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NEWS ilERALD
SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Thousands gather

or dioceses

econd Eucharistic

Congress

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The
ounds of bells, prayers and

ong penetrated the brisk wind
nd light rain.

Though the weather was
ismal, it did little to dampen
ae spirits of the people in the

ucharistic procession through

!ie streets ofuptown Charlotte.

People from across the

6-cotinty Diocese of Charlotte

sined Bishop Peter J. Jugis as

e carried a monstrance holding

ae Blessed Sacrament from St.

eter Church to the Charlotte

'onvention Center Oct. 7.

The procession was part

f the second aimual diocesan

Ucharistic Congress Oct.

-7. An estimated 8,000 people

ttended the two-day event.

See CONGRESS, page 5

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis carries a monstrance during a eucharistic procession in uptown Charlotte Oct. 7. The procession was

part of the second diocesan Eucharistic Congress at the Charlotte Convention Center Oct. 6-7.

Conveying the message
Speakers provide instruction^ inspiration

at congress

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Cavins speaks on "The Mission of Peer Evangelization" during the second

©cesan Eucharistic Congress in Charlotte Oct. 7.
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BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Once
again, a panel of speakers

enlightened, educated and
entertained audiences of all

ages at the diocesan Eucharistic

Congress.

Seven speakers offered

inspiring talks throughout the

day at the second diocesan

Eucharistic Congress at

the Charlotte Convention

Center Oct. 6-7.

Friday evening, Oct.

6, Raymond Arroyo, host

of Eternal Word Television

Network's "The World Over,"

presented "The Big Way of

Mother Angelica."

Mother Angelica founded

the network in 1981, despite

many people doubting the

demand fora Catholic television

See SPEAKERS, page 7

Culture Watch

Vatican and sports; rocking

priest band

I
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2006 Eucharistic

Congress

Expanded coverage of

the second diocesan

Eucharistic Congress

I
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Honoring

a saint
Franciscans honor life,

passion of St. Francis

BY ELLEN NEERINCX
SIGMON

CORRESPONDENT

LENOIR—When a doctor

visited St. Francis of Assisi in

1226 and told him he would

soon die, St. Francis was said to

have raised his arms to heaven

and prayerfully cried out, "You
are welcome, welcome, my
Sister Death."

On Oct. 3 each year,

Franciscans worldwide
celebrate the passing of St.

Francis from his earthly life to

eternal life, just as he himself

celebrated, in a "Transitus"

memorial service, a traditional

Franciscan celebration of St.

See SAINT, page 13

Unearthed

history
Visitors now can

see Vatican City

necropolis, tombs

unearthed in 2003

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY —
The partly uncovered skeleton

of a small child lies in the

ground where it has been
buried for some 2,000 years.

Next to the right hand is an

egg, thought to be a symbol of

rebirth.

The infant's burial place.

See TOMBS, page 12

Perspectives

The Amish and

forgiveness; life's paradox

I
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In Brief
Current and upcom-
ing topics from around
the world to your own

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN

CNS PHOTO BY Chris Heisev, Catholic Witwbs

An Amish boy is embraced by his mother during a Mass celebrated by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of

Harrisburg, Pa., at St. Catherine of Siena Church in Quarryville, Pa., Oct. 5. An overflow crowd of more

than 500 filled St. Catherine of Siena, the closest Catholic church to the West Nickel Mines Amish school

where a shooting occurred Oct. 2, taking the lives of five young girls and severely injuring five others.

Harrisburg Catholics unite in

prayer for Amish community
HARRISBURG, Pa. (CNS) — In a

demonstration of support for the local

Amish community. Catholics in the

Harrisburg Diocese filled St. Catherine

of Siena Church in Quarryville and the

Cardinal Keeler Center in Harrisburg

Oct. 5 for prayer three days after the

shootings at the Amish schoolhouse.

The Mass at the church and the

prayer service at the center took place the

same day the Amish community buried

four of the girls shot in the schoolhouse.

Burial of the fifth child was Oct. 6.

According to state police, 32-year-

old Charles Carl Roberts IV entered

an Amish schoolhouse' in West Nickel

Mines Oct. 2 and shot 10 girls before

taking his own life. As of Oct. 6,

the five who survived remained in

serious condition.

St. Catherine of Siena Church
is located just seven miles from the

scene of the tragedy. The Oct. 5

Mass was celebrated by Harrisburg

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades and drew an

overflow crowd.

"As a Catholic community of faith,

we pray for our belovedAmish neighbors,

our brothers and sisters in the Christian

faith. We piray for the children who have

died, so precious in the sight ofthe Lord,"

Bishop Rhoades said, praying also for the

girls who remained hospitalized, for the

victims' families, and for Roberts and

his family.

"This past weekend, the Catholic

Church throughout the United States

celebrated Respect Life Sunday," the

bishop remarked. "We affirmed and

celebrated that all human life is a sacred

and priceless gift ^om God. ... Our lives

and the lives of all our children and ofthe

Amish children whose death we mourn

are a gift of God's love.

"We must learn to treasure that gift

even more" in the aftermath ofthe school

tragedy, he said.

The bishop said the readings for the

Mass about God wiping away people's

tears and Christ's resurrection making

all things new should "strengthen our

faith and hope during this time oftragedy

and mourning."

The bishop also prayed that God
would "bestow his healing and grace to

this community united as his children in

faith, hope and love."

As Bishop Rhoades celebrated Mass
in Quarryville, several hundred people

filled the Cardinal Keeler Center in

Harrisburg for a holy hour ofprayer with

eucharistic adoration and Benediction to

pray for the Amish community, the safety

of children and an end to violence.

Cardinal Keeler out of hospital after

car crash in Italy

BALTIMORE (CNS) — Cardinal

William H. Keeler of Baltimore was
released fi-om a hospital in Temi, Italy,

Oct. 10, three days after he suffered a

broken ankle in a car crash that killed one

fiiend and injured another.

Father Bernard Quinn, 78, was
killed and Msgr. Thomas H. Smith, 75,

broke several ribs in the Oct. 7 accident.

Another vehicle struck the passenger side

of the car in which the three vacationing

American clerics were riding.

Father Quinn was retired from the

Diocese of Harrisburg, Pa., and Msgr.

Smith, also a priest of that diocese,

is pastor of St. Joseph Church in

Lancaster.

Cardinal Keeler was a priest and

bishop in Harrisburg before he became
archbishop of Baltimore, and he has

often spent vacations traveling with the

two priests.

Sean Caine, Baltimore archdiocesan

spokesman, said Oct. 10 that following

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ARDEN — Benedictine Father Matthew
Habiger from the NFP Outreach Group will

speak at all Masses at St. Barnabas Church,

109 Crescent Hill Dr., Oct. 21-22. His general

theme during homilies will be "Marriage and

the Family," and will touch on subjects such

as chastity. Natural Family Planning and other

"Right to Life" issues. For more information and

Mass times, call (828) 684-6098.

ASHEVILLE — Speak the Truth in Love,

a free series of classes addressing Catholic

Church's teachings on life, love and marriage

meets at Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97 Haywood

St. Classes wiU meet the third Saturday of

each month, 10 a.m.- 12 p.m. The topic for

Oct. 21 will be "History and Heroes, Part II."

For more information, call Nina at (828) 299-

7618 or Helen at (828) 683-9001 or e-mail

geodrc@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host An
Evening with Archbishop Fouad Twal Oct. 14

at 7 p.m. in the banquet room of the New Life

Center. Archbishop Twal, appointed coadjutor

archbishop, Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem

by Pope Benedict XVI; will discuss life as a

Christian in the Holy Land and the impact ofthe

Children's Peace Project. For more information,

call Jane Balbimie (704) 543-7677, ext. 1002, or

Pat White (704) 543-7677, ext. 1039.

CHARLOTTE — St. Basil Ukrainian

Church will have a liturgy Oct. 15 at 11 a.m.

at Charlotte Catholic High School, 7702

Pineville-Matthews Rd, The liturgy is open

n

his release fi-om the hospital Cardinal

Keeler was recuperating at the Pontifical

North American College, the U.S.'J"^

seminary in Rome. He said the cardinalF

is expected to be wearing a cast on hisL

ankle for 30 days. *
In a news release late Oct. 10, the

Harrisburg Diocese said Msgr. Smith

was also released from the hospital' P
and was staying at the North American' f:^

College. Funeral arrangements for Father* f

Quinn were still to be determined.

Last spring Cardinal Keeler turned'

P

75, the age at which bishops are required

by canon law to submit their resignatioi

to the pope, but Pope Benedict X
has not yet accepted his resignation ai

archbishop of Baltimore.

According to an Associated PresI

report on the accident in Temi, Msgri

Smith was driving. Father Quinn wai^
in the back seat and Cardinal Keeler in^^

the fi-ont passenger seat when their caj

was hit.
luclei

to anyone who would like to attend. For morel^
information, please contact Deacon Mark Shuey al <

mshuey2@nc.rr.com or call (919) 779-7246. tfeia

CHARLOTTE — Theology on Tap, a dynami(j|

speaker series designed to provide young adults?

in their 20s and 30s with the opportunity to r

discover more about their faith in a relaxed open

environment, will be held Oct. 1 7 and 24 at 6:30 p.m

at Pepperoni's Pizza in Park Road Shopping Center

These interactive events will explore the issues and

challenges that Catholic young adults face in the 2 ls(

century. Contact Catrina at (704) 665-7374 or e-mail

c_l_conway@hotmail.com for more information, or""

visit www.compass-catholic.com. J'

HUNTERSVILLE— Maxim Healthcare Services

jidiiot

fj.T

will be at St. Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown

Rd., Oct. 26 to provide flu and pneumonia^^
vaccinations. You must schedule an appointmedBp

by calling (704) 895-0496. Maxim will file claimsM
with the following insurances: Blue Cross/Bluei^*^^,^

Shield, Aetna, Medicare Complete, Medicare Pari :,

B and Partners Medicare Choice.

CHARLOTTE— Father RogerAmsparger, pastoiM
of St. Michael Church in Gastonia, will speak a(

j^.

."Dessert and Devotion" Oct. 20 at 7:30 p.m. inl

the activity center of St. Vincent de Paul Churchf
!

6828 Old Reid Rd. This talk is sponsored b>r

Our Lady of Victory Chapter of C.U.F. RSVP tcj^

gail@cattiolicscripturestudy.com.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 801fih

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host a Christiar

Coffeehouse Oct. 21, 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the Parisl t

Center. Single and married adults are invited fo

an evening of contemporary Christian music, foo<

and fellowship. For more information, call Kathy

Bartlett at (704) 400-2213.

CHARLOTTE — Charlotte CathoUc High Schooi

Instrumental Music Department will present its Fai

Concert at St. Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyni

Commons Pkwy., Oct. 25 at 7 p.m. Everyom

is invited to attend this free concert. For mon
infonnation, caU Jackie McCalla at (704) 846-0850,
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ROM THE VATICAN

/atican's U.N. nuncio: World

sleepwalking' toward nuclear terrorism
NEW YORK (CNS) — The world

iSems to be "sleepwalking" down the

j ath of nuclear weapons proliferation,

icreasing the risk of nuclear terrorism,

aid the Vatican's representative to the

y Fnited Nations.

The UnitedNations must foster greater

itemational dialogue to ensure compliance

dth treaties restricting the proliferation of

uclear weapons and banning their testing,

iid Archbishop Celestino Migliore, the

J'atican's U.N. nuncio.

Without a firmercommitment to these

eaties more states will arm themselves

fvl'ith nuclear weapons, increasing the

ossibility that such weapons will fall

rto terrorist hands, he said in ail Oct. 5

jeech to the U.N. General Assembly.

The Vatican has observer status at

le United Nations which means that it

i[

Ml speak at sessions but cannot vote.

The world is at a crossroads regarding

uclear weapons, said the archbishop.

One path leads to the proliferation

of nuclear weapons being restricted

through trust, dialogue and negotiated

agreement; the other leads to states

arming themselves and the growing

threat of nuclear terrorism.

"The international community seems

almost to be sleepwalking down the

latter path, not by conscientious choice

but rather through miscalculation, sterile

debate and the paralysis of multilateral

mechanisms for confidence-building and

conflict resolution," he said.

The Vatican has repeatedly asked

governments with "nuclear arms, or those

planningto acc[uirethem"tochangetheirplans

and "strive for a progressive and concerted

nuclear disarmament," the archbishop said.

Archbishop Migliore also asked for

greater efforts to restrict the spread of

small arms, saying that greater emphasis

shouldbe givento the "human dimension"

of the destruction they cause.

« HARLOTTE — The Seventh Annual Kennedy

3Cture will be presented Oct. 28, 9 a.m.-l pjn., at

. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St. This year's lecture

ill be ^ven by Jesuit Father Thomas Reese, former

litor of America magazine. His talk, "Survival

uide for Thinking Catholic, " will address the

Jbncems of those who preferred the pre-Vatican II

''jalhoUc Church as well as those who feel the council

d not go fer enough. Admission is free, but call

04) 332-2901, ext. 12 for reservations. For more

fonnatic»i, visit www.stpeterscatholic.org.

REENSBORO VICARIATE

REENSBORO — A Charismatic Healing Mass
ill be celebrated Oct. 20 at 7:30 p.m. at Our Lady
F Grace Church, 2205 West Market St., sponsored

/ Our Lady of Grace Parish Health Ministry and

e Flames of Fire Prayer Group. Father Andrew
atsko from Maryfield Nursing Home will be

e celebrant. Deacon Ron Steinkamp will be

e homilist. Healing teams will be available for

jrsonal ministry after the Mass. Everyone is

elcome. For information, call Ben D'ApoUo at

af36) 812-3730.

REENSBORO — Theology on Tap, a speaker

Ties for Catholic adults in their 20s and 30s,

ill meet at Logan's Roadhouse, 1300 Bridford

kwy., Oct. 25, Nov. 2, 8 and 15 at 6:45 p.m. Come
id experience great speakers, excellent food

id conversation. We will be sjjonsoring a food

rive for Urban Ministry. For more inforaiation,

!« -mail greensborotot@yahoo.com, visit www.
nsjiadcatholics.org or call Deb at (336) 286-3687.

REENSBORO — The Franciscan Family of
reensboro will host an informational meeting

wut the secular Franciscan life Oct. 29, 2-3:30

m. at St. Francis Springs Prayer Center, 477
rogan Rd. For more information, call Frank

J fassey at (336) 299-5038.

TONEVILLE — Fostering Justice Worldwide,

jonsored by the diocesan Olfice of Justice and

?ace, will share Catholic Relief Services (CRS)
ories. This free event will take place at St. Francis

Drings Prayer Center, 477 Grogan Rd., St., Nov.

4, 1-4:30 p.m. The program wdll provide an

overview of Catholic social teaching, CRS-
related work in the Diocese of Charlotte, CRS
work in Africa, presentations on effective

advocacy and more. For details about the events

please call the Ofiice of Justice and Peace at

(704) 370-3234 or (704) 370-3225, or e-mail

justicepeace@charlottediocese .org.

HICKORY VICARIATE
HICKORY — The 14th Annual Aquinas-

Luther Conference on "Spirituality, Holiness

and the Saints" will be hosted by the Center

for Theology at Lenoir-Rhyne College, 625

7th Avenue NE, Oct. 20. Invited speakers

include Catholic speakers Dr. Ronda Chervin

and Dr. Regis Martin; Orthodox Father Patrick

Henry Reardon, senior editor of Touchstone

magazine; and Lutheran minister Amy Shifrin.

Registration is free and open to the public. For

more information, call (828) 328-7276 or e-mail

hefiierb@lrc.edu.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the Fatima

Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Sister Joarme Jacovec

will speak on "Peacemakers: Thomas Merton"

Oct. 18. The sacrament of reconciliation

will be offered at 12 p.m. in the chapel. For

more information and to RSVP, call Sister

Kathy Ganiel at (336) 624-1971 or e-mail

kganiel@triad.rr.com. Walk-ins are welcome.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans

at kaevans@charlottediocese.

org or fax to (704) 370-3382.

- Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

iflict. 15— 4 p.m.

* acrament of Confirmation

\ »ur Lady of Mercy Church, Winston-Salem

J Ct. 16-18

rovincial Assembly of Priests and

J
ishops of the Atlanta Province

sheville

Oct. 19— 2:30 p.m.

Mass at Fall Day of Reflection for Seniors

St. Mark Church, Huntersville

Oct. 21-10:30 a.m.

Mass for Middle School Youth Day

Carowinds

Pope adds explanatory note to

controversial remarks on Islam

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

Benedict XVI has added an explanatory

note to his controversial remarks
on Islam, saying the text provoked
misinterpretation and "understandable

indignation" among Muslims.

The explanation appeared Oct. 9 in

a footnote in the Vatican's online version

of the speech on faith and reason given

by the pope in Regensburg, Germany, in

mid-September.

In his speech, the pope spoke briefly

about religion and violence, quoting

the 14th-century Byzantine Emperor
Manuel II Paleologus, who said: "Show
me just what Mohammed brought that

was new, and there you will find things

only evil and inhuman, such as his

command to spread by the sword the faith

he preached."

In the new footnote, the pope re-

emphasized a point he has made several

times since delivering the speech— that

he did not share the emperor's views

on Islam.

"In the Muslim world, this quotation

has unfortunately been taken as an

expression ofmy personal position, thus

arousing understandable indignation,"

the note said.

"I hope that the reader of my text

can see immediately that this sentence

does not express my personal view of the

Quran, for which I have the respect due

to the holy book of a great religion," the

pope said.

"In quoting the text of the Emperor

Manuel II, I intended solely to draw
out the essential relationship between

faith and reason. On this point I am in

agreement with Manuel II, but without

endorsing his polemic," he said.

Part of the text of the papal speech

has been retranslated in English and other

languages. Originally the text opened

the quotation by noting that Emperor
Manual spoke "somewhat brusquely"

about Islam. That was changed to "with a

startling brusqueness, a brusqueness that

we find unacceptable."

The pope has several times expressed

regret that his words had caused Muslims

to take offense, and he convened Muslim
representatives and diplomats to offer a

personal explanation.

While many Muslim leaders have

said they consider the issue closed, other

groups have insisted that the pope offer a

full apology.

Vatican officials have pointed out that

in his original speech the pope had been

arguing in favor of religious values in

modem cultures— a position which they

say should be welcomed by Muslims.

Have turtle, will bless

CNS PHOTO BY Mariana Bazo, Reuters

A policewoman carries a turtle during a pet blessing outside St. Francis Church in Lima, Peru, Oct. 8. Festivities

at the church honored St. Francis of Assisi. World Animal Day was also celebrated the same day

Mexican becomes first bishop born in Americas
to be named saint

VERACRUZ, Mexico (CNS) — In

an Oct. 15 papal ceremony at the Vatican,

Blessed Rafael Guizar Valencia is

scheduled to become the first bishop bom
in the Americas to be declared a saint.

As a priest during the anti-clerical era

that marked the start of the 20th century

in his native Mexico, he often disguised

himself as a junk dealer to bring the

sacraments to both sides fighting the

Mexican Revolution.

He was ordained bishop of Veracruz

in absentia in 1919 while living in

Havana. Blessed Rafael was a member
of the Knights of Colxunbus. He will

be the seventh Knight and the first

bishop-member of the organization to be

declared a saint.
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Memorial of mourning

Courtesy Photo

A memorial to the unborn is displayed on the lawn of St. Aloysius Church

in Hickory on Respect Life Sunday, Oct. 1. Each cross representsfive ofthe

4, 000 unborn babies killed by abortion each day in the United States. The

annual memorial was organized by the Knights ofColumbus with the help

of the parish s Life Teen youth group members and Lutheran Rev. Andrew

Weisner, chaplain at Lenoir-Rhyne College in Hickory.

AHENTION READERS! HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?
Is there something unique taking place at your parish? Do you

know of someone who is an example of how to live the Catholic

faith? Have a photo of a recent event at your parish or ministry

event? If so, contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans at

(704) 370-3334 or e-mail kemurray@charlottediocese.org.

Faithfully dedicated

1'V

1^
CouRTEsr Photo

Lupe Hildreth and Dudley Patrick, parishioners of Sacred Heart Church

in Wadesboro, are recognized during a social gathering after a Mass

celebrating the 60th anniversary oftheparish 's dedication Sept. 28. Hildreth

and Dudley were honoredfor being members ofthe parish the longest.

MECKLENBURG AREA CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

OPEN HOU

^aithriradituyi

L^ademic
Bxcelktu^c.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Sunday Nov. 5, 1:30-3:30pm
Tues. Nov. 7, 9am-12pin
Our Lady of the Assumption (PK-5) • 4225 Shamrock Drive • Charlotte

St. Ann {TK-5) • 600 Hillside Avenue • Charlotte

St. Gabriel {K-5) . 3028 Providence Road • Charlotte

St. Mark (K-8) • 1 4750 Stumptown Road • Huntersville

St. Matthew (K-5) -11525 Elm Lane • Charlotte

St. Patrick (K-5) -1125 Buchanan Street • Charlotte

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Sunday Oct. 22, 1-3pm
Tues. Oct 24, 9-1 1am
Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School (6-8) 31 00 Park Road Charlotte

HIGH SCHOOL
Sunday Oct. 22, Starting at 3pm
Charlotte Catholic High School • 7702 Pineville-Matthews Rd. • Charlotte

www.charlottediocese.org/macs

MACS has eight schools serving PK-12.

1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Admissions Office: (704) 370-3273

Meckleaburg Area Cathdic Schools

MACS admit itmlenti olony laix, color, sex, reHgion, and noHonai or ethnic OKjin.

k
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EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
The Catholic News & Herald 5

housands gather for second

Eucharistic Congress

CONGRESS, from page 1

themed "The Love of Christ Impels Us,"

featuring prayer, praise, worship and

music centered on the holy Eucharist.

"The purpose of a Eucharistic

Congress is to bring us closer to Jesus

through adoration of the Lord really

present in the holy Eucharist, and through

the joyfiil celebration of the Eucharist,"

said Bishop Jugis.

"In this Congress we especially

xplored the idea that in the holy

Eucharist Jesus shares his love with us,

so that transformed by his love we can

be effective in bringing his love to the

world," said the bishop.

"Jesus wants to bring the whole world

into the Kingdom of God, and he makes
use of us as his instruments to accomplish

lis mission," said Bishop Jugis.

Approximately 1,500 people
attended the concert of sacred music that

apened the congress Friday evening, Oct.

5. The choir, comprised of 118 singers

[rom churches around the Diocese of

harlotte, performed a collection of

ongs from traditional classical through

ontemporary classical pieces.

After the concert, Raymond Arroyo,

Mother Angelica's biographer and the

host of her Eternal Word Television

etwork's "The World Over," spoke on

"The Big Way ofMother Angelica."

"It's a great honor to help her words

stay alive and bring her message to

others, and bring the motivating factor in

her life— the Eucharist— to others."

Afterward, eucharistic adoration

took place throughout the night at St.

Peter Church, with a variety of groups

— including clergy, religious, young
adults and families — each spending an

hour before the Blessed Sacrament.

More music and speakers were
featured throughout Saturday's program.

A children's Latin choir and the

Perpetual Hope Gospel Choir from Our
Lady of Consolation Church in Charlotte

performed. A lively band entertained

the hundreds of people attending the

Hispanic track.

In addition to a large vendor area

and a cultural hour — where members
of the Korean, Filipino, Vietnamese and

African-American Catholic communities

shared their cultures and traditions

— there was a series of talks, or "tracks,"

for adults, youths and children.

The talks in both English and Spanish

were on topics such as evangelization,

chastity and building a culture of life. They

led up to what many considered the day's

highlight— the eucharistic procession.

Knights of riolumbus color guard

and first communicants from around the

diocese, who dropped rose petals, led

the procession. They were followed by

CSS
Caihohc Soda] Services

Diocese of Chariotte

5th Annual

Vineyard of Hope
Wines Around the World

Wine Tasting 8c Auction

This annual fundraiser for Catholic Social Services

provides vital funds for the programs and services of CSS.

Get a group together and buy your tickets today!

Friday, November 10 — 7 p.m.

Charlotte Marriott SouthPark
(formerly known as The Park Hotel)

All proceeds benefit

Catholic Social Services

The evening includes: Wine Tasting, Heavy hers d'oeuvres

Live entertainmentfrom 'The Sinatra Experience'

Silent Auction

Individual tickets are $75.

Discounted groups ofeight

and sponsorships are also available.

Call 704-370-3232 or

visit www.vineyardofhope.org

Sponsored by: gp Sisters of Mercy

Photo by Deacon Gerald Potkay

Bishop Peter i. lugis carries a monstrance during tlie eucharistic procession in Charlotte Oct. 7.

deacons, priests and guest clergy.

Following Bishop Jugis in the

procession were batmers representing

many of the 92 parishes and missions

in the diocese, as well as religious

ministries and cultural groups. Hundreds

of people watching the procession

kneeled reverently as the Eucharist

passed by before joining the procession

behind their parish banner.

"It's an honor to participate in this

wonderful expression of our Catholic

faith," said Michael Coyle, a parishioner of

St. Thomas Aquinas Church in Charlotte.

"It's really exciting to see all these

people here because they have the same
faith and beliefs," said Tiffany Gallozzi.

"In the eucharistic procession, we
see a small version of the journey of the

whole people of God in general — on

pilgrimage through this world, nourished

by the Bread of Life on our journey and

leaving behind us as we make our way
the blessings of Christ's charity and

merciful love," said Bishop Jugis.

Congress volunteers held signs,

calling for silence and asking those

watching to kneel as the Eucharist passed

by. Many onlookers were curious.

"I had a few people come up and

ask questions about what was going

May Your Hands
Be Blessed!

Learn Rosary Making

Call or visit

our website
for your

introductory
offer!

^1 LEWIS
8, C O M 1> A N Y

P.O. Box 268, Troy, NY 1 2 1 8

1

(800) 342 - 2400
rosatyparts.com

on," said Catrina Conway, congress

volunteer and a parishioner of St. Patrick

Cathedral in Charlotte. "I was able to do

some evangelization while taking part in

a wonderfiil diocesan event.""

A passerby in a wheel chair inquired

what was happening.

"When he learned that we were

carrying the Blessed Sacrament in

procession, he asked the priest to help

him out of the wheel chair so that he

could be on his knees in adoration, too,"

said Bishop Jugis.

"It's great to see the different

cultures coming together as one group,"

said Sister Seldita Tiorosio, a Dominican

Sister of St. Catherine of Siena, who
serves as principal of Sacred Heart

School in Salisbury. "It's not culture that

makes us one, but our faith."

The procession made its way into

the convention center, where a holy hour

followed with eucharistic adoration,

prayer and song.

During his homily. Bishop Emeritus

William G. Curlin challenged congress

participants to discover Jesus in

themselves and one another.

"If we don't see Jesus in each other,

what hope is there? Shouldn't that drive

us in this world, to seek Christ in each

other?" he asked.

Bishop Curlin said Catholics cannot

"live in isolation from each other."

"Before the Blessed Sacrament, we
should recommit ourselves to taking

Christ to the world and to those who hurt

the most," he said. "If we have no fear,

Pentecost comes again."

The Eucharist was available for

adorationthroughout most ofthe day. The

congress closed with a Mass celebrated

by Bishop Jugis and concelebrated by

priests and visiting clergy.

"It is the love of Christ that we
celebrate at Mass. It fills us in everything

we do, at Mass and out in the world,"

said Bishop Jugis during his homily.

"We have a mission to bring the love

of God to wherever we go. This is the

theme ofthe congress," he said.
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Heavenly voices

Photo by Kevin E. Murrw

Singers perform during the concert of sacred music at the Eucharistic Congress in Charlotte Oct. 6.

Sacred music concert kicks off congress

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The voices of

118 singers recently filled the Charlotte

Convention Center.

The concert ofsacredmusic, featuring

parishioners from churches around the

Diocese of Charlotte, opened the second

diocesan Eucharistic Congress Oct. 6.

"I thought it was incredible," said

Tiffany Gallozzi, music director at St.

Barnabas Church in Arden and conductor

of the sacred music concert.

The songs were a collection of

traditional classical pieces, such as

Vivaldi's "Gloria," as well as

contemporary classical works.

"The songs were chosen based on their

messages and to reflect the congress' theme

('The Love of Christ Impels Us')," said

Gallozzi, who conducted the sacred music

concert at last year's Eucharistic Congress.

The concert, said Gallozzi, was to

reintroduce the Catholic community to

the "solid music of our faith and how it's

Retirement Isn't

what it used to be.

PLAN accordingly.

Les Davaz
Financial Advisor

Member, St Patrick's Church

100 N. Tryon St., Suite 3300
Charlotte, NC 28202

(704) 351-2233 or

(800) 438-0397

http://fc.smithbarney.coni/clavaz

been expressed historically."

"It allowed them to experience the

way noble music motivates us to offer our

praise and worship to God," she said.

Every choir in the diocese was
invited to participate if its schedule

permitted, said Gallozzi. Some groups

started rehearsing as early as July, but

most began around August, she said.

The success of the concert would not

have been possible without the hard work
of the singers and their choir directors,

said Gallozzi.

"I was impressed with the beautifiil

harmonization of so many voices of choir

members from all over the diocese," said

Bishop Peter J. Jugis. "Their presentation

of sacred music helped all ofus raise our

minds and hearts to God in prayer.".

.citigroupj
SmuhBarney

© 2006 Citigroup Global Mailiets Inc. Member SIPC. Smilti

Barney is a division and service maiV of Citigroup Global
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A band kicks off the Hispanic track of the Eucharistic Corigress at the Qiartotte Convention Center

Oct. 7.

Photo BY Kmbi A. Evwe

Children perform as part of a children's Latin choir Oct. 7.
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Speakers inspire, instruct

thousands at congress

SPEAKERS, from page 1

network. Today, EWTN is broadcast into

122 million homes in 125 countries.

Despite many obstacles in her life,

including significant health issues.

Mother Angelica always forged ahead

and maintained a "rock-solid faith in the

Eucharist," Arroyo said.

"Sometimes standing on principle,

risking everytlung, is when God shows

us the way," Arroyo said about Mother

Angelica's determination to establish

the networic

Mother Angelica lives in what she

calls the "present moment," he said.

"What is God calling you to do now,

in this present moment? We have to

accept those moments and try to be Jesus

in them," Arroyo said.

After Arroyo's talk. Bishop Peter

J. Jugis called him "a true lay Catholic

evangeUst."

Saturday morning Oct. 7, JeffGavins,

•CathoUc author and speaker, spoke on

"The Mission of Evangelization."

"We are called to bridge the gap

between our faith and our daily lives,"

Gavins said.

In order to bridge this gap, Gatholics

mustknow their faith intimately. Further,

they must believe in and live their faith.

Gavins used the Gospel story in

Matthew 14:25-32, when Jesus walked

on water and commanded Peter to do

the same. Peter got out of the boat and

walked toward the Lord. But he became
frightened and sank into the water, until

Jesus caught him.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Father Leo Patalinghug speaks to teens about being prayerful "superheroes" during the Eucharistic

Congress Oct. 7.

Do you know everything you need to know
about your home mortgage options?
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Jayne McGonnefl
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jmcgonneB@cimginc.com
EqujI Hrasing

Lnrfer

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Raymond Arroyo speaks on "The Big Way of Mother Angelica" during the Eucharistic Congress in

Charlotte Oct. 6.

Cavins encouraged his audience to live

out their feith and to live the life of Christ.

"The Lord will open doors ifyou get

out of the boat," he said.

Father Leo Patalinghug, associate

pastor of St. John Church in Westminster,

Md., spoke to adults about "The Mission

to be Beautiful" and to teenagers about

"The Mission to be Superheroes."

"We're all supposed to bring beauty

into this world," Father Patalinghug

said. "We become beautiful (through

our faith) so we can change this world,

which was good but has become ugly

because of sin."

Prayer and grace are things that can

help make teens into superheroes, he

said, so they can defend their faith.

Franciscan Father James Goode,
a leading black Catholic evangelist,

spoke al^out "The Mission of Building a

Culture of Life."

"That is our mission, to build a

culture of life for all of our sisters and

brothers, not just some of our sisters

and brothers," Father Goode said. "We
must have a conversion of our hearts and

souls, and reject every form of violence,

poverty and hunger."

Mary Beth Bonacci, internationally

known speaker and writer, presented

"The Mission of Raising Chaste Teens

and Adults" to adults and "The Mission

of Chastity" to teenagers.

"The heart ofmy message is helping

(teenagers) understand their sexuality as

beautiful and positive," she said. "If you
give them this real sense that it's beautiful

and sacred, they'll have a natural instinct

to protect it."

Father Juan Rivas, member of

Legionaries of Christ, director and
producer of "Hombre Nuevo" radio and

TV programs, presented "The Mission of

Catholic Media."

Father Rivas spoke about how to

use different means of communication

to spread the Catholic faith, especially

among the Hispanic community.

"All of the talks were effective in

helping us grow in our love for Jesus,"

said Bishop Jugis. "1 was delighted

to visit with my friends of different

language and cultural groups during the

midday cultural hour on Saturday."

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Franciscan Father James Goode speaks on

building a culture of life Oct. 7.

Toce
FUNERALHOME &
CREMAnON SERVICE

Asheville & Arden

The Catholic Funeral Directors

828-252-3535

The Groces congratulate ntw olFicers,

Basilica of St. Lawrence Court 412,

Catholic Daughters ofAmerica:

Marjorie Maxwell, Regent

Pauline Lees, Vice-Regent

Lisa Ross. Secretai^

Diane Wright, Financial Secretary

Marge Sposata, Treasurer,

and 17 new members!



8 The Catholic News & Herald

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
October 13, 2006

Photos by Kevin E. Murray and Karen A. Evans

Above left: A woman visits a vendor selling during the Eucharistic Congress Oct. 7. More than 70 vendors

displayed items ranging from artwork to information at the Charlotte Convention Center.

Above right: First communicants drop flower petals during the eucharistic procession, which began at

St. Peter Church and ended at the Charlotte Convention Center Oct. 7.

Photo Karen A. Evans

Children perform a native Filipino dance celebrating life during a cultural hour Oct. 7. The cultural hour

provided an opportunity for Filipino, Korean, African American and Vietnamese Catholics to celebrate

their faith within the context of their cultures. It was one of the many events featured during the two-day

Eucharistic Congress, held at the Charlotte Convention Center Oct. 6-7.

-EORATORY
434 Charlotte Avenue, P.O.Box 1 1 586

Rock Hill.SC 2973-1586

(803) 327-2097

Day with the Gospel of Luke

9 am - 4 pmThursday, November 16 OR
9 am - 4 pm Saturday, November 1

8

Father J. Glenn Murray, SJ

Our fall Scripture day is dedicated to the Gospel of the new liturgical

cycle: Luke (Cycle C).The day includes an overview and outline of the

Gospel, prayer, shared reading, noon Eucharist and lunch.The same

progranri is offered both days.

Cost: $35 - includes lunch

Photo by Deacon Gerald Potkait

Knights of Columbus honor guard take part in the eucharistic procession through Charlotte Oct. 7.

Beautiful gifts to the Lord
EJuring his homily at the vigil Mass that closed the Eucharistic Congress Oct. 7, Bishop Peter J. Jugis

announced plans for a third Eucharistic Congress to be held in Charlotte Sept. 21-22, 2007. His remarks were met

widi thunderous applause.

"This beautiful gift to the Lord, which was this year's Eucharistic Congress, was built up by the sacrifices

and prayers of many, many people," said Bishop Jugis. "It is an offering of love from the heart of all of us

throughout the diocese."

"God blesses this gift ofour hearts, which we have given to him with such devotion and love," he said.
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Up to 24-hour care
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704-549-4010

MooresviUe

704-663-1065



October 13, 2006

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
The Catholic News & Herald S

Photo by Karen A. Evans

More than 1 GO ciboria holding the Eucharist sit

on a table before being distributed by dozens

of priests and deacons during the vigil Mass

closing the Eucharistic Congress at the Charlotte

Convention Center Oct. 7.
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Participants enjoy the music during the Eucharistic

Congress in Charlotte Oct. 7. An estimated 8,000

people took part in the two-day congress.
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Reflecting on the

Eucharistic Congress
Vaitln affirmedy

deepened for

participants

BY DEACON GERALD POTKAY
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLOTTE — From uplifting

musicandencouragingtalkstocelebrating

the holy Eucharist, the second diocesan

Eucharistic Congress inspired many
people to deepen their understanding of

and devotion to the body, blood, soul and

divinity of Jesus.

The two-day Eucharistic Congress,

held at the Charlotte Convention Center

Oct. 6-7, featured avariety ofspeakers and

events, including adoration. Benediction

and a eucharistic procession through the

streets ofuptown Charlotte.

Those who attended came from

parishes across the 46-county Diocese

of Charlotte, and many people said they

worshipped their faith in new ways.

"I came to the congress because this

is certainly a great event for the diocese,"

said Deacon Brian McNulty, permanent

deacon at St. Thomas Aquinas Church

in Charlotte.

Ray Arroyo (of the Eternal World

Television Network) gave a tremendous

talk on. Mother Angelica. She was a

model on how we (Catholics) need to

go out and do ... to be unafraid of taking

a risk, especially for the faith," said

Deacon McNulty.

"He (Arroyo) explained how God
can work in everyone, in everything

and anywhere," said Joe Lindsley,

a parishioner of St. Vincent de Paul

Church in Charlotte.

"Mother Angelica's story is truly a

great inspirational story that all Catholics

need to hear," said Lindsley, who,
along with his wife Peggy, attended the

congress for the second year.

They were impressed with
the excitement and faith of those

around them.

"The enthusiasm is unbeUevable,"

said Joe Lindsley.

"We are thrilled to be here at the

second Eucharistic Congress," said

Meg Barrett, a parishioner of St. Joseph

Church in Newton. "Formy children and

teenagers, it is wonderful for them to be

exposed to all these great (children and

teen tracks') speakers."

Linda Hooker, parish catechetical

leader atHoly InfantChurch in Reidsville,

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter 1. Jugis carries a monstrance during

the eucharistic procession Oct. 7.

said she was amazed at how spiritually

uplifted people seemed, especially

the youths.

"Hopefully the faith of these

children is indicative of the future

life of the Catholic Church," she said.

"We will certainly leave the Church in

good hands."

Father Leo Patalinghug from
Westminister, Md., spoke about being

"spiritually beautifiil."

"Father Patalinghug hit the nail on

the head when he said "when we don't

look for spiritual beauty, we will look for

that fleeting physical beauty," said Neil

Schunke, a parishioner of St. Charles

Borromeo Church in Morganton.

Spiritual beauty was evident at the

Eucharistic Congress. Even though the

event was well attended by an estimated

8,000 people, some wished more of their

fellow Catholics had been there.

"I wish more people would have

attended, because the congress is

so important," said Chad Desch, a

parishioner of Sacred Heart Church

in Salisbury.

"They don't realize what they have

lost— the spiritual healing, the renewal

of our faith and why we believe as

strongly as we do," said Hooker.

"May the love of Jesus, which ws.

have celebrated in the holy Eucharist,

build up our families in love, build up

our parishes in love and build up love in

all of our service to the poor, to the sick

and to all those in need," said Bishop

Peter J. Jugis.

"The love we celebrate in the holy

Eucharist animates all the good work of

the church," he said.

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributes^

to this article.

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To

Show Up On-Time So \ ou Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting ail day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way Jo get

your plumbing problem fixed, save nrtoney, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time watting.
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Culture Watch A roundup of

Scripture, readings,

films and more

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: OCT. 22, 2006
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Building winners: Vatican works
to put values back in sports

BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY— In an eflfort to

help parents, coaches, athletes, schools,

parishes and sports associations, the

Vatican has published a book aimed at

"rehumanizing" a sports world that tends

to glorify winning at all costs to the

detriment of players and spectators.

Titled "The Worid of Sport Today:

A Field of Christian Mission," the

book was released in September by the

Vatican's own fledgling sports desk at the

Pontifical Council for the Laity.

The special section was established

in 2004 by Pope John Paul II as a way to

help get the church off the sidelines and

onto the playing field, helping promote

Christian values in today's sports.

The slim, 146-page paperback

compiles speeches and proceedings fi-om

the Vatican's first international seminar

on sports held last November.

The seminar brought professional

players, experts, sports fans and chaplains

to talk about how the church could

better promote authentic human values

and the Gospel message in the world

of athletics.

The book starts off with a historical

perspective, beginning with ancient

Greece, whose pan-Hellenic games
helped imbue sports with the values of

equality, fif-atemity and fair play.

Other chapters look at how those

values gradually eroded, giving way
to lucrative economic interests that,

according to the head of the Vatican's

laity council, have robbed sports of its

true nature.

In the book's preface. Archbishop

Stanislaw Rylko wrote that sports today

are in the hands of a powerfiil industry

"which produces dreams of power and

success in millions of individuals."

Sports has become a fast-growing

business, now valued at $213 billion,

wrote another seminar participant,

Clark Power, associate director of the

Center for Ethical Education at Indiana's

University of Notre Dame.
While sponsorships, marketing

gimmicks and the general
commercialization of sports help sustain

•ifn otherwise valid industry, they also

feed a culture of materialism devoid

of human values, he wrote in a chapter

dedicated to sports and business.

The book points to a wide range of

ills plaguing today's sports world, but it

also dedicates several chapters to what

the church. Catholics and people ofgood
will can do to turn sports back into what

Archbishop Rylko called "a school of

Ijjimianity, virtue and life."

The consensus among contributors

underlined the critical role parents and

coaches play in molding young people's

attitudes and interest in sports. Parents

md coaches, they said, need to teach kids

what sports really are about and how they

should be played.

Children play soccer in St. Peter's Square at
|

the Vatican before the weekly audience of Pope
\

Benedict XVI Sept. 21 , 2005. The Catholic Church

is seeking to promote Christian values in the world

of sports.

Because ethical values are already at

risk in many modem societies, healthy,

human-centered sports can make a world

of difference in steering kids away fi-om

an empty or marginalized future, wrote

another contributor.

Young people need "to create their

own life project, to feel useful in

society and to find solid models fi*om

which to take inspiration," wrote Edio

Costantini, head of Catholic Action's

sports association in Italy.

Coaches, therefore, should not just

be concerned with perfecting athletes'

technique and skills, but should help kids

"feel accepted, directthem andaccompany

them along their path, thus giving them

hope," said his text on opportunities for

renewing today's sports.

Parents, too, can do a lot in boosting

their kids' self-esteem, identity and

autonomy, he wrote, and they can "openly

voice opposition to the negative things"

affecting sports.

Sports, taught well and played right,

have enormous potential in changing

today's world by promoting peace and

fraternity, many of the writers said.

They often quoted Pope John
Paul — the skier, canoeist, hiker and

goalkeeper— who said sports can answer

today's needs.

The late pope said sports can fi-ee

young people "fi-om the snares of apathy

and indifference," help free disadvantaged

peoples and nations fi-om poverty and

help "eradicate intolerance" as people

unite behind a common goal.

Sports, he said in his homily for the

jubilee of sports in 2000, can enhance

"love of life, teach sacrifice, respect

and responsibility, leading to the fiill

development of every human being."

That sounds like a game that could

make everyone a wiimer.

Oct. 22, Twenty-ninth

Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:

1) Isaiah 53:10-11

Psalm 33:4-5, 18-20, 22

2) Hebrews 4:14-16

3) Gospel: Mark 10:35-45

What is offered
may have lasting

effect

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

For years my mother Elsie had grown

fabulous vegetable gardens and shared

her crops with friends and neighbors.

In her last four years as an amputee,

her longest trek outside was to visit the

mailbox or to struggle to the edge of my
father's grave.

Many would have characterized

her as a prime example of a pack rat,

especially those left with the enormous

task of sifting through her 30 years of

living in the same house. We wondered

why she saved her insulin bottles, bags

of peach seeds or an enormous stock of

carmed goods.

My mother's empty house presented

me with the haunting challenge of

learning about her from the artifacts she

left behind. Elsie's standard answer for

saving things had been, "There might

come a time when they might come in

handy."

"Beverly, do you want this?"

"Mom, where did Grandma get this

ring?"

"Mom, you have to look in this box;

you won't believe it!"

I was the court of last resort, deciding

what to save andwhat to toss.

One of the most extraordinary

treasures we found during that sad week
was every letter and card that our children

or I had written to her and my dad over

the 19 years I had been married.

The scope of this correspondence

covered our writing each other two
or three times a week - no fi-ee long

distance back then! It was a chronicle

that recorded births and deaths, joy and

sadness, faith and hope. I had no idea I

was writing an account of 19 years of

ordinary time.

The readings for this weekend speak

to us about suffering and redemption. In

Mark's Gospel we hear James and John

readily answer "We can" when Jesus

asks them if they can drink the cup he

will drink.

At times we may be tempted to

wonder with a bit ofsuperiority how they

could possibly misunderstand the import

of Jesus' question. Like James and John,

we have vowed to drink the cup Jesus

offers us without knowing where the

journey will lead us, but knowing that

what we leave behind may be a message

ofredemption.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
"ScHpttiifeflSr the week of Oct. 15-21

Sunday (Twenty-eight Sunday in Ordinary Times), Wisdom 7:7-11, Hebrews 4:12-13,

Mark 10:17-30; IWIonday (St. Hedwig, St. Margaret Mary Alacoque), Galatians 4:22-24,

26-27, 31-5:1, Luke 11:29-32; Tuesday (St. Ignatius of Antioch), Galatians 5:1-6,

Luke 11:37-41; Wednesday (St. Luke), 2 Timothy 4:10-17, Luke 10:1-9; Thursday

(St. John de Brebeuf, St. Isaac Jogues and companions), Ephesians 1:1-10, Luke

11:47-54; Friday (St. Paul of the Cross), Ephesians 1:11-14, Luke 12:1-7; Saturday,

Ephesians 1 :1 5-23, Luke 12:8-12.

Scripture for the week of Oct. 22-28

Sunday (Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 53:10-11, Hebrews 4:14-16,

Mark 10:35-45; Monday (St. John of Capistrano), Ephesians 2:1-10, Luke 12:13-21;

Tuesday (St. Anthony Mary Claret), Ephesians 2:12-22, Luke 12:35-38; Wednesday,

Ephesians 3:2-12, Isaiah 12:2-6, Luke 12:39-48; Thursday, Ephesians 3:14-21, Luke

12:49-53; Friday, Ephesians 4:1-6, Luke 12:54-59; Saturday (Sts. Simon and Jude),

Ephesians 2:19-22, Luke 6:12-16.

Abbotswood Senior Living

For more than 17 years, Abbotswood at

Irving Park has built a reputation on

providing exemplary retirement living services to

independent seniors. Residents enjoy the largest

I and 2 bedroom floorplans in Irving Park,

delicious meals, a full-time wellness director and month-to-month rental

with NO BUY-IN FEES. Optional in-home health care services are

available. Call today to schedule your personal tour.

(336) 282-8870 Ai^orswooD
at Irving Park

Tie onlyJiill service retirement living address in the heart ofIrving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • wwwJciscosenjorliving.com
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Priest band goes rock-rock-rocking on

heaven's door

Adult Degree Program
Information Session

Wednesday, October 1

8

10 am & 7 pm

Attend up to full-time

only 2 nights per week!

Many low-income parents can attend tuition-free.

You may qualify ifyou meet the following criteria:

Children at home:

1

2

3

4

Household income less than:

$24,000

$28,000

$34,000

$40,000

AND you have a C+ average in high school

and/or previous college.

Over 30 different programs including:

Accounting

Business Management
Computer Information Systems

Criminal Justice

Elementary Education (K-6)

Psychology

plus many others!

To reserve a seat, call (704) 825-6666.

www.belmontabbeycollege.edu/adult-education

The Catholic College of the Carolinas

MISSION, Kan. (CNS) — If that

pulsing beat and those screaming guitars

are driving you crazy at night, think twice

before calling the cops on those rock-star

wannabes jammin' out down the street.

You might just find your pastor

singing lead.

That's right. Four priests of the

Archdiocese of Kansas City — three

of them pastors — and a layman
studying for the permanent diaconate

have been putting in the after-hours

lately, rehearsing for their next gig.

In fact, the three pastors — Fathers

Ken Kelly, Mark Mertes and John
Reynolds — are celebrating the 15th

anniversary of their combination oldies-

rock group called the Priest Band.
The group's first gig was at a parish

appreciation dirmer.

"We performed as a singalong

group," said Father Mertes, pastor of

Holy Cross Church in Overland Park.

"But during our next gig, we were asked

to leave room for a dance area when
we set up. So we quickly turned into a

performance band."

Now joined by the associate pastor

of Cure of Ars Church in Leawood,
Father Kent O'Connor, and a diaconate

candidate, Carl Parry, the Priest Band
is rehearsing for several scheduled

appearances in the upcoming months.

This self-described "garage band"

performs at parish and community events,

such as ice cream socials and conventions.

Its gigs are few and far between, but that's

plenty for their busy schedules.

"My motto is, 'Our fame exceeds our

talent,
'

" organizerFatherMertes explained

with a laugh. But the group's playlist is as

varied as its members' talents.

It includes popular rock hits such as

Elvis Presley's "All Shook Up" and the

Eagles' "Peacefiil Easy Feeling." Oldies

like "Rockin' Robin" and "Side by Side"

are there as well.

"We perform happy, hopeful music

and songs that work for the group we are

CNS PHOTO BY ElMNA GENERAaY, ThE Le/MEN

Members of the Priest Band are (from left) Father

Kent O'Connor, Father Mark Mertes, Father Ken

Kelly, Father John Reynolds and Carl Parry The four

priests and Parry, a layman who is studying for

the permanent diaconate, have been rehearsing

for their next gig.

playing for," said Father Kelly, pastor of

St. Pius X Church in Mission.

One of their specialties is a repertoire

of '30s and '40s hits, including "Tip

Toe Through the Tulips" (later recorded

by Tiny Tim in the 1960s). This crowd-

pleaser features Father Kelly on the

ukulele.

Vocal duties are shared by all

but Parry, although Father Reynolds

sings lead on only a few numbers. The
remaining three priests sing both solo

and in two- or three-part harmony.

As much as all five appreciate the

way the band helps them keep music in

their lives, all agree that it also serves as

a release for them.

"Singing takes me out of my
everyday life and gives me a chance

to do something different," said Father

Mertes. "This is a fun group ofguys, and

it's nice getting together with them to

make music."

CAMDEN
LEARNING CENTER™

is a personalized

educational center offering

specialized tutoring

for all ages in:

Reading • Phonics

Written Language • Math

Study Skills

SAT/ACT Preparation

Let Camden help.

Felicia Stisi, Owner/Director

Parishioner, St. Matthew Catholic Church

& Parent, St. Matthew Catholic School student

South Charlotte

(704) 752-4234
www.canidenleafningcenter.ooni

7?te Aemiimtic Skige'
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Vatican City necropolis now
open to visitors

TOMBS, from page 1

touchingly simple, is one of more than

250 tombs discovered beneath Vatican

City and now on display to visitors for

the first time.

The necropolis— literally a "city of

ihe dead"— was imearthed in 2003 when
the Vatican began digging foundations

for a parking lot. The area containing

the tombs was carefiilly excavated, with

results that surprised the experts.

"We discovered what might be

called a small funerary Pompeii," said

Giandomenico Spinola, who oversaw

the archaeological work for the Vatican

Museums.
Spinola explained to reporters Oct. 9

that many ofthe tombs were preserved in

a mudslide that occurred on the Vatican

hill in ancient times. When the tombs

were excavated, they still contained the

decorations, ritual furnishings, mosaics

and fi-escoes fi-om 2,000 years ago.

"This is the type of complex that

is usually lost over time. It contains the

tombs of rich families, middle-class

families and even some slaves," he said.

Those buried at the site included

noblemen, scribes and a horse trainer

who worked the chariot races.

Throughout the cemetery
archaeologists found a wealth of altars,

urns, ceramic cups and bowls, oil lamps,

statues and obituary inscriptions. One area

is scattered with terra-cotta tubes leading

into graves; relatives of the deceased

would pour ritual offerings of milk or

wine for the dead through the tubes. The

tombs date fi-om the time of Augustus

in the early first century to the time of

Constantine in the early fourth century.

The excavated area, located not

far fi-om the papal apartments in the

northeastern comer of Vatican City, was
part ofthe "Via Triumphalis" (Triumphal

Way), a major road leading out ofancient

Rome that was lined with tombs. It is

uncormected with the cemetery on the

other side of the Vatican hill, believed to

hold the tomb of St. Peter.

As of mid-October, visitors can

make an appointment to see the new
necropolis, walking on a catwalk above

the site where workers are still completing

Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT

PARISH ORGANIST:OurLady oftheAssumption
in Charlotte is looking for a parish organist Contact

Deacon Peter Duca: (704) 573-0097.

SERVICES

ABUNDANT LIFE HEALTH SOLUTIONS:
Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Improve

CNS PHOTO COURTESY OF VATICAN MUSEUMS

An artist's reconstruction shows a necropolis

discovered below Vatican City in 2003. The tombs

date from the time of Augustus in the early first

century to the time of Constantine in the early

fourth century.

the excavation. The area has been walled

and roofed and equipped with an air-

monitoring system.

One of the most intriguing new
finds was in a family tomb chamber

that contained five beautifixlly sculpted

marble sarcophagi. On one wall is a

fi"escoed peacock, and on the floor a

mosaic showing an intoxicated Dionysus

being held up by a young satyr.

The sarcophagi also have pagan

themes. But the latest sarcophagus, that

of a young Roman man who died at age

17, bears a relief of a praying woman.
Vatican experts believe it is probably

a Christian symbol that illustrates, within

one family grave site, the growing

influence of Christianity in Rome late in

the third century.

Another tomb that has piqued

historians' interest is that of a certain

Alcimus, who worked for the Emperor

Nero as the set director for the most

important theater ofthe period, the Theater

ofPompeii, located in downtown Rome.
The discovery of the necropolis

meant the Vatican's covered parking

lot is a little bit smaller than planned.

It operates next to the archaeological

site, divided by a thin wall from the

ancient tombs.

your health - Abundantly! Ask about FREE
Wellness Evaluations! Julie Leonard - Personal

Welbiess Coach. (888) 803-ALHS

FOR SALE

HOME: Lake Wylie, SC (near Charlotte). 3

BD/2BA home, excellent school district, nice

neighbors, community pool and playground, new
Catholic church being buih nearby. $196,000.

vmw.homesbyowner.com/28338

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readersi Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC
28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

SUSAN is

SEVENTY-ONE.

[Okay, she's 10 in this picture.] And 10 is how youthful

her spirit still feels today. She loves- rose gardens, her

grandkids, and the occasional yoga class. To h^r,

wellness is the focus of her future. She plans to live

life to the fullest. She plans to live life here...

pgKIKIVBVKK)atMARYFlELD
A Retirement Living Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of die Poor Servants of the Mother ofGod

(336) 8864103 or toll free (866) 627-9343

www.PennybymAtMaryfieId.coin

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260 NP/CNR/yngi



October 13, 2006

FROM THE COVER
The Catholic News & Herald 13

Franciscans honor life, passion

of St. Francis of Assisi

SAINT, from page 1

Francis' last hours of life.

The brothers and sisters of the

Brother Francis Fraternity of the Secular

Franciscan Order in Hickory joined in

that celebration on the same day at St.

Francis ofAssisi Church in Lenoir.

The Hickory fraternity made their

celebration a monastic one this year, so

the brothers wore brown monks' robes

and reenacted the scenes leading up to St.

Francis' death.

John Martin played the part of St.

Francis, while Bill Brockhoff, Frank

Cogger and Doug Miller played the

brothers who were with him during his

death. Bill Borst narrated the story for

those in attendance.

St. Francis asked that canticles be

simg by the brothers around him during

his final illness, so the participants in

the Lenoir Transitus service, led by the

sisters of the local fraternity, sang verses

of "All Creatures of Our God and King"

between sections of the narrative.

The brothers in Italy arranged for St.

Francis to be carried to the Portiuncula

chapel outside of Assisi, where St.

Francis founded his order. They took him
to a tiny hut in the forest near the Basilica

of St. Mary of the Angels. The basilica is

built around the chapel, which had been

an abandoned Benedictine chapel until

St. Francis restored it in 1207.

Many people visited St. Francis in the

solitude of this location before his death.

All received special messages and blessings

from the saint. Included in these blessings

was St. Clare ofAssisi, who professed her

vows in the chapel and started a Franciscan

order for women in 1212.

The Pardon of Assisi, also called

the Portiuncula Indulgence, is earned by

pilgrims who confess their sins and make
a sincere promise of repentance in the

church each Aug. 2.

The day before he died, St. Francis

asked for bread. He blessed it, broke it

and distributed it to all present, just as

Christ did. at the Last Supper, while the

Passion was read from the Gospel of

John. Participants in the Lenoir Transitus

service also received a piece of bread

while this portion of the story was read.

St. Francis was placed on the ground

the next day in a coarse sackcloth, his head

covered with ashes and dust. At the Lenoir

Traiisitus, participants read Psahn 142, led

by two sisters of the fraternity, just as the

brothers of St. Francis did in 1226.

A biographer of St. Francis wrote

that, as the Psalm ended, a multitude of

crested larks flocked about the roofofthe

hut, chirping as if to bewail the loss of

their friend. At the same hour, a brother

saw a shining star being borne on a white

Photo Br Ellen N. Sigmon

Members of the Secular Franciscan Order in Hickory process into St. Francis of Assisi Church in Lenoir

Oct. 3 as part of a "Transitus" service honoring St. Francis' final hours.

cloud toward heaven.

The Transitus finished with a renewal

of Secular Franciscan commitment and

a blessing. Participants then went to the

parish hall for refreshments and a video

on the lives of St. Francis and St. Clare.

Secular Franciscan Order members
strive to live the Gospel in the maimer
of St. Francis by spreading it by word
and example. Persons seeking to join

the order spend two to three years in the

exploration and candidacy process.

There are approximately 18,000

members of the order in the United

States, which is open to practicing

Catholics who do not belong to any

religious or other secular order.

UPCOMING
The Hickory fraternity will sponsor a

re-enactment of the Crib at Greccio,

a live nativity reminiscent of the one

organized by St. Francis in 1223, at

the Catholic Conference Center in

Hickory, 3 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 10.

Inquire and apply online at:

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

For more information call 1.888.222.0110 or email: admissions® bac^edu
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Respect life, reject

violence
Change, action needed to end killing

As someone who regularly

experiences having statements taken out

of context, I can imagine Pope Benedict

XVI's sad disappointment over the anger

and violence that resulted from a few

controversial sentences lifted from his

recent lecture in Germany.

During a talk on faith and reason

delivered at the University ofRegensberg,

the pope highlighted a 14th-century

dialogue between Byzantine Emperor

Manuel II Paleologus and a Persian

scholar. What angered some Muslims

was the pope's quotation of statements

by Paleologus that certain teachings of

Mohammed were "evil and inhuman"

and called for spreading the faith ofIslam

by the sword.

But the pope bridged those words to

another quoted passage from Paleologus:

"God is not pleased by blood— and not

acting reasonably is contrary to God's

nature."

That quote pointed to a major theme

of the pope's address: that violence is

incompatible with God's nature. But this

extremely important teaching was missed

by many because a few words were taken

out of context.

Perhaps the pope's message would

have been better received if he had

included words to balance Paleologus'

criticism of Mohammed. Islam is not the

only religion needing to be reminded that

violence is offensive to the loving nature

of God.

History is loaded with Christian

violence. Christians fighting Christians.

Christians fighting Muslims. Christians

fighting Native Americans.

Violence is evil no matterwho is doing

the killing. But what makes Christian

violence especially unreasonable is that

our founder was completely nonviolent.

"But I say to you that listen, love

your enemies, do good to those who hate

you, bless those who curse you, pray for

those who abuse you. If anyone strikes

you on the cheek, offer the other also ....

give to anyone who begs from you. ... Do
to others as you would have them do to

you" (Lk 6:27-31).

In his 2002 Easter Sunday message,

Pope John Paul II said: "It seems that war
has been declared on peace. But nothing

Making a

Di^^rence

TONY
MAGLIANO

GUEST COLUMNIST

is resolved by war. It only brings greater

suffering and death.

"Nothing is resolved through reprisal

and retaliation. This is a truly great

tragedy. ... No one can remain silent

or inactive, no political or religious

leader!"

The United Nations recently reported

that 3,009 people were killed in Iraq

during August. The month before, Iraq

witnessed the deaths of 3,590 people.

The U.N. report said that the current

level of violence "is challenging the very

fabric of the country."

Yet, contrary to Pope John Paul's

bold teachings, the vast majority of

political and religious leaders are silent

and inactive.

Of course, the evil of violence is not

limited to war.

Modem society has accepted the

.erroneous notion that the violence of

abortion solves problems of unwanted

pregnancies, that the violence of capital

punishment solves problems ofcrime and

that the violence of unbridled capitalism

and globalization solves problems of

poverty.

During October, Respect Life Month,

dedicated also to the Virgin Mary, it

would do us good to pray daily this

moving prayer composed by Pope John

Paul:

"Immaculate Heart of Mary, help us

conquer the power of evil. From famine

and war, deliver us. From nuclear war,

from every kind of war, deliver us.

From sins against human life at its very

beginning, deliver us.

"From hatred and from the demeaning
of the dignity of the people of God,

deliver us. From every kind of injustice,

within nations and among nations,

deliver us."

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of

250 words or less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address

and daytime phone number of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be

condensed due to space limitations and edited for clarity, style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items

submitted to The Catholic News & Herald become the property of the newspaper

and are subject to reuse, in whole or in part, in print, electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267,

Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

What the Amish are teaching us

about forgiveness

I

Not forgiving others removes Christ, adds

I

emptiness to our lives

It will be hard to forget the horror

that happened the first week of October

to the peaceful, God-loving Amish
community ofNickel Mines, Pa.

That a disturbed man could invade

the school where Amish children

respectfully and peacefully were learning

their lessons, intending to sexually

molest and kill young girls, will forever

sear our memories.

But beyond the headlines about

this horrific crime was another one, as

expressed in my daily paper: "Amish
Urge Forgiveness for Shooter." Reporters

kept asking about "revenge and hatred,"

but the Amish parents, relatives and

fiiends spoke of forgiveness.

For so many onlookers, this

willingness to seek forgiveness rather

than vengeance was so out of the

norm that they sought an explanation.

One researcher, Gertrude Huntington,

identified also as an "expert on children

in Amish society," explained: "They
know their children are going to heaven.

They know their children are iimocent

and they know they will join them in

death."

Then she said something everyone

should latch on to: "The hurt is very

great, but they don't balance the hurt

with hate."

Yet, when you are seared by such

horrible loss and pain, how can you fight

the hate that overtakes you? I know that

place. I was thrown into that hell when
I lost a son and a daughter-in-law at the

hands of a murderer.

Then, in the space of a phone call, I

had to struggle with whether forgiveness

was possible, whether it ever made sense

and even whether it was the right thing.

I would break out in a sweat

thinking of the violence, the sin that

happened that night when an 18-year-

old slid through a basement window into

their home, stealthily went up the stairs

to the bedroom where they were sleeping

and shot them to death with his 9 mm
semiautomatic gun.

The word "forgiveness" never

The Bottom

Line

ANTOINETTE
BOSCO

CNS COLUMNIST

crossed my mind, and if it had at that

moment I would have written it off as

nonsensical.

But I soon realized there was only

one path that could help me survive

— to put my life solidly in the hands of

my God. My children helped me, as we
struggled together to find our souls, so

damaged by this horror.

We always had been opposed to the

death penalty, and healing first began

when we wrote to the judge, asking

that the young man not be executed.

Then it was another mother, who had

moved beyond hatred and revenge

after the murder of her daughter, who
unknowingly helped me.

She began writing to the murderer,

saying honestly, "This does not mean that

I think you are innocent or that you are

blameless for what happened."

It was what she then said that made
an imprint in my heart: "What I learned

is this: You are a divine child ofGod. You
carry the Christ-consciousness within

you. You are surrounded by God's love

even as you sit in your cell. The Christ in

me sends blessings to the Christ in you."

I cried my eyes out. She made me
understand in a new way what Jesus

meant by forgiveness and why it must be

a way of life, a way to live continuously.

Now I could see that the minute we say

"no" to forgiveness, we are gouging

Christ out of our life, and from that

resulting emptiness of soul we have

nothing to give another.

This is what the Amish commimity

knows. From their tragedy, they're

sharing this knowledge with all of us!

Image Factor
Americans' overall view of Jews is more
positive than of any other religious group.

4

CATHOLICS 1^
31 12

EVANGELICALS
25

MUSLIMS
41 30

SCIENTOLOG tSTS
32 53

{positive i I neutral negative

From Aug. 28-30 survey of 1,001 national adults. There is 95 pt&raenx
confidence that the margin or sampling error is plus or minus 3 percent.

Source: Gallup Poll
.
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The paradox of life: To

grow up and be little

Humility and service to others are

keys to salvation

Guest

Column

I sometimes wonder why Jesus did

what he did

Our culture seems to warn us not to

be childish. How many times do we say

to one another, "Come on, grow up!"

But sometimes being child-like,

being little, can have its benefits.

After traveling through Galilee,

Jesus' disciples were discussing who was

more important, who would be first in the

kingdom of God.

When Jesus asked them what they

were discussing, an awkward silence

fell upon them. No one wanted to

answer; they were embarrassed because

they were arguing about who was
"number one."

Then Jesus showed his masterful

skill as teacher: "If anyone wishes to be

first, he shall be the least of all and the

servant of all." (Mark 9:35).

He took a child, placed him in the

middle and, putting his arms around the

boy, said to them, "Whoever receives a

child such as this in my name, receives

me, and whoever receives me, receives

not me but the one who sent me."

(Mark 9:37).

The disciples failed miserably to

understand that Jesus had used action

rather than rationalization. With a child,

what you see is what you get — no

rationalization or sophistication there.

Children are also more vulnerable; they

rely on adults to protect and guide them.

So are we in our relationship

with God.

First, God does not love us because

we are good. He helps us be good
because he loves us.

Second, we are vulnerable and
powerless when the world controls us,

but we are powerful and strong when we
control the world.

Third, stop arguing about the details

of pride and success because eventually

you will lose sight of the whole picture

of life.

Fourth, trying to imitate Jesus can be

discouraging. We hear his call to follow,

we recognize what he has done, we see

what we must do and we crumble.

CAPUCHIN
FATHER JOHN C.

AURILIA
GUEST COLUMNIST

We say, "I don't have it in me.

I cannot do it. I will never make a
\

difference in the world. I am just one of

the little people."

The last statement really

makes sense, because Jesus loves

"little" people.

He said that the little, the humble,

the meek and the gentle are great in

God's eyes, and the so-called great,

successful, proud people are very small
[

or absent fi'om his sight.

It seems that many people are really

concerned about who is the greatest in

sports, education, politics or just about

everj^hing. Christ moves in the opposite

direction: "To be the greatest, you must

be the servant of all."

Father Aurilia is the pastor of
Immaculate Conception Church in

Rendersonville.

Questions I'm often asked
Answers to inquiries about

faith, salvation

"Do Catholics adore Mary?"
No, Mary wouldn't like that.

"What role do saints play in the

Catholic Church?"

They are the heroes who have gone
before us. We try to imitate them in their

holiness. We sometimes ask them to pray

for us.

"Why do Catholics have to confess

their sins to a priest? Can't they pray

directly to God?"
Of course, but Jesus wants us to

confess. He instituted the sacrament
of reconciliation for this purpose:
"Whose sins you shall forgive, they are

forgiven, whose sins you shall retain, they

are retained."

Priests have to hear the sins in order

to decide what to do.

"Why do Catholics need to go to

Mass?"

Jesus taught us to say, "Our Father,"

not "my Father." He never intended that

ifeligion be turned into "meligion."

The privatization ofreligion is wrong
because there is a divine commandment
to worship on the Sabbath as
one people.

"What does the Catholic Church
ofiFer that other churches do not?"

It oflfers the real presence of Jesus

Christ in the Eucharist and the unity

derived fi-om one leader with authority,

namely the pope, who is the successor

of St. Peter.

Because of this foundation, we still

have the deposit of faith intact coming to

us from the apostles.

"How is Jesus actually present in the

Eucharist?"

That is a mystery, but the truth of it

is a certainty. Billions of Catholics down
through the centuries have experienced

the nourishment afforded by this

marvelous sacrament.

"What happens with a sacrament?"

The risen Jesus acts in every
sacrament. In the confessional, he is the

one who forgives sin.

The sacraments follow the stages of

life: birth, growth, marriage, worship,

forgiveness, sickness and death.

"When the church aimuls a marriage,

do the children become illegitimate?"

Absolutely not! Only children

bom out of wedlock are considered

illegitimate.

When the church annuls a marriage,

it is not saying that it never existed;

rather, it is declaring that the underlying

contract had a defect.

For instance, if a woman finds out

that her husband already was married,

she can have her marriage to the bigamist

nullified. Once that is done, she is fi-ee

to marry again. The annulment has no

Spirituality

for Today
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bearing on the legitimacy ofany children

bom of the union.

"What does the church teach about

heaven and hell?"

The church, and every other religion

in the world, teaches that good is

rewarded and evil is punished.

Evil exists all around us. Those
caught up in it suffer the consequences

in this world and the next. People create

their own hell.

St. Catherine once said, "All the way
to heaven is heaven, and all the way to

hell is hell," and this is true.

"But aren't we saved automatically

by the death of Jesus on the cross?"

Lots of Christians think so, but if

that were tme, why would Jesus have

said, "Depart fi-om me, with your curse

upon you, into the eternal fire prepared

fot the devil and his angels. For I was
hungry, and you gave me no food,

etc."(Mt 25:42)?

Jesus is mercifiil, but you have to ask

for his mercy. Hell is a choice.

To accept Jesus as Lord means that

you promise to obey him. "Love one

another"(Jn 13:34) is not a suggestion,

it is a command. Why gamble with your

eternal salvation?

Christians must not

let politics, social

status divide them,

pope says

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

VATICANCITY(CNS)— Christians

are called to form a united community of

faith where social status and politics do

not divide them and where dialogue with

the world does not mean hiding the tmths

of the Christian faith, the pope said.

"Certainly the path of understanding

and dialogue, which the Second Vatican

Council happily undertook, must continue

with firm constancy," Pope Benedict XVI
said at his weekly general audience Oct. 1 1

.

"But this path of dialogue, which is

so necessary, must not lead us to forget

our obligation to recall and demonstrate

with the same energy the principal

elements of our Christian identity, which

cannot be renounced," he said.

The pope foCused on the figures of

Sts. Simon and Jude, continuing his series

of talks about the Twelve Apostles.

Simon, identified in St. Luke's Gospel

as a zealot, a member of a nationalist

movement, had very different political

and religious views from Matthew, the

tax collector, the pope said.

The two disciples are an "obvious

sign that Jesus calls his disciples and

collaborators from the most diverse

social and religious groups," the pope

said. "He is interested in people, not

social categories or labels."

Despite the difficulties they would

have in living and working together, the

disciples find complete unity in Jesus.

"This clearly is a lesson for us, since

we often are inclined to underline our

differences and even our oppositions,

forgetting that in Jesus Christ we have

been given the strength to overcome our

conflicts," Pope Benedict said.

The pope said the Twelve Apostles

were meant to be a model of the church

and, therefore, Remonstrate that in the

church "all gifts, peoples and races— all

human qualities— must have a space and

find their unity in communion with Jesus."

In tuming to St. Jude, the pope

focused on the very briefNew Testament

letter attributed to him. The Letter offude

warns the yoimg Christian communities

to be on guard again§t those who pretend

to love God, but are sowing division with

their erroneous teachings.

The letter, which uses harsh language

to condemn the false teachers, "tells

us something important given all the

temptations and trends present in modem
life: We must preserve the identity ofour

faith," he said.

While being open to dialogue with

others, the pope said, Christians must

have "the strength, clarity and courage"

to proclaim the tmths of their faith.
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The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST 0P IRELHiND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 200?
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and leam of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Highlights include:

spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

Bimratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner
^

Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

Beautiful Glendalough - 6* century monastic site of St. Kevin

Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'Connell Street, shopping - PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

For a brochure with complete details, call Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost

Tours at (800) 713-9800.

Thousands attend, enjoy

Eucharistic Congress'
CHARLOTTE— An estimated 8,000

people took part in the second diocesan

Eucharistic Congress in Charlotte Oct. 6-7.

The two-day event, themed "The
Love of Christ Impels Us," featured

prayer, praise, worship and music
centered on the holy Eucharist.

"In this Congress we especially

explored the idea that in the holy
Eucharist Jesus shares his love with us,

so that transformed by his love we can

be efifective in bringing his love to the

world," said the bishop.

See pages 1, 5-9.

Photos by Kevin E. Murray, Karen A. Evans and Deacon Gerald Potkay

The second diocesan Eucharistic Congress, held at the Charlotte Convention Center Oct. 6-7, featured

a variety of activities and events, including (top) a children's track, (above left) reconciliation, (above

right) a eucharistic procession and (below) speakers including Raymond Arroyo, pictured with members

of the Missionaries of Charity congregation in Charlotte.
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the Diocese of Charlotte!
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— it's FREE!
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diocese of charlotte podcast Check it out at

www.ChariotteDiocese.org.
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On a mission of love and faith
Local collections

mp global benefits

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF ^X^UTER

CHARLOTTE — This

veekend, Oct. 21-22, the

)iocese of Charlotte will

oin Catholics throughout

he world in celebrating

Norld Mission Sunday, with

he theme "Charity: Soul of

he Mission."

Sponsored by the Society

or the Propagation of the

aith, World Mission Sunday

s a day set aside for Catholics

vorldwide to recommit
hemselves to the church's

nissionary activity through

irayer and sacrifice.

Offerings fi-om collections

iTOund the globe are distributed

0 mission dioceses.

World Mission Sunday
ollections fund a variety of

See MISSION, page 9

Courtesy Photo

Father Frank O'Rourke, pastor of St. Ann Church in Charlotte, receives a flower garland as he is greeted at a church in Bakultala

in the Middle Andamans. Father O'Rourke spent December 2005 traveling through the mission diocese of Port Blair, India.

A call to
duty
Navy enlistee wants

first to serve God

BY KATHLEEN HEALY
SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE —
Before she leaves to serve her

country, Sarah Hobbick first

wants to make the commitment

to serve Jesus.

Hobbick will begin basic

training with the U.S. Navy
in February 2007. Prior to

departing fi-om North Carolina,

she will complete her journey

toward the sacrament of

confirmation at Immaculate

Conception Church in

Hendersonville Oct. 23.

"I feel matronly with

the others in my class," said

Hobbick, who began the

confirmation class in January.

"I asked if I was too old

See DUTY, page 13

ingoing

jialogue
slamic scholars write_

K)pe, take issues with

emarks

byJOHNTHAVIS
catholic news service

VATICAN CITY —
itemational Islamic scholars

ublished an open letter to Pope
enedictXVI, taking issue with

hat they described as mistakes

nd oversimplifications of
lam in a recent papal speech

J German academics.

See ISLAM, page?

Pope canonizes four
Being a saint takes courage, says pope

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY —
Presiding over the second
canonization ceremony of his

pontificate, Pope Benedict XVI
honored two women and two
men who demonstrated that

becoming a saint is not for the

weak and fearful.

"The saint is that man, that

woman who, responding with

joy and generosity to the call

of Christ, leaves everything to

follow him," the pope said at

the Oct. 15 canonization Mass
in St. Peter's Square.

Political persecution,

poverty, suspicion and even

opposition firom church leaders

were not uncommon in the

lives of the four new saints:

Mexican Bishop Rafael Guizar

Valencia of Vera Cruz; Italian

Father Filippo Smaldone;
Italian Sister Rosa Venerini:

See SAINTS, page 8

CNS PHOTO BY GlANCARLO GlULWNI, CaTHOUC PrESS PhOTO

Tapestries hanging from St. Peter's Basilica show four new saints canonized by

Pope Benedict XVI at the Vatican Oct. 1 5. From left are Italian Sister Rosa Venerini,

Mexican Bishop Rafael Guizar Valencia, Italian Father Filippo Smaldone and Mother

Theodore Guerin.
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Around the Diocese

Parishioners help

homeless, needy

I
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Culture Watch

Popular papal mini-books;

cartoon on JPU

I PAGES 10-11

Perspectives

God's sacred, unique gift;

the Catholic League

I PAGES 14-15
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In Brief
Current and upcom-
ing topics from around
the world to your own

CATHOLICS IN SPACE

CNS PHOTOS COURTBY OF NASA

Astronauts Daniel C. Burbank (left), Heidemarie Stefanyshyn-Piper and Christopher J. Ferguson are pictured

in their official photos from NASA. The three Catholic astronauts were part of a six-member crew aboard

the space shuttle Atlantis on a 1 2-day mission to the space station in September.

Watching shuttle launch

scarier than being part of it,

says astronaut
PHILADELPHIA (CNS) — It is

scarier to watch a space shuttle launch

than it is to be part of one, according to

Christopher Ferguson, who piloted the

space shuttle Atlantis in September.

Ferguson, 45, a captain in the U.S.

Navy, said that by the time astronauts are

locked in the shuttle they're too busy to

be scared.

"When you're there, you're the one

flipping the switches. You're the one

responsible for making sure that things

get done on time and correctly. You really

put your fears behind you," he said.

"If you're going to worry ... you

worry about it before you launch,"

Ferguson said.

He was one ofat least three Catholics

on the six-member shuttle crewwho were

on a 12-day mission to the International

Space Station.

The Atlantis crew returned to earth

Sept. 21 after a journey of more than 4.9

million miles in space.

"But I think it's like most things

in life, when you're ready to take a big

leap. You make all your terms with God
upfront, beforehand," Ferguson said.

"Then you put your head down, you
bore ahead and you do everything you're

supposed to do — hopefully, in the way
that you're supposed to do it," he said.

For Ferguson, a member of St.

Bemadette Parish in Houston with his

wife and three children, prayer was
pivotal in his preparation for the Sept. 9

space shuttle liftoff.

The astronauts' mission to the

space station was the first in a series of

missions.

The crew began reconstruction of

the station after a four-year break in the

project. They installed a solar power unit

and truss structure and constructed three

complex spacewalks.

Ferguson said he remembers as a

young boy watching television as Neil

Armstrong stepped on the moon and his

dad telling him he would not forget that.

Another astronaut, Heidemarie

Stefanyshyn-Piper, 43, who was raised

in both the Latin-rite Catholic Church

and the Ukrainian Catholic Church in St.

Paul, Minn., currently lives in Houston

with her husband and son.

She decided to become an astronaut

almost by default.

She failed the eye test necessary to

become a Navy pilot, so she became a

diver in the Navy doing underwater ship

repair. She figured she could use those

same skills in space doing repair and

building work.

She said was nervous before the

launch because she didn't know what

to expect, but she also trusted that God
would take care of her.

"I know God and my guardian angel

are looking out for me and are going to

keep me safe," Stefanyshyn-Piper said.

"I feel that if it's time for me to go to

heaven then the time is there. ... But at the

same time, I definitely wanted to come
back to the ground."

With this mission, she joined six ,

other women in making space history by

walking in space to help make repairs on

'

the space station.

Another astronaut, Daniel Burbank,

is a 25-year member of the Knights of

Colimibus council in Tolland, Corm.

Burbank was a U.S. Coast Guard

rescue pilot for several years before

applying to NASA — he applied three

times before being accepted to the

space program.

His first space flightwas in September

2000, also aboard Atlantis and also

involving work on the space station.

Burbank stressed the importance of

working with others, saying that in space

flight in particular "your life is in the

hands of your crewmates, and their lives

are in your hands as well. So you've got

to genuinely care about them and they've

got to care about you."

"I think being a good person, being

reliable, being trustworthy, and genuinely

caring about people is real important,"

he said.

Parishes see little damage from

strong earthquake in Hawaii
at

HONOLULU (CNS)— hiitial reports

indicated that there was little damage
to Catholic parishes in Hawaii from a

magnitude 6.7 earthquake Oct. 15.

A note posted on the Diocese of

Honolulu's Web site said that although

"there are reports of possible structural

damage to some of our structures," most

parishes were fine.

Power was restored to the diocesan

chancery building at approximately 7:10

p.m., about 12 hours after the earthquake

occurred, the note said.

Pastors and administrators of the

diocese's 61 parishes were asked to

"report any problems or needs" to Bishop

Clarence Silva or Father Marc Alexander,
vicar general.

Although the earthquake and its

aftershocks caused blackouts and
landslides on the Island of Hawaii, also

known as the Big Island, no fatalities

were reported. The headquarters of the

Diocesan
planner

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Theology on Tap, a dynamic

speaker series designed to provide young adults

in their 20s and 30s with the opportunity to

discover more about their faith in a relaxed open

environment, will be held Oct 24 at 6:30 p.m. at

Pepperoni's Pizza in Park Road Shopping Center.

These interactive events will explore the issues and

challenges that Catholic young adults face in the 2 1 st

century. Contact Catrina at (704) 665-7374 or e-mail

c_l_conway@hotmail.com for more information, or

visit www.compass-catholic.com.

CHARLOTTE— Charlotte Catholic High School

Instrumental Music Department will present

its Fall Concert at St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., Oct. 25 at 7 p.m.

Everyone is invited to attend this free concert. For

more information, call Jackie McCalla at (704)

846-0850.

HUNTERSVILLE—Maxim Healthcare Services

will be at St. Mark Church, 14740 Stumptovm

Rd., Oct. 26 to provide flu and pneumonia

vaccinations. You must schedule an appointment

by calling (704) 895-0496. Maxim will file claims

with the following insurances: Blue Cross/Blue

Shield, Aetna, Medicare Complete, Medicare Part

B and Partners Medicare Choice.

CHARLOTTE — The Seventh Annual Kennedy

Lecture will be presented Oct. 28, 9 a.m.-l p.m.,

at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St. This year's

lecture will be given by Jesuit Father Thomas J.

Reese, former editor of America magazine and

present scholar at the Woodstock Theological

Center at Georgetown University. His talk is

titled, "Survival Guidefor Thinking Catholics. " It

will address the concerns of those who preferred

the pre-Vatican 11 church as well as those who feel

Sa

Honolulu Diocese is on Oahu Island

where about three-fourths of the state 'flF*

population lives

Although the diocese reported th^
earthquake at magnitude 6.6, the National i

^

Earthquake Information Center listeo

its strength at 6.7. Hawaii's stronges'

earthquake occurred in 1868, when 31

people died in a magnitude 7.9 quake thai ^

also triggered a tsunami, according to th( netii

U.S. Geological Survey,

According to The Associated Pressijffi

most of the damage from the lates

earthquake was to bridges and roadsifcoi

The quake took place during a rainstorm) W
causing some landslides.

Rodney Haraga, director of the

Hawaii Department of Transportation

told CBS' "The Early Show" that powej irl

outages were due mainly to an automatic

shutoff of systems when monitors sensed d
an earthquake. Each electrical systent W
then needed to be rebooted, he said

the Council did not go far enough. Admission is free

but call (704) 332-2901, ext. 12 for reservations. FoAw
more information, visit www.stpeterscatholic.org.

HUNTERSVILLE — A Mass to Honor Deceasec

Loved Ones is celebrated the last Friday of eacl K
month at 7:30 p.m. St. Mark Church, 1474(; M
Stumptown Rd. For more information, call Pani

Schneider at (704) 875-0201. . ilf

HUNTERSVILLE — Elizabeth Ministry is a pad '^}^

ministry comprised of St. Mark Church parishioner)

who have lost babies before of shortly after births

Confidential peer ministry, information and spiritua

materials are offered at no cost or obligation te

anyone who has experienced miscarriage, stillbirtl

or the death of a newborn. For details, call Sandj

Buck at (704) 948-4587.

i iCaib

GASTONIA VICARIATE iDio

BELMONT — Father David Valtierra from the W
Oratory in Rock Hill will lead a retreat Nov. 5 •?*

1-4 p.m., at Queen of the Apostles Church, 50- 16

1

N. Main St. The retreat's theme will be "Jesus.

the Prophet of New Life. " The refreat will oper jtap

with a light meal at 12:30 p.m. No pre-registratioi

needed. For more information, call Contact Dennis IKOI

Teall-Fleming, at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26, or e-mai fin

teallfleming@yahoo.com. Uflt

ifni

GREENSBORO VICARIATE ' t-Si

GREENSBORO

—

Theologyon Tap, a speaker serie! >«•

for Catholic adults in their 20s and 30s, will meet a flw

Logan's Roadhouse, 1300 Bridford Pkwy., Oct. 25' fesh

Nov. 2, 8 and 15 at 6:45 p.m. Come and experienw

great sjjeakers, excellent food and conversation. W<

will be sponsoring a food drive for Urban Ministry!

For more information, e-mail greensborotot(a
j(yj]

yahoo.com, visit www.triadcatholics.org or call Del

at (336) 286-3687. fc^

GREENSBORO — The Reemployment Suppor ^
Group of St. Paul the Apostle Church will meet Oct W
26, 7:30-9 p.m., in Room 8 ofthe Parish Life Center |tt

2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. If you are currently ou
Itui
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ROM THE VATICAN

t/atican official: Embracing poverty

will help religious find justice
li VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
mpact ofreligious orders on the search for

ustice and peace will increase to the extent

ilie|iiat they live lives marked by simplicity

lad sharing the lot of the poor, said the

op-ranking woman at the Vatican.

Salesian Sister Enrica Rosanna,

indersecretary of the Congregation

or Institutes of Consecrated Life and

)Ocieties of Apostolic Life, spoke at the

)ct. 12-13 Vatican seminar on religious

;i|itders and CathoHc social teaching.

The "biggest challenge" facing

eligious orders in their efforts to promote

ustice, peace and the preservation of the

nvironment "is to live in poverty with

implicity and without waste," she said.

Sister Rosanna said in the modem
vorld there is a "concentration of power

Jtiijnd of riches in the hands of a few and,

led herefore, the common good really is

mly the good of some."

In the face of so much poverty, she

^ fwork or lo(^dng to make a career change, join us

ar encouragement, support and informative topics

J help you in yourjob search. For more information,

aJ all Colleen Assal at (336) 294-4696, ext. 226.

^ iREENSBORO — The Franciscan Family of
^( Ireensboro will host an informational meeting

^ bout flie secular Franciscan life Oct. 29, 2-3:30 p.m.

t St. Francis Springs Prayer Center, 477 Grogan

[^Ld. For more information, call Frank Massey at

336)299-5038.

TONEVTLLE — Fostering Justice Worldwide,

ponsored by the diocesan Office of Justice and

•eace, will share Catholic Relief Services (CRS)

lories. This free event will take place at St. Francis

•prings Prayer Center, 477 Grogan Rd., St., Nov. 4,

-4:30 p.m. The program will provide an overview

f Catholic social teaching, CRS-related work in

ie Diocese of Charlotte, CRS work in Africa,

resentations on effective advocacy and more,

or specific details about the Saturday afternoon

vents please call the Office of Justice and Peace

t (704) 370-3234 or (704) 370-3225, or e-mail

JSticepeace@charlottediocese.org.

01

iii ilCKORY VICARIATE

4flCKORY — The annual World Community Day
cumenical worship service will be held Nov. 3 at

p.m. at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 547 6th St.

(W. "Signs of Healing" is the theme for this year's

irvice. Stories of healing in situations of conflict

nd crisis will be shared. Child care will be provided,

efreshments will be served. For more information,

all Carole Marmorato at (828) 256-8956.

#1

ALISBURY VICARIATE
i| ALISBURY

—

Elizabeth Ministry is a peer ministry

)el omprised of Sacred Heart Church parishioners

/ho have lost babies before or shortly after birth,

onfidential peer ministry, information emd spiritual

laterials are offered at no cost or obligation to

nyone who has experienced miscarriage, stillbirth

r the death of a newborn. For details, call Renee
/ashington at (704) 637-0472 or Sharon Burges at

704) 633-0591.

said, religious become concrete witnesses

to the values of the kingdom of God by

living simple and sober lives in solidarity

with the poor, sharing their homes, their

food, their time, talents and faith.

Only people who have stripped

themselves of "titles, roles, prestige and

fame" can communicate with clarity

the Gospel message of love, peace and

salvation in Christ, she said.

The congregation for religious, the

Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace

and the justice and peace offices of

the world's major religious orders co-

sponsored the conference.

No one doubts that religious orders

have been and continue to be the Catholic

Church's main force for justice and peace

in the world, said Cardinal Renato Martino,

head ofthe justice and peace council.

The aim, he said, is "to be saints

in Christ in order to anticipate the

new humanity."

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY—A Charismatic Prayer Group meets

Fridays at 3:30 p.m. in the Glenmary House of

St. William Church, 765 Andrews Rd. join ns

for praise music, witness, teaching, prayers and

laying on of hands for those in need. For more

details, call Gery Dashner at (828) 494-2683.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-J:15 p.m., at the Fatima

Chapel, 21 1 W. Third St. Dr. Kevin High

will speak on "AIDS: A Faith Perspective" Oct.

25. The sacrament ofreconciliation will be offered

at 12 p.m. in the chapel. For more information and

to RSVP, call Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336) 624-

1971 or e-mail kganiel@triad.rr.com. Walk-ins

are welcome.

CLEMMONS — A Charismatic Prayer Group

meets Mondays at 7:15 p.m. in the eucharistic

chapel of Holy Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon
Rd. Join us for praise music, witness, teaching,

prayers and petition. For more details, call Jim

Passero at (336) 998-7503.

WINSTON-SALEM — St. Benedict the Moor
Church, 1625 East 12th St., hosts a 12:15 p.m.

prayer service, Veni Sanctus Spiritus, the second and

fourth Wednesday of each month. All are welcome

to reflect on God and refresh the spirit in the middle

of a day. For more information call Sister Larretta

Rivera-Williams at (336) 725-9200.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@chariottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in~— calendar thefollowing events:

J
)ct. 22 -11:15 a.m.

« iacrament of Confirmation

' it. Joseph Church, Bryson City

J)ct. 23— 7 p.m.

acrament of Confirmation

rwiaculate Conception Church, Hendersonville

Oct. 29— 2 p.m.

Holy IMass for Catholic Heritage Society

St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Chariotte

Vatican: Prejudice against one
religion puts all faiths at risk

WARSAW, Poland (CNS) —
Whenever a religion is the subject

of prejudice or discrimination, all

religions are at risk, a Vatican official

told the Organization for Security and

Cooperation in Europe.

Religious communities have
tremendous power to promote respect

and tolerance, but they are unable "to

effectively work against stereotypes if

they themselves are victims of them,"

said Msgr. Ettore Balestrero, an official

of the Vatican Secretariat of State.

The official spoke Oct. 12 during

an aimual meeting at which OSCE's 56

member nations review progress made
on issues related to promoting democracy

and human rights.

"No partnership among cultures,

religions and ethnic identities can be

established without mutual knowledge,"

Msgr. Balestrero said. "Creating a

partnership requires dialogue."

The conmion ground must be built

upon respect for religions and culture,

not on excluding religious values and

believers from public debates, he said.

Msgr. Balestrero referred to Pope

Benedict XVI's Sept. 12 speech in

Regensburg, Germany, on the relationship

between faith and reason.

The pope's speech, he said, was a

call "not to consider the mockery of the

sacred a right of freedom."

When religion is treated as

a "subculture" and sidelined from
dialogue among cultures, those who are

deeply religious consider it an attack

against their deepest convictions, Msgr.

Balestrero said.

Msgr. Balestrero asked the OSCE
to take seriously its commitment "to

light against prejudice, intolerance and

discrimination against Christians and

members of other religions."

"Sentiments ofhatred and vengeance

have been inculcated in numerous young
people in those parts ofthe world marked

by conflicts, in ideological contexts

where the seeds of ancient resentments

are cultivated and their souls prepared for

future violence," he said.

Msgr. Balestrero cited the efforts

of Catholic schools aroimd the world

to educate young people in respect,

tolerance and dialogue based on the

recognition that all people are created in

the image and likeness of God.

Remembering Fatima

CNS PHOTO BY Marcos Borga, Rejters

Bishops and priests process at the start of a Mass at the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal Oct.

1 3. Pilgrims converged on Fatima to celebrate the 89th anniversary of the last apparition of Mary to

three shepherd children Oct. 1 3, 1917. At this apparition, an estimated 70,000 people witnessed the

"miracle of the sun."

DIOCESAN REQUIREMENTS FOR REPORTING MINISTRY-REUTED

SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR
1 . Any individual having actual knowledge of or reasonable cause to suspect an incident of

ministry-related sexual abuse is to immediately report the incident to the Chancery.

2. The Chancery will then report the incident to the proper civil authorities. The individual re-

porting the incident to the Chancery will be notified ofthe particulars regarding the Chancery's

filing of the incident with civil authorities.

3. This reporting requirement is not intended to supersede the right of an individual to make

a report to civil authority, but is to ensure proper, complete and timely reporting. Should

an individual choose to make a report to civil authority, a report is still to be made to the

Chancery.

I-
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Clothing bodies and souis
Parish coat drive helps those in need

BY KATHLEEN HEALY SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

BREVARD — As the temperature

drops, the generosity of Catholics in

Brevard is on the rise.

Sacred Heart Church in Brevard

recently held its second "Operation Warm
Up," a program aimed at providing winter

coats for families in need in Transylvania

County.

The donated coats were made
available at the parish to those in need

Oct. 7-8.

Parishioner Nancy Friedman
formulated the idea for Operation Warm
Up in January 2001 after witnessing a

young boy and his father going through

donated clothes at the church.

She approached Father Carl Del

Giudice, pastor, and suggested the parish

begin an outreach program to gather

coats for those in need.

"Father graciously agreed to keep all

the coats in the basement of the rectory,"

said Friedman. "He can store about 400

coats down there."

That first year, the parish collected

and donated 400 winter coats. This year,

with the help of the parish community

life program and many volunteers and

donors, the program collected even more

coats.

"This year we have had such

generosity with donations we've hung
the coats on the racks at the church as

well," said Friedman.

An estimated 600 men's, women's
and children's coats were donated over a

six-month period.

The number of donations was
due in part to the irmovative way they

were solicited.

"I didn't want to just put something

in the bulletin that people might read,

or put out a flyer that would be folded

up and stuffed into a back pocket,"

said Friedman.

Instead, Friedman handed out clothes

hangars donated from a local department

store after Masses. Flyers were sent home
with students at Immaculata School in

Hendersonville.

And more than 50 Brevard-area

businesses posted or distributed flyers.

A local radio station and newspaper also

armounced the program.

"The important thing is that the

community made this happen," said

Friedman. "It was everyone being

involved together to do this."

Friedman hopes Operation Warm Up
can eventually become an annual drive.

Coats not chosen were sent to

Safe's Attic, a local thrift store that

supports a shelter for homeless women
and children.

/^^iijll^ ill

Photo by Kathleen Healy Schmieoer

Nancy Friedman and Luis Merino, parishioners of Sacred Heart Church in Brevard, are pictured during

the parish's Operation Warm Up winter coat giveaway Oct. 7-8.

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES

FULLY STOCKED AND READY FOR FALL!

We're brimming over with the latest in Catholic books, new Bible

study materials, spiritual gifts for special occasions. Bibles, artwork,

rosaries - a wide inventory awaits you at both locations!

704^5S-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

maryimmaculata.com

704-342-2878
441 0-F IVIonroe Road,

Charlotte, 28205

Warming the 'body of Christ Be

CouRTBY Photo by Stephen Uzzei

Approximately 80 people gather outside St. Peter Church in Charlotte for the Blanket Banquet Oct. /

Volunteers from various parishes collected and gave away blankets and clothing, as well as meals, t

the homeless.

Blanket Banquet provides warmthy hope

for homeless
CHARLOTTE — After the crowd

departed St. Peter Church in Charlotte to

join the eucharistic procession, another

crowd soon assembled in the falling rain.

Approximately 80 people gathered

outside St. Peter Church for the Blanket

Banquet Oct. 7. Similar to last year,

the event was held after the eucharistic

procession from the church to the

Charlotte Convention Center, part of the

annual diocesan Eucharistic Congress.

Fifty volunteers from parishes around

the Diocese of Charlotte collected and

gave away more than 80 blankets, 300

pairs ofsocks, 300 pairs ofundergarments

and a number ofjackets and other items,

including meals, to homeless persons and

other people in need.

"There were both tears and smiles

of gratitude from our guests," said Greg
Platko, a parishioner of St. Luke Church
in Charlotte.

The weather did little to dampen the

spirits of the volunteers or the people

they served.

"For two hours, we really did share a

bit in their suffering. Someone suggested

that perhaps they felt our love for them

in a more powerfiil way, because wt

were willing to brave the cold and rail

to share the banquet with them," sai«

Platko. "God knows they all desperateh

needed those blankets and jackets t(

stay warm."

In addition to the items givei

away, many of those in need receive<

surprise blessings.

"One couple who had been sleepinj

in the bus station since Thursday final!

got the money they needed to get t(

family in Georgia. They were sobbinj

with joy," said Platko. "Another mai

found a ride to Rock Hill to see hi

mother with cancer. He couldn't stoj

saying 'thank you.'"

"A 60-year-old woman was givei

a hotel room for the night— a piece o

heaven for her," he added.

Platko was grateful to all th

volunteers who helped make the Blanke

Banquet a success, calling them "thi

body of Christ."

"The love and compassion, graci

and kindness, courage and strength wen
only a few of the gifts they gave out,'

he said.

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St Thomas Aquinas

Socii
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'Being still before the Lord can come only from confidence and a calm center of peace.'

Day of reflection for seniors

Prayer is ^listening to God, says priest

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Back by popular

demand, Benedictine Father Kieran

Neilson did not disappoint his audience.

Father Neilson was the featured

speaker and Mass celebrant at the annual

Fall Day ofReflection for Seniors held at

St. Eugene Church in Asheville Oct. 5.

It was one of four days scheduled

at different locations around the

Diocese of Charlotte, each featuring an

inspiring speaker and Mass. Fall Days of

Reflection were held at St. Mark Church

in Huntersville and St. Paul the Apostle

Church in Greensboro.

The events are sponscH-ed by Catholic

Social Service's Elder Ministries.

Father Neilson, chaplain at Belmont

Abbey College, spoke to his audience of

60 senior citizens about the importance

of prayer.

Daily communication with God
is necessary, said Father Neilson, and

prayer is a "simple act of listening."

He encouraged his audience to spend

20 minutes a day in silence, listening

to God.

"Listen to God speaking to you.

Don't say anything, just listen to God

speak through the Psalms," he said.

"Don't worry about distractions. Listen

to God saying this: 'You are my beloved

child. I love you more than you will

ever know.'"

Children also need to hear this

message from their parents, said

Father Neilson.

"All ofus need to know the liberating

words that God loves me with an infinite

love," he said.

Talking and listening to God is not

always easy, said Father Neilson.

"There are going to be dark days—
days when you have difficulty praying.

Even the great mystics had them,"

he said.

Many people become impatient

and expect immediate results fi-om their

prayers, said Father Neilson.

"We become holy by listening to the

Word of God. Being still before the Lord

can come only from confidence and a

calm center ofpeace," he said.

Father Neilson said he tells Belmont

Abbey College students that God speaks

to them, and everyone, in confidence

when they evoke the Holy Spirit's

power. He also teaches that the Blessed

Sacrament can be there in peace and

CSS
Catholic Soda] Services

I^ocese of Chaiiooe

5th Annual

Vineyard of Hope
Wines Around die World
Wine Tasting 8c Auction

This annual fundraiser for Catholic Social Services

provides vital funds for the programs and services of CSS.

' Get a group together and buy your tickets today!

Friday, November 10 — 7 p.m.

Charlotte Marriott SouthPark
(formerly known as The Park Hotel)

AU proceeds benefit

Catholic Social Services

The evening includes: Wine Tasting, Heavy hers d'oeuvres

Live entertainmentfrom 'The Sinatra Experience'

Silent Auction

Individual tickets are $75.

Discounted groups of eight

and sponsorships are also available.

Call 704-370-3232 or

visit www.vineyardofhope.org

Sponsored by: gp Sisters of Mercy

Photos by Carole McGrotty

Senior citizens enjoy a talk by Benedictine Father Kieran Neilson (below) during the Fall Day of Reflection

for Seniors at St. Eugene Church in Asheville Oct. 5.

quiet, and to pray for the grace to hear it.

"Let God judge the effectiveness of

yom prayer. He will be pleased with your

effort," said Father Neilson.

CSS's Elder Ministry provides

leadership and guidance to parishes

and older adults within the Diocese of

Charlotte, to enhance their well-being

and to promote the development of

programs.

Annual events such as the Fall

Day of Reflection and the Spring Fling

provide opportunities for elders to gather

from throughout the diocese.

WANT TO GO?
Upcoming Fall Days of Reflection will be

held at the Catholic Conference Center in

Hickory Nov. 16 and at Curtin Hall in Bel-

mont Nov. 21. For more information, call

(704) 370-3220 or visit www.cssnc.org.

^^The Catholic
v-1 r— Conference
VI I Center

www.cathoiicconference.org

1 551 Trinity Lane. Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

info@ catholicconference.org
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Tearing down roadblocks

to understanding
Jerusalem patriarch shares stories of life

in the Holy Land

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Like Muslims

and Jews, Christians in the Middle East

live under difficult conditions, including

checkpoints, roadblocks and political

and economic instability.

Israeli-imposed travel restrictions

on Palestinians make it difficult, even

impossible, for Palestinian Christians

to visit historical Christian sites such

as Jerusalem's Old City, the Church

of the Holy Sepulchre and the city

of Bethlehem.

Archbishop Fouad Twal, coadjutor

archbishop of the Latin Patriarch of

Jerusalem, and other experts on the Holy

Land spoke to about 100 people at St.

Matthew Church in Chariotte Oct. 14,

giving firsthand accounts of the lives of

Christians living in the Holy Land.

His visit was sponsored by the Holy

Land Christian Ecumenical Foundation

(HCEF), the Latin patriarch of

Jerusalem, the Diocese of Charlotte and

St. Matthew Church.

HCEF was founded in 1999 by

an ecumenical group of American

Christians in order to convey the plight of

Palestinian Christians. The organization

seeks to "replace despair with hope,

fear with security, and humiliation

with human dignity," according to the

organization's Web site.

"In a gospel-rich land. Archbishop

Twal explained that Christians are often

discriminated against by the Israeli

government," said Bryan Broodno,

a parishioner of St. Gabriel Church
in Charlotte. "He demonstrated great

perseverance in his faith and in the power

ofprayer to overcome his oppressors."

Also in attendance were five

Palestinian Christian eighth-graders,

who are spending the month of October

in Charlotte as part of the Children's

Peace Project.

HCEF began this project in an effort

to make a more personal connection

between Western Christians and the

Holy Land Christians. The project allows

a U.S. parish to share their lives with

Christian youths from the Holy Land
in their homes and schools, through the

hosting of Palestinian eighth-graders,

along with their teacher or chaperone, for

a period of six weeks.

Photo by Kwen A. Evans

Profiles of Palestinian Christian children in a child sponsorship program are displayed at St. Matthew Church

in Charlotte Oct. 14, where Archbishop Fouad Twal of Jerusalem gave a presentation on the Holy Land.

"I admire the lengths that the children

in the Holy Land go to in order to

worship," said Broodno. '1 noticed that

the children viewed Archbishop Twal

not as a political and spiritual leader, but

rather as a friend and father figure. It was
comforting to see the love that can exist

in such a froubled area."

Archbishop Twal asked for

Americans to visit theHoly Land, to show
their spiritual support for the Palestinian

Christians living there. He also asked for

their prayers and friendship.

"Your presence in the Holy Land
gives us hope," Archbishop Twal said.

"It lets us know we are not alone in this

world— thatwe have brothers and sisters

all over the world praying for us."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

BLACK CATHOLIC/:
CONTINUING TO GIVE

GLORY TO GOD
IN THE HIGHE/T

CHARLOTTE DIOCE/AN DAY OF REFLECTION
IN PREPARATION FOR

NATIONAL BL\CK CATHOLIC CONCRE// X
BUFFALO, NEW YORK - JULY 12 - 15, 2007

/ATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 9 AM - 430 PM
CATHOLIC CONFERENCE CENTER, HICKORY

THEME: "CHRI/T If WITH llf:

CELEBRATING THE GIFT/ OF THE /ACRAMENTi"

Purpose: The Day of Reflection is intended to plant the seeds for a meaningful and powerful

Congress experience, by enabling participants to begin prayerful reflection on the theme long

before the event; by providing input to NBCC staff and the presenters as they prepare for

Congress; and by building awareness of and enthusiasm in the Charlotte Diocese for the

upcoming Congress. In 2006, we hope that our diocesan gathering will promote Spirit-filled

reflection in anticipation of the 2007 theme, "Christ is with Us: Celebrating the Gift of the

Sacraments."

Process: The Day of Reflection for the Diocese of Charlotte will be held on Saturday, December

2, 2006, 9 am - 4 pm. The Catholic Center, Hickory, NC. Anyone who plans to attend the NBCC -

Congress X must attend this meeting. It will include a variety of activities from prayer and liturgy to

homilies, witnesses, small group discussions, or other activities, and results in written feedback to

the NBCC about the theme of the coming Congress.

Prerequisite:

Attendance at the Day of Reflection for each diocese remains a prerequisKe for attendance

at the Congress. However, all are welcome to attend. So please complete the registration

form and return it by mail ASAP.

REGISTRATION - ONE PERSON PER FORM

Completed registration fonns must be received no later than November 18, 2006.

(Anyone planning to attend NBCC Congress X must attend a Day of Reflection. Attendance will be verified

by the Office of Black Catholics.)

Name:

.

Age (Optional for those 3(H)

Address:

Phone: EMail Address

Parish

:

*Note: Umited free transportation will be provided on a *as needed-first come, first served basis' with

departures from SL Mar/s in Greensboro, with stops at Christ the King in High Point and SL Benedict the

Moor in Winston Salem; iiom Our Lady of Consolation in Charlotte, with stops at Queen of Apostles in

Belmont and SL Michael in Gastonia. Pickup up will begin at the first point by 7 AM. Depending upon

registration, some form of transportation may t>e provided from Asheville and other stops made on the two

above routes. Departure fix)m the Catholk; Center will be at approximately 4:30 pm back to the designated

stops made in route to Hickory. (Circle answers below)

• Would you ride the bus? Yes No

• What pickup point woukl you use?

• Are you interested in attending the National Congress in July 2007? Yes No

• Would you like to get involved with the AAAA Ministry? Yes No.

• Would you be willing to serve on committees to coordinate AAAM events? Yes No

Lunch will be provided by the Catholic Conference Center for $8.50. Attach your check or money order

to your registration fonn.

• If you have dietary restrictions, what are they?

DateSignature

(All valid registrations must be signed.)

^Check or Money Order attached for $8.50 for lunch made payable to African-African-American Affairs

Ministry.

Mail to: African-African American Affoirs Ministry

Diocese of Chariotte

1123 South Church Street

Chariotte, NC 28203

*Those desiring transportation wifl be contacted and informed of times and places of scheduled pickups.
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Islamic scholars write pope,

take issues with remarks

ISLAM, from page 1

The cordial critique of the pope's

speech was offered in a "spirit of open

exchange," said the 38 Muslim leaders

who signed the text.

The scholars took issue with several

points made by the pope in his Sept. 12

speech at the University of Regensburg,

Germany, including remarks about "holy

war" and the suggestion that Islam may
be less inclined to reject violence as an

unreasonable affront to God.

However, the scholars praised the

pope's speech for its critical assessment

of materialism in modem life. They
also said they appreciated the pope's

subsequent clarifications about his

speech and his expressed regret over the

oflfense taken by many Muslims.

"We share your desire for frank

and sincere dialogue and recognize

it's important in an increasingly

interconnected world," the letter said.

It said Muslims want peaceful and

friendly relations with Christians and

told the pope: "As the leader of ovct a

billion Catholics and moral example for

many others around the globe, yoins is

arguably the single most influential voice in

continuingtomove thisrelationshipforward

in the direction ofmutual understanding."

Signatories ofthe letter included grand

muflis ofEgypt and several other countries,

as well as Islamic authorities and academics

from the Middle East, Asia, North Africa,

Europe and North America.

In his Regensburg speech^ the pope

infroduced remarks on the relationship

between faith and reason by quoting the

14tii-century Byzantine Emperor Manuel

n Paleologus, who said: "Show me just

what Mohammed brought that was new,

and there you will find things only evil and

inhuman, such as his command to spread

by the sword the faith he preached"

Addressing the issue of violent

conversion, the pope said some
have argued that God is absolutely

transcendent for Muslims and therefore

notboundupwith "any ofour categories,
even that of rationality."

TheMuslim scholars saidthepopewas

mistaken in some of die factual premises

for his analysis ofIslam— for example, in

his equating of"jihad" and "holy war."

"We would like to point out that 'holy

war' is a term that does not exist in Islamic

languages. 'Jihad,' it must be emphasized,

means struggle, and specifically struggle

in the way ofGod," they said.

While "jihad" may include tiie use of

force, it is not necessarily a war, they said.

Moreova; Islam has clear niles that

state noncombatants are not legitimate

targets in a war, that religious belief alone

does not make anyone the object of attack,

and that Muslims can and should Uve

peacefiilly widi their neighbors, they said

If individual Muslims have strayed

from these principles and decided that

the end justifies the means, they have

done so oftheir own accord and 'Vithout

the sanction of God, bis Prophet or the

learned tradition," they said

In that context, the scholars

condemned the recent murder of a

Catholic missionary nun in Somalia and

said "any other similar acts of wonton

individual violence" in reaction to the

recent papal speech on Islam were
"completely un-lslamic."

Part of the text quoted by the pope
— which he later said did not fiiUy

reflect his own thoughts — concerned

the accusation that Islam had spread its

religion "hy the sword."

In their letter, the Muslim scholars

said that accusation does not hold up

to scrutiny. As a poUtical entity, Islam

Sponsored bv Catholic Scx:ial Services. Elder Ministries

Shareyour day and lunch tuithfriends!

TWO DATES & LOCATIONS

CSS ™ CHOOSE FROM!
CaobolicSocsd Services

Diocese ofOcfftottc

Thursday, Nov. 16 - Catholic Conference Center, Hickory - 9:30 am - 3:30 pm
Deadline for registration: Tuesday, Nov. 7th

Presenter & Mass celebrant: Msgr. Anthony Marcacdo

Tuesday, Nov. 21 - Curtin Hall, Belmont - 10 am - 2:30 pm
Deadline for registration: Monday, Nov. 13th

Presenter Sr. Ann Marie Wilson

Mass celebrant: Fr. Kieran Neilson

Cost: $12 - includes coffee and pastries, and full lunch

Register as a group or individually by sending your check (payable to Catholic Social Services)

and your parish name to: Sandra Breakfield, CSS Elder Ministry

1123 S. Church SL

ChariotteNC 28203^3
For more information call Sandra at 704-370-3220 or Sherill at 704-370-3228.
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Pope Benedict XVI waves during his general

audience in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican Oct.

1 1 . When Pope Benedict visits Turkey Nov. 28-

30, he is expected to reinforce Christian-Muslim

harmony in the country

spread partly as the result of conquest,

but the greater part of its expansion came
as a result of preaching and missionary

activity, they said.

The mere fact ofbeing a non-Muslim

has never been a legitimate cause for war

in Islamic law or belief, they said. While

some Muslims throughout history have

violated Islamic tenets against forced

conversions, they are the exception and

not the rule, they said.

The scholars faulted the pope for

suggesting in his speech that the Quranic

precept against forced conversion was a

teaching from an early period of Islam,

when its founder, Mohammed, was
powerless and threatened, and that this

contrasted with later teachings about

"holy war," when Islam was stronger.

'"There is no compulsion in religion'

was not a command to Muslims to

remain steadfast in the face of the desire

of their oppressors to force them to

renoimce their faith, but was a reminder

to Muslims themselves, once they had

attained power, that they could not force

another's heart to believe," they said.

The pope had also quoted an Islamic

thinker, Ibn Hazm, on the idea that in

C
C
C

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Vatican confirms trip to

Turkey, despite some

IVIuslims' misgivings

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - The Vatican

officially confirmed that Pope Benedict

XVI m\\ travel to Turkey at the end of

November, despite misgivings among

many Muslims over recent papal

remarks on Islam.

The pope's Nov. 28-Dec. 1 trip, his first

to a predominantly Muslim country, will

include stops in Ankara, Ephesus and

Istanbul, the Vatican said Oct. 16.

The pope will travel at the invitation of the

Turkish government and the Orthodox

Church's Ecumenical Patriarchate of

Constantinople.

In Ankara, the capital, he is expected

to meet with political leaders Nov. 28.

The following day he is expected to

say Mass in Ephesus, an important

early center of Christianity in

western Turkey.

The pope will meet with Ecumenical

Patriarch Bartholomew in Istanbul in

the evening of Nov. 29 and participate

in an Orthodox liturgy Nov. 30. On

Dec. 1, he is expected to celebrate

Mass for Catholics in the city before

returning to Rome.

The visit to Turkey will be Pope

Benedict's fifth foreign trip since his

election in April 2005.

Muslim teaching God is absolutely

transcendent. That is a simplification

that can be misleading, said the Islamic

scholars, who described Hazm as a "very

marginal" figure not representative of

Islamic thought today.

They said it was a mistake to think

that in Islam God is not tied to human
categories, including reason, and to

conclude that Muslims believe "in a

capricious God who might or might not

command us to evil."

The scholars said the relationship

between reason and faith is rich and

complex in Islam and not a simple

dichotomy. Islamic tradition, they said,

has managed to avoid two extreme forms

of error: making the analytical mind the

"ultimate arbiter of truth" and denying

the power of human understanding to

address ultimate questions.

The scholars said the pope in his

speech had cited "the experts" on Islam

and two Catholic scholars by name. But

Muslims do not recognize these people

as representing their views, they said.

While agreeing with the pope that

dialogue is necessary, the Islamic scholars

said, "It seems to us that a great part of

the object of interreligiovis dialogue is

to strive to listen to and consider the

actual voices of those we are dialoguing

with, and not merely those of our own
persuasion."

The letter ended by praising the pope

for his recent expression of deep respect

for all Muslims.

"We hope that we will all avoid the

mistakes of the past and live together in

the fiiture of peace, mutual acceptance

and respect," it said.

Among those who signed the letter

was the grand mufti of Istanbul, Mustafa

Cagrici. The pope is scheduled to visit

Istanbul when he travels to Turkey Nov.

28-Dec. 1.
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Being a saint takes courage, says pope

SAINTS, from page 1

and Mother Theodore Guerin, foxmdress

of the Sisters of Providence of St. Mary-

of-the-Woods, Ind.

Even in the midst of "trials and

persecutions," the pope said, the new saints

knew that following Jesus "truly guaranteed

a happy existence and eternal life."

"The saints had the humility and

courage to respond 'yes' to Jesus Christ

and renounced everything to be his

friends," he said.

Cardinal Francis E. George of

Chicago and Cardinal Salvatore De
Giorgi of Palermo, Italy, were the main
concelebrants at the papal Mass.

Five other U.S. bishops from Indiana

and Illinois concelebrated the Mass,

which was attended by some 125 Sisters

of Providence, dozens of students from

St. Mary-of-the-Woods College and
45 pilgrims from the newly renamed

St. Theodore Guerin High School in

Noblesville, Ind.

PhilipMcCord, the facilitiesmanager

at the college, joined two Sisters of

Providence in bringing offertory gifts to

the pope during the Mass. The healing of

McCord's right eye after prayers to the

community's foundress was accepted as

the miracle needed for her canonization.

In his homily, the pope said, "With

great trust in divine providence. Mother

Theodore overcame many challenges

and persevered in the work that the Lord

had called her to do. By the time of her

death in 1856, the sisters were running

schools and orphanages throughout the

state of Indiana."

Speaking in French, St. Mother
Theodore's native tongue, the pope said

that in the Eucharist, in prayer and in

her "infinite trust in divine providence,"

she found the "sfrength and audacity" to

carry out her mission.

CNS PHOTO BY GlANCARUO QuUANI, CaTHOUC PrESS PhOTO

Jessie McGuire Blessinger carries a portrait of Mother Theodore Guerin as she attends the nun's

canonization ceremony in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican Oct. 1 5.

Pride andprovidence

The pilgrims who came to St.

Peter's Square for the canonization Mass
included dozens of young people from

the United States.

Meggie Gallina, 16, entered the

ninth grade in 2004 at Blessed Theodore

Guerin High School in Noblesville.

Standing outside a Rome church

Oct. 14 holding one side of a huge
banner with the school's new name— St.

Theodore Guerin High School— Gallina

said her trip to Rome was "surreal."

"It is rare enough to get to go

to a canonization, but to go to the

canonization of your school's pafron is

amazing," she said.

From the school's first semester, she

said, students learned about St. Mother
Theodore, her call to leave France and
trip to Indiana in 1840.

"She was an amazing woman,"
Gallina said. "She relied so much on
God, on providence. She came to a

country, not speaking the language, and
built schools, opened pharmacies, built

hospitals — all of this was the work of

one woman."
The students of the college St.

Mother Theodore founded in Indiana felt

the same pride.

Frannie Schalasky, a senior at "the

Woods," said the students learn about the

new saint from their first week at the college.

She said they see her influence in "the Sisters

ofProvidence and their ministries today" and

in what they see as a great gift: education at

an all-women's college.

Supporting saints

During his homily. Pope Benedict

praised St. Rafael for his dedication to the

poor and his commitment to preaching the

Gospel and administering the sacraments

despite being forced to flee the Mexican
government's persecution of Catholics in

the 1920s and 1930s.

DozensofmembersoftheLegionaries
of Christ attended the canonization Mass
to honor St. Rafael, the great-uncle of

the Legionaries' founder. Father Marcial

Maciel Degollado.

Members of the Knights of
Columbus also participated in the Mass
in recognition of St. Rafael's membership
in the Catholic fraternal organization.

St. Peter's Square also was filled

with Italian pilgrims celebrating the

canonization of St. Filippo, who lived

from 1848 to 1923, and dedicated

himself to ministry to the hearing-

impaired, founding the Salesian Sisters

ofthe Sacred Heart to assist them; and St.

Rosa, the 17th-century foundress of an

order, now known as the Venerini Sisters,

to educate young women.

COMPLETED U.S. SAINTS' CAUSES NOW INCLUDE
ST. MOTHER THEODORE GUERIN

WASHINGTON (CNS) — With
the Oct. 1 5 canonization of St. Mother

Theodore Guerin, foundress of the

Sisters of Providence of St. Mary-
of-the-Woods, Ind., seven sainthood

causes from the United States have

been successfully completed.

In its declarations of sainthood,

the Catholic Church recognizes the

saints' holiness, declaring they are

with God in heaven and worthy of

universal veneration. Churches and
altars may be built in their names.

Their feast days are listed in the

Roman martyrology, the official

calendar of saints' feast days.

Of these U.S. saints, only
two, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and

St. Katharine Drexel, are native-bom;

the otherswerebom inEurope andcame
to North America as missionaries.

They are:

— The Jesuit North American martyrs:

St. Rene Goupil (1607-1642),

St. Isaac Jogues (1607-1646), St.

Jean Lalande (died 1646), St. Antoine

Daniel (1601-1648), St. Jean de

Brebeuf (1593-1649), St. Gabriel

Lalemant (1610-1649), St. Charles

Gamier (circa 1606-1649) and

St. Noel Chabanel (1613-1649). Their

feast day- is Oct. 19.

— St. Frances Xavier Cabrini (1850-

1917). Her feast day is Nov. 13.

— St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-

1821). Her feast day is Jan. 4.

— St. John Nepomucene Neumann

(1811-1860). His feast day is Jan. 5.

— St. Rose Philippine Duchesne (1 769-

1852). Her feast day is Nov. 18.

— St. Katharine Drexel (1858-1955).

Her feast day is March 3.

— St. Mother Theodore Guerin (1 798-

1856). Her feast day is Oct. 3.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

*** ***Now with 3 locations to serve you

V Up to 24-hour care

V Hygiene assistance

^ Meals

V Light housekeeping

» Companionship
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V Respite
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Charlotte
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'*But it was not a day of all darkness, for many were telling stories of being blessed, rescued and saved.'
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JOIN THE CELEBRATION!

St. Ann Catholic Elementary School's

50th Anniversary

November 18th - 4:30 pm Mass and Reception

St. Ann Catholic Elementary School in

Charlotte invites all former students and

their families to join with us and celebrate

the 50th anniversary of the school, which

opened in 1956.

Visit with former teachers, principals and

special members of the Sisters of St.

Joseph, who will be returning to celebrate with us.

Mass will be at 4:30 pm at St. Ann Church, followed by a reception in the

school.

Please register or for info: PTO co-presidents Lori (Kobsik) Thompson or

Kimberlee (Crisp) Shukes at www.stannscatholicschool.com.

St. Ann Catholic School —
We Remember, We Celebrate, We Believe

Courtesy Photos

Above: Father Frank O'Rourke and a local priest are greeted as they arrive for Mass at a church in the

Diocese of Port Blair, India in December 2005. Below: Father O'Rourke admires the craftsmanship of

local girls at a church in the Diocese of Port Blair.

for many were telling stories of being

blessed, rescued and saved," he said.

The value of going to these isolated

areas is being able to see a parish in its

beginning stages in the area, he said.

"Also, our interest in and concern

for these people blesses and celebrates

their work," said Father O'Rourke.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE INFO?

Collections for World Mission Sunday

will be taken up in all parishes in the

Diocese of Charlotte during Masses Oct.

21-22. For more information, visit www.

iamamissionary.org.

CAMDEN
LEARNING CENTER

is a personalized

educational center offering

specialized tutoring

for all ages in:

Reading • Phonics

Written Language • Math

Study Skills

SAT/ACT Preparation

Let Camden help.

Felicia Susi, Owner/Director

Parishioner, St. Matthew Catholic Church

& Parent, St. Matthew Catholic School student

South Charlotte

(704) 752-4234
w(vw.camdenleaniii^center.com
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Being a saint takes courage, says pope said, students learned about^ St. Mother

SAINTS, from page 1

and Mother Theodore Guerin, foimdress

of the Sisters of Providence of St. Mary-

of-the-Woods, hid.

Even in the midst of "trials and

persecutions," the pope said, the new saints

knew that following Jesus "truly guaranteed

a happy existence and eternal life."

"The saints had the humility and

courage to respond 'yes' to Jesus Christ

and renounced everything to be his

friends," he said.

Cardinal Francis E. George of

Chicago and Cardinal Salvatore De
Giorgi of Palermo, Italy, were the main
concelebrants at the papal Mass.

Five other U.S. bishops from Indiana

and Illinois concelebrated the Mass,

which was attended by some 125 Sisters

of Providence, dozens of students from

St. Mary-of-the-Woods College and
45 pilgrims from the newly renamed
St. Theodore Guerin High School in

Noblesville, Ind.

PhilipMcCord, the facilitiesmanager

at the college, joined two Sisters of

Providence in bringing offertory gifts to

the pope during the Mass. The healing of

McCord's right eye after prayers to the

community's foundress was accepted as

the miracle needed for her canonization.

In his homily, the pope said, "With

great trust in divine providence. Mother

Theodore overcame many challenges

and persevered in the work that the Lord

had called her to do. By the time of her

death in 1856, the sisters were running

schools and orphanages throughout the

state of Indiana."

Speaking in French, St. Mother
Theodore's native tongue, the pope said

that in the Eucharist, in prayer and in

her "infinite trust in divine providence,"

she found the "sfrength and audacity" to

carry out her mission.
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Jessie McGuire Blessinger carries a portrait of Mother Theodore Guerin as she atte

canonization ceremony in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican Oct. 1 5.

Pride andprovidence

The pilgrims who came to St.

Peter's Square for the canonization Mass
included dozens of young people from

the United States.

Meggie Gallina, 16, entered the

ninth grade in 2004 at Blessed Theodore

Guerin High School in Noblesville.

Standing outside a Rome church

Oct. 14 holding one side of a huge
baimer with the school's new name— St.

Theodore Guerin High Schoi

said her trip to Rome was "s

"It is rare enough tc

to a canonization, but tc o
canonization of your schoo

amazing," she said.

From the school's first semester, she to educate young women.

COMPLETED U.S. SAINTS' CAUSES NOW INCLUDE
ST. MOTHER THEODORE GUERIN

WASHINGTON (CNS) — With

the Oct. 1 5 canonization of St. Mother

Theodore Guerin, foundress of the

Sisters of Providence of St. Mary-
of-the-Woods, Ind., seven sainthood

causes from the United States have

been successfiilly completed.

In its declarations of sainthood,

the Catholic Church recognizes the

saints' holiness, declaring they are

with God in heaven and worthy of

universal veneration. Churches and
altars may be built in their names.

Their feast days are listed in the

Roman martyrology, the official

calendar of saints' feast days.

Of these U.S. saints, only
two, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and
St. Katharine Drexel, are native-bom;

the otherswerebom in Europe andcame
to North America as missionaries.

They are:

— The Jesuit North American martyrs:

St. Rene Goupil (1607-1642),

St. Isaac Jogues (1607-1646), St.

Jean Lalande (died 1646), St Antoine

Daniel (1601-1648), St. Jean de

Brebeuf (1593-1649), St. Gabriel

Lalemant (1610-1649), St. Charles

Gamier (circa 1606-1649) and

St. Noel Chabanel (1613-1649). Their

feast day- is Oct. 19.

— St. Frances Xavier Cabrini (1850-

1917). Her feast day is Nov. 13.

— St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-

1821). Her feast day is Jan. 4.

— St. John Nepomucene Neumann

(1811-1860).,His feast day is Jan. 5.

— St Rose Philippine Duchesne (1 769-

1852). Her feast day is Nov. 18.

— St. Katharine Drexel (1858-1955).

Her feast day is March 3.

— St Mother Theodore Guerin (1798-

1856). Her feast day is Oct. 3.
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But it was not a day of all darkness, for many were telling stories of being blessed, rescued and saved.'

MISSION, from page 1

ndeavors in mission dioceses: new
lissions, primary schools and clinics;

fle needs of sisters and brothers serving

a missions; support for priests in remote

illages; education of seminarians;

^ www.andersonfainilynied.coin

Anderson Family

^ Medicine

. . . Healthcare with a heart.

Dr E. Kelly Anderson is available to

help with all of your family's healthcare

needs. A graduate of the

Yale University School

of Medicine and the

residency program at

Carotinas Medical Center

- Union, Dr Anderson is

now accepting patients

of all a|eS;:

Dr. E. Kelly Anderson
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training and support for lay catechists;

emergency aid.

Last year, a priest from the Diocese

of Charlotte saw firsthand the mission

work being done in India.

Father Frank O'Rourke, pastor of St.

Aim Church in Charlotte, first became

acquainted with the Diocese ofPort Blair,

India when Bishop Alex Dias visited Our
Lady of Grace Church in Greensboro in

June 2004, when Father O'Rourke was

there serving as pastor.

Six months later, the Diocese of

Port Blair was among the thousands of

communities throughout Southeast Asia

to be devastated by the Dec. 26 tsunami.

"We realized that Bishop Alex and

the people of his diocese were right

smack in the middle of this tragedy,"

Father O'Rourke said.

The parishioners of Our Lady of

Grace Church joined thousands of

Catholics in the Diocese of Charlotte

in making financial donations to

Catholic Relief Services and other relief

organizations.

But Father O'Rourke wanted to do

more to help Port Blair, where 15,000

people lost their lives. During a yearlong

sabbatical, he spent a month with Bishop

Dias in his diocese.

The highlight of Father O'Rourke's

journey was celebrating Mass on
Christmas day and leading prayer

services on Dec. 26.

"It was a somber day for the people

in these islands," said Father O'Rourke.

"Stories by witnesses of what was seen

and heard that day made me realize what

an epic event this was.

"But it was not a day of all darkness.

JOIN THE CELEBRATION!

St. Ann Catholic Elementary School's

50th Anniversary

November 18th - 4:30 pm Mass and Reception

School

St. Ann Catholic Elementary School in

Charlotte invites all former students and

their families to join with us and celebrate

the 50th anniversary of the school, which

opened in 1956.

Visit with former teachers, principals and

special members of the Sisters of St.

Joseph, who will be returning to celebrate with us.

Mass will be at 4:30 pm at St. Ann Church, followed by a reception in the

school.

Please register or for info: PTO co-presidents Lori (Kobsik) Thompson or

Kimberlee (Crisp) Shukes at www.stannscatholicschooi.com.

St. Ann Catholic School —
We Remember, We Celebrate, We Believe

Courtesy Photos

Above: Father Frank O'Rourke and a local priest are greeted as they arrive for Mass at a church in the

Diocese of Port Blair, India in December 2005. Below: Father O'Rourke admires the craftsmanship of

local girls at a church in the Diocese of Port Blair.

for many were telling stories of being

blessed, rescued and saved," he said.

The value of going to these isolated

areas is being able to see a parish in its

beginning stages in the area, he said.

"Also, our interest in and concern

for these people blesses and celebrates

their work^" said Father O'Rourke.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE INFO?

Collections for World Mission Sunday

will be taken up in all parishes in the

Diocese of Charlotte during Masses Oct.

21-22. For more infonmation, visit vvww.

iamamissionary.org.

CAMDEN
LEARNING CENTER

is a personalized

educational center offering

specialized tutoring

for all ages in:

Reading • Phonics

Written Language • Math

Study Skills

SAT/ACT Preparation

Let Camden help.

Felicia Susi, Owner/Director

Parishioner, St. Matthew Catholic Church

& Parent, St. Matthew Catholic School student

South Charlotte

(704) 752-4234
www.camdeideanungcenter.coin

CAMDENm
The Acmiemu;



'i

10 The Catholic News & Herald
October 20, 200( tfS

Culture Watch A roundup of

Scripture, readings,

Papal minibooks: Portable, afifordable

and rapidly disappearing

BYjOHNTHAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican

is preparing to publish Pope Benedict

XVI 's biggest book to date: "Complete

Teachings, Vol. I."

At 1,376 pages, it's the kind oftome

designed for libraries and specialists,

covering the pontiffs output ofspeeches,

messages, sermons and documents
during his first nine months in office.

But thepope 's writings are also finding

their way into more bite-sized volumes

that are enjoying imusual popular success,

according to the Vatican publishing house,

Libreria Editrice Vaticana.

The pope's talks to families,

diplomats, cardinals and young people

have been issued in minibooks that sell

for one euro each — about $1.25. To

its delight, the Vatican has foimd these

smaller books rapidly disappearing;

some of the more popular titles have sold

tens ofthousands of copies.

"The world is discovering that Pope

Benedict is a pope who should be read,"

said Salesian Father Claudio Rossini,

director of the Vatican publishing house.

"The reader who sits down with

the works of this pope finds deep ideas

presented in a simple and linear manner.

There are many nuances and beautifiil

passages that open horizons, enlightening

the present with ideas fi-om history and

culture," Father Rossini said.

"The pope captures readers with

the force of intelligence, inviting them

gently to follow his argimients, step by

step," he said.

One of the more recent of the

popular papal minibooks, "The Beauty

of Being Christian and the Joy of

Communicating It," is composed of two

talks Pope Benedict gave to members of

lay movements earlier this year.

While papal texts are already available

at the Vatican's Web site, Father Rossini

said the papal minibooks are appealing to

people who want to give more sustained

attention to the pope's thoughts. In

addition, he said, they are portable,

afifordable and "fit in the pocket."

The papal book boom was apparent

at the recent session of the Frankfijrt

Book Fair in Germany, where the Vatican

reported great interest in the smaller

volumes — such as those presenting the

pope's talk at the Auschwitz death camp
in Poland last May, or a briefcollection of

his spiritual thoughts.

For three or four days. Father Rossini

said, people lined up at the Vatican's booth

to see the latest offerings from the pope.

The Vatican publishers to date have

distributed more than 900,000 copies of

the pope's encyclical, "God Is Love."

Even the Latin-language edition of

the papal encyclical quickly sold out,

forcing a second printing in that language

— the first time anyone remembers that

happening. Father Rossini said.

The election of Pope Benedict

produced an immediate explosion in sales

ofhis more than 100 previously published

works, under the name Cardinal Joseph

Ratzinger. The massive interest led the

Vatican to take new steps to protect the

copyright on the pope's writings, before

and after his election.

The idea was not to profit on papal

writings but to give the Vatican some
control over the integrity of the texts and

to prevent publishers from making money
off these writings without the Vatican's

knowledge and consent.

Father Rossini said that, where
appropriate, the Vatican asks book
publishers to pay a small percentage

of sales for their use of papal material.

Newspapers, magazines and bishops'

conferences can still publish papal texts

without paying royalties, as long as

the text is complete and the Vatican's

copyright is noted.

Proceeds from sales of the pope's

personal works, including those he

wrote as cardinal, go directly to him for

use in various papal charities. Father

Rossini said.

Profits from other widely selling

books, such as the Catechism of the

Catholic Church, go to the Vatican's main

financial adminisfrative office, which has

used catechism earnings to fimd church

projects in developing countries.

Abbotswood Senior Living

For more tlian 17 years, Abbotswood at ^^^H
Irving Park has built a reputation on ™^''

providing exemplary retirement living services to

independent seniors. Residents enjoy the largest

I and 2 bedroom floorplans in Irving Park,

delicious meals, a full-rime wellness director and month-to-month rental

with NO BUY-IN FEES. Optional in-home health care services are

available. Call today to schedule your personal tour.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOTSWOCO
at Irving Bark

The only_full service retirement living address in the heart ofIrving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 11 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: OCT. 29, 2006

Oct. 29, Thirtieth Sunday

in Ordinary Time.

Cycle B. Readings:

1) Jeremiah 31:7-9

Psahn 126:1-6

2) Hebrews 5:1-6

3) Gospel: Mark 10:46-52

Seeing with eyes

of faith to help

heal world

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

I wonder if Bartimaeus ever had

second thoughts about asking for sight.

We know today's Gospel is not

simply about a man being physically

healed of blindness, but about seeing in a

new way— with eyes of faith. It's what

spiritual scholars call discernment, being

able to differentiate God's will fi-om our

own human will.

If the Scripture was only about

Bartimaeus' physical blindness, I

wouldn't wonder, but I do know that

seeing with a "God's eye view" likely

will lead to some difficulties.

A case in point: Once when I was
at a high school PTA board meeting,

homecoming activities were being

discussed. Someone proposed that

the PTA could sell mums and cash-ii

on the school tradition in which boy!

bought giant mum corsages for thei

homecoming dates.

Everyone knew that over the yean

the corsages had become more am
more ornate — and expensive — wit!

an unspoken competition for double an< e

triple mums decorated with multipl<

"add-on" trinkets.

The conversation ran too long aj

board members gabbed about a son's $5(

tab last year or how the teddy bear ha(

fallen off a daughter's "triple."

Finally, one somewhat agitatec

member stopped everyone cold when she

asked, "Why are we talking about selling

$40 mums when fully one-third of om
student body won't be going to the dance

because they can't afford a tux or even ?

ticket?"

It takes time and practice to recognize

God's will in everyday decisions,

starts with knowing the heart of Goc
by studying Scripture, being active in a

faith community and following the life

and message of Jesus. Then it's a mattei

of keeping the eyes of faith open and

watching carefully for the way of Jesxis l f

in the midst of the corrupted ways oi i
'

human beings.

Finally comes the hard part— doing

something about what we see.

Even knowing this, our faith calls

us to continue asking to see and once

we've been healed, to go and help heal

our world.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCT. 29-NOV. 4

Sunday (Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Jeremiah 31:7-9, Hebrews 5:1-6, Mark

10:46-52; IMonday, Ephesians 4:32-5:8, Luke 13:10-17; Tuesday, Ephesians 5:31-33,

Luke 13:18-21; Wednesday (All Saints), Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14, 1 John 3:1-3, Matthew

5:1-12; Thursday (All Souls), Wisdom 3:1-9, Romans 5:5-11, John 6:37-40; Friday

(St. Martin de Forres), Philippians 1:1-11, Luke 14:1-6; Saturday (St. Charles

Borromeo), Philippians 1:18-26, Luke 14:1, 7-11.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOV. 5-11

Sunday (Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time), Deuteronomy 6:2-6; Hebrews 7:23-

28, Mark 12:28-34; Monday, Philippians 2:1-4; Luke 14:1 2-1 4;Tuesday, Philippians

2:5-11, Luke 14:15-24; Wednesday, Philippians 2:12-18, Luke 14:25-33; Thursday

(Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome), Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12,

1 Corinthians 3:9-11, 16-17, Luke 12:49-53; Friday, Philippians 3:17-4:1, Luke 16:1-8;

Saturday, Philippians 4:10-19, Luke 16:9-15.

AMERICA'S VIVEROS ROOFING

A¥. noome
Specialists in Shingles

Licensed 8^ Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

vyA/vw.avroofing.com

704-320-4526— 704-622-8185

Caring for Charlotte Area Cotholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

Ell

Sum

Oltlj

%k

iOal

Si Mi

Si Pat

EWEN

Tll«!

HII

4 Suit

I
^FUNERAL SERVICE, INC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

j
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MECKLENBURG AREA CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

OPEN HOIKF

aithriradition

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Sunday Nov. 5, 1:30-3:30pm
Tues. Nov. 7, 9am-l2pm
Our Lady of the Assumption (PK-S) • 4225 Shamrock Drive • Charlotte

St. Ann (TK-5) • 600 Hillside Avenue Chariotte

Sl Gabriel (K-5) • 3028 Providence Road • Charlotte

Sl Mark (K-8) • 14750 Stumptovi/n Road • Huntersville

SL Matthew {K-5) '11525 Elm Lane • Charlotte

St, Patrick (K-5) • 1125 Buchanan Street • Charlotte

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Sunday Oct. 22, 1 -3pm
Tues. Oct. 24, 9-1 1am
Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School (6-8) • 31 00 Park Road • Chariotte

HIGH SCHOOL
Sunday Oct. 22, Starting at 3pm
Charlotte Catholic High School • 7702 Pineville-Matthews Rd, • Charlotte

www.chariottediocese.org/macs

MACS has eight schools serving PK-i2.

1 1 23 South Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Admissions Office: (704) 370-3273

Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools

MACS admit students ofany race, color, sex. religion, and notional or ethnic origin.

Cartoon, documentary recount Pope
John Paul IPs life, teachings

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Piccolo and
Fiona, two doves who narrate a new
cartoon about Pope John Paul II, are

much better behaved than their real-life

counterparts.

In a 30-minute documentary
accompanying the cartoon, Vatican

television footage shows some real doves

flying, but most of the winged symbols

of peace refuse to soar away on cue, and

one even perches on the head of Pope
John Paul.

The cartoon, "John Paul II: The
Friend of All Humanity," and the

accompanying documentary, "John
Paul II by John Paul II," were presented

to reporters at an Oct. 17 Vatican

press conference.

Spanish cartoonist J.L. Lopez-
Guardia, who often draws under the

name Cavin Cooper, developed both

projects in consultation with the Vatican

Television Center.

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi,

director of Vatican TV, said he tried to

suggest other names for the animated

doves, but Lopez-Guardia drew the

creatures and was certain he knew
their names.

The films have been completed in

Spanish, English and Italian, Lopez-
Guardia said, and he hopes the DVDs
will be on sale before Christmas.

U.S. Archbishop John P. Foley,

president of the Pontifical Council for

Social Communications, said Lopez-
Guardia effectively used animation

to recoxmt Pope John Paul's life and
teaching, and especially his "message of

love and peace."

"This is a useful tool for a family

gathered in front of the television to

remember the life of this great pope,"

he said.

Father Lombardi said he agreed

to assist Lopez-Guardia because "I

always thought it was important to

have biographies of saints adapted for

children and young people, in their own
language."

The cartoonist said using animation

not only allowed him to produce a film

children would find interesting and
informative, but it gave him the fi-eedom

to portray the human side of Pope John

Paul, especially in his youth.

The youthful scenes include the

future pope playing soccer, skiing with

his older brother, acting in an amateur

production, playing with friends and

praying often.

But the cartoon also speaks about

the suffering the future pope endured: the

deaths of his mother, brother and father;

the German invasion of Poland during

World War II; work in a stone quarry; and

studies in a clandestine seminary.

"My idea was to present the himian

side of Pope John Paul 11 as the best

way to bring him close to children and

families," Lopez-Guardia said.

The cartoon begins with the April

2005 death of the pope, then lets Piccolo

and Fiona tell the story of his youth,

ministry as a bishop in Poland and
election to the papacy Oct. 16, 1978.

The documentary takes- over fi-om

there, using television footage of the

pope to accompany his own words about

the value of human life, the talents and

needs of young people, the cry of the

poor for justice and the yearning for

peace in the world.

Catholic broadcasters begin new era

of sharing; says Vatican official

MADRID, Spain (CNS)— Catholic

broadcasters have begun a new,
"outstanding phase in the history of

Catholic communications," marking a

new era of sharing and cooperation, said

U.S. Archbishop John P. Foley.

Speaking Oct. 12 at the close of the

World Congress of Catholic Television,

the head of the Pontifical Council for

Social Commimications said the meeting

helped forge new contacts and joint

projects between Catholic broadcasters

and producers around the world.

The Oct. 10-12 congress, sponsored

by the conmiimications coimcil, brought

together 300 people from 50 coimtries

to find ways station managers, program

producers and journalists could promote

and improve Catholic broadcasting and

audiovisual productions.

In an aim to showcase and share the

best that Catholic television has to offer,

the Vatican's communications council used

the congress as a springboard to launch the

first global Catholic program bank.

Production companies and television

stations attending the congress were asked

to contribute programs onDVD that could

then be rebroadcast or distributed fi-ee of

charge by other companies and channels.

Archbishop Foley said that some
139 programs had been donated during

the congress.

Still in its early stages, the bank is

scheduled to be accessible through the

Internet by the end of 2007. The Vatican

coimcil will run the bank so that bank
members can upload and download
broadcast videos of their choice for fi-ee.

In amessage dedicatedto the congress.

Pope Benedict XVI encouraged all church

organizations that produce or broadcast

television programs to reach out to each

other with dialogue and cooperation.

Written by the Vatican's secretary

of state. Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, the

message imderlined the powerful effect

television can have on the world.

Because of advances made in

modem communications, broadcasters

and producers have an even greater

opportunity "to defend the. dignity

of every person, to promote peace,

solidarity, unity and commimion with the

human family," the message said.

The message called on Catholics

involved in audiovisual programming to

find ways "to enhance professional quality

so as to facilitate a more spirited dialogue

between the church and the world."
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IN OUR SCHOOLS
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October 20, 200

Fall festivities

Photo by CAROif McGrotty

Students at Asheville Catholic School enjoy an inflatable slide in the

playground at the school s Fall Festival Oct. 14. While some students and

parents square danced to live music, others participated in a baseball toss,

face andpumpkin painting, races and a Cakewalk. The event was sponsored

by the Parent Teacher Association to provide fellowship for students and

families as well as raisefundsfor the school.

Rachel's Vineyard Weekend Retreat

for Post-Abortion Healing

Upcoming Retreats: November 3-5 and December 8-10

(Information: (336)287-8421 or Rachelnetwork@sprynet.com)

Turn yourpain into hope, learn to forgive yourself,
^

andfind the unconditional love of Christ. \ 1

Open to both men and women, Catholic

and non-Catholic, this retreat will give ,

you a chance to be nurtured and . ' s

supported by experienced retreat leaders. , ,
^,

You will not be rushed or hurried, but

allowed time to reflect and be open to the

gradual healing process. I j I

All information is confidential.

Sponsored by Charlotte Diocese Respect Life Office,

Catholic Social Services - 704-370-3229

CSS
Catholic Social Services

Diocese of Chariocie

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

PARISH ORGANIST: Our Lady of the

Assumption in Charlotte is looking for a parish

organist. Contact Deacon Peter Duca: (704)
573-0097

SERVICES

ABUNDANT LIFE HEALTH SOLUTIONS:
Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Improve

your health - Abundantly! Ask about FREE
Wellness Evaluations! Julie Leonard - Personal

Wellness Coach. 888-803-ALHS

Classified ails bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For infomiation, call (704) 370-3332.

Sliding into fun

Children enjoy a giant slide at the 1 0th annual parish carnival at St. Ann Church in Charlotte. Hundreds

parishioners and neighbors attended the carnival, held this year Sept. 30. which featured game booth

music, food and inflatable rides for children.

laiis

November 4th

8 am to 3 pm

Christmas Bazaar

Come one, Come all.

For a great start to your holiday season!

Silent Auction Drawings

Throughout The Day.

St Mark Catholic Church

Family Life Center - Stumptown Rd.

$1 Admission per adult

For Info: 704-777-1650

or 704-895-6732

Get your photo taken with Santa.

Handmade Chocolates

Designer Jewelry

Pet Toys

Handmade Crafts

Kitchen & Home Products

Religious Gifts

Used Book Sale

Bake Sale

Christmas Decorations

Food and Drinks

Handmade Knitwear

and Lots, Lots More

!
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Navy enlistee wants to first

serve God
DUTY, from page 1

join the class at tirst, but after doing

this now I reaHze I appreciate it so much
more than I would have earlier in my
life," she said.

Now 20 years old, Hobbick's
decision to return to the Catholic Church

was inspired by members ofher family.

Her parents had stopped attending

Mass years ago, but her mother's health

issues in recent years brought forward a

greater desire to be connected to God.

Hobbick began attending Mass again

with her grandmother, Linda Hobbick.

The experience renewed her interest in

the faith and the sacraments.

And when her younger sister,

Chelsey, 19, returned to the church and

began taking confirmation classes, it

served as the impetus for Hobbick's

decision to pursue her own confirmation

in the faith.

"Chelsey was very instrumental

in my decision to do this; she was so

determined to receive Communion
that she opened that door for me," said

Hobbick.

Hobbick was inspired also by
her aunt, Pam McCoy, who works
at Immaculate Conception Church's

li

parish office. Hobbick is now in

confirmation class with her cousin

Katelyn, McCoy's daughter.

Her family has been encouraging,

and her return to church was welcomed
by Capuchin Father John Aurilia, pastor

of Immaculate Conception Church,

whom Hobbick considers a mentor.

"He made me feel so welcome and

I found such a peace," said Hobbick.

"I would go to Mass and it bothered

me not to feel I was fully connected to

everything, and I wanted to have that."

"She is a beautiful girl who is on a

journey; she is searching," said Father

Aurilia of Hobbick, who chose St. Rose

of Lima as her patron saint.

"It fits beautifully, because this saint

was so beautiful and the attention she

was given was because of that, but she

didn't want that to be the focus," said

Father Aurilia. "She brought people to

God through her sacrifice."

Sandy Donecho, religious education

director at Immaculate Conception

Church, was impressed with Hobbick's

drive to be a good Catholic.

"Sarah has made this a top priority

in her life and she is directed by the Holy
Spirit," said Donecho. "She is sincere,

giving and respectful of things."

Hobbick said she is gratefiil she will

be confirmed before departing for basic

training. She hopes the tenets of her

faith will serve her as she serves in faith,

wherever her journey leads.

Photo by Kathleen Healy Schmieder

Sarah Hobbick (left) will make her confirmation at Immaculate Conception Church in Hendersonville this

month before departing for basic training with the U.S. Navy. Pictured are Hobbick, Capuchin Father John

Aurilia, pastor of Immaculate Conception Church; Sarah's sister Chelsey Hobbick; and Sarah Donecho,

parish religious education director

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"^How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day Tor a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save irwney, and get a precise Appointttient Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving The Entire Charlotte Diocese Area

www.3waypliimbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

Inquire and apply online at:

15eImontAbbeyLoliege.edu
COLLEGE

For more information call 1.888.222.0110 or email: admissions@bac.edu jji__i^AL_^ —

.
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Perspectives A collection of col-

umns, editorials
God's sacred, unique gift
Time to examine church teachings on life is now

A league for all of us
Attacks on Catholic Church demand
quick, direct responses

I get faxes from Bill Donahue. A
lot of faxes. Donahue is president of the

Catholic League for Religious and Civil

Rights. The faxes, several per week, are

sent to this newspaper and usually end up

being recycled.

But Donahue made a good point

recently about how we Catholics are

sometimes to blame when it comes to

image problems for our church.

The Catholic League stands up
for Catholics. In this day of media
mischaracterizations of the priesthood,

celibacy and the Holy Father, what the

league does is a good thing.

In the ^ecular media, the Catholic

Church has been getting pummeled for

the past four years. The sex abuse scandal

deserved the harsh light-of-day coverage

that it received, but the far-reaching steps

that have been taken to correct those

problems have been largely ignored.

TheTom Hanks movie, "TheDaVinci
Code," got the greatest buildup of any

movie I've ever seen, and it turned out

to be a complete dud. Madoima, a lapsed

Catholic, got the coverage she craves

when she invited the pope to a concert in

Rome, during which she blasphemed her

way through a mock-crucifixion.

The relentless drumbeat of mockery

and sophomoric humor about the Catholic

Church wasn't always the norm. There

was a time when the church and priests

were portrayed with love and affection.

But you have to go back to the Bing

Crosby film, "Going My Way," or the

"Boy's Town" films featuring Spencer

Tracy to find it.

The instruments of mass media,

which were once respectful, have changed

dramatically.

In a telephone interview with me
from his New York office, Donohue said

the change began in the 1960s with the

start of what he called "a culture war."

"There is a strong animus on the

part of the secular elite who occupy the

command posts of the media, publishing

and academia," he said. "They have
hostility to Christianity in general and
Catholics in particular."

This hostility toward Catholics was
apparent recently on the morning talk

program, "The View."

A conversation about the disgraced

congressman Mark Foley quickly
degenerated into a discussion about the

sex scandal in the church when co-host

Rosie O'Dormell erroneously stated that

Pope Benedict XVI was in charge of

investigating allegations of pedophilia as

far back as the 1980s.

Actually, the pope, who was
then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, was
put in charge of the investigation in

2002 when the scandal erupted. Pope

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID HAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

Benedict's abhorrence of sex abuse is

well documented.

The Catholic League was quick

to respond to "The View" via e-mail,

its Web page and, of course, the fax

machine. Using the fighting words that

characterize most statements from the

league, Donahue described the exchange

as "smearing the pope" and an attack on

the Catholic Church.

Donahue makes no excuses for his

rabid style of response to defamation

and discrimination against individual

Catholics and the church.

"This is not a popularity contest. The
people who don't like what I stand for

are the same ones who don't like what
the Catholic Church stands for," he said.

His in-your-face approach appears

to have a lot of support. Donahue says

membership in the Catholic League has

grown from 11,000 members when he

was appointed president in 1993 to more
than 300,000 today.

Bombast is attractive to the media,

and Donahue has no problem getting

his point of view across to a large

audience. He is frequently seen on
network television programs such
as "Hardball with Chris Matthews,"
and "Scarborough Country," both on
MSNBC and on EWTN.

But he said it's tougher getting his

message to the average Catholics in

the pew who don't take attacks on the

church personally.

"We can't have this insular

relationship that says, 'As long as I'm

doing OK, it doesn't matter how the

church is doing.' The church's voice

is important to be heard in society,"

he said.

Catholics need to remember that in a

free society like ours, unfair criticism of

our faith needs a quick, direct response

from all of us.

David Mains is director of
communications for the Diocese of
Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains@
charlottediocese. org.

Podcasts ofthis column are available

at www.charlottediocese.org.

It's October, which means it is

Respect Life Month. Thus it's that time

of year again when we, as the Catholic

Church, need to come to terms with

some difficult things.

We are called to turn our attention

to "life" issues, specifically the threats to

human life that plague our society.

Generally at this time every year,

priests preach about the horrors of

abortion, euthanasia, human cloning

or embryonic stem cell research — all

of the major threats to life. These are

difficult topics because they're highly

politicized in our country, and opinions

on these issues, even among practicing

Catholics, tend to vary and to be
emotionally charged.

Yet there are even more pro-life

issues. Threats to the dignity of human
life exist in the realm of sexual ethics

as well. Issues such as confraception,

family plaiming and same-sex unions

have serious implications for the dignity

of life that must also be considered by
conscientious Catholics.

Andwe also must lookto socialjustice

issues such as capital punishment, the war
in Iraq, health care and poverty— all of

which fall under the pro-life banner.

It is not my intention to browbeat

you with church teachings on these

issues. Most of us know where the

church stands on them. I want to invite

you to make these teachings your own.

Let's face it: these are hard issues

in our society. For many people, it is a

difficult thing to believe and practice

everything the church teaches, especially

when it comes to sexual ethics, and

many Catholics struggle with or disagree

with at least one ofthese issues.

I understand that struggle. As a

convert to Catholicism, I've had to

examine each of these issues, and indeed

everything the church teaches, and try to

make these teachings my own. And I'd

like to be able to tell you that I believed

everything the church teaches at the

moment I decided to convert, but I didn't.

I struggled, just as perhaps you do.

But now I do believe everything

the church teaches, and not simply

because the church says so. What the

church teaches on these issues makes
a lot of sense. As Catholics, we have

always believed that faith and reason

go together, and part of the beauty of

Catholicism is its intelligibility.

Furthermore, contrary to what many
people think, these are not primarily

political issues; they are primarily

philosophical, anthropological and
moral issues. And when you understand

why the church teaches what she teaches

on these difficult topics, they become
easier to accept.

It's this "why" behind the "what"

of Catholic teaching that I invite you to

grapple with and make your own.

The basic reasoning behind the

church's stance is derived from an
understanding of human dignity. Each
one of us is a special gift, created in

God's own image and likeness. We are

living images of the almighty himself.

And while we are all created in his image

and likeness, we are all unique.

Guest

Column

FATHER
TIMOTHY REID
GUEST COLUMNIST

While fiilly human, we were created

with a divine purpose in mind — for

eternal union with God. We also have

intelligence and freedom ofchoice— free

will. Therefore, we have a particular

dignity that other forms oflife do not have.

And all of us are "good" because of how
we're created; we're good by design.

Thus, human life in all its forms

should be respected for the unique gift it

is. It makes no difference if a person is

old, sick, dying or not even bom yet. All

human life possesses this special dignity.

And because all life is sacred, the

act by which life is created is also sacred

and, therefore, is not to be misused.

When we use our God-given freedom

to harm human life or misuse the gift of

procreation, we not only rob others of

their dignity, but we also rob ourselves of

that same dignity.

In short, we become less than who
we are called to be.

So often when people talk about the

church's stance on life issues, they speak

in negative terms, complaining that the

church doesn't allow this or that. The
church is seen as limiting our freedom.

But that's not a fair characterization.

The church wants to safeguard

human dignity, and holds the act by
which life is created in highest esteem.

We are all held in the highest esteem. The
church recognizes that each human life

— no matter how frail, fragile or broken
— is a unique and unrepeatable gift.

While the church does have authority

to teach in these areas, her authority

is never coercive. We are still free to

choose. God never forces himself on us.

Study these teachings and see ifthey

don't make sense, especially if there's

something you disagree with. It's OK to

struggle with them; struggling with them

is part ofthe process ofmaturing in faith,

a process we all have to go through.

But if you decide to just disagree

with or ignore these teachings without

truly examining them first, then you're

not being fair with God, and you're

hurting yourself.

Every human life is sacred and a

unique gift, and during this Respect Life

Month I invite you to not just respect

life, but to love it and defend it! Ifthere's

something in the church's teachings on

life issues or sexual ethics that you don't

agree with, then give the church a chance

by examining why she teaches as she

does. You might be surprised by what

you learn.

But don't do it for the sake ofchurch.

Do it for yourself. You are too precious in

God's eyes not to.

Father Reid is parochial vicar at St.

Matthew Church in Charlotte.
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iWe can do something

about poverty

Steps can he taken to change lives

Why are so many people poor in

a world that has so much? This was
among the questions I posed to one ofthe

world's leading economists.

Jeffrey Sachs, special adviser to

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Aiman and

former economic consultant to Pope John

Paul II, told me that poverty is caused

by practical problems that have practical

solutions.

He said the poorest of the world's

poor, some 1.1 billion people, lack the

basic necessities of life.

These fellow human beings,

struggling to survive on less than $1 a

day, are chronically hungry, unable to

obtain health care, lack safe drinking

water and sanitation, cannot afford

education for their children and dwell in

poor leaky huts.

"They live in what the World Bank
defines as 'extreme poverty.'" And
extreme poverty, said Sachs, "is the

poverty that kills."

Every year more than "8 million

people die because they are too poor

to live."

In sub-Saharan Afiica— the world's

poorest region — subsistence farmers

depend on rain to water crops. But
chronic drought often prevents plants

from growing.

Because villages lack electric power
and roads, they are cut off from local and

global markets. And malaria-carrying

mosquitoes kill more than 1 million

children every year.

But according to Sachs, wells can

be dug, rainwater can be collected,

improved seeds can be planted, diesel

generators can be installed, power lines

can be brought in, roads can be built and

inexpensive mosquito nets can protect

people during sleep fi-om malaria. All

very doable solutions!

But what the 22 rich donor nations

of the world need to do is honor past

promises to give 0.7 percent of their

annual income to poverty-focused

development assistance. That comes
to just 70 cents of every $100 of

national income.

Only five countries have met that

internationally agreed upon goal. The
United States is not one of them. We
give only 0.2 percent of our national

income to poverty-focused development

aid. That's just a mere 20 cents for every

$100 of national income.

Sachs told me the $500 billion the

U.S. spends annually on the military

never will bring lasting peace because

our government continues to spend

only one-30th of that addressing the

Yesterday's and today's

immigrants: The difference
ChurcKs future will be richer, better with unity

The state of the church in the

United States was the theme of a two-
day conference this fall at The Catholic

University of America in Washington.

The purpose of the conference was to

discuss "current realities, dynamics and
movements at work, and the challenges

and promises ahead" for the church.

At conferences like this, my custom
is to zero in on a particular issue that

speaks to the moment. My ears perked

up when I heard that the present wave
of immigrants is much larger and unlike

the wave of immigrants who came to

America at the turn of the last century.

One sociologist pointed out that

immigrants aren't becoming naturalized

like past immigrants. New immigrants
tend to maintain their communities in the

tradition of their homelands.

As the facts were presented, I

thought of my daily ride to work when
I see 50 to 100 Hispanic laborers. They
are doing almost all of the construction

in Washington today.

I also thought of two parish staff

members who only speak Spanish. We
converse daily.

The reason I resonated with the

statistics on new immigrants during the

conference at Catholic University is

that my grandfather was an immigrant

who came to the U.S. and worked
in construction.

As a young child I lived below my
grandparents. The aroma of garlic that

flowed through the house was a delight,

as was sitting at the kitchen table making
homemade ravioli.

At Easter we made Easter bread— a

combination of ricotta, Italian sausage,

eggs and a number of other ingredients

my grandmother included.

One of the first words I remember
as a child was "Stata zeet," the phrase

from Italy's Abruzzi region meaning
"Keep quiet!"

Italian traditions formed my
childhood. And when I played baseball

my playmates were Greek, Jewish, Irish

and Italian. It was common to hear them
go back and forth between English and
their own languages.

Undoubtedly, a new wave of
immigrants is changing the state of the

church in the U.S., and no doubt some

Making a

Difference

TONY MAGLIANO
CNS COLUMNIST

desperation of the poorest of the poor.

He added, "Data shows that the

poorest regions are more likely to

end in conflict. Politicians and rebels

manipulate the poor. Great poverty often

leads to great instability."

In his encyclical "On Social

Concerns," Pope John Paul II wrote,

"If 'development is the new name for

peace,' war and military preparations

are the major enemy of the integral

development of peoples."

Diverting approximately $60 billion

fi-om our annual military budget — the

additional annual amount needed to

end extreme global poverty — not only

would lift 1.1 billion of the poorest

people on earth out of misery but would
greatly reduce international conflict,

including terrorism, said Sachs.

He asked thatwe contact the president

and our congressional delegation, urging

them to honor our past promises to give

0.7 percent ofour annual national income

to poverty-focused development aid.

He also suggested we log onto www.
unmillenniumproject.org to learn more
about the international community's plan

to cut extreme poverty in halfby 2015.

The Human

Side

FATHER EUGENE
HEMRICK

CNS COLUMNIST

Catholics have their doubts about the

effect this will have:

Will this divide us? Why aren't these

immigrants becoming naturalized like the

firstwave ofimmigrants did?Why should

we accommodate to their languages and

customs? Will they eventually take over

our churches and replace our traditions

with theirs? Whatever happened to the

American way of doing things?

In the foreseeable future many
Catholicparisheswillreflectan immigrant

tradition to a very significant extent.

It doesn't take a degree in sociology

to know that the state of the American

Catholic Church in the future will

be richer if we are able to sit aroimd

the kitchen preparing our traditional

meals together, inhaling the aromas of

our spices, listening to music in our

languages and breaking bread together.

This has been and always will be our

great American tradition!

Pope says

living in Jesus'

presence not

enough to make
person holy

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

Pope finishes series

about the Twelve

Apostles

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Here is

the Vatican text of Pope Benedict XVI 's

remarks in English at his weekly general

audience Oct. 18.

During the audience, the pope
focused on the figures of Judas
Iscariot and St. Matthias. It marked
the last of his series of talks about the

Twelve Apostles.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Today I conclude my series of
reflections on the apostles by speaking

of Judas Iscariot, the one who
betrayed Jesus.

Why did he do it? Some say he was
too fond of money, and the offer of 30

pieces of silver was too much to resist.

The gnostic writers say he wanted

to liberate Jesus from the shackles

of mortality.

But the Gospels tell us that Satan

entered into the heart ofJudas. He yielded

to a temptation fi-om the evil one.

It is a mistake to think that the great

privilege of living in company with

Jesus is enough to make a person holy.

Jesus does not force our will when he

invites us to follow him along the path of

the beatitudes.

The only way to avoid the pitfalls that

surround us is to give ourselves entirely

to Jesus, to enter into fiill communion
with him, so that we think and act as he

did, in total obedience to the Father.

God can turn everything to a good

purpose. Even Judas' betrayal became,

through divine providence, the occasion

for Jesus' supreme act of love, for the

salvation of the world.

Finally, a word about the one who
was chosen after the Resurrection

to take the traitor's place, in a sense

compensating for what Judas had done.

All we know about Matthias is that

he was a witness to the whole of Jesus'

earthly life, and he remained faithfiil

to the end. We, too, are called to make
reparation for the sins of others by our

faithftil witness to Christ.
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Holy Infant Church small but vibrant

parish in Reidsville

Outreach, migrant ministry

highlights of Rockingham
County parish

i

* r

Photo by George Cobb

Holy Infant Church in Reidsville has served Rockingham County Catholics since 1 964. Today, the church

serves as the spiritual home for about 400 Catholics in the area.

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST ©F IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 8-18, 2007
Join us as we explore the spectactdar

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fuUtime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Highliqhts include:

• spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

• Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

• Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

• Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

• Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dirmer

• Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

• Blarney stonie and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers
• Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

• Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

• Beautiful Glendalough - 6* centiiry monastic site of St. Kevin
• Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'Connell Street, shopping - PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insiu-ance are extra.

For a brochure with complete details, call Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost

Tours at (800) 713-9800.

REIDSVILLE— The first Catholics

to settle in Rockingham County arrived

around 1917.

The American Tobacco Company-
had made its home in the area, and

several of its employees, including

company managers, were Catholic.

It was from that initial presence that

Holy Infant Chtirch in Reidsville foimd

its beginnings.

During those early years of the 20th

century, Rockingham County Catholics

traveled south to Greensboro or north to

Danville, Va. for Mass. But by the late

1910s, locals began to host liturgies in

their home.

As the Catholic population in the

area grew, such home celebrations

became more common, and families

no longer traveled elsewhere for Mass
as often.

In addition to homes, people gathered

from time to time for liturgies in a funeral

home chapel, a courthouse and other

locations.

In the late 1930s, Bishop Eugene
McGuinness of Raleigh founded and
dedicated Rockingham Coimty's first

-Catholic church, St. Joseph of the Hills

Church in Eden. The Catholic community
in Reidsville became a mission of the

Eden church.

Two decades passedbefore Reidsville

Catholics began realizing plans for their

own church facility. In 1960, land was
purchased for a chapel. The present

church resides on that same site.

A Connecticut couple, Mr. and
Mrs. John Gaetano, donated funds

for construction of thef church. Other

contributors added financial support, and

construction was underway.

Ashby Penn and Felix Fournier

donated the church tower and tower

bells, and in June 1962, Bishop Vincent

S. Waters of Raleigh dedicated the new
Holy Infant Church.

Father Thomas Clements celebrated

the parish's first midnight Christmas

Mass in 1964, although the church

did not have its first resident pastor

until 1968.

Father Edward O'Doherty, whom
Bishop Waters had previously met at the

Vatican II Council, held that designation.

For the first time Holy Infant Church was
designated as a parish. Father O'Doherty

remained as pastor ofHoly Infant Church

-until 1978.

The year 1 972 was a significant one

for the parish. Not only was Holy Infant

Church incorporated into the newly
formed Diocese of Charlotte, but it also

welcomed a major expansion: Lufty

Hall, a parish hall named for its primary

benefactor, Napoleon Bonaparte Lufty.

In January 1982, the church was

HOLY INFANT CHURCH
1042 Freeway Drive

Reidsville, N.C. 27320

(336) 342-1448

Pastor: Father Joseph Mack

Permanent Deacon: Deacon

Gerald W. Potkay

Number of Households: 152

Father Joseph Mack

broken into and set afire. There was
significant amoimt ofdamage done to the

church, and Mass was held in Lufty Hall

until repairs were complete.

In 1985, Mercy Sister Paulin

Clifford became the first person, other

than a priest, to be appointed to the

administrative care of a diocesan parish

During her tenure at Holy Infant Church,

the pastor ofSt. Joseph ofthe Hills Church

assumed sacramental responsibilities for

the Reidsville parish.

A highlight ofthe Reidsville Catholic

cornmunity's ministerial life has been the

migrant ministry established in 1981 and

continuing today. With other parishes

throughout the Greensboro Vicariate,

Holy Infant Church provides weekly

meals for the ever-increasing number of

migrant farm workers.

Many Hispanics continue to make
the area their permanent home as well,

thus enhancing the continuing need for

outreach. Holy Infant Church celebrates

Mass in Spanish every Sunday, and the

parish hosts bilingual Christmas and

Easter liturgies.

In 1997, Holy Infant Church
celebrated the 35th anniversary of its

dedication.

Throughout the year, Reidsville

Catholics gather to celebrate many
important church holidays, including

Pentecost, the feast of the Body and

Blood of Christ and the feast ofOur Lady
of Guadalupe.

Contributing to this story was Staff

Writer Karen A. Evans.
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NEW

Annual Report

A special 20-page insert

containing the annual

finance report is included

with this issue of The

Catholic News & Herald.
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The battle at home and abroad
Peace leaders say

rise in Iraqi deaths

should spur troop

withdrawal

BY AGOSTINO BONO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The
sharp rise in civiHan deaths in

[raq should increase pressure

on the United States to remove

its troops from the war-torn

country, said the leaders of

several Catholic peace and
justice organizations.

U.S. troops are a magnet

for violence, they said, and

their removal would be a first

See IRAQ, page?

|MORE COVERAGE

PAGE 7
j POPE URGES

WORLD LEADERS TO HELP
IRAQIS

PAGE 16
I
ARMY FAMILY

ADJUST TO HAVING A
PARENT IN WAR ZONE

CNS PHOTO BY Thaier al-Sudani, Reuters

A boy looks at a vehicle used in a car-bomb attack in Baghdad, Iraq, Oct. 22. Pope Benedict XVI called on religious and political

leaders in Iraq and around the world to help the Iraqi people rebuild their country.
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Building

bridges
Churches form

ecumenical effort to

help community

BY KATHLEEN HEALY
SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

BREVARD — Christian

churches are coming together

to make a difference.

Eleven churches in

Transylvania County,
including Sacred Heart Church

in Brevard, have united to

form Koinonia, "a committed

community among believers."

Sacred Heart Church
participates throughout the

year, hosting the group's

meetings on the fourth Tuesday

of the month.

Koinonia, a Greek word
meaning "a coming together

of community," presents

opportunities in the Brevard

area for interdenominational

See CHURCHES, page 5

Fighting a

secret crime
CATHOLIC MAN RECOGNIZED
FORWORKTO END DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

. CHARLOTTE — It is a

crime that fits no profile. It is

committed by men and women;
it is not restricted to the poor

or the uneducated nor to any

thnic or religious group.

Rather, domestic violence

See VIOLENCE, page 4

Faitii and friendsliip
Prayer, camaraderie highlight annual retreat for

deacons, wives

Photo by Deacon Gerald Potkay

Deacon Ben Wenning (right) watches as Deacon John Kopfle receives a blessing

from Abbot Placid Solari of Belmont Abbey during Mass at a retreat for deacons

and their wives in Hickory Oct. 13-15.

BY DEACON GERALD
POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

HICKORY — More than

100 deacons and their wives

fi-om throughout the Diocese of

.

Charlotte gathered for a retreat

at the Catholic Conference

Center in Hickory Oct. 13-15.

Abbot Placid Solari of

Belmont Abbey served as

retreat master.

The deacons came to "grow

more deeply in their spirituality

HI)XHPnVq««««***!»******3- DIBIT
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In Our Schools

Scholarship, alumni

awards; living rosary

.
I
PAGES 8-9

Culture Watch

Books, DVD on popes;

Madonna's concert edits

I
PAGES 10-11

while being provided with

much needed social interaction

among themselves to renew

old fiiendships and gain new
friendships," said Deacon
Louis Pais, director of the

permanent diaconate for the

Diocese of Charlotte.

"I really felt welcomed
by all," said Deacon
Michael Leahy from

See DEACONS, page 13

Perspectives

Designer children?;

dangerous detachments •

I
PAGES 14-15
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In Brief
Current and upcomina topics

from around the woria to

your own backyard

FREHING FOR FRANCISCANS

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Finch, Catholic Sun

Sam Grosvenor, who crafts handmade guitars, is seen working on a guitar in the basement of the

Franciscans' Assisi Center in Syracuse, N.Y. Grosvenor has a burgeoning business called Franciscan

Guitars, with all proceeds benefiting the order's ministry.

Sales of craftsman's

handmade guitars support

Franciscans' ministry
SYRACUSE, N.Y. (CNS)— Picking

up a guitar five years ago, Sam Grosvenor

was confronted with a problem.

His fingers weren't quite long

enough to wrap comfortably around the

neck to reach the frets. Moreover, no
matter how many different guitars he

tried, he could never quite find the sound

he wanted.

Knowing that, at age 53, his fingers

were unlikely to grow anymore, his wife,

Susan, urged him to build his own guitar.

With no formal training, Grosvenor

used an old guitar as a model and set about

shaping a 6-foot piece of mahogany into

an instrument better suited to his own
specifications.

Now Grosvenor has a burgeoning

guitar-making business called Franciscan

Guitars in the basement of the Assisi

Center in Syracuse. Selling the guitars

doesn't produce a dime for Grosvenor 's

own wallet, however; he is a salaried

employee of the Franciscans i^nd all

the proceeds go back into financing the

order's ministry.

"We set up a wood shop in the

basement with the understanding that

whatever money is made will stay

within the Franciscan ministry," said

Franciscan Father Canice Connors,

rector of Assumption of the Blessed

Virgin Mary Church.

Grosvenor has made a career out

of working with his hands, as a union

bricklayer and as a trim carpenter. Two
years ago, after witnessing the style of

Grosvenor's carpentry, the Franciscans

asked him to stay on as their full-time

construction supervisor.

Grosvenor's signature on many of

his guitars is a peace sign and he is fond

of finely designed inlays. Often a peace

sign will appear in the head of the guitar

or in the base of the neck.

It takes Grosvenor roughly 40 hours

to produce one guitar so long as the client

is asking for "nothing fancy," he said.

The most elaborate guitar Grosvenor

has built to date was a wedding present

for his nephew, featuring an opening

on the body shaped to resemble a

shamrock.

Other designs include a heart and
a Celtic knot. The bottom of the guitar

features a woodcut with a shamrock over

individually pieced together bricks.

Grosvenor said that the last feature

was an allusion to his own occupation as

a bricklayer.

"I'llneverbuildanotherone likethat,"

he said. "That was too frustrating."

Catholic doctors who won't perform
abortions face pressure

ROME (CNS) — Catholic
obstetricians who respect the dignity

of motherhood and the unborn risk

disappearing in societies where abortion

is legal, said the head of an international

group of Catholic obstetricians and
gynecologists.

Obstetricians who oppose having to

perform abortions as part of their training

or in their practice sometimes face "a

sort of medical totalitarianism" and feel

tremendous pressure to "do it this way or

not at all," said Dr. Robert Walley, executive

director ofMaterCare International.

Walley and some 60 other
obstetricians from 14 countries were in

Rome Oct. 11-15 as part of the fourth

MaterCare International workshop for

Catholic women's health specialists.

Part of the World Federation of

Catholic Medical Associations, MaterCare

was founded in 1995 to serve the culture

oflife wherever mothers and their children

are neglected or abandoned. This year's

workshop looked at ways the dignity of

Diocesan
planner

BOONE VICARIATE

SPRUCE PINE — A Rosary of Intercession

for Priests is recited each Friday at St. Lucien

Church, 695 Summit St., before the 9 a.m.

Mass. Prayers are offered for bishops, priests

and deacons, and for an increase in vocations to

the priesthood. For more information, call the

church office at (828) 765-2224.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE
CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., hosts a First

Friday Women's Retreat, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. in

Room 239 of the New Life Center, following

the 9 a.m. Mass. The program for Nov. 3 will

be "Purgatory and Indulgences." For more
information, call Marie Gr2Kskiewicz at (704)

542-9748.

CHARLOTTE — Pathfinders, a peer-led

support group for separated and divorced adults,

offers education, support and fellowship through

the divorce process. The group meets Tuesdays,

7:30-9 p.m., in St. Gabriel Church's Ministry

Building, 3016 Providence Rd. For more
information, call Nancy at (704) 752-0318.

CHARLOTTE — The St Maximilian Kolbe
Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order

gathers the first Sunday of each morfth at 2

p.m. at Our Lady of Consolation Church, 2301

Statesville Ave. Those interested in learning

more about the SFO and the Franciscan way of

life are invited to attend. For more information,

call Tom O'Loughlin at (704) 947-7235.

CHARLOTTE— The Happy Timers of St. Ann
Church meet the first Wednesday of each month
with a luncheon and program at I p.m. in the

Msgr. Allen Center, 3635 Park Rd. All adults age

toil

motherhood and the practice of obstetrics

could be protected and promoted.

"Like the dinosaur who was frozen

out by a climatic change, that's happening

to us," Walley said, explaining that

Catholic obstetricians who wish to avoid; list

abortions are being "frozen out by the me

climatic change that occurred when
abortion was brought in 30 years ago."

When he started his studies more
than 35 years ago, Walley said he had|jt

no idea how great an impact legalized

abortion would have on his and other ||epi

doctors' lives and careers.

"Every civilized country has always

recognized conscientious objection even

in the time of war, but not in the time ofLly

abortion, and it's an oufrage," he said,i ach

adding that many countries do not protect! mitli

a doctor's right of conscience.

However, more than a decade ago

the U.S. Congress passed legislation that

provided aprotection ofconscience clause
l is pi

when new regulations required abortion

fraining in all residency programs.

ipjH
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55 and older are welcome. For more informeition,

call Charles Nesto at (704) 398-0879.

GASTONIA VICARIATE
BELMONT — Father David Valtierra fi-om the

Oratory in Rock Hill will lead a retreat Nov.

5, 1-4 p.m., at Queen of the Apostles Catholic

Church, 503 N. Main St. The retreat's theme will

be "Jesus: the Prophet ofNew Life. " The retreat

will open with a light meal at 12:30 p.m. No pr&

registration needed. For more information, call

Call Dennis Teall-Fleming, at (704) 825-9600, ext.

26, or e-mail teallfleming@yahoo.com.

BELMONT — First Saturday Devotions takeyf
place on the first Saturday of each month at

Belmont Abbey Basilica, 100 Belmont-Mt.
Holly Rd. Devotion begins at 9:30 a.m. with theff'

recitation of the rosary, followed by reconciliation

and Mass. For more information, call Phil or Terri

at (704) 888-6050.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE
GREENSBORO — Theology on Tap, a speakerfj^

series for Catholic adults in their 20s and 30s,

will meet at Logan's Roadhouse, 1300 Bridford

Pkwy., Nov. 2, 8 and 15 at 6:45 p.m. Come and
experience great speakers, excellent food and
conversation. We will be sponsoring a food »s

drive for Urban Ministry. For more information,! ^
e-mail greensborotot@yahoo.com, visit www.j *

triadcatholics.org or call Deb at (336) 286-3687.

GREENSBORO— St. Pius X Church and School,!

2210 N. Elm St., are sponsoring a series ot iNl

workshops for women called Wisdom of Women:
Sessions will be held on the first Thursday of

the month, 9:30-11 a.m. in the parish center. The
group will be facilitated by parishioner and life

coach Lucy Wellmaker. The purpose of the group

is to create a time and a space for women to better

cormect with their inner wisdom and move forward

on their journey in life. For more information
ijj

or to register call Lucy (336) 632-1940 or email

coachw@lucywellmaker.com.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope says predecessor's methods

to spread Gospel must be studied
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

message as well as the methods used by

Pope John Paul II to spread the Gospel

must be studied and duplicated. Pope

Benedict XVI said.

"John Paul II, philosopher and
iheologian, great pastor of the church,

left a richness of writings and gestures

hat express his desire to spread the

3ospel of Christ throughout the world,"

he pope said.

Meeting some 800 directors and

supporters ofthe John Paul 11 Foundation,

Pope Benedict said their efforts to gather,

inalyze and make known the late pope's

:eaching must also include efforts "to

:ouch the mystery of his holiness."

The pope did not make any other

reference to the process under way for

he beatification and canonization of

lis predecessor.

The Oct. 23 audience marked the

5TONEVILLE — Fostering Justice Worldwide,

ponsored by the diocesan Office of Justice and

'eace, will share Catholic Relief Services (CRS)
itories. This free event will take place at St. Francis

Springs Prayer Center, 477 Grogan Rd., St., Nov. 4,

{-4:30 p.m. The program will provide an overview

jf Catholic social teaching, CRS-related work in

he Diocese of Charlotte, CRS work in Africa,

jresentations on effective advocacy and more.

For specific details about the Saturday afternoon

vents please call the Office of Justice and Peace

It (704) 370-3234 or (704) 370-3225, or e-mail

usticepeace@charlottediocese.org.

IREENSBORO — The Reemployment Support

'roup of St. Paul the Apostle Church will meet
Mov. 9, 7:30-9 p.m., in Room 8 of the Parish Life

Center, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. If you are

:urrently out of work or looking to make a career

change, join us for encouragement, support' and
informative topics to help you in your job search.

For more information, call Colleen Assal at (336)

294-4696, ext. 226.

HICKORY VICARIATE
HICKORY— The annual World Community Day
jcumenical worship service will be held Nov. 3 at

7 p.m. at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 547 6th

St. NW. "Signs of Healing" is the theme for this

/ear's service. Stories of healing in situations of
conflict and crisis will be share. Child care will

X provided. Refreshments will be ser vie,. For
Tiore information, call Carole Marmorato at (828)
256-8956.

HENDERSONVILLE — The Widows Lunch
Bunch, sponsored by Immaculate Conception
hurch, meets at a different restaurant on the

iirst Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m.

Reservations are necessary. For more information

ind reservations, call Joan Keagle at (828) 693-

4733.

HICKORY — A Charismatic Mass is celebrated

the first Thursday of each month in Sebastian

Chapel of St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second St.

NE, at 7 p.m. For further information, contact Joan
Vioran (828)-327-0487.

25th anniversary of the John Paul II

Foundation, established initially to

strengthen the ties between the Vatican

and Poland, spread the spiritual values

ingrained in Polish culture, deepen
reflection on the Christian roots of

Europe and provide scholarships for

students from Eastern Europe.

After communism fell in Eastern

Europe and as Pope John Paul aged, the

foundation began a major push to collect,

archive and promote the study of the

pope's ministry.

Thanking the foundation supporters

— including Polish Cardinal Stanislaw

Dziwisz of Krakow, Pope John Paul's

longtime personal secretary, and U.S.

Cardinal Adam J. Maida of Detroit,

a longtime foundation board member
— Pope Benedict said Pope John Paul's

teaching not only must be preserved, but

must be shared with fiiture generations.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE
FRANKLIN — Respect Life meets the first

Wednesday of every month after the 5:30 p.m.

Mass in the Family Life Center at St. Francis

of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St. All those

interested in promoting the sanctity of human
life are invited to attend. For more information,

contact Julie Tastinger at (828) 349-9813 or

jatastinger@aol.com.

WAYNESVILLE — Adult Education Classes

are held the first three Wednesday evenings of

each month beginning at 6:45 p.m. in the St.

John the Evangelist Church Social Hall, 234
Church St. For more information, call Charles

Luce at (828) 648-7369 or e-mail luce54@aol.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE
CLEMMONS — Holy Family Church, 4820
Kinnamon Rd., has Eucharistic Adoration each

Thursday, 9:30 a.m. - 9 p.m. For more details,

call Donna at (336)940-2558 or Carole at (336)

766-4530.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the

Fatima Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Dave Bowe
will present "Spiritual Growth: Reflections

from Life Abroad" Nov. 8. The sacrament of
reconciliation will be offered at 12 p.m. in the

chapel. For more information and to RSVP, call

Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336) 624-1971 or e-mail

kganiel@triad.rr.com. Walk-ins are welcome.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Nov. 2

Mass

St. Charles Borromeo Seminary,
Philadelphia

Nov. 2— 6 p.m.

Friends to Seminarians Reception

Charlotte

Nov. 4

Rachel's Vineyard Retreat

Maggie Valley

Nov. 5— 2 p.m.

25th, 50th Wedding Anniversaries

Mass

St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Charlotte

Pope urges university students to

help heal culture, identity crisis

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI urged university students

to help heal "the crises of culture and

identity" by searching for truth and
meaning in their studies and their lives.

Inaugurating the academic year in

Rome, where university classes begin

in October, Pope Benedict visited

Pontifical Lateran University Oct. 21

and met students and professors fi-om all

the city's pontifical universities after an

Oct. 23 Mass.

In speeches to both groups, the pope

said education should hone a student's

thirst for truth and for meaning, especially

when his or her studies are taking place at

a Vatican-chartered university.

In his Oct. 23 speech in St. Peter's

Basilica, the pope reminded the group

of "the priority importance of one's

spiritual life and the need, alongside

cultural growth, for a balanced human
maturation and a deep ascetic and
religious formation."

The pope said that studying theology

and other subjects in preparation to serve

the church "presupposes an education in

silence and contemplation because it is

necessary to be able to hear with one's

heart the God who speaks."

In his Oct. 21 speech at Lateran

University, where he dedicated the

remodeled library and an auditorium

bearing his name. Pope Benedict said

pontifical universities must challenge

students to look for more than just new
experiences.

Students, he said, want help
responding to questions about the

meaning of their own lives and about

human existence.

"Overvaluing 'doing,' obscuring

'being' will not help restore the

fundamental balance needed to give

one's existence a solid foundation and a

valid goal," he said.

Catholic universities, he said, must

help students aspire to know and love

God and to follow him by obeying his

commandments.

Pope Benedict pointed to the fable of

Icarus who flew with wings held together

with wax; although his father warned
him to stay close, Icarus tried to soar

higher and higher, but the sim melted

the wax, the wings fell apart and Icarus

plunged to his death.

Seeking "absolute freedom," Icarus

found only a great crash and death, the

pope said.

Saintly reflections

CNS PHOTO BY IV L IJ It c 1 II . . L -

Providence Sister Denise Wilkinson, general superior for her religious

order, delivers a reflection on the life and heritage of St. Mother Theodore

Guerin during Mass at the Church of the Immaculate Conception in St.

Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind., Oct. 22. Sisters of Providence, alumnae of St.

Mary-of-the-Woods College and otherfriends ofthe religious ordergathered

that Sunday to honor the 166th anniversary of the founding of Indiana's

Sisters of Providence and the Oct. 15 canonization of their foundress,

Mother Theodore.

The congregation has had a presence in the Diocese Charlotte — at

Providence Convent in Charlotte, 1972-1973; and at St. Joan of Arc

Church in Asheville, 1973 and 1980 — and two sisters still minister here:

Providence Sister Betty Paul serves as faith formation coordinatorfor the

northern region ofthe diocese and resides in Lexington; Providence Sister

Katherine Francis French also resides in Lexington.
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Catholic man recognized

for domestic violence work

VIOLENCE, from page 1

is a learned behavior, and one that passes

from one generation to the next.

"If a three-year-old boy sees his

father abusing his mother, he thinks

that is normal behavior," Joseph
Marinello said.

Unless the boy unlearns this behavior,

he could grow up to be an abuser,

he said.

At the launch of North Carolina's

Domestic Violence Awareness Month
Oct. 2, Marinello was recognized for

his work combating domestic violence.

He and Barry Bryant, lead victim

planner at the North Carolina Governor's

Crime Commission, were named as

the recipients of the 2006 Annual RBC
Centura Men For Change awards by

the North Carolina Coalition Against

Domestic Violence.

Marinello, a parishioner of St.

Gabriel Church in Charlotte, works for

CMC Behavioral Health and facilitates

domestic violence intervention groups

for the Mecklenburg County New
Options for Violent Actions Program.

He is the program developer and

coordinator of the Men Stopping

Violence Program and an instructor in

the department of criminal justice at

UNC-Charlotte.

Originally designed as apilotprogram

"Men have to be part of

the solution. We must
educate other men and

say, 'Domestic violence

is wrong.'"

Joseph Marinello

for the North Carolina Department of

Correction, Men Stopping Violence is a

20-week, full-time psycho-educational

treatment program for male offenders.

The inmates or clients have histories of

engaging in or perpetrating violence in

any form, including domestic violence,

sexual violence and homicide.

Marinello has dedicated himself to

combating domestic violence, which
he considers to be a "social cancer."

Domestic violence is a kept secret in

many families, he said.

"Only about 10 percent of domestic

abuse is reported to the police," he said.

"By the time the police are involved,

the abuse may have happened five, 10,

15 times."

In the past, domestic violence has

been seen as a women's issue, Marinello

said. Most victims are women, so most

advocates are also women.
But Marinello is working to change

that perception.

"Men have to be part ofthe solution,"

TliEORATOR
434 Charlotte Avenue, P.O. Box 1 1 586

Rock Hill, SC 2973-1 586

(803) 327-2097

Day with the Gospel of Luke
^

9 am - 4 pm Thursday; November 1 6 OR
9 am - 4 pm Saturday, November 1

8

Our fall Scripture day is dedicated to the Gospel of the new liturgical

cycle: Luke (Cycle C).The day includes an overview and outline of the

Gospel, prayer, shared reading, noon Eucharist and lunch.The same

program is offered both days.

Cost: $35 - includes lunch

SAVE $200 on Closing Costs I Youp Trustod Mortgage Advisor

Call Jayne McGonnell
Mortgage Loan Originator

(704) 516-9682
imcqonneH(3!cimqinc.com

Parishioner - St. Thomas Aquinas

End of Year Special

Unii9t

he said. "We must educate other men and

say, 'Domestic violence is wrong.'"

The key to stopping domestic
violence by men is for them to be role

models in their families.

"A real man is one who is loving and

nurturing," Marinello said.

Most physical abuse is preceded by
emotional abuse —- insults, isolation,

intimidation, using money or children as

a weapon— Marinello said.

An abuser will use insults to lowers

his or her victim's self-esteem, thereby

raising his or her own self-esteem.

If, or when, emotional abuse fails

to get the desired result, an abuser will

resort to physical abuse.

Abusive behavior usually doesn't

stop unless the abuser gets psychological

treatment, Marinello said.

"If a man hits you once and you let

him get away with it, he'll do it again,"

said Marinello. "Without treatment,

men will find another victim. He has no

reason to stop."

Today's society, especially the

media, has exacerbated the problem

of domestic violence, according to

Marinello.

"We relate violence to masculinity,"

Marinello said. "Also, young boys are

being inundated by violence on TV and

in video games."

Marinello believes it is essential to

teach men to not be abusive, because

abuse is a core crime for other crimes. He
also believes that violent behavior can be

stopped with counseling, as men learn to

change their behavior.

"Men wQie not put on this earth to be

abusive," Marinello said "All ofJesus Christ's

teachings were about love andpeace."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A: Evans
by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on Josepli IVIarinello's

IVIen Stopping Violence program, visit

www.menstoppingviolence.com.

Ttie Charlotte Mecklenburg Police

Department presents monthly Domestic

Violence "Lunch & Learn" workshops.

These free workshops are held the first

Tuesday of every month, 12:30-1 :30 p.m.

at St. Peter Church, 507 South Tryon

Street. For more information, call Mike

Sexton (704) 432-1568 or email dvac@

mecklenburgcountync.gov.

AMERICA'S VIVEROS ROOFING

tl^ }f^^3^^Jff^t^

Spedalists in Shingles

Licensed 8^ Insured

FREE ESTIA/IATES

www.avroofing.com

704-320-4526— 704-622-8185

CSS
CathdK Social Services

Diocese of CharioOe

5th Annual

Vineyard of Hope
Wines Around the World

Wine Tasting & Auction

This annual fundraiser for Catholic Social Services

provides vital funds for the programs and services of CSS.

Get a group together and buy your tickets today!

Friday, November 10 — 7 p.m.

Charlotte Marriott SouthPark
(formerly known as The Park Hotel)

All proceeds benefit

Catholic Social Services

The evening iacludes: Wine Tasting, Heavy hers d'oeuvres

Live entertainmentfrom 'The Sinatra Experience'

Silent Auction

Individual tickets are $75.

Discounted groups of eight

and sponsorships are also available,

CaU 704-370-3232 or

visit www.vineyardofhope.org

Sponsored by: "p Sisters of Mercy
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Churches form ecumenical

effort to help community

CHURCHES, from page 1

Christian services and for sponsoring

educational opportunities that focus

Christian values on timely, and sometimes

controversial, issues.

The group's religious symposium
in November 2005 explored extreme

fimdamentalism in Christianity, Islam and

Judaism. The group's second symposium,

held at Brevard College Oct. 24-26,

was themed "Who is My Neighbor?

America the Melting Pot: Immigration,

Diversity, Assimilation."

The three-day event explored the

intricacies of being an immigrant and

becoming a citizen. Panelists included

Father Carl Del Giudice, pastor of Sacred

Heart Church, and Capuchin Father John

Salvas, parochial vicar of Immaculate

Conception Church in Hendersonville.

Ramona McCarty, a parishioner

of Sacred Heart Church, volunteered

three years 'ago to represent her

Photo by Kathleen Healy Schmiedeb

Ramona McCarty, a parishioner of Sacred Heart

Church in Brevard, represents the parish in

Koinonia, an ecumencial group of 1 1 Transylvania

County-area churches.

"Helping our

brothers and sisters

is a central part

of our faith in

following in the

footsteps of Jesus."

— Ramona McCarty

parish in Koinonia.

"I have gained a feeling ofbelonging

to not only the Catholic Church, but also

the community of Christian believers,"

she said. "Helping our brothers and

sisters is a central part of our faith in

following in the footsteps of Jesus."

Parishioners Pat Sigars and Marcia

Harper have joined McCarty as co-

representatives for Sacred Heart Church.

Koinonia sponsors several events

throughout the year to assist those who
seek a closer relationship with Christ, as

well as to help those in need.

The group held a Crop Walk Oct.

15 that supports Church World Service,

an ecumenical relief, development and

refugee assistance ministry. While 75

percent of funds will help provide safe

water wells for impoverished people

globally, the remaining funds will stay

in Transylvania County and be donated

to Sharing House, which helps those

in need.

Sacred Heart Church also hosts a

community-wide Christmas Day dinner

that is open to all who want to share a

meal. In January, the parish hosts a "Day
of Prayer for Christian Unity" as well as

prayer luncheons and services on Fridays

during Lent.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information about Koinonia

or the programs it sponsors, contact

Ramona McCarty at (828) 884-8879.

The Asheville Vicariate invites you to a

Day of Reflection featuring

Dr. Scott Hahn
internationally known theologian, author,

speaker and professor at Franciscan University

Immaculate Conception Church, Hendersonville
Saturday, Dec. 9 10am - 4pm
Tickets must be obtained in advance.

A $10 donation includes lunch.

Call 828-697-7420 or your parish office for details.

Road to recovery
Vrogram helps Catholics cope with grief

BY KATHLEEN HEALY SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

BREVARD — The loss of a loved

one is often too much for someone to

bear. And Rose Mary Charmley wanted

to do something about it.

Charmley, a parishioner of Sacred

Heart Church in Brevard, has developed

a program to help those who have lost

someone cope with grief.

"1 want them to move from what

they are doing to where there is hope,"

Charmley said. "In the end, you want

people to feel that life is worth living,

that it's going to be OK."
Charmley developed the grief

recovery program in 1981 while working

as a registered nurse for mental health

services in Michigan. Seventy-five

percent of mental illness among her

elderly patients was depression, she said,

largely caused by losing a spouse.

After researching several programs,

Charmley designed a program that best

suited the needs of her patients.

Upon moving to western North
Carolina in 2000, Charmley saw a similar

need and initiated the program at Sacred

Heart Church. The armual eight-week

course, which began Oct. 1 8, is designed

for anyone who has lost someone in his

or her life, regardless of the relationship.

Throughout the program, Charmley
encourages mutual support among the

participants in and out of the meetings.

Each participant is given a notebook,

to be used for homework based on the

meetings and for joumaling thoughts

and feelings.

"1 encourage everyone to use the

journal, but it's up to the individual,"

said Charmley. "I also encourage them to

write a love letter to the person they have

lost and to attend local support groups."

Meetingtopics includeunderstanding

the grief process, finding balance in

life, facing anniversaries and holidays,

self-esteem, stress management and
recognizing the role change in the life of

the "survivor."

The program also includes a healing

ritual designed to help participants learn

how to let go and move forward with life.

Charmley suggests creating a personal

tribute to the deceased in their honor,

either through a donation or a memorial.

"Everyone handles grief in his or

Photo by Kathikn Healy Schmieder

Rose Mary Charmley, a parishioner of Sacred Heart

Church in Brevard, instituted a grief recovery

program at the parish.

her own way. There is no wrong way,"

said Charmley.
"1 have had people who were able to

move on in six months and others who
were still having problems after several

years," she said. "I ask them, 'In the

next five, 10, 20 years, does God want

you to die or does he have a plan for

you to do?'"

Friendships often develop among the

participants. Getting out of the house and

being around others is an important step

of the healing process, said Charmley.

There are a few things everyone

should do when facing grief during the

holidays, she said — make a plan for

the holiday; don't wait for it to happen;

don't expect it to be the same (as before

the loss), so do it differently and never

do it alone.

"It's never as bad as you think it will

be," she said.

WANT MORE INFO?

The grief recovery program at Sacred

Heart Church in Brevard runs through

Dec. 6. For more information, coritact

Rose Mary Charmley at (828) 862-8666.

Abbotswood Senior Living

For more than 1 7 years, Abbotswood at

Irvmg Park has built a reputation on

providing exemplary retirement living services to

independent seniors. Residents enjoy the largest

1 and 2 bedroom floorplans in Irving Park,

delicious meals, a full-time wellness director and month-to-month rental

with NO BUY^IN FEES. Optional in-home health care services are

available. Call today to schedule your personal tour.

(336) 282-8870
at Irving Park

He onlyJiill service retirement living address in the heart ofIrving Park

fed! 3504 Flint Street • Gieensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Bilingual music performed,
|

Growing efforts, getting

studied in Hamlet
HAMLET — It was a weekend

of music and learning at St. James the

Greater Church in Hamlet.

Approximately 70 people attended

the "music extravaganza" concert at the

church Sept. 29, and 30 people attended

the bilingual music workshops Sept. 30.

The concert featured English- and

Spanish-language singers and musicians

from St. James the Greater Church

and its mission, Sacred Heart Church

in Wadesboro. It was the first time the

two church choirs and musicians had

performed together.

The concert also featured Lourdes

Montgomery, a composer, arranger and

clinician with Oregon Catholic Press,

a publisher of liturgical music, books,

choral collections and support materials

for the Catholic Church.

Montgomery, a native of Havana,

Cuba, also directed workshops in both

English and Spanish.

Benedictine Father David Draim,

parochial vicar of the churches, said the

workshops' goal was to foster greater

respect and collaboration between

"I believe the occasional

bilingual liturgies will be

a source of blessing and
spiritual growth for the

entire parish."

— Benedictine Fadier

David Draim

English- and Spanish-languagemusicians

and choirs.

"Both groups are blessed with

amazingly talented people and I believe

the occasional bilingual liturgies will be

a source of blessing and spiritual growth

for the entire parish," he said.

The workshops were made possible

by Oregon Catholic Press and a grant

from Operation Rice Bowl.

"Our choirs and musicians are fiill of

ideas, thanks to Lourdes, and everyone

enjoyed the concert," said Father Draim.

GwmESY Photo

Music directors from St. lames the Greater Church in Hamlet and Sacred Heart Church in Wadesboro

stand with Lourdes Montgomery (second from right) of Oregon Catholic Press. Pictured are (from left):

Sheila Stovall of St. James the Greater Church, Laura Laney of Sacred Heart Church, Pepe Rodriguez of

St. James Church, Montgomery and Eleanor Adeimy of St. James Church.

THE GOOD NEWS IS. YOU
HAVE THOUSANDS OF
INVESTMENT OPTIONS.
THE BAD NEWS IS...

You have thousands of investment options, and you don't

know how to pick Itie tiest ones for your situation.

You have thousands of investments options, and you don't

have time to research even a fraction of them.

Call to learn more about

PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT
Les Oavaz
Financial Advisor

Member, St. Patrick's Church

100 N, Tryon St.. Suite 3300

Charlotte, NC 28202

(704) 331-2233 or

(800) 438-0397

http://fc.smithbarney.com/davaz

citigroupj
SmithRm^^

* Minimum tnianoe $25,000 Equity. $100,000 Faet Iname. ® 2006

Ciligiaup GMal Matets Inc Meml»r SIPC. Smith Barney is a dMstoi

and setvioe mart( ol Qligroup Global Markets Inc and «t afliliaiBS and is

used and regislered llvougtKwt the wodd. CITIGROUP and the Untrala

Device are tradefnarts and senica marks of Otigraiv Inc or its afliales

and are used and regisMied thnxjghaU the mold.

c
c
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 MonroeM Charlotte. NC28212

704-568-0023

wvvw.carolina(uneral.com

Steven Ku^ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Kni^ns ofColumbus

'Heart to Heart''

Media Campaign Fundraiser

Featuring Guest Speal(er,

Tom Peterson

President of VirtueMedia

Recentlyfeatured on EWTN's
Bookmark program.

The North CaroUna Right To Life Education Fund invites you to its

presentation of the '*Heart to Heart" Media Campaign on Sunday

Nov. 5"*, from 7:15pm to 8:30pm, at the Ballantyne Resort.

Please join us for Coffee and Dessert while hearing about the

ambitious effort to bring Pro-Life television commercials to

Charlotte.

The featured speaker of the event is Tom Peterson, founder and

President of VirtueMedia. By combining his innovative professional

media background with life-afTirniing virtues, Mr. Peterson dedicated

himself to producing and distributing national quality Pro-Life

television and radio conamercials.

The Goal of the "Heart to Heart" Media campaign is to cultivate a

Pro-Life atmosphere for the purpose of raising pubUc awareness

about the Life issues and to save lives.

If you are intoested in attending the event or would like to learn

more about the "Heart to Hearf' Media canq)aign please contact

Jon CapCT at voice (704) 496-0480 or by Email at

joncapen@earthlink.net

CcuRTESY Photo

Grand Knight Lance Cancro (right) of Knights of Columbus Council

8509 receives a third trimester membership awardfrom state director Bob
Grabasky at the council s annual family picnic at Holy Cross Church in

Kemersville Aug. 27.

The council uses a number of efforts to recruit new members, including

bulletin announcements, speakers at Masses andbooths atstewardshipfairs

and social gatherings.

I
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Peace leaders call for troop

withdrawal from Iraq

Pope urges world leaders to help Iraqis rebuild

troubled nation

IRAQ, from pagie 1

step toward getting the warring factions

in Iraq to the bargaining table under some
form of international supervision.

For Franciscan Father Louis V.

lasiello, however, a Navy <;haplain on

active duty from 1983 until his military

retirement earlier this year as chief of

Navy chaplains, the escalation in the

number of civilian deaths emphasizes

the need for a country going to war to

have a well-developed postwar plan for

bringing peace and pohtical stability to

file country it defeats.

This includes sending in troops

specially trained in peacekeeping
operations, he said.

Father lasiello, president of the

Washington Theological Union, said he has

not decided yet whether U.S. troops should

be withdrawn in the foreseeable hiture.

Father lasiello and the leaders

of several Catholic peace and justice

groups were interviewed by Catholic

News Service after the Johns Hopkins

University Bloomberg School of Public

Health andtheAl MustansiriyaUniversity
School of Medicine in Baghdad, Iraq,

published a study estimating Aat 601 ,000

Iraqi civilians have died through violence

since the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in

March 2003.

The study's methodology has
produced controversy as to its vaUdity,

with some critics saying that the research

concentrated on areas of high warfare.

President George W. Bush called the

study "not credible."

But its methodology has been
defended by some pollsters such as John

Zogby, head ofZogby International, who
has done surveying in Iraq.

The study said that 31 percent of

the violent deaths since the invasion

were attributed to the U.S.-led coalition

forces, but this ratio dropped to 26
percent in 2006 although the total

number of deaths attributed to coalition

forces rose in 2006.

The JohnsHopkins study interviewed
47 clusters of 40 households each

throughout the country to gather its

figures, which it then projected on a

national level. The interviews were
conducted from May to July 2006. The
researchers said their methodology was
the same used by others to determine

civilian deaths in wars in flie Congo,

Kosovo and Sudan.

The rising number of civilian

casualties shows that civilians are the

targets of this war, said Sister Simone
Campbell, executive director ofNetwork,

which lobbies Congress on peace and

justice issues.

"I don't know how we can square

that wiA our Catholic Gospel values,"

she said.

Sister CampbeU, a Sister of Social

Service, said Netwoik maintains contact

with 14 Iraqi women, several of whom
came to the United States earlier tiiis year

to talk to lawmakers.

"They don't think this (601,000) is a

wrong number," she said.

Four of tiie women have lost close

relatives. Sister Campbell added.

"Oftentheydon'tknowwhathappens
to the loved ones. They just disq>pear,"

she said.

A key problem in the civil strife

is that different branches of the Iraqi

miUtaiy and poUce forces are infiltrated

by militia members of rival political

factions who use the security forces for

partisan attacks. Sister Campbell said.

"There is not a strong sense of
identity to Iraq. Identity is more toward a

sectarian miUtia or clan," she said.

Marie Dennis, vice president of
Pax Christi International, a Vatican-

recognized Catholic peace movement,
said the rising civilian death toll is

morally intolerable.

"When the U.S. started the war, the

peace movement and churches said this

could lead to a mess and it did," said

Dennis, also the director ofthe Maryknoll

Office for Global Concerns.

"The presence of U.S. troops is

fiieling flfe violence," she said.

Escape Colder WeatherAnd
Join Your Spiritual Director Fr. Page Polk

Hawaii Cruise
15-Day Vacation Departs March 21, 2007

Escape colder weather back home and travel with other Roman Catholics including your YMT
Chaplain Father Page Polk. Depert March 21, 2007 and be met by "your man' at the Honolulu

airport on ttiis 15-day vacation including an 11-day cruise on NCL's Norwegian Wind with three

hotel nights in Waikiki, with an included Honduhj tour. In Hawa1 visit Kauai, Maui,^ on the

'Big Island' both Hilo and Kona. As a bonus you'll ^so spend a day on exotic F»jning Island; see
what the South Pacific was like over 100 years ago! Complete prices start from only $2446 (pa-

person/double occupancy) and includes an atoha ftower-lei greetmg, airport / hotel / ship transfers,

the 11-day cruise, three nights hotels, baggage handling, round trip airfare from Charlotte, and ^1

taxes. This will be Father Polk's second trip as a YMT Chaplain. He is Director of the Chaplain

Corp in the Archdiocese of Galveston, Texas. Mass will be celebrated once in HonoUu aid most
days on ship. $300 deposits now due. Family & friends wekx)me.

For infonrnation reservations, brochure and Fr. Polk's l^ter call 7 days a week:

'YOUR MAN' JOURS 1-800-968-7626
North America's First Choice for travel since 1 967!

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— Pope
Benedict XVI called on rejigious and

pohtical leaders in Iraq and around the

world to help the Iraqi people rebuild

their country, which is so troubled by
insecurity and "savage violence."

The pope expressed his deep
concemforlraq'sChristiancommunity

as well as all victims ofthe increase in

violence and intimidation throughout

the country.

After praying the Angelus Oct.

22 in St. Peter's Square, the pope
first sent his "cordial greetings" to

Muslims around the world who were
about to celebrate the end of the holy

month ofRamadan, wishing them all

"serenity and peace."

This "joyous atmosphere" of
celebration, however, has been
clouded by the "very serious situation

of insecurity and savage violence"

&ced by so many innocent people in

Iraq solely "because (they are) Shiites,

Sutmis or Christians," he said.

The pope said he wits aware of

the tremendous worry running throu^

Iraq's Christian communities, adding

that his thoughts and prayers for

"stnaigfli and consolation" were witii

them as wife all victims in the conflict.

The pope prayed that God would
grant Iraq and the world's religious

Butapulloutneedstobe accompanied

by U.S. pohtical and financial support for

a multinational peacekeeping process

tiiat could include the United Nations,

Arab states and other regional powers,

she said.

The U.S. also "needs to foot the bill"

for rebuilding Iraq, she said.

Another piece of the puzzle is

stimulating international pressure to get

the various ethnic and religious groups in

Iraq to seriously negotiate the country's

fiiture, Dennis said.

"The U.S. leaving won't be a magic

wand" to solving Iraq's problems, she

said. "There is no quick solution."

Dave Robinson, executive director

of Pax Christi USA, said the Johns

Hopkins research was "the first credible

study of what effect the war is having on
civilian life."

The U.S. needs to spend less money
on military operations and more on
reconstruction and to restore the country 's

infi^tructure, he said.

For Iraqi youths "there is no work,

no hope. Few schools are working,"

said Robinson. The U.S. should be

"empowering Iraqis to build their

own coimtry according to their own
priorities."

Father lasiello said that it is critical

and political leaders "the needed faith

and courage" to help Iraqis rebuild

their country and reach reconciliation

between factions by realizing "that the

plurality ofits components is an integral

part of(the country's) wealth."

Church leaders in Iraq have
expressed concern about an increase in

violence; especially against Christians.

Since the U.S.-led invasion of

Iraq, numerous churches have been

bombed, and Christians have been
kidnapped, killed or threatened.

Half of all Iraqi Christians have

fled their country over the past three-

and-a-halfyears, according to Chaldean

Catholic Auxiliary Bishop Andreos

Abouna of Baghdad. Before the

invasion there were about 1 .2 million

Christians in the predominantly Shiite

Muslim state; since then the overall

number has dropped to about 600,000.

Chaldean Patriarch Emmanuel-
Karim Delly of Baghdad said that

violence, persecution and instability

along with the world's apparent

indiflferenceto the plight ofthe country's

Christians have forced them into exile.

Losing Christians to emigration

would represent "abig loss not only for

Iraq, but for the cause of humankind,

and it will have serious consequences

for Muslims, too," he said.

in the postwar period for the victor to

provide for the security of the people in

the occupied country, especially the most
vulnerable, in addition to the security of

its troops.

Planning for the postwar situation

needs to be taken seriously before a war
is started, he said.

"We must know what we will be

doing in that phase," Father lasiello said.

The Iraq War is evolutionary and

planning needs to be constantly re-

evaluated to meet new realities such as

an increase in violence, insurgency and

tribalism, he said.

Regarding the current debate about

U.S. policy in Iraq, Father lasiello

said, "I'm glad we're taking seriously

all options."

The drop in civilian deaths attributed

to coalition forces from 3 1 percent to 26

percent shows "that most of our people

who fight are moral people" trying to

limit the damage to civilians, he said.

Avoiding civilian deaths is also good
strategy, he added.

"Commanders realize that if you
want to win a counterinsurgency war,

you have to win the hearts and minds

of the people. You don't do that when
you kill family members," said Father

lasiello.

ve
FUNERALHOME &
GREMAnON SERVICE

Asheville &Arden

Hie Catholic Funeral Directors

828-252-3535

Jk i

St Joan ofArc in Asheville now
has a roof, a steeple and a cross!

Congratulations!
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From one band to another

Courtesy Photo by Mary Luttrell

Emily Cornelius and John Menze, seniors at Charlotte Catholic High School, examine school marching

band uniforms to be donated to South Plaquemines High School in Port Sulphur, La., the first week of

October. Charlotte Catholic gave more than 1 00 band uniforms, along with cards and personal notes of

encouragement, to the high school affected by Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

"Our band was very humbled by that high school struggling to get back on its feet in an area in which many

residents are still without electricity," said Jackie McCalla, Charlotte Catholic band booster president.

Charlotte Catholic's band was able to purchase new uniforms through fundraising efforts at Carolina

Panthers' games.

Praying for life

Courtesy Photo

Students at Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro honor Mary, the Blessed Mother, with a living rosary

in the school gymnasium Oct. 4. With the gym lights out, music playing and blue glow sticks in hand, the

students prayed the rosary and reflected on the luminous mysteries, which Pope John Paul II added to

the traditional rosary prayers in 2002.

\ St. Vincent de Paul Women's Guild

Tuesday, November 14, 6:30 PM
St. Vincent de Paul Church

6828 Old Reid Road Charbtte

5.00
per person

|—jolidciii fashion....Tk5«nl<iS0iving ko Nfew '^©erps

^orlq QivJl ^\wpp\n0 - Doors open ai 6:CX> p.m.

^peciakq O'fks Jewelry (Z^simas CollectiUe

teBafo/Dress Barn Worn

Advance Tickets/ MormatioQ: Peggy Gibbons 704/588-5879

CCHS senior receives

memorial scholarship
Ciotti selectedfor outstanding volunteer

athletic service

CHARLOTTE — Kaitlyn Ciotti, a

senior at Charlotte Catholic High School,

was named the second recipient of a

memorial scholarship.

Ciotti received the Gregory Bazluki

Sr. Memorial Scholarship, named for

longtime Charlotte Catholic assistant

football coach who passed away.

The award is dedicated to those who
give back to their school community
through volunteer athletic service and

includes a place on a plaque in the

school and a $1,500 scholarship to

Charlotte Catholic.

Ciotti received the award from the

Bazluki family before the opening kickoff

of the Charlotte Catholic homecoming
game versus Garinger High School

Oct. 13. Also in attendance were Jerry

Healy, principal, and Jennifer Johnson,

alumni director.

Ciotti has been involved with
Charlotte Catholic's sports medicine

program for four years, in which she

provides care and rehabilitation for

school athletes.

She often volunteers as an athletic

training student assistant for summer
athletic camps at Charlotte Catholic.

She is a volunteer for Mighty
Riders, a program that provides students

with mental and physical handicaps the

opportunity to develop coordination

and confidence through interaction

with horses.

"She exemplifies the true meaning
of a Charlotte Catholic role model
— kindness, faith, spirit, respect and

dedicated service," said Mary Jayne

Dawson, campus minister.

mnyNClow
Courtesy Photo by Jennifer ioHNSON

Kaitlyn Ciotti, a senior at Charlotte Catholic High School, accepts the second annual Gregory Bazluki Sr.

Memorial Award from members of the Bazluki family before the homecoming game Oct. 1 3.

You could be singing too after more tlian

135,000 readers see YOUR company's
ad iiere!

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses

and individuals, tool

C\tHqlic
NEW^^PERALD

Can (704) 370-3332 now!
or ckfoarick@eiiwlottmlloceae.4arg.

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panicl...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way !o get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 chartottc (704) 795-9349 concom

Serving The Entire Charlotte Diocese Area

www.3wavplumbitig.com Proud member of St. Jarnes Church
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Emerging beauty

CouRTBY Photo by Donna Birkel

.tudents at St. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem study a newly hatched butterfly Oct. 20. The

lutterfly's cocoon had been kept in a jar in first-grade teacher St. Joseph Sister Emma Yondura's

lassroom. When the butterfly began to hatch, the class went outside to watch.

i^rrinriViMnifirrfrjfci-ainiiiSiifcniw'iiMi^tii). tfiii'inr

November 4th

8 am to 3 pm

Christmas Bazaar

Come one, Come all.

For a great start to your holiday season!

. Silent Auction Drawings

Throughout The D^.

St Mark Catholic Church

Family Life Center StumptcMi Rd.

$1 Admission per adult

Fortofo: 704-777-1650

ar 704-895-6732

Get your photo taken with Santa.

Handmade Chocolates

Designer Jewelry

Pet Toys

Handmade Crafts

Kttchen & Home Products

Religious Gifts

Bake Sale

Christmas Decorations

Food and Drinks

Handmade Knitwear

and Lots. Lots More

!

1^

i

Bishop McGuinness honors

alumni during homecoming
KERNERSVILLE — Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School in

Kemersville celebrated homecoming
weekend with its fourth annual
Athletic Hall of Fame and third annual

Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame
induction ceremonies Oct. 6.

The Athletic Hall of Fame honored

Lynda Sayers, class of 1983, and Richard

Rossitch, class of 1989.

Sayers was a volleyball, basketball

and Softball player at Bishop McGuinness
and helped lier basketball and volleyball

teams become state champions. She
currently resides in Winston-Salem.

Rossitch played baseball, basketball

and soccer at Bishop McGuinness and

was honored as Male Athlete of the Year

in 1988 and 1989; he also was awarded

Scholar Athlete of the Year in 1989.

He helped lead the school's Villains

varsity baseball team to two state

championship wins. Rossitch currently

resides in Charlotte.

The Distinguished Alumni Hall of

Fame honored Dr. Bartholomew Lopina,

class of 1992.

After graduating fi-om UNC-Chapel
Hill's medical school in 2000, Lopina

began his family medicine residency at

Wake Forest University Baptist Medical

Center in Winston-Salem.

He has continued to be active at

Bishop McGuinness, where he served

as football team physician for the 2002-

2003 season; he also served as an alumni

ambassador for the Alumni Relations

Corrmiittee until 2005.

Lopina currently resides in Newton.

"The legacies ofall these exceptional

individuals are gifts of extraordinary

value to the life and the living memory
of this school," said Principal George

Repass.

Bishop McGuiimess was recognized

in 2006 as one of the Top 50 Catholic

High Schools in the United States by the

Catholic High School Honor Roll.

Courtesy Photos

Dr. Bartholomew Lopina (above) and Richard

Rossitch and Lynda Sayers (below) were honored

Oct. 6 during Bishop McGuinness Catholic High

School's homecoming weekend.

inspiration about

the Diocese of Charlotte!

This week hear

Bishop Emeritus Curlin

Subscribe today
— ifs FREE!
Check it oi«t at
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Culture Watch A roundup of

Scripture, readings,

films and more

Publisher offers books by, about Pope

Benedict, DVD on Pope John Paul II

SAN FRANCISCO (CNS)— Three

new books from Ignatius Press aim to

help readers know Pope Benedict XVI
better, through a unique photo collection

and through the pope's own words.

"Pope Benedict XVI: Servant of

the Truth," by German journalist Peter

Seewald, features 190 fiiU-color photo

pages, as well as essays by friends

and colleagues and some writings by

Pope Benedict.

Those who want more of the pope's

words can read "What It Means To Be
a Christian," a primer on embracing

Christian practice, and "Images ofHope:

Meditations on Major Feasts," which

"weaves together Scripture, history,

literature, theology and sacred art,"

according to the publisher.

Both books were written before he

was elected to the papacy.

Ignatius Press also is offering Catholics

a chance to see 'Tope John Paul E," a film

about Pope Benedict's predecessor.

The 1 80-minute film will be screened

free of charge at select parishes, shrines,

colleges. Catholic conference centers and

schools throughout the United States and

Canada through Nov. 19.

The film stars Caiy Elwes and Jon

Voight, who was nominated for a 2006

Emmy for his portrayal ofKarol Wojtyla.

The feature film, which was shown
on CBS TV last December but has never

been shown in theaters, is being sold on

DVD in North America exclusively by
the San Francisco-based Ignatius Press.

Editor 's Note: Showings of
"Pope John Paul II" can be
scheduled by calling Diane Hanson
at (734) 453-8487.

^ Medicine

. . . Healthcare with a heart.

Dr. E. Kelly Anderson is available to

help with all of your family's healthcare

needs. A graduate of the

Yale University School

of Medicine and the

residency program at

Carolinas Medical Center

- Union, Dr. Anderson is

now accepting patients

of all a|Bgi>

Dr.£ Kelly Anderson

ParilKMier

olatioit. Cbarlotte

am - 4;00 pm

:00 pm

10 pro. (by appt.j

fiOUBS:

I Mon.Tue, Th, Fn.

Wednesday

Saturday

704- 888
An NFPH>Ql|iiactice

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

*** ***Now with 3 locations to serve you

Up to 24-hour care

Hygiene assistance

^ Meals

Light housekeeping

V Companionship

Errands/shopping

Respite

VUUtm^Angels^^

Asheville

828-665-3944
Charlotte

704-549-4010

Mooresville

704-663-1065

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: NOV. 5, 2006

Nov. 5, Thirty-first Sunday

in Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:

1) Deuteronomy 6:2-6

Psalm 18:2-4, 47,51

2) Hebrews 7:23-28

3) Gospel: Mark 12:28b-34

Love for God and our

neighbors

BY DANY LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The encounter begins with a trick

question, like asking a coach at a team

meeting to name her best player or

a parent at Sunday dinner to pick a

favorite child.

It's an "either-or" question, and I

imagine an edge in the scribe's voice as

he asks it, a smirk on his face, glancing at

his clever jfriends.

But if the scribe's opening gambit

seems aggressive, Jesus' answer reflects

confidence and peace and wisdom. He
answers, but not in the narrow categories

of the questioner, not ceding the rules of

engagement to his prickly opponent.

He answers instead in a way that

both disarms his challenger and invites

consideration of a new perspective on

truths the scribe thought he already

grasped.

Jesus' first response is not a statemen

but a prayer: "Hear, O Israel! The Lon
our God is Lord alone! ... Love the Lore

your God with all your heart."

The Shema, so called for its opening

Hebrew word "Hear!" would hav«

echoed familiarly in the ears of Jesus

listeners. Devout Jews recited this praye

three times daily, both as a reminder o
God's sovereignty and as a call to fidelit

to his gracious covenant.

The scribe asks for only on
commandment, but Jesus gives him
second, thus deepening and clarifyinj

the meaning of the first: "Love you
neighbor as yourself"

The impulse to division, to ai

"either-or" approach to wisdom an^

life and human community, v/hili

clarifying in the short run, proves to^

small for Jesus. To love God deeply, witl

passionate commitment, always implie

a similarly deep and courageous love o

our sisters and brothers.

The measure of our love for God
and the fruit of authentic worship, is th'

depth and generosity ofour love for eacl

other, demonstrated in our imitation o

Christ, God's love made flesh.

Questions:

Who is a person in my life to whoi

I can demonstrate love more clearly

How? What are some concrete ways
can cultivate in my heart a deeper lov

for God?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCT 29-NOV. 4

Sunday (Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Tme), Jeremiah 31:7-9, Hebrews 5:1-6, Mark

10:46-52; IWonday, Ephesians 4:32-5:8, Luke 13:10-17; Tuesday, Ephesians 5:31-33,

Luke 13:18-21; Wednesday (All Saints), Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14, 1 John 3:1-3, Matthew

5:1-12; Thursday (All Souls), Wisdom 3:1-9, Romans 5:5-11, John 6:37-40; Friday (St.

Martin de Forres), Philippians 1:1-11, Luke 14:1-6; Saturday (St. Charles Borromeo),

Phiiippians 1:18-26, Luke 14:1, 7-11.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOV. 5-11

Sunday (Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time), Deuteronomy 6:2-6, Hebrews 7:23-28,

Mark 12:28-34; Monday, Philippians 2:1-4, Luke 14:12-14; Tuesday, Philippians 2:5-11,

Luke 14:15-24; Wednesday, Phiiippians 2:12-18, Luke 14:25-33; Thursday (Dedication

of the Lateran Basilica), Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12, 1 Corinthians 3:9-13, 16-17, John 2:13-

22; Friday (St. Leo the Great), Philippians 3:17-4:1 Luke 16:1-8; Saturday (St. Martin of

Tours), Philippians 4:10-19, Luke 16:9-15.

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
ofNovember:

Rev. John p. Bradley 2003

Rev.JohnJ.Hyland 1975

Rev.Msgr.JohnP.Manley 1981

Rev. John S. Regan 1976

Rev. Stephen A. Sullivan 1 989

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
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MECKLENBURG AREA CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
Family-friendly 'Flicka'

CL£lVli£l^ I

OPEN HOUSE

Gxcdlmcc.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Sunday Nov. 5, 1:30-3:30pm

Tues. Nov. 7, 9:00am-1 2:00pm

Our Lady oftheAssumption (PK-5) • 422S Shamrock Drive • Charlotte

St. Anr> (TK-5) • 600 Hillside Avenue • Charlotte

St. Gabriel (K-5) • 3028 Providerice Road • Charlotte

St. Mark (K-8) • 14750 Stumptown Road • Humersvllle

St. Matthew {TK-5) -11525 Elm Lane • Charlotte

St. Patrick (K-5) • 1 125 Buchanan Street • Charlotte

www.chariottediocese.org/macs |^

For over 70 years, MACShas provided the

academic excellenceyou expect from a

Catholic school education. Children learn in

an environment where the teachings ofJesus

are promoted and upheld as core values of

both school and life.

MACS has eight schools serving PK-12.

1 1 23 South Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Admissions Office: (704) 370-3273

MeckkoJburg Area Ca&oik; SdMXiis

MACSadmitstudents ofany race, color, jex, religion, and national or etiinic origin

CNS PHOTO BY 20i« CEifiwr Fox

Alison Lohman and Tim McGraw star in "Flicka," a warmhearted story aboLit a strong-willed teen who,

defying her tough but loving dad, determines to tame a spirited wild mustang, ultimately bringing father

and daughter closer together. Minimal mildly crass expressions and some minor peril may upset very

young viewers. The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-l— general patronage. The

Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG— parental guidance suggested. Some material may

not be suitable for children.

Singer Madonna won't be shown on cross in

her NBC concert special

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Madonna will

not be shown on a cross during her

planned Nov. 22 NBC special, according

to the network.

The sequence, from the song "Live

to Tell," will be replaced by other footage

filmed during the song, taped at a simimer

concert at Wembley Stadiimi in England.

The singer was boimd to a shimmering

cross while wearing a crown of thorns

during the song.

"We had upwards of 15 cameras

at Wembley," NBC spokeswoman
Cameron Blanchard told Catholic News
Service. "Obviously we will take other

shots of that portion (of the song) where

she is on the cross. When she comes off

the cross, we will cut to Madonna."

Some concern had been expressed

by NBC affiliates as to the special's

content. Blanchard said that Madoima,

as executive producer of the special,

would have had to approve any changes

affiliates wanted.

Madonna's summer European
concert tour had been sharply criticized

by Catholic and other religious leaders

for her use of Christian imagery in

her performance.

"Madoima is exploiting Christian

symbols ... and attempting to mix human
passions, including her own personal

ones, with something sacred," said a

spokesman for the Russian Orthodox

Church prior to a September concert in

Moscow.
Her August concert in Rome drew

disapproval from an Italian cardinal, an

official of the Italian Muslim League

and a spokesman for Rome's Jewish

community. They called the use of the

religious symbols offensive.

The cross imagery prompted an

editorial, "Desire to make money not a

license to offend," in the Oct. 6 issue of

the Pittsburgh Catholic, newspaper ofthe

Pittsburgh Diocese.

"NBC might see Madonna as a ticket

to bolster ad revenues and ratings. All

have the right to their alleged artistic

integrity, but there is also the simple

matter of human decency," it said.

"NBC should know that it is neither

entertainment nor good business."

Nov. 22 is part of the "sweeps"

rating period, which helps set the rates

networks can charge for advertising for

the following three months.

LAMB
FOUNDATION OF NC
Helping the developmen tally disabled

The St. Matthew Knights of

Columbus are selling

SouthPlaik Evening of Giving

tickets to benefit then- main charity, the LANB inundation ofNC
On the evening of Sunday, November 1 9, SouthPark Mall in Charlotte will open

exclusively to shoppers who have purchased an EVENING OF GIVING ticket priced at

$ 1 0 each.This evening, dedicated to helping raise money for charity, features exclusive

store discounts for this night only, family entertainment and food sampling.The entire

price of your ticket goes to charity. In the case of tickets sold by the Knights of Colum-

bus, 70% will benefit the LAMB Foundation of NC,a Knights of Columbus public charity

helping the developmentally disabled in our area;30% will benefit the Simon Youth

Foundation, a nonprofit organization that fosters educational development for at-risk

youths.The cost ofyour ticket(s) is tax deductible.

To purchase tickets, visit outWeb site: wwwJcofc-stmatthew.org.

i
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SUSAN is

SEVENTY-ONE.

Augustinian Father Hyland

remembered for compassion
Priest amongfirst Augustinians in

Diocese ofCharlotte
VILLANOVA, Pa. — Augustinian

Father Terrance William Hyland, who
had served in the Diocese of Charlotte,

died Oct. 13 at Bryn Mawr Hospital in

Pennsylvania from complications of

several serious illnesses. He was 64.

Burial was in the Augustinian Lot at

St. John's Cemetery in Troy, N.Y.

A native of Hoosick Falls, N.Y.,

Father Hyland was received into the

Order of St. Augustine Sept. 9, 1965.

After obtaining two master's degrees, he

professed solemn vows Sept. 12, 1970

and was ordained to the priesthood Aug.

28, 1971.

His priestly assignments from 1972 to

1 998 included serving as teacher, guidance

counselor, seminary formation program

director, assistant pastor and pastor.

In 1998, Father Hyland was part of

the first group ofAugustinians welcomed
into the Diocese of Charlotte by then-

Bishop William G. Curlin.

He served as director of Living

Waters Catholic Reflection Center and

assisted at St. Margaret of Scotland

Church in Maggie Valley until 2003,

when health problems prompted him
to relocate to St. Thomas Monastery at

Villanova University in Villanova, Pa.

With some improvement to his

health, he became assistant pastor at St.

Rita Church and shrine in Philadelphia,

Pa., from 2004 to 2006. Again, health

problems caused him to return to the

Augustinian Father Terrance Hyland

health care imit at St. Thomas Monastery.

"Terry's gentleness, compassion and

approachability enabled him to touch

the lives of countless individuals. He
had a tremendous gift for helping others

find God's presence in their lives," said

Augustinian Father Donald F. Reilly,

prior provincial of the Province of St.

Thomas ofVillanova.

ManysoughtFatherHyland'sspiritual
guidance, and his long association with

the Cursillo movement helped him to

exemplify, in all his ministry, the guiding

principle of the movement, "Christ is

Counting on You."

The Augustinians of the Province

of St. Thomas of Villanova are priests

and brothers following the rule of St.

Augustine. They serve in a variety

of ministries along the East Coast,

including work in parishes and schools,

and have missions in Peru, South Afiica

and Japan.

Sister Furr, native of Concord, dies at 59
SCRANTON, Pa. — Sister Jean

Marie Furr, a Sister of the Parish Visitors

of Mary Immaculate and native of

Concord, died July 30 at the hospice

unit of Community Medical Center in

Scranton, Pa. She was 59.

Sister Furr attended schools in

Concord before entering the religious,

life in 1967. She served as director of

religious education at parishes in the

Archdiocese of Washington and in New
York and Connecticut.

She most recently served as local

superior at the sisters' convent in the

Diocese of Scranton, and where she also

Sister lean Marie Furr

served as formation director.

Burial was atOurLady ofAssxmiption
Cemetery in Blooming Grove, N.Y.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

NANNY: Full-time care for infant. Mon-Fri
Sam - 6pm. Good references required; own
transportation. Non-smoker. Background check.

Begin Februrary. (704) 293-5913

SERVICES

ABUNDANT LIFE HEALTH SOLUTIONS:
Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Improve

your health - Abundantly! Ask about FREE
Wellness Evaluations! Julie Leonard - Personal

Wellness Coach. (888) 803-ALHS

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

[Okay, she's 10 in this picture.] And 10 is how youthful

her spirit still feels today. She loves rose gardens, her

grandkids, and the occasional yoga class. To her,

wellness is the focus of her future. She plans to live

life to the fullest. She plans to live life here...

atMARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

Sponsored by tiie Sisters of tlie Poor Servants of the Mother ofGod

(336) 886-4103 or toll free (866) 627-9343

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.coin

1315 Greensboro Rd. High Point, NC 27260 NP/CNR/yngi
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Prayer, camaraderie

highlight annual retreat

DEACONS, from page 1

Andrew the Apostle Church in

^ars Hill.

It gave me the opportunity to talk

vith deacons and wives I had never met

lefore," said Debbie Pickett, wife of

)eacon Stephen Pickett of St. Francis of

k^ssisi Church in Lenoir.

The entire retreatwas "enlightening,"

he said. "It made us look at ourselves

nd toward our lives after formation."

In the Catholic Churchy a deacon is

II ordained minister. Those studying for

lie priesthood are transitional deacons,

liose not planning to be ordained priests

re permanent deacons.

Permanentdeacons, the onlyordained

aen allowed to be married, may perform

aany of the sacramental ministries of

he church except consecration of the

iucharist, anointing of the sick and
econciliation.

Deacon Leahy enjoyed listening to

^bbot Solari's talk.

In 66 years, I've never spent time

vith an abbot," he said.' "His spirit-filled

nessage was the best."

Abbot Solari encouraged the deacons

"It made us look

at ourselves and
toward our lives

after formation-"

— Debbie Pickett, Lenoir

to willingly share the paschal mystery—
Christ's suffering, death and resurrection

— by giving their lives unconditionally

to God, and by asking themselves, "Does

what I do or say reflect who I am as a

deacon?"

"Does love for Jesus animate your

prayer life?" asked Abbot Solari. "Until

you are convinced that prayer is the best

use of your time, you will not have time

to pray."

Deacon David Boissey Sr. of Good
Shepherd Church in King found the

abbot's talk inspiring.

"Abbot Solari was very succinct and

right to the point, especially the point

about living Christ in your life," said

Photo by Dmon Gesalo Potkay

Deacon Mark Nash presents an apostolic blessing from Pope Benedict XVI to Deacon Ben Wenning for

his years of service as director of the permanent diaconate for the Diocese of Charlotte. Deacon Louis

Pais, current director, looks on.

Deacon Boissey. "It is apparent that the

abbot lives that, too. The whole thing

was very enriching."

Many deacons and their

wives agreed.

"It spoke to most of the major issues

that affect all deacons," said Deacon
Pais. "I truly believe he (Abbot Solari)

was a blessing to have there."

During the retreat. Deacon Ben
Wenning was presented with a framed

apostolic blessing from Pope Benedict

XVI for his years of service as director

of the diaconate.

Contact Correspondent Deacon
GeraldPotkay by calling (336) 427-8218

or e-mail gpotkay@triad.rr.com.

Inquire and apply online at:

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

For more information call 1.888.222.0n0 or email: admissions@bac.edu

BELMONT ABBEY
COLLEGE
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Perspectives A collection of

columns, editorials

and viewpoints

Rewarded by God
In the aftermath of a great football game

My mother used to say that when
you give to others God always rewards

you in return. Recently, I learned how
true this is.

This year I played in agolftournament

to benefit destitute people in the Capitol

Hill area. At the dinner that followed the

tournament, I had a winning raffle ticket.

The prize was three football tickets to a

Redskins-Jaguars football game.

I went to the game, and just as Mom
had predicted I was rewarded several

times over for having helped others.

One of the joys of going to a

Redskins game is taking Metro, as

Washington's subway is called. The car I

rode in literally was lined with burgundy,

gold and white Redskin jerseys and hats

worn by fun-loving fans of all ages, races

and ethnic groups.

Immersed in this sea of color and

joviality, I suddenly felt the oneness and

unity we pray for every day at Mass.

Everyone was "one" in dress. And all

were in accord: The Redskins were going

to win! No one was bickering. We were
one big family for the moment.

To imbibe this spirit of unity is

heavenly! How true is the saying, "In

unity there is strength!"

The second payback for helping

the poor was to see one of the best

football games of my life. It went into

overtime with the Redskins winning on

an awesome pass reception.

The third payback was totally

unexpected. On the way home via Metro,

I listened to people recounting the game
moment by moment. Then they began

to recount other awesome games they

had seen. The details and insights into

why those games were won or lost was
spellbinding. Not only this, but many of

The Human
Side
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those games were played before children

on that train even were bom. What really

tickled me was being immersed in a

world of storytelling.

It occurred to me that this is why
we have the Bible. People experienced

awesome divine events in their lives.

Like the people on that Metro train,

they couldn't contain themselves. Given
the opportunity, they loved to tell these

stories and to take pleasure in reliving

them.

What particularly struck me then

was the value of storytelling in our lives

— and especially in our faith. We love

to tell and hear stories. One reason we
love the Bible is that it holds one story

after another. Stories have a remarkable

capacity to cut through the clutter and
confusion, and bring clarity to our hearts

and minds.

Yes, God does reward those who help

others. The enthusiasm I experienced in

the stories I was hearing was a spiritual

delight.

In the Mass, we start the eucharistic

prayers with the invitation to lift up our

hearts. The uplifted hearts on that train

were exactly what we pray for, thanks to

the gift of storytelling and experiencing a

divine victory.

The tomb ofthe Virgin Mary?
Ancient church commemorates Assumption of Mary

Q. I have a map of Jerusalem
which was published by our newspaper
a few years ago. It shows the location

of various holy sites in the city. One is

described as the tomb ofthe Virgin Mary,

near the Mount of Olives. How can the

grave ofMary be intact, considering the

teaching that she was bodily assumed
into heaven? (Missouri)

A. There is in old Jerusalem, on
the hill called Mount Zion, a church

called the Dormition ("falling asleep")

of the Virgin. Christians frequently

referred to death as sleep, awaiting the

Question

Corner
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resurrection.

The history of this church goes back

1,500 years, especially to a series of

fifth-century vwitings historians call the

Transitus Mariae, the passage of Mary.

Goodbye, Barbie #
Iconic doll not to be idolized

I think Barbie has gained a few
pounds since I played with her. But she

still seems awfully thin in her movie
"Barbie Diaries," which I watched five

times last week. In addition to gaining

popularity by inventing lipstick that can
be disguised as a highlighter (inspired

when her best fi-iend got busted for

applying lip gloss during science class),

she wears these fashionable jeans that

show offher totally unrealistic figure.

I cringed when I heard 2-year-old

Katherine, whose passion for food
exceeds her love for dolls, say, "When I

grow up I wdll turn into Barbie."

Maybe we should move to Madrid,

where the fashion industry is having a

hot debate about how thin is too thin for

models. Ultrathin models, those who had
a body mass index well below average,

were not allowed to sashay down the

catwalk and were banned by organizers

of Madrid's Fashion Week. Critics there

argued that the starved look is dangerous

because fashion models are role models,

especially for teenage girls.

"The fashion industry's promotion

of beauty as meaning stick thin is

damaging to young girls' self-image

and to their health," Culture Secretary

Tessa Jowell said in a statement to CBS
News correspondent Elizabeth Palmer.

"Young girls aspire to look like the

catwalk models. When those models are

unhealthily imderweight, it pressures

girls to starve themselves to look the

same."

It's not any better in the United

States, and I'm as guilty as Gap ads for

fueling that philosophy. This simmier,

when children ambled around the pool

with their snow cones and pixie sticks, I

became somewhat of a health food Nazi.

But as any mom knows, as soon as one
mom gives in, it's all over. One afternoon

my two had gobbled down halfthe snack

bar's Doritos, Skittles, Klondike bars.

But Katherine wanted more.

"No," I said, "You're going to get fat!"

I didn't think I had said tmything

Christians wanted to know more about the

passing of the mother of Jesus, and these

works, which are inventive and largely

fictitious, responded to that desire.

They describe the last hours of
Mary in detail, and how the apostles

miraculously gathered around her.

During the fifth, sixth and seventh

centuries, a feast of the Dormition,

or related titles of the Blessed Virgin,

was observed in many parts of Eastern

and Latin Christianity honoring all

her prerogatives as our Lord's mother,

including the glorification of her body
and soul. More than 1,000 years ago the

title of the celebration changed to the

feast of the Assumption.

The crypt in the church of the

Dormition in Jerusalem contains a

sculpture of Mary lying peacefully in

death. But no one today considers this

the location of her tomb, and no one is

Our

Turn
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wrong, but the mom-fiiend next to me,

shot me dagger eyes.

"Therese, you can't say that to a

yoimg girl," she said. "She'll grow up'

with body-image problems

'That's what my dad always said to

me," I replied.

"And that's why you and your sisters

all have weight issues," my husband, who
overheard our conversation, chimed in.

He had a point. But doesn't every

woman obsess about her weight? How
can you have a healthy body image
today when every time you pick up a

prescription or get some groceries the

tabloids are there, flaimting the stick

thin, gorgeous figwes of celebrities?

If my dad hadn't told me and my
sisters to hop on the treadmill whenever
we gained a few pounds, popular culture

would have. In eighth grade, when I was
dancing competitively, I starved myselfj-^

in order to look like the other skeletons!
]q

in my ballet class. I pulled a muscle one' '^

night jogging, which I did after intense

workouts at the studio. Limping int0||p

class the next day, my teacher asked what
was the matter.

"I pulled it during my run," I said.

She sizedme up and then said, "You're

not that fat" So I lost more weight, until 1

stopped menstruating and screwed up my
metabolism for years to come.

Ms. Anorexia-is-cool is what I'm

up against as I try to protect my littie

girl from the war on the body. I want her

innocent love for food to stay. I don't^^
want her to become Barbie. „
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sure there even is a tomb.

Did Mary actually die? The question:

has been debated for centuries, and the

church has not declared definitively one;

way or another. When Pope Pius XII

defined the dogma of the Assumption in

1950, he reviewed the history of belief

in Mary's Assimiption, but in the solerrm

definition itself he avoided the point

about her death.

He said simply that Mary, "having

completed the course ofher earthly life,''

was taken body and soul into heavenlyj

glory. There the matter stands.

So the "tomb ofMary" in Jerusalem,

as so many historic sites, even in the^

Holy Land, has little if any relation to

what really happened and where.

I

Questions may be sent to Father^

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

Pop
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hat's next, designer children?

|)cience attempting to invade God's

Uvine territory

When people attempt to play

od's role, they're led down dangerous

athways, as recent discussions of

designer babies" demonstrate
nee again.

I was in high school in the 1 940swhen
nun visitor came to the classroom to

Jk to us about her work with children in

le mission she was assigned to in China,

tartling to us yoimg Catholic children

as to hear her tales of how families

lere dealt with "overpopulation."

It seemed as if the govemment-
romoted method was accepted by all too

lany. Simply told, girl babies were not

jnsidered valuable. The practice was to

ring them to the outskirts ofvillages and

iimp them.

Sister told us that she and the other

uns would try to find the babies before

ley died, bring them back to the mission

nd nurse them to health. This was God's

'ork, she said, and she didn't have to

onvince us.

Even at a young age we could see the

nth ofwhat she told us.

In the decades that followed we have

sen over and over the ways that humans
^ant to "play God" when it comes to

^ho lives and who dies, with the most

tiny and iimocent of God's children

vulnerable to human horror before they

take a first breath.

Now comes this new development

in the saga of people wanting to control

what belongs in the domain of our

loving Creator with the loose title

"designer babies." It's all about creating

just the baby you want with the aid of

reproductive genetics.

Recently this was discussed on

MSNBC's Tucker Carlson program. His

guest, a doctor-researcher, talked about

the coming age in reproduction. Simply

stated, research may make it possible

for people to change the male-female

balance in reproduction.

It works like this: A man and
a woman want a child, but without

guesswork on whether it will be a boy
or a girl. No problem. The day is on the

horizon when science will enable them
to have the baby they want.

Research is "progressing" to the

point where it will be possible to choose

to have a girl or a boy. In other words,

"designer babies" are on the scientific

horizon.

This may not be the whole story.

Where else can science go with
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"designing" lives to come? Carlson

asked the doctor whether couples will

be able to ask for more — to choose

eye color, or physical characteristics, or

the height and body mass of their child?

What about brain power?

And consider this: If a couple have

a child with a disability or a physical

illness, can they "design" a new baby

whose stem cells might be used to heal

or cure the already-born child? And
what about the morality of all this or any

of this?

Meanwhile, despite all that

humankind does to invade what we've

known to be God' s territory, I sense that

God remains in charge, always bringing

to the fore the people who can get good

out of weakness, mistakes, tragedies

and downright evil. Thankfiilly, God did

promise to be with us, even to "the end

of the world."

Dangerous detachment from moral and
religious values ^

^opes teachings condemn violencCy killing

Our two most recent popes have

poken out on the nature of evil.

Pope John Paul 11 once reflected

o the 20th century's impact on human
istory. He concluded that modem
ociety still acts as if it can determine

;ood and evil without any reference to

jod.

Pope Benedict XVI said the same
ning, applying it to the Islamic jihadists

/ho in the name of religion justify

lerciless killing.

The two popes are in perfect

greement that God's will must be
onored if we are to live in peace and
oy.

Pope John Paul said, "If man can

^ lecide alone, without God, what is

ood and what is evil, then he can also

^ lecide to exterminate a whole category

f human beings." He was referring to

bortion and mercy killing.

Pope Benedict XVI condemned
'Oth the secularism of the West and the

rrational behavior of radical Muslims,
aying, "Violence in the name ofreligion
s contrary to God's nature and contrary

o reason."

Pope Benedict wants a return to

eason in order to have a basis for

the genuine dialogue of cultures and
digions so urgently needed today."

Pope John Paul condemned the

:ommunist revolution, the rise ofNazism

and the installation of the Soviet regime,

all of which led to the deaths of over

100 million people. He viewed the

20th century as a stage upon which the

forces ofgood and evil engaged in sharp

combat.

Though he felt the forces of good
triumphed in World War II, John Paul

n was concerned that we have not yet

learned our lesson— namely, that when
God's will is disregarded, a culture of

death and joylessness begins to take

root.

The pope noted that Hitler, departing

from God's will, got his lawmakers
to open the way to aggression against

other European countries, to create

concentration camps and to introduce the

so-called "final solution" to eradicate the

Jewish race. It was all done legally, but it

was totally immoral.

Totalitarian regimes always proclaim

that the end justifies the means. They
believe in doing whatever it takes, even

killing the iimocent, to accomplish their

goals.

Pope John Paul warned against this

dangerous detachment fi'om moral and
religious values: "The most immediate

association of ideas that comes to mind
are the laws on abortion. The parliaments

that create and promulgate such laws

should be aware that they are abusing

their powers, remaining in open conflict
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with the law of God and the law of

nature.

"This neyv type of totalitarianism

has taken aim at basic human values

by promoting moral permissiveness,

abortion, euthanasia, genetic
manipulations, contraception and
divorce."

In September, Pope Benedict
condemned both the secularism of

the West and the violence of Muslim
jihadists in his speech at Regensburg

University in Germany. The Muslims
protested wildly while the secularist

West yawned, a clear sign of their total

indifiference to religious values.

Pope Benedict condemned all the

violence done in the name of religion.

He also chided those democratic nations

who depart from the will of God, killing

innocent human beings at will and doing

it under legal authority.

Pope: Christians

are called to be like

St. Paul, ^the 13th

Apostle'

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

From Paul we
learn to make
Christ center of

our liveSj to see

all things in light

of God's lovey

says pope

VATICAN CITY — Here is the

Vatican text of Pope Benedict XVI 's

remarks in English at his weekly general

audience Oct. 25.

Thepope saidhe wouldbegin a series

of talks about important personalities

of the primitive Christian community,

beginning with St. Paul, often called "the

13th apostle.
"

Even thought St. Paul is not

mentioned in the Gospels, the pope said

after Jesus he is the person about whom
we are most informed.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

In our catechesis on the church's

apostolic ministry, we now turn from the

Twelve Apostles called by Jesus during

his earthly life to some other important

figures of the early church.

Outstanding among these is St. Paul,

who has been called "the 13th apostle."

Paul was a devout follower of the

law, whose initial hostility to the Gospel

suddenly meltedwhen he encoimtered the
risen Lord on the road to Damascus. His

own accounts ofthis dramatic conversion

speak not only about his vision of Jesus,

but also his call to be an apostle.

From that moment on, Paul's life

was completely dedicated to the service

of Christ. From Paul we learn to make
Christ the center of our lives and to see

all things in the light of God's universal,

reconciling love.

Paul's zeal for the Gospel led him

to preach the name of Jesus in Asia and

Europe and to face countless trials with

courage and undying love for the lord.

Truly, the love ofChrist impelled him (cf

2 Cor 5:14), even to his death as a martyr

here in Rome.
Through the prayers of St. Paul, may

we respond joyfully to his challenge

to become "imitators of me, as- 1 am of

Christ" (1 Cor 11:1).
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IN THE NEWS

Longtime Army family is

new to having a parent in a

war zone
BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

BEL AIR, Md. — Lt. Col. David

Hilber has been in theArmy for 1 7 years,

but his wife and four children are finding

out for the first time what it's like to have

him assigned to a war zone.

At 16 and 17, Morgan and Kristian

Hilber have had to make adjustments

after their father shipped out for Iraq last

spring.

An optometrist, Hilber is spending

about a year at a U.S.-run detention

center near the Baghdad, Iraq, airport,

explained his wife, Natalie Hilber.

Natalie, Kristian and Morgan Hilber

described the changes — particularly

the new responsibilities — that they've

taken on as Hilber is deployed for the

first time in his Army career.

When he headed off to be a part of

the medical team at Abu Ghraib prison

for a few months and then to another

detention center outside Baghdad, the

family stayed behind, though everyone's

daily routines also changed.

Each family member has new
household responsibilities, fi-om Natalie

Hilber 's recently acquired expertise at

home repair to 13-year-old Dylan's job

of taking out the garbage.

Kristian has become the backup

chauffeur, helping get his siblings to and

fi-om three different schools and other

activities when their mom is working.

Even though, as an optometrist

posted in a high-security facility, the

day-to-day risks in Iraq are lower for

Hilber than for other soldiers, just having

him in a war zone is worrisome to his

family.

Madison, 10, "sometimes starts

crying out of the blue," Natalie Hilber

said. "And she definitely spends more
nights coming in to sleep with me."

For Morgan, having her dad in Iraq

means she makes a point to pray for him
and listens carefully to the news.

"If they say something about Iraq, I

definitely pay attention more," she said.

Her brother, however, takes a different

approach. "I usually don't associate the

news with him," Kristian said.

It's in the Catholic youth ministry

program that they get their only real

sense that other kids are missing family

members too, they said. Prayer circles at

the end of each session include prayers

for family members stationed overseas.

"It helps me to see that other people are

in the same situation, too," Kristian said.

The family lives off-base and all the

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

i t dLAND
with Fr. Mo West, Qiancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 8-18 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Highlights include^

• spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

• Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

• Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

• Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

• Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

• Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

• Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

• Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

• Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

• Beautiful Glendalough - 6* century monastic site of St. Kevin

• Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, CConnell Street, shopping ~ PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

For a brochure with complete details, call Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost

Tours at (800) 713-9800.
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Kristian Hilber, 17, looks at family photos after coming home from school in Bel Air, Md., Oct. 3. Kristiat

related ways in which the absence of his father, Lt. Col. David Hilber, who is now in Iraq, has affecte(

him and his family He said that he misses daily talks with his father and their shared interests in musK

and in some books.

kids attend public schools, so aside from

church, little in their daily lives brings

the Hilbers into contact with the Army
or other Army families.

Natalie Hilber said she occasionally

will look at online discussion groups for

military families.

"When I read through those I realize

we're doing fine, especially compared to a

young mother, new to military life, with a

husband on the front lines," she said.

Still, the teens are ready for their

dad to be home — though that's not

scheduled to happen until spring 2007.

"I think I've probably matured a bil

since he left," said Kristian. "I feel lik«

I've grown a bit."

"It's true," said Natalie Hilber.

"When I ask him for help with things

like getting Dylan to football practice

he doesn't complain. He's been very

understanding."

Kristian is anxious to get his other

parent's opinion about that.

"I wonder how I'm going to seem t

Dad when he gets back," he mused.

Congratulations

Bishop Peter J. Jugis

on the 3rd anniversary ofyour

ordination as bishop

ofthe Diocese ofCharlotte—

October 24, 2003

maryimmaculata.com

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES

FULLY STOCKED AND READY FOR FALL!

We're brimming over with the latest in Catholic books, new Bible

study materials, spiritual gifts for special^ occasions, Bibles, artwori<,

rosaries - a wide inventory awaits you at both locations!

704^55-9090
19905 W. Catawba Ave, #106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28

(Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

704-342-2878
4410-F Monroe Road,

Charlotte, 28205

$5 off all purchases of $35 or more. Present coupon.

Not valid with any other offers. Expires 11/30/06
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One in Faith

There are 300,000 of us.

We live on Spencer Mountain and in Maggie Valley,

Biscoe and Boone, Cherokee and Charlotte.

We worship in large parishes and small missions.

We speak English, Spanish, Lao, Vietnamese,

Korean, Sudanese.

We commit our time.

Devote our talent

And share our treasure

To the greater glory of God.

Because we are
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October, 2006

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Once again I am pleased to present to you the annual report of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte for the year end-

ing June 30, 2006. This report will show you that the Diocese of Charlotte is sound, both spiritually and financially. We are

successful because so many people are willing to commit themselves to prayer, to service and to the ongoing support of the

diocese. Thank you.

Being One in Faith was evident throughout our diocese during the past 12 months. The Eucharistic Congress that took

place as last year's annual report went to press was such a great success that another Congress was held this year. A

Eucharistic Conference in Asheville in June brought the inspiring sight of hundreds of Catholics following the Most Blessed

Sacrament as they processed on city streets. Devotion to Jesus in the Eucharist, the Source and Summit of Catholic life, is

very strong in our diocese.

Success in important events such as eucharistic adoration is a continued testament to the commitment and hard work

of the many priests, deacons and religious who serve us in so many different capacities. During this past year, two men,

Fathers H. Alejandro Ayala and James Stuhrenberg, were ordained to the priesthood. In addition, 16 men were ordained to

the permanent diaconate in June. Our new priests and deacons will celebrate the sacraments and bring God's word to the

faithful in our 92 parishes and missions and to places as diverse as hospitals and prisons and even to travelers at airports.

Faith formation, the instruction that brings children and adults a better understanding of Scripture and church teaching, is

a source of great pride. Our 18 schools provide pre-kindergarten-through-12th-grade-instruction for 7,351 children that is

academically rigorous and rooted in Catholic faith. In addition, nearly 29,000 children and adults participate in parish-based

religious education programs throughout the year.

Our ministry to the growing Hispanic population continued during the past year. Spanish-language Masses are offered at

more than half of the churches in the diocese. In the springtime of the year, Hispanic people gathered to express support for

immigration reform. It is my hope and prayer that our nation will have legislation that will protect our national security inter-

ests, ensure the common good and maintain respect for the laws as well as respect the human rights of those who come to

our country as refugees from political and economic hardship in their home countries.

Catholic Social Services continues to put our Catholic faith in action as it provides caring help to individuals and families

in need. CSS offers adoption services, pregnany support, counseling and marriage preparation as well as outreach and

direct services to the poor, to refugees and to the Hispanic community. In the past year, 18,000 of our brothers and sisters

received services from CSS.

All of our efforts in prayer, in education and in charity help to make us One in Faith. Working as one in Jesus, we will con-

tinue to build the Kingdom of God here in western North Carolina. I ask for your continued prayerful and financial support

of the good works of the Diocese of Charlotte and I thank you for your past funding of the Diocesan Support Appeal and so

many other needs that you have generously supported.

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis, J.C.D.

Bishop of Charlotte
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Office of Women Religious

Seminarian Formation

Clergy Continuing Care

Support of Retired Priests

Office of Permanent
Diaconate

Vocations, Clergy, Religious Life
One in Faith serving God's people

Men and women answer God's calling

On Jun^3, Bishop Peter J. Jugis ordained Father James Stuhrenberg and

Father Alejandro Ayala to the priesthood. Father Stuhrenberg is now serving

the faithfufas parochial vicar at St. Mark Church in Huntersville, and Father

is serving as^parochial vicar at Sacred Heart Church in Salisbury.

Over the last eight years, 29 nien have been ordained to the priesthood in the Diocese of Charlotte. There are currently seminarians

presently studying for the priesthood, representing various ethnicities present in our diocese.

On June 10, Bishop Jugis ordained 16 men as permanent deacons. Their training included three-and-;a-haff years of formation preparation,

six months of spiritual direction and completion of the two-yearjay ministry training prggianvrThese 16 men are assigned to parishes in cities

and towns across the diocese, including Arden, Charlotte, Denver, High Point, Huntersville, Greensboro, King, Lenoir, Marion and Morganton.

The Diocese of Charlotte is currently served by more than 130 diocesan and religious order priests, by 85 permanent deacons and by religious

sisters from more than 20 orders. In addition, there are 24 retired priests residing in the diocese, many of whom continue to serve the faithful in

western North Carolina.

Vocations, Clergy and Religious Life

2006

FiNANCL\L Highlights for the years ending June 30,

20062005

Revenue & other support $3,137,871

Contributions -

Clergy RETIREMENT COLLECTION 714,653

Seminarian COLLECTION 194,819

Friends of Seminarlw program 228,439

Other 87,896

Parish assessments 469,643

Grants 13,675

DSA FUNDING 250,150

Administration funding 1,178,596

$2,691,630

518,400

170,274

185,526

161,813

591,507

23,675

161,127

879,308

Expenses

Seminarian formation

Priests' retirement benefits

Other

$3,137,871

485,974

1,996,658

655,239

2005

$2,691,630

447,705

1,662,717

581,208
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Education
One in Faith teaching tfie Word ofGod

Educatkjfi ministries help

and ora become one with

young

Christ

What is the purpose of Catholic education? The late Pope

John/Paul II reminded us that its ultimate aim is to assist

and/enable maturing believers to become intimate, to

become one, with Jesus Christ.

At thje Last Supper, Jesus prayed to the Father "that they all may be one even as you and I are

onejthat they may be one in us, that the world might believe that you have sent me."

As the Catholic Church, we must be committed to cultivating and nurturing a spirit of reconciliation

with our God, with one another and with all of his children in the name of Jesus and in the power

of the Holy Spirit.

After completing two years of study and reflection, 41 men and women graduated from the Educa-

tion Vicariate's Lay Ministry Training Program in June. Studying topics such as Scripture, Chris-

tology, theology and social ministry, these new lay ministers are prepared to take active roles in

Christ's mission and help Catholics across western North Carolina become One in Faith.

\

\

All the departments^t comprise the Education Vicariate recognize their responsibilities to col-

laborate in the unifying mission of the Catholic Church. Whether inspiring and motivating those

who serve in Catholic school&^aith formation, youth ministry, campus ministry or young adult

ministry, in each instance the merribers of the Education Vicariate stress the common call to be

one in the Holy Spirit, one in the Lord.

EDUCATION
FORMATION OFFICES:

Office of the Vicar

Campus Ministry

Young Adult Ministry

Catholic Schools

Office

Evangelization I

Ministry Formation

Faith Formation Office

Youth Ministry Office

Diocesan Media

Resource Center

DIOCESANAND
REGIONAL SCHOOLS:

Our Lady of the

Assumption School

SaintAnn School

Saint Gabriel School

Saint Mark School

Saint Matthew School

Saint Patrick School

Holy Trinity Catholic

Middle School

Charlotte Catholic

High School

Bishop McGuinness
Catholic High School

Education Formation Offices of the Diocese of Charlotte— Financial Highughts for the years ending June 30,

2006 2005 2006 2005

Revenue & other support $ 1,659,689 $ 1,559,595 Expenses $ 1,659,689 $ 1,559,595

(includes DSA funding

OF $1,160,696 IN 2006

AND $1, 160,244 IN 2005)

Diocesan AND Regional Schools — Financial Highughts for the years ending June 30,

2006 2005 2006 2005

Revenue $ 36,180,545 $ 32,452,674 Expenses $ 32,318,776 $ 30,825,428

Tuition and fees 29,798,820 27,380,550 Instructional personnel 15,803,168 15,367,294

Parish support 2,434,398 2,423,640 Other instructional costs 2,234,066 1,803,782

Contributions and gifts 1,824,188 1,319,242 Faciuties 5,829,533 5,644,480

Change in value of Administrative personnel 2,204,029 2,188,600

interest rate swap 653,383 (209,769) Supplementary programs and AcnvmES 2,877,728 2,676,668

Income from rental property 753,179 758,579 Interest 1,403,469 1,273.416

Other 716,577 780,432 Other 1,966,783 1,871,188
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Catholic Social

Services offices:

Justice and Peace

Office

Family Life Office

Refugee Resettlement

Office

Charlotte Regional

Office

Western Regional Office

Piedmont Triad Regional

Office

Administrative Office

Cathojj€ Social Services
One in Faith helping those in need

CSS makes a difference in

locese of Charlotte and beyond
iSS serves people in need, especially the poor and vulnerable,

from a wide spectrum of religious affiliations and culturally

liverse backgrounds, and has made a difference in the lives

)f more than 18,000 persons during the past year.

Respect for life is the foundation upon which many of CSS services are built. CSS provided pregnancy support and adoption servicqis to 593 persons

with 67 adoptions completed during fiscal 2006. Fulfilling its responsibility to be the voice of the unborn, CSS promoted Respect Lif6 advocacy in

parishes and co-sponsored post-abortion workshops that focused on healing and reconciliation. /

\

One b Faith and true to its mission to serve the poor and vulnerable, CSS reached a combined total of 8,473 children, youth, adults and seniors as

individuals, couples or families through programs and services including counseling, marriage preparation and marriage enrichment classes, youth

programs\elder ministry and various educational events.

CSS facilitated health screening, provided English-as-a-second-language tutoring, and employment preparation and referral to 1,240 refugees. CSS

staff provided assistance to more than 1,552 immigrants in the areas of documentation, legal status clarificationytfanslation, information and referral.

Firmly believing that we are one people, our faith mandates that we respond to persons with critical needs. CSS provided food, housing assistance,

information, referral and social support services to 6,263 people, while working to alleviate suffefihg, promote justice and achieve peace.

pmoLic Social Services — Financial Highlights for the years ending June 30,

2006 2005 2006 2005

REVEhaiE & OTHER SUPPORT $5,347,732 $5,735,932 Expenses $5,533,493 $5,116,246

Federal and state agency awards 1,795,022 1,629,795 Adoption program 568,421 560,568

Other grants, contracts & awards 389,655 524,960 Counseling program 317,154 295,969

Contributions - Diocese of CharijOTTe: Direct assistance 133,067 130,335

DSA funding 1,438,897 1,391,182 Elder ministries 67,872 66,274

Other support 17,653 17,476 Hand to Hand & YESS programs 301,872 331,176

Contributions - Other 985,558 1,404,078 Hispanic services 603,851 720,637

Fees 636,242 722,092 Host Homes program 295,819 289.843

Other 84,705 46,349 Latino Family Center 138,670 96,471

New Horizons Program 181,350

Office of Economic Opportunity 151,107 137,418

Refugee Resettlement 1,441,455 1,301,589

OraER programs 255,997 252,791

Administrative expenses 934,269 781,466

Fundraising expenses and direct

benefits to donors 142,589 151,709
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Hum^n Capital
One in Faith working togettier

Diocesan employees and volunteers

serve rnany needs, people

The Diocese of Charlotte is blessed with wonderful diversity in its workforce.

Although the diocesan employees and volunteers come from different backgroun

we are all one inWh working together in service to God and to one another

The diocese establishes and administers policies that ensure just and equal treatment for all of its personnel. The Human Resources Office

educates, advises and assists diocesan parisJ^es, schools and offices in the areas of compliance with diocesan policy apd with all federal,

state and local laws.

The diocese's benefits programs provide support and assistance for employees and their families through a variety of programs. The diocese

seeks to offer comprehensive benefits that are affordable for both employees and employers.

The costs of employee benefit programs for all diocesan entities were as follows:

Long Term Disability Insurance

Health and Life Insurance

Lay Pension Plan

403(b) Plan Contributions

2006

$ 134,686

$ 3,661,410

$ 2,568,536

$ 569,035

2005

$ 108,308

$ 3,399,549

$ 1,710,901

$ 592,261

Through the caring contributions of all its employees and volunteers, the Diocese of Charlotte continues to serve others and to do the work of the

Catholic Church in western North Carolina.
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Total additions to

endowments since

inception: $10,567,268

Total distributions since

inception: $ 1, 793, 606

Total number of

endowments at

June 30, 2006: 141

The Fjbundation
One in Faith providing for future needs

Founoation serves parishes, schools and ministries

across^lhe Diocese of Charlotte

Since the graint-making program began six years ago, the Foundation has

awarded a totalof 119 grants.

Twenty-four grants were awarded this past year to help support various programs for the poor, minority communities and evangelism ij;rl(iatives.

Twelve of these grants funded Hispanic programs, including lay minister training, resource materials and outreach programs. The^;^aining 12

grants funded youth ministry, homeless programs and initiatives for special-needs students.

Last year, the Foundation enrolled its 750th member in the Catholic Heritage Society. Society members, who come from all walks of life across the

Diocese of Charlotte, have either remembered the Catholic ChurchJnWiei^^ do so in an estate plan document.

From a humble beginning 13 years ago with two endowments and $105,452 in assets, the Foundation has grown to 141 endowments and more

than $14,000,000 in assets.

The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte

2006

Financl\l Highlights as of June 30,

Assets

Cash

Receivables

Assets held in trust

Investments

$14,433,461

153,459

1.352

406,159

13,872,491

2005

$12,449,675

165,597

2,733

391,878

11,889,467

2006

Liabilities $6,964,013

Accounts PAYABLE 15,305

Custodial & annuity obligations 6,948,708

Net Assets $7,469,448

Unrestricted net assets 1,909,777

Temporarily restricted net assets 1 ,436,399

Permanently restricted net assets 4, 1 23,272

2005

$5,816,696

78,441

5,738,255

$6,632,979

1,729,816

1,043,720

3,859,443
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Diocesan Support Appeal
One in Faith providing for today's needs

DSA ministries serve many who are One in Faith

Ministries funded by the 2005 Diocesan Support Appeal touched the lives of countless people: children and elders; Hispanics, African-Americans and

Hmongs; seminarians, deacons and lay people. All One in Faith, they are grateful to the more than 18,200 parishioners who contributed $3.95 million

to the Diocesan Support Appeal.

DSA gifts help fund 30 diocesan offices, assisting more than 50 ministries that feed, welcome, comfort, counsel and teach thousands of people

throughout western North Carolina.

DSA Ministry Funding For The Years Ending June 30,

2006 2005 2006 2005

Grants to Catholic Social Services $ 1.438,897 $ 1,391,182 Educational Ministries $ 1,160,696 $ 1,160,244

Catholic Schools Office 168,780 155,990

Campus Ministry 345,927 353,786

Multicultural Ministries $ 617,007 JS 493,018 Faith Formation 258,237 312,669

Hispanic 546,017 432,028 Young Adult Ministry 45,970 28,570

• African American 31,132 22,798 Youth Ministry 155,124 131,597

Hmong 39,858 38,192 Evangelization/Ministry Formation

Media Resources

Vicar's Office

67,887

86,279

32,492

63,364

83,702

30,566

Vocations $ 250,150 i1! 161,127

Seminarian Formation

Permanent Dl\conate

135,295

114,855

59,341

101,786

Housing Ministry $ 45,495 $ 58,410

DSA Fundraising Costs $ 143,573 $ 114,386

Special Collections
One in Faitti providing for speciai needs

Special collections help recall our solidarity with

those around the world who are one with us in faith

When one member of the Body of Christ is in need, we are all called to respond as a people who are One in Faith. We must look beyond the

boundaries of our own neighborhoods to help address the needs of others throughout the world.

Last year we watched in horror as thousands of people on the Gulf Coast lost their lives and homes as a result of Hurricane Katrina. Diocesan

parishioners responded with an outpouring of generosity that totaled $810,498.

Special collections for the American Bishops' Overseas Appeal, Holy Land, Peter's Pence, Catholic University of America, Catholic Communications

Campaign, Church in Latin America, Church in Central and Eastern Europe, Propagation of the Faith, United States Mission Appeal, Catholic Home

Missions, Catholic Campaign for Human Development and Religious Retirement raised $884,269 to address the needs of the many who are one

with us in faith.

National Collections: Amounts Collected For The Years Ending June 30,

2006 2005

International - National
Combined Collection

Catholic Campaign for

Human Development

Religious Retirement Collecfion

Combined Mission Collection

$ 228,913

174,768

227.038

253,550

$ 884,269

$ 215,921

166,238

201,106

218,370

$ 801,635
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REPORT FROM CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

I am pleased to report that the CathoHc Diocese of Charlotte remains financially healthy due to the generosity of

the people of this diocese. The combined financial statements are presented on the following pages, and include

all significant entities of the diocese except for parishes (and parish and inter-parochial schools), which report

separately to their parishioners.

Diocesan operations completed the year ended June 30, 2006 with an increase in net assets totaling $12,305,168

which includes a $4,423,685 credit to net assets relating to our pension plans' most recent actuarial valuations.

Revenues exceeded expenses by $7,881,483, consisting of:

^ $472,474 increase in endowment funds and perpetual trust funds, which are permanent in nature.

> $214,01 5 increase in net assets whose use is restricted by donor imposed stipulations that had not been satis-

fied as of year-end.

> $7,194,994 increase in unrestricted net assets. Included in this increase are market adjustments relating to

two interest-rate swap agreements (which provide a fixed rate of interest on a majority of diocesan long-term

debt) of $1,187,861 and investment income of $3,300,677, substantially all ofwhich has been invested

to meet fiiture needs. Also included is the net activity of diocesan schools which, excluding the change in

market value of an interest-rate swap agreement and investment income, totaled $2,925,487.

Cash flow resulting from unrestricted activities also provides fiinds needed for the acquisition of property, plant

and equipment, and for repayment of long-term debt. At June 30, 2006, the diocese had outstanding long-term

debt totaling $31,010,000.

The pie charts below depict the major sources of revenues and summarize expenditures for the fiscal year just

ended. Revenues for the year totaled $64,173,485. Support of diocesan programs and ministries, i.e., program

expenses, totaled $37,372,658, representing 66% of total expenditures. The remaining expenditures relate to

supporting activities, i.e., administrative and fiindraising expenses, which totaled $18,919,344, ofwhich 15%

represents depreciation and amortization expense ($2,800,037). A further break-out of these expenses by func-

tional area is presented within the Statement of Activities contained on page 16.

The diocesan Finance Office remains committed to the highest standards of fiscal integrity and accountability. It

is our responsibility to ensure that accounting policies and procedures are being adhered to, and internal controls

are in place and operating so as to safeguard Church assets and ensure that all financial activity is accounted for

properly. Financial oversight is provided by routine financial audits and the diocesan Finance Council, which is

direcdy responsible to the bishop.

The combined financial statements of the Diocese of Charlotte for the years ended June 30, 2006 and 2005

are presented on the following pages for your review. The integrity of these statements and the integrity of the

underlying financial systems are the responsibility of the diocese. The public accounting firm of Deloitte and

Touchy, LLP was engaged to perform an independent audit of these financial statements. Their audit report is

also included in the financial report that follows.

William G. Weldon, CPA

Chief Financial Officer

SOURCES OF REVENUE USES OF OUR RESOURCES

SCHOOL TUITION AND FEES 44%

INVESTMENT INCOME

PARISH ASSESSMENTS AND SUPPORT 20% PASTORAL 10% SOCIAL SERVICES 8%

EDUCATION 36%

DONATIONS AND GIFTS 1 1%

DIOCESAN SUPPORT APPEAL 6%

OTHER SOURCES 7%

GRANTS, CONTRACTS AND AWARDS 4%
BENEFIT PROGRAMS FOR PARISH EMPLOYEES 8%

INTEREST 3%

OTHER PROGRAM EXPENSES 4%

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION 18%

OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

AND SUPPORT 8%

DEPRECIATION 5%
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT

To the Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis, Bishop of Charlotte:

We have audited the accompanying combined statements of financial po-

sition ofThe Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte (the "Diocese") as of

June 30, 2006 and 2005, and the related combined statements of activities

and cash flows for the years then ended. These financial statements are the

responsibility of Diocesan management. Our responsibility is to express an

opinion on these financial statements based on our audits.

We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally

accepted in the United States ofAmerica. Those standards require that we

plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether

the financial statements are free ofmaterial misstatement. An audit includes

consideration of internal control over financial reporting as a basis for de-

signing audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not

for the purpose ofexpressing an opinion on the effectiveness ofthe Diocese's

internal control over financial reporting. Accordingly, we express no such

opinion. An audit also includes examining, on a test basis, evidence support-

ing the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements, assessing the

accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,

as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe

that our audits provide a reasonable basis for our opinion.

In our opinion, such financial statements present fairly, in all material re-

spects, the combined financial position of the Diocese as of June 30, 2006

and 2005, and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the years

then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in

the United States of America.

September 22, 2006

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE THE ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE
COMBINED STATEMENTS OF FINANCL^L POSITION COMBINED STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS

JUNE 30, 2006 AND 2005 YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2006 AND 2005

2006 2005 2006 2005

ASSETS CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES:

Cash and cash equivalents $ 12,762,249 $ 7,453,078 Change in net assets $ 12,305,168 $ 1,553,355

Accounts receivable: Adjustments to reconcile cflwge in net assets to net cash provided

Pledges—net 1,084,401 1,153,530 by operating activities:

Other 1,899,493 1,088,817 Depreciation and amortization 2,800,037 2,820,377

Fair market value of interest rate swap agreements 145,616 Net gains on investments (2,032,452) (1,776,831)

Notes receivable—net 1,399,173 774,458 Change in fair market value of interest rate swap agreements (1,187,861) 664,902

Deferred rent 1,601,345 1,391,325 Loss (gain) on sale of property 2,284 15,060

AoVANCtiS TO parishes NET 2,582,385 2,307,796 Gain on beneficial interest in perpetual trusts (14,305) (9.-) 490)

Assets held in trust 406,159 391,878 Net asset charge (credit)—Lay Pension Plan

Beneficial interest in perpetual trusts 4,585,433 4,571,128 and Clergy Retirement Plan (4,423,685)

Investments 45,452,049 41,226,936 Changes in operating assets and labilities:

Property and equipment—net 58,380,241 59,609,071 Accounts receivable—other (810,676) 167,969

Pension intangible asset 4,117,599 3,200,642 Assets held in trust (14,281) (15,653)

Prepaid expenses and other assets 845,738 864,766 Deferred rent (210,020) (267,518)

Pledges receivable—net 69,129 243,019

TOTAL $ 135,261,881 $ 124,033,425 Prepaid expenses and other assets (268) 133,845

Accounts payable and accrued expenses 146,838 (143,012)

Accrued salaries, wages, and benefits 237,515 209,919

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS Accrued pension expense 1,727,342 798,287

Accrued health claims (33,881) 47,000

LL^BILITIES: Accrued property/liability claims (54,061) (4,469)

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $ 1,402,889 $ 1,256,051 Accrued health benefits for retired clergy 503,891 352,221

Accrued salaries, wages, and benefits 2,248,208 2,010,693 Unearned revenue 210,128 501,069

Accrued health claims 747,119 781,000

Accrued property/ll^bility claims 95,540 149,601 Net cash provided by operating activities 9,220,842 8,967,817

Accrued pension expense 12,653,387 14,432,773

Accrued health benefits for retired clergy 2,387,919 1,884,028 CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES:

Unearned revenue 7,219,803 7,009,675 Purchase of properiy and equipment (1,560,895) (1,082,140)

Notes payable 10,000 Proceeds from the sale of property 6,700 1,800

Bonds payable 31,010,000 32,430,000 Purchase of investments—net (2,548,786) (11,514,407)

Fair market value of interest rate swap agreements 1,042,245 Proceeds from maturity/sales of investments—net 356,125 614,369

Custodlu and annuity obligations 21,487,437 19,322,948 Issuance of advances and notes (3,052,749) (6,078,006)

Payments received on advances and notes 2,262,072 11,624,695

Total liabilities 79,252,302 80,329,014 Increase in discount and allowances on advances and notes (108,627) 14,423

Increase in custodul obligations 2,164,489 1,791,731

NET ASSETS:

Unrestricted net assets: Net cash used in invesitng activities (2,481,671) (4,627,535)

Undesignated 26,949,337 17,460,255

Designated 18,532,411 20,826,501 CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES:

Net asset charge—Lay Pension Plan (2,792,534) (6,498,455) Repayment of bonds payable 3 (1,420,000) $ (1,235,000)

Net asset charge—Clergy Retirement Plan (1,724,978) (2,442,744) Repayment of note payable (10,000) (5,118)

40,964,236 29,345,557 Net cash used in financing activities (1,430,000) (1,240,118)

Temporarily restricted net assets 3,164,389 2,950,374 NET CFL\NGE IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 5,309,171 3,100,164

Permanently restricted net assets 11,880,954 11,408,480

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS:
Total net assets 56,009,579 43,704,411 Beginning of year 7,453,078 4,352,914

TOTAL $ 135,261,881 $ 124,033,425 End of year $ 12,762,249 $ 7,453,078

See notes to combined financial statements.
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THE ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE
COMBINED STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2006 AND 2005

2006 2005

Unrestricted Temporarily

Restricted

Permanently

Restricted

Total Unrestricted Temporarily

Restricted

Permanently

Restricted

Total

REVENUES:
\

School tuition and fees $ 28,267,039 $ $ $ 28,267,039 $ 26,005,175 $ $ $ 26,005,175

Contributions—Diocesan Support

Appeal ("DSA") 4,100,000 4,100,000 3,950,000 3,950,000

Other support—DSA programs /OA 1 O/i /OA 1 ->/4vU,lz4 385,702 385,702

Other donations and gifts 4,103,856 2,619,283 307,156 7,030,295 4,553,569 1,646,324 130,921 6,330,814

Parish assessments;

Employee benefit programs 5,084,899 5,084,899 4,869,907 4,869,907

Property/liabilitt insurance 1,211,339 1,211,339 1,221,074 1,221,074

Catholic News & Herald 766,395 766,395 757,920 757,920

Central Office 2,667,621 2,667,621 2,415,421 2,415,421

Parish support of schools 3,099,287 3,099,287 3,089,141 3,089,141

Federal and state agency awards 1,840,377 1,840,377 1,660,236 16,356 1,676,592

Other grants, contracts, and awards 3,500 644,523 648,023 270 728,315 728,585

Fees for services rendered 1,135,958 1,135,958 1,215,820 1,215,820

Rental income 1,440,370 1,440,370 1,425,740 1,425,740

Interest and dividend income 1,602,629 247,818 135,002 1,985,449 812,430 140,302 124,684 1,077,416

Net realized/unrealized gains on investments 1,698,048 318,001 30,708 2,046,757 962,013 169,793 98,092 1,229,898

Change in fair market value of interest

rate swap agreements 1,187,861 1,187,861 (664,902) (664,902) !

Gain (loss) on sale of property 2,284 2,284 (15,060) (15,060)

Other income 1,169,407 1,169,407 1,146,450 2,036 1,148,486

Net assets released from restrictions—
satisfaction of program restrictions 3,616,002 (3,615,610) (392) 2,566,215 (2,566,215)

Total revenues 63,486,996 214,015 472,474 64,173,485 56,357,121 136,911 353,697 56,847,729
!j

EXPENSES: ,-. .,-,,....,:,-;..---..„..,,;,:., . |

Program expenses:

Pastoral:

Clergy, vocations, and support for

retired priests 3,102,954 3,102,954 2,655,920 2,655,920 '

Multi-cultural ministries 914,766 914,766 790,451 790,451

Contributions, grants, and subsidies 1,530,769 1,530,769 758,133 758,133

Education:

Regional and diocesan schools 18,762,284 18,762,284 17,744,609 17,744,609

Other education and faith formation 1,678,365 1,678,365 1,563,643 1,563,643

Socl^l service programs 4,456,636 4,456,636 4,183,071 4,183,071
[

Benefit programs for lay parish employees 4,706,757 4,706,757 3,753,635 3,753,635

'

Property and ll\bility insurance programs

for parishes 685,950 685,950 835,166 835,166

Publication of Catholic News & Herald 858,631 858,631 838,593 838,593

Catholic Conference Center 442,262 442,262 462,035 462,035
,

Tribunal 233,284 233,284 199,491 199,491
i

Total program expenses 37.372,658 37,372,658 33,784,747 33,784,747

Administrative:

Central office administration 2,525,615 2,525,615 2,384,145 2,384,145

Regional and diocesan schools

administration 9,827,027 9,827,027 9,433,315 9,433,315

S0CL\L services ADMINISTRATION 894,032 894,032 748,521 748,521

Interest—parish savings and

investment programs 484,546 484,546 211,263 211,263 .

Interest—long-term debt 1,362,758 1,362,758 1,273,416 1,273,416
,

Deprechtion and amortization 2,800,037 2,800,037 2,820,377 2,820,377

Other 410,390 410,390 345,660 345,660

Total administrative expenses 18,304,405 18,304,405 17,216,697 17,216,697

Fundraising 614,939 614,939 542,163 542,163

Total expenses 56,292,002 56,292,002 51,543,607 51,543,607
;

CFL\NGE IN NET ASSETS BEFORE NET
ASSET CREDIT (CHARGE)

NET ASSET CREDIT (CHARGE)
—Lay Pension Plan

AND Clergy Retirement Plan

7,194,994

4,423,685

214,015 472,474 7,881,483

4,423,685

4,813,514

(3,750,767)

136,911 353,697 5,304,122
'

(3,750,767)

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS

NET ASSETS:

Beginning of year

11,618,679

29,345,557

214,015

2,950,374

472,474

11,408,480

$ 11,880,954

12,305,168

43,704,411

1,062,747

28,282,810

136,911

2,813,463

353,697

11,054,783

1,553,355
!

42,151,056 .

End of yeak $ 40,964,236 $ 3,164,389 $ 56,009,579 $ 29,345,557 $ 2,950,374 $ 11,408,480 $ 43,704,411

See notes to combined financlu statements.

:
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THE ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE
NOTES TO COMBINED FINANCL\L STATEMENTS

YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2006 AND 2005

1. ORGANIZATION

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlone (the "Diocese") serves the Ro-

man Catholic Church in western North Carolina. The Diocese comprises a

geographic area of 20,470 square miles covering 46 counties ranging from

the North Carolina piedmont region to the North Carolina mountain region.

However, the accompanying combined financial statements do not include the

assets, liabilities (including the Parish Notes discussed in Note 10) or activities

of individual parishes and interparochial schools. These excluded activities are

operating entities distinct from the offices and organizations included herein,

maintain separate accounts, and carry on their own programs.

The accompanying combined financial statements include the accounts of the

following organizations which operate under the auspices of the Diocese:

The Central Administration ("Central Administration"), which provides

administrative and other services to parishes, schools, and agencies of the

Diocese. Services include: coordination and support ofeducational programs

and multi-cultiu'al ministries; the vocations program; continuing formation of

priests and support of retired priests; parish savings and investment program;

employee benefit program; property/casualty insurance program; diocesan

' tribunal; operation of the Catholic Conference Center and Cathedral Pub-

lishing, Inc., the publisher of the Catholic News & Herald.

^

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School ("BMCHS"), which provides

j

Catholic secondary education for the Winston-Salem, Greensboro, and High

Point areas.

• Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools ("MACS"), which operates eight

jj

schools throughout Mecklenburg County, as ofJune 30, 2006.

The Mecklenbufg Area Catholic Schools Education Foundation, which

conducts and administers fundraising activities for the benefit ofMACS.

The Triad Area Catholic Schools Education Foundation, which conducts

(and administers fundraising activities fot the benefit of Bishop McGuin-

ness Catholic High School and the parish-based Catholic schools in the

Winston-Salem, Greensboro, High Point area.

Catholic Social Services of the Diocese of Charlotte, North Carolina, Inc.

("CSS"), a professional human services agency providing counseling, adoption,

pregnancy support, foster care, crisis intervention, material assistance, burial

assistance, Hispanic and immigration services, refugee resettlement, justice

and peace advocacy and education, along with family enrichment services. CSS

oversees the operations ofCatholic Legal Services, Inc., which was established to

render indigent legal services for the Hispanic community. During fiscal 2006,

I there was minimal activity on the part of Catholic Legal Services, Inc.

The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte, Inc., which

receives, administers and disburses funds through the creation of endowments

for educational, religious and charitable purposes for the benefit of the Diocese

and its various parishes, schools and agencies.

The aaivities of the above organizations have been combined by functional

area in the accompanying combined statements of activities. All significant

intradiocesan transactions have been eliminated in combination.

2. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING
POLICIES

Basis of Presentation—^The accounts of the Diocese are maintained on the

accrual basis. The Diocese complies with Statement of Financial Accounting

Standards ("SFAS") No. 116, Accounting for Contributions Received and

Contributions Made, and SFAS No. 117, Financial Statements ofNot-for-

Proftt Organizations.

Funds managed by the Diocese on behalfof affiliated organizations are in accor-

dance with SFAS No. 136, Transfers ofAssets to a Not-for-Profit Organization

or Charitable Trust that Raises or Holds Contributions for Others.

Use ofEstimates in the Preparation ofFinancial Statements—The preparation

of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally ac-

cepted in the United States ofAmerica requires management to make estimates

ind assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and

disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial state-

ments and the reported amounts of revenue and expenses during the reporting

period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

"jishand Cash Equivalents—^The Diocese considers all highly liquid instnunents

Purchased with an original maturity of three months or less to be cash equivalents,

rhe Diocese has designated $450,000 of cash and investments for property and

lability self-insurance reserves as ofJune 30, 2006 and 2005.

) Assets Held in Trust—^Assets held in trust represent future beneficial interests

o the Diocese under various trust arrangements. Amounts are recorded based

Jn the actuarially determined present value of the future gift.

Investments—Investments are carried at market value. Market values are based

in readily available market quotes.

Property and Equipment—Property and equipment is stated at cost, when

purchased, and at estimated market value, when donated. Depreciation expense

is determined by using the straight-line method over the estimated useful lives

of the assets. At June 30, 2006 and 2005, the major classes of property and

equipment represented are as follows:

Land

Buildings

Improvements

Furniture and

equipment

Vehicles

Interest in

St. Matthew's

Education Center

2006

$9,584,928

51,786,282

5,885,897

6,480,751

1,519,397

5,548,618

80,805,873

Less accumulated

deprecl\tion (22,425,632)

$58,380,241

2005

$9,558,667

51,111.209

5,556,303

6,658,894

1,429,038

5,501,256

79,815,367

(20,206,296)

$59,609,071

Life

(in years)

N/A
30^0
10-15

3-10

5

38.5

The interest in St. Matthew's Education Center shown above represents the

total amount paid by MACS for the acquisition and construction of ptoperty

and equipment in accordance with a joint-usage agreement with St. Matthew's

Catholic Church. It is being amortized over the useful lives of the assets in

which MACS has an interest. The amortization is included in accumulated

depreciation shown above.

Interest expense incurred that relates to the acquisition or construction of

property and equipment is capitalized. No interest expense was capitalized in

fiscal years 2006 and 2005.

Custodial Obligations—Custodial funds are managed by the Diocese, as agent,

on behalf of the originating organization. These fiinds are not recorded as

contributions or net assets of the Diocese but rather are included as assets and

corresponding custodial obligations in the accompanying combined statements

of financial position.

NetAssets—Diocesan net assets consist of the following:

Unrestricted—Unrestricted net assets consist of all resources ofthe Diocese which

have no donor-imposed restrictions. The Diocese has designated $18,532,41

1

and $20,826,501 of unrestricted net assets as of June 30, 2006 and 2005, re-

spectively, primarily for future expenses relating to DSA program agencies, the

pastoral center, employee benefit programs, self-insured programs, retired clergy

benefit programs, debt service, grant awards, and endowments.

Temporarily Restricted—Temporarily restricted net assets consist of contribu-

tions received whose use by the Diocese is limited by donor-imposed stipulations

that expire by passage oftime or can be fulfilled by actions ofthe Diocese. When
a donor restriction expires, temporarily restticted net assets are reclassified to

unrestricted net assets and reported in the accompanying combined statements

of activities as net assets released from restrictions.

Permanently Restricted—Petmanently restricted net assets consist of contribu-

tions received from donors whose use by the Diocese is limited permanently

by donor-imposed stipulations.

School Tuition, Fees, and Parish Support—Tuition and related fees represent

amounts paid by students' families, net of applied tuition assistance, and are

recognized over the school year in which earned. Parish support of schools

represents contributions made by the participating parishes of the Diocese.

Amounts received in the current year for the following school year's tuition

are recorded as unearned revenue in the accompanying combined statements

of financial position.

Investment Income—Changes in the market value of securities are reflected

as net realized/unrealized gains (losses) on investments in the accompanying

combined statements of activities.

Tax Exempt Status—The Diocese is exempt from federal income tax under

Seaion 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Accordingly, no provision

for income taxes has been reflected in the accompanying combined financial

statements.

3. PLEDGES AND OTHER RECEIVABLES

The DSA campaign begins in the fiscal year prior to the expenditure offunds by

DSA program agencies. At June 30, 2006 and 2005, respectively, $925,788 and

$ 1 ,0 1 2,480 in pledges out ofa goal of $4, 1 00,000 and $3,950,000, respectively,

had not been collected.

The Diocese assesses parishes and affiliates to cover the costs of general admin-

istration, property and liability insurance, employee health insurance, employee

retirement and the Catholic News and Herald. Total assessments receivable at

June 30, 2006 and 2005, were $22,102 and $130,698, respectively

4. NOTES RECEIVABLE

The Diocese has $1,399,173 and $774,458 of notes receivable outstanding at

June 30, 2006 and 2005, respectively, ofwhich $1,378,072 and $741,154 were

with parishes. These notes bear various interest rates.

5. ADVANCES TO PARISHES

The Diocese maintains a revolving loan fund, which was established primarily

from resources provided by bequests stipulated for advances to small or needy

parishes at no interest. Advances outstanding at June 30, 2006 and 2005, to-

taled $2,954,617 and $2,813,794, respectively. These advances are long-term

in nature and are leflected, net of allowances, at their estimated present value

of $2,582,385 and $2,307,796 in the accompanying combined statements of

financial position at June 30, 2006 and 2005, respectively.

6. INVESTMENTS

The Diocese utilizes financial institutions to provide custodial and recordkeeping

services, in addition to investment managers with fiill discretionary authority,

subject to the Diocese's investment policies, to provide investment management

services. Investments are carried at market value and net realized and unreal-

ized gains (losses) are reported in the accompanying combined statements of

activities. The cost and fair market value of investments at June 30, 2006 and

2005, are summarized below:

2006

Cost Market

FOUNDAIION:

Endowment funds

(including unrestricted

AND temporarily RESTRICTED):

Cash and cash equivalents $2,400,564 $2,400,564

Marketable securities:

Equity securities 7,827,184 9,003,070

Bond funds 2,188,667 2,145,266

Annuity funds:

Cash and cash equfvalents 7,917 7,917

Marketable securities:

Equity securities 150,799 194,169

Bond funds 127,309 121,505

Total foundation

INVESTMENTS 12,702,440 13,872,491

Other:

Cash 12,554,251 12,554,251

Marketable securities:

Equity securities 6,203,582 7,641,796

Bonds and bond funds 3,352,000 3,220,627

Mutual funds 7,427.187 8,095,866

Other 67,018 67,018

Total other investments 29,604,038 31,579,558

Total investments $42,306,478 $45,452,049

2005

Cost Market

Foundation:

Endowment funds

(including unrestricted

and temporarily restricted):

Cash and cash equivalents $1,416,415 $1,416,415

Marketable securities:

Equity securities 6,158,672 7,015,939

Bond funds 3,169,208 3,127,152

Annuity funds:

Cash and cash equivalents 3,240 3,240

Marketable securities:

Equity securities 166,643 198,520

Bond funds 128,714 128,201

Total foundation

investments 11,042,892 11,889,467

Other:

Cash 431,272 431,272

Marketable securities:

Equity securities 11,233,374 12,868,140

Bonds and bond funds 15,132,624 15,018,722

Commodity funds 1,002,763 952,316

Other 67,019 67,019

Total other investments 27,867,052 29,337,469

Total investments $38,909,944 $41,226,936

7. PARISH SAVINGS AND INVESTMENT PROGRAMS

The Diocese administers parish savings and parish investment programs. These

programs have been established for the benefit ofdiocesan parishes, schools, and

agencies. Interest was earned at Prime less 3.75% for the savings program and

Prime less 2.75% for the investment ptogram in fiscal 2006 and 2005. Savings

program funds may be withdrawn at any time, whereas withdrawal of invest-

ment program fiinds is subject to a minimum 18-month investment period.
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Funds on deposit related to these programs along with accrued interest totaled

$15,282,607 and $14,091,116 at June 30, 2006 and 2005, respectively, and

are reflected as custodial obligations in the accompanying combined statements

of financial position.

8. PENSION AND RETIREMENT PLANS

Lay Noncontributory Defined Benefit Pension Plan—^The Diocese sponsors a

noncontributory defined benefit pension plan (the "Lay Plan") for all eUgible di-

ocesan lay employees. The Lay Plan provides for benefits based on an employee's

years ofservice and compensation. It is the intent of the Diocese for the minimum

fiinding to be the actuarially recommended contribution amount.

The following table as ofJune 30, 2006 and 2005, sets forth the funded status

of the Lay Plan:

2006 2005

Reconciliation of benefit obligation:

Benefit obligation—
beginning of year $(28,387,95 1

)

Service cost

Interest cost

Actuarial gain (loss)

Benefit payments

Benefit obligation—
END OF year

(1,726,732)

(1,474,391)

3,202,054

948.820

$(27,438,200)

Reconciliation of fair value of plan assets:

Fair value of assets—
beginning of year $ 1 7,286,030

Actual return on plan assets

Employer contributions

Benefit payments

Fair value of assets—
end of year

Statement of financial position:

Accrued pension expense

Pension intangible asset

for unrecognized

transition obligation

Net asset charge

Net amount recognized

1,951,979

1,324,241

(948,820)

$19,613,430

$(5,306,083)

$(23,275,000)

(1,369,869)

(1,372,516)

(2,979,207)

608,641

$(28,387,951)

$15,577,812

1,016,936

1,299,923

(608,641)

$17,286,030

84,513

2,792,534

$(2,429,036)

Disclosure of net periodic pension cost:

Service cost

Interest cost

Expected return on assets

Amortization of

transition amount
Amortization of loss

Net periodic pension cost

Weighted-average assumptions:

Discount rate

Expected return on
plan assets

Rate of compensation

increase

Accumulated benefit

obligation

$1,726,732

1,474,391

(1,458,321)

28,169

797,565

$2,568,536

6.25 %

8.00

3.25

$24,919,513

$(7,795,878)

112,682

6,498,455

$(1,184,741)

$1,369,869

1,372,516

(1,363,491)

28,169

303,838

$1,710,901

5.25 %

8.00

3.25

$25,081,908

TTie assumed long term rate of return is based on historical returns and future

expectations.

As of June 30, 2006 and 2005, the Lay Plan's investments are maintained in

trust accounts managed by Wachovia Bank, N.A. (the "Trustee"). The Trustee

has full discretionary authority, subject to the Plan's investment policy. The

following table as ofJune 30, 2006 and 2005, sets forth the percent^e of total

investments by asset class:

Domestic equity

Domestic fixed income

International equity

Alternative investments

Cash

Total

2006

45''/

17

20

5

13

2005

49°/

32

15

4

100% 100 %

The Plan's investment policy stipulates five allowable asset classes for inclusion

in the portfolio: domestic equity, domestic fixed income, international equity,

alternative investments, and cash and cash equivalents. As ofJune 30, 2006 and

2005, the acceptable asset allocation ranges are as follows:

2006

30%-80%
20-60

0-25

0-10

0-20

2005

30%-80%
30-60

0-20

0-10

0-10

Domestic equity

Domestic fixed income

International equity

Alternative investments

Cash and cash equivalents

In addition, the policy stipidates socially responsible investment guidelines,

investment return objectives, both in the aggregate and relative to applicable

investment benchmarks, minimum standards for investment holdings, and other

guidehnes for the investment of Plan assets.

Each diocesan entity was assessed 4.5% (4.0% in 2005) of lay employees'

salaries to fund the contribution to the Lay Plan and certain other employee

benefits. The estimated contribution to the Lay Plan for fiscal year 2007 is

approximately $1,433,000.

Benefits expected to be paid over the next ten fiscal years, as of June 30, 2006,

are as follows:

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012-2016

$ 741,414

856,475

951,166

1,072,238

1,195,086

9,050,997

$ 13,867,376

Tax-Deferred Annuity Plan—The Diocese sponsors a tax-deferred defined

contribution plan under Section 403(b) of the Internal Revenue Code for all

eligible Diocesan employees. Employer matching contributions to the plan

are based on a percentage of employee contributions. Each diocesan entity is

responsible for payment ofthe matching contribution direcdy to the tax-deferred

defined contribution plan.

Clergy Retirement Plan—^The Diocese sponsors the Diocese ofCharlotte Clergy

Retirement Plan (the "Clergy Plan") to provide pension benefits for diocesan

priests. An annual collection is held at each parish to raise funds for clergy

retirement and other clergy benefits. Each parish was assigned 3.50% ofannual

oflFertory as their goal for this collection for fiscal 2006 and 2005. Any shortfall

from goal in the amount collected is paid by the parish. Annual collections from

the parishes for this purpose are reported as temporarily restricted revenues in

the accompanying combined statements of activities. The annual contribution

to the Clergy Plan is based on the residts of an actuarial valuation.

The following table as ofJune 30, 2006 and 2005, sets forth the fijnded status

of the Clerg)' Plan:

Benefit obligation

Fair value of plan assets

Funded status

Accrued pension expense

Pension intangible asset

FOR unrecognized

transition obligation

Net asset cflwge

Net amount recognized

2006

$ (11,520,894)

4.173,590

$ (7,347,304)

$ (7,347,304)

4,033,086

1,724,978

$ (1,589,240)

2005

$ (10,509,128)

3,872,233

$ (6,636,895)

$ (6,636,895)

3,087,960

2,442,744

$ (1,106,191)

Weighted-average assumptions:

Discount rate

Expected return on plan assets

Benefit cost

Employer contribution

Benefits paid

ACCUMUUTED benefit OBLIGATION

2006

6.25 %
8.00

! 909,726

426,677

559,716

11,520,894

2005

5.25 %
8.00

5 746,181

358,872

568,773

10,509,128

The assumed long term rate of return is based on historical returns and fiiture

expectations.

As ofJune 30, 2006 and 2005, the Clergy Plan's investments are maintained in

trust accounts managed by Wachovia Bank, N.A. (the "Trustee"). The Trustee

has full discretionary authority, subject to the Plan's investment policy. The

following table as ofJune 30, 2006 and 2005, sets forth the percentage of total

investments by asset class:

2006

Domestic equtty

Domestic fixed income

International equity

Alternative investments

Cash

Total

46%
20

21

4

9

100 %

2005

49%
32

15

100 %

The Plan's investment policy stipulates five allowable asset classes for inclusion

in the portfolio: domestic equity, domestic fixed income, international equity,

alternative investments, and cash and cash equivalents. As ofJune 30, 2006 and

2005, the acceptable asset allocation ranges are as follows:

Domestic equity

Domestic fixed income

International equity

Alternattve investments

Cash and cash equtvalents

2006

30%-80%
20-60

0-25

0-10

0-20

2005

30%-80%
30-60

0-20

0-10

0-10

In addition, the policy stipulates socially responsible investment guidelines;

investment return objectives, both in the aggregate and relative to applicable

investment benchmarks, minimum standards for investment holdings, and other

guidelines for the investment of Plan assets.

The estimated contribution to the Clergy Plan for fiscal year 2007 is approxi-

mately $508,000. Benefits expected to be paid over the next 10 fiscal years, a^

ofJune 30, 2006, are as follows:

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012-2016

$ 599,292

631,345

680,708

699,427

718,661

5,046,691

$ 8,376,124

Hill

k

b

Clergy Retirement Benefits Other Than Pension—In addition to providing th

Clergy Plan discussed above, the Diocese sponsors the Retired Clergy Healt

Plan which provides retired diocesan priests certain unfunded health an

long term care benefits.

The net periodic postretirement benefit cost for the years ended June 30, 2006 and 2005, included the following components:

2006 2005

Long-Term Long-Term

Care Health Care Health

Service cost $ 90,075 $ 154,032 $ 58,265 $ 99,161

Interest cost 102,707 160,711 99,485 146,270

Net amortization of transition obligation 50,716 82,167 50,716 82,167

Amortization of actuarial loss 8,998 24,275

Net periodic benefit cost $ 252,496 $ 421,185 $ 208,466 $ 327,598

The following table as of June 30, 2006 and 2005, sets forth the change in projected benefit obligation:

2006 2005

Reconcilhtion of projected

benefit obligation:

Obligation—beginning of year

Service cost

Interest cost

Actuarlu. (gain) loss

Benefit payments

Obligation—end of year

Long-Term

Care

$ 1,990,332

90,075

102,707

(710,980)

(51,363)

$ 1,420,771

Health

$ 2,944,476

154,032

160,711

(404,506)

(118,426)

$ 2,736,287

Long-Term

Care

$ 1,591,756

58,265

99,485

311,867

(71.041)

$ 1.990.332

Health

$ 2,340,314

99,161

146,270

471,535

(112,804)

$ 2,944,476

If

em
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The following table at June 30, 2006 and 2005, sets forth the net liability recognized in the accompanying combined statements of financial position:

2006 2005

Funded status—^June 30

Unrecognized transition

obugation

Unrecognized loss

Net uabiuty

Long-Term

Car£

$ (1,420,771)

710,029

(337,386)

$ (1,048,128)

Health

$ (2,736,287)

1,150,344

246,152

$ (1,339,791)

Long-Term

Care

$ (1,990,332)

760,745

382,592

$ (846,995)

Health

$ (2,944,476)

1,232,510

674,933

$ (1,037,033)

The acciuniUated postretirement benefit obligation was determined using a

weighted average discount rate of 6.25% and 5.25% as of June 30, 2006 and

2005, respectively, for both the long term care and health plans.

9. EMPLOYEE HEALTH BENEFITS

The Diocese administers medical and dental insurance coverage for eligible employees

of the Diocese. The Diocese charges each organization premiums for the coverage

of its employees on a monthly basis. The individual organizations have no liability

for claims in excess of the premiums to be paid. The Diocese has an arrangement

with a third party to administer the medical and dental plans. Approximately

17% and 15% of the premiums submitted by diocesan entities were paid to

the third-party administrator for administrative services and the premiums for

specific and aggregate stop loss coverages in fiscal 2006 and 2005, respectively.

The remaining portion of the premiums is designated by the Diocese to pay

daims which are processed by the third-party administrator. The Diocese has

specific stop loss coverage at $125,000 per employee and $100,000 per employee

in fiscal 2006 and 2005, respectively; and aggregate coverage beginning at 120%

ofthe actuarially projected total individual claims under $ 1 25,000 and $ 1 00,000

for fiscal 2006 and 2005 respectively. Employee health benefits expense was

$4,652,005 and $4,401 ,1 1 1 during fiscal 2006 and 2005, respeaively

10. NOTES PAYABLE

CSS had borrowed money from the United States Catholic Conference of

Bishops to cover the general operating expenses of the refugee office. This loan

was unsecured, noninterest bearing, and payable upon demand. The outstanding

balance of $10,000 at June 30, 2005 was repaid prior to June 30, 2006.

The Diocese has an unsecured line of credit from a bank for $10,000,000 as

of both June 30, 2006 and 2005, with the current line of credit expiring on

December 29, 2006. The line of credit incurs interest at the monthly LIBOR
index plus 1 .0% (6.35% and 4.34% at June 30, 2006 and 2005, respectively).

There were no outstanding borrowings under this hne of credit at both June

30, 2006 and 2005.

Additionally, the Diocese has certain notes outstanding with a bank ("Parish

Notes"). The proceeds from the Parish Notes are being used to finance various

parish construction and capital improvement projects as well as the purchase of

equipment. Principal and interest payments on the Parish Notes are currently

being paid to the bank direcdy by the specific parishes benefiting from the use

jji

of the proceeds. As ofJune 30, 2006, all principal and interest payments were

cturent. However, if any parishes defaidt on payments ofprincipal and interest

in the fiiture, it is likely that the Diocese would look to the Central Administra-

tion, a combined entity, for fijnding. At June 30, 2006 and 2005, the Central

Administration had not recognized any liabilities related to Parish Notes in the

accompanying combined financial statements. The outstanding amount under

these notes was $23,798,293 and $28,275,504 at June 30, 2006 and 2005,

respectively. In addition, the Diocese has entered into certain interest rate swap

agreements on the Parish Notes with notional amounts totaling $18,719,823

and $19,156,994 as ofJune 30, 2006 and 2005, respectively The fair value of

these interest rate swap agreements was $383,028 as ofJune 30, 2006.

11. BONDS PAYABLE

Series2000Bonds—In June 2000, the North Carolina Educational Facilities Fi-

nancial i^ency issued $ 1 9,700,000 ofvariable rate educational facilities revenue

bonds ("Series 2000 Bonds") with final maturity, subject to prior redemption,

on June 1, 2017. The proceeds therefrom have been loaned to the Bishop ofthe

Diocese, and are administered by the Central Administration. Such proceeds

have been used to finance the acquisition, construction, installation and equip-

ping of the current campus of BMCHS, and to refinance the construction and

equipping of a MACS entity, as well as to pay a portion of the interest on the

bonds and to pay bond issue costs. The Central Administration allocates a pro

rata portion of the Series 2000 Bonds to BMCHS and MACS. These affiliated

entities have recorded their pro rata interest expense and resulting payable to the

Central Administration within their respective financial statements.

Principal and interest payments on the Series 2000 Bonds are supported by

an irrevocable, direct pay letter of credit by a bank. The letter of credit, which

expires on September 5, 2007 (subject to earlier termination or extension in

accordance with the letter of credit agreement), supports the entire loan amount.

The aimual fee associated with this letter of credit is 0.32%.

The mandatory redemption ofthe Series 2000 Bonds is being provided by sink-

ing fund payments beginning in June 2002 and ending June 2017. Interest ac-

crues at a variable rate and is due quarterly. The interest rate fluctuates on a weekly

basis and was 3.98% and 2.29% at June 30, 2006 and 2005, respectively.

In July 2001, the Diocese entered into a five-year interest rate swap agreement

at a notional amount of $9,000,000 for a portion of its Series 2000 Bonds.

The agreement required the Diocese to pay the counterparty a 4.05% fixed

rate of interest on the notional amount. In return, the counterparty paid the

Diocese interest at a variable rate based on the published TBMA index in ac-

cordance with the swap agteement. The Diocese recorded the interest rate swap

in accordance with SFAS No. 133, Accountingfor Derivative Instruments and

Hedging Activities, as amended, and did not designate the derivative as a hedge

instrument. The swap expired on June 1 , 2006. The fair value of this derivative

of $(1 1 1,882) as ofJune 30, 2005, is reported as the fair value of interest rate

swap agreement in the accompanying combined statement of financial position

as ofJune 30, 2005 and changes in the fair value are reflected as the change in

fair value of interest rate swap agreement in the accompanying combined state-

ments of activities for the years ended June 30, 2006 and 2005.

In June 2004, the Central Administration entered into an 1 1-year interest rate

swap agreement for a portion of the Series 2000 Bonds, with an effective date of

June 1 , 2006, the expiration date of the aforementioned 2001 swap. The agree-

ment requires the Diocese to pay the counterparty a 4.50% fixed rate of interest

on the notional amount. In return, the counterparty will pay the Diocese interest

at a variable rate based on the published TBMA index in accordance with the

swap agreement. The Diocese recorded the interest rate swap in accordance with

SFAS No. Mi, Accountingfor Derivative Instruments and Hedging Activities, as

amended, and did not designate the derivative as a hedge instrument. The fair

value of this derivative of $(327,092) and $(749,688) as ofJune 30, 2006 and

2005, respectively, is reported as the fair value of interest rate swap agreement

in the accompanying combined statements of financial position and changes

in the fair value are reflected as the change in fair value of interest rate swap

agreements in the accompanying combined statements of activities.

Series 2002 Bonds—In November 2002, Mauricio W. West, as Administratoi

of the Diocese, issued variable rate demand bonds for the benefit of MACS
("Series 2002 Bonds"). The initial issuance was in the principal amount of

$3,000,000 with subsequent issuances, so that the maximum amount authorized

of $15,800,000 was issued. The proceeds therefrom have been used to finance

the construction and equipping of new MACS' facilities and to pay bond is-

suance costs. The Seties 2002 Bonds will mature, subject to prior redemption,

on May 1,2014.

Principal and intetest payments on the Series 2002 Bonds are supponed by an

irrevocable, direct pay letter of credit by a bank. As ofJune 30, 2006, the letter

of credit, which expires on December 6, 2006 (subject to earlier termination

or extension in accordance with the lener-of-credit agreement), supports the

entire loan amount. Management anticipates obtaining an extension of the

lener of credit prior to its expitation date. The annual fee associated with this

letter of credit is 0.45%.

Intetest accrues at a variable rate and is due monthly. The interest rate is adjusted

weekly and was 5.35% and 3.34% at June 30, 2006 and 2005, respectively.

The Diocese has covenanted that it will cause the bonds to be redeemed from

May 2004 through May 2014. As ofJune 30, 2006, the Diocese has made the

required principal payments according to the redemption schediJe.

In December 2002, the Diocese entered into a 12-year interest rate swap

agreement for the benefit ofMACS fot a portion of the Series 2002 Bonds.

The notional amount of the agreement at June 30, 2006, was $10,597,500.

The agreement requires MACS to pay the counterparty a 4.40% fixed rate

of interest on the notional amount. In return, the counterparty will pay

MACS interest at a variable rate based on the published LIBOR index in

accordance with the swap agreement. MACS recorded the interest rate swap

in accordance with SFAS No. 1 , Accountingfor Derivative Instruments and

Hedging Activities, as amended, and did not designate the derivative as a hedge

instrument. The fair value of this derivative of $472,708 and $(180,675)

as of June 30, 2006 and 2005, respectively, is reported as the fair value of

interest rate swap agreement in the accompanying combined statements of

financial position and changes in the fair value are reflected as the change

in fair value of interest rate swap agreement in the accompanying combined

statements of activities.

The future repayment requirements of the Series 2000 and 2002 Bonds, as-

suming the bonds continue to be remarketed and mature over their scheduled

repayment terms, are as follows:

Series 2000 Series 2002

Bonds Bonds Total

2007 $ 870,000 $ 955,000 $ 1,825,000

2008 1,010,000 1,235,000 2,245,000

2009 1,150,000 1,565,000 2,715,000

2010 1,320,000 1,905,000 3,225,000

2011 1,480,000 2,020,000 3,500,000

Thereafter 11,050,000 6,450,000 17,500,000

Amounts outstanding—
June 30, 2006 $ 16,880,000 $ 14,130,000 $ 31,010,000

12. FACILITIES USAGE AND LEASE AGREEMENTS

MACS has agreements with participating parishes and the Central Administra-

tion for their use ofvarious facilities, with terms ranging from 1 2 to 18 years.

These agreements provide for contingent tentals based on usage and may be

amended or modified at any time. Expenses totaled $499,755 and $488,997

for fiscal 2006 and 2005, respectively, and are reported within regional and

diocesan schools administration expense in the accompanying combined

statements of activities.

In November 2003, MACS entered into an agreement to lease the former All

Saints School to a third party beginning July 1, 2004, for a 10-year period.

In 2004, MACS paid to a broker a leasing commission of $222,000. In 2005,

MACS paid an additional $208,673 in leasing commission to the broker.

This total leasing commission is being amortized over the life of the lease.

In accordance with the lease agreement, the thitd party was required to pay

a portion of its first year's rent in advance. Rental revenue is recognized on a

straight-line basis over the life of the lease. As cumulative revenue recognized

exceeds rental payments received, deferred rent of $547,052 and $302,275

is recorded on the combined statements of financial position as ofJime 30,

2006 and 2005, respectively.

The Diocese is the lessor in a ground lease agreement and the lessee in a

space lease agreement with the same third party. In fiscal year 2003, the third

party paid to the Diocese the net amount due for the entire terms of these

lease agreements of $290,128. The Diocese is also responsible for monthly

payments relating to the operaring costs associated with the space lease agree-

ment. Prepaid renr relating to the space lease of $1,054,293 and $1,089,050

at June 30, 2006 and 2005, respectively, is included in deferred rent in the

accompanying combined statements of financial position. Unearned revenue

relating to the ground lease of $1,231,617 and $1,272,219 at June 30, 2006

and 2005, respectively is reflected in the accompanying combined statements

of financial position. The prepaid rent expense on the space lease and the

unearned revenue related to the ground lease are both being amonized on a

straight line basis over the lives of the respective leases.

13. CONTINGENCIES

From time to time, the Diocese is subject to various disputes and legal pro-

ceedings arising in the ordinary course of its business. Management is of the

opinion, based upon information presently available, that it is unlikely that any

liability to the extent not ptovided for through insurance or otherwise, would

be material in relation to the Diocese financial position or operations.
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Pro^^^ting God's Children

The Diocese of Charlotte continues its comnnitment to

providing a safe environment for all people, especially

the young and the vulnerable.

In 2002, the U.S. bishops issued the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People (charter). The charter addressed the Catholic Church's

commitment to respond effectively, appropriately and compassionately to cases of abuse of minors by priests, deacons or other church personnel.

On July 1 , 2003, the diocese issued the revised Policy of the Diocese of Charlotte Concerning Ministry-Related Sexual Misconduct by Church Personnel.

This diocesan policy covers requirements for reporting abuse; screening of clergy, religious, seminarians and lay employees; procedures when allegations

are made; education; media and communications; and sanctions for non-compliance. All diocesan personnel who work with children receive a copy of the

policy, acknowledge its receipt and are required to comply with the policy in its entirety.

In August 2005, the diocese underwent a self-audit conducted by the Gavin Group, an agency contracted by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to

ascertain and document the progress made by dioceses in the United States in the implementation of the charter.

The audit measured the diocese in various areas addressed by the charter, in particular Article 12, which states that dioceses must establish safe environ-

ment programs, and Article 13, which states that dioceses must evaluate the backgrounds of all priests and deacons who are engaged in ecclesiastical

ministry in the diocese, and of all diocesan, parish and school employees and volunteers whose duties include ongoing, unsupervised contact with minors.

At the conclusion of the audit, the Diocese of Charlotte was found to be compliant with all articles of the charter.

The Diocese of Charlotte's commitment to being one in faith with Christ is evident in our efforts to protect our children from sexual abuse. The "Protecting

God's Children" training program enables the diocese to educate those who work most closely with children to recognize and prevent sexual abuse. To date,

approximately 13,000 employees and volunteers have attended this training at nearly 400 workshops held throughout the diocese. During this past fiscal

year, approximately 2,300 diocesan personnel attended these training sessions.

The diocese also recognizes its responsibility to safeguard the young and the vulnerable through adequate screening of clergy, religious, employees and

volunteers. In the past year, 4,500 background checks were processed.

Our diocese has a Victim Assistance Coordinator to assist victims of sexual abuse, whether the abuse took place in the Diocese of Charlotte or in another

diocese. In 1995, the diocese established a Review Board to serve as a confidential consultative body to the Bishop. The board reviews cases of sexual

abuse of children that are reported to the diocese.

These activities represent a significant commitment by the diocese to provide a safe environment for our children and young people. The cost of the various

programs and measures outlined herein totaled $70,937 during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2006.

Our response as a diocese will always be one of sincere compassion in addressing the personal, psychological and spiritual needs of the people God

entmsted to its care. When abusive conduct is reported, in addition to immediate action and investigation into the allegation, an immediate response to the

alleged victim and his/her family is undertaken. During this year, the diocese provided financial assistance to, or on behalf of, victims totaling $11,880, all of

which was for counseling. As in the past, none of these funds came from the Diocesan Support Appeal or from parish savings.

Restored tmst and healing will come with time and through the Diocese of Charlotte's commitment to keeping our children safe from sexual abuse.

Diocese of Charlotte

1 123 S. Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

(704) 370-6299

www.charlottediocese.org
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A yearning to live free
Palestinian teens

teach, learn in

Charlotte

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

I CHARLOTTE — For
any teenagers, freedom

means a later curfew or driving

Dad's sedan instead of Mom's
minivan.

For Christian teenagers

living in the Holy Land,
freedom is attending Easter

Mass at the Church of the

Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem,

or traveling from one city to

another without spending hours

at checkpoints.

"There is no mall, no
movie theaters," said Haneen
Shihadeh, who lives in Birzeit, a

university town on the outskirts

of Ramallah. "We just go to

school, go to church and spend

time with our friends."

See FREEDOM, page 9

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Mariana Tanas (front row, left); Haneen Shihadeh (front row, far right); Tania Shomaly (second row, far right) sit in on a Spanish

class at Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School in Charlotte Oct. 30. The eighth-graders are Palestinian Christians who have spent

the past six weeks in Charlotte experiencing life in America and sharing stories about everyday life in the Holy Land. Also

pictured is Sally Kaissieh, the girls' chaperone (third row, far right).

lakinggood in the neighborhood

)CHD encourages advocacy efforts

byTERRIJARINA
special to

; catholic news & herald

CHARLOTTE — hi order

persuade the City ofCharlotte

and the Charlotte Area Transit

System (CATS) to relocate a

bus stop, Ashby Morton learned

a lot about how the bureaucratic

rocess works.

Morton has lived for two
years in one ofthe 64 apartments

at McCreesh Place on North

Davidson Sfreet in Charlotte.

He serves as secretary of the

resident association, a position

he agreed to take "to avoid

getting involved in politics."

Owned by St. Peter's

Homes Inc., McCreesh Place

provides affordable housing

to ensure stability and self-

sufficiency for its residents,

who have been homeless and

are challenged by disabilities.

The agency received a

$5,000 local grant from the

Catholic Campaign for Human
Development (CCHD), the

U.S. bishops' domestic anti-

poverty program, in 2006.

See CCHD, page 5

Courtesy Photo

Ashby Morton inspects a new bus stop, which he advocated for, outside McCreesh

Place in Charlotte. McCreesh Place provides housing to homeless and disabled

persons and has received Catholic Campaign for Human Development grant.
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Around the Diocese

Sisters of Mercy recloate;

sister honored for service

I
PAGE 4

Culture Watch

Vatican newspaper turns

145; new Mass forJPlI

I PAGES 10-11

Perspectives

A hok at the upcoming

U.S. bishops' meeting;

CRS helps others help

themselves

I
PAGES 14-15
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The coming

catastrophe
Culture of death

must be fought, says

apologist at banquet

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE—Peopleof

today are facing an impending

catastrophe spawned by the

culture of death, according

to a well-known Catholic

apologist.

"We're facing a global

catastrophe, something that our

parents and grandparents never

saw," said Patrick Madrid, who
has been involved in Catholic

apologetics for many years.

"You and I are living in the

day when the evil of abortion

is now going to have serious

backlash against us," he said

during his speech, "The Ticking

Time Bomb." Nearly 1,400

See BANQUET, page 8

Guided by God
PARISH CELEBRATES 70 YEARS

OF FAITH, SERVICE

BYjOANITAM.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

SWANNANOA —
Spotlighting "prayer and
service," St. Margaret Mary
Church inSwannanoa celebrated

its 70th anniversary Oct. 1 6 with

a Mass and reception.

"On this feast of St.

Margaret Mary, we reflect

on 70 years of service to the

people of this valley," said

Father Frank Seabo, pastor, in

remarks before Mass.

"Albare" ("O Come and

Sing"), the opening hymn,

See SWANNANOA, page 7

In the News

Shrine's chapel a gift from

Vietnamese-Americans

I
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own baciiyard

CNS PHOTO BY John Mabanglo, Reuters

St. Louis Cardinals starting pitcher Jeff Suppan, who is Catholic, throws inlhe first inning of game four

of Major League Baseball's World Series against the Detroit Tigers in St Louis Oct. 26. The Cardinals

won the World Series against the Tigers in game five in St. Louis Oct. 27.

Pitcher tells students to

know why they believe what

they believe
ST. LOUIS (CNS) — St. Louis

Cardinals pitclier Jeff Suppan wowed liis

fans one day in September, and he wasn't

even on the mound.

He received a standing ovation

from more than 400 youths and adults

following his talk on how he lives out his

Catholic faith as a professional baseball

player and in his daily life.

Suppan spoke at St. Joseph's

Academy in Frontenac.

The Cardinals hurler— whose team
won Major League Baseball's World
Series against the Detroit Tigers in St.

Louis Oct. 27 — encouraged the middle

school and high school students "to keep

Jesus No. 1" in their lives.

Said Suppan, "I try to put Jesus in

front of everything I do." He lets Jesus

"really lead me and not try to do it on

my own."

As Catholics, they will be regularly

questioned about their faith, Suppan told

the youths, and now is the time for them
to gain a good foundation.

"You need to know why you believe

in what you believe in because you will

be challenged" by others, particularly

other Christians, he said.

That has been his experience, Suppan

said. Growing up in California, he attended

Catholic elementary and high schools.

At 18, he signed to play baseball

right out of high school and never went

to college. It was his first time away jfrom

family and friends. Drugs, pornography

and promiscuity were readily available.

He turned to God for help and began to

seriously study his faith.

"My biggest challenge was to learn,

to take my formation and learn more
about why I believed. ... I believed 100

percent, but I had to learn why," he said.

A priest got him going to confession

regularly. He found that the more he went
and examined his conscience, the more
he felt Jesus was helping him "carry the

load."

Suppan said he encounters Christ

in confession and receives grace to help

overcome future temptations.

Suppan also spoke about the

importance of the Eucharist, attending

Mass, taking part in eucharistic adoration

and prayer.

He tries "to remain in prayer. When I

struggle, I pray. When I'm not struggling,

I pray," he said, noting that he keeps a

rosary in his ballpark locker.

He showed a short home movie of

his November 2005 visit to the Vatican,

where he met Pope Benedict XVI, and

to Assisi, Italy. He also took several

questions fi-om the audience.

Asked what his favorite pitch was,

Suppan replied, "A strike."

Summit focuses on Catholic campus
black collegesmmistry at nation s

ATLANTA(CNS)—After four years

of planning and preparation. Catholic

campus ministers, directors of campus
ministry and student representatives

from the nation's historically black

colleges and universities assembled at

the first summit on the state of Catholic

campus ministry at their institutions.

The gathering took place Oct. 13-14

at Lyke House, the Catholic center at

Atlanta University Center.

The sessions included presentations

by Beverly Carroll, executive director of

the U.S. bishops' Secretariat for African-

American Catholics; Michael Galligan-

Stierle, outgoing assistant secretary for

higher education and campus ministry for

the U.S. bishops; Desmond Drummer, a

senior at Morehouse College in Atlanta;

and Candis Mayweather, an alumna of

Spelman College in Atlanta.

Presentations were followed by
discussions about how campus ministry

could be enhanced. Summit attendees

shared ministry experiences, exchanged

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE
ASHEVILLE — Speak the Truth in Love, a

free series of classes addressing the Catholic

Church's teachings on life, love and marriage

meets at Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97 Haywood
St. Classes will meet the third Saturday of each

month, 10 a.m.- 12 p.m. The topic for Nov. 18 will

be "The Church's Mt. St. Helen's — Humanae
Vitae." For more information, call Nina at (828)

299-7618 or Helen at (828) 683-9001 or e-mail

geodrc@aol.com.

BOONE VICARIATE

BOONE — Father David Valtierra will present

the eighth installment of his "A day with ..."

Scripture series Nov. 11 at 9 a.m. The theme will

be "The Marty Images ofJesus. " Lunch will be

provided. Register by calling (828) 264-8338.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CfL^RLOTTE— Father Patrick Winslow, pastor

of St. John the Baptist Church in Tryon, will

speak on the topic of "American Culture" as

part of the dessert and devotion program at St.

Vincent de Paul Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd., Nov.

10 at 7 p.m. Father Winslow will be speaking

in the church, and dessert and coffee will be

served in the reception^ room after his talk. For

more information, e-mail rdobrien@earthlink.

net or gail@catholicscripturestudy.com or call

(704) 287-4624.

CHARLOTTE — Janice Olive will facilitate a

program for adults concerning "The Death of a

Parent in Adulthood, " Nov. 16, 7-8:30 p.m. at St.

Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd. The loss of

a parent as an adult is the single most common
form of bereavement. This program is for those

information and laid the groundwork for

the next summit.

Sessions included an. in-depth

discussion on a possible pastoral plan

for black Catholic campus ministry.

Participants planned to take home
information from the summit to formulate

the pastoral plan.

They also hopedto focus on identifying

and recruiting 60 prospective black

Catholic campus ministers for training and

certification for campus ministry.

Of the 103 institutions identified

as historically black colleges and
universities, 44 have a Catholic campus
ministry presence staffed by a layperson

or clergyman.

Father Edward Branch, a campus
minister for 27 years, shared his idea

for the summit with some colleagues

after the 2002 national convention of the

Catholic Campus Ministry Association.

Father Branch, a priest of the

Archdiocese ofLouisville, Ky., said he was
pleased with how the meeting turned out.

who have lost a parent or minister to the bereaved.

For more information, call (704) 364-543 1

.

HUNTERSVILLE — St. Mark Church, 14740

Stumptown Rd., is sptonsoring an "Internet Safety"

program for parents Nov. 1 9 at 7 p.m. in the worship

space. Experts from the FBI and Catholic Social

Services will provide parents with insights into

specific dangers associated with their child on the

internet and practical tips that each parent can use

in assuring their child's safety. For information call

(704) 948-1306. ext 104.

CHARLOTTE — St. Basil Ukrainian Catholic

Church will have an informational meeting on

the Eastern Rite Nov. 19 at 10 a.m. at Charlotte

Catholic High School, 7702 Pineville-Matthews

Rd. A liturgy will follow at 1 1 a.m. These are open

to anyone who would like to attend or learn more

about the Eastern Rite For more information, I

please contact Deacon Mark Shuey at mshuey2@
j

nc.rr.com or call (9 1 9) 779-7246.
{

GASTONIA VICARIATE
j

BELMONT — Father David Valtierra from the

Oratory in Rock Hill will lead a retreat Nov. 5,
|

1-4 p.m., at Queen of the Apostles Church, 503

N. Main St. The retreat's theme will be "Jesus:

the Prophet of New Life. " The retreat will open

with a hght meal at 12:30 p.m. No pre-registration

needed. For more information, call Contact Dennis

Teall-Fleming, at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26, or e-mail.

teallfleming@yahoo.com.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — Theology on Tap, a speaker

series for Catholic adults in their 20s and 30s, will

meet at Logan's Roadhouse, 1300 Bridford Pkwy.,

Nov. 8 and 15 at 6:45 p.m. Come and experience

great speakers, excellent food and conversation. We
will be sponsoring a food drive for Urban Ministry.

For more information, e-mail greensborotot@

yahoo.com, visit www.triadcatholics.org or call

Deb at (336) 286-3687.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope says Christians must lieal

divisions to be sign of hope
VATICANCITY(CNS)—Christians

have a responsibility to heal their

divisions so that they can be a real sign

of hope for the world. Pope Benedict

XVI said.

"Those who profess that Jesus

Christ is lord are tragically divided and

cannot always give a consistent common
witness," the pope said during an Oct.

27 meeting with representatives of the

world's major Christian commimities.

The Conference of Secretaries of

Christian World Communions held its

annual meeting in Rome. Since 1957,

the conference has brought together top

officials of the international offices of 18

Christian churches and denominations

for informal discussions.

The secretary of the Pontifical

Council forPromoting ChristianUnityhas

represented the Vatican at the meetings,

which also include representatives of

the Anglican Communion, mainline

fflGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 4145 Johnson St., hosts Hope Of Seeing

Everyone Again (HOSEA), a program to invite

Catholics who have distanced themselves from the

Catholic Church to return. This small group meets

Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m., Nov. 14-Dec. 19, to discuss

various issues and concerns and to receive pastoral

referrals and guidance. For more information,

contact Larry Kwan at (336) 688-1220.

GREENSBORO — The Reemployment Support

Group of St. Paul the Apostle Church will meet Nov.

9, 7:30-9 p.m., in Room 8 of the Parish Life Center,

27 1 5 Horse Pen Creek Rd. Ifyou are currently out of

work or looking to make a career change, join us for

encouragement, support and informative topics to

help you in your job search. For more information,

call Colleen Assal at (336) 294-4696, ext. 226.

GREENSBORO — All Irish-Catholic women are

invited to participate in the Ladies Ancient Order

of Hibernians, a social, cultural and charitable

group for an ongoing series of fiui and informative

activities. LAOH will meet Nov. 14 at 7 p.m. in the

Kloster Center of St Pius X Church, 2210 N. Elm
St A representative from the Greensboro Police

Department will speak on "Safety during your

holiday shopping." Please join us for refreshments

and to learn more about our group. Any questions

can be directed to Mary Gifif at (336) 855-7014.

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council of
Catholic Women announces its annual Memorial

Mass for its deceased members, relatives and friends

Nov. 15 at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715 Horse

Pen Creek Rd. The 11 a.m. Mass will be followed

by lunch. For more information, call Carmen Wood
at (336) 545-9266.

HICKORY VICARIATE
MORGANTON — "Called by name: Following

your personal spirituality" will be presented at St.

diaries Borromeo Church, 728 West Union St, Nov.

11, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Father Ken Whittington,

pastor, and Dr. Ronda Chervin will lead this day of

exploration for musicians, singers, artists, writers,

actors, dancers, photographers, sculptors, weavers,

Protestant federations, Orthodox
churches, Mennonites and others.

The group does not engage in an

official dialogue, but rather serves as a forum

for sharing information about the official

dialogues and ways to support them.

"The theological dialogues in which

many Christian world communions
have been engaged are characterized

by a commitment to move beyond the

things that divide, toward the imity in

Christ which we seek," said the pope.

"However ... we must not lose sight of

the final goal: full visible commimion in

Christ and in the church."

The world needs to hear the Gospel

and the Christian message of hope, he

said, but that message is clouded when
Christ's disciples are divided.

Despite many obstacles, "we firmly

believe that the Holy Spirit is ever

present and will guide us along the right

path," said the pope.

and other crafts persons and appreciators of

the arts. Topics will include spirituality and

beauty, healing ofemotions through the arts, new
ways of opening to God's love and inspiration,

listening to sacred music and more.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
MOORESVILLE — A Support Group for

Parents Who Have Lost a Child ofartyAge meets

the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at

St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley School Rd.

We draw sfrength from others' experience of

loss and grief For more information, call Joy at

(704) 664-3992.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the Fatima

Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Dave Bowe will

present "Spiritual Growth: Reflections from Life

Abroad" Nov. 8. The sacrament of reconciliation

will be offered at 12 p.m. in the chapel. For

more information and to RSVP, call Sister Kathy

Ganiel at (336) 624-1971 or e-mail kganiel®

triad.rr.com. Walk-ins are welcome.

CLEMMONS — A Charismatic Prayer Group

meets Mondays at 7:15 p.m. in the eucharistic

chapel ofHoly Family Church, 4820 Kiimamon
Rd. Join us for praise music, witness, teaching,

prayers and petition. For more details, call Jim

Passero at (336) 998-7503.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@chariottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

l9

iff

Nov. 7— 11 a.m.

Presbyteral Council

^|Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

*:

<iMov.7-7p.m.
a^lSacrament of Confirmation

James the Greater Church, Concord

Nov. 8— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of the Assumption Church, Chariotte

Nov. 9— 6:15 p.m.

Room at the Inn of the Triad,

Greensboro

Pope mourns dead, including Muslim
leader, after Nigerian plane crash

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI mourned the deaths of

about 100 people, including the spiritual

leader ofNigeria's Sunni Muslims, in an

airline crash.

The pope prayed for those who died

after a plane crashed Oct. 29 immediately

after takeoff from the Nigerian city of

Abuja. Only a few passengers survived.

Ofiicials said among those killed in

the crash was Muhammadu Maccido,

spiritual leader of the country's Siumi

Muslims.

The pope expressed his deep sadness

over the "tragic air disaster in Nigeria" in

a telegram sent Oct. 30 fi"om the Vatican

secretary of state, Cardinal Tarcisio

Bertone, to Archbishop John Olorunfemi

Onaiyekan ofAbuja.

Hands of freedom

"His Holiness wishes to convey his

heartfelt condolence to the families of

all who mourn their loved ones," the

telegram said.

Archbishop Felix Alaba Job of

Ibadan, president of the Catholic

Bishops' Conference of Nigeria, told

Catholic News Service Oct. 30, "It is

tragic and unfortunate that Nigeria Has

been witnessing several plane crashes in

recent months."

The Abuja crash was the third major

plane crash in Nigeria this year.

Archbishop Job urged that "proper

attention is paid to the aviation

industry."

He also urged the federal government

to update aviation equipment such as

radar and control towers.

CNS PHOTO BY Thaier al-Sudani, Reuters

A U.S. soldier from the 1 72nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team shakes hands with a boy at a checkpoint

in Baghdad, Iraq, Oct. 27. The U.S. military complied Oct. 31 with Iraqi Prime Minister Noun al-Maliki's

demand that checkpoints around the Shiite slum of Sadr city in Baghdad be removed.

Bishop seeks steps to halt persecution of

Christians in Iraq

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Bishop

Thomas G. Wenski of Orlando, Fla.,

chairman ofthe U.S. bishops' Corrmiittee

on International Policy, has asked U.S.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice

to "take several specific measures"
to reverse the growing persecution of

Christians and other minorities in Iraq.

In a recent letter to Rice, Bishop

Wenski said the bishops feel "deep

concern and growing alarm at the rapidly

deteriorating situation of Christians and

other religious minorities in Iraq."

Among steps he urged the U.S.
government to consider are the creation of

a new administrative region in the Plain

of Nineveh area, where many Iraqi

Christians live, and the adoption ofa "more
generous refiigee and asylum policy"

to assist displaced Iraqi Christians.

Bishop Wenski said he was waiting

on behalf of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops.

"The growing and deliberate

targeting of Christians is an ominous

sign of the breakdown in Iraqi society of

civil order and interreligious respect and

represents a grave violation of human
rights and religious liberty," Bishop

Wenski wrote.

Because of violence, he said,

"Christians continue to decline from a

prewar population of over 1 .2 million to

a current estimate of about 600,000."

"The recent beheading of a Syriac

Orthodox priest in Mosul, the crucifixion

of a Christian teenager in Albasra, the

frequent kidnappings for ransom of

Christians including four priests, ... the

rape of Christian women and teenage

girls, and the bombings of churches

are all indicators that the situation has

reached a crisis point," he wrote.

He also urged the U.S. government

to work with Kurdish authorities who
control areas of northern Iraq where

many Christians are fleeing.

Bishop Wenski called for "an urgent

review of economic reconstruction aid

programs" to assure that aid is distributed

fairly to all sectors of Iraqi society.
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For the least among us

Courtesy Photo

PGA professional golfer Chip Beck (right) is pictured during a golf event at Skybrook Golf Club in

Huntersville Sept. 25 to benefit the "Foundation for Our Future" capital campaign at St. Mark Church in-

Huntersville. Beck is the brother of parishioner Mary Stapleton. The capital campaign began last year

to raise funds to build a new church.

Also pictured are (from left) Jason Stapleton, Beck's nephew; Corey Breece; and Jeff Thomas, a golf

pro at Skybrook.

Attention: Homeo%vners...Have a piumbiiig problem? Dotrf Panic!...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't gtvc you a real

appointment time and keep >'0u waiting ail day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving The Entire Charlotte Diocese Area

www.3waypiunibing.com Proud member of St. James Church

St. Tkerese Catkolic Ckurck
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
COME FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS,

FOOD AND FUN!
Saturday - November II

8:30 am to 1:30 pm

We'll help inspire your holiday decorating

and give you some great gift ideas!

• Beautiful handmade crafts

• Festive seasonal wreaths

• Gorgeous gift baskets

• Quality photos with Santa!

• Bake sale . . . and more!

Breakfast and Itincli for sale, too
217 Brawley School Road (1-77 exit 33) Mooresville

Courtesy Photo by Fred Hogah

Above: Brian Finnerty, a member of Knights of Columbus Council 8509 at Holy Family Church in Clemmons,

and his son, Andrew, tal<e part in the Knights' Operation LAMB (Least Among My Brethren) Tootsie

Roll drive outside a Kernersville-area Wal-Mart Sept. 9. During the drive, which ran Sept. 8-Oct. 8, the

Knights collected more than $1 5,800. Distribution to various organizations will be in early 2007. Last

year, proceeds benefited schools, senior services and Special Olympics in Forsyth County

Below: Members of Knights of Columbus Council 8886 at Sacred Heart Church in Brevard and others are

seen during the council's Operation LAMB drive at the church Oct. 21 . Pictured: (back row) Seminarian

Joe Kaup, Marty Felker, John Banas, Chuck Saleski; (front row) Debbie Felker, Lil Saleski. The money

collected benefits the mentally challenged in Transylvania County

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

*** Now with 3 locations to serve you

Up to 24-hour care

V Hygiene assistance

^ Meals

Light housekeeping

« Companionship

V Errands/shopping

V Respite

l/lsitina. Angels]

Asheville

828-665-3944

Charlotte

704-549-4010

Mooresville

704-663-1065

I
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CCHD encourages advocacy

efforts here, abroad

CCHD, from page 1

McCreesh Place incorporates hall

meetings and the resident association in

the communal single-resident occupancy

housing setting. Residents volunteer at

the facility and in the neighborhood.

Support Services staff encourage

residents to increase their skills and to

participate in job training. They assisted

Morton in obtaining names and phone
numbers so he could lead the advocacy

efforts with Department ofTransportation

and CATS representatives to move the bus

stop to a more accessible location.

The original location was between

a driveway and a fence, which made it

difficult for those in wheelchairs to board

and exit the bus. Negotiating the path to

the bus stop was difficult for Morton,

who wears a prosthesis.

When city and CATS employees

came for a fact-finding visit, Morton
presented a petition containing nearly

100 signatures, including all 64 men who
live at McCreesh Place as well as staff,

board members and several neighbors.

The relocation request was quickly

approved with the addition of a shelter

and a bench, as well as a concrete ramp
for those in wheelchairs to access the

bus. Progress slowed down for several

months, but Morton persisted with

follow-up phone calls throughout the

nine-month process.

An added bonus to Morton's effort is

that the bus stop across the street also was
moved to a better location and upgraded.

Since 1970, CCHD has worked to

break the cycle of poverty for thousands

of people. CCHD is awarding nearly

$9 million in grants this year to support

projects working to eliminate the root

causes of poverty in the United States.

The grants will be distributed to

326 projects in 47 states, the District of

Columbia and Puerto Rico.

CCHD funding comes from
Catholics who contribute to an annual

fall collection, which will be taken up in

parishes Nov. 18-19.

In 2005, the Diocese of Charlotte's

CCHD collection topped $170,000 for

the first time with a total of $173,359.87.

The diocese was second in the nation

afl:er the Diocese of Anchorage for per-

Catholic giving with $0.82 per Catholic.

Three-fourths of the collection is

sent to the national CCHD office in

Washington, D.C., to fimd educational

programs and national level grants.

CCHD grants between $5,000 and
$50,000 in annual national-level funding

for community organizing and for

economic development.

Contributions from the Diocese

of Charlotte for national-level CCHD
grants between 1972 and 2005 totaled

$1,709,466. From 1977 to 2006,
$1,930,675 has been awarded in the

Diocese of Charlotte for 60 national

CCHD grants.

Local grants between $500 and

$5,000 are awarded for one year. Since

1977, $489,696.48 has been awarded to

356 organizations in local CCHD grants

across the 46 counties of the diocese.

WANT MORE INFO?

Applications for CCHD grants will be

available Nov. 15, 2006 with a postmark

deadline of Feb. 15, 2007. For more info

on CCHD national and local grant pro-

grams, contact Terri Jarina with Catholic

Social Services' Office of Justice and

Peace, at (704) 370-3234 or thjarina®

charlottediocese.org.

4. Join our Oratorian Congregation to

' SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHER
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves Cod's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

B Find out more about serving God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 11 586
Rock Hill, SC 2973 1 - 1 586

The Asheville Vicariate invites you to a

DayofReflectionfeaturing

Dr. Scott Halm
internationally known theologian, author,

speaker and professor at Franciscan University

Immaculate Conception Church, Hendersonville
Saturday, Dec. 9 10am - 4pm
Tickets must be obtained in advance.

A $10 donation includes lunch.

Call 828-697-7420 or your parish office for details.

Spreading stewardship

Courtesy Photo by Barbara Gadoy

Parishioners of St. Pius X Church in Greensboro present information on stewardship at their booth at

the annual International Catholic Stewardship Council meeting in Boston Oct. 1 -4.

Diocese, parishes represented at international conference

BOSTON — Nearly 2,000 Catholic

stewards from around the globe recently

had a chance to see how two parishes

in the Diocese of Charlotte embrace
stewardship.

St. Pius X Church in Greensboro

and St. Matthew Church in Charlotte

were showcased at the parish fair

exhibition during the International

Catholic Stewardship Council's annual

meeting in Boston Oct. 1-4.

Each year, 24 parishes from around

the world are invited to share their

stewardship efforts with conference

participants.

"St. Matthew and St. Pius X churches

are outstanding models ofhow to promote

stewardship among "the faithful of the

parish," said Barbara Gaddy, associate

director of development for the Diocese

of Chariotte.

St. Matthew Church's stewardship

video, "Every Day is a Gift," played

for visitors to the parish's booth. Pat

White, parish director of volunteer

ministries, and Joe Linus, chair of the

parish stewardship committee, shared

their stewardship materials and answered

questions about how their large Charlotte

parish brings stewardship messages to its

more than 5,000 households.

Thanks to generous members of

the Greensboro business community,

St. Pius X Church's booth captured

participants' attention with free bottles

of North Carolina barbecue sauce. Staff

members Pat Spivey, Tracy Welliver

and Toni Redifer joined stewardship

committee members Gary and Lynne Fly

to answer questions, give away samples

of their stewardship materials and share

experiences of promoting stewardship in

their parish.

Representing the Diocese ofCharlotte

on the conference's speaker platform

were Gaddy; Jim Kelley, director of

development for the diocese; and Tim
Garrison, former chairman of St. Matthew

Church's stewardship committee.

Gaddy's presentation, "Children

are Stewards, Too!," provided concrete

ways to include children in parish

stewardship efforts. Kelley spoke on

planned giving, while Garrison spoke

on "Communicating the Stewardship

Message."

RELATED COVERAGE
Please read Bishop Peter J. Jugis' column

on Stewardship Awareness Sunday "on

page 14.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on promoting stew-

ardship as a way of life in your parish, con-

tact Barbara Gaddy at (704) 370-3302 or

e-mail bagaddy@charlottediocese.org.

marylmmaculata.com

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES

FULLY STOCKED AND READY FOR FALL!

We're brimming over with the latest in Catholic books, new Bible

study materials, spiritual gifts for special occasions, Bibles, artwork,

rosaries - a wide inventory awaits you at both locations!

704^655-9090
19905 W.Catawba Ave., #106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28

(Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

70-4-342-2878
4410-F Monroe Road,

Charlotte, 2820S

$5 off all purchases of $35 or more. Present coupon.

Not valid with any other offers. Expires 11/30/06
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Sisters of Mercy relocate

administrative offices

Belmont location selected; plan part

of restructuringy strengthening efforts

CINCINNATI, Ohio — Leadership

members of four regional communities

and two regions of the Sisters of

Mercy recently announced the

selection of Belmont, N.C., as the

location of their new South Central

administrative offices.

This decision, announced Nov. 1,

is part of a major restructuring plan to

strengthen the mission and ministries

of the Sisters of Mercy while reducing

duplication ofmanagement functions.

While similar moves and mergers

are occurring throughout the Institute

of the Sisters ofMercy of the Americas,

the Belmont headquarters will be home
to the former regional communities

and regions of Baltimore, Cinciimati,

Guam, Jamaica, North Carolina and

St. Louis.

The group includes more than 800

Mercy sisters and 600 associates and

companions.

The Sisters of Mercy considered

three potential sites for the community's

new administrative offices.

"Using a reflective process, we took

an in-depth view ofeach site, weighed the

pros and cons for each and considered the

alternate uses of each site," said Mercy
Sister Paulette Williams, president of

the Sisters of Mercy of North Carolina

in Belmont.

"Through our assessments, we
concluded that Belmont holds the most

benefits to serve as our administrative

site," she said.

Traditionally, the community of

religious women, founded by Catherine

McAuley, serves in the areas of health

care and education, with special attention

to the needs ofwomen and children.

Creative new ministries in recent

years include housing for those of

low and moderate income, work with

immigrants and new citizens, as well as

expanded social services.

According to a press release

announcing the changes, locating the

South Central administrative hub in the

Charlotte area strengthens the presence

of the Catholic religious community
in the South, which has long been
represented by the Sisters of Mercy of

North Carolina in Belmont, part of the

merging South Central group.

Sister Gamber receives
award for chaplain work
Retired sister honored for years of

ministering to sicky dying

WINSTON-SALEM— Sister of St
Joseph Dennis Eileen Gamber recently

received a Distinguished Service Award
fi-om the Wake Forest University School

ofMedicine Medical Alumni Association

for her dedication as a hospital chaplain.

Sister Gamber, 90, retired in 2005

to live with the Sisters of St Joseph in

Flourtown, Pa.

The award, presented during the

school's Dean's Leadership Circle

Dinner Oct. 5, was accepted on her

behalf by Joanne Parcell, a chaplain

at North Carolina Baptist Hospital,

and her son, Thomas Parcell, 16, a

former patient.

Sister Gamber joined the convent

in 1934. Her teaching career stretched

fi-om 1936 until 1985, when she began

fiill-time work, often working six days a

week, as a chaplain to Catholic patients at

North Carolina Baptist Hospital.

"Of all the blessings God has given

me, his greatest is (the opportunity) to

visit the sick and the needy," she said

during her goodbye celebration at St.

Leo the Great Church in Winston-Salem

in Jime 2005.

For those who are dying, she said, "I

Sister of St. Joseph

Dennis Eileen Gamber

love to help somebody get a peace and

calm before they are called, and to be

there for the family."

Sister Gamber is a founding and

lifetime board member of AIDS Care

Services in Winston-Salem. She has

received the "Be A Star" award fi-om the

hospital's patient relations department,

the Inspiration Award fi-om the Winston-

Salem Mayor's Council for Persons

with Disabilities and the Mother Teresa

Memorial Award fi-om the Knights of

Columbus ofthe Diocese of Charlotte.

BLACK CATHOLIC/:
CONTINUING TO GIVE

GLORY TO GOD
IN THE HIGHE/T

CHARLOTTE DiOCE/AN DAY OF REFLECTION
IN PREPARATION FOR

^lATlo^4AL black catholic CONGRE// X
BUFFALO, NEW YORK - JULY U - 15, 2007

/ATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 9 AM - 430 PM
CATHOLIC CONFERENCE CENTER, HICKORY

THEME: "CHRLTT Lf WITH llf:

CELEBRATING THE GIFT/ OF THE /ACRAMENTT'

Purpose: The Day of Reflection is intended to plant the seeds for a meaningful and powerful

Congress experience, by enabling participants to begin prayerful reflection on the theme long

before the event; by providing input to NBCC staff and the presenters as ttiey prepare ft)r

Congress; and by building awareness of and enthusiasm in the Charlotte Diocese for the

upcoming Congress. In 2006, we hope that our diocesan gathering will promote Spirit-filled

reflection in anticipation of the 2007 theme, "Christ is with Us: Celebrating the Gift of the

Sacraments."

Process: The Day of Reflection for the Diocese of Charlotte will be held on Saturday, December

2, 2006, 9 am - 4 pm, The Catholic Center, Hickory, NC. Anyone who plans to attend the NBCC -

Congress X must attend this meeting. It will include a variety of activities from prayer and liturgy to

homilies, witnesses, small group discussions, or other activities, and results in written feedback to

the NBCC about the theme of the coming Congress.

Prerequisite:

Attendance at the Day of Reflection for each diocese remains a prerequisite for attendance

at the Congress. However, all are welcome to attend. So please complete the registration

form and return it by mail ASAP.

REGISTRATION - ONE PERSON PER FORM

Completed registration fonns must be received no later than November 18, 2006.

(Anyone planning to attend NBCC Congress X must attend a Day of Reflection. Attendance will be verified

by the Office of Black Catholics.)

Name: Age (Optional for those 30+)

Address:

Phone: E Mail Address _

Parish

:

*Note: Limited free transportation will be provided on a 'as needed-first come, first served basis' with

departures from St Mary's in Greensboro, with stops at Christ the King in High Point and St. Benedict the

Moor in Winston Salem; from Our Lady of Consolation in Chariotte, with stops at Queen of Apostles in

Belmont and SL Mchael in Gastonia. Pnkup up will begin at the first point by 7 AM. Depending upon

registration, some form of transportation may be provided from Asheville and other stops made on the two

above routes. Departure from the Catholk: Center will be at approximately 4:30 pm back to the designated

stops made in route to Hickory. (Circle answers below)

• WoukJ you ride the bus? Yes No

• What pKkup point woukJ you use?

• Are you interested in attending Ihe National Congress in July 2007? Yes No

• WouM you like to get involved witti the AAAA Ministry? Yes No.

• WouM you be willing to serve on committees to coordinate AAAM events? Yes No

Lunch will be provided by the Catholic Conference Center for $8.50. Attach your check or money order

to your registration form.

• If you have dietary restrictions, what are ttiey?

Signature_ Date

(All valkl registrations must be signed.)

^Check or Money Order attached for $8.50 for lunch made payable to African-African-American Affairs

Ministry.

Mail to: Aftican-Aftican American Affairs Ministry

Diocese of Chartotte

1123 South Church Street

Chartotte. NC 28203

Those desiring transportation win be contacted and informed of times and places of scheduled pickups.
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MECKLENBURG AREA CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

For over 70years, MACS has provided the

academic excellenceyou expectfrom a

Catholic school education. Children learn in

an environment where the teachings ofJesus

arepromotedand upheld as core values of

both school and life.

MACS has eight schools s«^ng PK-12.

1 123 Soutfi Oiurch Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Admissions Office: (704) 370-3273

MeddenborgAm Caftofie Sdioah

adrrm studentf ofanyrace cohf, sex, religion, and nattona!oretfmc origin.

Parish celebrates 70 years of

faith, service

SWANNANOA, from page 1

was sung in Spanish and English. The
entrance procession included 15 fourth-

degree Knights of Columbus from the

St. Lawrence, St. Barnabas and Great

Smoky Moimtain assemblies.

"Our parish is alive and growing,"

Father Seabo said. "Whether we're 80

years old or 20 years old, our parish is

young."

"After 70 years ofprayer and service

our parish is as young today as it was
(in 1936), because we are in the heart of

Jesus, who renews everything," Father

Seabo said.

Inside the church, near the main
entrance, the blue votive lights of the

shrine to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque

glowed during the Mass. St. Margaret

Mary (1647-90), a Visitatioa Sister, had
great devotion to Jesus' Sacred Heart.

In the mid-1900s, textile companies

were moving from New England to the

South. Bishop W.J. Hafey of Raleigh

dedicated St. Margaret Mary Church
Oct. 13, 1936, to serve the growing
number of Catholics moving to the

Swaimanoa Valley to work for these

textile companies.

Before St. Margaret Mary Church
opened, the nearest Catholic church was
St. Lawrence Church in Asheville, 20
miles away over dirt roads.

George Lemieux was on St. Margaret

Mary Church's building committee. He
and his wife. Opal, were married at St.

Lawrence Church (her home parish) in

1941, and are still active members of St.

Margaret Mary Church.

"The first fiimacewe had in this church

was a hand-fired coal fiimace," he recalled.

"We'd have to come in on Saturday to get

it started (for Sunday Mass)."

For years, Lemieux oversaw the

maintenance around the church.

"I resigned when I got to be 90,"

he said.

Lemieux, said Father Seabo, "is the

embodiment of our parish."

"It's been a work of love for me
all these years," Lemieux said before

he cut the congratulatory cake at the

anniversary reception.

"As a parish, we're people]oumeying
as God guides us," Father Seabo said.

"Our lives are young in Jesus. Even as

our bodies grow weaker, our souls grow
stronger"

That strength shows in parishioners'

commitment to the surrounding
commimity. They're involved in the St.

Vincent de Paul Society, Swannanoa
Valley Christian Ministries, Meals on
Wheels, a local food pantry, and with

the Presbyterian Home for Children in

nearby Black Mountain.

"I see the church as being visible to the

community because they take their faith

into the community," Fatiier Seabo said.

Rosie Palmisano is one such
parishioner. She teaches fitness classes

at the University of North Carolina at

Asheville and is advisor to the school's

Catholic student association.

"I always tell my students to thank the

Lord for what we have because our health

is given to us by the Lord," she said.

Palmisano joined the Catholic faith

at St. Margaret Mary Church in 1994.

"It was the faith of the members,

how they embraced the Lord and their

religion and how they made me feel

welcome," she said. "When they gave

the sign ofpeace, they embraced you and

shook your hand, and after Mass they

would talk to me."

Palmisano is an altar server, usher

and extraordinary minister of holy

Communion.
She organized parishioners for the

local Crop Walk Oct. 8 to raise money to

fight hunger locally and nationally.

"Yeah," she said, "this is a

great parish."

gave a Legacy Tlirou^k

an Enaowment

you estahlish an endowment with the

diocesan foundation, you...

Enatle Perpetual Support. Every year, your "legacy"

flows witli financial aid to tke minietn' you clioose.

Ensure a Strong Future. Allow a parisk, sclraol, agency

or tlie diocese to look akead and plan witk confidence.

Enact a Lasting Legacy. Pro\'ide your loved ones witk

a continuing reminder of your values — your faitk anu

tke mission of ike ckurck.

me ou/ic/aticon
nuiwii CglfcoBc Plocg— of Cfaariotte

To receive thefree booklet "Better Estate Planning" contactJudy Smith, Director ofPlanned Giving^

704-370-3320: 1123 S. Church St., Charlotu, NC28205. pnsmith@chaTlottediocese.org.
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Culture of

death must be

fought, says

apologist

BANQUET, from page 1

people attended the 12th annual banquet

benefiting Room at the Inn, held at the

Charlotte Convention Center Oct. 26.

Room at the Inn is a Catholic

maternity home in Charlotte that offers

pregnancy assistance for unmarried

pregnant women and their babies, both

bom and unborn. Since 1994, Room at the

Inn's residential program has served 400

mothers and children. The non-residential

programs, established in 2004, have served

more than 550 mothers and children.

"The reason we're here tonight is

to support this wonderful organization.

Room at the Inn ... to protect the unborn

children, to help their mothers, to offer

them choices, but there's a bigger picture

even beyond that," said Madrid.

The "tidal wave of the culture of

death is upon us," he said. Abortion is

"killing the West. It is leading in the

direction of some terrible dilemmas that

will face this country and other western

countries in the not-so-distant future,

certainly within our lifetimes."

"The menace ofabortion, the menace
of the culture of death, must be opposed,

in all its many forms," said Madrid, who
has been active in Catholic apologetics

since the late 1980s.

Apologetics is the systematic defense

of Christianity. The word "apologetics"

comes fi-om the Greek "apologia," which

means to create a defense.

Madrid is a familiar figure to EWTN
viewers as the host of three EWTN
television and radio series: "Pope
Fiction," "The Truth About Scripture and

Tradition," and "Search and Rescue."

He also is the publisher of Envoy
magazine, a Catholic journal of
apologetics and evangelization; has

written several books on apologetics;

and has produced many tape sets

defending the Catholic faith. He and his

wife, Nancy, have 1 1 children.

Madrid said fertility rates have fallen

dramatically in the western world due to

abortion and contraception.

'CRS.
CATHOLIC RtllEf SEtrVICtS

"Contraception is amentalitythatgives

rise to the possibility of seeing someone

only so far as he or she is beneficial or

convenient to others," he said. "This door

leads to a very real and grave problem we
face today, and that is abortion."

And like the people who sailed on

the Titanic, he said, "we are faced with

a looming iceberg of global aging that is

directly caused by abortion."

Global aging is becoming a concern,

he said, due to the declining fertility and

longer lifespans.

"The good news is ... we live in a

time when medical science is capable not

only of prolongmg life, but also making

the quality of life so much better," said

Madrid. "The bad news is ... fewer

people being bom will cause not enough

people to be in the workplace to support

this ever-growing superstructure of

elderly people ... who are not working,

who will need medicine."

Global aging's cost will be difficult to

predict and compensate for, he said, and

will have direct economic implications

in the billions of dollars that will dwarf

all other challenges faced by society.

"One of the dilemmas will be, what
• do we do with all the old people?" said

Madrid. "And in a materialistic society,

which values life only so far as it's

beneficial to others in some way, what do

you think will happen?"

Terri Schindler Schiavo, a comatose

Florida woman who died in March 2005

Making your will?

Request a free Wills Kit from

Catholic Relief Services.

It will help you practice good stewardship

and create a lasting legacy to help

the poor overseas.

1-800-235-2772 ext.7318

Photos by Kevin E. Murray

Left: Cindy Brown, Room at the Inn's executive

director, presents Father Conrad Kimbrough with

an outstanding service award during a fundraising

banquet in Charlotte Oct. 26. Above: Patrick

Madrid speaks on the culture of death.

after the Supreme Court approved the

removal ofher feeding tube, is an example

of the culture of death, said Madrid.

"It became the decision of other

people who decided that her quality /)f

life was not up to their standard of living,

so they conspired to murder her," he said.

"That case was the tip ofthe spear— what

we saw there is going to grow and produce

more terrible situations just like that."

Madrid said Catholics must take

"decisive action today" to fight the

culture of death on all its fronts —
abortion, euthanasia, cloning.

"We cannot sit here and be

complacent. We cannot stand by and

watch these terrible things xmfold before

our very eyes and then say later on that

we should have done something but

didn't know what to do."

What to do? Madrid said Catholics

must live, speak and suffer for the truth.

And that requires action and a willingness

to change.

"Let's not leave here tonight without

committing to heroic action of our own,"

he said.

The banquet was the most successful

one in Room at the Inn's history, raising

more than $200,000, according to Cindy

Brown, executive director.

"We were overjoyed by the

tremendous response to this year's

banquet," said Brown.

"I was moved by the overwhelming

regional support for and love of this

organization," said Jeannie Wray, Room
at the Inn's director of development. "As
a fiind-raiser, I feel privileged to be a part

of an organization that has such positive

community impact."

During the banquet. Father Conrad

Kimbrough received the Mgsr. William

Wellein Outstanding Service Award.

Father Kimbrough, a native of

Salisbury who has served in parishes

throughout the Diocese of Charlotte,

helped found Room at the Inn in 1994.

He has long been an outspoken

advocate for the unbom. He has regularly

prayed outside abortion clinics — twice

being incarcerated for doing so — and

attends pro-life rallies such as the national

March for Life in Washington, D.C.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on Room
at the Inn, visit www.rati.org, or call

(704) 5254673.

PEOPLE OF FAITH AGAINST

THE DEATH PENALTY
iwitepntoour

12th Anniversary Awards Banquet

Saturday, November 18 - 6:30 pm

St. Gabriel Catholic Church - 3016 Providence Road - Charlotte

Join us in honoring:

St. Peter's Catholic Church - from which grew the Charlotte Coalition for a Moratorium Now

(CCMN): Faith in Action Award

Ted Frazer - co-founder and former coordinator of CCIVIN and NC Coalition for a Moratorium:

Rev. Robert E. Seymour Award

James Cooney - death penalty attorney who worl<ed to educate faith communities on the

death penalty: Community Service Award

James Megivern - author of The Death Penalty: An Historical and Theological Survey faith

community organizer: Community Service Award

Marilyn Ozer - death penalty attorney, faith community organizer: Community Service Award

The Hon. Pricey Harrison: The Rev. Hall Partrick Award (from Greensboro Chapter of

PFADP)

PEOPLE
OF FAITH
AGAINST
THE DEATH
PENALTY

Keynote Speaker: David Kaczynski

Founder of Unibomber Survivors Fund and brother of Ted Kaczynsld

Executive Director of New Yorkers Against the Death Penalty and national leader in

Special reduced ticket price for The Catholic News & Herald Readers!

Tickets for Catholic News & Herald readers are $50 each if ordered by Nov 14 ($75 thereafter). Mention this

ad or write "News & Herald" in check memo. Make checks payable to PFADP and send to PFADR 110 W. Main

St., Suite 2-G, Carrboro, NC 27510. To use credit card or for information, call (919) 933-7567 or visit

www.pfadp.org.



November 3, 2006

FROM THE COVER
The Catholic News & Herald 9

Palestinian teens teach,

learn in Charlotte

FREEDOM, from page 1

W Haneen, four other Christian students

and their teacher have spent the past

six weeks in Charlotte enjoying the

everyday freedoms of Americans, while

sharing their stories about life in the Holy

Land with more than 25 groups, parishes

and schools.

The students were taking part in

the Children's Peace Project, which is

sponsored by the Holy Land Christian

Ecumenical Foundation. The foundation

seeks to "replace despair with hope,

fear with security, and humiliation

with human dignity" in the Holy Land,

according to the organization's Web site.

1
The Children's Peace Project is an

effort to make a personal cormection

between western Christians and the

Christians living in the Holy Land.

Each student lived with a family from

St. Matthew Church and attended Holy
Trinity Catholic Middle School during

their stay in Charlotte.

"I came to America to be an

ambassador for the Holy Land," said

Tania Shomaly, who lives in Beit Sahour,

a town of about 14,500 residents located

southeast of Jerusalem.

I

Tania, Haneen and their companions.

Mariana Tanas, Dima Khalil and Yacoub

Sayej, and their chaperone, Sally

Kaissieh, spoke with The Catholic News
& Herald Oct. 30.

Yacoub was on a field trip with his

classmates and could not be interviewed

for this story.

In the past few years, restrictions

on the everyday comings and goings of

Palestinians, both Christian and Muslim,

have been increased. These include

going through checkpoints, which can

take several hours, and people are often

denied access.

"We can't move from one Palestinian

city to another without going through

checkpoints," said Kaissieh, who teaches

religion in Bethlehem. "We feel like we
are being kept prisoner in our cities.

Every year it is harder and harder."

"We are like birds without wings,"

she said.

Despite the restrictions on their

personal freedoms, none ofthe girlswould
consider emigrating from Palestine.

"We don't want to leave the Holy

Land," said Tania. "This is our home."

"We have the right to live our lives

in the Holy Land," said Kaissieh. "The

Jews have made life difficult for us,

humiliating and confroUing us."

"Even with all that has happened to

us, we don't hate the Jews — we hate

the actions of the government," Kaissieh

CSS
Catholic Sodal Services

Dioceae cfCharkxK

5th Annual

Vineyard of Hope
Wines Around the World
Wine Tasting 8c Auction

This annual fundraiser for Catholic Social Services

provides vital funds for the programs and services of CSS.

Get a group together and buy your tickets today!

Friday, November 10 — 7 p.m.

Charlotte Marriott SouthPark
(formerly known as The Park Hotel)

All proceeds benefit

Catholic Social Services *

The evening includes: Wine Tasting, Heavy hers d'oeuvres

Live entertainmentfrom 'The Sinatra Experience'

Silent Auction

Individual tickets are $75.

Discounted groups of eight

and sponsorships are also available.

CaU 704-370-3232 or

visitwww.vineyardofhope.org

Sponsored by: gA* Sisters of Mercy

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Mariana Tanas joins Jennifer Pendleton's Spanish class as they pray the "Our Father" in Spanish Oct.

30. Mariana is one of five Palestinian Christian students who have spent the past six weeiG in Charlotte,

attending Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School and visiting schools, churches and lay organizations, speaking

about life for Christians in the Holy Land.

said. "I hate what is happening to me and

to my life."

"Some people have been separated

from their families for five years," said

Coring for Chorlotte Areo Cotholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNEm SERVICE. INC.

Chariotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

Haleen. "My sister's fiance lives in

Jerusalem, but we can't visit him there.

He has to come to Birziet."

Over and over again, the girls said

their favorite thing about the United

States was the freedom, especially the

freedom to travel. They were amazed
that they didn't need permission to visit

Washington, D.C. and that they never

had to stop at a checkpoint during the

400-mile trip.

"We are all people created in God's

image," Kaissieh said. "We love all

people. We are brothers and sisters as

grandchildren ofAbraham."

What the Holy Land needs most, the

girls said, is support and understanding.

"Come and visit the Holy Land,"

said Haneen. "Pray for us. We need your

understanding."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the v^ay

• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas



10 The Catholic News & Herald November 3, 2006

Culture Watch A roundup of

Scripture, readings,

films and more

CNS PHOTO Br L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO

UOsservatore Romano: 145 years

as 'genuine face of the church'

BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Juggling a

phone, tapping out headline changes on

his keyboard and greeting yet another

visitor to his office inside the headquarters

of L'Osservatore Romano, Antonio
Chila' serenely glides through the myriad

of tasks that continually fly his way.

The chief editor of the Vatican

newspaper must keep scores of incoming

calls, e-mails, edited news articles, faxes

and requests on his radar and guide them

all to their proper place.

Freshly typed copy ofPope Benedict

XVI 's remarks in German from his Oct.

25 general audience lands on Chila's

desk just as the paper's German section

calls to say the text has been revised to

reflect the pope's spoken remarks.

Translators check each prewritten

papal text against what the pope actually

says, since he often speaks off the cuff.

Chila' then sends the modified copy

to the Secretariat of State for approval

before he can direct it to the layout staflF.

Published within the Vatican, the

semiofficial newspaper was bom 145

years ago during a highly tumultuous time

for the Papal States. Italy's imification

began in 1 86 1 , and thenewkingdom 's first

legislators declared Rome the capital.

Pontifical authorities supportedthe idea

of having a newspaper that would uphold

the importance of the Papal States and

the values they espoused. The first issue

of L'Osservatore Romano appeared in

Rome July 1,1861, and was "deliberately

polemical and propagandist," according

to the Vatican's Web site.

The paper's motto included two
snippets from the Gospels: "Unicuique

Suum" ("to each his own") and "Non
Praevalebunt" (the forces of evil "shall

not prevail"), said Chila'.

But over time the newspaper took on

a more objective and pastoral stance, and

today it prides itself in "presenting the

genuine face of the church and the ideals

of freedom," said Cardinal Tarcisio

Bertone, the Vatican's secretary of state.

L'Osservatore Romano became "an

instrument for spreading the teachings of

the successor ofPeter and for information

about church events," he said Oct.

24, inaugurating a new exhibit on the

newspaper's founding and history.

The exhibit showshow L'Osservatore

Romano has become a forcefiil champion
of human rights and a vocal proponent

of peaceful, nonviolent solutions to the

political and social upheavals of the 20th

century and beyond.

Each pope has used the paper as

an international soapbox to launch

appeals against "the useless massacre"

of World War I and to condenm anti-

Semitism, totalitarianism and "atheist

communism."
Chila' told Catholic News Service

Pope Benedict XVI reads the Vatican newspaper,

L'Osservatore Romano, in this 2005 photo. The

newspaper's editorial views correspond to Catholic

teaching and positions taken by the pope.

Oct. 25 that, just as it did then,

L'Osservatore Romano still exerts

"notable influence" in both political and

religious spheres.

Not only are readers 100 percent

certain that the exact words of the pope

and church officials appear on its pages,

but international news is treated with an

objectivity that journalists from either

political extreme find laudable, Chila' said.

The English edition alone reaches

more than 129 coimtries. Besides the

daily paper in Italian, L'Osservatore

Romano publishes weekly editions in

English, French, Spanish, Portuguese,

German and a monthly paper in Polish.

Though the paper "tries to be objective

to the utmost," Chila' said its content and

editorial conmient "come down hard" on

abortion, euthanasia and workers dying on

the job due to negligence.

"In these cases we are, let's say,

vecy critical against those who carry out

these crimes," which also include unjust

warfare, he said.

"When the pope takes a position, that

is our official position which we go with

and follow," he said.

AMERICA'S VIVEROS ROOFING

4.K nMm»

Member
Southern Piedmont

Charlotte

SpecieJists in Shingles

Licensed 8^ Insured

FREE ESTIAAATES

www.avroofing.com

704-320-4526— 704-622-8185

. WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: NOV. 12, 2006

Nov. 12, Thirty-second

Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:

1) 1 Kings 17:10-16

Psabns 146:7-10

2) Hebrews 9:24-28

3) Gospel: Mark 12:38-44

The gift that

keeps on giving

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Gift-giving always has been a

challenge for me. Besides factoring in

the time and money required, I usually

struggle with finding just the right gifl;,

one that will be unique to the recipient.

When I have the time, the present I

most liketo give is a quiltedminicomforter

that I make out of fabrics in the person's

favorite colors or from a print that

expresses his or her hobbies or interests.

It's a unique gift: of my own time and

creativity, and years later many of the

recipients — from children to college

students to adults— tell me that they still

enjoy using their quilts.

Last year my mother gave me a

personal blender that I use to make on-

the-run breakfast smoothies almost every

day, and when I do I invariably think

of her and thank her across the miles.

Although I don't unwrap that blender

anew each morning, I cherish it as a "gift

that keeps on giving."

Today's passage from the Letter to

the Hebrews emphasizes that the sacrifice

of Christ at Calvary is unrepeatable and
unique, in contrast with the annual bloody

offerings of animals in the Jerusalem

temple. "Once for all," Jesus' offering

took away the "sins of many."

Yet, the term "sacrifice" is often

applied to the Eucharist, much to the

objection and confusion of Christians

who criticize Catholics for offering Jesus

repeatedly, as if Calvary were somehow
not enough.

The Catechism of the Catholic

Church, in Paragraphs 1365-1368, is

very clear on this issue. Catholic teaching

affirms the uniqueness of the sacrifice at

Calvary, but because Jesus' self-offering

is "made present" and is visibly extended

to believers through the Eucharist and

because the church as Christ's body
is offering itself in union with Christ,

the Eucharist can indeed be called a

"sacrifice in an unbloody manner"— the(r

Lord offering himself, both once for all

and continuously throughout time for

each individual.

The poor but generous widow of

Zarephath sacrificed all she had so that the t
g

prophet Elijah could eat— resulting in an

endless supply of flour and oil. Likewise

Jesus, made eucharistically present in yov

and me, is the "gift that keeps on giving'

as we bring him to the world in generoui

and ceaseless offering.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOV. 5-11

Sunday (Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time), Deuteronomy 6:2-6, Hebrews 7:23-28, Mark

12:28-34; Monday, Philippians 2:1-4, Luke 14:12-14; Tuesday, Philippians 2:5-11, Luke 14:15-

24; Wednesday, Philippians 2:12-18, Luke 14:25-33; Thursday (Dedication of the Lateran

Basilica), Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12, 1 Corinthians 3:9-13, 16-17, John 2:13-22; Friday (St. Leo

the Great), Philippians 3:17-4:1 Luke 16:1-8; Saturday (St. Martin of Tours), Philippians

4:10-19, Luke 16:9-15.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOV. 12-18

Sunday (Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time), 1 Kings 17:10-16, Hebrews 9:24-28, Mark

12:3844; Monday (St. Frances Cabrini), Titus 1:1-9, Luke 17:1-6; Tuesday, Titus 2:1-8, 11-14,

Luke 17:7-10; Wednesday (St. Albert the Great), Titus 3:1-7, Luke 17:1-19; Thursday (St.

Margaret of Scotland, St. Gertrude), Philemon 7-20, Luke 17:20-25; Friday (St. Elizabeth

of Hungary), 2 John 4-9, Luke 17:26-37; Saturday (Dedication of the Basilicas of St. Peter

and St. Paul, St. Rose Philippine Duchesne), 3 John 5-8, Luke 18:1-8.

Abbotswood Senior Living

For more than 17 years, Abbotswood at i^^^l
Irving Park has built a reputation on

providing exemplary retirement living services to

independent seniors. Residents enjoy the largest

I and 2 bedroom floorplans in Irving Park,

delicious meals, a full-time wellness director and mondi-to-month rental

with NO BUY^IN FEES. Optional in-home health care services are

available. Call today to schedule your personal tour.

(336) 282-8870 AHBOrSWOOD
at Irving Park

lie onlyJitll service retirement living address in the heart ofIrving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

CI
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awaits you and your friends at the 39th

annual Southern Christmas Show. Discover

crafts and holiday decorations from near to

home and around the globe. Find gifts for

everyone on your list. Delight in all that's

Christmas wherever you are.

It's the South 's favorite holiday tradition.

N ember
19, 2006

tti

9
Charlotte Merchandise Mart

iVeekdays & Saturdays 1 0 am to 9 pm.

Sundays 1 0 am to 6 pm.

Adults: $8.00 door/$7.00 advance

Ages 6- 12: $3.00

Under 6 free with paying adult

Group rates available
«

%\\t Cliarlotte ©teenier
www.charlotte.com r

For more information call 704-376-6594

.SouthernChristmasShow.com QllistlTiaS
A Southern Shows Inc. Production ShOWT

New Orleans composer pens Mass
honoring Pope John Paul II

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Jay Weigel had

never composed a Mass before. But he

has his first Mass under his belt now: "The

Mass ofPope John Paul n the Great."

Nurturing the Mass from its

beginning to the present was an arduous

journey, complicated by the fact that

Weigel lives in New Orleans and was
buffeted by Hurricane Katrina.

The CD was going to be released a

year ago, but the hurricane interrupted

the final touches to the music.

"I had to call (the head of the record

label) and say, 'I don't have the time to

deal with this. I don't know what my
house is like. I don't know what my work
is like,'" said Weigel.

"I wasn't able to get on it (again)

until Easter time," said Weigel, who was
commissioned by the St. Louis Cathedral

in New Orleans to compose the Mass.

As it was, Weigel's house was not

flooded— the waters came within 20 feet

ofhis home. But he was only able to move
back this October to the Contemporary

Arts Center in New Orleans, where he is

executive director, after it sustained $2.1

million in damage.

Weigel was raised in St. Catherine

of Siena Church in New Orleans, and

is now a member of St. Pius Church

there, but "currently I go to the St. Louis

Cathedral now more than any other

place," he said.

For the past dozen years, Weigel has

arranged for concerts to be held nearly

every night in December at the cathedral.

Msgr. Crosby Kern, cathedral rector,

at one point told Weigel, "I'd like you to

write a Mass for Pope John Paul EI," who
was alive at the time. (The pope died

April 2, 2005.)

Weigel set to work. He sent drafts to

the cathedral, and got notes in return on

www.andersonfamilymed.com

V 11derson Familv

A Meiiiciiie

, . . Healthcare mth a heart.

Dr. E. Kelly Anderson is available to

help with all of your family's healthcare

needs. A graduate of the

Yale University School

of Medicine and the

residency program at

Carolinas Medical Center

- Union. Dr Anderson is

now accepting patients

of alt ages.

Dr. E. Kelly Anderson
*

Parishoner

Our Lady ot

Consolation, Charlotte

HOURS.

Mod, Tue, Th. Fri

Wednesday

Saturday

8;00 am

9 00 am:

9:1

4 00 pm

1^:00 pm

pen, {by appt.)

language use to make it usable at Masses

as well as for concert performances.

Weigel is now working on a "reduction"

of the Mass that requires only an organ

rather than a symphony orchestra.

"Stylistically, harmonically and
melodically," Weigel said, "I wanted

each movement to have a feel that

was geographically identifiable. In the

'Credo,' for instance, the chord structure

and the melody have a very Eastern

European structure to them."

The Mass debuted in spring 2005 at

the close ofNew Orleans' annual French

Quarter Festival.

"There were people at the concert

who handed me checks so we could

record the piece," Weigel said. "I said to

Father Kern, 'We're going to record it.'"

Weigel said he thought it would be

a "vanity press" recording, meaning it

would be self-financed, and he would

give the priest 500 copies he could sell

"over time and keep the money."

But Weigel sent the score to a fiiend

ofhis, who nms ajazz music label, MCG
Jazz Records. "Marty (Ashby) had a

distribution company that would get it

arotmd. He thought it deserved a wider

audience than just me handing it out to

my fiiends," he said.

Proceeds fi-om sales of the CD will

go toward repairing damage St. Louis

Cathedral suffered during the hurricane.

Weigel noted that he tried to

get Catholic commentator and papal

biographer George Weigel — they are

not related— to write the album's liner

notes but he couldn't get him to do it.

"I had read his mammoth book"—
"Witness to Hope," the papal biography

— but "he des not involve himself in

anything other than his own work,"

composer Weigel said.

"The Mass of Pope John Paul EI the

Great" was released Oct. 1 7, too recently

for composer Weigel to chart the public's

reaction.

"I'm in that great nervous stage," he

said, likening it to waiting for, or waiting

out, a hurricane. "In New Orleans we
have a lot of great nervous stages."

C
C
C

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte. NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafimeral.com

Steven Ku2ima
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Kni^ns ofColumbus
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St. Gabriel at St. Gabriel
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Saintly celebration

Courtesy Photo

"St. Gabriel," portrayed by music teacher Darrin Patterson, visits a classroom at St. Gabriel School in

Charlotte Sept. 27. The school's patron saint announced his visit to each classroom with a trumpet blast,

then spoke to students about the saint and left them with prayer cards. The visits were arranged by

the school's Faith Advisory Committee, a parent group committed to enriching the religious education

curriculum. Future visits by saints are planned, including an October visit from St. Francis of Assisi, and

the traditional visit from St. Nicholas in December.

Line of saints

Students at St. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem dress up as their favorite saints on i

Nov 1 . Represented saints included Sts. Joan of Arc, Therese, Bernadette and Joseph.

Courtesy Photo

I Saints' Day,

Classifieds

SERVICES

ABUNDANT LIFE HEALTH SOLUTIONS:
Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Improve

your health - Abundantly! Ask about FREE
Wellness Evaluations! Julie Leonard - Personal

Wellness Coach. (888) 803-ALHS

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For infomiation, call (704) 370-3332.

Children enjoy a tractor-drawn hayride an

dressing as their favorite saints during the "Ai

Saints Celebration — Trunk or Treat" at S

Michael Church in Gastonia Oct. 29.

The children were encouraged to dress as saini

to "celebrate our brothers and sisters in histor

who have lived the faith well," said Father Rog(

Arnsparger, pastor, who distributed prizes to th

participating children.

jurl

M
tmatf

Rachel's Vineyard Weekend Retreat

for Post-Abortion Healing

Upcoming Retreat: December 8-10

(Information: (336) 287-8421 or Rachelnetwork@sprynet.com)

Turn yourpain into hope, learn to forgive yourself,

and find the unconditional love of Christ.

Open to both men and women, Catholic

and non-Catholic, this retreat will give

you a chance to be nurtured and

supported by experienced retreat leaders.

You will not be rushed or hurried, but

allowed time to reflect and be open to the

gradual healing process.

All information is confidential.

Diutcf*? ofCimifA^

Sponsored by Charlotte Diocese Respect Life Office^

Catholic Social Services - 704-370-3229
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Helping our furry friends

Courtesy Photo

Four Girl Scouts from Hornet's Nest Council Troop 3504, three of whom are students at Holy Trinity

Catholic Middle School in Charlotte, are pictured with a doghouse they built as part of their service project

to earn a Bronze Award.For their project, the girls selected SPCA Alliance and baked more than 700 dog

biscuits and made more than 1 00 bandanas for adopted pets to wear when leaving the shelter. They

donated the doghouse to a family with an outside dog that lacks adequate shelter. The girls received

their Bronze Award pins during a ceremony Sept. 1 7. Pictured (clockwise from left): Carolyn Bahar, Marah

Hild-Laderbauche, Adele Clifford and Melanie Runkle. Carolyn, Adele and Melanie are seventh-graders

at Holy Trinity.

Respect Life winners

Courtesy Photo by Debby Oavb

Michael McDaniel, Stephanie Verdi and Courtney Guy, eighth-graders at Immaculate Heart of Mary School

in High Point, are pictured Oct. 26 as the winners of Immaculate Heart of Mary Church's Respect Life

Essay Contest. The annual contest, sponsored by the parish's Respect Life Committee, is open to all

eighth-graders at the school. The winners received certificates and cash awards during the school's

Wednesday Mass, Oct. 25.

Michael won first place for his essay on abortion; Stephanie placed second for her essay on abortion;

and Courtney won third place for her prose about children with mental disabilities.

Apply to theAbbey for fall 2007

!

Scholarships, financial aid, and housing available.

Inquire and apply online at:

BelmontAbbeyCoUege.edu

For more information call 1.888.222.0110 or email: admissions@bac.edu

BELMONT ABBEY
College
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Perspectives
A collection of

columns, editorials

and viewpoints
Responding with a gratefui heart

Stewardship Awareness Sunday is Nov. 12

Tackling the truth

in Baltimore
Secular press may focus on negatives, not

positives of U.S. bishops' meeting

From the

Bishop

BISHOP
PETER J. JUGIS

BISHOP OF CHARLOTTE

The U.S. bishops have almost

guaranteed a lot of news coverage for

their upcoming meeting.

The United States Conference of

Catholic Bishops (USCCB) will be

holding its bi-annual meeting in Baltirnore,

Md., Nov. 13-16. Why will this meeting

be different from others? The answer is

the three-letter word so dearly loved by

the media in America: S-E-X.

The 200 or so U.S. bishops meet

twice every year and discuss church

and social issues on a regular basis. At

their June meeting, the bishops approved

some minor changes in the language

of the Mass. On the social justice side,

the bishops called for comprehensive

immigration reform.

The meeting was covered in this

newspaper but received little notice

outside the Catholic press.

At this month's meeting the bishops

will discuss homosexuality and clergy

sex abuse, among other things. The status

of homosexuals in American society

is arguably the most popular topic in

secular news coverage.

And the scheduled clergy sex abuse

discussion will give radio and TV
talk shows the opportunity to bash the

Catholic Church yet again.

Homosexuality will be addressed

when the bishops vote on the statement,

"Ministry to Persons With a Homosexual

Mclination: Guidelines for Pastoral Care."

The guidelines, which have been

developed over the past four years,

clearly enunciate the doctrine of"hate the

sin, love the sinner" that is fundamental

to Christianity. The guidelines were

developed from Scripture and church

teaching and recognize that people

who engage in homosexual acts aren't

alone in their sex-related sinfulness.

The guidelines state, "because of both

Original Sin and personal sin, moral

disorder is all too common in our world

today, among both heterosexual and
homosexual persons."

The guidelines are important because

"more than a few persons with a

homosexual inclination feel themselves

to be unwelcome and rejected." The
statement calls for Catholic churches to

invite homosexuals to "take an active

role in the life of the faith community."

The statement also reiterates

opposition to same-sex marriage, civil

unions and the adoption of children by

gay couples and instructs ministers "not

to bless such unions or promote them in

any way."

Expect the secular press accounts to

focus on what the guidelines prohibit.

The sex abuse crisis returns to the

spotlight when the bishops consider

the expenditure of $350,000 to fund

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID HAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus tells

the story of a widow who has become a

symbol of faith, trust and true charity. He
recalls how the well-to-do people were

taking from their surplus and dropping

their offerings in the temple treasury.

A poor widow dropped in the

equivalent oftwo pennies— all that she

had to live on. We can only imagine the

confiision on the face of his Apostles

when Jesus said, "This widow ... has put

in more than all the others."

Her gift represented a total giving of one of us gives of our time, talent and

self— an act of faith and trust in God's treasure.

Divine Providence. We might ask ourselves these

We are all called to that same faith questions:

and trust in God; not by giving our last "Do I give of the first finits, like the

two cents to the Catholic Chijrch, but by widow, or do I give God the leftovers of

being good stewards of God's gifts to my life? Is everything I do centered on

us. God asks each of us to spend time in God through prayer, or do I pray only

prayer, searching our own consciences when I need something?

and responding to his generosity with "Do I give a proportionate amount of \

a continuing study of sex abuse in gratefiil hearts. time in service to others in my parish and
the church by the John Jay College of Stewardship is part of our response community, or do I think someone else

Criminal Justice, which reported the to our baptismal calling to be disciples will take care of that? Do I thank God i

original 50-year study of sex abuse that of Jesus Christ. It is an act of faith, trust for the talents he has given me by using

was published in 2004. and charity in which we return to God a them in parish and community volimteer i

The latest study will have three portion of the time, talent and freasure ministries, or do I use them only when 1

1

components. Itwillcomparetheincidence entrusted to us. am paid?

of sexual abuse of children by priests Stewardship is a way of life that "Do I truly recognize God as thei

over the past 50 years to sexual abuse of calls us to recognize God as the source giver of all that I have, or do I think I have t

children by the rest of society. The second of everything we have, we are and will somehow earned it 'all by myself?"

part will look at the institutional response ever become. Our response must be one The stewardship way of life takes a
]

of church leadership to the crisis. of gratitude. leap offaith — one that is countercultural
j

The third segment aims "to Stewardship Awareness Simday is to the messages we hear every day. I

understand on an individual level, how Nov. 12. It is atime toprayerfiilly reflect It calls each of us to ask some tou^l
priests with allegations of sexual abuse on the Gospel of the widow's mite and questions and respond with faith, trustjj

differ from other priests as well as (from) give serious consideration to how each and a gratefiil heart,

sex offenders who are not priests."

The findings of the study will be ~
, ; ;

reported in 2009.

The study will benefit the Catholic

Church as it seeks to prevent a » .. . . CjI:!....
reoccurrence of the sinful crime of LeUSlS 10 111" mitOr
sexually abusing children and to be

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

open about these fransgressions. It will

also help society by providing a better Dqorm/*ti 11 Cf I ifO lYIQW rCkft 1 1 1 KO
understanding of a criminal behavior rvCO|JCtrU I II lU IllCiy ICt|UliC
pattern that, unfortunately, continues to , "

I ^
occur far too often in homes and non- SOITIG VI0161106
church social settings.

But don't expect the media to say People of good will disagree about is wrong and that war is always wrongJ

"thank you" to the U.S. bishops or the political issues. Political truth is, by And while it's easy enough to say in ail

Catholic Church for continuing to air this definition, elusive. age of weapons of mass destruction thaJ

problem or for systematically addressing But the absolute pacifist position that the just-war theory needs to be revised
J

the larger societal issues. Tony Magliano advances in his Oct. 13 it's just as easy to argue that in sucll

Instead, we are likely to hear from column ("Respect Life, reject violence") an era a war may need to be fought t<f

people seeking payouts from diocesan simply is not consistent with the Catholic prevent their use.

funds and revenge-seeking advocates Church's historical teaching. In fact, it may be evil not to fi§

who will demand firings, demotions and,
j

While abortion always claims an such a war, ifthe deaths ofmillions couli(|

ifpermissible, public whippings. innocent victim and the church has be prevented.

Sex abuse victims may also speak always proclaimed this fact, it is not the — John Sahnon

up. Unlike some of the others, their church's position that capital punishment Gastonia

voices — painful as they often are

— must be heard as a continued reminder

to all of the life-altering consequences of WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
this crime.

You may experience a different slant
"^^^ Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250

, , , • wordsorless, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste,
when the secular press begms covenng ' ^ ^ ^ -a
the bishops' November meeting But To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, addr^ and daytime phone

is there any other American institution
number of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations

^, ^ J 1 . 1.- cc and edited for clarity, style and factual accuracy,
that clearly states its teachmgs, otters

.compassion and, when confronted with The Catholic News & Herald does not publish p(»fr^^

. ^ •
. , , .. J . Catho ic News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole

its own mistakes, admits wrongdoing .. .. .
, i^~„I„JL:,.^

, , ,,,,.,<-, or in part, in pnnt, electi^onic formats and archives,

and seeks ways to heal, both itself and ...„...j„«„ ^ „ », ^
society, of the scourge of abuse? Se"J 'etters to Letters to the Editor, The Cattidic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267. Charfotle. N.C.

a u ^1. u -iin-- u J 28237, or e-mail catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
Sex sells. Truth is bonng. Which do -

you want?
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Pope says saints encourage Catholics

to follow in their footsteps

BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Editor 's Note: In lieu of his weekly

general audience, the pope celebrated

Mass at the Vatican to mark All Saints

'

Day, Nov. 1.

VATICAN CITY — The saints of

the Catholic Church are a source of

inspiration, encouraging the faithful to

follow in their footsteps and experience

true happiness found with God's love.

Pope Benedict XVI said.

"Saints are for us friends and role

nodels of life," the pope said Nov. 1, All

Saints' Day.

Together with Christ, they point

jeople toward God and his divine plan,

;howing them how to "experience

he joy of someone who trusts in God
;)ecause the one real cause ofsadness and

mhappiness for humanity is to live apart

Tom him," the pope said.

During a Mass in St. Peter's Basilica,

he pope said God wants all his children

o strive for holiness and that "it is

)Ossible for everyone because (holiness)

s above all a gift of God more than an

tccompUshment ofmankind."

The community of saints, the pope

said, is "not a small elite caste, but an

infinite multitude" of people including

anonymous, unknown Christians who
"tried with love and fidelity to carry out

God's will."

To be holy does not mean having to

perform superhuman feats or "possess

exceptional charisms"; one simply must

serve Jesus by listening to and following

him "without losing heart when faced

with difficulties," the pope said.

All the saints had their own "way
of the cross" to surmount, and holiness

always necessitates overcoming some
kind of difficulty, the pope said. But

nothing "can block the path of the

Christian who follows the footsteps of

Christ," he said.

Pope Benedict said God never

abandons the faithful to "the hostile

and unknown forces" of the world; "he

takes care of us despite our sins and

our ingratitude," and "lovingly always

guides and helps us with his heavenly

mercy," he said.

Anticipating All Souls' Day Nov. 2,

Pope Benedict focused on the Christian

concept of eternal life during his Nov. 1

noonday Angelus to the faithful gathered

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

in St. Peter's Square.

The eternal life experienced in

heaven is "not only a life that lasts

forever, but (indicates) a new quality of

existence" where one is "fiilly immersed

in God's love" and is freed from evil and

death together with all of God's friends,

he said.

Perhaps for some, the pope said,

eternal life represents an old mythology

that no longer has any use in a modem
world, but people yearn and reach for

"something greater that transcends"

themselves.

Confronted with the great mystery of

death, many people still hope and wish

to find their loved ones in the afterlife,

he said.

During these days ofoffering prayers

for departed loved ones, the pope asked

that people also pray for all departed

souls, "especially for the most forgotten

and needy."

CRS's fair trade

initiatives assist

many here, abroad

The Roberts court faces its

first abortion challenge
Homicide oj partial hirth abortion must be stopped

As the newly configured Roberts

lourt takes up the constitutionality of the

jederal Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act,

Catholic hope once again is raised that

lie U.S. Supreme Court "justices" will

(ccomplish justice.

I We have been here before. When I

3rved President Ronald Reagan as his

|;gal counsel, we asked the court five

mes to overturn "Roe v. Wade" in order

\if ) return the issue to the states. The covirt

mjiftised, but said in reaffirming "Roe"
Ml 1992 that the states would retain a

ed aitical and legitimate" role in protecting

from the moment of conception.

In 2000, the state of Nebraska
tempted to do just that by banning

i^ hat all concede to be the most cruel

lulif abortion procedures — beginning

jlivery in order to pierce the infant's

Till for the purpose of draining out all

lance of life. Again the court dug in its

dicial heels.

Now it claimed Nebraska's law was
igue, might impede other abortion

actices and lacked a health exception.

There was nothing vague about
ebraska's law. And it is just plain

rwellian to hold that a "health"
xeption is needed, for something
|at overwhelming medical evidence

Idicates is never necessary to save a

|oman's life and that, itself, presents

l^uficant health risks.

Well, Congress is nothing if not

silient. The national legislature

yitened up the definition of the
led procedure.

i

A doctor must "deliberately and

intentionally" set out to do the "overt

acf' that he "knows will kill the partially

delivered living" child. No doctor can

go to jail for accidental behavior or for

undertaking other abortion procedures.

And on the issue of a health

exception. Congress heard extensive

medical testimony in fouf Congresses,

finding the following:

"The procedure [itself] poses
serious risks to the health of a woman
undergoing" it; "there is no credible

evidence" that it is "safe or safer" than

other procedures; and even the doctor

who developed it concedes it "never to

be medically necessary."

Of course. Planned Parenthood has

doctors who say the opposite.

But total medical consensus is

not the legal standard. If it were, the

objection of even a single doctor could

defeat any state regulation.

The standard created by the court

is whether the ban creates "a significant

health risk creating a substantial obstacle

for women seeking abortion in a large

fraction" of cases. No one has produced,

evidence of that.

And even if one wants to credit

the pro-abortion claims of risk, these

hypotheticals pale against the vital

interest of banning a practice bordering

on infanticide.

Surely the judicially invented

abortion right does not mean Congress is

entitled to no deference. Laws, after all,

are supposed to be products oflegislative

Guest

Column

DOUGLAS W.
KMIEC

CNS COLUMNIST

deliberation.

There is an even more basic point.

When "Roe" was argued in the 1970s,

one of the most liberal members of

the bench, Thurgood Marshall, made
clear that actions taken during the

childbirth process could not be shielded

by abortion.

By definition, Marshall meant,

an abortion "terminates a pregnancy,"

and every common medical dictionary

reveals that pregnancy ends with "the

onset of the birth process."

What then is the killing of a child in

the birth process— a practice Texas law

labeled "parturition"?

Here is the transcript from "Roe."
j

Let it speak for itself:
|

Justice Marshall: What does that

[parturition] statute mean?
Texas lawyer: Sir?

Justice Stewart: That it is an offense to

kill a child in the process of childbirth?

Texas lawyer: Yes sir. It would be

immediately before childbirth or right in

the proximity of the child being bom.
Justice Marshall: Which is not

an abortion.

Texas Lawyer: Which is not —
would not be an abortion, yes, sir. You're

correct, sir. It would be homicide.

What was a homicide Oct 11, 1972,

when "Roe" was argued is a homicide in

2006. Let us pray the new court is honest

enough to say so.

JOSEPH PURELLO
GUEST COLUMNIST

Catholic Relief Services (CRS),

headquartered in Baltimore, Md., is

the U.S. bishops' international relief

and development agency. During
October, CRS joined other international

development organizations in celebrating

National Fair Trade Month.

Through its Fair Trade initiatives,

CRS works overseas to provide assistance

to low-income coffee and cocoa farmers

and artisans. CRS also supports them

by promoting the purchase of CRS Fan-

Trade items in the United States.

CRS Fair Trade is rooted in the

principles of human dignity, economic

justice and global solidarity. By ensuring

farmers and artisans earn a fair price for

their coffee, cocoa and handcrafts, CRS
helps them provide for their families,

establish businesses, strengthen their

communities and build better futures.

CRS Fair Trade also assists farmers

and artisans by facilitating their access to

credit and technical assistance, thereby

helping them survive in a competitive

international market. Through promoting

and marketing their products, CRS works

to establish long-term relationships with

the farmers and the artisans who supply

items sold in the CRS Work of Human
Hands catalogue.

CRS Fair Trade helps producers

overseas by assisting in the formation of

cooperatives. Long-distance relationships

are also established among producers

overseas and consumers and shops in the

United States.

CRS Divine Fair Trade Chocolate is

made using only 100 percent fair-trade

certified cocoa grown by the members
of Kuapa Kokoo, a cocoa farmers'

association in southern Ghana. The
farmers own one-third ofDay Chocolate,

the parent company; sit on its board

of directors; share in the profits; and

participate in business decisions.

CRS works with more than 300

coffee farmers in Nicaragua and is in

the process of building relationships

with fanners in Bolivia, El Salvador,

Guatemala and Mexico.

CRS Fair Trade coffee distributors

are located in many U.S. cities.

Please consider hosting a CRS Fair

Trade sale to sell CRS Fair Trade crafts,

coffee and chocolate in your parish,

school, office or community. Doing
so helps farmers and artisans in many
nations and supports CRS programs; you

also receive a small portion ofthe sale for

your parish, school or organization.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on CRS Fair Trade,

visit www.crsfairtrade.org, or contact

Jacqueline DeCarlo at (410) 951-7508 or

e-mail jdecario@crs.org.
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Shrine's Our Lady of La Vang
Chapel a gift from Vietnamese-

Americans
BY CAROL GRIFFITH
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Archbishop
Donald Wuerl of Washington celebrated

Mass and dedicated a chapel to Our Lady
of La Vang, the Madonna of Vietnam, at

the Basilica of the National Shrine of the

Immaculate Conception Oct. 21.

The new chapel is a gift from
Vietnamese-AmericanstotheWashington

shrine, emphasizing the solidarity

between Catholics in the United States

and Vietnam. Approximately 5,300

people— from as far away as California,

Texas, Mississippi and Massachusetts
— attended the ceremony.

The story of Our Lady of La Vang
goes back to the 1 8th century. Begiiming

about 1798, the emperor of Vietnam,

during a period of political upheaval,

restricted the practice ofCatholicism and

persecuted believers.

Catholics fled to the nearby jungle,

known as the La Vang region, in central

Vietnam. Legend has it that the name
"La Vang" derives from the words for

"crying out," referring to the sounds the

displaced people made while attempting

to chase away wild animals or their cries

for help.

While in hiding, every night the

people gathered at the foot of a large tree

to pray the rosary. One night they saw
an apparition of a beautiful woman in a

native Vietnamese blue and white dress

and magnificent cloak, carrying an infant

son.

Aimouncing herself as the mother

of God, she consoled the people and

promised to receive their prayers. She

then gave the Catholics the leaves of a

fern to use to treat their physical illnesses

as a sign of her loving care.

Mary appeared many times at the

same place throughout nearly a century

of religious persecution.

Auxiliary Bishop Dominic M. Luong
of Orange, Calif., the first Vietnamese-

American bishop, gave the homily,

sharing his reflections on having recently

celebrated Mass at La Vang in Vietnam.

Although 117 Vietnamese martyrs

were canonized by Pope John Paul II

in 1988, there were more than 130,000

Vietnamese Catholics martyred for their

faith. Therefore, he said, all Vietnamese

Catholics are children of the martyrs.

He recalled the words ofOur Lady of

La Vang when she appeared to the people

there: "Your prayers have drawn me to

this place. From now on, the prayers of

everyone who comes here to pray will be

answered."

The chapel was planned as a sign of

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST OF IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 8 - 18, 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and leam of our

faith traditioris at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fuUtime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Highlights include

• spectaailar Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

• Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

• Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

• Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

• Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

• Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

• Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

• Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

• Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

• Beautiful Glendalough - 6"' century monastic site of St. Kevin

• Ehiblin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, CConnell Street, shopping — PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tovirs and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

For a brochure with complete details, call Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost

Tours at (800) 713-9800.

CNS PHOTO BY Mahhew Barrick, courtesy of the National Shrine

A girl participates in the dedication of Our Lady of La Vang Cliapel at tlie Basilica of the National Shrine of

the Immaculate Conception in Washington Oct. 21 . The chapel was a gift from Vietnamese-Americans.

devotion to, and hope in. Our Lady of

La Vang and to express gratitude to the

U.S. for taking in many Vietnamese

reflxgees, he said.

On this day, "the Vietnamese church

stands hand-in-hand with the American

church" in dedicating the chapel," he said.

The chapel contains many symbols

of Jesus and Mary and of Vietnamese

history.

Behind the altar, a column of red

marble holds a pedestal upon which
stands a 5-foot statue of Our Lady of

La Vang holding the infant Jesus. Each
color of the statue is marble obtained

from a different part of the world. The!

crown, headband and a starburst mosaic)

behind the statue are made of gold leaf

The walls and floor are marble, and the

ceiling above the altar is a dark blue

mosaic with 24 stars, which represent tht

hours of the daty.

On the walls, a plaque tells the storj

of the Marian image and two mosaic;

depict the Vietnamese rhartyrs and peopli

devoted to Our Lady ofLa Vang.

m
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THE CALL TO ACTION

Seminarian hopes

to follow in Jesus',

footsteps

BY KATHLEEN HEALY
^ SCHMIEDER
p. CORRESPONDENT

BREVARD— Thepriestly

vocation requires much from

those who are called. And for

Joseph Kaup, the call to serve

came through loud and clear.

"I had 'the call' a lot

of people experience," said

Kaup, a seminarian for the

Congregation of the Priests of

the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

"For a long time, I kept

denying it. I wasn't sure about

not getting married and having

a family, but finally I decided to

give it a try," he said.

Kaup, 23, ofBrevard, heard

the call through a variety of

channels, including his family,

community and encounters

during adolescence with two
Catholic leaders — Blessed

Mother Teresa of Calcutta and

Pope John Paul II.

See SEMINARIAN, page 7

Anniversary couples celebrate sacrament of matrimony

Photo by Karen A. Evans

A couple renews their marriage vows during the diocesan Anniversary Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in Charlotte

Nov. 5. Couples celebrating 25th, 50th and other milestone anniversaries were invited to the annual Mass.

BISHOP SAYS THE LORD IS

PLACED FIRST IN LASTING
MARRIAGES

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARI.OTTE — In 50

years of marriage, Frances

Sikso only thought of leaving

her husband, Andrew, once, but

she didn't.

"I had to go get supper,"

said the parishioner of St.

Mark Church in Huntersville,

laughing at the memory.

The high school sweet-

hearts said communication and

patience have been the secrets

to their long union.

The Siksos were among
174 couples invited to renew

their matrimonial vows during

the annual diocesan wedding

anniversary Mass and cele-

bration at St. Thomas Aquinas

Church in Charlotte Nov. 5.

Gathering together from

across the Diocese ofCharlotte,

49 couples celebrated 50 years

and 125 couples celebrated

See MARRIAGE, page 5

To build

bridges
VATICAN OFFICIALS DOWNPLAY
NEW TENSIONS OVER PAPAL
TRIP TO TURKEY

byJOHNTHAVIS
catholic news service

VATICAN CITY —
Vatican officials downplayed

new tensions over Pope
Benedict XVI 's planned trip

to Turkey in late November,
following a shooting incident

See TURKEY, page 6

Building a broader church
Parish celebrates mission with ecumenical service

BYjOANITAM.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

HAYESVILLE —
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Mission wrapped up its 50th

year by paying tribute to its

partners in outreach.

Father George Kloster,

pastor, thanked God for the

parish's many blessings

during an Oct. 26 service

commemorating the year.

"One of those blessings is*

to be in this community," Father

Kloster said. "The Glermiarys

recognized the importance of

collaborating with others in the

community."

Glenmary Missionary
priests were the first resident-

priests in western mountain

communities like Hayesville,

Murphy, Andrews and
Robbinsville.

Before Immaculate Heart

of Mary Mission became a

See MISSION, page 9

Photo by Joaniw M. I^llenbach

Parishioners of Immaculate Heart of Mary Mission and Hayesville residents join

hands to sing "The Lord's Prayer" during an ecumenical service Oct. 26.
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Around the Diocese

DSA surpasses goal; 'Granny'

opens attic for poor

I
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Culture Watch

Prayer book for Alzheimer's

caregivers; 'Stranger Than Fiction

I
PAGES 10-11

Parish Profile

Our Lady of Guadalupe

Mission honors Cherokees
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Current and upcom-
ing topics from around
the world to your own

HEAVENLY CALLS

ROCHESTER, N.Y. (CNS) —
Black-and-white attire plays heavily into

Father Paul Bonacci's identity— and it's

not just his priestly vocation that makes
this so.

On autumn Friday nights. Father

Bonacci trades in his Roman collar for a

striped jersey. In fact, his tenure as a high

school football official dates back further

than his priesthood.

Father Bonacci, a priest in the

Diocese of Rochester, said players are

often caught off guard when they learn

of his day job. While chatting with them

during breaks in the action, he asks if

they know certain people from their

community— then enjoys watching the

double takes when he tells them, "Father

Paul said to say 'hi.'"

For 15 years Father Bonacci, 47,

has committed his Fridays to officiating

games. The season "only goes for

a couple of months, but it's a great

group of officials I work with, a great

camaraderie," he said

He normally works as an umpire,

with his primary responsibility to stand

behind the defense and look for holding

penalties by offensive linemen. Umpires

also judge some passing plays.

It was as an umpire that Father

Bonacci enjoyed the highlight of his

officiating career last November —
working at his first state final. Father

Bonacci earned the assigrmient by virtue

of his top- 10 ranking among fellow

officials.

"Oh my gosh, it was such a thrill,"

he said of the final. In addition. Father

Bonacci has been named a past "official

of the year" by the Finger Lakes Chapter

of Certified Football Officials and is also

a football chaplain.

Yet these lofty credentials don't

always insulate him fi-om complaints.

One coach protesting a call said he

deserved better treatment because he

goes to church on Sundays — to which

Father Bonacci replied, "Well, go this

Simday and pray for my eyesight."

Then there was the fellow official

who lost his beanbag — an item used

to mark where the football should be

spotted. So Father Bonacci recited a

quick prayer to the patron saint of lost

items. Sure enough, the beanbag soon

reappeared.

Father Bonacci's love of football

began as a player in a Vince Lombardi

youth league in his native Waterloo.

He went on to play for Waterloo High

School. While still in high school, he

became involved in officials' work
through his father, Frank, who would

take him along on officials' meetings.

"I think sports are a wonderful thing,

especially for our youth," said Father

Bonacci. "It helps teach teamwork,
discipline and organization. I grew up in

sports and believe in sports — not just

being on the sidelines, but being in the

action. It's awesome."

Along with refereeing duties, Father

Bonacci serves as chaplain of the

Ithaca Police Department. He said these

connections often breed ministerial

opportunities that may not otherwise

arise.

"I've gotten questions about God
and Catholicism, made appointments to

talk about issues. I've gotten baptisms,

weddings and funerals out of it," he said,

adding that his presence in public venues

sends out a key message to youths about

vocations.

"Entering into religious life or the

diaconate doesn't separate you fi-om the

world," he told the Catholic Courier,

Rochester's diocesan newspaper. "A
lot of people have the image of a priest

locked away in his closet, praying. But

Jesus walked among his people."

CNS PHOTO BY Mike Crupi, Catholic Courier

Father Paul Bonacci, center, and Deacon Dan Pavlina, left of Father Bonacci, jog down the field as they

officiate a football game in Trumansburg, N.Y, in late September. Father Bonacci says players are often

caught off guard when they find out what his day job is.

New York priest wields wliistle

during football season

AROUND THE WORLD

Pope buys first bond supporting children's immunizations

LONDON (CNS) — Pope Benedict

XVI was the official first buyer of a

$1,000 bond supporting a campaign to

immunize 500 million children in the

world's poorest countries.

Cardinal Renato Martino, president

of the Pontifical Council for Justice and

Peace, picked up the pope's $1,000 bond

during a Nov. 7 ceremony in London.

Anglican Archbishop Rowan
Williams of Canterbury, British Chief

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, U2 singer Bono,

singer-activist Bob Geldof and leaders

of Britain's Muslim, Hindu and Sikh

communities also participated in the

ceremony and purchased bonds from

the International Finance Facility for

Immunization.

The finance facility is supported

by the governments of Great Britain,

France, Norway, Sweden, Italy, Spain,

South Africa and Brazil and by the Bill

& Melinda Gates Foundation.

Cardinal Martino said the pope "is

pleased to help light the way for others

who might also wish to join him in

Diocesan
planner

ASHEViLLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — Speak the Truth in Love, a

free series of classes addressing the Catholic

Church's teachings on life, love and marriage

meets at Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97 Haywood
St. Classes will meet the third Saturday of each

month, 10 a.m.-l 2 p.m. The topic for Nov. 18 will

be "The Church's Mt. St. Helen's — Humanae
Vitae." For more information, call Nina at (828)

299-7618 or Helen at (828) 683-9001 or e-mail

geodrc@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Janice Olive will facilitate a

program for adults concerning "The Death ofa

Parent in Adulthood, " Nov. 16, 7-8;30 p.m. at

St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd. The

loss of a parent as an adult is the single most

common form of bereavement. This program is

for those who have lost a parent or minister to

the bereaved. For more information, call (704)

364-5431.

HUNTERSVILLE — St. Mark Church, 14740

Stumptown Rd., is sponsoring an "Internet

Safety" program for parents Nov. 19 at 7 p.m.

in the worship space. Experts from the FBI and

Catholic Social Services will provide parents

with insights into specific dangers associated

with their child on the internet and practical tips

that each parent can use in assuring their child's

safety. For information contact (704) 948-1306.

ext 104.

CHARLOTTE — St Basil Ukrainian Catholic

Church will have an informational meeting on

the Eastern Rite Nov. 19 at 10 a.m. at Charlotte

Catholic High School, 7702 Pineville-Matthews

empowering those living in poverty to

take an activerole inprovidingthemselves

and their family the opportunity to build

a better life."

"It is the hope of Pope Benedict that

the participation by the church in this

program will help to inspire others to

take the step toward concrete action,"

he said.

The launch of the bonds will ensure

that the GAVl Alliance will have long-

term, predictable fiinding to immunize
children and improve health care in the

world's poorest countries and promote

the development ofnew vaccines.

The alliance has estimated that its

current fiinding will help prevent the

deaths of 1.5 million children between

2006 and 2015; the bond fiinding will

help prevent an additional 5 million

child deaths fi-om diseases that can be

prevented by immunization.

Every year up to 3 million children

die Irom diseases that could be prevented

by vaccines that are available now or

could be in the near fiiture.

Rd, A liturgy will follow at 1 1 a-m. These are open

to anyone who would like to attend or learn more

about the Eastern Rite For more information,

please contact Deacon Mark Shuey at mshuey2@
nc.rr.com or call (919) 779-7246.

CHARLOTTE — Pathfinders, a peer-led support

group for separated and divorced adults, offers

education, support and fellowship through the

divorce process. The group meets Tuesdays, 7:30-

9 p.m., in St. Gabriel Church's Ministry Building,

3016 Providence Rd. For more information, call

Nancy at (704) 752-0318.

CHARLOTTE— The Society ofMary andMartha
meets the thud Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.

at St. Vmcent de Paul Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd.

For more information, call Peggy Pohlheber at

(704)588-7311.

CHARLOTTE— Healing Hearts, a support group

for people coping with the death ofa spouse, meets

the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 11 :30

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall of St Gabriel Church,

3016 Rd. For more information, contact Sister

Therese Galligan, facilitator, at (704) 362-5047,

ext. 216.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

GASTONIA — St. Michael Church, 708 St.

Michael's Ln., will host a free Thanksgiving

Celebration Nov. 23 12-3 p.m. in the parish center.

Family and friends are all invited for food and

fellowship. Transportation is available for those

needing rides. Meals will be delivered to those who
cannot attend. Call the church office at (704) 867-

6212 for details.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
Chuich, 4145 Johnson St., hosts Hope Of Seeing

Everyone Again (HOSEA), a program to invite

Catholics who have distanced themselves from the

Catholic Church to return. This small group meets
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IN OUR NATION

Group wants eBay to enforce ban that

would prohibit sale of sacred relics

WASHINGTON (CNS) — A
California group is advocating a boycott

of eBay unless the online auction house

enforces its own rules against selling body

parts to prohibit the sale of saints' relics.

"They've had opportunities to stop

flie sales, and they don't even enforce

flieir own regulations," said Tom Serafin,

founder and president ofthe International

Crusade for Holy Relics.

According to Serafin, even a "cursory

search" of the popular site will turn up

dozens of relics "often purporting to be

the bones of saints" for sale.

Catherine England, an eBay
spokeswoman, told the Florida Catholic

Nov. 6 that the auction site is aware of

the organized boycott and that officials

firom eBay have had conversations with

representatives from the International

Crusade for Holy Relics in the past, but

not recently and so were surprised at the

Tuesdays, 7-9 pjn., Nov. 14-Dec. 19, to discuss

various issues and conceins and to receive pastoral

referrals and guidance. For more information,

contact Larry Kwan at (336) 688-1220.

GREENSBORO — All Irish-Catholic women are

invited to participate in the Ladies Ancient Order

of Hibernians, a social, cultural and charitable

group for an ongoing series of fun and informative

activities. LAOH will meet Nov. 14 at 7 p.m. in the

Kloster Center of St. Pius X Church, 2210 N. Ehn
St. A representative from the Greensboro Police

Department will speak on "Safety during your

holiday shopping." Please join us for refreshments

and to leam more about om- group. Any questions

can be directed to Mary GifiFat (336) 855-7014.

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council of
Catholic Women announces its aimual Memorial

Mass for its deceased members, relatives and friends

Nov. 15 at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715 Horse

Pen Creek Rd. The 1 1 a.m. Mass will be followed

by lunch. For more information, call Carmen Wood
at (336) 545-9266.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
SALISBURY — Elizabeth Ministry is a peer

ministry comprised of Sacred Heart Church
parishioners who have lost babies before or shortly

after birth. Confidential peer ministry, information

and spiritual materials are offered at no cost

or obligation to anyone who has experienced

miscarriage, stillbirth or the death of a newborn. For

details, call Renee Washington at (704) 637-0472 or

Sharon Surges at (704) 633-0591.

MOORESVILLE — A Support Group for Parents

Who Have Lost a Child ofanyAge meets the second

Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at St. Therese

Church, 2 1 7 Brawley School Rd. We draw strength

from others' experience of loss and grief For more
information, call Joy at (704) 664-3992.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY — A Charismatic Prayer Group meets

Fridays at 3:30 p.m. in the Glenmary House of St.

William Church, 765 Andrews Rd. join us for praise

boycott call.

England said eBay does enforce its

policies against selling certain human
body parts such as bones and organs,

but that other items that are legal to buy
and sell in the United States are allowed

to be sold on the site.

Some relics are fraudulent —
Serafin said he once saw an offer that

included "a feather from the Holy
Spirit"— but for verifiable relics there

are "people who rescue them and bring

them back to the church."

The sale of sacred relics is

"absolutely forbidden," according to

Canon 1190 of the Code of Canon
Law.

"The relics of saints cannot be

bought or sold," said Bishop Peter J.

Jugis of Charlotte. "There is no dollar

figure that can adequately value the

sacred bodies of the saints."

music, witness, teaching, prayers and laying on

of hands for those in need. For more details, call

Gery Dashner at (828) 494-2683.

WAYNESVILLE —AdultEducation Classes are

held the first three Wednesday evenings of each

month beginning at 6:45 p.m. in the St. John the

Evangelist Church Social Hall, 234 Church St.

For more information, call Charles Luce at (828)

648-7369 or e-mail luce54@aol.com.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the

Fatima Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Sister Carey

D'Agostino, will present "Youth Ministry:

Who's ministering to whom?" Nov. 15. The

sacrament of reconciliation will be offered at

12 p.m. in the chapel. For more information and

to RSVP, call Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336) 624-

1971 or e-mail kganiel@triad.rr.com. Walk-ins

are welcome.

KERNERSVILLE— The Catechism ofthe Head
and Heart religious education series for adults

will be held this fall in the library at Bishop

McGuinness High School, 1725 NC Hwy 66

South. Maryann Tyrer will speak about "Catholic

Moral Theology" Nov. 30 at 7:30 p.m. For more

WINSTON-SALEM—The//ea/(>7g^Cow;7an(oni

is a grief support group for the bereaved that

meets the first and third Thursdays of the month

in conference room B at St. Leo the Great

Church, 335 Springdale Ave. For further details,

call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@chariottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Nov. 11-16

USCCB General Meeting

Baltimore, MD

Nov. 18— 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Saint Matthew Church, Charlotte

Nov. 26

SO"* Anniversary Celebration Mass

Archdiocese of Atlanta

Nov. 29

Aniversary Mass for the Dedication of

the Cathedral

Richmond, VA

Bishops' president joins other faith

leaders in condemning torture

WASHINGTON(CNS)—Declaring

that "the soul ofour nation" is at stake, the

head of the U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops and other religious leaders have

called for an end to the use of torture and

inhumane treatment of prisoners.

Bishop William S. Skylstad of

Spokane, Wash., was among leadersjoining

in a statement coordinated by the National

Religious Campaign Against Torture.

"Torture violates the basic dignity of

the human person that all religions hold

dear," the statement said. "It degrades

everyone involved — policymakers,

perpetrators and victims. It contradicts

our nation's most cherished values."

Signers of the statement included

Jewish, Muslim, Orthodox and other

Christian leaders.

"Any policies that permit torture and

inhumane treatment are shocking and

morally intolerable," they said. "Nothing

less is at stake in the torture abuse crisis

than the soul of our nation.

"What does it signify if torture is

condemned in word but allowed in deed?"

the statement said. "Let America abolish

torture now— without exceptions."

Although Bishop Skylstad was the

only Catholic signer ofthe statement made
pubUc Nov. 2, other CathoUc organizations

have signed on to the National Religious

Campaign Against Torture.

Participating members, with
representatives on the campaign's
coordinating committee, include the Holy

Name Province of the Franciscan Friars,

Pax Christi USA and the Maryknoll

OflBce for Global Concerns.

Endorsing members include the

Conference of Major Superiors of Men,
Leadership Conference of Women
Religious, U.S. Catholic Mission
Association, New York province of the

Jesuits and all three branches of the

Maryknoll family - Maryknoll Fathers

and Brothers, Maryknoll Lay Missioners

and Maryknoll Sisters of St. Dominic.

Casting a vote for change

CNS PtWTO BT JOKATHAN EfiNST, RflnHB

Maryland Lt. Gov. Michael Steele, a Catholic Republican running for U.S. senator, votes at his polling place

during midterm elections in Upper Marlboro, Md., Nov. 7. Steele was the first African-American elected

to a statewide office in Maryland history. He was defeated by Democratic candidate Benjamin Cardin,

currently a member of the U.S. House of Representatives.

Correction

In the Nov. 3 issue, the story "Making good in the neighborhood: CCHD encourages advocacy

efforts," it was stated that the Catholic Campaign for Human Development advocates for

domestic and international anti-poverty efforts. The CCHD is the U.S. bishops' domestic anti-

poverty program, working to break the cycle of poverty in the United States.
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Creating opportunities

Refugee office receives BB&T grant

CHARLOTTE — The Refugee
Employment Services Office of Catholic

Social Services recently received a grant

from the BB&T Charitable Foimdation.

The $26,232 grant will be used

to hire additional staff to reach out to

local employers who are willing to hire

refugees.

Employment assistance is part of

the comprehensive resettlement services

offered by Catholic Social Services.

Since 1979, CSS has resettled more
than 9,000 refugees in the Diocese of

Charlotte.

Refugees enter the United States

legally to escape religious or political

oppression in their countries of origin.

Refugees receive CSS' resettlement

services without regard to their religious

affiliations.

Since 1998, BB&T, a Winston-

Salem-based bank, has hired refugees

at its regional operations center in

Charlotte.

"This is a win-win-win situation for

us, for the refiigees and for the refugee

office," said Mike Rearden, a senior vice-

president with the bank.

"Wehavehiredmore than40 refugees,
each ofwhom has a high commitment to

performance and excellence," he said.

Cira Ponce, CSS' Refugee
Resettlement Office director, said

the office was grateful to the BB&T
Foundation.

"They are a wonderful community

partner, and this grant money will greatly

enhance our ability to serve refugees

eager to support themselves and their

families in their new home," she said.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the CSS Refugee

Resettlement Office, visit www.cssncorg/

refugee.html, or call (704) 370-3277.

Photo by David Hains

Mike Rearden (right), a senior vice president with BB&T in Charlotte, is pictured with Vyacheslav Fedko,

Mikhail Priyemskiy and Alexsey Priyemskiy, three new employees and refugees from the former Soviet Union.

The refugees found their jobs through Catholic Social Services' Refugee Employment Services Office.

^NThe Catholic
p= Conference

VI I Center
www.catholicconference.org

1 551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

info@ catfiolicconference.org

100 faithful years

CouRTESf Photo

Father Dale Grubba, a priestfrom Wisconsin, celebrates a special birthday Massfor
his friend, Katherine "Kittie " Allison, who celebrated her 100th birthday at the Little

Flower Assisted Living residence in Charlotte Oct. 12.

A native ofPark Ridge, N.J., Allison, a lifelong Catholic, gave birth to 13 children, five

ofwhom died (three in infancy, one as a teenfrom cysticfibrosis, one as an adultfrom
cancer). Among her eight surviving children are Bobby and Donnie Allison, original

members ofNASCAR s "Alabama Gang.
"

Allison has 25 grandchildren (22 living), 34 great-grandchildren and herfirst great-

great-grandchild is due in early 2007.

She has lived at Little Flower since July 2003 and attends Mass in its chapel.
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RALLYING FOR REFORM

Photo by Karen A. Evans

A couple kisses after renewing their wedding vows during the Anniversary Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas

Church in Charlotte Nov 5.

Marriages honored at Mass
MARRIAGE, from page 1

25 years of marriage this year. Other

couples celebrated more than 40 and 50

years of marriage.

One couple, Harry and Martha
Barnhardt of St. Joseph Mission in

Kannapolis, celebrated 65 years of

marriage; two couples, Edwin and Kitty

Shaver and Bobby and June Williams

also of St. Joseph Mission, celebrated 61

years of marriage.

In his homily. Bishop Peter J. Jugis

said couples must place God first in their

relationships in order to have successful

marriages.

"You have opened your hearts to

Jesus, and allowed him to be a part of

your marriage, and he has been faithful

to you," he said.

"Because Our Lord has been a part

of your marriage, you are able today to

give thanks to him for blessings he has

given to you, despite some crosses that

also may have come to you along the

way," he said.

Bishop Jugis recalled how God
always was placed first in his own family.

"Sunday always was family day,

beginning first with Mass, and the rest of

the day would be spent together as family,

either at home or on an outing," he said.

"Even during the week, connection to

the Church and to our spiritual life was
important. Jesus was invited to stay a part

of our home."

"Marriage is not always easy, but the

couples' commitments to one another and

to God have helped them endure," said

Gerard Carter, director of the diocesan

Catholic Social Services' Family Life

Office, which organizes the celebration.

"I never gave a thought to leaving,"

said Sally Ballard, a parishioner of St.

Joseph Church in Newton. "I figured we
were married and it was for life."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

Ifs news afid

inspiratioifi about
the Diocese of Cliarl

New Feature:

"The Seminarians"

Check it out at

www.ChgrlotteDioces^
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Signs call for the legalization of undocumented immigrants during a pro-imrrwgration rally in Washington

Sept. 7. Bishop lugis has named Father Shawn O'Neal to be the diocesan contact person for the Bishops'

Campaign for Comprehensive Immigration Reform, "lustice for Immigrants."

Bishop names diocesan contact for

immigration reform

CHARLOTTE — Bishop Jugis has

named Father Shawn O'Neal, pastor

of St. Joseph Church in Bryson City

and Our Lady of Guadalupe Mission

in Cherokee, to be the diocesan contact

person for the Bishops' Campaign for

Comprehensive Immigration Reform,

"Justice for Immigrants."

In June 2004, the United States

Conference of Catholic Bishops
Committee (USCCB) on Migration and

The Catholic Legal ImmigrationNetwork,

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral <&

Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.caroIinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbm

Inc., board of directors resolved to make
comprehensive immigration reform, with

special ernphasis on legalization, a major

public policy priority within the Catholic

Church.

As part of the church's response, a

diverse group of Catholic organizations

joined the USCCB's Justice for

Immigrants:AJourney ofHope campaign

designed to unite and mobilize a growing

network of Catholic institutions,

individuals, and other persons of good

faith in support of a broad legalization

program and comprehensive immigration

reform.

In January 2003, U.S. and Mexican

Catholic bishops issued a pastoral letter

entitled "Strangers No Longer: Together

on the Journey of Hope."

In it, the bishops called for

a "globalization of solidarity" and

an overhaul of the U.S. immigration

system.

Additionally, the bishops recognized

that the conditions that compel people

to leave their homes — desperation

and lack of opportunities to provide for

themselves and their families — must

be addressed if an effective response to

migration is to be achieved.

The Catholic Campaign for

Immigration Reform aims to reduce

poverty through trade, aid and debt

reforms. The campaign also aims to

reach beyond the networks of the

participating national agencies, and to

enlist the support of Catholic individuals

and institutions in dioceses throughout

the country.

Come eat, shop and have fun at

ST. LUKE CHRISTMAS CRAFT BAZAAR

Saturday, Nov. 18th 8 am until 2 pm

Handmade gifts and treasures featured

by more than 50 artists and craftsmen!

AND St. Louis BBQ (11 am - 8 pm) eat-in or

take-out - featuring grilled pork steaks, burgers, and brats!

13700 Lawyers Road, Charlotte Info: (704)841-1372
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Turkish police officers stand outside the Italian Consulate as they talk to consulate security personnel in

Istanbul, Turkey, Nov. 2. Police arrested a 26-year-old man who fired three shots in the air outside the

consulate in protest of Pope Benedict XVI's planned visit to Turkey.

Papal visit to Turl^ey intended to

build bridges

TURKEY, from page 1

and an apparent political snub.

Police arrested a 26-year-old man
who fired three shots in the air outside

the Italian Consulate in Istanbul Nov. 2

in protest of the papal visit. After firing,

he threw his gun into the garden of the

consulate grounds.

Turkish media quoted the man,
Ibrahim Ak, as saying he would kill the

pope if he had a chance, and that he

hoped his gesture would inspire similar

acts of protest.

As he awaited questioning by anti-

terrorist officials at a local police

station, Ak told a Turkish news agency:

"I did what every Muslim has to do.

God willing, the pope will not come to

Turkey, but if he does he will see what
will happen to him.

"I will shoot at the head ofanyonewho
calls the Prophet a terrorist," Ak said.

He was apparently referring to a

recent papal speech in Regensburg,
Germany. In it, the pope quoted amedieval
emperor's remark that the founder of

Islam, the prophet Mohammed, had
brought "things only evil and inhuman,

such as his command to spread by the

sword the faith."

The pope later made clear he did not

agree with the emperor's assessment and

said he was sorry that Muslims had taken

offense.

The Vatican spokesman, Jesuit

Father Federico Lombardi, played down
the shooting incident, saying it was
unfortunate but that it would not affect

plarming for the Nov. 28-Dec. 1 visit.

"The Holy Father is going to Ankara

and Istanbul to build bridges, and I think

this episode is completely marginal. It

will notjeopardize the serene preparation

of the visit," the Vatican spokesman
said.

Earlier, Father Lombardi issued a

statement downplaying the news that

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip

Erdogan would be out ofthe country and

unable to meet with the pope when the

pontiff visits the capital, Ankara.

It isimusual thatahead ofgovenmient

would not be present to welcome the pope

on a foreign visit; Italian newspapers had

described it as a serious political rebuff

to the pope.

But Father Lombardi said the Vatican

had been aware ofthe scheduling conflict

for some time and imderstood that there

was no guarantee of a meeting with the

prime minister.

Erdogan will be attending a NATO
summit with U.S. President George W.
Bush in Latvia Nov. 28-29, when the

pope plans to visit the capital, Ankara,

and meet with govenmient officials.

The prime rriinister's spokesman said

Erdogan would be back in Turkey Nov.

30, when the pope will be in Istanbul for

ecimienical meetings. Although Erdogan

was to preside over a government
meeting fliat day, the spokesman did not

completely rule out a meeting with the

pope iftime can be found.

Erdogan had been highly critical of

the pope's Regensburg speech, and had

said that when the pope arrived in Turkey

President Ahmet Necdet Sezer would
"say the necessary things" in response to

the pope's comments on Islam.

Sezer and other top government
officials are scheduled to meet witii the

pope shortly after his arrival in Ankara.

Pope asks young people to

be messengers of peace
BY CINDY WOODEN
GATHOUC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY— Pope Benedict

XVI asked a group of young people

from different religious traditions to

be messengers and witnesses of peace,

tolerance and dialogue.

Speaking Nov. 8 during his weekly

general audience, the pope offered

special greeting? to 90 young people

from 29 countries at the end of their

five-day conference on dialogue and
peacemaking.

The young people, representing 13

religions, had met in Assisi, Italy, at the

invitation of the Pontifical Council for

Interreligious Dialogue.

Pope Benedict told the young people
that the world needs prayers for peace.

"Genuine prayer transforms hearts,

opens us to dialogue, imderstanding and

reconciliation," he said. "It breaks down
the walls erected by violence, hatred and

revenge."

The pojpe asked the young people to

return to theirown religious communities

"as witnesses to the spirit of Assisi,

messengers of the peace which is God's

gracious gift and living signs ofhope for

our world."

Zeynep Ozbek, 24, a Muslim
participant from Istanbul, said she

thought it was important for the Vatican

to convoke yoimg people to discuss

faith and peacemaking because "young

people are more open to different, ideas,

to differences, and they have more hope

for the fiiture."

Ozbek and three other Muslim
participants at the Assisi meeting are

studying Christianity and dialogue at

Rome's Pontifical Crregorian University.

Their studies are supported by the

Pontifical Council for Interreligious

Dialogue.

French Cardinal Paul Poupard,

president of the council, told the yoimg

people that a willingness to dialogue is a

sign of spiritual maturity.

Ozbek told Catholic News Service

she agreed with the cardinal: "I think

being spiritually mature means being

at peace witii yourself^ your faith and

your God. If you do not have a good
relationship with God, you caimot be at

peace with others."

The fact that the conference left

AMERICAS VlVEROSROOnNG

4.K nOOfHI0
^ Sp>ecialists in Shingles

BBB Licensed & Insured
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Southern Piedmont
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704-320-4526— 704-622-8185

ample time for prayer was important,

she said.

"The spiritual side of our religions

gives us common ground," she added.

"Peace andjustice are the basic principles

of all religions."

Ozbek said the fact that the

conference was held is a positive and

reassuring sign.

"It affirmed forme thegood intentions

of the Catholic Church in dialogue," she

said. "After the death of Pope John Paul

n, many Muslims thought the dialogue

would be frozen, but this (conference)

confirms Pope Benedict's intentions."

On the other side, she said, "our

responsibility as young Muslims is to

make practical efforts at dialogue from

the Muslim side."

Jean Nicolas Nammour, a 25-year-

old Maronite Catholic from Lebanon,

said the key to peacemaking is simple.

"We do not have to change the

world first," he said. We have to change

ourselves. Others will see this and follow

our example. This is how we build peace

every day."

Jan Horyna, a 26-year-old board

member of the European Union of

Jewish Students, said, "The basic thing

you need for dialogue is tolerance."

Horyna, who lives in Prague, Czech

Republic, said that in Europe and other

Western societies it probably is time

to start dialoguing with atheists and

secularists, because they have the least

tolerance for religion.

He also said that while interreligious

dialogue is important, peace is impossible

without political action to defend human
rights and prevent discrimination.

"Most problems and conflicts are not

religious, but religion is used as an easy

tool to promote political agendas," he

said. "Peace is not just a religious thing;

it's also political."
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Seminarian answers call to

priesthood

SEMINARIAN, from page 1

Dxjring his youth, while Hving with

his father's family in Stewart, Neb.,

Kaup saw firsthand the impact ofheeding

God's call to service.

"The family includes nims, priests

and archbishops. It seemed like I was
always in the church or in the rectory,"

he said.

Currently he spends time at Sacred

Heart Church in Brevard, participating

in a number of parish activities, such as

teaching altar servers and collecting for

the Knights of Columbus, who support

him with a stipend during his time as a

seminarian.

A memorable moment in Kaup's

early faith journey was attending Mother

Teresa's visit to the Charlotte Coliseum

in June 1995. And it was an encounter

at age 15 with then-Bishop William G.

Curlin that also made an impression on

Kaup.

"I thought he was a cool guy.

Nothing fancy, just a really down-to-

earth man despite being a priest and
bishop," said Kaup.

A second meeting between the

two resulted in even greater respect, as

well as a message from the bishop that

encouraged the budding thoughts of the

priesthood.

"I was asked to be master of
ceremonies for the dedication of the

parish lif& center annex at Sacred Heart,

and Bishop C\arlin was going to be there,"

said Kaup. "I was supposed to tell the

servers what to do and I was terrified."

At the end of the Mass, Bishop

Curlin asked to see him, and Kaup was

afraid he had done something wrong.

"He asked for my hand and I put

both hands out palms up. He said to jiist

give him my left hand and he took offthe

bishop's ring and placed it on my finger,"

recalled Kaup.

Then Bishop Curlin told him,

"Another bishop did this with me when
I was aboiit your age, and look what

happened."

While attending World Youth Day
in Toronto, Canada, in 2002, Kaup was
invited to join a contingency that would
meet Pope John Paul II's plane.

"You could tell he was really side, but

when he met with die kids, he left all the

disease, all the illness behind," said Kaup.

The way the pope interacted with the

youths reminded Kaup ofMother Teresa,

who moved away from her bodyguards

at the Charlotte Coliseum to enter the

crowds and be with the people who came
to see her.

The experience of the events

magnified a building desire in Kaup.

"At World Youth Day I realized I

wanted to serve people more," he said.

Kaup worked for sevoal years with

theatre groups and foimd the example of

Pope John Paul, who had combined his

love for theatre with his ministry, to be

an example of using all the talents God
provides within the priesthood.

"You don't have to give up who you
are to follow the vocation," said Kaiq).

Kaup is currently studying atthe Priests

ofthe Sacred Heart's seminary in Chicago.

He chose the congregation because it will

allow him to serve at a Sioux school in

Chamberlain, SD., about 100 miles north

ofhis "second home" in Stewart

"I want to be a mentor, a spiritual

director for the children. The people are

Phoid bv Kathleen Healy Schmieder

Semirwrian Joe Kaup (back row, left) is pictured with Knights of Columbus and parishioners of Sacred

Heart Church in Brevard during the Knights' Operation LAM.B. drive at the parish Oct. 21

.

more CatfaoUc than any other religion

Aere," said Ksaxp.

Concerned about the high suicide

rate among Ae Sioux, Kaup said he hop^
"to help prev^ suicide, woik with the

childrra to deal with the cultural issues."

Answering the call to the priesthood

requires courage and conviction, said

Kaup.

"You always ask 'what if?,' but I

need to help people in a way you can

only when you are ordained," he said. "1

don't want to serve 'behind the collar'; I

want to be personal with people."

Kaup hopes to touch the lives of

others and walk in the footsteps of Jesus,

wherever they lead.

"Jesus is my brother, father, beyond-

best friend. He is somebody to talk to

about problems, about everything. He is

a true, loving parent," said Kaup.

Contact Correspondent Kathleen

Schmieder by calling (828) 699-

0747 or e-mail kathleen@trinity-

communications.com.
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Diocesan Support Appeal

surpasses $4.1 million goal

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE—The2006Diocesan
Support Appeal (DSA) has surpassed its

goal and may reach nearly $4.5 million,

according to Barbara Gaddy, associate

director of diocesan development.

The goal for the 2006 DSA campaign

was $4.1 million. Gaddy said $4,168,347

had been collected as of Nov. 6, with

total pledges reaching $4,448,072.

"Being over our goal indicates that

more people are embracing stewardship

as a way of life looking beyond the needs

of their own parishes," Gaddy said.

More than 19,000 people within the

Diocese of Charlotte have contributed to

the DSA— an increase of nearly 1 ,000

over last year.

"What pleases me most is that more
people are realizing that the appeal is

a way of being good stewards of their

treasure within the diocesan church, not

just within their own parishes," Gaddy
said.

Sixty parishes and missions have

surpassed their goals in pledges, and

46 of those have reached their goals in

actual contributions.

All funds collected over and above

assessed goals are returned to the

parishes for their own use, Gaddy said.

"One of the reasons we have a strong

DSA is due to a true team approach,"

Gaddy said. "Those ministries that

benefit directly fi-om the appeal work
closely with the development office in

promoting the many ways they help

others throughout the diocese."

"The increased number of donors is

affirmation ofthe great work that is being

done by 30 educational, vocational,

multicultural and Catholic Social

Services ministries," said Gaddy.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more about the Diocesan Support

Appeal, visitwww.charlottediocese.org or

call Barbara Gaddy at (704) 370-3302.

'Granny' shares Christian spirit with others
BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH

CORRESPONDENT

HAYESVILLE — Granny's Attic

is just one example of an ecumenical

ministry in Clay County. It was among 16

recipients of "Standing Ovation" awards

at an ecumenical service at Immaculate

Heart of Mary Mission Oct. 26.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of

Charlotte and the Episcopal Diocese of

Western North Carolina jointly own the 32-

apartment facility for low-income elderly.

Grarmy's Attic has never actually

been an attic, but it is a place where those

in need can find clothing.

Around 1971, "Grandma" Marie
Hansbauer moved to Murphy, where
she became a parishioner of St. William

Church. Retired from nursing at age 74,

Hansbauer had promised to become a

missionary if Jesus would "find a wife

for her son." The son married and Granny

kept her word.

According to Glenmary FatherRobert

Bond's 1982 article in The Glenmary
Challenge magazine, Glenmary Father

Roland Hautz, then pastor of St. William

Church, asked Hansbauer "to take

charge of the rummage at his mission in

Hayesville."

After changing "rummage locations

seven times — twice because local

people did not want Catholics in the

building," she finally found a place.

Neighbors suggested she use her

basement, and her landlady agreed.

In addition to the rummage sales,

Grarmy held Christmas parties for poor

children.

Father Bond noted in his article:

"Less visible ministries, but by no means
less valuable, include sheltering, in her

own home, alcoholics, battered spouses

and unwed mothers. Two ofthe alcoholics

haven't had a drink for years.

"While pastor at Boone, I called

on her in 1971 to take in a pregnant

teenager. It was her first, but not her last,

experience of caring for and counseling

an unwed mother-to-be."

Granny's willingness to help the poor

gained acceptance for her and for other
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6828 Old Reid Road Charlotte

$5.00
per person

Holiday £a8Mcni....Thanksgiving to New Years

Early Bird Shopping - Doors open at 6:00 p.m.

Specialty Gifts Jewelry Christmas Collectibles

Dress BanilDressBffliWoiaii

Advance Mets/ Monnation: Peggy Gftbons 704/588-5870

f

Photo bv Joanita M. Nellenbach

At a reception in Immaculate Heart of Mary Mission's fellowship hall following an Oct. 26 ecumenical

service, Bishop Peter 1. lugis chats with parishioners Anthony El-Khouri (left) and his father, loseph.

Catholics, as Father Bond further noted:

"A ... preacher told her: 'Grandma,

I have learned so much from you. You
have been a beautiful witness for the

Catholics about whom I knew nothing

and whom I didn't like.'"

"The other observation came from

a woman who told Grandma about her

husband's testimony at a ... worship

service: 'I met a woman who changed

my whole life and way ofthinking. Every

one of you ought to meet her, and she's

Catholic.'"

Father Bond wrote that Granny
Hansbauer "never changed her lifestyle

of caring for others."

Immaculate Heart of Mary Mission

and its partners in ministry continue

Graimy's tradition of service.

Other organizations receiving

"Standing Ovations" were Coalition

for a Drug Free Clay County, Far West

Families First, REACH, Hands of

Hope/Communities in School, Meals on

Wheels, Hayesville Civitan Club, United

Way of Clay County, Clay County
Food Pantry, Hinton Rural Life Center,

Clay County Ministerial Association,

Good Shepherd Hospice, Glay County

Department of Social Services, Clay

County Health Department, and Clay

County Schools.

JOIN THE CELEBRATION!

St. Ann Catholic Elementary School's

50th Anniversary

November 18th - 4:30 pm Mass and Reception

School

St. Ann Catholic Elementary School In

Charlotte invites all former students and

their families to join with us and celebrate

the 50th anniversary of the school, which

opened in 1956.

Visit with former teachers, principals and

special members of the Sisters of St.

Joseph, who will be returning to celebrate with us.

Mass will be at 4:30 pm at St. Ann Church, followed by a reception in the

school.

Please register or for info: PTO co-presidents Lori (Kobsik) Thompson or

Kimberlee (Crisp) Shukes at www.stannscatholicschool.com.

St. Ann Catholic School —
We Remember, We Celebrate, We Believe
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Immaculate Heart of

Mary celebrates 50 years
MISSION, from page 1

parish, Glenmary priests celebrated Mass

in a tobacco bam in the late 1950s, then

in a small house; after that in a motel that

is now the Sister John Center.

In May and July 2006, parishioners

v^isited those early sites to hear firsthand

accounts of Mass there.

The second part of the 50th-

inniversary celebrationtookplace in July,

A^hen former and current parishioners

md Glenmary Fathers Joe Dean (the

irst resident pastor) and Robert Bond
athered at the church (built in 1984) for

I homecoming Mass and reception.

On Oct. 26, parishioners and fiiends

Tom the community celebrated together

n an ecumenical service rather than a

vlass.

"What a wonderful occasion and

:elebration of the hopes and the dreams

hat we share in faith and fellowship

n our ministries," said Methodist Rev.

lufus Stark, chairman of the board of

linton Rural Life Center during the

eception following the service.

Immaculate Heart ofMary Mission's

ecus is involvement in the wider

ommunity.

"We believe we limit ourselves if

ve try to do it ourselves; we limit our

esources," Father Kloster said. "That's

vhy we're so grate fill for the other

gencies with whom we collaborate."

During the service. Bishop Peter

. Jugis presented "Standing Ovation"

wards to 16 community organizations

lat work with Immaculate Heart of

lary Mission. Parishioner Jim Magistro

reated the wood-and-metal trophies:

le word "ovation" standing on its side

above the recipient's name.

After Bishop Jugis offered the

service's opening prayer, Notre Dame
Sister Terry Martin, ofImmaculate Heart

ofMary Mission, and Theresa Waldroup,

of Hands of Home/Communities in

School, did the readings; Rev. John Rice,

rector of Good Shepherd Episcopal

Church in Hayesville, read the Gospel

passage.

Memory and identity

Dr. Fred Craddock, Bandy
distinguished professor of preaching

and New Testament emeritus at Candler

School ofTheology at Ernory University,

preached the homily.

"This is remarkable," he said of the

ecumenical service. "A few years ago

this would not have happened, here or

anywhere else. Be persistent in caring for

the community, and we have an evening

like this."

He spoke of how communication

overcomes barriers.

In the 1950s, as Immaculate Heart

ofMary Mission was growing, Craddock

was assigned to rural Teimessee.

A nurse with two young children

arrived in his community. She had
conmiitted two "sins," Craddock said:

she was fi-om New York and she was a

Roman Catholic.

One day when she was away Irom

home, ruffians shot up her house — not

to injure her but to make it clear that she

was unwelcome in their community. The

nurse asked to meet with the perpetrators.

They talked, she forgave them and she

was soon teaching their children.

Craddock also spoke on the

importance of remembering where we
come fi-om and keeping those memories

alive.

Providing help. Creating hope. Changing lives.

Catholic Social Services— The Diocese of Charlotte

Executive Director: Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227

Associate Director: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3250

Refugee Office: Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930

Family Life: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3228

Justice and Peace: Joe Purello (704) 370-3225

OEO/CSS Murphy Satellite Office (828) 835-3535

Chariotte Region: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Debra Braese (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second St., Winston-Salem, NC 27108

Area Director: Gerard Carter (Interim) (336) 727-0705

Greensboro Satellite Office (336) 274-5577

Latino Family Center (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

1123 South Church Street, Charlotte NC 28203

www.cssnc.org

Catholic Sodal Services

Diixxsc of Chariom-

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

ludith Alvarado, executive director of REACH of Clay County, receives a "Standing Ovation" award from

Bishop Peter J. Jugis during a service at Immaculate Heart of Mary Mission in Hayesville Oct. 26.

"It's by remembering that we keep

our identity," he said. "Memory is so

extremely vital to life. It is by memory
that one is constituted a member of a

community of faith."

Memory includes knowing the

history ofyour faith and civic community,

he said.

"If you can remember no further

back than your parents, you are an

orphan," said Craddock.

Jesus, Craddock said, knew the

importance of memory: "'Do this in

remembrance of me' is [literally or

figuratively] on every altar in every

church."

Witnesses to Jesus

The "ability to continue to give, to

serve the poor ... comes from our union

with Jesus," Bishop Jugis said in the

service's closing remarks. "We live for

Jesus. Our evidence of living for Jesus is

in our schools and in our communities."

He thanked Father Kloster, the

parishioners and Hayesville residents

"for the marvelous witness to Jesus

Christ that you give to this community."

"It's really a warm, caring, giving

parish," said Lorraine Klug, who is

on the board of the Clay County Food

Pantry.

She and her husband, William, "have

never felt as needed as we are here, and

we give Father George a lot of credit

for that," she said. "He encourages us to

go out into the community, not just our

own parish, and the community really

responds to him."

"All people in the community
have to do is ask and we're there," said

Pasquale Daima, a member of the parish

council. "It feels so good in helping

someone and doing something."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

You could be singing too after more tiian

135,000 readers see YOUR company's
ad iierel

L.OW ad rates - easyfor small businesses

and individuals, too!

OVTHOLIC
NEVV^IIERALD

Caii (704) 370-3332 nowl
eicfMrlek®eli«riottMiloe«MM>rtf.
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Culture Watch A roundup of

Scripture, readings,

Prayer book published for those

caring for Alzheimer's patients

byDAVEJOLIVET
catholic news service

NORTH EASTON, Mass.— Nearly

5 million U.S. families experience the

pain and frustration of caring for and

about an Alzheimer's patient in their

families.

The condition is one of the least

understood and most exasperating

diseases faced by the elderly and those

who love them.

For this reason. Holy Cross Family

Ministries has published a prayerful guide

to help patients and family members live

with Alzheimer's disease. "Pray With

Me Still" contains rosary meditations

and spiritual support for patients, family

members and caregivers.

"We've been working on this

publication for some time," said Holy

Cross Father John Phalen, president of

Holy Cross Family Ministries.

"Oftentimes Alzheimer's patients

and their families don't know where

to look for help. These meditations

and rosary mysteries help people to

understand the disease better," he said.

Father Phalen knows firsthand what

the affliction can do to a patient, his or

her family and those who care for them.

His father was diagnosed with the disease

and he and his siblings experienced the

changes and heartbreaks that go along

with the condition.

"Many people become fearful when
a loved one has Alzheimer's," Father.

Phalen said. "They're afraid they will be

cut out of that person's life. Their mom
or dad no longer recognizes them and the

family members can feel disconnected.

"But it's very important for people

to realize that they can still have a

relationship with their loved one. They
can still visit and sit with them and tell

them what the relationship is," he said.

The book stresses that praying with an

Alzheimer's patient has many benefits for

everyone involved. The disease ofl:en takes

the patient away from the present, but the

past is still deeply imbedded in them.

"A prayer like the rosary is very

helpful," said Father Phalen. "The Our
Father and the Hail Mary are often two
of the first prayers a person learns as a

young child."

Reciting the rosary can take patients

back to that time and provide them with

comfort.

"The rosary is known to lower blood

pressure in people and it can provide

a calming effect with Alzheimer's
patients," he said. "It helps people know
that God is still with them."

Father Phalen shares some of his

family's journey in the book. Also
contributing was Beth Mahoney, mission

director at Holy Cross Family Ministries.

Mahoney wrote the preface and
offers insights into how Scripture can

provide comfort and strength to the

people involved. She also wrote rosary

meditations for loved ones and patients

to pray together.

"Prayer is a big aid for patients and

family," Mahoney said. "It's one area

that the patient can really relate to. There

is a fremendous need for families to pray

together.

"With the disease often comes a loss

for words and awkwardness, and prayer

and Scripture can provide comfort. The
rosary is rhythmic and repetitive, often

bringing calm and tender moments of

shared prayer," she said.

Holy Cross Family Ministries also

sought input from a psychologist. Father

John Malecki from the Diocese of

Albany, N.Y., who counsels and prays

with Alzheimer's patients and families.

To help the reader understand what

Alzheimer's patients experience. Father

Malecki added poignant case studies of

three individuals.

Mahoney wrote, "Many seemingly

nonsensical words may tumble out" from

Alzheimer's patients' speech.

"The challenge is for the family

member, fiiend, or caregiver to 'listen

to my soul,' as one fiiistrated patient

instructed Father Malecki."

"I'm so pleased with how the book
came out," said Father Phalen. "Many
people who have bought it have told me
what a great source of comfort it is to

them and the patient."

Also in the book's 64 pages are an

explanation ofhow to pray the rosary and

references for other related publications

and resources for more information on

the disease.

"Our message is: Keep praying with

those who suffer from Alzheimer's,"

wrote Father Phalen. "Even if they do

not know your name or remember all the

words of the prayers, they know God's

name and they continue to experience an

ever-growing need for God."

Retirement isn't

what it used to be.

PLAN accordingly.

Les Davaz
Financial Advisor

Member, St. Patriclc's Church

100 N. Tryon St., Suite 3300
Charlotte, NC 28202

(704) 331-2233 or

(800) 438-0397

http://fc.smlthbarney.com/dava2

citigroupj
SmtthR^rney

© 2006 Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC. Smith

Barney is a division and service mark of Citigroup Gtobal

Markets Inc. and Its affiliates and is used and registered

Uiroughout Itie world. CITIGROUP and the Umbrella Device

are trademarks and service marks of Citigroup Inc. or its

affiliates and are used and registered throughout the world.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SaUPTURE READINGS: NOV. 19, 2006

Nov. 19, Thirty-third

Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:

1) Daniel 12:1-3

Psahns 16:5, 8-11

2) Hebrews 10:11-14, 18

3) Gospel: Mark 13:24-32

Using your gifts

to serve to others

BY Jeff Hensley

Catholic News Service

A few years ago, America magazine

published an article that raised the

question of how many Catholics,

Protestants, and men and women ofgood
will made the heroic choice to shelter

Jews from the Nazi Holocaust. The
question was phrased something like "A
half million Schindlers?" referring to the

well-known story ofGerman industrialist

Oskar Schindler's acts and reflecting

the estimate some scholars make of the

numbers ofrescuers.

The Scripture reading from Daniel

for this week makes a promise for

apocalyptic times: "At that time your

people shall escape, everyone who is

foimd written in the book [of life]." This

reading goes on to speak of those who
"lead the many to justice" being "like the

stars forever."

How do men and women prepare

themselves for acting in such a heroic

way, for putting the safety and survival

of others above their own?
The authors of "Rescuers, Portraits

of Moral Courage in the Holocaust,"

Gay Block and Malka Drucker, sought

to answer some of those questions

by profiling 49 of the 105 rescuers

Block photographed and Drucker
interviewed.

In her introduction, Drucker tries to

answer why these people responded as

they did: "It remains a mystery, perhaps

a miracle. Many helped strangers, some
saved friends and lovers. Some had

humane upbringings, others did not.

Some were educated, others were barely

literate. They weren't all religious, theyj

weren't all brave. What they did share,!

however, was compassion, empathy,

intolerance of injustice and an ability

endure risk beyond what one wants

imagine."

The vital questions for the rest of us

to answer are asked by the author in hei

epilogue: "The rescuers not only raise the

question. Could I have done what thej

did? They also force us to ask ourselves

What am I doing now?"
Believers can gain the courage

answer with their lives from the las

verse of the psalm for this week: "Yoi

will show me the path to life, fullness o

joys in your presence, the delights at you
right hand forever."

QUESTION:
How might God be asking you to usi

your gifts and talents, your presence, t<

offer compassionate service to others?

re,!

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOV 12-18

Sunday (Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time), 1 Kings 17:10-16, Hebrews 9:24-28, Mark

12:38-44; (Monday (St. Frances Cabrini), Titus 1 :1-9, Luke 17:1-6; Tuesday, Titus 2:1-8, 11-14,

Luke 17:7-10; Wednesday (St. Albert the Great), Titus 3:1-7, Luke 17:1-19; Thursday (St.

Margaret of Scotland, St. Gertrude), Philemon 7-20, Luke 17:20-25; Friday (St. Elizabeth

of Hungary), 2 John 4-9, Luke 1 7:26-37; Saturday (Dedication of the Basilicas of St. Peter

and St. Paul, St. Rose Philippine Duchesne), 3 John 5-8, Luke 18:1-8.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOV 19-25

Sunday (Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time), Daniel 12:1-3, Hebrews 10:11-14, 18,

Mark 13:24-32; Monday, Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5, Luke 18:3543; Tuesday (Presentation of

the Blessed Virgin Mary), Revelation 3:1-6, 14-22, Luke 19:1-10; Wednesday (St. Cecilia),

Revelation 4:1-11, Luke 19:11-28; Thursday, Revelation 5:1-10, Luke 19:41-44; Friday (St.

Andrew Dung Lac and Companions), Revelation 10:8-11, Luke 19:45-48; Saturday (St.

Catherine of Alexandria), Revelation 11:4-12, Luke 20:2740.

Attention: Homeowners.. .Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Lp On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting ail day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fix«i, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to |f

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving The Entire Charlotte Diocese Area

ww\v.3wayplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Churcl

1
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THIS is GEORGE
and his 63 YEAR-OLD
KID BROTHER, JOE.

No 'Stranger' to good comedy

(Pictured 58 years ago.j Today, they're still young at heart.

George likes to watch football, read and eat steak.

Joe enjoys hiking, grilled fish and Sunday football

with his brother. They plan to live happily [with their

wives! here...

73eKIKIVBVKK|atMARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

Sponsored by the Sisters ofthe Pbor Servants of the Mother ofGod

(336) 8864103 or toll free (866) 627-9343

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260 Np/GNR/yng2

"Stranger Than Fiction " is a quirky dramatic comedy about a lonely and neurotic

IRS auditor (Will Ferrell) who wakes tofind his life being narrated by a seemingly

omniscient voice only he can hear. It turns out to belong to a famous reclusive

author (Emma Thompson) working on a new novel in which he is the protagonist

and it also predicts what will happen to him, including his death. By turns

sentimental, funny and, in the end, modestly profound, director Marc Forster 's

existentialfarce touches on issues offate andfree will, while imparting a wonderful

message that the little moments— the smiles, hugs and small acts ofkindness— we

often relegate tofootnote status in the narrative ofour daily living are what give

life its meaning.

An implied sexual encounter, brief locker-room rear nudity, a jarring traffic

accident and use ofprofanity, as well as a couple ofcrude expressions. The USCCB

Officefor Film & Broadcasting classification is A-III— adults. The Motion Picture

Association of America rating is PG-13 — parents strongly cautioned. Some

material may be inappropriatefor children under 13.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

*** ***Now with 3 locations to serve you

V Up to 24-hour care

V Hygiene assistance

^ Meals

V Light housekeeping

^ Companionship

^ Errands/shopping

V Respite

Asheville

828-665-3944

Charlotte

704-549-4010

Mooresville

704-663-1065
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Catholic Schools Office

to be evaluated
The Catholic Schools Office of the

Diocese of Charlotte will undergo an

evaluation in the coming months. The

mission, structure and leadership of the

office will be reviewed in an evaluation

process that is expected to last at least

three months.

The Catholic Schools Office oversees

the operation of 1 8 schools in the diocese.

Currently, 7,560 students attend the

schools in pre-kindergarten through 12th

grades. Diocesan schools are located in

Asheville, Charlotte, Hendersonville,

High Point, Huntersville, Gastonia,

Greensboro, Kemersville, Salisbury and

Winston-Salem.

Jim Kelley, director of development

for the diocese, and Carey D'Agostino of

Winston-Salem, a Catholic school parent,

will serve as co-chairs of the evaluation

committee. The chairs were appointed

by Monsignor Mauricio W. West, vicar

general and chancellor of the Diocese

of Charlotte.

According to Msgr. West, the

evaluation will look for strengths and

weaknesses in all aspects of the schools

office operation and will recommend
changes designed to improve the

schools office.

The committee will also review the

responsiveness, accessibility and level

of collaboration between the schools

office and principals, teachers, students

and parents. Finally, the committee will

review the status of the schools office's

vision for the future.

The committee will present an

interim report to Msgr. West and Father

James Hawker, diocesan vicar for

education, in 90 days. At that time the

committee is expected to make a set of

recommendations, or ask for additional

time to complete the review.

Nazi propaganda speech

at soccer game receives

international attention

Two suspended, team placed on
probation in wake ofcontroversy

BY DAVID HAINS
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

CHARLOTTE — Fans and players

at a soccer game involving Charlotte

Catholic High School were exposed to an

excerpt of a speech by Nazi propagandist

Joseph Goebbels Nov. 4.

The speech was played over the

public address system prior to the

game between Charlotte Catholic and

Forestview High School in Gastonia.

Charlotte Catholic lost the game 1-0 and

was eliminated from the playoffs.

Apparently, students of Forestview

High School decided to play a CD
containing the speech excerpt without

consulting any adults associated with the

school. The speech contains the phrase,

in German, "On to Victory," which the

team had adopted as a slogan.

On Nov. 6, Robert Carpenter,

principal of Forestview High School,

faxed a letter of apology to Charlotte

Catholic.

The letter stated: "I apologize for

the CD playing. It should never have

been played. We have conducted a full

investigation and will continue to do so.

We are not taking this lightly and already

have in place some precautions for our

next game."

The matter received local, national

and even international news coverage in

newspapers as far away as the Jerusalem

Post in Israel.

Early news reports stated that

the broadcast speech was by Adolph
Hitler, but later reports confirmed it was
Goebbels.

Charlotte Catholic principal Jerry

Healy said, that as far as Charlotte

Catholic High School is concerned, the

matter is settled.

"As a Catholic institution we are

called to accept an apology in a matter

like this. We wish Forestview well in the

remainder of the playoffs," said Healy

Nov. 7.

Healy, Carpenter and an official of

the North Carolina High Schools Athletic

Association met on Nov. 7 to discuss the

matter. CCHS asked that Forestview be

allowed to continue to compete in the

soccer playoffs.

Forestview's assistant coach Sam
Braxton and starting goalkeeper Jeremy

Webb were suspended for one playoff

game. ,

Gaston County Schools
Superintendent Reeves McGlohon said

the team will undergo sensitivity training

because of the incident, and that no

player will be allowed to compete for

other school teams without it.

The N.C. High School Athletic

Association also placed the soccer

team on a year's probation and will fine

the school an undetermined amount.

NCHSAA associate director Rick Strunk

said fines levied by the association are

usually less than $500.

Skyland T.C. Roberson High School

defeated Forestview High School 5-1 on

Wednesday in the third round of the 3A
state soccer playoffs.

Contributing to this story was Staff

Writer Karen A. Evans.

Courtesy Pho^

Father Christopher Roux (center) joins students from Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School i

Kemersville on a weekend retreat in Black Mountain Oct. 20-22.

Bishop McGuinness students enjoy weekend retreat

BLACK MOUNTAIN — Students

from Bishop McGuinness Catholic High
School in Kemersville recently took part

in a weekend retreat.

Themed "To the Heights," the retreat

was held at the YMCA Blue Ridge

Assembly, a conference center in Black

Mountain, Oct. 20-22.

The theme was taken from what
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati wrote on a

picture of himself climbing a mountain

before he died in 1925.

Father Christopher Roux, priest

secretary to Bishop Peter J. Jugis, joined

the students for the Catholic high school's

first weekend-long retreat.

Talks encouraged students to begin t

quiet their hearts, unplug fi-om the nois

of daily life, and let go of the "baggage

in their lives. The retreat also consistC;

of daily Mass, eucharistic adoratio

and confession, as well as games an

camaraderie.

According to informatio
submitted by Bishop McGuinness'
youth ministry office, the retreat was
"a time for the students to refocus the

lives on God, and, as Pope John Paul

said at Blessed Frassati 's beatificati

Mass, to begin 'a revolution of chari

in their hearts and in the heart of t

culture."

MAINTENANCE POSITION

Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School. Responsibilities include: maintaining

condition of facilities; minor repairs; and knowledge of methods, materials, and

equipment related to the maintenance of a school facility. Applicants should t)e

able to lift 50 pounds and pass a criminal background check. Resumes should be

postmari<ed and sent to the following address no later than November 24, 2006:

Maintenance Position c/o Kevin Pari<s, Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School, 3100

Pari( Road, Chariotte, NC 28209.

Classifieds

SERVICES

ABUNDANT LIFE HEALTH SOLUTIONS:
Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Improve

your health - Abundantly! Ask about FREll

Wellness Evaluations! Julie Leonard - Persons!

Wellness Coach. 888-803-ALHS

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
|

Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, Ttie Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For infonnation, call (704) 370-3332.
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Crafts for Christmas

Courtesy Photo

First Sgt. James Henson is pictured with^his daughters Anna, a kindergarten student, and Natalie, a pre-

kindergarten student, at St. Michael School in Gastonia Oct. 30. Having returned home from serving in

Iraq, Sgt. Henson visited his daughters for lunch, and the teachers and staff were thrilled to see them

together again.

Courtesy Photo

Students ofSt. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem are pictured during

the school s. recent annual craft sale. The garden club sold items made by its

members, who are in grades 3- 5; the cheerleaders had a bake sale to raise

moneyfor their cheering workshops; parents set up booths to sell items such

asjewelry, baskets, wreaths, homemadejams andjellies.

"The craftfair was for the community to share their talents and hopes of

finding the perfect Christmas gifts, " said Principal Georgette Schraeder.

Inquire and apply online at:

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

For more information call 1.888.222.0110 or email: admissions@bac.edu

BELMONT ABBEY
COLLEGE
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"Within the community of believers there can never be room for a

poverty that denies anyone what is neededfor a dignified life. " (Pope

Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas Est, no. 20)

My Dear Friends in Christ,

Can a simple letterproduce a bold response ofsolidarity?

I hope so, because the lives andfutures of37 million Americans who
are living in poverty are at stake.

For 36 years, the Catholic Campaign for Human Development

(CCHD) has stood with poor and low-income people, helping them

createpermanent solutions to poverty. One by one, people arejoining

local community groups to break the cycle ofpoverty— arui Catholics

across our country arepart ofthat change.

The annual collection to support this domestic anti-poverty program

of the Catholic Church will take place on Nov. 18 and 19, 2006. The

donations are used by the CCHD national office to support anti-

poverty projects across the country and, here in our diocese, tofund
local community organizing and economic development initiatives to

benefit those who are poor.

CCHD is committed to helping people find permanent solutions to

the problem ofpoverty, but they cannot do it alone. Please join in

solidarity with the Catholic CampaignforHuman Development to put

an end to poverty in our nation.

May God bless youforyour generosity.

Sincerely yours in Our Lord,

Very Reverend Mauricio W. West

Vicar General and Chancellor

Poverty i n the U.S.
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Not all consequences
are bad
Consider all outcomes of actions

Consequences.

People have an interesting

relationship with that word. Some brush

it off. Some underestimate it. Even the

most responsible people you can think

of sometimes have moments when they

forget it's there, waiting at the end of the

road they travel.

They succumb to adrenaline and

push the pedal to the floor, heedless ofthe

cop on the comer. They'll smoke another

cigarette, brushing away thoughts of

cancer. They'll choose to cheat on a

boyfriend or girlfriend, forgetting that

such deceptions cannot last forever.

Teens are really familiar with the

word. They hear it a lot from parents

(often in conjunction with "you're

grounded") or from other authority

figures. The consequences of staying

up late are that you're tired the next

morning, they hear. The consequences of

not finishing chores or homework are not

getting to go to the mall or the game.

It seems pretty straightforward to

me. "If you do this," says a parent, or a

teacher, or life itself— "you're going to

have to face the consequences."

In fifth grade my whole class went

through a drug-awareness program that

was part of our elementary curriculum.

We learned all about illegal drugs, the

terrible things they did to your mind and

body, and the very rational reasons for

saying no to them. Yet, five years later,

not one person who went to my high

school didn't know one or two people

who smoked, snorted or otherwise

consumed drugs. How did this happen?

Sharon Begley, a writer for the

Wall Street Journal, recently explored

an interesting thesis on this subject:

that, while teens do understand the

possible consequences of risky behavior,

they often believe that the thrills those

behaviors bring outweigh the "could-

happen" possibilities.

It's an old riff on the thing I felt

in my first car, gunning it at 80 miles

an hour down the freeway: Yes, I

understood that I possibly could crash,

and, yes, I understood that a cop could be

Coming

ofAge

KAREN
DIETLEIN
OSBORNE

CNS COLUMNIST

behind the next tree— but at that point,

it didn't matter. I thought it couldn't

happen to me. But it did. And there I

was, stalled at the side of the road with

a ticket in my hand, thinking hard on the

word "consequences" andjust as late as I

would have been ifI'd gone the requisite

65.

It takes a lot of effort to look beyond |i>

the highs ofthe here-and-now, especially- m

when the world is telling you to take' fi

your pleasure now and to "Uve for the' 6

moment." It isn't always easy to break

through peer pressure and give up the luiel^'

of immediate gratification for the fiiture.1 k
It takes a lot of strength and courage toi

truly recognize the consequences and
to factor them in while making the hard

decisions teenagers often face.

The word "consequences" doesn't

always have to be punishing. You can use

it to your own advantage. For example,fe

the consequences of studying for a math

test are better grades; the consequences oi ^
not smoking are a chance not to contrad J
lung cancer and emphysema — plus, if

i

will save you hundreds of dollars by the ,

time you turn 20.

Like they said in fifth grade, saying

no to drugs is saying no to something i

that will make a wreck of your body an( i

A

mind, and if people disparage you fo: '^'"1

making a decision that's good for you "'i"

they're probably not very good friend' ^
anyhow. ' ""n

In a "live for today" culture, w^ '®

sometimes forget we also have to plai* ^
for tomorrow. This doesn't mean alway' ^
playing it like a "prude," but it does meai

playing it smart.
J

' "laj

»6

Vi

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250

words or less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone

number of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations

and edited for clarity, style and factual accuracy

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted to The

Catholic News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole

or in part, in print, electronic fonnats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Chariotte, N.C.

28237, or e-mail catholicnews@chariottediocese.org.
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The saint who fed the poor
St. Vincent de Paul model of Christ's love, charity

Many thousands of people in our

ountry will get baskets of food for

rhanksgiving because of a man who
ived over 300 years ago: St. Vincent de

^aul. That's because the influence of this

nan, who spent his life feeding the poor,

continues through his followers who
:arry out his work as members of the St.

v^cent de Paul Society.

I was moved to write about him
)ecause, coincidentally (if there really

ire "coincidences"), I was just at a library

)Ook sale and found a gem titled simply

'St. Vincent de Paul."

I wouldn't have known how old it

vas except that the original purchaser

vrote an inscription to his grandson

(reparing for confirmation, dating it Oct.

2, 1907.

I always have been in awe of what

t. Vincent, a 17th-century French
•riest, accomplished in his lifetime. His

vork of helping St. Louise de Marillac

bund the Daughters of Charity and

lis lifielong devotion to serve the poor
— from the sick, the insane, orphans,

'Cggars and old people to prisoners and
alley slaves — always impressed me.

Tien, when I was a reporter for The
/Ong Island Catholic in the Diocese

if Rockville Centre, N.Y., and covered

ie great work for the poor done by the

It. Vincent de Paul Society, I became a

lifelong adrriirer of the great saint.

Now, with this old book in hand,

written by Henry Bedford, I've learned

much more about the saint. I hadn't

known he was a slave in his early years

as a priest for a period of nearly two

years fi-om July 1605 to June 1607.

He himself writes of this time as a

slave in Tunis in a letter he sent to one

of his early pupils, never wanting or

expecting it to be saved. It tells how he

was traveling by water when the vessel

was attacked by "Turkish brigantines."

Some on board were killed, he was
wounded with an arrow in his shoulder,

then taken in chains to the city of Tunis

to be sold as a slave.

"I was sold to a fisherman," a good
man, he wrote. The saint was with

him for one year until the man died in

August 1606, leaving Vincent to one of

his nephews, who immediately sold him
again, this time to a Turkish renegade

with three wives. One ofthe wives got to

know Vincent and was so moved by his

praise ofGod that she got her husband to

listen, too.

Eventually, the French ambassador

to Turkey got the Grand Turk to liberate

all the Christian slaves. Vincent, with

his now "former" master and the man's

wife, "escaped in a little skiff," the saint

v^ote. His captivity was over, his former

The Bottom

Line

ANTOINETTE
BOSCO
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"owners" were received into the church

and he got back to his work of helping

the poor.

Much of his work for of all his

life was done to help those who, he

would write, "lived in moral poison,"

specifically prisoners and galley slaves.

"There was one class among the suffering

poor which seemed to have an especial

attraction for the heart ofVincent. ... The
poor convicts won Vincent's early love

and to the last he climg to them," Bedford

wrote.

The worldwide St. Vincent de Paul

Society to this day keeps up the work
begun by this great saint, specifically

to feed the poor, help the prisoners and
never turn away someone truly in need.

The auttior ends the book simply with

the words, "He served ttie Lord well."

Do not misunderstand Muslims
Terrorists not representative of true Islamic faith

A woman confided to me that she

as terribly afraid for her grandchildren,

,Jrowing up in a world like ours. I

3nceded that the dangers are real, but

ne must try to keep from becoming a

J)yless worrywart. Overcome your fears

5 best you can with knowledge. For

istance, it is important to understand that

. mommiental split exists between the

ast majority of peace-loving Muslims
id the radical militant minority.

People like the late Abu Mus'ab Al-

arqawi, the former head of al-Qaeda in

aq, said, "Slaughtering infidels is our

;ligion, until they convert to Islam or

ly us tribute." Muslims in general reject

is kind of rhetoric.

Salaam Al-Mayrayti, executive
rector ofthe Washington-based Muslim
iblic Affairs Council, said that religious

berty "is an Islamic principle." He
Imitted that imbalances exist in many
aces in the world, but that they have
.tie to do with Islamic theology. The
oran (Sura 2, Verse 256) states, "There

no compulsion in religion."

In the city of Paterson, N.J., for

stance, and in many other American
ties, Muslim children are attending

atholic grammar schools. Their parents

efer Catholic schools to the public

lOols.

In Saudi Arabia after the terrorist

attacks in 2004, the government required

5,500 Muslim clergy to attend re-

education programs to promote tolerance.

They even removed passages from
textbooks that promoted violence against

non-Muslims.

Granted, there are still serious

concerns about fairness toward
Christians in Muslim countries, which

Pope Benedict XVI recently alluded to

when he said, "Violence in the name of

religion is confrary to God's nature and

to reason."

The truth is not multiple. No one

has the right to represent God as one
who demands the slaughter of innocent

people. The pope called for dialogue, but

insisted that "dialogue" does not mean
we have to soft-pedal the truth to win
favor.

I am hopefijl that our children one

day will live in a peacefiil world. The
fact that a few radical Muslims have

hijacked the religion ofIslam to promote

their own political agenda should not

make us cower in fear. Muslims all

over the world have demonstrated that

they want to live in peace with their

non-Muslim neighbors. For centuries in

Europe, millions of them lived in peace

and promoted tolerance.

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER
JOHN CATOIR
CNS COLUMNIST

Today's terrorists call good Muslims
"dissenters and traitors," but it is they

who have failed to obey Muhanmiad.
He once wrote, "God has not sent me to

work wonders, he has sent me to preach;

I never said, that Allah's freasures are in

my hands, or that I knew hidden things,

or that I was an angel. ... I am only a

preacher of God's words."

Muhammad never performed any

miracles; he simply preached that "there

is only One God, his name is Allah, and

Muhammad is his greatest prophet."

Muhammad described Allah as a God
of peace.

We Christians find comfort in our

Lord Jesus Christ, who said, "In this

world you will have many troubles, but

take heart (do not be afiraid), for I have

overcome the world" (Jn 16:33).

Baptism and

good works not

enough for true

Christian living,

pope says

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

Genuine prayer

key to transforming

heartSy conquering

hatred

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— Here is

the Vatican text of Pope Benedict XVTs
remarks in English at his weekly general

audience Nov. 8.

Dear brothers and sisters.

In our catechesis today we continue

our reflection on the apostle Paul and

his dramatic conversion to Christ. As a

result of this experience, Christ became
Paul's very life and the inspiration of all

his apostolic labors.

By his words and example, Paul

teaches us that through faith we are made
"righteous" before God; we encounter

his mercifiil justice, enter into fellowship

with him and are enabled to build a more
authentic relationship with others.

Our justification is pure grace, an

unmerited gift of God's radical love

manifested in the cross and resurrection

of Christ.

Like Abraham, whose faith in God
was credited to him as righteousness

(Rom 4:3), we are justified by grace and

not by our own works; hence, our only

boast must be in the Lord.

Through faith and baptism, we share

in the Lord's death and rising to new life;

we now live "in Christ" just as he lives

"in us" in a mystical union which does

not dissolve the distinction between him
and us.

St. Paul's example shows us that

faith must be expressed in a daily life

marked by himible adoration and praise

of God, constant gratitude for his mercy

and a spirit ofjoyfill trust in his gracious

love revealed to the world in Christ Jesus

his son.

Genuine prayer fransforms hearts,

opens us to dialogue, understanding

and reconciliation, and breaks dovra the

walls erected by violence, hafred and

revenge.

Following the example of St. Paul,

may your pilgrimage to Rome renew

your faith and your love for Our Lord.

May God bless you all.
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Our Lady of Guadalupe unique

church in N.C. mountains
CHEROKEE—The Catholic Church

in Cherokee is the product of combining

Roman Catholic tradition with Native

American heritage — an amalgamation

of cultures set in the western North

Carolina mountains.

Catholics living in and around

Cherokee gathered for liturgies in various

places prior to the church's construction

in the mid-1960s. Glenmary priests

serving the westernmost sections of

North Carolina ministered to Cherokee

Catholics.

l^elia Queen, a convert to

Catholicism, dedicated land on which to

build a new church, and plans were set

for construction. Because the donated

land rested in Cherokee territory, a

proposal had to be sent to the Cherokee

tribal council before construction could

proceed.

A resolution was signed in 1960

by the principal chief, thus allowing a

Catholic chapel to be built.

Bishop Vincent S. Waters of Raleigh

dedicated the newly built structure

in August 1966, placing it under the

patronage of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

The building was the first Catholic

church to be constructed on the Cherokee

Indian Reservation.

It was said that Bishop Waters

decided that the church's design reflect

Cherokee culture. Built in the pattern of

the ancient and sacred Cherokee council

house, the church has seven sides,

representing the tribal clans.

Mosaic symbols were laid in the

floor of the church, each representing

a clan: the Paint, the Deer, the Panther,

the Wolf, the Bird, the Potato and the

Blue Holly.

Highlighting the north section of

the church is a large stained glass

window consisting of 5,000 glass pieces

and representing Catholic and Native

American traditions and history. In 1963,

Bishop Waters commissioned Dutch
artist Franz Van Bergen to design the

window.

Tha project took two-and-a-half

years to complete. The central motif of

the window is the heavenly appearance

in December 1531 of the Blessed Virgin

Mary to St. Juan Diego, the Aztec peasant

who witnessed visions of Mary on a hill

knovm as Tepeyac.

However, in an example of artistic

liberty, Sequoyah, the Cherokee who
designed a new alphabet that led to his

people's literacy, was placed within the

window rather than St. Juan Diego. Also

placed within the window are images

of the traditional seven-sided council

houses and the first Basilica ofOur Lady
of Guadalupe in Mexico City.

According to the present pastor.

Father Shawn O'Neal, the name "of

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST OF IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 8-18, 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Htqhiights include:

spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross reUc

Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

KiUamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

Beautiful Glendalough - 6* century monastic site of St. Kevin

Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'Cormell Street, shopping — PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all toxurs and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

For a brochure with complete details, call Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost

Tours at (800) 713-9800.

Photo by George Gobi

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mission in Cherokee reflects both Cherokee heritage and Christian devotion ir

its design.

Guadalupe" is a sort of misnomer, as

there was no place named Guadalupe.

The "of Guadalupe" portion of the

name developed from a mistranslation

of the Aztec language into the Spanish

language.

"St. Juan Diego's actual name was
Quauhtlatoatzin, meaning 'the eagle

speaks,' but being a difficult name to

pronounce, the Spaniards who came to

Mexico gave him an equivalent to 'John

Doe,'" Father O'Neal said.

When Bishop Michael J. Begley

of the newly established Diocese of

Charlotte established St. Joseph Church

in Bryson City in September 1972, Our
Lady of Guadalupe became a mission

of the new parish. The Glermiary priests

assigned to serve as pastors at St. Joseph

— Fathers Donald Levernier, Frank

Gardner and Tom Field — served the

mission for 25 years.

In 1997, Bishop William G. Curlin

transferred ministerial care ofthe mission

to St. Margaret of Scotland Church in

Maggie Valley. Care for the mission

church was restored to St. Joseph Church

in July 2000 upon the arrival of Father

Ray Williams as administrator.

Father Williams served at the mission

until July 2002, when he was appointed

administrator (and now pastor) of St.

Mary, Mother of God Church in Sylva.

Father Frank Seabo served Our Lady

ofGuadalupe Mission between July 2002

and July 2003.

Sisters of St. Francis of Tiffin, Ohio,

arrived at the. mission that year for a

variety of missionary tasks benefiting

Catholics, Cherokees and members of

the local community alike. This work
included teaching at the reservation's

high school, giving music lessons,

leading religious education classes and

assisting in ecumenical and community

efforts.

"Hundreds of visitors come to

Cherokee each year, and the church is

a welcome surprise for many of them,"

Father O'Neal said. "Not only are people

surprised to find a church here, they are

surprised to find a church that is very

obviously a Catholic church when one

sees the interior, a contemporary design

that was a tremendous risk in its day, and

a tribute to the Cherokee people."

"It is a beautifiil example of how

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

MISSION

A Mission of St. Joseph, Bryson City

Lambert Branch Road

Cherokee, N.C. 28719

Phone: (828) 497-9755

Vicariate: Smoky Mountain

Pastor: Father Shawn O'Neal

Number of Households: 26

Father Shawn O'Neal

Catholic means 'universal' becau

it incorporates this small part of tl

universe within the Body of Christ wi

beauty and distinction," he said.

The opening of the casino with

the Qualla Boundary has promptf

an increase in the number of visitc

throughout the year. During past wintei

the congregation celebrated Mass in wl"

is now the Blessed Kateri Tekakwit

Center, a social hall adjacent to t

church that was originally constructed

serve as a residence.

Now that crowds have increas

even during the winter months, the Kat

Center might not be able to hold all 1

people who come to Mass, according

Father O'Neal.

"We might need to move Mass bs

into the church for the first time in m(

than 20 years," said Father O'Neal,

that is the case, I hope people share th

good luck at the casino with us as we v

need to install a new heating system

order to accommodate all the visitors.

Contributing to this story was S,

Writer Karen A. Evans.
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Stating the faith in Baltimore

CNS PHOTO BY NANa WiECHEC

U.S. bishops sing during morning prayer Nov. 14 in Baltimore on the second day of their annual fall meeting.

BISHOPS APPROVE
SEVERAL STATEMENTS

BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

BALTIMORE — As the

U.S. bishops concluded the

public portion of their Nov.

13-16 fall general meeting in

BaltimoreNov. 14, they approved

several new statements and a

restructuring and downsizing

oftheir national conference.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis of

Charlotte attended the meeting

as well as a special Mass Nov.

12 celebrating the restoration

of Baltimore's Basilica of

the National Shrine of the

Assumption of the Blessed

Virgin Mary.

It was the first time all of

the country's bishops gathered

in the basilica since 1989 when
the archdiocese marked its

bicentennial. The American
prelates had often met in the

nation's first diocese, the

premier see, during the 19th

century at seven provincial

See BISHOPS, page 8

Perspectives

David Hains discusses

accepting apologies;

Caldarola examines the

new, scary Internet

I
PAGES 14-15

VOLUME 16 N9 6

Serving the
underserved
Housing Corporation

helps parishes establish

home-repair ministries

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Nearly

1 9,000 homes inNorth Carolina

lack complete plumbing
facilities and 16,000 do not

have functioning kitchens.

According to the U.S.

Census Bureau, five counties in

the Diocese of Charlotte have

poverty rates near 20 percent,

with another eight counties in

the 14-17 percent range.

Such statistics illustrate the

need for home-repair ministries

that respond to the substandard

housing that continues to exist

within every city of the state.

That's where the Catholic

Diocese of Charlotte Housing

Corporation comes in.

"Many parishioners are

interested in a home-repair

See HOUSING, page 6

Building a hopeful future
Banquet benefits women, children

in the Triad

BY DEACON GERALD
POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

GREENSBORO — Pro-

life supporters throughout the

Triad area recently gathered to

hear the moving testimony of

;3s|
an abortion survivor.

"Building Futures Full of

tjHope" was the theme of the

7th annual banquet benefiting

Room at the Inn of the

Caxolinas, held at the Embassy

s-o p-i
MC C0LLEC710H
M3LS0H LIBRftRV CB 3930

CHftPEL HILL MC 27599-0001

Suites in Greensboro Nov. 9.

Room at the Iim of the

Carolinas assists homeless,

single pregnant women and
their babies, both bom and
unborn. Services include

shelter, food, clothing, case

management, in-house day
care, life skills education and

counseling.

The guest speaker was
Gianna lessen, a survivor of an

See BANQUET, page 5

Courtesy Photo by Tom Stocker

Mercy Sister Bernadette McNamara of Catherine's House reacts to a donation of

$1,300 in contributions from Evan Stewart of Queen of the Apostles Church in

Belmont. Also pictured are Christine O'Brien and Billy Stocker.

Treats for

children, and
their moms
TEENS COLLECT FOR
TRANSITIONAL FACILITY

IN BELMONT

BY TOM STOCKER
SPECIAL TO

THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD

BELMONT — Members
of the high school youth group

at Queen of the Aposdes Church

in Belmont spent Halloween

See TREATS, page 4
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Culture Watch

'Nativity' vuorth watching;

Bible exhibition

i
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Unique solution

Peruvian parish fights

malnutrition

I
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Pint of faith

Catholic brewer discusses

faith, business

I PAGE 16
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

LIVING THE DREAM

CNS PHOTO BY David Myers, Southklst Iv\[j >c RtoisTER

Sheryl and Tom Giessel of Lamed, Kan., were awarded the Isidore and Maria Award at the National

Catholic Rural Life Conference's annual conference in Overland Park, Kan. The couple is seen standing

on their combine on their Lamed farm.

Kansas farming couple

receives top rural life award
LARNED, Kan. (CNS) — Farmers

Tom and Sheryl Giessel of Lamed were

awarded the Isidore and Maria Award
Nov. 11 at the National Catholic Rural

Life Conference's armual meeting in

Overland Park.

The annual award honors rural

couples who exemplify fidelity to a

dream, to a vocation and a love which

combines family, integrity, stewardship

and religion.

"The award honors the couple," Tom
Giessel added. "That's what means a lot

to me. ... The term 'family farmer' is

singular, but in reality it is plural.

"A family farmer draws freely on the

energies and spirit of a spouse, parent,

grandparent, sibling, son or daughter,

and at times, friends, neighbors and a

community," he said. "Just as freely, the

farmer gives back without question."

For the Giessels and many like them,

farming isn'tjust a matter ofpaying bills,

it's a social justice issue that broadly

affects the entire global community.

In their document "For I Was
Hungry and You Gave Me Food,"
the U.S. bishops wrote: "A farm or

agricultural system that ignores economic

realities is in financial trouble. An
agricultural system or enterprise that

ignores or neglects moral principles is in

ethical trouble."

Tom Giessel, a member of Sacred

Heart Church in Lamed, said the farm

system in America is in both economic

and ethical trouble.

"Farmers are not being fairly

compensated for what they do," he said.

"I don't believe farmers should be living

under pressure to have a good crop every

year to survive. If farmers are getting

a fair price, then we can take some
bad weather.

"I know that farming is a business,

but we also do it from the heart," he

added. "This is about land, people, food,

social justice and natural resources.

Everything we do in agriculture is

fairly long-term. What I'm doing today

— harvesting — culminates nearly two

years of hard work, financial investment

and commitment."

Food doesn't land on store shelves

"by magic," Tom Giessel said.

"They are all gifts given to Us by

God, and we should respect that fact. It is

through the gifts from Ciod and the hands

of the farmer that this happens."

Bishop Ronald M. Gilmore of
Dodge City, who is president of the

rural life conference, said: "In the eight

years I have known them, Tom and

Sheryl Giessel have reminded me of

nothing so much as the original Adam
and the original Eve in the original

Garden (of Eden)."

"The Lord God settled them in the

Garden of Eden to cultivate and care for

it," the bishop said, adding that the couple

has also "cultivated and cared for" their

family, their church, their community
and Kansas' farmers, ranchers and

rural towns.

Evidence of alleged cure credited to

Cardinal Newman sent to Vatican
BOSTON (CNS) — Evidence

of an alleged miraculous cure in the

Archdiocese of Boston attributed

to the intercession of Cardinal John

Henry Newman has been sent to the

Congregation for Saints' Causes in

Rome.
The Roman postulator of the cause,

Andrea Ambrosi, was assigned by the

archdiocesan tribunal in Boston to be

the official carrier of the package of

documents, which contained two copies

of the evidence. He flew from Boston

to Rome and handed over the package

Nov. 14 to congregation officials at the

Vatican.

The package, containing the swom
testimonies and the medical evidence

of the liealing of Deacon Jack Sullivan,

68, of Marshfield, was sealed during the

closing session of the tribunal Nov. 9.

Deacon Sullivan had a severe spinal

disorder, but was restored to full mobility

in 2001 after praying for Cardinal

Newman's intercession.

Diocesan
planner

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— St. Basil Ukrainian Catholic

Church will have an informational meeting on

the Eastern Rite Nov. 19 at 10 a.m. at Charlotte

Catholic High School, 7702 Pineville-Matthews

Rd. A liturgy will follow at 11 a.m. These are

open to anyone who would like to attend or

learn more about the Eastern Rite. For more

information, e-mail Deacon Mark Shuey at

mshuey2@nc.rr.com or call (919) 779-7246.

HUNTERSVILLE— St. Mark Church, 14740

Stumptown Rd., is sponsoring an "Internet

Safety" program for parents Nov. 19 at 7 p.m.

in the worship space. Experts from the FBI and

Catholic Social Services will provide parents

with insights into specific dangers associated

with their child on the Internet and practical tips

that each parent can use in assuring their child's

safety. For information, contact (704) 948-1306,

ext. 104.

CHARLOTTE — An End-Of-Life Issues

Roundtable will be held at St. Peter Church,

507 S. Tryon St., Dec. 6, 7-9 p.m. in Biss Hall.

A discussion featuring Ray Farris, attorney;

Dr. Alex Sanchez; and Karen Walto, RN; plus

representatives of health care providers will aid

you and your femily on end-of-life decisions,

followed by an open discussion. Free parking is

available in the parking garage next to The Green.

For more information, call (803) 548-3356.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., hosts a First

Friday Women's Retreat, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. in

Room 239 of the New Life Center, following

the 9 a.m. Mass. The program for Dec. 1 will

be "The Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary."

Cardinal Newman's canonization

causewas opened in 1 95 8 in Birmingham,

England, his home diocese, and in 1987

was introduced in Rome. One reason for

the long preparation was the amount of

evidence to be collected and studied.

In 1991 the Vatican declared that

the English philosopher, theologian and

spiritual writer had lived a life of "heroic

virtue" which was worthy of imitation,

giving him the title "Venerable."

CardinalNewman, who diedAug. 1 1

,

1890, at the age of 89, was an Anglican

priest and a leading intellectual in the

Church of England before he converted

to Catholicism in 1845. He was ordained

two years later and was still a priest when
he was made a cardinal by Pope Leo XIII

in 1879.

Cardinal Newman is frequently

referred to as the missing father of the

Second Vatican Council because his

teachings on the laity and doctrine had an

influence on those proceedings, some 70

years after his death.

For more information, call Marie Grzeskiewicz at

(704) 542-9748.

CHARLOTTE —A Support Group for Caregivers

ofa Family Member with Memory Loss meet the last

Monday ofeach month, 10-11:30 am., at St. Gabriel

Church, 3016 Providence Rd. For more information,

contact Suzanne Bach at (704) 376-4135.

HUNTERSVILLE — Elizabeth Ministry is a

peer ministry comprised of St. Mark Church

parishioners who have lost babies before of shortly

after birth. Confidential peer ministry, information

and spiritual materials are offered at no cost

or obligation to anyone who has experienced

miscarriage, stillbirth or the death of a newborn.

For details, call Sandy Buck at (704) 948-4587.

HUNTERSVILLE — New Creation Monastery

invites you to a day of silence and solitude in the

presence of Almighty God. The monastery oflFers

private spiritual retreats for lay people. Write to Father

John Vianney Hoover at New Creation Monastery,

17009-D Northstar Dr., Huntersville, N.C., 28078,

stating why you want to go on retreat and when. For

more information, call (704) 609-901 1

.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

GASTONIA — St. Michael Church, 708 St.

Michael's Ln., will host a free Thanksgiving-

Celebration Nov. 23, 12-3 p.m., in the parish

center. Family and friends are all invited for food

and fellowship. Transportation is available for

those needing rides. Meals will be delivered to

those who cannot attend. Call the church office at

(704) 867-6212 for details.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 4145 Johnson St., hosts Hope OfSeeing

Everyone Again (HOSEA), a program to invite

Catholics who have distanced themselves from the

Catholic Church to return. This small group meets

Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m., through Dec. 19 to discuss
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FROM THE VATICAN

Sales of so-called Pope John Paul

relics stop after media flurry

Shop near Vatican removes items from shelves

ROME (CNS) — By the time

Romans read in their newspapers that

there was a shop near the Vatican with

reHcs of Pope John Paul II, the shop had

removed its sign advertising their sale.

The Pope John Paul medals with tiny

specks of cloth — the so-called relics

— attached had been removed from the

shelves. Gone also were the statues ofthe

late pope with the hope-filled inscription,

"Saint John Paul H."

The French Catholic news agency

I.Media reported the sales Nov. 8; Italian

news agencies and television ran the

story Nov. 9; Italian newspapers carried

the report in their Nov. 10 editions.

The shop workers were not speaking

to the press after the newspapers hit

the stands.

Before the sales stopped and the

various issues and concerns and to receive pastoral

referrals and guidance. For more information,

contact Larry Kwan at (336) 688-1220.

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council of
Catholic Women will have a Christmas Tea at the

Knights of Columbus Hall, 2780 Horse Pen Creek

Rd., E>ec. 6, 2-4 p.m. For more information, call

Carmen Wood at (336) 545-9266.

GREENSBORO — The Reemployment Support

Group of St. Paul the Apostle Church will meet

Nov. 30, 7:30-9 p.m., in Room 8 of the Parish

Life Center, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. If you are

currently out of work or looking to make a career

change, join us for encouragement, support and

informative topics to help you in your job search.

For more information, call Colleen Assal at (336)

294-4696, ext. 226.

GREENSBORO— If you have a special need for

prayers, or would like to offer your time in prayer

for others' needs, please call the Prayer Chain

at Our Lady of Grace Church. The Prayer Chain

is a sizable group conmiitted to praying for your

needs and the needs ofyour family and friends on

a daily basis. To request a prayer or to participate

in the Prayer Chain, call the church office at (336)

274-6520, ext. 10 and leave your name, address

and phone number.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY — Father Robert Ferris leads a

Lectionary Bible Study at St. Aloysius Church, 92

1

Second St., Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the parlor.

Anyone interested is welcome to attend. This study

prepares participants for the following Sunday's

Mass by reading and studying the liturgical

readings for the next week. For more information

on this study, contact KathySuccop at (828) 327-

2341 orstalscoordinator@charter.net.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

KERNERSVILLE — The Catechism of the

Head and Heart religious education series for

adults will be held this fall in the library at

Bishop McGuinness High School, 1 725 NC Hwy

news blackout began, the shop owner

told the Rome-based II Messaggero

newspaper that the specks of cloth were

"third-class relics," pieces of cloth

that had been touched to Pope John

Paul's tomb.

The owner stretched the definition a

bit; usually a piece of cloth is considered

to be a third-class relic if it has touched

a first-class relic— the person's body or

part of the body — or if it has touched

a second-class relic — something used

by the saint or holy person during his or

her lifetime.

The Vicariate of Rorrie and the

promoter of Pope John Paul's sainthood

cause denoimced the sale ofthe so-called

relics and informed the public that they

could get a piece of a cassock actually

worn by Pope John Paul for free.

66 South. Maryann Tyrer will speak about

"Catholic Moral Theology" Nov. 30 at 7:30

p.m. For more information, call Loretta Bedner

at (336) 564-1040.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., attheFatima

Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Sandra McMonagle
will speak on "Catholic Schools: Are they worth

it?" Nov. 22. The sacrament of reconciliation

win be offered at 12 p.m. in the chapel. For

more information and to RSVP, call Sister

Kathy Ganiel at (336) 624-1971 or e-mail

kganiel@triad.rr.com. Walk-ins are welcome.

WINSTON-SALEM— St. Benedict the Moor
Church, 1625 East 12th St., hosts a 12:15 p.m.

prayer service, Veni Sanctus Spiritus, the second

and fourth Wednesday of each month. All are

welcome to reflect on God and refresh the spirit

in the middle of a day. For more information

call Sister Larretta Rivera-Williams at (336)

725-9200.

WINStON-SALEM — The Compassionate

Care-Givers meet the first, third and fifth

Thursdays of each month at St. Benedict the

Moor Church, 1625 East 12th St. This group

provides affirmation, support and prayer for

jjeople who have cared for and are caring for

loved ones living with Alzheimer's and any

other chronic illnesses. For more information,

call Sister Larretta Rivera-Williams at (336)

725-9200.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@chariottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Pope to Swiss bishops: No picking

and choosing on morals

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Nov. 18— 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Matthew Church, Chariotte

Nov. 26

50th Anniversary Celebration Mass
Archdiocese of Atlanta

Nov. 29

lUass for the Dedication of the

Cathedral

100th Anniversary Celebration

Richmond, Va.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Catholic Church must do more to show
people how values such as peace, justice

and nonviolence are intrinsically tied to

the values of respect for human life and

committed self-giving in married love.

Pope Benedict XVI said.

"Modern society is not simply

without morals," but the morality many
have chosen to follow is selective, he said

during a Nov. 9 meeting with the bishops

of Switzerland and heads of Vatican

congregations.

The off-the-cuff speech was the

pope's third address to the visiting Swiss

bishops in a week. The bishops were

concluding their "ad limina" visits to

report on the status of their dioceses.

Pope Benedict said the Catholic

Church must face the challenge ofpeople

being attracted to its spirituality, while

rejecting many of its moral teachings and

disciplines.

While the spirituality attracts

them, "that which is very difficult

for people is the morality the church

proclaims," he said.

Modem men and women, he said,

have rediscovered and reclaimed the

values of "peace, nonviolence, justice

for all, care for the poor and respect

for creation," values which the church

"perhaps did not propose enough."

But they are values that belong to the

church's moral tradition, the pope said,

and the values that are more difficult for

people to accept are those regarding the

dignity of human life and sexuality.

Almost proclaiming the values

of nondiscrimination and freedom
as absolutes, the pope said,

many people cannot accept the

church's condemnation of abortion,

euthanasia, genetic manipulation
and homosexual unions.

But an awareness of the value

of each human life — no matter how
inconvenient, weak or old — and an

acknowledgment of the importance

of strong traditional families have not

completely disappeared, the pope said.

"We must commit ourselves to

reconnecting these two parts of morality

and making it more evident that they are

inseparably united," Pope Benedict said.

"Only if one respects human life

from conception to death is an ethic of

peace possible and credible," he said.

"Only then can nonviolence express

itself in every direction; only then can we
truly accept creation, and only then can

we reach true justice."

Preparing the feast

CNS PHOTO BY Karen Omm, Norjhwest Induna Chhouc

lessica Markovich, a first-grade student at St. Stanislaus School in East Chicago, Ind., stuffs a turkey as

classmates watch Nov. 1 5 in preparation for a Thanksgiving feast she and her classmates planned to

celebrate with their eighth-grade buddies the following day. Thanksgiving is observed Nov. 23 this year.

Correction
A photo caption depicting Knights of Columbus Council 8509's Operation L.A.M.B. should have

indicated the council was from Holy Cross Church in Kemersville, not Holy Family Church

in Clemmons.
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Courtesy Photo by Tom Stocker

Teenagers from Queen of the Apostles Church in Belmont are dressed up for Halloween, during which

they collected donations for Catherine's House in Belmont.

No tricks
y
just treats this Halloween

TREATS, from page 1

collecting for women and children in need.

More than a dozen youths from the

parish and their frierids collected cash

donations and supplies Oct. 3 1 for babies

and toddlers who live with their mothers

at Catherine's House in Belmont.

Sponsored by the Sisters ofMercy
of North Carolina, Catherine's House
is a transitional facility providing

shelter, opportunities and guidance

for approximately 22 residents —
women and women with children who
are homeless.

Evan Stewart, a teenage parishioner

of Queen of the Apostles Church,

conceived the idea for the annual effort

that netted more than $ 1 ,500 in donations

as well as items for the children.

Donated items included
disposable diapers, baby wipes,
laundry detergents, lotions, shampoo,
conditioner and toiletries.

Stewart made flyers explaining how
the youth group would collect donations

for Catherine's House, and about the

facility, and put them in neighborhood

mailboxes the week before Halloween.

Stewart and other teens presented the

donations and supplies to Mercy Sister

Bemadette McNamara, president and

chief executive officer of Catherine's

House.

"I was overwhelmed by the

response," said Sister McNamara,
adding Bank of America would match

the monetary amount.

"The money and items will be used

to meet the needs of the residents of

Catherine's House," she said.

Since opening in 1992, Catherine's

House has provided programs and

guidance to hundreds of women and

women with children. Assistance includes

help with employment, educational

opportunities, emotional stability

and, ultimately, self-sufficiency and

affordable, safe housing.

Stays at the facility are generally

limited to a three-month duration.

Children, including pre-schoolers,

continue their education while at

Catherine's House.

Currently 10 women and six children

reside there.

Tom Stocker is aparishionerofQueen

ofthe Apostles Church in Belmont.

WANT MORE INFO?

Visit Catherine's House Web site at

www.catherineshouseinc.org.

Helping Holy Angels

Courtesy Photo

Marjorie Rorie of Truliant Federal Credit Union presents a community mini-grant to Lynne Reyburn of Holy Angels

in Belmont. Also pictured is Tammy Kane (right) of Truliant Member Financial Center in McAdenville.

Facility receives grant to assist residents

BELMONT — Holy Angels in

Belmont was one of 17 organizations to

receive a community mini-grant fi-om

Truliant Federal Credit Union.

Founded in 1956 by the Sisters of

Mercy of North Carolina, Holy Angels

is a private, nonprofit corporation

that provides programs and services

for children and adults with varying

degrees of mental retardation, some of

whom have physical disabilities and are

medically fragile.

Marjorie Rorie, Truliant's director

of community services, designed

the Truliant Community Mini-Grant

Program to assist nonprofit agencies with

overhead expenses.

The program "is designed to

enhance financial support for nonprofit

agencies that serve people in underserved

communities where Truliant operates,"

said Rorie.

"We are pleased to present this

fimding to Holy Angels on behalf of our

organization, which received 60 grant

applicants from eight regions," she said.

The $500 grant was presented to

Holy Angels during a ceremony at the

Truliant Member Financial Center in

McAdenville. The money will be used

to assist with the purchase of adaptive

communication and learning devices to

meet the educational and social needs of

Holy Angels residents.

"Holy Angels is grateful to

Truliant Federal Credit Union for

these grant dollars," said Regina
Moody, Holy Angels' president and

chief executive officer.

"The communication and learning

devices will provide our residents with

experiences that are rewarding, enriching

and educational," she said.

The Truliant Member Financial

Center in McAdenville has long been a

partner with Holy Angels, supporting

various fundraising events including

the Angel Bowl, an annual bowl-a-

thon that raises public awareness and

much-needed funds for residents'

services and programs.

WANT MORE INFO?

Visit Holy Angels' Web site at www.

holyangelsnc.org, or call (704)

825-4161.

AMERICA'S VIVEROS ROOFING

noomc

BBB
Specialists in Shingles

Licensed &v Insured

Member FREE ESTIMATES
Southern Piedmont

Charlotte v\A/vw.avroofing.com

704-320-4526— 704-622-8185

Abbotswood Senior Living

For more than 17 years, Abbotswood at

Irving Park has built a reputation on ™^m^^lg providing exemplary retirement living services to

independent seniors. Residents enjoy the largest

I and 2 bedroom floorplans in Irving Park,

delicious meals, a full-time wellness director and month-to-rhonth rental

with NO BUY-IN FEES. Optional in-home health care services are

available. Call today to schedule your personal tour.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOKWOQD
^ at Irving Park

The onlyJiiU service retirement living address in the heart ofIrving Park

^™ 3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 11¥)S • viww.kiscoseniorliving.com

^1

lieB

jeoi

iieeti

loud



November 17, 2006

FROM THE COVER
The Catholic News & Herald 5

I

Banquet serves up hope

for mothers
BANQUET, from page 1

abortion performed during her mother's

29th week of pregnancy.

"Gianna is testimony to the power of

God," said Charles Breeding, the banquet

master of ceremonies.

lessen, 29, of Nashville, Tenn., was

bom in the California abortion clinic after

18 hours in a saline solution. She was

burned inside and out, weighed 2 poimds

and was diagnosed with cerebral palsy as

a result of the attempted abortion.

"It's good to be alive! I don't die

easy. Burned alive for 1 8 hours, I should

have died," said lessen.

"I know from experience that those

who reap in tears will sow in joy," she

said. "The irony of the situation is that

the abortionist had to sign my birth

certificate."

lessen was placed in an abusive

foster home, but was later adopted by

Penny lessen.

Although the doctors had predicted

the baby would be "no more than a

vegetable," unable to speak, see or

walk. Penny lessen spent hours with

her in intensive physical therapy that

soon bore fruit.

In fact, none of the doctors'

predictions came true. By age 4, lessen

was able to walk with a walker and leg

braces. Today, she walks without the

aid of braces, walker or cane. Lifting

weights has sfrengthened her legs and

prevents her from falling down as often

as in the past.

Today, she doesn't let her limp hold

her back. In May 2005, she ran a 26-mile

marathon in Nashville.

"I would not be here without the love

and commitment of Penny," said lessen.

"God kept me and God kept me free."

lessen believes it is her duty to tell

others the truth about abortion.

"Why do people speak about
abortion in terms of politics instead of

the baby inside? Why do people find

weakness so uncomfortable?" she asked

her audience.

"I see apathy in this coimtry. We
are not passionate about life. This is

evidenced in how casually we take life,"

she said. "If abortion was just about

women's rights, then what about mine?"

lessen's strong views have frequently

put her in the public eye. She has testified

twice before the U.S. Congress — in

1996 against partial-birth abortions and

in 2000 in support of the Bom Alive

Infant Act. The act says any infant who
is fially bom and shows signs of life is

considered a human person entitled to the

fill! protection of the law — even if the

baby is bom during a failed abortion.

In 2002, she was invited to the

White House to witness the signing of
the Bom Alive Infant Act by President

George W. Bush.

lessen recalled being nervous about

meeting the president, but he said to her,

"You are so sweet. I am not going to let

you down."

lessen said it takes courage to

take a stand against abortion, and

she encouraged the audience to keep

fighting.

"I know what it is to stand in a

crooked and perverse generation," she

said. "Make those extraordinary choices

and make them now."

During the banquet. Bishop Peter J.

Jugis presented a Faithful Servant Award
to Father Conrad Kimbrough, who has

long been an outspoken advocate for

the unborn. He has regularly prayed

outside abortion clinics — twice being

incarcerated for doing so — and attends

pro-life rallies such as the annual national

March for Life in Washington, D.C.

During the presentation. Bishop

Jugis commended the efforts of Father

Kimbrough as well as those of Albert

Hodges, president and CEO of Room at

the Inn of the Carolinas.

The original Room at the Inn of the

Triad was incorporated in 1999.

The nonprofit corporation made
renovations to its original facility and

opened the Mary Corinne Nussbaum
Home for single mothers in 2001.

The only licensed maternity home in

Guilford County, the facility is licensed

to accommodate six pregnant women and

their children.

Other programs have been added

to meet their clients' needs, including

programs and support for pregnant

women in the Lowcountry area of South

Carolina in 2005.

In 2006, Room at the Inn of the

Carolinas was established as the parent

organization over Room at the Irm of

the Triad and Room at the Inn of the

Lowcountry.

Contributing to this article was
Catholic News Service.

WANT MORE INFO?

VisitRoom at the Inn ofthe CarolinasWeb site

at www.roomattheinnoflhecarolinas.org.

C
Cc

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordahility

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Photos by Deacon Gerald Potxay

Above: Gianna lessen addresses those attending a banquet benefiting Room at the Inn of the Carolinas

in Greensboro Nov. 7.

Below: Bishop Peter J. Jugis presents a Faithful Servant Award to Father Conrad Kimbrough during the

banquet.

Peace, Tranquility

Toll free 888-536-7441

(Hickory residents: 828-327-7441

You've heard about our attributes,

but have you experienced them?

Call the Catholic Conference Center

today and get in on what you're missing!

- \
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Jay Conrad, 1 6, is pictured at a Boy Scout camp near Marion, N.C., in July 2006. Jay's fiftii-grade artworl<

was a winning submission in the Autism Society of North Carolina's 2006 Holiday Card Contest.

Drawing holiday cheer
Huntersville teens artwork wins contest

HUNTERSVILLE — Jay Conrad,

a parishioner of St. Mark Church in

Huntersville, was one of three winners in

the Autism Society of North Carolina's

2006 Holiday Card Contest.

Jay, who is 16 with a form of

autism, drew his winning artwork as a

fifth-grader in Gary, N.C. The drawing

is a night scene with an angel greeting

shepherds and sheep.

"It's pretty common for an autistic

child to have a unique view of things,"

said Stephanie Conrad, Jay's mother.

"For example, the shepherds have their

backs to us because they are turned and

looking up at the angel."

TheAutism Society ofNorth Carolina

has hosted the contest for 16 years.

It began as an activity in the

classroom, but has grown to reflect

artistic talent across North Carolina.

Submissions include a variety ofholiday-

themed artwork by artists of all ages on

the autism spectrum.

The holiday cards are sure to

spread holiday cheer as well as increase

awareness of autism spectrum disorders

and the work of the Autism Society of

North Carolina. Thousands of people

across the country will see the cards this

holiday season.

The other winners were Matthew
Sara, 17, of Greensboro and Vidal Tan,

17, of Fletcher.

Each will be presented with a framed

copy of his card as well as a small cash

prize at the Autism Society of North

Carolina's Annual Conference in the

spring of 2007.

Autism is a brain disorder that hinders

one's ability to communicate, form

Courtesy Photo

Jay Conrad's winning artworl^.

relationships and respond appropriately

to the environment. It typically appears

during the first three years of life.

The Autism Society of North
Carolina was founded in 1970 by a group

of parents who were concerned about the

lack of diagnostic and treatment services

for their children.

WANT MORE INFO?

Visit the society's Web site

www.autismsociety-nc.org, or call

(800) 442-2762.

'PEOPLE SEEM TO BE REALLY EXCITEDABOUT
THIS MINISTRY'

Housing Corporation supports

home-repair ministries

HOUSING, from pag@l

ministry, but they don't know how to go

about it," said Gerard Carter, director of

the Housing Corporation.

The Housing Corporation offers

training workshops and support to

parishes wanting to start home-repair

outreaches.

These volunteer ministries would
offer minor home repairs fi-ee to people

who otherwise couldn't afford to repair

a leaking faucet, replace rotted wood
siding or install a wheelchair ramp, for

example.

Through their efforts, volunteers are

able to improve the quality of life for

each individual and family served by a

home-repair ministry.

So far, three training workshops

have been held, and at least 12 more are

scheduled for next year.

"But we will come to any parish that

wants to start a ministry," Carter said.

During the workshops. Carter said,

parishioners are instructed to define the

ministry's work — how many people

they can serve, what types ofrepairs they

will do, how applicants will be screened.

The Housing Corporation has written

a manual detailing the process of setting

up and operating a successfiil home-repair

ministry. The manual includes advice on

deciding what services the ministry

will provide, recruiting and training

volunteers and screening applicants.

The manual, which is available on
the housing corporation's Web site, also

includes sample forms.

Carter stressed that the Housing
Corporation has not created a specific

model for parishes to follow, but rather

guidelines to help them establish a

ministry that works best for tfaem.

"People seem to be really excited

about this ministry," Carter said.

Since July 2004, the Housing
Corporation has been funded by
contributions made through the annual

Diocesan Support Appeal.

Working together with regional

advisory committees, groups ofdedicated

parishioners and clergy, community
agencies and consultants, the Housing

Corporation is engaged in the beginning

stages of responding to housing needs

within the diocese's 46-county area of

western North Carolina.

Contact Staff" Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

WANT MORE INFO?

To download a free copy of the Home
Repair Ministry, visit www.cdchousing-

corporation.com. To schedule a training

workshop for your paristi, call Gerard

Carter at (704) 370-3250.

Attention: Homeowners.. .Have a plumbing problem? I)on'l Panic!...

''How To Get A Top Talent IMumber 1 o

Show Up On-Time So Vou Don't \\ aste l ime"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plunging coniftanies won't give you a real

appointment ttnie and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now thwe's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Tliree-Way Plumbing Service, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 coacord

Serving The Entire Charlotte Diocese Area

w\v\v.3wavplunibina.com Proud member of St. James Church

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Ctiair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. Charlotte. NC • (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas
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Serious sin a bar to receiving

Communion, bishops say in

document
BY NANCY FRAZIER O'BRIEN

CATHOUC NEWS SERVICE

BALTIMORE — Emphasizing that

they were addressing all Catholics, and

not just politicians or any other group,

the U.S. bishops Nov. 14 voted in favor

of a document calling on those in a state

of serious sin to refrain from receiving

Communion. The vote was 201-24, with

two abstentions.

An effort to amend the docimient

to specifically name politicians as

among those who need to examine

their consciences before receiving the

Eucharist failed on a voice vote.

titled '"Happy Are Those Who Are

Called to His Supper': On Preparing to

Receive ChristWorthily in the Eucharist,"

the document says that a Catholic who
"knowingly and obstinately" rejects

"the defined doctrines of the church" or

repudiates "definitive teaching on moral

issues" would not be in communion
with Ae church and therefore should not

receive Communion.
"Allkinds ofpeople don'timderstand

their responsibilities when going to

the Eucharist," said Bishop Arthur J.

Serratelli of Paterson, N.J., chairman of

the U.S. bishops'Committee on Doctrine.

His committee prepared the document

following a request in November 2004

by Archbishop John J. Myers ofNewark,

NJ., for a statement on how Catholics

should prepare to receive the Eucharist.

Archbishop Myers' request came
after a presidential campaign in

which some bishops had criticized the

Democratic candidate. Sen. John Kerry

of Massachusetts, and said he and other

Catholic politicians who supported

abortion should be refiised Communion

imder canon law.

But a footnote to the document says

that it is not intended "to provide specific

guidelines" to the provision in canon

law that says that Catholics "obstinately

persevering in manifest grave sin" should

not be allowed to receive Communion.
In comments to the bishops before

the Nov. 14 debate and vote. Bishop

Serratelli said the document was intended

as a positive message of encouragement

to U.S. Catholics.

"To be a Catholic is a challenge

and to be a Catholic is to adhere to the

church's teachings as handed down by

Christ," he said.

The document said all Catholics

"should strive to receive holy Communion
regularly, gratefiilly and worthily."

"We may find ourselves in situations,

however, wiierean examinationofconscience

before God reveals to us that we should

refiain fixm partaking ofthe body and blood

ofChrist," the bishops said.

But among the 79 amendments to the

document was a warning that everyone

"should be cautious when making
judgments about whether or not someone

else should receive holy Communion."
"In order to receive holy Communion

we must be in communion with God and

with the church," the document says.

"If we are no longer in a state of grace

because of mortal sin, we are seriously

obliged to refrain from receiving holy

Commimion imtil we are reconciled with

God and the church."

Among examples of such sin, the

document cites "committing murder,

including abortion and euthanasia;

harboring deliberate hatred of others;

(and) sexual abuse of a minor or

vulnerable adult, or physical or verbal

Save On This Unique 18-Dav Repositioning Cruise!

Cruise Northern Europe

+ Germany Land Tour
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Other Roman Cathohcs Departing April 29, 2007
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The U.S. bishops gather Nov. 1 3 in Baltimore for the start of their annual fall meeting.

abuse ofothers that causes grave physical

or psychological harm."

Other "serious violations ofthe law of

love of God and of neighbor" h.sted in the

document included swearing a false oath,

missing Mass on Sundays or holy days

without a serious reason, "acting in serious

disobedience against proper authority,"

sexual activity "outside the bonds of a

valid marriage," stealing, slander or

involvement with pornography.

The document criticized those who
"give selective assent to the teachings of

the church."

But Catholics who have "honest

doubt and confusion" about some church

teachings "are welcome to partake of

holy Communion, as long as they are

prayerfully and honestly striving to

understand the truth of what the church

professes and are taking appropriate

steps to resolve their confusion and

doubt," the document says.

"If a Catholic in his or her personal

or professional life were knowingly and

obstinately either to reject or to doubt

the defined doctrines of the church or

her definitive teaching on moral issues,

however, he or she would seriously

diminish his or her communion with

the church," it added. "Reception of

holy Communion in such a situation

would not accord with the nature of

the eucharistic celebration, so he or she

should refrain."

If a person who "is publicly known
to have committed serious sin or to have

rejected definitive church teaching and

is not yet reconciled with the church"

receives Communion, it "is likely to

cause scandal for others," giving "further

reason" for the person to refrain, the

bishops said.

The document says Catholics

should get ready to receive Communion
through both "remote preparation"
— prayer. Scripture reading, frequent

confession and other steps — and

"proximate preparation."

The bishops said elements
of proximate preparation include

maintaining "reverent silence" before

Mass begins; refraining from food

and drink for an hour before receiving

Communion; dressing modestly at Mass;

listening attentively to the Scripture

readings and homily; and actively

participating in the Mass "with our

whole hearts and minds and bodies."

The bishops also urged Catholics

to make "a reverent bow of the head"

before receiving Communion.
"Putting these simple actions

into practice will help us to enter

more profoundly into the eucharistic

celebration, receive holy Communion
more worthily, and thus obtain more

fially the grace of communion with the

risen lord Jesus and with one another,"

the document says.

"

It also includes two appendices

explaining church teaching on when non-

Catholics can receive Communion in a

Catholic church and when Catholics are

permitted to take Commxmion at a non-

Catholic service.

"When participating as guests in

worship services in other Christian

communities, Catholics are encouraged to

join the community in the shared responses

and in the singing ofhymns," the document

says. "It is not permitted, however, for

Catholics to receive communion in other

Christian ecclesial communities."

The document also reminds Catholics

who join in non-Catholic services on a

Sunday that "the obligation to participate

in a Catholic Mass still remains."

Non-Catholics are permitted to

receive Communion in a Catholic church

only if they belong to churches in full

communion with the Catholic Church

or in cases of "grave necessity" when
ministers of their own faith are not

available and certain other conditions are

met, the appendix says.
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U.S. bishops approve several

statements at meeting

BISHOPS, from page 1

and three plenary councils of the U.S.

Catholic Church.

"Knowing that this building has

been standing for 200 years is a witness

to the presence of the Catholic Church

in the United States from the beginning

of the colonies and the forming of our

nation," said Bishop Jugis.

"It is a witness to the impact that

the Catholic Church has played from the

beginning of our coimtry," he said.

On Nov. 13, the first day of their

meeting, they allocated money for a

further study ofthe context and causes of

clergy sexual abuse.

Among the texts they approved

were:
— A new statement outlining the

preparationneededtoreceiveCommimion

worthily, which says that serious sin is a

bar to receiving the Eucharist.

— A document calling married

couples to understand and live church

teaching on artificial confraception.

—A statement on Iraq issued in the

name of Bishop William Skylstad of

Spokane, Wash., president of the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops.

The USCCB also approved a series

of guidelines for the pastoral care of

persons with a homosexual inclination,

gave their OK to creating a "Directory

for Music and the Liturgy" for use in

U.S. dioceses, and authorized a revision

of the Lectioriary for Mass for selected

days in Advent by a 205-13 vote with

two abstentions.

Bishops ' statements

The Communion statement, "'Happy

Are Those Who Are called to His

Supper': On Preparing to Receive

Christ Worthily in the Eucharist," was

approved 201-24 with two abstentions.

The document calls on those in a state

of serious sin to refrain from receiving

Communion. The bishops emphasized

they were addressing all Catholics, and

not just politicians or any other group.

An effort to amend the document

to specifically name politicians as

among those who need to examine

their consciences before receiving the

Eucharist failed on a voice vote.

The contraception document,
"Married Love and the Gift of Life,"

passed 220-11 with one abstention.

It strongly supports natural family

planning, saying it "enables couples

to cooperate with the body as God
designed it," adding that contraception

introduces "a false note" that disturbs

marital intimacy and contributes

to a decline in society's respect for

marriage and for life.

The document says that a Catholic

who "knowingly and obstinately" rejects

"the defined doctrines of the church" or

repudiates "her definitive teaching on

moral issues" would notbe in communion
with the church and therefore should not

receive Communion.
The Iraq statement, which passed

Nov. 13 on a unanimous voice vote,

said: "We hope our nation has moved
beyond the divisive rhetoric of the

recent campaign and the shrill and

shallow debate that distorts reality and

reduces the options to 'cut and run'

versus 'stay the course.'" The four-page

document was prepared by the USCCB
Committee on International Policy in

collaboration with the U.S. Archdiocese

for the Military Services and the USCCB
Adminisfrative Committee.

"The (Bush) administration and

the new Congress need to engage

in a collaborative dialogue that

honestly assesses the situation in Iraq,

acknowledges past difficulties and

miscalculations, recognizes and builds

on positive advances (e.g., broad

participation in elections), and reaches

agreement on concrete steps to address

the serious challenges that lie ahead,"

it said.

The statement on pastoral care of

homosexually inclined persons reiterates

church teaching that all homosexual acts

are morally wrong but affirms the dignity

of those with homosexual inclinations

and says that experiencing such an

inclination is not in itself sinful.

The bishops approved the statement

194-37 with one abstention, after turning

back a motion to send it back to their

Committee on Doctrine, which drafted

the document, for more consultation and

Mortgage Place Lending
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Auxiliary Bishop Emil A. Wcela, left, of Rockville Centre, N.Y., and Auxiliary Bishop Richard J. Sklba of N

reorganization of the U.S. bishops' conference. The two were attending the U.S. bishops' annual fall meetii

revision. The draft document the bishops

received before the meeting was amended
heavily before it came to a final vote.

Decisions and directions

The hymn directory, approved 195-

21 with five abstentions, is intended

to ensure that hymns used at Mass are

doctrinally correct and based on Scripture

and liturgical texts. The document also

includes norms saying that each diocesan

bishop is responsible for approving

liturgical songs in his diocese.

The directory and norms now go to

the Vatican for its assent.

The bishops voted 213-19 for a four-

year strategic plan for 2008-2011 despite

strenuous objections by some bishops over

some ofthe planned staff cuts. More than 60

jobs will be eliminated in the restructuring.
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"The (Bush) administration

and the new Congress need

to engage in a collaborative

dialogue that honestly assesses

the situation in Iraq ..."

Decisions^, , k,^,-
AT A GLANCE

Among the actions taken at their November

meeting, the U.S. bishops...

Called for nonpartisan talks

on a "responsible transition"

in Iraq.

Approved statement calling

on those in a state of

serious sin to refrain from

Commimion.

Allocated funds for the next

phases ofnational study

on clergy sexual abuse of

minors.

Voted to restructure their

national operations and

cut the assessment dioceses

pay-

Approved document calling

married couples to live

church teaching on ardficial

contraception.

Gave their OK to creating

a "Directory for Music and

the Liturgy" for use in U.S.

dioceses.

Passed a series of guidelines

for the pastoral care of

homosexual Catholics.

Authorized a revision of

the Lectionary for Mass for

selected days in Advent.

Elected Bishop Gerald F.

BCicanas ofHicson, Ariz., as

their new secretary.

Passed a $139.5 million

budget and a series of

priorities and plans for 2007.

Created a nongeographic

episcopal region for the

nation's Eastern-rite bishops.

Approved a four-year

strategic plan beginning in

2008.
©2005 CN5

CNS PHOTO BY Nano Wiechec

over papers Nov. 1 3 in Baltimore regarding the

Heads of dioceses then, in a 158-6

vote, adopted a proposal to cut diocesan

funding of the USCCB in 2008 by 16

percent. Diocesan assessments - which

will cover nearly $11.9 million of the

USCCB 's $139.5 million budget in 2007

approved by the bishops - will shrink in

2008 to just under $10 million.

Only bishops who head dioceses

were allowed to vote on questions

directly affecting the finances of their

dioceses.

On the clergy sexual abuse study.

Patricia O'Dormell Ewers, chairwoman

ofthe National Review Board overseeing

the bishops' compliance with their child

protection charter, told the bishops Nov.

13, "I can't emphasize enough how
important this study is for society as a

whole" as well as for the church.

The first study, conducted by the

John Jay College of Criminal Justice in

New York, was considered a landmark in

its field, and the new study is expected to

be similarly groundbreaking.

The board commissioned the college

to do the follow-up on causes and

context, expected to cost around $3

million, in November 2005, after the

bishops the previous Jime committed $ 1

million from their reserve funds to help

pay for the study.

The $335,000 expenditure they

approved by unanimous voice vote

Nov. 13 comes out of that $1 million

commitment. The college expects to

obtain outside funding for the more
expensive last three phases of the

new study.

They also approved their priorities

and plans for 2007 Nov. 14 by a 210-20

vote with three abstentions.

They also created a nongeographic

episcopal region for Eastern-rite bishops,

and extended through 2011 a resolution

on diocesan financial reporting first

adopted in 2000.

Other actions

In other actions, the U.S. bishops:

— Elected Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas

of Tucson, Ariz., as their new secretary,

118-116, over Archbishop Daniel M.
Buechlein of Indianapolis. The bishops

also chose 10 chairmen-elect for their

committees.

— Approved by a unanimous voice

vote the creationofanewnongeographical
episcopal region for the Eastern-rite

bishops. They approved creation of

Region XV; the United States is divided

into 14 regions for the nation's Latin-rite

bishops.

— Listened to Bishop Skylstad

in his presidential address Nov. 13

criticize the growing "coarseness" in

U.S. society, which he said has had its

impact on the Catholic Church. "Today

vulgarity is common, hardly noticed,"

he said. "Even the name of God is

disrespected in everyday speech." He
added, "I would suggest to you that

the phenomenon is symptomatic of a

growing failure in our society: the lack

of respect for one another, to see each

other as being made in the image and

likeness of God."
— Heard an appeal from Cardinal,

Justin Rigali of Philadelphia for bishops

to send delegations to the International

Eucharistic Congress slated for 2008 in

Quebec City.

— Reauthorized a number of ad hoc

committees Nov. 14 by a vote of 213-8

with five abstentions.

The bishops also heard a report

from Archbishop Alfred C. Hughes
of New Orleans and Bishop Thomas
J. Rodi of Biloxi, Miss., about the

state of their dioceses one year after

Hurricane Katrina.

"They were immensely grateful for

all the help they received from Catholic

dioceses and Catholic individuals from

all over the country, many of whom
personally came to lend efforts to help

the clean up and return to normalcy," said

Bishop Jugis.

"It was a moving conversation of

deep gratitude.... about the tremendous

charity of people still coming to the aide

of the church and society in the Gulf

Coast region," he said.

Bishop Jugis said Archbishop
Hughes and Bishop Rodi reported it

would take "many more years to dig

out from the devastation of apocalyptic

proportions."

"They said while the government

will help, it will primarily be the church

and other nonprofit organizations tha*.

will share their resources and help bring

normalcy and hope back to the Gulf

Coast," said Bishop Jugis.

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributeiF

to this article.
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COture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Bible exhibition in Washington a

feast for bibhophiles, bibUcists

BY NANCY HARTNAGEL
CATHOUC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — A Washington

exhibition of early Bibles is a feast for

bibUophiles and biblicists alike.

Titled "In the Beginning: Bibles

Before the Year iOOO," the exhibition

runs through Jan. 7 in the Arthur M.
Sackler Gallery of the Smithsonian

histitution on the National Mall.

It was organized by the Sackler;

the Freer Gallery of Art, also part of the

Smithsonian; and the Bodleian Library of

the University of Oxford in England.

The Word ofGod was preserved and

transmitted in fragile vessels, copied by

hand on papyrus and parchment, just

text at first but later illuminated art. In

the Sackler exhibit, about 70 examples

from these ancient scrolls (bookroUs) and

codices (books) are on display, many for

Ae first time in the United States.

The remarkable exhibition also

explains how the Jewish and Christian

Scriptures came to be gathered into the

best-selling book of all time.

Among the fragments — some just

bits and pieces, many intact— are such

mystical biblical names as the Codex
Sinaiticus from the Monastery of St.

Catherine on Mount Sinai; the Second

Isaiah Scroll, recovered among the

Dead Sea Scrolls in the desert caves

at Qumran; and the Stockholm Codex
Aureus, an eighth-century text from

southeast England whose pages literally

glow in gold.

There also are unique Bible covers:

one set, from the seventh-century Freer

Gospels, showing the painted figures

of the four Evangelists, each holding

Scriptures with hands draped as a

mark of respect; the Byzantine Sion

Treasure Book covers, all silver and

gold; and the Douce Ivory upper cover,

featuring carved scenes from Christ's life

beginning with the prophecy of Isaiah.

But the stars of the show are the

textual fragments.

Many were written in Greek, Latin

and Hebrew. But others were penned

in more obscure languages — Coptic,

S-yriac, Arabic, Georgian, Armenian,

Glagolitic, Old English and Ge'ez,

the literary language of Ethiopia —
demonstrating the great evangelizing

mission of Christianity.

What this Babel of fragments has

in conmion is the singular beauty of the

copiers' precision.

The ancient fragments, shown in

dimly lighted rooms in the underground

Sackler, are organized according to the

story line.

In the beginning, the sacred books

of the Jews and Christians were written

individually on bookrolls or in quires

^0>ooklets of folded, stitched pages) to

preserve an oral tradition.

In the fourth century, as Christianity

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: NOV. 26, 2006

CNS PHOTO COURTESY OF ARTHUR M. SaCKLER GaLLERY

Pictured are pages from the Nag Hammadi Codex

II: The Gospel of Thomas. The pages are part of

an exhibition at the Smithsonian Institution on the

National Mall in Washington.

gained acceptance across the Roman
Empire, the organization and formation of

the biblical canon occurred as the Word of

God spread, in the exhibit's words, "from

the Eastern deserts to the Western isles,"

that is, from the Holy Land to monastic

communities off freland's western coast.

Later in the first millennium of

Christianity, large ornate editions of the

Pentateuch, Gospels, epistles, psalters

and single-volume Bibles — some so

heavy they required three people to lift

them— were made as icons ofpraise and

liturgical symbols.

Among the exhibit's other treasures,

gathered from museums, libraries and

one monastery on four continents, are:

—Papyrus fragments in Greek, dating

from about 150, of the Chester Beatty

Codex of Numbers and Deuteronomy;

before the discovery of the Dead Sea

Scrolls, these pages were regarded as the

oldest extant manuscript of any Bible.

— From the Rabbula Gospels, dating

to 586 in Syria, two decorated pages: one

painted miniatures of the Crucifixion,

the two Marys at the tomb and the risen

Christ appearing to them, the second a

"canon table" listing passages unique to

the Gospel of John.
— Facing pages from the Codex

Brixianus, or Purple Gospels, the sixth-

century book ofthe Gospels in Latin from

northern Italy; the pages are dyed purple,

possibly by plant or shellfish extracts,

and the ink on the purple parchment has

a silver hue.

— A small, seventh-century wooden
prayer tablet, perhaps hung on a wall

or from a ceiling, containing unrelated

verses in Greek from the Acts of the

Apostles and the letters of James and 2

Timothy.

— The upper cover of the Mondsee,

its intricate 11th-century metal and ivory

work surrounding a central rock crystal,

under which is a painting on gold of the

crucified Christ with a splinter of wood
across his chest.

November 26, Christ

the King

Cycle B Readings:

1) Daniel 7:13-14

Psahn 93:1-2, 5

2) Revelation 1:5-8

3) Gospel: John 18:33b-37

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

No matter where we human beings

gather these days, from the loudest sports

event to the solemn quiet of a prayer

service, one or more cell phones clang or

chirp a few musical notes. As an owner
of one of these useful and sometimes

irritating inventions, I try to practice the

adage that "silence is golden" and set my
phone to silent in a gathering.

But it would be different during

this particular Rite of Christian

Initiation of Adults meeting; my cell

phone would wait in the deep recesses

of my purse with its ringer ready to

interrupt at any given moment. It is

not an ordinary night.

As we prepared for the meeting,

the RCIA team and I were remembering

Linda and Darwyn, who became Catholic

two years ago. When they walked into

our meeting room for the first time, we
knew they were a special couple. Theirs

is a story of love, commitment and

courage, rooted in the love of God and

the joy of becoming Catholic. Now, two

years later, we knew that our fiiend Linda

soon would be leaving.

Yesterday when I held her hand, I

knew that our lighthearted conversations

in the midst of her suflFering were over.

"I love you" were the only words left

to say. All that remained were her long

final hours of pain and the ultimate

comprehension offamily and fiiends that

Sister Death, as St. Francis described it,

would soon arrive.

Minutes before I was going to direct

our RCIA participants to break into

small groups, the muffled tolling of my
cell phone sent a signal that really did

not require an answer. Knowing looks

circulated among our team. When I

checked the message, I learned what we
all knew: Linda had passed into the glory

of God.

The readings for Simday echo an

intrinsic longing forjustice, peace and an

end to human suffering. Although some
in society would say that the cosmic

figures described in the Book of Daniel,

Revelation and the Gospel of John were

written to scare us into submission, we
know they are signs that God loves us.

Jesus is the witness to the glory of God
— the faithful witness who has overcome

death itself.

Questions:

When was a time that you were

acutely aware that God's kingdom
reaches beyond our earthly existence?

When, in the midst of someone's
suffering, have you used "I love you" as

the only appropriate words?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOV. 19-25

Sunday (Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time), Daniel 12:1-3, Hebrews 10:11-14, 18,

Mark 13:24-32; Monday, Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5, Luke 18:35-43; Tuesday (Presentation of

the Blessed Virgin Mary), Revelation 3:1-6, 14-22, Luke 19:1-10; Wednesday (SL Cecilia),

Revelation 4:1-11, Luke 19:11-28; Thursday, Revelation 5:1-10, Luke 19:41-44; Friday (SL

Andrew Dung Lac and Companions), Revelation 10:8-11, Luke 19:4&48; Sabirday (SL

Catherine of Alexandria), Revelation 11:4-12, Luke 20:27-40.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOV 26-DEC 2

Sunday (Christ the King), Daniel 7:13-14, Revelation 1:5^, John 18:33-37; Monday, Revelatoi

14:1-3, 4-5, Luke 21 :1-4; Tuesday, Revelation 14:14-19, Luke 21:5-11; Wednesday, Revelation

15:1-4, Luke 21:12-19; Thursday (SL Andrew), Romans 10:9-18, Matthew 4:18-22; Friday,

Revelation 20:14, 11-21:2, Luke 21:29-33; Saturday, Revelation 22:1-7, Luke 21:34-36.

POLAND
with Father John Starczewski

parochial vicar at Our Lady of Grace Church, Greenshoro

"The Footsteps of John Paul II''

May 8-16, 2007
Join us while we visit Krakow, Wadowice, Zakopane, Warsaw, the

world-famous salt mines of Wieliczka, Shrine of Divine Mercy arxl Czestochcwa.

Roundtrip from Charlotte: $2,898 plus taxes and fees (double occupancy)

— includes breakfast and dinner daily

For further mformation, call Patti Dameron at (336) 413-8127.
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This 'Nativity' worth watching
Hollywood gets it right with newfilm

BY DAVID DiCERTO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — In an effort to

reach as wide a market as possible,

most Christmas-themed movies come
gift-wrapped in a secular brand of

sentimentality that completely misses the

true meaning of the holiday.

But Hollywood finally gets it right

with "The Nativity Story" (New Line).

From the opening strains of the

soundtrack— hints of the Advent hymn
"O Come, O Come Emmanuel" — you
know you're in good hands.

A composite of the birth narrative

accounts in the Gospels of Matthew
and Luke, embroidered with apocryphal

traditions as well as the imaginative

inspiration of the filmmaker, the Bible

story gets prestigious treatment in

director Catherine Hardwicke's artfiil,

reverent and deeply affecting retelling.

The filmhas an excellent international

cast and impressive production design

similar to that of "The Passion of the

Christ," the financial success ofwhich no

doubt paved the way for this movie.

(Without the blood and controversy,

however, "The Nativity Story" should

appeal to an even wider audience.)

Filmed in Matera — the ancient

Italian town where Mel Gibson shot "The
Passion" — and Morocco, it opens with

prophecy-paranoid King Herod (Ciaran

Hinds) plotting to kill all the male babies

in Bethlehem.

Flashing back a year, Zechariah

(Stanley Townsend) is told by an angelic

voice that his wife Elizabeth (Shohreh

Aghdashloo), though advanced in age,

will bear a son.

In Nazareth, her young cousin, Mary
(Keisha Castle-Hughes), a peasant girl

is informed by her parents that she is to

marry Joseph (Oscar Isaac), an upright

carpenter a few years her senior.

Troubled over her betrothal to "a

man I hardly know, a man I do not

love," Mary withdraws to a nearby grove

where the Aimunciation, nicely handled,

takes place, with Alexander Siddig

personifying the angel Gabriel who
reveals she will give birth to Jesus.

Meanwhile in Persia, the three

Magi set out to follow the star westward

(explained here as a rare convergence of

Venus, Jupiter and an astral body).

What is described with only a few

lines in Luke's Gospel becomes the meat

ofthe film, as Joseph and Mary undertake

the arduous journey from Nazareth

to Bethlehem, battling sandstorms,

treacherous terrain, hunger and, while

passing through Jerusalem, thieves.

Along the way, Hardwicke, raised

Presbyterian, weaves in references that

foreshadow events in Christ's life: Mary
washing Joseph's feet; Joseph expressing

anger over merchants in the Temple
courtyard; a roadside crucifixion. In a

more symbolic allusion, during a river

crossing, Mary is imperiled by a snake,

echoing the serpent of Eden.

Though the New Testament is sparse

on details about Mary and Joseph, the

thoughtfiil screenplay of Mike Rich, a

practicing Christian, manages to flesh

them out while remaining faithful to

Scripture, beautifully suggesting the

humanity beneath the halos.

Castle-Hughesconveysmaturitywell,

playing Mary with all the anxieties that

anyone would have in her extraordinary

situation whUe having to deal with the

disparaging looks ofneighbors, the threat

of stoning and the incredulity ofher own
parents. Her mother even hints at rape.

Particularly touching is a scene in

which Mary sits alone at night pondering

why God has chosen her ("I am nothing,"

she sighs). Likewise, Isaac soulfiilly

essays Joseph with an empathetic

decency, as he quietly shoulders his

appointed responsibility, while troubled

by an abiding sense of inadequacy.

As to the birth of Jesus, it's all

there: the shepherds, the Wise Men,
etc. Despite some greeting-card gloss,

cloying sentimentality is avoided.

Throughout the film, Hardwicke
never waters down the religious elements

to make the story more palatable for

nonbelievers, most clearly demonstrated

when she has one of the Magi proclaim

the radical truth of the Incarnation by
declaring that the infant is "God made
into flesh."

In a poignant moment that

inextricably links the manger to the_

cross, his fellow traveler — after his

companions have presented their gifts of

gold and fi-ankincense— tearfully offers

the Christ Child myrrh "for his sacrifice,"

portending Jesus' atoning death.

Though placed differently from
Luke's Gospel, Mary's "Magnificat"

is incorporated by Hardwicke in a way
that's most effective.

Amid the Christmas pageant
elements, there are a few brief images

(the slaughter of the innocents, for

example) that may upset very young
children. Both Mary's and Elizabeth's

painfiil labor are vividly depicted.

The film's hopeful message should

resonate beyond Christian audiences

to a world still groaning for peace and

good will.

The film contains some violent

images. The USCCB Office for Fibn"

& Broadcasting classification is A-
I — general patronage. The Motion
Picture Association of America rating

is PG — parental guidance suggested.^

Some material may not be suitable

for children.

Caring for Chorlotte Area Cotholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

^Wi FUNEML SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291
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Hearts and pickles

IN OUR SCHOOLS
November 17, 2006

Courtesy Photos

Libby Jones (above), guidance counselor at Our

Lady of Grace School in Greensboro, is pictured

holding a heart-shaped rug. Jones has placed

a similar rug in each classroom to designate

places where students can go to discuss conflicts

with other students. Students are given different

strategies they can use for conflict resolution in the

classroom and on the playground.

First-grader Alec Merendino (left) samples a pickle.

Jones often uses pickles with first-graders to make

a point about life and resolving conflicts.

"Sometimes life is like a pickle. Sometimes it's

sweet. Sometimes it's sour," said Jones. "A

counselor is someone who listens when life is

sweet, sour or in-between."

MAINTENANCE POSITION

Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School. Responsibilities include: maintaining

condition of facilities; minor repairs; and knowledge of metfiods, materials, and

equipment related to the maintenance of a school facility. Applicants should be

able to lift 50 pounds and pass a criminal background check. Resumes should be

postmai1<ed and sent to the following address no later than November 24, 2006:

Maintenance Position do Kevin Parks, Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School, 3100

Pask Road, Chariotte, NC 28209.

Classifieds

SERVICES

ABUNDANT LIFE HEALTH SOLUTIONS: Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Improve your health

-Abundantly! Ask about FREE Wellness Evaluations! Julie Leonard - Personal Wellness Coach. 888-803-

ALHS

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/worcl per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

Hovif to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

The love of theatre

Courtesy Photo by Celia McMulle'

Rachel Briley, director of the North Carolina Theatre for Young People arte w

the Theatre for Youth at the University ofNorth Carolina at Greensboro, work

with kindergarten students at Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro in earl}

November.

The school 's faculty and staff have been working to incorporate drama into tht

curriculum. Briley and her theatre students have been visiting classrooms am

working with students as well as teachers during in-service, sessions.

The North Carolina Theatre for Young People strives to connect the university

with the community and to enrich the lives ofyoungpeople through the art ofliv*}^t

theatre. Itproduces plays andfacilitates outreach programs in schools.

Talented thespians

pa

bo

ini

kirs

m

res!

Principal Gary Gelo of Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro is pictured with aspiring actors and studel

— fifth-grader Laura Peterson and fourth-grader Brenda Malone— after the opening performaiT

of "The Headless Horseman: The Musical Legend of Sleepy Hollow" at the Weaver Academy Theatr»|

Greensboro. The play was a production of the Greensboro Children's Theatre.

Our Lady of Grace School's faculty and staff have been working to incorporate drama into the schoi|

curriculum.
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Peruvian parish fights malnutrition

with high-protein cookies

BY BARBARA J. FRASER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

YUNGUYO, Peru — As pastor of

Our Lady of the Assumption Church,

which sits more than two miles high on

a windswept Andean plain, Maryknoll

Father Edmund Cookson has spent

decades fighting malnutrition among
impoverished fanfi families.

He has worked to improve herds of

llamas, distributed hens and guinea pigs,

and touted the nutritional advantages of

native grains like quinoa and kaniwa. But

he never expected to be baking 20 tons of

high-protein cookies a month.

Earlier this year, the parish won the

contract to provide nutritious cookies

for the government's school breakfast

program. Parishioners meet many of the

strict requirements for vitamins, minerals

and protein by using grains that have

adapted to the harsh climate ofthe Andes

over himdreds of years.

"Most of our work has been about

children and nutrition," said Father

Cookson. "This is a new slant on that."

Every month, for about a week, the

parish mill and its new industrial kitchen

burst into action. Ingredients are weighed

and mixed in large vats, then the dough is

pressed into rectangular cookies that are

baked until crisp in a large electric oven.

A. wood-fired oven serves as a backup.

Four-cookie packs are then sealed

and boxed for delivery to about 80

schools around Lake Titicaca, the world's

highest navigable lake.

Every weekday, preschool and grade

school students take a break for nutritious

cookies and milk in a government
program aimed at decreasing child

malnutrition. The government contracts

with local producers for the cookies

and requires that they purchase their

ingredients^ fi-om Peruvian farmers in an

effort to stimulate the local economy.

That approach appealed to Father

Cookson, whose parish began operating a

grain mill in 1992 in an eflfort to help small

farmers get their products to market.

"The government was trying to do

something on the local level with local

resources. That attracted us," Father

Cookson said.

The priest expanded the building

that houses the parish's Bread and Life

Mill and purchased industrial baking

equipment with help from the Italian

bishops' conference. About 15 people

were trained in baking techniques and

quality control, and the parish bid on the

cookie contract, beating more than 20

other contenders.

The quinoa, kaniwa and fava beans

ground into flour for the cookies come
fi-om farmers who live in thatch-roofed,

adobe houses that dot the plain and

the low hills that are part of Father

Cookson's parish. About 80 percent of

the people in the province ofYunguyo are

small farmers.

CNS PHOTO BY Barbara Fraser

A child eats a high-protein cookie bal<ed by a parish in Yunguyo, Peru, in late October. Under a contract

with the government, the parish supplies 20 tons of high-protein cookies per month for schools.

"The effect is that we're creating a

market where there wasn't a market,"

he said.

Once the cookies are packaged, the

parish is also responsible for distributing

them. While most schools can be reached

by truck, there are no roads to some remote

communities. To get the cookies to those

schools, "you have to put everything on

mules," Father Cookson said.

As many as 40 percent of children

suffer from malnutrition in the highlands

of Peru, where more than half the

people live below the poverty line. For

youngsters whose parents may not be

able to give them a healthy breakfast in

the morning, "these cookies can be most

important," Father Cookson said.

The managers of the government

program keep close watch on the

nutritional content of the cookies.

kitchen hygiene and the number of

cookies distributed.

About 40 percent of students who
start first grade in the area around the

city ofYunguyo never finish high school.

Some drop out to help their parents work
the fields, while many people leave to

look for work in coastal cities.

Our Lady of the Assumption has

hired a sociologist to work with the local

Ministry of Education staff to study

problems with education in the area and

design solutions.

While Our Lady of the Assumption

may not be able to reverse the exodus

from the rural highlands. Father Cookson

sees each batch of cookies as an aid to

local families.

Ultimately, he said, the grains are

bought from parents "and then passed on

to their children in the form of cookies."

"""iiiiillpli,

Inquire and apply online at:

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

For more information call 1.888.222.0110 or email: admissions@bac.edu

BELMONT ABBEY
COLLEGE
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Making time for giving
Holidays is good time for funding the faith

Time is precious and moving all too

quickly for many of us. Too often, we are

so busy in our day-to-day living that v^'e

find it difficult to slow down, take a break

and spend time with our loved ones.

This is one of the reasons the

holidays are so important to us.

Traditionally, during Thanksgiving

and Christmas, we make a special effort

to celebrate with family and close

friends. The new year often finds us

reflecting on the past year and making

future resolutions and plans.

Many people in the Diocese of

Charlotte also set aside time during the

holidays to make special gifts to support

their parishes. Catholic schools. Catholic

agencies, the diocese or the diocesan

foundation.

Those who give at the end of the

year may also reap financial benefits as

a result of their gifts. Gifts to the church

may bring you tax savings next spring if

you itemize on your federal income tax

return.

Keep in mind that gifts need to be

completed by Dec. 31, 2006.

Gifts of property, such as stocks,

bonds, mutual funds and other appropriate

assets that have increased in value since

you have owned them, can result in extra

tax savings. If you have held such assets

for longer than a year, you can generally

donate them and deduct their current

value, including any "paper profits,"

fi^om your taxable income.

Congress has provided that, in

addition to regular tax savings, you do

not have to pay capital gains tax on assets

given to charity. This additional tax

savings is one reason why some choose

to make their gifts in this way.

The Pension Protection Act of 2006

allows those who are 70/4 years old

and older to make tax-free charitable

gifts through IRAs. For 2006 and 2007,

Guest

Column

JUDY SMITH
GUEST COLUMNIST

Congress is allowing those individuals

with traditional or Roth IRAs tomake tax-

free gifts directly to qualified charities.

Donors may choose to make
charitable distributions in any amount

up to $100,000 per year. A couple with

separate ERAs may each give up to that

amount.

Specific guidelines apply to this

new law, so be sure to talk with your

financial advisor about the best way for

you to take advantage of this new giving

opportunity.

Gifts to your parish. Catholic school,

an agency or the diocese help strengthen

the commimity and provide the support

needed for the ministry of the church in

the Diocese of Charlotte. If you would

like to make a meaningful gift this

holiday season— one to help sustain the

Catholic faith— make your plans today.

For additional information about

making year-end gifts, please feel free to

contact me. The Planned Giving Office

is available to assist you throughout

the year, in confidence and without

obligation.

You can also find additional

information on planned giving on
the diocesan Web site at www.
charlottediocese.org.

Judy Smith is director of planned

giving for the Diocese of Charlotte.

Contact her at (704) 370-3320 or e-mail

jmsmith@charlottediocese. org.

GIVING THANKS
Americans cite family most when considering what they
are grateful for at the Thanksgiving Day holiday

November 17, 2006

Accepting an apology
For^veness is the correct response

from Catholics
Forgiveness revealed its iimocent

face in the media last week, leaving

some people perplexed and some a

bit angry.

It all began at a soccer game
involving Charlotte Catholic High
School and Forestview Higji School in

Gaston County. The incident received

a lot of coverage both locally and
nationally. Here is a briefrecap.

Students at Forestview played an

excerpt of a Nazi propaganda speech

over the public address system before

a playoffgame with Charlotte Catholic

Saturday, Nov. 4. They chose the

speech because it used the phrase, in

German, "on to victory," which is the

team's slogan.

It goes without saying that Nazi

speech is patently offensive and has no

place at an athletic event or any other

type of gathering.

The Charlotte Catholic players and

coach were surprised and offended at

what they heard. Catholic went on to

lose the game 1-0.

By the following Monday, the

principal of Forestview had faxed a

letter of apology to Charlotte Catholic,

explaining that the students had played

the regrettable excerpt without involving

any adults in their decision, and that

they had apparently been unaware ofthe

magnitude oftheir error.

At the same time, parents from

Charlotte Catholic complained about

the incident to a Charlotte Observer

newspaper reporter, who put the story on

page one ofthe Tuesday paper.

In the article, the initial response of

Gary Hoilett, soccer coach at Charlotte

Cadiohc, was to describe the apology

from Forestview as unacceptable.

Hoilett, who did not notify school

officials about the brewing news story,

was speaking for himself and not for the

school or the Diocese of Charlotte.

Jerry Healy, principal of Charlotte

Catholic, and I recognized that the

sincere apology from Forestview High

School required a better response from a

Cathohc institution.

Forgiveness is a core belief of our

faith. Jesus called the disciples to forgive

others, not once, not seven times, but

77 times (Matt 18:22). Obviously, with

one apology accepted, we had 76 to

go before we needed to be angry with

anyone at Forestview.

Nazism at a high school soccer game
was a story with legs, and I fielded calls

and did interviews all week. Secular

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID MAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

newspapers and television stations in the^
m

diocese reported what was in the original
^

account and sought new angles. NBC
Nightly News and The London Daily

Mail called seeking comment.

In all of the follow-up stories

Charlotte Catholic and the diocese

maintained an attitude of accepting

Forestview's apology and wishing

the school well for the remainder oJ

the playoffs.

Forestview lost the following weeij

5-1 and was eliminated.

I spoke with reporters who seemed tCj

have a difficult time understanding tha^

the diocese wasn't seeking vengeance.

Most were eager to include this "unusual'

angle in their stories.

Forgiveness is often a "NIMBY'.
— "Not In My Backyard"— concept. 1, u
is agood idea in the abstract but harder t(

,

•

understand, or offer, on a personal level,

The knee-jerknegative announcers oftall

radio and its Neanderthal cousin, sport,

talk radio, responded to the apology will

calls for firings and forfeits.

Forgiveness sits in the middle of th

great divide between the spiritual worl'

of our faith and the media world thj

dominates our culture. It is in the bei

interest of the media to seek conflict an

once found — even if the transgressio

is the action ofhigh school students

blow it up and drag it out for days.

On the other hand, forgivenes

doesn't sell newspapers because ono

it is granted, the story is over. But i'

the world of faith we are continuall

called to forgiveness by Jesus, th

great forgiver.

Over the weekend an acquaintanc

of mine sarcastically described tl

diocesan response as "charitable of yc

folks." My reply was to say, "We are f*"

rehgious institution. We're supposed

be charitable. Thank you."
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Write to David Mains at dwhainsi

charlottediocese.org. A Podcast of th¥

column can be found on the diocesi

website, www. charlottediocese. org.
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WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Catholic News & Heiald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of250

words or less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and t)e in good taste.

To be considered for pubHcation, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone

number of the writer fbr purpose of verification. Letters may he condensed due to space limitations

and edited for darity, style and factual acciffacy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted to The

Catholic News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole

or in part, in print electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Ifitters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Chariotte. N.C.

28237, or e-mail caff)olicnews@chafiotte(fiocese.org.
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The new, scary,

Internet way to

build community
Imagine, 20 years ago, a young

;irl suffering from anorexia, a

ometimes fatal eating disorder. How
oes she find support?

Who else has experienced anorexia

nd shares her feelings? Maybe there's

omething at the library. Perhaps a

ounselor can reach her.

Fast-forward 20 years. Now this

ame girl has the Internet, where a few

eystrokes bring her not just medical

iformation but more: personal sharing,

ontact with others, a chance to interact.

This is a good thing, right? In my
aive younger days, say maybe the day

took my first computer out of its box,

would have said: "Yeah, that's a great

ling. We can all coimect."

But then I read about some anorexia

Veb sites — sites that actually glorify

norexia. Online, one link led to another,

nd pretty soon I had a sick feeling that

ild me. I had encountered evil. There are

Vieb sites out there that coax others into

norexia's dance of death, that support

eople not in their struggle to get better

ut in their struggle to lose more and

lore weight and, finally, to simply lose.

Twenty years ago how would you
ave found, fi-om your own bedroom, a

ommunity with a communal death wish

like that?

It was then I began to understand

we had encountered a new, scary way of

building community — of "belonging"

— like no other in history.

Today you can find a Web site or

contribute to a blog built around just

about any kind of "conmiunity" from

a Bob Dylan fan club to a terrorist

organization to those sufifering from

irritable leg syndrome.

Log on and belong. Have your say.

Scream. Invent yourself. Feed on others'

anger. And here's the clincher: Very often

you can belong anonymously.

In this brave new world of human
relations, this anonymity, this lack of

accoimtability and the Internet's ability

to spread venom instantaneously are

changing the nature of civil discourse as

we know it.

I seldom visit a blog unless I'm

researching something, and then I'U click

on quite a few in a short time. Lately I've

been tripping over an amazing number of
Catholic blogs.

Some of them are interesting and

educational. These are almost always

the ones whose editor — blogster?

blogkeeper? — identifies himself
or herself clearly and describes his

For the

Journey
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credentials, in other words, takes

responsibility and care.

The ones that get nasty are the

anonymous ones. Many of them give

me that creepy feeling I had when I

went to the anorexia sites that something

evil lurks here. It isn't necessarily what

is being discussed. Catholics love a

good debate on many issues. No, it's

the name-calling and the anger. It's the

divisiveness, the lack of respect for

other Catholics whose views are not

your own.

It's throwing around scurrilous labels

like "heterodox" and "heresy" with little

vmderstanding of how those terms apply

to the subject at hand. It's the rigidity, the

idea (hat God is in my box and I can open

it and give you all the answers ifyou just

shut up and listen. Oh, but don't, please

don't ask me to explain how I happen

to know it all, because I'm not going to

tell you who I am much less where I got

my education.

The Internet is a marvelous thing.

But for real community, give me personal

contact and polite debate. Failing that,

give me a good Catholic journal —
progressive or traditional — that invites

healthy dialogue, but always, always

asks me to sign my name.

rhe truly liberated mom
Jheration means doing what is best for

he whole family

Our
Turn

I noticed two headline stories

longside each other in the newspaper

jcently— one about Oprah's interview

ith the singer Madonna regarding the

lalawian boy she adopted and the other

bout the death of Jane Wyatt, known as

le 1950s version of the liberated mom
1 her role of Margaret Anderson on the

low "Father Knows Best."

As I read both articles, I decided I

id more in common with the character

f Margaret scripted more than a half-

jntury ago than I did with the pop star-

iva of my generation. In junior high I

ore plastic bracelets up to my elbows
ke Madorma and would belt out the

ords to "Like a Virgin" in the shower.

However, years later when searching

or a role model in the media who might

ach me something about raising a child

I our world, I certainly wasn't going

> look to the "Papa Don't Preach"
lick who kissed Britney Spears as the

?ening act of the 2003 MTV Video
hisic Awards.

Jane Wyatt was a feminist of her

sneration. She pushed for a more
itelligent show, scripts that gave her

more to do, scenes ofher reading a book
or pursuing some activity other than

mending jeans and washing dishes. Her
character was as smart and independent

as a woman could be on television

back then.

In a recent article in the Washington

Post, reporter Tom Shales wrote: 'Tor

many little girls of the '50s, Jane Wyatt

as Margaret Anderson was the mother

they hoped tfiey'd be when they grew
up. By the time they did, the world had
changed in so many ways that Margaret

was largely an irrelevancy. But in her

day, and with an assurance that goes

beyond mere professionalism, Jane

Wyatt beautifully and memorably made
believers ofus dl."

I keep looking for the modem
equivalent, the TV mom I respect and
love. Madonna? I gave up on her long

before the kiss wifli Britney. Angelina

Jolie? Julia Roberts? Not happening!

Elizabeth Vargas, the co-anchor ofABC
News' "20/20" who stepped down as co-

anchor ofABC's "Worid News Tonighf

'

while pregnant wifli her second child?

Possibly.

THERESEJ.
BORCHARD
CMS COLUMNIST

Vargas is real. She admits there is

simply no way to do it all or have it all.

In an interview with People magazine,

she described her struggle working as an

ABC co-anchor while raising Zachary,

now a toddler. She fears he may have

suffered because of it. She seems truly

to understand the difficulty of balancing

the needs of her children with her own
desires to take advantage of professional

opportunities and nurture her career.

Interestingly, Vargas looks back a

generation to Sandra Day O'Connor,

who left her legal practice in order to

raise her children. After five years of

full-time motherhood, she returned

to work as an assistant state attorney

general in Arizona, eventually becoming

the first woman justice on the U.S.

Supreme Court.

Moms have a lot to learn from the

generation before us. It might do our

celebritymoms some good too, especially

as they stand on a mirrored cross wearing

a crown of thorns. I'll take Wyatt's mom
ofthe '50s over that any day.

Pope says Holy

Spirit makes each

person a child of

God

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Holy Spirit, present in every Christian,

makes each person a child of God and

part ofGod's great family, Pope Benedict

XVI said in his weekly general audience

Nov. 15.

Having this special relationship with

God and knowing they are part of God's

great family should compel Christians

to let this gift manifest itself in "our

thoughts, our actions, our being" and

lead people to better love one another,

he said.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
BenedictXVI 's remarks at his audience.

Dear brothers and sisters.

Continuing our reflections on the

apostle Paul, we now turn to his teaching

on the Holy Spirit.

St. Paul not only presents the Holy

Spirit as the driving force of the church's

mission, he also speaks of the Spirit's

presence and activity in the life of each

individual Christian.

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the

risen Lord, the Spirit of adoption poured

into our hearts (Gal 4:6), by which we
become, in Christ, sons and daughters of

the Father. True prayer is thus the fruit of

the Spirit's presence within us.

As the Spirit of the Father and the

Son, he helps us in our weakness and

constantly intercedes for us before

the Father.

The Spirit is also the Spirit of love

(Rom 5:5): he gives us a share in God's

own life, enables us to love others with

Christ's own love and strengthens the

bonds of communion within the church.

Finally, Paul teaches us that the Holy

Spirit is the pledge and guarantee of the

inheritance awaiting us in heaven (2 Cor

1:22; 5:5). May St. Paul's example and

insight inspire us to treasure the Holy

Spirit's presence in our lives and to

follow his promptings with hope-filled

joy and generous love.
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More than a pint of faith
Brewer believes there s room for faith in beer business

BY CHERI PERKINS MANTZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

MILWAUKEE— Brewing beer and

Catholicism may not seem to go hand

in hand. But in Dick Leinenkugel's life,

he's always felt connected to the two.

Born as the fifth generation of

Leinenkugel beer brewers in Chippewa

Falls, Wis., Leinenkugel is now the

brewery's vice president of sales and

marketing. He started giving tours

of the brewery when he was 17, and

has worked in about every area of the

brewery, including bottling, customer

service, packing and delivery.

Leinenkugel, 48, attended Marquette

University in Milwaukee and insisted on

funding his higher education himself.

The only way he felt he could do that was

by joining Marquette's Reserve Officers'

Training Corps.

Upon graduation, Leinenkugel spent

four years in the Marine Corps. While

stationed in Hawaii, he met Jean, his future

wife. Ironically, she was from Eau Claire.

"We grew up 13 miles apart and met

3,000 miles from home," he said.

During his stint with the Marines,

Leinenkugel served as a lay minister

while on board ship.

"Each ship had a lay minister who
could give consecrated bread and hold

a service while sailing," he said. "I

volunteered and received fraining from

the chaplain."

"I acted as the Catholic lead on

board," he said. "Ifanyone needed to talk

about their faith or had questions, you

were the person. That was enriching."

The Leinenkugels belong to Good
Shepherd Church in Menomonee Falls..

Leinenkugel said there is room for

faith in the beer business.

"Catholic faith is very important to

me," he said. "First of all, it's part ofmy
DNA and guides what I do.

"Yet I'm realistic that as a

businessperspn, your primary goal is to

increase shareholder value. We're not

a not-for-profit," he said. "I don't think

profit is a bad word. It's our profit that

allows us to hire, train and promote our

employees and provide them with a

better quality of life.

Beer has been around for 6,000

years, said Leinenkugel.

"There are ancient recipes in

Mesopotamia. It may not have been

called beer, but it was around at the time

of Christ," he said.

This fifth-generation brewer also feels

his beer provides more than a good time.

"It's a great product shared
responsibly by millions," he said. "It's a

beverage of moderation, but there's also

a social aspect. It's a beverage of family

gatherings. There's nothing better, I

think, than saying, 'Would you like to

come over for a beer?'"

He said the product provides

faith opportunities in that it's a social

opportunity.

"As a Catholic and a businessman,

my goal is to market the product

responsibly. We don't market to those

underage and we frain servers not to

overserve," he explained.

Leinenkugel feels he's carrying on a

legacy when he goes to work.

"It makes retailers feel good to see

someone with the name on the bottle who's

out there and cares about the product," he

said. "We're carrying out the legacy ofmy
great-great-grandfather and representing

the family and family name."

Leinenkugel credits his faith for also

putting his job into perspective.

"It helps me to realize that my job is

simply that— a job," he said. "I think it

helps ground me in reality.

"While the decisions I make are

important to our business, and I don't

take them lightly, I realize there's

something bigger out there," he said.

"It's bigger than me and it's bigger than

our business."
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. . . Healthcare with a heart.

Dr. E, Kelly Anderson is available to

help with ail of your family's healthcare

needs. A graduate of the

Yale University School

of Medicine and the

residency program at

Carol inas Medical Center

- Union, Dr, Anderson is

now accepting patients

of all
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Give the sift of lifetime memorie

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST ©F IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her peopl

May 8 - 16, 200

;

pir(
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Join lis as we explore the spectacula
j

countryside of Ireland and learn of ou

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mas

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes

sional, fuUtime tour escort to handle all o

your needs, your days will be fQled witl

spiritual enrichment as well as Irisl

folklore, music and merriment!

Highlights include:

• spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

• Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

• Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

• Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

• Bvmratty FoUc Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

• KUlamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

• Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

• Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

• Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

• Beautiful Glendalough - 6* century monastic site of St. Kevin

• Dublin - full Xoxa including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'Cormell Street, shopping - PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,89j

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours and admission fees to sites

Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

For a brochure with complete details, call Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost

Tours at (800) 713-9800.

iPPOl

piers

Bore

fequei

Wed

\i

Doc

1

ion
I]

r Ill



Roman Catholic Diocese

of Charlotte

Established Jan. 12, 1972
by Pope Paul VI

NOVEMBER 24, 2006

=NEWS^MERALD
SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Revisiting the school of yesteryear
St. Ann School
celebrates 50
years ofCatholic
education

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— On Aug.

29, 1956, three Sisters of St.

Joseph arrived in Charlotte

to set up a new Catholic

school under the patronage of

St. Ann.

St. Ann Church had
been established just the year

before and was comprised of

nearly 850 parishioners. A
combination school and church

had already been constructed,

as well as a rectory and
a convent.

A half-century later, 300

current and former students

and faculty, family members
and guests celebrated the

school's 50th anniversary

with a Mass, reception

See SCHOOL, page 5

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Jodi Croat (front left) and Jessica Fielder (front right) use traditional slate boards as Caroline Bryson reads a vintage "Davy

Crockett" book in a 1 950s-style classroom set up for St. Ann School's 50th-anniversary celebration Nov. 1 8. Also pictured is

Emma Bryson, who will be a kindergartner at the school in the 2007-08 school year.

Analyzing an election
Decortstmcung voter choices: Catholics

differ little from others

BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Much
ado has been made of the

supposed shift of "religious"

voters to Democrats in the

midterm election.

Exit polls showed that

more Catholics and more
frequent churchgoers in general

voted for Democrats in the

2006 election than voted for

Democrats in the 2004 election.

News stories and press releases

in the first few days after

the election touted "Catholic

voters abandon Republicans."

and "God gap narrows."

But when compared to

how voters as a whole cast

their ballots this year, the

much-vaunted statistics that

supposedly show dramatic

shifts by Catholics and regular

worshippers of any faith lose

their distinctiveness.

See ELECTION, page 12

CNS PHOTO BY Theresa Laurence, Tennessee Register

Catholic parishioner Flora lones (left) consults with her friend, Gladys Jackson,

as she casts her vote at a polling place in Christ the King School in Nashville,

Tenn., Nov. 7.
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Living a new life

CSS adoptions help build

new families

I PAGE 6

Culture Watch

Gibes at pope spark debate;

'Nativity' composer

I PAGES 10-11

Perspectives
'^^
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Magliano says much work

to do after elections; the

Dodds discuss ways to fight

domestic abuse

I
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Scavenging for

stewardship

Youths, parishioners

make helping others a

way of life

GREENSBORO —
Parishioners, young and old,

are living out the meaning of

stewardship at St. Paul the

Apostle Church in Greensboro.

The weekend of
Stewardship Sunday, Nov.

12, teenage members of the

parish Life Teen youth group

took part in a community-wide

scavenger hunt.

Their mission was to

collect items to fill 130 gift

bags for the parish's upcoming

Santa for Seniors Christmas

party as well as non-perishable

food items to fill 120 Christmas

food baskets to be distributed

to needy families via

local agencies.

"Each year at this time, the

See STEWARDS, page 7

The matter

of married

priests

Pope, curial

officials reaffirm

value of priestly

celibacy

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Pope

Benedict XVI and top Vatican

officials, meeting to review

the status of married priests,

reaffirmed the value of priestly

celibacy and said its importance

See CELIBACY, page 8

In the News

Indonesian youths write Bush;

Zimbabwe pressures churches

I
PAGE 13
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in Brief
Current and upcomina topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY

CNS PHOTO BY CORI FUGERE UrBAN, VERMONT CaIHOUC TrIBUNE

John Walthour, president of the Robotics Club at Norwich University (third from left), and professor

Ronald Lessard of Norwich's electrical and computer engineering department (second from right) work

with members of the Robotics Club at St. Monica School in early November in Barre, Vt. As part of a

pilot program, the school received four robots and computer software at a reduced price in exchange

for feedback about the product.

Catholic school students take

part in robotics pilot program
BARRE, Vt. (CNS) — John

McHugh, a fourth-grader at St. Monica
School in Barre, would like to see robots

used as police officers.

"They could have rockets on the bottom

of their feet and fly around town looking for

people who are being attacked by criminals

and come down and arrest them," he said.

'It'dbeabighelp."

Classmate Ricky Gariboldi would
like to have a robot clean his room and

do his homework.

Whatever use robots can be put to, St.

Monica's science and computer teacher

Pam Nadeau wants her students to learn

about them — and about their design,

structure, construction, programming,
teamwork and problem-solving.

That's why she incorporates robotics

into her sixth- through eighth-grade

science classes and her fourth- through

eighth-grade computer classes. She
is also the adviser to the Catholic

elementary school's Robotics Club.

This year four ne^y robots were
added to the school's previous collection

of four, but the new ones are state-of-

the-art and part of a Lego education pilot

program involving only 55 schools in the

continental United States.

Thanks to the Lego Mindstorms

Education NXT pilot program, the

school got the four robots, each with

light, sound, ultrasonic, temperature and

touch sensors. St. Monica also received

the accompanying computer software

and the site license that gives the school

permission to use multiple copies of

the same program on several computers

simultaneously.

The children are using robots that

look like a motorized Lego toy about

the size of a cordless phone. They are

not remote-controlled but autonomous
robots the students program to work on

their own.

Ronald Lessard, a professor who
initiated the program, said the students

who are studying robotics at St. Monica
have the potential to go to college, become
engineers and use robots to help people.

"Robots can do work that is

hazardous or dirty or boring," he said.

"They're very good at doing repetitive

tasks people don't like to do."

"This is learning in a fim way," said

Christie Galfetti, a fourth-grader at St.

Monica. "We're learning how to set up
systems and follow directions more."

"You get to see if you can master

things," said Amanda Merrill, an eighth-

grader. "It's interesting to watch and do."

Massachusetts bishops ^disturbed'

by thwarted marriage vote
BOSTON — The Catholic bishops

of Massachusetts said they are "deeply

disturbed" by the state Legislature's

recent move to squelch a proposed
amendment that would limit future same-

sex marriages.

"The effort to silence the people

through inaction and delay has no place

in democracy," they said in a Nov. 14

statement after the Legislature recessed the

constitutional convention without voting.

"Citizens of the commonwealth
have exercised their right to initiate the

petition process afforded to them by
our state constitution, and they have

complied with the law at every step,"

they added.

"Our public servants have no less

of an obligation to follow the law by
bringing the marriage amendment to a

legislative vote."

On Nov. 9 the joint session of the

Legislature voted 109-87 to recess until

the last day of the legislative session

Diocesan
planner

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., hosts a First

Friday Women's Retreat, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. in

Room 239 of the New Life Center, following

the 9 a.m. Mass. The program for Dec. 1 will be

"The Luminoijs Mysteries of the Rosary." For

more information, call Marie Grzeskiewicz at

(704) 542-9748.

CHARLOTTE— The Happy Timers of St. Ann
Church meet the first Wednesday of each month
with a luncheon and program at 1 p.m. in the

Msgr. Allen Center, 3635 Park Rd. All adults age

55 and older are welcome. Formore information,

call Charles Nesto at (704) 398-0879.

CHARLOTTE — Should you give a trusted

fimity member Power of Attorney or have an

Advanced Medical Directive? Are there medical

treatments that may be forgone or withdrawn? An
End-Of-Life Issues Roundtable will be held at St.

Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St., Dec. 6, 7-9 pjn.

in Biss Hall. A discussion will feature Ray Farris,

attorney; Dr. Alex Sanchez; and Karen Walto, RN.
Free parking is available in the parking garage

next to The Green. For more iniformation, call

(803) 548-3356.

CHARLOTTE — The 17th Annual National

Night ofPrayer for Life will take place at St.

Patrick Cathedral, 1621 Dilworth Road East,

Dec. 8 following the 7:30 p.m. Mass. Adoration

of the Blessed Sacrament will be available until

11 p.m. For more information, call Tina Witt at

(704) 846-7361.

CHARLOTTE

—

Eucharistic Adoration will be

offered every Friday, Dec. 8-22, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

at St. Peter Church, 507 South Tryon St

Jan. 2 at 2 p.m. They did not vote on'

the citizen's initiative petition aimed to

allow voters to decide the definition of
marriage.

The petition garnered 170,000
signatures, the largest number in state

history, and needs to receive 25 percent

of the vote in two consecutive joint

sessions of the Legislature before it can

appear on the ballot in 2008.

If successfiil, it would amend the

constitution to define marriage as the

union between one man and one woman.
It would not invalidate existing same-sex

marriages or rule out the possibility of

civil unions.

Ed Saunders, executive director of the

Massachusetts Catholic Conference, told

The Pilot, Boston archdiocesan newspaper,

that the conference is also working to find

legal and political options.

"Every possible means to move this

people's amendment is being looked at

right now," he said.

ID
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CHARLOTTE — All Polish-speaking Cadiolics

are invited to a Mass in Polish at St. Matthew Mi
Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy.,.

Dec. 17 at 3 p.m. The celebrant will be Father

Marcin Zahuta. Confession will be available fi-om

1:30 p.m. For more information call Elizabeth

Spytkowski at (704) 948-1678.

lu

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT— Mercy SisterAnn Marie Wilson will

speak at the Advent Supper-Study Series, guiding

participants through "Praying with Catherine

McAuley," a spiritual guidebook on the founder of

the Sisters of Mercy. The series will meet Nov. 29

and Dec. 6 and 13, 6-7:30 pjn., in the Msgr. Kovacic

Center at Queen of the Apostles Church, 503 N.

Main St.A simplicity meal will be served 6-6:45 pjn.

No pre-registration needed. For more information,

call Dennis Teall-Fleming at (704) 825-9600, ejct 26,

or e-mail teallfleming@yahoo.com.

BELMONT — Behnont Abbey College, 100'

Belmont-Mt. Holly Rd., wdll host a fi'ee Advent
Morning ofReflection in the Haid Ballroom Dec.J

9, 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Professor David Pitt will

present "Cradle and Cross: A Paschal Celebration

of the Incarnation" and Benedictine Father David

Brown, will present "A Christmas Look at the

Prologue of John's Gospel." Mass will follow in

the Abbey Basilica at 1 1a.m. with mid-day prayer;

at 1 1 :45 a.m. Reservations are requested by calling

(704) 825-6777.

BELMONT — First Saturday Devotions take

place on the first Saturday of each month at

Belmont Abbey Basilica, 100 Belmont-Mt.
Holly Rd. Devotion begins at 9:30 a,m. with the

recitation of the rosary, followed by reconciliation

and Mass. For more information, call Phil or Terri

at (704) 888-6050.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council

of Catholic Women will have a Christmas Tea
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican official: U.N. rights council

must address violations fairly
ROME (CNS) — By not addressing

human rights violations fairly and
consistently, especially the violence

unfolding in the Holy Land, the U.N.

Human Rights Council risks losing

credibility, a Vatican official said.

Archbishop Silvano Tomasi said

"shortsighted political and economic

interests" have prevented the U.N.
council from addressing "with fairness

and consistency" ongoing human rights

violations in some parts ofthe world.

Archbishop Tomasi, the Vatican's

representative to Geneva-based U.N.

agencies, spoke Nov. 15 during the

council's special session on Israeli

military incursions in occupied
Palestinian territories in Geneva.

"A human rights council that does

not contribute to change the quality of

people's lives on the ground, in their daily

tasks and normal activities, seriously

risks a loss of credibility," he said.

Dec. 6, 2-4 p.m., at the Knights of Columbus Hall,

2780-Horse Pen Creek Rd. For more information,

call Cannen Wood telephone (336) 545-9266.

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 4145 Johnson St., hosts Hope OfSeeing

Everyone Again (HOSEA), a program to invite

Catholics who have distanced themselves from the

Catholic Church to return. This small group meets

Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m., through Dec. 19, to discuss

various issues and concerns and to receive pastoral

referrals and guidance. For more information,

contact Larry Kwan at (336) 688-1220.

GREENSBORO— St. Pius X Church and School,

2210 N. Elm St., are sponsoring a series of

workshops for women called Wisdom of Women.
Sessions will be held on the first Thursday of

the month, 9:30-11 a.m. in the parish center. The
group will be facilitated by parishioner and life

coach Lucy Wellmaker. The purpose of the group

is to create a time and a space for women to better

coimect with their iimer wisdom and move forward

on their journey in life. For more information or

to register, call Lucy (336) 632-1940 or e-mail

coachw@lucywellmaker.com.

HICKORY VICARIATE
HENDERSONVILLE — The Widows Lunch
Bunch, sponsored by Immaculate Conception
Church, meets at a different restaurant on
the first Wednesday of each month at 11:30

a.m. Reservations are necessary. For more
information and reservations, call Joan Keagle at

(828) 693-4733.

HICKORY — A Charismatic Mass is celebrated

the first Thursday of each month in Sebastian

Chapel of St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second St.

NE, at 7 p.m. For further information, contact Joan

Moran (828) 327-0487.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE
MURPHY — An informal gathering for inactive

Catholics, "Homecoming" will be presented at

St. William Church, 765 Andrews Rd., Dec. 3, 2-3

p.m. For more information, call Carole Hubbell at

(828) 837-4830.

The council's special session voted

Nov. 15 to send a fact-finding mission to

investigate the Nov. 8 Israeli killings of

Palestinian civilians in the northem Gaza

town ofBeit Hanoun. Israeli Prime Minister

Ehud Olmert had said he was "very

distressed" by the deaths and said the strike

had been due to a "technical failure."

Archbishop Tomasi, meanwhile,
called on the U.N. council to offer "real

dialogue that enables placing on the table

the real problems calling for (a) solution"

in the Middle East.

The Vatican representative said

both sides "must recognize each other's

humanity and equality" as well as respect

basic human rights and international

law. Only in an atmosphere of justice

and reconciliation can collaboration and

mutual security come about, he said.

"Respect of human rights, above

all the right to life, is not an abstract

consideration," Archbishop Tomasi said.

FRANKLIN — The Respect for Life group

meets the first Wednesday of every month after

the 5:30 p.m. Mass in the Family Life Center

at St. Francis of Assisi Church, 299 M^le St

All those interested in promoting the sanctity

of human life are invited to attend. For more
information, contact Julie Tastinger at (828)

349-9813 orjatastinger@aol.com.

WAYNESVILLE—Adult Education Classes are

held the first three Wednesday evenings of each

month beginning at 6:45 p.m. in tiie St John the

Evangelist Church Social Hall, 234 Church St
For more information, call Charles Luce at (828)

648-7369 or e-mail luce54@aol.com.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE
KERNERSVILLE — The Catechism of the

Head and Heart religious education series

for adults will be held this fall in the library

at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School,

1725 NC Hwy 66 South. Maryann Tyrer will

speak about "Catholic Moral Theology" Nov.

30 at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call

Loretta Bedner at (336) 564-1040.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1 : 1 5 p.m., at the Fatima

Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Sister Geri Rogers

will present "Mary: Model of Faith" Dec. 6.

The sacrament of reconciliation will be offered

at 12 p.m. in the chapel. For more information

and to RSVP, call Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336)

624-1971 ore-mail kganiel@triad.rr.com.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@chariottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Nov. 26

50th Anniversary Celebration Mass

Archdiocese of Atlanta

Nov. 29

Mass for the cathedral's dedication

— 100th anniversary celebration

Richmond, Va.

Dec. 5— 8:45 a.m.

Rosary with Latin class

Chariotte Catholic High School

Dec. 7— 10 a.m.

Diocesan Foundation Meeting

Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

Meeting ofpope, archbishop of

Canterbury may highlight Anglican rifts

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — When
the Anglican archbishop of Canterbury

meets Pope Benedict XVI, divisions

within the Anglican Communion are

expected to grab more attention than

the barriers to Anglican-Catholic
unity posed by the ordination of
women bishops and attitudes toward

homosexuality.

Archbishop Rowan Williams of

Canterbury, leader of the Church of

England and spiritual head of the

worldwide Anglican Commimion, visited

Rome Nov. 21-26.

He was scheduled to meet privately

with Pope Benedict and with Cardinal

Walter Kasper, president ofthe Pontifical

Coxmcil for Promoting Christian Unity,

as well as with other Vatican officials

and with Catholic and Anglican groups

in Rome.
The Catholic Church and the

Anglican Communion continue to make
public commitments to joint witness

even as new issues appear to make their

eventual unity more difficult.

The decision by several member
churches of the Anglican Communion to

ordain women priests and the decision of

some to ordain women bishops, to ordain

openly homosexual men and to bless gay

imions have created a serious barrier to

full imion with the Catholic Church.

Meeting with a small group of

journalists Nov. 1 7, Cardinal Kasper said:

"We caimot have full communion with a

church or ecclesial community which has

women bishops. It's not possible for the

Catholic Church and it's not possible for

the Orthodox Church."

"We are sad about this," the

cardinal said.

At the same time, he said, "we are

determined to continue (our dialogue).

We do not want to interrupt it," but

exactly what form the dialogue will

take will have to be discussed with the

Anglicans and will depend on how the

Anglican Communion deals with its

internal tensions.

The tensions have led many people to

wonder how Catholics and Anglicans can

continue their dialogue and to ask whether

fiill visible unity is still the goal.

"We are in agreement with the

Anglicans that Christ wills his church

to be one, so we are not authorized

to say the goal of our dialogue is

no longer full unity," said Canadian

Father Donald Bolen, an official at the

Christian unity council.

"Can we see a clear path to fiill

commimion in the near future? No. But

that does not lessen our commitment to

work together to seek progress where we
can," he said.

Despite the difficulties. Pope
Benedict and Archbishop Williams were

expected to discuss concrete ways for the

official Catholic-Anglican theological

dialogue to move forward.

In addition, the Vatican and the

Anglican Communion are preparing

to release in early 2007 a document
summarizing the points of faith and

doctrine their communities hold in

common and indicating concrete ways
for Anglicans and Catholics to witness

together to those beliefs.

The document was prepared by the

International Anglican-Roman Catholic

Commission for Unity and Mission.

No holiday for turkeys

CNS PHOio Br Gregob^t A. Shemitz

Free-range turkeys gather in a yard at a poultry farm in Calverton, N.Y., Nov. 10. The turkey is one of

the more popular symbols of Thanksgiving, which was observed Nov. 23 this year.
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Photo by Carole McGrotty

Storyteller Lloyd Arneach shows second-graders how to make up a story at Asheville Catholic School

in October.

Old way of learning new things
Storytelling residency brings history, ideas to school

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — When Cherokee
storyteller Lloyd Arneach asked Gay
Edwards' second-grade class ifhe should

tell them a scary story, they shouted,

"Yes! We love to be scared!"

Arneach had no trouble holding their

attention.

Second-, third- and fourth-grade

classes participated in a storytelling

residency at the school Oct. 16, 17 and

19. Afterward, Arneach and several

students performed a storytelling skit for

the entire student body.

An enrolled member of the Eastern

Band of Cherokee, Lloyd Arneach
was bom and raised on the Cherokee

Reservation in Cherokee, N.C. He
learned his first legends from two
storytelling uncles on the reservation.

, "One way of telling a story is to

memorize it word by word," he told the

second-graders. "Another way is to make
up a story as you go along."

From 1970 to 1990, Arneach
traveled throughout Georgia, lecturing

on Cherokee history and culture,

while working for AT&T's computer

department in Atlanta.

In 1990, he added storytelling to his

presentations on culture and history and,

in 1993, he began a full-time career as

both storyteller and historian. Arneach

has performed at the National Storyteller

Festival in Washington, D.C., at the

Smithsonian Institution and appeared on

the Discovery Channel.

He lectures on Cherokee history and

culture in schools, universities, libraries,

museums and historical societies, and

brings along anumberofNativeAmerican
artifacts to show.

Third-grade teacher Donna Smith

plans to use some ofAmeach's methods

in her classroom.

"It's a great way to reinforce reading

and vocabulary words," she said. "Mr.

Arneach used some of our science words

when he acted out and told his stories."

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
ofDecember:

Rev. MichaelJ. Hoban 1995

Rev.Thomas McAvoy 1 978

Rev. Joseph McCarthy 2001

Rev. Francis Scheurich 1 975

Rev. Msgr. Francis M. Smith 1 983

Rev. Vincent M.Stokes 1979

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Surprise appreciation

A: I..,:...

Courtesy Photo

Learning support teacher Nina Smith (right) pins a rosebud corsage on

Sister ofSt. Joseph Helene Nagle, principal ofSt. Ann School in Charlotte,

during Principal Appreciation Day Nov. 16. Thefaculty, staffand students

surprised Sister Nagle with a banner signed by the students, the corsage

and a lunch.

Principal recognition

Courtesy Photo

Joseph Puceta, principal ofSt. Michael School in Gastonia, is surroundedby

students, faculty, staffand others during the school 's PrincipalAppreciation

Day Nov. 1 7. Students brought homemade megaphones through which to

cheer Puceta as he was presented with a number of items, including an

updated photo of the student body andfaculty, and a basket of chocolate

goodies. Kelly Fowler, PTO president, presented the gifts.

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panicl.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most piumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting alt day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your piumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving The Entire Charlotte Diocese Area

www.3wa>^ifumbi!-tg.com Proud member of St. James Church
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St. Ann School celebrates 50
years of Catholic education

SCHOOL, from page 1

and open house Nov. 18.

Humble beginnings

When Sisters of St. Joseph Rose
Philippine Smith and Marie Gervase

Smith visited Charlotte in May 1956,

they registered 160 children. By August,

the enrollment had jumped to 268
students.

A fourth sister was requested from

the motherhouse in Chestnut Hill, Pa.

Sister Marie Albert Hetzel arrived Aug.

3 1 ,
joining Sisters Mildred Peters, Joseph

Elizabeth Bentivoglio and Marianne
Halloran, who came to staff the school.

On Sept. 3, the four sisters and one

lay teacher, Catherine George, opened

their doors to welcome the kindergarten

through eighth-grade students.

"That was the beginning of a

wonderful time," said Sister Marie
Albert, who traveled from Chestnut Hill

for the 50th-anniversary celebration.

"It was exciting because everything

was new," she said.

At that time, most teachers taught

two grades in the same classroom.

Usually there were 25-30 children in a

class, but Sister Marie Albert once had

58 students in her charge.

In those early years, tuition was
$60 a year and the average family's

income was $4,137. Needless to say,

both of those numbers have increased

dramatically over the years.

Over the past 50 years, more than

1 1 ,000 students have passed through St.

Ann School's doors, and 65 Sisters of St.

Joseph have taught at the school.

Today, it is still thriving with an

enrollment of 180 students under the

leadership of Sister Helene Nagle, one

of only five Sisters of St. Joseph still

working in a Catholic school in the

Diocese of Charlotte.

A golden celebration

THE GOOD MEWS IS, VOU
HAVE THOUSANDS OF
tniVESTMEMT OPTIONS.
THE BAD MEWS IS...

You have thousands of investment options, and you don't

l<now how to pick the best ones for your situation.

I
You have thousands of investments options, and you don't

have time to research even a fraction of them.

Call to leam more alx>ut:

PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT
Les Davaz
Financial Advisor

Member, St. Patrick's Church

100 N. Tryon St., Suite 3300

Charlotte, NC 28202

(704) 331-2233 or

(800) 438-0397

http://fc,smithbarney.coni/davaz

citigroupj
SmithBarney

' Minimum iialance $25,000 Equity, $100,000 Rxed Income. © 2006

Citigroup Qotial Mari(el3 Inc. Member SIPC. Smith Barney is a division

and service mark of Citigroup Glotial Mart(ets Iik. and its affiliates and is

used and registered tfiraugboul the world. CITIGROUP and the Umtwolla

Device are tradematta and service marks of CitigrDup Inc. or its affiliates

and are used and registered Ihroughout the world.

"It's all about the

values. The greatest

gifts are the children."

— Mary Lou Marston

At the open house, former students

and teachers reminisced about their

days at St. Ann School and admired the

changes that have been made at school in

the past half-century.

Displays ofphotos from the school's

early days adorned the hallways, and

scrapbooks and photographs were laid

out on the library tables.

One classroom had been retrofitted

to represent a typical classroom of

the 1950s. Current students took the

opportunity to use slate boards and read

books like "Davy Crockett."

"We wore our jumpers for P.E.,

and we knew everybody because the

school was so small," said Lori Kobsik

Thompson, who graduated from the

eighth grade in 1983.

Former student Terry Brickner

Alderman recalled how she would have

to wecir a tissue on her head if she forgot

her veil for Mass.

Alderman and her husband, John,

sent their two children to St. Aim School

"to share the faith, and for the nurturing,

family atmosphere," she said.

Students and faculty alike praised

Sister Nagle, who has served as principal

for the past 16 years.

"My first year at St. Ann, the theme

for the year was 'Sailing Through
Catholic Education,'" said Mary Lou
Marston. "Sister Helene had the Boy
Scouts construct a boat, complete with

a mast, on the front lawn of the school.

She is a real visionary."

Marston taught for 30 years and

retired as vice principal of St. Ann
School in May 2006.

"Teachers in Catholic schools never

work there for the money," Marston said.

"It's all about the values. The greatest

gifts are the children."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

AMERICA'S VIVEROS ROOFING

MM Morim

BBB
""IT"

Specialists in Shingles

Licensed &v Insured

Member FREE ESTIMATES
Southern Piedmont

chariotte www.avroofing.com

704-320-4526— 704-622-8185

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Chuck and Rosemary Heptig Locklear look through a scrapbook from the 1 964-65 school year in

St. Ann School's library Nov. 18.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

St. Ann School students join Father Frank O'Rourke, pastor of St. Ann Church in Charlotte, and Deacon

George Szalony, permanent deacon, at the altar during the Liturgy of the Eucharist Nov. 18. The Mass

commemorated the opening of St. Ann School in 1956.

Courtesy Photo

A Sister of St. Joseph and her geometry class are pictured in this photo from the 1 957-58 school year

at St. Ann School.
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Living a new life

CSS adoption services help bring

families together

BY ANN KILKELLY
SPECIAL TO

THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD

LEWISVILLE, N.C. — The only

English words she once knew were

"I love you."

Now she knows many more words.

Water fountains fascinate her, an ice

cube in water is a whole new concept,

and the best snack in the world is plain

soda crackers.

Her name is Maria and she was
adopted from Russia by Ann Tallant

through Catholic Social Services in

May 2006.

Tallant threw a party to celebrate

Maria's eighth birthday earlier this

month— a perfect time, as November is

also National Adoption Month.

Tallant, a professor in the

Hypertension and Vascular Disease

Center at Wake Forest University School

ofMedicine in Winston-Salem, has never

married but has always wanted a child.

Deciding to adopt an older child, she was
happy to adopt Maria from an orphanage

near Moscow.
"People generally want babies or are

afraid of the language barrier, but I want

to encourage people to consider adopting

older children," said Tallant.

"They are ready for you to play with

them and be part of their lives. Within a

month you can communicate quite well

with them. They are truly wonderful

additions to your family," she said.

Developing a relationship with

Maria has been fim, said Tallant, adding

that her new daughter is very intelligent

and has adapted well to life in America.

"She is a very caring little girl,"

said Tallant.

She recalled Maria giving away
one of her bracelets to a sfranger, who
was looking to get a similar bracelet for

his daughter.

Tallant said the adoption process

went smoothly, thanks to Catholic

Social Services.

CSS prepared her for each step ofthe

C
C
C

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

"All the positive things I had
heard about CSS' adoption

services were true. Working
with CSS was wonderful."

— Ann Tallant

way, including her trips to Russia. While

there, they arranged for an English-

speaking escort and tour guide who
helped her communicate with Maria.

"All the positive things I had heard

about CSS' adoption services were true,"

said Tallant. "Working with CSS was
wonderful."

Maria is excited about her new life

and family in America. Tallant says her

daughter wants to be a "dog doctor"

when she grows up.

Licensed as a child-placing agency

since 1948, CSS provides professional

domestic and international adoption

services based on the highest child

welfare standards. The CSS program

emphasizes support, preparation

and education.

CSS currently places children from

several regions in Russia with couples

married at least two years and with single

women. Adoptions are usually completed

12-18 months following application.

CSS also assists in adopting children

from China as well as within the

United States.

Ann Kilkelly is development director

for Catholic Social Services.

WANT MORE INFO?

Visit Catholic Social Services' Web site

at www.cssnc.org/adoption.html, or call

(704) 370-6155.

vtfww.andersonfamiiynied.ccHn
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Dr. E. Kelly Anderson is available to
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Courtesy Photo

Maria Tallant is pictured during an outdoor concert in Gary in June. Maria was recently adopted by Ann

Tallant from an orphanage in Russia through Catholic Social Services in the Diocese of Charlotte.
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"Christ gave his life for us. What are we giving him back in return?"

Youths, parishioners make
stewardship a way of life

STEWARDS, from page 1

"Each year at this time, the youths

hold a scavenger hunt to help with the

needs of our parish's Christmas outreach

activities," said Colleen Assal, parish

outreach coordinator.

This year the teens collected 124 gift

items, 1,242 non-perishable food items,

six turkeys and $17 in cash.

The following weekend, the youths

held a car wash to assist with the

parish debt.

The Life Teen band and choir

provides music for the 5 p.m. Mass each

Simday; many Life Teen members also

serve as extraordinary ministers of holy

Communion at the Mass.

A group dinner follows Mass each

week, during which the Life Teen
members discuss potential social and

service activities. Over the summer,
some youths helped build houses at St.

Paul the Apostle Church's sister parish

in Ecuador.

"Throughout the year, they witness

to the parish through their participation

in many other service opporhmities,"

said Assal. "Jesus tells us that unless we
become like children, we cannot enter the

Kingdom ofHeaven. These children sure

are raising the bar for us."

Stewardship is a way of life for

many parishioners at St. Paul the

Apostle Church.

During Stewardship Sunday
weekend, they brought food to replenish

the parish food pantry. Others helped

to host homeless families who were

at the parish through its participation

in the Guilford Interfaith Hospitality

Network, a group of Guilford County-

area congregations working together

to provide temporary shelter, meals,

hospitality and case management for

famiUes in need.

"Stewardship is being a follower

of Christ It is giving back to God in

thanksgiving for all that we have been

given," said Assal.

"It is taking care of the world God
has given us, taking care ofourselves and

taking care of others," she said.

Assal said there are many
opportunities for stewardship, especially

during the holidays: invite someone
over who lives alone; visit someone in a

hospital or nursing home; make amends
with someone.

"Instead of giving a gift to someone
who doesn't need it, we might consider

giving a card with a message that we
have made a donation to a worthy cause

in his or her name," said Assal.

"Christ gave his life for us," she

said. "What are we giving him back
in return?"

WANT MORE INFO?

The Diocese of Charlotle's Development

Office recently revised the "Guide for

Individuals and Parishes Developing

A Stewardship Way of Life." For more

infomiation, visit www.chartottediocese.

org/stewardship.html.

^ery heartwarming & full of hope"
Githolk Universe Bulletin

Tlirough love and faith,

one family rediscovers

the beau^ of life...

-Dennis Sodowsid

CARMIKE 14
2000 S.E.Catawba Valley Blvd.

Hickory, NC
SHOWIMS/GROUP SAIES: {828)30«089

OPENING DEC 1, 2006
www.carmIke.coin

PG.^.WWW.CHRISTMASATMAXWELLS.COM

CouRTBY Photos

Life Teen youth group members at St. Paul the Apostle Church in Greensboro sort through hundreds of

items they collected during a scavenger hunt on Stewardship Sunday, Nov. 1 2.

AHENTION READERS! HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?

The Christmas season is upon us, and The Catholic News & Herald is looking for unique stories in

which parishes, Catholic sdiools, organizations and individuals are remembering the reason for the

season— Jesus Christ— and are helping to spread the holiday cheer to others.

Is there an event taking place at your parish? Is someone you know an example of how to live the

Catholic faith, especially during the holidays?

If so, please contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail kaevans@

chaf1ottediocese.org.

135,000 people will read
these words this week!

^ Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

^ LOW ad rates - easyfor smali businesses and
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"The value of the choice of priestly celibacy according to the Catholic tradition was reaffirmed..."

Pope, curia officials

reaffirm values of priestly

celibacy

CELIBACY, from page 1

should be highlighted among priests

and seminarians.

At the same time, the participants

examined the possibility of the return to

active ministry of some priests who may
have left the priesthood to marry but who
now meet certain conditions, a Vatican

statement said.

The pope presided over the three-hour

meeting ofmore than 20 heads of Vatican

congregations and councils Nov. 16.

"The value of the choice of priestly

celibacy according to the Catholic

tradition was reaffirmed, and the need for

solid human and Christian formation was
underlined, both for seminarians and for

those already ordained," a brief Vatican

statement said.

The Vatican encounter was triggered

by the case of Zambian Archbishop

Emmanuel Milingo, who recently was
excommunicated after he ordained

four married men as bishops without

papal permission.

The Vatican statement, issued a

few hours after the meeting, made no

mention ofArchbishop Milingo.

It said the participants were given

updated information onrequests by priests

for dispensation from the obligation

of celibacy and on the possibility of

readmission for priests who "meet the

conditions foreseen by the church."

In recent years, the Vatican has

approved the return to active ministry

for some priests who left to marry
in civil ceremonies, but who later

divorced or were widowed and petitioned

for readmission.

Such readmissions follow a long

process and require an expression of

repentance from the petitioner, according

to Vatican officials.

The Vatican spokesman, Jesuit

Father Federico Lombardi, told Catholic

News Service it was his understanding

that the meeting did not consider major

changes in the priestly celibacy rule.

Instead, he said, the discussion

appeared to focus on the pastoral situation

of priests in those special circumstances

seeking readmission to ministry.

When ordained, Latin-rite Catholic

priests make a promise ofcelibacy. In the

Eastern rites, married men may become
priests, but are not allowed to marry after

ordination.

The Vatican encounter came less

than two weeks afterArchbishop Milingo

wrote an open letter to the pope, calling

for immediate steps to accept married

priests in the Catholic Church in order

to end what he said was the church's

"dire straits because of the shortage of

priests."

In his letter. Archbishop Milingo

said there were an estimated 150,000

married priests worldwide "who are

ready and willing to serve."

Archbishop Milingo, 76, married a

South Korean woman in 2001 but at the

request of Pope John Paul II left her and

was reconciled with the Vatican.

Last summer, however, the

archbishop was reunited with his wife

in the United States and founded a

movement called Married Priests Now!
The issue ofpriestly celibacy and the

potential role of married priests came up

at the Synod of Bishops on the Eucharist

in late 2005. Several bishops at the synod

asked for discussion of the possibility

of ordaining married men to respond to

priest shortages around the world.

But the synod ended up strongly

affirming the value of priestly celibacy

and made no recommendations for any

change. The pope is expected to publish a

document on the synod sometime soon.

Priests who request and obtain

Vatican dispensation from priestly

celibacy in order to marry are returned

to the lay state. They are not allowed to

administer the sacraments, except for

granting absolution when there is danger

of death, and are forbidden to assume

some other functions in church life.

CNS PHOTO BY Catholic Press Photo

Pope Benedict XVI and top Vatican officials meet at the Vatican Nov. 1 6 to discuss the celibacy requirement

for priests. The meeting, spurred by the case of Zambian Archbishop Emmanuel Milingo, affirmed the

value of priestly celibacy.
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Save On lh\s Unique 18-Dav Repositioning Cruise!

Cruise Northern Europe

+ Germany Land Tour
Join Your YMT Chaplain Father Mel Bennett and

Other Roman Catholics Departing AprM 29, 2007

DAILYMASS ABOARD SHIP!
MSC Cruise Lines has to reposition the new MSG Lirica from Ft. Lauderdale to Hamburg,

Germany. Take advantage of this exclusive 'Your Man' Tours 23-Day vacation package

departing April 29, 2007. You'll spend 17 nights sailing to San Juan, Puerto Rico; Charlotte

Amalie, St. Thomas; Funchal, Madeira Island; Vigo, Spain; Le Havre, France; Dover (London),

England; Amsterdam, Netherlands; and Hamburg, Germany. Your five day tour of Gemiany

includes Berlin; historic East Beriin; Brandenburg Gate; Reichstag; Checkpoint Chariie; Leipzig;

Rothenburg O.T.; Frankfurt, Germany; then fly home. Prices (per person / based on double

occupancy) start at $2347 including taxes & port charges. Round trip airfare from Charlotte

$950. $500 deposits are now due. Father Bennett has led groups to Europe five times. He is

Senior Associate Pastor at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Carmel, Indiana.

For information, reservations, brochure,

and letter from Father Bennett call 7 days a week :

'YOUR MAN' lOmS 1-800-968-7626
North America's First Choice for travel since 1967!

got monks?

Our monks see God.

Our students seek Truth.

No wonder we end up at the same place:

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

What are YOU seeking?
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Celibacy, stillness, insight

Buddhist, Catholic monks gather for

dialogue on celibacy

BY FATHER THOMAS RYAN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

COLLEGEVILLE, Minn. — A
dozen Buddhist monks from around the

country gathered with a similar number
of Catholic monastics from various U.S.

monasteries for dialogue on celibacy at

St. John's Abbey in CoUegeville.

As he opened the Oct. 26-29

meeting, Benedictine Father William

Skudlarek, executive director of the

Monastic Interreligious Dialogue, noted

that Buddhists have had a fradition of

celibacy for 500 to 700 years longer than

Catholics.

"We have something to learn,"

iie said.

This was the second "Monks in

the West" interreligious dialogue; the

first took place in 2004 at the City of

Ten Thousand Buddhas in northern

California.

On the Catholic side, participants

come from Benedictine, Cistercian and

Camoldolese monasteries, and on the

Buddhist side, from the Theravada,

Mahayana and Tibetan fraditions.

Why celibacy?

In CoUegeville, the first session dealt

with theory — the "why" of celibacy.

Buddhist participants explained that their

teachings focus on seeing how suffering

is created and cured.

Attachments give rise to suffering.

they said, so advancement in the

spiritual life requires letting go of one's

attachments. Attachment to desires,

including sexual desires, is a hindrance

to spiritual progress, they said.

"Raging desire takes away choice,

freedom," said Kusala Bhikshu, a

Buddhist chaplain at the University of

California at I^os Angeles, in his opening

presentation. "The senses must be

controlled in order to be free."

Benedictine Brother Gregory Perron

from St. Procopius Abbey in Lisle,

111., said monastic life demands a

profound understanding and acceptance

of solitude.

"Celibacy is a tool," said Brother

Gregory, "a skillful means, like

intentional simplicity of life, by which

our heart is burrowed out and the core of

our being laid bare.

"By embracing it, the monk accepts

the aloneness that characterizes every

human being," he said.

Three-step process

In the second session on practice,

Jisho Perry from the Shasta Buddhist

Abbey in Moimt Shasta, Calif, said that

"the whole thrust of fraining is not to

give in to desire that arises."

He described the Buddhist method of

accepting sexual feelings without either

acting on them or repressing them, but just

letting them pass through one's being.

Father Skudlarek expressed

LAST CHANCE!! Ticket (leadline - Friday, Dec. 1

The Asheville Vicariate invites you to a Da; of Reflection featuring

Dr. Scott Balin

I
internationally know^n theologian, author,

speaker and professor at Franciscan University

Immaculate Conception Church, Hendersonville
Saturday, Dec. 9 10am - 4pm
** NO TICKETS available at door. Call by DECEMBER 1.

A $10 donation includes lunch.

Call 828-697-7420 today!

It's news and
inspiratton about

the Diocese of Charlotte!

Subscribe today

WdocPodM
Check it out at

www.CharlotteDioce8e.org

CNS PHOTO BY Kamal Kishore, Reuters

Buddhist monks take part in a parade in New Delhi, India, in January this year. Buddhists have had a

tradition of celibacy for 500 to 700 years longer than Catholics, in Buddhism attachment to desires,

including sexual desires, is seen as a hindrance to spiritual progress for monks.

appreciation for the Buddhist approach

to transforming sexual energy.

"I never got a sense in our training of

accepting the feeUng with awareness and

letting it pass without acting on it," he

said. "You had to fight it! And the more
you resisted, the stronger it got!"

Heng Sure, a Buddhist monk who
teaches at the Graduate Theological

Union in Berkeley, Calif., said celibacy

is the first step in a three-step process that

goes fi-om celibacy to stillness to insight.

"It should not be seen just as a

difiicult adjunct to the spiritual path, but

as essential to it," he said.

"Something happens to the energy

in the stillness," he added. "The pressure

goes away."

In married life, he explained, spiritual

practice is "partial and piecemeal,"

making celibacy a more effective means
to move toward insight, and the peace

and happiness that flow fi-om it.

Benedictine Father Mark Serna,

president of the Monastic Interreligious

Dialogue, pointed out that "in Christianity

married people can be holy, too; one

doesn't have to be celibate to go
to heaven."

Catholic monastics emphasized how,

in Christian faith,-motivation for celibacy

is strongly relational.

"For me," said Benedictine Father

Terrance Kardong of Assumption Abbey
inRichardton,N.D.,"it'sthedeeppersonal

relationship with Jesus that enables me to

do something this difficult."

Benedictine Father Michael Peterson

fi-om Blue Cloud Abbey near Marvin,

S.D., drew laughter with his comment:
"When college kids ask me: 'How can

you live without sex?' my answer is,

'God's a better kisser.' In celibacy I transfer

my desire for fulfillment to God."

Guiding celibacy

The third session focused on how
the two traditions handle transgressions

and failure.

Ajahn Punnadhammo, abbot of

the Arrow River Forest Hermitage in

Thunder Bay, Ontario, explained the

"four defeats" in Buddhist monasticism:

sexual intercourse, stealing above a

trivial amount, killing a human being

and falsely claiming superior spiritual

achievements.

He explained that if a monk should

do any of these four actions, he is no

longer a monk and is not readmitted into

the community.

The Buddhist participants listened

with keen interest to Benedictine Abbot
John Klassen of St. John's Abbey as he

related how, in addressing the sex abuse

scandal in the Catholic Church, the

U.S. bishops ruled that transgressions

against minors by clergy would result in

removal fi^om ministry and in some cases

expulsion from the priesthood.

But, said Abbot Klassen, "leaders

of religious communities took a

fundamentally different stance. They had

to agree to remove any offender from

ministry, but they were not willing to

throw them out of the community. They
agreed to do risk assessment and develop

supervision for offenders."

Abbot Klassen described how, in the

1970s, "our awareness of failures moved
from the moral arena to the psychological

arena, and now to the awareness that

sexual abuse of minors is a crime.

"New guidelines provide a level of

behavioral specificity that we've never

seen before," he said.

ce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
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(828) 687-3530

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Poking fun at the pope?
Satire sparks debate over limits ofhumor

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Italians

have a long history of satirizing the papacy,

but recent gibes at Pope Benedict XVI
and his personal secretary have ignited a

national debate over the limits ofhumor
A running sketch on a popular Italian

TV show portrays the pope as a capricious

egotist who complains about always having

to wear white and giggles as he types out

excommunication edicts.

A radio comedian has the pope
shooting pigeons above St. Peter's Square
— because they "bother people who have

to work"— and tossing burning candies

down at children.

Meanwhile, another radio show
impersonator makes fun of papal

secretary, Msgr. Georg Ganswein, who
comes off as a vain lightweight who
dreams of being a circus acrobat, but

worries that it might mess up his hair.

In mid-November, the Catholic

newspaper Awenire decided it had seen

and heard enough. It said the parodies

of the pontiff and his secretary were

vulgar and grotesque and in some ways
represented a cheap shot at the church.

Citing a sketch that showed Pope
Benedict preparing to deliver an Angelus

talk, Awenire editorialist Umberto
Folena said the pope "appears as a

hysterical man flanked by two cardinal-

altar boys, worried about having enough

good lines to deliver, out of control, his

fingers swollen with big rings."

"What does this have to do with the

real pope? Nothing. If satire magnifies

a defect in order to ridicule it, this

operation has failed," he said.

In his TV impersonation, Maurizio

Crozza's pope speaks in a thick

German accent and worries about being

overshadowed by his predecessor. Pope
John Paul II. His skits involve the pope

tap dancing and juggling oranges.

The radio spoof on Msgr. Ganswein

plays on his popularity in the Italian

media and his reputation as the most
sportive and handsome member of the

pope's household.

The real Msgr. Ganswein told an

Italian reporter he'd never heard the radio

show or seen the TV spoofofthe pope, but

thought such transmissions were oflFensive.

Satire is legitimate but should respect

the people involved, he said.

"These things have no intellectual level

and offend men of the church. They're

unacceptable, and I really hope they end

immediately," Msgr. Ganswein said.

The papal secretary's comments led

some Italians to accuse the church of

being oversensitive.

"One of the characteristics of satire

is that it doesn't make the victim laugh,"

said Fausto Colombo, who teaches media
theory at the Catholic University of the

Sacred Heart in Milan.

The limits of satire are fixed by
the law, he said, not by the fact that it

may offend some people. And in any

case, poking fun at the pope or a papal

secretary is not the same as ridiculing

Jesus Christ, he added.

But German Cardinal Walter Kasper

was more critical. He said this type of

satire aims at attacking and damaging

the image ofthe pope and encourages the

creation of "a society of ridicule."

Several commentators said the

gags aimed at the pope and the Catholic

Church indicated a double standard, at

a time when people are being asked to

show greater sensitivity toward Islamic

feelings and beliefs.

The freedom of satire should be in

every direction, said an editorial in the

Rome newspaper La Repubblica.

The newspaper Corriere della Sera

concurred: "Between an Islamic religion

that doesn't even tolerate a cartoon and

a Catholic religion forced to feed the

tired fantasies of humor, there must be a

middle way."

The best remembered Italian satirist is

Giuseppe Gioacchino Belli, a 19th-century

Roman poet who once described the pope

as "wined and dined and mellow," ready

to bestow blessings or cannonballs on

the populace.

Belli was a master of popular

expression, and today's Italian comics

are not considered at his level. Several

critics, in fact, suggested that the greatest

sin of the modem papal satirists is that

they're not all that fimny.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: DEC. 3, 2006

Abbotswood Senior Living

For more than 17 years, Abbotswood at

Irving Park has built a reputation on Ijgr^

providing exemplary retirement living services to

independent seniors. Residents enjoy the largest

I and 2 bedroom floorplans in Irving Park,

delicious meals, a full-time wellness director and month-co-month rental

with NO BUY^IN FEES. Optional in-home health care services are

available. Call today to schedule your personal tour.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOrSWOQD
at Irving Park

Tie onlyJull service retirement living address in the heart'ofIrving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro. NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

Dec. 3, Vim Sunda}/ o/

Advent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Jeremiah 33:14-16

Psahn 25:4-5, 8-10, 14

2) 1 Thessalonians 3:12 to 4:2

3) Gospel: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

Holiness means
happiness on
judgment day

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

When I was 4, 1 spent the better part

of an afternoon standing out in the front

yard fearfiiUy listening for the signs of

the end times.

"When you hear the trumpets
playing, you'll know it's the end of the

world," my friend Bertha had told me.

Bertha diii't seem the least bit scared,

but I immediately ran outside to listen

and wait.

Looking back, I can imagine why
Bertha, even though she was only in

her 20s, seemed to hope she'd actually

hear those trumpets harkening a glorious

coming of God's heavenly kingdom.

I'd been to her house, a run-down

wooden structure covered with brown
tarpaper, in a rural area below New
Orleans. I noticed her clothing was well-

worn and saw that she sometimes took

home bags of our hand-me-downs.

I watched her working hard at heavy

household chores two days a week at

my family's house, three elsewhere. No
doubt her wages were low, because it was
common in the 1950s for even middle-

class white families to employ black

women as domestic workers.

Bertha had every reason to be sullen

and unhappy, but she sang as she worked.

She had every reason to be resentfiil of

the families she worked for, but offered

them many kindnesses.

Bertha was good and loving to our

family, as she was to her own, and my
parents often trusted her to care for my
siblings and me. I'd like to think that in

the ensuing years the accomplishments

ofthe civil rights movement changed her

life so that she wasn't constantly wanting

the trumpet call.

Luke's Gospel reading for this first

Sunday of Advent describes the signs

of the Lord's coming in judgment. Jesus

warned his disciples not to get distracted

from their mission of love for others or

they would fear the day.

Bertha's eyes sparkled confidently

when she spoke of the day of the

trumpets because she was living a life of

holiness and was not diverted from.it by
her anxieties.

She had nothing to fear in standing

before the Lord.

Questions:

How is the life you are living today

preparing you to stand before the Lord in

judgment? What are the things that distract

you from the Christian call to holiness?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOV 26.-DEC. 2

Sunday (Christ the King), Daniel 7:13-14, Revelation 1:5-8, John 18:33-37; Monday, Revelation

14:1-3,4-5, Luke 21:1-4; Tuesday, Revelation 14:14-19, Luke 21:5-11; Wednesday, Revelation

15:14, Luke 21:12-19; Thursday (St. Andrew), Romans 10:9-18, Matthew 4:18-22; Friday,

Revelation 20:14,11-21:2, Luke 21:29-33; Saturday, Revelation 22:1-7, Luke 21:34-36.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 3-9

Sunday (First Sunday of Advent), Jeremiah 33:14-16, 1 Thessalonians 3:12 — 4:2, Luke

21:25-28, 34-36; Monday (Saint John of Damascus), Isaiah 2:1-5, Matthew 8:5-11; Tuesday

(Advent Weekday), Isaiah 11:1-10, Luke 10:21-24; Wednesday (St. Nicholas), Isaiah 25:6-10,

Matthew 15:29-37; Thursday (St. Ambrose), Isaiah 26:1-6, Matthew 7:21, 24-27; Friday (Im-

maculate Conception), Genesis 3:9-15, 20, Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12, Luke 1:26-38; Saturday

(St. Juan Diego), Isaiah 30:19-21,23-26, Matthew 9:35 -10:1, 6-8.

POLAND
with Father John Starczewski

parochial vicar at Our Lady of Grace Church, Greensboro

"The Footsteps of John Paul 11"

May 8-16, 2007
Join us while we visit Kral<ow, Wadowice, Zakopane, Warsaw, tlie

wofld-famous salt mines of Wieliczl<a, Shrine of Divine Mercy and Czestochowa.

Roundtrip from Charlotte: $2,898 plus taxes and fees (double occupancy)

— includes breakfast and dinner daily

For further iaformation, call Patti Dameron at (336) 413-8127.
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THIS is GEORGE
and his 63 YEAR-OLD
KID BROTHER, JOE.

Dull 'Night With the King'

[Pictured 58 years ago.] Today, they're still young at heart.

George likes to watch football, read and eat steak,

Joe enjoys hiking, grilled fish and Sunday football

with his brother. They plan to live happily (with their

wives] here...

pEKIKIVBVRKl
.atM ARYFlELD
A Retirement Living Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God

(336) 8864103 or toll free (866) 627-9343

wvvw.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260 NP/GNR/yng2

CNS photo/GenerSXion Entertainment

Omar Sharif co-stars in "One Night With the King," a biblical drama that tepidly recounts the Old Testament

story of Esther, a devout Jewish maiden who becomes queen when she is chosen as the bride of the

powerful Persian King Xerxes, and who uses her station to save her people from extermination. The

film has impressive production value and cameos, but it's handicapped by an inferior screenplay and

awkward, if earnest, direction. Still, the power of the tale's enduring theme of faithful witness in the face

of persecution isn't completely diminished by the filmmaker's uninspired telling. Some discreet violence

and sensuality and mature thematic elements. Tfie USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is

A-ll — adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG — parental

guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children.

Church music background paid off for The
Nativity Story' composer

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Mychael
Danna's background as a church music

director put him in good stead when it

came to scoring the new movie "The
Nativity Story."

Danna, a Canadian by birth, worked
as the choir director and organist at an

Anglican church in Dundas, Ontario,

outside Toronto.

"We sang Latin and did a lot of

things that probably did disappear

from the rituals in the Roman Catholic

Church," he said, adding he was attracted

to "the freedom to sing Gregorian chant

in Latin and to sing Mass movements" as

"something I certainly treasured.

"We did Maundy (Holy) Thursday,

we did a Tenebrae service that was
entirely Gregorian chant," he said.

In fact, Danna said, "I did apply quite

a bit of that experience to this film."

"The Nativity Story," which
premieres in theaters nationwide
Dec. 1, is a cinematic retelling of the

Gospel accounts of Jesus' birth.

Audiences will most likely hear

some familiar melodies of the season, as

"Silent Night," "Veni, Veni Emmanuel"
("O Come, O Come Emmanuel"),
"Coventry Carol" and "Carol of the

Bells" are worked into Darma's score.

Those paying more attention to the

score than the on-screen action will hear

other older and more obscure carols

woven into the score— and that they are

simg in Latin.

"We didn't want to go overboard

and make it a Christmas carol fiesta,"

Darma said. "We didn't want it to get in

that territory at all. We wanted the people

to be right with us and not in the world

of Christmas and their own Christmas in

their own sentimental way."

. Daima got his sister, a Greek and

Latin scholar, to translate songs from

their original languages into Latin.

Rather than employ instruments used

at the tiihe of Jesus' birth, Danna chose

instruments common to "Europe, where

it (the faith) blossomed into what we
know as Christianity today. I wanted to

indicate that and honor that with the use

of early European musical instruments,"

he said.

"It was important that we have a

sense of that world, the medieval world

and the Renaissance world— the age of

faith," Darma said.

He said he wanted the moviegoer to

be "able to reflect back on and see this

story that's old to us," as it was porfrayed

to people during the Renaissance.

Danna has built up an impressive

resume of film scores including this

year's "Little Miss Sunshine," last

year's "Capote," plus "Antwone Fisher,"

"Monsoon Wedding," "Being Julia,"

"Vanity Fair," "Girl, Interrupted," "The

Ice Storm," and all ofAtomEgoyan 's films

starting with "The Sweet Hereafl;er."

His current assignment is "Surf's

Up," an animated feature about a surfing

penguin.

"'The Nativity Story' wasn't your

average experience for me," he said.

"It had a great deal of meaning to me to

work on it. I really enjoyed every sleep-

deprived minute of it."

"The Nativity Story" was classified

A-I — general pafronage by the USCCB
Office for Film & Broadcasting.

"Hollywood finally gets it right,"

said a review by David DiCerto, a staff

critic in the office.

Though New Testament references

to Mary and Joseph are sparse, he added,

the film "manages to flesh them out

while remaining faithful to Scripture,

beautifully suggesting the humanity
beneath the halos."
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Catholics differ little from

others during recent election

ELECTION, from page 1

Catholics and regular churchgoers

pretty much voted like the overall

majority of the country in supporting

more Democratic candidates, said John

Green, senior fellow in religion and

American politics at the Pew Forum on

Religion and Public Life.

Enough voters shifted their support

to Democrats this year to swing majority

power to the party in both the House and

the Senate for the first time in 12 years.

Comparing exit-poll results of how
people voted in House races, the only

races common to all states. Green told

Catholic News Service that the country

as a whole was 4 percent to 5 percent

more likely to vote for Democrats this

November.

Fifty percent of white Catholics,

the common breakout used by pollsters,

voted for Democrats, compared to 48

percent who voted for Republicans. In

2004 congressional races, 45 percent of

white Catholics and of voters overall

voted for Democrats in House races,

Green said.

Tom Perriello, a co-founder of

Catholics in Alliance for the Common
Good, told CNS that efforts by the

Democratic Party to reach out to

Catholics, especially in Pennsylvania,

Ohio and Virginia, states with close, key

Senate races, seem to have succeeded.

The "life does not end at birth"

campaign, organized by a coalition of

Catholic groups led by Pax Christi USA,
was successful at persuading evangelicals

as well as Catholics to consider voting

on a broader basis than just abortion,

Perriello said.

Perriello is optimistic about that

success meaning the end of the sense

that Democratic candidates must support

abortion "rights" to get anjrwhere within

the party.

In Pennsylvania, the Democratic

Party supported Bob Casey Jr. from

the start of his campaign, even to the

point of discouraging other Democrats

fi-om running in the primary. Like the

Republican incumbent he defeated. Sen.

Rick Santorum, Casey is a Catholic who
opposes abortion, which didn't sit well

with some segments of the Democratic

Party's base.

Classifieds
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CAREGIVER: Mooresville family seeks part-

time, as needed, caregiver for their 18-month-old

daugtiter and 5-year-old son. Some evenings,

weekends and occasional overnights. Experience

and references required. Please call 704-799-1990.

"We exploded the

myth that only illegal

immigrants care

about immigration."

— Cecilia Munoz

The Rev. Jim Wallis, founder of

Sojourners and author of"God's Politics:

Why the Right Gets It Wrong and the

Left Doesn't Get It," said at a Nov. 15

teleconference hosted by the Catholic

Alliance and the organization Faith In

Public Life that the Pennsylvania election

helps neutralize abortion as a litmus test

issue for Democrats.

"With two Catholic, pro-life

candidates it took both abortion and

religion off the table and let economic

justice and poverty get back on the

table," Wallis said.

Green said Casey's success shows

what was considered an experiment by

the Democratic Party can work, but it

remains to be seen whether the approach

is viable for the long term.

Hispanic voters

Among Hispanic voters, support

for Democratic candidates is the norm,

but even that was stronger this election.

Seventy-three percent ofHispanics voted

for Democrats for House seats, according

to the National Election Pool, an exit poll

for a consortium ofnews outlets.

In the 2004 presidential race, 53

percent of Hispanics voted for the

Democratic candidate and 29 percent

voted for the Republican candidate, The

Wall Street Journal reported. In the last

midterm election in 2002, 38 percent of

Hispanic voters chose the Republican

candidate.

At a Nov. 14 discussion about the

election hosted by the New Democratic

Network, Cecilia Munoz of the National

Council of La Raza said the November
races brought out a record percentage of

Latino voters, 8 percent.

Hispanics account for 8.6 percent of

registered voters and 14.5 percent of the

U.S. population, according to the Pew
Hispanic Center.

Munoz said that as in every election

the issues of greatest concern to Latino

SERVICES
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How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:
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Percent of Catholic voters who cast ballot for ...

2006
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presidential
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ie(

Based on nationwide exit polling.

Source: 2006 number from the NewYorkTtmes, 2004 from CNN ©2006 CNS

voters were education, the economy
and, this time, the war in Iraq. But

immigration was a driving force for

many Hispanic voters.

Mimoz said 30 percent of Hispanic

voters said they either participated in

the immigration ralhes and marches of

the spring or are close to someone else

who did so. Almost half of the youngest

voters said they had joined the rallies or

marches, she said.

"We exploded the myth that

only illegal immigrants care about

immigration," Munoz said.

That notion "insulted people,"

she said, and led to what she said was

the backfiring of attempts by some
Republicans to draw out their core voters

by emphasizing a tough approach on

illegal immigration.

InmanystatesincumbentRepublicans

who emphasized their opposition to

comprehensive immigration reform lost

to Democrats who advocated a broader

approach.

At the same briefing, pollster Sergio

Jtif

Ir

irori

Bendixen said the election explode^

three myths about Hispanic voters:

— That they don't vote.

— That they are a swing vote tha
jj^

might readily go for either Republican

or Democrats.
— That Hispanic voters are nearl;

all U.S.-bom and therefore less likel;

to care about problems affecting ne\'

immigrants.

Bendixen said 19 percent of voter

in California this year were Hispanic an

half of those were bom in Latin Americj

The national debate about immigratio

over the last year and the inconclusiv

efforts in Congress to tackle illegi

immigration were a key to drawing oi

Hispanic voters.

He agreed with Mxmoz that the wi

and economic issues were more importai

to Hispanic voters, but immigration was

strong factor in getting people to the polls

"It wasn't about policy but aboi

what being a Hispanic in Americ

means," Bendixen said. "Jt was vel

personal."
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for Catholic Social Services (CSS)

;

office is located in Winston-Salem, NC.
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includes competitive salary and benefits package. To be considered for

this position, submit a resume postmarked by December 20, 2006 to:

Gerard A. Carter, Catholic Social Services, 1123 South Church Street,

Charlotte, NC 28203-4003.
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Indonesian youths ask Bush to

change 'hegemonic foreign policies'

Organizations like America, dislike policies

JAKARTA, Indonesia (CNS)— Just

!days before U.S. President George W.

Bush's visit to Indonesia, seven religious

youth organizations asked him to desist

from policies that cause suffering in

developing countries.

"We are writing you ... to show our

strong disagreementwith yourhegemonic

foreign policies which worsen (the)

global world order," the groups said in a

f4ov. 17 letter to Bush.

The chairmen of the groups signed

he letter and delivered it to U.S.

Embassador B. Lynn Pascoe.

Natalis Situmorang, chairman of

he Central Board of Catholic Youth and

)ne of the signers of the letter, told UCA
^lews, an Asian church news agency

)ased in Thailand, that Pascoe promised

o deliver the letter to Bush.

Bush spent less than seven hours in

ndonesia, the last stop on an eight-day

Vsian trip that including several days in

/ietnam, where he attended the Asia-

'acific Economic Cooperation forum,

md a stop in Singapore.

In Indonesia, Bushmetwith President
iusilo Bambang Yudhoyono and other

ndonesian leaders at the presidential

etreat in Bogor, about 30 miles south of

akarta.

In their letter, the youth leaders

trongly condemned the Sept. 11, 2001,

jrrorist attacks that killed thousands of

innocent Americans. However, they said

Bush's "war on terror thatjustifies wars in

Afghanistan and Iraq is unacceptable."

The groups also strongly urged the

U.S. government to stop applying double

standards in its foreign policy at the cost

of developing countries, to promote

dialogue and mediation to resolve

international disputes and to work with

other countries to reform the United

Nations so it could more effectively

pursue international peace, security and

development.

The letter made it a point to welcome
Bush and said, "We never hate our

American friends; we just disagree with

your unjust foreign policies."

Indonesia, the world's most populous

Islamic nation, has been an ally in the

U.S.-led war on terror in the region, but

the government and much of the public

oppose U.S. policies in the Middle East,

especially Iraq.

During Bush's visit, about 4,000

people protested near the presidential

retreat.

The previous day, Bush and his wife,

Laura, visited Cua Bac Catholic Church

in Hanoi, Vietnam, but said nothing

during the Vietnamese-language service,

the parish priest told reporters.

"We all had a silent dialogue with

God," said Father Nguyen Quoc Khanh.

Outside the church. Bush said the

Th(3 CatholicShopre
AT BELMO^s^^ABBEY COLLEGE
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U.S. President George W. Bush talks to schoolchildren at the presidential palace in Bogor,

Indonesia, Nov. 20.

most basic right was "the freedom to

worship as you see fit."

"A whole society is a society which

welcomes basic freedoms," he said.

Earlier in November, the U.S.

government removed Vietnam from
its list of worst violators of religious

freedom. However, some religious

leaders in Vietnam report continued

restrictions on their activities.

Catholic leaders say government
pressure changed churches' statement

CAPETOWN, SouthAfiicaCCNS)—
At least two Catholic leaders in Zimbabwe
are frustrated that the government seems

to have sabotaged a statement by Christian

churches calling for a national vision to

rescue the ailing country.

Although the statement was issued

electronically in mid-September, about

2,500 copies printed for the official

launch by the churches in late October

were changed, said Archbishop Pius

Ncube of Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.
"It's not the document that I signed,"

the archbishop said in a Nov. 1 6 telephone

interview from Bulawayo. "Whole pages

have been cut out, and it's been watered

down so much that it's lost all its power
and energy.

"The government has been interfering

in the churches' process; they want to force

their agenda instead of having genuine

dialogue," Archbishop Ncube said.

The statement, "The Zimbabwe
We Want: Toward a National Vision for

Zimbabwe," was issuedby the Zimbabwe
Catholic Bishops'Conference,Zimbabwe
Council of Churches and the Evangelical

Fellowship ofZimbabwe.
In the past. Archbishop Ncube has

accused Zimbabwean President Robert

Mugabe of bribing some Christian

leaders, including former Zimbabwe
Council of Churches President Peter

Nemapare, with farms and money so

they would work with his government.

The decision of whether or not to

support the 82-year-old president, who
has led the country since its independence

from Britain in 1980, also has caused

some tensions among Catholic Church

leaders, sources say.

Mugabe spoke at the churches' Oct.

27 launch ofthe printed document. He has

rejected the churches' call in the original

document for a new constitution.

Alouis Chaumba, who heads
Zimbabwe's Catholic Commission for

Justice andPeace, saidwhile Zimbabwe's

churches have sufficient structures

to distribute their 42-page statement

throughout the country, there are "no

more copies to be found anywhere, and

at some meetings people are discussing

it using only hearsay."

"Also, it is a problem that it is in

English only, because to reach everyone

it should be translated" into the widely

spoken languages, he said

Development indicators show
Zimbabwe, with a population of 12

million, in an "unrelenting economic

meltdown" characterized by a drain

of professionals, the world's highest

inflation rate at more than 1 ,000 percent

and escalating corruption. The country

has a 70 percent unemployment rate

and is chronically short of food and

foreign currency to import essential

commodities, including drugs and fiiel.

Chaumba said people with jobs

usually walk about 15 miles to get to

work in the mornings "rather than spend

90 percent of their wages on transport

costs," and in remote areas of the

country, oxen and donkeys are becoming

common forms of transport.

TheNov. 6newsletterofZimbabwe's
Jesuits said "the prime evil ofZimbabwe
is the concentration of too much power

in the hands of very few."

Noting that almost all media is

government-controlled, the newsletter said

that "without a free media we will not be

able to have the national debate" for which

the churches called in their document.

"We need a free debate on a

constitution that cuts power down to

size; we need to prepare for our second

liberation and lay the foundation for a

new Zimbabwe," it said.
www.belmontabbeyCollege.edu
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Trail of the saints
Seeing holiness of others may help find

it in ourselves

My parish is pxirsuing holiness,

by bus.

We have started a program called

"Trail of the Saints." Every month or

so, we take a one- or two-day bus trip to

learn about those who have gone before

us in faith.

Since ourparish is located in southern

Maryland, where the Catholic Church

first took root in the English-speaking

U.S., we have a lot to see nearby.

We have been to St. Mary's County,

where the English Catholics first landed.

We saw the partially reconstructed "brick

chapel," the first Catholic church in this

part of the world.

We also have visited two churches

that both claim the title ofoldest English-

speaking Catholic church in the U.S.

Our "Trail of the Saints" isn't

just about learning history; it is about

learning holiness.

On the way we pray and celebrate

Mass. We also learn a little about what

motivated our ancestors in the faith. We
try to imderstand their moral, social and

religious problems, and see how their

faith formed them.

We figure we have at least a year's

worth of short trips around us. Beyond
southern Maryland we have the newly

restored Basilica of the Assumption
in Baltimore, the religious houses in

Washington, D.C., and the home of

Mother Seton in Emmitsburg, Md.
We also have all the Catholic sites in

Annapolis, Baltimore, Philadelphia and

New York. We keep discovering more
places we want to go!

The idea for this ministry came from

our parish's stained-glass windows. A
few years ago we built a new church. In

the windows we included a history of

American saints.

This fall it occurred to me that it

would be great fim to learn about each of

these people and see where they lived.

We probably won't get everywhere

shown in our windows. I doubt we can

get a parish trip to Hawaii to see the

home of Blessed Damien of Molokai.

But I would love to try.

Parish

Diary

FATHER
PETER J. DALY
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This idea of learning "on the go"

has proved hugely popular. We have no

trouble filling the bus. I think nearly every

parish could do a trail of the saints.

First you need a good leader

and organizer.

Then you need places to go.

Pilgrimage sites exist everywhere,

because holy people have lived

everywhere.

In California there are all the

wonderful missions and great cities with

diverse religious communities.

In the Southwest you have more
Spanish missions and beautifiil monastic

communities.

In New England there are

the great Catholic centers and the

Canadian shrines.

In the Midwest you have the trail of

the pioneers of faith, the explorers of the

West and founders of religious orders.

In Florida there are the Spanish

missions and the Cuban and Haitian

communities.

On the Gulf Coast there is New
Orleans with its great Catholic history of

every race and culture.

There are a lot of resources for

this sort of holy travel. The U.S.

bishops' conference publishes a book
about pilgrimage sites. There are

numerous books about monasteries and

retreat houses.

No matter whose shrine you visit or

what history you pursue, the message

is the same: Holiness exists in every

age and in every place. It can be found

everywhere ifwe look for it.

Once we learn to recognize it in

others, we may even find holiness

in ourselves.

Happy trails!

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250

words or less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone

number of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations

and edited for clarity, style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted to The

Catholic News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole

or in part, in print, electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Cattiolic News & Herald. P.O. Box 37267, Chariotte, N.C.

28237, or e-mail cattiolicnews@charlottediocese.org.

After the voting, hard work

awaits us
Catholics called to make changes for

common good

Tens of millions of eligible voters

decided not to participate in the recent

mid-term elections.

That should come as no big surprise.

Low voter turnout in the world's leading

democracy has been around for some
time now.

Probably the most significant factor

in this trend is the sense among many
that no matter who gets elected, little

good will be accomplished in the halls

of government. And there's a lot of truth

to that sentiment.

In recent decades, both Democratic

and Republican congresses and
administrations have failed to adequately

address the most pressing problems
facing our nation and world.

Continuing to plague humanity
are abortion, embryonic stem cell

research, cloning, poverty, hunger,

homelessness, a low minimum wage,

lack of universal education and health

care, sweatshops, corporate greed,

pollution, global warming, crime, drugs,

pornography, child labor, child soldiers,

the root-causes of terrorism, the arms

trade, outrageous military budgets,

nuclear weapons and war.

The Catholic Church strongly

teaches that beyond the efforts of

individuals, governments have a grave

responsibility to correct social injustice

and strive for peace.

In his encyclical "The Development

of Peoples," Pope Paul VI wrote, "The

duty ofsolidarity that rests on individuals

exists also for nations: 'Advanced
nations have a very heavy obligation to

help the developing peoples.' ...

"When so many are hungry, when
so many families suffer fi-om destitution

when so many schools, hospitals and

homes worthy of the name remain to be

built, all public and private squandering

ofwealth every exhausting armaments

race, becomes an intolerable scandal.

"We are conscious of our duty

to denounce it. Would that those in

authority listen to our words before it is

too late!"

Nearly 40 years have passed since

Pope Paul wrote those prophetic words,

but sadly they are truer today than ever.

Yes, if only those in power would

listen to the late pope's words. If only

those in authority also would listen to the

present pope's words.

In liis June address to seven new
ambassadors to the Holy See, Pope
Benedict XVI said:

"Our hearts cannot be at peace as

long as we see our brothers and sisters

suffering from lack of food, work,

shelter or other fundamental goods. The

earth indeed has the capacity to nurture

all its inhabitants, provided that rich

countries do not keep for themselves that

which belongs to all."

Yet that is largely what the richest

country on earth is doing. Our wealthy

Malting a

Difference
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nation gives only a tiny flection of its

income— 0.2 percent— toward helping

the world's poor. And our government

continues to fall far short when it comes
to addressing the needs of 37 million

poor Americans.

Laws in the United States allow

abortion on demand and the killing of

human embryos for research. And as the

world's leading arms merchant, we sell

and give away more weapons than any

other nation.

We have by far the largest military

budget and possess the most fearsome

weapons of mass destruction: 10,500|

nuclear warheads.

Far too many of our elected officials

fail to address people's needs adequately

— especially those of poor, unborn and

war-torn people. And titiis dire situation

will go largely unchanged until "we tht

.

people" stand up and demand justice anc
|Q

peace for all!

Good citizenship calls us u\ L
this task. '1^1

We need to insist that govemmen p

leaders enact legislation and publii 1,^

policy designed to promote the commoi
juj,

good, build global solidarity and advanct
jijjj

genuine peace. Faithful disciples o
f|j

Christ should do no less!



November 24, 2006 The Catholic News & Herald 15

When I want your advice ...

Most people dont know what they're

talking about, or why
Not long ago I added a new fashion

statement to my life: a walking cane. My
world was invaded by a funky type of

irthritis that strikes younger adults, and

in my case it came on like gangbusters.

I don't like the limitations or the

lain, but my family and friends have

seen awesome.

Besides, it's pretty cool to watch

he traffic screech to a halt when I cross

he street.

What drives me crazy, however, is

he advice. It is always well-meaning.

>fevertheless, when I need advice, I ask

br it. If I don't ask, it's reasonable to

issume that I'm not in the mood.

But that doesn't stop people. As
oon as they see my cane, they launch

nto impassioned recommendations for

solution to my problem. That's before

hey have any idea what my problem is.

The ridiculous thing is that so much
if the advice is contradictory.

Sleep on a hard mattress. Sleep on

water bed. Try drug XYZ, it worked
6r me. Stay away from drug XYZ,
t made my sister's neighbor terribly

iizzy. Try acupuncture. Megavitamins.

antioxidants. Exorcism (yes, I'm
erious). Special pillows. Share my
ositive energy.

And my personal favorite: Try

the drug I'm taking even though
my condition is entirely different

from yours.

And by the way, not a single one

of my advisers ever heard of psoriatic

arthritis. I guess it's human nature to

think we have the answers, even if

we don't.

And we don't.

Just pick up any teen magazine.

"Ten Easy Steps to a Perfect BODY!"
the headline blares. "Six Weeks to

Six-Pack Abs!" "Use My Product for

Longer Life, Longer Lashes and a Firmer

Handshake!" "How to Catch a Guy in 10

Days." "How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days."

"The Perfect Prom Night."

What I want to know is, ifeverything

is so easy then why are there still disaster

prom dates?

Why doesn't everyone have a perfect

body, perfect life and no relationship

problems?

Teen advice columns usually make
solutions to our problems sound easy.

And they usually do not work. Why?
Because we're unique individuals.

We were created by a God who
won't make two snowflakes alike, so

why do we expect that two people would
fimction the same way?

Let me fill you in on a secret:

Coming

of Age

M. REGINA CRAM
CNS COLUMNIST

The magazine writers often know
next to nothing about what they're

writing.

The guy who writes about how to

have a perfect dating relationship may be

totally clueless about women.
What about the writer of the advice

column about the perfect body or the

latest fashion? How do you know
she's not a plump grandmother in a

baggy dress?

Even friends sometimes give advice

that's not helpful. How can your Mend
tell you how to handle a problem with

a basketball teanmiate or a pushy coach

if he doesn't know anything about the

team?

Most advice just isn't worth
listening to.

So here's my advice: Ignore all those

advice columns. If you really need help,

ask someone who knows something

about the subject and whose life

you respect.

Oops. Did I just give you advice that

you didn't ask for?

Catching the

spirit of the past

domestic violence in Catholic homes
You can help people escape abuse

A "dirty, little secret." That's the

;rm one pastor used to describe domestic

ifiolence in Catholic homes.

He made his comment last month at

conference for clergy on that topic. Arm
iasecki of the Joliet Diocese's Catholic

- xplorer newspaper reported on the

/ent that focused on how parish staff

m help victims.

How can the rest of us help? What
you do ifyou suspect that a Mend or

loved one is being hurt?

We wrote about this five years ago
id, sadly, the need for basic information

n't decreased. A good resource is the

ational Domestic Violence Hotline (1-

)0-799-SAFE or www.ndvh.org).

While professionals — teachers,

.rish workers and volunteers, health

ire workers, social workers and so on—
ive a legal obligation to report suspected

•use to Adult Protective Services or

hildren's Protective Services (those

one numbers are listed in the phone
»ok), what are you supposed to do if

»u think someone you know is being

used?

Professionals suggest:

1. Talk about it. If you suspect

imeone is being abused, emphasize
Aur concern for her safety. (Ninety-five

^rcent of domestic violence victims

)S female.) You might tell her you're

MTied.

2. Listen. You might be the first

person she has spoken to about what's

happening.

3. Believe the person. Victims of

abuse come fi-om every race, class, age,

income, sexual preference, occupation,

marital status and religion.

4. Don't blame. You may not agree

with a person's choices, but it's that

person's life, and no matter what else is

going on, no one deserves to be abused.

5. Offer resources. (The , National

Domestic Violence Hotline is a good
start.)

6. Respect the person's decisions.

Give her time to make choices. Only she

knows the danger she's in, so making
decisions for her could do more harm
than good.

And they offer these two reminders:

— You're not responsible for the

person's actions. You are only showing

that you care. It's OK for you to call and

talk to someone for support and ideas.

— Leaving the abuser often takes

a long time. Don't tire yourself out

trying to do too much or trying to solve

that person's problems. You'll be too

exhausted when she really needs your

support.

We would add one item: Include her

and the family in your prayers.

What can a parish do?
— Include resource information in

Your

Family
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the bulletin, in the back of the church, in

information sent home by the school and

on the parish's Web site.

— Talk about domestic violence— a

sin! — in homilies.

— In the Prayers of the Faithful,

pray for those who are being hurt.

— Believe a parishioner who tells

you she (or he) is a victim, and provide

that person with resources.

On the Web: "When I Call for

Help: A Pastoral Response to Domestic

Violence Against Women."
First issued by the U.S. bishops in

1992, this letter begins:

"As pastors ofthe Catholic Church in

the United States, we state as clearly and

strongly as we can that violence against

women, inside or outside the home, is

never justified. ... We acknowledge that

violence has many forms, many causes,

and many victims — men as well as

women."
Read more at: www.usccb.org/

laity/help. shtml. To find out about

ordering copies, call 1-800-235-8722.

It's available in both English and
Spanish.
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Recently, I was given a copy of

"Apostle of the AUeghenies; Reverend

Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin," by

Margaret and Matthew Bunson. I have

seen Father Gallitzin's church and its

beautifiil surroundings. It was there that

he devoted his life to his parishioners.

Father Gallitzin championed
religious liberty in America and was one

of the country's great defenders of the

Catholic faith in a turbulent era often

filled with bitter anti-Catholicism.

As a young man. Father Gallitzin

was a prince of Russia and one of the

most educated intellectuals of his age.

He relinquished his privileged position

to become a Catholic.

I have read many stories of early

missionaries to the U.S. and visited

where they lived. Each time I do this, I

wonder about what drove them.

As a young child growing up in

Chicago, my mother often took me back

to the old Italian neighborhood. While

there we would visit Mother Cabrini

Hospital.

Francis Xavier Cabrini was bom
in Italy, but after becoming a mm she

traveled to the United States and founded

orphanages, schools and hospitals.

Anothernun.MotherJoseph, traveled

to South America to work, and then

sailed to the state of Washington where

she personally built the first schools,

hospitals and orphanages of that state.

When I say "personally," I mean
she took hammer in hand and actually

built these buildings. Her background

as a daughter of a carriage maker was

responsible for her carpentry skills.

Stories of men and women leaving

their counMes and performing awesome
feats abound in the U.S. and often leave

us shaking our heads and asking, "How
did they do it?"

The philosopher Peter Viereck once

said that an intellectual person is a "full-

time servant of the Word, or of the word,

that is, a kind of priest either of a lofty

ideal, or of literary, artistic, philosophical

pvirsuits."

How did these missionaries do it?

It was because they were filled with an

extraordinary, lofty ideal that prompted

awesome feats. God's Word was the

propelling inspiration behind their

decisions to go to the ends ofthe world in

order to spread the good news of Christ.

A special lesson they teach us is that

one inspiring, divine ideal can conquer

mountains.

One of the greatest challenges for

our church today is to inspire youth with

lofty ideals. Wonders never will cease if

those who are inspired become full-time

servants of the Word.
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Sharing the light
Well'traveled astronomer reveals God's heavenly wonders

BY GARY MORTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

REHOBOTH BEACH, Del. — For

the last 35 billion miles of his life, James

Mullaney has pointed to the skies as

proof that God not only exists but that

he designed the intricate universe of

heaven-knows-how-many galaxies.

"The universe sure didn't happen by

accident," said Mullaney, an astronomer

and self-proclaimed "celestial

evangelist."

Mullaney is former curator of the

Buhl Planetarium and Institute ofPopular

Science in Pittsburgh and director of the

DuPont Observatory at the University of

South Carolina in Aiken.

Now 38.5 billion miles into his life's

journey (his age of "66 years by this

planet's dating" multiplied by Earth's

annual 583-million-mile orbit of the

sun), Mullaney estimates that he has

preached his message of a personal God
whose creation seems infinite to more

than a million people.

An uncle started Mullaney on
his mission 58 years (or about 35

billion miles) ago, in the backyard of

then-8-year-old Jim Mullaney's home
in Carnegie, Pa. The uncle set up a

telescope and showed Mullaney the

moon and Jupiter.

"That's when I started evangelizing,"

Mullaney said. "My first impulse, in my
head, I think I said 'Praise God!' or 'Oh

my God!'

"It was like a miracle. I had to share

it with somebody, so I started running

up and down the street fi^om our house,

pounding on all the doors and asking

them to come out and look," he said.

- Mullaney believes the big-bang

theory, which says the universe formed

through a series ofexplosions that started

with a single atom, supports the biblical

accoimt of creation.

"Scientists can explain how the

big bang happened as far back to 1/30-

billionth of a second after it happened,"

he said, "but when it comes down to the

actual event, it came out ofnowhere."

His answer: "God said, 'Let there

be light.' That's why Pope Pius XII

endorsed the big-bang theory as soon as

he heard of it."

Besides his planetarium and
observatory work, he has written five

books and published more than 700

articles about astronomy for a number of

publications. He also contributed to Carl

Sagan's "Cosmos" television series.

He presents his program 45 times a

year during retreats at St. Joseph's in the

Hills in Malvern, Pa.

MuUaney believes in a personal God
even though Earth is a seemingly miniscule

part of a vast and expanding universe.

At St. Edmond's, he used sandy stars

and the Bible to make his case. Holding

up a 35mm film canister, Mullaney said

it contained about a quarter million

grains of sand.

'If you take all the grains of sand on

all the beaches and all the deserts on the

entire planet Earth, you would be nowhere

near the amount of stars we can now see

with our largest telescopes," he said. "And
remember, stars are suns; our sun is a star.

And they all have orbiting planets."

According to the Old Testament

books of Genesis and Isaiah, "God has

a name for every star," Mullaney said,

"so you shouldn't doubt that God knows
your name."

His slideshow features pictures

taken through the Vatican Observatory's

Advanced Technology Telescope in

Arizona — Mullaney calls it the "pope

scope" — and by the Hubble Space

Telescope.

"
' ICULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIE

Keep Christ in Christmas!

Give a Catholic gift to help friends and family remember

the true "reason for the season"! Our stores are brimming

over with unique gift ideas— beautiful artwork, fabulous

gift books, jewelry and spiritual gifts for everyone on your

gift list— all at affordable prices.

Why Catholic? Special for December—
Paperback Cathechism — now only $8

704^55-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

mat7innnnaculata.com

704.342-2878
441 0-F Monroe Road,

Charlotte, 28205

Off
off all purchases

of $35 or more.

Present coupon. Not valid with any

other offers. Expires 12/23/06.

CNS PHOTO BY KbSTIN ROBERTS, ThE D|AU»

Astronomer James Mullaney stands with a recent photograph of Saturn from the Hubble Telescopei

featured on a slideshow presentation lytled "Set Your Minds on the Things Above" at St. Edmond's Church

in Rehoboth Beach, Del., in late September.

One shows Earth from outer space,

which led Mullaney to recall how Sagan

thought humanity "desperately needed a

cosmic perspective" of the Earth.

"It looks very peaceful, looking down
on it; during the day there is no trace of

human life," Mullaney said. "This is the

Bp

way God gave us the world, a beautiful ii'

jewel floating in the sea of space. wl

"And we've really messed it up, iisti

unfortunately," he said. "There's in

been tribal warfare since day one, and

we haven't learned, have we? We ar^2
still fighting." .

Give the dft of lifetime memories

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST OF IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 6-16, 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

HtghHsbts includ

spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

Beautiful Glendalough - 6* century monastic site of St. Kevin

Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'Connell Street, shopping - PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

For a brochure with complete details, call Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost

Tours at (800) 713-9800.
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Vlaking a spiritual, symbolic journey
ope Benedict

icourages Turkey's

£ithoUcs

)PE, PATRIARCH AFFIRM
MMITMENT TO UNITY

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ISTANBUL, Turkey— As
2 pope continued his four-day

p in Turkey, he had admitted

would be largely symbolic,

nsisting of outreach to the

untry's Muslim majority.

On the plane from Rome
3V. 28, Pope Benedict told

porters, "We must not

aggerate; one carmot expect

eat results in just three days,

le value (of the trip) I would

y is symbolic, the fruit of

e encounters themselves, of

counters in friendship and

3pect."

The pope's first formal

eech in Turkey came in an

Idress at the government's

ligious affairs directorate.

See TURKEY, page 7

CNS Bv Damir Sagou, Reuters

Pope Benedict XVI holds a Turkish flag while greeting guests outside the House of the Virgin Mary in Ephesus, Turkey, Nov.

29. The pope celebrated Mass outside the house.

Perspectives

Fighting the AIDS

pandemic; discovering the

potential for greatness

I PAGES 14-15
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Calling for

reform
Bishop Jugis, other

bishops send letter

to Congress on

immigration

CHARLOTTE — Bishop

Peter J. Jugis joined bishops

of the Province of Atlanta in

a letter to Congress urging the

passage of "comprehensive
and fair" immigration reform

at a national level.

Bishop Jugis, along with

Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory

of Atlanta, Ga.; Bishop Robert

J. Baker of Charleston, S.C.;

Bishop J. Kevin Boland of

Savannah, Ga.; and Bishop

Michael F. Burbidge ofRaleigh

signed the letter to the senators

and representatives for their

respective states.

The bishops expressed

strong belief that "immigration

is a moral concern, impacting

the human dignity and human
rights of every person."

Believing their collective

See BORDER, page 8

Demonstration of faith in action

Parishioners take part in annual Fort Benning protest

funeral procession is held outside Fort Benning Nov. 1 9 to commemorate the

-Urns who died at the hands of SOA graduates.

9)

Courtesy Photo

byJOANITAM.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

HAYESVILLE — The
four came home wearing small

white wooden crosses, each

with the name of a victim.

Pat and Joan Mahon, Notre

Dame Sister Terry Martin and

Mary Darlene Horton, members
ofthe Berrigan Peace and Justice

Community, Pax Christi at St.

William Church in Murphy
and Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Hayesville, were
among the thousands who spent

Nov. 17-19 in Columbus, Ga.

They were at the 1 7th annual

protest demanding the U.S.

government close the Western

Hemisphere Institute for Security

Cooperation, housed at Fort

Benning. Local police estimated

that there were between 15,000

and 16,000 people at this year's

demonstrations; organizers put

the number at 18,000 to 22,000.

"I came to witness to the

nonviolent gospel of Jesus

See SOA, page 5
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4|iAround the Diocese

Night of prayer for life;

Scripture and song

I
PAGE 4

Culture Watch

Pope's book onfesus;

Catholic builder on TV

I PAGES 10-11

'With great

promise'

Pope, Anglican leader

pledge friendship while

recognizing differences

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — The
"journey of friendship"

between Roman Catholics and

Anglicans will continue even

though the path toward full

See PLEDGE, page 6

Transcending traditions

Catholic, Muslim

students share on campus

I PAGE 16
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Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

SNIFFING OUT CANCER

CNS PHOTO BY Debbie Hill

Hossam Haick is seen in a lab at tlie Israel Institute of Technology in Haifa, Israel, Nov. 14. The Catholic

scientist was awarded a $2.26 million European Union grant to develop nanometric devices that would

smell cancer in people's breath and determine its stage and location.

Israeli Catholic scientist

wins grant for devices to

find cancer
JERUSALEM (CNS) — Four

months after completing his postdoctoral

research in chemistry and chemical

engineering at the California Institute

of Technology, Hossam Haick had
just gotten used to the idea of heading

his own little lab when he became the

recipient of the largest European Union

grant given to an Israeli scientist.

Haick, a 31 -year-old Catholic

resident of Haifa who grew up in

Nazareth, was given the grant of $2.26

million to develop nanometric devices to

sniff out cancer like an "electric nose."

The devices will be about 100,000

times smaller than the diameter of a hair,

he said.

Haick is a researcher and senior

lecturer in the chemical engineering

department and the Russell Berrie

Nanotechnology Institute, both at

the Israel Institute of Technology, or

Technion, in Haifa.

With the EU grant, Haick hopes

to create nanometric devices sensitive

enough to sniff out people with cancer as

well as detect the stages and location of

about 90 percent of cancerous diseases

by smelling people's breath.

"It is the first time in Israeli academia

that one has gotten such a large grant. It

is considered very prestigious, and it is a

good starting point for my new academic

career," said Haick.

"On the other hand, I now feel a big

responsibility on my shoulders," he said.

Haick said his "vision is to develop

a portable ... inexpensive ... device that

can be used by every interested physician

and clinic."

Haick hopes his team will be able

to create a working model to distinguish

between healthy and unhealthy patients

within five years; the ability to distinguish

location and stages ofthe cancer will take

longer to develop.

He is currently doubling his lab

staff to include 10 chemists as well

as chemical, electrical and material

engineers fi-om Israel, Europe and Asia

who will work in the three new labs he

is establishing and directing. The labs

should be in working order by January,

he said.

Haick also said he hopes that

through his scientific work and
relationships he and his mostly Jewish

colleagues can be role models on how
relations between the two communities

can be built through mutual respect,

understanding, cooperation and, above

all, science.

"I believe that science has a kind of

unifying power that can bring people fi-om

different religions and nationalities together

in one place, working with each other and

understanding each other," he said.

His current team includes Muslim
and Christian Israeli Arabs, Russian

immigrants and Israeli Jews.

Panelists say '98 religious freedom
law having an affect on diplomaq

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Though
it has plenty of weaknesses and flaws,

the system put in place by a 1998 law to

monitor and protect religious fi-eedom

internationally has begun to change how
the United States and other countries

approach religious rights, said panelists

at a Washington forum Nov. 20.

Among the problems of trying to

protect religious rights abroad, according

to forum speakers, are too little emphasis

on advocacy as opposed to sanctions in

the current diplomacy system, and a risk

of other countries misunderstanding the

U.S. poHcy's goals.

The law that created the independent

U.S. Commission on International

Religious Freedom also set a formal

approach for evaluating how countries

treat religious rights and established a

State Department office to oversee how
diplomats deal with the issue.

The State Department now prepares

an aimual report on religious freedom

Diocesan
planner

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — An End-Of-Life Issues

Roundtable will be held at St. Peter Church,

507 S. Tryon St., Dec. 6, 7-9 p.m. in Biss Hall.

A discussion featuring Ray Farris, attorney;

Dr. Alex Sanchez; and Karen Walto, RN;
plus representatives of health care providers

will aid you and your family on end-of-life

decisions, followed by an open discussion.

Free parking is available in the parking garage

next to The Green. For more information, call

(803) 548-3356.

CHARLOTTE — The 17th Annual National

Night of Prayer for Life will take place at St.

Patrick Cathedral, 1621 Dilworth Road East,

Dec. 8 following the 7:30 p.m. Mass. Adoration

of the Blessed Sacrament will be available until

1 1 p.m. For more information, call Tina Witt at

(704) 846-7361.

CHARLOTTE

—

Eucharistic Adoration will be

offered every Friday, Dec. 8-22, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

at St. Peter Church, 507 South Tryon St.

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Church, 3016

Providence Rd., will present a bilingual

Christmas program, Las Posadas, Dec. 9 at 6:30

p.m. This traditional Hispanic family festivital is

a re-enactment of the Holy Family's search for

lodging in Bethlehem. For more information,

call the church office at (704) 364-543 1

.

CHARLOTTE— All Polish-speaking Catholics

are invited to a Mass in Polish at St. Matthew
Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy.,

Dec. 17 at 3 p.m. The celebrant will be Father

Marcin Zahuta. Confession will be available

from 1:30 p.m. For more information call

Elizabeth Spytkowski at (704) 948-1678.
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in each country, while the commissi 0
issues reports on select countries ab(, (jted

which its members are concerned.

The law provided for economic aj mbo

diplomatic sanctions that can be U5

against countries found to be allowi, pen

or causing "systematic, ongoing a, pj,:

egregious" violations of religious liber1| (uec

As currently established, the U
agencies that can act to protect religic jjtit

rights have "neither the resources,

bureaucratic clout nor the willpower

stand against abusers, said Thomas F{

former director of the State Departmer,
|,at

religious fi-eedom office.
^ (

But Farr cited "significant priso^
jjiii

releases" and improvements in h*
f|ie

some countries treat religious minorit
jati(

as signs of the law's success. The S'"

Department announced Nov. 13

Vietnam had been dropped from
administration's list of "countries

particular concern" because of revisicligu

of official policy on religious fi-eedoraj
\^

iiate
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will

GASTONIA VICARIATE
j

BELMONT — Mercy Sister Ann Marie Will ^
will speak at the Advent Supper-Study SeA *

guiding participants through "Praying W
Catherine McAuley," a spiritual guidebook on
founder of the Sisters of Mercy. The series ^

meet Dec. 6 and 13, 6-7:30 p.m., in the Kov^
Center at Queen of the Apostles Church, ?

N. Main St. A simplicity meal will be seri "')'''

6-6:45 p.m. No pre-registration needed

more information, call Dennis Teall-Fleming 'f'

(704) 825-9600, ext. 26, or e-mail teallfleminj|),'SBi

yahoo.com.

BELMONT — Belmont Abbey College, !

Belmont-Mt. Holly Rd., will host a free Ad'^

Morning ofReflection in the Haid Ballroom Eiptlyoi

9, 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Professor David Pitt V (tjoi

present "Cradle and Cross: A Paschal Celebraf *
of the Incarnation" and Benedictine Father DaP"!
Brown, will present "A Christmas Look at

Prologue of John's Gospel." Mass will foil

in the basilica at 11a.m. with mid-day prayeAlfiyi

11:45 a.m. Reservations are requested by call ORy

(704) 825-6777.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE • li

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of ibi

Church, 4145 Johnson St., hosts Hope OfSee *m
Everyone Again (HOSEA), a program to in^ it

Catholics who have distanced themselves from

Catholic Church to return. This small group m^ iSR

Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m., through Dec. 19, to disc aiK

various issues and concerns and to receive paste

referrals and guidance. For more informatH

contact Larry Kwan at (336) 688-1220.

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Cow^fiHei

of Catholic Women will have a Christmas

Dec. 6, 2-4 p.m., at the Knights of Columbus Hly H

2780 Horse Pen Creek Rd. For more informatifrrt

call Carmen Wood at (336) 545-9266.

GREENSBORO — St. Pius X Church I
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OM THE VATICAN

atican laments failure to restrict

uster bombs
ROME (CNS) — The Vatican

lented the failure of parties to a U.N.

ity to agree on restricting the use of

ster bombs.

Archbishop Silvano Tomasi, Vatican

resentative to U.N. agencies in

leva, said the failure to achieve an

cement has "left a real disappointment

he expectations of many people v^^ho

that it could have provided a good and

quate response to the humanitarian

icems posed by these w^eapons."

The archbishop spoke Nov. 17

ing at the end of a 10-day meeting in

leva on the Convention on Certain

iventional Weapons.

The Vatican has long supported

;otiations that would lead to a ban on

ster munitions and, in the meantime,

called for a moratorixun on their use.

Typically, cluster bombs open in

lair and scatter dozens or hundreds

mbmunitions over a wide area. Some

^ Is do not explode and can remain a

Dol, 22 10 N. Elm St., are sponsoring a series of

i\ kshops for women called Wisdom of Women.

;ions will be held on the first Thursday of

month, 9:30-11 a.m. in the parish center. The

ip will be facilitated by parishioner and life

;h Lucy Wellmaker. The purpwse of the group

create a time and a space for women to better

lect with their inner wisdom and move forward

heir journey in life. For more information or

egister call Lucy (336) 632-1940 or e-mail

;hw@lucywellmaker.com.

'liENSBORO — The Reemployment Support

up of St. Paul the Apostle Church will meet

. 14, 7:30-9 p.m., in Room 8 of the Parish

A Center, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. If you are

(
ently out of work or looking to make a career

ige, join us for encouragement, support cind

Jjrmative topics to help you in your job search.

Oi
more information, call Colleen Assal at (336)

jl
-4696, ext. 226.

oi

KORY VICARIATE

4 KORY— The Crib at Greccio, a re-enactment

It. Francis of Assisi's first live nativity event

Mass, will be held at the Catholic Conference

ter, 1551 Trinity Ln., Dec. 10 at 3 p.m.

\| iciscan Father Linus DeSantis will celebrate an

K Tictional Mass. Children may bring a shepherd

,if
ume or use one provided by the secular

)ciscans. For more information, call John

J tin, SFO, at (828) 323-7820 or Frank Cogger,

55
>,at(828) 320-0921.

4lSBURY VICARIATE

-ISBURY — Our Lady Rosary Makers of

•ed Heart Church, 128 N. Fulton St., are

ing cord rosaries for the missions and the

jjJtary. The group meets the first Tuesday of

I month in the church office conference room,

I a.m. For more information, call Cathy
him at (704) 636-6857 or Joan Kaczmarezyk at

0 797-8405.

ORESVILLE—A Support Groupfor Parents

> Have Lost a Child of any Age meets the

threat for many years.

The majority of people killed or

maimed by clustermunitions are civilians,

according to a recent report by the

Britain-based Handicap International.

Children are especially vulnerable

because they are easily attracted to

the bomblets' bright, colorful casings,

mistaking the volatile explosives for toys.

In some parts of Iraq, the report said,

75-80 percent of all casualties are caused

by unexploded cluster submimitions.

Archbishop Tomasi said the

humanitarian impact of cluster munitions

"is so serious" that the issue demands "an

urgent response." He said it was regrettable

that the nations at the meeting could not

formulate a mandate on the issue.

The head ofHandicap International's

Policy Unit, Stan Brabant, who attended

the U.N. meeting, said the conference

failed because any agreement needs the

consensus of all 99 member nations that

signed the convention.

second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at St.

Therese Church, 217 Brawley School Rd. We
draw strength fi'om others' experience of loss

and grief For more information, call Joy at

(704) 664-3992.

MOORESVILLE — Seniors ages 55 and up

are invited to St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley

School Rd., the second Saturday of each

month following the 5:30 p.m. Mass for Senior

Games Night, featuring games and a potluck

diimer. Call Barbara Daigler at (704) 662-9752

for details.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM—A C;;rw?was Creche, a

Franciscan tradition, will be enacted by the Our
Lady qf Mercy Church confirmation candidates

Dec. 17 at 4 p.m. in the lower parking level

behind the church, 1730 Link Rd. Refreshments

will be served following the enactment. For

more information, call Betti Longinotti at (336)

725-3751 ore-mail bssf_sfo@yahoo.com.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the Fatima

Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Sister Geri Rogers

will present "Mary: Model of Faith" Dec. 6.

The sacrament of reconciliation will be offered

at 12 p.m. in the chapel. For more information

and to RSVP, call Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336)

624-1971 ore-mail kganiel@triad.rr.com.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

piscopal
calen(Jar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

ft

»\

sf . 5— 8:45 a.m.

^
iary with Latin class

ed irlotte Catholic High School .

a

7 — 10 a.m.

* cesan Foundation meeting

loiic Conference Center, Hickory

Dec. 12 — 11:30 a.m.

Sisters of Mercy 175th anniversary

Belmont

Dec. 25— 12 a.m.

Midnight IVIass

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Pope urges international community
to increase efforts to cure AIDS

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI called on the international

community to increase efforts to find

a cure for HIV/AIDS and to protect

people infected by the virus from
discrimination.

The pope made the appeal at the

end of his Nov. 26 Angelus in St. Peter's

Square to mark World AIDS Day Dec. 1

.

Nearly 40 million adults and children

are living with HIV, and new infections

are on the rise in many countries,

according to a recent report by the Joint

U.N. Program on HIV/AIDS and the

World Health Organization.

This year 4.3 million people have

contracted the virus and 2.9 million

people died of AIDS-related illnesses,

the report said.

Pope Benedict said he hoped World

ADDS Day would promote a greater sense

of "responsibility in curing the disease

as well as in the commitment to avoid all

discrimination against those who have been

hif ' by the virus that causes the disease.

In a separate address, the pope called

for all people struggling with infectious

diseases, such as HIV/AIDS, to be

treated with love and respect.

Illnesses such as "leprosy, the

plague, tuberculosis, AIDS and Ebola

evoke tragic scenes of pain and fear," he

said Nov. 24 in an address to participants

of a Nov. 23-25 Vatican conference on

the pastoral approach to the treatment of

infectious diseases.

People affected by such "repugnant

pathologies" are often marginalized

or humiliated, and their "deplorable

situation" is made worse by "the

inequality of social and economic
conditions," the pope said.

The indifference, exclusion and
rejection victims of infectious diseases

sometimes face can also stem from
people's obsession with "the image given

in the media ofmen and women who are

mostly concerned about their own physical

beauty, health" and vitality, he said.

He called on Catholics "to respond

with concrete efforts" that promote dignity

and help make policies more equitable and

at the service of those in need.

Resources dedicated to medical

research must be distributed more fairly,

he said, and basic living conditions must
improve to "stop the emergence and
spread of infectious diseases."

In his Nov. 23 address at the Vatican

conference. Cardinal Javier Lozano
Barragan, head of the Pontifical Council

for Health Care Ministry, said Catholic

health care workers have the model
of Jesus to emulate in reaching out to

the sick with sincere love and mercy.

Authentic solidarity, in fact, demands
giving of oneself totally to the other

despite the risks, he said.

A giving tree of stars

CNS PHOTO BY Gregory A. Shemitz, Long Island CAmouc

Jim Cafarelli, chairman of the "Pick-A-Star" program at SS. Philip and James Church in St. James, N.Y.,

attaches paper ornaments to a Christmas tree in the church vestibule Nov. 26. The program, coordinated

by the parish's social ministry office, gives parishioners an opportunity to serve individuals and families

in need through the purchase of gifts listed on the ornaments. "Pick-A-Star" and similar activities that

encourage generosity to the less fortunate have become popular in many parishes during Advent.

Vatican liturgist stresses precision of
language at Mass

ST. LOUIS (CNS) — Catholics

should pray at IVlass in words that precisely

convey the meaning and reverence the

church fathers intended when they wrote

those prayers. Cardinal Francis Arinze, a

Vatican liturgist, said Nov. 1 1

.

"Language is not everj^hing. But it

is one of the most important elements

that need attention for good and faith-

filled liturgical celebrations," said

Cardinal Arinze, prefect of the Vatican

Congregation for Divine Worship and

the Sacraments.

He said his purpose was not to call

for the universal reinstitution ofthe Latin

Mass. Rather, he wanted to instill an

appreciation of the language of the Latin

Mass, warn of translations that might be

harmful and extol the unifying aspect

Latin still offers the church, he said.
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Praying for life

Night ofprayer for life to be held in parishes around dicoese

CHARLOTTE — The National

Night of Prayer for Life will be held in

nine parishes in the Diocese of Charlotte.

The Dec. 8-9 event is a pro-life

prayer service consisting of exposition

and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,

recitation of the rosary, silent meditation

and benediction.

"On this evening, we assemble to

ask God's help and forgiveness for sins

against our most vulnerable brothers

and sisters — the unborn," said Maggi
Nadol, director of the Catholic Social

Services' Respect Life Office in the

Diocese of Charlotte.

Parishes begin the service at 9 p.m. on

the feast of the Immaculate Conception,

Dec. 8, and continue until 1 a.m. on Dec.

9, when Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared

to St. Juan Diego in Mexico. An "hour

of unity" is designated for each time

zone, so parishes in the four U.S. time

zones can be linked in prayer at the same
time. FortheEasternTime zone, thehour is

12-1 a.m.

However, due to unique schedules

and conditions, some parishes may
adjust the schedule of the service.

"For many years, this event has

brought believers into the presence of

our Eucharist and our Blessed Mother

to pray for an end to the tragedy of

abortion," said Father Frank Pavone,

national director of Priests for Life.

"Such activity on the part of God's

people is a fulfillment of our Holy
Father's call in 'The Gospel of Life,'

as well as the call of our U.S. bishops,

to have more fervent, regular prayer on

behalf of life," he said.

WANT TO GO?

The National Night of Prayer for Life runs 9 p.m., Deo. 8, untiH a.m., Dec.

However, times may vary for participating churches. Please call the church 1

the schedule.

Participating parishes in the Diocese of Charlotte area:

Holy Family Church, Clemmons — (336) 778-0600; Dec. 8, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Monroe— (704) 289-2773

St. James Church, Concord — (704) 720-0600

St. Luke Church, Mint Hill - (704) 545-1224

St. Matthew Church, Charlotte— (704) 543-7677; Dec. 8, 9 p.m.-12 a.m.

St. Mark Church, Huntersville— (704) 948-0231; Dec. 8 at 8 a.m. until Dec. 9 at 8 a.m.

St. Philip the Apostle Church, Statesville- (704) 872-2579

St. Pius X Church, Greensboro— (336) 272-4681

St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Charlotte — (704) 549-1607
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Those who make a difference

Holy Angels holds annual employee awards banquet

BELMONT— Holy Angels honored

and thanked its employees during the

1 8th armual Employee Appreciation and

Awards Banquet in Belmont Nov. 17.

Holy Angels is a private, nonprofit

corporation providing residential services

and programs for children and adults with

varying degrees ofmental retardation and

physical disabilities, some of whom are

medically fragile.

In celebration of Holy Angels' 50th

anniversary year, Regina Moody, president

and CEO, announced the establishment of

two new awards, the Presidential Award
for Excellence and the Beth Withers

"Make a Difference" Award.

The Presidential Award for

Excellence was presented to Lynne
Reybum, Holy Angels Foundation vice

president, for extraordinary efforts and

servant leadership within Holy Angels.

In 2005, Reybum raised more than

$3 million to finance the building ofHoly

Angels' newest group home, Moody
Place, and the expansion of the Belhaven

Group Home.
"Lynne Reybum has unselfishly

given of her time and talents in so many
efforts," said Moody during the award

presentation.

"Her hard work has ensured that our

residents can live out their lives here at

Holy Angels," she said.

The Beth Withers "Make a

Difference" Award honored the family of

Withers, who worked at Holy Angels as a

nurse supervisor for 16 years. She died in

an automobile accident in May 2006.

In the future, the award will be

given to those who embody Withers'

compassionate care for others.

Holy Angels also remembered Dr.

Kevin Weiss, who voluntarily served

as the residents' ear, nose and throat

physician for 14 years. Weiss, who
passed away in June 2006, was named,

posthumously, recipient of the Dr. C.

Ellis Fisher "Caring Hands, Caring

Heart" Award, given to those who share

their time, talent and treasure with the

ministry ofHoly Angels.

The award was established in 2002

in honor of Fisher, who served as Holy

Angels' medical director for 29 years.

The Maria T. Morrow Spirit Award,

established in 2005, was presented to

Adell Taylor, a Holy Angels health care

technician. The award was named in

honor ofHoly Angels' first resident.

Also presented were five

Achievement of Excellence Awards,

which recognize outstanding job
performances displayed by employees.

Recipients were nominated by fellow

staff members.

The winners were: Nicole Borchardt,

relief staff; Monty Robinson, support

employment; Jan Bilas, related service

professional; Jill Ross, program
professional; and Madeline Foxx and Lisa
Martin, direct service professionals.

WANT MORE INFO?

Go online to Holy Angels' Web site at www.

holyangelsnc.org, or call (704) 825-4161.

135,000 people will read
these words this week!

^ Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S mme here?

^ LOW ad rates - easyfor mall businesses and

J individuals, tool
.j,^^,,

^% Call (704) 370^32 noHf! \J\X JtlULiL,
% w ckf»eriek@ciiarlatte€lloc«s«.org. isJEWS^ilERALD

Scripture and song
Qoncert combines sacred music, community

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Despite the cold

weather, many people gathered recently

for a lively concert in the warmth of the

Basilica of St. Lawrence.

Singers from the basilica and St.

Barnabas Church in Arden comprised

the enthusiastic choir that performed

the St. Cecilia Sing concert of sacred

music Nov. 19.

The singers joined with choirs and

musicians who took part in the third

annual St. Cecilia Sing, a concert, choral

festival or prayer event held in churches

or other venues all across the United

States between Nov. 18 and Nov. 26.

Parishes who present a St. Cecilia

Sing event offer their communities "a

chance to experience the wonder of music

and celebrate in another form as a parish

family," according to the Web site of the

NationalAssociation ofPastoral Musicians,

which sponsors the national event.

'Many parishes or dioceses aire;

celebrate St. Cecilia's memorial (Nov.

we hope to encourage this current prac

and expand it," says the Web site.

St. Cecilia is the patron sa

of music

St. Cecilia Sing is often cal

"'Scripture and Song' or 'Hymn FeSpAWi

said Andrew Davis, director of m\
ministries at the basilica and organist|a)iigii

the concert.

The concert at the basilica featuki in

names for Jesus— Author of Salvati m
Resurrected Lord, Our Eucharist, diceth

Comforter and Consolation, Christ pama

King — being remembered in si

and Scripture.

Fifth-grader Emma Tax read

story 6f Christ's birth fi-om the Goajll

of Luke. The choir then sang "Go i

it on the Mountain," emphasizing "(jil

Incarnate" as one of Christ's names.
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please join us

Honoring tke generosily of Catkolic friends wKo

^ I
provide for tke future of tke Cliurck tkrougk a

planned gift to tke Diocese of Ckarlotte or a

Jiocesan patisk, sckcwl, agency, or diocesan foundation.

Become a memher hy mahini^:

• a gift from a retirement plan

• a gift of life insurance

• a hoquost in your will

• a gift of real estate

• a gift of a trust

gift of life estate

a gift of an annuity

Woiuu/ation
oflbe

lUmuin Catihofic Oloeese of ChartoOe

ToWfive thefree booklet "Better Estate Planning" contactJudy Smith, Director ofPlanned Giti

704'370'3320: 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC28203.jmsmith@charlottediocese.org.



cemberl, 2006

FROM THE COVER
The Catholic News & Herald 5

Parishioners tal<e part In

innual Fort Benning protest

SOA, from page 1

I
irist," said Pat Mahon.

The institute —- whose military

ronym is WHINSEC — was formed

2001 to replace the School of the

nericas (SOA) as a training ground

r military, law enforcement and
/ilian officials from Latin America and

3 Caribbean.

More than a dozen otherprotests were

Id across Latin America in conjunction

th the one at Fort Benning.

Theyearlydemonstrations,sponsored
" SOA Watch, are held on a weekend in

id-November to commemorate the

yw. 16, 1989, murder of six Jesuits,

sir housekeeper and her daughter by
ilvadoran soldiers.

In 1990 a congressional task force

und that five of the nine soldiers

rested for the killings had received

lining at SOA.
Maryknoll Father Roy Bourgeois,

!a| ex-U.S. Marine and Vietnam veteran,

unded SOA Watch in 1990 and serves

director. He ministered in Bolivia

uring the dictatorship ofSOA graduate

ill ago Banzer in the 1970s," according to

4)A Watch's Web site.

SOA Watch says many SOA alumni

roughout Latin America — chiefly

ose trained since the 1960s — have

niten implicated in torture and other

iii iman rights violations over the years

ice the school was first established in

mama in the 1940s.

The Fort Berming protest included

3nviolence-and-peace training,

leakers such as Father Bourgeois

id death penalty opponent Sister of

Joseph of Medaille Helen Prejean,

id demonstrations along a temporary

foot-high fence in front of the fort's

'o permanent fences.

At least 16 people were arrested

»r going over or through the

mporary fence.

it
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Funeral &
Cremation
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Simplicity
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"I just found the whole thing

inspiring, that people are concerned

about human rights, especially in the

Americas," Sister Martin said.

"I'm prayerfully concerned for those

who are so passionate that they're willing

to get arrested. They want to help, to

really live the gospel message to help and

to love one another," she said.

On Nov. 19, demonstrators received

large white crosses bearing victims'

names and countries, which they

carried during a fimeral procession for

the victims.

There-- was also a two-hour-long

reading of victims' names.

"It was like the Litany ofthe Saints,"

Joan Mahon said, explaining that the

names were chanted in the same way as

that litany.

The litany concluded by
commemorating "all those not named"

—

the dead whose names are unknown.

The School of the Americas,
originally called the Latin American
Training Center, begam instructing Latin

American military personnel in 1946. It

was named the School of the Americas

in 1963 and moved to Fort Benning from

the Panama Canal Zone in 1984 when the

area came under Panamanian rule.

When it was closed in 2001 and

reopened as Western Hemisphere
Institute, Congress mandated that it

include at least eight hours of human
rights training in all its courses.

The institute's public affairs officer,

Lee Rials, said that training covers due

process, the rule of law, international

human rights conventions, the role of the

military in society and civilian confrol of

the military.

He said the eight-hour minimum
applies to two-week courses, but it

may rise to as much as 40 hours in

yearlong courses.

Rials has called it "a ludicrous

accusation" that the institute teaches

torture methods.

The Mahons were among the 652

demonstratorswhoacceptedthe institute 's

invitation to visit the fort legally Nov.

18 and participate in panel sessions in

which officials described the work of the

institute and fielded questions.

"His (Rials') spiel was that they

don't do that anymore," Pat Mahon said.

AMERICA'S VIVEROS ROOFING

^ Specialists in Shingles

^SiBiS Licensed Insured

Member FREE ESTIMATES
Southern Piedmont

Charlotte www.avroofing.com

704-320-4526— 704-622-8185

Joan and Pat Mahon from Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Hayesville pray during a

protest at the School of the Americas in Georgia.

Courtesy Photo

Nov. 17-19

"That's all in the past, they don't teach

that (torture, and so forth) any more.

They're teaching democracy."

SOA Watch says support for the

institute is waning in Latin America,

citing Venezuela's 2004 decision to stop

sending soldiers there for fraining and

similar decisions in 2006 by Argentina

and Uruguay.

Last year the U.S. House of

Representatives narrowly defeated a

bill to cut off" fimding for the institute,

218-188. According to SOA Watch, 34

representatives who opposed the bill lost

their seats in the November elections.

The institute's new curriculum,

which includes some human rights and

democracy instruction, helps its students

"better understand their role in serving

a democratic society," according to the

institute's Web site.

"They learn what it means to 'protect

and serve.' They learn the moral and

ethical reasons for doing what is right

and just in their duties, and they learn the

practical benefit — the support of their

own people."

Father Bourgeois sees it differently.

In January 2001, he wrote in The Atlanta

Constitution newspaper:

"Ifwe in the United States are serious

about teaching democracy and respecting

human rights in Latin America, then

we should send soldiers to civilian

institutions, where they will learn that

the military must be subordinate to

civilians.

"We cannot teach democracy through

the barrel of a gun," he wrote.

The institute's Web site states that

when students return to their own
countries, "the U.S. military groups there

maintain ties with them as part of the

U.S. military-to-military engagement

plan. There is also a report to Congress

each year on all U.S. education and

training of foreign students; the report

includes any known illegal activity by

foreign students."

However, the site states, "Just as any

college or miversity cannot guarantee that

some of their students will not someday

commit crimes, neither can we."

Contributing to this article was
Catholic News Service.

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

WANT MORE INFO?

Visit SOA Watch's Web site at www.

soaworg. Visit WHINSEC's Web site

at www.infantry.army.mil/wliinsec.

Abbotswood Senior Living
For more than 17 years, Abbotswood

at Irving Park has built a reputation on

^ providing exemplary retirement living services

to independent seniors. Residents enjoy the

largest 1 and 2 bedroom floorplans in Irving

Park, delicious meals, a fuU-time weUness director and month-to-

month rental with NO BUY-IN FEES. Optional in-home health

care services are available. Call today to schedule your personal tour.

(336) 282-8870 ABBCffSWOOD
at Irving Park

TAe onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Pope, Anglican leader pledge

friendship, recognize differences

PLEDGE, from page 1

unity seems to be blocked, said Pope

Benedict XVI and Anglican Archbishop

Rowan Williams of Canterbury.

The two leaders spent 25 minutes

speaking privately Nov. 23 at the

Vatican before giving speeches that

candidly recognized the divisions

within the Anglican Communion and

between Roman Catholics and Anglicans

over the ordination of women and

over homosexuality.

After their private meeting, the pope

and the Anglican leader processed side

by side into the Vatican's Redemptoris

Mater Chapel for midday prayer before

eating lunch together.

Archbishop Williams' visit marked

the 40th anniversary of the visit made
by a predecessor. Archbishop Michael

Ramsey, to Pope Paul VI. The 1966

meeting marked the launch of the official

Anglican-Roman Catholic theological

dialogue.

In a joint declaration signed Nov. 23,

Pope Benedict and Archbishop Williams

said that with the 1 966 meeting "centuries

of estrangement between Anglicans and

Catholics were replaced by a new desire

for partnership and cooperation."

"We celebrate the good which
has come from these four decades of

dialogue," the statement said.

"At the same time, our long

journey together makes it necessary to

acknowledge publicly the challenge

presented by new developments which,

besides being divisive for Anglicans,

present serious obstacles to our

ecumenical progress," the pope and the

archbishop said.

Concerning women bishops

The Anglican Communion risks

serious, permanent division over the

decision by some Anglican provinces

to ordain women priests and bishops,

to ordain openly gay men and to bless

homosexual unions.

But at a Nov. 24 press conference,

Archbishop Williams said a decision by

the Church of England, the Anglican

Communion's mother church, to ordain

women bishops is "not a foregone

conclusion."

In July the church synod said it

saw no theological reason why women
should not be ordained bishops and a

commission was established to begin

working on practical preparations.

Archbishop Williams said that

during his private discussions with

Pope Benedict the pope asked "a little

about the experience and the effect of

the ordination of women" priests in

the Anglican Communion, "and I was
very happy to talk about the benefits I

thought it had brought and some of the

theological thinking behind it."

The archbishop said he and the pope

agreed that a Christian community was
obliged to address possible change "on

the basis of shared theological principles

"We celebrate the good that

has come from these four

decades of dialogue."

— Pope Benedict XVI and

Anglican Archbishop Rowan Williams

and shared biblical understanding, not as

a response to secular pressures."

In continuing its deliberations about

the ordination of women bishops, the

archbishop said, the Church of England

must ensure it has a "sound theological

basis" for its decision and is not simply

reacting to a widely accepted belief that

women should have equal access to

leadership roles in all areas of life.

Path to unity

Both Archbishop Williams and

Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the

Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian

Unity, told reporters that the visit had

"exceeded" their expectations and laid a

solid foundation for continuing dialogue.

In fact, the two announced that ajoint

commission would meet early in 2007 to

offer Pope Benedict and Archbishop

Williams possible topics for a third

phase of the Anglican-Roman Catholic

International Commission, a theological

dialogue body.

The second phase concluded in 2005

with the publication of a joint document

on Mary.

In his speech to the archbishop.

Pope Benedict said that when the official

dialogue began 40 years ago it was "filled

with great promise."

Catholics and Anglicans, he said,

must give thanks to God for the fiiendship

of church leaders, the cooperation and

respect shown by church members and the

common agreements on matters of faith

and doctrine reached by the dialogue.

At the same time, he said, the

pressures of growing secularism and

changing moral values have had a

negative impact on many Christians and

their communities.

New positions have led to "strains

and difficulties" within the Anglican

Communion, even raising questions

about whether the communion will be

able to remain intact, the pope said.

CNS PHOTO BY Alessandro Bianchi, Rejh ^
I
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Pope Benedict XVI greets Archbishop Rowan Williams of Canterbury, leader of the Anglican Communio| n

during a private audience at the Vatican Nov. 23. Pope Benedict and Archbishop Williams said that til A

"journey of friendship" between Roman Catholics and Anglicans will continue even though the pa ffm

toward full unity seems to'be blocked. Iveii

"Recent developments, especially

concerning the ordained ministry and

certain moral teachings, have affected

not only internal relations within the

Anglican Communion but also relations

between the Anglican Communion and

the Catholic Church," the pope said.

Pope Benedict told the archbishop,

"We believe that these matters, which

are presently under discussion within

the Anglican Communion, are of vital

importance to the preaching of the

Gospel in its integrity and that your

current discussions will shape the fiature

of our relations.

"It is our fervent hope that the

Anglican Communion will remain

grounded in the Gospels and the apostolic

tradition which form our common
patrimony and are the basis of our

common aspiration to work for full

visible unity," he said.

In his remarks to thepope.Archbishop

Williams acknowledged that "the path to

unity is not an easy one and that disputes

about how we apply the Gospel to ,tl

challenges thrown up by modem socie

can often obscure or even threaten tl

achievements of dialogue."

The archbishop said it is clear

changes within the Anglican Communis

could impact negatively its relationsh]

with the Catholic Church, but he hopi

the friendships and trust built ov

the years would enable Anglicans

Catholics to speak honestly, to challen:

each other and to help both grou

discern a way forward.

ft

www.andersonfamiiymed.com

Anderson Faiiiil^

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps {not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas

^ Metlitiiie

. . . Healthcare wi^ a heart.

Dr. E. Kelly Anderson is available ta

help with all of your family's healthcare

needs. A graduate of the

Yale University School

of Medicine and the

residency program at

Carolinas Medical Center

- Union, Dr. Anderson is

now accepting patients

of ail a^jf;

Dr. E. Keily Anderson

Parishoner

Our Lady oi

Consolation, Charlotte

HOURS:

Mon, Tue, Th, Fri.

Wednesday

Saturday

8:00 am

9:00 am

9;00

4:00 pm
'

00 pm

0 prB,|by appt.

704-2
An NFP-on)^firactice



:3(

)ecember1, 2006

FROM THE COVER
The Catholic News & Herald 7

IPope makes symbolic joumey to

Turkey, encourages Catholics

TURKEY, from page 1

vhich controls Turkey's mosques
ind Muslim schools and implements

jovemment policy on religion.

During the conversation, the pope

old his Muslim hosts: "There are so

nany wars, so much human blood shed

^^ery day. Religion should be a force of

leace and reconciliation."

Together, the pope said, Christians

md Muslims must witness to the fact

hat being created by God and destined

0 eternity with him can give meaning

JO people's lives and that when they

ecognize the truth of God's existence

hey will live in a way that will benefit all

Ijieople and the earth itself.

"We are called to work together, so

IS to help society to open itself to the

ranscendent, giving almighty God his

ightfiil place," the pope said.

"The best way forward," he told the

iluslim leaders, "is via authentic dialogue

letween Christians and Muslims, based

m truth and inspired by a sincere wish

0 know one another better, respecting

oa^lifferences and recognizing what we
lave in common."

In gesture to Muslims, pope was to

isit an Istanbul mosque Nov. 30.

Ij

On Nov. 29, Pope Benedict asked

jl

Turkey's tiny Catholic community

jI

0 live their faith with courage, hope

and optimism. He celebrated the first

public Mass of his trip under next to the

House of the Virgin Mary at Ephesus.

Pope Benedict told those present that

he wanted "to convey my personal love

and spiritual closeness, together with that

of the universal church, to the Christian

community here in Turkey, a small

minority which faces many challenges

and difficulties daily."

While the Turkish Constitution

recognizes fi-eedom of conscience and

religion, including the right to worship,

the Catholic Church and other minority

religious communities lack full legal

recognition and protection. They also can

face difficulty in getting visas and residency

permits for foreign pastoral workers.

Pope Benedict urged the Catholic

community to rejoice even in the midst

of difficulties, following the example of

FatherAndrea Santoro, a missionary fi-om

Rome who was murdered in February by

a disturbed Muslim youth.

Citing Mary as a mother not only

of Christ's disciples but of all men
and women, the pope urged Turkey's

Catholics to be united among themselves

and to build friendships with their

Orthodox and Muslim neighbors.

Even if it is a tiny minority, he said,

the Catholic Church is called always and

everywhere to be "a sacrament of the

unity of the human race."

Pointing out that Muslims also

make pilgrimages to the House of the

Advent Morning
of Reflection

Belmont Abbey
COLLEGE
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8:30am to noon
Belmont Abbey College

Haid Ballroom
Talks:

"Cradle and Cross: Paschal Celebration of the Incarnation"

by Professor David Pitt

"A Christmas Look at the Prologue of John's Gospel"

by Fr. David Brown, O.S.B.

Mass will follow in the Basilica at 1 1 :00a.m.

with Mid-Day Prayer at 1 1 :45a.m.

While there is no charge, reservations are

requested by calling 704-825-6777

byThurs. Dec. 7, 2006.

Directions:

I
Take 1-85,

I Exit 26 .
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Pope Benedict XVI and Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew arrive for an evening prayer service

at the Orthodox Church of St. George in Istanbul, Turkey, Nov. 29.

Virgin Mary, that they honor her as a

true believer and as the virgin mother of

Jesus, the pope urged Turkish CathoHcs

to pray for peace among believers of

different religions.

The pope asked for special prayers for

the Middle East, "the land called 'holy'

and considered as such by Christians,

Jews and Muslims alike."

Claiming the brotherhood of their

respective patron saints — the apostles

Andrew and Peter — the pope and the

spiritual leader of the world's Orthodox

joined together in prayer and solemnly

affirmed their commitment to the full

unity of their churches.

Pope Benedict paid homage to the

Orthodox Church by attending a Nov. 30

Divine Liturgy celebrated by Ecumenical

Patriarch Bartholomew ofConstantinople.

The liturgy at the Orthodox Church of St.

George in Istanbul marked the feast of St.

Andrew, patron of the patriarchate.

The pope moved to a raised wooden
throne at the side of the church while the

patriarch celebrated the solemn liturgy.

Afterward, Patriarch Bartholomew and

Pope Benedict blessed the crowd, then

the patriarch took the pope's hand and

held it aloft as they waved and smiled at

the applauding crowd.

"In the liturgy, we are reminded
of the need to reach unity in faith as

well as in prayer," the patriarch said in

his homily.

"Therefore, we kneel in humility and

repentance before the living God and Our
Lord Jesus Christ, whose precious name
we bear and yet at the same time whose
seamless garment we have divided,"

the patriarch told the pope and other

members of the congregation.

"We confess in sorrow thatwe are not

yet able to celebrate the holy sacraments

in unity," Patriarch Bartholomew said.

"And we pray that the day may come
when this sacramental unity will be

realized in its fullness."

As the Orthodox faithful processed

up for Communion, they bowed to the

pope before receiving the consecrated

bread and wine.

Although the Orthodox Church in

Turkey has fewer than 5,000 members.

Pope Benedict told reporters that the

patriarchate's standing in the Orthodox

world as the "first among equals" made a

visit almost obligatory.

"Numbers, quantity, do not count,"

the pope said Nov. 28. "It is the symbolic,

historical and spiritual weight that

counts" and the fact that the patriarchate

"remains a point of reference for the

whole Orthodox world and, therefore, for

all of Christianity."

Addressing the congregation at

the end of the liturgy. Pope Benedict

said the service was an opportunity "to

experience once again the communion
and call of the two brothers," Peter

and Andrew, chosen by Jesus to be his

apostles and sent to different cities to

preach the same Gospel.

The fact that the brothers also had

different roles within the Christian

community, with Peter and his

successors in Rome having a "universal

responsibility," has "unfortunately given

rise to our differences of opinion, which

we hope to overcome, thanks also to the

theological dialogue which has been

recently resumed," Pope Benedict said.

While Orthodox generally recognize

the importance of the church of Rome,
they object to the way in which popes

have tried to exercise direct jurisdiction

over all Christian communities.

Pope Benedict said he wanted to

"recall and renew" the invitation issued

by Pope John Paul II for a discussion

among Christians on possible ways for

exercising the papal ministry to serve the

unity of all Christians.

Like the patriarch, he expressed his

sadness at the fact that although they

share the same faith and recognize the

validity of each other's sacraments.

Catholics and Orthodox cannot regularly

share each other's Eucharist.

"May our daily prayer and activity

be inspired by a fervent desire not only

to be present at the Divine Liturgy, but

to be able to celebrate it together, to take

part in the one table of the Lord, sharing

the same bread and the same chalice," the

pope said.

After the liturgy, the pope and

patriarch signed a joint declaration

committing their churches to continuing

theological dialogue and greater practical

cooperation, especially in promoting

Christian values in increasingly

secularized societies.

They also expressed their concern

for the poor and for victims of violence

— especially in the Middle East — and

terrorism and those whose religious

freedom is not recognized fully.

www.BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu
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IMMIGRATION REFORM
December 1, 200

Bishops call on Congress

BORDER, from page 1

voices to have a stronger impact, the

bishops hoped to encourage the members
of Congress to continue to work together

for comprehensive reform, remembering

the humanity of those who have moved

to the United States from other countries

to seek better lives for their famiUes.

The bishops were specific about what

they beUeve to be the essential elements

of reform, including "policies to address

the economic root causes of migration

in the sending countries; reform of our

legal immigration system, including a

viable and workable path to citizenship;

a temporary worker program which
protects the rights of all workers; family-

Letter from Catholic Bishops of North Carolina, Georgia and South Carolina to

members of Congress in the three states:

As the pastoral leaders of the Catholic Church in Georgia, South Carolina and North
Carolina, we are touched by the faith-filled lives of immigrants in our churches, our

schools, our communities and our families. These individuals have become a vital

part of the fabric of our local areas and make substantial contributions to our

economic and social life. These brothers and sisters are a source of great hope and
promise to us all.

We write to urge you to continue working for comprehensive reform of immigration

law through civil dialogue, in the spirit of cooperation and love. It is our hope the

Senate and the House of Representatives will collaborate to produce a fair and just

resolution to the situations that threaten to tear apart our communities.

Enforcement-only measures do not realistically address the substantive issues facing

our country.

Immigration is a moral concern impacting the human dignity and human rights of

every person. We and our brother bishops of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

support an approach to immigration reform which includes policies to address the

economic root causes of migration in the sending countries; reform of our legal

immigration system, including a viable and workable path to citizenship; a

temporary worker program which protects the rights of all workers; family-based

immigration reform which reduces waiting times for family reunification; and the

restoration of due process protectior\s for immigrants.

We support these reforms because every day we witness the human consequences of

an immigration system which is severely flawed. We are particularly distressed by
the recent ti-agedies of our brothers and sisters who are faced with the escalation in

deportation enforcement in our states. The drumbeat of dehumanizing rhetoric

constantly threatens the peace and well-being of our communities, causing an
increase in suffering and fear among some of the most vulnerable ones.

Comprehensive immigration reform would increase our national security, not

weaken it. ft is profoundly unjust to place the responsibility for acts of terrorism,

perpetuated by a few criminals, at the door of immigrants who are working hard to

serve us, while seeking a basic livelihood for themselves and their families. It is

equally unjust to use our newcomers as scapegoats of the economic and political

troubles in our nation.

We ask you to see the faces of the children separated from their parents. We ask you
to hear the cries of the workers who daily risk serious injury laboring in the factories

and fields. We ask you to feel the fear in the hearts of those who are not safe in the

neighborhoods where they live.

Enacting comprehensive and fair immigration reform will help heal our

communities and provide for a secure and prosperous future for all our children.

Your reply to our letter will be greatly appreciated.

We will continue to reach out to the people who are most vulnerable through

Catholic Charities and the 468 parishes and missions in Georgia, South Carolina and
North Carolina. We are asking God's blessings on you and those you love.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Wilton D. Gregory

Archbishop of Atlanta

Most Rev. J. Kevin Boland

Bishop of Savannah

Most Rev. Robert J. Baker

Bishop of Charleston

Most Rev. Michael Burbidge

BLshop of Raleigh

6

Most Rev. Peter J. Jugis

Bishop of Charlotte

based immigration reform which reduces

waiting times for family reimification;

and the restoration of due process

protections for immigrants."

"We support these reforms because

every day we witness the human
consequences of an immigration system

which is severely flawed," wrote the

bishops.

"The deportation of 12 million

persons is not practical," said Bishop
Jugis in an interview with The Catholic

News & Herald Nov. 28.

"Since, for the most part, these

undocumented individuals are no\

puttingdownroots here and areproductiv
people, contributing to society, an earne

path to citizeiiship should be mad
available to them," he said.

The ultimate goal of the letter i

political action to enact legislation t

"help heal our communities and provid

for a secure and prosperous future for a
our children," said the bishops' letter.

Bishop Jugis said that in discussion

about undocumented immigrants, "w
must remember that they are still felloi

human beings, our brothers and sisters.'

^^The Catholic
^ I— Conference
VI I Center

www.cathoiicconference.org

1 551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28502
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"Sadly, many Americans believe that building walls and imprisoning foreigners is the only solution to

the unprecedented immigration crisis we are facing."

Seeking solutions

Bishop sees need to expand foster care for young

border crossers

BY DANIEL PEREZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

EL PASO, Texas — The youngest

undocumented immigrants caught trying

to enter the United States from Mexico

through El Paso may benefit from a

recent fact-finding trip along the border

for a delegation of bishops and others

involved in ministry to migrants in the

U.S. and Mexico.

El Paso Bishop Armando X. Ochoa
said he wanted to expand diocesan-run

foster-care programs that shelter children

and teenagers who are emotionally and

physically traumatized during their

journey north.

Compared to more institutional

settings, the smaller groups and family

atmosphere in foster homes enhance the

healing process, he said during an Oct.

28 press conference at the Padre Pinto

Plaza outside Sacred Heart Church, just

blocks from the international bridge to

Ciudad Juarez in Mexico.

"These kids have been treated

badly," Bishop Ochoa said. "They've

seen horrors from snakes in the desert

to being abandoned by their coyote

(smuggler). Some girls get gang-raped."

The idea of expanding foster care

programs came from a weeklong study

tour organized by the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops in late October to gather

information from church, community

and law enforcement leaders about

human trafficking and the experiences of

unaccompanied minors along the U.S.-

Mexican border.

Bishop Ochoa, a member of the

bishops' migration committee, was
among a contingent that included

members from various Catholic
migration-related programs.

The delegation was led by Bishop

GeraldR. Barnes ofSanBemardino, Calif,

chairman of the migration committee.

He discussed some of the insights

the group gained from the Oct. 23-28

mission that included stops in Tucson,

Ariz., Houston and El Paso, and related

Mexican border communities.

The nation's recent focus on
immigration has shown a policy that is

broken and in need of repair. Bishop

Barnes said.

"Sadly, many Americans believe

that building walls and imprisoning

Th^ GatholieShoppy
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A woman lays marigolds on an unmarked grave in a county cemetery in Holtville, Calif., Nov. 1 . A ceremony

was held to recall unidentified immigrants who have died crossing from Mexico. An estimated 3,000 to

4,000 immigrants have died crossing illegally from Mexico in the last decade. Almost a third of them

remain unidentified and are buried as John and Jane Does in cemeteries that run along the border.

foreigners is the only solution to the

unprecedented immigration crisis we are

facing," Bishop Barnes said.

The delegates will make
recommendations on how to improve the

immigration system in the United States

and in the countries from which the

immigrants are coming, he said.

An estimated 17,500 immigrants

around the world are trafficked annually

into the United States for prostitution,

forced labor and domestic servitude,

according to adocument from theUSCCB
Migration and Refugee Services.

Of those, about 33 percent

are children.

Mostoftheundocumentedimmigrant
children who make it to El Paso are

helped by Las Americas Immigrant
Advocacy Center. As of late last year, the

center was serving more than 140 youths

ranging in age from 12 to 18, at a shelter

in Canutillo, Texas.

The center provides legal

representation for the children and tries

to reunite them with family members.

Although Bishop Ochoa lauded

the efforts of Las Americas, he said

the church-run foster homes provide a

greater sense of normalcy.
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Jesus of history, Christ of faith

Pope s scholarly book on Jesus scheduledfor
March release

BY CINDY WOODEN
_ CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Pope Benedict

XVI has completed the first volume of

a major scholarly and spiritual book
on Jesus of Nazareth, a work he began

several years before being elected pope.

"Jesus ofNazareth: From the Baptism

in the Jordan to the Transfiguration" is

scheduled for a March release in Italian

by the Rizzoli publishing house and in

German by Herder Verlag.

Aimouncing the publication Nov. 2 1

,

Rizzoli and the Vatican gave reporters

copies ofthe book's preface and a portion

of its introduction.

In the preface, signed "Joseph

Ratzinger — Benedict XVI," the pope

wrote that for decades he had noticed a

growing scholarly distinction between

the "historical Jesus" and the "Christ of

faith," a distinction that many Christians

now accept as accurate.

But, he wrote, if the human Jesus

was totally different from the Jesus

depicted in the Gospels and proclaimed

by the church, what does it mean to have

faith in him?

"I trust the Gospels," Pope Benedict

wrote.

And while he said he relied on

modem scholarly biblical criticism and

historical research, "I wanted to attempt

to present the Jesus of the Gospels as the

true Jesus, as the 'historic Jesus' in the

true sense of the expression."

"Only if something extraordinary

happened, if the figure and words of

Jesus radically exceeded all the hopes

and expectations of his age, can his

crucifixion and his effectiveness be

explained," the pope wrote.

Pope Benedict explained that he

began the book during his 2003 summer
vacation, giving the final form to the first

four chapters in the summer of 2004.

"After my election to the episcopal

see of Rome, I used all of my free

moments to work on it," he wrote.

"Because I do not know how much time

and how much strength I will still be

given, I have decided to publish the first

10 chapters" as Volume One of "Jesus

ofNazareth."

In a Nov. 21 statement, Jesuit Father

Federico Lombardi, director of the

Vatican press office, said, "The pope

says clearly, with his usual simplicity and

humility, that this is not a 'magisterial

act,' but a fi-uit of his personal research

and, as such, can be fireely discussed

and critiqued.

"It is not a long encyclical on Jesus,

but a personal presentation ofthe figure of

Jesus by the theologian Joseph Ratzinger,"

who was elected pope afl:er beginning the

work. Father Lombardi said.

"At the same time," the Jesuit said,

"it is very significant that he, who was

elected bishop ofRome and has the task

ofsupporting the faith ofhis brothers and

sisters, felt so strongly called to give us a

new presentation of the figure of Jesus."

The Vatican publishing house,

which holds the rights to all the pope's

written works, announced Nov. 21 that

the pope had handed in the manuscript

and that the Vatican had turned to Rizzoli

to translate the work, find publishers

for it around the world and handle

the marketing.

A spokesman for Rizzoli said that as

ofNov. 21 the company was prepared to

announce only the publication in Italian

and German.
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Dec. 10, Second Sunday

ofAdvent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Baruch 5:1-9

Psalm 126:1-6

2) Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

3) Gospel: Luke 3:1-6

Christ is gift we should

seek at Christmas

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The morning paper on this second

Sunday ofAdvent overflows with glossy,

four-color inserts urging us with almost

religious fervor to shop.

Christmas ads blanket TV and
Internet screens. Mailboxes burst with

catalogues, coupons and breathless fliers

advertising everything fi-om honey hams
to diamond rings.

The acquisitive fever for getting

the right gifts, and lots of 'em, so

characteristic of this time of year, is once

again epidemic.

It's hard resisting the culturewide

illusion that decisions about Christmas

purchases are matters of, if not life and

death, at least epic importance on which

our happiness and the happiness of our

family and friends (and co-workers and

neighbors, and anybody else who might

give us a gift this year) teeters.

The problem is not gift giving

itself. It's appropriate to celebrate God's

inestimable gift of intimate friendship

by the exchange of lesser gifts. Such
gestures of generosity and gratitude can

be powerful expressions of our mutual

affection, our desire for communion of

heart and mind.

Difficulties arise when we lose

perspective — when our sense of
proportion deserts us and we find

ourselves elbowing a 9-year-old in the

jaw to get the last Tickle-Me-Elmo in the

store, or spending the mortgage money
'

on the giant flat panel plasma screen TV,

or filming with rage when our expensive

and lovingly chosen contribution to the

Christmas gift swap yields us a cheesy

gift bag with a half dozen sticks of

convenience story jerky.

At moments like these, Paul's prayer

in today's reading hits the mark: "that

your love may more and more abound,

both in understanding and wealth of

experience, so that with a clear conscience

and blameless conduct, you may learn to

value the things that really matter."

May our Advent longing be for the

Gift we already have received, whose
birth we celebrate and for whose coming
again we hope.

Questions:

What simple gift could be an effective

display of love for someone in your life?

What is one concrete action to take that

might help you keep your shopping in

perspective?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 3-9

Sunday (First Sunday ofAdvent), Jeremiah 33:14-16, 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2, Lul^e 21 :25-

28, 34-36; Monday (Saint John of Damascus), Isaiah 2:1-5, Matthew 8:5-11; Tuesday (Advent

Weekday), Isaiah 11:1-10, Luke 10:21-24; Wednesday (St. Nicholas), Isaiah 25:6-10, Matthew

15:29-37; Thursday (St. Ambrose), Isaiah 26:1-6, Matthew 7:21, 24-27; Friday (Immaculate

Conception), Genesis 3:9-15, 20, Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12, Lul^e 1:26-38; Saturday (St. Juan

Diego), Isaiah 30:19-21,23-26, Matthew 9-35-10:1, 6-8.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 10-16

Sunday (Second Sunday of Advent), Baruch 5:1-9, Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11, Lulce 3:1-6;

Monday (St. Damasus 1), Isaiah 35:1-10, Luke 5:17-26; Tuesday (Our Lady of Guadalupe),

Zechariah 2:14-17, Judith 13:18-19, Luke 1:39-47; Wednesday (St. Lucy), Isaiah 40:25-31,

Matthew 11:28-30; Thursday (St. John of the Cross), Isaiah 41:13-20, Matthew 11:11-15;

Friday (Advent Weekday), Isaiah 48: 17-19, Matthew 11:16-19; Saturday (Advent Weekday),

Sirach 48:14, 9-11, Matthew 7:10-13.

POLAND
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"The Footsteps of John Paul EE''

May 8-16, 2007
Join us while we visit Krakow, Wadowice, Zakopane, Warsaw, the

world-famous salt mines of Wieliczka, Shrine of Divine Mercy and Czestochowa.

Roundtrip from Charlotte: $2,898 plus taxes and fees (double occupancy)

— includes breakfast and dinner daily

For further information, call Patti Dameron at (336) 413-8127.
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AT 71, REBECCA
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{Same as when she was 9.] Yesterday, she tried tai chi.

Last week, she had a bit of tofij. Today is Friday and
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and what makes het happy here...
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Building dreams
Builder applies his Catholicfaith to home project

forABC-TVshow

BY MARYANGELA L. ROMAN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WAUWATOSA, Wis.— When Larry

Gruber, chiefoperating officer ofMonarch

Homes, heard he received a call fromABC,
Gruber suspected a sales representative

was trying to sell him siding.

But when Gruber, a member of St.

Jude Church in Wauwatosa, returned

the call in August, it launched his family

into a whirlwind several weeks long

that culminated in the Nov. 19 airing

of an episode of television's "Extreme

Makeover: Home Edition."

The caller fromABC-TV, the network

that produces the popular weekly show

on which a home is built or renovated

for a deserving family, asked Gruber if

his family-run, home-building business

would be interested in constructing a

home for a family in Dundee.

"Talk to your partners, take some

time to think about it," Gruber said the

caller suggested. But Gruber said he

responded quickly. "I don't need to think

about it— we'll do it!"

"It was a way for our family to give

to another family," he said. "Sure, we did

it because we are hoping for the payback

that it will help our business, but the main

reason is to help a family change their

lives and make them feel a little better."

Besides Gruber, the family "team"

include his son-in-law and Monarch
Homes president Justin Furnace; his

son and Monarch field manager Jeremy

Gruber; daughter Lori Furnace; and his

wife and Monarch sales representative

Kathy Gruber.

They headed a team of more than

600 skilled laborers and contractors and

about 1,200 volunteers who constructed

the sprawling, 4,500-square-foot house

in Fond du Lac County.

Reflecting on the experience, Larry

Gruber admitted that one motivation in

accepting the task was to generate exposure

for his 2-and-a half-year-old company that

builds about 30 homes a year.

But above all. Gruber, a builder

for 32 years, said he and his family

welcomed the opportunity to put their

Catholic values into action by giving

another family a helping hand.

The recipients of the home are the

Matthew and Christine Koepke family.

When Gruber learned of the family

in August, Matthew Koepke was ill with

cancer. He had been diagnosed in April

with metastatic melanoma, which had

spread from under his arm to his brain.

The family — which includes four

children, ages 15 to 22 — had been

living in a home built by Matthew
Koepke 's great-grandfather. Over the

years, it had fallen into disrepair. It had

exposed electrical wires and insulation,

a leaking roof, broken windows and an

attic infested with bats.

Matthew Koepke planned on

renovating the house, according to aS

"Extreme Makeover" press release, but

had spent several years renovating the

historic Dundee Mill into a museum for

the community. The mill is a few blocks

from his home.

While undergoing chemotherapy

treatments, he tried repairing his home,

but on Aug. 21, at age 41, he died.

His death altered the television

show's schedule. The demolition of the

home, scheduled for early September,

was postponed until the beginning

of October.

Gruber said that gave him more time

to plan and prepare for the project.

On Sept. 29, the day Gruber referred

to as "door knock," the television crew

arrived at the Koepke home with the <vake-

up call: "Good morning, Koepke family."

They quickly packed and were sent

off to San Diego for a short vacation

while the volunteers demolished their

home and built a new one.

The clapboard structure that Gruber

estimated to be 1,500 to 1,800 square

feet was completely leveled Oct. 1 . Just-

before it was taken down, Monarch
employees joined thousands of people,

including the "Extreme Makeover"
crew, in rurming en masse toward the

home in a symbolic gesture of power

and unity.

Typically, his company completes a

home in four or five months, said Gruber,

ahead of the national average of six to

eight months. The Koepke home was

completed in 95 hours, ahead ofthe seven

days, or 106 hours, the program allows.

He stressed that no comers were cut

in construction, rather good plaiming

helped the process go smoothly.

"It was a once-in-a-lifetime

experience," said Gruber as he reflected

on the past few months. "Would we do it^

again? Probably not for a long time, but

it was awesome the way that everyone

came out to support this family.

"Everything went beautifully," he

added. "We had our family working

around the clock, but it's all about

helping others. We also built a lot of

relationships with a lot ofnew people."

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing probiem? Don't Panic!...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time''

You have a busy schedule and vaiue your sime. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

af^ointment time and keep you waiting ail day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste tirrw waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving The Entire Charlotte Diocese Area

www.3wayplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church
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Giving thanks, giving bacl< Recreating Thanksgiving

CouRTHY Photo

Courtesy Photo

Wearing paper Pilgrim hats, first-graders at St. Michael School in Gastonia celebrate Thanksgiving with a

hot lunch and pumpkin pie Nov. 21 . The first-grade class learned about the Pilgrims, Native Americans

and the meaning of Thanksgiving, and discussed pumpkins, recipes and family and school traditions.

Students of Immaculate Heart of Mary School in High Point carry out food donated by students and

families for the school's Thanksgiving food drive Nov. 20. The annual food drive, which benefited High

Point's Open Door Ministries' food pantry, was sponsored this year by the school's Community Outreach

Program in conjunction with the student council.

CSS
Catholic Sodal Services

Koccsc of Charione

REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR
for Catholic Social Services (CSS)

;

office is located in Winston-Salem, NC.

CSS is seeking energetic individual to provide strong administrative and

cooperative, team-building leadership of a regional office. Demonstrated

fundraising skill and Spanish language ability are pluses. A complete job

description for this position can be found at www.cssnc.org. Position

includes competitive salary and benefits package. To be considered for

this position, submit a resume postmarked by December 20, 2006 to:

Gerard A. Carter, Catholic Social Services, 1123 South Church Street,

Charlotte, NC 28203-4003.

Courtesy Photo

Transitional-kindergarten, kindergarten and first-grade students take part in a Thanksgiving production

at St. Ann School in Charlotte Nov. 21

.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVER: Mooresville family seeks part-time,

as needed, caregiver for their 18-month daughter

and 5-year-old son. Some evenings, weekends and

occasional overnights. Experience and references

required. Please call 704-799-1990.

SERVICES

ABUNDANT LIFE HEALTH SOLUTIONS:
Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Improve
your health - Abundantly! Ask about FREE
Wellness Evaluations! Julie Leonard - Personal

Wellness Coach, 888-803-ALHS

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 liomes!

Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Saye On This Unique 18-Dav Repositioning Cruise!

Cruise Northern Europe

+ Germany Land Tour
Join Your YMT Chaplain Father Mel Bennett and

Other Roman Catholics Departing April 29, 2007

DAILYMASS ABOARD SHIP!
MSC Cruise Lines has to reposition the new MSC Lirica from Ft. Lauderdale to Hamburg,

Germany. Take advantage of this exclusive Your Man' Tours 23-Day vacation package

departing April 29, 2007. You'll spend. 17 nights sailing to San Juan, Puerto Rico; Charlotte

Amalie, St. Thomas; Funchal, Madeira Island; Vigo, Spain; Le Havre, France; Dover (London),

England; Amsterdam, Netherlands; and Hamburg, Germany. Your five day tour of Germany

includes Berlin; historic East Berlin; Brandenburg Gate; Reichstag; Checkpoint Charlie; Leipzig;

Rothenburg O.T.; Frankfurt, Germany; then fly home. Prices (per person / based on double

occupancy) start at $2347 including taxes & port charges. Round trip airfare from Charlotte

$950. $500 deposits are now due. Father Bennett has led groups to Europe five times. He is

Senior Associate Pastor at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Carmel, Indiana.

For information, reservations, brochure,

and letter from Father Bennett call 7 days a week :

•YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626
North America's First Choice for travel since 1967!
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Effectively evaluating
Peer mediation program begins at Asheville Catholic School

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Students at

Asheville Catholic School are learning

how to be effective mediators.

Thirteen students in sixth-, seventh-

and eighth-grades have begun training in

peer mediation at St. Eugene Church in

Asheville.

Students and teachers are excited to

be the first middle school in Buncombe
County to implement the program in

which a panel of trained peer mediators

meets with students, either individually

or in small groups, to help them solve

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Fomilies in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, LNC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pinevilie 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

conflicts and express concerns about

problems.

Megan Leschak of the Buncombe
County sheriff's juvenile division

conducted the sessions, teaching students

the skills a mediator needs, including

how to listen and de-escalate situations.

Much of the learning was through

role playing and evaluating situations.

Students learned about using "I messages"
— ways to express themselves when
upset without attacking the other person.

The "I messages" let them express

their feelings without accusing the

listener with a "you message."

By practicing de-escalating

techniques, students learned how to calm

down an angry or upset person through

listening and speaking calmly.

It is important for the mediator to

remain calm in order to get a troubled

person to calm down, said Leschak.

The students formed circles to

practice resistance techniques.

One such technique involved two

students standing apart and pushing

their hands against each other— neither

student moved. But when one student

didn't resist, he or she allowed the other

to become exhausted while conserving

his or her own energy.

According to Leschak, de-escalating

techniques for small children work best

in classrooms if there is a "safe place"

Photo by Cabole McGrotty

Asheville Catholic School students practice resistance techniques as part of their peer

mediation training.

for them, such as a part of the room with

stuffed toys for the children to hold.

Leschak urged the students to be

cautious of stereotyping and judging

people, and to put themselves in the other

person's shoes.

"The mediator needs to be neutral

when meeting with people you see every

day," she said.

Peer mediators will also meet with

students in fifl;h through eighth grades to

teach them peer mediation techniques.

All student mediators will receive

a Peer Mediation School Manual
containing strategies and techniques

taught in the training sessions.

2007 DIOCE/AN
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

CELEBRATION

DOUBLETREE GUE/T JUITE/,**
/OUTHPARK

6300 MORRI/ON BOULEVARD,
CHARLOTTE, 28211

/ATURDAY, JANUARY 6 — 9:30AM — 230PM

THEME: ""EMBRACING OUR FUTURE, DEALING WITH
OUR PRE/ENT, CELEBRATING OUR PAH"

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST AND LUNCH INCLUDED:

Adults $25- Youth $10 (RECOMMENDED FOR 6th-GRADERS AND OLDER)

This year's program deals with life altering decisions that affect the youth and adults in our homes,

communities, country and the world today, as well as the consequences of those decisions and

actions.

Our day will begin with our first annual "Youth Talk" series. This series will address the situations

that our youth deal with on a daily basis. Ms. Yvonne Tiandam, a candidate for the Master of

Theology Degree at Xavier University, and Mrs. Abong Ngranui-Fankam, CEO ofA Place of Hope,

Inc., will facilitate this presentation.

In addition, JNXY Productions of Durham will present an exciting, special dramatization of life in

today's challenging world.

Ending the day, Mrs. Barbara Hart will give a historical presentation exploring symbols used by our

forefathers in their struggles for freedom.

Registration form must be returned with payment NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, DECEMBER 221

" One-bedroom suites available at the Doubletree Guest Suites (1 King or 2 Queen beds) for $99

plus tax per night per suite for January 5 and 6. Make reservations by December 16 directly with

the Doubletree Guest Suites at (800) 222-8733. Group code: AAM for special rate.

— REGISTRATION FORM - due with payment by Friday, Dec. 22—

NAME DATE

ADDRESS.

E-MAIL

PHONE PARISH

# ATTENDEES COST: ADULTS @ $25 p/p YOUTH @ $10 p/p (up to age 18)

ENCLOSED $_ FORM OF PAYMENT

NAMES AGES (YOUTH, ONLY)

Money order or check attached (made payable to African-American Affairs Ministry)

Mail to: African and African-American Affairs

Diocese of Charlotte

1123 S. Church St

Charlotte NC 28203
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Ideology over economics
Reopening the health care finance reform debate

Health care finance is back in the

headlines. The top executives fi-om the

big-three automakers met with President

Bush in the White House shortly after the

November elections to discuss the plight

of the U.S. automobile industry.

The minutes ofthat meeting highlight

one simple statistic. The labor cost to

automobile manufacturers related to the

health care benefit they provide for their

workers amounts to $1,500 per car.

Reducing costs to become more
competitive over against Toyota and

other foreign car manufacturers is

desirable, but the only way to reduce the

health care component of automobile

costs is either to eliminate the benefit or

shift to a single-payer system.

Dropping the benefit certainly won't

fly, and ideology, not economics, stands

in the way when it comes to the nation

adopting a single-payer system.

The cost to the nation's private-

sector employers whonow provide health

benefits is heavy, and employers are

chafing under the burden. America's big-

three automakers operate in Canada as

well as the U.S. They know that Canada's

single-payer system significantly reduces

their labor costs, relative to what they

pay labor in the U.S.

But neither Ford nor General Motors,

only Daimler-Chrysler, supports any

proposal to introduce publicly financed

health care insurance in the United States.

"No matter how urgently needed,"

says veteran economics reporter Morton

Mintz, "no matter how commonsensical,

no matter how much bottom lines

would be fattened, single-payer or

other fiandamental health care reforms

stall unless backed by the business

organizations thatgovernthe government.

The Clinton administration learned this

to its sorrow."

Mintz and other observers agree that

business organizations effectively killed

irhe Clinton proposals.

Opposition from private insurers

was not surprising. Those not close to the

lobbying scene (where issues affecting

the common good are always subject to

special-interest influence) may not have

expected such formidable opposition

from businesses like fast-food chains.

They hire a lot of young people,

often work them less than ftill time,

pay them little and rarely provide them

Looking

Around

JESUIT FATHER
WILLIAM J.

BYRON
CNS COLUMNIST

•

health insurance.

You have to wonder why such

employers would oppose a federal

program that, at no expense to them,

would make life better for their

employees. Ideology has to be part of

the explanation, as is "clubbiness" with

powerfiil big business executives and a

reluctance to break away fi-om the pack

by speaking up for the uninsured.

Where is their concern for the

common good?

Health care finance reform is going

to be back on the legislative agenda once

the Democratic majorities in both House

and Senate get to work in January. They'll

turn immediate attention to raising the

minimum wage, easing the burden of

student loans, and they'll open up strategy

talks aimed at ending the war in Iraq.

And although the Clinton
administration failed in its 1993 effort

to make health care more affordable

and accessible, the new Democratic

majorities are certain to engage their

congressional opponents and the White

House on this issue.

My hope is that both sides choose

their words and weapons carefully.

They haye to focus precisely on health

care "finance" reform and not speak

loosely about health care reform. (Most

Americans believe they have the best

health care system in the world and

wonder why anyone would want to

change it.)

Legislators have to identify

accurately the variables raising the

cost of health care, and they have to

understand health insurance alternatives

for paying those rising bills.

Rising costs are the key driver in

putting the health care finance reform

issue back on the national agenda.

Contact Father Byron at wbyron@
sjprep.org.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250 words or

less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone number

of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for

clarity, style and factual accuracy

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted to The Catholic

News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole or in part, in print,

electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or

e-mail catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

The HIV/AIDS pandemic

-

a global problem
Prayers, actions needed to combat ongoing crisis

On Dec. 1, designated as World
AIDS Day by the United Nations, the

Community of nations and development

and social service organizations

worldwide seek to raise awareness ofthe

pandemic of HIV/AIDS.
Addressing both the Human

Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and the

varied diseases (such as TB, lymphomas,

pneumonia) that signify later-stage HIV
infection and the onset of Acquired

Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)

is a complex global health issue that

requires a variety of health, educational

and social responses.

Almost 40 million people worldwide

are living with HIV, and an estimated 2.9

million have died from AIDS-related

illnesses this past year, according to

2006 data by UNAIDS (the joint United

Nations program on HIV/AIDS) and

the World Health Organization. Sub-

Saharan Africa contains two-thirds of

all people living with HIV and also

accounts for the majority of the 4.3

million new infections.

The WHO estimates that in 2005,

24.1 percent, 23.2 percent and 18.8

percent of 15- to 49-year-olds in

Botswana, Lesotho and South Afiica,

respectively, were infected with HIV. As
Pope Benedict XVI said in a June 2005

statement to the bishops of southern

Africa, such prevalence of this virus

"not only kills, but seriously threatens

the economic and social stability of the

continent [ofAfrica]."

The HIV advance continues apace,

with 14,000 new infections each day,

accordingto a2004reportby FatherRobert

Vitillo, special advisor on HIV/AIDS for

Caritas Intemationalis, a confederation

of 162 Catholic relief, development and

social service organizations.

The report calls for irmnediate global

action to address the imminent threat of

a "second wave" of HIV infection that

will strike heavily in Nigeria, Ethiopia,

Russia, India and China. If nothing is

done to address this predicted wave, these

nations alone may account for 50 to 75

million HIV infections by the year 2010.

Since HIV/AIDS was first identified

25 years ago, there have been more than

530,000 deaths in the United States fi-om

AIDS. Fortunately, antirefi-oviral (ARV)
therapy now reaches most HIV-infected

individuals in the United States and deaths

from AIDS have fallen dramatically.

However, it is estimated that 25

percent ofpeople with HIV in the United

States do not know they are infected.

Though fewer people are dying

from AIDS in the United States today,

the number of people infected with HIV
has been increasing each year since 2000

(with close to 1 million people now
living with HIV).

The current increase in the infection

rate is being borne primarily by low-

income and minority communities. The

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

estimates that almost half of new HIV/

AIDS infections in the United States are

within the Airican-American community.

We cannot lose hope. The response

Guest
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of Catholic Relief Services (see sidebar

below) and other Catholic organizations

to HIV/AIDS is based on a firm belief in

the sacredness ofhuman life.

In the Diocese of Charlotte, consider

supporting such organizations as House of

Mercy in Belmont, a sponsored ministry

of the Sisters of Mercy that provides

compassionate nursing care to persons

living with advanced stages ofAIDS.
We must join our hearts and minds to

our church's efforts to address this crisis

— locally and globally. Our gifts of time,

talent and treasure make a difference;

most importantly, joining our prayers with

those of the Holy Father and countless

others worldwide to address this crisis has

a most powerfiil and positive effect. (See

the article on page 3.)

Joseph Purello is director ofCatholic

Social Service's Office of Justice and
Peace in the Diocese ofCharlotte.

CRS responds to the HIV/AIDS

pandemic
Since 1989 (with its first HIV/AIDS

project inUganda), Catholic ReUefServices

(CRS) has been offering humanitarian

assistance through its HIV/AIDS
programming that is based upon Cathohc

Church moral and social teaching.

To raise awareness of HIV/AIDS
among U.S. Catholics, CRS has launched

http://www.crs.org/worldaidsday.

Working with local partners, CRS not

only provides life-saving antiretroviral

medical assistance, but also works with

families and communities struggling

with the physical, economic, social and

emotional devastation of HIV/AIDS.

Through this work in more than 50

countries, CRS currently helps more than

3.5 million people.

CRS is leading the.way in developing

"Home Based Care" programs,
recognizing that an overwhelming
majority of HIV/AIDS-affected families

lack access to affordable and regular

transport to clinics and hospitals.

CRS is also a global leader in offering

assistance to children who have been

orphaned by HIV/AIDS and children who
are growing up infected with HIV/AIDS.

For more information about this work, go

to www.thechildrenleftbehind.org.

Consider joining CRS in advocating

for U.S. policies and action to address

this worldwide pandemic. Visit http://

actioncenter.crs.org and sign up to

receive CRS legislative alerts to help

build global solidarity, address global

poverty and disease, and promote peace.
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'One and done'
People, institutions must learn from mistakes

Newspaper editors in North Carolina

must be sore from all of the back

patting they have been giving one

another recently, even though the self

congratulation was done while the papers

were prostrate in the admission of error.

How the papers treated themselves is

a good example ofthe difference between

a media mistake and all other errors.

The Charlotte Observer and The
News & Observer in Raleigh published

an account of an 1898 race riot in

Wilmington. The riot was instigated by

the state's newspapers and led to the

overthrow of the elected government in

Wilmington, the destruction of black-

owned businesses and the murder of an

uncounted number of black citizens.

The account of the riot, in a special

newspaper section called "The Ghosts of

1898," is a riveting and appalling chapter

in state history. The riot was a turning

point for race relations in the South and

led to a generation of Jim Crow laws and

the legal mistreatment ofpeople based on

their skin color.

As spokesman for an organization

that has gone through trauma of its own,

I know how those newspaper editors

must feel. It is no fun seeing in print the

undeniable facts of grievous institutional

transgressions.

The secular editors bear the burning

cross of racism. For the Catholic Church,

it is the sex abuse scandal. But there is a

difference. For the media, it will be "one

and done."

A year from now, "The Ghosts of
1898" will be a phantom once again.

But for the rest of us who falter, we are

endlessly reminded by the media of our

error to the point when it becomes the

touchstone, the brief characterization that

identifies an institution.

This isn't a "gotcha" for the

newspapers. It doesn't mitigate or

change the wrongdoing that took place

in dioceses where sexual abuse occurred

or was covered up. But the aftermath

coverage of the race riots probably won't

measure up to the kind of coverage that

has accompanied the sex abuse scandal.

For example, news organizations

routinely call for resignations and firings

when wrongdoing is uncovered. Since

none of the people who instigated the

riot 108 years ago "is alive, that option

isn't open.

However, one ofthe most virulent ofthe

white supremacists at that time was Charles

B. Aycock, who was later elected governor.

Numerous public buildings, including

dormitories at East Carolina University and

the University of North Carolina at Chapel

Hill, are named for him.

Why aren't the newspapers calling

for the removal of Aycock's name from

these places of honor?

The church sex abuse scandal led to

numerous lawsuits that pushed several

dioceses into bankruptcy, all duly reported

in the media. Will the press be the same

hungry watchdog when descendants of

the riot's victims come forward to pursue

claims? Will the Observer and News and

Observer pay out millions?

Phrases such as "embarrassing and

costly sex abuse scandal" can be found

almost daily in newspapers describing

the church. Will expressions such as

"news organizations with a racist past"

or "the media elite that overthrew an

Catholics &
the Media
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elected government" be used to describe

the news institutions?

I don't think so. People who buy ink

by the barrel know how to keep from

smudging themselves.

While the Catholic Church may have

earned much of the negative coverage it

received, the aftermath of the sex abuse

scandal, which includes groundbreaking

studies on the causes of sexual abuse,

has been given little or no coverage. The

church is making painfial strides to learn

from its errors.

Other than simply reporting the

story, the newspapers don't seem to

have a plan to ensure that the elitism and

scapegoating that fomented the 1 898 riot

doesn't happen again.

You may think it absurd to suggest in

this day and age that a powerftil institution

such as a newspaper would target a

minority. But how far removed from

the race baiting of 100 years ago are the

immigrants among us today who, as the

Catholic bishops of this province stated

in their recent letter to Congress, face a

"drumbeat of dehumanizing rhetoric"?

The Catholic Church has learned

through the sex abuse scandal that

admitting the error is only the beginning.

Let's hope the media is willing to walk

along the same rocky path.

David Mains is director of
communications for the Diocese of
Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains@
charlottediocese. org.

Pope says world will

recognize Christ only

if church is united

The potential in all of US
Criteria for judging and recognizing greatness

As the friends of Ed Bradlev. interviews in hostile countriesAs the friends of Ed Bradley,

who died so recently, described their

relationship with him, tears flowed.

Bradley is best known as a

stellar journalist and for his role as an

interviewer on TV's "60 Minutes."

Those he interviewed learned quickly

that he never stopped raising questions

until the truth was revealed.

When someone like Bradley is

considered outstanding, the reasons for

this judgment reach beyond his being a

good journalist or interviewer. What is

praised ultimately is greatness.

The theologian Father Romano
Guardini would tell us that this greatness

consists of:

1. The strictness of a person's

demands upon himself.

2. The willingness to stand for what
is important.

3. A breadth of vision.

4. Boldness of decision.

5. A depth of involvement.

6. Originality.

7. Creative power.

In clips on Bradley's life and work,

nothing was more apparent than the

demands he made upon himself.

As glamorous as it may look, his

interviews in hostile countries were
extremely dangerous and demanding of

courage. Most of us would prefer to skip

the glamour for the sake of our safety.

When we listen to the types of

questions Bradley asked, they reflect

a man who stood for what is most
important. In interviewing presidents

and other prominent persons, he wasn't

willing to soften his questions at the

expense of lowering standards.

In fact, in asking pointed questions

he displayed the boldness that comes
with being great.

In further listening to Bradley's

questions, we hear a man who knew
more than one side of an issue. He was
not a one-issue person nor did he ask

routine questions. His questions, more
often than not, were original, creative

. and all inclusive.

How are great persons made?
First, it must be stated that greatness is

a gift. Some people are bom to be great.

This is not to say that because we
aren't bom with the attributes I've

mentioned we can't be great in our own
way. Just take a look around to see how
true this is.

Take, for example, caretakers who

The Human
Side

FATHER EUGENE
HEMRICK

CNS COLUMNIST

courageously give over an entire life to

the care of others. We don't usually see

them because their duties seldom allow

them to get out.

Then consider Father Guardini 's

point regarding the strict demands placed

upon oneself. Who does this more than

the mother and father of a newborn
child? Their lives are one case after

another of strict self-demands in order

to give the love and attention that this

child needs.

When it comes to creativity and

originality, just take a look at those elderly

people who forever are finding new and

imaginative ways to cope with aging.

Most of the time when people in

emergency work respond to emergencies,

they find themselves in a situation

that calls for bold decisions. In many
emergencies, they also become deeply

involved with those they are helping.

Ed Bradley is a public figure who
personified the attributes of greatness par

excellence. But if we look aroimd, we
will find greatness everywhere.

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

Editor s note: Due to the pope 's trip

to Turkey, there is no weekly general

audience this week. Below is the pope s

Nov. 22 audience.

VATICAN CITY — Through the

church, Christ continues to be present in

the world, but the world will recognize

him only if members of the church are

united, Pope Benedict XVI said.

At his Nov. 22 -weekly general

audience, the pope concluded his series

of talks about St. Paul.

Pope Benedict said the church was a

central concern of St. Paul's even though

the apostle's first encounters with the

Christian community in Jerusalem were

"counterproductive" and, in fact, he

persecuted the community.

For most people, the pope said, the

church is the place where they first hear

of Christ, the path to faith in him and a

school for their spiritual growth.

But the church will not atfract people

to Christ unless it is a community marked

by love and unity, he said.

The pope said St. Paul teaches

Christians that they must not "extinguish

the Spirit," but rather make space for the

generous outpouring of different spiritual

gifts and expressions.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience Nov. 22.

Dear brothers and sisters.

Continuing our reflections on the

Apostle Paul, we now turn to his teaching

on the church.

St. Paul's encounter with the Risen

Lord on the way to Damascus led him

to understand that, in persecuting the

church, he was persecuting Christ

himself. Paul was thus converted both to'

Christ and the church.

We can understand, then, why the

church plays so important a part in his

thought and work. Paul founded several

churches during his missionary journeys,

and he demonstrated, through his letters

and visits, a constant and lively "concern

for all the churches" (2 Cor 1 1:28).

For Paul, the church is truly the

"Body of Christ," an extension, as it

were, of the Risen Lord's presence in

the world, enlivened, structured and

built up by the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

The Pauline image of the church as the

Bride of Christ (cf. Eph 5:2 Iff) likewise

stresses the relationship of fidelity and

love uniting the Lord and all the members
of his body.

Through the prayers of St. Paul,

may we enter ever more deeply into

this mystery of communion, in order

to testify more effectively to Christ's

presence in our world.
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Transcending traditions

Catholic, Muslim students share traditions

on college campuses

BY CAROL ZIMMERMAN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Sometimes
more can be learned over a dinner-table

discussion than from a lecture.

^^ That's the basis of college campus
dinners hosted by Muslim student

associations and campus ministry groups

at Catholic colleges across the country.

At a recent dinner at the University

of Notre Dame in Indiana, breaking the

daylong fast during the Muslim holy

month of Ramadan, a former president

ofthe university told Muslim participants

he hoped they would help other

students understand their customs and

faith traditions.

"We have to respect each other's

consciences, and we all want to foster

the spirit of peace in the world," said

Holy Cross Father Theodore Hesburgh

during the Oct. 2 dinner sponsored by the

university's campus ministry group.

After a prayer ritual, the students

gathered in the student lounge for a

Middle Eastern halal, or meal prepared

according to Islamic law.

"The discussions

are beneficial to

both sides."

— Zeina Abusoud, adviser to

the Muslim Student Association

at Benedictine University

Father Hesburgh told guests during

dinner that, "at a Catholic university,

we're all praying to the same God, and

we have a lot to learn from each other."

Meals like this, particularly during

the monthlong sunrise-to-sunset fast

during Ramadan, occurred on campuses

across the country.

At St. Peter's College in Jersey City,

N.J., the university's campus ministry

office and Indo-Pak association, a group

of students with Indian and Pakistani

heritage, regularly sponsored meals, or

"iftars," to break the daylong fast.

Speakers were invited to discuss

their faith with participants during

the meal.

Loyola University Chicago similarly

ive the gift of lifetime memorie

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BBS ! 0F IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 8-18 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Highliobfs include:

spectacular Qiffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

Beautiful Glendalough - 6* century monastic site of St. Kevin

Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'ConneU Street, shopping ~ PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

For a brochure with complete details, call Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost

Tours at (800) 713-9800.

CNS PHOTO BY Bob Roller

Heba Tellawi, a senior at the Islamic Saudi Academy in Alexandria, Va., clutches her Quran, the sacred

book of Islam, while attending the kickoff of the Children of Abraham Peace Essay Contest at Georgetown

University in Washington in early November.

sponsors interfaith events that also center

on a shared meal. Last year, the meal

came after a daylong fast with a focus on

praying for an end to the violence in the

Darfur region of western Sudan.

The meal was held near the feast

of St. Francis, soon after the Jewish

celebration of Rosh Hashanah and
during Ramadan. A speaker from the

Sudan region addressed the students

over dirmer.

During the year, students also

participated in hunger-week programs

designed to raise awareness about global

poverty, hunger and homelessness
and raised funds to support
charity programs.

The combined events are not always

on large campuses. Smaller colleges

such as Villanova University, outside

Philadelphia, hosts an Islamic Awareness

Week each spring.

Last year, the five-day event featured

an introduction to Islam by a panel of

students; an Arabic musical presentation;

and addresses by Muslim leaders on

jihad, which means struggle, on Muslims'

coexistence with non-Muslims, and on

Islam and the media.

At Creighton University in Omaha,
Neb., students in the school's Muslim
Student Association provide informal

ways ofteaching Islam to fellow students

through movie nights on Islam followed

by group discussions.

Such informational and social events

are often not just one-time functions.

At Benedictine University in Lisle, 111.,

the university's international center

frequently hosts international dinners.

The university, just outside Chicago,

has also tapped into another important

aspect of food and religious customs

by recognizing that students' religious

beliefs are also deeply tied into what they

cannot eat.

So the snack bar in the school's

student center now provides halal meals.

Similarly, cafeterias at Loyola University

Chicago also serve halal meat and no

longer serve pork out of respect for their

Muslim and Jewish students.

Zeina Abusoud, director ofresidence

life at Benedictine University and
adviser for the university's Muslim
Student Association, said the student

group has grown tremendously in recent

years and is now one of the "more active

organizations on campus."

She said the group's zeal in providing

programs for all students is part ofa broad

attempt to "educate the community" and

remove some of the misconceptions

about the Islamic faith and culture

that surfaced after the Sept. II, 2001,

terrorist attacks.

Not everyone attends the programs,

she said, but those who do say they have

a powerful impact.

Abusoud, a Muslim who attended

Catholic school in her native Jerusalem,

is convinced that the most effective

way to break down misconceptions is

through dialogue.

"The discussions are beneficial for

both sides," she said.

AbedBhuyan, ajunior atGeorgetown

and president of the university's Muslim

Student Association, said sometimes

non-Muslim students are afraid their

questions to Muslims about their beliefs

or practices could be insulting, but he

said he and the other Muslim students

encourage them.

If nothing else, this kind of dialogue

helps students find out "they're more
alike than different," said Jesuit Father

Timothy Godfrey, director of campus
ministry at Georgetovm University.

And with that understanding as a

basis, many interreligious university

programs are meant to go a step

fiirther by bringing the community at

large together.

Such was the case Nov. 12 at

Georgetown University during a kickofif

event for local high school students

participating in the Children ofAbraham
Peace Essay Contest. The event is

sponsored by the nonprofit group Fund

for the Future of Our Children in

collaboration with Georgetown's Center

for Muslim-Christian Understanding and

the university's campus ministry.
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A pilgrimage of dialogue
bpe calls visit

o Turkey an

inforgettable

experience

byJOHNTHAVIS
catholic news service

VATICAN CITY — Pope

Jenedict XVI called his visit

0 Turkey an unforgettable

sxperience and said he hoped

t would lead to improved
elations between Christians

md Muslims.

The pope made the remarks

it. his noon blessing Dec.

J.at the start of the Advent
icason, addressing pilgrims

wo days after returning from

1 pilgrimage of dialogue in

furkey.

The pope thanked the

jrganizers of the four-day trip,

ncludmg Turkish authorities,

for ensuring that the visit Was
'peaceful and fruitful."

See TURKEY, page 8

CNS PHOTO BY Alessandro Bianchi, Reuters

Pope Benedict XVI releases a dove Dec. 1 during a visit to the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Istanbul, Turkey, on the final day

of his four-day visit to the Muslim country
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Learning Why
Catholic?
Program will soon

offer adults chance to

explore, expand faith

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Aduh
Catholics throughout the

Diocese ofCharlotte are getting

closer to a new opportunity to

expand their knowledge and

practice of CathoHcism.

Approximately 230 people

from St. Matthew and St.

Gabriel churches in Charlotte

attended the afternoon and
evening workshops for the

"Why Catholic? Journey
through the Catechism"
program held at St. Matthew
Church Dec. 5.

Workshops also were held

throughout the week at St.

Paul the Apostle Church in

Greensboro, St. Luke Church

in Mint Hill, the Catholic

Conference Center in Hickory

and the Regional High

See WHY, page 4

turning up
ithe heat
'Zlergy, hypeople seek

nctkm cm global warrnirig,

zUrmte change

BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

WASHINGTON —
Throughout the United States,

clergy and laypeople concerned

about global warming and
ecological changes are seeking

aew approaches to slow, stop or

reverse the changes.

See GLOBAL, page?
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Feeding the (not-so) hungry

Dough-Nation program stocks shelves

ofCSS food pantry

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Sis Mecaughey and Vong Thadavong of the diocesan finance office select bread

at the Pastoral Center Dec 4. Donated food is used to stock the CSS Food Pantry

Leftover products are made available to Pastoral Center employees, who are

encouraged to make donations in exchange for their selections.

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE—Formore
than two decades. Catholic

Social Services' diocesan Food
Pantry has been feeding the

himgry ofMecklenburg County

and surrounding areas.

Now, for the first time,

employees of the Diocese of

Charlotte's Pastoral Center are

benefiting fi-om donations to the

275

niiliililiil

Culture Watch

News Catholic

programming on radio, TV

I
PAGES 10-11

In Our Schools

Stvidents celebrate Advent,

study owls

I
PAGE 12

food pantry, as well. Sort of

Since August, an employee

from CSS has spent each

Sunday evening at a local

Panera Bread bakery-cafe

collecting loaves of bread,

muffins, bagels, Danishes and

other baked goods that were

not sold that day.

See PANTRY, page 5

Parish Profile

St. Mark Church a growing

parish in Huntersville

I
PAGE 16
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own bacl(yard

KEEPING KIDS ALIVE

Holy Cross Father John I. Jenkins, president of the University of Notre Dame, stands with 2006 Opus

Prize winner Dr. Zilda Arns Neumann Nov. 8 in Notre Dame, Ind. Neumann founded and leads a public

health program that helps poor families in her native Brazil.

Brazilian pediatrician

receives $1 million Opus

Prize at Notre Dame
NOTREDAME, Ind. (CNS)—Good

health is a priceless gift, but $1 million

will go a long way toward ensuring that

gift also reaches the world's poorest and

most underserved, particularly children

and families.

Dr. Zilda Ams Neumann, a 63-year-

old pediatiTcian from Brazil,- received

the $1 million Opus Prize from the

University of Notre Dame president.

Holy Cross Father John Jenkins, on
campus Nov. 8.

Neumann, a pediatrician who served

27 years as the Brazilian public health

director, saw a pressing need to address

infant mortality among her nation's poor.

In 1983, she founded Pastoral

da Crianca (Pastoral of the Child) to

address the health issues of women,
children and families.

Utilizing the country's strong

Catholic infrastructure and made up
of more than 264,000 volunteers.

Pastoral da Crianca promotes faith and
Icnowledge with an emphasis on the

community as family.

"The technology to save lives

exists in Brazil," said Neumann, who
founded Pastoral da Crianca at the

urging of her brother. Cardinal Paulo

Evaristo Ams, when he was archbishop

of Sao Paulo, Brazil.

"The Catholic Church, not the

government, has the capacity to integrate that

technology ... to help not only flie health but

the heart oftiie family," she said.

Throughout Brazil, thanks to

Pastoral da Crianca, the children are

doing much better.

"In the first community we attended,

we provedwe can affect infant mortality,"

recalled Neumann. In that community in

the mid-1980s, 127 out of every 1,000

children were dying.

"In one year, all children went to

Pastoral and the infant mortality rate

dropped by 100," she said. That rate has

since dropped to 15 out of every 1,000

in 2005.

The key to Pastoral da Crianca 's

success is its simplicity. By training

volunteers from the community and
working with existing church and
governmental agencies, much red tape is

eliminated and costs are kept down.

Neumann credits her Catholic faith for

the path taken to achieve her Ufe's work.

"Jesus said all children deserve

life, and life in abundance," she said.

"I know I can save children. That is for

me more important to help many, many
poor children than to focus on any one

particular practice of medicine."

The Opus Prize is affiliated with

the Opus Group, a national real estate

development company. The prize is

given annually to honor a person who
"combines a driving entrepreneurial

spirit with an abiding faith to combat

poverty, illiteracy, hunger, disease and

injustice."

Each year, a Catholic college or

university is selected to host the event

and choose the wiimer.

Court to hear case over federal

backing of faith-based group funding iisk

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
Supreme Court Dec. 1 agreed to

review a case challenging the Bush
administration's support for federal

funding for faith-based institutions.

A group called the Freedom from

Religion Foundation filed suit against

assorted federal agencies saying they

violated the constitutional prohibition on

state-supported religions by singling out

faith-based organizations as "particularly

worthy of federal fimding because of

their religious orientation."

The organization also argued that "the

belief in God is extolled as distinguishing

the claimed effectiveness of faith-based

social services."

The government said the lawsuit

should be dismissed because the

foundation had no legal standing

from which to challenge the way the

government operates. But the 7th

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said the

organization's members could sue, as

Diocesan
planner

BOONE VICARIATE
NORTHWILKESBORO—A Catholic Scripture

Study group meets at St. John Baptiste de La Salle

Church, 275 CC Wright School Rd. Visit www.
catholicscripturestudy.com for more information.

Classes meet Wednesdays, 12-1:30 p.m. and
6:45-8:15 p.m. Please call Rob Hicks at (336)

957-7193 for more information or if you plan

to attend.

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory of Divine Love Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Tuesdays of

each month at 1 p.m. Call (336) 372-8846 for

more information.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Church, 3016

Providence Rd., will present a bilingual Christmas

program. Las Posadas, Dec. 9 at 6:30 p.m.

This traditional Hispanic family festivital is a

re-enactment of the Holy Family's search for

lodging in Bethlehem. For more information, call

the church office at (704) 364-543 1

.

CHARLOTTE — All Polish-speaking Catholics

are invited to a Mass in Polish at St Matthew

Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy.,

Dec. 17 at 3 p.m. The celebrant will be Father

Marcin Zahuta. Confession will be available from

1:30 p.m. For more information call Elizabeth

'

Spytkowski at (704) 948-1678.

CHARLOTTE— Eucharistic adoration Will be

offered every Friday, Dec. 8-22, 8 a.m.- 12 p.m. at

St. Peter Church, 507 South Tryon St.

CHARLOTTE — The 50+ Club of St. John

Neumarm Church, 8451 Idlewild Rd., meets

the second Wednesday of each month at 1 1 a.m.

taxpayers with an interest in programijijedi

fiinded by Congress.

The Freedom from Religiotjei f

Foundation describes itself as "a^
jjy

educational group working for th(|

separation of church and state." Ii

its Web site section "what does th^ jstnie

foundation do," the first item on the lis, |eSe|

is "files lawsuits." js i;

In a petition asking the couri jfi

to take the case. Solicitor Genera
5

Paul Clement said the Appeals Coui, jjeu'

decision transforms the standing 0

taxpayers to challenge the govemmen
(fs'

from its purpose of preventing "thi

specific historic evil of direct legislativiLj

subsidization of religious entities."

He said the organization is askin^oui

for "a roving license for any 'individua

citizen to challenge any action of th*
j

executive with which he disagrees.'

The case will be added to the court'^i;;

calendar for consideration no soone,

than February.

At

ipalo

with a program and lunch in the parish hall. Fa NIs

reservations and more information, call Elaine a WA^

(704)847-2835. ..,p„

us.

GASTONIA VICARIATE » |oil»

BELMONT— Mercy SisterAnn Marie Wilson wiJ iLa*

speak at the Advent Supper-Study Series, guidim Bkipa

participants through "Praying with Catheriiv i336)

McAuley," a spiritual guidebook on the founde h&
of the Sisters of Mercy. The series will meet Dec

13, 6-7:30 p.m., in the Kovacic Center at Queen okKOi
the Apostles Church, 503 N. Main St A simplicit

meal will be served 6-6:45 p.m. No pre-registratia

needed. For more information, call Dennis Teal)

Fleming at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26, or e-maj

teallfleming@yahoo.com.

BELMONT— Queen of the Apostles Church, 5€f jBraco

N. Main St., will host a Faith Formation Series oi

the place for the biblical ethic and lifestyle in ou

21st-century consumer society, Dec.l9, Jan. 2, 9 an
16, 7:30-9 p.m. No fees or pre-registration needed^.at

For more information, call Dennis Teall-Fleming

director of faith formation, at (704) 825-9600, exifcyjj

26 or e-mail teallfleming@yahoo.com

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

ASHEBORO — St. Joseph Church will celebraJ

the annual feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe in tb flake

Asheboro High School auditorium, 1221 Souflpdii

Park St., Dec. 11, 5:30-10 p.m. Participants wil

be treated to an authentic Mexican celebration

including prayer, song and dance. The communis
will gather in the church for the celebration ofLa
Mananitas Dec. 12 at 5 a.m. This is a traditiona ^
service of prayer and song to wake up a girl o

woman on special occasions. For more information

call Silverio Sanchez at (336) 672-7236.

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mar
Church, 4145 Johnson St., hosts Hope Of Seeing

Everyone Again (HOSEA), a program to invito

Catholics who have distanced themselves from th(

Catholic Church to return. This small group meet

Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m., through Dec. 19, to discus
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ROM THE VATICAN

fatican spokesman says pope did not

isk Kissinger to be his adviser
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

enedict XVI does not have a foreign

Qfairs advisory board, and he has not

Isked former U.S. Secretary of State

ienry Kissinger to become one of his

dvisers, the Vatican spokesman said.

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi said

is true Kissinger met privately with the

ope Sept. 28 and that Mary Ann Glendon,

U.S. law professor and president of the

ontifical Academy of Social Sciences,

as invited Kissinger to speak to the

cademy at the Vatican in late April.

Those are the only two concrete

acts," Father Lombardi said, but articles

1 Italian and U.S. newspapers reporting

lat the pope had asked Kissinger to

€come an adviser or consultant "are

idthout any foundation," he said Dec. 4.

A New York-based correspondent for

le Italian newspaper La Stampa wrote

Jov. 4 that Kissingerhadtold an "important

aember of the Italian government" of the

S5)al oflFer and that "a diplomatic source"

arious issues and concerns and to receive pastoral

eferrals and guidance. For more information,

OTitact Larry Kwan at (336) 688-1220.

iREENSBORO— If you have a special need for

irayers, or would like to offer your time in prayer

or others' needs, please call the Prayer Chain at

)ur Lady ofGrace Church. To request a prayer or to

orticipate in the Prayer Chain, call the church office

1 (336) 274-6520, ext. 10 and leave your name,

iddress and phone number

IICKORY VICARIATE
BCKORY— ne Crib at Greccio, a re-enactment

)f St Francis of Assisi's first Hve nativity event

ind Mass, will be held at the Catholic Conference

Tenter, 1551 Trinity Ln., Dec. 10 at 3 p.m.

"ranciscan Father Linus DeSantis will celebrate an

nstructional Mass. Children may bring a shepherd

jostume or use one provided by the secular

Franciscans. For more information, call John

aiVlartin, SFO, at (828) 323-7820 or Frank Cogger,

35FO,at(828) 320-0921.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
SALISBURY— Sacred Heart Church, will present a

Lighted Nativity Scene and refi-eshments on Dec. 16,

5-9p.m.A traditional Posada celebration will begin at 9

p.m. The event will be held on the new church property

ij off Jake Alexander Blvd. For more information, call

die church office at (704) 633-0591

.

SALISBURY

—

Elizabeth Ministry i5a.^tsTTn\m^'[y

comprised ofSacred Heart Church parishioners who
have lost babies before or shortly after birth. For

details, call Renee Washington at (704) 637-0472 or

Sharon Surges at (704) 633-0591.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE
MURPHY — A Charismatic Prayer Group meets

Fridays at 3:30 p.m. in the Glenmary House of St.

William Church, 765 Andrews Rd. join us for praise

music, witness, teaching, prayers and laying on of

hands for those in need. For more details, call Gery

Dashner at (828) 494-2683.

WAYNESVILLE — Adult Education Classes are

held the first three Wednesday evenings of each

CNS PHOTO BY L'OSSERVATORE RoMANO VIA ReUTERS

Pope Benedict XVI talks with former U.S. Secretary

of State Henry Kissinger Sept. 28.

at the Vatican had confirmed that "an

important dialogue is under way" between

the pope and Kissinger.

The rumor has been circulating in

newspapers and on the Internet since the

newspaper article was published.

month beginning at 6:45 p.m. in the St. John the

Evangelist Church Social Hall, 234 Church St.

For more information, call Charles Luce at (828)

648-7369 or e-mail luce54@aol.com.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — A Christinas Creche, a

Franciscan tradition, wiU be enacted by the Our
Lady of Mercy Church confirmation candidates

Dec. 17 at 4 p.m. in the lower parking level

behind tiie church, 1730 Link Rd. Refreshments

will be served following the enactment. For more

information, call Betti Longinotti at (336) 725-

3751 ore-mail bssf_sfo@yahoo.com.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the Fatiraa

Chapel, 21 1 W. Third St. Catherine Sangueza will

present "Immigration; Welcoming the Stranger"

Dec. 13. For more information and to RSVP, call

Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336) 624-1971 or e-mail

kganiel@triad.rr.com. WaUc-ins are welcome.

CLEMMONS — A Charismatic Prayer Group

meets Mondays at 7:15 p.m. in the eucharistic

chapel of Holy Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon
Rd. Join us for praise music, witness, teaching,

prayers and petition. For more details, call Jim

Passero at (336) 998-7503.

KERNERSVILLE— Holy Cross Church, 616 S.

Cherry St., hosts a Senior Coffee House the first

and third Mondays of each month, 10 a.m.- 12

p.m., in Salesian Hall in the Child Development

Building. Call the church office at (336) 996-

5 1 09 ext. 1 2 for directions or information.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

sn

Dec. 12— 11:30 a.m.

« Sisters of Mercy 175th anniversary

* Belmont

Dec. 25— 12 a.m.

Midnight Mass

SL Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Dec. 25— 11 a.m.

Christmas morning Mass

St. Patrick Cathdral, Charlotte

Dec. 31—3 p.m.

Mass of religious profession

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Vatican official discusses comprehensive,

moral approach to migration
GENEVA (CNS) — Aging

populations and the need for manual

laborers in the Northern Hemisphere

combined with poverty and conflict in the

South mean that migration will continue

to be an issue the entire world must deal

with, a Vatican official said.

The only way to ensure that the

process benefits both the North and the

South is to establish policies protecting

human dignity, guaranteeing order,

promoting integration and "making
migration a choice rather than a

necessity," said Archbishop Silvano

Tomasi, the Vatican's representative

to U.N. and other international

organizations in Geneva.

The archbishop spoke during theNov.

28-Dec. 1 meeting of the International

Organization for Migration in Geneva.

A comprehensive, ethical approach

to migration, he said, must ensure that

"the concern for security does not turn

into just a restrictive logic in order to

hinder migrants from entering a country,

but becomes an orderly, rationalized

and coordinated relationship between

available human resources and the need

for manpower in receiving societies."

Archbishop Tomasi said countries

that have expedited procedures for

professional or skilled migrants to fulfill

particular needs should be offering them

time-limited contracts to ensure that they

do not drain developing countries oftheir

skilled workers.

While more restrictive policies may
be applied to unskilled workers, he said,

once they are accepted, they must be

given the resources to integrate into the

local community and that means being

able to bring their families with them.

"The family plays a fundamental

role in the integration process, in giving

stability to the presence ofthe immigrants

in the new social environment and even in

the dynamics of temporary migrations,"

he said.

Providing help and hugs

CNS PHOTO BY David Sqju, William J. Cunton Foundation via Reuters

Former U.S. President Bill Clinton hugs a girl infected with HIV at the Maryknoll orphanage in Phnom

Penh, Cambodia, Dec. 4. Maryknoll Cambodia, a Catholic organization, provides HIV treatment, including

pediatric formula provided by the Clinton Foundation HIV/AIDS Initiative, to more than 300 children.

Chines spokesman rejects Vatican criticism

of illicit ordination
HONG KONG (CNS)—A Chinese

govenmient spokesman says Vatican

criticism of a recent bishop's ordination

makes "no sense."

The spokesmansaidDec. 3 thatChina

and the Vatican have no official ties and

have not reached a tacit understanding on

the ordination of bishops.

The spokesman said the Vatican

never has recognized the government-

sanctioned Bishops' Conference of

the Catholic Church in China, and the

govenmient informed the Vatican in

advance of the selection and ordination,

"which showed great sincerity."

A Dec. 2 Vatican statement said Pope

BenedictXVI was deeply saddened by the

Nov. 30 ordination ofFatherWang Renlei,

36, as coadjutor bishop ofXuzhou.

The Vatican statement said officials

found out at "the last minute" about the

ordination plans. Still, Vatican officials

did what they could "so that this act, which

would have produced a new laceration in

the ecclesial community, would not come
about," the statement said.

The new bishop and the bishops

who ordained him face automatic

excommunication if they acted of their

own free will, the Vatican said.
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Program will soon offer adults

chance to explore, expand faith

WHY, from page 1

Technology Center in Waynesville.

The workshops were training

sessions for facilitators, who will lead

the Why Catholic? program in small

Christian communities throughout

the diocese beginning in 2007. These

communities, or small faith-sharing

groups, are based on the teachings of

Scripture and the catechism.

"Parish participants will meet in

these small Christian communities
throughout the diocese once a week
for six weeks, and then twice a year

for four years in order to explore their

faith," said Frank Villaronga, director

of evangelization and lay ministry

formation for the Diocese of Charlotte.

Each year an aspect of Catholic

life is explored in the small Christian

commimities.

Why Catholic? is a program of

RENEW International, aRoman Catholic

organizationthat fosters spiritualrenewal,

evangelization and the transformation of

the world through parish-based small

Christian communities.

Why Catholic? fosters the goals of

"Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us,"

the U.S. bishops' pastoral plan for adult

faith formation.

The Why Catholic? process is

comprehensive, containing a fiill range

of elements in both English and Spanish.

It includes orientation, small community
leader formation, retreat experiences,

an invitation video and family-oriented

bulletin inserts.

Nineteen archdioceses and dioceses

in the United States currently participate

in the program.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis has
recommended the implementation of

Why Catholic? in all parishes of the

Diocese of Charlotte.

"The Why Catholic? program will

help all of us understand better the

teachings of our Catholic faith," said

Bishop Jugis.

"Catechesis is tiedto evangelization,"

he said. "Ifwe are strongly rooted in our

faith, then we will be more effective

in bringing Christ's teachings into the

AMERICA'S VIVEROS ROOFING

BBB
Specialists in Shingles

Licensed &^ Insured

Member FREE ESTIAAATES
Southern Piedmont

Charlotte www.avroofing.com

704-320-4526— 704-622-8185

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Sister of St. loseph of Cluny Marie Cooper

presents an overview of Why Catholic? at St.

Matthew Church in Charlotte Dec. 5.

public arena where we can have an

impact on the important moral issues

facing our society."

Pastors, directors of religious

education and representatives of some 23

parishes, three university campuses and

five CathoHc schools in the Diocese of

Charlotte attended overview presentations

of the Why Catholic? program earlier

this year.

People were then selected and
invited to serve as the small Christian

community facilitators and are currently

undergoing training.

Parishioners interested in taking part

in the small Christian commimities will

soon be able to sign up for the group of

their choice, which will meet at various

locations at different times of the week.

Retirement Isn't

what it used to foe.

PLAN accordingly.

mm
Les Davaz
Financial Advisor

Member, St. Patrick's Church

100 N, Tryon St., Suite 33"00

Charlotte, NC 28202

(704) 331-2233 or

(800) 438-0397

http://fc.smithbarney.com/davaz

citigroupj
SmithBarney

© 2006 Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC. Smith

Barney is a division and service mark of Citigroup Global

Markets Inc. and Its affiliates and Is used and registered

throughout the virorid. CITIGROUP and the Umbrella Device

are trademarks and service marks of Citigroup Inc. or its

affiliates and are used and registered throughout the wortd.

Traveling to recognition

Bishop Jugis presents Carolina Traveler with media award

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The Carolina

Traveler recently foimd his way to the

diocesan Pastoral Center in Charlotte to

receive an award.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis presented

a Gabriel Award Dec. 6 to host Mike
Redding and producer Andy Benton of

the popular WCNC-TV program.

The Carolina Traveler won in the

short TV feature category for "Family

Union," a story about a Jewish family

reunited decades after being separated

during World War II.

"The segment demonstrated the

power of family bonds to unite, even

after decades and decades of separation,"

said Bishop Jugis.

"That kind of strong family love is a

beautifijl reflection of the love that God

turn

has for each of us," he said.

It was the program's second

winning a Gabriel.

The Gabriels are sponsored by thi

Catholic Academy for Communrcatioi

Arts Professionals and honorg those wh«

make films, TV and radio programs
features and spot announcements tha

serve viewers and listeners through thi

positive, creative treatment of humai
concerns.

"This is programming wortl

celebrating, programming wortl

supporting and programming we hope U
see much more of," said Jeanean Merkel

academy president.

The 2006 Gabriel Awards ceremon}

was held in Hollywood Oct. 20. A:

Redding and Benton were unable t(

attend, the academy asked Bishop Jugii

to present them with the Gabriel ii

Charlotte.
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Photo by Kevin E. Muriw

Bishop Peter J. lugis presents Mike Redding, host of The Carolina Traveler TV program, with a Gabriel

Award at the diocesan Pastoral Center in Charlotte Dec. 6.
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IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES

Keep Christ in Christmas!

Give a Catholic gift to help friends and family remember

the true "reason for the season"! Our stores are brimming

over with unique gift ideas— beautiful artwork, fabulous

gift books, jewelry and spiritual gifts for everyone on your

gift list— all at affordable prices.

Why Catholic? Special for December—
Paperback Cathechism — now only $8

704r655-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

maryimmaculata.com

704r342-2878
441 0-F Monroe Road,

Charlotte, 28205

off
off all purchases

of $35 or more.

Present coupon. Not valid with any

other offiers. Expires 12/23/06.
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Dough-Nation program

stocks food pantry

PANTRY, from page 1

Through Panera Bread's Day-End
Dough-Nation program, unsold bakery

products are packaged at the end of each

day and donated to local food banks and

charities.

CSS's involvement began last

summer with a call from the Jewish

Community Center's own food pantry in

Charlotte.

"The Jewish Community Center

was looking for a partner for Panera's

donation program," said Jeannie Beall,

social work supervisor for the diocesan

CSS office.

Employees from the Jewish
Community Center felt they would not

be able to distribute all the food available

from Panera, so they contacted CSS
looking for a partner organization.

"We are so blessed to be able to

participate in this program," said Beall.

As always, CSS clients are given top

priority with regard to food donations.

But the leftovers are made available

to Pastoral Center employees, who are

encouraged to donate money for the

"We are so

blessed to be able

to participate in

this program."

— Jeannie Bell,

Catholic Social Services

items they choose.

All monetary donations are then

used to purchase items needed for the

Food Pantry. CSS has collected about

$800 since August, Beall said.

The Food Pantry will soon be able

to expand its stock— a freezer has been

donated and will be used to store bread

and other perishable products.

The Food Pantry serves people

who are homeless, unemployed and the

working poor. Many ofthe working poor

must spend their earnings on rent, utilities

and medicine, leaving little or no money
for food, said Geri King, director of the

Charlotte Regional Office of CSS.
Many Food Pantry clients are not

Join us in the March For Life

Washington, D.C.

January 21-22, 2007

Theme: ^Thou shalt protect the equal right to

life of each innocent human in existence at

fertilization. No exception! No compromise!"

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Sunday, January 21-8 PM
ImmaciHate Conception.

Mass at Shrine of the

Monday, January 22 - 10:30 AM — Mass for North

Carolina pilgrims, Shrine of the Immaciilate

V^k3k3 Conception.

Catholic Social Service Celebrants: Bishops Jugis and Burbidge and priests

of the Dioceses of Charlotte and Raleigh.
Diocese ofChailoae

Rally begins promptly at noon, on Monday, January 22.

If your parish or school has a group attending the March for Life,

please call the Diocesan Respect Life OfRce at 704-370-3229 or
e-mail mnadol@charlottediocese.org.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Barbara Grisinger, a social worker for the Charlotte Regional Office of Catholic Social Services, examines

the inventory of the Food Pantry in this file photo from November 2003.

eligible for food stamps or donations

from relief organizations such as Loaves

and Fishes. Also, the rations eligible

clients do receive from these agencies

may not be enough to sustain their

families until the next distribution,

according to King.

The requirements are more flexible

than some of the other community
food pantries. However, clients are

encouraged to verify their eligibility for

food stamps.

The Food Pantry receives its

donations through a variety of sources.

King said. Area Catholic churches.

www.andersonfamiiymed.com

Anderson Family

itj Medicine

. . . Healthcare with a heart.

Dr E, Kelly Anderson is available to

help with all of your family's healthcare

needs. A graduate of the

Yale University School

of Medicine and the

residency program at

Caroiinas Medical Center

- Union, Dr Anderson is

now accepting patients

of all ages,

Dr.f. Kelly Anderson

Parishoner

Our Lady of

CoBsolation, Cliariotte

schools and faith formation classes

regularly collect food for the pantry. The
CSS office also welcomes donations

from individuals.

"The Monday morning pastries

starts our week off right," said Sis

Mecaughey, senior accountant for CSS.

"I get something yummy to eat, and the

Food Pantry benefits from the donations.

It's a win-win situation."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT TO HELP?
Call (704) 370-61 55 for more Informa-

tion or to donate to the Catholic Social

Services Food Pantry.

HOURS:

Mon, Tue, Th, Fri.

Wednesday

Saturday

8:00 am

9.00 am

4:00 pm .

jVOOpm

pm,(by appt]

704-28:3^88

C
C

k Carolina
^ Funeral &

Cremation
Center

G Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2ima
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus
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Making a plentiful Bounty
Bands, community work together for annual Christmas dinner

BY

KATHLEEN HEALY SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVELLE — People in

Hendersonville are combining their faith

and talents to serve others this Christmas.

Bands for Bounty, a fundraising

concert for the Bounty of Bethlehem

Christmas dinner held each year at

Immaculata School in Hendersonville,

took place at the Gypsy Cab Company
restaurant Dec. 1

.

Bands for Bounty is coordinated

by Carol Duermit and Jennifer Scott,

Hendersonville-area entertainers. They
brought together a number of the area's

musicians for the concert.

The fundraising event came about

seven years ago after Duermitvolunteered

at her first Bounty for Bethlehem dinner

at the school.

'The following year I asked if they

needed any help and they said they needed

fimdraisers," saidDuermit "I askedJennifer

to join me and we've been equal partners

since then with Bands for Bounty."

In addition to Duermit and Scott,

performers included local favorites Marc
Yaxley, Cameron Austin, Tom Fisch,

Mike Hall, Steve Whiteside and Fritz

Owens, who moved to the area in the

aftermath of Hurricane Katrina after

playing piano on Bourbon Street in New
Orleans, La., for 40 years.

Bounty for Bethlehem began as a

dinner for 200 people at a local restaurant

in 1983. It has since grown into an

Outstanding service

Carole Duermit and Jim Bruckner, who are involwed

with the Bounty for Bethlehem Qwisbnasdnner.

annual event in Immaculata School's

gymnasium, utilizing 600 volunteers

to help approximately 3,000 resid«its

in Henderson County. The dini^ also

includes entertainmmt, gifts and a visit

fi-om Santa Claus, as weU as meals

delivered to homebound residoits.

Jim Bruckner, one of Bounty for

Bethlehem's main coordinates, sat in the

front row during the concert and passeda
basket among the patrons for dcmatirais.

More than $4,000 was collected, widi

all proceeds going directly toward
supporting die dinner.

"We continue to grow with fliis every

year and lode fmwaid to doing it,^ he said.

Dan Focarino, owhct of Negozio's

Deli and one of the dimia''s corporate

sponsors, attended the concert with
family and friends.

"We are also parishioners at

Immaculate Conception Church and we
want to do what we can to help in the

community," he said.

"Jeimifer and I so appreciate the

COURIBT PhOID BT ElMNE McMwNN

Marshal Perry (left), KnigMs of G)lumbus district deputy, presents a G)lumbia Award to Lance Cancro,

grand kni^ of Coundl 8509 at Holy Cross Church in Kemersville, during the councH's first spaghetti

(frmer afterMassNokI 8.IKs award is preserted to coundsdeeinedoutstan^ in their implementation

of service programs. The dmer served 86 meals and raised $166 for the council's Adopt a Child

program.

goierosity ofthe community and sufqKHt

fiirlhis fundraisei;" says DuomiL
"Whoi I see the vans every year

puDii^ up to knd die fi»od for femilies

in there, I ciy,'' die said. see aU fliese

fiimilies and this well-oiled machine
woddi^ togedier and ifs v^at Christmas

is— so mai^ pea|^ willing to gdt out of

theirown comfort zones and help otfiexs."

WMNTTOHELP?
Volunteer sign-up for Bounty for

Bethlehem vmII be at Immaculata School,

711 N. Buncombe Street, Hendersonville,

9-11 ajn. Dec. 9. Dinner Is served Christ-

mas Day, Dec. 25, 1-5 p.m. For more in-

formation, visit www.bountyo1bethlehem.

org. orc^ (828) 6984)313.

Belmont abbey
College

;l T?m«gs God V.AV 81

monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

lo ujonder uje end up at the same place;

Belmont Abbey College, the 130-year-old

'Catholic College of the Carolmas.'

What are YOU seeking?

Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid. scholarships, and housing are available,

Cail1.888,222,0110. email admissionsibacedu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyColiege,edu

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 'All-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Old-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

V/hy? Because we make it plain

thai Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our websfte at

BelmQntAbbeyCollege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors Institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?

Best
Coliefss

2006
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Clergy, laypeople seek action on

global wanning, climate change

GLOBAL, from page 1

Archbishop Harry J. Flynn ofSL Paul-

Miime<qx)lis was one of three Minnesota

religious leaders who met Nov. 20 wifli

Sen. Norm Coleman, R-Minn., urging

Coleman to help lead efftHts to mMgate
the threat of global warming.

"Global warming is a religious issue,"

said a Nov. 20 letter to Coleman signed by

Archbishop Fl}^ and29 oQusrMiimesata

religious leaders. "We need energy

policies that guarantee global-waiming

emissions will decrease, that promote

renewable energy and ener;^ efficiency,

and that tightoi fiiel ectmomy standards."

"I don't think people in our

community realize the catastrophic effect

of global warming," Archbishop Flymi

said. 'This is a problem for all."

The meeting with Coleman came
three weeks after a Pax Christi gattiaing

inEdenPrairie,Miim., thatdrewhundreds

who wanted to learn about climate issues

from a CathoUc perspective.

Anodier visible Twin Cities figure,

WCCO-TV weafliercaster Paul Doug:las,

said there is "a moral imperative" for all

individuals to become better informed

about global warming and do theirpart to

maintain the health ofthe planet.

Douglas, a Catfiolic, said dial wlifle

Miimesoians could aqqy some results of

global warming— shorterwintos, longer

autumns, earlier sfvings and fewer below-

zero nights — the downsides include

more drought, more severe tfaundtasluiiiis

and a strain on water resources.

"i^aa we ad^ in time? The naive

optimist in me flmiks yes, but there's no
questicm our quality of life is going to be

undor increasing stress in our lifetimes,

cotainly in this contury far our kids and

fw our grandkids," Dmi^as said.

In November, the Oregon province

of Jesuits issued a 17-pa^ plan defining

sustainable development, meant to guide

Jesuits as tbey advance ectdogicaljustice.

The plan "simply widoos our visirai

by bringnag tiie critical problems of die

envirormient into focus," said Jesuit

Fatfao' Bill Watsm, a pnovincial official.

The plan calls for the use of
roiewable resources, recycling and the

rest«ati(m of nature. Building at Jesuit

institutions ou^it to meet hi^ standards

ofsustainability, it said.

The plan also urges economics
that take into account the human and

aiviranmental costs of producticm. For

exanqile, fbc pace of treating sidmess

causedbypesticides and fertilizesshould

be figured into the {nice ofa amp.

Theologian Russ Butkus and

W

FUNERALHOME &
CREMAnON SERVICE

1401 Patton Ave.

Adievaie.NC
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Aiden,NC

(828) 687-3530
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Integrity
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Re\. Mr. Nicholas Faderi:i
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Rev. Robert Conway
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Rev. Mr. Carlos Medltia
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CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES
4 p.m. - Children's Mass

6 p.m. - Family Mass

Midnight - Bishop PeterJugb

CHRISTMAS DAYMASSES
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m.

11 a.m. - Bishop PeterJugis

NEWYEAR'S EVE MASSES
Midnight Mass

Doors open at 11:00p.m.

Bishop William Curiin

NEWYEAR'S DAYMASSES
9 a.m., 12:10 p.m.

1621 Dawordi Road East

Chmhtie, .\C 2S203 (704) 334-22g3
Visit otr wAtite 40. www.i tfth ii i i.

Come
celebrate the

Birth of

Our Savior.
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Pktired is Paul Douglas, chief meteorologist for WCCO-TV in St. Paul, Minn. Douglas, a Catholic, said lie

befievesthere is a "moral imperative" for all individuals to become better informed about global warming

and do their part to maintain the health of the planet.

atvinrnmaital biologist Steve Kolmes of

die Cadiolic-run Univ^ity of Portland

in Oregon led worksh(^ in November at

parishes in the Archdiocese of Pordand

an climate change and the cormnon good.

The ardidiocese sponsored die sessions.

Budais and Kolmes pose the idea of

a Catholic dieolo^ ofclimate justice. In

die-Gospels, Jesus talks of the kingdom
of God as the re-establishment of

oeaiiori, not just a realignment of the

human order.

''It's the restoration and renewal

of creati<m — human and nonhuman,"

Bulkus said. "When we talk about the

kingdom of God we tend to see it as

about humans. But die Bible sees it as

much mere cosmic."

Also in November, John Kirk, a

longtime parishitHia' at Our Lady of the

Lake Cliindi in Sparta,NJ., was honored

by GreonFaith, New Jersey's interfaith

coalitirai for die environment

An envircHimaital studies professor

at Montclair State University and director

of die MJ. Sdiool of Ctmsarvation, Kirk

in 1987 helped establish the Interfaith

Partnashq> for die Environment, which

educates religious leaders inNortfaAmerica

about serious eaivirmmental problems.

The organization has evolved into a

global network of reUgious groups and

oiganizations woddng to bring religious

and ecological issues together.

"Some people are more interested in

the green ofmoney than the green of the

forest," Kirk said. "We are responsible to

God and the earth, this beautiful planet,

which we've shortchanged."

In the Diocese of Venice, Fla., Mike
Holsinger is convinced churches have a

significant role to play in the educational

effort to sustain life on earth. He is the

only layman, along with six priests, on a

church-design task force for the diocesan

Environmental Justice Committee.

"New church buildings can be

designed to be more energy-efficient and

parishes and schools can be committed to

using EnergyStar equipment," Holsinger

said, referring to the federal initiative that

rates appliances on energy efficiency.

"I have always thought that the

church ought to be setting an example

for parishioners by using Florida-friendly

landscaping, native plants and fewer

pesticides and fertilizers," Holsinger said.

In a commentary just released

by the Florida Catholic Conference's

Envirormiental Justice Committee, the

state's Catholic bishops offer guidance

on addressing environmental issues.

The document, "Cultivating Care for

All Creation," identifies global climate

change and mercury contamination as the

two most pressing problems today.

Esperiendng difficulties in your marriage?

A Lifeline for Marriage

Janoary 19 - 21 in Ralei^

Come for a weekend to rediscover your spouse under the

ministry of Retrouvaille, (pronounced "re-tro-vye").

Designed to provide tools for difficult times, this weekend

will help married couples examine their lives in new,

positive ways.

Retrouvaille has helped many thousands of couples

experiencing everything from disillusionment to

deep misery.

For confidential info or to roister: 336-297-0595 or retrouvaille@msn.com.

Visit our¥^ site: HelpOurMarriage.com



8 The Catholic News & Herald

INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
December 8, 2006

Pope calls Turkey visit

unforgettable experience

TURKEY, from page 1

He expressed his gratitude to "the

friendly Turkish people" for giving him

"a welcome worthy of their traditional

spirit of hospitality."

He saidthe visitwas "anunforgettable

spiritual and pastoral experience,

which I hope will help produce an

increasingly sincere cooperation among
all the disciples of Christ and a beneficial

dialogue with Muslim believers."

The papal visit was designed as a

primarily ecumenical trip and featured

important encounters with Orthodox

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of

Constantinople.

But the pope generated the most

interest in Turkey and in the world

by meeting with Muslim leaders and

visiting the Blue Mosque in Istanbul,

where he prayed alongside a Muslim
cleric while facing Mecca.

The pope recalled with special

affection the "dear Catholic community"

in Turkey.

He said that despite its small size, the

Catholic minority is rich in enthusiasm

and faith, and carries out its pastoral life

"in conditions that are often not easy."

The pope said Turkish Catholics

I received "a welcome
worthy of their

traditional spirit of

hospitality."

— Pope Benedict XVI

are, in effect, living in a continuous

experience ofAdvent, sustained by hope

and trust that God is coming.

The message of Advent, he said,

is that Christ "is coming into human
history, to knock at the door ofevery man
and woman of good will, to bring the

gift of brotherhood, harmony and peace

to every individual, every family and

every people."

As Christians await the celebration

of the birth of Christ, they should

renew this sense of hope with prayer

and with concrete demonstrations of

love, he said.

At an Advent vespers service the

evening before in St. Peter's Basilica,

Thi3 Catholic^hopm
AT BELMONTABBEY COLLEGE

Soarching for that perfact Christmas giff?

Find it here!

We have books for all ages, religious and inspirational

artwork, statues, rosaries, jewelry, medals, crosses,

crucifixes, prayer and greeting cards, music, audio

books on CD's, DVD's, sacramental and general gift

items and so much more!

Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri

^ring tHis adinfor 10% off
yourpurchase of$20

10:00am - 4:00pm

Tuesday

10:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday

10:am - 1:00pm

closed 12-25-06 to

1-1-07

or more in our store.

Offer expires Dec. 23, 2006

Conveniently located 10 minutes from Charlotte on
the Belmont Abbey College campus

1-85 Exit 26

704.461.5100 CatholicShoppe@bacedu

WWVV.BELMONTABBtYCOLLEGE.EDU

the pope said the coming of Christ was
a sign that "the real God ... is not a

God who stays in heaven, uninterested

in our history."

"He is a father who never ceases

to think of us and, in great respect for

our freedom, wants to meet us and visit

us," he said.

As part of spiritual preparation for

Christmas, the pope encouraged people

to pray during Advent, and emphasized

that good works should go hand in hand
with prayer.

"In this sense, Advent is more than

ever a time of communion with all those

— and thank God, there are many— who
hope for a more just and fraternal world,"

he said.

The commitment for justice should

be a meeting ground for people of every

culture and every nationality, including

believers and nonbelievers, he said.

Providing help. Creating hope. Changing lives.

Catholic Social Services — The Diocese of Charlotte

Executive Director: Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227

Associate Director: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3250

Refugee Office: Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930

Family Life: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3228

Justice and Peace: Joe Purello (704) 370-3225

OEO/CSS Murphy Satellite Office (828) 835-3535

Charlotte Region: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Debra Braese (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second St., Winston-Salem, NC 27108

Area Director: Gerard Carter (Interim) (336) 727-0705

Greensboro Satellite Office (336) 274-5577

Latino Family Center (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

1123 South Church Street, Charlotte NC 28203

www.cssnc.org

Catholic Social Services

Diocese of Charlotte

Catholic Social Services

Diocese of Charlotte Respect Ufe Office 704-370-3229
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'We must bow our heads and bend our knees and, upon rising, extend our hands. We are friends.'

Seeking similarities,

appreciating differences

U.S. Muslims and Catholics involved in

many dialogues

BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Muslim-
Catholic dialogue is a living and growing

reality in the United States.

"The important thing is to keep the

dialogue going because there are so many
parts of the world where it isn't going,"

said John Borelli, special assistant to the

president and director for interreligious

initiatives at Georgetown University

in Washington.

Sayyid M. Syeed, national director

ofthe Islamic Society ofNorthAmerica's

new Office of Interfaith and Community
Alliances, called the advancement of the

U.S. dialogues "something ofa historical

imperative" because "if they go in the

right direction, they could give a gift of

the 21st century to the rest of mankind."

Father Francis Tiso, associate director

forinterreligious relations at the Secretariat

for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs

of the U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops, said dialogue "is a tremendous

opportunity to refine your thinking about

the other side."

Borelli, who held Father Tiso's post

fi-om 1987 to 2003, played a major role in

the 1 990s in getting three official regional

dialogues started between Catholic and

Muslim leaders and scholars.

Father Tiso said the three dialogues—
West Coast, Midwest and Middle Atlantic

— have their roots in local dialogues.

"The model he (Borelli) set up is to

have a pair ofpersons fi-om each town or

diocese, along with Catholic and Muslim
scholars, get together once a year for a

two-day session," he said.

For example, the Midwest dialogue

has paired participants fi-om Catholic-

Muslim dialogues in Chicago, Detroit,

Indianapolis, Milwaukee, St. Louis,

Louisville, Ky., and Toledo, Ohio.

Under that arrangement the regional

dialogue also serves as a kind ofleadership

meeting for the leaders of the local

dialogues. Father Tiso said, and each

regional group decides its own topics.

The West Coast dialogue has been

focusing on spirituality, the Midwest
recently completed a small book on
Catholic and Muslim understandings of

divine revelation, and the Middle Atlantic

is working on guidelines for pastoral

care of couples in interfaith marriages,

specifically Catholic-Muslim marriages.

Father Tiso said the local and
regional dialogues may address a wide

range of shared interests fi-om social

concerns such as immigration and family

life to questions of values, religious

freedom, revelation, spirituality and
scholarly issues.

Christian Brother David Carroll is

undersecretary-general of the Catholic

Near East Welfare Association. He
cited four levels of dialogue Catholics

and Muslims can engage in, starting

with what he called "the dialogue of

daily existence" — getting to know one

another at work, in the neighborhood.

"The dialogue of charity" includes

many of the activities of the Catholic

Near East Welfare Association, which
serves Muslims as well as Christians in

its assistance for education, health care

and other human needs throughout the

Middle East, he said.

He described the third level as a

theological or intellectual dialogue, one

that can also address social issues such as

poverty, human dignity and human rights

because both traditions bring convictions

of faith on such concerns to the table.

The fourth level is "a dialogue of

silence" in which partners in dialogue

together "reflect and let God speak to

us," he said.

Potentialglobal impact

Syeed is Muslim co-chairman of the
Midwest dialogue and was part of the

team that formed it in 1995. •

In the 1980s as president of the

Muslim StudentsAssociation ofUSA and
Canada, he pioneered that organization's

transformation into the Islamic Society of

North America, an umbrella organization

based in Plainfield, Ind. The more than

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- FuU-time weUness director

- Mondi-to-month rentals widi NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 MBOrSWOOD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park
3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

CNS PHOTO BY Nanct Wiechk

Father Donald Rooney, director of the Arlington, Va., Diocese's Commission for Ecumenical and

Interreligious Affairs, listens as Imam Sheikh Rashid Lamptey talks about the tenets of Islam during the

first meeting of the Catholic-Muslim Dialogue of Northern Virginia Oct. 1 6.

300 affiliates across the United States

and Canada promote Muslim values and

a better understanding of Islam among
non-Muslim Americans and Canadians.

He was the society's secretary-

general until earlier this year, when he

moved to Washington to work fiill time

on interfaith and corrmiunity relations.

For Muslirns in the United States,

"one of the communities closest to us is

the Catholic Church," he said.

He said current U.S. Muslim efforts

to overcome discrimination and prejudice

are comparable to the experiences of

immigrant Catholic minorities in earlier

periods ofU.S. history.

Because of a lack of Catholic-

Muslim dialogue in ijiost parts of the

world, "whatever progress we make here

can have a global impact," Syeed said.

He cited the Second Vatican Council

as "a unique experience in the history of

religion" tiiat opened the Catholic Church

to such dialogues andmade it a meaningfiil

contributor to mutual understanding

among people of different faiths.

Working together

Dr. Shahid Athar, a physician in

Indianapolis and one of the foimding

members of the Midwest dialogue,

said he has been involved in interfaith

dialogue with Catholics and others for

more than 20 years.

"Ithinkit'severyone'sresponsibility,"

he said.

Benedictine Sister Mary Margaret

Funk of Our Lady of Grace Monastery

in Beech Grove, Ind., expressed the same
conviction in her 2003 book, 'Islam Is...."

"And now Islam is with us in the

United States and throughout the West
— ajewel in our midst," she wrote. "It is

a religion that brings each generation to

a God-consciousness that fosters all that

is human.

"Whether we are lay or religious.

Christian or Muslim, we caimot afford

to delegate this dialogue to specialists,

academics,politicalandmilitarygenerals,"

she wrote. "We must bow our heads and

bend our knees and, upon rising, extend

our hands. We are fiiends."

Her book grew out of the Midwest
dialogue and Athar wrote an afterword

for it.

He told Catholic News Service he

has been asked to write a similar book,

on Christianity seen fi-om a Muslim
perspective — a project he hopes to

take up in the form of a "conversation"

between him and a Christian scholar

such as Sister Mary Margaret.

Local dialogues do not need the

scholarly resources of larger dialogues to

succeed, Athar said.

He said the first step is just getting

to know one another, Catiiolics visiting a

mosque "to see how Islam is practiced,"

or Muslims visiting a local Catholic

church to get to know Catholics and see

what they believe and do.

Syeed said that in light of the long

global history of tensions and wars

between Christians and Muslims, for

both communities "the only way to move
forward is to dialogue."

He said that after the 2001 terrorist

attacks, the Islamic Council of North

America urged Muslims to adopt a

"mosques without walls" policy of

inviting those of other faiths to visit their

mosques and Islamic centers and get to

know them.

"Identify the local Islamic center

and tell them you want to visit them,"

he said.

Catholic and Muslim dialogue

partners contacted by CNS stressed the

broader importance of such dialogues

when crises arise. Each side can contact

trusted representatives on the other side

to express concerns or get explanations

that may avoid misimderstandings.

But Father Tiso said the dialogues

are still in their infancy and still face a

long struggle to overcome centuries of

Catholic-Muslim misunderstanding and

prejudice.

"We're trying to make 20 years

of dialogue solve hundreds of years of

history," he said.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: DEC. 17, 2006

CNS PHoiD BY Chris Sheriiwi

Cardinal Edward M. Egan of New York and morning host Gus Uoyd talk during the debut of the Catholic

Channel in the studios of Sinus Satellite Radio in New York Dec. 4. The channel offers round-the-clock

programming, seven days a week.

Catholic Channel debuts on
Sirius Radio
NEW YORK (CNS) — The

Catholic Channel debuted Dec. 4 on
Sirius Satellite Radio. Sirius and the

Archdiocese of New York worked
together to create the channel.

'

Its original Sept. 26 launch date

was delayed because of New York
Cardinal Edward M. Egan's recovery

from Sept. 6 knee-replacement surgery.

It can be found at Chaimel 159 on Sirius

receivers.

The Catholic Channel airs

programming 24 hours a day, seven days

a week. Many ofthe programs are listener

call-in shows, and a dedicated toll-free

telephone line has been established to

handle calls: (888) 322-8465.

Among the Catholic Channel
offerings are (all times EST):
— "Busted Halo," weekdays, 7-9

p.m., hosted by Paulist Father Dave
Dwyer, who was not ordained until

he reached his 30s. He had a career in

television (MTV, Comedy Central) and

radio prior to entering the seminary.

Father Dwyer aims to reach young
adults and teach them that nobody is

perfect, hence the name "Busted Halo."

— "Ask the Cardinal," Thursdays,

noon.-l p.m. featuring Cardinal Egan.

The show will allow the cardinal to

speak directly with Catholics aroimd the

nation on Scripture, current events and

Vatican news.

— "The CathoUc Guy," weekdays, 4-

7 p.m., hosted by Lino Rulli and offering a

fresh, fim and often offbeat take on living

out the faith in the world today.

— "Across the Nation With Bob
Dunning," weekdays, 1-4 p.m.

Veteran broadcaster Dunning takes

an in-depth look at the news and issues of

the day from a -Catholic perspective and

helps make sense of the most important

stories in the headlines.

— "As You Think," weekdays, 9

p.m.-l a.m. Father Paul Keenan, a New
York archdiocesan priest and author of

"Good News for Bad Days," "Stages

of the Soul" and "Heartstorming" will

bring his pastoral advice and 30 years'

experience as a priest on how to live a

meaningful, purpose-driven life in an

often confiising, overwhelming world.

— "Speak Now ... With Dave and

Susan Konig," weekdays, 10 a.m.-l p.m.

Dave Konig, an actor, and Susan

Konig, a columnist and author, will

bring their unique perspective on family,

marriage, children — they have four

— and culture to their program.
— "Seize the Day With Gus Lloyd,"

weekdays, 6:15-8 and 8:30-10 a.m.

Lloyd chats with newsmakers,
personalities and call ers to discuss what's

on their minds and in their hearts.

There are about 4.7 million

subscribers to Sirius.

135,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANVS name here?

IXyW ad Mtes - eaiyformall businesses and
individuals, too!

^SthoHC
Cal(704)37»<3332aMrI

Dec. 1 7, Third Sunday of
Advent

Cycle C Readings:

1)Zephaniah 3:14-18

Psalm, Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6

2)Philippians 4:4-7

3) Gospel: Luke 3:10-18

We should always behave

for, anticipate Christ's

coming

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

As a mother of three children, my
annual Christmas preparation tasks

— baking, decorating, shopping and
wrapping— are done with them in mind.

Even though the eldest is now 21,1

still make their favorite cookies, fill their

shoes on St. Nicholas Eve and generally

try to derive maximum delight from
limited time and budget.

It makes for a busy holiday, but

bringing them joy is rewarding work that

I look forward to each year.

But I remember that as a child my
primary "work" ofChristmas preparation

was to be on my best behavior. It was
drilled into children of my generation

through songs, folklore and movies that

Santa's bounty was somehow directly

related to our conduct ("He knows if

you've been bad or good!").

Thus the heightened anticipation

of Christmas morning also carried a

message ofvigilance and added incentive

to "be good."

One could read today's passages

from Scripture in a similar fashion. If

Advent is preparation for the Lord's

coming, then it stands to reason that oxir

behavior should reflect our anticipation.

Therefore, St. Paul can rightly

admonish the Philippian community to

make their kindness visible to all, and

John the Baptizer can advise tax collectors

to stop cheating their clients, because the

coming of the Lord is imminent.

But I think another, more profound

way for Christians to read these passages

is to assume that the Lord isn't simply

hiding in the wings, waiting for us to

come to our senses and sfraighten out our

lives before he makes his appearance.

The Lord — in the crucified and

risen person of Jesus — is already here.

His "advent," or arrival, is made visible

to others precisely in our acts ofkindness

and generosity.

It 'sbecause ofhisnearness thatwecan
overcome our isolation from one another.

It's his self-giving, already present, that

conquers our self-centeredness. His

light is aheady peeking under the drawn

shutters of our complacency.

The church's celebration of Advent,

heightened in this third week of Gaudete

Sunday, reminds us to "rejoice" not only

in what God will do, but in what God
already has done in Christ.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 10-16

Sunday (Second Sunday of Advent), Baruch 5:1-9, Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11, Luke

3:1-6; Monday (St. Damasus 1), Isaiah 35:1-10, Luke 5:17-26; Tuesday (Our Lady
of Guadalupe), Zechariah 2:14-17, Judith 13:18-19, Luke 1:39-47; Wednesday (St.

Lucy), Isaiah 40:25-31, Matthew 11:28-30; Thursday (St. John of the Cross), Isaiah

41:13-20, Matthew 11:11-15; Friday (Advent Weekday), Isaiah 48:17-19, Matthew

11:16-19; Saturday (Advent Weekday), Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11, Matthew 7:10-13.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 17-23
.

Sunday (Third Sunday of Advent), Zephaniah 3:14-18, Isaiah 12:2-6, Philippians

4:4-7, Luke 3:10-18; Monday (Late Advent Weekday), Jeremiah 23:5-8, Matthew

1:18-25; Tuesday (Late Advent Weekday), Judges 13:2-7, 24-25, Luke 1:5-25;

Wednesday (Late Advent Weekday), Isaiah 7:10-14, Luke 1:26-38; Thursday (St.

Peter Canlsius), Zephaniah 3:14-18, Luke 1:39-45; Friday (Late Advent Weekday),

1 Samuel 1:24-28, 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-8, Luke 1:46-56; Saturday (St. John of Kanty),

Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24, Luke 1 :57-66.

POLAND
with Father John Starczewski

parochial vicar at Our Lady of Grace Church, Greensboro

"The Footsteps of John Paul 11"

May 8-16, 2007
Join us while we visit Krakow, Wadowice, Zakopane, Warsaw, the

worid-famous salt mines of Wieliczka, Shrine of Divine Mercy and Czestochowa.

Roundtrip from Charlotte: $2,898 plus taxes and fees (double occupancy)

— includes breakfast and dinner daily

For further information, call Patti Dameron at (336) 413-8127.
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Reasons to watch TV this season

Catholic television programming
steps up

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — It's starting to

look a lot like Christmas.

And in the weeks and months ahead.

Catholics looking for quality television

programming that suits their moral and

social sensibilities need look no further

than programming supplied by the

Catholic Commimication Campaign.

"Our motto is 'How the Good News
Gets Around,'" said CCC executive

producer Ellen McCloskey.

And as winter begins to set in, TV
viewers will be able to get both warmth

and light from their set.

The first CCC project is "Picturing

Mary," which is being offered to public

TV stations nationwide in December.

The hourlong documentary looks at how
artists depicted Mary from centuries ago

to more modem times.

Because it's not on the national

PBS schedule, viewers will have to be

aggressive about checking their local

listings — or calling their city's PBS
affiliate— for dates and times.

"It's a very good companion to 'The

Face: Jesus in Art,' which continues to air

on public TV stations at Christmas and

Easter," McCloskey said.

Some stations, she added, plan on

showing "The Face" and "Picturing

Mary" back to back.

She offered her hopes that patrons

of the new movie "The Nativity

Story" will be inclined to tune in to

"Picturing Mary."

In January, those same public TV
stations will be offered "Lives for Sale,"

produced by Maryknoll Productions.

The documentary looks at the

immigration issue butpays close attention

to human trafficking.

'Traffickers will encourage women,
'Come toAmerica and I'll give you ajob,'"

McCloskey said, although the ruse doesn't

become apparent until it is too late.

The issue will get its own cinematic

treatment come spring with the film

"Trade," starring Kevin Kline.

In February, another public-TV

documentary that got partial fimding

from the CCC will air on selected

PBS stations in time for Black
History Month.

"Sisters of Selma" examines the

role nuns, many of whom were in the

St. Louis area, played in the civil rights

struggles of 40 and more years ago in

Selma, Ala.

"It'svery,verypowerfiil,"McCloskey

said.

Not oiJy does the program examine

Catholic advocacy in civil rights, it also

"addresses some of the changes we were

going through in the Catholic Church at

the time," she added.

"Many of the sisters — the women
who marched at the time — are still

alive," McCloskey said.

"There's a lot of good archival

footage. Then you see them (the sisters)

on the screen in the present day, and they

look the same," she said.

Catholics will also get a triple treat

ifthey're watching TV on Christmas Eve

after their late local news. ABC, NBC
and CBS will each broadcast Catholic-

themed programs.

ABC's entry is a CCC production,

"Celebrating Light and Hope," from

the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, with

Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan.

CBS will air a Christmas Eve
compilation of lessons and carols from

St. Joseph Cathedral in Sioux Falls, S.D.

It's the 10th anniversary of the program

at the cathedral.

While the show will contain the

readings and hymns customary to the

event, expect "a little more variety to it,"

McCloskey said.

NBC, as it has for decades, will

broadcast Christmas Midnight Mass
from St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican City,

with U.S. Archbishop John P. Foley,

head of the Pontifical Council for Social

Commimications, serving as a guide to

the rituals in Rome.
"Now ifwe could only get something

on Fox," joked McCloskey.

On a more serious side, she said that

with televangeUsts on the tube seemingly

nonstop, "people ask where the Catholic

Church is on television. Here, in this

situation, you can say, 'Here's the

Catholic Church.'"

"It's not as noticeable, perhaps, as

a televangelist. But here, you have a

documentary on the church and the arts

('Picturing Mary') and on the church

and social activity — today ('Lives for

Sale') and 40 years ago with civil rights

('Sisters of Selma')," she said. "I hope

we can do more."

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing probiem? Don't Panic!...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To

.Show Up On-Time So Vou Don't W aste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give yon a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a plunrf)er to drow up. Now tficrc's a new way to get

your plumbing iH-oblcm fixed, save money, ami get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 chariotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving The Entire Charlotte Diocese Area

www.3wavplambing.com Proud member of St. James Church
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Enlightening Advent

CotjfiTESY Photo

Students at St. Michael School in Gastonia light thefirst candles ofAdvent

wreaths as fellow students, Principal Joseph Puceta and Father Roger

Amsparger, pastor of St. Michael Church, gather to pray Dec. 4. The

wreaths were blessed by FatherAmsparger and the students learned about

Advent, ajoyful period during which Christians preparefor the coming of

Christ.

Advent is the season that opens the liturgicalyear. It begins with the liturgical

observance on thefourth Sunday before Christmas and ends on Christmas

Eve when the liturgical observance ofChristmas begins. The Advent wreath

is the main symbol ofthe season with a new candle— threepurple and one

pink— /// each Sunday before Christmas.

Students who give a 'Hoot'

CotiRiESY Photo

Msgr. Anthony Marcaccio, pastor of St. Pius X Church in Greensboro, is

pictured with faculty and students of St. Pius X School during an Advent

retreat and luncheonforfaculty and staffofthe parish and school Dec. 1.

Pictured are (sitting, from left) Laura Collins, Patty Delaney, Msgr.

Marcaccio and Sue Tanahey; (standing, from left) eighth-graders Allison

Stavola and Erica Delaney.

Msgr. Marcaccio was the featured speaker during the mini retreat, which

was started last year by the school s spiritual committee. Students 'parents

served as substitute teachers for two hours while teachers attended the

retreat; some students helped serve the lunch prepared by committee

members.

Msgr. Marcaccio asked thefaculty to view theirjobs as a ministry, reminding

them to take care ofthemselves spiritually so they in turn can nurture their

students 'spirituality.

CouRTESv Photo by Gary Gelo

Sixth-graders and science and literature teachers Catherine Rusch and Marlene Mode hold owl wings

and Carl Hiaasen's novel "Hoot" in this Nov. 14 photo. Rusch and Mode collaborated for a sixth-grade

interdisciplinary unit on owls— in science class the students studied about the traits of owls; in literature

class the students read "Hoot," an award-winning children's novel about students trying to save a colony

of burrowing owls in Florida.

AHENTION READERS! HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?

The Christmas season is upon us, and The Catholic News & Herald is looking for

unique stories in which parishes. Catholic schools, organizations and individuals are

remembering the reason for the season— Jesus Christ— and are helping to spread

the holiday cheer to others.

Is there an event at your parish? Is someone you know an example of how to live the

Catholic faith, especially at the holidays?

If so, please contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@chariottediocese.org.

Administrative Assistant

Responsible, articulate, detail-oriented person needed to handle day-to-day management of

a financial planning office. Responsibilities include: client service, acfavity follow-up, filing,

scheduling appointments and maintaining contact management database. College

education and experience with Microsoft Office programs preferred. Flexible scheduling

firom 24 - 40 hours per week during regular office hours. Close to Charlotte Catholic High.

Fax resume including education and work history to 704-540-7763.

CSS
Caihalic Social Services

DnocsL' of CiaikJtU:

REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR
for Catholic Social Services (CSS)

;

office is located in Winston-Salem, NC.

CSS is seeking energetic individual to provide strong administrative and

cooperative, team-building leadership of a regional office. Demonstrated

fundraising skill and Spanish language ability are pluses. A complete job

description for this position can be found at wviw.cssnc.org. Position

includes competitive salary and benefits package. To be considered for

this position, submit a resume postmarked by December 20, 2006 to:

Gerard A. Carter, Catholic Social Services, 1123 South Church Street,

Charlotte, NC 282034003.
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2007 DIOCEfAN
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR

CELEBRATION

DOUBLETREE GUE/T fUiJEf**
/OUTHPARK

6300 MORRI/ON BOULEVARD
CHARLOTTE, 28211

/ATURDAY, JANUARY 6 — 9:30AM — 2:30PM

THEME: ""EMBRACING OUR FUTURE, DEALING WITH
OUR PRE/ENT, CELEBRATING OUR PAH**

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST AND LUNCH INCLUDED:

Adults $25— Youth $10 (RECOMMENDED FOR 6th-GRADERS AND OLDER)

This year's program deals with life altering decisions that affect the youth

and adults in our homes, communities, country and the world today, as well

as the consequences of those decisions and actions.

Our day will begin with our first annual "Youth Talk" series. This series will

address the situations that our youth deal with on a daily basis. Ms.

Yvonne Tiandam, a candidate for the Master of Theology Degree at Xavier

University, and Mrs. Abong Ngranui-Fankam, CEO ofA Place of Hope, Inc.,

will facilitate this presentation.

In addition, JNXY Productions of Durham will present an exciting, special

dramatization of life in today's challenging world.

Ending the day, Mrs. Barbara Hart will give a historical presentation

exploring symbols used by our forefathers in their struggles for freedom.

Registration form must be returned with payment NO LATER THAN

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22!

** One-bedroom suites available at the Doubletree Guest Suites (1 King or

2 Queen beds) for $99 plus tax per night per suite for January 5 and 6.

Make reservations by December 16 directly with the Doubletree Guest

Suites at (800) 222-8733. Group code: AAM for special rate.

— REGISTRATION FORM - due with payment by Friday, Dec. 22—

NAME DATE

ADDRESS,

E-MAIL

PHONE PARISH

# AHENDEES COST: ADULTS @ $25 p/p YOUTH @ $10 p/p (up to age 18)

ENCLOSED $_ FORM OF PAYMENT

NAMES AGES (YOUTH, ONLY)

.
Money order or check attached (made payable to African-American Affairs Ministry)

Mail to: African and African-American Af^irs

Diocese of Cliariotte

1123 S. Church St.

Chariotte NC 28203
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Purification of the vessels

used during Mass
New procedures for extraordinary ministers of

Holy Communion
On Sunday, Dec. 17, 2006, new

procedures take effect in our diocese

for extraordinary ministers of Holy
Communion when they assist at Mass.

The sacred vessels that are used

during the Mass (i.e., the vessels that

hold the Hosts or the Precious Blood)

will now be purified by the priest or the

deacon, instead of by the extraordinary

ministers ofHoly Commimion.
The Holy Father has asked that we

follow this new policy regarding the

purification of the sacred vessels used

during Mass. In October, Cardinal Francis

Arinze, prefect of the Congregation

for Divine Worship and the Discipline

of the Sacraments, communicated the

Holy Father's new directive to the U.S.

bishops.

In November, I wrote to our priests

and deacons informing them of the new
procedures.

Thenew policy regarding purification

of the sacred vessels by only the priest

or deacon brings into focus the role

of the extraordinary ministers of Holy

Communion during Mass.

The primary role ofthe extraordinary

ministers is to assist the priest and deacon

with the distribution ofHoly Communion.
The distribution ofHoly Communion is a

beautifiil ministry that the extraordinary

ministers undertake in service to their

brothers and sisters at Mass.

The purification of the vessels that

takes place after the distribution of Holy
Communion is a separate action, which

is the personal responsibility ofthe priest

or the deacon.

What is the new procedure which

extraordinary ministers of Holy
Communion should follow when they

assist at Mass? Here are four simple

steps:

1. The extraordinary ministers of

Holy Communion may enter into the

sanctuary only after the priest has

received both species.

2. After the extraordinary ministers

of Holy Communion receive Holy
Communion, they then receive fi-om

the hands of the priest or the deacon the

vessel containing the Eucharist.

3. At the end of Holy Commimion,
all of the sacred vessels are brought back

to the altar. At the altar, the extraordinary

ministers of Holy Communion who
assisted with the distribution of the

Precious Blood consume what remains

of the Precious Blood fi-om their own
chalice of distribution.

4. The extraordinary ministers of

Holy Commimion then return to their

places in the congregation.

The priest or the deacon purifies the

vessels.

Ifa deacon is not serving at the Mass,

From the

Bishop

BISHOP
PETERJ.JUGIS

BISHOP OF

CHARLOTTE

CNS PHOTO ILLUSTHATION BY BcB RoLLER

the priest purifies the vessels at the altar

immediately after Holy Communion, or

he may carry the vessels that need to be

purified over to the credence table and

purify them there immediately after Holy

Communion.
The priest may also leave the sacred

vessels that need to be purified, suitably

covered and on a corporal at the credence

table, and purify them there immediately

after Mass following the dismissal of the

people.

If a deacon is serving at the Mass,

he carries the vessels that need to be

purified over to the credence table and

purifies them there immediately after

Holy Communion.
The deacon may also leave the sacred

vessels that need to be purified, suitably

covered and on a corporal at the credence

table, and purify them there immediately

after Mass following the dismissal of the

people.

After the vessels have been purified

by the priest or deacon, other ministers

may further wash the vessels before they

are used for the next Mass.

The Catholic Church devotes a lot of

attention to the celebration of the Mass
because the Eucharistic Sacrifice is the

source and summit of the Christian life.

All of the good works and ministries of

the parish flow fi-om our worship.

The worship that we render to God
through the saving sacrifice ofHis Son, is

the most important activity of the parish.

As we implement these new guidelines

in our diocese, may Our Lord help all of

us to participate fUlly, consciously, and

actively in the celebration of the Sacred

Mysteries.

Immigration reform

Catholics can help make a fairy just system

I thank Bishop Peter J. Jugis for

naming me as the diocesan contact for

Justice for Immigrants, the U.S. bishops'

campaign for immigration reform.

However, I expect many people

within and outside the Diocese of
Charlotte to cringe if they are reading

about this campaign for the first time.

I imagine Catholics and non-Catholics

alike are questioning the stand that the

bishops (and I) take in regard to the

present immigration system.

Believe me, I have been involved in

many discussions withmany parishioners

and guests about this matter, and my
parish, St. Joseph Church in Byrson
City, has approximately 1 or 2 percent

of the population of the largest parishes

within our diocese. I can only imagine

the volume of discussion taking place

in larger parishes such as St. Matthew
Church in Charlotte or St. Paul the

Apostle Church in Clreensboro.

It's no secret that there are some
topics Catholics would like for the clergy

to discuss and other topics that they wish

the clergy would leave alone.

I am expected to talk on behalfofpro-

life issues, especially the evil of abortion.

I am expected to preach about how we
as Catholics need to be the vanguard for

positive reform ofour society.

I am expected to tell people to do
more than make a difference, to help

renew the face of the earth and prepare

the world for the coming ofthe Kingdom
of God.

Having said that, issues concerning

immigration fall within the sphere of

topics many of the faithful don't want
the clergy to discuss.

Many Catholics believe that it makes
no sense for us to call for the overturning

of Roe V. Wade only to follow it up with

advocating illegal immigration, which,

so you know, is not advocated by the

U.S. bishops.

Yet, if either I or anyone else within

the clergy does not preach on behalf

of immigration law reform, we do

not preach for the sake of the positive

development of our society and nation,

and for the good of families who will

benefit fi-om the reform ofpresent unjust

laws and inconsistent processes.

I understand that many Catholics

don't believe that our call forimmigration

reform has the same doctrinal weight as

our comrqon stand against abortion, but

this an important and life-giving stand

for us to take.

I would like to appeal in the name
of charity that you take the time to

see the issues as they are. You can

visit the campaign's Web site, www.

Guest

Column

FATHER SHAWN
O'NEAL

CUEST COLUMNIST

justiceforimmigrants.org; click on the

"What is new @ JFI" link to get the

latest media information. See what the

campaign advocates and what it does not

advocate.

Feel free to contact me with
questions, too.

Please make sure to pray for

President George W. Bush, for Congress

and for all government ofScials on all

levels. Pray that they always will do
and will proclaim what is ri^t, just and

good, especially concerning immigration

reform. There is much work to be done
for the sake of making the immigration

process fair and swift.

Please support organizations such

as our own Catholic Social Services,

so our staff can serve fellow North
Carolinians of all ethnicities who seek

legal immigrant status within the United

States. The CSS staffmeets many people,

works many hours and drives many miles

in order to help people.

Ifyou do not like illegal immigrants

living within this country, then support

the people and the offices who seek to

give people legal standing. Supporting

legal immigration advocacy is much
cheaper and much more life-giving than

building a long fence.

This topic is not easy to discuss.

Quieter discussions occur between UNC
and Duke basketball fans than between

proponents and opponents of present

immigration laws and practices.

Knowthat Ipray forcahn discussions

but I also pray for honest discussions. I

invite anyone and everyone reading this

to send me your thoughts and concerns.

I thank you for taking the time to read

this column. Ifyou have chosen to give to

CSS, I thank you for your generosity.

This issue is not easy, but if we all

ask the Lord for help and understanding,

the Lord will provide each of us

with an overabundance of help andi

understanding.

FatherO 'Neal ispastor ofSt. Joseph

Church in Bryson City and Our Lady

of Guadalupe Mission in Cherokee.

Contact him at (828) 488-6766 or e-maii

smoneal@charlottediocese. org.

lie
I

ly

h

lajoi

my

V

iJo

Noc

fliiar

WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDfTOR
The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250 words

or less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone number

of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for

clarity, style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted to Tlie Catholic

News & Herald become the property of the newspapa- and are s(d)ject to reuse, in whole or in part, in print,,

electronic fonnats and archives. Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Chartotte, N.C. 28237, or e-maH cathoicnews@chariotte(fiooese.org.
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Santa: to ho-ho or not to

ho-ho?
Familiar figure can help teach kids about Jesus, Christmas

Peace of

Mind

LORI FOX
GUEST COLUMNIST

If a stroll down the seasonal aisle

at your local department store leaves

you wondering what in the world

Darth Vader, Spiderman and Homer
Simpson have to do with Christmas,

you are not alone.

Itseems likewe get furtherand further

from the true meaning of Christmas with

each passing year. Many of us question

if it would be better to honor this blessed

holiday by removing every scrap of

commercialism.

That includes the Grinch, Rudolph,

Frosty and even Santa Claus.

In response to the materialistic

season that Christmas has become, many
parents consider whether teaching their

children about a large, jolly man who
flies in a sleigh, somehow squeezes down
everyone's chimneys in one night and

leaves festive packages ofhearts' desires

under a tree detracts from the celebration

of the birth of Jesus just a wee bit.

Are we only setting our children up

to have unrealistic expectations and an

ultimately colossal disappointment?

Not to worry! The figure of Santa

Claus may actually be one ofthe greatest

tools to help us teach our children about

the miraculous life of Jesus.

The story of the nativity is a tough

one for children (and many adults) to

really understand. A virgin gives birth

to God's son and the biggest star of

all times shines in the sky, and angels

appear to the shepherds.... And what

does this all really mean to a five-year-

old, anyway?
The beauty of Santa Claus is that he

can reach children's minds and teach the

mysteries of Jesus in a way that they can

understand.

Think about these lessons:

1. Santa has a soft spot for children

(and the child in all of us).

Jesus loved children and stated that

the kingdom of heaven belonged to

"such as these."

2. Santa somehow sees whether we
are naughty or nice and it actually matters

to him. He wants us to be accountable for

our behavior and wants to reward the

goodness in us.

Jesus gave us the Golden Rule— to

remind us to do right by ourselves and

others. He spoke of rewards in heaven

for the goodness of our acts.

3. Santa has magic and can do

incredible things. Time and space are

relative.

Jesus taught us that all things are

possible through God. Healing for the

sick, forgiveness of oiir most grievous

sins, life for the dead— not a problem.

4. Santa lives in a land far away,

but is still very much with us in our

lives. Children truly have an individual

relationship with Santa and believe that

the wishes of their hearts are not falling

on deaf ears.

Jesus hears and answers (to varying

degrees of satisfaction) our prayers. We
believe that he knows and accepts even

our most silent yearnings.

In terms of a child's cognitive

development, Santa offers a perfect

opportunity to lay the groundwork for

an understanding of the real Christmas

story. Santa teaches love, behavioral

accountability, the power of prayer and

the hope that what seems impossible can

indeed happen.

So as we enter the season ofAdvent,

let us all, child and adult alike, open oiir

hearts to belief Set up the nativity creche

and put out the miUc and cookies for that

red-clad visitor.

Let us prepare for the arrival of the

most precious gift of all time, in the

smallest of packages, given in perfect

love.

Lori Fox is supervisor ofcounseling

services for Catholic Social Services in

the Diocese ofCharlotte.

Demonstrating a

pastoral heart
I support the recent letter of the

bishops of the Atlanta Province to

members of Congress with regard to

comprehensive immigration reform

("Calling for reform," Dec. 1). I think

tfiat it took a lot of courage to write the

letter as many people (Catholics and

others) are opposed to this approach.

As one who has ministered within

the Hispanic community for the past

11 years, I have known many faithful

to
I

Catholics who came to this country

illegally to seek a better life and to

lE support their families in their countries

of origin. I think the overwhelming
majority of those that I have encountered

id in my pastoral experience have been hard

working, prayerflil and decent people.

Many political commentators
)li and others use harsh rhetoric against

liFi undocumented persons. As one who has

perhaps a different perspective, I know
fiiat I am called to be the pastor of all

those in my care, whether they were bom
in this country, immigrated legally or

illegally.

Certainly, no one is advocating the

Badmission of criminals, terrorists or gang
members to enter this country. The U.S.

bishops do not condone illegal border

crossings. The bishops are attempting

to encourage the legislators to adopt

a pastoral approach to those who are

_ already here and who are working and

rblishing roots.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis is quite familiar
~ with this situation, as he served for many

years as a parish priest in communities

with Hispanics. He demonstrated his

pastoral heart by celebrating bilingual

Masses at the past two Eucharistic

Congresses.

— Father Mark S. Lawlor, pastor

St. Vincent de Paul Church,

Charlotte

Fighting domestic abuse
I was thrilled to see the column by

Bill and Monica Dodds on domestic

violence ("Domestic violence in Catholic

homes," Nov. 24), and particularly happy

that it provided information on how one

might access the USCCB document on

this topic. Thank you!

As an advocate, I would like

to stress one point not provided in

this column. Couples counseling
should never be encouraged or provided

when abuse is present or suspected.

There is substantial evidence that

doing so presents a safety risk to the

victim, as abusers will often retaliate for

things said either by the counselor or the

victim in such sessions.

To that extent, the victim may
not feel comfortable speaking freely

in front of the abuser, reinforcing a

sense of isolation. If that in turn leads

to counseling that does not address the

primary issue of abuse, it will reinforce

the message to both the victim and
the abuser that the abuse is in fact not

very important.

Lastly, couples counseling, by its

very nature, implies that the victim has

responsibility for changing behavior

that is really only within the control of

L^totottieHitor

the abuser.

Again, thank you for printing the

wonderful column on this topic.

— Tracy Webb
Charlotte

Exposure will ensure

better church
I failed to see the point of David

Hains' column referencing the media's

involvement in the race riots of 1898 and

the embarrassment we face in the Catholic

Church today ("One and done," Dec. 1).

The piece bemoaned the fact that the

newspapers will enjoy a "one and done"

while we will be endlessly reminded of

grievous institutional transgressions.

As far as I am concerned, we are

getting what we deserve. I do not fault

the media for the attention given to this.

Shame on us. We as Catholics allowed the

abuse of our children to go unchecked.

We allowed boys to be robbed of their

childhoods and consequently of their

faith. We ruined their lives.

We are under fire now and suffering

a purgatory of our own making. I

welcome this. Relentless coverage in the

short term will insure that we never again

institutionalize evil in the very place that

we come to find the Divine.

We (the Catholic Church) will come
out of this stronger and better for it in the

long run.

— Sean McSweeney
Himtersville

Pope says in Turkish

mosque he prayed for

God to help all believers

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Pope Benedict

XVI said that as he stood facing Mecca
in Istanbul's Blue Mosque Nov. 30 he

prayed that God would help all believers

recognize each other as brothers and

sisters.

Using his Dec. 6 weekly general

audience to share reflections about his

Nov. 28-Dec. 1 visit to Turkey, the pope

said, "Divine providence allowed me
to make a gesture that initially was not

foreseen, but which, in the end, turned

out to be very significant."

Describing what happened at the

mosque, the pope said, "pausing a few

minutes in recollection in that place

of prayer, I turned to the one Lord of

heaven and earth, mercifial father of all

humanity."

"May all believers recognize that

they are his creatures and give a witness

of true brotherhood," he added.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience Dec. 6.

Dear brothers and sisters.

Today I invite you to join me in

-thanking God for the success of my
recent apostolic visit to Turkey.

On my first day I met civic

representatives and reminded them of

the great need to rediscover God and the

public relevance of faith, while ensuring

that such faith is properly understood and

lived authentically.

In expressing my esteem for Islamic

civilization, I urged Christians and

Muslims to work together for peace,

justice and life.

The following day I visited Ephesus

andthe sanctuarynearbywhere, according

to an ancient tradition, the apostle John

constructed a house for the Virgin Mary.

During Mass we prayed for peace in the

Holy Land and the whole world.

The feast ofSt.Andrewwas dedicated

to consolidating fraternal relationships

between the bishop of Rome and the

ecumenical patriarch of Constantinople.

In signing a joint declaration, we
reaffirmed our commitment to follow

the path to full communion between

Catholics and Orthodox.

My visit was concluded in the

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Istanbul,

where Christians from various traditions,

gathered in prayer, experienced a renewed

Pentecost.

Full of gratitude and affection for the

people of Turkey, I invite you all to pray

that this country may enjoy a peaceful

future, as a bridge of fiiendship between

the West and the East.
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St. Mark Church proof of Catholic population growth in

northern Mecklenburg County
HUNTERSVILLE — Less than

a decade ago, the people of the newly

established St. Mark Parish gathered

to celebrate Mass for the first time as a

parish family. The site was a spacious

building with state-of-the-art environs

— including dozens of fi-eshly polished

bowling lanes, a snack bar, a game room
and a shoe rental station.

That first Mass at Northcross Lanes

at the Lake, near bustling exit 25 on

Interstate 77, introduced to northern

Mecklenburg County what was then the

Diocese of Charlotte's newest parish.

Although area Catholics gathered to

celebrate that first liturgy on June 1 , 1 997,

the fi^mework for a new parish had been

established several years earlier. In 1990,

the diocese had purchased a 23-acre

tract of land on Stumptown Road, which

intersects Highway 21 near one of the

most rapidly growing areas in western

North Carolina.

Following careful study and
planning by diocesan officials, then-

Bishop William G. Curlin announced

4he establishment of the parish May 13,

1997. Msgr. Joseph Kerin was appointed

pastor, and Catholic residents in the

northern Mecklenburg communities of

Huntersville, Davidson and Cornelius

were invited to register as parishioners.

Since then, a steady influx of

families in the region has joined the faith

community, and St. Marie Church now
comprises more than 2,900 families.

While continuing to celebrate

Sunday "Mass at the bowling alley,

Msgr. Kerin soon added a vigil Mass
to the schedule at Huntersyille United

Methodist Church. From this Methodist

hospitality sprung a joint ministry to

Room in the Inn homeless shelter in

Charlotte.

In its early years, the "bowling

alley parish" received local and national

press for being a unique house of prayer

and for its enterprising spirit. A feature

in The Wall Street Journal dubbed the

worshippers "the holy rollers."

Theparish's steadygrowth continued,

and St. Mark Church turned to Davidson

College for a larger place in which to

celebrate Mass.

Even operating with no permanent

church home, St. Mark Parish made its

presence felt fi-om the beginning by its

active service in the area.

St. Mark Church

14740 Stumptown Road

Huntersville, N.C. 28078

(704) 948-0231

Vicariate: Charlotte

Pastor: Msgr. Richard M. Bellow

Parochial Vicar: Father James
Stuhrenberg

Permanent Deacons: Deacon Robert

Murphy, Deacon Louis Pais, Deacon Ronald

Shenwood

Number of households: 2,904

Msgr. Richard Bellow

In 1998, a capital campaign was
laimched to construct a multipurpose

building to serve as a church; it features

a separate chapel, rooms for receptions

and meetings, classrooms, a youth room,

a kitchen and offices.

On Feb. 12, 2000, Bishop Curlin

presided over the dedication Mass of the

25,600-square-foot Family Center, with

Msgr. Kerin and then-Father Peter Jugis,

priest in residence, concelebrating. The
family center was later renamed in honor

ofMsgr. Kerin.

In August 2003, St. Mark School

opened its doors. Part ofthe Mecklenburg

Area Catholic Schools, the school's

enrollment is now 610 students in

kindergarten through 8th grade.

In 2004, a $3.5 million capital

campaign was initiated to raise fimds for

a 1,400-seat church.

Community and family life,

education, liturgy and stewardship

commissions coordinate a great many
volunteer efforts, including Boy and Girl

Scouts, CROP Walk, faith formation.

Habitat for Humanity, Hispanic ministry,

Meals on Wheels, Room at the Inn,

services for the needy and more.

It's TOWS and
inspiration about

the Diocese of Charfottef

Bishop Jugis visits DocPod
this week.

Subscribe today
— it's FREE!
Check ft out at

www.ChariotteDlocese.org.

Photo by George Cobb

In less than 1 0 years, St. Mark Church in Huntersville has quickly grown to be one of the largest parishes

in the Diocese of Charlotte, with nearly 3,000 households in its membership.

The parish currently celebrates

seven weekend Masses, including a

Spanish-language Mass, a Life Teen

Mass and a Mass for college students at

nearby Davidson College.

Contributing to this story was Staff

Writer Karen A. Evans.
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The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST OF IRELAND
w^ith Fr. Mo West, Qiancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 8 - 18, 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Highlights include:

• spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

• Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

• Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

• Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

• Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

• Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

• Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

• Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

• Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

• Beautiful Glendalough - 6"' centvuy monastic site of St. Kevin

• Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'Connell Street, shopping - PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

For a brochure with complete details, call Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost

Tours at (800) 713-9800.
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\ year of fighting for life
inbr^os and abortion: Pro-life agenda has a year of highs and lows

BY NANCY FRAZIER
O'BRIEN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON— It was
'ear when President George

Bush used the first veto of

nearly six-year presidency

strike down legislation

it would have expanded
ieral funding of embryonic

m-cell research.

But it was also a year

len Missouri voters "lost

significant battle for the

otection of human life," as

e state's Catholic bishops

t it, by approving a ballot

lestion that would permit

stem-cell research allowed

MoreYear-in-

Review Coverage

PAGE 8 1 HURRICANE RECOVERY

EFFORTS STILL A CHALLENGE

PAGE 9 1 MUCH ACTION, LriTLE

LAWMAKING ON IMMIGRATION

under federal law— to the point

of allowing himian cloning, its

opponents said.

It was a year when the

South Dakota Legislature

passed the nation's first state

law to ban nearly all abortions

since the 1973 Supreme Court

decision Roe v. Wade legalized

abortion virtually on demand.

But voters in the state

overturned the law later in

the year.

It was a year that offered

hope that the partial-birth

abortion procedure might one

day be permanently banned

in the United States, as the

Supreme Court considered

arguments against it.

But it was also a year when
abortifacient drugs such as the

French abortion pill RU-486
and the Plan B "moming-afl:er

See YEAR, page 8

CNS PHOTO BY Bob Roller

1 abortion foe and a supporter of legal abortion confront each other during a demonstration in front of the U.S. Supreme

3urt in Washington Nov. 8. The Supreme Court heard oral arguments in two cases challenging the Partial Birth Abortion

an Act of 2003.

WJSOM UDWRy CD 3930

BRINGING THE NATIVITY TO LIFE

Photo by Ellen N. Sigmon

Youth group members from St. Joseph Church in Newton take part in the Secular

Franciscan Order's annual Crib at Greccio live Nativity at the Catholic Conference

Center in Hickory Dec. 10.

Nativity, life of St Francis re-enacted in Hickory

BY ELLEN NEERINCX
SIGMON

CORRESPONDENT

HICKORY — In the 13th

century, the typical peasant

in Italy could not read, and

the Scriptures were treasured

documents that were not

accessible by most people.

St. Francis of Assisi

wanted to bring the Nativity

to life so the common folk

could appreciate the magnitude

of God's gift to the world.

With the permission of Pope

Honorius III, St. Francis staged

the first live re-enactment of

Christ's birth for the people of

Greccio, Italy, in 1223.

Members of the Fraternity

of Brother Francis of the

Hickory-based Secular

See GRECCIO, page 7

Hahn in

Hendersonville
CATHOLIC APOLOGIST

SPEAKS ON FAITH, MARY
AT DAY OF REFLECTION

BY KATHLEEN HEALY
SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE
— "It's time to come to the

mountains."

With this simple sentence

in, the subject line of an e-

mail to Dr. Scott Hahn, Sandy

Donecho fulfilled a two-year

See HAHN, page 6

Carving out faith

Parishioner sculpts limbs

for others

I
PAGE 5

Culture Watcli

Mary for Protestants; Philbin's

Catholic beneficiaries

I PAGES 10-11

Catholics' approval

rating for bishops

highest since

scandal broke

BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE .

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — The

percentage of Catholics who
think the U.S. bishops are

doing a "good job" is the

highest it has been since the

clergy sex abuse scandal broke

in early 2002, according to

results of the Contemporary
Catholic Trends poll conducted

See SURVEY, page 12

Youtlis in Action

Students at Model U.N.;

youths stuff shoeboxes

I PAGE 13
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

CONVERGENCE OF FAITH

CNS PHOTO BY ToMAs Bravo, Reutcrs

An image of Our Lady of Guadalupe is seen near Mexican pilgrims as they rest in the plaza in front of the

historic Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City early Dec. 1 2. Millions of the faithful converged

on the basilica to celebrate the 475th anniversary of Mary's appearance to St. Juan Diego.

Millions flock to Mexican

basilica to honor Our Lady of

Guadalupe
MEXICO CITY (CNS) — Millions

flocked to the Basilica of Our Lady of

Guadalupe to mark the Marian feast and

pay homage to the dark-skinned Mary
often referred to as "mother of Mexico"
and "patroness of the Americas."

In cars and caravans, on bicycles and

on foot, pilgrims from across the nation

— some traveling the last miles on their

knees — converged on the basilica in

northern Mexico City on the Dec. 12

feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe and in

the days leading up to it.

City authorities estimated that more
than 5 million people visited the basilica

Dec. 12 and millions more in the

preceding days. Many camped out on the

surrounding streets, with only blankets to

fend offtemperatures that dipped close to

freezing at night.

On Dec. 12, crowds of the faithful

filled the plaza adjacent to the basilica,

mixing with scores of Aztec dancers

in tribal garb who moved to booming
drum beats.

Some pilgrims sfrained to hear Mass
celebrated in the crowded basilica, while

others climbed nearby Tepeyac Hill,

where Mary appeared 475 years ago.

On crutches, 58-year old Roberto

Resendiz, a Mexico City resident

determined to reach the top, labored up

the winding stairs that lead to the church

at the hill's summit. He said he had come
to the site each year for 25 years.

"We come to give thanks to the

Virgin," Resendiz said. "Each time this

date comes, we give thanks to her for her

help in guiding us in our lives."

Juan Manuel Miranda, another

capital resident who has made the annual

trip to the basilica since childhood, said

that this year's pilgrimage had made him
appreciate his family.

"Coming here charges me with

energy," he said. "It lets me know that I

am living my life in the right way."

In 1531, Mary appeared to St. Juan

Diego on the hillside where the basilica

stands. When local clergy were dubious

of Juan Diego's claims, Mary gave

him a cloak upon which her image was

emblazoned— reportedly the same cloak

that hangs in the basilica today.

Couple plans to bring wrongful deat

suit over destruction of embryo
CHICAGO (CNS) — A Chicago-

based pro-life organization has filed a

brief in support of a couple's petition

to bring a wrongful death suit over the

destruction of an embryo they wanted
preserved in a frozen state for future

implantation.

Using the in vitro fertilization

procedure, Alison Miller and Todd
Parrish had one ofMiller's eggs fertilized

with Parrish's sperm at a Chicago-area

fertility clinic, the Center for Human
Reproduction, but the clinic did not keep

the embryo frozen.

In February 2005, the couple won
leave from Cook County Judge Jeffrey

Lawrence to sue under Illinois' wrongful

death statute. That fact has drawn pro-life

attention to the case, and the Chicago-

based Thomas More Society, which takes

on all kinds of pro-life cases, filed a brief

Nov. 17 in support of the couple.

Attorney Thomas Brejcha, president

of the society, pointed out that the actual

Diocesan
planner

BOONE VICARIATE

SPRUCE PEnTE — A Rosary of Intercession

for Priests is recited each Friday at St. Lucien

Church, 695 Summit St., before the 9 a.m.

Mass. Prayers are ofifered for bishops, priests

and deacons, and for an increase in vocations to

the priesthood. For more information, call the

church office at (828) 765-2224.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— Eucharistic adoration will be

offered every Friday through Dec. 22, 8 a.m.- 12

p.m. at St. Peter Church, 507 South Tiyon St.

CHARLOTTE— All Polish-speaking Catholics

are invited to a Mass in Polish at St. Matthew
Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy.,

Dec. 17 at 3 p.m. The celebrant will be Father

Marcin Zahuta. Confession will be available

from 1:30 p.m. For more information, call

Elizabeth Spytkowski at (704) 948-1678.

CHARLOTTE — St. Patrick Cathedral will

sponsor a Christmas Dinner for those who would
otherwise be without a Christmas celebration.

The free diimer will be held Dec. 25, 1 1 a.m.-

3 p.m., in St. Patrick School's cafeteria, 1125

Buchanan St. This dinner is for those people

who, because of financial need, lack of family

or other reason, would not have a Christmas

dirmer. Transportation or delivery of meals

will be provided if needed. The dinner includes

entertaiiunent and a small gift. For reservations,

transportation or to request delivery, call the

church office at (704) 334-2283

.

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Church, 3016

Providence Rd., will offer the Catholics

Returning Home program Tuesdays, Jan. 9-

Feb. 20. The program offers a non-judgmental

'0

0
case has yet to be heard. When Lawre
ruled that it could go forward under'

wrongfiil death statute, he immedial

certified it for appeal, in essence tell

the fertility clinic it had a chancdf
protest that decision before go'

through with a trial.

The clinic appealed, and although

appellate court at first declined the

the Illinois Supreme Court ruled

it had to be heard. The case was
by pro-life advocates when Lawrend]

decision was announced because

granted the unimplanted embryo statui

a person, at least for this case.

Activists have questioned w
will happen to the estimated 400,(1

embryos being held in a frozen si

across the United States. Ifthey thaw

are not implanted, they die.

The American Civil Libert

Union has maintained that Lawreni

allowance for wrongfial death is

medically accurate."

said
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atmosphere for inactive Catholics to becc|

reacquainted with the basics of their reUgion
|

to get answers to any questions that they may hi|

For more information, call the church offic

(704)364-5431.

CHARLOTTE— Pathfinders, a peer-led supjl

group for separated and divorced adults, o^|

education, support and fellowship through
i

divorce process. The group meets Tuesdays, 7:;

9 p.m., m St. Gabriel Church's Ministry Build^

3016 Providence Rd. For more information,

Nancy at (704) 752-0318.

CHARLOTTE — The Young Adult F,

Reflection group meets at St. Vincent de P
Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd., the first and tk

Mondays ofeach month. The group will read
"'

Faith Explained," 3rd edition, by Leo J. Trese

a chapter will be covered at every meeting,

more information, call Jordan at (704) 737-lStjuiioi

or Ryan at (704) 377-1328.
(,e Ca

CHARLOTTE— TGIFon Wednesday is a supp »«

group for separated or divorced women and m'

All are welcome to join us for encouragement i '

discussion with others making similar journeys

St. Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne CommQ ^^\^

Pkwy., Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. in the N,
ju,

Life Center, Room 1 14. Ifyou have any questio
(^5,5

call Bonnie Motuz at (704) 543-8998.
, mj:

CHARLOTTE

—

Healing Hearts, a support gro* >#i

for people coping with the death ofa spouse, me, ^
the first and third Tuesdays ofeach month at 11 :.

j, jf
1

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall of St. Gabriel Churii
}]] 7

3016 Rd. For more information, contact Sis

Therese Galligan, facilitator, at (704) 362-50^

ext. 216. [{'jj

I Baiiv

GASTONIA VICARIATE ' m.

BELMONT— Queen ofthe Apostles Church, 5 *
N. Main St., will host a Faith Formation Series 1

the place for the biblical ethic and lifestyle in ci ISTO)

21st-century consumer society, Dec. 19, Jan. 2,

and 16, 7:30-9 p.m. No fees or pre-registrati|
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DM THE VATICAN

itican says world must never forget Holocaust

lets must Wemain a warning, ' says statement

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As the

lian government hosted a conference

istioning the truth of Holocaust, the

ican said the Nazis' Jewish victims

St be remembered and the world must

Ice a commitment to ensuring such a

;edy could never happen again.

The Dec. 11-12 Iranian conference,

aview of the Holocaust: Global

ion," was called by the country's

sident, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who
said the Holocaust was a myth.

Conference speak^s included David

Ice, former U.S. leader of the Ku
IX Klan, and several authors who
'e been sued or arrested in Europe

denying the Nazis' mass murder of

•opean Jews.

The Vatican issued a statement Dec.

saying, "The past century witnessed

attempt to exterminate the Jewish

)ple with the consequent killing of

lions of Jews of all ages and social

sgories simply for the fact that they

belonged to that people.

"The Shoah (the Holocaust) was
an enormous tragedy, before which one

cannot remain indifferent," the Vatican

statement said.

The Catholic Church's attitude

toward the Jewish community and its

experience during the Second World War
is one of "profound respect and great

compassion," the statement said.

"The memory of those terrible facts

must remain a warning for consciences

with the aim of eliminating conflicts,

respecting the legitimate rights of all

peoples and calling for peace in truth and

justice," the statement said.

The Vatican also noted that Pope

John Paul II solemnly gave witness to

the Catholic Church's position during

his March 2000 visit to the Holocaust

memorial in Jerusalem, and Pope
Benedict XVI did so during his May visit

to the German's Aiischwitz death camp
in Poland.

ied. For more information, call Dennis Teall-

ning, director of faith formation, at (704) 825-

0, ext. 26 or e-maii teaIlfleming@yahoo.com.

EENSBORO VICARIATE

jH point — Immaculate Heart of Mary
irch, 4145 Johnson St., hosts Hope OfSeeing
ryone Again (HOSEA), a program to invite

liolics who have distanced themselves from the

holic Church to return. This small group meets

sdays, 7-9 p.m., through Dec. 19, to di|<:uss

ous issues and concerns and to receive pastoral

;rrals and guidance. For more information,

tact Larry Kwan at (336) 688-1220.

jH point — Immaculate Heart of Mary
irch, 4145 Johnson St., will have an Open
ise Jan. 31, for anyone who have questions

ut the Catholic faith or to any "former"

holies. The program will include a brief

sentation on our Catholic inquiry classes,

::tive Catholic program and continuing adult

h formation education.A tour ofthe church and

eshments will follow. For more information,

ase call Larry Kwan @336-688-1220.

jH point — Immaculate Heart of Mary
arch 4145 Johnson St. will offer afree Spanish

irse on Thursdays 7-8:30 p.m. beginning Jan.

For more information or to register call Nancy
« at (336) 884-0522 or e-mail Larry Kwan at

wan@lexcominc.net.

EENSBORO — The Reemployment Support

mp of St. Paul the Apostle Church will meet

11, 7:30-9 p.m., in Room 8 of the Parish

Center, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. If you are

rently out of work or looking to make a career

mge, join us for encouragement, support and
armative topics to help you in your job search,

more information, call Colleen Assal at (336)

j|M696, ext. 226.

I

4nston-salem vicariate
NSTON-SALEM — A Christmas Creche, a

li|inciscan tradition, will be enacted by the Our
dy of Mercy Church confirmation candidates

c. 17 at 4 p.m. in the lower parking level behind

the church, 1730 Link Rd. Refreshments will

be served following the enactment. For more
information, call Betti Longinotti at (336)

725-3751 or e-mail bssf_sfo@yahoo.com.

CLEMMONS — Holy Family Church, 4820
Kinnamon Rd., has eucharistic adoration each

Thursday, 9:30 a.m. - 9 p.m. For more details,

call Donna at (336)940-2558 or Carole at (336)

766-4530.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the

Fatima Chapel, 21 1 W. Third St. David Harold,

M.Div., will present "Peacemaking: The
Assisi Decalogue" Dec. 20. The sacrament of

reconciliation will be offered at 12 pjn. in the

chapel. For more information and to RSVP, call

Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336) 624-1971 or e-mail

kganiel@triad.rr.com.

WINSTON-SALEM — St. Benedict the Moor
Church, 1625 East 12th St., hosts a 12:15 p.m.

prayer service, VeniSanctus Spiritus, the second

and fourth Wednesday of each month. All are

welcome to reflect on God and refresh the spirit

in the middle of a day. For more information

call Sister Larretta Rivera-Williams at (336)

725-9200.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing
Companions is a grief support group for the

bereaved that meets the first and third Thursdays

ofthe month in conference room B at St. Leo the

Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave. For fiirther

details, call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

'--Ei^ calendar
Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

f)C. 25— 12 a.m.

I
dnight Mass

111 Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte
i

i

g!C. 25— 11 a.m.

iristmas Morning Mass

Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Dec. 31 — 3 p.m.

Mass of Religious Profession

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Vatican official: World has not

been effective in helping Darfur
ROME (CNS) — The international

community has failed to act effectively

in putting an end to the tragic conflict

and "horrific violation of human rights"

taking place in the Darfur region of

western Sudan, a Vatican official said.

The "killing ofchildren, sexual abuse

and rape of girls and women, forced

uprooting of (the) population, burning of

villages, attacks on intemally-displaced-

people camps, targeting of unarmed
civilians" are all part of the human and

environmental disaster continuing to

imfold in the region, said Archbishop

Silvano Tomasi.

The Vatican's representative to U.N.

and other international organizations in

Geneva spoke Dec. 12 at an emergency

session of the U.N. Human Rights

Council in Geneva on the himian rights

situation in Darfur.

"The crisis under discussion has

provoked debates and international

complaints," he said, but so far the

international commimity has responded

with only "insufficient effective actions."

The No. 1 priority should be
concrete measures to end the killings, not

wrangling over "political arrangements

and commercial interests," he said.

Archbishop Tomasi called for the

United Nations, the African Union and

the Sudanese government to cooperate in

stopping the violence.

The international community
could also help by gathering evidence

of human rights abuses, protecting

civilians, delivering humanitarian aid

and disarming rebel groups, he said.

At least 200,000 people have died

in Darfur and more than 2 million

people have been displaced since 2003

when fighting escalated between rebel

groups and government troops and
Arab militias.

Despite a May peace agreement

meant to end the conflict, the fighting

has continued and threatens to spread to

neighboring Chad, where many displaced

people from Darfur are taking shelter.

Sudan has not yet agreed to allow

U.N. peacekeepers in the country,

although it has agreed to U.N. help in

supporting a larger force of African

Union peacekeepers. For now some
7,000 African Union peacekeepers have

been struggling to monitor the cease-fire

and protect civilians.

While the conflict in Darfur "is a

major humanitarian challenge of huge

proportions," Archbishop Tomasi said,

it does offer nations an opportunity

to find new ways to collaborate and

create constructive, "comprehensive,

just and durable" solutions to

"endemic problems."

Capturing Christmas

CNS PHOTO BY Tony GEmif , Reuters

A nun takes a picture as workers erect a Christmas tree in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican Dec. 1 3.

The tree, which is donated from a different part of Europe each year, came from the forests of Calabria

in southern Italy

Correction

In the "Learning Why Catholic?" article in the Dec. 8 issue, Frank Villaronga, director

of evangelization and ministry formation for the Diocese of Charlotte, was misquoted

about when the Why Catholic? program meets. The program actually meets six weeks
twice a year for four years. The Catholic News & Herald regrets the error.
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Treasuring the children

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Serving lunch at the Open Door, the soup kitchen in Waynesville, is one of the many volunteer activities

of Marie Bartholomew (left).

Women earn volunteer awards for assisting children

BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

WAYNESVILLE—Helping children

be and feel safe recently earned honors

for two parishioners at St. Margaret of

Scotland Church in Maggie Valley.

Parishioner Marie Bartholomew,
a K.A.R.E. (Kids Advocacy Resource

Effort) volunteer for 15 years, was
honored for teaching children how to

avoid abusive situations.

Parishioner Winnie White is a

member of the Killer Bees, which was

nominated by REACH of Haywood
County for making quilts that comfort

children who are victims of abuse.

Elaine Kuhl, also a parishioner

of Immaculate Conception Church
and manager of the Haywood-Jackson

Volunteer Center in Maggie Valley,

presented the 2006 North Carolina

Awards for Outstanding Volunteer Service

at a volunteer-agency meeting Dec. 8.

Bartholomew, 81, makes
presentations to kindergarteners through

5th-graders at Haywood County
elementary schools.

"The children are taught skills that

will enable them to distinguish between

appropriate and inappropriate touches

and other protective behaviors," the

award nomination notes. "In a world

where children are so rebuked and taken

advantage of, Marie seeks to treasure

them and make them feel as special as

they are."

Barthlolomew began treasuring

children long before she became a

K.A.R.E. volunteer.- She and her husband,

Jim, have been married 61 years. They
have nine children, 35 grandchildren and

27 great-grandchildren.

The Bartholomews also teach their

family to value community service. In

addition to her work with K.A.R.E., she

also provided child care for a women's
support group at REACH of Haywood
County.

Bartholomew volunteers with other

St. Margaret of Scotland parishioners

at the Open Door soup kitchen in

Waynesville twice a month. For 10 years,

she has helped serve meals, clean the

kitchen and wash dishes.

At St. Margaret of Scotland, she's

a lector, a member of the RCIA team,

former president of the St. Margaret

Women's Guild and she makes child-

abuse-prevention presentations to the

parish's youth faith formation groups.

"Now I have the time and I can do

it," Bartholomew says of her volunteer

work. "I enjoy doing it."

"She lives the Gospel and taught

all of us to do the same," said Kathy

Stark, one of her daughters. "All of us

are involved in our community. We get it

from Mom and Dad."

Then there are those Killer Bees: 15

women who have been gathering three

Mondays each month for more than four

years to make child-size quilts for every

child going into a REACH shelter. Last

year the Bees made 116 quilts.

The quilts, just the size that children

can carry around and wrap about

themselves, are. White said, "comfortable

and soft and they're theirs. Something

they can hold on to."

The name Killer Bees comes from

the idea of quilting bees, but seemed
rather threatening. White said, so her

husband, Don, came up with a motto that

plays on themes of sewing thread and

hope for the future: "Bee knot afrayed."

AMERICA'S VIVEROS ROOFING

nmnm
BBB

Specialists in Shingles

Licensed &^ insured

Member FREE ESTIMATES
Southern Piedmont

chariotie vyAAAA/.avroofing.com

704-320-4526— 704-622-8185

Holy Angels celebrates 50 yea^

with Festival of Angels
Event honors residents, supporters of facility

BELMONT — More than 500
people, 125 performers and 50 volunteers

took part in the Festival ofAngels at Holy
Angels in Belmont Dec. 2.

The celebration, which marked the

conclusion ofHoly Angels' 50th year, was
to commemorate those who have helped

and been helped by the facility, which

serves children and adults with mental

retardation and physical disabilities.

"We held the Festival of Angels to

celebrate Holy Angels' 50 years as a

member of the commimity in which we
live — Belmont — a community that is

rich in diversity as is our Holy Angels

community," said Regina Moody, Holy
Angels president and CEO.

Guests included Abbot Placid Solari

of Belmont Abbey; Mercy Sister Angela

Perez, council member of the Sisters of

Mercy Regional Community of North

Carolina; Charlotte Mayor Pat McCrory;

members ofHolyAngels'boardofdirectors

and foundation board; and donors.

The event, themed "Sharing Our
Journey, Celebrating Our Future," was
a Christmas program with singing, plays

and other performances, including the

Holy Angels Dance Troupe and the St.

Ann School Choir.

The event also featured a live

Nativity re-enactment by Holy Angels

residents, as well as train and hay rides,

outdoor games and a visit from Santa

A resident of Holy Angels in costume during! tnte

Festival of Angels celebration Dec. 2. b

Claus.

Lynn Leonard, past chair of H
Angels' board of directors, announ^

the "50 Gifts for 50 Years Campai]

surpassed its $125,000 goal, raisl

$225,000 for Holy Angels to hi

continue quality service to its resident

"We are so gratefiil to the mj
people who gave gifts," said Leom
"Giving to this endowment is giving

the future care of the residents."

Holy Angels was founded by
Sisters of Mercy in 1956. Progra

include Little Angels Child Developm
Center, Great Adventures, Camp He
and Cherubs Cafe «& Candy Bouquets W

I

I.E
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Ave Maria University

Institute for Pastoral Theology

NOWACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

FOR
FALL 2007
CLASSES IN

Charleston,

South
Carolina

Application Deadline:

May 15, 2007

MASTER OF
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES
Our Commitment:

Thcologtcai Education - Formation of Mind

Spiritual Formation - Conversion of Heart

Pastoral Orientation - Prudenttal Wisdom

Foundational Texts;

Sacred Scripture

Catechism of the Catholic Church

Writfngs of Pope John Paul II

Documents of Vatican II

1 983 Code of Canon Law

Catholic Liturgical Documents

Classics of Catholic Spirituality

Format:

One Weekend a Month

August - May
Three-Year Cycle

,ation or More information:

Institute for Paistoral Theology
Ave Maria University
1025 Commons Circle, Naples, FL 34119

Toll Free: 866-866-1 1 00

Fax: 239-280-2527

Email: ipt@avemaria.edu
Web: www.ipt.avemaria.edu

Fill
' AVE

i

MARIA
L.\lVtRSlT\ J
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Darving out faith

Parishioner sculpts new limbs for

hose in need
BY DEACON GERALD POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

GREENSBORO — Wood-carver

I'aul Nixon has literally left his mark

iroughout the Diocese of Charlotte, and

articularly in Greensboro.

A native of Dublin, Ireland who
omes from a family of carpenters and

abinetmakers, Nixon's more notable

/ood-based sculpting includes a crosier

le carved for Bishop Peter J. Jugis and

15-foot cedar tree he turned into a

leace totem pole outside Triangle Lake

/lontessori Elementary School.

In October 2005, he sculpted his first

. . . Healthcare with a heart.

Dr. E. Kelly Anderson is available to

help with all of your family's healthcare

needs. A graduate of the

Yale University School

of Medicine and the

residency program at

Carolinas Medical Center

- Union, Dr Anderson is

now accepting patients

of al

Dr.f, Kelly Anderson *.

ParisftaMier

Our Lady of

CNiRsolation, Charlotte

HOURS: V
•Mon, Tue.Th, Fn. 8:00 am -.4:00 pm

^Wednesday 9:00 am^ ;00 pm

Saturday 3:00 aWMQO pw. (by appt,;

i

An NFP-osify practice

"It makes me feel

good that someone

can benefit from my
gifts from God."

— Paul Nixon

bronze statue for Greensboro Fire Statiorv

No. 1 . But Nixon, a parishioner of Our
Lady of Grace Church in Greensboro,

recently received his most unusual

carving request— a stranger asked him
to carve a wooden leg.

It spurred a series ofunique carvings

for people in need of prosthetic limbs.

It began several months ago when
David Campbell inquired about the

possibility of Nixon making him a "peg

leg," which he could wear with his pirate

costume for Halloween. Campbell lost

his leg to diabetes.

"I have type 2 diabetes and, back in

March, I somehow got a blister on my
foot," recalled Campbell. "Within two
weeks, they started cutting my leg off

a few inches at a time until it got to the

point that it would heal."

Nixon, whose sister has diabetes,

was inspired by Campbell's positive

attitude, demonstrated by his wearing

shorts that revealed his artificial leg.

"I was very impressed about David's

view on life. It made me think more
about my sister and what she must go

through each day," said Nixon.

Nixon set to work on sculpting

Campbell's peg leg, complete with a

dragon guarding a pirate's chest with a

skull at its feet.

"I am the only one I know who has

one (a peg leg) like this," said Campbell,

who said it has changed his d)Tiamic with

children.

201 South Main Street,

Waxhaw

AUTHENTIC NEWYORK ITAUM ICE! 6gA«D OPENM
3 hot Dogs & Soda for $6 — includes free small ice for December

Authentic Italian ices shipped directly from New York!

Water ices: cherry, lemon, chocolate, rainbow, watermelon, mango,

pina colada, cotton candy, coconut

Cream Ices: vanilla chip, strawberry cheesecake, pistachio, vanilla,

cookie dough

Special flavor: spumoni

SUGAR FREE: sherry lemon

704-243-7336 Listen to 1190 AM (WIXE) for more specials!

Join our Oratomn Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHER
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves Cod's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more about serv/ng God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

Photos by Deacon Gerald Pctkay

Paul Nixon, a wood carver and parishioner of Our Lady of Grace Church in Greensboro, stands with David

.

Campbell, who wears the unique peg leg (pictured below) sculpted by Nixon.

"They are no longer afiraid (of my
artificial leg). This has really turned into

a fun thing," he said.

Before long, Nixon was carving a

leg for another diabetic man, who was
on welfare and was scheduled for an

operation to remove some of his leg.

"It really upset me that this man,

even though he was a stranger, would

be going into the hospital to have his leg

amputated," said Nixon.

"My main concern about diabetes is

that it is impartial, and we don't see the

deformities it causes because they are

silent and kept so hidden," he said. "It

makes me feel good that someone can

benefit fi-om my gifts fi'om God."

Nixon soon met Ralph Zeizler, who
had a severely deformed arthritic hand.

To assist him, Nixon made a cast of his

hand grasping a clay handle, then carved

for him a wooden cane in the same shape.

He then sculpted the face of Jesus with

the Holy Spirit on the end grain.

Nixon said Zeizler tried out the cane

and was "overwhelmed with joy."

"I am glad that this God-given skill

affects people in such a helpful, useful

way," he said.

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Mondi-to-mondi rentals withNO BUY-^IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 MBOTSWOCD
at Irving Purk.

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 FUnt Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Catholic a

on faith, Mary
pologist speaks

HAHN, from page 1

mission to bring the well-known Catholic

apologist to Hendersonville.

Approximately 800 people filled

Immaculate Conception Church for the

Day of Reflection featuring Hahn Dec. 8.

"I feel the outpouring of respect

from my parish, surroimding parishes

and people who came from as far away
as Indiana and Pennsylvania," said

Donecho, director of religious education

at Immaculate Conception Church.

"The respect for this man and the

power ofwhat he says to us touches us all,"

said Donecho, who served as the driving

force that created the day of renewal and

understanding of Catholicism, sponsored

by the Asheville Vicariate.

Capuchin Father John Aurilia, pastor,

supported the effort and opened the day-

long event with Mass.

"Advent is the perfect time to stir up

the water. Advent is not a routine, each is

unique," he said. "This is the perfect time

for Scott Hahn to stir up the water, so

Jesus really comes into your heart."

Hahn is a former Protestant minister

who converted to Catholicism and is now
a popular author and speaker.

He spoke twice at the conference,

in the morning about his book "Letter

and Spirit" that links Scripture to the

liturgy. His afternoon talk referenced

his book "Hail Holy Queen," which
addresses the three mysteries of Mary
— the Immaculate Conception, the

Assumption and the church's recognition

of her queenship in heaven through the

Scriptures.

"The more we learn about our faith,

the more we will love it and the more we
will live it," said Hahn.

Hahn said the Mass contains

more Scripture than other Christian

denomination's liturgies.

He recalled how, as a Protestant, he

would, study and analyze the Old and

New Testaments of the Bible, only to

learn the Catholic Church had aheady

reached the same conclusions.

"I would make discoveries and
ties between the two (Testaments) of

the Bible and think I had discovered

something completely new, then attend

Mass and hear the Scriptures read and

realize the church had known this all

along," he said.

"As Catholics, it's not asking too

much for us to reach a certain degree

of biblical literacy," said Hahn, whose
books and talks are often designed to help

initiate an understanding of Scripture

to fiirther develop and appreciate the

Catholic faith through the Bible.

"We have the Liturgy of the Word
and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Here is

the menu, here is the meal," he said.

Hahn also spoke about Catholicism's

Preparing for Christmas

Parishioners of St. John the Baptist Church in Tryon collect brown paper bags of straw to take home Dec. 3 as

part of an Advent project, "Prepare Him Room."

The parishioners remove the straw at home and are asked pray, make sacrifices and perform works of charity

during the Advent season. With each act accomplished, a piece of straw is put back into the bag. The bags ol

straw then will be returned and placed in the church's Nativity display

"The straw that the parishioners return will be placed in the stable to 'Prepare Him Room' as we prepare bofr

spiritually and physically for a resting place for the infant Lord," said Carol Keesbury, pastoral coordinator

respect for Mary.

"The moon doesn't rob glory from

the sun; the moon reflects the glory of the

sun," he said, meaning Jesus came to give

us Mary just as he gave us his Father.

"If a man gives you his own mother,

you can be sure he will withhold nothing.

Mary becomes the Ark of the New
Covenant," said Hahn.

Hahn hopes communication and

acceptance continue between the
||,|

Christian denominations.

"We share so much in common. The

differences are real and significant, but

the common ground is more important,"

he said.

Father Aurilia encouraged Catholics

to live their faith.

"You speak with your heart, you

make Scripture come to life," he said

Bam

2007 DIOCE/AN
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

CELEBRATION

— REGISTRATION FORM - due with payment by Friday, Dec. 22—

NAME DATE

DOUBLETREE GUE/T fUlJEf,**
iOUTHPARK

6300 MORRI/ON BOULEVARD,
CHARLOTTE, 28211

/ATURDAY, JANUARY 6 — 930AM — 230PM

THEME: ""EMBRACING OUR FUTURE^ DEALING WITH
OUR PRE/ENT, CELEBRATING OUR PAH"

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST AND LUNCH INCLUDED:

Adults $25- Youth $10 (RECOMMENDED FOR 6th-GRADERS AND OLDER)

This year's program deals with life altering decisions that affect the youth and adults in our homes,

communities, country and the world today, as well as the consequences of those decisions and

actions.

Our day will begin with our first annual "Youth Talk" series. This series will address the situations

that our youth deal with on a daily basis. Ms. Yvonne Tiandam, a candidate for the Master of

Theology Degree at Xavier University, and Mrs. Abong Ngranui-Fankam, CEO ofA Place of Hope,

Inc., will facilitate this presentation.

In addition, JNXY Productions of Durham will present an exciting, special dramatization of life in

today's challenging world.

Ending the day, Mrs. Barbara Hart will give a historical presentation exploring symbols used by our

forefathers in their struggles for freedom.

Registration form must be returned with payment NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22!

** One-bedroom suites available at the Doubletree Guest Suites (1 King or 2 Queen beds) for $99

plus tax per night per suite for January 5 and 6. Make reservations by December 16 directly with

the Doubletree Guest Suites at (800) 222-8733. Group code; AAM for special rate.

ADDRESS.

E-MAIL

PHONE _PARISH_

# AHENDEES COST: ADULTS @ $25 p/p YOUTH @ $1 0 p/p (up to age 1 8)

ENCLOSED $_ FORM OF PAYMENT

NAMES AGES (YOUTH, ONLY)

.
Money order or check attached (made payable to African-American Affairs Ministry)

Mail to: African and African-American Affairs

Diocese of Charlotte

1123 S. Church St.

Charlotte NO 28203
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Nativity re-enacted in Hickory

GRECCIO, from page 1

Franciscan Order carried on this tradition

•with their seventh annual Crib at Greccio

performance at the CathoHc Conference

Center in Hickory Dec. 10.

The choir and youth group from St.

Joseph Church in Newton provided the

music and the characters for the outdoor

Mass and performance, which included

re-enactments of St. Francis visiting

Pope Honorius and traveling to Greccio

for the live Nativity.

John Martin ofthe Hickory fraternity

rounded up locals to bring animals for

the re-enactment, including donkeys,

goats, cows and a llama. The people

attending the Mass and performance sat

on bales of hay or used pieces of burlap

to kneel in the grass outside the bam.

Members of the youth group
performing in the Nativity included

Daniel Aberle as St. Francis, Colin

Barrett as Pope Honorius, Tracy Schell

as Mary and Cristian Cabra as Joseph.

Kolbe Thorpe filled in as the baby Jesus.

'Trancis (at a young age) was a man
who was distracted by the world," said

Conventual Franciscan Father Linus

DeSantis, regional spiritual assistant to the

Secular Franciscans, during his homily. ,

As a young man in a wealthy family,

St. Francis enjoyed the privileged life of

medieval nobility and longed to become
a knight. He went to war twice before

dedicating his life to God.

Photo bv Eujen N. Sigmon

A child and a llama take part in the Crib at Greccio

at the Catholic Conference Center Dec. 10.

"The people of that time had lost

focus. The church and clergy had lost

focus," said the priest. "Through his

(St. Francis') longing, his searching, the

Lord called him. God told St. Francis to

'rebuild my church.'"

St. Francis went on to found the

Franciscan order before his death in

1226. He was pronoimced a saint by

Pope Gregory DC in 1228, and is the

pafron of animals and the environment.

Father DeSantis reminded those

present ofthe influence they can have on

the world, just as St. Francis did.

"Everything we say and do has

an impact. Everjihing we say and do

can guide, can teach, can inspire," said

Father DeSantis.

'It is good for us to be here today in a

place thatwe can focus ourselves," he said.

'Trancis gives us a new hope. He helps us

to realize the value ofour faith."

Thiz: Catholic §hopp2:
AT BELMONTABBEY COLLEGE

Searching for that perfect Christmas gift?

Find it herel

We have books for ail ages, religious and inspirational

artwork, statues, rosaries, jewelry, medals, crosses,

crucifixes, prayer and greeting cards, music, audio

books on CD's, DVD's, sacramental and general gift

items and so much more!

Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri

10:00am - 4:00pm

Tuesday

10:00am - 6:00pm

Saturday

10:am - 1:00pm

closed 12-25-06 to

1-1-07

(Bring tfds adinfor 10% q
yourpurcfiase of$20
or more in our store.

Offer expires Dec. 23, 2006

Conveniently located 10 minutes from Charlotte on
the Belmont Abbey College campus

1-85 Exit 26

704.461.5100 CATH0LICSH0PPE@BAC.EDU

www.BelmontabbeyCollege.edu

Professing the faith

Photo by Eoen N. Sigmon

Ismini Frieser and Betty Snipes (at right) prepare to make their profession to the Fraternity of Brother

Francis of the Secular Franciscan Order during Mass at St. Joseph Church in Newton Dec. 9. Also pictured

are Secular Franciscans Ruth Thoni (far left) and Marillyn Dunphy.

Secular Franciscans welcome two new members
BY ELLEN NEERINCX SIGMON

CORRESPONDENT

NEWTON — The Secular
Franciscan Order is growing in the

Hickory "Vicariate.

Ismini Frieser and Betty Snipes made
their professions to the order during Mass
at St. Joseph Church in Newton Dec. 9

and became part of the Hickory-based

Fraternity of Brother Francis.

Conventual Franciscan Father Linus

DeSantis celebrated the Mass.

"These ladies profess and embrace

the fact that they are aware that God
is with us," said Father DeSantis,

regional spiritual assistant for the Secular

Franciscans, during the homily.

"This is the joy that they seek to

communicate to us," he said.

During the Mass, Frieser and Snipes

were each presented with a Tau cross, a

lit candle and a gift, all symbols of their

professions to the order.

Before candidates can make their

professions, they must go through three

stages of formation.

First they go through orientation,

a 3- to 6-month period exploring the

Secular Franciscan Order through

discernment. Next is a 6- to 9-month

inquiry stage, during which they look at

the process ofbecoming members.

Following is a 1- to 2-year period of

candidacy, journeying with the fraternity

to find out if God is calling them to the

Franciscan way of life.

Frieser was bom in France but has

been in the United States most ofher life.

She has lived in Newton for 11 years.

Snipes, originally from Omaha, Neb.,

married a Hickory native and has lived in

Conover the last seven years.

Following Mass was a celebration

dinner for the members of the fraternity

and their guests.

Originally known as the Brothers and

Sisters of Penance, Secular Franciscans

are members of the third order founded

by St. Francis ofAssisi.

WANT MORE INFO?

The Brother Francis Fraternity in Hickory

meets the second Sunday afternoon of

each month. For more information, call

Marilyn Dunphy at (828) 757-9611 or

Frank Cogger at (828) 256-1453.

a
eeting!

^
- - »

^^The Catholic
^ p= Conference
VI I Center

www.catholicconference.org

1 551 Trinity Lane, Hickory. NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

info@ cathoiicconference.org
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Pro-life agenda has year

of highs and lows
YEAR, from page 1

pill" gained wider usage, despite concerns

about their risks to women's health.

The year 2006 brought highs and

lows to those in the pro-life community

working against abortion, stem-cell

research involving the destruction of

human embryos, the death penalty and

other threats to human life.

Conflict ofscience, ethics

When Bush vetoed the Stem-Cell

Research Enhancement Act July 19, he

said the expansion of stem-cell research

that kills human embryos would present

"a conflict between science and ethics

that can only do harm to both and to our

nation as a whole."

Among the Catholic leaders praising

Bush's action was Supreme Knight Carl

Anderson of the Knights of Columbus,

who said the stem-cell billwas "eminently

worthy of President Bush's first veto."

In a message for Respect Life Sunday,

Oct. 1, Cardinal William H. Keeler of

Baltimore said signs of progress in the

pro-life effort included the "enthusiastic

involvement in pro-life education and

activism" by young people and the

growing number of them "committed

to living chastely until marriage, a trend

that has contributed substantially to the

continuing decline in abortions."

The cardinal, chairman of the

U.S. bishops' Committee on Pro-Life

Activities, also cited growing public

sentiment against "the policy of virtually

unlimited abortion," and especially

against partial-birth abortion, and
"increased opposition, particularly

among committed Catholics, to the use

of the death penalty."

But he said negative developments

included FDA approval of RU-486
and of over-the-counter sales of Plan

B, as well as the "exaggerated or even

fi-audulent claims" made by proponents

of embryonic stem-cell research.

More disappointments came in

November, when Missouri voters, by a

narrow margin, approved a constitutional

amendment expanding embryonic stem-

cell research in the state and South

Dakota voters repealed a law banning

most abortions there.

Archbishop Raymond L. Burke of St.

Louis said that the Missouri amendment
"willcome to be regarded as the bellwether

ofhuman cloning" and "will further erode

respect for all human life."

The South Dakota law, repealed by

a 56 percent to 44 percent margin, had

drawn national attention as a possible

challenge to the Supreme Court's Roe v.

Wade decision.

Voters Nov. 7 also defeated measures

in Oregon and California that would
have required parental notification

before a minor's abortion, and approved

an advisory referendum in Wisconsin

that could lead to the reinstatement ofthe

death penalty in that state.

The day after the election, the

Supreme Court heard oral arguments in

the appeals of two lower court rulings

that found the 2003 Partial BirthAbortion

Ban Act to be imconstitutional because it

does not include provisions allowing its

use to protect a woman's health.

The court's decision in those cases

will not come until 2007. But earlier in

the year, the high court rejected for the

third time the use of racketeering laws

against abortion protesters.

The case dated back to 1986 when
the National Organization for Women
attempted to use racketeering laws in

class-action lawsuits against abortion

clinic protesters.

St.Patrick

^thedra

The Very Rev. Paul Gary

Rector

Rev. Mr. Nicholas Fadero

Deacon

Rev. Robert Conway
Parochial Vicar

Rev. Mr. Carlos Medina

Deacon

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES
4 p.m. - Children's Mass

6 p.m. - Family Mass

Midnight - Bishop PeterJugis

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m.

11 a.m. - Bishop PeterJugis

NEW YEAR'S EVE MASSES
Midnight Mass

Doors open at 11:00 p.m.

Bishop William Curlin

NEW YEAR'S DAY MASSES
9 a.m., 12:10 p.m.

1621 Dilworth Road East

Clnirlolte, NC 2S203 (704) 334-2283
Visit our website at wmnstpatricks.org

Come
celebrate the

Birth of

Our Savior.

Recovery efforts a constant challenge

in year after major hurricanes
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The

swath of destruction left by hurricanes

Katrina and Rita in 2005 put dioceses

from Texas to Alabama in the throes of

ongoing recovery efforts this past year.

The Archdiocese of New Orleans

and the Diocese of Biloxi, Miss., both

hit hard by Hurricane Katrina at the end

ofAugust 2005, took major steps toward

rebuilding, but full-scale restoration

was not even remotely attainable as

thousands of residents no longer had

homes, churches and schools remained

damaged, and community service

programs were no longer operational.

At the Texas-Louisiana border
— slammed by Hurricane Rita in late

September 2005 — rebuilding efforts

were well under way except in the

devastated area of the Diocese of Lake

Charles, La., where repairs were only

just begiiming a year after the storm.

"The needs are still as great as ever,"

Margaret Dubuisson, communication
director for Catholic Charities in New
Orleans, said a year after Katrina. "If

anything, the needs are greater as people

come home or attempt to come home."

Throughout the year, the agency

continued to provide immediate reliefwith

food, medical care and shelter, but it was
also inundated with long-term recovery

needs from counseling to housing, and

was involved in gutting destroyed homes,

remodeling apartments for the elderly and

helping establish new communities.

The New Orleans Archdiocese alone

was hit with $120 million in uninsured

losses from Hurricane Katrina. The
storm's damage forced six churches to

close permanently and 23 to temporarily

close. Sixteen schools were closed and

21 remained open during repairs.

The Biloxi Diocese suffered property

damage of $70 million and only half of

the damage was covered by insurance.

Thirteen churches were damaged, and

three did not reopen.

Katrina also destroyed five

schools and damaged 10. The diocese

consolidated six schools into three

and has been repairing 10 schools that

remained open.

Recovery on this scale, particularly

for individual homes, involved the efforts

of thousands of volunteers from across

the country who went to the Gulf region

with parish, work and youth groups.

Otherpro-life steps

Among other life-related
developments in 2006:

—Amnesty International considered

dropping its longtime neutrality on

abortion, prompting the president of the

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

to urge the organization not to risk "its

own well-deserved moral credibility" by

taking such a step.

—The U.S. bishops overwhelmingly

approved a document that encourages

married couples who use artificial

contraception to return to church teaching

and learn how natural family planning

can benefit the marital relationship.

— Catholic and Protestant
organizations went to court in New York

state to overturn a law requiring religious

employers to provide contraceptive

coverage in health plans offered to their

employees.

— Democrats in the House
introduced two bills aimed at reducing

the number of abortions in the United

States, but neither bill was acted on

during the 109th Congress.

— The bishops of New Jersey

expressed support for the state's

temporary moratorium on executions and

urged a commission created to examine

the flaws in the death penalty system to

make the moratorium permanent.

135,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too! j 1 1 •

(l^atholic
Caii (704) 370-3332 now!

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (&00) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas
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An ongoing march

for change
Debate. rallieSy rhetoric^ hut little

lawmaking on immigration
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BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — In some ways,

2006 ended as it began for the prospect

of immigration reform legislation, with

one highly unpopular bill that emphasized

enforcement waiting on a shelf, and

backers ofa more comprehensive approach

crossing their fingers that cooler heads

would prevail in the new year.

But between the December 2005

House passage ofa strict enforcement bill

and the end of the 109th congressional

session in mid-December 2006, the topic

ofimmigration was one of the liveliest—
and at times most contentious— subjects

getting attention around the nation.

Millions of people participated in

rallies and marches across the country

in the spring, calling for the defeat of

the House bill and its provisions that

would have criminalized the act ofbeing

in the country illegally, allowed felony

prosecution of anyone who offered

assistance to illegal immigrants and
penalized local and state governments

not actively prosecuting illegal

immigrants, which is currently only a

federal responsibility.

In the end, the main immigration

legislation that passed out of the 109th

Congress encompassed some provisions

in the Homeland Security Department's

appropriations bill dealing with security

improvements and Border Patrol staffing

and a bill to construct 700 miles of fence

along the U.S.-Mexican border.

Funding for the fence was not

approved. And before members of

Congress had even left town for

Christmas, New Mexico Gov. Bill

Richardson, a possible Democratic
candidate for president in 2008, was
urging the new Democrat-controlled

Congress to reverse the bill as it works

on more comprehensive immigration

legislation.

Rallyingfor reform

Ip the spring, a broad coalition

of churches, social service agencies,

unions, business organizations and
immigrant groups teamed up to organize

Join us in the March For Life

Washington, D.C.

January 21-22, 2007

Theme: ^Thou shalt protect the equal rijght to

life of each Innocent human in existence at

fertilization. No exception! No compromise!'*

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Sunday, January 21-8 PM — Mass at Shrine of the

Immaciolate Conception.

Monday, January 22 - 10:30 AM — Mass for North

Carolina pilgrims, Shrine of the Immaculate

Conception.

Celebrants: Bishops Jugis and Burbidge and priests

of the Dioceses of Charlotte and Raleigh.

Catholic Social Service

Diocese of Charioae

Rally begins promptly at noon, on Monday, January 22.

If your parish or school has a group attending the March for Life,

please call the Diocesan Respect Life Office at 704-370-3229 or

e-mail mnadol@charlottediocese.org.

CNS PHOTO BY Oavib Maung

Supporters of tighter immigration laws demonstrate in August outside the San Diego county administration

building, where the U.S. House of Representatives committee on government reform was holding a public

hearing on immigration issues.

some of the biggest rallies and marches

seen in this country since the Vietnam

War and the civil rights marches of the

1960s and 1970s.

Hundreds ofthousands ofpeople took

to the streets of New York, Washington,

Los Angeles, Chicago and Dallas to

protest the House bill. The crowds of

native-bom Americans and immigrants

urged Congress to instead pass legislation

that would provide a path to legalization

for the estimated 10 million to 12 million

people in the country illegally.

In addition to those big-city protests,

thousands of people in dozens of small

cities and towns took off from work and

school to join in asking for changes in

the legal immigration system to make
family reunification a more viable option

and for a guest worker program and legal

protections for immigrant workers.

C
C
G

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinaftineral.com

Steven Kuzima
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

A Senate bill that included many of

those provisions passed in May.

Action on immigration

But House and Senate leaders were

never able to even bring the two bills to

the negotiating table to see if there was a

compromise version they could get out

of their chambers.

Just days before Congress adjourned

in advance of the November elections,

the border fence bill was separated

from the original House bill and pushed

through both the House and Senate and

signed into law.

The get-tough approach to the border

apparently had little effect in keeping

its most vocal supporters in office.

Some of the most strident supporters of

enforcement-only legislation were not

elected or re-elected to Congress.

Exit polling indicated that many
people who had participated in the

rallies and marches in the spring turned

out to vote in November, many for the

first time.

Frustration with waiting for Congress

to act led more than a dozen towns to

pass ordinances intended to drive illegal

immigrants away. Hazleton, Pa., was
among the first, passing a law in Jime

that makes it illegal to rent housing or

give jobs to people who are not in the

country legally.

Hazleton's ordinance remained
under a temporary restraining order

blocking its enforcement while the law's

constitutionality was being challenged.

Through all this, the U.S. Catholic

bishops' Justice for Immigrants campaign

continued to educate Catholics about the

church's teachings related to migration.

As the year came to a close, the

bishops turned their attention to the

problems of minors who cross into the

United States on their own and how they,

are treated by the federal government.
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'Cufture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Mary not just for Catholics anymore
Protestants, Muslims showing acceptance ofMary

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: DEC. 1 5, 2006

BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASinNGTON — As publications

from Time magazine to Christianity

Today have discovered recently, Mary,

the mother of Jesus, is not just for

Catholics anymore.

Features on Mary are perennial

favorites for editors looking for a

religion-themed story before Christmas,

and in the last few years many of these

articles have focused on the increasing

popularity ofMary among Protestants.

Marianist Father Thomas Thompson,
editor of the Marian Library Newsletter

at the University of Dayton in Ohio,

points out that the expanding Protestant

acceptance of Mary is based upon a

strictly scriptural view of her, rather than

on any change in Protestant theology.

Some Catholic doctrines about Mary,

such as the Immaculate Conception —
the beliefthat she was conceived without

sin — remain controversial among
Protestants, Father Thompson said.

But as anti-Catholicism has waned
among Protestants, the barriers to

Episcopalians, Baptists and evangelicals

turning to Mary have faded as well.

"We're very happy to see others

taking an interest in Mary," he said.

Timothy George, dean of Beeson
Divinity School at Samford University,

a Baptist college in Birmingham, Ala.,

wrote recently that "it is time for

evangelicals to recover a fully biblical

appreciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
and her role in the history of salvation,

and to do so precisely as evangelicals."

George's comments appeared in the

December 2003 issue of Christianity

Today and in a 2004 collection of essays

by various theologians, "Mary: Mother

of God."

"We may not be able to recite the

rosary or kneel down before statues

of Mary, but we need not throw her

overboard," George wrote.

In the magazine, he quoted an early

20th-century Southern Baptist New
Testament scholar, A.T. Robertson, who
said Mary "has not had fair treatment

either from Protestants or Catholics."

Robertson argued that while Catholics

have "deified" Mary, evangelicals have

coldly neglected her.

"We have been afraid to praise and

esteem Mary for her full worth," said

George, citing Robertson, "lest we be

accused of leanings and sympathy with

Catholics."

George's article explained historical,

scriptural and theological reasons why
Protestants should embrace Mary.

"We need not go through Mary in

order to get to Jesus," George concluded,

"but we can join with Mary in pointing

others to him."

Another recent book, "Blessed One,"

is a collection of 1 1 essays about Mary by
Protestant scholars.

• In their introduction, editors

Beverly Gaventa and Cynthia Rigby,

professors at Princeton Theological

Seminary in New Jersey and Austin

Presbyterian Theological Seminary in

Texas, respectively, said their goal for the

book was to help Protestants think in new
ways about Mary, "blessing her and being

blessed by her."

"She is a person of faith who does not

always understand but who seeks to put

her trust in God," they wrote.

For Muslims, on the other hand, Mary
has always been a part of the picture.

John Williams, professor emeritus in

the humanities of religion at the College

of William and Mary in Virginia, is a

Catholic historian who has studied Islamic

civilization and religion. He and fellow

professor James Bill published "Roman
Catholics and Shi'i Muslims" in 2002.

It notes that two sections ofthe Quran,

the sacred book of Islam, are devoted to

Mary, known there as Maryam. She is

recognized as the purified woman chosen

to be the mother ofthe promised Messiah.

Islam considers Jesus an important

prophet, but not the incarnation of God.

Williams explained that, like

Catholics, Shiite Muslims believe in

intercessory prayer through saints and

other holy people. That includes Mary,

who is highly revered as a mediatrix

between humans and God, or Allah.

Sufis, another Islamic sect, also believe

in intercession.

In Svinni Islam, "the whole idea of

intercession is disputed," Wlliams said,

"just as it is among Calvinist Protestants."

Among the differences the leaders of

the Protestant Reformation had with the

Catholic Church was the growth during

the Middle Ages of devotion to Mary.

Reformers argued that Jesus was the

only mediator between God and mankind

and that "exuberant Marian devotion

seemed to them to threaten the clarity of

the Gospel message of salvation by grace

alone, through faith alone, through Christ

alone," wrote Daniel Migliore, a theology

professor at Princeton Theological

Seminary, in "Blessed One."

Muslims who seek Mary's
intercession, on the other hand, see her in

much the same way Catholics do.

Caring for Charlotte Area Cotholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

Mc,
1 FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hiil 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

Dec. 24, Fourth Sunday of

Advent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Micah5:l-4a

Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19

2) Hebrews 10:5-10

3) Gospel: Luke 1:39-45

The kingdom of

God is coming

BY JEFF HENSLEY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

I have a friend who bums with the

desire to proclaim Jesus, come in the

flesh, bom of the Virgin, walking among
us, teaching and sanctifying, crucified,

died, buried and raised from the dead.

He's an imperfect guy like the rest of

us, but he loves Jesus and wants everyone

else to love him too.

But he gets frustrated. I think he

sees the ideas and the scenes in today's

readings and wants them to happen now.

He sees the Micah reading that

points to the coming Messiah as one who
"shall stand firm and shepherd his flock

by the strength of the Lord" and whose
"greatness shall reach to the ends of the

earth," and he wants it to happen now.

He looks atLuke in which Elizabeth's

baby, John the Baptist in the womb, leaps

for joy in the presence of Jesus inside

Mary, and he leaps himself, aware of his

Lord's presence in our world.

His is a holy impatience. He wants

the coming kingdom to be the present

kingdom. He wants to have the moment
happen now when all the kingdoms ofthe

earth bow down to worship the King of

Kings and Lord of Lords.

His is a model ofholy impatience for

the rest ofus as we strain toward not only

the birth of the Christ Child at this holy

season, but toward the fiilfillment of his

kingdom: swords beat into plowshares;

the lion lying down with the lamb; the

poor and humble lifted up and the rich

and haughty pulled down.

And I seem to hear a refrain that

will carry us forward from the stable in

Bethlehem all the way to the throne room
of the Lamb: "O come let us adore him.

O come let us adore him. O come let us

adore him, Christ the Lord."

Questions:

Have you contemplated the coming
kingdom ofour Lord and how it proceeds

from the small and hiunble beginning

of the birth of a child? How can you
personally hasten its coming?

Scripture to be Illustrated:

"I have come to do your will"

(Hebrews 10:9b)

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 17-23

Sunday (Third Sunday of Advent), Zephaniah 3:14-18, Isaiah 12:2-6, Philippians 4:4-7, LwVs

3:10-18; Monday (LateAdvent Weekday), Jeremiah 23:5-8, Matthew 1 : 1 8-25; Tuesday (Late

Advent Weekday), Judges 13:2-7, 24-25, Lul<e 1:5-25; Wednesday (Late Advent Weekday),

Isaiah 7:10-14, Luke 1:26-38; Thursday (St. Peter Canisius), Zephaniah 3:14-18, Luke 1:39-45;

Friday (LateAdvent Weekday), 1 Samuel 1:24-28, 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-8, Luke 1:46-56; Saturday

(St. John of Kanty), Malachi 3:14, 23-24, Luke 1:57-66.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 24-30

Sunday (The Fourth Sunday ofAdvent), Micah 5:14, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1 :39-45; Monday

(The Nativity ofthe Lord), Isaiah 52:7-1 0, Hebrews 1:1-6, John 1:1-18; Tuesday (SL Stephen),

Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59,, Matthew 10:17-22; Wednesday (St. John), 1 John 1:1-4, John 20:1-8;

Thursday (Holy Innocents), 1 John 1 :5-2:2, Matthew 2:13-18; Friday (St. Thomas Becker),

1 John 2:3-11, Luke 2:22-35; Saturday, 1 John 2:12-17, Luke 2:36-40.

Experiencing difficulties in your marriage?

A Lifeline for Marriage

January 19 - 21 in Ralei^

Come for a weekend to rediscover your spouse under the

ministry of RetrouvaUle, (pronounced "re-tro-vye").

Designed to provide tools for difficult times, this weekend

will help married couples examine their lives in new,

positive ways.

Retrouvaille has helped many thousands of couples

experiencing everything from disillusionment to

deep misery.

For confidential info or to register: 336-297-0595 or retrouvaillenc@insn.com.

Visit our Web site: HelpOurMarriage.com
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AT 71, REBECCA
LOVES TO LEARN
NEW THINGS.

Regis Philbin's 'Jeopardy' win brings

Bronx Catholic school $50,000

(Same as when she was 9.] Yesterday, she tried tai chi.

Last week, she had a bit of tofli. Today is Friday and

Friday means chocolate cake! Healthy living with a

touch of sugar is her goal. It's what keeps her young

and what makes her happy here...

73eKlKIVI3VRKlatMARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

Sponsored by the Sisters ofthe Poor Servants of the Mother of God

(336) 8864103 or toll free (866) 627-9343

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.coiTi

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260 NP/GNR/yng3

BY CLAUDIA McDonnell
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEWYORK— Cardinal Hayes High

School in the Bronx has an extra $50,000

to put into its current capital campaign,

thanks to the man who is probably its

best-known alumnus— and thanks to his

success on the television quiz program

"Jeopardy," where information about

him might appear like this:

Answer: He's a television star and

talk-show host, but he's never forgotten

his alma mater.

Question: Who is Regis Philbin?

Philbin was a guest on "Celebrity

Jeopardy," in which famous contestants

compete to win cash for their

favorite charities.

Philbin chose Cardinal Hayes, which

he has supported in many ways over the

years. He also obtained 10 tickets for a

group from Cardinal Hayes to attend the

taping of the show that aired Nov 8.

It was a nail-biter, too. Going into

the "Final Jeopardy" round, the stage

of the game in which the winner is

determined, another player had more
cash than Philbin.

But Philbin's correct answer, and

the amount of his wager, put him in first

place — by $1. He threw his arms in

the air as Alex Trebek, the show's host,

aimounced that Cardinal Hayes would

receive $50,000.

"It really was a terrific victory,"

Philbin said. "I didn't think I was going

to win."

In the audience were seven Cardinal

Hayes students and three administrators,

including Robert Budelman, director of

development.

"The boys were ecstatic, and we
were all cheering," Budelman said. "We

walked out of there on cloud nine."

But not before Philbin invited the

Cardinal Hayes group to join him on the

stage. Also with the students were Father

Joseph Tiemey, school president, and

Frank Mosco, director of technology.

"We were just looking to get a

glimpse and thank him," Father Tiemey

said. "All of a sudden the producer said,

'He wants to see you onstage.'"

Philbin met each of the students and
,

then got everyone together for a photo.

Father Tiemey said, "It was a big hit

for the kids. He congratulated them and

told them he wanted to make sure they

continue to do well in school, and get the

most they can out of the Cardinal Hayes

experience."

Philbin is a member of the Class of

'49 and went on to graduate from the

University of Notre Dame. He's been

generous to both schools.

His gifts to Cardinal Hayes include

$500,000 to renovate the auditorium

in 2000; he also led the 1995 and 1999

capital campaigns that funded a $7

million endowment and the updating of

school facilities. He is honorary chairman

of the current capital campaign.

"He has a tremendous love and

appreciation for Hayes," Budelman
said. "He is gratefiil for the education he

received here.

"Whenever Hayes calls upon him, he

always responds. He's always willing to

do whatever he can to help the school,"

he said.

Budelman recalled that before the

taping Philbin sent a message to Father

Tierney asking him to "say a little

prayer" for him. Did that have anything

to do with the outcome?

"I think it did," Philbin said. "How
else could I have won that game?"
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Bishops' approval rating

highest since scandal

SURVEY, from page 1

by LeMoyne College in Syracuse and

Zogby International.

In the fall 2006 Contemporary
Catholic Trends survey, 71 percent of

Catholics said they strongly agreed (29

percent) or somewhat agreed (42 percent)

that "the U.S. bishops are doing a good

job leading the Catholic Church."

That percentage had been 83

percent in the fall of 2001; the U.S.

clergy sexual abuse crisis erupted in

Boston in January 2002.

Later that year the percentage

dropped to 68 percent and was as low

as 58 percent in 2004. In late 2005, 64

percent of Catholics said the bishops

were doing a good job.

The latest survey results, made
public Nov. 30, had a margin of error

of plus or minus 2.6 percentage points.

Zogby conducted telephone interviews

of 1,505 self-identified Catholics chosen

nationwide.

The poll also showed a high level of

support for the work of Pope Benedict

XVI and for local pastors.

More than 83 percent agreed —
45 percent strongly and 39 percent

somewhat — that the pope was doing a

good job leading the Catholic Church,

while 88 percent agreed — 69 percent

strongly and 19 percent somewhat
— that the pastors of their parishes were

doing a good job.

The recent Contemporary
Catholic Trends survey also
compared attitudes on various social

issues of Catholics who attend Mass
and those who do not, as well as

all Catholics' views on friendship,

trust, their financial situation, and
charitable giving and volunteering.

In all, 20 percent of the 1,505

The poll showed a

high level of support

for the work of Pope

Benedict XVI and

for local pastors.

respondents said they had left the church

at some time during their lives and 10

percent said they do not attend Mass in a

typical month.

Although 64 percent of Mass-
attending Catholics said they thought

priests should be able to marry, 8 1 percent

of nonattending Catholics thought so.

On artificial birth control, only 15

percent of Catholics who do not attend

Mass were opposed to it while 36

percent of those who do attend at least

occasionally were opposed.

The highest percentage of those

opposed to it — 43 percent — were

Catholics who attend church weekly or

more often.

Overall, 50 percent of Catholics

believe all abortions should be illegal; 49

percent disagreed and 1 percent said they

were undecided. Of Catholics who attend

Mass at least weekly, 60 percent said all

abortions should be illegal.

Only 30 percent of those who never

attend Mass agreed with the statement.

Fewer than half (48 percent) of

Catholics said the death penalty should

be illegal, although the percentage rose to

Attenlioii: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panicl...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving The Entire Charlotte Diocese Area

www.3wavplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

Accounting Manager

St. Matthew Catholic Church— Southeast Charlotte

Responsible for pteparation and oversight of all parish accounting functions. Requirements include:

bachelof's degree in accounting or related field, strong organizational, interpersonal and leadership skills,

strong business acumen and the ability to communicate in a dear and concise manner.

Send resume to:

Deacon Jim Hamrlik, St Matthew Catholic Church, PO Box 49349, Charlotte, NC 28277.

53 percent among those who attend Mass
weekly or more often.

In other results, the Contemporary
Catholic Trends survey found that:

— Sixty-five percent of Catholics

are satisfied or very satisfied with their

financial situation.

— More than half (51 percent)

agreed that "most people can be trusted,"

while 44 percent said that "you can't be

too careful" in dealing with people.

Among the general population in

2004, only 36 percent ofAmericans said

most people can be trusted.

— Catholics also have more "close

friends" than those in the general

population. Although 25 percent of
Americans said in 2004 that they- had
no one to confide in, only 4 percent of

Catholics said they had no one they

considered a close fiiend and 1 percent

reported only one such fiiend.

Over a quarter ofCathoUcs (27 percent)

said they had 10 or more close friends.

ORGANIST

St. Michael Catholic (Church in Gastonia is in need of an organist for the 10:00a.m.

Mass on Sundays. Responsibilities include playing for rehearsal at 8:45 am on

Sunday with the adult choir and then Mass at 10:00a.m.

Please contact Chiissy Glisson at 704-867-6212.

Trinity Boad is Hiring!

Trinity Road - the largest and fastest growing distributor of Catholic Christian books and

gifts - offers a great wori< environment, business casual office, competitive pay, and

benefits. Our office is located in South Chartotle, convenient to 1-77 and 1-485.

Inside Sales Representative

We are seeking an Inside Sales Representative to sell wholesale products to over 1,500

Catholic bookstores nationwide. The successful candidate excels in the following:

* Solid Understanding of the Catholic Faith

* Cold Calling and Customer Communication

* Sales Reporting and Organization

You will be responsible for researching and generating sales leads from bBde association

member lists and industry directories. The Inside Sales Representative will "cold-call" daily

to a list of association members. The position also entails sending marketing materials to

association members and follow-up communication with both prospects and customers.

You will also respond to inbound calls from customers and process all sales orders. Each

week you will be responsible for generating sales reports and mari<eting reports for

management review. You must be able to attend ti^de association shows twice a year in

various parts of Uie United States. To be considered for tills position you must be highly

organized and able to multi-task, woridng on several sales initiatives simultaneously You

must be proficient witti Microsoft Office products - particularty Word and Excel. You MUST

be able to wori< witti spreadsheets and sales database applications. You must be able to

operate in a fast paced, highly dynamic environment. You must be an outstanding

communicator with strong telephone etiquette. This position offers a competitive base pay

plus commissions. We will consider both

full-time and part-time (minimum of 25

hours per week) applicants. A college

degree is preferred. Prior sales experience

is a plus. If interested, please send your

resume, cover letter and three personal

references to kristen@tiinityroad.com.

Tjjinity

Administrative Assistant

Responsible, articulate, detail-oriented person needed to handle day-to-day management of

a financial planning office. Responsibilities include: client service, activity follow-up, filing,

scheduling appointments and maintaining contact management database. College

education and experience with Microsoft Office programs preferred. Flexible scheduling

from 24 - 40 hours per week during regular office hours. Close to Chariotte Catholic High.

Fax resume including education and work history to 704-540-7763.
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Bishop McGuinness students

win at IVtodel U.N.
KERNERSVILLE — Students

from Bishop McGuinness Catholic High

School in Kemersville took home awards

from a recent Model United Nations

competition.

Thirty-six members of Bishop
McGuinnness' Model U.N. team,

moderated by faculty advisor David

Seidel, participated in the competition at

Duke University in Durham Nov. 9-12.

Simulating a United Nations
assembly, students researched positions

on the country they represented and

worked with other "countries" to pass

resolutions on the issues presented.

M Bishop McGuinness' Model U.N.

M club, now in its third year, has won

numerous awards at competitions at

Duke University, Appalachian State

University in Boone and at Catholic

University in Washington, D.C.

Recent award winners at Duke
University included Brendan Cain, Mike
O'Shea, Heather Hofmann and John

Valitutto, representing Austria; Neil

Goodman, Mark Sowinski, Lohr Beck
and P.J. Dascoli, representing the United

Kingdom; and Matt Sutter, Evin Tomey,

Jake LaRoe, Terri Walsh, Justin Balser

and Craig Meadors, representing Iran.

"This is a team that we all can be

proud of, and one that will continue to

meet all of the challenges placed before

it," said Seidel.

rr

CouRTCSv Photo

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School's Model U.N. team and faculty advisor David Seidel (lower right)

are pictured at the Model U.N. competition held at Duke University in Durham Nov. 9-12.

Christmas in a shoebox
Teens help bring holiday spirit to

children in Zambia

DENVER — Teens in the Diocese

of Charlotte are doing their part to spread

Christmas cheer around the world.

Twenty-four teenagers and six adults

from the youth ministry program at

Holy Spirit Church in Denver traveled

to Charlotte to assist with Operation

Christmas Child Nov. 29.

Operation Christmas Child is a gift-

giving project of the Christian relief

and evangelism organization called

Samaritan's Purse.

It's a project with simple means to

a simple goal: Give a shoebox full of

gifts and Christian literature to children

in poverty-stricken countries so they

can know Jesus and feel his love on

Christmas.

The organization, based in Boone,

ships millions ofshoeboxes worldwide to

more than 70 countries each year.

The group from Holy Spirit Church

joined groups from seven states and

helped pack items including dolls, toys,

art supplies, personal hygiene items and

Bible stories for children in Zambia. The
boxes will be among the estimated 1.7

million boxes to be shipped from the

Samaritan's Purse Charlotte warehouse.

"For four hours they stood and
sorted, taped, packed, and best of all we
felt the love of God and the love from
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Youth ministry members from Holy Spirit Church

in Denver are pictured during their volunteer

work with Operation Christmas Child in Charlotte

Nov. 29.

others all over the country," said Kate

D'Amato, director of faith formation at

Holy Spirit Church.

"What an awesome experience to be

involved in such a worldwide charitable

project," she said. "It was a heart-

warming opportunity."

D'Amato said the youth group plans

to make volunteering with Operation

Christmas Child an annual event.

Ho uuonder me end up at the same place:

Belmont flbbay College, the 130-year-old

'Catholic College of the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeking?
Visit our website at

BelmontAbbeyCo1lege.edu to

team more about the Abbey,

our new Honors institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?

2006
Belmont Abbey

College
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Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

got monlis?
Our monks seek God.

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 "All-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Ofd-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

Why? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

I
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editorials and viewpoints

Baptismal names
Q. I'm curious about baptism names

today. In the past several years, Catholic

parents I know, including some of our

family, give names to their children that

are certainly not names of saints.

Sometimes they're made up from the

names ofrelatives, friends or even movie
stars. Is there any Catholic regulation

now about baptism names for children?

(Florida)

A. Before answering your question

directly, it is worth noting that the centuries-

old tradition of naming children after one

ofthe saints is still good and admirable.

Among other things, it is one way
of reminding them that they are part of

a long Christian line and puts them at

an early age in touch with the heroes of

our faith. It gives them someone who has

lived a holy and exemplary life as their

"patron saint."

Perhaps that is even more valuable

today than in the past.

If you're asking about specific

Catholic law on the subject, imder the

former Code of Canon Law Catholic

parents were restricted to Christian

names— saints or virtues such as Faith,

Prudence, Hope and so on. Pastors were

responsible for assuring that was done.

Over time those restrictions were

loosened, particularly in areas of the

world where cultural customs tended

to dictate the names of children. The
recently revived Rite of Christian

Initiation of Adults allowed a wider

choice for baptism names, "provided that

such a name is not incompatible with

Christian beHefs" (No. 73).

The rule today is: "Parents, sponsors

and the pastor are to take care that a name
foreign to Christian sensibilities is not

given" (Canon 855).

This obviously allows greater

flexibility than in the past. Its application

will vary from culture to culture.

Validity of baptisms
Q. My daughter, who lives in Ireland,

is a nonpracticing Catholic. When she

did not have her three children baptized,

I baptized them myself These children

are now in their 20s. Are those baptisms

valid?

Also, my grandson was sponsor for

the baptism of a child of his cousin, who
is not married to the mother of the baby.

Question

Corner

FATHERJOHN
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How could this baptism be allowed?

(New York)

A. For various reasons, apart from

mortal physical danger it is not proper

for someone, including relatives like

yourself, to baptize children without their

parents' knowledge or approval.

If the baptism became known, as

it easily might, it could raise serious

complications in later life concerning, for

example, validity oftheir marriages.

However, if you used water and the

proper form — "(Name), I b^tize you
in the name ofthe Father, and ofthe Son
and ofthe Holy Spirif— those b^rtisms

were valid.

If you are wondering about the

propriety of baptizing the child of an

unmarried mother or couple, that is not

unusual.

If, in the judgment of tbe pastor, the

parent frilfrUs the ordinary conditions

for baptism, promising to give the best

example possible in the circumstances ofa

good Cathohc life and to raise the child as

a Catholic with training in prayer and the

sacraments, the child may be baptized.

Ofcourse, the priest or other pastoral

minister who is preparing the parents for

the baptism will also do what is possible

to lead them to a fiiller Catholic life,

especially helping them return to regular

reception of the sacraments if that is not

already part of their life.

Afree brochure in English or Spanish

answering questions Catholics ask
about baptism practices and sponsors

is available by sending a stamped,

self-addressed envelope to Father John
Dietzen, Box 5515, Peoria, IL 61612.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

Christmas' true meaning
Sharing with others inspires good holiday tradition

Decembertraditions. Ihangtreasured

ornaments, follow my mother's recipes,

listen to holiday songs fill the air around

me. Another season of remembering,

loving and giving is upon us.

Apart ofChristmas is, of course, the

gifts. Some gifts become family lore, the

story behind them worth more than the

gifts themselves. A few come in small

packages holding great treasures, others

are long forgotten; some end up in a

closet still in the box with the thought,

"What were they flunking?"

But there are gifts we never put

away; they caimot be broken and they

caimot be taken from us. They are gifts

of our foundation — shared laughter,

kind words, encouraging smiles, a

moment spent in reverie.

Long after things are gone or

forgotten, the memories of the love we
shared with our families and fiiends still

linger in our minds and hearts.

When I was 7 years old, the only

child of devoted parents, they gave me
exactly what I asked for that year— a

Christmas with more than just the three

of us around the table. I had visualized

a Norman Rockwell version of the

holidays, where everyone celebrated^

with a table surrounded by people.

And that year, my parents invited

a needy family — a father, mother
and daughter— to join us for the day.

Getting what I wanted led to a lesson

in giving I would never forget, but it

was a lesson that took me years to fiilly

^preciate.

The little gjrl, also 7, walked into

our house and inmiediately ran to hug
our Christmas tree, sending ornaments

crashing to fbe floor.

She swept my dolls from their chairs,

tossed games in all directions, dismantled

my neat piles of toys and continued to

wreak havoc to my Norman Rockwell

momoiL In a few minutes, I suspected this

had been a tenrible idea and expected my
fadaex: to promptly return them to wherever

they came from.

Instead, when the meal was over, my
father began to gather up many of our

things— his only suit and good pair of

shoes, our coats and several other outfits

we put into grocery bags.

Before my father drove the family

home, my parents took me aside and

asked, "Kathy, which doll do you want

to give away?"
"I don't want to give away any doll,"

I pouted. Petulance does not end at 7, but

it seeks perfection at that age.

After a moment ofpersuasion, I gave

away the new doll Santa had brought me
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to a stranger, who I would see for the first

and last time on that day.

When my father left with the family,

taking my coat and doll and our leftovers

with them, I cried to my mother, "How
could you?"

"We have so much and you wanted
to share our Christmas. You should feel

good," she said.

When my father returned, he saw
my finstration and tried to explain that

this was what Christmas was really about
— giving to others.

"I gave the man my suit and shoes

because I have a goodjob, but he needs to

find work and it will be easier to get hired

ifhe looks nice," he explained.

"I gave them the coats because they

were cold and we have others to wear.

That little girl didn't get a Christmas toy

until you shared yours. You should feel

good that we could help someone else."

Atthetime, I didnot feelbenevolentor

generous; I felt cheated and frustrated.

My father held me in his lap and

repeated one of the life principles he and

my mother lived by: "You will never give

anything away that isn't given back to

you in many ways."

That night my father left to work
the 11 p.m.-7 a.m. shift at the freight

company, where he loaded trucks. He
returned the next morning with good
news — the lottery numbers he played

hit and he had won $500, a fortune for

my family.

The day after Christmas we drove

downtown to replace everything we
had given away only one day before.

My parents bought me another doll.

While I don't remember her name, I do

remember parents who gave without

reservation or expectation of getting

anything in return.

Every Christmas since, I remember
a family we never saw or heard from

again, a family that helped teach me the

real meaning of Christmas by allowing

me to share, reluctantly at the time, but in

a way that has touched my heart forever

— more perfect than even a Rockwell

Christmas.

Church, not politics, should save souls Letters to the Editor

Two items in the Dec. 1 issue were

troubling. First was the local bishops'

letter to members ofCongress, requesting

compassionate acceptance of all illegal

immigrants. Although fair arguments can

be made in favor of proper integration of

illegal immigrants into our country, the

letter ignores the respect Catholics are

expected to show toward the just, though

imperfect, laws of our land.

The catechism states that all countries

should employ reasonable means to

welcome immigrants, but it also states

that immigrants should respect the laws

of the countries they enter. Nowhere
in the lefter do our bishops mention

the requirement that immigrants obey

the laws of the coimtry of destination,

including those laws defining and
restricting legal entry.

Second, Jesuit Father William
J. Byron's column ("Ideology over

economics") argues the virtues of a

national health care system, using

Canada as the model ofperfection.

Too many of ow pastoral leaders

have a dispro]}ortionate obsession with

social issues that are matters of prudential

judgment aboutwhich reasonable Catholics

may disagree, while harboring Uttle interest

in teaching the doctrines of the faith about

which there can be no disagreement.

Instead of focusing on saving souls.

many clergy think their mission is to

challenge the state to solve humanity's

problems. The "state" solution is

antithetical to our catechism, for it

conflates the City of God with the City of

Man by fostering the notion that we can

achieve heaven on earth.

What would happen if our country

eliminated all the barriers to the massive

number ofillegal immigrants while enacting

a national health care entitlement for all?

— Joseph Lindsley Sr., Charlotte

— Joseph Lindsley Jr., Washington
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Sts* Timothy and Titus teach vital lessons

Pope urges collaboration in fulfillment of churcKs mission

VATICAN CITY — Preaching

the Gospel and keeping the Christian

community united requires the

collaboration ofall the church's members.

Pope Benedict XVI said.

At his Dec. 13 weekly general

audience, Pope Benedict focused on

Timothy and Titus, "two close associates

of St. Paul in his missionary journeys" to

the earliest Christian communities.

In St. Paul's New Testament letters

to Timothy and to Titus, the pope said,

it is clear that although he was a tireless,

authoritative preacher and founder of

many Christian communities, "Paul

relied on collaborators in fulfilling his

mission."

"It is clear that he did not do

everything himself, but counted on the

support of trusted persons who shared

his trials and his responsibilities," the

pope said.

"They teach us to serve the Gospel

with generosity, thus contributing to

building up Christ's church," he said.

The pope ended his main audience

talk quoting St. Paul's Letter to Titus,

insisting that believers should "devote

themselves to good works; these are

excellent and beneficial to others."

Pope Benedict told his visitors,

"Through our concrete commitments,

we must and we can discover the truth of

these words."

Especially during the season of

Advent, he said, acts of love and charity

will help "open the doors of the world to

Christ, our savior."

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
BenedictXVI s remarks in English at his

weekly general audience Dec. 13.

Dear brothers and sisters.

Continuing our catechesis on the

church's apostolic ministry, we now
consider Sts. Timothy and Titus, two

close associates of St. Paul in his

missionary journeys.

Timothy,bom ofaJewishmotherand

a pagan father, is frequently mentioned

in the apostle's letters.

Titus, a convert from paganism,

was brought by Paul to the Council

of Jerusalem, which sanctioned the

preaching of the Gospel to the pagans

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

while not imposing upon them the

precepts of the Mosaic law.

Both were sent by Paul on important

missions to the yoimg churches, ofl:en as

his representatives in difficult situations.

As we see from the New Testament

epistles addressed to Timothy and Titus,

Paul clearly coimted on the help of these

two collaborators in his ministry.

Timothy and Titus were likewise

prompt in accepting the responsibilities

entrusted to them by the apostle. May the

example of these apostolic men inspire

us to serve the cause of the Gospel with

generosity and thus contribute to the

building up of Christ's church.

The Christmas
dilemma
Balance needed between commercial,

holy aspects

Watching the film "The Nativity

Story" made me ask myself about the

celebration of Christmas that has arisen

from the humble birth of Jesus— which

Christmas do I celebrate? The birth

of Christ, or the super-sized holiday

indulgence that is as familiar as an

inflatable manger?

"The Nativity Story" depicts the

hardscrabble life into which our Savior

was bom. Jesus did not choose a pleasant

place to start his earthly ministry. Being

God, he could have been bom anywhere.

His birth could have been a reality TV
event, broadcast worldwide with a 5,000-

voice choir announcing that the King of

Kings has arrived.

; But I digress. The first Christmas

jwas not celebrated with video games,

J Santa or sugar cookies. Staying alive in

that time meant backbreaking labor.

And once the people of Nazareth

obtained some food and comfort, much
of it was taken from them by force in the

form of taxes by Roman mlers.

Despite this harsh world, the Nativity

remains the mostjoyful story in Scripture.

Over the millennia, it has evolved into

two distinct phenomena.

The newest version of this ancient

event is the "Holiday Season," a

commercial undertaking that begins

even before the Halloween costumes are

put away. It is fueled by the media hype

engine and measured in the gross receipt

of weekly sales.

The "Holidays" are a jumping-ofif

point for stuffing ourselves with toys and

food and parties. It's all great fiin. But

what does this have to do with the birth

of Jesus?

"The Nativity Story" seems to ask

that question as we watch humble people

cope with oppression, misimderstanding

and the challenges of scratching a living

from the earth. And to this band of poor

Jews comes the greatest gift of God,

"A Savior ... he is Christ, the Lord"

(Luke 2:11).

The other, older, expression of the

Nativity is a little more subtle. We see it

in the spirit of giving that is so evident

this time of year. I like to think that gift

giving is our meager attempt to imitate

God's extraordinary gift of his Son.

Of course purchasing a toy for a

child or putting a few coins in a kettle

doesn't come close to matching his

gift in the manger. But it is the best we
can do.

I try to celebrate both Christmases.

Giving and receiving is the great Yin

and Yang of our existence. In order to be

whole, we need both.

Without giving we become miserly

like Ebenezer Scrooge, measuring our

existence as we count what we possess.

At the same time, if our pride makes us

Catholics &

the Media
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unwilling to receive gifts from others, we
are "Bah, humbugging" our way through

life.

The lesson for Scrooge in "A
Christmas Carol" was that it is better to

give than to receive, but what about Bob
Cratchit? He received a prize turkey,

and Tiny Tim lived thanks to Scrooge's

ultimate generosity

Giving and receiving is like a wreath

ofholly, interlocked with another wreath

and another in an endless chain of joy.

The gift of the infant Jesus is there to

be received by each new generation,

completing a fimdamental transaction

with the divine.

I suppose that a lot of complaining

about the holiday season's excesses

stems from an observed imbalance

between the two great forces of giving

and receiving. Perhaps the holiday is

fovmd when we strike a balance between

graciously accepting God's gifls while

generously giving of ourselves.

Merry Christmas.

David Hains is director of
communications for the Diocese of
Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains@
charlottediocese. org.

A podcast of this column can be

found on the diocesan Web site at www.
charlottediocese. org.

Love so

amazing, so

divine

BISHOP
PETER J. JUGIS

BISHOP OF CHARLOTTE -

Christmas is a
time of Christ's

lovey mercy for all

God's blessings are around us

everywhere as we celebrate the birth of

the Infant Savior of Bethlehem!

At Christmas, God the Father reveals

his extraordinary love to us. Jesus is the

Love ofGod who has personally entered

into human history. Our experience of

the sorrow and suffering of this world

makes us long for God's love, and Jesus

is that Love who heals all brokenness

and sin.

Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict

XVI, has noted that those who encounter

the love of Jesus are left surprised and

amazed by this encounter, because Jesus'

love is unlike anything that we have ever

before experienced— a love that is self-

emptying, self-giving, and not caught up

in concern for one's own welfare.

Not only are we left surprised and

amazed by the experience ofhis love, but

we are also left with a desire to imitate

his love.

Those who encounter Jesus discover

a love that touches the deepest longing

of the human heart. It is a love which

the heart has always desired to know and

imitate, because it is the only thing which

brings fulfillment to the human heart.

Striving to imitate Jesus' self-giving

love leads inevitably to a discovery of our

tme selC just as Jesus promised, "Whoever

loses his life will save it." (Lk 17:33)

"Love so amazing, so divine,

demands my soul, my life, my all." These

are words that we sing during Lent, but

they are appropriate also at Christmas.

The Love that is so amazing and

so divine, which is revealed to us at

Christmas in the Irifant Savior, draws

out from us a response of love which

engages our whole being— our soul, our

life and our all.

Christ's grace makes this kind of

self-giving love possible for us. When
we ask for his grace to live out his love.

He will give it to us.

At Christmas, let us allow God to

move us once again to greater love in

imitation of Christ's love — a love that

does not count the cost, a love which

goes to the limit of forgiveness, patience

and kindness.

In my Christmas Masses I will ask

the Lord to send the blessings of his love

and mercy to you and to your loved ones.

May God grant you a Merry Christmas!
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'We're in a position to help steer how some of these practices evolve.'

Diocesan CFO leads

national Accounting

Practices Committee
Weldon will set arrange meeting, agendas for

USCCB committee
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BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Bill Weldon,

chief financial officer for the Diocese

of Charlotte, has been appointed as

chairperson of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops' Accounting Practices

Committee (APC), effective Nov. 1

.

In a letter dated Sept. 21, Weldon
was invited to be chairperson by Msgr.

David Malloy, general secretary of the

USCCB.
"I have every confidence that your

contributions of skill and dedication to

that committee will prove invaluable,"

wrote Msgr. Malloy in his letter.

The Finance and Accounting
Services Office ofthe USCCB assists the

bishops, individually and collectively, in

fiilfilling their roles as shepherds in the

church and in administering the church's

resources. The office's duties include

planning, developing and reporting

on the fiscal affairs and procedures

of the USCCB.
TheAPC was established in 1976 by

U.S. church institutions and theAmerican

Institute of Certified Public Accoxmtants

to develop agreed-upon guidelines and

standards for the accounting practices of

church entities.

The 12-member APC has been
an active advocate of the accounting

and financial reporting interests of the

Catholic Church since its inception.

The mission of the APC is to represent

the Catholic Church before regulatory

bodies in the formation of accoimting

and reporting standards that would affect

the Catholic Church.

"We are proud of the service that

Mr. Weldon gives to our diocese as our

chief financial officer," said Bishop

Peter J. Jugis.

"His appointment to chair this

USCCB committee is an added
responsibility, but he can certainly

handle it," said the bishop.

Give the gift of lifetime memories

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST OF IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May S'lS, 200?
Join us as we explore the sjjectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of ovir

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass
celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

foUdore, music and merriment!

spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

Beautiful Glendcilough - 6"^ century monastic site of St. Kevin

Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'Connell Street, shopping — PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/ fees. Hps and insurance are extra.

For a brochure with complete details, call Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost

Tours at (800) 713-9800.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Bill Weldon, chief financial officer for the Diocese of Charlotte, discusses financial matters with Stella Nell,

controller, at the Pastoral Center Dec. 1 1 . Weldon was recently appointed chairperson of the Accounting

Pradices Committee, which operates under the auspices of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

As chairperson, Weldon's
responsibilities include arranging

meetings of the APC and setting

meeting agendas.

"Our (the committee's) duty is to

represent the United States Catholic

Church in the areas offinancial reporting

and accoimting standards," said Weldon.

In practical terms, the committee

provides input to the two primary bodies

of the financial bodies: the Financial

Accounting Standards Board and the

American Institute of Certified Public

Accountants, Weldon said.

Having a diocesan employee on the

APC gives the Diocese of Charlotte the

advantage of being on the forefiront of

financial reporting and standards and

being in a position to provide input in

those areas, Weldon said.

"We're in the position to help steer

how some of these practices evolve,"

Weldon said.

Weldon's term as chairperson

will last three years, with a possible

second term.

"Through his years of service. Bill

has demonstrated his love forthe church,"

said Bishop Jugis. "We are grateful

for the sound advice and direction he

provides regarding the stewardship of

patrimony of our diocese."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.
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Christ in Christmas!
Special 3-day sale: Thursday, Friday & Saturday

*

Give a Catholic gift to help friends and family remember

the true "reason for the season"! Our stores are brimming

over with unique gift ideas— beautiful artwork, fabulous

gift books, jewelry and spiritual gifts for everyone on your

gift list— all at affordable prices.

Why Catholic? Special for December—
Paperback Cathechism — now only $8

704€55-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

nnaryinrimaculata.conn

704-342-2878
441 0-F Monroe Road,

Charlotte, 28205

Off
off all purchases

of $35 or more.

Present coupon. Not valid with any

other offers. Expires 12/23/06.
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Transforming the world
Christmas is reminder

ofgreatest gift given,

pope says

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY —
Making, buying and giving

gifts at Christmas should be a

reminder of Christ, the greatest

gift ever given to humanity,

•Pope Benedict XVI said.

Meeting Dec. 14 with

Rome university students after

they attended an evening Mass
in St. Peter's Basilica, the

pope said it is right to consider

Christmas "the feast of gifts."

"Christmas gifts remind us

of the gift par excellence, that

which the son of God made
of himself in the Incarnation,"

the pope told the students fi-om

state and private imiversities

in Rome.
Exchanging gifts

at Christmas time has real

meaning only if it is a symbol

See GIFT, page 8

CNS PHOTO BY Erich Lessing, Art Resource

Mary and the Christ Child appear in this fragment from a larger 1 6th-century piece by Bernardino Luini. The Dec. 25 Christmas

feast commemorates the incarnation of the divine word at the birth of Christ.

Do the children go or

stay behind?
Deportation orders split families

BY DAVID MYERS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

LIBERAL, Kan. —
Thirteen-year-old Jonatan
Delgado, a native of Los
Angeles, might soon find

himself learning Spanish to

survive in a country he has

never even visited.

From his mother's mobile

home in the western Kansas
community of Liberal, a few

miles from the Oklahoma
border, Jonatan explained that

next year he wants to play

soccer, if he can maintain his

high grades and balance it with

his job in the school library and

his activities at St. Anthony
Church.

His mother, Veronica
Delgado, wiped away tears as

See FAMILIES, page 6

CNS PHOTO BY David Myers, Southviiest Kansas Register

Redemptorist Father Mike McAndrew (right) has been trying to help the Delgado

family The children's parents, victims of unscrupulous immigration attorneys, may

be forced to move back to Mexico and leave behind their U.S.-born boys.
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Celebrating Christmas

Parishes, schools share

holiday spirit
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Answering

the call
Two women from

diocese choose Jives as

Dominican sisters

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Two
women with ties to the Diocese

of Charlotte have answered

the call to serve the Catholic

church as Dominican Sisters

of Hawthorne. And both can

thank Father Matthew Kauth,

pastor of St. Francis of Assisi

Church in Franklin, for his

encouragement and spiritual

direction.

"God has blessed us

with vocations," said Father

Kauth, who said he encourages

See WOMEN, page 4

Through the

generations

Immaculata School

celebrates 80 years

HENDERSONVILLE —
At precisely 2:20 p.m., a small

hand bell signaled the end of

the school day. The 10 students

left the three classrooms and

bid good afternoon in French

to their teacher.

That was 1926, the

year Immaculata School in

Hendersonville first opened

its doors.

In 2006, Immaculata
School celebrated its 80th year

with a number of events and

accomplishments, beginning

See SCHOOL, page 13

Culture Watch

Sisters and their press;

video game study

I PAGES 10-11

Perspectives

Making families holy;

New Year's resolutions

I
PAGES 14-15

ATTENTION READERS

THERE WILL BE NO ISSUE PRINTED FRIDAY, DEC. 29.

OUR NEXT ISSUE IS JAN. S. THE CATHOLIC NEWS &

HERALD WISHES YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS.
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In Brief
Current and upcomina topics

from around the woriof to your
own backyard

FAITH OVER FOOD

DAYTON, Ohio (CNS) — Some
college students barely know how they'll

feed themselves let alone 800 others

during the year.

University of Dayton student Joe

Melendrez is using meals he won in

a local Chipotle contest to spread his

school's Catholic mission of leading

through service.

Melendrez recently won three

burritos a day for a year plus four 20-

burrito parties.

The aspiring Christian rapper
imveiled his ode to the Chipotle restaurant

and then issued an open diimer invitation

to talk about faith, life, service work,

solidarity with the poor and equality, all

ofwhich are backbones of the Marianist-

run university's mission.

"I have a responsibility to share this,"

said Melendrez, who held one ofthe burrito

parties for homeless in the area.

"You live the Mariahist mission by
focusing your efforts on the well-being

of others and working to fix problems in

the community," he said.

Danielle Desmond met with
Melendrez, co-director of Marianist

involvement for the University of

Dayton's student government association,

because she "wanted a fi-ee burrito and to

meet someone new."

"But, more importantly, I learned

about the reasons he wanted to win (the

contest), which I think are beautifiil," she

added.

"He is very devoted. He is going

beyond what most people would do with

the burritos. He is sharing it with the rest

of us, just as Jesus taught us to do," she

said.

Desmond said she has learned to find

common bonds with people.

"Joe is helping the UD community
by bringing different students together

that would have probably never met and

taken the time to know," she said.

"I have always considered myself a

religious person. But, I never considered

sitting down at Chipotle, praying before

I ate my burrito and talking about faith in

a restaurant," she added.

Melendrez, who has shared a meal

with at least 80 people already, was
booked through late 2006.

"I've met with people fi-om all faiths

— Christian, Jewish, agnostic," he said.

"This has been rewarding, as I'm able to

learn and better understand their personal

stories and beliefs."

Melendrez makes announcements in

classes, at church and during speaking

engagements at local high schools. Some
people are acquaintances. Some reach

him by e-mail or through Facebook.com,

a social networking site on the Web. He's

even met with faculty members.

"His generosity and enthusiasm

for sharing his faith are great," said

Marianist Father Chris Wittmann, the

university's director of campus ministry.

"His initiative and creativity are very

commendable."

When the year of the burrito ends,

Melendrez will continue working on
his music. He said he's looking forward

to traveling to Catholic high schools

nationwide after he graduates.

Cuban cardinal meets with U.S.

legislators, calls visit interesting'

CNS PHOTO BY Larry Burgess, Unwersity of Dayton

Joe Melendrez prays during a faith-based lunch discussion at a restaurant in Ohio. His table guests are

(from left) fellow college students Danielle Desmond and Courtney Montgomery. Melendrez is using his

winnings in a local Chipotle restaurant contest— three burritos a day for a year plus four 20-burrito

parties— to spread his school's Catholic mission of leading through service.

Burritos for the soul: Student turns

contest winnings into ministry

HAVANA (CNS)— Cuban Cardinal

Jaime Ortega Alamino called a mid-
December visit to his nation by 10 U.S.

legislators "very interesting."

"It seems to me that they have a

favorable attitude, and at this time of

year, when Christmas is near and we
are so in need of peace and dialogue

among human beings, I consider this

mission interesting, very interesting,"

said Cardinal Ortega, archbishop
of Havana.

The cardinal met Dec. 16 with the

U.S. congressional delegation of six

Democrats and four Republicans.
"

"It was very pleasant. The legislators

were pleased with our conversation, and I

was pleased with them," he told Catholic

News Service Dec. 17.

"They want an improvement in the

U.S. government's relations with Cuba,

and they have addressed various issues

with Cuban officials," he said.

Asked about current prospects for

bilateral relations between Cuba and the

Diocesan
planner

> CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Church, 3016
Providence Rd., will offer the Catholics Returning

Home program Tuesdays, Jan. 9-Feb. 20. The

program offers a non-judgmental atmosphere for

inactive Catholics to become reacquainted with the

basics of their religion and to get answers to any

questions that they may have. For more information,

call the church office at (704) 364-543 1

.

CHARLOTTE — The Notre Dame Folk Choir

will perform a free concert at St. Matthew
Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy.,

Jan. 11 at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call

Elizabeth Davis at (262) 227-0376 or e-mail

emdavis@charlottecatholic.com.

CHARLOTTE — Join area Catholics in the

March for Life and pray for an end to abortion

Jan. 12. Participants will gather in the parking lot

across from the diocesan Pastoral Center, 1123

South Church St., at 1 1 a.m. and then march to

Trade and Tryon Streets and to the courthouse.

For more information, call Tina Witt at

(704) 846-7361,

CHARLOTTE — An eight-week study of Pope

John Paul II's teaching on sex and marriage,

Theology ofthe Body: The Church i Teaching on

Sex and Marriage, will be presented Tuesdays,

Jan. 9-Feb. 27. Classes will meet 7-9 p.m. in

the Annex at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon

St. Babysitting will be provided. A one-hour

film presentation by Christopher West will

be followed by discussion. Pre-registration is

required by calling (803) 548-3356.

CHARLOTTE — The St. Maximilian Kolbe

Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order will

host an inquiry formation session Jan. 20, 10

a.m.- 12 p.m. at Our Lady of Consolation Church,

United States, the prelate replied that

"everything depends on attitudes there in

the United States."

At a Dec. 17 press conference at the

end of their three-day visit to Havana, the

legislators said that dialogue between the

United States andCuba has begun, although
Cuban officials have not acknowledged

that "a new era" has begun.

The visit came in the wake of
conciliatory comments made Dec.
2 by Raul Castro, ailing President

Fidel Castro's brother who is acting

as president. Raul Castro said the two
countries should settle their differences

at a negotiating table.

The U.S. lawmakers did not meet
with Raul Castro, although they had
requested an appointment.

The two countries broke off

diplomatic relations in 1961, two years

after the Cuban revolution. The only

official relationship is through the

interest sections that were established in

Washington and Havana in 1977.

2301 Statesville Ave. Those interested in learning

more about the SFO and the Franciscan way of life

are invited to attend. For more information, call

Tom O'Loughlin at (704) 947-7235 or Kathleen

Zuckerman at (704) 455-7954.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015
Ballantyne Conmions Pkwy., hosts a First Friday

Women's Retreat, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. in Room 239 of

the New Life Center, following the 9 a.m. Mass.

The program for Jan. 5 will be "Schools of Prayer."

For more information, call Marie Grzeskiewicz at

(704) 542-9748.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT— Queen of the Apostles Church, 503

N. Mam St., will host a Faith Formation Series on

the place for the biblical ethic and lifestyle in our

21st-century consumer society, Jan. 2, 9 and 16,

7:30-9 p.m. No fees or pre-registration needed.

For more information, call Dermis Teall-Fleming,

director of faith formation, at (704) 825-9600, ext

26 or e-mail teallfleming@yahoo.com.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — The Reemployment Support

Group of St. Paul the Apostle Church will meet Jan.

11,7:30-9 p.m., in Room 8 ofthe Parish Life Center,

27 1 5 Horse Pen Creek Rd. If you are currently out

of work or looking to make a career change, join

us for encouragement, support and informative

topics to help you in your job search. For more

information, call Colleen Assal at (336) 294-4696,

ext. 226.

HIGH POINT— Immaculate Heart ofMary Church,

4145 Johnson St., will have an Open House Jan. 31,

for anyone who have questions about the Catholic

faith or to any "former" CathoUcs. The program will

include a brief presentation on our Catholic inquiry

classes, inactive Catholic program and continuing

adult faith formation education. A tour of the church

and refreshments will follow, for more information,

please call Larry Kwan @336-688-1220.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Reproductive health wording l<eeps Vatican

from signing U.N. document
UNITED NATIONS (CNS) — The

Vatican said it could not sign the U.N.

Convention on the Rights of Persons

With DisabiHties because of language it

contains on reproductive health.

The Vatican "understands access to

reproductive health as being a holistic

concept that does not consider abortion

or access to abortion as a dimension of

those terms," said Archbishop Celestino

Migliore, the Vatican's nuncio to the

United Nations.

But, he added, "in some countries

reproductive health services include

abortion, thus denying the inherent right

to life of every human being," which the

document affirms.

"It is surely tragic that, wherever fetal

defect is a precondition for offering or

employing abortion, the same convention

created to protect persons with disabilities

from all discrimination in the exercise of

their rights may be used to deny the very

basic right to life of disabled unborn

HIGH POINT— Immaculate Heart ofMary Church

4145 Johnson St. will offer a free Spanish course

on Thursdays 7-8:30 p.m. beginning Jan. 18. For

more information or to register call Nancy Skee at

(336) 884-0522 or e-mail Larry Kwan at hlkwan@
lexcominc.net.

GREENSBORO— St. Pius X Church and School,

2210 N. Elm St., are sponsoring a series of

workshops for women called Wisdom of Women.
Sessions will be held on the first Thursday of

the month, 9:30-11 a.m. in the parish center. The
group will be facilitated by parishioner and life

coach Lucy WeUmaker. The purpose of the group

is to create a time and a space for women to better

connect with their inner wisdom and move forward

on their journey in life. For more information or

to register call Lucy (336) 632-1940 or e-mail

coachw@lucywellmaker.com.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY—A Charismatic Mass is celebrated the

first Thursday of each month in Sebastian Chapel

of St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second St. NE, at 7

p.m. For fiirther information, contact Joan Moran
(828)-327-0487.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

SALISBURY — Elizabeth Ministry is a peer

ministry comprised of Sacred Heart Church
parishioners who have lost babies before or shortly

after birth. Confidential peer ministry, information

and spiritual materials are offered at no cost

or obligation to anyone who has experienced

miscarriage, stillbirth or the death of a newborn. For

details, call Renee Washington at (704) 637-0472 or

Sharon Surges at (704) 633-0591.

MOORESVILLE — A Support Group for Parents

Who Have Lost a Child ofanyAge meets the second

Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at St. Therese

Church, 217 Brawley School Rd. We draw strength

fi-om others' experience of loss and grief For more

iinformation, call Joy at (704) 664-3992.

'SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY — A Charismatic Prayer Group meets

persons," the archbishop said.

"For this reason, and despite the

many helpful articles this convention

contains, the Holy See is unable to sign

it," he said.

The convention was adopted by U.N.

members Dec. 13 by consensus. It aims

to, among other things, guarantee rights

for the world's 650 million physically

and mentally handicapped people and

end discrimination against them in

education, jobs and daily life.

Despite the Vatican's problems with the

document, "protecting the rights, dignity

and worth of persons with disabilities

remains a major concern for the Holy See,"

Archbishop Migliore said.

"While there are many helpful

articles in the convention, including

those that address education and the

very important role of the home and the

family, surely the living heart of this

document lies in its reaffirmation of the

right to life," Archbishop Migliore said.

Fridays at 3:30 p.m. in the Glenmary House of

St. William Church, 765 Andrews Rd. join us

for praise music, witness, teaching, prayers and

laying on of hands for those in need. For more
details, call Gery Dashner at (828) 494-2683.

FRANKLIN— The Respectfor Life group meets

the first Wednesday of every month after the

5:30 p.m. Mass in the Family Life Center at St.

Francis ofAssisi Church, 299 Maple St. All those

interested in promoting the sanctity of human
life are invited to attend. For more information,

contact Julie Tastinger at (828) 349-9813 or

jatastinger@aol.com.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

KERNERSVILLE— The Catechism ofthe Head
arui Heart religious education series for adults

will be held this fall in the library at Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School, 1725 NC
Hwy 66 South. Loretta Bedner will speak about

"The Gift of Human Sexuality" Jan. 11 at 7:30

p.m. For more information, call Loretta Bedner

at (336) 564-1040.

WlNSTON-SALEM — The Compassionate
Care-Givers meet the first, third and fifth

Thursdays of each month at St. Benedict the

Moor Church, 1625 East 12th St. This group

provides affirmation, support and prayer for

people who have cared for and are caring for

loved ones living with Alzheimer's and any

other chronic illnesses. For more information,

call Sister Larretta Rivera-Williams at (336)

725-9200.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event open to the general public? Deadline

for all submissions for the Diocesan Plan-

ner is 10 days prior to desired publication

date (Fridays). Submit in writing to Karen

A. Evans at kaevans@chariottediocese.org

or fax to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Dec. 25— 12 a.m.

Midnight Mass

St. Patrick Cathedral, Chariotte

Dec. 25— 11 a.m.

Christmas Morning Mass
St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Dec. 31 — 3 p.m.

Mass of religious profession

St. Patrick Cathedral, Chariotte

Jan. 3— 7 p.m.

Seminarian dinner

Chariotte

Jan. 4— 6 p.m.

Priests' Christmas gathering

Bishop's residence

Pope stresses solidarity with poor
in talks to diplomats

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Addressing ambassadors from wealthy

and developing nations, Pope Benedict

XVI emphasized international solidarity

with the poor and the "moral character"

of all economic activity.

The pope also spoke about the AIDS
crisis in Africa, pledging the church's

continuing support for those affected by

the disease and endorsing a prevention

policy based on sexual responsibility.

The pope spoke separately Dec. 14

to ambassadors from six countries, as

he accepted their credentials. In a group

talk, he said that economic and social

injustices around the globe cannot help

but provoke disorders and "an escalation

of violence."

In a speech to Lesotho's new
ambassador to the Vatican, the pope
noted that the southern African country

was facing the challenges ofpoverty and

food shortages.

"Economic activity has a moral

character, and to the degree that every

person is responsible for everyone else,

the wealthier nations have a duty in

solidarity and justice to promote the

development of all," the pope said.

He added that in a world ofglobalized

communications and trade this duty is

"all the more evident" and the means of

achieving it are more readily available.

The pope said AIDS had brought

untold suffering to millions of people

in Africa, including Lesotho, where
approximately one in five adults is

infected with HIV, the AIDS-causing

virus. He said the church will continue

to "do all it can to bring relief to those

affected by this cruel disease, and also to

their families."

"At the same time, it is vitally

important to communicate the message

that fidelity within marriage and
abstinence outside it are the best ways to

avoid infection and to halt the spread of

the virus," he said.

The pope made a similar point

speaking to the Ugandan ambassador. He
said statistics confirm the practical value

.

of a policy ofAIDS prevention based on

sexual responsibility and the promotion

of faithfulness in marriage.

In remarks to the African diplomats

and to the ambassador of Denmark, the

pope emphasized that the Vatican firmly

supports the Millennium Development

Goals and similar efforts to distribute

economic resources more fairly.

Christmas cheer in Lebanon

CNS PHOTO BY Jahai Saidi, Reuters

Two men dressed as Santa Claus spread Christmas cheer in the largely empty commercial district of

Beirut, Lebanon, Dec. 19. Pro-Syrian supporters have been holding protests nearby against the U.S.-

backed government of Lebanon.

NJ. legislators reject bishops'
TRENTON, N.J. (CNS)— Rejecting

the advice of New Jersey's Catholic

bishops, the state Legislature approved

a bill allowing civil unions for same-sex

couples, giving them all the rights and

privileges available to married couples

under state law.

Gov. Jon Corzine has said he will sign

the bill, vmtten after the N.J. Supreme
Court ruled in October that the state's

ban on same-sex marriages resulted in

"the unequal dispensation of benefits and

privileges to one of two similarly situated

classes of people." The court had set a

180-day deadline for the Legislature to

revise the marriage laws to provide for

equal treatment of same-sex couples.

The bishops, in an open letter to

advice, approve civil unions
legislators Dec. 6, said: "Please know
that we share your desire to bring about a

law that will treat people with justice and

respect," adding that "a need forjustice ...

may indeed exist" in such areas as health

and retirement programs, property rights,

tax advantages and inheritance laws.

But "this need should not be
determined solely on the basis ofa sexual

relationship," said the bishops. Many
other people — "elderly siblings, single

mothers and grandmothers caring for a

dependent child, to name a few"— also

need access to such benefits, they added.

"If New Jersey is to be a leader in

the nation in terms of equitable treatment

of its people, let it be a leader in how it

treats all of its people," they added.
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Women from diocese

choose lives as religious

WOMEN, from page 1

vocations to the priesthood and religious

life in his parish.

Father Kauth said he has spoken to

several women in his parish about the

religious life. Ofthese, four have explored

orders and two are currently in formation.

Many young women don't consider

a religious vocation because they don't

meet sisters and the option is presented

to them, Father Kauth said.

Sister Catherine Marie took her first

vows Sept. 14 with the Dominican Sisters

of Hawthorne in Hawthorne, N.Y.

Sister Catherine Marie is the third

member of her family to choose religious

life as a vocation. Her father, the late

Deacon Richard Kauth, was ordained to

the permanent diaconate in 1992. Her

brother is Father Kauth of St. Francis of

Assisi Church.

"From the time I was a little girl in

Illinois, I wanted to be a nurse," said

Sister Catherine Marie. "I had no idea

that the road to nursing would lead me to

religious life."

"One night I helped care for a little

boy who had broken his arms," she said.

"His parents weren't with him, so I tried

to console him. He fell asleep eventually,

holding my hand. I knew then that I

wanted to be a pediatric nurse."

In 2002, Sister Catherine Marie and

her mother, Sharon Kauth, were helping to

organize retreats and talks given by priests

for women in the Diocese of Charlotte.

She also attended a conference on Pope

John Paul II's Theology of the Body.

"I began to see I needed to choose

a vocation: marriage or religious live,"

she said.

One night she was reading fi'om the

Gospel of Matthew where Christ speaks

on marriage and the consecrated life.

"I was sad, thinking it was too late

for me to choose and I began to pray,"

Sister Catherine Marie said. "Then, in the

next chapter I read the parable about the

late workers who receive the same wage
as the early ones. God spoke to me in

prayers: it was not too late."

Sister Catherine Marie was directed

to two nursing religious orders; one was
the Hawthorne Dominicans. About a

month later, she visited the motherhouse.

Rosary Hill Home.

CouRTCSY Photo

Sister Catherine l^arie maizes her profession of

vows as a Dominican Sister of Hawthorne at the

motherhouse's Chapel of Our Lady of the Rosary in

Hawthorne, N.Y, Sept. 1 4. Her profession followed

a year of study, prayer and service as a postulant

and two years as a novice.

As she prayed in the chapel at

Rosary Hill Home, she knew God was
calling her, she said.

"It was the easiest and the hardest

decision I ever made," she said. "It was
easy because I knew I was following God's

call, but hard because I had to leave family,

fiiends, my house and work I loved."

Marian Morales-Nazario, whose
home parish is St. Francis of Assisi,

entered the Dominican Sisters of

Hawthorne as a postulate Nov. 28.

A native of Puerto Rico, Morales-

Nazario attended the University ofPuerto

Rico and worked as a compensation and

benefits specialist.

"I was living a very 'successfiil life'

that had no meaning or purpose," said

Morales-Nazario, who said Father Kauth

has been her spiritual director.

Morales-Nazario began her

discernment process in her diocese in

Puerto Rico.

"That's when I became aware of it:

God had been calling me all my life, but I

just wasn't paying attention," she said.

Morales-Nazario's sister has also

chosenthereligiouslife.MariberMorales-

Nazario is a Holy Spirit Adoration

("Pink") Sister in St. Louis, Mo.
"I'm overwhelmed with joy after

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
of January:

Rev. Vincent Erb 2005

Rev. Msgr, Eugene H. Livelsberger 1987

Rev. Msgr, Lavffence Newman 1 981

Rev, Arthur J, Racette 1975

Rev.TomStott 2005

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Seminarian installed as lector
Eckert among 22 theologians installed during Mass

COLUMBUS, Ohio — John J.

Eckert, a seminarian for the Diocese of

Charlotte, recently took another step

toward the priesthood.

Eckert was among 12 seminarians

installed as lectors and 10 installed

as acolytes by Bishop Thomas J.

Olmsted of Phoenix at the Pontifical

College Josephinum in Columbus,
Ohio Nov. 19.

The Mass and installation for the

seminarians of 12 dioceses were held in

St. Turibius Chapel in the company of

visiting priests, families ofthe candidates

and benefactors and friends of the

Josephinum.

Once termed minor orders, the

ministries of lector and acolyte are

conferred on first- and second-year

theologians prior to their diaconate and

priestly ordinations.

Once installed as lectors, the first-

year students are commissioned to read

the Word of God in liturgical assembly

and to participate in instruction of
catechesis to prepare lay men and women
to receive the sacraments.

During the ceremony, Eckert and
the other candidates knelt before Bishop

Ohnsted, who held out the Lectionary for

them to touch.

"Take this book ofholy Scripture, and

be faithfial in handing on the Word ofGod
so that it may grow strong in the hearts of

his people," said Bishop Olmsted.

The candidates for acolytes are

second-year students who are entrusted

with the duty of attending to the altar and

assisting the deacon and priest in Mass,

as well as distributing Communion.
They may also expose the Blessed

Sacrament for adoration and have the

authority to instruct any laity appointed

to assist in Mass.

CouRTBv Photo

John Eckert (left), a seminarian of the Diocese of Charlotte, was recently installed as a lector by Bishop

Thomas J. Olmsted (center) of Phoenix at the Pontifical College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio, Nov. 1 9.

Also pictured is Msgr. Paul Langsfeld, rector and president of the Josephinum.

accepting God's call," said Morales-

Nazario. "I feel my life has a meaning and

a purpose, and I'm happy inside out."

"What excites them is the idea that

they've been created to be the bride of

Christ," Father Kauth said. "They are

excited to have Jesus as their first love,

their spouse."

It's news and
inspiration about

the Diocese of Charlotte!

Bishop Jugis visits DocPod
this week.

Subscribe today
— it's FREE!
Check it out at

www.CharlotteDiocese.org.
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175 years of Mercy
Sisters of Mercy celebrate anniversary

of religious community's founding

BELMONT— The Sisters ofMercy
of the Americas recently celebrated

the 175th anniversary of their religious

community.

The sisters celebrated Foundation

Day with a special luncheon at the

Mercy Administration Center in Belmont

Dec. 12, marking the founding of

the community by Mother Catherine

McAuley in Dublin, Ireland in 1831.

Since then, the Sisters of Mercy
have spread worldwide, honoring Mother

McAuley's dedication to serve the poor,

sick and uneducated.

"As the needs of the church change,

the Sisters of Mercy endeavor to meet

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzima
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church ajid

Knights ofColumbus

"As the needs of

the church change,

the Sisters of Mercy
endeavor to meet
those needs,"

— Mercy Sister Paulette

Williams

those needs," said Mercy Sister Paulette

Williams, president of the Sisters of

Mercy ofNorth Carolina.

"As we celebrate this 175th
anniversary of our founding, we also

celebrate and give thanks to God for

all who have journeyed with us, for our

benefactors, co-workers and for our

volunteers who have made it possible for

us to share our works of mercy with the

people of God," she said.

The Sisters of Mercy Regional

Commimity ofNorth Carolina originated

from the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy,

now known as the Sisters of Charity of

Our Lady of Mercy, which was foimded

by Bishop John England in Charleston,

S.C.in 1821.

In 1862, three sisters arrived in

Wilmington, N.C. to nurse the victims of

yellow fever but returned to Charleston

after a few months. It was in 1869 that

then-Bishop (later Cardinal) James
Gibbons requested the sisters come and

start a convent in Wilmington.

The sisters started the first Catholic

school there, and continued to open schools

Catholic Family EXPO
Belmont Abbey College

April13- 15, 2007

Formationfor Vocations
Be transformed to fully embrace your vocation

Learn how to prepare your children for God's call

Dr. Ray
Guarendi

Fr. Frank

Pavone
Dr. William

Theirfelder

Gail

Buckley

Learn more and register:

www.catholicfamilvexpo.orq

Or call 704-455-7233

Courtesy Photo

Mercy Sister Bernadette McNamara, president and CEO of Catherine's House, and Alex Sanchez, board

member of Well of Mercy, are pictured during a luncheon in Belmont Dec. 12, celebrating the 175th

anniversary of the Sisters of Mercy

throughout North Carolina and in 1892

established a motherhouse in Belmont.

Through the years the sisters

established and staffed many ministries,

such as Mount St. Joseph Academy
in Hickory; St. Joseph Hospital in

Asheville; Mercy Hospital in Charlotte;

and St. Ann's Orphanage, Cathedral

Grade School, Sacred Heart Campus
School, Sacred Heart Academy, Sacred

Heart College and St. Leo's Jr. Military

School in Belmont.

The Sisters ofMercy were the first to

staff many of the Diocese of Charlotte's

Catholic schools, including Charlotte

Catholic High School and O'Donoghue
(now St. Patrick) School in Charlotte;

St. Michael School in Gastonia; St.

Lawrence (now Asheville Catholic)

School in Asheville; and Sacred Heart

School in Salisbviry.

Currently the Sisters of Mercy
continue to minister in parishes, hospitals,

schools and clinics.

Pope Paul VI opened Mother
McAuley's cause for sainthood in 1978.

Pope John Paul II in 1990 declared her

venerable, signifying the completion of

the first major step to sainthood.

The second step is beatification. After

one miracle attributed to her intercession

is verified, she may be declared blessed.

The third step is canonization. A
second miracle verified by the church is

ordinarily required before the candidate

can be proclaimed a saint.

Sisters ofMercy ministries

Sponsored ministries include:

— Holy Angels, a network of

residences and a developmental
center for the mentally challenged and

medically fi-agile;

— House of Mercy, a residence for

people living with HIV/AIDS;
— Catherine's House, providing

temporary housing for women and
women with children who are homeless;

— Sisters of Mercy Services, which

operates three urgent care facilities,

outreach health care services, rehab and

substance abuse programs;

— McAuley Center, which offers

spiritual, theological and scriptural

educational programs, sacramental

preparation and retreats;

— Well of Mercy, which offers

spiritual companionship, emotional

support, hospitality and quiet sanctuary

for adults in need of temporary respite

from daily demands.

WANT MORE INFO?

To learn more about the Sisters of

Mercy of North Carolina, go online at

www.mercync.org or call (704) 829-5260.

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^9
reputation of over 1 8 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOTSWOCC)
at IrtHng Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

|™ 3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Deportation orders split

families

FAMOJES, from page 1

she listened. It's likely that by early 2007
the life that har boys — Jonatan, Saul,

12; Alexis, 8; andAlan, 5— have known
since birth will come to a arashing end.

VmHiica and her husband, Saul, are

among hundreds of Kansas immi^anls
whose encounters with unscrupulous

attorneys may mean an end to the lives

they've built in the United Stales.

Theattorneyscon\incedtheDelgados
and others that to stay in the country they

could apply for political asyhim— tbey

didn't qualify fcH- it but tfa^ didn't know
that The lawyns diarged hundreds of

dollars to file die paperw ork.

Now Saul Delgadohas beendqHKted
to Mexico and his wife could be next
They and odier parents agonize over

whether to leave their U.S. citizen

children in this country, or take them
to Mexico, whore they will likely &ce
impoverished conditicms.

The childroi have never been to

Mexico," V(Wonica Delgado said. "Tbey
don't know Mexico. Th^ dtm't read or

write Spanish well. They want to stay in

school and be with tfaeir Maids. Their

life is hae."

Like Jcmatan, Saul was bran in Los
Angeles, and their two younger iHotfieis

were bom in Kansas.

Redemporist Father Mike
McAndrew, pastor of St. Anthony
Church in Liberal, is part of the

Redemptorist Hispanic Missionary
Team in the Diocese ofDodge City.

In 2004, whoi a Liberal man widb

three U.S. citizen chfldren was deptnted

after falling victim to what Father

McAndrew called a local attorney's

"asylum scam," he organized a meeting

for others^o mig^ have had problems
with the attraney.

"We expected 15 or so people to

come fcHward," he said. "That evoiing

we had 47 people. We found diat (amcmg
them) diey had 53 U.S. citizm dnldron,

several ofwhom were already teonagets.

"In the next few months, more than

100 victims of the scam came to our

attention," he said.

And that's just in Liboral. Fadier

McAndrew believes there may be
thousands ofvictims in Kansas.

"The scam was to have people
•who did not qualify aq[q>ly for political

asylum," Father McAndrew explained.

"They charged $1,500 or more to begin

each application."

"Most of those scammed had been

in this country far more tiian 10 years,

waiting and hoping for relief from
their immigration status," he said.

"The temptation to try to come out of
the shadows of the ^undocumented'
overcame the fear that fliis was too good
to be true."

Saul Delgado had been in the United

States 18 years when he met attmney

James Phillips and his wife, Alicia

Morales-Phillips. After waiting nearly 1

3

years for immigration red tape to clear,

he turned to Phillips.

Saul Delgado socm found himself in

a "hardship hearing," trying to convince

an immigratim judge that dqKHting him
and his wife would cause undue hardship

to their four citizen children.

He was dqmrted to his hometown
of La Soledad in the state of Durango
in October. He is ineligible to ^pply to

return to die United States far 10 years.

Phillips and his wife have been
arrested and charged with multiple

counts of filing forged documents.
Phillqis pleaded innocent at his first court

iqqiearance Dec. 8 in Widuta.

Mraales-Phillips is also being sued

by die Kansas attorney general, alleging

that she tock. advantage of her clients'

lack of English sidUs to file documents

that contained errors.

Of 10 hardship hearing with whidi
Fadier McAndrew has heea involved,

nraie has resulted in a cancellation of

deportation orders.

He attributes that to what he sees as

die court's incrarect assessment of die

curroit social and educational climate in

Mexico, as well as its misinterpretation

of "excqptional and extremely unusual

harddiip."

"It would be hard to find any
hardship tbat would satisfy Ibe court that

I witoessed," Fatfm'McAndrew said.

"We're talking (about) separating

children fivm Ibeir parents," he said,

"or sending them to live in poverty

conditions, where there may be no
educatirai at aU, ra- at die very least, a

system fliat's &r infonior to our own."

At Veronica Delgado's Sept. 29
hardship hearing in Kansas City, she

raised concons about Mexico's poor

educational system.

Paula Davis, assistant chief counsel

fiH'tlKDqpartmoitofHomeland Securify,

countered with a State Department report

fliat read, in part, "Education is raie of

Mexico's greatest priorities." Davis said

emoUnteat in public sdiools in Mexico
had increased in recCTit years.

In upholding the depratation order.

Judge Jennie Giambastiani concluded

Delgado'sclaimofsubstandardeducation
was "unsubstantiated."

Since die hearing, Fadier McAndrew
has found a 2005 Rand Coip. rqxnt diat

notes: "Many of die sdiools (in Mexico)

lade basic infiastmcture equijanoit such

asbathrooms, cement floors, student desks

and blackboards. Teachers often have to

wo^ with very limited resources and few
schools have lilvaries, cc^io- machines,

and computers with Internet access."

VanmicaDelgado's dqxirtationrader
hasbeen ai^iealed.FatherMcAndrewsaid

he hopes the appeal is not only granted,

but immi^^on courts will revise their

understanding of "exceptional and
extremely unusual hardship."

"The inability of die judge in this

case to find on behalfofthe respondoit is

unbelievably cruel," Fadier McAndrew
said. "While Congress struggles with the

cranplexities ofour immigration law, it is

urgent that the most vuln^able victims of
the harshness of our brokra immigration

system be protected.

"It should be craisidered die right

of citizen childrai to have dieir parents

granted legal residency. It is die least we
can do to protect diese children," he said.

Archbishop decries immigration

raids at plants in six states
DENVER (CNS)— The archbishop

ofDenver decried the immigration raids

ctmducted at meatpacking plants in six

states Dec. 12 by federal authorities to

arrest woricers in the country illegally

who were suspected ofparticipating in an

id^tify dieft scam.

"The mass arrest of unauthorized

wcnicars inColoradoand across thecountry

this week once again puts a human face

on the flaws in our immigration system,

a system diat needs immediate and very

s«ious reform," Archbishop Charles J.

Chaput said Dec. 13.

The Catholic Church supports the law

and respects law enforcement officers, he

said. But Catholics must question why
die federal action occurred so close to

Christmas and on the feast of Our Lady
ofGuadahqie, a spedal day in the church,

particularly for Hispanics, he said.

Many of the affected workers are

Hispanic. The raids were conducted

at plants run by Swift & Co., a meat
processor based in Greeley, Colo.

Federal agents targeted the Greeley

plant as well as plants in Nebraska,

Texas, Utah, Iowa and Minnesota. The six

fecilities handle aU of Swift's domestic

beef{vocessing and more tiian 75 percent

of its poik processing.

Immigration and Customs
Enforcement said in a Dec. 13 news
release it had arrested 1 ,282 people at the

sixplantson "administrative immigration
violations." The arrests were "part

of an ongoing worksite enforcement

investigation into immigration
violations and a massive identity

theft scheme that has victimized U.S.

citizens and lawful U.S. residents."

Of those arrested, 65 also were
charged widi criminal violations related

to identity theft or oflier violations, such

as re-entmng the United States after being

deprated. Many of those being held were

from Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador,

Peru, Laos, Sudan and Ethiopia.

Archbishop Chaput said that as he has

stated many times "the church supports

the law. She supports our nation's right

to regulate immigration and secure our

borders for the common good of all

citizens. We also deeply respect the men
andwomen who have the task ofenforcing

the law in difficult circumstances."

However, "as Catholics, we also need

to vigorously question the timing, manner
and focus of these latest arrests," he said,

referring to the fact that the raids occurred

on the feast ofOur Lady ofGuadalupe and

"barely two weeks before Christmas."

"And while public officials have
explained the reason for these raids as

criminal identity theft, most of the real

criminals— the people who steal and sell

the false identities so that undocumented
immigrants can find work — were not

among those arrested."

The agency said the investigation

began in February 2006 and has been

looking into whether undocumented
immigrants have illegally assumed the

identities ofU.S. citizens and improperly

used their Social Security nimibers and

other identity documents to get jobs at

the Swift facilities.

Swift officials said that the raids

shut down the plants only temporarily

as federal agents interviewed employees

and operations resumed the same day,

though at "reduced output levels." They
said the company expected "no adverse

long-term impact."

According to an Associated Press

story, immigration officials told Swift

that raids to remove unauthorized
workers would take place Dec. 4.

On Dec. 7 the judge denied the

request, clearing the way for the raids.

Company officials also have noted that

they use an existing federal program to

check applicants' identity papers but that

the system is flawed.
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CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES
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Local Connections
Make Global Changes
John Nelson, '06, president of The L^stAma^ Us,

leads a unique mission in B Salvador

Over the past five years, 23-year-old John Nelson has made eight trips down to

El Salvador, usually bringing with him one of his seven siblings, to organize, facilitate

and plan mission projects for 77je Least Among Us, founded in 2000. Nelson is now the

President of this non-profit organization that, according to the mission statement, is

"dedicated to helping impoverished people in developing nations."

Nelson grew up in Raleigh, NC, attended Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School and

graduated from Cardinal Gibbons High School in 2002. After a senrtester at UNC -

Chapel Hill, Nelson transferred to Universityof Dallas, a private. Catholic, co-educational,

liberal arts university located in Irving, TX.

Nelson's experience at UD helped fuel his desire for service. A politics mcyor and

pre-med student, he traveled to El Salvador as often as he could, in between collie

semesters and his four-month study abroad experience at UD's permanent campus in

Rome, Italy.

Similar to Nelson's ftanciscan-run high school. Cardinal Gibbons, University of Dallas

offers its students many opportunities to put their faith into action throi^ various

campus ministry service projects, mission trips, pro-life leagues and social awareness

groups.

Knowing that he was surrounded by service-ori«ited peers, Nelson enisled the help

of his fellow UD students to support The LeastAmong Us. Over the past three years

University of Dallas students have contributed nearly $20,000 to Nelson's csnise,

through money raised during the annual fall Charity Vtfeek. UD's Student Foundations,

a student-run organization that raises money in order to donate to worthy causes,

funded the construction of a new roof for one of the Salvadorian families that worked

with Nelson. It came as no surprise to Nelson that the UD student body was so reacty

to help him.

"The people in El Salvador are the most

generous, hardworking and genuine people

I have ever met. They don't let their poverty

get the best of them. University of Dallas

students are not in the same situation

financially, but I see the same sort of things

echoed in the faith-centered fellowship of

the students at UD. The friendships are

genuine," Nelson said of his alma mater.

Nelson, who will be attending medical

school next year, will continue to lead

The Least Among Us as they embark
on new projects, including building

classrooms, modern plumbing, drinking-

water infrastructures, and providing

supplies for local Catholic schools. To

read more about The Least Among Us, visit

www.theleastamongus.org.

University
OF Dallas

UNivERsm OF Dallas
vi/ww.udaiias.ec

Irvina. Texas

i -800-628-5999

Rome. Italy

To read nore about John s education at the

Uni.efsirt of Dallas, visft »vtv\v.udallas.edu.

That Web page also rnciudes a link to "A Short Film

About UD By Two Students."' You may view the film

in broadband or dial-up, using any of the commonly

avaiiable media players that are already installed

on most computers.

Nelson's experience ai

UD heiped fuel his desire

for service. A politics

niajo-' and pre-med
student, he traveled to E

Salvador as often as he

cc'J.o... "The people in

El Salvador are the most
generous, hardworking

and genuine people

I have ever met. They
don't let their poverty

get the best of them.

University of Dallas

students are not in the

same situation financially,

Dut I see the same sort of

things echoed in the faith

centered fellowship of

the students at UD. The
friendships are genuine/'

Nelson saic.

John r^eison

University of Dallas. 2006

Above: John with students frotT: Centre Escolar

Santa Monica in Quezaltepeque. El Saivador

at the inaguaration of a classroom they

constructed. John with parents.

Dr. Leonard and Sharon Nelson.
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Pope: Christmas is reminder of

greatest gift given

GIFT, from page 1

of "the principal gift" remembered
as people celebrate the birth of Jesus,

he said.

Pope Benedict urged the Italian

young people not only to "fix your

gaze on the baby wrapped in swaddling

clothes and lying in the manger," but

also to contemplate and adore him in the

Eucharist.

"Under the appearance of a small

piece of bread," the pope told the

students, "it is Jesus who gives himself

and who wants to enter into our hearts."

"In the manger at Bethlehem,
we adore the same Lord who, in the

eucharistic sacrament, wanted to be our

spiritual food in order to transform the

world from the inside, beginning from

the human heart," Pope Benedict said.

Pope's Christmas schedule

Pope Benedict will preside over a

full schedule ofpublic Masses and prayer

services over the Christmas period.

The Vatican released the pope's

calendar of liturgical celebrations Dec. 14.

The pope is scheduled to:

— Celebrate Christmas Mass at

midnight in St. Peter's Basilica.

— Give a message and the traditional

blessing "urbi et orbi" (to the city of

Rome and to the world) from the central

balcony of the basilica Dec. 25 at noon.
— Preside over evening prayer and

offer a prayer of thanks for the past year

at a 6 p.m. service in St. Peter's Basilica

Dec. 31.

— Celebrate Mass at 10 a.m. Jan.

1 in St. Peter's Basilica for the feast of

Mary, Mother ofGod, and the World Day
of Peace.
— Celebrate Mass for the feast ofthe

Epiphany of the Lord at 10 a.m. Jan. 6 in

St. Peter's Basilica.

— Celebrate Mass on the Jan. 7

feast of the Baptism of the Lord, during

which he will baptize infants in the

Sistine Chapel.

The pope also planned to hold

his annual meeting with cardinals and

Vatican officials Dec. 22, an encounter

that usually provides a review of the past

year in the life of the church.

Lending a helping hand

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Mary Grace Maynard, who attends St. Matthew Church in Charlotte, helps fills laundry baskets with paper

products at the Pastoral Center in Charlotte Dec. 18. Each year during Advent, St. Matthew Church

parishioners fill about 1 00 laundry baskets with non-perishable food items and paper products for clients

of Catholic Social Services in the Diocese of Charlotte.

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your lime. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting ail day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Meddenburg and Cabamis counties

www.3wavplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

Christmas choruses

Courtesy Photos

Above: Second-graders at Immaculate Heart of Mary School in High Point perform during the school's

20th annual community outreach Christmas Musical Dec. 1 2. The musical consists of a free public

performance in the morning and a performance for school families in the evening.

Students in kindergarten through fifth-grade performed "Flower of the Holy Night" about the religious

history/significance of the poinsettia, and students in grades sixth through eighth recited family holiday

memories and performed many Christmas song favorites.

The musical was directed by school music teacher Mary Connolly, with assistance from speech/language

pathologist Paige Kalish.

Below: The youth group from Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro sings Christmas carols to residents

at Maryfield Nursing Home in High Point Dec. 14.

Creating Christmas cards

Courtesy Photo

Students at St. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem create Christmas cards for their grandparents Dec. 7.

The cards are being sent to the grandparents with a DVD created by the parents about the school. The

DVD contains more than 1 00 photographs showing the school's many curricular and extracurricular

activities, as well as a request to support the school through an endowment fund.

4
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Christmas spirit in full swing at

Asheville Catholic School
BY CAROLE McGROTTY

CORRESPONDENT
—re-

_ ASHEVILLE—From performances
to shoppingto studyingreligious symbols,

students at Asheville Catholic School are

getting into the Christmas spirit.

Students recently shopped for gifts

while learning about sharing with those

who are less fortunate.

The Christmas Shop opened in the

school library Nov. 27-30, allowing

students to purchase gifts through

Ten Thousand Villages, a fair trade

organization through which purchases

help artisans in poor countries and

remote communities around the world.

Ten Thousand Villages offers a

wide range of seasonal items such as

handmade Christmas ornaments and
Nativity scenes. Local stores pay artisans

a fair wage to practice their crafts.

Proceeds from purchases through

the Christmas Shop went to the store in

Montreat, near AsheviHe. Each gift came
with a card containing the name of the

artist who made it.

Run by parent volunteers, the

Christmas Shop offered students a safe

place to shop without their parents.

The volimteers, who helped wrap the

students' gifts, said many students were

excited about being able to surprise their

parents on Christmas.

In addition to learning about artisans

in other countries, students learned about

similarities among different cultures,

religions and holidays.

Leigh Schuller from the Center

for Diversity Education, located at the

University ofNorth Carolina atAsheville,

recently brought various religious

symbols from several countries.

Kindergarten through eighth-grade

students learned about Hanukkah, the

eight-day Jewish Festival of Lights;

'Las Posadas," the traditional Hispanic

procession depicting the search for an

Visits from St. Nick

Photo by CARaE McGrotty

Students Chase Winkenwerder and Waylon Metcalf

get gifts in the Christmas Shop at Asheville Catholic

School in November.

iim by Mary and Joseph on the first

Christmas; and the Russian New Year,

a Christmas celebration celebrated on

New Year's Day during Commimism.
Fourth- through eighth-graders

learned the traditions of Diwali, the

Hindu Festival of Lights; Ramadan, the

month when Muslims fast from food and

drink daily from dawn to sunset; as well

as "Las Posadas."

In addition to sampling foods from

different cultures, the students learned that

many traditional stories in Islam, Hindu

and Christianity are similar in content.

After an afternoon dress rehearsal

beforethestudentbody,thepre-kindergarten

class was in good form for the evening

performance ofChristmas songs.

The songs kicked off"Stories Before

Christmas," a four-act student play

written and directed by school religion

coordinator Rita Pisano. Music teacher

Tiffany Gallozzi and pre-kindergarten

teacher Jennifer Palmer worked with

students on the songs.

The final act featured the Nativity,

with the students and audience singing

"Night of Silence" and "Silent Night."

Courtesy Photos

Above: Eighth-graders Nick Maul and Stephen Marrujo, dressed as St. Nicholas and his helper, distribute

candy canes and holy cards in kindergarten students' shoes at Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro

Dec. 6.

Below: St. Nicholas, portrayed by Father Frank O'Rourke, pastor of St. Ann Church, visits transitional

kindergarten students at St. Ann School in Charlotte Dec. 6, the feast day of St. Nicholas. During his visit,

he visited classrooms, relaying the story of St. Nick and handing out candy canes.

Carols and eamaraderie

Courtesy Photo

lanta Claus and children from St. Paul the Apostle Church in Greensboro sing and dance at a senior

:enter in Greensboro Dec. 1 4. Parishioners from St. Paul the Apostle Church served refreshments and

listributed gifts to the senior citizens as part of the celebration.

COURTHY PhOIO BY STEPHEN UzZEU.

Parishioners of St. Luke Church in Mint Hill lead residents of the Uptown Men's Shelter in Charlotte in

Christmas carols Dec. 1 7. The parishioners served 1 50 men with meals and distributed packages of

hats, gloves, socks and underwear.



10 The Catholic News & Herald December 22, 2006

Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: DEC. 22, 2006

Print shop with a twist

Sisters ofSt. Joseph handling 'press' ofbusiness

BY MICHELLE MARTIN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

LAGRANGE PARK, 111.. — In the

basement of the Sisters of St. Joseph

motherhouse in LaGrange Park sits a

huUdng piece of equipment with a small

statue of St. Joseph perched on top.

The Hewlett-Packard Indigo 5000

digital press is the centerpiece of St.

Joseph Press, which produces booklets,

greeting cards, calendars and newsletters

for a variety of religious and nonprofit

organizations around the country, and is

the pride and joy of Sister Judy Sikorski.

Sister Sikorski, press operations

manager, has the no-nonsense marmer of

someone who spent 41 years as a Catholic

schoolteacher and administrator.

When she retired as a principal in

2002, Sister Sikorski never thought

she would have a second career in the

printing business.

"I like the challenge of it," she said.

"I like to work with people I have to work
with, and to meet the customers. I like to

work with machinery, although I had no

experience with that.

"And I like to feel that we can

produce something that really looks

good. I'm proud of what we produce,"

she said.

But the story of St. Joseph Press

starts before Sister Sikorski came aboard.

It starts with the congregation's ministry

of the arts, which spreads the Gospel

message of love through everything fi-om

prayer cards and postcards to music and

sculptures, sold on-site and by mail order.

The logo for St. Joseph Press is a

reproduction of a stained-glass rendering

of St. Joseph. Last year, they found the

original window stored in the basement.

They mounted it in the press room.

The sisters first began exploring

the option of doing their own printing

to reduce their own costs, said Edward
Sutoris, the chief operating officer.

Sutoris, who began working with the

sisters after leaving the private sector,

actually took the press into operation in

February 2004, while Sister Sikorski was
finishing her last year as a teacher.

When the school year ended, she flew

*:o Massachusetts for two weeks oftraining

and was back in LaGrange Park taking up

her new duties on her 65th birthday.

Sutoris said that when the sisters

decided to make the $600,000 investment

in start-up costs to do their own printing,

members of their council talked as much
about the en-vironment and whether the

press would push any existing printers

out of business as they did about whether

they could make money.

"I walked around for a year saying

to myself, 'The object is not to make
money,'" Sutoris said.

Or at least not too much money.
The congregation is counting on income
fi"om the press to help pay for all its

ministries, fi-om the ministry of the arts

CNS PHOTO BY David V. Kamba, Cathouc New World

Sister Judy Sikorski is the press operations

manager at St. Joseph Press at the motherhouse

of the Sisters of St. Joseph in LaGrange Park, III.

to the School on Wheels, which uses a

specially outfitted bus to take English-as-

a-second-language and other classes to

communities where they are needed.

To avoid competing too much with

commercial printers, the press limits its

customer base to religious and nonprofit

groups — including the Archdiocese of

Chicago's Ofifice for Catholic Schools—
who can see their own ministries benefit

firom reduced printing costs.

For smaller jobs — "short runs" of

under 10,000 copies — St. Joseph Press

can generally offer significantly better

prices than for-profit printers because of

lower costs. It has no overhead, being

housed in the motherhouse basement,

and benefits firom the volunteer labor of

the sisters.

"When we put out an all-call, we
announce over the speakers that we need

help in the press room, £ind they all come
down," Sister Sikorski said.

Even with no marketing, word got

around, and Sister Sikorski remembers

running the first digital press, an HP 1 000,

12 hours a day. In May 2005, St. Joseph

Press upgraded to the digital press it has

now, and the pressure eased.

Still, Sister Sikorski said, the sisters

make sure they check all the material that

goes out. While the new press is easier to

use and more reliable— it's less prone to

jamming— no machine is perfect.

"You can send a job out late, but you
can't send out poor product," she said.

So far, that has not been a problem.

Sister Sikorski said. St. Joseph Press is

very much a real print shop, but one with

a twist.

"We're producing a message," she

said. "That message is love ofGod and love

ofneighbor. We can't lose sight ofthat."

Dec. 3 J, Holy Family of

]esus, Mary and ]oseph

Cycle C Readings:

1) Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14

Psahn 128:1-5

2) Colossians 3:12-21

3) Gospel: Luke 2:41-52

Children carry light

of Jesus to world

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Last week I knew it was truly

Christmas when I heard Luke's beloved

description of the nativity of Jesus.

"What child is this?" seems to be

the continuing question on the lips of

each man or woman who meets Jesus

and his parents in the second chapter of

Luke's Gospel.

What child is this indeed! Looking
back through the cross gives us 20/20

vision. Likewise, in our mind's eye

we have seen a tiny hand close around

Mary's finger. From our vantage point in

the 21st century, how could anyone miss

the point?

As his life unfolds, we sympathize

with Mary and Joseph as they fi-antically

search for their son Jesus. We know he

has to be in "his Father's house." Where
else would a precocious Jewish boy be

who happens to be the Son ofGod?
We see his destiny looming before

him and the instrumental part Mary and
Joseph will play in helping this life take

shape. It was easy for us to recognize

him there in his mother's arms, but the

question is, Do we recognize him now?
When we as parents, grandparents or

teachers look into the faces of children,

whose destiny do we see written there?

Is Jesus there waiting to flower within

the world?

Do we take the time to wonder what
child has been placed in our care? Who is

it that regards us through uplifted eyes?

Ifwe had been teaching in the temple

that day, would we have had the good
sense to have seen Jesus as more than

a gifted 12-year-old? Smart but never

cheeky, he could have answered our

questions, but would we have allowed

him to push us on a controversial or

questionable point?

Would we have considered seriously

his possible destiny or any part we might

have played in it?

To be able to look into the eyes

of children and consider the question

of shepherd and temple scholar alike

becomes an act of courage and an act of

faith because we must be prepared to see

who is looking back at us.

Questions:

What child or young person in your

life offers you a promise of Jesus' li^t in

the world in the new generatipn? What
crosses do you foresee in her or his life,

and how can you support this child as a

Christ bearer?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 24-30

Sunday (The Fourth Sunday ofAdvent), Micah 5:1-4, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-45; Monday

(The Nativity ofthe Lord), Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrews 1:1-6, John 1:1-18; Tuesday (St. Stephen),

Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59,, Matthew 10:17-22; Wednesday (St. John), 1 John 1:14, John 20:1-8;

Thursday (Holy Innocents), 1 John 1 :5-2:2, Matthew 2:13-18; Friday (St Thomas Becker),

1 John 2:3-11, Luke 2:22-35; Saturday, 1 John 2:12-17, Luke 2:3640.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 31-JAN. 6

Sunday (The Holy Family), Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14, Colossians 3:12-21, Luke 2:41-52; Monday

(Mary, Mother of God), Numbers 6:22-27, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2: 16-21; Tuesday (St. Basil,

St. Gregory), 1 John 2:22-28, John 1:19-28; Wednesday (Holy Name of Jesus), VJohn

2:29-3:6, John 1:29-34; Thursday (St. Elizabeth Ann Seton), 1 John 3:7-10, John 1:3542;

Friday (St. John Neumann), 1 John 3:11-21, John 1:43-51; Saturday (Bl. Andre Bessette),

1 John 5:5-13, Mark 1:7-11.

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES

We're brimming over with the latest in Catholic

-books, new Bible study materials, spiritual gifts for

special occasions, Bibles, artwork, rosaries ~ a wide

inventory awaits you at both locations!

Why Catholic? Paperback Cathechism— now only $8

704«55-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

maryimmaculata.com

704-342-2878
441 0-F Monroe Road,

Charlotte, 28205
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Study: Efforts halting violent game
sales to minors up, more needed

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Major retail

chains have improved theirpoHcies against

selling violent video games to minors, but

they're not perfect, according to a Dec.

13 report issued by Christian Brothers

Investment Services and the Interfaith

Center on Corporate Responsibility.

A look at seven nationwide sellers

of video games showed that all seven

follow the same three of 26 elements

judged by the two organizations to

be part of an "effective, responsible

and well-monitored video game sales

policy": store signage featuring game
ratings, age verification in stores and

employee training programs.

Overall, the retailers' compliance

with all the elements suggested in the

report varies.

Best Buy followed 20 of the 26,

followed closely by Target with 19.

Trailing were Circuit City with 15, Game
Stop with 13, Wal-Mart with 12, Toys

"R" Us with 10, and Sears and Kmart,

now jointly owned, with eight.

Even stores without sterling

compliance marks were commended
for "best practices" in the report. Toys

"R" Us puts video games rated M —
mature — on top shelves. Game Stop's

compliance policy has a strong tie to its

store manager evaluations.

Target bans ads for M-rated games in

advertising it places in teen publications

and has an enlarged "M" logo in its

circulars. Best Buy bans M-rated games
from its TV ads and audits at least 100 of

its stores each month for compliance.

According to Julie Tanner, corporate

advocacy coordinator at Christian

Brothers Investment Services, there

doesn't seem to be a sense among
retailers that video game sales are too

big to be stopped by compliance policies

or game sales are just a small part of a

national retail chain's overall revenues.

Rather, "it seems at one point or

another all of these (stores) have been hit

by a local TV station" using consumers

—from "young kids to mystery shoppers"
— to help them expose flaws in video

game sales policies, she said.

"That, coupled with the threat

of legislation,"- keeps retailers on the

straight and narrow, Tarmer said.

At least one jurisdiction, Tanner

AMERICA'S VIVEROS ROOFING

AK mourn

BBB
Specialists in Shingles

Licensed &w Insured

Member FREE ESTIMATES
Southern Piedmont

Charlotte WWW.avrOOfing.COITl

704-320-4526— 704-622-8185

added, mandates fines of up to $25,000

against store managers convicted of

selling M-rated games to minors.

The report comes on the heels of

the National Institute for Media and the

Family's annual "report card" grading

the video game industry.

It gave an A to the manufacturers of

game consoles and to the enforcement

of big retailers' policies — but an F to

enforcement by specialty stores — and

gave B grades for retailer policies and

education about ratings.

The report card gave a grade of

incomplete for parental involvement.

"Although the response of most
parents to the challenge of raising kids

in a world filled with video games is

inadequate, it doesn't seem fair to give

parents a failing grade because parents are

constantly subject to mixed messages from

the video game industry," the National

Institute for Media and the Family said.

"While representatives of the

industry encourage parents to follow

the ratings which warn certain age

groups away from mature content, they

simultaneously deny that video games
have any impact on kids.

"Making matters worse, the rating

system itself has flaws. Parents could be,

and should be, doing a lot better, but at

least part oftheir failure can be attributed

to the confusion created by the game
makers," the institute said.

When confronting businesses about

violent video games and other issues.

Tanner said, "I don't go alone to talk to

a company. I go with other shareholders"

so top company management can
understand the concerns are authentic.

"We had dialogues with each of the

chains mentioned in the report, she added.

"We work with them constructively. That

way we can have the most impact."

The effort at curtailing the sale of

violent videos does not begin or end with

the retailers, Tanner said. She has had

conversations with the Entertainment

Software Rating Board, which devised the

ratings system in use for video games.

Talks are also in progress with the

Interactive Entertainment Merchants

Association— which is "a way you can

influence several companies," Tanner

said — as well as the Entertainment

Software Association.

"We will continue to monitor fiirther

developments in this industry, such as

the downloading of games to cell phones

and the selling of video games online, to

ensure that children are not exposed to

inappropriate video game content," the

report said.

Christian Brothers Investment

Services' partner in the report, the

Interfaith Center for Corporate
Responsibility, includes several Catholic

groups among its membership.

They include the Sisters of St.

Francis of Philadelphia, the Sinsinawa

(Wis.) Dominicans, the Adrian (Mich.)

Dominican Sisters, the Benedictine

Sisters ofMount Angel (Ore.), the School

Sisters ofNotre Dame in Milwaukee, the

Sisters of St. Joseph ofNazareth (Mich).,

the Benedictine Sisters of Cottonwood

(Idaho), and Aquinas Associates.
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Immaculata School

celebrates 80 years

SCHOOL, from page 1

with a unique float that won first place

in the Henderson County Apple Festival

Parade Sept. 4.

Students built the float, which was

reminiscent of schoolchildren of the

early part of last century.

"It was really cool painting the

backdropandbuildingthe float all together,"

said eighth-grader Cannon Dillon.

Immaculata School then won first

place in the elementary school division

of the Ginger Bread House Competition

sponsored by the Henderson County Arts

Council Dec. 8.

Students created a replica of the

original 1926 Immaculata schoolhouse

and decorated it with candy and sweets

befitting the festive holidays.

"Itwasfimworkingtogether, thinking

up all these ideas and putting it together

to recreate the first schoolhouse," said

fourth-grader Mary Kelly.

The students won $25, which they

donated to the Bounty for Bethlehem,

a Christmas Day dinner held annually

in the school gym to feed residents of

Henderson County.

Also this year, a new fund was
created to assist new students.

The Digger Dawson Tuition
Assistance Program was named after

a longtime parishioner of Immaculate

Conception Church, who worked at the

school for 24 years.

"An anonymous donor gave us

$25,000 toward this fund, contingent

upon us raising a matching amoimt," said

Principal Linda Kenzik.

"We want to fill our seats with those

Catholic families who desire a Catholic

education ... but are having difficulty,"

she said.

A special Mass is planned for

Catholic Schools Week in January 2007
in celebration and thanksgiving for 80

successful years.

Student body

In 1926, the rectory next to

Immaculate Conception Church in

Hendersonville was converted to serve

as Immaculata School.

On the first floor were a chapel, a

reception-music room, a dining room
and kitchen. Three of the four rooms

on the second floor were converted

to classrooms; the fourth and largest

became a dormitory for the sisters,

Religious of Christian Education, who
first staffed the school.

The school was enlarged in 1944 to

accommodate 125 students. Today, the

Trinity Road is Hiring!

Trinity Road - the largest and fastest growing distributor of Catholic Christian books and

gifts - offers a great work environment, business casual office, competitive pay, and

benefits. Our office is located in South Chariotte, convenient to 1-77 and 1-485.

Inside Sales Representative

We are seeking an Inside Sales Representative to sell wholesale products to over 1,500

Catholic bookstores nationwide. The successful candidate excels in the following:

* Solid Understanding of the Catholic Faith

* CoW Calling and Customer Communication

* Sales Reporting and Organization

You will be responsible for researching and generating sales leads from trade association

member lists and industry directories. The Inside Sales Representative will "cold-(air daily

to a list of association members. The position also entails sending mari<eting materials to

association members and follow-up communication with both prospects and customers.

You will also respond to inbound calls from customers and process all sales orders. Each

week you w/ill be responsible for generating sales reports and mari(eting reports for

management review. You must be able to attend trade association shovre twice a year in

various parts of Uie United States. To be considered for this position you must be highly

organized and able to multi-task, woridng on several sales initiatives simultaneously. You

must be proficient with Microsoft Office products - particulariy Word and Excel. You MUST

be able to wori( with spreadsheets and sales database applications. You must be able to

operate in a fast paced, highly dynamic environment. You must be an outstanding

communicator vwth strong telephone etiquette. This position offers a competitive base pay

plus commissions. We will consider both

full-time and part-time (minimum of 25

hours per week) applicants. A college

degree is preferred. Prior sales experience

is a plus. If interested, please send your

resume, cover letter and three personal

references to kristen@tiinityroad.com.

inity
oad™

Courtesy Photos

Above: The Immaculata School choir sings on the feast of the Immaculate Conception, Dec. 8, at Immaculate

Conception Church in Hendersonville. Special songs were prepared for the school's patronness as the

school celebrates its 80th anniversary year.

Below: A black-and-white photo of an Immaculata School class taken in the 1960s.

school has around 159 students.

Since 1974, parishioners John and

Suzanne Sherill sent their five children

to Immaculata School.

"We are both products of Catholic

education and it was such a blessing for

us. We wanted them to have the same
experience," said John Sherill.

"We never thought ofit as a financial

sacrifice at all because the children

benefited so much," he said.

Their daughters, Cynthia Sherill

Ward and Emily Sherill Sevier, both have

fond memories of the school.

"Looking back, going to Friday Mass

made such an impact on my life. It wasj

such a blessing," said Cynthia Ward.

"I'm looking forward to sending my|
daughter to Immaculata," said Emilj

Sevier, youth minister at Immaculate|

Conception.

Suzie ArufiFo, a 1981 alumnus, nowl
directs the children's Mass program atj

the parish. Her son, Albert, is a second-j

grader at Immaculata School.

"I wanted him to have the same

opportunity for a Catholic education

had," she said.

Contributing to this article waA
Joanne Gregory.

ORGANIST

SL Michael Catholic Church in Gastonia is in need of an organist for the 10:00a.m.

Mass on Sundays. Responsibilities include playing for rehearsal at 8:45 am on

Sunday with the adult choir and then Mass at 10:00a.m.

Please contact Chrissy Glisson at 704-867-6212.

Accounting Manager

St Matthew Catholic Church— Southeast Charlotte

Responsit)le for preparation and oversight of all parish accounting functions. Requirements include:

bachelor's degree in accounting or related field, strong organizational, interpersonal and leadership skills,

strong business acumen and the ability to communicate in a dear and concise manner.

Send resume to:

Deacon Jim Hamrlik, St Matthew Cathofc Church, PO Box 49349, Chartotte, NC 28277.
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Smith in school
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Conquering chess

CbuRiEsr Phoid Btr Li» CnoB

Steve Smith, wide receiver with the Carolina Panthersfootball team, visits

St. Mark School in Huntersville during a pep rally Dec. 5. The visit by

Smith, mascot Sir Purr and three Top Cat cheerleaders celebrated the

school's victory in the 2006 Harris Teeter Together In Education Milk

Challenge, sponsored by Harris Teeter, the Southeast UnitedDairyIndustry

Association and the Panthers.

Students collected and turned in milk caps, each worth 5 cents, to earn money

for their schools. St. Mark School came infirst by collecting 9,510 caps.

Courtesy Photo

Joyce Koch, aparishioner ofSt. PiusXChurch in Greensboro, assists third-

grader Philippe Lian andfifth-grader William Johnson at St. PiusXSchool

with a chess game.

The school s weekly chess club is moderated by Joyce; her husband, Jim;

andparishionerJoan Workman, who work with more than 20 students every

Tuesday after school.

The club, which began this year after strong student interest, is open to

students in third- through eighth-grades.

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

flo ujonder uue end up at the same place:

Belmont Abbey College, the 130-year-old

'Catholic College of the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeking?

! A I

Belmont Abbey
College

That In' All hit.vcs g"od may si GioRif:EC

Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1,888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto 6elmontAbbeyCollege.edu

This year the IntercoHegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 "AH-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Old-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faitii."

VWiy? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our website at

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors Institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?
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Perspectives A collection of cohimns,
etfitorials and viewpoints

How can one face a life of

aloneness?
Uncertainty is gate to new discoveries, better future

We have been in the season of joy,

rejoicing in the wondrous story of the

Nativity. At this time most of us think

of big family gatherings, lots of fun and

laughter and conversation.

But this year I was reminded several

times, in a way I never expected, that this

is not the scene for many people.

It had to do with a new book I wrote

on divorce for Catholics.

I expected I would get calls from

people seeking help, perhaps on how
to contact marriage tribunals or what

the impact of divorce would be on their

Catholic faith. Instead, the majority of

responses dealt with something else very

human — their pain in facing a future

life "alone."

Some of my callers who had been

told their marriage had been valid and

that they did not qualify for an annulment

said they still were determined to

remain in communion with the Catholic

Church.

Yet, they spoke of such incredible

loneliness and a kind of fear that they

would not be able to go on in that state.

While I never applied for an

annulment because I never intended to

remarry, I certainly could relate to their

loneliness. I had — and have — been

there so many times. I vividly remember
some 20 years ago that 1 could label only

as "a new experience."

Coming fi^om a large family and

being the single parent of seven children,

all my years until that day had been spent

in the midst of people. Now I was alone

when I came home from work. It was a

new experience for me to be in an empty,

noiseless house.

I wandered from room to room,

somewhat disoriented, unable to cope with

the quiet or to decide how to spend my
time, even though I had much to do and

there were many choices I could make.

Worst of all, I suddenly visualized

Bottom

Line

ANTOINETTE
BOSCO

CMS COLUMNIST

my coming years as an endless stream

of bleak, boring, lonely days, and I was
asking God, "How can I live the rest of

my life alone?"

The answer, of course, is that I

couldn't No one can. Each of us needs

relationships, commilments, interactions,

friendships and closeness with others.

Without relationships, life seems
sterile and we put ourselves in danger

of pathological loneliness. The need for

relationships is universal.

The challenge of finding them is one

that must be met not only by divorced

persons, but also by the widowed, the

young, the old and, yes, even the married.

We can see this position as a trap or

as an unusual setting for a new kind of

self-growth.

On the positive side, we can accept

this as an opportunity tomake a conscious

choice to be individuals capable of

standing alone and taking responsibility

for our lives, while buttressed by the

experiences and support of the church
— and wise others — to help us find

greater meaning in our lives.

I benefited when I heard a speaker

say that "uncertainty is tiie gate to new
discoveries," and "self-doubt is an
invitation to put on a new hat"

That is upbeat advice, good to think

about as a new year begins. I hope it

brings each of us a new determination

to stay ia charge of where we are going

despite our loneliness.

Global warming not Lettersto the Editor

a major issue
It's highly unfortvmate somany clergy

and laypeople have been influenced by

alleged dangers of "global warming"
("Turning up the heat," Dec. 8).

The correlation between solar

magnetism, cosmic radiation and cloud

formation affects warming. It's known
that clouds reflect more than 20 percent

of the sun's radiation back into space.

Without the "techno" speak, less

cosmic radiation would mean less cloud

formation and wanner temperatures.

Cosmic radiation changes on a regular

basis. Recently, the Danish Center for

Climate Change reported verification

of the physics of cloud formation by

varying degrees ofthat cosmic radiation.

Scientists agree that average global

temperature is only 0.6 degree Celsius

warmer than 100 years ago. There is no

scientific consensus that global warming
will cause damping climate change, or

the precise extent ofman's effect

It turns out that the wheels of God
have already set in motion how climate

will change, but not by man's actions.

The initiative to change man's efiFect

on climate is very likely misplaced,

especially afterknowing that the eventual

end of the world will be God's doing
— not man's.

— Kevin Roeten

Asheville

Christmas giving can save

the world
Creative gifts can put Christ back in

Christmas

ClicheNo. 1 : "Christmas isbecoming
too commercial."

Cliche No. 2: "Put Christ back in

'Christmas."

Non-cliche: "Christians, through our

hyper-consumption, are desfroying the

world Christ came to save."

Consumer expectations about
Christmas bait the trap that catches

many of us. The credit card industry

estimates that Americans will use plastic

to charge aroimd $100 billion for gifts at

Christmastime.

The average middle class family

already owes about $8,000 in credit

card debt, but an estimated 115 million

consumers survive by paying at least

the minimum monthly balance and
carrying the rest with cripplingly-high

interest rates.
'

With more than two credit cards

in circulation for each person living in

America, the plastic card represents

the opiate of the consumer, separating

tfie psychological high of the purchase

from the depressing low of financial

consequences.

Christmas expectations have woven
themselves into our social fabric and

become ingrained in many of us. For

example, we don't feel guilt ifwe neglect

to buy a gift for someone who gifts

us. We feel embarrassment.

Guilt means by justice we
owed something and did not give

it. Embarrassment means by social

conventions, the other bested us.

So the cashier swipes our credit

card and we buy the person something

to tie the score. Consimiption becomes

defensive, compulsive and mindless.

The goods we consume provide

information, while they communicate
our social status and values. A $40 shirt

with "Tommy HUfiger" printed up one

arm trumpets that the wearer participates

in the global economy — the one-third

economy, since two-thirds of the world's

population cannot afibrd a $40 shirt.

Weconsume pricy things less because

we need them to survive and more
because we need them to participate in

our social class.

Consumerism also shifts the

economic emphasis away from the

common good to individuals and
their freedom. The market promotes

happiness, good health and education

through the exercise of individual

choice — providing a person has the

Economy
&the
Marketplace

GLENMARY
FATHER JOHN
RAUSCH

GUEST COLUMNIST

dollar power to choose.

As a result, CEOs and members of

Congress have gold-plated health care

plans, while the blue-collar diabetic

down the road has free clinics and
emergency rooms.

Frivolous consumption is destroying

the planet. Scientists estimate it would
take more than five earths to sustain

the world's current population at

U.S. consumption levels. With only

4 percent of the world's population,

America consumes 25 percent of
all resources, uses 43 percent of all

gasoline and produces 25 percent of all

greenhouse gases.

Without a change in lifestyle, global

wanning will significantly alter life on
this planet.

"Modem society will find no solution

to the ecological problem imless it takes a

serious look at its lifestyle," wrote Pope
John Paul II in his World Day of Peacef-^

address Jan. 1, 1990.

In concluding his message, he sai

"I wish to repeat that the ecological crisii

is a moral issue."

Because consumerism has an

orientation of "having" rather than

"being," the challenge remains to create

a lifestyle valuing consumer choices

that deepen the human experience am

highlight healthy relationships.

Appalachian Sustainabl
Development, a non-profit group it

Abingdon, Va., suggests a few creative

ideas along those lines for Christmas.

example, help a child become curious' ^y<"i

about the natural world by giving a tree thi joi

family plants together, cook or bake a gift

make a photo album filled with memorie

or give a socially conscious gift.

The cliche about "Put Christ back ii

Christmas" must mean something aboil'

his gift giving, because if we gave th

same way, we would probably be helpir

to saving the world.

Father Rausch is director ofpeace

justicefor the Diocese ofLexington, Ky.
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WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Tire Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250 words di

less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic Issues, and be in good taste.

To be considefed for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone number o li

the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for clarity

style and Actual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted to The Cathoffi

News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole or in part, in prinl'

electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Chariotte, N.C. 28237, c

e-mail catholicnews@charlottediocese.org. M
i?l

?clistL

'-aDdtt

ciiliep



December 22, 2006 The Catholic News & Herald 15

New Year's resolutions
God can help you keep promises

y
improve yourself

Pope says birth of Jesus

offers peace to world

Making New Year's resolutions can

be a daunting experience, especially for

those who have in the past broken so

many of them in the month of January.

It seems to me that our good
resolutions only stay fresh in our minds

for a short time, and then they begin

to dissolve. We seem to be much more

comfortable returning to our old ways,

as we accept our failure to be perfect

without a whimper.

Dare we make any new resolutions this

yearwhen we have so litde confidence in our

3wn moral perfection? It is a puzzlement, as

ihe King ofSiam once said.

However, before you get down
m yourself too unkindly, permit me
:o reacquaint you with a few biblical

igures. Comparisons are odious, but this

ittle exercise may help you to realize

hat, all things considered, you're not

uch a bad egg after all.

A longtime Jesuit friend. Father Bill

D'Malley, whose writing is known to the

eaders ofAmerica magazine, has written

m the topic.

In a homily based on the Gospel

»f Mark 10:35-45, he reminds us how
ames and John failed to live up to the

igh ideals of an apostle by making

heir position in the kingdom their main

oncem.

These brothers, who had been
allowed to hear the actual Sermon on the

Moimt, who were with Jesus constantly

for the three years of his public ministry

and even witnessed the triumph of the

Transfiguration, fell back into a state of

raw ambition.

They began promoting themselvies, as

Father O'Malley puts it, "to seewhowould
become a cardinal and who would remain

just a priest in the kingdom to come."
* Jesus reproached them both gently.

The Lord always seemed to hope for the

best and expect the worst.

He knew that even the great heroes

of the Bible were just human beings.

These biblical icons, "so sanitized and

heroicized by homilists, often yielded

to temptations far more monstrous

than most of us would even dare to

consider."

Father O'Malley continues: "The

great Abraham, our father in faith,

pimped his wife Sarah into rich men's

harems to save his own skin (Gn 12:10-

20). And Moses, the greatest figure in

Hebrew Scripture, tried to stammer his

way out of his mission.

"Even King David, the reputed

writer ofthe Psalms, became an adulterer

and a murderer."

In- light of such hypocrisies, who

Spirituality

forToday

FATHERJOHN
CATOIR

CNS COLUMNIST

are you to get on your high horse about

expecting to achieve perfection? Ponder

the impact of original sin on all human
beings.

The purpose of this exercise is not

to stress your weakness so much as to

see better the urgency of turning to God
for help.

Ifyouwant tomake agoodresolution

for the coming new year, why not decide

to pray deeply at least once a week? Get

inside yourself, and faceyourweaknesses

as best you can, remembering that they

are mCTely human defects you share with

every saint who ever lived.

Then pray for the grace of God to

overcome what you do not like.

Just looking at yourselfhonestly and

asking God for help once a week will be

a good resolution for you to make for the

year 2007.

s yours a 'holy' family?
Overcoming common problems is possible

Every family has its holy moments.

,ven yours. Surely, at one time or

nother, you've said a version of these

ommon parental phrases:

— "Holy, moley, what, were you
linking?!"

— "Holey socks! That's what you're

oing to wear? Those are the only clean

nes you have? Do you see what happens

hen you don't put your dirty clothes in

le hamper?"
— "Wholly unacceptable! Whatever

3ssessed you to ..."

Holy and spiritual? Well, yes, you
ive those times too: "Holy God, give

J
iC patience right now!"

It can almost seem like a cruel trick

lat the church has chosen the Sunday

etween Christmas and New Year's (the

1st ofthe Solemnity ofMary, Mother of

od) to focus on the Holy Family.

Yes, every family — in theory
- would be on its best behavior during

is liturgical season, but families have

eir moments — between the shopping

ayhem, the sugar buzzes, the sleep

privation, the visiting relatives.

Take comfort in the fact that even

e Holy Family had its moments. The
angelist Luke tells us that when Jesus

is 1 2 and they went to Jerusalem for the

^t of the Passover, Mary and Joseph ...

isplaced him (2:41-52).

It took them three days to find him.

Three days during which, in Mary's

words, "Your father and I have been

looking for you with great anxiety."

Every family — even the Holy
Family— has its anxious moments. Your

family has had, and will have in 2007,

its share.

Apparently then, holiness and fear

are not mutually exclusive. You know
that parenting is scary but how can

you, in the upcoming year, increase

the holiness in your heart and in your

home?
A few suggestions:

— Do something for another family.

(Drop off those items at the food

bank or donate some clothing and
household goods to the St. Vincent de

Paul Society.)

— Apologize when you hurt another

person. (And forgive those who have

hurt you.)

— Eat dinner with the television

off. (Really. At the table. Visit with one

another. This can take some practice if

it's been awhile.)

— Thank God every day for

your family and pray for each of its

members.

Does "holy" mean stufiy?

It's easy to be more than a little leery

of the word "holy" because so often we
equate it with "sanctimonious." One
advantage of reading about the lives

Your

Family

BILL AND
MONICA
DODDS
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of the saints — flieir real lives, not a

watered-down or fluffed-up version— is

that it becomes apparent:

1. There never has. been a

sanctimonious saint

2. Some saints were very specific

about how annoying sanctimonious

people can be.

Perhaps St Teresa of Avila (1515-

1582) summed that up best: "May God
deliver me from gloomy saints." (Some
translations of that quote use "sullen"

or "long-faced" saints. But there's just

something about "gloomy," especially in

the dark of winter.)

On that same topic, St. Francis

of Assisi (1181/1182-1226) advised:

"Let the brothers ever avoid appearing

gloomy, sad and clouded like the

hypocrites; but let one ever be found

joyous in Ae Lord."

Bill and Monica Dodds are the

founders of the Friends of St. John
the Caregiver and editors ofMy Daily

Visitor magazine.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Even

if many people do not realize they are

looking for the Savior, humanity yearns

for the peace and renewal that will save

each person and the whole world. Pope

Benedict XVI said.

"Bom in the poverty of the manger,

Jesus comes to offer everyone that joy

and that peace that alone can fill the

yearning of the human soul," he said

Dec. 20 at his last general audience

before Christmas.

The pope said that as believers

prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ,

it is legitimate to ask: "Does humanity

today still await the Savior?"

"One has the feeling that many
consider God to be extraneous to their

own interests. Apparently, they do not

need him; they live as if he did not exist

or, worse, as if he were an obstacle to be

removed for their self-realization^" the

pope said.

Yet, he said, people continue to seek

"a path of renewal and salvation, to seek

a savior and await, sometimes unaware,

the coming that will renew our world and

our lives."

It is the task of believing Christians

to tell the world and demonstrate with

their lives the truth that salvation and

peace come through belief in Jesus.

Here is the Vatican text ofthe pope 's

remarks in English.

Dear brothers and sisters.

In these last days of Advent, the

liturgy invites us to draw close to the

stable of Bethlehem contemplating in

awe the birth of the Redeemer. Full of

joy and thanksgiving we recall how the

creator of the universe, out of love, came

to dwell among us.

For many centuries Israel had awaited

the Messiah, imagining him as a powerfial

and victorious leader. Instead, the Savior

was bom in absolute poverty, and the tme

light who enUghtens all people was not

accepted by his own (cf Jn. 1 :9-12).

Do we still await the Savior? Today

many considerGod irrelevant, an obstacle

to success. Even believers sometimes

seek tempting but illusory shortcuts to

happiness.

And yet, perhaps even because of

this confusion, humanity seeks a savior

and awaits the coming of Christ, the one

tme redeemer.

We Christians, through our witness

against those who offer a 'cheap

salvation,' defend the tmth of Christmas

which Christ brings to every person of

good will.

Let us then with Mary and Joseph

prepare to open our hearts to the Lord

who is at hand. Do not be distracted by

the trappings! Be watchfiil and pray! In

this way our homes will welcome Jesus

with faith and love.
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A labor of love
Part-time Christmas tree business becomes family

tradition for many

BY JOE BOLLIG
CATHOUC NEWS SERVICE

LEAVENWORTH, Kan. — The
question made Duane Olberding laugh:

Are you as jolly as Old St. Nick?

"I don't know about being as jolly

as Old St. Nick, but I do enjoy helping

people get a nice Christmas tree," said

Olberding, a member of St. Joseph

Church in Leavenworth.

Olberding, who recently retired as a

guidance counselor at Immaculata High

School in Leavenworth, has played a

key role in making Christmas merry for

Leavenworth families since 1984. He's

watched families grow up as they have

come back year after year.

Olberding is a Christmas tree farmer.

Getting a tree for a family makes him
feel like he's part of their Christmas

celebration.

"It's probably why I've done this for

so many years," he said. "If I thought

about all the work I have to do with the

trees in June, I would have probably quit

a long time ago.

"But at this time of the year the

people come out, the kids are laughing,

and they're happy with their tree. It's

something I can add to their family

tradition, and I do enjoy that," he said.

Olberding's trees are in city residents'

homes, and in the homes of American
and foreign military officers who study

and train at Fort Leavenworth. One ofhis

trees can be found at City Hall this year,

and others are at the Sisters ofCharity of

Leavenworth motherhouse.

And, ofcourse, Olberding has two of

his trees in his own home.

Most people only think about

Christmas trees in December, but

Olberding thinks about them all the time
— imderstandable, since a small forest of

1,000 pines and a few spruces practically

adjoins his house.

Olberding grew up on a farm
near Sabetha, but decided on a career

in education. After teaching at St.

Joseph Military Academy in Hays (now
Thomas More Prep-Marian), he moved
to Leavenworth in 1973 to teach and

coimsel students at Immaculata.

He and his wife, Betty, decided to

buy 40 acres about three mUes southwest

oftown and farm part-time.

"We had some land near a pond on

our property that was kind of iiseless, a

grassy area with some brush," he said.

Save $100 before February 2nd!

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST OF IRELAND
v^th Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faiili - legends of her people

May 8-18, 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

cotmtryside of Ireland and learn of our

^th traditions at its holy sites. With Mciss

celebrated daUy by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days wUl be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Highlights indudc;
• spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay ctrea

• Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

• Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

• Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

• Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

• Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

• Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers
• Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

• Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

• Beautiful Glendalough - 6"" century monastic site of St Kevin
• Dublin - fuU tour including famous Trinity CoUege Book of KeUs,

St. Patrick's Cathedral,CConnell Street, shopping — PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, aU tours and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

For a brochure with complete details, call Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost

Tours at (800) 713-9800.

CNS PHOTO BY Joe Bolug, The Leaven

Duane Olberding stands next to a Christmas tree on his farm in Leavenworth, Kan., Dec. 7. Olberding,

a parishioner of St. Joseph Church in Leavenworth, has been growing Christmas trees on his 40-acre

farm since 1978.-

"The water table was good there, so we
thought we'd experiment with trees.

We'd seen other Christmas tree farms

andwe thought this would be educational

and fun."

The tree farm was to be a family

project He convinced his four children

(then in grade school) that they should

invest some of their own money in the

venture and work at it to grow their own
college fund.

Over the years, the children got a

percentage of the sales.

The first trees were planted in 1978,

and the first harvest was in December
1984. At the height ofthe business during

the 1990s, the 40-acre farm had a 3,000-

tree forest, and the Olberdings were

planting 500 seedlings a year.

www.andersonfaniiiyined.com

Vnderson Faiiiilv

^ Medicine

. . .Healthcare unth a heart.

Dr. E. Ketiy Anderson is available to

help with all of your family's healthcare

needs. A graduate of the

Yale University School

of Medicine and the

residency program at

Carolinas Medical Center

- Union, Dr Anderson is

now accepting patients

of all 3^.

There were some years when thejj
^

sold an average of 300 trees, but now
^

they generally sell 150 to 200 trees

aimually.

Christmas tree farming is definiteljl

a long-term proposition, as it takes abou|j|

eight years to grow a 6-foot tree.

Most of the work of growinn
Christmas trees takes place during thu

summer. Every spring Olberding sprayfl

for bugs and culls out any trees infecteJ

with blight. In June, Olberding begins til

shape the trees, and he does it the oldj

fashioned way: with hand-held shears.

Other than the bugs eating his tree||

and the inevitable rogue deer strippin

out a few branches, there is only on

thing that truly bothers Olberding: seein' ''P*^

Christmas trees discarded by the side i^'^^

the road the day after Christmas. irr:

"I do not like that," he said. "Th

Christmas season is actually froi

Christmas through Epiphany. Peopl

have missed the whole thing ifthey thro-
Pff

their tree out the day after Christmas.'

iai

Dc^KefiyABdei

Pamtw||w

HOURS:

Mon. Tue, Th, Fri.

IWednesday

Saturday

8:«} am

9:00 am
9:00

4:00 pm /

;00pm

0 Dm, {by appt

704-283-8888
An NFP-MlHiactice

THE COCO NEWS IS, YOU
HAVE THOUSANDS OF
INVESTMENT OPTIONS.
THE BAD MEWS IS...

Cffl

I
You have thousands of investment options, and you dorf

know how to pick the l)est ones for your situation. VSAi^

I
You have thousands of investments options, and you doriUij

c||g

have time to research even a fraction of them.
^

Call to learn more alwut f f l i-

PORTFOLIO MANAGEMEf*^
Les Davaz ^
Financial Advisor

Member, St. Patrick's Church

100 N. Tryon St., Suite 3300
J

Charlotte, NC 28202

(704) 331-2233 or
|

(800) 438-0397

http://fc.smlthbarney.com/dava
|

citigroupj
SmithBarnevI

* Minimum balance $25,000 Equity, $100,000 Fixed income. © 2(

Citigroup Gkibal Maritets Inc. Member SIPC. Smith Barney is a divis

and service mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and its affiliates am

used and registered throughout the world. CITIGROUP and the Umbf

DevKe are trademarks and service marks of Citigroup Inc. or its affiliei

and are used and registered throughout the world.
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Shepherding a new year

CNS PHOTO BY L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO VIA ReUTERS

'ope Benedict XVI blesses pilgrims from the central balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican Dec. 25. The pope has a

lusy schedule for 2007, with hundreds of papal meetings, liturgies, trips and other events planned.

2007 promises a

world of busyness

for Pope Benedict

byJOHNTHAVIS
catholic news service

VATICAN CITY — A
new Vatican calendar features

photos of Pope Benedict XVI
relaxing, but the pope's own
agenda for 2007 leaves little

time for repose.

The Vatican will be a busy

place throughout the year, with

hundreds of papal meetings,

liturgies and other events

already scheduled and several

documents in the pipeline.

The pope will make at least

two foreign trips, including his

first intercontinental journey,

and sometime during the year

is likely to name another group

ofnew cardinals.

The yearbegins with a spate

of traditional papal Masses and

meetings, including a "state

of the world" address to the

world's diplomatic corps in

mid-January.

The diplomats speech is

prominently covered by the

See 2007, page 13

Having served with distinction

President Gerald R. Ford brought healing to

wounded nation

BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — In his

nef, unelectedtenure. President

jerald R. Ford restored integrity

«|ind character to the White
^ouse and brought a measure
f healing to a country badly

mnded and divided by the

atergate scandal.

Ford, who had a bout with

meumonia last January and two

leart treatments in August, died

Dec. 26 at his home in Rancho

Mirage, Calif. He was 93.

In a Dec. 27 statement, the

presidentoftheU.S. Conference

of Catholic Bishops called

Ford "a great and good man
who served his country with

distinction."

"As a healing presence for

the nation at a time when it was
much needed. President Ford

earned his country's lasting

See FORD, page 12

CNS PHOTO BY Joe Skipper, Reuters

Former U.S. President Gerald R. Ford and wife Betty acknowledge cheers from

the crowd following a tribute in his honor at the Republican National Convention in

Philadelphia Aug. 1 , 2000. Ford died Dec. 26 at the age of 93.
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Faith for pre-teens;

grants to nonprofits
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Defining marriage

Massachusetts bishops laud

Legislature

I
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Perspectives

David Hains examines

misusing God's Word;

Tony Magliano exposes the

big picture of human rights
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In the spirit of

Christmas
Parishes serve thousands

at Christmas

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE—Catholics

and non-Catholics alike across

the Diocese of Charlotte

recently came together to help

spread the spirit of Christmas.

Christmas dinners and
events for the parishes and

their communities were held

in Catholic churches across the

46-county diocese on or near

Christmas Day.

Nearly 3,000 meals were

served to members of the

community during the annual

Christmas dinner at St. Patrick

Cathedral in Charlotte Dec. 25.

Of the 2,856 meals served

by the parish, 1,125 were
served in the St. Patrick School

cafeteria while 1,740 meals

were picked up or delivered. It

See CHRISTMAS, page 7

Choosing life

over death
Death penalty support

wanes as life without

parole gains public favor

BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — As
2006 came to an end, capital

punishment was making
headlines for what it is not

doing: overall declining use,

waning support and recent

challenges at the state levels

about how it is conducted.

Shifting public support

See DEATH, page 5

Culture Watch

Maryknoll mag marks 100;

Catholic actor Boyle dies

I
PAGES 10-11
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

SEEING WITH A NEW PERSPECTIVE

CMS PHOTO BY Kathleen OaE, Cathouc Spirit

Karmen, the Seeing Eye puppy that Meredith Kollmer is training, peel^s out from among the pews at St.

Matthias Church in Somerset, N.J. Kollmer, 18, has raised eight Seeing Eye puppies since she was 10

years old.

For Catholic teen, raising Seeing

Eye pups a way to serve others
SOMERSET, N.J. (CNS)— It is not

often that one sees a dog in church.

ButKarmen isn'tjust any dog. Escorted

to St. Matthias Church in Somerset by

Meredith Kollmer, Karmen is in training to

become a Seeing Eye dog.

And Kollmer, 18, isn't just any
Seeing Eye puppy-raiser. She has raised

eight Seeing Eye puppies since she was
10 years old.

"Church provides another form of

experience for the puppies," Kollmer

said. "As a puppy-raiser, we're supposed

to give them the opportunity to experience

many different environments."

In church, the puppies get used to

all kinds of people, noises, activities and

sounds. When the gospel choir sings,

"there's the music and clapping," she

explained, and "the sitting and standing"

throughout the Mass "teaches them
patience."

Father Douglas Haefner, pastor,

said he was impressed with Kollmer's

willingness to share her time and talent to

assist people who live with blindness.

"Think of how many times in the

Gospels Jesus refers to blindness and

sight and how he opened peoples' eyes

to their own limited vision and the vision

of the kingdom he proclaimed by his

witness and ministry," he said.

"Meredithtrulypracticesthekingdom
in her ministry of training Seeing Eye
dogs," Father Haefner added.

Kollmer learned about raising Seeing

Eye puppies while visiting the Somerset

County 4-H Fair.

Seeing Eye puppy-raisers typically

care for the puppies fi-om the time they

are about 8 weeks old until they are 16

months old.

In addition to church, Kollmer
brings the puppies to stores and malls.

Her puppies do not go to school with her

("too ihuch going on"), nor do they go to

supermarkets or restaurants during their

initial training.

Afterthepuppies return to SeeingEye

Inc. in Morristown, they are evaluated.

Once the dog goes back, the trainer is

forbidden contact with the dog. If the

puppies are found to have no physical or

behavioral problems, they continue to the

next training phase.

Kollmer sees raising puppies for

Seeing Eye as an extension of her faith.

"A big part of being Catholic is

service to help people in the community,"

she said.

At the same time, she says she

has gained personally from raising the

puppies.

"The puppies help me become a

better person; they teach me patience,"

she said.

Giving them up once they are

trained is difficult but it's made easier by

knowing that the dog will be given "to

people who don't have everything that

I do to help them live a better life," she

explained.

"They go on to become something

special and great," she said.

January 5, 2oair
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Migration week theme is

Welcoming Christ in the Migrant'l
WASHINGTON (CNS) —

"Welcoming Christ in the Migrant" is

the theme of the U.S. Catholic Church's

National Migration Week Jan. 7-13.

"I invite you to welcome Christ in

the migrant through prayer, education and

parish outreach," said Bishop Gerald R.

Barnes ofSan Bernardino, Calif, chairman

ofthe bishops' Committee on Migration.

He said Jesus' biblical admonition

that what one does to a stranger is done to

him "is particularly timely" in the current

immigration debate.

"Our nation's legitimate security

concerns have been distorted by some
who would foment anxiety, fear and

a distrust of migrants," he wrote in a

letter accompanying parish educational

materials for this year's migration week.

"The present immigration reform

debate has lost much of its reason and

is often being fueled by raw emotions,"

he added.

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE
ARDEN— The St. Martin De Porres Dominican
Laity Chapter meets the fourth Monday of every

month at 7 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas Academy,
564 Long Shoals Rd. Inquirers are welcome.

For more information contact Joe Kraft at (828)

648-1036 orjebkraft@juno.com.

HENDERSONVILLE — The St. Francis of
the Hills Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan

Order meets the fourth Sunday of each month,

2:30-4:30 p.m., at Immaculate Conception

Church, 208 7th Ave. West. Visitors and inquirers

are welcome. For more information, contact

Joanita Nellenbach, SFO, at (828) 627-9209 or

jnell@dnet.net.

BOONE VICARIATE
NORTH WILKESBORO—A Catholic Scripture

Study group meets at St. John Baptiste de La
Salle Church, 275 CC Wright School Rd. Visit

www.catholicscripturestudy.com for more
information. Classes meet Wednesdays, 12-1:30

p.m. and 6:45-8:15 p.m. Please call Rob Hicks

at (336) 957-7193 for more information or ifyou

plan to attend.

SPRUCE PINE — A Rosary of Intercession

for Priests is recited each Friday at St. Lucien

Church, 695 Summit St., before the 9 a.m. Mass.

Prayers are offered for bishops, priests and

deacons, and for Ein increase in vocations to the

priesthood. For more information, call the church

office at (828) 765-2224.

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory of Divine Love Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Tuesdays of

each month at 1 p.m. Call (336) 372-8846 for

more information.

He urged Catholics to becomt
involved in the Catholic immigratior'

reform initiative described on the Wellf!

site www.justiceforimmigrants.org.

The National Migration Week postd
^'

distributed by the U.S. Conference o:

Catholic Bishops features an icon ofthJ*

Holy Family fleeing to Egypt alongsidr

a photo of a young Latino couple with {

baby riding on a bus or train.
'

"Scriptures and Catholic socia'

teaching call upon all of us to examim
the issues and respond to the strangeri

among us as we would to Jesus himself,'

Bishop Barnes wrote.

"The Holy Family found safety anc'

new lives in Egypt during their time o:

great need," he said. "Many migrant'

today follow similar paths as they

embark on their journey of hope."

Offering aidand comfort toAmerica*!

newcomers "is not only our Christiai]

duty but a privilege," he said.

.51 AW

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE
\

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 801^
Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host a Christiat^

Coffeehouse Jan. 6, 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the Banque,

Room of the New Life Center Father Timothy Reit
g |^

will be speaking at the Coffeehouse on the theme>

"The Battle Has Been Won, But the War is No,
j

Over." Single and married adults are invited foi
jj^jj,

an evening of contemporary Christian music, foot i

and fellowship. For more information, call Katlqr

Bartlett at (704) 400-22 13. ' liiim

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Church, 30U*"''
Providence Rd., will offer the Catholics Returning

j

Home program Tuesdays, Jan. 9-Feb. 20. Tht

program offers a non-judgmental atmosphere foi
j j^^,

inactive Catholics to become reacquainted with tht
q

basics of their religion and to get answers to anj

questions that they may have. For more informatioaF

call the church office at (704) 364-543 1

.

IHSTC

CHARLOTTE — Catholic Social Servicesn^j

Refugee Resettlement Office and the Levin*

Jewish Community Center will host a screeninf

of the documentary "Lost Boys of Sudan" Jan.

11 at 7 p.m. at the Jewish Community Centei

Shalom Park, 5007 Providence Rd. One o

the original "Lost Boys" resettled by the CSl

Refugee Resettlement Office will be available foij ^'j

questions after the film. For more information,

call Mary Jane Bruton at (704) 370-3283 or e-mai'

mjbruton@charlottediocese.org.

CHARLOTTE -

will perform a

Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy.

- The Notre Dame Folk Choiv^^

free concert at St. MattheWf."
.. ' .it-

Jan. 11 at 7:30 p.m. For more information

contact Elizabeth Davis at (262) 227-0376 oi^"^

emdavis@charlottecatholic.com

CHARLOTTE— Join area Catholics in the MarcfL/^

for Life and pray for an end to abortion Jan. 12) ^\
Participants will gather in the parking lot across

from the diocesan Pastoral Center, 1123 SouttL

Church St., at 11 a.m. and then march to Tradt

and Tryon Streets and to the courthouse. For moR. '

information, call Tina Witt at (704) 846-7361. I*"^

litllJB

1
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Pope receives Iranian delegation,

etterfrom president

HI!
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•ROM THE VATICAN

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

Jenedict XVI met briefly Dec. 27 with

ranian Foreign Minister Manouchehr
^ottaki, who gave him a letter from

'resident Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

The Vatican^ press office confirmed

he receipt of the letter, but did not

omment on its contents.

Pope Benedict met Mottaki and a

bur-member delegation in one of the

eception rooms of the Vatican audience

lall immediately after the pope's weekly

;eneral audience.

During the course of the meeting,

he Iranian representatives expressed

deir best wishes to the pope and their

leasure for 50 years of diplomatic

elations between Iran and the Holy See,"

aid a Vatican statement.

For his part, the Holy Father also

ffered them best wishes and reaffirmed

lie role the Holy See intends to exercise

or peace in the world, not as a political

HARLOTTE — An eight-week study of Pope
ohn Paul 11 's teaching on sex and marriage,

"heology of the Body: The Church 's Teaching on
ex and Marriage, will be presented Tuesdays, Jan.

-Feb. 27. Classes will meet 7-9 p.m. in the Annex
t St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St. Babysitting

/ill be provided. A one-hour film presentation by
hristopher West will be followed by discussion,

re-registration is required by calling (803)
48-3356.

HARLOTTE — The St. Maximilian Kolbe
'ratemity of the Secular Franciscan Order will

est an inquiry formation session Jan. 20, 10

jn.-I2 p.m. at Our Lady of Consolation Church,

301 Statesville Ave. Those interested in learning

lore about the SFO and the Franciscan way of life

re invited to attend. For more information, call

bm O'Loughlin at (704) 947-7235 or Kathleen

iuckerman at (704) 455-7954.a

iASTONIA VICARIATE
(ELMONT— Queen of the Apostles Church, 503

I. Main St., will host a Faith Formation Series on

le place for the biblical ethic and lifestyle in our

Ist-century consumer society, Jan. 9 and 16, 7:30-

p.m. No fees or pre-registration needed. For more
iformation, call Dennis Teall-Fleming, director of

;aith formation, at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26 or e-mail

;allfleming@yahoo.com.

u
REENSBORO VICARIATE
JREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council of
Mtholic Women will host a covered-dish luncheon

t St. Paul the Apostle Church, Jan. 24 (snow date

i Jan. 31) 12-2p.m. The program will be "Famous
eople ofGuilford County" presented by Betty Gale
ikes ofthe Greensboro Historical Museum. Please

ring your favorite dish to share with friends. For
jAtiore information, please call Carmen Wood at

I! 336) 545-9266.

IIGH POINT— Chris Skinner, a nationally known
peaker whose life was changed forever after a

;ear-fatal car accident several years ago, will share

lie lessons he learned and give his message ofhope
nd determination at Immaculate Heart of Mary
hurch, 4145 Johnson St., Jan. 28 at 7 p.m. This

rogram is for parents and youth, grades 6-12. For

authority, but religious and moral,

appealing to consciences so that the

problems of peoples always are resolved

through dialogue in mutual understanding

and peace," the statement said.

The press officers at the Iranian

Embassy to the Holy See and at the

Iranian Embassy to Italy were imavailable

for comment.

Ehsan Jahandideh, a spokesman
for Ahmadinejad, told reporters in

Tehran, Iran, that^the president's letter

did not deal with political concerns,

but "on the need to find a way for

putting an end to the sufferings of

mankind and for promoting human
relations based on common religious

teachings."

The spokesman said the president

wrote the pope that dialogue and
cooperation among religious believers

could help promote greaterjustice among
individuals and nations.

more information, visit www.chrisskinner.org or

call Teny Aiken at (336) 869-7739.

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church 4145 Johnson St. will offer afree Spanish

course on Thursdays 7-8:30 p.m. begirming

Jan. 18. For more information or to register call

Nancy Skee at (336) 884-0522 or e-mail Larry

Kwan at hlkwan@lexcominc.net.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
MOORESVILLE — Seniors ages 55 and up

are invited to St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley

School Rd., the second Saturday of each month
following the 5:30 p.m. Mass for Senior Games
Night, featuring games and a potluck dinner Call

Barbara Daigler at (704) 662-9752 for details.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE
KERNERSVILLE— The Catechism ofthe Head
and Heart religious education series for adults

will be held this fall in the library at Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School, 1725 NC
Hwy 66 South. Loretta Bedner will speak about

"The Gift of Human Sexuality" Jan. 1 1 at 7:30

p.m. For more information, call Loretta Bedner

at (336) 564-1040.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Fraternity of St

Clare ofthe Secular Franciscan Order will host

two open houses for new inquirers: Jan. 16 at 7

p.m. at Our Lady of Mercy School media center,

1730 Link Rd.; and Jan. 30 at 7 p.m. at The
Spirit of Assisi (below Our Lady of Fatima

Chapel), 211 W. 3rd St. Secular Franciscans are

a community of lay Catholic men and women
who seek to pattern their lives after Jesus Christ

in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. For more
information, call Mary Ellen Humphrey at (336)

722-2293 or e-mail donaldbh@aol.com.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event open to ttie general public? Deadline

foi- all submissions for the Diocesan Planner

is 10 days prior to desired publication date

(Fridays). Submit in writing to Karen A.

Evans at kaevans@charlottediocese.org

or fax to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

• Ian. 7-12

\ iishops' Annual Retreat

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

\
Ian. 13

i *ro-Life Rally

' Raleigh

Jan. 16— 11 a.m.

Presbyteral Council Meeting

Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

Jan. 18— 7 p.nrj.

Mass for Life

Immaculate Conception Church, Hendersonville

Vatican says more than 3.2 million

attended papal events in 2006
VATICAN CITY (CNS)— With two

public events still to go in 2006, the Vatican

reported Dec. 28 that more than 3.2 million

people attended papal audiences and

liturgies during the past year.

Almost 1.3 million people joined

Pope Benedict XVI for the recitation of

the Angelus on Sundays and feast days

at the Vatican and at the papal summer
residence in Castel Gandolfo, the Vatican

reported.

The faithful still had one more
opportunity — Dec. 31 — to raise the

number for reciting the midday Marian

prayer with the pope in 2006.

The statistics, compiled by the

Prefecture ofthe Pontifical Household, do

not include figures fi-om Pope Benedict's

four trips abroad in 2006, or fi-om his

trips to different Italian cities.

With a Dec. 31 evening prayer of

thanksgiving still on the schedule, the

Vatican said 539,200 people had attended

papal liturgies at the Vatican and at Castel

Gandolfo during the year.

Another 357,120 people took part in

WiMliliiiiillilii^^

special audiences for particular groups.

In addition, the Vatican said a total

ofjust over 1 million people attended one

of the pope's weekly general audiences

on Wednesdays at the Vatican or Castel

Gandolfo.

According to the statistics, the

biggest crowds were registered during

June, when more than 556,000 people

attended the pope's general audiences,

special audiences, liturgies and Angelus

prayers.

The low point came in July, when the

pope spent 18 days in the Italian Alps. At

the beginning and end of the month, the

general audience attendance added up

to 20,000 people; 100 more were part of

special audiences and 35,000 participated

in the Sunday Angelus.

Pope Benedict held no public liturgies

in July or September.

In August, an estimated 500 people

joined him inside and outside the tiny

parish Chvirch of St. Thomas in Castel

Gandolfo for the feast of the Assiunption

of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

For the survivors

CNS PHOTO BY Amto Akkara

Archbishop Mario Zenari, the apostolic nuncio to Sri Lanka, inaugurates a

house Dec. 20 in a village built by Caritas Sri Lankafor tsunami survivors.

The village near Galle houses 76 Buddhist and Muslim families. Caritas

Sri Lanka is the local affiliate of Caritas Internationalis, an international

network ofCatholic relief, development and social service agencies.

The dedication s joyous atmosphere turned somber when the participants

stoodandremembered in silence the more than 31, 000 Sri Lankans killed by

the Dec. 26, 2004, Indian Ocean tsunami. Tears could be seen in the eyes of

the participants. Galle, a port city south ofColombo, lost more than 5, 000

livesfrom the devastating waves.
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Keeping the faith
Faith formation re-geared for middle schoolers

BY KATHLEEN HEALY SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE — Catholic

youths of middle-school age in the

Hendersonville area will now have a

faith-based program just for them.

The faith formation program at

Immaculate Conception Church in

Hendersonville currently teaches more
than 200 children in kindergarten through

eighth-grade.

But the catechists noticed the older

children were being drawn to other local

churches that offered programs geared

toward pre-teens.

"The middle-school years seem to

be the time when we lose our children,

and we want something that will help

them stay in the church," said Sandy

Donecho, director of religious education

at Immaculate Conception Church.

As such, Donecho has created a new
faith-based program designed to keep

the students involved and growing in the

Catholic religion.

The program will be geared toward

the pre-teens and encourage them to take

active leadership in the group.

"Parents are welcome, but the kids

run it," said Donecho.

The students will set the agendas and

pace for the meetings, with assigimients

given each month to encourage a fuller

faith experience.

"The middle school years

seem to be the time when
we lose our children, and
we want something that

will help them stay in

the church."

— Sandy Donecho,
religious education director,

Immaculate Conception Church

The students will examine the tenets

of Catholicism, delve into Scripture,

cook meals together and spend time

developing friendships in a safe and

Catholic-centered environment.

"The goal is to develop fellowship

and teach the lesson: 'I can depend on my
fellow Catholic,'" said Donecho.

Meetings will be held the last

Wednesday of each month, beginning

Jan. 31.

Activities planned for the coming
months include a Super Bowl party,

a Valentine's Day excursion to a

local coffee shop and an outing to

play billiards.

WANT MORE INFO?

Contact Sandy Donecho at Immaculate

Conception Church at (828) 693-6901.

Join us in the March For Life

Washington, D.C.
January 21-22, 2007

Theme: *'Thou shalt protect the equal right to

life of each innocent human in existence at

fertilization. No exception! No compromise!'*

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Sunday, January 21-8 PM — Mass at Shrine of the

Immaculate Conception.

^^-~>u Monday, January 22 - 10:30 AM — Mass for North

Carolina pilgrims, Shrine of the Immaculate

V^k3k3 Conception.

Catholic Social Service Celebrauts: Bishops Jugis and Burbidge and priests

of the Dioceses of Charlotte and Raleigh.
Diocese of ChaHotte

Rally begins promptly at noon, on Monday, January 22.

If your parish or school has a group attending the March for Life,

please call the Diocesan Respect Life Office at 704-370-3229 or

e-mail mnadol@charlottediocese.org.

Sisters of Mercy
foundation awards grants
Funds total more than $1 million to 25 nonprofits

inN.a.s.a
CHARLOTTE — The Sisters of

Mercy of North Carolina Foundation

recently announced grant awards
totaling more than $1 million to 25

nonprofit organizations in North and

South Carolina.

The grant funds will be used for a

variety ofpurposes by the organizations.

Supported programs include affordable

housing, children's services, crisis

assistance, food distribution, health care,

immigration assistance and legal and

social services.

Recipient organizations within the

Diocese of Charlotte include Affordable

Housing Coalition in Asheville,

Commimity Care Clinic of Rowan ii

SaHsbury, DisabiUty Rights and Resource:
in Charlotte, Guilford Adult Health Incjj|

in Greensboro, Heart Society of Gastor'

County in Gastonia and Second Harves

Food Bank in Winston-Salem.

Since first receiving application;

in October 1996, the foundation ha:

awarded 685 grants totaling nearlj

$33 million to organizations serving

unserved or underserved people.

WANT MORE INFO? x

For more information on the Sisters of

Mercy of North Carolina Foundation, call

(704) 366-0087 or visit www.somncfhd.org.

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panicl.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To

Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to-

waste time waiting.
J

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc. !

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord
j

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3wayplumbinH.com Proud member of St. James Church
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A court officer attempts to silence Saddam Hussein as the former Iraqi president receives his verdict in

Baghdad Nov. 5. A visibly shaken Saddam was found guilty of crimes against humanity and sentenced

to death by hanging. The head of the Vatican's justice and peace office responded to the verdict, saying

it would be wrong to carry out the death penalty.

kfter Saddam hangs, Vatican

says execution not way to justice
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Executing
someone guilty ofa crime "is not the way
to restore justice and reconcile society,"

the Vatican spokesman said after Saddam
Hussein was hanged Dec. 30.

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi
said, "A capital execution is always

tragic news, a motive for sadness, even

when it involves a person found guilty of

serious crimes."

In a formal statement issued shortly

after Hussein's death was announced.

Father Lombardi said, "The position of

the Catholic Church against the death

penalty has been reaffirmed many
times."

The death penalty not only will

not restore justice in Iraq, but also can

'increase the spirit of vengeance and

sow new violence," he said.

"In this dark time in the Hfe ofthe Iraqi

people one can only hope that all leaders

will make every eflfort so that in such a

dramatic situation spaces will open for

reconciliation and peace," he said.

Cardinal Renato Martino, president

of the Pontifical Coxmcil for Justice and

Peace, who earlier had expressed hope

that the execution would not be carried

out, told Vatican Radio Dec. 30, "I hope
and pray that this act will not contribute to

aggravating the already critical situation

in Iraq, a country already so harshly tried

by divisions and fi-atricidal struggles."

The cardinal said the Catholic

Church's opposition to the death penalty

is based on its recognition ofevery human
life as a gift ofGod that must be defended

from conception to natural death.

"That position excludes abortion,

experimentation on embryos, euthanasia and

the death penalty, which are denials of the

transcendent dignity of the human person

created in the image ofGod," he said

Latin-rite Archbishop Jean Sleiman

of Baghdad told Vatican Radio justice

was not served by hanging Hussein.

Although he hoped it would not worsen

the situation in the country, he said "it

could."

"We already are in a situation that is

more than tragic on the level of security,

relations among populations and also the

economy of the country," he said.

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Mondi-to-month rentals widi NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBCffSWOOD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull sermce retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park
3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

Death penalty support

wanes in United States

DEATH, from page 1

for capital punishment is a "ray of good
news" for Frank McNeimey, co-founder

of Catholics Against Capital Punishment,

who said he hopes the trend continues.

Death penalty statistics in a year-end

report from the Death Penalty Information

Center in Washington offered reasons for

optimism among opponents of capital

punishment.

For starters, the group noted the

results of a newly released Gallup

Poll showing that more Americans
support alternative sentences of life

without parole over the death penalty as

punishment for murder.

The center also reported that U.S.

death sentences are the lowest they have

been in 30 years; executions have sharply

declined and the number of people on

death row has decreased.

During 2006, 53 people were
executed, down from 60 in 2005 and 98

in 1999, the report said.

Shifting opinions

McNeimey, who founded Catholics

Against Capital Punishment with his wife,

Ellen, 14 years ago in their Maryland

home, said the change in attitude against

the death penalty has been developing

over recent years as more people, and

jury members in particular, have become
aware of the availability of life without

parole sentences.

Only Alaska and New Mexico
currently do not have life without parole

sentences, according to the Death Penalty

Information Center.

The 2006 Gallup Poll shows that

two-thirds ofAmericans still support the

death penalty, but for the first time in

two decades it found that Americans by

a 1 percent margin — 48 percent to 47

percent— prefer life without parole over

capital punishment.

The slim difference in opinion is

more of a shift when compared with

figures from the 2005 Gallup Poll which

showed that 56 percent of Americans

preferred the death penalty and only 39

percent supported life without parole.

The overall change in attitude toward

capital pimishment also reflects a shift

that has occurred in recent years among
Catholics, McNeimey told Catholic

News Service Dec. 2 1

.

In 2005, a poll conducted by Zogby
Intemational for the U.S. Conference

of Catholic Bishops found Catholics

almost equally divided on the issue, with

48 percent favoring it and 47 percent

opposing it. The shift was a marked
difference from 1994, when about 80

percent ofAmericans supported the death

penalty, with Catholics favoring it by
about the same margin.

McNeimey attributes the change in

part to Pope John Paul II's clear message

against the death penalty during his 1999

visit to St. Louis when he described

capital punishment as "both cmel and

imnecessary" and noted that "modem

society has the means of protecting itself

without definitively denying criminals

the chance to reform."

McNeimey also noted that the anti-

death penalty stance has recently gained

new support from pro-life groups that

had previously focused primarily on anti-

abortion measures and from politicians

on both ends of the political spectmm.

But it's not only political and religious

leaders who are raising questions about

capital punishment.

Currently, a number of court rulings

and several state challenges to the death

penalty's lethal-injection procedure

are holding up executions in several

states, including California, Maryland,

Arkansas, Missouri, Ohio, South Dakota

and Florida.

Maryland's Court ofAppeals ordered

a temporary halt in executions Dec. 19,

saying the state had improperly followed

protocol for lethal injections. The mling

came on the heels of other death penalty

controversies across the country.

On Dec. 15, a Califomia federal

judge mled that the state's lethal injection

procedure violated the constitutional ban

on cmel and unusual punishment.

The same day, Florida Gov. Jeb Bush
suspended state executions two days

after an execution failed to work within

15 minutes and a second lethal injection

was given, prolonging the execution to

34 minutes.

Currently 37 states administer lethal

injections as the preferred execution

method but the procedure is getting

closer scrutiny following concerns

that it may cause unnecessary pain and

suffering as documented by the April

2006 Human Rights Watch report, "So

Long as They Die: Lethal Injections in

the United States."

The U.S. Supreme Court will hear

four death penalty cases in 2007.

Activists in North Carolina and Cali-

fomia have been trying unsuccessftiUy

to promote a moratorium on state execu-

tions while legislative studies examine

death penalty procedures.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte

issued a pastoral letter in May 2005,

supporting a moratorium in North
Carolina and reiterating the Catholic

Church's teachings.

That year.New Jersey became the first

jurisdiction to enact such a moratorium

that is in place until January 2007.

Celeste Fitzgerald, founder and
director ofNew Jerseyans for Alternatives

to the Death Penalty, said she hopes the

commission's findings on the fairness and

accuracy ofcapital punishment are released

before the state's moratorium expires.

During a recent death penalty

program sponsored by the Metuchen
Diocese, she told participants that faith

organizations across the country are

"watching what happens in New Jersey

very closely."

"This is a moment in New Jersey," she

added. "I ask that you help us seize it."

Contributing to this article was
Editor Kevin E. Murray.



6 The Catholic News & Herald

IN THE NEWS

Defining the institution

of marriage
Bay State bishops laud Legislature s

approval of marriage amendment

BOSTON (CNS) — The Catholic

bishops of Massachusetts thanked state

legislators Jan. 2 "for living up to their oath

of office" by voting on a constitutional

marriage amendment initiative before

ending their legislative session.

On its last day in its 2005-06
session, a reluctant Legislature narrowly

approved the initiative, which would
amend the state's constitution to ban

same-sex marriages.

Then it voted to reconsider. Then
it voted again — also narrowly — to

approve the measure.

The state's bishops, strong advocates

of the initiative, said, "Today the

constitutional rights of the citizens of

the commonwealth have been upheld.

The democratic process and the right

of the people to have their voices heard

were affirmed."

If the 2007-08 Legislature gives

the amendment its second approval this

year, it would appear on the November
2008 ballot.

Same-sex marriages have been legal in

Massachusetts since May 2004 as a result

of a ruling by its Supreme Judicial Court

in 2003 that the state constitution required

equal treatment for same-sex couples.

It is the only U.S. state thatrecognizes

such unions as marriages.

Ironically, it was a scolding of the

Legislature by the same court that led

the legislators to vote on the marriage

initiative on the final day of their 2005-

06 session instead of adjourning without

a vote, as they had done when faced with

a similar initiative in 2002.

With the House and Senate meeting

jointly as a constitutional convention, 61

legislators voted for the amendment and

132 voted against it.

Because -the amendment was
introduced by a citizens' petition, only

50 affirmative votes— one-fourth of the

200-member constitutional convention
— were needed for approval.

The convention recessed for an

hour, reconvened and voted 117-75

to reconsider their earlier vote. After

another recess, as the day was drawing to

a close it reconvened and voted 62-134 to

approve the amendment.

The state's procedures for a

constitutional amendment by popular

initiative require such an initiative

to be afiirmed by at least one-fourth

of the constitutional convention of

two successive Legislatures before

it can be placed on the ballot in a

general election.

Edward F. Saunders Jr., executive

director of the Massachusetts Catholic

Conference, told Catholic News Service

Jan. 3 that the conference had counted 57

sure votes for the amendment in the 2005-

06 Legislature before its final-day action.

He said it counts at least 54 sure

votes in the 2007-08 Legislature, which

was elected last November and took

office Jan. 3.

When the Legislature recessed last

Novemberwithout votingon the marriage

amendment initiative, the state's bishops

saidthey were "profoundly disappointed"

that the elected officials "are obstructing

the constitutional right of the people to

be heard."

Outgoing Gov. Mitt Romney and

other advocates of the amendment filed

suit against the Legislature, asking

the Supreme Judicial Court to order

it to bring the initiative to a vote as a

constitutional obligation.

The court ruled Dec. 27 that it did not

have the authority to order die Legislature

to act, but in its opinion it said, "The

members of the joint session have a

constitutional duly to vote, by the yeas and

nays, on the merits ofall pending initiative

amendments before recessing."

"There is no presently articulated

judicial remedy for the Legislature's

indifference to, or defiance of, its

constitutional duties," the court said.

But it urged the legislators not to

"avoid their lawfiil obligations."

If the joint session ofthe Legislature

had recessed without taking a vote on
the amendment, it would have killed

the initiative procedurally and only

a new signature drive could have
revived it for consideration by the

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC • (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas

CNS PHOiD BY GnEcoftr L Tracy, The Phot

Demonstrators on both sides of the same-sex

marriage debate line the street in front of the

Massachusetts Statehouse Nov. 9 in Boston.

Legislators debated a proposed amendment that

would restrict future marriages to heterosexual

couples and leave existing same-sex marriages

intact, but they adjourned before voting on the

measure.

2007-08 Legislature.

The petition for the current initiative

gained about 170,000 signatures, more
tiian double the number needed to initiate

the process of moving it to a popular

referendum.

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNEm SERVICE, INC.

Chariotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

Join our Oratohan Coniregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHERI
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more sbout serving Cod with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

Making your will?

Request a free Wills Kit from

(Catholic Relief Services.

It will help you practice good stewardship

and create a lasting legacy to help

the poor overseas.

1-800-235-2772 ext.7318
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'I can't imagine spending Christmas any other way.'

Parishes serve thousands

at Christmas this year
CHRISTMAS, from page 1

was the largest amount served since the

event began 27 years ago.

Meals of turkey, rice, vegetables and

dessert were oflFered, and the school gym
was full of clothes, toys and toiletries

from which the guests could choose

personal gifts.

The gifts were donated by
parishioners and community members.

Catholic school students,"l:he Charlotte

Mecklenburg Police Department and
members of the confirmation class at St.

Gabriel Church in Charlotte, who collect

gifts throughout the year.

"Our intent was to provide a meal

and gifts to those who otherwise would
not have Christmas," said Jerry Jones, a

parishioner who has volunteered with the

annual event for 26 years.

More than 1,000 poinsettias

were delivered to shut-ins, many of

whom had no holiday decorations,

said Jones.

"Weworkwith the homeless shelters.

housing authority facilities forthe elderly

and nimierous agencies that provide

services to the needy and shut-ins,"

said Jones.

Parishioner Pete Brehmer has
organized the event for all 27 years. He
and countless volunteers, both Catholic

and non-Catholic,^ make the event

possible, and a huge success.

"We have heard so many stories over

the years about how much recipients

appreciate the event," said Jones. "The

level ofappreciation is one ofthe reasons

that brings so many of our volunteers

back year after year."

That so many volunteers were
willing to give up their holiday to help

others was a testimony to the spirit of

Christmas, said Jones.

"I personally have not put up a tree

in many years, but would rather give so

that others can enjoy tiie day of Jesus'

birth," he said.

Many volunteers felt the same way.

Approximately 600 people volunteered

with Bounty of Bethlehem, the annual

Christmas Day dinner held in the

gymnasium of Immaculata School

^^The Catholic
1-1 1— Conference
VJI Center

www.catholiccoiiference.org

1551 Trinity Lane, Hickory NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

info@catholicconference.org

Courtesy Photo

The gymnasium at St. Patrick School in Charlotte is filled with clothes, toys and other gifts for guests of

St. Patrick Cathedral's annual Christmas dinner Dec. 25.

in Hendersonville.

"I can't imagine spending Christmas

any other way," said Pat Newell, a

parishioner of Immaculate Conception

Church and fundraising chair for

the dinner, which is an ecimienical,

community effort that began in 1983.

Despite bad weather, the volunteers

served approximately 3,000 meals
to residents of Henderson County —
approximately 1,000 served in the gym,

1,200 delivered to the homebound and

almost 750 meals carried out.

The event also included
entertaiimient, gifts and a visit from
Santa Claus. Every child received at

least one gift, said Newell.

'It's a massive project," she said,

but an important one. The diimer serves

not only those poor financially, but

often people who are "poor in spirit,"

said Newell.

"It's a wonderful thing to be able

to bring them in (at Christmastime),"

she said.

None of it would be possible, Newell

said, without the dedicated volunteers

and the grace of God.

"Everyone does his or her bit and

miraculously it comes together," she

said. "The Lord is on our side, and

it works."

MORE COVERAGE
For more Christmas coverage from

around the Diocese of Charlotte, see

pages 8-9.

Youths helping youths at Christmas

CouRiBY Photo

Students at Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro and parent Sandy Sherwood are pictured Dec. 9 with

new and gently-used toys collected by the school for the Greensboro Youth CouncH's Santa's Workshop,

which provides holiday gifts for needy children in Guilford County Sherwood has coordinated the school's

efforts for the last six years. Pictured are: Caroline Sherwood, Sandy Sherwood, Ross Diachenko, Brook

Diachenko and Sofia Milan.
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Courtesy Photo

Children in costume are pictured during the Christmas pageant at St. James the Greater Church in Hamlet

Dec. 24.

Christmas pageant

highlights Nativity story

HAMLET — The children of St.

James the Greater Church in Hamlet
brought the Nativity to life this past

Christmas Eve.

The children in the parish faith

formation program put on a bilingual

Christmas pageant between the

English- and Spanish-language Masses

Dec. 24, 2006.

The pageant featured children and

parents in costumes re-enacting the birth

of Jesus.

While some read passages foretelling

the birth of Christ in the Old Testament,

others acted out the passages with

puppets. The event also featured the

English- and Spanish-language choirs

performing songs for Advent, Christmas

and the Mexican tradition ofLas Posadas,

which recreates Mary and Joseph's

search for lodgings.

"The objective was to make holy

the fourth Sunday of Advent while at

the same time leading the congregation

toward the celebration of Christmas,"

said Benedictine Father David Draim,

parochial vicar.

The pageant concludedwith the arrival

ofthe Three Kings, traditionally celebrated

in the Hispanic community on Jan. 6.

The pageant was the creative idea of

Franciscan Sister Joharma Orlett, director

of religious education at the parish.

"Sister Johanna wanted to create

unity out of the Christian community's

observance ofAdvent, Christmas and the

Epiphany," said Father Draim.

"She hopes that this type of pageant

will instill in the children and adults the

holiness of not just one day but of the

days leading up to Christmas as well as

the days that follow," he said.

Courtesy Photo

Oblate of St. Frances de Sales Father Albert Gondek, pastor of Our Lady of the Rosary Church in

Lexington, is pictured with young parishioners during a bilingual Christmas pageant on Christmas Eve,

Dec. 24. Prior to Mass, children re-enacted the Nativity while the Hispanic choir performed Christmas

carols. Afterward, the children enjoyed a birthday cake and sang "Happy Birthday" to Jesus.

Sharing Christmas

First-graders are pictured with the Panther, the team mascot at Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro,

before Christmas break in December. The new school mascot visited classes to help celebrate the Christmas

holiday and break. The Panther was introduced during a pep rally kicking off the school's basketball

season Nov. 1 6, 2006. The school plans to have a "name the Panther" contest in January.

to-1

Courtesy Photo f

Fourth-grader Tessa Johnston, first-grader Tatiana Manzella and seventh-grader Hannah Howell are

pictured during the prayer partner Christmas party at Immaculate Heart of Mary School in High Point

Dec. 18. The students exchanged snacks, cards and gifts with their prayer partners in the school

gymnasium.

MORATORY
434 Charlotte Avenue, P.O. Box 1 1 586

Rock Hill, SC 2973-1586

(803) 327-2097

Iconography Retreat

Wednesday, February 7 - Sunday, February 1

1

Fr. Damian Higgins - Ukranian Rite

Students will pray, study and learn the traditional method of egg-tempra icon

writing/painting as they prepare their own icons to take home. All materials are

included in the tuition.The schedule is flexible.

A non-refundable deposit of $1 50 is required and deducted from the total due. *

Cost: $325 tuition

$180 room & board

$ 30 commuter meals

Li
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I Enlightening Nativity

CouRTCSY Photo

Matthew Shoener (second from left) , a parishioner of St. Joseph Church in Newton, participates in an annual

neighborhood Nativity display in Conover Dec. 9. The Nativity and luminaries that line the surrounding

streets are a neighborhood effort to promote Christmas and, this year, help raise donations for a local

! four-year-old diagnosed with rhabdomyosarcoma, a type of cancer common in children and teens.

Recreating the birth ofJesus

Courtesy Photo

Father Frank O'Rourke, pastor of St. Ann Church in Charlotte, is pictured with Grace Mathias (left) and

lint Fowler, who portrayed Mary and Joseph during the Christmas Eve children's Mass Dec. 24. Also

Dictured is Sara Asinger, holding a the star that appeared during the Nativity. During the Mass, children

also participated as lectors, angels, shepherds and the Magi.

airfotte podcast

J

It's news and
inspiration about
the Diocese of Charlotte!

Learn about Cursillo.

Subscribe today
— it's FREE!
Check it out at

www.CharlotteDiocese.org.

CijijRTfjf Photo

A Nativity displaying paintings restored and assembled by youths is pictured at St. Aloysius Church in

Hickory Dec. 22.

Youths add new color to Nativity display
HICKORY — Hispanic youths at

St. Aloysius Church in Hickory recently

restored a unique Nativity display for

Christmas.

Under the director of Father Julio

Dominguez, parochial vicar, the youths

assembled paintings of the Nativity and

other Christmas-related images, which

were displayed around a painting of the

birth of Jesus in the parish hall.

The concept of Nativity paintings

by young parishioners came to Father

Dominguez when he served as parochial

vicar ofSacred Heart Church in Salisbury

a few years ago.

"I had to presentthem with something

to keep them busy and active within the

parish," he said. "My purpose was to

introduce the youths to the main scenes

of the Old Testament, which spoke of the

arrival of the Messiah, and some of the

prominent mysteries of his arrival."

www.andersonfamilymed.com

Anderson Family]

& Medicine

The youths put a lot of work into

those paintings, said Father Dominguez.

"My great happiness was to see all

those youths so full of life and emotion

doing something great for God," he said.

When he became the parochial vicar

of St. Aloysius Church in July 2006,

Father Dominquez organized the youths

to recreate the Nativity display.

"I told them about this project

and that if they wanted I could get the

paintings (from Sacred Heart Church),

but they had to restore them," he said.

"After three years, I imagined the

condition the paintings would be in; they

courageously said yes."

Some youths restored the paintings,

while others helped put together the

elaborate display. Though charged with

different tasks, they all had the same

purpose, said Father Dominguez: to do

great things for the Lord.

"In this way, the display was not

only a project, but it was something made
for the glory of God, the service of the

community and the sanctification of the

youth," said Father Dominguez.

The Nativity display will remain

until Feb. 2.

... Healthcare with a heart.

Dr. E. Kelly Anderson is available to

help with all of your family's healthcare

needs. A graduate of the

Yale University School

of Medicine and the

residency program at

Carolinas Medical Center

- Union, Dr. Anderson is

now accepting patients

of ail ages.

Dr. E. Kelly Anderson
*
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Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku:?ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

CNS PHOTO COWIESY OF MARVKNOa

Nuns are pictured working on an issue of The Field Afar in this undated photo. The publication was the

predecessor to Maryknoll magazine, which is marking its 1 00th anniversary in 2007. Maryknoll magazine,

with a circulation of 500,000, reports on the work of missionaries in Africa, Latin America and Asia.

Maryknoll magazine marks 100

years of telling missionaries' stories

MARYKNOLL, N.Y. (CNS) — In

an age of e-mail, digital photography

and computerized layout. Father James

Walsh might not recognize the mission

publication he founded 100 years ago as

The Field Afar.

But Father Walsh, who went on to

become a bishop and to co-found the

Catholic Foreign Mission Society of

America, also known as Maryknoll,

"would undoubtedly be overjoyed that

the magazine not only reaches more than

500,000 readers but also involves them,"

said Maryknoll Father Joseph Veneroso,

current publisher.

Now called Maryknoll, the

monthly magazine reports on the

work of Maryknoll missionaries in

Africa, Latin America and Asia and

has a bilingual sister publication,

Revista Maryknoll.

"Many of our missioners say their

vocation was inspired by the magazine;

many more readers have become our

partners in mission by their prayers, their

financial support and by reaching out to

the needy in their neighborhoods," Father

Veneroso said.

The magazine that began Jan. 1,

1907, actually predates the founding of

the Maryknoll society by four years.

Editor Frank Maurovich said the

magazine "focuses on the heroic work
that Maryknoll missioners — priests,

brothers, sisters, lay missioners and
volunteers— are doing overseas, mainly

with the poor and suffering."

"The missioners report that the

resilience, the courage and even the

joy they find in the poor in the face of

extreme conditions have a profound

impact on them," he added. "'We
receive,' the missioners often say, 'much

more than we give.'"

Experiencing difficulties in your marriage?

A Lifeline for Marriage

January 19 - 21 in Ralei^

Come for a weekend to rediscover your spouse under the

ministry of Retrouvaille, (pronounced "re-tro-vye").

Designed to provide tools for difficult times, this weekend

will help married couples examine their Uves in new,

positive ways.

RetrouvaUle has helped many thousands of couples

experiencing everything from disillusionment to

deep misery.

For confidential info or to register: 336-297-0595 or retrouvaillenc@nisn.com.
Visit our Web site: HelpOurMarriage.com

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JAN. 1 4, 2007

]an. 14, Second Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Isaiah 62:1-5

Psahn96:l-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10

2) 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

3) Gospel: John 2:1-11

Discipleship

means being filled

with, by Christ

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

When word came down that my
favorite teacher of freshman year was
being transferred, I was outraged.

Who else would "get" me the way
he had? Who else could have a passion

for books that fueled my own? Who
else was up to the impossible task of

making Latin, if not exactly exciting,

at least bearable?

The answer was, "nobody."

My mother listened sympathetically,

commiserating with my angry
disappointment. Tentatively, because

of my voluble fury, she invited me to

consider a possibility.

Could I imagine, she asked, a future

in which I would like the new teacher

even more than the one leaving?

It was a preposterous notion. I shook

my head in mute dismissal.

Turns out she was right. The new guy

was a younger, hipper, funnier version of

his predecessor. His classes were livelier,

his discipline more relaxed.

The progress I'd made my first year

was nothing compared to the leaps and

bounds I grew in the second.

In Sunday's Gospel we hear the

familiar story of the Wedding Feast at

Cana. When the wine runs out and his

mother calls his attention to the needs

of the newlyweds and their guests, Jesus

more than replaces what's missing.

He turns the water into not the

inexpensive wine that's run out, but a

wine of distinction. He doesn't simply

refill the wine jugs. Six large water

jars, more than 100 gallons, create a

superabundance for the enjoyment of all

the guests.

Discipleship in Christ often demands
letting go of familiar comforts and
pleasures, things that are, in themselves,

good. That's the bad news.

The good news is that, imfailingly,

even if sometimes beyond our immediate

awareness, what fills the empty places is

richer and deeper and more valuable. For

in the end, everything lost is replaced

with Christ himself.

Questions:

What's one time I remember
something good in my life being replaced

by something dramatically better? On
whom can I rely for good advice about

the needs of others?

Scripture to be Illustrated:

"But you have kept the good wine

until now" (John 2:10).
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 7-13

Sunday (Epiphany of the Lord), Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6, IVIatthew 2:1-12; Monday

(Baptism of the Lord), Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7, Acts 10:34-38, Luke 3:15-16, 21-22; Tuesday,

Hebrews 2:5-12, Mark 1:21-28; Wednesday, Hebrews 2:14-18, Mark 1:29-39; Thursday,

Hebrews 3:7-14, Mark 1 :4045; Friday, Hebrews 4:1-5, 11 , Mark 2:1-12; Saturday (St. Hilary),

Hebrews 4:12-16, Mark 2:13-17.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 14-20

Sunday (Second Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 62:1-5, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, John

2:1-11; Monday, Hebrews 5:1-10, Mark 2:18-22; Tuesday, Hebrews 6:10-20, Mark 2:23-28;

Wednesday (St. Anthony), Hebrews 7:1-3, Mark 3:1-6; Thursday, Hebrews 7:25 - 8:6, Mark

3:7-12; Friday, Hebrews 8:6-13, Mark 3:13-19; Saturday (Sts. Fabian and Sebastian), Hebrews

9:2-3, 11-14, Mark 3:20-21.

encli

Pilgrimage to Italy

Fr. Mark Lawlor of St. Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte

and parishioner, Dr. Joseph Di Pietro are working on plans for

a 14-day pilgrimage to Italy. Our group will leave on April 16

and will visit such interesting and exciting places as Rome,
Montecassino (site of St. Benedict's first abbey), San
Giovanni Rotondo (tomb of St. Padre Pio), historic Pompeii

and Subiaco. The trip may be called A Mosaic of Italy. The proposed itinerary may be
viewed at our parish web page vmw.stvincentdepaulchurch.com under the tab: news.

Our goal is to have 30 pilgrims. Tour package (based on double occupancy) should be
just under $3,000. There will be an informational meeting in the reception room at St.

Vincent de Paul on Wednesday, January 10, at 4 pm. If you are interested but unable

to attend the meeting, please contact Fr. Mark: MLawlor@stvincentdepaulchurch.com

or (704)554-7088, ext, 215.
fl

(This pilgrimage is not sponsored by the Diocese ot Chariotte.)
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Catholic actor Peter Boyle
dies at age 71

Former Christian Brother rememberedfor
memorable roles

NEW YORK (CNS)— Peter Boyle,

who was once a Christian Brother before

he pursued a career in acting, died Dec.

12 at New York Presbyterian Hospital.

Boyle, 71, had been suffering from

multiple myeloma and heart disease.

Boyle became familiar to U.S.

television audiences as perpetually

cranky Frank Barone, the father of Ray
Barone, on the sitcom "Everybody Loves

Raymond" (1996-2005). The show lasted

nine seasons, filming 201 episodes.

But Boyle had a fine career in

iBovies, breaking out into stardom as

he title character of the drama "Joe"

1970), and reaching a zenith playing

he singing, dancing monster in "Young
rankenstein" (1974).

He also had major roles in the

novies "Taxi Driver," "The Candidate,"

'F.I.S.T.," "The Brink's Job," "Turk
182!" "Honeymoon in Vegas," "While

ifou Were Sleeping" and "Monster's

3all," and played Father Time in all three

'Santa Clause" films.

On television, Boyle specialized

n playing historical figures in made-
br-TV movies, including Sen. Joseph

vlcCarthy in "Tail Gunner Joe," Adm.
ohn Poindexter in "Guts and Glory: The

lise and Fall ofOliver North" and David

Dellinger in "Conspiracy: The Trial of

he Chicago 8."

He portrayed Howard Hanssen in

'Master Spy: The Robert Hanssen Story."

le also was featured in the TV miniseries

'ersion of "From Here to Eternity."

After seeing how audiences cheered

vhen his character in "Joe" went on
violent rampage, he turned down

he role of Popeye Doyle in "The
rench Connection" and other films that

glamorized violence.

Ina2005 interview, Boyle, a Christian

Brother for five years — he went by the

name Brother Francis de Sales, the same

name as the Philadelphia parish of his

boyhood— Boyle said he was lax in the

practice of his Catholic faith for much of

his adult life until 1999.

That year, he said, "I had a heart

attack ... and after that, I decided I wasn't

going to fool around anymore, and got

myself back to Mass."

A 1957 graduate of LaSalle College

— now University — in Philadelphia,

the school's communications department

gave him its Shining Star award in 2005.

Boyle's first stage experience was in a

parish Christmas pageant.

"Theater and religious ritual are very

coimected," he said. "It's the using of an

inner process to express an outer reality,

or something mysterious."

As a young actor, Boyle joked that

his Christian Brothers experience was
an asset.

"It prepared me for a life as a

struggling actor," he said. "When I first

went to New York, I wasn't starving but I

really got into that vow of poverty."

Boyle met his wife, Loraine
Alterman, when as a reporter for Rolling

Stone magazine she visited the "Young
Frankenstein" set for a story. Through

Alterman's fiiendship with Yoko Ono,

Boyle became best friends with her

husband, John Leimon, who was the best

man at their 1977 wedding.

Survivors include his wife and two
daughters, Lucy and Amy.

A private fimeral was to be held in

New York, and plans also called for a

memorial service.

Providing help. Creating hope. Changing lives.

Catholic Social Services— The Diocese of Charlotte

Executive Director: Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227

Associate Director: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3250

Refugee Office: Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930

Family Life: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3228

Justice and Peace: Joe Purello (704) 370-3225

OEO/CSS Murphy Satellite Office (828) 835-3535

Charlotte Region: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Debra Braese (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second St., Winston-Salem, NC 27108

Area Director: Gerard Carter (Interim) (336) 727-0705

Greensboro Satellite Office (336) 274-5577

Latino Family Center (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

1123 South Church Street, Charlotte NC 28203

www.cssnc.org

CSS
Catholic Social Services

Diocese of Chariotie

'Children' is darl<, disturbing thriller

CNS PHOTO BY Universal

Michael Caine (left) and Clive Owen star in "Children ofMen, " a bleakfuturistic

political thriller in which a mysterious infertility has stopped the birth of babies,

and a disillusioned London bureaucrat (an excellent Owen) races to carry the

world's only pregnant woman (Clare-Hope Ashitey) to safety, while dodging

refugee terrorists, the authorities, explosions and bullets at every turn.

The adaptation of a P.D. James novel is intentionally dark and disturbing, if

exciting in its chase sequences, and though the first-rate cast includes Julianne

Moore and others, some appearances are virtual cameos. The somber palette and

relentlessly downbeat milieu may not befor every taste, though some may discern

biblicalparallels in the "miraculous " birth ofthe child.

Pervasive rough and crude language andsome mildprofanity, crude expressions,

heavy but not graphic violence including explosions and shootings, a childbirth

sequence, briefpartial nudity and drug use.

The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is L — limited adult

audience, films whose problematic content many adults wouldfind troubling. The

Motion Picture Association ofAmerica rating is R— restricted. Under 1 7 requires

accompanyingparent or adult guardian.

Over 11,201 babies killed in Mecklenburg County alone last year!!

Come and save our children today...

Join the Wlarch for Life Charlotte ana pray!!!

Friday, January 12 - 11 am
Be a witness for the sanctity of human life and act of reparation for an end to abortion

Gather at Ham at the parking lot on the comer of W. Palmer and S. Church SL

(across from the Diocese of Charlotte Pastoral Center) and march at noon to Trade

& Tiyon SL Then continue on to the courthouse at 401 W. Trade St to pray the Rosary and Chaplet of Divine

Mercy. Signs will be available at the staging area parlung lot; if you bring a sign, it must meet picketing law

regulations. If you work uptown, join us on your lunch hour for part of the march!!

St. Thomas Aquinas Academy — Arden

A high school that offers
Academic Excellence
ttarough Classical Education

Self-Discipline

through Catholic Formation

OPEN HOUSE — Tues., Feb. 20th at 7 PM
(828)687-77 14 or call for appointment

www.stthomasaqiimasacademy.org
SL Thomas Aquinas Academy is a private school, independent of the Chariotte Diocesan school system.

ce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

1401 Patton Ave.

AshevUle, NC
(828) 252-3535

72 Long Shoals Road

Ankn, NC
(828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com
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President Ford brought healing

to wounded nation

FORD, from page 1

gratitude," said Bishop William S.

Skylstad of Spokane, Wash.

During his 30-month presidency,

South Vietnam fell to the communist

forces of the North, high Nixon
administration officials were found

guilty ofWatergate crimes, a blue-ribbon

commission found the CIA was engaged

in illegal activities, the U.S. Supreme

Court reinstated the death penalty, the

United States took in more than 140,000

South Vietnamese refugees and the

country celebrated its bicentennial.

He contributed to better relations

between Israel and Egypt, increased

U.S. food aid abroad and reached a new
nuclear arms limitation agreement with

the Soviet Union. With the nation facing

energy shortages in the wake of the

1973 gas crisis, he negotiated a fine line

between high inflation and recession.

He described himselfas "a moderate

in domestic affairs, a conservative in

fiscal affairs and a dyed-in-the-wool

internationalist in foreign affairs."

In his 1 979 autobiography, "A Time
to Heal," he said he regarded healing the

country after Watergate as his greatest

accomplishment.

The single most important act in

that effort, taken a month after he was
sworn in, was to pardon his disgraced

predecessor, Richard M. Nixon, of any

crimes he may have committed in the

Watergate cover-up.

It was an action that provoked far

wider and deeper anger than he had

expected, but it prevented a lengthy trial

that almost surely would have mired the

nation in deeper divisions and bitterness.

He said he pardoned Nixon for the

CNS PHOTO BY KNA

Former U.S. President Gerald Ford is pictured with

Pope Paul VI at the Vatican in this 1 975 file photo.

Ford died Dec. 26 at the age of 93.

nation's sake, not Nixon's.

The first president to take office after

the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court decisions

requiring states to allow abortion virtually

on demand, Ford favored a constitutional

amendment that would restore to the

states the right to regulate abortions.

The U.S. Catholic bishops opposed

his approach, arguing that an amendment
prohibiting abortion on the federal level

was needed so that all states would have

to ban the practice.

Ford, an Episcopalian, won some
favor fi-om Catholic officials because of

his support of federal aid to parochial

schools, his increase of U.S. food aid in

the face ofwidespread famine in 1975, his

welcoming of Vietnamese refugees, his

support for immigration reform and his

efforts at detente with the Soviet Union.

But the bishops opposed his domestic

Accounting IVIanager

St Matthew Catholic Church— Southeast Chariotte

Responsible for preparation and oversight of all Parish accounting functions. Requirements

include: Bachelor's degree in accounting or related field, strong organizational, interpersonal and

leadership skills, strong business acumen and the ability to commiJnicate in a clear and concise

manner. PT position 25 hours, exempt. Send resume to: St. Matthew Catholic Church,

Attn. HR Dept., PO Box 49349, Charlotte. NC 28277

Classifieds

SERVICES

COUNSELING: Individuals. Couples. Family.

Lucille Moses, BSN, M.Ed., Licensed Professional

Counselor. 1801 East 5* Street, 108-B, Charlotte.

704-366-6507 or 704-942-4334.

FOR RENT

Isles of Palms, SC (Charleston area): 3 BD, 3BA.
Resort Community villa. Walk to beach, pool,

golf, tennis. Tropical, upscale decor. Extended stay

discounts available. 703-2555-0572

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication /

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

policies of reducing the food stamp
program and other areas of social welfare. ,

He was criticized by religious leaders

for vetoing a public works program that

would have created 600,000 new jobs

and for supporting covert CIA operations

that involved using missionaries as

information sources — a policy seen as

imdermining missionary activity.

Against arguments from church

leaders that in vetoing several social

welfare bills he was not sensitive to the

needs of the poor and unemployed, he

said in a 1976 interview, "If I approved

every bill that Congress enacted, we
would impose the cruelest tax of all on all

our people, which is inflation."

In fact, he lowered the rate of

inflation from about 9 percent at the

start of his term to less than 6 percent by

the end; under his successor, President

Jimmy Carter, inflation zoomed into

double digits, peaking at 13.5 percent in

1980 and contributing significantly to a

long-term rise in conservative influence

in U.S. politics.

In a speech at the 41st International

Eucharistic Congress,held inPhiladelphia

in 1976, Ford expressed concern about

the "growing irreverence for life" in the

United States. A month later, in a letter

to a delegation of U.S. bishops that was
released following an hourlong meeting

with them in the White House, he spelled

out his convictions on a number ofissues of

concern to the bishops, including abortion.

"Abortion on demand is wrong," he

said, adding that every state should have

a constitutional right to control abortion

and expressing his belief that such laws

need to "recognize and provide for

exceptional cases."

After the Vietnam War ended, he

established a Clemency Board that

included two nationally knovm priests

— the Notre Dame University president,

Holy Cross Father Theodore Hesburgh,

and the U.S. bishops' secretary for social

development and world peace, Msgr.

Francis Lally — to deal on a case-by-

case basis with Vietnam War opponents

who had resisted the draft or deserted the

military for reasons of conscience.

He met with Catholic leaders on
several occasions to discuss issues

the country faced, including abortion,

domestic health and welfare policies,

Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees,

immigration law reform and issues of

humanitarian aid and human rights in

U.S. foreign policy.

In 1975 during a trip to Europe he

met with Pope Paul VI.

In August 1975, as thousands
of refugees from Indochina were
pouring into the coimtry, he visited the

resettlement offices of the U.S. Catholic

Conference (now U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops) at Fort Chaffee, Ark.,

to pay tribute to the contributions of the

usee, which was then resettling well

over half the refiigees.

Gerald Rudolph Ford was bom July

14, 1913, in Omaha, Neb. He graduated

from the University ofMichigan in 1935

and Yale Law School in 1941.

Carter narrowly beat Ford in the 1 976

presidential race. Upon his return to private

life. Ford and his wife, Betty, moved to

Rancho Mirage. He is survived by her and

their four children, Michael, Jack, Steven

and Susan, and their families.

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

St. Leo the Great Catholic Church, located in beautiful Winston-Salem, N.C., is

searching for a youth minister to continue an established Life Teen program. We are

seeking an enthusiastic, passionate, faith-filled individual, to direct young people

toward a meaningful, life-affirming journey with Christ. If you are a Catholic with a

college degree, have a strong spiritual, faith-based background, are passionate

about working with youth, and have at least two years or more of practical

experience as a youth minister, preferably in a Life Teen environment, please

consider this opportunity.

St. Leo parish has an established Life Teen program centered on the Eucharist. The

Life Teen Mass is held every Sunday at 5pm during the school year. We have a

dedicated Core Team made up of singles and couples along with many committed

parent volunteers. Most important, however, are the 150 (and growing) young

people who partidpate in our Edge Nights (jr. youth). Life Nights (sr. youth), Coffee

Houses, activities and retreats. In addition, our Family Life Center features a room

dedicated to our youth, a Youth Minister's office, kitchenette and entertainment

center. Check us out at www.foolishoftheworld.com.

The position's starting salary is competitive and negotiable depending on education

and/or experience. We also offer an attractive benefit package. If interested, please

contact Youth Minister Search Committee at St. Leo the Great Catholic Church,

335 Springdale Ave., Winston-Salem, N.C. 27104. Phone: 336-724-9596. Fax:

336-724-7036. Email: youthminister@stleocatholic.com.

Administrative Assistant

Responsible, articulate, detail-oriented person needed to handle day-to-day management of

a financial planning office. Responsibilities include: client service, activity follow-up, filing,

scheduling appointments and maintaining contact management database. College

education and experience with Microsoft Office programs preferred. Flexible scheduling

from 24 - 40 hours per week during regular office hours. Close to Charlotte Catholic High.

Fax resume including education and work history to 704-540-7763.
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2007 promises a world of

busyness for Pope Benedict

2007, from page 1

international media. That is not true of

more routine papal meetings that also

gear up in January, including "ad limina"

visits by groups of bishops from around

the globe.

The "ad limina" visits have undergone

a quiet revolution in recent years, and it's

evident in the pope's 2007 schedule. Canon
law says the visits, by heads of dioceses to

report on the status oftheir dioceses, should

take place every five years, but that interval

is now anywhere from six to nine years;

many ofthe bishops coming in 2007 made
their last visits eight years ago. There are

several reasons for the change, one being

that the number of the world's bishops

has qjproximately doubled over the last

50 years.

Another is that when Pope John

Paul II was ill during the last years of

his pontificate, he was unable to keep up
the pace of "ad limina" meetings, and a

backlog developed.

Today, even with a healthy pope, it's

doubtfril the Vatican can get back to the

five-year schedule, one Vatican source said.

The pope would have to meet with 540

bishops a year; last year, he met with 360.

The year 2007 will see "ad limina"

visits by bishops from places on four

continents, including Italy, Ukraine,

Slovakia, Portugal, Serbia, Kenya, Togo,

Benin, Gabon, Puerto Rico, the Dominican

Republic, Japan, Korea and Laos.

Pope Benedict plans to travel to

Brazil in mid-May to open a meeting of

the Latin American bishops' council, or

CELAM, and to Austria in September

for a Marian pilgrimage. The Brazil trip

is his first across an ocean, and Vatican

plarmers are doing all they can to keep it

short and sweet.

There's also a chance the pope may
visit the United Nations. An informal

invitation has been floated and the pope
is said to be considering it — the most
likely hypothesis would be a visit in late

September to address the opening of the

U.N. General Assembly.

"The door is open, and the idea is

circulating, but nothing's been decided

yet," one Vatican official said.

The pope's native Germany also

wants him back for another visit, this time

in the capital Berlin. Other invitations

have come from the Middle East and

Africa, but trips there are considered

less probable.

He'll make several trips in Italy,

including a pilgrimage in June to Assisi,

the birthplace of St. Francis.

The pope, who turns 80 in May,
plans sometime in the spring to publish

his book, "Jesus of Nazareth: From His

Baptism to His Transfiguration," a work
aimed at bringing a vivid portrait ofJesus

to a wide audience.

Before then, other papal documents

are expected to arrive; they include a

post-synodal apostolic exhortation on
the Eucharist and, according to Vatican

sources, a document issued "motu
proprio" (on his own initiative) that

would expand permission to use the pre-

Vatican II Tridentine Mass.

Sometime early in the year will appear

a preparatory document for the 2008
Synod ofBishops on "The Word ofGod in

the Life and Mission ofthe Church."

The pope has indicated he may name
new cardinals on a more frequent basis

than his predecessor, and he'll have an

opportunity to do so again this year. By
the end of February, he'll have at least

10 vacancies among the 120 cardinal-

electors, and by June he'll have at least

14 openings.

Candidates for the red hat include

heads ofmajor archdioceses like Dublin,

Paris, Washington, Toronto and Warsaw,

as well as a handfiil ofVatican officials.

But some believe the pope may look

particularly to Afiica, in an effort for

more geographical balance, and to Brazil

— the country with the world's largest

Catholic population but with only three

cardinal-electors.

The pope recently approved decrees

on sainthood causes, paving the way
for the canonization of four new saints,

probably sometime during 2007.

By the end of the year, Vatican

sources said, an important dossier may
also land on the pope's desk.

Following preliminary approval

by commissions of historians and
theologians, the cardinal and bishop

members of the Congregation for Saints'

Causes are expected to examine the

cause of Pope Pius XII, whose role

during World War II has long been hotly

debated between church officials and
some Jewish groups.

After sifting through the
documentation, the congregation will

offer its definitive opinion, sending it on
to the pope for a final decision.

I^tiiiia and Spain Pilgrimage

i^. FiibkkWiiislaw (pastor, St Jdlm the Ba^^

1^. TimoUi^ ikad (panxliial vkar, St Nat^^

OMidialfy invtte yra tojoin Oion on an ll-<lay spirits

pi^rinu^ to Rrtima and Spain Nay 7-17, 2007.

Tour highlights include Fatlma,the famous medieval

pilgrimage city of Santiago de Compastella, Avila & Segovia (the homes

of St.Teresa and St. John of the Cross),Toledo and Madrid. Price from

Charlotte: $2689 ($2589 before January 27, 2007).

nioie infonnalion cxmlactPe^^
(This is not a diocesan-sponsoredpilgrimage.)

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

flo ujonder uue end up at the same place:

Belmont Abbey College, the 13Q-year-old

'Catholic College of the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeking?

Belmont Abbey
College

That in all Tkinc s God may de GiORiriED

Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 "All-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Old-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

Why? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our website at

BelmontAbbeyCoilege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors Institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?

USJlews
AliBritai

Best
Colleges

2006
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The Bible brand
Examining the misuses of God's Word for

commercial gain

I once worked for a large bank
that was intensely protective of its

brand image.

The company had a group
of employees who were nicknamed
the "brand police." They patrolled

meeting rooms, checked advertising

pamphlets and scanned employee
communications looking formisuse ofthe

corporate logo.

Their most renowned case came
when a company division celebrated a

victory of some sort with a large cake

shaped in the form of the brand. This

was a big no-no in "logo land" as bite

marks on the brand were not considered

appetizing to the corporate image.

As employees were cutting and

eating the logo, the brand police swept

in, took the cake, crumbs and all, to an

undisclosed dumpster.

Sometimes I think we Christians

need something like the brand police.

Too often words of Scripture are twisted

and used for commercial gain ofone kind

or another.

I recently came across a promotional

TV spot for the NBA and a Web page for

a company that promotes dieting — the

Genesis way. Each made me want to call

a brand cop.

The diet company. Hallelujah Acres,

offers something called the Hallelujah

Diet. Based on a single verse from

Genesis, the company promotes a strict

vegan diet. Adherents don't eat meat,

seafood, sugar or cheese, but rely on

raw vegetables, nuts and smoothies

for nutrition.

Proponents claim health benefits and

a feeling of well-being. Others point out

that the hallelujah dieters undoubtedly

spend a lot of time in the bathroom.

Hallelujah Acres bases the company
philosophy on Genesis 1:29 — "And
God said, 'Behold, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that is on the

face of all the earth, and every tree with

seed in its fruit. You shall have them

for food.'"

Conveniently overlooked is Genesis

1:28, which tells us that we have

dominion over fish, birds and all the

creatures of the earth. Most people see

that passage as a divine OK for fried

chicken and cheeseburgers.

At the Hallelujah Acres Web site,

a banner on the home page says it

"teaches God's original plan for health

and healing." Did I miss something?

Was Jesus a vegan? I seem to recall

he ate bread, fish and wine in the New
Testament.

The company sells books, exercise

equipment, dietary supplements and,

oddly enough, cleaning products.

Hallelujah Acres markets its products and

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID MAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

philosophy through Christian churches,

and promotes the hallelujah lifestyle with

evangelical fervor.

At least HallelujahAcres is consistent

in integrating what it sees as biblical

truth throughout its business. The
NBA (no, it doesn't stand for National

Bible Association) recently aired a

promotional television spot that used a

Scripture verse.

In it, a basketball player for the

Seattle Supersonics makes a dramatic

game-winning shot. Then part of a verse

of Scripture appears on the screen: "The

desire accomplished is sweet to the soul."

(Proverbs 13:19).

How poignant, how touching,how . .

.

Madison Avenue. Professional basketball

is speed, grace and bling with a measure

of hip-hop thrown in. And although

everyone benefits from exposure to the

Word of God found in Scripture, it is a

bit of a stretch to think that observing one

lay-up coimects us to the Almighty.

Maybe I'm a cynic; maybe the NBA
is too. A league spokesman said the

commercial was one of several that used

quotes from literature that brought the

essence of basketball to life.

Never mind that the Bible shouldn't

be considered with other works of

literature; the commercial soimded like

a message from the marketing bullpen

intent on dressing up its product in every

conceivable outfit, just so it can touch the

largest potential audience.

Alas, the only "cop"we can call about

Scripture being co-opted for conmiercial

use is the one who is available 24/7

through prayer.

Call it Bible branding and file it

under skeptical, because anything that

quotes Scripture does a good thing

in giving glory to God. However, the

truth found in the Bible isn't trendy;

it is eternal.

David Hains is director of
communications for the Diocese of
Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains@
charlottediocese. org.

A podcast ofthis column is available

at www.charlottediocese.org.

What are people in

heaven like?
Q. Recently a co-worker asked about

our belief in the Communion of Saints,

specifically Scripture references about

our having a relationship with the ones

who have died and are in heaven.

Do those in heaven retain their own
identities? Are they aware of others in

eternity? Or ofpeople on earth? Or dothey
exist as part of the entire consciousness

that is the Creator? (Virginia)

A. First, we must admit that there

is much we do not know, and could not

possibly know, about the nature ofeternal

life with God. Even in heaven, while we
somehow will be absorbed into the divine

life of love, we will not be God.

The divine nature will forever be

beyond our ability to comprehend totally.

On the other hand, there is much
we do know from God's revelation.

Christian belief on the subject comes
directly or indirectly from the Scriptures,

especially from the New Testament, and

most particularly from the actions of

Jesus after the resurrection.

For St. Paul, the risen Christ is the

model of what our own resurrection will

be like. The Father who raised Jesus will

also raise us to be with him (2 Cor 4: 14).

Paul's most elaborate discussion of

this theme is in 1 Corinthians 15. The
resurrection of the Christian is proof of

our liberation from sin. Christ is the first

to rise; we rise in him. Our resurrection

fulfills our Lord's victory over
sin and death.

So, what was Jesus like after the

resurrection? First, he kept his identity.

He was still their fiiend Jesus who lived

among them and died.

Yet he was different. He moved and

acted in ways he could not — or did

not — before then. He appeared from

nowhere and disappeared the same. His

closest friends did not know him, and

then did recognize him.

Without going further, this tells us

much about our own resurrected fiiture.

We keep our identities. We can know
and relate to each other, though on some
different level than here. We are aware of

ourselves and each other.

These conclusions from the words

and actions of Jesus we find in the Bible

underlie Christian tradition about what

our risen life with each other will be

like. They are not novelties dreamed up

centuries later. They are part of Christian

literature and belief from the beginning

of Christianity.
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To offer just one example, one of
^\

the most beautiful descriptions of the

heavenly kingdom we receive from the

early fathers of the church is in a homily

by a giant of early Christianity, Bishop

Cyprian of Carthage, North Africa.

Before his martyrdom under the

Roman emperor in the year 259, he

encouraged his people to be strong and

not afraid to die for the faith they had

received from the Christian past.

Here on earth we are exiles, he

reminded them; death is a homecoming
we should welcome.

"We look on paradise as our country,"

he said, "and a great crowd of our loved

ones awaits us there, a coimtless throng

of parents, brothers and children long

for us to join them. Assured though they

are of their own salvation, they are still

concerned about ours. What joy both for

them and for us to see one another and

embrace!

"There the merciful are rewarded,

those who fulfilled the demands of

justice by providing for the poor. In

obedience to the Lord's command, they

turned their earthly possessions into

heavenly treasures.

"Let all our longing be to join them

as soon as we may."

Some Christians may disagree with

Cyprian and with us. But at least we can

speak confidently that our belief in this

aspect ofthe Communion of Saints is one

that derives from Jesus himself, and from

the first great leaders of oxu: faith who
walked in his steps.
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Afree brochure inEnglish orSpanish,

answering questions Catholics ask about <^

baptism practices and sponsors, is*

available by sending a stamped, self-

addressed envelope to Father John

Dietzen, Box 5515, Peoria, IL 61612.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.
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WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250 words

or less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone number

of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for

clarity, style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted to The Catholic

News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole or in part, in print,

electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Chariotte, N.C. 28237,

or e-mail catholicnews@chariottediocese.org.
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The big picture on human
rights and peace
Bridges needed between allies and enemies

for better world

Making a

Difference

TONY
MAGLIANO
CMS COLUMNIST

With his World Day of Peace theme.

The Human Person, the Heart of

Peace," Pope Benedict XVI builds his

New Year's Day message around the idea

that respect for all persons, at all times, in

every situation, promotes peace.

'As one created in the image of

God, each individual human being has

the dignity of a person; he or she is not

just something, but someone," writes the

pope.

He explains that humanity's dignity

must consistently be acknowledged with

the protection of each person's himian

rights. Those with greater political,

technical or economic power may not

violate the rights of others who are less

fortunate, says the pope. "Peace is based

on respect for the rights of all."

Pope Benedict firmly upholds the

right to life, not just the right to exist

but to live with dignity. He coimects the

victims of armed conflicts, terrorism and

various forms ofviolence with those who
suffer "silent deaths" caused by hunger,

abortion, embryonic experimentation

and euthanasia.

He asks: "How can we fail to see in

all this an attack on peace?"

In his efforts to promote human
rights. Pope Benedict does not single out

any one particular issue. Instead, he writes

that fellow human beings are suffering

and dying not only fi-om abortion, not

only from armed conflicts, not only from

hunger and not only from terrorism,

but from all of these— and many more
— injustices against humanity.

The pope is emphasizing that a

concern about protecting all himian rights

is essential for peace. Unfortunately,

many Catholics insist that only "their"

issues really matter.

For 25 years I have been active in

the Catholic pro-life movement, as well

as the Catholic peace movement. With

few exceptions, I have experienced that

each camp shows little interest in the

concerns of the other.

Though abortion, infanticide,

embryonic stem-cell research, cloning

and euthanasia all make war upon human
persons, the Catholic peace movement
continues largely to ignore these violent

attacks against humanity.

And though the arms trade,

extravagant military budgets, nuclear

weapons, space weapons, land mines,

pre-emptive attacks and war itself all

constitute assaults upon life, the Catholic

pro-life movement continues largely to

ignore these life issues.

As Catholics we need to keep
before us the "big picture" of human

rights. Everyone deserves the protection

of his or her God-given rights. When
these rights are denied, peace becomes

unreachable.

In his efforts to emphasize the

"essential equality of human persons,"

Pope Benedict explains that unjust

inequalities like the lack of food, water,

shelter, health care and sexism are among
the root-causes of violence.

Domestic and foreign policy shifts

strongly centered on human rights —
with far more fijnds for poverty-focused

aid— are the path to peace. We need to

build bridges, not blow them up.

Let's resolve in 2007 to construct

bridges between pro-life and pro-peace

groups, between the haves and have-

nots, and between allies and enemies.

Quoting St. Augustine, Pope
Benedict writes, "God created us without

our aid; but he did not choose to save us

without our aid." God expects us to do

our part.

With his help, let's commit ourselves

to working harder than ever this new
year for world peace based on universal

human rights.

,]Women: teachers of religion

in the church
Faith they impart resonates in next generation

of Catholics

hi

lii

Eighty percent of all lay ecclesial

'^1ministers, 65 percent of parish music

ministers and 88 percent of parish

religious educators are women, according

to the latest statistics from the Center for

Applied Research in the Apostolate at

Georgetown University in Washington.

Anyone following statistics knows
thatwomen always have been the primary

teachers of religion in the church. What
most people don't realize is how much of

their religious thinking has been formed

by women.
It wasn't long ago that our church

iiad a larger parochial school system, and

every child that went to a Catholic school

ivas taught by sisters.

Women religious orders were the

backbone of our Catholic tradition. They
prepared us for our first confession, our

» first Communion and for confirmation,

1 Mid religion was a daily part of their

:urriculum.

As I pondered the role women played

in forming my own religious thinking, I

:»uldn't help but remember my mother's

ind grandmother's role in this.

Regularly, my grandmother and I

(Vould catch the streetcar in Chicago to

the basilica to attend its weekly novena.

My mother often took me back to the old

Italian neighborhood where we would
visit the Our Lady of Pompeii or Nofre

Dame de Chicago churches.

She also liked to visit the hospital

named for Mother Cabrini where a

beautifiil statute of the saint adorned the

entrance. Mom liked Mother Cabrini

because she represented liberated

womanhood.
In our home, we practiced several

traditions that complemented our

Catholic fradition. On Easter eve we
made hot cross buns and learned that

they represented the cross Christ died on
to save us. Lamb was a must for Easter

Sunday's meal because Christ had died

as a sacrificial lamb.

Mom and my grandmother taught

us a number of imforgettable, homespun
moral lessons. Mom would always say,

"There is no fool like an old fool."

She wasn't against old age but

old people acting like children, those

perhaps who were neglecting their role

as wise elders.

We also had a motto, "Don't do
anything in the dark you wouldn't want

The Human
Side

FATHER
EUGENE
HEMRICK

CNS COLUMNIST

seen in the light."

My grandmother forever was
exclaiming in Italian, "O Dio mio!" that

is, "Oh my God!" It was her favorite

prayer when she was looking for sfrength

to overcome a problem.

I can honestly say that when I preach,

teach and write, I may be speaking for the

church, but the spirit behind the words is

that ofMom and Grandma. Their strong

faith rang through me and now rings out

to others.

In the past, mothers were usually

housekeepers. Today, most go off

to work. The days of women being

housekeepers solely is all but gone.

As much as this is true,women cannot

lose sight of the fact that fraditionally

they have been the foremost teachers of

religion.

We often say that our children are

the hope of the fiiture. Equally true is

that the fiiture hope of our children's

religious tradition is in the hands of the

women who bore them.

Pope says secret to

livingfulllifeliesin

opening up to

baby Jesus

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
' secret to living a life full of peace, joy

and love lies in opening up one's heart to

the baby Jesus, Pope Benedict XVI said.

"Everyone discovers in the baby
' of Bethlehem (that he or she) is freely

loved by God" and sees "God's infinite

j

goodness," the pope said in his first

general audience of 2007.

With his birth, Jesus "abundantly

spread among all people the gifts of

goodness, mercy and love," the pope said.

"Only the baby that lies in the crib

holds the true secret of life," the pope said,

I and the Christ Child wants everyone to

! welcome him and "make room for him in

our homes, our cities and our society."

The pope dedicated his weekly
catechesis to the First Letter of St. John

the Apostle. God's love for himianity is

so great, he said, that not only did God
send his only Son to redeem the sins of

mankind, he also has called people to be

(
his own children,

i

j

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience Jan. 3.

Dear brother and sisters.

At this first audience of the new
year, we continue our joyful reflection on

the birth of our Redeemer. Gazing upon

the helpless infant in the crib, alongside

Mary and Joseph, we share their sense of

wonder at God's infinite goodness and

gratuitous love.

In the words of St. John's first letter,

"We love because he first loved us" (1 Jn

4:19). Jesus has pitched his tent among
us and revealed to us the true face of the

Father, drawing us ever more deeply into

the mystery of his kingdom.

Sadly, the light of Christ is not

always accepted. In our own day, there

are many who reject him or reduce him

to a mere "teacher of wisdom," stripped

of his divinity.

But Jesus is truly God and truly man,

tirelessly proclaiming the Gospel to all

people and challenging us to open our

hearts to him. "To all who received him,

he gave power to become children of

God" (Jn 1:12).

What is our response to him? Let us

follow the example of so many holy men
and women throughout the history of the

church who have welcomed Emmanuel
into their lives, becoming beacons of

light and hope.

At the start of this new year, let us

once more open our hearts and minds to

him, so as to spread thejoy ofdiscipleship

to those around us.
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Faith rising from the ashes

Uthmnian Catholics restoring Hill of

Crosses damaged hy fire

BY JONATHAN LUXMORE
CATHOUC NEWS SERVICE

OXFORD, England — Lithuanian

Catholics have started to restore the

country's historic Hill of Crosses after a

fire damaged some ofthe smaller crosses.

"People have ateady begun praying

and placing new crosses in the damaged
area so it won't look empty and desolate

for long," Meilute Pozemeckaite, a local

council official, told Catholic News
Service Jan. 3 in a telephone interview.

Bishop Eugenijus Bartulis ofSiauliai

said most of the damage was done to

small crosses that can be replaced, but

some of the large crosses were charred.

"Fortunately the most valuable

crosses were spared, so the damage is

more moral than material," the bishop

told CNS Jan. 3 by phone.

Lithuanian church sources estimated

that at least 200,000 crosses of various

sizes were standing on the hill at the time

of the Dec. 28 fire. A crucifix donated in

September by Pope Benedict XVI was
imdamaged, they said.

Four fire brigades extinguished the

blaze, which burned approximately 60

square yards, according to an Interior

Ministry statement Dec. 30.

"This is by far the

most cultural place

...a symbol of hope
for the living rather

than the dead,"

— Meilute Pozemeckaite

Pozemeckaite said it was believed

the fire was started by candles, which are

not permitted on the hill.

"This is by far the most cultural place

in this part of Lithuania — a symbol of

hope for the living rather than the dead,"

he said.

The Hill ofCrosses, seven miles north

of Siauliai, is believed to mark the site of

a pagan massacre and contains crosses,

statues and rosaries commemorating
sufferings from the communist rule and

the war in Iraq.

Save $100 before February 2nd!

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST ©F IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 8 - ?S 20C7
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Hi(|hliQh(s include

spectacular Cliffe of Moher; Galway Bay area

Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

Bunratty Folk Park and Castie - traditional festive dinner

Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

Beautiful Glendalough - 6* century monastic site of St. Kevin

Ehiblin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral,CCormell Street, shopping — PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, aU tours and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/ fees, tip>s and insurance are extra.

For a brochure with complete details, call Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost

Tours at (800) 713-9800.

CNS PHOTO BY Ints Kalnins, Rejthc

People visit the Hill of Crosses near Siauliai, Lithuania, Jan. 3. A Dec. 28 fire damaged some of the crosses,

but people have begun restoring the famous site by bringing new crosses to burnt areas.

The stationing of crosses, dating

from the 14th century, began on a mass

scale after an 1831 uprising against

Russian rule and was revived in the

1950s by Catholics returning from
Siberian exile.

The Soviet government bulldozed

the site multiple times and considered

flooding the area. However, the Soviets

failed to deter the placing of crosses.

Pope John Paul II celebrated Mass
at the hill during his 1993 pilgrimage to

Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, and he

donated a large crucifix a year later.

Newly married couples traditionally

leave a cross on the hill, visited annually

by more than a million tourists and

pilgrims from around the world.

"MofDiDg felt
^

me kicK today!"
This month marks the half-way point to birth, and the baby is very active.

Sleep habits develop and his mother can feel him move and stretch,

particularly when she is resting He Is big and strong enough to kick

hard against the outside uterine wall and dent it. Up to now, although

he swam with ease in his watery world, he was too small for her to defect

because the inside wall of the uterus has no feeling. Babies born at this

age have survived.
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Perspectives

Father Dietzen answers

questions about

canonization;

Father Byron reflects on

Saddam's execution
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Serving

|the poor in

perpetuity

id

Bishop Curlin

endowment set up

for poor of diocese

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — During

his 50 years as a priest,

including 1 8 years as a bishop,

Bishop Emeritus William G.

Curlin worked to alleviate

the suffering of the poor, sick

and disenfranchised in the

Archdiocese of Washington,

D.C., and the Diocese of

Chariotte.

Thanks to an anonymous
donor. Bishop Curlin's work
for the poor in the Diocese

of Charlotte will continue for

years to come. The donor has

committed $60,000 to establish

the Bishop William G. Curlin

See CURLIN, page 6

35 years a diocese

Archive Photo

Bishop Michael J. Begley (center, sitting) is pictured during his ordination and installation as bishop of Charlotte at St. Patrick

Cathedral in 1972. This month, the Diocese of Charlotte celebrates its 35th anniversary.

Tomorrow's sisters today
Women considering lives as women reUgioiis

mmJgtr"

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — When
many young girls picture

themselves as adults, they

probably imagine having
husband, 2.5 kids, a dog

:nd a house with a white

picket fence.

But over the past 2,000

years, millions of women have

chosen a very different life:

one of poverty, chastity and

obedience. Days filled with

prayer and work with the

poorest of the poorest, the

sickest of the sick.

Evenintoday 'sincreasingly

secular world, women of all

ages continue to answer God's

call to the religious life, serving

as sisters and nuns.

In the past 40 years, the

number of women religious in

the United States has decreased

dramatically — from 179,954

in 1965 to 66,608 in 2006,

according to the Center for

See SISTERS, page 5

Courtesy photo

Mercy Sister Jill Weber, who is also a physical therapist, worlds with a resident of

Holy Angels in Belmont. Like Sister Weber, many sisters contradict the traditional

image of women religious— serving as Web site designers and radio broadcasters

for their orders, writing Internet blogs on their daily lives, rollerblading and playing

volleyball for recreation.
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Culture Watch

'Spiritual ecumenism' booklet;

Stallone's Catholicism

I
PAGES 10-11

Madame Speaker

Anticipating how Pelosi

will run the House

I PAGE 12

Diocese of Charlotte

celebrates anniversary

vuith book

BY DAVID MAINS
SPECIAL TO

THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD

CHARLOTTE — With a

cathedral full of priests and the

faithful, a local television news
station watched as Bishop
Michael J. Begley was ordained

and installed as the first bishop

of the Diocese of Charlotte.

That historic event took

place at St. Patrick Cathedral in

Charlotte Jan. 12, 1972.

To commemorate its 35th

anniversary, the diocese has

published a book, "Voices and

Places of the People of God
— The Diocese of Charlotte."

More than just a historic

record, the 160-page coffee

table book includes colorful

photographs, graphics and
spiritual reflections on Catholic

life in the 46-county diocese.

"The story ofour diocese is

a blend ofthe voices from those

See BOOK, page 8

Marching

for life

Local, national events

planned to mark 34th

anniversary of Roe

BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Bishop

Peter J. Jugis will take part in

the annual March for Life in

Washington Jan. 22, which marks

the 34th anniversary of the U.S.

Supreme Court's Roe v. Wade
decision legalizing abortion.

The event will begin with a

See MARCH, page 12

Day of Kings

Mexicans converge for

annual celebration

I
PAGE 16



2 The Catholic News & Herald

In Brief

January 12, 200Z

Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

ON THE GO

CNS PHOTO BY Mary Chalupsky, Catholic Transcript

Mike Mele, who celebrated his 1 00th birthday Dec. 1 6, 2006, poses by his sporty, candy-apple-red Ford

Probe in the parking lot of Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Hamden, Conn. Mele is a catechist, lector, altar

server and extraordinary minister of holy Communion at his church.

Catholic centenarian stays

on the move with multiple

parish duties
HAMDEN, Conn. (CNS) — Mike

Mele, a dapper, diminutive and downright

engaging centenarian who works out

three times a week at a local health

club and just gave up riding his horse.

Coco, celebrated his 100th birthday

Dec. 16,2006.

"I can't believe it myself," he said

at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church

in Hamden, where he serves as a lector,

catechist for fourth-graders, altar server

and extraordinary minister of holy

Communion.
He also has been the parish's choir

director and, years ago, directed parish

variety shows.

"You've got to keep active mentally

and physically," said Mele.

The New Haven native was working

in manufacturing when he met the

woman who was to become his wife of

38 years, Carmel.

Complimented by various people on

his great singing voice, he quit his job to

pursue a career in the theater. But being

married with a child, he later enlisted

in the Army's 102nd Regiment, singing

with a band.

After his Army stint, he worked as a

dental technician and research technician

before retiring at age 65.

After his wife died in 1980, Mele,

who still drives a sporty, candy-apple-red

Ford Probe, took up horseback riding. He
rode, sometimes as often as three times a

week, until mid-October, when he gave

it up.

"I wanted to quit while I was ahead,"

he said.

Mele also enjoys creating models.

"I love to make things," he said.

"If I had to do it all over again, I'd be a

schoolteacher . . . study piano, and work
for Walt Disney making models for

their villages."

In his home is a shrine to Our Lady
of Lourdes that he made, complete with

a triple waterfall that flows down about

8 or 9 feet. He also made an ornate table

that sits on the altar in church.

"Mike lives what he teaches,"

said Mercy Sister Ann O'Neill, parish

religious education director. "He's an

inspiration to everyone."

As far as his own health regimen, he

said he eats "whatever I want," works out

and sees his doctor twice a year. He also

enjoys a glass of red wine.

"Jesus would not have turned water

into wine" if it wasn't good fqr you,"

he quipped.

"He has an exuberance for life that is

contagious," said Michael Mele, who is

amazed by his father's energy, longevity

and the fact that he takes no medications.

"And it all starts with his faith."

Catholic agencies distribute holiday

aid packages in Gaza Strip

Blankets, food given to thousands offamilies

JERUSALEM (CNS) — Three
Catholic aid agencies distributed blankets

and food to several thousand families in

the Gaza Strip as the new year began.

The aid packages included 12 food

items plus two blankets, said Omar
Shaban, Gaza field manager for Catholic

Relief Services, the U.S. bishops'

international aid and relief agency.

"The winter is colder than normal

this year, and the people felt we were

really thinking about them," Shaban said.

"Coming at the time of the holiday and

during the cold winter, people received

these packages like a gift."

CRS partnered with two other

Catholic organizations — Trocaire, the

overseas development agency of the

Irish bishops, and Caritas France, part of

the international Catholic aid network of

Caritas Intem'ationalis — to implement

the holiday-season distribution to the

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — Speak the Truth in Love, a

free series of classes addressing the Catholic

Church's teachings on life, love and marriage,

meets at Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97 Haywood
St. Classes wiU meet the third Saturday of each

month, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. The topic for Jan. 20

will be "M)^hs of Contraception vs. God's

Methodology." For more information, call Nina

at (828) 299-7618 or Helen at (828) 683-9001 or

e-mail geodrc@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Church, 3016

Providence Rd., will offer the Catholics

Returning Home program Tuesdays, through

Feb. 20. The program offers a non-judgmental

atmosphere for inactive Catholics to become
reacquainted with the basics of their religion

and to get answers to any questions that they

may have. For more information, call the church

office at (704) 364-543 I.-

CHARLOTTE— An eight-week study of Pope

John Paul 11 's teaching on sex and marriage,

Theology ofthe Body: The Church 's Teaching on

Sex and Marriage, will be presented Tuesdays,

through Feb. 27. Classes will meet 7-9 p.m. in

the Annex at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon

St. Babysitting will be provided. A one-hour

film presentation by Christopher West will

be followed by discussion. Pre-registration is

required by calling (803) 548-3356.

CHARLOTTE — The St Maximilian Kolbe

Fraternity ofthe Secular Franciscan Order will

host an inquiry formation session Jan. 20, 10

a.m.- 1 2 p.m. at Our Lady ofConsolation Church,

more needy areas of the Gaza Strip^

such as sites of heavy fighting between

Israeli and Palestinian forces in early

November. ;

The distribution, which began Dec.

30, was designed to deliver about

6,000 locally produced blankets for the

holidays, but the large demand and a

four-day Islamic holiday caused a delay.

"The factories have to produce about

250 blankets a day each," Shaban said.

"Six thousand blankets is a huge number
of blankets. Even in Tel Aviv (Israel) you
can't find 6,000 blankets in storage."

Some blankets were imported fi-ora

Turkey to help fill the order, he added.

The aid agencies targeted single-

parent households, especially those

headed by women; families with
members with disabilities; and families

who have had lengthy periods with little

or no income.

2301 Statesville Ave. Those interested in learning

more about the SFO and the Franciscan way of life

are invited to attend. For more information, call

Tom O'Loughlin at (704) 947-7235 or Kathleen

Zuckerman at (704) 455-7954.

CHARLOTTE— Sign-ups for Why Catholic? will

be offered at St. Matthew Church, 801 5 Ballantyne

Commons Pkwy., at all Masses Jan. 27-28. Why
Catholic? consists of small groups meeting in

homes to pray and discuss Scripture, the Catholic

catechism and how our Catholic faith affects

our everyday lives. For more information, call

(704) 543-7677 ext. 1056.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT— Queen ofthe Apostles Church, 503

N. Main St., will conclude its Faith Formation

Series on the place for the biblical ethic and

lifestyle in our 21st-century consumer society,

Jan. 16, 7:30-9 p.m. For more information,

call Dennis Teall-Fleming, director of faith

formation, at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26 or e-mail

teallfleming@yahoo.com

.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council of
Catholic Women will host a covered-dish luncheon

at St. Paul the Apostle Church, Jan. 24 (snow date

is Jan. 31) 12-2p.m. The program will be "Famous
People of Guilford County" presented by Betty

Gale Sikes of the Greensboro Historical Museum.
Please bring your favorite dish to share with

friends. For more information, please call Carmen
Wood at (336) 545-9266.

HIGH POINT — Chris Skinner, a nationally

known speaker whose life was changed forever

after a near-fatal car accident several years ago,

will share the lessons he learned and give his

message of hope and determination at Immaculate

Heart of Mary Church, 4145 Johnson St., Jan.

28 at 7 p.m. This program is for parents and
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our advertisers. Second-class postage paid at

Chariotte NC and other cities. POSTMASTER:
Send address corrections to The Catholic

News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Charlotte,

NC 28237.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope to diplomats: Respect for rights, desires is

only path to peace

Warsaw archbishop's resignation prompts

Vatican embarrassment, relief

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Condemning continuing bloodshed in

Iraq and Afghanistan, renewed fighting

m Somalia and Sri Lanka and the ongoing

holding of hostages in Colombia, Pope

Benedict XVI said respect for the human
rights and legitimate aspirations of

peoples is the only path to peace.

"The Holy See will never tire of

reiterating that armed solutions achieve

nothing, as we saw in Lebanon last

summer," the pope said Jan. 8 in his

annual address to ambassadors serving

at the Vatican.

Pope Benedict also condemned
increased attacks on human life,

particularly through abortion, and
attempts to redefine marriage.

"It is by respecting the human person

that peace can be promoted," he told the

ambassadors and representatives from

175 countries. "Yes, the fixture can be

serene ifwe work together for humanity.

Man, created in the image of God, has

youths, grades 6-12. For more information, visit

www.chrisskinner.org or call Terry Aiken at

(336)869-7739.

HIGH POfNT Ititri*CiH«e Heart of Mary
Char6t^ 4445 l^aam St. will have air Open
MMe hta. H, anytth^ wIki liavtf questi^
about the Catholic faitH or to any "fonner"

Catholics. The program will include a brief

presentation on our Catholic inquiry classes,

kactrve CathoKic program and continuing «f}alt

1^ ftRio^^f^^aMco;A toar of tbe cbufth a»i
ISOfC' ntfer!TT^ltlOTl

,

an incomparable dignity; man, who is so

worthy of love in the eyes of his creator

that God did not hesitate to give his own
Son for him."

Pope Benedict told the ambassadors

that in situations of tension and conflict,

dialogue and negotiation hold the only

hope for a lasting solution.

In the Middle East, he said, "it is no

longer possible to be satisfied with partial

or unilateral solutions," but it is time for

negotiations aimed at involving each of

the communities and finding a way to

respond to their legitimate hopes.

With the Iranian ambassador to

the Holy See in attendance. Pope
Benedict called on Iran to contribute

to a growth of trust in the region by

offering a "satisfactory response" to

the international community's concerns

over its nuclear program, cooperating

with inspectors to prove the program is

for civilian energy production and not

weapons development.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

SALISBURY — Elizabeth Ministry is a peer

ministry comprised of Sacred Heart Chxircb

parishioners who have tost babies before of

shortly after ^infe Canhdagd^ p«er ministry,

information' aad jpiiitli^ it^lteiial^ are offered

jrt no cost or obHgation to anyone who has

experienced miscarriage, stillbirth or the

death of a newborn. For details, call Renee

Washington at r7a4> 657-047? or Sharon

Smi^s at (704 •

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
resignation of Polish Archbishop
Stanislaw Wielgus of Warsaw has

prompted embarrassment and
disappointment in the Vatican, along

with a sense of relief that Pope Benedict

XVI did not allow the awkward drama to

continue a single day longer.

In a statement, the Vatican praised the

"humility" of Archbishop Wielgus, who
resigned Jan. 7, two days after formally

taking office and admitting he had once

cooperated with the secret police of

Poland's former communist regime.

Privately, however, several Vatican

officials expressed irritation that the

archbishop had apparently not been fully

frank about his past fi-om the begiiming.

They also questioned how the Vatican's

normally exhaustive vetting process

broke down in one of Eastern Europe's

most important episcopal appointments.

"When Msgr. Wielgus was nominated,

we knew nothing about his collaboration

with the secret police," Cardinal Giovanni

Battista Re, head of the Vatican's

CcHigregation for Bishc^s, told the Italian

newspaper Corriere della Sera.

The Vatican spokesman, Jesuit Father

Federico Lombardi, said Archbishop

Wielgus' resignation was "appropriate"

because his authority as bishop had been

compromised.

"The behavior of (Archbishop)

Wielgus during the years ofthecommunist

regime in Poland seriously compromised
his authority, even with the faithfiil,"

Father Lombardi said Jan. 7.

"Therefore, despite his humble
and moving request for forgiveness, his

resignation from the Warsaw see and the

Holy Father's quick acceptance ofit appears

as an appropriate solution to the situation of

disorientation that has been created in that

nation," the spokesman said.

In a Jan. 5 statement to Catholics,

Archbishop Wielgus said he had
presented the pope and relevant Vatican

agencies with "that part ofmy life which

was entangled in contacts with secret

intelligence, acting in the conditions of a

totalitarian state, hostile to the church."

"Today, I state with fiUl conviction that

I didn't inform on or try to harm anyone.

But throu^ the fact ofthis entaiglemait, I

harmed the church," he said.

^itatioR
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Living the consecrated life

VOCATIONS
January 12, 2007

Photo by Deacon Gerald Potkay

Sister Sheila Richardson makes her profession of perpetual vows as an eremitic of St. Augustine for the

Diocese of Charlotte to Bishop Peter J. Jugis at St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte Dec. 31

.

Sister Richardson professes vows as eremitic for diocese

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Sister Sheila

Richardson, promoter of justice and

assessor with the diocesan tribunal,

recently made her final profession of

vows as an eremitic of St. Augustine for

the Diocese of Charlotte.

Sister Richardson made her vows
during a Mass of religious profession

celebrated by Bishop Peter J. Jugis at St.

Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte Dec. 3 1

.

"The Gospel puts forward the idea

of the consecration of the person in the

person's exclusive dedication to God
by virtue of the evangelical counsels

— chastity, poverty and obedience— not

a mere 'no' but a profound 'yes' in the

spousal order; the gift of self for love in a

total and undivided manner," said Sister

Richardson.

Having fulfilled aperiod ofprobation.

Sister Richardson made her perpetual

profession of the evangelical counsels.

An eremite, or hermit, is one who
lives a life of religious consecration in

solitude. Eremites are recognized by
canon law as people dedicated to God in

the consecrated life when they publicly

profess in the hands of the diocesan

bishop the three evangelical counsels, are

confirmed by vow or other sacred bond,

and observe a proper program of living

under the bishop's direction.

Eremitic life was a standard form

of religious consecration in the early

centuries of Christianity. In the West
it has been largely obscured by the

communal forms of monasticism, apart

from the minor hermitic revivals in the

11th, 13th and 14th centuries.

Canon law says anyone taking

religious vows as an eremite should be

under the direction of the local bishop.

A convert to Catholicism, Sister

Richardson serves on the diocesan

tribunal, which examines cases of

marriage when couples petition for a

marriage aimulment, necessary in order

to remarry in the Catholic Church.

Sister Richardson graduated from

Whittier College School of Law and

practiced civil law for a major corporation

more than 10 years. She studied theology

at Mt. Angel Seminary in St. Benedict,

Ore., and received her degree in canon

law from St. Paul University in Ottawa,

Ontario.

Sister Richardson retired from the

practice of law to study theology and to

pursue a vocation in the consecrated life.

ITiEQRATQRYj
434 Charlotte Avenue, P.O. Box 1 1 586 '}

Rock Hill, SC 2973-1 586

(803) 327-2097
\

27th Cardinal Newman Lecture

9:30 am - 4 pm— Saturday, February 24

Sr. Maria Riley, O.P.

A long-tinrie member of the Center for Concern staff, Dr. Riley has been a witness for

justice in prophetic areas of global economics, labor and women's rights.

The Newman Lecture is an annual gift to the regional church to celebrate the life

and ministry of Cardinal John Henry Newman. The schedule includes noon

Eucharist and a chamber music concert.

It is open to the all without charge or pre-registration.

For more information, please contact:

The Oratory: Center for Spirituality, PO Box 1 1 586, Rock Hill, SC 2973 1 -1 586.

YOUR CLOSET
ONLY BETTER.

Custom storage solutions for every
room in your house.

• Closets, offices, garages, entertainment

centers etc.

• Handcrafted designs that fit your needs

and style

• Professionally trained designers and

installers

25% OFF With This A
FREE INSTALLATION

We Will Beat Any Competitor's Offer

Call for a FREEdesignSnsStation

704.676.5000

closet^actory

www.closetfactory.com CNH-
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Women consider vocations

SISTERS, from page 1

Applied Research in the Apostolate

(CARA), at Georgetown University in

Washington, D.C.

"We know the Catholic Church will

persevere, and whatever is needed will

be provided," said Franciscan Sister

Andrea Inkxott, director of diocesan

Hispanic ministry.

Although the data confirms that

there has been a drop in vocations, the

past five years have seen some reversal

in that trend.

According to a recent article in Time
magazine, convents inAnn Arbor, Mich.;

Nashville and New York City have

welcomed more than 1 5 candidates each

in the past 12 months.

"Religious orders have always

been on the forefi-ont of discerning and

meeting the needs of the times for the

Catholic Church and society," Sister

Inkrott said.

The National Coalition for Church

Vocations sponsored National Vocation

Awareness Week Jan. 8-12.

A key to raising awareness of and

encouraging vocations seems to be

visibility. Although every parish arnd

mission has a priest celebrating Mass
each weekend, some even every day,

seeing a sister— especially one in habit

— is becoming more and more rare.

Mercy Sister Mary Timothy Warren,

diocesan vicar for women religious,

suggested several ways to encourage the

religious life including "Come and See"

weekends, where possible candidates

spend time at a convent; and individual

contact with sisters and sisters sharing

their ministry work with young women.

An abundance ofchoices

With hundreds of orders to choose

fi-om— 19 are represented in the Diocese

of Charlotte— finding the "right fit" can

be a tedious process.

But for a woman considering

becoming a sister, the research process

has gotten much easier, thanks to the

Internet. Many communities have their

own Web sites, outlining their missions,

daily life and histories.

A few sisters even have their own
blogs, or Internet journal. One such blog

is A Nun's Life written by Sister Julie

Viera, a member of the Sisters, Servants

of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

"Mostly, A Nun's Life is my story—
what it is like for me to be Catholic mm,"
Sister Viera writes on her blog. "It's also

about nuns and sisters in general, how we
are portrayed in the media, and who we
are 'for real.'"

Vocation Match, provided by of the

Vision Vocation Network, serves as a sort

of "dating service" for vocations. The
Web site features overviews of various

communities, a book list for seekers,

vocation-related links, quizzes, blogs and

BELMONT ABBEY
COLLEGE

Para Celebrar la Unida

Presente en la Comiinidad

La Universidad Belmont Abbey College

Invita a la comunidad Latina

A una misa que se celebrara en Espanol

en la Basilica de Belmont Abbey

El core Alegria Hispana

(de la Iglesia de San Gabriel)

nos deleitar con su musica

2 de Febrero del 2007

a las 8:00 de la noche

Seguido por una Recepcibn

To Celebrate Unity within the Community
Belmont Abbey College invites

the local Hispanic Community to a

Spanish Mass at the Abbey Basilica

Music by Alegria Hispana Choir

(from St. Gabriel Catholic Church)

Friday, February 2, 2007, at 8 PM
I^eception Following

Belmont Abbey is off exit 26 on 1-85 — only 10 minutes from the

Charlotte airport!

Courtesy photo

Mercy Sister Erencia Saipweirik is seen with several students from Saramen Chuuk Academy in Guam,

where she ministers as the vice principal. Women religious serve throughout the world, often in isolated,

impoverished areas.

a listing for discernment events.

A serious inquirer can fill out a

survey and be matched to religious

commimities that share her preferences

for community and prayer life.

Who are tomorrow's sisters?

Miriam Stella is one of several

students at Belmont Abbey College in

Belmont considering life as a woman
religious.

The sophomore grew up in

Hanceville, Ala., near Mother Angelica's

vibrant Poor Clare Nuns of Perpetual

Adoration community.

Seeing nuns so often helped Stella

to realize "they're regular women, just

like me."

"IfGod is calling me to the religious

life, I'll be happy, because it will be the

only way I will be happy," said Stella.

Kara Hansen is another young
woman considering the religious life.

A recent convert to Catholicism, she

described herself as "open to the idea" of

the religious life.

"It's stepping away from the world

and making a huge commitment to the

Lord," said Hansen, a junior at Western

Carolina University in Cullowhee.

More than ajob

Becoming a religious begins with a

desire to deepen one's relationship with

God, said Sister Angela Perez. Sister

Perez is a member ofthe Sisters ofMercy
Regional Community of North Carolina

Leadership Team.

"I have experienced the presence of

God in my life. I've been able to help

people and contribute to the betterment

of their lives," said Sister Perez.

The religious life is not a career. Sister

Perez stressed. Rather, it is a vocation, as

are marriage and the single Ufe.

In years past, it may have seemed

as if women religious had few choices:

teacher, nurse, contemplative. Today,

women religious serve in a wide variety

of areas. Among the Sisters ofMercy are

a physician, a physical therapist, a police

chaplain and a member of the adjunct

faculty at the Divinity School at Wake
Forest University in Winston-Salem.

With so many choices, there is

certainly a place for any woman wanting

to live the religious life.

"God's call to young women to

serve as vowed religious is steady and

persistent," said Sister Warren.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

MORE COVERAGE
Read Kathy Repass' column, "The heart:

following destiny's path," on page 15.

Experiencing difficulties in your marriage?

A Lifeline for Marriage

January 19 - 21 in Ralei^

Come for a weekend to rediscover your spouse under the

ministry of Retrouvaille, (pronounced "re-tro-vye").

Designed to provide tools for diffictJt times, this weekend

will help married couples examine their Hves in new,

positive ways.

Retrouvaille has helped many thousands of couples

experiencing everything from disillusionment to

deep-misery.

For confldential info or to register: 336-297-0595 or retrouvaillenc@msn.com.
Visit our Web site: HelpOurMarriage.com
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Bishop William G. Curlin

endowment to help poor

CURLIN, from page 1

Endowment Fund for the Poor.

According to Jim Kelley, director

of the diocesan development office,

the donor has "great respect for Bishop

Curlin" and wants to show his gratitude

for the bishop's work with the poor.

"When I scrutinized my own
stewardship, I realized I hadn't done

anything specifically for the poor," the

donor said. "Bishop Curlin always worked

for the poor; I set up the endowment
to honor him and his charism."

One of 149 endowments provided by

the Foundation for the Roman Catholic

Diocese of Charlotte, the Bishop Curlin

fund is the only endowment established

to directly benefit the poor.

The foundation is a non-profit

organization established to provide

endowments for the diocese
and its parishes, schools, agencies

and organizations.

An endowment is a permanent fiond

placed in the diocesan foundation that

earns income over time. The original

amount is not spent, but the income can

be used in a maimer stipulated in the

donor's estate plan or in an endowment
agreement, according to Kelley.

A committee of three-to-five

members is set up for each endowment to

determine how fimds will be distributed.

A history ofservice

Throughout his life, Bishop Curlin

was committed to serving the poor

and ill.

"We had sickness in my family,

so I was raised in an envirormient that

always had compassion for people," he

said in November 2002, shortly after

his retirement.

"I remember on a Thanksgiving, my
grandparents gave away the turkey at

the back door to a woman with children

who were hungry and had no food," the

bishop said.

During his 13-year pastorate at St.

Mary Church in Washington, he helped

open many shelters and soup kitchens.

He also converted the former convent

into a shelter for homeless women
and children.

Bishop Curlin was the president of

the board of the directors of Catholic

Charities in Washington.

Bishop Curlin also had a long

working relationship and fiiendship with

Blessed Mother Teresa. In July 1995, she

visited Charlotte as the keynote speaker

for an ecumenical prayer service.

While in the diocese, Mother Teresa

established a convent and left: four of her

sisters here to continue in ministry to

the poor.

"I am honored to have this endowment
established in my name," Bishop Curlin

said in a recent interview. "When I came
to the Diocese of Charlotte, the first thing

I asked was, 'What are we doing for

the poor?'"

Thanks to Bishop Curlin's spirit of

charity and a generous donor's gift, the

Diocese of Charlotte will be able to serve

the poor through numerous ministries for

many years to come.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the diocesan

foundation and endowments, call Jim

Kelley at (704) 370-3301 or e-mail

jkkelley@charlottediocese.org.

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION
The diocesan foundation was incorporated

in 1994 to provide endowments for

the Diocese of Charlotte and its

parishes, agencies and organizations.

An endowment is a permanent fund in

which the principal is never touched.

The income may be used in accordance

with the wishes of the donor organization

or individual. Once an endowment is

established, anyone may add to the

fund. Over the past 11 years, more than

$2 million has been distributed by the

foundation to parishes, schools and

agencies.

Bishops, Catholic Charities call

for minimum wage increase
WASHINGTON (CNS)— The U.S.

bishops and Catholic Charities USA
have called for an increase in the federal

minimum wage.

"The minimum wage needs to be

raised not just for the goods and services

a person can buy but for the self-esteem

and self-worth it affords," said Bishop

Nicholas DiMarzio of Brooklyn, N.Y.,

chairman ofthe U.S. bishops' Committee
on Domestic Policy, in a Jan. 8 letter to

members of Congress.

In a Jan. 9 statement. Catholic

Charities USA joined in the call for

increasing the minimum wage, as it

prepared to unveil a plan Jan. 10 called

the Campaign to Reduce Poverty in

America, with a specific target for

reducing the poverty rate over time.

The House was expected to vote Jan.

10 on a bill to raise minimum wage from

$5.15 an hour to $7.25 an hour by 2009.

"As pastors, bishops see the tragic

human and social consequences on
individuals, their families and society

when workers carmot support themselves

and their families by their own labor,"

Bishop DiMarzio said in his letter.

At $5.15 an hour, a person working

fixll time would make $10,700 a year,

"nearly $6,000 below the poverty level

for a family of three," he said.

"Raising the minimum wage is only

one step needed to address the larger,

more pressing problem of poverty

in America. In our shelters and soup
kitchens, in our parishes and schools,

we see working families who can't make
ends meet. We serve too many families

where men and women work full time

and still live in destitution," he added.

"Our nation needs a persistent and
determined effort to overcome poverty,"

Bishop DiMarzio told Congress. "We
hope you will work together across

partisan and ideological lines to shape

a comprehensive strategy and common
commitment to lift all ofour brothers and
sisters out of poverty."

Catholic Charities said the minimum
wage should be indexed to account for

inflation. The current $5.15 minimum wage
is equivalent to only $3.95 in 1995 dollars,

lower than the $4.25 minimum wage level

before the last increase in 1997.

"Over the last several years, our

agencies have been coping with steady

double-digit increases each year in

requests for emergency assistance

because low-wage workers simply
cannot earn enough to cover rent, child

care, food, utilities and clothing for their

families," said Father Larry Snyder,

Catholic Charities USA's president.

"Many people served by Catholic

Charities agencies are poor despite full-

time employment at the bottom of the

labor market," he said in the statement.

"People who work full time should not

live in poverty."

THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS

OF THE HOLY LAND

1400 Quincy St., N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20017

www.myfrancisan.org

Phone 202-526-6800 ext. 334
vocation@myfranciscan.com

To foUov^ Christ in the style of St. Francis by hving and working for

Gospel values in the Lord's Holy Places?

To perform charitable, educational and social works for the welfare of all

who live in or come to the Holy Land?

If so, please contact the Franciscan Friars of the Holy Land.
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In loving service

Serve the poor to better know God,

pope says at soup kitchen

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME— Visiting a shelter and soup

kitchen operated by the Rome diocesan

Caritas organization. Pope Benedict XVI
said ofifering loving service to others is a

way to better know God.

"Here one can experience the fact

that when we love our neighbor we know
God better: In the grotto of Bethlehem,

he revealed himself to us in the poverty

of a newborn needing everything," the

pope said Jan. 4.

When the pope arrived at the

Caritas complex, it was named for the

neighborhood, Colle Oppio, where it

is located. But before he left, he had

officially renamed it in memory of

Pope Jolm Paul II.

The pope greeted himdreds ofpeople

who had gathered outside the complex

before touring the reception center, the

kitchen, the dining room and the Nativity

scene set up by the center's clients

and volunteers.

In tfie courtyard of the soup kitchen,

ll^ t^ctkje to some of the 120 rohmteers

1l4ib' l^g^My ste^ ^ cent^ and to

^^vt^ml^minlred of tts^ regular giiests.
'

'The Nativity scene, he said, speaks

of the love of God.

"In its 3irnplicity, the crech« telis

til tk^i* and jwverty ^

"Here one can
experience the fact

that when we loye

our neighbor we
know God better:

In the grotto of

Bethlehem, he
revealed himself to

us in the poverty of

a newborn needing

everything."

— Pope Benedict XVI

every Nativity scene, there spreads a

{M-oclamatioH^at is for everyone: Jesus

loves ws aad te^hei v/& how to tov«^

he said.

In serving others, he said, the

volunteers "experience the beauty of this

love; they (fan feel the depths of the joy

that derives from Jt, a joy^at ceptainly '\it

CNS PHOTOS BY L'OSSERVATORE ROHANO

Above: Pope Benedict XVI greets workers at the Caritas soup kitchen and shelter in Rome Jan. 4. The

pontiff renamed the center after his predecessor, Pope John Paul II. It has served an estimated 9 million

meals since opening in 1983. Below: Pope Benedict greets a man outside the Caritas shelter and soup

kitchen.

In return, the pope gave the shelter

10,000 blankets and 2,000 winter coats

and wished everyone "a good day wsA^
goodhmch" v

ill his spfi^ tflt iJk) ^o«|),;^fBpe
offered his best Tfishes to the fcditer's

clients and to all of their fri^ds who,

"coming from almost all the countries of

f.ill^-Ilproe ,|ep«irted that
^

If li»f111
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Archive Photo

Bishop Michael J. Begley talks with coal miners during one of his many trips to Appalachia in this undated

archive photo.

"What you have to realize is that you don't run the

Church— the Holy Spirit runs the Church. Now, what
you have to do is step aside and let Him get on with it."

— Bishop Michael J. Begley, to

then^Bishop John F. Donoghue

^^ )T MEANS TO BE " Sl. fl-ND "'Catholic"

Sw-n Mi-eiifx-*,

m
CHAPLOTTE. 1852

Diocese celebrates 35
BOOK, from page 1

people who can trace their ancestries to

nearby towns as well as those who have

come to western North Carolina from the

other side of the world," wrote Bishop

Peter J. Jugis in his introductory letter in

the book.

"I hope this book will inspire all of

us to continue together to play a part in

advancing the kingdom of God in the

21st century," he wrote.

The book contains photographs

of all 92 parishes and missions in the

diocese as well as a trove of historical

photos, facts and important dates in

diocesan history. The centerpiece of the

book features 49 spiritual reflections,

poems and essays submitted by lay

people, religious, priests and two former

bishops ofthe diocese.

Copies of the book were purchased

by the parishes and missions to be sold

to parishioners. Additional copies will

be available through the diocesan Web
site in March.

Reflections ofa diocese

The reflections in the book are

diverse and informative.

Retired Archbishop John F.

Donoghue of Atlanta served as bishop

of Charlotte from 1984 until 1993.

His humorous reflection describes

the personal upheaval he experienced

when, after serving the Archdiocese

of Washington for more than 20 years,

he was appointed bishop of the small

mission Diocese of Charlotte.

Nearly overwhelmed by the many
issues he faced as bishop, he recalled a

visit from Bishop Begley.

"He looked me sfraight in the eye

and said: 'Young man,' — I was 56 at

the time — 'young man, what you have

to realize is that you don't run the Church
— the Holy Spirit runs the Church. Now,
what you have to do is step aside and let

Him get on with it."

A reflection by Bishop Emeritus
William G. Curlin, who served as bishop

from 1993 until 2003, is taken from
his memorial Mass for Blessed Mother
Teresa in 1997.

Bishop Curlin and Mother Teresa,

who established a convent in the diocese

in 1995, were longtime Ixiends. Bishop

Curlin sums up her life as well as his

own in the closing sentence of his essay:

"One person filled with faith and love

can make a difference."

"Voices and Places of the People

of God" includes photos pulled from
diocesan archives as well as little-known

facts about churches and schools of

the diocese.

For example, St. Patrick Cathedral

was paid for by Texas oilman John
Henry Phelan, who donated the fiinds

in honor of his parents who were
native Charlotteans. On another page.

Bishop Begley is pictured speaking with

Appalachian coal miners in the 1970s.

Bishop Begley authored a 1973

pastoral letter, "This Land is Home to

Me," that deepened the solidarity of

the church with the poor in Appalachia.

A reflection in the book by Joseph

Purello, director of Catholic Social

Services' Office of Justice and Peace in

the Diocese of Charlotte, explains the

letter's lasting impact.

"The letter inspired many religious

and laity to go to Appalachia and assist

in works of charity and justice," wrote

Purello.

Then and now

The history ofthe Catholic Church in

North Carolina dates back to the 1830s,

when priests on horseback roamed the

countryside, celebrating the sacraments

and bringing the Gospel to the few
Catholics scattered around the state.

The Diocese of Raleigh would
eventually encompass all of North
Carolina. When Pope Paul VI established

the Diocese of Charlotte in 1972,

Archive Photo

Msgn Joseph Kerin and then-Bishop John F, Donoghue stand on the site of the future St. Matthew Church

in Charlotte in this archive photo taken in the late 1 980s.

RememLer Gods

Ltilljours

You can. take care of your family anJ your

ckurcli tkrougli your will. You can express your

commitment to your Ckurck ky making a Request

to tlie Diocese of CliarlotLe or to your parisk.

Simply kave tke following statemejit included in

your will: "I have to line Roman Caihohc Diocese

of Charlotte (or parish, city) the sum of

$ (or percent of the residue ofmy estate)

for its religious, educational and charitable works"

otthe
Roman Catholic Diocese of Clwrloae

To receive thefree booklet "Better Estate Planning" contactJudy Smith, Director ofPlanned Giving,

704-370-3320: 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203. jmsmith@charlottediocese.org.
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"I hope this book will inspire all of us

to continue together to play a part in

advancing the kingdom of God in the

21st century."

— Bishop Peter J. Jugis

proximately 34,000 Catholics lived in

western 46-coimty region.

Under the guidance of Bishop

5gley, Bishop (now Archbishop)
jnoghue. Bishop Curlin and
shop Jugis, the diocese has grown
include approximately 300,000
ople worshipping in 92 parishes

d missions.

The diocese currently has 1 8 schools,

;luding two high schools— Charlotte

tholic High School and Bishop
;Guinness Catholic High School in

mersville — with a total enrollment

7,561 students.

In September 1991, the diocese

ablished its own newspaper. The
tholic News & Herald. Mailed
times a year to every parish and

;istered parishioner in the diocese, the

alication's current circulation is more
n 51,000 households.

The diocese celebrated its 25th

liversary in January 1997 with a Mass
St. Matthew Church in Charlotte,

ring the Mass attended by 500
)ple, then-Bishop Curlin paid tribute

he diocese's foimding bishop. Bishop

jley.

Building a parish is no easy task,

hop Curlin said, but the task of

iblishing a diocese is monumental.

"It takes great faith, love, much
patience and many gifts. And these

gifts were richly evident when BisHop

Begley established this diocese," said

Bishop Curlin.

Bishop Begley died in High Point

Feb. 9, 2002. He was 92.

At St. Ann Church in Charlotte,

Bishop Begley had baptized an infant

who was to become the fourth bishop

of Charlotte— Bishop Jugis.

"The strength of our church comes

from the grace of God to the people

who serve him," wrote Bishop Jugis

in "Voices and Places of the People

of God."

"We may speak different languages

and celebrate different customs, but we
are united in our worship and service to

the Lord and his Church here in North

Carolina," he wrote.

David Hains is director of
communications for the Diocese of
Charlotte.

Contributing to this article was
Editor Kevin E. Murray.

MORE COVERAGE
Read David Mains' column on page 14.

ArdenSt. Thomas Aquinas Academy
A liigli school that offers
Academic Excellence
through Classical Education

Self-Discipline

through Catholic Formation

OPEN HOUSE — Tues., Feb. 20th at 7 PM
}28)687-77 14 or call for appomtment
ww.stthomasaquinasacademy.org
Thomas Aquinas Academy is a private school, independent of the Charlotte Diocesan school system.

Support Our Troops Day January 14, 2007

4, NEW YORK
ICES

hotdogs»italianices»6elatO'Fr6zenyo6urt'Cqffee r
liiturday is FREE MOVIE DAY 2pin

Hours oCOpoi alion:

i(la\ i*t l ucsdiiy: 1 1 i)iii-5pm I'liriav: llani-Vpm
lins(ia\: I lam-5:3l)pni Salunlay : llam-7piii

iMl.ix: I laiii-6:.»0pni Suii(la>: llain-7piii

'Support our Troops Day'
Sunday lamiaiy 14th

" All Donations accepted''

\m\ M-nin;; lliil and ll(im\ Hliy winj;s;"

ttond»v- Buy 4 Wings gel 4 FREE
rwo 4 TuMdav - Buy any special Get 2"' special FREE

Autnentic Italian Ices shipped directly firom New YorR

VsARe*A»i- Buy one lulian Ice Get 2"" Ice for FREE
Thursday- FREE Italian lee with any Hot Dog Special

Friday - Bump Up Friday! Buy any size Italian Ice

and automatically gel BUMPED up to next size for FREE!

cfioal Rnrnono and his folhxr, Ed "Sonny' Romono, offer a losla o( New Yoric wilK ttieir authentic Brooklyn Italian Ices, Gelato,

Tozen Yogurt, l^lhan's Ho) Dogs & Sousoges, and great coffee & drinks. "Uncle Sonny" was raised in Brooklyn, NY ond is

eMciled to share a little of his home with the Woxhow cominunily. Son ond partner, Michael is originally from Babylon, NY.

201 South Main Street Waxhaw 704-243-7336

ii 11'

Archive Photo

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin is pictured with the Missionaries of Charity at their convent in Charlotte,

established by Blessed Mother Teresa in 1995.

March for Life 2007

Join Belmont Abbey College

students and faculty on their annual trip

to the March for Life in Washingtori, DC.

Buses will leave Belmont Abbey College at 7:30ajn on Svinday,

January 21st and return on Monday, January 22nd around midnight.

Cost for the travel is $50 and space is limited.

Contact Donella Haywood at DonellaHaywood@bac.edu or

(704) 825-6777 to reserve a space and/or for more details.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JAN. 21, 2007

Ways to work together

Vatican booklet cites 'spiritual ecumenism 'as

route to unity

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Every time

Christians of dififerent communities pray

together, witness to the Gospel and help

people in need, they promote Christian

unity, said the Vatican's top ecumenist.

Joint prayer and Bible study,

attendance at a major event of another

denomination and working together for

justice and peace are the components

of "spiritual ecumenism" suggested by

Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of

the Pontifical Council for Promoting

Christian Unity.

The cardinal is the author of "A
Handbook of Spiritual Ecumenism,"
a booklet published in Enghsh late in

2006; the Italian edition will be released

at the Vatican in time for the Jan. 18-25

Week of Prayer fo^ Christian Unity.

In fact, paitititat^ m. ecumenical

y^j^yo- services 'in^^4^iiSBiiBis during

l8ie Christian unify Week is encouraged

throughout the booklet

In the intro. Cardinal Kasper said the

?%if9^e!t was the Ofttttifci^idiseussion by

I for niaiMlflHHiHiili^n in the

ask forgiveness," it said.

One of the practical suggestions

in the booklet is that, during Lent,

divided Christians gather for "a coirmion

service based on biblical readings on

forgiveness and mercy in preparation

for approaching a minister of one's own
church for personal confession of sins

and absolution."

The booklet also urges special

attention to young people, who will

inherit "the burden of past division."

"It is of paramount importance that

young Christians be given the opportunity

to make friends with Christians of other

traditions, to read the Gospel and to pray

with them, to grow in understanding and

appreciation," it said.

Cardinal Kasper's booklet
encourages bishops and priests also

to give special attention to husbaods

and wives from different C^istian
commumties, not simply bece

i^feuities tii«y face in

practice their fahli, but al^o 1

can be a resource in bringing ttii

th^ir dienominations closer

who "fedl

Jan. 2 1 , Third Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10

Psahns 19:8-10, 15

2) 1 Corinthians 12:12-30

3) Gospel: Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21

Keeping holy the

Lom^s day is for

our benefit

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

An acquaintance and I were
discussing the relative merits of parishes

in our part of the city. We compared

music ministries, hospitality, size of the

assembly and other characteristics.

Ultimately, though, he decided that

for Sunday Mass he liked "Parish X" the

best "because the pastor there gives the

shortest homilies."

He certainly wouldn't have liked

the Liturgy of the Word described in tjiis

Avedc's readkig. Ezra was ftfiMWlg;

the people of » cdffara^-t^,
covehaft* reheiw* wft^ Y^wdi, ivliifr^

required the reading of the entire Law so

that those who had not been present with

Moses at Sinai coirid commit to it anew.

But "ftbin 4^)^eak to midd^gtf
a!' ^fff^'j-

with tears, worship and joyful feastingj,

considering the day as holy, as timi

well spent.

The Gospel gives us another Lii

of the Word, this time in a synagogue in

Galilee. It was on a "Sabbath," the day

they were commanded to set aside for

the Lord.

From the scroll of Isaiah, Jesus read

aloud a prophetic promise of incredibly

good news — prisoners set free, sightj

restored, oppression ceasing. Then hd

claimed that this promise already hadi

been fulfilled in their hearing.

Not your ordinary Sabbath service in

the local synagogue!

But the truth is, every Sabbath

celebration, every "Lord's Day," is

extraordinary, whetiier the homily is loiig

or short, the music sublime or simp^^

tolerable. It's extraordinary because I

is the opportunity for us to reflect as s

people on the great tilings our God has

done for us.

It is a time to renew our covenaiv

relationship with tileLord >\iiocominitte<? 'A

himself to us at creation, at Sinai, atfei

Calvary— aad who commits himself tc

us anew in every euch^stic celebraticm.

Wlute i| k tea^itti^ 10 daesk am lik

have tteit litt^, ft^
imprntant to remember that even Got

rested on the seventh day of creation

The thkd commandment is to "keep hc^

tite;Lcffd's day." Qod did not ordaijiii*'^'

ft I
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reedom worth writing about The Catholic Stallion

CNS PHOTO BY Paramount

e Hernandez (left) and Hilary Swank star in "Freedom Writers, " a classroom

ima about the efforts ofan idealistic, novice high school English teacher (Swank)

transform a racially divided class oftroubled teens into model students by inspiring

'.m to believe in themselves and break the cycle ofgang violence in which theyfeel

'pped.

a way ofempowering them, she has them record theirpersonal stories, experiences

dfeelings injournals, which they eventually get published.

^rector RichardLaGravenese overcomes a predictable and, at times, message-heavy

ipt with emotionallypowerfulperformances by theyoung ensemble and redemptive

•mes ofself-worth, the efficacy ofeducation and empathy to overcome intolerance,

\d the ability ofone person to make a difference.

Tie graphic violence, including shootings, beatings and briefbut disturbing images of
Tiestic abuse, a divorce subplot, one instance ofthef-word, recurring crude language

iafew racial slurs, limiting its appropriateness to older adolescents and up.

e USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-II — adults and
olescents. The Motion Picture Association ofAmerica rating is PG-13 — parents

ongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriatefor children under 73.

Featuring these great Catholic Speakers

Mark Shea
Peter Kreeft

Steve Wood
Fobruory

Roi^icgh, North Carolina

Cardinal Gibbons
Cathollo High Scliool

Bringing to light the truth ofthe
teachings ofthe Catholic Church and igniting

in our hearts a lovefor ourfaith

For complete details and online registration, visit:

www.ignitedBylk-utli.com

Stallone hack in church, hack in theaters

as 'Rocky Balhoa'
WASHINGTON (CNS)— Sylvester

Stallone grew up Catholic, stopped

going to church after he tasted fame and

fortune, but now considers himself a

churchgoing Catholic again.

Stallone's shift back to church

started when his daughter Sophia was
"born sick," Stallone told Catholic

News Service in a December telephone

interview to promote his new movie,

"Rocky Balboa."

In November 1996, at age 2 months,

Sophia underwent open-heart surgery.

The operation went well, and Sophia,

now 10, is doing "great," Stallone said.

"She's the No. I athlete in her class."

Stallone tried to find the words to

describe what brought about his self-

imposed exile from Catholicism.

"I don't know. Life," he said.

"Your career is going, you're not

communicating with your family."

The weight of celebrity was "very

heavy," he added. "I didn't have
any strong foundation behind me of

people that would keep my feet on the

ground. I was extremely seduced by the

newfound freedom."

Things started turning around for

Stallone, he said, before his marriage in

1997 to his third and current wife.

"When I got married everything

changed," he said. "When my daughter

was bom sick, and I realized I really

needed some help here, I started

putting everything in God's hands, his

omnipotence, his all-forgivingness."

Stallone added that being Catholic

"puts me where I should be. I was alone

in the world. I thought I would have to

handle things in my own way." But then

"I thought if I put myself in Jesus' hands

and asked for insight and guidance, I am
basically taking the yoke off of me and

using his intelligence and wisdom to

make the proper decision."

It's a process Stallone uses not only

in life, but in his profession.

"I really feel that in the writing of

(the first) 'Rocky.' I felt my hand was
truly guided," he said.

And so it is for "Rocky Balboa,"

which opened Dec. 20, 2006.

"He's coming in there this way,

buoyant, being pushed by a different

kind of energy — Jesus energy. At the

end of the movie, he points his finger up

CNS PHOTO BY Tim Shaffer, Reuibb

Actor Sylvester Stallone makes a fist at the

premiere of "Rocky Balboa" in Philadelphia Dec.

18, 2006.

and shows respect (to Jesus)," he said.

If you're rolling your eyes at the

prospect of a 60-year-old Stallone playing

an aging boxer, that's OK with him.

"I rolled my eyes when I thought

of it," Stallone said. "You can't judge

anything until you see it. When you see

the film, it's about actually being able to

listen to your heart and not so much your

mind, following the guidance ofsomeone

much more powerful than you: Jesus."

"In 'Rocky I,' the first person we
saw was Jesus," he said, referring to an

opening scene of the boxing club where

there is a big mural of Jesus on a wall.

And if a sixth "Rocky" movie isn't

enough, there's "Rambo FV: Pearl of the

Cobra" in the works.

"It's also a Christian movie," Stallone

said, describing the plot to "Rambo IV,"

now in pre-production:

"Rambo is a borderline atheist. He
doesn't believe in anything anymore.

His job is to bring a group of Christians

upriver into a very hostile territory, and

they're there to bring the word ofGod and

medicine and dentistry to these natives.

"He has conversations with some
of these Christians and he doesn't see it

their way. They get captured, and ... he

starts getting influenced by their faith in

the face of such incredible odds.

"I think it may work," he added.

Hard rock in hell: Monsignor makes 'Divine

Comedy' a musical
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A Rome

monsignor has composed an extravagant

musical version of"The Divine Comedy,"
featuring symphonic music in heaven,

Gregorian chant in purgatory and hard

rock in hell.

That's not a value judgment on rock

music — it just seemd to fit the spirit of

rebellion in Dante's description of the

inferno, Msgr. Marco Frisina said.

Msgr. Frisina, a liturgy official for

the Diocese of Rome and a well-known

composer of religious music, said "The
Divine Comedy: The Opera," will use a

100-piece orchestra and 50 dancers and

singers. The set will be one ofthe biggest

ever used for an operatic work and will

be designed to allow audience interaction

in some of the scenes.

The priest has dedicated the opera's

musical score to Pope Benedict XVI
and said he hopes the pontiff will attend

the premiere in Rome next fall. The
production is expected to tour Europe.

Dante Alighieri's medieval poem,

considered one of the masterpieces of

world literature, imagines a journey

through the three realms of the dead.
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Madame Speaker
Anticipating how
Pelosi will run

the House

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Rep.

Nancy Pelosi 's ascent to the post of

speaker of the House of Representatives

puts her in the spotlight for a variety of

"firsts." She's the first woman, the first

Italian-American and the first Califomian

to hold the post.

At a Jan. 3 Mass at Trinity University

in Washington, Pelosi 's alma mater,

Jesuit Father Robert Drinan, a former

member ofCongress, noted that she's the

first mother in the seat.

But beyond the firsts, Pelosi is a

well-known player in Washington with a

reputation for effectively leading House
Democrats and for being willing to listen

to people on all sides of issues.

Her selection as speaker of the House

is considered a good sign for the chance

to pass some legislation on the church's

agenda. But Pelosi, a CathoUc, also is eyed

cautiously because ofher record ofsupport

for legal abortion.

George Wesolek, director of pubUc

policy and social concerns for the

Archdiocese ofSan Francisco, has woriced

with Pelosi and her staff for 21 years.

Pelosi 's congressional districtencompass^
most ofthe city ofSan Francisco.

"She's been very, very helpfiil on

many issues and we disagree strongly on

others," Wesolek said. "And I talk with

her very fi-ankly about those."

Pelosi, 64, was raised around politics

and politicians in Baltimore— her father,

. Thomas D'Alesandro, was mayor there

for 12 years and a member of Congress

for five terms.

Growing up in Baltimore's Little

Italy, Pelosi attended Catholic elementary

and high schools and went on to Trinity

College, a Catholic women's school.

After gradiiating in 1962, she married

California investment banker Paul Pelosi

and moved with him to San Francisco.

Thefamilynowbelongsto St.Vincent

de Paul Church in San Francisco.

Though Pelosi was involved in party

politics while raising five children, it

wasn't until they were nearly grown
that she took a high-profile position as

chairwomanofthe CaliforniaDemocratic
Party in the early 1980s.

She first ran for office in a special

election at the age of 47, winning the

congressional seat left vacant by the

death ofRep. Sala Burton in 1987. Pelosi

' has been comfortably re-elected in every

election since then.

She was chosen as House minority

leader by the Democrats in 2002, the first

woman fi-om either party in that position.

Her ability to pull Democrats together

on key legislation got her re-elected to

the post and put her in line to take over

as speaker when the Democrats regained

majority control of the House in the

November 2006 elections.

Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick,

retired archbishop of Washington, said

he has known Pelosi in his role as a

member of the bishops' Committee on

» International Policy since she first came
to Washington. He said he's always

found her to be "a very thoughtful and

CNS PHOTO BY Jonathan Ernst, Reuters

New U.S. Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi

makes the sign of the cross as Father Michael

Salerno gives a blessing at a Jan. 5 ceremony

naming a Baltimore street in Pelosi's honor

committed defender of hiiman rights."

"We don't always agree — on life

and education issues especially— butmy
experience has been that you can always

talk to her," said Cardinal McCarrick.

He said Pelosi is "a very bright lady

who understands politics more than most

people in Washington do."

In his capacity as chairman of

a bishops' task force on Catholic

politicians. Cardinal McCarrick also

met- with congressional Democrats
after Pelosi and others asked to begin a

dialogue about the role of their religious

beliefs and political responsibilities.

Pelosi has long pushed for sanctions

against China for its human rights record.

She opposed most-favored-nation trade

status for China in the 1990s when it had

broad support in Congress, in the Clinton

administration and in her own party.

Wesolek said Pelosi was also among
those who opposed the first Gulf War
in 1991. He recalled marching with her

down Van Ness Avenue in San Francisco,

"arm in arm, leading 5,000 people."

More recently, she's been a

supporter of a comprehensive approach

to immigration reform and of increasing

the minimum wage.

But Pelosi's voting record on
abortion, stem-cell research and other

life issues is less than encouraging even

to some members of her party — those

who belong to Democrats for Life.

Kristen Day, executive director of

Democrats forLife, said she 's disappointed

Pelosi includes reinstating federal funding

for embryonic stem-cell research among
her top priorities for the 1 10th Congress.

She said she would like to see Pelosi

support with equal enthusiasm funding to

preserve umbilical-cord blood for stem-

cell research. The program was passed

into law in 2005 but so far has not been

fimded. Day said.

The National Committee for a Human
Life Amendment said that since Pelosi

took office, she has vcfted with the group's

position just once. That was considered a

procedural maneuver aimed at -defeating a

ban on partial-birth abortion.

Wesolek said Pelosi understands

and agrees with the church's teaching on

many fundamental policy issues, but that

doesn't go far enough.

"I think she gets half of Catholic

social teaching," Wesolek said. "The half

she gets she does well."

Local, national events to mark Roe

MARCH, from page 1

noon rally on the National Mall followed

by a march along Constitution Avenue
that will end at the U.S. Supreme Court.

From there, participants are encouraged

to meet with members of Congress to

lobby on anti-abortion issues.

The theme of this year's march is

"Thou Shalt Protect the Equal Right

to Life of Each Innocent Human in

Existence at Fertilization. No Exception!

No Compromise!"

Several other events will take place

both in Washington and around the

country to mark the anniversary of the

Supreme Court's 1973 decision.

In the Diocese of Charlotte, a march
organized by pro-life Catholics took place

firom the diocesan Pastoral Center to the

courthouse in uptown Charlotte Jan. 12.

The National Prayer Vigil for Life

will take place Jan. 21 at the Basilica of

the National Shrine of the Immaculate

Conception in Washington with an 8

p.m. Mass celebrated by Cardinal Justin

Rigali of Philadelphia, who is chairman

of the U.S. bishops' Committee on Pro-

Life Activities.

The vigil also includes a rosary

for life, night prayer, Holy Hours,

morning prayer and the opportunity for

confession. It ends at 7:30 a.m. Jan. 22

with a Mass celebrated by Washington

i

Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl.

Bishop Jugis will be the homilist at

10:30 a.m. Mass at the basihca Jan. 22.

Also on the morning of the annxial

March for Life, the Washingtoi
Archdiocese expects more than 20,00(

Catholic teens and young adults to attenc

its youth rally and Mass at the Verizoi

Center, Washington's largest sports arena

Because so many young peopi
have attended in previous years, ther

will be a second, smaller rally and Ma^
at Constitution Hall to accommodat
the crowds. Doors open at both venue

at 7 a.m. Priests will be available ft

reconciliation at 8 a.m. and the rally wi
begin at 8:45 followed by Mass at 10.

Archbishop Wuerl will be the mai
celebrant of the Mass at the Veriz

Center, and Cardinal Rigali will celebralj
^

the Mass at Constitution Hall.

Chicago Cardinal Francis E. Georg
will join Chicago youths in Washingtc^

to participate in the annual march an,

rally for lunch and a briefaddress Jan. 21
^

Afterward, he will be joined by Fatht^

Frank Pavone, director of Priests ft^

Life, for a question-and-answer session

Father Pavone also will preach i

the Dirksen Senate Office Building at

Jan. 22 prayer service called the Nations'

Memorial for the Prebom and The
Mothers and Fathers.

si

Classifieds
' SERVICES

COUNSELING SERVICES: Individuals.

Couples. Family. Lucille Moses, BSN, M.Ed.,'

Licensed Professional Counselor. 1801 East

S* Street, 108-B, Charlotte. 704-366-6507 or

704-942-4334.

Contributing to this article wc^
^

Editor Kevin E. Murray.

COUNSELING: The Cedar Institute. Profession*: [lli:

Christian Counseling. Healing individuals, couples<
j|

and families. All ages. Lara Miller, MA, NCC, LPC
(828)446-5514.

FOR RENT

VILLA: Isles of Palms, SC (Charleston area)!

3 BD, 3BA. Resort community. Walk to beach, pooU
golf, tennis. Tropical, upscale decor. Extended staj

discounts available. 703-255-0572.

[cc

j OUI

1C[
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Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

St. Leo the Great Catholic Church, located in beautiful Winston-Salem, N.C., is

searching for a youth minister to continue an established Life Teen program. We are

seeking an enthusiastic, passionate, faith-filled individual, to direct young people

toward a meaningful, life-affirming journey with Christ. If you are a Catholic with a

college degree, have a strong spiritual, faith-based background, are passionate

about working with youth, and have at least two years or more of practical

experience as a youth minister, preferably in a Life Teen environment, please

consider this opportunity.

St. Leo parish has an established Life Teen program centered on the Eucharist. The

Life Teen Mass is held every Sunday at 5pm during the school year. We have a

dedicated Core Team made up of singles and couples along with many committed

parent volunteers. Most important, however, are the 150 (and growing) young

people who participate in our Edge Nights (jr. youth), Life Nights (sr. youth). Coffee

Houses, activities and retreats. In addition, our Family Life Center features a room

dedicated to our youth, a Youth Minister's office, kitchenette and entertainment

center. Check us out at www.foolishoftheworld.com.

The position's starting salary is competitive and negotiable depending on education

and/or experience. We also offer an attractive benefit package. If interested, please

contact Youth Minister Search Committee at St. Leo the Great Catholic Church,

335 Springdale Ave., Winston-Salem, N.C. 27104. Phone: 336-724-9596. Fax:

336-724-7036. Email: youthminister(Sstleocatholic.com.
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Past, present, future

Annual Martin Luther King Jr. event

xamines AIDS pandemic, issues facing

African-Americans

^

AROUND THE DIOCESE
The Catholic News & Herald 13

Mil

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE— African-American

atholics gathered recently to celebrate

heir past and embrace their future.

Approximately 60 people attended

he diocesan Martin Luther King Jr.

elebration at the Doubletree Guest

luites hotel in Charlotte Jan. 6.

I was very pleased with how it

vent," said Sandra Murdock, director of

he diocesan African American Affairs

Ministry, which sponsored the annual

vent.

Themed "Embracing Our Future,

)ealing with Our Present, Celebrating

hir Past," the event featured speakers

nd a program that focused on the life-

Itering decisions and consequences

flfecting youths and adults locally and

round the world.

Because HTV andADDS are prevalent

a the African-American community,

luch ofthe day centered on the pandemic

oth in the United States and abroad.

"The speakers explored what can

€ done and what is being done," said

burdock.

"If Rev. King were alive today, one

f his main concerns would be how to

alt the pandemic of AIDS and what

"If Rev. King were alive

today, one of his main
concerns would be how to

halt the pandemic of AIDS
and what would be the

methods to stop it."

— Sandra Murdock

would be the methods to stop it," she

said.

The attendees broke into groups for

table discussions, which revealed the

need for more education and awareness

on the subject, said Murdock.

"It's not being addressed, but being

pushed under the carpet. It needs to be

addressed to remove the stigma ofhaving

HTV and AIDS," she said. "You never

know who has ADDS . . . and we need to

provide support groups to those who are

suffering."

The event also featured a presentation

on historic African-American quilts and

quilt patterns associated with the 18th-

and 19th-century Underground Railroad.

Slaves would use different patterns as

symbols to communicate in secret.

The diocesan African American
Affairs Ministry was established in 1985

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Barbara Hart (left) gives a presentation on historic African-American quilts and quilt patterns associated

with the 1 8th-century Underground Railroad during the annual Martin Luther King Jr. celebration in

Charlotte Jan. 6.

to give visibility to the work of black

Catholics in the diocese and to educate

others to the needs and contributions of

black Catholics in the church.

An eloquent preacher and
groundbreaking civil rights leader,

Rev. King sought to bring peaceful

reconciliation among all Americans,

urgingracialjustice and equal opportunity

for all, regardless of race.

While in Memphis, Tenn., to support

striking black workers in 1968, Rev.

King was assassinated April 4 by James

Earl Ray, an escaped convict, who was

white. After his death, Rev. King became
a symbol of protest in the struggle for

racial justice.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the diocesan

African American Affairs Ministry, visit

www.charlottediocese.org/aaam.html.

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

Ho ujonder uie end up at the same place:

Belmont Abbey College, the 130-year-old

'Catholic College of the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeking?

BELMONT ABBEY
COLLEGE

That In ail Th:.mcs Cod may t! GiORiriiD

Apply now for fall 20071

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 "All-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Old-Fashloned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

Why? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our website at

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors Institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?

asma
Americas '

Best
CoUeges

2006



i

1 4 The Catholic News & Herald
January 12, 200? 0

Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

The diocesan birthday present
Book reflects hisWry, faith ofgrowing diocese

Questions about canonization
— honorary title or

something more?
Q. We have questions about

canonization we hope you will answer.

When was the first saint canonized?

What does "canonization" mean. Is it

just an honorary title or is there more?

(New York)

A. Canonization is the process by

which the Catholic Church proclaims its

conviction that a member of the faithful

is in eternal glory with God and may be

publicly venerated by Christians.

The word comes from the fact

that the saint's name henceforth could

be included in tiie canon (Eucharistic

Prayer) of the Mass.

The canonization procedure has

gone through numerous stages over the

past 2,000 years. For centuries saints

were declared by geiikQ^ acclamation of

"Uie people or by processes

established by locsiltraKfiis.

At first only tftasltyrs who died

for their faith were; |p4ionored. In the

fiaurth century, '^^tlmlMa^'' those who

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS COLUMNIST

which, he said, people can live heroically

virtuous lives as they faithfully fulfill

their perstmal Christian vocations.

The other development concerns

men snA women, religious and lay, who
are JtiSed not because of their adBiO'ence

Catholic doctrifif|)i^;ji^

were for

died in retatiai

[service of others. '

"

jiiost pointed example of such

r charity" is St

On one end of the communications

spectrum is radio, a medium where the

program host speaks, usually off the

cuff, to a large audience.

Early in my career I worked as a DJ
at several radio stations. I usually didn't

know what I was going to say, or at least

how I was going to form a sentence,

imtil the words were coming out of my
mouth. I liked radio.

The opposite of radio is a book. In

a well-produced book, every word,

comma and phrase has been reviewed;

every fact checked and proofed, because

once a book comes off the press it can't

be changed. The voice on the radio fades

as soon as the words are spoken but a

book sits around for decades. Books
are iim to read, but not as easy as radio

to create.

I learned more about books when I

served as editor ofthe recently published

"Voices and Places ofthe People ofGod
— The Diocese of Charlotte." The 35th

anniversary coffee table book for the

diocese puts our message of sdvation

through faith into a different medium.

Officially, the diocese turns 35

on Jan. 12.
. ; , w ,,

There ae, ef'(^Ui«^'

about our faith. So in creatir^
""

and Places," we set oxA to do some&ing

that was different frtMH the («hiws. We_

wanted an aXtfatj^(lfjj^§jliSll^j0'^

Capture flw disNl

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID HAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

saying, "I didn't know that."

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin'sllar

homily from the memorial Mass fori &

Blessed Mother Teresa in 1997 reads

exactly like the good bishop soxmds. It is

full of short anecdotes and the solid-as-a-

rock faith that is his trademark.

Archbishop John F. Donoghuefliffl

wrote, with some humor, about the

adjustment he made from his big citylvc

home in Washington, D.C. to our missioa sa

diocese when he was named bishop oli is

Chariotte in 1984.

Photos fr<Mn the treasure trove ol

the diocesan archive give a historical]

perspective of our Catholic roots. Mjjto

favorite is of an unnamed infant nestleli i

in a Catholic Social Services file cabinei

drawer in eb« 19708. Apparently the C
oflkJes w©feV«ry crowded back then,

fiar as I know, liie child — who is mm
probably a 30-something-year-old adult

— was not filed away.
'

'

': dio<:eaer€Ome fT(
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The heart: following destiny's path

Listening to God's presence helps us

follow his call

Fear,* confusion and a desire to

bllow societal norms.

These three elements were central

0 my life as both a teen and throughout

tiy 20s. After all, I'd spent my childhood

saming about the "American Dream" of

iwning a house, having 2.5 children and

limbing the corporate ladder without

itting the "glass ceiling" get in my way.

k.s a result, I found myself running away

rem my destiny rather than embracing it

1 a maimer that would allow me to truly

evelop into the person God created.

My running stopped, however, one

lew Year's Eve when a priest made the

II jllowing statement before Mass:

"If there's anything you've always

;lt you needed to do, it's more important

) start that journey now than to go to

lass today. There are only 15 hours

;ft in 2004. But, even if your journey

icludes climbing Mount Kilimanjaro,

ici you leave the church and drive to the

^ irport, you can get onto a flight and

isgin your trek this year!"

Since I knew I'd been avoiding an

oportant journey for a long time, the

dest's words hit me hard. In fact, they

1

led to a meeting with him that started

the official discernment of my religious

vocation.

I work in corporate America and

have attended many meetings, but I have

to admit that this meeting was the most

difficult. It was truly terrifying to walk

into the priest's office and lay my feeling

of "being called" on his desk.

He explained that we are each called

to service through baptism and that we
should listen to the Holy Spirit as we
uncover our unique vocation. Taking his

advice, I bravedmy fears and surrendered

myself to the Lord. I specifically asked

God to guide my journey, and through

Ignatian exercises, I gradually realized

that I am indeed called to religious life.

Through a series of events, the

Lord led me to the Sisters of Mercy
where, after a lengthy discenmient, I

entered the convent in August 2006.

I'm more at peace with the Mercys than

I've ever been before. When I'm at our

motherhouse in Belmont, I know I'm

exactly where God want me to be.

My fear has turned into excitement.

But that's not to say that stress and

Guest

Column

KATHY REPASS
GUEST COLUMNIST

anxiety' aren't also daily occurrences.

As with all of our daily lives, it's a

long journey. I now see it as a series

of hills that I take one day at a time,

instead of feeling as ifI'm staring Mount
Kilimanjaro in the face.

The further I've moved through this

process, the more confident I've become
in knowing that God has a unique plan

in mind for each of us. Whether we're

called to be single, married, a priest or a

religious, I believe that the most critical

element ofany life's journey comes from

listening to the Holy Spirit's presence

within our hearts.

Perhaps this process, rather than

automatically following societal norms,

is how each of us can realize our true

destiny!

Kathy Repass is in her first year as

a candidate with the Sisters ofMercy in

Belmont.

ustice, vengeance and

Saddam Hussein
hurt could have shown mercy dictator

|[id not

Looking

Around

JESUIT FATHER
WILLIAM J. BYRON

CNS COLUMNIST

"Justice" and "vengeance" are not

literchangeable terms. Yet we often say

I
ustice" whenwe mean "vengeance" and

|;t vengefiilly in the name ofjustice.

"Bringing them to justice" too often

I
eans turning them over to a violent end.

Saddam Hussein "got his," as they

|
y, on the gallows just a few days before

I story closed the books on the year 2006,

IWolent one by any measure in the Middle

|ist and other parts of the world.

Iraq's Ministry ofJustice decided that

J;ath by hanging evened the score for the

l;aths of 1 48 men and boys murdered on
jders from Hussein in Dujail, Iraq, in

|)82. Presumably, he was "getting even"

|r an earlier assassination attempt on his

| e in that same town.

Not to mention the hundreds of

lousands of his own countrymen who
Lt their lives by the will and command
1 this brutal dictator in torture chambers,

the wars he started with Iran and
|iwait, and in acts of vengeance against

political enemies.

Countless lives, not just the 148 for

liich he was tried, weighed in on his

[lilty verdict. He was, by all accounts,

evil man.

Is the world a better place without

1? Without his brutality and callous

sregard for the life, freedom and
lity of countless human beings?

Yes, certainly. But without him,

the human being, who might have been

contained and controlled by authorities

capable ofpreventing him fi-om harming

others, who can say?

Capital punishment is unjustifiable

(notice the word "just" in the middle ofthat

term) if the state can contain and control

(all the while attempting to correct) an evil,

brutal murderer who thus would never be

able to harm or kill again.

Whenever a human being, even one

who sins against God in whose image

he has been created, is involved, there

has to be a ray of hope, even for the

incorrigible.

When will we ever learn that

violence is an unacceptable instrument

of social and political change? When
will we begin to notice that violence

begets violence and that vengeance adds

nothing to justice? It simply subtracts

fi-om human dignity, the dignity of the

vengeful.

We are accustomed to representing

justice symbolically as trays in balance

on a scale. We are also used to speaking

ofjustice in a building-trades vocabulary

of "on the level" or "upright" and in

expressions like "fair and square," "up

and up" and "even-handed."

Put hundreds of thousands, more
likely millions, of murdered lives on

the one tray and then put the executed

life of Hussein on the other. Does that

even-up anything? Is there more justice

in the world as a result? Is that action of

execution upright?

Set vengeance aside for a moment
as unworthy of us humans and shift the

context fi-om justice to mercy. We all

know that the whole human race landed

on the downside tray as a result of the

sin ofAdam and Eve, yet along came the

God-man to offset all that sin by a single

act of sacrificial love, and the trays were

back in balance.

Justice was bom of mercy. The
arithmetic ofjustice carmot be compared

with the arithmetic of mercy.

With the birth, life, death and
resurrection of one man— the God-man
— the Sun of Justice rose. "Blessed are

the merciful," said Jesus, "for mercy
shall be theirs."

The death by hanging of Saddam
Hussein is an occasion to read the mercy

meter in your heart and say a prayer for

those most in need ofmercy.

E-mail Father Byron at wbyron@
sjprep.org.

Pope says

Christians

should embrace

persecution as

source of blessing

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Christian community and its members
always will face persecution and suffering,

but they should embrace it as a source of

blessing. Pope Benedict XVI said.

Speaking at his Jan. 10 general

audience about the ministry and death

of St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr,

the pope said the persecution of the early

Christian community is what pushed the

disciples to leave Jerusalem and bring the

Gospel to the world.

"Even in our lives the cross, which is

never lacking, becomes a blessing," the

pope said.

And by accepting suffering in

the knowledge that it will lead to

growth and blessings, "we learn the

joy of Christianity even in moments of

difficulty," Pope Benedict said.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience Jan. 10.

Dear brothers and sisters.

In today's catechesis we consider St.

Stephen, the first martyr. The Acts of the

Apostles tells us that Stephen, "a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit" (Acts

6:5), was one of seven men, traditionally

considered the first "deacons," appointed

by the apostles to assist the Greek-

speaking widows in the Jerusalem

community.

The apostles then "prayed and laid

their hands on them" (6:6) as the sign of

handing on a specific office within the

community as well as beseeching the

grace necessary to fulfill it.

In addition to his ministry of charity,

Stephen also preached the Gospel, and

his fearless proclamation of Jesus as

the fulfillment of the Mosaic law led to

his death by stoning. His martyrdom

in imitation of Christ unleashed a

local persecution which resulted in

the preaching of the Gospel beyond

Jerusalem and eventually to the pagans.

As we know, Stephen's death was

witnessed by the young Saul, who, after

his dramatic conversion to Christ, would

take up and develop Stephen's preaching

ofthe Gospel as centered on faith in Christ

rather than the observance of the law.

Stephen's example shows us the

inseparability of faith and charity and

reminds us that every persecution can

become an opportunity for the spread of

the Gospel and the grow1:h of the church.

Let us have the courage to take up his

example ofbold witness.
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Faith, curiosity bring

IVIexicans to lakeside town

for Day of the Kings
BY DAVID AGREN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

CAJITITLAN, Mexico— Salvador

Alvarado, a Mexican from Guadalajara,

broke his leg in three places while

playing recreational soccer seven years

ago. The former semiprofessional player

feared he would never play again and

might even lose his livelihood as a

painter.

After being offhis feet for more than

six months, he asked the "Santos Reyes"
— the holy kings, or Wise Men — to

intervene, and a family member came to

Cajititlan, a lakeside town just south of

Guadalajara whose patrons are the Magi,

to ask for the same.

A short time later, Alvarado made a

complete recovery.

"I had one operation and afterward

it was as if nothing had happened," he

explained, rolling up his pant leg to show
a fading scar. "Everything went well so I

came back to give thanks."

Thousands ofpilgrims like Alvarado

converged on Cajititlan for its "Dia de

los Reyes" (Day of the Kings) festivities

in early January, giving thanks for past

blessings and, in some cases, patiently

asking for needed intervention.

The feast of the Epiphany of the

Lord, marking when the Wise Men
visited Jesus, is celebrated each year Jan.

6, the day Mexicans end the Christmas

season with family gatherings that

include a traditional "rosea de reyes"

— ring ofthe kings, a sweetbread— and

hot chocolate.

Gifts are also exchanged, as the

Mexican interpretation of Christmas has

the Wise Men, not Santa Claus, bringing

presents.

Cajititlan, a fishing village

of approximately 8,000 inhabitants,

celebrates somewhat differently than the

rest of Mexico. Mesquite statues of the

kings Melchior, Balthasar and Gaspar

are carried through each neighborhood

before boarding small fishing boats

for a tour of the 5.5-square-mile Lake
Cajititlan.

The boat tour, several fishermen

said, is to bless the lake, which has not

been as bountiful in recent years and has

a declining water level.

"The lake's in worse shape than

before," said Eliseo Rojo, 70, who
has caught charales, fish the size of

Save $100 before February 2nd!

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST ©F IRELAND
w^ith Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking counhyside - traditions of oxir Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 8-18 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

counixyside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

'Riahliqht'^ include,

spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

Beautiful Glendalough - 6"" century monastic site of St. Kevin

Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of KeUs,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'Connell Street, shopping — PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

This is a diocesan-sponsored pilgrimage. For a brochure with complete details, call

Cindi Fecrick at the diocese (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost Tours at (800) 713-9800.

CNS PHOio BY Steven H. Miu

Statues of the Wise Men are carried by boat on Lake Cajititlan, Mexico, Ian. 8 during a religious festiv

honoring the town's patron saints, the Magi. In Mexican tradition, the three kings bring children gifts

Christmas on the Day of the Kings, or "Dia de los Reyes."

fi'ench fries, and tilapia since he was a

teenager. He gave boat tours for 20 pesos

(US$1.80) per person during the nine-

day festival.

Rojo said local fishermen bring

back hauls smaller than in past years,

and many of Cajititlan's young men now
work in Oregon constructing homes.

Pilgrims like Alvarado and the 30 Mends
and family members who camped with

him near the town square now play an

important role in boosting the local

economy— at least during the winter.

On Jan. 6, revelers and residents

watched the indigenous dance
performances and strolled through the

large indigenous market that wound its

way through the town's main streets

along with somewhat modem diversions

like mechanical rides and banda music.

The tradition of celebrating the

kings in Cajititlan dates back to the

18th century, when the local parish was
dedicated. The tradition is even older in

the central part ofTlajoitiulco, seat ofthe

regional government.

"Tlajomulco was where the

first presentation of a live nativity

performance, or 'pastorela,' in ... New
Spain took place," said Jose Hernandez

Martinez, a folk art historian at a Jesuit

university in suburban Guadalajara.

In the first "pastorela" in the New
World, which Hernandez said took place

in 1587, the kings arrived riding a mule,

a donkey and a horse. They each also had

differing skin colors, something noted in

virtually all Mexican interpretations o

the "Santos Reyes."

"The three supposedly represents

the various races oftheknown world unti

the discovery of America," Hemande:

explained. "Tradition has one beinji

white, one 'moreno' (darker) and th .

other black." Iiarl

The conquering Spanish introduceii tir

the "pastorelas" as part oftheir missionari ml i

work among the indigenous population kiIj

According to Hernandez, the "pastorelasi ili

were "pieces oftheater for evangelizing, E

which "have been well received il fck

Mexico since the 16th century." I jlei

Perhaps nowhere in the entirt lall

republic has the traditior) of publicli

celebrating "Dia de los Reyes" persiste

like it has in Cajititlan, where vestiges c !

precolonial customs remain visible.

"The dances, the music and th
—

marketplace arrangement come froii
^

before the arrival of the Spaniards an|

the Catholic Church," said Octavi

Pescador, an expert in Mexican traditior

and a professor at the University

California at Los Angeles, who addt

that in village celebrations, "There's

sense ofpluralism ... it's a town event.

The novelty of seeing the thn

statues of the kings taken out on the lal

draws the curious to Cajititlan, but f

Alvarado, spending "Dia de los Reye;

in the town is about faith.

"There are other places to go (

Jalisco state) ... but I'm here every yeai

he said. "It's an important tradition."

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^M
reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement ^W^'
living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals widi NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 /^SBOTSWOCD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

^= 3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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call to

test >

jits

ishop Jugis, Bishop

lurbidge call on N.C.

^MthoUcs to fight

mhryonic stem-cell

zsearch legislation

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

4 CHARLOTTE — Bishop

eter J. Jugis is asking

'atholics in the Diocese of

,'harlotte to learn more about

ijcJmbryonic stem-cell research

ij nd to join him in defeating

ending legislation that likely

/ill recommend state flmding.

Both Bishop Jugis and
Jishop Michael F. Burbidge of

laleigh have sent joint letters

ii 0 all pastors in North Carolina

d irging them to acquaint their

isl

esi

See STEM CELLS, page 8

Catholics in

ongress

ongress more

religiously diverse;

ai Catholics still well

^represented

BY NANCY FRAZIER
O'BRIEN

4 CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — With
e Muslim and two Buddhist

iiembers, the 110th Congress

ijs the most religiously

diverse ever.

Catholics remain the

largest denominational group

in Congress, with 155 members

See CONGRESS, page 7
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letters to the editor

I
PAGES 14-15

SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE VOLUME 16 N9 14

For awareness and reparation

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Father Mark Lawlor, pastor of St. Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte, leads more than a hundred pro-life activists in prayer

before the first March for Life in Charlotte Ian. 1 2.

Many participate

in Charlotte's first

March for Life

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE —
Catholics recently took to the

streets of Charlotte to help

promote pro-life issues.

Approximately 180
people from parishes around

the diocese participated in

Charlotte's first March for Life

Jan. 12.

"We are marching for

life, but also for reparation

for abortion," said Tina Witt,

a parishioner of St. Patrick

Cathedral and one of the

march organizers.

"We pray to be visible to

heighten awareness that this

(abortion) is truly murder,"

she said.

With many marchers
carrying pro-life signs and

photos, they gathered across

See MARCH, page 9

ACROSS THE MILES

Catholic news story reconnects

distant family members

Courtesy Photo

Ray FitzGerald sits with his 99-year-old cousin, Teresa Duff, during an October

2006 visit. FitzGerald reconnected with Duff after 25 years when he saw'a story

about her in The Catholic News & Herald.

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — When
Ray FitzGerald picked up the

Aug. 11, 2006, issue of The
Catholic News & Herald, he

skimmed the story about Teresa

Duff, a 99-year-oId Long
Island woman who still drove

herselfto daily Mass and baked

her famous Linzer tortes for

church occasions.

FitzGerald's wife, Nora,

picked up the paper next.
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Around the Diocese

Girl Scouts, Knights of

Columbus help others
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Culture Watch

Book decries racism; Leno

eats veggies for students

I
PAGES 10-11

carefully reading the same
story her husband had perused.

"She said, 'Don't you
have a Teresa Duff in your

family?'" said FitzGerald, a

parishioner of St. Mark Church

in Huntersville.

The husband and wife

are active genealogists,

researching both their families

and compiling family trees.

FitzGerald checked his

See RELATIVE, page 5

Parish Profile

Sacred Heart— small

mission with big heart

I
PAGE 16
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

CHOCOLATE FROM THE HEART

CHS PHOTO BY Karen Ouaum, Northwest Indiana Catholic

Franciscan Sister Evelyn Broldsli prepares a batch of almond-cherry duo, one of the sweet treats available

from Poverello Delights, a candy shop she opened in October in Highland, Ind.

Candy store with nun's special

confections aids Franciscan ministries
fflGHLAND, Ind. — If browsers

were to peek into the windows ofPoverello

Delights in Highland, they wouldn't be

surprised to find the candy store bustling

with activity. What might be surprising is

that the proprietor is a nun.

Poverello Delights is the realization

of a dream that Franciscan Sister Evelyn

Brokish believes to be the result of divine

providence.

Sister Brokish has spent most of

her 47 years as a religious sister serving

as a professional liturgical musician in

various parish communities, which often

had no budget for the music program.

"We used to collect aluminum cans

to finance the music ministries," she

said with a laugh. "Our pastor once

commented that we needed to find a

different means. All we needed was a

little imagination."

Imagination was something Sister

Brokish had in abundance. Bom into

a large family, she grew up on a farm

where they grew their own produce,

made their own clothes and learned how
to cook and bake.

"My parents taught us to be creative

and imaginative," she said. "If there was .

a need, you learned to find the solution."

With thatwealth ofknowledge behind

her. Sister Brokish soon developed her

signature candy, the ChocoNutty Trio,

named for the three layers of chocolate,

peanut butter and white chocolate. When

she cautiously tested it on staff and choir

members, they gave the sweet treat a

resounding "thumbs up."

"They told me it was equal to or

better than those commercially produced

peanut butter and chocolate candies," she

proudly recalled.

The dream of a candy business was a

natural progression, and she felt the Holy

Spirit was guiding her down a new and

exciting path.

She currently markets Poverello

Delights through local chambers of

commerce and word of mouth.

"Everything is homemade and from

the heart," she said. "I think customers

appreciate that this store is different from

any other candy store."

Profits from the candy business

are contributed to the ministries of the

Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi with the

poor and unprivileged.

One of the first questions customers

ask is the meaning behind the name ofthe

store, Poverello.

A slip of paper that accompanies

each purchase talks about the word's

origins in Italian. St. Francis of Assisi

was called "Poverello," or little poor

person. The explanation also talks about

the Franciscan Sisters and their mission.

"People are usually surprised I'm a

nun," Sister Brokish said, "but it leads to

all kinds of questions and discussion about

God, vocations, morals and even politics."

Bishop Skylstad says Iraqi security|pe

dignity are key to Iraq policy
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Every

U.S. action or policy in Iraq "ought to be

evaluated in light of our nation's moral

responsibility to help Iraqis to live with

security and dignity in the aftermath

of U.S. military action," said Bishop

William S. Skylstad of Spokane, Wash.,

president of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops.

Bishop Skylstad said the new U.S.

policies announced by President George

W. Bush Jan. 10 or any alternatives

to them must be viewed within the

framework of "a key moral question

that ought to guide our nation's actions

in Iraq: How can the U.S. bring about a

responsible transition in Iraq?"

He said "benchmarks" for progress

toward such a transition include

"minimally acceptable levels of security;

economic reconstruction to create

employment for Iraqis; and political

structures and agreements that help

overcome divisions, reduce violence.

Diocesan
planner

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Church, 3016

Providence Rd., will offer the Catholics

Returning Home program Tuesdays through

Feb. 20. The program offers a non-judgmental

atmosphere for inactive Catholics to become
reacquainted with the basics of theu- religion

and to get answers to any questions that they

may have. For more information, call the church

office at (704) 364-5431.

CHARLOTTE— An eight-week study of Pope

John Paul 11 's teaching on sex and marriage,

Theology ofthe Body: The Church 's Teaching on

Sex and Marriage, will be presented Tuesdays

through Feb. 27. Classes will meet 7-9 p.m. in

the Annex at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon

St. Babysitting will be provided. A one-hour

film presentation by Christopher West will

be followed by discussion. Pre-registration is

required by calling (803) 548-3356.

CHARLOTTE— Sign-ups for Why Catholic? will

be offered at St. Matthew Church, 801 5 Ballantyne

Commons Pkwy., at all Masses Jan. 27-28. Why
Catholic? consists of small groups meeting in

homes to pray and discuss the scriptures, the

Catholic catechism and how our Catholic faith

affects our everyday lives. For more information,

call (704) 543-7677 ext. 1056.

CHARLOTTE — Steve Ray, former
fundamentalist and evangelical Protestant who
converted to Catholicism, will speak at St.

Vincent de Paul Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd.,

Feb. 2 and 3 at 7 p.m. Steve is an author, producer

and international speaker who is a frequent

guest on EWTN and Catholic Answers Live.

Please contact renee@catholicscripturestudy.

lesai

'Fon

broaden participation and increa:

respect for religious freedom and b;

human rights. Any action or failure to

should be measured by whether it mow
toward these benchmarks and contribufe

to a responsible withdrawal at the earli

time," he added.

Bishop Skylstad, who was fraveli

in the Holy Land, noted that the U
bishops and the Vatican had expres:

"grave moral concerns about the milii

intervention in Iraq" and its potential

uncontrollable negative consequences.,

"In light of current realities, th

Holy See and our conference suppoi

broader regional and internationsjl

engagement to increase security, stabilit|

and reconstruction in fraq," he said.

In his Jan. 10 address. Bush outline

a plan to boost U.S. troop sfrength i{

Iraq and set a series of benchmarks

Iraqi government is expected to meet i

coming months to stabilize the countr

and promote its economic recovery.

com to RSVP or call' at (866) 887-2774 for ma
information.

'

CHA^OTYE—lheAncientOrderofHibemian^
Sons of Erin Mecklenburg County Division,

oldest and largest order of Irish Catholic meiJ

is seeking Irish Catholic men to join them fi:|

meetings, community activities and social event!:!

Contact Tim Lawson at (704) 522-9728 or e-mail

ncaoh@aol.com for more information includin]

meeting times and location.

HUNTERSVILLE — New Creation Monaster^

invites you to a day of silence and solitude in tlti|

presence of Almighty God. The monastery offer I

private spiritual retreats for lay people. Write to Fathe

John Vianney Hoover at New Creation Monasterj

'

17009-D Northstar Dr., HuntersviUe, N.C., 28078!

stating why you want to go on retreat and when. Fo

more information, call (704) 609-901 1

.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE
!

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council o

Catholic Women will host a covered-dish luncheon,

at St. Paul the Apostle Church, Jan. 24 (snow dat<

is Jan. 31) 12-2p.m. The program will be "Famou:

People of Guilford County" presented by Bet^

Gale Sikes of the Greensboro Historical Museum
Please bring your favorite dish to share will

friends. For more information, please call Carmei

Wood at (336) 545-9266.

HIGH POINT — Chris Skinner, a nationall)

known speaker whose life was changed foreveiL

after a near-fatal car accident several years ago.

will share the lessons he learned and give his g.

message of hope and determination at Immaculate

Heart of Mary Church, 4145 Johnson St., Jan,|
^

28 at 7 p.m. This program is for Parents and

youth, grades 6-12. For more information, visil

www.chrisskinner.org or call Terry Aiken at

(336) 869-7739.
^

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Maij

Church, 4145 Johnson St., will have an Open
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OM THE VATICAN

ope marks migration day, urges

olicies to benefit families
VATICAN CITY (CNS)— Political

licies and humanitarian assistance to

Ip migrant and refugee families stay

jether or reunite will benefit host

:ieties because they help newcomers
egrate, Pope Benedict XVI said.

Marking the World Day for Migrants

d Refugees Jan. 14, the pope used

1 Sunday Angelus address to ask the

emational community and individual

tions to adopt policies aimed at

feguarding the family bonds ofmigrants

d refugees.

In the Gospel account of Jesus, Mary
I* dJoseph being forced to flee to Egypt, he

id, people can see "the painful situation

many migrants," especially refugees,

2 displaced and the persecuted.

Forced to leave their homes because

poverty, war or persecution, the

milies of the migrants can become
tremely fragile, the pope said.

Pope Benedict said the United

luse Jan. 31, for anyone who have questions

out the Catholic faith or to any "former"

itholics. The program will include a brief

esentation on our Catholic inquiry classes,

active Catholic program and continuing adult

th formation education. A tour ofthe church and

freshments will follow, for more information,

ase call Larry Kwan at (336) 688-1220.

IGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
lurch 4145 Johnson St. will offer afree Spanish

urse on Thursdays 7-8:30 p.m. begiiming Jan.

For more information or to register call Nancy
cee at (336) 884-0522 or e-mail Larry Kwan at

icwan@lexcominc.net.

IGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
hurch ,4145 Johnson St., will begin the 2007

:ries of our Hope of Seeing Everyone Again

j
lOSEA) program. It is a program to invite

atholics who have distanced themselves from the

atholic Church, for whatever reason, to return,

his small group will begin Feb. 7, 7-9 p.m. and

ill meet weeldy for six weeks to get a sense of

le modem-day church, to discuss various issues

id concerns and to receive pastoral referrals and

^fuidance. For more information, contact Leury

wan at (336) 688-1220.

REENSBORO — The Reemployment Support

•roup of St. Paul the Apostle Church will meet

in. 25, 7:30-9 p.m., in Room 8 of the Parish

ife Center, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. If you
re currently out of work or looking to make a

areer change, join us for encouragement, support

nd informative topics to help you in your job

Jfearch. For more information, call Colleen Assal at

536) 294-4696, ext. 226.

VINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

VINSTON-SALEM — The Fraternity of
't. Clare ofthe Secular Franciscan Order will host

ji open houses for new inquirers Jan. 30 at 7 p.m.

tThe Spirit of Assisi (below Our Lady of Fatima

;;hapel), 211 W. 3rd St. Secular Franciscans are

community of lay Catholic men and women
vho seek to pattern their lives after Jesus Christ

Nations estimates there are 200 million

migrants in the world who have left their

homes for economic reasons, 9 million

refugees forced to flee and about 2

million yoimg people who have left their

home countries in order to study.

To the official figures, he said, one

also must add the millions of people

who have been displaced within their

own nations and those who have
immigrated without going through

official channels.

Pope Benedict said nations must
develop policies to regulate migration

in a way that respects the rights of each

person, promotes family unity, safeguards

women and children and, at the same
time, encourages an orderly and legal

movement of peoples. This will be

possible only if the human dignity of the

migrants is respected and if the migrants

recognize the values of the society

offering them a home, he said.

in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. For more

information, call Mary Ellen Humphrey at (336)

722-2293 or e-mail donaldbh@aol.com.

KERNERSVILLE — 7%e Catechism of the

Head and Heart religious education series

for adults will be held this fall in the library

at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School,

1725 NC Hwy 66 South. Tony O'Meara will

speak about "Signs along the Journey of Faith"

Feb. 8 at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call

Loretta Bedner at (336) 564-1040.

WINSTON-SALEM — Do you want to

follow the Catholic Church's teaching on

contraception? Learn Natural Family Planning

with the Couple to Couple League begiiming

Feb. 18 at St. Leo the Great Church, 335

Springdale Ave., 1:30-3:30 p.m. Its philosophy

is in full accord with Catholic teaching, and

the method is healthy and effective. Please call

Todd and Stephanie Brown at (336) 765-2909

for more information about classes or NFP-
knowledgeable physicians.

WINSTON-SALEM — St. Benedict the Moor
Church, 1625 East 12th St., hosts a 12:15 p.m.

prayer service, Veni Sanctus Spiritus, the second

and fourth Wednesday of each month. All are

welcome to reflect on God and refresh the spirit

in the middle of a day. For more information

call Sister Larretta Rivera-Williams at

(336) 725-9200.

is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline "for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Jan. 18— 7 p.m.

Mass for Life

immaculate Conception Church, Hendersonville

Jan. 21-22

March for Life

Washington, D.C.

Jan. 23— 1:30 p.m.

Building Committee meeting

Pastoral Center, Chariotte

Jan. 28— 2:30 p.m. Mass

IMACS Catholic Schools Week
St. Matthew Church, Chariotte

Vatican paper hits new Iraq executions,

says country heads off course
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Vatican newspaper criticized executions

in Iraq as a "cruel manipulation" of

justice and said the country is veering

in the wrong direction.

The comments on the front page of

L'Osservatore Romano Jan. 15 followed

the gruesome hanging of former Iraqi

President Saddam Hussein's half-brother,

who was decapitated by the hangman's

noose when his body dropped through

the gallows floor.

A video showed the body ofthe dead

man, Barzan Ibrahim, the former head of

the Iraqi secret police, lying on the floor,

with his severed head several feet away,

still hooded. Iraqi authorities said the

decapitation was accidental.

Executed at the same moment was
Awad Hamed al-Bandar, the head of

Saddam's revolutionary court. His body
swung from a rope in the video.

Both men were convicted of
responsibility in the torture and killing of

148 Shiites in 1982.

"A cruel manipulation of justice

once again has used the gallows as its

instrument," the Vatican newspaper said.

"After the execution of Saddam

Hussein— which was also turned into a

spectacle in a way that seriously damaged
human dignity — many people noted

the urgent need to give signals in the

direction ofdialogue and reconciliation,"

the newspaper said.

"But at the moment, it does not seem
such a change of course has occurred,"

it said.

Vatican Radio carried an interview

with the head of Amnesty International

in Italy, Riccardo Noury, that was sharply

critical of Iraq for proceeding with

executions. Noury said the hangings

were done in a hasty manner following

"irregular" trials, and do not serve justice.

"The death penalty should have been

abolished in the new Iraqi Constitution.

It would have been an important sign that

the country was breaking with Saddam's

tradition of violating himian rights,"

Noury said.

He faulted the Iraqi government for

threatening diplomatic repercussions

against the many countries that have

criticized the executions. He said the

methods and actions of the current

government are not very different from

the previous regime.

Snow sculpture

CNS PHOTO BY China Daily, Reuihis

An artist (lower left) carves a snow sculpture for the opening ceremony of a park in Mudanjiang, in

northeast China's Heilongjiang province, Jan. 1 2.

Atlanta's Emory University begins new
Catholic studies minor

ATLANTA (CNS) — Starting this

January, students at Emory University in

Atlanta have the chance to learn about

famous Catholics as part ofa new Catholic

studies minor at the liberal arts university.

The program is the only such minor in

the country at a non-Catholic college or

iiniversity, according to Emory officials.

With a significant number ofCatholic

students at Emory^ the minor will give

these students an opportunity to learn

more about the roots of their faith.

Jack Zupko, assistant professor of

philosophy at the university, also hopes

the program will help students to gain a

better understanding of the relationship

between church and state.

"We need to train student scholars

to look at religion and secular interests

in a way that's not hostile," he told

The Georgia Bulletin, newspaper of the

Atlanta Archdiocese.

The minor concentrates on the

impact of Catholicism's intellectual and

cultural fraditions on Western thought

and is described as "entirely secular and

academic" — not to be confused with

formation in the Catholic faith.
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Girl Scout earns Gold Award
GREENSBORO — Jordan Claire

Cain, a member of Girl Scout Troop 675,

was recently awarded the Gold Award
from the Tarheel Triad Council.

The Gold Award is the highest

achievement within the Girl Scouts.

Jordan's Gold Award project included

planning and building a memorial garden

at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High

School in Kemersville.

The Charles B. Smith Memorial

Garden was in memory of Charlie

Smith, a Bishop McGuinness student

who was killed in a boating accident in

2004. Charlie was a top scholar, talented

musician and good friend to many at the

school and in the community.

Jordon, a parishioner of St. Pius X

Jordan Claire Cain

Church in Greensboro, is a 2006
graduate of Bishop McGuinness and a

pre-law and history major at Meredith

College in Raleigh.

Scouts provide Christmas

meal for 'extended family'
CHARLOTTE — Members of

Girl Scout Troop 10 recently adopted a

family for Christmas.

The froop members, all parishioners

of St. Ann Church in Charlotte,

purchased food and gifts for a local

family who had fled Nicaragua due to

political persecution. The family of five

— including a newborn baby — had

recently experienced a job loss and

severe illness.

The Scouts purchased and wrapped

the items, and delivered them to the

family Dec. 20.

Courtesy Photo

Members of Girl Scout Troop 10, all parishioners of St. Ann Church in Charlotte, are pictured Dec. 19,

2006 with Christmas gifts and food they purchased for a local family Pictured are (from left): Skylar

Heeter, Ivey Andersen, Cara Toebbe, Emily Asinger, Mary Lauren Shea, Caitlyn Brewer, Brigid Sommer

and troop leader Nancy Andersen.

diocese of charlotte podcast

It's news and
inspiration about

the Diocese of Charlotte!

Bishop Jugis on
Embryonic Stem Cell Research

Subscribe today
— it's FREE!
Check it out at

\A^ww.CharlotteDiocese.org.

Knights help supply

Toys for Tots at Christmas
jf

Courtesy Ph

Craig Schwarz, a member ofKnights ofColumbus Council 8509, andyoungparishione

ofHoly Cross Church in Kemersville, arepictured while sorting toys collected by the U.

Marines, items donated through the parish Angel Tree and other contributions to the U.

Marine Corps Reserve Toysfor Tots Program.

Through the program, new and unwrapped toys are collected during October, Novemh
and December to be distributed as Christmas gifts to needy children in the community

which the campaign is conducted.

The Knights, Columbiettes and other volunteers worked to identify needy recipients at

help supply them withfood, gifts and other needed items. They were able to reach out to ^

children in 25families at Christmastime.

T-oi" n ^liita fife Tmining in T-fofiness . ,

.

Ave Maria University

Institute for Pastoral Theology

The Writings of

Pope John Paul II

Dr. Timothy Herrman

February 3

March 3

March 31

12pm-
6:10pm

Class Location:

Cardinal Newman High School

4701 Forest Drive

Columbia, SC 29206

For an Application or More Information

Toll Free: 866-866-1 1 00
Email: ipt@avemaria.edu
Web: www.ipt.avemaria.edu
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CNS PHOTO BY Gregory A. Shemitz, Long Island Catholic

Teresa Duff prays following Mass in July 2006 at Immaculate Conception Church in Westhampton Beach, N.Y.

Come Visit Our Open House

St Michael

Catholic School

Sunday, January 28, 2007
(Inclement weather date - Sunday Feb 4^*^)

11 :30AM -1:30PM
Come for a tour!

Faith, Tradition & Academic Excellence

for over Sixty Years!

Pre-K(4 Years) - Elementary (K-5) - Middle School (6-8)

Now accepting applications for the

2007-2008 School Year
704-865-4382

smsgastonia.com

704 St. Michael's Lane, Gastonia, NC
Located 10 mins from 1-85 off Highway 321

J^ELATIVE, from page 1

"God has been good to me. I owe him a debt

of gratitude."
— Teresa Duff

Catholic news story

reconnects distant relatives
During their visit, the cousins, who

hadn't seen each other for 25 years,

reminisced about their family and DufTs
life in her native Ireland.

"Teresa even cooked us a delicious

chicken cordon bleu dinner and her

famous Linzer tarts for dessert,"

FitzGerald said.

At 99, Duff still drove to Immaculate

Conception Church in Westhamptom
Beach, N.Y., every morning, arriving at

7:30 a.m. to pray the rosary before Mass.

On rainy or snowy days, a neighbor

would take her.

"The sixth pew back, on the left,"

said Duff in a August 2006 Catholic

News Service story. "This is what I live

for. God has been good to me. I owe him

a debt of gratitude. Since I am able to

go, I go."

On the rare occasions she couldn't

make it to church, Duff would watch

Mass on television.

She attended daily Mass nearly all of

her adult life, and credited her mother's

example for her strong faith and love of

the Mass.

When FifzGerald called Duff at

Christmastime, he found out she had been

hospitalized for severe dehydration.

Duff passed away Jan. 9, six months

shy ofher 1 00th birthday. The FitzGeralds

had planned to travel to New York for her

centennial celebration, July 14.

They'll still make the trip, but

instead for the inurnment of Duff's

ashes at Gate of Heaven Cemetery in

Hawthorne, N.Y. Duff will be inumed

next her husband, Angus, and a son who
died in childhood.

Through his reconnection with

Duff, FitzGerald has also been able to

reconnect with Duffs son John and other

distant cousins.

"I am grateful that The Catholic

News & Herald published the story,"

FitzGerald said. "It provided me the

opportunity to spend a most enjoyable

day with her, a memory I will

forever cherish."

records, and sure enough, his grandmother

and Duff's mother were sisters— making
them first cousins, once removed.

FitzGerald viTote a letter to Duff,

which he later found out was one of

many "fan letters" she received as a

result of the story.

"It ran in several newspapers, even

in Denver, Colo.," he said.

When he didn't hear from Duff,

FitzGerald called her.

"My wife and I were going to a

wedding on Long Island in October,

so we made a side trip to visit Teresa,"

he said.

About a month before their visit,

the FitzGeralds were in Salt Lake City

visiting the Family Research Library.

"I was able to make a copy
of Teresa's Irish birth registration— she

was bom in Cratloe, County Clare,"

FitzGerald said. "She was thrilled— she

had never.seen it before."

C
Cc

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

135,000 people will read
these words this weeic!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

L.OW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too! /Ciihc i 1 1 *

(S^atholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now! BBOramiBIBI
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Belmont Abbey College taps

Lamadrid for dual role

Veteran college adrrmistrator to lead enrollment

management, student affairs

BELMONT— Dr. Lucas Lamadrid

was named vice president of enrollment

management and student affairs of

Belmont Abbey College Jan. 9.

In his new role, he will be

responsible for admissions, financial

aid, retention and student life, which

also includes athletics.

"Lucas was a natural choice

for this combined position because

he has excelled elsewhere in the

same dual capacity and understands

how higher education is enhanced
through the Catholic Benedictine

intellectual tradition," said Dr. Bill

Thierfelder, president of Belmont
Abbey College.

"In keeping with our college's vision,

he is deeply committed to providing

a comprehensive higher education

experience focused on development of

the whole person — mind, body and

spirit," said Thierfelder.

Lamadrid comes to the Abbey
after seven years with St. Vincent

College in Latrobe, Pa., where he

served as vice president and chief

student affairs officer.

"It's a huge responsibility and makes
great sense to have one person oversee a

student's journey through college fi-om

the time he or she begins searching for

the right college through graduation,"

said Lamadrid.

"I believe my experience in a similar

role and enviroimient will ease my
transition and help me hit the ground

running at Belmont Abbey," he said.

Lamadrid holds three degrees— a

bachelor's in economics and English,

a doctorate in religion and a Master
of Divinity from the University of

Notre Dame.
Consistently ranked one of the

best liberal arts colleges in the South

by U.S. News and World Report and

The Princeton Review, this past fall the

Intercollegiate Studies Institute selected

Belmont Abbey College as one ofthe top

50 "Ail-American Colleges."

CAMDEN
LEARNING CENTER™

is a personalized

educational center offering

specialized tutoring

for all ages in:

Reading • Phonics

Written Language • Math

Study Skills

SAT/ACT Preparation

Let Camden help.

Felicia Smi, Oumer/Director

Parishioner, St. Matthew Catholic Church

& Parent, St. Matthew Catholic School student

South Charlotte

(704) 752-4234
www.camdenlearnmgcenter.cora

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte. NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas

CouRTBT Photo

Rebekah Torres gives her declamation speech at St. Thomas Aquinas Academy in Arden in December.

Academy sophomore wins

speech contest
ARDEN — Rebekah Torres, a

sophomore at St. Thomas Aquinas
Academy in Arden, won the school's first

Public Declamation Speech Contest in

December.

Rebekah's recitation fi-om memory
of a Mortimer Adler speech on the value

ofa liberal education was nearly flawless,

according to one of the judges.

"Not a word out of place," said

Sedrick Dellinger, academic dean and

one of the contest's two judges.

A public declamation is a feat of

memory, literature and performance.

All the students at St. Thomas Aquinas

Academy memorized texts significant

to Western Civilization, with the theme

being the value of education.

The text sources range fi-om ancient

Greek to Renaissance to modern
literature. The students recited their

literature selections fi-om memory for

an audience in an exercise of the art of

persuasion, as well as a test of memory,
understanding of the work and public

speaking skills.

"A declamation speech allows

students to develop the art of
speaking with force and clarity," said

Dellinger.

Rebekah claimed a $50 prize and

the honor of repeating her speech at

the academy's St. Nicholas dinner

in Asheville. Alexandra Sterling, a

freshman, also performed her recitation

of a section of the classic "The Iliad"

before 75 attendees.

St. Thomas Aquinas Academy
opened in August 2006 in Arden. It is

the first mountain-area high school in 30

years to offer a Catholic curriculum to

students of the area.

Catholic Family EXPO
Belmont Abbey College

April 13 - 15. 2007

Formation for Vocations
Be transformed to fully embrace your vocation

Learn how to prepare your children for God's call

Dr. Ray Fr. Frank Dr. William Gail

Guarendi Pavone Theirfelder Buckley

Early Registration Discount Available

Register Today!

www.catholicfamHvexpo.org
'

. Or call 704-455-7233
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Catholics well represented

in 110th Congress

CONGRESS, from page 1

— 25 in the Senate and 1 30 in the House.

But there are fewer Catholic RepubHcans

in both houses since the 109th Congress

and many more Catholic Democrats.

hi the last Senate, Catholic members
were nearly evenly split between the

parties, with 11 Republicans and 13

Democrats. Now there are 9 Catholic

Repubhcans and 16 Catholic Democrats

in the Senate.

hi the House at the start of the 109th

Congress, there were 129 Catholics— 57

Republicans and 72 Democrats. Although

the total nimiber of House Catholics in

the 110th Congress is nearly the same

at 130, the current group includes 42

Republicans and 88 Democrats.

Even Rep. Keith Ellison, D-Minn., a

Muslim who was sworn in as amember of
Congress using a Quran once owned by
President Thomas Jefferson, was raised

a Catholic. He became a Muslim while

in college at Wayne State University in

Detroit.

Ellison's mother, Clida Ellison,

recently told The Associated Press that

she remains a practicing Catholic and

attends Mass daily. But she said the

controversy over her son's decision to be

sworn in using the Quran rather than a

Bible was a good thing, "because many
people inAmerica are going to learn what

the diversity ofAmerica is all about."

The two new Buddhist members of

Congress — Democratic Reps. Mazie
Hirono of Hawaii and Hank Johnson of

Georgia — have not spoken publicly

about their religion.

Hirono is among 54 members
of the 110th Congress who attended

Jesuit institutions of higher education,

according to a list compiled by the

Association of Jesuit Colleges and
Universities. She earned her law degree

in 1978 at Georgetown University Law
School in Washington.

The niraiber represents a nearly

15 percent increase compared to the

109th Congress, in which 47 of the 535

members were alumni of Jesuit colleges

or universities, the association said.

Jesuit Father Charles Currie,

association president, called the latest

figures "an important reminder that a

Jesuit education is meant to lead to lives

of leadership and service."

"We are proud that this goal is

realized at the highest levels of pubUc
service, as well as in coimtless other

ways across the country and around the

world," he added in a statement.

With the election ofSen. Harry Reid,

D-Nev., as Senate majority leader, the

110th Congress also marks the highest

congressional leadership position ever

achieved by a member of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, also

known as Mormons.
In all there are 15 Mormons— five

senators and 10 representatives— in the

new Congress.

DEPART JULY 15, 2007 WITH FATHER WALTER

Canadian Rockies Tour

Offers 'Cool' Vacation
Join other Roman Catholics, and your chaplain.

Father Walter Grabowski, for the most "heavenly" siahtsBeina

in the most pristine and beautiful countryside in North America.

There's more than just the Canadian Rockies on this popular Your Man Tours vacation. You'll

spend a week in tiie Canadian Rockies and another week across the border in the American

Norttiwest. First fly into Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for a scenic three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta.

En route you'll visit Fargo and Bismarck, North Dakota; then north to Saskatchewan where you'll

visit the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Academy. Your time in the Canadian Rockies will include

daily sight-seeing. Highlights include Lake Louise; Banff National Park; Hoodoos; Bow Falls and

Cascade Gardens; a SnoCoach ride over the Columbia Ice Fields; Canmore, Alberta; Kananaskis

Country; Waterton Lakes National Park and more! Back in the U.S. you'll visit Helena and Billings

Montana; Custer's battlefield at the Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; Wild Bill Hickock

and Calamity Jane's Deadwood; Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial; legendary

Badlands National Park and more! We'll handle your luggage; include 13 nights hotel

accommodations, motor-coach transportation, and take you on some of the most beautiful sight-

seeing with unsurpassed scenery in North America. Prices start at only $1148 per person, double

occupancy including taxes. Add $550 for round-trip airfare from Charlotte. This will be Father

Waiter's fourth trip as a Your Man Tours' Catholic Chaplain. He is pastor of Immaculate

Conceptbn Roman Catholic Church in Eden, New York.

Space is limited . $300 deposits are now due.

For brochure, information, reservations and letter from

Father Grabowski with his phone number, call 7 days a week:

TOUR M4A/' TOURS 1-800-736-7300
America's First Choice for travel since 1967!

Capitol Believers

Although the 1 10th Congress Is religiously diverse,

90 percent of its members are Christians.

CHRISTIAN

155 Catholic

67 Baptist

62 Methodist

43 Presbyterian

37 Episcopalian

15 Mormon
104 Other Christian

43 JEWISH

OTHER BELIEFS

2 Buddhist

1 Muslim

6 No affiliation/

not stated

©2007 CNS

After Catholics, Baptists (67),

Methodists (62), Jews (43), Presbyterians

(43), Episcopalians (37) and Lutherans

(17) are the most well-represented faith

groups in the 110th Congress. Another

26 members of Congress describe

themselves only as "Protestant," while

18 more list themselves as "Christian."

Six members ofthe current Congress

say they have no religious affiliation.

Among the other Christian

denominations with more than two
members in the 110th Congress are the

United Church of Christ (7), Christian

Science (5), Eastern Orthodox (5) and

Assembly ofGod (4).

The African Methodist Episcopal

Church, Christian Reformed Church,

Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ,

Seventh-day Adventists, Unitarian

Universalists and unspecified evangelical

churches have two members each.

ce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

140! Parton Ave. 72 Long SI»oals Road

i\sheviJk, NC Arden, NC
(828) 252-3535 (828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Ashevillc's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arransements and obituaries on-Une at www.grocefuneralhome.com

Pilgrimage to Italy

Fr. Mark Lawlor of St. Vincent de Paul Church and parishioner

Dr. Joseph Dl Pietro are working on the plans for a 14-day

pilgrimage to Italy. Our group will leave on April 1 6 and we
will visit such interesting and exciting places as Rome,
Montecassino (site of St. Benedict's first abbey), San
Giovanni Rotondo (tomb of St. Padre Pio), Historic Pompeii

and Subiaco. The trip may be called A Mosaic of Italy and will be a combination of

religious, historical and cultural aspects.

Our goal is to have 30 pilgrims. Tour package (based on double occupancy) should be
just under $3,000.

E-mail: MLawlor@stvincentdepaulchurch.com, phone: (704) 554-7088, ext, 215 or Dr. Di

Pietro at (704) 543-0314. The proposed itinerary may be viewed at our parish web
page: www.sfvincentdepaulchurch.com under the tab: pilgrimage.

(This is a privately-sponsored trip, i^ot affiliated with the Diocese of Charlotte.)
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Bishop Jugis calls on

Catholics to fight legislation

STEM CELLS, from page 1

parishioners with the Catholic Church's

teachings on stem-cell research,

especially those aspects that violate the

church's moral teaching.

The letters were sent with a three-part

document on the teaching on stem-cell

research, written in "an easily understood

manner by a committee of Catholic

doctors, scientists and theologians," to be

included in parish bulletins distributed at

Masses the weekends ofJan. 13-14, 20-2

1

and 27-28.

The inserts are titled "Introduction

to the Ethics and Science of Stem-Cell

Research," "Myths and Facts of Stem-

Cell Research" and "A Call to Action."

In their letter, the bishops asked

their pastors "to help us both educate

and mobilize the Catholics in our state

regarding the issue of stem-cell research

so that Catholics will understand the

issues connected with it and will act,

when legislation is proposed, to voice

their opposition to embryonic stem-cell

research and any proposal to fund it

using taxpayer dollars."

Over the past two years, a House
health subcommittee ofthe N.C. General

Assembly has been studying House Bill

632, the Stern Cell Research Health

and Wellness Act, which would provide

taxpayer funding for embryonic stem-

cell research within North Carolina.

"Human life is precious and we
should not destroy innocent human life

at any stage, including the beginning

embryonic state," said Bishop Jugis.

Bishops Jugis and Burbidge stated

that the voices of the more than 400,000

Catholics in North Carolina "can make a

difference on behalf of the unborn."

Federalfunding criticism

Richard Doerflinger, deputy director

of the U.S. bishops' Secretariat for

Pro-Life Activities, recently criticized

the U.S. House of Representatives

passage Jan. 11 of a bill expanding

federal funding of stem-cell research

that involved the destruction of human
embryos, but expressed confidence that

an expected presidential veto of the

."misguided and unethical legislation"

would stand.

Doerflinger said that the 253-174

vote indicated that there were not enough

votes to override the veto that President

George W. Bush has promised.

The bill now goes to the Senate for

a vote; if it passes there, it will be sent to

the White House for action by Bush.

But Doerflinger said both houses of

Congress should turn their attention "to

stem-cell research that poses no moral

problem — constructive research that is

already beginning to help patients with

dozens of conditions in clinical trials."

"Unlike embryonic stem-cell

research, research using stem cells

fi"om adult tissue, umbilical-cord blood,

amniotic fluid and other sources is

showing enormous promise and is likely

to produce new treatments for patients

EDUCATING N.C. CATHOLICS

Parishes in the dioceses of both

Charlotte and Raleigh are expected

to run a three-part bulletin insert in

January on the Catholic Church's

teaching on stem-cell research.

Part one, "Introduction to the Ethics

and Science of Stem-Cell Research,"

explains the church's teaching on

the sacredness of human life, an

explanation of stem-cell science,

the important distinction between

embryonic stem cells and adult stem

cells, and the moral issues involved

with embryonic research.

Part two, "Myths and Facts of

Stem-Cell Research," explores the

falsehoods reported by proponents

of embryonic stem-cell research and

provides factual infomiation on related

issues such as cloning.

And part three, "A Call to Action,"

advises Catholics in both dioceses to

be prepared to be called to action by

Bishop Jugis and Bishop Burbidge

"to help defeat this legislation."

Catholics will be asked to contact their

representatives to voice concerns

and objections to taxpayer funding of

embryonic stem-cell research.

WANT MORE INFO?

The three bulletin inserts are available

on the Diocese of Charlotte's Web site at

www.charlottediocese.org.

now living," he added.

Noting that most Americans prefer

stem-cell research that takes place

"without harming or destroying human
life at any stage," Doerflinger said, "the

truly statesmanlike approach to this

issue would be to take up this challenge,

supporting - medical progress that all

Americans can live with."

Before the vote, Philadelphia

Cardinal Justin Rigali, chairman of

the bishops' Committee on Pro-Life

Activities, urged House members to

"consider the fiindamental moral line"

they would cross if they approved H.R.

3, the Stem Cell Research Enhancement
Act of 2007.

Cardinal Rigali called it a "sad

reality" that other forms of stem-cell

research have received inadequate

Caring for Chorlotte Area Cotholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

CREATING STEM-CELL LINES
Scientists believe stem cells could repair diseased or injured tissues. The Catholic Church
opposes stem-cell research that involves the destruction of human embryos.

FROM HUMAN EMBRYO

An egg is cloned

or fertilized in vitro to

create a human embryo.

The embryo begins

to form and the inner

cell mass is isolated.

Stem cells, present 5-7 days
after fertilization, are removed
and grown in a petri dish. The rest

of the embryo is discarded.

FROM ADULT TISSUE

stem cells are extracted

from umbilical cords,

placentas or amniotic fluid

or from adult tissue such
as bone marrow.

Cells are grown
in a petri dish.

Cells divide,

forming a cell line.

Cells are manipulated to create specific human tissue

such as nerve cells, muscle cells or blood cells.

© 2005 CNS Graphics

Vatican official hopes new amniotic

stem-cell research proves correct
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Vatican's top health care official

expressed hope that U.S. researchers

would be proven correct in asserting they

could obtain medically useful stem cells

from amniotic fluid.

Mexican Cardinal Javier Lozano
Barragan, president of the Pontifical

Council for Health Care Ministry, said

Jan. 8 there would be no ethical problem

with using cells from amniotic fluid as

long as the procedure did not place the

pregnant woman or her baby in danger.

"The ethical problem," he said,

always has surrounded cells obtained by

destroying human embryos.

In a study reported Jari. 7, scientists

at the Wake Forest Institute for

Regenerative Medicine in Winston-

Salem, N.C, and Children's Hospital

and Harvard Medical School in Boston

said the amniotic fluid surrounding a

child in the womb can be the soiirce of

medically useful stem cells.

The U.S. research. Cardinal Lozano

said, "is a discovery for which we can

rejoice. I congratulate the researchers

who have demonstratedhow it is possible

to make medical progress without

damaging embryos."

Dr. Antonio Spagnolo, a professor

at the bioethical institute of the Catholic

University of the Sacred Heart in Rome,
said it appeared that cells taken from

amniotic fluid hold the same 'therapeutid

potential as embryonic stem cells.
"

However, he urged caution in)

declaring the new procedure ethically*

positive, particularly because it depends'

on how the cells are obtained.

funding and attention while there has been

"an exaggerated and almost exclusive

focus on destructive embryo research in

the political and policymaking arena."

"Even the national cord-blood stem-

cell bank that Congress approved a year

ago, which could benefit many thousands

of Americans immediately, has received

minimal funding," he said.

Other forms of stem-cell research

made news Jan. 7 based on a report from

scientists at Wake Forest and Harvard

universities that said the amniotic fluid'

surrounding a child in the womb can be

the source ofmedically usefixl stem cells.

"The federal government has never

taken the crass utilitarian approach of

forcing taxpayers to support the direct

killing of innocent human life, at any

stage of development, in the name of

progress," said Cardinal Rigali.

Contributing to this article was
DavidHains, FrankMorockand Catholic
News Service.

I

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals with NO BlTi'-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOTSWOOD
at Jfvittg Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Pro-lifers take message

to streets of Charlotte

MARCH, from page 1

the street from the diocesan Pastoral

Center before heading uptown to the

Charles R. Jonas Federal Building,

where they prayed the rosary and the

Chaplet of Divine Mercy.

The march, along with the annual

March for Life in Washington, marks the

34th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme

Court's Roe v. Wade decision legalizing

abortion.

"Roe V. Wade crossed into an area

that is out of character for the U.S.

experience," said Bob Loughlin, a

parishioner of St. Matthew Church in

Charlotte who participated in the march.

"It refused to define personhood for

the country, denying it for a whole class

of people in this country, similar to what

Hitler did," said Loughlin.

"When we deny the dignity of

humanhood to a class of people, it gives

us the ability to destroy them," he said.

Witt referred to abortion as the "war

on terror in the womb."
"With the war in Iraq, we can see

the bodies of those killed, we can see

the evil," she said. "But with abortion,

it is difficult to see the evil and people

are in denial."

"When we deny the

dignity of humanhood
to a class of people, it

gives us the ability to

destroy them."

— Bob Loughlin

Some marchers carried photographs

ofunborn babies killed through abortion.

Other marchers brought their children

with them.

"It's great to see so many people

out here, especially all the families with

children," said Cindy Brown, executive

director of Room at the Inn, a Catholic

maternity home in Charlotte.

Ben Roberts, a seminarian for

the Diocese of Charlotte studying at

St. Charles Borremeo Seminary in

Pennsylvania, was in town and wanted to

take part in the Charlotte march.

"I hope the march will raise

awareness," he said. "Prayer, too, is

always effective."

Other pro-life events

Bishop Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte

participated in the annual Rally for Life

Photo by Kevin E. Murrw

Pro-life activists walk by the diocesan Pastoral Center toward uptown Charlotte during the first March

for Life in Charlotte Jan. 1 2.

in Raleigh Jan. 13. Bishop Michael F.

Burbidge of Raleigh opened the rally

with an invocation; participants then

marched through the city streets.

Bishop Jugis will also participate in

the annual March for Life in Washington

Jan. 22., and will be the homilist at a

Mass at the Basilica of the National

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception

that day.

The National Prayer Vigil for Life

will take place at the basilica Jan. 2 1 . The
vigil also includes a rosary for life, night

prayer. Holy Hours, morning prayer and

the opportunity for confession.

Contributing to this article was
Catholic News Service.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray
by calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese. org.

The Good News in Education

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
I

January 28 - February 3

A CATHOLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION PREPARES A CHILD FOR LIFE.

There is good news in education.And you'll find it in a Catholic school.

A Catholic school education prepares a child for life. At a

Catholic school, your children vv^ill learn more than reading,

writing and arithmetic. They'll learn the importance of character

and integrity. They become understanding, compassionate and

loving. Give your children a Christ-centered education!

Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools

m

Visit us online to learn more about the

eightMACS schools located across the

Charlotte-Mecklenburg area or call

Admissions at (704) 370-3273.

Mass with

Bishop Peter Jugis

Celebrate the start ofCatholic Schools Week!

Sunday, January 2S at 2:30 pm
St. Matthew Catholic Church

8015 Ballantyne Commons Parkway

www.charlottedlocese.org/ma
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

In new book, Nigerian priest

decries racism he finds in America
ST. LOUIS (CNS) — It is time

for U.S. churches to combat racial

injustice in their country and among their

congregations, says a Catholic priest from

Nigeria who has studied the problem.

Holy Ghost Father Cajetan Ngozika

Ihewulezi resides at Sts. Teresa and

Bridget Church in North St. Louis and

serves as a hospital chaplain while doing

graduate studies. He is the author of a

new book, "Beyond the Color of Skin:

Encounters With Religions and Racial

Injustice in America."

In his book, he looks at the issue

as an outsider.

Father Ihewulezi came to St. Louis

four years ago as a graduate student, first

at St. Louis University, where he earned

a master's degree in historical theology,

and then atAquinas Institute ofTheology,

where he is earning a doctorate.

He said some hospital patients don't

want a black priest anointing them.

"Evennow," he said, "some Catholics

still have that prejudice."

"I see the churches, not just the

Catholic Church but American churches,

as having neglected the issue of civil

rights and racial justice. It is as if they

feel everything is OK. But in actuality

negative things are still happening, and

the continued silence calls for a renewed

evaluation," Father Ihewulezi said.

He said "racial abuse" is similar to

sexual abuse in terms of the long-lasting

effects it has on the lives of those who
have suffered from it. For instance, he

said, racial injustice has tended to keep

its victims in poverty and has destroyed

their sense of self-worth.

"It's happening in society and also in

the churches," he said.

For Catholics, he said, "racial

injustice is not in line with our faith^

There is no justification for that. The
Catholic Church teaches that racial

injustice should be resisted, even the least

bit of it."

Yet in some Catholic churches whites

have refused to sit in the same pew with

blac]^ or shake hands with them, he said.

In one instance a pastor suggested that

perhaps they'd feel more comfortable at

another parish.

"For people to behave that way in

a Catholic church is uncalled for and

an embarrassment of the faith," Father

Ihewulezi said.

Not everyone is this way, he noted,

but that kind of behavior, "especially for

us who are foreigners coming here with

the impression of America as a place of

equality, is insulting."

His book is "a call for a dialogue to

address the problem. You can't eliminate

racial injustice by sweeping it under the

carpet," he said.

So far, he has had only positive

reaction to the book. Manyhavewelcomed
it, especially for his detail on the origins of

racial injustice, the churches' cormection

to it and why it is still persistent, he said.

The book also could make a good
resource for high school or college

students and has been recommended for

students in clinical pastoral education,

he said.

In the book, through interviews with

church officials and others, he focuses

on steps to counter racial injustice in the

churches.

A more welcoming attitude is one

response, he said. More interaction

between mostly white congregations

and mostly black congregations in

worship and other activities and a greater

emphasis on helping poorer parishes also

would help, Father Ihevmlezi said.

In addition, he said "it is time for the

church to be more active, more vocal" in

condemning racism in American society

and challenging it in all its forms.

St. Thomas Aquinas Academy — Arden

A high school that offers
Academic Excellence
through Classical Education

Self-Discipline

through Catholic Formation

OPEN HOUSE Tues., Feb. 20th at 7 PM
or call for appointment(828)687-7714

wiiVw.stthomasaquinasacademy.org

St. Thomas Aquinas Academy is a private school, independent of the Charlotte Diocesan school system,

Join our Oratomn Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHER
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes

Retreats

Youth Camps

Campus Ministry

Nursing

Hospital Chaplains

F/nd out more about serving God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box n 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JAN. 28, 2007

Jan. 28, Fourth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19

Psalm 71:1-6, 15-17

2) 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13

3) Gospel: Luke 4:21-30

Hearing and
applying God's
words

BYjEFFHENSLEY
CATHOUC NEWS SERVICE

If we know or have known anyone

of a prophetic turn of either personality

or calling, we can guess why this week's

Scriptures have been clustered as they

have. Putting together the Old and New
Testament descriptions of the prophet and

his or her relationship to God with Paul's

exaltation ofthe gift oflove is no mistake.

The book of Jeremiah is one of the

few books of the Bible I've read from

first chapter to last in one or two sittings.

When you do it that way, what emerges

from Jeremiah's heroic efforts and his

trials and persecutions is the great love

he had for the people of Israel.

His primary motivation was not truth

with a capital T, but love wifli a capital L.

But the psalm, the Jeremiah reading

and the Luke passage all make clear that

when the prophet is obedient, speaking

God's word to his people while knowing

it likely will cause their anger, God

himselfwill protect the prophet.

The call to speaking forth obediently '

is impUcit, but God's protection is expUcit 1

In Luke, when Jesus offers a messs^e that
'

is ill-received, God's literal protection of

his life is described, not just promised

My dad will turn 91 the last day of

this month, the Lord willing. Diuing

much ofhis working life he was a church,

civic and business leader. In various

organizations as well as in his church and

business life, it was sometimes necessary

for him to "speak truth to power."

Sometimes, though not always, there

were consequences: lost jobs, rejection

by others. But always, God was faithful.

My dad never fell into irredeemable

circumstances in any area of his life.

Now, in his later years, he is proving

the truth of the excellence of the I

gift of love.

With his active and working years

behind him and my mom gone, he

finds meaning and purpose in offering

appreciation and love to others whose

lives come into contact with his owil And
because he is still active, caring forhimself

that includes quite a number offolks.
"There are in the end Aree things

that last: faith, hope and love, and the

greatest ofthese is love."

Questions:

In what way can we prepare our

hearts and our Uves to be able to hear

God's words and ^jply them, first of ail

to ovirselves? How has God used you to

speak his word to others?

Scripture to be Illustrated:

"But he went straight through their

midst and walked away" (Luke 4:30b).

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 21-27

Sunday (Third Sunday in Ordinary Time), Nehemiah 8:2-4, 5-6, &-10, 1 Corinthians 12:12-

30, Luke 1 :14, 4:14-21
;
Monday (SL Vincent), Hebrews 9:15, 24-28, Mask 3:22-30; Tuesday,

Hebrews 10:1-10, Mark 3:31-35; Wednesday (SL Francis de Sales), Hebrews 10:11-18, Mark

4:1-20; Thursday (Conversion ofSt Paul), Acts 9:1-22, Mark 16:15-18; Friday (Sts. Timothy

and Titus), Titus 1:1-5, Mark 4:26-34; Saturday (SL Angela Merici), Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19,

Luke 1:69-75, Mark 4:3541.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 28-FEB. 3

Sunday (Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19, 1 Corinthians 12:31

— 13:13, Luke 4:21-30; Monday, Hebrews 11:3240, Mark 5:1-20; Tuesday, Hebrews 12:1-4,

Mark 5:2143; Wednesday (SL John Bosco), Hebrews 12:4-7, 11-15, Mark 6:1-6; Thursday,

Hebrews 12:18-19, 21-24, Mark 6:7-13; Friday (The Presentation of the Lord), Malachi 3:1-

4, Hebrews 2:14-18, Luke 2:2240; Saturday (SL Blaise, SL Ansgar), Hebrews 13:15-17,

20-21, Mark 6:30-34.

.Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a phimbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To

Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a pluRtber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste lime waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 Charlotte (704) 795-9349 Concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cab<^s counties

wvvw .3wayplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

I
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Retired.
Not retiring.

For Phil, wellness means relaxing without a care in the world.

Having more time to exercise his mind and listen to his spirit

gives him a sense of inner harmony. It's the simple joy of

living, and Phil knows he'll find it here. Because here,

wellness is a way of life.

Pennybyrn at Maryfield is opening soon and residence

selection is becoming limited - act now!

I

73EMMVBVRKi
at MARYFIE LD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260

(336) 886-4103 or (866) 627-9343

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com

Sponsored by the Sistos ofthe Poor Servants of the Mother ofGod

NP/CNH/Ret2

Leno schooled in nutrition

CNS PHOTO Br Eo Unglois, Cathouc SENiife.

Second-graders from St. Ignatius School in Portland, Ore., get some last-minute instruction from "The

Tonight Show" stage manager Roberta Kantola before their national television appearance Dec. 1 3.

Students chide Lenofor not eating veggies, appear
on show

BY ED LANGLOIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

PORTLAND, Ore. — One moment
Michael Sorenson colored a picture ofthe

Virgin Mary. The next, he impersonated

Elvis for millions of television viewers.

That's show biz when you're a

second-grader in a Catholic school.

When Michael and the rest of his

classmates at St. Ignatius School in

Portland learned that Jay Leno, host of

NBC-TV's late-night "The Tonight Show,"

claimed he had gone more than 30 years

with no vegetables, they were appalled.

They had learned in health class

that such dietary behavior is wildly

irresponsible. They sent letters of appeal

to the host in California.

"Do you know you will be fat from

so much junk food?" wrote Alex Smith.

"I won't be surprised if people start

calling you Mr. Junk Food."

Samira Farah recommended that he

close his eyes when eating vegetables.

That's what she does.

Leno was touched by the notes and

knew they would touch the funny bones

of his audience, so he invited the class to

appear on his show.

A crew came from California Dec. 13

and turned the second-grade classroom

into an impromptu studio. The students

sat in rows and faced the camera.

After his monologue, which had

material prompting parents to cover

their children's ears, Leno carried on

a conversation with his second-grade

interlocutors. He told them his version of

the food pyramid was roast beef, topped by

potatoes and capped by chocolate cake.

He had the children laughing

uncontrollably and saying, "Ewww,"
when he suggested boyfriend-girlfriend

matches and designated a class clown.

Students told a joke or two and Michael

did his Elvis after a little prodding.

After the chat, a chef brought out a

fray of vegetables and the students urged

Leno to eat broccoli. He did it with a

slightly pained face, and amid vigorous

chewing called for a commercial break.

Pushing vegetables and fruits is not

just a fad for the students. They deeply

believe in eating at least five servings a

day and went out on a limb to prove it.

In the course of22 days, the class of 17

students collectively tried more than 800

servings of fruits and vegetables. If they

can do it, Leno should, too, they thought.

-Teacher Kathy Downing had read

about Leno's take on vegetables in Parade

magazine. She decided her students could

write him as an exercise in both health

awareness and persuasive composition.

"I never thought he would come
calling," said Downing. "The surprise

lesson is how effective writing can be."

Ficitiiiia and Spain PUgrimage

fx. Piatrick lUnslow (pastor, St John the Baptist Church) and

Fh Timothy Reid (parochial vicar, St Matthew Church)

cordially unite you tojoin them on an 11-day spiritual

pilgrimage to F^tima and Spain Nay 7-17, 2007.

^ Tour highlights include Fatima, the famous medieval

pilgrimage crty of Santiago de Compostela, Avila & Segovia (the homes

of St.Teresa and St. John'of the Cross),Toledo and Madrid. Price from

Charlotte: $2689 ($2589 before January 27, 2007).

fm more informatioii contact Pentecost Iburs at 1-800-713-9800.

(This is a privately-sponsored trip, r)ot affiliated with the Diocese ofCharlotte.)

r
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Studying (and eating) cells Egg-straordinary science

Courtesy Photo

Middle school students at St. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem study cells by creating "edible cells"

out of delicious ingredients in December.

"There are many names of functions for cells, and having the students do a hands-on project such as

creating edible cells helps them to better remember all the information they are taught," said Mythily

Isaac, science teacher.

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

St. Leo the Great Catholic Church, located in beautiful Winston-Salem, N.C., is

searching for a youth minister to continue an established Life Teen program. We are

seeking an enthusiastic, passionate, faith-filled individual, to direct young people

toward a meaningfuL life-affirming journey with Christ. If you are a Catholic with a

college degree, have a strong spiritual, faith-based background, are passionate

about working with youth, and have at least two years or more of practical

experience as a youth minister, preferably in a Life Teen environment, please

consider this opportunity.

St. Leo parish has an established Life Teen program centered on the Eucharist. The

Life Teen Mass is held every Sunday at 5pm during the school year. We have a

dedicated Core Team made up of singles and couples along with many committed

parent volunteers. Most important, however, are the 150 (and growing) young

people who partidpate in our Edge Nights (jr. youth). Life Nights (sr. youth). Coffee

Houses, activities and retreats. In addition, our Family Life Center features a room

dedicated to our youth, a Youth Minister's office, kitchenette and entertainment

center. Check us out at www.foolishoftheworld.com.

The position's starting salary is competitive and negotiable depending on education

and/or experience. We also offer an attractive benefit package. If interested, please

contact Youth Minister Search Committee at St. Leo the Great Catholic Church,

335 Springdale Ave., Winston-Salem, N.C. 27104. Phone: 336-724-9596. Fax:

336-724-7036. Email: youthminister@stleocatholic.com.

Classifieds

SERVICES

COUNSELING SERVICES: Individuals.

Couples. Family. Lucille Moses, BSN, M.Ed.,

Licensed Professional Counselor. 1801 E. S""

Street, 108-B, Charlotte. 704-366-6507 or

704-942-4334.

FOR RENT

VILLA: Isles of Palms, SC (Charleston area): 3

BD, 3BA, Resort community. Walk to beach, pool,

golf, tennis. Tropical, upscale decor. Extended stay

discounts available. 703-255-0572

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

CouRrtSY Photo

Kindergarten students at St. Ann School in Charlotte examine the strength ofan uncooked

egg in preparationfor their group-project entry in the school sciencefair in December

The students wanted to know ifan egg's shell is strong andpowerful or weak andfragile.
They carefully placed the uncooked egg in soft clay and, using the egg and two blocks of
wood, made a base to support a large cookie sheet.

Slowly the students added books, one by one, onto the cookie sheet to observe how much
weight the egg could support before it broke. The egg was able to support 26 books and the

tray before it broke, bringing the weight to 16pounds.

Why didn 't the egg break sooner? The students learned that the egg has an arch at each end

which is an excellent structurefor supporting weight.
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Weaving words
and art
Students study writing through innovative

museum program

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Fourth-graders

at Asheville Catholic School recently

explored the weaving of visual arts and

language arts.

In eight weekly classes, students

learned about creative writing skills

while studying art through the Literacy

Through Art program sponsored by the

Asheville Art Museum.
Their ninth class was a trip to

the museum.
"The purpose of the project is to

develop the creative writing abilities

and sharpen the descriptive skills of the

students," said Leigh Wilson, an artist

and teacher with the program.

The Literacy Through Art program

has expanded from one fourth-grade

classroom in Asheville to approximately

65 fourth- and fifth-grade Appalachian

region classrooms, reaching more than

1,600 students this school year.

"We've blossomed from teaching

literacy through art to rural school

reform," says Diane Dufhillo, associate

director of education for the museum,
who created the program.

The Asheville Catholic fourth-

Photo by Carole McGrotty

Fourth-graders at Asheville Catholic School learn

writing skills by studying art as part of the nine-

week Literacy Through Art program sponsored by

the Asheville Art Museum.

graders learned from visiting artists

through their works and in person, from

reading stories, and from the stories they

discovered in paintings from the museum
and ones they created.

The final classroom lesson was
on portrait painting. After listening to

a performance by folk musician and

entertainer Laura Boosinger, students

chose characters from her songs and

painted them as they imagined them to be.

Healthy habits

Courtesy Photo

Students from St. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salefrf pose with Harry the Dragon, Harris Teeter's

mascot, Jan 8. Harry visited the school to encourage healthy dietary habits as part of the Together in

Education program. The students viewed a video on the making of dairy products, enjoyed low-fat ice

cream treats and spoke with Harry and friends.

ATTENTION READERS! HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?

Is there something unique taking place at your parish? Do you know of someone who
is an exarnple of how to live the Catholic faith? Have a photo of a recent event at your

parish or ministry event?

If so, please contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

r

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

no ujondar uia end up at the same place:

Belmont f]bbey College, the 13Q-year-old

'Catholic College of the Carolinas.'

\Nhat are YOU seeking?

Belmont Abbey
College

Nos God may Be Glokifi

Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
edttoriais and viewpoints

Praise, criticism for IVIagliano

Congratulations and many thanks

for Tony Magliano's column, "The Big

Picture on Human Rights and Peace"

(Jan. 5). Such an article has been long

overdue and it's time that this approach

become part of our national dialogue on

these issues.

Instead of polarizing people, the

dovetail strategy can, I believe, bring

most Americans together. For too

long I've felt like I have no party that

resonates with my beliefs and there are

many millions who feel the same. Both

of these issues can and should be under

the same umbrella oflove and respect for

human life at all stages and in all aspects

of life. — Dick Richter

Hendersonville

Perhaps Catholic News Service

needs to find a columnist more in line

with Catholic values. In his columns,

Tony Magliano seems to equate all

issues as equal — particularly those

pertaining to the "pro-life" and "peace"

movements.

While every value he mentions

should have some essential value to any

Catholic, they are by no means equal.

The most important evils are those

that there can be no compromise with

— that the evil committed is always

intrinsic. Those are the five Catholic

"non-negotiables" — abortion,

euthanasia, same-sex marriage,

embryonic stem-cell research and

cloning.

On some of the other evils that

Magliano mentions, all may not be evil

every time with no questions asked.

It seems obvious that if abortion is

allowed, all other issues are moot. I hope

Magliano gets his facts right next time.

— Kevin Roeten

Asheville

Rights of citizenry

for legal citizens

Regarding "Migration week theme

is 'Welcoming Christ in the Migrant'"

(Jan. 5), the issue ofimmigration is cause

for great concern among Americans who
live and work here legally and find their

benefits of citizenry being diminished by

an overwhelming number ofimmigrants,

Letterstothe Editor

many of whom are illegal.The article

makes no distinction between how I as

a Catholic should treat a migrant, legal

or not It is my Christian duty to help my
fellow man who is in need, but not to

harbor criminals.

Bishop Gerald R. Barnes said, "Oar

nation's legitimate security concerns

have been distorted by some ^^o would

foment anxiety, fear and a distrust of

migrants." After 26 years of military

service and traveling around tiie worid, I

can safely say that we as a country take

our security way too li^itiy.

With millions of undocumented
immigrants in this country whom we
know nothing about— including where

they came from, where they live and

work, what dieir criminal backgrounds

are, what their medical statuses are

— our security is a crucial issue.

Jesus never taught us to ignore

man's laws unless they contradicted

his teaching. We have benefits of being

Catholic tiiat we do not extend to those

who are not Catholic; likewise, there are

rights of citizenry far legal citizens.

We need to concentrate onjustice for

legal immigrants.

— Mark Gibbons

Huntersville

Remarkable but

misleading plioto

The front page of flie Dec. 15 issue

had a remarkable photo of two sides of

the abortion debate — it captured the

peaceful but powerfiil disagreement

I did find the words on the pro-

choice activist's sign to be an interesting

oversimplified political generalization.

The sign read: "Don't go back to illegal

abortions! Drive out the Bush regime."

The impUcation is that tfie "Bush regime"

is clearly pro-life and that the other guys

(Democrats) are clearly all pro-choice. I

doubt that is that clear cut an issue.

— Dick Webber
Hendersonville

WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR
The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that tetters be originals of 250 words

or less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daythfne phone nunfaer

of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due1o space fiiratations and edited far

clarity, style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items siJwnitted to Ttie Calfnic

News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and »e sut^ to reuse, in whote or in part, in print,

electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald. P.O. Box 37267, Chartotte. N.C. 28237,

or e-mail catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

Changing how the church is

perceived among \J.S. blacks

Visible invitations needed from church leaders

In July 2007 the 10th National

Blade Catholic Congress will convene

in Bufiido, N.Y. The ccmgress tiieme is

"Christ Is Vmi Us: Celdnating the Gifts

ofdie Saoamaits."

In the montiis leading up to tius

congress, I diink it is good to look at

Ibe state of black Cadiolic ministry in

the United States, its adiievaxiaits and

challoiges.

Fewer tban 10 pacoA of some 36

millifm blades in die United States today

idoQtify themselves as Cathohc. That's

fewer than any oAier racial group.

What has the church done ovei the

years to increase its blade: membership?

In a nutshell, it has givoi financial

support to black missions, parishes

and e£forts to evangelize; established

numerous diocesan or archdiocesan

offices f<Hr blade Catholic ministry; given

its blessing to reli^ous wdos serving

in black cooamunities; and, in die late

1980s, created die Secretariat forAfiican

American Cadiolics to serve as the chief

adviser to the U.S. bishops' Committee

on AfiicanAmoican Cadiolics.

Black Catholics themselves have

come together to promote the church's

apostolate in black communities.

Organizations that address the

ccMicems ofthe estimated23 miUiraiblack

Cadiolics in die U.S. include die National

Black Catholic Congress; national

associations ofAfiican-American priests,

sisters, deaams, soninarians and laity; die

Km^its and Ladies of Petor Claver; die

Naticmal Association of Black Cathohc

Administratws and other fcnmis.

Yes, there are ongoing efforts to

invite more blacks to membership and

fidler participatitHi in die church in ttie

United States. But is there something

missing that the o&iex 90 percent ofU.S.

blacks see quite cleaily?

I believe th«e is: What they don't

see are whites themselves in church

leadership positions extending a warm
welcoine. It is not enough to engage

blacks to do diis.

With those few exceptions where

whites are involved actively in black

ministries (for example, four ofthe seven

bishops on die U.S. bishops' Committee

on African American Catholics are

white), welcfflning invitations fiom U.S.

Bridging

Gaps
CAROLE
NORRIS
GREENE

CNS COLUMNIST

church leaders are not very visible. I am
not saying they aren't there; they are

simply not very visible.

>^sibility is an important consider-

ation in this visually-oriented age.

Blacks on the outside looking in

on what they perceive as "the Catholic

Church" may only be going by what is

right in their faces: news coverage of

aging white men who sometimes look

stoic during celebrations of the Mass;

well-connected white men and women
and die occasional blacks who've gained

entree to televised ordinations, papal

visits, high-profile funerals and the like.

Blacks on the outside looking in may
not be aware of the countless warm and

welcoming Catholic parishes scattered

throughout the United States that are

indeed predominantly white or very

diverse, for I have been to several myself

Nor do they always hear just how
diligently some predominantly white

pastoral teams are addressing racism

within their ranks and ministering more

effectively among black members.

A significant number of blacks are

already "in the water."

They are spearheading organizations

serving the needs of their communities.

With major church funding, they

have developed excellent programs

highUghting the cultural contributions of

blacks to the church and combating the

ills plaguing their communities. They

are using their gifts to celebrate life in

Christ

Apparently this is not enough to

change how the church is perceived.

When black Catholics say to other

blacks, "Come on in, the water's fine!"

the unchurched among those U. S. blacks

who aren't Catholic just may be looking

back thinking: "Not me! How can you

stand die cold!"

Outside Prayer

Frequency that U.S. Catholic adults

pray outside of church services

44%
few times
a week or
less

25%
once a day

24
several times
a week

SenmEL TiHie Baylor Religion Survey, 2005 ©2007 CNS
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Why so many walls?
BorderSy and what makes America greaty

must be protected

"There is something wrong with

this picture," I told myself as I watched

Mexican-American laborers build anti-

terrorist barriers around the U.S. Capitol

while at the same time Congress was
voting to erect walls along the Mexican-

American border.

Without question, illegal immigration

needs to be checked, not only for

security reasons but also for the safety

of immigrants. Sad to say, the threat of

terrorism has heightened suspicions about

the legality of all immigrants. Equally

unfortunate are illegal immigrants who
end up being exploited by corrupt f>eople.

We have entered a new era of

immigration when a welcoming spirit we
once lauded is being tested.

The problem with walls along our

borders is that they heighten suspicions

at a time when we should be striving to

increase respect for each other. As the

war on terrorism has taught us, the best

weapon against terrorism would come
with the creation of mutual trust and

respect among those most affected by it

Building protective walls is a fact of

life. In the Bible the walls of Jericho are

destroyed by the Hebrews. When they, in

turn, build Jerusalem, walls are erected to

keep out their enemies.

Interestingly, the word "Kremlin"

means walls, and in Russia's neighboring

country there is the Great Wall of China.

During the days of the Iron Curtain,

ONS ,iwD COURTESY OF ScinBDU MiramV Cgn^^

walls between communism and free

states abounded. In early American
history and today, for that matter, waUed-

in forts have dotted our landscapes.

Walls don't always consist of
concrete and steel. Feuding husbands

and wives can erect psychological

barriers more difficult to penetrate than

the Great Wall of China.

Although walls, bulwarks, ramparts

and other forms of defense primarily are

meant to ensure security, whenever they

are erected to keep other human beings

out, they raise serious questions.

In the case of the soudion borders

of the United States, we need to ask:

Hie Human

Side

FATHER EUGENE
I

HEMRICK
CMS COLUMNIST

i

Is this the best way of ensuring our

security? How does this solve the

problem of honest, poor people trying to

escape deprivation? Is this an acceptable

American way of life?

In most instances, resorting to

protective barriers symbolizes
capitulation. It is a concession that more
reasonable means cannot be found for

solving our problems. It flies in the face

ofdie beliefthat American ingenuity can

win the day.

Our history is replete with lessons of

ingenious leaders who devised ways of

bringing people together. Great coaches

and American entrepreneiu^ repeatedly

have been lauded for the innovative ways
diey created teamwork.

Isn'tthis collaboration andteamwork
what we should be seeing much more
of when it comes to the United States

and Mexico?

No doubt about it, SepL 11, 2001

recast a peace-loving America into a

much more guarded and cautious nation.

Despite anxieties, we must ask: Can we
be content with this picture? Have we
fallen into a walled-in mentality that

severely diminishes one of our greatest

glfls, our capacity to tear down walls in

the pursuit ofpeace and liberty?

Making society and the

world different

Thinking outside the box needed to

make critical changes
Changing for the better rarely comes

easy. But it's worth all the prayer and
effort it takes. So let's go for it!

While we're at it, let's pray and
work harder to make our society and
government— in every respect— "one

nation under God."

In the Gospel, Jesus makes clear that

much is expected from those who have

much. He warns us that our very salvation

hinges on how just and generous we are

to the poor and vulnerable.

He calls us to become peacemakers

and to put away our weapons. For violence,

he says, only leads to fiorther violence.

The Creator has given us a vast,

beautiful and resourceful land. But it is

important that people of faith ask. What
does the Almighty expect the richfest

and most powerful nation on earth to do
differently at this time?

In many areas, the United States is

deaf to the voice of God. But a careful

reflection, on the Gospel and Catholic

social teaching will inspire us to become
prophets— those who speak for God.

How can a nation that atmually

lulls 1.3 million unborn babies through

abortion consider itself great? Let's

labor for the birth ofa U.S. constitutional

amendment protecting all human life

from conception to natural death.

Every day approximately 25,000

people around the world — 18,000 of
them children — die from hunger and
related disease. Currently we give a

mere 20 cents of every $100 of national
income for poverty eradication. That

puts us in last place among the world's

industrialized nations.

Let's resolve to urge our government

leaders to honor promises to give just 70

cents of every $100 of national income
for global poverty reduction.

And how is it that 37 million people
— 13 million children — remain poor

within our wealthy nation? The United

States should launch a real war on
poverty.

Speaking of war, followCTS of the

Prince of Peace should be comimitted

to ending war once and for all. We
need drastically to change our way of
thinking, speaking and spending.-

The world's Catholic bishops at

Vatican Council U declared that we are

Making a

Difference

TONY
MAGLIANO
CNSCX)IJJMNIST

compelled "to undertake an evaluation

of war with an entirely new attitude."

Albert Einstein said, "You cannot

simultaneously prevent and prepare

for war."

Let's try something we have never

done before. Let's really "think outside

the box." Let's insist that the president

and Congress take half of the $500
billion-plus military budget and use

it to eradicate worldwide poverty

and hunger.

Imagine a world without himger or

poverty. Imagine the positive effect it

would have on international relations.

Imagine how pleased God would be.

Each of us can make a difference.

And together we can transform the

world!

Robert F. Kennedy said, "Few will

have the greatness to bend history itself,

but each ofus can work to change a small

portion of events; and in the total of all

those acts will be written the history of

this geperation."

Now that's a history worth making!

Pope says

Christians show
ecumenical

commitment
through charity

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI offered prayers for this

year's Week ofPrayer for Christian Unity,

saying Christians need to demonstrate

their ecumenical commitment through

concrete acts of charity.

The pope, speaking at his weekly

general audience Jan. 1 7, said the road to

Christian imity was a long and difficult

one, but the important thing is not to

become discouraged. Prayer is essential

for ecumenical progress, he said.

The pope was scheduled to close

the Jan. 18-25 Christian unity week by

presiding over a vespers liturgy with

other Christian leaders in Rome.
He said the theme of this year's

prayer week, "Open our ears and loosen

our tongues," referred to Christ's healing

of a deaf man and to the missionary

responsibilities of all Christians.

Through baptism all Christians have

been freed from "spiritual deafiiess," he

said, and become capable of listening

to God's word and communicating it to

others.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience Jan. 1 7.

Dear brothers and sisters.

Tomorrow begins the annual Week
ofPrayer for Christian Unity. Since unity

which our Lord wills for all his disciples

is ultimately God's gift, I encourage

everyone to join fervently in imploring

this great grace. The closer we draw to

Christ and the more we are converted by

his truth and love, the closer we will draw

to one another.

In many coxmtries the Week ofPrayer

for Christian Unity is also preceded by a

Day ofReflection between Christians and

Jews, in order to build greater respect,

friendship and cooperation between our

two communities.

The theme of this year's Week of

Prayer for Christian Unity — "He even

makes the deaf to hear and the dumb
to speak" — is inspired by St. Mark's

account of Jesus' healing a man who was

deaf and mute (cf. Mk 7:37).

Through baptism, all Christians

have been freed from spiritual deafness,

enabled to hear God's word and charged

to bear witness to it in word and deed, by

the exercise ofChristian charity. May our

common prayers and our efforts to live

fiilly the grace of our baptism hasten the

day when all Christ's followers will live

in perfect communion.
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Sacred Heart's mission is to serve diverse Catholic community

Photo by George (

Although small in size, Sacred Heart Mission in Wadesboro has preserved the devoted spirit of its earliest

parishioners, which continues to inspire today's parish.

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST ©F IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 8-18. 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass
celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sioncJ, fuUtime tour escort to tiandle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Hjfthffotiits include:

spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross reUc

Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

Beautiful Glendalough - 6"' century monastic site of St. Kevin

Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of KeUs,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'Connell Street, shopping — PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2,899)

includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

This is a diocesan-sponsored pilgrimage. For a brochure with complete details, call

Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost Tours at (800) 713-9800.

WADESBORO — Sacred Heart

Mission celebrated its 50th anniversary

in September 1997, a half-century after a

handftil ofAnson County Catholics— a

devout mother of four and her daughters

among them— laid the foundation for a

tightly knit community of faith.

The Home sisters— Mary Virginia,

Ann, Elizabeth and Sarah — were the

daughters of James Dudley and Sarah

Augusta Home. James, a Baptist, was
a businessman who owned a cotton

farm his daughters operated following

his death in 1950. Sarah was a Catholic

credited with sowing seeds of the faith

during the late 19th century in Anson
County.

While the Home's influence is still

felt today in the Catholic community, it

was Gen. Atlas J. Dargan, a prominent

lawyer who later represented Anson
County in both houses of the legislature,

who was perhaps the first Catholic in the

south-central Carolina coimty. He died

in 1883.

For decades,Anson County Catholics

traveled to Hamlet or Albemarle for

Mass. Occasionally, they gathered in

Wadesboro for liturgies. But during

World War 11, thousands of soldiers,:

—

Catholics included— came to the Anson
County region for military training. Mass
was celebrated in a local theater, and the

Home sisters saw the increased Catholic

population as an opportunity to have a

church building in their home county.

Bishop Vincent S. Waters ofRaleigh

agreed on the need for a new church, and

in 1946 constmction began. The bishop

dedicated the church, named in honor of

the Sacred Heart, in September 1947.

Meanwhile, plans for a church to the

west in Monroe were also being finalized,

and the new Our Lady of Lourdes
Church was dedicated by Bishop Waters

in 1948.

The Fathers of Mercy had been

ministering to Monroe and Wadesboro

Catholics for several years at the time

of the dedications. Benedictine monks
also had served the Wadesboro faithful.

Father Thomas Walsh, a diocesan priest,

was the first resident pastor of Sacred

Heart Mission.

In the mid-1950s, Elizabeth and

Mary Virginia Home built a church

hall in memory of their parents. The
building became a center for ministerial

and social events, and the Homes taught

catechism classes there.

Learn Rosary
Making

A Catholic Tradition

Contact us
for a f|

catalog

and
Introductory

offer!

LEWIS
& C. O M P ANY

Dedicated to Rosary Making!

rosaryparts.com

(800) 342 - 2400

Sacred Heart Mission
A mission of St. James Church, Hamlet

205 Rutherford St.

Wadesboro, N.C. 28170

(910) 582-8776

Vicariate: Albemarle

Pastor: Benedictine Abbot Patrick Shelton

Parochial Vicar: Benedictine Father David

Draim

Number of Households: 37

Benedictine Abbot Patrick Shefton

Although the Home sisters and a

small group of parishioners formed a

Catholic stronghold in Anson County

that exists to this day, the Catholic

population tapered in the years following

the church's dedication. The church

hall was virtually abandoned for

two decades.

The last surviving Home sister,

Sarah Divine Home Sutherland, died

in December 1994. Like her sisters,

Sutherland's estate continues to benefit

the Catholic Church in North Carolina.

With that same devoted spirit of the

Homes and the other charter parishioners

of Sacred Heart Mission, extensive

preparations were made for the 50th

anniversary of the church's dedication,

including remodeling and beautifying

projects throughout the church grounds.

The area's Catholic population is

again on the rise, and Madoiuia Hall,

the church center built by the Homes,
has been refurbished and is once again

used for parish functions. While a small

community, the Catholics of Anson
County are well-known for their work
with Crisis Ministry, participation in the

Wadesboro InterCity Church Council,

outreach to the Hispanic population and

annual food baskets to those in need at

Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter.

Abbot Patrick Shelton and Father

David Draim have served at Sacred Heart

since 1998 and expressed their gratitude

for the commitment of the parishioners

to their Catholic faith.

Abbot Shelton said that each time

the community gathers to celebrate the

Eucharist and the presider looks out

at the culturally and racially diverse

congregation, "it is impossible not to

think of the words for the Eucharistic

Prayer for Reconciliation II, where we
express our faith that one day God the

Father will 'gather people of every race,

language, and way of life to share in the

one eternal banquet with Jesus Christ

the Lord.'"

"The Sunday Eucharist at Sacred

Heart is a foretaste of heaven," Abbot

Shelton said.

Contributing to this story was Stafi

Writer Karen A. Evans.

II
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Roman Catholic Diocese

of Charlotte In Memoriam

Priests remembered for

years of service in

Diocese of Charlotte

Established Jan. 12, 1972

by Pope Paul VI
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IThemost

precious gift

Husband converts to

Catholicism on 60th

wedding anniversary

BY KATHLEEN HEALY
SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE
— The woman in Proverbs 3

1

sets an ideal for wives: "When
ece finds a worthy wife, her

value is far beyond pearls. Her
husband, entrusting his heart to

her, has an unfailing prize. She

brings him good, and not evil,

all the days of her life."

On Oct. 16, 1943, when
Victoria Kolodziejczwk
married Clarence Sleeman in

Bellefonte, Pa., she began a

life that would exemplify those

characteristics that bless a

husband and family with faith

and love that lasted 62 years.

"She spent her whole
life making sure her family

was treated well. Her main
objectives were making sure

See CONVERT, page 5
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Marching for life, calling for change

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Habing

Pro-life supporters cheer during tlie March for Life rally in Washington, D.C., Jan. 22.

Commenting on the

State of the Union
Catholic leaders respond to president's speech

CNS PHOTO BY LaRRT DOWNING, ReUTERS

U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney and U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.,

applaud as President George W. Bush delivers his State of the Union speech on

Capitol Hill in Washington Jan. 23.

BY NANCY FRAZIER
O'BRIEN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON —
The heads of two national

Catholic organizations took

some encouragement from the

priority placed on health care

in President George W. Bush's

Jan. 23 State of the Union
message but found little else to

cheer about.

"It is encouraging that

President Bush presented health
care as a domestic priority ...

especially given the urgency

of providing health care for

millions of people in the U.S.

who do not currently have any

kind of insurance coverage,"

said Sister Carol Keehan, a

Daughter of Charity who is

president and CEO of the

See UNION, page 6
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Culture Watch

New hook on Pope John Paul

II; documentary on nuns

I
PAGES 10-11

Perspectives

Kingdom of God; apologies

for war deaths

I PAGES 14-15

Culture of life means

changing hearts,

president tells March

for Life participants

BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — "A
true culture of life cannot be

built by changing laws alone.

We've all got to work to change

hearts," President George W.

Bush told tens of thousands of

participants in the 34th annual

March for Life Jan. 22.

Bush spoke by phone
at the beginning of a two-

hour rally on the National

Mall preceding the marchers'

slow, peaceful trek around the

Capitol to the steps of the U.S.

Supreme Court.

With temperatures
hovering right around freezing,

the marchers — including

Bishop Peter J. Jugis and

See MARCH, page 5

To ensure good

stewardship

Dioceses urged to

institute tighter controls

over parish finances

BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — A
national advisory Accounting

Practices Committee has urged

U.S. bishops to institute tighter

internal controls over finances

in the nation's 19,000 parishes.

Its recommendations

See FINANCES, page 8

Parish Profile

Our Lady of the

Assumption Church

I
PAGE 16



2 The Catholic News & Herald January 26, 2007

In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

FIRST LADY PRAISE
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CNS PHOTO BY Frank J. Methe, Clarion Herald

First lady Laura Bush accepts flowers from eighth-grader Katelyn Huff, student council president, at the

conclusion of Bush's Jan. 9 talk at St. Rosalie School in Harvey, La. Leading the applause to the right is

Salesian Father Jonathan Parks, pastor of St. Rosalie Church. The school had received a $20,000 grant

from the Laura Bush Foundation.

Laura Bush lauds 'vital role' of

Catholic schools after hurricane

HARVEY, La. (CNS) — Catholic

schools played a "vital role" in the Gulf

Coast's path to recovery after hurricanes

Katrina and JRjta, first lady Laura Bush

said on a visit to St. Rosalie Catholic

School in Harvey.

After her midmorning visit to

St. Rosalie, Bush had lunch at Cafe

Reconcile in New Orleans, a program

of the New Orleans archdiocesan

Catholic Charities.

Meeting students, teachers and parish

and archdiocesan personnel at St. Rosalie

Jan. 9, Bush said the school "reminds us

of the vital role Catholic schools have

played in helping children whose lives

were devastated by the hurricanes.

"Catholic schools worked as quickly

a possible *to re-enroll their students.

In September 2005, students from
archdiocesan schools were scattered

throughout 49 states. By November
2006, 98 percent were back attending the

school of their choice," she said.

She pointed out that "New Orleans

Catholic schools ... opened their doors

to thousands of public school students

displaced by the storm. In Metairie,

Archbishop Rummel Transition School

helped hundreds of families return by

taking students from any area school

that closed.

"Cathedral Academy welcomed the

children of first responders who lived on

mercy ships immediately after Katrina.

Archdiocesan representatives spent

three evenings aboard those mercy ships

registering students, and they asked for

no tuition," she said.

"Today," she continued, "1,500

public school students remain in Catholic

schools, their tuition paid entirely by

the archdiocese."

She quoted archdiocesan school

superintendent Father William Maestri:

"We don't educate children because

they are Catholic. We educate children

because we're Catholic."

St. Rosalie principal Mary Wenzel
said she learned just before Christmas

that the first lady wanted to visit

her school in January. The Harvey
elementary school had received a

$20,000 grant from the Laura Bush
Foundation to help rebuild its library,

but beyond that Wenzel said she had no

real idea why her school was chosen.

"But I know she felt that Catholic

schools were not getting enough publicity

for their part in recovery efforts, and she

wanted to highlight a Catholic school,"

Wenzel said.

The elementary school campus
sustained nearly $2 million in damage but

|

was back open by Oct. 3, 2005. Repairs

to the middle-school campus are just

getting under way and are expected to be

completed in early June, in preparation

for its August reopening.

Middle-school students, meanwhile,

have been attending classes on the

Archbishop Shaw High School campus.

Before leaving St. Rosalie, Bush said

she was going to Cafe Reconcile for lunch

because it is a place where at-risk youths

"receive on-the-job training for a host of

restaurant jobs — fi-om waiting tables to

serving as station chefs or line cooks."

Budget choices must reflect needs of

:

poor, vulnerable, senators told
WASHINGTON (CNS)— Reminding

U.S. senators that their budgetary decisions

are "not only policy choices but moral

ones," two leaders ofthe U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops urged that the continuing

appropriations for fiscal year 2007 pay

greater attention to "the essential needs of

the poor and vulnerable."

Bishops Thomas G. Wenski of

Orlando, Fla., and Nicholas DiMarzio of

Brooklyn, N.Y., said in a Jan. 17joint letter

to senators that "the fimdamental moral

measure of our nation's spending policy

is whether it enhances or undermines

those most in need."

The two bishops chair the USCCB
international policy and domestic policy

committees, respectively.

"Providing an adequate safety net

for poor and vulnerable families at

home and abroad and promoting human
development in poor countries are both

fundamental obligations of a responsible

society," the bishops said.
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CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

HUNTERSVILLE — A free "Lunch and
Learn" program for seniors will be held at St.

Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd., Feb.

14, 11:30 a.m.-l p.m. Nancy Ennis, a certified

diabetes educator from Presbyterian Hospital,

will share information about diabetes and

answer questions. Blood glucose screenings

will be offered by registered nurses prior to the

lunch and educational program. Reservations

are required to join us for lunch. For more

information, call Nancy Bunton at (704)

394-5521. Registration deadline is Feb. 7.

CHARLOTTE — Janice Olive of Hospice at

Charlotte will present "Dealing with Loss in the

Years that Follow" Feb. 15, 7-8:30 p.m. in the

ministry building of St. Gabriel Church, 3016

Providence Rd. The goal of grief is not to forget,

but to be able to remember the good and the bad

times with less pain. We become reconciled to

grief in the years that follow a loss, learning to

live a very different life. The one-year mark is

not a magic number, but there is hope that it gets

better. For more information, call the church

office at (704) 364-5431.

CHARLOTTE— An eight-week study of Pope

John Paul II's teaching on sex and marriage.

Theology oftheBody: The Church's Teaching on

Sex and Marriage, will be presented Tuesdays

through Feb. 27. Classes will meet 7-9 p.m. in

theAnnex at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St. A
one-hour film presentation by Christopher West

will be follo\yed by discussion. Pre-registration

is required by calling (803) 548-3356.

CHARLOTTE — Sign-ups for Why Catholic?

will be offered at St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., at all Masses

"These must not be neglected as

Congress addresses essential priorities

like homeland security and the defense of,

our nation, which can only be enhanced

by wise investments to protect lives and

reduce poverty and deprivation at home,
|]ttoi

and abroad," they added. .
|

Specifically, the USCCB leaders askei'

that the senators not reduce tunding in ths;

continuing resolution for fiscal 2007 in

three areas: efforts to combat HTV/AIDS,

malaria and tuberculosis in poor countries;

two domestic housing programs; and
support for refugees and others fleeing

persecution in their home countries.

"These are diflficult times with few

easy choices, but there are some right

choices,". the bishops said in their letter.

"In a time of war, mounting deficits and

growing needs, our nation's leaders must

ensure that there are adequate resources to

protect and enhance the lives and dignity

of people who are poor and vulnerable

both here at home and around the world.
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Jan. 27-28. Why Catholic? consists of small

groups meeting in homes to pray and discuss the

Scriptures, the Catholic catechism and how our

Catholic faith affects our everyday lives. For more
information, call (704) 543-7677 ext. 1056.

CHARLOTTE

—

SteveRay, former fiindamentalist

and evangelical Protestant who converted to

Catholicism, will speak at St. Vincent de Paul

Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd., Feb. 2 and 3 at

7:30 p.m. Steve is an author, producer and

international speaker who is a frequent guest on

EWTN and Catholic Answers Live. Please contact

renee@catholicscripturestudy.com to RSVP or

call at (866) 887-2774 for more information.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT— Queen ofthe Apostles Church, 503

N. Main St., will host a free screening of Kilowatt

Ours Feb. 13 at 7:30 p.m. The documentary

film addresses the topics of our responsibilities

to God's creation and the reversal of climate

change. For more information on the film, visit

www.kilowattours.org. For directions to the

church and for other information, e-mail Dennis

Teall-Fleming at teallfleming@yahoo.com or

call (704) 825-9600, ext. 26.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

HIGH POfNT — Chris Skinner, a nationally

known speaker whose life was changed forever

after a near-fatal car accident several years ago,

will share the lessons he learned and give his

message of hope and determination at Immaculate

Heart of Mary Church, 4145 Johnson St., Jan.

28 at 7 p.m. This program is for parents and

youths grades 6-12. For more information, visit

www.chrisskinner.org or call Terry Aiken at

(336) 869-7739.

HIGH POFNT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 4145 Johnson St., will have an Open
House Jan. 31, for anyone who have questions

about the Catholic faith or to any "former"
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FROM THE VATICAN
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ome's mayor backs off plans to

rename train station after late pope

Vatican says Chinese church growing;

pope to write Chinese Catholics

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
i/atican newspaper criticized Rome's
nayor for backing off plans to rename

iie city's main train station after Pope

fohn Paul II.

In late December, Mayor Walter

Veltroni joined Cardinal Camillo Ruini,

die papal vicar ofRome, for the unveiling

3f two stone markers dedicating Termini

Station to Pope John Paul.

But after complaints from leftist

political parties and a threatened sit-in,

I
Veltroni issued a clarification, saying the

station would not change its name.

The Vatican newspaper,
L'Osservatore Romano, cried foul. In an

article Jan. 21, it quoted Veltroni 's words

the day after the pope's death in April

2005. The mayor had proposed to "name
Termini Station for John Paul II," it said,

as a gesture recognizing the late pontiff

as a world traveler.

The Vatican newspaper said Veltroni

was now, in effect, "de-naming" the

Catholics. The program will include a brief

presentation on our Catholic inquiry classes,

inactive Catholic program and continuing adult

faith formation education. A tour ofthe church and

refreshments will follow. For more information,

please call Larry Kwan at (336) 688-1220.

GREENSBORO— The Men 's Bible Study Group
at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715 Horse Pen

Creek Rd., meets Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m. in the

Parish Life Center, room 4, beginning Feb. 6. The
group will discuss the Gospel of Luke. Bring your

own Bible. For more information, contact Gus
Magrinat at gmagrinat@pol.net or John Mahnfelt

at (336) 665-6450 orjmalmsie@aol.com.

GREENSBORO— St. Pius X Church and School,

2210 N. Ehn St., are sponsoring a series of

workshops for women called Wisdom of Women.
Sessions will be held on the first Thursday of

the month, 9:30-11 a.m. in the parish center. The
group will be facilitated by parishioner and life

Coach Lucy Wellmaker The purpose of the group

is to create a time and a space for women to better

connect with their inner wisdom and move forward

on their journey in life. For more information

or to register, call Lucy (336) 632-1940 or

e-mail coachw@lucywellmaker.com.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
SALISBURY — Elizabeth Ministry is a peer

ministry comprised of Sacred Heart Church
parishioners who have lost babies before or shortly

after birth. Confidential peer ministry, information

and spiritual materials are offered at no cost

or obligation to anyone who has experienced

miscarriage, stillbirth or the death of a newborn.

For details, call Renee Washington at (704)

637-0472 or Sharon Bulges at (704) 633-0591

.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY— A Charismatic Prayer Group meets

Fridays at 3:30 p.m. in the Glenmary House of

St. William Church, 765 Andrews Rd. Join us for

praise music, witaess, teaching, prayers and laying

on ofhands for those in need. For more details, call

Gery Dashner at (828) 494-2683.

Station after complaints that the change

would offend some passengers.

The markers inside the station refer

to "Termini Station— John Paul II." But

city officials now say the intention was

not to rename the facility.

Veltroni first announced the move as

a gesture of respect that would "crovm

the relationship of love between the city

and John Paul II."

But political parties on the left called

it an imperious decision and derided the

mayor — himself a former commimist
— for naming the station after a pope.

After Veltroni announced Termini

Station would remain Termini Station,

the Italian political federation Rose in the

Fist applauded the decision.

It said itwouldnow propose changing

the name of a smaller train station

near the Vatican, St. Peter Station, and

dedicating it instead to Ernesto Nathan,

Rome's Jewish mayor in the early

20th century.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Fraternity of St

Clare of the Secular Franciscan Order will

host an open house for new inquirers Jan.

30 at 7 p.m. at The Spirit of Assisi (below

Our Lady of Fatima Chapel), 211 W. 3rd St.

Secular Franciscans are a community of lay

Catholic men and women who seek to pattern

their lives after Jesus Christ in the spirit of

St. Francis of Assisi. For more information,

call Mary Ellen Humphrey at (336) 722-2293 or

e-mail donaldbh@aol.com.

KERNERSVILLE — The Catechism of the

Head and Heart religious education series

for adults will be held this fall in the library

at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School,

1725 NC Hwy 66 South. Tony O'Meara will

speak about "Signs along the Journey of Faith"

Feb. 8 at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call

Loretta Bedner at (336) 564-1040.

WINSTON-SALEM — Do you want to follow

the Catholic Church's teachingon contraception?

Learn Natural Family Planning with the Couple

to Couple League beginning Feb. 1 8 at St. Leo
the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave., 1:30-

3:30 p.m. Its philosophy is in full accord with

Catholic teaching and the method is healthy

and effective. Call Todd and Stephanie Brown
at (336) 765-2909 for more information about

classes or NFP-knowledgeable physicians.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@chariottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop PeterJ. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Jan. 28— 2:30 p.m.

Mass for Catholic Schools Week
St. Matthew Church, Chartotte

Feb. 9- 1:30 p.m.

Meeting with Cursilio Leadership

Pastoral Center, Chartotte

Feb. 18-11 a.m.

Diaconate Ordination of Tri Vinh Truong

St. Joseph Vietnamese Church, Charlotte

Feb. 27 -1:30 p.m.

Building Commission Meeting

Pastoral Center, Chartotte

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — At the

end of a two-day meeting to discuss

the status of the Catholic community
in mainland China and the problems it

faces, the Vatican announced that Pope

Benedict XVI would write a letter to the

country's Catholics.

Despite continuing instances of

persecution and pressure, the number of

Catholics in China is growing and the

vast majority of bishops and priests have

recognized the authority of the pope, said

the statement issued at the end of the Jan.

1 9-20 meeting chaired by Cardinal Tarcisio

Bertone, Vatican secretary of state.

"In the light of the troubled history

of the church in China and the main
events of the past few years, there was
an examination of the most serious and

urgent church problems, which need

adequate solutions related to the basic

principles of the divine constitution of

the church and of religious liberty," the

statement said.

The Vatican did not say when Pope
Benedict's letter to the Catholics of

China would be written or released.

After decades of harsh persecution

of Catholics who maintained their ties

to the Vatican and stringent efforts by

the government to exclude Vatican

influence over all areas of church life in

the country, the communist government

appeared to be relaxing its stance.

In 2005 several bishops were
ordained who were approved both by

the government-controlled Chinese
Catholic Patriotic Association and the

Vatican. However, in 2006 the patriotic

association moved forward with the

ordinations of three bishops without

Vatican consent.

The Jan. 20 Vatican statement said

Pope Benedict called the meeting to

deepen the Vatican's knowledge of the

situation ofthe Catholic Church in China,

inviting bishops from Hong Kong, Macau
and Taiwan and "those who, for the Holy
See, follow the Chinese question most

closely."

The Vatican describedthe discussions

as "broad and detailed" and marked by

frankness on the part of the participants.

Despite restrictions, the statement

said, the Catholic Church in China has

shown a surprising nvmierical growth and

its members are "called to be witnesses

of Christ, to look forward with hope"

and to offer Gospel-based values to the

rapidly changing Chinese society.

A chilly Epiphany

Orthodox priests offer prayers during an Epiphany ceremony at the Ishim River in Astana, Kazakhstan,

Jan. 1 9. Orthodox Christians abiding by the Julian calendar celebrate Epiphany 1 3 days later than most

Western churches.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2007

THIS YEAR THEMED "THE GOOD NEWS IN EDUCATION," CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

RUNS JAN. 28-FEB. 3, WITH NATIONAL APPRECIATION DAY FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

JAN. 31. CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK IS A JOINT PROJECT BETWEEN THE NATK)NAL

CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION AND THE U.S. CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC

BISHOPS.

THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD WELCOMES SUBMITTED PHOTOS AND ARTICLES

FROM CSW-REUTED EVENTS. LOOK FOR COVERAGE IN THE FEB. 9 ISSUE.
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Dioceses urged

tighter controls

parish finances

to institute

over

FINANCES, from page 1

included establishing clear diocesan

policies about conflict of interest,

protection ofwhistle-blowers and a fraud

policy that would include prosecution in

all cases.

It also called for each diocese to

require every parish to submit an annual

report to the bishop on the names and

professional titles of the members of the

parish finance council, dates the council

met, when it approved the parish budget

and what budget information was given

to parishioners and when.

The report should include a copy

of the parish's published financial

statement, it said.

The committee, a lay group of

certified public accountants convened to

advise the U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops, met in Washington Jan. 11-12.

Its recommendations were released by
the USCCB the following week.

The committee is chaired by Bill

Weldon, chief financial officer of the

Diocese of Charlotte.

Roles and responsibilities

Just two days before the committee

met, a recently retired pastor in the

Diocese of Richmond, Va., was arrested

on charges of embezzling at least

$600,000 from two parishes where he

had been pastor. Within a few days the

estimate of how much was missing rose

to more than $ 1 million.

Last October two former pastors

of a parish in Delray Beach, Fla., were

accused of having misused more than

$6 million from weekend collections

and other parish fimds over a period of

several decades.

In December two researchers at

Villanova University in Pennsylvania

reported that four out of five diocesan

finance officers who answered a national

survey said they had experienced at least

one case of embezzlement of parish

funds within the past five years.

The committee of CPAs
recommended that all dioceses require

an annual statement signed by the pastor

and members of the finance council

certifying that they have met, developed

and discussed the financial statements

and budget of the parish.

It also recommended that every

diocese provide "thorough diocesan

training" to parish finance council

members regarding their roles and
responsibilities.

Each parish should be required to

"complete an annual internal control

questiormaire" with appropriate review

and follow-up at the diocesan level.

The committee said that "many
dioceses already have very good policies

in place," and its recommendations
should be seen as encouragement to

enhance those policies or redouble efforts

to see that they are enforced.

It added that its recommendations

should be seen as complementary to

the work currently being done by the

Diocesan Fiscal Management Conference
on internal audits of parishes.

For the longer term the committee

recommended development of a parish

best-practices manual, similar to the

"Diocesan Financial Issues" document

that has been developed for dioceses. It

also recommended integrating financial

training into the seminary curriculum so

that future priests will be better prepared

to handle parish finances.

Reasonable, helpful ideas

Bishop Dennis M. Schnurr ofDuluth,

USCCB treasurer, called the committee's

recommendations "reasonable and
helpfiil" and said he would implement

them in his diocese.

He said he did not concur, however,

with the recommendation of financial

fraining in the seminary.

"Seminary days are jampacked
enough, and I am not certain that finances

should be added to the schedule," he said

in a statement Jan. 18.

"Finance is an area ofparish ministry

that is wide open for participation of

the laity. Members of the laity who
have expertise and experience with

administration and finance should be

invited and encouraged to consider a

stewardship of their talents," he said.

The message to seminarians,

he added, should be that "as parish

leaders they are to recognize, call forth

and coordinate the talents that God
has entrusted to a particular parish

community."

TheAccounting Practices Committee

includes nine CPAs affiliated with

dioceses, fourrepresentingthe Leadership

Conference ofWomen Religious and the

Conference of Major Superiors of Men,
and four CPA advisers from large public

accounting firms.

Weldon was appointed to the

Accounting Practices Committee
Nov. 1 , 2006, for a three-year term, with

a possible second term.
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Husband joins church on

60th wedding anniversary

convert; from page 1

her husband and children were taken care

of," said Clarence Sleeman.

A dedicated wife, mother and
homemaker, Vicki Sleeman also lived

her life as a devoted Catholic, a faith

Clarence did not share.

On Oct. 17, 2003, the Sleemans

renewed their vows at Immaculate

Conception Church in Hendersonville.

While their 60th anniversary was enough

cause to celebrate, Clarence wanted to do

something extraordinary and particularly

meaningful for the woman who had been

his wife and mother oftheir two children,

Carol and Robert.

Prior to the blessing oftheir marriage.

Capuchin Father John Aurelia, pastor,

surprised Vicki Sleeman with a gift

from her husband when he was formally

received into the Catholic Church
through the sacraments of baptism

and confirmation.

For the first time in their long and

"She had taught him
quietly all those years

and he already knew
more about the faith

than most."

— Sandy Donecho

loving marriage, Clarence Sleeman
was able to receive the Eucharist with

his wife.

"She had taught him quietly all

those years and he already knew more

about the faith than most," said Sandy

Donecho, parish faith formation director

who helped Clarence Sleeman prepare to

receive the sacraments.

"Through teaching Clarence I learned

a lot about Vicki and how strong her faith

was," she said.

"I think she (Vicki) was surprised

Photo by Kathleen Healy Schmieder

Clarence Sleeman, a parishioner of Immaculate

Conception Church in Hendersonville, converted

to Catholicism on his 60th wedding anniversary

in 2003.

and pleased. She cried when she

told our neighbor about it," recalled

Clarence Sleeman.

"She was such a devout Catholic and

when we moved to Hendersonville (in

1984), I started to go to church with her.

She always sat in the same place, with

some nice fiiends," he said.

"She was so devout I almost felt an

obligation to convert," he added.

As a member of the Ladies Guild,

Vicki Sleeman volunteered tirelessly

and "wouldn't get rid of anything until

they held the Ladies Guild sale," said

Clarence Sleeman.

Through his wife's example of living

a faith-filled life, Clarence Sleeman grew

to love the church as well. On a trip to

Poland, they attended Mass at a church

where Pope John Paul II had served as

a priest.

"Both Vicki 's parents were bom near

Krakow. I admired Pope John Paul so

much," said Clarence Sleeman.

On March 3, 2006, Vicki Sleeman

died after a brief illness, leaving

behind her husband of 62 years and

a legacy of faith and service that

continues to live through a recently-

established scholarship program for

Immaculata School.

"She was so interested in Immaculata

School, I decided to do the endowment in

her name," said Clarence Sleeman.

"The Victoria Sleeman Endowment
Fund will provide children with the

opportunity for a Catholic school

education," he said.

Through her dedication, Vicki

Sleeman brought her husband into the

faith, and the endowment in her name
will continue to bring children into

the faith.

"She never pressured me at all. (Her

faith) was just so much a part of her,"

said Clarence Sleeman.

Fittingly, she will fulfill the promise

of Proverbs 3 1 :3 1 : "Give her a reward of

her labors, and let her works praise her at

the city gates."

OFFICE PRODUCTS
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Catholic leaders respond

to president's speech

UNION, from page 1

Catholic Health Association.

"At the same time, CHAis disappointed

that the president's plan falls short of

significant coverage expansion and oftruly

addressing the weaknesses of our health

system," she added in a statement.

Father Larry Snyder, president of

Catholic Charities USA, called the lack

of access to affordable health care "a

huge barrier to low-income families

trying to lift themselves out of poverty."

"Catholic Charities USA is

encouraged by the president's

acknowledgment of the health care crisis

that leaves many individuals uninsured,"

he said in a statement. "We look forward

to learning more about the president's

proposal in the days ahead."

In his 49-minute speech. Bush also

discussed the war in Iraq, immigration,

spending reforms, assistance to fight

HIV/AIDS and malaria abroad, education

and a plan to reduce U.S. gasoline usage

by 20 percent in 10 years.

Carefor all

On health care, the presidentproposed

changes in the tax code to give all

Americans the same tax breaks on health

insurance, as well as greater assistance to

states that cover their citizens who carmot

afford insurance or who have persistently

high medical expenses.

Sister Keehan said the president's

plan "would do little to expand coverage

to low- and middle-income families who
carmot afford monthly premiums or wait

for an end-of-the-year deduction to help

finance their health care."

She also decried Bush's failure to

mention the State Children's Health

Insurance Program and said he missed

"a rare and ideal opportunity to put his

leadership where the rest of the nation

is — behind a health care system that

works for everyone, starting with those

who are yoimg and least able to provide

for themselves."

"Perhaps never before in our nation's

history has the public been so unanimous
— and vocal— about making health care a

top domestic priority," Sister Keehan said.

"The president's plan does not respond

appropriately to the nation's insistence on

a system that leaves no one behind."

Other issues

Bush said the war in Iraq "is more
than a clash of arms — it is a decisive

ideological struggle, and the security of

our nation is in the balance."

"IfAmerican forces step back before

Baghdad is secure, the Iraqi government

would be overrun by extremists on all

sides," he said. "A contagion ofviolence

could spill out across the country— and

in time the entire region could be drawn
into the conflict."

I
^^^^ Featuring these great Catholic Speakers
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CNS PHOTO BY Urry Downing, Reuters

U.S. President George Wi Bush greets House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., as he arrives to deliver his annual

State of the Union speech to a joint session of Congress at the US. Capitol in Washington Jan. 23.

Although the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops had no immediate

comment on the president's talk, the U.S.

bishops have called for steps toward a

responsible transition in Iraq and have cited

"our nation's moral responsibility to help

Iraqis to live with security and dignity in

the aftermath ofU.S. military action."

On immigration. Bush asked
Congress to "have a serious, civil and

conclusive debate so that you can

pass, and I can sign, comprehensive

inmiigration reform into law."

"We need to resolve the status of

the illegal immigrants who are abeady

in our country— without animosity and

without anmesty," the president said.

But Father Snyder said Catholic

Charities "strongly supports a broad

immigration bill ... that provides a

path to lawful permanent residence

and citizenship for the 11 million to 12

million undocumented persons in the

United States" and that "creates greater

legal avenues for necessary workers to

enter the United States in the future ... and

improves the economic prospects, health,

labor protections and stability of all U.S.

residents, including newcomers."

The Catholic Charities president

praised initiatives to fight hunger,

poverty and disease abroad, such as the

President's Emergency Plan for AIDS
Relief, known as PEPFAR, and Bush's

anti-malaria fiinding.

"We believe the same level of

dedication and effort should be focused

on addressing serious issues of poverty

and hunger here in the United States,"

Father Snyder said.
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Atonement Father Pius Keating

passes away at 90
GARRISON, N.Y. — Atonement

Father Pius Keating, a priest who had

served in the Diocese of Charlotte, died

in Carefree, Ariz., Jan. 17. He was 90.

Father Keating was born James
F. Keating in Plymouth, Pa., where he

attended public schools until entering

the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement

at Graymoor in 1937. He graduated from

Catholic University in Washington, D.C.

with a bachelor's degree in philosophy

and from St. Francis Seminary in Loretto,

Pa., with a master's degree in theology.

He was ordained to the priesthood

in 1946 and was assigned to Christ the

King Church in High Point, first as

assistant pastor, then as pastor. He served

as chaplain at the U.S. Public Health

Hospital in Staten Island, N.Y. from 1948

to 1951 when he began a 20-year career

in the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps.

Father Keating served as a chaplain

in numerous assigimients, both in the

Pacific Theater and in the United States.

He was regimental chaplain of the 11th

Marine Regiment at Camp Pendleton,

Calif.; served for two years in the combat

zone of the Korean conflict; and was
chaplain at the Naval Training Center in

Bainbridge, Md.
Following his retirement from

the Navy as a commander, he served

IN MEMORIAM
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Atonement Father Pius Keating

two years as chaplain at the Veterans

Administration Hospital in Palo Alto,

Calif., and then 20 years as pastor of St.

Margaret Mary Church in Swannanoa.

In 1994 he was made pastor of St.

John the Baptist Church in Tryon. In

2006 he retired to Arizona.

Father Keating is survived by a

sister, Helen Watts ofNew Port Richey,

Fla.; and his nephew. Gene Keating and

his wife, Joyce, of Scottsdale, Ariz.

A Mass of Christian burial was
celebrated at St. Stephen Church in

Plymouth, Pa., Jan. 22. At Father

Keating's request, interment wiU follow

in Plymouth with his parents.

The Franciscan Friars of the

Atonement is a religious order of
brothers and priests foimded in 1898 by
Father Paul Wattson.

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
ofFebruary:

Rev. Edward Beatty 1990

Bishop Michael J. Begley 2002

Rev. Lawrence Hill 1985

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
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Benedictine Father David Draim, parochial vicar, and Benedictine Abbot Patrick Shelton, pastor, take part

in a parish Seder dinner at St. lames the Greater Church in Hamlet in this April 6, 2004 photograph, Abbot

Shelton and Father Draim were killed in an automobile accident in Scotland County Jan. 23.

Two Catholic priests killed

in automobile accident

Priests served in Diocese of Charlotte since 1 998,

fostered multicutural ministries

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

SCOTLAND COUNTY — The
Diocese of Charlotte lost two of its

faithful servants this week.

Benedictine Abbot Patrick Shelton

and Benedictine Father David Draim died

from injuries sustained in an automobile

accident Jan. 23.

Abbot Shelton, pastor, and Father

Draim, parochial vicar, began their

pastoral service to the Diocese of

Charlotte m July 1998 at St. James the

Greater Church in Hamlet and Sacred

Heart Mission in Wadesboro.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis celebrated

Mass for the families ofthe two churches

Jan. 24 at St. James the Greater Church.

Abbot Shelton

Abbot Shelton was born in

Youngstown, Ohio, July 26, 1929. He
was ordained a priest of the Order of

St. Benedict Feb. 8, 1975. He served as

abbot of St. Leo Abbey in St. Petersburg,

Florida from 1985 until 1996.

Before he joined the Benedictine

order, he ovraed a small grocery store in

Niles, Ohio.

In April 2004, Abbot Shelton was
honored for his work in prison ministry

at Morrison Correctional Institute in

Hofl&nan, N.C.

At the time, Greg Parsons, assistant

superintendent of programs at the

prison, described the abbot as an "angel

deUvered to us" and praised him for his

great sense ofhumor.

Abbot Shelton studied Spanish to

communicate with Hispanic iimiates.

"He has worked very hard at learning

enough Spanish so that he could provide

the prisoners with a Mass in Spanish

on a weekly basis," said Father Draim
in 2004. "He has had as many as 29

prisoners at Mass and has a very good
reputation at the prison, where people

enjoy his jokes and personality."

In the Jan. 19 issue of The Catholic

News and Herald, Abbot Shelton said

that each time the parishioners of Sacred

Heart Mission gathered to celebrate the

Eucharist, "it is impossible not to think

of the words for the Eucharistic Prayer

for Reconciliation II, where we express

our faith that one day God the Father will

'gather people of every race, language,

and way of life to share in the one eternal

banquet with Jesus Christ the Lord.'"

"The Sunday Eucharist at Sacred

Heart is a foretaste of heaven," Abbot

Shelton said.

Father Draim

Father Draim was bom in Vincennes,

Ind., April 8, 1943. He was ordained a

priest of the Order of St. Benedict June

23, 1973.

Father Draim was a presenter for

the Christian Foundation for Children

and Aging, a lay Catholic organization

committed to creating relationships

between sponsors in the United States

and children and aging persons in 25

developing nations around the world.

In their ministry in Pennsylvania,

South Carolina and Florida, Abbot
Shelton and Father Draim enjoyed

fostering healthy relationships among the

multicultural and interfaith communities.

Given the large Hispanic and African-

American populations in this area,

the priests saw a real opportunity for

evangelization here as well.

"Our concept is the church has

something to offer to the multicultural

community," said Father Draim in

2001, when the two priests received

a grant from the Foundation for the

Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte

to evangelize to the local Hispanic and

African-American populations.

At press time, funeral arrangements

forAbbot Shelton and Father Draim were

incomplete.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis will celebrate

Masses at the parish and mission this

weekend, assisted by Father Christopher

Roux, priest secretary to the bishop.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.
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Thousands participate in

annual March for Life
MARCH, from page 1

people from the Diocese of Charlotte

— packed several square blocks of the

Mall and overflowed onto side streets.

"The March for Life is a highly

visible statement to the nation, and
particularly our nation's leaders, that all

human life is to be valued and protected,"

said Joseph Purello, director of Catholic

Social Services' Office of Justice and

Peace in the Diocese of Charlotte, who
participated in the march.

"In spite of the cold, the ice and

the long treks that many made to get to

Washington, D.C., so many people from

various faiths and ethnic backgrounds

joined together to proclaim the dignity of

human life," he said. "It was wonderfiil to

see Catholics from both dioceses ofNorth

Carolina present in such large numbers."

Terrence Scanlon, vice president

for the March for Life, told CNS Jan.

24 that he estimated the crowd at more

than 100,000. He said marchers stretched

from the speakers' stage dovra the Mall

about the length of four city blocks and

spilled onto several streets.

The U.S. Park Police and the

Metropolitan Police Department of the

District of Columbia have not provided

crowd estimates for such events for

several years.

"Making the pilgrimage to

Washington is both exhausting and

exhilarating for many," said Maggi
Nadol, director of Catholic Social

Services' Respect Life Office in the

Diocese of Charlotte, who participated

in the march.

"It helps to shore up our resolve to

join with so many who share in the belief

of the sanctity of life," she said.

Among featured speakers was
U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, a Kansas

Republican.

"We need a culture of life that

respects all life ... from conception

to natural death," said Brownback, a

Catholic. "The unborn person is unique,

is sacred, is beautiful" and he or she

"deserves protection."

On the morning of the march, a

group from Bishop McGuinness Catholic

High School in Kemersville were among
the 20,000 Catholic teens and young
adults at a youth rally and Mass at the

Verizon Center, Washington's largest

sports arena.

The 29 Bishop McGuinness students,

two faculty members and four parent

chaperones then took part in the march.

"The coolest part for me was when

we all prayed the rosary while marching,"

said sophomore Patrick Preudhomme.

"I am very proud of this group of

amazing young people who made a

choice to proclaim their faith and speak

out and stand up for life," said Anton

Vorozhko, assistant campus minister at

Bishop McGuiimess.

"It is not an easy choice to make,

especially in the culture that we live in

today; yet, that is exactly what we are

called to do," he said.

Among the more than 20 Catholic

bishops at the Mall rally were Bishop

Jugis, Bishop Michael J. Burbidge of

Raleigh and Cardinals Justin Rigali

of Philadelphia and Sean P. O'Malley

of Boston. Bishop Jugis also was the

homilist for a morning Mass at the

Basilica of the National Shrine of the

Immaculate Conception.

The theme of this year's march was
"Thou shalt protect the equal right to

life of each innocent human in existence

at fertilization. No exception! No
compromise!"

Nellie Gray, who has led the March
for Life since its inception in 1974, said

she warned abortion advocates back then

that they were on a "slippery slope" that

would also lead to euthanasia.

Among people she introduced on

the stage were Bobby Schindler and
Suzaime Schindler Vitadamo, the brother

and sister of Terri Schindler Schiavo,

the Florida woman who two years ago

died after her life support was removed

by court order at her husband's request,

despite efforts by her parents and siblings

to keep her alive.

Gray summarized the purpose of

the march: "We're not here to reduce

abortion, we're here to stop it."

"Feminist abortionists, listen up,"

she said. "You may not kill irmocent

human beings in my name."

Standing behind the speakers for

most of the rally were more than 20

women with signs reading, "I regret my
abortion." The sign held by the one man in

the group said, "I regret lost fatherhood."

Holding one of those signs was
Andrea Hines, co-regional coordinator

in Charlotte for the Silent No More
Awareness Campaign, which seeks to

expose and heal the secrecy and silence

surrounding abortion.

"We all received hundreds of

blessings, hugs and thank yous from our

fellow marchers for being there. People

told us that they see us as the hope and

turning point in the pro-life movement,"

said Hines.

Carl Anderson, supreme knight of

the Knights of Columbus — which in

1954 led a successfiil campaign to get

CouRTBY Photo by Maggi Naool

A group from St. Barnabas Church in Arden takes part in the annual March for Life Jan. 22.

"imder God" inserted into the Pledge of

Allegiance — led the rally in reciting

the pledge. As the people recited "with

liberty and justice for all," he added a

three-word phrase, "bom and unborn."

"Marching with all those Catholics

made ine confident that something would

finally be done (about abortion)," said

Kevin Roeten, a parishioner ofSt. Barnabas

Church in Arden. "Change will happen,

and Roe v. Wade will be overturned. The
real fight will be when all the states vote on

the legalization ofabortion."

Rep. Mike Pence, R-Ind., said the

large numbers of young people at the

rally signaled the growth of opposition

to abortion among younger Americans.

Despite the best efforts of abortion

advocates, he said, "they're hearing it's

not a choice, it's a baby."

Rep. Steve Chabot, R-Ohio, noted

that the U.S. Supreme Court is currently

considering the constitutionality of the

federal Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act.

Citing the changes in the makeup of the

high court over the past two years, he

said, "I'm cautiously optimistic that they

will uphold that law."

At a press conference before the

march, leaders of the National Right to

Life Committee called the high court's

1973 abortion decisions a contradiction

of the Declaration of Independence's

pronoimcement that life is among the

unalienable, God-given rights which
governments must protect.

Contributing to this story was Editor

Kevin E. Murray and Paul Haring.
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Canadian Rockies Tour

Offers 'Cool' Vacation
Join other Roman Catholics, and your chaplain.

Father Walter Grabowski, for the most "heavenly" sightseeing

in the most pristine and beautiful countryside in North America.

There's more than just the Canadian Rockies on this popular Your Man Tours vacation. You'll

spend a week in the Canadian Rockies and another week across the border in the American

Northwest. First fly into Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for a scenic three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta.

En route you'll visit Fargo and Bismarck, North Dakota; then north to Saskatchewan where you'll

visit the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Academy. Your time in the Canadian Rockies will include

daily sight-seeing. Highlights include Lake Louise; Banff National Park; Hoodoos; Bow Falls and

Cascade Gardens; a SnoCoach ride over the Columbia Ice Fields; Canmore, Alberta; Kananaskis

Country; Waterton Lakes National Park and morel Back in the U.S. you'll visit Helena and Billings

Montana; Custer's battlefield at the Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; Wild Bill Hickock

and Calamity Jane's Deadwood; Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial; legendary

Badlands National Park and more! We'll handle your luggage; include 13 nights hotel

accommodations, motor-coach transportation, and take you on some of the most beautiful sight-

seeing with unsurpassed scenery in North America. Prices start at only $1148 per person, double

occupancy including taxes. Add $550 for round-trip airfare from Charlotte. This will be Father

Walter's fourth trip as a Your Man Tours' Catholic Chaplain. He is pastor of Immaculate

Conception Roman Catholic Church in Eden, New York.
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Father Grabowsiti with his phone number, call 7 days a week:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-736-7300
America's First Choice for travel since 1967!
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'It gets you psyched up for the march. It gets you excited.'

Waves and

conga lines

Youths get

energized for

pro-life march
BY AGOSTINO BONO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — For youthful

demonstrators during Jan. 22 pro-life

events in Washington, coming in from

the cold meant joining a conga line,

doing "the wave" cheers and singing at

the top of their lungs.

The youths gathered for a musical

rally at Constitution Hall close to the

White House and near the staging

area for the March for Life. The rally

preceded a Mass for youths, also in

Constitution Hall.

What does snaking through
the aisles at 9 a.m. have do with

stopping abortions?

"It gets everyone hyped up for

the day. It's going to be cold outside

today," said Andrew Hanley, 17, of

North Huntingdon, Pa., as temperatures

hovered around the freezing mark
outside in the hours before the March for

Life protesting legalized abortion.

Students from Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School

in Washington, D.C. Ian. 22.

"It gets you psyched up for the

march. It gets you excited," said Paige

Kowatch, 16, of Pewamo, Mich., who
was with a group of 51 people who
had arrived the day before after a

Courtesy Photo

in Kernersville take part in the annual March for Life

12-hour bus ride.

For Ryan Leighton, 17, of St. Louis

the rally was also a reminder that "our

society is very music-oriented," she told

Catholic News Service.

Her friend, 16-year-old Savannah

Myers, said the rally "gets everybody

energized for the real purpose of being

here"— participation in the march.

Along with most of the 2,000 people

attending the morning musical Rally for

Life aimed at teenagers, the four youths

who spoke to CNS planned to join the

march to the U.S. Capitol later in the day.

The annual march is held on the

anniversary of the Supreme Court's Jan.

22, 1973, Roe v. Wade decision that

legalized abortion.

The Washington Archdiocese
sponsored the Constitution Hall event as

well as a bigger event for youths across

town at the Verizon Center, a downtown
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sports arena.

Hanley said that marching in

Washington is important "to show
legislators that a lot of people support

pro-life issues."

Myers said that "ifwe all cry out in

one voice it (abortion) will stop."

For many of the youthful
demonstrators, coming to Washington

was only one of the ways they have been

supporting pro-life issues.

Hanley, a senior at Greensburg
Central Catholic High School in the

Diocese of Greensburg, Pa., said that

his school encourages students to send

letters on the issues to their congressional

representatives.

Leighton and Myers, students at

the all-girls St. Elizabeth Academy, said

that the school encourages students to

develop projects to deal with abortion

and other pro-life issues such as helping

the elderly, addressing human rights,

focusing on capital punishment and
protecting the environment.

The academy is located in St. Louis

and run by the Sisters of the Most
Precious Blood of O'Fallon, Mo.

"We wrote letters to ourcongressmen

after attending last year's rally and we'll

do it again this year," said Leighton.

The teens had the opportunity to tune

up their voices and practice shouting in

unison at the morning rally.

Among the entertainers was armless

singer Tony Melendez, who plays the

guitar with his toes. First Melendez egged

on the audience to form conga lines.

When some ofthe more enthusiastic lines

snaked their way from the main floor

up the stairs and into the balcony area,

Melendez suggested the teens "slowly

walk your way back to your seats."

Melendez also encouraged "the

wave" cheer, where one section of a

crowd stands up and sits down as the next

section stand ups and sits down and so on.

His first effort produced a choppy wave,

as sections of his audience failed to rise.

"Look at your neighbors. Ifthey are

sleeping shake them," he said, before

organizing a more coordinated cheer.

As the Mass was about to start,

Patrick Smith, a singer and composer

of liturgical music, asked the youths "to

pledge to sing my guts out even if I don't

know the song."

The main celebrant of the Mass
was Philadelphia Cardinal Justin Rigali,

chairman ofthe U.S. bishops' Committee

on Pro-Life Activities.

In brief remarks at the start of the

Mass, Cardinal Rigali said that the Mass
was a method of spiritually preparing

youths for the March for Life.

"Jesus infuses his power in our

hearts," he said. "This gives us the power
to influence the world in the name of

human life."

Giving the homily was Father

Christopher Rogers, Philadelphia

archdiocesan vocations director.

Since the 1973 Supreme Court

decision, about one-third of the people

who should have been bom were not

because of abortion, he said.

"Our parents could get away with

our murder, but they chose something

else," he said.

"We survived because we were

wanted," he said.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Exploring 'A Life With Karol'

New book offers inside glimpse of
John Paul lis life in Poland, Rome

BYjOHNTHAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME—PopeJohnPaul II consulted

with top aides about possibly resigning in

2000 and set up a "specific procedure"

for papal resignation, says a new book by
the pope's former secretary.

The pope eventually decided that

it was God's will that he stay in office,

despite the illness that left him more
and more debilitated, wrote Cardinal

Stanislaw Dziwisz of Krakow, Poland,

the late pope's closest aide.

In the book, "A Life With Karol,"

Cardinal Dziwisz offers an inside glimpse

at key moments of Pope John Paul's life

in Poland and his 26-year pontificate.

The book was being published in Polish

and Italian in late January.

In his last will and testament, made
public after his death. Pope John Paul

strongly hinted that he had considered

resignation as he prepared to turn 80 in

the year 2000.

Cardinal Dziwisz said the pope, in

fact, decided at the time to consult on the

question with his closest aides, including

then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger.

The pope concluded that he would

remain in office, saying that God had

called him to the papacy and that "God
will call me back, in the form that he

wishes," -Cardinal Dziwisz wrote.

"At the same time, John Paul II

also established a specific procedure

for giving his resignation, in case he

would not have been able to carry out

his ministry as pope to the very end,"

Cardinal Dziwisz said.

"So, as one can see, he considered

this possibility," he said.

The book recounts other behind-the-

scenes moments, according to excerpts

provided by the Italian publisher, Rizzoli:

— On Sept. 11, 2001, shortly after

two planes crashed into the twin towers

in New York, the phone rang in the

pope's office in Castel Gandolfo outside

Rome.
"On the other end of the line was the

finghtened voice of Cardinal (Angelo)

Sodano, the secretary of state. We turned

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!...

'^How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Wsaste Time"

You have a busy schcduic and value your time Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment ttnie and keep you watting ail day for a plumber to show up. Now thcre'.s a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appoitttnient Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 coocom

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabamis counties

www.3wavplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: FEB. 4, 2007

the television on, and the pope was able

to see those dramatic images, the collapse

of the towers with so many poor victims

imprisoned inside."

The pope passed the rest of the

day going back and forth between the

television and the chapel to pray, he said.

"He was worried, strongly worried

that it wouldn't end there, and that the

attack could set off an endless spiral of

violence," Cardinal Dziwisz wrote.

— Recalling when the pope was
shot in 1981, Cardinal Dziwisz said he

was convinced his assailant, the Turkish

gunman Mehmet Ali Agca, was "sent

by someone who thought the pope was
dangerous."

He said it seemed logical to conclude,

at least as a hypothesis, that the Soviet

KGB was involved — an allegation

made later by Agca when he described a

supposed "Bulgarian connection" to the

shooting.

But Cardinal Dziwisz added: "In

fact, there was no belief in the 'Bulgarian

connection,' nor in the many other

reconstructions in circulation."

Likewise, he said, he gave no
credence to journalistic theories that the

disappearance of a Vatican City teenager,

Emmanuela Orlandi, was in any way
connected to the papal shooting.

— Toward the end of the book.

Cardinal Dziwisz described the pope's

final moments:

"It was 9:37 p.m. We had noticed that

the Holy Father had stopped breathing.

But only in that precise moment did

we see on the monitor that his great

heart, after continuing to beat for a few

moments, had stopped."

Someone, he said, blocked the

hands of the clock to mark the hour of

the pope's passing. Those around the

pope's bed began singing a "Te Deum" of

thanksgiving, not a requiem,

"We were crying. How could one not

cry! They were tears of both sadness and

joy. It was then that all the lights in the

house were turned on. ... And then, I can't

remember. It was as if it had suddenly

become dark. It was dark above me, and

it was dark inside of me," he said.

Feb. 4, Fifth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Isaiah 6: l-2a ,3-8

Psahn 138:1-5, 7-8

2) 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

3) Gospel: Luke 5:1-11

*Be not afraid' to

serve the Lord

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

"Do not be afraid" seems to be a

command or words of consolation that

we hear throughout our lives.

Onemorninglongago Iwaspreparing
an elegant tea party for my saintly black-

and-white terrier— a dog that is surely in

heaven after a lifetime of playing dress-

up and tea parties. I was about ready for

us to have our "tea" when I decided that

I'd had my fill of imaginary cookies.

On the silent march to procure the

real thing from the cookie jar, I heard

my parents disc\issing something called

"three in one" and that perhaps I needed

this new thing.

My dad broke the news to me. I

was going to get this new "medicine."

I shouldn't be afraid. Suspicion reigned.

We would have to go into town three

different times to get it.

The very fact that my dad was the

messenger in this scenario signaled

red alert.

Into the doctor's office we walked. I

again had been assured not to be afraid.

Why the nurse wanted to rub my arm
with alcohol was a mystery. I offered

my arm. Then just as I was distracted,

the nurse plunged a gigantic needle into

my arm.

My screams rocked the office. Lost

in my own suffering, I never would have

guessed that when my dad said there is

nothing to fear, he was speaking out of

his own fears for his only child.

We often hear a variation of the

words "Do not be afraid" from people

who love us or have our best interest at

heart. In Luke's Gospel, Jesus assures

Peter, James and John with these familiar

words after they bring in the most
astonishing catch of fish.

Jesus knows that when they lay down
their nets and follow him, their lives

never will be the same because becoming

fishers of men will become a rewarding

as well as a dangerous occupation. For

some it will mean prison or execution.

Ultimately, they, along with the

countless millions who will answer

Jesus' invitation, will be strengthened

by his words of counsel, "Do not

be afiaid."

Questions:

What emotions or memories arisei

in you when you hear the words "Dolf

not be afraid"? Name a recent time, or!

times, when your faith in God's promised'

reward helped dispel your fears so you

could serve the Lord.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 28-FEB. 3

Sunday (Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19, 1 Corinthians 12:31-

13:13, Lul<e 4:21-30; Monday, Hebrews 11:3240, Mark 5:1-20; Tuesday, Hebrews 12:14,

Mark 5:2143; Wednesday (St. John Bosco), Hebrews 12:4-7, 11-15, Mark 6:1-6; Thursday,

Hebrews 12:18-19, 21-24, Mari( 6:7-13; Friday (The Presentation of the Lord), Malachi 3:1-

4, Hebrews 2:14-18, Luke 2:2240; Saturday (St Blaise, St Ansgar), Hebrews 13:15-17,

20-21, Mari< 6:30-34.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 4-10

Sunday (Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 6:1-8, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Luke

5:1-11; Monday (St Agatha), Genesis 1:1-19, Mark 6:53-56; Tuesday (St Paul Miki &
Companions), Genesis 1:20-2:4, Mark 7:1-13; Wednesday, Genesis 2:4-9, 15-17, Mark 7:14-

23; Thursday, Genesis 2:18-25, Mark 7:24-30; Friday, Genesis 3:1-8, Mark 7:31-37; Saturday

(St Scholastica), Genesis 3:9-24, Mari< 8:1-10.

Eitiina and Spain Pflgriinage

I^. Patrick innsiowtpastor, St John the Baptist Church) and

ft. Hmotl^ Reid (parochial vicar, St Matthew Oiurch)

omlialfy invite jou tojoin tfacan on an 11-day qmitual

pi^jrimage to fatima and Spahi Nay 7-17, 2007.

Tour highlights Include Fatima,the famous nnedleval

pilgrimage city of Santiago de Compostela, Avila & Segovia (the homes

of St.Teresa and St John of the Cross),Toledo and Madrid. Price from

Charlotte: $2689 ($2589 before January 27,2007).

For moie infonnaljoii contact Pentecost IImiis at 1-800-713-9600.

(This is a privately-sponsored trip, not affiliated with the Diocese ofCharlotte.)
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Retired.
Not retiring.

For Phil, wellness means relaxing without a care in the world.

Having more time to exercise his mind and listen to his spirit

gives him a sense of inner harmony. It's the simple joy of

living, and Phil knows he'll find it here. Because here,

wellness is a way of life.

Pennybyrn at Maryfield is opening soon and residence

selection is becoming limited - act now!

pgKIKIVBVrOsj
at MARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260

(336) 886-4103 or (866) 627-9343

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God

NP/CNH/Ret2

In their footsteps
Documentary on nuns

'

role in 1965 civil rights

marches to air on PBS
WASHINGTON (CNS) — A one-

hour documentary featuring religious

sisters who participated in the 1965 civil

rights marches in Selma, Ala., will air on

PBS in February as part ofBlack History

Month programming.

The documentary, "Sisters of Selma:

Bearing Witness for Change," highlights

the involvement of Midwestern sisters

who joined the marches. It also features

the Sisters of St. Joseph from Rochester,

N.Y., based in Selma, who provided

housing for visiting protesters and treated

marchers at Good Samaritan Hospital.

Many of these sisters are now
retired or working in various parts of the

country. Independent filmmaker Jayasri

Hart, who served as the film's director

and producer, reunited them to show
them previously unused news footage of

themselves and the events of 1965.

The comments they made while

watching the film serve as a large part

of the film's narrative. Hart also found

other Selma residents — Catholic

and Protestant, white and black — to

comment on the sisters' involvement.

"Sisters ofSelma" is a co-production

of Hartfilms and Alabama Public

Television, produced in association with

fhe Independent Television Service, with

fiinding provided by the Corporation for

Public Broadcasting and the U.S. bishops'

Catholic Communication Campaign.

For broadcast times, viewers should

check their local listings or visit the

Alabama Public Television Web site,

www.aptv.org/as/sisters/index.asp, for a

broadcast schedule link.

The stage for the historic drama was
set on "Bloody Sunday," March 7, 1965,

when Alabama state troopers brutally

attacked blacks with nightsticks, whips

and tear gas to break up their intended

60-mile voting-rights march from Selma

to the^ state Capitol in Montgomery.

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. asked

church leaders across the nation to join

blacks for a second march on March 10,

in defiance of a federal judge's injunction

and amid threats ofviolence. An interfaith

delegation of about 50 from St. Louis, the

largest out-of-state group to participate,

was asked to lead the march.

One of the members of this group

was Sister Mary Antona Ebo, an African-

American and a member of the Sisters

of St. Mary, now called the Franciscan

CNS PHOTO BY BEmiAN/CORBIS/PBS

Sister Mary Antona Ebo of the Sisters of St. Mary

in St. Louis gives witness for black voting rights

in Selma, Ala., March 10, 1965.

Sisters of Mary. She led the march with

five white nuns although police stopped

them soon after they had begun.

Prior to setting out. Sister Ebo
addressed the marchers who had gathered

in Selma telling them that every citizen

has a right to vote and that it was a

privilege to march to support that right.

After a long career in health care.

Sister Antona, now in her 80s, is pastoral

associate at St. Nicholas Church in St.

Louis. She was one of the founding

members of the National Black Sisters

Conference and served as its president.

Another founding member of the

conference who also participated in

the march was Sister Barbara Moore, a

Sister of St. Joseph of Carondelet. Sister

Barbara was only 27 when she marched

in 1965 with a group of religious leaders

from Kansas City, Mo.
In her recollection of the march, she

said she was "literally eyeball to eyeball

with the state froopers. They were in

full riot gear — billy clubs, helmets,

everything — trying to keep us from

progressing as we marched."

Hart, who produced the documentary,

is a Hindu. She has been working on

this project since 2000. Hart's interest

in Catholic women stems from her

experience with Blessed Mother Teresa

in Calcutta, India.

She said it was amazing to meet the

sisters who marched in Sehna and hear

their stories. She was also surprised to

find out "how unwilling they are to take

credit for what they do."

CELEBRATE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS!

St. Thomas Aquinas Academy — Arden

A high school that offers
Academic Excellence
tiirougli Classical Education

Self-Discipline

through Catholic Formation

OPEN HOUSE — Tues., Feb. 20th at 7 PM
(828)687-77 14 or call for appomtment
wivw.stthomasaquinasacademy.org
St. Thomas Aquinas Academy is a private school, independent of the Charlotte Diocesan school system.
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Tour of duty

Courtesy Photo

Pictured are StudentAmbassadorsfrom the seventh- and eighth-grades at Our

Lady ofGrace School in Greensboro, who were selected to serve as hosts and

tour guides ft)r prospectivefamilies visiting the school throughout the second

trimester. An open house is scheduledfor Feb. 8.

Eighth-graders Alex Dascoli and Alex Justice are student coordinatorsfor

the group and assist Principal Gary Gelo in organizing the tours.

Pictured: (back row,from left) Alex Justice, Alexander Holmes, Edgar Ruiz;

(middle row, from left) Kelsey Bradford, Alex Dascoli, Abigail Armstrong,

Alexander Valitutto, Brian Roche; (front row, from left) Marie Petrangeli,

Reilly Callaghan, Jorge Cortes, Peter Ahnert andJames Cardwell.

St. Luke Catholic Church — Raleigh, NC
A parish of 650 femilies with well- established Faith Formation programs, seeks two
dynamic individuals, soundly steeped in the Tradition of the Church, to fill two
full-time positions; offering competitive salaries:

1) Director of Faith Formation

2) Director of Youth Ministry

Please go to parish web site www.stlukeonline.com for application information.

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY

St. Leo the Great Catholic Church, located in beautiful Winston-Salem, N.C., is

searching for a youth minister to continue an established Life Teen program. We are

seeking an enthusiastic, passionate, faith-filled individual, to direct young people

toward a meaningful, life-affirming journey with Christ. If you are a Catholic with a

college degree, have a strong spiritual, faith-based background, are passionate

about working with youth, and have at least two years or more of practical

experience as a youth minister, preferably in a Life Teen environment, please

consider this opportunity.

St. Leo parish has an established Life Teen program centered on the Eucharist. The

Life Teen Mass is held every Sunday at 5pm during the school year. We have a

dedicated Core Team made up of singles and couples along with many committed

parent volunteers. Most important, however, are the 150 (and growing) young

people who participate in our Edge Nights (jr. youth). Life Nights (sr. youth). Coffee

Houses, activities and retreats. In addition, our Family Life Center features a room

dedicated to our youth, a Youth Minister's office, kitchenette and entertainment

center. Check us out at www.foolishoftheworld.com.

The position's starting salary is competitive and negotiable depending on education

and/or experience. We also offer an attractive benefit package. If interested, please

contact Youth Minister Search Committee at St. Leo the Great Catholic Church,

335 Springdale Ave., Winston-Salem, N.C. 27104. Phone: 336-724-9596. Fax:

336-724-7036. Email: youthminister@stleocatholic.com.

SALES REPRESENTATIVES
J.S. Paluch Co., established in 1913, the nation's oldest Catholic Publisher, is now

interviewing for the position of Sales Representatives for

parish church bulletins Realistic earnings potential of 40K+,

health insurance, paid vacation, 401 K. Some travel lequired.

Self-motivation a must. Bilingual helpful in some areas. To

ap-ange an interview call Les Black at 800432-3240. Seniors

welcome to apply. EOE

Classifieds
SERVICES

COUNSELING SERVICES: Individuals.*

Couples. Family. Lucille Moses, BSN, M.Ed.,

Licensed Professional Counselor. 1801 East
5'" Street, 108-B, Charlotte. 704-366-6507 or

704-942-4334.

FOR RENT

VILLA: Isles of Palms, SC (Charleston area):

3 BD, 3BA. Resort community. Walk to beacli,

pool, golf, tennis. Tropical, upscale decor.

Extended stay discounts available. 703-255-0572.

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotle, NC 28203.

Payment: For infomiation, call (704) 370-3332.
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^Cultural education grant

awarded to St. Patrick School
CHARLOTTE — St. Patrick

School in Charlotte recently received

a $3,200 grant to help bring' culture to

its students.

The Cultural Education in Schools

Grant was awarded by the Arts and

Science Council, a nonprofit organization

in Mecklenburg County.

The grant program increases access

to the arts, science and history in private

and independent schools throughout

the county. The grants are not intended

to substitute a school's arts education

program and funds cannot be used for

permanent arts education persoimel.

As a result of the grant, the school's

cultural committee organized a trip for

the kindergarten-through-fifth-grade

students and faculty to an educational

performance of "The Nutcracker" at the

Blumenthal Performing Arts Center in

ChariotteDec. 19.

The performance by the North
Carolina Dance Theater was
"spellbinding," according to Kathy
Steiglitz, marketing chairperson for

the school.

"The children watched in awe
and wonder as the dancers skillfully

performed" the journey to the Land of

Snow and the Kingdom of Sweets, and

the dance ofthe Sugar Plimi Fairy and the

Prince, said Steiglitz.

"For the children and faculty alike,

it was a special treat and a marvelous

CouRTBY Photo

First-grader Madeline Quon of St. Patrick School

in Charlotte stands with a Nutcracker statue

outside the Blumenthal Performing Arts Center

in Charlotte, as part of a school trip to see "The

NutCTacker"Dec. 19

way to usher in the Christmas season,"

she said.

Fruitful Samaritans

Courtesy Photo

Fifth-graders at St. Ann School in Charlotte are pictured Jan. 12 holding the fall

crops they raisedfor Charlotte 's Samaritan House through a grantfrom the Diocese

of Charlotte and the MACS Education Foundation. Samaritan House is a nonprofit

recuperative care placefor homeless in need ofshort-term carefollowing hospital or

emergency room stays. By creating an outdoor garden and by supporting Samaritan

House, students andfacultyfelt theproject wouldserve as a meaningful science, social

studies, religion aruJ outreach project.

The students harvested the crops ofcabbage, broccoli, cauliflower and collard greens

Jan. 12 and delivered them to Samaritan House. Fourth- and fifth-graders at St.

Ann School will begin planting their next season offruits and vegetables to give to

Samaritan House in the spring.

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

flo ujonder m end up at the same place:

Belmont fifabey College, the 130-year-old

'Catholic College of the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeking?

Belmont Abbey
College

'D MAV SI

L

Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 "All-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Old-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

Why? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our website at

BelmontAbbeyColiege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors Institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?

2006
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Pelosi's Catholicism, agenda in question

Marching for life all

year long
Catholics can, must make a difference

As I write just days before the 34th

annual March for Life, I'm hoping to

participate in the Washington, D.C.,

demonstration with my 15-year-old

son Joe. There we will protest against

America's deadly assault upon unborn

human life.

Having gone to about 20 of these

marches, I have a good idea what to

expect. Before the march actually begins,

friends of the unborn will gather on a

grassy area near the back of the White

House. There we will hear prayers,

spiritual music and numerous speeches.

On stage will be Catholic bishops

and several other Christian and non-

Christian religious leaders. Seated with

them will be several members from both

houses of Congress. They will condemn
the horror of abortion and express their

desire to end it. President Bush will speak

to us via telephone hookup.

Then, after prayers, songs and
speeches, more than 100,000 of us

will walk from the White House to

the Capitol.

1 always try to workmy way close to

the front of the march because I want to

see from the top of Capitol Hill the sea

of caring people who have come from all

parts ofthe nation. It's a real pro-life shot

in the arm!

On the other hand, it's rather

depressing. My goodness! We have been

doing this for 34 years! And even should

the U.S. Supreme Court overturn "Roe
V. Wade" (not likely anjtime soon), it

would be left to each state to determine

the status of abortion.

As it now stands, nearly every state

would permit abortion under certain

circumstances. Some would allow it

to continue as it is now: abortion on
demand.

Besidesthe deadly assaultofabortion,

the unborn now face added threats to their

lives in the form of embryonic stem-cell

research and cloning.

Making a

Difference

TONY
MAGLIANO
CNS mUUMNIST

We still have a long road to

march. But it could become much
shorter if every Catholic took on the

cause of the unborn.

March for Life founder Nellie

Gray once told me, If just Catholics

alone stood up and demanded an end to

abortion, it would end!"

The annual March for Life in our

nation's capital—and other state capitals

— is much like caroling at nursing homes
just before Christmas. It's very nice, but

what aboiit the rest ofthe year?

It is important not to let the

anniversary of abortion's legalization

in the U.S. pass by without strong

objection, but it's even more imp<Htant to

learn, volunteer, teach, preach, oig^iize,

advertise, lobby, demonstrate and pray

throughout the entire year!

For assistance, visit the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops' Web
site at www.usccb.org and click on
"life issues."

There are certainly deeply committed

persons laboring all year to protect our

most vulnerable imbom brothers and
sisters. And many of them also woik
to help women dealing with difficult

pregnancies.

But those of us who are somewhat
active can do better here. And the tens

of millions of American Catholics who
do almost nothing to end abortion can

begin to realize that the silent holocaust

of abortion will not be stopped without

their help.

Stances on Abortion
U.S. adults who say these statennents reflect their position on abortion

Abortion should be legal in^

cases of rape, incest or

to save niother's life

Abortion should

be legal only in

saving mother's life

Abortions should be

prohibited in all circumstances

Abortion should be legai for aiqr

reason, but ijot afte^ first thfee

months (tf pregnancy

Abortion should be legal kx
any reason, but not after

ftst six months of (^e^i^Ky

MmrtioRS should be alloiwed at

any time of MNxnai's piegnsmqii Ibr

any reason

Based on April 2006 national survey of 1,000 adults with a sampling enor of +/- 3.1 pefcent

Thank you for your work on The
Cadiolic News & Herald. Our family

enjoys the education and commimity
news we receive through the paper.

It is often a great supplement to our

Catholic education.

Today I have become disturbed by
the article about U.S. Speaker of the

House Nancy Pelosi ("Madame Speaker:

Anticipating how Pelosi will run the

House," Jan. 12). It could have been

written by the Congresswoman's own
public relations firm.

Only a few scant mentions of
her positions and votes on abortion

and embryonic stem-cell research are

mentioned, and none on her positions

and votes on marriage and the &mily. On
^

crucial subjects, her record is treated

i with inane political quotes.

This lade of acknowledgment and
gloss-ova- is confiising to our family to

say the least Even Cardinal Theodore

E. McCarrick's quotes leave those who
believe in the teachings of Christ and
Cadiolidsm confiised and disappointed.

I hope and pray that Pelosi will

return to the teachings of Christ In the

past and at present, tfiough, her agenda

is transparraitly perverse.

As an agoit of information for our

church, I expect The Catholic News &
H«ald to be truthfiil and less tolerant

ofthe new House speaker's present anti-

chuich agenda.

— Charles Masteiton and frmuly

Huntersville

The article on Nancy Pelosi refers

to her personal and political background

with comments of support for her by
Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick, who
says he has found her to be "a very

thoughtfril and a committed defender of

human ri^."
Pelosi is an avowed supporter of

abortion. She is in fiivor of partial birth

abortion and campaigns for embryonic

stem-cell research. This from a defender

of human rights? Peih^s our church

leaders need to be more carefril about

those they siqiport

— Don Mulligan

High Point

The."Madame Speaker" article was
most informative and interesting, but

it does leave open a question regarding

Pelosi's status as a CatfaoUc.

Man^ U.S. bishops have stated tiiat

Catholic candidates for public office

j

wi30 siqqKMt legalized abortion are not

welccme to receive Conmnunion.As Pelosi

supports abortion, same-sex marriage and

onbryonic ston-cell research, just what is

the status ofher Catholicism?

j

— Gloria White

Charlotte

Editor's note: This writer is an
eighth-grader at Holy Trinity Catholic

Middle School in Charlotte.

Congratulations on your Jan. 12

article aboutNancy PelosL I guess it isOK
to ignore die CathoUc Church teachings

against abortion, embryonic stem-cell

I

research, same-sex marriage and artificial

birth control so long as you are higji and

mig}ity and ridi and powofiil.
— Jessica Demick

Charlotte

Lettersto the Editor

mi

Catholicism in label only
1 do not know if I am supposed to be

proud of the 155 Catholic members in

the Congress ("Catholics in Congress,"

Jan. 19). As I understand it, most
of them operate outside the Catholic

Church's teachings when it is politically

convenient to them.

1 remember listening to Bishop
Emeritus William G. Curlin a few years

ago. While speaking to catechtunens and

candidates in Clemmons, Bishop Curlin

said that we are not looking to increase

our number in the Catholic Church, but

the church is looking for people who will

surrender themselves completely to Jesus

Christ.

In this context I consider our

congressmen and congresswomen who
support abortion and embryonic stem-

cell research — and thus oppose the

Catholic Church — not to be part of

the Body of Christ. They only don the

CathoUc label.

— Matthew Thekkekandam
Greensboro

Marching for life

What a wonderful and beautiful

thing to stand or march for life.

For me, life means all phases of the i^^i

life cycle — for the unborn, as well as

the bom; for the suffering child who is

mistreated, hungry and without love; for

the prisoners who will have their lives

snuffed out through our hands instead of

being given a chance for repentance and

forgiveness during a lifetime in prison;

for the war dead in all situations among
all nationalities— some innocent, some
not— killed just the same. There is no

justice in any of it.

Let us as a Catholic Church all

embrace, stand and walk for all of life

Let us find causes for unacceptable

im-Christ-like behaviors that we find in

every society and work for resolutions

— for ways of loving that Christ has

asked of us. What can you do?
— Jane Sullivan ^tth

Greensboro) "gdo

leid

id it

WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters

from readers. We ask that letters be originals of

250 words or less, pertain to recent newspaper

content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter

must include the name, address and daytime

phone number of the writer for purpose of

verification. Letters may be condensed due to

space limitations and edited for clarity, style and

factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish

poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted

to The Catholic News & Herald become the

. property of the newspaper and are subject to

reuse, in whole or in part, in print, electronic

formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The

Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box
37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
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The need for more

success stories

Positive tales may affect human spirit,

foster change

The Human
Side

FATHER EUGENE
HEMRICK

CNS COLUMNIST

1
y ^ 4

In a recent study conducted by
LeMoyne College in Syracuse andZogby
International, it was heartening to hear

that 71 percent of Catholics are between

"very" and "somewhat" satisfied with the

way bishops are leading the church, and

83 percent of these people feel that the

pope is doing a good job.

Polls such as this give us some idea

of the role of church leadership in our

very complex new millennium.

As interesting and encouraging as

it is to learn all this, I believe it is even

more interesting and consoling to read

success stories of everyday Catholics.

We live at a time when leadership,

whether in our church or our country, is

the center of the news.

But there is more to the leadership

picture than we often state.

Although individuals in positions

of authority wield enormous power
and often are responsible for changing

everyday life for the better, without

second-layer people exercising their

leadership, leadership at the top is often

ineffective.

It is the second-layer leaders who are

the bricks and mortar of the inspiration

that propels life; we need to hear

more about them.

As a social-science researcher, I

know research can't survey everything. I

also know that poUtical figures are very

interesting to study because they are

exciting to the pubhc and because diey

influence our lives immensely.

As true as this is, it would be equally

good news if we were treated to more
success stories that come from second-

layer leaders. Recently Catholic News
Service published an inspiring story that

focused on this type of leadership.

A Catholic convert, who resided

at a Catholic long-term care facility

— Our Lady ofHoly Cross Care Center

in northwestern Indiana — wanted to

become an active participant in giving

care and not to remain Just a care

recipient. She therefore organized a

pastoral-care team.

Members of the group serve as

extraordinary ministers of Communion,
readers, greeters and prayer leaders.

With the permission offamily and in the

absence of a chaplain, they also make
spiritual visits to other residents.

Residents at Holy Cross, a long-

term care facility, may be there

because of a stroke, crippling accident

or head injury or a debilitating

condition such as multiple sclerosis,

cerebral palsy, muscular dystrophy,

Huntington's disease, -Parkinson's or

Alzheimer's disease.

If we examine this story closely,

we learn that not only is someone's

leadership being lauded, but the human
spirit within it

People in long-term care often can't

do anything but receive care. But here

we have a person who is thinking beyond

her own needs, even though they may
be grave. She reflects the inspiring spirit

that life doesn't necessarily end when
you are down and out

If you dig deep enough into your

spirit you wifl find that you have much
more of it to share with others than

you fliink.

I have to wonder what effect

our evening news would have on the

human spirit if we heard more success

stories that reflect wholesome grass-

roots achievements of second-level

leadership.

What is the (kingdom of God?
Q. A priest visiting our parish during

Advent spoke about the kingdom ofGod
and said it is here and now present on

earth. But in the Our Father we pray that

the kingdom will come. What exactly is

the kingdom of God or the kingdom of

Ifeaven? (Texas)

A. Yours is a good question, shared

5y many Catholics and other Christians.

4nd it's an important one. The Gospels,

J Matthew in particular, speak of the

iqngdom as a basic reality of our faith,

which fi-ames and forms our relationship

with God here and in eternity.

One source of confusion is that

he kingdom of God, or of heaven, is a

ather fluid term in the New Testament,

fesus never actually defines it. Rather,

le alludes to it with a variety of images

ind stories that give us something of
' multicolored description of what he

neans.

The kingdom of which Jesus speaks

s, first of all, not a place. Nor is it a

itatic, unchanging condition, something

inally finished here or perhaps even in

he fiiture.

God's reign, his loving rule over

ill creation, is active and fiill of life,

onstantly at work in everything he

j
wntinually is creating.

Nor is this kingdom something
lew. God always has been Lord of the

iniverse and of our human family. From

the beginning of his public life Jesus

declares that the rule of God is now;
we must reform our Uves to recognize

his reign, to re-estabUsh the harmony of

creation destroyed by sin.

In fact, as I said above, the core

of Christ's Gospel ("good news") is

that this God whose reign we honor is

a gracious, loving, mercifiil and joyliil

Father who is revealed in the Ufe and

words ofhis Son, as in the great parables

of the lost sheep and the lost coin, and

the prodigal son (Lk 15).

The heart of the Idngdom-of-God

theme, therefore, is this conviction that

the infinite mystery surroimding us is

an ongoing presence that aUows Jesus

to urge us to trust, not to be afiraid.

Whatever happens, we are sure of the

Father's benevolent presence and power
active in the world.

As the preface of the feast of the

Kingship of Christ puts it, the kingdom

he proclaims is one ofjustice, love and

peace. All these are active, ongoing

realities that, at least here, are never

totally perfect, are always moving
toward fiiller realization.

Finally, the New Testament
indicates often that this kingdom,
this compassionate and magnanimous
presence of God, is not something we
merit or "build" by our own initiative

and strengdi. It is his woik, a pure gift

to his people when Idiey try to live as a

Question

Comer

FATHERJAMES
DIETZEN

CNS COLUMMIST

faithful and loving community.

When we look at it this way, as part

of the mystery of God's creating love,

perhaps we can understand a bit better

how the reign of God will always be

here and yet always be in some way in

flie fiiture, as long as his lavish creative

generosity continues.

The spiritual value ofthis remarkable

insist fi-om Jesus is endless. The more
we are aware of the power of this divine

rule among us now and its continuance

in eternity, the greater is our confidence

that, in St. Paul's words, nothing can

separate us from the love of God that

comes to us in Christ Jesus our Lord.

A free brochure on ecumenism,

including questions on intercommunion

and other ways of sharing worship, is

available by sending a stamped, self-

addressed envelope to Father John
Dietzen, Box 5515, Peoria, IL 61612.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

Pope notes difficult

road toward

Christian unity,

also sees progress

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
search for Christian unity is a long and

difiicultjourney because it is a process of

repentance and humility. Pope Benedict

XVI said.

At the same time, he said, over the

past 40 years God has given Christians

"broad spaces of joy, refreshing pauses,

from time to time allowing us to breathe

freely the pure air of full communion."

At his weekly general audience

Jan. 24, during the Week of Prayer for

Christian Unity, Pope Benedict offered a

list of the ecumenical encoimters he had

in 2006 which he said provide proof of

progress in the search for unity among
Christ's disciples.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI s remarks in English at his

weekly general audience Jan. 24.

Dear brothers and sisters.

This Week of Prayer for Christian

Unity takes as its theme these words

from St. Mark's Gospel: "He makes the

deaf hear and the dumb speak" (cf. Mk
7:31-37). -

As we recall the wonder felt by

those who witnessed the healing of a

deaf-mute by Jesus, we, too, marvel at

the remarkable growth that has taken

place in ecumenical relations during the

last 40 years. The Lord has helped us to

overcome our deafiiess, so thai we can

Usten profoimdly to one another, and he

has restored our power of speech so that

we can pray tojgether and proclaim the

truth wdth conviction.

In thanking God for the many
ecumenical initiatives we have witnessed

at every level of the church's life, I want

to recall some particular events in which

I have been personally involved during

the past year.

I was pleased to receive visits

from the World Alliance of Reformed

Churches, as well as the World Baptist

Alliance and representatives of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church inAmerica.

In November I was able to spend

time in prayer with the archbishop of

Canterbury.

And in Turkey I had the opportunity

of visiting the ecumenical patriarch,

Bartholomew I, whom I greet once more,

recalling our fraternal encounter with

great joy.

Through the intercession of Our

Lacfy and all the saints, may our work for

Christian unity continue to progress, so that

the Holy Spirit may make us truly one.
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Our Lady of the Assumption Church home to multicultural parish
CHARLOTTE— On Aug. 15, 1948,

Our Lady of the Assumption Church,

originally known as the Assumption
Missionary Cenacle, was founded as the

third Catholic church in Charlotte, under

the pastoral leadership of Trinitarian

Father Michael Giblin.

The first Mass was celebrated in

a private home with 19 people in

attendance. That number more than

doubled within a few months, and the

parish purchased a two-story house that

would serve as church, rectory and school.

The first kindergarten class was
formed in 1949 with 15 students imder

the care of the Missionary Servants of

the Most Blessed Trinity. Within the next

10 years, the parish's elementary school

grew to nearly 200 students.

The parish grew steadily, and in

September 1950 the diocese acquired

the property of St. Paul Presbyterian

Church on Independence Blvd. The
first Mass in the church was celebrated

March 11, 1951.

In 1953 a building fund program for

a new church and school building was
initiated. Bishop Vincent S. Waters of

Raleigh dedicated the new facility, located

on Shenandoah Avenue, June 3, 1954.

In August of 1958 the Trinitarian

Fathers left Our Lady of the Assumption

Church and diocesan priests assumed
the pastorate of Our Lady of the

Assumption Church.

Over the following five decades, a

number of priests have led the parish.

Our Lady of the Assumption Oiurch in Charlotte has

for nearly 60 years.

among them Father Lawrence Tait,

Father (now Msgr.) Joseph Kerin, Father

Ron McLaughlin, Msgr. Lawrence
Newman, Father Joseph Kelleher, Father

John Hanic, Msgr. Thomas Burke,

Jesuit Father Francis Gillespie and
Father Philip Scarcella.

An 11 -acre property on Shamrock
Drive was purchased in 1961 for future

t chance to save $100

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST ©F IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking cotmtryside - traditions of otir Catholic faith - legends of her people

May S'\S. 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass
celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days wlU be fiUed with

spiritual enrichment as weU as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

• spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

• Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

• Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

• Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

• Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

• Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

• Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers
• Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

• Rock of Cashel - sjjectacular anthropological site

• Beautiful Glendalough - 6* century monastic site of St. Kevin
• Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, CCormell Street, shopping — PLUS much more!

Price: Early discount price $2,799 from Charlotte (after 2/2/07 $2399)
includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tovu^ and admission fees to sites.

Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

This is a diocesan-sponsored pilgrimage. For a brochure witti complete details, call

Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost Tours at (800) 713-9800.

Phoid BY George Cobb

been home to a large multicultural Catholic population

constniction of a new church and
school. The first capital campaign was
begun in 1976.

In the spring of 1978, the 10-year

mortgage was burned in a celebration

with Father Kerin, who consolidated the

mortgages, and Father Kelleher, who
paid oflF the debt.

A major renovation of the church

took place in June 1982. The altar was
moved forward and raised, and the organ

and choir sections were relocated 'to

the "pif' at the rear of the altar. The old

confessionals were removed and a new
reconciliation room was added adjacent

to the sanctuary.

On the heels ofthe renovation project,

a second capital campaign was started in

1982 to raise funds for a new church.

In August 1986, Father Hanic started

the first RCIA program for the parish.

The first architectural model for the

newchurchwaspresentedtoandapproved
by then-Bishop John F. Donoghue in

1988. A third and final capital campaign
was initiated that same year.

On March 19, 1989, Bishop
Donoghue officiated at the
groundbreaking ceremony for the new
church on Shamrock Drive. Bishop-

Emeritus Michael J. Begley celebrated

the last Mass on Shenandoah Avenue
Feb. 3, 1990.

Bishop Donoghue celebrated the

OUR UDY OF THE ASSUMPTION
CHURCH
4207 Shamrock Dr.

Charlotte, N.C. 28215

(704) 535-9965

Vicariate: Charlotte

Pastor: Father Philip Scarcella

PermanentDeacons: Deacon PeterDuca;

Deacon Stephen Horai Jr.; Deacon Kevin

Williams

Number of Families: 650

I.

Father Philip Scarcella

.Ju

Mass of Dedication for the new church; f"''

Feb. 4, 1990 with Father Hanic, ^then

pastor, concelebrating.

Under the leadership ofMsgr. Burke l"^'!

the Our Lady of the Assumption Chapter

of the Knights of Columbus Council

1 1 102 was formed in April 1992.

In the summer of 1996, under
the auspices of the Community Life

Commission, the Connections Ministry ^PJ

to the Elderly, Ministry to the Hungry and

Ministry to the Immigrants were formed.

The parish continued to grow
spiritually with the introduction of thej'™

"Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius" in|'V

1995-96, followed by the formation ofPns'

Ignatian prayer groups in 1997.

On June 25, 2001 the mortgage on

the church was paid off and the parish

celebrated with a mortgage burning

ceremony at the church.

Today, Our Lady of the Assumption

Church boasts a thriving and diverse

population, offering faith formation

classes in English, Spanish and
Vietnamese.

A number of councils, commissior

and groups at OurLady oftheAssumptioi
Church assume active roles in parish and

commimity life, including the finance

council; liturgy, education, famil>

and parish life and evangelizatior

commissions; and African Americar

Affairs Ministry.

Re!

Me

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^m
reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement ^P'^
living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedrootn floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Katfaie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 />£&JISWOCD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

^= 3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

[|ngioni
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Perspectives

Barbara Gaddy reveals

way to answer God's call;

Father Pavone examines

prenatal diagnostic tests

I
PAGES 14-15

SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

DSA: A way to Answer the CalP
Diocesan Support Appeal

lelps fund 30 ministries,

50 programs in diocese

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE —
ivery day, everywhere,
5eople answer.

They answer the phone,

;-mails, the door. Teachers

ind students answer questions,

i'arents of toddlers answer
indless requests for juice,

jnacks, attention.

This year. Bishop Peter

r. Jugis is asking the people

Df the Diocese of Charlotte to

inswer another call: to give

o the 2007 Diocesan Support

Appeal (DSA).

"The DSA provides every

Catholic . . . with an opportunity

to answer God's call with 'Here

[ am. Send me,'" said Bishop

lugis in a February letter to

parishioners announcing the

2007 DSA, themed "Answer
the Call."

See DSA, page 9

answer the call

responde al llamado

Restructuring

Mercy
Six regional Mercy
communities to merge,

form West Midwest

^community

I

BY LISA SCHULTE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

OMAHA, Neb. — Six

regional communities of
the Sisters of Mercy of the

Americas will be one next

year — and it will all happen

in Omaha.

See MERCY, page 6

laUSTRATION COURTESY OF ThE CaTHOUC NeWS & HeRALO

Pictured is the poster for the 2007 Diocesan Support Appeal, themed "Answer the Call." The appeal runs Feb. 3-March 1 1

.
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RENEWIng
the faith
New programs reach

out to college students,

young adults

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— Catholic

young adults in the Diocese

of Charlotte soon will have

new ways to connect with

one another while exploring

their faith.

The diocesan offices of

campus ministry and young
adult ministry announced the

launch of Campus RENEW
and the expansion of Theology

on Tap. Both programs
are ministries of RENEW
International.

RENEW International

fosters spiritual renewal
and evangelization through

parish-based small Christian

communitiesXSCC). RENEW's
Why Catholic? program for

adults was introduced to

the diocese last year and is

See RENEW, page?

Have podcast, will preach
Catholics embrace new Internet technology

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

David Mains, communications director, and Bishop Peter J. Jugis record the first podcast

for the diocesan Web site at the Pastoral Center in Charlotte July 28, 2006.

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Thanks

to the latest in communications

technologies, the Catholic

Church is finding new ways to

reach and teach the faithful.

In August 2006, the

Diocese of Charlotte debuted

"docPod," one of several

Catholic podcasts across the

country that have made an

impact on how the church

spreads the Word of God.

A podcast is a computer

11DXMPDVt|************«*3-Dien 275
^4206364)
S-7 P-1
HC collect:! OH
H3LSDH LIBRflRV DB 393(1

UHC
CHftPEl H3LL MC 27539-0001

inM)n.i.l.i.l.l.,l,inlUI.,.il..,.nill.l„l,lul.l,.l

Overcoming obstacles

WOW moments, ' sharing

faith at St. Pius X Church

I
PAGE 4

Culture Watch

Pope peruses St. Luke's

Gospel; Swiss Guard stickers

I PAGES 10-11

file distributed over the Internet

for playback on mobile devices

and personal computers-. Like

radio, "podcast" can mean both

the content and the method of

distribution.

Podcasters' Web sites may
also offer direct download or

streaming of their cpntent.

A podcast is different from

other digital audio formats

because subscribers receive the

See PODCAST, page 5

Around the Diocese

Confirmation retreat; kids

collect coats

I
PAGES 12-13
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

SCOUTING THE FUTURE

CNS PHOTO BY Michael Hon

Msgr. John Brady, a priest of the Archdiocese of Washington, helps Boy Scouts make rosaries to be sent

to soldiers in Iraq during a retreat for Scouts in the Washington area in 2006. Participating in Boy Scouts

is a great way for youths to meet people in all walks of life and help them discern their own vocations,

says Msgr. Brady, a 65-year veteran of Scouting.

Priest says Scouting helps

youths discern vocations
IRVING, Texas (CNS) —

Participating in Boy Scouts is a great

way for youths to meet people in all

waUcs of life and help them discern their

own vocations, says Msgr. John Brady, a

65-year veteran of Scouting.

Msgr. Brady said jamborees— nine-

day national or international gatherings

of Scouts and their leaders — provide

opportunities for vocational discernment

"not equaled in any other environment."

"At each of the seven jamborees on

which I have been privileged to serve

on staff, I have had the opportunity to

help about 1,000 Scouts discern their

life's calling," he said. "Other jamboree

staffers, such as doctors, surgeons,

optometrists, engineers, pilots, military

persormel and the like, have shared their

professions and experiences with Scouts

who consult them."

The "excitement, enlightenment,

reverence and camaraderie" of a jamboree

combine to increase youths' openness to

thinking about what direction their life

should take, he said.

Msgr. Brady recently received

the National Catholic Committee on

Scouting's 2006 Silver St. George award,

given to Catholic Scouting leaders for

"especially significant" accomplishments

and service at the national level.

A priest of the Washington
Archdiocese, Msgr. Brady, 77, was
archdiocesan chaplain for Boy Scouting,

Girl Scouting and Camp Fire Boys and

Girls fi-om 1960 to 1984. He is a longtime

member of the national committee's

advisory board and is currently an acting

Scouting chaplain.

There are currently some 9,500

Boy Scout units chartered by Catholic

institutions in the United States, serving

more than 305,000 Scouts.

During a jamboree in 1950, Msgr.

Brady said a priest helped him "discern

that God was calling me to be a Catholic

priest rather than a Signal Corps Army
officer, a patent attorney or a professional

Scouter."

He cited Scouting as a "powerfiil

program" to help meet the goals that

the U.S. bishops set out in their 1997

document on Catholic youth ministry,

"Renewing the Vision."

"The goals," he said, "are these: to

empower the young to live as Christ in

our world; to draw them to responsible

participation in the life, mission and

work of the faith community; and to

foster the personal and spiritual growth

of each young person."

He added that Scouting is especially

effective in fostering all-around personal

and spiritual growth.

"Taken together, the Scout oath and

(Scout) law — beginning with 'duty

to God' and ending with 'a Scout is

reverent,' two bookends for the entire

Scouting program — comprises one of

the world's best tools to challenge young

people to live by the highest standards

that God expects of the human beings he

places on this earth," Msgr. Brady said.

WANT MORE INFO?

National Boy Scout Week runs Feb. 4-

Feb. 10. For information on Scouting in

the Diocese of Charlotte, contact Deacon

James Johnson, diocesan chaplain on

Scouting, at e-mail dj4j@charter.net.

February 2, 2007

Religious leaders seek more vigorous ^ope

U.S. role in Mideast peace
WASHINGTON (CNS) — After

meeting with U.S. Secretary of State

Condoleezza Rice Jan. 29, a delegation

of U.S. Christian, Jewish and Muslim
leaders said they think the United States

should take a more vigorous leadership

role in promoting a comprehensive peace

in the Middle East.

Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick,

retired archbishop of Washington, said

the group met with Rice "to reiterate

our strong commitment to a two-

state solution of the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict" and to discuss "the urgent need

for United States leadership to restart and

successfully conclude negotiations for a

lasting and just peace between Israel and

the Palestinian people."

Afterward, outside the Department of

State, Cardinal McCarrick said the meeting

was "substantive and excellent. But the

real measure of the success of our meeting

can only be taken in the coming weeks and

months as actions and events unfold."

The religious leaders belong to

Diocesan
planner

ASHEViLLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — Speak the Truth in Love, a

free series of classes addressing the Catholic

Church's teachings on life, love and marriage,

meets at Basilica of St Lawrence, 97 Haywood
St. Classes meet the third Saturday of each

month, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. The topic for Feb. 17

will be "Euthanasia vs. a Civilization of Life

and Love." For more information, call Nina

at (828) 299-7618 or Helen at (828) 683-9001

or e-mail geodrc@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — The Hero for Life Award

is a $2,000 pro-life scholarship sponsored by

Charlotte Right to Life recognizing pro-life

service and leadership for teenagers ages 14-

1 8. Visit www.charlottelife.org for applications

and information. Applications are due Feb. 19.

Contact Jason Beckert at (704) 341-5084 or

jmbeckert@carolina.rr.com for questions or

more information.

HUNTERSVILLE — A free "Lunch and

Learn" program for seniors will be held at

St. Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd.,

Feb. 14, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Nancy Ennis, a

certified diabetes educator from Presbyterian

Hospital, will share information about diabetes

and answer questions. Blood glucose screenings

will be offered by registered nurses prior to the

lunch and educational program. Reserv&ons

are required to join us for lunch. For more

information, call Nancy Bunton at (704)

394-5521. Registration deadline is Feb. 7.

the National Interreligious Leadership |jiiedi(

Initiative for Peace in the Middle East, 8 jjth

coalition of35 leaders ofnational religious jctiif

bodies or organizations that was formed ir.

2003 to press for a more constructive anojiiessini

comprehensive U.S. approach to Arab-

Israeli-Palestinian peace.

Cardinal McCarrick said thejjsion

delegation emphasized two points.

"First, as Americans, we ask for bold

persistent U.S. leadership for peace in the

Middle East, leadership that supports and

challenges both Israelis and Palestinians,'

he said, adding that this means ongoing,

active high-level U.S. engagement "that

holds both sides accountable in a step

by-step peace process."
,

"Second, as religious ofthe Christian,|||eex

.
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Jewish and Muslim traditions,we
committed ourselves to continuing to sayLjsc

tough things to our conununities here and ^
in the (Middle East) region to build up

public support for peace," he said. "We
know that these are difficult but necessary

steps on the road to a two-state solution.
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CHARLOTTE — Janice Olive, with Hospice ^
Charlotte, will present "Dealing with Loss in th0

Years that Follow" Feb. 15, 7-8:30 p.m. in the

ministry building of St. Gabriel Church, 3016

Providence Rd. The goal of grief is not to forget,

but to be able to remember the good and the bad

times with less pain. We become reconciled to

grief in the years that follow a loss, learning to

live a veiy different life. The one-year mark is

not a magic number, but there is hope that it gets

better. For more information, call the church

office at (704) 364-5431.

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Church, 3016

Providence Rd., will offer the Catholics Returning

Home program Tiiesdays through Feb. 20. The

program offers a non-judgmental atmosphere for

inactive Catholics to become reacquainted with the

basics of their religion and to get answers to any

questions that they may have. For more information,

call the church office at (704) 364-543 1

.

CHARLOTTE— Volunteers are needed for a "40

Daysfor Life" Lenten prayer vigil. The vigil will

take place outside of the Family Reproductive

Health facility at 700 E. Hebron St. A rally will

kick off the vigil on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 21, at

8:30 a.m. at the facility. The vigil ends at 3 p.m..

Palm Sunday, April 1. Sign up by contacting

Andrea Hines at HinesAL@aol.com. Specify

your preferred dates and times, and include

alternatives.

CHARLOTTE — An eight-week study of Pope

John Paul II's teaching on sex and marriage.

Theology ofthe Body: The Church 's Teaching on

Sex and Marriage, will be presented Tuesdays

through Feb. 27. Classes will meet 7-9 p.m. in

the Annex at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon

St. Babysitting will be provided. A one-hour

film presentation by Christopher West will

be followed by discussion. Pre-registration is

required by calling (803) 548-3356.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope again decries rupture between faith and reason
VATICANCITY(CNS)—Returning

to one of his favorite themes. Pope
Benedict XVI said the rupture between

faith and reason has produced a type of

"'schizophrenia" in modem culture.

The pope made the remarks at a noon

blessing Jan. 28, the feast of St. Thomas
Aquinas, the philosopher and theologian

known for articulating a harmonious

vision of faith and reason more than 700

East,!

years ago.

Today, the pope said, the faith-reason

relationship looms as a serious challenge
^ for the dominant Western culture.

While the achievements of the

modern sciences are undeniable,

le said, this progress has been
accompanied by a tendency to

consider as true only that which can

be experimentally proven.

This represents a limit on human
reason and "produces a terrible

schizophrenia, now clearly recognized,

in which rationalism and materialism

live together, as do hyper-technology and

unbridled instinct," he said.

GASTONIA VICARIATE
BELMONT — Queen of the Apostles Church,

503 N. Main St., will host a free screening

of "Kilowatt Ours" Feb. 13 at 7:30 p.m. The
documentary film addresses the topics of our

responsibilities to God's creation and the reversal

of climate change. For more information on tiie

fihii, visit www.lcilowattours.org. For directions

to the church, and for other infomiation, e-mail

Dermis Teall-Fleming at teallfleming@yahoo.com

or call (704) 825-9600, ext. 26.
ui:i

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — All practicing Catholic

women of Irish birth or descent, and wives of

members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians are

invited to participate in the Ladies Ancient Order

of Hibernians, a social, cultural and charitable

group for an ongoing series offim and informative

activities. LAOH wdll meet on Feb. 12 at 7:30 p.m.

in the Kloster Center of St. Pius X Church, 2210

N. Elm St. Please join us for refreshments and to

learn more about our group. Any questions can be

directed to Mary Driscoll at (336)785-0693.

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church ,4145 Johnson St., will begin the 2007

series of our Hope of Seeing Everyone Again

(HOSEA) program. It is a program to invite

Catholics who have distanced themselves from the

Catholic Church, for whatever reason, to return.

This small group will begin Feb. 7, 7-9 p.m. and

will meet Weekly for six weeks to get a sense of

the modem-day church, to discuss various issues

and concerns and to receive pastoral referrals

and guidance. For more information, contact

Larry Kwan at (336) 688-1220.

GREENSBORO— The Men 's Bible Study Group
at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715 Horse Pen

Creek Rd., meets Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m. in the

Parish Life Center, room 4, beginning Feb. 6. The
group will discuss the Gospel ofLuke. Bring your

own Bible. For more information, contact Gus
Magrinat at gmagrinat@pol.net or John Malmfelt

The pope said humanity urgently

needs to rediscover the Christian vision

of a rationality that is open to the

divine, and in particular to the "perfect

revelation" that is Jesus Christ.

"When Christian faith is authentic

it does not mortify human freedom and

reason; therefore, why should faith and

reason be afraid ofeach other, ifthey can

express themselves better by meeting and

engaging in dialogue?" he said.

The pope noted that this was* an

important theme of his speech last

September in Regensburg, Germany.
That talk, however, drew the most
attention because of statements about

Islam and that religion's relationship

with reason.

The pope did not mention Islam in his

brieftalk to pilgrims, but he underlined a

point he made at Regensburg: that the

Christian synthesis between faith and

reason should be a precious resource

for Western civilization as it seeks to

dialogue with other cultures and religions

of the world.

at (336) 665-6450 orjmalmsie@aol.com.

GREENSBORO — All engaged and married

couples are invited to attend a four-part course

on Natural Family Planning taught by the

Coaple to Couple League. Learn how and why
to live out the church's teaching on marital love,

and discover an effective, healthy and moral

alternative to artificial birth control. Classes

will be held in flie hbraiy of Our Lady of Grace

School, 2205 West Market St, beginning Feb.

1 8 at 3 p.m. To register, please contact Scott and

Carri Richter at (336) 621-1071.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

KERNERSVILLE — The Catechism of the

Head and Heart religious education series

for adults will be held this fall in the library

at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School,

1725 NC Hwy 66 South. Tony O'Meara will

speak about "Signs along the Journey of Faith"

Feb. 8 at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call

Loretta Bedner at (336) 564-1040.

WINSTON-SALEM — Do you want to

follow the Catholic Church's teaching on

contraception? LearnNaturalFamily Planning

with the Couple to Couple League beginning

Feb. 18 at St. Leo the Great Church, 335

Springdale Ave., 1 :30-3:30 p.m. Its philosophy

is in full accord with Catholic teaching, and

the method is healthy and effective. Please call

Todd and Stephanie Brown at (336) 765-2909

for more information about classes or NFP-
knowledgeable physicians.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

. to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Feb. 9 -1:30 p.m.

Meeting with Cursillo leadership

Pastoral Center, Chariotte

Feb. 18 -11:00 a.m.

Oiaconate ordination of TrI VInh Truong

St. Joseph Vietnamese Church, Chariotte

Feb. 27 -1:30 p.m.

Building Commission meeting

Pastoral Center, Chariotte

Feb. 28 - 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of confirmation

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Charlotte

Vatican secretary of state defends

Pope Pius XIPs wartime actions
ROME (CNS) — Cardinal Tarcisio

Bertone, the Vatican secretary of

state, strongly defended Pope Pius

XII's wartime actions and said he had

coordinated church efforts that saved the

lives ofmany Jews.

Cardinal Bertone spoke Jan. 24 at

the presentation of the Italian translation

ofthe book "The Righteous: The Unsung
Heroes of the Holocaust," by Martin

Gilbert.

The cardinal said the book illustrated

how people of many faiths, including

Christians and Muslims, had risked their

lives to save Jews from Nazi persecution

and death in concentration camps.

He said the Catholic Church as an

institution played a part in this effort,

working under Pope Pius and following

his directives. The church aided all

during World War II, but specifically

sought to defend and save persecuted

Jews, he said.

"They were to be helped in any way
possible. This is the premise on which

every action of the pope and his aides

was founded, as is demonstrated by
the existing documentation," Cardinal

Bertone said.

"The story of Catholic 'righteous'

therefore is entwined with the action

of Pius XII," he said. It is a story of

understanding, dialogue and appreciation

among Jews for the actions of the church

and the pope, he said.

"But above all it is a story that

removes anyjustification for the recurring

accusations of papal 'collaboration' and

Catholic anti-Semitism," he said.

Lisa Palmieri-Billig, the Rome
representative of the American Jewish

Committee, also spoke at the book
presentation. She said there was no
question that the Vatican had helped save

the lives of Jews, sometimes hiding them
inside the Vatican itself

She noted Pope Pius' strongly

worded Christmas appeal in 1942 on
behalf of those persecuted by the Nazi

regime on the basis of nationality

or race.

Scholars are divided about why the

pope did not make similar appeals later

in the war; several Catholic experts

have said the pope had legitimate fear of

Nazi retribution against the church and

the Jews.

Palmieri-Billig said the question

may not be settled until secret archive

material from that period is made
available to scholars.

She said the strategic choices made
by Pope Pius were once explained to her

in this way by Jesuit Father Pierre Blet,

a historian of the wartime period: The
Vatican tried to help save as many lives

as possible, including Jewish lives, but

the first priority of Vatican diplomacy

was to help the Allies win the war.

At that time, the fate of Jews did not

exist as a separate question. Father Blet

told her.

A tomb uncovered

CNS PHOTO BY L'OSSERVATORE RoMANO

Pope Benedict XVI looks into the crypt area of what church officials have identified as the tomb of St.

Paul in the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls in Rome Jan. 25. The pope celebrated an ecumenical

prayer service in the basilica with representatives of Orthodox, Anglican and Lutheran churches.

NOTICE TO READERS

DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER ON THURSDAY, FEB. 1 , THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD

WAS PRINTED A DAY LATE. AS SUCH, NEWSPAPERS MAY ARRIVE LATER THAN USUAL.

WE APOLOGIZE FOR THE DELAY
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Discovering 'WOW moments'
Program at parish assists women with overcoming

lifes obstacles

GREENSBORO — Women in the

Greensboro area are taking advantage

of Wisdom of Women (WOW), a

series of monthly workshops offered at

St. Pius X Church.

The program, designed to help

women discover ways to overcome
obstacles, is sponsored by the church

and facilitated by Lucy Wellmaker, a

parishioner and "life coach."

Life coaching is a practice ofassisting

people to set and achieve personal goals.

A life coach may use a variety ofmethods

to help clients set and reach goals.

The aptly-named Wellmaker holds

a master's degree in counseling from

the University of North Carolina at

Greensboro and is a graduate of the

Institute of Life Coach Training.

Michele Greco has been attending

the workshops since September 2006.

"I have come to experience what

Lucy refers to as 'WOW moments'

— discovering wisdom that has been

revealed to me through reflection and

exploration of the topics presented in the

workshop," said Greco.

Each session focuses on a topic and

includes discussions on challenges and

solutions each participant experiences in

her life.

"We are treated to weekly messages

that reinforce the action plans we take

away from our sessions," said Greco.

"I truly feel that connecting to these

WOW moments is leading me toward

finding the way to live my life as God
intended," she said.

WANT MORE INFO?

Wisdom of Women workshops are

held the first Thursday of the month,

9:30-11 a.m., in the parish center.

For more information, contact Lucy

Wellmaker at (336) 632-1940 or e-mail

coachw@lucywellmaker.com.

Courtesy Photo

Women participate in a session of Wisdom of Women in the Kloster Center at St. Pius X Church in

Greensboro Jan. 10. The monthly program is designed to help women discover ways to overcome

obstacles in their lives.

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 1 8 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1 - and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-mondi rentals with NO BO\'-lN FEJES
- And, optional in-home health care services

Fer your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336)282-8870 /JSBOI5W0QD
at /tving Park

^.s^ The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park.

3504 FUnt Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorLiving.com

A network of faith
Ci

Courtesy Photo

Student council membersfrom St. PiusXSchool in Greensboroprepare dinner

in St. Pius X Church s parish hall Jan. 11 for families receiving assistance

through the Guilford Interfaith Hospitality Network. The network is a group

ofcongregations in Guilford County that work together to provide temporary

housing and hospitality to homelessfamilies in the community.

The families stayed in the homes ofparishioners that week, with different

parish and school groups — including the Knights of Columbus and Boy

Scouts— volunteering toprepare meals each night. Thefamilies will return to

St. PiusXChurch in Aprilfor another week.
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St. Thomas Aquinas Academy — Arden

A liigli school that offers
Academic Excellence
ttarough Classical Education

Self-Discipline

tbrougli Catholic Formation

OPEN HOUSE — Tues., Feb. 20th at 7 PM
(828)687-7714 or call for appointment

www.stthomasaqiimasacademy.org
St. Thomas Aquinas Academy is a private school, independent of the Charlotte Diocesan school system.

mEQRATQRYl
434 Charlotte Avenue, P.O. Box 1 1 586

]

Rock Hill, SC 2973-1 586

(803) 327-2097 Irockhilloratory.Gom

27th Cardinal Newman Lecture

9:30 am - 4 pm— Saturday, February 24

Sr. Maria Riley, O.P.

A long-time member of the Center for Concern staff. Dr. Riley has been a witness for justice in

prophetic areas of global economics, labor and women's rights.

The Newman Lecture is an annual gift to the regional church to celebrate the life and

ministry of Cardinal John Henry Newman. The schedule includes noon Eucharist and a

chamber music concert.

It is open to the all without charge or pre-registration.

For more information, please contact The Oratory: Center for Spirituality,

PO Box 1 1586, Rock Hill,SC 29731-1586.
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Catholics embrace

podcastingto evangelize

PODCAST, from page 1

content automatically.

DocPod, which gets its name from

Diocese of Charlotte podcast, was
developed and is hosted by David Hains,

communications director for the diocese.

Hains was intrigued by the idea of

podcasting after writing a column on

the iPod given to Pope Benedict XVI by

Vatican Radio in March 2006.

"Even though I already owned an

iPod, I wasn't aware of its capabilities

until I started reading about and then

listening to podcasts," said Hains.

"Before long, I was hooked on this new
form of commimication."

One of the benefits of podcasting is

that the listener can download the file and

listen to it at his or her leisure— at home,

driving or while taking a walk. Another

benefit is that, unlike conventional radio,

the podcast can be received wherever

there's an Internet connection.

Podcasting also is relatively

inexpensive to start. Anyone with a

computer and an Internet connection

can talk into the microphone on the

computer, make it an MPS file and place

it on a hosting Web site.

For a high broadcast quality, the

Diocese of Charlotte invested in the

necessary equipment and Hains records

the podcasts in his office. They are

made available for download from the

diocesan Web site.

Once on the Web, podcasts can be

downloaded to iPods or MPS players

around the world.

Since August, the bi-weekly docPod

podcast, which features news, music.

Scripture and interviews, has been well-

received both within and beyond the

Diocese of Charlotte, said Hains.

"I have received feedback from as

far away as Cormecticut, Wisconsin and

California," he said. "Listeners say it

gives them an idea of what the diocese

is like."

Other popular aspects of docPod
have been interviews with Bishop Peter

J. Jugis and seminarians of the Diocese

of Charlotte.

DocPod Averages about 110
subscribers per show, but Hains expects

that number to grow by 25 percent this

year. Since August, the podcast has seen

2,300 downloads.

"The original plan was to run the

program for six months, then review the

data," said Hains. "But after reviewing

the numbers, we've decided to continue

the program for at least another year."

Bishop Jugis isn't the only Catholic

leader taking advantage of podcasting.

Cardinal Sean P. O'Malley ofBoston,

believed to be the first U.S. cardinal

to have his own Web log, or blog, is

apparently the first U.S. cardinal to have

his own podcast.

During the holidays, Boston
Catholic Television, the Archdiocese

of Boston's video arm, made available

downloadable Christmas video messages

from Cardinal O'Malley, with regular

podcast recordings to start this year.

Cardinal Adam J. Maida of Defroit

Join the Diocese of Charlotte
and Fr. Mo West, Vicar General and Chancellor, for the

ALASKA eRUISE and RETREAT
with a day in Seattle!

August 17-25, 2007

* Daily Mass; time for spiritual growth and peaceful reflection on the

majestic grandeur of God's creation

* Round trip airfare from Charlotte

* All meals and acconrunodations on Holland America's luxury cruise

ship Oosterdam with stops in Seattle, Jimeau, Hubbard Glacier, Sitka,

Ketchikan and Victoria, BC
* One pre-cruise night at hotel in Seattle with city tour and free time
* Airport transfers in Seattle

Price starts at only $2,199 per person for double occupancy and includes

airfare from Charlotte, all ship meals, accommodations, Seattle hotel and city tour,

transfers, port charges and taxes (which may be subject to change).

Early booking fares for choice of cabin categories are guaranteed until March 16th

so call today for a brochiire: Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704)370-3332 or Corporate

Travel Service (800)727-1999, Ext. 116.

CNS PHOTO BY Joe Boujg, The Uaven

Dr. Paul Camarata is the creator of SaintCast, a popular Catholic podcast on the Internet. The neurosurgeon

and Catholic parishioner said he draws on his skills as a former broadcaster for the weekly program.

tapes two installments a month of the

"Dialogue" talk show for the Catholic

Television Network of Detroit, the

archdiocesan cable TV channel.

"We put them in a podcast, along

with several other things," said Ned
McGrath, communications director.

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony of Los
Angeles records his Sunday homilies for

podcasting. The archdiocese is looking

at other podcasting opportunities, but

first "we want to see how many hits we
get" from the homily podcasts, said Tom
Tamberg, spokesman.

"We don't want to do podcasting

for podcasting's sake," he added, but

"we owe it to the church to explore this

communications area."

And it is not just dioceses that are

doing the exploring.

Father Stanislao Esposito, associate

pastor of Holy Cross Church in Dover,

Del., produced his first podcast from his

rectory bedroom in November 2005.

Since then, almost all of the

approximately 50 episodes ofhis podcast,

"The Daily Walk Heavenwards," include

Gospel readings, short reflections, prayers,

items of current interest, music and often

answers to listeners' questions.

Dr. Paul Camarata, a neurosurgeon

who practices in Kansas City, Mo., is the

creator of SaintCast, a weekly podcast

about saints. SaintCast has gained fans

across the United States and as far away
as Japan, New Zealand and Ecuador.

Camarata estimates that the SaintCasts

have been downloaded 70,000 times in

the past five months.

Camarata has done more than 30

podcasts from his "studio" — a closet

in his home where the hanging clothes

help dampen outside sounds. In his

SaintCasts, Camarata has interviews,

music, narration, quizzes, "sound-seeing

tours," book reviews, movie dialogue

clips and listener feedback.

"Using the Internet for podcasting,

blogging and information distribution

seems tobe the future ofcommunication,"

said Hains.

"We're part of an ancient church

with traditions that stretch back over

centuries. These new technologies

represent new ways for us to deliver an

old, but still vibrant, message," he said.

Contributing to this article was
Mark Pattison, Gary Morton and
Joe Bollig.

WANT MORE INFO?

To download docPod, visit

www.charlottediocese.org.

dioG&se of charlotte ppdcasii

It's news and
Inspiration about
fhft D'foce^e of Charlotte!

Bishop Jugis
goes to Washington.

Subscribe today
™ it's FREE!
Check it out at

www.CharfotteDiocese.org,
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Six regional Mercy

communities to merge
MERCY, from page 1

As of July 1, 2008, the Sisters of

Mercy will form one West Midwest
commimity, which will include nearly

900 sisters and more than 500 Mercy
associates and Companions in Mercy.

The administrative offices will be at

the Mercy sisters' Omaha headquarters.

While Omaha has been selected

as the primary administrative site,

sisters in the six regional communities

will continue their ministries in their

respective geographical areas.

This decision follows the selection

of Belmont, N.C., as the location of the

new South Central administrative offices,

reported in The Catholic News & Herald

in November 2006.

The Belmont headquarters was to

become the home to the former regional

communities and regions of Baltimore,

Cincinnati, Guam, Jamaica, North
Carolina and St. Louis.

The group includes more than 800

Mercy sisters and 600 Mercy associates

and Companions in Mercy.

Decisions about the governing
structure and where other functions ofthe

new Omaha community are to be located

will be made in the months ahead.

Mercy Sister Norita Cooney,
vice president of the Omaha regional

community, said the administrative sites

of the six regional communities were

visited and reviewed as possible sites

for their administrative headquarters,

but Omaha was chosen because of its

central location.

"We looked at Denver, but we
didn't have any office there and so that

would have cost more money," she

said. "It was a hard decision because

everybody wanted it in their place, but I

think it makes a lot of sense (to locate in

Omaha)."

Mercy Sister Kathy Thornton, who
chairs the West Midwest coordinating

committee and lives in Cedar Rapids,

Iowa, said the selection of Omaha is a

good idea.

"I think the city of Omaha, even

though it's not a huge city, still offers

some advantages. The cost of living is

reasonable in comparison to some other

places that we might have chosen,"

she said. "It will be the center for our

administrative offices, but it's not the

only place where sisters will be living."

Currently the Mercy sisters have

administrative centers in Auburn and

Burlingame, Calif., Cedar Rapids,

Chicago, Detroit and Omaha.
The restructuring is part of the

ongoing strategic plan for the Institute of

the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas to

move from 25 regional communities to

six communities.

"The reorganization will promote

the sisters' abilities to be responsible

stewards of their ministries, resources,

talents and energy," said Mercy Sister

Patricia Forret, president of the Omaha
regional community.

Currently there are six governing

structures in the West Midwest, and only

one is needed to support the sisters' lives

and ministries, including education,

health care, housing, pastoral and social

services, and advocacy.

Sister Cooney said the decreasing

number of religious sisters in the United

States, as well as the declining number
ofpeople entering the convent, prompted

the Sisters of Mercy to decide now was
the appropriate time to consolidate their

funds and resources so they can better

care for their aging sisters and free up
more sisters from leadership roles so

they can be in ministry.

The change also could provide the

opportunity to raise more awareness of

the Sisters ofMercy and their way of life,

as well as a way they recruit people into

the community. Sister Cooney said.

CAMDEN
LEARNING CENTER

is a personalized

educational center offering

specialized tutoring

for all ages in:

Reading • Phonics

Written Language • Math

Study Skills

SAT/ACT Preparation

Let Camden help.

Felicia Susi, Oumer/Director

Parishioner, St. Matthew Catholic Church

& Parent, St. Matthew Catholic School student

South Charlotte

(704) 752-4234
www.camdenJeammgcenter.com

CAMDEN

"The reorganization

will promote the

sisters' abilities to be
responsible stewards

of their ministries,

resources, talents

and energy."

— Mercy Sister

Patricia Forret

"We're going to use this as an
opportunity to do everything we can

to really revitalize our community and

our mission and try and articulate more
clearly what it is our life is about, why
it's so meaningful and how we strive to

respond to needs in the world today,"

she said.

The change will have the sisters

looking for ways to consolidate and to

standardize their policies for changing

jobs or moving from one commimity
to another.

"I think it's a positive direction for

religious life. For the Sisters of Mercy,

each one of us is looking for ways to

enhance our ability to do ministry,"

Sister Thornton said

"Ithinkwhatwe're doing is important

for the future of religious life, to give us

the time and structures to move into

whatever this new reality ofreligious life

will be," she said

For years, the Sisters ofMercy were

joined together as the Union ofthe Sisters

of Mercy, :\^di included a number of
communities and many independent
orders ofMercy sisters.

But in 1991, the 25 regional

communities of the Sisters of Mercy in

the United States and Central and South

America came together to form the

Institute of Ae Sisters of Mercy of die

Americas, an international community of
women religious vowed to serve people

who suffer frcnn poverty, sickness and

lack of education with special concern

for women and children.

The group elected one leadership

team for the institute. In March, the

sisters elect new leadership.

One representative from each of the

six communities will form the leadership

team for the West Midwest regional

conunimity. Those elected will start

July 1, 2008.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more inforniation on the Sisters

of Mercy in North Carolina, visit

www.mercync.org.

Knit-to-Pray
(570) 604-3620

www.TrinitySliawls.com

Suzanne@TrinityShawls.com

C
C
G

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.caroHnafiineraLcom

Steven Kni^ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Kni^fts ofColumbus

Catholic Family EXPO
Belmont Abbey College

April 13 - 15. 2007

Formation for Vocations
Be transformed to fully embrace your vocation

Learn how to prepare your children for God's call

Dr. Ray Fr. Frank Dr. William Gail

Guarendi Pavone Theirfelder Buckley

Early Registration Discount Available

Register Today!

www.catholicfamilvexpo.orq
Or call 704-455-7233
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New programs reach out to

college students, young adults

RENEW, from page 1

cxirrently being offered in 39 parishes

and 5 missions.

The diocesan campus ministry ofQce

has adopted Campus RENEW, a four-

semesterprocess that ministers to Catholic

college students through the development

of small Christian communities and

focuses on students' needs for community,

spirituahty and service.

According to Campus RENEW's
Web site, small Christian communities

enable students to "hear the Word of

God, to talk about it, to share about it,

and examine how it applies to our daily

life among our peers."

About 70 campus ministers and
student leaders gafliered at St Thomas
Aquinas Church in Charlotte Jan. 27 for

an introduction to tiie program.

According to Gloria Schweizer,

campus minister at Western Carolina

University in Cullowhee, Campus
RENEW student leaders will work to

create small communities of Catholics

from existing larger groups.

For instance, CadioUc members of

sports teams will have an SCC, as will

the members of a fraternity or sorority,

each residence hall, and so forth.

Each community will be made up
of several students and a student leader.

Campus ministry and young adult ministry

are two of the ministries in the Diocese of

Charlotte supported by your contributions

to the Diocesan Support Appeal.

This size helps to build a level of trust

between the members, Schweizer said.

"CampusRENEW is a great Catholic

evangelization tool," said Schweizer. "It

allows CathoUc students to help other

CathoUc students increase and explore

their faith."

For the past several years, adults in

Charlotte and Greensboro have gathered

at local restaurants for Theology on Tap.

Theology on Tap, a speaker series

for CathoUcs in their 20s and 30s, is

an opportunity to explore Catholicism

and issues and challenges faced by
CathoUc adults. Events usually feature a

guest speaker who presents a topics and

answers questions.

Discussion topics have included

Pope John Paul II 's teaching on the

theology of the body, workplace ethics

and social justice.

Established by the Archdiocese

of Chicago in 1981, Theology on Tap

is now being operated by RENEW
International.

Approximately 20 young adults

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Grey Nun of the Sacred Heart Sister Eileen Spanier, director of diocesan young adult ministry, speaks to

young adult Catholics at a Theology on Tap gathering in Charlotte in April 2006.

from aroimd the diocese gathered at St.

Pius X Church in Greensboro Jan. 28 for

an introduction to the revised program.

Leaders will meet again in the spring

before the program is launched.

"RENEW Theology on Tap will

create small Christian communities,

similar to the Why Catholic? program,"

said Cjrey Nun of the Sacred Heart Sister

Eileen Spanier, director of diocesan

young adult ministry.

However, the topics presented in the

SCCs will be geared toward young adults.

"Through Theology on Tap,

Catholic yoimg adults can gain a greater

appreciation of their faith, a closer

relationship with God and a network

of friends who share their beliefs and

values," said Catrina Conway, chair of

the planning committee for the Charlotte-

based Theology on Tap.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more Information on RENEW
International ministries in the diocese,

call the diocesan education office at (704)

370-3244, or visit www.renewintl.org.

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

no uuonder uje end up at the same place:

Belmont Abbey College, the 130-year-old

'Catholic College ot the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeking?

A

Belmont Abbey
College

Apply now for fall 20071

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 "Ail-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Old-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

Why? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our website at

BelmontAbbeyColiege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors Institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?

ISSHem,

Best'

2006

J
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2007 DSA MINISTRIES BUDGET

Catholic Social Services

Diocesan Ministries

Family Life Office $21-8,881

Elder Ministry

Natural Family Planning

Marriage Preparation

Respect Life

Office ofJustice and Peace $166,090

Office of Economic Opportunity

Catholic Social Services Administration $267,214

Regional Services - Adoption, Hispanic Services,

Counseling, Pregnancy Support

Westem Regional Office, Asheville $207,202

Refugee Resettlement Office - Western Region

Charlotte Regional Office $305,304

Refugee Resettlement Office - Charlotte Region ^48, 1 44

Piedmont Triad Office, Winston-Salem $280,506

Greensboro Satellite Office

High Point Latino Family Center

Housing Ministry $124,322

Multicultural Ministries

African American Affairs Ministry $40,244

Hispanic Ministry $600,311

Hmong Ministry $44,821

Educational Ministries

Campus Ministry $450,503

Catholic Schools Administration $1 87,775

Education Office $33,536

Evangelization & Ministry Formation $82,444

Faith Formation $354,451

Media Resources $97,121

Young Adult Ministry $58,085

Youth Ministry $155,373

Vocations

Permanent Diaconate $146,525

(Includes deacons' prison ministry)

Seminarian Education $212,942

Campaign Expenses

DSA GOAL FOR 2007

$168,206

$4,250,000

For more infomiation on this year's Diocesan Support Appeal,

visitwww.chariottediocese.org/developmentoffice.html.

Allocation of funds

Campaign Expenses 4%

Vocations 9%

Housing Ministry 2%

Multicultural —
Ministries 16%

Catholic Social Services 35%

Educational Ministries 34%

DSA-SUPPORTED AGENCIES AND MINISTRIES

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES DIOCESAN OFFICES

Family Life Office

Elder Ministry

Marriage Preparation

Natural Family Planning

Respect Life

Office of Justice and Peace

Office of Economic Opportunity

Catholic Social Services Administration

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES REGIONAL OFFICES

Offering Adoption, Hispanic Services, Counseling, Pregnancy Support

CSS Western Regional Office

Refugee Resettlement Office-Westem Region

CSS Charlotte Regional Office

Refugee Resettlement Office-Charlotte Region

CSS Piedmont-Triad Regional Office

Greensboro Satellite Office

Hispanic Genter-High Point

Housing Ministry

MULTICULTURAL MINISTRIES

African American Affairs Ministry

Hispanic Ministry

Hmong Ministry

EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES

Vicar for Education

Campus Ministry

Catholic Schools Administration

Evangelization ^

Faith Formation

Lay Ministry Training

Media Resources

RCIA

Young Adult Ministry

Youth Ministry

VOCATIONS

Permanent Diaconate

Seminarian Education

704-370-3228

704-370-3220

704-370-3237

704-370-3228

704-370-3229

704-370-3225

828-835-3535

704-370-3262

828-255-0146

828-255-0146

704-370-6155

704-370-3277

336-727-0705

336-274-5577

336-884-5858

704-370-3250

704-370-3267

704-370-3269

828 584-6012

704-370-3210

704-717-7104

704-370-3270

704-370-3274

704-370-3244

704-370-3274

704-370-3241

704-370-3244

704-370-3243

704-370-3359

704-875-3961

704-370-3353

Ways to give to the Dioeesan Support Appeal
Pledge: Make a pledge and pay

it in equal payments over a six-month

period. Monthly reminders will be sent

beginning in May.

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)

:

Monthly pledge payments are taken

directly out of your checking or savings

account. No hassle of writing and
mailing a monthly check.

Fill out the withdrawal authorization

on your pledge card and include a

voided check. EFTs begin on the 1 5th of

each month after your pledge card and

authorization materials are received.

Credit Card Payments: Possibly

the easiest method, and you may benefit

from rewards on your card, such as

airline miles or cash back; and you can

enjoy the ease of no paperwork.

Fill out the credit card authorization

on your pledge card; include type of card

and expiration date.

Credit card payments will be charged

on the 15th of the month after your

pledge card and authorization materials

are received.

Online Giving: You can now
give , online using a major credit card

at www.charlottediocese.org/giving.

html. No hassle, no paperwork, no
mailings involved.

Stock Donation: Make a donation

of publicly traded securities and
receive the tax benefits for giving

appreciated stock. A stock donation

form and instructions can be downloaded

from the diocesan Web site at

www.charlottediocese.org/giving.

html, or call Barbara Gaddy at (704)

370-3302.
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Parish goals for DSA 2007
PUIIDPU / MICCiAU

1 T oUAL

Our Lady of the Annunciation Church Albemarie 24,602

Holy Redeemer Church Andrews 5,081

St. Barnabas Church Arden 77,712

St. Joseph Church Asheboro 39,661

Basilica of St. Lawrence Asheville 49,560

St. Joan of Arc Church Asheville 22,201

St. Eugene Church Asheville 78,880

Queen of the Apostles Church Belmont 39,786

St. Elizabeth Church Boone 39,114

Divine Redeemer Church Boonville 13,070

Sacred Heart Church Brevard 46,987

St Joseph Church Bryson City 5,701

Sacred Heart Mission Burnsville 5,168

Our Lady of the Americas Church Candor 11,528

Immaculate Conception Mission Canton 4,234

St. Jude Mission Cashiers 18,828

St. Peter Church Chariotte 75,582

St. Thomas Aquinas Church Chariotte 109,087

St. Joseph Vietnamese Church Chariotte 17,6Z4

St. John Neumann Church Chariotte 87,617

Our Lady of the Assumption Church Chariotte 41,533

St John Lee Korean Church Chariotte 16,064

St Luke Church Chariotte 67,356

St. Vincent de Paul Church Chariotte 106,925

Our Lady of Consolation Church Chariotte 45,935

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church Charlotte 42,999

St Patrick Cathedral Chariotte 80,440

St Gabriel Church Chariotte 285,188

St Ann Church Chariotte 54,853

St Matthew Church Chariotte 400,175

Our Lady of Guadalupe Missbn Cherokee 2,929

Holy Family Church Clemmons 108,423

St James the Greater Church Concord 77,606

Holy Spirit Church Denver 29,424

St. Joseph of the Hills Church Eden 9,804

St Stephen Mission Elkin 6,651

Immaculate Conception Church Forest City 24,879

St Francis of Assisi Church Franklin 24,776

St Michael Church Gastonia 69,461

Our Lady of Grace Church Greensboro 126,216

St. Benedict Church Greensboro 22,098

St Paul the Apostle Church Greensboro 140,315

St Pius X Church Greensboro 107,204

St Mary Church Greensboro 33,541

St James the Greater Church Hamlet 12.309

Immaculate Heart of Mary Mission Hayesville 19,605

Immaculate Conception Church Hendersonville 101,890

St Aloysius Church Hickory 91,764

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church High Point 106,716

Christ the King Church High Point 16,283

Our Lady of the Mountains Church. Highlands 16,714

St Mari< Church Huntersville 145,894

St Francis of Assisi Church Jefferson 12,019

§t Joseph Church Kannapolis 18,083

Holy Cross Church Kemersvllle 61,461

Good Shepherd Mission King 12,668

Christ the King Mission Kings Mountain 5,411

St Francis of Assisi Church Lenoir 21,659

Our Lady of the Rosary Church Lexington 15,691

St. Dorothy Church Lincolnton 17,734

St. Bemadette Mission Linville 17,171

St. Margaret Church Maggie Valley 19,122

Our Lady of the Angels Church Marion • 8,861

St. Andrew the Apostle Church Mars Hill 8,029

St. Francis of Assisi Church
.
Mocksville 16,505

Our Lady of Lourdes Church Monroe 40,552

St. Therese Church Mooresville 130,409

St. Charles Borromeo Church Morganton 38,599

Holy Angels Church Mount Airy 20,533

St. William Church Murphy 22,062

St Joseph Church Newton 17,325

St. John Baptist de La Salle Church North Wilkesboro 12,443

Holy Infant Church Reidsville 14,404

Prince of Peace Mission Robbinsville 2,851

Sacred Heart Church Salisbury 72,708

St. Mary Church Shelby 27,451

St. Frances of Rome Mission Sparta 7,072

St. Helen Mission Spencer Mountain 5,381

St. Lucien Church Spruce Pine 7,580

St Philip the Apostle Church • Statesville 41,334

St. Margaret Mary Church Swannanoa 19,773

St. Mary Church Sylva 16,989

Holy Trinity Church Taylorsville 10,617

Our Lady of the Highways Church Thomasville 15,795

St. John the Baptist Church Tryon 26,415

Sacred Heart Mission Wadesboro 3,526

St. John the Evangelist Church Waynesville 17,645

Our Lady of Mercy Winston-Salem 68,274

St. Benedict the Moor Church Winston-Salem 12,887

St. Leo the Great Church Winston-Salem 144,400

Our Lady of Fatima Church Winston-Salem 10,568

DSA helps fund ministries,

programs in diocese

DSA, from page 1

This year's campaign, which runs

Feb. 3 through March 11, has a goal of

$4.25 million.

Contributions to the DSA provide

funds for 30 ministries offering more
than 50 programs, including Catholic

Social Services; educational, housing and

multicultural ministries; and vocations.

"We're all called by Christ through

our baptism to play some role in

building the kingdom of God," said

Barbara Gaddy, associate director of

diocesan development.

Some are called to be priests, deacons

or religious. Others serve as RCIA team

members, catechists, on parish councils

or in any of dozens of ministries.

"One way we can each answer the

call is by contributing to the DSA,"
said Gaddy.

"We're each called to look beyond

our own personal needs and the needs

of our parishes to the big picture: how
we minister to one another here in the

Diocese of Charlotte," she said.

In his letter. Bishop Jugis said that

prayer and financial support are two
ways to respond to the educational,

multicultural, vocation, housing
and social services needs of our
growing diocese.

The ministries funded by the DSA
fulfill the needs of others by feeding

the hungry, providing education,

evangelizing and in many other ways.

"Your gift provides training for

catechists who are entrusted with the

teaching mission of .the church," he

said. "It helps send Hispanic ministers

to address the concerns of the fastest-

growing segment of the diocese."

Dissecting the DSA
Each ofthe 92 parishes and missions

withinthe Diocese ofCharlotte is assigned

a target— "their share ofthe overall goal

of $4.25 million," said Bill Weldon,

chief financial officer for the Diocese

of Charlotte. "This is accomplished by

using a formula established by a task

force of lay people, pastors and finance

council representatives."

Parish offertory from the last fiscal

year is the starting point, said Weldon.

Then, 25 percent of the parish subsidy to

Catholic schools is subtracted from the

parish offertory. The resulting nimiber is

the basis for a mathematical computation

that determines each parish's pro-rata

share of the DSA goal.

"If, through parishioner
contributions, a particular pafish goes

over its target, the excess is rebated to the

parish," said Weldon. "If a parish falls

short of its target, the parish is expected

to make up the difference from its

own budget."

Plarming for this year's DSA began

last fall as budgeting for the 2007-2008

fiscal year began. Establishing the

current goal of $4.25 million involved

"We're each called to look

beyond our own personal needs

and the needs of our parishes to

the big picture: how we minister

to one another."
— Barbara Gaddy

account-by-account budgets for each

program and ministry that receives DSA
funding, said Weldon.

"Two components — program
changes and cost increases — are

examined when establishing the DSA
budget," he said. "We've tried very hard

to limit cost increases while expanding

program services."

The $4.25 million goal represents an

increase of 3.7 percent over last year's

goal. The amount budgeted for each

ministry is published in this issue ofThe
Catholic News & Herald on page 8.

"As the people of the diocese

entrust us with their gifts, we are then

accountable to them for the use of these

resources," said Weldon.

"We are committed to the highest

standards of fiscal integrity and-

accountability," he said. "The diocese

has procedures in place to direct the

disbursement of fiinds in accordance

with donor intent and to ensure that

all financial activity is accounted
for properly."

"Financial oversight is provided by
annual financial audits and the diocesan

finance council," said Weldon.

A complete financial report of

the previous year is published as a

supplement to The Catholic News &
Herald in the fall ofeach year. The report

includes a breakdown of DSA fianding

by ministry.

Answering the call

During the past week, registered

parishioners received pledge cards and

letters at their homes from Bishop Jugis,

asking for their support of the DSA.
Parishioners have several ways to

donate to the DSA, including credit card

payment, elecfronic funds fransfer and

online giving. Parishioners who choose

to be billed will be sent reminder cards

beginning in May. Contributions may be

paid over a period of six months.

"Jesus himself called disciples to

go out and spread the Good News,"

said Bishop Jugis. "He commissioned

them to use their gifts to help build

the Kingdom."

"I am confident that your response to

that same challenge will help us meet our

goal for DSA 2007," he said. "How will

you answer the call?"

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE INFO?
For more information on this year's

Diocesan Support Appeal, visit

www.charlottediocese.org/
developmentoffiGe.html.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

American's donation lets pope peruse

oldest copy of St. Luke's Gospel
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A

donation to the Vatican by a U.S.

businessman enabled Pope Benedict

XVI to peruse a few pages of the oldest

existing copy of the Gospel of St. Luke
and one ofthe oldest copies ofthe Gospel

of St. John.

The Catholic businessman, Frank

Hanna III, and his family were present

in the pope's library Jan. 22 when Pope
Benedict got his first look at pages fi"om

the famous Bodmer Papyrus XTV-XV.
Hanna is the Atlanta-based chief

executive officer of HBR Capital Ltd.,

an investment management company,
and co-chairman of President George

W. Bush's Presidential Advisory
Commission on Educational Excellence

for Hispanic Americans.

Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran,
the Vatican's archivist and librarian,

presented both the papyrus and the

Hanna family to the pope.

The Bodmer Papyrus XIV-XV,
handwritten in Greek around the year

200, contains "about half of each of the

Gospels of Lxike and John," Cardinal

Tauran explained. "With this new
precious papyrus, the library of the pope
possesses the most ancient witness of

the Gospel of Luke and among the most
ancient of the Gospel of John."

For the presentation. Cardinal Tauran

and his staff brought only a few pages of

the papyrus to the papal apartment.

He invited the pope to meditate "in

fi-ont of that which can be considered a

true relic, given that the church has always

venerated the divine Scriptures just as she

venerates the body ofthe Lord."

Claudio Piazzoni, vice prefect ofthe

Vatican Library, said the new acquisition

includes the oldest existing copy of the

Lord's Prayer, which is found in Luke
11:1-4. The new acquisitions join the

Bodmer Papyrus VUI, a copy ofthe First

and Second Letters of St. Peter, which
Martin Bodmer personally gave to Pope
Paul VI in 1969.

Before the Bodmer documents were

discovered in Egypt in 1952, biblical

scholars relied on references to the

Gospels in the writings ofthe early church

theologians to assert that by the year 100

the Christian commimity had accepted

only four Gospels as inspired texts.

The Bodmer Papyrus XIV-XV,
containing the lasttwo Gospels, provides

concrete evidence that the foior Gospels

were circulating among Christian

communities as a complete set by the

year 200, although the twin papyrus

containing the Gospels of St. Mattiiew

and St. Mark has not been found.

The Vatican took possession of the

pap5Tus in late November and already

new discoveries about it have been made,

the Vatican newspaper said.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: FEB. 11, 2007

Come celebrate with us!

Belmont Abbey College will host a

Harambe Mass
in the Abbey BasiUca on Sunday, February 25 at 7 p.m.

Monsignor Maurido West, Vicar General and Chancellor of the Diocese of

Charlotte, will serve as celebrant. He will be joined by the Perpetual Hope Gospel

Choir and the Kabaka Dancers for this special Mass in honor of Black History

Month. Haram^ is an African word meaning "togetherness" or "unity.

"

The public is invited to a^end.

join our Oratom Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHER
Aj priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves Cod's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more about serving God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 1 1 586
rockhmoratory.coiii Rock Hill, SC 2973 1 - 1 586

Feb. 1 1 , Sixth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Jeremiah 17:5-8

Psahn 1:1-2,3,4,6

2) 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20

3) Gospel: Luke 6:17, 20-26

Only in God
do we find true
meaning

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The Manhattan restaurant was
packed with customers enjoying a fine

dining experience before hurrying on to

the theater for an evening show.

Suddenly the excited hum of the

atmosphere was silenced by the angry

shouts of a customer. All eyes turned to

the 20-year-old waiter stoically enduring

the loud, blistering complaint ofa woman
jabbing her finger in the air at him.

This was the worst service she'd ever

seen; she was going to be late! The young
waiter's face reddened as he apologized.

The manager intervened and later

assured the waiter he'd done nothing

wrong. The young man was embarrassed.

It ruined his day, but not his life.

Luckily, he'd learned fi-om-a similar

experience years before in high school.

His baseball team was slumping, and the

coach regularly rebuked the players for

lacking talent.

When practice began to conflict with

;

rehearsals for the school musical, the

boy asked to leave practice early. Thei
coach refused, but not before uttering a

few snide comments about participating

in theater.

But the boy knew what was in his

own heart. He was directing the music
he'd composed for this play, which was

!

written by a fellow student.

He spoke respectfully to his coach.

He thanked him, said he appreciated the

experience and regretted that he had to

quit because of the conflict.

The coach's response was to say

nothing at all, snatch his uniform from
his hands and yell at another player that

he had a better shirt for him now.

The musical, however, was an
exhilarating, fulfilling success. In the

excitement, the baseball experience

quickly faded. What the coach said or

thought didn't matter.

Failure, isolation, hurt, insults. They
force our deepest search for strength and
assurance.

This weekend's first reading explains

that human beings' capacity to provide

understanding or acceptance is shallow.

True, deep strength will be found only

through the one who created us.

In the Gospel, Jesus' Beatitudes

tell us not that we must be poor to have
the kingdom of God or that we must
be himgry to be filled. He is telling us

that when we are poor and alone, and

when we are hungry— or sorrowing or

insulted— is when we find God.

Finding God, we come to the core

meaning of our lives.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 4 - 10

Sunday (Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 6:1-8, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Luke 5:1-11;

Monday (St. Agatha), Genesis 1:1-19, iVIarIc 6:53-56; Tuesday (St. Paul Miki & Compan-
ions), Genesis 1:20 — 2:4, Marl< 7:1-13; Wednesday, Genesis 2:4-9, 15-17, Maxk 7:14-23;

Thursday, Genesis 2:18-25, IVIarl^ 7:24-30; Friday, Genesis 3:1-8, Mari< 7:31-37; Saturday

(St. Scholastica), Genesis 3:9-24, Marl< 8:1-10.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 11 - 17

Sunday (Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Jeremiah 17:5-8, 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20.

Luke 6:17, 20-26; Monday, Genesis 4:1-15,25 Marie 8:11-13; Tuesday, Genesis 6:5-8, 7:1-5.

Mark 8:14-21
;
Wednesday (Sts. Cyril and Methodius), Genesis 8:6-13, 20-22, Marit 8:22-26;

Thursday, Genesis 9:1-13, Mari< 8:27-33; Friday, Genesis 11:1-9, Mari( 8:34— 9:1; Saturday

(Seven Servite Founders), Hebrews 11:1-7, Mark 9:2-13.

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

HDi

12D3

Sanlf

(Iliesi

•1^

f

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas

Cati
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The 'Challenge for Education'
Papal message urges media to protect

childrenfrom harmfulprograms

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOUC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Media
professionals, prior to offering violent

or sexually explicit films, cartoons

and video games as entertainment for

children or teens, should ask themselves

how young victims of abuse and
exploitation would view such products,

Pope Benedict XVI said.

In his message for World
Communications Day, which will be

celebrated May 20 in most countries, the

pope called forcooperationamong media,
parents, schools and parishes to protect

children from harmful programming
and to educate them in choosing their

entertainment wisely.

"Beauty, a kind of mirror of the

divine, inspires and vivifies young hearts

and minds, while ugliness and coarseness

have a depressing impact on attitudes

and behavior," said the message, released

Jan. 24 at the Vatican.

The pope chose "Children and the

Media: A Challenge for Education" as

the theme for the 2007 celebration.

The theme. Pope Benedict said,

is important because of the growing

influence of the media over people

around the world, and especially over

children, in some cases maybe even
rivaling the influence of the school, the

church and the home.

While acknowledging that most
media professionals try to do what
is right, he said they often are forced

to compromise because of financial

pressures.

"Any trend to produce programs and

products — including animated films and

video games — which in the name of

entertainment exalt violence and portray

anti-social behavior or the trivialization of

human sexuality is a perversion," he said.

"How could one explain this

'entertainment' to the countless innocent

young people who actually suffer

violence, exploitation and abuse?" Pope
Benedict asked.

In choosing what children will watch

or listen to, the pope encouraged a mainly

positive approach.

"Children exposed to what is

aesthetically and morally excellent are

helped to develop appreciation, prudence

and the skills of discernment," he said.

The example of what parents watch

and listen to, and access to children's

classics in literature, fine arts and music,

will help young people learn to enjoy and

prefer what is beautiful, he said.

"So often freedom is presented as

a relentless search for pleasure or new
experiences," the pope wrote. "Yet this is

a condemnation, not a liberation!"

"True freedom could never condemn
the individual— especially a child— to

an insatiable quest for novelty," he said.

The pope called on the media "to

safeguard the common good, to uphold

the truth, to protect individual human
rights and promote respect for the needs

of the family."

CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGES
11 Days Pilgrimage to Poland and Prague. Aug 27-Sep 6, 2007. $2950 pp. Includes 2 nights in

Warsaw, 2 nights Czestrochowa, 3 nights each in Krakow & Prague. Fr. Price Oswalt from OKC

11 Days Italian Shrines. Sep 22-Oct 3, 2007. $2990 pp. Includes 2 nights each in Venice &

Assisi, 3 nights each in Florence & Rome. Visit Padua, Ravenna & Siena. Fr. Krempa from

Winchester, VA

12 Days Fatima & Spain. Oct 8-19, $2750 pp. Includes 3 nights each Fatima & Madrid, 2 nights

Santiago de Compostela, 1 night each in Burgos & Avila. Visit Toledo. Fr That Son from WV.

Includes air from Raleigh, Charlotte and Greensboro; daily breakfast and dinners. Call John

Tagnesi at 888-544-4461.

(These are privately-sponsored trips, not affiliated with the Diocese of Charlotte.)

Making your will?

Request a free Wills Kit from
Catholic Relief Services.

It will help you practice good stewardship

and create a lasting legacy to help

the poor overseas.

1-800-235-2772 ext.7318

Move over sports stars: Collectible

Swiss Guard stickers hit market

Album includes Guard history, portraits

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Move over

baseball players and soccer stars — an

Italian publisher is hoping to hook young

collectors on the Swiss Guards.

To honor the guards in their 500th

year of service to the popes, the publisher

has released a deluxe collector's album

with 250 different stickers.

"The Guardian Angels of the Pope"

is heavy on images and light on text, but

the brief explanations of each sticker are

provided in both Italian and English.

The images used were chosen and

the explanations written by Giovanni

Morelli, the retired Vatican Library

employee who served as researcher and

curator of the 2006 Vatican exhibition on

the history of the Swiss Guards.

Claudio Ventrella, editorial director

of Pubblicazioni CoUezionare Cultura,

said the sticker collection fits perfectly

with the company's commitment to using

sticker mania to promote appreciation

of Italy's culture, including its religious

historyand heritage.

The company already has sold

200,000 albums and some 20 million

stickers in its two series on the saints,

he said.

But while the saints' albums and

stickers are sold separately through

Italian newsstands, the Swiss Guards'

special edition is sold in bookstores or

over the Internet in a box with the album

and all the stickers ready to be affixed.

The album includes the history ofthe

Swiss Guards, illustrated with portraits

of all the popes of the past 500 years and

the 33 commanders who have led the

corps over the course of five centuries..

Vittorio Pranzini, who worked with

Morelli in putting the book together,

says he has no doubt the more serious

collectors will be most interested in

the second chapter: a look at how the

guards' uniforms have changed through

the years.

The album also includes photo-

stickers of the daily work and life of

the guards as they watch over the pope,

patrol the Vatican and train in the use of

their medieval halberds.

As the success of the saints' series

has shown, he said, stickers are "a

wiiming formula for joining fiin and

curiosity with culture and faith."

ave a Legacy Tkrou^k
an Endowment

when you establish an enJoivment with the

diocesan foundation, you...

Enaljle Perpetual Support, Ever>' year, your "legacy"

flows witk financieJ aiti to tlie ministry you clioose.

Ensure a Strong Future. y\llow a pa risk, scliool, agency

or tlie diocese to look akeail and plan wilk coiii&dence.

Enact a l asting Legacy. Provide your loved ones witk

a continuing reminder of your values — your faitk and

tke mission of tke ckurcli.

To receive the free booklet "Better Estate Planning" contactJudy Smith, Director ofPlanned Giving,

704-370-3320: 1123 S. Church St.. Charlotte, NC28203.jmsmith@charlottediocese.org.

Attention: Honieowfiers...Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting a!l day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste lime waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charioite (704) 795-9349 co«cord

Serving Mecidenburg and Cabamis counties

ww\v.3wayplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church
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Young in faith

Courtesy Photo

Julie Le holds a poster as Miguel Rodriguez explains the symbols chosen to represent their group, which

they named "Team Saints," during a confirmation class retreat at St. Ann Church in Charlotte Jan. 20. Le

and Rodriguez were among 32 confirmation candidates attending the retreat.

Preparing to be confirmed
CHARLOTTE— A group of young

people have moved a few steps further

along in their faith.

Confirmation candidates at St. Aim
Church recently participated in a retreat

at the church Jan. 20.

The 32 candidates preparing for the

sacrament of confirmation participated

in the retreat, facilitated by Sister of

St. Joseph Judith Monahan, pastoral

associate at St. Ann Church.

In one of the retreat's exercises, the

members of the confirmation class broke

into groups and prepared posters that

represented the members of their group.

Confirmation is one of the three

sacraments of initiation, along with

baptism and the Eucharist, in the belief

of Catholics, Orthodox and some
other churches.

Among Latin-rite Catholics in

many countries and most areas of the

United States, confirmation usually is

administered during the teen years to

those baptized in infancy.

Coring for Charlotte Area Cotholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

hEwen
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

^^The Catholic— Conference
xll Center

www.cattioiicconference.org

1 551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

info@ cathoficconference.org

ATTENTION READES! HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?
If you have photos or information about a parish-, school- or Catholic organization-

based event, send them to be printed in The Catholic News & Herald. For submissions,

e-mail catholicnews(gcharlottediocese.org. For story leads, contact Staff Writer Karen

A. Evans at (704) 370-3354 or e-mail kaevans@chgarlottediocese.org

Providing help. Creating hope. Changing lives.

Catholic Social Services — The Diocese of Charlotte

Executive Director: Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227

Associate Director: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3250

Refugee Office: Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930

Family Life: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3228

Justice and Peace: Joe Purello (704) 370-3225

OEO/CSS Murphy Satellite Office (828) 835-3535

Charlotte Region: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

Area Director; Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Debra Braese (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second St., Winston-Salem, NC 27108

Area Director: Gerard Carter (Interim) (336) 727-0705

Greensboro Satellite Office (336) 274-5577

Latino Family Center (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

1123 South Church Street, Charlotte NC 28203

www.cssnc.org

Catholic Social Services

Diocese of Chariotte

St. Luke Catholic Church Raleigh, NC
A parish of 650 families with well- established Faith Formation programs, seeks two
dynamic individuals, soundly steeped in the Tradition of the Church, to fill two
full-time positions; offering competitive salaries:

1) Director of Faith Formation

2) Director of Youth Ministry

Please go to parish web site www.stlukeonline.com for application information.

SALES REPRESENTATIVES
J.S. Paluch Co., established in 1913, the nation's oldest Catholic Publisher, is now

interviewing for the position of Sales Representatives for

parish church bulletins Realistic eamings potential of 40K+,

health insurance, paid vacation, 401 K. Some travel required.

Self-motivation a must. Bilingual helpful in some areas. To

an-ange an interview call Les Black at 800-432-3240. Seniors

welcome to apply. EOE

Classifieds

FOR RENT

VILLA: Isles of Palms, SC (Charleston area):

3 BD, 3BA. Resort community. Walk to beach,

pool, golf, tennis. Tropical, upscale decor. Extended

stay discounts available. 703-255-0572

TOWNHOME: Lovely one-story townhome
at Lake Norman. 2 bedrooms - 2 baths. Lots of

storage. Walking distance to shopping center.

$900/month includes water. Call 704-995-6455.

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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Warming hearts and bodies

Courtesy Photo

Children in the preschool/kindergarten class at St. Charles Borremeo Church in

Morganton are pictured with winter coats they collected as part ofa January service

project.

The class, part oftheparishfaithformation program, was asked by their catechists to

make a list ofways to help others; the children wanted to collect and donate coats to

Burke United Christian Ministries, an organization providing daytime group carefor

adults in need ofsocial stimulation to combat depression, who have dementia or who

are in need ofsupervision.

The children plan to collect and donate books during Lent.

The Magi in Arden

Courtesy Photo

Children representing the Magi, or the three Wise Men, present "gold" coins to those

participating in the Mass celebrating the Epiphany at St. Barnabas Church in Arden

Jan. 7.

After the Mass, celebrated by Father Dean Cesa, pastor, parishioners gatheredfor a

potluck meal and Christmas melodies in the parish hall.

The feast of the Epiphany, Jan. 6, marks the manifestation of Jesus as savior to

the world.

The New Testament account reveals how the three Wise Men were guided to Bethlehem

by a star and were thefirst to come and adore Jesus.

Weekend Experience • February 23 - 25

Have you ever cnisid^ecl a monasfe vocation?

Young, professional n%n, age 21 -40, can experimce a weekaid living ttie monastic life with the m(»iks of

Belmont Abbey, ^ace is limited, so please make your resavation now.

For reservations or questions, contact Abbot Placid Solari, O.S.B. at 704-825>6675 or email PlacidSolari@bac.edu

J



14 The Catholic News & Herald February 2, 2007

Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

God shows up iffmany
unexpected ways
Miracles big and small abound to help us

along in life

I've always believed that miracles

abooind, defined, ofcourse, inuncountable

ways. I have just lived through an

experience that underscores that belief.

In late October, at the end of the

5 o'clock evening Mass in my parish,

the priest said in the announcements

that a parish nurse would be taking

blood pressures for all who wanted to

avail themselves of that gratis service. I

thought that was so generous, so human.

I hadn't had my blood pressure taken

in years, so I decided to meet the nurse

to thank her for her generosity and see

what my reading was. It took no time at

all, for nurse Norma Fogarty recognized

me as "the writer," and we had a great

conversation.

But most important, she showed
concern that my blood pressure was too

high. She asked me when I had last seen

a doctor.

I couldn't remember but guessed it

had been maybe eight to 10 years ago.

She urged me to get a physical.

Well I did, and what Dr. Kenneth

Pellegrino, surprised to see me after all

those years, found was a nasty surprise,

verified by some tests and a CT scan: I

had a tumor in my left kidney, probably

cancerous.

He sent me to a team of urology

surgeons who said the kidney had to be

cut out.

Meanwhile I had started doing some
investigating on my own and discovered

that some urology surgeons in the

nation were doing "minimally invasive"

urologic surgery. That appealed to me
more than cutting out my kidney!

With the help ofmy college professor

sister Jeannette Oppedisano, we started

investigating the options. A fi-iend of

hers, who had done some work in New
York city hospitals, suggested I contact

Columbia University Presbyterian

Hospital where she knew "cutting edge"

kidney surgery was being done.

Since three of my children live in

Manhattan, they were anxious to have me
close by them if I had"to have surgery.

The Bottom

Line

ANTOINETTE
BOSCO

CNS COLUMNIST

^^^^^

I contacted the urology department

there and to my surprise had a very

informative phone conversation with

Dr. Jaime Landman, the surgeon, who
explained to me the iimovative procediire

he uses. I heard new phrases like

"minimally invasive," "laparoscopy" and

then terms I understood, like this surgery

involves no cutting, it leaves only four

"small holes" on the abdomen and
removes only the cancer, leaving much
of the kidney to heal.

I had the surgery done Jan. 4,

was home Jan. 7, had manageable and

minimal pain and many signs that I

would be my "old self in a couple of

weeks. I need no chemo treatments and I

still have two thirds ofmy kidney left.

I am a witness to the miracles of

modern medicine in the hands of a

wonderful physician, like Landman. But

what was the first miracle here?

One of the medical people I spoke to

along the way, who knew Pellegrino had

discovered a problem in his exam and

sent me for the CT scan, said, "He saved

your life."

I smiled and said, "No, Norma
Fogarty saved my life."

If I had not seen the parish nurse

and not taken her advice after the blood

pressure screening, I probably would not

have gone to a doctor until body pain

forced me to. Then it may have been too

late!

Miracles, big and small, strange and

unexpected — they do abound, mostly

camouflaged, but always the sign that

God shows up in unexpected ways!

Answer the Call'
DSA a way to answer God's call to service

In this day of modem technology,

many of us know exactly who is calling

before we answer the phone. In fact, it

is possible to be on the phone with one

person andknow the identity ofsomeone
else who is trying to call in.

When I thought about the theme of

this year's Diocesan Support Appeal,

"Answer the Call," I couldn't help but

wonder how I would respond if I saw
God on my phone's caller ID feature.

Why would God be calling me?
What could God possibly want fi-om me?
Should I answer it, or just pretend I am
not home? After all, if it is important, he

will probably call back or call me on my
cell phone.

However, this is God calling, so not

answering the phone is not an option. I

must answer the call.

"Hello, God. This is Barbara, but

then you already knew Aat. After all

you Imew me before I was even bom,"
I would say. "What can I do for you
today?"

"There are so many needs in the

Diocese of Charlotte. I was hoping you
could help," says God. "Our Catholic

Church is growing in western North

Carolina, and I see so many children,

teens and adults who are eager to leam
more about their faith.

"I have noticed a large number of

elders in our parishes who are eager to

worship and socialize with one another.

The diocese is now home to thousands

of people fi-om other cultures who are

struggling to worship and work in a new
country.

'T see yoimg people ready to embark
on a lifetime of wedded bliss who need

preparation for the changes about to take

place in their lives. I see people living

in poverty, who are in need of help and

economic opportunities.

"I coimted 22 young men who are

called to the priesthood and are in need

of seminarian education.

"There are countless people who are

seeking counseling and guidance," says

God. "There are so many needs, Barbara,

and I am calling for your help."

Wow, now I know why I would be a

little hesitant to answer the phone.

I know God has given me certain

Guest

Column

BARBARA
GADDY

GUEST COLUMNIST

talents that could help in some of the

areas he mentioned.

After all, I answered David's call

when he asked me to serve on my parish

RCIAteam. I said "yes" to Deacon Kevin
when he asked me to serve as a "Why
Catholic?" facilitator. I responded to

Frank's call to teach spirituality in the

diocesan lay ministry training program.

But unfortunately I don't speak

another language, so I can't help in

multicultural ministry. I know nothing

about counseling, marriage preparation

or elder ministry. I would be totally inept

at preparingmen for the priesthood or the

permanent diaconate.

I need to find another way to answer

this call.

"I am fairly limited in what I can

do," I would tell God, "but I know some
wonderful people here in the diocesfe

who can help.

"We have ministries here that

respond to all of the needs you mention.

In fact, there are 30 ministries with more
than 50 different programs tljat address

everything fi-om education to vocations.

These ministries are funded by the

Diocesan Support Appeal.

"A gift to the DSA is a way that I can

answer your call and support all of these

needs," I say.

I get the sense that God would be

pleased. I know that my contribution

to the DSA will help meet the needs of

thousands throughout the diocese.

So fi-om now on when I see God on

my caller ED feature, I will answer much
like the prophet Samuel: "Speak Lord,

your servant is listening."

Barbara Gaddy is associate

director ofdevelopment for the Diocese

ofCharlotte.

WANT MORE INFO?

The 2007 Diocesan Support Appeal

runs Feb. 3-March 11. See articles and ,

information on pages 1 , 7, 8 and 9 for <

more information.

Too much criticism, or not

enough?
It was with great disappointment that

I read the letters to the editor fi-om my
fellow Catholics and their judgments on

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, also

a Catholic (Letters to the Editor: "Pelosi 's

Catholicism, agenda in question," Jan. 26).

I am disgusted with all the judging

and not "Catholic enough" viewpoints

that they voiced. Is this really modeling

the teachings ofJesus? Or is this modeling

the current social trend, especially in the

television media, to be loud, accusatory.

Letters to the Editor

angry and disrespectful?

Let us return to a civil and loving

dialogue with one another and recognize

that ev^one should be treated with

dignity and respect.

— David Matvey
Charlotte

1 was very impressed with the letters

to the editor published regarding the

"Catholicism" of Speaker Nancy Pelosi

and other Washington politicians.

After reading the very insightful

letter from the eighth-grader, I am
wondering what kind of message we
are sending to our children and to non-

Catholics in this coimtry ifwe do not take

a public stand against those who defame

our church and its teachings.

It seems that on one hand we try to

teach what Jesus taught, but on the other

we say nothing when those in public

office go against those teachings, thereby

giving our younger generation a very

mixed message.
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The church can not remain silent any

longer. Our children are watching us.

— Linda Diorio

WRFFE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR

Letters must be originals of 250 words or less, pertain

to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and

be in good taste. Letters must include the name,

address and daytime phone number of the writer for
\^ ^

purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed

due to space limitations and edited for clarity, style 1

and factual accuracy. \ ^

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News &
"^""^

Herald, P.O. Box37267, Chariotte, N.C. 28237, ore-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

fclude
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Prenatal diagnosis
Medical advances can both help and

harm culture of life

Guest

Column

The push for prenatal diagnostic

tests for pregnant mothers just became
stronger. Recently, the American College

of Obstetricians and Gynecologists

(ACOG) began recommending that every

pregnant woman, regardless of age, be

offered a choice of tests to determine

whether her baby has Down Syndrome.

The reason for this recommendation

is, first of all, that although the common
practice has been to recommend these

tests forwomen over 35, doctors point out

that there is no single event that happens

at age 35 to make Down Syndrome more
likely. The scale of risk is a continuum.

Secondly, ACOG points out that

new methods of testing have been
developed that are less invasive. Their

top recommendation simply involves

ultrasound and a blood test.

Aside from the medical questions,

however, many moral questions arise.

Are such tests morally permissible?

What are they meant to accomplish? Is

undue pressure being placed on pregnant

mothers to have these tests? Is pressure

being put on them to abort?

Pope John Paul II addressed the

issue of prenatal diagnosis in his 1995

encyclical, "Evangelium Vitae" ("The

Gospel of Life").

Special attention, he said, must
be given to evaluating the morality of

prenatal diagnostic techniques which

enable the early detection of possible

anomalies in the imbom child. In view

ofthe complexity ofthese techniques, an

accurate and systematic moral judgment

is necessary.

When they do not involve
disproportionate risks for the child

and the mother, and are meant to make
possible early therapy or even to favor

a serene and informed acceptance of the

child not yet bom, these techniques are

morally licit.

But since the possibilities of

prenatal therapy are today still limited,

it not infrequently happens that these

techniques are used with a eugenic

intention that accepts selective abortion

in order to prevent the birth of children

affected by various types of anomalies.

Such an attitude is shamefril and

utterly reprehensible, since it presumes

to measure the value ofa human life only

within the parameters of "normality"

and physical well-being, thus opening

the way to legitimizing infanticide and

euthanasia as well.

The Ca&olic Church's approach is

quite balanced. Diagnosis, not immoral

in itself must have a proper purpose and

motive. In some ways, diagnosis advances

a culture oflife, because the unborn child is

medical science's newest patient

FATHER FRANK
PAVONE

CNS COLUMNIST

I have been privileged to participate

in conferences of fetal surgeons, and

this branch of medicine can serve life in

increasingly effective ways.

Yet, every tool can be used forgood or

for harm. Dr. Jerome Lejeune, a strongly

pro-life geneticist who discovered the

origins ofDown Syndrome, lamented the

fact that this knowledge was sometimes

being used for a "search and destroy"

mission.

And it is no secret that there is

a bias among medical professionals

to recommend abortion when test

results indicate even a hint (sometimes

mistakenly) of Down Syndrome, as

Brian Skotko of the National Down
Syndrome Congress found out when he

surveyed 2,945 mothers of children with

this condition.

Let's stand both for the advancement

of the treatment of the unborn, and
against the deadly mentality that pushes

to kill the less than perfect.

Father Pavone is national director

ofPriestsfor Life.

A fresh start for the

new year
Another year brings many opportunities for

planning

Now that we've begun another

year, many of us are enjoying a sense of
renewal and the motivation that comes
with it. Some of us have resolved to

finish tasks and projects left undone
before we take on new goals.

If 2007 inspires you to review or

begin your estate plan, here's a quick

outline experts suggest to help you'

prepare your will. Reflecting on these

questions will allow you to have your

ideas recorded in logical order and save

you time and expense when you meet
with your attorney or financial advisor.

A practical starting point can be the

'Four Ps" of estate planning.

1) People — Who is important

to you?

Start with those who are dependent

m you for financial support: your spouse,

hildren, parents, siblings, grandchildren

or others. Record each person's name,
age and relationship to you.

Then consider your parish. Catholic

school. Catholic agency, the diocesan

foundation or the Diocese of Charlotte,

ilong with anyone else you may want to

include in your estate plan.

2) Property— What do you own?
Everyone has an estate, not just the

wealthy. Include everything of value in

this list, as this is what makes up your

estate: your house(s), automobile(s),

cash, savings accounts, securities, real

estate, life insurance, stocks, bonds and

retirement plan assets, art, jewelry and

any other property of value.

List the present value of each item,

what it cost and any income it provides.

List any mortgages or other debts also.

3) Plans — How do you wish to

distribute your property?

Jot down your ideas as you answer

this question and think about who will

receive the property you own. The goal

here is to match your property to the

people and organizations you decide

to include, with loved ones provided

for first.

You may want to designate specific

items to some, while' others would
receive a dollar amount or percentage

of your estate. You are the only one who
can make these decisions based on your

desires and the needs of each heir.

4) Planners—Who can help you put

Guest

Column

JUDY SMITH
GUEST COLUMNIST

your plans in action?

In order for your planning to result in

the distribution you intend, it's important

to have the best possible professional

advice. Your attorney can draft your will

arid offer suggestions for the very best

ways to accomplish your wishes.

Additional financial advisors may
be needed as well, depending on the

complexity ofyour estate.

Take advantage of the motivation

that comes with the start of a new
year. Take time now to do some estate

planning, including drafting or revising

your will, as you look to those things you
have been putting off and begin to focus

on goals for this year.

Judy Smith is director of planned
givingfor the Diocese ofCharlotte.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information and a free copy

of tlie booklet "Better Estate Planning,"

contact Judy Smith at (704) 370-3320 or

jmsmith@charlottediocese.org.

Pope says he's

consoled by

stories of apostles,

disciples arguing

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI said he finds consolation

in the New Testament stories of the

apostles and first disciples arguing with

each other.

Pope Benedict spoke Jan. 31 about

St. Paul and St. Barnabas arguing over

whether they should take another person

with them on a mission.

"So, even among saints there are

contrasts, disagreements, controversies,"

the pope said.

"This appears very consoling to me,

because we see that the saints did not

drop as saints from heaven. They were

men like us with problems and even with

sins," the pope said.

"Holiness consists not in never

having made a mistake or sirmed," he

said, but rather it grows with "conversion,

repentance, with a willingness to start

over and, especially, with the ability to

reconcile and forgive."

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience Jan. 31.

Dear brothers and sisters.

In today's catechesis, we consider

three of the most important companions

of St. Paul in his missionary preaching of

the Gospel: Barnabas, Silas and Apollos.

Barnabas, a native of Cj^jrus, was

among the first to accept the Gospel, and he

defended before the Jerusalem community

the sincerity of Paul's conversion.

He accompanied Paul on his first

missionary journey, took part in the

Council of Jerusalem (cf. Acts 15)

and later, after separating from Paul,

accompanied the young John Mark to

preach in Cyprus.

Silas, also known as Silvanus, was a

Jew and a respected member of the early

community, entrustedwithcommunicating

the decisions of the Council of Jerusalem

to the Christians ofAntioch.

He Was of great help to Paul on

his second missionary journey, both in

Macedonia and in Corinth.

Apollos, despite his pagan name,

was a devout Jew from Alexandria

and known as a powerful preacher and

teacher in the communities of Ephesus

and Corinth.

Reflecting on the example of these

three great co-workers of the apostle

Paul, dedicated to the Lord and his

good news, may we be inspired to a

deeper faith in Christ and an ever-more-

generous commitment to the spread of

the Gospel.

Upon you all, I invoke God's
blessings ofjoy and peace.
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A collection of faith
Postcard collection, school support help

student fight his cancer

BY MARJORIE WERTZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

LIGONIER, Pa. — While sixth-

grader Chad Scanlon has been battling

a cancerous brain tumor he has kept

his focus on other things, including

collecting postcards from all 50 states

and every country around the world.

The student at Holy Trinity School

in Ligonier became intrigued with

atlases and geography, so much so that

he created his own atlas last summer.

He and his family, parishioners of St.

Boniface Parish in Chestnut Ridge,

traveled to Belgium and several states

before he became ill.

"I'm a big geography person and

I like postcards because I can see the

scenery," said Chad, the son of James

and Marie Paule Scanlon.

His U.S. collection includes several

postcards ofWashington that were sent to

him from the office of President George

W. Bush. He was working on getting

postcards from Africa and Asia.

While he was receiving daily cancer

treatments in Pittsburgh, Chad and his

mother, who is the school's French

teacher, missed a lot of classes. The
treatment also caused his hair to fall out.

At the time, 20 ofhis classmates and two

teachers either cut their hair or shaved

their heads as a sign of support.

Chad said the haircuts made him feel

"loved and appreciated."

"It's awesome," he said.

Barbara Sabo, the school principal,

said the good deed went beyond the

school community because one woman
donated pizza to the students and another

woman wanted her knitting group to

make hats for the students.

Although Chad missed much of the

fall semester of school, he is a sfraight-

A student and started to attend school a

little more each week, Sabo said. Since

winter began, he has been attending

school full time and jump-roping when
he is not too tired. He hopes to compete

with the school jump-rope team in the

spring.

When he was missing classes, he

had some help with school studies from

his mother, his speech, physical and

occupational therapists, and some of the

Holy Trinity teachers.

Space is limited - call today!

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST OF IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 8 - 16, 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

• spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

• Knock - Mass at chiu'ch of heavenly apparition

• Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

• Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross reUc

• Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

• Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

• Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

• Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

• Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

• Beautiful Glendalough - 6* century monastic site of St. Kevin

• Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral,CConnell Street, shopping - PLUS much more!

$2,899 from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours

and admission fees to sites. Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

This is a diocesan-sponsored pilgrimage. For a brochure with complete details, call

Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost Tours at (800) 713-9800.

CNS PHOTO By Ed Zelachoski, The Cathouc Accent

Chad Scanlon, in a blue jacket, a sixth-grader at Holy Trinity School in Ligonier, Pa., is surrounded in

2006 by classmates, friends and teachers who had gotten buzz cuts to support him during his cancer

treatments. While Chad has been battling a brain tumor, he has kept his focus on other things, including

making a collection of postcards from all 50 states and every country around the world.

"My sister also helps me a lot," Chad
said of 10-year-old Sasha, a fifth-grade

student at Holy Trinity School.

He said receiving postcards from

various locations helped him know that

so many people v^^ere thinking of him
and praying for him. And now, although

his interest in geography continues, his

career goal of becoming a geographer

has changed.

"Now that I've gone through all my
physical therapies, I want to be a physical

therapist," he said.

WANT TO HELP?
Postcards for Chad Scanlon may be sent

to: Holy Trinity School, 327 W. Vincent St.,

Ligonier, PA 15658.

"I rolled

over today!"
The babv can ncfw roil over Snstd© tti© womb. Hef oil and swed"

giands are functioning, A wnitc fiimy ioyer called vernix covers

'he b-oby ana DPOtsc's ner deiicofe skin from the surrounding

arnniotic fJufd This waxy substance wtii b© quickly absorbed
into ner skin soon offer she is born. She can nov/ respond to

:-ou.''!d. Her 'ungs are fairfy weis developed and she wouid stond

a -good chance of .survival if born of this time
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Stewards of

the sick

Vari^rmney helps

provide free health care

to many

BY KATHLEEN HEALY
SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE —
For Dr. Colin Thomas, helping

others is what God wants him
to do.

Thomas relaxes in the

waiting room of the Free

Clinics in Hendersonville after

a morning spent at the local

hospice. The retired urologist,

and parishioner of Immaculate

Conception Church in

Hendersonville, maintains a

fiill schedule of volimteering

his time and talents as a board

member and fimdraiser for both

the clinics and hospice.

"When I retired, I made a

list of things I wanted to do,"

he said, before adding with an

easy smile, "this wasn't on the

See CLINICS, page 5

SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Celebrating Catholic schools

Courtesy Photo

Seventh-grader Michael Paul B^ks helps his "little buddy," third-grader Tim Thompson, with a poster based on the 2007

Catholic Schools Week theme, "Good News in Education," for the Buddies Poster Contest at Our Lady of Grace School in

Greensboro Jan. 29.

Building bridges of faith
Hispanic ministry promotes intercultural unity

CouRiBV Photo

Parishioners of St. Eugene Church in Asheville re-enact the appearance of Mary

to the peasant Juan Diego during a bilingual Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration

Dec. 10, 2006.

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

ASHEVILLE — Until

recently, St. Eugene Church,

Asheville's largest parish, had

little to offer the Hispanic

Catholic community.

Injust the past few months,
a vibrant Hispanic ministry has

taken shape at the 1,000-family

church, inviting hundreds of

Hispanic Catholics to share in

their faith, their parish and their

community with their English-

speaking neighbors.

During his pastorate in

the early 2000s, Father Frank

Cancro saw the need for more
outreach efforts to the growing

Hispanic population in the

Asheville area.

In 2005, Father John
Schneiderassumedthepastorate

of St. Eugene Church, and with

it Father Cancro's vision for

the development of a parish

See MINISTRY, page 13
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Dinners honor parishioners,

highlight parish diversity
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Vatican defends publisher;

novel becomes movie
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St. ?hilip the Apostle

Church in Statesvilk has
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Diocesan, national

schools celebrate

'Good News in

Education

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — For the

more than 7,500 students in

Catholic schools in the Diocese

of Charlotte, there is good
news in education.

"Catholic Schools: The
Good News in Education" was

the theme for the 33rd armual

celebration of Catholic Schools

Week, Jan. 28-Feb.3.

The annual event is

designed to build support for

See CSW, page?
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Page 14 | Vicar for education

on the 'Good News in education'

Catholicism,

through the

years

Catholic high schoolers

share wisdom, advice

with grade schoolers

BY KATHLEEN HEALY
SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE
— When facing an unknown
fiiture, sometimes it helps to

hear from those who have been

there, done that.

"Going to Catholic school

is always going to be an

integral part of your life. You
look back on it and see that

See STUDENTS, page 6
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Generating bad news; the

marriage miracle
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

A PRIESTLY POET

CNS PHOTO BY Michael Mastoomatteo

Father Pier Giorgio Di Cicco, Toronto's poet laureate since 2004, says he has been interested in restoring

creativity in society. "Governance must know that creativity opens the door to civic trust, and that civic

trust is the foundation of good city building," he said in a recent interview.

Priest finds opportune pulpit in

being Toronto's poet laureate
TORONTO (CNS) — The second

person ever to serve as poet laureate for

Toronto is also the first Catholic priest to

hold the title.

It's an opportune pulpit for Father

Pier Giorgio Di Cicco, 57, a priest-poet-

philosopher who is now spreading ideas

about how individuals, government
officials and even business leaders can

make cities and communities more
livable as they give more thought to the

"poetry" of their lives.

"I have not been strictly interested in

poetry as poet laureate," Father Di Cicco

said. "I have been interested in restoring

the notion of creativity in the greedy

landscape of globalization. The poet is a

mediator of faith; the poetic touch is also

about saving souls."

Ordained as a priest of the Toronto

Archdiocese in 1993, Father Di Cicco

was appointed poet laureate in 2004,

winning over more than 40 other local

writers and poets.

The position was created by
Toronto city officials in 2001 to spur

greater appreciation for the arts and

culture. Father Di Cicco however, has

already expanded the office with his

determination to review the meaning,

purpose and potential of wider civic

engagement.

After enjoying success in the

commercially tenuous world of poetry,

today the much-published priest shares

his poet laureate duties with parish work
at two churches northwest of Toronto,

and contributes poems to The Catholic

Register newspaper and to the Sunday

edition of the Toronto Star.

Father Di Cicco said poetry means
more than the use of nonprose rhyming

words.

"Homilies, for example, are poems,"

he said. "We must think outside the box,

and (remember) that poetry is not that

which is not prose. That which persuades

the mind and heart is poetic.

"Christ's parables are testimony to

his understanding that people wouldn't

have read poetry even if they had had

printing presses. The 'truth' seduces such

that his words seduced. Poetry today,

even in text, cannot seduce, if it does not

allude to the truth," he said.

In line with his views on the

importance of art and poetry in the

creation of healthier, more sustainable

communities. Father Di Cicco has utilized

the poet laureate platform to expound his

notion of the "urban aesthetic."

In lectures and appearances in

Toronto and other North American cities,

he has outlined this aesthetic as an effort

to extend the truth and beauty of art

beyond galleries and museums and as a

way to color individual and commvmity
interaction.

"Because I'm a poet, I can translate

Catholic truths in persuasive aesthetics

and accessible rhetoric," he said. "I've

always found it a challenge to express

the spiritual in a secular world, but then

poetry does that."

Father Drinan, ex-congressman,

Jesuit and law professor, dead at 86
WASHINGTON (CNS) —Jesuit

Father Robert F. Drinan, the first Catholic

priest to vote in the U.S. Congress, received

praise and censure during his lifetime for

his active involvement in politics.

Father Drinan, 86, died Jan. 28 in

Washington, where he had been treated

for pneumonia and congestive heart

failure for the past 10 days.

"Few have accomplished as much
as Father Drinan and fewer still have

done so much to make the world a better

place," said T. Alex Aleinikoflf, dean of the

Georgetown University Law Center, where

Father Drinan had taught since 1 98 1

.

"His life was one fiilly devoted to the

service of others— in the church, in the

classroom and in Congress," Aleinikoff

added.

But others saw Father Drinan as less

praiseworthy and his celebration of a Jan.

3 Mass at Trinity University in honor of

new Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi,

a Catholic who supports legal abortion.

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — Speak the Truth in Love, a

free series of classes addressing the Catholic

Church's teachings on life, love and marriage

meets at Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97 Haywood
St. Classes will meet the third Saturday of each

month, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. The topic for Feb. 17

will be "Euthanasia vs. a Civilization of Life

and Love." For more information, call Nina at

(828) 299-7618 or Helen at (828) 683-9001 or

e-mail geodrc@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Janice Olive, with Hospice

at Charlotte, will present "Dealing with Loss

in the Years that Follow" Feb. 15, 7-8:30 p.m.

in the ministry building of St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd. The goal of grief is not

to forget, but to be able to remember the good

and the bad times with less pain. We become
reconciled to grief in the years that follow a

loss, learning to live a very different life. The

one-year mark is not a magic number, but there

is hope that it gets better. Formore information,

call the church office at (704) 364-543 1

.

CHARLOTTE — The Hero for Life Award
is a $2,000 pro-life scholarship sponsored by

Charlotte Right to Life, recognizing pro-life

service and leadership for teenagers ages 14-

18. Visit www.charlottelife.org for applications

and information. Applications are due Feb.

19. Contact Jason Beckert at (704) 341-5084

or jmbeckert@carolina.rr.com with questions

or for more information. The winner will be

aimounced at the Life is Sweet dessert and

coffee May 5 at St. Gabriel Church, 3016

}

brought new criticism.

In his blog Jan. 19, Father Richard

JohnNeuhaussaidhehadbeen "influential

in tutoring Catholic politicians on the

acceptability of rejecting the church's

teaching on the defense of innoceu'

human life."

Father Drinan represente
Massachusetts' 3rd District in Congres;

for five terms, from 1971 to 1981, but his

political career effectively ended May
5, 1980, due to an order from his Jesuit

superiors. Father Pedro Arrupe, Jesuit

superior general, said the order reflected

"the express wish" of Pope John Paul II.

George Weigel, a senior fellow at

the Ethics and Public Policy Center

in Washington, said Father Drinan 's

reputation was tainted by the fact that he

was "on the wrong side" of the abortion

issue and played "a pivotal role in the

transition of the Democratic Party"

from a pro-life party to one that ardently

supported keeping abortion legal.

Providence Rd.

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Church, 3016
Providence Rd., will offer the Catholics

Returning Home program Tuesdays through

Feb. 20. The program offers a non-judgmental

atmosphere for inactive Catholics to become
reacquainted with the basics of their religion

and to get answers to any questions that they

may have. For more information, call the

church office at (704) 364-5431.

CHARLOTTE— Volunteers are needed for a "40

Daysfor Life " Lenten prayer vigil. The vigil will

take place outside of the Family Reproductive

Health facility at 700 E. Hebron St. A rally will

kick off the vigil on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 21, at

8:30 a.m. at the facility. The vigil ends at 3 p.m..

Palm Sunday, April 1. Sign up by contacting

Andrea Hines at HinesAL@aol.com. Specify

your preferred dates and times, and include

alternatives.

CHARLOTTE — An eight-week study of Pope

John Paul 11 's teaching on sex and marriage.

Theology ofthe Body: The Church 's Teaching on

Sex and Marriage, will be presented Tuesdays

through Feb. 27. Classes will meet 7-9 p.m. in

the Annex at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon

St. Babysitting will be provided. A one-hour

film presentation by Christopher West will

be followed by discussion. Pre-registration is

required by calling (803) 548-3356.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — Queen of the Apostles Church,

503 N. Main St., will host a free screening

of Kilowatt Ours Feb. 13 at 7:30 p.m. The

documentary film addresses the topics of our

responsibilities to God's creation and the reversal

of climate change. For more information on the

film, visit www.kilowattours.org. For directions

to the church, and for other information, e-mail

Dennis Teall-Fleming at teallfleming@yahoo.

com or call (704) 825-9600, ext. 26.
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^FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican official: Peace means closing

economic gap, ending conflicts

Search starts with tolerance, ends with love,

archbishop says

Pope highlights special vocation of

consecrated men and women

VATICANCITY(CNS)—Achieving
peace implies closing the gap between

the rich and poor as well as stopping

terrorism and armed conflict, said a

Vatican official.

It also implies "stopping a revived

arms race and the proliferation of a

variety of weapons (and) rejecting

the glorification of violence in the

media," said Archbishop Silvano Tomasi,

Vatican representative to U.N. agencies

in Geneva.

The archbishop spoke to

representatives of the Christian, Muslim,

Jewish and Buddhist faiths at an

interreligious prayer service in Geneva

Jan. 30. Catholic News Service obtained

a copy of his text.

The archbishop reminded them that

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — All practicing Catholic

women of Irish birth or descent, and wives of

members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians are

invited to participate in the Ladies Ancient Order

of Hibernians, a social, cultural and charitable

group for an ongoing series offun and informative

activities. LAOH will meet Feb. 12 at 7:30 p.m. in

the Kloster Center of St. Pius X Church, 2210

N. Elm St. Please join us for refreshments and to

learn more about our group. Any questions can be

directed to Mary DriscoU at (336)785-0693.

GREENSBORO — The Men's Bible Study

Group at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715
Horse Pen Creek Rd., meets Tuesdays at

6:30 a.m. in the Parish Life Center, room 4.

The group' will discuss the Gospel of Luke.

Bring your own Bible. For more information,

contact Gus Magrinat at gmagrinat@pol.
net or John Malmfelt at (336) 665-6450 or

jmalmsie@aol.com.

GREENSBORO — All engaged and married

couples are invited to attend a four-part course on
Natural Family Planning taught by the Couple to

Couple League. Learn how and why to live out the

church's teaching on marital love, and discover

an effective, healthy and moral alternative to

artificial birth control. Classes will be held in

the library of Our Lady of Grace School, 2205

West Market St., beginning Feb. 18 at 3 p.m. To
register, please contact Scott and Carri Richter at

(336)621-1071.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY — Ash Wednesday will be observed

with an ecurnenical service at the Episcopal

Church of the Messiah, 76 Peachtree St., Feb.

21 at 12 p.m. The service, hosted by the Church
of the Messiah and St. William Catholic Church,

will feature Scripture readings, Lenten music and

distribution of ashes. For more information, call

Joan Kennedy at (828) 837-8519.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM— The Spirit ofAssisi hosts

milhons of people are affected by current

wars and, in many cases, a total disregard

for humanitarian law.

He said there should be no surrender

to the "culture of conflict" or acceptance

of the idea that clashes are unavoidable

and war is natural.

At the same time. Archbishop
Tomasi said, the church is not naive. It

recognizes that violence has become an

increasingly complex phenomenon and

poses unprecedented challenges to the

international community, he said.

The search for peace is an orderly

process that starts with tolerance,

moves toward respect and justice, and

culminates in the discovery that the

highest vocation of every person is love,

said the archbishop.

a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series each

Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the Fatima

Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Secular Franciscan

Josephine Rosaschi will speak on "Franciscan

Stories" at the Feb. 14 program. The sacrament

of reconciliation will be offered at 12 p.m. in

the chapel. For more information and to RSVP,
call Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336) 624-1971

or e-mail kganiel@triad.rr.com. Walk-ins are

welcome.

WINSTON-SALEM — Do you want to

follow the Catholic Church's teaching on

contraception? Learn Natural Family Planning

with the Couple to Couple League beginning

Feb. 18 at St. Leo the Great Church, 335

Springdale Ave., 1 :30-3:30 p.m. Its philosophy

is in full accord with Catholic teaching, and

the method is healthy and effective. Please call

Todd and Stephanie Brown at (336) 765-2909

for more information about classes or NFP-
knowledgeable physicians.

WINSTON-SALEM —- The Fraternity of
St. Clare of the Secular Franciscan Order

invites anyone interested in learning more
about the Franciscan way to life to an open

house for new inquirers Feb. 20 at 7 p.m. in

the Our Lady ofMercy School media center,

1730 Link Rd. Secular Franciscans are a

community of Catholic men and women in

the world who seek to pattern their lives

after Jesus Christ in the spirit of St. Francis

of Assisi. For more information, call Mary
Ellen Humphrey at (336) 722-2293 or e-mail

donaldbh@aol.com.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@chariottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Feb. 18— 11 a.m.

D.aconate ordination of Tri Vinh Truong

St. Joseph Vietnamese Church, Chariotte

Feb. 27-1:30 p.m.

Building Commission meeting

Pastoral Center, Chariotte

Feb. 28-7 p.m.

Sacrament of confirmation

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Chariotte

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— Whether

praying behind cloister walls or quietly

witnessing to the Gospel in a factory,

consecrated men and women have been

called by God to dedicate their lives

totally to him, Pope Benedict XVI said.

The pope highlighted the special

vocation of consecrated people Feb.

2 in St. Peter's Basilica with religious

men and women celebrating the

feast of the Presentation of the Lord,

and Feb. 3 with participants in an

international symposium for members of

secular institutes.

The members ofthe secular institutes

include laypeople and diocesan priests

who take special vows of poverty,

chastity and obedience in order to live

"with evangelical radicalism" while

holding regular jobs or fulfilling their

pastoral ministry, the pope said.

By living completely in the world,

he said Feb. 3, the members demonstrate

that "the work of salvation is fulfilled

not in opposition to, but in and through

human history."

They are called to show their co-

workers, neighbors and friends that

living a life totally devoted to God leads

to a concrete commitment to justice,

peace and joy. Pope Benedict said.

They are called to defend human
dignity and the values necessary for true

human fulfillment through their activities

in fields "from politics to economics,

from education to the commitment to

public health, from the service industry

to scientific research."

Working in the world, he said, they

must embrace all human reality as Jesus

did by being bom into the world.

"Therefore, feel yourself called by

every pain and every injustice, as well

as by every search for truth, beauty and

goodness, not because you have the

solution to every problem, but because

every circumstance in which people live

and die is an occasion for you to give

witness to the saving work of God,"

he said.

Meeting consecratedmen andwomen
Feb. 2 after a Mass in St. Peter's Basilica,

Pope Benedict said that by dedicating

their lives totally to serving God and their

brothers and sisters, religious "proclaim

to a world that often is disoriented, but in

reality is looking for meaning, that God
is the lord of existence."

Auto blessing

CNS PHOTO BY David Mercado, Reuihs

Franciscan priest at the Catholic sanctuary of Copacabana blesses a recently purchased used car for

a Bolivian family in this November file photo. According to one survey, 71 percent of Latin Americans

identify themselves as Catholic.
.

Catholic Charities volunteers respond to Florida

storms' destruction
ORLANDO, Fla. (CNS) — After

tornadoes killed 20 people and left

hundreds homeless in Florida, some
200 Catholic Charities volunteers were

disfributing care packages and checking

with farmworker contacts to see how the

storm affected them.

Catholic Charities was one of 11

faith-based and community partners

helping with the relief effort after the

storms during the overnight hours Feb.

1-2, according to the state's Emergency

Support Functions division.

"This is going to be a long-term

process, trying to help families rebuild,"

said Brenda Loyal, development director

of Catholic Charities in Orlando. "Right

now, it's day by day."

Catholic Charities ofCentral Florida,

based in Orlando, dispatched a truck Feb.

3 to St. Vincent de Paul Parish in South

Wildwood, St. Timothy Parish in Lady
Lake and Northlake Presbyterian Church

shelter in Lake County.
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Knights, Columbiettes honor

parishioners In Kernersville

Annual recognition awards highlights individuaW

many accomplishments

KERNERSVILLE —Knights
of Columbus Council 8509 and
Columbiettes at Holy Cross Church in

Kernersville recently presented their

annual parish recognition awards.

Three parishioners were awarded

certificates during a dinner held at the

parish Jan. 27.

The David Reinhart Humanitarian

Award was presented to Melanie Feeney

Lewis, for living her faith within and

beyond the parish community.

A Colimibiette for 15 years, Lewis

is a founding member of the parish

respect life committee and spends

Saturday mornings praying outside an

abortion clinic in High Point. She also

raises funds for Room at the Inn of the

Carolinas, a Catholic maternity home
in Greensboro; and volunteers for the

church's ParishCare ministry, which
ministers to the homebound and assisted

living residents.

The Parishioner of the Year Award

was presented to Al Livelsberger,

a longtime member of Holy
Cross Church.

Livelsberger, a fourth-degree

Knight, helped form Council 8509 and

served as its first grand knight. He also

serves on the parish council and as an

usher, has taught faith formation classes,

and helps support the Knights' Operation

L.A.M.B. and Room at the Inn of

the Carolinas.

The Junior Achiever of the Year

award went to Eli Robins, a senior at

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High
School in Kernersville. Eli maintains a

4.5 GPA, participates in a high school

youth group and has assisted as an altar

server, an usher, and with Vacation

Bible School.

The Knights of Columbus
is a Catholic fraternal organization

founded in the United States in 1882.

The Columbiettes are the women's
auxiliary group.

Courtesy Photo

Ell Robins accepts the junior achiever award from Columbiette Shannon Meyer during an awards dinner

at Holy Cross Church in Kernersville Jan. 27.

Come celebrate with us!

Belmont Abbey College will host a

Harambe Mass
in the Abbey Basilica on Sunday, February 25 at 7 p.m.

Monsignor Mauricio West, Vicar General and Chancellor of the Diocese of

Charlotte, will serve as celebrant. He will be joined by the Perpetual Hope Gospel

Choir and the Kabaka Dancers for this special Mass in honor of Black History

Month. Harambe is an African word meaning "togetherness" or "unity."

The public is invited to attend.

A gala of diversity

Some 125 parishioners and guests ofSt. Vincent de Paul Church enjoy goodfood and

camaraderie during "Societe International, " the fourth annual winter gala dinner

dance at St. Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte Jan. 20. The event, organized by the

parish Women 's Guild, consistedof12 tables each representing a different country such

as Peru, Spain, Ecuador, Ireland and Germany as a way to showcase the diversity of

the parish. Each country was represented throughfood, , music and decorations native

to that country. Some table hosts displayed clothing and items from the represented

countries, while informative posters and mapsfeaturing other highlights adorned the

parish hall walls .

Join the Diocese of Charlotte

and Fr. Mo West, Vicar General and Chancellor, for the

ALftSKH eRLHSE and RETREAT
with a dav in Seattle!V

August 17-25, 2007

Your 8-day excursion includes:

* Daily Mass; time for spiritual growth and peaceful reflection on the

majestic grandeur of God's creation

* Roimd trip airfare from Charlotte

* All meals and accommodations on Holland America's luxury cruise

ship Oosterdam with stops in Seattle, Jimeau, Hubbard Glacier, Sitka,

Ketchikan and Victoria, BC
* One pre-cruise night at hotel in Seattle with city tour and free time

* Airport transfers in Seattle

Price starts at only $2,199 per person for double occupancy and includes

airfare from Charlotte, all ship meals, accommodations, Seattle hotel and city tour,

transfers, port charges and taxes (which may be subject to change).

Early booking fares for choice of cabin categories are guaranteed until March 16th

so call today for a brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704)370-3332 or Corporate

Travel Service (800)727-1999, Ext. 116.
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Parishioners helps provide

free health care to many
in Henderson County

CLINICS, from page 1

list. One thing that was (on the list) was

wanting to be open to God's word in my
life and allowing it to direct me."

In addition to volunteering his time

with Immaculate Conception Church's

ministry to the sick and homebound,

Thomas felt God directed his involvement

with the dream of Dr. Russell Socco,

a fellow parishioner who offered his

medical office space for the Free Clinics

(formerly known as Volunteer Medical

Resource Center).

The clinics provide free health care

and services to low-income, uninsured

residents in Henderson County.

Since Socco's death on Thanksgiving

Day in 2006, his wife has continued

to allow the clinics to use the office

space, which includes three offices and

an onsite pharmacy stocked with drug

company samples donated by local

doctors' offices.

Retired doctors collect the samples

regularly so the patients will have the

medications they need free of charge.

The clinics' services are appreciated

and supportedby many in the community.

The local printing company doesn't

charge Judith Long, the clinic's executive

director, for printing work she brings in

for the clinics.

The printing company's employees

have all used the clinics at one time

or another.

"They are so appreciative of the

care they receive here, they want to do

something," said Long.

The desire to help is evidenced by

the donations from many of the patients,

some of whom place contributions

in the small box hanging next to the

reception window.

"Some will put in coins, others will

donate $20," said Long.

The small donations add up to keep

the clinics running. Operating on an

annual budget of $376,000, two-thirds of

it is raised with the community donations

and the remainder comes in the form

of grants.

"Among the challenges, we don't bill

anyone and receive no federal money,"

said Thomas. "Until recently, we didn't

receive state money either."

LAST DAY COMING
^^^^L to sign up for ^B^V

IRELAND
DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE!

!

Thursday, Feb. 22

See back cover of this issue or call (704) 370-3332 now.

CAMDEN ™
LEARNING CENTER

is a personalized

educational center olfering

specialized tutoring

for all ages in:

Reading • Phonics

Written Language • Math

Study Skills

SAT/ACT Preparation

Let Camden help.

Felicia Susi, Oumer/Director

Parishioner, St. Matthew Catholic Church

& Parent, St. Matthew Catholic School stttdent

South Charlotte

(704) 752-4234
www.camdealeanungcente&coin

CAMDEN
The ,-V.Mk'>m<: Bfl^e^'

Photo by Kathleen Heau ScHHiffiei

Judith Long and Dr. Colin Tiiomas are pictured at the Free Clinics in Hendersonville.

The clinics just received a grant

from the North Carolina Office of

Research, Demonstrations and Rural

Health Development to use in case

management, said Thomas.

"It makes it easy for the doctors

that we have great case management for

follow-up, referrals and medications,"

he said.

From July 2005 through June 2006,

the clinics recorded more than 1,300

patient visits, provided case management
to 854 patients, arranged 27 surgeries

and made 65 referrals for free services by

local specialists.

More than 200 volunteers worked a

total of4,700 hours, and the professional

services they provided had a monetary

value of over $785,000. There are only

two full-time and five part-time staff

members at the clinic.

"They are the glue who make this

place work," said Thomas, who recruits

volunteers from his parish.

"The Secular Franciscans have
volunteered as a group to do mailings and

work on the newsletter," he said.

"There are so many Immaculate

Conception volunteers, the clinic is

fondly known in the community as

'Oflfsite Immaculata,'" said Long;

Since the clinics opened in

December 2001, they have grown to

accommodate the needs of those served,

including diabetes, dental, eye and

orthopedic clinics.

"We respond to the needs of the

community," said Thomas. "Our times

are set by when we can get volunteers.

The biggest thing we do is set up the

mechanisms to make it easy for people

to volunteer time and talent."

"This job is a ministry. I get to be

with people who, when we say 'we have

a need,' they show up," said Long.

A psychiatric clinic was added in

December 2006 in response to the mental

health care needs in western North

Carolina. Currently, the Free Clinics

operates the only free psychiatric clinic

in the nation covered by the Federal Tort

Claims Act, extended by Congress in

October 2004 to include free clinics and

provide malpractice immunity for health

care professionals who volunteer.

"(Coverage imder the act) has made
it easier to get volunteers," said Thomas.

The clinics' volimteers make all the

difference.

"I am so proud of our physicians,

nurse practitioners and volimteers who,

after a long day at work, come here," said

Thomas. "Giving back to people — it's

that old story of 'it's better to give than

to receive.'"

In January 2007, a recent patient

sent a letter to the clinic that read: "God
has provided you a heart to serve the

underserved."

"I believe we are the hands and feet

ofJesus," said Thomas. "The question is,

how can we best do this?"

WANT MORE INFO?

For information about the Free Clinics in

Hendersonville, call (828) 697-8422, or go

online at www.thefreeclinics.org.

vce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

1401 Patton Ave. 72 Lang Shoals Road

Asheville, NC Arden, NC
{828) 232-3535 (828) 687-35.%

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

at VDU3vo.srocefuneralhome.com
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Catholic high schoolers share

wisdom, advice with students

STUDENTS, from page 1

it gave you a foundation and help to

succeed," said Kirsten Edwards, a senior

at Hendersonville High School who
graduated from Immaculata Catholic

School in 2003.

Kirsten and classmates Matt Hair

and Megan Welty returned to Immaculata

School in Hendersonville to speak to the

students about the transition from Catholic

elementary school to the public high

school system during the Jan. 28-Feb. 3

observance of Catholic Schools Week.

A survey of the eighth-grade class

revealed their thoughts and concern

about leaving Catholic elementary school

for public high school.

Their apprehensions centered on the

unknown world where friends in public

schools have already dealt with issues such

as drugs, alcohol and premarital sex, as

well as the less formidable but challenging

issues of larger classrooms, socialization,

fitting in and academic ability.

The three public high school seniors

addressed those concerns, and shared the

concerns and expectations they faced four

years ago upon entering high school.

Academically, the 12 high school

seniors who graduated from Immaculata

School in 2003 have risen to the top of

their classes at local public high schools.

All of them are enrolled in honors

programs, with Kirsten in line to be

named valedictorian of the 2007 class.

The three seniors said they plan to

go to college.

Matt Hair, older brother of eighth-

grader Bethany, looks forward to college

at N.C. State University in Raleigh, where

has plans to get involved in the local

church, join the Knights of Columbus
and continue his volunteer work back

home in Hendersonville during breaks.

Matt, who plans to become a civil

engineer, helps his father in the kitchen

each year with the Bounty of Bethlehem

Christmas dinner, which is held in the

gymnasium of Immaculata School.

Megan Welty also plans to attend

N.C. State and aims for a career in

fashion design. Kirsten Edwards, a

Lutheran, will be attending Meredith

College, a Baptist institution in Raleigh,

and intends to pursue her medical degree

to become an orthopedic surgeon.

All three spoke of Immaculata's

quality ofeducation and the foundation it

gave them for high school.

"The teachers made everything

exciting and interesting, there was never

a boring day," said Kirsten.

"They wanted you to learn and
wanted to. teach," added Matt. "They
want you to succeed. The smaller classes

here are like a family."

Going from the family environment to

the world presents challenges, they said.

"You need to know who you are,"

PHCFfO BY Kxnuai HeWT SOMEDER

From left, Immaculata School eighth-grader Bethany Hair and high school seniors Megan Welter and

Kirsten Edwards are pictured with school secretary Katie Patterson— all graduates of Immaculata

School— during Catholic Schools Week.

said Megan. "It's a double-edged sword

because you are exposed to drugs,

alcohol and sex."

"Iknowthese children arepreparedfor

high school," said Katie Patterson, a 1970

graduate and secretary at Immaculata.

"The principal at Hendersonville

High says our students are always well-

marmered and well-educated. I can't

wait for them to return after college and

tell me what they are doing," she said. '1

know they will all be successful."

"Catholic schools were the best

thing for me," said Matt. "They taught

me good study habits; friends are always

there for you and you are never alone. If

you get uncomfortable with something,

someone is there to help you."

The seniors were happy to offer

advice to the eighth-graders.

"I want to set an example that they

can be proud that they went to the same

school," says Matt.

"I want to share with Aon that you
can come from a Catholic school and be

successfiil in public school," said Kristoi.

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

no ujonder uue end up at the same place:

Belmont Abbey College, the 130-year-old

'Catholic College of the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeking?

BELMONT ABBEY
COLLEGE

That i ail Things Oijo .v. ay ?t GLOsiriErj

Apply now for fall 20071

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 'All-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, CId-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

Why? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our website at

BeimontAbbeyCollege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors Institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?

Best

2006
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Schools celebrate

Catholic Schools

Week in diocese

CSW, firom page 1

and to recognize the almost 7,600

Catholic elementary and secondary

schools nationwide, including the 18

schools in the Diocese of Charlotte.

Highlights oftheweekwereNational
Appreciation Day for Catholic Schools

Jan. 31, during which students from

a dozen Catholic schools around the

Washington, D.C., area descended upon

the Capitol to make a legislative case for

CathoUc schools on a variety of issues,

including educational choice.

Events in the Diocese of Charlotte

included student appreciation days,

volunteer appreciation days, special

Masses, guest speakos and community
outreach activities.

'^ad weather on Feb. 1 caused some
rescheduling of events, but everyone

enjoyed the day o£f as an additional

celebration of CathoUc Schools Week,"

said Linda Cherry, superintendent of

diocesan Catholic schools.

Cherry; Janice Ritter, assistant

supointendent; PatriciaMurphy, director

of diversity and government programs

for the schools; and other schools of&ce

personnel visited the schools during

theweek. Cherry saidhighlights included

a vocations day at St Mark School in

Himtersville.

"Priests, deacons and women
religious from the area spent the day in

classrooms,talkingabouttheir vocational

call and answering questions for

students," said Cherry.

Catholic Schools Week is a

collaborative undertakingby dieNational
Catholic Educational Association

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Haring

Mike Harney, a legislative assistant in the office of Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.l., talks with teacher Cindy

Schafer and students Andy Nguyen and Alessa Garcia during a Catholic Schools Week visit to congressional

offices Ian. 31 in Washington.

(NCEA) and the U.S. Conference of

CathoUc Bishops (USCCB).
"Our Catholic schools across the

diocese provide families with the

outstanding opportunity for academic

exceUence enhanced by faith formation,"

said Principal Gary Gelo of Our Lady of

Grace School in Greensboro.

"This gives our children a solid

educational foundation rooted in our

Gospel values," he said

Students at Our Lady of Grace
School agreed, and they wrote essays

about it

"I for one think that it is a nice thing

that our entire school goes to church with

us on Wednesdays," wrote third-grader

Sean Farley.

"I like having reUgion during school

hours," wrote kindergarten student

Christopher Sharkey.

Catholic Social Services

invites you and yonr golfing fiiends to join us!

4™ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

Monday, March 26 - 11 a.m.

Palisades Comitiy Club - Charlotte

13704 Grand Palisades P^kway

CSS
Calhahc Sodal Services

Dioceseof Cfaaitooe

Honoree: Sr. Eileen McLoughlin, MSBT
— former CSS Counseling Supervisor

$125 fee includes f^art, box loneli and dinner

Registration or information: 704-370-3232

Catholic schools provide
outstanding religious and academic
programs within a safe, nurturing

environment, said Cherry.

"The daily living ofthe Catholic faith

by the faculty, staffand students, coupled

with the high academic achievement,

reflects the mission of Catholic schools,"

she said.

"I applaud our parents on their

decision to send their children to a

Catholic school. Not only do they receive

lessons on the basics to succeed in a

business world, but a Catholic education

also gives them the values they need to

make the world a better place to live,"

said Principal Kevin O'Herron of St.

Matthew School in Charlotte.

"They learn that right is always best

and that there is value in being good.

They learn that we are all children of

God, and that we should care for others

accordingly."

Lobbying on the Hill

National Appreciation Day was
established to encourage supporters

nationwide to showcase the great

accomplishments and contributions of

Catholic schools to the country.

A wave of students from a dozen

Catholic schools in the Washington and

Baltimore archdioceses and the Diocese

of Arlington, Va., visited the Capitol that

day. They crowded into a Senate office

building's hearing room, about 100 seats

too small to accommodate all of them,

to get their talking points and marching

orders from a panel of highly placed adult

leaders in the Catholic education field.

There are close to 7,600 Catholic

schools in the United States, and their

students "would love to be here doing

what you're doing," said Karen Ristau,

president of the National Catholic

Educational Association.

"You're representing all the students

in all the Catholic schools across the

country," she added. "What you're doing

is very important."

"You're going to be our advocates

today before the House ofRepresentatives

and the Senate on four important issues,"

said Father William Davis, an Oblate of St.

Francis de Sales who is interim secretary

for education for the U.S. bishops.

Father Daniel Coughlin, chaplain to

the House of Representatives, told the

students to "be proud" and to "say you're

gratefiil, you're gratefial to be in Catholic

schools."

As part of the day, letters from chief

administrators of Catholic education

were delivered to their representatives

and provided background on Catholic

schools to every congressional office.

Some of the letters were written by

principals, parents and students in the

Diocese of Charlotte.

"In addition, we sent abbreviated

copies of our 2006 State ofthe
Schools Report and profiles on each

of our schools within the individual

districts," said Cherry.

"The ability to profess our faith in

every word and action throughout the day

makes our schools unique," she said.

NCEA is the largest private,

professional education association in the

world. Founded in 1904, the association's

membership represents more than 200,000

educators serving 7.6 million students at

all levels of Catholic education.

The USCCB is the national public

policy organization of the U.S.bishops.

All Catholic Troops/Packs,
Individual Catholic Scouts

All interested Scouts or troops

Catholic Camporee 2007!
March 23,24 AND 25

Clear Creek Scout Camp — Midland, NC
Make plans NOW to attend!

Contact: Mark Morris - morrismark@usa.redcross.org
or (704) 535-3563
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Science fair, performances mark
CSW at Asheville Catholic

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Snow, ice and

predictions of more bad weather led

to many activities being cancelled for

Catholic Schools Week, but little could

cancel the students' enthusiasm at

Asheville Catholic School.

After a delayed start Jan. 30, sixth-,

seventh- and eighth-graders kicked off

celebrations by hosting the school's

annual science fair.

First place wiimer was Patrick Eckerd,

who was his own test subject for "The

Effects of Different Breakfast Cereals

on Cognitive Ability." His conclusion:

oatmeal is best to start the day.

Alex Kennedy took second place

with "The Sleep Zone." Also his own
test subject, Alex concluded that students

need at least eight hours ofsleep in a cool

room each night in order to function well

the next day.

Emily Snedeker won third place

with her experiment "Mosquitoes
Bug Me."

A family appreciation dirmer was
held that night. Speakers included Grant

King, a formerAsheville Catholic School

student who spoke about the importance

of Catholic education; Jan Zyboyovski,

who started the school's preschool

program and spoke about teaching in

Catholic schools; and Frank and Becky
Dosier, parents of former students, who
spoke about how volunteering made
their children's education a family

experience.

Student and faculty appreciation

day was held Jan. 31. Students were

entertained in the gymnasium by Tim
Arem, a former Catholic school teacher

who works to combat the ever-growing

rates of inactivity among youths.

Performing as "T-Bone," a brightly-

colored health and fitness character,

Arem led the students through his

"Healthy Adventure" program.

Teachers then were called to the

stage, where they were honored with

poems, songs, accolades and roses from

their classes.

Thursday's volunteer luncheon was
cancelled due to inclement weather, but

was rescheduled for the following week,

along with a Mass and entertainment

honoring students' grandparents.

Photo by Carole McGROm

Eighth-graders rap for the teachers at Asheville Catholic School Jan. 3 1 during the celebration of national

Catholic Schools Week.

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOTSWOOD
at irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

School skits in Salisbury

Courtesy Photo

Students at Sacred Heart School in Salisbury, perform a skit about famous Catholic leaders during the

Catholic Schools Week celebration.

Winning artists

Courtesy Photo

Winners of the poster contest from the third-, fourth- and fifth-grades at Our Lady of the Assumption

School in Charlotte display their work during Catholic Schools Week. Pictured are (from left): fifth-graders

Anna Binkley and Sophia Kim, who tied for first-place; fourth-grader Hayley Russell, second place; and

third-grader Allie Singletary, third place.

TliEORATORY
434 Charlotte Avenue, P.O. Box 1 1 586

Rock Hill, SC 2973-1586

(803) 327-2097 rrockhilloratory.com

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER -

k Continuing Silence

8 pm Friday - 3 pm Saturday

March 2-3

A continuing community of prayer support gathers every quarter at the Oratory.

Schedule includes Taize prayer, silent contemplation, noon Eucharist,and lunch.

Cost: $35 commuters $65 overnight
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Fun on wheels

CouRTBY Photo

Pre-kindergarten through eighth-grade students from St. Michael School in Gastonia enjoy a trip to a

local skating rink to close out Catholic Schools Week, Feb. 2.

Food from fourth-graders

Courtesy Photo

Fourth-grade students at St. Matthew School in Charlotte hold food they collected for the St. Matthew

Church food pantry Jan. 28. The collection was part of a Catholic Schools Week activity. The students

brought in approximately 1 00 canned goods and non-perishable items from home. The collection was

one of several service projects performed during the week, which included writing letters to troops

serving overseas.

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Retirement isn't

what it used to be.

PLAN accordingly.

Les Davaz

t% Financial Advisor

Member, St. Patrick's Church

100 N. Tryon St., Suite 3300

Charlotte, NC 28202

(704) 331-2233 or

(800) 438-0397

http;//fc.sniithbarney.com/davaz

citigroupj
SmjthBarney

© 2006 Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC. Smifti

Barney is a division and service mark of Citigroup Global

Markets Inc. and its affiliates and is used and registered

ttirougtiout the world. CITIGROUP and the Umbrella Device

are trademarks and service marks of Citigrtjup Inc. or its

affiliates and are used and registered throughout the world.

Local football hero visits

during Catholic Schools Week
BY SUSAN deGUZMAN

CORRESPONDENT

WINSTON-SALEM — What do
the quarterback of the Wake Forest

University football team and Catholic

Schools Week have in common?
It is the celebration ofthe community

with a Jan. 30 visit from Riley Skinner,

quarterback for the Wake Forest

University Demon Deacons football

team and hero for the many Wake Forest

fans at St. Leo the Great School in

Winston-Salem.

Skinner told the students that he

loved to play sports as a boy and that

while in high school, football became his

favorite sport.

However, "a lot of people doubted

if I'd be able to play college football,"

he said, as he was not the biggest or the

fastest player.

"I prayed to God to ask him ifI should

followmy dream and try to play in college,

or go another way," said Riley. "I believed

that if I trusted in God and woiked really

hard, I'd come out all right"

The Demon Deacons had a school-

record breaking number of wins last fall

— the team took theACC championship,

which the school last won in 1970, and

made a first-time appearance at the

Orange Bowl Jan. 2.

Skinner also spoke to the students

about the importance of listening.

"I learned that you've got to listen to

your teammates and you've got to listen

to your coaches. And the same goes for

in the classroom," he said. "People older

than you have a lot to teach you, and 1

spend a lot of time listening to them."

He emphasized the importance of

teamwork.

"A lot of times in football, a person

will think that he can win on his own,"

said Skinner, but "teamwork is very

important. In the classroom, work with

your friends."

"Always do things with a loving

heart and help those around you," he

said.

"God," said Skinner, "has given me
a lot of opportunities and blessed me
with things others don't have."

While playing a sport and doing well

academically is hard work, he said, "it

is an honor for me to be able to play for

Wake Forest."

Other Catholic Schools Week
activities at St. Leo the Great School

included an alphabet quiz bowl; a visit

by Wally the Warthog, mascot of the

Winston-Salem class-A baseball team;

career day for the middle school grades;

a pizza and bingo night for families; a

teacher luncheon; and a snow day.

Photo by Susan oeGuzman

Wake Forest University quarterback Riley Skinner signs autographs for students at St. Leo the Great

School in Winston-Salem during Catholic Schools Week.

Parochial patriotism

CouRTKY Photo

Students at Sacred Heart School in Salisbury wave American flags in honor of the United States of

America during a Catholic Schools Week celebration.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Vatican publishing liouse defends

choice of Doubleday for papal book
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Vatican publishing house defended the

choice of Doubleday as the English-

language publisher of Pope Benedict

XVI 's new book on Jesus.

The book, "Jesus ofNazareth: From
His Baptism to His Transfiguration," is

scheduled to be released March 27 in

North America.

Citing Doubleday's "respectful

editorial curriculum," the Vatican

publishing house said that when it

contracted with the Italian publisher

Rizzoli to handle the international

translation and publication ofthe book, it

expected Rizzoli to negotiate individual

language rights with "the most important

world publishing houses."

The Vatican statement, issued Jan. 30,

came in response to a fi-ont-page article in

the Italian newspaper II Giomale saj^ing

the English rights to the pope's new book
will be in the hands ofthe same publisher

responsible for "The Da Vinci Code" by
Dan Brown.

D Giomale said the assignment of rights

to Doubleday, a division ofRandom House,

which pubUshed Brown's book, occurred

despite Vatican officials' recent complaints

about how some publishers seem to enjoy

making money from books that attack the

church and the Christian faith.

TheVaticanstatementsaidDoubleday's

catalogue also includes "Joumal of a Soul:

The Autobiography of Pope John XXIII"

by Blessed Pope John XXm, "Gift and

Mystery" by Pope John Paul n and the

Catechism ofthe CathoUc Church.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: FEB. 1 8, 2007

London Opus Dei head complains to

BBC over depiction on TV show
LONDON (CNS) — The director

of Opus Dei in London has formally

complained to the British Broadcasting

Corp. over an alleged "defamatory

portrayal" of the organization in a

television police drama.

The director. Jack Valero, said two
episodes of "Waking the Dead," shown
on the BBC One channel Jan. 21-22,

depicted Opxis Dei members as violent

and hypocrites.

"In these programs Opus Dei
was portrayed as an organization of

murderers, thieves and adulterers who
justify and cover up evil actions while

hiding behind a veneer of hypocritical

piety and penitential rituals of self-

flagellation," Valero said in a Jan.23

letter to the BBC.
Valero told the BBC it was wrong to

name Opus Dei and then attribute fictional

characteristics to its members. He said it

would have been more fair to invent an

imaginary organization for the storyline.

He said theBBC's depiction appeared

to have been lifted straight from the

pages of "The Da Vinci Code," the

international bestseller by U.S. author

Dan Brown. The book, which Opus Dei

members felt depicted them in a negative

way, was made into a 2006 film starring

actor Tom Hanks.

Opus Dei, founded in 1928 in

Madrid, aims to spread throughout all

sectors of society an awareness ofthe call

to holiness in ordinary life.

Valero also accused the publicly

funded BBC of breaching its own
guidelines committing it to avoid

the perpetuation of "prejudice and
disadvantage which exist in our society."

"We hope that the BBC will

investigate the matter and apologize,"

Valero said in a statement Jan. 23.

"But more importantly, we want the

corporation to think carefully before

choosing again to portray us in this

irresponsible way."

"Waking the Dead" is one ofBritain's

most popular police dramas about

unsolved cases.

A BBC spokeswoman told Catholic

News Service Jan. 25 that the complaint

had not yet been received.

"We will be replying directly to

whoever has complained," she said. "We
won't be making public the findings of

our inquiries straight away."

CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGES
11 Days Pilgrimage to Poland and Prague. Aug 27-Sep 6, 2007. $2950 pp. Includes 2 nights in

Warsaw, 2 nights Czestrochowa, 3 nights each in Krakow & Prague. Fr. Price Oswalt from OKC

11 Days Kalian Shrines. Sep 22-Oct 3, 2007. $2990 pp. Includes 2 nights each in Venice &

Assisi, 3 nights each in Florence & Rome. Visit Padua, Ravenna &. Siena. Fr. Krempa from

Winchester, VA

12 Days Fatima & Spain. Oct 8-19, $2750 pp. Includes 3 nights each Fatima & Madrid, 2 nights

Santiago de Compostela, 1 night each in Burgos & Avila. Visit Toledo. Fr. That Son from WV.

Includes air from Raleigh, Charlotte and Greensboro; daily breakfast and dinners. Call John

Tagnesi at 888-544-4461.

(These are privately-sponsored trips, not affiliated with the Diocese of Chariotte.)

Feh. 18, Seventh

Sunday in Ordinary

Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23

Psalm 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13

2) 1 Corinthians 15:45-49

3) Gospel: Luke 6:27-38

God^s love, grace
should fill our
hearts

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

"It won't fit," I whined to my
mother.

The five-pound bag of flour on the

kitchen coxmter was simply too big for

the canister I'd been instructed to fill.

Busy as she was with the thousand and

one steps required for baking, she looked

at me patiently.

"Yes, it will," she said. "That canister

holds five pounds of flour and a little

more, ifyou know what you're doing."

Clearly, I didn't, so she coached me.

Following her directions, I poured in

flour about half way to the top, closed

the canister and shook it vigorously,

then lifted it slightly and let it drop a few
times.

Grudgingly, I saw that there was
now more room but remained skeptical.

When, eventually, all five pounds had

been transferred safely to the canister, I

was amazed despite myself.

That image ofmeasuring ingredients

for baking comes to mind when I hear

Sunday's Gospel story where Jesus urges

us to "give, and gifts will be given to you;

a good measure, packed together, shaken

down and overflowing, will be poured

into your lap."

The command he givesjust before this

isperhaps the most daunting in tiie Christian

Gospel: to love our enemies, to forgive our
|

persecutors, to leave the mysterious work
ofjudging hearts to God

Could any challenge be more
sobering? Could any command be
more counterintuitive, any standard of
behavior more crucifying to embrace?

For we have looked into our own
capacity for forgiveness, for mercy to

those who have injured us, and we are all

too aware of its limits.

We shudder to think of all we have

to let go of before we can be filled up:

resentment, grudges, entitlement, moral

'

superiority.

The good news is that God pledges

to find room in our hearts and lives and j

spirits for the mercy and grace we need^

to become so generous, so filled with '

love. And God is not stingy when it

comes to grace.

Questions:

Who has been an example of

unstinting forgiveness in your life? What
is one way you can practice the discipline

of suspending judgment of others?

Scripture to be Illustrated:

"Give and it shall be giVen to you.

Good measure, pressed down, shaken

together, running over" (Luke 6:38ab).

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 11-17

Sunday (Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Jeremiah 17:5-8, 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20,

Luke 6:17, 20-26; Monday, Genesis 4:1-15,25 Mark 8:11-13; Tuesday, Genesis 6:5^, 7:1-5,

Mark 8:14-21; Wednesday (Sts. Cyril and Methodius), Genesis 8:6-13, 20-22, Mark 8:22-26;

Thursday, Genesis 9:1-13, Mark 8:27-33; Friday, Genesis 11:1-9, Mark 8:34-9:1; Saturday

(Seven Servile Founders), Hebrews 11:1-7, Mari( 9:2-13.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 18-24

Sunday (Seventh Sunday In Ordinary Time), 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23, 1 Corinthians

15:45-49, Luke 6:27-38; Monday, Sirach 1:1-10, Merit 9:14-29; Tuesday, Sirach 2:1-11, Marie

9:30-37; Wednesday (Ash Wednesday), Joel 2:12-18, 2 Corinthians 5.20-6:2, Matthew 6:1-

6, 16-18; Thursday (The Chair of Peter), 1 Peter 5:14, Matthew 16:13-19; Friday (Lenten

Weekday, St. Polycarp), Isaiah 58:1-9, Matthew 9:14-15; Saturday (Lenten Weekday), Isaiah

58:9-14, Luke 5:27-32.

Attention: Homeowners.. .Have a plumbing problem? Don't PanicI

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting ail day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.
f

:

Three-Way Piumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte ' (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3wavplumbin t>.com Proud member of St. James Church
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Retired.
Not retiring.

For Phil, wellness means relaxing without a care in the world.

Having more time to exercise his mind and listen to his spirit

gives him a sense of inner harmony. It's the simple joy of

living, and Phil knows he'll find it here. Because here,

wellness is a way of life.

Pennybyrn at Maryfield is opening soon and residence

selection is becoming limited - act now!

at MARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260

(336) 886-4103 or (866) 627-9343

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com

Sponsored by the Sisters ofthe Poor Servants of the Mother ofGod

Catholic University grad brings his

mom's novel to life on the screen

NP/CNI1/Ret2

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON— David Paterson,

a graduate ofThe Catholic University of

America, has brought his mom's novel to

life on the big screen.

Paterson co-wrote the screenplay and

co-produced the new movie, "Bridge to

Terabithia." He steered his promotional

tour to Washington — he was raised in

the suburbs of the city — to include a

visit to the school with a free preview

screening of the film.

"I had actually made a promise

to Catholic (University) that I would

come here and meet with the students,"

Paterson said.

The distributor, the Walt Disney Co.,

is releasing the film Feb. 16.

Having participated on panels at

film festivals such as Sundance, Paterson

said, "I like talking to the students ... and

the young filmmakers."

Paterson started out as a theater

major at Catholic University, as he was

already acting professionally during his

teenage years.

"I wasn't sure that I was even going

to college," he said. "I applied to three

universities. Two ofthem accepted me."

One was Catholic University and

the other was the College ofWilliam and

Mary in Virginia.

He ultimately wound up with a

history degree from Catholic University

after three separate stints over five years.

"College requires money, which
neither I nor my parents had any

large quantity of at the same time,"

Paterson said.

His mother is children's novelist

Katherine Paterson. She wrote "Bridge

to Terabithia" 30 years ago, and it

continues to be a popular book among
the young set.

David Paterson said, "I have been

waiting to make this (movie) for 17

years." One ofhis conditions was that the

movie studio "was not going to befray

the book. ... Ninety-nine percent of the

time, when they 'interpret' something

it's a bomb."

The book, which won the Newbery
Medal in 1978, is a fantasy/adventure

story about fiiendship and the power of

imagination.

Paterson has another vested interest

in "Bridge to Terabithia." It was written

about him.

"When I was 8 years old, I was
very much withdrawn. I loved to draw.

I loved to run. I was fiilly in love with

my music teacher," just like the young

CNS PHOTO BY Chris Pizzaoo, Reuihb

Katharine Paterson, author of the novel "Bridge to

Terabithia," poses with her son, David Paterson,

at the premiere of the story's film version in Los

Angeles Feb. 3.

male protagonist in the book and movie,

he said. "I was scared by my father. He
was a (Presbyterian) minister. He worked

for God."

In the midst of this, "a new girl came

to school. Her name was Lisa Hill. We
became fast friends. ... That summer,

before third grade, she was killed She was

struck by lightning," Paterson said. "I was

told my fiiend was gone, and that I would

never see her again. And I never did."

"She wrote it for me," Paterson said

of his mother's book, "but she also wrote

it for therapy for herself."

Because the story was so personal,

Katherine Paterson asked her young

son for permission to publish the novel.

David Paterson consented but only if

his mother dedicated the book to Lisa;

Katherine added David's name to the

dedication as well.

Paterson said he got some notoriety

out of the book. He recounted people

telling him: "You're the original Jess

(the male character's name)? That's

really cool."

That was on the same scale, he added,

as someone saying, "'That's a really cool

scar,' but it doesn't say anything about

how I got that scar."

The publicity team behind the movie

has asked writers not to reveal the plot

elements near the film's end. Paterson

was asked why that is, considering the

movie is essentially the same as the book,

which has been in print since 1977.

"Even if every person who read

'Bridge to Terabithia' saw it — and

brought five people — the film would

still lose money," he replied. "We have

to reach out to audiences that have never

read the book or heard of it."

St. Thomas Aquinas Academy — Arden

A higli school that offers
Academic Excellence
ttarougb Classical Education

Self-Discipline

througb Catholic Formation

OPEN HOUSE — Tues., Feb. 20th at 7 PM
(828)687-77 14 or call for appomtment
www.stthomasaqumasacademy.org
St. Thomas Aquinas Academy is a private school, independent of the Charlotte Diocesan school system.
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Homily at the Mass for North
Carolina participants in the

national March for Life
Editor's note: This is the text of

Bishop Jugis ' homily at the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington, D.C.,

Jan. 22.

On behalf of Bishop (Michael

J.) Burbidge and myself, we greet

everyone who is attending this

Mass, especially all those who
are here from North Carolina,

representing parishes and Catholic

schools across the entire state.

Embryonic Stem-Cell Research

One new issue we North Carolinians

must pay attention to this year is

embryonic stem-cell research. Hopefully

you have already heard your pastors

addressing this topic, or have read inserts

in your Sunday bulletins.

One of our representatives in the

North Carolina House has already

reacted publicly to our call for action on

this issue by saying: "You are talking

about something that is microscopic."

You see, the battle line is already

drawn by the terminology that is used,

choosing not to call the human in

his or her embryonic stage a himian

being or a new human life, but rather

"something." Here we have an example

of the relativism about which our Holy
Father has spoken, where each person

subjectively defines for himself what is

truth, what is reality.

But we respond: How can one
human being say to another human being
— at any stage ofhis or her development
— "your life is less valuable; your life is

less important; your life can be sacrificed

for another purpose"?

A new human life has indeed begun

at conception, with his or her own unique

genetic make-up, which is neither that

From the

Bishop

BISHOP
PETER J. JUGIS

BISHOP OF CHARLOTTE

of the father nor of the mother, but is

imiquely and genetically different, and

already beginning the course ofhis or her

own personal life.

As we gather today, we are mindful

of the work which lies ahead of us in

North Carolina this year. Please take

the time to write a quick note to your

senators or representatives in the North

Carolina Legislature.

Prayer and Penance

Today, Jan. 22, is a national day

of prayer and penance for the sin of

abortion in our land; hence we use violet

vestments at this Mass. Through our acts

of penance we beg God to have mercy
on us and on our country, and to come
to heal us.

Jesus calls us to do penance. He said

to His disciples: Inmy name, penance for

the remission of sins is to be preached to

all the nations (Luke 24:47).

What Jesus said to His disciples then.

He says to us today: Blessed are you who
mourn— for the sins of hiunanity— for

you shall be comforted (Matthew 5:4).

We are doing penance for the sin of

abortion. We have made sacrifices to be

here to show our love for the unborn. It

is a sacrifice to brave inclement weather

conditions to come to Washington for

this day.

There are hardships which we
endure, which we offer up patiently and

Courtesy Photo by Vicki Dorsev

CowmsY Photo by Maria Pincus

Pictured is the group of youths and adults from St. loseph Church in Asheboro who attended the pro-life

rally and march in Raleigh Jan. 1 3. Bishop Peter J. Jugis spoke at and participated irt the rally..

Bishop Peter J. Jugis delivers his homily at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conceptiop

in Washington, D.C., before the national March for Life Jan. 22.

joyfully, without complaint. God sees

and blesses that penance which we have

voluntarily undertaken.

Over the years I have met people

who have told me that they fast regularly

as penance for the sin of abortion.

Many of you pray regularly and do

sidewalk counseling outside abortion

clinics to show a loving response in

the face of death and destruction, and

you experience the world's hostility

and rejection.

Blessed are you when men insult you
and persecute you and utter every kind of

evil against you falsely for Jesus' sake.

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will

be great in heaven; they persecuted the

prophets before you in exactly the same
way. (Matthew 5: 11-12).

Three teenagers I met after a

confirmation Mass in AsheVille last year

told me they go to pray every month at

the abortion clinic.

This day is a day of prayer and

penance — and every day is a day of

prayer and penance — for our country

to have a change of heart regarding the

destruction of the unborn.

What sacrifices and penances can

you do personally to contribute to this

powerhouse of prayer besieging heaven

for mercy and conversion of hearts?

Participating in the Marchfor Life

Why are we so eager to come to

Washington each year? When I visit

parishes in the diocese, people say that

they look forward to the March for Life

in Washington. Why do we look forward

to the march even though it entails some
hardship and sacrifice?

It's because the cause for innocent

human life is absolutely true. It is

absolutely right. It is absolutely
reasonable.

The human life that has just been

conceived, or is in the embryonic stage,

or at any stage of development, is a

human being in every instance. Yes, this

is truth. The cause for innocent human
life is true. There is no gray area.

We are eager to come to the march

every year because here is Christ. Jesus is

here! The mystical body ofChrist is always

eager to come together to be with the head

of the body: Christ Jesus. He unites us in

himself He unites us in truth— He who is

the way, the truth and the life.

The presence ofJesus is very evident

in this gathering — the love of Christ,

the mercy of Christ, the compassion oJ

Christ, the joy of Christ, the grace oJ

Christ are present here. Why wouldn'1

that living presence ofChrist be attractive

to us, and make us want to be here with

Him each year?

At Mass He feeds us with His Bodj

and Blood to ensure that His presenct

stays alive in us, and that we remair

rooted and groxmded in Him.

What Jesus said to His apostles th<

day of His resurrection. He says to U!

today: Peace be with you. The Fathei

sent me, and now I send you. Receive th<

Holy Spirit. (John 20: 21-22).

Jesus is Wonderful, Counselor, th(

Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the

Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:5).

Classifieds

FOR RENT

VILLA: Isles of Palms, SC (Charleston area):

3 BD, 3BA. Resort community. Walk to beach,

pool, golf, tennis. Tropical, upscale d6cor. Extended

stay discounts available. 703-255-0572

TOWNHOME: Lovely one-story townhome
at Lake Norman. 2 bedrooms - 2 baths. Lots of

storage. Walking distance to shopping center.

$900/month includes water. Call 704-995-6455.

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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Ministry promotes unity

MINISTRY, from page 1

m

Hispanic ministry.

Last year, a group of Anglo
parishioners found out that a group of

Hispanics, mostly from Guatemala, were

gathering in the church's chapel for a

weekly prayer group.

Most of the members of the prayer

group had been part of the parish for two

years, even though the church did not

offer a Spanish-language Mass.

Recognizing the need to reach out

to their Hispanic brothers and sisters in

faith, a small group of Anglos and two

Hispanics formed the Latino Advocacy

Group, according to Antonio Garcia,

diocesan Hispanic ministry coordinator

for the Asheville Vicariate.

"The advocacy group has been a

great help," said Garcia. "They have built

a bridge between the two communities."

The first Spanish-language Mass
was celebrated in late October 2006
with 150 congregants. Today, about 300

Hispanic Catholics regularly attend the

weekly Mass.

"The people who are showing up

are surprisingly varied— from the well-

educated middle-class to the very poor,

uneducated," said Father Bill Rickle,

director of the Institute on Migration,

Culture and Ministry. "They also come

Hispanic ministry is one of the ministries

in the Diocese of Charlotte supported

by your contributions to the Diocesan

Support Appeal.

from a wide variety of countries."

The institute, which is hosted by

Loyola College in Baltimore, focuses on

helping immigrants transition from their

native countries to the United States.

It also gathers information from many
areas in order to understand how best to

help the Hispanic community.

The institute also promotes
community development and integration

of immigrants into the mainsfream of the

Catholic Church and society.

"We're particularly happy because

this ministry gives us a chance to assist

the diocese, while doing what we do best;

it's a good fit for all of us," said Father

Rickle.

Part of the institute's work in

Asheville is providing a priest, Jesuit

Father Bill Ameche, to coordinate

Hispanic ministry efforts.

Courtesy Photo

Franciscan Sister Andrea Inkrott follows a group

discussion during the first diocesan Encounter

for Hispanic Youth and Young Adult Ministry at St.

Theresa Church in Mooresville in 2005.

The most important thing in building

a cohesive parish is for each group —
Hispanics, Anglos, African Americans

and others — to make the others feel

welcome. Father Ameche said.

At St. Eugene Church, this is

happening on both sides. Anglo
parishioners are at each Spanish-

language Mass to greet worshippers.

And when the Hispanics organized a

celebration for the feast of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, Anglos attended in large

numbers as well, bringing 625 area

Catholics together as one.

"Once the Hispanics feel welcome
by the Anglos, they feel welcomed into

the parish," said Father Ameche.
As the needs ofHispanic parishioners

have arisen, the parish has taken steps to

meet those needs.

Catechism classes are taught in

Spanish to about 30 children preparing

for first communion. Another 30
children, who have already received that

sacrament, attend "community classes"

to further their religious education, said

Father Ameche.
When the Anglo parishioners learned

that the adults wanted to improve their

English, they began offering English

classes concurrently with the children's

classes.

Starting in a few weeks, Spanish

classes will begin for English-speakers.

The goal of Hispanic ministry

throughout the diocese is to "make
cotmections and share their gifts" with

the rest of the church, said Franciscan

Sister Andrea Inkrott, director for

diocesan Hispanic ministry.

"Our vision is that the Hispanic

community takes its rightfixl place, at all

levels, in all the parishes of the Diocese

of Charlotte," said Sister Inkrott.

By embracing minority populations

of Catholics, the diocese is made
stronger through their diverse talents and

shared beliefs, she said.

Sister Inkrott hopes Hispanics will

continue to play a significant role in

building the kingdom ofGod, and inspire

other minority communities of Catholics

to follow their example.

"Hispanics are a blessing to the

whole church," Sister Inkrott said. "With

their gifts, and our gifts, we can build a

beautiful church— one that isn't like any

church before it."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.'
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Weekend Experience • February 23 - 25

Have you ever consld^Bd a monastic vocation?

Young, professional men, age 21 -40, can experience a weekend living ttie monastic life with the monks of

teimont Abbey. Space is limited, so please make your res^ation now.

For reservations or questions, contact Abbot Placid Solari, O.S.B. at 704-8^5-6675 or email PlacldSolari@bac.edu
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The Good News in Catholic

education
Catholic schools, teachers help faith live, thrive

I recall so vividly the first day that

my mother brought me to the Cathedral

grammar school in Boston. As a six-year-

old, I experienced a sense of anxiety as

she introduced me to Sister Ruth.

The fact that I was soon to be

enveloped by a strange setting with kids

I didn't know was fai" fi-om comforting.

Yet, my feelings of confusion and
helplessness did not go unnoticed as

Sister Ruth, while taking me in her arms,

shared the truth in love.

She said so simply, "Jimmy, Jesus

loves you and so do I."

Thatmemorablemoment set the stage

for the 12 years of Catholic schooling

that would follow for me. As the days,

months and years unfolded, I came to

realize and appreciate that Jesus did, does

and will love me unconditionally.

I grew in my recognition that each

of my teachers mirrored his care and

compassion on my behalf I grew in my
understanding that the Catholic school

was a grace-filled environment within

which the vision, values and virtues of

Jesus himself not only were taught but

were lived.

During these formative years, I was
reminded again and again that I should

cultivate the intellectual and affective

components of my life; that I should

develop my talents and skills; that I

should allow Jesus to minister to me and

through me.

What a blessing it was for me to be

in a setting founded upon the person and

message of the risen Lord.

After having been ordained 10 years,

I served for a decade as the director of

religious education for the 212 Catholic

schools in the Archdiocese of Boston.

While exercising that role I participated

in the process ofensuring that the schools

would never be perceived as simply

"private."

Iwelcomedtheprivilegeofreminding
teachers that they were implementing

a public ministry within the church as

Guest

Column

FATHER JAMES
HAWKER

GUEST COLUMNIST

they took seriously their responsibility

to teach as Jesus did. Time and again I

quoted the words of Pope Paul VI when
he wrote, "People today don't believe

teachers. They believe witnesses. If they

do believe teachers, it is because they are

witnesses."

Since my arrival in the Diocese of

Charlotte in 1995, it has been an honor

for me to communicate and collaborate

with so many devoted and dedicated

teachers within this diocese.

Their conviction that Jesus is Lord
and their commitment to serve in

his name have been exemplary and
inspiring. They have labored zealously

to create and cultivate an environment

within which the person and message

of the teacher are viewed as the very

foundation of the grace-filled setting that

is the Catholic school.

Many years have passed since I

entered first grade. How times have
changed in the interim. As in the past,

it must never be forgotten that Jesus

loves us and sends us, regardless of
our age, to share that love with others

as we exemplify his peace and justice,

compassion and forgiveness.

Is it any wonder, then, that we
acknowledge the Good News in Catholic

education during this year's Catholic

Schools Week?

Father Hawker is vicarfor education

in the Diocese ofCharlotte, andpastor of
St. Luke Church in Mint Hill.

Visible witnesses in

women religious

1 found an omission in the article on

women religious by Staff Writer Karen
A. Evans very telling "Tomorrow's
sisters today," Jan. 12.

While the article was well-written,

it does not mention something that is

common to some orders of women
religious: that they are radically living

out the evangelical counsels with a

radical orthodoxy coupled with a visible

witness— a habit.

These young women are giving

themselves to our Lord and are unafraid

to witness to him in everything they

do and in all circumstances in which

Letterto the Editor

they do it.

To me, this is the hope for the

coming generations of Catholics. This

willingness to witness through a radical,

sacrificial and visible life will inspire

more vocations more effectively than a

hundred talks about vocations.

Let's pray that these young women
— and the young seminarians who are

beginning to live their vocations in an

equally radical way — continue to have

the support of their bishops and the

people they serve.

— Jane Kodack
Greensboro

Generating bad news
Honestyy accountability generate positive

changCy trust

The winding river of my
conmiunications career has taken me
around several bends when it comes to

sharing bad news.

In the public sector, when I worked
for a school system, bad news took

the form of low test scores that were
dutifiilly buried beneath a haystack of

statistics that made the bad needles a

little hard to find.

In the corporate world I learned that

unless the CEO is sporting handcuffs,

bad news is generally ignored.

The place where I now work— the

gathering place of admitted sinners, the

Catholic Church— is where I've found

more candor than at any other stopping

point in my career.

Forthrightness, as demonstrated
with the release three years ago of the

John Jay study ofsexual abuse by clergy,

can be painful. In apologizing for the sin

and crime of sexual abuse, the church

conducted a far reaching study of the

problem and its causes.

A new study from Villanova
University in Pennsylvania brings

another round of scrutiny. The issue this

time is parish finances.

The Villanova study, as reported

in the Jan. 26 issue of The Catholic

News & Herald, found that four out

of five diocesan finance officers who
answered a national survey said they

had experienced at least one case of

embezzlement of parish funds within

the past five years. In 11 percent of

those dioceses, the amount pilfered from

individual churches was more than halfa

million dollars. Ouch!

The authors of the report, Robert

West and Charles Zech, demonstrated

an anti-Catholic bias when they sought

funding from the Presbyterian-based

Louisville Institute. The first pandering

sentence of their grant proposal reads,

"Compared to their Protestant fiiends,

U.S. Catholics know very little about

the financial operations of their church,

which has the general reputation of

neitherbeing transparent nor accountable

in its finances."

So much for starting with an open

mind.

Despite the underlying bias of the

authors, the reportwas published through

the Catholic Villanova University. Why,
you may ask, does the church keep

supplying the media with bad news
about itself?

What the church is doing, and
doesn't get much credit for, is acting

in an open and honest manner. Like the

John Jay report, the Villanova study

presents valid statistics for a very large

but not unique organization — the

Catholic Church.

Will we see the same level of

financial honesty and openness from
other Christian denominations and non-

profits? Hope so. Doubt it.

Bill Weldon, chief financial officer

for the Diocese of Charlotte, plays a

lead role in implementing accoimting

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID HAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

systems that ensxire the integrity of the

collections in the diocese.

"It is very important for us to be
forthright to our parishioners with our

accounting and financial processes," said

Weldon in a recent interview for docPod,

the diocesan podcast.

Weldon also serves as chairman ofthe

national advisory Accoimting Practices

Committee, a lay group ofcertified public

accoimtants convened to advise the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops. The
committee recently presented bishops

with a list of recommendations that will

take greater financial accountability ijulal

down to the parish level.

The recommendations, most of
which have been implemented in the

Diocese of Charlotte, include:

— Sending the bishop a letter signed

by all members of the parish finance

council, certifying that approved budgets

were made available to parishioners for

review;

— training for clergy and laypeople

responsible for finances;

— policies that cover conflicts of

interest, protecting whistleblowers and

prosecuting fi-aud cases.

Weldon said the fi-ontline for financial

accountability in Catholic churches is the

parish finance council.

"The parish finance council is the

single best intenial control that exists at

the parish level," he said.

Weldon stressed the importance of

regular meetings and comparisons of

actual expenditures against what was
budgeted.

As the Presbyterian Church USA
learned last summer when it fired its

niraiber two finance officer for — you

guessed it— embezzlement, the systems

that well-meaning accountants put in

place sometimes can be circumvented by|

determined con artists.

The question for each of us as we

read these press accounts and place ouj

envelopes in the offertory basket is: Do
trust this organization?

The churches in this diocese have

earned that trust. Bill Weldon is working

to ensure that trust for all the nation'

19,000 Catholic parishes.
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David Hains is director o_

communications of the Diocese o

Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains(^

charlottediocese. org.

A podcast ofthis column is availabl

at www.charlottediocese.org.
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The blessings of Cana
A thank you to the miracle of marriage

The Gospel ofJohn tells us about the

very first miracle that Jesus performed

in public.

Jesus — an invited guest at a

wedding celebration that was well

underway— was pulled aside fi-om all of

the merriment by his mother. Mary asked

him if he would please do something to

save the dignity of the bride and groom,

as they had run out of wine to serve.

Jesus asked that large earthen vessels

be filled with cold clear water. After being

filled, these same vessels began pouring

out wine that was sweet and abundant.

In addition to this miracle, what if

another miracle that day in Cana was also

Jesus showing us what is possible when
a man and woman join together in the

sacrament of marriage?

When two people come together to

join hearts and lives in the "vessel" of

marriage and invite the most powerfijl

of all special guests to their celebration,

what emerges fi-om this union is nothing

short- of miraculous — and the world

tastes the sweetness of their blessings.

Consider the following:

— Marriage can create tender

lealing for the jagged scars of past

elationships.
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It is marriage that "becomes the icon of the

relationship between God and his people and vice

versa," said Pope Benedict in his first encyclical,

"God is Love."

Hearts are mended and become open

to the world to give and receive more
love than ever before.

— Marriage can create joy. With
deep compassion and commitment to

happiness comes gaiety and excitement

for each day. When the song of laughter

Peace of

Mind

LORI FOX
GUEST COLUMNIST

rings through the air, all the world is

emboldened to face life's challenges.

— Marriage can create wealth. The
combination of material and spiritual

resources builds homes and communities

that comfort, nurture and inspire.

— Marriage can create life. A brand

new person comes into existence and

the world is changed by his or her very

presence.

The true miracle of the wedding
at Cana is as alive and real today as it

was on the day of that wonderful party

that Jesus attended. With the marriage

of two souls comes the power to create

something fine fi-om nothing at all, and

all the world is better for it.

So here's to you, Valentines — lift

your goblets high and see with gladness

all that you have brought us. May your

cups ruimeth over.

Lori Fox is counseling supervisor

for Catholic Social Services in the

Diocese ofCharlotte.

Pope says early

church grew thanks

to commitment of

married people

The 'American Idol'

approach to dreams
Success requires both talent and perseverance

Our

Turn

What's up with all these "American

dol" contestants making fools of
.hemselves on national television,

; Tiumiliations set to music," according to

I recent Washington Post article.

Some think the wannabe stars have

t coming to them for appearing on the

how. And what the heck are parents and

riends doing encouraging "horrendously

'^ocally challenged, camera-unfi-iendly

)erformers?" asked Beliefnet's pop-
ulture blog titled '"American Idol' and

ur Culture of Lies."

Jennifer Crocker, a professor of
tsychology at the University ofMichigan
vho focuses on self-esteem issues,

ays parents shouldn't encourage their

hildren to believe they will become
Unerica's next idol if there's no chance.

Telling your kid they're great can

feate more vulnerability," says Crocker

a Newsweek interview about the

jlevised stoning sessions.

'Some people think kids can't stand

3 hear anything negative so they only

ive them praise, but research shows
lat those are the kids who are the most
ulnerable when they experience a

stback," she said.

But aptitude and skill have so little

*b do with dreams and who gets to live

^eirs out.

"Success is 99 percent perspiration

id 1 percent talent," my business-sawy

father toldme backwhen I was imloading

Thin Mints as a Brownie Girl Scout.

"The only thing that separates the

wiimers fi-om the losers is perseverance,"

he said.

Dr. Seuss received 27 rejections

before "And to Think That I Saw It

on Mulberry Street" was published; a

skinny, 5-foot- 11 Michael Jordan was
cut from his varsity basketball team;

Colonel Sanders drove fi-om restaurant

to restaurant with his pressure cooker

and famous recipe of 11 herbs and
spices before he made histoiy with

Kentucky Fried Chicken; and didn't

some opinionated jerk tell Katie Couric

in her early days that she didn't have a

face for television?

I certainly wasn't bom with the

ability to write. My eighth-grade English

teacher Mrs. Kracus read aloud my
essay as an example ofhow not to write.

My SAT scores were so low (especially

verbal) that I lied about them for 18

years;

Any aptitude test I took suggested

I pursue a career in math or science. I

hardly enjoyed Plato and Hemingway.
Oh yes, and my "American Idol"

moment? When I asked a professor

in grad school to write a letter of
recommendation for me.

I was applying for a job as an editor

of a Catholic magazine. This priest.

THERESA].
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much like the conceited Simon Cowell,

took me outside in the hall to drop

the bomb.

"I'm sorry," he said, squinting his

small brown eyes that shot daggers

through my heart. "I can't do that. It is

just that you you don't use words

correctly."

Had I been on a televised set, I may
have responded like Jessica Rhodes, the

wannabe singer who walked offthe stage

in tears after a cruel Cowell said: "I don't

want to patronize you, but it's never

gonna work for you, darling."

"No way. Please no, please!"

I don't know. Maybe all dreamers

are fools to some extent because dreams

aren't grounded in reality or logic. If

they were, I'd be a math professor or

an engineer for NASA (remember, my
math and science scores were higher

than English), not writing about the poor

suckers on "American Idol" who just got

the punch, the forget-about-it talk that

almost made me drop the pen (and my
dream) back in grad school.

Jessica Rhodes and clan might need

a reality check, a few vocal lessons and

some pointers on style and performance.

But they shouldn't be told their dreams

are unattainable.

Talent doesn't make a star.

Perseverance does.

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— From the

earliest days of Christianity, the faith was
nourished and the church grew, thanks

to the commitment of believing married

couples, Pope Benedict XVI said.

Continuing what he described as

a verbal "portrait gallery" of important

figures in the early church, the pope

focused his Feb. 7 general audience

remarks on Priscilla and Aquila, a married

couplewho assisted St. Paul in his ministry

in Corinth, Ephesus and Rome.
The couple not only opened their

home to St. Paul, but also to all local

Christians, hosting the community's

gatherings to read the Scriptures and

share the Eucharist, the pope said.

The faith proclaimed by the apostles,

he said, took root in the lives ofthe people

thanks to the commitment of couples and

families, "and it always will be only in

this way that the church grows."-

Pope Benedict said Christians today

should follow the example of Priscilla

and Aquila.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience Feb. 7.

Dear brothers and sisters.

In today's c^techesis, we consider

a married couple, Priscilla and Aquila,

who played an active part in the early

church, and particularly in the ministry

of St. Paul.

The apostle first met them in exile

in Corinth, and then again in Ephesus

and finally in Rome. At Ephesus, they

instructed Apollos in the faith and in

every city they opened their home to the

local Christian community for worship.

Paul praises them in his Letter to

the Romans as his "fellow workers in

Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for

my life, to whom not only I, but also all

the churches of the gentiles give thanks"

(Rom 16:3-4).

This remarkable tribute bespeaks

their great influence in the apostolic

church and reminds us that we ourselves

have received the faith through the

witness of countless committed
Christians like them.

Priscilla and Aquila show us the

important role played by married couples

in the life of the church. Every home is

called to become a "domestic church" in

which family life is completely centered

on the lordship of Christ, and the love of

husband and wife mirrors the mystery of

Christ's love for the church, his bride (cf.

Eph 5:25-33).
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St. Philip the Apostle Church has long tradition

of serving parish and community
STATESVILLE — The year was

1870 when Benedictine Father Mark
Gross, who was working in Greensboro,

celebrated the first Mass in Statesville.

That Mass marked the beginning of

formal Catholic gatherings in the Iredell

County town, and laid the foundation

for the establishment of St. Philip the

Apostle Church.

Father Gross celebrated those first

Masses in the home of J.L.P. Roueche,

using a handmade chest of drawers as an

altar. Celebrations continued in the home
on special occasions until 1898.

That year a chapel was built and

placed under the patronage of St. Philip

in memory of Philip Barton Key, a

Catholic Confederate Army officer who
had become a successfial businessman in

the 1890s in Statesville.

Key's wife, a great-granddaughter of

the niece ofMartha Washington, decided

to build a chapel in tribute to her late

husband, himself a relative of Francis

Scott Key, author of "The Star-Spangled

Banner."

Built in 1898, the church was
dedicated and blessed in January 1901

by Benedictine Bishop-Abbot Leo Haid

of Belmont Abbey. Thus, the 63-year

Benedictine pastorate in Statesville

continued. Mass was celebrated monthly

until 1924, when Mass was offered

St. Philip the Apostle Church in Statesville has been

nearly 1 40 years.

twice a month.

In 1 933, St. Philip Church was placed

imder the jurisdiction of the Diocese of

Raleigh. The Order of Franciscan Friars

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST OF IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 8-18, 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fuUtime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual ermchment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Highlights include:

• spectacular Qiffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

• Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

• Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

• Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

• Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

• KUlamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

• Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

• Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

• Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

• Beautiful Glendalough - 6* century monastic site of St. Kevin

• Dublin - fuU tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'Connell Street, shopping — PLUS much more!

$2,899 from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours

and admission fees to sites. Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

This is a diocesan-sponsored pilgrimage. For a brochure with complete details, call

Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost Tours at (800) 713-9800.

Photo by George Cobb

enriching the spiritual lives of area Catholics for

Minor, with priests living in a Lenoir

priory, was assigned to Statesville.

St. Philip had its first resident

pastor, Franciscan Father Arnold Waters,

in 1940, and a friary was built and

dedicated in Statesville the following

year. At that time, the parish consisted of

85 registered parishioners.

Parish formation continued
throughout the 19405. Children's

catechism classes began in 1946 when
Sisters of Mercy from Salisbury visited

once a week, while the resident priests

taught the older youths.

The Catholic Women's League was
founded in January 1948 to serve the

church and its altar; it later played a

significant role in organizing a variety of

parish activities.

The golden anniversary of the

founding of St. Philip Church was
celebrated in October 1948. Abbot
Vincent Taylor of Belmont Abbey
presided at the jubilee Mass. Father

Arnold returned for the occasion.

The Franciscan pastorate at St.

Philip Church lasted into the 1960s. In

1956, a former Lutheran church in town
was purchased and renovated for use by

the ever-growing Catholic community in

Statesville.

In 1965, pastoral care of the parish

transferred to diocesan priests. The
priesthood of the Diocese of Charlotte

assumed the responsibility in 1972 upon
the formation of the new diocese.

A three-phase expansion project

for a new multipurpose parish center, a

rectory and a church at a new location

were being discussed in the 1 970s. Then-

Bishop Michael J. Begley approved that

plan in 1977.

Late the next year, the bishop

dedicated the new center, complete with

a worship space, auditorium, classrooms,

educational and recreational rooms, a

cry room, reconciliation room, office

and kitchen.

A rectory was constructed

ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH
4525 Camden Drive

Statesville, N.C. 28677

(704) 872-2579

Vicariate: Salisbury

Pastor: Father Kurt Fohn

Permanent Deacons: Deacon Charles

Brantley

Number of Families: 420

Father Kurt Fohn

in 1979, thereby completing the

second phase.

With the Catholic population still

increasing, St. Philip Church continued

the building project, this time in the mid-

r990s. Then-Bishop William G. Curlin

dedicated the new church in October

1995 for a thriving Catholic community
in Iredell County.

The completion of construction— a

project spearheaded' by former pastors

Father Edward Beatty, Father Joseph

Waters and Father Paul Gary — also

marked the development in parish and

community outreach, which over the

years has included a daycare formerly

operated by Sisters of the Daughters

of the Church, a food closet ministry

and ministerial work to the coimty's

Hispanic population.

InJuly 1 996,FatherPeterFitzgibbons,

a former U.S. Army chaplain, was
appointed pastor of St. Philip Church.

A member of the U.S. Army Reserves,

Father Fitzgibbons was deployed to

Kuwait in February 2003.

Father Fitzgibbons returned from thi
t

Middle East in 2004 and is now assigned
|

to Our Lady of the Annimciation Church

in Albemarle.

On Oct. 25, 1998, Bishop Curlin

celebratedaspecialMasstocommemoratC!^;

the parish's 100th armiversary.

Oufreach atthe parishandcommunity

levels continues with parishioners

participating in the food closet, altai

guild, blood drives and other efforts.

Each year, SPIRIT, St. Philipi

Church's high school youth group, cooki

and serves meals at the Fifth Street

Ministries soup kitchen in Statesville.

The pastorate and parishioners ol

St. Philip the Apostle Church continu«

the Catholic tradition in Iredell Coimty

tradition enriched by the influence of th«,

Benedictine, Franciscan and diocesai

pastoral service.

j

Contributing to this story was StaJ^

Writer Karen A. Evans.

last

one
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Forwomen
and children

Feted pain legislation

just one of life-related

bills before Congress

BY NANCY FRAZIER
O'BRIEN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The
last pro-life bill to be considered

by the 109th Congress became
one of the first introduced

in the 110th Congress when
Sen. Sam Brownback, R-Kan.,

reintroduced the Unborn Child

Pain Awareness Act.

The legislation, which died

in the House ofRepresentatives

Dec. 6 when it failed to receive

See CONGRESS, page 9

'Short course'

for long, faithful

journey

CursiUo movement
strengthens faith of

many in diocese

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The
worldwide CursiUo movement
is growing in the diocese.

Throughfriendships, small-

group meetings and three-day

miniconferences, themovement
has instructed thousands of

participants how to evangelize

in their communities.

"It's for Catholics in good
standing . . . who are interested

in changing their environments

for Christ," said Butch Mayer,

CursiUo lay director in the

diocese,who ledaninformation

See CURSILLO, page 12
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Parish Profile

St. Dorothy Church home

to many Catholics since

WWII
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Dear Valentine

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Brooke Dandurand, a fourth-grader at St. Patrick School in Charlotte, works on a Valentine's Day card Feb. 1 3.
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LOVERS' HOLIDAY

ORIGINATES FROM WISE,

CARING ITALIAN BISHOP

LONDON (CNS) — The

man behind Feb. 14, when
lovers around the world
exchange cards and gifts, has

been largely forgotten on his

own feast day.

Such little significance

is attached to the memory of

St. Valentine that even in the

Spanish capital of Madrid in

2005 only a handful of people

visited the Church of St. Anton,

where what is believed to be his

skeleton is kept.

The relics are said to be

those of the bishop of Temi,

Italy, who was just 20 years old

when he was consecrated by St.

Felician ofFoligno, Italy, in 1 97

on the orders ofPope Victor I.

For 73 years, this St.

Valentine built up his diocese

in the face of persecution:

preaching, tending to the sick

and visiting Christians jailed

for reftising to renounce their

faith. In 270, St. Valentine was

incarcerated. While in prison,

St. Valentine was beaten and

finally beheaded, at the age of

93, on the orders of the prefect

ofRome.

Training the faithful in western N.C.
Lay ministry program

now offered in Smoky
Mountain Vicariate

Courtesy Photo

Father Shawn O'Neal, pastor of St. Joseph Church in Bryson City, speaks to students

in the Lay Ministry Training Program Feb. 10. This is the first year the program

has been offered in Bryson City

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

BRYSON CITY— For the

past 16 years, lay people in the

Diocese of Charlotte have had

opportunities to expand their

knowledge of their Catholic

faith through the diocesan

Education Vicariate's Lay
Ministry Training Program.

Unfortunately for some

See MINISTRY, page 5

Battling prejudice
LOCAL CATHOLIC HAD FRONT-

ROW SEAT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT IN ST LOUIS

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

Editor's note: The main

subject's name has been

changed to protect herprivacy.

CHARLOTTE—Elizabeth

Ryan's early life was like that

ofmany others. She grew up in

a middle-class Catholic home
in south St. Louis in the 1930s

and '40s and was educated at

all-white Catholic schools.

See RIGHTS, page?
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Written offenses

Edwards' bloggers

stir criticism

I
PAGE 8

Culture Watch

Palestinian tensions in novel;

'Apprentice' star speaks

I
PAGES 10-11

Perspectives

Operation Rice Bowl;

people, not products

I PAGES 14-15
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Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own bacltyard

FOUNDED ON FAITH AND FRIENDSHIP

CNS PHOTO BY Kerry Myers

Father William Evans, an Australian navy chaplain who served in World War II and died in the 1960s,

dreamed of thanking the United States for saving his life along with more than 600 shipmates. His dream

was fulfilled with the building of the Regina Coeli Memorial Church in Sydney Father Evans was the first

parish priest at the church, dedicated to "Australian-American friendship in war and peace."

Australian priest seeks American

ship's crest to honor WWII battle
SYDNEY, Australia (CNS) — An

Australian parish priest has been looking

for the crest of an American destroyer

to display in a church honoring the

friendship between Americans and
Australians.

Father Paul Hilder of Regina Coeli

Memorial Church in Sydney would like to

add the crest of the USS Patterson to the

church's memorabilia commemorating
the ship, which saved 627 Australians of

the HMAS Canberra during a World War
II battle.

The church's founder and first pastor.

Father William Evans, was one of those

saved during the Battle of Savo Island off

the Solomon Islands in August 1942.

However, Father Hilder said he has

been unable to make contact with any

crew members of the ship, which was
decommissioned in 1945 and later was
sold for scrap.

"I think it would be fitting to honor

the ship and its crew by having its crest on

the wall of the chapel," Father Hilder said.

"I'm sure Father Evans would like to have

seen it displayed in his beautiflil church."

Father Evans had a deep affection

for the United States and Americans

after the Battle of Savo Island, when a

large Japanese naval force destroyed the

HMAS Canberra. The USS Patterson,

with help from the USS Blue, rescued the

Canberra's survivors.

More than 1,000 Allied persormel

died in the battle, and 700 were wounded.

The Japanese sanktwoAmerican cruisers,

and the cruisers HMAS Canberra and the

USS Astoria were so badly damaged that

they eventually sank.

The experience had a great effect

on Father Evans, then 36, and it instilled

in him a desire to commemorate
permanently the friendship between
Australia and the United States. The
Regina Coeli Memorial Church was the

realization of his dream.

A donation from Cardinal Francis

Spellman of New York assisted the

building of the church. For many years

the church sponsored an annual Coral

Sea Mass.

The church has a side altar called the

American chapel, where an American

flag and a glass wall bearing an engraved

U.S. coat of arms is displayed with a

sign: "To the people of the United States

of America. In honor of Australian-

American Friendship in War and Peace."

On the other side altar, opposite

the American chapel, is the Australian

chapel. An Australian flag is displayed

with a similar etching of the Australian

coat^of arms.

Social ministry central to church life,

social ministry leaders told
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The

church's social justice mission is an

integral part of its life, and "this is

a time for mission," John Carr, the

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops'

secretary for social development and

world peace, told a national gathering of

Catholic social ministry leaders.

Carr noted that several national figures

in Catholic social ministry will be leaving

the USCCB staff" in coming months as a

result of the bishops' recent decision to

downsize their national offices.

But he added, "Even if there are

fewer of us, the mission hasn't changed.

... The question is not who occupies the

boxes, the question is how the mission

gets done."

He said the mission remains — to

"bring good news to the poor" and to

"set the downtrodden free. That mission

is our life's work."

Carr quoted from Pope Benedict

XVI's encyclical, "Deus Caritas Est"

("God Is Love"), in which the pope says

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVIUE VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE — St. Francis of the

Hills Fraternity Secular Franciscan Order will

meet Feb. 25, 1-3 p.m., in the classroom area at

Immaculate Conception Church, 208 Seventh

Ave., West. For more information, contact

Joanita M. Nellenbach, SFO, (828) 627-9209.

ARDEN— The St. Martin de Porres Dominican

Laity Chapter meets the fourth Monday of

every month at 7 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas

Academy, 564 Long Shoals Rd. Inquirers are

welcome. For more information, contact Joe

Kraft at (828) 648-1036 orjebkraft@juno.com.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Volunteers are needed for

a "40 Days for Life" Lenten prayer vigil. The

vigil will take place outside of the Family

Reproductive Health facility at 700 E. Hebron

St. A rally will kick off the vigil on Ash
Wednesday, Feb. 21, at 8:30 a.m. at the facility.

The vigil ends at 3 p.m., Palm Sunday, April

1. Sign up by contacting Andrea Hines at

HinesAL@aol.com. Specify your preferred

dates and times, and include alternatives.

CHARLOTTE — Pathfinders, a peer-led

support group for separated and divorced adults,

offers education, support and fellowship through

the divorce process. The group meets Tuesdays,

7:30-9 p.m., in St. Gabriel Church's Ministry

Building, 3016 Providence Rd. For more
information, call Nancy at (704) 752-03 1 8.

CHARLOTTE — TGIF on Wednesday is

a support group for separated or divorced

women and men. All are welcome to join us

for encouragement and discussion with others

the church "cannot and must not remain

on the sidelines in the fight for justice"

and "charity must animate the entire

lives of the lay faithfijl and therefore

also their political activity, lived as

'social charity.'"

The pope's message, he said, is that

Catholics working for social justice "are

not inspired by ideologies" but are acting

as "persons moved by Christ's love. Faith

shapes our politics."

"Jesus made it absolutely clear that

the measure ofour society is its treatment

of the least among us," Carr said.

About 600 people, representing

diocesan social ministry programs and

Catholic organizations engaged in social

ministry across the country, attended

the Feb. 11-14 Catholic Social Ministry

Gathering. The annual meeting features

wide-ranging discussions on socialjustice

and public policy issues and lobbying

members of Congress on immigration

reform, poverty and a variety of other

domestic and international issues.

making similar journeys at St. Matthew Church,

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., Wednesday

nights at 6:30 p.m. in the New Life Center, Room
1 14. Ifyou have any questions, call Bonnie Motuz

at (704) 543-8998.

CHARLOTTE — The Healing Prayer Group

will pray with you in the name of Jesus for your

healing, be it mental, spiritual or physical. Come
and know the gentleness and unconditional love

of the Lord. We meet the third Monday of each

month in the St Matthew Church chapel, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., at 7:30 p.m. For

more information, e-mail Barbara Gardner at

chlt5nc@aol.com.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 4145 Johnson St., will begin the 2007

series of our Hope of Seeing Everyone Again

(HOSEA) program. It is a program to invite

Catholics who have distanced themselves from the

Catholic Church, for whatever reason, to return.

This small group will meet Tuesdays, 7-9 p.m.,

through March 14 to get a sense of the modem-
day church, to discuss various issues and concerns

and to receive pastoral referrals and guidance.

For more information, contact Larry Kwan at

(336)688-1220.

STONEVILLE— The Greensboro Council of

Catholic Women is having its annual Lenten

Mini Retreat, led by Father Louis Canino, at the

St Francis Springs Prayer Center March 1 at 10

a.m. Carpools will leave from St. Paul the Apostle

Church parking lot, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd.,

Greensboro, by 9:15 a.m. For more information,

please call Carmen Wood (336) 545-9266.

GREENSBORO — The Reemployment Support

Group of St. Paul the Apostle Church will meet

Feb. 22, 7:30-9 p.m., in Room 8 of the Parish

Life Center, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. If you

are currently out of work or looking to make a

career change, join us for encouragement support
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican official: World must balance

social justice, development
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A

Vatican official urged the international

community to examine moral challenges

raised by the globalized economy,

including the increasing vulnerability of

migrant workers and the extreme poor.

Archbishop Celestino Migliore,

papal nuncio to the United Nations, said

globalization places new demands on a

traditional responsibility : balancing social

justice with economic development.

He spoke Feb. 8 at a meeting of the

Commission for Social Development of

the U.N. Economics and Social Council

at the United Nations.

Archbishop Migliore said migrants

have become an important source oflabor

aroimd the world and deserve "equal pay

and equal protection under the law, not

least because the jobs they do are often

the ones that no one else wants."

Many migrant workers are forced to

work away from their families, and legal

and informative topics to help you in your job

search. For more information, call Colleen Assal at

(336) 294-4696, ext. 226.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY — The annual World Day of Prayer

ecumenical worship service will held March 1

at 7 p.m. at Corinth Reformed Church, 150 16th

Ave. NW. The bilingual service is themed "United

under God's Tent" and was written by Paraguayan

Christian women. The service is sponsored by more

than 15 area churches, including St. Aloysius, St.

Francis ofAssisi and St. Joseph Catholic churches.

Child care will be provided and refreshments

will be served. For more information, call Carole

Marmorato at (828) 256-8956.

HICKORY— St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second St.

NE, is offering a weekly Catholic Scripture Study.

Catholic Scripture Study is a program whose
members not only learn the Scriptures, but come
to a deeper understanding oftheir faith in a setting

that builds Christian fellowship. Evening and

daytime classes meet at the church, Wednesdays,

6:45-8:30 p.m., and Thursdays 9:30-11:15 a.m.

For more information, call Ann Miller at

(828) 441-2205, or e-mail stalscss@charter.net.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

SALISBURY — Elizabeth Ministry is a peer

ministry comprised of Sacred Heart Church
parishioners who have lost babies before or shortly

after birth. Confidential peer ministry, information

and spiritual materials are offered at no cost

or obligation to anyone who has experienced

miscarriage, stillbirth or the death of a newborn.

For details, call Renee Washington at (704)

637-0472 or Sharon Surges at (704) 633-0591.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY — Ash Wednesday will be observed

with an ecumenical service at the Episcopal

Church of the Messiah, 76 Peachtree St., Feb.

21 at 12 p.m. The service, hosted by the Church

of the Messiah and St. William Catholic Church,

will feature Scripture readings, Lenten music and

arrangements should be made to allow

families to reunite, he said.

"Too often a lack of normal family

life leads to evils such as human
trafficking and prostitution on the

margins of migrant communities. The

market for such modem slavery could

be undermined by allowing families to

live together in the receiving country,"

he said.

Archbishop Migliore said the U.N.

commission should also give attention to

the very poor, who are present in every

country and routinely excluded fix)m the right

to work and shunned by those with work.

The archbishop said it is now
common to outsource production to

poorer countries far from where goods are

consumed. The practice, often motivated

by pressure for higher profits, has

brought work to many in the developing

world, but has inevitably disturbed job

sectors in richer countries, he said.

distribution ofashes. For more information, call

Joan Kennedy at (828) 837-8519.

VMNSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Fraternity of St.

Clare of the Secular Franciscan Order invites

anyone interested in learning more about the

Franciscan way to life to an Open House fornew
inquirers Feb. 20 at 7 p.m. at Our Lady ofMercy
Church meeting room, 1730 Link Rd. Secular

Franciscans are a community of Catholic men
and women in the world who seek to pattern

their lives after Jesus Christ in the spirit of

St. Francis ofAssisi. For more information, call

Mary Ellen Humphrey at (336) 722-2293 or

e-mail donaldbh@aol.com.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the Fatima

Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Secular Franciscan

Betti Pettinati-Longinotti will speak on "Art and

Prayer" at the Feb. 28 program. The sacrament

ofreconciliation will be offered at 12 p.m. in the

chapel. For more information and to RSVP, call

Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336) 624-1971 or e-mail

kganiel@triad.rr.com. Walk-ins are welcome.

WINSTON-SALEM — St. Benedict the Moor
Church, 1625 East 12th St., hosts a 12:15 p.m.

prayer service, Veni Sanctus Spiritus, the second

and fourth Wednesday of each month. All are

welcome to reflect on God and refresh the spirit

in the middle of a day. For more information

call Sister Larretta Rivera- Williams at

(336) 725-9200.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calen<jar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Feb. 18- 11:00 a.m.

Diaconate ordination of Tri Vinh Truong

St. Joseph Vietnamese Church, Charlotte

Feb. 27-1:30 p.m.

Building Commission meeting

Pastoral Center, Charlotte

Feb. 28 - 7:00 p.m.

Sacrament of confirmation

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Charlotte

Vatican stats confirm growth of

church, especially in Asia, Africa
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

latest Vatican statistics confirm that

the church's population and ministerial

workforce are continuing to shift to

developing countries, especially those in

Africa and Asia.

Figures released Feb. 12 showed

that the overall number of Catholics

increased to nearly 1.12 billion at the end

of 2005, an increase of 1.5 percent from

the previous year.

The Catholic growth rate was slightly

higher than the rate of overall population

increase, whichwas 1 .2 percent. Catholics

now represent 17.2 percent of the global

population, the Vatican said.

The church's population grew fastest

in Africa, where the number of Catholics

increased 3.1 percent in 2005, about half

a percentage point higher than the overall

population growth rate on the continent.

In Asia, the number of Catholics

was up 2.7 percent, and in the Americas

up 1.2 percent. In Europe, there was a

very slight increase in the number of

Catholics, the Vatican said.

Similar geographical differences

were reflected in the number of priests

and seminarians.

The number ofCatholic priests around

the world was 406,41 1 at the end of 2005.

That was an increase of 520, or about 0.1

percent, over the previous year.

Broken down by continent, the

increase was 3.8 percent in Asia and

3.6 percent in Africa. Europe and the

Americas showed a decrease of about

half a percentage point in the number of

priests, while the number dropped 1.8

percent in Oceania.

The global distribution of priests

continued to swing slowly toward Africa

and Asia, which at the end of 2005 had

20.3 percent of the world's priests; in

1985, that number was about 1 1 percent.

Europe continued to lose priests and

was home to 48.8 percent of the world

total; in 1985, Europe had 58 percent of

the world's priests.

The distribution numbers were
relatively unchanged for the Americas,

which have about 30 percent of the total

number of priests, and for Oceania,

which has about 1 percent of the total.

Regarding seminarians, the Vatican

said that globally the number increased

1.2 percent in 2005, from 113,044 to

114,439. Africa led the way with an

increase of 3.46 percent, followed by

Asia with 2.9 percent.

The Americas had an increase

in seminarians of 0.6 percent, while

Oceania remained virtually vmchanged.

In Europe, the number of seminarians

dropped 1 .9 percent.

For every 100 seminarians in the

world at the end of 2005, 32 were from

the Americas, 26 were Asian, 21 African,

20 European and one from Oceania, the

Vatican said.

Voting habits

CNS PHOTO BY Jose Manuel Ribeiro, Reutirs

Nuns wait in. line to cast their ballots during a nationwide referendum on abortion in Fatima, Portugal,

Feb. 1 1 . The referendum on legalizing abortion for the first 1 0 weeks of pregnancy was approved by

59.3 percent of voters but was not valid due to low voter turnout.

CORRECTIONS
In the Feb. 9 issue, the incorrect photo was used to identity Father Kurt Fohn with the

parish profile for St. Philip the Apostle Church in Statesville.

In the Feb. 2 issue, Burke United Christian Ministries was incorrectly described as an

organization providing daytime group care for adults with depression. It provides services

and housing to people in need.

The Catholic News & Herald regrets the en-ors.
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COOKING UP GRATITUDE

Knights show appreciation for

wives at annual dinner
KERNERSVILLE — The Knights

of Columbus recently showed support

to the ones who help support them most
— their wives.

Council 8509 at Holy Cross Church

in Kemersville held its annual ladies

appreciation dinner Feb. 10.

Twenty-eight people attended the

dinner, with the meals prepared by
council members and served by fourth-

degree Knights dressed in formal attire.

Long-stemmed roses were presented to

the wives.

"It took a little extra time for the

untrained 'waiters' to accomplish their

duties, but I think the wives were too

busy enjoying the evening to notice,"

said Fred Hogan, council publicity

chairman.

The Knights ofColumbus, a Catholic

fraternal organization founded in the

United States in 1882, offers support

for pro-life issues, the handicapped,

vocations and other service-orientated

ministries.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the Knights of

Columbus, visitwww.kofc.org.

CouRTBY Photo by Fred Hosan

Members of Knights of Columbus Council 8509 at Holy Cross Church in Kemersville prepare meals for

their wives before the annual ladies appreciation dinner Feb. 10.

BELMONT ABBEY
COLLEGE

Come celebrate with us!

Belmont Abbey College will host a

Harambe Mass
in the Abbey Basilica on Sunday, February 25 at 7 p.m.

Monsignor Mauricio West, Vicar General and Chancellor of the Diocese of

Charlotte, will serve as celebrant. He will he joined by the Perpetual Hope Gospel

Choir and the Kabaka Dancers for this special Mass in hopor of Black History

Month. Harambe is an African word meaning "togetherness" or "unity.

"

The public is invited to attend.

Lunch, with love

CoHRiESY Photo

Youthsfrom the confirmation class at St. Ann Church in Charlotte prepare lunches to

be delivered to the Urban Ministry Center in Charlotte Feb. 12.

Theyouths wanted toperform a group serviceproject that wouldhave apositive impact

on the Charlotte community. After purchasing the needed items, the youths made and

delivered 300 meals to the center, which offers daytime services to homeless people.

Confirmation is one ofthe three sacraments of initiation, along with baptism and the

Eucharist. Confirmation is usually administeredduring the teenyears to those baptized

in infancy.

Join the Diocese of Charlotte

and Fr. Mo West, Vicar General and Chancellor, for the

LhSm eRUISE and retreat
with a day in Seattle!

August 17-25, 2007

Your 8-day excursion includes:

* Daily Mass; time for spiritual growth and peaceful reflection on the

majestic grandeur of God's creation

* Round trip airfare from Charlotte

* All meals and accommodations on Holland America's luxury cruise

ship Oosterdam with stops in Seattle, Juneau, Hubbard Glacier, Sitka,

Ketchikan and Victoria, BC
* One pre-cruise night at hotel in Seattle with city tour and free time

* Airport transfers in Seattle

Price starts at only $2,199 per person for double occupancy and includes

airfare from Charlotte, all ship meals, accommodations, Seattle hotel and city tour,

transfers, port charges and taxes (which may be subject to change).

Early booking fares for choice of cabin categories are guaranteed until March 16th

so call today for a brochure; Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704)370-3332 or Corporate

Travel Service (800)727-1999, Ext. 116.
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Lay ministry program now |

offered in Bryson City

MINISTRY, from page 1

Catholics living in the outer reaches of

the 20,647-square-mile diocese, access to

lay ministry classes had been difficult.

In its first two years, the program

was offered in Hickory and Maggie
Valley. Since 1993, it has been available

only in Charlotte, Greensboro and Arden,

just south ofAsheville.

For Catholics in such far-west towns

as Murphy, traveling to Arden means a

230-mile roundtrip, 12 times each year

for classes.

"When we realized that quite a few

people in Murphy, Waynesville and such

areas wanted to enroll in lay ministry, we
looked for a more convenient location for

them," said Frank Villaronga, director

of diocesan evangelization and ministry

formation.

In September 2006, 14 men and

women enrolled in the lay ministry

program offered at St. Joseph Church in

Bryson City.

"This has been the best thing to

happen to me in a long time," said

C
C
1c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.caroIinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzima
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Evangelization and lay ministry training

are two of the ministries in the Diocese of

Charlotte supported by your contributions

to the Diocesan Support Appeal.

Michael Kaufinann. "I can't tell you how
much I appreciate having the program in

Bryson City."

Kaufman is a parishioner of St.

William Church in Murphy and serves

as the faith formation coordinator for

Immaculate Heart ofMary Mission in

nearby Hayesville. He said he plans

to incorporate what he learns into

his lay ministry classes into his faith

formation classes.

The Lay Ministry Training Program

is comprised of 12 meetings each year,

covering such topics as Scripture,

Christology, theology and history of

the Catholic Church, Vatican II, liturgy

and sacrament, morality, social ministry

and the "nuts and bolts" of ministry,

Villaronga said.

Completion of this program is a

prerequisite for men applying to the

permanent diaconate program in the

Diocese of Charlotte.

"Lay ministry isn't just learning

about your faith," said Villaronga. "It's

a formational program, and the idea

behind lay ministry is that participants

are in the program in order to answer

their baptismal call to ministry."

The class in Bryson City is comprised

of people of all ages, many ofwhom are

already involved in some kind of activity

or formal ministry in their parishes

— prison ministry, catechesis, feeding

the homeless — and others who are

exploring various ministries.

"It's been a very positive, very

practical program," said Duane Balsley,

who enrolled in the lay ministry program
with his wife, Kathleen.

Balsley, a parishioner of St. John the

Evangelist Church in Waynesville, said

it's news
inspiration about
the Diocese of Cliariotl:e!

This episode:
Money, IVIoney, IVIoney

Courtesy Photo

Participants discuss Christology during their lay ministry class in Bryson City Feb. 1 0.

he looks forward to using his lay ministry

education in local ministries.

"Before lay ministry was offered

in far-west North Carolina, a whole
section of the church was cut off from

this opportunity," said Matt Newsome,
a parishioner of St. Mary Mother ofGod
Church in Sylva.

"I'm really glad this program is being

offered in our neck of the woods," said

Newsome, who is considering entering

the diocesan permanent diaconate

program after he completes his lay

ministry training.

"Ifpeople can't come to lay ministry,

then lay ministry needs to come to them,"

Villaronga said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE INFO?

The Lay Ministry Training Program is

now accepting applications for 2007-08.

For more information, contact Frank

Villaronga at (704) 370-3274 or e-mail

faviliaronga@chariottediocese.org.

Enriching their faith

Photo by Deacon Gerald Poixay

Participants take part in a faith formation "enrichment day" at St. Leo the Great

Church in Winston-Salem Feb. 3. Approximately 100 catechists andfaith formation

teachers, mostlyfrom the Northern Region ofthe Diocese ofCharlotte, tookpart in the

event's 12 classes, which included topics such as Scripture, morality, youth ministry

and prayer The diocese's Northern Region includes parishes and missions in the

Greensboro and Winston-Salem vicariates. '

'

"
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Father Denis Hackett
dies after brief illness

Conventual Franciscan priest served at parish

in Winston-Salem

BRANCHBURG,NJ.—Conventual
Franciscan Father Denis Hackett, who
served in the Diocese of Charlotte, died

peacefully Feb. 11 in Branchburg, N.J.,

after a brief illness.

Bom in Elizabeth, N.J., Father Denis

professed his first vows as a Conventual

Franciscan friar in Rensselaer, N.Y.,

Aug. 13, 1968, and was ordained to

the priesthood at the Cathedral of the

Immaculate Conception in Albany, N.Y.,

May 11, 1974.

He served as pastor and associate

pastor at a number of churches in New
York, New Jersey and North Carolina,

including as pastor of Our Lady of Mercy
Church in Winston-Salem, Infant ofPrague

Church in Jacksonville, N.C., and Blessed

Sacrament Church in Burlington, N.C.

Father Hackett also served as vicar

provincial of the Immaculate Conception

Province of the Conventual Franciscan

Friars fi-om 1991 to 1994.

He was guardian and pastor at St.

Catharine of Siena Church in Seaside

Park, N.J., when he became ill.

At the time of his passing, he was a

member of the Franciscan community at

St. Francis Friary in Staten Island, N.Y.

Conventual Franciscan

Father Denis Hacl<ett

A Mass of Christian burial was
celebrated Feb. 16, with interment in Our

Lady ofLourdes Cemeteiy in Trenton, NJ.

Father Hackett is survived by two

sisters, Alice Hackett andAtonement Sister

Patricia Mary Hackett; a brother, Kevin

Hackett; as well as his many Franciscan

brothers; and several nieces, nephews and

numerous cousins in Cleveland, Ohio and

.

County Mayo, Ireland

In lieu of flowers, donations in

memory of Father Hackett may be made
to Conventual Franciscan Friars, P.O.

Box 629, Rensselaer, N.Y. 12144.

_^tV Bishop PeterJ. Jugis

announces the following

assignments:
Priestty Assignments

— Father Christopher Roux, as paochial

administrator of St James the Greater

Church, Hamlet; and Sacred Heart

Mission, Wadestwro — effective Feb.

1,2007

— Augustinian Father Russell Ortega,

as pastor of SL John Neumann Church,

Charlotte— effective Feb. 11 , 2007

Permanent Deacon Assignments

— Deacon Roland Geoffrey, to

SL Matthew Church, Charlotte— ef^dive

Nov. 30, 2006

— Deacon Paul Liotanl, to Holy Angels

Church, Mt. Airy — effective Dec. 20,

2006

— DeeK»n Matt Rellly, to SL Philip the

Apostie Church, StatesvUle — effective

Feb. 2. 2007

2007

T© KNOW
JESUS eHRIST

Mark your calendar now
for the third

Diocese of Charlotte

Eucharistic Congress -

Charlotte Convention Center

SEPTEMBER 21 & 22

Visit the Web site

wvm.GoEucharistcom
for the latest information about

programs and speakers, as well as

opportunities to volunteer.

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

flo ujonder lue end up at the same place.-

Belmont Abbey College, the 130-year-old

'Catholic College of the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeking?

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 "All-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Old-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

Why? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our website at

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors Institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?

BELMONT Abbey
College
kli THINGS COD MAY Bl GIOMFlEt

Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu
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*It is a sad fact that Christians are as divided as we are today.'

Local Catholic had front-

row seat for civil rights

movement in St. Louis

RIGHTS, from page 1

Herfirstexposuretoracial integration

came in the early 1940s, when the sisters

who staffed Immaculate Conception

School invited black students from
another Catholic school to attend classes

at the school for a few days.

Archbishop Joseph E. Ritter, who
later became a cardinal, went to St Louis

in 1946 and instructed all pastors to end

racial segregation in schools.

According to Ryan, the sisters at her

high school, Loretto Academy, wanted to

integrate their school immediately, rather

than abide by the five-year timeline set

forth by Archbishop Ritter.

"They had considered all the

problems and even set up scholarships to

cover students' tuition," Ryan said.

"(But) there was one problem
— how would we accept it?" she said.

"Since it was volimtary, (the sisters) said

it would be less cruel to 'not invite' them
than to issue an invitation and then have

the white girls treat them badly."

Ryan said the sisters left tbe decision

up to the students. Ifa significant number
of them objected to the integration, the

school would remain segregated until

Archbishop Ritter mandated it.

"(The sisters) said, 'Think it over

and ifyou object, tell us the truth ... we
won't tolerate you mistreating them,'"

Ryan said.

"(The white) girls were quite

snobbish and cruel to certain other white

girls," she said. "We didn't hear of it

again."

By the start of the next school

year, a group of Catholics who opposed

Archbishop Ritter 's plan appealed to the

apostolic nuncio in Washington — to

no avail — and threatened to file civil

lawsuits.

Thethreatdidn'tscarethearchbishop,

but it did make him mad. According to

archdiocesan records, he sent a letter

to all parishes on Sept 21, 1947, which

said in no uncertain terms that those who
took part in these lawsuits would face

automatic excommunication.

The letter said those who opposed

desegregation were "gravely misled"

and that Catholics were obligated to

foUow their bishops on serious beliefs

including tiie "equality of every soul

before almighty God."

The next day, a St. Louis Post

Dispatch editorial sided with the

archbishop saying he had "shown
himselfto be aman ofcourage and aman

Thi3 Catholic§hopo^
AT BELMONTABBEY COLLEGE

1 St Anniversary Celebration

Sale
tliroughout the month of February*

We have books for all ages, religious and inspirational

artwork, statues, rosaries, jewelry, medals, crosses,

crucifixes, prayer and greeting cards, music, audio

books on CD's, DVD's, sacramental and general gift

items and so much more!

Conveniently located 10 minutes from Charlotte

on the Belmont Abbey College campus

Mon., Wed,, Thurs., Fri

10:00am - 4:00pm

1-85 Exit 26

Tuesday

10:00am -6:00pm

*ln Store Purchases only

Saturday

10:am - 1:00pm

CNS PHOTO COURTESY OF St. LOUIS REVIEW

Clergy, nuns and lay people from St. Louis join in a civil rights march in Selma, Ala., in 1965. Father

Edward J. O'Donnell, who later became a bishop, marches in the second row, second from right. In a

recent interview, retired Bishop O'Donnell called the Selma march the "most dramatic" event in which

he had ever participated.

704.461.5100 CatholicShoppe@bac.edu

of determination."

In 1948, Archbishop Ritter ordered

the desegregation of all St. Louis

Catholic schools.

Eyewitness

A decade later, Ryan was working

in the records office of the St. Louis

Police Department.

While there, she saw first-hand the

types of crimes committed by people

of all races. Black-on-white and white-

on-black crimes were uncommon, but

when they did happen, the city reacted

violently.

Ryan recounted one such story.

A young married white woman
told her husband, then the police, that

she had been raped by three black men.

In actuality, she had been with her

boyfiiend.

"Something made the police

suspicious, and the next day they

arrested her for making a false report,"

Ryan said.

The St. Louis newspaper had already

reported the rape when the accuser was
arrested.

"The city was so angry that if an

arrest (of the supposed rapists) had been

made, there could have been a lynching,"

Ryan said.

According to Ryan, of about 2,000

rape reports she saw, only two were

committed by black men on white

women, and two by white men on
black women.

Taking an active role

While still employed by the St. Louis

Police Department, Ryan joined other

members of her parish in the efforts to

encourage blacks to register to vote.

"A woman would bring me pages

fi-om the phone book, and I would call

every house, asking ifthey had registered

to vote," she said.

On election days, Ryan would again

make phone calls, reminding people to

vote and arranging transportation to the

polling stations for anyone who needed

a ride.

"We were allowed to leave work
two hours early to vote," she said. "I

would go home and start making my
calls. Sometimes, I would be so busy, I

wouldn't get to vote myself."

Ryan said she never told her

supervisors or coworkers at the police

department about her civil-rights work.

"What I was doing wasn't illegal, but

neither did I make a big deal out of it," she

said. "If you marched in demonstrations

and got arrested, or showed what would

have been considered bad behavior, you

would have been fired from the police

department."

By the early 1990s, Ryan and
her daughter were living in Gaston

County. Ryan became aware of anti-

Catholic sentiments in the area, primarily

perpetrated by Bible Baptist Ministries

in Cherryville.

Taking up where she left off in

St. Louis, Ryan turned her attention

toward battling anti-Catholicism through

a series of letters to the editors of The

Gaston Gazette, The Charlotte Observer

and The Catholic News & Herald.

"Since childhood, I have always

been taught to respect the religious

beliefs of others," wrote Ryan in one

such letter to The Gaston Gazette. "It is a

sad fact that Christians are as divided as

we are today."

Contributing to this story was
Catholic News Service.

, Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.www.BelmontabbeyCollege.edu
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IN THE NEWS

'My intention is never to offend anyone for his or her personal beliefs.'

Written offenses
Blog writers stir criticism

after joining presidential

campaign staff

February 16, 2007

BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Anti-Catholic

Internet writings of two employees of

former Sen. John Edwards' presidential

campaign have triggered a firestorm in the

online community, but the candidate said

he would keep the women on his staff.

Amanda Marcotte and Melissa

McEwan both operatedWeb logs, or online

commentary pages known as blogs, before

being hired by the Edwards campaign.

Edwards, a Democrat and former

U.S. senator from North Carolina, was
the ruiming mate of Sen. John Kerry,

D-Mass., in the 2004 election and is

running for his party's presidential

nomination in 2008.

Beginning with a Feb. 6 press release,

William Donohue, president ofthe Catholic

League for Religious and Civil Rights,

demanded that Edwards fire the two
women because some of the writing they

did before they were hired criticized the

Catholic Church in sometimes grotesque

and obscene terms.

Donohue called them "anti-Catholic,

vulgar, trash-talking bigots," and quoted

fi"om several comments written by each

woman during 2006 on their generally

satirical blog pages.

His critique was picked up by an

assortment ofother online commentators.

For several days blog pages ranging from

the Democrat-leaning Daily Kos to the

Republican-leaning National Review
Online fed and expanded a debate about

free speech rights and religious bigotry.

The women's blogs, Pandagon by

Marcotte and Shakespeare's Sister by

McEwan, were dissected and quoted.

Previous actions by Donohue on topics

such as gay rights, the role of secular

CNS PHOTO BY KeFTH BEDFORD, ReUTERS

U.S. presidential candidate and former Sen. John Edwards speaks during a program to honor the late civil

rights leader Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in New York Jan. 1 4. Edwards told reporters Feb. 9 that he was

personally offended by messages two of his campaign bloggers wrote in the past criticizing the Catholic

Church, but will not terminate their employment. However, one recently resigned.

Jews in Hollywood and Christmas

displays also became fodder for the

online debate.

In a Feb. 8 statement, Edwards said

that the sentiments in some ofMarcotte 's

and McEwan 's postings on their blog

pages "personally offended me. It's not

how I talk to people and it's not how I

expect the people who work for me to

talk to people."

"Everyone is entitled to their

opinion," Edwards' press release said,

"but that kind of intolerant language

will not be permitted from anyorie in my
campaign, whether it's intended as satire,

humor or anything else."

Edwards said he would not fire the

women, however, adding that he believes

"in giving everyone a fair shake."

He said both women had assured

1^
LAST DAY COMING

^ to sign up for J
IRELAND

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE! 1

Thursday, Feb. 22

him that "it was never their intention to

malign anyone's faith and I take them at

their word."

However, Marcotte resigned Feb.

12. On her blog, she wrote that the

criticism "was creating a situation where

I felt that every time I coughed, I was
risking the Edwards campaign."

In statements posted on Edwards'

campaign Web site as well as on their

own blogs, Marcotte and McEwan
apologized for offending people.

"My writings on my personal blog,

Pandagon, on the issue of religion are

generally satirical in nature and always

intended strictly as a criticism of public

policies and politics," wrote Marcotte.

"My intention is never to offend anyone

for his or her personal beliefs."

McEwan wrote that she does not

expect Edwards to agree with everything

she has written on her blog.

"We do, however, share many
views, including an unwavering support

of religious freedom and a deep respect

for diverse beliefs," McEwan wrote. "It

has never been my intention to disparage

people's individual faith, and I'm sorry if

my words were taken in that way."

Alexia Kelley, executive director of

the Catholic Alliance for the Common
Good, weighed in, saying in a statement

that the group "condemns these and all

religiously intolerant remarks."

She said the group — a nonprofit,

nonpartisan organization founded to

advance Catholic social justice teachings

andthecommongood—acceptsEdwards'

assurances that religious intolerance has

no place in his campaign.

Kelley, who briefly served as director

of religious outreach to the Democratic

National Committee during the 2004
election and also worked for the U.S.

bishops' Catholic Campaign for Human
Development, said that with Catholics

comprising more than a quarter of the

U.S. public, "neither John Edwards nor

any other candidate can afford to take

this constituency for granted."

"We hope this unfortunate incident

will initiate a deeper conversation on

the part of all presidential candidates

regarding the broad range of issues and

values of primary importance to the

Catholic community, including the Iraq

War, a concern for the poor, human life and

dignity, the availability ofhealth care and a

commitment to the common good."

Donohue, however, was not satisfied

with Edwards' response.

In a Feb. 9 press release he vowed
to immediately launch an advertising

and public relations campaign 'directed

at Edwards on "the incredible double

standard that exists regarding bigotry in

American life ... that will keep this issue

afloat for the remainder of the year."

David Hains, communications
director for the Diocese of Charlotte,

believed enough attention has been given

to the blogs, and bloggers in general.

"The bloggers' main purpose seems

to be to remind us that a free press is often

annoyingly wrong," he said. "However,

since these two particular writers have

apologized for their offensive comments,

we as Catholics are called to accept that

and move on."

Contributing to this article was
Editor Kevin E. Murray.

TliEORATORY
434 Charlotte Avenue, P.O. Box 1 1 586

Rock Hill, SC 2973-1586

(803) 327-2097 rockhilloratory.com

See back co¥fif of this issue or eall (704) 370-3332 now.

Celebrate Catliolic Schools!
St. Thomas Aquinas Academy — Arden

JK tiigh school t^liait: offers
Academic Excellence
t;hrougii Classical Education

Self-Discipline
through Oatholic Formation

OPEN HOUSE — Tues., Feb. 20th at 7 FM
(828)687-77 14 or call for appointment
www.sttliomasaquinasacademy.org
St Thomas Aquinas Academy is a private school, independent of the Chariotte Diocesan school system.

A Day with the Acts of the Apostles

Thursday, March 22 OR Saturday, March 24

9 am to 4 pm

Dr. Peter Judge

Our Lenten Scripture Day will highlight the Acts themes in the Easter

season liturgies.The day includes noon Eucharist and lunch.

Dr. Judge teaches Religion and Scripture at Winthrop University.

The same program is offered both days.

Cost: $35 - includes lunch
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Fetal pain bill one of

many before Congress
CONGRESS, from page 1

the two-thirds majority needed to break

a procedural impasse, would require

that women undergoing an abortion at

least 20 weeks into their pregnancy be

informed that an abortion causes pain to

the fetus.

"It's a scientific, medical fact

that unborn children feel pain," said

Brownback as he reintroduced the bill

Jan. 22.

"We know that unborn children can

experience pain based upon anatomical,

functional, psychological and behavioral

indicators that are correlated with pain in

children and adults," he said. "Mothers

seeking an abortion have the right to know
that their unborn children can feel pain."

The bill also would give women the

option of choosing anesthesia for their

unborn child to lessen his or her pain

during the abortion.

In the 109th Congress, Rep. Chris

Smith, R-N.J., had sponsored the House

version of the legislation, called the

Unborn Child Pain Awareness Act. The

U.S. bishops had remained neutral on

the bills, but they will work for passage

of the latest legislation, said Deirdre

McQuade, director of planning and

information in the bishops' Secretariat

for Pro-Life Activities.

Maggi Nadol, director of Catholic

Social Service's Respect Life Office

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Fomilies in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

Mc
FUNERAL SERVICE. INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

WANT MORE INFO?

There are a number of online sources for

information on pro-life issues, including:

— The National Committee for a Human

Life Amendment Web site provides infor-

mation on legislation, www.nchla.org

— The N.C. General Assembly Web
site provides legislative information and

contact info for state representatives by

zip code: www.ncga.state.nc.us

—The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-

ops' Web site has a link for "Life Issues":

www.usccb.org

— Rachel's Vineyard retreats, sponsored

by the Diocese of Charlotte, are held for

those in need of post-abortion healing:

wviw.rachelsvineyard .org

— The Priests for Life provides resource

material: www.priestsforiife.org

in the Diocese of Charlotte, said belief

in the sanctity of life includes both the

mother and her child.

"Working for legislation that assists

a woman facing social and economic

pressures promotes respect for life in a

very tangible way," said Nadol. "Faith

in action calls us to work in varied ways,

including the political process."

As such, the USCCB will weigh in

the other life-related legislation proposed

in the first weeks of the 11 0th Congress.

Life-related legislation

McQuade said the pro-life secretariat

will be working for passage oflegislation

that would make "truly constructive

changes in the lives of women and their

unborn children."

One such proposal is the Pregnant

Women's Support Act, to be introduced

sometime soon by Rep. Lincoln Davis,

D-Term. The legislation will provide

resources "to help women make life-

affirming choices for themselves and

their children," McQuade said.

Among its many provisions, the

bill will expand eligibility for the State

Children's Health Insurance Program

and for the Women, Infants and Children

nutrition program, and provide assistance

to victims of domestic violence.

Pregnant and postpartum women are

Abbotswood Senior Livingj
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Mondi-to-month rentals widi NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensbofo.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOISV^DOD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

=S 3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

CNS PHOTO BY Bob Rouer

With the U.S. Capitol in the background, pro-life supporters gather in front of the U.S. Supreme Court

during the 34th annual March for Life in Washington Ian. 22. The last pro-life bill to be considered by the

109th Congress became one of the first introduced in the 1 10th Congress when Sen. Sam Brownback,

R-Kan., reintroduced the Unborn Child Pain Awareness Act.

among those most likely to experience

domestic violence, studies have found.

The legislation also includes

provisions that will require medical

professionals to provide information

about abortion and alternatives to

abortion that leads to truly "informed

consent," McQuade said.

Also receiving the bishops' support in

the 110th Congress will be the Elizabeth

Cady Stanton Pregnant and Parenting

Student Support Act, introduced in the

109th Congress by Sen. Elizabeth Dole,

R-N.C, and Rep. Melissa A. Hart, R-Pa.,

who is no longer in Congress.

By offering housing, day care and

academic accommodations to those

who are "pregnant or parenting while

pursuing their education," the bill

will give students choices beyond the

usual "abort or drop out of school,"

McQuade said.

The USCCB also supports the Child

Interstate Abortion Notification Act,

which "came awfully close to passing

last year," McQuade said.

It would make it illegal for an adult

who is not a minor's parent or legal

guardian to take the minor across state

lines for an abortion in order to avoid

her own state's parental notification or

consent laws.

The legislation is called the Child

Custody Protection Act in the House.

McQuade said the pro-life secretariat

also would continue to work for passage

of the Abortion Non-Discrimination Act,

which would guarantee the conscience

rights of individuals or institutions who
choose not to participate in abortions,

and will work to keep in place several

provisions that prevent federal tax money
from being used to pay for abortion.

The USCCB will oppose efforts

to expand federal fimding of stem-cell

research involving human embryos and

will support the Alternative Pluripotent

Stem-Cell Therapies Enhancement Act,

which would fiand "lots of kinds of

legitimate stem-cell research" that does

not destroy embryos, she said.

Another goal will be approval of the

RU-486 Suspension and Review Act,

also known as Holly's Law, which will

remove the abortion pill from the market

until its safety can be reviewed by the

Food and Drug Administration.

Holly Patterson, 1 8 , died in California

in 2003 after taking RU-486.

Deceptive bills

Some other bills before the 110th

Congress might sound pro-life or pro-

woman but are deceptively named,

according to McQuade.
For example, the Prevention First

Act says its goal is to "expand access

to preventive health care and education

programs to help protect women's
reproductive health, reduce unintended

pregnancies, prevent the spread of

sexually transmitted diseases and provide

women with the tools they need to

make the best decisions possible for

themselves."

But that bill puts a "heavy emphasis

on contraceptive mandates" and does

not support pregnant women at all,

McQuade said, adding that the USCCB
will actively work for its defeat.

She also called the legislation

unethical, because it would force

pharmacists and hospitals to offer

emergency contraception in violation of

their conscience rights.

Also touted as a compromise bill

by both supporters of keeping abortion

legal and those who oppose abortion in

Congress is the Abortion Reduction and

Pregnant Women Support Act.

"They believe that to reduce

abortions you need to increase access

to contraception," McQuade said. "But

that doesn't work. Study after study

has shown that abortions actually go

up, not down, when there is more
contraception."

Contributing to this article was
Editor Kevin E. Murray.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

A different perspective

Journalist says he tries to convey

Palestinian tensions in novel

BY JUDITH SUDILOVSKY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

JERUSALEM — Journalist Matt

Beynon Rees was interviewing the

family of a Palestinian gunman killed by

an Israeli sniper in a West Bank cabbage

patch when his idea of a Bethlehem-

based detective novel was conceived.

"It was so dramatic," Rees said,

recalling the start of the Palestinian

uprising, or intifada, in 2000.

"I was seeing so much ofhow people

react dramatically in that situation, but

I knew it would all end up being just a

colorful first paragraph in my story. I

thought I really needed to do something

with this," he said. "That is when I began

to develop Omar Yussef as a character."

Yussef is the main character in "The

Collaborator of Bethlehem," the first of

Rees' three-part mystery series. The book
was released in the U.S. Feb. 1.

Yussef, a Muslim, is a married,

middle-aged history teacher at the

Dehiyshe refugee camp. He is pulled

into a dangerous attempt to exonerate

a former Christian student accused of

collaborating with Israel.

Yussefhas Christian fiiends, business

associates and works with Christians,

said Rees.

"When I talk to people in Bethlehem,

that is the Bethlehem they grew up with

and the Bethlehem they want to live in,"

said Rees, who worked for more than a

decade in the region with Newsweek and

Time magazines.

Rees, bom in Wales, was Time's

Jerusalem bureau chief for six years.

The basis of the book is culled

from actual events during the start of

the intifada, which he covered as a

journalist.

"Everything is based on what
Christian Palestinians told me or

recounted," he said.

Rees said that in news reports

Muslim-Christian tensions quickly turn

into a "he said, she said" account, but in

his novel he wanted to "take reality and

get into people's heads and show what it

(the tension) feels like."

He said that as a mainstream
journalist he often felt restricted about

the kinds of stories he could write.

Editors in Washington or New York were

reluctant to cover stories that other news
outlets were not covering or that were too

complicated, he said.

"Ironically, the journalist is much
worse equipped to show the (Palestinian)

reality and the reality of Christians in

Bethlehem (than a novelist) in part

because it is such a touchy subject with

such intricacies," Rees said.

"In this book I feel able to nail

the subject, to put it across in a way I

wouldn't be able to in journalism or in

a nonfiction book," he said. "It is very

different fi-om how it is reported in the

media. That certainly is the case with the

Muslims and Christians in Bethlehem."

He said it became clear that the

intifada increased the Muslim-Christian

tensions that already existed.

Rees said he did not shy away fi-om

tackling the topic of Muslim-Christian

tensions, considered one of the touchier

subjects of Palestinian society. People

want to present a facade of imity, he said,

but a big part of people's silence is fear.

"The big enemy is Israel, and there

is a desire to show that there aren't any

internal Palestinian issues on a broader

level," said Rees.

However, he said, the current violence

and bloodshed in the Gaza Strip between

the Palestinian factions Hamas and Fatah

show that the facade is not reality.

"I wanted to place that in a murder-

mystery context, to have an outsider

accused. In terms ofpower in Bethlehem

the Christians inmanyways are outsiders,"

he said.

He described the books as part of

the trend of "anthropological murder
mysteries," where readers get to see how
people in different places live. People

are fascinated about what goes on in the

region, but are bored with mainstream

news coverage, he said.

"The book gives you a different

perspective," he said.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: FEB. 25, 2007

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic.'...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Lp On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

Vou have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment lime and keep you watting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Windovv so you don't have to

waste titne waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecidenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3wavplumbina.coi-n Proud member of St. James Church

Feb. 25, First Sunday

of Lent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Deuteronomy 26:4-10

Psalm 91:1-2, 10-15

2) Romans 10:8-13

3) Gospel: Luke 4:1-13

Story of faith can
inspire faith in

others

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

I was sitting in the waiting room of

the intensive care unit a few weeks ago,

seeing about my father who had been in

a farming accident that easily could have

killed him.

As he remembers it, he called out to

Jesus to save him while waiting for help,

and when the emergency vehicles pulled

up to prepare him for transport to the

hospital, he knew that he had been heard.

He also realized that God still has a purpose

for his life, and so he looks forward to his

recovery with great expectation.

As concerned friends and relatives

trickled in and out of ICU throughout

the weekend, my mother and my siblings

told my dad's tale repeatedly, each time

refining the details as the story took

shape, always ending with thanks to the

Lord for sparing his life.

It has become our family story of

salvation (one of many) by a God whose
angels must surely have been present

to protect him from serious harm. And
although I took digital photographs, it is

the verbal retelling of the story that truly

sparks the imagination and causes its

hearers to marvel at God's goodness.

Another salvation story is featured in

today's first reading from Deuteronomy.

It's not a long narrative, but it features

concrete historical details — a place, a

time and a people— that make the event of

God's salvation more than simply wishful

thinking or a tall tale. In its retelling to

each new generation, it becomes their own
profession of faith and a motivation to

again give thanks to God.

The psalm and the epistle to the

Romans each pick up the theme of

calling upon the Lord and being answered
— a subsequent retelling of the story

of salvation for future generations of

believers. In the Gospel, Jesus himself

drew from this collective memory by
responding to the devil's seductive

claims with the Scriptures he had learned

from childhood.

Armed with the sure knowledge of

his Father's ability to save, Jesus was
able to withstand temptation and proceed

to his earthly ministry in power and

single-mindedness.

Each of us probably has a story of

deliverance, perhaps against the odds,

which convinced us that we, too, have

been preserved for a larger purpose.

Remembering that story— and retelling

it— gives glory to God and strengthens

the faith of its hearers.

Questions:

What is your story of deliverance

in all its rich detail? When did you last

inspire another person to faith with the

telling of your story?
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 18-24

Sunday (Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time), 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23, 1 Corinthians

15:45-49, Lul<e 6:27-38; Monday, Sirach 1:1-10, Mark 9:14-29; Tuesday, Sirach 2:1-11, Mark

9:30-37; Wednesday (Ash Wednesday), Joel 2:12-18, 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2, Matthew 6:1-

6, 16-18; Thursday (The Chair of Peter), 1 Peter 5:1-4, Matthew 16:13-19; Friday (Lenten

Weekday, St. Polycarp), Isaiah 58:1-9, Matthew 9: 14-1 5; Saturday (Lenten Weekday), Isaiah

58:9-14, Luke 5:27-32.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 25-MARCH 3

Sunday (First Sunday of Lent), Deuteronomy 26:4-10, Romans 10:8-13, Luke 4:1-1 3; Monday

(Lenten Weekday), Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18, Matthew 25:3146; Tuesday (Lenten Weekday),

Isaiah 55:10-11, Matthew 6:7-1 5; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday), Jonah 3:1-10, Luke 11:29-

32; Thursday (Lenten Weekday), Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25 or4:17 (Ester's prayer), Matthew

7:7-12; Friday (Lenten Weekday), Ezekiel 18:21-28, Matthew 5:20-26; Saturday (Lenten

Weekday, St. Katharine Drexel), Deuteronomy 26:16-19, Matthew 5:4348.
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Join our Oratorian Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHER
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more about serving God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 1 1 586

J
rockhilloratory.com Rock Hill, SO 29731-1586

Nevada
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CNS PHGTO BY Fox Faith

jana Liberate and Henry Thomas star in a scene from the movie "The Last Sin Eater."

Sin Eater' leaves you slightly

unsatisfied
BY HARRY FOBRES
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORX — "The Last Sin

ater" (Fox Faith) is an engaging ifrather

mexceptional and colorless adaptation

>fFrancine Rivers' novel.

Set in 19th-century Appalachia,

he film is about a guilt-ridden girl

Liana Liberato) who, blaming herself

or her younger sister's death, seeks

)ut a mysterious moimtain man (Peter

iVingfield) alleged to be able to take

ipon himself the sins of others.

Learning that Jesus is the only

ource of forgiveness after her meeting

vith a Bible-preaching stranger (Henry

rhomas), she helps rid the community
)f its collective guilt with the help of the

on (Soren Fulton) of an abusive father

(Stewart Finlay-McLennan).

Director Michael Landon Jr.'s film is

short on period atmosphere but holds your

interest despite plot improbabilities.

The performances are above-

average for this genre, especially the

two youngsters and Louise Fletcher as

a wise woman who knows something

of the community's mysterious past,

and along with some decent plot twists,

there are fine Christian messages about

redemption, reconciliation, and renewal.

Some nongraphic violence, murder

and domestic abuse.

The USCCB Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is A-II —
adults and adolescents. The Motion
Picture Association of America rating is

PG— parental guidance suggested. Some
material may not be suitable for children.

Join Other Roman Catholics July 21 or August 11, 2007

National Parks Tour

of the Golden West
2-Week Tour froM048^

Visit 6 Western National Parks + More!

Join other Catholics on this temfic 15-day motor coach tour departing (your choice) July 21 or

August 11, 2007. Fly round-trip to Salt Lake City and visit six national parks: Yosemite,

Sequoia, Zion, Bryce Canyon, Arches, and Canyonlands National Parks. You'll also visit

Fresno, CA; Reno, Carson City, Pyramid Lake, Virginia City, Lake Tahoe, and Las Vegas,

Nevada; Liberace Museum; Ethel M Chocolate Factory; a city tour of Salt Lake City including

Mormon Square, The Beehive House, Great Salt Lake; Kennecott Copper Mine; and more!

Prices, including taxes, baggage handling, and daily escorted sightseeing, start at only $1048*

(per person, double occupancy). For optional airfare from Charlotte add $600.

For information, reservations and brochure call 7 days a week:

'YOUR MAN' JOUR,^, 1-800-968-7626

Reality show star urges

teens spend less time on TV,

more on issues
BY JOAN KURKOWSKI'GILLEN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

FORT WORTH, Texas — Tarek

Saab became an instant celebrity after

appearing on NBC's "The Apprentice,"

one ofthe most highly rated and critiqued

shows on network television.

He spent 10 weeks on the reality

show last year before hearing the words

"you're fired" from the program's

executive producer and host, Donald

Trump.

While the 27-year-old lost a chance

to work for the high-profile financier, he

gained valuable insight into the power of

fame and its impact on society.

He feels the culture "is totally,

undeniably addicted to entertainment."

He urges young people to spend less time

on entertainment and more on the world

around them.

"It's no mystery that those in the

entertainment world have a strong voice

with youth. I'm trying to do something

positive with the voice that's been given

to me," he said.

A Maronite Catholic and daily

communicant, Saab uses his business

acumen and new visibility to advance

pro-life causes across the country.

The show opened doors for him,

he said, "and gave me a platform fi-om

which to speak about faith to other young

people," he said.

He is the CEO of his own company
in Fort Worth called Lionheart, which

sells Christian apparel for men. He
co-founded it with David Colletti, 27,

a practicing attorney and Lionheart's

chief operating officer. The two met as

students at The Catholic University of

America in Washington.

Saab spoke in mid-January at the

Life Revival Youth Rally 2007, which

drew more than 375 teens and their

parents.

Selected as a cast member for the

fifth cycle of "The Apprentice" after

a production crew visited his office at

Texas Instruments in Dallas, Saab told

his audience that he was surprised to

find himself showered with attention just

days after the first show aired.

"Every day I'd go on the Internet and

see my face splattered on the screen and

people talking about me on blogs," he

explained. "There were different articles

in the newspapers too. ... People are

really captivated by reality TV, and that's

a little bizarre."

Saab, who does not own a television

set, advised his listeners to stop spending

so much time on entertainment and start

thinking about what's really happening

in the world around them.

"There's a lot going on out there

(that) we need to know about," he said.

"In the past 50 years, there's been a

complete disregard for the dignity and

sanctity of life."

Besides abortion and teen pregnancy

rates having an effect on society, he said.

CNS PHOTO BY VlRQNIA ShERVWOO, NBC

Tarek Saab, a Maronite Catholic and daily

communicant who appeared on NBC's "The

Apprentice," recently spoke at a youth rally 2007

in Texas.

there are other issues young people need

to study, including infanticide, euthanasia

and embryonic stem-cell research.

"Why do we need to know about

these things? Because, as my father used

to say, 'Evil happens when good men do

nothing,'" Saab continued. "And the only

way to stop evil starts with a change of

heart and a change of behavior."

"One of the ways we protect

those around us fi-om evil in today's

environment is to change the way we
act," he pointed out. "Pornography and

how we look at and treat women is part

of that.

"We need to recognize that some of

the entertainment we're addicted to, and

some of the things society tells us are

perfectly fine, are really not good for us,"

he said.

He called women the heart and soul

of the family and the world.

He counseled the teenage girls in

the audience to show their respect for

life through chastity and respecting the

physical nature ofwomanhood.
He also urged his young listeners to

study and know their Catholic faith, read

the lives of the saints for inspiration and

receive Christ in the Eucharist.

"I don't see how you can be a man
and not be pro-life," said Colletti, who
grew up in Philadelphia and attended

Catholic high school there.

"One of the greatest things God
called men to be is defenders of women
and children. We're called to defend life,

especially innocent life," he said.

Contributing to this story was Susan

Brinkman in Philadelphia.
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Cursillo strengthens faith of many

CURSILLO, from page 1

meeting about Cursillo at the diocesan

Pastoral Center in Charlotte Feb. 9.

"But it starts with personal efifort,"

he said.

Cursillo — Spanish for "short

course" — is a lay Catholic movement
that began in the 1940s in Mallorca,

Spain, when a group of men dedicated

themselves to help young men in their

community to know Christ better.

The movement spread to Latin

America and Hispanic commimities in the

United States, beginning in Texas in the

1950s. In the early 1960s, the movement
in the United States established meetings

and courses in English.

Thanks to then-Bishop Michael J.

Begley, the first bishop of Charlotte,

the movement was already established

in the Diocese of Charlotte when it was
founded in 1972.

"Bishop Begley actively promoted

the Cursillo movement in the diocese,"

said Bishop Peter J. Jugis. "The presence

of Cursillo in our diocese is a testimony

to his commitment to developing the

spiritual life of the laity."

Bishop Jugis joined Cursillo in 1985.

"Cursillo provides the person with a plan

for living his or her Christian life," he

said. "I am proud of the good work that

Cursillo does."

Catholics become part of Cursillo

when they attend a weekend retreat that

emphasizes living out their faith in their

daily lives.

"The weekend helps you to get away
fi-om the worldly distractions and focus

on your faith," said Mayer, a parishioner

of St. Matthew Church in Charlotte.

"When you find balance with your

faith and everything else in life, that will

help carry you through," he said.

Those who complete the weekend
are called "Cursillistas" because Cursillo

is a movement, not an organization.

"The movement is two parts," said

Mayer. "The weekend is the first part, but

then we must live it past the weekend.

You become part of a commimity that is

very active with faith."

Cursillistas are encouraged to

bring their faith into their homes,
neighborhoods and workplaces.

They are also encouraged to find

a spiritual director, meet with a small

group of other Cursillistas on a weekly

basis and attend "ultreyas," monthly
evening prayer and discussion meetings.

Deacon Ron Steinkamp of St Pius X
Church in Greensboro is currently

serving as the Cursillo spiritual advisor

in the Diocese of Charlotte. He and his

wife, Bette, have been Cursillistas since

their weekend retreats in the Diocese of

Richmond, Va., in the early 1980s.

"It was a powerful experience that I

recall with great appreciation to this day,

25 years later. It profoundly influenced

me," said Deacon Steinkamp.

"We moved to North Carolina in

1988 and immediately looked up the

local Cursillo as a means of staying in

a Christian community that wished to

change environments for Christ," he said.

"We knew ifwe found Cursillo, we would

find a group of like-minded Catholics."

Looking for a way to re-energize

his faith, Mayer attended his Cursillo

weekend retreat in September 1994.

Since then, he has met weekly with

a group of Cursillistas from several

parishes, some for the last 12 years.

"We have a method to follow on a

weekly basis," said Mayer, indicating the

movement focuses on a "tripod" ofpiety,

study and action.

"It's a life of growing in holy

commitment to God's grace, a life

of formation in the ways of the Lord

through study, and a life of action in our

daily environments with the purpose

of influencing them for Christ," said

Deacon Steinkamp. "It is a normal

Christian life that is urged, and this life

is lived with the support of fellow like-

minded Christians."

Yet the path is individualized to the

participant, said Mayer.

"It doesn't require you to be a

scholar, but you must have a deep love

for your faith," he said. "It requires

commitment to advancing your faitii and

prayer life. When you do that, action

comes easily."

It is estimated there are 1.5 million

Catholic Cursillistas in the United

States— with 250 groups in 12 regions.

Courses are given in several languages,

including English, Spanish, Vietnamese,

Portuguese and Korean.

A worldwide estimate of Cursillistas

was not available, but the movement
is found in more than 60 countries.

Forms of the movement have spread to

Protestant churches.

In 2002, the movement asked the

Vatican for official recognition as an

association of Catholic faithful.

While Cursillo has brought
"abundant fruits of conversion and
holiness of life," Pope John Paul 11 said,

the sign of a movement's maturity is its

harmony with and commitment to the

local and universal church.

More than 1,500 people have
attended Cursillo weekends in the

Diocese of Charlotte since the 1970s,

said Mayer, but there is no way to track

the number of Cursillistas who have

moved into the diocese.

Currently, four Cursillo weekends
— two for men, two for women — are

offered each year. A men's weekend
is scheduled for March; a women's
weekend is scheduled for April.

Catholics interested in going on a

Cursillo weekend need to be sponsored

by a Cursillista. The sponsor is then

responsible for supporting the candidate

— praying for the candidate before the

weekend and encouraging the candidate

to meet in small groups and attend

ultreyas after the weekend.

Contributing to this story was
Catholic News Service.

WANT MORE INFO?

The men's retreat is March 8-11 at

St. Francis Springs Prayer Center in

Stoneville. The women's is April 12-15 at

St. Therese Church in Mooresville.

For more infonnation, contact Butch Mayer

at (704) 845-9858 or Tom Sperrazzo at

(704) 341-5552.

ASSISTANT EDITOR

The Catholic Miscellany, an award-winning diocesan newspaper in

Charleston, S.C., is seeking qualified applicants for the position of

assistant editor. The assistant editor contributes to the copyediting,

proofing, design and writing of the weekly newspaper with a circulation

of 28,000.

Candidates must have strong English writing and grammar skills with

thorough knowledge of AP style; must be design literate and able to

work with Quark, Adobe Photoshop/Acrobat; and must be familiar with

news and issues related to the Catholic Church. The best candidates

should have excellent organizational skills, strong

attention to detail, be able to work independently and

also be part of a team. A college degree and three years

of journalism experience are required.

Salary is negotiable, based on qualifications. Fill out an

application at www.catholic-doc.org.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Room at the Inn, a maternity and after-care program in Charlotte, NC, is

seeking a passionate advocate and talented, experienced leader as its next

Executive Director. Res^ponding to the call of Jesus Christ to respect and

affirm life from the moment of conception. Room at the Inn seeks to help

young women and children move toward a new life of hopeful, independent,

and healthy living by providing a safe haven for single, pregnant mothers

and their children, born and unborn.

Under the direction of the Board of Directors, the Executive Director will

perform a range of management activities in the oversight of a pre- and

post-natal residential facility, on-site counseling services, a college outreach

program and an extended after-care program. The Executive Director will

use considerable independent judgment in decisions that influence areas of

organizational operation and will advise the Board of Directors in planning

and policy matters. Initially, the director will be extensively involved in a

capital campaign scheduled to launch publicly in summer 2007.

The successful candidate will have proven leadership and managerial skills,

demonstrated ability to develop key external relationships, compassion,

ability to relate to people of diverse backgrounds, and financial management

skills that include the ability to clearly communicate budget, revenue and

expenditures. Outstanding communication skills and comfort level with

public interaction are essential. Bachelor's degree required and at least 5

years of progressive management experience. Background in the non-profit

sector and/or maternity home management is a plus.

Candidates may submit a letter of

interest and resume to Ellen Linares,

President, Board of Directors, Room at

the Inn, 6235 Morrison Boulevard,

Charlotte, NC 28211 or to

RATISearch@carolina.rr.com.
Applications and nominations will be

accepted until March 16, 2007.

Roomatpeiltll

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

PART-TIME ARCHIVES ASSISTANT: Diocese

ofCharlotte. Employee will retrieve, prepare, scan,

process, file and ready for destruction archival

documents. He/she will perform clerical tasks

in the Archives. Applicant must be proficient in

Microsoft Office, well-organized, detail-oriented

and self-motivated. Neat, legible handwriting,

verbal and interpersonal skills are required.

Resumes must be received by 5 March 2007 at

Diocese of Charlotte, Archives Department, 1123

South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203.

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For Information, call (704) 370-3332.
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[Honors band hits

high notes
MACS students perform in district

bandperformance in Mooresville

MOORESVILLE— Catholic school

students recently got to showcase their

musical talents.

Nineteen students represented

Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools in

the annual South Central District Honors

Band Clinic, hosted at Mooresville

Middle and High School Jan. 26-27.

More than 1,500 musicians
representing eight counties tried for

the coveted spots in the South Central

District's three 100-piece bands: middle

school, ninth- and lOth-grade, and 11th-

and 12th-grade.

The students rehearsed for two days

before performing in a free concert for

the public in the high school auditorium

Jan. 27.

Selected by audition, the students

representing Charlotte Catholic High

School and Holy Trinity Catholic Middle

School in Charlotte and St. Mark School

in Huntersville were:

Katherine Williamson, Christian

Bailey, Alexandria Reinhart and James

Kressner on flute; Angela Small, Hilary

Sharp, Daniel Martinec, John Luttrell

and Brian Geiger on clarinet; Kris Bahar

on bassoon; Patrick O'Neal on trumpet;

Michaela Reinhart and Keagan Maryman
on French horn; Kyle Bums and Steven

Fawcett on trombone; Bridget Wasowski

and Nick Larson on baritone; Ryan
Brennan on bass clarinet; and Roger

Regelbrugge on percussion.

The Charlotte Catholic High School

band will travel to Ireland in March to

appear in concerts and parades in Galway
and Dublin, including the St. Patrick Day
parade in Dublin.

AHENTION READERS!

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?
Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people who

are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us for publication in your diocesan newspaper Contact Staff Writer

Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Abuzz about spelling

CouRTBY Photo

Felix Muniz, afourth-grader at St. Matthew School in Charlotte, holds his trophyfor

winning the annual Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools' spelling bee held at St. Ann

School in Charlotte Jan. 23. Also pictured isfifth-grade teacher Julie Kerr (left)from

St. Matthew School and Linda Cherry, superintendent ofdiocesan Catholic schools.

Each MACS school sends one studentfrom each grade to participate in the fourth-

through-eighth-grade spelling bee. As the winner, Felix went on to compete against

winners from area school districts in the regional Charlotte Observer Spelling Bee,

part ofthe National Scripps Howard Spelling Beeprogram, atlmaginOn in Charlotte

Feb. 14.

Catherine Schulter, a middle-school studentfrom St. Mark School, was the runner-up

in the MACS spelling bee.

WEEKEND EXPERIENCE • FEBRUARY 23 - 25 V_>^

Have you ever considered a monastic vocation?

Young, prof^lonal m^, age 21-40, can exp^ioice a weekend living the monastk; life unth the mnils of

Belmont Abbey. Space is limited, so please make your reservation now.

Rh* reservations or questions, cont»:t M)bot Placid Soiari, O.S.B. at 704-^-6675w email PlackiSolarl@l»c.edu
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Stuck on Valentine^s Day
— for good reason
Compliments are forces of nature that can

have lasting affect

Valentine's Day has come and gone.

The candy hearts are disintegrating. The

teddy bears are slumbering in their dark

closet comers.

So why is it still on my mind?

Honestly, the Valentine's Day
tradition I most look forward to has

nothing to do with pink-painted romance,

a little winged cherub or his saccharine

attacks on unsuspecting passersby.

It can't be bought in a store or

reserved in a restaurant. But it is

guaranteed to build bridges, make friends

and earn you enough smiles to fill the

entire month.

I'm talking about compliments.

In elementary school, Iwas teased up,

down and sideways. That always ceased

for a bright moment on Valentine's Day
when we were required by our teachers

to write those small, folding cartoon

valentines to all 24 children in our class.

A compliment had to be attached.

That meant I had to write a nice thing

about all of the people that called me
names, and they had to write something

nice about me.

The bully, Frank, said he "liked my
red shirt." The teaser, David, said he

"thought I was nice."

On Valentine's Day, we all smiled at

each other. We weren't enemies at all. We
were just ordinary kids who liked candy,

jokes and holidays.

After the holiday, unfortunately, the

bullies went back to their old habits.

Years later I couldn't help but

wonder. What if they hadn't?

In high school, my friends and I

got a kick out of exchanging cartoon

valentines with compliments in them,

much like we did in elementary school.

I carried them around for weeks on end

in my backpack, and whenever I needed

encouragement I'd take a peek.

Compliments are a force of nature.

A single compliment can brighten

someone's day, week or— in some cases

— year. Compliments are a breath of

fresh air when people are feeling stale

or weighed down. They can help give an

out-of-breath soul a second wind or assist

some to look at themselves or a problem

Coming

of Age

KAREN
OSBORNE

CNS COLUMNIST

they are having in a different light.

Compliments shouldn't stop with

friends and relatives, but also can be

given to people like David and Frank

to build bridges, knock down walls and

create coimections between people that

didn't exist before.

Compliments bridge the gap between

jock and geek, skater and prep, teacher

and student and parent and child.

It doesn't matter if you spent

Valentine's Day alone or if you brought

roses to your sweetie at school.

Compliments can brighten anybody's

day.

Perhaps there's someone in your

class who deserves some extra kudos

for doing a great job on a paper or

presentation. What about the girl who
always feels a little self-conscious about

her appearance? Complimenting clothing

that looks good on her will go a long

way.

Did your teacher succeed in

explaining a concept that was confusing

you? That could merit a compliment too.

Valentine's Day is often an occasion

that's all about reaching out to the ones

we love to tell them how much they mean
to us. What about reaching out to those

who are hurting and those who need our

attention?

We can redefine our notion of

"valentine" to something that extends

much furtherthan the schmaltzy, greeting-

card, chocolate-gooey February custom

as we've known it.

So that's why I'm still talking about

Valentine's Day. If we keep this up all

year round it could be a pretty wonderfiil

world to live in.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250 words or

less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone number

of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for

clarity, style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted to The Catholic

News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole or in part, in print,

electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@chariottediocese.org.

Questions about the

Apostles' Creed
Q. TheApostles' Creed ismy favorite

prayer, but I have some questions'. Who
really wrote it, and when? Are the

different parts articles of faith

I imderstand it wentthrough changes

;

could you print the original version? It

says that Jesus will come as judge. Is

that the fiightening, final judgment we
learned about? (Illinois)

A. You askmany large questions, but

the following thoughts should help. This

prayer of faith is called the Apostles'

Creed not because it was written by the

apostles, but because the teachings it

included go back to apostolic times.

In the sixth century a legend arose

that, after Pentecost, before they departed

on their mission to preach the Gospel,

the apostles gathered and wrote the creed

they would preach.

Some claimed that each apostle

wrote one of the 12 articles. Peter said,

"I believe in God the Father almighty."

Andrew said, "And in Jesus Christ, his

only son, our Lord," and so on.

We know this did not happen. For

one thing, while the Apostles' Creed

had long been popular in the West, even

in the 15th century (according to the

Archbishop of Ephesus at the Council

of Ferrara in 1438) the Eastern churches

knew nothing of this creed.

Most doctrines in the Apostles'

Creed were part ofthe profession offaith

required of converts to Christianity from

earliest times. The creed in its present

form appears, however, only in the

eighth century.

Beginning in the later Middle Ages
it was for several centuries part of the

ceremony of baptism. The Apostles'

Creed, divided into three parts, is again

the form for the profession of faith in

the revised baptism rite after Vatican

Coimcil II.

We don't know the exact wording of

the earliest formulas of this creed. Most

likely there were many varieties in use

by early Christian communities.

The truths in the Apostles' Creed are

certainly articles of faith; all Christians

hold them as foundational beliefs of our

religion. Pope Benedict XVI recently

described the creed as "a tiny sunmaa

(summary) in which everything essential

is expressed." (Homily at Regensburg,

Question

Corner

FATHER JAMES
DIETZEN

CNS COLUMNIST

Germany, Sept. 12, 2006) •

"It is merely an expansion of the

formula for baptism," he said, "that the

same Lord entrusted to his disciples"

when he told them to go and baptize in

the name ofthe Father and ofthe Son and

of the Holy Spirit (Mt 28:19).

Interestingly, in that same homily,

our Holy Father spoke specifically about

fearing the final judgment by Jesus. The
judgment mentioned in the creed, he

said, often makes us fearful.

On the other hand, he continued,

"doesn't everyone want to see justice

eventually rendered to all those who
were unjustly condemned, to all who
suffered in life, who died after lives fiiU

of pain? Don't we, all of us, want the

outrageous injustice and suffering that

we see in human history to be finally

undone, so that in the end everyone will

find happiness and everything will be

shown to have meaning?"

Faith in the judgment is not meant

to instill fear, he noted, but to call us not

to waste our lives, misuse them or spend

them simply for ourselves, but to accept

responsibility and concern for our own
salvation and for the salvation of the

whole world.

The more we know about the

Apostles' Creed, the more it can become

what it is for you, an authentic and

powerfiil prayer.

Afree brochure answering questions

Catholics ask about the sacrament

of penance is available by sending a

stamped, self-addressed envelope to

Father John Dietzen, Box 3315, Peoria,

IL 61612.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

Actions make
sisters, not

headwear
In response to "Visible witnesses in

women religious" (Letters to the Editor,

Feb. 9).

I minister across the street from the

Sisters of Mercy in Belmont. Many are

good fiiends of mine.

While I don't see many sisters in

habits, I do see over and over the sisters

witnessing to the charism of mercy and

compassion, justice and peace. They are

in the habit of witnessing to the mission

and values of Jesus.

Of

Letters to the Editor

It is not a matter of what they wear

but how they live. Sisters over the years

have made decisions for themselves as to

how to dress. The rest of us should have

profound respect for them all.

— Oblate of St. Francis de Sales

Father Joseph Zuschmidt

pastor.

Queen ofApostles Church, Belmont
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Operation Rice Bowl 2007
Lenten program offers ways to help

needy around glo^^

Guest

Column

Catholic Relief Services' (CRS)
2007 Operation Rice Bowl literature

states that we can "put our faith into

action by reaching out in solidarity with

all members of our human family."

Defining "solidarity" is a continuing

challenge for me.

Webster sums up solidarity as

a fellowship. Other sources equate

solidarity with unity, cooperation and

community. A colleague views solidarity

as "when two or more groups of people

(from different ethnic or religious

backgrounds— but not limited to these)

come together to reach a common goal."

She sees this action as a way "to

achieve or work toward understanding

each other and (ultimately) achieve

peace." This view makes sense to me.

How can U.S. Catholics "work
toward understanding each other" around

the globe? One way is by participating in

Operation Rice Bowl (ORB).

Lent and the CRS ORB program both

begin on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 21, and

conclude with Easter, Apr. 8. Operation

Rice Bowl participants pledge to pray,

fast in solidarity with those around the

world who suffer from hunger, learn

about the global community and the

challenges of poverty overseas, and give

sacrificial contributions to those in need.

The coimtries featured in the 2007

CRS ORB promotional materials are

Mexico, Pakistan, Angola, Cambodia,
ml Niger and the United States (specifically,

I* the Diocese of Albany, N.Y.). The free

spl Home Calendar Guide offers simple,

u

tht

daily opportunities for families and

individuals to learn about people and

issues in our global community.

The calendar guide includes personal

stories from beneficiaries of CRS'
overseas programs, Lenten reflections and

activities, and recipes of simple meatless

meals from the different countries.

Food security is one of the unifying

elements of the CRS projects and
programs fimded by ORB.

In almost all instances, CRS-
sponsored food aid programs are carried

out through networks of Catholic,

faith-based, secular and governmental

counterparts and partners overseas. CRS
works to ensure that food aid is used

to promote and preserve the physical

welfare and economic development of

the people they serve.

fri order to promote long-term food

security, food aid must be complemented

by policies and programs that promote

access to food by poor and vulnerable

people. These policies and programs

may include investments in agricultural

development aimed at small-scale

producers, or frade policies that protect

small-scale producers against unfair

competition.

CRS believes that food aid — both

imported and locally purchased — can

effectively be used to meet relief and

development objectives, and also can

mitigate and prevent the need for some
emergency responses.

The majority of the ORB collection

goes to the national CRS office in

TERRI JARINA
GUEST COLUMNIST

Baltimore, Md., for anti-poverty

programs worldwide. From the smaller

portion that we keep in the Diocese of

Charlotte, the diocesan CRS committee

sponsors a grants program for local

initiatives at Catholic parishes, schools

and other Catholic organizations.

CRS ORB grants up to $1,000 will

be awarded for projects or programs

with a focus on domestic or international

issues. Applications will be available

March 1, 2007, and must be postmarked

by May 15,2007.

A second way to "work towards

understanding each other" is to apply for

a CRS ORB grant. These grants of up to

$1,000 will be awarded for projects or

programs with a focus on domestic or

international issues.

Terri Jarina is a program director

for parish social ministry with Catholic

Social Service's Office of Justice and
Peace in the Diocese of Charlotte, and
diocesan coordinator of Catholic Relief

Services ' Operation Rice Bowlprogram.

For ORB grant info or applications,

visit www.cssnc.org/cchd_crs or ccontact

Jarina at (704) 370-3234 or thjarina®

charlottediocese.org.

Persons, not products
Children are gifts and cannot be discarded

nor demanded

On Feb. 22, 1987— that is, 20 years

ago — the Catholic Church gave our

society a tremendous gift, and it's time to

open it again. It was a clear trumpet blast

of truth and compassion, a ray of Gospel

light on problems that continue to be

some of the most vexing of our time.

The gift was a document called

"Donum Vitae" (Latin words that mean
'The Gift of Life"). Issued by the

Congregation for the Doctrine of the

Faith and approved by Pope John Paul II,

the document's fiiller title is "Instruction

on Respect for Human Life in its Origin

and on the Dignity ofProcreation: Replies

to Certain Questions of the Day."

The document is not long; it can

easily be read in a single sitting. It talks

about the tiniest human beings: who they

are and how they come to be. It talks

about how we treat zygotes and embryos
two categories to which each of us

reading this article once belonged.

It emphasizes the fact that each

person has both a right to life, and a right

^ to come into life in the proper way— not
^ IS the result of a scientific project in the

lab, but as a result of the union of two
eople lovingly united in body and soul.

Among the questions the document

tackles are the following: What is the

relationship between science and ethics?

Must the embryo be freated as a person?

Is every human being a human person?

Is pre-natal diagnosis morally
acceptable? Is experimentation on human
embryos and fetuses morally acceptable?

What is the church's objection to in-vitro

fertilization and surrogate motherhood?

May embryos be frozen?

How does the church look upon
infertile couples? In what way may
medical science assist the act of
procreation? What is the responsibility of

lawmakers toward the human embryo?
The document does not simply lay

down "dos and don'ts," and it is not a

condemnation. Rather, it places these

teachings in the context of our personal

relationship with God, who loves us.

"Donum Vitae" says:

"It is out of goodness — in order

to indicate the path of life — that God
gives human beings His commandments
and the grace to observe them: and it is

likewise out of goodness — in order to

help them persevere along the same path

— that God' always offers to everyone

Guest

Column

FATHER FRANK
PAVONE

GUEST COLUMNIST

His forgiveness. Christ has compassion

on our weaknesses: He is our Creator and

Redeemer."

The document reminds us that every

human being must be treated as a person

both inside and outside the womb.
"How could a human individual

not be a human person?" the document

asks. Even "human embryos obtained in

vitro are human beings and subjects with

rights."

And in regard to the church's

absolute prohibition on procured
abortion, "Donum Vitae" declares, "This

teaching has not been changed and is

imchangeable."

In short, children are gifts, and

therefore can neither be discarded

nor demanded. They are persons, not

products. Let's learn anew the message

of"Donum Vitae"!

Father Frank Pavone is national

director ofPriestsfor Life.

Pope says church could

not have grown without

women's contributions

PClL
BENEDICT XVI

VATICAN CITY (CNS)
— Highlighting the fidelity and
responsibility of women in the early

Christian community. Pope Benedict

XVI said the church could not have

grown and developed as it has without

the contribution ofwomen.
"The history of Christianity would

have had a very different development if

it had not been for the generous support

of many women," he said Feb. 14 at his

weekly general audience.

Pope Benedict said that as he neared

the end of his audience series on the

apostles and early church leaders, he

wanted to focus on "the many female

figures who played an effective and

precious role in spreading the Gospel.

Their witness cannot be forgotten."

The pope said the women who
helped spread the Gospel and ensure the

growth of Christianity — such as Mary
Magdalene, Mary and Martha, Joanna,

Susaima, Priscilla and Phoebe— should

be known, honored and remembered.

Pope Benedict did not get into

questions such as the ordination of

women to the priesthood and diaconate.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI s remarks in English at his

weekly general audience Feb. 14.

Dear brothers and sisters.

Today, as we near the end of our

reflections on the earliest Christian

witnesses in the New Testament, we turn

our attention to the women who played an

important role in spreading the good news.

Above all, we remember the Virgin

Mary, who cooperated in a unique way in

our redemption.

As a faithful disciple of her son,

Mary manifested her complete trust

in him at Cana. She received a special

mission from him at the foot of the cross

to be the mother of all disciples.

Others who assisted Our Lord

were Mary Magdalene — the first to

announce his resurrection — as well as

Joaima, Susanna and the sisters Mary
and Martha.

St. Paul writes that in the early church

it was normal for a woman to prophesy

under the influence ofthe Spirit (cf 1 Cor

1 1 :5). In his Letter to the Romans, Paul

refers to Phoebe as "diakonos," showing

that she had a unique responsibility in the

early Christian community.

Indeed, the history of Christianity

would have developed much differently if

it were not for the generous contribution

made by so many women. Today, let

us give thanks to God who, through

baptism, continues to use the gifts of

both men and women for the good of the

entire church.
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St. Dorothy Church home to Lincoln County

Catholics since World War II years

LINCOLNTON — St. Dorothy
Church began in 1944 with four families

who met for Simday Mass in an old

funeral home.

At that time, a Benedictine priest

would travel to Lincolnton from
Cherryville to celebrate the Mass. Later,

St. Dorothy became a mission of St.

Therese Church in Mooresville.

St. Dorothy had its first home
when a 1,200-square-foot building was

constructed on North Aspen Street in

Lincolnton in 1958. The building had

living quarters for a part-time priest and

Mass was celebrated in the Uving room.

The mission was then named St. Dorothy

in honor of Dorothy Winter by her

husband, a benefactor from out of state.

By the mid-1970s, the church

building had been enlarged to make room
for the 90 families who were attending

weekly Mass. St. Dorothy became a

mission of Our Lady of Consolation

Church in Charlotte and two Sisters of

the Order ofthe Daughters ofthe Church

were dividing their time between St.

Dorothy Mission and their conmiunity

in Asheville.

In June 1976, then-Bishop Michael

J. Begley granted parish status to

St. Dorothy.

The 1980s and early 1990s were

ST. DOROTHY CHURCH
148 Saint Dorothy's Lane

Lincolnton, N.C. 28092

(704) 735-5575

Vicariate: Gastonia

Pastor: Father Matthew Buettner

Number of Households: 200

Father Matthew Buettner

Photo by George Cobb

St. Dorothy Church in Lincolnton stands as a testament to the dedication of Lincoln County Catholics.

a time of continued growth for St.

Dorothy Church with an influx of

Spanish-speaking Catholics, primarily

from Mexico and Costa Rica, who now

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST OF IRELAND
v\ath Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaldiig countryside - traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of oiir

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Highlights Include:

• spectacular Cliffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

• Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

• Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

• Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

• Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

• KiUamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

• Blarney stone cind woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

• Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

• Rock of Cashel - sp)ectaculctr anthropological site

• Beautiful Glendalough - 6* century monastic site of St. Kevin

• Ehiblin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral,CConnell Street, shopping — PLUS much more!

$2,899 from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours

and admission fees to sites. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

-TMs is a diocesan-sponsored pilgrimage. For a brochure with complete details, call

Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost Tours at (800) 713-9800.

call St. Dorothy Church their home.

InAugust 1994, then-Bishop William

G. Curlin dedicated a new 7,300-square-

foot church on St. Dorothy's Lane, a few

miles west of Lincolnton.

In 1991, Father Richard Farwell

was appointed pastor of the church. In

August 1994, a new church building was

dedicated, creating room for today's 200

parish families.

Parish activities include Catholic

Scripture Study, a weekly holy hour

of adoration and Benediction, Spanish

prayer groups. Knights ofColumbus and

others.

St. Dorothy Church is actively

involved each year in Lincolnton 's

Annual Apple Festival and Christian

Ministry, the local Christian outreach for

Lincoln County. The parish also hosts

two festivals a year, with the spring

festival preceded by the traditional Forty

Hours Devotion during Lent.

In July 2006, Father Matthew
Buettner assumed the pastorate of St.

Dorothy Church, having served as the

parish's parochial vicar for the preceding

two years.

Contributing to this story was Staff

Writer Karen A. Evans.
II

cnlcn Morning
of Reflection

t
Talks:

"From Hostility to Cosmic Hospitality:

A Call to Conversion"
by Sr. Jane Russell, O.S.F.

"The Woman at the Well"
by Fr. David Brown, O.S.B.

Satur<day, March 3 8:30 am to noon

Haid Ballroom

Belmont Abbey College

Mass will follow In the Basilica at 1 1 :00 am
H| with Mid-Day Prayer at 1 1 :45 am. While there

EllMONT AlllY "° charge, reservations are requested by
" College calling 704-825-6777.

www.belmontAbbeyCollege.edu
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Tomorrow's
hope today
Church worker says

millions more Afghans

educated today than

in 2001

BY REGINA LINSKEY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON —
Aroimd 4 million more Afghan

children are formally educated

today than in 2001, said a

church worker.

Afghan children —
including girls — go to school

in a home, where they sit on

the floor and are taught by a

teacher, said Sara Bowers,
head of the education program

for Catholic Relief Services,

the U.S. bishops' international

relief and development agency.

The girls and boys "love

to draw" so the makeshift

classrooms are "colorful

places," Bowers told Catholic

News Service.

"They are attentive, eager,"

she said. "You don't find the

See AFGHAN, page 9
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Lenten journey begins with ashes

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin places ashes on the forehead of a man and his infant son at St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte

Feb. 21.

Another Step toward

priesthood
Seminanan ordained to transitional diaconate

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Bishop Peter J. Jugis lays his hands on Deacon Tri Vinh Truong's head during his

diaconate ordination at St. Joseph Vietnamese Church in Charlotte Feb. 1 8.

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE—The road

to the priesthood is marked by

a series of milestones: lector,

acolyte, candidacy, transitional

deacon and finally, priestly

ordination.

Tri Vinh Truong took
one of his final steps toward

becoming a priest when Bishop

Peter J. Jugis ordained him
as a transitional deacon at St.

Joseph Vietnamese Church in

Charlotte Feb. 18.

"It was very special to be

ordained in my home parish,"

said Deacon Truong, who is

currently studying canon law,

theology, systematic theology,

homiletics (preaching) and

Scripture at Mount St. Mary's

College and Seminary in

See DEACON, page 5^
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Around the Diocese

Knights honored for years of

service; father-daughter dance

I
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Culture Watch

'Terahithia author speaks;

TV program on religious life

I PAGES 10-11

Ash Wednesday

centuries-old marking

of start of Lent

CHARLOTTE — Ash
Wednesday marks the beginning

ofthe Lenten season, which lasts

46 days, until Holy Thursday.

At Masses, worshippers

receive ashes in the shape of

a cross.

The symbolism echoes the

ancient Near Eastern tradition

of throwing ash over one's

head, signifying repentance

before God.

The ashes are prepared by

burning palm leaves from the

previous year's Palm Sunday

and mixing them with olive oil

as a fixative. Ash Wednesday
is observed by fasting,

abstinence and repentance— a

day of contemplating one's

transgressions.

REUTED COVERAGE
Page 15 1 Lenten regulations

Winds of

change
Catholic Church's

social teaching hacks

up advocacy on

climate change

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON —
Climate change is an issue that

not only has personal appeal

to Catholics, but also is one

for which Catholics have a lot

to back them up when they

make their pitches to Congress,

See CLIMATE, page 8

Perspectives

Defending the faith;

stewardship of creation

I
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Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

Sunday is day of rest, Bishop Baker

reminds S.C, Catholics

THE CLERICUS CUP

CNS PHOTO Bv Damir Sagou, Reuters

The captain of a Polish team holds the winner's trophy given by Cardinal Vinko Puljic of Sarajevo at the

conclusion of a soccer tournament for priests in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Feb. 1 4. A hundred Catholic

priests from all over Europe competed in an indoor soccer championship organized by the church.

Priests, seminarians to

k\ck off exclusive soccer

ciiampionship
ROME (CNS) — Students at

Pontifical North American College

are among those competing in the first

Clericus Cup, a soccer championship

exclusively for priests and seminarians

in Rome.
Seminaries and pontifical

imiversities have fielded 16 teams for

the championship series, with 311

players coming from approximately 50

countries. The series is to open Feb. 24

when Pontifical Gregorian University

plays Pontifical International College

Maria Mater Ecclesiae.

The championship game will be in

June.

North American College, the U.S.

seminary in Rome, plays its first game
March 3 against Pontifical Urbanian

University, an institution for seminarians

from mission countries.

North American College had an

informal team that occasionally played

teams from other seminaries, said Jaime

Gil, player and coach.

When the invitation came to

enter a team in the Clericus Cup, the

response from players at the college was
enthusiastic, Gil said.

"I was surprised because we're all

busy with our studies, and it's hard to find

time to play sometimes," Gil said.

Gil, who was bom and grew up in

Mexico, said he started playing soccer

at age 6. He considered a professional

career in soccer and during his high

school years was called to join the

Michoacan state team.

Gil said he realized that as much as

he loved soccer his true vocation was
to the priesthood. He turned down the

invitation to join the state team, finished

high school and moved to Boise, Idaho,

to start his formation as a priest.

"This (the Clericus Cup series) is a

way for me to do both," he said, referring

to his love of soccer and his vocation to

the priesthood.

The Catholic Italian Sports Center,

which organized the series, described the

team from Pontifical Urbanian University

as physically strong.

However, Gil said he was not

worried by the description.

"Skillswise we're still learningj

but we have the advantage that all our

players have experience playing team

sports. We know how to play as a team,"

said Gil.

There will be a few technical

differences between Clericus Cup games

and regular league soccer games. Clericus

Cup games will consist of 30-minute

halves instead of 45-minute halves.

Referees also will have another

penalty option. In addition to the yellow

warning card and red expulsion card,

they can hand out a blue card, which

requires an overly aggressive player to

leave the field for five minutes.

CHARLESTON, S.C. (CNS) —
Bishop Robert J. Baker of Charleston has

reminded his flock in South Carolina that

Sunday is a day of rest.

In a Feb. 9 letter to pastors and

parish life facilitators, Bishop Baker

encouraged Catholics to begin the

diocesan celebration of 2007 as the Year

of the Family by reclaiming the Sabbath

for God and family.

"Becausewe have become disfracted,

overworked and overcommitted to

outside activities, Sunday has become
just another workday," he wrote. "I

challenge each of you to restore Sunday

as a gift from the Father for the family to

appreciate one another.

"We have lost the peace that God
created for our day of rest, and we all

should actively seek ways to invite God
into the center of our families," he added.

He quoted from Pope John Paul II's

1998 apostolic letter, "Dies Domini"
("The Day of the Lord"): "Sunday is the

Diocesan
planner

BOONE VICARIATE

NORTH WILKESBORO — A Catholic

Scripture Study group meets at St. John Baptiste

de La Salle Church, 275 CC Wright School Rd.

Visit www.catholicscripturestudy.com for more

information. Classes meet Wednesdays, 12-1 :30

p.m. and 6:45-8:15 p.m. Please call Rob Hicks

at (336) 957-71 93 for more information or ifyou
plan to attend.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Blood Give-In

Sunday will be March 11, 8 a.m.-l: 30 p.m.

in the family room of the parish center, 8015

Ballahtyne Commons Pkwy. Donors will be

required to provide identification, such as a

driver license or Red Cross blood donor card. A
sign-up table will be in narthex Feb 24-25 and

March 3-4. Appointments are encouraged and

will be honored. Walk-ins are welcome, but vidll

be taken as time permits. For more information,

call the church office at (704) 543-7677.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., hosts a First

Friday Women's Retreat, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. in

Room 239 of the New Life Center, following

the 9 a.m. Mass. The program for March 2

will be "The Practice of Fasting." For more
information, call Marie Grzeskiewicz at

(704) 542-9748.

CHARLOTTE — Recharge with St. Peter

Church's weekday lunchtime spirituality

program, 12-12:45 p.m. in the St. Peter's Annex,

507 S. Tryon St. The program for March 15 will

be "With Jesus in the Desert: Praying through

Darkness into Light. " Bring your lunch, hear

a short talk on spirituality and participate in a

day which recalls in grateful adoration

the world's first day and looks forward in

active hope to 'the last day,' when Christ

will come in glory and all things will be

made new."

Bishop Baker also made several

suggestions to make this a reality:

— Pray a parish rosary once a month
followed by a covered-dish diimer with

fun activities for youths and children.

— Plan a pilgrimage to a favorite

religious site, such as the Shrine of Our
Lady of South Carolina-Our Lady of

Joyful Hope in Kingsfree or to Mepkin
Abbey in Monck's Comer.
— Allow a member of the family to

share 15 minutes of Scripture reading.

— Refrain from any labor, shopping

and any private activity that conflicts with

prayer or family involvement on a Sunday.

— Try to organize activities with

other parents and adults to enrich faith and

friendships on Simdays while children or

youths are involved in faith formation.

short prayer session — a great way to recharge

during the workweek. Sessions are free and

everyone is invited. For more information, call the

church office at (704) 332-2901

.

CHARLOTTE — The St Maximilian Kolbe
Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order

gathers the first Sunday of each month at

2 p.m. at Our Lady of Consolation Church, 2301

Statesville Ave. Those interested in learning more

about the SFO and the Franciscan Vay of life

are invited to attend. For more information, call

Tom O'Loughlin at (704) 947-7235.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — Faithful Stewards of God's

Creation will take place in the McCarthy
Spirituality Center 101 Mercy Dr., March 3, 9

a.m.-4:30 p.m. The free conference will present

church teaching on environmental justice, recent

scientific findings, energy-saving ideas, air

quality concerns in the Charlotte metro region and

how to become more effective advocates. Call

(704) 370-3228 by Feb. 26 to register and reserve

a limch Sponsored by Catholic Social Services'

Office of Jxistice and Peace in partnership with

the Sisters of Mercy NC Peace and Justice Team.

For more information on this event, please visit

www.cssnc.org/justicepeace.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— The Men 's Bible Study Group

at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715 Horse Pen

Creek Rd., meets Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m. in the

Parish Life Center, room 4. The group will discuss

the Gospel of Luke. Bring your own Bible. For

more information, contact Gus Magrinat at

gmagrinat@pol.net or John Mahnfelt at (336) 665-

6450 orjmalmsie@aol.com.

STONEVILLE— The Greensboro Council of

Catholic Women is having its annual Lenten

Mini Retreat, led by Father Louis Canino, at the

St. Francis Springs Prayer Center March 1 at
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican official says Christians need

correct, certain consciences

Vatican rejects Call to Action appeal;

bishop urges return to church

VATICANCITY(CNS)—Christians

will not invoke conscientious objection

to defend human life ifthey have no idea

what the conscience is, said speakers at a

Vatican press conference.

"Believers need consciences that

are true, certain and correct," which

happens "with reflection, dialogue and,

sometimes, a tiring search," said Bishop

Elio Sgreccia, president of the Pontifical

Academy for Life.

The bishop and others spoke about the

conscience at a Feb. 20 press conference

to introduce the academy's Feb. 23-24

congress on "The Christian Conscience in

Support of the Right to Life."

Bishop Sgreccia said the conference

would look at the right and obligation

of physicians, nurses, pharmacists

and researchers to declare themselves

conscientious objectors when faced with

procedures such as abortion, euthanasia

or the destruction ofhuman embryos.

But first, he said, participants will

10 a.m. Carpools will leave from St. Paul the

Apostle Church parking lot, 271 5 Horse Pen Creek

Rd., by 9: 1 5 a.m. For more information, please call

,

Carmen Wood at (336) 545-9266.

GREENSBORO— St. Pius X Church and School,

2210 N. Elm St., are sponsoring a series of

workshops for women called Wisdom of Women.
Sessions will be held on the first Thursday of

the month, 9:30-11 a.m. in the parish center. The
group will be facilitated by parishioner and life

coach Lucy Wellmaker. The purpose of the group

is to create a time and a space for women to better

connect with their inner wisdom and move forward

on their journey in life. For more information

or to register, call Lucy (336) 632-1940 or

e-mail coachw@lucyweltoiaker.com.

HICKORY VICARIATE

fflCKORY — The annual World Day of Prayer

ecumenical worship service will held March 1

at 7 p.m. at Corinth Reformed Church, 150 16th

Ave. NW. The bilingual service is themed "United

under God's Tent" and was vmtten by Paraguayan

Christian women. The service is sponsored by more
than 15 area churches, including St. Aloysius, St.

Francis ofAssisi and St. Joseph Catholic churches.

Child care will be provided and refreshments

will be served. For more information, call Carole

Marmorato at (828) 256-8956.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
SALISBURY. — Our Lady Rosary Makers of

Sacred Heart Church, 128 N. Fuhon St., are

making cord rosaries for the missions and the

military. The group meets the first Tuesday of

each month in the church office conference room,

10-11 a.m. For more information, call Cathy

Yochim at (704) 636-6857 or Joan Kaczmarezyk at

(704) 797-8405.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE — Adult Education Classes are

held the first three Wednesday evenings of each

month beginning at 6:45 p.m. in the St. John the

Evangelist Church Social Hall, 234 Church St.

look at how the conscience calls people

to take positive steps "in service, love

and veneration" for every human life.

- Bishop Sgreccia said it is clear that the

church must teach its members what the

conscience is and how it matures correctly.

Auxiliary Bishop Anthony Fisher of

Sydney, Australia, said the conscience is

not like a new car's satellite navigator

— a voice coming telling the driver to

turn here, continue or stop there. And it

is not simply a gut feeling about the best

way to act in a certain situation, he said.

"Too often in recent years those

desperate for moral education or guidance

have been fobbed off" with 'follow your

conscience' or 'do whatever seems right to

you'" without being helped to understand

what a correct conscience is and how it is

formed. Bishop Fisher said.

A real conscience is based on a

recognition that objective moral truths

exist and that some actions are always

right or always wrong, he said.

For more information, call Charles Luce at

(828) 648-7369 or e-mail luce54@aol.com.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

KERNERSVILLE —- Joseph Curran, a 9-year-

old parishioner at Holy Cross Church, needs a

bone marrow fransplant. ABone-Marrow Typing

Drive will be at Holy Cross Church, 616 South

Cherry St., March 10, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Friends

and family have raised some fijnds to cover the

cost of the typing for those who cannot afford

the $25 tax-deductible fee. Minorities will be

typed free as the need for minority marrow is

extremely high. For more information, visit

www.marrow.org or call Pattie Curran at

(336) 423-8158 or Melanie Feeney-Lewis

(336) 869-5151.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the Fatima

Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Secular Franciscan

Betti Pettinati-Longinotti will speak on "Art and

Prayer" at the Feb. 28 program. The sacrament

of reconciliation will be offered at 12 p.m. in the

chapel. For more information and to RSVP, call

Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336) 624-1971 or e-mail

kganiel@triad.rr.com. Walk-ins are welcome.

CLEMMONS — A Charismatic Prayer Group
meets Mondays at 7:15 p.m. in the eucharistic

chapel of Holy Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon
Rd. Join us for praise music, witness, teaching,

prayers and petition. For more details, call

Jim Passero at (336) 998-7503.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@chariottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Feb. 27-1:30 p.m.

Building commission meeting

Pastoral Center, Charlotte

Feb. 28-7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Chariotte

March 1 - 10 a.m.

Foundation board meeting

Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

March 2 -10 a.m.

Finance council meeting

Pastoral Center, Chariotte

LINCOLN, Neb. (CNS) — The
Vatican's highest court said it has

no jurisdiction over a decision by
Bishop Fabian W. Bruskewitz of Lincoln

that Catholics in his diocese who are

members of a dozen organizations were

automatically excommunicated.

In the wake of the ruling. Bishop

Bruskewitz renewed his invitation to

Call to Action Nebraska members to

leave that organization and return to full

communion with the church.

Rachel Pokora and Gordon Peterson

of Call to Action Nebraska had asked the

Apostolic Signature, the church's supreme

court, to overturn Bishop Bruskewitz's

1996 decision and its affirmation last year

by Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, prefect

of the Vatican Congregation for Bishops.

In a Jan. 27 letter to Pokora and

Peterson, which was copied to Bishop

Bruskewitz, the court said it had no

jurisdiction in the matter.

In extrasynodal legislation issued in

1996, Bishop Bruskewitz said Catholics

who were members of certain groups

would be automatically excommunicated

if they did not quit the groups. The
penalties applied to members of Call

to Action, Call to Action Nebraska and

10 other organizations.Call to Action

Nebraska was the only group to ask the

bishop to reverse his decision, to no avail.

Bishop Bruskewitz expressed his

hope and prayer that Call to Action

Nebraska members will soon cooperate

with God's grace, repent and return to

the church.

Although the Vatican appeal only

dealt with Call to Action, the other

groups named by Bishop Bruskewitz

10 years ago were: Plarmed Parenthood,

Society of St. Pius X, Hemlock Society,

St. Michael the Archangel Chapel,

Freemasons, Job's Daughters, DeMolay,

Eastern Star, Rainbow Girls and Catholics

for a Free Choice.

The Hemlock Society works to

legalize physician-assisted suicide, and

Planned Parenthood and Catholics for

a Free Choice both support keeping

abortion legal.

Shivering statue?
A statue of lesus outside

Our Lady Queen of Peace

Church in Milwaukee appears

to be shivering in the snow

Feb. 1 2. A recent stretch of

below-zero temperatures

and wind-chill factors

reaching minus-20 degrees

left Milwaukee-area residents

shivering as well.

CNS PHOTO BY Sam Lucero, Cathouc Herald

Archbishop tells Pelosi budget must fully fund

children's health care
SAN FRANCISCO (CNS) — "If

we do what is right, we can take care of

all our children and raise the healthiest

generation in American history,"

Archbishop George H. Niederauer of

San Francisco told House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif

He urged her to "include adequate

funding in the federal budget to sustain

and expand the highly successful State

Children's Health Insurance Program."

He made the comments in a personal

letter to Pelosi that was delivered to her

Washington office Feb. 12 by George

Wesolek, director of the archdiocese's

Public Policy and Social Concerns Office.

Archbishop Niederauer advocated

"access to affordable health insurance for

every child through proven, successfiil

federal-state partnerships" as the "right

place to start in tackling the health care

challenges facing our coimtry."

The archbishop was to join other

religious, civic and health care leaders at

a public rally Feb. 22 on the plaza of St.

Mary's Cathedral at which a "Report on

Children's Health" was to be released.

The report, organizers said, would

be presented to Pelosi at both her district

and Washington offices.
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Two Knights honored for

combined 110 years of service
FOREST CITY — The Knights of

Columbus Council 12266 at Immaculate

Heart of Mary Church in Forest City

recently honored two of its members for

a combined 1 1 0 years of service.

Frank Kraynak was honored for 60

years of service and Larry Gardner was

honored for 50 years of service to the

Knights of Columbus.

"I was totally impressed with their

achievements," said Grand Knight

Salvatore Sarate, who presented the men

with their plaques Feb. 1 1

.

"Both men have achieved the ripe

old age of 89 and are still going strong,"

said Sarate. "If we had more men in the

world like them, we would have fewer

problems in the world."

The Knights ofColumbus, a Catholic

fraternal organization founded in the

United States in 1882, offers support

for pro-life issues, the handicapped,

vocations and other service-oriented

ministries.

Courtesy Photo

Grand Knight Salvatore Sarate (center) presents Frank Kraynak (left) and Larry Gardner with plaques

for their combined 110 years of service to the Knights of Columbus at Immaculate Conception Church

in Forest City.

Abbotswood Senior Living.

^0
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1 - and 2-bedroom floor plans tn Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Mondi-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOKWOCX)
til

at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC Tl'^^ • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dimity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.coni

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

THE GOOD MEWS IS, YOUl
HAVE THOUSANDS OF ^

INVESTMENT OPTIONS.
\

THE BAD NEWS IS... \

You have thousands of investment options, and you don't

know how to pick the best ones for your situation.

You have thousands of investments options, and you don't

have time to research even a fraction of them.

Call to leam more alwut:

PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT
Les Davaz
Financial Advisor

(Vlember, St. Patrick's Church

100 N. Tryon St., Suite 3300

Charlotte, NC 28202

(704) 331-2233 or

(800) 438-0397

http://fc.sniithbarney.com/davaz

citigroupj
SiVliTHBARN^EY

• Minimum balance $25,000 Equity, $100,000 Fixed Income. © 2006

Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC, Smith Barney is a division

and service marit of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and Its affiliates and is

used and registered tiiroughout the world. CITIGROUP and the Umbrella

Device are trademarks and service martis of Citigroup Inc. or rts affiliates

and are used and registered throughout the wortd.

Dancing the night away

Courtesy Photo

Fathers and daughters enjoy a father-daughter dance held at Holy Family Church in Clemmons Jan. 27.

FatherSy daughters enjoy dancer

bonding experience
CLEMMONS — Fathers and

daughters from around the Winston-

Salem Vicariate enjoyed a father-

daughter dance at Holy Family Church

in Clemmons Jan. 27.

The event was organized by Chris

Bryant, an officer with Knights of

Columbus Bishop Charles P. Greco
Council 9499 at the church.

"This could be a chance for dads and

their little princess of all ages to share

an experience that they'll remember
forever," said Bryant.

Nearly 150 fathers and daughters

from the Clemmons, Winston-Salem and

Kemersville areas participated.

"We ate, danced, laughed and smiled.

It was magnificent," said Bryant.

Bryant said he was looking forward

to organizing another father-daughter

dance next year.

The Knights ofColumbus, a Catholic

fraternal organization founded in the

United States in 1882, offers support for

pro-life issues, the handicapped, vocations

and other service-oriented ministries.

I

I

ATTENTION READERS!

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?
Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people who

are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us so we can publish them in The Catholic News & Herald. ContKit

Staff Writer Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

MORATORY
434 Charlotte Avenue, P.O. Box 1 1 586

Rock Hill, SC 2973-1 586

(803) 327-2097 rrockhilloratory.com

Holy Week at the Oratory

April 1-7
Individuals and snnall groups are welcome to join in the prayer and silence, liturgies

and hospitality at the Oratory during this Sacred Week. Spiritual directors are

available on a limited basis and w/ith advanced scheduling.

Cost: $45 overnight - with no direction

$65 overnight - with direction
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Seminarian ordained to

I transitional diaconate

VOCATIONS
The Catholic News & Herald 5

DEACON, from page 1

Emmitsburg, Md.
Most transitional deacons are

ordained at the seminaries where they

are studying. For the past several years.

Mount St. Mary's has permitted their

seminarians to be ordained in their home
parishes.

Deacon Truong was bom in Vinh

Long Province, Vietnam. In 1994, his

family was granted refugee status,

allowing them to immigrate to the United

States.

After living for a year in Atlanta,

the family moved to Charlotte, where

his parents, brother, sister-in-law and

nephew still live.

Deacon Truong graduated from

St. Xavier University in Chicago and

worked for Baxter Health Care for

several years. But a vocation to the

priesthood continued to call to him.

"I've wanted to be a priest since I

was about 10 years old," he said.

"Tri, I wish to express to you my
gratitude and my deep admiration for

your 'yes' to Jesus," Bishop Jugis said

during the ordination Mass.

During the rite of ordination. Bishop

Jugis called forth Deacon Truong to

make the promise of celibacy and the

vow of obedience. The candidate then

lay prostrate on the floor while the

bishop, the concelebrating priests and

deacons serving prayed the litany of

the saints.

Seminarian education is one of the

ministries supported by your contributions

to the Diocesan Support Appeal.

Following the litany, the bishop laid

his hands on Deacon Truong's head and

asked the Holy Spirit to descend upon

him. Msgr. Mauricio W. West, diocesan

chancellor and vicar general, then

vested Deacon Truong with the dalmatic

and stole.

Finally, Deacon Truong knelt before

the bishop, who placed the Book of

Gospels in his hands. The new deacon

then assisted with the liturgy of the

Eucharist.

Deacons are permitted to preach,

assist priests at the altar during the

Liturgy of the Eucharist; officiate at

weddings, baptisms and funerals; and

administer blessings during certain

liturgical rites. Transitional deacons are

men enrolled in seminaries who intend

to be ordained as priests.

"As a deacon, Tri has important

work to do for the Lord," Bishop Jugis

said during his homily. "He will help

the bishop and priests in three special

ministries: the ministry of the word, the

ministry of the altar and the ministry of

charity."

"He will proclaim and preach the

good news of Jesus Christ — the good

news that has the power to save souls,"

! i !

AT BELMONT ABBEY COLLEGE

1 St Anniversary Celebration

Sale
throughout the month of February*

We have books for all ages, religious and inspirational

artwork, statues, rosaries, jewelry, medals, crosses,

crucifixes, prayer and greeting cards, music, audio

books on CD's, DVD's, sacramental and general gift

items and so much more!

Conveniently located 10 minutes from Charlotte

on the Belmont Abbey College campus

Mon., Wed., Thurs,, Fri

10:00am -4:00pm

-85 Exit 26

Tuesday

10:00am - 6:00pm

1n Store Purchases only

Saturday

10:am - 1:00pm

704.461.5100 CATHOLrCSHOPPE@BAC.EDU

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Bishop Peter J. Jugis and Deacon Tri Vinh Truong distribute Communion during Mass at St. Joseph

Vietnamese Church in Charlotte Feb. 18. During the Mass, Bishop Jugis ordained Deacon Truong to the

transitional diaconate, the last step before he is ordained a priest in June 2008.

the bishop said.

"The gift that Jesus gave us at the

Last Supper— his own body and blood,

his real presence— is administered to us

through the ministry ofthe priest, assisted

by his deacon," said Bishop Jugis. "What
a privilege the deacon has to be at the

priest's side during Mass, administering

to the people the bread of life and the cup

of eternal salvation."

"You are to imitate Jesus as you give

yourselffor the salvation ofyour brothers

and sisters," the bishop instructed.

"JVly greatest spiritual influence has

always been my prayer life," said Deacon
Truong, who wUl be ordained a priest in

June 2008. "I want to bring Christ's love

to the people."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

New head of clergy congregation issues

defense of priestly celibacy

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Two
months after taking over as head of

the Vatican's Congregation for Clergy,

Brazilian Cardinal Claudio Hummes has

issued a strong and lengthy defense of

priestly celibacy.

"Priestly celibacy is a precious gift

of Christ to his church, a gift that must

continually be meditated upon and

strengthened, especially in the deeply

secularized modem world," he said.

The cardinal made the comments in a

ftiU-page article he wrote for the Vatican

newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano. It

was published Feb. 1 4 under the headline

"The importance of priestly celibacy."

Cardinal Hummes, formerly the

archbishop of Sao Paolo, arrived at his

new Vatican post last December, shortly

after telling a Brazilian newspaper that

priestly celibacy was a disciplinary

norm and not a church dogma and was

therefore open to change.

Vatican officials were concerned,

and within hours of arriving in Rome
Cardinal Hummes issued a statement

emphasizing that priestly celibacy was a

long and valuable tradition in the Latin-

rite church, based on strong theological

and pastoral arguments.

The cardinal's newspaper article

was written to mark the 40th armiversary

of "Sacerdotalis Caelibatus," Pope Paul

VI's encyclical on priestly celibacy,

issued June 24, 1967.

Cardinal Hummes reviewed what

he said was strong evidence that priestly

celibacy has its roots in apostolic times,

not later centuries.

The cardinal said celibacy represents

"a more fiill configuration with the Lord

Jesus," who lived his own life as a

celibate, and is a sign of the total love

priests give to the church. For all priests,

he said, celibacy should be a call to

happiness and not a burden of suffering.

Cardinal Hummes said celibacy is

also a sign of pastoral charity.

"Common experience confirms that

it is easier to open one's heart to one's

brothers fully and without reserve for

those who have no other emotional

attachments, no matter how legitimate

and holy, except the attachment to

Christ," he said.

Cardinal Hummes reviewed Pope

Paul's reasons for confirming priestly

celibacy 40 years ago and said the same

reasons were still valid today.

Cardinal Hummes reviewed various

discussions on celibacy over the last 40

years, particularly in synods ofbishops and

other Rome meetings. On every occasion,

he said, the participants have ended up

confirming the value ofpriestly celibacy.

At the 2005 synod on the Eucharist,

some bishops wanted a discussion

on ordaining married men in certain

circumstances, but the idea was rejected

as "a road not to travel," he said.
www.belmontAbbeyCollege.edu
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Glenmary's 'Dean of Missioners'

FatherJoe Dean dies at 86

CINCINNATI — Glenmary Father

Joe Dean, who served in the Diocese of

Charlotte, died of a heart attack Feb. 14

in Mount Pleasant, Texas. He was 86.

A native of Chicago, Father Dean
joined the Glenmary order in 1943 and

was ordained to the priesthood in 1945.

His assignments included serving

in Virginia, Kentucky, North Carolina,

Mississippi, Georgia, Texas and
Oklahoma. He founded several missions

in a number of states, including one in

Murphy, N.C. — the first Glenmary
mission established in the state. The
mission eventually would grow into the

thriving parish of St. William Church.

Father Dean also founded two
hospitals — Providence Hospital in

Murphy and St. Mary's Hospital in

Norton, Va. — and numerous outreach

centers and programs.

In the 1950s, Father Dean worked

in Glenmary 's vocation and promotion

department and taught at Glenmary's

seminary. In all ofhis mission pastorates,

he wrote columns for the local newspaper

and delivered radio messages to educate

and attract locals to Catholicism.

Father Dean arrived in Mississippi

in 1965 in the midst of the civil ri^ts

movement, where he worked with other

local ministers and conmiunity leaders to

integrate the community. His ministry to

African-Americans was fiieled by the fact,

he said, that "for so long, members of a

community were cut ofif from so many
normal benefits of civil life and, in some
cases, of human Uving, that there was a

need for Christian leadership."

In the mid-1980s. Father Dean
recognized the growing Spanish-

speaking population in Glenmary's
missions in the South. At age 65 he

Glenmary Father Joe Dean

began learning Spanish and reaching out

to the immigrant population.

"You don't grow old," he said, "you

become old by not growing."

He retired from assigned ministry

in 1995. For the past seven years, he

lived in Glenmary's former mission in

Moimt Pleasant, Texas, making himself

available to fill in for pastors in Texas,

Oklahoma and Arkansas.

Father Dean is survived by nieces,

nephews and his Glenmary brothers.

A Mass of Christian burial was
celebrated at St. Matthias Church in

Cincinnati Feb. 20. Burial followed at

Gate ofHeaven Cemetery.

Memorials are requested to

Glenmary Home Missioners, P.O. Box
465618, Cincinnati, OH 45246.

Gleimiary Home Missioners is a

Catholic society of priests and brothers

who, along with coworkers, staff more
than 50 missions and ministries in 14

dioceses throughout Appalachia, the

South and Southwest.

RELATED STORY ON PAGE 16

Read the parish profile of Immaculate

Heart of Mary Church in Hayesville,

which references Father Dean's work in

the area.

Deacon George McMahon dies at 70
MORGANTON— Deacon George

Edward McMahon died Feb. 15

following a period of declining health.

He was 70 years old.

Deacon McMahon, born in

Ridgeway, Pa., once said his childhood

catechism classes provided comfort

and a sense of structure for him. He
graduated fi-om Gaimon University, a

Catholic college in Erie, Pa., in 1958;

he also was the first person to receive

certification in Confraternity ofChristian

Doctrine from Gannon.

His mother's dedication to Mary
helped him through his college years.

"I was particularly close to the

Blessed Mother when I went to college

and prayed daily to her," said Deacon
McMahon in a 2002 interview with The
Catholic News & Herald. "I began to

open my mind and let her into my heart.

I attended Mass daily in the latter part of

my college years and spent a lot of time

reflecting on my faith."

He was ordained into the permanent

diaconate at St. Elizabeth of the Hills

Church in Boone in June 1989, and

served as a deacon in several churches in

North Carolina and Florida.

Deacon McMahon married Aimette

Louise Jaggy McMahon in 1961. She
converted to her husband's faith after the

birth of the first of their eight children.

Wanting to be closer to their children

Deacon George McMahon

in North Carolina, the McMahons moved
from Florida in 1999, and Deacon
McMahon was assigned to St. Charles

Borromeo Church in Morganton.

"For each place I've moved, I've

learned more about God and a different

dimension ofmy faith," he said.

The deacon was involved with

several ministries, including prison,

mentally challenged and Landings.

He is survived by his wife, Annette;

eight children; 12 grandchildren; and 12

nephews and nieces.

A Mass of Christian burial was held

Feb. 17 at St. Charles Borromeo Church

with Bishop Peter J. Jugis and Father

Kenneth Whittington, pastor, officiating.

Burial followed at Burke Memorial Park.

Memorial contributions may be

made to St. Charles Borromeo Church

Priest Retirement Fimd, 728 W. Union

St., Morganton, N.C. 28655.

Retired.
Not retiring.

For Phil, wellness means relaxing without a care in the world.

Having more time to exercise his mind and listen to his spirit

gives him a sense of inner harmony. It's the simple joy of

living, and Phil knows he'll find it here. Because here,

wellness is a way of life.

Pennybyrn at Maryfield is opening soon and residence

selection is becoming limited - act now!

atMARYFIE LD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260

(336) 886-4103 or (866) 627-9343

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com

Sponsored by the Sisters ofthe Poor Servants of the Mother of God

JfefesW; NP/CNH/Ret2
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Holy Angels honors, inducts board members
Organization presents Founders Award

BELMONT — Holy Angels in

Belmont recently presented its Founders

Award to Dr. Mary Ann Rathbun-

MacCaughelty.

She received the award during a

board appreciation dinner held at the

Sisters ofMercy administration center in

Belmont Jan. 30.

The award is named in memory of

Mercy Sister Marie Patrice Manley, Holy

Angels' founder. Established in 2004, it

is presented to an individual who has had

a long-standing relationship with Holy

Angels, a nonprofit corporation providing

programs and services for children and

adults with mental retardation, some of

whom have physical disabilities and are

medically fi-agile.

Rathbun-MacCaughelty^ a neonatal

physician, has served on Holy Angels'

board of directors for 26 years.

Also during the diimer. Holy Angels

boardmembers and officers were installed

by Mercy Sister Pauline Clifford, vice

president of Sisters of Mercy Regional

Community ofNorth Carolina.

New board members include

chairmanHans Lengers, vice chairwoman

Kathleen Harwell, and Dr. William Rice

and Scott Biedrycki, members.

Holy Angels was foimded by the

Sisters of Mercy in 1956.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information about Holy

Angels, visit www.holyangelsnc.org or

call (704) 825-4161.

CouRTisY Photo

Kathleen Harwell and Hans Lengers were installed as vice chairwoman and chairman, respectively, of

Holy Angels' board of directors during a board appreciation dinner in Belmont Ian. 30.

vce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

1401 Patton Ave. 72 long Shatk Jkm
Asheville. NC Arden, NC
(828) 232-3535 (828) 687-3530

p Pre-arrangements and obituaries

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

•ljh!t/e at www.grocefuneralhome.com

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
of March:

Rev. Robert A. Gibson 1987

Rev. Francis Gorham 1 981

Rev. John Huston 1976

Rev. Justin J. Pechulis 1983

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

A cross to bear

CouKUSY Photo

Youths place more than 1 ,200 crosses made from popsicle sticks along a roadway to raise awareness

of global hunger as part of the 30 Hour Famine at St. Aloysius Church in Hickory Feb. 10-11.

Hickory youths fast for global

hunger awareness during 30
Hour Famine

HICKORY — Nearly 40 youths

from St. Aloysius Church in Hickory

recently took part in the fight to help end

world hunger.

Thirty middle-schoolers and six

high school students gave up food for 30

hours as part of the aimual World Vision

30 Hour Famine, held at the church Feb.

10-11.

The program helps yoimg people

leam about global hunger and poverty

while they raise fimds to fight hunger.

World Vision is a Christian relief and

development agency that works in nearly

100 countries around the world.

During the 30 hours, the youths from

St. Aloysius learned about world hunger

and participated in activities to build

commimity awareness of the hunger

crisis in Afiica.

One activity involved making more
than 1,200 crosses out ofpopsicle sticks,

which were placed along a main roadway
to highlight the number of children who
die ofhunger every hour.

"We decorated orange T-shirts and on

Sunday spread the word (about hunger)

after all the parish Masses," said Jen

Stickle, parish youth ministry director.

"And then, we walked one mile up

the main road in town carrying signs

that encouraged onlookers to help them

'Starve Hunger,'" said Stickle.

The group also visited faith formation

classes, performing skits to teach the

students about hunger statistics. They
also collected food for Greater Hickory

Cooperative Christian Ministry, which

provides emergency and crisis assistance

to the working poor, homeless and

indigent ofCatawba County.

Other activities included games,

praying the rosary, visiting a nearby

Baptist church and a scavenger hunt.

The 30-hour fast ended when the

youths took Communion at Mass on

Sunday.

"They broke the fast around the

altar of our Lord. What a powerful

Communion experience for all," said

Stickle.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on 30 Hour Famine,

visit www.30hourfamine.org.

St. Thomas Aquinas Academy — Arden

A higb school that offers
Academic Excellence
ttirougli Classical Education

Self-Discipline
tlu-ougb Catholic Formation

(828)687-7714
www.sttliomasaqumasacademy.org
St Thomas Aquinas Academy is a private school, independent of the Charlotte Diocesan school system.
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Church's social teaching bacl(s

up advocacy on ciimate change

CLIMATE, from page 1

regulatory agencies or their counterparts

at the state level for action on the issue.

Dan Misleh, head of the Catholic

Coalition on Climate Change, said there

are several "Catholic assets" Catholics

can call upon when pushing lavraiakers

or regulators for effective climate-

change containment policies.

Among them are the church's size

and scope.

In the United States, there are 1 9,000

parishes, 195 dioceses and 63 million

members, and organizations such as

Catholic Charities USA, the Catholic

Campaign for Human Development,

the Catholic Health Association and

Cathohc Relief Services. And there is

the universal church with its emphasis on

serving those in need.

Misleh, speaking Feb. 13 at the

Catholic Social Ministry Gathering

in Washington, also cited a "Gospel

tradition"ofdiscipleshipandstewardship,

and more than a century of social

teaching, including the U.S. bishops'

200 1 statement, "Global Climate Change:

A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence, and the

Common Good."

There is also the "human interest"

in climate change, Misleh said, noting

that "there are actually houses that are

crumbling" in Alaska as a result of the

permafrost melting.

He also pointed to an increase in

the number and severity of large-scale

weather events and the "mass migration"

that results from them — including

400,000 displaced from the New Orleans

area and elsewhere along the Gulf Coast

after 2005 's Hurricane Katrina— as well

as vector-borne illnesses.

"Malaria is on the increase where

malaria had never been before," Misleh

said.

in the Diocese of Charlotte, Catholic

Social Service's Office of Justice and

Peace is working with support from the

U.S. bishops' Environmental Justice

Program to raise awareness ofthe Church's

teaching on environmental justice.

WANT MORE INFO?

Read Joseph Purello's column. The vir-

tuous life and the call to stewardship of

creation," on page t4.

The Office of Justice and Peace, working

with the support of the U.S. bishops' En-

vironmental Justice Program, is offering

three conferences titled "Faithful Stewards

of God's Creation" in March and April. The

conferences wnll raise awareness among

Catholics to both current environmental

concerns and the church's teaching on

environmental justice.

Visit www.cssnc.org/justicepeace to find

a flyer for the first conference being held

Saturday, March 3, at the McCarthy Spiri-

tuality Center in Belmont (on the Sisters

of Mercy Campus), as well as dates and

locations for the remaining two confer-

ences, or call (704) 370-3225 for more

infonnation.

The Oflfice of Justice and Peace is

offering three regional conferences on

the theme "Faithfiil Stewards of God's

Creation" in March and April. Joseph

Purello, director ofthe Ofiice ofJustice and

Peace, said the conferences are needed.

"Many Catholics are not aware
of Catholic Church statements on
environmental justice in general, and

recent statements on global climate

change in particular" said Purello.

"Catholics need to know that

many church documents address the

environment and make the link between

a proper care of the created world and

the concerns of promoting peace and

respecting human life," he said.

Stately concerns

While the U.S. federal government

has been accused of dragging its feet

on the issue of climate change, most

states have taken initiatives — some in

tandem with other nearby states — to

reduce greenhouse gases and promote

alternative fiiel sources.

The United States accounts for 25

percent of the world's emissions.

Judi Greenwald, director of
iimovative solutions at the Pew Center

on Global Climate change, took note of

a 10-state compact by New York, New
Jersey, Maryland, Delaware and the six

New England states to cut greenhouse

gases 10 percent by 2019.

"It's a potential model for national

policy," Greenwald said, since it allows

states to both cap emissions levels and

frade unused emissions to other states in

the compact who need more time to meet

their caps.

Other states are taking matters

into their own hands, according to

Greenwald.

Illinois wants a 6 percent cut in

greenhouse gases by 2010. New Mexico
aims to reach 2000 greenhouse gas levels

by 2010, and cut that amount 10 percent

by 2020. California is waging a legal

battle against automakers to maintain

its right to set vehicle greenhouse gas

emission levels.

If California prevails, "one-third

of our vehicles will be affected,"

Greenwald said.

In renewable energy, 23 states

and the District of Columbia have set

goals for renewable energy, topped by

Maine's goal of 30 percent. Moreover,

"more than half the states have climate

action plans. Some have more teeth than

others," Greenwald said.

"Everybody's worried about
something," she added, whether it's

water availability in the Southwest,

warming in the North or hurricanes in

the Southeast.

Jeremy Symons, executive director

of the National Wildlife Federation's

Global Climate Change Initiative, said

a significant shift in public attitudes has

taken place on the subject.

Even a 2003 poll among the

federation's members had climate

change ranked sixth. Today, Symons
said, "it's by far the top issue."

Contributing to this story was Editor

Kevin E. Murray.

CNS PHOTO BY J.R MOCZUISKI, RaiTERS

Smoke rises from a chemical company's stacks in Hamilton, Ontario, Feb. 1 . Climate change as an issue

holds appeal for Catholics in the U.S. and abroad, and the church's social teaching backs up advocacy

on it.

Low cabin prices guaranteed

through March 16th!

Join the Diocese of Charlotte

and Fr. Mo West, Vicar General and Chancellor, for the

LRSKR mUlSE and RETREAT
with a day in Seattle!

august IT-25, 2007

Your 8-day excursion includes:

* Daily Mass; time for spiritual growth and peaceful reflection on the

majestic grandeur of God's creation

* Round trip airfare from Charlotte

* All meals and accommodations on Holland America's luxury cruise

ship Oosterdam with stops in Seattle, Juneau, Hubbard Glacier, Sitka,

Ketchikan and Victoria, BC
* One pre-cruise night at hotel in Seattle with city tour and free time

* Airport tiansfers in Seattle

Price starts at only $2,199 per person for double occupancy and includes

airfare from Charlotte, all ship meals, accommodations, Seattle hotel and city tour,

transfers, port charges and taxes (which may be subject to change).

Early booking fares for choice of cabin categories are guaranteed until March 16th

so call today for a brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704)370-3332 or Corporate

Travel Service (800)727-1999, Ext. 116.
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'People are going to school, people are going to work.'

Millions more Afghans

educated today than in 2001
which has been plagued by decades of

internal and external conflicts.

The poorly functioning bureaucracy

of the ministry makes it difficult to

efficiently and quickly implement a

federal education policy, Hicks said.

"Many people have expectations

to see development happen fast," said

Hicks. "Rehabilitation gives an idea that

there is something to fix up," which is

not the case in Afghanistan.
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kind of goofing-oflf that you find" in the

United States.

Bibi Qamer, a 23-year-old Muslim
fi-om Afghanistan who has been working

for CRS since 2002, said girls and

women want to go to school.

"The Taliban didn't allow girls to

go to school," Qamer said, but now
"they are very happy building for their

fixture."

Qamer and Bowers spoke to CNS
Feb. 15 in a telephone interview fi-om

CRS headquarters in Baltimore. Based

in Afghanistan, they were in the United

States to talk to diocesan groups about

CRS and its programs in Afghanistan.

Training teachers and women,
who had been excluded from formal

education throughout much of the 1990s

while the Taliban was in power, is part

ofCRS' education program. Generations

of Afghans have never been educated

formally.

Paul Hicks, head of programs for

CRS inAfghanistan, said theAfghanistan

Ministry of Education has been
practically nonexistent in the country.

Farming thefuture

CRS programs in Afghanistan also

include agricultural initiatives and water

resoiirces programs to help the country's

slow process of development. Hicks

told CNS in an early February telephone

interview from San Andreas, Calif.,

where he traveled on home leave.

To increase farmers' earnings and

promote the agricultural development of

certain crops, CRS has been promoting

exporting and marketing, said Hicks.

Though farming opium-producing

poppy seeds is lucrative, many farmers

diversify their crops and "are very

receptive to working with products other

than poppy," he said.

Qamer said that in the Afghan city of

Herat, near the border with Iran, women

CNS PHOTO COURTESY OF CaTHOUC ReUEF SERVICES

Afghan children attend school in a village in Paghman, Afghanistan, Nov. 21 . Catholic Relief Services is
, ^

supporting primary education for children in mainly rural areas of Afghanistan. ' "

"

Lenten Mornim
of Reflection

Talks:

From Hostility to Cosmic Hospitality:

A Call to Conversion"
by Sr. Jane Russell, O.S.F.

"The Woman at the Well"
by Fr. David Brown, O.S.B.

Saturday, March 3 8:30 am to noon

Haid Ballroom

Belmont Abbey College

a Mass will follow In the Basilica at 1 1 :00 am
with Mid-Day Prayer at 1 1 :45 am. While there

Belmont abbey charge, reservations are requested by

College calling 704-825-6777.

have been marketing tomato paste and

jam to shop owners. The women have

been successful in gaining the men's

acceptance and convincing shop owners

to sell their products over Iranian

imports, she said.

However, Hicks said, no crop is

a "silver bullet" for quick agricultural

success. Afghanistan "requires
investments for fruit and nut industries"

over the course of years for long-term

success, he added.

Farmers must have confidence

"that economic growth is possible,"

he said. "A lot of farmers fear that the

international community will leave."

Hicks, Bowers and Qamer, who are

based in rural areas ofAfghanistan, said

they did not see much ofthe fighting and

violence.

"There is war. It is not finished,"

Qamer said. But "people are going

to school, people are going to work,"

she added.

U.S. -led forces have been in

Afghanistan since 2001. Military action

successfully toppled Afghanistan's

Taliban regime, but U.S. President

George W. Bush said Feb. 15 that

increased violence is expected in the

spring, and he called for more NATO
troops to be sent to Afghanistan.

Diocese of Charleston, South Carolina presents

Bonded by Love - Restoring Hope in the Family

2007 Family Life Conference — Year of the Family
Saturday, March lOth

St. John Neumann School Gym — Columbia, SC
Mass at 8 am

Registration begins at 8:45 am — Program ends at 4:30 pm
Speakers
* Keynote: Rev. Fabio Refosco, CO— "Hope Takes Flesh in the Family"

* David Hess, MD, Chair and Professor of Neurology, Medical College of Georgia— "Differences

Between Embryonic and Adult Stem Cell"

* Angela Lanfranchi, MD — "Breast Cancer Links and Risk Factors"

* Phil Lenahan — "7 Steps to Becoming Financially Free"

* Deacon Edward Peltier, PhD — "Healing from Pornography & Sexual Addiction"

Workshops
* Legislative and Proactive Ways to Close Abortion Clinics

* Communications within the Family

* Drug-Free Fertility with NFP

Register by Friday, March 2
$25 donation (lunch provided) payable to:

Family Life Office/Charleston Diocese

2879 Highway 160W, PMB #4336
Fort Mill, SC 29708

For information contact: Kathy Schmugge,
Family Life Coordinator, Diocese of Charleston:

(803) 547-5063 or famlifecor@earthlink.netwww.BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

'Bridge to Terabithia'

author brings book alive

for Chicago students
BY MICHELLE MARTIN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

CHICAGO — Seated in front of a

display of "Bridgeport's Terabithia" at a

Chicago Catholic academy, author Katherine

Paterson read from "Bridge to Terabithia,"

winner of the 1978 Newbery Medal and

released as a Disney film Feb. 1 6.

Paterson gave each of the three main

characters, whiny Maybelle, desperate

but stoic Jess and imaginative Leslie, a

distinctive voice, despite suffering from

a cold.

Her audience of fourth-, fifth-, and

sixth-graders at Bridgeport Catholic

Academy listenedraptly, before launching

a series of questions about how Paterson

became a writer and what made her write

this particular book.

"When I wrote it, I didn't even

think it should be published," Paterson

said, after explaining that she wrote it

after her young son's best fiiend died

unexpectedly. "I didn't think anyone not

named Paterson would understand it."

But millions of readers around the

world have recognized themselves in

her characters, and have written to tell

her so.

"Whenever I do something like this,

I am always aware that I am speaking

to my co-authors," Paterson told the

students about her visit to the school.

"It isn't a story until you bring your

ability to read, your imagination, your

life experiences and your emotional

makeup to it. Then it becomes a story,"

she said.

Paterson also urged any students

who had not yet read the book to do so

before seeing the movie, and asked those

who had read the book not to spoil the

ending for anyone who had not.

How Paterson came to appear at the

Want to put the romance and
excitement back into your relationship?

That's just the beginning of what you will receive on a Worldwide

Marnage Encounter weekend. The weekend teaches a unique

method of communication. It is for couples with

good marriages who want to enrich their

relationships.

For more information, please call Rob and

Karen Kummerer at (704) 843-7654 or go to

our web sight to register at www.WWME.org.

Upcoming weekends:

March 9 - 11 — Charlotte

March 16 -18 — Atlantic Beach

May 4 - 6 — Hickory

South Side school Feb. 1 — Academic

Day of Catholic Schools Week — is a

story in itself.

It started when Disney's
promotions staff contacted Radio
Disney in Chicago and asked Greg
Dellinger, who is "G-Man" on the air,

if he could set up a school appearance

for Paterson, as she made her way from
her Vermont home to Los Angeles for

the Feb. 3 film premiere.

Dellinger, the father of four Catholic

school students, knew some parents and

staff at Bridgeport Catholic Academy
from other appearances, knew it was
Catholic Schools Week, and thought it

would be a good fit.

What he didn't know was that the

academy's fifth-grade teacher, Gina
Geisert, did her master's thesis on
Paterson's books and teaches "Bridge to

Terabithia" to her students each year.

"It's the kind of book I'm not sure

they would pick up on their own," said

Geisert, adding that it helps students

discuss some difficult issues.

Hearing Paterson's reading brought

new interpretations to many of the

students.

"I liked how Jess and Leslie are kind

oflike the rejects, but when they find each

other, it doesn't matter to them," said

sixth-grader Madeline Holley.

Paterson told them that her son, David,

knew what it was like to feel like a reject

after his school was closed and he had to go

to a bigger school in second grade.

"At his little school, he was like the

class artist and class clown," she said. "At

his new school, everyone just thought he

was weird."

Now a father himself, David Paterson

is a writer in his own right: a screenwriter.

He adapted "Bridge to Terabithia" for the

movies.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MARCH 4, 2007

March 4, Second Sunday

of Lent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18

Psalm 27:1, 7-9, 13-14

2) Philippians 3:17-4:1

3) Gospel: Luke 9:28b-36

We must be in
presence of God,
obedient to him

byJEFFHENSLEY
catholic news service

Lent is right where I want to be. My
prayer life is a mess. My time spent in

quiet listening is all but nonexistent, and

I long to long for the Lord.

And I know fi-om the readings for

this weekend that that is just where God
wants me, hungry for his presence and

making plans to put myself there where
his love can reach me.

Two of the passages point in that

direction: The end of the Psabn says,

"Wait for the Lord with courage; be

stouthearted and wait for the Lord."

Then Paul writes to the members of

the Phillipi community "to stand firm in

the Lord."

The other thing in these readings

that makes me feel confident about my
own feeble attempts to come closer to

God is the evidence offered that all that

is required of me is a willing heart and
obedient response to God's invitation.

In Genesis we see Abraham entering

into the covenant with God, having

obeyed God's requirements of him,

but passing out at the time when God
consummates the agreement. Hmmm. It

sounds like God's participation was the

more important part of the equation.

Then we find Peter with Jesus (and

James and John) at the Transfiguration

coming out ofthe experience offering to

build three little shelters fi"om tree limbs,

one each for Jesus, Moses and Elijah.

It's sort of a silly response, but one

that is passed over lightly with Luke's

aside that "he did not really know what
he was saying."

The two requirements of us to enter

into a deeper, more glorious relationship

appear to be obedience to what God has

told us and simply being present.

I think I know two places I want to

be as I enter this holy season of seeking

and emptying of self so that God may
enter in. I want to spend some time

before the Blessed Sacrament and some
time alone in the out-of-doors, asking for

God's loving presence.

I truly believe that if I show up, he

will already be there waiting for me.
^

Questions:

How is your prayer life^these days?

What are some specific plans you can

make for spending time with God,
seeking him in Scripture, the sacraments

and solitude?
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 25-MARCH 3

Sunday (FirstSunday of Lent), Deuteronomy 26:4-10, Romans 10:8-13, Luke4:1-13; Monday

(Lenten Weekday), Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18, Matthew 25:3146; Tuesday (Lenten Weekday),

Isaiah 55:10-11, Matthew6:7-15; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday), Jonah 3:1-10, Luke 11:29-32;

Thursday (Lenten Weekday), Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25 or 4:17 (Esther's prayer), Matthew

7:7-12; Friday (Lenten Weekday), Ezekiel 18:21-28, Matthew 5:20-26; Saturday (Lenten

Weekday, St. Katharine Drexel), Deuteronomy 26:16-19, Matthew 5:43-48.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 4-10

Sunday (Second Sunday of Lent), Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18, Philippians 3:174:1, Luke 9:28-

36; Monday (Lenten Weekday), Daniel 9:4-10, Luke 6:36-38; Tuesday (Lenten Weekday),

Isaiah 1:10, 16-20, Matthew 23:1-12; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday, Sts. Perpetua and

Felicity), Jeremiah 18:18-20, Mattfiew 20:17-28; Thursday (St John of God), Jeremiah

17:5-10, Luke 16:19-31; Friday (Lenten Weekday, St Frances of Rome), Genesis 37:3-4,

12-13, 17-28, Matthew 21:33-43, 45-56; Saturday (Lenten Weekday), Micah 7:14-15, 18-20,

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32.

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panicl...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To

Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Moist plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting ail day for a plutnbcr to show up; Now there's a mew way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 chariottc (704) 795-9349 concord

Sending MeckientHirg and Cabamis counts

www.3wavplumbing.conn Proud member of St. James Church
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^ublicTV, Toledo women's orders

produce program on religious life

BY PAT MORRISON
CATHOUC NEWS SERVICE

TOLEDO, Ohio— Like moviegoers

verywhere, the 100-plus people who
Ued the auditorium at WGTE-TV in

oledo on a recent evening were looking

jrward to the show — complete with

opcom and beverages.

But this was no ordinary "night at

le movies." It was the result of two

ears' work and a partnership between

bledo's public television and the eight

ongregations of women religious who
are in the area.

The crowd gathered Jan. 17 for the

remiere of "Hearts Afire," a 30-minute

lade-for-PBS TV program which
lowcases the histories, contributions

ad contemporary lives of Catholic

sters who have been a part ofthe Toledo

:ene for more than 160 years.

The program was broadcast to the

ublic the following night at 8 p.m. as

art of the station's regular lineup.

Represented in the program are the

isters of the Precious Blood of Dayton,

Ursuline Sisters, Sisters ofMercy, Sisters

ofNotre Dame, Grey Nuns of Montreal,

Sisters of St. Francis of Tiffin and
Sylvania, and Franciscan Sisters of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help of St. Louis.

All of these congregations either

currently serve in and/or sponsor

institutions in the Toledo Diocese.

It is part ofWGTE's award-winning

"Toledo Stories" series, which chronicles

the history and development of the city

ofToledo and neighboring communities,

the region's early pioneers, its ethnic

richness, and the lives of individuals

who have made a unique contribution to

northwest Ohio.

As WGTE directors and producers

brainstormed about upcoming programs,

the station's president and CEO, Marlon

Kiser, pitched the idea of a program

featuring the area's Catholic sisters.

Kiser had previously served as

CEO of a Catholic health care facility

sponsored by an order of sisters in the

Toledo Diocese. That had given him
firsthand positive experience of working

with and for women religious.

"Everyone (on the WGTE team)

recognized the contributions Catholic

sisters have made to Toledo," executive

producer Darren LaShelle said.

"They started the first hospital in

Toledo, founded and ran colleges and

schools. The work of sisters was well

known, so a program on their lives

seemed a logical choice," he said.

Producer Ray Miller, whose aunt is

a religious sister in Pennsylvania, was

chosen as the point man to establish

contact with the communities.

"My aunt was just 'one of the

family,' we were very relaxed around her.

So I guess I had the best comfort level

going in to this," he said.

Miller contacted Sister Virginia

Welch, a Sister of St. Francis of Tiffin,

who then presented the idea to the

leadership ofthe women's congregations,

all of whom welcomed the project. The
congregations formed a team to work
with Miller and WGTE on the program.

"We wanted to find out what makes a

woman choose this life, how sisters serve

today and how they go about making a

positive difference in the world around

them," he said.

"Hearts Afire" features interviews

with 22 sisters.

"The sisters were open, honest.

Elizabeth, 66, Monrovia, Liberia

C F C A

Ofivring hope.

Restoring dig^nity.

Worldwide.

To learn more
or sponsor

visit our Web site at

www.cfcausa.org

call us toll-free at

(800) 875-6564

A+ rating by the

American Institute of Philanthropy

www.charitywatch.org

Highest rating of four-stars fronn

Charity Navigator

www.charitynavigator.org

1 sometimes wonder
why they do it'

Five years ago Elizabeth, 66, of Monrovia, Liberia, sold

swamp snails in order to earn money for food. "Those were

very, very difficult times," she said. But now life is better

thanks to sponsorship through Christian Foundation for

Children and Aging. Her sponsor's support provides 25

kilograms of rice each month along with cooking oil and

household items such as kitchen utensils, soap and a mat-

tress to help her sleep comfortably. Elizabeth said she is

happy because the CFCA statT in Monrovia and her sponsor

thousands of miles away show concern for her. "I sometimes

wonder why they do it. But I've come to look at them as

my own family members, like brothers and sisters. I believe

it was God who passed through those people to help me."

Elizabeth helps distribute food to others in her neighbor-

hood and helps the elderly too frail to wall< far.

CFCA has served more than 475,000 children and elderly

in developing countries over the last 25 years—empowering

them to make more choices in their lives, live with dignit}'

and reach their potential.

You can improve someone's life, too. Your sponsorship of

a month helps your sponsored friend with critical immediate

needs such as nutrition, medical care, clothing and housing.

But it goes much further. Sponsored aging friends also ben-

efit from recreation, Hvelihood and socialization programs,

and being involved in their communities. Sponsorship ben-

efits vary by location.

Grounded in Cathohc social teaching, CFCA works with

people of all faiths. Sponsor an aging friend or a child today

and help make the world a better place for all.

Sponsor older person through CFCA. it works.

enthusiastic," LaShelle said. "They were

very willing to talk about their lives,

their personal choices, what it's like to

live as a sister. ... It could have been just

a clinical history, but instead the sisters

made it very warm, very real."

After 18 months of meetings, then

interviews and film shoots on location at

various sites, the program was ready to

take shape.

Six months ago WGTE began
in earnest to bring the program into

production. The station secured funding

and invited the congregations to also

identifypossiblesponsorsand/orcontribute

directly to the production costs.

Then WGTE allocated staff and
developed a production timeline.

The eight congregationswere actively

involved with the public television station

throughout the process and weighed in

on the final pre-broadcast cut.

The goal "was not to create a history

piece," said Sister Roberta Doneth, who
is also a Sister of St. Francis of Tiffin

and chaired the sisters' committee that

worked with WGTE.
"Instead we wanted to show that

religious life is alive and well, and to

show the lives of sisters in the 21st

century," she said.

WGTE is making "Hearts Afire"

available to the seven other public

television afiiliates in Ohio and viewers

can request other public television stations

broadcast the program. While the setting

is Toledo, LaShelle said, its message

about women religious is appropriate fare

in any geographic location.

CCC reprises Lenten

radio retreats in English,

Spanish
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Based

on their popularity last year, the U.S.

bishops' Catholic Communication
Campaign is reprising a Lenten series of

radio retreats in English and Spanish.

Each program in the six-week

series — in each language— features a

different bishop each week. The series

was scheduled to begin Feb. 25, the First

Sunday of Lent.

The programs, which are being made
available to Catholic dioceses and radio

outlets throughout the United States,

were produced for theCCC by Franciscan

Radio, a ministry of the Franciscans and

St. Anthony Messenger Press.

Elia Castillo serves as program host,

and the featured bishop for each week
serves as retreat guide and homilist.

Each show begins with a greeting and a

description of the retreat, followed by a

sung version of the Our Father.

The bishop then presents his homily,

which is followed by a meditative song

and a question-and-answer segment

with the bishop. Castillo wraps up each

program and the featured bishop gives a

blessing to close the show.

People who live in areas where no

radio station is airing the retreats or who
want to listen to them online can go to the

Web at www.radioretreat.org.

Resources include a description of

each program, background information

on the bishops and links to other Lenten

spiritual resources. Programs can even

be downloaded fi-om the Web site as MP3
files for podcast or other pteonal use.
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Charlotte Catholic students earn

recognition in competition EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Room at the Inn, a maternity and after-care program in Charlotte, NC, is

seeking a passionate advocate and talented, experienced leader as its next

Executive Director. Responding to the call of Jesus Christ to respect and

affirm life from the moment of conception. Room at the Inn seeks to help

young women and children move toward a new life of hopeful, independent,

and healthy living by providing a safe haven for single, pregnant mothers

and their children, born and unborn.

Under the direction of the Board of Directors, the Executive Director will

perform a range of management activities in the oversight of a pre- and

post-natal residential facility, on-site counseling services, a college outreach

program and an extended after-care program. The Executive Director will

use considerable independent judgment in decisions that influence areas of

organizational operation and will advise the Board of Directors in planning

and policy matters. Initially, the director will be extensively involved in a

capital campaign scheduled to launch publicly in summer 2007.

The successful candidate will have proven leadership and managerial skills,

demonstrated ability to develop key external relationships, compassion,

ability to relate to people of diverse backgrounds, and financial management

skills that include the ability to clearly communicate budget, revenue and

expenditures. Outstanding communication skills and comfort level with

public interaction are essential. Bachelor's degree required and at least 5

years of progressive management experience. Background in the non-profit

sector and/or maternity home management is a plus.

Candidates may submit a letter of

interest and resume to Ellen Linares,

President, Board of Directors, Room at

the Inn, 6235 Morrison Boulevard,

Charlotte, NC 28211 or to

RATISearch@carolina.rr.com. wm / I
Applications and nominations will be llOOIflat|thelllll
accepted until March 16, 2007.

CHARLOTTE— Five photography

students at Charlotte Catholic High
School were recently recognized for their

work in the Mid-Carolina Scholastic Arts

&Writing Awards competition.

Students Jordan Koletic, Karen
Pierce and Nick Ruth received Silver

Key awards; their winning photography

is currently on display at Spirit Square

Center for Arts and Education, part ofthe

Performing Arts Center in Charlotte.

Kristen Allan and Kelly Welch
received honorable mentions.

"I am really proud of the incredible

and creative work being captured by

all the photography students," said

photography teacher Joann Keane.

In the Mid-Carolina Region's
painting category, Charlotte Catholic

student took a Silver Key award.

The Scholastic Art& WritingAwards

is a national program that identifies and

documents outstanding achievement of

young artists and writers in the visual and

literary arts. Each year, 250,000 students

in grades 7 through 12 participate

through regional programs and 50,000

students receive regional awards and

exhibition opportunities.

More than 30,000 entries qualify for

national adjudication, and 1,100 young
artists and writers across the country

receive national awards. Regional
recognition includes Gold and Silver

Key awards, and in some regions,

honorable mention awards.

The Mid-Carolina Region is

comprised of Alexander, Alleghany,

Anson, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Catawba,

Cleveland, Davie, Gaston, Iredell,

Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Rowan, Stanly,

Svirry, Union, Wilkes andYadkin counties

and is administered by the Charlotte-

Mecklenburg Schools Arts Education

Department.

Public and private schools in

these coimties are eligible to enter the

competition.

: Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

PART-TIME ARCHIVES ASSISTANT: Diocese

of Charlotte. Employee will retrieve, prepare, scan,

process, file and ready for destruction archival

documents. He/she will perform clerical tasks in the

Archives. Applicant must be proficient in Microsoft

Office, well-organized, detail-oriented and self-

motivated. Neat, legible handwriting, verbal and

interpersonal skills are required. Resumes must be

received by 5 March 2007 at Diocese of Charlotte,

Archives Department, 1123 South Church Street,

Charlotte, NC 28203.

Modeling the U.N.

Courtesy Photo

Pictured are eighth-graders from St. Pius X School in Greensboro who participated in the Model United

Nations competition held at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School in Kernersville Ian. 26. Middle school

students from Triad-area Catholic schools participated in the event, in which students were assigned to

be delegates from various U.N. countries and debated issues such as nuclear non-proliferation and the

United Nation's involvement in natural disasters. Certificates were given in four categories ranging from

the top award, Best Delegation, to honorable mention.

Pnncipal - Catholic Elementary School

Chantilly, Virginia

St. Veronica Catholic School, a K through 8th-grade school located in the

Diocese of Arlington, Virginia, is currently seeking a principal starting in

the 2007-2008 school year. St. Veronica is a medium-size parish with a

growing school population. Candidates for principal must be willing to

assume responsibility for the day-to-day administration of the school, as

well as assist in developing long range goals.

For more information about this exciting opportunity and for instructions

on how to apply, please visit the St. Veronica parish website at:

http://www2.stveronica.net/principal.

Join Other Roman Catholics July 21 or August 11, 2007

National Parks Tour

of the Golden West
2-Week Tour fro.$1048

*

Visit 6 Western National Parks + More!

Join other Catholics on this terrific 15-day motor coach tour departing (your choice) July 21 or

August 11, 2007. Fly round-trip to Salt Lake City and visit six national parks; Yosemite,

Sequoia, Zion, Bryce Canyon, Arches, and Canyonlands National Parks. You'll also visit

Fresno, CA; Reno, Carson City, Pyramid Lake, Virginia City, Lake Tahoe, and Las Vegas,

Nevada; Liberace Museum; Ethel M Chocolate Factory; a city tour of Salt Lake City including

Mormon Square, The Beehive House, Great Salt Lake; Kennecott Copper Mine; and more!

Prices, including taxes, baggage handling, and daily escorted sightseeing, start at only $1048*

(per person, double occupancy). For optional airfare from Charlotte add $600.

For information, reservations and brochure call 7 days a week:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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Swearing in

CouRTCsv Photo

Joseph Thierfelder andAlly Carson, eighth-graders at St. Michael School in Gastonia,

are inducted into the Beta Club at an awards ceremony at the school Jan. 29.

The National Beta Club promotes character, develops leadership skills, encourages

service involvement, recognizes achievement and provides technological advantages

to students in grades 5-12.

St. Michael School 's Junior National Beta Club currently has 1 7 members from the

middle-school grades. Students are selectedfor the club if they are on the honor roll

and are good citizens at the school and in the community. They must^omplete 10 hours

ofservice projects annually.

The club participated in the state convention in Greensboro Feb. 5-6.

Beta Club delegates

Courtesy Photo

The Beta Club at Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School in Charlotte is pictured at the

Junior National Beta Club 's state convention in Greensboro Feb. 5-6. The 104 students

participated in workshops, general sessions, and scholastic and artistic competitions,

with several students taking home blue ribbons. The National Beta Club promotes

character, develops leadership skills, encourages service involvement, recognizes

achievement andprovides technological advantages to students in grades 5-12.

135,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOVR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rates - ea^'for small businesses and
individuals, too! /^xbc « 1 1 •

featholic
Can (704) 370-3332 now!

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

Ho ujonder uie end up at the same place:

Belmont Abbey College, the 130-year-old

'Catholic College of the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeWmgl

Belmont Abbey
College

JGS GOD MAY BE GlOklFlED

Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid, sciiolarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

ontoBelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 "All-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Old-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

Why? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our website at

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors Institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeWmgl
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

What are people in

heaven like?
Q. Recently a co-worker asked about

our belief in the Communion of Saints,

specifically Scripture references about

our having a relationship with the ones

who have died and are in heaven.

Do those in heaven retain their ovra

identities? Are they aware of others in

eternity? Or ofpeople on earth? Or do they

exist as part of the entire consciousness

that is the Creator? (Virginia)

A. First, we must admit that there

is much we do not know, and could not

possibly know, about the nature ofeternal

life with God. Even in heaven, while

we somehow will be absorbed into the

divine life of love, we will not be God.

The divine nature will forever be beyond

our ability to comprehend totally.

On the other hand, there is much
we do know from God's revelation.

Christian belief on the subject comes

directly or indirectly from the Scriptures,

especially fi-om the New Testament, and

most particularly fi-om the actions of

Jesus after the resurrection.

For St. Paul, the risen Christ is the

model of what our own resurrection will

be like. The Father who raised Jesus will

also raise us to be with him (2 Cor 4: 14).

Paul's most elaborate discussion of

this theme is in 1 Corinthians 15. The

resurrection ofthe Christian is proofof our

liberation fi-om sin. Christ is the first to rise;

we rise in him. Our resurrection fulfills our

Lord's victory over sin and death.

So, what was Jesus like afl;er the

resurrection? First, he kept his identity.

He was still their fiiend Jesus who lived

among them and died.

Yet he was different. He moved and

acted in ways he could not — or did

not — before then. He appeared fi-om

nowhere and disappeared the same. His

closest fi-iends did not know him, and

then did recognize him.

Without going fiirther, this tells us

much about our own resurrected future.

We keep our identity. We can know and

relate to each other, though on some
different level than here. We are aware of

ourselves and each other.

These conclusions fi"om the words

and actions of Jesus we find in the Bible

underlie Christian tradition about what

our risen life with each other will be

Question

Corner

FATHERJAMES
DIETZEN

CNS COLUMNIST

like. They are not novelties dreamed up
centuries later. They are part of Christian

literature and belief fi-om the beginning

of the Christian story.

To offer just one example, one of

the most beautiful descriptions of the

heavenly kingdom we receive fi-om the

early fathers of the church is in a homily

by a giant of early Christianity, Bishop

Cyprian of Carthage, North Afiica.

Before his martyrdom under the

Roman emperor in the year 258, he

encouraged his people to be strong and

not afi-aid to die for the faith they had

received fi-om the Christian past.

Here on earth we are exiles, he

reminded them; death is a homecoming
we should welcome.

"We look on paradise as our country,"

he said, "and a great crowd of our loved

ones awaits us there, a countless throng of

parents, brothers and children long for us

to join them. Assured though they are of

their own salvation, they are still concerned

about ows. Whatjoy both for them and for

us to see one another and embrace!

"There the merciful are rewarded,

those who fulfilled the demands of

justice by providing for the poor. In

obedience to the Lord's command, they

turned their earthly possessions into

heavenly treasures.

"Let all our longing be to join them

as soon as we may."

Some Christians may disagree with

Cyprian and with us. But at least we can

speak confidently that our belief in this

aspect ofthe Commimion of Saints is one

that derives fi'om Jesus himself, and fi-om

the first great leaders of our faith who
walked in his steps.

Questions may be sent to Father

John Dietzen, Box 5515, Peoria, IL

61612, or e-mailjjdietzen@aol.com.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250 words or

less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone number

of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for

clarity, style and factual accuracy

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted to The Catholic

News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole or in part in print,

electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, oreHTial

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

The virtuous life and the call

to stewardship of creation

Catholic teaching

dictates action on

global warming
Catholic Church teaching calls us

to be stewards of the created world,

so that we might obtain our daily

sustenance fi-om the earth and leave

future generations a world that can
sustain them.

In his 1990 World Day of Peace

message, "Peace with God the Creator,

Peace with All of Creation," Pope John

Paul n linked our desire to achieve world

peace with a due respect for nature and

with raising our ecological awareness.

Today, the church is callinghumanity

to greater ecological awareness on global

climate change, and torespond virtuously

to this challenge. We are reminded ofour

proper place in the created order and our

special responsibility of stewardship.

One's faith response to global

climate change (or any issue of concern)

is to be a virtuous person "who tends

toward the good with all his sensory

and spiritual powers," who "pursues

the good and ch'ooses it in concrete

actions" (Section 1803, Catechism ofthe

Catholic Church).

Can the teachings of our Catholic

faith, especially the call to virtuous

living, inform and strengthen us as

we join the public debate on what
actions to take in response to global

climate change?

The Catholic Church says that the

virtue ofprudence calls us to act now in

response to global climate change. This

is the main message ofthe 2001 pastoral

statement of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops' "Global Climate

Change: a Plea for Dialogue, Prudence

and the Common Good."

Recent statements fi-om the Vatican

have also stated the need to address

global climate change (e.g. the May
11 and October 25, 2006 statements

of Archbishop Celestino Migliore, the

papal nuncio to the United Nations).

Such statements build on the already rich

tradition of Catholic Church teaching on

environmental justice.

(Visit wvvniv.cssnc.org/justicepeace

to find links to the statements of the

Catholic Church referred to above, as

well as a link to the Vatican publication

"TheCompendiimi ofthe Social Doctrine

of the Church." Chapter 10 of this

compendium, titled "Safeguarding the

Environment," offers a comprehensive

review ofthe Catholic Church's teaching

on environment justice.)

Far too often the message fi-om the

mainstream media on environmental

issues and global climate change is

one of doom and gloom, one that

places a dark cloud over humanity's

success in populating the earth and our

technological and economic progress.

This message challenges our

Catholic faith's belief that all human life

is a wondrous gift, entitled to a respect

and protection that exceeds the respect

and protection to which other created

Guest

Column

JOSEPH
PURELLO

GUEST COLUMNIST

beings are entitled. f
Our place in the created order,

however, must not lead to arrogance and

an unlimited exploitation of the created

world. Our faith teaches that our unique

place in creation obligates us to take

proper care of all of creation.

The Catholic Church's response

to environmental issues also rests on a

confidence in humanity's ability to be

virtuous. We are to act with prudence,

and at the same time, draw strength firom

the companion human virtues ofjustice,

temperance and courage.

In addition, we draw strength and'

guidance fi-om the theological virtues

of faith, hope and charity. The virtue of

charity is essential if we are to help the

millions ofpeople who will likely need to

adapt to global climate change's effects

(e.g. rising sea levels).

Our charitable response will also'

help make sure higher priced sources of

energy and energy-reducing technologies

are available for all. Without charity

guiding us, we will witness an "every

man for himself response to global

climate change; and without justice, only

those with the resources to act will be

able to do so.

Hence, prudence alone will

not suffice.

We know that tomorrow will have

its challenges, but we place our hope in

God's promises. We must never lose faith

that God loves us and is with us "until the

end of time."

The virtue of prudence offers a

first way of proceeding on the issue

of global warming. We must seek

ways to achieve balance among our

energy needs, our economic needs, our

duty of environmental stewardship and

our concern for those who need oui

assistance.

It will not be an easy path — there

are no definitive answers. Sacrifices need

to be made for which we will pray foi

the strength to respond in charity and

justice.

We know fi-om other public policy

decisions that sacrifices for the common
good and for future generations are

necessary and well worth the effort

Some actions (e.g., making our homes

more energy efficient) might even save

us some money.

If we can take some steps now tc

address global climate change, isn't ii

prudent to start doing so? Is it prudent tc

take the risk of doing nothing?

Joseph Purello is director ofCatholic

Social Service's Office of Justice am
Peace in the Diocese ofCharlotte.
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Sticks and stones
Observer editorial reminds Catholics they are called

to defend faith

Last week. Catholic readers of The

Charlotte Observer's editorial page got

the word: standing up for your faith

nakes you a bigot.

Observer associate editor Mary
Schulken penned a provocative column

ibout the John Edwards presidential

sampaign and Bill Donohue, president

3f the Catholic League for Religious and

Civil Rights.

Donohue was doing what he always

does — standing up for the Catholic

Church. Schulken has confused the

messenger with the message. Here is

a brief recap of the controversy that

Schulken was writing about:

The Edwards campaign hired two

bloggers, Amanda Marcotte and Melissa

Mcewan, to promote Edwards' message

to the online world. Before joining the

campaign, both bloggers had written

virulent, sophomoric and hateful things

about Catholics and the church— all of

them simply too nasty to repeat here.

Enter Donohue, a cyberspace
communicator himself. He reported the

offensive quotes and immediately called

for the firings of both women.
Donohue was applying a journalistic

standard: you are what you write. In

a society that covets both a fi-ee press

and fi-ee speech, vvriters of untrue and

inflammatory statements can and should

be held accountable.

Interestingly enough, Schulken
and the Observer weren't on the side

of Donohue and journalistic integrity.

Instead Donohue was described as "a

bigot with warped views" and a "Big,

Bad (Catholic) Wolf whose harassment

"forced NBC not to televise a concert

where singer Madonna crucified herself

on a mirrored cross."

Schulken may not draw a line

between blasphemy and art, but many of

her readers most likely do.

I don't know what faith Schulken

professes, but I know that Christians

don't find any entertainment value in the

crucifixion of the Savior of the world.

Ditto for the bloggers' blasphemy of the

Virgin Mary and the Holy Spirit.

Under a torrent ofe-mails, faxes and

interviews, Donohue's cause prevailed

and both women resigned from the

Edwards' campaign. This, by the way,

says something about Edwards, who
initially backed his foul-mouthed
bloggers and declined to sack them.

Bigot is a flamethrower expression

that bums everyone close to it — in

this case. Catholics, who are justifiably

insulted to see them described in

such terms on the pages of the largest

newspaper in the Carolinas.

If the Edwards bloggers had written

derogatory statements about African

Americans and the Rev. Jesse Jackson

expressed offense, would Schulken have

called him a bully?

What ifmembers of the Jewish faith

were treated with contempt? Would a

B'nai B'rith spokesperson be cast as a

bigot for defending the ancient faith?

In either of these cases, it's more
likely that the Observer would be leading

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID HAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

the charge for the bloggers' removal. Yet

for some reason, Schulken pairs Donohue
with the "potty mouth" bloggers.

She caps it off with a bizarre

statement that would be a stretch for

a high school essayist when she wrote

Donohue is somehow short circuiting the

"fiindamental right of free speech." Huh?
I don't agree with a lot of things

Donohue says. But I am glad hejumps on

a soap box and gets attention when our

faith and our church are attacked, as they

were by the Edwards bloggers.

Donohue uses plain language to

make the John Edwardses and Mary
Schulkens of the world understand that

Catholics have rights, too.

We consider our faith to be precious.

We don't appreciate gratuitous insults.

We understand that freedom of

religion and free speech are not mutually

exclusive. And ifa presidential campaign

or a major newspaper unfairly paints a

bull's-eye ofbigotry on our backs, we are

going to stand tall and say what we must

while we worship as we choose.

David Mains is communications

director for the Diocese of
Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains@
charlottediocese. org.

A podcast of this column can be

found at www.charlottediocese.org.

Lent: A general introduction to the season
Lent is the season the Catholic

Church gives us to take stock and review

our lives, to root out all that is not good
and true and replace it with the faithfiil

and the holy.

In these 40 days, the church turns to

the ancient penitential practices of fasting,

almsgiving and prayer. These practices

remain as rich and life-giving in 2007 as

they were when practiced by the early

Christians and by our Jewish forbearers.

Fasting reminds us of our hunger

for God, which no worldly thing can

satisfy. Almsgiving reminds us that

love of God and love of neighbor are

inextricably intertwined, and that we
bear responsibility for each other. Prayer

reminds us to center our lives on God
who alone gives meaning to all we do.

Lent is a most special time. The
liturgies and devotions of Lent call us

to a kind of spiritual "spring cleaning,"

identifying relationships that are

disordered and sins that imprison and
then seeking forgiveness and healing.

We root out the darkness of sin so as

to enter the Easter mysteries with a clean

heart bathed in the healing, life-giving

light of Christ.

Guidelinesfor Lent

1 ) The time of Lent is to be observed

by Catholics as a special season ofprayer,

penance and works of charity.

2) Ash Wednesday, Feb. 21, and

Good Friday, April 6, in particular, are

the most important penitential days of

the liturgical year. They are days of both

fast and abstinence. All Fridays in Lent

are days of abstinence.

3) The rule of fasting states that

only one fiill meal a day can be taken.

Two small meals, "sufficient to maintain

sfrength," are allowed, but together

they should not equal another full meal.

Eating between meals breaks the fast,

but drinking liquids does not. The rule

of fasting binds all Catholics from age

18 to 59.

4) Abstinence refers to the eating of

meat. Under the present law, it does not

include egg or milk products, meat stock

soups or gravies. The rule of abstinence

binds all CathoUcs 14 years old and older.

5) The substantial observance of the

laws of fast and abstinence is a serious

obligation. Those whose work or health

would be impaired are excused from

fasting and abstaining. The individual

conscience can decide ifthere is a proper

cause to excuse. A more serious reason

should be present to excuse from Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday penance.

6) Self-imposed fasting on the other

weekdays of Lent is recommended.
Abstinence on all Fridays of the year is

also highly recommended. The Peace

Pastoral of the American Bishops,

stating that prayer is incomplete without

penance, urges Friday abstinences as

something all American Catholics should

offer up for the sake of world peace.

7) Parents and teachers should see

to it that even those who are not bound

by the laws of fasting and abstinence

because of age are brought up in an

atmosphere that is conducive to a sense

of penance.

8) The faithful should be clearly

and positively encouraged to receive

the sacrament of reconciliation during

Lent. There should be adequate time

scheduled for confessions before Easter.

Group reconciliation services should

not be scheduled for the last days of the

Holy Week. At no time is it permitted to

schedule agroupreconciliation service for

the purpose of giving general absolution

without individual confessions.

9) The liturgical directions of the

Sacramentary and the Lectionary must

be faithfully observed regarding all the

special Holy Week rites.

10) Funeral Masses are not allowed

on Holy Thursday, Good Friday or Holy

Saturday. The flineral rite outside of

Mass can be held either in church or at

the chapel on those days, with a funeral

Mass later.

11) The RCIA is incorporated into

the liturgy during Lent. The rite of

election is celebrated on the first Sunday

of Lent. On the third, fourth and fifth

Simdays of Lent, the Scrutinies take

place during Mass.

Lent is time for

the baptized to

'become Christian

again/ pope says

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Lent is

a time when some people complete their

preparation to be baptized at Easter and a

time when the baptized "learn to become

Christian again," Pope Benedict XVI said.

Although following Christ requires

daily prayer and effort. Lent is a time for

intensive training for living the Chrisfian

life, the pope said during his weekly

general audience Feb. 21, Ash Wednesday.

Jesus called people to "convert and

believe in the Gospel," he said. "To

convert means to seek God, to go to him,

to follow docilely the teaching ofhis Son,

Jesus Christ."

"Conversion is not an effort for self-

realization because the human being is not

the architect of his own eternal destiny,"

he said. "We are not our own makers, and

so self-realization is a contradiction."

Conversion means recognizing

that God is the origin and destination

of all human life and, therefore, one's

efforts and actions must be dedicated to

discovering God's will and obeying it,

the pope said.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience Feb. 21.

Dear brothers and sisters.

Today — Ash Wednesday — we
begin our Lenten journey in a spirit of

prayer and penance.

From the earliest days of the church.

Lent has been a special time ofpreparation

for baptism. For those already baptized.

Lent is a time of conversion and renewed

faith. It is a time to "exercise" our desire

for God by opening our hearts to the new
life offered to us in Christ.

Jesus exhorts us to "repent and believe

in the Gospel." Only conversion can lead

to true happiness, and God's grace is

needed to inspire and sustain our efforts to

direct our hearts completely to him.

Conversion consists in recognizing

that we depend entirely on God, who
created us and redeejned us in Christ.

In my Lenten message this year, I

wanted to emphasize God's immense
love for us, and to invite all Christians,

f together with Mary and the beloved

disciple, to draw near to the Lord, who
gave his life for us on the cross.

The cross— the definitive revelation

of God's love and mercy — is the only

way to enter this mystery of saving love.

This Lent, by a more fervent participation

in the Eucharist, may we learn to enter

more deeply into the paschal mystery

and to "re-give" Christ's love to others,

especially the suffering and those in n@ed.
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Immaculate Heart of Mary a Catholic presence for half century
Ion

HAYESVILLE — Even in the

farthest western reaches of what is now
the Diocese ofCharlotte, CathoHc history

dates back more than half a century.

Catholic priests sporadically

celebrated Mass in the remote mountain

areas as early as the 1930s. However,

Bishop Vincent S. Waters of Raleigh

suspended their visits in 1953 because

of the considerable distance the priests

had to travel from Waynesville, at that

time the seat of the westernmost parish

in North Carolina.

The Glenmary Home Missioners

arrived in the mountains in 1954, and

in December 1954 Bishop Waters
established a parish encompassing of

three counties: Cherokee, Clay and
Graham. Glenmary Father Joseph Dean
became the first resident pastor of the

area, and celebrated his first Mass in

Hayesville in early 1955.

In nearby Murphy, a church dedicated

to St. William had been constructed in

1952. Established as a mission of St. John

the Evangelist Church in Waynesville,

the Murphy church would go on to

attain parish status itself With Father

Dean as its pastor, St. William Church

assumed pastoral care of several missions,

including the one in Hayesville.

As the Catholic presence grew
in Hayesville, so did the number of

Glenmary Missioners. Bishop Waters

brought Glenmary Home Mission Sisters

to the area in the mid-1950s to assist in

social work, religious instruction and

home nursing.

The sisters established what would
later be called Good Shepherd Home
Health Service (later still, the Good
Shepherd Home Health and Hospice

Agency). In 1959, the sisters moved into

a former motel-restaurant to set up their

home, chapel, office and clinic there.

Their chapel became the site for regularly

celebrated Masses in Hayesville.

In October 1966, the Glenmary
Sisters were certified by Medicare to

carry on the work of their nursing service.

They continued to staff the agency until

the mid-1970s, when the diocese assumed

responsibility for its operation.

In 1969, construction of an addition to

the chapel began. Bishop Michael J. Begley

of the newly created Diocese of Charlotte

blessed the addition in May 1972.

During the years following, more
and more Catholics — mostly from
Florida— moved to Cherokee and Clay

counties, especially from the mid-1970s

on. Bishop Begley recognized the need

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY
MISSION

Amission of St. William Church, Murphy

Highway 64 West

Hayesville, N.C. 28904

(828) 837-2000 or (828) 389-3758

Vicariate: Smoky Mountain

Pastor: Father George Kloster,

vicar forane

Permanent Deacons: Deacon

Carl Hubbell, Deacon Peter Curcio

Number of Families: 181 year-round;

47 additional seasonally

Photo by George Cobb

Immaculate Heart of Mary Mission was dedicated by then-Bishop lohn F. Donoghue in luly 1 985.

for an increase in worship space for

them and the growing local Catholic

population, and in 1983 he approved

plans to build new churches in both

Hayesville and Murphy.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Berguin,

members of the Hayesville mission,

donated more than five acres of

land on which to build a church,

and groundbreaking took place in

February 1984. By year's end, the new
Immaculate Heart of Mary Mission had

been completed.

Then-Bishop John F. Donoghue was
the principal celebrant at the dedication

Mass in July 1985, with Father Robert

Healey, former pastor; Father T.J.

Meehan, then-pastor; and Father Frank

Ruff, president of the Glenmary Home
Missioners, concelebrating.

In June 1988, diocesan priests began

their pastorate of St. William Church

and Immaculate Heart of Mary Mission.

Church life in both tovms has continued

to thrive.

On July 28, 2006, Father George

Kloster, pastor of Immaculate Heart of

Mary Mission and of St. William Church,

celebrated a Mass commemorating the

mission's 50th armiversary, with Father

Dean and retired Glenmary Father

Robert Bond concelebrating.

Father Bond was pastor of Holy
Redeemer Church in Andrews and Prince

of Peace Church in Robbinsville until

he retired several years ago. The last

Glenmary priest to actively serve in the

Smoky Mountain Vicariate, he now lives

in Bumsville.

The Glenmary tradition of
community involvement continues at

Immaculate Heart of Mary. As part

of the 50th-anniversary celebration in

October 2006, the mission recognized

1 6 local agencies with whom the mission

collaborates in local service ministries.

At the anniversary celebration,

Father Kloster spoke of "how deeply

grateful (Immaculate Heart of Mary) is

.J

oei

c

,aor

to the Glenmarys. From Waynesville on,^ ; 1

these parishes were served by Glerrniarys.'if tli

We owe them a huge, huge debt." wi

Although perhaps considered remote jfai

because of it geographical location, ianel

Immaculate Heart ofMary Mission— with pit

its active, faithful community of believers tein

— is an energetic presence on the western

border ofthe Diocese of Charlotte.

jecon

Contributing to this stofy was Staff

Writer Karen A. Evans. Nnv

Father George Kloster

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES

NEWSFLASH!
IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES

IS MOVING AND UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT.

Allen Bond has taken over the operations of Immaculata Catholic

Companies. Allen is a tj^sinessman with a wide spectrum of

knowledge and experience in the business world. More important to

him and those around him is his Catholic faith and his desire to live

and share that faith. Allen is married to Virginia and counts his wife,

their three children, two sons-in-law and their 1 5 grandchildren as

precious gifts from God.

Allen welcomes everyone to visit our store in Cornelius and our soon-to-be-announced

NEW location in Charlotte. Thank you for your continued support.

Please visit and/or call us for all your Catholic religious gifts and books.

704^655-9090 iggoSWestCatawba Ave., suite 106, Cornelius

maryimmaculata.com west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST ©F IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside traditions of our Catholic faith - legends of her people

May 8-18, 2007
Join us as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass
celebrated daUy by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fulltime tour escort to handle all of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Highlights include:

spectacular CUffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow hand weavers

Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

Beautiful Glendalough - 6"^ century monastic site of St. Kevin

Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'Connell Street, shopping — PLUS much more!

$2,899 from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals, first class .otels, all tours

and admission fees to sites. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

This is a diocesan-sponsored pilgrimage. For a brochure with complete details, call

Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost Toiu-s at (800) 713-9800.
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broken' system

Zatholic wrongly

onvicted devotes life

0 ending death penalty

BY

^EORGE E MATYSEK JR.

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

CAMBRIDGE, Md. — If

nyone has experienced sheer

rror, it's Kirk Bloodsworth.

Tried and found guilty

f the brutal 1984 rape and

lurder of 9-year-old Dawn
lamilton near Baltimore, the

arrel-chested crabber from the

astern Shore was sentenced to

ie in the gas chamber.

Bloodsworth, a former
^arine with no criminal

cord, had nothing to do with

(|ie crimes. He was wrongly

onvicted and later would

Iecome
the first American on

eath row to be exonerated by

)NA testing.

But as he was led into the

See PENALTY, page 7

The big

squeeze
if

^vidget leaves poor,

' ininsured on the

nitside again

BY NANCY FRAZIER
O'BRIEN

CATHOLIC NEWS. SERVICE

WASHINGTON
- As Congress begins its

eliberations over President

leorge W. Bush's fiscal year

008 budget, you might think

hat decision-making power
ssts solely with the president

See BUDGET, page 8
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Shared similarities with

Islam; discipleship and the

Stations of the Cross
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Welcoming the elect to the church

• Photo by Karen A. Evans

Catechumens and their sponsors gather on the altar during the Rrte of Election at St. Matthew Church in Charlotte Feb. 25.

Bishop Jugis celebrates

Rite of Election

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Over
the past nine years, only

seven people have converted

to Catholicism at St. Joseph

Church in Bryson City and

its mission, Our Lady of

Guadalupe.

When the parish and
mission come together at St.

Joseph Church at the Easter

Vigil April 7, they will

welcome three new Catholics

into the church, all members of

the Eastern Band of Cherokee

Indians.

"Growing up, I always

felt I was being drawn to the

Catholic faith," said Paxton

Myers, one of St. Joseph

Church's candidates.

When Myers told his

brother, Barak Myers, that he

planned to join the Catholic

Church, Barak said he had also

See RITE, page 5

Debunking the discovery

Biblical scholars reject filmmakers

claim about tomb ofJesus

BY JUDITH SUDILOVSKY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

JERUSALEM— Catholic

biblical scholars and an

Israeli archaeologist rejected

filmmakers' claim that a tomb
uncovered nearly 30 years ago

in Jerusalem is the burial site of

Jesus and his family.

Dominican Father Jerome

Murphy-O'Connor, a biblical

archaeologist and expert in the

New Testament at the Ftench

Biblical and Archaeological

School of Jerusalem who was
interviewed for the film two
years ago, said he did not

believe there was any truth to

the claim.

"It is a commercial ploy

that all the media "is playing

into," he told Catholic News
Service Feb. 27.

See TOIVIB, page 9

CNS PHOTO BY Mariana Salzberger, Israel Antiquities AimORiTY via Reuters

A file photo shows a burial box found during excavations in Jerusalem. A Discovery

Channel documentary, suggests that several ancient burial boxes excavated 27

years ago in Jerusalem contained the remains of Jesus and his family
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Eggs and ethics

#* I S.C. abbey defends treatment

of laying hens

I
PAGE 6

Culture Watch

Book on mission challenges;

film on monks and silence

I
PAGES 10-11

In Our Schools

Students sweep spelling,

geography bees

I PAGES 12-13
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

FAST BALLS AND FAITH

CNblH T. son. Reuters

Milwaukee Brewers starting pitcher Chris Capuano releases a pitch to a Cleveland Indians batter in the

fifth inning during a game in Milwaukee in June 2006. Capuano, who graduated from St. Thomas School

in West Springfield, Mass., before attending Cathedral High School in Springfield, said he values his

Catholic education.

Education still a priority for

standout baseball player
gets to play Major League Baseball.

"Chris always had a great smile

and a great attitude and a tremendous

work ethic in the classroom," said Anne
Kellner, who taught him in honors

pre-calculus and advanced placement

calculus classes at Cathedral High.

"He would always be willing to help

other students and he would always make
sure that he understood everything that

was going on. I think the work ethic he

had in academics also carried over to his

athletic abilities," she said.

Capuano, who graduated from St.

Thomas School in West Springfield

before attending Cathedral High, said he

values his Catholic education.

"Cjrowing up in Catholic schools, you

had the faith aspect. It was nice to have that

in the curriculum and it's nice to balance

out your life with that," he said. "I just

think, overall, the discipline aspect of it and

the uniforms were good. I like the way both

of those schools were structured and the

way that they educated kids."

Capuano, who was an altar server at

St. Thomas Church through high school,

said he missed some Masses while in

college but now has a deeper appreciation

of his faith.

"The more you grow up and the

more things happen, then the more you

fall back on your faith," he said.

Does he pray while pitching?

Capuano said he tries not to ask

much of God.

"I try to say 'thank you' a lot. If I'm

in a stadium and I'm looking around and

there's a ton ofpeople or I'm real excited,

I'll just take a second and say, 'If I die

right now — thank you for everything

because this is awesome,'" he said.

WESTSPRINGFIELD,Mass. (CNS)
— Long before Milwaukee Brewers

pitcher Chris Capuano reported to spring

training this year he was doing his

homework, working out and preparing

for what he hopes will be another All-

Star season.

Capuano has always done his

homework. The words "hard worker" and

"intelligent" are often used to describe

the 1996 valedictorian of Cathedral High

School in Springfield.

"My goal is to stay ahead ofthe pack

and I always wanted to be one ofthe elite

pitchers in the game. That's what I shoot

for and that's what I think about in the

off-season," he said.

This January, Capuano reached a

new one-year contract with the Brewers

for $3.25 million. However, money has

not ruled his decisions when it comes

to baseball.

When the Arizona Diamondbacks

drafted him in 1999, he agreed to sign if

they would let him finish his senior year

at Duke University in North Carolina. The
Diamondback organization agreed arid

Capuano became a professional ballplayer

with a major in economics and a minor in

biological anthropology and anatomy.

Capuano said he took science

courses to have some "fiin classes" in his

schedule. He said education remains a

priority for him.

"If I had to stop playing ball today, I

would certainly go back to school. I never

minded being in school. IfI had to do it right

now, I'd go to an MBA (master of business

administration) program," he said.

For now, Capuano is a student of

baseball. He appreciates the fact that he

is just one of750 people in the world who

Pax Christi official:

who know religion,

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Diplomats who understand the religious

sensibilities of Iran are needed to act

as translators between Iranian and
American officials to resolve peacefully

the dispute over Iran's nuclear weapons
program, said the executive director of

Pax Christi USA.
"We have seen no evidence in this

(U.S.) administration to practice any

skilled" diplomacy, Dave Robinson said

at a Feb. 26 press conference by U.S.

Christian leaders who had returned from

a weeklong frip to Iran.

Pax Christi USA is affiliated with

Pax Christi International, a Vatican-

recognized Catholic peace movement.

Iranian society is "a deeply devoted

society and culture" of Muslims, and

the administration of Iranian President

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is "particularly

pious," Robinson said.

U.S. President George W. Bush
"doesn't understand this language" of a

country where religion and society are

U,S. needs diplomats

Iran

"iROI

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — Speak the Truth in Love, a

free series of classes addressing the Catholic

Church's teachings on life, love and marriage,

meets at Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97 Haywood
St. Classes will meet the third Saturday of

each month, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. The topic for

March 1 7 will be "A Lesson in Demography."

For more information, call Nina at

(828) 299-7618 or Helen at (828) 683-9001 or

e-mail geodrc@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Peter Church, 507

S. Tryon St. will have eucharistic adoration

Fridays during Lent following the 7:30

a.m. Mass until 12 p.m. Benediction will

follow with Mass at 12:10 p.m. and Stations

of the Cross at 12:45 p.m. A sign-up book

will be available in the church narthex. Call

(803) 517-2600 with questions.

CHARLOTTE — Father Ed Sheridan will

be the celebrant at a Mass celebrating the

gifts of those with mental retardation March
11 at 5 p.m. at St. Gabriel Church, 3016

Providence Rd. Parishioners and visitors

with varying degrees of mental retardation

will serve as musicians, lectors, greeters and

ushers. For more information, contact Mary
Kennedy, St. Gabriel disABILITY Ministry, at

(704) 364-6964.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Blood Give-In

Sunday will be March 11, 8 a.m.-l: 30 p.m.

in the family room of the parish center, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. Donors will be

required to provide identification, such as a

one, and diplomatic solutions can be los
||'|

in translation, Robinson said. The Iraniai

president "was much more comfortabli
j

talking with us as religious leaders."

Ahmadinejad said he wants t^

discuss Iran's nuclear program, Ira<

and resolving the Israeli-Palestiniai

conflict, but only ifthe dialogue is "unde

fair conditions" and Iran and the U
"engage as partners," said Robinson.

Robinson was the only Catholi(J

member of the Christian delegation, thi

first American group that has met witl

an Iranian president in Iran since itj

1979 revolution. The delegation includec

representatives of the Mennonite, Quake!

Episcopal and United Methodist churches

The delegation's goal was
discuss important issues with Iraniai

officials while showing them that ai|

American delegation can listen to thei

responses respectftilly, Robinson said

The delegation met with Alimadineja<|

for more than two hours on the final day

of the trip.
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driver license or Red Cross blood donor card,

sign-up table will be in the church narthex Marcl

3-4. Appointments are encouraged and will b

honored. Walk-ins are welcome, but will be takei

as time permits. For more information, call th'

church office at (704) 543-7677.

CHARLOTTE — Recharge with St. Pete

Church's weekday lunchtime spiritualii;

program, 12-12:45 p.m. in the St. Peter's AnneJi,

507 S. Tryon St. The program for March 1 5 wil

be ^^With Jesus in the Desert: Praying throug.

Darkness into Light. " Bring your lunch, hear

short talk on spirituality and participate in a shoi

prayer session— a great way to recharge durin]

the workweek. Sessions are free and everyon

is invited. For more information, call the churc

office at (704) 332-290L

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 801 'itM

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host ?ori

Christian Coffeehouse March 17, 7:30-9:3' uiv

p.m. in the Banquet Room of the New Lif

Center. Msgr. John McSweeney will spea 55^

on the Trinity. Single and married adult'

are invited for an evening of contemporar

Christian music, food and fellowship. Fc

more information, call Kathy Bartlett a

(704)400-2213.-

CPL^RLOTTE — The South Charlotte Cursill

movement welcomes all to join us for faitt

fellowship, and food at our Weekend Ultreya i

the family room of St. Matthew Church, 801

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., March 18, 12-

p.m. Lisa Wilson will give an inspirational taikuj

on "Practicing Holiness in Everyday Life.

There will be a potluck lunch. Babysittin

will be available with early reservation;

For more information, call Paul Mitchell

(704)841-9441.

CHARLOTTE— The St. Matthew Columbiettefrl!

will be awarding a 5/, 000 scholarship in memor! kin

ofGene Marie Alfaro to a graduating high schot!

I hot
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=ROM THE VATICAN

Geographers use GPS to mark Italy's

^prime meridian in Vatican Gardens

Everyone needs point of reference, says archbishop

1

VATICAN CITY(CNS)—Although

he Global Positioning System has made
neridians obsolete in mapmaking, a

;roup of geographers used the GPS
0 mark the exact spot where the old

)rime meridian of Italy passed through

he Vatican.

Standing at the end of a techno-

ogically guaranteed straight line of

lower pots, the geographers and Vatican

)flficials dedicated a plaque marking the

pot in the Vatican Gardens Feb. 23.

A prime meridian is an arbitrarily

letermined line running around the

lobe from north to south; it is used to

letermine longitude as well as time zones.

Although an international agreement

vas reached in 1880 recognizing the

neridian in Greenwich, England, as the

)rime meridian, Italian government maps

enior who will pursue a career in the nursing

)r health care field. The application deadline is

Vpril 10 and the scholarship will be awarded in

4ay. For more information, call Diana Congdon
It (704) 814-0624.

iASTONIA VICARIATE

iELMONT — Faithful Stewards of God's

reation will take place in the McCarthy
pirituality Ceiiter 101 Mercy Dr., March 3, 9

m.-4:30 p.m. The fi-ee conference will present

:hurch teaching on environmental justice, recent

cientific findings, energy-saving ideas, air quality

oncems in the Charlotte metro region and how
o become more effective advocates. Call (704)

70-3228 by Feb. 26 to register and reserve a

unch Sponsored by Catholic Social Service's

Dffice of Justice and Peace in partnership with

he Sisters of Mercy NC Peace and Justice Team,

-'or more information on this event, please visit

vww.cssnc.org/justicepeace.

r4tREENSB0R0 VICARIATE

jREENSBORO — The Reemployment Support

iroup of St. Paul the Apostle Church will meet
.larch 8, 7:30-9 p.m., in Rot)m 8 of the Parish

.ife Center, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. Ifyou are

urrently out of work or looking to make a career

hange, join us for encouragement, support and

nformative topics to help you in your job search,

or more information, call Colleen Assal at

336) 294-4696, ext. 226.

iALiSBURY VICARIATE

ALISBURY — Our Lady Rosary Makers of

;acred Heart Church, 128 N. Fulton St., are

naking cord rosaries for the missions and the

nilitary. The group meets the first Tuesday of
ach month in the church office conference room,
0-11 a.m. For more information, call Cathy
.'ochim at (704) 636-6857 or Joan Kaczmarezyk

, It (704) 797-8405.

;moky mountain vicariate

HANKLIN— The Respectfor Life group meets

continued to use the Italian prime until

the 1940s.

In 2004, a group of Italian

geographers and historians began a

project to commemorate the Italian

meridian by .marking it in the

Vatican Gardens and iii several parks

around Rome.
At the brief Vatican ceremony,

Archbishop Giovanni Lajolo, head of

the office governing Vatican City State,

told the scholars, "Forgive me if I end by

preaching, but I am just a priest and not

a scientist."

The meridian may be obsolete,

he said, but everyone needs a point of

reference for his or her life's journey.

In Jesus, he said, "we have a star from

which we can determine our meridian

with certainty for a safe voyage."

the first Wednesday of every month after the

5:30 p.m. Mass in the Family Life Center at

St. Francis of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St.

All those interested in promoting the sanctity

of human life are invited to attend. For more
information, contact Julie Tastinger at (828)

349-9813 orjatastinger@aol.com.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

KERNERSVILLE— Joseph Curran, a 9-year-

old parishioner at Holy Cross Church, needs

a bone marrow transplant. A Bone-Marrow
Typing Drive will be at Holy Cross Church,

616 South Cherry St., March 10, 10 a.m.-3

p.m. Friends and family have raised some
fimds to cover the cost of the typing for those

who cannot afford the $25 tax-deductible fee.

Minorities will be typed free as the need for

minority marrow is extremely high. For more
information, go to www.marrow.org or call

Pattie Curran at (336) 423-8158 or Melanie

Feeney-Lewis at (336) 869-5 151.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the

Fatima Chapel, 21 1 W. Third St. Rev. Timothy

L. Auman, a secular Franciscan and the

chaplain at Wake Forest University, will speak

on "Simplicity: Relinquishing Our Hold on
Our Possessions" at the March 7 program. The
sacrament of reconciliation will be offered at

12 p.m. in the chapel. For more information

and to RSVP, call Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336)

624-1971 or e-mail kganiel@triad.rr.com.

Walk-ins are welcome.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event open to the general public? Deadline

for all submissions for the Diocesan Planner

is 10 days prior to desired publication date

(Fridays). Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans

at kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis will participate

in thefollowing events:

« /larch 3— 12 p.m.

?ite of Election

^ Sasilica of St. Lawrence, Ashevllle

i Harch 4 - 4 p.m.

>d (ite of Election

nmaculate Heart of Mary Church, High Point

March 10-11 a.m.

Deacon recommitment Mass

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

March 11 -12 p.m.

Installation of Augustinian Father Ortega

St. John Neumann Church, Charlotte

Pope denounces trend toward
'designer embryos'

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI denounced the high-tech

trend that encourages parents to seek

the "perfect child" through genetic

selection.

In a speech Feb. 24 to more than

350 Catholic medical professionals, the

pope said so-called "designer embryos"

represent one of many contemporary

attacks on human life.

The attacks have increased to the

point that the Christian conscience

has been lulled, and even good people

sometimes seem paralyzed in the face

of collective social pressure against the

right to life, he said.

The pope listed a number ofways in

which human life is threatened in poorer

nations today, including pressure to

legalize abortion, new forms of chemical

abortion introduced under the pretext of

"reproductive health," and the continuing

politics of demographic control.

In richer countries, he said,

biotechnological engineering aims to

establish "subtle and extensive methods

of eugenics in the obsessive search for

the 'perfect child,' through artificial

procreation and various forms of

diagnosis that allow selection."

He said this kind of genetic selection

is part of "a new wave of discrimination"

aimed at the imbom.
The pope did not name specific

countries, but on the same day it was
reported that the British government
would allow scientists to genetically

modify embryos for research purposes
— which many see as a step closer to the

genetic breeding of babies.

The also pope warned against

increasing pressure to legalize euthanasia.

In addition to such direct attacks on life,

he said, efforts are multiplying to legalize

"alternative" forms of cohabitation that

are closed to procreation.

"In these situations the conscience,

at times overcome by the means of

collective pressure, does not demonstrate

sufficient vigilance about the seriousness

of what is at stake," he said.

The Christian is called to mobilize

continually against attacks on human
life, because it is the most fundamental

of all human rights, he said. That is

why the formation of a true and correct

conscience is such an essential task for

parents, educators and pastors, he added.

But he said conscience formation

today is hindered in many ways,
particularly by popular attitudes of

tolerance that mistrust the very capacity

of reason to perceive the truth.

"Thus the conscience, which is an act

of reason that aims at the truth of things,

ceases to be a light and instead becomes
a simple background on which the mass-

media society projects contradictory

images and impulses," he said.

In order to reawaken the conscience

as an eloquent and clear voice, the pope

said, the church needs to work at tiie

family and parish level so that young
people are educated in basic values and

church teachings. Lay Catholics should

know that, particularly on human life

issues, they need to welcome the church's

teaching, he said.

'Foundling Wheel'

CNS PHOTO BY Tony Gentile, Reuiers

Orderly Stefano Lorenzi demonstrates the use of a hatch to a heated crib which was used for the first

time recently when an unwanted infant was left at Casilino hospital in Rome Feb. 26. Italy's Family Affairs

Minister Rosy Bind! says she wants every hospital in Italy to have a modern-day version of the medieval

"foundling wheel," where unwanted newborns were left at convents.

CORRECTION
In the parish profile of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Cherokee (Nov. 10, 2006), it was stated that "of

Guadalupe" developed from a mistranslation from Aztec to Spanish.

However, the name "Guadalupe" came over from Spain to the New World. It was first used in conjunction

with the Spanish devotion of Our Lady of Guadalupe based in Extremadura region of present-day Spain.

Catholics devoted to the Spanish Guadalupe made her shrine a popular devotion and pilgrimage point

starting in the early 1 300s. The conquistador Hernan Cortes came from Extremadura. There are interesting

parallels between the development of the devotions to both the Spanish and the Mexican Guadalupe.
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ILLUMINATING THE MISSION

Photo by Carole McGrotty

Participants at a retreat light candles as a symbol of bringing Christ's light into the world during the

closing Mass at St. Eugene Church in Asheville Feb. 1 3.

Parish retreat explores faith, leadership
BY CAROLE McGROTTY

CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Catholics in the

Asheville area recently explored their

ongoing mission.

With inspirational messages
often laced with humorous anecdotes,

Franciscan Father Thomas Vigliotta

captured participants' attention during a

three-day mission retreat at St. Eugene

Church in Asheville Feb. 11-13.

Father Vigliotta, campus minister

at the Catholic Center at the University

of Georgia, came to AsheviUe at the

request of his friend, Father John
Schneider, pastor of St. Eugene Church.

Father Vigliotta conducts parish retreats

throughout the Southeast.

While in Asheville, Father Vigliotta

said all people are on a mission of faith

and are a part of a great movement
through the generations.

"We are parents of our children

and children of our parents," he said.

"Gathering at Mass is something
passed on to us by our parents.

We have a mandate to pass it on to

the next generation."

The sacrament of reconciliation, said

Father Vigliotta, moves us closer to God.

"When we go to confession, God
takes the offering of our lives and shapes

us into an image of himself," Father

Vigliotta said. "Offer the things that go

in your lives to God. The raw material of

our lives is what makes us who we are."

The priest was impressed by the

participants. "I picked up on the affection

you hold for each other. You value each

other's friendship," he told them.

He said they are all called to

leadership. Their children will watch

how adults handle difficult times and

learn from their example, he said.

"Preach always and, if you have to,

use words," said Father Vigliotta.

After the closing Mass, the church

lights were turned out and participants

held lit candles as a symbol of their

ongoing mission.

"Our mission is to bring God's

light into the world," said Father

Vigliotta. "Mass is ended. The mission

always continues."

All Catholic Troops/Packs,
Individual Catliolic Scouts

All interested Scouts or troops

Catholic Camporee 2007!
March 23,24 AND 25

Clear Creek Scout Camp — Midland, NC
Make plans NOW to attend!

Contact: Mark Morris - morrismark@usa.redcross.org
or (704) 535-3563

Birthday bash
0

COURTCSY PHOI

Peggy Smith (front, center), a longtime andactiveparishioner ofSt. Bemadettt

Church in Linville, is surrounded by family and friends, including Fathe.

Christopher Goher (right), pastor, who gathered in February to celebrate he.

80th birthday.

Smith's children, grandchildren and great grandchildren joined her for th

surprise celebration, which includeda Mass and reception.

4ol

The Diocese of Charlotte invites you to

Explore the

BEST ©F IRELAND
with Fr. Mo West, Chancellor and Vicar General

breathtaking countryside - traditions of our Catholic faitii - legends of her people

May 8 - 18, 2CX57
Join lis as we explore the spectacular

countryside of Ireland and learn of our

faith traditions at its holy sites. With Mass

celebrated daily by Fr. Mo, and a profes-

sional, fuUtime tour escort to handle aU of

your needs, your days will be filled with

spiritual enrichment as well as Irish

folklore, music and merriment!

Highlights include:

• spectacular Qiffs of Moher; Galway Bay area

• Knock - Mass at church of heavenly apparition

• Croagh Patrick - site of St. Patrick

• Kylemore Abbey; Holy Cross Abbey - true Cross relic

• Bunratty Folk Park and Castle - traditional festive dinner

• Killamey and scenic Ring of Kerry drive

• Blarney stone and woolen mill; Wicklow heind weavers

• Glass artists at Waterford Crystal Factory

• Rock of Cashel - spectacular anthropological site

• Beautiful Glendalough - 6"^ century monastic site of St. Kevin

• Dublin - full tour including famous Trinity College Book of Kells,

St. Patrick's Cathedral, O'Connell Street, shopping - PLUS much more!

$2,899 from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels, all tours

and admission fees to sites. Airport taxes/ fees, tips and insurance are extra.

This is a diocesan-sponsored pilgrimage. For a brochure with complete details, call

Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704) 370-3332 or Pentecost Tours at (800) 713-9800.
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Bishop Jugis celebrates Rite

iof Election in diocese

RITE, from page 1

I

n

been considering converting.

When the sons told their mother,

Lawanda Myers, about their plans, she

decided to become Catholic as well.

"She didn't want her sons going to

a different church than she did," Paxton

Myers said.

Joining the Masses

The Myerses are among hundreds

of fellow catechumens and candidates

to be introduced to Bishop Peter J. Jugis

during the Rite of Election and Call to

Continuing Conversion, held at three

churches in the Diocese of Charlotte this

Lenten season.

"Lent is a time to draw even closer

to Jesus," said Bishop Jugis during his

homily at the rite at St. Matthew Church

in Charlotte Feb. 25.

Each year, the Catholic Church
welcomes tens of thousands of adults

into full communion through the Rite of

Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).

Nearly 80O of these neophytes, or new
Catholics, join the church in the Diocese

of Charlotte annually.

RCIA is the rite in which adults

undergo an intensiveperiod ofpreparation

to be baptized, confirmed and receive the

Eucharist. RCIA was restored by the

Second Vatican Council in the 1960s as

the suitable way adults prepare to receive

these sacraments.

The rite of election consists of the

official enrollment of the names of those

unbaptized adults, or catechumens, who
seek baptism at the Easter Vigil Mass.

Adults who were baptized in other

Christian faiths, or candidates, are also

introduced to the bishop at this time.

On March 3, catechumens and
candidates fi-om the eastern counties of

the diocese will participate in the rite at

the Basilica of St. Lawrence in Asheville.

Parishes from the western coimties will

gather March 4 at Immaculate Heart of

Mary Church in High Point.

Ajourney offaith

The rite of election and call to

continuing conversion is one of several

steps along the journey, following a

period of discernment and study of the

Catholic faith.

Before formally beginning the RCIA
process, an inquirer considers his or

her relationship with Jesus Christ and

interest in joining the Catholic Church.

This period is known as the period of

evangelization and precatechumenate.

After discerning their desire to join

the Catholic Church, the inquirers may
decide to continue the process and enter

the period of the catechumenate, when

Want to put the romance and
excitement back into your relationship?

That's just the beginning of what you will receive on a Worldwide

Marriage Encounter weekend. The weekend teaches a unique

method of communication. It is for couples with

good marriages who want to enrich their

relationships.

For more information, please call Rob and

Karen Kummerer at (704) 843-7654 or go to

our web sight to register at www.WWME.org.

Upcoming weekends:

March 9 -11— Charlotte

March 1 6 -1 8— Atlantic Beach

May 4 - 6— Hickory

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES

NEWSFLASH!
MMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES

IS MOVING AND UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT.

Allen Bond has taken over the operations of Immaculata Catholic

Companies. Allen is a busiaessman with a wide spectrum of

knowledge and experience in the business world. More important to

him and those around him is his Catholic faith and his desire to live

and share that faith. Allen is married to Virginia and counts his wife,

their three children, two sons-in-law and their 15 grandchildren as-

0 ' a4# precious gifts from God.

Allen welcomes everyone to visit our store in Cornelius and our soon-to-be-announced

NEW location in Charlotte. Thank you for your continued support.

Please visit and/or call us for all your Catholic religious gifts and books.

704^55-9090
1 9905 west Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

maryimmaculata.com west off I-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Catechumens and their sponsors gather on the altar during the Rite of Election at St. Matthew Church

in Charlotte Feb. 25. The Rite will be celebrates March 3 at the Basilica of St. Lawrence in Asheville and

March 4 at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in High Point.

they study the history and practice of

CathoHcism. This stage can last for a few

months or for as long as several years.

The third formal stage is the

celebration ofthe sacraments ofinitiation,

which occurs during the Easter Vigil

Mass on Holy Saturday.

During theMass, catechumens receive

the sacraments of baptism, confirmation

and Eucharist, and the candidates are

confirmed and receive the Eucharist. At
this time, they become fially initiated

members of the Catholic Church.

Following initiation at the Vigil

Mass, a final period of formation and

education continues in the stage known
as mystagogy. During this period, which

lasts until Pentecost or later, the neophytes

reflect on the events of the Easter Vigil

Mass and continue to learn more about

the Scriptures, the sacraments and . the

teachings of the Catholic Church.

In a continuing effort to reach out

to the increasing number of Hispanics

in the diocese, the Rite of Election was
celebrated in both English and Spanish.

The readings alternated between the

two languages, and hymns were sung

in both as well. Bishop Jugis completed

his homily with a special welcome to the

Hispanic participants in Spanish.

"The conversion and transformation

of neophytes is essentially the work of

the Holy Spirit and our first response

to this increase is one of gratitude to

God," said Cris Villapahdo, director of

programs for diocesan faith formation.

"This is not to undercut the value

of the works of the more than 1,200

presenters and sponsors in the dtocese

who assisted in stoking the embers of

faith in these 'converts,'" he said.

John Michael Talbot in Concert
to benefit

New Life Mobilit)^ Assistance Dogs
Thursday, March 22-7 pm

Come and experience the wide variety of musical

styles- of this "Troubadour for the Lord" who has won

numerous national awards - including Top Male

Christian Singer in the country by Billboard Magazine.

He has produced original albums of jazz and blues,

as well as classical, orchestral and contemporary

music. He will delight you with his widely-praised

meditational guitar and vocal styling where, he says,

"God can touch the deeper areas of our hearts and

minds." Also joining him will be Inner Rhythm Group

from Winston-Salem, a very special treat for all.

CONCERT; Our Lady of Mercy Church

1730 Link Road - Winston-Salem

TICKETS: $30

(seniors/students '18 and under: $25)

CALL: (336)722-7001 , ext. 24 or

'

(336)838-2215 or go to olmnc.org

This concert will benefit New Life Mobility Assistance Dogs, a non-profit organization cun-ently training

a rescued shelter dog to assist a person with disabilities - giving a new lease on life to both the person

and the dog.
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Ethics and eggs
S.C. ahbey says it meets, exceeds guidelines for

treatment of laying hens

BY DEIRDRE C. MAYS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

CHARLESTON, S.C. — Mepkin
Abbey in Moncks Comer has released

a statement saying the Trappist order

meets and exceeds guidelines for egg

production in the United States.

The statement came after People

for the Ethical Treatment of Animals

Feb. 20 accused the order of torturing its

laying hens.

On its Web site PETA posted a video

of the abbey's farm — taken without

the monks ' knowledge— and accusations

of mistreatment.

The abbey does not need to defend

itself against claims of inhumane
treatment of its laying hens, according

to Mary Jeffcoat, spokeswoman
for the monastery.

In a phone interview Feb. 22, she

told The Catholic Miscellany, newspaper

of the Charleston Diocese, that the

accusation by PETA is puzzling.

"Mepkin Abbey is a member of

the United Egg Producers and the

membership of that association accounts

for over 80 percent of eggs produced in

the United States," Jeffcoat said.

"Mepkin has been certified as

following every single guideline

established. I'm in a quandary as to

why PETA would pick on one, small

egg producer as opposed to a national

organization," she said.

"Mepkin comes up to a minimum
of national standards and, in some
ways, goes beyond that. That's why it's

puzzling to us as to why Mepkin is being

singled out," she said.

National and local media have

inundated the contemplative order,

known locally for its active conservation

efforts, for interviews. Jeffcoat said she

has been asked by reporters if the abbey

is going to enter into any discussions

with PETA.
"We are not interested in dialogue

with people who stoop to those tactics

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Abbot Stanislaus Gumula

and who are not interested in dialogue,"

she said. "Clearly, as Abbot Stan said

in The New York Times, the monks do

not believe they are abusing those birds,

and we are not going to get into a debate

about this in the media."

Jeffcoat was referring to aNew York

Times interview with Mepkin Abbot
Stanislaus Gumula, who called the

allegations "unfactual."

PETA stated on its Web site that "a

Elizabeth, 66, Monrovia, Liberia

PETA investigator visited Mepkin Abbey
in January 2007 to see if the flowery

descriptions of the abbey's 'animal

husbandry' were accurate.

"We were hoping that devout
Christians would not inflict on birds the

kind of abuse that the egg industry has

become infamous for, such as cutting part

ofthe beaks oflfhens and cramming birds

into tiny wire cages, where — because

they aren't given any space to move
around— their muscles waste away and

their bones become weak."

In a Feb. 21 statement posted on the

abbey's Web site, www.mepkinabbey.

org. Abbot Gumula said that PETA
filmed some of the brothers at the abbey

without the monastery's knowledge
or permission.

The abbot said that Mepkin
Abbey follows all the guidelines of the

Scientific Advisory Committee and

United Egg Producers. They cover cage

space requirements, proper handling,

transportation, molting practices, beak

trimming and euthanasia.

"It has always been Mepkin Abbey's
purpose to provide the healthiest

environment for our chickens, to

treat them as one of God's precious

creatures and to offer to consumers the

best possible product for their health

and enjoyment," Abbot Gumula said

in the statement.

"That is precisely why we moved to

the cage arrangement over 30 years ago,

and why we have continued with it to the

present," he said.

"Cages provide hens protection

fi-om predators, soil-bome diseases and

diseases that are caused fi'om walking in

litter or waste. We stand by our product

and by the commitment we make to our

customers as stated on the inner cover of
our egg carton," Abbot Gumula said.

Jeffcoat said that the egg sales

make up about 60 percent of the abbey's

annual earned income bringing in about

$140,000 a year, which goes to support

the monastery groimds and the monk's

daily needs. The money is also used

for building expenses and making the

property available to the public.

The laying hens produce about 9

million eggs each year and the eggs are

delivered to area grocery stores. The
monks also operate a retreat program and

gift shop and sell compost.

Quoted in The New York Times,

Abbot Gumula said, "This hurts so

much. They're happy chickens. They're

being treated nicely."

Deirdre Mays is editor of The
Catholic Miscellany in the Diocese of \

Charleston, S.C.

1

C F C A

Offering hope.

Restoring dignity.

Worldwide.

To learn more
or sponsor

visit our Web site at

www.cfcausa.org

caii us toll-free at

(800) 875-6564

A+ rating by the

American Institute of Philanthropy

www.charitywatch.org

Highest rating of four-stars from

Charity Navigator

www.charitynavigator.org

M sometimes wonder
why they do it'

Five years ago Elizabeth, 66, of Monrovia, Liberia, sold

swamp snails in order to earn money for food. "Those were

very, very difScxilt times," she said. But now life is better

thanks to sponsorship through Christian Foundation for

Children and Aging. Her sponsor's support provides 25

kilograms of rice each month along with cooking oil and

household items such as kitchen utensils, soap and a mat-

tress to help her sleep comfortably. Elizabeth said she is

happy because the CFCA staff in Monrovia and her sponsor

thousands of miles away show concern for her. "I sometimes

wonder why they do it. But I've come to look at them as

my own family members, like brothers and sisters. I believe

it was God who passed through those people to help me."

Elizabeth helps distribute food to others in her neighbor-

hood and helps the elderly too firail to walk far.

CFCA has served more than 475,000 children and elderly

in developing countries over the last 25 years—empowering

them to make more choices in their lives, live with dignity

and reach their potential.

You can improve someone's life, too. Your sponsorship of $30

a month helps your sponsored fiiend with critical immediate

needs such as nutrition, medical care, clothing and housing.

But it goes much forther. Sponsored aging friends also ben-

efit from recreation, livelihood and socialization programs,

and being involved in their communities. Sponsorship ben-

efits vary by location.

Grounded in Cathohc social teaching, CFCA works with

people of all faiths. Sponsor an aging friend or a child today

and help make the world a better place for all.

Sponsor an older person through CFCA. It works.
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Catholic wrongly convicted

fights to end death penalty

PENALTY, from page 1

Maryland State Penitentiary in Baltimore

in 1985 no one believed his story— least

of all the other prisoners.

"We're going to do to you what you

did to that little girl," they screamed.

"We're going to get you. Kirk!"

Seated on the couch in the living

room of his small home in Cambridge

more than 20 years later, Bloodsworth

said, "I remember that first night in my
cell and the smell coming from this

place. ... Not only did it stink of every

kind of excrement you could think of,

but you also could smell hatred— and it

was all pointing at me."

Despite the strong temptation to

despair, Bloodsworth said he decided

he would fight to prove his innocence.

He told The CatihoUc Review, Baltimore

archdiocesan newspaper, that he believes

God sustained him through nearly nine

years of taxing prison life, sending him
otherworldly consolations and leading

him into the Catholic Church.

With the same steely determination

that got him through his prison ordeal,

Bloodsworth is now devoting the rest of

his life to abolishing the death penalty

and seeking reforms of what he calls a

"broken" criminal justice system.

He could get his wish in Maryland,

where legislation has been introduced to

substitute life in prison without parole

as the maximum penalty for crimes

currently punishable by death. Gov.

Martin O'Malley has said he will sign

such a law if it comes to his desk.

Heavenly inspiration

On the day he was found guilty,

Bloodsworth said he remembers being

housed in a Baltimore County holding

cell with another man who sat in the

shadows. For two hoiurs, the stranger

didn't say a word as he ate a sandwich

and sipped an orange drink.

Then he turned to his fellow prisoner

and told Bloodsworth not to worry.

"Everything is going to be all right,"

Bloodsworth recalled the man saying.

"You'll be OK."
Summoned back to the courtroom,

Bloodsworth heard the guilty verdict

and was taken back to the holding cell.

He said the man was gone and only half

. the sandwich remained. When he asked

the sheriflTs deputy where the "other

guy" was, the deputy responded that

Bloodsworth had been the only person

in the cell.

Looking back, Bloodsworth thinks

he was visited by an angel.

"Maybe I wanted to see something

Stations of
the Cross

Every Friday during Lent

on the campus of

Belmont Abbey College

Meet at the

Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes

Take the stairway down the hill behind the Monastery and Basilica

Belmont ABBEY
College

For more information please contact

Ruth Payne,

Director of Campus Ministry,

704-829-71 96 or email

RuthPayne@bac.edu

CMS PHOTO BY Owen Sweeney III, Cathouc Review

Kirk Bloodsworth speaks during a press conference in Annapolis, Md., in late January about state

legislation to replace the death penalty with prison sentences of life without parole. Bloodsworth was

wrongly convicted of the rape and murder of a 9-year- old Rosedale, Md., girl in 1 985, but in 1 993 DNA

evidence exonerated him. Since then he has devoted his life to ending the death penalty

— I don't know. But I tell you what, he

was as real as you are," he told a Catholic

Review reporter.

Bloodsworthwas raised in the Baptist

and Methodist traditions. In prison he

began deep theological discussions with

Deacon Al Rose, the Catholic prison

chaplain. The more he learned, the more
he wanted to become a Catholic.

At Easter time in 1989, then-

Auxiliary Bishop John H. Ricard of

Baltimore visited Bloodsworth at Deacon
Rose's invitation. The guard would not

let Bishop Ricard enter the cell, so he

had to administer the sacraments of

confirmation and the Eucharist through

the bars of the closed cell door.

Asked what it was like to receive

Communion for the first time, Bloodsworth

smiled. "Oh, it was an honor," he said. "I

felt clean. I felt accepted."

When DNA testing proved
Bloodsworth's innocence in 1993, he

was released and pardoned and was paid

$300,000 in compensation for wrongfial

imprisonment— the accumulated salary

the state said he would have earned as a

waterman.

Bloodsworth said he still had
to endure the suspicions of many
who believed he had gotten off on a

technicality— until 2003 when the DNA
from the crime scene was identified as

that of Kimberly Shay RufiSier, a man
who had been previously charged with

sexually assaulting children.

Ruflfiier subsequently pleaded guilty

to the Dawn Hamilton murder and is

serving a life sentence.

"I tell you the difference between the

day before they foimd who really did it

and day after was like I had just won the

World Series for the town ofCambridge,"

said Bloodsworth. "Everyone treated me
completely different."

Bloodsworth has become an
outspoken advocate for the abolition

of the death penalty. He recently went

to Annapolis to speak in support of the

pending bill that would abolish capital

punishment in Maryland.

Working for the Justice Project,

a Washington-based organization that

pushes for criminal justice reform,

Bloodsworth lobbied for the passage of

the federal Innocence Protection Act,

which was signed into law in 2004.

The act established the Kirk
Bloodsworth Post-Conviction DNA
Testing Program, through which the U.S.

government helps states defray the costs

of such DNA testing.

"We need to do post-conviction

testing to find out if there are other

innocent people on death row before

we start throwing switches," said

Bloodsworth, pointing out that since

1973, more than 150 people have been

wrongfully convicted and later freed

from prison based on DNA evidence.

"If it can happen to me, it can happen

to anyone," he said.

St. Thomas Aquinas Academy — Arden

A high school that offers
Academic Excellence
through Classical Education

Self-Discipline

through Catholic Formation

(828)687-7714
www.stthoniasaquuiasacademy.org
St. Thomas Aquinas Academy is a private school, independent of the Charlotte Diocesan school system.www.BelmontabbeyCollege.edu
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Budget leaves poor, uninsured on the outside

BUDGET, from page 1

who proposed it and the representatives

and senators who will approve it.

But many of the most critical

decisions were made long ago, by
members of Congress who could be long

dead, according to Eugene Steuerle, a

senior fellow at the Urban Institute in

Washington and a consultant to the U.S.

bishops' Committee on Domestic Policy.

Those earlier senators and
representatives made "promises in law

that now we can't fulfill," Steuerle told

Catholic News Service Feb. 21.

And for today's politicians who want

to be known for giving their constituents

more and keeping taxes low, "it's very,

very hard politically" to make the tough

decisions that are needed, he said.

More than half of Bush's proposed

$2.9 trillion budget goes to Social

Security (21 percent); Medicare and

other health programs (22 percent);

and income security programs such

as retirement and disability payments

to federal employees, unemployment
compensation and housing and nutrition

assistance programs (10 percent). Most
of those expenditures were fixed by

earlier legislation and are mandatory.

Add to that the 9 percent of the total

budget that must go to pay interest on

the deficit and the 21 percent allocated to

defense programs, and there's not much
left for education, social services, jobs

programs, transportation, services to

veterans and other needs.

"The squeeze is onnow" asmandatory

spending increases and discretionary

spending drops, Steuerle said. "And in

10 years there'll be nothing left over"

for discretionary spending because the

mandatory outlays will exceed what the

government is taking in.

"It makes no more sense to commit

fixture economic resources than it would

be to decide today where to station troops

until the next millennium," Steuerle said

in testimony before the Senate Budget

Committee a few days before Bush's

Federal Budget Proposal

President Bush proposed a $2.9 triHion budget for fistal year 2008.

WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM...

Corporate

budget was made pubhc in early February.

"Only major systemic reform can

restore a normal democratic process," he

added. "Each generation must regain the

right to decide spending and tax priorities

based on the nation's current needs, not

on past anticipation."

The budget proposal drew strong

criticism irom the presidents of the

Catholic Health Association and Catholic

Charities USA, who mourned what they

said were missed opportunities to improve

the plight of the poor and the uninsured.

"The president's new budget hurts

those living in poverty at a time when we
should be doing even more to help the most

vulnerable among us," said Father Larry

Snyder, president of Catholic Charities

USA. "America needs to strengthen vital

social service programs to help those in

need, not weaken those programs."

Father Snyder said the "most
alarming cuts" would reduce housing

assistance to the elderly and disabled,

drop approximately 300,000 people in

working families with children fi-om the

Food Stamp program, cut block grants

to states for community services that aid

the poor and sharply reduce the amount

available to help low-income people pay

their home heating costs.

TRAVEL WITH OTHER ROMAN CATHOLICS AND
SAVE ON THIS REPOSITIONING CRUISE

22 Days - Tour Italy and Cruise the

Mediterranean, Atlantic, Caribbean
Costa Cruise Lines has to get the new "state-of-the-art" Costa Fortuna from Italy to Florida.

Take advantage of this exclusive 'Your Man' Tours vacation package departing October 27,

2007. You'll spend three nights in Rome with two days of sightseeing including Ancient

Rome; Pantheon & Piazza Navona; Roman Forum; Coliseum; Vatican Museum; Sistine

Chapel; St. Peter's Square and Basilica; Via della Conciliazione & Castle Sant'Angelo and

morel Spend two nights in Tuscany with guided sightseeing visiting Siena; Florence;

Montecatini-Terme; and Pisa (leaning tower). On Friday, November 2, your group will "motor-

coach" to the Italian Riviera to the town of Savona where you'll board your deluxe Italian ship.

Your exciting ports include: Barcelona, Spain; St. Cruz de Tenerife, Canary Islands;

Guadelope, French W. Indies; St. Maarten; Catalina Island, Dominican Republic; and Nassau,

Bahamas. Arrive in Ft. Lauderdale November 17. Prices (per person, double occupancy)

including taxes and port charges start at only $2347. Add $300 for outside and $500 for

balcony cabins. Optional airfare from Charlotte add $1 ,000.

Space is limited and $100 deposits are now due !

For information, reservations and brochure call 7 days a week

YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626

WHERE THE MONEY GOES.
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The budget also proposes cutting

more than $100 billion fi-om Medicaid,

Medicare and other health programs over

the next five years.

Those cuts "will impact some of the

most vulnerable Americans, including

seniors, low-income children and the

disabled," Father Snyder said.

Sister Carol Keehan, a Daughter of

Charity who is CHA president and CEO,
said the budget proposals "simply do not

rise to the challenge ofhelping to improve

our nation's health care system."

"It is particularly disappointing

that the administration did not take

advantage of the required reauthorization

of the State Children's Health Insurance

Program this year to propose measures

to expand the program to the nearly. 9

million children who remain uninsured,"

she said in a statement. "Given the

focus on SCHIP, as well as the glaring

moral failure of allowing any child

in our nation to go without access to

health care, the Catholic health ministry

strongly believes that today we enjoy a

unique opportunity to make coverage for

all children a priority and a reality."

Sister Keehan also said the proposed

cuts to Medicaid and Medicare "would

only hinder the ability of hospitals to

care for low-income and other vulnerable

populations."

"Balancing the budget is a notable

and worthwhile goal," she said. "But as

a reflection of our nation's values and

priorities, no budget should be based

on sacrifices fi-om those least able to

afford them, nor should it squander the

real opportunity we have at this time to

expand access to health care."

Low cabin prices guaranteeci

through March 16th!

Join the Diocese of Charlotte

and Fr. Mo West, Vicar General and Chancellor, for the

and RETREAT
a im in Seattle!

Your 8-day excursion includes:

* Daily Mass; time for spiritual growth and peaceful reflection on the

majestic grandeur of God's creation

* Rotmd trip airfare from Charlotte

* All meals and accommodations on Holland America's luxury cruise

ship Oosterdam with stops in Seattle, Jimeau, Hubbard Glacier, Sitka,

Ketchikan and Victoria, BC
* One pre-cruise night at hotel in Seattle with city tour and free time

* Airport transfers in Seattle

Price starts at only $2,199 per person for double occupancy and includes

airfare from Charlotte, all ship meals, accommodations, Seattle hotel and city tour,

transfers, port charges and taxes (which may be subject to change).

Early booking fares for choice of cabin categories are guaranteed until March 16th

so call today for a brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704)370-3332 or Corporate

Travel Service (800)727-1999, Ext. 116.
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Scholars reject filmmakers'

claim about tomb of Jesus

TOMB, from page 1

Amos Kloner, an Israeli archaeologist

who wrote the original excavation report

on the site for the predecessor of the

Israel Antiquities Authority, called the

claim "nonsense."

"In their movie they are billing it as

'never before reported information,' but

it is not new. I published all the details in

the Antiqot journal in 1996, and I didn't

say it was the tomb ofJesus' family," said

Kloner, now a professor of archaeology

at Israel's Bar-Ilan University.

"I think it is very unserious work.

I do scholarly work ... based on other

studies," he said.

Toronto filmmaker Simcha
Jacobovici and Oscar-winning Canadian

director James Cameron announced at

a press conference in New York City

Feb. 26 that by using new technology

and DNA studies they have determined

that among the 10 ossuaries — burial

boxes used in biblical times to house the

bones of the dead — found in the cave

by Kloner in 1980 are those of Jesus, his

brothers, Mary, another Mary whom they

believe is Mary Magdalene, and "Judah,

son of Jesus."

The documentary film by Jacobovici

andCameron is tobe aired on the Discovery

Channel March 4 and in Canada March 6

on Vision TV. A book on the topic, written

by Jacobovici and Charles Pellegrino, is to

go on sale Feb. 27.

Father Murphy-O'Connor said the

names found on the ossuaries "are a

combination of very common names."

"Fifty percent of all Jewish women
in the first century were called either

Mary or Salome. It doesn't mean much
at all," he said. "You can prove anything

with statistics."

The DNA tests could "only prove that

they are human" but "certainly did not

prove" any familial connection, he said.

Kloner had written about the findings

a decade ago, but nobody had been

interested.

According to press reports, the

filmmakers said they had worked on the

project with world-renowned scientists,

includingDNAspecialists, archaeologists

and statisticians.

They said the ossuaries were not

identified as belonging to Jesus' family

when they were first discovered because

the archaeologists at the time did not

have the knowledge and scientific tools

that now exist.

But Kloner noted that Jesus' family

was fi-om Galilee and had no ties to

Jerusalem, casting serious doubt that

they would have had a burial cave in

Jerusalem. He added that the names on

the ossuaries were common during that

time and their discovery in the same cave

is purely coincidental.

He said the tomb belonged to a

middle- or upper-middle-class Jewish

family during the first century and the cave
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A black-and-white file photo released Feb. 23

shows the entrance to a 2,000-year-old burial cave

in Jerusalem. A Discovery Channel documentary

suggests that several ancient burial boxes

excavated 27 years ago in Jerusalem contained

the remains of Jesus and his family.

was in use for 70-100 years by the family.

Other books, films and articles about

the tomb, including a fiall-page feature in

London's The Sunday Times, a British

Broadcasting Corp. documentary film

and a book called "The Jesus Dynasty"

by James D. Tabor, have been published

and produced on the topic in the years

since the tomb's discovery.

At the New York press conference,

Jacobovici said he thought the so-called

"James ossuary," purported by its owner,

Oded Golan, to have belonged to James,

the brother of Jesus, was also from the

tomb, and he cited a forensic technique

used to determine this.

He did not mention that in 2003 the

Israel Antiquities Authority declared

the inscription on the James ossuary a

forgery or that Golan is currently on trial

for forging part of the inscription.

Basilian Father Thomas Rosica, a

biblical scholar and head ofToronto's Salt

and Light Catholic Media Foundation,

said this latest film shows that "self-

proclaimed experts" have learned nothing

from the James ossuary incident.

"One would think that we learned

some powerful lessons from^the media
hype surrounding the James ossuary

several years ago, and how important

public institutions like the ROM (Royal

Ontario Museum of Toronto) were
duped in their hosting such fraudulent

works," he said.

Father Rosica said: "Why did the so-

called archaeologists of this latest scoop

wait 27 years before doing anything about

the discovery? James Cameron is far better

offmaking movies about the Titanic rather

than dabbling in areas of religious history

ofwhich he knows nothing."

A spokeswoman for the Israel

Antiquities Authority said two of

the ossuaries had been loaned to the

filmmakers for their press conference

as is customary for such requests for

exhibiting antiquities as long as certain

conditions are met.

The loan was made in the name of

freedom of expression and creativity,

she said, and did not mean the authority

supported their claims.

She said one of the Mary ossuaries

has been on display for many years at

Jerusalem's Israel Museum; the Judah

ossuary is on display in Fort Lauderdale,

Fla.; two ossuaries are currently with

the filmmakers; and the other six are in

the authority's warehouse just outside

Jerusalem.

Contributing to this story was
Joseph Sinasac in Toronto.

Abbotswood Senior Living.
Abbotswood at Irving Parle enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 1 8 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1 - and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensbofo.

(336) 282-8870 i^BBQISWOOD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park.

^= 3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.ldscoseniorliving.com

,1 ^ I,
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Inspiration about

Lent— What has Bishop
Jugis given up?

buDscribe today
— It's FREE!
Check it out at

www.CharlotteDlocese.orq.
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'A wonderful tool'

U.S. church official says cardinals book
outlines mission challenges

WASHINGTON (CNS)—Abookby
a retired Vatican cardinal gives insights

into the Catholic Church's missionary

work in today's changing world, said

Msgr. John E. Kozar, national director of

the pontifical missionary societies in the

United States.

It tells how the church has become a

trustworthy institution for many people

in poor countries, describes the greater

sharing of church workers between

mission countries and Western countries,

and how the church relates to Islam

in countries both religions regard as

mission territory, he said.

"On Missionary Roads," was
written by retired Cardinal JozefTomko.

The Slovak cardinal reflects on his

travels and experiences from 1985 to

2001 when he was head of the Vatican

Congregation for the Evangelization of

Peoples, the church agency overseeing

missionary work.

The cardinal wrote that he took more
than 100 trips to countries during his

16 years in office because of the need

for "direct contact with the people and

workers" in mission areas.

"It was not enough to consider the

enormous questions and problems of

competency and responsibility from
behind a desk," the cardinal added.

Msgr. Kozar, in a Feb. 23 telephone

interview, called the book "a wonderful

tool to teach, educate and motivate

people to become missionaries."

The book also teaches all Catholics

"to accept the responsibility that they are

missionaries themselves" and are called

to help evangelize even if they never

travel abroad, said Msgr. Kozar.

Amissionary is a sign ofthe imiversal

<^hurch and its willingness to reach out

to people with prayers and also with

iflaterial support, given that missionary

work traditionally has been done in

impoverished coimtries, he said.

This willingness to share spiritual and

material benefits resonates with people

who are often "between a rock and a hard

place" and used to being deceived by their

political leaders, Msgr. Kozar said.

The cardinal wrote in the book
that globalization is also influencing

missionary work. "Mission is no longer

from the West to other countries; it

travels in all directions," he said.

Msgr. Kozar called this a

"reconfiguring" of the church's workforce

as part ofan "ongoing process ofPentecost."

This can be seen in the United States,

where many priests are arriving from

Africa, Asia and Latin America because

of the vocations shortage in this country,

he said.

The reconfiguration is also a sign

of success in evangelizing mission

countries, he said, noting that the two

largest Catholic seminaries, with regard

to population, are in Indonesia.

The cardinal's book also mentions

that a "peaceful coexistence" has been

possible with "a tolerant Islam" in

mission lands as the church fights to

defend the rights of Christians.

"Fundamentalism is a limited slice

of religions often exploited for political

ends," said Cardinal Tomko.
Msgr. Kozar said that while some

African coimtries have adopted Islamic

laws and placed limits on Christians,

these have been exceptions and motivated

by political reasons. Islamic and Catholic

leaders are "generally good partners" and

"try to be brotherly, outside of the few

that are radicalizing Islam," he said.

He agreed with the cardinal that

evangelizing China is the next great

challenge to the church. Msgr. Kozar said

that after decades of communist rule there

will be "a great thirst" for spiritual values.

The pontifical missionary societies

unite four church agencies involved in

mission education and fundraising. It

operates under the Congregation for the

Evangelization of Peoples.

Caring for Charlotte Area Cotholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICEJNC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

Jo/n our Omor'm ConirQ%2^im to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHERl
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more about serving Cod with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

March 1 1 , Third Sunday

of Lent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Exodus 3:1 -8a, 13-15

Psalm 103:1-4, 6-8, 11

2) 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12

3) Gospel: Luke 13:1-9

God is at work
all around us

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Occasionally, the Lord has a way of

placing a person or situation in our lives

that provides us with a new perspective

or sends us in a new direction.

At the Easter Vigil we watch women,
men and teenagers drenched in the waters

of baptism. Who or what gave the nudge

that brought them to our church, we
might wonder. Perhaps a Catholic fiiend

said, "How about coming to church with

me next Sunday?"

I've known other stories too.: At
fiinerals a tearfiil adult grandchild reveals

to close family and relative strangers

what a talented loving person her aged

grandparent really was. The person who
had just passed left an indelible mark on

the speaker's heart.

A man I know obviously has been

enormously successful in business,

but what I did not know until I had an

unexpected conversation with him, is

how hard his childhood was.

I now understand his devotion to

volunteering. He has never forgotten how
it felt to be sad and alone.

Before he investigates the bush
burning in his path, Moses has been a

prince of Egypt, discovered he is the son

of slaves, murdered an Egyptian, escaped

his would-be captors, become a shepherd

for Jethro, the priest of Midian, and
married his daughter.

In the grand scheme of his life,

Moses' heroic adventures are just

begiiming as he leads his father-in-law's

flock across the desert toward Horeb.

The task of safely shepherding animals

across unyielding desert terrain pales in

comparison to the role he will soon play

in salvation history when he leads the

Israelites out of Egypt.

However, before any of tiiese events

occur, Moses will be enveloped in the

mystery of the God of Creation, the

God of Moses' ancestors, the God who
says, "Tell the Israelites: I AM sent me
to you."

The ancient one who reveals the

mysterious name IAM to Moses so many
millennia ago still speaks to the human
heart. The opportunities for encountering

the holy are innumerable.

My grandfatherusedto say: "Beverly,

there are burning bushes everywhere.

All you have to do is take the time to

investigate."

Questions:

Who or what, recently, has directed

your consciousness to God's presence?

What new perspectives in your faith life

have you gainedfrom these encounters?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 4-10

Sunday (Second Sunday of Lent), Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18, Philippians 3:174:1, Luke 9:28-

36; Monday (Lenten Weekday), Daniel 9:4-10, Luke 6:36-38; Tuesday (Lenten Weekday),

Isaiah 1:10, 16-20, Matthew 23:1-12; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday, Sts. Perpetua and

Felicity), Jeremiah 18:18-20, Matthew 20:17-28; Thursday (St John of God), Jeremiah

17:5-10, Luke 16:19-31; Friday (Lenten Weekday, SL Frances of Rome), Genesis 37:34,

12-13, 17-28, Matthew21:3343, 45-56; Saturday (Lenten Weekday), Micah 7:14-15, 18-20,

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 11-17

Sunday (Third Sunday of Lent), Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15. 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12, Luke

13:1-9; Monday (Lenten Weekday), 2 Kings 5:1-15, Luke 4:24-30; Tuesday (Lenten Week-

day), Daniel 3:25, 3443, Matthew 18:21-35; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday), Deuteronomy

4:1, 5-9, Matthew 5:17-19; Thursday (Lenten Weekday), Jeremiah 7:23-38, Luke 11:14-23;

Friday (Lenten Weekday), Hosea 14:2-10, Mark 12:28-34; Saturday (Lenten Weekday, SL

Patrick), Hosea 6:1-6, Luke 18:9-14.

Making your will?

Request a free Wills Kit from
Catholic Relief Services.

It will help you practice good stewardship

and cx-eate a lasting legacy to help

the poor overseas.

1-800-235-2772 ext.7318



March 2, 2007 The Catholic News & Herald 11

Documentary filmmaker says monks showed him a new side of Catholicism
BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON— Ifyou accept the

maxim that the Catholic Church thinks

in terms of centuries, then documentary

filmmaker Philip Groning's dealings

with a Carthusian monastery in France

moved at lightning speed.

Groning first approached the monks
in 1984 with the idea of filming a

documentary about their life in

community. He got a reply saying the

request had come "too early," and that

perhaps in " 1 0 or 1 3 years" the monastery

would be ready.

Eventually, 16 years would pass

before Groning got word that the monks
were ready to discuss the possibility.

"The question I asked myself was,

'Does this project still fit in with my

life?'" Groning told Catholic News
Service Feb. 7 on his way to his native

Germany after doing some pre-release

publicity for the film, "Into Great

Silence."

He added, "I reread the outline fi-om

1984 and I thought, 'This is a fantastic

outline.'"

Groning said he was bom and raised

Catholic, but that he "had a big problem

^^^^^^C^"*^^^^*^^^^

Beverly Buchanan'

Dear Supreme Knight
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our insurance agent, Mike Watther. We could sense right
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everyone. Although from a medical standpoint it shouldn't
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Mike was there for me immediately. He was at the wake and

the funeral, and then stayed by my side and helped with

whatever I needed. He cried for my husband just like I did.

I think that in this world where everyone is focused

on the bottom line, I saw what the Knights are

truly about They were there for me when

I needed them the most
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with that when I was growing up. One
of the reasons I made the film was to

understand where I came fi-om and get

reattached to the religion that I left. And
in a certain way, I did."

Asked to explain, Groning said his

Catholic upbringing in the 1960s was
"very much about guilt and sin and
confession. In the monastery, very much
of the other side showed. ...

"It's all about divine grace, divine

providence, about completely trusting

God, completely trusting that God will

lead you," Groning said. "This is a side

of Catholicism I had not lived when I

was a child. The religion was not as dark

as I had thought. ... Being a Christian is a

joyfiil thing."

Groning adopted the lifestyle of the

Carthusians. They take a vow of near-

total silence— hence the fihn's title— at

their monastery in the French Alps, Le
Grande Chartreuse. He filmed there for

six months over three separate trips.

He was his film's director,

writer, producer, executive producer,

cinematographer, sound editor and
composer, although most of the music is

Latin chant sung by the monks.

Despite the vow of silence, "Into

Great Silence" is hardly a silent movie.

The ringing ofbells, the shuffling of feet,

even the ambient sounds ofnature all can

be heard with great clarity.

"When it's so quiet, you hear sounds

you don't usually hear. ... You don't hear

the water dripping that way, or if you
do you couldn't record it," Groning told

CNS. "In the monastery you can hear

every event separately."

The absence of words also means
there are few characters to follow in the

169-minute movie. The few who are

distinct are two novices, one of whom
is from Afiica, who are welcomed into

the monastery — the ritual, with words

in French, is included— and an elderly

blind monk interviewed near the movie's

end who speaks about life, the end of life

and his own life.

Groning said it was "a very deliberate

choice" on his part not to focus on anyone

in particular.
,

"It's clear that if you follow one

person along, you don't drift into the

plot," he said.

"Into Great Silence" has proven

quite popular in France. It got its U.S.

premiere Feb. 28 in New York City, with

prints of the film fanning out throughout

the country later in the year.

"Out of the revenues I have for the

fibn, half of the revenues will be going to

charity," Groning said. "If people crowd

to see this film as they did in France, they

go not because they love the film (but

because) they love the life ofthe monks."

To keep all the money for himself,

therefore, "would go completely against

the lives and the morals of the Carthusian

order," he added.

"I think it's important for viewers to

know the monastery is not a monastery as ^

a dark and encumbered place," Groning

said. "That's not true. It's a place ofgreat

inner liberty, great inner strength.

"They are not hiding. They are not

suppressed. They are not getting away *

from the world. ... I am glad that people get

that (message) out ofthe film," he said.
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Super spellers Classifieds

Courtesy Photo

Jejf Vomer, anchor and reporterfor Fox8 WGHP, stands with spelling bee finalists fi-om

St. PiusXSchool in Winston-Salem who participated in the Guilford County Independent

School Spelling Bee, held at the Piedmont School in High Point Feb. 13. Vomer moderated

the spelling bee.

Pictured are Jackson Hamrick, Brian Clarke, Vomer and Miranda Cecil

Jackson, 13, came in second in the competition, which was open to third- through eighth-

graders.

Courtesy fhoto

Winners ofthe spelling bee at St. Michael School in Gastonia are pictured in the school

gymnasium, where the bee was held Feb. 22. First place went to seventh-grader Nicole

Rivera-Wilson (seated left); runner-up was sixth-grader Jite Sido (seated right). Also

pictured are the classroom winners: (standing, from left) third-grader Michael Caulfield,

fifth-grader Brooke Moddie, eighth-grader James Collier and fourth-grader Preston

Marisiddaioh.

Nicole will go on to compete against students from other Gaston County schools in the

Gaston Gazette Spelling Bee to be held at Gaston College March 15.

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment tinie and keep you waiting ail day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way |o get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have lo

waste lime wailing.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3wavplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!

Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@chartottediocese.org, faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Chariotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For infomiation, call (704) 370-3332.

CAMPUS MINISTER
We are currently accepting applications for the position of campus minister

in the Diocese of Richmond for 2007-2008. Positions are available for

priests, religious or laypersons. Pastoral experience and a graduate degree in

theology or a related discipline required. For further information about this

ministry, visit the Web site at www.richmonddiocese.org/cyam and contact

Sr. Diane Guy at 804.359.5661.

EXECUnVE DIRECTOR

Room at the Inn, a maternity and after-care program in Charlotte, NC, is

seeking a passionate advocate and talented, experienced leader as its next

Executive Director. Responding to the call of Jesus Christ to respect and

affirm life from the moment of conception. Room at the Inn seeks to help

young women and children move toward a new life of hopeful, independent,

and healthy living by providing a safe haven for single, pregnant mothers

and their children, born and unborn.

Under the direction of the Board of Directors, the Executive Director will

perform a range of management activities in the oversight of a pre- and

post-natal residential facility, on-site counseling services, a college outreach

program and an extended after-care program. The. Executive Director will

use considerable independent judgment in decisions that influence areas of

organizational operation and will advise the Board of Directors in planning

and policy matters. Initially, the director will be extensively involved in a

capital campaign scheduled to launch publicly in summer 2007.

The successful candidate will have proven leadership and managerial skills,

demonstrated ability to develop key external relationships, compassion,

ability to relate to people of diverse backgrounds, and financial management

skills that include the ability to clearly communicate' budget, revenue and

expenditures. Outstanding communication skills and comfort level with

public interaction are essential. Bachelor's degree required and at least 5

years of progressive management experience. Background in the non-profit

sector and/or maternity home management is a plus.

Candidates may submit a letter of

interest and resume to Ellen Linares,

President, Board of Directors, Room at

the Inn, 6235 Morrison Boulevard,

Charlotte, NC 28211 or to

RATISe arch (©Carolina, rr.com.

Applications and nominations will be

accepted until March 16, 2007.

OOfllatithe

Principal - Catholic Elementary School

Chantilly, Virginia

St. Veronica Catholic School, a K through 8th-grade school located in the

Diocese of Arlington, Virginia, is currently seeking a principal starting in

the 2007-2008 school year. St. Veronica is a medium-size parish with a

growing school population. Candidates for principal must be willing to

assume responsibility for the day-to-day administration of the school, as

well as assist in developing long range goals.

For more information about this exciting opportunity and for instructions

on how to apply, please visit the St. Veronica parish website at:

http://www2.stveronica.net/principal.
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Girmay tackles geography

Student winsfirstplace in state

Beta Club competition
GASTONIA — Zachy Girmay,

an eighth-grade student at St. Michael

School in Gastonia, recently won top

honors in a geography competition,

part of the 15th annual North Carolina

Junior Beta Club state convention in

Greensboro Feb. 5-6.

During the convention, students

participated in workshops, general

sessions, and scholastic and artistic

competitions.

Zachy, who took first place in the

geography competition, is eligible to

compete in the national competition to be

held in Washington, D.C.

The National Beta Club promotes

character, develops leadership skills,

encourages service involvement,

recognizes achievement and provides

technological advantages to students in

grades 5-12.

A gathering of winners

Courtesy Photo

Zachy Girmay, an eighth-grade student at

St. Michael School in Gastonia, won first place in

the geography competition at the annual North

Carolina Junior Beta Club state convention in

Greensboro Feb. 5-6.

ATTENTION READERS! HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?
Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you l<now of people

who are living the tenets of their Catholic faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or

ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us for publication in your diocesan newspaper.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans at (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Courtesy Photo

Karen Graves (right), social studies teacher, ispicturedwith thefourth-through-

eighth-grade classroom winners who competed in a geography bee at St. Pius

X School in Winston-Salem Jan. 11. Pictured are (front row, from left) first-

place winner Patrick Boyd, runner-up Marty DeFrancesco, Lauren Watson,

(back row,from left) Adrienne Hooper, Ginger Barry, Brittany Simpson, Sophia

Pavone, Carly Kreber, NaveedForoudi and Graves.

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

Ho uuonder lue end up at the same place:

Belmont Abbey College, the 130-year-oid

'Cathohc College of the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeking?

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 "All-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Old-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

Why? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our website at

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors Institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?

Belmont Abbey
College

'i H * T : N All T « ! N 0 s God may ei G i o a i r i e d

Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu
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What you need is trust

Faithy joy dispel fear, doubt

"Fear is useless, what you need is

trust"(Mk5:36).

The Christian message tells us to trust

Jesus more and not to be afraid. It is so easy

to get caught in fear. The Lord instructs us

to be more trusting of his love.

This doesn't mean we will be entirely

free of worry. There is real, objective

danger out there. Fear was a constant

companion of the saints, but they did not

give in to it.

Even Jesus was terrified at times. His

agony in the garden reminds us of his

vulnerability. However, Jesus and all the

saints prayed to the Father for peace, joy

and sfrength.

Dorothy Day, who is now being

considered for canonization, tells ofa time

when she and a friend were coming from

Mass. Suddenly objects came whizzing

(
past their ears. At first Day thought they

1
were snowballs, but when another one

flew past her friend Judith Gregory cried

out, "That was meant for us."

They were targeted with hard-boiled

eggs. Afraid to turn back for fear they

would be hit in the face, they walked

faster. When she arrived home. Day
wrote in her diary:

"I should have been delighted, as

Charles de Foucauld was when he was
pelted in the sfreets of Nazareth, but my
feeling was one of fear. I'm glad because

it helps me to understand the fear that is

eating at the hearts of the people in the

world today.

"No one is safe. We are no longer

protected by the oceans separating us

from the rest of the world."

The important thing is that Day
prayed to be delivered from her fear

just as Jesus did that fateful night in the

garden. She prayed specifically for the

love that casts out fear.

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR
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Here again are her words, "I pray to

grow in the love ofGod and man, and to

live by this charity. ... We must love our

enemy ... not because we fear him but

because God loves him."

People accused Dorothy Day of

being crazy because of her faithfulness

to the Gospel. Her logic was strange to

them, but it was always obedient to the

words of Jesus.

When she felt fear she inmiediately

turned to the Lord and prayed for

protection. Then she prayed for the grace

to love her assailants.

She lacked feelings oflove for them,

but she prayed for the grace to love them
anyway. Her loyalty was to the Lord, not

to her feelings.

When the Lord asks us to love our

enemies, he means it literally, knowing that

we cannot do it without supernatural help.

It takes great mental discipline

to obey Jesus. Pray for the grace and

the will power to manage your fears

successfiilly.

Even though the Scriptures tell us

that love casts out fear, we don't know
how to do it very well. But love and

joy are two sides of the same coin. Joy

can cast out fear as well. That's why
joyfiil thoughts help to dispel fear. The
experience ofGod's love can be found in

a joyful spirit.

Misleading info on
environmental issues

It is ironic a reference to malaria

is made by Dan Misleh of the Catholic

Coalition on Climate Change in "Winds
ofChange" (Feb. 23). Maybe you should

take the time to research Mr. Misleh's

statement on malaria so that you may
begin to understand the environmental

movement and its real intent.

Malaria was almost wiped offthe face

of the earth until environmentalists saw
the power they could wield by placing

blame on human activity for things

that occur naturally. With the thinning

bird egg shells and other bad science

reports, people such as Charles Wurster,

chief scientist for the Environmental

Defense Fund (an activist group that led

the charge against banning Dichloro-

Diphenyl-Trichloroethain (DDT), a

pesticide used to prevent deaths from

malaria), said, "If the environmentalists

Letters to the Editor

win on DDT, they will achieve a level of

authority they have never had before. In

a sense, much more is at stake than DDT"
(Seattle Times, October 5, 1969).

Since DDT was banned in 1972,

millions ofpeople have died from malaria,

mostly in Third World countries. There is

no doubt these deaths would not have

occurred ifDDT was still in use.

The facts seem to take a back seat

when the environment is discussed. Why
don't you take the time to look at the

temperatures of the earth over the last

5,000 years or so. It is amazing what you
will see when you look at the big picture

and not just a small snapshot that tells

only part of the story.

The theory that humans cause

climate change is only a theory and has

no scientific experiments to back it up.

— Joel Raines

Spartanburg S.C.

What the pope got right

about Islam
Removing disdain for God, sacred is way to

common ground
President Bush proclaims that Iraq

is a central front in the war on terror. Not
everyone agrees, however, that Sept. 1

1

and Iraq should be conflated.

But let us take the president at his

word. If he is right, we are now in the

sixth year of war. Do we — even at

this late date — have a grasp of what
provokes the enemy?

America has a pervasive influence on
world culture.Jt is not always an influence

for the good. In a new book ("The Enemy
at Home"), Dinesh D'Souza makes the

case that we show our worst side to

the world through motion pictures and
television programs.

With Oscars and Golden Globes, we
lionize and export portrayals ofAmerica
that are saturated with violence, lust and

hate. There is little regard for the welfare

ofothers or the stewardship ofthe natural

environment.

Most ofus want to believe that this is

not the real America, but D'Souza argues

that the self-distortion is enough to set

off the trip wire of radical Islam.

D'Souza's point is an interesting

one, but his thesis is marred by partisan

finger-pointing. In reality there is enough

blame to go around for abortion, no-fault

divorce and support for gay marriage.

D'Souza also understates more prox-

imate irritants such as U.S. military bases

in Saudi Arabia, the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict and past or present American

support for Muslim fanatics, including at

one time Osama Bin Laden himself

Nevertheless, D'Souza is definitely

on to something when he points out

that the authentic Christian or Jew in

America has more in common with a

traditional Islamist than meets the eye.

The real credit for this insight goes to

Pope Benedict XVI, who in a series of

dialogues has been proposing a way for

Islam to coexist in peace with America

and the rest ofthe world.

In 2004, well before his elevation

to the papacy, then-Cardinal Ratzinger

observed:

"It has been said that we must not

speakofGod intheEuropean Constitution

because we must not offend Muslims
and the faithfiil of other religions. The
opposite is true. What offends Muslims

and the faithful of other religions is

Faith &
Precedent

DOUGLAS
W. KMIEC
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not talking about God or our Christian

roots, but rather the disdain for God and

the sacred. [This disdain] ... expresses

the arrogance of diminished, reduced

reason, which provokes fundamentalist

reactions."

The pope admires Islam's certainty of

faith, which disavows the kind ofcultural

relativism depicted over and over again

in American media. Such relativism is a

denial of the truth of the human person

as a transcendent being with significant

duties as well as rights.

In this regard, Hollywood is not the

only villain. Millions of abortions and

astronomical rates of divorce are fragic

realities, not merely celluloid fictions.

At the same time, as the pope's lecture

last September in Regensburg, Qermany,

demonstrated, he is uncompromising
in identifying Islam's weakness: an

unwillingness to unambiguously
renounce violence. In this, the pope
might well agree with President Bush that

the violence occurring in Iraq is indeed

part and parcel of the same cause that

lay beneath Sept. 11: namely, from the

Muslim perspective, a desire to suppress

the morally repugnant depictions (or

unfortunate realities) ofAmerica through

a coerced Islamization of society.

President Bush has chosen to meet

force with force. The way forward

charted by the pope is different. Pope
Benedict proposes that America and

the West engage Islam not in rnilitary

battle or even as a theological "clash

of civilizations," but on the common
ground of created humanity.

For America, this includes both

disavowing R-rated porfrayals ofWestern

culture as more interested in vice than

virtue and then acting in a way that

genuinely reaffirms certain truths held

self-evident.

With all the media attention over

so-called "global warming" as evidenced

by Joseph Purello ("The virtuous life

and the call to stewardship of creation,"

Feb. 23), I find it ironic that Milwaukee

is experiencing below-zero temperatures

as indicated in the photo of the statue

of Jesus that appears to be shivering

("Shivering statue?" Feb, 23).

The earth's climate has changed in

a cyclical maimer throughout its history.

To suggest that man is the primary cause

of global warming is ludicrous.

— Holly Demick
Huntersville

WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR

We ask that letters be originals of 250 words

or less, pertain to recent newspaper content or

Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must

include the name, address and daytime phone

number of the writer. Letters may be condensed

due to space limitations and edited for clarity,

style and factual accuracy.

Submitted items become the property of the

newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole or

in part, in print and electronic formats.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The

Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box
37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

cathoIicnews@char1ottediocese.org.
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The Blessing Book
Life and all its everyday gifts are to be

embraced^ treasured

For the

Journey

A friend of mine went through a

crisis when her child experienced an

episode of mental illness. It was a tough

time for the whole family.

She was a longtime friend and a

woman I knew to be a person of abiding

faith, so it wasn't surprising when she

told me one of the things that had helped

her the most during her time of trouble.

She kept a little notebook by her

bedside. It was her "Blessing Book," and

each night before going to bed she would

record the blessings she had been given

that day. She was always able to find gifts

even, and sometimes especially, in the

hardest day.

Her blessing book ended up being a

blessing to me.

Every day carries with many chances

to encounter God and to learn more about

our own life and its purpose. Thejourney
is worthy of reflection, and what better

time to do it than at the end of the day?

For years I've been interested in

the spirituality of St. Ignatius Loyola.

The Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius,

who founded the Jesuit order, have

experienced great popularity in the last

few years.

Many books have been written about

how ordinary people can benefit from the

exercises, learning to be "contemplatives

in action" and "people for others."

One thing Ignatian spirituality

stresses is the idea of an "examen." An
examen is an examination of our day,

often done at the end of the day before

bedtime.

I found the examen a hard concept

to embrace because I thought of it as

an examination of conscience, and that

brought up the idea of sin and guilt. I

have a tough enough time going to sleep

at night without trying to recall all the

things I regretted doing during the day.

My husband's head hits the pillow

and I hear him begin to snore quietly

within seconds. I lie awake for half an

hour replaying the events ofmy day as if

I'm watching a tennis match in my head.

So I shied away from the "examen."

Until a spiritual director explained to

me that the whole idea of an examen

at night wasn't to see where I had gone

wrong during the day. Rather, it was to

see where God had been inmy life during

the day.

Ah— a change of focus. It's not all

about me. It's about God— God present

in every moment ofmy day.

Keeping a

marriage together

EFFIE
CALDAROLA
CNS COLUMNIST

Sometimes in looking at where we
most experienced God we may recognize

a time when we didn't respond to God as

we should have or weren't open to the

Christ we met in others. But mostly we
experience gratitude to God through the

examen and a deeper understanding of

the mystery of faith in our lives.

So now, thanks in part to my friend,

I have a "Blessing Book" and a pen by

my bedside. Some nights I have a lot to

write: the sweetness ofa child's embrace;

the kindness of someone going out of

her way to tell me I've done a good

job; a husband's joke over the phone; a

long-distance call from a child in college

to say he did well on a test; sunshine

glittering on snow.

Sometimes I have to dig a little

deeper for the blessing. What is the gift,

the lesson, in an elderly mother moving

to a new, harder stage ofAlzheimer's?

But my blessing book reminds me
that all is gift. And ifmy fiiend could find

blessings during her struggle, I can too.

Discipleship and the

Stations of the Cross
Lent is a way to pray, renew our
commitment to ]esus

I was fairly well along in years

— about age 60, I guess — when I

received a letter from an elderly nun who
said I would not know her, but that she

remembered seeing me as a young child.

She was writing from Camilla Hall,

the retirement commvmity and assisted-

living facility for the Immaculate Heart

ofMary Sisters in suburban Philadelphia.

What prompted her to write, she said,

was that she had seen my photograph and

name in print occasionally, reminding her

of the days when she was a very yoimg
nun assigned to teach in the parochial

school of the parish where I lived.

The parish church (Immaculate
Conception in the Germantown
section of Philadelphia) was large and

architecturally impressive, she reminded

me. She recalled seeing my mother,

a young widow with two pre-school

toddlers in hand (my older brother and

me), making the Stations of the Cross

there.

Those were the Depression years.

Religious faith was strong in our
neighborhood, but economic insecurity

was widespread. Some neighbors lost

their homes. Others had difficulty paying

bills. Some few had trouble putting food

on the table.

But neighborhood life was positive,

even happy, due in no small measure to

our vibrant Vincentian parish with its

excellent parochial school.

The point this retired sister wanted

to make with me was that she drew

sfrength as a young nun in meeting her

commitment to a religious vocation

by simply seeing my mother make the

Stations of the Cross.

Lent is a time when many renew

their commitment to discipleship by
retracing the Way of the Cross, not in

order to be seen by others — although

there is something to be said for that—
but simply to impress upon themselves

the meaning of discipleship and the

importance of the words, "If anyone

would come after me, he must deny

himself and take up his cross daily and

follow me" (Lk 9:23).

Last summer I gave a youth retreat

to about 75 high school boys and girls in

Bethel, Alaska. We had talks and liturgies

in the parish church, and discussions and

games in the parish hall.

I wanted to encourage the teens to

walk with the Lord in prayer as he made
his Way of the Cross, but I noticed that

the Stations were mounted high on the

side walls of the church, certainly out of

Looking

Around
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reach and practically out of sight of the

youths.

I suggested to the pastor that he

might consider lowering them to a

shoulder-high level where those making

a prayerful walk within the walls of the

church could see the path that Jesus

took, look into the faces of those who
accompanied him, fiiend and foe alike,

and resolve to follow him more closely

on their own walk through life.

In Houston, Texas, on the campus

of the University of St. Thomas there is

a beautifiil chapel with unilsual Stations

of the Cross. They are all indentations or

insets on a side wall.

The figures are, in effect, scooped

out of the wall; only the impressions

remain to guide the devotion of those

who pause to pray.

Lent is in its own devotional way
a pause to pray. I hope mine will be a

pause that renews my commitment to

discipleship.

And that, I think, is something I can

surely say I learned from my mother,

although she never spelled it out in

words.

FATHER EUGENE
HEMRICK

CNS COLUMNIST

Marriage and family life are under

pressure. In the United States, 51 percent

ofwomen reported in 2005 that they live

without a spouse, according to the New
York Times.

Several years ago, working with the

family institute at Jesuit-run Creighton

University, we studied the benefits ofliving

together as a family and learned that:

1. Cohabitation unions tend to be

short-lived, with half of them ending

within a year.

2. Being married tends to make
couples live longer.

3. Stable family life leads to better

education, higher household income and

often a better chance of children entering

into a happy relationship themselves.

4. Accepting the decline of marriage

as inevitable means giving up on far too

many of our children.

Sometimes separation and civil

divorce occur because couples need to

protect their mental, spiritual and/or

physical life; these couples measure a

conclusion that they weren't meant for

each other against the pain of staying

together. Having passed the halfway

mark in broken marriages, however, the

question arises, "Is this an irreversible

trend and if so, what needs to be

accomplished to reverse it?"

Marriage is not only an intimate

relationship with another but requires a

lifetime of adjustment to each other and

especially to the pressures of society

and raising children. To keep marriages

together, couples need to cultivate a new
asceticism that strengthens them in the

practice of making reality checks.

The first reality check is to accept

that they need to work diligently against

new forces that blur the wholesomeness

of marriage. Their entertainment world

has accepted the decline of marriage,

turning infidelity, divorce, separation and

same-sex marriage into entertainment.

Couples need to be aware that ifthey

passively accept this false reality, it can

harm the reality they are striving to live.

A second reality check involves

moving beyond cosmetic, superficial

appearances that the advertising world

exalts to a realization that marriage is

about two unique human beings. It is about

understanding the unique significance of

another very significant person.

The words "I do" in the marriage

ceremony are a beginning — just the

start of knowing what it means to make

this kind of commitment to the other as a

human being.

The love in marriage is beautiful,

no doubt about it. But couples would

do well to keep aware of what marriage

really means and what a spouse is.
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AN INVITATION TO ALL

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL

YOUTH AND COLLEGE-AGE

YOUNG ADULTS

Come join us for a Lenten Spiritual

Pilgrimage at Belmont Abbey College!

Sunday, March 25 2 pm-6pm

"TO KNOW JESUS CHRIST"
200TjSBF "^^F

-I COR 2:2

Bishop Peter Jugis and Abbot Plmd Sokri invite you to join themfor

the Diocesan Youth and Young Adult Lenten Pilgrimage at

Belmont Abbey College (1-85 at exit 26).

Bishop Peter Jugis Abbot Placid Solari Dr. William Thierfelder

T©KNew
jesos eHRisT

You will hear inspirational talks by Bishop Peter Jugis, Bishop, Diocese of Charlotte;

Abbot Placid Solari, Belmont Abbey College; and Dr. William Thierfelder, President, Belmont Abbey College.

Your day also will include:

•Campus tours 'Adoration

• Praise and worship music .
' Pledge to the Holy Spirit

• Eucharistic procession • Vespers with Monks of Belmont Abbey

• Exposition of Blessed Sacrament • Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament

(Bring a bag dinner to eat together at event's conclusion)

Information atwww.GoEucharist.com
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\ credit to their service
'SS receives national

zcreditation

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Clients

Catholic Social Services

'SS) in the Diocese of

larlotte can now be certain

jy are receiving services that

;et best practice standards.

CSS recently received

creditation from the Council

Accreditation (COA), one of

ee national institutions that

aluate how organizations

rve the needs of their clients

d staff.

COA looks at the standards
• every service offered, and

ministration aspects from
cal responsibility to board

vernance, said Elizabeth

urbee, executive director

CSS in the Diocese
Charlotte.

Over the course of a

ar, CSS evaluated every

partment to assess how

See CSS, page 5

Courtesy Photo

Tania Castillero-Hoeller (pictured left), program director for the Latino Family Center in High Point, makes a home visit to a

family in the High Point area. The center is one of the programs of Catholic Social Services in the Diocese of Charlotte, which

recently received accreditation from the Council on Accreditation.

Searching for hope
Church aid officials say influx of Iraqis puts

burden on Jordan

CNS PHOTO BY Debbie Hill

stian Iraqi refugees Nadera Mansbur and her husband, Salah, are seen with their

ghter, Una, 1 9, in their rented apartment in Amman, Jordan, Feb. 1 3. Caritas

an provided mattresses, blankets and also the kerosene heater seen in this

to. The Catholic aid group also gave Una care for a medical problem.

BY JUDITH SUDILOVSKY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

AMMAN, Jordan — The
enormous influx of Iraqis over

the past five years has put a

large burden on Jordan, said

church aid officials trying to

help the refugees.

Though official estimates

put the number ofIraqi refiigees

in Jordan at about 1 million,

Catholic groups working with

the refijgees say that number is

closer to 1.5 milHon.

"Overall the situation is

very difficult," said Ra'ed
Bahou, director ofthe Pontifical

Mission for Palestine in

Amman. "Most of the refugees

are very poor, and this country

does not have the resources" to

deal with the situation.

The arrival of the Iraqi

refugees in this landlocked

nation ofsome 5 million people

See AMMAN, page 8
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Renewed and

reconciled
Lenten messages stress

ties with God, combating

social problems

BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Using

imagery such as "spring

training" and "hunger for

justice," U.S. bishops are

promoting Lent as a way of

strengthening personal ties

with God and grappling with

social problems harming
human dignity.

In separate messages, many
bishops listed social issues for

Lenten action. These included

immigration reform, an end to

the death penalty and helping

children in need ranging fi-om

victims of sex abuse to orphans

of war.

Messages also emphasized

the link between Lent and the

sacrament of reconciliation.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis said

St. Paul's reading fi-om the Ash

See LENT, page 12

Lobbying

for life

Archbishop says vote to

OK cloning ofhuman
embryos regrettable

BY ANNE MARIE COX
AND LISA BOURNE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

DES MOINES, Iowa —
Archbishop Jerome G. Hanus
of Dubuque reacted with "deep

sadness" afl:er the Iowa House of
Representatives Feb. 22 passed

a bill to allow the cloning of

human embryos for research.

See CLONING, page 7

Culture Watch

Pope's writings to be

published; musician's faith

I PAGES 10-11
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own bacl^yard

GETTING IN THEIR KICKS

CNS PHOTO BY Tony Gentile, Reuters

Jose Modolo from the Pontifical Gregorian University shoots during the first match of the Clericus Cup

tournament in Rome Feb. 24. Seminarians from 50 countries studying in Rome were competing in the

new soccer tournament, in which the Pontifical North American College took the first victory March 3.

U.S. seminarians win opening

soccer match amid prayers,

high suspense
ROME (CNS) — The goal was a

bullet into the net, and as his cheering

teammates mobbed Daniel O'Mullane it

seemed like a World Cup celebration.

O'Mullane had just led Pontifical

North American College to a dramatic

first-round victory in the 1 6-team Clericus

Cup, the soccer tournament exclusively

for priests and seminarians in Rome.
The North American College squad

beat the highly touted Pontifical Urbanian

University 4-3 March 3 in a shootout

after regular time ended in a 0-0 tie.

When O'Mullane made the final shot,

pandemonium erupted among the 60 or

so U.S. flag-waving fans who watched

fi-om the sidelines.

"I felt some pressure. I'd never been

in that position before," O'Mullane said

after the match.

The 25-year-old seminarian, a native

ofEngland and a naturalized U.S. citizen,

is co-captain of the North American
College squad, which calls itself the

North American Martyrs.

Urbanian College, an institution

for seminarians fi-om mission countries,

fielded a mostly Afiican team that was
strong and swift, with several experienced

players. But the Martyrs, who had trained

extensively in previous weeks, seemed to

play better as a team.

In the first half the Martyrs had five

shots on goal, including one blast that

bounced off the crossbar, provoking

groans from the college's cheering

section. There were fewer scoring

opportunities in the second half, but

the Martyrs continued to play tough

defense.

As Msgr. James Checchio, rector

of the North American College, paced

nearby, the teams lined up for the

shootout of five kicks each. The first

Martyrs shooter bounced one off the

crossbar Urbanian had the lead briefly,

but one of its players sent a shot sailing

over the net.

Then with the shootout deadlocked

at 2-2, Martyrs goalie Andrew Roza
made a brilliant save, just getting a hand

on a sharp skidding shot. O'Mullane's

winning goal came two kicks later.

Fans could see this was a different

kind of tournament when both teams

huddled for midfield prayers before each

half Martyrs benchwarmers occasionally

spent time reading fi-om the breviary or

"The Shorter Book of Blessings."

A crew from the British Broadcasting

Corp. was there to film the event. The

Clericus Cup, which ends in June, has

already drawn an unexpected amount of

media attention — something Martyrs

players are happy about, in part because

it reveals a different side of seminary

life.

"This soccer tournament is not all

about winning. First and foremost it's

about evangelization," said Josh Waltz, a

seminarian from Bismarck, N.D.

"The overall principle is to show the

world charity through sports — and to

have fun," he said.

At U-N., Vatican official discusses

exploitation of women, girls

1 EO

UNITED NATIONS (CNS) —
When women are considered inferior

beings, they face increased risks of

exploitation, abuse and even death, said

the Vatican's permanent observer at the

United Nations.

"The inferior status bestowed
upon women in certain places and
upon female infants in particular"

makes them particularly vulnerable.

Archbishop Celestino Migliore told

the U.N. Commission on the Status of

Women March 2.

"In some local traditions, they

are thought of as a financial burden

and are thus eliminated even before

birth," he said. "In this way, abortion,

often considered a tool of liberation,

is ironically employed by women
against women."

Those who are allowed to live,

he said, are often treated as a piece of

property to be disposed of as soon as

possible, contributing to a system in

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — Speak the Truth in Love, a

free series of classes addressing the Catholic

Church's teachings on life, love and marriage,

meets at Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97 Haywood
St. Classes will meet the third Saturday of

each month, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. The topic for

March 17 will be "A Lesson in Demography."

For more information, call Nina at (828) 299-

7618 or Helen at (828) 683-9001 or e-mail

geodrc@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— St Basil the Great Ukrainian

Church will have an informational meeting

on the Eastern Rite at Charlotte Catholic

High School, 7702 Pineville-Matthews Rd.,

March 18 at 10 a.m. Mass will follow at

11 a.m. The Mass is open to anyone who
would like to attend. For more information,

please contact Father Deacon Mark Shuey at

mshuey2@nc.rr.com or call (919) 779-7246.

CHARLOTTE — St. Peter Church, 507

S. Tryon St. will have eucharistic adoration

Fridays during Lent following the 7:30 a.m.

Mass until 12 p.m. Benediction will follow

with Mass at 12:10 p.m. and Stations of the

Cross at 12:45 p.m. A sign-up book will

be available in the Church narthex. Call

(803) 517-2600 with questions.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host a

Christian Coffeehouse March 17, 7:30-9:30

p.m. in the Banquet Room of the New Life

Center. Msgr. John McSweeney will speak on

the Trinity. Single and married adults are invited

for an evening of contemporary Christian music,

which marriage is simply a cover for

"sexual exploitation and slave labor." igf

The phenomenon of "mail-order| |tl

brides" is similar, he said.
J, jalc

Any circumstance in which a girl oi|
j

woman is freated as property and given;

or sold is a violation ofher basic rights to

dignity, freedom, health and security, the

archbishop said.

"Raising awareness is a simple

and effective means to combat this|i

phenomenon at the local level," he said

"Rural villages where the search

for employment impels girls to seek

work elsewhere need to know as a,

community how to deal openly with risksLrk

to their young people," said Archbishop
je;

Migliore.

Archbishop Migliore said thai

recognition of the dignity and equality;
;jf(i

of women cannot be achieved withoul

"a fresh appreciation of authentically

feminine values in the heart of oiii

societies."

ifet

If 1

ItdlK

':Cliii

ke

food and fellowship. For more information, cal
j

Kathy Bartlett at (704) 400-2213.

CHARLOTTE — The South Charlotte Cursilk'jb}

movement welcomes all to join us for faitlj
jjfi

fellowship arid food at our Weekend Ultreya k

the family room of St. Matthew Church, 801

J

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., March 18, 12-1>.,

p.m. Lisa Wilson will give an inspirational talk
jf ^

"Practicing Holiness in Everyday Life." There w8j
jj „

be a potluck lunch. Babysitting will be availablj
jj^,

with early reservations. For more information, cal

Paul Mitchell at (704) 841-9441.

CHARLOTTE — Recharge with St. Pet« me

Church's weekday lunchtime spiritualit] wt

program, 12-12:45 p.m. in the St. Peter's Annex 321'

507 S. Tryon St. The program for March 15 wil

be "With Jesus in the Desert: Praying throu^i^i

Darkness into Light. " Bring your lunch, hear i

jfK

short talk on spirituality and participate in a shot; ^,
prayer session— a great way to recharge durini^

^gj^

the workweek. Sessions are free and everyone
ij,^

is invited. For more information, call the churcl|

office at (704) 332-2901.

CHARLOTTE— The St. Matthew Columbiettei "tk

will be awarding a $1, 000 scholarship in memor W).

of Gene Marie Alfaro to a graduating high schoo' to

senior who will pursue a career in the nursin,)
jfj^i

or health care field. The application deadline ini^ij

April 10 and the scholarship will be awarded iiy.

May. For more information, call Diana CongdoLi
fg^^

at (704) 814-0624. f/

GREENSBORO VICARIATE h,

GREENSBORO — All practicing Catholi'feliie

women of Irish birth or descent, or who arM3C-l

the wife of a member of the Ancient Order o! Im !

Hibernians are invited to participate in the Ladled fci

Ancient Order of Hibernians, a social, cultun Si

and charitable group for an ongoing series (i 1(1155

fim and informative activities. LAOH will me(|

March 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the Kloster Center Qikjij

St. Pius X Church, 2210 N. Elm St. Please joii
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ROM THE VATICAN

ardinal: Antichrist tempts Christians to

Diace dialogue above Jesus
VATICANCITY(CNS)— Christians

empted to set aside their belief in Christ

IS the only savior in order to promote

lialogue with others are being tempted

y the Antichrist, retired Italian Cardinal

jiacomo Biffi told Pope Benedict XVI.

Cardinal Biffi, who has been leading

Feb. 25-March 3 retreat for the pope and

op Vatican officials, cited as "prophetic"

warning about the modem guises of

'"Ihe Antichrist presented in the work
tf Vladimir Solovyev, a 19th-century

Russian philosopher.

The cardinal, who wrote the

titroduction to an anthology of Solovyev's

1^' TOtk, said the philosopher's most important

lessage was that Christianity cannot be

educed to a collection ofvalues.

In one of the philosopher's works,

Cardinal Biffi told the pope, "the Antichrist

resents himselfas a pacifist, ecologist and

cumenist. He convokes an ecumerlical

ouncil and seeks the consensus of all

he Christian confessions, conceding

s for refreshments and to learn more about

ur group. Any questions can be directed to

Biilary Driscoll at (336)785-0693.

'^'1 SREENSBORO — St. Pius X Church and
I chool, 22 1 0 N. Elm St., are sponsoring a series of

/orkshops for women called Wisdom of Women.
essions will be held on the first Thursday of

le month, 9:30-11 a.m. in the parish center.

Tie group will be facilitated by parishioner and

fe coach Lucy Wellmaker. The purpose of the

roup is to create a time and a space for women
) better connect with their inner wisdom and

lOve forward on their journey in life. For
,iore information or to register call Lucy (336)

32-1940 or email coachw@lucywellmaker.com.

IICKORY VICARIATE

aiflCKORY — Father Robert Ferris leads a

ectionary Bible Study at St. Aloysius Church, 92

1

econd St., Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the parlor.

Lnyone interested is welcome to attend. This study

repares participants for the following Sunday's

lass by reading and studying the liturgical readings

I )r the next week. For more information on this

Tidy, contact Kathy Succop at (828) 327-2341 or

alscoordinator@charter.net.

nCKORY— St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second
t. NE, is offering a weekly Catholic Scripture

'tudy. Catholic Scripture Study is a program
hose members not only learn the Scriptures,

ut come to a deeper understanding of their faith

1 a setting that builds Christian fellowship,

vening and daytime classes meet at the church,

Wednesdays, 6:45-8:30 p.m., and Thursdays
30-11:15 a.m. For more information, call

nn Miller at (828) 441-2205, or e-mail

ij alscss@charter.net.

ALISBURY VICARIATE

100RESVILLE — St. Therese Church, 217
rawley School Rd., will have a parish mission

-larch 12-14 at 7:30 p.m. Father Fred Pompei
ill present "Who We Are. " focusing on Catholic

ientity. For more information, call the church

ffice at (704) 664-3992.

something to each one. The crowds follow

him, except for tiny groups of Catholics,

Orthodox and Protestants. Chased by the

Antichrist, they tell him, 'You have given

us everything except for the one thing that

interests us, Jesus Christ.'"

Cardinal Biffi said the account

should be taken as a warning.

"Today, in fact, we run the risk of

having a Christianity that puts Jesus

with his cross and resurrection into

parentheses," he said.

The cardinal said that if the church

were to speak about only those values

that it shares with others it would find

great acceptance "on televisions shows,"

but "we would have renounced Christ."

If Christians set aside their beliefthat

salvation comes only through Christ, he

said, they may find dialogue with others

easier, but they will have denied their

obligation to share the Gospel and will

have placed themselves "on the side of

the Antichrist."

MOORESVILLE — A Support Group for
Parents Who Have Lost a Child of any Age
meets the second Monday of each month at

7 p.m. at St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley

School Rd. We draw strength from others'

experience of loss and grief. For more
information, call Joy at (704) 664-3992.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY — A Charismatic Prayer Group
meets Fridays at 3:30 p.m. in the Glenmary
House of St. William Church, 765 Andrews
Rd. join us for praise music, witness, teaching,

prayers and laying on of hands for those in

need. For more details, call Gery Dashner at

(828) 494-2683.

WAYNESVILLE — Adult Education Classes

are held the first three Wednesday evenings

of each month beginning at 6:45 p.m. in the

St. John the Evangelist Church Social Hall,

234 Church St. For more information, call

Charles Luce at (828) 648-7369 or e-mail

luce54@aol.com.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the

Fatima Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Anne Gannon
will speak on "Companions on the Journey"

at the March 14 program. The sacrament of

reconciliation will be offered at 12 p.m. in the

chapel. For more information and to RSVP, call

Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336) 624-1971 or e-mail

kganiel@triad.rr.com. Walk-ins are welcome.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event open to the general public? Deadline

for all submissions for the Diocesan Planner

is 10 days prior to desired publication date

(Fridays). Submit in writing to Karen A.

Evans at kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Episcopal
calenciar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

'I
larch 13 -11 a.m.

^ resbyteral Council meeting

^ atholic Conference Center, Hickory

:i

larch 15 — 5 p.m.

fi espect Life Mass

nmaculate. Conception Church, Hendersonville

IMarch 17— 5 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. John Baptiste de la Salle Church, North

Wilkesboro

IVIarch 18 — 10:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Lexington

Women chip Vatican's glass ceiling

with increased numbers, influence
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — While

the number of women working in the

Roman Curia has steadily increased, with

rare exceptions they have not broken

through to the upper levels.

Six months ago Pope Benedict XVI
said that, leaving aside the ordained

priesthood, women need to "make their

own space" in the church and that the

hierarchy shouldn't stand in their way.

The pope expressed satisfaction that

women today were "very present in the

departments of the Holy See." But he

noted one problem: The power to make
legally binding decisions in the Roman
Curia is linked to holy orders.

That means the top two positions

in each Vatican agency are filled by

cardinals and bishops.

In a 2004 breakthrough, Salesian

Sister Enrica Rosanna was named
an undersecretary of the Vatican

congregation that deals with religious

orders. That's No. 3 in the chain of

command, and it made her the highest-

ranking woman at the Vatican. But it

didn't settle the question of whether she

could exercise the power of governance

in her role.

In general, the presence of women
at the Vatican has increased dramatically

over the last 30 years or so. Since

the beginning of Pope John Paul II's

pontificate in 1978, the percentage of

women employees in the main Roman
Curia offices — Secretariat of State,

congregations and councils — has

approximately doubled, from 1 1 percent

to 21 percent.

But most women are in support staff

Going green

positions and have little decision-making

input. And there are whole sectors of the

Vatican that still have no women: the

tribunal system, for example.

The Vatican's diplomatic corps also

remains all-male and all-iclerical. The
thinking is that these men are not only

diplomats, but personal representatives

of the pope to the local church and

therefore should be ordained.

Among the top curial departments,

the Congregation for Divine Worship and

the Sacraments is the only one with no

women employees.

The agency with the most significant

female presence is the Pontifical Council

for Migrants and Travelers, wherewomen
make up about half the staff and fill some
of the most important positions.

Strangely, women remain a small

minority — about 10 percent — in the

ranks of consultors to Vatican agencies.

These are experts around the world who
advise the congregations or councils on

matters under study, and who generally

come to the Vatican once or twice a year

for meetings.

Some sources noted that while

attention is often given to the men-
women ratio at the Vatican another slow

but significant shift has occurred in the

number of lay employees in the Curia.

Laypeople now represent about

38 percent of employees in major
curial agencies, numbering close to

300 people. Fifty years ago, half of

the 12 Vatican congregations had no

laypeople on their staffs; among the

handful of laity who did work there at

the time, none were women.

A statue ofSt. Patrickholdingashamrock

is seen inside St. Patrick's Church in

Victor, N. Y. Legend says that he used the

shamrock to describe the Trinity to those

he sought to convert.

Hisfeast day is March 1 7.

The 11th annual St. Patrick 'sDay Parade

and "Charlotte Goes Green " festival

will take place in uptown Charlotte

March 1 7. Many local Catholic schools

and organizations typically participate

in the parade. The festival will feature

Irish music, food and culture, among

other attractions.

For more information , visit

www. charlottestpatsday. com.

CNS PHOTO BY Mike Crupi, Catholic Courier

CORRECTION
The March 2, 2007 issue stated that St. Pius X School is in Winston-Salem. St. Pius X School

and Church are in Greensboro. The Catholic News & Herald regrets the error.
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Children raise funds to fight hunger
MINT HILL — Children in Mint

Hill are doing their part to fight hunger.

The fourth-grade faith formation

class at St. Luke Church in Mint
Hill recently raised $75 for Heifer

International, a charitable organization

based in Little Rock, Ark., that works in

50 countries throughout the world.

The charity provides livestock to

the poor, offering a sustainable resource

for individuals, families and villages

to support themselves. Recipients are

required to share some of the offspring

of their animals with their neighbors in

community-building gestures.

During Advent, the class raised

the money to help purchase a "hope

basket" of rabbits, chickens and a flock

of ducks to provide food and income for

a family. The gifts provided by Heifer

International are varied and tailored

to the locale. They include honeybees,

water buffalo, heifers, llamas, goats,

sheep and silkworms, among other food

and income-producing animals.

The third-grade faith formation

class is working toward buying a goat

fi-om World Vision, a Christian relief and

development organization, to help an

impoverished family.

"The children are performing chores

and jobs to earn money to collect this

money," said Martha Hannah, parish

faith formation coordinator.

By the end ofFebruary, the children

had already collected $50 toward their

$120 goal.

Courtesy Photo

Members of the fourth-grade faith formation

class at St. Luke Church in Mint Hill, along with

their teachers Chris. Mann and Robert Blasko,

are pictured Feb. 14 with a catalog for Heifer

International. Children pictured are Devin Way,

Wesley Mullen, Cayman Starnes, Logan McMahan,

Nicole Jarvis and Jenna Marrocco.

Courtesy Photo

Members of the third-grade faith formation class at St. Luke Church in Mint Hill, along with teachers

Jackie Leatherman and Lisa Holiday, are pictured Feb. 14 holding a bag of money they are collecting for

World Vision. Children pictured are Stephen DeLuca, Jessica Leatherman, Jessica Prince, Shelby Hudyma,

Taylor BIythe, Erin Kisiel, Anastasia Saavedra-Bryan and Gabrielle Ventrano.

2007

TO KNOW
JESUS eHRIST

Mark your calendar now
for the third

Diocese of Charlotte

Eucharistic Congress -

Charlotte Convention Center

SEPTEMBER 21 & 22

Visit the Web site

www.GoEucharist.com
often for the latest updated

information about programs and

speakers, as well as opportunities

to volunteer.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

New Pennybym
at Maryfield Cottages

Going Fast.

Pennybyrn at Maryfield cottages let you have it all.

A Pennybym at Maryfield cottage

is a superb choice for those

wanting to secure a full-service

retirement lifestyle and still

experience the feel of a resi-

dential neighborhood.

These charming two-bed-

room, two-bath cottages

range from 1,458 to 1,710

square feet and are available

in three floor plans. Each is

smartly appointed with fully

equipped kitchens, bright, open

interiors, generous storage and

important safety features. Two
of the floor plans feature a

garage and all have an inviting

porch. A range of standard and

upgrade interior options is

available in kitchen and bath

cabinetry, countertops, carpet

and appliances.

With sponsorship by the

Sisters of the Poor Servants of

the Mother of God, Pennybyrn

at Maryfield is the culmination

of 60 years of rich history,

quality service and excellent

reputation. The cottages are

just one component of the new
71 -acre Pennybyrn full-service

retirement community now
under construction on the

Maryfield campus. Scheduled

to open in the Fall, Pennybyrn

at Maryfield will also offer

gracious apartment residences,

superior amenities, unparalleled

services and the provision

of on-site assisted living and

nursing care.

All the Perks in a Private Setting

"A cottage home at Pennybyrn

at Maryfield offers the best of

both worlds," says Pennybyrn

Marketing Director Tricia Pratt.

"You will be just steps away

from all the activities, with

easy access to Pennybyrn at

Maryfield's exceptional wellness

opportunities, gorgeous com-

mons area, elegant dining,

healthcare center and more.

All this, in a beautiful neigh-

borhood. As a resident, you can

trust the reputation, stability

and rich tradition of this faith-

based community."

Only a few cottages remain.

Call today.

Already almost 85% reserved,

Pennybyrn at Maryfield is filling

fast, with only a few more
cottages available.

Call (336) 886-4103 or toll-free

(866) 627-9343 or visit the web at

www.PennybymAtMaryfieId.com.

NPCNH07
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ISS receives national

accreditation

CSS, from page 1

tuned it was to clients' needs.

"Accreditation shows that CSS is

1 agency that makes providing the

ghest possible quality of services a top

iority," said Ann Kilkelly, director of

;velopment for CSS.

COAis an international, independent,

)t-for-profit, child- and family-service

id behavioral health care accrediting

ganization. It views accreditation as

catalyst for change that builds on an

ganization 's strengths and helps it

;hieve better results in all areas.

"The whole process gave the staff

e tools to look at the programs and

;rvices offered in context of best

DID YOU KNOW?
— CSS is one of 1,600 accredited

agencies in the U.S.

— CSS is one of 60 accredited agencies

in North Carolina

— CSS serves about 1 8,000 clients each

year in the Diocese of Charlotte

— CSS serves people of all ages,

religions and races

— CSS services include:

Domestic adoption

International adoption

Pregnancy support

Counseling

Hispanic services

Immigration services

Youth services

Elder ministry

Maniage preparation

Respect life

Natural family planning

Refugee resettlement

Justice and peace education and

advocacy

Economic development

"Accreditation

shows that CSS is an
agency that makes
providing the highest

possible quality

of services a top

priority."

— Ann Kilkelly, CSS

practices to ensure that clients receive the

best service possible," Thurbee said.

As part of the accreditation process,

CSS developed a system to allow clients

to give feedback about their experiences

with CSS.

For one week each quarter, clients

are asked to fill out a survey that is

printed in their native language. The
results are then given to staff and board

members.

"We use this information to make
improvements and changes," Thurbee

said.

In addition, staff members have

had the opportunity to receive outside

recognition for and evaluation of their

work, she said.

CSS is one of very few accredited

agencies in North Carolina that offer so

large a scope of services, Thurbee said.

"We are meeting a standard of

excellence in terms of confidentiality and

outcomes," said Lori Fox, counseling

supervisor for CSS in the Diocese of

Charlotte.

"We're now able to judge the

effectiveness of our work and whether or

not we are meeting our goals," Fox said.

SCNIORS'

SPRING FLING
Sponsored by CSS Elder Ministries

Two dates and locations to choose from!

; Thurs., April 26th - St. Mark, Huntersville

10 am to 4 pm: Closing Mass with Bishop Jugis

Registration deadline: April 18th

Cathfjik Social Services

Diocnc Chariour

Thurs., May 3rd - Catholic Conference Ctr., Hickory

9 am - 3:30 pm: Closing Mass with Fr. Edward Sheridail

Registration deadline: April 19th

Your day will be filled with live entertainment,

fellowship, Mass, lunch with friends, chair massages,

line dancing, crafts, bingo, door prizes and more!

Call Sandra Breakfield (704) 370-3220 or

Sherill Beason (704) 370-3228.

Cost: $12 includes lunch.

Limited space available. Register NOW!

Courtesy Photo

Karen Clanton, a counselor with New Horizons Program for Children and Families, tells stories to children

during a cooking class for guardians enrolled in New Horizons, one of the many services offered by

Catholic Social Services of the Diocese of Charlotte.

The next step for CSS will be

applying for accreditation by the Hague
Convention on Protection ofChildren and

Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry

Adoption.

The Hague convention is an

international treaty created to ensure

that intercountry adoptions are in the

best interests of children and to prevent

abduction, exploitation, sale or trafficking

of children. The United States signed this

treaty in March 1994.

CSS applied for Hague accreditation

in November 2006 and expects to be

accredited by December 2007.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE INFO?

Go online at www.cssnc.org

i
''^ mm
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Photo by Karen A. Evans

Catholic Social Services provides a variety of services to about 1 8,000 clients in western North Carolina,

including pregnancy support and domestic and international adoption.

ce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMAnON SERVICE

1401 Panon Ave.

Asheville, NC
(828) 252-3535

72 Long Shoals Road

Arden, NC
(828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com
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Panelists at ethics meeting discuss

wliat malces iiealtli care Catlioiic
CHICAGO (CNS) — A declining

number ofvowed religious in the hallways

or fewer crucifixes on the walls do not

make Catholic hospitals any less Catholic,

as long as they continue their mission to

serve the least among us, according to

panelists at a conference in Chicago.

Leaders in Catholic health care and

ethics discussed "Catholic Health Care

as Mission" Feb. 28 to open a three-day

conference on "Catholic Health Care

Ethics: The Tradition and Contemporary

Culture" at Loyola University Chicago in

suburban Maywood.
With health care "a multibillion-

dollar business," some might wonder "if

we look a whole lot different than for-

profit hospitals," said Brian Yanofchick,

senior vice president for mission services

at the Catholic Health Association.

"But we still offer a lot of services

that others don't want to touch these days"

because they are not profitable, he added.

"Caring for the poor is an integral

part ofwhat we do, but it creates a lot of

struggles," said Patricia Cassidy, senior

vice president for system development

and strategy at Loyola University

Health System.

"The burden is on us to make sure we
give people an opportunity to understand

what we are about," she said.

Listing the "unmet needs for us today

in Catholic health care," Yanofchick

called for greater efforts to achieve

"trusting relationships" with patients,

employees and other health providers in

thecommunity.

"Every horror story about how
someone was not taken care of was an

issue of trust," he said.

The CHA official also urged Catholic

health providers to work for greater

influence at the national level on issues

such as the uninsured and ethics, while also

working with others in the local community

to provide better care for the poor.

On ethical issues, Cassidy worried

that "technology is zooming ahead of

ethical conversations."

"We are not ready to deal with that

issue," she said, adding that everyone in

Catholic health care needs to know how
to respond when a specific procedure is

not available to a patient because of ethical

concerns and the patient says, "I can go

across the street and get that done."

She also urged a greater advocacy

role for Catholic health care at the

national and regional level and said

everyone in the workforce must be given

"an opportunity to absorb our mission

and to feel it and to live it."

"We are people of such privilege; it's

a God-given gift to be in Catholic health

care," Cassidy said. "We have to put that

face on, and not (look like) the wolf is at

the door."

St. Thomas Aquinas Academy — Arden

A liigli school that offers
Academic Excellence
through Classical Education

Self-Discipline

through Catholic Formation

(828)687-7714
wwiv.stthomasaquuiasacademy.org
St. Thomas Aquinas Academy is a private school, independent of the Charlotte Diocesan school system.

Catholic Social Services

invites you and your golfing fiiends to join us!

4™ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

Monday, March 26 - 11 a.m.

Palisades Country Club - Charlotte

13704 Grand Palisades Parkway

CSS
Catholic Soci2d Services

Diocese of Chariotte

Honoree: Sr. Eileen McLoughlin, MSBT
— former CSS Counseling Supervisor

$125 fee includes cart, box lunch and dinner

Registration or information: 704-370-3232

Freedom from faith?
Court case could open door to legal fight over

faith-based initiative

WASHINGTON (CNS)— In a case

that hinges on procedural questions of

when a taxpayer has the legal standing to

challenge how the administration spends

money appropriated by Congress, the

Supreme Court is being asked to open the

door to legal fights over President George

W. Bush's faith-based initiative.

The only question before the court is

the fairly dry issue of whether taxpayers

have standing under the Establishment

Clause of the Constitution to challenge

actions of the executive branch that are

only indirectly financed through general

appropriations by Congress.

During oral arguments Feb. 28,

Solicitor General Paul Clement argued

that taxpayers only have the legal standing

to challenge how the administration

spends money when the fiends are going

directly to an outside source.

Attorney Andrew Pincus, arguing

on behalf of the Freedom From Religion

Foundation, a group of Wisconsin-

based atheists and agnostics, argued that

because the meetings organized by the

White House were religious in character

it was unconstitutional for them to be

paid for with U.S. government money.

Because the funding came from

Congress and the events were religious

in character, it's fair to expect taxpayers

to have the right to challenge the

expenditures, he said.

The foundation argues that the

administration organized events as part

ofthe White House Office ofFaith-Based

and Community Initiatives to advance

funding for faith-based organizations,

to the detriment of nonreligious

community groups that also were eligible

to participate.

The complaint argued that the

administration's programs to promote

its faith-based and community initiatives

served as "propaganda vehicles for

religion," and that events were little more
than religious meetings.

But a federal district coui-t in

Wisconsin dismissed the lawsuit, saying

the Freedom From Religion Foundation

Retirement isn't

what it used to be.

PLAN accord ing iy.

in
Les Davaz
Financial Advisor

Member, St. Patricia's Cliurch

100 N. Tryon St., Suite 3300

Charlotte, NC 28202

(704) 331-2233 or

(800) 438-0397

http://fc.smithbarney.com/davaz

citigroupj
SmithBarney

© 2006 Citigroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC. Smith

Barney is a division and service mark of Citigroup Global

Markets Inc. and its affiliates and is used and registered

ttiroughout ttie world. CITIGROUP and the Umbrella Device

are trademarks and service marks of Citigroup Inc. or its

affiliates and are used and registered throughout the world.

lacked legal standing, or the right to

appear in court.

The ruling said the Establishment'

Clause claim failed to show that the

activities of the executive branch were

"examples of congressional spending

power," and therefore denied standing

to the foundation. A three-judge panel

of the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals

disagreed, and reinstated the lawsuit. '

"Taxpayers have standing tO'

challenge an executive branch program,

alleged to promote religion, that is

financedby a congressional appropriation;

even if the program was created entirely'

within the executive branch," wrote

Judge Richard Posner. '

The current case at the Supreme'

Court is the federal government's
challenge to that 7th Circuit ruling.

In the oral arguments at the Supreme'

Court, discussion alternated between

analysis of previous court rulings on the

legal standing of taxpayers and often

light-hearted banter among the justices ^

and the attorneys' about exactly whai
sorts of expenditures might constitute

''^

'

sufficient government involvement to

warrant the court's intervention.

In the case of a prayer breakfast in

which the administration is involved, foij

example, said Pincus, "The challenge is tc' F
the discriminatory purchase. It's not about I^J

the prayer breakfast; it's aKout the ides PP'

that the government is purchasing bagels

in a religiously discriminating way."

The court's decision could affec

other efforts by taxpayers to sue oveil

how federal funds are used by thel

administration.

In his decision for the 7th Circuit

Posner wrote that limiting who can sut

the administration in such cases couk

lead to violations of the Establishmen

Clause "because there is so much tha

executive officials could do to promott

religion in ways forbidden by th(

Establishment Clause."

,

A ruling in Hein v. Freedom Fron

Religion Foundation is expected befon

the court adjourns for the summer.

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneraI.com

Steven Kuzima
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus
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Catholics lobby for more

pro-life legislation

CLONING, from page 1

With deep sadness, I regret the

ecent action by the Iowa House and

lenate to change Iowa's law which

aimed human cloning," he said.

The measure, H.R. 287, passed with

52-46 vote. Fifty-one votes were needed

or passage. One Republican apparently

ccidentally voted for the bill.

A week earlier the legislation moved
wiftly through the Senate, passing with a

6-24 vote. The bill moves to Gov. Chet

'ulver's desk. He has said he will sign it.

"In recent weeks and months, I

trove to explain Catholic teaching,"

he archbishop said. "This teaching

3 inspired by Jesus' call to respect

very human being, especially the most

Tilnerable among us. Catholic thought

Iso supports scientific research based on

ound ethical principles.

"Experimentation on nonembryonic

tern cells has produced many medical

Jtierapies which have helped persons

(;

uffering fi-om a wide range of ailments.

K
vet us pray that Iowa tax dollars will be

sed only for these efforts," he said.

"This was a hard-fought battle,"

J
aid Tom Chapman, director of the

I
owa Catholic Conference. "We were

:p against a governor who made it a

jj
op priority to drop the ban on cloning,

J

fei

and leadership in both houses who also

wanted to drop the ban."

Chapman thanked all the people who
were involved in the fight. Many people

lobbied legislators. Others sent e-mails to

their legislators, and supporters packed

the House chamber the night of Ash
Wednesday for a public hearing.

The House vote was preceded

by hours of debate, during which
Republican Rep. Dave Heaton read fi-om

the floor a recent opinion article written

by the archbishop.

At the Feb. 2 1 public hearing, which

lasted three hours. Archbishop Hanus

delivered his testimony in person. It

was his first appearance at a legislative

hearing in almost 10 years.

Although most legislators were not

present, there was a standing-room-only

crowd of people in the balcony. Many
wore pro-life shirts, a sticker encouraging

legislators to vote no on the bill, and

Knights of Columbus pins or emblems.

Archbishop Hanus asked state

lawmakers to preserve life and to

focus state resources on adult stem-cell

research, which has proven results.

"The respect for human life is

fundamental to every other liberty that

we enjoy, every other blessing that comes

to us from God and that is protected by

the rights of our Constitution and our

way of life," he said.

He received applause at the

Stations of
the Cross

Every Friday during Lent

on the campus of

Belmont Abbey College

Meet at the ^

Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes

Take the stairway down the hill behind the Monastery and Basilica

^ For more information please contact

^ Ruth Payne,

BELMONT Abbey Director of Campus Ministry,

^ ^gQLLEGE
^^

704-829-71 96 or email

RuthPayne@bac.edu

www.BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

CNS PHOTO BY bSA Bourne, Catholic Mirror

Archbishop Jerome G. Hanus of Dubuque, Iowa, testifies at a public hearing in the Iowa House chambers on

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 21 ,
opposing a bill that would allow the cloning of human embryos for research.

conclusion of his testimony.

At least three former legislators who
were instrumental in passing the ban on

cloning in 2002 made the trip back to the

Capitol for the public hearing.

Former Democratic Rep. Mark
Tremmel asked what had changed in the

five years since the cloning ban had been

passed that would make the legislators

think the law ought to be changed.

He pointed out that embryonic
stem-cell research was still possible in

the state, that the proposed bill would

legalize human cloning, and that not one

medical treatment had been derived from

embryonic stem-cell research.

Tremmel said his mother suffered

fi-om juvenile' diabetes and his father has

a rare blood cancer.

"We can cure human beings without

cloning human embryos," he said.

"By allowing cloning of embryos for

research, science moves fiarther away fi-om

respect for life," Maggi Nadol, director of

Catholic Social Service's Respect Life

Oflfice, commented on the subject.

"There are many attempts to cover

the fact that life will be sacrificed for

the possible benefit of another. God, the

Author of Life, places equal value on

his creations, including the smallest and

most vulnerable," said Nadol.

Local legislation

In January, the bishops of North

Carolina asked Catholics in their dioceses

to learn more about embryonic stem-cell

research and to join them in defeating

pending legislation that will likely

recommend state fianding.

Both Bishop Peter J. Jugis

of Charlotte and Bishop Michael F.

Burbidge of Raleigh sent joint letters

to all pastors in the state urging them

to acquaint their parishioners with the

Catholic Church's teachings on stem-cell

research, especially those aspects that

violate the church's moral teaching.

The letters were sent with a three-

part document on the teaching on stem-

cell research to be included in parish

bulletins distributed at Masses.

In their letter, the bishops asked their

pastors to help educate and mobilize

Catholics on stem-cell research so they

can "voice their opposition to embryonic

stem-cell research and any proposal to

fiind it using taxpayer dollars."

Over the past two years, the N.C.

General Assembly has been studying

House Bill 632, which would provide

taxpayer funding for embryonic stem-

cell research within North Carolina.

The bishops stated that the voices

of the more than 400,000 Catholics in

North Carolina "can make a difference

on behalf of the unborn."

Contributing to this article was
Kevin E. Murray.

New York Catholic official assails $2.1 billion

stem- cell bill

T

ALBANY, N.Y. (CNS) — The
executive director of the New York State

Catholic Conference urged the state

Legislature Feb. 28 to ban any form

of "taxpayer-financed human cloning"

and to reject Gov. Eliot Spitzer's $2.1

billion Stem Cell and Innovation Fund

as proposed, with its major emphasis on

funding research on human embryonic

stem cells.

"The governor's stem-cell research

proposal is devoid of any moral
consideration whatsoever for the living

human embryos who will be subject to

experimentation and destruction," said

Richard Barnes, executive director of the

conference, which is the public policy

arm of the state's Catholic bishops.

He made the remarks in testimony

before a joint meeting of the Senate

Finance Committee and the Assembly

Ways and Means Committee.

The proposed fund calls for spending

$100 million in New York's public fiinds

next year and $50 million a year for

the next 10 years after that on "stem

cells, other life sciences and emerging

technologies."

In addition, it calls for a $1.5 billion

bond act, subject to voter approval in

2008, for such research.
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Aid officials: Iraqi

influx burdens Jordan

AMMAN, from page 1

— more than half of whom are former

Palestinian refugees — has caused

prices to skyrocket, making the cost of

living for the average Jordanian almost

prohibitive, said Hania Bsharat, assistant

manager of the Extremely Vulnerable

Individuals project of Caritas Jordan, the

local church's charitable aid agency.

"Most Jordanians don't welcome the

Iraqis," she said. "We are a poor country.

We need a solution — resettlement in

Jordan or in a foreign country, and we
hope that they will be allowed to work

and send their children to school. There

is no way they can go back to Iraq."

The only escape routes left open

to Iraqis trying to flee their war-torn

country lead to Syria or Jordan, but the

regulations for entering those countries

fluctuate, sometimes daily, leaving

people bewildered and unsure of how to

proceed, 'aid workers said.

For example, recently the minimum
age for males permitted to enter Jordan

was raised from 35 to 40 for "security

reasons," and Syria also recently imposed

a similar directive.

When they manage to cross into

Jordan, the Iraqis arrive in Amman with

no legal status and no rights, having

escaped from threats of kidnapping,

murder and daily bombings that leave

hundreds of people dead every week.

The refugees lack health care,

employment and educational
opportunities for their children.

TheExtremelyVulnerable Individuals

project, which provides fiinds for health

care, food and humanitarian assistance,

has seen an increase in the number of

people turning to it for help in the past

year; many have chronic diseases that

went unchecked in Iraq.

"Most of the people who come
seeking our help are (also) depressed,"

she said, sitting in the Caritas offices in

downtown Amman. "They don't want

just health care."

The elderly, young mothers with

babies, women in wheelchairs — their

faces all darkened by the same grim

resignation — line the walls in the

reception room as they wait for social

workers to do the initial assessment.

Later, they will sit with one of the

seven caseworkers, who will then visit

their homes to help determine the degree

of need and amount of help Caritas

can provide.

Each caseworker sees about seven

families a day, said Bsharat.

Caritas also runs an informal school

project and a community clinic for the

Iraqi refugees.

"There is too much demand and too

little resources, especially for the chronic

disease cases which need treatment every

month," Bsharat said.

Growing needs

Iraqi refligees also receive treatment,

partially funded by the Pontifical

"Most Jordanians

do not welcome

the Iraqis/'

— Hania Bsharat,

Extremely Vulnerable

Individuals project

Mission, in a hospital administered

by the Comboni Sisters. The refugees

hear about the hospital through word of

mouth, said Sister Kudassti Teklei, the

hospital administrator who is originally

from Eritrea.

Patients are asked to pay a symbolic

amount for their own treatment in order

to maintain their dignity and self-respect,

she said.

"We have many new refugees

coming, and that is part of our mission.

We as Christians can never refuse

anyone," said Sister Tekle.

The hospital and its clinic are also

open to Jordanians and other foreigners

living in Jordan.

Five years ago the hospital had to

expand the building for its outpatient

clinics because ofthe substantial increase

in patients, said Sister Tekle..

"Now more and more refugees

are starting to come with more sick

conditions. They are very depressed and

have hypertension" due to their situation,

she said.

Cathy Breen, a member of the

Catholic Worker Movement in New York

and researcher on Iraqi issues for Voices

for Creative Nonviolence, said the most

basic need of Iraqis in Jordan is to have

their' legal status clarified so they can

work, send their children to school and

be free from fear of deportation.

Currently, she said, one of the

requirements for becoming a legal

resident is to have $100,000 frozen in

the bank— a clear impossibility for the

majority of refiigees who have had to

leave almost all they own in Iraq.

Another, less-publicized problem

facing Iraqi refiigees is the cancellation of

the "S" series passports they were required

to have as a travel document following the

U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003.

Some 1 million Iraqis left the country

with this document, said Breen, but since

their departure it was determined that the

passports were too easily forged, so the

series was made invalid.

In order to receive new documents

to be able to travel abroad, the refiigees

must return lo Iraq, she said, because

Iraqi embassies have not been authorized

to issue the new passports.

This leaves most refiigees stranded,

since returning to Iraq is not a viable

option for them, she said.

lil
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Iraqi teacher Manal Lutef talks to children during class in a special school for Iraqi refugee children i

the Franciscan Sisters of Mary convent in Amman, Jordan, Feb. 14. Nuns at the convent started th

school to help Iraqi children whose education had been interrupted by war.

Confusing regulations keep

Iraqi children away from

Jordan's schools
BY JUDITH SUDILOVSKY

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

AMMAN, Jordan — Like most

things relating to Iraqi refugees in

Jordan, the regulations pertaining to

the schooling of some 600,000 children

are unclear.

Starting in September, Iraqi children

were supposed to be permitted to attend

Jordan's public schools, but the reality is

different.

"We have many children not

attending school," said Ra'ed Bahou,

the Pontifical Mission for Palestine's

regional director for Jordan and Iraq.

According to a Human Rights Watch

report issued last fall, the Jordanian

government does not bar Iraqi children

without residency permits from going

to school, but "its deliberate policy of

misstatements and mixed signals has

left Iraqis without residency permits

confiised and apprehensive about their

children's rights. This has deterred them

from enrolling their children in school

Even Interior Ministry govemmei
officials "were unable or unwilling" 1

specify the government's policy for t\

2006-07 school year in a meeting wii

their representatives, said the Hums
Rights Watch report.

The government officials said tl

approximately 60,000 Iraqi studen

who had attended public school la

year caused "severe overcrowding

classrooms," with up to 50 students in

classroom.

Though some Christian familit

send their children to private Christi.

schools, most cannot afford this optio

Parents find it difficult to keep track <

the ever-changing regulations and a

wary of sending their children to schoc

A number of churches and religioi

orders have stepped in to provide son

sort of informal education classes for tl

children in basic subjects such as Arabi

English and math, said Bahou.

Abbqis \^ qqd Sen 1or LiV lis g

Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^M
reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Mondi-to-mondi rentals widiNO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBCH5WOCO
The on/yfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

fel 3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Father of the flock

Priest finds strong faith amongAmman s

Chaldean Catholic refugees

BY JUDITH SUDILOVSKY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

AMMAN, Jordan — At dusk, a

handful of men and women begin to

trickle into a stone-faced apartment

building in Amman's Jabal Lweibdeh

neighborhood.

At the staircase leading to the entrance

of the building a small sign proclaims

"Chaldean Catholic Vicariate."

The people have come to attend the

Wednesday Sacred Heart devotion and

Mass said by Father Raymond Moussalli,

patriarchal vicar, who was sent by the

Chaldean Catholic Church in Baghdad
five years ago to minister to the burgeoning

Chaldean community in Jordan.

"Orthodox Christians go to (the)

Orthodox church. I am Chaldean. I

want to go to a Chaldean church," said

Maisoun Gerdis, who has been in Jordan

for seven years and regularly attends

the Wednesday services in addition to

Sunday Mass.

Praying her own liturgy strengthens

her, she said.

Father Moussalli is the sole Chaldean

priest permanently assigned to Amman,
although occasionally a priest is sent

from Iraq or Syria to assist him.

The refugee population is always in

transition, and the number of the faithful

under his pastoral care can reach as

high as 10,000 or fall to 8,000, Father

Moussalli said.

Every Wednesday about 20 people

come to the apartment— where a chapel

has been set up in the living room— for the

devotion and Mass, said Father Moussalli.

Once a month he conducts a Bible

study for the community. He describes

the spiritual faith of his flock as strong.

"The people feel their faith and like

to be safe with us," said Father Moussalli.

"But what they really want is (to get) a

visa and go abroad. Here they have no.

house, no work, no studies. It is terrible

... We don't understand the war."

Many Iraqi families have been
separated because of the situation in

their country, he said, and they face great

emotional strain and come to him asking

for material and spiritual help.

"They ask why this is happening to

them," he said. While he can't give them
material help, he tries to "give them
Jesus."

"I answer them that we need to have

patience, that Jesus is with us all our

lives. Maybe this is a temptation from

the devil. We have to be very strong in

our faith," he said.

"The situation here really affects

people. ... I try to visit them in their houses,

but I can't visit them all. I am alone here.

Low cabin prices guaranteed

through March 16th!

Join the Diocese of Charlotte
and Fr. Mo West, Vicar General and Chancellor, for the

ALASKA eRUISE and RETREAT
with a day in Seattle!

August 17-25, 2007

Your 8-day excursion includes:
* Daily Mass; time for spiritual growth and peaceful reflection on the

majestic grandeur of God's creation

* Round trip airfare from Charlotte

* All meals and acconmiodatior\s on Holland America's luxury cruise

ship Oosterdam with stops in Seattle, Juneau, Hubbard Glacier, Sitka,

Ketchikan and Victoria, BC
* One pre-cruise night at hotel in Seattle with city tour and free time
* Airport transfers in Seattle

Price starts at only $2,199 per person for double occupancy and includes

airfare from Charlotte, all ship meals, accommodations, Seattle hotel and city tour,

transfers, port charges and taxes (which may be subject to change).

Early booking fares for choice of cabin categories are guaranteed until March 16th

so call today for a brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704)370-3332 or Corporate

Travel Service (800)727-1999, Ext. 116.

CNS PHOTO BY Debbie Hill

Iraqi refugee Sabria Yousef Nona prays during Mass in tine Clialdean Catholic Vicariate in Amman, Jordan,

Feb. 14. A sole Chaldean priest in Amman looks after the spiritual needs of 8,000-10,000 Catholics,

including many refugees from Iraq.

But they axe very happy a priest comes to

visit," said Father Moussalli.

Since his arrival he has performed

100 marriage ceremonies, 60 baptisms

and 20 funerals, he said.

"Before, many people would send

their dead back to Iraq for burial. Now
it is terrible and not possible," he said,

adding that he expects to be performing

more fianerals and burials in Amman.

T-or a SiAitiHfjfe Training in T-tofiness , .

.

Ave Maria University

Institute for Pastoral Theology

WACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS
FOR FALL 2007
CLASSES IN

Charleston,

P South

P Carolina

Application Deadline:

May 15, 2007

MASTER OF
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

Our Commitment
Theological Education -

Formation of Mind

Spiritual Formation -

Conversion of Heart

Pastoral Orientation -

Prudential Wisdom

Foundational Texts

Sacred Scripture

Catechism of the Catholic Church

Writings of Pope John Paul II

Documents of Vatican II

1 983 Code of Canon Law
Catholic Liturgical Documents

Classics of Catholic Spirituality

Format
One Weekend a Month
August - May
Three-Year Cycle

For an Application or IVIore Information

Toll Free: 866-866-1 1 00
Email: ipt@avemaria.edu
Web: www.ipt.avemaria.edu
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Collection of Pope
'essential writings'

SAN FRANCISCO (CNS) — A
new book to be published in March by

HarperSanFrancisco brings together

what its editors call "the central writings

and speeches" of Pope Benedict XVI.

"The Essential Pope Benedict XVI:

His Central Writings and Speeches" opens

with then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger's

sermon at the funeral of Pope John Paul

II April 18, 2005, and closes with his first

encyclical, "Deus Caritas Est" ("God Is

Love"), dated Dec. 25, 2005.

Edited by John F. Thornton and Susan

B. Varenne, the 464-page hardcover

book will sell in the United States and

in Canada.

Major subject areas in the book
include Christian relations with Islam,

Christian values, birth control and
abortion, sexual misconduct in the

priesthood, the ordination of women,
anti-Semitism and the Catholic Church,

and ecumenism and interfaith dialogue.

"Now that a leading Catholic

theologian has assumed office as pope.

Benedict's

to be published

Photo by CNS

This is the cover of "The Essential Pope Benedict

XVi: His Central Writings and Speeches," edited by

lohn F. Thornton and Susan B. Varenne.

many are eager to get an overview of his

theology," said Cardinal Avery Dulles in

a back cover comment on the book.

"The present selection, drawn largely

fi"om his shorter writings, gives an excellent

sampling. It will provide a first orientation

to beginners and will enable veterans to

supplement their familiarity with this

important thinker," said Cardinal Dulles.

Rome office inundated with requests for JPII

prayer cards, relics

ROME (CNS)—The Rome diocesan

office charged with promoting the

sainthood cause of Pope John Paul II has

exceeded its postage budget because of

increased requests for prayer cards and

relics of the late pope.

"We were getting about 50 requests

a day, but overnight it grew to between

500 and 1,000 requests," an office

spokeswoman said March 2. "We could

not have foreseen this demand."

Franciscan Brother Chris Gaffrey,

who assists the office with English

translations, said the vast majority of

requests in late February and early March
were coming via e-mail from the United

States. CNS had published a story about

the cards and relics Feb. 26 and dozens of

Web sites and blogs ran links to the story.

The prayer cards and relics, a small

piece ofone ofthe white cassocks worn by
Pope John Paul, always will be distributed

free of charge, but without an increase in

donations the office cannot afford to mail

them. Brother Gaffiey said.

Several options for sending donations

can be found on the official Web site

of Pope John Paul's sainthood cause
— www.JohnPaulIIBeafification.org
— which was experiencing interruptions

in service because of the increased traffic

in early March.

TRAVEL WITH OTHER ROMAN CATHOLICS AND
SAVE ON THIS REPOSITIONING CRUISE

22 Days - Tour Italy and Cruise the

Mediterranean, Atlantic, Caribbean
Costa Cruise Lines has to get the new "state-of-the-art" Costa Fortune from Italy to Florida.

Take advantage of this exclusive Your Man' Tours vacation package departing October 27,

2007, You'll spend three nights in Rome with two days of sightseeing including Ancient

Rome; Pantheon & Piazza Navona; Roman Forum; Coliseum; Vatican Museum; Sistine

Chapel; St. Peter's Square and Basilica; Via della Conciliazione & Castle Sant'Angelo and

more! Spend two nights in Tuscany with guided sightseeing visiting Siena; Florence;

Montecatini-Terme; and Pisa (leaning tower). On Friday, November 2, your group will "motor-

coach" to the Italian Riviera to the town of Savona where you'll board your deluxe Italian ship.

Your exciting ports include: Barcelona, Spain; St. Cruz de Tenerife, Canary Islands;

Guadelope, French W. Indies; St. Maarten; Catalina Island, Dominican Republic; and Nassau,

Bahamas. Arrive in Ft. Lauderdale November 17. Prices (per person, double occupancy)

including taxes and port charges start at only $2347. Add $300 for outside and $500 for

balcony cabins. Optional airfare from Charlotte add $1,000.

Space is limited and $100 deposits are now due !

For information, reservations and brochure call 7 days a week

'YOUR MAN' lOmS 1-800-968-7626

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MARCH 18, 2007

March 1 8, Fourth Sunday

of Lent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Joshua 5:9a, 10-12

Psalm 34:2-7

2) 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

3) Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

God helps

us discover

unconditional

love

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Like most others, our family has its

share of psychological and emotional

baggage. A particularly difficult part of it

is in the story of our own prodigal son.

It would have been easier if it had

been only half a chapter long, as it was in

Luke's Gospel. But it's lasted 15 years.

Now that we're almost there, I

realize that a journey to wholeness is like

following switchbacks up a mountain.

In our case it began with a serious

trauma and five people, including the

injured one, ill equipped by our human
weakness to recover quickly. Unlike

Luke's lost son, ours was agonizingly

slow to even begin the return home.

The home front wasn't particularly

3 1

welcoming either. But step by step, bad
and forth, he'd try and we'd try. Eve
with predictable fallbacks and periodi/

failures, we progressed.

Mostly, I think, it was because we al

wanted to so badly. We just didn't hav(

it within our capabilities to make ful

reconciliation happen.

But we all continually sought God'} uJi

help and strength. Through it we'v« iici

grown in understanding; we've leamec ri'i

to love with patience and selflessness 1

we've matured and rediscovered th< Mu

unconditional love at the heart of us.

In the last year something happened

I can't explain it, but without us knowinj nit

how, the slow, arduousjourney broke int( mi (

a trot. Now we find ourselves embracinj id a

in the road.
, eds

The words of Paul explain what hsA jsai

happened for us through the constan D

saving act of Christ: "The old things hav* m
passed away; behold, new things hav^ila

come." sii

We have a new relationship, a nev \

family life, and Paul reminds us too, "All n'.

this is from God." i Ion

It wouldn't have been otherwise.

Questions:

What relationships in your own 11

need reconciliation? What attitudes o|

the loving father in Luke's story of tht

Prodigal Son are required to make i

happen?

Scripture to be Illustrated:

"Your brother was dead and ha;

come to life again" (Lk 15:32).

lira

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 11-17 i
Sunday (Third Sunday of Lent), Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15, 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12, Luke

13:1-9; Monday (Lenten Weekday), 2 Kings 5:1-15, Luke 4:24-30; Tuesday (Lenten Week-

day), Daniel 3:25, 34-43, Matthew 18:21-35; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday), Deuteronomy

4:1, 5-9, Matthew 5:17-19; Thursday (Lenten Weekday), Jeremiah 7:23-38, Luke 11:14-23;

Friday (Lenten Weekday), Hosea 14:2-10, Mark 12:28-34; Saturday (Lenten Weekday, St.

Patrick), Hosea 6:1-6, Luke 18:9-14.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 18-24

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent), Joshua 5:9-12, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21, Luke 15:1-3, 11-32;

Monday (St. Joseph^, 2 Samuel 7:4-5, 12-14, 16, Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22, Luke 2:41-51;

Tuesday (Lenten Weekday), Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12, John 5:1-16; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday),

Isaiah 49:8-15, John 5:17-30; Thursday (Lenten Weekday), Exodus 32:7-14, John 5:31-47;

Friday (Lenten Weekday, St. Torlblo), Wisdom 2:1, 12-22, John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30; Saturday

(Lenten Weekday), Jeremiah 11:18-20, John 7:40-53.

Attention: Homeowners, ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appoinimeni time and keep you wailing all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3wavplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

1
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Fame and faith
Embracing his Catholicfaith changedpop
nusic star 's life

BY LINDA REEVES
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

BOCARATON, Fla.—Fame brought

rugs and the fast life for many pop stars

ecades ago, but for the singer known as

•ion it also came with an emptiness and a

oracious hunger for more.

"I was always seeking," said Dion

•iMucci, now 67 years old and a member
f St. Jude Church in Boca Raton.

"In the '60s, I used to pray, 'God, I

'ant to know the truth. Why am I here?

am open and I am ready,'" he said. "I

ad a powerful religious experience. It

hanged my life and I have never been

le same since."

DiMucci believes that experience has

i^^iven him the secret to peaceful living

id a good life, and he wants to share his

isights with men and teen boys.

So the artist, who was nominated

)r a 2006 Grammy for his latest album,

Bronx in Blue," does so at events in the

aim Beach Diocese, such as a Spiritual

CNS PHOTO COURTESY OF DiON DiMuCCI

Dion DiMucci, star of the 1 950s pop group Dion &

the Belmonts, is pictured in an undated file photo.

DiMucci, a parishioner of St. Jude Church in Boca

Raton, Fla., says his faith has changed his life.

Rally for Men planned for March.

DiMucci tells the story of how he

began to reap great rewards along with

career success when he slowed down and

began to pray and study the teachings of

the church and Christ.

"To know Christ is very freeing and

empowering," he said. "In my case, it has

kept my family together."

DiMucci, a lifelong Catholic from

New York City, began his music career

in the 1950s with Dion & the Belmonts,

racking up hits including "I Wonder Why"
and "A Teenager in Love." He went solo

in the early 1960s, rising to the top with

hits such as "Runaround Sue" and "The

Wanderer." He landed a spot on the album

cover of the Beatles' "Sgt. Pepper's

Lonely Hearts Club Band" in 1967.

Once he embraced his Catholicism,

his love ofthe faith led him into Christian

music and five gospel albums. He was
inducted into the Rock 'n' Roll Hall of

Fame in 1989. Today, he pursues prison

ministry and reaches out to men going

through addiction recovery.

"I love working with men," he said.

"They are in search for truth but coming

to accept it and living by it is a whole

different thing.

"Faith helps you focus, and prayer

is the substance of my life. It is what

keeps me on track. It keeps me hopeful

and centered, and it gives me wisdom,"

he said.

C F C A

Offering hope.

Restoring dignity.

Worldwide.

To learn more
or sponsor

visit our Web site at

www.cfcausa.org

call us toll-free at

(800) 875-6564

A+ rating by the

American Institute of Philanthropy

www.charitywatch.org

Highest rating of four-stars from

Charity Navigator

www.charitynavigator.org

'I realized I could do
something big to help

others in the world'

After hearing a presentation at his church

six years ago about Christian Foundation for

Children and Aging, William J., 13, of New
Hampshire, began sponsoring a boy from

Costa Rica. Soon he and his family spon-

sored another child from Costa Rica, and

orphans from Kenya and Bolivia. "CFCA is

a true blessing to me," he said. "I realized I

could do something big to help others in the

world. I could change the Uves of other people." WiUiam
contributes half of his allowance and also hosts events such

as walk-a-thons to raise money for his sponsored friends.

"Kids can make a difference, too," he said. "I am a regular

13-year-old teenager but I also include helping others in

what I do."

CFCA has served more than 475,000 children and elderly

in developing countries over the last 25 years—empowering

them to make more choices in their Hves, live with dignity

and reach their potential.

You can improve someone's life, too. Your sponsorship

of $30 a month helps your sponsored friend with critical

immediate needs such as nutrition, medical care and cloth-

ing. But it goes much hirther. It also develops self-reliance

through education, skills and livelihood training for fami-

lies, and community involvement.

Founded by Catholic lay people and grounded in Cathohc

social teaching, CFCA works with people of all faiths.

Sponsor a child or aging friend today and help make the

world a better place for all.

Sponsor a child through CFCA. It works.

Movie Capsules
NEW YORK (CNS) — The

following are capsule reviews of movies

recently reviewed by the Office for Film

& Broadcasting of the U.S. Conference

of Catholic Bishops.

"Into Great Silence"

Poetically filmed documentary about a

Carthusian monastery in the French Alps,

which follows the cloistered monks in their

daily (mostly silent and solitary) routines.

German filmmaker Philip Groning's

respectful no-frills approach utilizes

no narration or background music, but

by combining alternately a painterly

formality and a verite intimacy, skillfiilly

captures the textures and rhythms oftheir

highly structured existence, resulting

in a rewarding — and, due to the film's

austerity and nearly three-hour length

— somewhat demanding cinematic and

spiritual experience.

In French and Latin. Subtitles. The
USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting

classification is A-I— general patronage.

Not rated by the Motion Picture

Association ofAmerica.

"Two Weeks"
Heartfelt yet unflinchingly frank

story of a dying mother (the transcendent

Sally Field) and the four adult children

who've come to be with her in her

last days including her eldest son, a

filmmaker (Ben Chaplin), who hopes to

tape her for posterity.

First-time director^ Steve Stockman

accomplishes the near-impossible in

mixing naturalistic tragedy with genuine

laughter .that rises from the human
condition, generating tears from each.

Some rough and crude language

and a graphic depiction of the ravages

of cancer. The USCCB Office for Film

& Broadcasting classification is A-III —
adults. The Motion Picture Association

of America rating is R — restricted.

Under 17 requires accompanying parent

or adult guardian.

"Zodiac"

Solid, well-acted crime story about

the hunt for San Francisco's so-called

Zodiac killer who terrorized the region

beginning in the late 1960's, focusing on

an investigative reporter (Robert Downey
Jr.) and cartoonist (Jake Gyllenhaal) at

the San Francisco Chronicle and two

police detectives (Mark Ruffalo and

Anthony Edwards) whose obsession with

catching the killer wreaks havoc on their

personal lives.

Director David Fincher handles the

murders, horrific though they are, with

admirable restraint and minimal on-

screen gore and though the plot, which

spans a couple of decades, is at times

complex, the nearly three-hour film holds

one's interest.

Rough and crude language and

profanity, brutal — though brief and

non-graphic — shootings and stabbings,

a vulgar gesture, alcohol and drug

use, reference to child molestation and

fleeting images ofpom magazines.

The USCCB Office for Film &,
Broadcasting classification is A-III —
adults. The Motion Picture Association

of America rating is R — restricted.

Under 17 requires accompanying parent

or adult guardian.
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Lenten messages stress ties with

God, combating social problems

LENT, from page 1

Wednesday Mass— "We implore you on

behalfof Christ, be reconciled with God"

(2 Cor 5:20) — offers Catholics a good

theme for Lent.

"Confession refreshes the soul and

renews our relationship with God," said

Bishop Jugis. "It should be a regular

part of our program of spiritual growth

throughout the entire year."

During Lent, he said, many parishes

oflFer additional times for reconciliation

beyond the regular confession schedule,

as well as plan parish penance services.

"I encourage everyone to enter into

the spirit ofreconciliation that the church

asks of us this season, and make plans

to use the sacrament of reconciliation

during Lent," said Bishop Jugis.

Being reconciled to God should

produce the good fruit of works of

charity to benefit our neighbors, said

Bishop Jugis.

"As a sign of our being reconciled to

God, will we comfort the sick? Will we
visit the lonely? Will we be reconciled

with those from whom we are estranged?

Will we be helpfiil to those in need?"

asked the bishop.

"These works will demonstrate that

the heart has been reconciled to God, and

that Jesus has entered front and center

into our life once and for all," he said.

"During this season, may we present

to the Lord a heart renewed with love

for him and love for our neighbor," said

Bishop Jugis.

Washington Archbishop Donald W.
Wuerl accompanied a Lenten pastoral

letter with a major campaign encouraging

Catholics to receive reconciliation.

Bishop William F. Murphy of

Rockville Centre, N.Y., issued a similar

pastoral letter and called on pastors in

all parishes to set up an extra hour each

week during Lent for confessions.

Archbishop Wuerl of Washington

on Jan. 25 made public a Lenten
pastoral letter which said that by using

the sacrament of reconciliation each

Catholic becomes "a witness to God's

wondrous mercy." To encourage greater

use of the sacrament, the archdiocese

also initiated a campaign called "The

Light Is On for You."

The campaign includes a user-

friendly brochure, which offers a guide

on how to go to confession and a wallet-

size card with an act of contrition on

it. The archdiocese was promoting the

initiative in ads on buses and subway

cars. Parishes also were instructed

to make confession available each

Wednesday in Lent starting Feb. 28.

In Rockville Centre, Bishop Murphy
warned that there is a tendency today to

forget about the reality of sin.

"I pray that this will change because

ultimately this constant act of individual

censorship by which we repress the

acknowledgment of sin in our lives and

pretend that 'all is well' will destroy us,"

he wrote.

He reaffirmed the diocese's tradition

of hearing confessions in every parish

from on Monday of Holy Week and

asked pastors to institute, in addition to

regular Saturday afternoon confessions,

another regular hour during the week to

invite people to come and celebrate the

sacrament.

"No Catholic should ever fear

entering the confessional," he said.

Other Lenten messages

Detroit Cardinal Adam J. Maida
likened Lent to "spring training" when
baseball players limber up their bodies

CAMPUS MINISTER
We are currently accepting applications for the position of campus minister

in the Diocese of Richmond for 2007-2008. Positions are available for

priests, religious or laypersons. Pastoral experience and a graduate degree in

theology or a related discipline required. For further information about this

ministry, visit the Web site at www.richmonddiocese.org/cyam and contact

Sr. Diane Guy at 804.359.5661.

Principal - Catholic Elementary School

Chantilly, Virginia

St. Veronica Catholic School, a K through 8th-grade school located in the

Diocese of Arlington, Virginia, is currently seeking a principal starting in

the 2007-2008 school year. St. Veronica is a medium-size parish with a

growing school population. Candidates for principal must be willing to

assume responsibility for the day-to-day administration of the school, as

well as assist in developing long range goals.

For more information about this exciting opportunity and for instructions

on how to apply, please visit the St. Veronica parish website at:

http://www2.stveronica.net/principal.

CNS PHOTO FROM Crosiers

A church window in Minnesota with the Latin

words "Miserere Mei Deus" ("May God Have

Mercy on Me)" depicts symbols associated with

the penitential season prior to Easter.

before the regular season.

"Lent is about learning to stretch

— reaching out toward the God who is

already reaching out toward us," Cardinal

Maida said in a statement in the Feb. 16

issue ofthe archdiocesan newspaper. The
Michigan Catholic.

"Through prayer, fasting and
almsgiving, we also 'stretch' ourselves

by reaching out to our neighbors in

need," he said.

The Diocese of Orange, Calif.,

launched a "Hunger for Justice" campaign

asking Catholics to fast for one day during

the week of March 26 and to send cards

to their elected representatives calling for

comprehensive immigration reform.

"For many of these people
(immigrants), hunger is not a choice.

Their hunger moves them to look for

a better life," said Auxiliary Bishop

Jaime Soto of Orange, in announcing

the campaign Feb. 21 during an Ash
Wednesday Mass homily.

"Together we can hunger and pray

for justice. We are all invited to ask

our elected representatives to work for

an immigration reform that is just and

humane," said Bishop Soto.

Los Angeles Cardinal Roger M.
Mahony asked Catholics to help ease the

pains of "children in special need." These

include victims of "neglect and abuse,

even within the church," said the cardinal

during an Ash Wednesday Mass homily.

He also listed "children without a

father or mother because of their death

while serving in our military," orphans

and refiigees of the fighting in the Darfiir

region of Sudan, victims of forced labor

and human trafficking, and "children

left behind as undocumented parents are

deported to their country of origin."

The cardinal asked Catholics to

Classifieds

F

dedicate prayers and charitable activities

to one of these groups during Lent and

said that his efforts would be aimed al

helping the children of immigrants.

Denver Archbishop Charles Chapul

asked that Lent be a time to reinforce th^ '"1

church's "culture of life," especially itsl
'•^

efforts to abolish the death penalty.

Regarding the death penalty, he

said that "we don't need it. It does not

deter crime."

In a column on Lent appearing iS i^*'

the Feb. 2 1 issue of the Denver Catholic

Register, his archdiocesan newspaper.

Archbishop Chaput called the death

penalty "gravely flawed and unworthy ol

a civilized culture."

San Antonio Archbishop Jose H
Gomez said that the church's emphasis

on forgiveness and reconciliation during

Lent offers society a countersign to "an

emerging culture of revenge" in which

stirring up divisions takes precedence

over dialogue.

"So much of our politics is polarized

and angry," he said in a Feb. 21 pastora)]

letter on Lent.

"Instead oftrying to settle differences

through conversation and compromise,

more and more people are turning to the

legal system, seeking to have judges and

juries punish their adversaries or push

their legal agendas," he said.

Archbishop Gomez criticized

a "terrorist mind-set" that opposes

forgiveness.

"The terrorist instead harbors angei

and bitterness for the wrongs he believes

to have been done to him. He seeks nol

reconciliation but violent revenge, ever:

against the unsuspecting^ innocent,'p_

he said.

Philadelphia Cardinal Justin Rigalij

said Lent is a time to use the "arms oil

Christian penance," defined as pray

fasting and good works.

These "attune us more closely tc

the workings of God's grace in us," h«

said in a Lenten letter to be distributed ir

parishes during the Feb. 24-25 weekend

Archbishop Edwin F. O'Brien o]

the U.S. Archdiocese for the Militar)

Services said that Lent is a special time tc

renew the promises made at baptism

"Prayerfijlly concerned as we are

about the war that engages us across tht

ocean. Lent directs our concern to tht

war within, where the flesh wars agains

the spirit," he said in an Ash Wednesda)

letter.

"May the prayers on our lips —
prayers for peace and for our militar}

peace-seekers — find a hearing in th(

generous heart of our Father in heaven,'

said Archbishop O'Brien.

The military archdiocese include;

all U.S. military personnel an(

their families.

Contributing to this story was Editoi

Kevin E. Murray.

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.



fflGH POINT— Father Patrick Paul

javigan, a retired priest of the Diocese

)f Charlotte, died March 4 at Maryfield

Cursing Home in High Point. He was 8 1

.

Father Gavigan came to the Diocese

)f Charlotte after 16 years as a Trappist

nonk and three years as a diocesan priest

n Teimessee.

Bom March 12, 1925, in Dodgeville,

Vlarch 9, 2007
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A life of service and ministry
Father Patrick Gavigan, retiredpriest ofdiocese, dies at 81

Wis., he decided to become a priest while

in high school and began his studies in a

Maryknoll junior seminary in 1941.

In 1947, he transferred to the Trappist

seminary at Our Lady of the Holy Spirit

Monastery in Conyers, Ga., where he was

ordained a Trappist priest May 3, 1953.

Desiring more active ministry after

almost 16 years as a monk, Father

"When Im gone, who will

receive the gifts GoJ gave me?"

A will is your answer to the question. 60-70%

of Americans die witKout a valid will, if you die witliout

a will, tke laws of tke state you live in will determine

kow your assets are divided including assets to your family.

Witkout a will or otker ckaritakle estate plan, ckaritakle

desires you may kave for your parisk, Catkolic sckool,

agency, diocese or tke diocesan foundation will ke ignored.

Don't let your answer he silence.

mincfcitiofi/
of the

I CaUiollc DIocttsa of Chartotts

To receive thefree booklet "Better Estate Planning" contactJudy Smith, Director ofPlanned Giving,

704-370-3320: 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC28203.jmsmith@charlottediocese.org.

Gavigan transferred to the Diocese of

Nashville in January 1969 and served in

several parishes.

In July 1972, then-Bishop Michael J.

Begley granted Father Gavigan 's request

to serve in the then-6-month-old Diocese

of Charlotte, and he became an assistant

pastor at Our Lady of Grace Church in

Greensboro.

Father Gavigan served as pastor of

St. Mary Church in Shelby and Christ

the King Mission in Kings Mountain

from November 1973 until March 1976.

He then served as pastor of Sacred Heart

Church in Brevard until September 1980,

when he became pastor of Immaculate

Heart of Mary Church in High Point.

In 1985, he became pastor of St.

John the Baptist Church in Tryon until

1989, when he took a sabbatical. He
became pastor of St. Dorothy Church

in Lincolnton in June 1990 and then

parochial vicar of St. Benedict Church in

Greensboro in August 1 99 1

.

In February 1992, Father
Gavigan took early retirement due to

health reasons.

For much of his life. Father Gavigan

maintained an interest in photography,

tennis, swimming and horticulture. He
was fond of travel and occasionally led

tours to shrines in Canada and Europe.

Afiineral Mass was held in Maryfield

Chapel March 9.

Archwe Photo

Father Patrick Gavigan blesses a kindergarten class taught by Martha Moran at St. John the Baptist

Church in Tryon in March 1 987.

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

no ujonder me end up at the same place:

Belmont fibbey College, the 130-ijear-old

'Catholic College ot the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeking?

BELMONT Abbey
College

THAT In All Things God May Bb GioairiED

Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 "All-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Old-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

Why? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our website at

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors Institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?

USJVews
I' America's

Best
Colleges

2006
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Commercializing doubt
Media interpretations

confuse true Christian

message

Over the last couple of years I have

noticed a new tradition that is taking

hold during Lent. Call it the Doubting

Thomas Syndrome, after the apostle

whose skepticism about the Resurrection

was dispelled by Christ.

Thanks in large part to the media

hype engine, our religious holidays have

been co-opted. Take the Nativity of the

Lord, which to save billboard space is

often referred to as "Xmas." It is saturated

with commercial messages that usually

enter our collective consciousness soon

after the Fourth of July fireworks. Credit

card fatigue soon follows.

Except for candy makers, Easter

is a tougher holiday for the world of

commerce. How do you urge people

to excess during Lent? An effort at

wholesale revelry pops up around St.

Patrick Day, but it is short-lived.

The season ofthe Tasting, abstinence

and introspection culminates with a

fairly bloody account of an execution.

Easter Bunny aside, it's tough to dress

up this holiday.

So, instead of selling us computer

gizmos and iPods, what is sold during

Lent is doubt. Two years ago this

commercialization of doubt came fi-om

the National Geographic Society, which

gave us the Gospel of Judas.

This "gospel" was a translation of

a second century gnostic text in which
Judas is Jesus' closest confidant rather

than his betrayer. The translation of the

Gospel of Judas was financed by the

society and heavily promoted with tie-in

books and a TV documentary.

Interesting stuff, but even in the

second century it was characterized

as false. Judas' so-called gospel was
forgotten faster than you can say "Easter

Triduum."

Last year the media whale Sony
Pictures brought us the film "The DaVinci

Code," based on the international

bestseller by U.S. author Dan Brown—
basically a snoozer of a detective story

about whether or not Jesus was married

and had children. The Tom Hanks movie
didn't meet its hype projections, and
by Oscar time it wasn't nominated for

anything because there isn't a category

for biggest dud.

This year the Discovery Channel

stooped to sow the Lenten seeds ofdoubt

with "The Lost Tomb of Jesus." One of

the themes ofthis documentary questions

the divinity of Jesus by suggesting he did

not ascend into heaven.

By using new technology and DNA
studies, the film claims that among 10

ossuaries— burial boxes used in biblical

times to house the bones of the dead
— found in a cave in 1980 are those of

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID HAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

Jesus, his brothers, Mary, another Mary
whom they believe is Mary Magdalene,

and "Judah, son of Jesus."

The fact that in the first century

these names were as common as Smith

and Miller didn't deter "Titanic" director

James Cameron fi-om lending his name
to the project.

Jimbo, I gotta be your iceberg

here. He seems to think that Jesus was
unknown two millennia ago and that his

bones could repose undisturbed beneath

the streets ofJerusalem for centuries. The
fact is, during Jesus' lifetime and after

his death, there were a lot of people who
were pretty uncomfortable with his claim

of divinity. Give those skeptics a little

credit; don't you think they would have

been glad to expose the bones as a way
of proving Jesus a hoax?

The reason skeptics didn't expose

Jesus as a fake is because he wasn't and

isn't. Scholars — with the exception

of James Tabor, chairman of religious

studies at the University of North
Carolina at Charlotte who claims Jesus

is not the Son of God but the child of a

Roman soldier— have said for decades

that these ossuaries are not significant

artifacts.

The bones ofJesus, alongwith the rest

of his body, ascended into heaven. There

is a 2,000-year-old account of this in the

gospels of Matthew and Luke.

Doubt as the apostle Thomas
expressed it isn't a bad thing. When we
ask questions about the divinity of Jesus

and other core issues of our faith, we are

using the free will God gave us.

Thomas was blessed when he saw
for himself that the resurrected Jesus

was as real as the nail holes in his

sacred hands. The apostle's eloquent

response, "My Lord and my God" (John

20:28), transformed him into Thomas the

believer.

Questions about our faith are a

welcome way to grow in understanding

God's great mysteries. Unfortunately,

when the medium of television is

involved, the doubt being created is just

another way to sell soap.

David Mains is director of
communications for the Diocese of
Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains@
charlottediocese. org.

A podcast ofthis column is available

at www.charlottediocese.org.

Lent's challenge to generosity
f

It's not about getting, it's about giving -

Lent has begun, and once again I was
amazed at the turnout at my parish for

Ash Wednesday Mass.

I heard it happened all over town.

Why does this day produce such an

explosion of devotion?

"Well, it's Lent," some might say,

"so of course people are coming." But

at my church, tke numbers on Ash
Wednesday often greatly exceed Holy
Thursday's turnout.

"But some people mistakenly think it's

a holy day ofobligation," say others. Again

at my church the real holy days do not see

the numbers that Ash Wednesday does.

The secretary at my church had a

suggestion: "I think it's because people

come away with something. The ashes

are a symbol they carry with them."

At every Mass we come away with

the Eucharist, however, and isn't that the

greatest gift of all? There may be some
truth to all those ideas, but I think there is

a deeper reason.

As Lent begins we fervently embody
a hope contained in the words of a song:

"This time, change my heart."

Lent brings out the affirmation in all

of us. We want to be better, we want to be

changed, we want to somehow walk this

journey with Christ.

You know the old proverb that says a

journey of a thousand miles begins with

a single step? We desire to take that step

on Ash Wednesday but then sometimes

we veer off the road.

I think that happens because we
forget that Lent is not all about us. We
decide what we are going to "do" for

Lent. We make a lot of promises, some
of them sounding like the retreads of

doomed New Year's resolutions.

Then we reach Holy Week and feel

like we did not really "do" Lent. We have

For the

Joumey

EFFIE
CALDAROLA
CNS COLUMNIST

a vague feeling of disappointment

ourselves and in the spiritual developme
we desired.

This time I wrote in my journal tha

hoped to grow according to God's will

told myself that this would be my pray i

each day — a prayer for generosill

opermess, a willingness to listen for ai

do what God was leading me to.

Yes I did also "give up" something.

'

have a weakness for designer coffee. P
the second year in a row, I am staying hoi

and brewing my less pricey cup ofjoe ai'*'^''

donating the money I save to charity.

It is no big deal, but it is a liti

something. The real deal will be stickii

to my prayer each day, my simple pray'

to open my hands to God's will while al

examining how God's will is happenil'

in my life.

In the book "Fresh Bread," Servl ^J"'

Sister Joyce Rupp challenges us to P^'^

generosity that is particularly appropria

during the Lenten season:

"Give away something material tli j^

you cherish and hold dear. Give it aw;

with no strings attached. Give awS

something nonmaterial that you cher|

^ and hold dear. Give it away with i

strings attached."

Do not expect to "get" anything frcfa

Lent. Just enter Holy Week looking bai mm

at your open hands, ready to receive ai' Ki

ready to give. inon

IGi

our

mini

Global warming: All smoke, no fire

I suppose now that we have abortion,

euthanasia, same-sex marriage, embryonic

stem-cell research, etc., all wrapped
up and under control, we should now
turn our attention and energy to solving

the "burning" issue of global warming
("Winds of change," Feb. 23).

Scientists on all sides of the global

warming controversy have documented

statistics to prove their particular

theories. The very fact that the physical

universe and its complexities exist in

time means that change is constant.

Reason dictates that humans, for

their own survival, should use universal

resources wisely. It is difficult to believe

that emissions from automotive devices

and factories, etc., can radically change

the temperature of our world. But if in fact

there is global warming, this could be a

good thing for humanity— longer periods

for growing food and such.

— Anita Joan Di Piefro

Charlotte

The environment is on the list of

Catholic concerns, but nowhere near

such concerns as abortion and euthanasia.

Global warming is nowhere to be seen in

the Catholic catechism.

It's irresponsible to blame Hurricane

Letters to the Editor »

Ai

'ipeni

Kafrina on global warming ("Winds 'fa

change"). In fact, no major hurricai'pe

touched the U.S. mainland this year.

Scientific analysis of ice cores hallow s

shown the same unmistakable 1,5(

year cycle. It was determined that CC'tlet

changes over a million years do n

correlate with temperature increase

This past year, Greenland has gained ilwdra

mass and Antarctica has been gaining

billion tons per year. »

Sea levels have been rising since t

last ice age, but there is no evidence ^ve c

any acceleration. Data for the last

years indicate warming — but only Ctowi

degrees Celsius for the last 100 yeaiBthi

Very recent data proves that cosrr

radiation from deep space increaslougli

cloud formation, which directly impai'litioi

warming.

Global warming fanatics seem to

coming out of the woodwork as to hi'^ pc

this will desfroy the earth. Does everyo'W lea

forget what the Book of Revelation safpcrto

about the end of the world? The end w
come by God's hands— not man's.

— Kevin Roethl
ft

. Ashevi I),
i

tonf
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.egislation is not enough
mrnesSy dignity will build a
etter nation

lei

When Democrats took control of

Dngress last January, they used the

irst 100" or "first 1,000" theme from

storians of past presidencies and

egresses and, in making it their own,

duced the time fi-ame fi-om "days" to

ours."

They pledged to get a lot done for the

untry in the first 100 legislative hours

1 their watch.

"We will restore civility, integrity

d fiscal responsibility to the House of

jpresentatives," said the new House

)eaker, Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.

"We will make our nation safer

; we will make our economy fairer

we will make health care more
fordable we will broaden college

iportunity we will energize America

achieving energy independence we
ill guarantee a dignified retirement."

No one thought this would be

hieved in 100 hours, but this Congress

d get off to a good legislative start on

e long road to new ways ofdoing things

our country. However, we have to keep

minding ourselves that in the struggle

r justice and equality a lot more than

gislation needs to be accomplished.

As Pope Paul VI wrote in "Call to

Action" ("Octogesima Adveniens"),

"Legislation is necessary, but it is not

sufficient for setting up true relationships

of justice and equality. ... If beyond

legal rules there is no deeper feeling of

respect for and service to others, then

even equality before the law can serve

as an alibi for flagrant discrimination,

continued exploitation and actual

contempt" (23).

It is time now— in the months and

years ahead — to focus national policy

on the dignity of the human person. If

there is "no deeper feeling ofrespect" for

all, then our legislative efforts amount

to an "alibi," an excuse for our societal

failure to right the wrongs and heal the

wounds in our body politic.

If we Catholics live under a

commandment to "love one another,"

as we most certainly do, it should come
as no surprise that we are expected to

respect the dignity of one another, of

each and every other person on the face

of the earth.

One of my Catholic fiiends wrote a

letter offering unsolicited advice to a re-

elected Catholic leader in Congress. He
shared it with me and I offer a paragraph

fi-om that letter here:

Looking

Around

JESUIT FATHER
WILLIAM J.

BYRON
CNS COLUMNIST

"When you speak, avoid talking

about 'justice.' It's too abstract and

seldom connected with the gut. I say

this of course as a long-.time supporter

ofjustice.

"Instead, speak of 'fairness.' It

touches the heart and makes common
sense. Speak about our common journey

to restore 'fairness.' Without 'fairness' in

all our national dealings you might say

we are betraying the values ofour nation.

So keep on talking about fairness. It will

take you a long way forward."

Indeed, a preoccupation with fairness

will carry all of Us a long way forward in

all areas of private and public life. This

takes me back to the notion of human
dignity. Is it fair to ignore the dignity of

another human person at home, school,

work or in the wider reaches of national

life?

Moreover, concern for the dignity

of everyone, fi-iend and foe alike, will

fianction as a control in the quest for

fairness, protecting it fi-om the excesses

ofviolence and contempt. We can build a

better nation simply by being fair.

he hearing impaired and penance
Q. I am almost completely deafand

if^ven 't been to confession in years. If

meone is unable to understand the

test, even with a hearing aid, can that

rson make confession between oneself

id God? (New York)

A. As you know, I'm sure, many
:ople with serious hearing difficulties

are your problem. I presume that,

pending on your age when it became
fficult for you to hear, you may have

J
me speech handicaps as well.

And it's not likely the priest will

ijjiow sign language.

It is important, however, that you
)t let this keep you from the sacrament

penance, at least without considering

tiat I will suggest. I have heard
mdreds of confessions of people with

ese handicaps, and it can be done
ther simply.

Nearly all Catholic churches today

ive confessional rooms that allow

nitents to sit across from the priest. You
ay write a note to the priest informing

m that you are deaf.

If you feel you cannot speak clearly

lough for him to understand you,

31
ention that also.

On the paper write the sins you wish

confess, and ask the priest to write

)ur penance on the same note. When
)u leave, the priest should return the

iper to you. You can destroy it later.

This manner ofconfessing is entirely

propriate and accords with the church's

Jual for this sacrament (Introduction,

\), and the Code of Canon Law,

which, for example, allows even human
interpreters to assist the penitent in

confession if the penitent is not familiar

with the language.

It may be most convenient to take

advantage of a time announced for the

sacrament of reconciliation in your

parish or another church. It may also

help to ask a relative or friend to talk to

your parish priest about your situation so

he can arrange to help you.

One way or another, however, try

not to deprive yourself of the benefits of

this sacrament.

Baptizing children of

unmarried mothers

Q. My 21 -year-old granddaughter,

one of the many unwed mothers, is

raising her 2-year-old daughter alone.

Is it possible for her to have her baby

baptized? What would you advise her

to do?

Also, can she give the baby the

father's name even though they are not

married? (Florida)

A. Children of unmarried mothers

may be baptized. It is done often. As
in any other baptism, however, some
requirements must be met before a priest

could baptize the child as a Catholic.

To summarize these requirements

briefly, the church insists that, apart

from imminent danger of death, a priest

Question

Corner

FATHER JAMES
DIETZEN

CNS COLUMNIST

cannot lawfixlly baptize a child unless he

has solidly founded hope the baby will

be properly raised as a member of the

Catholic faith (Canon 868).

Do the parents or the Catholic parent

practice their faith now by faithfiil prayer,

attendance at Mass, reception of the

sacraments and so on? If this evidence

is lacking, the priest should delay the

baptism imtil he can counsel the parent

and explain why this is being done.

Unless a marriage between the

couple is pending and imminent, I would

strongly advise your granddaughter

to think twice before naming the baby

after the father. They're still young and

much can happen in the coming years or

before they decide finally whether or not

to marry.

Please ask the mother to talk with

her parish priest and ask him to help her.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at Box 3315, Peoria, IL 61612,

or e-mail: jjdietzen@aol. com.

Pope says church

hierarchy was willed

by God to ensure

unity in faith

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
hierarchical structure of the Catholic

Church was willed by God to ensure

unity in faith. Pope Benedict XVI said.

The church "is not a place ofconfusion

or anarchy where each person can do what

he wants at the moment," the pope said

March 7 at his weekly general audience.

The pope's speech marked the

beginning of a new series of audience

talks on the "apostolic fathers," the first

and second generation of church leaders

after the Twelve Apostles.

Pope Benedict began the series by

focusing on St. Clement, the bishop of

Rome at the end of the first century, and

on his letter to the Christian community

in Corinth.

St. Clement wrote the letter to

address "the serious problems" the

Corinthians were experiencing, the

pope said.

Pope Benedict said the letter

is particularly important because it

demonstrates that "the concern of the

church of Rome, which presides in

charity over all the other churches," was

an idea accepted as far back at the first

century.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience March 7.

Dear brothers and sisters,

In our catechesis on the early church,

we now turn to the apostolic fathers.

St. Clement, bishop of Rome and third

successor of Peter, lived in the last years

of the first century. He had met the

apostles personally.

Clement wrote an important letter to

the church in Corinth at a time when the

Christian community was deeply divided.

He encourages them to renew their faith

in the message received from the apostles

and to be reconciled with one another.

In this way, he shows the essential

connection between the content of

the Gospel and the way we live. This

connection is essential to Clement's ideal

for the church, in which the hierarchical

structure is intrinsically ordered to the

service of charity.

Laity and hierarchy are not opposed,

but organically connected in the mystery

of the one body. According to Clement,

not only the church, but also the entire

cosmos reflects God's providential love

and mercy.

Clement concludes his letter by

praising God for this marvelous order.

Let us join him as we beg the Lord to

"make his face shine upon us in goodness

and peace. Amen."
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AN INVITATION TO ALL

MIDDLE AND IflGH SCHOOL

YOUTH AND COLLEGE-AGE

YOUNG ADULTS

Come join us for a Lenten Spiritual

Pilgrimage at Belmont Abbey College!

Sunday, March 25 2 pm-6 pm

"TO KNOW JESUS CHRIST"
2007

-I COR 2:2

Bishop Peter hgis and Abhot Placid Solari invite you to join them for

the Diocesan Youth and Young Adult Lenten Pilgrimage at

Belmont Abbey College (I-S5 at exit 26). .

Abbot Placid Solari Dr. William Thierfelder

T© KNOW
JESUS eHRIST

You will hear inspirational talks by Bishop Peter Jugis, Bishop, Diocese of Charlotte;

Abbot Placid Solari, Belmont Abbey College; and Dr. William Thierfelder, President, Belmont Abbey College.

Your day also will include:

» Campus tours • Adoration

» Praise and worship music • Pledge to the Holy Spirit

• Eucharistic procession • Vespers with Monks of Belmont Abbey

• Exposition of Blessed Sacrament • Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament

(Bring a bag dinner to eat together at event's conclusion)

Information at www.GoEucharist.com
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From waste

to miracles

Vlore federal funding

irged for umbilical

ord-hlood collection

BY AGOSTINO BONO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON—Lackof
ederalfundingcouldjeopardize

tierapeutic advances made in

ising umbilical cord blood for

uring diseases, said Richard

)oerflinger, deputy director of

be U.S. bishops' Secretariat

or Pro-Life Activities.

Doerflinger told Catholic

Jews Service that the bishops

upported the 2005 law which

uthorized fimds for collecting

nd storing cord blood and
or the establishment of a

Jational Cord Blood Inventory

v^hich would enable doctors to

latch patients with compatible

lonors through a centralized

oraputer data bank.

Although the 2005 law

uthorizes $15 million per

ear from 2007 through 2010,

See CORD BLOOD, page?

NEWS rHERALD
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A Mass for all people

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Father Ed Sheridan, pastor, gives his homily during the annual Developmental Disabilities Awareness Sunday Mass

at St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte March 1 1

.

A plan for peace
Catholic groups join call to bring peace to Iraq

CNS PHOTO BY Au Jarekii, Reuters

athollcs offer prayers for peace in Iraq during a special Mass in Amman,
iordan, Jan. 23. The church is the first point of reference for Christian Iraqi

efugees when they arrive in Jordan. In a March 7 statement, 35 prominent

eligious and social justice organizations asked for support from members

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON— A new
consortium of organizations—
including several with Catholic

roots — have proposed a

$590 million plan to bring

"proven strategies of peace-

building, humanitarian relief

and responsible economic
development" to Iraq.

"Two-and-a-half days
worth of funding the miUtary

could get you all of this for a

year. Not bad, huh?" said Sister

Simone Campbell, a Sister of

Social Service who is head of

Network, the Catholic social-

justice lobby which is one of

the backers of the proposal.

The plan would include:

— $290 million to respond

to the needs of an estimated

See PEACE, page 9
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Iraq War

Chaplain urges

troop support
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Archbishop opposes moves

to 'bleach out God' from

public life
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Mass reveals the

abilities of the disabled

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Brian

Johnson performed a song he

co-wrote and accompanied
the Joy Class of Providence

United Methodist Church. Beth

Kennedy read from Exodus
and Corinthians.

Kennedy, Johnson and the

Joy Class were among theyoung

people with mental or physical^

disabilities who participated in

the Mass at St. Gabriel Church

in Charlotte March 11 as part

of Developmental Disabilities

Awareness Sabbath/Sunday.

DevelopmentalDisabilities

Awareness Sabbath/Sunday
provides an opportunity
for religious organizations

to recognize the needs and

abilities of people with

mental retardation and other

developmental disabilities and

their families.

The Mass was coordinated

by St. Gabriel Church

See DISABLED, page 5

A journey

of faith
Tens of thousands

prepare to enter church

at Easter

BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — In

dioceses across the countiy at

the beginning of Lent, tens of

thousands of Americans began

the final stages of their journey

toward baptism or entering

into full communion with the

See RCIA, page 6

Perspectives

Post-abortion trauma;

Stations of the Cross
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In Brief
Current and upcomina topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

UBOR OF LOVE

CNS PHOTO BY Dan McWioiahs, East Tennessee Cathouc

John Irwin (right) of Fanragut, Tenn., stands outside his local groeery store with his pastor, Father

John DowTing of St. John Neumann Church. Irwin is a 74-year-old retired engineer who in spring

2005 took a job stocking shelves and unloading trucks at the store until he could earn $25,000,

his pledge toward the building fund for the Fan-agut parish's new $7.4 million church.

Retiree, 74, returns to work,

donates earnings to church fund
FARRAGUT, Term. (CNS) — An

east Tennessee retiree has returned to

work— stocking shelves and unloading

trucks at a supermaiket — as part of a

three-year pledge to help his parish build

a new church.

John Irwin, 74, of St. John Neumann
Church in Farragut, retired from his

engineering career two decades ago but

returned to the workforce in spring 2005

at his local supermarket. The store keeps

him busy 35 hours a week.

He is more than halfway toward

completing a promise to his pastor.

Father John Dowling.

"I told Father Dowling that I would

work for three years, and he could have

whatever I make," Irwin said. "After taxes

it'll be somefliing a little over $25,000. It's

about $700 a month that I give."

In February, Irwin made the 21st of

his planned 36 monthly contributions to

the parish's Growing in Faith Together

campaign, which is funding the $7.4

million building project.

FatherDowling said he was "as close

as I've ever been to feeling guilty" over

receiving a contribution when he learned

of Irwin's labor of love.

"It was just amazing. Many people

in and outside of our parish have given

tremendous amoimts of time, talent and

treasure to make the building of our

church possible and also our new great

room, kitchen, office space and various

other multipurpose rooms," said the

priest.

"But his sacrificial gift is something

I think a lot of people would be in awe
of," he said.

Irwin lives on his retirement savings

and could not afford to withdraw some

of the money to make the donation

he desired to the parish's funding

campaign.

"So I prayed about it, and I went in

to the store one day, and here's this big

sign: 'Help Wanted.' I thought, 'Maybe

that sign is a sign.'"

His hiring may have been one of the

quickest in the store's history.

"They had me start to go through

their application. I've had the good
fortune to have a lot of education, and

I got about halfway through and they

said, 'You're fine.' I never did fill out the

whole application." said Irwin.

Irwin does not consider his job a

tremendous sacrifice since he had been

retired 20 years at the time he started.

"It's good exercise, and it's a lot

more physically demanding than I

thought it would be, but that's a plus

side— I don't have to belong to the gym
anymore," he said.

St. John Neumarm Church broke

ground for its new church Sept. 24, 2006.

Foundation work is nearly finished on the

new building and the project is on track

for completion by the end of this year.

English- Speaking liturgists design

multimedia education project

ROME (CNS) — Although a new
translation of the Mass is a couple years

away from parish use, a group of liturgy

specialists is designing a multimedia

package to help Catholics prepare.

Msgr. James P. Moroney, executive

director of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops' Secretariat for the

Liturgy, said the liturgy offices of other

English-speaking bishops' conferences

will be invited to participate in the

education project, which could be ready

by late 2008.

He said the project flowed from

discussions about how little was done to

preparepeople for theMass in English after

the Second Vatican Council; many people

felt efforts to get the original English

Mass into use were "very hurried."

As the International Commission on

English in the Liturgy (ICEL) continues

to prepare new English translations

of the Mass prayers and as bishops'

conferences await Vatican permission to

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ARDEN— The St. MartinDePorres Dominican

Laity Chapter meets the fourth Monday ofevery

month at 7 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas Academy,

, 564 Long Shoals'Rd. Inquirers are welcome. For

more information contact Joe Kraft at (828) 648-

1036 orjebkraft@juno.com.

HENDERSONVILLE — The St Francis of

the Hills Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan

Order meets the fourth Sunday of each month,

2:30-4:30 p.m., at Immaculate Conception

Church, 208 7th Ave. West. Visitors and

inquirers are welcome. For more information,

contact Joanita Nellenbach, SFO, (828) 627-

9209 orjnell@dnet.net.

BOONE VICARIATE

NORTH WILKESBORO — A Catholic

Scripture Study group meets at St. John Baptiste

de La Salle Church, 275 CC Wright School Rd.

Visit www.catholicscripturestudy.com for more

information. Classes meet Wednesdays, 12-1:30

p.m. and 6:45-8:15 p.m. Please call Rob Hicks

at (336) 957-7193 for more information or ifyou

plan to attend.

SPRUCE PINE — A Rosary of Intercession

for Priests is recited each Friday at St. Lucien

Church, 695 Summit St., before the 9 a.m.

Mass. Prayers are offered for bishops, priests

and deacons, and for an increase in vocations to

the priesthood. For more information, call the

church office at (828) 765-2224.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host a

use the translations they have approved, i

the group met in Rome in late February to

continue outlining what members believe

an education package should include.

The participants decided to produce

a DVD, which would include the history

of the liturgy, liturgical spirituality and

language and how to preside at the liturgy.

"Ministry guides" and bulletin inserts
j

,'

also would be part of the package they

hope would get "massive distribution

in the English-speaking world," Msgr.

Moroney said.

He said the materials would include

suggestions "to help priests effectively

proclaim the (new) texts, but a discussion

about translations is only a very small

part of the project."

Msgr. Moroney said the group was

not convoked by the Vatican or by the

ICEL, although ICEL chairman Bishop
|y|

Arthur Roche of Leeds, England, and its

executive director, Msgr. Bruce Harbert,

are involved.

seen

ofth

Christian Coffeehouse March 17, 7:30-9:30 p.i

in the Banquet Room of the New Life Centd

Msgr. John McSweeney will speak on the Trinity;

Single and married adults are invited for _

evening of contemporary Christian music, fooiS ^\

and fellowship. For more information, call Katl

Bartlett at (704) 400-2213.
% eon

CHARLOTTE — St. Basil the Great Ukrainidt. T
Church will have an informational meeting on tlfc

Eastern Rite at Charlotte Catholic High SchooJ

7702 Pineville-Matthews Rd., NJarch 18 at «
a.m. Mass will follow at 11 a.m. The Mass is op^
to anyone who would like to attend. For mon
information, please contact Father Deacon Mad
Shuey at mshuey2@nc.rr.com or call (919) 77^'

7246.

LifeC

ifon

Fdiu

CHARLOTTE — The South Charlotte Cursilk

movement welcomes all to join us for faith

fellowship, and food at our Weekend Ultreya i

the family room of St. Matthew Church, 80 li

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., March 18, 12

p.m. Lisa Wilson will give an inspirational talk ai

"Practicing Holiness in Everyday Life." There wiS

be a potluck lunch. Babysitting will be availabl

.

with early reservations. For more information, c^ 1*'

Paul Mitchell at (704) 84 1-944 1

.

last

Keds

CHARLOTTE — Father Peter Pham, priest ii

residence at St. Joseph Vietnamese Church, wil

celebrate Mass in Vietnamesefor theLenten seasm

at Our Lady of the Assumption Church, 420'

Shamrock Dr., March 25 at 1 p.m. Reconciliatioi

will be offered at 12:30 p.m. For more informatiot

call the church office at (704) 535-9965.

CHARLOTTE— Father Fred Pompei will preseil

m
ml In

Contac

ad lot

a Parish Mission at St. Thomas Aquinas Churd
t7p.m.Theretre8 T1400 Suther Rd., March 1 9-2 1 at / p

mission will focus on our Catholic Identity, whj

the soul, heart and imiqueness of being a CathoU

Christian is. For more information, call the churd

office at (704) 549-1607. I

CHARLOTTE— St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryf

St. will hme Eucharistic Adoration Fridays duria

'» too,
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican official says Catholics must
repent for not sharing good news

VATICANCITY(CNS)— Catholics,

and Catholic communicators must ask

forgiveness for the times they have failed

to share God's love and compassion, said

U.S. Archbishop John P. Foley March 5.

"Certainly, it is necessary to identify

the evils in society and warn people

against them, but our major effort should

be in proclaiming the knowledge and love

of our merciful savior, Jesus Christ," said

the archbishop, president ofthe Pontifical

Council for Social Communications.

Archbishop Foley asked council

members to examine the ways they have

failed to use modem media to spread

the good news as well as ways they may
have contributed to a public view of the

church as a body that speaks mainly to

condemn.

The archbishop said Pope Benedict

XVI "has justly counseled us not to be

seen as always saying 'no,' but to reflect

and to be seen to reflect— in our use

of the media the mercy and compassion

Lent following the 7:30 a.m. Mass until 12 p.m.

Benediction will follow with Mass at 12:10 p.m.

and Stations of the Cross at 12:45 p.m. A sign-up

.book will be available in the Church narthex. Call

803) 517-2600 with questions.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — The Reemployment Support

Group of St. Paul the Apostle Church will meet

March 22, 7:30-9 p.m., in Room 8 of the Parish

Life Center, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. If you are

currently out of work or looking to make a career

change, join us for encouragement, support and

informative topics to help you in your job search.

For more information, call Colleen Assal at (336)

294-4696, ext. 226.

GREENSBORO— If you have a special need for

prayers, or would like to offer your time in prayer

for others' needs, please call the Prayer Chain

it Our Lady of Grace Church. The Prayer Chain

s a sizable group committed to praying for your

leeds and the needs of your family and friends on

1 daily basis. To request a prayer or to participate

n the Prayer Chain, call the church office at (336)

274-6520, ext. 10 and leave your name, address

ind phone number.

3U1LFORD COUNTY — The Ancient Order of
Hibernians Guilford County Division, the oldest

ind largest order of Irish Catholic men, is looking

for more Irish Catholic men to join them for

.neetings, educational seminars and social events.

Zontact Michael Slane at (336) 665-9264 for time

ind location.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
SALISBURY — Elizabeth Ministry is a peer

ninistry comprised of Sacred Heart Church
parishioners who have lost babies before or shortly

ifter birth. Confidential peer ministry, information

ind spiritual materials are offered at no cost

)r obligation to anyone who has experienced

r^iscarriage, stillbirth or the death of a newborn,

or details, call Renee Washington at (704) 637-

!472 or Sharon Burges at (704) 633-0591

.

of Jesus Christ."

The good news and the good deeds

undertaken by the church out of love

for God and for other people need to be

shared every bit as much as the church

warnings about evil, he said.

The media are used successfiilly "to

sell soap and automobiles and clothing

and vacation experiences," he said.

But Christians, "who have the

responsibility to proclaim the most
important message in the history of

the human race, have often lacked the

imagination and the dedication to use the

media well in making known the good

news of Jesus Christ," the archbishop said.

Archbishop Foley prayed that

Christian communicators would renew

their commitment not only to share

the good news of Christ through their

programs and publications, "but may we
also be perceived as being loving and

merciful, following his example and,

indeed, his mandate."

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY — Rev. Gary Litchfield, pastor of

Andrews Presbyterian Church, will lead the

reflection for the Ecumenical Lenten Service at

St. William Church, 765 Andrews Rd., March

21, 12-12:30 p.m. Rev. James Johnson, rector

of Episcopal Church of the Messiah, will lead

the reflection March 28. This series is designed

to strengthen ecumenical bonds within the

community. For more information, call Joan

Kennedy at (828) 837-8519.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1 : 15 p.m., at the Fatima

Chapel, 21 1 W. Third St. Rick Appel will speak

on "Spirituality of Henri Nouwen: Return ofthe

Prodigal Son" at the March 21 program. The
sacrament of reconciliation will be offered at

12 p.m. in the chapel. For more information and

to RSVP, call Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336) 624-

1971 or e-mail kganiel@triad.rr.com. Waik-ins

are welcome.

CLEMMONS — Holy Family Church, 4820

Kinnamon Rd., has Eucharistic Adoration each

Thursday, 9:30 a.m. - 9 p.m. For more details,

call Donna at (336)940-2558 or Carole at (336)

766-4530.

CLEMMONS — A Charismatic Prayer Group
meets Mondays at 7:15 p.m. in the eucharistic

chapel ofHoly Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon
Rd. Join us for praise music, witness, teaching,

prayers and petition. For more details, call Jim

Passero at (336) 998-7503.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays)..

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

calendar thefollowing events:

March 17— 5 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. John Baptiste de la Salle Church,

North Wilkesboro

March 18— 10:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Lexington

March 24— 5 p.m.

Boy Scout Camporee Mass

Clear Creek Scout Camp, Midland

March 25— 2 p.m.

Youth Pilgrimage

Belmont Abbey College

Pope, Russian president discuss

Catholic-Orthodox relations

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI and Russian President

Vladimir Putin spent 25 minutes
speaking privately March 13, discussing

Catholic-Orthodox relations and ways to

strengthen the relationship between the

Vatican and the Russian government.

A Vatican statement said the pope's

meeting with Putin and the meeting held

simultaneously by Cardinal Tarcisio

Bertone, the Vatican secretary of state,

and Sergei Lavrov, the Russian foreign

minister, "took place in a very positive

atmosphere."

While officials of the Russian

Orthodox Church continue to insist

relations have not improved enough to

permit a meeting between Pope Benedict

and Patriarch Alexy II of Moscow, the

Vatican's nuncio in Russia said there are

signs of progress, especially in relations

between bishops of the two churches.

Archbishop Antonio Mennini, the

nuncio, told Vatican Radio March 10 that

a Russian Catholic-Orthodox commission

has been working to investigate and resolve

conflicts and tensions, usually involving

Orthodox claims that Catholics have been

trying to proselytize Orthodox believers.

The work is going well, the

archbishop said, and the members are

working in "an optimum climate of

friendship and understanding."

Archbishop Mennini said the Vatican

hoped a meeting between the pope
and patriarch could be organized soon,

"because it would be a very important

thing, notjust for the Christian world, but

also precisely for safeguarding conmion

values" in Europe.

The Vatican statement about
the March 13 meetings said the two
delegations expressed a desire to

further develop their official relations,

particularly through cultural exchanges.

Putin presented Pope Benedict with

a 1663 lithograph of St. Peter's Square

featuring a third arm ofits colonnade. The
pope told Putin the third set of columns

was never built and an aide explained

that the Vatican ran out ofmoney before

it could be erected.

Putin gave Pope Benedict an icon of

St. Nicholas of Myra, explaining that it

was made in 2006 strictly following the

traditional Russian method ofpainting on

a gold-covered piece of wood.

Cardinal Bertone presented the

Russian delegation with a first-edition

copy of the Compendium of the Social

Doctrine of the Church in Russian.

In addition to Catholic-Orthodox

relations, the Vatican said, the Pope
Benedict and Putin also discussed

international affairs, particularly

regarding tensions in the Middle East as

well as"the problems of extremism and

intolerance, which are serious threats to

civil coexistence among nations."

The pope and the president, the

statement said, emphasized their beliefin

"the need to preserve peace and promote

the negotiated and peaceful resolution of

conflicts."

A ministry of love

CNS FHDiD BT Anto Annm

WARANGAL, India (CNS)— An HIV-positive wife feeds her dying husband at the Catholic AIDS

hospice Karunalayam (Home of Love) near Warangal, India, Feb. 7 as Sister Bessy Sebastian,

a Missionary of Mary Mediatrix, looks on. The Warangal Diocese's home-based care program is

supported by Catholic Relief Services, the U.S. bishops' intemational relief and aid agency.
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Resist moves to 'bleach out God' from public life,

archbishop says
BY MARK ZIMMERMANN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — America must

"look again at the place of religion and

Gospel values in our efforts to build the

common good," Washington Archbishop

Donald W. Wuerl said March 8 in a talk

for the Presidential Leadership Lecture

Series sponsored by Moimt St. Mary's

University.

The lecture series, held at the

University Club ofWashington, explores

the concept of leadership in today's

society.

Speaking on "Religious Faith and

American Political Life" to a luncheon

crowd that included Mount St. Mary's

officials, alumni and guests, Archbishop

Wuerl expressed concern about the

"current effort to bleach out God from

our public life."

He noted that "until very recently in

our public civil life, mention ofGod was
taken for granted and prayer inspired by
belief in God was a routine part ofpublic,

government-sponsored programs and
activities." Now, he said, many consider

such things unacceptable, and that poses

a great risk for society.

"Without some transcendent
reference point that binds all of us, moral

value is reduced to personal opinion and

a simple majority of voters," he said.

"Without a value system rooted in

morality and ethical integrity, there is

the very real danger that human choices

will be motivated solely by personal

convenience and gain," he added. "Law
can become a matter of might, who has

more power, rather than right, what we
know we ought to do."

The Washington archbishop said

it should be seen as a "blessing, rather

than a cause for concern," that moral

principles are "proclaimed by the

religious faith of the majority of people

in the country."

"To speak out against racial

discrimination, social injustice or threats

to the dignity of human life is not to

force values upon our society but rather

to call it to its own, long-accepted moral

principles and commitment to defend

basic human rights," he said.

Archbishop Wuerl said the belief

that "we are a free people who recognize

the sovereignty of God and God's law

in our personal and societal life ... has

long been a cornerstone of the American
experience."

The Mayflower Compact in 1620

recognized that freedom in the new land

would be guided by "the law of God
and the common good," the archbishop

said. Documents such as the Declaration

of Independence in 1776 and the U.S.

Constitution in 1787 reflected a similar

understanding, he added.

"One is struck," he said, "by
how comfortable the framers of the

foundational documents for the United

States were with the recognition of their

relationship with God as an integral part

of their personal and political experience

and the existence and role of a natural

moral order that necessarily made an

impact on and was normative for civil

law."

Today, the archbishop said, society

faces a challenge from secularism that

tries to divorce faith from public life.

That view, increasingly promoted by the

media, is artificial and wrong, he said.

Secular humanism carmot provide

the "moral guidance we as society so

desperately need," the archbishop said.

He also noted that science and technology

can enable people to accomplish great

things but carmot help people answer

questions like "Is what we can do always

what we ought to do?"

He said popes and bishops have
written important documents on questions

of war and peace, economic justice and

the rights of workers, and the church

likewise today has important insights

to offer on issues such as "embryonic

stem-cell research, partial-birth abortion,

physician-assisted suicide and migration

involving Asian, Pacific Rim and Latin

American people."

Archbishop Wuerl called on people

of faith and on religioiis institutions to

reclaim their place in the public square.

On questions of medical and
bioethical decisions, for example, there

is a need "for a clearer articulation of

the rationale of our moral and ethical

positions," he said. "We need to be able

to communicate not only at the level of

scientific journal and intellectual elite,

but also at the level of the masses, the

participants in the consumer society."

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^B
reputation of over 1 8 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Mondi-to-mondi rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOTSWOOD
at Irviwg JPark

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park,

s=d! 3504 FUnt Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl of Washington celebrates the Eucharist at the Basilica ofthe Nation;

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington during his 2006 installation. America must

"look again at the place of religion and Gospel values in our efforts to build," Archbishop Wuerl

said in a March 8 lecture in Washington.

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES
1st Holy CommurHOT Celetffa^iorR Commg Soon!

We're ready to mil^ and hdy neninders foryourio^
c^ebrate wth you tier<X)n&niedpwth h cur laii.

Come visft otr CcxneAjs ^oce crone (rfoursdiediM palishvi^
St Maifc, Hiinterswie - Monday March»^

& Phlip, StaiesvHe- Sat & Stm., Apig 21-22 afterMasses

SPECIAL PARISH VISITS: If yoi/d Bceto arrange a parish visit ask your pastcrto

call me, managerAlai Bond, and wel makeev^ effort to meet Ms schedule.

May God Bless you an as we approach Easter.

704r655-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

marylmmaculata.conn

NEW CHARLOTTE STORE
LOCATION to be announced very

soon! Watch this space as we unveil

our new location.

Your Org.\niz,\tion Receives $6.00 For Evtry Pack Sold

ztmw.TheSockFundraisingCompany.
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Annual Mass highlights

abilities of disabled
DISABLED, from page 1

IlisABILITY Ministry, established

In 1995 to encourage those people

Ivith physical or mental disabilities to

participate fUlly in parish life.

"Our main goal is to encourage

Ijarticipation in activities from worship

liervices to study groups to recreational

I
ictivities," saidMary Kennedy, amember
lif the disABILITY Ministry and Beth's

Inother.

Through financial assistance from

lit. Gabriel Church, a grant from the N.C.

bouncil on Developmental Disabilities,

memorials and other donations, the

liisABILITY Ministry was able to

Improve St. Gabriel Church and other

|;ampus buildings to be more handicap-

liccessible.

When the ministry was established

|n 1995, there were 50 to 60 people with

various disabilities participating in the

linistry's activities. Today, about 160

|ieople are involved.

The ministry also sponsors social

fcvents, including dances and bingo

games, throughout the year for those

with developmental disabilities.

Approximately 20 people with

disabilities actively participated

in the Mass, including the musical

performances, readings, assisting ushers

and presenting the gifts. Among the

congregation were many people with

disabilities attending the Mass with their

families or group-home housemates.

"We want people with mental or

physical disabilities to be a part of our

church family," said Keimedy. "For a

church the size of St. Gabriel, there has

been very little participation by ovir own
members with disabilities, and we cannot

explain that. We are just prayerful that

through this Mass and the activities we
offer, they will feel welcomed and led to

participate."

The Mass also serves to demonsfrate

the talents of those with disabilities,

Kennedy said.

"The response from the parish

has been terrific," Kennedy said. "The

parishioners understand and welcome
these people."

In the future, Kennedy said she hopes

that the Diocese of Charlotte will be able

to provide more housing opportunities

Resen e now for best cabin choice!

Join the Diocese of Charlotte

and Fr. Mo West, Vicar General and Chancellor, for the

ALASKA eROlSE and RETREAT
with a day in Seattle!

August 17-25. 2007

Your 8-day excursion includes:

* Daily Mass; time for spiritual growth and peaceful reflection on the

majestic grandeur of God's creation

* Round trip airfare from Charlotte

* All meals and accommodatior\s on Holland America's luxury cruise

. ship Oosterdam with stops in Seattle, Juneau, Hubbard Glacier, Sitka,

Ketchikan and Victoria, BC
* One pre-cruise night at hotel in Seattle with city tour and free time

* Airport transfers in Seattle

Price starts at only $2,199 per person for double occupancy and includes

airfare from Charlotte, all ship meals, accommodations, Seattle hotel and city tour,

transfers, port charges and taxes (which may be subject to change).

Reserve today for best cabin choice! Call for a brochure: Cindi Feerick at the

diocese (704)370-3332 or Corporate Travel Service (800)727-1999, Ext. 116.

Photo by Karen A. Ev«js

Members of the Joy Class of Providence United Metliodist Cliurch in Charlotte sing during the

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Sunday Mass at St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte March 11.

for the disabled.

St. Gabriel Church was recently

joined by St. Matthew Church in

Charlotte in offering programs designed

especially forpersons with developmental

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

f Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

disabilities.

" In 2006, St. Matthew Church
implemented Special Religious
Development (SPRED), a program of

religious education specifically designed

to meet the spiritual needs of persons

with developmental disabilities.

SPRED is a network of services that

assists those people with developmental

disabilities to realize their own giftedness

and dignity and become more integrated

into their parishes.

St. Matthew Church is hoping to

establish a support group for parents,

family members and firiends of persons

with disabilities. It will be an opportunity

to hear special education experts, obtain

valuable information on community
resources and share ideas.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information about St. Gabriel

Church's disABILITY Ministry, call Mary

Kennedy at (704) 364-6964.

For more information about Sf Matthew

Church's SPRED program, call Jan Cle-

mens at (704) 341-8978.

It's news and
inspiration about

the Diocese of Charlotte!

Bishop Jugis
on Holy Week in Rome—
Subscribe today
— It's FREE!
Check it put at

www.CharlotteDiocese.org.
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Tens of thousands prepare to

enter church at Easter

FROM THE COVER
March 16,2007

RCIA, from page 1

Catholic Church at Easter.

For catechumens — people not yet

baptized — the final part of the journey

began with a Rite of Election on or near

the first Sunday of Lent. For candidates,

who are already baptized Christians, the

start of Lent meant participating in a Call

to Continuing Conversion.

Many candidates were raised in

a different faith. Some were baptized

Catholic but never received first

Communion as children or were not

confirmed.

Catechumens will receive baptism,

confirmation and first Eucharist at the

Easter Vigil. Candidates will enter fiill

communion with the church by receiving

confirmation and first Eucharist.

The Rite of Christian Initiation

of Adults spells out the formation of

catechumens and the steps of their

preparation for the three sacraments of

initiation. For candidates, because they

are already baptized, the program of

formation and preparation is distinct,

although there are often parallels with the

RCL\ and members ofboth groups often

meet together in their parish formation

programs.

By the numbers

In the Diocese of Charlotte, about

800 catechumens and candidates

participated in the Rite of Election and

Call to Continuing Conversion, held at

St. Matthew Church in Charlotte Feb. 25,

the Basilica of St. Lawrence in Asheville

March 3 and Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in High Point March 4.

In the Diocese of Kansas City-St

Joseph, Mo., there were 580 catechumens

and candidates. In Arlington, Va., there

were 623, while in Brooklyn, N.Y., there

were 902 catechimiens and candidates.

PWTD BY DeKON Gb»U> PoIKM

Deacon Edwin Rodriguez and Bishop Peter J. Jugis watch as catechumens and their sponsors

gather around the altar during the Rite of Election at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in High

Point March 4. The rite acknowledges the readiness of catechumens preparing to receive the

sacraments of initiation — baptism, confimnation and the Eucharist— at the Easter Vigil.

Come andjmn us—
Keeping the Faith
in a Violent Age
St. Gabriel Parish Mission

March 26, 27 and 28

Very Reverend Father Dermis M. Corrado, c.o.. Provost of the
Oratory of St. Philip Neri, Brooklyn, will lead this annual event. Fr.

Corrado will focus on how to sustain our fadth in the violent times we
face. He has preached retreats and missions in New York, New
Jersey, California, Alabama, Marylcuid, Peimsylvania, Florida, and
North Carolina.

Daily schedule -

11 a.m. - Mass followed by Mission presentation
(Light luncheon follows in the Ministry Center)

7 p.m. - Evening service in the Church

Babysitting by reservation is availablefor the evening services. Call

704-362-5047, ext. #210 to reserve childcare.

St. Gabriel Catholic Church
3016 Providence Road, Charlotte

Pittsbtngh had 748. Dodge City, Kan.,

had 190. Louisville, Ky., had 567.

Manchester, N.H., had 415. There

were more than 1,500 in Los Angeles,

more than 300 in Peoria, 111., more
than 500 in Boston and nearly 900 in

Portland, Ore.

In many places, candidates
outnumbered catechumens.

The Diocese of Metuchen, N.J., for

example, had 144 candidates and 72

catechumens. The Diocese of Albany,

N.Y., had 142 candidates and 87
catechumens. Harrisburg, Pa., had 398

and 207. Sioux City, Iowa, had 120 and

46. Springfield-Cape Girardeau, Mo.,

had 199 and 114. Lincohi, Neb., had 89

and 31.

New York had 645 and 375. San
Francisco had 214 and 162. Camden,
N.J., had 274 and 163. Toledo, Ohio, had

398 and 217.

Detroit had 793 candidates and 550

catechumens at archdiocesan services

but reported that "several hundred more"
participated in ceremonies in their home
parishes.

Atlanta reported 769 candidates

and 457 catechumens participating

in archdiocesan ceremonies, but the

archdiocesan worship office said that 300
to 500 more participated in such services

in their own parishes.

InSaltLakeCitythe321 catechumens

outnumbered the 257 candidates.

Some dioceses hold separate liturgies

for candidates and catechumens, often a

day or week apart, to help emphasize that

the process ofa baptized person entering

into full communion vdth the church is

not the same thing as the RCIA.
The RCIA was established in the

church in 1972 specifically as a modem
revival ofAe catechumenate in the early

church, a period of time combining
formation and ritual through which
non-Christians were prepared for their

sacramental initiation into the church.

In the Diocese of JoUet, HI., a Feb.

25 Rite of Election service was held

for the diocese's 200 catechumens. In

a separate service three months earlier.

291 candidates answered the Call to

Continuing Conversion.

The Diocese of Trenton, N.J.,

welcomed 150 catechumens Feb. 25,

but since last year the Call to Continuing

Conversion for candidates has been
celebrated at the parish level rather than

in a diocesan ceremony.

The Archdiocese of Edmonton,
Alberta, which welcomed 215
catechumens Feb. 24, has also adopted

that approach. This year was the first in

which the service was for catechumens

alone and did not include the Call to

Continuing Conversion with candidates.

A heavy snow in the District of

Columbia forced the Washington
Archdiocese to postpone its Feb. 25

ceremony. In two services March
4, the archdiocese welcomed 1;129

catechumens andcandidates. Snowstorms
in the Midwest caused several other

cancellations or postponements.

ItGrowingfaith

Since 1993, when the Official

Catholic Directory began recording

separate statistics on adult baptisms

and entries into full communion in the

church in the United States and U.S.

territories, the combined total of adults

welcomed into the church has generally

been rurming in the range of 1 54,000 to

162,000 a year.

There were three above-average

years: about 171,000 each year in 1999

and 2000, and more than 178,000 in

2001.

In most years receptions into full

communion have outnumbered adult

baptisms by a few thousand^nationwide,

but the baptisms outnumbered the

receptions by 1,400 in 2003 and by

more than 7,000 in 2005, according to

the directory. Figures for 2006 will not

be available until the 2007 directory is

published later this year.

The Diocese of Charlotte normally

welcomes 800 new Catholics each year.

Editor Kevin E. Murray was among
more than 20 contributors to this story.

TRAVEL WITH OTHER CATHOLICS DEPARTING SEPTEMBER 22, 2007

"Autumn Leaves" Tour

Visits Historical East

15 Days firom $1148
Depart September 22, 2007 with other Roman Catholics and combine a New England & East

Coast historical tour with fall foliage. Start in Philadelphia; travel on your comfortable motorcoach,

through the mountains, offering spectacular and colorful vistas. There's included sightseeing in

Philadelphia (Independence Hall & the Liberty Bell); New York City; Milford, and New Haven. You'll

visit gorgeous mansbns of Newport, Rl; tour Boston including the Old North Church, The Boston

Common, Bunker Hill and USS Constitution. There's even one free day in Boston with an optional

tour to historic Concord, Lexington, Gtoucester, and "bewitching" Salem. Next, travel through the

White and Green Mountains to French Canada: Quebec and Montreal, both with city tours, and

travel atong the St Lawrence in "upper NY" to Niagara Falls. YMT will also take you to Gettysburg,

Amish Country, Valley Forge, Hershey World and other attractions before flying home. *Prices, per

person, double occpy. start at only $1 148 including all taxes. Add $400 r/t airfare from Charlotte.

Space is limited to 46 on our motor coach. $300 deposits are now due.

ASK TO BE ON THE SAME BUS WITH OTHER CATHOLICS!

For information, reservations and brochure call 7 days a week:

yOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626
America's First Choice for travel since 1 967!

m
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More federal funding urged for

umbilical cord-blood collection

CORD BLOOD, from page 1

Congress has to approve the funding each

year. For fiscal year 2008, which begins in

October, the Bush administration budget

proposes only $2 million in fijnding.

"We were active in supporting

the underlying legislation and we are

in favor of full fiinding," Doerflinger

said March 7 after attending a brieting

organized by Rep. Chris Smith, R-NJ.,

the main sponsor of the 2005 law.

Smith called on his congressional

colleagues to approve the $15 million

permitted by law.

Doctors andcord-bloodbankofficials

at the briefing said that stem cells fi^om

cord blood that were transplanted into

patients have been successfiil in curing

people with brain, heart and blood

diseases!

They also provide an alternative

to the ethical problems involving

embryonic stem cells. Human embryos

are destroyed to extract the stem cells.

Cord blood is collected from
the umbilical cord and the placenta

discharged by the mother during

childbirth. Stem cells are basic cells that

are capable of reproducing as stem cells

or as other types of specialized cells,

offering promise that they can help cure

numerous diseases.

Noting that placentas are discarded

after childbirth. Smith said that fiiUy

fimding the cord-blood program "enables

us to turn medical waste into medical

miracles."

Smith said that that cord-blood stem

cells have resulted in treatments for 70
diseases, including leukemia, sickle

cell anemia and some forms of mental

retardation.

Full federal fiinding would provide

seed money to allow the cord-blood

banks to collect, store and catalog

150,000 units of blood, including units

fi"om different racial and ethnic groups so

that more people can use die therapies,

he said.

Experts at the briefing said that

collecting units fi'om different ethnic

and racial groiq)s is important because

compatible genetic material in the cord

blood is more likely when donors and

patients are fi-om the same racial and ethnic

group. Without a certain amount ofgenetic

compatibility, the patient's body can reject

the donor cells, they said.

Smith said that the 150,000 units is

the minimum amount needed to serve

the wide-ranging needs of patients and

to permit the blood banks to become
economically self-sufficient

Experts said that current cost for

collecting and storing a imit is $2,000,

putting the cost of collecting and storing

150,000 units at $300 million.

They added that future funding

would come fi'om hospitals and insurance

companies paying for the use of the

blood units in treatments.

They added that stem cells fix)m cord

blood are easier to match witii patients

than stem cells fi-om bone marrow and

are starting to replace bone marrow in

some treatments.

Doerflinger told CNS that for

compatibility in bone marrow transplants

six of six genetic factors have to be

compatible while for cord-blood stem

cells, four of four factors need to be

compatible.

Dr. Joanne Kurtzbeig, a pioneer in

using cord blood in cures for children,

said that there is something, yet to be

discovered, in the cord blood cells that

reduces the likelihood that they will be

rejected once transferred to a patienL

The evidence that something special

Providing help. Creating hope. Changing lives.

Catholic Social Services— The Diocese of Charlotte

Executive Director: Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227

Associate Director Gerard Carter (704) 370-3250

Refugee Office: Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930

Family Life: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3228

Justice and Peace: Joe Purello (704) 370-3225

OEO/CSS Murphy Satellite Office (828) 835-3535

Charlotte Region: 1123 South Church SL, Charlotte, NC 28203

Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Debra Braese (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second SL, Winston-Salem, NC 27108

Area Director: Gerard Carter (Interim) (336) 727-0705

Greensboro Satellite Office (336) 274-5577

Latino Family Center (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

^ 1 1 23 South Church Street, Charlotte NC 28203

www.cssnc.org

Catholic Social Services

Diocese of Chariotte

Displayed is frozen

umbilical-cord blood at

Loyola University Medical

Center in Maywood, III., in

this photo from July 2006.

A lack of federal funding

could jeopardize therapeutic

advances made in using

umbilical cord blood for

curing diseases.

CMS PHOTO BY Dnno V Kamba, Catmouc No* World

exists in cord blood is that although half

of the genetic material of a fetus comes
from the father, the mother does not

reject the fetus, said Kurtzberg.

She is program director for both the

Pediatric Stem Cell Transplant Program

and the CaroUnas Cord Blood Bank for

Pediatrics at Duke University Medical

Center.

The cord-blood transplant procedure

is similar to a blood transfusion with the

units introduced intravenously in the arm
ofthe patient, she said.

There is no need to introduce the

cord blood directly to the part ofthe body

needing the therapy because "the cells

seem to know how to get to the organ

where they are needed," she said.

Kurtzberg, who began using cord

blood on sick children in 1988, said

there is medical evidence that cord blood

has been responsible for successfiil

therapies.

Thisincludesthefactthatregenerative

cells with female genetic characteristics

have appeared in the repaired organs

of boys who have received female cord

blood, she said.

Science still does not know whether

the cures come from the blood cells

themselves or from other cells carried in

the blood, she said.

"We need five to 10 years still to

work out what cells do what," she said.

Pennsylvania is latest state to

approve 'Clioose Life' license plates

PHILADELPHIA (CNS) —
Peimsylvania has become the latest state

to approve the use of a "Choose Life"

specialty license plate.

The Peimsylvania Department of

Transportation receives $20 for each

plate ordered, and another $20 is an

annual membership fee in Peimsylvania

Choose Life.

Every year, when people renew their

registration, they will receive a reminder

from the pro-life organization to renew

their annual $20 membership.

Pennsylvania Choose Life will

administer the funds it collects, using

the money to support women in crisis

pregnancies.

The project began several years ago,

but it stalled until the Legislature decided

that the Department of Transportation

would give the approval, not the

Legislature.

"All we had to do was prove we were

a charitable organization and provide

information about what our homes do for

women in crisis pregnancies," Wurtz said.

"In Florida, we sold 8,000 plates

in our first five months," said Russell

Amerling, national publicity coordinator

ofChoose Life Inc., in Ocala, Fla., where

the idea for the plates originated.

The success of the program depends

on getting the word out that "Choose

Life" plates are available.

In states such as Florida, where the

plates have become popular, monthly

revenues generated by the plate sales can

be as high as $65,000. In only two years,

more than $2.5 million has been raised

for adoption services in that state.

In his 10 years of work, Amerling

has seen groups that support keeping

abortion legal initiate lawsuits to block

their sale where a state's legislature has

to approve the plates.

Amerling has found that in states

that offer both pro-life and pro-choice

plates, sales of pro-life plates are far

more successful.

"In Hawaii, where we have a

'Choose Life' plate," he said, "Plaimed

Parenthood got a 'Respect Choice' plate,

and we're outselling them 5-to-l. In

Montana, we're outselling them 8-to-l."
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IRAQIS

CNS PHOTO COURTESY FATHER IaSIELLO

Franciscan Father Louis lasiello (right), the president of Washington Theological Union, is pictured

praying with Navy Special Forces in Fallujah, Iraq, in this undated photo. Father John Hannigan,

a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago and a military chaplain, says more priests are needed in

Iraq to boost the spiritual drive of the U.S. servicemen.

'Making headway'
Chaplain says people in U.S. must

keep up support for troops in Iraq

BY PAUL STORER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

FRANKFORT, 111. — Support from

people in the United States is important

to the nation's troops who are serving

in Iraq and must continue, especially

for soldiers "in harm's way," a military

chaplain told a congregation in the

Diocese of Joliet.

Father John Hannigan, a. priest of

the Chicago Archdiocese, has been on

leave from active duty since January, but

before that he had been stationed in Iraq

since the early days of the war.

He would travel every day in

convoys with U.S. soldiers along desert

roads, dodging bullets and roadside

bombs with his comrades while evading

rocket-propelled grenades.

The priest's mission was to boost the

spiritual drive of the infantry Marines

stationed within a 30,000-square-mile

region stretching across Baghdad and

Fallujah to the borders of Syria and

Jordan.

The U.S. Navy commander who
is a Marine Corps chaplain relied

on donations from people stateside

— including members of St. Anthony

Church in Frankfort— to secure rosaries.

Bibles, medals and other religious items

for the troops.

He paid a visit to the parish in mid-

February to express his thanks.

With regard to the situation in the

volatile Middle East, Father Hannigan

believes that the plan to send 21,500

additional soldiers to Iraq is needed, as

American troops are training Iraqi police

officials and soldiers while fighting off

insurgents.

"We are winning there. We're making

headway. Those aren't just empty words.

The American public needs to hear that.

And, the Iraqi people really appreciate

our presence there," he said.

Ordained in 1976, Father Hannigan

served as an associate pastor at three

parishes in the Chicago Archdiocese

before beginning his career as a military

chaplain in 1990.

The 56-year-old clergyman said that

for as long as he could remember he

always had the desire to be a Catholic

priest and, at the same time, he wanted

to be in the military. Being a military

chaplain seemed like an appropriate fit,

he said.

Father Hannigan explained that

military chaplains are responsible for

sfrengthening the morale of the troops

and are stationed across battle lines.

Enemy forces understandthe positive

impact chaplains have on the lives of

the soldiers, he said, so chaplains are

targets along with combat commanders,

communication officers and physicians.

"I've had six close calls," he said.

He noted that there are 75 percent

fewer Catholic priest chaplains than

Protestant chaplains serving the Marines.

Those numbers are similar in the other

branches of the military, he said.

"We really need priests out there,"

the chaplain said, noting that it was
impossible for him to adequately serve

all the Catholics in his assigned perimeter

in Iraq.

"The bishops have been very

supportive, but they just don't have

enough priests," he said, referring to the

priest shortage in the United States.

Priests serve the U.S. Archdiocese

for the Military Services as chaplains

with permission from their bishops.

When he reports back to active duty

sometime in March, Father Hannigan has

been assigned to the Marine Corps Air

Ground Combat Center in Twentynine

Palms, Calif.

Do you think the United States made a mistake in sending

troops to Iraq?

%YES

All Protestants

Black

Protestants

Jews

No Religion

Source: 2007 Gallup Poll ©2007 CNS
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St. Thomas Aquinas Academy — Arden

A higli school that offers
Academic Excellence
tlirougli Classical Education

Self-Discipline

througli Catbolic Formation

(828)687-7714
ivww.stthomasaquinasacadeniy.org

St. Thomas Aquinas Academy is a private scliool, independent of the Chariotte Diocesan school system.

Voices and Places

The People of God

\mfs mi fkm /ifBeh0

The Diocese of Charlotte

is commemorating its 35 th
Amiiversary with tJie publication

of a special volume of beautiful

photographs, spiritual reflections

and fascinating history.

You will enjoy more than 35

spiritual reflections from laity

throughout the diocese as well as

from clergy including Bishop Peter

J. Jugis, Bishop Emeritus William

G. Curlin, and Archbishop John F.

Donoghue.

Plus, the book is filled with numerous

historical photos and interesting

facts about the growth and

development of the Diocese of

Charlotte.

Cost of this beautiful book is $25.99 plus tax and $4.85

shipping and handling. Allow 2 weeks for delivery.

Order your copy at www.Diocesebook.com.

Ifyou do not have Internet access, call 704-370-3333.
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Catholic groups join call

to bring peace to Iraq
PEACE, from page 1

3.7 million Iraqis displaced in and

outside their own country, including an

estimated 712,000 displaced since the a

Shiite mosque in Samarra was bombed in

February 2006.

— $100 million to restore full

funding of the Community Action

Program and an Iraqi war victims' fund

commonly known as the "Maria Fund."

— $100 million to support Iraqi civil

society, conflict resolution and peace-

building strategies, and the advancement

ofhuman rights and rule of law.

— $100 million to rebuild 143 Iraqi

state-owned industries with the potential

to employ 150,000 Iraqis, which would

reverse the decline in U.S. economic

assistance— a recommendation found in

the Iraq Study Group's report.

The money would be included in

a supplemental appropriations bill, the

groups said in their March 7 statement.

"These are unexpected bedfellows

working together," Sister Campbell told

Catholic News Service in a telephone

interview from St. Louis, referring to the

broad base of organizations behind the

proposal.

She pointed to "the fact that

we've got Mercy Corps and Anmesty

CNS PHOTO BY Fabrizio Bensch, Reuters

U.S. soldiers patrol a Shiite neighborhood in the village ofAlwardah, south of Baghdad, Iraq, March

6. In a March 7 statement. Network, a Catholic social justice lobby, and 34 other prominent religious

and social justice organizations asked for support from members of Congress to strengthen U.S.

efforts to stabilize and rebuild Iraq.

(International), and endorsements from

the peace community, which is also

supporting this as part of their message.

Stations of
the Cross

t
Every Friday during Lent

on the campus of

Belmont Abbey College

Meet at the

Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes

3 PM
Take the stairway down the hill behind the Monastery and Basilica

getting this engaged. We're also

getting a lot of support from the NGOs
(nongovernmental organizations)."

A similar effort by such varied

groups "might have happened before,

but not in my memory," she said.

Catholic groups behind the plan

also include the Leadership Conference

of Women Religious, the Conference

of Major Superiors of Men, Pax Christi

USA, the Maryknoll Office for Global

Concerns, and the Holy Name Province

Belmont Abbey
College

For more information please contact

Ruth Payne,

Director of Campus Ministry,

704-829-71 96 or email

RuthPayne@bac.edu

Caring for Chorlofte Area Cotholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

MclEWEN
I FL^m\L SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineviile 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

of the Franciscan Friars.

Nine other religious denominations

are backing the initiative.

Major NGOs supporting the plan

include the Heartland Alliance for

Human Needs and Human Rights,

the International Human Rights Law
Institute, the International Medical Corps,

International Relief and Development,

Refugees International, Relief
International and the U.S. Committee

for Refugees and Immigrants.

Copies of the proposal were
distributed in early March to members
of Congress.

"We understand that Murtha's (Rep.

John Murtha, D-Pa.) office has seen it, is

interested in it, but whether it will make
it to the markup, we don't know," Sister

Campbell told CNS.
"There's a lot of interest in trying

to find alternative ways of talking about

this whole situation that exists there" in

Iraq, Sister Campbell said, "and when
even the president starts talking about

the need for development, it's beginning

to gain some traction."

Ideas are being bandied about over

what to do next in Iraq.

Murtha, a Vietnam War veteran

now regarded as one of Congress'

leading doves on Iraq, has advocated a

bill with troop-deployment restrictions,

a counter to President George W.
Bush's "surge" of 21,500 additional

U.S. soldiers. Other Democrats call for

defunding the war effort.

Lt. Gen. Raymond Odiemo, in a

confidential recommendation reported

March 8 by The New York Times, called

for the post-surge froop level of 1 80,000

to be sustained through next February,

and to take steps to halt a decline in

numbers expected to start in August.

The AFL-CIO, which in 2005 called

for "rapid withdrawal" of U.S. forces,

said March 8:

"It is time to bring our military

involvement in Iraq to an end,"

recommending reconsideration of the

Iraq Study Group's recommendations,

and for Congress to "insist on a timetable

for disengagement. If the president

refuses to act. Congress must use its

powers under the Constitution and act."

The Department of Defense had

identified 3,171 U.S. troop deaths since

the war began nearly four years ago.

"Ifyou have development, then you

can't have such a dependence on the

troops and you can draw down," Sister

Campbell said.

"Our Iraqi friends who are left in

Iraq are still pretty terrified about a

withdrawal. They don't believe in a

surge, but they believe that a presence

at some level is necessary to keep the lid

on," she said. "We (Network) haven't

taken a position on the (number of)

froops because of this."

Join our Orstomn Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHER
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

F/nd out more about serving God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevItt, CO The Oratory

PO Box 1 1586
Rocl< Hill, SC 29731-1586

www.BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCmPTURE READINGS: MARCH 25, 2007

Extension Magazine marlis centenary

with great cover art of past
CHICAGO (CNS) — For 100

years Extension Magazine, monthly
publication of the Catholic Church
Extension Society, has entered the

homes of Catholics, many of whom sent

in donations to help the church's home
missions.

For those old enough to remember,

many of Extension's covers in the

1940s and '50s, painted by some of the

leading artists in the heyday of magazine

illustration, were celebrations ofCatholic

Americana done in a style reminiscent

of the Norman Rockwell classics that

graced the covers of The Saturday

Evening Post.

The first issue ofExtension Magazine

was dated April 1906, just a year after

the society was founded. At its peak it

was one of the nation's largest Catholic

family magazines, with a circulation of

nearly 600,000.

To mark its centenary year, the

magazine is reproducing some ofthe best

ofthose mid-century covers.

Extension Magazine started

reproducing the selected classic covers

with its January 2006 issue and is

continuing up to its April 2007 issue,

when the centenary year ends.

Five of the revived covers are by
Robert Abbett, who also produced
promotional art for major movie studios,

including paintings of film stars such as

Marlon Brando and Jimmy Stewart, as

well as illustrations for books by major

novelists.

"Extension was a great learning

ground for me," said Abbett, now 80.

He is still painting— though now he

does most of his work on natural wildlife

scenes, splitting his time between homes
in Connecticut and Arizona.

One of Abbett's covers features two
nuns in fiill habits teaching a young boy
how to kick a football. Another shows
a pastor digging his car out of a snow
bank on his way to a mission for Mass.

Another shows a pastor basting the

Thanksgiving turkey as a reproachful

housekeeper looks on.

"This was an era of Americana art

that's been lost, so it's been a big hit with

many of our readers, young and old,"

said Extension editor Bradley Collins.

CNS PHOTO COURTESY OF ExiBBBH

This is the 100th anniversary issue of Extension

magazine. Extension, published by the

Catholic Church Extension Society in Chicago,

is celebrating 100 years of bringing Catholics

the stories of the church in rural mission areas

across the United States.

Extension communications director

MarkAndel said copies ofthe anniversary

issues were still available and the covers

can be viewed on the society's Web site,

www.catholicextension.org.

Anyone interested can also order a

fiill year of Extension Magazine fi-ee of

charge by signing up on the Web site;

by telephoning (800) 842-7804; or by
writing to Catholic Extension, 150 S.

Wacker Drive, 20th Floor, Chicago, IL

60606.

In the past century the Catholic

Church Extension Society has distributed

more than $400 million in support

of the home missions. Its activities

included funding for the building of

12,000 parishes and parish centers as

well as contributions to the training of

countless priests and catechists, fimding

for religious education and salaries for

missionaries.

.Attention: Homeowners.. .Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time^'

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting ail day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time Mraiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 chariottc ' (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3wayplambing.com Proud member of St. James Church

March 25, Fifth Sunday of

Lent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Isaiah 43:16-21

Psahn 126:1-6

2) Philippians 3:8-14

3) Gospel: John 8:1-11

Christ taught us to

sympathize with, not

condemn, sinners

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOUC NEWS SERVICE

Righteous indignation is the fiiel that

makes scandals bum so hot. Ironically,

the person most often bumed is the one

who lights the fire.

Despite that, high dudgeon seems

hard to resist, especially for people who
have been successful at religion. After

all, who hasn't, on discovering people

caught in a major public offense, felt the

pleasurable desire to savor the sinner's

fall fi'om grace? Who among us hasn't,

fi'om time to time at least, been tempted

by the corrosive allure of watching

someone receive a richly deserved
comeuppance?

When we have given ourselves over

to rigorously following all the rules

and regulations, when we've suffered

patiently the loss of fi-eedom required by
strict adherence to the law, when we've

triumphed over our own weakness at

great personal cost, then it's all the more
infuriating to see someone get away with

floiiting the very laws we have followed

so diUgently. It's hard not to want to see

such scoffers punished, shamed.

In the story in Sunday's Gospel,

the revelation of adultery provides

the religious elite of Jesus' time a

double helping of righteous indignation.

Captiiring the adulterous woman gives

them the chance to denounce publicly

someone of demonstrably lower moral

standards than themselves — always its

own pleasure— and at the same time to

put Jesus, their most irritatingly peaceful

and clever opponent, in the hot seat.

Jesus slips out of their trap with an

elegance that belies the strength of his

confi-ontation. "Let the one among you
who is without sin cast the first stone," he

says, and slowly, starting with the eldest,

they drop their weapons and slink away.

To the extent that we recognize

ourselves in the self-righteous accusers,

it is a story that invites sober reflection

in these remaining Lenten days. To
the extent that we see ourselves in the

forgiven sinner, it's cause for great

rejoicing.

QUESTIONS:
What stones of condensation might

my hands be holding, and how can I let

go of them? Who in my life has given

me second chances after failures? How
might I express gratitude for that gift?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 18-24

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent), Joshua 5:9-12, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21, Luke 15:1-3, 11-32;

Monday (SL Joseph), 2 Samuel 7:4-5, 12-14, 16, Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22, Luke 2:41-51;

Tuesday (Lenten Weekday), Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12, John 5:1-16; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday),

Isaiah 49:8-15, John 5:17-30; Thursday (Lenten Weekday), Exodus 32:7-14, John 5:3147;

Friday (Lenten Weekday, St Toribio), Wisdom 2:1, 12-22. John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30; Saturday

(Lenten Weekday), Jeremiah 11:18-20, John 7:40-53.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 25-31

Sunday (Fifth Sunday of Lent), Isaiah 43:1&-21, Philippians 3:8-14, John 8:1-11; Monday (The

Annunciation of the Lord), Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10, Hebrews 10:4-10, Luke 1:26-38; Tuesday

(Lenten Weekday), Numbers 21:4-9, John 8:21-30; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday), Daniel

3:14-20, 91-92, 95 Daniel 3:52-56, John 8:31-42; Thursday (Lenten Weekday), Genesis

17:3-9. John 8:51-59; Friday (Lenten Weekday), Jeremiah 20:10-13 John 10:3142; Saturday

(Lenten Weekday), Ezekiel 37:21-28, John 11:45-56.

CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGES

11 Days Pilgrimage to Poland and Prague. Aug 27-Sep 6, 2007. $2950 pp. Includes 2 nights in

Warsaw, 2 nights Czestrochowa, 3 nights each In Krakow & Prague. Fr. Price Oswalt from OKC

11 Days KaliarrShrines. Sep 22-Oct 3, 2007. $2990 pp. Includes 2 nights each in Venice &

Assisi, 3 nights each in Florence & Rome. Visit Padua, Ravenna & Siena. Fr. Krempa from

Winchester, VA

12 Days Fatima & Spain. Oct 8-19, $2750 pp. Includes 3 nights each Fatima & Madrid, 2 nights

Santiago de C^mpostela, 1 night each In Burgos & Avila. Visit Toledo. Fr. That Son from WV.

Includes air from Raleigh, Charlotte and Greensboro; daily breaktet and dinners. Call John

TagnesI at 888-5444461.

(These are privately-sponsored trips, not affiliated with the Diocese of Charlotte.)
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Kansas monks record compact disc

as fundraiser for Benedictine abbey

CNS PHOTO awRTESY Of St. Bbb)ict's Abbey

The monastic schola, or core choir, of St Benedict's Abbey in Atchison, Kan., has recorded a

new CD, called "On a Musical Journey," to benefit the abbe/s capital campaign. The schola is

comprised of (from left) Abbot Bamabas Senecal, Brother Luke Baker, Father Matthew Habiger,

Father James Albers and Brother Ambrose Nelson. The monks are pictured singing during a

practice session at the monastery.

BY TAMMY DODDERIDGE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ATCfflSON, Kan. — Benedictine

AbbotBamabas Senecal—known as "the

singing abbot"— is renowned throughout

the Kansas City Archdiocese for his rich

tenor and his a cappella renditions at

Masses, weddings, confirmations and

other liturgies.

To the delight of his longtime

fans, his singing has been captured on

a compact disc that also features the

musical talents of other members of St.

Benedict's Abbey in Atchison.

The CD of liturgical music, "On a

Musical Journey," celebrates 150 years

of monastic life in Kansas.

The varied collection features the

monastic schola, the core choir of any

Benedictine monastery.

Father Blaine Schultz, another

monk of the abbey, is the organist and

choirmaster for the recording, with

Brother Ambrose Nelson directing.

"We sing every day in our common

C F C A

Offering hope.

Restoring dignity.

Worldwide.

To learn more
or sponsor

visit our Web site at

www.cfcausa.org

call us toll-free at

(800) 875-6564

A+ rating by the

American Institute of Philanthropy

www.charitywatch.org

Highest rating of four-stars from

Charity Navigator

www.charitynavigator.org

****

'I realized 1 could do
something big to help

others in the world'

After hearing a presentation at his church

^ six years ago about Christian Foundation for

i^-' ' Children and Aging, William J., 13, ofNew
Hampshire, began sponsoring a boy from

Costa Rica. Soon he and his family spon-

sored another child from Costa Rica, and

orphans from Kenya and Bolivia. "CFCA is

a true blessing to me," he said. "I realized I

could do something big to help others in the

world. I could change the lives of other people." William

contributes half of his alloMrance and also hosts events such

as walk-a-thons to raise money for his sponsored friends.

"Kids can make a difference, too," he said. "I am a regular

13-year-old teenager but I also include helping others in

what I do."

CFCA has served more than 475,000 children and elderly

in developing countries over the last 25 years—empowering

them to make more choices in their Hves, live with dignity

and reach their potential.

You can improve someone's life, too. Your sponsorship

of $30 a month helps your sponsored friend with critical

immediate needs such as nutrition, medical care and cloth-

iiig. But it goes much further. It also develops self-reHance

through education, skills and Uvehhood training for fami-

lies, and community involvement.

Founded by CathoHc lay people and grounded in Catholic

social teaching, CFCA works with people of all faiths.

Sponsor a child or aging friend today and help make the

world a better place for all.

Sponsor a child through CFCA. it works.

prayer and not very many people are

witnesses to that," Abbot Senecal said.

"This CD gives them a touch of the way
we do choral prayer, both in Latin and in

English."

The CD is more than an expression

of faith. It is also a fundraiser for capital

improvements to the church, monastery

and guesthouse.

The three-phase project, to be

carried out over five years, includes

the replacement of the 75-year-old

monastery roof and 885 windows, as

well as improvements to the abbey's

accessibility.

"The church was built in 1957,

and the structure reflects the times,"

Abbot Senecal said. "Every entrance has

steps."

The abbey church has been serving

students and visitors in Atchison and the

surrounding area for 50 years. People

frequent the abbey for Mass, to receive

spiritual direction, and to attend retreats

and concerts.

It serves the community, said the

abbot, and the monks would like to

ensure that it remains a welcoming
refuge.

Mary Easterday, a member of

Corpus Christi Parish in Lawrence,

described the CD as "just beautiful,"

and she is especially fond of Abbot
Senecal's rendition of "Hail Mary,

Gentle Woman."
Mary Sayers, of Cure of Ars Parish

in Leawood, concurs.

"I have listened to the CD many,

many times since I got it," she said. "The

whole CD is beautifid, but 'Hail Mary'

is the best."

Both women have been fans and

friends of the abbot for years and have

enjoyed his singing at church events.

They have been encouraging him for

years to record some of his songs. Now,
they say, they can listen to him at their

leisure.

Along with five solos by Abbot
Senecal there are three original

compositions by Father Schultz.

One, an all-organ piece composed

four years ago, features an abbey organ

with a tale to tell.

When the church was built in the

1950s, said Father Schultz, only part

of the original design of the organ was

completed because of a lack of funds.

"The idea was that they would finish

it in a few years, but that didn't happen,"

he said. "So more than 40 years later, we
finally were able to finish it."

The upgrade included addingwooden
pipes in five different locations, resulting

in a better distribution of sound.

"When you pull out all the stops,

it has such a wonderful sound," said

Father Schultz, "not only because of the

instrument that it is, but also because of

the acoustics of the room."

Father Schultz is pleased as well

with the range of selections featured on

the CD.
"The CD represents a mixture of

the old and the new— Gregorian chants

that are over 1,000 years old, plus new
pieces," he said.
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Students sweep
science awards

CHARLOTTE — Students from

three MecklenburgArea Catholic Schools

recently racked up an array of science

awards.

Students from Our Lady of the

Assumption and St. Patrick schools

in Charlotte and St. Mark School in

Huntersville participated in the 2007
Regional Science Fair at the University

ofNorth Carolina at Charlotte Feb. 24.

Joseph Joyce, a fifth-grader at Our
Lady of the Assumption School, won
first place in the elementary division of

the biological science category. Joseph

will represent the school at the N.C.

State Science Fair at Meredith College in

Raleigh March 24.

Also participating from Our Lady
of the Assumption School were third-

graders Sofia Montilla and Angeline

Morales and fourth-grader Meghan
Santschi.

Maria Shea and Will Larsen, fifth-

graders at St. Patrick School, won first

place in the elementary division of the

technology category. Third-graders

Megan Almon and Madison Demmit won
third place in the elementary division of

the earth sciences category.

Ten sixth-grade students from St.

Mark School participated in the fair.

Billy Lech took first place in the junior

technology division and will represent

the school at the state science fair in

Raleigh.

Maegan Habedl placed third in

the junior technology division, Sean
Dougherty placed third in the junior

physical science division and Kaitlin

Magliocco placed third in the junior

biological science division.

Special awards were given to Kaitlin

and Billy for the Discovery Channel's

Young Scientist Challenge, a science

and engineering competition for fifth-

through-eighth-graders.

Also participating from St. Mark
School were ColleenBuck, LaurenDucey,

Kevin Kirchmer, Paul Modzelewski,

Lucia Ahrensdorf and Alex Rouse.

COURTCSV PHOTO

Maria Shea and Will Larsen, fifth-graders at

St. Patrick School in Charlotte, are first place

winners at the 2007 Regional Science Fair at

the University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Feb. 24. Maria and Will won in the elementary

division of the technology category.

CAMPUS MINISTER
We are currently accepting applications for the position of campus minister

in the Diocese of Richmond for 2007-2008. Positions are available for

priests, religious or laypersons. Pastoral experience and a graduate degree in

theology or a related discipline required. For further information about this

ministry, visit the Web site at www.richmonddiocese.org/cyam and contact

Sr. Diane Guy at 804.359.5661.

Principal - Catholic Elementary School

Chantilly, Virginia

St. Veronica Catholic School, a K through Bth-grade school located in the

Diocese of Arlington, Virginia, is currently seeking a principal starting in

the 2007-2008 school year. St. Veronica is a medium-size parish with a

growing school population. Candidates for principal must be willing to

assume responsibility for the day-to-day administration of the school, as

well as assist in developing long range goals.

For more information about this exciting opportunity and for instructions

on how to apply, please visit the St. Veronica parish website at:

http://www2.stveronica.net/principal.

Courtesy Photo

Sixth-graders from St. Mark School In Huntersville are pictured at the 2007 Regional Science

Fair at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte Feb. 24.

Pictured are (front row, from left) Colleen Buck, Lauren Ducey, Kaitlin Magliocco, Sean Doughtery,

(back row, from left) Maegan Habedl, Kevin Kirchmer, Paul Modzelewski, Lucia Ahrensdorf, Billy

Lech and Alex Rouse.

Courtesy photo

Joseph Joyce, afifth-grader at Our Lady ofthe Assumption School in Charlotte, holds

hisfirstplace award in the elementary biological science category at the 200 7 Regional

Science Fair at the University ofNorth Carolina at Charlotte Feb. 24. Alsopicturedare

Alisa Wickliff, assistant director of UNC-Charlotte s Centerfor Mathematics, Science

and Technology Education, and Allana-Rae Ramkissoon, assistant principal at Our

Lady ofthe Assumption School.

SALES REPRESENTATIVES
J.S. Paluch Co., established in 1913, the nation's oldest Catholic Publisher, is now

interviewing for the position of Sales Representatives for

parish church bulletins Realistic earnings potential of 40K+,

health insurance, paid vacation, 401 K. Some travel required.

Self-motivation a must. Bilingual helpful in some areas. To

an-ange an interview call Les Black at 800-432-3240. Seniors

welcome to apply. EOE

Classifieds

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St, Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For infomiation, call (704) 370-3332.
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BMCHS senior awarded
memorial sclioiarship

KERNERSVILLE — Neil Thomas
Goodman, a parishioner of Holy Cross

Church in Kemersville, was recently

awarded the Staddon-Cain Scholarship

by Knights of Columbus Council 8509.

Neil was presented with the $500

scholarship award during a Lenten fish

fiy at the parish March 2.

The John R. Staddon and Frank L.

Cain Memorial Scholarship Fund was

established in 1986 to perpetuate the

education of individuals in the Catholic

faith. The fimd was named for the two

non-Catholics, who married into the

Catholic faith and encouraged their

children to pursue Catholic education.

Neil, a senior at Bishop McGuinness
Catholic High School, maintains a 4.2

GPA, is a member of the Model United

Nations club, and participated in the

Harvard Model Congress debating

competition at Harvard University in

Massachusetts, where he earned an

award of excellence.

Neil will study engineering at the

University ofNorth Carolina in the fall.

Neil was selected for the scholarship

by the Staddon and Cain families.

Courtesy Photo

Grand Knight Lance Cancro (right) of Knights of Columbus Council 8509 presents Neil Goodman

(second from left) with the Staddon-Cain Scholarship Award at Holy Cross Church in Kemersville

March 2. Also pictured are Neil's parents, Joseph and Bernadette.

CouRTBY Photo

The Charlotte Catholic High School rugby team (on right) prepares to engage the Greyhounds

during the fourth annual Charlotte Youth Rugby Tournament March 10-11.

CCHS competes in tourney
CHARLOTTE — Two teams from

Charlotte Catholic High School were

among several girls' and boys' teams

from the United States and Canada to

participate in the fourth armual Charlotte

Youth Rugby Tournament March 10-11.

"(The tournament) involved constant

examples of skill and energy, plus that

certain glorious knowledge you're

doing something not many others would
attempt, because players and spectators

know this is a pretty rough sport,"

said Glenn Shorkey, vice-president for

membership for the St. Gabriel Church

Men's Club.

The Men's Club prepared a banquet

for 400 tournament participants and

their families March 9. This was the

third major community-diimer event the

Men's Club has sponsored in 2007.

"This was a terrific outreach event for

St. Gabriel, and awareness and potential

membership was our pre-determined

goal, though hopefully some fundraising

accrued to the Charlotte Youth Rugby,"

Shorkey said.

Charlotte Catholic boys' team ended

the tournament 3-0-1.

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

flo uionder uje end up at the same place:

Belmont Abbey College, the 130-year-old

'Catholic College ot the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeking?

Belmont abbey
College

Jcs God may be Giorihed

Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

ontoBelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 "All-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Old-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

Why? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our website at

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?
,

Best
Colleges

2006
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Perspectives A collection of i

editorials and viewpoinls
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The reality of

post'abortion trauma
Back in the late 1 960s, when abortion

was a headline topic for everyone from

politicians to religious leaders, I was a

reporter with The Long Island Catholic.

As a Catholic mother of seven, I plunged

deeply into reporting the pros and cons

of this deeply important issue. I did

extensive research on the effects of
abortion in countries such as Sweden,

Himgary, Romania and Japan, which had
liberalized abortion laws.

The picturewas alarming. Prestigious

publications like the World Medical

Journal were reporting a rarely mentioned

fact: the extensive "mental injury"

experienced by women after abortion.

"In the clamor for liberalization

of abortion laws, 'side eflfects' of the

procedure are sometime overlooked,"

said the World Medical Journal in

1966. "Both physical and mental injury

may result from legal as well as illegal

abortion."

The following year I interviewed Dr.

Mary Calderone, then executive director

of the Sex Education and Information

Council of the United States. She
was talking openly about the "mental

condition of women post-abortion,"

and told me, "Aside from the feet that

abortion is the taking of a life, I am also

mindful of what was brought out by our

psychiatrists — that in almost every

case abortion, whether legal or illegal,

is a traumatic experience that may have

severe consequences later on."

Now, exactly 40 years later in an era

oflegalized abortion, we still are debating

the negative effects of abortion.

The Jan. 21, 2007, issue of the New
York Times magazine ran a hefty article

that asked, "Is There a Post-Abortion

Syndrome?" While the article maintained

that abortion is not "at the root ofwomen's
psychological ills," it did focus on what
is definitely a growing movement, the

abortion-recovery ministry.

While the Catholic Church "runs

abortion-recovery ministries in at least

165 dioceses in the United States,"

according to the article, "abortion-

The Bottom

Line
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BOSCO
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recovoy activists go one step fiirdier to

make pet^le aware of a siiiq>le tiulli:

"Aboftiim doesn't he^ womsa. It famts

than."

Iliis is the same message I heard from

the leseaidi I did four decades agp!

Recently Cathy Trowbridge, an
Illinois mother, sent me a cqpy of a

manuscript she wrote that came frtmi

the depths of ha own Img-tenn pain

following an abrntion. Her bofdc, she

said, was "aboutmy life in sin and return

to our Lord."

Trowbridge was forthright in

explaining that she bad an abortion when
she was a teoia^r in flic wrmg place

at the wrong time. She turned away
from her Catholic feitfa then. Now she is

convinced that her "special angel" child

has brought her back to God.
Trowbridge wrote: '^t has been a

longjoum^ and I have scais diat wiU
ronind me of my mistake, and aUfaou^
it is fmgivaL, it is not foigotisn. _ I have

now returned to the church with a burner

for knowledge aboutmy faith, and I seek to

deepeamy relatiaashq) widi our Laid.'"

Iiemonberbadcintfae 1930s v^ioil

was a young moifaeroffour. I had gone to
a restaurant with a Siead. An older man
and woman woe at the next t^le. The
woman accused. "You made me kill my
baby." She kept saying this.

The man quiddy countered, "That

was 25 years ago."

But she didn'^t stop, and so we lefi.

Discarding a baby. Can that ev^ be
forgotten?

I had se^ first-hand the evolasling

trauma of abcntion and never forgot it

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask thai leUers be

originals of 250 words or less, pertan to recent newspaper content or Caihofic issues,

and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime

phone number of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be ocndensed due to

space limitations and edited for clarity, style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not pubTish poetry, form ielter or pelilions. Items

submitted to The Catholic News & Her^ become the property ofthe newspaperand are
subject to reuse, in whole or in part, in print, electronic fonnats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald. P.O. Box 37267.

Charlotte, N.C. 28237. ore-mail cathoilcnews@chariotte(fiocese.otg.

Uniting with Jesus
When Mother Teresa of Calcutta

addressed a group of major religious

siqiedors bam all ova the worid, she

made this salient point: '^o be really

imiled to Jesus we must all strive to be

united widi him in his passion. It is his

passion to be int^isely aware of the

sufi^ing of otfaeis. He unites with the

suffering ofthe poorest of the poor and
wants to he^ lliem. He wants to bring

his love, peace and joy to dion, and he

needs us to do that. And that is why we
must radiatejoy!""

Her emphasis oa joy was striking!

And her interpretation of Christ's

"'passion'" as "'a yearning to help others"

was enli^itening. If his passion was
to help die downtrodden, maybe the

emjdiasis many of us put on Christ's

ph3^cal pain misses die point

Ultimate^ it was his love for the

pow that led to Jesus' oucifixioiL He
told the outcasts that they were blessed.

The Pharisees told than that they were
defiled,andthePhariseesbecame fiirious

when Jesus defended the poor.

According to Moiha- Toesa, being

united witti Jesus means oitmng fiilly

into his passim to help othras. To do
this die a^ us to radiate his joy, which

is the '"Joy" of the Blessed Trinity. Joy

liberates us all from sorrow.

At times suffering is unavoidable.

When it comes it purifies the soul

and wins us grace, but we do not need
to increase our physical pain in order

to grow closer to Jesus. All we need
to do is unite with his passion for

helping those in need. What the Lord
wants us to communicate is his love

and his joy.

Whoi I write about the importance

of joy, some people think diat I am
watmng down the fiudi. Th^ think I

diould pieadi Onist oucified. But I do.

Preadiing Christ crucified does not

mean focusing only on his physical

Spirituality

for Today

FATHERJOHN
CATOIR
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suffering; it means being united to his

passion. This involves the deepest level of

love and self-surrender. The sacrifices we
make in (he name of love do not diminish

us; rather, they serve to intensify our joy.

Joy is the byproduct oflove.

Ifwe are to bring "joy to the world," as

Jesus did, we must understand his mission.

Helping others to triumph over their sorrow

requires an abundance of love and joy on

our part, and that is why Mother Teresa

insists diat we "radiate joy."

Christianity is not primarily about

sadness and suffering. Quite the opposite!

All Christians are called to the fullness of

God's joy.

Mother Teresa continued, "We are

called to be carriers of God's peace, love

and joy. ... You can't give what you do

not have, so it is important that we ask for

God's joy. We must pray to grow injoy."

Scripture teaches tiiat the Holy Spirit

is "love, peace and joy."

The Lord loves us so much that

he wants to Uberate us from' pain and

suffering. He died that we might live. He
plans a brighter tomorrow for all of us.

The hope of heaven permeates our lives

here and now. Jesus frees us from fear

and self-pity.

The demands of the modem world

take a heavy toll on our bodies and our

souls, but Jesus said, "Do not be afraid.

... I have told you this that your joy may
be fiill."

ROE V. REALITY

Ev^one agrees Roe v. Wade is

good constitutiona! law.

tet
Even pro-choice legal

scholars admit
its reasoning

is suspect.

Have we gone too far ?

www.secondlook.org
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Bringing out the best

in ourselves
"Confessions will be heard in all

parishes on Wednesday evenings during

Lent."

With this announcement
by Archbishop Donald Wuerl, the

Archdiocese of Washington began a

renewal in appreciating the sacrament

of reconciliation. For people unfamiliar

with the sacrament, the archdiocese is

providing an updated understanding of it

and a wallet-sized guideline to help them
during confession.

Not long ago, lines La front of the

confessional were long and packed.

This was especially true during Lent and

Advent. Equally true was the fact that

most people feared confession.

Much has changed to make the

sacrament of reconciliation cherished.

Confession of sins still exists, but the

emphasis is on reconciling oneself with

God and selfrather than emphasizing the

need to be fearfiil and guilty.

Penitents now have the option of

face-to-face confession; this emphasizes

reconciliation as a communal event. The
priest is not there to judge another; he
too is a repentant sinner working with the

penitent in exploring ways to iminove

his or her spiritual life.

When the U.S. bishaps" conferoice

conducted its first study ofthis sacrrament

in 1990, I fervently wished a raiewal

would occur then, like the one being

undertaken by the Archdiocese of
Washington. Why was I so desirous for

this renewal? Because of the beautifiil

insights Pope John Paul II broug}it to the

sacramenL

In order to conduct the study,

research on everything written on the

topic of reconciliation was conducted.

One of the documents researched was
the apostolic exhortation of Pope John
Paul n, "Recondliatio et Paenitaatia.''

In it he wrote: '^ince by sinning

man refiises to submit to God„ his

internal balance is also destroyed
and it is precisely within himself
that contradictions and confficts arise.

Wounded in this way, man almost
inevitably causes damage to the Mnric of
his relationship with othors and wilb the

created world.

"This is an objective law and an
objective reality, verified in so many

The Human
Side

FATHEREUGENE
HEMRICK
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ways in the human psyche and in the

spiritual life, where it is easy to see the

signs and effects of internal disorder."

The pope is showing us that we are

at our best and happiest when we are

internally balanced. First and foremost,

he God as one who des:ires for us

an inner harmony because ofthe beauty,

goodness and inner composure this

creates.

God desires our psychic health,

peace ofmind. This is a& cry fi-om God
depicted as a ^em judge only interested

in exacting a penalty for transgressing

his laws.

We now have an example of the

renewalwehadhqped fiH" afto" tfie bi^Hips'

stuffy in 1990. Intoestingfy, it is being

oreated in our naticm's cental I1k^ itwiU
sp-ead throu^K)ut die nation and unite the

hearts ofaH widi a loving God who wants

his peace to thrive within us.

Origins of the Stations of the Cross
Centuries-old devotion evolved during

Middle Ages
Q. A Protestant friend happened to

go with me to Lenten Stations ofthe Cross
in our parish. She asked later where this

practice came from. I couldn't answer,

except that I believe they mark different

events when Jesus was crucified. She said
she doesn 't think most ofthem are in the

Bible, andI agree. Where did the Stations
comefrom? Do they go back to the time

of Christ? (Texas)

A. No, they originated many
centuries after Jesus lived and died. The
Stations (or Way) of the Cross is one of
many devotions that arose during the

very late Middle Ages, generally in the

1200s or 1300s.

Politically, culturally and religiously,

those were chaotic and painfiil times

for the majority of ordinary people.

Practicing and passing on their faith

was enormously difficult, and a variety

of new devotional practices developed

to help people live and learn what it

meant to be a Christian. St. Francis

of Assisi and St. Dominic and their

followers were among those who helped

popularize such expressions of faith as

the Christmas creche (Francis) and the

rosary (Dominicans).

The Stations were one of these,

serving both as prayer and a sort of
catechism about the sufferings and
death of our Lord. Franciscan priests,

brothers and sisters who already held

responsibility for the holy places in

Jerusalem for Latin-rite Caliiolics did

much to spread the devotion.

At (me time tiie Stations included

seven falls under the cross. Another
form included 43 s^arale staticms. But
the 14 as we know tiliem became &irly

stabilize by Pqpe Oanaat XII about

300 years ago.

As you have possibly e^qperioiced,

for some years now most poblicaticHis of
the Stations have included a ISA staticm

or meditation calling to mind Christ's

victory over death in flie resunedian.

About 40 years after the death
of Jesus, Roman armies leveled the

city of Jerusal^n, making the ]Hecise

location o^ for example, any falls on
the way to Calvary nearly in^ossible

to detemiine. The piesoit mgrirings of
the 14 stations along flie Dolorosa

(Sorrowfiil Way) in old Jmisal^n are

comparatively recenL The accuracy and
even historical vaUdity of s«ne of tiiem
are hi^y doubtfid. Nevortiieless, the

Stations rranain one of iSie richest ways
in our traditim to reflect oa our Lmd^'s

suEfering and death.

As your fiimd has found, Protestant

Christianity did not cany on many
CathoUc devaticms sudi as flie Statimis

forcompUcatedreasons. SomeRefixmed
churches mistrusted tilie use of pictures

or other images in worship and prayor.

This may be part ofthe answei:

Question

Comer
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Anodi»'coiildbe, asyounafte,l9iattiie

Staiifflis have always included incidaits

whidi are found in Christian tradition but

not in the Gospels. Our fourth station, for

^(ample, cwnmanmates Jesus meeting

his modiet. Luke notes fliat Jesus stopped

along ttie way to speak to '^many wcnnen
yAho mourned and lamented him,'' but he
doesn't say Mary was amtmg Aon. John
places h^ at the foot ofthe cross but not

on the road.

With the Protestant emphasis on
S(aripture as the rule offeith, it is perhaps

understandable that some of these

popular devotimis would not be picked

up in tten spirituality.

The story of Veronica wiping the

&ce ofJesus is also not in liie Gospels.

Questions may be sent to Father
Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

'.com.

Faith in God's oneness,
church unity essential to

Christianity, pope says

VAFICAN CITY (CNS) — Faith in

the oneness of God and a commitment
to the unity of the church are essential

components of the Christian life, Pope
Benedict XVI said March 14 at his

weekly general audience.

Pope Benedict said St. Ignatius of

Antioch "is called the 'doctor of unity,'"

because his primary concerns were to

preach the oneness of the triune God, the

imity of Jesus' himianity and divinity,

and the importance of unity within the

Christian community.

St. Ignatius emphasized both its

hisarchical structure and the fact that all the

&ithM are bound to one another through

their baptism in Christ, the pope said.

St. Ignatius is the first Christian

writer to refer to the church as universal,

the pope said, and he recognizes that

the church in Rome is called to exercise

"a type of primacy in love" over all

Christian communities to foster their

unity in supporting one another and
maintaining fidelity to the faith.

Pope Benedict repeated St. Ignatius'

plea that Christians "love one another

with an imdivided heart."

"Let us pray that the Lord will help us

to find this unity ... because it is love that

purifies souls," the pope said.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
BenedictXVI s remarks in English at his

weekly general audience March 14.

Dear brothers and sisters.

The subject of today's catechesis is

St Ignatius ofAntioch. He was the third

bishop of Antioch in Syria, fi-om the

years 70-107. While traveling to Rome to

face martyrdom, he urged the Christian

commimities, through preaching and
letters, to be on their guard against

emerging heresies, to remain faithfiil to

the apostolic tradition and to maintain

ecclesial harmony and cooperation.

Among the Fathers of the Church,

Igpatius is renowned for his intense desire

far union with Christ, even pleading that

his martyrdom come quickly in order to

be with Jesus. Ignatius taught that unity is

a prerogative ofGod, and so for Christians

is an imitation of the divine. In his letters,

he insists on communion among believers

and wifli their bishops. Such harmony
precludes any sense ofopposition between

ecclesial roles and instead echoes Christ's

prayCT: "that they may be one" (cf. Jn 1 7).

Little wonder that Ignatius is called

the "doctor of unity." His realism

still prompts believers today to seek

configuration to Christ and dedication

to his church through communion with

our bishops and generous service to

our communities and the world. Let

us beseech the Lord for the grace of

unity, and strive to live the fiillness of

communion and mission!
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AN INVITATION TO ALL

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL

YOUTH AND COLLEGE-AGE

YOUNG ADULTS

Come join us for a Lenten Spiritual

Pilgrimage at Belmont Abbey College!

Sunday, March 25 2 pm-6 pm

"TO KNOW JESUS CHRIST"
2007

-I COR 2:2

Bishop Peter hps and Abbot Placid Solari invite you to join them for

the Diocesan Youth and Young Adult Lenten Pilgrimage at

Belmont Abbey College (LS5 at exit 26).

Bishop Peter Jugis Abbot Placid Solari Dr. William Thierfelder

TO KNOW
JESUS CHRIST

You will hear inspirational talks by Bishop Peter Jugis, Bishop, Diocese of Charlotte;

Abbot Placid Solari, Belmont Abbey College; and Dr. William Thierfelder, President, Belmont Abbey College.

Your day also will include:

•Campus tours 'Adoration

• Praise and worship music • Pledge to the Holy Spirit

• Eucharistic procession • Vespers with Monks of Belmont Abbey

• Exposition of Blessed Sacrament • Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament

(Bring a bag dinner to eat together at event's conclusion)

Information at www.GoEucharist.com
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The Sacrament

of Charity'

Pope reflects on

Eucharist, makes

concrete suggestions

for Mass

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE-

VATICAN CITY —
Catholics must believe in the

real presence of Jesus in the

Eucharist, celebrate the liturgy

with devotion and live in a way
that demonstrates their faith,

Pope Benedict XVI said.

"The celebration and
worship ofthe Eucharist enable

us to draw near to God's love

and to persevere in that love,"

the pope said in his apostolic

exhortation, "Sacramentum
Caritatis" ("The Sacrament
of Charity").

The 131-page document,

a papal reflection on the

discussions and suggestions

made during the 2005 world

Synod of Bishops on the

Eucharist, was released March
13 by the Vatican.

See EUCHARIST, page 7

NEWS
SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Bonds of faith and family

Photo bv Karen A. Evans

David, Alex, Luis and Maritzabel Pifiuerareiax in their Charlotte home March 20. David and Alex both have autism, a neurological

disorder affecting language, socialization and learning skills.

A life-altering mission of love
Dornirdcan Republic trip benefits all involved

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

MINT HILL — For
Melissa Platko, the experience

will stay with her for a long

time to come.

"I am consumed with the

thoughts and visual memories

of the people and sites of my
past week in the Dominican
Republic," she said. "I had
imagined what could and might

happen to me spiritually and
emotionally on this journey, but I

clearly had no idea or control."

Platko was one of 17

people, mostly from the Diocese

of Charlotte, who took part in a

mission trip to the Dominican
Republic Feb. 26-March 3.

The group spent the week
building latrines, providing

health care and taking family

photographs in the Batey
Lecheria, a mission in a ghetto

north of Santo Domingo.
The trip was part of St.

Luke Church's ministry "Agape
Missions to the Islands," which

coordinates and supports two

See MISSION, page 5

Courtesy Photo

Pictured are children who are residents of the Batey Lecheria in the Dominican

Republic. Members of a recent mission trip, organized by St. Luke Church in Mint

Hill, assisted residents with construction and health care needs.
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** * Around the Diocese

Parishes hold retreats,

missions on faith
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Faith helps family

cope with sons'

autism

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — When
David Pinuera was about
3-and-a-half years old, his

parents noticed his speech

didn't seem to be at the same
level as that of other children

his age.

"Our oldest son had had

some speech delay, and we
thought it was the same with

David," Maritzabel Pinuera,

David's mother, said.

The Pinueras took David

to see a doctor, who evaluated

him for autism. That's when
bad news became even worse.

"When the doctor
was asking about David's

symptoms, I began to realize

Alex might be autistic, too,"

Maritzabel Pinuera said.

See AUTISM, page 4

Green Charlotte

CHARLOTTE — Catholic

schools and other local Catholic

organizations marched in the

11th annual St. Patrick's Day
Parade in Charlotte March 17.

The parade was followed by a

communityfestivalfeaturinglrish

food and live entertainment.

MORE COVERAGE
See photos on pages 8-9

In search of hope

Parishioners pray for

peace

I
PAGE 12
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your

own backyard

TO BETTER BRAZIL

CNS PHOTO COURTESY OF U.S. CONSULATE IN SaO PaULO

Sister Angela Mary Carey (right) dialogues with U.S. President George W. Bush at a round-table discussion

March 9 in Sao Paulo, Brazil, during the president's trip to Latin America. The Holy Cross nun, a native

of Chicago who has worked in Brazil since 1 965, is known for her work with underprivileged youths in

a Sao Paulo slum.

U.S. nun working in Brazil

part of round-tabie event

attended by Busli
SAO PAULO, Brazil (CNS) — A

U.S. Holy Cross nvm known for her

work with underprivileged youths in a

Sao Paulo slum participated in a March
9 round-table discussion that drew U.S.

President George W. Bush during his

five-country trip to Latin America.

Sister Angela Mary Carey was
invited to take part in the discussion by

Christopher J. McMullen, U.S. general

consul in Sao Paulo.

She was the only American, the

only woman and the sole member of

a religious congregation among the

representatives of the nongovernmental

organizations involved in the round table,

which was held at a community center.

U.S. Ambassador to Brazil Clifford

Sobel and his wife, Barbara, also were in

attendance.

Bush, accompanied by first lady

Laura Bush, sat down for 40 minutes with

the nongovernmental representatives, all

of whom work in a variety of arenas

to encourage the observance of human
rights and improve the welfare of the

disadvantaged.

Bush told those seated around him,

"Laura and I are so thrilled to be in Brazil.

... I love the fact that there are people who
are deeply concerned about the plight of

the least of us ... being part of that social

fabric that helps heal the broken heart and

provides hope for the future."

Sister Carey, whose congregation is

based in Notre Dame, Ind., described the

mission of her organization, known in

Portuguese as Projeto Sol (Project Sun).

"Mr. President, Project Sun is based

Study: Women having abortions

more likely to engage in child abuse
WASHINGTON — According to a

report on LifeNews.com, a new study

finds that women who have a history of

abortion are more likely to abuse children

bom from subsequent pregnancies.

The study, published in the Internet

Journal of Pediatrics and Neonatology,

confirms previous research that suggests

a link between abortion and child abuse.

The study is based on an analysis

of data on 237 low-income women in

Baltimore who had physically mistreated

or neglected at least one of their children

or allowed someone else to do so.

While all the women in the study had

some connection with child maltreatment

or neglect, the authors found that those

who reported a history of abortion reported

significantly more frequent acts ofphysical

violence, such as slapping, hitting or

beating, directed at their children.

Dr. Priscilla Coleman, a researcher

at Bowling Green State University in

Ohio and lead author of the new report.

Diocesan
planner

on the objective to transform the lives of

young people— imbued with a profound

faith in God — through exposure to the

fine arts, theater, dance and sports," she

said. "This experience of beauty leads to

the ultiiriate beautiful, which is God."

The president asked the missionary

nun about funding for the work she does

with more than 200 youngsters.

"We rely totally for support from

donations," she replied. "In God we
trust," she added, a reference to the motto

on U.S. currency.

Bush replied, "Thank you for the life

you give. I'm so honored to be with you

all. We're all members of God's family.

... When one of us hurts, we also hurt.

The people of the United States care."

A Chicago native. Sister Carey has

worked in Brazil since 1965. She first was

a teacher at a high school run by her order

in an upper middle-class neighborhood,

then in 1976 began working in youth

ministry at a parish in a poor area.

Project Sun is an umbrella
,

organization for the Center for the

Guidance and Education of Youth,

founded in 1978 by Sister Carey and

a sociologist in a Sao Paulo slum.

The center helps children stay away
from violence and drugs by offering

ballet classes, theater workshops and

a soccer program.

In 1998 Sister Carey received the

honorary title of citizen of Sao Paulo in

recognition of her ministry.

After the round-table discussion with i

Bush concluded, the group was joined by i

U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.
|

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE — Faithful Stewards of
God 's Creation will take place March 3 1 , 9 a.m.-

4:15 p.m., in the St. Francis Room ofImmaculate

Conception Church, 208 Seventh Ave. West.

The conference will include presentations on

church teaching on environmental justice, recent

scientific findings, energy saving ideas and how
to become more effective advocates. Attendance

is free. Call (704) 370-3228 by March 26 to

register and reserve a lunch. Sponsored by the

Catholic Social Service's Office of Justice and

Peace through a grant from the U.S. Conference

of Catholic Bishops Environmental Justice

Program. Visit www.cssnc.org/justicepeace for

a flyer and schedule.

ARDEN — The St. Martin de Porres

Dominican Laity Chapter meets the fourth

Monday of every month at 7 p.m. at

St. Thomas Aquinas Academy, 564 Long
Shoals Rd. Inquirers are welcome. For

more information, contact Joe Kraft at

(828) 648-1036 orjebkraft@juno.com.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPRUCE PINE — A Rosary of Intercession

for Priests is recited each Friday at

St. Lucien Church, 695 Summit St., before the 9

a.m. Mass. Prayers are offered for bishops, priests

and deacons, and for an increase in vocations to

the priesthood. For more information, call the

church office at (828) 765-2224.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church and the

Autism Society of North Carolina will offer a

presentation titled "Autism 101 " March 29 at 7

cited many possible explanations for the

association — including "unresolved

bereavement, disruption of mother-child

attachment mechanisms, feelings of

abortion-related guilt, and/or negative

mental health effects of the abortion."

The study found that pressure from

others to have an abortion may also

impact later cases of child abuse.

Dr. David Reardon, director of the

Illinois-based Elliot Institute and a leading

researcher who has been involved in more

than a dozen studies on the impact of

abortion on women, said Coleman's study

confirms the general findings of previous

studies linking abortion with a higher risk

of abuse or neglect.

Other research conducted in New
Zealand found thatyoungwomenwho had
abortions were significantly more likely

to experience subsequent depression,

suicidal behavior and substance abuse,

even after the researchers controlled for

previous mental health problems.

p.m. in the banquet room of the New Life Center,

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. A representative

from the Autism Society will provide an overview

of the Autism Spectrum Disorder and will answer

questions associated with autism. Speakers will

provide information on community resources

and the Special Religious Development program

(SPRED). For more information, call (704) 341-

8978.

CHARLOTTE — A meeting to establish a

Core (Continuing our Retrouvaille Experience)

Group in Charlotte will take p+ace March
31 at 7:30 p.m. Core Group is a monthly

support group for couples who have attended

Retrouvaille weekends. Retrouvaille is a program

to help couples heal and renew their marriages.

For directions and more information, e-mail

minivicky79@yahoo.com.

CHARLOTTE — St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon

St. will have eucharistic adoration Fridays during

Lent following the 7:30 a.m. Mass until 12 p.m.

Benediction will follow with Mass at 12:10 p.m.

and Stations of the Cross at 12:45 p.m. A sign-up

book will be available in the church narthex. Call

(803) 517-2600 with questions.

CHARLOTTE — All Polish-speaking Catholics

are invited to attend a Mass in Polish at St.

Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy., April 1 at 3 p.m. The celebrant will be

Father Bernard Potepa, a Franciscan retreat

master from Poland. Confession will be available

from 1 :30 pm. For more information, please call

Elizabeth Spytkowski at (704) 948-1 678. ,

CHARLOTTE — The St. Matthew Columbiettes

will be awarding a $1,000 scholarship in memory
of Gene Marie Alfaro to a graduating high school

senior who will pursue a career in the nursing or

health care field. The application deadline is April

10 and the scholarship will be awarded in May. For

more information, call Diana Congdon at (704)

814-0624.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015
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FROM THE VATICAN

Iraqi bishop: Fouryears of war
brought increased spiral of cruelty

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Four

years of war have brought an increasing

spiral of cruelty and killing to Iraq, and

left the country in a state of chaos, said

Chaldean Auxiliary Bishop Shlemon
Warduni of Baghdad, Iraq.

The war also has prompted a massive

flight of Catholics and others from the

country, leaving behind a shrinking

Catholic minority, he said.

Bishop Warduni made the comments
to Vatican Radio March 19, the fourth

anniversary of the U.S.-led bombing and

invasion of Iraq.

"The cruelty and the killing have

increased from day to day. Children,

youths, the old, the sick, we are all

suffering, because the world is not

thinking of what's good for the Iraqi

people," said Bishop Warduni.

"Everyone is thinking of their own
interests and so the Iraqis have been

forgotten. Terrorism is increasing, and

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will celebrate Divine

MercySu/KfaywithatraditionalsolemnBenediction
and recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet April

15 at 3 p.m. The sacrament of reconciliation

will not be offered prior to the celebration.

For more information, call the church office at

(704) 543-7677.

CHARLOTTE— St ThomasAquinas Church, 1400

Suther Rd., will celebrate Divine MercySunday April
15 with a Holy Hour at 3 p.m. including Benediction

ofthe Blessed Sacrament and recitation ofthe Divine

Mercy Chaplet Reconciliation will not be oflFered.

For more information, call Gail Abraham at (704)

786-0709.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — Our Lady of Grace, 2205 W.
Market St., invites all parishioners and friends

to participate in a Divine Mercy Holy Hour and
Benediction April 15 at 3:30 p.m. For more
information, call the church office at (336) 274-

6520.

GREENSBORO— If you have a special need for

prayers, or would like to offer your time in prayer

for others' needs, please call the Prayer Chain
at Our Lady of Grace Church. The Prayer Chain
is a sizable group committed to praying for your

needs and the needs of your family and friends on
a daily basis. To request a prayer or to participate

in the Prayer Chain, call the church office at (336)

274-6520, ext. 10 and leave your name, address

and phone number.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY — Rev. James Johnson, rector of
Episcopal Church of the Messiah, will lead the

reflection for the Ecumenical Lenten Service at

St. William Church, 765 Andrews Rd., March 28,

12-12:30 p.m. This series is designed to strengthen

ecumenical bonds within the community. For
more information, call Joan Kennedy at (828)
837-8519.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

KERNERSVILLE — TTje Catechism ofthe Head

with it the number of orphans and
widows," he said.

Asked about estimates that more
than 60,000 people have died in the

conflict. Bishop Warduni said the number
could be much higher. No one knows the

real niunber, he said.

"So often we go out of our homes

uncertain whether we'll return safe and sound.

The kidnappings, the kamikazes, the car

bombs, the missiles: You cannot eat

calmly, study calmly orpray calmly," he said.

"So many people are afraid to come
to church, and so many children are

afraid to go to school," he said.

With fraq's infrastructure nonexistent

and electricity outages that last most
of the day, everyone who can leave the

country does so, he said.

The church tries to encourage those

who remain, asking them to pray.

"Only the Lord can do something for

Iraq," the bishop said.

and Heart religious education series for adults

meets in the library at Bishop McGuinness
Catholic High School, 1725 NC Hwy 66 South.

Martin Mata will speak about "Forming Youth

for Leadership" March 29 at 7:30 p.m. For

more information, call Loretta Bedner at (336)

564-1040.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1 : 1 5 p.m., at the Fatima

Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Teresa Radomski,

professor of voice and consultant for the Center

for Voice Disorders at Wake Forest University,

will speak on "Praying Twice" at the March 28

program. The sacrament of reconciliation will

be offered at 12 p.m. in the chapel. For more
information and to RSVP, call Sister Kathy

Ganiel at (336) 624-1971 or e-mail kganiel@

triad.rr.com. Walk-ins are welcome.

WINSTON-SALEM — St. Benedict the Moor
Church, 1625 East 12th St, hosts a 12:15 p.m.

prayer service, Veni Scmctus Spiritus, the second

and fourth Wednesday of each month. All are

welcome to reflect on God and refresh the spirit

in the middle of a day. For more information call

Sister Larretta Rivera-Williams at (336) 725-

9200.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Compassionate

Care-Givers meet the first, third and fifth

Thursdays of each month at St. Benedict the

Moor Church, 1625 East 12th St. This group

provides affirmation, support and prayer for

people who have cared for and are caring for

loved ones living with Alzheimer's and any
other chronic ilhiesses. For more information,

call Sister Larretta Rivera-Williams at (336)
725-9200.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event open to the general public? Deadline

for ail submissions for the Diocesan Planner

is 10 days prior to desired publication date

(Fridays). Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans

at kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

March 24— 5 p.m.

Boy Scout Camporee Mass

Clear Creek Scout Camp, Midland

i{ March 25-2:30 p.m.

Youth Pilgrimage

Belmont Abbey College, Belmont

March 27-1:30 p.m.

Building Commission meeting

Pastoral Center, Charlotte

March 31-11 a.m.

Jubilee Mass for women religious

St. Gabriel Church, Charlotte

Vox Clara advisers urge quick
completion of English Mass translation

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Congregation for Divine Worship and

the Sacraments and a committee of

congregation advisers have urged the

quick completion of the new English

translation of the Mass.

The Vox Clara Committee, a group

of English-speaking bishops who advise

the Vatican on English translations, met
March 12-15 at the Vatican.

A press release about the meeting

repeatedly referred to hopes that the

translation of the Roman Missal,

promulgated by Pope John Paul II in

2002, would be completed quickly.

The International Commission on
English in the Liturgy (ICEL) is preparing

the translation in several sections. When
individual bishops' conferences approve

the texts translated into English from

Latin, they request Vatican permission to

use them.

The new translation of the Order

of the Mass, which contains the main
prayers used at every Mass, has been

approved by all the English-speaking

bishops' conferences.

The Vox Clara press release said

Vatican permission to use the text is

expected "in the near future," although

most bishops' conferences have said they

would wait imtil the entire Missal has

been approved to begin using the new
translation.

Vox Clara members also said

they discussed a report on "musical

considerations" involving the translation

of the Order of the Mass and proposed

"appropriate revisions" to the texts.

The Vatican had asked musicologists

to evaluate how easily and smoothly the

translation of the people's parts of the

Mass — for instance the Gloria and the

Sanctus— could be set to music.

It was expected that in granting

permission for the new translation to

be used the Vatican could make minor

changes to the translation or word order

to facilitate singing the texts.

Vox Clara also called for the

preparation of "accurate and accessible

formational materials" to introduce

the new translation to priests and
congregations before the new Mass
prayers are used.

In reference to the principles used

for liturgical translations, Vox Clara

members conducted their final review of

the congregation's proposed translation

style guide, the "'Ratio Translationis' for

the English Language."

"The 'Ratio Translationis' was first

proposed in draft form to all conferences

of bishops in June 2005," the Vox Clara

statement said. "Following widespread

consultation, it is anticipated that the

congregation will promulgate the 'Ratio'

in its final form in the near future."

Crystal memorial

CNS PHOTO BY OaAVIO DURAN

Franciscan Father Jerome Massimino looks at the 20-pound, 2-by-3-foot sculpture an Irish sculptor

created using Waterford crystal that shows Franciscan Father Mychal Judge, a chaplain with New York

Fire Department, being carried out of the World Trade Center rubble. The sculpture was dedicated March

1 4 at Engine 1 , Ladder Co. 24. Father Judge died Sept. 1 1 , 2001 , while giving last rites to a firefighter

in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks on the center's twin towers.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis announces the following pastoral assignments:

Effective Feb. 20: Augustinian Father Anthony Tomasulo as parochial vicar at St. John

Neumann Church in Charlotte.

Effective March 19: Deacon Richard Voegele as permanent deacon at the Basilica of St.

Lawrence in Asheville. ^
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Family uses faith to cope

witii sons' autism
Facts about autism

AUTISM, from page 1

Alex, the Pinueras youngest son,

was about 18 months old at the time of

his diagnosis.

Autistic children have problems with

language, socialization and learning.

Those with severe problems are referred

to as "low-functioning."

David and Alex are both considered

to be high-functioning, as they have less

severe problems.

Seemingly simple undertakings such

as sitting through an hour-long Mass can

be difficult for an autistic child.

"When we lived in Miami, we
couldn't go to Mass," said Luis Pinuera,

David and Alex's father. "It was too

noisy, and the boys didn't like it."

When the family moved to Charlotte

in 2003, they attended Mass at nearby St.

Matthew Church. Luis and Maritzabel

Piiiuera were surprised to find that David

and Alex now liked attending Mass.

"We're not sure why we can go to

Mass here, but we're glad," Luis Pinuera

said. "It's been wonderfiil."

Although they enjoy Mass, "The

boys like to sit together, and sometimes

will talk loudly to each other," Maritzabel

Pinuera said.

WANT MORE INFO?

St. Matthew Church and the Autism Society of

North Carolina will offer "Autism 101" March

29 at 7 p.m. in the New Life Center, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. An Autism Society

representative will provide an overview and will

answer questions about autism. Speakers will

provide information on community resources

and SPRED. For more information, call (704)

341-8978.

Fortunately, parishioners have been

accommodating of David and Alex's

disruptions.

"A man sitting in fi-ont of us a few
weeks just laughed about their talking,"

said Maritzabel Pinuera.

The Pinueras feel it's worth the extra

effort their sons' religious education

requires.

"Now, they're starting to pray, and

they follow the Mass better than they

used to," Maritzabel Pinuera said.

Every other Sunday, David and Alex

attend religious education classes through

St. Matthew Church's Special Religious

Development (SPRED) program.

SPRED is a network of services

that assists people with developmental

disabilities to realize their own giftedness

and dignity and become more integrated

into their parishes.

"They love their SPRED lessons and

this is the first time they've been in such

classes," said Maritzabel Pinuera, who
hopes her sons will be able to receive

their first Communions this year.

Luis and Maritzabel Pinuera don't

deny the emotional and financial toll

having two autistic sons has taken on

them. Both boys are in special education

classes in Charlotte-Mecklenburg
schools; receive speech and occupational

therapy; and Maritzabel Pinuera works

with the boys at home.

Health insurance doesn't cover any

of the therapy costs.

Still, the Pinueras are gratefiil for

their faith.

"The church gives us a lot of

comfort," Maritzabel Pinuera said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org

TRAVEL WITH OTHER CATHOLICS DEPARTING SEPTEMBER 22. 2007

"Autumn Leaves" Tour

Visits Historicai East

15 Days from $1148*

Depart September 22, 2007 with other Roman Catholics and combine a New England & East

Coast historical tour with fall foliage. Start in Philadelphia; travel on your comfortable motorcoach,

through the mountains, offering spectacular and colorful vistas. There's included sightseeing in

Philadelphia (Independence Hall & the Liberty Bell); New York City; Milford, and New Haven. You'll

visit gorgeous mansions of Newport, Rl; tour Boston including the Old North Church, The Boston

Common, Bunker Hill and USS Constitution. There's even one free day in Boston with an optional

tour to historic Concord, Lexington, Gloucester, and "bewitching" Salem. Next, travel through the

White and Green Mountains to French Canada: Quebec and Montreal, both with city tours, and

travel along the St, Lawrence in "upper NY" to Niagara Falls. YMT will also take you to Gettysburg,

Amish Country, Valley Forge, Hershey World and other attractions before flying home. "Prices, per

person, double occpy. start at only $1148 including all taxes. Add $400.r/t airfare from Charlotte.

Space is limited to 46 on our motor coach . $300 deposits are now due.

ASK TO BE ON THE SAME BUS WITH OTHER CATHOLICS!

For information, reservations and brochure call 7 days a week:

'YOUR MAN' JOURS 1-800-968-7626
America's First Choice for travel since 1967!

' Autism is the fastest-growing serious developmental disability in the U.S.

• 1 in 150 children is diagnosed with autism

' 1 in 94 boys is on the autism spectrum

• More children will be diagnosed with autism this year than with AIDS, diabetes and

cancer combined

• Autism costs the nation over $90 billion per year, a figure expected to double in the next

decade

• Boys are four times more likely than girls to have autism; girls appear to manifest a more

severe form of the disorder

' There is no medical detection or cure for autism

> Autism knows no racial or ethnic boundaries.

Incidence vs. Private Funding

• Leukemia: Affects 1 in 25,000; funding: $310 million

' Muscular Dystrophy: Affects 1 in 20,000; funding: $175 million

' Pediatric AIDS: Affects 1 in 8,000; funding: $394 million

• Juvenile Diabetes: Affects 1 in 500; funding: $130 million

' Autism: Affects 1 in 150; funding: $15 million

National Institutes of Health Funds Allocation

• Total 2005 NIH budget: $29 billion

' $100 million of NIH budget, or 0.3 percent, goes towards autism research

Source: Autism Speaks, Inc.

Early signs of autism
• No big smiles or other wanm, joyful expressions by 6 months or thereafter

• No back-and-forth sharing of sounds, smiles or other facial expressions by

9 months or thereafter

• No babbling by 12 months

• No back-and-forth gestures, such as pointing, showing, reaching or waving by 12

months

• No words by 16 months

• No two-word meaningful phrases (without imitating or repeating) by

24 months

• Any loss of speech or babbling or social skills at any age

Soun^: First Signs, Inc.

Stations of
the Cross

t
Every Friday during Lent

on the campus of

Belmont Abbey College

Meet at the

Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes

3 PM
Take the stairway down the hill behind the Monastery and Basilica

flFor more information please contact

Ruth Payne,

BELMONT Abbey Director of Campus Ministry,

CQ}:LEGE^^^^-
_^

704-829-7196 or email
~ RuthPayne@bac.edu

www.BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu
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Mission trip benefits ali involved

MISSION, from page 1

established missions in the Caribbean—
the Missionaries of the Poor in Kingston,

Jamaica, and the Batey Lecheria mission

run by the Society of the Holy Child

Jesus in the Dominican Republic.

The term "agape," which appears

many times in the Greek translation of

the New Testament, indicates the self-

giving love ofone who looks exclusively

for the good of the other.

The mission group included 1 3 people

from St. Luke Church in Mint Hill; one

from Our Lady ofthe Assumption Church

in Charlotte; Father Edward Sheridan,

pastor of St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte;

and two people from Phoenix, Ariz.

"Whether it was building the latrines,

working in the clinic, the family photo

project or simply embracing these

people, I have seen our faith community
at work in a way I didn't know possible,"

said Platko, a 23-year-old nurse and

parishioner of St. Luke Church.

Bateys are rural "ghettos," originally

communities of Haitian workers brought

in to work the sugar cane fields in the

early 1900s. The Haitian government

wouldn't allow them to return to Haiti,

and the batey residents are descendants

of the original workers.

Although they were bom in the

Dominican Republic, they have no birth

certificates and no established citizenship

in either country. They have very

limited access to health care, education,

employment or proper housing.

The Batey Lecheria is a community
ofone-room, cement block dwellings and

metal shanties with limited electricity

and no running water. Most residents

"I went with the

impression ... that

I was helping the

people ... but,

ironically, they helped

and inspired me."

— Melissa Platko

cook over open fires and gather water

from a river more than a mile away.

The river is the same water they

drink, bathe in and wash their clothes

in. Many people are ill with parasitic

diseases from the lack of clean water.

"Children walk around with huge

bellies from bacteria in the water and

naked because their families — if their

parents are even alive — are too poor

to afford clothes," said Matt Riffle, a

student from Corona del Sol High School

in Phoenix.

"The elderly often have very poor

dental heath ... and theirbones andmuscles

are in such poor condition that each move
is the greatest labor," said Riffle.

Platko was one of three nurses from

the group who worked on a hypertension

project through Faye Allegria, a clinic

and school at the edge of town run by
Society of the Holy Child Jesus sisters

and volunteers.

The school serves about 100 children

who are taught through the Montessori

Method. The clinic provides health care

for AIDS, tuberculosis and other medical

conditions suffered by the locals.

"There is so much hope surrounding

Faye Allegria, but also much desolation,"

Attention; Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!...

'^lovv To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your iime. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment Xime and keep you %vaiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your piunibing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appoiniinent Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 chartotte (704) 795-9349 concom

Serving Mecidenburg and Cabarms cotjnties

www.3wavplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

Abbotswood Senior Living!
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^m
reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOI5WOQD
at Irving Bark

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park
3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

Courtesy Photo

Melissa Platko, a parishioner of St. Luke Church in Mint Hill, performs a blood pressure check on a

resident of the Dominican Republic during a mission trip Feb. 26-March 3.

said Riffle.

Two members of the Society of the

Holy Child Jesus, Sisters Jay McCarm
and Veronica Grover, serve as pastoral

associates at St. Luke Church. They first

introduced the parish to SisterAnn Joyce

Peters in Santo Domingo, whose "Latrine

Project" was established to improve the

batey's sanitation conditions.

St. Luke Church parishioners began

raising money and sending members to

the batey to build latrines. Locals help

dig the 1 5-foot-deep holes and contribute

100 pesos to the construction of each

latrine. To date, more than 35 latrines

have been built and there is a waiting list

for about 105 more.

"I am proud to have been a part of

such a great group in helping make their

home a little safer and more sanitary

by virtue of our latrine construction

project," said Tim Somers, a parishioner

of St. Luke Chtjrch.

Although they were assisting the

locals, members of the mission trip felt

as if they were the ones being helped.

"I went with the impression that in

some small way, I was helping the people

of this commimity," said Platko, "but

ironically, they helped and inspired me."

"I went down there with the intention

ofputting some blisters on my hands doing

'the Lord's work,' but found so much more
to take away fi-om it all," said Somers.

"I was touched at how beautiful the

children were despite having nothing,

and how grand their smiles were just to

have an 'Americano' to stand beside as

we did our work," he said.

"They had such a sense of hope and

it was contagious— it made me think of

how fortunate I am and how much I take

for granted at home," said Riffle.

While Platko said she "witnessed

hunger, disease and death," she also

"witnessed compassion, love and the

work ofGod's hands ... a community that

took care of each other." The experiences

were life-altering, she said.

"I've learned I take for granted

the simplicities in my life and rely too

much on the irrelevant for happiness,"

said Platko. "I've learned the value of a

simple touch and the power and necessity

of faith. I cannot change the world, but

by changing myself I am changing how I

affect the world."

Contributing to this article was Greg

Platko.

Come andjoin us—
Keeping the Faith
in a Violent Age
St. Gabriel Parish Mission

March 26, 27 and 28

Very Reverend Father Dennis M. Corrado, c.o.. Provost of the

Oratory of St. Philip Neri, Brooklyn, w^ill lead this annual event. Fr.

Corrado will focus on how to sustain our faith in the violent times we
face. He has preached retreats and missions in New York, New
Jersey, California, Alabama, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Florida, and
North Carolina.

Daily schedule -

11 a.m. - Mass followed by Mission presentation
(Light limcheon follow^s in the Ministry Center)

7 p.m. - Evening service in the Church

Babysitting by reservation is availablefor the evening services. Call

704-362-5047, ext. #210 to reserve childcare.

St. Gabriel Catholic Church
3016 Providence Road, Charlotte
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Exploring 'Who We Are'

CouRTBY Photo by Rosemary Hyman

Father Fred Pompei, a priest of the Diocese of Syracuse, N.Y., speaks about "Who We Are" during an

annual parish mission held at St. Theresa Church in Mooresville March 12-14. Approximately 300 people

attended the mission each night, which began with a prayer service followed by presentations on Catholic

identity Topics included how to be a merciful, forgiving and just family of God.

Father Pompei wrote, "As Catholics, we have much to share about life and freedom, forgiveness and

healing. However, in order to do this, I believe we must first know who we are, why we are who we say

we are and what is at the core of our goodness, greatness and joyfulness as followers of Jesus Christ

who call ourselves Catholic."

Faith and forgiveness

CouRTBY Photo by Dorice Narins

Joan Peterson ofLittle River Baptist Church in Penrose, N. C. leads women in song

during the Second Christian Women 's Day of Reflection at Sacred Heart Church in

Brevard March 10. More than 300 womenfrom 28 area churches attended the event,

whichfeaturedKathy SaintDown ofAsheville speaking aboutforgiveness, the theme of

the event.

Women from five churches worked together to plan the day. Debbi Felker of Sacred

Heart Church welcomed the attendees and Karen Hanegar of Brevard Community

Church said an opening prayer Peterson, accompanied by Donya-Kaye Merrill of

Little River Baptist Church, led the group in singing hymnsfocusing on forgiveness.

Saint Down, who runs womens ' retreats in Central and South America, spoke about

forgiving the men who murdered her missionaryfather, Nate Saint, in Ecuador in 1 956.

She reminded the audience that love keeps no record of every wrong and that in the

Lord's Prayer we are told toforgive as we will beforgiven.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

New Pennybym
at Maryfield Cottages

Going Fast.

Pennybyrn at Maryfield cottages let you have it all.

A Pennybym at Maryfield cottage

is a superb choice for those

wanting to secure a fliil-service

retirement Mfestyie and still

experience the feel of a resi-

dential neighborhood.

These charming two-bed-

room, two-bath cottages

range from 1,458 to 1,710

square feet and are available

in three floor plans. Each is

smartly appointed with fully

equipped kitchens, bright, open

interiors, generous storage and

important safety features. Two

of the floor plans feature a

garage and all have an inviting

porch. A range of standard and

upgrade interior options is

available in kitchen and bath

cabinetry, countertops, carpet

and appliances.

With sponsorship by the

Sisters of the Poor Servants of

the Mother of God, Pennybyrn

at Maryfield is the culmination

of 60 years of rich history,

quality service and excellent

reputation. The cottages are

just one component of the new
71 -acre Pennybyrn full-service

retirement community now
under construction on the

Maryfield campus. Scheduled

to open in the Fall, Pennybym

at Maryfield will also offer

gracious apartment residences,

superior amenities, unparalleled

services and the provision

of on-site assisted living and

nursing care.

All the Perks in a Private Setting

"A cottage home at Pennybym

at Maryfield offers the best of

both worlds," says Pennybym

Marketing Director Tricia Pratt.

"You will be just steps away
from all the activities, with

easy access to Pennybyrn at

Maryfield's exceptional wellness

opportunities, gorgeous com-

mons area, elegant dining,

healthcare center and more.

All this, in a beautiful neigh-

borhood. As a resident, you can

trust the reputation, stability

and rich tradition of this faith-

based community."

Only a few cottages remain.

Call today.

Already almost 85% reserved,

Pennybym at Maryfield is filling

fast, with only a few more
cottages available.

Call (336) 886-4103 or toll-free

(866) 627-9343 or visit the web at

wwwPennybymAtMaryfield.a)ni.

NPCNH07
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Pope makes suggestions for Mass
EUCHARIST, from page 1

When Jesus instituted the Eucharist

at the Last Supper, he did not simply

thank God for the ways he had acted

throughout history to save people, the

pope said. Rather, Jesus revealed that

he himself was the sacrifice that would

bring salvation to fulfillment.

"The institution of the Eucharist

demonstrates how Jesus' death, for all

its violence and absurdity, became in

him a supreme act oflove and mankind's

definitive deliverance fi"om evil," Pope

Benedict wrote.

Celebrating the Eucharist, he said,

"flie church is able to celebrate and adore

the mystery of Christ" who is present in

the bread and wine through the power of

the Holy Spirit

In addition to offering a spiritual

reflectiononthemeaningofthe Eucharist,

the liturgy and eucharistic adoration.

Pope Benedict made several concrete

suggestions for further study and for

celebrating the Mass in the Latin rite:

— While he encoiiraged wider
knowledge and use of ftie Mass prayers

in Latin and of Gregorian chant, he also

repeated the synod's afSrmation of the

"beneficial influence" of the liturgical

changes made by the Second Vatican

Council on the life ofthe church.

However, he also endorsed the

synod's suggestion that at Masses with

a large, international congregation, the

liturgy be celebrated in I^tin "with the

exception ofthe readings, the homilyand

the prayer of the faithful."

— He encouraged bishops'
conferences, in collaboration with the

Vatican, to examine their practices for

the order and timing of the sacraments of

Christian initiation: baptism, confirmation

and Eucharist.

— In expressing his concern for the

number of Catholics unable to receive

Communion because of irregular marital

situations. Pope Benedict confirmed

church teaching that those who have

been divorced and civilly remarried

without having obtained an annulment

are not to receive Commimion.
However, the pope encouraged

bishops to ensure they have fully

trained and staffed marriage tribunals

to deal with annulment requests "in an

expeditious manner."
— Pope Benedict said the sign

of peace at Mass "has great value,"

especially in demonstrating the church's

responsibility to pray for peace and unity

in a world too often troubled by division,

violence and hatred.

While Catholics at Mass should

exchange a sign of peace with those

near them, he also called for "greater

restraint" to ensure the moment does not

become one of irreparable distraction.

— The pope also said the church

should consider providing new texts for

the rite of dismissal at the end ofMass so

that Catholics would understand better

the connection between what they have

just celebrated and the fact that they are

sent out in a mission to bring God's love

and truth to the world.

CNS PHOTO BY L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO

Pope Benedict XVI signs a 131 -page apostolic

exhortation "Sacramentum Caritatis" ("The

Sacrament of Charity") at the Vatican March 1 3.

— Pope Benedict said in order to

help Catholics "believe, celebrate and

live ever more fully the mystery of the

Eucharist," several Vatican offices are

preparing a compendiimi oftexts, prayers

and explanations of the church teaching

on the Eucharist and of the eucharistic

prayers used at Mass.
— He called for a general

improvement in the quality of homilies

and said bishops have a particular

responsibility to ensure that the liturgies

they celebrate provide an example for

the whole diocese of a liturgy celebrated

with dignity, beauty and fidelity to the

approved rites.

— The pope asked Catholics to pay

more attention to how their postures

and gestures at Mass communicate their

faith in the Eucharist, particularly by

"kneeling during the central moments of

the eucharistic prayer."

"Amid the legitimate diversity ofsigns

used in the context of different cultures,

everyone should be able to experience

and express the awareness that at each

celebration we stand before the infinite

majesty of God, who comes to us in the

lowliness of the sacramental signs."

— As for church architecture.

Pope Benedict encouraged parishes to

ensure their facilities are fully accessible

to people with disabilities and that

the tabernacle containing the Blessed

Sacrament is "readily visible to everyone

entering the church."

In the letter. Pope Benedict also

formally reaffirmed the obligation of

celibacy for priests in the Latin rite and

the fact that, in most cases. Catholics

and other Christians should not share the

Eucharist, which is a sign of full unity

in faith.

He reminded Catholics of the

obligation to be in a "state of grace,"

free from serious sin, before receiving

Communion, and of the fact that by

receiving Communion they are publicly

proclaiming their unity with the teaching

of the church.

Politicians and lawmakers must
introduce and support laws inspired

by those values, the pope said, adding,

"bishops are bound to reaffirm constantly

these values as part oftheir responsibility

to the flock entrusted to them."

The pope reminded bishops that

they must call all Catholics, particularly

politicians, to coherence of faith and

action, "but he cannot substitute himself

for the pastoral prudence of the bishop,"

said Cardinal Angelo Scola of Venice.

^GODT MEiJAGE FROM
/CRIPTURE^

A iPIRITUAL RETREAT
WITH REV. MR. CURTU/ R TODD

MAY 18-20, 2007
LIVING WATER/

CATHOLIC REELECTION CENTER
MAGGIE VALLEY, NC

Come to the Smoky Mountains of North Carolina to

praise and worship God's creative and diverse

beauty. This retreat is meant to be an experience in

spirituality and personal reflection. It will provide an

opportunity for participants to encounter nature wrtiile

experiencing the pleasures of silence, peaceful

reflection and prayer.

Our world today offers us few opportunities to "steal

away" for prayer, reflection and rest. We must

develop our spirituality and attune it to our times, as

each of us has an individual spiritual path.

Living Waters Catholic Reflection Center in beautiful

Maggie Valley will be the setting. Participants will enjoy private room accommodations, five (5) meals,

sessions for spiritual understanding and reflection as well as time to "steal away" and have a true experience

in God's creation. For more information on the Center go to the website - http://wvw.catholicretreat.org.

The Retreat begins Friday, May 18th. Please arrive at 5 pm. The reti^eat concludes after lunch on Sunday,

May 20th. Our Spiritual Leader will be Rev. Mr. Curtiss P. Todd.

Cost $100 per person - Advance registration and payment required. Space is limited.

REGISTRATION - ONE PERSON PER FORM

Name:

Address:

.

Phone:

In case of emergency contact:

.

Name: Relationship:.

Phone:

E-Mail Address:

Fonm of Payment: Personal Check Money Order Certified Check

Date of Registration:

(SORRY, NO CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED)

Complete the registration form, attach your payment and retum

by Friday, May 4th to:

African American Affairs Ministi^

Diocese of Chariotte

1123 South Church Street

Chariotte, NC 28203
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ST. PATRICK'S DAY
March 23, 2007

Photos by Kevin E. Murray

Members of Belmont Abbey College's alumni (above), St. Patrick School in Charlotte (below left) and St. Ann

School in Charlotte march in the 1 1th annual St. Patrick's Day Parade in uptown Charlotte March 17.

M.latrick

Qthedra'.

The Very Rex. Paul Gary

Rector

Rev. Mr. Xicholas Fadero

Dfcicon

Re\. Robert Con^vay

Parochial Vkar

Re\-. Mr. Carlos Medina
Deacon

HOLYWEEKSCHEDULE
Tuesday of Holy Week, April 3, 1 1 a.m.

Chrism Mass: Blessing of the Holy Oils

Bishop PeterJugis, celebrant

Holy Thursday, April 5, 7:30 p.m.

Mass of the Lord's Supper

Bishop PeterJugis, celebrant

Good Friday, April 6, 3 p.m.

Stations of the Cross

Good Friday, .^ril 6, 7:30 p.m.

Celebration of the Lord's Passion

Bishop PeterJugis, celebrant

Easter Vigil Mass, April 7, 8:30 p.m.

Bishop PeterJugis, celebrant

Easter Sunday Masses

8 a.m., 9:30 am.,

1 1 a.m., Bishop PeterJugis, celebrant

12:30 p.m.

1.621 Dilworth Road East

Charlotte, NC 28203 (704) 334-2283

Visit our Web site at vnvw.stpatricks.org

Catholic parishes, schools

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Knights of Columbus lead the 11th annual St. Patrick's Day Parade in uptown Charlotte March

17. Thousands of spectators viewed the parade, which made its way along Tryon Street past

St. Peter Church.

Voices and Places

ofThe People ofGod

iim mi ifVit Fe^r iiQi

THt EhacEss at Ch*k.€>tte

The Diocese of Charlotte
is commemorating its 35th
-Anniversary with the publication

of a special volume of beautiful

photographs, spiritual reflections

and fascinating history.

You will enjoy more than 35

spiritual reflections from laity

throughout the diocese as well as

from clergy including Bishop Peter

J. Jugis, Bishop Emeritus William

G. Curlin, and Archbishop John F.

Donoghue.

Plus, the book is filled with numerous

historical photos and interesting

facts about the growth and

development of the Diocese of

Charlotte.

Cost of this beautiful book is $25.99 plus tax and $4.85

shipping and handling. Allow 2 weeks for delivery.

Order your copy at www.Diocesebook.com.

Ifyou do not have Internet access, call 704-370-3333.



Inarch 23, 2007

ST. PATRICK'S DAY
The Catholic News & Herald 9

;anizations participate in St. Patrick's Day Parade

Photos by Kevin E. Murray

Taking part in the 1 1th annual St. Patrick's Day Parade in uptown Charlotte March 17 are members of the Ladies Ancient Order of Mibernians (above

left), the Ancient Order of Hibernians (above right), St. Matthew Church in Charlotte (below left) and Cub Scout Pack 174 at St. Gabriel School in Charlotte

(below right).

Reserve Now
to guarantee lowest rates

!j

Join the Diocese of Charlotte

and Fr. Mo West, Vicar General and Chancellor, for the

MASKA eROISE and RETREAT
with a day in Seattle!

August 17-25, 2007

Your 8-day excursion includes:

* Daily Mass; time for spiritual growth and peaceful reflection on the

majestic grandeur of God's creation

* Round trip airfare from Charlotte

* All meals and accommodations on Holland America's luxury cruise

ship Oosterdam with stops in Seattle, Juiieau, Hubbard Glacier, Sitka,

Ketchikan and Victoria, BC
* One pre-cruise night at hotel in Seattle with city tour and free time

* Airport transfers in Seattle

Price starts at only $2,199 per person for double occupancy and includes

airfare from Charlotte, all ship meals, accommodations, Seattle hotel and city tour,

transfers, port charges and taxes (which may be subject to change).

Reserve today for best cabin choice and lowest rates! Call for a

brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704)370-3332 or Corporate Travel Service

(800)727-1999, Ext. 116.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Above: Members of St. Mark School in Huntersville march past St. Peter Church during the 1 1th annual

St. Patrick's Day Parade in uptown Charlotte March 1 7.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: APRIL 1, 2007

Two inside views of late pope's life

don't make for redundant reading
VATICAN CITY (CNS)— As Pope

lohn Paul II's sainthood cause rolled

forward, two people close to him have

offered quite different insider accounts of

his life and times.

Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz of

Krakow, the late pope's personal

secretary for 39 years, has produced a

conversational memoir called "A Life

with Karol." In anecdotal fashion, it

sketches-many of their major and minor

experiences together.

Pope Benedict XVI has meanwhile

released "John Paul II: My Beloved

Predecessor," a more analytical look at

the philosophical and theological impact

of his pontificate.

Although the books focus on the

same subject, they don't make for

redundant reading. That says something

about the breadth of Pope John Paul's

26-year pontificate.

The volumes arrived in European

bookstores just as church officials

announced that the diocesan phase of

Pope John Paul's sainthood cause would

end April 2, the second anniversary of his

death. The cause now goes to the Vatican.

Cardinal Dziwisz's more or less

chronological account in "A Life with

Karol" begins with the day Archbishop

Karol Wojtyla of Krakow asked him to

be his personal secretary.

When Pope John Paul II's election

was armounced in 1978, Father Dziwisz

was under the main balcony in St. Peter's

Square with a crowd of Romans, most

of whom didn't recognize Cardinal

Wojtyla's name. "That's my bishop!"

was the incredulous secretary's first

thought. "It happened!"

The book reveals some private papal

moments with the world's powerful and

powerless. In Chile in 1 987, shortly after

being constrained to appear with Gen.

Augusto Pinochet on his presidential

balcony, the pope told the dictator it was

time to think about handing back power

to a civilian government.

After visiting Blessed Mother Teresa

at her home for the dying in Calcutta in

1986, the pope whispered to her: "If I

could, I'd be pope from here."

I

Frequently, Cardinal Dziwisz wrote,
j

the pope would direct his motorcade to

pull over so he could visit poor families in

between official stops on foreign travels

to Third World countries.

The pope's visits to his native

Poland helped spark a spiritual-political

revolution, and Cardinal Dziwisz tells the

story from the pope's perspective. The

book recounts that when the government

allowed the pope to meet in 1983 with

Solidarity leader Lech Walesa in a

mountain hut, the pope figured the place

must be bugged and so led Walesa outside

for their talks.

Pope Benedict's book is a collection

of previous talks and essays; so there are

no real revelations. Perhaps because Popes

John Paul and Benedict were so much in

synch on nearly every issue, press reports

have focused on one minor disagreement:

the Bob Dylan concert of 1997.

As news, it's recycled— from a paper

he wrote as Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger in

1998, for the 20th anniversary of Pope

John Paul's election. The concert closed

out the World Eucharistic Congress in

Bologna, Italy, and Cardinal Ratzinger

said he had been skeptical of the idea

of an increasingly frail and ailing pope

sharing the stage with a group ofrock and

pop stars ("Bob Dylan and others whose
names I don't remember.").

"They had a message that was
completely different from the one the

pope was committed to," then-Cardinal

Ratzinger wrote. He said he wondered

whether "it was really right to let these
!

types of 'prophets' intervene."

His comment was probably aimed

more at a genre of music than at Dylan,

who played a short but great set for the

pope and 300,000.

Pope John Paul listened, chin in

hand, and then capitalized on the moment
to give a sermon based on the lyrics

to "Blowin' in the Wind." It was a

characteristic effort by someone who was
always trying to build bridges to younger

generations.

In response, Dylan sang an encore

that seemed intended for the aging

pontiff: "Forever Young."

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES
1st Holy Communion Celebrations Coming Soon!

We're ready to help with gifts and holy reminders for your loved ones as we

celebrate with you their continued growth in our faith.

Come visit our Cornelius store or one of our scheduled parish visits:

St Mark, Huntersville Monday, March 26— 4-7pm

St. Philip, Statesville - SaL & Sun., April 21 -22 after Masses

SPECIAL PARISH VISITS: If you'd like to arrange a parish visit, ask your pastor to

call me, manager Allen Bond, and v/e'W make every effort to meet his schedule.

May God Bless you all as we approach Easter.

704r655-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

maryimmaculata.com

NEW CHARLOTTE STORE

LOCATION to be announced very

soon! Watch this space as we unveil

our new location.

April I , Palm Sunday

of the Lord's Passion

Cycle C Readings:

Procession: Luke 19:28-40

1) Isaiah 50:4-7

Psabn 22:8-9, 17- 18a,

19-20, 23-24

2) Philippians 2:6-11

3) Gospel: Luke 22:14 to 23:56

Holy Week a time

to appreciate all the

bodies of Christ

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Body consciousness: It's been around

since Adam and Eve first discovered they

were naked.

The human body has been the

subject of Greek sculpture, Renaissance

paintings and modem science. In our

time it's the great concern ofthe fashion,

diet and health care industries.

In today's readings, references to

specific human body parts occur no less

than seven times in Isaiah and eight times

in the psalm; the epistle to the Philippians

speaks at length about Jesus and his

human form, and the Gospel is one long

narrative about Jesus' giving over his

body— not once, but twice— for the life

of the world.

The resurrection of that same body

will be the focus of the anticipated great

feast of Easter.

An Irish professor in one of m
theology courses loved to quote Latin

his rich brogue, and his most freque

saying was "caro est cardo salutis,'

which translates, "the flesh is the binge ol

salvation." It's a concise way ofsaying

the saving act of Jesus hinges upon bodii

— his and ours— surrendered in self-gifL

Yet Catholic Christians have had
long, imfortunate and dualistic tendency

to separate the "body" jfrom the "soul,'

often deeming the body a mere vehicle o:

human activity, a "necessary evil" from

which one must escape for salvation o:

the soul to truly take place.

We pummel our bodies into

submission or ignore them altogether;

abuse them with substances or obsess

about their appearance. Then when death

comes, it is often welcomed as a release

from a body that has betrayed us through

disease or the ravages of age.

We rarely reflectupon the crucial role h^

of the human body as the means through
|

[rg

which God has chosen to love us.

At the beginning of this holiest of

weeks, I resolve to reflecton the life, death

and resurrection of Jesus wifliout soft-

pedaling or spiritualizing their physical

aspects. Jesus didn't take on human flesh

only at his birth; he embraced what being

"enfleshed" means.

My body, your body, the bodies of

the poor, the abused, the unborn and the

neglected are all holy and worthy oflove

and care. The Eucharist, the gift ofJesus'

body as food, reminds us of this truth.

That's the sort of "body consciousness"

that Christians are to practice.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 25-31

Sunday (Fifth Sunday of Lent), Isaiah 43:16-21, Philippians 3:8-14, John 8:1-11; Monday (The

Annunciation of the Lord), Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10, Hebrews 10:4-10, Luke 1:26-38; Tuesday

(Lenten Weekday), Numbers 21:4-9, John 8:21-30; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday), Daniel

3:14-20, 91-92, 95 Daniel 3:52-56, John 8:3142; Thursday (Lenten Weekday), Genesis

17:3-9, John 8:51-59; Friday (Lenten Weekday), Jeremiah 20:10-13 John 10:31-42; Saturday

(Lenten Weekday), Ezekiel 37:21-28, John 11:45-56.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 1-7

Sunday (Palm Sunday ofthe Lord's Passion), Luke 19:28-40, Isaiah 50:4-7, Philippians 2:6-11

,

Luke 22:14—23:56; Monday (Monday of Holy Week), Isaiah 42:1-7 John 12:1-11; Tuesday

(Tuesday of Holy Week), Isaiah 49:1-6, John 13:21-33, 36-38; Wednesday (Wednesday of

Holy Week), Isaiah 50:4-9 Matthew 26:14-25; Thursday (Holy Thursday), Exodus 12:1-8,

11-14, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, John 13:1-15; Friday (Good Friday), Isaiah 52:13—53:12,

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9, John 18:1-19:42; Saturday (Easter Vigil), Exodus 14:15-15:1,

Exodus 15:1-6, 17-18, Romans 6:3-11, Luke 24:1-12.

CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGES
11 Days Pilgrimage to Poland and Prague. Aug 27-Sep 6, 2007. $2950 pp. Includes 2 nights In

Warsaw, 2 nights Czestrochowa, 3 nights each in Krakow & Prague. Fr. Price Oswalt from OKC

11 Days Italian Shrines. Sep 22-Oct 3, 2007. $2990 pp. Includes 2 nights each in Venice &

Assisi, 3 nights each in Florence & Rome. Visit Padua, Ravenna & Siena. Fr. Krempafrom

Winchester, VA

12 Days Fatima & Spain. Oct 8-19, $2750 pp. Includes 3 nights each Fatima & Madrid, 2 nights

Santiago de Compostela, 1 night each in Burgos SAvila. Visit Toledo. Fr. That Son from WV.

Includes air from Raleigh, Chariotte and Greenslxjro; daily breakfast and dinners. Call John

Tagnesi at 888-544-4461.

(These are privately-sponsored trips, not affiliated with the Diocese of Chariotte.)

I
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Gates' worth unlocking Christopher Awards honor the

best in films, TV/cable, books
Awards recognize works that affirm the

highest values ofthe human spirit

CNS PHOTO BY IFC

hn Hurt (foreground) and Hugh Dancy star in "Beyond the Gates," a gripping dramatization about

e 1 994 siege of a Rwandan secondary school at the height of the genocide. As a dedicated Catholic

iest and an idealistic young British teacher, they attempt to protect some 2,500 Tutsi citizens from

« machete-wielding Hutus hovering just outside the school gates. This important film is acceptable for

ature teens. Much disturbing if discreetly handled violence, description of atrocities, images of dead

id wounded, some rough language and mild profanity uttered under duress, a childbirth scene. The

SCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-lll— adults. The Motion Picture Association of

merica rating is R— restricted. Under 17 requires accompanying parent or adult guardian.

NEW YORK (CNS)— Seven films,

five television/cable shows and 1 1 books

were honored March 15 with Christopher

Awards in New York.

The Christophers, sponsor of the

awards, estimated that 114 writers,

directors, producers and illustrators

in all were honored. The organization

recognizes works that affirm the highest

values of the human spirit.

Films receiving awards were
"Akeelah and the Bee," "Charlotte's

Web," "Miss Potter," "Sophie Scholl:

The Final Days," "The Nativity Story,"

"World Trade Center" and "Water."

The TV/cable programs honored

were HBO's "Baghdad ER," "A Simple

Twist of Fate" from ABC's "20/20,"

TNT's "The Ron Clark Story," Cinemax's

"Cinemax Reel Life: Favela Rising," and

"Chimpanzees: An Urmatural History"

Bridget, 8. from Kenya, and sponsor Mary L, U.S.A.

^^^^f "Wk Offering hope.

^^^i^f^ Restoring dignity.

C F C A Worldwide.

To learn more
or sponsor

visit our Web site at

www.cfcausa.org

call us toll-free at

(800) 875-6564

A+ rating by the

American Institute of Philanthropy

vrtww.charitywateh.org

Highest rating of four-stars from

Charity Navigator

www.charitynavigator.org

'What a blessing my
sponsored child is'

Mary L., w^ho lives in New Jersey, chose to .sponsor a child

through Christian Foundation for Children and Aging so

she could help make the world a better place. In particular,

she liked the opportunity CFCA offered to butld a friend-

ship with someone in a developing country. The letters

and photographs she exchanged with Bridget in Kenya

allowed her actually to see the difference her sponsorship

was making in the 8-year-old s life: "All you have to do

is look at her picture for yourself This girl's soul radi-

ates. What a blessing she is." Mary also had a chance to

visit Bridget on one of CFCAs mission awareness trips.

"CFCA is confident enough to show us the projects and

that so much of the donations go to the children and

aging," Mary said.

CFCA has served more than 475,000 children and elderly

in developing countries over the past 25 years—empow-
ering them to make more choices in their lives, live with

dignity and reach their potential.

You can improve someone's life, too. Your sponsorsliip

of $30 a month helps your sponsored firiend with criti-

cal immediate needs such as nutrition, medical care and

clothing. But it goes much flirther. It also develops self-

reliance through education, sldlls and Hvelihood training

for families, and community involvement.

Founded by Catholic lay people and grounded in Catholic

social teaching, CFCA works with people of all faiths.

Sponsor a child or aging friend today and help make the

world a better place for aU.

Sponsor a chiid through CFCA. it works.

from PBS' "Nature."

Six books for adults and five books

for young people also were honored.

The six books for adults were all

nonfiction titles:

"Barefootin': Life Lessons From the

Road to Freedom" by Unita Blackwell

with JoAnne Prichard Morris; "Enrique's

Journey" by Sonia Nazario; "The
Language of God: A Scientist Presents

Evidence for Belief by Francis S.

Collins; "Left to Tell: Discovering God
Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust" by

Immaculee Ilibagiza with Steve Erwin;

"My Life With the Saints" by Jesuit

Father James Martin; and "The Lemon
Tree: An Arab, a Jew, and the Heart ofthe

Middle East" by Sandy Tolan.

The five winners in books for young

people were in different age categories:

— Preschool: "Hero Cat" by Eileen

Spinelli and illustrated by Jo Ellen

McAllister Stammen.
— Ages 6-8: "How We Are Smart"

by W. Nikola-Lisa and illustrated by

Sean Quails.

— Ages 8-10: "The Miraculous

Journey of Edward Tulane" by Kate

DiCamillo and illustrated by Bagram
IbatouUine.

— Ages 10-12: "Listen!" by
Stephanie S-. Tolan.

— Young adult: "Bread and Roses,

Too" by Katherine Paterson, author of

the perennial favorite children's novel

"Bridge to Terabithia."

Also presented during the ceremony

was only the fourth Christopher

Leadership Award in the 58-year history

of the Christopher Awards to longtime

television executive William Baker, and

a Special Christopher Award to NBC's
long-running "The More You Know"
public service announcement campaign.

The Christophers, founded in 1945,

goes by the credo "It is better to light one

candle than to curse the darkness."

C
Cc

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

wvvw.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofCohimbus
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In search of peace
Lectures, prayer service mark 'month ofpeace

'

BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

MURPHY—At noon, just as the sun

briefly lit the gray clouds, the procession

made its way from St. William Church's

parish hall for a prayer service on the

church's labyrinth.

In a world that often seems immersed

in war and other forms of violence,

parishioners at St. William Church in

Murphy and Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Hayesville paused in January

to "Celebrate a Month of Peace."

ParishionerMike Kauflfinan, carrying

the processional crucifix, led the group

Jan. 15. Some 16 members of St. William

and Immaculate Heart of Mary churches

followed, each carrying a candle to light

from the peace candle carried by another

parishioner.

"I think (the peace-month idea)

probably started with Pope Benedict's

message for the World Day ofPeace (Jan.

1
)," Kaufi&nan said after the service. "(St.

William Church parishioner) Michelle

Calascione and I started to talk about it."

"Meanwhile," he continued, "a

couple came over from Immaculate

Heart ofMary—^Mary Joyce and Vernon

Dixon — who have done workshops

on centering prayer. They were very

enthusiastic that we had installed a

3,000-paver labyrinth and said, 'Let's do

a prayer service at the labyrinth.'"

Peace month began with Mass at St.

William Chxirch on Jan. 5.

On Jan. 8, Notre Dame Sister

Patricia McCarthy, associate provincial

for the Sisters of the Congregation of

Notre Dame and a lecturer on peace and

nonviolence, gave presentations at the

churches on "Peace: More Than Just a

Word on a Christmas Card."

The morning of Jan. 15, the Texana

Commimity Development Club inMurphy

was packed for its 14th annual Martin

LutherKing Jr. Prayer Breakfast. Members
of St. William and Immaculate Heart of

Mary churches attended, and Notre Dame
Sister Terry Martin of Hayesville led a

prayer to end world hunger.

At noon, the prayer service at St.

William Church began as the participants

assembled on the labyrinth.

MaryAnn Schwane read the opening

prayer, which affirmed that, "In a world

marked by darkness ofterrorism, war and

injustice, we boldly proclaim that Jesus

Christ . . . has the power to overcome this

darkness."

"We are called, in our own life

situations, which can often be marked

by conflict, to welcome Christ, the light,

into our hearts, marriages, families,

neighborhoods and parishes," the prayer

continued. "As we begin, let us pray

that the light of Christ will radiate from

within us to change our ovm lives and

radiate out to change the world."

Everyone lit his or her individual

candles from the peace candle.

Colossians 3:11-17 was read, a

reminder that all are equal in God's

sight and that we must "put on ...

heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility,

gentleness, and patience . .
.."

After silence and reflection, and

the church's bell tolling for peace, more
candles were lit as the group prayed for

peace "in our hearts . . . Church . . . nation

. . . world — the peace of your will, the

peace of our need."

Father George Kloster, pastor of St.

William and Immaculate Heart of Mary
churches, also asked God to "bless all

those today who are working for peace."

After the bell tolled again three

times, many stayed to walk the labyrinth

in silent prayer for peace.

Pope Benedict XVI 's Worid Day of

I

SALES REPRESENTATIVES
J.S. Paluch Co., established in 1913, the nation's oldest Catholic Publisher, is now

interviewing for the position of Sales Representatives for

parish church bulletins Realistic earnings potential of 40K+,

health insurance, paid vacation, 401 K. Some travel required.

Self-motivation a must. Bilingual helpful in some areas. To

an'ange an interview call Les Black at 800-432-3240. Seniors

welcome to apply. EOE

Pnndpal - Catholic Elementary School

Chantilly, Virginia

St. Veronica Catholic School, a K through 8th-grade school located in the

Diocese of Arlington, Virginia, is currently seeking a principal starting in

the 2007-2008 school year. St. Veronica is a medium-size parish with a

growing school population. Candidates for principal must be willing to

assume responsibility for the day-to-day administration of the school, as

well as assist in developing long range goals.

For more information about this exciting opportunity and for instructions

on how to apply, please visit the St. Veronica parish website at:

http://www2.stveronica.net/principaL

People walk a labyrinth in silent prayer for peace

Murphy Jan. 1 5.

Peace message wasn't the only impetus

for a month devoted to promoting peace.

The month of peace celebration

continued with four showings of the film

"Gandhi" at St. William and Immaculate

Heart of Mary churches.

A few months ago, Augustinian

Father Bob Dueweke, who is involved

in Hispanic ministry in the Smoky
Movintain Vicariate, gave a presentation

on the just-war doctrine, Kauffrnan said.

"The Gandhi film kind ofworked its

way into the program because of Father

Dueweke's presentation," Kauffman
said. "We hoped the film would clarify

the difference between nationalism and

patriotism."

"Nationalism — my country right

or wrong — could get into idolatry,"

Kauffman explained. "Patriotism is

Photo by Joaniia M. Neuenbac

during a prayer service held at St. William Church ii

support of righteous ideals but not jus

any policy."

The film tells the story of Mohandai

K. Gandhi (honorific title, Mahatma)
who, as the peace-month brochun
explained, "developed a method ofactioi

based upon the principles of courage

nonviolence and truth called Satyagrahj

(passive resistance). He believed that tht

way people behave is more important

than what they achieve.

Peace month ended Jan. 31 wit!

a Mass at Immaculate Heart of Marj'

Church. The date was chosen to be as

close as possible to the anniversary oJ

Gandhi's assassination, Jan. 30, 1948

Contact Correspondeni Joanita M.

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

iltii
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^ElMONT ABBEY
COLLEGE

CUTHBERT ALLEN
Lecture Series

Mr. John Allen
A lecture by Vatican expert John Allen

entitled: "Understanding the Megatrends

Affecting the Catholic Church"

will be held on April 2, 2007, in the Haid

Theatre on the Belmont Abbey College

campus at 8:00pm. Admission is free.

To read some of Mr. Allen's articles,

go to vvww.ncronline.org.

Reservations are required.

Contact Denise Boykin at (704) 825-6728
or DeniseBoykin@bac.edu

Belmont Abbey College is located 10 minutes from Charlotte: 1-85 Exit 26

Classifieds

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

ii
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\ \4ercy Sister Mary Emmanuel Blasi dies at 94
Sister Blasi rememberedfor strongfaith, sweet demeanor

BELMONT — Mercy Sister Mary
mmanuel Blasi died March 19 at Sacred

[eart Convent in Belmont. She was 94.

Received as a Sister ofMercy Jan. 5,

935, she was in her 73rd year as a Sister

f Mercy.

Bom Catherine Florence Blasi in

Jrooklyn, N.Y., March 13, 1913, she

ook the name Sister Mary Emmanuel
ipon entering the Sisters of Mercy in

Vugust 1934. In 1937, Sister Blasi began

ler ministry as a substitute teacher at

)0th St. Patrick School in Charlotte and

Jacred Heart School in Salisbiuy.

In 1938 she began another type

)f service when she was assigned to

he dietary department at Nazareth

Orphanage in Raleigh. She remained

here until 1940, when she transferred

0 the dietary department of St. Joseph's

hospital in Asheville. She ministered

here until 1945.

Mercy Sister Mary Emmanuel Blasi

The mid- 1940s also saw her serving

in the dietary departments of both St.

Leo's Boarding School and Sacred Heart

Junior College. In 1947, she became
director of the dietary department at

Mercy Hospital in Charlotte, where she

remained until 1968.

That year. Sister Blasi took over

management of the coffee shop at

vce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

1401 Parton Ave.

Asheville, NC
(828) 252-3535

72 Long Sioais Road

AnJen,NC

(828) 687-3530

Pre-arrangements and obituaries <m-litf

Assuring
Absolute

I Integrity

J Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

' at wwiD.grocefuneralhome.com

\

"Each day was a

new challenge."

— Mercy Sister Blasi

Mercy Hospital, where she ministered

until 1972. Not one to relax, she also

volunteered as a Sister Visitor at Mercy
Hospital while serving as local superior

of Mercy Hospital Convent.

Following her return to Belmont
in 1974, she managed the Sacred Heart

College bookstore while serving as local

superior of the motherhouse until 1976.

Sister Blasi was very involved in the

charismatic renewal movement within

the Diocese of Charlotte, faithfully

attending monthly charismatic Masses
and a weekly prayer group.

The movement "meant everything to

me. It really opened up a whole new way
ofthinking, loving and caring ... a personal

relationship with Jesus, the Holy Spirit and

Father God," she once said.

It was her loving relationship with

the Lord that once drew her to undertake

a month-long mission to Juarez, Mexico,

where she helped distribute food and

clothing to needy families.

"The best thing aboutmy trip was the

peace I found in understanding how you
can live without all the comforts of life

and beat peace and enjoy every moment
of life," she said upon her return. "Each

Sisters of Mercy

foundation gives grants
CHARLOTTE — The Sisters of

Mercy of North Carolina Foundation

recently announced grant awards totaling

$1,480,385 to 35 nonprofit organizations

in North and South Carolina.

The grant fionds will be used forawide

variety of purposes by the organizations.

Supported programs include affordable

housing, crisis assistance, education, food

distribution, health care, immigration

assistance, job training, legal services and

social services.

Since 1996, the foundation has

awarded 720 grants totaling more than

$34 million to organizations serving

unserved or underserved populations.

day was a new challenge."

There were two things almost
guaranteed to bring a smile to her face.

The first, fi-equently done in solitude,

was fishing; the second was often a group

event. Whenever children would visit

Marian Center, you could be assured

that Sister Blasi's sweet demeanor would
draw them to her side.

Sister Blasi is survived by her

religious community; one sister; three

sisters-in-law; a niece; and her close

friend. Brother James Toman of the

Beloved Disciples of El Paso, Texas.

A Mass of Christian burial was held

at Cardinal Gibbons Memorial Chapel

March 22, with internment following at

Belmont Abbey Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to the

Sisters of Mercy, Sacred Heart Convent,

100 Mercy Drive, Belmont, N.C. 28012.

e of the Carolinas.'

you seeking?

Belmont abbey
College

.
I r r; 1

*>; G S G C D .Vi A Y ? t G 1. O R i f J ; V

Apply now for fall 20071

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyColiege.edu
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Perspectives A coliectiofi of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

To Know Jesus Christ'

Eucharistic Lord is

present, waiting for
us in Eucharist

Plans are underway for our next

diocesan Eucharistic Congress, to be

held Sept. 21-22, 2007 at the Charlotte

Convention Center. Please reserve the

dates on your calendar and make plans

to participate.

This will be our third Eucharistic

Congress for the Diocese of Charlotte.

At this annual event, the whole diocese

comes together as one family to celebrate

our faith and our love for Jesus.

The encounter with Jesus in the

Eucharist

The theme for this year's congress

is taken from St. Paul's first letter to the

Corinthians: "To Know Jesus Christ" (1

Cor 2:2).

After an apparently unsuccessful

attempt to evangelize the Athenians

through a philosophical presentation

of Jesus (Acts 17), St. Paul resolved to

present a different Jesus when he went

to preach to the Corinthians. He decided

to preach the Christ whom he knew
personally: the Christ who suffered, was
crucified, died, was buried, and whom he

met as risen from the dead.

Thus St. Paul wrote to the

Corinthians: "I resolved to know nothing

while I was with you except Jesus Christ,

and him crucified" (1 Cor 2:2). This

is the real Jesus whom St. Paul knew
through a personal encounter on the road

to Damascus.

How does this encounter of St. Paul

with the risen Lord relate to the Holy

Eucharist? The living Christ whom
St. Paul knew and proclaimed to the

Corinthians is the same living Christ

whom we meet in the Eucharist: the

Christ who suffered, was crucified, died,

was buried and who rose from the dead.

In the Eucharist, we encounter Jesus

Christ who is really and substantially

present in his body, blood, soul and

divinity. In the Eucharist, the risen Lord

brings us into sacramental communion
with himself and draws us into the

paschal mystery of his suffering, death

and resurrection.

Thus we come to know him as St.

Paul did in the fullness of his paschal

mystery. Pope John Paul II wrote in his

encyclical on the Eucharist:

"At every celebration ofthe Eucharist,

we are spiritually brought back to the

paschal Triduum: to the events of the

evening of Holy Thursday, to the Last

Supper and to what followed it.

"The institution of the Eucharist

sacramentally anticipated the events

which were about to take place, begirming

with the agony in Gethsemane. Once
again we see Jesus as he leaves the Upper

Room, descends with his disciples to the

Kidron Valley and goes to the Garden of

From the

Bishop
mmmammmmmmmmmmmm

BISHOP PETER J.

JUGIS
BISHOP OF CHARLOTTE

Olives. . . . Christ in prayer was filled with

anguish 'and his sweat became like drops

of blood falling down upon the ground.'

"The blood, which shortly before

he had given to the Church as the

drink of salvation in the sacrament of

the Eucharist, began to be shed; its

outpouring would then be completed on

Golgotha to become the means of our

redemption. ... The agony in Gethsemane

was the introduction to the agony of die

Cross on Good Fridiay: the holy hour,

the hour of the redemption ofthe world"

(Ecclesia de Eucharistia 3, 4).

The events ofthe paschal mystery of

Jesiis' sufifering, death and r^urrection

are made present to us in the Eucharist

The Eucharist is thus Jesus' "gift of

himself, of his person in his sacred

humanity, as well as the gift ofhis saving

work" (Eccl. de Euch. 11).

The desire to know Jesus

Our faith in Jesus allows us to know
him and to recognize his real presence

in the Eucharist. Our faith in Jesus also

moves our hearts to want to be with him
whom we have met.

Like the two disciples on the road

to Enmiaus, our eyes are opened and we
recognize him because ofthe gift offaith.

.Our hearts are enkindled and we long for

his presence.

Pope John Paul n wrote: "Whenever

the Church celebrates the Eucharist,

the faithful can in some way relive the

experience of the two disciples on the

road to Emmaus: 'their eyes were opened

and they recognized him' (Lk 24: 31)"

(Eccl. de Euch. 6).

Jesus is really present and we can

know him in the Eucharist We recognize

his presence, and our hearts desire to

draw close to him.

Our reverence for the Blessed

Sacrament is a sign that we do know
that Jesus is really present in the Holy

Eucharist and that we love him. Through

our devotion to our Eucharistic Lord,

may our union with Jesus deepen and

intensify. May we bring this living

knowledge of Jesus with us into all our

parish activities, and into the celebration

of our next Eucharistic Congress.

To know Jesus Christ we turn to flie

Eucharist, where Jesus is really present

and waiting for us.

I look forward to seeing you at

the congress, filled with love for our

Eucharistic Lord.

Going green
Catholics are stewardsy not masters of creation

]

Our parish is going green.

Not just for St Patrick's Day. Not
just for spring. We are going green

for good-

This Lent we took on a new spiritual

discipline. In addition to the usual

disciplines, we are trying to become
better stewards ofGod's creation.

It is something that is long overdue
— for the church and for our society.

This year our parish council set up
a committee to look at all aspects of our

parish life in relation to the environment

I had read about a parish in Michigan

that set iq) a similar conmiittee. They had
even started producing wind power and

using solar panels to heat water.

We are an average-size Catholic

parish with about 1,100 fitmilies (around

3,300 people).We are not "Big Foot" in

our environmental impact, but we are

nonetheless significant

Our activities geaerate a lot oftrash.

We fill a dumpster every week. We use

hundreds of Styrofoam cups and plates

every week. Our five buildings use

thousands of dollars woitili of electricity

andheating fiiel every month. Sometimes

we oveifaeat and air-condition.

We have run-off water fi'om our

paridng lots, lawns and fields that pollute

die local wateished. We could cut down
on fertilize. We have a lot of land in

forest and wetlands (more than 60 acres).

We could plant more trees and protect the

ones we alrea<fy have.

I do notthinkwe are major polluters,

but we are typical Amoicans. And being

typical Americans means we use more of

the earth's resources than most people.

It is time fw us to do something to

counter this.

So we put togettier a committee of

parishioners who have a concern for

the environment and real expertise. The
chairman. Dr. Bob Ulanowicz, is a well-

known biologist

We gave them a commission
that includes some short-term and
long-term tasks:

They are to look into ways to

reduce our energy cdnsumption and

thereby our carbon "footprint" (including

our vehicles).

Parish

Diary

My

FATHER PETER
DALY

QMS COLUMNIST

They are to address recycling ofpapei"

and other waste, and explore ways to avoic

generating nonbiodegradable waste.

They are looking for alternatives tc

chemical fertilizers and ways to preserve*
"J"'

our wetlands and forest lands.

For the long term they will'

recommend changes to our heating and'

cooling plants. We might even put in

solar panels to heat water and exhausf F*^

vents to cool buildings. ' ^
^

We will look at ways of educating

the parish to be better stewards ol

the environment. One suggestion we
already have is to sell canvas tote bags toi

parishioners so we don't have to use so

many plastic bags at the store.

Why should a Catholic churchf
do this?

Our theology tells us about our

relationship to nature. While Genesis

says that we should "fill the earth and

subdue it," we do not have a license to

ruin it.

Each of us is just "passing through"

this earth. Ourtruehome is in the next life.

That makes us die "stewards" (temporary

custodians) of the environment, not the

"masters" (owners) of creation.

So we are going to try our best te

go green. There are some folks who are

disturbed by this, but not many. Most
parishioners see the wisdom and the

necessity ofbeing better stewards.

One happy bonus of going green

is that it will save some green. Just

adjusting our thermostats and replacing

incandescent light bulbs with cool

fluorescent bulbs will save a few thousand

dollars in the first year.

From now on our parish is

wearing green.

Tanatic' about good stewardship
Recent letters to the editor

about global warming and related

environmental issues surest an alarming

and embarrassing degree ofignorance, as

well as an inexplicable blindness towards

the Christian duties ofloving stewardship

for all ofGod's creation.

The authors of these letters would

be well served to educate themselves

quickly. They could attend conferences

such as "Faithful Stewards of God's

Creation," sponsored by the diocesan

OfiBce ofJustice and Peace at Immaculate

Conception Church in Hendersonville

March 31.

There are many of us who are

proud to be called "fanatics," because

we "fanatically" worship God our

creator, the God who created all living

diings. And "God looked at everything

he had made, and He found it very

I

good" (Genesis 1:31). He gave us these

unbelievable gifls. He gave us the duty

to care for it all. It doesn't get mucW
simpler than that. 1

— Suzarme Konopka'

Asheville?

WRITEALEnERTO THE EDITOR

Tlie Cathoiic News & Herald asks that letters be

originals of 250 words or less, pertain to recent

newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be

in good taste. To be considered for publication,

each letter must include the nam?, address and

daytime phone number of the writer for purpose

of verification. Letters may be condensed due to

space limitations and edited for clarity, style and

factual a(xuracy.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The

Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267. Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

cattiolicnews@charlottediocese.org.

I
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)words drawn for the Good Book
iihle literacy is key to living the faith

My wife Debbie is a convert to the

atholic faith. Over the years she has

amed a great deal about the religion

ito which I was bom and I have gained

nowledge of the Baptist faith that

artured her early life.

One thing I admire about many of

le Baptists I've met is their easy fluency

I B'ith the Bible. Debbie tells stories of

Mer Sunday school classes where she

Harticipated in "sword drills"— students

'ould hold a closed Bible between

leir hands, waiting for the teacher to

onounce a citation that would start the

Joung students searching. The first to

ad the passage would win.

Obviously to be good at sword drills,

ou had to be familiar with the Bible.

I thought of sword drills recently

j|j/hen I came across an essay on Bible

ID
iteracy. Most of us have Bibles in our

jt
j|

;omes, but how many know what the

IS
'entateuch is? (It is the first five books of

he Old Testament.)

In addition to being the "textbook for

i
jJ.alvation," the Bible is a great old work

)f literature that is a common reference

)oint for the western world. The Bible is

ised to justify and/or condemn the death

jenalty, homosexuality, war and illegal

mmigration, to name a few of the more
caustic issues of our time.

Being Bible-literate is to know
he Good Book well and understand

Jiow influential it is in our lives outside

[( Df church.

Without Bible literacy. Rev. Martin

Luther King Jr.'s 1963 "I Have a Dream
Speech" is simply poetic. But if you
are Bible literate, you appreciate the

authority of statements like, "I have a

ItlDj

dream that one day every valley shall be

exalted, every hill and mountain shall be

made low

The quote, derived fi-om the 40th

chapter ofIsaiah, imbues the speech with

an eternal power that touches the hearts

of people 44 years after it was delivered

on the steps ofthe Lincoln Memorial.

The only way to become more
Bible literate is, of course, to read the

Bible on a regular basis. Will listening

to the Bible readings at Mass provide

you with enough to make you Bible

literate? Perhaps, but you need to listen

carefully, because there is going to be a

quiz— really.

Do you think you are Bible literate?

Try answering these 10 questions.

1. How many books can be found in

the CathoUc Bible?

2. Two people walked on water in the

Bible. Can you name them?

3. What is the Golden Rule?

4. What is the root of all evil?

5. How many people were on Noah's

ark?

6. Who is the woman with whom
David committed adultery?

7. Who is the femalejudge of Israel?

8. How many words are in the shortest

verse ofthe Bible?

9. Who gave up his birthright for a

bowl of stew?

10. Name the first person to see the

resurrected Christ?

Answers:

1. 72— 45 in the Old Testament, 27

in the New Testament

2. Jesus and Peter (Matthew 14).

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID MAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

3. "Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you" (Matthew

7:12).

4. The love of money (1 Timothy

6:10). You got this one wrong if

you simply answered "money."

5. Eight Noah and his wife; his three

sons Shem, Ham and Japheth;

and their wives (Genesis 7:13,

2 Peter 2:5).

6. Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11).

7. Deborah (Judges 4:4).

8. Two— "Jesus wept" (John 1 1 :35).

9. Esau (Genesis 25:33).

10. Mary Magdalene (John 20: 16).

How did you do? Mark yourself a

sword drillin' Bible scholar ifyou scored

8-10. You are a researcher if you got 5-7

correct.

Don't be tempted to do something

drastic with that sword if you got fewer

than five correct Plan instead to spend a

few minutes a day with the Good Book.

You will amaze your fiiends and

yourself as you recognize the connection

between a book thousands of years old

and life in the year 2007.

David Mains is director of
communications for the Diocese of
Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains@
charlottediocese.org. A podcast of
this column is available at www.
charlottediocese.org.

Temptation: A blessing or a curse?
Yaithy courage can help see illusions

through the false promises
In Luke 4 : 1 - 13 , the evangelist opens

our minds to the imderstanding of the

word temptation, which in the Greek
language means "test." The truth is that

we experience temptations fi-om birth to

death without interruption.

Temptations involve promises and

illusions. When we are tempted, we are

given the promise of something that

looks good to us, or something disguised

as good. The devil made all kinds of

promises to Jesus, if Jesus would do
certain things in return. The promises

were all seemingly good things (food,

power, glory), but Jesus rejected them
because they were not really promises
— they were illusions.

Temptations come in different shapes

and forms. Sometimes they involve

someone quoting the Bible to you; we
learn in the Gospels that the devil used

this technique, but without success.

There is no doubt Satan knew Scripture

well, but Jesus counteracts with the

same technique by quoting the Bible and
dispelling Satan's illusions. We may not

be as strong as Jesus was, and we may not

know the Scriptures as Jesus did, but we
are assured by God that our temptations are

never strcmger Aan we are. They do not

control us, we ctHitrol them.

Temptations, in fact, may be good
for testing how strong or how weak
we are. We know, for instance, that

temptations made good people and the

saints stronger.

And all temptations have something in

common —they all begin with an "if."

When the devil tempted Jesus, he

said, "If you are the son of God
Children use it often: "If you think you
are so fast, then Salespeople use

the technique firequently: "If you need

a comfortable sofk, then this is the one
for you."

Ifwe start to rationalize the "if," then

we will probably lose. So here is a simple

way of handling temptations: don't

panic. The devil loves to make you
fearfiil and insecure; he always promises

happiness. He can make heaven out

of hell. But again, his promises are

illusions.

But we can't blame the devil for

all our temptations; we create many of

our own temptations. Many times we
presume that we can jump in the water

and not get wet

Guest

Column

CAPUCHIN
FATHERJOHN C.

AURILIA
GUEST COLUMNIST

An example: A woman called the

police because some teenagers were

skinny-dipping in the river next to her

house, so the cops came and chased

the kids away. She called the police the

next day, sajdng the teens were skirmy-

dipping halfa mile away. Again, the cops

came and put a stop to it, warning to lock

up the kids.

A few days later, the woman called

the police again. "If I go on the roof and

use my strong binoculars, I can still see

the youngsters swimming in the river,

miles away."

My fiiends, do we use microscopes

to find faults, or a big heart to love? With

faith, courage and conviction, we can

overcome any test.

Capuchin Father Aurilia is pastor

of Immaculate Conception Church in

Hendersonville.

Pope: Truth, not

trend, must guide

Christians in

dialogue with others

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Truth,

and not what is "merely fashionable,"

must guide Christians as they enter into

dialogue with those who hold different

philosophies or religious beliefs. Pope

Benedict XVI said.

Creating men and women with the

gift of reason, God ensured that they

could recognize the truth about God,

creation and life, he said March 2 1 during

his weekly general audience.

The pope's audience talk focused

on St. Justin, the philosopher and martyr

decapitated in Rome in 165 for being a

Christian.

Pope Benedict explained that Justin

spent his life pondering truth, particularly

through Greek philosophy. His search led

him to prayer, the study of the Jewish

prophets and ultimately to Christianity.

He opened a school in Rome where

he "initiated his students in the new
religion, which he considered the true

philosophy, the place where he found

the truth and, therefore, the art of living

justly," said the pope.

The truth introduced to the Jews and

partially explained in philosophy finds its

completeness in Christ, he said.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience March 21.

Dear brothers and sisters.

Continuing our catechesis on the

fathers of the early church, we consider

today St. Justin, philosopher and martyr.

St. Justin was bom in Samaria,

Palestine, around the year 100. During his

youth he ardently sought the truth. After

a meeting with an old man, who directed

him to prayer and the study ofthe prophets,

the saint converted to Christianity.

He eventually established a school in

Rome where he taught the new religion;

he was denounced as a Christian and

decapitated in the year 165.

Of his written works, only his

two apologies and his "Dialogue With

Trypho" remain. These emphasize God's

project of creation and salvation, which

find fiilfillment in Jesus Christ, who is the

"logos," or word of God. Before the birth

of Christ, the "logos" allowed men and

women to come to know part of the truth

about God and man.

The full truth, however, has been

given to Christians with the incarnation

of the Word of God. Our dialogue with

philosophy and other religions, inspired

by St. Justin, must remain firmly rooted

in truth, while always avoiding that

which is merely fashionable.
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Daughter of Charity to accompany man to executior

CNS PHOTO Bv Malea Hasgeh, Arkansas Catholic

Sister Doris Moore displays a drawing made for her

by Vincent Gutierrez, an inmate on death row who

is scheduled to be executed in Texas March 28.

BY MALEA HARGETT
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.— Sister Doris

Moore has experienced the personal

side of the death penalty. While some
people are against capital punishment for

legal reasons, the Daughter of Charity

is against the state killing inmates for

personal and religious reasons.

Her friend, Vincent Gutierrez, is on

death row in Texas and is scheduled to be

executed March 28. Sister Moore plans

to be there.

"I've been with him on the whole

journey," said Sister Moore, who began

corresponding with Gutierrez in 1998

when he had just arrived on death

row at age 19.

After an initial letter to introduce

herself. Sister Moore — then working

at one of her order's wellness centers

in San Antonio— committed to driving

four hours to Livingston, Texas, to visit

Gutierrez at least twice a year.

The distance has become even
greater in the years since. Sister Moore
now works at a food pantry in Little

Rock, but she has remained a consistent

presence in Gutierrez's life.

In addition to letters, she has mailed

him art supplies to foster his talents,

and he gave her a pen and ink drawing

of praying hands that hangs in her

bedroom.

She said his guilt or innocence is not

Catholic Family EXPO - Charlotte
Belmont Abbey College

April13-15, 2007

Formationfor Vocations
"calling attention to the close relationship which exists between family, education and vocation.." - Pope John Paul II,

Vocation Day Message - April 24, 1994

Family

Understanding your Spouse's

Temperament

The Family is for Love

The ABC's of Family

Management

Practical Tips for Building a

Peaceful and Affectionate

Household

Standing Strong as a Parent:

Discipline that Lasts a Lifetime

Surviving and Thriving with

Multiple Teens in the House

Vocations

The Importance of Fathers

Why Be Catholic?

Come Follow Me - Priest

Panel

The Brides of Christ - Nun

Panel

Raise Happy Children...Raise

Them Saints!

How to have a Happy

Marriage: God's Plan for

Couples

What's the Formula for

Formation?

Education

The Moral Importance of

Storytelling

Why Catholics Need to Know

their Bible

Logic, Good Arguments, and

Fallacies

Mastering Math with Card

Games

Beginning Homeschooling

How to Conduct a Sawy
College Search

Building Writing Power

Pro-life Topics: A Dozen Reasons the Pro-Life Movement is Winning, 101 Ways to be More Pro-life in your Parish

Inspiration: Quiet Waters - Live Production of the Glorious Mysteries

Special Video Presentation: Grassroots Films - "Fishers ofMen"

Keynote Speakers

Dr. Ray

Guarendi

Art & Laraine

Bennett

Dr. William

Thierfelder
Gail Buckley

Fr. Frank

Pavone

Keith & Tami

Kiser

Exhibitors: Colleges, Religious Communities, Books, Gifts, Religious Articles, and Learning Resources for

Children and Adults

Learn More and Register Today: www.catholicfamilyexpo.org
Parent's Note: Child care. Children's and Teen Tracks not available at this conference. Infants and nursing

babies always welcome.

les

something they discuss. According to ti

Texas Department of Criminal Justic

Gutierrez was sentenced to death

killing a 40-year-old Air Force capta

during a carjacking in 1997.

"To this day I don't know if he

guilty or not," she said. "I felt my ro

was to just accompany him.

SisterMoore has always been again

the death penalty because it discouri

redemption for the inmate.

"It's a sign to the person who
executed that there is no hope for yo
you cannot change," she said, adding th

she really believes he "has turned his li.

around.'

Sister Moore said she tries to hef y

Gutierrez, who was raised Catholic, bXll .

reading Scripture and praying with hii
j

during their two-hour "minister visits."

She toldhim she wanted to serve as k
|y [ [ -

minister during the execution, she said.

"It's going to be horrible, but I am o

this journey with him and I will be wit

;

him vmtil the end. With God's help I ca

do it," she said.

On Feb. 28 Sister Moore made hejB

last visit to Gutierrez, who is now 28. Shjistance.

read to him about the death of Jesus fronaciesau

the Gospel of St. Luke.
j

Foil} at

"I chose that one because it is the onTocates

where he (Jesus) says, 'Father, into you^resemal

hands I commend my spirit,'" she said| Di««s

and she tells Gutierrez, "He is our teacheieigbanc

and we have to learn from him. You willlanta tal

learn from Jesus how to die. I want you tdlem for

repeat that line as you are ready to die." miliar

She will see Gutierrez one monimimo

time, for 30 minutes, March 27. It wil Thep

be the first time the two 'will not beioonjiiiK

separated by glass. lial Sei

In her death-row ministry, SisteiJceseo

Moore has relied on Daughters of Charit5!isi!iiigt(

who have formed "a wall of prayer" foigal ta

Sister Moore and Gutierrez, and somtllNiCl

have written to Gutierrez and Texas GovS Casa

Rick Perry.

"We have done everything we can

(to save his life). It's in God's hands

'

she said. 1^
She is asking everyone she meets tj^wt

h
pray for the situation, but to especiafe, ''^

pray Psalm 27 ("The Lord is my lif •. if

and my salvation; whom do I fear/.
'

March 28. ^

THE GOOD MEWS IS, VOU
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THE BAD MEWS IS...

I
You have thousands of investment options, and you don't

know how to pick the best ones for your situation.

I
You have thousands of investments options, and you don't

have time to research even a traction of them.

.

Call to learn more atx>ut:

PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT
Les Davaz
Financial Advisor

Member, St. Patrick's Church

100 N. Tryon St., Suite 3300

Charlotte, NC 28202

(704) 331-2233 or

(800) 438-0397

http://fc.smithbarney.com/davaz
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* Minimum balance $25,000 Equity. $100,000 Fixed Income. © 2006
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and sen/ice mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and its affiliates and is

used and registered ttiroughout die world. CITIGROUP and Uie Umbrella
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l^eicomlng

ie stranger

^^iwyers, advocates

ceive training to

sist immigrants

BY DEACON GERALD
POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

WINSTON-SALEM —
migrants to the Southeast

1 soon have more legal

Shiistance, thanks to Catholic

loifncies and volunteers.

Forty attorneys, paralegals,

onl/ocates and accredited

vofresentatives from across

Dioceses of Charlotte and

eigh and the Archdiocese of

anta gathered in Winston-

lul^em for a two-day training

ninar on family-based
lorjnigration.

The program, presented

Ixjconjunction with Catholic

ial Services (CSS) in the

cese of Charlotte and the

ntjjshington-based Catholic

a';al Immigration Network
JNIC), was held at the

> Casa Guadalupe office in

See TRAINING, page 4

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Participants nail tlieir Lenten pledges to a cross during the annual Lenten Spiritual Pilgrimage to Belmont Abbey March 25.

Room to flex in Lexington
Bishop Jugis blesses expanded parish hall

iop Peter J. Jugis speaks during Mass at Our Lady of the Rosary Church in

ngton March 1 8. The bishop later blessed the new parish hail. Also pictured is

ite of St. Francis de Sales Father Al Gondek, pastor (far left).

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

LEXINGTON — The
Catholic church in Lexington

now has a little more room to

grow.

Approximately 300 people
attended the dedication of the

new parish hall at Our Lady of
the Rosary Church March 18.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis
blessed the newly expanded

and renovated facility, and

he celebrated a Mass during

which 31 youths received the

{^pjjyq****«*«*******3-DIGIT 275

3 P-1
COLLECIIOH
lSOM LIBRftRV CB 3930

C

BPEL HILL HC 27599-0001

,||.„l,l.l.l.l..l.l..ll.nll.nll.Mn.lll.l"l»l"l''"l

sacrament of confirmation.

Oblate of St. Francis de Sales

Father Al Gondek, pastor,

concelebrated the Mass.

The parish demolished the

building that was behind the

old parish hall, allpwing the

structure to expand. The new
parish hall is more than twice

the size of the former hall

and features eight classrooms,

two conference rooms, two

See HALL, page 5

A lasting legacy

ETidoivment will benefit

parish in years to come
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Lenten

sacrifice

Youths, young adults

gather for prayer,

reflection at Abbey

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

BELMONT — Under a

hot spring sun, amid sounds of

prayer and the smell of incense,

was the echoing of hammers.

Hundreds of youths,
young adults and adults

nailed piuple pieces of paper

containing pledges to a cross

outside the Abbey Basilica in

Belmont. The cross, covered

in purple swatches, was then

carried behind a eucharistic

procession.

"The pledges represent

what we're offering to Jesus

during our Lenten pilgrimage,"

said Father Roger Amsparger,

pastor of St. Michael Church in

Gastonia. "We take them with

See YOUTHS, page 9

Is there a

(Catholic) doctor

In the house?

Local Catholic medical

guild will serve doctors,

patients

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Last

month. Bishop Peter J. Jugis

of Charlotte and Bishop
Michael F. Biirbidge ofRaleigh

granted permission for the

establishment of the St. Gianna
Beretta Gmld, or local chapter,

See GUILD, page 6

Culture Watch

New version ofJudas'

story; using new media

I
PAGES 10-11



2 The Catholic News & Herald March 30, 2007

In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

DIVINE INSPIRATION

esus
trust tn yt

Divine Mercy
non (888fl7!
ineMercyBillboa!

i

CNS PHOTO BY Nancy Erikson, Catholic Universe Bulletin

Joe Cannon, a parishioner at Our Lady of Good Counsel Church in Cleveland, leads a crusade to "bring

Jesus Christ to the streets" by putting up billboards of the Divine Mercy image on roads and highways in

many locales, like this one behind him looming over U.S. Route 20 in Painesville Township, Ohio.

Ohio man gives fellow travelers

signs from God
CLEVELAND (CNS)—On the road

of life, there's nothing more comforting

than getting a sign from God.

Sometimes that sign is a feeling.

Other times it's through Scripture.

Sometimes it's a 30-foot-high billboard

depicting Jesus.

Lately, getting a sign from God has

become easier thanks to the efforts of 82-

year-old Joe Carmon.

Cannon, a lifelong parishioner of

Our Lady of Good Counsel Church
in Cleveland, is the man behind the

billboards around the Cleveland Diocese

showing a large image of Christ as the

Divine Mercy with the words "Jesus, I

trust in you."

He also has put up hundreds of

billboards in other states.

"It's a 'wow' thing," Cannon said.

"It shakes you up. People don't expect

to see it."

He puts his name and a toll-free

number on the signs for people to call.

And they do. He claims to have received

nearly 1,000 calls from people across

the country since he started putting up

billboards five years ago.

One of the first calls he received was
from a woman whose son had died two

years before. She called to tell Cannon
that she had been praying for a sign that

her son was in heaven. Then she saw the

billboard — right at the spot where her

son died. Those are the calls that keep

Caimon going.

"My philosophy has always been to

bring Jesus out into the sfreet," Caimon
said.

Carmon was first inspired to spread

the Divine Mercy message after hearing

a priest talk about St. Faustina Kowalska
at the Cleveland Marian Conference in

1992.

St. Kowalska was a Polish nun who
in the 1930s received a vision of Christ

as the Divine Mercy. In the vision, Christ

told her that he would show mercy to

those who prayed for it and who share

that mercy to others. Catholics celebrate

Divine Mercy Sunday a week after

Easter.

Cannon began by passing out

pamphlets about the Divine Mercy in his

parish. A former Cleveland councilman,

he eventually helped secure Cleveland's

Public Square in 1996 to display a 32-

foot baimer depicting the Divine Mercy
image.

Since then, the banner has been

carried at parades and pro-life marches

around the country. After seeing the

positive response for the baimer. Cannon
decided to spread the Divine Mercy
message via billboards.

He started with 40 in Cleveland.

Today, he has 570 billboards in six states.

His goal is to get them in every state.

"There's a hunger for Jesus Christ

out there," Cannon said. "It just has to

be tapped. I think this is one of the things

that will save the world."

South Carolina House OKs bill

mandating ultrasounds before abortions
COLUMBIA, S.C. (CNS) —

Members of the South Carolina House
of Representatives have approved
legislation that would make their state

the first in the nation to require women to

see the ultrasound images of their child

before an abortion.

The vote was 91-23 March 21

after the House rejected two proposed

amendments that would have made
exceptions in cases of rape or incest.

After a mandatory third reading

March 22, the measure was sent to the

Senate, where it was referred to the

Committee on Medical Affairs.

South Carolina law already requires

that ultrasounds be performed at abortion

clinics in the state, in order to determine

the gestational age of the child.

Doctors then must tell women the

likely age, give them information about

fetal development and alternatives to

abortion, and wait at least an hour before

performing the abortion, which must take

place in the first trimester.

Diocesan
planner

ALBEMARLE VICARIATE

MONROE— Father Shawn O'Neal, pastor of

St. Joseph Church and Our Lady ofGuadalupe
Mission and diocesan liaison for the U.S.

bishops' Justice for Immigrants campaign,

will speak on Issues Involving Resident

Immigrants in our Community during Masses

at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 725 Deese

St., April 2 1 at 5:30 p.m. and April 22 at 9 a.m.

For more information, call the church office at

(704) 289-2773.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — All Polish-speaking

Catholics are invited to attend a Mass
in Polish at St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., April 1 at 3 p.m.

The celebrant will be Father Bernard Potepa,

a Franciscan retreat master from Poland.

Confession will be available from 1:30 pm.

For more information please call Elizabeth

Spytkowski at (704) 948-1678.

CHARLOTTE— St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will celebrate

Divine Mercy Sunday with a traditional

solemn Benediction and recitation of the

Divine Mercy Chaplet April 15 at 3 p.m. For

more information, call the church office at

(704) 543-7677.

CHARLOTTE — Recharge with St. Peter

Church's weekday lunchtime spirituality

program, 12-12:45 p.m. in the St. Peter's

Annex, 507 S. Tryon St. The program for April

19 will be "Experience the Presence of God
through Group Reflection. " Bring your lunch,

hear a short talk on spirituality and participate in

Under the proposed legislation,

women will have to sign a form saying

they have seen the ulfrasoimd image.

Father Frank Pavone, national

director of Priests for Life and chairman

of Rachel's Vineyard, which ministers to

women who have had abortions, praised

the legislation in a statement.

"Every day we minister to women
who first saw how well developed theii

imbom child was only after that child

was killed," said Father Pavone.

"They spend the rest of their lives

in deep regret over that uninformed
choice," he said.

"This legislation will spare many
women that kind of suffering, not to

mention that 'it will save many lives,"

Father Pavone added.

According to Americans United for

Life, six states — Arkansas, Oklahoma,

Alabama, Indiana, Michigan and
Wisconsin — already allow a woman to

have and/or review an ulfrasoimd before

an abortion, but none mandates it.

a short prayer session— a great way to recharge

during the workweek. Sessions are free and

everyone is invited. For more information, call the

church office at (704) 332-2901.

CHARLOTTE—The St. MatthewColumbiettes

will be awarding a $1,000 scholarship in

memory of Gene Marie Alfaro to a graduating

high school senior who will pursue a career ii

the nursing or health care field. The applicatioi

deadline is April 10 and the scholarship will

be awarded in May. For more information, cdl

Diana Congdon at (704) 814-0634

CHARLOTTE — St. Thomas Aquinas Church

1400 Suther Rd., will celebrateDivineMercySunday

April 15 with a Holy Hour at 3 pjn. including

Benediction ofthe Blessed Sacrament and recitatiot

ofthe Divine Mercy Chaplet Reconciliation will noi

be offered For more infomiation, call GailAbrahad

at (704) 786-0709.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — All practicing Catholit

women of Irish birth or descent, or who ar(

the wife of a member of the Ancient Order

Hibernians are invited to participate in Tl

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, a soci;

cultural and charitable group for an ongoinj

series of fun and informative activities. LA
will meet April 2 at 7:30 p.m. in the Klost(

Center of St. Pius X Church, 2210 N. Elm SI

Please join us for refreshments and to leart

more about our group. Any questions can b«

directed to Mary Driscoll at (336) 785-0693.

GREENSBORO — Our Lady of Grace, 220f

W. Market St., invites all parishioners anc

friends to participate in a Divine Mercy Hoi)

Hour and Benediction April 15 at 3:30 p.nj

For more information, call the church office a

(336) 274-6520.

GREENSBORO— Faithfitl Stewards ofGodi
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican official says Holy Land religions can

relaunch peace talks
ROME (CNS) — By promoting

respect, sympathy and dialogue among
their members, the Jewish, Muslim and

Christian communities of the Holy Land

can help relaunch the Israeli-Palestinian

peace talks, a top Vatican diplomat said.

Msgr. Piero Parolin, Vatican

undersecretary for relations with states,

spoke at a March 22-23 conference in

Rome sponsored by the U.N. Committee

for the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights

of the Palestinian People.

Quoting amply from Pope Benedict

XVI's Christmas 2006 letter to Christians

in the Holy Land, Msgr. Parolin

highlighted religious attitudes that could

make a "constructive contribution" to

bringing peace to the region.

Religious leaders must help their

members give up thoughts of revenge

and avoid the temptation of cataloguing

past wrongs to see who has suffered

most, he said. Instead they must see that

all are suffering the effects of violence

Creation will take place April 21, 9 a.m.-4:15

p.m., at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715

Horse Pen Creek Rd. The conference will

include presentations on church teaching on

environmental justice, recent scientific findings,

energy-saving ideas and how to become more
effective advocates. Attendance is fi'ee. Call

(704) 370-3228 by April 16 to register and

reserve a lunch. Sponsored by Catholic Social

Service's Office of Justice and Peace through

a grant fi-om the U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops' Environmental Justice Program. Visit

www.cssnc.org/justicepeace for a flyer and

schedule.

GREENSBORO— Theology on Tap, a speaker

series for Catholics in their 20s, 30s and 40s,

is a casual forum where people gather to learn

and discuss the teachings of the Catholic

Church. ToT will meet Wednesdays, April 18-

May 9, at 6:45 p.m. at Logan's Roadhouse,

1300 Bridford Pkwy. For more informatiom,

e-mail greensborotot@yahoo.com, visit

www.triadcatholics.org or call Deb at

(336) 286-3687.

HICKORY VICARIATE
MORGANTON — Most new widows find

grieving and other problems overwhelming.

Over time, widows gain wisdom about their

options. Dr. Ronda Chervin will present "The

Widows ' Walk: Encouragement, Comfort
and Wisdom from the Widow-Saints" at St.

Charles Borromeo Church, 728 West Union St.,

April 21,10 a.m.-l 2 p.m. For more information,

call Dr Chervin at (828) 430-7634 or the church

office at (828) 437-3108.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

SYLVA — St. Mary Church, 22 Bartlett St.,

will celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday April 15,

3-4 p.m. We will observe this special feast with

adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, commimal

and insecurity, listen to one another and

promote patient dialogue.

"In the name of the Holy See, I

wish to state my firm conviction that the

different religious confessions present

in the Holy Land can make a decisive

contribution to the relaunching of

the peace talks between Israelis and

Palestinians, precisely by working to

promote among their members the

attitudes which I mentioned," he said.

Msgr. Parolin also expressed the

Vatican's hope for the new Palestinian

government, formed March 17 by
representatives of the militant Hamas
and moderate Fatah parties. The new
government ended "several months of

severe, armed and violent conflict."

The Rome conference also included

Muslim clerics, rabbis and Catholic

priests from the Holy Land who agreed

that stopping violence on all sides was
an absolute requirement before any real

dialogue could take place.

prayer and song. For more information, call

(828) 586-9496.

MAGGIE VALLEY— A Rachel's Vineyard

Retreat for Post-Abortion Healing is

a confidential opportunity for anyone
struggling with the emotional or spiritual

pain of abortion. The retreat is designed

to help you experience the mercy and
compassion of God. It is also an opportunity

to surface and release repressed feelings- of

anger, shame, guilt and grief This will help

you to grieve the loss of your unborn child, to

receive and accept God's forgiveness, and to

forgive yourself The next retreat is April 20-

22 at the Living Waters Catholic Reflection

Center, 103 Living Waters Lane. For further

information, call Shelley at (828) 230-4940,

e-mail sglanl234@aol.com or visit the Web
site at www.rachelsvineyard.org.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of Assisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30- 1:15 p.m., at the Fatima

Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Secular Franciscan

Joanne Jacovec will speak on "Contemplation:

From Darkness to Light" at the April 18

program.. The sacrament of reconciliation will

be offered at 12 p.m. in the chapel. For more
information and to RSVP, call Sister Kathy

Ganiel at (336) 624-1971 or e-mail kganiel@

triad.rr.com. Walk-ins are welcome.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for ail submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

April 3— 11 a.m.

Chrism Mass

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

April 5-7:30 p.m.

Mass of the Lord's Supper

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

April 6-3 p.m.

Stations of the Cross

St. Joseph Vietnamese Church, Charlotte

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

April 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Celebrating the Lord's Passion

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

April 7 — 8:30 p.m.

Easter Vigil Mass

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

April 8— 11 a.m.

Easter Sunday Mass

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Papal preacher says indifference is

biggest sin against the poor
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

biggest sin committed against the poor and

the hungry is indifference, the preacher of

the papal household told Pope Benedict

XVI and top Vatican officials.

Capuchin Father Raniero
Cantalamessa, leading the traditional

Friday Lenten reflection at the Vatican

March 23, said Christians are called to

help remedy the injustice of poverty, not

turn away hoping others will resolve the

problem.

"The parable of the rich man and

poor Lazarus is being repeated today

among us on a global scale," he said,

with wealthy nations representing the

rich man living in splendor and the

developing world representing Lazarus

who longed to be fed with the crumbs

that fell from the rich man's table.

Just as the rich man's gate kept

Lazarus at bay, "We tend to put double-

paned windows up between us and the

poor" that shield against and muffle

the severity of the poor's plight. Father

Cantalamessa said.

"We see the poor on the move,
writhing, screaming on the other side of

our television screens, in the newspaper

... but their cries reach us as from afar.

They don't reach the heart," he said.

But, he said, "the biggest sin

against the poor and hungry perhaps is

indifference, to pretend not to see ... to

ignore the immense multitude of people

starving, begging, homeless, without

health care and above all without hope

for a better future."

The "scandalous abyss" between

the haves and the have-nots is "the

most pressing and colossal task" that

humankind has yet to remedy, the

Capuchin priest said.

The Gospels encourage people

to react to other people's suffering

with love, compassion and mercy, not

indifference, he said. Also, the Gospels

do not urge the poor to seek justice on

their own, he added.

The preacher told the pope and
Vatican officials that wealthier Christians

must remember and concretely help their

more unfortunate sisters and brothers.

"Among the millions of Christians

who will go to Mass next Sunday there

are some — and we are some of them
— who have every gift of God at their

disposal when they go back home and

others who have nothing to feed their

own children," he said.

From Guam to Australia

CNS PHOTO BY Tony C. Diaz, The Pacific Voice

Youths ofSan Dionicio Church in the southern village of Umatac on the island ofGuam

carry the World Youth Day cross in early March. The Archdiocese ofAgana in the Mariana

Islands welcomed the crdss and an icon ofMary March 8-11 with a pilgrimage that had

youths carrying the cross from parish to parish, spanning a distance of about 24 miles.

Archbishop Anthony S. Apuron ofAgana, Guam, is pictured at left.

Thousands ofCatholic youths andyoung adults welcomed the cross and the icon to Guam.

Guam was thefirst stop in the Mariana Islandsfor the symbols ofthe world's largestyouth

event which have traveled tens ofthousands ofmiles around the world.

The symbols will travel through 20 nations in Asia and Oceania and then through 28

Australian dioceses before they arrive at the World Youth Day opening Mass July 15, 2008,

in Sydney.

ATTENTION READERS! HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?
Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people

who are living the tenents of the Catholic faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-

based event? If so, please contact Staff Writer Karen AsEvans at (704) 370-3354 or

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.
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Lawyers, advocates receive training

to assist immigrants

TRAINING, from page 1

Winston-Salem March 21-22.

Casa Guadalupe assists the Hispanic

community in the Piedmont-Triad region

with immigration and legal assistance.

"Casa Guadalupe was chosen for

this presentation because it has been

accredited by the Board of Immigration

Accreditation and it has one of the best

programs for immigrants, especially

those of Hispanic/Latino origin, in the

nation," said Peggy Gleason, a senior

attorney with CLINIC.

Gleason of CLINIC, which provides

legal and support services to Catholic

programs working in the United States

with poor immigrants and refugees,

and Caitlin Brazill, an attorney with

Immigration Legal Services of Catholic

Charities, presented the two-day seminar.

It included training for family-based

immigration, preparation for legalization

and pending legislation. The attorneys,

paralegals and advocates who received

the training will be able to better assist

Casa Guadalupe in its mission to the

Hispanic community, whose needs are in

a constant state of growth.

During the last several years. North

Carolina has seen a 200 percent increase

in immigration, said Gleason.

"While there are not a lot ofprograms

available, Casa Guadalupe has made a

valuable impact on the Hispanic/Latino

Photo bv Deacon Gerald Potkay

Attorney Caitlin Brazill of Catholic Charities USA

gives a presentation on immigration law during

a seminar on family-based immigration at Casa

Guadalupe in Winston-Salem March 21-22.

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

i!

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

immigrants in the area," she said.

In addition to immigration services,

Casa Guadalupe offers a wide range

of assistance, including adoption,

counseling, pregnancy support and
marriage preparation services.

"Casa Guadalupe has a good,
strong program to handle the growing

immigration problem," said Brazill.

"They certainly need more resources,

which we are hoping to provide today, as

well as practical support for the area

leaders who are in need of it," she said.

"Because ofthe influx ofimmigration

in the region, there is much concern

about the scarcity of help available and

the possibility of getting more proactive

workers in the field to help in case of the

passage of the Immigration Reform Act,

which seems inevitable," said Gleason.

Among the bills recently introduced

in Congress that deal with immigration

in some form, the Comprehensive
Immigration Reform Act of 2007,
which seeks "to amend the Immigration

and Nationality Act to provide for

more effective border and employment
enforcement, to prevent illegal

immigration and to reform and rationalize

avenues for legal immigration."

"Should that pass, we will need a

vast niunber of volunteers to handle the

situation. And it is always better to be

prepared than to be caught off guard,"

said Gleason.

Richard Cruse, a pro bono attorney in

Winston-Salem, said he found the training

helpful and looks forward to offering his

assistance to Casa Guadalupe.

"I don't know a whole lot about

immigration, but everyone is obliged

to give something back," said Cruse.

"Fortunately, I am able to give a little

something back by helping where I can."

Members of the Casa Guadalupe

staff said the extra assistance will be

most helpful.

"With the addition of attorneys and

legal professionals, as well as law students

to help me with claims, we will be able

to process all the fiiture applicants," said

Nilda Cardenas de Lara, immigration

specialist at Casa Guadalupe.

"This is a great opportunity for these

new volunteers to help our Hispanic

community to overcome the tremendous

amount ofabuse and injustice experienced

in this area," saidAna M. Carpio Vasquez,

an advocate who assists immigrant
families in Charlotte.

"This seminar was a wonderful
experience in that it brought to the

forefront many issues and answered

many questions about immigration
reform," she said.

Adrianna Priden ofCatholic Charities

in the Diocese of Raleigh, a nonprofit

social service agency, attended the training

to learn about how pending legislation

may affect those served her agency.

"If the Immigration Reform Act does

pass, a lot ofmy clients may not be eligible

(for assistance)," she said. "But, according

to this seminar, there is a lot more hope than

either my clients or I had realized."

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on Casa Guadalupe,

visit www.cssnc.org/casaguadalupe.

On the green
I

icen

lost

5
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Courtesy Photo jcon

Missionary Servant ofthe Most Blessed Trinity Sister Eileen McLoughlin (secondfrom.

right) ispictured during Catholic Social Services 'fourth annual golftournament at the;
fciur

Palisades Country Club golfcourse in Charlotte March 26. Sister McLoughlinjoined

107 other players to raise funds to support the services of the CSS Charlotte office,

including adoption, burial assistance, counseling andpregnancy support.

In her 20 years of ministry at CSS, Sister McLoughlin expanded the counseling

program and touched the lives ofmany people. She left CSS in 2002 and, as an avid

golfer, became the inspiration for the spring fundraiser on the green. She is now a

pastoral associatefor St. Matthew Church in Charlotte.

Also pictured are (from left) Peter and Rose Bergen and Fran Baltmiskis. J i

Abbotswood Senior Living!
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding*' ^^^M
reputation of over 1 8 years of exemplary retirement ^B*^
Uving services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1 - and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- FuU-time wellness director

- Mondi-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-horog health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 i^BBQTSWOCX)
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

|== 3504 FUnt Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

CSS
Catht^c Social Services

Diocese of Charlotte

S€NIORS'
SPRING FLING

Sponsored by CSS Elder Ministries

Two dates and locations to choose from!

Thurs., April 26th - St. Mark, Himtersville

10 am to 4 pm: Closing Mass with Bishop Jugis ''~;=y^''^.

Registration deadline: April 18th z^l/ I

Thurs., May 3rd - Catholic Conference Ctr., Hickory
9 am - 3:30 pm: Closing Mass with Fr. Edward Sheridan

Registration deadline: April 19th

Your day will be filled with live entertainment,

fellowship. Mass, lunch with friends, chair massages,

line dancing, crafts, bingo, door prizes and more!

Call Sandra Breakfield (704) 370-3220 or

Sherill Beason (704) 370-3228.

Cost: $12 includes lunch.

Limited space available. Register NOW!
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Knights of Columbus receive

distinguished award
mStar Council Award recognizes outstanding achievements

LEXINGTON — Knights of

Columbus Council 12481 of Our Lady

)f the Rosary Church in Lexington was

ecently honored with the organization's

nost prestigious recognition.

State Deputy Bob Grabasky
jresented the Star Council Award to Paul

Thornton, Council 1248 1's deputy grand

alight, who stood in for the late Grand

<jiight Dan Biron.

Oblate of St. Francis de Sales Father

\1 Gondek, pastor and council chaplain,

celebrated Mass to commemorate the

occasion. A formal sit-down dinner

Mas also held in the parish hall, the

iirst event held in the facility after its

"econstruction.

The Star Council Award recognizes

xcellence in membership, insurance and

/olunteerism.

For the 2006 fraternal year, only

1,541 of more than 13,000 councils

achieved Star Council status. Council

12481 is one of the smallest in North

Carolina with only 47 members.

Those members focus on five main

areas of activity: church, community,

council, family and youth.

Council 12481 members participate

at Mass as extraordinary ministers of

holy Communion, ushers, readers and

choir members. They also prepare and

serve meals at a Lexington homeless

shelter, participate in Meals on Wheels
and volunteer at the hospital, nursing

homes and the Veterans Administration

Hospital.

The council also sponsors a first

Sunday breakfast each month and holds

fish fiies and other events during the year.

BELMONT ABBEY
COLLEGE

CUTHBERT ALLEN
LECTURE SERIES

Mr. John Allen
A lecture by Vatican expert John Allen

entitled: "Understanding the Megatrends

Affecting the Catholic Church"

will be held on April 2, 2007, in the Haid

Theatre on the Belmont Abbey College

campus at 8:00pm. Admission is free.

To read some of Mr. Allen's articles,

go to www.ncronline.org.

Reservations are required.
Contact Denise Boykin at (704) 825-6728

or DeniseBoykin@bac.edu

Belmont Abbey College is located 10 minutes from Charlotte: 1-85 Exit 26

WALK WHERE JESUS WALKED ON A

DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMAGE TO

THEHOLYLAND
November 6 — 15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation and Pastor, St. Luke Church

Deepen your undeistanding of our Catholic faith

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily Mass at many of the

historical sites of our feith.

Highlights include:

- Tiberias, Mt. Carmel, Sea of Galilee area

- Mt. Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boytiood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jenjsalem area: Mount of Olives, Garden of Gettisemane,

Via Dobrosa, Lord's Tomb at Ctiurch of ttie Holy Sepulchre,

Mount Son, Upper Room, Donjiition Abbey, Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Ivlasada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites - PLUS much morel

* Price: Only $2399 (before July 29) from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals,

first class hotels and all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Can Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.

Courtesy Photo

Bishop Peter J. Jugis blesses the new parish hail at Our Lady of the Rosary Church in Lexington March

1 8. Also pictured is Oblate of St. Francis de Sales Father Al Gondek, pastor (far right).

Bishop Jugis blesses new
parisii hall in Lexington

HALL, from page 1

offices, a kitchen, a storage room and

two showers.

The $264,000 facility, which can

accommodate 300 people, was completed

in early January.

"The goal was to renovate and
update the facility," said Father Gondek.

"Now, the goal is to initiate programs to

accommodate the changes in the parish

and the community."

With a growing parish and Hispanic

community. Our Lady of the Rosary

Church now has more space for its faith

formation program, Bible study and other

activities, said Father Gondek. The new
hall also serves as a meeting and retreat

center for diocesan Hispanic ministry.

But, he said, "It's my hope and

dream that it will be used by the public."

The new facility will provide more
outreach to the community, said Father

Gondek, who hopes to share it with other

organizations in the community that

may be lacking appropriate space for

meetings and celebrations.

"The hall is modem, updated and

practical for various area activities

in addition to church functions," said

Father Gondek.

Renting out the hall also will help

the parish meet its capital campaign
to pay off the reconstruction, said

Father Gondek.

"The hall is modern,
updated and
practical for various

area activities in

addition to church
functions."

— Oblate Father Al
Gondek

Completing the hall was the final

project on a list Father Gondek hoped

to complete since his arrival in 1998.

Throughout his tenure, the church has

purchased a new rectory, has converted

the old parish hall into an office and

renovated the church.

There are a few jobs left to be done,

such as purchasing furniture for the hall's

offices and some landscaping, but the

parish is very enthused about its new
facility.

"They are elated and very excited

about it," said Father Gondek.

Since its reopening, the parish hall

has been used for meetings, fish fries,

quilters' activities and more.

"Every weekend something new is

going on," said Father Gondek.

The

Oratory

Kdigion

Camp
Visit us online at

www.rockhilloralory.com

. Two separate one-week sessions at Camp York

in Kings Mountain State Park the weeks of

July 15-21 and July 22-28, 2007.

. Boys and girls under 12 who will enter grades 2-6

in September can apply for consideration.

. Swimming, crafts and religious activities.

.The fee is $125.

For information and application: WWW.0fXLtOtyCClTnp.C0nt

The Oratory Religion Camp, P. O. Box 11586. Rock HilL SC 29731-1586.

Volunteer counselors (16 or older) can write for an application.
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Local Catholic medical guild

will serve doctors, patients

GUILD, from page 1

of the Catholic Medical Association

(CMA) in North Carolina.

The CMA is a national professional

association, founded as the Catholic

Physicians Guild by Cardinal William

O'Connell in Boston in 1912.

The original guild was established in

order to educate Catholic physicians in

church doctrine relating to the practice

of medicine.

Today, the CMA provides
professional and spiritual support to

Catholic physicians and medical students

in order to maintain their Catholic values

in their medical practices.

"The biggest benefit ofmembership for

physicians is the camaraderie and support,"

said Dr. David Ramsey, a member ofthe St.

Gianna Beretta Guild and parishioner of St.

Mary Church in Sylva.

On the local level, guild activities

include networking and support
opportunities, an annual White Mass
of St. Luke for Catholic Physicians,

seminars and civic and private volunteer

programs.A White Mass is being plarmed

for the fall of2007, to be celebrated in the

Diocese of Raleigh.

TheCMA also gives doctors a forum

to explore and discuss "edge-of-ethics"

issues. Dr. Ramsey said.

"Often, Catholic doctors deal with

issues that go against our faith— abortion,

contraception, end-of-life issues," he

said. "These are things that are unhealthy

for people and for society."

Physicians can be members of the

CMA in areas without guilds, or without

belonging to the local guild. However,

the guild provides cohesiveness for its

"Catholic patients

know their doctors

who are CMA
members will uphold
Catholic doctrines."

— Dr. David Ramsey

members and a vote in issues brought

before the CMA. -

Patients also benefit fi-om physicians'

membership in the CMA, Ramsey said.

"Catholic patients know their

doctors who are CMA members will

uphold Catholic doctrines," he said.

"Even non-Catholic patients can be

assured their doctors will have Christian,

charitable views towards their practice of

medicine."

The CMA provides instruction about

the Catholic position on health-related

issues such as physician-assisted suicide,

abortion and natural family planning.

The CMA also sponsors a Medical

Missions Program, which recruits

volunteers for service in health care

projects overseas.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE INFO?

For current individual members and those

newly interested in the St. Gianna Beretta

Guild, please fax your contact information

to Dr. James Nolan at (910) 485-2963.

For more information on the Catholic

Medical Association, visit its Web site at

www.cathmed.org.

Jo/n our Ontonm Congregstion to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHER
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves Cod's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

F'md out more about serv/ng God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
of April:

Rev. Msgr. Charles Cable 1977

Rev. JosephJ. Lash 1999

Rev. Samuel Orlando 2003

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

. CNS PHOTO FROM Salt and Lght TV

St. Gianna Beretta Molla is pictured with son Pierluigi and daughter Mariolina in an undated photo.

When she was pregnant with her fourth child, doctors discovered a large ovarian tumor that required

surgery. Surgical procedures at the time called for removal of her entire uterus, which would have

aborted her two-month old fetus.

St. Gianna, herself a pediatrician and general practitioner, insisted surgeons remove only what was

necessary and allow her baby to live and reach term. St. Gianna died seven days after giving birth to

her fourth child in 1962.

She had pleaded with her family and doctors before the birth: "If you must decide between me and the

child, do not hesitate. Choose the child, I insist on it, save the baby"

St. Gianna was canonized by Pope John Paul II at the Vatican May 1 6, 2004.

The St. Vincent de Paul Women's

Guild will hold its Annual Card and

Games Night on Wednesday, April

18th from 6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

in the Monsignor Pharr Activity

Center. All are welcome—men

and women!

Annual Card / Game Night

Tickets are on sale for only $7.
Your ticket price includes entrance, food and
beverages. Tickets must be purchased in

advance and cannot be purchased at the door!

Raffle tickets will be sold that evening

and door prizes will be awarded!

For more information contact Peggy
Gibbons at 704/588-5870.

So come join us for a

night of Cards, Bingo,

Loteria, food and fun.

Send in your check to

reserve your seat!

St. Vincent de Paul

Women's Guild

You may purchase tickets by mailing a check
made payable to St. Vincent de Paul Women's
Guild with the below ticket information to:

Peggy Gibbons at St. Vincent de Paul

6828 Old Reid

Charlotte, NC 28210

Name

Adclress_

Phone No. Tickets
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A lasting legacy
Endowment will benefit parish in

iears to come

The Catholic News & Herald 7

AROUND THE DIOCESE

We wanted to recognize Father Connolly for his lasting contribution to the diocesan priesthood.'

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — During nearly 10

/ears as pastor of St. Elizabeth ofthe Hill

Tountry Church in Boone, Father Frank

I^onnolly became well-known for his

work within his parish and in the local

ommunity.

To show their appreciation for his

/ears of dedicated service to the parish,

ather Joseph Mulligan, current pastor,

md the parishioners of St. Elizabeth

hurch announced the establishment

)f the Rev. Francis Connolly
endowment Fund.

The announcement was made Jan.

1\ when the parish gathered to celebrate

ather Connolly's 80th birthday.

"We wanted to recognize Father

I^onnoUy for his lasting contribution to

he diocesan priesthood, to St. Elizabeth

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION
The diocesan foundation was
incorporated in 1994 to provide

endowments for the Diocese of

Charlotte and its parishes, agencies

and organizations. An endownrent is a

permanent fund in which the principal

is never touched. The income may be

used In accordance with the wishes of

the donor organization or individual.

Once an endowment is established,

anyone may add to the fund.

Over the past 12 years, more than

$3.4 million has been made available

for distribution by' the foundation to

•parishes, schools and agencies.

Church and to the community ofBoone,"

said Father Mulligan, who originally

conceived the idea for an endowment in

Father Connolly's name.

Father Connolly first celebrated

Mass in Boone in 1960-61, when he

would travel regularly from North
Wilkesboro, where he served as parochial

vicar. Although St. Elizabeth Church
was established in November 1958,

the parish had no resident pastoral staff

until 1963.

In 1979, Father Connolly returned

to St. Elizabeth Church as pastor. During

his tenure, outreach programs for the

poor and disabled were accelerated, as

well as efforts to reach Catholics not

attending church. Birth Choice and Peace

and Justice groups were organized.

Father Connolly also worked with

Boone's Hospitality House, a local

homeless and crisis ministry.

When a fire destroyed the church

building in 1984, he oversaw the

construction of a new church.

During his years as a priest in

North Carolina, Father Comiolly served

in North Wilkesboro, Laurinburg,

Asheboro, Lenoir, Concord and Boone,

among other cities.

Born in Plainfield, N.J., Father

Connolly graduated from Rutgers
University and Duke University. He
worked in the plywood and furniture

industries for two years before deciding

to become a priest.

He began his studies in 1 955 at Christ

the King Seminary in East Aurora, N.Y.

In 1956, Father Connolly transferred to

the North American College in Rome,
where he was ordained Dec. 20, 1959.

St.latrick

Qthedral

The Very Rev. Paul Gary

Rfctor

Rev. Mr. Nicholas Fadero

Deacon

Re\. Robert Conway
Parochial Vicar

Re\'. Mr. Carlos Medina
Deacon

HOLY WEEKSCHEDULE
Tuesday of Holy Week, April 3, 11 a.m.

Chrism Mass: Blessing of the Holy Oils

Bishop PeterJugis, celebrant

Holy Thursday, April 5, 7:30 p.m.

Mass of the Lord's Supper

Bishop PeterJugis, celebrant

Good Friday, April 6, 3 p.m.

Stations of the Cross

Good Friday, April 6, 7:30 p.m.

Celebration of the Lord's Passion

Bishop PeterJugis, celebrant

Easter Vigil Mass, April 7, 8:30 p.m.

Bishop PeterJugis, celebrant

Easter Sunday Masses

8 am., 9:30 a.m.,

11 a.m.. Bishop PeterJugis, celebrant

12:30 p.m.

1621 Dilworth Road East

Charlotte, NC 28203 (704) 334-2283

Visit our Web site at uiww.stpatricks.org

File Photo

Father Frank Connolly is seen in an undated photograph. An endowment fund was recently established

in Father Connolly's name by the parishioners of St. Elizabeth Church in Boone.

Father Connolly retired in

July 2000.

TheRev. FrankConnollyEndowment
Fund currently has $6,825 on hand.

Disbursements from the endowment will

be used for the educational and pastoral

needs of the St. Elizabeth Church.

"More and more people are making
the decision to establish a named
endowment during their life or in

their estate plan as a way to honor

or remember a family member or

other loved one," said Jim Kelley;

director of the diocesan development

office and director of the Foundation

for the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Charlotte.

"We have worked with more than

800 parishioners who are remembering

the church in their estate plans," he said

About one-half of the 152
endowments in the diocesan foimdation

are named in honor or memoriam of a

specific person.

The foundation is a non-profit

organization established to provide

endowments for the diocese and
its parishes, schools, agencies and
organizations.

An endowment is a permanent fund

placed in the diocesan foundation that

earns income over time. The original

amount is not spent, but the income can

be used in a manner stipulated in the

donor's estate plan or in an endowment
agreement, according to Kelley.

A committee of three-to-five

members is set up for each endovraient to

determine how funds will be distributed.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the diocesan

foundation and endowments, call Jim

Kelley at (704) 370-3301 or e-mail

jkkelley@charlottediocese,org.

AHENTION READERS! TAKE THIS SURVEY!

You may receive a telephone call from a representative ofThe Catholic News & Herald in April.

We are conducting a reader survey and your answers will help us to better serve you.

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES
1st Holy Communion Celebrations Coming Soon!

We're ready to help with gifts and holy reminders for your loved ones as we

celebrate with you their continued growth in our faith.

Come visit our Cornelius store or one of our scheduled parish visits:

St IMark School - Wed & Thur, Apr. 18 & 19: 7:30 am - 3 pm
St Philip, Statesville - Sat & Sun., April 21-22 after Masses

SPECIAL PARISH VISITS: If you'd like to an-ange a parish visit ask your pastor to

call me, manager Allen Bond, and we'll make every effort to meet his schedule.

, May God Bless you all as we approach Easter.

704-655-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

maryimmaculata.com

NEW CHARLOHE STORE

LOCATION to be announced very

soon! Watch this space as we unveil

our new location.
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YOUTHS IN ACTION

Courtesy Photo

More than 400 people prepare to take part in Asheville Catholic School's inaugural St. Patrick's Day

Shamrock Run in downtown Asheville March 1 7.

Asheville Catholic holds first Shamrock Run

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Even a blustery

wind failed to slow down the runners

making their way across downtown
Asheville.

More than 400 people took part in

Asheville Catholic School's inaugural St.

Patrick's Day Shamrock Run March 17.

"It was a way to commemorate the

50th anniversary of the opening of the

school and the 175th anniversary of the

order of the Sisters of Mercy, who first

staffed the school," said Sheila O'Connor,

president of Asheville Catholic's parent

faculty association.

The race, said O'Connor, was also

"to promote health and fitness and a way
of getting families together to exercise."

The race consisted of 5K and lOK
events, as well as a IK "fun run,"

which many parents entered with their

children.

Mercy Sister Maria Goretti Weldon
started the race, and Father John
Schneider, pastor of St. Eugene Church,

led the way on his bicycle as Irish music

played over loudspeakers.

More than 100 students fi-om local

schools and several home-schooled
students from outside Asheville ran

with Asheville Catholic students. Mercy
Sister Anita Sherrin ofAsheville walked

in the 5K race.

The race's primary sponsors were the

Sisters of Mercy and the Asheville Parks

and Recreation Department. Forty-five

parents and volunteers from St. Eugene

Church provided refreshments.

Mascots for the Asheville Panthers,

Sparky the Fire Dog from the Asheville

Fire and Rescue and Teddy from
the Asheville Tourists baseball team

entertained the crowd, followed by a

performance of the Gallagher School of

Irish Dance.

Regisfration fees from the race raised

approximately $4,000 for the school.

Participants received commemorative
long-sleeved t-shirts at regisfration.

Joel Collier ofAsheville crossed the

finish line first in the lOK. Fifteen-year-

old John Harwell of Asheville took top

honors in the 5K.

Crossing the finish Hne

Courtesy Photo

Runners finish the 1 2th annual 5K race and 1 -mile "fun run" at St. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem

March 24. The Wake Forest University Demon Deacon was on hand to cheer on the participants. A student

assembly was held March 25, at which students received awards for their participation in the race.

Youths participate in 30 Hour Famine
CHARLOTTE — After 30 hours

with no food, Pedro Cortes has a better

understanding of what so many youths

experience every day.

"It can make us thankful for what

we have, and hopefully can impact

us to commit ourselves to something

meaningful," said Pedro, a junior at

Audrey Kell High School in Charlotte.

Pedro was among a group of 26

youths and 16 adults to participate in

World Vision's annual 30 Hour Famine
held at St. Vincent de Paul Church in

Charlotte Feb. 23-24.

The program helps young people

learn about global hunger and poverty

while they raise funds to fight hunger.

Through sponsor pledges, the group

raised $4,390 for World Vision, a

Christian relief agency that works in

nearly 100 counfries. The group also

performed community service projects.

"Not only are starving children's

stomachs being filled, but it can also

be seen as a sacrifice to God, and whi

better time for a sacrifice then Lent?

asked Pedro.

"The youths fully immerse<
themselves into the experience of fastinj

from food in solidarity with thosi

who go hungry every day," said Kath]

Diener, youth minister at St. Vincen

de Paul Church. "Their witness helpe(

educate not only themselves but th»

public as to the plights of our brother;

and sisters around the world who an

less fortunate."

Pedro looks forward to participating

in next year's 30 Hour Famine.

"If there's one thing to take awaj

from this experience, it is that while wii

live comfortably, there are those livinji

in utter misery— and they are the one;

whom God smiles upon the most,'

said Pedro.

"Maybe not today, maybe no
tomorrow, but in the kingdom ofheaven

the poorer are the richer," he said.

Courtesy Photo by Jeff Mar

Pictured are participants of the 30 Hour Famine held at St. Vincent de Paul Church Feb. 23-24.

Voices and Places

ofThe People of God

Th6 Biee6§6 ei^ enAHiafft

The Diocese of Charlotte

is commemorating its 35th
Anniversary with die publication

of a special volume of beautiful

photographs, spiritual reflections

and fascinating history.

You will enjoy more than 35

spiritual reflections from laity

throughout the diocese as well as

from clergy including Bishop Peter

J. Jugis, Bishop Emeritus William

G. Curlin, and Archbishop John F.

Donoghue.

Plus, the book is filled with numerous

historical photos and interesting

facts about the growth and

development of the Diocese of

Charlotte.

Cost of this beautiful book is $25.99 plus tax and $4.85

shipping and handling. Allow 2 weeks for delivery.

Order your copy at www.Diocesebook.com.

Ifyou do not have Internet access, call 704-370-3333.
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Bishop Peter J. Jugis carries a monstrance in a eucharistic procession during the third annual diocesan

Lenten Spiritual Pilgrimage at Belmont Abbey March 25.

"If we really pray and focus on God, he does

touch us and answer us."

— Dr. William Thierfelder,

Belmont Abbey College

Over half full—call today!

Join the Diocese of Charlotte

and Fr. Mo West, Vicar General and Chancellor, for the

ALASKA eRUISE and RETREAT
with a day in Seattle!

August 17-25, 2007

liBllllllli^lllllllilllllHHi»''^i£s^

Your 8-day excursion includes:

* Daily Mass; time for spiritual growth and peaceful reflection on the

majestic grandeur of God's creation

* Round trip airfare from Charlotte

* All meals and accommodations on Holland America's luxury cruise

ship Oosterdam with stops in Seattle, Jimeau, Hubbard Glacier, Sitka,

Ketchikan and Victoria, BC
* One pre-cruise night at hotel in Seattle with city tour and free time

* Airport transfers in Seattle

Price starts at Oldy $2,199 per person for double occupancy and includes

airfare from Qiarlotte, all ship meals, accommodations, Seattle hotel and city tour,

transfers, port charges and taxes (which may be subject to change).

Reserve today for best cabin choice and lowest rates! Call for a

brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704)370-3332 or Corporate Travel Service

(800)727-1999, Ext. 116.

Youths, young adults gather

for prayer, reflection

YOUTHS, from page 1

us on our journey with Christ."

Bishop Peter J. Jugis led the

eucharistic procession around Belmont

Abbey College as part of the diocese's

third annual Lenten Spiritual Pilgrimage

at Belmont Abbey for youths and young
adults March 25.

The nearly 300 participants included

youths from high schools and colleges

across the diocese, as well as youth

ministers, other adults, diocesan deacons,

monks from Belmont Abbey and women
religious.

The pilgrimage, a day of prayer

and reflection, was part of the diocese's

preparation for the third diocesan

Eucharistic Congress, themed "To Know
Jesus Christ," to be held at the Charlotte

Convention Center Sept. 21-22.

The pledges on the cross were
made to help the pilgrimage participants

prepare for Easter and to know Jesus.

"The students make a commitment
during Lent — such as praying, fasting

— and nail it to the cross," said Ruth

Payne, campus minister at Belmont
Abbey College.

Payne and Gloria Schweizer,
Catholic campus minister at Western

Carolina University in Cullowhee, helped

organize the annual pilgrimage, which
included exposition of the Eucharist,

evening prayer and Benediction.

New to the program this year were

youth musicians and student speakers,

who joined Benedictine Abbot Placid

Solari ofBelmontAbbey and Dr. William

Thierfelder, president of Belmont Abbey
College, discussing different aspects of

the Eucharist.

"Stories of eucharistic miracles are

not the basis of our faith, but they do

inspire me," said Thierfelder.

He spoke about the eighth-century

eucharistic miracle in Lanciano, Italy,

where a monk who doubted the presence

of Jesus in the Eucharist saw the host

change into f!esh and the wine into blood

during a consecration at Mass.

"Ifwe really pray and focus on God,

he does touch us and answer us," said

Thierfelder.

The spiritual pilgrimage helped

many to focus on God and experience the

Eucharist together.

"This pilgrimage brings youths

and young adults together to see the

universality of the church and to meet

each other around adoration of the

Eucharist," said Father Amsparger.

"It helps them get in touch with and

recognize the traditions of our faith,"

said Mary Wright, director of diocesan

Catholic campus ministry. "They get

to share in this experience with other

youths and young adults."

"It's important to come together as a

community," said Thierfelder.

WANT MORE INFO?

More details about the upcoming diocesan

Eucharistic Congress are available online

at www.goeucharist.com.

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charhtte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Photos by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis and Dr. William

Thierfelder(below) listen to youths perform

spiritual music (above) in the Abbey Basilica

during the diocesan Lenten Spiritual Pilgrimage

at Belmont Abbey March 25.

1
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: APRIL 8, 2007

Curiosity prompts novelist to

write new version of Judas' story

Althoughfiction, book gives 'primacy of
place' to Gospel truth

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME — Curiosity about the New
Testament figure of Judas and a feeling

that his reputation as the worst sinner in

history "isn't fair, isn't right" led British

novelist Jeffrey Archer to attempt a new
version of the story.

Archer, presenting "The Gospel
According to Judas by Benjamin Iscariot"

at a March 20 press conference in Rome,
said he is a practicing Anglican who
wanted his new book to be backed up by
solid biblical scholarship.

So he convinced Father Francis

Moloney, provincial of the Salesians

in Australia and a former president of

the Catholic Biblical Association of

America, to collaborate.

Father Moloney, who served on the

International Theological Commission
Tor 18 years when it was under the

presidency of the fiiture Pope Benedict

XVI, provided scholarly criticism of the

text and wrote the bulk of the theological

notes and clarifications found at the end

of the book.

The text in the gilded pages ofArcher's

book is organized into chapters and verses,

like a real Gospel, with the words he

attributes to Jesus written in red.

Archer's main thesis is that Judas

tried to prevent Jesus ' arrest and execution

by enlisting the help of a scribe to get

Jesus out of Jerusalem and back to

Galilee where the Romans supposedly

would ignore him.

In the end, the scribe betrays Judas,

which means Judas unwittingly betrays

Jesus. Both Archer and Father Moloney
doubt that Judas committed suicide, a

story recounted only in the Gospel of St.

Matthew.

The Benjamin Iscariot in Archer's

title is Judas' fictitious son, who— years

after the death of Jesus— finds his father

living in an ascetic community near the

Dead Sea. His father reluctantly gives his

version of what happened to Jesus and

the son writes it down.

Father Moloney told reporters in

Rome that none of the things in Archer's

account that differ fi-om the accounts of

the New Testament can be certain.

"Most of it may be improbable,

but none of it — in my judgment — is

impossible," he said.

Whatever really happened between

Jesus and Judas, Father Moloney said,

he believes Judas was a "tragic" figure,

but not one who was forced to betray

Jesus in order to fiilfill God's plan for the

salvation of humanity.

"We are all fi-ee to say, 'yes' and

'no,'" Father Moloney said, and that had

to have been true for Judas as well.

Father Moloney said he agreed to

collaborate with Archer because although

he has written 40 books about the Bible

they have "made little impact on the

increasing skepticism surrounding the

Christian church" while "deeply flawed

and uninformed works like Dan Brown's

'The Da Vinci Code' and Richard
Dawkins' 'The God Delusion' have
become best-sellers."

"The message of 'The Gospel of

Judas' never betrays the teaching of Jesus

Christ as recorded in the Gospels," Father

Moloney said.

However, Father Moloney points

out in the notes that in his description

of Jesus as the biological son of Joseph

and Mary Archer's interpretation differs

fi-om the official doctrine of the Roman
Catholic Church.

Archer told reporters that he first

brought the idea for the book to his

publisher in 1992, but could not find the

right scholar to help him.

The author said he was attracted to

the topic because Judas was not the only

disciple who failed Jesus.

AH of the disciples ran away fi-om

Jesus in his hour ofgreatest need, and Peter

denied Jesus three times. Archer said.

"All of them showed their human
failings, but every one of them ended

up as a saint. And Judas, who showed
his failings, ends up as the most vilified

person in history. It was the extreme black

and white that armoyed me," he said.

Father Moloney said he hoped
Archer's book would prompt people

to read the New Testament and to

understand that the Gospels were not

written "to communicate the brute facts

of history"; rather they assemble historic

facts "to communicate a message about

what God has done for humankind in and

through Jesus Christ."

He said Archer's book, although

fictitious, gives "primacy of place" to the

truth found in the Gospels of Matthew,

Mark, Luke and John, while telling "the

traditional story through the eyes of

Judas."

Father Moloney also told reporters

that he knows Pope Benedict "has an

interest in the enigma of Judas" and

would not be surprised to learn that the

pope has read Archer's book.

The book presentationwas moderated
by Jesuit Father Stephen Pisano, rector

of Rome's Pontifical Biblical Institute,

which later hosted a scholarly discussion

about Judas in the Bible.

Father Pisano told reporters that the

institute "is not concerned with modem-
day fiction" and absolutely did not endorse

Archer's book, but Father Moloney's

scholarship provided an opportunity to

discuss "what we know and what we do

not know about Judas fi-om the way he is

portrayed in the New Testament."

April 8, Easter Sunday:

The Resurrection

of the Lord

Cycle C Readings:

1) Acts 10:34a, 37-43

Psalm 118: 1-2, 16ab-17, 22-23

2) Colossians 3:1-4

3) Gospel: John 20: 1-9

God should be
with us so we can
be with him

BY JEFF HENSLEY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

My dad died Feb. 25 at the age of9 1

.

He was ready to go home. His wife, my
mom, had taken leave of him five-and-a-

halfyears before, and he had experienced

the most profound loneliness ever since.

But he had only grown gentler and

kinder in the intervening years. Not that

he had reached perfection, mind you. But

he had grown to be the best image of the

love of God that who he was allowed

him to be.

And it was a pretty inspiring image

at that.

A nurse who had attended him wept

when my sister informed her that he

had died. She told her that it was not a

pleasure to attend to everyone in their

last days, but that it had been a pleasure

to attend to my dad.

Aging was good to my dad.

For the last six years of my mom
life, she was dealing with congestive hea

failure and the beginnings of either seni^

dementia or Alzheimer's. In that tiilK

my dad was unfailingly kind and gentli

growing into the role of caregiver in waj^
we, his children, would not have expectef

'

The good effects of his years in

Presbyterian Church teaching Sunda
school, studying Scripture and servin

in various ways seemed to show moi
and more in his final years. Questior'

of theological significance, particular!

as they related to seeing my mom one

again and his obligation to take care not 1

harm his physical body surfaced again an'

again in thoughtfiil, pondering ways.

In the end, the passing of this lovinj

gentle old man was a happy occurrenci'

with my sister holding one of his banc

and me the other, each of us speakin

words of love and encouraging him
into the next stage of his existence— th'

place to which he was going not in doul

for either one of us.

For as Paul put it in his Letter t r

the Colossians, "When Christ our Hi

appears, then you shall appear with hiil

in glory."
j

Questions:

What can you do now to help

grow in love of God and others so

when your time arrives to become part c|

the resurrected body of Christ, you wij

be ready?

illt

le

.

He

ity

edii

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 1-7

Sunday (Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion), Luke 19:28-40, Isaiah 50:4-7, Philippians'

2:6-11, Luke 22:14-23:56; Monday (Monday of Holy Week), Isaiah 42:1-7 John 12:1-11;*

Tuesday (Tuesday of Holy Week), Isaiah 49:1-6, John 13:21-33, 36-38; Wednesday

(Wednesday of Holy Week), Isaiah 50:4-9 Matthew 26:14-25; Thursday (Holy Thursday),

Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, John 13:1-15; Friday (Good Friday), Isaiah

52:13-53:12, Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9, John 18:1-19:42; Saturday (Easter Vigil), Exodus

14:15-15:1, Exodus 15:1-6, 17-18, Romans 6:3-11, Luke 24:1-12.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 8-14

Sunday (The Resurrection of the Lord), Acts 10:34, 37-43, Colossians 3:1-4, John 20:1-9;

Monday (Easter Monday), Acts 2:14, 22-33, Matthew 28:8-15; Tuesday (Easter Tuesday),

Acts 2:3641, John 20:11-18; Wednesday (Easter Wednesday), Acts 3:1-10, Luke 24:13-35;

Thursday (Easter Thursday), Acts 3:11-26, Luke 24:35-48; Friday (Easter Friday), Acts

4:1-12, John 21:1-14; Saturday (Easter Saturday), Acts 4:13-21, Mark 16:9-15.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 1 5-21

Sunday (Second Sunday of Easter Divine Mercy Sunday), Acts 5:12-16, Revelation 1:9-13,

17-19, John 20:19-31; Monday, Acts 4:23-31, John 3:1-8; Tuesday, Acts 4:32-37, John 3:7-15;

Wednesday, Acts 5:17-26, John 3:16-21
;
Thursday, Acts 5:27-33, John 3:31-36; Friday, Acts

5:3442, John 6:1-15; Saturday (St. Anselm), Acts 6:1-7, John 6:16-21.

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Lp On-Time So Vou Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties {|

www.3wavplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church
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Communicating Catholicism
ipe, Catholic media workers strategize on how to best use new media

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Taking
antage of new media to spread the

spel, the Catholic Church also has an

igation to point out areas where the

dia has a harmful effect, especially on

Idren, Pope Benedict XVI said.

The pope called on media operators

safeguard the common good, to

lold the truth, to protect individual

nan dignity and promote respect for

needs of the family."

Meeting March 9 with members
the Pontifical Council for Social

mmunications. Pope Benedict spoke

the benefits of greater access to

ility entertainment, information

\ educational opportunities through

media.

But he also expressed concern about

"increasing concentration" of the

dia in the hands of a few multinational

iglomerates and said that "much of

at is transmitted in various forms to

homes of millions of families around

the world is destructive."

Strategies for using new technology

to communicate the Gospel message and

for counteracting the negative impact of

the media dominated the council's March
5-9 meeting at the Vatican.

U.S. Archbishop John P. Foley,

council president, told members that the

church must fulfill its responsibility to

share with all people "the message of

their origin in God, their destiny with

him in heaven and their redemption in

Jesus Christ."

The problem, he said, is that the

message of salvation "must compete with

thousands ofother messages— messages

that perhaps appear immediately more
appealing or more tempting."

Faith in cyberspace

U.S. Sister Judith Zoebelein, a

Franciscan Sister of the Eucharist who
works in the Vatican's Internet office,

said the church must expand its presence

on the Internet.

But it must do so in a way that helps

lead people from a "virtual" experience

of faith and community to a personal

encounter with the Lord and participation

in a parish, she said.

The Vatican's Web site has helped

people who were already part of a

real community connect in a virtual

community with the Vatican, accessing

documents and even sending e-mail

greetings to the pope, she said.

The next step must be using the

Internet to reach those who are not part of

any concrete community, she said.

In an attempt to ensure that an Internet

search of things Catholic leads to finding

a real experience of the church, Sister

Zoebelein said, the Vatican's Internet

office is running a trial e-leaming site.

"Perhaps the biggest reason for

choosing e-leaming is that young adults

today live and learn on the Internet more
than any other particular place," she told

the council.

The topic chosen for the first course

was the meaning of suffering, using Pope
John Paul II's 1984 apostolic letter along

with "photos, music, images, questions

and additional reflections," she said.

Bridget, 8, from Kenya, and sponsor Mary L., U.S.A.

9^^^ ^Wk Offering hope.

w^%^^^ Restoring dignity.

C F C A* Worldwide.

To learn more
or sponsor

visit our Web site at

www.cfcausa.org

call us toll-free at

(800) 875-6564

A+ rating by the

American Institute of Philanthropy

www.charitywatch.org

Highest rating of four-stars from

Charity Navigator

www.charitynavigator.org

'What a blessing my
sponsored child is'

Mary L., who lives in New^ Jersey, chose to sponsor a child

through Christian Foundation for Children and Aging so

she could help make the w^orld a better place. In particular,

she Uked the opportunity CFCA offered to build a friend-

ship with someone in a developing country. The letters

and photographs she exchanged vv^ith Bridget in Kenya

allowed her actually to see the difference her sponsorship

was making in the 8-year-old's Hfe: "All you have to do

is look at her picture for yourself This girl's soiil radi-

ates. What a blessing she is." Mary also had a chance to

visit Bridget on one of CFCA's mission awareness trips.

"CFCA is confident enough to show us the projects and

that so much of the donations go to the children and

aging," Mary said.

CFCA has served more than 475,000 children and elderly

in developing countries over the past 25 years—empow-
ering them to make more choices in their lives, Hve with

dignity and reach their potential.

You can improve someone's life, too. Your sponsorship

of $30 a month helps your sponsored friend with criti-

cal immediate needs such as nutrition, medical care and

clothing. But it goes much fiirther. It also develops self-

reliance through education, skills and Uvelihood training

for famihes, and community involvement.

Founded by CathoUc lay people and grounded in CathoHc

social teaching, CFCA works with people of all faiths.

Sponsor a child or aging friend today and help make the

world a better place for all.

Sponsor a child through CFCA. It works.

But unlike most Internet courses,

the Vatican proposal includes regularly

scheduled face-to-face meetings of

participants.

"The anonymity of the Internet

must at some point lead to the desire

and opportunity for an actual human
encounter," Sister Zoebelein said.

The hope, she said, is to use the

"virtual" community created through

the Internet "to nourish the actual

community" and a desire to participate

in parish life.

Required research

Irish Archbishop Diarmuid Martin

of Dublin said diocesan newspapers
and contact with religion reporters

from secular newspapers continue to be

important ways for the church to get its

message out and "on the public record."

But he suggested the church invest in

professionally organized focus groups to

study how much of the church's message

is being heard and by whom.
Archbishop George H. Niederauer of

San Francisco told the council that "one

size does not fit all" when communicating

in the modem world; the church needs

specific projects aimed at the young, the

elderly, active Catholics^ the alienated

and those who are indifferent.

And, he said, the council should act

as a clearinghouse for the best church

communications practices.

Bishops from Africa, Asia and Latin

America urged the council not to assume

their people have the same kind ofmedia
access that people in Europe and North

America have.

Radio is hugely important in Africa;

the Intemet is dominating the media scene

in much of Asia; and Latin America still

has a stable television audience.

Tony Spence, director and editor

in chief of Catholic News Service,

also encouraged the council to support

research on what is being done and what
is working.

He told the council that a recent

survey demonstrated that adult Catholics

in the United States ' have access to

Catholic media and use it on a regular

basis, although there is much room for

improvement.

And while the Intemet "gives new
opportunities for a tried-and-true medium
such as print to reach new audiences," it

is not without its problems, particularly

because "good scholarship and good
joumalism can be eclipsed by punditry

and misinformation disguised as an

authentic voice in the church."

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi,

director of the Vatican press office and

Vatican television center, outlined several

communications priorities, including

efforts "to make the pope's thoughts and

the position of the church known in the

Muslim and Arab-speaking world."

He also suggested the Vatican form

a small group of consultants to help

it evaluate the mountain of requests it

receives from media outlets wanting to

interview Pope Benedict XVI.
"The interviews given so far by the

Holy Father have been very effective,"

he said, and Vatican Radio, the television

production center and the press office

have ensured they were widely distributed

in many languages.
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1 00 years young

Courtesy Photo

Pictured is Kathleen Fitzpatrick, who turns 1 00years oldMarch 31. The oldest member

ofCourt 1199 ofthe Catholic Daughters ofthe Americas in Charlotte, Fitzpatrick will

be honored at a Mass and reception at St. Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte on her

birthday.

Celebrating the Mass will be Father Mark Lawlor, pastor, and concelebrating will

be Father Paul Gary, rector ofSt. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte, and Father Frank

O 'Rourke, pastor ofSt Ann Church in Charlotte.

The daughter ofan Italian immigrantfather and German-American mother, Fitzpatrick

realized a lifelong dream at 93 by visiting the Vatican.

An active member of the Catholic Daughters since 1933, Fitzpatrick still attends

meetings andparticipates as she is able.

Principal - Catholic Elementary School

Chantilly, Virginia

St. Veronica Catholic School, a K through 8th-grade school located in the

Diocese of Arlington, Virginia, is currently seeking a principal starting in

the 2007-2008 school year. St. Veronica is a medium-size parish with a

growing school population. Candidates for principal must be willing to

assume responsibility for the day-to-day administration of the school, as

well as assist in developing long range goals.

For more information about this exciting opportunity and for instructions

on how to apply, please visit the St. Veronica parish website at:

http://www2 .stveronica. net/pri ncipal.

DIRECTOR OF DIOCESAN HOUSING CORPORATION
Hie Catholic Diocese of Charlotte Housing Corporation is seeking a full-time director to provide

vision and leadership to a developing housing ministry. A complete job description for this position

can be found at www.cdchousingcorp.org. Position includes competitive salary and benefits

package. To be considered for this position, submit a resume postmarked by May 4, 2007 to:

GerardA Carter, CDCHC

1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, NC 2820^4003 or email gacarter@chartottediocese,org.

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE
HOUSING CORPORATION

Catholic Daughters give prizes

to education contest winners
BY CAROLE McGROTTY

CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Court 412 of the

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
in Asheville recently awarded prizes

for the local first-place winners in

the organization's National Education

Contest.

Local courts sponsor the contest,

which offers contestants a choice of

categories: art, essay, poetry, poster,

computer art, music and photography.

Contestants also choose a theme: "The

Beauty of God's Creation" or "Taking

Time for Others."

The themes "encourage lively

imagination and freedom of thought

when student talent and application go

hand in hand," according to the Catholic

Daughters Web site. "The contest

enables students of our communities,

schools and CCD classes to compete and

strive for awards while following certain

fixed rules."

The four Asheville-area winners,

who all chose "The Beauty of God's

Creation" theme, each received $25

prizes for coming in first place in the

respective age groups.

Gwen Hobson, chairwoman for tl

local contest, said the winning entri

had been sent to the state chairpers

for judging at that level. Winners at

state level will in turn compete on

national level this summer at the nati

workshop.

First-grader Katrina Krulikas

ninth-grader Sarah Belanger, who
both parishioners of the Basilica of

Lawrence in Asheville, won first plai

for art in their age divisions.

Ninth-grader Adam Meis, who a
attends the basilica, took first place

poetry in his age division.

Tenth-grader Rebekah Torres,

parishioner of St. Barnabas Church

Arden, won for photography in her ^
division.

The Catholic Daughters of

Americas, formed in 1903, has abo

90,000 members in 1,400 courts in tl'

United States, Puerto Rico, Mexic|lK<i«

Dominican Republic, Guam and the U.

Virgin Islands.

t ni

to
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Photo by Carole McGri

Sarah Belanger (center) accepts a prize from Gwen Hobsob (left), contest chairwoman, and Marjo

Maxwell, regent of Court 41 2 of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas in Asheville, at the Basilica

St. Lawrence in Asheville March 25.

1
Come Grow With Us

Finandal Advisors

TRIUNE Triune Capital Advisors, LLC is a faith-based, full service

broker-dealer firm. Our commitment is to high ethical

standards, professional and personal growth for you and your

clients. If you are already licensed and are sincere about making

a difference in people's lives, contact us.

Sarah Westbrook

704-714-2202

swestbrook@triunecapital.com

201 S. College St. — Suite 100

Charlotte, NC 28244
Member NASD Member SIPC

Classifieds

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For infonnation, call (704) 370-3332.
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lonoring life Donor drive

Courtesy Photo

embers ofKnights of Columbus Council 7184's honor guard are pictured during

Mass to show solidarity with the unborn celebrated by Bishop Peter J. Jugis at

maculate Conception Church in Hendersonville March 15. Nearly 200 people

\\\tended the Mass, which gave specialfocus to the sanctity ofall human life.

shop Jugis, whose homily centered on "our creation at the hands of God in his

ige,
" thanked all those mobilized, whether in prayer, in activism and/or as counselfor

men who have had abortions. He reminded them all how important their work is.

le Knights honor guard escorted Bishop Jugis at the start and end ofMass. Deputy

and Knight Don Franz, respect life committee chairman, facilitated the bishop 's

\sit and organized a reception in his honor.

Courtesy Photo

Chris Curran (left) and Melanie Feeny Lewis (secondfrom right) test two prospective

donors during a bone marrow typing drive at Holy Cross Church in Kernersville

March 10. Curran is thefather of9-year-old Joseph Curran, who is in need ofa bone

marrow transplant. Lewis helped organize the typing drive, during which 14 volunteers

typed 103 people.

For more information on the National Marrow Donor Program, call (800) MARROW-2

(627-7692) or visit the National Marrow Donor Web site at www.marrow.org.

got monks?
Our monks seek God.

Our students seek Truth.

Ho uuonder uje end up at the same place:

Belmont Abbey College, the 130-year-old

'Catholic College of the Carolinas.'

What are YOU seeking?

BELMONT Abbey
College

! HAT In ail T.H)NCS GOD MAY BE GlORIFIED

Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

This year the Intercollegiate

Studies Institute named us one

of their 50 "All-American

Colleges: Top Schools for

Conservatives, Old-Fashioned

Liberals, and People of Faith."

Why? Because we make it plain

that Jesus Christ is the center

of our College.

Visit our website at

BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu to

learn more about the Abbey,

our new Honors Institute, and to

apply online.

What are YOU seeking?

U&News
' America's

Best
CoUe^
2006
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Bringing flesh into social

ministry
Overcoming fear will help bring Jesus to those

in need
How far are many of us from the

poor? It is a question I have been asking

myself all week.

I write a stewardship newsletter for

my church, so I ventured over to the

parish school's sixth-grade . classroom

to interview a few students. I plarmed to

include some of their Lenten resolutions

in my next newsletter.

I got typical responses — giving

up candy, cookies, TV. Someone had

pledged to say a rosary daily.

And here's a thoughtfiil one: "I'm

not going to go to a particular strip mall

during Lent because my presence there

causes problems with my parents."

Then I glimpsed the huge stack

of boxes the students were delivering

that afternoon to various social service

agencies around town. I thought it was a

good idea that the students who collected

these items were actually going to see

the charities and perhaps meet some of

the recipients.

But the boy who was explaining it all

to me told me more.

The students visited the Brother

Francis Shelter, a large homeless shelter

for adults, and as part of their visit, they

scrubbed all the sleeping mats.

Wow. I think my mouth fell open and

the first words that came out were, "Did

you wear gloves?"

Yes, he replied, everyone wore latex

gloves.

I was immediately ashamed of

myself. What a question to ask ofthis boy

who was learning about being present to

the poor. And what a wonderfiil teacher

they must have to encourage not just a

"tour" of the Brother Francis Shelter, as

often happens, but an activity that made
them more aware of the lived experience

of the poor.

Next I had a long conversation with

our associate pastor. Father Ben Torreto,

who is on loan to our archdiocese from

our sister archdiocese in Cotobato, the

Philippines. We are part of a global

solidarity partnership, and we are

fortunate to have Father Torreto, a soft-

spoken man who heads up the social

action ministry in Cotobato.

In the Philippines, the life of the

church is based on the Latin American

For the

Journey

EFFIE
CALDAROLA
CNS COLUMNIST

concept of "comunidades eclesias de

base" — base communities. Parishes in

the Philippines are huge, but are divided

into these small faith-based commimities

that unite people not just in faith but in

commitment to social action.

How differently he must see our

large, wealthy parish, I noted.

But no, he replied, "I see great

generosity here. Whenever there's a call

for help, people respond overwhehningly.

Each week people bring food to be

distributed to agencies that feed the poor.

You are very generous."

But then he added something I will

not forget.

Often, he said, he sees people

donate things at the church, then the

church brings these goods to the poor. It

would be better if there were more direct

interaction between people.

Jesus' ministry, he told me, was a

ministry ofthe heart. Associating with the

other "brings flesh into our ministry."

Why don't we interact with the

poor?

He guessed "security." I guessed

"time." But in my heart, I recalled that

question I asked ofthe sixth-grader: "Did

you wear gloves?"

Maybe in part it is fear — fear of

the unknown, fear of what the lived

experience ofpoverty might expose us to

on many levels.

My consolation as I write these

words is a beautiful holy card of St.

Francis of Assisi on the desk in front of

me. Francis had to overcome great fear to

embrace the leper.

Did it change the leper's life?

We really don't know. But we know
it changed Francis.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250 words

or less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone number

of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for

clarity, style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted

to The Catholic News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to

reuse, in whole or in part, in print, electronic formats and archives. Send letters to Letters to

the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@chariottediocese.org.

A bouquet that never

withers
'Little prayer warriors' learn value of prayer,

serve as inspiration

It ^

i (HIS

i l)W

Sifting through mementos from my
youth, I smiled at the glittery shamrocks

and the lace hearts I had made for

my parents through the years. Amidst

these cookie-cutter crafts, I found one

exceptionally meaningftil gift: a bouquet.

It was quite different from those that

are carefully displayed in vases until they

wither. This was a "spiritual bouquet."

Mrs. Gallagher, my second grade

teacher at St. Michael School, made a

great impact onmy life. I remember, even

as a seven-year-old, being impressed by

her gentle nature and holy life. Her

devotion to God and to prayer inspired

me, and she is the reason that I am a

Catholic school teacher today.

She also gave me the gift of the

spiritual bouquet.

What is a spiritual bouquet? It's a

collection of prayers and offerings made
for the recipient.

Over the years, I had forgotten about

this wonderful gift, but I rediscovered it

at an opportune time. I had been asked

to lead my students to pray during the

school year for two seminarians studying

for the priesthood in our diocese.

I realized a spiritual bouquet would

be a great gift for the seminarians, so

I decided to share the idea with my
students as Mrs. Gallagher had shared

it with me.

I explained the project to them
— we would offer prayers and sacrifices

for the seminarians and keep track of

our progress. Over time, we would tally

the offerings and share them with the

seminarians.

I told them prayer is the best gift

they can give— it doesn't cost much, it

doesn't require a lot of time, and prayers

can be said anytime and anywhere.

At first my seventh graders were

not too excited. I reminded them that

the seminarians are our future priests

and that these men could, possibly, be

the priests who bless their marriages,

baptize their babies or say a Mass of

Christian burial for a loved one. It began

to hit home.

So I put up a chart in the classroom

with the students' names to keep track of

their prayers and offerings, and we were

off. By Christmas, they were experts

at it. They offered up rosaries, Masses,

hours of eucharistic adoration, "heart

prayers" and even learned about making

sacrifices for the good of someone else.

As a class, we had said more than

100 rosaries; 1,600 Hail Mary prayers;

more than 500 Our Father prayers;

nearly 200 Glory Be prayers; and nearly

200 personal prayers, and we had offered

more than 100 Masses, more than 120

hours of eucharistic adoration and nearly

50 sacrifices for the seminarians.

Each student made a "flower"

that listed his or her personal prayers

and offerings and added it to the class

bouquet, which was mailed to the

seminarians.

As the school year continued, this
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simple project took on a life of its d

Our list of intentions began to grow,

every morning the students took g'

reverence in praying for each other'

for people they didn't know who

"

asked for prayers: a 2-and-a-half-y

old child overseas in a coma, a fii

of one of our teachers, parents hea(

overseas to Iraq and many more.

I challenged them to pray a spin

bouquet for a dear fiiend of mine wl

mother was having major surgery. F
whole month, they said rosaries, ofiR

up Masses and said heart prayers

On the evening of the surgery, I ^

call from my friend. She asked me tol

my students that their prayers had I

answered and that her mother didn't r| .

the surgery as expected. When I slw 't-l

this news, they cheered and clapped!

was so excited, she exclaimed,

else can we cure?"

I explained that our prayers may
always be answered the way we wjk,

like them to be, and that we have to
j, ^

that God's will shall be done and that

recipient will have peace with God's

I have nicknamed them my "l,

prayer warriors," and it is somethirij

which they are proud. They have not

learned how to pray, but also that,
]

prayer, we can overcome obstacles iq

lives that keep us from God.

During this Lenten season, we t

been getting many requests for pr^L

and so my little prayer warriors contii

to persevere in prayer. As they prepai

reenact the Living Stations of the Crkj,

they are learning that Jesus Christ him,

prayed to his heavenly Father when ti,
ju^^

were hard, when he was abandonecL(jj^

his friends and while he was hanginjj^jji

the cross to save each one of us.
j

So during this Lenten season, If^]^

all learn from my little prayer wan
j

that we must continue to pray for t^^^

other and become closer to God. .jt

,

Chris Ostrom teaches relig,^^

social studies and history at Our Laa^^^

Grace School in Greensboro.

lata
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Easter, a season for life

atholics can be renewed in life-affirming efforts

Lent starts with a sobering reminder

'our mortality: "You are dust . . . and to

ist you shall return."

Yet the 40 days of Lent prepare

for the 50-day season of Easter that

;lebrates the gift of abundant life. Much
ore than a single day of sweets, bunnies

id colored eggs, this season illuminates

/erything Christians do to build the

ilture of life.

As Pope John Paul II put it poetically

hile he was still a cardinal, "Each spring

e earth and water say: is the necessity

life not deeper than that of dying?"

Easter Vigil 1966").

He's speaking not merely of the

rthly renewal brought about by rain

id melting snow, but also of spiritual

newal in the baptismal waters of the

ster Vigil. Its fire and water rituals

int to— and draw us more deeply into

the reality that life in Christ is more

werful than death.

While we know theologically that

he victory is already won," it can be

mpting to despair when it seems our

o-life work is making little headway.

I fixistration, we may drift away fi-om

ayer, either giving up or relying on our

ivn strength to defend irmocent life.

But we know that pro-life efforts are

ready making a noticeable difference

national and local levels. American

titudes have shifted in recent years

A^ay from unqualified support of so-

iUed "reproductive rights," as protected

The Easter challenge

eap of faith, life of love are real aspects

)f season

under Roe v. Wade.

The pro-life movement is strong

and spans several generations, with a

new wave of young adults and teens

committed to defending life in the public

and private sphere.

The rate and number of abortions

in the United States continue to decline,

most notably among teens. Recent

studies show that state laws regulating

abortion, such as parental involvement

laws and public funding restrictions,

reduce abortion rates in the states that

enact them.

Every day, pregnancy resource

centers care forwomen to help them make
life-affirming choices for themselves and

their families. Countless precious lives

have been saved as their parents have

embraced their God-given dignity in

empowering ways.

Through Project Rachel, the Catholic

Church reaches out to women and men
hurt by abortion. For them, the healing

power ofthe risen Christ is nothing short

of life-transforming.

Thanks to Internet and radio ad

campaigns, as well as good homilies

and support at the parish level, more
and more broken women and men are

embracing the message that spiritual and

emotional healing is possible.

Finally, the false promises of the

sexual revolution are painfully coming

to light, and a new grassroots movement
celebrating the true dignity of women is

Pope says unity with

pope guarantees

faith is the one

taught by Jesus

To identify Easter with beautiful

ies and colored eggs may not be the

;st way of capturing the wonder of

aster. I'd rather look at Easter as a

lallenge for greatness and a gigantic

ap of faith.

While Easter is connected to

ippiness, it is not a one-day event

it a lifetime event. Jesus' promise of

ippiness rests on you. If you want
;aven on earth, you can have it.

You can also make hell out of
pjie daily hardships, conflicts and

sappointments.

The challenges of Easter include

king a blind leap of faith into an

iilverwhelming abyss of suffering and

^lieving in life when we experience

ath, knowing that what appears to be
Jj^feat will in fact be victory.

The simlight of God's love makes a

linbow out of the rain.

To say that Jesus beautified disaster

not completely wrong. To live a great

fe, we need a great cause to which
e can connect the meaning of our

struggles, a cause to live by or, ifneeded,
a I die for.

At Easter we hear the familiar

story of Christ's triumph, his death and

Resurrection, and we feel part of the

story. We connect the conviction of

the historical event of the Resurrection

with the faith in the risen Christ.

The famous tightrope walker,

Blondin, on one occasion carried a man
across a tightrope stretched perilously

above an admiring crowd.

In the crowd was a boy, gazing in

wonderment. Blondin noticed the lad

and asked, "Do you believe that I could

carry you across that tightrope?"

The boy replied, "I'm sure you
could."

"Well then, jump up and I will do

so," said Blondin.

The boy promptly reacted: "I said 'I

believe', I did not say 'I would do it."

It is not enough to believe that Jesus

has risen and is alive today, but we
should take the next step: to translate our

faith into action.

An empty tomb, so says the cynic, is

a poor foundation on which to establish a

world religion. It may be so, but our faith

has gone beyond that event; it has left the
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emerging in our country.

Pope John Paul's poem continues:

"Water speaks more of endurance than

of passing."

Every time we bless ourselves with

holy water throughout the year, let us

remind ourselves of the enduring power

of baptism. Let us embrace the hope of

the resurrection, and be renewed to serve

the culture of life.

Deirdre McQuade is director

of planning and information for the

U.S. bishops' Secretariat for Pro-Life

Activities.

CNS ILLUSTRATION BY LuCAS TuRNBLOOM, ThE SoUTWERN CrOSS
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empty tomb centuries ago.

The message of Easter is not written

in the past tense. It is indeed written as we
go by our daily activities and encounter

Christ where we least expect him.

The Easter story is simple and
powerful, and we should not forget that

Jesus' victory came after Jesus' tragedy.

Lilies and eggs are indeed part ofour

Easter legend, but life and love are the

real aspects of the Christian Easter.

Capuchin Father Aurilia is pastor

of Immaculate Conception Church in

Hendersonville.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
teaching of the bishops and unity with

the pope guarantee that one's faith truly

is the faith taught by Jesus to his apostles,

Pope Benedict XVI said.

"The true Gospel is that imparted by

the bishops, who have received it in an

uninterrupted chain from the apostles,"

the pope said March 28 at his weekly

general audience.

The pope's audience talk focused on

the ministry and writings of St. Irenaeus

of Lyon, who died in the very first years

of the third century.

"Irenaeus is most of all a man of

faith and a pastor," the pope said. "As

a writer he had a double aim: to defend

true docfrine against the attacks of the

heretics and to explain the truths of the

faith with clarity."

St. Irenaeus taught that the creed

contains the essential truths of Christian

faith and the bishops— through apostolic

succession — have been entrusted with

the responsibility of guaranteeing that

faith is interpreted and applied correctly

throughout history.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience March 28.

Dear brothers and sisters.

Continuing our catechesis on the

church fathers, we turn now to St.

Irenaeus of Lyon, a great theologian and

bishop at the end of the second century.

In his writings, Irenaeus clearly

sets forth the contents of the apostolic

faith and appeals to the church's living

tradition in order to defend that faith

from false teachings. He thus emphasizes

the "regula fidei": the "rule of faith"

contained in the Apostles' Creed and in

the Gospel proclaimed by the church's

bishops.

The Gospel Irenaeus preached was

the Gospel preached by his teacher,

Polycarp, who in turn received it from

the apostle John in an unbroken line of

succession going back to Christ himself

Irenaeus also writes of the unique

authority of the church of Rome as

founded on the apostles.

This zealous pastor illusfrates for

us three important characteristics of the

apostolic fradition: It is "public," because

it is available to all through the teaching

of the bishops; it is "one," because its

content remains the same despite the

variety of languages and cultures; and

it is "pneumatic," because, through it,

the Holy Spirit continues to enliven and

renew the church even today.
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Parish unites to help pay for 10-year-old's heart transplant

CNS PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PiROZZI WMILY

Xavia Pirozzi, a 10-year-old heart recipient, is

pictured in her bed at the Children's Hospital of

Philadelphia in an undated photo.

BY SUZANNE M. SINGLETON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

BALTIMORE — While Xavia
Pirozzi's new heart is priceless, her

medical bills have topped $3.5 million,

with her family's portion after insurance

coverage estimated at $600,000.

The drugs she will take for the rest of

her life cost $1,500 a month.

"I worry about her health first," said

her father, Ralph Pirozzi. "That .is my
main concern. On a financial basis, I'll

deal with that later."

That's where the Heart ofSt. Joseph's

comes in. The committee of parents

fi-om St. Joseph Church and School in

Baltimore is raising funds to pay the

fifth-grader's medical costs, assisted by
other schools and parishes.

And that's i^ot the only help the

family has gotten.

"The outpouring of prayer support

fi-om family, fiiends and patients was
tremendous," Pirozzi said. "It was a

needed shoulder to lean on."

Xavia, 10, underwent a heart

transplant Jan. 6 at Children's Hospital

of Philadelphia, where she had spent

10 months after being diagnosed with

restrictive cardiomyopathy, a rare

degenerative disease that causes the heart

to stiffen over time.

"You wanted to shake yourself and

say, 'Is this really happening?'" said

Xavia's mother, NicoUe Borys-Pirozzi,

Catholic Family EXPO - Charlotte
Belmont Abbey College

April 13- 15, 2007

Formationfor Vocations
'calling attention to the close relationship which exists between family, education and vocation.." - Pope John Paul II,

Vocation Day Message - April 24, 1994

Family

Understanding your Spouse's

Temperament

The Family is for Love

The ABC's of Family

Management

Practical Tips for Building a

Peaceful and Affectionate

Household

Standing Strong as a Parent:

Discipline that Lasts a Lifetime

Surviving and Thriving with

Multiple Teens in the House

Vocations

The Importance of Fathers

Why Be Catholic?

Come Follow Me - Priest

Panel

The Brides of Christ - Nun

Panel

Raise Happy Children...Raise

Them Saints!

How to have a Happy

Marriage: God's Plan for

Couples

What's the Formula for

Formation?

Education

The Moral Importance of

Storytelling

Why Catholics Need to Know

their Bible

Logic, Good Arguments, and

Fallacies

Mastering Math with Card

Games

Beginning Homeschooling

How to Conduct a Savvy

College Search

Building Writing Power

Pro-Life Topics: A Dozen Reasons the Pro-Life Movement is Winning, 101 Ways to be More Pro-life in your Parish 1

Inspiration: Quiet Waters - Live Production of the Glorious Mysteries
j

Special Video Presentation: Grassroots F\\ms - "BshersMMen"
J

Keynote Speakers

Dr. Ray

Guarendi

Art & Laraine

Bennett

Dr. William

Thierfelder
Gail Buckley

Fr. Frank

Pavone

Keith & Tami

Kiser

r
Exhibitors: Colleges, Religious Communities, Books, Gifts, Religious Articles, and Learning Resources for

Children and Adults

Learn More and Register Today: www.catholicfamilyexpo.org
Parent's Note: Child care. Children's and Teen Tracks not available at this conference. Infants and nursing

babies always welcome.
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of the diagnosis.

During the 10 months of waiting foi

an available heart, Xavia's mother aiw

grandmother, Joanna Borys, altematei

weeklong stays at the hospital. Borys

Pirozzi, an associate administrator

anatomic pathology at the Universit;

of Maryland, said she never wanted he

daughter to be alone in the hospital.

Ralph Pirozzi, a dentist, visited oi

weekends with Xavia's siblings. Excep
for brief trips outside for a breath of fresl

air, Xavia did not leave the hospital.

Their faith has been challenged a

times over the last year.

"At low points I'd say, 'God, where'

the heart and why is it taking so long?''

confessed Borys-Pirozzi. "There wen
down days and up days and days you'

want to run screaming from the building jSHI

There was so much to handle."

Xavia's literal change of heart ha

left the girl with a new perspective.

"The child has matured in so man;

ways," said her grandmother. "It was ;

hard 10 months."

The 10-year-old is curious abou

where her new heart came from, am
what happened to the donor.

Butunless the donor family wishes t< |i

be revealed, the Pirozzis won't find oul

The family plans to write to them througl

the United Network of Organ Sharing, h

express their infinite gratitude, and hopi

to receive a response.

"It's very important to donate organ

and share the gift of life with others,'

said Xavia.

During her troubles, Xavia said shi

prayed for herself, as did sojnany others

She knows the prayers helped, she said

"because we were able to do this for 1(

months straight!"

Joanna Borys, who has worked at th<

St. Joseph Church's parish office for 3(

years, said many people reached out.

"The whole thing has been a parisl

community supporting a family in need,'

she said.

Students collected nearly $3,000 i;

their "Silver for Xavia "coin collectioi

and have been buying $1 rubber

band bracelets bearing a heart am
Xavia's name. The Heart of St. Joseph'

committee organized a wine tastinj

and auction and is publicizing othe

fundraising activities on its Web site a

www.theheartofstjosephs.com.

Other schools and parish religiou

education programs also are chipping ii

with bake sales, "Xavia" bracelets am

cash donations.

Xavia and her family still faci

challenges, however. A heart transplan

doesn't last forever.

"We say that the 'half-life' of .

transplanted heart in a child (birth ti

18 years) is about 13 years," said Di

Maryanne R.K. Chrisant, medical directo

at Children's Hospital of Philadelphia.

That means that 13 years afte

receiving a heart transplant, "half th

children are still alive with their heai

grafts and half have either died (firon

various causes) or have required repea

heart transplantation," she said.

Xavia's parents know they are buyin;

time, said Pirozzi. "I look at it as

continual process, buying time until th

next transplant is necessary, better anti

rejection meds are created or artificia

devices become more practical," he said,

I
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Celebrating the spiritual bonds
'a

imj

Bishop, priests renew

promises during

annual chrism Mass

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Parish

priests are the "fathers of our

parishes," said Bishop Peter

J. Jugis during the annual

chrism Mass.

"The word 'father' speaks

of the spiritual bond which
parishioners have with their

pastor," he said during his

homily at St. Patrick Cathedral

in Charlotte April 3.

"Recognizing him as more
than just another person in

the parish, he is our father.

No other person in the parish

can fulfill his role," Bishop

Jugis said.

The spiritual father

becomes an integral part of the

parishioners' relationship to

Jesus, said the bishop.

"The title that beautifully

sums up who we are as priests

See CHRISM, page 9

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Bishop Peter J. Jugis incenses the altar of St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte during the chrism Mass April 3. Also pictured is

Deacon Mark Diener, permanent deacon at St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte. During the Mass, the bishop and clergy renewed

their vows as priests and Bishop Jugis blessed the chrism and other holy oils. The chrism is used in baptismal anointing,

confirmation, priestly and episcopal ordinations, and during the dedication of churches. The other holy oils are used in the

anointing of the sick and for catechumens.

A 'eucharistic vocation'
Women religious celebrate ministry during

annual jubilee Mass

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis celebrates the annual jubilee Mass for women religious in the

chapel at St. Gabriel Church March 31

.

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE— The call

to leave all and follow Jesus

is a eucharistic vocation, said

Bishop Peter J. Jugis.

"And for us, the eucharistic

celebration is an essential

part of our vocation," said the

bishop during the jubilee Mass
for women religious at St.

Gabriel Church March 3 1

.

The annual Mass and

celebration honors the

anniversaries ofwomen religious

in the Diocese of Charlotte.

Forty-five sisters attended to

honor their fellow diamond,

golden and silver jubilarians.

"Today we honor you
jubiliarians as examples of 60,

50 and 25 years of service to

the Lord," said Bishop Jugis,

"and we enter .with you into

See JUBILEE, page 8

Perspectives

Hains reveals the 'Easter

insult'; Magliano calls

for the death of capital

punishment

I
PAGES 14-15
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Saintly cause
French nun says life has

changed since she was

healed, thanks toJPU

BY CATHOLIC NEWS ^

SERVICE

AIX-EN-PROVENCE,
France — The French nun
who believes she was healed

of Parkinson's disease, thanks

to Pope John Paul II, said her

life had "totally changed" since

that night two months after the

pope's death.

Sister Marie-Simon-Pierre,

46, is working again, now in

Paris at a maternity hospital run

by her order, the Little Sisters

of Catholic Motherhood.

See MIRACLE, page 6

Sainthood now?

FczB2

CNS PHOTO BY Max Rossi, Reltters

^ope John Paul II looks at

the faithful gathered at the

Colosseum during a Good Friday

service in Rome April 18, 2003.

A mass marking the conclusion

of die initial phase of the process

for the canonization of Pope John

Paul was held in the Basilica of

St. John Lateran in Rome

April 2, 2007.

SEE STORY ON PAGE 7.
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Sharing knowledge

Catechists explore trends,

tactics in faith formation

I
PAGE 5

i |„l.llM.l.lil.l»lnl.lnllu.llinllnnnlll

Culture Watch

Books on early religious

women; monastery on cable
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Easter Season

People celebrate Easter

season near and far
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

AGING WITH GRACE

CNS PHOTO BY Debbie Hill

Sister Monika Dullmann checks on Sister Anais Bernard, a patient at Saint-Louis Hospital, March 22 in

Jerusalem. Sister Dullmann, a German Sister of St. Joseph of the Apparition, is director of the hospice

that serves Jerusalem residents of all races, faiths and nationalities.

Nuns share difficulties, joys with

patients at Jerusalem hospice
JERUSALEM (CNS) — When

Sister Monika Dullmann first came as

a volunteer to Saint-Louis Hospital as a

young theologian, the most difficult task

she faced was watching terminally ill

patients suffer.

Sister Dullmarm, now the hospital

director, said 20 years of experience has

taught her that she may never be able to

relieve all pain, but she can help patients

during their last and most difficult

moments.

Sister Dullmann noted that Jesus

spent his last night in the Garden of

Gethsemane alone. What she can offer,

she said, is her simple presence, so that

those in her care will not be alone in their

final hours of suffering.

"I realized that the last thing I can

do for someone who is suffering is ...

not to run away," said Sister Dullmarm,

originally from Germany and a member
of the Sisters of St. Joseph of the

Apparition who run the hospital.

Located just outside the New Gate

of Jerusalem's Old City, not far from

the sites where Jesus spent his last days,

Saint-Louis Hospital provides hospice

and geriatric care for Jerusalem residents

regardless of their race, religion or

nationality.

Today the staff of 60, which includes

doctors, nurses, social workers, therapists,

support staff and 25 volunteers, provides

care for some 50 patients.

It is fiiistrating to be traiiied to heal

and not be able to help someone. Sister

Dullmann acknowledged. However, she

said, there are things "which may not

have as their aim to make the person

healthy, but which have the aim to

make the last time of his or her life as

comfortable as possible."

Her patients' daily suffering and

struggles have not given her an insight

into why people must suffer, she added.

"I can give the question of 'why'

up to God. I can live with the question,

having no answer myself, because I

know Jesus," she said.

"Jesus during all his life tried to help

people who suffered. We should do the

same. What I know for certain is that

there is a certain grace when a person

comes close to death," she said.

Sister Dullmann said sometimes

there is joy when someone dies, such as

when an elderly Armenian woman died

at 76 after being in a coma for 19 years.

She had no family left in Jerusalem.

Another terminally ill patient wanted

to attend her niece's wedding before

she died. The staff kept her alive with

blood transfusions, which normally is

not done in hospice care. Two volunteers

accompanied her to the wedding.

Afterward, the transfusions were

stopped, and the patient died 10

days later.

"We were so happy that she

accomplished what she had wanted,"

said Sister Dullmarm.

Archbishop calls U.S- policy on
Haitian migrants ^totally immorar

MIAMI (CNS) — Calling U.S.

immigration policy toward Haitians

"totally immoral," Archbishop John C.

Favalora of Miami has urged "the powers

that be" to grant temporary protected status

to all Haitian migrants until the political

and economic situation in their island

nation stabilizes. He also pleaded for the

immediate release from detention of 101

Haitians whose homemade sailboat washed

up on Hallandale Beach March 28.

The migrants, some of them suffering

from dehydration, are being held by the

U.S. Border Pafrol at several detention

centers in south Florida. Reftjgee advocates

and immigration attorneys fear they will

be moved elsewhere, far from relatives

and a network ofattorneys who could help

them with their asylum claims.

"The church stands ready to make
sure that these people have a place to go

and people to take care of them while

they make their claim," Archbishop

Favalora said March 30.

The archbishop has sent a letter

Diocesan
planner

ALBEMARLE VICAR[ATE

MONROE— Father Shawn O'Neal, pastor

of St. Joseph Church and Our Lady of

Guadalupe Mission and diocesan liaison

for the USCCB Justice for Immigrants

Campaign, will speak on Issues Involving

Resident Immigrants in our Community
during Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes

Church, 725 Deese St., April 21 at 5:30 p.m.

and April 22 at 9 a.m. A reception will be

held after Mass April 21 and breakfast will

be provided following Mass April 22. For

more information, call the church office at

(704) 289-2773.

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE— Speak the Truth in Love, a

free series of classes addressing the Catholic

Church's teachings on life, love and
marriage, meets at Basilica of St. Lawrence,

97 Haywood St. Classes will meet the third

Saturday of each month, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

The topic for April 21 will be "Theology

of the Body." For more information, call

Nina at (828) 299-7618 or Helen at (828)

683-9001 ore-mailgeodrc@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church,

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will

celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday with

a traditional solemn Benediction and
recitation ofthe Divine Mercy Chaplet April

15 at 3 p.m. The sacrament of reconciliation

will not be offered prior to the celebration.

For more information, call the church office
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to every member of south Florida's

congressional delegation, asking fo)

"temporary protected status" for the

Haitians and pleading for the release m
of the new arrivals. He also joinec

Haitians at a rally March 3 1 in front of ar

immigration processing center in Miami
"It is in our national seciurity interest

to keep these people here working so thai

they can send home money to stabilize

the Haitian economy," said Randolph

McGrorty of Catholic Legal Services

which has pledged to represent the

Hallandale Beach group.

A 2006 study commissioned by

the World Bank estimated Haitian

remittances to relatives back home at

about $1.17 billion a year.

By sending people back to Haiti,

"you're cutting off the remittances

that keep people in Haiti," said Steve

Forrester of Haitian Women of Miami
Temporary protected status for Haitians

"is a win-win situation from every angle.

It protects, not endangers, our borders."

at (704) 543-7677.

CHARLOTTE — St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, 1 400 Suther Rd., will celebrate Divine

Mercy Sunday April 1 5 with a Holy Hour at 3

p.m. including Benediction of the Blessed

Sacrament and recitation of the Divine Mercy
Chaplet. Reconciliation will not be offered

For more information, call Gail Abraham at

(704) 786-0709.

CHARLOTTE — Father Matthew Kauth,

pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Church in

Franklin, will speak on "Resurrection

and Restoration" in the activity center

of St. Vincent de Paul Church, 6828 Old
Reid Rd., April 16 at 7:30 p.m. For more
information, e-mail Renee O'Brien at

renee@catholicscripturestudy.com.

HUNTERSVILLE — Chris Stefanick

will present "The Real Thing: The Truth

about Chastity" April 19 at 7 p.m at St.

Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd. For

further details, e-mail Donna Smith at

dsmith 1 8@bellsouth.net.

CHARLOTTE — Recharge with St. Peter

Church's weekday lunchtime spirituality

program, 12-12:45 p.m. in the St. Peter's

Annex, 507 S. Tryon St. The program for

April 19 will be "Experience the Presence

of God through Group Reflection. " For

more information, call the church office at

(704)332-2901.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— Our Lady of Grace, 2205

W. Market St., invites all parishioners and

friends to participate in a Divine Mercy Holy

Hour and Benediction April 15 at 3:30 p.m.

For more information, call the church office at

(336) 274-6520.

GREENSBORO — Theology on Tap, a
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FROM THE VATICAN

Israel delays negotiating session on
church's legal, financial status

JIIUJ

iiaii

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Israel

postponed a major negotiating session

\with Vatican officials on questions
*° regarding the church's legal and financial

status in the Holy Land.

The Vatican expressed
disappointrhent at yet another delay

in the on-again, ofif-again taUcs, which

began 15 years ago.

The meeting of the joint commission

on church-state issues had been scheduled

for March 29 at the Vatican and would

have been the first plenary session of the

commission since 2002. On March 26,

Israel told the Vatican the meeting would

have to be delayed because it coincided

with important developments in the

Middle East.

The Israeli officials cited the March
28-29 Arab League summit in Riyadh,

Saudi Arabia, and U.S. Secretary of

State Condoleezza Rice's trip through

the region.

speaker series for Catholics in their 20s,

30s and 40s, is a casual forum where people

gather to learn and discuss the teachings ofthe

CathoUc Church. ToT will meet Wednesdays,

April 18-May 9, at 6:45 p.m. at Logan's

Roadhouse, 1300 Bridford Pkwy. For more
info, e-mail greensborotot@yahoo.com,
visit www.triadcatholics.org or call Deb at

(336) 286-3687.

GREENSBORO

—

Faithful Stewards ofGod 's

Creation will take place April 21,9 a.m.-4:15

p.m:, in the Parish Life Center of St. Paul the

Apostle Church, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd.

The conference will include presentations on
church teaching on environmental justice,

recent scientific findings, energy-saving ideas

and how to become more effective advocates.

Attendance is fi-ee. Call (704) 370-3228 by
April 16 to register and reserve a lunch. Visit

www.cssnc.org/justicepeace for a flyer and
schedule.

HICKORY VICARIATE
MORGANTON — Most new widows find

grieving and other problems overwhelming.

Over time, widows gain wisdom about their

options. Dr. Ronda Chervin will present "The
Widows ' Walk: Encouragement, Comfort and
Wisdomfrom the Widow-Saints " at St. Charles

Borromeo Church, 728 West Union St., April

21,10 a.m.-12 p.m. For more information, call

Dr. Chervin at (828) 430-7634 or the church
office at (828) 437-3108.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

SYLVA— St. Mary Church, 22 Bartlett St.,

will celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday April 15,

3-4 p.m. We will observe this special feast

with adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
communal prayer and song. For more

Israel's ambassador to the Vatican,

Oded Ben-Hur, told Catholic News Service

that the postponement was for technical

reasons only, and that a new meeting would

be arranged as soon as possible.

In a statement made public March 28,

the Vatican said it understood the reasons

for Israel's decision, but expressed its

regret at the delay and said the meeting

should be rescheduled quickly.

An informed Vatican source said that

if Israel delays in agreeing to a new date

for the meeting the Vatican would view it

as a more serious setback.

One knowledgeable church source

in Rome said the Israeli decision was

especially discouraging, because it was
part ofa pattern of last-minute delays and

cancellations over the years.

The plenary meeting was considered

key to advancing the talks, which have

stalled in working-group meetings in

recent years, he said.

information, call (828) 586-9496.

MAGGIE VALLEY—A Rachel's Vineyard

Retreat for Post-Abortion Healing is

a confidential opportunity for anyone
struggling with the emotional or spiritual

pain of abortion. The retreat is also an

opportunity to release repressed feelings of

anger, shame, guih and grief This will help

you to grieve the loss of your unborn child,

to receive and accept God's forgiveness,

and to forgive yourself The next retreat is

April 20-22 at the Living Waters Catholic

Reflection Center, 103 Living Waters Lane.

For more information, call Shelley at (828)

230-4940, e-mail sglanl234@aol.com or

visit www.rachelsvine5ard.org.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

CLEMMONS—Holy Family Church, 4820
Kinnamon Rd., will celebrate the Feast of
the Divine Mercy April 15. Eucharistic

adoration will be offered 2-3:45 p.m.,

ending with Benediction. The Divine Mercy
Chaplet will be sung at 3 p.m. and Mass
will be celebrated at 4 p.m. The sacrament

of reconciliation will not be offered April

15. For more information, call Donna at

(336) 940-2558.

WTNSTON-SALEM— The Spirit ofAssisi

hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker Series

each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at the

Fatima Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Secular

Franciscan Joanne Jacovec will speak on
"Contemplation: From Darkness to Light"

at the April 18 program.. The sacrament

of reconciliation will be offered at 12 p.m.

in the chapel. For more information and

to RSVP, call Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336)

624-1971 or e-mail kganiel@triad.rr.com.

Walk-ins are welcome.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis -willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

April 11

N.C. State Catholic Legislators dinner

Raleigh

April 13— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Holy Family Church, Clemmons

April 14— 10:30 a.m.

Sacrgr"""* of Confirmation

oi. ,_cO the ijreat Church, Winston-Salem

April 14— 5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Good Shepherd Church, King

April 15— 9:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Benedict the Moor Church, Winston-Salem

April 16— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation «

Holy Cross Church, Kernersville

April 18— 10:30 a.m.

Charlotte Catholic Women's Luncheon

Carmel Country Club, Charlotte

April 20 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Pius X Church, Greensboro

Papal preacher: Church must take sin

seriously but stress God's mercy
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Catholic Church must take sin seriously,

but it must do so like Jesus did, by

emphasizing God's mercy and trust in

the sinner's ability to change, said the

preacher of the papal household.

In criticizing the Pharisees, "Jesus

does not deny that sin and sinners

exist," said Capuchin Father Raniero

Cantalamessa.

The papal preacher offered a Lenten

reflection March 30 to Pope Benedict

XVI and top Vatican officials.

But Jesus "was more severe" toward

those who "condemned the sinners than

toward the sinners themselves," the

preacher said.

From the evidence in the Bible,

Father Cantalamessa said, "being merciflil

appears to be an essential aspect ofbeing

in 'the image and likeness of God.'"

Mercy is the form God's love takes

in relation to sinners, he said.

"After we have experienced it, we
must demonstrate it to our brothers and

sisters, both on the level of the church

community as well as on a personal

leyel," the Capuchin said.

Jesus does not trivialize sin, "but

finds a way not to alienate sinners,

instead attracting them to himself He
does not see only what they are, but

what they can become if divine mercy

reaches the depths of their misery and

desperation," he said.

Jesus "does not wait for them to come
to him; often he is the one who goes out

looking for them," the priest said.

"Jesus is firm and rigorous regarding

principles, but he knows when a principle

must give way to the superior principle,

which is the mercy of God and the

salvation of a person," he said.

"How these criteria drawn from

the actions of Christ can be applied

concretely to the new problems today's

society poses will depend on patient

research and, finally, on the discernment

of the magisterium," which is the

church's teaching authority, he said.

But every Christian must recognize

that just as he or she has been forgiven

by God, forgiveness must be extended to

others, Father Cantalamessa said.

"One caimot live in harmony, in one's

family or any other kind of community,

without the practice of forgiveness and

mercy," he said.

Sobering images

Photo by David Hains-

Charlotte CatholicHigh Schoolstudents watch sobering images ofwreckedautomobiles

andfellow students who were "killed " during a simulated traffic accident on the school

footballfieldApril 1. Charlotte-area police, fire and rescuepersonnel worked the mock

accident scene as if it were an actual accident, giving the event a realisticfeel.

Charlotte Catholic students took part in the simulation, posing as intoxicated

participants or injured victims in the two-car "accident, " which resultedfrom a car

driven by an intoxicated driver striking a vehicle carrying sober occupants.

The event was organized to remind students during prom season that drinking and

driving can be a deadly mixture.

ATTENTION READERS
DUE TO THE EASTER HOLIDAY, THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD WILL NOT PUBLISH

FRIDAY, APRIL 13. OUR NEXT ISSUE WILL BE FRIDAY APRIL 20. WE WISH EVERYONE

A VERY HAPPY EASTER!
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Baking benefits
Guild raises funds for food bank

AROUND THE DIOCESE
April 6, 2007 0

CLEMMONS — The St. Elizabeth

Ann Seton Guild of Holy Family Church

in Clemmons recently raised funds

for the Second Harvest Food Bank of

Northwest North Carolina.

The guild raised $1,000 through a

bake sale held Feb. 10, and presented the

funds to the food bank in Winston-Salem

March 19.

"We had such a tremendous response

to this need from the parish," said

Ellen Tommasi, a guild member and an

organizer of the bake sale.

"We have plans to make this an

annual event, thanks to the generosity of

the parishioners," she said.

Tommasi and guild member Donna
Fina toured the food bank and presented

the check March 19.

Second Harvest Food Bank of

Northwest North Carolina is a major

distributor of donated food in the region,

serving 380 nonprofit partner agencies

that help to feed the hungry and others in

need across 18 counties.

"They have come along way and

do a lot for the needy people in North

Carolina," said Tommasi.

The St. Elizabeth Aim Seton Guild

of Holy Family Church offers spiritual

and social opportunities for women of

the parish.

According to the parish Web site, the

guild's mission is to unify the women's

talents and "journey together to be a

welcoming body and foster the compassion

for others" as reflected in the life of its

patroness, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton ( 1 774- 1 82 1

)

was bom into an upper-class family in

colonial New York. She converted to

Catholicism in 1805 and founded the

Sisters of Charity in the United States in

1 809 in Emmitsburg, Md.
She was beatified in 1963 and

canonized in 1975. Her feast day is Jan. 4.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the guild, visit

www.holyfamilyclemmons.com/seton.html.

Courtesy Photo

Ellen Tommasi (center) and Donna Fina (second from right) of the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Guild of Holy

Family Church in Clemmons present a $1 ,000 check to the Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest North

Carolina March 1 9. Also pictured (from left) are food bank staff members Gretchen O'Shay, executive

director Nan Griswold and Linda Ward.

2007
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JBSUS SHRIST

Mark your calendar now
for the third

Diocese of Charlotte

Eucharistic Congress -

Charlotte Convention Center

SEPTEMBER 21 & 22

Visit the Web site

www.GoEvicharist.coin

often for the latest updated

infonnatioh about programs and

speakers, as well as opportunities

to volunteer.

Raffle rousing

CouRTBY Photo

Mike Doyle (center), financial secretary for the Ancient Order of Hibernians in

Greensboro, is pictured with the winners ofthe AOH's annualfundraising raffle, held

in March. The raffle raisesfundsfor locaLcharities.

This year 's winners were (picturedfrom left) Elizabeth Hedcock, who acceptedfunds

on behalf ofRoom at the Inn of the Triad, a Catholic maternity home; Nona Pryor

and Lia Ryan of Victory Junction Gang Camp, which provides camping experiences

for children with chronic medical conditions or serious illnesses; Msgr. Anthony

Marcaccio, pastor ofSt. PiusX Church in Greensboro, who acceptedfor the regional

office of diocesan faith formation and the Triad Area Catholic Schools endowment

foundation; andPat Kirwan, who acceptedfundsfor the Society ofSt. Vincent de Paul,

a Catholic organization that assists the poor and needy.

The AOH distributed checks to other local and international charities, and will soon

drawfor the winner ofa trip to Ireland. '
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Tor a ^uita^fe Training in 'Molines's . .

.

Ave M^ria Universityr^r .......

Institute for Pastoral Theology

MASTER OF
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

Our Commitment
Theological Education -

Formation of Mind

Spiritual Formation -

Conversion of Heart

Pastoral Orientation -

Prudential Wisdom

Foundational Texts

Sacred Scripture

Catechism of the Catholic Church

Writings of Pope John Paul II

Documents of Vatican ti

1 983 Code of Canon Law
Catholic Liturgical Documents

Classics of Catholic Spirituality

Format
One Weekend a Month
August - May
Three-Year Cycle

For an Application or More Information

Toll Free: 866-866-1 1 00
Email: ipt@avemaria.edu
Web: www.ipt.avemaria.edu
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Sharing knowledge
Catechists explore trends, tactics in faith formation

BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

HICKORY — "Catechesis in our

diocese is a beautiful mosaic," said

Father James Hawker, vicar for education

for the Diocese of Charlotte.

Father Hawker opened the parish

catechetical leader in-service program at

the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory

March 22.

The program's presenter, Tom
Zanzig, spoke on "Adult Faith Formation:

Trends, Tensions and Tactics." The
Diocese of Charlotte's Office of Faith

Formation and Silver Burdette Ginn
Religion, a publisher ofreligious training

materials, sponsored the program.

Zanzig, a freelance writer, trainer,

retreat director and speaker on adult faith

formation and spirituality, is co-editor of

"Adult Faith Formation Strategies."

He spoke on three considerations

in adult faith formation: problematic

presumptions, timely but tough
transitions, and practical principles and

programmatic possibilities.

"We tend to think of adults as a

homogeneous group," Zanzig said. "My
experience is that the older we get the

more unique we become."

Like a mosaic, he said: From a

distance, it looks to be all one piece, but

up close it's clear that the single picture

is made of many individual tiles. In like

manner, the church is one whole, but is

composed of individuals, all of whom
have different needs. That includes

education; 20-year-old adults may need

something very different from 40- or 60-

year-old adults.

However, he said, even education

isn't enough to keep people coming back

to church or developing their faith.

A "problematic presumption" in

catechesis is that "belonging is based on

shared knowledge," Zanzig said.

Rather, he said, what binds you
to the community are the meaningful

encounters that leave people enriched.

Parish life andfaith

The basis for any catechesis is the

life of the total parish, Zanzig said.

"The way the parish lives its life

and celebrates together says what
the curriculum really is," he said. "A
wonderful program about Eucharist

won't hold much water if the ongoing

liturgy is poor."

One of Zanzig 's "timely but tough

transitions" is going "from 'knowledge

about' to 'relationship with,' from
academic enterprise to genuine
experience."

"The mistake we make is thinking

that we can create community out of

nothing," Zanzig said. "Community
is what comes out of worship, shared

experience. Trying to make people

part of a group can be artificial. People

are better bonded by service to people

outside the community."

Part of catechesis is finding the tools

that help people to live their faith more

deeply and "calling them to be responsible

for their own spiritual growth."

"The whole point of the church is to

WALK WHERE JESUS WALKED ON A

DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMAGE TO

November 6

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation andPastor, St Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic ^ith

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily Mass at many of the

historical sites of our faith.

Highlights include:

- Tiberias, Mt. Carmel, Sea of Galilee area

- Mt. Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boyliood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jerusalem ansa: Mount of Olives, Garden of Gettisemane,

Via Dolorosa, Lord's Tomb at Church of the Holy Sepulchre,

Mount Zion, Upper Room, Dormition Abbey, Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites - PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,399 (before July 29) from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals,

first class hotels and all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Speaker Tom Zanzig speaks wfith Sister of Providence Betty Paul, northern region coordinator for diocesan

faith formation, during a parish catechetical leader in-service session at the Catholic Conference Center

in Hickory March 22.

proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ," he

said. "Whatever we do to get ready for

that service is healthy and whole."

One problem, said Michael Leake of

St. James the greater Church in Concord,

is that "we think every group must be led

by a ' credentialed' person," with special

training or a title.

Thus, another "problematic
presumption" is that catechists "possess

all wisdom and our mission is to 'give

it to parishioners,'" and that "the parish

must do it all."

Everything done in the parish should

be directed toward spiritual formation

and prayer. For example, said Zanzig,

beginning the finance council meeting with

prayer can help keep the focus on how the

money is used to proclaim that Gospel.

In fact, Zanzig said, "What if every

parish meeting began with one minute of

silence, holding the committee or parish

in prayer?"

Practicalprinciples

Among Zanzig's "practical principles

and programmatic possibilities":

— Adults must experience a deeper

awareness of and connection to God and

community;
— Tone and environment must

suggest and help form a community
of disciples, each uniquely called and

gifted, on a shared journey of faith;

— Think "spiritual direction," not

education," with leaders as experienced

guides and mentors, not "experts."

"Spiritual direction" is not the

traditional idea of one person meeting

individually with a trained spiritual

director, said Zanzig. Rather, it's

gathering in small groups.

Group members are those who,
Zanzig said, "can walk with you in an

intentional way."

It's like what people do after they

finish Cursillo, regularly gathering with

others "cursillistas" for fellowship and

prayer, said Bob Demmond of Holy

Cross Church in Kemersville.

Those who gather in such groups are

people who deeply trust each other. Zanzig

meets with two others every few weeks.

They review what's been going on

in their lives, talk about prayer and any

insights they've had. There follows a

brief period of sitting in silence.

"The point of these sessions is to

be companions, to teach (by example),"

Zanzig said. "They have to own it

themselves, it's not something that's

programmed for them."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

Come join the fun and enjoy food from around the world!

11th Annual
St. Michael's International Dinner

Saturday Night - April 28, 2007

6-7 pm: Cocktail Hour

7-1 1 pm: Dinner, Dancing, Silent Auction, and Raffle

Entertainment International Dancers, Bagpiper, & DJ

Tickets: $25 per person

Tickets can be obtained by contacting tlie

Church Office at 704-867-6212
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PATH TO SAINTHOOD

Nun says life has changed since

she was healed thanks to JPII

MIRACLE, from page 1

She met reporters March 30 in Aix-

en-Provence during a press conference

with Archbishop Claude Feidt ofAix, the

archdiocese where the cure took place.

"I was sick and now I am cured,"

she told reporters. "I am cured, but it is

up to the church to say whether it was a

miracle or not."

However, she said, she knows she is

well and that she must continue her work
"to serve life and to serve the family."

Diagnosed with Parkinson's in

2001, she said that watching Pope John

Paul deteriorate from the effects of

Parkinson's disease, "I saw myself in the

years to come."

Pope John Paul died April 2, 2005,

and as Sister Marie-Simon-Pierre's

condition began to worsen, all the

members of the Little Sisters of Catholic

Motherhood in France and in Senegal

began praying to Pope John Paul to

intervene with God to heal her.

By June 2, the religious has said, she

was struggling to write, to walk and to

function normally.

She said she went to bed that night

and woke up very early the next morning

feeling completely different.

"I was sure I was healed," she said.

In a March 29 statement. Archbishop

Feidt said that after hearing about the

alleged healing of Sister Marie-Simon-

Pierre he decided to conduct "a thorough

investigation" to determine whether it

might be the miracle needed for Pope

John Paul's beatification.

In general, the church must confirm

two miracles through the intercession

of the sainthood candidate before

canonization.

The archbishop said the investigation

took a year to complete.

The postulator of Pope John Paul's

sainthood cause, Msgr. Slawomir Oder,

said the investigation included testimony

from theologians and canon lawyers,

physicians, a psychiatrist and a handwriting

expert, since the legibility of a patient's

handwriting is used as an indicator of the

progress of Parkinson's disease.

Archbishop Feidt and Sister Marie-

Simon-Pierre attended the April 2

ceremony in Rome, marking the end

of the diocesan phase of Pope John

Paul's cause, and the memorial Mass
Pope Benedict XVI celebrated to

mark the second anniversary of his

predecessor's death.

While in Rome, Archbishop
Feidt delivered all the documentation

regarding the nun's case to the

Congregation for Saints' Causes, which

will conduct its own investigation into

the alleged healing.

CNS PHOiu bi SERGt Pagano. Reuters

Sister Marie-Simon-Pierre poses before a news conference in Aix-en-Provence, France, March 30. The French

nun believes she was healed from Parkinson's disease through the intercession of Pope iohn Paul II, who also

suffered from the disease. The healing could be the miracle needed for the late pope's beatification.

The

Oratory

Kehgion

Camp
Visit us online at

www.rfKkhilloraiory.com

. Two separate one-week sessions at Camp York

in Kings Mountain Stare Park the weeks of

July 15-21 and July 22-28, 2007,

. Boys and girls under 12 who will enter giades 2-6

in September can apply for consideration.

. Swimming, crafts and religious activities.

.The fee is $125,

For information and application: WUfW.0rat07y(XlTnp.(X>m

The Oratory Rdigion Camp, P. O. Box 11586, Rod- Hill, SC 29731-1586.

Volunteer counselors (16 or older) can write for an application.
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^GODT MEf/ACE FROM
/CRIPTURE^

A/PIRITUAL RETREAT
WITH REV. MR* CURTI// R TODD

MAY 18-20, 2007
LIVING WATER/

CATHOLIC REELECTION CENTER
MAGGIE VALLEY, NC

Come to the Smoky Mountains of North Carolina to

praise and worship God's creative and diverse

beauty. This retreat is meant to be an experience in

spirituality and personal reflection. It will provide an

opportunity for participants to encounter nature while

experiencing the pleasures of silence, peaceful

reflection and prayer

Our world today offers us few opportunities to "steal

away" for prayer, reflection and rest. We must

develop our spirituality and attune it to our times, as

each of us has an individual spiritual path.

Living Waters Catholic Reflection Center in beautiful

Maggie Valley will be the setting. Participants will enjoy private room accommodations, five (5) meals,

sessions for spiritual understanding and reflection as well as time to "steal away" and have a true experience

in God's creation. For more information on the Center go to the website - http://www.catholicretreat.org.

The Retreat begins Friday, IVlay 18th. Please arrive at 5 pm. The retreat concludes after lunch on Sunday,

May 20th. Our Spiritual Leader will be Rev. Mr. Curtiss P. Todd.

Cost: $100 per person- Advance registration and payment required. Space is limited.

REGISTRATION - ONE PERSON PER FORM

Name: _

Address:

Phone:

In case of emergency contact:

.

Name:

Phone:

Relationship:,

E-Mail Address:.

Form of Payment: Personal Check Money Order Certified Check

Date of Registration:

(SORRY, NO CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED)

Complete the registration form, attach your payment and return

by Friday, IMay 4th to:

African American Affairs Ministry

Diocese of Chariotte

1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203
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Celebrating a 'servant of God'
Pope Benedict: John Paul's ministry, agony showed his

love of Christ

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Pope John

JjPauI II's intense pastoral ministry, "but

^even more, the Calvary of agony and

l|the serene death of our beloved pope let

all people of our age know that Jesus

u Christ really was his everything," Pope

Benedict XVI said.

Pope Benedict marked the second

armiversary ofPope John Paul's death by

celebrating a memorial Mass the evening

ofApril 2 in St. Peter's Square.

The pope said his predecessor truly

fit the biblical description of a "servant

of God," which is- the way the church

officially refers to him while "his process

of beatification quickly progresses."

Pope Benedict, who had set aside the

five-year waiting period usually required

before a sainthood cause begins, told

tens ofthousands ofpeople in St. Peter's

Square that the initial, diocesan phase of

Pope John Paul's cause had concluded

earlier in the day.

While the church has not solemnly

proclaimed Pope John Paul a saint

in heaven, Pope Benedict said he is

certain that "our beloved John Paul 11"

continues to accompany the church with

his prayers.

At the same time, he offered prayers

that Pope John Paul, "our father, brother

and fiiend," would enjoy eternal rest and

peace in the company of God.

The pope praised his predecessor's

ability to share with the world his faith,

hope and charity, even as Parkinson's

disease gradually made it impossible for

him to walk and, ultimately, to talk.

"Especially with the slow, but

relentless progression of his illness,

which little by little stripped him of

everything, he made himself an offering

to Christ, a living proclamation of his

passion, in a hope filled with faith in the

resurrection," Pope Benedict said.

"Like his divine master, he lived his

agony in prayer," the pope said. "He died

praying. Truly, he fell asleep in the Lord."

Sitting near the front of the crowd

was Sister Marie-Simon-Pierre, the

46-year-old French nun who believes

she was healed of Parkinson's disease

through Pope John Paul's intervention.

Guy Murphy of the Chicago-based

Totally Yours Pilgrimages was at the Mass
with 45 pilgrims fi-om the United States.

"We are big John Paul II fans,"

he said.

Murphy said he was not concerned

that the church was taking its time

officially proclaiming the late pope a

saint— "sometimes it takes hundreds of

years"— but he has no doubt that "John

Paul is one of the greatest saints ever."

'Extraordinary witness'

Earlier in the day, during a ceremony

roce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

1401 Patton Ave. 72 Long SJioais R)ad

AsheviJle, NC Arden, NC
(828) 232-3335 (828) 687-3m

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

II Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

Cat^pkc Heritage Society

Please join us

Honoring tlie generosity of LJatkolic friends wlao

provide for tke fiiiure of tlie Ckurok tkroiigli a

planned gift to ike Diocese of Cliarlotle or a

diocesan parisk, sckooi, agency, or diocesan foundation.

r>i'i(>;(ie a memher hy making:

• a gift from a retiremeyit plan

insurance

• ci hequi2st in your will ' A\
• a gift of real estate

• a gift of a trust

• a gift of life estate

• a gift of L '^m^^HP^^^^^^^B 'Si

of the
RontRit Catfeolic Oii>c:e«e of dnutotfe

lo'^Kve thefree booklet "Better Estate Phinning" contact jutiy Smith, Director ofPlanned Giving,

704-370-3320: 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203. jmsmith('!>charbttediocese.org.

CNS PHOTO BY Alessandro Bianchi, Reuters

A worker seals boxes of documents after a Mass marking the conclusion of the initial phase of the process

for the canonization of Pope lohn Paul II at the Basilica of St. John Lateran in Rome April 2.

marked by prayers, song and formal

oaths in Latin, officials of the Diocese

of Rome concluded the initial phase of

Pope John Paul's sainthood cause.

The process had included interviews

with more than 120 people who knew
Pope John Paul and a study of his

ministry, the way he handled suffering

and how he faced his death, said Cardinal

Camillo Ruini, papal vicar ofRome.
"In the certainty of being loved by

God and in the joy of responding to that

love," the late pope "found the meaning,

unity and aim of his life," Cardinal Ruini

said during the prayer service in the

Basilica of St. John Lateran.

The documentsfromthe investigation
were placed in five chests, latched,

tied with a red ribbon, then sealed with

red wax. They will be delivered to the

Congregation for Saints' Causes for

further study.

"The pope suffered in his flesh and

he suffered in his spirit, finding himself

increasingly obliged to reduce his

commitments," Cardinal Ruini said.

Pope John Paul's occasional "signs

of impatience" were not the result of

pain, but of his frustration at not being

able to continue the ministry to which he

felt called, the cardinal added.

Cardinal Ruini described Pope John

Paul as a man of continuous, intense

prayer, "concrete and radical poverty"

and great freedom, which allowed him
to stand up to Poland's communist
government.

His love for God was lived as love

for human beings, leading the pope to be

an insistent voice for peace and for the

defense ofhuman life from conception to

natural death, the cardinal said.

Sister Marie-Simon-Pierre, a

member of the Little Sisters of Catholic

Motherhood, was at the prayer service, as

were Polish Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz

of Krakow, Pope John Paul's personal

secretary for almost 40 years, and Polish

President Lech Kaczynski.

Celebrating a televised Mass early

in the morning at Pope John Paul's tomb
in St. Peter's Basilica, Cardinal Dziwisz

called the late pope an "extraordinary

witness" of Christ.

"John Paul II was a member of the

fiiends of Jesus, that is, the group of

saints. Membership in this group was

what gave meaning and direction to his

life, to all he did and said," Cardinal

Dziwisz said.

"The people ofGod clearly recognize

his sanctity," he said.

Cardinal Dziwisz and others have

pointed out that Pope Benedict could

beatify or even canonize Pope John

Paul immediately, without waiting for

the Congregation for Saints' Causes to

conclude its work.

Examining the cause

Portuguese Cardinal Jose Saraiva

Martins, congregation prefect, said

that unless or until he hears otherwise

from the pope, the congregation will

continue the process according to

established church law: first, studying

the documentation gathered by the

Diocese of Rome and assisting with the

drafting of a "positio," or position paper,

outlining how Pope John Paul heroically

lived the Christian virtues.

The 15 cardinals and 15 bishops

who are members of the congregation

will study the "positio" and forward

their opinion to the pope, he told the

newspaper La Repubblica.

At the same time, he said, "an ad hoc

commission ofexperts with scientists and

physicians of every religious orientation,

even nonbelievers," will be convoked

to study the records and testimony

collected in the case of Sister Marie-

Simon-Pierre.

"It will be up to them to establish

whether or not it is a healing that is

scientifically inexplicable," the cardinal

said.

"Only in the light of this scientific

pronouncement will a later commission

ofcardinals declare whether it is a miracle

that can be attributed to the intercession"

of Pope John Paul, he said.

A declaration of heroic virtues and

recognition of a miracle usually are

needed before beatification. In the usual

process, canonization requires another

miracle attributed to the candidate's

intervention after the beatification.
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Women religious celebrate

during jubilee Mass
JUBILEE, from page 1

your prayerful thanksgiving to Jesus for

your call."

Celebrating 60 years were Franciscan

Sister Joan Ann Gilsdorf, Maryknoll

Sister Theresa Mangieri, and Mercy
Sisters Bemairda Hoff and Elizabeth

Robertson.

Celebrating 50 years were Mercy
Sister Pauline Mary Clifford, Maryknoll

Sister Peggy Lipsio and Sister of St.

Joseph Judith Monahan.

Celebrating 25 years was Sister of

Charity of St. Vincent de Paul Philo, who
was unable to attend the Mass.

"We take vows of poverty, chastity

and obedience. This is a celebration ofthat

and of having lived under those vows,"

said Mercy Sister Mary Timothy Warren,

vicar for women reHgious in the diocese.

Pulling from Pope Benedict XVI 's

recent exhortation on the Eucharist,

Bishop Jugis said "the church's faith is

essentially a eucharistic faith . . . meaning

our faith in Jesus is expressed here and he

is really present here in this celebration."

"In the Eucharist, we encounter the

real presence of Christ and he draws us

into union with himself in Communion,"

said the bishop.

As such, the eucharistic celebration

expresses "our vocational call to be one

with Jesus and leave behind worldly

ambitions," said Bishop Jugis.

"We come to this celebration with

faith, but here that faith is nourished and

strengthened," he said. "And we leave

with that faith even stronger, reinforced."

Likewise, said Bishop Jugis, "our

vocation to the church's mission is

strengthened. We are reinforced in our

vocations when we are nourished in

Christ. We are stronger in our mission to

the church and humanity."

Bishop Jugis said many of the saints

let the Eucharist interpret their lives. St.

Ignatius of Antioch, he said, described

his martyrdom in terms of the Eucharist

with: "I am God's wheat, and I shall be

ground by their teeth to become Christ's

pure bread."

"Maybe we can let the Eucharist

interpret our lives, and especially our

vocations," said Bishop Jugis. "May this

Eucharist today express our thanksgiving

to God and interpret our lives and our

vocations, our union with Jesus."

Photo by Kevin E. Murw

Bishop Peter 1. lugis presents a plaque to Mercy Sister Elizabeth Robertson during the annual jubilee

celebration for women religious at St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte March 31

.

A ministry of service, joy
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — For the sisters

celebrating anniversaries as women
religious, the jubilee Mass at St. Gabriel

Church March 3 1 was a joyful way to

reflect and share their ministries with

( )iily 9 spaces left—en 1 1 today!

Join the Diocese of Charlotte
and Fr. Mo West, Vicar General and Chancellor, for the

hLnsm mam and rbtkbi
w^ith ^ di^y 111 ^§€^sftl^«

Auguit if"25, 200T

Your 8-day excursion includes:

* Daily Mass; time for spiritual growth and peaceful reflection on the

majestic grandeur of God's creation

* Round trip airfare from Charlotte

* All meals and accommodations on Holland America's luxury cruise

ship Oosterdam with stops in Seattle, Juneau, Hubbard Glacier, Sitka,

Ketchikan and Victoria, BC
* One pre-cruise night at hotel in Seattle with city tour and free time

* Airport transfers in Seattle

Price starts at only $2,199 per person for double occupancy and includes

airfare from Charlotte, all ship meals, accommodations, Seattle hotel and city tour,

transfers, port charges and taxes (which may be subject to change).

Reserve today for best cabin choice and lowest rates! Call for a

brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704)370-3332 or Corporate Travel Service

'(800)727-t999, Ext. 116.

their fellow sisters.

"This is a very happy day for all of

us," said Maryknoll Sister Peggy Lipsio.

"I'm grateftil for all the years I've had in

this life— they've been happy years."

Her fellow Maryknoll sister, Theresa

Mangieri, agreed.

"I've had a very joyfial life and I like

to spread that joy," said Sister Mangieri.

"I've gotten a lot of love from my
family and my Maryknoll sisters, and I feel

it's my vocation to share that," she said.

During her 60 years as a woman
religious. Sister Mangieri has served in

the Philippines and, most recently, in

Zimbabwe.

"I've had the opportunity to meet

so many people all over the world, and

I've realized we're all so similar and

beautiftil," she said.

Helping others has been a highlight

of Sister of St. Joseph Judith Monahan's

50 years in ministry, including "reaching

out to people and sharing their joys and

sorrows," she said.

Mercy Sister Bernada Hoff,

a registered nurse, worked in every

department during her 30 years at St.

Joseph's Hospital in Asheville and 20

years at Mercy Hospital in Charlotte.

"My biggest joy is being grateful for

"I've had the '

•J

opportunity to meet so

many people from all

over the world."

— Maryknoll Sister

Theresa Mangieri

the gift of my vocation and being able to

serve the Lord," said Sister Hoff.

The sisters said they encourage young

women to consider a religious life.

"If they feel like they have a calling,

they should look into it," said Mercy Sister

Elizabeth Robertson, who served as a

teacher for 40 of her 60 years of ministry.

A woman considering a vocation

"should be someone who is dedicated

to serving God and people," said Sister

Mangieri. "And the joy one gets from

that is tremendous."

"It's a wonderful life," said

Sister Hoff.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on women
religious in the Diocese of Charlotte,

go online to www.charlottediocese.org/

womenreligious.html.

Departs October 31, 2007

Classic European Xour
start in Paris - End in Rome. Ask to travel on the same bus with other Catholics.

1 5 Days »™ $1 838*
Includes Paris (3 nights); Geneva, Switzerland (2 nights); wine tasting in Beaune; Red Cross

Museum; Sisteron, France; French Riviera; Nice, France (2 nights); Pisa (leaning tower);

Montecatini-Terme, Italy (3 nights); Florence; Siena; Tuscany; Rome (2 nights); Vatican tour;

Sistine Chapel & morel *Price includes escort, hotels, 17 meals, motor-coach sight-seeing,

and taxes; per person / double occupancy. Add $1000 for round trip airfare from Charlotte.

For information, reservations and brochure call 7 days a week:

YOUR MAN' TOURS 1 -800-968-7626
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Sacred oils blessed

during chrism Mass
CHRISM, from page 1

in Christ is 'Father,'" said Bishop Jugis.

"We are father to the parish family; father

of the poor, father of the brokenhearted,

father of the sorrowing, father to the

blind, father to captives, father to

prisoners, father bestowing on the family

the oil of gladness and the glorious

mantle of salvation."

The chrism Mass is one of the

Catholic Church's most solemn Masses,

celebrated in every Catholic diocese

on Holy Thursday. If celebration of the

Mass is not possible on Holy Thursday, it

may be celebrated earlier in the week, as

it is in the Diocese of Charlotte.

During the Mass, the bishop blessed

the oils to be used in administering the

sacraments of baptism, confirmations

and anointing of the sick throughout the

diocese in the upcoming year. Also during

this Mass, about 90 priests recommitted

themselves to their priestly ministry.

Bishop Jugis, along with
concelebrants Bishop Emeritus William

G. Curlin; Benedictine Abbot Placid

Solan ofBelmontAbbey; Msgr. Mauricio

W. West, vicar general and chancellor;

Father John Putnam, judicial vicar;

Father Paul Gary, rector of St. Patrick

Cathedral; and other clergy of the

diocese, gathered with about 125 priests,

permanent deacons and seminarians for

the diocese to celebrate the liturgy with

the people of faith whom they serve.

During his homily, the bishop

extended a special welcome to those

priests who are celebrating anniversaries

of priesthood ordination this year,

including Bishop Curlin, who will

celebrate his golden jubilee.

The recommitment ceremony, which

followed the Liturgy of the Word,
included the priests' renewal of their

dedication as ministers of Christ, striving

to be more like Christ and being faithfiil

to their sacred ministry.

Following the liturgy ofthe Eucharist,

Bishop Jugis blessed the three oils used

in sacramental and liturgical practices.

Vials of the oils are dispensed to

every parish and mission church in the

diocese. With the sacred oils — and

having recommitted themselves to the

mission they share with their bishop
— the priests returned to their parishes,

rededicated in spiritual union with the

diocesan faithful.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

Voices and Places

o/The People of God

l(j/tf< ml fltm (if

The Diocese of Charlotte

is commemorating its 35th
Anniversary with the publication

of a special volume of beautiful

photographs, spiritual reflections

and fascinating history.

You will enjoy more than 35

spiritual reflections from laity

throughout the diocese as well as

from clergy including Bishop Peter

J. Jugis, Bishop Emeritus William

G. Curlin, and Archbishop John F.

Donoghue.

Plus, the book is filled with numerous

historical photos and interesting

facts about the growth and

development of the Diocese of

Charlotte.

Cost of this beautiful book is $25.99 plus tax and $4.85

shipping and handling. Allow 2 weeks for delivery.

Order your copy at www.Diocesebook.com.

Ifyou do not have Internet access, call 704-370-3333.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Bishop Peter 1. lugis pours fragrant balsam into a vessel of olive oil during the annual chrism Mass

celebrated at St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte April 3. Once blended and blessed, the chrism— signifying

abundant grace and spiritual strength— is used during the sacraments of baptism, confirmation and

holy orders.

DID YOU KNOW?
The sacramental use of oil is rooted in the

Old Testament practice of anointing kings.

The Hebrew word Mashiach ("Messiah")

means "anointed one." Its New Testament

Greek equivalent is Christos ("Christ"). As

Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit,

so are Christians anointed with the same

spirit through the use of holy oils.

OUTER BANKS, NC - VACATION RENTAL

Priv. Home, Northern Bchs. 4BRS.3BA, Sips 10.

Walk to Priv. Bch.

Quiet Location. Bike Paths, Tennis, Golf, Gas BBQ.

No Smokers/Pets.

$700-$1075/WK. Early Bird, Sen. CItz, Military,

Fire/Police/EMS Disc.

(845) 628-5057 Evenings.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Vessels of olive oil sit inside the vestibule of St.

Patrick Cathedral prior to the annual chrism Mass

April 3.

C^CRS
CAiHOUCRilffcfSERVfCtS

Making your will?

Request a free Wills Kit from

Catholic Relief Services.

It will help you practice good stewardship

and create a lasting legacy to help

the poor overseas.

1-800-235-2772 ext.7318
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: APRIL 15, 2007

Books provide glimpses into lives

of early American religious women
BOSTON (CNS)— Katherine Buron

was a Catholic convert and popular writer

who specialized in biographies ofwomen
founders of religious orders.

"The Eighth American Saint" is an

updated and edited reprint of her 1959

book, "A Life of Substance," about

Mother Theodore Guerin (1798-1856),

the missionary and foundress who was
canonized in October 2006.

Burton's selection of well-told

vignettes and excerpts from letters and

archival material show Mother Theodore

as a devout religious, an exceptional and

deeply loved superior, and a courageous

and skilled administrator.

In spite of lifelong ill health she

willingly embarked on the long journey

to Vincennes, Ind., in 1840. The cross

she embraced there included dangerous

travel conditions, isolation, debt, harsh

poverty and hostility to Catholics.

Her most serious challenge was
negotiating years of conflict with the

feishop of Vincennes who attempted to

subvert her rule as superior and refused

the sisters the lease to their property or

approval of their rule.

It is testimony to St. Mother
Theodore's charity that her journal

records little about these difficulties.

This is an edifying narrative of faith,

hope and charity that assumes an audience

familiar with the spirituality of sacrifice

that led this remarkable woman to give

selflessly in obedience to her vocation.

Ursuline Sister Irene Mahoney's
"Lady Blackrobes" is a compelling and

thoughtful history ofthe Ursuline missions

in Montana which began in 1884.

Drawing on letters, diaries and
community annals, Sister Mahoney
records the difficult conditions that

prevailed in the eight mission schools

established or staffed by the Ursulines,

©forking closely with the Jesuits.

Extreme physical conditionswereonly

one part of their hardship. They suffered

under the impatient and sometimes
reckless decisions of their charismatic

foundress, Mother Amadeus Dunne, and

endured serious power struggles within

the community and tension with the

international Ursuline union.

The most interesting aspect of this

book is Sister Mahoney's exploration

of the motivation for the missions: "The
goal of mission schools had, from the

beginning, been clear and direct: to

evangelize the native people through the

education of the children."

While the missionaries were aware

of, and could be angry about, the

mistreatment of the Indians by the

government and the white settlers' greed

for land, they "had an unswerving belief

that they possessed the one and essential

truth," Sister Mahoney writes. "To save

poor ignorant souls from the fiery pit of

hell was a powerful motive."

Today'stheologyofmission is radically

different butthe readerwill still bemovedby
the witness of"lives ofalmost unendurable

hardship, unswervingly faithful to the only

vision available to them."

"Voices from an Early American
Convent" is a short collection that offers

a glimpse into the cloistered lives and
zealous ministries of Ursuline nims who
came to Louisiana in 1727.

Emily Clark, a historian who teaches

at Tulane University in New Orleans,

offers a briefbut lucid infroduction to the

French colonization of North America
and 1 8th-century religious life.

"Hiredtorunahospital,"the Ursulines

"dreamed of converting Indians," but

soon after arrival their "missionary

fervor" was instead directed to the large

slave population in the French colony.

One section reprints six obituaries,

notices that "testify to their attentiveness

to the diversity ofgifts among their sisters.

In them we meet women characterized by
abject humility, dangerous enthusiasm,

iron resolve and sweet submissiveness."

Another entry is an account of a 1 734

eucharistic procession that took place

when the Ursulines moved into their new
convent; an event, Clark explains, "that

left the city's inhabitants with a powerful

set of images to serve as reminders of

their enduring presence and spiritual

authority."

This fine book performs the same
function for contemporary readers.

r

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES
1st Holy Communion Celebrations Coming Soon!

We're ready to help with gifts and holy reminders for your loved ones as we
celebrate with you their continued growth in our faith.

Come visit our Cornelius store or one of our scheduled parish visits:

St Mark School - Wed & Thur, Apr. 18 & 19: 7:30 am- 3 pm
St Philip, Statesville - Sat. & Sun., April 21-22 after Masses

SPECIAL PARISH VISITS: If you'd like to an'ange a parish visit, ask your pastor to

call me, managerAllen Bond, and we'll make every effort to meet his schedule.

May God Bless you all as we approach Easter

704r655-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

maryimmaculata.com

NEW CHARLOTTE STORE

LOCATION to be announced very

soon! Watch this space as we unveil

our new location.

April 1 5, Second Sunday

of Easter; Divine Mercy

Sunday

Cycle C Readings:

1) Acts 5:12-16

Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24

2) Revelation l:9-lla, 12-13, 17-19

3) Gospel: John 20:19-31

Touching the wounds'

away to believe the

resurrection
BY JEAN DENTON

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

When I first returned tomyhometown
ofNew Orleans several months after it had

been hit by Hurricane Katrina, I wanted
to see the destruction. On the other hand,

I didn't want to be a devastation tourist,

gawking at the loss and suffering.

My best fiiend Christine, like my
mother, no longer lived in the part of the

city that was hardest hit; the neighborhood

where we'd grown up was totaled.

"You've got to go over there and see

what it's like," Christine told me when I

arrived in town.

"How do people feel about that?" I

asked her. "Are they offended by people

driving by just to look?"

"No," she said flatly. "They want

people to come— they want them to see

what happened and what they're living

with. They need people to know, so they

can get help."

Through the eyes of a Christian, this

is touching the wounds.

Is it voyeuristic fascination with

another's suffering? No.

In this weekend's Gospel, Jesus invites

us to touch the wounds ofthe victim as he

invites Thomas to place his fingers in Jesus'

own wounded hands and side.

Why?
Because feeling the woimds is the

first, necessary step to compassion,
and compassion leads to belief in

resurrection.

No one gets through this life without

wounds of his or her own. But it's the

nature and mercy of resurrection that

allows us to put the suffering behind us.

Still, hurt and horror continue in the

world. So until the Last Day, resurrection

must take place again and again.

I can relate to Thomas' humbling
moment— having to touch to believe. It

has never been heroic.

But, incredulously, it has seemed
a privilege, walking through the final

stages of cancer with my father and of

AIDS with my fiiend; holding a dying

baby in a Haitian orphanage; weeping
with a teenager as she recounted an

experience of abuse.

We touch the wounded and we touch

Jesus himself As his disciples, we are

invited: called to continually feel the

wounds of others and thereupon believe

the Resurrection.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 8-14

Sunday (The Resurrection of the Lord), Acts 10:34, 37-43, Colossians 3:1-4, John 20:1-9;

Monday (Easter Monday), Acts 2:14, 22-33, Matthew 28:8-15; Tuesday (Easter Tuesday),

Acts 2:36-41, John 20:11-18; Wednesday (Easter Wednesday), Acts 3:1-10, Luke 24:13-35;

Thursday (Easter Thursday), Acts 3:11-26, Luke 24:35-48; Friday (Easter Friday), Acts 4:1-

12, John 21:1-14; Saturday (Easter Saturday), Acts 4:13-21, Mark 16:9-15.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 15 21

Sunday (Second Sunday of Easter;47 Divine Mercy Sunday), Acts 5:12-16, Revelation 1:9-13,

17-19, John 20:19-31; Monday, Acts 4:23-31, John 3:1-8; Tuesday, Acts 4:32-37, John 3:7-15;

Wednesday, Acts 5:17-26, John 3:16-21; Thursday, Acts 5:27-33, John 3:31-36; Friday, Acts

5:34-42, John 6:1-15; Saturday (St. Anselm), Acts 6:1-7, John 6:16-21.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 22 - 28

Sunday (Third Sunday of Easter), Acts 5:27-32, 4041, Revelation 5:11-14, John 21:1-19;

Monday (St. George, St. Adalbert), Acts 6:8-15, John 6:22-29; Tuesday (St. Fidelis), Acts

7:51-8:1, John 6:30-35; Wednesday (St. Mark), 1 Peter 5:5-14, Mark 16:15-20; Thursday,

Acts 8:2640, John 6:44-51; Friday, Acts 9:1-20, John 6:52-59; Saturday (St. Peter Chanel,

St. Louis de Montfort), Acts 9:31 42, John 6:60-69.

Attention:; Homeowners, ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and vaiue your time. Most plumbing companies won'i give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don'l have to

waste time vvaiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 Charlotte
'

(704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarms counties

wvvw.3w aypluinbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

)
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Hardly worth 'Reaping'

CNS PHOTO BY Warner I

Idris Elba (left) and Hilary Swank star in "The Reaping," a horror fest more silly than scary Swank plays a

nonbelieving university professor called upon to investigate strange happenings mirroring biblical plagues

in the Louisiana swamplands. A first-rate locust attack and some creepy river sequences notwithstanding,

the film has a disjointed plot and choppy camerawork, while the putative religious elements, including

discussions about faith, are hardly inspirational. Some intense horror effects, killings, blood, images of

sick and dead people, a nongraphic sexual encounter, mild innuendo and facts-of-life discussion, a few

rough and crude expletives and brief profanity, and many deceased cows and frogs. The USCCB Office

for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-lll— adults. The Motion Picture Association of America rating

is R— restricted. Under 1 7 requires accompanying parent or adult guardian.

SENIORS'
SPRING FLING

Sponsored by CSS Elder Ministries

Two dates and locations to choose from!

) Thurs., April 26th - St. Mark, Huntersville
' 10 am to 4 pm: Closing Mass with Bishop Jugis

Registration deadline: April 18th

Thurs., May 3rd - Catholic Conference Ctr., Hickory

9 am - 3:30 pm: Closing Mass with Fr, Edward Sheridan

Registration deadline: April 19th

Your day will be filled with live entertainment,

fellowship. Mass, lunch with friends, chair massages,

line dancing, crafts, bingo, door prizes and more!

Call Sandra Breakfield (704) 370-3220 or

Sherill Beason (704) 370-3228.

Calhdlic Social Services

Diocese ofChariotic

Cost: $12 includes lunch.

Limited space available. Register NOW!

CalhoUc Social Services

Diocese of Charbtte

Pleasejoin the

Piedmont Triad Office of

Catholic Social Services

for the fourth annual

PARTNERS in HOPE
fund raising event to benefit our programs

Tuesday — May 8, 2007

6 pm to 9 pm

Millennium Center

101 West Fifth Street

Winston-Salem, north Carolina

Tickets: $75 per person / $550 table for eight

Reservations: Call Tammy at 336-7 1 4-3228

Please reserve space by Wednesday, April 25.

Trappistine monastery to be

focus Qf new cable reality show
Camerasfollow women s immersion into

contemplative life

BY SISTER CAROL HOVERMAN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

DUBUQUE, Iowa — Our Lady of

the Mississippi Abbey, near Dubuque,

is known for the lives of prayer the

Trappistine Sisters lead there and for the

delicious caramels they make.

Now an even wider audience will get

a glimpse into their lives.

A four-part television series, "The

Monastery," filmed in Dubuque a year

ago, will be shown on the TLC cable

channel. It'is to debut on Easter, April 8,

and continue for three more Sundays.

Five women who answered a casting

call were chosen to spend 40 days

and nights in a women's monastery

somewhere in the United States.

That "somewhere" turned out to be

Our Lady ofthe Mississippi. The entire 40

days were filmed. The finished product is

a companion to "The Monastery" series

filmed at the men's Monastery of Christ

in the Desert in Abiquiu, N.M., shown
last fall on TLC.

After a similar series on monasteries

was televised in England, letters of

invitation were sent to all U.S. men's and

women's monasteries by the Tiger/Tigress

Production Co. looking for willing

candidates for a series in this country.

"The productions in England were

very successful," said Mother Gail

Fitzpatrick, former abbess ofthe Dubuque
Trappistine Community. "There was a

huge turnaround in interest in the church

and religious life."

Then one day, the Dubuque abbey

received a phone call.

"I think we were approached because

our community has many younger
members, and a production like this

needs that energy," said Mother Gail.

That was the beginning of a three-

month process ofintensive prayer, dialogue

and visiting with the producer, Sara

Woodford, before the community came to

a consensus and agreed to be filmed.

Mother Gail also had been
encouraged to participate by colleagues

in other countries.

"Seeing the wonderfiil video fi^om

England and hearing of the positive image

ofreligious life it portrayed gave us a sense

of trust" in Tiger/Tigress, she said.

The agreement to have cameras

rolling for 40 days in a contemplative

religious community, while integrating

five new women who had no experience

of monastic life, was a huge decision.

"In prayer, we came to the decision,"

Mother Gail said. "It is our belief that

people who watch the program will have

some sense of what our life is about and

how contact with God is a way of living

in hope. That was our main reason for

doing it."

Extensive preparations were made for

the arrival ofthe women and the television

crew. Each woman would have a mentor,

but the Trappistine mentors were not

assigned until the women arrived so

personalities could be blended.

CNS PHOTO BY Sbter Kathleen O'Neiu

Mother Gail Fitzpatrick says goodbye to Katie Alton,

one of the participants in a four-part television

series, "The Monastery," in 2006.

"Monastic life was a huge shock for

the women," said Mother Gail. "It was so

different fi-om their lifestyle and it took a

tremendous amount oftime and effort for

them to adjust."

Plans made before the women
arrived were revised almost daily. Some
found the adjustment extremely difficult^'

and came close to leaving.

"I really give the women credit for

deciding to stay," Mother Gail said.

"They said they came to be part of this

experience and eventually decided to

stick with it. In the end, they were happy

they stayed."

For the first week, the women did

not get up at 3 a.m. with the sisters. But

from 5:30 a.m. on, they lived the life of

the sisters: prayer, meals, manual labor,

classes and, of course, some recreation.

One of the hardest adjustments was

keeping silence. Only one woman was

Catholic; two were Christian and the

other two were nonbelievers.

"We didn't have a common language,

and that proved to be a great challenge,"

said Mother Gail. "We were trying to

express our values and beliefs in Jesus

Christ, in God. We tried to speak of:>

grace, heaven, redemption, etc., in a

language they could understand."

Classes on monastic life and basic

Christian teaching were helpful, at

least to a degree. In addition to the five

participants, the six-member TV crew
— all women— was on-site.

"They worked hard — were on the _

cameras 12 hours a day," said Mother

Gail.

Today, the crew and participants

remain in touch with the sisters.

"This is one way we could share

some of our own joy in God and allow

people to see it in action rather than

just talking about it," Mother Gail said.

"Living totally in God is really worth the

sacrifice and generates so much joy and

hope in our lives."

WANT TO WATCH?
The four-part series, "The Monastery,"

debuts on the TLC cable channel at 2 p.m.

EDT on Easter, April 8, and continues for

three more Sundays at the same time. >



12 The Catholic News & Herald

IN OUR SCHOOLS
April 6, 2007

Lady Villains win second consecutive

state championship

Courtesy Photo

Pictured are the Lady Villains, the varsity girls' basketball team from Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School in Kernersville, who became the North Carolina

High School Athletic Association Division 1-A state championsfor the secondyear in

a row.

After a near-perfect season, the team played the 1-A girls 'state championship game at

N.C. State University in Raleigh March 10.

"We are very excitedfor what we 'vejust accomplished. We realize as a group how hard

it is to be a state champion, much less win the championshipfor two consecutive years.

I'm extremelyproud, " said Coach Brian Robinson.

Picturedare (from left) Ana DeFrancesco, KatLyons, Margaret Minton, Sarah Foroudi,

Gina Simmons, Erinn Thompson, Maggie Ronan, Emily Sickelbgugh, Brittany Cox and

Megan Rembielak.

"We have very good feeder' school basketball programs that teach the girls when

they 're in sixth, seventh and eighth grade how to press, how to run, how to compete,
"

saidRobinson. " When they come to Bishop, they have an idea ofhow toplay basketball

at a very competitive level.
"

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION

St. Paul the Apostle Church is a community that is committed to

Intergenerational Catechesis and is seeking an experienced Director of

Faith Fomiaton. The position will be open as of July 1, 2007.

Candidate must be a practicing Catholic with a master's degree in Catholic

theology and a minimum of five years pastoral experience. Send resume

and references to: Susie Bames, St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church, 2715

Horse Pen Creek Rd, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (336) 294^149; e-mail

sbames@stpaulcc.org.

i

CATHOLIC SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
St Paul Education Center, a vibrant Pre K-Grade 8 parish school of 225 students in historic New Bern, N. C, is

seeking a dedicated, dynamic and creative visionary for Principal to carry on the strong tradition of academic

excellence and Catholic faitti formation for our diverse student txxiy. An exceptional elementary/middle school,

steeped in Catholic tradition, SPEC has just completed re-accreditation through the Southem Association of

Colleges and Schools (SACS). The school enjoys outstanding support from the Pastor, parents and staff within this

grow/ing parish community of 1 ,780 families.

The successful candidate will;

a) be a highly qualified, committed, practicing Catholic, in good standing with ttie Church

b) exhibit strong leadership, integrity, sound judgment, excellent communication and organization skills

c) possess a master's degree in Educational Administra1ionA.eadership w/itti a minimum of 3-5 years' experience

in Cattiolk; schools, preferably as a school Principal

d) possess or be eligible to be licensed as an administrator by the N.C. Department of Public Instruction.

Salary will be commensurate wnth education, experience and qualifications. Contract year begins July 2007.

Deadline for receipt of applicatrons is April 27, 2007. For further informatron and qualifications visit our website at

www.stpaulccnewbem.org.

To apply please forward cover letter, resume and credentials by e-mail to specsearch@yahoo.com or by mail to:

Principal Search Committee, St Paul Catholic Church,3005 Country Club Road.New Bern, North Carolina 28562.

Shamrock champions

Courtesy Photo

Pictured are the Mustangs varsity boys' basketball team, along with coaches Kevin Phelan and Joe Brannan,

from Our Lady of Mercy School in Winston-Salem, which completed an undefeated 2006-07 season and

became the school's first boys' Shamrock Tournament champions. The team defeated five teams during

the 45th St. Patrick's Shamrock Tournament held in Charlotte Feb. 16-18. Eighty boys' and girls' basketball

teams from middle schools in North and South Carolina, Georgia and Virginia competed.

Our Lady of Mercy School's girls' basketball team and cheer team also participated in the weekend

tournament, which included exhibitions, Mass and a dance for the middle school teams.

TRIUNE
' .Tdvi-iva^, LI.'.

Come Grow With Us
Financial Advisors

Triune Capital Advisors, LLC is a faith-based, full service

broker-dealer firm. Our commitment is to high ethical

standards, professional and personal growth for you and your

clients. If you are already licensed and are sincere about making

a difference in people's lives, contact us.

Sarah Westbrook
704-714-2202

swestbrook@triunecapitaLcom

201 S. College St. — Suite ^00
Charlotte, NC 28244
Member NASD Member SIPC

DIRECTOR OF DIOCESAN HOUSING CORPORATION
The Catholic Diocese of Charlotte Housing Corporation is seeking a full-time director to provide

vision and leadership to a developing housing ministry. A complete job description for this position

can be found at www.cdchousingcorp.org. Position includes competitive salary and benefits

package. To be considered for this position, submit a resume postmari^ed by May 4, 2007 to:

Gerard A. Carter, CDCHC

1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, NC 282034003 or email gacarter@char1ottedkx»se.org.

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE
HOUSING CORPORATION

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CNAs & AIDES: In-home aide company hiring

NC-licensed CNAs and experienced caregivers

for work in the greater Charlotte area. Must
be trustworthy and passionate about helping

seniors. Day, evening, overnight and live-in

shifts available. Call Partners In Care, 8am-5pm,

for interview. 704-554-9904.

FOR RENT

HOUSE: 3 BR / I'A B. University area with

2-car garage on private lot and quiet street. 5825

Nicholas Ave., Charlotte, NC 28269. $1 1 00/month.

704-968-8579.

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.



April 6, 2007

EASTER SEASON
The Catholic News & Herald 13

Living Stations Easter baskets

Courtesy Photo

Jesus, portrayed by student Gilbert Kolosieke of Our Lady' of Grace School, is

"crucified" during a living Stations of the Cross at Our Lady of Grace Church in

Greensboro March 30.

The two seventh-grade religion classes, under the direction ofteacher Chris Ostrom,

perform the 14 Stations, or Way, ofthe Cross each yearfor the school.

The devotional practice of recalling Christ's passion began in the early Christian

church with visits to sites in Jerusalem associated with his suffering. Stations of the

Cross are common in Western churches and schools and are prayed most often during

the Lenten season.

"Iwas movedby the solemnity andprayerfulness ofour students as Jesus is condemned

and begins to carry the cross up the aisle ofthe church, " said Principal Gary Gelo.

"At moments like this, one recognizes that our school has the opportunity to provide

faithfilled memoriesfor children that will last a lifetime. This is what makes us unique

and special, " said Gelo. "Each day our children teach us by their example to befaith-

filledfollowers ofour Savior
"

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Jeannie Beall, director for the diocesan Catholic Social Services (CSS) adoption

program, talks with a CSS client as Mike Maynard waits to load a basket offood and

paperproducts into the car at the Pastoral Center in Charlotte April 2.

Maynard is a member ofSt. Matthew Church in Charlotte, whoseparishioners provide

about 100 such basketsfor Catholic Social Services (CSS) clients each yearfor Easter,

Thanksgiving and Christmas.

CSS offers programs and outreach services to people of all faiths. CSS services

include domestic and international adoptions, pregnancy support, counseling,

Hispanic services, immigration services, griefservices, youth services, elder ministry,

family life, refugee resettlement, justice and peace education and advocacy, and

economic development.

I

ikGod.

eek Truth.

)nd up at the same place:

College, the 130-year-old

e of the Carolinas/

YOU seeking?

BELMONT ABBEY
COLLEGE

Apply now for fall 2007!

Financial aid, scholarships, and housing are available.

Call 1.888.222.0110, email admissions@bac.edu or log

onto BelmontAbbeyCollege.edu

2006
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Celebrating Easter
Facing death helps affirm goodness in life

"The pastor should visit the cemetery

as often as he is able. This is wholesome

for him personally, for his preaching,

for his spiritual care and also for his

theology."

To enjoy the wholesomeness of

Easter, may I suggest that you take

this advice from the noted theologian

Dietrich Bonhoeffer? Visit a cemetery

during the Easter season, even if you

aren't a theologian.

Cemeteries remind us of death and

are places most of us want to avoid as

long as possible. So why do this?

When I was a child, it was a family

custom to drive to the cemetery around

Easter and visit the graves ofour relatives.

The lessons this taught were finitfiil for

dealing with life and imderstanding the

joy of Easter.

First, it taught us that even though

deceased relatives weren't with us, they

aren't forgotten. We learned to pray for

those who had touched our lives and

endowed us with their beautiful spirit.

That spirit may have been the

laughter of an uncle we find ourselves

imitating, the kindness of a grandmother

we rely upon as an example or the wisdom
of a grandfather we try to live by.

Instead of feeling that they were

gone forever, they were seen as a living

part of us.

As a priest, I give retreats in places

that often have a cemetery nearby. On
one retreat I was experiencing some
depression.

The Benedictine monastery there had

a cemetery. As I walked through it and

viewed the names on the gravestones,

I suddenly experienced a peaceful,

reassuring calmness.

Later I realized that I was facing

The Human
Side

FATHER EUGENE
HEMRICK

CNS COLUMNIST

death; doing so had a way of "airing out"

my fears.

Now when I meet a person who is

down, I advise him or her to take a walk

through a cemetery. Many people who
have done this have told me later that it

was the perfect remedy; it restored their

peace of mind.

Facing death helped them to see life

in its entirety and to realize that problems

aren't that bad when we realize the life

that we hold so sacred isn't the most

sacred life we possess.

A wonderful practice while visiting

our beloved dead is to meditate on what

it must be like to be on the other side now.

We pray, "May they rest in peace."

What is that peace like? Is it just

resting quietly, free of all anxiety, or is

it more? Is the absolute peace for which

we pray found when finally we are with

Christ in heaven?

The greatest joy on this earth is to be

in love with a significant other. Beyond
this life, what will it be like to be with the

most significant other of all, God?
Easter is a time to reflect on our final

resurrection with Christ. What better way
to do this than to start with death, the

doorway to eternal life and happiness?

Importance of Religion
percent of Americans
by age who say religion
IS very importan-t:
in their lives

72%

ages 18-29
£>ource; 2006 Gallup Poll

The Easter Insult
Christian athletes^ sports fans put the

game before the faith

Calling all jocks! I am looking

for an athlete whose grace, power and

determination are complemented by a

fear of the Lord. Is there another Eric

Liddell out there?

Liddell (the name rhymes with

"fiddle") is the Scottish track star who
was immortalized in the 1981 film

"Chariots of Fire." As an Olympian in

the 1924 games in Paris, he refused to

run in the 100-meter race because it took

place on a Sunday.

In one memorable scene in the

film, he tells the fiiture king of England

about his decision not to compete on

the Sabbath, expressing surprise that

the prince, who would one day be the

head of the Church of England, did not

have more respect for the sanctity of the

Lord's Day.

Today, of course, Sunday is

the biggest sports day of the week.

Champions are crowned, races won and

games decided. For most ofus, watching

sports is a leisure activity, acceptable for

a Sunday that is set aside for worship

and rest.

But a line should be drawn. There are

a few days each year when celebrations

of athleticism just aren't appropriate

(and this pertains to those who watch

the games and the athletes who play).

Those days are the Easter Triduum: Holy

Thursday, Good Friday and Easter.

These three days are unique in the

calendar, commemorating the most

profound act in human history since God
said, "Let there be light" (Gn. 1:3).

The suffering, death and resurrection

ofthe savior ofthe world are the defining

moments of Christianity. They don't call

this Holy Week for nothing, and the days

of the Triduum should be observed with

a special intensity that excludes most

other activities.

Compared to what Christians

commemorate this week, sport is trivial.

So what will be talked about and

splashed on the screens and pages of the

media this weekend? Here within the

diocese, a Davis Cup tennis tournament

will take place in Winston-Salem. In

Charlotte, its basketball time as the

Bobcats host the Indiana Pacers on Good
Friday.

In Georgia, The Masters Golf
Tournament tees it up on Holy Thursday

and concludes on Easter.

The tournament, by the way, has the

added gall of naming a trio of holes on

the manicured course "Amen Comer."

Baseball stadiums across the country

will be aglow.

This sports excess also has a trickle-

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID HAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

down effect and thousands of families

will leave town for sports tournaments

involving pre-teens, exchanging the

sunrise service on Sunday morning for

the Rise 'n' Shine breakfast special

atmOR
NASCAR is an exceptionto biisiness-

as-usual over the Easter weekend. A
spokesman for the stock car racing

circuit says it has an off-limits policy

when it comes to Easter. Apparently the

good ol' boys of racin' know a thing or

two about the Good Book of Life.

The media, most notably television,

has a hand in all of this. It promotes

events and dictates start times. I wonder

why sports journalists never seem to

write about the conflict that must arise

when Christian athletes blow off the

most important services ofthe year to hit,

throw or catch a ball.

Will a Christian golfer skip his

sport's most prestigious event to make
a point about his faith? Will a termis

player exchange a racquet for a kneeling

bench? In sports parlance, the odds are

against it.

The media has a tough time with

Easter. The Crucifixion is bloody.

The promise of redemption in the

Resurrection is perhaps too complicated

for the folks who Turing us People magazine

and "The Simple Life" with Paris Hilton.

Unlike the very joyous and
commercialized celebration ofChristmas,

with its gizmo gift-giving, there isn't a

good marketing opportunity in Easter.

Sorry, Easter Bunny. And so the media

treats this like any other weekend.

But the media needs the athletes. So,

I'm looking for a jock who wants to be

remembered for putting faith before his

driver, someone who really understands

the termis expression "it's your serve."

David Mains is the director of
communications for the Diocese of
Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains@
charlottediocese.org.

*

A podcast ofthis column is available

at www. charlottediocese.org.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250 words or less, pertain

to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone number of the writer

for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for clarity, style and factual

accuracy. The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, fonn letter or petitions. Items submitted to The Catholic

News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole or in part, in print, electronic

formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Chariotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
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The death of capital

punishment
Why do we kill people who kill people to

show that killing people is wrong?

Nearly 2,000 years ago on the first

Good Friday, in response to public pressure,

the Roman Empire executed our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ. On that day Jesus

suffered the pain of the world's sins —
including the sin of capital punishment.

The barbaric execution of Jesus

should have inspired an end to any

Christian support for the death penalty.

And actually it did, at least for the

Catholic Church's first 300 years.

During that era, the earliest disciples

of Christ committed themselves to

absolute nonviolence — no abortion, no

war, no capital pimishment.

Unfortunately, when Christianity

became legalized, many began to relax

the prohibition against violence —
including capital punishment. It even

came to the point that during the Middle

Ages some people convicted of teaching

heresy were condemned to death by

certain church officials.

And still to this day, countless

Catholics believe in the use of the death

penalty, even though Pope John Paul II

clearly called for its abolition.

In his prophetic encyclical, "The
Gospel of Life," he taught that capital

punishment should only be used when it is

impossible to defend society in any other

way. And he added this key sentence:

"Today, however, as a result of

steady improvement in the organization

of the penal system, such cases are very

rare if not practically nonexistent."

Interestingly, before Benedict XVJ
was elected pope, as head of the

Vatican's Congregation for the Doctrine

of the Faith, he said. Pope John Paul's

"reservations about the death penalty

are even stronger than those already

present in the catechism and are a real

development."

The future pope added that the next

edition ofthe "Catechism of the Catholic

Church" would need to be revised to

reflect Pope John Paul's more powerfiil

teaching against capital punishment.

And, indeed, the second edition echoes

Pope John Paul's firm call for society to

move beyond the death penalty.

The church's efforts to end capital

punishment are rooted in the God-given

dignity of every human being — even

murderers.

Furthermore, our faith calls us to

promote the common good of all. But

the good of society is not served when
our laws teach that violence is wrong
sometimes— but not other times.

This inconsistency makes no sense

and is a tremendous obstacle to building

a world based on Christ-like love.

Pilgrims on the road 2007
Travel light— some absolutes, attitudes must
be discarded

A few years ago, my husband Jim

and I traveled to Florence, Italy, where

our daughter Elizabeth was spending her

junior year of college.

We flew into Milan where we were to

take a train to Florence. But, alas, at the

airport the incident all passengers dread

happened to us: missing bags.

To my immense but silent relief, it

was my husband's luggage absent and
not mine. What would I do without my
ovm stuff?

After it became obvious our luggage

was lost, we went to the airline's office

where they assured us the missing bags

would appear on another flight and could

be delivered to our hotel, so off we went
to catch the train.

We kept in contact with the airline

and received continued reassurances. But
a day, then two, went by, and we would
return to our little hotel in the heart of
Florence and struggle with Italian to ask

the lady behind the desk about our bags
to no avail.

Finally, my husband decided he
better give in and find some new clothes.

Gonzaga University, Elizabeth's school,

uses former hotels as their dorms in the

old, historic part of Florence.

Her hotel was just blocks fi-om the

Duomo, Florence's famous church, and

she took us walking down what she said

was reputed to be "the most expensive

street in Europe." Every designer you
can imagine — Gucci, Prada, Versace
— had shops on the street.

That ofcourse was not the street where

we decided to go clothes shopping. Instead

we walked to the area around the railroad

station where more modest retail stores

served the general public. Fortunately for

us, the dollar was strong against the euro,

and the clothes were inexpensive.

But let's just say they were not

exactly the kind of clothes you would find

guys wearing in your hometown. They
were very "Euro"— the jeans were tight

and form-fitting and the shirts hugged the

body. My daughter and I giggled as Jim

modeled his new wardrobe.

But he needed clothes, so we left

with a pair of jeans, a sweatshirt, some
socks, new underwear and a couple of

shirts. We teased that what he needed to

round out his look was a gold chain.

When we arrived back at our hotel

with our purchases — you guessed it.

Jim's luggage was in the lobby, and the

Euro-look wardrobe was donated to the

poor box at the dorms.

Whenever I remember this, I recall

how glad I was that my luggage was
with me. And I remember an Ursuline

Making a

Difference

TONY
MAGLIANO
CNS COLUMNIST

I remember a Catholic News
Service photo of a Marianist brother

demonstrating in front of the U.S.

Supreme Court building. On his shirt

was the message: Why do we kill people

who kill people, to show that killing

people is wrong?

Study after study confirms that

capital punishment is not a deterrent

to murder. For instance, according to

Amnesty International, the murder rate

in Canada has dropped by 40 percent

since the death penalty was abolished in

that country.

And then there is always the chance

that an innocent person will be put to

death. Since 1972 more than 120 people

in U.S. prisons have been exonerated

fi"om death row.

More than 88 countries — including

every nation in Europe— have completely

abolished the death penalty. However,

countries that our government has

condemned, such as Iran, Syria, North

Korea and Sudan, continue — like the

United States— to execute human beings.

Jesus' life did not end with his

execution on Calvary. Resurrection had

the final word.

In the spirit of the risen Christ, let

us rise from all that dehumanizes us

— including capital punishment.

For the

Journey

EFFIE
CALDAROLA
CNS COLUMNIST

sister, Carolyn Marie, who once gave me
a plaque with this advice: "Ifyou want to

be a pilgrim on the road of life, you have

to travel light."

Sometimes when I pack my bags

or clean out the junk in my house, I ask

myself how I'm doing on Carolyn's

admonition to be a pilgrim. How
unencumbered is my travel through this

world? What was in my Florence bag

that I couldn't live without?

And more importantly, what
attitudes or absolutes am I unwilling to

examine and discard for the sake of the

pilgrimage?

When I was still young, my fiiend

Carolyn died in a car accident on her

way to help establish a new Catholic

religious community. She was Spirit-

filled, and also filled with the excitement

and experimentation of the post-Vatican

II 1970s.

I still miss her and the youth
and enthusiasm we both shared then.

Sometimes I pray to Carolyn to help me
be a better pilgrim and travel just a little

more lightly.

Pope: Week's

liturgies a sign of

Jesus' victory over

darkness, death

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
liturgies of Holy Week and Easter

are a reminder that Christ has won
"the supreme battle between light and

darkness, between life and death," Pope

Benedict XVI said.

At his April 4 general audience. Pope

Benedict explained the meaning of the

liturgies of Holy Week and Easter.

They are not simply "a remembrance

of a past reality," he said. "Even today

Christ vanquishes sin and death with his

love. Evil, in all its forms, does not have

the last word. The final triumph is that of

Christ, of truth and of love."

Pope Benedict urged Catholics to

participate in the liturgies aware of their

own darkness, faults and responsibilities

so that they also can experience the

power of Christ's victory on Easter.

At the Easter Vigil, he said, "the veil

of sadness that enveloped the church

because ofthe death and burial ofthe Lord

is ripped apart by the victory cry: 'Christ

is risen. He has defeated death forever.'"

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English.

Dear brothers and sisters.

As we approach the end of Lent and

the commemoration of Christ's passion,

death and resurrection, the church's

liturgy invites us to contemplate the

mystery ofthe cross, to acknowledge our

sinfijlness and, in faith, to unite ourselves

with Jesus in his saving Passover fi"om

death to life.

Holy Thursday, with its celebration

of the chrism Mass and the Mass of

the Lord's Supper, evokes gratitude for

Christ's institution of the sacraments of

the Eucharist and holy orders, and for his

new commandment of love.

Good Friday is centered on the

Gospel of the Lord's passion and the

adoration of his holy cross, the source of

our salvation.

The somber silence ofHoly Saturday

is a prelude to the joy of the Easter Vigil,

with its proclamation of Christ's victory

over sin and death, the gift of his grace in

the sacrament ofbaptism and the renewal

of our baptismal promises.

These liturgical celebrations are not

mere commemorations of past events;

they introduce us to the ever-present

reality of God's saving power.

Today, too, Christ's love triumphs

over evil, sin and death. Truly, as St. Paul

says, "If we have died with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with him"

(Rom 6:8).

Good Easter to all of you!
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Palm Sunday celebrations held around the world

CNS PHOTO BY Beawiharta, Reuters

Above: East Timorese women carry wooden crosses as they walk during a Palm Sunday Mass in Dili,

East Timor, April 1 . Below: Pope Benedict XVI holds a palm frond as he celebrates Palm Sunday Mass in

St. Peter's Square at the Vatican April 1

.

CNS PHOTO BY AlESSANDRO BlANCHl, ReUTERS
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In the last two months
the baby continues

to gain weight. She is

developing a layer of

fat that will keep her

warm after she Is

born. In the 9fh

month she will shift

to a head-down
position, preparing for

birth. Her lungs are

now fully developed
and capable of

making the tronsition

to breathing air

After birth she will

continue the human
growth process lor

approximately

CSS
Respect life Office 704 :^,70-3229

CNS PHOTO BY Debbie Hill

Palestinian Catholics carry palm and olive branches during the Palm Sunday procession at Our Lady of

Seven Sorrows Parish in Aboud, West Bank, April 1.

Abbotswood Senior Living!
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^H
reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1 - and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-mondi rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 i^SBBQISWOOD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorUving.com
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Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Retirement isn't

what it used to be.

PLAN accordingly.

Les Davaz
Financial Advisor

Member, St, Patrick's Church

100 IM, Tryon St., Suite 3300

Charlotte, NC 28202

(704) 331-2233 or

(800) 438-0397

http://fc.smithbarney.com/davaz

citigroupj
SmithS-\rnev

© 2006 bitlgroup Global Markets Inc. Member SIPC. Smith

Barney is a division and sen/ice mark of Citigroup Global

Markets Inc. and its affiliates and is used and registered

throughout the worid. CITIGROUP and the Umbrella Device

are trademarks and service marks of Citigroup Inc. or its
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Limited child

protection

audits find most
dioceses in

compliance

BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON —
Twenty-seven of 29 Catholic

dioceses and eparchies,

including the Diocese of

Charlotte, audited in 2006
complied with the church's

national standards for child

protection programs and the

prevention of and response

to sexual abuse, says a report

released April 11.
'

In the Diocese ofCharlotte,

activities related to the "Charter

for the Protection of Children

and Young People" continued

to take place in 2006 even

though the Diocese ofCharlotte

was not required td participate

in an aimual audit.

The Diocese of Charlotte

will take part in an audit of

its compliance to the charter

See CHARTER, page 5
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Tragedy on Va. Tech campus

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Haring

Paul VanSant, 24, a junior, and Erin Byrum, 23, a graduate student, sign a book in front of a n^akeshift campus memorial at

Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Va., April 16. A gunman, later identified as a Virginia Tech student, shot dozens of people at the

university earlier that day Student Cho Seung-Hui killed 32 people in the deadliest shooting rampage in U.S. history

Turning 80, pope thanks
church for surrounding
him with affection

CNS PHOTO BY Alessandro Bianchi, Rejters

Pope Benedict XVI blesses two people who are wearing traditional Bavarian clothing

during a Mass marking his 80th birthday in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican April

1 5. Pope Benedict thanked the church for surrounding him with affection "like a

true family" and for supporting him with prayers.

BYjOHNTHAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — At a

Mass marking his 80th birthday,

Pope Benedict XVI thanked

the church for surrounding

him with affection "like a true

family" and for supporting him
with prayers.

"Over and over, I recognize

with joy how great is the

number of people who sustain

me with their prayers, who
with their faith and love help

me carry out my ministry, and

who are indulgent with my
weakness," he said April 15.

The Mass opened two days

ofcelebrations commemorating
the pope's April 16 birthday

and the second anniversary

of his election April 19. The
festivities featured a Vatican

See POPE, page 6

Shooting of Virginia

Tech students

'tremendously sad/

bishop says

BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

BLACKSBURG, Va. —
The April 16 shooting spree at

Virginia Tech that left at least 33

people dead is "tremendously

sad," said Bishop Francis X.

DiLorenzo of Richmond.

In a phone interview just

hours after the shootings.

See SHOOTINGS, page 8

MORE COVERAGE •

on the Va. Tech tragedy

PAGE 9 - Colleges pray for

Va. Tech; pope saddened

PAGES 14-15 -Father

Byron, David Hains reflect

on tragedy

Partial Birth

Abortion Ban

Act upheld

Abortion opponents

laud Supreme Coun

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court upheld the

Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act

in a 5-4 decision April 18. The

ruling was lauded by abortion

opponents, including President

See ABORTION, page 7
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Around the Diocese

1^ Knights councils collect $75K

for disadvantaged

I
PAGE 4

Culture Watch

Books on 'spiritual entrepreneurs';

DVD features Catholic ball

players

I PAGES 10-11

Easter Season

Parishes reenact Good

Friday, serve homeless

I
PAGES 12-13
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In Brief
Current and upcomina topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

INSPIRED ARTISTS

CNS PHOTO BY Anna Weaver, Hawaii Cathouc Herald

With her Eye Response interface Computer Aid not worl^ing, paralyzed Hawaiian artist Peggy Chun

communicates by pointing her eyes to letters and numbers on a "spell board" held by Shelly Mecum, a

teacher at Holy Trinity School in Honolulu, while fellow volunteer Christine Amos writes down each letter

Mecum calls out. Chun, who suffers from Lou Gehrig's disease, has the sixth-, seventh- and eighth-graders

act as her hands weel^ly, watercoloring mosaic pieces according to the artist's instructions.

Paralyzed artist helps students

create mosaic of Blessed Damien
HONOLULU (CNS)—A classroom

at Holy Trinity School m Honolulu is

crowded with students sitting around

tables and painting small, thick paper

squares with watercolors.

The students, sixth-, seventh-

and eighth-graders, talk about school

activities, what they'll do after the half-

day of school gets out, and who has

painted more squares so far.

But they also talk about the new
friend they're painting those squares for

— local artist Peggy Chun, who suffers

from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or Lou
Gehrig's disease— and what all those little

pieces will eventually become— a mosaic

ofBlessed Damien de Veuster.

The experience has made the students

philosophical and reflective. Eighth-

grader Joshua Aiu is amazed by Chun's

unwavering determination despite the

fact that the disease has progressed to the

point where she is completely paralyzed

except for her eyes.

"The Bible says that the church is the

body of the Christ and that in it we work
together," Joshua said. "And so when one

part can't go on, or has a hard time, it's

dependent on the rest ofthe body to help."

Every week since the start of the

school year, Joshua and other Holy Trinity

students have been acting as Peggy's

hands, watercoloring mosaic pieces

according to the artist's instructions.

In working with the students,

Chun, a former Catholic-school drama

and literature teacher known for her

whimsical paintings and vibrant island

artwork, and now her valiant battle with

ALS, is passing along not only artistic

skills but her spirit to a new generation.

Chun communicates with an Eye
Response Interface Computer Aid that

matches her eye movement with lasers.

She looks at letters on the screen to spell

out words, which the computer then

"speaks."

Chun has a large crew of dedicated

volunteers playfully called "Peg's

Legs."

Lying in her hospital-style bed, Chun
"spoke" about how the collaboration

with Holy Trinity School started.

She said she first thought of doing an

artwork of Blessed Damien in 2002. But

her disease soon became too advanced to

undertake such a project.

Chun and Mecum realized that by

using a mosaic technique and students

as the painters, the long-desired Damien
project could be accomplished. Each
week Chun, who has the completed

image in her mind, gives Mecum a new
color "formula" the students will use that

week. Chun provides the paintbrushes,

paper and paints.

"I find that the fact that this painting

is being created by a community is

remarkable," Chun said. She also loves

working with the students. "Their

enthusiasm spills onto the little, tiny

squares," she said. She sees each square

as "a miniature abstract painting using

(the students') newfound knowledge
about color and its complements."

However, for Chun, the most
important thing about the project isn't

the mosaic itself but the experience the

students take from it, and imparting the

same creative spirit she received from

her own teachers.

"I keep thinking how knowing that

they had a part in creating this painting,

how this will stay with (the students)

forever," she said. "Just think how
much fun these children are having

learning without realizing where this

will take them."

Bishop weighs in on debate over care

of dying Texas boy
AUSTIN, Texas — Citing difficult

decisions in his own family and the

example of Pope John Paul II, Bishop

Gregory Aymond ofAustin said Catholic

teaching would permit the withdrawal

of extraordinary medical treatment for

Emilio Gonzales, a dying 17-month-old

boy at Children's Hospital ofAustin.

Catarina Gonzales has been fighting

for continued medical treatment of her

son at the hospital, which is part of the

Seton Family of Hospitals, a 31 -facility

Catholic health system in central Texas.

The boy's physicians and other hospital

officials have recommended that the

child be removed from a respirator and

given only "comfort care."

Emilio, who has been blind and

deaf since birth and was admitted to the

hospital Dec. 27 with a collapsed lung,

has been diagnosed with Leigh's disease,

a rare disorder that is causing his central

nervous system to break down. The
disccise is considered incurable.

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — "Climate Change: Our
Faith Response" will explore global

warming from a Catholic perspective. This

teleconference will link four Appalachian
states and will convene five resource

people discussing science, health problems,

theology and practical concerns about
climate change. The conference will take

placeApril 28, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. in Robinson
Hall, Room 125 at UNC-Asheville. There

is no charge but registration is required.

For additional information or to register,

call Mary Herr at (828) 497-9498 or e-mail

maryherr@dnet.net.

MAGGIE VALLEY — Father John
Vianney Hoover will present "The History

ofthe Catholic Church in North Carolina
"

at Living Waters Catholic Reflection

Center, 103 Living Waters Ln., May 5,

9:30-3 p.m. For reservations and more
information, call Brother Bill Harkin at

(828) 926-3833.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — All South Charlotte

Cursillistas and their families are invited

to join us for Ultreya in the family room
of St. Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne

Commons Pkwy., April 22, 12-2 p.m.

Butch Mayer, lay director, will give an

inspirational talk on "Evangelizing our

Environments." Please bring a dish to share

for a potluck lunch. For more information,

contact Heather Martin at (704) 544-

7011. Baby-sitting is available with early

reservations — call Vicki Torres at (704)

543-7677, ext 1011.

In an April 15 statement. Bishop

Aymond offered a brief overview of

church teaching on extraordinary, or

disproportionate, medical care and
ordinary, or proportionate, medical care.

"Generally, if a medical
procedure carries little hope of benefit

and is excessively burdensome. Catholics

— and Catholic institutions — are

not morally obligated to pursue that

procedure," Bishop Aymond said. "Even
Pope John Paul II was adamant that he

would not accept extraordinary medical

care as his health declined."

"Catholic moral teaching on
ethically required medical care states

that we realize that all reasonable means
must be used to preserve himian life and

to promote the profound dignity that

belongs to it," the bishop added. "At the

same time, we recognize that sometimes

we should not use modem technology if

it inflicts greater suffering on our loved

one, and holds them back from being able

to go home to God."

ft

CHARLOTTE — St. Patrick Cathedral,

1621 Dilworth Rd. East., will have a Holy
Hour, Rosary and Benediction for an end to

abortion and all the culture ofdeath following

the Vigil Mass April 28, 6:30-7:30 p.m. For
more information, call the church office at

(704) 334-2283.

CHARLOTTE — Dominican Sister Jane

Dominic Laurel will speak on "Growing
in Holiness through Being a Faithful
Spouse and Parent" at St. Vincent de Paul

Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd., May 4 at 7:30

p.m. There is no fee but RSVP to fenee@
catholicscripturestudy.com.

CHARLOTTE— St. Matthew Church, 8015
Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., hosts a First

Friday Women's Retreat, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. in

Room 239 of the New Life Center, following

the 9 a.m. Mass. The program for May 4 will

be "The Sacred Vocation ofMotherhood." For

more information, call Marie Grzeskiewicz at

(704) 542-9748.

CHARLOTTE — Father Tad Pacholczyk,

Ph.D., will present "Stem Cells and Cloning:

Understanding the Scientific Issues and
the Moral Objections" May 12, 8:45-10

a.m. and 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m., at St. Peter

Church, 507 S. Tryon St Father Pacholczyk

holds undergraduate degrees in philosophy,

biochemistry, molecular cell biology and
chemistry and a doctorate m neuroscience

from Yale University. Parking in The Green
and admission are free; seating is limited. To
pre-register, e-mail stemcell@jimo.com or

call (803) 517-2600 or (704) 332-2901. For

more details, visit www.stpeterscatholic.org.

CHARLOTTE — A Support Group for
Caregivers of a Family Member with

Memory Loss meets the last Monday of each

month, 10-11:30 a.m., at St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd. For more information,

contact Suzanne Bach at (704) 376-4135.
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FROM THE VATICAN

After saints, most-quoted author in

pope's new book is a U.S. rabbi

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — After

the Gospel writers and the apostle

Paul, the author most quoted in Pope

Benedict XVI 's new book is Rabbi Jacob

Neusner, a U.S. professor of religion and

theology.

In his book, "Jesus of Nazareth,"

released April 16 in Italian, German and

Polish, Pope Benedict joined the literary

dialogue that Rabbi Neusner invented for

himself in his 1993 book, "A Rabbi Talks

With Jesus."

The pope said that Rabbi Neusner 's

"profound respect for the Christian faith

and his faithfulness to Judaism led him to

seek a dialogue with Jesus."

Imagining himself amid the crowd

gathered on a Galilean hillside when Jesus

gave his Sermon on the Moimt, Rabbi

Neusner "listens, confronts and speaks

with Jesus himself," the pope wrote.

"In the end, he decides not to follow

Jesus," the pope wrote. "He remains

HUNTERSVILLE— Elizabeth Ministry is a

peer ministry comprised of St. Mark Church
parishioners who have lost babies before of
shortly after birth. Confidential peer ministry,

information and spiritual materials are

ofiFered at no cost or obligation to anyone who
has experienced miscarriage, stillbirth or the

death of a newborn. For details, call Sandy
Buck at (704) 948-4587.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — Theology on Tap, a

speaker series for Catholics in their 20s,

30s and 40s, is a casual forum where people
gather to leam and discuss the teachings ofthe
Catholic Church. ToT will meet Wednesdays
through May 9, at 6:45 p.m. at Logan's
Roadhouse, 1300 Bridford Pkwy. For more
informatiom, e-mail greensborotot@yahoo.
com, visit www.triadcatholics.org or call Deb
at (336) 286-3687.

GREENSBORO — The Reemployment
Support Group of St. Paul the Apostle Church
will meet May 3, 7:30-9 p.m., in Room 8

of the Parish Life Center, 2715 Horse Pen
Creek Rd. If you are currently out of work
or looking to make a career change, join us

for encouragement, support and informative

topics to help you in your job search. For
more information, call Colleen Assal at (336)
294-4696, ext. 226.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY — St. Aloysius Church, 921
Second St. NE, is offering a weekly Catholic

Scripture Study. Catholic Scripture Study is a
program whose members not only leam the

Scriptures, but come to adeepenmderstanding

faithful to that which he calls the 'eternal

Israel.'"

Pope Benedict said Rabbi Neusner

makes painfully clear the differences

between Christianity and Judaism, but

"in a climate of great love: The rabbi

accepts the otherness of the message

of Jesus and takes his leave with a

detachment that knows no hatred."

The pope praised Rabbi Neusner

for taking the Gospel of Jesus seriously

and, in fact, more seriously than many
modem Christian scholars do.

Austrian Cardinal Christoph
Schonbom of Vieima, presenting the

pope's book at an April 13 Vatican

conference, said reading Rabbi Neusner 's

book was "one of the reasons" Pope
Benedict decided to write his.

"What Pope Benedict says about the

book (by Rabbi Neusner) is so essential

for imderstanding his own book about

Jesus," the cardinal said.

of their faith in a setting that builds

Christian fellowship. Evening and daytime
classes meet at the church, Wednesdays,
6:45-8:30 p.m., and Thursdays 9:30-11:15

a.m. For more information, call Ann Miller

at (828) 441-2205, or e-mail stalscss@

charter.net.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Spirit of
Assisi hosts a Wednesday Lunch & Speaker
Series each Wednesday, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at

the Fatima Chapel, 21 1 W. Third St. Gerald
Berry will speak on "What is Pax Christi?"

at the April 25 program. The sacrament of
reconciliation will be offered at 12 p.m. in

the chapel. For more information and to

RSVP, call Sister Kathy Ganiel at (336)
624-1971 or e-mail kganiel@triad.rr.com.

Walk-ins are welcome.

KING —Good Shepherd Mission, 105

Good Shepherd Dr. at Kirby Road, will

celebrate its 25th Anniversary June 10

during the 12 p.m. Mass. All former
parishioners are invited to attend the Mass
and reception. Please e-mail historical

pictures and stories to Lance Kull at

lancekull@hotmail.com by May 5. For
more information, call (336) 972-5934.

WINSTON-SALEM — St. Benedict the

Moor Church, 1625 East 12th St., hosts

a 12:15 p.m. prayer service, Veni Sanctus

Spiritus, the fourth Wednesday of each
month. All are welcome to reflect on God
and refresh the spirit in the middle ofa day.

For more information call Sister Larretta

Rivera-Williams at (336) 725-9200.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

April 21 — 10:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of Grace Church, Greensboro

April 21 — 5 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Benedict Church, Greensboro

April 22— 9 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

. . ... vyiiurch, Reidsville

April 23 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Paul the Apostle Church, Greensboro

April 24— 1:30 p.m.

Building Committee Meeting

Pastoral Center, Charlotte

April 24— 6 p.m.

Friends of Seminarians Dinner

Grandover Resort, Greensboro

April 26— 3:10 p.m.

Spring Fling for Seniors Closing Mass

St. Mark Church, Huntersville

April 27— 3 p.m.

Catholic Daughters State Convention

Charlotte Marriott Executive Hotel, Charlotte

World must do more to support Iraqi

refugees, says Vatican official

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
international community must do more
to welcome and support the thousands

of refugees daily fleeing the "horrific

violence" in Iraq, a Vatican official said.

"The world is witnessing an

unprecedented degree of hate and
destructiveness in Iraq," which not only

destroys the "social tissue and the unity

of Iraq," but is exerting "a widening

deadly impact" on the whole Middle

East, said Archbishop Silvano Tomasi.

The Vatican's representative to the

United Nations and other international

organizations in Geneva spoke there

April 17 at an international conference

addressing the himianitarian needs of

Iraq's refugees and internally displaced

people.

The archbishop said history has

shown that the international community
can be effective in creating "durable

solutions" to the massive displacement

of peoples.

Now nations must help Iraq's

refugees and internally displaced people

by providing "a coordinated, effective

and generous response," he said.

"This is not the time to look at

technical definitions of a refugee," he

said. More countries need to open their

doors to greater numbers of displaced

Iraqis "so that pressure within the

region may be alleviated on a short-term

basis."

Some 2 million Iraqis are displaced

within their country, while nearly 2

million more people have fled the

country since the U.S.-led war started in

2003. Between 40,000 and 50,000 Iraqis

are leaving their homes each month,

according to U.N. statistics.

At present, Jordan and Syria have

absorbed much of the wave of Iraqi

refugees, resulting in increasing pressure

and strain on their own economies and

social structures.

The International Catholic Migration

Commission also participated in the April

17-18 conference, sponsored by the U.N.

High Commissioner for Refugees.

This migration commission works with

migrants, refugees and other uprooted

people in 30 countries arovmd the world.

The Catholic commission echoed

the Vatican's calls for nations to

increase support of humanitarian aid to

those displaced by the conflict and to

guarantee refugees protection fi"om being

involuntarily sent back to their home
countries iftheir lives or fi-eedoms would

be at risk.

The commission also called on the

United States and Europe to welcome
more Iraqi refugees for resettlement in

their countries and asked that all Iraqis be

guaranteed the right to "genuine access"

to asylum processes.

Controversial memorial

CNS PHOTO BY YONATHAN WeITZMAN, ReUTERS

An image depicting Pope Pius XII is seen displayed at the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem

April 1 5. Archbishop Antonio Franco, the Vatican ambassador to Israel, had asked the museum to change

the photo caption, which he said was offensive to him and to Catholics worldwide.

The photograph of Pope Pius and its caption have been on display in the renovated memorial since it

reopened in March 2005. The caption states that Pope Pius refused to sign a 1 942 Allied condemnation

of the massacre of the Jews.

If new information— perhaps from the release of Vatican Archives information to Yad Vashem researchers

— provides a different picture, Yad Vashem certainly would reflect that in the caption, Avner Shalev,

chairman of the memorial, said in an April 1 5 statement.

During Holocaust Remembrance Day at the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem April 1 6, Israel

commemorated the 6 million Jews killed by the Nazis during the Holocaust.
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Knights sell Tootsie Rolls to

benefit disadvantaged

Courtesy Photo

The Knights ofColumbus Piedmont Council 939 in Greensboro collected $33,924

during its annual "Tootsie Roll Drive " in 2006.

Each year, Knights of Columbus councils around the country hold Tootsie Roll

Drives, selling the candy outside churches and local businesses. Funds collected

from the drive benefitprogramsfor the mentally handicapped.

Organizations receiving these funds included Gateway Education Center, ARC
Housing Development, ARC of Greensboro, Eastern Guilford Middle School,

Exceptional Friends Art Studio, Grimsley High School Special Education, Guilford

County Pre-K Special Education, Guilford Middle School Special Education,

Horse Friends, Lifespan, Lindley Health Services, Mclver Education Center,

Pilot Elementary School, RHA Health Services, RHA Howell Center, Sanctuary

House, Southeast Middle School, Special Olympics and Washington School Special

Education.

Pictured with representatives of the recipient organizations are Tom Thompson,

co-chairman; Bill O'Neil, reporter for WXII television in Winston-Salem; Pat

Rooney, co-chairman for street donations; Jim Martin, deputy grand knight; and

Bill Eastwood, general chairmanfor street and corporate accounts.

PleaseJoin the

Piedmont Triad Office of

Catholic Social Services

for the fourth annual

PARTNERS IN HOPE
fund raising event to benefit our programs

Tuesday — May 8, 2007

6 pm to 9 pm

Nillennium Center
k_/ 1 0 1 West Fifth Street

Catholic Sorial Services

Diocese of Chariotie Winston-Salem, north Carolina

Tickets: $75 per person / $550 table for eight

Reservations: Call Tammy at 336-714-3228

Please reserve space by Wednesday, April 25.

Knights distribute funds

Courtesy Photo

Siobann Trovers and Cassie Walenciak, teachers at Old Town Global Academy in

Winston-Salem, receive a check presented by Dave Shepherd, treasurer ofKnights of
Columbus Council 8509.

During the Knights of Columbus Annual Awards Dinner at Holy Cross Church in

Kernersville March 29, $40,576 was distributed among 24 organizations in the

Winston-Salem area. About 90 membersfrom four area councils attended the dinner,

including Council 9499 in Clemmons, Council 8509 in Kernersville, and Councils

2829 and 10504 in Winston-Salem.

Thefunds were distributed to Carter Vocational High School; Community Classroom

Living Skills Program; Marvin Ward Elementary School; Old Town Global Academy;

Senior Services, Inc. ; South Fork Elementary School; and Union Cross Elementary

School.

On behalfof Union Cross Elementary School, Eileen Nutter received a special award

for outstanding participation in assisting the Knights during the annual Tootsie Roll

fundraising campaign.

You are Invitecf

To tHe 2007

''Life is Sweet''

^ro-Life Conference

& dessert SociaC

Hosted by Charlotte area Right to Life

Saturday, May 5*^ i :00 - 4:00pm

St. Gabriel Catholic Church Parish Center

Featuring Debi Vinnedge

Founder of Children of God for Life

Plus, Break-out Sessions on:

• Embryonic Stem Cells

• Posf Abortion Issues

• Sidewalk Prayer &
Counseling

www.CharlotteLife.org
© www.camilleallen com
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Charlotte diocese found in

compliance with charter

Overall audit results encouraging,

review hoard chair says

CHARTER, from page 1

during 2007.

However, four dioceses that were

not found in compliance in 2005 refused

to participate in the 2006 audit.

"The overall results of the 2006

audit are encouraging," said Patricia

O'Donnell Ewers, chairwoman of the

bishops' all-lay National Review Board.

But she described the refiisal of four

dioceses to participate as "discouraging

news."

Two— the Diocese ofLincoln, Neb.,

and the Melkite Eparchy of Newton,

Mass.— had refused to participate in the

2005 audits as well and were supposed

to undergo full audits. The Diocese of

Baker, Ore., and the Eparchy of Our
Lady ofDeliverance ofNewark (N.J.) for

Syriacs refused partial audits that would

have focused on those areas where they

did not meet compliance standards in

2005.

William A. Gavin, president of the

Massachusetts-based Gavin Group,
which conducted the audits, reported that

among the dioceses that were audited in

2006 only the Cincirmati Archdiocese

and the Diocese of Burlington, Vt., were

found to be not yet fully compliant with

the abuse response and child protection

standards set by the bishops' "Charter

for the Protection of Children and Young
People."

The remaining problem in both

dioceses was the need to complete

the safe environment training of all

volunteers who work with children, he

said.

He told Catholic News Service

that both dioceses have been "very

conscientious" about working toward

fiall compliance and he expects they will

reach that goal this year.

The report on the 2006 audits,

prepared by the bishops' Office of Child

and Youth Protection, was released

by Bishop William S. Skylstad of

Spokane, Wash., president of the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops, after

the National Review Board reviewed it

and recommended its publication.

Noting the high level of compliance

on all articles of the charter. Bishop

Skylstad said, "Vigilance to ensure the

safety of children is now a way of life."

"In the last five years we have made
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Abuse Allegations

The number of abuse allegations
and offenders has been on the
decline since 2004.
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enormous progress, yet we must continue

to proceed steadfastly," he said.

2006 was a transition year for the

audits. To adjust better to the rhythms

of parish and diocesan life that are built

around the school year and summer
vacation time, future audits will go from

July 1 to June 30 instead of Jan. 1 to Dec.

3 1 . All dioceses are to receive a full 2007

audit, which will look at compliance

from July 2006 to June 2007.

At the review board's suggestion,

with the approval of the USCCB, for

the transition year of 2006, audits were

required only for those who failed full

compliance with one or more charter

requirements in the 2005 audit, and those

audits focused only on the 2005 elements

of noncompliance.

Teresa M. Kettelkamp, executive

director of the USCCB Office of Child

and Youth Protection, said the audits

C
Cc
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show that "the church has done a lot"

to protect children from sex abuse and

respond to it when it occurs.

"But ... this does not mean the job

is done," she said. "Victims continue

to come forward and a welcoming
hand needs to reach out to them.

Children still need our protection and

safe environments must be maintained

for them."

During the past fiscal year, the

Diocese of Charlotte provided $11,880

in financial assistance to or on behalf

of victims, all of which was used for

counseling services. As in the past, none

of these fimds came from the Diocesan

Support Appeal or from parish savings.

"The diocese's responsibility to

safeguard the young and the vulnerable

is fiarther fulfilled through screening

of employees and volunteers," said

David Hains, diocesan director of

communications. In the past fiscal year,

more than 4,500 background checks

were processed.

The review board of the diocese

investigates allegations of church worker

sexual misconduct, Hains said.

In the last fiscal year, the review

board investigated five allegations of

misconduct. Of those allegations two

involved members of the clergy. In

the first case the member of clergy is

deceased. The other member, while

no longer serving in the Diocese of

Charlotte, was removed from priestly

ministry.

"These activities represent a

significant commitment by the diocese

to provide a safe environment for our

children and young people," said Hains.

The cost of the various programs totaled

$70,937 during the fiscal year.

Stajf Writer Karen A. Evans and
Director of Communications David
Hains contributed to this story.
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Pope celebrates 80th

birthday with IVIass, thanks

POPE, from page 1

concert, dozens of written testimonials

and a giant birthday cake in the shape of

the Vatican.

Some 50,000 people, including

German pilgrims wearing traditional

dress, jammed into St. Peter's Square for

the liturgy. The altar area was surrounded

by thousands of flowers — yellow and

white, the colors of the Vatican.

Cardinals and bishops processed

with the pontiff through the square

to a canopied altar area on the steps

of the basilica. Seated near the front

were German civil authorities from the

pope's native Bavaria and ecumenical

representatives from Orthodox churches.

Greeting the pope in the name of the

College of Cardinals, Cardinal Angelo

Sodano said his 80th birthday marked a

moment of "spiritual joy" for the entire

church.

He thanked the pope for guiding

the church with love during the first two
years of his pontificate.

In his sermon, the pope appeared a

little reticent about being the focus of the

Mass, saying the liturgy should not be

the place "to speak about oneself." But

he added that one's personal life can also

offer lessons about God's mercy.

The pope said he always felt he

was given a special gift by being bom
on Holy Saturday, at "the begiiming of

Easter." In a sense, he said, he was bom
into his personal family and the larger

family of the church on the same day.

He said his family helped lead him
to God, and he expressed his gratitude

to his own father, mother, sister and

brother. The only surviving member
of his immediate family, Msgr. Georg
Ratzinger, sat near the papal altar.

The pope described his priestly

ordination in 1951 as a tuming point in

his life. As he approached the ordination

Mass, he said, "the awareness of the

poverty ofmy existence in the face ofthis

new task weighed upon me."

But during the ordination, he said,

he came to realize that he would not be

alone when he heard the invocation of

the saints and the words of Christ in the

Gospel: "I no longer call you slaves ... I

will call you fiiends.

"I was able to have a profound

experience: The Lord was not only the

Lord, but also a friend. He placed his

hand in mine and will not leave me," he

said.

As his responsibilities have grown
in life, the fiiendship of Christ has given

him the strength to face them, he said.

There is a lesson here for everyone, he

added.

"The mercy of God accompanies

us day by day. We only need to have a

vigilant heart in order to perceive it," he

said.

"We're too inclined to notice only

the daily toil that's been imposed on us,

as sons of Adam. But if we open our

hearts, we can see continually how good
God is with us," he said.

At the end of the Mass, the pope said

he was moved by the vast crowd that had

gathered in the square.

"From the depth of my heart, I

renew my most sincere thanks and
extend it to the entire church, which, like

a tme family, especially in these days,

surrounds me with affection," he said.

The Vatican set up a temporary e-mail

address where people can send birthday

greetings to the pope: http://isidoro.

vatican.va/auguri/auguri.php?lingua=en.

Meanwhile, gifts poured into the

Vatican. The pope's private secretary,

Msgr. Georg Ganswein, said they

included letters, books, flowers, compact

discs and even a giant teddy bear, which

the pope donated to the Bambino Gesu
children's hospital in Rome.

Msgr. Ganswein said the pope had

said he did not want to accept personal

gifts from the faithfial. Those who want to

give something can make an offering that

the pope will use for special church or

humanitarian causes, the papal secretary

said.

One gift the pope did accept was
a cope, or liturgical cloak, given him
by his brother. The pope also received

80 bottles of beer from a brewery near

Freising, Germany.

The pope joined cardinals for a

private birthday lunch at the Vatican

April 16, where he was given a check

for 100,000 euros (about $135,000)

collected by the Roman Curia's cardinals,

designated for the support of Catholic
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communities in the Holy Land.

The Vatican newspaper published

eight pages of articles commenting on
the pope and his ministry, under the main
headline: "Hearts Overflowing With Joy."

"Joy is the key word for the teaching

ministry of this universal pastor," an

editorial said.

At that evening's concert in the

Vatican's audience hall, the pope listened

to the Stuttgart Radio Symphony
Orchestra perform pieces by Mozart and
two other composers.

In a brief talk, the pope said he
was convinced that music is "the

universal language of beauty," capable

of uniting people and reminding them of

franscendent realities.

"Looking back on my life, I thank

God for having placed music alongside

• me almost as a fraveling companion, one

that has always given me comfort and

joy," he said.

Among those attending the
concert was a delegation from the

Orthodox Ecumenical Pafriarchate of

Constantinople, which earlier in the

day gave the pope a congratulatory

message from Ecumenical Patriarch

Bartholomew.

Russian Orthodox Patriarch Alexy
II of Moscow did not come to Rome,
but he also sent a delegation and a

birthday greeting expressing his "special

admiration" for a life dedicated to church

ministry.

"What makes your position
especially convincing is that you as a

theologian are not merely a theoretically

thinking scholar, but above all a sincere

and deeply devoted Christian," Patriarch

Alexy said.

The pafriarch wished the pope good
health and many more years of life.
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President Bush, abortion foes applaud

court's decision to uphold ban

ABORTION, from page 1

George W. Bush, who called partial-

birth abortion an "abhorrent procedure"

in an April 18 statement from the White

House.

"Today's decision affirms that the

Constitution does not stand in the way
of the people's representatives enacting

laws reflecting the compassion and

humanity of America. The partial-birth

abortion ban, which an overwhelming

bipartisan majority in Congress passed

and I signed into law, represents a

commitment to building a culture of life

in America," said Bush.

He signed it into law in 2003, but

because ofcourt challenges it never went

into effect.

"The Supreme Court's decision is

an affirmation of the progress we have

made over the past six years in protecting

hiunan dignity and upholding the sanctity

of life. We will continue to work for the

day when every child is welcomed in life

and protected in law."

Justice Anthony Kennedy, writing

the majority opinion in the Gonzalez

V. Carhart and Gonzales v. Planned

Parenthood cases, said the law's

opponents "have not demonstrated that

the act would be unconstitutional in a

large fraction of relevant cases."

Also voting in the majority were

Chief Justice John Roberts and Justices

Samuel Alito, Antonin Scalia and
Clarence Thomas.

Voting in the minority were Justices

Paul Breyer, Ruth Bader Ginsburg,

David Souter and John Paul Stevens.

In her dissenting opinion, Ginsburg

said the decision "tolerates, indeed

applauds, federal intervention to ban

nationwide a procedure found necessary

and proper in certain cases by the

American College of Obstetricians and

Gynecologists." She added the decision

"refuses to take ... seriously" previous

Supreme Court decisions on abortion.

Six federal courts had ruled the

Iact
had unconstitutionally restricted a

woman's legal right to an abortion. In

October the Supreme Court accepted

cases from California — the Planned

Parenthood case— and Nebraska— the

Dr. Leroy Carhart case. The high court

conducted oral arguments in November.

In what the law calls partial-birth

abortion, also referred to as an "intact

dilation and extraction," a live fetus- is

partially delivered and an incision is

made at the base of the skull, through

which the brain is removed, and then

the dead body is delivered the rest of the

way.

In the 1990s, Congress had twice

passed a ban on partial-birth abortions.

Both times the bills were vetoed by

President Bill Clinton.

In 2000, the Supreme Court struck

down a Nebraska ban on partial-birth

abortions. Writing for a 5-4 majority at

that time, Breyer said the law imposed

an undue burden on a woman's right

to make an abortion decision. Chief

Justice William Rehnquist, who died in

September 2005, and now-retired Justice

Sandra Day O'Connor were both on the

high court at the time this ruling was

issued. O'Coimor sided with the majority,

and Rehnquist with the minority.

In 2003, Congress again passed a

ban on partial-birth abortions, and the

bill was signed into law by Bush.

Kennedy's majority opinion said

therewas "medical disagreement whether

the act's prohibition would ever impose

significant health risks on women"
— a prohibition based in significant part

on the finding that the procedure was

never medically necessary — and that

other procedures exist to abort late-term

pregnancies.

DuringtheNovemberoral arguments.

Solicitor General Paul Clement, who
argued for the federal government,

said Congress had sufficient evidence

that "partial-birth abortions were never

medically necessary, and that safe

alternatives were always available such

that no woman would be prevented

from terminating her pregnancy. As a

result. Congress was entitled to make
a judgment in frjrthering its legitimate

interests that they were going to ban a

particularly gruesome procedure that

blurred the line between abortion and

infanticide."

A brief separate opinion written by

Thomas and joined by Scalia said they

wanted to reiterate their view that "the

court's abortion jurisprudence ... has no

basis in the Constitution."

In statements issued April 18,

abortion opponents rejoiced in the

decision.

"Granted this is a very small step,

but it is the first step away from a society

that looks at the life of an unwanted,

unborn child as nothing more than a

problem that needs to be disposed of,

and the first step toward a society that

respects and values all human life," said

a statement by former Republican Sen.

The
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History of the Act
1995
Congress approves Partial Birth
Abortion Ban Act.

1996
President Clinton vetoes bill. Congress
fails to override veto.

1997
Congress approves Partial Birth
Abortion Ban Act.

1998
Clinton vetoes act again. Congress fails

to override veto.

2003
Oct. 21 — Congress approves act for
third time

Nov. 3 — President George W. Bush
signs bill into law. Court challenges are
filed to stop enforcement of the law.

Sept. 8— U.S. District Judge Richard
Kopf becomes the third federal judge
to rule the act unconstitutional

2005
July 8— Three-judge panel of the
8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
unanimously upholds the Kopf ruling.

April 18— U.S. Supreme Court upholds
the act banning partial-birth abortions.

Source: CNS reports ©2007 CNS

Rick Santorum of Permsylvania, author

of the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act.

"When drafting this legislation, we
were confident that it would withstand

constitutional scrutiny and today's

ruling confirms that belief," said a

statement by Rep. Steve Chabot, R-

Ohio, who sponsored the bill in the

House. "Our legislation was supported

by an overwhelming bipartisan majority

in Congress, signed into law by the

president and has now been upheld by

our highest court."

In praising the decision, Father Frank

Pavone, president of Priests for Life,

said: "Congress and the vast majority of

state legislators and American citizens

have made it clear over the last decade

that this procedure — by which a child

is killed in the very process of delivery

— has no place in a civilized society."

"Finally," said National Right to Life

Committee legislative director Douglas

Johnson, "it is illegal in America to

mostly deliver a premature infant before

puncturing her skull and removing

her brain, which is what a partial-birth

abortion is."

"I am encouraged by the important

strides made by the court today," said

Mailee Smith, staffcounsel ofAmericans

United for Life. "The court sent the

message that it will not strike down
abortion regulations simply because they

are abortion regulations."

"We are waiting for the anti-Catholic

bigots to go bonkers over the fact that

all five of the justices who voted against

infanticide are Roman Catholic," said a

statement by William Donohue, head of

the Catholic League for Religious and

Civil Rights.
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Tragedy strikes Virginia

university campus
SHOOTINGS, from page 1

Teresa Volante, Catholic campus minister

at Virginia Tech, said she had sent out

an electronic notice that the Newman
Center chapel was open for anyone who
wanted to stop in and pray.

But she said the center, located just

off the campus, was rather quiet at that

time since the dormitories on campus

were still locked down and the off-

campus students had been instructed to

stay away.

"I'm here for students to talk to,"

she said.

Later in the afternoon Debbie
McClintock, a volunteer who came in

to help, told Catholic News Service that

people at the center were calm and were

focused on helping anyone who came in.

A prayer service was held at 7 p.m. at

the center.

At St. Mary's Church, the only

Catholic parish in Blacksburg, the

receptionist said the pastor, Father James

Arsenault, had spent more than three

hours at the hospital with those who
were wounded before heading over to the

university to help there.

She said the church would be open all

afternoon, with the Blessed Sacrament

exposed for adoration, followed by a

special Mass in the evening.

Father Rob Cole from Our Lady
of Nazareth Church in Roanoke came
in to celebrate the Mass, since Father

Arsenault was still busy ministering to

victims and their families.

The university president, Charles

Steger, called the shootings "a tragedy

that we consider of monumental
proportions."

Bishop DiLorenzo, who celebrated

a noon Mass for the victims April 17

at the cathedral in Richmond, said his

heart goes out to the parents and family

members of the dead students.

"At this time one cannot help but

think ofthe endless years ofcommitment,

of love and care these parents have

invested in their children and then

to have it all cut dovra by a bullet is

trem.endously sad," he said.

"The tragedy really hit home with

me," he said, because he learned of it at

a chancery luncheon that included two

women who have children studying at

Virginia Tech. He said that fortunately

their children were not harmed.

Emily Flach, a freshman business

majorwho lives on campus, said, "People

are just really shocked. It's unbelievable

that something like this happened."

She told CNS at 3 p.m. that many
students had not eaten all day because

of the lockdown and a remaining
uncertainty about whether it was safe to

go out.

She said her dormitory is about

three minutes' walk from West Ambler
Johnston, the dormitory where two
students were killed in the first shooting

about 7:15 a.m.

Two hours later the gunman,
identified as Cho Seung-Hui, a 23-year-

old senior from South Korea, attacked

students attending classes in Norris Hall,

an engineering building, shooting more
than 40 people before killing himself as

police were closing in.

The initial death toll was placed at

22, including Cho, but as the day wore

on the number of confirmed dead rose

to 33.

When Flach learned there would be

a prayer service at the Newman Center

that evening, she said she thought that

was a good idea. "I think the best thing

we can do is come together ... and pray

for everyone," she said.

Anne Greenwood, a second-year

graduate student in history, said she

was in a conference room in the Major

Williams building, when Cho began

shooting people at nearby Norris Hall.

She said the first notice the group she

was with had about the shootings was
when they began receiving campus e-mail

around 9:30 a.m. In quick succession,

messages from the adminisfration said

there had been a shooting in a residence

hall, then warned everyone that a gunman
was still on campus and that they should

stay inside.

Greenwood said the people she was

with were unsure whether they were

hearing gunshots because of extreme

high winds at the time.

"To be quite honest, it was scary as

hell," she said.

Speaking with CNS a couple of

hours after students were allowed to

leave the campus. Greenwood said the
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impact of the gunman's toll was still

hitting her.

"I'm having a hard time dealing with

the fact that so many died," she said.

The April 16 shooting was the

deadliest on-campus attack in U.S.

history. Before that the worst was at the

University of Texas in Austin in 1966,

when a gunman climbed a clock tower

and killed 16 people before police killed

him.

Last year on the first day of classes

for the 2006-07 school year at Virginia

Tech, an escaped inmate was captured

near the campus after he allegedly
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shot and killed a sheriff's deputy and a

security guard. While the search for the

inmate was on, classes were canceled,

the Virginia Tech campus was closed and

students and staff were ordered to stay

indoors.

Virginia Tech has about 26,000

students. Volante said about 800 to 1,000

of the students regularly attend Sunday

Mass at the Newman Center or are

involved in activities there.

Contributing to this story were
Jerry Filteau and Patricia Zapor in

Washington.
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Nation shocked, bewildered by campus tragedy

U.S. colleges offer prayers for Virginia

Tech, counseling to students

BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Shaken
students and employees at colleges and

universities across the country turned to

prayer, counseling and various types of

outreach as they tried to understand the

carnage that left 33 people, including at

least 12 Catholics, dead at Virginia Tech

in Blacksburg, Va., April 16.

Campus ministry programs in Ohio,

Pennsylvania and New York were among
those compiling books of prayers from

students for their counterparts at the

southwestern Virginia university. A
23-year-old student, Cho Seung-Hui, is

believed to have killed 32 students and

faculty members and wounded more
than a dozen others before turning one of

the two guns he had on himself

That same day and in the following

week, special Masses and vigils were

plarmed at campuses in many states.

Colleges thousands of miles away were

quick to offer counseling help for their

own students as they tried to come to

grips with the idea that people very

much like themselves could be killed

while attending aGerman or engineering

class.

Catholic campus ministry programs

at state and private universities began

putting together books of prayers from

their students which will be forwarded

to Virginia Tech. At William Paterson

University inNew Jersey, Father Louis J.

Scurti, the Catholic campus minister, was
planning a memorial Mass later in the

week and encouraging representatives of

other faiths to participate.

"It's what we can do to be in

solidarity with the students of Virginia

Tech," he told Catholic News Service.

Though the two schools are quite

different in makeup and locale, he said

he was surprised at how many parents

had called, seeking his reassurance that

the same thing could not happen to their

children.

"All I can tell them is we have a

disaster plan in place, we've tried to

prepare," he said. ,

Across the country in Utah, Michael

K. Young, president of the University

of Utah, expressed "deep sorrow and
shock at this senseless and horrific act

of violence. My deepest condolences go
to the entire Virginia Tech commimity,

especially the victims and their families

and friends."

He added that at his school officials

would see what they could learn from
"this tragic event to aid our ongoing
efforts to promote campus safety."

In Virginia, atMarymount University

in Arlington, student body president

Jarrett Kealey, a senior from Philadelphia,

likened the atmosphere around the small

Catholic university to that following the

Sept. 1 1 , 2001 , terrorist attacks.

Not only was what happened
at Virginia Tech the sole topic of
conversation, but "people are going out

oftheir way to be nice, to hold a door and

so on," Kealey said.

Many of Marymount's students

come from the same part of suburban

Washington that accounts for about a

quarter of Virginia Tech's enrollment.

"There's really a lot of connection

between us," Kealey said, noting that

some Marymount students likely went to

high school with Virginia Tech students.

Marymount held an interfaith prayer

service April 17 to pray for victims,

their families and friends. The school

also put together a "remembrance wall"

with large posters on which Marymount
students were invited to write thoughts,

prayers and condolences. The posters

were to be forwarded to Virginia Tech,

along with donations for a memorial that

were to be collected at Marymount's
spring fair the weekend ofApril 21-22.

"As I said at the prayer service, we're

260 miles from Virginia Tech. We're

in two different worlds," Kealey said.

"But not yesterday and not whenever
something like this happens."

The Catholic University ofAmerica

also made a tribute wall available on

its campus. The school in Washington

arranged for an eight-hour eucharistic

vigil at a campus chapel, where the

campus community was invited to offer

prayers.

Across town at Georgetown
University, an ecumenical interfaith prayer

service was held the night of the shootings

and another one the following day.

Those three schools, along with

dozens ofother colleges and universities,

also offered counseling help.

Such assistance may well be
needed for months afterward, said a

spokeswoman for Dawson College in

Montreal, where an 18-year-old student

was killed and 19 others injured by a

gvmman in September. A student services

spokeswoman said counselors are still

working at the campus.

Closer to Virginia Tech, the campus
ministry program for the University of

Virginia in Charlottesville geared up to

offer assistance to their own students.
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Mike School, a youth minister at St.

Thomas Aquinas Church, which serves

the university, said the students in

Charlottesville feel a great connection to

the students in Blacksburg.

"A lot of them grew up in Virginia,"

he said. "They have a lot of connections

to students there."

School said the ministry team at St.

Thomas was anticipating that reactions

would be strong once the names of all the

victims are released. About one-third of

the students at the University of Virginia

are Catholic, and School said he expects

many of them will turn to the parish in

the coming weeks.

Meanwhile tensions remained high

as grade schools and universities in at

least 10 other states had bomb threats

or security scares April 17 that led to

evacuations or lockdowns.

"Each school in the Diocese of

Charlotte has an individual crisis-

management plan in place that addresses

various situations, including lockdowns,"

said Linda Cherry, superintendent for

diocesan Catholic schools.

Contributing to this story was Staff

Writer Karen A. Evans.

Pope saddened
by massacre at

Virginia Tech
BY ALICIA AMBROSIO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Pope Benedict

XVI was deeply saddened by the massacre

at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg and prayed

for the victims and their families, said the

Vatican secretary of state.

Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone sent a

telegram to Bishop Francis X. DiLorenzo

of Richmond, Va., expressing the pope's

condolences to all those affected by the

April 16 shooting that left at least 33

people dead, including the killer.

Cardinal Bertone said in the wake of

the "senseless tragedy" Pope Benedict

asked him to assure the victims, their

families and the entire school community
of his prayers.

Pope Benedict "asks God our Father

to console all those who mourn and to

grant them that spiritual strength which

triumphs over violence," Cardinal

Bertone said.

The text of the telegram follows:

The Most Rev. Francis X. DiLorenzo ^
Bishop ofRichmond (USA)

Deeply saddened by news of the

shooting at Virginia Tech, His Holiness

Pope Benedict XVI has asked me to

convey the assurance of his heartfelt

prayers for the victims, their families

andfor the entire school community. In

the aftermath of this senseless tragedy

he asks God our Father to console all

those who mourn and to grant them that

spiritual strength which triumphs over

violence by the power of forgiveness,

hope and reconciling love.

Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone

Secretary ofState

CNS PHOTO BY Brendan Bush, Reuters

Members of Virginia Tech's Corp of Cadets pray in the War Memorial Chapel at the university in Blacksburg,

Va., April 1 6. A gunman, later identified as a Virginia Tech student, shot dozens of people at the school

earlier that day
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: APRIL 29, 2007

Faith, 'spiritual entrepreneurs'

profiled in two books
REVIEWED BY

RACHELLE LINNER

BOSTON (CNS)— In the aftermath

of Sept. 11, 2001, three women came
together to write a children's book
exploring connections among the

monotheistic religions. Ranya Idliby

is an American Muslim of Palestinian

descent; Suzanne Oliver, bom and raised

Catholic, is an Episcopalian; and Priscilla

Warner is a Reform Jew.

Fairly quickly they realized their

ignorance of one another's religions and

embarked on the dialogue they narrate in

"The Faith Club: A Muslim, a Christian,

a Jew — Three Women Search for

Understanding." They examined harmful

stereotypes, struggled with faith and

belief, attended religious services and

developed genuine friendships.

Early in the dialogue Oliver and

Warner wrestled with anti-Semitism

"arising from insensitive portrayals of

the Crucifixion." Oliver, who "couldn't

believe that she was trying to take away
from me the most essential story of

Christianity," truly listens to Warner's

"primal fears and discomfort."

Idliby is articulate in portraying the

pain of Palestinians. "It is quite a burden

when your national identity becomes an

existential challenge, synonymous with

anti-Semitism."

The book explores Idliby's

experience of "religious homelessness"

and her gratitude that Warner and Oliver

rescued her from "spiritual isolation

and frustration" while she sought (and

eventually found) a mosque that could

"sustain our family's understanding of

the Muslim faith and God."

Inevitably, what they learn leads

to dissonance with their religious

c6mmunities. Idliby faces the most
difficult situation because "my religion

is in a state of crisis." Oliver, who
initially felt "confidence that Christianity

was a superior religion," finds herself

questioning its doctrines. Warner narrates

her long struggle "to come to terms

with my feelings about Israel" and
her decision to "speak as a Jew with a

Palestinian friend."

Their discussion took the shape it did

because of the women's shared belief in

"the equality, legitimacy and validity of

all religious traditions as paths to God."

The Rev. Katharine Rhodes
Henderson's "God's Troublemakers: How
Women ofFaith Are Changing the World"

is an exciting study of 20 "spiritual

entrepreneurs" whose "work covers the

gamut from direct services for immediate

needs to advocacy and education designed

to provoke systematic change."

Deeply concerned about "the relative

silence and invisibility of the religious

left in Amdrica" she hopes to clarify

a "distinctive public voice" to "forge

a new identity for progressives as

culture shapers and consensus builders,

defusing the now dangerous escalation of

fundamentalist energies."

Rev. Henderson borrows the

psychiatric term "holding environment"

to describe the "work of transformation"

that "takes place in spaces set apart from

the wider milieu wherein new insights and

behaviors can be modeled and incubated,

where alternatives to mainstream culture

can be envisioned and practiced."

Her examples include the Rev.

Heima Hahn, a Methodist minister whose
Rainbow Center provides services "to

women who experience bicultural and

biracial challenges"; Rabbi Mychael
Springer, who founded a gospel choir at

a Jewish hospital; and Coimie Baugh,

who created the Presbyterian-sponsored

Church of Gethsemane "to minister

specifically to the needs of ex-prisoners

and their families."

Rev. Henderson analyzes their

collaborative style ofleadership. "Sharing

authority and leading from the back seem
to involve less ego, yet have the effect of

strengthening the group, freeing others to

become more deeply engaged, more able

to offer their insights and skills to the

challenge at hand. Notably absent from

these women's definition of leadership

was a desire for power as a form of

personal clout."

This is a book of vocation stories,

of the formative influences that allow

women to bridge boundaries and create

places to "gather in people others have

shimned or neglected."

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Fanicl...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a preci.sc Appointment Windo\v so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

J- Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 c:oncord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counSes

vv vvw.3wavplumbing.coni Proud member of St. James Church

April 29, Fourth Sunday of

Easter

Cycle C Readings:

1) Acts 13:14, 43-52

Psalm 100:1-2,3,5

2) Revelation 7:9, 14b-17

3) Gospel: John 10:27-30

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Suffering, salvation

common bonds for

all mankind
Hunger? Thirst? The oppressive

po'wer of these dogged and ruthless

scourges of humankind is unknown to

most of us living in the post-industrial

world of the United States or other

prosperotis coimtries.

Sure, we might occasionally miss

a meal or two; even, in extraordinary

circumstances, go to bed hungry. We may
once in a while get really thirsty, stuck in

a hot place with no ready supply of safe

water. But the gnawing, life-threatening

hunger that is the daily bread of millions

the world over? The tongue-thickening,

mind-numbing thirst that haunts the

days and nights of huge populations in

underdeveloped regions? Most of us

have no concept.

So, in Sunday's reading from
Revelation, when we hear feeding the

hungry and giving drink to the thirsty as

images of salvation, we carmot perhaps

understand them as profoundly as those

who live less sheltered lives.

But there is another image here

which speaks to all of us, even if we've
never ached with deep himger or never

been driven to despair by lasting thirst.

Because everyone understands tears.

Everyone, even ifonly as a child, has cried

— from frustration and abandonment,

from anger and grief, froiil pain and

loneliness and fear.

No one lives very long in this world

without suffering defeats, small and
great. We all know disappointment,

betrayal, isolation, loss. Friendships can

fail, marriages can fracture, families

and nations and communities of faith

can tear themselves apart. Dreams and

relationships and loved ones die. And
whether our tears flow easily and often,

or stay pooled within our broken hearts,

we all weep.

That's why, when the Scriptures tell

us that in the great cosmic victory of

Christ, of which his resurrection is the

first taste and the absolute guarantee,

"God will wipe away every tear from our

eyes," it is good news in which we can

all rejoice.

Questions:

Who has helped wipe away the tears

from your eyes? How can you- express

your gratitude? Who do you know tliat is

suffering? What's one specific way you

can offer consolation?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 22-28

Sunday (Third Sunday of Easter), Acts 5:27-32, 40-41, Revelation 5:11-14, John 21:1-19;

Monday (St. George, St. Adalbert), Acts 6:8-15, John 6:22-29; Tuesday (St. Fidelis), Acts

7:51-8:1, John 6:30-35; Wednesday (St. Mark), 1 Peter 5:5-14, Mark 16:15-20; Thursday,

Acts 8:26-40, John 6:44-51; Friday, Acts 9:1-20, John 6:52-59; Saturday (St. Peter Chanel,

St. Louis de Montfort), Acts 9:31-42, John 6:60-69.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 29-MAY 5

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Easter), Acts 13:14, 43-52, Revelation 7:9, 14-17, John 10:27-30;

Monday (St. Pius V), Acts 11:1-18, John 10:1-10; Tuesday (St. Joseph the Worker), Acts

11:19-26, John 10:22-30; Wednesday (St. Athanasius), Acts 12:24-13:5, John 12:44-50;

Thursday (Sts. Philip and James), 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, John 14:6-14; Friday, Acts 13:26-33,

John 14:1-6; Saturday, Acts 13:44-52, John 14:7-14.

Departs October 31, 2007

Classic European Tour
start in Paris - End in Rome. Ask to travel on the same bus with other Catholics.

15 Days ^$1838*
Includes Paris (3 nights); Geneva, Switzerland (2 nights); w/ine tasting in Beaune; Red Cross

Museum; Sisteron, France; French Riviera; Nice, France (2 nights); Pisa (leaning tower);

Montecatini-Terme, Italy (3 nights); Florence; Siena; Tuscany; Rome (2 nigtits); Vatican tour;

Sistine Chapel & morel *Price includes escort, hotels, 17 meals, motor-coach sight-seeing,

and taxes; per person / double occupancy. Add $1000 for round trip airfare from Charlotte.

For information, reservations and brochure call 7 days a week:

'YOU/? M/\A/' TOURS 1800-968-7626
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Retired.
Not retiring.

Kathy has her own idea of wellness. Some days, it's a hole-in-one.

Other times, it's gardening, gourmet dining, and grandchildren.

Soon, she'll have more time for it all. Being carefree feels good.

Living here will feel great... like hitting the green. Because

here, wellness is a way of life.

Pennybyrn at Maryfield is opening soon and residence

selection is becoming limited - act now!

pgMKlVBVKKJ
at MARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd. High Point. NC 27260

(336) 886-4103 or (866) 627-9343

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God

«^ MAG/CNH/Ret3

CNS PHOTO BY Carlos Weaver, courtesy of Maximus Group

Mike Sweeney, captain of the Kansas City Royals baseball team, and daughter McKara greet Phoenix

Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted outside the debut screening of the DVD "Champions of Faith: Baseball Edition"

in Phoenix March 25. The DVD was released on opening day of the 2007 baseball season.

New DVD highlights Catholic

faith of top baseball stars
BY REBECCA BOSTIC
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

PHOENIX— Baseball is filled with

champions who perform well on the

field. But it is also packed with what Tom
Allen and Jose Morales have dubbed

"champions of faith."

Allen, president and editor in chief

of Catholic Exchange, and Morales, host

of the "Catholic Exchange Today" radio

program, decided to seek out Catholics

in baseball a few years ago. The result is

"Champions of Faith: Baseball Edition."

The movie premiered March 25 in

Phoenix and the DVD was to be released

at the beginning of the 2007 baseball

season April 1.

"We wanted to make a film that

would appeal to the lukewarm Catholics,

the majority. The ones that are out there

more intent on watching ESPN and

Fox Sports than on going to confession

regularly or going to Mass," Allen said

at the premiere. "We're honoring God,

we're honoring the Catholic Church and

we're also honoring these amazing guys

who speak so courageously, beautifially,

eloquently and powerfially about their

Catholic faith."

Major League Baseball players

Mike Piazza of the Oakland Athletics,

Jeff Suppan of the Milwaukee Brewers

and Mike Sweeney of the Kansas
City Royals attended the premiere of

"Champions of Faith."

"We are all going to be in heaven

someday because of Jesus Christ and this

is a tool we can use to give to our loved

ones so that we can share eternity with

them," Sweeney said of the film. "We
have to be proud of our faith."

The 60-minute DVD focuses on

only a handful of the more than 20

players, coaches and managers featured

— highlighting a difficulty each faced

as a person or player and how their faith

helped them manage that problem. These

extremely personal stories are broken

up with spiritually themed montages of
quotes fi-om players regarding baseball

and their faith.

Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted of

Phoenix said he immensely enjoyed the

film and hopes it will help Catholics

overcome the too-common gap between

their faith and daily life.

"I was especially impressed by the

witness to their Catholic faith given

by Mike Sweeney, Mike Piazza, Jeff

Suppan and others," Bishop Olmsted

said. "As an avid baseball fan, it was

fun to get an inside story on some of

my favorite players. And as a bishop, it

was heartening to see such great athletes

speaking candidly about their love of

Christ."

Robert Escobedo, a member of St.

Thomas the Apostle Parish in Phoenix,

also enjoyed hearing the testaments

of faith from the athletes in the fihn,

admitting that he was surprised by the

faith of those featured.

"I am such a big Mike Piazza fan

and followed him ever since he left the

Dodgers and I wasn't aware he was as

into his Catholic faith as he obviously

is," Escobedo told The Catholic Sun,

Phoenix's diocesan newspaper. "I'm a

big baseball fan, I'm Catholic and I love

my faith, but I was really impressed with

the way they tied the two together. It was

very inspirational."

Allen and Morales hope that people

are sufficiently inspired by "Champions

of Faith: Baseball Edition" to support a

possible second movie in the "Champions

of Faith" series. Allen especially hopes

that men will be inspired by this film.

"The principal issue of our time in

the church is a crisis of faith among men.

It goes right to that and speaks to meft

and boys because at this moment in time

men are not the leaders of their families

in prayer, faith and Mass attendance,"

Allen said. "Hopefully, 'Champions of

Faith' can start a movement."
^
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Portraying Good Friday

CouRTBY Photo

Ivan Rodriguez, center, portrays Jesus during a reenactment ofthe Crucifixion at Holy

Cross Church in Kernersville April 6.

The presentation was ajointpartnership ofthe Hispanic and Anglo members ofHoly

Cross Church. Approximately 300 people took part in the procession and 50 others

portrayed the various roles. Many of the actors were members of the Knights of

Columbus, the Columbiettes and religious Hispanic Community, as well as the youth

ofthe parish.

Also pictured are Noel Rodriguez, far left, andJoseph Villasenor, far right, portraying

the thieves.

Courtesy Photo

Parishioners ofSt. Francis ofAssisi Church in Mocksville portray Jesus and a Roman

soldier during a live dramatization of the Via Crucis — the 14 steps in the journey

from the conviction to the crucifixion and entombment ofJesus — at the church April

6. This live devotional is a custom found in Mexico, Central and South America, the

Philippines and other countries.

Come Grow With Us
Financial Advisors

TRIUNE Triune Capital Advisors, LLC is a faith-based, full service
'

'

broker-dealer firm. Our commitment is to high ethical

standards, professional and personal growth for you and your

clients. If you are already licensed and are sincere about making

a difference in people's lives, contact us.

Sarah Westbrook

704-714-2202

swestbrook@triunecapital.com

201 S. College St. — Suite 100

Charlotte, NC 28244
Member NASD Member SIPC

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION

St Paul the Apostle Church is a community that is committed to

Intergenerational Catechesis and is seeking an experienced Director of

Faith Fomiation. The position will be open as of July 1 , 2007.

Candidate must be a practicing Catholic with a master's degree in Catholic

theology and a minimum of five years pastoral experience. Send resume

and references to: Susie Barnes, SL Paul the Apostle Catholic Church, 2715

Horse Pen Creek Rd, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (336) 294-6149; e-mail

sbames@stpaulcc.opg.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
St Paul Education Center, a vibrant Pre K-Grade 8 parish school of 225 students in historic New Bern, N. C, is

seeldng a dedicated, dynamic and crealive visionary for Principal to cany on the strong tradition of academic

excellence and Catholic faith fomiation for our diverse student body. An exceptbnal elementary/middle school,

steeped in Catholic tradition, SPEC has just completed re-accreditation through the Southem Assodation of

Colleges and Schools (SACS). Ttie school enjoys outstanding support from the Pastor, parents and staff within this

growing parish community of 1 ,780 families.

The successful candidate will;

a) be a highly qualified, committed, practicing Catholic, in good standing with the Church

b) exhibit strong leadership, integrity, sound judgment excellent communication and organization skills

c) possess a master's degree in Educational Administration/Leadership with a minimum of 3-5 years' experience

in Catholic schools, preferably as a school Principal

d) possess or be eligible to be licensed as an administrator by the N.C. Department of Public Instructfon.

Salary will be commensurate with education, experience and qualifications. Contract year begins July 2007.

Deadline for receipt of applications is April 27, 2007. For further infomnation and qualifications visit our website at

wvwv.stpaulccnewbem.org.

To apply, please fonward cover letter, resume and credentials by e-mail to specsearch@yahoo.com or by mail to:

Principal Search Committee, St Paul Catholic Church,3005 Country Club Road,New Bern, North Carolina 28562.

DIRECTOR OF DIOCESAN HOUSING CORPORATION
The Catholic Diocese of Chariotte Housing Corporation is seeking a full-time director to provide

vision and leadership to a developing housing ministry. A complete job description for this position

can be found at vwi/w.cdchousingcorp.org. Position includes competitive salary and benefits

package. To be considered for tills position, submit a resume postinarked by May 4, 2007 to:

1
Gerard A. Carter, CDCHC

1123 Soutii Church Stiieet

Chariotte, NC 2820^003 or email gacarter@chariottedk)cese.org.

IJ

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE
HOUSING CORPORATION

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CNAs & AIDES: In-home aide company hiring

NC-licensed CNAs and experienced caregivers

for work in the greater Charlotte area. Must be

trustworthy and passionate about helping seniors.

Day, evening, overnight and live-in shifts available.

Call Partners In Care, 8am-5pm, for interview.

704-554-9904.

FOR RENT

HOUSE: 3 BR/2 Vi B. University area with

2-car garage on private lot and quiet street. 5825

Nicholas Ave., Charlotte,NC 28269. $1 100/month.

704-968-8579.

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For infonnation, call (704) 370-3332.
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St. Patrick parishioners feed

homeless on Easter

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Parishioners from St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte prepare dinner at the Uptown Shelter in Charlotte

April 8. Several volunteers prepare and serve dinner to about 100-1 50 homeless men on the second

Sunday of every other month, which fell on Easter this month.

Sharing their mission

C'jurte w Photo

Josh Voitus, Paul McNulty and John Eckert, seminarians for the Diocese of Charlotte, speak to middle

school students at St. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem April 2. The seminarians recently visited

three Triad-area schools to talk with the students about their vocations as priests.

Join our Oratodan Coniregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHERI
As priests and lay men, our comntunity lives without

vows and serves Cod's people nun)erous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more 3bout serving God witti us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO Tine Oratory

P O Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

^GODT ME//AGE FROM
/CRIPTURE^

A/PIRITUAL RETREAT
WITH REV. MR. CURTI/T R TODD

MAY 18-20, 2007
^

LIVING WATER/
CATHOLIC REFLECTION CENTER

MAGGIE VALLEY, NC
Come to the Smoky Mountains of North Carolina to

praise and worship God's creative and diverse

beauty. This retreat is meant to be an experience in

spirituality and personal reflection. It will provide an

opportunity for participants to encounter nature while

experiencing the pleasures of silence, peaceful

reflection and prayer.

Our world today offers us few opportunities to "steal

away" for prayer, reflection and rest. We must

develop our spirituality and attune it to our times, as

each of us has an individual spiritual path.

Living Waters Catholic Reflection Center in beautiful

Maggie Valley will be the setting. Participants will enjoy private room accommodations, five (5) meals,

sessions for spiritual understanding and reflection as well as time to "steal away" and have a true experience

in God's creation. For more infomiation on the Center go to the website - http://vww.catholicretreat.org.

The Retreat begins Friday, H/lay 18th. Please arrive at 5 pm. The retreat concludes after lunch on Sunday,

May 20th. Our Spiritual Leader will be Rev. Mr Curtiss R Todd.

Cost: $100 per person - Advance registration and payment required. Space is limited.

REGISTRATION - ONE PERSON PER FORM

Name:

Address:

.

Phone:

In case of emergency contact:

,

Name:

Phone:

Relationship:.

E-Mail Address:

Fonn of Payment: Personal Check Money Order Certified Check

Date of Registration:

(SORRY, NO CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED)

Complete the registration form, attach your payment and return

by Friday, May 4th to:

African American Affairs Ministry

Diocese of Charlotte

1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

1^
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Search for truth succeeds only

through faith in Jesus, pope says

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
human search for truth can succeed only

through faith in Jesus Christ, who is

truth. Pope Benedict XVI said.

"Faith in Christ grants the

true knowledge which the ancient

philosophers had sought through the use

of reason," the pope said April 18 at his

weekly general audience.

The writings of St. Clement of

Alexandria, the pope said, outline how
a believing Christian can and should

use both faith and reason to "reach an

intimate knowledge ofthe truth, which is

Jesus Christ, the word of God."

The joining of faith and reason, he

said, "leads to true philosophy, that is,

the real understanding ofthe path to take

in one's life."

Pope Benedict said St. Clement

explainedhow knowledge ofChrist must

become "a living reality; it is not just

a theory. It is a life force, a union with

transforming love."

St. Clement explained how "the

ultimate aim of human life is to become
similar to God," the pope said. "We are

created in the image and likeness ofGod,

but this is also a challenge, a journey.

Our final aim and ultimate destination is

to become similar to God."

The pope said the fact that people

are created in God's image allows them

"to know the divine reality."

Knowledge of God, he said, comes

first through faith but grows through the

practice of moral virtues.

St. Clement insisted that correct

moral conduct must accompany the

intellectual search for truth and for God,

he said.

"The two go together because one

cannot know something without living

it and cannot live something without

knowing it," said the pope.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience April 18.

Dear brothers and sisters,

In our catechesis on the fathers and

teachers ofthe early church, we now turn

to St. Clement ofAlexandria.

As head of the catechetical school

of Alexandria, Clement promoted a

fiiiitfiil encounter between the Gospel and

the Greek philosophical tradition. For

Clement, faith in Christ grants the true

knowledge which the ancient philosophers

had sought through the use of reason.

Faith and reason thus appear as two

necessary and complementary wings

by which the human spirit comes to the

knowledge of Christ, the word of God.

Faith itself, as a divine gift, inspires

a search for a deeper understanding of

God's revelation. As creatures made in

God's image, we are called to become
ever more like him, not only through

the perfection of our intellect, but also

through our growth in the virtues.

Freed fi-om our passions, we are

drawn to contemplate in love the God
* who has revealed himself in Christ. By
his life and teaching, Clement can serve

as a model for all Christians who seek

to give an account of their hope and

especially for catechists and theologians

as they strive to articulate the Christian

faith in a disciplined dialogue with the

great philosophical tradition.

What Catholics Think
How much guidance does religion
provide in your daily life?

''^Catholic priests"^
should be
allowed to be
married.

strongly
agree 36%

somewhat
agree 21%

Survey of Catholic adults nationwide, with a margin of error or plus or minus 2,6 percentage points.

Source: LeMoyne CoHege/Zogby International

©2007 CNS

Reflections on Virginia Tech: Is

there any defense against malice?

Campus ministry helps students cope with stress

Ever since the Columbine High
School massacre in 1999 and the

Washington-area Beltway sniper attacks

of2002, "lockdown" is aword that's been

lifted out of the penitentiary lexicon and

dropped into student handbooks across

the nation. When shots are heard, go

immediately into a protective lockdown

mode and await fiirther instructions fi-om

authorities.

But how do you lock down a

sprawling campus? How do you make
hundreds of campus buildings, replete

with entrances and exits, safe from
armed attackers or hidden bombs? Is

there any defense against malice, and if

there is, how can you tell if and when it's

coming?

It is malice, by the way, that was
operative in the Beltway snipings.

Columbine killings and Virginia Tech

massacre. There is evil in the world.

Malice can find its way into the

minds and hearts ofpersons young or old.

Once there, malicious intent can release

destructive force. Two high school

students killed 12 of their peers and a

teacher and wounded 24 at Columbine

before taking their own lives. One
gunman killed 32 and then himself at

Virginia Tech. The suicide at Virginia

Tech ended the search for a perpetrator

but shed no light on the motive. We
are left to wonder why, as we ponder

prevention possibilities on campuses

everywhere.

On what would have been an

otherwise-normal morning April 16 at

Virginia Tech, a campus community of

some 26,000 was neither ready nor able

to prevent the largest massacre in the

history ofAmerican higher education.

But was the campus community
unprepared? To ask the same question

in another way, was any preparation

possible?

The campus community was not

necessarily unprepared. Yes, preparation

is indeed possible. In the Christian view

of life after death, preparation for life

through death is a definite possibility.

Indeed it is a necessity for the successfixl

completion of a Christian life.

Prevention — as opposed to

preparation — neither is, nor was,

possible at Virginia Tech.

Why?
Because there is no defense against

malice in our world.

But preparation is always possible.

Looking

Around

WILLIAM J.

BYRON
CNS COLUMNIST

There is a preparation for anything in

a person whose human will is aligned

with the will of God. Preparation for

any eventuality is the story of a human
life lived in accord with the will of the

Creator ofthat life.

That's why campus ministry is as

important as the counseling center on a

college campus. Certainly, psychological

trauma requires immediate attention, but

so does the stress on faith and the strain

on spirituality.

Moreover, the power of faith and

religion to ready the human spirit lo
withstand any assault, physical or

psychological, cannot be overestimated.

That's why the church has to provide this

ministry in campus settings that are not

Catholic.

Liturgically — especially
sacramentally — the believer must be

helped to heal in the broken places. Near-

campus parishes and on-campus ministry

centers provide the space and facilitate

the reflection that students need if they

are to permit sacramental grace and the

interpretative fi"amework provided by

the Christian Gospel to work the wonders

they are capable of working.

The physical attractiveness and

proximity of Catholic ministry facilities

to the students is important. The young

must be drawn to them during their

formative years so that they can reflect

on the meaning of life, their purpose in

life and the laws ofGod within which the

good life is to be lived.

Without ministry, we will bepermitting

our young to sleepwalk at their peril

through a world ofgood and evil.

Preparation is always possible even

where prevention fails.
^

Father Byron is a former president

of The Catholic Univeristy of America

in Washington and the University of
Scranton in Scranton, Pa. He is currently

the president ofSt. Joseph 's Preparatory

School in Philadelphia. His e-mail

address is: wbyron@sjprep.org.
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To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone number

of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for

clarity, style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted to The Catholic

News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole or in part, in print,

electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
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America, take control of

yourself
My nephew, Patrick Koptle, is a

junior at Virginia Tech. When I first

learned Monday morning that a student

had been shot to death at the school, I

immediately thought of Patrick, who is

also my godson.

Patrick is a responsible young man,

and before I knew of the horrifying

number of dead that grew throughout the

day, I learned that he was safe.

Patrick had called his mother, who
relayed the news to the rest of the family.

With my prayers answered for him, it

was time to put the needs of the other

victims and their families before God.

Telling tragic stories is one thing that

the media are very good at. We are in a

kind of national living room this week as

we gather around TVs and computers to

learn what we can about this tragic event,

-its victims and its apparently deranged

perpetrator.

All stories have endings, and simply

saying that 33 people are dead isn't

satisfactory. And so, the media look for

more depth.

It seeks an explanation for the

horrific act. Was the campus properly

secured? Why wasn't some kind ofalarm

sounded when two students were killed

in a dormitory, two hours before the

massacre began in Norris Hall?

There has been little discussion so

far of the issue that speaks directly to

the brutality of this particular crime,

as well as the Columbine High School

shooting eight years ago. That issue is

gun control.

Think for a moment what the

national discussion would have centered

on if 33 college students were somehow
killed in a nuclear power accident.

Reactors all over the country would
already be shut down.

If the students were poisoned by
Swiss cheese, the product would be

gone forever from store shelves. But

substitute a gun for cheese and no one

is talking about the consequences of an

armed citizenry. The manufacturer ofthe

gun, the entity most responsible, after

the shooter, for the deaths won't face

the level of media scrutiny that a utility

company or a cheese maker would face.

Our faith gives us plenty of
instruction on this matter. The anti-

gun instruction begins with the Fifth

Commandment in the Books of Exodus
and Deuteronomy — "You shall not

kill"— and goes through modem church

teaching that calls for protection of the

sanctity and dignity of each human life.

I expressed this view on The Catholic

Channel on Sirius satellite radio the day
after the shootings. My opinion touched

off a round of disagreement from other

callers, all of whom cited the U.S.

Constitution — not the Bible or church

teaching — as a justification for gun
ownership.

But it should be pointed out that

while the Second Amendment to the

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID MAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

Constitution may appear to guarantee

gun ownership, it says so in relation to

the establishment of a well-regulated

militia, something that no longer exists.

Also, it goes without saying that for

Catholics holy Scriptvire is a trump card

over the laws of man.

In other words, we can pass laws that

would seek to reduce the annual toll of

30,000 deaths in the U.S. due to firearms.

That, by the way, is 82 people per day.

Sadly, in this country we get more than

two Virginia Techs every day of the

week, Sundays included.

Handguns are designed primarily to

hurt and kill human beings. Possessing

one means that, in addition to the

delusion of self-protection, you are

creating an opportunity for death and

injury for yourself, your family and
even your neighbors through negligence,

accident, depression or anger.

For Patrick's sake, for the sake ofmy
children and yours, this nation needs to

talk seriously about gun control again.

David Hains is the director of
communications for the Diocese of
Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains@
charlottediocese. org.

A podcast ofthis column is available

at www.charlottediocese.org

The ethical will

The church's position on the death penalty
Q. What is the Catholic Church's

position today on the death penalty? My
understanding is that the church strongly

opposes capital punishment, but some
friends insist there is no clear position

one way or another Who is right?

A. The latest authoritative Catholic

statement concerning the death penalty

was issued in a position paper prepared

by the Vatican for the World Congress
Against the Death Penalty in Paris,

February 2007. Its stand against killing

anotherhuman being, for whatever crime,
is clear and strong, as is, by the way, the

teaching of many national bishops'

conferences, including our own.
The document notes that there

has been a growing awareness of the

challenges posed by recent executions.

But Christians recognize the inalienable

dignity of human beings, it said, and
this is the basis for recognizing "the

universality and totality ofhuman rights,

beginning with the right to life."

Use ofthe death penalty, it continues,

is not only a denial ofthe right to life, but

also "an affront to the human dignity

shared by all humankind."

Societies and nations have a duty to

protect their citizens from aggressors,

but it is "hardly possible" to justify

the use of capital punishment today.

States now have at their disposal other

means of "effectively preventing crime
by rendering one who has committed

an offense incapable of doing harm
— without definitively taking away
from him the possibility of redeeming
himself (quoting Pope John Paul 11 's

encyclical "Gospel of Life").

The position paper notes that every

instance of capital punishment incurs a

number of risks: the danger ofpunishing

innocent persons; the tendency to

promote a violent form ofrevenge rather

than a real sense of justice in society;

and contempt for the Gospel teaching on
forgiveness.

Taking of life, it claims, "never

attains the worthy objectives for which
societies punish offenders, although it

may temporarily assuage the appetite for

vengeance."

An increasing number of law
enforcement and judicial officials agree

that the death penalty rarely ifever deters

people from criminal activity; that it is

administered with gross inequities; that

men and women are executed only to

discover later that they were innocent;

and that blind revenge, not any higher

moral motive, too often powers demands
for the execution of criminals.

The point was made strongly two
years ago by U.S. Supreme Court Justice

Ruth Bader Ginsberg. "I have yet," she

wrote, "to see a death case among the

dozens coming .to the Supreme Court

on eve-of-execution stay applications in

which the defendant was well represented

at trial. People who are well represented

Question

Corner

FATHER JAMES
DIETZEN

CNS COLUMNIST

at trial do not get the death penalty."

These are the reasons Pope Benedict

XVT claimed, in an address last February,

"non-violence for Christians is not mere
tactical behavior, but a person's way
of being, the attitude of one who is

convinced of God's love and power, who
is not afraid to confront evil with the

weapons of love and truth alone."

They are also the reasons the new
Vatican document speaks appreciatively

of "groups and individuals that are

working with renewed commitment
and vigor for the abolition of capital

punishment and for the imposition

of a universal moratorium on its

application".

It is worth noting that our country is

not in very respectable company on the

death penalty. Approximately 95 percent

of all known executions took place in

China, Iran, Saudi Arabia— and the U.S.

Since 1990, nine countries are

known to have executed child offenders.

The total for the United States and Iran

is larger than for all the other seven

countries combined. ,

JUDY SMITH
DIRECTOR OF

PLANNED GIVING

Faith's rich heritage for

you, future generations

In recent years, "ethical wills" have

received significant attention in the

media and on the Internet.

In simple terms, an ethical will

is the process by which parents and

grandparents communicate their

religious and moral values to their

children and grandchildren. Since these

communications are most often in

written form as a family legacy, it is easy

to understand them as some form of last

will and testament.

An ethical will should not be

confiised with the fraditional last will and

testament, which is the legal document
that, upon your death, designates your

estate's personal representative and
guardian of your minor-age children

and establishes the guidelines for the

distribution of your property.

Your ethical will, on the other hand,

explains the religious and moral values

you strive to live by and encourages your

children and grandchildren to follow

those values in their lives.

The concept of an ethical will is by
no means new. Go back 3,000 years to the

Book of Genesis. Chapter 49 is devoted

to Jacob delivering his legacy to his 12

sons. Some ofhis sons had lived less than

exemplary lives and for them his words

were much more condemnation than

commendation.

In confrast, Jacob generously blessed

his sons who had pleased him and had

adhered to his standards.

In addition, Jesus' Last Supper
discourses to his disciples as described in

Chapters 14-17 ofthe Gospel of John are

generally characterized as Jesus' ethical

will for all humankind.

Your ethical will may be in the form

of a journal intertwining descriptions

of events and personalities in your life

with your religious and moral values

for living. Or it may be an audio or a

video recording in which you encourage

your family to follow the principles of

stewardship.

You may also respond to questions
"

such as, "What have I learned from life?"

"What have I learned from my family

and friends?" "What does my Catholic

faith mean to me?" "What people and

ideas have been important to me?" or

"What are my hopes and dreams for my
family?"

The rich heritage of our Catholic

faith and what it means to you is worthy

of passing on as a legacy to the future

generations of your family.

It is, of course, most beneficial to

share this with your family while you are

alive. Your family will appreciate your

legacy and may know and understand you
even more than they thought possible.
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Catholic center helps Ecuadoreans break cycle of poverty

BY BARBARA J. FRASER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

QUITO, Ecuador — Carlos Gomez
was 9 years old, working in a plaza in

this mountain city, when a tall, lanky

American priest stopped for a shoeshine

and a chat, then offered him a free meal.

Gomez said he and the other

shoeshine boys "didn't believe him,

because he said the food wouldn't cost

anything, and we knew that everything

in life has a price."

Curiosity won, and Gomez
accompanied Jesuit Father John Halligan,

aNew York native, to a center for working

boys that the priest had started beside the

Jesuit high school in Ecuador's capital.

Gomez not only got a meal but also had

a chance to play with other boys.

That meeting changed Gomez's
life, and the Working Boys' Center

has changed the lives of thousands of

families in the more than 40 years since.

But it was not all food and games:

The center had rules to teach important

life skills.

Father Halligan and Sister Miguel

Conway, a member of the Sisters of

Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

insisted that the boys deposit some of

their earnings into savings accounts.

Of the money he earned daily from

shining shoes, Gomez turned half over

to his mother to help support his family.

The other half he divided between bus

fares and savings.

The center has grown to serve 400

families of working children, and the

values Gomez learned — the dignity of

work and planning for the fiature — are

still among its main pillars.

Today, younger boys still go out to

shine shoes, but only three mornings a

week. When they come back to the center

for classes, they first line up to deposit 25

or 50 cents into their savings accounts.

By the time they graduate, they may have

a nest egg of several hundred dollars

they can use for further study or to start a

small business.

When Father Halligan began working

with the kids he encountered on Quito's

streets, "it was a question of answering

unmet needs," he said. "I knew nothing

about those needs. I thought we could do a

little catechism and help them get jobs."

But the situation of working
children in Latin American countries

is complicated. Many of the families

involved in the center's programs have

migrated to Quito from the countryside.

Often an entire family lives in a single

room on the edge of the city.

Because jobs are scarce and the

parents have little or no formal education,

the father may do odd jobs while the

mother takes in other people's laundry.

Boys tuck their shoeshine kits under

their arms and head for the city's squares,

often contributing anywhere from 15

percent to 85 percent of the family's

income, Father Halligan said.

Working children often drop out

of school or fall far behind their grade

level, and the lack of education makes it

more likely that they will live in poverty

as adults. The center set out to break that

cycle.

The center offers six years ofprimary

school courses, vocational training

for adolescents, special education and

DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMAGE TO

THEHOLYLAND
November 6-15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation and Pastor, St Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic faith

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily Mass at many of the

historical sites of our faith.

Highlights include:

- Tiberias, Mt. Carmel, Sea of Galilee area

- Mt Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boyhood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jerusalem area: Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane,

Via Dolorosa, Lord's Tomb at Church of the Holy Sepulchre,

Mount Zion, Upper Room, Dormition Abbey Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites - PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,399 (before July 29) from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals,

first class hotels and all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete detaUs

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.

M
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Edson Cadena, 1 3, vifho normally shines shoes, works in the toyshop of the Working Boys' Center in'

Quito, Ecuador The center helps child w/orkers from the streets learn more productive trades and helps'

them save money to start a business or continue their education.

classes for parents who never finished

primary school.

Children and parents learn to budget.

For people accustomed to living hand to

mouth, that is a new idea.

"They've never had any concept of

planning for the future," Gomez said.

The parents use their savings to

make a down payment on a lot, and once

a month all the families turn out to help

build homes.

For Sister Sheila O'Brien, the

greatest reward is "to see the sense of

self-worth and dignity that these women
have" once they realize their abilities.

A 2006 study of 1,700 families who
have participated in the center found that

most of the graduates hold steady jobs,

that the parents stay fbgether, and that at

least 90 percent no longer live in poverty.

More than 80 percent said developing a

sense of the value of work and learning

to budget and save money were the most

important things they learned.

While the center has served about

6,000 families over the years, there are still

an estimated 100,000 working children

in Quito, he said, but a shortage of funds

has limited the center's expansion.

The annual budget is $1.2 million,

most ofwhich comes in small donations.

That works out to about $2 per person

daily for food, education and health

care, which makes the center highly cost

effective, he said.

Gomez does not measure the benefits

in economics. He said he was rebellious

as a boy and was thrown out three times,

but always returned "because thej

understood me. I felt they loved me."

Abbots vv God Setsiior Livixg
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding .^^^B
reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tout, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St, Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOTSWOCO
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Two faiths,

common
ground
Catholic parish shares

church with Jewish

community

BY KATHLEEN HEALY
SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

BREVARD — One
Catholic parish in the Diocese

of Charlotte has a unique
relationship with its Jewish

brothers and sisters.

On Friday nights, Sacred

Heart Church in Brevard opens

its doors to become home to the

Brevard Jewish Community in

Transylvania County.

The gesture is about
reaching out and sharing with

those in need.

"Being a Catholic in North

Carolina can be difficult," said

Father Carl Del Giudice, pastor

of Sacred Heart Church.

"I have had doors closed in

See FAITHS, page 7
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Perspectives

Douglas Kmiec discusses

partial-birth abortion ban;

Father Aurilia reveals the

'After-Easter Syndrome'
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Building a lasting legacy

Photo by Karen A. Evans

lackie Martin and Rachel Day, seniors at Charlotte Catholic High School, work on the roof of a Habitat for Humanity house in

Charlotte April 20. The Class of 2007 also has raised more than $46,000 for the construction of the house, their class gift.

Charlotte Catholic

students construct

Habitat home
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — When
members of Charlotte Catholic

High School's Class of 2007

want to see the legacy they

have left as their class gift,

they'll have to travel several

miles from their former school

to see it.

"We figured that our

school has so much already,

why not give something to

the community?" said Paige

Heskamp, vice president of

the senior council at Charlotte

Catholic.

When it came time to

choose a class gift, the students

decided not to contribute

something to their school, but

rather to their community, and

to one family in particular.

The class worked hard

See HOUSE, page 5

Grace over sin
Vatican commission: Umbo reflects 'restrictive

view of salvation

CNS PHOTO BY Bob Roller

A figure of a child angel sits atop a headstone in a Washington, D.C., cemetery. In a

newly published document, the Vatican's International Theological Commission said

there are good reasons to hope that babies who die without baptism go to heaven.

byJOHNTHAVIS
catholic news service

VATICAN CITY —
After several years of study,

the Vatican's International

Theological Commission said

there are good reasons to hope

that babies who die without

being baptized go to heaven.

In a document published

April 20, the commission said

the traditional concept of limbo

— a place where unbaptized

infants spend eternity without

communion with God —
seemed to reflect an "unduly

restrictive view of salvation."

The church continues to

teach that, because of original

sin, baptism is the ordinary way
of salvation for all people and

urges parents to baptize infants,

the document said.

But there is greater
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#4 Youths in Action

Students perform musicals,

I
concerts; youths find Jesus

I I
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See LIMBO, page 9

Culture Watcli

Social justice in books;

Vatican releases DVDs
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Polling

Catholics
Survey checks Catholic

attitudes on immigration,

terrorism, bishops

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — A
majority of Catholics in a

nationwide telephone poll said

the United States should begin a

program to give undocumented

immigrants an opportunity to

. See POLL, page 8

In Our Schools

Sacrifices for needy kids;

award winners
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own bacl(yard

PRO-LIFE PROTESTORS

CNS PHOTO BY Daniel Aguilar

Nuns hold pro-life signs during an anti-abortion march in Mexico City April 22. The demonstration took

place as Mexico City's leftist-controlled assembly was due to vote on easing restrictions on abortion,

which was only permitted when a woman had been raped, or when pregnancy endangered the mother's

life. The Catholic Church has been involved in efforts to derail the legislation.

Despite Catholic opposition,

Mexico City passes abortion bill

MEXICO CITY (CNS) — Despite

an intense opposition campaign by
the Catholic Church, the Mexico City

Assembly has approved an initiative

legalizing abortion during the first 12

weeks of pregnancy.

Following a heated session April 24,

the legislature voted in favor of the new
law, which will allow hospitals run by

the city government to provide abortions.

The bill will become law when it is

signed by the mayor.

Outside the Assembly, on the streets

ofMexico City, supporters and opponents

of the measure faced off, separated only

by a thin row of riot police.

Waving banners and chanting,

opponents of abortion vowed to find

new ways to defeat the bill, which has

put Mexico City, the nation's capital, on

the short list of places in Latin America
where abortions are allowed — along

with Cuba, Puerto Rico and Guyana.

"We will continue fighting to

prevent this," said Ivan Manjarez, a

former Mexico City legislator with the

conservative National Action Party

(NAP), which opposes abortion. "You
cannot take away the rights of those who
are weakest."

Currently, abortions are only allowed

in cases of rape or serious birth defects

or when the pregnancy endangers the

mother's life. Doctors who perform

unauthorized abortions, as well as the

mothers who hire them, can be jailed for

up to 5 years.

Supporters of the bill say the

prohibition has resulted in hundreds
of thousands of clandestine abortions

across the country, often carried out

in unsafe conditions. Federal health

officials recorded 88 deaths in 2006 due

to botched abortions; some organizations

claim this figure is much higher.

NAP, which historically has strong

ties to the Catholic Church, says

it plans to challenge the measure
before the Supreme Court, arguing the

law violates Mexico's Constitution.

However, the party's minority status

in the Mexico City Assembly may
hinder this effort: It controls 17 of the

chamber's 66 seats.

A constitutional challenge requires

at least one-third of the chamber's

support— 22 signatures— andNAP has

been hard-pressed to find help fi-om rival

parties on the issue.

Members of the party say that if the

constitutional challenge fails they will

file a complaint with the federal attorney

general's office and seek other legal

avenues to derail the measure.

Civic groups are also attempting to

force a citywide referendum on the issue.

On April 23, the Mexican College of

Catholic Lawyers presented a petition,

signed by 36,000 capital residents,

demanding a special vote on the law.

Pope Benedict XVI recently entered

the fray, condemning the measure in

a statement released by the Mexican
bishops' conference April 20.

"The pope unites with the church

of Mexico and countless others of good
will who are worried by the Mexico City

law that threatens the lives of unborn

children," the statement read.

Public opinion polls on abortion

reveal sharp divisions among Mohicans.

A survey conducted April 21 by the

Mexico City daily Reforma shows that

a slim majority of city residents — 53

percent— approve the decriminalization

of abortion. Outside Mexico City, 59

percent of those polled disapproved of

the initiative.

Health workers must argue for moral system,

says leading U.S. doctor
ROME(CNS)—Health professionals

need to band together to "argue for a

morally valid andjust" health care system,

said a prominent U.S. Catholic physician.

"We as health professionals have

enormous moral power, and we're not

using it. By that I mean we're not alerting

our society to what's happening to

patients and saying that we feel it needs to

be improved," said Edmund Pellegrino, a

longtime leader in developing bioethical

standards based on Catholic values.

He also is chairman of the U.S.

President's Council on Bioethics.

In an April 20 talk at the Pontifical

Regina Apostolorum University in Rome,
the former president of The Catholic

University of America spoke on "Justice

and Fairness in Health Care" as part ofhis

weeklong series of lectures sponsored by

the university's bioethics department.

The number of Americans without

health care coverage is on the rise; as

of 2004 approximately 45.8 million

people were uninsured, according to the

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

MAGGIE VALLEY— Father John Yianney
Hoover will present "The History of the

Catholic Church in North Carolina" at

Living Waters Catholic Reflection Center,

103 Living Waters Ln., May 5, 9:30-3 p.m.

For reservations and more information, call

Brother Bill Harkin at (828) 926-3833.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Patrick Cathedral,

1621 Dilworth Rd. East., will have a Holy
Hour, Rosary and Benediction for an end to

abortion and all the culture ofdeath following

the vigil Mass April 28, 6:30-7:30 p.m. For

more information, call the church office at

(704) 334-2283.

CHARLOTTE — Dominican Sister Jane

Dominic Laurel will speak on "Growing
in Holiness through Being a Faithful

Spouse and Parent" at St. Vincent de

Paul Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd., May 4

at 7:30 p.m. There is no fee but RSVP to

renee@catholicscripturestudy.com.

CHARLOTTE— St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., hosts a First

Friday Women's Retreat, 10 a.m.- 12 p.m. in

Room 239 of the New Life Center, following

the 9 a.m. Mass. The program for May 4 will

be "The Sacred Vocation of Motherhood."

Formoreinformation, callMarieGrzeskiewicz
at (704) 542-9748.

CHARLOTTE— St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy, is hosting a

"Community Shred" May 5, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Identity theft is the fastest growing crime

U.S. Census Bureau.

But insufed or not, people are not

getting the kind of health care they need,

Pellegrino said. Although policymakers

talk about various ways to improve
health care, he said, no system will be

adequate unless it is tackled as an ethical

or moral problem, not just an economic
or political one.

"It's a fact that certain members of

our society become sick, old, and frail ...

and you can judge the quality of a society

by how they treat their sick, old, fi-ail and

dying" members, including foreigners,

he said.

People need to decide whether health

care is a right, a privilege, a commodity
or a moral obligation of a good society,

he said.

In the United States, health care is

treated as a commodity or a product or

service that can be bought or sold for the

highest price the market can bear "and

that 'virus' is being spread to the rest of

the world," he said.

in the U.S., according to the FBI; shredding

personal documents is one way to help stop it.

Everyone is encouraged to bring personal and

confidential documents to the church, where
PROSHRED Security will destroy them. For

more information, call the church office at

(704) 543-7677.

CHARLOTTE — New Creation Monastery
invites you for vespers May 5 at 4 p.m. Mass
will be celebrated May 6 at 1 0 a.m., and Sunday
vespers will be sung at 5 p.m. New Creation

Monastery is located in uptown Charlotte at

1309 Duncan Gardens Dr. Call Father John
Vianney Hoover at (704) 344-0934 if you plan

to attend.

CHARLOTTE — Recharge with St. Peter

Church's weekday lunchtime spirituality

program, 12-12:45 p.m. in the St. Peter's

Annex, 507 S. Tryon St. The program for May
10 will be "Meeting God through Centering

Prayer " Bring your lunch, hear a short talk

on spirituality and participate in a short prayer

session — a great way to recharge during the

workweek. Sessions are fi-ee and everyone is

invited. For more information, call the church

office at (704) 332-2901.

CHARLOTTE — Father Tad Pacholczyk,

Ph.D., will present "Stem Cells and Cloning:

Understanding the Scientific Issues and
the Moral Objections" May 12, 8:45-10

a.m. and 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m., at St. Peter

Church, 507 S. Tryon St. Father Pacholczyk

holds undergraduate degrees in philosophy,

biochemistry, molecular cell biology and
chemistry and a doctorate in neuroscience from

Yale University. Parking in The Green and

admission are free, but seating is limited. To
pre-register, e-mail stemcell@juno.com or call

(803) 517-2600 or (704) 332-2901. For more
details, visit www.stpeterscatholic.org,

CHARLOTTE — The Semi-annual Rosary

Rally will be held May 20 at 3 p.m. at

THE—
Catholic

NEW^ERALD
PUBLISHER: ivlost Reverend Peter J. Jugis

EDITOR: Kevin E. Murray

STAFF WRITER: Karen A. Evans

GRAPHIC DESIGNER: Tim Faragher

ADVERTISING MANAGER: Cindi Feerick

SECRETARY: Deborati Hiles

1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

MAIL: P.O. Box 37267, Chariotte, NC 28237

PHONE: (704) 370-3333 FAX: (704) 370-3382

E-MAIL: catholicnews@charlottediocese.OFg

APRIL 27, 2007

VOLUME 16 • NUMBER 27

Tlie Catholic News & Herald, USPC 007-393, is published by

the Roman Catholic Diocese of Chariotte, 1123 South Church

St, Chariotte, NC 28203, 44 times a year, weekly except for

Christmas week and Easter week and every two weeks during

June, July and August for $15 per year for enrollees in parishes

of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Chariotte and $23 per year

for all other subscribers. The Catholic News & HerakI reserves

the right to reject or cancel advertising for any reason deemed

appropriate.We do not recommend or guarantee

any product, service or benefit claimed by

our advertisers. Second-class postage pakl at

Chariotte NC and other cities. POSTMASTER:
Send address corrections to The Catholic

News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Chariotte,

NC 28237.



April 27, 2007 jhe Catholic News & Herald 3

FROM THE VATICAN

Pope meets Palestinian leader with honors given to

head of state

Vatican official compares evil of abortion to

suicide attacks

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — With

all the honors usually given to a head

of state. Pope Benedict XVI welcomed
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas

to the Vatican.

During their private meeting April 24,

the two leaders "reviewed the situation in

the Middle East," said a Vatican statement,

which hailed efforts to restart the Israeli-

Palestinian peace process.

It also said that in Abbas' meetings

with the pope and with Cardinal Tarcisio

Bertone, Vatican secretary of state, the

situation within the Palestinian territories,

including "the difficulties Catholics face

and the value of their contribution to that

society," was discussed.

Cardinal Bertone told reporters later

that the Vatican hoped recent changes

within the Palestinian government and

between Israeli and Palestinian leaders

"would bear fruit" and lead to peace.

He also said he and the pope told

Abbas that the Christian community
in the Holy Land needs protection and

St. Patrick Cathedral, 1621 Dilworth Rd. East.

This 33-year-old tradition will include recitation

of the rosary, a eucharistic procession and
Benediction. For more information, call Tina

at (704) 846-7361.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT— An adult faith formation series,

"The Church andHuman Sexuality, " will meet
Tuesdays through May 22, 7:30-9:00 p.m., at

Queen ofthe Apostles Church, 503 N. Main St.

Topics will include the theology of creation and
of the body, the sacrament and sacramentality

of marriage, the sexuality of single life,

the church and homosexuality and God is

love. Presentations are based on and include

Scripture, the lives of the saints, the Catechism

of the Catholic Church, and the writings and
teachings of Popes John Paul 11 and Benedict

XVI. No fees or pre-registration needed.
For more information, call Dennis Teall-

Fleming at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26 or e-mail

teallfleming@yahoo.com.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— Theology on Tap, a speaker

series for Catholics in their 20s, 30s and 40s, is

a casual forum where people gather to learn and
discuss the teachings of the Catholic Church.

ToT will meet Wednesdays through May 9,

at 6:45 p.m. at Logan's Roadhouse, 1300
Bridford Pkwy. For more informatiom, e-mail

greensbor()tot@yahoo.com, visit
www.triadcatholics.org or call Deb at

(336) 286-3687.

GREENSBORO— The Reemployment Support
Group of St. Paul the Apostle Church will meet
May 3, 7:30-9 p.m., in Room 8 of the Parish

Life Center, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. If you
are currently out of work or looking to make
a career change, join us for encouragement,
support and informative topics to help you in

your job search. For more information, call

Colleen Assal at (336) 294-4696, ext. 226.

GREENSBORO — St. Pius X Church and
School, 2210 N. Elm St., are sponsoring a series

assistance "to prevent an exodus because

their presence is a witness to the origins

of Christianity" and to the fact that

Christians, Muslims and Jews can live

together in peace.

Cardinal Bertone said the Catholic

Church, especially through its schools

that accept both Christian and Muslim
students, is providing Palestinians with

a value-based education that "is very

important for the development of peace

in the region."

Although the Palestinians do not

yet have a state, the Vatican followed its

protocol for a visiting head of state. Abbas

and his delegation were visiting Italy And

other European countries in an attempt to

convince them to resume direct aid to the

Palestinian Authority. The aid was frozen

after Palestinian elections in 2006 brought

Hamas, a militant group, to power.

On March 18 Abbas swore into

office members of a new government

representing both Hamas and Fatah, a

moderate party.

of workshops for women called Wisdom

of Women. Sessions will be held on the

first Thursday of the month, 9:30-11 a.m.

in the parish center. For more information

or to register call Lucy Wellmaker at

(336) 632- 1 940 or e-mail
coachw@lucywelImaker.com

.

GREENSBORO — All practicing Catholic

women of Irish birth or descent, or who are

the wife of a member of the Ancient Order of

Hibernians, are invited to participate in The
Ladies Ancient Order ofHibernians, a social,

cultural and charitable group for an ongoing

series of fim and informative activities.

LAOH will meet May 14 at 7:30 p.m. in the

Kloster Center of St. Pius X Church, 2210
N. Ehn St. Please join us for refreshments

and to learn more about our group. Any
questions can be directed to Mary DriscoU at

(336) 785-0693.

GREENSBORO— The Greensboro Council

ofCatholic Women will host a luncheon May
23 at the Cardinal Country Club beginning

at 11:30 a.m. The program will feature

a performance by the Scottish Country
Dancers. For more information, call Carmen
Wood at (336) 545-9266.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

KING —Good Shepherd Mission, 105 Good
Shepherd Dr at Kirby Road, will celebrate its

25th Anniversary June 10 during the 12 p.m.

Mass. All former parishioners are invited to

attend the Mass and reception. Please e-mail

historical pictures and stories to Lance Kull

at lancekull@hotmail.com by May 5. For

more information, call (336) 972-5934.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event open to the general public? Deadline

for all submissions for the Diocesan Planner

is 10 days prior to desired publication date

(Fridays). Submit in writing to Karen A.

Evans at kaevans@charlottediocese.org

or fax to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events :

April 28— 10:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

., .^iiurch, Newton

April 28— 5:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Francis Church, Lenoir

April 29— 10 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Holy Trinity Church, Taylorsville

April 30

LARCUM
Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

ROME (CNS) — Abortion, which

leads to the deaths of iimocent humans, is

just as evil as killing innocent bystanders

in a suicide attack, said the secretary ofthe

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

Some evil, like the shootings at

Virginia Tech, are obvious and visible,

said Archbishop Angelo Amato in an

April 23 speech on terrorism and evil.

"To the daily ration of evil" reported

in the news, there must be added the evil

that remains almost invisible and usually

is presented "as an expression of the

'progress' of humanity," the archbishop

told a Vatican-sponsored seminar for

airport chaplains.

As examples of evil presented

as progress. Archbishop Amato
cited "abortion clinics, authentic

slaughterhouses of budding human
beings" or "the laboratories where, for

example, RU-486, the morning-after

pill, is made or where human embryos

are manipulated as if they were simply

biological material."

Evil also is present "in the parliaments

of so-called 'civil' nations where they

promulgate laws contrary to the nature

of the human person, like the approval of

marriages between persons of the same
sex or euthanasia," he said.

The ajchbishop described this

phenomenon as '"terrorism with a human
face,' which also occurs daily and is

equally repugnant" with the actions of a

suicide bomber. It often is masked with

"expressions that hide the tragic reality

of the facts.

"For example, abortion is called (the)

'volimtary interruption of a pregnancy'

and not the killing of a defenseless

human being."

In every generation, he said, people

continue to commit acts of evil with

disastrous results.

"In fact, despite progress in every

field, despite the conquests of science,

the existence of evil behaviors remains

stable: wars, hatred, killings, betrayals,,

abuses, injustice and conflicts," he said.

"Evil today," he said, "is not only

the action of individuals or well-

defined groups, but comes from dark

centers, laboratories of false opinions,

anonymous powers that pound our

minds with false messages, judging

as ridiculous and retrograde behavior

conforming to the Gospel."

Students near, far remember the fallen

Courtesy photo by Casey Corser

The school spirit rock at St. Matthew School in Charlotte was recentlypainted byfifth-
graders to pay tribute to the victims at Virginia Tech, the site ofthe April 16 shooting

that left 33 dead, including the student gunman, Seung-Hui Cho, who took his own
life. Thefifth-graders wrote the names ofthe victims and gunman, as well as personal

messages oflove and hope, on the rock.

Elsewhere in the Diocese ofCharlotte, students at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High
School in Kernersville and Belmont Abbey College in Belmont gatheredfor memorial

services toprayfor the victims and theirfamilies. Bishop McGuinness has three alumni

who are currently students at Virginia Tech. All arefine, the school said.

Ruth Payne, Belmont Abbey's campus ministry director, hoped the prayers, singing and
Scripture readings at the April 1 7 vigil would have a positive effectfor everyone involved.

Catholic studentsfrom George Mason University in Fairfax, Va., signed a poster April

19 to send to Virginia Tech as a sign oflove and encouragement. Father Peter Nasetta,

campus minister, preached words ofhope and healing during the April 19 memorial

Mass at St. Robert Bellarmine Chapel at George Mason.

"How can you make sense ofwhat you can 't make sense of?
" Father Nasetta said in

his homily. "Questions persist.
"

But, Father Nasetta said, another senseless act wasfor God to take humanform as his

Son, to take on the world 's sufferings and ultimately to die to save humanity.

"Out of love for us, God chooses to become one of us and then die for us, " he said.

"God's love is mysterious. The way our God works is hard to understand.
"

DIOCESAN REQUIREMENTS FOR REPORTING MINISTRY-RELATED SEXUAL ABUSE
OF A MINOR

1. Any individual having actual knowledge of or reasonable cause to suspect an incident of ministry-related

sexual abuse is to immediately report the incident to the Chancery.

2. The Chancery will then report the incident to the proper civil authorities. The individual reporting the

incident to the Chancery will be notified of the particulars regarding the Chancery's filing of the incident with

civil authorities.

3. This reporting requirement is not intended to supersede the right of an individual to make a report to civil

authority, but is to ensure proper, complete and timely reporting. Should an individual choose to make a report

to civil authority, a report is still to be made to the Chancery.
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Middle school youths get to know Jesus

better at daylong event

Youths participate in lectures, games, music that

nourish 'their need for action

MORGANTON — Youths from

around the Diocese of Charlotte recently

got to know Jesus a little better.

Approximately 130 youths attended

Extreme Faith 2007, the annual middle

school youth day, this year themed "To

Know Jesus Christ." The daylong event,

sponsored by the diocesan Office ofYouth

Ministry, was held at St. Charles Borromeo

Church in Morganton March 17.

"We appeal to the spiritual, physical

and social needs of this unique age," said

Peg Ruble, associate director of youth

ministry.

"We offer a day with prayer and

workshops that focus on their faith

experience, and activity that nourishes

their need for action," she said.

Workshops included a variety of

topics, presented in unique ways.

"One workshop focused on making
moral choices that could result in

receiving a chocolate pudding mess or a

Klondike bar," said Ruble.

"Two workshops focused on music,

one traditional with an organ and the

other with acoustic guitar," she said.

"One workshop invited the youths

to meditate on the prayer of St. Patrick

and then to create a flower pot to hold

their shamrock plant. They were asked to

surround the pot with images of Christ,"

said Ruble.

Two other workshops dealt with the

youths' questions regarding the opposite

sex and how God presents us with the tools

to choose their relationships with love.

Extreme Faith also featured games
and music provided by musicians from

Belmont Abbey College.

Courtesy Photo

Middle school youths play games during Extreme Faith 2007 at St. Charles Borromeo Church in Morganton

March 17.

Ministers build 'web' of prayer, support
HICKORY — Approximately 25

ministers involved in youth, young adult

and campus ministry in the Diocese

of Charlotte recently took part in

"Charlotte's Web," a ministry enrichment

and network retreat.

The retreat, designed to build "a

web of prayer, support and collaborative

fellowship," was held at the Catholic

Conference Center in Hickory March
22-23. The event was sponsored by the

diocesan offices of youth, young adult

and campus ministries.

Tom Zanzig, a freelance writer,

trainer, retres^t director and speaker on

adult faith formation and spirituality, led

the retreat reflecting on the topic, "The
Rhythms of Life."

In addition to Zangig's topic,

Charlotte's Web also included prayer,

reflection, sharing and social time.

Zanzig also spoke about adult

education during a parish catechetical

leader in-service program at the Catholic

Conference Center March 22.

Broadway comes to Kemersville

Courtesy Photo

Pictured is the cast of "Thoroughly Modern I

High School in Kernersville.

Hie," performed by students of Bishop McGuinness Catholic

'Thoroughly Modem Millie another hit for Bishop McGuinness

KERNERSVILLE — Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School in

Kemersville, increasingly well-known

for the quality of its musical and drama

productions in recent years, once again

proved that talent, hard work and

dedication make a show successful.

The stage production of the

Broadway musical "Thoroughly Modem
Millie" was presented at the High Point

Theatre March 8-10. The show was the

largest production ever put on stage at

the theater.

"This was the finest production in

the school's history, a real showcase for

the extraordinary talents of our students

with interest in the performing arts," said

Principal George Repass.

"Our quest for excellence in this area

has been one of our highest priorities in

recent years, and the exceptional product

yielded by this project is real proofofthe

success of that effort," he said. "We are

all extremely proud."

After acquiring the rights to the

show last year, the school began a

well-orchestrated journey of intensive

singing and dancing rehearsals. The
show was directed by Micki Sharpe,

a Philadelphia-based professional

actress member of the Actors Equity

Association, who has performance
experience in both Philadelphia and
New York.

Sharpe also served as director and

choreographer for the show, while Sister

of St. Joseph Aime Thomas Taylor, dean

of students, was the show's producer. The
cast was composed of 30 students and the

orchestra had 28 musicians.

To upgrade the look and feel

of the show. Bishop McGuinness
acquired professional sets from Kansas

and professional costumes from
Florida. Dr. Alan Hirsh, head of the

school's music program, orchestrated

the score for the production and
conducted the student orchestra.

CouRTKY Photo

Speaker Tom Zanzig (second from left) is pictured with employees of the Diocese of Charlotte during

"Charlotte's Web" at the Catholic Conference Center March 23. Also pictured (from left): Grey Nun of the

Sacred Heart Eileen Spanier, director of diocesan young adult ministry; Zanzig; Paul Kotlowski, director

of diocesan youth ministry; Mary Wright, director of diocesan campus ministry; Kay Jordan, assistant in

campus and young adult ministry; and Peg Ruble, associate director of youth ministry
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Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzima
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Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus
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Courtesy Photo

Band members from Charlotte Catholic High School perform at St. Patrick Cathedral in Dublin, Ireland,

in March.

Charlotte Catholic bands

perform in Ireland
CHARLOTTE — The Charlotte

Catholic High School bands recently

performed several concerts in Galway
and Dublin as part of the "Ireland Tour"

in conjunction with the 2007 St. Patrick's

Day Festival.

Charlotte Catholic's concert and

symphonic bands, under the direction

of Tvlatthew Smith, were invited by the

Lord Mayor of Dublin to perform public

concerts at St. Nicholas Church in Galway

and St. Patrick Cathedral in Dublin.

In addition, Charlotte Catholic's

"Marching Cougars" represented the

United States in the St. Patrick's Day
Festival Parade before an estimated

crowd of 650,000 people.

The 100-member organization was
accompanied by 34 parents for the

weeklong performance tour, sightseeing

and visits to several historical and
educational venues.

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
of May:

Rev. Ramon Berg

Rev. Henri Blanc

Rev. Edmund Kirsch

Rev. Francis J. McCourt

Rev. William McShea

Rev. James E. Noonan

Rev. Msgr. Michael O'Keefe

Rev. Edward C. Smith

Rev. James A. Stuber

2003

1972

2001

1982

1973

1992

1994

1983

1985

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Charlotte Catholic students

construct Habitat house

HOUSE, from page 1

to raise the $60,000 necessary to

build a Habitat for Humanity house.

Contributions came from fundraising

events as well as from Charlotte Catholic

students and their families. As of

April 20, more than $46,000 had been

collected.

Of the 280 students in the senior

class, about 200 had donated money for

the project, and nearly all had signed up

to work on the house, located in north

Charlotte. A Montagnard family with

two young daughters, and a third child

expected in a few months, will occupy

the house.

The project is being spearheaded by

Jessica Green, president of the senior

council.

"It's a really nice idea, but it takes

a lot more work than I ever would have

imagined," said Cireen, who estimated

she spends about an hour each day on the

Habitat project.

Still, "it's a dream come true for a

lot of us to see the house being built,"

she said.

Even though their gift won't be

seen by many future Charlotte Catholic

students, the seniors are still excited and

proud of the project.

"It's great to do something for

the community," said senior Michelle

Krause.

Generally, senior classes raise

between $2,000 and $3,000 for their gifts,

said Jerry Healy, principal. Past gifts

have included scholarships, podiums and

flag stands.

"The scope of this gift is totally out

of the realm of what I imagined was

possible," he said.

"This project shows how unique our

class is," Green said. "Everyone is so

excited — you really see your progress

and your hard work."

While many schools have donated

money to Habitat forHumanity, Charlotte

Catholic administrators have allowed

students to miss classes in order to spend

time building the house. Green said.

Students have signed up to work
on the house Thursdays, Fridays and

Saturdays for the next three months.

A typical Habitat for Humanity

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Jal<e Wiesehan, a senior at Charlotte Catholic High

School, hammers studs to the frame of a Habitat

for Humanity house in Charlotte April 20.

house takes 13 weeks to complete.

Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit,

nondenominational Christian housing

organization. Since 1976, Habitat

has built more than 225,000 houses,

providing shelter for more than 1 million

people. Now at work in 100 countries.

Habitat builds a house every 26 minutes.

Homeowner families are chosen

according to their need, their ability to

repay the mortgage and their willingness

to work in partnership with Habitat.

The organization does not discriminate

according to race, religion or ethnic group.

Volunteer builders install framing, roof

decking, insulation, drywall, exterior siding

and paint. Professional subcontractors are

hired to complete heating, air conditioning

and electrical work; to pour concrete; and

to lay floor covering.

"We're always giving money, but

we rarely get to see what it does," said

student Michael Troy. "Here, we get to

see it and help the people our money is

going to."

"This project is a testimony to

this class's willingness to serve their

community," said Healy. "It's also a

testimony to the values instilled by
their parents and fostered at Charlotte

Catholic."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

Abbotswood Senior Livingi
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^BL
reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-mondi rentals viith NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 /fiBQTSWOCX)
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

Mary ' s Garden
Traditional Catholic Books & Gifts

We're a small store with a large inventory - over 6,000 items in stock.

Our First Communion & Confirmation items include:
1^' Communion Sets and Mass Books in English & Spanish

1 1 Styles of Veils for Girls plus purses, Rosary Bracelets, & more
Boys' Ties in White, Navy, Red, & Black

Cards, Invitations, Bibles, Crosses, Crucifixes, Candles, & more

Gifts for Baptisms, Weddings, Anniversaries, Graduations, Memorials, etc.

Phone: 704 823 7244

Location:

3816 S. New Hope Rd
Suite 27
Gastonia, NC 28056

Toll Free: 866 823 7244

Hours:

Tuesday to Friday

Saturday

10 AM to 6 PM
10 AM to 4 PM
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Courtesy Photo

Pictured is the new tabernacle at St. Paul the Apostle Church in Greensboro, designed by area Catholics

and dedicated in March.

Catholics build new tabernacle for

St. Vaul the Apostle Church
GREENSBORO — An area church

now has a brand new tabernacle, thanks

to the efforts of some talented Catholics.

In late 2006, Oblate of St. Francis de

Sales Father William Ruhl, pastor of St.

Paul the Apostle Church in Greensboro,

approached parishioner Tony Simone
and asked him to build a new tabernacle

for the church.

Father Ruhl's requirements were that

the new tabernacle be set into the wall

behind the altar and include a second

double door in the front.

Pope Benedict XVI, in his recent

apostolic exhortation, "Sacramentum
Caritatis" ("The Sacrament of
Charity"), encouraged parishes to have

the tabernacle containing the Blessed

Sacrament "readily visible to everyone

entering the church."

Within several weeks of their

meeting, Simone presented blueprints

for inspection, which were approved by
Father Ruhl and Oblate of St. Francis

de Sales Father Paul Dechant, parochial

vicar.

"The only problem seemed to be

finding a fitting design for the front doors

of the tabernacle. Nothing seemed to fit

just right," said Simone.

That week in December 2006,
The Catholic News & Herald ran a

story about woodcarver Paul Nixon, a

parishioner ofOur Lady of Grace Church

in Greensboro, who sculpted a cane with

religious imagery for a man who had a

severly deformed arthritic hand.

"The timing of the story was a sfroke

of luck," said Simone.

Simone called and then met with

Nixon, who was interested in helping. A
few weeks later, Nixon presented some
artistic suggestions to Simone, who
brought them to Father Ruhl. Approval

was quickly granted on a design and
work proceeded.

The new tabernacle was dedicated by

Father Dechant during Mass March 24.

The tabernacle is made of oak
and brass with a marble base interior

and a shelf in the front. It has a rear

door so that extraordinary ministers

of holy Communion can access the

interior without going to the front ofthe
tabernacle.

The front has two sets of two doors

—the outer set holds the decorative

panels that were carved by Nixon; the

inner set gives access to the interior of

the tabernacle.

The left panel design consists of a

dripping candle surrounded with wheat

and grapes; the right panel has a chalice

surrounded with wheat and grapes with

rays of light coming from the symbol of

the Eucharist.

THE GOOD NEWS IS, YOU^
HAVE THOUSANDS OF i

INVESTMENT OPTIONS.
|

THE BAD NEWS IS...

You have thousands of investment options, and you don't

know how to pi* the best ones for your situation.

You have thousands of investments options, and you don't

have time to research even a fraction of them.

Call to learn more atjout

iik

PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT
Les Davaz
Financial Advisor

fVlember, St. Patrick's Church

100 N. Tryon St., Suite 3300

Charlotte, NC 28202

(704) 331-2233 or

(800) 438-0397

http://fc.smithbarney.com/davaz

Citigroup
SmithEm<ney

' MinimuTn iatamx $25,000 Equity. $100,000 Fixed Income. <S) 2006

Citigroup Global Maiiiets Inc. Member SIPC. Smith Barney is a division

and service maiV of Citigroup Global Martots Inc. and Its affiates and is

used and regislered throughout Vie world. CITIGROUP 3ni the Umbrella

Device are trademaite and service maitts of Citigroup Inc. or Hs afRtates

and ate used and registered throughout the world.

Racing in Mocl<sville

CouRTESv Photo

Members of St, Francis of Assisi Church in l^ocksville participate with 250 runners from throughout North

Carolina and nearby states in the parish's 1 9th annual Shamrock Run, Walk and Tots Trot March 10. The

Shamrock Run is a longstanding Mocksville tradition, as many community organizations, including the

YMCA and Mocksville Runners Club, help with the event, which consists of a 1 0K and 5K run, and "Tots

Trot" for children. The parish donates part of the proceeds to a charity in Davie County.

ATTENTION READERS!
HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?

Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people who

are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us. Contact Staff Writer Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Attention: Homeowners.. .Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointinent time and keep you watting ail day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don'i have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Meddenburg and Cabarrus counties

v»'^'w.3waypiurnbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

CSS
Cathc^ Social Services

Diocese of Chariooe

PleaseJoin the

Piedmont Triad Office of

Catholic Social Services

for the fourth annual

PARTOERS m HOPE
fund raising event to benefit our programs

Tuesday — May 8, 2007

6 pm to 9 pm

Millennium Center

101 West Fifth Street

Winston-Salem, Horth Ceirolina

Tickets: $75 per person / $550 table for eight

Reservations: Call Tammy at 336-7 14-3228 to confirm space.
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FAITHS, from page 1

"In this church, two faith communities

come together"

Catholic parish shares

church with Jewish

community
for the Jewish Shabbat (Sabbath) services

held on Friday nights in the church.

There are approximately 150 Jewish

families on the mailing list, which
includes anyone who attends a service or

requests to be added to the list, according

to Sue Curtis, editor of the community's

newsletter and board secretary.

"The community has a small nucleus

of about 20," said Curtis.

Despite the differences in their

faiths, the respect between the two
faith communities is apparent in the

interaction of the various members.

"We exchange greetings for the

holidays, to wish 'Happy Hanvikkah' and

to be wished 'Merry Christmas,'" said

Father Del Giudice. "(We) acknowledge

the sacred seasons we celebrate with

a genuine greeting and authentic

recognition of each other's belief."

"I was sxirprised at the interest from

the people in the Catholic church about

our faith and the acceptance for the

Jewish faith," said Curtis.

That interest led members ofthe two

faiths to share more than a building.

"We've shared a number of events.

When we share the Seder, it has been a

learning experience— and a good one,"

said Barg.

The Seder is a special ritual

during the Jewish festival of Passover,

a holiday commemorating Jewish
deliverance from Egyptian bondage.

Many Catholics participate in a Seder

during the season of Lent.

"At the (parish) memorial service

held for Pope John Paul II (in April

2005), Norman and Marvin spoke and

told the story of a young Jewish boy
adopted by Christians in Poland," said

my face due to ignorance and a lack of

understanding about what it means to be

a child of the Lord. It is my task to lead

people to the Almighty, have people find

God," he said.

The relationship between Catholics

and Jews began in 2001, when Father

Del Giudice was approached by Pat and

Jay White of the Jewish community's

board of directors. Father Del Giudice

said "yes" to the proposal without

hesitation, receiving the overall approval

of the parish.

"Inthis church,twofaithcommunities

come together," said Father Del Giudice.

"It provides a place; they have a home."

"Now they can't get rid of us,"

joked Marvin Barg, who co-serves with

Norman Bossert as cantor and lay leader

Join Father John Putnam and Father Christopher Roux

on a pilgrimage to

Celebrate the 90th Anniversary of

Our Lady's Appearance at Fatima, Portugal

July 18-31, 2007

With side trips to: Lisbon - St. Anthony of Padua's birthplace;

Obidos - medieval walled city; Santarem - Holy Miracle of Eucharist;

Roman ruins and much more in Portugal!

Cost: $2400 from Newark - includes air fare, meals,

accommodations and side trips

Registration deadline: May 1

3

Info: Carol Stefanec (804) 346-3049 (Richmond, Virginia)

Our pilgrimages support seminarians and foster vocations.

. (This is a privately-sponsored pilgrimage, not affiliated with the Diocese of Chariotte.j

Photo by Kathleen Healy Schmieoer

Marvin Barg and Sue Curtis, members of the Brevard Jewish Community, and Father Carl Del Giudice,

pastor of Sacred Heart Church, are pictured with a torah kept in the Catholic church in Brevard.

Father Del Giudice.

"The family went to their priest,

Karl Wojtyla, and asked if they should

raise him as a Catholic. Wojtyla told

them they should allow him to learn his

faith and be a part ofhis people," recalled

Father Del Giudice.

"They said the Mourners Kaddish

(Sanctifi^ation) for the pope. There

wasn't a dry eye in the church," he said.

Ifthere is a lesson to be learned from

the unity foimd between the Catholic and

Jewish communities in Brevard, it can be

seen in the reverence paid to the beliefs

and traditions of each faith.

A cross hangs in the church study,

the craftsmanship oftwo members ofthe

Jewish community and given as a gift to

the pastor. For the last several months,

the Ark of the Covenant has stood in the

same study, housing the Torah.

"People come to the spirit for the

same reasons; when you peel back the

cover we are looking for the same things

— understanding, faith, a desire for

peace, love and spirituality," said Ciirtis.

"Though we have fundamental

theological differences, we share a

great deal in common in our ethical

faith," said Barg. "What we have in

common outweighs the differences.

What we have here goes beyond bricks

and mortar."

"This is a great experience of faiths

building bridges rather than putting up

walls," said Curtis.

"We talk about fellowship and

friendship, brotherhood and sisterhood,"

said Father Del Giudice. "It's easy to say,

but another thing to put it into action."

Travel with other Catholics departing October 29. 2007

Hawaii
4 Islands - 15 Days: «™m $1428*

Includes taxes & inter-island flights !

Join other Roman Catholics on the most affordable two-week, four-

island fully escorted Hawaiian vacation you'll ever find. Your group will fly to

Honolulu for five nights in Waikiki, three nights on Kauai, two nights on Maui, one night in Hilo, and

three nights in Kona. Sightseeing on every island includes: A Honolulu city tour with Punchbowl

Crater and Pearl Harbor cruise to the Arizona Memorial, the Wailua riverboat cruise, lao Valley

excursion & the old whaling capital of Lahaina, a Hilo orchid garden and Rainbow Falls, Black

Sand Beaches, Volcanoes National Park and more! *Your price, from only $1428 (per person,

double occupancy) includes baggage handling, hotels, taxes, all flights between the islands, and

escorted sightseeing on every island. Add $800 for round trip airfare from Chariotte. 'Your Man'

Tours specializes in Hawaii and has had its own office in Honolulu since 1967 offering weekly

departures to Hawaii on this vacation package. This price is so low because travelers buy

wholesale, directly from the actual Hawaiian tour operator. Friends and family are welcome!

Space is limited for this October 29 departure and reservations with a $100 deposit are now due.

For information, reservations & brochure call 7 days a week:

'yOl//?M/»A/' TOURS 1800-968-7626
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Survey checks Catholic

attitudes on immigration,

terrorism, bishops

Government's Role

POLL, from page 1

earn permanent residency.

The poll also showed that more than

80 percent of those interviewed believed

world economic problems, religious

intolerance, world political instability

and the history of conflict in the Middle

East led to terrorism.

The Contemporary Catholic Trends

poll, taken every six months by LeMoyne
College in Syracuse, N.Y., and the Zogby
International polling firm, also showed

that 70 percent either somewhat agree or

strongly agree that the U.S. bishops are

doing a good job leading the church.

The figure is down fi-om 7 1 percent

in a poll taken last fall. The poll results

were issued April 4.

Catholic attitudes on how well the

bishops are doing their job seem to have

a bearing on how Catholics responded

to other questions in the poll. While 55

percent favored a plan to give permanent

residency to undocumented immigrants,

support was higher among those who
think the bishops are doing a good job

than among those who do not believe the

bishops are doing a good job.

On a separate question, whether

the U.S. government should reduce

income differences between rich and

poor, 50 percent of Catholics polled said

the government should reduce income

differences, while 45 percent disagreed;

another 5 percent had no opinion.

But support was higher for this

idea— 52 percent— among those who
believe the bishops are doing a good
job. Conversely, the question gained the

support of only 42 percent who thought

the bishops were not doing a good job.

Both local pastors and Pope Benedict

XVI scored higher approval ratings, 86

percent for each. But 68 percent of those

polled strongly agreed their pastor was
doing a goodjob, compared to 47 percent

who strongly agreed the pope was doing

a good job.

Asked whether the church was
stronger or weaker since news of the

clergy sex abuse scandals broke five

years ago, 41 percent said the church is

weaker, 31 percent felt there had been

no change, and 23 percent believed it is

stronger.

But among those who follow the

news of the U.S. bishops, a plurality of

respondents felt the church had grown
stronger, but that figure was still less than

40 percent.

Among those who feel the church

is weaker afl:er the scandals, a higher

percentage, 48 percent, believe so if they

were aware of a sex abuse allegation

in their diocese. Support for the U.S.

bishops' leadership is stronger among
those unaware of clergy sex abuse

allegations in their diocese, although

Catholics by a 3-to-2 margin approved of

the bishops' leadership even ifthey were

aware of an abuse allegation.

The bishops enjoyed an 83 percent

approval rating in the first Contemporary

Catholic Trends poll in fall 2001. It

dropped to a low of 58 percent in spring

2004 and had reached a 71 percent

approval rating last fall before this

spring's slight dip.

The poll consisted of phone
interviews March 14-16 with 1,522

Catholics chosen nationwide from
a Zogby-compiled database of self-

identified Catholics fi-om previous polls.

The margin of error is plus or minus 2.6

percentage points.

The poll also revealed that 59

percent felt religion does not currently

have enough influence in public life,

while 15 percent said it had too much
sway; another 23 percent said religion

had the right amount of influence.

The numbers prompted an April 4

statement fi-om William Donohue, head

of the Catholic League for Religious and

Civil Rights, saying the data on religion's

influence in public life have "deep

ramifications" for presidential hopefuls.

"Protestants can be counted on to vote

for the Republican nominee and Jews can

be counted on to vote for the Democratic

candidate. Catholics, on the other hand,

have been in flux for the past few decades,

and whoever wins their vote wins the

White House," Donohue said.

"The results of this latest poll

suggest that Catholic voters will be

most responsive to those candidates who
support a more public role for religion,"

he said.

MM!
(11 + 'J)' It's news and

V ^^^^ J inspiration about

the Diocese of Charlotte!

Subscribe today
docPodS — it's FREE!

Check It out at

www CharlotteDiocese

strongly :.omewhat somewhat strongly

<iqrf>fe disagree disagree
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17% 15%

The government ought to reduce income differences

between rich and poor.

Source: LeMoyne College/Zogby International ©2007 CNS

Sisters of Mercy join Catholic immigration advocates

at Hill to push for reform bill

WASHINGTON — Mercy Sister

Linda Werthman of Silver Spring, Md.,

represented the Sisters of Mercy of the

Americas during the April 17-19 Justice for

hnmigrants national gathering organized

by the U.S. CathoHc bishops' migration

awareness campaign of the same name.

After a day and a half of briefings

and strategizing with advocates who
work on immigration every day, activists

from more than 66 dioceses took their

campaign for immigration reform to

Capitol Hill April 19.

Sister Werthman said the Sisters of

Mercy support House bill H.R. 1645,

also known as the Security Through
Regularized Immigration and a Vibrant

Economy, or STRIVE, Act.

As of mid-April, H.R. 1645, had the

backing— at least as a starting point—
of many in a vast coalition of business,

agriculture, union, civil rights, ethnic and

religious organizations.

Kevin Appleby, director ofmigration

and refiigee policy for the U.S. bishops,

said the STRIVE Act has many of the

components sought by the USCCB
and others.

Take the Survey!
/ \

Bishop Peter J. Jugis is conducting a reader survey. If you are

chosen and receive a survey from Bishop Jugis, please take the

tinne to answer the questions and return the form.

Survey results will be published in June.
^
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Limbo reflects 'restrictive view of salvation'

LIMBO, from page 1

theological awareness today that

God is merciful and "wants all

human beings to be saved,"
it said.

Grace has priority over sin, and

the exclusion of irmocent babies from

heaven does not seem to reflect Christ's

special love for "the little ones," it said.

"Our conclusion is that the many
factors that we have considered ...

give serious theological and liturgical

groimds for hope that unbaptized infants

who die will be saved and enjoy the

beatific vision," the document said.

"We emphasize that these are reasons

for prayerful hope, rather than grounds

for sure knowledge," it added.

The 41 -page document, titled "The

Hope of Salvation for Infants Who Die

Without Being Baptized," was published

in Origins, the documentary service of

Catholic News Service. Pope Benedict

XVI authorized its publication earlier

this year.

The 30-member International

Theological Commission acts as

an advisory panel to the Vatican, in

particular to the Congregation for the

Doctrine of the Faith. Its documents

are not considered expressions of

authoritative church teaching, but they

sometimes set the stage for official

Vatican pronouncements.

The commission's document said

salvation for unbaptized babies who
die was becoming an urgent pastoral

question, in part because their number is

RITE OF BAPTISM
FOR CHILDREN

CNS PHOTO BY Nanct Wiechec

The church teaches that baptism is the ordinary way to salvation for all people and urges parents to

baptize infants. But in a newly published document, the Vatican's International Theological Commission

said there are good reasons to hope that babies who die without baptism go to heaven.

greatly increasing. Many infants today

are bom to parents who are not practicing

Catholics, and many others are the unborn

victims of abortion, it said.

Limbo has never been defined as

church dogma and is not mentioned in the

current Catechism ofthe Catholic Church,

which states simply that unbaptized

infants are entrusted to God's mercy.

But limbo has long been regarded

as the common teaching of the church.

In the modern age, "people find it

increasingly difficult to accept that God

Only 6 places left
Join the Diocese of Charlotte

and Fr. Mo West, Vicar General and Chancellor, for the

with a day in Seattle!

ftygust 200T

Your 8-day excursion includes:
* Daily Mass; time for spiritual growth cmd peaceful reflection on the

majestic grandem of God's creation

* Roxmd trip airfare from Charlotte

* All meals and accommodations on Holland America's luxury cruise

ship Oosterdam with stops in Seattle, Jimeau, Hubbard Glacier, Sitka,

Ketchikan and Victoria, BC
* One pre-cruise night at hotel in Seattle with city tour and free time
* Airport transfers in Seattle

Price starts at only $2,199 per person for double occupancy and includes

airfare from Charlotte, all ship meals, accommodations, Seattle hotel and city tour,

transfers, port charges and taxes (which may be subject to change).

Reserve today for best cabin choice and low^est rates! Call for a

brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese (704)370-3332 or Corporate Travel Service

(800)727-1999, Ext. 116.

isjust and merciftil ifhe excludes infants,

who have no personal sins, from eternal

happiness," the new document said.

'No explicit answer'

Parents in particular can experience

grief and feelings of guilt when they

doubt their unbaptized children are with

God, it said.

The church's hope for these infants'

salvation reflects a growing awareness of

God's mercy, the commission said.

But the issue is not simple, because

appreciation for divine mercy must be

reconciled with fundamental church

teachings about original sin and about the

necessity ofbaptism for salvation, it said.

The document traced the development

of church thinking about the fate of

unbaptized children, noting that there

is "no explicit answer" from Scripture

or tradition.

In the fifth century, St. Augustine

concluded that infants who die without

baptism were consigned to hell. By the

13th century, theologians referred to

the "limbo of infants" as a place where

imbaptized babies were deprived of the

vision ofGod, but did not suffer because

they did not know what they were
deprived of.

Through the centuries, popes and

church councils were carefiil not to define

limbo as a doctrine ofthe faith and to leave

the question open. That was important in

allowing an evolution of the teaching, the

theological commission said.

A key question taken up by the

document was the church's teaching

that baptism is necessary for salvation.

That teaching needs interpretation, in

view of the fact that "infants ... do not

place any personal obstacle in the way
of redemptive grace," it said. In this

and other situations, the need for the

sacrament of baptism is not absolute

and is secondary to God's desire for the

salvation of every person, it said.

"God can therefore give the grace

of baptism without the sacrament being

conferred, andthisfactshouldparticularly

be recalled when the conferring of

baptism would be impossible," it said.

This does not deny that all salvation

comes through Christ, it said, but it

requires a more carefiil understanding of

how this may work.

United with Christ

The document outlined several ways
by which unbaptized babies might be

united to Christ:

— A "saving conformity to Christ

in his own death" by infants who
themselves suffer and die.

— A solidarity with Christ among
infant victims of violence, bom and

unborn, who are endangered by the "fear

or selfishness of others."

— God may simply give the gift

of salvation to unbaptized infants,

corresponding to his sacramental gift of

salvation to the baptized.

The document said the standard

teaching that there is "no salvation

outside the church" calls for similar

interpretation.

The church's magisterium has moved
toward a more "nuanced understanding"

of how a saving relationship with the

church can be realized, it said. This does

not mean that someone who has not

received the sacrament ofbaptism cannot

be saved, it said. Rather, it means that

"there is no salvation which is not from

Christ and ecclesial by its very nature,"

it said.

The document quoted St. Paul's

teaching that spouses of Christians may
be "consecrated" through their wives or

husbands. This indicates that the holiness

of the church reaches people "outside the

visible bounds ofthe church" through the

bonds of human communion, it said.

The document said the church clearly

teaches that people are bom into a state

of sinfulness — original sin — which

requires an act of redemptive grace to be

washed away.

But Scripture also proclaims the

"superabundance" of grace over sin, it

said. That seems to be missing in the

idea oflimbo, which identifies more with

Adam's sinfulness than with Christ's

redemption, it said. "Christ's solidarity

with all of humanity must have priority

over the solidarity of human beings with

Adam," it said.

Liturgically, the motive for hope was
confirmed by the introduction in 1970

of a fijneral rite for unbaptized infants

whose parents intended to present them

for baptism, it said.

The commission said the new
theological approach to the question of

unbaptized babies should not be used to

"negate the necessity of baptism, nor to

delay the conferral of the sacrament."

"Rather, there are reasons to hope

that God will save these infants precisely

because it was not possible to do for

them that what would have been mosl

desirable — to baptize them in the faith

of the church and incorporate them
visibly into the body of Christ," it said.

The commission said hopefijlness

was not the same as certainty about the

destiny of such infants.

"Itmust be clearly acknowledged that

the church does not have sure knowledge

about the salvation of unbaptized infants

who die," it said.

U.S. Cardinal William J. Levada,

who heads the commission and the

doctrinal congregation, met with the

pope to discuss the document Jan. 19

and, with the pope's approval, authorized

its publication.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MAY 6, 2007

Social justice themes permeate

a buffet of books
REVIEWED BY BRIAN T. OLSZEWSKI

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

This buffet of books parallels the

L'+iny of justice issues Catholics are

called to address.

While South African apartheid,

the work of Cesar Chavez among
farmworkers and the struggle between

those who term themselves pro-life

and pro-choice serve as examples of

justice, or the lack thereof, the value

of "Lord, Have Mercy: Praying for

Justice With Conviction and Humility"

is in the questions Claire E. Wolfteich

asks of readers, moving them to pray

and to reflect upon justice: How do we
make sense of the awful things that

people do to one another? How do we
prayerfully engage social and political

issues without simplifying those issues,

or causing greater alienation in the faith

community?

One realizes that she is writing about

something toward which she herself

journeys and with which she struggles.

By linking the search forjustice to prayer,

Eucharist, Scripture and the inspired

words of church writers such as Swiss

theologian Karl Barth, German Jesuit

Father Karl Rahner and St. Ignatius of

Loyola, Wolfteich provides readers with

the prodding and wisdom they need in

seeking justice.

"Living God's Justice: Reflections

and Prayers," by the Roundtable
Association of Diocesan Social Action

Directors, provides spiritual material on

which those who hunger for justice will

be nourished. Some are the words of the

well-known, e.g., Thomas a" Kempis,
while others were written by those in

social justice outreach. Some are a few
lines, others are leader-congregation

pieces appropriate for meetings of social

justice commissions. Together, they make
for a volume through which readers will

be aided in their prayers for justice.

In "The New Friars," Scott A.

Bessenecker features people who have

made a commitment to live with and

work among the poor. He tells their

stories so well readers will have no
problem smelling the garbage of the

communities or picturing the squalor

residents call home. He leaves no doubt

how injustice among the world's poorest

people can be and is being addressed.

Bessenecker is the director of global

projects with InterVarsity Christian

Fellowship/USA; his accounts may
inspire those, particularly young adults,

MERCY LIVING
GODS
JUSTICE

THE NEW
Lazarus

lit the Tabt6

FRIARl

who wish to live justice more than they

want to talk about it.

Of the new fiiars, he writes, "Their

love for people who have fallen to the

outer ring of society comes from a long-

standing and historic tradition ofdisciples

who loved surfing the edges. Today's

Western church relegates them to the

periphery. We've forgotten that some of

Christianity's best years have been spent

outside the bounds of popularity."

Readers who find themselves asking

"What does the church teach about

justice?" will appreciate the seven areas

— the life and dignity of the person,

family and community, rights and
responsibilities, the poor and vulnerable,

work and workers' rights, solidarity, and

creation — Bernard F. Evans features

in "Lazarus at the Table: Catholics and

Social Justice."

An associate professor of pastoral

theology who holds the Virgil Michel

ecumenical chair in rural social ministries

at St. John's School of Theology-
Seminary in Collegeville, Mirm., Evans

offers a step-by-step introduction and

overview of church teaching about

each. Drawing upon encyclicals and
statements of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops, he provides context

for what the church teaches and why.

While the compilation by itself is

valuable to students, the inclusion of

discussion questions and recommended
actions that conclude the chapters on

each of the topics provides readers with

the inspiration to practice what has been

preached. It would be ideal for use in

a parish-based adult faith formation

program.

»,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see VOUR COMRAJSnTS name here?

I-.OVI/ ad rates - easyfor small businesses and
individuals, too! ^'^T^Thc .1 t

vt^atholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now! MMM.'—W—!

M<3}' 6, Fi/th 'S>undia'^

of Easter

Cycle C Readings:

1) Acts 14:21-27

Psalms 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13

2) Revelation 21:1-5

3) Gospel: John 13:31-33, 34-35

Loving as God
did never goes

out of style

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

When I was in seventh grade, not

long after Christmas I remember dressing

up for church in some knee-high leather

boots and a "hip hugger" skirt — very

avant garde for 1968.

I thought I was quite stylish and in

sync with the fashion of the time (in a

word, "cool"). That's why it amuses me
to see boots, flared-leg pants and low-

waist jeans make such a comeback.

Clothes that I got rid of decades

ago are now "retro" or "vintage," and

they're in high demand (even polyester

shirts!). Some of what's considered

"new" is actually quite outdated but it's

being appropriated and reinterpreted by a

whole new clientele.

Likewise, the "new commandment"
that Jesus gives his disciples in today's

Gospel — to love one another — isn't

really new at all. It's actually rooted

in the Torah, or Jewish law, according

to Leviticus 19:18: "Take no revenge

and cherish no grudge against your
fellow countrymen. You shall love your

neighbor as yourself"

So what's so new about it?

For one thing, Jesus invites his

disciples to broaden the scope of that

commandment. Not only are Christians

to love their "fellow countrymen" or

those who are like themselves. They are

to embrace all people, even enemies.

Furthermore, Jesus calls us to love

others, not only as we would love

ourselves (truth be told, we don't even

love ourselves all that well!), but "as I

have loved you."

Big difference.

The danger of hearing anything

spoken many, many times is that it can

become stale, trivial and inconsequential,

like "yesterday's news." Yet the good
news of the risen Lord is that even an

"old" commandment becomes new,
acquiring an even broader meaning and

taking on fi-esh significance.

Loving one another as the Lord loved

us never goes out of style, nor is it finished

once and for all. It is an attitude, a choice,

an action that is renewed every day.

Questions:

How have you trivialized Jesus'

commandment to "love one another"?

In what situation or relationship are you
called to love as Jesus loves you?

Scripture to be Illustrated:

"I give you a new commandmenf
(John 13:34).

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 29-MAY 5

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Easter), Acts 13:14,43-52, Revelation 7:9, 14-17, John 10:27-30;

Monday (St. Pius V), Acts 11:1-18, John 10:1-10; Tuesday (St. Joseph the Worker), Acts

11:19-26, John 10:22-30; Wednesday (St. Athanasius), Acts 12:24-13:5, John 12:44-50;

Thursday (Sts. Philip and James), 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, John 14:6-14; Friday, Acts 13:26-33,

John 14:1-6; Saturcjay, Acts 13:44-52, John 14:7-14.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 6-12

Sunday (Fifth Sunday of Easter), Acts 14:21-27, Revelation 21:1-5, John 13:31-35; Monday,

Acts 14:5-18, John 14:21-26; Tuesday, Acts 14:19-28, John 14:27-31; Wednesday, Acts 15:1-6,

John 15:1-8; Thursday (Bi. Damien of Moloka'i), Acts 15:7-21, John 15:9-11; Friday, Acts

15:22-31, John 15:12-17; Saturday (Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, St. Pancras) Acts 16:1-10,

John 15:18-21.

CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGES
11 Days Pilgrimage to Poland and Prague. Aug 27-Sep 6, 2007. $2950 pp. Includes 2 nights in

Warsaw, 2 nights Czestrochowa, 3 nights each in Krakow & Prague. Fr. Price Oswalt from OKC

11 Days Italian Shrines. Sep 22-Oct 3, 2007. $2990 pp. Includes 2 nights each in Venice &

Assisi, 3 nights each in Florence & Rome. Visit Padua, Ravenna & Siena. Fr. Krempa from

Winchester, VA

12 Days Fatima & Spain. Oct 8-19, $2750 pp. Includes 3 nights each Fatima & Madrid, 2 nights

Santiago de Compostela, 1 night each in Burgos & Avila. Visit Toledo. Fr That Son from WV.

Includes air from Raleigh, Charlotte and Greensboro; daily breakfast and dinners. Call John

Tagnesi at 888-544-4461.

(These are privately-sponsored trips, not affiliated with the Diocese of Charlotte.)
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Retired.
Not retiring.

Kathy has her own idea ofwellness. Some days, it's a hole-in-one.

Other times, it's gardening, gourmet dining, and grandchildren.

Soon, she'll have more time for it all. Being carefree feels good.

Living here will feel great... like hitting the green. Because

here, wellness is a way of life.

Pennybyrn at Maryfield is opening soon and residence

selection is becoming limited -

peMfJVBVRKl
at MARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260

(336) 886-4103 or (866) 627-9343

www.PennybymAtMaryfieId.coni

Sponsored by die SisXets ofthe Poor Servants of the Mother ofGod

MAC/CNH/Ret3

Maryland professor makes
history on 'Jeopardy!'

BY SUZANNE M. SINGLETON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WALKERSVILLE, Md. — As he

sits on the blue couch in his Walkersville

home watching "Jeopardy! America's

Favorite Quiz Show," Scott Weiss knows
most of the answers.

"Being in front of everyone on

the planet on TV on the show — that's

a different kind of thing!" said the

assistant professor in the department

of mathematics and computer science

at Mount St. Mary's University in

Emmitsburg, who was a recent contestant

on "Jeopardy!"

The 36-year-old garnered winnings

of $63,000 over four rounds.

An avidpuzzles andgames enthusiast

with a basement full of board games,

Weiss decided to take an online test

(along with tens of thousands of others)

a year ago, which began the process of

becoming a "Jeopardy!" contestant.

He was one of the lucky ones who
received a call to audition in Washington.

Then he was invited to Sony Studios in

Los Angeles for a December taping.

In the process, Weiss made

"Jeopardy!" history. He ended the final

round in a three-way tie with two other

contestants; each had $16,000 after

providing the question of Bonnie Parker

of the infamous Bonnie and Clyde.

For the first time in the show's

23-year history, all three contestants

returned for a new taping when usually

only one contestant advances — beating

1 in 25 million odds.

"I did wager intentionally to cause

the tie ifwe all had it right," said Weiss.

"Having watched 'Jeopardy! ' for so long,

I knew that there had never been a three-

way tie before. So I saw a chance to make
history and to give away some more of

the show's money."

The Long Island, N.Y., native held

a viewing party at his home to watch

his four performances. In addition, the

university, where he has been employed

for nine years, held a large viewing party

for faculty and students.

During the weekend of March 24-

25, the avid "Jeopardy!" fan participated

in the American Crossword Puzzle

Tournament in Stamford, Coim., where

he placed 19th out of 698 competitors

— his second-best showing.

In-house productions

CNS PHOTO

The Vatican has released a new, complete catalogue of its in-house production of DVDs documenting

the life and death of Pope John Paul I!, the papal transition of 2005, the Second Vatican Council, and

what goes on behind the walls of Vatican City.

Vatican releases DVDs detailing lives ofrecentpopes

BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY— The Vatican has

released a complete catalog of DVDs
documenting the life and death of Pope

John Paul II, the papal transition of 2005

and the Second Vatican Council, and what

goes on behind Vatican City's walls.

To mark the second anniversary

of the death of Pope John Paul and the

election of Pope Benedict XVI, the

Vatican television center presented a full-

color, two-page catalog showcasing the

seven DVD collections for sale.

The collection is unique "because

CTV (Vatican television center)

cameramen can get close to the pope"

and capture images and events that other

television crews cannot.

For example, the hour-long
documentary, "Benedict XVI: The Keys

of the Kingdom," starts out giving the

viewer a ride in the backseat of the

popemobile. The camera peers over Pope

John Paul's shoulder and shows crowds

waving to him as the pope is driven home
from Rome's Gemelli hospital a few

weeks before his death April 2, 2005.

Viewers also are given privileged

peeks ofthe Sistine Chapel, where voting

for the new pope took place, workers

'

erecting the smoke stack that would tell

the world with a puff of white smoke

that a pope had been elected, and the

cardinals' living quarters during the

papal transition.

Accompanied by detailed and

colorful commentary, there is also

footage of the newly elected Pope
Benedict walking up to the closed red

curtain moments before he was presented

to the world fi"om the central balcony of

St. Peter's Basilica. There is also footage

of the joyous celebrations the new pope

encountered on the streets when he

returned to his old apartment to greet^

neighbors and friends.
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Praise and worship

Courtesy Photo

Allana-Rae Ramkissoon, vice principal ofOur Lady ofthe Assumption School

in Charlotte, leads students in a celebratory dance during a Harambe Mass at

Our Lady ofthe Assumption Church in Charlotte Feb. 15, as part ofa Black

History Month celebration.

The Harambe Mass, which celebrates the heritage of African-American

Catholics, has been a monthly tradition at Our Lady ofConsolation Church in

Charlotte since 200L Alicia Verdun, aparishioner ofOur Lady ofConsolation

Church and a parent ofafifth-grader at Our Lady ofthe Assumption School,

coordinated the Mass in which students tookpart in several ofthe rituals.

Mary Jones and Bernard Carr, members ofOur Lady of Consolation Church

Choir; and Eric Massy, Our Lady of Consolation Church's music minister,

helped a choir ofOur Lady ofthe Assumption School students lead traditional

Aff-ican-American hymns while accompanied by Maureen Johnson on a

ceremonial drum.

Father RichardHanson celebrated the Mass. -

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CNAs & AIDES: In-home aide company hiring

NC-licensed CNAs and experienced caregivers

for work in the greater Charlotte area. Must be

trustworthy and passionate about helping seniors.

Day, evening, overnight and live-in shifts available.

Call Partners In Care, 8am-5pm, for interview.

704-554-9904.

FOR RENT

HOUSE: 3 BR/2 Vz B. University area with 2-

car garage on private lot and quiet street. 5825
Nicholas Ave., Charlotte, NC 28269. $1100/month.
704-968-8579.

LAKE LURE VACATION CABIN: Beautifiil

mountain setting inside Lake Lure city limits.

New, spotless, spacious, '2 bedrooms, 2 baths,

wrap-around deck. Spectacular views! Close to

all area activities. Relax for weekend, week or

more. Reasonable. Military discount. No Pets.

828-299-3714

FOR SALE

200 volumes Catholic mysticism/contemplative

prayer/spirituality. Send S^A.S.E. Jim Costello,2

Whirlaway Court, Hendersonville, NC 28792 for

listing/price entire library.

PRAYERS & PETITIONS

Thank you, St. Jude, for hearing my novena. Please

answer. DL

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION

St. Paul the Apostle Church is a community that is committed to

Intergenerational Catechesis and is seeking an experienced Director of

Faith Fomiation. Tlie position will be open as of July 1 , 2007.

Candidate must be a practidng Catholic with a master's degree in Catholic

theology and a minimum of five years pastoral experience. Send resume

and references to: Susie Barnes, St Paul the Apostle Catholic Church, 2715

Horse Pen Creek Rd, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (336) 294-6149; e-mail

sbames@stpaulcc.org.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
St Paul Education Center, a vibrant Pre K-Grade 8 parish school of 225 students in historic New Bern, N. C, Is

seeking a dedicated, dynamic and creative visionary for Principal to carry on the strong tradition of academic

excellence and Catholic faith formation for our diverse student body. An exceptional elementary/middle school,

steeped In Catholic tradition, SPEC has just completed re-accreditation through the Southern Assodation of

Colleges and Schools (SACS). Ttie school enjoys outstanding support from the Pastor, parents and staff within this

growing parish community of 1 ,780 families.

Tfie successful candidate will:

a) be a highly qualified, committed, practicing Catholic, In good standing with the Church

b) exhibit strong leadership. Integrity, sound judgment excellent communication and organization skills

c) possess a master's degree In Educational Administration/Leadership with a minimum of 3-5 years' experience

In Catholic schools, preferably as a school Principal

d) possess or be eligible to be licensed as an administrator by the N.C. Department of Public Instruction.

Salary will be commensurate with education, experience and qualifications. Contract year begins July 2007.

Deadline for receipt of applications is April 27, 2007. For further Information and qualifications visit our website at

vww.stpaulccnewbem.org.

To apply, please forward cover letter, resume and credentials by e^all to specsearch@yahoo.com or by mall to:

Principal Search Committee, St Paul Catholic Church,3005 Country Club Road.New Bern, North Carolina 28562.

DIRECTOR OF DIOCESAN HOUSING CORPORATION
The Catholic Diocese of Charlotte Housing Corporation is seeking a full-time director to provide

vision and leadership to a developing housing ministry. A complete job description for this position

can be found at wvw.cdchousingcorp.org. Position includes competitive salary and benefits

package. To be considered for this position, submit a resume postmarked by May 4, 2007 to:

Gerard A. Carter, CDCHC

1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, NC 2820^003 or email gacarter@chartottediocese.org.

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE
HOUSING CORPORATION

Come Grow With Us

Financial Advisors

Triune Capital Advisors, LLC is a faith-based, full service

broker-dealer firm. Our commitment is to high ethical

standarfis, professional and personal grovrt;h for you and your

clients. If you are already licensed and are sincere about making

a difference in people's lives, contact us.

Sarah Westbrook

704-714-2202

swe5tbrook@triunecapital.com

201 S. College St. — Suite 100

Charlotte, NC 28244
Member NASD Member SIPC

CORRECTION
In the March 30 issue, Katrlna Krulikas, a parishioner of the Basilica of St. Lawrence who
received a prize from the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, was incorrectly listed as a

first-grader. She Is a fourth-grader. The Catholic News & Herald regrets the error.
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Surprise homecoming Kids helping kids

Courtesy Photo

Lt. Jim Cortes of the U.S. Navy reserves surprised his children, first-grader

Connor andfourth-grader Kyndall, as well as their classmates, when he visited

Immaculate Heart ofMary School in High Pointfor lunch Feb. 9. Cortes had

just returnedfrom a tour ofduty in the Middle East, where he had been serving

a tour ofduty since October.

Cortes, his wife, Patty, and their children, including pre-schooler Lydia, are

parishioners ofImmaculate Heart ofMary Church in High Point

Cortes, who has been the department head of training with the Navy for

approximately 1,100 deployed service members in the SW Asia Theater of

Operations, was stationed in Norfolk, Va., awaiting his next assignment

Photo by Cahole McGRorrr

Students at Asheville Catholic School hold up some of the items they collected for donation during Lent

April 4 as part of their school's outreach program.

Lenten sacrifices benefit children s home
BY CAROLE McGROTTY

CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Students at

Asheville Catholic School are helping

the less fortunate.

Students gathered for a prayer

service in the school gymnasium April

4, during which the gifts they collected

through their Lenten sacrifices were

blessed by Father John Schneider, pastor

of St. Eugene Church in Asheville.

Collected as part of the school's

outreach program, the gifts will benefit

residents of Elida Homes in Asheville,

a nonprofit agency serving children

and families in western North Carolina

with programs including residential and

foster care, and child development and

community support services.

Throughout their Lenten journey,

the students fasted and attended

reconciliation services, collected needed

school supplies and raised $300, mostly

in change, to help buy shoes for Elida

residents.

According to Rita Pisano, religion

coordinator for Asheville Catholic, the

donated supplies included more than

4,000 pens, pencils and erasers, as well

as art supplies, notebooks, backpacks,

socks and stuffed animals.

That winning fire

Courtesy Photo

Walter Reid ofthe Mecklenburg County Fire Marshals office (left), and Sister

ofSt. Joseph Helene Nagle, principal (right), are pictured with St. Ann School

students who wonfirstplace in the 29th Annual Fire andLife SafetyBowl at the

Oasis Temple in Charlotte March 15. Fourth- andfifth-grade studentsfrom 30

publicandprivate schools in Mecklenburg Countyparticipatedin the event, with

teams answering questionsfrom study materialsprovided by thefire marshal's

office. Reid awarded St. Ann Schoolparticipants $500, individual trophies and

the John W. Knowles Award. Knowles, a longtime Mecklenburg County fire

marshal, retired in 1998. The Fire and Life Safety Bowl is presented by the

Mecklenburg County Fire Marshal s office, the Charlotte Fire Department and

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. The St. Ann School team, coached by Diane

Troy, consisted ofElla Little, Phylissa Greeley, Alex Prys, Jodi Croat and Cara

Toebbe. Team managers were Matthew Hajek andNicole Balas.

^ou are Invited

To the 2007

"Life is Sweet''

(pro-Life Conference

& (Dessert SociaC

Hosted by Charlotte area Right to Life

Saturday, May 5*^ 1 :00 - 4:00pm

St. Gabriel Catholic Church Parish Center

Featuring Debi Vinnedge

Founder of Children of God for Life

Plus, Break-out Sessions on:

• Embryonic Stem Cells

• Post Abortion Issues

• Sidewalk Prayer &
Counseling

www.CharlotteLife.org
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Happy Mother's Day
from the Supreme Court
Partial-birth decision preserves, promotes fetal life

Mother's Day has come a month
early to the U.S. Supreme Court.

In mid-April, the court upheld
Congress' prohibition of partial-birth

abortion. A practice bordering, if not

mimicking, infanticide has been put

largely off limits.

Partial-birth abortion involves

the near-completed delivery of an

intact child, only to then intentionally

puncture the child's skull for the purpose

of inflicting death by suctioning out

the brain.

When the state of Nebraska sought

to ban this gruesome procedure some
years ago, the Supreme Court found the

state's ban too vague to be enforceable

and lacking a health exception.

Congress tightened up the language

and supplied an exception for life, but not

health. Responsible medical testimony

found the procedure to be "never

medically necessary" and fraught with its

own health risks.

In its latest ruling, the court conceded

that the need for a health exception was
contested. Nevertheless, in spite of that

medical uncertainty, the court found

there was no basis to invalidate the law

in its entirety.

Rather, the presumption should

be in favor of the law's enforcement,

leaving the door ajar just a bit should

an unusually rare medical condition be

specifically demonstrated to medically

require the procedure.

In general, said the court, the federal

restriction was perfectly valid since

"the government has a legitimate and

substantial interest in preserving and

promoting fetal life."

While only vindicating a ban of

one notably ugly procedure, the ruling

is important for the insight it supplies

about the new court led by Chief Justice

John Roberts. Especially relevant given

the advent of Mother's Day is the extent

to which the court chose to highlight

the profound social injury that abortion

represents to motherhood.

Writing for the court majority, which
included Roberts and Justices Samuel
Alito, Clarence Thomas and Antonin

Scalia, JusticeAnthony Kennedy affirmed

that "respect for human life finds [its]

ultimate expression in the bond of love

the mother has for her child."

Acknowledging abortion to be a

painful and difficult moral decision, the

court pronounced that it would be "self-

evident" for any mother to regret her

choice to abort. The majority speculated

that this pain would be far greater

if the law had permitted a doctor to

engage in the shocking killing of a child

partially bom.
Dissenting, Justice Ruth Bader

Faith &
Precedent

DOUGLAS W.
KMIEC

CNS COLUMNIST

Ginsburg understood the implications

of motherhood for the case entirely

differently.

Calling even the limitation ofa single,

heinous abortion procedure "alarming,"

she and her fellow dissenters (Justices

John Paul Stevens, Stephen Breyer and

David Hackett Souter), characterized the

abortion right as essential to a woman's
autonomy and her "enjoyment of
equal citizenship."

Why a woman's equality depends

upon the option of destroying the life of

her child is unexplained.

As a one-time law dean, it was my
privilege to meet Ginsburg from time

to time. In person, she is a kind and

intelligent woman. Her thoughtfulness

toward my law students — men and

women alike— was always generous.

What is baffling in light of these

personal meetings is the stridency of

her dissent and her sarcastic denigration

of Congress' effort to protect life

by likening it to the most repressive

gender laws.

Indeed, Ginsburg comes very close

to equating the protection of unborn
children to abusive behavior toward
women. Seemingly to refiite the "bond

of love" between mother and child noted

by the majority, Ginsburg emphasizes

unwanted pregnancies and the daily

incidents of sexual assault.

This is non sequitur. Proscribing

an inhuman abortion practice does not

re-impose "discredited notions about

women's place in the family and under

the constitution."

Ginsburg is right, of course, that at

one time — a half-century or more ago
— the law rather exclusively highlighted

"the destiny and mission of women to

fulfill the noble and benign offices of

wife and mother."

America can and should still celebrate

these as noble callings. Nothing about

protecting unborn life, however, requires

that they be the only vocational choices

of a woman.
The Supreme Court's Mother's Day

gift? Rejection of the pernicious idea that

women can only achieve by standing

upon the graves of their unborn children.

It's not about the job
Faith in God's providence overcomes concerns

about employment

"It's not about the job, son." It's

about faith, trust and confidence in

God's providence.

I believe this is what God has

been trying to teach me for the last five

months after I lost my job a week before

Thanksgiving and my daughter's first

birthday.

May 1 is the feast of St. Joseph

the Worker, and the Catholic Church

honors him as the patron saint ofworkers

worldwide. I have always looked up to St.

Joseph as one ofmy role models, but five

months ofunemployment have definitely

raised my devotion to a higher level.

Initially, I was not too concerned

about being jobless. My wife, on the

other hand, was concerned from the

beginning, as she is staying home
with our daughter. Finding a job had

always come naturally to me. I am
bilingual and these days being fluent in

Spanish is considered a very marketable

commodity.

I toldmy wife, "Honey, don't worry.

I'll have a job by Christmas."

However, God had other plans. It

was going to take more than speaking

Spanish and trusting in all my skills to

find a job.

A couple of phone interviews with

a recruiter for a local company went

extremely well. This made me feel

confident that I was going to land a job

with them as a Spanish interpreter. The
recruiter assured me that the only step

left for my hiring was a phone interview

with the company CEO.
"He should be calling you real

soon," the recruiter said.

Henever did. The day after Christmas,

I received a nice letter telling me that they

had hired someone else. I was a little

disappointed, but not scared yet.

I hit my breaking point at the end

of January after several interviews

with different companies and two very

close calls. One of the companies even

asked me to come back for a second

interview, and their VP of sales sparked

my optimism: "We should be ready to

hire you soon."

After sending countless e-mails and

leaving several phone messages, I am
still waiting to hear from them.

I sensed danger.

It was time to get on my knees

and ask for divine intervention. Enter

St. Joseph.

I figured somebody who could

provide for the Immaculate Conception

and the Son ofGod could understand my
worries. After all, I am sure that when he

had to flee to Egypt with a "stay-at-home

mom" and a newborn baby, he did not

know what to expect, but he trusted that

God's providence would take care of all

their needs.

So I started begging St. Joseph

relentlessly to help me find a job quickly.

At the same time, my prayer to God was

an echo ofmy wife's chronic complaint: "I

don't understand how a bilingual man with

a college education can't find a job."

Neither did I, sweetheart.

A very wise priest told me once that

Guest
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GUEST COLUMNIST

you never want to ask God "why," but

"how." He used the example of finding

Jesus in the Temple when Mary asked the

young Jesus: "Why have you done this to

us? Your father and I have been looking

for you anxiously" (Lk 2:48).

Jesus' answer marks the only
occasion in the Gospels where he
rebukes his mother. Using this lesson as

my frame of reference, I started asking

God, through the intercession of St.

Joseph, to please show me how to find a

job— ASAP.
After my attitude adjustment and my

increased prayer life, I knew I was getting

close to my goal after one job interview

in late February. My interviewer, a

devout Christian, decided to pray for me
at the end of the interview. Nowhere in

"What Color is My Parachute" does it

say that prayer is an integral part of job

interview etiquette.

Of course, I did not get the job, but

only God knows why. But finally, on

March 19, the Solemnity of St. Joseph, I

got a job offer.

Coincidence? No, 'God-incidence.'

By the time you read this column, I'll

be sitting at my desk at my new inside

sales job.

I do not wish for anyone, single or

married, to go through a long period of

unemployment like I did to increase their

trust in God and his providence. But if

you find yourself in that predicament, go

to St. Joseph.

Like St. Teresa ofAvila wrote in her

"Dialogues," whatever you ask of St.

Joseph, you shall receive.

It's true. I did.
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St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte.
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Write a Letter to the Editor

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from

readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250

words or less, pertain to recent newspaper content

or Catholic issues, and be In good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must In-

clude the name, address and daytime phone number

of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may

be condensed due to space limitations and edited

for clarity, style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish po-

etry, forni letter or petitions. Items submitted to The

Catholic News & Herald become the property of the

newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole or In

part. In print, electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Edi-

tor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@charlottedlocese.org.
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The 'After-Easter Syndrome'
Power of the powerless
Our imperfect lives are made perfect hy

Christ's love

Our real world is made up of despair

and hope, failure and success, defeat

and victory, sin and grace, crying and

laughter.

Our human nature seems more
inclined to despair than to hope; we are

more easily susceptible to believing in the

worst than to count on the best. Usually, a

pessimist— to prove that the darkness is

real— will turn off the light.

The good news is that we believe in

flie heroes' ability to snatch victory from

defeat, and Jesus proves just that with

his resurrection. Jesus' resurrection did

not depend on the faith of his disciples;

if it had, it is likely it never would have

occurred.

His resurrection relied on the power
ofGod rather than on the powerless fear.

The defeated disciples, however, made
the resurrection meaningfiil when they

shared Jesus' triumph.

Jesus knew that fear was an

overwhelming burden for the disciples,

so he reassured them: "Do not let your

hearts be troubled and do not fear"

(Jn, 14:27). But even with this assurance,

the disciples stayed away from his

execution.

After Jesus' burial, they were
hiding. The angel encouraged them:

"Fear not ... He is risen." There was no

reason to fear.

But, as humans, we are often

paralyzed by fear. Our fear ranges from

a vague uneasiness and anxiety about

everything in general to nothing in

particular. We can fear specific things

— disease, old age, loneliness, parenting,

marriage, strangers, germs, nightmares,

bankruptcy, responsibility, death.

But, basically, we are afraid of what

God will allow to happen to us— what if

he allows the same things that happened

to his own son to happen to us?

The worst that could happen is

death; but the resurrection of Jesus has

overcome even that. Not even death can

snatch us from the Savior's hand. His

resurrection has become our personal

triumph over our inability and fear.

Probably no other disciple felt

the sting of Jesus' death more than

Peter. Jesus had called him the "rock,"

perhaps counting on him to be steady

as a rock. But Peter proved not to be

dependable.

How do you ever again look squarely

Guest

Column

CAPUCHIN
FATHER JOHN C.

AURILIA
GUEST COLUMNIST

• in the face of the one you have denied

three times? But Jesus' love does not fail,

no matter how much we fail him. Our
relationship with him does not depend on

our ability, but on his love.

Peter was not the only one who
failed Jesus' love. Still, Peter, James,

John and Mary Magdalene were the

first ones to witness the miracle of the

resurrection. There is, sometimes, a great

sense ofirony and humor in our powerless

fear and our courage to overcome it.

The message of Easter morning
is that we are not condemned to live a

defeated life. God is willing to roll away
the stones that seem to seal our destiny.

It is true that we have limitations and

imperfections. So what? What we cannot

do, the cross and the resurrection will do
— give power to the powerless.

Capuchin Father Aurilia is pastor

of Immaculate Conception Church in

Hendersonville.

What will the future of our

children be?
Godless hardness of heart spawns violence

The Human
Side

"What will youth look like after all

the violence they have experienced? Will

they be our next peacemakers, terrorists

or basket cases?"

These questions were raised at a

recent symposium — "Growing Up in

Economic and Political Difficulty: Youth

in Palestine, Northern Ireland and Urban
America" — that was sponsored by the

Life Cycle Institute and psychology
department at The Catholic University of

America in Washington.

One presenter showed pictures of

Northern Ireland neighborhoods where
there are tall, barbwire walls between

the Catholic and Protestant sectors.

Another picture showed graffiti in one

sector demonizing the people ofthe other

sector.

The presenter told us the youth throw

rocks at each other over those walls

regularly, and that at night people are

carefiil not to leave lights on in the front

room because that is an invitation for

warring parties to throw bricks through

I
their windows.

As a result of this violence. Catholic

and Protestant citizens live in close

proximity but rarely associate with
each other.

In many countries experiencing

extreme violence, a large part of the

population is young people under the age

of 18. Growing up in these environments

causes these youths to have nightmares,

expectations of continuous violence and

little idea of what a civil atmosphere

is like.

Civic responsibility and harmonious

collaboration are not part of their lives.

If young people lack the vision of

creating a better fixture, what will their

ftiture look like? Most likely it will

continue to be an existence of violence,

hafred, terror and death.

One presenter spoke of the need to

teach youth how to find common groimd
and to cultivate ways of identifying

common interests and issues they can all

agree on.

Interestingly, Cardinal Joseph
Bernardin proposed this same idea

as a means of bringing disenchanted

Catholics back into the fold.

Ironically, his suggestion met
extreme resistance; his detractors were
brother bishops who saw seeking a

common ground as compromising the

Catholic faith.

These days there is little mention of

FATHER
EUGENE
HEMRICK
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seeking common groimd to end the wars

that are being fought among nations and

in the church. We seem to be in an age of

hardened hearts that justify themselves

on the grounds they have the only truth.

Employing might is preferred to

earnest dialogue. To some extent, we
have lost our appetite to better understand

one another.

Pope John Paul II was forever

reminding us of solidarity, to see and

treat all people as family and converse

with each other as cherished friends.

The philosopher Cicero would add

that "our organ of speech is the voice."

In using it we should aim at two things

— "to be clear and to be melodious."

Solidarity implies a melodious
voice, and especially an open heart like

that of the father of the prodigal son who
was willing to go to any lengths to create

harmony and to restore.

Embracing this godly principle is

our best means for overcoming a godless

hardness of heart that spawns violence.

Pope says his new

book highlights

difficult levels of

reading Bible

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI said that in his new book
he tried to highlight what the Bible says

about Jesus, what the moral implications

of his teachings are and how reading the

Scriptures can lead to a real relationship

with Jesus.

At his April 25 weekly general

audience, the pope said his three-pronged

approach to the Bible's words were

inspired by Origen ofAlexandria, a third-

century theologian.

Thepope 's book, "Jesus ofNazareth,"

went on sale April 16 in Italian, German
and Polish; the English edition is set for

release May 15.

During his general audience. Pope

Benedict called Origen "one of the

greatest" teachers of the Christian faith,

particularly because of the way he

combined scholarship, preaching and

teaching with the example of "exemplary

moral conduct."

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English at his

weekly general audience April 25.

Dear brothers and sisters.

Our catechetical journey through the

early church brings us to the remarkable

figure of Origen of Alexandria. This

great teacher of the faith was highly

esteemed by his students, not only for

his theological brilliance but also for his

exemplary moral conduct.

His father, Leonides, was martyred

during the reign of Septimius Severus.

Though Origen himself always had a

deep yearning to die a martyr's death,

he decided that the best way to honor his

father and glorify Christ was by living a

good and upright life.

Later, under the emperor Decius, he

was arrested and tortured for his faith,

dying a few years later.

Origen is best known for his unique

contribution to theology: an "irreversible

turn," which grounded theology in

Scripture. He emphasized an allegorical

and spiritual reading of the word of God,

and demonsfrated how the three levels

of meaning— the literal, the moral and

the spiritual— progressively lead us to a

deeper prayer life and closer relationship

with God.

Origen teaches us that when we
meditate on God's word and conform our

lives to it, we allow the Holy Spirit to

guide us to the fullness of truth. May we
follow Origen's example by praying with

Scripture, always listening attentively to

God's word.
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Deacon sees human side of prisoners labeled as 'monsters'
Prison minister helps inmatesfindpeace with God, peace with themselves

BY STEVE EUVINO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

MERRILLVILLE, Ind. — After

nearly seven years in prison ministry,

Deacon Malcolm Lunsford has not

"seen any monsters" on death row but

"just a lot of guys who've gone wrong
somewhere."

That includes David Leon Woods,
an inmate scheduled to be executed by
lethal injection May 4 at Indiana State

Prison in Michigan City.

Deacon Lunsford describes Woods
as the most remorseful inmate he has

ever met.

Woods, now 42, was 19 when he

stabbed a neighbor 21 times during an

attempt to steal a television. He- was
sentenced to death March 28, 1985.

Deacon Lunsford said that while

Woods has been on "the row" he has

"learned to forgive himself He's never

denied his guilt. He's never created a

problem," the deacon added.

Woods serves as a porter to his

fellow inmates, bringing them meals

and water.

Deacon Lunsford has been
ministering to prison inmates since he

was ordained to the diaconate for the

Diocese of Gary in 2000.

During his weekly visits to the state

prison he makes an effort to come early

to spend time with Woods but he can

only communicate with the prisoner

from outside the cell.

"We talk, and he's completely at

peace," the deacon said, noting that

Woods insists he's "ready" for his

execution.

CNS PHOTO BY Karen Callaway, Northwest Indiana Catholic

Above: Deacon Malcolm Lunsford and his wife, Shirley, pray with death-row inmate James Harrison during

an afternoon Communion call at Indiana State Prison in Michigan City in late February The couple regularly

visits the state prison together, praying and chatting with inmates. Below: Q,eacon Lunsford distributes

Communion to a death-row inmate.

The deacon cited the efforts ofWanda
Callahan, Woods' spiritual director from

the Church of the Brethren in Goshen, in

working with the prisoner.

"The important thing is that he's

forgiven himself He realizes he's done

wrong," Deacon Lunsford told the

MLK WHERE JESUSMLKED ON A

DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMAGE TO

MTT/\T 1/ T A \T1\
HULi LAlili

November 6- 15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation andPastor, St. Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic faith

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily Mass at many of the

historical sites ofour faith.

Highlights include:

- Tiberias, Mt. Carmel, Sea of Galilee area

- Mt. Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boyhood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jerusalem area: Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane,

Via Dolonosa, Lord's Tomb at Church of the Holy Sepulchre,

Mount Zion, Upper Room, Dormition Abbey, Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,399 (before July 29) from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals,

first class hotels and all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.

Northwest Indiana Catholic, diocesan

newspaper of Gary.

"In order to be at peace and be with

Our Lord, you have to be at peace with

yourself," he said.

The state prison in Michigan City

has 21 inmates on death row. Deacon
Lxmsford and his wife, Shirley, along

with other deacons and clergy, spend

time with inmates on Tuesday evenings.

CNS PHOTO BY Karen Callaway, Northwest Indiana Catholic

"In order to be at peac^

and be with Our Lorc^

you have to be at peace

with yourself."

—Deacon Malcoln
Lunsfon

1

ipray.

iccmii

scboc

Services alternate weekly betwec;

Masses and Communion service; ft|

Permission has recently been granted t**'

bring all the death-row inmates to oniy

cell for Mass. ^ ' ij*

Two years ago. Deacon LunsforjjlK^

attended the execution of Gregory Scoliy
Johnson, a convicted murderer. He saii

Johnson gave him "a big smile and jt

thumbs up" prior to the fatal injection.
[

Even though Johnson also haj

made his peace, the deacon is sti[

uncomfortable with the death penalty. i

"What are we proving? They'ijidj,

locked up; they can't hurt anybody. Bi

the law says no, we kill them."

"We're killing them because the,

killed," Shirley Lunsford added. "It's

right."
I

The deacon, who has met witi

victims' families, said they are often sti;

as angry even after the execution. 'r^g^

"There's no closure until a perso|"[j5i

has forgiveness," he said.

Bishop Dale J.-Melczek of Gar
who has written Indiana* Gov. Mitclfiif

Daniels for a stay ofexecution for Wooc
Rjjjj

in favor of life imprisonment withoi
jjjjj

parole, noted that thev death penalty hs
j

long been eliminated in other developej^^

countries.
,

Studies have shown, the bishop saicpj^

that capital punishment "does not hekijgj,

effect healing in the families of victiir

and does not deter crimes."

Woods has some relatives wh
occasionally visit him. Other visitor

have included some of his victim!

children, who came to forgive hin

Deacon Lunsford said.

"David's had a hard life," the deaco

said, citing family and other person;

problems.

"He's just a nice young man," th

deacon said. "You see these guys i

prison and you wonder, what in the worl

happened to them to get them in prison

"These guys, at one time in thei

lives, have been very, very violent," h

said, "but not now."

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES
1st Holy Communion Celebrations Coming Soon!

We're ready to help with gifts and holy reminders for your loved ones as we celebrav

with you their continued growth in our faith.

Come visit our Cornelius store or one of our scheduled parish visits:

SL James, Hamlet and Sacred Heart, Wadesboro - April 28 and 29, after all Masses

St. Matthew School - May 11-18 — 7:30am-4pm weekdays

SPECIAL PARISH VISITS: If you'd like to an^ange a parish visit, ask your pastor to

call me, manager /\llen Bond, and we'll make every effort to meet his schedule. May

God Bless you all as we approach Easter.

704.65S-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

marylmmaculata.com

NEW CHARLOTTE STORE

LOCATION to be announced very

soon! Watch this space as we unveil

our new location.
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Youths explore faith,

friendship at Diocesan

Youth Conference

BY KATHLEEN HEALY
SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

lERALD

RIDGECREST — Youths

'tfrom around the Diocese of
^ Charlotte recently gathered to

3ray, sing and celebrate their

communion and dedication to

heir Catholic faith.

Approximately 250 high

;chool-age teens attended the

l50th annual Diocesan Youth

onference, this year themed

'Less of Me, More of Him,"

aken from Pope Benedict

^VI's inaugural homily.
Fhe event was held at the

Ridgecrest Conference Center

n Ridgecrest April 27-29.

The Diocesan Youth
'Pf\dvisory Council, comprised

)f youths from different
H )arishes, chose the conference

1^ heme and worked to organize

See YOUTHS, page 12

lit
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Fathers on the front lines

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Haring

Father Mario Rosario does the "commando crawl" during training at the U.S. Army Chaplain Center and School at Fort Jackson,

S.C., March 27. Father Rosario, a first lieutenant in the Army, and three other Catholic priests completed the Chaplain Basic

Officer Leadership Course April 5 and could easily serve in Iraq within a year

For love of the church
Catholic Daughters convene in Charlotte

Photo by Deacon Gerald Potkay

lembers of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court Infant of Prague 1 643

I Jacksonville, gather during the Eucharistic Congress in Charlotte in October 2006.

ne biennial state convention of Catholic Daughters met in Charlotte April 27-29.
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BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Nearly

100 women dedicated to the

life and work of the Catholic

Church recently gathered in

Charlotte to celebrate their past

and plan their future.

About 90 representatives

ofthe Catholic Daughters ofthe

Americas met at the Charlotte

Marriott Executive Park April

27-29 for the biefmial North
Carolina state convention.

"Our purpose is to support

our priests and our parishes in

any way we can," said Maryann
Grabasky, North Carolina

state regent.

For more than a century.

Catholic Daughters have
worked tirelessly in support

of the Catholic Church and

its ministries.

The organization was
founded in Utica, N.Y., in 1903

by John Carberry and several

other Knights of Columbus as

Respect Life

Priest'scientist's views on

cloning, stem cells

I PAGE 6

See DAUGHTERS, page 5

Culture Watch

Religious themes in sports;

singer's stance spur reaction

I PAGES 10-11

Perspectives

Hains examines reaction to

Imus apology; Caldarola

discusses priorities in life

I
PAGES 14-15
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Priests train in

South Carolina

to he military

chaplains

BY CHRISTINA LEE
KNAUSS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

FORT JACKSON, S.C.

—As the soldier leaned out over

a length ofrope stretched 20 feet

in the air over a net, he began the

"conmiando crawl," a careful,

hand-over-hand movement
across the rope to a wooden
platform on the other side.

The other men and women
in his platoon waited on the

ground below and cheered him
as he slowly made progress.

The casual observer would
never guess the man on the

rope, a first lieutenant, was also

a Catholic priest. Father Mario

Rosario, studying to become a

chaplain in the U.S. Army.

He and eight other

Catholic priests were among

See CHAPLAINS, page 9

To change a

climate
Teleconference explores

faith response to

climate change

byJOANITAM.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE— Ina 1995

pastoral message, the bishops

of the Appalachia region were

concerned about an ecological

crisis.

"If we fail to care for

our precious Earth, and for

See CLIMATE, page 7

In Our Schools

Multicultural festival;

students win science award

i PAGE 13
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own bacl(yard

RUNNING ON FAITH

CNS PHOTO BY Ammar Awad, Reuters

Athletes hold up a torch in front of the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, West Bank, at the start of

the Pope John Paul II Marathon for Peace April 25. Italian, Israeli and Palestinian athletes participated

in the annual 10-kilometer (6.2-mile) run from Bethlehem to Jerusalem.

U.S. seminarian runs in

Holy Land not to win, but to

promote peace
JERUSALEM (CNS) — After

having run the 26-mile Rome JVIarathon

in March, seminarian PhiHp Smith said

he was not daunted by the prospect of

miming the 6.2-mile Pope John Paul II

Marathon for Peace.

But, he said, those six miles were

more than just a marker of distance.

Running with a group of 150

Palestinian and Israeli athletes from

Manger Square in Bethlehem to the

Western Wall in Jerusalem April 25

provided a symbolic bridge between the

two populations and promoted peace in a

region so much in need of it, he said.

Smith said the group of athletes ran

together the entire route so there was no

sense of competition among them.

"We moved at a very slow pace

so we could all stay together," he said,

adding that he now has a better idea of

the situation in the Holy Land.

"This marathon is an opportunity

to use sports by people of different

convictions" to work for peace and

understanding, said the 22-year-old

student from Pontifical North American

College in Rome.
"There is a great diversity of people

from all over running for peace, and we
can all see that we have the common goal

of peace, and sport is the way to do it

together," he said.

He noted that this was a concept that

Pope John Paul had encouraged— viewing

sport as a language that could bring

together individuals from conflicting

backgrounds for a higher value.

The fourth Pope John Paul 11 run

was organized by the Rome Pilgrimage

Office and the Catholic Italian Sports

Center, which also organized the Clericus

Cup soccer tournament for priests and

seminarians in Rome. The sports center

selected one representative from each

of the 16 teams in the tournament to

participate in the marathon.

Smith was selected to represent the

North American team because of his

previous marathon experience.

Smith said it was important to see

his trip to the Holy Land for the run

primarily as a pilgrimage following in

the footsteps of Jesus as well as one of

concern for human dignity.

"This brings to mind the fact that

Christ comes into our world with war

and with violence. We remember that he

is with us in the real world, so somehow
we hope to overcome these problems,"

said Smith.

Bethlehem leaders told the runners

they were giving hope to the younger

generation by showing them that the

future can be better than the current

situation. Smith said.

During the run, the Italian sportsmen

carried the torch that had been blessed by

Pope Benedict XVI in Rome.
The pope said he hoped the marathon

wouldpromote "fruitful dialogue between

... different religions."

Yearbook says U.S. Christian church
membership rising

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Total

membership in U.S. Christian churches

continued to rise in 2005, despite ongoing

declines in some of the country's largest

mainline Protestant churches, according

to the 2007 Yearbook of American and

Canadian Churches.

Total recorded inclusive membership

in 2005 was 165,878,323, up more than

2.4 million from the previous year, the

yearbook said.

The 439-page yearbook is an annual

publication of the New York-based

National Council of Churches. This

year's book is the council's 75th edition.

It lists U.S. and Canadian church

bodies, and includes directories of U.S.

and Canadian seminaries, religious

periodicals, ecumenical organizations,

cooperative religious organizations,

institutions engaged in religious research

and a selective directory ofnon-Christian

religious organizations.

Because it relies on data collected

by the church bodies, the 2007 yearbook

Diocesan
planner

BOONE VICARIATE

NORTH WILKESBORO—A Catholic Scripture

Study group meets at St. John Baptiste de La

Salle Church, 275 CC Wright School Rd. Visit

www.catholicscripturestudy.coni for more
information. Classes meet Wednesdays,
12-1:30 p.m. and 6:45-8:15 p.m. Please call Rob
Hicks at (336) 957-7193 for more information or

if you plan to attend.

SPRUCE PFNE — A Rosary of Intercession

for Priests is recited each Friday at St. Lucien

Church, 695 Summit St., before the 9 a.m. Mass.

Prayers are offered for bishops, priests and

deacons, and for an increase in vocations to the

priesthood. For more information, call the church

office at (828) 765-2224.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Catholic Social Services'

Refugee Resettlement Office in the Diocese of

Charlotte is hosting a free community Refugee

Forum May 6 at 3 p.m. at the Levine Jewish

Community Center, 5007 Providence Road.

The forum will feature a panel of refugees from

Somalia, Sudan, Vietnam, Liberia and Ukraine.

Dr. Beth Whitaker, assistant professor of political

science at UNC-Charlotte, will describe conditions

leading to each refugee's flight, and the panelists

will share compelling tales of personal tragedy,

determination and resilience. There will be time for

questions from the audience, after which agencies

will be on hand to offer opportunities to advocate,

volunteer or donate. For more information,

contact Mary Jane Bruton at (704) 370-3283 or

mjbruton@charlottediocese.org.

CHARLOTTE — Recharge with St. Peter

covers 2005 data gathered by the churches

in 2006.

The yearbook reports what year the

figures come from, since not all churches

collect new data every year.

The Catholic Church remained the

largest Christian church in the U.S. in

2005 with a reported membership of

69,135,254, or nearly 42 percent of all

Christian church membership.

With an increase of 1 .94 percent over

its previous year's total, the Catholic

Church was also among the fastest-

growing of the nation's 25 largest

churches, followed closely by the

Assemblies of God, which recorded 1.86

percent growth, and the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, with 1.63

percent growth.

In 2004 the Catholic Church came
in third behind the other two in rate of

growth. Because of annual fluctuations, a

better indicator of trends is membership

change over a longer period, such as

a decade.

Church's weekday lunchtime spirituality program,

12-12:45 p.m. in the St. Peter's Annex, 507 S. Tryon

St. The program for May 10 will be "Meeting God
through Centering Prayer " Bring your lunch, hear

a short talk on spirituality and participate in a short

prayer session— a great way to recharge during the

workweek. Sessions are free and everyone is invited.

For more information, call the church office at

(704) 332-2901.

CHARLOTTE— FatherTad Pacholcsyk, Ph.D., will

present "Stem Cells and Cloning: Understanding the

Scientific Issues and the Moral Objections " May 12,

8:45-10 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m., at St. Peter

Church, 507 S. Tryon St. Father Pacholczyk holds

undergraduate degrees in philosophy, biochemistry,

molecular cell biology £ind chemistry and a doctorate

in neuroscience from Yale University. Parking in

The Green and admission are free, but seating is

limited. To pre-register, e-mail stemcell@juno.com.

or call (803) 5 1 7-2600 or (704) 332-290 1 . For more

details, visit www.stpeterscatholic.org.

CHARLOTTE — The Semi-Annual Rosary Rally

will be held May 20 at 3 pjn. at St. Patrick Cathedral,

1 62 1 Dilworth Rd. East This 33-year-old tradition will

include recitation ofthe rosary, a eucharistic procession

and Benediction. For more information, call Tina at

(704)846-7361.

CHARLOTTE— Father Timothy Reid will present

"Seeking the Heart ofGod" at St. Matthew Church,

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., Thursdays, May
24 through June 28, 7-9 p.m. For more information,

please contact Susan Brady at (704) 541-8362,

ext.4.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015 ;

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host a free Christian

Coffeehouse May 27, 7-9 p.m. in the Banquet Room
of the New Life Center. Single and married adults

are invited for an evening of contemporary Christian

music, food and fellowship. For more information, or

to reserve a table for six or more, call Kathy Bartlett at

(704)400-2213.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Synod outline says Bible is source of

Christian unity, bond with Jews
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Bible is a source of Christian unity and

is evidence of Christianity's special bond

with the Jewish people, said the outline

for the next world Synod of Bishops.

The theme of the synod, scheduled

Oct. 5-26, 2008, wilPbe: "The Word
of God in the Life and Mission of the

Church." While focusing specifically on

the Bible, the synod's outline emphasized

Christian belief that Jesus Christ is the

fiillest expression ofthe word ofGod and

that the entire Bible can be understood

only in reference to Jesus.

The "lineamenta," or outline, of the

synod's theme was released at an April

27 Vatican press conference.

The document contains dozens

of questions about what Catholics

know and imderstand about the Bible

and its relationship to the teaching of

the church.

Bishops' conferences and other

groups were asked to respond to the

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — An adult faith formation series,

"The Church and Human Sexuality, " will meet

Tuesdays through May 22, 7:30-9:00 p.m., at

Queen of the Apostles Church, 503 N. Main St.

Topics will include the theology of creation and

of the body, the sacrament and sacramentality of

marriage, the sexuality of single life, the church

and homosexuality and God is love. Presentations

are based on and include Scripture, the lives of

the saints, the Catechism of the CathoUc Church,

and the writings and teachings ofPopes John Paul

II and Benedict XVI. No fees or pre-registration

needed. For more information, call Dennis Teall-

Fleming at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26 or e-mail

teallfleming@yahoo.com.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — neology on Tap, a speaker

series for Catholics in their 20s, 30s and 40s, is

a casual forum where people gather to learn and

discuss the teachings of the Catholic Church. "ToT"

will meet Wednesdays through May 9, at 6:45 p.m.

at Logan's Roadhouse, 1300 Bridford Pkwy. For

more informatiom, call Deb at (336) 286-3687,

e-mail greensborotot@yahoo.com or visit www.
triadcatholics.org or

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council of
Catholic Women will host a luncheon May 23 at the

Cardinal Country Club begiiming at 1 1 :30 a.m. The
program will feature a performance by the Scottish

Country Danceris. For more information, call Carmen

Wood at (336) 545-9266.

GREENSBORO — All practicing Catholic women
of Irish birth or descent, or who are the wife of a

member of the Ancient Order of Hibernians are

invited to participate in The Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians, a social, cultural and charitable group

questions by November. The responses

will form the basis- of the synod's

working document.

Expressing particular concern over

Catholic ignorance of the Old Testament,

the outline said Christians and Jews

recognize the Hebrew Scriptures as the

inspired word of God.

Christians cannot claim to know and

love the Bible if they do not know and

love the Old Testament, it said.

Christianity and Judaism are

"grounded in the same covenant, because

God, who is always faithful to his

promises, has not revoked the first

covenant" with the Jewish people,

it said.

The outline specifically asked
bishops to report on any incidents in

which the Scriptures are misused "to

ferment attitudes of anti-Semitism," a

problem usually associated with readings

about the passion of Jesus and the role of

the Jewish leaders of his time.

for an ongoing series of fiin and informative

activities. LAOH will meet May 14 at 7:30 p.m.

in the Kloster Center of St. Pius X Church, 2210

N. Elm St. Pleasejom us for refreshments and to

learn more about our group. Any questions can be

directed to Mary DriscoU at (336) 785-0693.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE —St. Therese Church Senior

Fun & Games meets the second Saturday of

every month at 6:30 p.m. for those 50 and older.

A potluck supper is followed by board and card

games. Call Barbara Daigler at (704) 662-9572

for more information.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE—The Catholic Women's Circle

of St. John the Evangelist Church, 234 Church

St., meets the second Monday of each month at

7 p.m. in the church hall. For more information,

call the church office at (828) 456-6707.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — Spirit of Assisi yNiW

host an appreciation lunch May 9 at 12:30 p.m.

for all presenters, participants, prayer partners

and financial supporters. RSVP to Sister Kathy

Ganiel, OSF, at (336) 624-1971 or e-mail

kganiel@triad.rncom.

At Vatican, Kissinger discusses

dialogue, diplomacy, Mideast

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event open to the general public? Deadline

for all submissions for the Diocesan Planner

is 10 days prior to desired publication date

(Fridays). Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans

at kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704) 370-,3382.

Episcopal
calen(Jar

May 5— 10:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Barnabas Church, Arden

May 5— 4:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Sacred Heart Church, Brevard

May 6 — 11 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Ziaptist Church, Tryon

May 7 — 7 p.m.

Saciament of Confirmation

St, Michael Church, Gastonia

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Mays
Presbyteral Council Meeting

Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

May 9 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Ann Church, Charlotte

May 11 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Holy Spirit Church, Denver

May 12— 10:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Philip Church, Statesville

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
international community needs farsighted

individuals and institutions capable

of promoting values that will increase

dialogue, justice and peace, said former

U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger.

Kissinger attended the Pontifical

Academy of Social Science's April 27-28

discussions on "Charity and Justice in the

Relations Among Nations and People" at

the Vatican because he was interested in a

philosophical discussion of the nature of

international relations.

Meeting reporters afterward, Kissinger

also spoke about the importance of

preventing Iran from developing nuclear

weapons, the importance of dialogue for

peace in the Middle East, the complexity

of the situation in Iraq and the need for a

bipartisan U.S. foreign policy.

Today politicians in every country

are under pressure to deal with immediate

problems, "but the way you make history

is to set your sights higher and look more
into the distant future," he told reporters.

Kissinger said he did not agree with

everything Pope Benedict XVI said in

his September speech in Regensburg,

Germany — the speech that caused

controversy by referring to violence in

Islam— but that the pope's central point

was important.

"The Holy Father supports a dialogue

between religions, but he believes there

needs to be ground rules for a dialogue,"

Kissinger said. The essential ground rule

is the use of "reason, which means you

respect the other side even when you do

not agree with it."

"This is the basis on which peace

can be made between religions and not

on the basis that one religion says that

it alone can determine what is right for

everybody," he said.

Kissinger, who had a private meeting

with Pope Benedict in September,

said, "As a student of philosophy and

of history, I have been very interested

in the contribution to the continuity of

our values by the Catholic Church,"

especially in a way that "emphasizes

reason and dialogue and community."

Although he is not a Catholic, he said

he shared the Vatican's conviction that in

international relations "contributions can

be made by values to the continuity and

survival of our civilization."

Kissinger said Iran's potential to

develop nuclearweapons is among the most

worrisome events on the international

stage. He called for a political solution

to the increasing crisis within Iraq and

for negotiations between Israel and its

neighbors to bring peace to the region.

Grateful outcry

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Haring

Karen Bodle andRebecca Porter hold a sign outside the Supreme Court in Washington

April 26 thanking the high court for its recent ruling upholding a federal ban on

partial-birth abortion. The women are affiliated with Operation Outcry, a group of

women who have had abortions and speak publicly about the tragedy in their lives

caused by abortion.

Many abortion opponents lauded the Supreme Court 's 5-4 decision April 18 upholding

the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act.

President George W. Bush, who signed the ban into law in 2003, calledpartial-birth

abortion an "abhorrentprocedure " in an April 18 statementfrom the White House.

While praising the decision, Cardinal Justin Kigali ofPhiladelphia, head of the U.S.

bishops ' Committee on Pro-Life Activities, said: "The court s decision does not affect

the legal status ofthe great majority ofabortions, and does not reverse past decisions

claiming tofind a right to abortion in the Constitution.

"However, itprovides reasonsfor renewed hope and renewed effort on thepart ofpro-

life Americans, " he said. "The court is taking a clearer and more unobstructed look

at the tragic reality ofabortion, and speaking about that reality more candidly than it

has in many years.
"
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Making Strides

Courtesy Photo

More than 200 people participate in the 14th Annual Walk for AIDS, which raised more than $22,000

for House of Mercy in Belmont April 1 4.

Walk for AIDS raises more than $22^000

for House ofMercy in Belmont
BELMONT — The 14th Annual

WaUc forAIDS raised more than $22,000

for House of Mercy in Belmont.

More than 200 walkers and 40
volunteers participated in the event

April 14. House of Mercy, a nonprofit

residential facility for low-income people

living with AIDS, has served more than

235 men and women since 1991.

Before the 3-mile walk through

historic downtovm Belmont, the Charlotte

Community Drummers performed West
African drumming featuring rhythms

from Guinea, Mali and Sierra Leone.

John Buerkert, House of Mercy
chairman and vice president ofCaroMont
Health, greeted the walkers along with

Sonja Gantt, 2007 honorary walk chair

and WCNC-TV news anchor.

Mel Tomlinson, a former resident of

House of Mercy, shared with the crowd
how House ofMercy helped him through

his health crisis. Tomlinson danced
professionally with the Dance Theatre of

Harlem, New York City Ballet, Boston

Ballet and N.C. Dancfe Theatre before

entering House of Mercy with life-

threatening symptoms ofAIDS.
Today, Tomlinson lives in Charlotte,

is a licensed pastor and continues work
as a dance instructor and motivational

speaker.

A picnic reception and live music

followed the walk on the grounds of

the House of Mercy residence. Prizes

were awarded for top fijndraisers and

best banners, including second place

to the Knights of Columbus council

from Queen of the Apostles Church in

Belmont.

Founded in 1991 by the Sisters of

Mercy in Belmont, House of Mercy
provides housing and compassionate

24-hour care for low-income persons

living with advanced AIDS.
Physical, psychological and spiritual

support is provided to House of Mercy
residents who are admitted without

concern for race, religion or sexual

orientation.

ATTENTION READERS!

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?
Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people who

are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us. Contact Staff Writer Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or

kaevans@chariottediocese.org.

Abbotswood Senior Living)
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^A
reputation of over 18 years of exernplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals with NO BIJY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOTSWOOD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

Discerning the call

Wormrls retreat to promote religious life

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

STONEVILLE — The Office of

Women Religious in the Diocese of

Charlotte is sponsoring a prayer and
discernment retreat for women ages 1 8-

40 who are seeking to know more about

life as a woman religious.

The overnight retreat will be held at St.

Francis Springs Prayer Center in Stoneville,

30 miles north of Greensboro, May 11-12.

The retreat will open with evening prayer at

7 p.m. Friday and continue through dinner

at 5:30 p.m. Saturday.

The retreat also will include reflection

time, question-and-answer sessions and

small-group discussions. Representatives

from various religious orders will be on

hand to answer questions and provide

information about the religious life.

"This retreat is for any woman who
is wondering ifshe has a call from God to

the religious life," said Franciscan Sister

Andrea Inkrott, director of Hispanic

ministry for the Diocese of Charlotte.

Sister Inkrott also said any laywoman
interested in helping to promote religious

vocations is welcome at the retreat.

Sister Carmen Torres, a sister of the

Society of the Holy Child Jesus, will

present the bilingual keynote address

Saturday morning. Sister Torres serves

as the vocations director for her order,

which is based in Drexel Hill, Pa.

She also taught faith formation

courses for Hispanic adults and young
adults and served as the director

of catechesis for Hispanics in the

archdiocese.

"Through this retreat, we're trying to

create awareness of religious life," Sister

Inkrott said.

Today's religious sisters come from

a wide variety of ethnic, economic and

education backgrounds. Many have lived

in the "outside world" before heeding the

call to the religious life.

Modem sisters defy the stereotypes

of women working only as teachers and

nurses; they are also doctors, CEOs,
artists, lobbyists, musicians, authors,

counselors, ship captains, physical

therapists, lawyers and television-

program hosts.

Currently, 19 religious orders are

represented in the Diocese of Charlotte,

serving in a wide range of ministries,

including education, health care, pastoral

administration and service to the poor.

"The retreat will provide an
opportunity to ask that question you've

always been dying to ask about religious

life," said Sister Inkrott.

"I hope that we will be able to give

women a better idea ofwhat the religious

life is like," she said. "Also, I hope that

any seeds of a call that may have been

planted in young women's hearts will be

cultivated during the retreat."

WANT MORE INFO?

The retreat will open with evening prayer

at 7 p.m. May 11 and close with dinner

May 12. For more information on the

retreat or the religious life, contact Mercy

Sister Mary Timothy Warren, vicar for

women religious, at (704) 370-3213 or

mtwarren@charlottediocese.org.

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzima
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Take the Survey!
r

Bishop Peter J. Jugis is conducting a reader survey. If you are

chosen and receive a survey from Bishop Jugis, please take the

time to answer the questions and return the form.

Survey results will be published in June.
Ml
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Kathleen Fitzpatrick (left) is honored as a member of The Century Club by Maryann Grabasky, state regent

for the Catholic Daughters of the Americas, in Charlotte April 28. Fitzpatrick, who turned 1 00 March 3 1

,

has been a Catholic Daughter since 1 933. Her daughter, Mary Manion, and niece, Ruth Carlisle, are also

members of Court Charlotte 1 1 99.

K to hold space - FULL refund before Jiiiy 3 Ist

!

The Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to leave winter behind and explore the

SOUTHERN eARIBBEAN
and the PANAMA CANAL

January 31- February II, 5008

Aii family and friends are welcome to join with

Fr. Mo West as we cruise from Ft. Lauderdale. Florida

aboard Holland America's luxury ship ms Yolendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach

hammock, learn about Bahamian culture

* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a

submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside

* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy

beaches, and more shops!

* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jxmgle canals, explore fascinating museiims, colorful native

markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!

Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES air fare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ ship transfers, taxes, baggage

handling and all port charges!

Deposits are due before August 1st and there is NO RISK to hold your space today

- FULL REFUND before 7/31/07. Plus, early bookings receive best cabin choice.

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332

Catholic Daughters

convene in Charlotte

DAUGHTERS, from page 1

a charitable, benevolent and patriotic

sorority for Catholic women.
Today, the organization has nearly

95,000 members in 1,400 courts in the

United States, Puerto Rico, Mexico, the

Dominican Republic, Guam, Saipan and

the Virgin Islands.

There are currently about 755 Catholic

Daughters in North Carolina, representing

1 5 courts from Elizabeth City in the east to

Bryson City in the west.

According to its Web site, the purpose

of the Catholic Daughters is to participate

in the religious, charitable and educational

apostolates ofthe Catholic Church.

Catholic Daughters engage in

creative and spiritual programs that

develop members' God-given talents

in meaningful ways that positively

influence the welfare of the church and

all people throughout the world.

Also, Catholic Daughters strive to

embrace the principal of faith through

love in the promotion ofjustice, equality

and the advancement of human rights

and human dignity for all.

Catholic Daughters support a

range of causes, including respect life,

alleviation of the suffering of the poor,

helping the homeless, disaster relief

and support of religious vocations and

military personnel.

One cause all courts contribute to is

disaster relief— each court is required

to donate $10 each year , to disaster

relief. Recent beneficiaries of the fund

include victims ofhurricanes Katrina and

Rita and of the severe flooding in New
England in the spring of 2006.

"Each individual state and court

has its own special projects, and they

come together for national causes," said

Margaret Bingham, a national director of

the Catholic Daughters.

Bingham gave the keynote address at

a banquet April 28.

North Carolina courts supportVictory

Junction Gang, a camp for children

with chronic medical conditions or

serious illnesses; seminarian education;

care packages for military personnel

serving overseas; essay contests for

schoolchildren; Blessed Mother Teresa's

Missionaries of Charity; pro-life

legislation and more.

'"Unity and Charity ' is our motto, and

1 firmly believe in them," said Veronica

Sartor, a parishioner of the Basilica of

St. Lawrence in Asheville and a 10-year

member of Court Asheville 412.

"We are very visible in the parish,"

said Sartor, who is a board member of

the diocesan African American Affairs

Ministry. "Everything that the church is

involved with, we're involved with."

Grabasky was especially proud of

the newest Catholic Daughters court,

instituted April 22 in Havelock, N.C.

Father Dan Oschwald, pastor of

Annunciation Church in Havelock,

requested a Catholic Daughters court be

formed for the wives of U.S. Marines

stationed at nearby Marine Corps Air

Station Cherry Point.

Many of these newest Catholic

Daughters, including the court regent,

have husbands deployed overseas,

Grabasky said.

The new court has been so successful

— 26 women have already joined— that

Father Oschwald has requested that a

Junior Catholic Daughters court now be

established for the girls of the parish.

One ofthe primary goals the convention

delegates set forthwasto increasemembership

over the next two years.

During her keynote address,

Bingham encouraged the convention

representatives to set a goal for each

Catholic Daughter to recruit two new
members in the next two years.

"We are women of faith doing works

of charity and promoting a respectful

image ofwomanhood," said Bingham.

"Why wouldn't women want to join

an organization that does the work of

God?" Bingham said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on tiie Catholic

Daughters of the Americas, call Maryann

Grabasky at (336) 299-71 51 , Ruth Carlisle

at (704) 532-8515 or Sandy Beauchemin

at (828) 586-1136.

Mary ' s Garden
Traditional Catholic Books & Gifts

We're a small store with a large Inventory - over 6,000 items in stock.

Our First Communion & Confirmation items include:
1®' Communion Sets and Mass Books in English & Spanish

1 1 Styles of Veils for Girls plus purses, Rosary Bracelets, & more

Boys' Ties in White, Navy, Red, & Black

Cards, Invitations, Bibles, Crosses, Crucifixes, Candles, & more

Gifts for Baptisms, Weddings, Anniversaries, Graduations, Memorials, etc.

Phone: 704 823 7244

Location:

3816 S. New Hope Rd
Suite 27
Gastonia, NC 28056

Toll Free: 866 823 7244

Hours:

Tuesday to Friday

Saturday

10 AM to 6 PM
10 AM to 4 PM
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Examining the 'slippery slope'

Priest-scientist to speak in Charlotte on

stem- cell research^ cloning

CHARLOTTE — Father Tadeusz

Pacholczyk, a priest of the Diocese

of Fall River, Mass., and director of

education at the National Catholic

Bioethics Center, will speak at St. Peter

Church in Charlotte May 12.

The subject of Father Pacholczyk's

talk will be "Stem Cells and Cloning:

Understanding the Scientific Issues and

the Moral Objections."

"This is an opportunity to learn

what the Catholic Church's teaching

are on the subject of stem-cell research

and cloning," said Constance Loveall,

head of the respect life committee at St.

Peter Church, which is sponsoring Father

Pacholczyk's presentation.

"An embryo is a human being . . . not

some other kind of animal. Whether it's a

person yet at the moment -of conception,

whether it's been ensouled — those are

very interesting intellectual discussions

but they're not ultimately relevant," said

Father Pacholczyk.

"In the moral analysis, what's critical

is that once you're a being who is human,

a being with the potential to become an

adult, then you are a bearer of human
rights," he said.

CNS PHOTO BY Gregory Tracy, The Pilot

Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, seen in this March 2,

2005 photo, will speak at St. Peter Church May 1

2

on cloning and stem-cell research.

Scientists should pull back from the

cloning "slippery slope," in which short-

lived embryos would be created for the

sole purpose of servicing another human
being, said Pacholczyk. A better idea

would be to concentrate their research

efforts on "non-morally problematic"

alternatives.

"Adult stem-cell research has been

used effectively already," he says.

"Whenever you get a bone marrow
transplant, for immime or blood diseases,

those transplants work because there are

adult stem cells. We transplant them out

of the other person."

Recent efforts to transplant adult

stem cells into people with spinal cord

injuries have had promising results as

well, he noted. Umbilical stem cells

also have been used to treat a variety of

ailments, including leukemia.

Father Pacholczyk holds
undergraduate degrees in philosophy,

biochemistry, molecular cell biology and

chemistry, and did laboratory research

on hormonal regulation of the immune
response. He also earned a doctorate

in neuroscience from Yale University,

where he focused on cloning genes for

neurotransmitter transporters that are

expressed in the brain.

Father Pacholczyk studied in Rome
for five years, doing advanced work
in dogmatic theology and in bioethics,

examining the question of delayed

ensoulment of the human embryo.

Contributing to this article was The

Pilot, the newspaper of the Archdiocese

ofBoston.

WANT TO GO?
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk will speak at

St. Peter Church, 507 8. Tryon St., May

12, 8:45-10 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

Parking in The Green and admission are

FREE but seating is limited. Pre-register

at stemcell@juno.com or call (803) 517-

2600 or (704) 332-2901 . For more details,

visit www.stpeterscatholic.org.

Join Father John Putnam an(i Father Christopher Roux

on a pilgrimage to

Celebrate the 90th Anniversary of

Our Lady's Appearance at Fatima, Portugal

July 18-31, 2007

With side trips to: Lisbon - St. Anthony of Padua's birthplace;

Obidos - medieval walled city; Santarem - Holy Miracle of Eucharist;

Roman ruins and much more in Portugal!

Cost: $2400 from Newark - includes air fare, meals,

accommodations and side trips

Registration deadline: May 13

Info: Carol Stefanec (804) 346-3049 (Richmond, Virginia)

Our pilgmages support semdrians and foster vocations.

(This is a privately-sponsored pilgrimage, not affiliated with the Diocese of Chariotte.j

Parents of baby adopted as embryo
fight embryonic stem- cell research

DOVER, Del. (CNS) — Tim and

Dawn Smith adopted a leftover frozen

embryo in January 2004 and gave
birth nine months later to their adopted

daughter, Erin.

At the time they had no idea it would
lead them to a public battle in coming
years with legislators and lobbyists

seeking to let such embryos be destroyed

for embryonic stem-cell research.

The fate of such frozen embryos no

longer wanted by their genetic parents is

at the heart of a debate in the Delaware

Legislature.

On March 29 the Senate voted 13-

7 to adopt the Delaware Regenerative

Medicine Act, which would sanction

human embryonic stem-cell research in

Delaware, allowing researchers to destroy

the embryos to harvest their stem cells. The
bill was awaiting action in the House.

The Smiths, parishioners ofHoly Cross

Church in Denver, married in 1991 but in

1997 learned that they were infertile.

After considering traditional adoption

alternatives, the couple decided to try the

embryo adoption.

"I really wanted to experience

pregnancy," Dawn Smith said. "It is kind

of neat to be both Erin's birth mother and

adoptive mother."

While Erin was bom in October

2004, she was conceived in vifro about

eight years earlier. Her embryo lay

frozen for about seven years before the

Smiths volunteered to adopt her and have

her implanted in Dawn Smith's womb,
j

Last year when the state Legislature

was debating a similiar bill, Tim Smith

was rankled to hear one proponent of

the bill refer to the "excess" embryos in

fertility clinics as "medical waste."

"Some would call Erin medical
'

waste," he says. "I call her my daughter,
f

If Delaware's Legislature passes Senate
^

Bill 5, embryos like Erin could be killed

and used for medical experiments."

The Smiths, who want to have
another child from an adopted embryo,

are aware of different views within the

church on embryo adoption. Tim Smith

said they prayed for guidance on the

moral implications.

"It would seem, in the absence of

(any) clear teaching about it, that we «

should err on the side of giving them

'

(frozen embryos) a chance," he said. .

Catholic teaching clearly rejects

'

in vifro fertilization, saying conception j

should only take place in the context of *

the conjugal act. But once the embryo
from in vitro fertilization already exists,

new questions arise that are not clearly

resolved by church teaching. :

Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, a staff'

ethicist at the National Bioethics Center

in Philadelphia, said pregnancy "must be

the fruit of husband and wife."

But he added that in the absence of

authoritative teaching Catholics who study

the issue prayerfiilly and reach a different

conclusion may act in good faith.

'Tor a Suitah fe Training in T-fofiness...

Ave Maria University

Institute for Pastoral Theology

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS
FOR FALL 2007
CLASSES IN

Charleston,

South
Carolina

Class Location: Columbia. SC

Application Deadline:

May 15, 2007

MASTER OF
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

Our Commitment
Theological Education ~

Formation of Mind

Spiritual Formation -

Conversion of Heart

Pastoral Orientation -

Prudentiaf Wisdom

Foundatior^al Texts

Sacred Scripture

Catechism of the Catholic Church

Writings of Pope John Paul fl

Documents of Vatican II

1 983 Code of Canon Law
Catholic Liturgical Documents

Classics of Catholic Spirituality

Format
One Weekend a Month
August - May
Three-Year Cycle

m For an Application or lUlore Information

1 Toll Free: 866-866-1100

H Email: ipt@avennaria

B l/Ve/j; www.ipt.avema
.edu
ria.edu

SB
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Teleconference explores faith

response to climate change

CLIMATE, from page 1

the poor, then creation itself will rebel

against us. Further, to undermine nature

and the poor is to reject the word ofGod
in creation," the bishops wrote in "At

Home in the Web of Life: A Pastoral

Message on the Sustainable Community
in Appalachia from the Catholic Bishops

of the Region."

"Deep within the ecological crisis

lies the spiritual error of materialism.

Materialism does not reverence God's

creation. Instead it abuses creation in

the name of mammon," the bishops,

including then-Bishop William G.
Curlin, wrote.

Creation "rebelling against us"

is why the Catholic Committee of

Appalachia (CCA), together with other

religious nonprofit sponsors and the

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

conference, conducted a teleconference

April 28, highlighting the moral
implications of global warming, entitled

"Climate Change: Our Faith Response."

To minimize travel and to model
concern about global warming, CCA
secured speakers at four teleconferencing

sites to link most of central Appalachia:

University of North Carolina
at Asheville; the Higher Education
Center in Abingdon, Va.; West Virginia

Educational Technology Center in

Institute, W.Va.; and Eastern Kentucky
University in Richmond, Ky.

An important implication of the

program was that as people of faith.

Catholics must work at creative solutions

to environmental issues and demand that

church leaders do so as well. So far, that

hasn't happened much, as Tom Barnes,

one of the teleconference's speakers,

pointed out.

"I grew up Catholic. I've been a

Catholic for 50 years, and I've never

heard an environmental sermon in any

church," said Barnes, a wildlife biologist

at the University ofKentucky who spoke

on the science of global warming.

"We need to start with ourselves

— eating healthy, recycling," said Dave
Podsedly, a parishioner at Immaculate

Conception Church in Hendersonville,

who sat in on the conference. "We're

really promoting health of ourselves and

of the planet."

Start with setting a good example, he

said, pointing out that talking about ways
to improve the environment and then

driving a gas-giizzling vehicle would be

inconsistent.

St. Francis of Assisi was among
those who showed that Christian life

is a road to community, teleconference

speaker Marcus Keyes said.

"Respect for life extends to all of

creation. Yet, we as a church clearly

continue on the path of death that

has been outlined today," said Keyes,

director of the Gleimiary Commission
on Justice who reflected theologically on

global warming.

"We are at a crossroads and must
decide if we will travel the path of life

or the path of death. We continue to

live as if creation were not a gift but an

entitlement," he said.

That may be changing. Some 80

experts representing the scientific,

political, economic and spiritual sides of

the climate-change debate gathered for

"Climate Change and Development" at

the Vatican April 26-27.

Pope Benedict XVI said he hoped
the conference would foster the "research

and promotion of lifestyles and models

of production and consumption that

respect creation and the real demands of

sustainable progress of peoples."

Cardinal Renato Martino, head of

the justice and peace coimcil, said the

Providing help. Creating hope. Changing lives.

Catholic Social Services — The Diocese of Charlotte

Executive Director: Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227

Associate Director: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3250

Refugee Office: Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930

Family Life: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3228

Justice and Peace: Joe Purello (704) 370-3225

OEO/CSS Murphy Satellite Office (828) 835-3535

Charlotte Region: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Debra Braese (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second St., Winston-Salenfi, NC 27108

Area Director: Gerard Carter (Interim) (336) 727-0705

Greensboro Satellite Office (336) 274-5577

Latino Family Center (336) 884-5858

Fo*- information on specific programs, please call your local office.

1123 South Church Street, Charlotte NC 28203

www.cssnc.org

Catholic Social Services

Diocese of Charlooe

Photos by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Richard Fireman (at desk) speaks on global warming during a teleconference linking four Appalachian sites.

Sitting in on the conference are Dave Podsedly of Immaculate Conception Church in Hendersonville and

Maureen Linneman, event planning committee member. On screen: teleconference site Abingdon, Va.

church's concern for the environment

and creation goes all the way back to

the Book of Genesis. In the two stories

of creation, God gave humankind the

mandate to subdue and have dominion
over the earth, but he also expected

humanity "to cultivate and care for it,"

the cardinal said.

"Greed, apathy, arrogance and
ignorance are the four major sins that

keep us where we are instead of where
God created us to be, said Sue Konopka,

a parishioner at St. Barnabas Church in

Arden. "Our choices are killing us."

"Nothing is going to wake people

up until we have one catastrophe after

another or a lot of catastrophes all at

once," she said.

While scientists don't deny that

nature is cyclic, the burning of fossil

fuels — such as oil and coal — is

speeding up the cycle beyond the earth's

ability to recover.

"In the last 150 years (since the

discovery of oil in Pennsylvania in

1 859), we've released half of the oil that

was put in the ground over millions of

years," said Richard Fireman, speaking

at UNC-Asheville.

"The problem is that we don't see

what is killing us," said Fireman, western

regional director ofN.C. Interfaith Power
& Light, a program of the N.C. Council

of Churches devoted to deepening the

connection between ecology and faith.

Global warming is caused by
excesses of carbon dioxide and other

greenhouse gases.

"It's like getting a biopsy," Podsedly

said. "You cannot believe it and then not

do anything. Maybe these are biopsies of

the earth that we're getting now."

Fireman cited data from the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), which the United
Nations Environment Program and the

World Meteorological Organization

created in 1988.

More than 1,250 authors and 2,500

scientific experts contributed to IPCC's

most recent report, "Climate Change
2007," according to the Union of
Concerned Scientists' Web site.

The IPCC notes that, "In the last

10,000 years, the Earth's average

temperature hasn't varied by more than

1.8 degrees Fahrenheit. Temperatures

only 5 to 9 degrees Fahrenheit cooler

than those today prevailed at the end of

the last Ice Age, in which the northeast

United States was covered by more than

3,000 feet of ice."

The report says scientists predict

continued global warming on the order

of 2.5 to 1 0.4 degrees Fahrenheit over the

next 100 years that is likely to result in:

— a rise in sea level between 3.5 and

34.6 inches (as icebergs melt), leading

to more coastal erosion, flooding during

storms and permanent inundation;

— severe stress on many forests

wetlands, alpine regions and other

natural ecosystems;

— greater threats to human health as

mosquitoes and other disease-carrying

insects and rodents spread diseases over

larger geographical regions;

— disruption of agriculture in some
parts of the world due to increased

temperature, water stress and sea-level

rise in low-lying areas such as Bangladesh

or the Mississippi River delta.

Scientists see increased deaths from

heat waves, storms, floods, droughts and

fires, along with malnutrition, increased

frequency of cardio-respiratory diseases

due to higher concentrations of ground-

level ozone related to climate change,

Fireman said.

He pointed out that it is the most

vulnerable — the poor, elderly and

children— who will suffer most.

Thus, global warming is not just

an environmental issue — it's about

morality and justice, as well.

We must "choose a culture of life

rather than a culture of death," Keyes

said, meaning that we must begin to live

in ways that help all people, worldwide,

to have safe and healthy lives.

Instead of living as part of creation,

harmonizing and cooperating with it, he

said, "we continue to live alienated from

the rest of creation rather than as part of

the whole web of life.

"To live as we do is a rejection of

the God of love. As spiritual and faithful

people we must live creatively and
faithftilly as one strand in the web of

life," Keyes said.
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Connecting faith and sacrifice

Military bases are like missionary diocese

for US, archbishop

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

FRIEDBERG, Germany — Like

spring in many dioceses, spring in

the U.S. Archdiocese for the Military

Services is confirmation season.

Archbishop Edwin F. O'Brien
packed his bags in late March and was
to spend the next two months confirming

the children of military personnel— and

a few soldiers and sailors— stationed in

Germany, Belgium, Italy and England.

Almost all the members of the

armed services with whom he would
come into contact had been deployed in

Iraq or Afghanistan, and many would be

going back.

"I find impressive the humility of

military people," the archbishop said

April 11 after celebrating Mass and
sharing lunch with soldiers who had

returned fi-om Iraq.

"They know how fragile life is," the

archbishop said. "They don't boast. They
don't act like heroes. They act surprised

when someone thanks them."

One young soldier, his foot still in

a cast from an injury in Iraq, played his

guitar during the meal, then had an intense

heart-to-heart with the archbishop about

perhaps becoming a Catholic.

At the Friedberg Mass April 11, just

as at confirmation the evening before

at the garrison headquarters in Giessen,

the local chaplain expressed the feelings

of the small Catholic contingent in the

1st Brigade of the Army's 1st Armored
Division, thanking the archbishop for

coming so far to visit and administer the

sacraments.

"This is like a missionary diocese,"

said Archbishop O'Brien. "The bishop

goes out to a parish to confirm three

or four young people in a rural town.

Every diocese must evangelize, but the

potential we have is extraordinary."

Archbishop O'Brien is responsible

for overseeing the pastoral care of 1.5

million Catholics: members of the

armed forces and their dependents, U.S.

government employees living abroad,

and those being treated in the United

States at hospitals run by the Department

of Veterans Affairs.

"We have 250,000 young adults in

uniform," he said. "We need to go where

they are."

Yet the Archdiocese for the Military

Services is hurting for chaplains.

Archbishop O'Brien said more than

25 percent of people in the military

are Catholic, yet only 7 percent of the

chaplains are Catholic priests.

The archdiocese has 320 Catholic

priests, but needs 800, he said.

At each stop in earlyApril,Archbishop

O'Brien prayed for vocations and pointedly

suggested to unmarried soldiers that they

consider becoming priests.

Thirteen percent of all seminarians,

he said, come either from military

families or have served in the military.

Many of the values fostered by the

military are needed in the priesthood as

well: ."integrity, self-sacrifice, loyalty,

fraternity — you can build on that

background," he said.

Celebrating the chrism Mass in

Heidelberg, Germany, April 3, the

archbishop told the congregation, "Yet

another Mass of Chrism finds our priest-

chaplains still fewer in-number and with

ever greater demands upon them.

"Iraq and Afghanistan continue to

take their toll of lives, American military

and innocent civilians," he said. "And
military families at home wait and
pray and sacrifice for safe returns and

peacefiil results."

A nobleprofession

Archbishop O'Brien spent Easter

afternoon at the U.S. military
hospital at Landstuhl, visiting the

injured and the staff.

"I was deeply impressed with the

persormel," he said.

They work long hours, with great

dedication, under enormous pressure to

stabilize the wounded so they can be

flown home for treatment, he said.

Wherever Archbishop O'Brien
goes, he prays for vocations, tries to

recruit priests, pressures the military to

provide more priests— even if it means
confracting local priests— prays for the

injured and dead, and lets those serving

in the military know that he sees their

service as a vocation.

"When I speak to young people

in the military," he told the soldiers at

Friedberg, "I often hear them wondering

ifthere is a conflict between their military

duty and their Christian faith.

"I don't see it that way. Yours is

2O0T Mark your calendar now
for the third

Diocese of Charlotte

Eucharistic Congress -

Charlotte Convention Center

SEPTEMBER 21 & 22

re KNOW
JBSr^S eHRIST

Visit the Web site

www.GoEucharist.com
often for the latest updated

information about programs and

speakers, as well as opportunities

to volunteer.

CNS PHOTO BY Cindy Wooden

Capt. Patrick Van Kirk and son Michael, wife Theresa, and son James talk with Archbishop Edwin F. O'Brien

of the U.S. Archdiocese for the Military Services April 1 1 outside the chapel on the U.S. Army base in.

Friedberg, Germany. The archbishop celebrated Mass for Van Kirk and other soldiers who had returned

from Iraq in late February and early March. -

a noble profession," he said. "You are

willing to give up your lives not just

for your friends, but for strangers, and
sometimes it is unappreciated."

"Not every military action is correct,"

the archbishop told the men and women
in their light khaki uniforms and heavy

t^n boots. "But your military service is

an act of charity."

The archbishop encouraged them to

imagine themselves in the parable of the

good Samaritan, but not at the moment
when all but the Samaritan pass by the

man who had been beaten.

Rather, he said, think about what
happened 20 minutes earlier, when the

man was being attacked: Is it virtuous to

help only ifyou wait until he is injured?

A Christian has an obligation "to

do what is necessary and only what is

necessary to stop the violence," he said.

In an interview later. Archbishop

O'Brien said, "It is our job to help them
make the connection between their faith

and the sacrifices they are making for

very generous motives." s

iiiiiltliiill «»' ^ san women s

RETREAT
Friday, May 11 (7pm) to Saturday, May 12 (5ptn)

is God Calling YOU to...

Explore this opportunity to deepen
* your relationship with Christ?
* your personal prayer life?

* your understanding of today's religious life?

This retreat is open to ALL women age 1 8 and older who
* may be interested in service in community, or
* may be interested in helping promote vocations

Presentations will be made by nationally-known retreat leader Carmen
Torres, SHJC, and will be in both Spanish and English. Also, there will be
time for questions and answers from representatives of various religious

communities, as well as time for prayer and personal reflection. You will

find more details at www.charlottediocese.org.

St. Francis Springs

Prayer Center

Stoneville, FiC

(north of Greensboro)

Cost: $ 1 0 covers all room, board and program

Register today!

Call (704)370-3213
or email: mtwarren@charIottediocese.org
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Priests train in Soutti Carolina

to be military chaplains

CHAPLAINS, from page 1

approximately 130 students in late March

at the U.S. Army Chaplain Center and

School at Fort Jackson, near Columbia.

Father Rosario, a native of the

Philippines, and three other priests were

enrolled in the Chaplain Basic Officer

Leadership Course, the initial three-

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Haring

Father lohn Baptist Gabriel does sit-ups during

training at Fort Jackson, S.C., March 27. Father

Gabriel was one of four Catholic priests who

completed training to become Army chaplains.

month course to become chaplains. They

graduated April 5. Five other priests,

already chaplains, are taking the Chaplain

Captain Career Course, or C-4.

Catholic priests are a minority in the

ranks ofArmy chaplains, even though it

is estimated that one in four soldiers in

the Army is Catholic, said Oblate Father

David Kenehan, an Army colonel who
serves as deputy commandant at the

chaplain school.

Priestswhobecome military chaplains

are also soldiers. Their lives include daily

and weekly Mass, prayer and other

elements of a civilian priest's life.

But they dress in regulation

camouflage battle-dress uniforms.

They study military regulations and
procedures, wake up early to go on

five-mile marches, learn how to put on a

gas mask in less than nine seconds, and

rappel off a 60-foot wooden structure

known as Victory Tower.

This training is essential because

many of these priests and their fellow

chaplains will be deployed to combat

areas during their careers. It also bonds

them with those they serve.

"It's important for the soldiers to see

the chaplains doing the same things they

do," Father Kenehan said.

The shortage of Catholic priests in

the Army resembles in many ways the

shortage of priests in the civilian world.

With an increasing shortage ofpriests in the

United States, more dioceses are relying on

missionary priests fi-om overseas.

Of the nine priests in training at the

TTiEQRATQRYi
434 Charlotte Avenue, >,0. Box 1 1 586 >

Rock Hill, SC 2973-1 586 \

(803) 327-2097 irockhilloratory.com

Visions in Faith

Sunday,June 17-

Wednesday,June 20

Father Sparks is a Paulist priest who writes and teaches ethics and pastors at

Holy Spirit Parish/Newman Hall in Berkeley, California. He successfully bridges

practical pastoral needs with serious theological reflection.

For more informiation, contactThe Oratory.
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1 St Lt. Matt Guncheon (right), a chaplain candidate, gives a homily during training for a "field service" that

was part of the Chaplain Basic Officer Leadership Course at Fort Jackson, S.C., March 27. 1st Lt. Scott

Dennis (left), who is a chaplain, later played his guitar as soldiers sang Christian songs at the service.

chaplain school, all but one were foreign-

bom. They came fi-om the Philippines,

India, Poland, Kenya and Nigeria.

"The pressing need for priests in

the Army prompted me to do this," said

Father John Baptist Gabriel, a priest of

the Diocese of Neyyattinkara, India.

"The kids who are facing combat

really need support from priests at this

time in their Hves," he said.

After training

Once they complete chaplain training.

Catholic priests are usually assigned

to serve as chaplains for a division. As
chaplains, they minister to soldiers from

all denominations, not just Catholics.

Often, the priests say, they are

called on to do much more than their

regular chaplain duties. They might log

hundreds of miles in the air flying from

base to base in Iraq, for instance, to offer

Mass for Catholic soldiers.

"You're used a lot over there— at one

pointwhen I was over, there were only two

Catholic priests who covered the whole

of Baghdad," said Father Christopher

Opara, a Nigerian-bom chaplain in the

C-4programwho completedadeployment
to Iraq in November.

Priestswho want to serve as chaplains

must first receive approval from their

bishops, and can be recalled at almost

any time if a serious need arises in their

home diocese. This rarely happens when
they are deployed on active duty in a

combat zone, like Iraq, Father Kenehan
said, but it is a possibility they face when
serving in other areas.

Newly ordained Catholic priests,

unlike most other new clergy who
become chaplains, also must serve in a

parish for three years before they can

become full-time chaplains.

This requirement is not a problem

for most of the chaplain candidates at

Fort Jackson.

Father Fausto Kaverenge, bom in

Kenya, has been a priest for 16 years.

Father Maciej Napieralski, a native of

Poland and first lieutenant in the U.S.

Army, was ordained in 1983 and spent

the past seven years serving the Diocese

of Fairbanks, Alaska.

After graduation, the four priests

received their assignments: Father

Rosario, HunterArmyAirfield, Savannah,

Ga.; Father Kaverenge, Germany; Fathpr

Gabriel, Fort Hood, Texas; and Father

Napieralski, Fort Wainwright, Alaska.

Living the mission

"We need more chaplains in the U.S.

Army and we need more priests," Father .

Napieralski said. "I wish those who think

about the priesthood would also think

about this as a possibility."

Priests who have already completed

one or two tours in combat areas in

the Middle East say the issues soldiers

face these days are daunting, especially

strained marriages and family ties

because of long, multiple deployments.

Add this to the daily stress of

combat, homesickness and the pain of

losing fiiends and fellow soldiers, and the

work of the Catholic priest as chaplain

becomes even more vital, they say.

"Being in combat helps you to know
more the value of life," said Father Isaac

Opara, another Nigerian in the C-4 class

who was deployed to Afghanistan.

"What gave me joy over there was
knowing I was living the mission of

bringing the Gospel to everyone," he

added.

"Catholic soldiers especially need

their priests because it takes a priest to

make sure they get the spiritual attention

they need," he said.

Toce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

140! Patton Ave.

Aslieville, NC
(828) 252-3535

72 Ijong Shoals Rtad

Arden, NC
(828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Ashevilic's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • Jokn Prock

Toll-free (888) 874 3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

Join our Oratorian Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHER
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more about serving God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

PO Box 1 1586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRffTURE READINGS: MAY 13, 2007

Books find religious tliemes in

American craze for sports, fitness

REVIEWED BY MITCH FINLEY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

In the United States, the connections

between rehgion and organized sports

&», according to author William Baker,

both complex and uneasy.

Yet, at the same time, there is

no doubt that the two are well nigh

inseparable in the American mind.

"Religion and sport especially are

joined, at the altar of commercial
interest," Baker writes in "Playing With

God: Religion and Modem Sport."

"As sports promoters seek publicity

and lively attendance at their events, and

as churches seek wholesome activities and

a podium for their message, their marriage

seems made in heaven," he writes.

While evangelical churches in recent

years introduced "Faith Nights" at minor

league baseball games — "featuring

various combinations of gospel pop
music, handouts of Bibles and bobble-

head biblical figures, colorful Veggie

Toles cartoon characters, and inspirational

testimonies fi-om local sports heroes" —
clearly this is but one of the more recent

manifestations ofhow religion and sports

often go hand in hand.

What do most Americans think of

when they hear "Notre Dame"? And why
is basketball huge on the campuses of

more than a few Catholic universities?

Author Baker takes the reader on a

fascinating and informative trek through

the history ofthe intimacy between religion

and sports inAmerica, and he even includes

a chapter on Athletes for Allah.

"The long arc of modem sport's

interaction with religion can best be

viewed as a dance," Baker concludes,

"in which the terms of engagement have

changed over time." But never has the

dance been anything but popular.

Tom Hafer, author of "Faith &
Fitness: Diet and Exercise for a Better

World," is a registered physical therapist

and certified athletic trainer who also

holds a master's degree in religion Irom

the Lutheran Theological Seminary.

In this book, Hafer prods the reader to

think of physical fitness and diet in more

holistic terms, indeed, in the context of

one's faith relationship with God.

He declares that his book "should

convince you that the rabbit trails we
chase to improve our looks, our wealth

and our position all distract us fi-om the

faith to provide us with the fiilfilling life

of a servant. ... Together we can respond

to God's call to be good stewards of our

own health, our neighbors' health and the

health of our planet."

Catholic readers should not be

surprised, however, to discover in

Hafer's book a classical Protestant

outlook that he himself may not have

been entirely aware of.

He seems to take for granted that

human nature is pretty dam seriously

corrupt, and this requires us to do

battle with it— here in terms related to

nutrition and exercise.

"When we consider our desire for

better health or weight loss," Hafer

writes, "let us clear our minds of old

ideas and stmggles, start at the cross of

Jesus— hungry, thirsty, open and broken
— and go fi-om there."

"It is only by God's grace that we are

made whole," Hafer concludes— loudly

echoing classical Lutheran theology.

At the same time, his book admirably

brings a global perspective to his

discussion: "When we are disciplined

with our overabundance while concerning

ourselves with the poor, a redistribution

ofresources occurs throughout our global

community. ... In this new paradigm

shift, wellness is no longer self-centered,

but centered on Christ and the least of

these, our neighbors."

A Catholic author would have
been more inclined to begin with the

presupposition that human nature,

while seriously flawed, is above all the

dwelling place of the Holy Spirit and

most basically good.

Catholic readers will still find an

abundance ofwisdom and healthftil advice

on the topics of nutrition and exercise.

Finley is staff writer for the Inland

Register, newspaper of the Diocese of
Spokane, Wash.

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES
1st Holy Communion Celebrations

Let us help you with gifts and holy reminders for your loved ones as we all celebrate their

continued growth in ourfaith.

Come visit our Cornelius store or our upcoming scheduled parish visit:

St Matthew School - May 11-18 - 7:30-4pm weekdays

(If you'd liKe us to bring our store to your parish, please call for Information.)

We apologize for any inconvenience you may experience with the closing of our Monroe Road

store. Please call our Cornelius Ixation and we will make every effort to provide all of your

religious gi needs. Our new Charlotte location will be unveiled very soon and we believe you'll

be pleased with the convenience and location.

God bless you during our celebration of this holiest of Holy Seasons.

704r655-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Jofinsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

maryimmaculata.com

NEW CHARLOHE STORE

LOCATION to be announced very

soon! Watch this space as we unveil

our new location.

May 13, Sixth Sunday of

Easter

Cycle C Readings:

1) Acts 15:1-2, 22-29

Psalm 67:2-3, 5-6, 8

2) Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23

3) Gospel: John 14:23-29

Peace to be found

on walk with God

BY JEFF HENSLEY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

When I came into the church 33 years

ago, my pastor, whether in the pulpit or

in the church library where he presented

the faith to inquirers like me, gave insight

into Catholicism with firmness and
gentleness and good humor.

He welcomed me and rest of the

inquiry class with open arms. Like the

apostles in the Acts reading for today who
refiised to set impossibly high standards

for new converts who sought to follow

Christ, my pastor outlined the teachings of

the church with clarity and kindness.

John's Gospel seems to map the

same territory, showing us that the hand
of God on his people demonstrates this

same loving contrast.

With great promise Jesus says,

"Anyone who loves me will be true to my
word and my Father will love him; we
will come to him and make our dwelling

place with him."

But there is a definitively firm limit

to this offer of God's indwelling with

us in the words immediately following:

"He who does not love me does not keep

my words."

A little fiirther on, Jesus promises to

send the Holy Spirit to instruct us and to

give us peace. We should pay particular

attention to what Jesus tells us here.

The disciples' feet have been
washed; Judas has departed to carry

out his betrayal; Peter's denial has been

predicted.

We stand poised on the brink, and

Jesus delivers his final instmctions to

those who will build his church.

"Peace is my farewell to you," he

tells them and us, "my peace is my gift

to you. I do not give it to you as the

world gives peace. Do not be distressed

or fearful."

Then he tells them he will go to the

Father, giving them the one key insight

that will help them see that his cmcifixion

will lead onward in God's plan to his

resurrection and his continuing presence

with both them and us.

When I came into the church three

decades ago, gradually moving out of

years of doubt as a young adult, coming
into the light of Christ through my
involvement in both the charismatic

renewal and the institutional church, I

found that the sense ofloneliness that had

haunted me for years left me.

I'm sure that came as a result of

entering into commimion with those who
had inherited Jesus' promise of peace.

Questions:

Where have you found peace in

your own walk.with God? Could prayer,

Scripture study or reconciliation with

someone help you recapture that peace?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 6-12

Sunday (Fifth Sunday of Easter), Acts 14:21-27, Revelation 21 :1-5, John 13:31-35; Monday,

Acts 14:5-18, John 14:21-26; Tuesday, Acts 14:19-28, John 14:27-31; Wednesday, Acts 15:1-6,

John 15:1-8; Thursday (Bl. Damien of Moloka'i), Acts 15:7-21, John 15:9-11; Friday, Acts

15:22-31, John 15:12-17; Saturday (Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, St. Pancras)Acts 16:1-10,

John 15:18-21.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 13-19

Sunday (Sixth Sunday of Easter), Acts 15:1-2, 22-29, Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23, John

14:23-29; Monday (St. Matthias), Acts 1:15-17, 20-26, John 15:9-17; Tuesday (St. Isidore),

Acts 16:22-34, John 16:5-11; Wednesday, Acts 17:15, 22-18:1, John 16:12-15; Thursday

(Ascension Thursday), Acts 1:1-11, Ephesians 1:17-23, Luke 24:46-53; Friday (St. John I),

Acts 18:9-18, John 16:20-23; Saturday, Acts 18:23-28, John 16:23-28.

CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGES
11 Days Pilgrimage to Poland and Prague. Aug 27-Sep 6, 2007. $2950 pp. Includes 2 nights in

Warsaw, 2 nights Czestrochowa, 3 nights each in Krakow & Prague. Fr. Price Oswalt from OKC

11 Days Italian Shrines. Sep 22-Oct 3, 2007. $2990 pp. Includes 2 nights each in Venice &

Assisi, 3 nights each in Florence & Rome. Visit Padua, Ravenna & Siena. Fr. Krempa from

Winchester, VA

12 Days Fatima & Spain. Oct 8-19, $2750 pp. includes 3 nights each Fatima & Madrid, 2 nights

Santiago de Compostela, 1 night each in Burgos & Avila. Visit Toledo. Fr. Thai Son from WV.

Includes air from Raleigh, Charlotte and Greensboro; daily breakfast and dinners. Call John

Tagnesi at 888-544-4461.

(These are privately-sponsored trips, not affiliated with the Diocese of Charlotte.)
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Australian company to offer digital services

for World Youth Day
Singer has nothing to crow about

SYDNEY, Australia (CNS) —
Australia's largest telecommunications

company, Telstra, announced it will provide

phone and digital communications services

to the 300,000 extra people expected in

Sydney for World Youth Day 2008.

Solomon Trujillo, an American
businessman and Telstra Australia's chief

operating officer, told a conference of

Catholic officials in Melbourne in mid-

April that his company had reached

an agreement with World Youth Day
coordinators to offer an array of"real-time"

communications services to the event.

Trujillo said the deal will enable

organizers to "explore innovative ways

to use technology to broadcast the event

to young people around the world.

We intend to make World Youth Day
shine by using our world-leading next

generation infrastructure."

The coverage will include cell-

phone messaging, Web casts and Web
logs (blogs) "so that more young people

around the world can access and share

this very special event," said Trujillo.

The partnership with World Youth

Day, said Trujillo, will demonstrate

"the scale and scope of next-generation

networks to spread the Gospel message

among its brethren through the missions

of the church."

With 70 million blogs on the

Internet, Trujillo said, "Imagine the blog

readership hungry for personal Catholic-

specific experiences."

^(^at's Tke Rood
like AkeaJ?
Tke road we liave to travel

is different for eacli of us.

Tlie only certainly is

tkal we all miist end tlie

journey some day.

. , if you take tke time to

prepare for tkat journey 's

end now, your family,

favorite parisk, sckool and

diocesan ministry will ke

supported. A will is an

essential part of tkat -'^^fe

overall plan for your life's waaessr- #

io^mey meWoimUat/Ofl
Roman Cstdiotic Diocese of Charlotte

To receive thefree booklet "Better Estate Planning" contactJudy Smith, Director ofPlanned Giving,

704-370-3520: 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203. jmsmith&charbttediocese.org.

Travel with other Catholics departing October 29, 2007

Hawaii
4 Islands - 15 Days: from $1428*

Includes taxes & inter-island flights !

Join other Roman Catholics on the most affordable two-week, four-

island fully escorted Hawaiian vacation you'll ever find. Your group will fly to

Honolulu for five nights in Waikiki, three nights on Kauai, two nights on Maui, one night in Hilo, and

three nights in Kona. Sightseeing on every island includes: A Honolulu city tour with Punchbowl

Crater and Pearl Harbor cruise to the Arizona Memorial, the Wailua riverboat cruise, lao Valley

excursion & the old whaling capital of Lahaina, a Hilo orchid garden and Rainbow Falls, Black

Sand Beaches, Volcanoes National Park and more! *Your price, from only $1428 (per person,

double occupancy) includes baggage handling, hotels, taxes, all flights between the islands, and

escorted sightseeing on every island. Add $800 for round trip airfare from Charlotte. 'Your Man'
Tours specializes in Hawaii and has had its own office in Honolulu since 1967 offering weekly

departures to Hawaii on this vacation package. This price is so low because travelers buy

wholesale, directly from the actual Hawaiian tour operator. Friends and family are welcome!

Space is limited for this October 29 departure and reservations with a $100 deposit are now due.

For Information, reservations & brochure call 7 days a week:

'YOUR MAN' lOURS 1-800-968-7626

CNS PHOTO BY Mario Anzuoni, Reuters photo by Gre6 Tarczynski

Archbishop Raymond L. Burke of St. Louis announced April 25 he has withdrawn his support for an

upcoming benefit for a Catholic hospital because it features singer Sheryl Crow (left), an outspoken

supporter of keeping abortion legal.

Archbishop pulls support for

hospital benefit over Crow's stands
BY JENNIFER BRINKER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ST. LOUIS (CNS) — Saying that

it sent a "contradictory message" for

a Catholic institution to raise funds

by featuring a musician who supports

abortion and embryonic stem-cell

research, Archbishop Raymond L.

Burke of St. Louis announced April 25

that he had withdrawn his support for

an upcoming benefit for SSM Cardinal

Glennon Children's Medical Center.

Rock musician Sheryl Crow, a native

of Kennett, Mo., has been an outspoken

supporter of keeping abortion legal.

She also supported Amendment 2, a

Missouri initiative passed last fall that

constitutionally protects human cloning

and embryonic stem-cell research.

Crow was scheduled to perform at

the annual Bob Costas Benefit April 28

at the Fabulous Fox theater in St. Louis.

Sportscaster Costas and comedian Billy

Crystal also were to participate in the

benefit, with tickets ranging in price fi-om

$35 to $100.

At an April 25 press conference at the

archdiocesan offices. Archbishop Burke

said Crow's connection to the benefit

event was "an affront to the identity and

mission of the medical center, dedicated

as it is to the service of life and Christ's

healing mission."

"When there is a significant risk that

others could be led to «vil, as the one

responsible for the spiritual and moral

well-being of the faithfial entrusted to my
pastoral care, I am obliged in justice to

act," the archbishop added.

"Only afl:er the board of governors

of the Cardinal Glennon Children's

Foundation informed me it would not

address the issue did it become necessary

that I carry out my pastoral responsibility

to clarify the matter," he said.

The archbishop said he also had

submitted his resignation earlier in the

week as chairman of the foundation's

board of governors, and requested the

foundation amend its bylaws to release

him as a member of the board and that

his name be removed fi*om any materials

promoting the benefit.

Archbishop Burke said his concern

with the benefit has no association with

the "goodness ofthe apostolate which the

medical center is carrying out."

He added that the church is not

condemning anyone over the matter.

"It grieves me very much to have to

take the action, because I have such high

regard for Cardinal Glennon Children's

Medical Center," he said. "It's not a

question ofmy support of the children's

medical center and its apostolate."

Last fall. Crow was featured in a

television advertisement that supported

Amendment 2, the stem-cell initiative.

She also has been a public advocate of

keeping abortion legal and continues

to speak on behalf of legislation in

support of abortion and embryonic
stem-cell research.

"When, for economic gain, a Catholic

institution associates itself with such a

high-profile proponent of the destruction

of innocent lives, members of the church

and other people of good will have the

right to be confirmed in their commitment

to the Gospel of life," Archbishop Burke

said at the news conference.

He said his role as a church leader

and the gravity of the situation required

him to resign from the board and speak

publicly on the issue.

"If I, as archbishop of St. Louis,

were simply to let this pass, it would

give people the impression that as long

as the purpose is to raise money, you

can associate with people, even feature

people, who are public proponents of the

killing ofunborn children and embryonic

human life," the archbishop said.

"It is bad when any of the flock leads

another one into confusion or leads them

astray," he added. "But it's especially

harmfiil when it's the shepherd of the

flock himself — either through silence

or through some action — who causes

people to go into error."

A Glennon foundation spokesman

told Catholic News Service that there had

been no requests for ticket refunds as of

April 26.

"We are looking forward to a great

event for a great cause," the spokesman

said.
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YOUTHS IN ACTION
May 4, 2007

Youths explore faith,

friendship at annual DYC
DYC, from page 1

the weekend of events, music and
workshops, which included topics on

global warming, vocations, relationships,

mission trips, prayer and "discovering

one's purpose in God's plan."

Assisted by a team of adult advisors,

4he council put in long hours to ensure

a weekend of interaction, reflection and

call to action among the participants.

"It's good to see them so active in

the church and practicing the faith,"

said John Stasko, a youth advisor for the

conference.

"These youths aren't the church

of tomorrow. They are the church of

today," said Deacon Tom Rasmussen,

one of the conference presenters and

permanent deacon at St. Aloysius Church

in Hickory.

"A primary thing I do is plant a seed

of faith, nurture that seed and see it bear

fruit. When something's important, you
want to share it," he said.

Many teens enjoyed the opportunity

to share their faith with others their age.

"It's an amazing experience to be

here with other teens," said 15-year-old

Cassandra Reiher. "In the last couple ofyears,

I've gotten more passionate in my faith."

"It's been tough to be a Catholic

youth— people have a lot ofwrong ideas

about being a Catholic, like thinking

we worship Mary," said 18-year-old

Tim Wagner, who attended his third

conference and will be entering college

in the fall.

"It's hard to keep my faith with all the

peer pressure. Here (at the conference),

people are willing to share their belief in

God," he said. "I want to share my faith

through community service, represent

our church, our faith."

Collin Orton attended several

diocesan youth conferences as a teen.

Now 20, he returned as an adult mentor

for the youths.

"I want to set an example. The best

part is meeting all the teens, and the

wonderful people who share the same
ideals," he said.

While some teens come to the

conference to socialize, said Orton, they

are achieving another purpose as well.

"You come seeking a better

understanding of the hard questions. The
classes ask the real questions, the ones

people are afraid to ask," he said.

"I hope the youths get the sense that

God loves them no matter what, and

he expects much of them, but he gives

them the grace to do it," said Peg Ruble,

associate director of youth ministry for

the Diocese of Charlotte.

"The church also expects much of

them, and needs much from them," she

said. "The kids bring life and energy.

They are loving... and embrace the

message, the people and the church."

Paul Kotlowski, director of youth

ministry for the diocese, hoped the

teens left the conference with a closer

relationship with Jesus and a willingness

to surrender their lives to God.

"We witness the depth of faith and

sincerity in the young church. There is an

innocence, curiosity and love for God,"

he said. "The conference offers a deeper

knowledge of the faith and spiritual

communion with the risen Christ."

At the closing ceremony on Sunday,

April 29, four awards were presented.

The Pope John Paul 11 Award, for

ordained men exemplifying love for

the youth of the church, was presented

to Father Shawn O'Neal, pastor of St.

Joseph Church in Bryson City and Our

Dynamic Parish Seeking Director of Faith Formation

St. Aloysius in Hickory, NC is seeking director of
Faith Formation. The position will be open July 1.

Candidate must be a practicing Catholic with a
Bachelor's Degree in theology or similar discipline

or have the equivalent experience.

Send resume & references to: Search
Committee c/o St. Aloysius Catholic
Church, 921 2nd St. NE, Hickory, NC
28601 or staloysius@charter.net

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION

St. Paul the Apostle Church is a community that is committed to

Intergenerational Catechesis and is seeking an experienced Director of

Faith Formation. The position will be open as of July 1 , 2007.

Candidate must be a practicing Catholic with a master's degree in Catholic

theology and a minimum of five years pastoral experience. Send resume

and references to: Susie Bames, St Paul the Apostle Catholic Church, 2715

Horse Pen Creek Rd, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (336) 294-6149; ennail

sbames@stpaulcc.org.
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Sarah Werner, a parishioner of St. Aloysius Church in Hickory, receives the Bishop Michael J. Begley

Award from Paul Kotlowski, director of diocesan youth ministry, during the 30th annual Diocesan Youth

Conference in Ridgecrest April 29.

Lady ofGuadalupe Mission in Cherokee.

The Bishop Michael J. Begley
Award, for youths involved in social

justice and outreach, was presented

to Sarah Werner, a parishioner of St.

Aloysius Church.

The Bishop William G. Curlin

Award, for an individual or group
expemplifying outstanding pastoral

care, was presented to Sarah Cahoon,

a parishioner of St. James the Greater

Church in Concord.

The St. Timothy Award, for a youth

exemplifying outstanding discipleship,

was presented to Timothy Wagner, a

parishioner of St. John Neumann Church

in Charlotte.

Recognition was also given to adults

who have served in youth ministry for

five, 10 and 15 or more years.

Its

Collin Orton, an adult mentor for the conference,

attended several conferences as a teenager. "I

want to set an example. The best part is meeting

all the teens, and the wonderful people who share

the same ideals," he said.

135,000 people wili read

these words this weeli!
Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses

and individuals, too!

Can (704) 370-3332 now! vATHQLIC

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

PLANT SERVICES SUPERVISOR: Hands-

on supervision and maintenance for day-to-day

operations of school buildings and grounds.

Oversees operations of heating/AC equipment

in maintaining a safe work environment for

persormei and equipment. Experience in planning,

organizing and prioritizing projects. Competent

oral and written communication skills with basic

proficiency in computer technology. Effective

interpersonal skills and leadership abilities. Degree

with supervisory and related experience preferred;

experience will be considered. Competitive

benefits package. Send resume and salary history

to: BMCHS, Attn. Business Office, 1725 NC Hwy
66 South, Kemersville, NC 27284. Deadline for

receipt of applications is 5/15/07. EOE.

FOR RENT

LAKE LURE VACATION CABIN: Beautiful

mountain setting inside Lake Lure city limits.

New, spotless, spacious, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths,

wrap-around deck. Spectacular views! Close to

all area activities. Relax for weekend, week or

more. Reasonable. Military discount. No Pets.

828-299-3714

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For infonnation, call (704) 370-3332.



Vlay 4, 2007

IN OUR SCHOOLS
The Catholic News & Herald 13

Around the world in 80 minutes
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF NXWTER

CHARLOTTE — Our Lady of

the Assumption School in Charlotte

culminated its second Multicultural

Week, which was held April 23-27, with

a daylong festival including a "Parade of

Continents," an international food market

and exhibits representing 40 countries.

Each grade level was assigned a

continent and then created an exhibit for

the nations on their continent. Exhibits

included information about the history,

geography and culture of the countries.

On Friday morning, April 27, the

multipurpose room was converted into

an international market, where foods

from around the world were offered for

sale. Students were given play money
with which to purchase items.

Many students dressed in native

or historical costumes representing the

countries they studied.

Following the Parade ofContinents in

the multipurpose room, students manned
their exhibits and answered questions

from Linda Cherry, superintendent

for diocesan Catholic schools; Janice

Ritter, assistant superintendent; and

Alisa Joseph, vice president and African-

American segment leader for Wachovia

Bank, who served as the judges for the

parade and exhibits.

"Diversity is present in all of our

diocesan schools, but the Multicultural

Festival highlights the uniqueness of

Our Lady of the Assumption School,"

said Cherry.

"Many ofthe students who presented

information were actually from those

countries. The sharing of the children's

heritage, culture, food and fraditions will

be remembered by all," she said.

TeacherAmber Luckey's third-grade

class was named Multicultural Festival

winner by the judges for their exhibit and

presentation in the Parade of Continents.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Fourth-grade students at Our Lady of the Assumption School in Charlotte represent Africa during the

"Parade of Continents" April 27, part of a weeklong festival celebrating "Learning through Diversity."

Respect Life Office 704-370-3229

Excellence in science
CHARLOTTE — Will Larsen

and Maria Shea, students at St. Patrick

School in Charlotte, won the Second

Place Award of Excellence at the 20th

State Science Fair of North Carolina,

held at Meredith College in Raleigh

March 24.

The fair provides the opportunity

for third- through 12th-grade students

interested in science and technology to

compete for college scholarships, awards,

honor programs and other prizes.

Will and Maria's project, "Phantastic

pH Effects on Water," won the excellence

award— along with a $24 U.S. Savings

Bond — from the North Carolina

American Water Works Association

and Water Environment Association,

a volunteer association dedicated

to providing water and wastewater

education, training and service to protect

public health and the environment.

Will and Maria were thrilled with

their success and extremely gratefiil to

everyone at school who made it possible

for them to participate in this year's fair.

CouRTKY Photo

Will Larsen and Maria Shea, students at St, Patrick School

in Charlotte, are pictured during the State Science Fair

at Meredith College in Raleigh March 24.

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panicl.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

Vou have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment tinie and keep you wailing ail day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save tnoney, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charbtte
'

(704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabamjs counSes

www.3wayplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMAGE TO

THEHOLYLAND
November 6-15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation and Pastor, St. Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic faith

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily Mass at many of the

historical sites of ourfaith.

Highlights include:

- Tiberias, Mt. Carmel, Sea of Galilee area

- Mi. Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boyhood area

- Capernaum, Mom[ of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jeaisalem area; Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane,

Via Dotorosa, Lord's Tomb at Church of the Holy Sepulchre,

Mount Zion, Upper Room, Dormitbn Abbey, Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites • PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,399 (before July 29) from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals,

first class hotels and all toius. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.
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Tires and common good
We are connected by virtue of common
human nautre

I lecture occasionally on Catholic

social teaching and its applicability to

everyday life. The two most prominent

features in this body .of doctrine are the

principles of human dignity and the

common good.

The first insists that we are human
beings, not human doings. We have

intrinsic value and are worthy of respect

because we are human, not because we're

wise, wealthy, healthy or good-looking.

People like hearing this principle,

even though they sometimes permit non-

essentials such as race, poverty or sexual

orientation to blind them to the dignity

they should respect in others.

The principle ofthe common good is

not so readily received. I have found that

Catholic audiences often need help in

wrapping their minds around this notion.

Moreover, they sometimes have

difficulty in connecting the notion of

individual human dignity with the idea of

the common good.

hi the "Pastoral Constitution on the

Church in the Modem World," Vatican

Council n described the common good

as "the sum of those conditions of social

life which allow social groups and their

individual members relatively thorough

and ready access to their own fiilfillment."

So the common good is not the

sum of all individual goods, nor is it a

utilitarian concept of greatest good for

the greatest number of people.

It involves rather an acknowledgment

of the basic human dignity of all people

and a commitment to work for the

promotion of conditions in society that

encourage the development of each

person's human potential.

This idea is related to the principle of

solidarity, the notion thatwe are connected

to one another by virtue of our common
human nature. The principle of solidarity

functions as a moral category that leads to

choices that will promote and protect the

common good.

In a question-and-answer period

followinga lecture I gave to a Catholic adult

education group, one of the participants

Looking

Around
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faulted the American bishops for their

liberal views on immigration policy.

That prompted me to think of an

image I find usefiil in explaining the

common good— the old-fashioned inner

tube and rubber tire.

The wholeness and roundness of

the tire suggests the oneness of society.

The iimer tube's vulnerability to wear

and tear — the potential for a blowout

that can flatten the entire tire — serves

to remind that it is in the interest of the

whole tire that attention be paid to a small

section in need of a plug or patch.

Promotion of the common good not

only protects the weak, but it works for

the ultimate good of all others in society,

not just the poor and vulnerable.

But what about those not yet part of

our society, the refugees and migrants

who want in but face barriers to entry?

First we have to avoid the trap of

putting national boundaries around
the concept of the common good. It

embraces human nature anywhere; it

transcends citizenship.

But the common good also requires

respect for national as well as individual

rights and, therefore, looks to orderly

progress in the flow ofimmigration while

attending to the causes and effects of

problems that propel people out of their

native lands who would stay or return if

conditions improved.

We can become a better national

tire through immigration; our national

history demonstrates that. History also

teaches that we will be a stronger tire to

the extent that we attend to all points of

vulnerability.

Sorry? No one's listening
Secular media should have focused on
Imus apologyy not public opinion

The tragedy of Virginia Tech has

moved into a solitary grieving stage and

the media, thank goodness, has not been

invited.

, And so, over the past few days, the

pundits and talk show commentators

have been backtracking to the Don Imus
story, which was in fiill bloom when it

and most other news was brushed aside

by the events in Blacksburg, Va.

Imus is the gravel-voiced,
opinionated grandfather of "shock-

jockery" who was picked off by media
sniper fire. The ammunition was his

idiotic remarks about the Rutgers
women's basketball players.

The media provided the gun and

badgered the rest of us to pull the

trigger on a man who was begging for

forgiveness.

Sadly, the leaders of the "pull the

trigger" chorus were a pair of Christian

ministers, the Revs. Al Sharpton and

Jesse Jackson. Perhaps the pair skipped

the forgiveness class at seminary— they

were calling for Imus' firing within hours

of his comments.

As Christians we are called to

forgiveness, not once or twice, but as

Christ put it, "seven times seventy"

(Mt. 18:22). Clearly Imus' situation

was one where forgiveness could be

employed. Why? Because he asked for it

— repeatedly.

Even though he was repeating a

phrase found regularly in popular hip-

hop music, Imus took fiall responsibility

for his words. Given a chance, he most

likely would have used the bully pulpit

of his microphone in his atonement and

a great deal of healing may have come
fi-om his rash remarks.

But for the sake of a headline that

read "Imus, you're fired!", that kind of

reconciliation has been cancelled.

In the secular world of media hype,

forgiveness must be boring because it

doesn't get much play. Would the world

have been a more dangerous place ifDon
Imus were allowed to serve his two-week

suspension rather than lose his job?

Justice would be better served if

his sophomoric observations were the

basis for a discussion on race relations,

the double-standard over the use of

certain words and the inflated role that

I celebrities play in our society. These

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID MAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

are subjects that this distracted, over

stimulated country desperately needs to,

talk about.

In 1972 Pope Paul VI said, "If you
,

want peace, work for justice." The lack

of justice in the court of public opinionLj

that Imus faced is obvious. The question

for the followers of Christ in the media

age is, how can we work for peaceju

through justice?

Here are a few guidelines:

1) Be an advocate for forgiveness.

We Christians are not called to swim
in the tempting, ultra-clear and illusory

waters of self-righteousness. Accepting

an apology generally means forgetting

about the underlying transgression. This

isn't easy or much fim.

2) Know the difference between fact

and opinion. Facts are few; opinions are

like belly-buttons: everyone has one

Bloggers, are you listening?

3) Gather your facts fi-om different

sources. Despite what they may want you

to believe, both Fox News and The New
York Times have biases. .

4) Before being drawn into the media

debate, ask yourself how you'd feel if a

perfect stranger were talking about you

as if you were a criminal, worthy of

public ridicule.

I don't believe the "media snipers"

will ever lay dovra their weapons to pick

flowers. Someone is always being lined

up in the crosshairs of public opinion

If we allow this to continue, each of

us will have no one to blame and no one

to seek a reprieve from when the target is

painted on our own foreheads.

David Mains is director oj

communications for the Diocese oJ

Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains@
charlottediocese.org. A podcast a)

this column is available at www.
charlottediocese.org.
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More respect needed,

fewer gun restrictions
I would wager a guess that David

Hains ("America, take control of

yourself," April 20) never enjoyed target

shooting, nor ever enjoyed looking at a

collection offirearms that represented the

early days of our country.

He may review recent data showing

states that have concealed carry laws have

dramatic drops in crimes. But simply

showing a self-defense weapon is often all

that is necessary to stop a crime.

I appreciate 911, but sadly before

police can arrive, carnage is often visited

upon folks who do not believe in the

God-given right to self-defense.

I honor Mr. Hains' wish not to own
or use a handgun; however, I honor our

constitution and my right as an honest

citizen to have one without more useless

restrictions. The laws on the books now
are already very strict. May I respectfully

suggest that we concentrate on upgrading

our schools, teaching our children right

from wrong, and living our faith.

On another note, the improper use

of vehicles driven under the influence

of alcohol and/or drugs contributes to

Letters to the Editor

the crosses we see on the sides of our

highways. Should we outlaw or have more

restrictions on vehicle operation? Perhaps

make it illegal to manufacture alcohol?

Mr. Hains, let's just teach respect

to our young about the proper use and

handling of firearms, vehicles, alcohol

and, most of all, teach them respect for

each other as God's children.

— A. Thomas Hansen
Fairview, N.C.

WRITEALEnERTO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters .

from readers. We ask that letters be originals of

250 words or less, pertain to recent newspaper

content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter

must include the name, address and daytime

phone number of the writer for purpose of

verification. Letters may be condensed due to

space limitations and edited for clarity, style and

factual accuracy.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The

Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@chariottediocese.org.
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When i commute, who is

my community?
Pressure, distance can separate us from
priorities, Christ

Did you know that roughly one

out of every six American workers

commutes more than 45 minutes— each

way! — to work?

And the number of commuters who
travel 90 minutes or more each way has

reached 3.5 million.

In The New Yorker ofApril 1 6, Nick

Paumgarten looks at the distances we
travel in an article aptly subtitled "The

Soul of the Commuter."

I don't wish to pick on commuters;

doubtless some people spend their

commutes in worthwhile ways: listening

to inspirational tapes, unwinding and

reading ifthey are on a bus or train. Some
find their only chance for solitude in this

daily journey.

But the idea ofpeople spending a large

part of their day in one place and the more
private, familial part of their day in a place

hours and miles away raises questions.

If we work long hours in the city,

maybe close to the part oftown where the

homeless congregate, but travel 45 miles

to the place where farmland is being

ground up to spit out "McMansions,"
where is our community?

More to the point, who is our

commimity?

Our lives are subdivided in so many
ways, it is no wonder that we often feel

scattered and unfocused, that community

eludes us.

Thomas Merton wrote that there

is "a pervasive form of contemporary

violence" to which we can succumb.

"The rush and pressure of modem life

are a form, perhaps the most common
form, of its irmate violence."

The "rush and pressure of modem
life" — we don't have to have a long

commute to identify with what this

condition. My own commute is very

short, six minutes to the parish where I

work part time; that is, if it's not too icy,

if the four traffic lights cooperate and the

moose stay off" the road.

But still, often I feel pressure and

find myself unfocused.

Ask any modern mother about

feeling overwhelmed, and you'll hear

the litany: chef, chauffeur, cleaning lady,

tax preparer, homework expert, diaper

changer. The list goes on.

A couple of generations ago, there

was more centeredness to this: A mom
was wrapped in the community of family

within the cocoon of neighborhood.

Now we add to motherhood the

pressures ofemployment, whether because

it's a good choice or an economic necessity.

Our apron strings become cell phones.

Then shift to volunteer mode.
Should you help with Scouts tonight or

write that letter to save Darfur? Can you

For the

Journey
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say "no" to that parish committee? Have
you taken your turn in the classroom

lately?

I recently heard a homilist say that

if we feel our lives are scattered and

unfocused it's because our lives are not

centered in Christ.

No doubt this is tme. While many
lead lives in which we sincerely seek to

center ourselves in Christ, we succumb

nonetheless to the "violence" of which

Merton speaks. Sometimes we're so

busy precisely because we 're trying to do

what we think Christ would have us do. i

Again, Merton: "To allow oneself

to be carried away by a multitude of

conflicting concerns, to surrender to

too many demands, to commit oneself

to too many projects, to want to help

everyone in everything is to succumb to

violence."

Maybe we should let our prayer life be

the guide, the measure of whether we are

succumbing to the pressure and the distance

— physical or metaphysical— which take

us from community and Christ.

Is our prayer focused? Peacefial? Do
we give adequate time to prayer?

Answer "no," and maybe we need to

re-examine our commitments.

Only temperance will keep

our world sound
Nature, way of life must be balanced

On 7th Street and Pennsylvania

if[AvenueNW in Washington, D.C., stands

the Temperance Fountain, one of a series

of fountains designed and distributed

nationally in the 1880s by a wealthy

dentist from San Francisco.

Henry D. Cogswell, a cmsader in

the temperance movement, believed the

fountains' cool drinking water would
keep people from drinking too much
alcohol.

At the center of the Temperance
Fountain entwined dolphins spew water

that is a symbol of the purity of life.

For most people, temperance means
refraining from overeating and excessive

drinking. When we study its essence,

however, we learn that temperance
primarily advocates preserving the

balance and order God endowed us with.

If we overeat or drink in excess,

we are said to be inordinate — out of

balance. Temperance not only pertains

to keeping our personal life in order, but

also maintaining a balance in all of life.

One of the greatest challenges of
this millennium is to keep our balance.

For example, consider the balancing act

needed to fijel our automobiles.

To keep our cars mnning, we now
rely more on ethanol. This is causing

farmers to plant com in place of wheat

and other grains.

On the positive side, the production

ofcom has become much more profitable.

But less wheat means higher bread

prices, and less com for animal feed

means cattle ranchers and dairy farmers

will now pay more for it, making milk

and meat more expensive.

This is only one example of how
difficult it is to maintain balance.

Another example is that if we
legislate against big industries' polluting

gases, we risk them going out ofbusiness.

Then we would face an increase in

unemployment.

For every step forward in maintaining

a wholesome life we risk taking two steps

backward. This holds especially tme
in the field of medicine. We may take

medicine that gets rid of one problem

while creating others.

How to maintain balance and order

in our new millennium is the question

of the moment. An even more important

question is: How do we create a new type

of leadership steeped in temperance?

The Human

Side
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Such a new type of leadership would
require leaders who are acutely aware of

how delicately balanced life is and who
are willing to reverence the way nature

and our way of life must be balanced.

Today's leaders must be educated

in the fine points of balancing laws that

govem nature, the economy and industry.

Their knowledge of a simple thing such

as the role bees play in our life, for

example, is critical.

Reports of the disappearance ofbees

are causing deep concem because of the

fijnction bees fiilfill in pollinating fi-uit

trees. The sudden disappearance of bees

is a serious reminder of how imperative

they are in keeping our food supply

balanced.

Politicians who make sound laws

must also follow Aristotle's dictum when
serving their constituents: "The high-

minded man must care more for what is

right than for what people think."

Getting it right so that balance and

order are maintained is imperative to the

life of this planet!

Pope says only

true way to know
God is to love him

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— The only

tme way to know God is to love him
and enter into a relationship with him
through prayer and reading the Bible,

Pope Benedict XVI said.

"Just as between people, one really

knows another deeply only if there is

love, if one opens his heart," so it is with

God, the pope said May 2 at his weekly

general audience.

The pope continued the previous

week's discussion about the teaching

of Origen of Alexandria. According

to Origen's teaching, the pope said,

"understanding the Scriptures requires,

even more than study, intimacy with

Christ and prayer."

"Origen is convinced that the

privileged path to knowing God is love

and that there cannot be an authentic

knowledge of Christ without being in

love with him," the pope said.

The pope said Origen emphasized

his idea by pointing to the meaning
sometimes given to the verb "to know"
in Hebrew, as this verb is used to express

the act of human love. For example, in

Genesis we read, "Adam knew Eve, his

wife, who conceived." In this way, it is

suggested that a union in love leads to the

most authentic knowledge.

"Just as the man and woman are two

in one flesh, so God and the believer

become two in one spirit," the pope said.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
BenedictXVI s remarks in English.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Last week we looked at the life and

writings of Origen ofAlexandria. Today,

I would like to consider two significant

themes in his work.

Origen's teaching on scripture greatly

influenced the Church's rich tradition of

lectio divina. Through the prayerful and

faith-filled reading ofthe scriptures, we are

drawn in love to mystical union with God.

Just as a man and a woman become

"one flesh" in marriage, so — in prayer

— the church and each of her members
become one in the Spirit with the divine

Bridegroom.

Regarding the church, Origen teaches

us the importance of the priesthood of all

the faithful. As a member ofthis common
priesthood, every believer is called to put

on "priestly attire" by living a pure and

virtuous life.

Loving intimacy with God through

prayer and the offering of an upright and

moral life — these are two of Origen's

most important lessons for us; these are

the ways we keep the "gaze ofour hearts"

fixed on the "Wisdom and Tmth who is

Jesus Christ."
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Healthy habits
Women religious gather to mark 40th anniversary of Omaha bone study

byJACLYNTWIDELL
catholic news service

OMAHA, Neb.— By the end of the

first eight-day session of the Omaha Nun
Study in 1967, Mercy Sister Rosalina

Wilkinson was sick of chocolate bars.

She had eaten one chocolate bar

each day.

"I only picked the chocolate bar

because it was on the list they gave

me and I thought it sounded good,"

Sister Wilkinson said. "Boy was that a

mistake."

Sister Wilkinson was one of 190

nuns from six motherhouses who agreed

to participate in a Creighton University

study on calcium intake and women's
bone health, now known simply as the

Omaha Nun Study.

Participating nuns were from the

Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual

Adoration, Servants of Mary,
School Sisters of St. Francis, Notre

Dame Sisters, Sisters of Mercy and
Benedictine Sisters.

More than 30 ofthe nuns involved in

the study were on hand April 25 to help

celebrate the study's 40th anniversary.

"As a good Catholic lad, I have

said 'thank you' to various sisters

over the years for my education, my
faith and my vocation," Jesuit Father

John Schlegel, Creighton University

president, told the women.
"Now as I stand here, I would like

to thank you for my mother's health. She

is 90 years old and she has learned a lot

from your study and her bones are very

solid," he said.

The reception, held at the Creighton

University Medical Center, recognized

the nuns for their contributions to

women's bone health.

"I would like to reiterate the impact

you had," Dr. Robert Heaney, study

director and designer, told the nuns.

"I don't think you realize this, but

135,000 people will read
these words this
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the intake recommendations for calcium

were based on the figures you people

provided not to me, not to Creighton, but

to the women ofAmerica," he said.

The staff from Creighton's
Osteoporosis Research Center — past

and present— also attended the event.

When the project was started in

February 1 967, the nuns— then between

the ages of 35 and 45— spent eight days

and nine nights at the Creighton center's

metabolism unit every five years.

They chose their menu for a day, but

that menu was repeated each of the eight

days.

The diets were designed to match
— within 5 percent — their usual food

intake in terms of calories, protein,

calcium and phosphorus.

"Before we arrived at the hospital

we had to tell them what we usually

ate," said Sister Iris Deprez, a Servant of

Mary. "We were sick of our choices by
the end of that eighth day."

• The food selection was not the only

thing the researchers were watching.

"They monitored everything,"

Mercy Sister Claudia Robinson said.

"Each meal was measured down to the

exact number of ounces."

"We learned quickly to ask for an

extra piece of bread each meal to lap up
all the exfra food on our plates. It was
that or lick the plate clean," she added.

From daily blood draws to urine

collection, every step of the process

was meticulously recorded to identify

factors that influenced how the women's

gift ofXjfe

7b mothers on tfiis day of honor, we thank you
for your courageous Cove in giving us Cife ... and
to those Birth mothers -who CovingCy
choose adoptionfor their children
and those who give the Cove of their
hearts to adoptedchiCdren, we say
to aCC, "3{appy Mother's 'Day!"

IVe Cove you andgive you our
thanks every day ofour Cives.
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Benedictine Sister Cecilia Polt marks the 40tl;

anniversary of the Omaha Nun Study April 25 with

a milk mustache provided by the American Dair^

Association/Dairy Council of Nebraska at Creightor

University Medical Center in Omaha.

i

bodies absorbed calcium, utilized it and

excreted it.

"The project, because of the number
of participants and the length of the

study, literally wrote the book on the

operation of calcium economy in midlife

women," Heaney said.

The Omaha Nun Study also helped

establish Creighton University as an

international leader in the prevention,

diagnosis and treatment of osteoporosis,

said Dr. Robert Recker, current director

of Creighton's Osteoporosis Research

Center.

The project received continuous

federal flmding from 1967 until 1995,

and was one of the longest-running,

continually supported projects in the

history of the National Institutes oi

Health.

Among the findings resulting from

the Creighton research: Healthy midlife

women require 1,200 milligrams oi

calcium daily and calcium absorption

is influenced by body size, vitamin D
and estrogen levels, race, age and other

nutrient interactions.

Although the eight-day inpatient

studies ended, the nuns, now in their 70s

and 80s, continue to return to Creighton

for calcium absorption measurements

and bone-density scans.

"It is a great feeling to know
that we helped other women," said

Sister Robinson. "I also have learned

to be conscious of bone health and 1

understand that we all need to encourage

other women."
"When we were doing the study

we did not know that we were helping

anyone," said Sister Wilkinson. "But 1

am sure glad we did it."

OVf
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Benedict in

Brazil

Pope says he wants

to help reinforce

Christian values,

counter threats

byJOHNTHAVIS
catholic news service

SAO PAULO, Brazil —
Arriving in Brazil on his first

papal trip to Latin America,

Pope Benedict XVI said he

wanted to help reinforce

Christian values and counter

new threats to the poor, the

abandoned and the unborn.

"I am well aware that the

soul of this people, as of all

Latin America, safeguards

values that are radically

Christian, which will never

be eradicated," the pope said

May 9.

The pope addressed
several hundred civil and
church dignitaries at an airport

See BRAZIL, page 7

'Exempliary

soldiers'

Pope thanks Swiss

Guards for dedicated,

hyal service

BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Pope
Benedict XVI thanked the

Swiss Guards fortheirdedicated

and loyal service of watching

over the Vatican and keeping

popes safe.

The Swiss Guard's 500
years of service to the church in

See SWISS, page 7
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Strangers in a strange new land

Courtesy Photo

Khadija Mohamad, a refugee from Somalia, looks up from her work in her English as a Second Language class in Charlotte.

Refugee forum in

Charlotte highlights

world crisis

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— hnagine

fleeing the only home you've

ever know, with no idea if

you will ever see it again. Or
walking 15 days and nights

through the desert without food

or water.

Imagine watching as your

husband is shot to death in front

of you. Or living for years in

squalid, unsanitary conditions

in a refugee camp.

Unfortunately for 12

million refugees and 21 million

internally displaced persons

around the world, these aren't

horror stories they've heard,

but their own stories — their

own lives.

Five former refugees

shared their stories of
persecution, fear, hunger —

See REFUGEE, page 5

Holy healing
Walter Reed chaplain who tends to war wounded

finds number growing

CNS PHOTO Bv Bob Roller

Father Patrick Kenny, an Irish-born priest of the Diocese of Auckland, New Zealand,

comforts U.S. Army Sgt. Juan Roldan at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in

Washington April 1 7. Father Kenny, who is a chaplain at Walter Reed, was visiting

the soldier from Paterson, N.J., who lost both his legs in an explosion in Iraq.

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON— Father

Patrick Kenny, like many
priests, finds that the number of

priests able to collaborate with

him in his ministry is shrinking,

and that the flock is growing.

Father Kenny's flock is

at Walter Reed Army Medical

Center in Washington,
which came under national
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scrutiny in late winter after

The Washington Post exposed

severe shortcomings in

outpatient care and myriad red

tape at the 113-acre facility.

The Irish-bom priest, now
72, has been a chaplain at

Walter Reed for 27 years of his

47 years of priestly ministry.

It all started as a way for

See CHAPLAIN, page 9
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In Brief
Current and upcomina topics

from around the world to your

own backyard

RISING FROM THE RUBBLE

CNS PHOTO BY Dave Kaup, Rei/ters

An American flag hangs in the rubble May 6 in Greensburg, Kan., after a devastating tornado ripped

through the area the evening of May 4. The tornado, rated an F5 and the most powerful to hit the U.S.

in eight years, demolished every business on the main street. All the churches, including St. Joseph

Catholic Church, also were destroyed. At least 12 people died, and at least 50 people were injured,

some critically, auttiorities said.

Pastor seeks to console

scattered flock after

devastating tornado
DODGE CITY, Kan. (CNS)— With

his church destroyed by a powerful

tornado and his parishioners "scattered

to the four winds," Father Gregory

LeBlanc, pastor of St. Joseph Church in

Greensburg, spent part ofMay 6 visiting

the displaced in local shelters.

"It was so good to visit with a

number of you Sunday in the shelters,"

Father LeBlanc said in a parish bulletin

posted on the Web site of the Diocese of

Dodge City.

"I am at a loss as we look at what

needs to be done now and what needs to

be done in the fiiture. God bless us and

keep us together even as we are scattered

about," he wrote.

Tim Wenzl, media liaison for the

Dodge City Diocese, said St. Joseph

Church was destroyed in the May 4

tornado, with only a memorial bell and

a statue of St. Joseph left standing in an

exterior niche of a wall.

But all 160 parishioners have been

accounted for and no one was killed, he

added.

Another Catholic church, St. Peter

and Paul in North Ellinwood, lost its

steeple and has a large hole in its roof,

Wenzl said. The church, which was built

in a rural area and predates the Second

Vatican Council, had been closed but

was being maintained as a heritage site,

he added.

Bishop Ronald M. Gilmore of

Dodge City asked for prayers for the

people of Greensburg and other towns

devastated by the May 4 tornado, which

the National Weather Service classified

as an F5 storm, with winds exceeding

200 mph.

"In addition to our prayerful support,

I know that we want to be of whatever

material assistance we can be," the bishop

said in a May 7 statement. "Catholic

Social Service-Catholic Charities for

Southwest Kansas plays a distinctive

role among community resources in

responding to these crises."

Bishop Gilmore asked each parish in

the diocese to hold a special collection or

send funds from its general treasury to

assist in the recovery efforts.

"Even as we are grateful that

all parishioners of St. Joseph Parish,

Greensburg, have been located, we
mourn the loss of those who have died

this past weekend and pray for the rqjose

of their souls and for the comfort of their

loved ones," the bishop said.

At least 12 people died in the tornado.

Greensburg, a town of about 1,500 people,

was about 95 percent destroyed, according

to City Administrator Steve Hewitt.

Father LeBlanc, who also is pastor

of Sacred Heart Church in Pratt and lived

at the Pratt parish, planned to return to

Greensburg sometime May 7, the first

day that people were allowed in to assess

their damages, Wenzl said.

The priest said eight Catholic

schools were prepared to take in any

students displaced by the tornado, with

all fees waived.

Cardinal praises Bush pledge to veto any
attack on pro-life policies

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
head of the U.S. bishops' Committee on

Pro-Life Activities welcomed President

George W Bush's May 3 promise to

"veto any legislation that weakens current

federal policies and laws on abortion."

Cardinal Justin Kigali ofPhiladelphia

also expressed gratitude May 4 for

pledges by 155 members of the House

of Representatives and 34 senators to

uphold any such vetoes.

"These pledges help ensure that

through the rest ofthis administration and

this Congress, Americans need not fear

that the federal govenmient will pursue

new ways to force them to be involved in

govenunent-funded abortions, coercive

population programs abroad or the

destructiajj ofembryonic human beings,"

the cardinal said. "Instead, we should

work together to build respect for human
life at its most defenseless stages, and

to support women and families facing

an unintended pregnancy or caring for

family members challenged by age.

Diocesan
planner

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — The Semi-Annual Rosary

Rally will be held May 20 at 3 p.m. at

St. Patrick Cathedral, 1621 Dilworth Rd.

East. This 33-year-old diocesan tradition will

include recitation of the rosary, a eucharistic

procession and Benediction. For more

information, call Tina at (704) 846-7361.

CHARLOTTE — Father Timothy Reid

will present "Seeking the Heart of God" at

St. Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne

Commons Pkwy., Thursdays, May 24

through June 28, 7-9 p.m. This lecture series

deals with understanding the spirituality

of St. Teresa of Avila and St. John of the

Cross. Each participant will need a copy

of St. Teresa's "Interior Castle." For more

information, please contact Susan Brady at

(704) 541-8362, ext.4.

CHARLOTTE —. St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host a free

Christian Coffeehouse May 27, 7-9 p.m. in

the Banquet Room of the New Life Center.

Single and married adults are invited for an

evening of contemporary Christian music,

food and fellowship. For more information,

or to reserve a table for six or more, call

Kathy Bartlett at (704) 400-2213.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — A free adult faith formation

series, "77je Church and Human Sexuality,

"

illness or disability."

Bush outlined his stand in identical

letters May 3 to Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif , and Senate Majority

Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev. Current law

prohibits federal funding for abortion

except in cases ofrape, incest or where the

life of the mother is endangered.

"Recent legislative practice has

ensured that taxpayer funds do not

underwrite organizations that perform or

promote abortion as a method of family

plarming," the president wrote.

Also protected under U.S. laws or

policies are human embryos and the

conscience rights ofhealth care providers

and entities, and taxpayer funds may
not be used in "coercive or involuntary

family plarming programs," he added.

"I believe it is the most basic duty

of government to guard the iimocent,"

Bush said. "I will veto any legislation

that weakens current federal policies and

laws on abortion, or that encourages the

destruction ofhuman life at any stage."

will meet Tuesdays through May 22, 7:30-

9 p.m., at Queen of the Apostles Church, 503

N. Main St. For more information, call Dennis

Teall-Fleming at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26 or

e-mail teallfleming@yahoo.com.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — All practicing Catholic

women of Irish birth or descent, or who are

the wife of a member of the Ancient Order of

Hibernians are invited to participate in The

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, a social,

cultural and charitable group for an ongoing

series of fim and informative activities. LAOH
will meet May 14 at 7:30 p.m. in the Kloster

Center of St. Pius X Church, 2210 N. Ehn St.

Any questions can be directed to Mary Driscoll

at (336) 785-0693.

GREENSBORO — A Mass and Sacrament

of the Anointing of the Sick will be celebrated

at Our Lady of Grace Church, 2205 West

Market St., May 19 at 1 p.m. Anyone who is

experiencing physical, mental or emotional

afflictions, is of advanced age or is facing

surgery is encouraged and invited to receive this

sacrament. For more information, call Maureen

Cavanaugh at (336) 274-6520 ext 30.

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council

of Catholic Women will host a limcheon May
23 at the Cardinal Country Club begirming

at 11:30 a.m. The program will feature a

performance by the Scottish Country Dancers.

For more information, call Carmen Wood at

(336) 545-9266.

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary

Church, 4145 Johnson St., invites everyone to

attend the Third Annual International Festival,

Qthqlic==--NEW^jiERALD

PUBLISHER: Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis

EDITOR: Kevin E. Murray

STAFF WRITER: Karen A. Evans

GRAPHIC DESIGNER; Tim Faragher

ADVERTISING MANAGER: Cindi Feerick
•

SECRETARY: Deborah Hiles

1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

MAIL: PC. Box 37267, Charlotte, NC 28237

PHONE: (704) 370-3333 FAX: (704) 370-3382

E-MAIL: catholicnews@charlottediocese.org

MAY 11, 2007

VOLUME 16 • NUMBER 29

The Catholic News & Herald, USPC 007-393, is published by

the Roman Catholic Diocese of Chariotte, 1123 South Church

St., Chariotte, NC 28203, 44 times a year, weekly except for

Christmas week and Easter week and every two weeks during

June, July and August for $15 per year for enrollees in parishes

of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Chariotte and $23 per year

for all other subscribers. The Catholic News & Herald reserves

the right to reject or cancel advertising for any reason deemed

appropriate. We do not recommend or guarantee

any product, service or benefit claimed by

our advertisers. Second-class postage paid at

Chariotte NC and other cities. POSTI\MSTER:

Send address corrections to The Catholic

News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Chariotte,

NC 28237.



May 11,2007 The Catholic News & Herald 3

FROM THE VATICAN

Pope says church must continue to reach

out, face vocations crisis

Pope to women religious: To bring hope,

first renew your spirituality

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— While the

church must continue to be a missionary

church reaching out and giving support

to younger churches, it must also face

the widespread crisis of vocations, Pope

Benedict XVI said.

As the church continues its

missionary activities around the w^orld,

"we cannot help but see the difficulties

that emerge today in this field," he said

in a May 5 speech to participants of two
separate missionary conferences.

The Superior Council ofthe Pontifical

Missionary Works and the World Mission

Congress "Fidei Donum" met in Rome
recently to commemorate the 50th

anniversary of Pope Pius XII's encyclical,

'Tidei Donum" ("The Gift of Faith").

The letter highlighted the missionary

needs of Africa and urged established

churches to help yoimger churches with

prayers and funding. It also called on

diocesan priests, religious and laypeople

to help in the missions.

a non-denominational family event with food,

entertainment, music, art, exhibits and games

from around the world. The free event begins at

4 p.m. May 27. For more information, contact

Larry Kwan at hlkwan@lexcominc.net or

(336) 688-1220.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY— St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second

St. NE, is oflfering a weekly Catholic Scripture

Study. Catholic Scripture Study is a program

whose members not only learn the Scriptures,

but come to a deeper imderstanding oftheir faith

in a setting that builds Christian fellowship.

Evening and daytime classes meet at the church,

Wednesdays, 6:45-8:30 p.m., and Thursdays

9:30-11:15 a.m. For more information, call

Ann Miller at (828) 441-2205, or e-mail

stalscss@charter.net.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE — A Support Group for

Parents Who Have Lost a Child of any Age
meets the second Monday of each month at

7 p.m . at St. Therese Church, 2 1 7 Brawley School

Rd. We draw strength from others' experience

of loss and grief For more information, call Joy

at (704) 664-3992.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE — Adult Education Classes

are held the first three Wednesday evenings

of each month beginning at 6:45 p.m. in the

St. John the Evangelist Church Social Hall,

234 Church St. For more information, call

Charies Luce at (828) 648-7369 or e-mail

luce54@aol.com.

FRANKLIN — The Women's Guild of
St. Francis of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St.,

meets the second Monday of each month at

1 p.m. in the Family Life Center. The meetings

feature guest speakers and special events

Pope Benedict thanked all those who
have dedicated themselves to spreading

the Gospel.

Missionary work has helped make
every baptized person feel part of

one church and has led to "reciprocal

enrichment" as cultures and communities

exchange their gifts and talents, he said.

However, some of the difficulties

facing the church today in continuing its

missionary mandate include the declining

numbers and advanced age of "clergy in

the dioceses that once sent missionaries

to faraway regions," the pope said.

"In this context of a widespread

vocations crisis, this certainly represents

a challenge that must be faced," he said.

Nonetheless, without ignoring the

problems, the church must look to the

future with hope and confidence, he said,

"giving a renewed and more authentic

identity to 'Fidei Donum' missionaries"

that responds to a world that is much
different from that of 50 years ago.

periodically. For more information, call

Claire Bamable at (828) 369-1565.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

CLEMMONS — A Charismatic Prayer

Group meets Mondays at 7:15 p.m. in the

eucharistic chapel of Holy Family Church,

4820 Kiimamon Rd. Join us for praise

music, witness, teaching, prayers and

petition. For more details, call Jim Passero at

(336) 998-7503.

CLEMMONS — The Knitting Ministry of

Holy Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon Rd.,

meets Monday evenings, 6:30-8 p.m., to

pray, learn to knit, reflect on life's lessons

and reach out to others in our community.

Opportunities exist for the begimer to the

experienced as we knit and purl Prayer

Shawls, Preemie Blankets or Squares for

Survivors. Please contact Rosemary at

(336) 766-2315 or Carmel (336) 766-0650

for more information.

KERNERSVILLE — Holy Cross Church,

616 S. Cherry St., hosts a Senior Coffee

House the first and third Mondays of each

month, 10 a.m.- 12 p.m., in Salesian Hall in

the Child Development Building. Call the

church office at (336) 996-5109 ext. 12 for

directions or information.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Renewing their own spirituality and

carefiilly studying the needs of others,

women religious will be able to live the

Gospel message and bring hope to the

world. Pope Benedict XVI said.

The pope, meetingMay 7 with almost

800 superiors ofwomen's congregations,

asked the religious to follow the biblical

example of the prophets, who "first listen

and contemplate and then speak, allowing

themselves to be totally permeated by

that love for God, which fears nothing

and is stronger even than death."

The International Union of Superiors

General was holding its plenary meeting

in Rome. The participating superiors

represent ahnost 600,000 sisters working

in 85 countries around the world.

The theme of the plenary was
"Challenged to weave a new spirituality,

which generates hope and life for all."

During the May 6-10 plenary,

the women were to focus specifically

on helping <5ther women, migrants,

safeguarding the earth, working with the

laity and interreligious dialogue.

Pope Benedict told them that prayer

and prophetic action are "the 'threads' with

which the Lord urges you, dear religious,

to weave the fabric of your service to

the church," giving witness to Gospel

values "courageously incarnated in the

contemporary reality, especially where

there is human and spiritual poverty."

Some of the focus areas, he said, are

new for many religious congregations,

and the best way to "travel unexplored

missionary and spiritual paths" is to

maintain a solid grounding in prayer and

contemplation.

An authentic prophet, he said, "does

not worry so much about doing works,

which are undoubtedly important, but not

essential. The prophet tries above all to

be a witness to the love of God, trying to

live it among the realities of the world."

Pope Benedict told the superiors

their first concern must be to help the

members of their congregations to keep

their eyes focused on Christ and to place

themselves at the service of the Gospel.

He also encouraged them to share

their gifts and talents with others —
priests, laypeople and especially families

— "who are committed to the one
mission of the church, which is building

the kingdom of God."

Swing in their step

CNS PHOTO BY Paulo Whitaker, Reuters

Recovering drug addicts rehearse a dance routine that they will present to Pope Benedict XVI during his

visit to the Fazenda da Esperanca (Farm of Hope) drug rehabilitation center in Guaratingueta, Brazil,

May 3. The pope will visit the Franciscan-run center during his May 9-1 3 trip to Brazil.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

May 12— 10:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Philip Church, Statesville

May 12 — 5 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St Elizabeth of the Hill Country Church, Boone

May 13 — 11 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Lucien Church, Spruce Pine

May 14— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Mary Church, Shelby

May 16— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Monroe

May 18 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Peter Church, Charlotte

May 19 — 2 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Mark Church, Huntersville

May 20 — 11 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of Consolation Church, Chariotte

May 21 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. John Neumann Church, Charlotte

May 22— 1:30 p.m.

Building Commission Meeting

Pastoral Center, Charlotte



4 The Catholic News & Herald

AROUND THE DIOCESE
May 11,2007

Honoring stewards

Courtesy Photo

Deacon Mike Stout and parishioners serve pasta at a dinner concluding the stewardship renewal program

at St. Barnabas Church in Arden April 21

.

Dinner recognizes stewardship ministries, people
ARDEN — An Italian dinner was

held for all parishioners of St. Barnabas

Church in Arden April 2 1

.

More than 300 parishioners attended

the dinner, concluding the parish's sixth

annual stewardship renewal program.

The program began in January with

"treasure renewal" forms being sent to

all parishioners in conjunction with each

parishioner's 2006 statement of giving,

which could be used for tax purposes.

The time and talent portions of the

stewardship renewal began in March
with mailings detailing the ministries

available to parishioners. Lay speakers

followed and a ministry fair concluded

this renewal. The time and talent

renewal program spanned a period of

five weeks.

The second annual dinner was
held to recognize all who are a part of

stewardship ministries and was open to

all parishioners.

"The parish enjoys making
stewardship a way of life in their church

and community," said Ken Marino,

stewardship committee chairperson.

Father Dean Cesa and Deacons Art

Kingsley and Mike Stout lead the parish

of 750 families.

Vocations, family explored at

Catholic Family Expo
Conference features speakers, prayer
' BELMONT — Approximately 300

people attended the first Catholic Family

Expo in the Diocese of Charlotte, held

at Belmont Abbey College April 13-

15. The expo, themed "Formation for

Vocations," featured speakers, breakout

talks, exhibitors, Mass and prayer.

"Our faith will bring us happiness as

individuals and as families as we learn,

love and live the vocation God calls us

to," said Tim and Mild Hill, co-presidents

of Catholic Family Expo, in a written

welcome letter to expo participants.

"And this is the vocation we are all

called to — to love God and love our

neighbor," they wrote. "Every vocation

stems from this first and primary vocation

to love."

Catholic Family Expo was founded

1 6 years ago as the National Association

of Catholic Home Educators, but was
broadened to include all Catholic families,

regardless of their educational choices.

According to its Web site, the

organization's mission is the help the

faithful cultivate a personal relationship

with Jesus, instill a sense of social

responsibility and assist parents impart

these goals to their children.

Through the expos held in different

cities, it provides a "comfortable and

affordable setting for people to hear

and experience something new about

life in Christ."

Gregory and Christine Williams,

parishioners of St. James the Greater

Church in Concord, helped organize the

expo at Belmont Abbey College.

"We've gone to conferences
elsewhere, and we felt this area would
welcome and embrace this kind of

conference," said Christine Williams.

Topics at "Formation for

Vocations" included vocations, family

and education.

Among the dozens of speakers were

Father Frank Pavone, national director

of Priests for Life, and Dr. Martha
Shuping, a Winston-Salem-area
psychiatrist, on pro-life issues; Dr.

William Thierfelder, president ofBelmont
Abbey College, on self-esteem; Ray
Guarendi, an author and psychologist, on

being a strong parent and Catholicism;

and Gail Buckley, founder and executive

director of Catholic Scripture Study, on
"Giving God the Reins."

Williams said she hoped participants

felt "refreshed and renewed in their spirit

and able to live out their vocation to

the world."

"The conference was a wonderful

experience," she said.

Another Catholic Family Expo is

scheduled in the Diocese of Charlotte for

June 2008.

On the journey
Woman makes promises to Secular Discalced Carmelite

community

ASHEVILLE — The Secular
Order of Discalced Carmelites recently

advanced one of its members during its-

Lenten Day of Reflection.

Mary Ann Poli made her temporary

promises to the superiors and community
of the Flower of Carmel Community
in Asheville during its Lenten Day of

Reflection in Asheville March 10.

Poli, a parishioner of and youth

minister at St. Barnabas Church inArden,

promised a life of evangelical perfection

in the spirit of the evangelical counsels

of chastity, poverty and obedience and

in the spirit of the beatitudes for the next

three years.

The Secular Order of Discalced

Carmelites is an order of lay people and

diocesan priests who embrace a calling

to strive for Christian perfection in the

world according to the spirit and ideals

of the Order of Discalced Carmelites.

Following in the way of St. Teresa of

Avila and St. John of the Cross, Secular

Carmelites endeavor to make their lives

as grace-filled and fi-uitfiil as possible in

every way for the Catholic Church and
the world.

Poll's temporary promises mark the

midpoint in her journey to becoming a

fiill Secular Carmelite.

The journey began with a six-month

period of visitation with the community
before becoming an aspirant for one year
— she then received a scapular, which is

the ceremonial habit of the secular order.

At the end of three years, she may
be invited by the community to make her

promises permanent.

Discalced Carmelite Father
Anthony Haglof, prior of the Discalced

Carmelite hermitage in Hinton, W.Va.,

and spiritual assistant for Flower of

Carmel Community, celebrated Mass
and officiated at the March 10 temporary

promises ceremony in the home of Jim

and Loretta Potts.

Elizabeth Pantas, the community's

formation director, accepted Poll's

promises on behalf of the community.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the Secular

Order of Discalced Carmelites, visit www.

ocdswashprov.org.

For more information on the Flower of

Canmel Community, call Elizabeth Pantas,

director of formation, at (828) 628-4621 , or

Ella Reid, president, at (828) 667-3903.

Courtesy Photo

Mary Ann Poli (left), a parishioner of St. Barnabas Church in Arden, is pictured with Discaled Carmelite

Father Haglof, spiritual assistant for Flower of Carmel Community, and Elizabeth Pantas, community

president. Poli made temporary promises to the community March 1 0.

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 1 8 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals ^

- Full-time wellness director

- Mondi-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 i^BBQTSWOCO
at Irving Park

T/ye onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Refugee forum in Charlotte

highlights world crisis

Photo by Karen A. Evans

David Thon, a refugee from Sudan, answers questions during "Refugees Among Us: The New Americans"

at the Levine Jewish Community Center in Charlotte May 6 as Woe Hwing Y from Vietnam and Khadija

Muya from Somalia look on. The forum, co-hosted by Catholic Social Services' Refugee Resettlement

Office, offered refugees an opportunity to share their stories and shed light on the plight of the world's

33 million refugees and internally displaced persons.

5 simple ways you can help refugees
LEARN: Educate yourself and others on tfie

human rights situations that cause people

to flee, and learn about critical assistance

programs that sustain displaced populations

and help them to rebuild their communities.

Visit Refugees International at www.refintl.org.

ADVOCATE: Write your elected official or a

letter to the editor and let them know that you

1) support legislation to help the uprooted,

and 2) oppose efforts to treat refugees as

tefforists.

Visit United States Conference of Catholic

Bishops at www.usccb.org/mrs

VOLUNTEER: l^entor or tutor a newly arrived

refugee.

Visit Catholic Social Services of the Diocese

of Charlotte at www.cssnc.org or call (704)

370-3283.

DONATE: Give money to an international

agency that provides aid to refijgees.

Visit: www.refintl.org.

GIVE: Household goods and job opportunities

to a local agency helping reftigees to start new

lives in the U.S.

Visit www.cssnc.org or call (704) 370-3283.

Courtesy Photo

Halima Mnongerwa holds her son Mohamud

Abdalla as she tries blowing a bubble-gum

bubble during a break from her English as a

Second Language class. Mnongerwa, a native

of Somalia, was assisted by Catholic Social

Services' Refugee Resettlement Office when

she resettled in Charlotte,

Q&A
What is the difference between an immigrant and a refugee?

An immigrant is a foreign-bom individual who voluntarily leaves his/her country of origin and

has been admitted to reside pennanently in the U.S. as a Lawful Permanent Resident.

According to the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, a refugee is a person

who "owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality,

membership in a particular social group, or political opinion, is outside the country of his

nationality, and is unable to or, owing to such fear, unwilling to avail himself of the protection

of that country."

The key difference then, is that an immigrant chooses to leave his/her country of origin. A
refugee, on the other hand, is compelled to seek asylum in another country.

How many uprooted people are there throughout the world?

According to recent estimates from the U.S. Committee for Refugees, there are 12 million

refugees and asylum seekers throughout the world, and 21 million internally displaced persons

in need of protection and assistance. In 2005, more than 3 million people were uprooted from

their homes and or/countries.

How many refugees does the U.S. accept for resettlement each year?

In 2005, there were 53,813 refugees admitted to the U.S. for resettlement. The yearly cap

was 70,000 for 2006 and is set by the president in consultation with Congress and the State

Department.

How many refugees have been resettled in Charlotte?

Since 1975, Catholic Social Services has resettled 9,500 refugees in the Charlotte metro area.

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society North Carolina has resettled an additional 1,000 people. In

2006, CSS resettled 331 refugees from Vietnam, Cambodia, the former Soviet Union, Sudan,

Liberia, Cuba, Somalia, Iran and Congo. HIAS-N.C. resettled Hmong and Meskhetian Turks,

in addition to the above nationalities.

REFUGEE, from page 1

and ultimately, hope and gratitude —
during "Refugees Among Us: The New
Americans" presented by Catholic Social

Services' Refugee Resettlement Office at

the Levine Jewish Community Center in

Charlotte May 6.

Hosted by the Diocese of Charlotte's

Refugee Resettlement Office of Catholic

Social Services in collaboration with the

Levine Jewish Community Center (JCC),

the program highlighted the plight of

refugees in their own words.

Various organizations, including the

diocesan Office of Justice and Peace of

CSS, Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society,

Forest Hill Church's Sacks of Hope and

Crisis Assistance Ministries were also on

hand to offer information and opportunities

for advocates, donors and volunteers.

The panelists, all ofwhom have been

in the United States less than 10 years,

represented Ukraine, Somalia, Vietnam,

Liberia and Sudan.

Hawa Massaquoi, a Christian native

ofBambo, Liberia, told the 160 audience

members how she awoke in 1990 to the

sounds of people shouting in the streets.

"Everyone was ordered out of their

houses by soldiers — they said 'get

out, or we will burn your houses,'"

Massaquoi said.

A bloody civil war had erupted in

Liberia in December 1989, escalating

with the assassination of President

Samuel Doe Sept. 10, 1990.

Massaquoi's husband was killed by

soldiers while she stood by helplessly.

"Our country was quite good until

this nightmare war came," she said. "It

tore our country to pieces."

Massaquoi and her children fled

Liberia, and she spent the next 16 years

in refugee camps in Ivory Coast and

Ghana. On Dec. 5, 2006, she was able

to join her daughter in Charlotte, but her

four other children, between 19 and 33

years of age, remain in a refugee camp
in Ghana.

She desperately wants her children

to come to the United States, but the

program which allowed her to immigrate

closed before her children and two
grandchildren could be approved for

refugee status.

Massaquoi hasn't been able to find

a job yet. Her daughter, Yatta Wuor, is

supporting her mother and her family

members in Ghana. The Ghanaian
government does not permit refugees to

hold jobs, and camp residents must still

pay for rent, utilities, water, food and

other necessities.

"These are stories we hear everyday

in our office," said Cira Ponce, director

of the diocesan Refugee Resettlement

Office. "There are so many refugees all

over the world who need our help and

our prayers."

New hope in a new home

Only 16 of the 192 United Nations

member states currently accept refugees.

In 2005, there were 53,813 refugees

"There are so many
refugees ... who need

our help and our

prayers."
— Cira Ponce

admitted to the United States for

resettlement.

Each year, the diocesan Refugee

Resettlement Office helps about 350

refugees adjust to their new lives in the

United States.

Refugees, most of whom speak no

English when they arrive, are met at the

airport by a case manager and provided

with a furnished apartment and a week's

worth of "culturally appropriate" food,

said Mary Jane Bruton, community
relations coordinator for the Refugee

Resettlement Office.

The refugees take intensive English

as a Second Language classes and,

once their English is satisfactory, the

refugee office provides employment
services, matching them with potential

employers.

"What refugees need most are

employers willing to hire them and

volunteers to serve as mentors or

'American friends,'" Bruton said.

"Refugees make good, dependable

employees," she said. "They have a high

work ethic, are conscientious and loyal.

They really want to work."

Refugees are often employed in

the areas of woodworking, warehouse

distribution and 10 key data entry,

Bruton said.

The idea for the refugee forum
came after CSS and JCC co-sponsored

a screening of the documentary "Lost

Boys of Sudan" in January to a standing-

room-only audience of more than 400

people at the Levine Jewish Community
Center in Charlotte.

"We had lots of interest in refugees

— how they get here, what their lives are

like, and so on," Bruton said. "People

really wanted to help, and CSS wanted to

provide an opportunity for that."

Most refugees prefer to return home
as soon as circumstances permit, generally

when a conflict has ended, a degree of

stability has been restored and basic

infrastructure is being rebuilt, according

to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees. In reality,

few have the opportunity to do so. The

majority find new hope and new lives in

the United States.

Massaquoi nevertheless continues

to hope.

"I would like to go back and rebuild

my country," she said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the diocesan

Refugee Resettlement Office of Catholic

Social Services, call (704) 370-3283 or

visit www.cssnc.org.
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Remembering loved ones

Courtesy Photo

Sixty people enjoy the inaugural Widows and Widowers Dinner at St. Paul the Apostle Church in

Greensboro March 29. The full-menu dinner, hosted and served by Knights of Columbus Council 1 3236

in Greensboro, was to honor the wives of deceased knights as well as surviving spouses at St. Paul the

Apostle Church.

Knights collect funds for

mentally challenged
BURNSVILLE — Knights of

Columbus Council 12233 recently raised

$7,525 and donated $5,832 to agencies

working with the mentally challenged in

Yancey, Madison and Mitchell counties.

Members of the council come from

three small Catholic churches in western

North Carolina: Sacred Heart Mission in

Bumsville, St. Lucien Church in Spruce

Pine and St. Andrew Church in Mars Hill.

The funds were distributed

locally, proportionately based upon the

collections received at the sites where

members from the specific agencies

assisted with collections. In Yancey
County, Mt. Opportunity received $1,192

and Residential House received $1,917.

Mt. Opportunity in Madison County

received $1,001 and $1,721 in Mitchell

County. The remaining funds were
donated to the North Carolina state

Knights office for statewide assistance

for activities for the mentally challenged,

especially Special Olympics.

According to Grand Knight Joe

Ference, the funds were raised through

Operation LAMB collections. LAMB
(Least Among My Brethren) is taken

from the Gospel of Matthew 25:40:

"Whatever you did for one of these least

brothers of mine, you did for me."

Knights of Columbus councils

conduct this program throughout the

United States to help the mentally

challenged. Contributions were collected

during the annual "Tootsie Roll

Campaign" held on alternating weekend
August through December.

"We couldn't begin something of this

nature without the support of the area's

citizens," said Harry Hamelink, campaign

director. "We are grateful to all who
helped make this event so successful."

There are more than 12,100
Knights of Columbus in North Carolina.

Organized into councils, their charitable

efforts stretch from Franklin in the west

to kill devil hills in the east. According

to 2004 statistics, the Operation LAMB

CouRTBY Photo

Grand Knight Joe Ference (center) presents a

check to Vicky Pressly in Madison County. Ference

and other members of Knights of Columbus

Council 12233 raised more than $7,500 for Mt.

Opportunity and the North Carolina state's Knights

office through Operation LAMB. Also pictured are

Knight Jim Halula, Elaine English, Knight Vincent

Salomone, Knight Harry Hamelink (back) and

Knight Larry Thompson.

program of North Carolina has raised

more than $13 million since its inception

in 1973. Since donations cover basic

overhead costs, every permy raised from

the tootsie roll campaign goes directly to

this special cause.

Caring for Charlotte Areo Catholic

Fomilies in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

For faithful service

Courtesy Photo

Dr. Cris Villapando, director of faith formation programs for the Diocese of Charlotte, presents a certificate

of appreciation from Bishop Peter J. Jugis to Gertrude Kim for her 26 years of service as a volunteer

parish catechetical leader, catechist, translator and pastoral liaison at St. John Lee Korean Church in

Charlotte May 6.

ATTENTION READERS!

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?
Do you have a story to share with The Catholic Hem & Herald? Do you know of people who

are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us.

Contact Staff Writer Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

COMEJOINUSFOR
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Saturdayy June 2 6:30 - 10:30 pm
BLACK JACK > POKER St. Ann's Catholic Church
ROULETTE - MUSIC 3635 Park Road, Charlotte
LIGHT SNACKS - DJ (corner of Hillside Avenue)

Tickets $5

- available at door

(704) 523-4641

$10 for 20 Chi
for 50 Chi
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Pope thanks Swiss Guards

for dedicated, loyal service

SWISS, from page 1

Rome reflects "a long history of loyalty

and generous service always offered

with dedication, at times to the point of

heroically sacrificing one's life," he said.

The pope's comments came May
5 during a special audience with Swiss

Guards and 38 new recruits.

New soldiers are sworn in during a

ceremony at the Vatican every May 6 to

commemorate the day 1 50 Swiss Guards

died saving Pope Clement VII's life

during the sack ofRome May 6, 1527.

Each recruittookan oath to "faithfiiUy,

loyally and honorably" serve the pope

with all his strength and to sacrifice his

life, ifnecessary, to defend the pontiff.

To serve in the Swiss Guard, soldiers

must be male Swiss citizens, CathoUc and

at least 5 feet 8 inches tall. They must have

an impeccable reputation, be under age 30,

unmarried when they begin their service

and have served in the Swiss Army.

It was in June 1505 when Pope Julius

n first wrote to the Swiss confederation,

asking for a contingent of Swiss soldiers

who would protect the pope and his

palace. The first 1 50 Swiss soldiers arrived

Jan. 22, 1506, at the gates ofRome.
In 2006, half a millenniimi since the

Swiss Guard's arrival, a contingent of

former guards took part in a 439-miles

CNS PHOTO BY Max Rossi, Reuters

trek fi-om Switzerland to Rome to pay

tribute to the first 1 50 soldiers to answer

Pope Julius' call.

Pope Benedict said May 5 that the

guards' dedication has "rightly earned

them the esteem and trust of all pontiffs"

who have always been able to count on

their "help, support, and protection."

"Thank you, dear fiiends, for your

quiet, but efficient presence next to the

figure of the pope; thank you for your

professionalism and also for the love

with which you carry out your mission,"

he said.

He told the guards to remember
that in addition to being "exemplary

soldiers" they are also called to be "good

Christians."

"The Lord is calling you to holiness,"

he said, and wged them to live a life of

simplicity, solidarity and prayer.

Come and join us for a Spiritual Retreat!

"Be Not Afraid"
Accepting God's Love,

Healing, Forgiveness anJ. Blessings

July 13-15

St. Jokn Neumann Ckurcli, Cliarlotte

www.4sjnc.org
Speakers

Ned Dougkerty - autkor of Tke Fast Lane to Heaven, a celestial encounter tkat

ckanged kis life (www.fastlanetokeaven.com)

Rev. Russell Ortega, OSA - pastor of St. Jokn Neumann and retreat spiritual

director

Rev. Deo^ratis Rwegasira, A.J. - St. Bernard Ckurck, Easton, Pa; Missionary of

Soutk Africa

Dr. Cris Villapando — Diocesan Director of Faitk Formation Program; instructor

of moral tkeology for lay ministry programs

Darcy M. Takotako, MD — Catkolic lay minister for apologetics; professor of

opktkalmology; servant of tke JLord

Bill MiUi^an — pariskioner of St. Jokn Neumann; kuskand, fatker, grandfatker,

soldier, teacker, coack, lay minister and tusinessman

Ferdinand Roccanti — Catkolic lay evangelist; poor, unaLle to read, Lecomes a

millionaire, gives it all away; kas douLle vision and becomes a spiritual artist

Flory Ackon^ - orpkaned on streets of Costa Rica, now klessed witk spiritual gifts

Cost for all 3 days: $35 (snacks daily, Sat. nigkt dinner)

Registration deadline: June 15

Info: Stepkanie Alder: 704-365-2209 or Betk Maiming: 704-365-6601

Pope wants to reinforce Christian

values, counter threats

BRAZIL, from page 1

welcoming ceremony outside Sao Paulo,

where his plane touched down after a 12-

hour flight from Rome.
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula

da Silva greeted the pope warmly as he

descended from the aircraft.

In their brief remarks at the airport,

the pontiff and the Brazilian president

highlighted the importance of family,

the challenges facing young people, and

the Catholic Church's contribution to

social programs in Latin America's most

Catholic and most populous country.

Da Silva told the pope that the

country needs spiritual and moral

leadership "to face the challenges of this

new millermium."

Saying that "the presence of the

Catholic Church has been fiuidamental

in Brazil, contributing to the country's

spiritual,moralandsocial life,"thepresident

mentioned the church's collaboration in

social efforts, especially the government's

program to fight hunger.

Noting that his administration has

"paid special attention to our youth,

especially those who are poorest and

most in need," da Silva said it was
important to ensure the country's yoimg
people "a future that is dignified in every

material and spiritual dimension."

The pope said he had come with

an essentially religious message that

reflected the goals of the Fifth General

Conference of the Bishops of Latin

America and the Caribbean, which he

was to open May 13.

The pope said he expected the

conference to strengthen the

subcontinent's Christian identity

"through the promotion of respect for

life from the moment of conception until

natural death as an integral requirement

ofhuman nature."

"It will also make the promotion of

the human person the axis of solidarity,

especially for the poor and abandoned,"

he said.

The pope emphasized that the

majority Catholic populations of

Latin America must make a particular

contribution for the common good if the

region is to solve its problems and build

a future of peace and hope.

That means strengthening the family

as "the basic cell of society" and

promoting the values present in every

level of society, especially among the

indigenous peoples, he said.

The pope's reference to the unborn

was significant in Brazil, where there

has been increasingly political pressure

to make abortion legal. Officials say

clandestine abortions are practiced

widely in the country.

On the plane carrying the pope, his

entourage and about 70 journalists, the pope

spoke warmly about Brazil and said he

was happy to retum to Latin America, where

he had visited several times as a cardinal.

Answering reporters' questions,

he said that while he was aware of the

immense social and economic problems

in the region, he also was acquainted

with the rich qualities of the people.

After greeting the Brazilian

cardinals. Pope Benedict boarded
a helicopter for the short flight to

the Campo de Marte Airport where

he received a key to the city before

boarding the popemobile for the trip to

St. Benedict Monastery, where he was to

spend the night.

Spending two and a half days in

Sao Paulo, the pope was to meet with

the Brazilian president in Bandeirantes

Palace as well as with representatives

of other Christian churches and other

religions in St. Benedict Monastery.

He was to meet with young people

in Paulo Machado de Carvalho stadium

before canonizing a Brazilian Franciscan,

Blessed Antonio Galvao, during his May
9-13 visit.

Then he moves to the Basilica

of the National Shrine of Our Lady
Aparecida, where he will inaugurate

the bishops' conference, celebrating

Mass and delivering a major speech to

participants of the May 13-31 meeting.

The trip turns a spotlight on Latin

America, a geographical area that has

had little attention from this pope to

date, but where 43 percent of the world's

Catholics live.

It also broadens the horizons of

the pope's two-year pontificate, taking

him outside Europe, where four of his

previous five trips have occurred.

Contributing to this story was
Barbara J. Eraser in Sao Paulo.

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES
1st Holy Communion Celebrations

Let us help you with gifts and holy reminders for your loved ones as we all celebrate their

continued growth in our faith.

Come visf our Cornelius store or our upcoming scheduled parish wsit

St Matttiew School - May 11-1 8 - 7:304pm weekdays

(If you'd like us to bring our store to your parish, please call for Information.)

We apologize for any mconvenience you may experience with the dosing of our Monroe Ro^
store. Please call our Cornelius location and we will make every effort to provide all of yoir

religbus gift needs. Our new Charlotte location wi be unveSed very soon and vie believe youl

be pleased vi/ith the convenience and location.

God Wess you during our celebration of this holiest of Holy Seasons.

704r655-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

w/est off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodw/ill)

maryimmaculata.com

NEW CHARLOHE STORE

LOCATION to be announced very

soon! Watch this space as we unveil

our new location.
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The wounded warriors
lED wounds account for large share of Walter Reed

patients injuries

"I don't remember
much. I think 111 be"

here for a while."

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Editor 's Note: This article contains

descriptions ofwar wounds.

WASHINGTON—Alongwithall the
other miUtary jargon and abbreviations,

a relatively new term keeps bubbling

up to the surface at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center, as well as in popular

parlance: lED.

It's short for improvised explosive

device. lEDs account for a large share

of the wounds sustained by U.S. soldiers

in Iraq — and for a large share of the

patients at Walter Reed, many of whom
have lost limbs because of the devices.

The patient information sheets at

Walter Reed aren't always accurate, but

they include identification of patients by

religion. Father Patrick Kenny, the only

full-time Catholic chaplain at Walter

Reed, uses them to greet, comfort and

bless the Catholic patients there.

Sgt. Juan Roldan was with his

infantry unit when one of the devices

exploded. The injuries he sustained

required that both his legs be amputated

-above the knee.

"I don't remember much," Roldan

said sofi:ly as his mother stayed by the

foot of his bed. "I think I'll be here for

a while."

"He'll be walking — soon,"

Father Kenny said, providing positive

reinforcement to Roldan after extending

a blessing to the soldier.

Spc. Vincent Ramirez was sitting

in a hospital corridor in his wheelchair

when Father Kenny spied him and gave

him a blessing. Ramirez was awaiting

therapy; he had lost one leg to an lED.

Pvt. Adrian Garcia ofEl Paso, Texas,

was with his parents in his hospital room
when the priest dropped in. Garcia lost

both legs above the knees because of an

lED. Father Kenny murmured a blessing

to both Garcia and his parents.

Spc. Chastie Matthews of
Dycusburg, Ky., too, is a victim of one

of the devices. When he spoke with a

Catholic News Service reporter in mid-

April, he had been at Walter Reed for

three weeks. How much longer would he

stay before he could go back home?
"Nine months, it may be," he

replied.

He and other soldiers fi-om his unit

were in a jeep when they hit an lED.

"I'd seen the wire and we really

didn't know how to avoid it," Matthews

recalled.

The other soldiers in the jeep were

also injured — one, Matthews said, had

bums over 38 percent of his body— but

"I got the worst of it."

Matthews, too, lost both his legs.

Spc. Ulises Lopez of Phoenix was
in relatively better shape. He got his

injuries from armor-piercing munitions,

but he lost no limbs, and was slated to

stay at Walter Reed only a few days.

His two sisters, Elvira and Adelina,

flew in from Phoenix to stay with him
until he was released.

Spc. Jesus Bustamante of Tucson,

Ariz., was hit by a sniper. While the

— Sgt. Juan Roldan

bullet eventually lodged in his hip, it did

extensive internal damage before it found

its resting place. Father Kenny consoled

him before giving him a blessing.

"He's a great man, a great man. He's

come a long way," the priest said.

"I've got a long way to go still,"

Bustamante interjected.

The care ofmany

Despite Walter Reed's slogan, "We
Provide Warrior Care" — which is

prominently displayed at the main
hospital entrance and throughout the

complex — not every patient at Walter

Reed is a casualty of war.

The hospital also treats active-duty

personnel with maladies that afflict them

as they would civilians, the children

of active-duty military personnel, and

retirees from the armed forces.

Col. Chuck Callahan, Walter Reed's

deputy commander, was waiting for

surgery when Father Kenny stopped

in, accompanied by a reporter

and a photographer from Catholic

News Service.

"Can I tell them of the time you

almost stabbed me?" Callahan asked the

priest with a laugh. "He fried to shake my
hand while a pen was still in it."

In the pediatrics ward, 5-month-old

Laura McCoyd, whose parents both

served in the Marines, was ready to

check out after having gotten over some
breathing difficulties. Dad Kevin and

mom Janet McCoyd had the books "Our

Daily Bread' and "The Children's Living

Bible" on a table at Laura's bedside.

The infant slept through Father

Kenny's blessing.

Endless hope

Then there was 23-year-old Pfc.

Casimir Werda of the Detroit suburb

of Novi, Mich., who was blinded in a

March 14 attack while serving in Iraq.

His mother, Flo, was at his side while

he sat in a chair, strumming the lyrics to

Lynyrd Skynyrd's "Simple Man" on a

guitar that was autographed for him by

Fleetwood Mac chanteuse Stevie Nicks.

Werda is working on improving his

guitar-playing skills while the Walter

Reed medical staff is working to improve

his health.

"Maybe someday he'll get his

eyesight back," Father Kenny said.

"That's what we're hoping," Flo

Werda replied.

And these were just Father Kenny's

morning rounds prior to his noontime

weekday Mass, with an improvised

invocation for a critical care nurse

sandwiched in between.

The priest still had many more
people to see as part of his typical 12-

hour workday.

CNS PHOTO BY Bob Roller

Father Patrick Kenny greets U.S. Army Spc. Vincent Ramirez during his daily rounds as chaplain at Walter

Reed Army Medical Center in Washington April 1 7. Father Kenny stopped to visit with Ramirez who was

awaiting therapy; he had lost a leg in an explosion while serving in Iraq.

135,000 people will read
these words this week!

I Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too!

^^.tllOliG
Call (704) 370-3332 now!

WALK WHERE JESUS WALKED ON A ^
IIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMAGE TO 1

MHOLYLAND
November 6- 15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation and Pastor, St Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic faith

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily Mass at many of the

historical sites of our faith.

Highlights include:

- Tit)erias, Mt Caimel, Sea of Galilee area

- Mt Tatjor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' twyhood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jondan

- Jerusalem area: Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane,

Via Dolorosa, Lord's Tomb at Churcti of tfie Hdy Sepulchre,

Mount Zbn, Upper Room, Dormilion Abt)ey, Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,399 (before July 29) fiom Charlotte includes airfare, most meals,

first class hotels and all tours. Aiipon taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.
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Walter Reed chaplain

who tends war wounded
sees numbers growing

"It's quite a

challenge,"

CHAPLAIN, from page 1

him to make a little money while he was

in Washington pursuing studies at The

Catholic University ofAmerica.

Father Kenny had mainly served

in parish and university ministry for

20 years as a priest of the Diocese of

Auckland, New Zealand, which had
given him the OK to go to the United

States for further education.

But New Zealand's immigration

laws, according to Father Kenny, stated

that upon returning to the country after

getting this extra education, he could

stay in New Zealand only two more
years. So he asked permission to remain

in the United States, and Father Kenny's

bishop agreed.

Back then, the priest said, there were

six or seven priests in the Walter Reed
chaplaincy. These days, he is the only

full-time priest at the hospital, which has

seen a sharp uptick in patients because of

the number of active military persormel

wounded in the Iraq War.

Father Keimy rents a small apartment

about two blocks east ofWalter Reed. But

more often than not, he sleeps overnight

in the Catholic chaplain's office inside

Walter Reed's inpatient facility.

Ongoing challenges

Affable would be too mild a word
to describe Father Kenny, who awakes

at 5 a.m. most mornings to begin

what is typically a 12-hour day — at

least — visiting patients, talking with

Walter Reed staff, celebrating Mass,

administering the sacraments and giving

a blessing to anybody who asks for one.

He's on his feet a lot— "today I'm

wearing Nikes," Father Kenny told a

Catholic News Service reporter as he

waited for an elevator to take him to

another ward inside the hospital.

But a frown never creased his face

as he shuffled along the corridors making
his rounds.

After 27 years there. Father Kenny
has outlasted the tenure of the military

— Father Patrick Kenny

commanders who run Walter Reed, and

many of its workers as well.

When President George W. Bush
signed a bill two years ago implementing

the recommendations of the federal Base

Realignment and Closing commission
— which had recommended that Walter

Reed be closed — many workers left

well before the facility's scheduled

closure in 2011.

The recent headlines over patient

care and living conditions brought

higher tensions, and lower morale, to

Walter Reed. While some in Washington

have argued to keep it open, others are

clamoring for the hospital to be closed

ahead of schedule, contending that the

dysfunction that exists is beyond repair.

There are also the weekly protests

and counterprotests every Friday night.

The original protesters, an anti-war

group, are now dwarfed by a larger

assemblage supporting U.S. war policy

in Iraq; their members occupy all four

comers of the intersection at Walter

Reed's main entrance, while the anti-

war group now congregates at a small

recessed area a half-block south.

If Father Kenny comes close to

feeling dismay about anything, it's with

the influx of patients to Walter Reed.

"It's quite a challenge," he said.

Restless spirit

Father Kenny's not a military

chaplain. He wears his black clerical

suit with white collar tab, while Walter

Reed's other chaplains wear a green

camouflage uniform with a cross on the

right arm to signify their chaplain status.

"It helps sometimes" to not have

military status. Father Kenny confided.

"I can speak freely, speak my mind"
to the military personnel stationed

at Walter Reed.

docPod
dfocese of charlotte podcast

L J

It's news and
inspiration about
the Diocese of Charlotte

Subscribe today
— it's FREE!
Check it out at

^harlotteDiocese.(

CNS PHOTOS BY Bob Roller

Above: Father Patrick Kenny greets Kevin and Janet McCoyd in tlie pediatrics ward of Walter Reed Army

Medical Center in Washington April 1 7. Father Kenny stopped in to check on the former U.S. Marine's

5-month-old daughter, Laura, who was having breathing difficulties. Below: Father Kenny is greeted by

nursing assistant Colleen Cozine April 1 7 at Walter Reed.

"I suppose if I were a military

chaplain, I'd have to mind protocol and

rank," he said.

Even if he had ever wanted to be a

military chaplain, he couldn't. He's still

an Irish citizen.

"I never dreamed I'd be staying this

long," he said.

Two days after Father Kenny led a

CNS reporter and photographer on his

rounds, he flew to his native Ireland for

a month to visit one of his three sisters.

It was, he said, his first vacation in three

years. The priest is from Maynooth in

County Kildare.

But he'll be back once his vacation

is over. He may move more slowly now
than he did when he first took up his

ministry at Walter Reed, but he has no

plans of stopping.

"I haven't been sick a day in my
life," Father Kenny said.

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 MonroeM Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2ima
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Ovraed
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Pilgrimages to

EWTN
and Shrine of

the Most Blessed Sacrament

June 19-21
with Fr. John Starczewski of

Our Lady of Grace Church
Greensboro

AND

July 31-Aug 2
with Fr. James Stuhrenberg of

St. Mark Church
Huntersville

Pick ups: Winston-Salem, Greensboro,

Charlotte, Huntersville

Call Patti Dameron
(336)413-8127

(These are privately-sponsored trips,

not ctffiliated with the Diocese of

Charlotte.)

1
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Bishops study draft of guide for high

school religious curriculum

BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON—TheU.S. bishops

are studying a draft curriculum guide for

Catholic high school religion courses

across the country.

Prepared by the Committee on
Catechesis of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops, the draft sets the

framework for six core semesters, plus

five elective courses, from which schools

may choose two — preferably in the

senior year or one each in the junior and

senior years.

Thecurriculumframework,developed
at the request ofpublishers of catechetical

materials, is intended as a guide for

those publishers and for diocesan offices

and Catholic high schools to help them
develop their own curriculum guidelines

and evaluate religion textbooks for use in

their schools.

"It is planned that this curriculum

framework will also be adapted to shape

catechetical instruction for high school

age young people in parish religious

education and youth ministry programs,"

said Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl of

Washington, chairman of the Committee
on Catechesis.

He added, however, thattiie committee

recognizes that "not all the points in

the curriculum framework can be fially

developed" in texts and materials for such

out-of-school catechetical programs.

The bishops have been asked to

study the draft and submit comments
and suggestions for revision by July 1

so that a revised draft can be prepared

for final consideration and a vote when
the bishops hold their general meeting in

Baltimore this November.

Archbishop Wuerl invitedthe bishops

to involve members of their diocesan

staffs, school administrators and teachers

in the consultation if they wish to do so.

But each diocese should collate such

responses into a single submission back

to the committee, he said.

"I'm very pleased this guide will be

presented to the bishops in November,"

said Father James Hawker, vicar for

education in the Diocese of Charlotte.

"There's no question that it will

be extremely helpful to publishers and

dioceses, and be very valuable for all

responsible for fashioning and forming

curricula that are reflective of church

teaching," he said.

A challenge faced by religion

teachers, said Father Hawker, is how to

present the content.

The right blend of method and
content is needed "get the content across

in a way that is palatable while at the same
time being accurate and a total reflection

ofthe church," said Father Hawker.

According to the framework, the

first semester of the core curriculum

should treat the revelation of Jesus

Christ in Scripture, giving students an

infroductory imderstanding of the Bible

and its meaning for Christians, with

special emphasis on the Gospels.

The curriculum's second semester

is about Jesus Christ, Son of God. The
third, on Jesus' mission in the world,

focuses on the paschal mystery of

Christ's suffering, death and resurrection

for the redemption of humanity.

The fourth semester is about
the church and the fifth is about the

sacraments as privileged encounters with

Christ. The sixth, about life in Christ,

covers topics such as vocation, sin,

virtue, grace and the commandments.
The elective courses in the draft

frameworkcurriculumaretitled"Scripture,"

"History of the Cathohc Church," "Living

as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in Society,"

"Living the Call ofJesus" and "Ecumenical

and Interfaith Issues." Within each semester

the framework presents an outline of

topics to be covered, citing Scripture

and Catechism of the Catholic Church

references where relevant.

The introduction to the curriculum

framework says it is "strongly
recommended" that publishers and school

and catechetical programs follow the

framework's sequence of core semesters

because it "reflects a systematic point

of view in which each course builds

on a foundation laid by those which
precede it."

Some national uniformity in

sequence is also desirable because of the

mobility of society, it says.

Contributing to this article was
Editor Kevin E. Murray.

Attention: Homeowners... Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you watting alt day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste tinf»e waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3wayplumbinu.com Proud member of St. James Church

i
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MAY 20, 2007

May 20, Seventh Sunday

of Easter

Cycle C Readings:

1) Acts 7:55-60

Psalm 97:1-2, 6-7,9

2) Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20
- 3) Gospel: John 17:20-26

Greatest

anticipation is

that of God's gifts

to us

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

One golden Saturday morning it was
my lot to monitor a film crew's use ofour

parish office space. While I waited for the

crew's arrival, I stared at the beautiful

moming unfolding outside in the parking

lot and in a grassy area nearby.

With the arrival of each car I

wondered, "Is this part of the crew?" Car

after car indeed was filled with a "crew."

However, these people were not the crew
I was anticipating.

Out of each vehicle spilled children

with one or both parents and an occasional

grandparent. Today was the long-awaited

First Eucharist Preparation Day. I soon

became the unofficial greeter.

One yoimg person informed me that

the next Saturday, when he would receive

the Eucharist for the first time, would be

"the best day of all."

Nearly every child brought a gift to

the event. When I asked about them,

was proudly told that the bags were fiill oi

toiletry items forpeople who were sick. The
spirit ofanticipation andjoy that seemed to

animate each group was contagious.

Members of the camera crew begac

to arrive. During introductions someone
asked, "Are you always this happy
when you have to work on a Saturday

moming?"
"I had some help this moming!"

replied.

The gorgeous day, the children and

their families, meeting the film crew,

watching their creativity and attending

Saturday evening Mass all became a part

of a gift called Saturday.

Most of us would agree that one ol

God's great gifts to humanity is Scripture

In fact, some passages or books in the

Bible seem to literally knock us over with

a great, "Aha!"

John's Gospel is one of those books

The entire 17th chapter is a prayei

of Jesus.

Today's Gospel comes from the

closing verses of Chapter 17. When r

this prayer is ended Jesus will go to the'

garden, but not before he has included in

his prayer those who are yet to come.

Questions:

Whenhaveyouprayed in anticipation

of an event yet to happen or an unknown
person to enter your life? How has this

affected the way this event or person;

becomes a gift to you?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 13-19

Sunday (Sixth Sunday of Easter), Acts 15:1-2, 22-29, Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23, John

14:23-29; Monday (St. Matthias), Acts 1:15-17, 20-26, John 15:9-17; Tuesday (St. Isidore),

Acts 16:22-34, John 16:5-11; Wednesday, Acts 17:15, 22-18:1, John 16:12-15; Thursday

(Ascension Thursday), Acts 1:1-11, Ephesians 1:17-23, Luke 24:46-53; Friday (St. John I),

Acts 18:9-18, John 16:20-23; Saturday, Acts 18:23-28, John 16:23-28.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 20-26

Sunday (Seventh Sunday of Easter), Acts 7:55-60, Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20, John

17:20-26; Monday, Acts 19:1-8, John 16:29-33; Tuesday (St. Rita of Cascia), Acts 20:17-27,

John 17:1-11
;
Wednesday, Acts 20:28-38, John 17:11-19; Thursday, Acts 22:30; 23:6-11 , John

17:20-26; Friday (St. Gregory Vil, St. Bede, St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi), Acts 25:13-21,

John 21:15-19; Saturday (St. Philip Neri), Acts 28:16-20, 30-31, John 21:20-25.

Mary ' s Garden
Traditional Catholic Books & Gifts

We're a small store with a large inventory - over 6,000 items in stock.

Our First Communion & Confirmation items include:
1^' Communion Sets and Mass Books in English & Spanish

1 1 Styles of Veils for Girls plus purses, Rosary Bracelets, & more
Boys' Ties in White, Navy, Red, & Black

Cards, Invitations, Bibles, Crosses, Crucifixes, Candles, & more

Gifts for Baptisms, Weddings, Anniversaries, Graduations, Memorials, etc.

Phone: 704 823 7244

Location:

3816 S. New Hope Rd
Suite 27
Gastonia, NC 28056

Toil Free: 866 823 7244

Hours:

Tuesday to Friday 1 0 AM to 6 PM
Saturday 10 AM to 4 PM
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Happy
Mother's Day

from Pennybyrn at Maryfield!

You've earned it: a rare opportunity to embrace life as never

before, free from chores or concerns about the future, in a

beautiful retirement community with premier services and

amenities. Surrounded by good friends and healthy choices,

you can stay active, involved and in control.

Now under construction in High Point, Pennybyrn at

Maryfield will have everything you want or need, as well

as a plan for tomorrow...what a wonderful gift for you, and

your family!

Call (336) 886-4103 or toll-free (866) 627-9343.

pefJNVBVKKI^'MARYFIEL D
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Road, High Point, NC 27260

wivw.PennytjymAtMaryfidd.com

Sponsored by die Sisters ofthe Poor Servants

of the Mother ofGod

'Vatican Click'
Unlike pesky paparazzi, pope 's photographers snap
coolly, with class

BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — They are not

pushy or pesky; rather, the pope's own
paparazzi are the epitome of discretion

and class.

Vatican photographers stand out

from other media shutterbugs, not just

because they're always dressed in ironed

dark suits and ties, but because, coolly

clicking away, they are the ones standing

right next to the pope.

The papal photographers are also the

only ones allowed to shadow the pontiff

almost everywhere he goes, even during

more private moments— be they special

audiences inside the Vatican with heads

of state or an intimate luncheon with

cardinals or bishops.

According to the head of the

Vatican's photo service, Salesian Father

Giuseppe Colombara, the job of the four

official papal photographers is to create a

visual record of the pope's activities and

important Vatican events.

With the click of a shutter,

photographers immortalize an
"unrepeatable masterpiece of an instant,"

he said.

For the past 30 years, papal
photographers have captured and
preserved thousands of unforgettable

scenes as varied as Pope John Paul II

collapsing into the arms of his aide after

being hit by a bullet in 1 98 1 to him trying

on U2 smger Bono's sunglasses during a

1999 meeting with the Irish rock star.

These photos andmore are on display

April 25-May 27 at a special exhibit at

the Braccio Carlo Magno, a hall next

to St. Peter's Basilica, to celebrate the

photo service's 30th anniversary and the

second anniversary of Pope Benedict

XVI 's election.

Called "Vatican Click," the exhibit

showcases 382 photos from the more
than 5 million housed in the Vatican's

photo archives.

The exhibit also shows early black-

and-white shots of life in and around

the Vatican during the 1930s- 1960s:

Ethiopian seminarians leaping in a rare

Roman snowfall, and Italian dictator

Benito Mussolini watching workmen
build the Via della Conciliazione, the wide
boulevard leading to St. Peter's Square.

Picture perfect

Before the Vatican photo service

was established, the Vatican newspaper,

L'OsservatoreRomano,hiredprofessional

photographers "from the outside" to take

papal pictures. Father Colombara told

Catholic News Service.

Then in 1977, the newspaper's editor

in chief decided the paper should hire its

own photojoumalists who would work
exclusively and specifically on covering

the Vatican and the pope. The timing

was providential as just one year later,

the most media-friendly pope in modem
times. Pope John Paul, was elected.

Father Colombara said the late pope
was a natural.

"He had an exfraordinary sensibility.

He just knew, felt when a photographer

CNS PHOTO BY L'OSSERVOTORE RoMANO

This L'Osservatore Romano photo showing Pope

John Paul II at a Nov. 24, 1 999, general audience is

the most requested photo from the Vatican photo

service's archives.

was near and instinctively, almost

automatically, would smile," move
or turn in a way that was perfect for a

picture, he said.

A close, though professional, rapport

grew easily over the years between Pope
John Paul and the Vatican photographers,

said the Salesian priest. But the shooting

and snapping ease hit a speed bump in

2005 after the election ofPope Benedict,

who was not used to having bulbs flash

and shutters click at his every move.

However, Pope Benedict is much
more comfortable now with his personal

paparazzi. Father Colombara said,

and has often directly expressed to the

photographers his appreciation for their

hard work. Pope Benedict is also the

first pope to have granted the Vatican's

television and photography crews wide

permission to film him in his private

apartments, showing "without mystery,

without secrets that the day in the life of

a pope is made up of a lot of work and

simplicity," he said.

'Image is everything'

Father Colombara said the best

pictures ofany pope are the ones in which

he "radiates human warmth" and when his

fatherly face "points to the very meaning

of (his) mission: the person of Jesus."

While pictures of Pope John Paul

at Jerusalem's Western Wall or Pope
Benedict in a Turkish mosque have

important historical value, sometimes it's

the simpler shots ofa pope hugging a child

or praying the rosary that have a greater,

more emotional impact on the viewer.

"A beautiful photo, a beautiful

image offers an entryway, the first step of

evangelization," Father Colombara said.

When a picture of a pope expresses

"love, welcoming, understanding,
acceptance," itcan"make the church loved

very, very much and be very appreciated

by almost everyone," whatever their faith

beliefmay be, he said.

Just as the church hired great painters

and sculptors to depict the beauty

and mystery of God and the Gospels,

it also has employed the power of

the photograph, which can be highly

effective in a world where "the image is

everything," he said.
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Basilica benefits from Eagle

Scout project

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Nicholas Glum
and his fellow Scouts have been hard at

work around the Basilica of St. Lawrence
in Asheville.

Nicholas, 16, helped to refurbish the

interior and exterior of the basilica April

21 as part of his Eagle Scout project.

Eagle Scout is the highest rank in the

Boy Scouts.

Nicholas, a Life Scout— arankearned

by fulfilling leadership positions, service

hours and merit badges— with Troop 77

and parishioner of St. Barnabas Church in

Arden, could not find any service projects

to be performed at his parish.

He contacted Bud Hansbury,
maintenance operations manager at

the basilica, who had two projects for

Nicholas to do.

One involved refinishing the pews
and floors, the other was building a

handicap ramp outside the basilica.

In addition, Nicholas decided to

plant two dogwood trees.

"The dogwood is the tree of the

Sacred Heart, and I am devoted to the

Sacred Heart," said Nicholas.

"The trees will be a backdrop for the

Sacred Heart statue instead of the view

of the red garage," he said.

Other Troop 77 members and
family assisted Nicholas with his

two-fold project.

Photo by Carole McGrotty

Members of Boy Scout Troop 77 prepare to plant dogwood trees outside the Basilica of St. Lawrence

in Asheville as part of an Eagle Scout project April 21

.

Director of Preschool

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church in Monroe seeks an energetic self-starter with

strong administrative/teaching skills and experience. Candidate must be a practicing

Catholic and available immediately. BHingual in English/Spanish preferred. Please send

resume to: Rev. James W. Cassidy, OSA, Our Lady of Lourdes, 725 Deese Street,

Monroe, NC 28112. (Salary negotiable and commensurate with experience)

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION

St. Paul the Apostle Church is a community that is committed to

Intergenerational Catechesis and is seeking an experienced Director of

Faith Fomiation. The position will be open as of July 1, 2007.

Candidate must be a practicing Catholic with a master's degree in Catholic

theology and a minimum of five years pastoral experience. Send resume

and references to: Susie Barnes, St Paul the Apostle Catholic Church, 2715

Horse Pen Creek Rd, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (336) 294-6149; e-mail

sbames@stpaukx;.org.

Diocese of Richmond-Director for the Hispanic Apostolate

The Catholic Diocese of Richmond seeks a Director for the Hispanic Apostolate. The

selected individual will collaborate with parishes and diocesan offices in the

evangelization, fomfiation and training of Hispanics. The Director also collaborates with the

Office for Black Catholics and the Asian Community in order to assess and mee[ the

needs of the community. Additional information regarding this opportunity is located on the

diocesan website (www.richmonddiocese.org). Position is open until filled. Interested

applicants should submit a letter of interest and diocesan application to

dmahanes@richmonddiocese.org, or mail to D.G. Mahanes, Director of Human

Resources, Catholic Diocese of Richmond, 811 Cathedral Place, Richmond, VA 23220.

Confirmation Coordinator

St. Mark Catholic Church in Huntersville, NC is cun-ently looking for a Confirmation

Coordinator. This is a part-time position of 25 hours a week. An ideal candidate for this

position would be a college graduate with a minimum of two years of experience working

in education within a parish or school setting. The candidate should have sti'ong

organizational, communication and computer skills as well as exhibit a high threshoW of

energy and enthusiasm for youth and our Catholic faith. A strong catechetical background

is preferred; a successfiji candidate must be willing to pursue further education tiirough

the diocesan certification program and/or an acaedited Catiiolic college or university

program. Resumes and inquiries can be fon/i/arded to dsmittil 8@bellsouth.net.

ti!e(

Dynamic Parish Seeking Director of Faith Formation

St. Aloysius in Hickory, NC is seeking director of

Faith Formation, The position will be open July I.

Candidate must be a practicing Catholic with a
Bachelor^s Degree in theology or similar discipline

or have the equivalent experience.

Send resume & references to: Search

Committee c/o St, Aloysius Catholic

Church, 921 2nd St, NE, Hickory, NC
28601 or staloysius@charter,net

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

PLANT SERVICES SUPERVISOR: Hands-
on supervision and maintenance for day-to-day

operations of school buildings and grounds.

Oversees operations of heating/AC equipment

in maintaining a safe work environment for

personnel and equipment. Experience in planning,

organizing and prioritizing projects. Competent

oral and written communication skills with basic

proficiency in computer technology. Effective

interpersonal skills and leadership abilities. Degree

with supervisory and related experience preferred; ,

experience will be considered. Competitive ||
benefits package. Send resume and salary history ||
to: BMCHS, Attn. Business Office, 1725 NC Hwy |l

66 South, Kemersville, NC 27284. Deadline for

receipt of applications is 5/1 5/07. EOE.

FOR RENT

CONDO: Myrtle Beach,
bath. Available weeks of:

(336) 924-2842.

^1

3 bedroom, 2.5

5/26, 6/9, 7/28.

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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Book battalion

Courtesy Pho.i

'irtured is the Battle of the Books team at Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro, which won first

ilace in its district during the state Battle of the Books competition at Canterbury School March 8. The

tudents competed with teams from several schools, including St. Pius X School in Greensboro.

'he sixth- and seventh-grade team at Our Lady of Grace School is comprised of Alex Bruno, Brady Byrne,

onah Carmichael, Jorge Cortes, Michaela Dimoff, Gilbert Kolosieke, Katelyn Merendino, Marie Petrangeli,

indrew Saintsing, Adam Schexnayder, John Scott and Brian Sowinski. Doris Melson, school librarian, is

acuity sponsor and assisted with coaching by parents.

lattle of the Books is sponsored by the North Carolina School Library Media Association for students

1 grades six, seven and eight from eligible public, private and charter schools across the state. The

:ompetition provides a fun, challenging way to motivate middle school students to read books from a wide

ariety of genres.

)ur Lady of Grace School hosted the regional competition at St. Paul the Apostle Church in Greensboro

larch 29.

Egg-citing results
Eighth-graders at Our Lady of Grace School

in Greensboro prepare to drop eggs during

the annual class Egg Drop March 8. Students

prepared protective egg carriers—including egg

cartons, bubble wrap and peanut butter—^that

would keep their raw eggs from cracking during a

drop of about 1 5 feet. Most of the students were

successful in their efforts. Pictured are eighth-

graders Brooke Diachenko, Caroline Cheek, Sofia

Milan and Alex Justice.

Courtesy Photo

ockingthe schoolhouse

Courtesy Photo

'ictured are middle school students at St. Pius X School in Greensboro who performed SchoolHouse Rock

ive Jr. at the school for the public March 29-31 . The performances were the fourth annual production

3r the middle school drama program under the direction of teacher Tracy Shaw.

This was the school's first musical and most successful production ever," said Jean Navarro, school

Emissions coordinator.

he musical is based on the Emmy Award-winning Saturday morning educational cartoon series.

Mind meld

Courtesy Photo

Pictured are eight students,from the fourth and fifth grades at Our Lady of Grace

School in Greensboro, who performed an Odyssey of the Mind skit entitled "Around

the World in Eight Minutes.
"

Odyssey of the Mind is an international program open to students in kindergarten

through college that provides an opportunity to develop creative solutions to varying

problems. Teams—which compete within their division at regional, state, national and

international levels—work collaboratively without any outside assistance and limited

guidancefrom their coaches.

The skit by the Our Lady of Grace School team follows the adventures of "Sarge

"

and his friends as they travel to Antarctica, Japan and an up-until-now undiscovered

location called Makeeyak. The students developed all elements of the skit, including

plot, characters, dialogue and costumes.

Because more students were interested in participating on the school 'sfirst Odyssey of

the Mind team than rules allow, the students were scheduled to present their skit at the

school s annual talent show in May instead ofentering it in competition.

The team includes Andrea Balzano, Erin Egan, Michael Ellis, David Markun, Bobby

Mason, Mary Rose Stepnowski, Ben Trainor and Noah Williams. Also pictured is

honorary team member Zachary Trainor

Award-winning artistry

Pictured is Caitlyn Carmean, an eighth-grader at

St. Pius X School in Greensboro, who took third

place in the dance category at the 2007 Artistry

Awards show sponsored by the Greensboro Youth

Council at the Carolina Theatre March 24.

Artistry Awards is a performing and fine arts

competition for students, ages 13-19, attending

public, private or home schools within Guilford

County Categories include drama, instrumental,

dance, vocal performance, visual art, print art

and creative writing.

Caitlyn was selected as a finalist in the vocal and

dance categories during auditions in February

Having placed third in the dance category, she

received a plaque and $50.

Courtesy Photo
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Graduation thoughts: Do we honor

women at home and at work?

RuleSy attitudes should be changed to

accommodate sacrifices

It's graduation time and in most

places as many women as men will be

handed college degrees.

In a survey ofclose to 62,000 people,

fashion magazine Elle suggests that men
and women are becoming a lot alike

in the workplace. Men and women are

similarly talented and competitive as

well as equally honest.

But there is an essential difference:

Women are twice as likely as men to

interrupt the business day to take care

of a child.

Do we as a culture facilitate the

additional and vital role women continue

to play as primary caregiver?

It's doubtful. This seems decidedly

shortsighted in a world that knows well

that a stable home life is essential— for

the civic good, the health of children and

their education, even the redirection of

violent personalities a la Virginia Tech.

Twenty-six years ago. Pope John Paul

II published a thoughtful reflection called

"The Christian Family in the Modem
World." In this apostolic exhortation,

"Familiaris Consortio," the pope wrote:

"The mentality which honors women
more for their work outside the home
than for their work within the family

must be overcome."

The phraseology gives priority

to family.

The survey in Elle and the

government's own Bureau of Labor
Statistics reveal that close to half the

workforce (46 percent) is female, with 75

percent ofwomen working full time.

Thirty-eight percent of employed

women are in highly demanding
management and professional positions,

from lawyers to business executives

to pharmacists and human resource

directors.

These folks deserve a little special

attention.

For a while, a few companies talked of

flextime and job sharing, but increasingly

this is more illusion than reality.

Why?
The Conference Board Review

attributes it to demands for increased

corporate performance (profits) and the

advent of new technology (cell-phones,

laptops and Blackberries) that raise the

expectation that one will be in the office

— at least virtually— at all times.

These increased demands are made
on men and women who are fathers

and mothers. But if somebody's mom is

going to work in the next office, we say,

"Well, she better be putting in the same
time as the next guy" finding new clients,

closing deals and making sales.

Our sense of equality is premised

on scorekeeping. We tend to ignore the

papal admonition to honor women who
simultaneously fulfill commitments to

Faith &
Precedent

DOUGLAS W.
KMIEC
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office and home.

And ifwe are honest, some men and

even some women who chose not to raise

children might actually resent making

allowances for those contributing to the

dual communities ofwork and family.

How might we change things?

First off, ask chief executives to take

a closer look at reality. Top executives

with ample resources for full-time

childcare may be unwittingly blind.

Second, we might press all those

folks running for president to creatively

think how the laws might be rewritten

to favor the economic compensation of

those who are working and nurturing

family at the same time.

Family tax-code allowances and
credits used to do this, but they have

effectively disappeared.

Third, we can adjust our own
attitudes. We can recognize that the

daughters we are sending to college

and graduate school yearn for "life to

the fiiU," in the business and family

sense, and incredibly often manage to do

reasonably well.

In 2007, the papal instruction may
warrant a respectful update. Neither

women nor men should be honored

more for their work outside the home,

but then again, women alone should not

have to keep demonstrating against an

unbending culture how extraordinary

love can accomplish both.

Resolving family conflicts

Plan of action^ listening help find
solutions

Conflict is normal, and family

conflicts are commonplace.

Each person has differing needs, and

when one person's needs are not being

met there is usually a lot of frustration

which leads to arguments.

The way we assert our needs is at the

basis of all human conflict.

To minimize conflicts, try to

understand the real needs of others. That

requires listening. When two or more
people interact without listening, the

results usually lead to fireworks.

We all have attitudes which govern

our behavior. For instance, someone
might say:—

"I am the father, you are the

mother; I have the right to decide the

family priorities, therefore my rights

come first."—
"I am an adult, you are a child; I

have a right to meet my needs, but you
do not have a right to meet yours."—

"I am the mother, you are working

all day; I know what is best for all of us;

I will decide whose needs must be met,

and in what order."

Anyone who says any of the above

stomps on the needs of others.

Some arguments are more about

underlying assumptions than about

the issue at hand. There are an infinite

variety of conflicts arising fi-om hidden

assumptions.

Whether it is in the family, the

factory or the monastery, if you are

in the middle of a conflict it will help

immensely if you reflect on your basic

assumptions.

Are you a fighter for your rights or a

compromiser? A sore loser or a problem

solver?

A fighter does not trust, refijses

to lose, demands proof of the other

person's needs.

A compromiser is ready to give in,

but in the end forfeits too much for the

sake of peace.

A sore loser won't fight and simply

walks away sulking.

A problem solver listens and tries

to get to the root of the issue in order to

reach a compromise. The problem solver

m
li
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knows that a conflict does not mean thaP''"

there must be a winner or a loser.

The whole art of compromise rest

on the truth that win-win solutions ar^

possible with the help of God.

Be patient and pray. It wil

take time.

Professional arbitrators are problen

solvers who listen to all sides. They begiii"'?

with the idea that "your right to mee
your needs is equal to my right to mee
my needs; and yet we all have to admifPP"

that no one has an absolute right to hav
all their needs met."

(When disciplining children, parenta

authority is superior to the needs o^l

children, but it always helps whei

parents listen and reason before assertinj

full authority).

In adult conflicts, never start out b;P<"

demanding that the others give up thei it"!

right to meet personal needs. But do:

1. Define the problem clearly. Pu

it in writing. Let all the parties decidj

exactly what needs are in conflict

Listening often generates solutions.

2. Brainstorm for more solutions an(

share ideas; make no judgment as peopl

voice their ideas. Just put all the option

on the table and look at them.

3. Agree on the most creative

solutions, keeping in mind that som'

things cannot be compromised, such a >ji

the laws ofGod and legitimate authorit)

4. Choose the solution that gets th

most support, and then implement il;
j^jj

Later, follow up to see that all promise
jjj

are kept.

Just having a plan of action ofteiL

diffuses the emotional heat right away.
|

Godspeed, and always remember t< ,

y

pray for peace. i^^^

(W.
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Abortion bigger tragedy

than Virginia Tech
I guess it was to be expected that

the tragedy at Virginia Tech ("Tragedy

on Va. Tech campus") would get top

billing and the big headline on the front

page of the April 20 issue, while a major

development in the fight against abortion

("Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act upheld")

got below-the-fold attention with most of

the story on page 7.

Yes, the loss of 33 lives is a tragedy

and deserves the coverage it is getting,

but by comparison, the abortion tragedy

is killing 3,000 young lives a day. The
turn of the tide in the ongoing battle to

build a culture of life deserves more
attention than you have given it so far.

Every single abortion results in a

dead child, and a woimded mother and

others. And we as a society continue

to accept that 3,000 deaths per day is

a fact of contemporary existence with

half of our Supreme Court holding that a

"procedure" (rightly called "infanticide"

by some) needs to be protected.

— George Gredell

Pfafiftown, N.C.

Commendation for

archbishop's stance
I am heartened by the stand

Archbishop Raymond L. Burke of SL

Louis has taken on identifying with

people like Cheryl Crow to raise money
("Archbishop pulls support for hospital

Letters to the Editor

a CO

w

B,

iam

ersoi

ilittk

H

eeds

benefit over Crow's stands," May 4).

Nothing is worth throwing in one

cards with those who give an appearand

of being good while promoting chil<|ioi

killing (abortion).

Thank you, Archbishop Burke
for inspiring us to live by faith am
conscience before God.

— Shea Baijj

Chariott'fcfe
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One's Catholic heritage

should influence decisions!

w's primary aim is to unify people to

Ifounter culture of death

"Did Justices' Catholicism Play Part

Abortion Ruling?"

tThis headline in the April 30

iV'ashington Post was followed by a

juote by Goeffrey Stone, provost of

he University of Chicago's law school,

vho felt the Catholicism of the Catholic

:lij|ustices ofthe Supreme Covirt was behind

he decision.

Mark Silk, a professor of religion in

4>ublic life at Trinity College, was also

juoted as saying, "We want people of

iaith, but we don't want them making

lecisions based on their faith."

In the 110th Congress, Catholics

vomprise the largest denominational

ie(j»roup, with 155 members — 25 in

he Senate and 130 in the House of

iJlepresentatives. Five Catholics serve

n )n the U.S. Supreme Court — the chief

ustice and four associate justices.

Make no doubt about it! Catholics are

; Ji force in today's politics, and whenever

his happens prejudice follows.

Anti-Catholic sentiment is nothing

lew. Philip Jenkins, an Episcopalian

listorian, maintains that some people

vho otherwise avoid offending members

est

of racial, religious, ethnic or gender

groups have no reservations about

venting their hatred of Catholics.

Harvard University professor Arthur

Schlesinger Sr. characterized prejudice

against the Roman Catholic Church as

"the deepest bias in the history of the

American people."

This bias can make us defensive,

even revert to name-calling. But is

this the way to go? Shouldn't we
demonstrate that a person of a religious

moral tradition is a blessing to America?

Throughout history, Catholicism has

had a rich tradition of developing moral

laws aimed at ennobling the individual

and civilizations. Some fear this tradition

because they see it placing restrictions

on their liberties. This is not true!

The word "law" means to bind

together. Its primary aim is to help people

become unified within themselves and

with their neighbors, and to counter a

culture of death.

Moral law defends against that

which splinters, our spirit and the spirit

ofunity among neighbors. It is this spirit,

based on the wisdom of God, in which

The Human

Side

FATHER EUGENE
HEMRICK
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our Catholic justices were brought up.

They are not lacking moral guidelines

for weighing good and evil, nor are they

atheists. Catholic moral tradition is

integral to them.

Interestingly, a fiieze on the Supreme

Court building symbolizes that justice

requires counsel. When justices are

faced with complex decisions and have

conducted all the research possible to

make them just, often this is not enough.

They need the counsel of a higher

authority. A fiieze inside the Supreme

Court depicts Divine Inspiration standing

at the shoulder of Justice — a reminder

that justice needs God's input.

Today 's bishops and the pope offer us

moral guidelines. However, the ultimate

authority our Catholic justices rely on is

found in an age-old Catholic tradition

— a tradition formed by contemplation,

prayer and seeking God's wisdom, a

tradition whose mission is to promote

inner and neighborly unity, justice and

God's love.

^When 'me time' is lioly,
ffl

'not selfish
Tersonal time ensures better parenting^

ess stress

One the challenges of parenting is

jetting children not to focus solely on

me, me, me!"

Another is getting mom and dad

« lot to concentrate only on "them, them,

hem!"

Yes, there are times when a little one

.hares freely, but more often than not the

dea of "some for me and some for you"
s a concept that has to be taught. It is one

hat we all know is hard to learn.

Becoming a parent helps a person

am this concept. Even if as a single

)erson or a spouse we've tended to be

little, well, selfish, becoming a parent

hifts priorities and perspectives.

The baby needs diapers. The toddler

leeds a new pair of shoes. The grade-

chooler needs braces. There's nothing

ike 20-plus years of self-sacrifice to

nake a parent very good at putting others

leprst and self last.

As parents also know, it isn't just

inoney we're talking about here: it's

ime, energy, worry, prayers. Bottom
it ine, it's love.

HI The money, the energy, the worry, the

»rayers — they are each a manifestation

rji >f the love a parent has for that child, a

!ti ove given without counting cost.

But!

At the same time, through all those

years, a parent is not supposed to become
an ATM or a servant. Not just for the

good ofthe parent but for the good ofthe

family, a mother or father needs some
"me time," which can be especially so for

the heads of single-parent households.

If you've ever been to the doctor

for an ache or pain that your physician

has diagnosed as stress-related, you may
have been asked on that occasion; "So,

what do you do for fim?"

Fun? Do for fim? What do I do for

fim? Uh ...

It's worse than that "high school

dream" where it's the end of the

semester, final exam day, and you realize

you haven't been to a single class or

even opened the text book. This fiin quiz

is real!

So is the need to carve out a little

time for yourself through those two-plus

decades of intense parenting. The "why"
is universal. The "how, when and where"

will vary from family to family, couple

to couple, person to person.

Not infrequently, a first step is

brushing aside the initial reaction that

"well, it's just not possible right now"

Your

Family
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and considering how to make it possible,

even if only for 1 5 minutes a week at the

beginning.

Need more convincing? Three
reasons you need to take some
"me time":

1 . It will help your children be better

parents because they'll see it's OK for a

mom or dad to take a little break.

2. You are a child of God and your

heavenly Father doesn't want you
stressed out.

3. You need to save some of

your strength for those upcoming
grandparenting years.

On the Web, there are tips for

parents.

You can find more information at the

Web site for the Canadian Mental Health

Association. Go to www.cmha.ca, move
the cursor to "Your Mental Health" in

the upper bar, choose "Mental Health

and the Family" and then click on "The

Stress of Parenting."

Bill and Monica Dodds are the

founders of the Friends of St. John

the Caregiver and editors of My Daily

Visitor magazine.

Is it "Cath-lick" or

"Cath-ah-lick"?

Uncle

Dan

DAN MORRIS
CNS COLUMNIST

Remember how, when you were a

child, when you stopped and thought

really hard about breathing it would

screw up your breathing? The same thing

with blinking your eyes?

Well, I have something similar to

share with you that will, at least for the

moment maybe, take your mind off your

eyelids and lungs. OK, ready?

How do you say "Catholic"? I mean,

how should "Catholic" be pronounced?

Is it two syllables or three?

To digress a second, you can probably

guess this has to do with the war in Iraq.

Seriously.

It is Marilyn's fault. At last Sunday's

doughnuts after Mass, she started

grousing about the name of that poor,

besieged nation.

"On the radio this morning," she

said, "I heard Iraq pronounced at least

three ways, maybe four."

She asked, "OK, is it ear-rack, or is it

eye-rack or is it uhr-rack?"

Then Marilyn did it all over again and

changed the emphasis on Iraq's second

syllable to the first. We had all heard each

of the versions on radio or TV.

"All I know," said her husband. Bud,

"is that ifyou call my fiiend Tony an eye-

talian rather than an eh-talian, he gets all

bent out of shape. He says, 'Hey, square-

head, what is the name of the country

— eye-taly or eh-taly?'"

"Soooo," I ventured, "you are saying

Iraq should be pronounced eh-rack and

not eye-rack because your friend Tony

is Italian."

Bud nodded solemnly. "Someone
has to make a decision."

"Sounds like a Catholic kind ofthing

to me," Marilyn laughed. That's what

started the frouble. She pronounced it

"Cath-lick."

"Cath-lick?" Marilyn asked, raising

her eyebrows.

Betty smiled. "I know. Bud would

say Cath-eye-lick, but Cath-lick is how I

was brought up."

"What about Cath-oh-lick?" I

stepped in.

"Don't you mean Cath-ah-lick?"

Marilyn suggested.

"Or," noted Bud, "if you are from

Boston it could be Kaaaiith-a-lick."

About that time Msgr. O'Kneel

wandered by the table. We presented our

Catholic conundrum to him.

He smiled politely, rocked back on

his heels and looked up at th© ceiling tiles.

Finally he said, "Does this make anyone

think about the road to Emmaus?"
Marilyn squinted her eyes. "Is it Em-

may-us, or Em-mouse, or EM-aiy-ous?"

she asked.

"Tomato, potato," he replied wisely

and strolled away.

We all looked at one another, waiting

to see who blinked or breathed first.

J
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Our Lady of the Mountains a spiritual liome in Higtilands
HIGHLANDS—Themissionchurch

called Our Lady of the Mountains was
founded more than 60 years ago to serve

the increasing numbers of Catholics in

North Carolina's westernmost counties.

For the past decade. Our Lady of

the Moxmtains has been in the midst of

another burst of growth, especially with

large increases of summer residents.

Bishop Vincent S. Waters of Raleigh

purchased the present property for Our
Lady of the Mountains Mission in July

1945. Before the church was built five

years later, local Catholics gathered with

priests from Waynesville for Masses in a

playhouse theater in Highlands.

In 1954, Father Charles O'Connor,

pastor of Sacred Heart Church in

Brevard, extended his ministry to

Catholics in Highlands. From that time

until 1972, Our Lady of the Mountains

Mission was staffed by diocesan clergy

from Brevard.

Additions to the church building

marked the mid-1960s and a small

apartment was added to the structure

in 1972.

That year, ministerial responsibilities

for Highlands shifted fi-om Brevard to

Franklin. Glenmary Father Michael

Langell, then-pastor of St. Francis of

Assisi Church in Franklin, served the

two communities for a decade before

diocesan priests were assigned to the

Franklin parish in 1982.

During Father Langell 's pastorate

in Highlands, the church patio and
basement parish hall were constructed.

In December 1986, Father John

Hoover became administrator of Our
Lady of the Mountains, a development

which carried parish status for the

Highlands church. At that time, St. Jude

Church in Sapphire Valley was placed

under Highlands' pastoral care.

The church building was renovated

in 1987, and a rectory was constructed

the following year. As the parish grew,

especially during the summers, the

need for more worship space became

a pressing reality. In October 1989,

the addition of a two-story wing was
completed, providing another 100 seats

in the church and parish hall.

When the Our Lady ofthe Moimtains

parish celebrated the 40th anniversary of

their church's construction in 1990, a

bell and tower were added to the church

grounds.

Father Joseph Ayathuadam served

as administrator in Highlands for a short

period oftime in 1992.

Father Richard McCue, who had
been named pastor of St. Francis of

Assisi Church in 1994, served as pastor

to Our Lady of the Moimtains along with

Father James Collins, then-parochial

vicar in Franklin.

From 1994 until 1996, Father Ray
Berg aided these priests in their duties in

Highlands. When Father Berg retired in

July 1996, Our Lady of the Mountains

became again imder the auspices of St.

Francis ofAssisi Church.

In 1998, Father William Evans was
assigned as sacramental minister for Our
Lady of the Mountains Mission and St.

Jude Church. Shortly thereafter. Father

Evans was named as the administrator of

Our Lady of the Mountains Mission.

With Father Evans' retirement in

June 2005, Father Tien Duong arrived in

Highlands as pastoral administrator.

A variety of ministries and parish

council work highlights the continued

developments of the Our Lady of the

Mountains community. Its members also

regularly join with a number of local

Christian communities for ecumenical

worship services, potluck suppers,

respect life gatherings and religious

holiday celebrations.

• An effort has been made to provide

church members and visitors With

opportunitiesforprayerandcontemplation

in a peacefiil mountain setting, including

a grotto dedicated to Mary, a meditation

garden, a fishpond and a small grove of

trees.

Today, the church is the spiritual

PiioTfi BY Karen A. Evans

Our Lady of the Mountains Mission in Highlands is the spiritual homes for more than 60 families year-

round, and double that number during the summer months.

OUR LADY OF THE MOUNTAINS MISSION

Father Tien Duong

A Mission of St. Francis ofAssisi Church, .

Franl<lin

315 North 5th St.

Highlands, N.C. 28741

(828)526-2418

Vicariate: Smoky Mountain

Pastoral Administrator: Father Tien Duong

Permanent Deacon: Deacon Charles Heine

Number of Households: 60 year-round, 110

additional seasonally

home for nearly 60 families year-round,

and more than double that during the

simimer months.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evan
by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-ma,

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.
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NO RISK to hold space- FULL refund before July 31 st

The Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to leave winter behind and explore the

SOUTHERN eaRIBBEAN
and the PANAMA eANAL

January 31- February II, 2008 -

MX family and friends are welcome to join with

Fr. Mo West as we cruise from Ft. Lauderdale. Florida'

aboard Holland America's luxury ship ms Yolendam.
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Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach

haiiunock, learn about Bahamian culture

* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take

submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside

* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch ir^uence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy

beaches, and more shops!

* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jungle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native

markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!

Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES air fare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ ship transfers, taxes, baggage

handling and all port charges!

Deposits are due before August 1st and there is NO RISK to hold your space today

- FULL REFUND before 7/31/07. Plus, early bookings receive best cabin choice.

For a brochure or queshons, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332
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Abstinence

before

marriage

N.C bishops askUC.
assembly to table proposed

sex education bill

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE— Bishops

Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte and

Michael F. Burbidge ofRaleigh

are callingon theNorth Carolina

General Assembly to shelve

a bill providing expanded sex

education in public schools.

In a May 11 letter to

Speaker of the House Joseph

Hackney, the bishops expressed

their "grave concern" regarding

House Bill 879, "Modify School

Health Education Program."

The bill, if passed,
would replace the current

"abstinence until marriage"

See BILL, page?

Fighting back

with faith
Symptoms, causes of

domestic violence explored

BYjOANITAM.
NELLENBAGH
CORRESPONDENT

HICKORY— "Then came
the angry words ... the verbal

tearing apart . . . Next came the

beatings . . . unrelenting violence

... unceasing pain. I shouldn't

stay, but this is my husband
... promised forever. He says

I deserve it ... maybe 1 do ...

I feel so alone ... doesn't God
hear me when 1 cry out silently

as I lie in bed each night?"

See VIOLENCE, page 5

THE

NEWS^MERALD

Perspectives

David Hains recalls rise,

fall of Rev. Falvuell; Tony

Magliano offers deep

thoughts for Memorial Day

I
PAGES 14-15
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Exploring the ^continent of hope^

CNS PHOTO BY L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO VIA ReUTERS

Pope Benedict XVI is greeted by a dancer during a meeting with young people at Paulo Machado de Carvalho stadium in

Sao Paulo, Brazil, May 10. Some 40,000 enthusiastic young people crowded the stadium and welcomed the pope with song,

dance and prayers.

Fope tells Latin

Americans to

meet challenges by

focusing on Jesus

BYjOHNTHAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

APARECIDA, Brazil —
On a five-day visit to Latin

America, Pope Benedict XVI
identified a host of social and

religious challenges and said

the church should respond by

focusing more clearly on the

person of Jesus Christ.

"This is the faith that has

made America the 'continent of

hope.' Not a political ideology,

not a social movement, not an

economic system: faith in the

God who is love — who took

flesh, died and rose in Jesus

Christ," the pope said on the

final day of his May 9-13 visit

to Brazil.

It was a comment echoed in

many of his encounters, which

included a rally with young

See BRAZIL, page 8

Special buddies
Bishop McGuinness students participate in

Special Olympics, assist athletes

KERNERSVILLE —
Catholic high school students

are helping make a difference

in the lives of some special

athletes.

A group of 100 students

from Bishop McGuinness
Catholic High School helped

out at the Special Olympics
Spring Games, held at Wake
Forest University in Winston-

Salem April 25.

Bishop McGuinness has

participated in the annual event

for several years, as well as

assisted Special Olympics
Forsyth County in other events

throughout the year with
volunteer and staff support.

Special Olympics Forsyth

County, a subprogram of
Special Olympics North
Carolina, provides athletic

competition and training for

more than 1,400 youths and

See BUDDIES, page 13

Courtesy Photo

Melissa Plunkett, a senior at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School in Kernersville,

is pictured with her Special Olympics buddy in Winston-Salem April 25.
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Around the Diocese

Catholics assist many; first

Communions celebrations

I
PAGES 4,

6

Culture Watch

Pope's new book; 'tsunami of

pornography'; 'Shrek' 3

I PAGES 10-11

Symbols of hope

Tornado-ravaged town

getting back on its feet

I PAGE 16
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

JOINED IN FAITH

CNS PHOTO BY Sam Lucero, Catholic Herald)

Ryan Shaw, seen holding son Mateo, and Angle, with son McHale, are bacl< home in Sheboygan, Wis.,

following the babies' recovery from surgery to separate them last fall after they were born conjoined in

May 2006. The couple said faith led them through the 1 9-hour surgery and through this first year of

their sons' lives.

Faith helps couple with twins born

conjoined, separated by surgery
SHEBOYGAN, Wis. (CNS) — The

last year has been an emotional one for

Angle and Ryan Shaw following the

birth of their twin sons. But the young
couple agrees they couldn't have made it

without the support offamily and friends,

and their Catholic faith.

The babies were born conjoined

and required surgical separation to save

their lives. And they face more medical

treatment — they also were bom with

spina bifida and hydrocephalus.

When doctors explained what a

prenatal screening and ultrasound had

shown, "we were told we still had
opportunities to terminate the pregnancy,"

said Ryan. "But that wasn't an option for

us. It's not for us to play Godjust because

of potential problems."

The names they chose for their boys,

Mateo Asher and McHale Twain, reveal

much about the parents and the journey

on which they embarked in welcoming
their babies. Mateo and McHale mean
"gift of God;" Mateo reflects Angle's

Spanish heritage and McHale, Ryan's Msh
backgroimd. Asher means "to be blessed,"

while Twain means "to be cut in two."

The couple learned they were
expecting conjoined twins during
Angle's 18th week of pregnancy.
A routine screening indicated the

possibility of spina bifida, a birth defect

characterized by an incomplete closure

of the spinal column.

A follow-up ultrasound revealed

not one, but two babies. Then the doctor

explained the twins had hydrocephalus,

a buildup of cerebrospinal fluid in the

brain occurring because the spinal defect

prevents normal drainage of fluids.

CORRECTION
In the May 11 issue, a photo of Pope Benedict XVI accidentally ran with a column by

CNS Columnist Dan Morris. The Catholic News & Herald regrets the error.

Angle and Ryan both come from

Catholic families.

"I think this type of situation/' said

Angle, "can either bring you closer to

God, or push you away. After a lot of

prayer, we felt safer leaving the boys'

fate to God."

The doctors said the twins could

have severe disabilities that could shorten

their lives. The last male conjoined twins

in the United States to survive surgical

separation were back in 1957. And
because the boys also had spina bifida,

the parents were told their sons had just a

5 percent chance of survival.

The other unknown was the quality

of life the boys would experience if they

survived. For Angle and Ryan, however,

the decision was not what was easiest for

them as parents, but what was best for

their boys.

"We figured one way or another, it

would work out ifwe put the boys first,"

Angle said.

"It's been amazing to see what's

good in people," said Ryan, referring to

all the help the couple has received.

"When you watch the news, you
can lose perspective about the world. ...

But when you go through an experience

as we have, you see so much good in

people, and so many people willing to

help," he said.

In return they want to share their

experience with other parents, especially

those expecting conjoined twins or a

child with spina bifida.

"We've been there, and we can tell

parents the other side, about the amazing

happiness children can bring you,"

said Angle.

Climate change an ethical, environmental
issue, U.N. nuncio says

UNITED NATIONS (CNS)
— Global warming is not just an
environmental issue but must be seen in

"ethical, economic, social and political

terms as well," Archbishop Celestino

Migliore told a gathering ofhigh-ranking

development officials at the United
Nations May 10.

The Vatican nuncio warned that

global warming and energy shortages

could have a disproportionate effect on
the world's poor.

"The consequences ... will impact

first and foremost the poorest and weakest

who, even if they are among the least

responsible for global warming, are the

most vulnerable because they have limited

resources or live in areas at greater risk,"

he said. "Many of the most vulnerable

societies, already facing energy problems,

rely upon agriculture, the very sector most

likely to suffer from climatic shifts."

Archbishop Migliore spoke during

the 15th, session of the Commission on

Sustainable Development of the. U.N.

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE — The St. Francis of the

Hills Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order

will meet May 27 at Immaculate Conception
Church, 208 7th Ave. West. We'll begin with the

Franciscan Crown rosary in the chapel at 1 p.m.

Visitors and inquirers are welcome. For more
information, contact Joanita Nellenbach, SFO,

(828) 627-9209 orjnell@dnet.net.

CANDLER— Bishop Peter J. Jugis will celebrate

the Mass dedicating of the new St. Joan of Arc

Church, 768 Asbury Rd., May 30 at 5 p.m. All are

welcome to the dedication Mass and the following

celebration. For more information, call the office at

(828)670-0050.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — The Semi-annual Rosary
Rally will be held May 20 at 3 p.m. at St. Patrick

Cathedral, 1621 Dilworth Rd. East. This 33-year-

old tradition will include recitation of the rosary, a

eucharistic procession and Benediction. For more
information, call Tina at (704) 846-7361.

CHARLOTTE— FatherTimothy Reid will present

"Seeking theHeart ofGod" at St. Matthew Church,

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., Thursdays,

May 24 through June 28, 7-9 p.m. This lecture

series deals with understanding the spirituality of

St. Teresa ofAvila and St. John of the Cross. Each
participant will need a copy of St. Teresa's "Interior

Castle." For more information, please contact

Susan Brady at (704) 541-8362, ext.4.

CHARLOTTE — Theology on Tap, a dynamic

speaker series designed to provide young adults

in their 20s and 30s with the opportunity to

discover more about their faith in a relaxed open

environment, will be held May 29 and June 5 at

6:30 p.m. at Fuel Pizza in Park Road Shopping

Center, These interactive events will explore the

Economic and Social Council May 9-11

Also addressing the commission
were high-ranking officials of the World
Bank, Food andAgriculture Organization,
World Health Organization, International

Energy Agency and other international

bodies, as well as senior government
officials of more than two dozen nations

"Ultimately ... we have a grave and

far-reaching responsibility to ourselves

and to future generations for the actions

we are due to take here," Archbishop

Migliore said.

Abdalla Salem el-Badri, secretary-

general of OPEC, told the U.N. session

that energy demand is projected to

increase more than 50 percent by 2030.

A "global, long-term energy sfrategy'

must be "capable of satisfying legitimate

short- and medium-term energy
requirements ... protecting human health

and the environment, and establishing

precise commitments to address the

question of climate change," Archbishop

Migliore said.

issues and-challenges that Catholic young adults face

in the 21st century. For more information, contact

Catrina at (704) 533-2124 or c_l_conway@hotmail.

com or visit www.compass-catholic.cora.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015
Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host a free Christian

Coffeehouse May 27, 7-9 p.m. in the Banquet Room
of the New Life Center. Single and married adults

are invited for an evening of contemporary Christian

music, food and fellowship. For more information, at

to reserve a table for six or more, caH Kathy BartleU

at (704) 400-2213.

CHARLOTTE— The next Blood Give-In Sunday at

St. Matthew Church is June 10, 8 a.m.-l:30 p.m., in

the family room ofthe Parish Center, 801 5 Ballantyne

Commons Pkwy. Donors will be required to provide

identification, such as a driver's license or Red Cross

blood donor card. Sign up table is in the narthex May
26-27 and June 2-3. Appointments are encouraged

and will be honored. Walk-ins are welcome, but will

be taken as time permits. For more information, call

the church office at (704) 543-7677.

HUNTERSVILLE — Elizabeth Ministry is a peer

ministry comprised of St. Mark Church parishioners

who have lost babies before of shortly after birth.

Confidential peer ministry, information and spiritual

materials are offered at no cost or obligation to anyone

who has experienced miscarriage, stillbirth or the

death of a newborn. For details, call Sandy Buck at

(704) 948-4587.

CHARLOTTE — The St. Maximilian Kolbe
Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order gathers

the first Sunday of each month at 2 p.m. at Our
Lady of Consolation Church, 2301 Statesville Ave.

Those interested in learning more about the SFO
and the Franciscan way of life are invited to attend.

For more information, call Tom O'Loughlin at

(704) 947-7235.

CHARLOTTE — New Creation Monastery invites

you to a day of silence and solitude in the presence

of Almighty God. The monastery offers private

spiritual retreats for lay people. Write to Father John

Vianney Hoover at New Creation Monastery, 1309:

Duncan Gardens Dr., Charlotte, N.C., 28206, stating

why you want to go on retreat and when. For more
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican official: Nations must disarm to stop

spread of nukes
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — If the

world is to help stop the spread ofnuclear

weapons, nations must take positive

steps toward nuclear disarmament, a

Vatican official said.

Nuclear disarmament and nuclear

nonproliferation "are interdependent and

mutually reinforcing," said Msgr. Michael

Banach, representative to the Preparatory

Commission for the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization.

"Responsible implementation" of

international agreements concerning

nuclear weapons represents a crucial step

"in the fight against nuclear terrorism"

and promoting "a culture of life," peace

and human development, he said May 1

in Vienna, Austria, during the April 30-

May 11 proceedings of the Preparatory

Committee forthe 20 1 ONon-Proliferation

Treaty Review Conference.

The Non-Proliferation of Nuclear

Weapons Treaty became effective in 1970

in an effort to curb the spread of nuclear

information, call (704) 344-0934.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT— An adult faith fonnation series, "The

Church and Human Sexuality, " will meet Tuesdays

through May 22, 7:30-9 p.m., at Queen oftheApostles

Church, 503 N. Main St. Topics Will include the

theology of creation and of the body, the sacrament

and sacramentality of marriage, the sexuality of

single life, the church and homosexuality and God
is love. Presentations are based on and include

Scripture, the lives of the saints, the Catechism of

the Catholic Church and the writings and teachings

of Popes John Paul II and Benedict XVI. No fees or

pre-registration needed. For more information, call

Dennis Teall-Fleming at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26 or

e-mail teallfleming@yahoo.com.

BELMONT — First Saturday Devotions take place

on the first Saturday of each month at Belmont Abbey
Basilica, 100 Belmont-Mt. Holly Rd. Devotion begins

at 9:30 a.m. with the recitation of the rosary, followed

by reconciliation and Mass. For more information,

call Phil or Tern at (704) 888-6050.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council of
Catholic Women will hos^a luncheon May 23 at the

Cardinal Country Club beginning at 1 1 :30 a.m. The
program will feature a performance by the Scottish

Country Dancers. For more information, call Carmen
Wood at (336) 545-9266.

HIGH POINT— Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,

4 145 Johnson St., invites everyone to attend the Third

Annual International Festival, a non-denominational

family event with food, entertainment, music, art,

exhibits and games from around the world. The free

event begins at 4 p.m. May 27. For more information,

contact Larry Kwan at hlkwan@lexcominc.net or

(336) 688-1220.

weapons and weapons technology as

well as ensure nuclear energy would be

used for peacefixl purposes.

Msgr. Banach urged countries to help

create "a climate of confidence and real

cooperation" in international eflForts to stop

the spread of nuclear weapons, and said

it was necessary to set aside individual

interests and work for "collective security"

which, in the end, helps guarantee the

security of individual nations.

Ifthe treaty is to be effective, he said,

provisions must help the international

commimity verify compliance as well as

track and control fissile and radioactive

materials.

Countries stockpiling nuclear

weapons include the United States,

Russia, China, Britain and France. India,

Pakistan and North Korea have carried

out nuclear tests. Israel is suspected of

having a nuclear arms arsenal, while Iran

has been accused of pursuing uranium

enrichment for weapons use.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY— A Charismatic Prayer Group meets

Fridays at 3:30 p.m. in the Glenmary House of

St. William Church, 765 Andrews Rd. join us for

praise music, witness, teaching, prayers and laying

on ofhands for those in need. Forjnore details, call

Gery Dashner at (828) 494-2683.

WINSTOHSALBM VICARIATE

CLEMMONS — Holy Family Church, 4820
Kinnamon Rd., has Eucharistic Adoration each

Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-9 p.m. For more details,

call Donna at (336)940-2558 or Carole at

(336) 766-4530.

CLEMMONS — A Charismatic Prayer Group
meets Mondays at 7:15 p.m. in the eucharistic

chapel of Holy Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon
Rd. Join us for praise music, witness, teaching,

prayers and petition. For more details, call

Jim Passero at (336) 998-7503.

WINSTON-SALEM— The Compassionate Care-

Givers meet the first, third and fifth Thursdays of

each month at St. Benedict the Moor Church, 1625

East 12th St. This group provides affirmation,

support and prayer for people who have cared

for and are caring for loved ones living with

Alzheimer's and any other chronic illnesses. For

more information, call Sister Larretta Rivera-

Williams at (336) 725-9200.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event open to the general public? Deadline

for all submissions for the Diocesan Plan-

ner is 10 days prior to desired publication

date (Fridays). Submit in writing to Karen

A. Evans atkaevans@charlottediocese.org

or fax to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

May 19— 2 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Mark Church, Huntersville

May 20— 11a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of Consolation Church, Charlotte

,

May 21 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. John Neumann Church, Charlotte

May 26 — 10 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Sacred Heart Church, Salisbury

May 26— 2 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Sacred Heart Church, Salisbury

May 27-12:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

May 30— 5 p.m.

Dedication of St. Joan of Arc Church

Asheville

Junel — 11 a.m.

Jubilee Mass for Priests

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Pope OKs stricter norms for mandatory

feast days in church calendar

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

Benedict XVI has approved stricter

guidelines for determining which saints

will be remembered with mandatory

feast days.

The General Roman Calendar, the

universal schedule of holy days and feast

days for the Latin rite of the Catholic

Church, is so packed that more selectivity

is needed, according to new norms and a

commentary published in the official

bulletin of the Congregation for Divine

Worship and the Sacraments.

The pope determines who makes

the universal calendar based on
recommendations from the congregation,

the commentary said. And, according to

the new norms published in the bulletin

in mid-May, those recommendations will

be more difficult to obtain.

"A saint can be inserted in the general

calendar because of the significant

and universal importance of his or her

spiritual message and effectiveness as an

example for a broad category ofmembers
of the church," said the norms, approved

by Pope Benedict in December.

Special consideration will be given

to saints from countries not already

represented in the general calendar

and from imderrepresented categories,

such as laypeople, married couples and

parents, the norms said.

In addition, the norms said, 10

years should have passed since the

canonization ceremony to ensure
ongoing, widespread devotion.

The process for adding a candidate,

it said, should begin with a two-thirds

favorable vote from the bishops'

conference where the saint was bom,
lived or died.

"The numerous beatifications and

canonizations celebrated in the past

few years by the supreme pontiff have

underlined concretely the multiple

manifestations ofholiness in the church,"

the commentary said.

But, it said, hundreds of new saints

also has meant greater competition for

the limited free dates on the universal

calendar, dates used to remember saints

with a local importance and to keep

the tradition of remembering Mary on

Saturdays not already dedicated to an

obligatory feast.

In his more than 26-year pontificate.

Pope John Paul II proclaimed more
than 480 saints; by comparison, all of

his predecessors between 1594 and

1978 canonized a combined total of

302 saints.

Pope Benedict XVI added his 10th

saint to the church's rolls when he

presided over a canonization May 11

in Brazil.

The year does not have enough days

to include all the saints in the universal

calendar, particularly when Simdays and

holy days are subtracted.

The congregation's commentary
said, "it will be difficult in the future to

make further additions if certain criteria

are not rigorously applied."

Faith at Fatima

CNS PHOTO BY Nacho Doce, Reuters

The statue of Our Lady of Fatima is carried May 1 3 through a crowfd of pilgrims at the shrine built in her

honor in central Portugal. Hundreds of thousands of pilgrims joined in celebrations marking the 90th

anniversary of the first apparition of the Virgin Mary to three shepherd children. Lucia dos Santos and

her cousins, Francisco and Jacinta Marto, received the first of several visions of Mary May 13, 1917.

For May crownings in the Diocese of Charlotte, see page 4.

ATTENTION READERS
The Catholic News & Herald is beginning its bi-weekly publishing

schedule for June, July and August. As such, there will be no issue

next Friday, May 25. Our next issue will be Friday, June 1

.
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Honoring Mary Celebrating Communion

Courtesy Photo

Eighth-grader Nick Hopkins assists second-grader Emily Gamble as she places a crown of flowers on a

statue of Mary outside St. Michael School in Gastonia May 14. The crowning was part of the school's

annual May procession.

After Mass in St. Michael Church, Father Roger Arnsparger, pastor, and the second-graders— dressed

in their first Communion clothes— led the school in the procession to the statue for the crowning. Pre-

kindergarten through eighth-grade took part in the songs and prayers.

The month of May is devoted to Mary and is traditionally celebrated with a crowning and praying the

rosary

Courtesy Photo

Madeline Wise, a fifth-grader at St. Ann School in Charlotte, followed by Father Frank O'Rourke, pastor

of St. Ann Church, and flanked by students in their first Communion attire, leads the school's annual

May procession into the church May 1 5. Madeline, assisted by fifth-grader Jessica Fielder, was selected

to crown a statue of Mary in the church during Mass celebrated by Father O'Rourke.

135,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here'?

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, tool /TIthc j 1 1 •

d^atholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now! M—nP

Courtesy Photo

Father Walter Williams, pastor of St. Mary Mother of God Church in Sylva, is pictured with communicants

who made their first Communion at the church May 6. Pictured with Father Williams are Daniela Berenice,

Acosta Diego Armando Acosta, Benjamin Eliaz, Elizabeth Ann McElroy, Emma Grace Raleigh, Luke Sipler,

Matthew Klaus, Philippe Toedt, Lorena Yanez, Eliseo Puebia, Rocio Puebia and Nancy Puebla.

Courtesy Photo

Father Tien Duong, pastor of Our Lady of the Mountains Church in Highlands, is pictured with communicants

during their first Communion celebration at the church May 6. Pictured with Father Duong is (from left)

Bailey Ann-Marie Lica, Emily Erin Crowe, Eden Elizabeth Ingate and James Francis Walsh.
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Symptoms, causes of

domestic violence explored
VIOLENCE, from page 1

Words from a battered wife begin

"When I call for help: A Pastoral Response

to Domestic Violence Against Women,"
which the U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops (USCCB) published in 2002.

"How interesting that our bishops

would begin their pastoral letter to us

with the voice of a woman," Augustinian

Father Francis J. Doyle said during his

presentation, "Domestic Violence: Does

Faith Formation Have an Answer?" at

the Catholic Conference Center May 10.

The Diocese of Charlotte's Office of

Faith Formation sponsored the program,

attended by 25 parish catechetical leaders

and others involved in faith formation.

Pastor of St. Margaret of Scotland

Church in Maggie Valley, Father Doyle

is chairman of the Haywood County

Domestic Violence Task Force and a

board member of REACH of Haywood
Coimty, a nonprofit agency addressing

issues of advocacy and counseling for

domestic-violence victims.

Faith formation has part of the

answer, Father Doyle said, but it's a

collaborative answer in conjunction with

churches, as well as agencies that work to

stop domestic violence.

TYPES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
FaithTrust lists four basic types of

domestic violence:

— Physical assault: Including shoving,

pushing, restraining, hitting, orkicl<ing.

Physical assaults may occur frequently

or infrequently, but in many cases

they tend to escalate in severity and

frequency over time.

— Sexual assault: Any time one partner

forces sexual acts which are unwanted

or declined by the other partner.

— Psychological assault: Includes

isolation from family and friends, forced

financial dependence, verbal and

emotional abuse, threats, intimidation,

and control over where the partner

can go and what she can do.

— Attacks against property and pets:

Destruction of property which may
include household objects or treasured

objects belonging to the victim, hitting the

walls, or abusing or killing beloved pets.

The Catholic Church hasn't always

engaged this issue. In fact, he said, "This

is the first time I've been invited to a

Catholic-sponsored event on this topic."

"I've been ordained 12 years and this

is the first (Catholic Church) organized

class I've ever heard of (on domestic

violence)," said Deacon Frederick

Scarletto of Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in High Point.

Domestic violence crosses all

economic, education and social strata,

and all religious denominations. It used to

be called "battered women syndrome" but

is now referred to as "domestic violence"

because victims include men, children,

elderly parents and parents ofteenagers.

However, according to the FaithTrust

Institute, which focuses on ending sexual

and domestic violence, "statistics show
that 95 percent of domestic violence

victims are women."
"Domestic violence is a pattern of

violent and coercive behavior exercised

by one adult in an intimate relationship

over another," FaithTrust notes. "It is

not 'marital conflict,' 'mutual abuse,'

'a lovers' quarrel,' or 'a private family

matter.' It may consist ofrepeated severe

beatings, or more subtle forms of abuse,

including threats and control."

The Catechism of the Catholic

Church defines marriage as "a covenant

or partnership for life between a man
and woman, which is ordered to the

well-being of the spouses and for the

procreation and upbringing of the

children. When validly contracted

between two baptized people, marriage

is a sacrament."

Types ofviolence

FaithTrust lists four basic types of

domestic violence: physical assault,

sexual assault, psychological assault, and

attacks against property and pets.

But why stay in such a relationship?

Because the abuser promises —
repeatedly— never to do it again.

Or, one or more of these: The victim

fears being on her own and making a

new life for herself, doesn't want her

children to be without a father, has no

place to go, lacks financial resources or

job skills, doesn't know where to seek

help, or is embarrassed to admit she's in

a bad marriage.

Abbotswood Senior LiviNcj
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^B
reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Dehcious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals withNO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBCffSWOOD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Augustinian Father Francis 1. Doyle chats with Doni luarez of Good Shepherd Church in King during

"Domestic Violence: Does Faith Formation Have an Answer?" at the Catholic Conference Center May 1 0.

Power and control

Leaving is dangerous. A woman
leaves seven to nine times making the

final break, but when she does make that

break she's 75 percent more likely to

be killed by her abuser than if she had

remained in the relationship.

"When she makes the break, she's in

the greatest danger she's ever been in,"

Father Doyle said. "Domestic violence is

aboutpower and control. When she takes

control of her life, he's lost control and

his reaction is even more violent."

Then there are religious beliefs.

Friends or clergy may tell a woman that

the abuse is "your cross in life," "God's

will," or punishment for a past sin.

"The first thing some pastors (ask the

victim) is, 'What did you do wrong?'"

Father Doyle said.

The bishops disagree: "As pastors of

the Catholic Church in the United States,

we state as clearly and strongly as we
can that violence against women, inside

and outside the home is never justified.

Violence in any form— physical, sexual,

psychological or verbal— is sinfiil; often

it is a crime as well."

Abusive husbands sometimes use

Bible texts, such as Ephesians 5:22,

"Wives should be subordinate to their

husbands to justify abuse. However,

as the bishops point out, "the passage (v.

21-33) refers to the mutual submission of

husband and wife out of love for Christ."

They also "emphasize that no person

is expected to stay in an abusive marriage.

Some abused women believe that church

teaching on the permanence of marriage

requires them to stay in an abusive

relationship. They may hesitate to seek a

separation or divorce. They may fear that

they cannot remarry in the church.

"Violence and abuse, not divorce,

break up a marriage. We encourage

abused persons who have divorced to

investigate the possibility of seeking

an annulment," say the bishops. "An
annulment ... can frequently open the

door to healing."

Education and counseling

More education about domestic

violence is needed among Catholics

clergy and laity. Father Doyle said.

"One of the reasons I got involved

is because you don't hear about the

Catholic Church getting involved in this

issue," he said. "This topic was never

touched on in my seminary education.

There's not a priest in this diocese who's

had seminary training on this. Our whole

emphasis has been on keeping couples

together. It can result in the death of one

of the partners."

The bishops, and those involved in

working with domestic-violence victims,

state that safety of the victim and her

children is paramount.

Then, as the bishops note, "In dealing

with people who abuse, church ministers

need to hold them accountable for their

behavior. They can support the person

as he seeks specialized counseling to

change his abusive behavior. Couple

coimseling is not appropriate and can

endanger the victim's safety."

The reason is that the abuser can

retaliate against his partner with worse

abuse because of what she said in the

counseling session.

And Father Doyle said, "Until

(Catholic abusers) hear aRoman Catholic

priest say this behavior is a crime, they're

not going to take responsibility."

Restoration of the relationship is

possible only if the abuser permanentiy

stops all abuse. Ifthat doesn't happen, the

victim can be helped to "mourn the loss of

the relationship," the bishops state.

It is important to listen to a woman
and believe her when she says she's

being abused. There are also signs.

"You may never have suspected that

this church-going, first-pew family, that

it's a whole different scene at home,"

Father Doyle said. "A child is falling

asleep in class (because) he's been up

all night and he's been terrified not only

from seeing a gun pulled on his mother

but from trying to protect her."

If a woman wears long sleeves and

long pants in hot weather, or sunglasses

when the sun isn't shining, or seems

submissive aroimd her husband, she may
be an abuse victim.

Churches can help in a number of

ways, including helping victims find

safe shelters and counseling, taking

up monthly collections for shelters,

addressing domestic violence during

marriage preparation and praying for

victms during Mass.

When he does this. Father Doyle

said, "Invariably a woman will come up

to me after Mass and say she's been in

that situation in the past and will offer

to help."
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Dinner, dancing help raise funds

for Latino Family Center
fflGH POINT— The Latino Family

Center ofCatholic Social Services in High

Point recently held a dinner-dance to raise

fiinds for summer camp opportunities for

Hispanic youths in the area.

A hundred people attended the

May 4 event, held at Immaculate Heart

of Mary Church in High Point, which

provided Latin food and lessons in Latin

dance steps.

A second event, the 5K Race to

Embrace in June, will also raise fiands for

summer activities.

The Latino Family Center provides

programs and services to help local

Hispanics intgrate into the community

as full participants in and contributors

to society, according to Tania Hoeller,

program director.

The center provides a Family
Literacy Program for families at the

parish, in which parents learn English

and the children do their homework.
Staff provide translation, information

and referral assistance, and outreach

according to need.

Programs for boys and girls help

the youths develop leadership skills

and live free of drugs, smoking and

sexual activity.

Thesummercamps include language-

and math-skill building, art enrichment

and music. St. Mary Episcopal Church

and the Theater Arts Gallery in High
Point are assisting the center with these

enrichment activities.

CouRTBY Photo by Ann Kilkelly

Greensboro-area dance teachers Elizabeth and Scott Tomlin demonstrate Latin steps to kick off the

evening of dancing at the Latino Family Center's dinner dance, held at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church

in High Point May 4.

AHENTION READERS!

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?

Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people who

are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us.

Contact Staff Writer Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
ofJune

Rev. Msgr. Richard Allen 2005

Rev. Guy E. Morse 2000

Rev. Msgr. Roueche 2000

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Helping hands in Henderson County

Courtesy Photo

Bruce Harris (left), Operation LAMB director, and Grand Knight Neil Boland (center)

of Knights of Columbus Immaculate Conception Council 7184 in Hendersonville

present a check to Jane Griggs and Superintendent Stephen Page ofHenderson County

Public Schools.

The Knights council distributed more than $11,000 funds collected during the 2006

Operation LAMB campaign to area organizations that work with the mentally

challenged.

Knights ofColumbus councils conduct Operation LAMB (Least Among My Brethren,

takenfrom the Gospel ofMatthew) throughout the United States to help the mentally

challenged. Contributions were collected through the annual "Tootsie Roll Campaign
"

heldAugust through December.

There are more than 12,100 Knights ofColumbus in North Carolina.

gov

Come and join ns for a Spiritual Retreat!

"Be Not Afraid"
Accepting Gotl's Love,

Healing, Forgiveness and Blessings

July 13-15

Friday (register 8-9am) tkrougli Sunday

St. Jolm Neumann Cliurcli, Cliarlotte
SpeaRers

Ned Dou^kerty - author of Tke Fast Lane, a celestial encounter tkat cliangeJ kis

life(www.fastlanetokeaven.com)

Rev. Russell Ortega, OSA - pastor of St. Jokn Neumann and retreat spiritual

director

Rev. Deogratis Rwegasira, A.J. - St. Bernard Ckurck, Easton, Pa; Missionary of

Soutk Africa

Dr. Cris Villapando — Diocesan Director of Faitk Formation Program; instructor

of moral tkeology for lay ministry programs

Darcy M. Takotako, MD — Catkolic lay minister for apologetics; professor of

oplitlialmology; servant of tke Lord

Bill MiUigan — pariskioner of St. Jokn Neumann; kuskand, fatker, grandfatker,

soldier, teacker, coack, lay minister and businessman

Ferdinand Roccanti — Catkolic lay evangelist; poor, unakle to read, kecomes a

millionaire, gives it all away; kas doukle vision and kecomes a spiritual artist

Flor Ackong — orpkaned on streets of Costa Rica, now klessed witk spiritual gifts

Cost for all 3 days: $35 (snacks daily, Sat. nigkt dinner)

Registration deadline: June 15

Info: Stepkanie Alder: 704-365-2209 or Betk Manning: 704-779-0257
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Avoid 'compromised' message in

sex education, cardinal says
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The

chairman ofthe U.S. bishops' Committee

on Pro-Life Activities urged two
congressional committees to maintain

current funding levels for abstinence

education and said programs thatpromote

"safe sex" and contraception offer young

people a "compromised" message.

In a May 9 letter to members of

the House and Senate Appropriations

committees. Cardinal Justin Kigali of

Philadelphia said the more than 500

abstinence programs currently in place

in the U.S. "form character and educate

our youth about the decisions they face,

empow^ering them to make healthy

choices that do not jeopardize their

health and future."

But for every $1 the federal

government spends on abstinence

education through the Adolescent
Family Life Act, Title V of the Personal

Responsibility and Work Opportunity

Reconciliation Act of 1996 and the

Community-BasedAbstinenceEducation

Program, it spends $12 on "'safe sex' and

contraceptive programs," he said.

"While programs incorporating

the latter emphasis are sometimes
called 'comprehensive' sex education,

they are more accurately described as

compromised education: The abstinence

message is mentioned but then
xmdermined with the false message that

premature sexual experimentation does

no real harm if steps are taken to avoid

pregjiancy," Cardinal Kigali wrote.

If th& federal government makes
"that 'comprehensive' or internally

divided approach" the norm in U.S.

C
C

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzjma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

CNS PHOTO BY Nano Wikhk

Cardinal Justin RIgali of Philadelphia recently urged

two congressional committees to maintain current

funding levels for abstinence education.

sex education, "the result will not

be to expand diversity and pluralism

in this field but to eliminate it," the

cardinal said.

"Catholic schools and other

organizations truly dedicated to the

message of personal responsibility

and abstinence before marriage will

be unable to participate in government

programs," he added. "America's yoimg
people would be the real victims of this

misguided approach."

The cardinal's letter was sent as

the House and Senate committees were

beginning discussions of appropriations

bills for fiscal 2008.

Pilgrimages to

EWTN
and Shrine of

the Most Blessed Sacrament

June 19-21
with Fr. John Starczewski of

Our Lady of Grace Church
Greensboro

AND

July 31-Aug 2
with Ft. James Stuhrenberg of

St. Mark Church
Huntersville

Pick ups: Winston-Salem, Greensboro,

Charlotte, Huntersville

Call Patti Dameron
(336)413-8127

(These are privately-sponsored trips,

not eiffiliated with the Diocese of

Charlotte.)

Jo/n our Ontom Congr^^tlon to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHERl
As priests and /ay men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

i» Find out more about serving God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 11 586
Rock Hill, SC 2973 1-1 586

N.C. bishops

table propose
BILL, from page 1

curriculum with an abstinence-

based, comprehensive sexuality

education curriculum.

"We wish to go on record strongly

opposing this bill and want you to know
that we will do everything in our power to

activate the Roman Catholics of our state

to lobby their legislators to oppose the

passage ofthis bill," the bishops wrote.

"This is not an action we would take

lightly," they added.

Introduced March 20, 2007, House
Bill 879 would require public schools to

offer comprehensive, medically accurate,

non-discriminatory sexuality education

in grades seven and eight and once in

high school.

"The proposed bill would essentially

teach that all sex between two people

is equal, whether couples are married

or unmarried, or of the same sex," said

David Hains, communications director

for the Diocese of Charlotte.

Current law states that local school

districts may expand the abstinence

curriculum after a public review under

the auspices of the local Board of

Education. Since 1995, only 10 out of

hope to

dbiU
"We will do everything in our

power to activate the Roman
Catholics of our state ... to

oppose the passage of this bill."

— Bishops Peter J. Jugis

and Michael F. Burbidge

1 1 5 districts have voted to expand it.

The bill would make the health

education curriculum mandatory in all

school districts.

The present law, which endorses

abstinence before marriage, has shown
positive results in North Carolina, the

bishops said in their letter.

"It covers the consequences ofsexual

activity by adolescents thoroughly. It

allows for comprehensive sex education

to be added at the level of local school

districts," they wrote.

"Although we disagree with much
of the materials presently contained

in the curriculum for comprehensive

sex education allowed in our state, we
believe the present law is vastly better

than this proposed bill," they said.

The letter, signed by Bishops Jugis

and Burbidge, was delivered to Hackney

and to the 52 members who comprise

House committee on education.

Bishops get draft of

education in chaste
WASHINGTON (CNS) —

"Education for chastity is more than a

call to abstinence," says a draft document

being studied by the U.S. Catholic bishops

in preparation for a vote this fall.

Sent out to the bishops at the end

of April, the draft is titled "Catechetical

Formation in Chaste Living: Guidelines

for Curriculum Design and Publication."

"Parents are called to ensure that

their children's education in human
sexuality occurs within the context of

the moral principles and truths of the

church," it says.

It adds that parents are "the primary

but not the exclusive educators of

their children" and that the invitation

to other educators "to carry out their

responsibilities in the name ofthe parents

arises from the consent and authorization

of the parents."

"Education for chastity, sustained

by parental example and prayer, is

absolutely essential to develop authentic

maturity, teach respect for the body and

foster an understanding of the nuptial

meaning of the body," it says.

The 14-page draft document
was developed by the Committee on
Catechesis of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops, chaired by Archbishop

Donald W. Wuerl of Washington.

In a cover letter to the bishops.

Archbishop Wuerl invited them to

consult with diocesan staff members or

others and to submit responses from their

diocese by July 1 so that the committee

will have time to prepare a final draft for

the bishops to consider at their November
national meeting in Baltimore.

guidelines for

living

Msgr. Daniel Kutys, deputy secretary

for catechesis in the USCCB Department

of Education, said the committee did not

go into questions of appropriate age for

specific aspects of education for chaste

living, leaving that to the experience of

publishers. The point ofthe guidelines, he

said, is to stress that catechetical education

should be dealing with questions of faith,

virtue and moral life and not involve

questions of biology and other sciences

except to the extent necessary.

In family life materials for yoimger

children, he said, many catechetical

programs put any physiological

discussions in a parent segment.

The guidelines outline what elements

of the church's teaching should be

included as components of education for

chaste living, starting with the scriptural

account ofhuman beings being created in

God's own image and created for love.

The guidelines address the role of

pastors in ensuring "that the education and

formation ofthe young in human sexuality

is in accord with the church's teaching."

Other parts of the document address

the role of parents, the role of teachers

and catechists and the role of publishers.

It cites some "special issues of

concern," saying that "serious offenses

against chastity are identified because

of their prevalence in our society today

and the particular dangers they pose to

chaste living."

Listed among the special issues are

pornography, the contraceptive mentality

and practice, premarital and extramarital

sex, cohabitation, sexual abuse,homosexual

activity and same-sex unions.
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Pope tells Latin Americans to

meet challenges by focusing

on Jesus
BRAZIL, from page 1

people, the canonization of the first

Brazilian-bom saint, and the inauguration

of the Fifth General Conference of

the Bishops of Latin America and the

Caribbean.

The pope cited inroads by secularism,

threats against the family and the

institution of marriage, and an erosion

of traditional Latin America values and

said that in response the church needs

to put greater emphasis on the religious

education of its own members.

One big reason the evangelical sects

have attracted Catholics, he told Brazilian

bishops, is that many Catholics are

insufficiently evangelized and their faith

is weak, confused and easily shaken.

In a country where televangelists

have had great success with simplistic

religious messages, the pope did not hold

out any easy solutions.

Instead, he said, the church should

conduct "a methodical evangelization

aimed at personal and communal fidelity

to Christ."

Firm doctrinal content is essential

to faith formation, he said, and at nearly

every stop he suggested wider use of the

Catechism of the Catholic Church.

The crowds that showed up for papal

events were enthusiastic but smaller than

foreseen by trip planners in Brazil, the

largest Catholic country in the world.

There were empty spaces at both

of his outdoor Masses, and the crowds

along some of his motorcade routes

were sparse.

Intense itinerary

The papal trip began May 9 with an

inflight press conference that prompted

controversy when the pope, in response

to a question, appeared to support

the idea of excommunication for pro-

abortion politicians.

The Vatican later released a toned-

down version of the papal comments.

In Brazil, where pressures have been

growing for legalized abortion, the pope

mentioned protection of the unborn at

several of his events, including a Sao

Paulo airport welcoming ceremony
attended by Brazilian President Luiz

Inacio Lula da Silva.

The pope told the president and

assembled dignitaries that he had come

to help reinforce Christian values and

counter new threats to the poor, the

abandoned and the unborn.

"I am well aware that the soul ofthis

people, as ofall LatinAmerica, safeguards

values that are radically Christian, which

will never be eradicated," he said.

On May 10, the pope joined some

40,000 young people in a Sao Paulo

soccer stadium for song, dance, prayer

and a lengthy papal speech that laid out

arguments for Christian virtue.

He warned against sexual infidelity,

drug use and unethical routes to success

and told the youths to live their lives

"with enthusiasm and with joy, but most

of all with a sense of responsibility."

The choreographed encounter was
billed as an emotional highlight of the

papal visit. The pope hugged some of

the young people who spoke, but looked

somewhat reserved throughout the event.

Although he had no problem
pronouncing his Portuguese speech,

there was no spontaneous banter with

the crowd.

At a Mass May 11 on a Sao Paulo

airfield, the pope canonized St. Antonio

Galvao, an 18th-century Franciscan

known for his charitable work among the

poor and sick.

The pope said the saint's dedication

to God and purity should be exemplary

in a modem age "so full of hedonism."

"The world needs transparent lives,

clear souls, pure minds that refuse to be

perceived as mere objects of pleasure.

It is necessary to oppose those elements

of the media that ridicule the sanctity of

marriage and virginity before marriage,"

he said.

On May 12 the pope rode deep

into the Brazilian countryside to visit

Fazenda da Esperanca, or Farm ofHope,

a church-run drug rehabilitation center.

After listening to emotional
testimonials from recovering addicts,

the pope warned dmg dealers that they

will face God's judgment for the human
damage they have inflicted.

Compared to the first days of the

trip, the pope looked more at ease on

the grounds of the farm, where he

was cheered by 3,000 volunteers and

residents and was given a group hug by

four children.

That evening, he was even more
animated when he met with thousands

of priests, seminarians, religious and lay

movement members in the Basilica of

Our Lady Aparecida, Latin America's

race
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

140 1 Patton Ave. 72 l^ng Shoals Road

AsheviUe, NC Arden, N(

,

(828) 252-3535 (828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com
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Pope Benedict XVI greets the faithful as he leaves St. Benedict Monastery in Sao Paulo, Brazil,

May 10.

biggest Marian shrine.

After praying the rosary, the pope gave

a spiritual pep talk that was repeatedly

interrupted by applause, telling the

congregation: "The church is our home.

This is our home. In the Catholic Church

we find all that is good."

At Mass outside the basilica the

next day, the pope appeared to draw

a distinction between the Catholic

Church's missionary approach and the

aggressive proselytizing by evangelical

sects, which have flourished in

Latin America.

"The church does not engage in

proselytism. Instead, she grows by
attraction," the pope said.

By living charity day in and day out,

he said. Christians release "an irresistible

power which is the power of holiness."

This is the center of the missionary task,

he said.

Key points to bishops

Before leaving Brazil, the pope
delivered a lengthy opening address to

the bishops' general conference, a speech

that was greatly anticipated by the more

than 260 participants.

The pope made several key points:

— The church best contributes to

solving social and political problems

by promoting a moral consensus on

fundamental values — which must
come before the constmction of just

social stmctures.

— Among Catholics, the bishops

should give priority to Sunday Mass and

more intense faith formation of yoimg

people and adults.

— Both Marxism and capitalism

have failed to deliver on their ideological

promises to build a better world, largely

because they are systems divorced fi-om

individual morality.

Along with his critique of capitalism

and the growing rich-poor gap, the pope

warned that globalization risks creating

vast monopolies and treating profit as

"the supreme value."

— The evangelization of the

Americas was not the "imposition of

a foreign culture," and any attempt to

retrieve pre-Colombian indigenous

religions would be "a step backward" for

Latin Americans.
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SaturdaVy June 2 6:30 - 10:30 pm
BLACK JACK - POKER St. Ann's Catholic Church
ROULETTE - MUSIC 3635 Park Road, Charlotte
LIGHT SNACKS - DJ (corner of Hillside Avenue)

Tickets $5
(704) 523-4641

$10 for 20 chips
$20 for 50 ch'ps- available at door
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Brazilians' devotion to Our Lady Aparecida

dates to 1717
APARECIDA, Brazil (CNS) —

Even before Pope Benedict XVI arrived

May 11, this city of 35,000 people in a

valley about 100 miles northeast of Sao

Paulo was accustomed to receiving large

crowds of pilgrims.

Every Oct. 12, at least 100,000

people arrive to celebrate the feast ofOur
Lady Aparecida, Brazil's patroness.

Since 1717, when three local men
fished an image ofMary fi-om the Paraiba

River, Aparecida has been a pilgrimage

destination. More than 7 million people

now aimually visit the Basilica of the

National Shrine of Our Lady Aparecida.

Shops nearby are filledwith souvenirs,

including replicas of the original statue of

a dark-skiimed Mary wearing a dark-blue

cape with gold decorations typical of

South American colonial art.

The earliest sites of the devotion

to Our Lady Aparecida — so named
because she "appeared" to the fishermen

— were small grottos or chapels built by

the fishermen's families. By 1745, the

statue had become known as miraculous,

and a small, colonial-style church was
built on a hilltop to house it.

That church, near the bus station, is

often the first one that pilgrims see, but

the number of pilgrims visiting every

year has far outstripped its capacity.

In 1955, Brazil's bishops decided to

build a larger basilica. The new structure,

still under construction, was consecrated

by Pope John Paul II in 1980, during his

first visit to the country.

That is the basilica where Pope
Benedict XVI prayed the rosary with

Brazilian priests and religious May 12

and which served as the backdrop for the

outdoor Mass he celebrated May 13 to

open a meeting of Latin American and

Caribbean bishops.

The devotion to Our Lady Aparecida

is widespread throughout Brazil, and

"Aparecida" is a common name for girls.

More than 330 Brazilian parishes and

five cathedrals are also dedicated to Our
Lady Aparecida.

Harvesting hope
Pope tells addicts that

drug dealers will face

God's judgment

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

GUARATINGUETA, Brazil — In

a meeting with recovering Brazilian

drug addicts. Pope Benedict XVI said

drug dealers will face God's judgment

for the damage' they have inflicted on

individuals and society.

The pope made the remarks during

a visit May 12 to Fazenda da Esperanca,

or Farm of Hope, a church-run drug

rehabilitation center in rural Brazil.

After listening to emotional
testimonials fi-om young men and women
who have struggled to break fi-ee of drug

and alcohol dependency, the pope urged

those helped by the center to become
"ambassadors ofhope" to other addicts.

The pope said the statistics on drug

abuse in Brazil were alarming and that the

rest of Latin America is not far behind.

"I therefore urge the drug dealers

to reflect on the grave harm they are

inflicting on countless young people and

on adults from every level of society,"

he said.

"God will call you to account for

your deeds. Human dignity carmot be

trampled upon in this way," he said.

The pope spoke from a thatch-roofed

platform to about 3,000 people who
gathered on the grounds of the 40-acre

farm, where residents grow vegetables

and raise livestock.

The pontiff arrived after a long

drive deep into the heart of the southern

Brazil countryside, where rich valleys

alternated with wooded hills. Farmsteads

along the route decorated their driveways

in yellow and white, the Vatican colors.

The Farm of Hope was founded in

1983 by a German Franciscan, Father

Hans Stapel. Today, it is a movement
with 33 centers around the world, helping

drug addicts, unwed mothers, homeless

and young people infected with HIV.

The main center near the Brazilian

city of Guaratingueta ministers to about

100 addicts. Many of them arrive there

after trying and failing with other rehab

treatments.

Filipe Kenji Diniz, a 27-year-old

from Curitiba who sat near the papal

stage, said he tried for 12 years to

kick his drug habit, which began with

alcohol and ended with crack cocaine.

He entered three hospital programs and

took substitute chemicals, but it did not

work, he said.

He had heard about Farm of Hope,

so he decided to try it.

"Here the method was different,"

he said.

"I learned to talk to God— to pray.

And when I talked to God, I found that

I stayed very calm, and I didn't need the

drugs anymore," he said.

Five men and women stood before

the pope and read testimonials about

their experience at the farm. Antonio

Eleuterio Neto described how his drug

addiction since age 12 was broken when
he was offered friendship and trust and

was able to discover the importance of

God in his life.

in Brazil

CNS PHOTO BY Tony Gentile, Reuters

Pope Benedict XVI embraces a group of children

during his visit to Fazenda da Esperanca (Farm of

Hope) drug rehabilitation center in Guaratingueta,

Brazil, May 12. The Franciscan-founded facility

treats mostly those who have failed to kick their

addiction in other programs.

"God will call you
to account for your

deeds. Human dignity

cannot be trampled

upon this way."

— Pope Benedict XVI

After the young man spoke, the pope

gave him a hug.

Sylvia Hartwich, a 20-year German
immigrant, cried when describing her

struggle with drugs and anorexia, which

she overcame after being approached by
three members of Farm of Hope.

Today, she works as a volunteer in a

German branch of the movement.

Ricardo Correa Ribeirinha, the

son of a prostitute, told of his personal

experiences of sniffing glue, taking

cocaine and smoking crack, and of the

devastation caused society by the drug

trade and the violence that surrounds it.

People thought he would end up in

jail or in an early grave, but he broke free

after joining Farm of Hope, he said.

In his taUc, Pope Benedict praised

the center's approach of combining
medical and psychological assistance

with prayer, manual work and personal

discipline. When dealing with addiction,

he said, it was important to treat the soul

as well as the body.

The personnel at the center, he

emphasized, are carrying out a work of

conversion as well as rehabilitation.

Farm of Hope says its success rate

with addict rehabilitation is more than

80 percent, far better than other similar

programs in Brazil.

Before leaving, the pope gave a gift

of $ 1 00,000 to the center.

CNS photo by Tony Gentile, Reuters

Pope Benedict XVI celebrates Mass in front of the Basilica of the National Shrine of Our Lady Aparecida

in Aparecida, Brazil, May 1 3. A crowd of about 1 50,000 attended the service.

miK WHERE JESUS WALKED ON A

DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMAGE TO

THEHOLYLAND
November 6 ~ 15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation andPastor, St Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic yth

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily Mass at many of the

historical sites of our faith.

Highlights include:

- Tiberias, Ml Carmel, Sea of Galilee area

- Mt Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boyhood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jerusalem area: Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane,

Via Dolorosa, Lord's Tomb at Church of tfie Holy Sepulchre,

Mount Zion, Upper Room, DormitionAbbey Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,399 (before July 29) from Charlotte includes airfere, most meals,

first class hotels and all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 foj registration.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

'Sign of God for all humans'
Withfirst book as pope, Benedict seeks to

enrich views on Jesus
(CNS) — Pope Benedict XVI

believes that a serious gap has developed

between two classic and complementary

ways of describing Jesus.

His new book, "Jesus of Nazareth,"

the first he has published since his election

as pontifftwo years ago, attempts to close

that gap and to reclaim what he considers

to be a proper understanding of Jesus.

At the outset, the pope makes it

clear that this book (one of two he plans

to write on the subject) reflects his own
opinions which are not necessarily those

of the magisterium — the church's

oflhcial teaching office.

The book is solely "an expression of

my personal search 'for the face of the

Lord' (Ps 27:8). Everyone is free, then,

to contradict me. I would only ask my
readers for that initial good will without

which there can be no understanding."

"Jesus ofhistory" and "Christ offaith"

have long served as parallel terms for

describing Jesus, Pope Benedict writes in

the foreword. The first aflfirms his humanity

while the second asserts his divinity.

The author feels deeply that too

much modem theology (a lot of it

well-intentioned) has had the effect of

downplaying the supernatural reality of

God and the divinity of Jesus.

Over the past 50 years, the historical-

critical approach to Scripture studies

(while a great gift to biblical scholarship)

has weakened our experience of Jesus as

the core of our faith.

Much has justifiably been made of

the man Jesus as moral teacher, social

revolutionary, inspired religious founder,

prophet and sage. But this has also blurred

our encounter with Jesus as personal lord

and savior who reveals God to us — a

conviction that permeates the Gospels.

The scientific approach to the

Scriptures was an attempt to make God
more accessible and Jesus more amenable

to modem Christians and non-Christians

alike. But it has also led to a relativization

of God and a humanization of Jesus at the

expense of their ideal natures.

Whenthe church fails tocommunicate
the powerfiil "otherness" ofGod revealed

through Jesus, the pope concludes, its

highest public service is compromised.

Pope Benedict believes that there can

Attention: Homeowners...Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Tinie"

You have a busy schedule and value your lime. Mos( plumbing companies w<m't give you a real

appomtment time and keep you waiting ail day for a plumber to show up Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise .^ppoin!ment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecktenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3wavplinTibini^.com Proud member of St. James Church

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MAY 27, 2007

be no true civil society or genuine moral

progress apart from a right understanding

of God.

For that to occur, the church needs

to proclaim to the world a divine vision.

Jesus Christ offers this vision. He is "the

sign of God for all humans." Jesus is the

one to whom all Scripture— Old andNew
Testaments alike — bears witness. We
need to reclaim this Jesus as the word of

God, revealed to us throughout the Bible.

By writing this book, the pope
hopes to foster in his readers "a living

relationship with Jesus."

"Jesus ofNazareth" combines pastoral

and theological vigor. It demonstrates the

author as aman offaith, a refined theologian

and a sincere servant ofGod's people.

The book contains 10 spiritual/

theological reflections, and deals with

themes like the baptism and temptations

of Jesus; his message of the "kingdom

of God" presented in his Sermon on the

Mount; the Lord's Prayer; and his parables.

He called his disciples to accompany him
and to carry on his mission.

The concluding chapters comment
on images of Jesus in John's Gospel, the

significance of Peter's confession and the

meaning of the Transfiguration. In the

concluding reflection Jesus reveals his

true identity.

The contentofeach chapterwill enrich

personal meditation, homily and talk

preparation and ordinary conversation.

Reading this book is not unlike having its

author engage you personally in a college

dorm discussion, or other informal

exchange.

Agreement is not so much his goal as

stimulating engagement and debate.

"Jesus of Nazareth" portrays the

pope as someone who cares deeply and

personally about what we believe.

The author concludes on this

reflective note:

"In the end, man needs just one

thing; but he must first delve beyond his

superficial wishes and longings in order to

learn to recognize what it is that he truly

needs and truly wants. He needs God."

Hoist teaches religion and culture at

the University of Calgary, in Canada's

Alberta province.

May 27, Pentecost Sunday

Cycle C Readings:

1) Acts 2:1-11

Psalm 104: lab, 24ac,

29bc-30, 31,34

2) 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13

3) Gospel: John 20:19-23

Joining together

helps us receive

wholeness of

God's spirit

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

To their credit, every one of the 18

teenagers had chosen to fiilly engage in

the experience of lectio divina— divine

reading. They may have been reluctant to

come on this retreat, but once there they

decided to make the most of it.

Using the ancient prayer form, they

listened to a reading and each shared

aloud what struck them as a significant

word or phrase. The process was repeated

twice more with increased elucidation

each go-roimd.

The reading they used was the first

section of the Nicene Creed.

Later in the retreat they prayed lectio

divina again, this time with the second

section of the creed. Their responses

grew more confident and heartfelt as

they became more comfortable with the

prayer and each other.

In the meantime, their other activities

focused on their personal relationship

with God and with each other as a

community of faith. It was part of
their preparation for the sacrament of
confirmation.

Finally toward the end of the retreat

they prayed lectio divina for a third time,

reading the last part of the creed: "I

believe in the Holy Spirit ..." When their

leader said a final "Amen" at the end
of their meditation, the group remained

quiet for several moments.

Then one teen said, "It's really cool

how we get the same words, but we all

hear something a little different."

Another added, "Yeah, it's like

everybody has a little piece of the

puzzle."

A third person said, "You can
understand a lot more when you get

everyone's different perspectives."

So began a free-flowing discussion

about their basic, shared beliefin God the

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Better than

a teaching on the Holy Spirit, it was an

experience ofthe Holy Spirit provided by
none other than the Spirit itself.

Those young people who a few
months later would receive the fiillness

of the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of

confirmation learned that the Spirit is

given to each according to one's imique

gifts for the sake of all.

Like the disciples in this week's

reading from Acts, each one heard
and responded to God in his or her

own "language." By joining their

understanding together they received the

wholeness of God's Spirit.

Question:

When have you had an experience of

the Holy Spirit that was deepened by your
relationship with others? Describe how
the "pieces of the puzzle" fit together.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 20-26
Sunday (Seventh Sunday of Easter), Acts 7:55-60, Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20, John

17:20-26; Monday, Acts 19:i-8, John 16:29-33; Tuesday (St. Rita of Cascia), Acts 20:17-27,

John 17:1-11; Wednesday, Acts 20:28-38, John 17:11-19; Thursday, Acts 22:30; 23:6-11, John

17:20-26; Friday (St Gregory VII, St. Bede, St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi), Acts 25:13-21,

John 21:15-19; Saturday (St. Philip Neri), Acts 28:16-20, 30-31, John 21:20-25.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 27-JUNE 2

Sunday (Pentecost), Acts 2:1-11, 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13, John 20:19-23; Monday, Sirach

17:20-24, Marl< 10:17-27; Tuesday, Sirach 35:1-12, IVIark 10:28-31; Wednesday, Sirach 36:1,

4-5, 10-17, Mark 10:32-45; Thursday (Visitation of the Virgin Mary), Zephaniah 3:14-18,

Isaiah 12:2-6, Luke 1:39-56; Friday (St. Justin), Sirach 44:1, 9-13, Mark 11:11-26; Saturday

(St. Marcellinus and Peter), Sirach 51 :12-20, Mark 11 :27-33.

CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGES
11 Days Pilgrimage to Poland and Prague. Aug 27-Sep 6, 2007. $2950 pp. Includes 2 nights in

Warsaw, 2 nights Czestrochowa, 3 nights each in Krakow & Prague. Fr. Price Oswalt from OKC

11 Days Italian Shrines. Sep 22-Oct 3, 2007. $2990 pp. Includes 2 nights each in Venice &

Assisi, 3 nights each in Florence & Rome. Visit Padua, Ravenna & Siena. Fr Krempa from

Winchester, VA

12 Days Fatima & Spain. Oct 8-19, $2750 pp. Includes 3 nights each Fatima & Madrid, 2 nights

Santiago de Gompostela, 1 night each in Burgos & Avila. Visit Toledo. Fr That Son from WV.

Includes air from Raleigh, Charlotte and Greensboro; daily breakfast and dinners. Call John

Tagnesi at 888-544-4461.

(These are privately-sponsored trips, not affiliated with the Diocese of Charlotte.)
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The trouble of accessibility
'Tsunami ofpornography' debases human
dignity, archbishop says

"Every computer
terminal is its

pipeline ... literally

deliver pornography
everywhere, to anyone."

'Shrek' sets sail for laughs, good values

• BY DAN MORRIS-YOUNG
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

SAN FRANCISCO — Describing

what he sees as an "electronic tsunami

of pornography," Archbishop George H.

Niederauer of San Francisco told a Utah-

based anti-pornography organization

that pornography "debases the priceless

worth and dignity of each human being

and (God's) gift of human sexuality."

While pornography "is not a new
challenge," the archbishop told members
ofthe Lighted Candle Society at its annual

awards dinner in Salt Lake City May 8,

"the explosive increase in the accessibility

and availability of pornography is new
and deeply troubling."

"Every computer terminal is its

pipeline, and cell phones and other

hand-held devices, many of them
marketed to children and young
people, literally deliver pornography

everywhere, to anyone," he said in his

keynote address.

Archbishop Niederauer was
presented the Lighted Candle Society's

Guardian of the Light Award two years

ago for his work as president of the

Utah Coalition Against Pornography, a

position he held for five years as bishop

of Salt Lake City before being named
archbishop of San Francisco.

The archbishop, who headed the Salt

Lake City Diocese from 1994 to 2005,

reminded his listeners that pornography

"now generates more annual income
than all three major professional sports

combined, and causes as well the world's

fastest growing addiction."

"We have all heard the discouraging

numbers," he said, noting research shows
there are 68 million Internet "search

engine requests for pom sites" every day,

that 70 percent ofmen ages 18 to 24 visit

pom sites each month, that "90 percent

of 8- to 16-year-olds have viewed pom
online," and that "the average age of a

child's first exposure to pomography on
the Intemet is 1 1

."

However, he said, "what should

motivate us most profoundly is not the

amount of pomography there is but

the kind of harm it does. Pomography
assaults human dignity and commodifies

people and human sexuality. Pom starves

— Archbishop

George H. Niederauer

the human soul in its spiritual dimension.

... The human person, an irreplaceable

gift, becomes a throwaway toy."

The archbishop, who chairs the U.S.

bishops' Committee on Communications
and is a member ofthe Pontifical Council

on Social Communications, cautioned

that pornography opponents "need
constantly to explore and articulate

what we are for, not merely what we are

against. Deploring and pointing with

alarm are valid and effective only in light

of what we value and defend."

Much of the archbishop's talk also

addressed the motion picture industry

which, he said, "is capable of so much
beauty and so much trash."

Admitting he has had "a lifelong

love affair with the movies," Archbishop

Niederauer criticized "the nihilism that

reigns in many quarters ofmoviemaking"
today as well as "excessive violence" and
dark portrayals of life.

He called on his listeners, film critics

and moviemakers themselves to be wary
of being cowed by a desire to seem
"supersophisticated."

"The one thing we will not be called

is pmdes, so we laugh nervously at the

vilest sexual aberrations, nod knowingly

at the blackest, sickest kind of humor,

even relish a bit of violence well carried

off," the archbishop said.

"Some of us want to come off as so

worldly-wise that we defend any evil

flashed on-screen by saying, 'Face it, the

world is like that!'" he said.

"Moviegoers can't be sponges," he

added. "Just as in our experiences of

other media, in watching fihns we need
to become our own best filters."

Contributing to this article was
Barbara Stinson Lee in Salt Lake City.

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES
1st Holy Communion Celebrations

Let us help you with gifts and noly reminders for your loved ones as we all celebrate

their contini^ growth in our faith.

Come and visit our Cornelius store. Or, it you'd lil<e us to bring our store to

your parish, please call us for arrangements.

We apologize for any inconvenience you may experience vwth the dosing of our

fttonroe Road store. Please call our Cornelius location and we vinll mal(e every effort

to provide all of your religious gift needs. Our new Chariotte location will be unveiled

very soon and we believe you'll be pleased with the convenience and location.

God bless you during our celebration of this holiest of Holy Seasons.

704r65&9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

maryimmaculata.com

NEW CHARLOHE STORE
LOCATION to be announced very

soon! Watch this space as we unveil

our new location.

CNS PHOTO BY DftE«.lW0RKS

Shrek (voiced by Mike Myers) and Artie (voiced by Justin Timberlake) are seen in "Shrek the Third," a

somewhat darker film than its two predecessors but still with plenty of laughs and a careful emphasis on

good values, such as believing in yourself, sacrificing for others, eschewing violence and trusting in mankind's

innate goodness. The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-ll— adults and adolescents.

The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG— parental guidance suggested, for children.

Pursuing art and morality
Mexican actor gives up fame to

make movies that touch lives

BY DEBORAH GYAPONG
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

OTTAWA— If the story of the rich

young man fi-om the Gospel of Matthew
had a sequel updated for modem times, it

might resemble the life of actor Eduardo

Verastegui, a Catholic who stars in the

film "Bella."

In the Gospel account, Jesus tells the

young man to sell all he has and follow

him, but the man goes away sorrowfial.

In the modem-day sequel, Verastegui

sells all he has and is prepared to give up
his budding acting career to follow Jesus.

Verastegui had reached the zenith

of Mexican celebrity as a soap star

and singer who had toured at least 13

countries to sold-out crowds. His resume

includes everything fi-om appearing as

Jennifer Lopez's love interest in a music

video to the starring role in the 20th

Century Fox movie "Chasing Papi" and

a co-starring role in the independent film

"Meet Me in Miami."

Verastegui also has been listed as

one of the 50 most beautifiil people in the

world in the magazine People en Espanol.

But while studying English in Los
Angeles, he found himself drawn to a

deeper faith in Jesus through the example

of his Catholic teacher, and he began to

see all the reasons he had wanted to be an

actor— fame, money and pleasure— as

empty and vain.

• He said the media portrayal of
Hispanics in general demeaned both men
and women, resembling nothing like the

dignity and beauty of his mother and
sisters in Mexico.

Verastegui said he discovered he had

hurt people through his work, and the

messages in his movies were "poisoning

society."

"It broke my heart," he said. "I

realized I had offended God" and spent

"many months in tears."

Verastegui sold his possessions,

wondering if God was calling him to

be a priest, perhaps in the jungles of

South America. His spiritual adviser,

however, told him: "Hollywood is a

bigger jungle."

He vowed to refiise parts unless they

CNS PHOTO BY Deborah Gyapong, Canadian Catholic News

Eduardo Verastegui is co-founder of Metanoia Films,

which released its debut film, "Bella," last year.

affirmed life and human dignity. For three

years, he went without work, because all

the parts offered him involved the "same
negative stereotypes."

"We are not called to be successful,

we are called to be faithful," Verastegui

said. "I wasn't bom to be famous, or rich;

I was bom to know and love and serve

Our Lord Jesus Christ."

Then in 2004 he met movie producer

Leo Severino while attending daily Mass.

Severino returned to Catholicism in

1 999 while reading Christian apologetics.'-

He began attending daily Mass and found

younger Christians like , himself were

scarce in the mostly anti-religion world

of Hollywood.

Then he noticed another young man at

Mass. Severino said he soon discovered,

"This guy's the Brad Pitt of Mexico."

Not long after their meeting,

Verastegui and Severino co-founded

Metanoia Films with the intention to

produce movies that could change lives

and hearts. "Bella," released in 2006, is

Metanoia's first film.

It won the coveted People's Choice

Award at last fall's Toronto Film Festival.

Severino said the media, especially

film and television, are "shaping our

culture." He said the movie "Million

Dollar Baby" promoted euthanasia and

"Cider House Rules" glorified abortion.

"Natural Bom Killers" influenced

the Virginia Tech shooter, he said.

"Art and morality go hand in hand,"

he said, urging young people to guard

their eyes and ears and their innocence ,

"God does not use evil means," he said.
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ATTENTION READERS!

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?

Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people who

are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us.

Contact Staff Writer Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

SENIOR ACCOUNTING POSITION

The Diocese of Charlotte is accepting applications for a senior accounting position.

Responsibilities include management of a system conversion for 75 locations; analysis of

accounting and financial reporting processes; devetopment and implementation of new solutions

to address current accounting issues; and certain monthly accounting functions. Applicants must

have a Bachetor's Degree in Accounting and a minimum of three years' related experience with

extensive experience w/ith accounting systems. EOE.

Resume and salary history should be emailed by May 31 , 2007 to

sgnell@charlottediocese.org or mailed to: Controller, Diocese of Chariotte,

1123 South Church Street Chariotte, NC. 28203..

Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services

The Catholic Diocese of Richmond seeks an exceptional educational leader in

curriculum design, research based instruction, professional development and

accreditation. The successful candidate must possess current research knowledge, an

understanding in all areas of responsibility and Catholic school leadership, exemplary

communication and relational skills, and a minimum of a master's degree in education,

curriculum or education administration. Additional infonnation is available on the diocesan

website, www.richmonddiocese.org. Please forward cover letter, resunfie and diocesan

application to D.G. Mahanes, Director of Human Resources, Catholic Diocese of

Richmond, 811 Cathedral Place Richmond, Va. 23220 or e-mail

dmahanes@richmonddiocese.org. Application deadline: May 30, 2007.

Director of Preschool

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church in Monroe seeks an energetic self-starter with

strong -administrativeAeaching skills and experience. Candidate must be a practicing

Catholic and available immediately. Bi-lingual in English/Spanish prefenied. Please send

resume to: Rev James W. Cassidy, OSA, Our Lady of Lourdes, 725 Deese Street,

Monroe, NC 28112. (Salary negotiable and commensurate with experience)

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION

St Paul the Apostle Church is a community that is committed to

Intergenerationai Catechesis and is seeking an experienced Director of

Faith Formation. The position will be open as of July 1 , 2007.

Candidate must be a practicing Catiiolic v#i a master's degree in Catholic

theology and a minimum of five years pastoral experience. Send resume

and references to: Susie Barnes, St. Paul tiie Apostie Catholic Church, 2715

Horse Pen Creek Rd, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (336) 294-6149; e-mail

sbames@stpautcc.org.

Confirmation Coordinator

St. Mark Catholic Church in Huntersville, NC is currently looking for a Confirmation

Coordinator This is a part-time position of 25 hoursa week. An ideal candidate for this

position would be a college graduate with a minimum of two years of experience working

in education within a parish or school setting. The candidate should have strong

organizational, communication and computer skills as well as exhibit a high tiireshold of

energy and enttiusiasm for youtii and our Cattiolic faitii. Asti^ng catechetical background

is prefenKi; a successful candidate must be willing to pursue furtiier education tiirough

tiie diocesan certification program and/or an acaedited Cattiolic college or university

program. Resumes and inquiries can be forwarded to dsmith18@bellsoutii.net

Diocese of Richmond-Director for the Hispanic Apostolate

The Cattiolic Diocese of Richmond seeks a Director for tiie Hispanic Apostolate. The

selected individual will collaborate with parishes and diocesan offices in ttie

evangelization, formation and fraining of Hispanics. The Director also collaborates with the

Office for Black Catiiolics and tine Asian Community in order to assess and meet tiie

needs of tiie community. Additional information regarding ttiis opportunity is located on the

diocesan website (vwvw.richmonddiocese.org). Position is open until filled. Interested

applicants should submit a letter of interest and diocesan application to

dmahanes@richmonddiocese.org, or mail to D.G. Mahanes, Director of Human

Resources, Catiiolic Diocese of Richmond, 811 Catiiedral Place, Richmond, VA 23220.

INTERNAL AUDITOR

The Diocese of Chariotte is accepting applications for an internal auditor Responsibilities include

perfi3rming internal audits at kx^ns throughout western North Carolina; providing training lor

parishes, schools and financial councils; and assisting the finance office with financial projects.

Applicants must have a Bachebr's Degree in Accounting, Finance or a related fieW. A CPA or

MBA wouU be a plus. They should also have a minimum of three years related experience,

including two years in public accounting. EOE.

Resume and salary history should mailed by May 31 , 2007 to:

CFO, Diocese of Chariotte,

1123 South Church Street Chariotte, NC 28203.

Classifieds

HOUSEMATE

FREE ROOM/BOARD in Charlotte home for

dependable female willing to care for 3 children

(ages 9,8,7) Mon-Thurs 5pm-midnight, Sat

3:30pm-midnight while single Catholic mother

works. Call Victoria 704-569-0711. JMJ

FOR RENT

LAKE LURE VACATION CABIN: Beautiful

mountain setting inside Lake Lure city limits.

New, spotless, spacious, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths,

wrap-around declc. Spectacular views! Close to

all area activities. Relax for weekend, week or

more. Reasonable. Military discount. No Pets.

828-299-3714

CONDO: Myrtle. Beach. 3 bedroom, 2.5

bath. Available weeks of: 5/26, 6/9, 7/28.

336-924-2842.

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For infonnation, call (704) 370-3332.
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Asheville Catholic students

compete in Declamation Contest
BY CAROLE McGROTTY

CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Students at

Asheville Catholic School celebrated

National Poetry Month in April by

participating in the school's annual

Declamation Contest.

Three students from each class,

including kindergarten students for the

first time this year, were selected by their

teachers to recite a poem by memory to

students, faculty and parents April 26.

The Declamation Contest, which
began in 1988, increases confidence in

public speaking and promotes an interest

in poetry. It is one of the school's many
extracurricular activities, including

Battle of the Books, science and math
fairs and geography bees.

Before the contest, moderator and

parent Julie Cogbum spoke about the

difficulties of public speaking and how
to overcome them.

Three judges selected final winners

fi-omeachgradebasedontheirpresentation,

interpretation, memorization, expression

and stage presence. All students were

given certificates of recognition.

First place winners were James
Lopez, kindergarten; Bailey Cook, first

grade; Armalise Mangone, second grade;

Sarah Elizabeth Michalets, third grade;

Emma Lenderman, fourth grade; Connor

Dalton, fifth grade; Michael Tonner-

Mintier, sixth-grade; Dylan Morris,

seventh grade; and Samantha Goodman,
eighth grade.

Also during the contest, outgoing

parent-faculty association members
received plants in gratitude for their

service during the past school year.

Bishop MeGuinness students

participate in Special Olympics

BUDDIES, from page 1

adults with intellectual disabilities.

During the Spring Games, the Bishop

MeGuinness students worked with their

athlete "buddies," accompanying them
throughout the day and participating with

Coring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNEm SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pinevllle 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

them in various games and competitions,

including alpine skiing, aquatics,

basketball, bowling, floor hockey, golf,

roller skating, soccer, softball and
volleyball.

Melissa Plunkett, a senior at Bishop

McGuiimess, has participated in Special

Olympics for four years.

"It is more that getting out of

school. It makes you feel fortunate about

what you have, and the best part of it is

that every time you participate you walk
away with a new fiiend," said Plunkett.

"We are blessed that Bishop
MeGuinness allows the students to

participate in this event. It brings out

the best in our students," said Maryaim
Tyrer, religion teacher and coordinator

for Special Olympics at the school.

"It really is heartwarming to see

them interact with the children," she

said. "At first some of them participate

just to receive service hours, but they

keep coming back because it is such a

rewarding experience."

This year. Bishop McGuiness
students assisted Forsyth County
Special Olympics in several other

events, including basketball, swimming
and bowling.

Dynamic Parish Seeking Director of Faith Formation

St. Aloysius in Hickory, NC is seeking director of
Faith Formation, The position will be open July 1,

Candidate must be a practicing Catholic with a
Bachelor's Degree in theology or similar discipline

or have the equivalent experience.

Send resume & references to: Search

Committee c/o St, Aloysius Catholic

Church, 921 2nd St, NE, Hickory, NC
28601 or staloysius@charter,net

Math skills benefit children's

hospital

Courtesy Photo

Third-grader Joseph Mellone, pictured with teacher Lynn Ruff, was the top fundraiser in the recent Math-

a-Thon at St. Gabriel School in Charlotte. The fundraiser, coordinated by Ruff, benefits St. Jude Children's

Research Hospital, a pediatric treatment and research facility in Memphis, Tenn. The students collected

pledges and completed math workbooks to raise a total of $1 1 ,078.45 in donations.

(Extended) family support

Courtesy Photo

Third-grader Alexandra Shaney accepts a giant check from Lisa Roy (left), librarian at St. Mark School

in Huntersville, and Principal Debbie Butler. The school recently held a fundraiser dinner for Alexandra,

who is undergoing treatment for cancer.

School assistsfamily ofstudent
with cancer

HUNTERSVILLE — Faculty and

staff at St. Mark School in Huntersville

recently raised more than $ 1 7,000 to help

an ill student.

The school hosted a spaghetti dinner

fundraiser April 27 to benefit first-grader

Alexandra Schaney and her family.

Alexandra is currently undergoing

her second round of treatment for

Neuroblastoma, the most common
cancer in infancy and childhood. She

and her mother travel back and forth for

treatment at Memorial Sloan-Kettering

Cancer Center in New York.

"The evening was an inspiring

reminder of our school's devoted
faith community," said Principal

Debbie Butler.

More than 400 people came out to

honor Alexandra, an adorable, bright-

faced little girl with amazing energy and

determination.

Alexandra has become an advocate

for cancer research and awareness— she

has held her own fundraisers by selling

her toys to purchase new toys for a

children's cancer center in Charlotte, has

appeared on NBC's "The Today Show"
and been a spokesperson in an ad for

Ronald McDonald House.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

All weapons should be considered
David Hains' column on gun

control blew me away ("America, take

control of yourself," April 20).

Mr. Hains really got it right this

time when he says that this nation again

needs to talk seriously about gun control.

The issue, however, is bigger than

controlling handguns on our streets and in

our schools.

Ifwe use the force of Scripture (you

shall not kill) to argue against owning
a handgun, then what do we do about

our nation owning and using its vast

arsenal of weapons of mass and tactical

destruction?

As taxpayers and citizens, we own
and sell weapons that are killing people

and destroying property throughout the

world every day. These weapons are much
more lethal than any handguns because

they have the capability of destroying the

earth and all of God's people.

When are we going to use the

"Catholics' trump card" ofholy Scripture

to talk seriously about our support of

weaponry and warfare? The violence that

we support at a national level eventually

filters down to street level.

When we as a nation aggressively

use guns to solve our problems, how can

we expect our citizens to not use guns to

solve their problems?
— Keimeth Schammel

Huntersville

Concerns over 'global

warming'
It can't be true as to what some

Catholics were saying about "global

warming" in the April 28 teleconference

("To change a climate," May 4). Ifcorrect

facts were checked, one would see that

high C02 levels occurred frequently

in the past, and they always followed

cyclic temperature spikes. They did not

cause them.

Those at the teleconference did not

mention that the sun has been the hottest

its ever been over the past 1,000 years,

that several other of our solar system's

planets are seeing the same warming
as Earth, that most of the people fi-om

the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change are bureaucrats and policymakers

(and not climatologists), that the sun

itself is actually a variable star, and that

earth always recovers from events far

worse than additional C02.
And the actual temperature rise

over the past 100 years is 0.8oC. Are
we arrogant enough to believe that

we, as humans, control our destiny

without God?
They admit that God gave humankind

the mandate to subdue and have dominion

over the Earth, but all the reductions

in pollutants and toxics seem to be

ignored as well as moral implications.

Government and private studies have

shown that adherence to Kyoto would cost

the United States $348 billion by 2012,

and the destruction of 1.3 million jobs.

Letters to the Editor

Ifany ofthese things come to fiiiition,

may God have mercy on our souls.

— Kevin Roeten

Asheville

Our faith should guide our lives and

our dealings with the material world. The
way we interact with creation falls into

that category.

However, there should not be a

"Catholic way" to approach the issue of

global warming. As far as I know, it is not

scientifically proven and it has become a

political matter that fits clearly within the

agenda of a specific ideology.

Each Catholic individually can think

of it fi-eely as he or she chooses about

the issue. I really, do not think that this

is a subject to be discussed in Catholic

churches, journals or the like.

— Frank Carrillo

Charlotte

Military chaplains

appreciated
Congratulations for the excellent

article on priests training to be military

chaplains ("Fathers on the fi-ont lines,"

May 4).

I was moved by their testimony. I

am thankful to them for their generosity

and courage. Certainly they are a key
piece to help our military to sanctify its

difficult work.

My gratitude to those in the military

who generously risk their lives to defend

all of us. They can coimt on my prayers.

— Marina Nunez
Winston-Salem

WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters

from readers. We ask that letters be originals of

250 words or less, pertain to recent newspaper

content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter

must include the name, address and daytime

phone number of the writer for purpose of

verification. Letters may be condensed due to

space limitations and edited for clarity, style and

factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish

poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted

to The Catholic News & Herald become the

property of the newspaper and are subject to

reuse, in whole or in part, in print, electronic

formats and archives,

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The
Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box
37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

A preacher passes
Remembering the rise and fall of Rev, Falwell

He stood at the podium in a ballroom

that had been transformed into a press

center. Rev. Jerry Falwell was about to

meet the public to announce his take-

over ofPTL Ministries.

Falwell, who died this week at 73,

spent a lot oftime in the Carolinas in the

late 1980s.

As a television reporter in Charlotte

during that time, I frequently covered

PTL and its founder, Rev. Jim Bakker.

PTL, which stood for "Praise the Lord"
— or depending on yoiu- viewpoint,

"pass the loot" — was an evangelical

television and resort empire located just

over the state line in Fort Mill, S.C.

PTL and Rev. Bakker were the

subjects of intrigue because even though

he was a television star. Rev. Bakker
was a secretive fellow who wasn't keen

on snoopy reporters. He used the money
he solicited in endless on-air appeals

to build what is known in the religion

business as "a tall steeple."

PTL included a hotel, indoor mall,

campgroijnd, outdoor theater and a water

park. His TV studio doubled as a church.

The immediate reason for Rev.

Bakker 's withdrawal from PTL in 1987

was because he admitted to having an

affair with a church secretary. But it

turned out Bakker had more pressing

problems with a federal grand jury

that was looking into his shell-game

fundraising methods.

A trial jury would later send a

tearful Rev. Bakker to prison for bilking

millions from his followers.

Rev. Falwell came to thePTL resort as

a kind of news media-anointed savior. In

contrast to Rev. Bakker he lived modestly.

As the founder of the Moral Majority,

the political voice for fundamental

Christianity in America, there seemed to

be little he could not accomplish.

Rev. Bakker's spectacular fall from

the pulpit was widely viewed as bad for

the blossoming televangelism business.

CNS PHOTO BY Rick Reinhard

The Rev. Jerry Falwell is pictured during the 1 985

March for Life in Washington. He died May 1 5 at

Lynchburg General Hospital.

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID HAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

It was hoped that Rev. Falwell, who had
a good track record for fimdraising, could

save PTL.

Rev. Falwell struck me as a resolute

guy who answered the assembled
reporters' questions with a refreshing lack

ofbaloney. He was open and honest about

the massive problems faced by PTL.
I recall his answer to a particular

question about the possibility of Rev.

Bakker somehow returning tq PTL. He
paused before answering, but then made
it clear that there was no pastoral place

for a fallen minister.

"I said to Jim, you need to hear this

and you need to hear it from me, 'You

aren't coming back to PTL, ever,'" said

Rev. Falwell.

Rev. Bakker never returned. But
despite Rev. Falwell 's strong words
and his publicity stunt of riding a water

slide while wearing a suit to celebrate

a fundraising goal, he couldn't save the

corrupt ministry and PTL disappeared in

the quagmire of bankruptcy.

And for his efforts. Rev. Falwell didn't

get much. His own ministry/empire shrank

considerably as a result of the loss of trust

the collective audience demonstrated by
diminished giving to the TV ministries.

Before he was a famous preacher. Rev.

Falwell was a pastor who built a successflil

and large church in Lynchburg, Va., around

his fundamentalist approach to Scripture.

It is unfortunate that he gained his greatest

notoriety not through his dedication as a

pastor of a large flock but because of the

inflammatory remarks he made when he

became politically active.

In his lateryears. Rev. Falwellbecame
a person who the media turned to when it

was looking for an outrageous remark.

He constantly berated homosexuals,

made personal attacks on Bill and Hillary

Clinton and declared that the Sept. 11

attacks were divine revenge for the

mostly sexual ills of society.

Rev. Falwell's damnation statements

won't be missed, except perhaps by
some news organizations that, like the

tall-steeple builders, are always on the

lookout for a catchy slogan that says "pay

. attention to me."

Faith, be it Catholic or the

Protestantism ofthe Christian right, means

paying attention to something else.

David Hains is director of
communication for the Diocese of
Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains@
charlottediocese. org.

A podcast ofthis column is available

on the diocesan Web site, www.
charlottediocese. org.
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Fighting 'the good fight'

Soul-searching thoughts for

Memorial Day
Instead of shopping, let's do

something far more appropriate this

Memorial Day.

Let's pray for those who lost their

lives in battle. And let's imagine a world

without war and what it would take to

get there.

Why do presidents and congresses

send young men and women to kill and

be killed? Why do most Americans so

easily accept their worn-out answers?

And why can't we finally learn how to

wage peace, instead of war?

For insight I turned to America's

most famous anti-war veteran. For
more than 45 years, Jesuit Father Daniel

Berrigan has been fighting the battle

against war itself

Armed with the weapons of faith,

logic, dialogue and civil disobedience.

Father Berrigan has been nonviolently

waging — in the words of Scripture

— "the good fight."

At 86, the soft-spoken Father

Berrigan told me he still writes, gives

retreats and regularly gets arrested.

Father Berrigan said that as a young
Jesuit he met and worked with two giant

Catholic figures of the 20th century:

Dorothy Day and Trappist Father

Thomas Merton. Their deep spiritually

and uncompromising commitment to

nonviolence had a lasting impact on
his life.

His late brother, Josephite Father

Philip Berrigan, also deeply influenced

him. They were truly kindred spirits.

After all, they were long known as the

"Berrigan Brothers."

He said that in the mid-1960s
Cardinal Francis Spellman, archbishop

ofNew York, strongly backed American

involvement in the Vietnam War. The
cardinal said the Vietnam War was a just

war. The Berrigan Brothers said, "No
war is just."

Father Berrigan added, "I don't

know how we can open the Gospel and

wage war."

While Cardinal Spellman was flying

to Vietnam aboard a U.S. bomber. Father

Berrigan said he and his brother were

protesting in front of New York's St.

Patrick's Cathedral holding a banner that

read "Thou Shall Not Bomb."
He said that as people passed by he

and his brother handed out anti-war leaflets

stained with their blood. "It is better to give

blood than to take it," he added.

In true prophetic spirit. Father

Berrigan has not only "talked the talk"

but has "walked the walk." And he has

paid a dear price for his convictions:

years of imprisonment.

One of his most symbolic acts of

civil disobedience was when he and
eight other protesters used napalm to

bum draft records in Catonsville, Md.

IVIakinga

Difference
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MAGLIANO
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He said they used napalm to highlight

the fact that American warplanes were
dropping napalm bombs on countless

Vietnamese civilians.

Father Berrigan explained that

napalm is made out ofkerosene and soap

chips. The soap chips allow burning

kerosene to adhere to human skin. He
said, "It's criminal to bum paper, but not

criminal to bum children.

"What do we make of the Sermon
on the Mount while all this is going on?"

questioned Father Berrigan. "Jesus lived

by nonviolence; he commanded us to

love our enemies."

In light of Memorial Day Father

Berrigan said, "We must honor the living

— including vulnerable children and old

people— as well as the dead. Let's stop

shipping young men and women to Iraq

and Afghanistan and bringing them back

in body bags. Any sense of our faith and

humanity would lead us to demand an

end to the killing."

He summed it all up with these soul-

searching questions: "Are we Christians

who happen to be American? Or are we
Americans who happen to be Christian?"

The very fate of our nation, not to

mention our souls, hinges on our answer.

Sinful gossip
Exploring the characteristics of powerful,

malicious talk

Parish

Diary

Gossip: Everybody does it and
everybody suffers from it.

Sometimes gossip is sinfial, but inmy
experience hardly anyone ever confesses

it. Maybe that is because it is so common.
If we do something routinely, we stop

reflecting on it.

A few years ago while preparing adult
converts to receive holy Communion, we
got into a discussion about whether it was
better to receive Communion in the hand
or on the tongue. One man said he thought

we shouldn't receive Communion in the

hand because of all the sins we commit
with our hands.

Another responded immediately,
"But what about all the harm we do with

our tongues?" Good point.

We really can hurt people with sinfial

gossip. I'm not referring to small talk or

harmless chit Chat. Such talk may not be
beneficial, but it does little damage.

It is ordinary conversation. Simple
observations can be made: "She's lost

weight"; "he has been sick a long time";

or "their house has been on the market for

10 months." This is hardly sinfiil.

When does talk become sinful

gossip?

It seems to me that it has four

characteristics:

1 . Sinful gossip is merely idle talk. It

serves no good purpose. It advances no
good cause.

We are talking about things that we
carmot change or affect in any way.

It is not sinful gossip for a doctor to

talk to a nurse about a patient's sexually

transmitted disease. It has a constmctive

purpose. It can advance a cure.

It is sinful gossip for the same
doctor or nurse to talk to their husband
or wife about that same patient. That

conversation does nothing for the patient

except tear the person down and cause

harm to his or her reputation.

2. Gossip is malicious talk. Malicious

talk serves an evil purpose. It is designed

to harm the person we are talking about.

The reason we want to share that

information is to degrade the reputation

of another. Often we do this to make
ourselves feel superior.

Tmth is no defense when it comes to

gossip. Even when the information is tme
it can be malicious. Christians are held to

a higher standard than newspapers. Just

because a newspaper prints it does not

mean that we should gossip about it.

There are very few things more
valuable to a person than a good name.
Once information is broadcast we cannot

get it back in the corral. We do not know
how it might be used.

FATHER PETER
DALY
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When we repeat something bad, to

no purpose, we add to the harm.

A good test for malicious talk is

our own feelings. How would I feel if

something about me was repeated to

others? Could I recover?

3. Gossip is about the private lives

of others. We do not have a right to delve

into lives of famous people.

Even politicians and celebrities

should have a zone of privacy. Just

because something is on the front page
does not mean a Christian should talk

about it. The supermarket tabloids

titillate, but they do not elevate.

4. Gossip degrades the speaker.

When we listen to someone gossip, we
want to move away.

We know that this kind of talk is

designed to destroy. We know that the

speaker will come after us next.

Christian speech should lift us up
and encourage us. It should appeal to

our better angels and noble thoughts. It

should be a sign of grace.

Our tongue is a powerful instrument.

It can be used to build up in grace or tear

down in gossip.

Finding

community

EFFIE
CALDAROLA
CNS COLUMNIST

Where do you find community?
When we answer that question it tells us a

lot about who we are and what we value.

Catholicism is essentially a

communal religion. Sometimes we
find ourselves in big, impersonal
congregations where we barely know
each other. We think of our faith as a

private matter, when in fact the essence

of Christianity is based on community.

"Spirituality is not a private search

for what is highest in oneself but a

communal search for the face of God,"

says Father Ronald Rolheiser in "The
Holy Longing."

Father Rolheiser 's quote brings to

mind the story ofthe blindmen describing

an elephant. How much more clearly we
can see the face of God when we share

our experience ofGod with others.

The focus of our parish mission

this year was Eucharist. The speaker

emphasized that Eucharist, the source

and summit ofour faith, is about breaking

bread together, becoming Christ for each

other, leaving the church to carry Christ

to others.

Community, this priest said, is

established as soon as someone walks in

the front door and feels welcomed.

On the mission's first day, as we
shared coffee and doughnuts, the priest

asked for questions.

"I really dislike it," one woman
proclaimed, "when people start talking

to each other as they leave their pews
after Mass. Why can't they wait to chat

until they get to the foyer? The church is

God's house."

I know the woman meant well, and I

agree with her that the sanctuary is sacred

space. But would the God who loves us not

be part ofthe celebrating ofthe community

as they burst forth into the world?

I love the fact that our parish is

comprised of people who know and care

for each other, and as they spill out of the

pews they begin to greet each other, ask

about a parent who is ill or about who
won the Friday night football game.

We've all had the misfortune to be in

the midst of sullen churchgoers pushing

toward the front door of the church so

they can get on with their lives. The
contrast with a church where commimity
is building is stark.

Community requires effort and an

expenditure of time. Over the years,

our parish elementary school provided

community for me as my children

attended and I volunteered. I have also

found community in parish committees,

especially the one for which I take holy

Communion to the homebound.
When worship at my parish seems

dull and brittle, I need to ask if I am
making the effort to form community or

,

just going through the motions.
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Symbols of hope
Catholic life in tornado-hit town slowly

getting back on its feet

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

GREENSBURG, Kan. — Although

St. Joseph Church in Greensburg was
destroyed in the May 4 tornado, its cross

is reportedly the only cross left standing

in the shattered town, and its bell is still

rung daily at noon and 6 p.m.

But the rubble that was once St.

Joseph Church was cleared from the lot

May 11 by a work crew that included

parishioners from Greensburg and
Sacred Heart in nearby Pratt, as well as

members of the Knights of Columbus.

"Everyone has a

story of survival,

helplessness,

humbleness and
happiness in being

alive."

— Billy Baalman
Knights of Columbus

Aid Foundation

The cross and the bell, which are

all that remain, are seen as symbols

of hope.

Plans are now under way to provide

a structure that will serve the parishioners

and the community as a church.

"We are committed to St. Joseph

Parish and have made arrangements to

purchase a modular building to serve as

a temporary worship space until more
permanent building plans are established,"

said Dan Stremel, director of finance for

the Diocese ofDodge City.

"The timetable for this is 'as soon

as possible,'" Stremel added. "This will

be dependent upon utilities and other

infrastructure issues that may take some
months to re-establish."

"Having this time will allow us to

attempt to address the real needs of the

parish, that is, the people whose lives

have been disrupted and where we will

focus much of our attention in the weeks

ahead," he said.

Father Robert Schremmer, vicar

general forthe diocese, has been in contact

with leaders from other denominations

in Greensburg and has offered the

use of the modular structure for their

congregations as well.

The Catholic Church Extension

RISK to hold space— FULL refund before July 3 1 st

!

The Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to leave w^inter behind and explore the

SOUTHERN eARIBBEAN
and the PANAMA eANAL

January 31- February II, 2008
All family and friends are welcome to join with

Fr. Mo West as we cruise from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
aboard Holland America's luxury ship ms Yolendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach
hammock, learn about Bahamian culture
* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a

submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Cxiracao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy
beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal — experience the thrill of going through the locks to

vmderstand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level
* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jungle czmals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native

markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!
Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES air fare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ship treunsfers, taxes, baggage
handling and all port charges!

Deposits are due before August 1st and there is NO RISK to hold yotu space today
- FULL REFUND before 7/31/07. Plus, early bookings receive best cabin choice.

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332

CNS PHOTOS BY (Michael Schweitzer, Dodge City Daily Globe

The cross (above) and memorial bell (below) of St. Joseph Church stand amid rubble May 7 in the

aftermath of a tornado that swept through Greensburg, Kan., May 4. The F5 tornado was the most

powerful to hit the U.S. in eight years. Gteensburg was about 95 percent destroyed.

Society has offered to assist with the

$55,000 cost of the modular building.

Individuals, parishes and dioceses

throughout the country have called with

offers of money, manpower, equipment

and vehicles.

QuotingRichardRitter,vicepresident

of Catholic Extension, communication

director Mark Andel said, "That's

what we're here for. We are just really

concerned about the people there and

hoping they can pull together and take

comfort in God and know that God is still

with them."

Nearly 30 members of the Knights

ofColumbus canvassed Greensburg May
9 handing out $100 vouchers for food,

clothing and medicine to the residents

who lost their homes in the tornado.

The Knights helped 381 families in

Greensburg and another 60 families in

surrounding communities affected by the

May 4 storm, according to Bill Baalman,

president of the Knights Charities Aid
Foundation.

The funds were made possible by

the Knights' emergency disaster aid

program.

The Knights spent five hours in

Greensburg covering 80 square blocks.

They canvassed the town in teams oftwo

handing out vouchers to be used at the

Wal-Mart store in Pratt.

"Several people commented that they

were Methodist, Baptist, Mennonite and

others, and wanted to know if we would

still help them," Baalman said. "Our

answer to them was that we are all in life

together trying to get to the same goal."

"When people are suffering it

doesn't matter what religion, if any,

they are. They still need our help and

prayers," he said.

"Everyone had a story of survival,

helplessness, humbleness and happiness

in being alive as well as expressing

sorrow for those who were injured or lost

their lives," he added. "Many came to

tears while telling their stories and were

comforted by the Knights passing out

vouchers. I wish everyone in Greensburg

would write their own experience

because what I heard from them, there

are 1,500-plus people with 1,500-plus

stories, each a little different, but all

amazing," said Baalman.

Bishop Ronald M. Gilmore, in his

colimm in the diocesan newspaper, the

Southwest Kansas Register, recounted

his May 10 visit to Greensburg to

comfort the twister's victims.

"They were hurt, of course. They
were struggling to absorb what they

had lived through that dark night. They

were struggling to give voice to their

experience. They were overwhelmed by

the scale of the problem before them,"

Bishop Gilmore said.

"For their homes were gone. Their

church was gone. Their town was gone,

quite literally gone. Days and weeks of

imcertainty stretch out before them," he

continued.

"Months and years of rebuilding

stretch out before them. Anxieties piled

up aroimd them on that afternoon as the

debris piled up all around them, and all

aroimd their town," said the bishop. i

"But they were not glum. They were

not paralyzed. They mocked the fierce

storm in their conversation, they almost

dared it to come back," he said. "The>|/j^

laughed at it through their anxieties and

through their tears. They^were down-to-

earth, heart-on-sleeve, human about it alL' f

Bishop Gilmore added, "I am prouc

to be in the same church with them. ]

am proud to be their bishop" becaust

their suffering invited others "to sufifei

with them. That communion in suffering

makes all of us more hiunan, and mon
divine: more like Christ, who hac

compassion on the crowds."

Contributing to this story wa.

David Myers.
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To welcome

the strangers

Bishop Wensh testifies

on immigration reform

before House panel

BY ANDREA SLIVKA
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The
problem that must be solved by

immigration reform "is not the

immigrants" but "the broken

system," the former chairman

ofthe U.S. bishops' Committee

on Migration told a House
subcommittee.

In testimonyMay 22 before

the House Subcommittee on

Immigration, Citizenship,

Refugees, Border Security

and International Law, Bishop

Thomas G. Wenski of Orlando,

Fla., urged lawmakers to

produce legislation that would
reform the current immigration

system and respect the dignity

and rights of immigrants and

See REFORM, page 6

Protecting God's

children

Successes, challenges

mark fifth anniversary

ofsex abuse charter

BY AGOSTINO BONO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Five

years after the U.S. bishops

passed their landmark policies

to prevent child sex abuse, they

can look back at successes in

institutionalizing safeguards

and look ahead to challenges in

restoring church credibility.

But the basic question is:

Are children safer now?

See CHARTER, page 13
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Perspectives

David Hains examines fear

mongering; Father Peter

Daly reveals the season

of happiness
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The golden age of priesthood

Photo by Kasen A. Evans

Bishop William G. Curlin delivers the homily during the Mass celebrating the 50th anniversary of his priestly ordination at

St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte May 27. Also pictured are Father Ed Sheridan, Deacon Patrick Toole, Father Brian Cook, Father

Larry LoMonaco and Deacon Guy Piche.

Bishop Emeritus

William. G. Curlin

celebrates 50th

anniversary

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — A half-

century after he was ordained

as a priest. Bishop Emeritus

William G. Curlin still bums
with a fiery love of the

Catholic faith.

"Find an intimate
relationship with the Lord ...

when you do that, you see

Christ all around you," said

Bishop Curlin in a May 22

interview for docPod, the bi-

weekly podcast produced by

David Hains, diocesan director

of communications.

Bishop Curlin
commemorated his golden

jubilee— 50 years as a Catholic

priest, auxiliary bishop and

bishop — with a Mass and

reception for 800 people at

See CURLIN, page 9

Toward a foreign land
Father Dcfyk to become missionary in Africa

Photo courtesy of Augustinian Father Francis Doyle

Students eat lunch on the grounds of St. Leo's School in South Africa, where

Augustinian Father Francis Doyle will serve as a missionary

BYjOANITAM.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

MAGGIE VALLEY —
Invitations — you never know
where they're going to lead.

For Augustinian Father

Francis Doyle, pastor of St.

Margaret ofScotland Church in

Maggie Valley, it's to Africa.

At the end of July, the 63-

year-old priest plans to leave

North Carolina to become
a missionary to the Zulu
people in KwaZulu-Natal,
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Around the Diocese

Parishioners celebrate Pentecost,

examine stem- cell research

I PAGE 4

Youths in Action

Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts

earn awards, recognition

I PAGE 8

South Afiica.

In 1997, Augustinian
Sisters of the Mercy of Jesus

invited Augustinian friars

worldwide to establish a friary

to help them in South Afiica.

Three provinces accepted: the

Province of St. Thomas of

Villanova, headquartered in

Philadelphia, Penn.; and the

English and Irish provinces.

"At that time, I was
beginning my sabbatical,"

See AFRICA, page 5

Culture Watch

Author pursues apostles;

pope blasts media violence

I
PAGES 10-11
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In Brief
Current and upcominq topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

BIRTHDAY WISHES

CNS PHOTO BY Chaz Muth, Catholic Review

Anne Morrissey is shown at her residence in Libertytown, Md., holding a rosary blessed by the late Pope

John Paul IF. Morrissey celebrated her 103rd birthday May 1 3 and asked family, friends and well-wishers

to donate money they would have spent on gifts to the restoration fund for her parish of 71 years, St.

Peter the Apostle in Libertytown.

For her 103rd birthday, woman
asks for presents for her church

LIBERTYTOWN, Md. (CNS) —
Before Anne Morrissey celebrated her

103rd birthday May 13, she said didn't

want presents for herself.

Instead, she asked family, friends

and well-wishers to make donations to

the restoration fund ofher beloved parish

for the past 7 1 years, St. Peter the Apostle

in Libertytown.

The feisty centenarian with the

slight Irish brogue said the church needs

the money more than ever to rebuild,

following a devastating June 2004 fire,

and she was happy to forgo birthday gifts

to help complete construction before she

turns 104.

"I have everything I need," she said,

"except being able to worship in my
church."

It looks like Morrissey got her wish

even without having to blow out any

birthday candles. While she had a quiet

celebration on her birthday, including a

small lunch at the home of a grandson,

St. Peter the Apostle rectory worker Liz

Hunter said at least $1,165 had been

contributed in Morrissey's name through

May 14. Hunter added that the figure

may rise.

Though Morrissey is content

attending Mass in the parish center for

the time being, she would like to see

parish life return to normal, and the

sooner the better.

A tireless fiandraiser for the parish, the

Irish-bom mother of two, grandmother

of 11, great-grandmother of 23 — and

great-great-grandmother of four — is

unrelenting when it comes to supporting

her parish.

The oldest living parishioner of St.

Peter the Apostle, she continues to sell

more tickets for the church's aimual quilt

raffle than anyone else — usually more
than 1,000 chances — making her the

quintessential fiandraiser for her place of

worship.

"She doesn't let anyone get out of

here without buying several tickets each

year," said Madeline Stevens, the 77-

year-old daughter with whom Morrissey

lives. "People don't say no to her."

Over the years she attended scores

of special occasions at the church,

which included the weddings of both

of her daughters plus the baptisms, first

Communions and confirmations of her

grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

"I'm definitely invested in this

parish," she said. "When I was in my 80s,

they allowed me to crown the Blessed

Mother on my birthday. In that fire, that

Blessed Mother wasn't hurt. She was just

covered in soot."

Stevens is amazed to see her mother

so vibrant, given her age. Morrissey's

parents didn't expect the eighth of

their 1 1 children to even reach her first

birthday.

"I got the measles when I was a

baby and my uncle told my parents I

wasn't going to survive," Morrissey said.

"I guess I was a little heartier than he

expected me to be."

Report, summit on children's welfare

highlight familiar problem
WASHINGTON (CNS) — When

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.,

hosted a national summit on child

welfare May 22, she shined a light on a

problem that is all too familiar to Catholic

Charities USA officials.

"The numbers are moving in the

wrong direction," said Desmond Brown,

health and welfare policy director at

Catholic Charities USA, about a new
National Center for Children in Poverty

report that said 42 percent ofU.S. children

under the age of 6 — roughly 10 million

— are vulnerable to poor health and

substandard education, largely as a result

ofpoverty and economic hardships.

"We have gathered today to begin

what will be a long-term conversation,

and to signal our deep commitment to

caring for our children and creating a

prosperous future for them and for our

entire nation," Pelosi said at the summit
in Washington, attended by academic

and policy leaders who spoke about early

childhood development in the U.S.

Diocesan
planner

BOONE VICARIATE

SPRUCE PINE — A Rosary of Intercession

for Priests is recited each Friday at St. Lucien

Church, 695 Summit St., before the 9 a.m.

Mass. Prayers are offered for bishops, priests

and deacons, and for an increase in vocations to

the priesthood. For more information, call the

church office at (828) 765-2224.

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory of Divine Love Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Tuesdays of

each month at I p.m. Call (336) 372-8846 for

more information.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Father Timothy Reid will

present "Seeking the Heart of God" at

St. Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy., Thursdays through June 28, 7-9 p.m.

This lecture series deals with understanding

the spirituality of St. Teresa of Avila and

St. John ofthe Cross. Each participant will need

a copy of St. Teresa's "Interior Castle." For

more information, please contact Susan Brady

at (704) 541-8362, ext.4.

CHARLOTTE — Theology on Tap, a dynamic

speaker series designed to provide young adults

in their 20s and 30s with the opportunity to

discover more about their faith in a relaxed open

environment, will conclude June 5 at 6:30 p.m.

at Fuel Pizza in Park Road Shopping Center.

On tap June 5: "To Know Jesus Christ" with

Father Jim Hawker. These interactive events

will explore the issues and challenges that

Catholic young adults face in the 21st century.

Catholic Charities agencies, which
serve some 7 million clients aimually,

largely from poor working families,

"are on the front lines — day to day"

in the battle against poverty, according

to Shelley Borysiewicz, media relations

manager at Catholic Charities USA;
The National Center for Children in

Poverty report found that access to quality

health care, early learning opportunities

and family economic support vary widely.

While most states have maintained or

increased health care eligibility since

2001, 33 states have decreased eligibility

for child care subsidies.

Though the 2007 poverty level for

a family of three is $17,000, the report

estimated that it would take twice that

amount to provide basic necessities.

Catholic Charities USA had set

a goal of cutting poverty in half by

2020, calling for strengthening of the

nation's nutrition safety net, enactment

of imiversal health insurance coverage

and other policy changes.

For more information, contact Catrina at (704'

533-2124 or c_l_conway@hotmail.com or visit

www.compass-catholic.com.

CHARLOTTE — The next Blood Give-In

Sunday at St. Matthew Church is June 10, 8 a.m.-

1 ;30 p.m., in the family room of the Parish Center,

'

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. Donors will

be required to provide identification, such as a

driver's license or Red Cross blood donor card.

Sign up table is in the narthex May 26-27 and June

2-3. Appointments are encouraged and will be

honored. Walk-ins are welcome, but will be taken

as time permits. For more information, call the

church office at (704) 543-7677.

CHARLOTTE — The Vietnamese Cursillo of
Chadotte School of Leaders meets the second

Simday of each month at 2:30 p.m. at St. Thomas
Aquinas Church, 1400 Suther Rd. For more
information, contact Nam Le at (704) 549-1525.

CHARLOTTE — The Happy Timers of St Arm
Church meet the first Wednesday of each month

with a luncheon and program at 1 p.m. in the Msgr.

Allen Center, 3635 Park Rd. All adults age 55 and

older are welcome. For more information, call

Charles Nesto at (704) 398-0879.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — The Men 's Bible Study Group
,

at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715 Horse '\\

Pen Creek Rd., meets Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m. in io

the Parish Life Center, room 4. The group will
'

discuss the Gospel of Luke. Bring your own Bible.

For more information, contact Gus Magrinat

at gmagrinat@pol.net or John Malmfelt at

(336) 665-6450 orjmalmsie@aol.com.

HICKORY VICARIATE
^;

HICKORY — The family life committee of St.'

Aloysius Church, 921 Second Street NE, hosts a

Scrapbooking Night on the second Friday ofevery ,
,
On

month, 6 p.m.- 12 a.m. Looking back through our St

family photo albums can be a form ofprayer as we

.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pontifical Council for Interreligious

Dialogue to get its own leader

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Pontifical Council for Interreligious

Dialogue, which has shared a president

with the Pontifical Council for Culture

for more than a year, will get its own
leader shortly, the Vatican secretary of

state said.

Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, speaking

May 26 at a conference on interreligious

dialogue in Vercelli, Italy, said, "the

change demonstrates the importance

of interreligious dialogue" for the

Catholic Church.

The Vatican press office confirmed

Cardinal Bertone's remarks but said it

had no information on when Pope
Benedict XVI would name the new
president.

Since March 2006, French Cardinal

Paul Poupard, 76, has led both the

Pontifical Council for Culture and the

Pontifical Council for Interreligious

Dialogue. The Vatican said at the

give thanks for the blessings the Lord has provided

for us. Adding scripture and prayers to your family

albums is a great way to evangelize to your family

and children. For more information, call the office

at (828) 327-4558.

HICKORY —• A Charismatic Mass is celebrated

the first Thursday of each month in Sebastian

Chapel of St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second St.

NE, at 7 p.m. For further information, contact

Joan Moran (828)-327-0487.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

SALISBURY — Our Lady Rosary Makers of

Sacred Heart Church, 128 N. Fulton St., are making

cord rosaries for the missions and the military. The

group meets the first Tuesday of each month in the

church office conference room, 10-11 am. For more

information, call Cathy Yochim at (704) 636-6857 or

Joan Kaczmarezyk at (704) 797-8405.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

FRANKLIN— The Respectfor Life group meets

the first Wednesday of every month after the

5:30 p.m. Mass in the Family Life Center at St.

Francis of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St. All those

interested in promoting the sanctity of human
life are invited to attend. For more information,

contact Julie Tastinger at (828) 349-9813 or

jatastinger@aol.com

.

WAYNESVILLE— The Catholic Women 's Circle

of St. John the Evangelist Church, 234 Church St.,

time that the joint presidency would
be temporary.

Still, many people involved in

interreligious dialogue saw the move
as a downgrading of the council's

importance or as a shift in emphasis

from focusing on the faith and
practice of the Catholic Church's

dialogue partners to focusing on their

contributions to local culture and on
fostering joint cultural projects.

Italian newspapers also reported

that Cardinal Bertone said the Pontifical

Commission for the Cultural Heritage

of the Church would become part of the

Pontifical Coimcil for Culture, but the

Vatican press office would not confirm

the statement.

In early May, Pope Benedict named
Benedictine Abbot Christopher M.
Zielinski of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Abbey in Pecos, N.M., to be vice

president of the commission.

will meet June 1 1 at 7 p.m. in the church hall.

For more information, call the church office at

(828) 456-6707.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM— St. Benedict the Moor
Church, 1625 East 12th St., hosts a 12:15 p.m.

prayer service, Veni Sanctus Spiritus, the second

and fourth Wednesday of each month. All are

welcome to reflect on God and refi-esh the spirit

in the middle of a day. For more information

call Sister Larretta Rivera-Williams at

(336) 725-9200.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing
Companions is a grief support group for the

bereaved that meets the first and third Thursdays

ofthe month in conference room B at St. Leo the

Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave. For fiirther

details, call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event open to the general public?

Deadline for all submissions for the

Diocesan Planner is 10 days prior to

desired publication date (Fridays).

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@chariottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

June 2 — 10 a.m.

Ordination to Sacred Priesthood

St. Matthew Church, Chariotte

June 3 — 11 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of the Angels Church, Marion

June4— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Therese Church, Mooresville

Junes— 5 p.m.

Baccalaureate Mass

Chariotte Catholic High School

June 6— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Divine Redeemer Church, Boonville

June 9— 6 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Margaret of Scotland Church,

Maggie Valley

June 10— 1p.m.

Installation of new pastor

Father Jose Enrique Gonzalez iSaytan

Divine Redeemer Church, Boonville

June 11-12

Colloquium of Priests

Asheville

June 13— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of the Highways Church, Thomasville

Pope: Catholics must bring Gospel
to world debased by poverty, abuses

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
primary task of every Catholic is to bring

the Gospel message to a world debased

by poverty, violence and human rights

abuses. Pope Benedict XVI said.

Through its missionary action,

the pope said, the church can "guide

and evangelize cultural, social and

ethical transformations and offer Christ's

salvation to modem humankind, debased

and oppressed in so many parts of the

world because of endemic poverty,

violence and the systematic denial of

human rights."

While renewed efforts for

evangelization have proven fruitful,

there is "still more to be done to answer

the missionary call the Lord tirelessly

makes to every baptized person," he

said in his message for World Mission

Sunday 2007.

The Vatican released this year's

message May 29, ahead of World
Mission Simday, to be celebrated Oct. 21

in most dioceses.

Addressing this year's theme, "All

the Churches for All the World," the

pope focused on the need for every

local church to breathe new life into its

missionary mandate.

Bringing Christ's saving power to all

people "truly involves everyone," he said.

Individual Catholics must see

themselves not as simple "collaborators"

in the church's evangelizing mission,

but as being "protagonists" and jointly

responsible for carrying it out, the

pope said.

He said every local diocese on every

continent needs to be aware ofthe "urgent

need to relaunch missionary activity to

meet the many serious challenges of

our time."

Pope Benedict said increased

secularization has had an impact on the

established churches in the West.

Low birthrates, declining numbers

of vocations and an increasingly older

clergy put the established churches at

"risk of closing in on themselves, of

looking to the future with less hope and

of lessening their missionary efforts,"

he said.

But thepope saidGodneverabandons
his people, who must recognize that this

is the moment "to open with confidence

to God's providence" and trust that

through the Holy Spirit, God will guide

them toward the fulfillment of his eternal

plan, the salvation of humanity.

Have tractor, will pull

Photo by Cori Fugere Urban, Vermont Catholic Tribune

Iowa native Father Daniel Rupp drives a 1 960 John Deere 730 diesel tractor during a tractor-pull contest

May 27 at the Orleans County Fairgrounds in Barton, Vt. The pastor of St. Paul Catholic Church in Barton

garnered second place in the 9,000-pound antique category by hauling an orange weighted sled 1 56

feet 6 inches. Profits from the contest were donated to St. Paul School.

REMINDER TO OUR READERS

THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD HAS BEGUN ITS BI-WEEKLY PUBLISHING SCHEDULE

FOR JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST. AS SUCH, THERE WILL BE NO ISSUE NEXT FRIDAY

JUNE 8. OUR NEXT ISSUE WILL BE FRIDAY JUNE 1 5.
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Dispelling myths of stem-cell research
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— Dozens of people

recently spent a Saturday morning
learning the myths and facts about stem-

cell research and cloning.

Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, a priest

of the Diocese of Fall River, Mass., and

director of education at the National

Catholic Bioethics Center, spoke at St.

Peter Church in Charlotte May 12.

"It was a very enlightening seminar

with regard to science versus moral

issues," said Cris Villapando, director of

faith formation programs for the Diocese

of Charlotte.

Father Pacholczyk dispelled some of

the common misconceptions regarding

stem-cell research, such as the Catholic

Church opposes all stem-cell research.

In fact, the church encourages the

research, provided human embryos
are not destroyed. This includes cells

obtained from the nostril, skeletal

muscles and umbilical cords. Of the 10

stem-cell research methods currently in

use, the church approves of nine.

Another fallacy is that every embryo

Courtesy Photo

Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk speaks about stem-cell

research at St. Peter Church in Charlotte.

will be useful for providing stem cells.

It is often necessary to destroy 1 5 or 20

embryos before successfially getting one

embryonic stem cell line.

"An embryo is a human being . . . not

some other kind of animal," said Father

Pacholczyk.

"Every Catholic shouldbe aware ofthis

issue," said Villapando. "It is one of four

elements impacting the American moral

landscape, along with war and conflict,

business ethics and end-of-life issues."

One church on Pentecost

Photos by Deacon Gerald Potkay

Parishioners of St. Paul the Apostle Church in Greensboro celebrate the feast of Pentecost May

27 with Mass and a lunch afterward (above). The feast marks the occasion of the descent of the

Holy Spirit upon the apostles 50 days after Christ's resurrection. Pentecost is referred to as the

birthday of the church because, from that point on, the apostles carried forth the message of

Christ to the world.

"The church is one," just as the community

gathered on the day of Pentecost was one, said

Pope Benedict XVI in St. Peter's Square May 27.

Reading the biblical account of Pentecost is

a reminder that "the church is holy, not on its

own merits, but because, animated by the Holy

Spirit, it keeps its gaze fixed on Christ in order to

conform itself to him and his love," he said.

Also pictured is the setting sun shining through

stained glass windows onto the wall at the end of

Mass in St, Paul the Apostle Church (right), as if

symbolizing the arrival of the Holy Spirit.

Join our Oratorian Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHERI
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more about serving God witli us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

Knocking on holy doors

Courtesy Photo by Richard Feerick

Msgr. Mauricio W. West, vicar general and chancellor ofthe Diocese ofCharlotte,

celebrates Mass May 10 at the old church of Our Lady ofKnock Shrine, north

of Galway, Ireland, during a diocesan-sponsored pilgrimage. Ireland's national

Marian shrine is where 15 people witnessed the apparition ofMary, St. Joseph and

St. John the Evangelist on the gable ofthe church in the western village ofKnock

on Aug 21, 1879. i

Testimonies taken from witnesses by two separate official church commissions
]

were considered "trustworthy and satisfactory. "Pope John Paul II visited Knock

in 1979 during his visit to Ireland.

The holy site wasjust one ofmany visited by the group of21 pilgrims ofthe Diocese

ofCharlotte, who touredseveral significant sites and learnedofthe Irish traditions

that are integralparts ofthe Catholicfaith.

\MRE
lOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGEMAGE TO

THEHOLYLAND
November 6-15

with Fr James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation andPastor, St Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic Mh
and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience dally Mass at many of the

historical sites of our faith.

Highlights Include:

- Tiberias, Mt Carmel, Sea of Galilee area

- Mt Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boyhood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jerusalem area: Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane,

Via Dolorosa, Lord's Tomb at Church of the Holy Sepulchre,

Mount Zion, Upper Room, Domiition Abbey, Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites • PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,399 (before July 29) from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals,

first class hotels and all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.
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Father Doyle to become a

missionary in Africa

AFRICA, from page 1

Father Doyle said. "In my prayer I

included: 'Could God be calling me to be

a missionary?'"

He'd never considered this before,

and in any event he didn't feel ready for

such a drastic change.

A native Philadelphian, Father Doyle

entered the Order of Saint Augustine in

the Province of St. Thomas ofVillanova in

1962 and was ordained a priest in 1970.

He has served as his province's

director of novices, as formation director

at Augustinian College in Washington,

D.C., on the staffofthe Christian Institute

for the Study ofHuman Sexuality, and as

pastor of parishes in the Northeast.

"Then the invitation came from

our province to begin a community
here in Maggie Valley, and I have been

extremely happy here," he said.

Then-Bishop William G. Curlin of

the Diocese of Charlotte "welcomed our

charism, our spirituality, to the diocese,"

Father Doyle said.

It's a charism of "hospitality

expressed in commimity life."

On Sept. 14, 1998, Father Doyle

came to Maggie Valley with Augustinian

Father Terrance Hyland and Augustinian

Brother and Deacon William Harkin to

begin ministering in Haywood County.

While serving as pastor of St.

Margaret of Scotland Church, Father

Doyle has also been a spiritual director

and retreat leader at Living Waters

Catholic Reflection Center. He has served

as chairman of the Haywood County

Domestic Violence Task Force and as a

board member of REACH of Haywood
County, a nonprofit agency working with

domestic-violence victims.

In January 2006 Father Doyle visited

the South Afiican mission for 10 days.

"While I was there I felt this very

strong urge to consider going there

as a missionary," he said. I saw the

"violence against women and children,

the tremendous suffering of people with

HIV/AIDS, and the tremendous spirit of

the friars and sisters there."

Was God calling him to go — or to

stay in Maggie Valley?

"I came home and made the

discernment of that a primary focus of

my prayer," he said. "I prayed for the

grace to be open to what God would ask

of me and to give me the strength to do

it. At the time, I didn't feel called to leave

Maggie Valley. The call might have been

to stay in Maggie Valley."

He invited others to help him
discern.

"I shared this with my provincial,

ABBcnrswQOD Seni^
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^H
reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Mondi-to-month rentals withNO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 i^VBBOBUOQD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

^B—. 3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

TliEORATORY
434 Charlotte Avenue, P.O. Box 1 1 586

Rock Hill, SC 2973-1 586
\

(803) Zrj-2'(i91 irockhilloratory.com

Sunday,June17-

Wednesday,June 20
Father Richard Sparks

Father Sparks is a Paulist priest who writes and teaches ethics and pastors at

Holy Spirit Parish/Newman Hall in Berkeley, California. He successfully bridges

practical pastoral needs with serious theological reflection.

For more information, contactThe Oratory.

Photo courtesy of Father FRAxas J. Doyle

People walk to St. Helen Mission in Southern Africa where they will attend Mass. The building is not a

church, though the people hope to raise money to build a church.

Father Donald Reilly," Father Doyle

said. "He was open to my going there,

but he wanted me to go for four to six

weeks to experience more ofthe mission.

I went Jan. 15 (2007) for six weeks."

Being evangelized

While there, Father Doyle met
Cardinal Wilfred F. Napier, a Franciscan

who is cardinal archbishop of the

Archdiocese ofDurban, South Africa. He
also met members of the Durban deanery

(vicariate) and attended clergy education

days in preparation for the diocese's

synod, held every five years. The synod

will be held in September; its theme is

"Evangelization."

"One of the major points of the

education days was that as priests we
think of ourselves as doing the work of

evangelization, but we are sometimes

weak in being evangelized— by prayer,
^

Scriptures and the people we serve,"

Father Doyle said.

"One of the reasons God has me
going is to be evangelized by the church

ofSouth Africa, evangelizedby the poor,"

he said. "I will be taught by the simplicity

of the Gospel as it's lived by the poor,

and also by the (Augustinian) volunteers

who are living in our community."

About 80 percent of adult Zulus are

unemployed. Father Doyle believes that

the poor will teach him "to simplify, to be

challenged as to what really is necessary,

what really is important."

South Africa is located on the

southern tip of the African continent,

on the Atlantic and Indian oceans. The

province of KwaZulu-Natal (Land of the

Zulu) is on the country's eastern coast.

Father Doyle will be prior (head)

of St. Rita's Friary at Botha's Hill in the

Valley of 1000 Hills, where he'll live

with two other Augustinian friars.

"I'm very committed to community

life, and I want to assist the friars

and sisters with the expression and

development of community life," he said.

The friary compound also includes

housing for the Augustinian Volunteers,

Jacob's Well refreat house, a hospital,

St. Leo's School, and a convent of the

Augustinian Sisters ofthe Mercy ofJesus,

who staff Jacob's Well and the hospital.

The school, where Father Doyle will

teach English and help raise funds, has

440 kindergarten-through-eighth-grade

students, many of whom walk barefoot

as much as three hours to class and three

hours home each day.

About 130 of the children are

orphans, who live with family members
or with other local families. Their parents

died of AIDS, and some of the children

are HIV positive.

Father Doyle will supervise the

Augustinian Volunteers— fourAmerican

college graduates who are giving one to

two years to teach English at the school,

work in hospices for the dying and at St.

Theresa's Orphanage, which the sisters

staff in Durban, about 30 minutes from

Botha's Hill.

In addition, he'll provide spiritual

direction at Jacob's Well.

After a tutor teaches him Zulu so

that he can celebrate Mass, Father Doyle

will regularly visit the Augustinian

missionaries' three outstations (mission

parishes). For the other two parishes,

Father Doyle will prepare the homilies,

which will be translated into Zulu before

Mass, then read by a layperson.

He feels that his work with domestic-

violence victims in Haywood County

will help him in ministering to victims of

this kind of violence in South Afiica.

What will enable him to do all this.

Father Doyle said, is God's grace— the

grace to let go of the familiar, to let go of

material things, to freely respond to what

God is calling him to do.

"God's will," he said, "is for all ofus to

be happy and fulfilled, and to use our gifts

for building up the kingdom ofGod."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

.
-
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Bishop Wenski testifies on

immigration reform before

House panel

REFORM, from page 1

migrant workers.

He spoke onbehalfoftheU.S . bishops

about comprehensive immigration

reform, joining representatives of other

religious denominations in giving

testimony to the subcommittee.

Before the hearing. Bishop Wenski

told Catholic News Service that one ofthe

most important aspects of immigration

reform is to ensure that policies would

help unite families and not divide them.

He expressed concern in his

testimony that the current Senate bill

would separate families by replacing the

family preference system with a merit-

based system and by capping the number
of visas for parents of U.S. citizens.

"From the church perspective, a

family member from Central America,

Africa, Asia, the Caribbean or elsewhere

could well offer the country as much as

a computer software engineer," he said.

"We should not abandon family unity

as the cornerstone of our immigration

system."

He also encouraged lawmakers
to reconsider the temporary worker

program, the reconfiguration of the legal

immigrant system and the legalization

program in the Senate bill.

On May 23, senators passed an

amendment to the bill to reduce the

number of temporary workers from

400,000 to 200,000.

Bishop Wenski said the temporary

worker program would create an

"underclass of workers in our society

who are easily exploitable and without

full rights and privileges in the society."

In addition, the bishops believe

requiring workers to return home for a

full year every two years could encourage

some to remain illegally.

Instead of the temporary worker
program. Bishop Wenski proposed
elements of a "new worker visa program"

agreed on by both U.S. and Mexican
bishops as ways to safeguard the rights

of migrant workers.

Bishop Wenski said a new worker

program should require migrant workers

to be given the same wage levels,

benefits and worker protections that

other workers are granted.

He also said the workers should be

able to sue in federal court for violation

of their rights and should be able to earn

permanent residency over time.

As part of comprehensive
immigration reform, the bishops also

believe an earned legalization program

for the 12 million undocumented
workers is necessary and would
benefit national security by creating an

opportunity to identify those living in the

country illegally.

On the West Coast, the church

also is taking action to encourage
lawmakers to support fair and just

immigration reform.

On May 29, Auxiliary Bishop
Ignatius Wang of San Francisco and

Auxiliary Bishop Oscar A. Solis of Los

Angeles were to deliver 45,000 petitions

to the California offices of U.S. Sen.

Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif , in addition

to 5,000 petitions previously delivered to

the senator.

Before the hearing. Bishop Wenski

dismissed the idea that the church is

involved in the immigration debate to

gain more members, as political pundit

Bill O'Reilly had suggested in light ofthe

fact that many Hispanics are Catholic.

"We're involved in this issue because

it touches human lives and that's what

the church cares about— human beings

and their souls," the bishop said.

The church has a strong interest in

the current immigration debate because

of its history of assisting immigrants and

its social teaching. Bishop Wenski said.

"As providers of pastoral and social

services to immigrants throughout

the nation, we in the Catholic Church

witness the human consequences of a

broken immigration system every day

in our parishes, social service programs,

hospitals and schools," he said.

The church sees divided families

and exploited workers under the current

system, he added.

In the past 100 years, the Catholic

Church has developed abody ofteachings

on migration, the bishop said.

"Pope John Paul II stated that there

is a need to balance the rights of nations

to control their borders with basic human
rights, including the right to work,"
Bishop Wenski testified.

At the end of the hearing, members
of the subcommittee acknowledged that

faith communities have a role to play

in the debate because of the close ties

between churches and immigrants.

"For me it is very important to hear

from the faith community as we go
through this debate," said Rep. Keith

Ellison, D-Minn.

i

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES
1st Holy Communion Celebrations

Let us help you with gifts and holy reminders for your loved ones as we aB celebrate

their continued growth in our faith.

Come and visit our Cornelius store. Or, if you'd iilce us to bring our store to

your parisli, please call us for arrangements.

We apologize for any inconvenience you may experience with the closing of our

Monroe Road store. Please cdl our Cornelius location and we wll make every effort

to provide all of your religious gift needs. Our new Charlotte location will be unveiled

very soon and we believe you'll be pleased with the convenience and location.

God bless you during our celebration of this holiest of Holy SecBons.

704r655-9090
1 9905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 1 06, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 (Johnsbury Square - next to Goodwill)

maryimmaculata.com

NEW CHARLOHE STORE

LOCATION to be announced very

soon! Watch this space as y/e unveil

our new location.

21 years ago, Brian withdrew $300
and drove his wife to the clinic . .

.

One house, two ndnivans and three
kids later, there's still no one who

can fill these shoes.

Abortion rates hove plummeted. Those who've been there know why.

jason throws a mean fast bait, Grade doesn't know a stranger and Jen's the bookish one.

Brian and Lisa love their kids, but they wonder about the one that come olong when Lisa was sick and

Brian lost his job. The counselor said there was no way they could make it work. Now, they'd give

onyfhing to try. They never spoke of the abortion again ... until the day Lisa saw her first ultrasound — and

her first picture of Jen. Ironically, the day Lisa fell apart was the day she and Brian finally got it together.

They found the strength to confroni a grief as unbearably big as a tiny pair of shoes.

WWW,IJnCheice. info
An unwanted choice is no choice at ail.

Abortion is the "^^^^choice.'

Unwanted. Unsafe. Unfair.

Would you like to experience God's love and healing after an abortion? Consider coming to the

Rachel's Vineyard Retreat in Rock Hill on June 22-24, sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of

Charleston. The weekend is totally confidential. For more information and to register, please

call Kathy at (803) 547-5063 or visit www.rachelsvineyard.org.
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John B, Kenney

Mars Hill College

Adam Kemp

Maryland East Shore

Univ.

Jonattian Brown

Meredith College

Kelsey Donahue

NCStateA&T

Emeka Okafor

Neil GoodmM

NC State University

Chad Davis

Sarah Foroudi

Hannah LaRoe

Corey Mclntyre

Kieran Moreira

Nate Nurse

Drew St, Cla&e

Sarah Weber

Oxford Coliege/Emory

Univ. .

Matt Sutter

Peace CoHege

Margaret Minton

C^tlin Falls

Penn State University

Michael Albertson

Pfeiffer University

Jenna Conty

Radford University

Hannah Brown

Rockingham Com. CoL

Matthew Young

Salem College

Alessandra Bazo

Savannah CoMArt &
Design

Margaret Hallinan

SprAigtfiRCoUege

jQ*uaManguno

StAndrew

Presbyterian Co).

Tara Baker

Union County College

Connor Ballantyne

Univ. of CKjbtin, Ireland

Kyle Hughes

University of Florida

Richard Andresen

linivers% of Louisville

Vito LaBrazzo, Jr

University of Maryland

Katheryn Lyons

UNC -Chapel HIH

Jose Arroyo

Sarah Booker

Andrew Cekuta

Dominic Dascoli

Maren Gehling

Mchael O'Shea

Michael Taylor

UNC-Cbariotte

UNC - Greensboro

John Boschini

Gina Huriey

Adam Johnson

Blaine Karper

Kristofer Readling

Melissa Taylor

Daniel Witzke

Chris Woodstock

David Zimmennan

UNC - Pembroke

Jill Howell

Courtney Yart)rough

UNC- Wilmington

Katherine Bari<er

Jennifer deGuzman

Aaron Eisner

Allie Grant

Meghan Hamacher

Tyler Holies

Sean Jordan

Tyler McCtarg

Wm Camp McCurry

Melissa IWergner

Colin Nolan

Chris PetrangeB

Jackson Sadler

Marie Saxon

Teresa Walsh

Univ. of So. Carolina

Megan Fennie

dana Forrester

Sarah Obergfell

Jennifer Pentz

Wingate Unh/ersity

Andrew O'Connor

Undecided

Ben Horton

Ashton Maddox

Charlotte Catholic High School Bishop IVIcGuinness Catholic High School
7702 Pineville-Matthews Road 1725 NC Hwy 66 South
Charlotte, NC (704)543-1127 Kernersville, NC (336)564-1010
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YOUTHS IN ACTION
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Cookies for troops

Courtesy Photo

Members ofGirl ScoutJunior Troop 30from St. Michael Church in Gastonia

are pictured May 11 with members ofKnights of Columbus Council 6700

and the 272 boxes of Girl Scout cookies they sent to U.S. troops overseas.

Although the girls had already sold 2,280 boxes of cookies, they wanted

to do something extra for the troops and collected an additional $952 to

purchase the 272 boxes. The Knights donatedfundsfor the cost ofshipping.

The girls, who also wrote letters ofencouragement to the troops, received a

plaque as a sign ofgratitudefor their effortsfrom the North CarolinaArmy

National Guard's 113th FieldArtillery Brigade at Camp Arijjan in Kuwait.

Pictured are Knights Bobby Baird (left) and Mark Rucco with (front row,

from left) Catherine Glisson, Emily Cole, Ashlyn Abernathy Olivia Nesnow,

Laura Baird, (back row,from left) Brooke Maddie, Maisy Meakin, Maddison

Deely, Mackenzie Hawley Rachel Terrio and Genet Girmay.

Quilting Cadettes

Courtesy Photo

Cadettes from Girl Scout Troop 21 6 at St. Ann Church in Charlotte hoici baby quilts they recently made for

Room at the Inn in Charlotte. The quilts were part of the Cadettes' Silver Award project, which focused

on assisting mothers and their children at the Catholic maternity home in Charlotte.

As a group, the eighth- and ninth-graders collected baby items and food items with the help of parishioners

from St. Ann Church, as well as made the quilts with the assistance of a quilter from the church.

The Cadettes received their Silver Awards, the second highest award in Girl Scouts next to the Gold Award,

during a ceremony at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Charlotte May 1 9.

Pictured are (clockwise from top left) Lucia Leahy, Maria Barrell, Laura Ross and Katie Rango. Not

pictured is Katherine Murray

Scouts gather for Catholic Camporee

Courtesy Photo

Bishop Peter J. Jugis presents religious Scouting awards after Mass at the 32nd annual Catholic Camporee

in Midland March 23-25. Also pictured are Augustinian Father Russell Ortega (left, behind Bishop Jugis),

pastor of St. John Neumann Church in Charlotte; and Deacon James Johnson, permanent deacon at St.

Charles Borromeo Church in Morganton.

Bishop jugis celebrates Mass, presents awards
MIDLAND — Under clear blue

skies, more than 550 Cub Scouts,

Boy Scouts and adult leaders recently

gathered for the Catholic Camporee.

The 32nd annual event, sponsored

by the Diocese of Charlotte, took place

at Clear Creek Scout Camp in Midland

March 23-25.

Troop 12 from St. John Neumaim
Church in Charlotte, sponsored by the

Knights of Columbus Council 7342,

was the host of this year's event, themed

"Glorious Mysteries" and designed to

promote awareness of Catholic life and

prayer through Scouting activities.

All registered Scouts, regardless

of religious affiliation, were invited to

participate. The diocesan Committee on
Scouting reported the highest attendance

of any previous camporee.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis celebrated

Mass outdoors for the attendees. After

Mass, the bishop presented religious

Scouting awards to Cubs and Scouts for

their individual achievements.

WANT MORE INFO?

Visit the diocesan Conjmittee

on Scouting Web site online at

www.cdccos.org.

Brownies Try-It and succeed
Brooke Turnamian, Lauren Merlini,

Caroline Valitutto and Natalie

Labonge, parishioners ofOur Lady

of Grace Church in Greensboro

and members of Girl Scout Troop

708, are pictured outside the

Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace in

Savannah, Ga. The girls, along with

10 other members of their troop,

visited the Girl Scout national

center April 20-22 to receive their

GoldAwards.

For their project, the girls

implemented a Brownie Try-It Day,

in which they helped nearly 40 Girl

Scout Brownies receive their Try-It

badges by completing activities in

areas ofinterest.

The girls enjoyed a private tour of

the home and received their Bronze

Awards during a ceremony.

Courtesy Photo

Coring for Chorlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

Wmm FUXER.\L SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291
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Bishop Curlin celebrates

50th anniversary

CURLIN, from page 1

St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte May 27.

The Mass was concelebrated by

Father Ed Sheridan, pastor of St. Gabriel

Church; Msgr. Anthony Marcaccio,

pastorofSt. PiusX Church in Greensboro;

Father Larry LoMonaco, parochial

vicar of St. Gabriel Church; and Father

Brian Cook, parochial vicar of Holy
Family Chxirch in Clemmons.

Also on the altar were Deacon
Patrick Toole, who will be ordained to

the priesthood June 2, and permanent

deacons Ben Wenning and Guy Piche.

Bishop Curlin entered St. Mary's

Seminary in Baltimore in 1951. He was
ordained by Cardinal Patrick A. O'Boyle

May 25, 1957.

He spent the next 37 in the

Archdiocese of Washington, serving as

pastor, director of vocations for men,
vicar of permanent deacons, chaplain

to Pope Paul VI, auxiliary bishop of

Washington, vicar for Theological

College of Catholic University of

America and president of the board of

directors of Catholic Charities.

In the 1970s, the future bishop

had a chance encounter with a nun
who was visiting Washington from
Calcutta. Archbishop William W. Baum
of Washington asked Bishop Curlin to

meet with the nun, who wanted to open a

local soup kitchen.

At the time. Bishop Curlin was

serving as pastor of St. Mary Church in

one of Washington's poorest and most

crime-ridden neighborhoods.

"I thought she was a Hare Krishna

... I didn't know a thing about Mother

Teresa," said Bishop Curlin.

Mother Teresa and Bishop Curlin

spent a Sunday afternoon in the rectory

talking about their work.

"By the end of the day, I knew she

was a very holy woman," he said.

Thus began a life-altering friendship

that lasted nearly three decades.

At Mother Teresa's insistence.

Bishop Curlin went to Calcutta, working

among the city's poor and sick.

"After a while, I knew she was a

saint— no doubt about it," he said.

Bishop Curlin returned to

Washington, where he eventually

established a residence for homeless

women; served as chaplain at Gift of

Peace, a home forAIDS patients founded

by Mother Teresa; and helped open more
than 20 shelters and soup kitchens.

He also converted St. Mary Church's

former convent into a shelter for homeless

women and children.

In 1988, Bishop Curlin was ordained

as auxiliary bishop of Washington. In

1994, he was named as the third bishop

of Chariotte.

"My first night in Charlotte, I

immediately felt at home," he said.

In his eight years as bishop, he

continued his mission to alleviate

the suffering of the poor, sick and
disenfi-anchised. He also saw the Catholic

2007

TO KNOW
JESUS eHRIST

Mark your calendar now
for the third

Diocese of Charlotte

Eucharistic Congress -

Charlotte Convention Center

SEPTEMBER 21 & 22

Visit the Web site

www.GoEucharist.com
often for the latest updated

information about programs and

speakers, as well as opportunities

to volunteer.

it's news and
Inspiration about
the' Diocese of Charlot^^^^

Subscribe today
— it's FREE!
Check it out at

www.ChariotteDiocese.org,

Courtesy Photo

population of the diocese grow from

95,000 to more than 135,000.

In September 2002, Bishop Curlin

retired as bishop of Charlotte.

Never a man— nor priest— to rest

for long, he continues his ministries,

celebrating liturgies and sacraments and

visiting the sick and dying.

As chaplain for the Knights of

Malta's Charlotte region. Bishop Curlin

has led more than a dozen pilgrimages to

Lourdes, France.

"The greatest miracles are the

deepening faith and love you see in

Lourdes," he said.

"Bishop Curlin has always lived

the priesthood as Pope John Paul II

expressed: 'The priest does not live

for himself, but for the church and the

sanctification of the people of God,'"

said Father Mark Lawlor, pastor of

St. Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte.

WANT TO LISTEN?

For David Hains' interview with Bisliop

Curlin, visit www.charlottediocese.org/

communications.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Top: Bishop William G. Curlin blesses a young boy

during Mass at the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes

in France in May 2007. Above: Bishop Curlin

prays before processing into St. Gabriel Church

in Charlotte to celebrate the 50th anniversary of

his ordination May 27. Also pictured is Deacon

Ben Wenning.

Providing help. Creating hope. Changing lives.

Catholic Social Sen^ices — The Diocese of Charlotte

Executive Director: Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227

Associate Director: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3250

Refugee Office: Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930

Family Life: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3228

Justice and Peace: Joe Purello (704) 370-3225

OEO/CSS Murphy Satellite Office (828) 835-3535

Charlotte Region: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-61 55

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Debra Braese (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second St, Winston-Salem, NC 27108

Area Director: Gerard Carter (Interim) (336) 727-0705

Greensboro Satellite Office (336) 274-5577

Latino Family Center (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

1123 South Church Street, Charlotte NC 28203

www.cssnc.org

Catholic Social Services

Diocese of Chariotte

\
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JUNE 10, 2007

Crypt seeker
U.S. writerfollows variedpath aroundglobe to

tombs ofapostles

ROME (CNS)— As a Peace Corps

volunteer, Tom Bissell was hiking

through a village in Kyrgyzstan one day,

and an old Russian woman offered to

take him to see the tomb of St. Matthew.

"I remember thinking: 'The tomb
of Matthew? I thought he was buried

in Jerusalem or Italy or somewhere like

that,'" Bissell recalled.

But Kyrgyzstan, he soon learned,

also had a claim on the apostle's final

resting place. The woman led Bissell to

the ruins of a monastery next to Lake
Issyk Kul, where according to local

legend the saint's relics were transported

by Armenian monks in the fiflih century.

It was a small marker in the remote

reaches of Central Asia.

"That planted the seed," said Bissell

said, who began to wonder about the rest

of the apostles, and discovered that many
ofthem ended up in pretty strange places.

Bissell, a highly regarded travel

and nonfiction writer, is at the American

Academy in Rome this year working

on a book on the tombs of the Twelve

Apostles. Actually, as Bissell pointed out,

it's 13 Apostles— Matthias was chosen to

replace Judas Iscariot after Judas betrayed

Christ and conmiitted suicide.

St. Matthias, like most ofthe apostles,

is known mostly through legend and

tradition. His relics were said to have been

brought fi-om Jerusalem by St. Helena,

the mother of Emperor Constantine, and

given in part to an abbey church in Trier,

Germany. So Bissell made a pilgrimage

to Trier and spent the day with a priest,

who happened to be named Matthias.

"This priest had a really beautifial

way of looking at it," Bissell said. "He
said, T don't really know if these are

Matthias' bones, but this church is here,

and I am here because someone very

£arly on believed these were the relics of

one of the apostles, and that's a tradition

worth preserving.'"

Bissell said one of the most haunting

spots he visited was Aceldama near

Jerusalem, where Judas is said to have

hanged himself.

Unlike other historical places in and
around the holy city, this one had no gift

shops and no tour guides. A thin and not

very worn path leads to the site.

"There's absolutely nothing there.

There's this dead tree in the middle of

a little clearing, and there are caves all

aroimd it where the apostles supposedly

hid," Bissell said.

He spent fours hours atAceldama and
saw only one other person, a Palestinian

shepherd. It was, he concluded, "very,

very spooky."

Bissell is not out to authenticate

tombs or settle debates over which place

has the most legitimate claims to the

relics of the apostles. But he does find

some traditions more believable than

others. He said it was significant, for

example, that 100 years after St. Peter

died, people believed he was buried in

a spot on the Vatican hillside, where the

basilica was later built.

Bissell said it's harder for him to take

seriously the legend that the bones of St.

Bartholomew were lost at sea, somehow
washed ashore in southern Italy and
ended up in a Rome church, where they

are now venerated.

The apostlesroamed farandwide, and

some were buried far fi-om their homes.

St. Thomas, for example, evangelized

in India and tradition says his first tomb
was there. The bones ofthe apostles have

made equally long journeys, sometimes

back and forth over entire continents.

There are several reasons for this, Bissell

said. In many places, local Christians

feared desecration of the remains,

particularly by Ottoman soldiers.

Bissell said that in researching his

book he's especially interested in what
kind of devotion the apostles have
inspired in their burial locations.

Bissell said the local priest at Holy
Apostles told him he was the first person

in his eight years there who ever came
asking about Sts. Philip and James. Their

bones, after earlier sojourns in the ancient

cities ofHierapolis and Constantinople, are

preserved in a crypt below the main altar.

Join us on a pilgrimage to Italy with

Fr. Louis Canino, OFM

^PTEMBER 17-26, 2007
*Cost: $2,695.00

Visit Assisi - The land of St. Francis and pray in the Chapel of San
Damiano, Basilica of St. Clare, La Vema and other sacred places where St.

Francis walked and blessed by his loving presence. The trip will also in-

clude daily Mass, prayer and spiritual reflections. Thirty spots are avail-

able for this trip on a first come, first serve basis. Call St. Francis Springs

Prayer Center to register or to request further information. (336) 573-3751.

*Double occupancy. Price includes airi'are (including taxes), ground

transportation, tour guides, room in convent, and all meals except for three.

( I'his is a privately sponsored trip, not affiliated with the Diocese of Charlotte.)

June ] 0, Most Holy Body

and Blood of Christ

Cycle C Readings:

1) Genesis 14:18-20

Psalm 110:1-4

2) 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

3) Gospel) Luke 9: llb-17

Body and blood of

Christ an eternal

source for Catholics

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The pastor of my parish is on
sabbatical, so several retired priests have

shared responsibilities of sacramental

ministry for the last five months. Our
permanent deacon expected to give the

homily most weekends but was surprised

to find that the priests wanted to preach

the word themselves.

One of them, Msgr. Chet Michaels,

has become a favorite. It has been
interesting to hear parishioners often

quoting him when they are gathered for

other activities: "It's like Father Chet

said last Sunday ..." or "Father Chet
explained it so well."

As a catechist of youth, I particularly

was impressed at the number oftimes I heard

teenagers relate a lesson they'd leamed at

Mass from this 80-something priest!

On a recent Sunday he mentioned
to the congregation that it was the

60th anniversary of his first Mass as a

priest. The sheer number of years was
astounding enough. But more amazing
was the fact that he continues to share

the message of Jesus in resonant ways
and with a seemingly endless supply of
enthusiasm and fi-eshness.

No doubt the monsignor doesn't

worry about whether or not he can come
up with an effective way to bring God's
presence to the people. He believes and
practices the eternal source of Jesus

among people of faith. His lifetime of

ministry draws fi-om the same well as

did the feeding of the multitudes in this

weekend's Gospel.

Through Msgr. Michaels' inspired

words, the multitudes grow by
generations, and through the miracle of
Jesus' body and blood this source of life

is constant.

At one Mass Msgr. Michaels, after

elevating the host, started right into

the memorial acclamation. The deacon

whispered that he'd forgotten to bless

the wine. As the last words of the

acclamation still echoed in the sanctuary,

the priest intoned, "Likewise he took

the cup and we followed with the

Memorial Acclamation again.

Somehow it was a graced moment,
remembering that with Jesus there is

always more, and celebrating him feeds,

our endless desire.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 10-16

Sunday (The Body and Blood of Christ), Genesis 14:15-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Luke

9:11-17; Monday (St. Barnabas), Acts 11:21-26; 13:1-3, Matthew 5:1-12; Tuesday, 2 Corin-

thians 1:18-22, Matthew 5:13-16; Wednesday (St. Anthony of Padua), 2 Corinthians 3:4-11,

Matthew 5:17-19; Thursday, 2 Corinthians 3:15— 4:1, 3-6, Matthew 5:20-26; Friday (Sacred

Heart of Jesus), Ezekiel 34:11-16, Romans 5:5-11, Luke 15:3-7; Saturday (Immaculate Heart

of Mary), 2 Corinthians 5:14-21, Luke 2:41-51.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 1 7-23

Sunday(Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time), 2 Samuel 12:7-10, 13, Galatians 2:16, 19-21,

Luke 7:36— 8:3; Monday, 2 Corinthians 6:1-10, Matthew 5:3842; Tuesday (St. Romuald), 2

Corinthians 8:1-9, Matthew 5:43-48; Wednesday,2 Corinthians 9:6-11, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18;

Thursday (St. Aloysius Gonzaga), 2 Corinthians 11:1-11, Matthew 6:7-1 5; Friday (St. Paulinus

Sts. John Fisher and Thomas More), 2 Corinthians 11:18, 21-30, Matthew 6: 19-23; Saturday,

2 Corinthians 12:1-10, Matthew 6:24-34.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 24-30

Sunday (Birth of St. John the Baptist), Isaiah 49:1-6, Acts 13:22-26, Luke 1:57-66, 80; Monday,

Genesis 12:1-9 Matthew 7:1 -5; Tuesday, Genesis 13:2, 5-18, Matthew 7:6, 12-14; Wednesday

(St. Cyril ofAlexandria), Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18, Matthew7:15-20; Thursday (St. Irenaeus),

Genesis 16:1-12, 15-16, Mari< 7:21-29; Friday (Sts. Peter and Paul), Acts 12:1-11, 2 Timothy

4:6-8, 17-18, Matthew 16:13-19; Saturday (First Martyrs of Rome), Genesis 18:1-15, Luke

1:46-50, 53-55, Matthew 8:5-17.

ce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

1401 Patron Ave.

Asheville, NC
(828) 2'>2-3535

72 long Shoak Road

Arden, NC
687-33.30
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Retired.
Not retiring.

Kathy has her own idea of wellness. Some days, it's a hole-in-one.

Other times, it's gardening, gourmet dining, and grandchildren.

Soon, she'll have more time for it all. Being carefree feels good.

Living here will feel great... like hitting the green. Because

here, wellness is a way of life.

Pennybyrn at Maryfield is opening soon and residence

selection is becoming limited - act now!

pgKIKrVBVKKl
at MARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260

(336) 886-4103 or (866) 627-9343

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com

Sponsored by the Sisters ofthe Poor Servants of the Mother ofGod

m MAG/CNH/Ret3

Pope calls violence in media aimed

at young people unacceptable

Youngpeople need to develop a tastefor what is

'morally valid, 'says pope

BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Portraying

violence, antisocial behavior and
vulgar sexual content in the media is

unacceptable, especially when aimed

at a young audience. Pope Benedict

XVI said.

The pope appealed to both media

magnates and workers in the field of

communications to "safeguard the

common good, respect truth and protect

the dignity of the person and family."

The pope's remarks May 20
commemorated World Communications

Day, which is celebrated in most countries

on that day. He made his comments
before praying the "Regina Coeli" from

the window of the Apostolic Palace at

the Vatican.

Today's mass media have to help

make programming and entertainment an

educational experience thatpromotes "the

dignity of the human person, marriage

and the family, and the accomplishments

and aims of civilization," he said.

The pope, who chose this year's

theme, "Children and the Media: A
Challenge for Education," said parents,

teachers and parish communities "are

called to collaborate to educate children

and young people to be selective" in their

viewing and to develop "a critical attitude"

toward what is offered in the media.

Young people need help in developing

"a taste for what is aesthetically and

morally valid," he said.

Meanwhile, U.S. Archbishop John

P. Foley, president of the Pontifical

Council for Social Communications,

said young people need help in becoming

responsible consumers of media so

that "they might be open and sensitive

to positive messages in the media and

resistant to messages that could do them

harm and lead them away not only from

merely human virtues but also from

supernatural truth."

Children need to be taught "how
to distinguish the true from the false,

the substantial fi-om the ephemeral, the

constructive fi-om the destructive," he

said in a May 18 homily at the Pontifical

Gregorian University in Rome.
In their search for what is true, he said,

children also need to learn about Jesus, j

"who is the personification of the truth."

"There are so many offerings in each

medium that there is a need for guidance

and preparation," he said.

Come an<l join us for a Spiritual Retreat!

"Be Not Afraid"
Accepting God's Love,

Healing, Forgiveness and Blessings

July 13-15 (Fri., Sat., Sun.)

St. Jolm NoilIliami Ckurck, Ckarlotte

8451 Idlewild Road, 28227
. www.4sinc.or^ •

SpeaJRers

Ned Dou^kerty - autkor of Tlie Fast Lane to Heaven, a celestial encounter tkat

ckanged kis life (www.fastlanetokeaven.com)

Rev. Russell Ortega, OSA - pastor of St. Jokn Neumann and retreat spiritual

director

Rev. Deogratis Rwegasira, AJ. - St. Bernard Ckurck, Easton, Pa; Missionary of

Soutk Africa

Dr. Cris Villapando — Diocesan Director of Faitk Formation Program; instructor

of moral tkeology for lay ministry programs

Darcy M. Tatotako, MD — Catkolic lay minister for apologetics; professor of

opktkalmology; servant oftke Lord

Bill Milligan — pariskioner of St. Jokn Neumann; kuskand, fatker, grandfatker,

soldier, teacker, coack, lay minister and kusinessman

Ferdinand Roccanti — Catkolic lay evangelist; poor, unakle to read, kecomes a

millionaire, gives it all away; kas doukle vision and kecomes a spiritual artist

Flory Ackong — orpkaned on streets of Costa Rica, now klessed witk spiritual gifts

Cost for all 3 days: $35 (snacks daily, Sat. niglit dinner)

Registration deadline: Jime 15

Info: Stepkanie Alder: 704-365-2209 or Betk Manning: 704-365-6601
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Dynamic Parish Seeking Director of Faith Formation

St. Aloysius in. Hiclcory, NC is seelcing director of
Faith Formation. The position xvilVbe open sJuly 1.

Candidate must be a practicing Catholic with a
Bachelor's Degree in theology or similar discipline

or have the equivalent experience.
Send resume & references to: Search
Committee c/o St. Aloysius Catholic
Church, 921 2nd St. NE, Hickory, NC
28601 orstaloysius@charter.net

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND LITURGY

Good Shepherd, Cumming, GA seeks full-time Director of Music and Liturgy to oversee 1600-family parish

liturgical music program including adult choir cantors and musical ensembles. Will wori< with parish staff on all

liturgical needs and will assist in planning weddings and funerals as well as appropriate liturgical rites and

prayers. Ability to implement additional musical ensembles required. Good woridng knowledge of Catholic

liturgy with proven leadership skills and excellent musical abilities in keyboard and conducting. Salary

commensurate v#i education and experience. Rease fex resume and cover letter in c/o Fr Peter J. Rau:

770887-2241

Director of Campus and Young Adult Ministry

The Catholic Diocese of Richmond seeks a Director of Campus and Young Adult

Ministry. TTie director is responsible for coordinating the diocesan ministry to and with the

young adults on the college and university campuses of the diocese and in the parishes.

The director also oversees the Encounter with Christ program and the administration of

the office. The position requires a minimum of master's degree in ministry or a dosely

related field and at least five years' professional experience in campus ministry. Qosing

date: June 15, 2007. Additional infomriation is available on the diocesan website,

www.richmonddiocese.org. Interested applicants should submit a letter of interest and

diocesan application to dmahanes@richmonddiocese.org, or mail to D.G. Mahanes,

Director of Human Resources, Catholic Diocese of Richmond, 811 Cathedral Place,

Richmond, VA 23220.

Parish Business Manager

St. Thomas the Apostle Church, 1580 St. Thomas Way, Lenoir City, TN 37772

E-mail: FRDAVID@STH0MASLC.COM

Rapidly growing parish of 700+ families seeks an experienced business manager to c»nduct the

business affairs and manage tfie facilities of the parish in a professional, ethical, effective and

efficient manner Candidate must be an active member of a Roman Catholic parish community.

Minimum five years experience in business office management and/or Cattiolic paristi office

operations, including but not limited to a comprehensive understanding of supen/isory and

administrative procedures and personnel issues. Thorough knowledge of the principals of

accounting and the ability to analyze financial data and budget infonnation are essential. A

worthing knowledge of pertinent stale and federal laws, maintenance procedures, security issue

and the infomial networt< of communication within a parish will also serve this candidate well. A

bachebr's degree is required. Salary commensurate with education and experience; full range

of benefits included. Submit resume by 6/20/07 to Search Committee at e-mail address above.

Director of IVIusic Ministries

St. Thomas the Apostle Church, 1580 St. Thomas Way, Lenoir City, TN 37772

E-mail: FaerieKP@aol.com

Rapidly growing parish of 700+ families seeks an experienced and accomplished pastoral

musician to lead parish music ministry program. Unique opportunity to work in bi-lingual parish

with both English and Spanish communities, and to develop a model program within the

diocese. Primary responsibilities include developing and directing choral programs for choirs

and ensembles, coaching instrunnentalists and cantors, developing music skills among youth

and the broader parish at large, and participation in parish liturgy planning. Salary

commensurate with education and experience; full range of benefits included. Submit resume

by 6/1 2/07 to Search Committee at e-mail address above.

Principal - St. Peter's Catholic School

Beaufort, SC

For 2007-2008 school year K4 through 8th; salary $60,000-$70,000

commensurate with experience. Qualifications: active Catholic, 2 years'

administrative experience, valid teaching aedential, Master's in Educational

Administration or related field. Mail statement of education philosophy, resume, &

references to SPCS, Attn: Search Committee, 70 Lady's Island Drive, Beaufort SC 29907 or email

award@stpeters-church.org or call 843-982-6245. Closing date: June 15, 2007.

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION

St. Paul the Apostle Church is a community that is committed to

Intergenerational Catechesis and is seeking an experienced Director of

Faith Fomiation. The position will be open as of July 1 , 2007.

Candidate must be a practicing Catholic with a master's degree in Catholic

theotogy and a minimum of five years pastoral experience. Send resume

and references to: Susie Barnes, St Paul theAposHe Catholic Church, 2715

Horse Pen Creek Rd, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (336) 294-6149; e-mail

sbames@stpaukx;.org.

Regional Minister of Christian Formation

for Small Parishes

The Catholic Diocese of Richmond seeks a Minister of Christian Fomiation Ibr the Appalachian

area of the diocese. Die selected individual will support the kxal volunteer catechetical leaders in

tiie 18 small parishes of Region 10 through consultation, resourcing, and implementation of the

diocesan catechetical norms, and PATHWAYS, ttie diocesan catechist certification prxess. The

regional minister will also promote Adult Faith Fomiation in tiie regbn and oversee tfie Regbn 10

Resource Library. Tlie selected individual will have a master's degree in Religious Education,

Theotogy, or Pastoral Ministry, and have at least ttiree years' experience as a catechetical leader,

preferably w/itii small and/or rural parishes.

For a position description and additional information regarding this position, contact

Dennis Beeman, 804-359-5661, ext 113; dbeeman@richmonddiocese.org.

—

I

Director of Development

The Catholic Diocese of Richmond seeks a Director of Development The diredor will

develop, implement and monitor a comprehensive diocesan development plan, consistent

with the mission and vision of Catholic schools and will also plan, coordinate, and

implement the diocesan Annual Appeal. Qualifications include demonstrated successful

experience in fund-raising and development (preferably in a non-protit environment) and a

bachelor's degree in Business Administration, Marketing, Communications or Public

Relations or related study or experience, a master's degree and fund-raising certification

are prefen^ed. Additional information is available on the diocesan website,

www.richmonddiocese.org. Closing date: June 15, 2007. Interested applicants should

submit a letter of interest and diocesan application to dmahanes@richmonddiocese.org,

or mail to D.G. Mahanes, Director of Human Resources, Catholic Diocese of Richmond,

811 Cathedral Place, Richmond, VA 23220.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church in Greensk)oro has an immediate opening for

a full time Director of Music Ministry. Applicant needs a solid background in traditional

Catholic Masses and music, vocal, organ and piano skills, and the ability to motivate,

expand and lead both youth and adult choirs. Salary commensurate with experience

and ability. Full benefits available. Applicants who meet these requirements should

send their resumes to: Tom Johnson, Our Lady of Grace Church, 201 South

Chapman St, Greensboro, NC 27403; or fax to: (336) 274-7326.
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Success, challenges mark fifth

anniversary of charter

CHARTER, from page 1

"Absolutely yes," answers Patricia

O'Donnell Ewers, chairwoman of the

National Review Board overseeing

the bishops' compliance with child

protection policies.

Structures have been put in place

for dealing pastorally with victims

who come forward with allegations;

millions of parents, clergy, employees

and children are being educated on
child sex abuse prevention; background

checks are being done on clergy and

church workers; and procedures have

been developed for reporting allegations

to public authorities, said Ewers, an

educator and former president of Pace

University in New York.

The Diocese of Charlotte has been

audited annually by the U.S. bishops'

Office of Child and Youth Protection

and has been found to be in compliance

with the "Charter for the Protection of

Children and Young People." Approved
at the U.S. bishops' meeting in Dallas

June 13-15, 2002, the charter contains

the sex abuse prevention policies.

In addition to adhering to the charter,

the Diocese of Charlotte revised its

"Policy of the Diocese of Charlotte

Concerning Ministry-Related Sexual

Misconduct by Church Personnel" in

July 2003.

For Thomas Plante, a psychologist

who treats clergy sex abusers and
victims, the policies are good and the

U.S. church is setting an example for the

rest of society. But the key to success is

"if dioceses and religious orders do what
the policies say with integrity," he said.

Implementation has been uneven,

he said. "Some dioceses and religious

orders are further along than others."

Plante works with the Diocese of San
Jose, Calif., and several religious orders

to help them judge accusations and to

establish prevention policies.

For critics, especially those who are

victims, the policies are toothless pledges

aimed more at improving the image of
the church than at helping to end child

sex abuse.

Much of the criticism centers around

the issue of the hierarchy's credibility

in fighting abuse because of decades of
alleged cover-ups that occurred in some

Classifieds

FOR RENT

LAKE LURE VACATION CABIN: Beautiftil

mountain setting inside Lake Lure city limits.

New, spotless, spacious, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths,

wrap-around deck. Spectacular views! Close to

all area activities. Relax for weekend, week or

dioceses where bishops allowed priests-

to continue in ministry although they

continually abused children.

Some critics have said the cover-ups

are at least as bad as the abuse.

Ewers and other church officials say

major tasks now include overcoming the

loss of trust in the church, improving the

quality of the programs and streamlining

church procedures for investigating and

judging whether a priest is guilty.

"The U.S. church is trying to

create the safest environment that

can be humanly created," said Teresa

Kettelkamp, executive director of the

Office of Child and Youth Protection,

which helps dioceses implement the

policies and audits compliance.

But church leaders have to avoid

"issue fatigue" since protecting children

is a never-ending task, she said. "Some
refuse to hear the evidence of the

successes of the church," she said.

"Others say the issue is behind us. This is

not the case either."

Key charterprovisions

The National Review Board and the

Office of Child and Youth Protection

were established by the 2002 charter,

which was updated in 2005.

Also approved in 2002 by the bishops

was a companion document called the

"Essential Norms for Diocesan/Eparchial

Policies Dealing With Allegations of

Sexual Abuse of Minors by Priests

or Deacons," which established legal

procedures under church law for applying

charter policies. The norms were updated

in 2006. The charter and norms have

Vatican approval. Other key charter

provisions include:

— Establishing offices to receive

accusations and to provide professional

counseling to victims.

— Setting up diocesan review boards

to examine accusations and advise the

bishop on policies.

— Permanently removing a priest

or deacon fi-om ministry after he admits

. committing abuse or his guilt is established

after an appropriate church process,

commonly referred to as "zero tolerance."

— Improving seminary training and
providing ongoing priestly formation

programs to strengthen the commitment
to celibacy.

— Cooperating with a Vatican-

supervised on-site examination of U.S.

seminaries.

more. Reasonable. Military discount. No Pets.

828-299-3714

CONDO: Myrtle Beach. 3 bedroom, 2.5

bath. Available weeks of: 5/26, 6/9, 7/28.
336-924-2842.

PRAYERS & PETITIONS

Thank you, St. Jude, for hearing my novena. Please

answer. DL

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@ctiarlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, Tfie Catfiolic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC' 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Besides these practical programs,

the charter also commissioned a study

on the causes and context of the sex

abuse scandal. The study, targeted for

completion in 2010, plans to examine

how bishops responded to the crisis, the

social attitudes in the general society

at the time of the abuses and priestly

formation programs.

It will complement a previous study

on the nature and scope of the clergy sex

abuse crisis. The nature and scope study

gathered statistical data about the crisis

from the 1950-2002 period.

Diocese of Charlotte

In the Diocese of Charlotte since

the charter's implementation five years

ago, 41,288 members of the clergy,

diocesan employees, parish volunteers

and students have received training that

describes inappropriate behavior and
explains what steps to take when the

behavior is witnessed.

During the last fiscal year, the

diocese has provided financial assistance

to or on behalf of victims, all of which

was used for counseling services. As in

the past, none of these fiands came from

the Diocesan Support Appeal or from

parish savings.

Also in the past fiscal year, more than

4,500 background checks were processed

on clergy, employees and volunteers. And
as a part of its commitment to support

the charter, the Diocese of Charlotte

has appointed a coordinator to assist

survivors of sexual abuse. The assistance

coordinator can help victims whether

the incident took place in the Diocese of

Charlotte or in another diocese.

The work ahead

For many victims and victims'

advocacy groups, however, the policies

"are purely and simply public relations,"

said David-Clohessy, national director of

the Survivors Network of those Abused
by Priests.

The situation for children has only

been "marginally improved" because the

policies remain a "set ofpromises" that a

bishop can ignore, he said.

To improve the situation, bishops

should support expanding the statute of

limitations for criminal and civil actions

in child sex abuse cases, he said.

The Vatican should make it

mandatory for bishops to comply with

the charter, added Clohessy, one of four

clergy sex abuse victims who addressed

the bishops at their Dallas meeting.

Ewers said the "wounds are so deep"

for many victims that "I can understand

the anger no matter what" the church

does to rectify the situation.

At the same time, "I've seen a

dramatic change in attitude by religious

authorities toward victims, from
confrontation to welcoming," she said,

noting that many bishops have met
personally with victims.

There is also a need to balance

justice for victims with fairness for

accused clergy, she said.

Ewers favored maintaining the

"zero tolerance" policy but said ways
have to be found to speed the process

by which church officials determine if a

clergyman has committed an abuse "so

someone is not in limbo for years" with

his reputation tarnished.

Nor are long delays in making a

decision helpful for victims, she said.

A related issue, said Ewers, is how to

monitor priests during the interval when
an accusation has been deemed credible

but no final decision has been made.

Also under discussion is whether the

church should monitor priests removed
from ministry after a determination has

been made that they abused a minor.

Bishop Gregory M. Aymond of
Austin, Texas, chairman of the bishops'

Committee for the Protection of Children

and Young People, said the church is

struggling over the issue of what to do

with priests who have been removed from

ministry. There is a fear that, once severed

from church control, they can abuse again

in the general society, he said.

Deciding how and ifthis can be done

is complicated and bishops have sought

the advice of law enforcement officials,

he said. "I can't say we have a solution."

Overall, children are safer now, said

Bishop A5Tnond. "I'm not saying we're

finished. We still have a lot more to do. But

we are determined to do it well," he said.

Contributing to this article was
Editor Kevin E. Murray.

WANT MORE INFO?

The sexual abuse victim coordinator

for the Diocese of Charlotte is David

Harold. Contact him at (704) 370-3363

or dvi/harold@charlottediocese.org.
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Catholics in the ^spin zone'
Fear mongering is a shameless but

profitable business

The claim of popular cable

commentator Bill O'Reilly that his

program is "fair and balanced" received

a stunning rebuke recently in a study that

compared him to 1930s radio personality

Father Charles Coughlin.

The study, "Villains, Victims and

the Virtuous in Bill O'Reilly's 'No-Spin

Zone'" was conducted by three Indiana

University social science researchers and

was published in May.

Who was Father Coughlin? He
was perhaps the first person to use the

fledging medium of radio to broadcast

inflammatory messages.

Father Coughlin hosted a weekly

program from his home diocese of

Detroit. The views he expressed initially

supported the status quo of the time,

which included President Franklin

D. Roosevelt's New Deal (a series of

programs between 1933-1938 with the

goal of relief, recovery and reform of the

United States economy during the Great

Depression).

But as the Depression decade wore

on. Father Coughlin's views changed

radically. He became anti-Semitic in

his denunciation of international Jewish

bankers. He was openly sympathetic to

both Hitler and Mussolini.

Father Coughlin and O'Reilly have

a lot in common. Both use fear-based

rhetoric and both have, or had, large

followings.

Father Coughlin's estimated weekly

audience was 9 million listeners. He
received more than 80,000 letters a

week. O'Reilly is the most watched cable

commentator. He was raised Catholic and

attended Catholic schools, but his faith is

not as obvious to his viewers as the collar-

wearing Father Coughlin's was.

Roosevelt and others tried

unsuccessfully to moderate Father

Coughlin's speech and later forced him
off the air. Father Coughlin's voice

wasn't completely silenced until 1942

when a new Detroit bishop ordered him
back to pastoral ministry, in which he

served until retiring in 1966. He died in

relative obscurity in 1 979.

Father Coughlin's use of radio

to radiate fear was so revolutionary

that a systematic method to analyze

propaganda speech was developed by

an organization called the Institute for

Propaganda Analysis (IPA).

The Indiana University researchers

used the tools created by the IPA to

measure the "Talking Points" segment

that kicks off each O'Reilly broadcast.

What they found was that, compared to

O'Reilly, Father Coughlin was a "choir

boy" in his use ofname-calling and other

propaganda devices.

O'Reilly uses name-calling a lot.

The researchers found that, on average.

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID HAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

he called someone or something a

name every nine seconds. His favorite

targets are immigrants, terrorists and

foreigners, followed by lefl:-leaning news
organizations and politicians.

Father Coughlin, by comparison,

used name-calling about half as much as

O'Reilly.

O'Reilly has his pets, too. The
military, the criminal justice system and

the Bush administration are typically

displayed as virtuous. But only about

15 percent of the "Talking Points" are

devoted to virtue. The bulk of these

diatribes is devoted to villains and
victims, to what scares us rather than

what reassures.

Despite the claim of being "fair and

balanced," both O'Reilly and the Fox
News Channel are not. Programming
is designed to appeal to conservatives,

which in the increasingly fragmented

media marketplace is apparently a good

business strategy.

Fox News outdraws the other news
networks — CNN and MSNBC — and

consequently earns more money.

Making a solid business case for

programs that twist reality to suit the

viewers' tastes may shine up a quarterly

profit statement, but the price is high as

civil discourse in our society declines

with name-calling and endless interviews

that collapse into shouting matches.

The technology of media has

made great advances since Father

Coughlin ruled the airwaves. We have

hundreds of TV channels, and stunning

lifelike graphics allow us to escape into

mesmerizing videogame worlds.

Yet the ratings prove that we are still

attracted by fear mongering and the siren

call of doom.

It is all the sadder that O'Reilly

and Father Coughlin, the icons of

this downward spiral of spin, are

both Catholics, the faith of love and

forgiveness.

David Hains is director

of communication for the Diocese

of Charlotte . Contact him at

dwhains@charlottediocese. org.

A podcast of this column is

available on the diocesan Web site,

www. charlottediocese. org.

Debunking bad science
The opinions expressed in letters

to the editor by readers Kevin Roeten

and Frank Carrillo regarding the cause

of global warming were right on target

("Concerns over 'global warming,'"

May 18).

This hysteria was created by Al
Gore and left-wing scientists and
non-scientists without due regard to

the opinions of highly respected and

credentialed climatologists such as

Dr. John Christy, lead author on the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change's Third Assessment Report,

and Dr. Richard Lindzen, meteorology

professor at Massachusetts Institute

of Technology, both of whom debunk
much of the global warming data.

Research conducted by these two
scientists, along with many of their

peers, often doesn't get reported in the

mainstream media. Follow the money
trail, just like embryonic stem-cell

research, and there you will find the not-

so-hidden agenda.

While the concerns ofthe Catholic

Church and other organizations
are certainly admirable, I believe that they

are being taken in by a segment of our

society that is deviously creating a "climate

of fear" for their own personal goals.

General circulation models
predicting fiiture calamities are inexact at

best and leave out critical data for more
accurately predicting future climate

changes. This is an issue of unsettled

science and not politics.

If the money spent on reducing

greenhouse emissions were spent

on infrastructures and investment in

capitalism in third world countries, lives

would improve dramatically. While we
can all help in reducing our energy bills,

man-made global warming has yet to be

scientifically proven.

— Bill LaMay
Matthews

Letters to the Editor

Commending articles on

abstinence, chastity
I was delighted and grateful to

read of the letter fi-om Bishops Peter

J. Jugis and Michael F. Burbridge
to the N.C. legislature regarding the

pending bill modifying the current

"sex education" curriculum in public

schools ("Abstinence before marriage,"

May 18) and of Cardinal Justin Rigali's

letter to the U.S. House and Senate

addressing essentially the same issue

("Avoid 'compromised' message in

sex education, cardinal says," May
18). Thank God for their sorely needed

prophetic voices!

The article on the draft of guidelines

being reviewed by the bishops ("Bishops

get draft of guidelines for education

in chaste living," May 18) too was a

welcome and much-needed magisterial

teaching from our American shepherds.

But nowhere was mentioned the

virtue of modesty, which protects the

virtue of chastity, mentioned. I'm hoping

it was just an oversight in the Catholic

News Service report and that it will be

addressed in the final document.

The Catholic catechism eloquently

articulates the beauty and necessity of

this "forgotten virtue." I would urge all

parents, teachers and grandparents who

gall-

are concerned about the loss of the virtue

of chastity in our society to read it ifthey

haven't already done so.

— Estelle Wisneski

Charlotte

Fighting domestic violence
I applaud the article on the symptoms

and causes of domestic violence
("Fighting back with faith," May 18).

I agree with Augustinian Father

Francis Doyle's statements about how
our Catholic communities have not often

engaged in this issue. I am a Catholic ^

woman and health care provider who
has worked with victims of domestic

violence. It is my experience that the

church has rarely been available toi'

support women who have summonedV
the courage to reveal that abuse is part of

their daily married life.

Many of these women are Catholic jP'

and live under the assumption that the

vows of marriage are sacred in the eyes

ofGod "until death do us part." So whom
do women of faith turn to first when
they are ready to admit to the emotional

i"^'

damage that domestic violence has

caused them? It is not a divorce attorney;

it is a priest. ,

It is my hope and prayer th^r"
Father Doyle's efforts and the article

will launch activism in the Catholic

community regarding the un-Christ-

like and potentially criminal aspects cff|''''

domestic violence. I

It is time for Catholics to join those

who will work for justice in cases of

domestic abuse. Let us help to find

peaceful resolutions for survivors and

their children. I personally pledge my
own activism toward this work in our

church, in whatever way my skills can be

of service to women and to God.
— Rosemary Nocella, RN

Fort Mill, S.C.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes

letters from readers. We ask that

letters be originals of 250 words or

fewer, pertain to recent newspaper

content or Catholic issues, and be in

good taste.

To be considered for publication,

each letter must include the name,

address and daytime phone number

ofthe writerfor purpose of verification.

Letters may be condensed due to

space limitations and edited for

clarity, style and factual accuracy

The Catholic News & Herald does

not publish poetry, form letters or

petitions. Items submitted to The

Catholic News & Herald become
the property of the newspaper and

are subject to reuse, in whole or in

part, in print, electronic formats and

archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor,

The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, ore-mail

catholicnews@chariottediocese.org.
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Apostle to the poor, friend to

the needy
Father McKenna remembered for raising

awareness, bringing hope
m

On a Saturday in mid-May, several

hundred Washington, D.C., area Catholics

gathered to mark the 25th anniversary

of the death of Jesuit Father Horace

McKenna (1899-1982).

He was an apostle to the poor who
fed the hungry and sheltered the homeless

while urging others to find permanent

solutions to these problems. Immediate

care for Washington's hungry and homeless

continues today in the McKenna Center

I],
in the basement of St. Aloysius Church,

where this good pastor worked.

' Those who gathered wanted to

celebrate Father McKenna's life and

search for ways to extend his influence

particularly in the nation's capital,

through advocacy and relief for the

hungry and homeless.

Father McKenna expressed his

solidarity with the poor by sleeping

occasionally in homeless shelters and

eating in soup kitchens. He once told

me that he tried for a while to get along

without wearing underwear just to be

closer to the poor, but that proved not to

be such a good idea.

We're middle class," he said, "and

we have to be ifwe're going to be around

long enough to help the poor."

As one who knew and admired

Father McKenna, I would like to let him
speak here in his own words:

"If the church does not care for the

poor, they will be neglected. That is the

test of our faithfulness to Christ: how we
relate to the poor."

"I really believe that every person is

a revelation ofGod— the joy of God, the

love of God. I feel that the human person

on the street is the appearance of Jesus

Christ consumed with human needs."

"The poor are here, I believe, to

teach us that we must live modestly."

"The church without social work is

like Christ without miracles."

"Our Lord did his miracles

instantaneously at a word, but his church

— his brothers, his sisters, his fathers

and mothers— have to do their miracles

slowly."

"The poor can't lift themselves up

by their own bootstraps because they

have no boots."

"I think we need to have marches
— hunger marches, marches for the

homeless, marches for peace. We need

to make the government realize it should

not spend our food money on armaments

for war."

Whether or not there will be marches

on Washington to extend the McKenna
legacy is anybody's guess. There will

be, I suspect, strategic planning to

organize alumni of Washington-area

Jesuit schools and parishioners from the

Looking

Around

JESUIT FATHER
WILLIAM J.

BYRON
CNS COLUMNIST

two Jesuit parishes in the nation's capital

to make something happen in providing

food and housing for the poor.

Forty years ago, with nudging

and encouragement from Father

McKenna, the Washington, D.C.,

chapter of the Georgetown University

Alumni Association used its corporate

clout to facilitate the federally frinded

construction of the 199-unit Sursum

Corda low-income housing project just a

few blocks from Capitol Hill.

Those units are now owned by the

residents in a limited equity partnership.

Private developers are offering to buy

out the present residents to make room

for an enlargement of capacity and

reorganization of ownership that will

result in many more market-rate units

and far fewer subsidized housing units

for the poor.

Although Father McKenna is no

longer around to speak up for the

poor, it is likely that some influential

Washingtonians who are part of the

Jesuit network and who remember
Father McKenna will try to make his

voice heard in policy debates.

Those debates will affect some of

today's poor in whom Horace McKenna
would see "the appearance of Jesus

Christ consumed with human needs."

Season of happiness
Many events happening to savor, remember

Parish

Diary

Spring is the season ofhappiness. So

many happy events in parish life.

We have first Communions,
confirmations, weddings, armiversaries,

graduations and retirements.

So many times to dress up. So many
photos to be taken, invitations to send

out, gifts to buy and cakes to be eaten.

As the kids say, "I'm down with all that"

— especially the eating part.

Like most parish priests, I get a little

dizzy since we hardly have a chance to

catch our breath from Easter before the

spring round robin of events.

I have to say I love it, even though I

moan and groan a little.

My favorite is first Communion. The
children are so excited. They take it so

seriously. They listen so intently. They
really enjoy getting their photos taken.

The boys get their first clip-on

necktie. Sometimes it stays on until the

end of Mass. The girls get their fancy

white dresses, veils, shoes, and little

purses. Girls definitely get more stuff.

This year as the children were lining

up for first Communion I told them all

they looked beautiful.

The boys corrected me— "We look

tandsome."
I asked the girls if they looked like

-rides or queens. One girl volunteered,

'We look like angels."

Confirmation is joyous, but in

an adolescent sort of way. The joy is

coupled with relief "Whew, we at least

got them this far!"

I always thank the parents for

bringing their children up in the faith.

This year the archbishop tossed our

children a couple of softball questions.

Each time there was that moment when
all seemed struck dumb. Then after

a poke from a teacher or a sponsor, a

hesitant hand went up.

The way young people talk today,

it makes their answers sound like

questions: "Sacraments?!"

The archbishop affirmed them all

and made a nice save out ofevery answer,

much to the relief of their pastor.

Weddings are high anxiety. That's

because they include mothers of the

bride and wedding coordinators. They
are a highly combustible mixture. Brides

hire wedding coordinators to control

their mothers.

Once the wedding march has begun
the anxiety is largely left behind.

In recent years I have taken to

inserting two pauses into weddings.

The first one comes when the bride

and groom get to the altar. I tell them

"sotto voce," to take a deep breath. I

remind them that they look radiant.

The other pause comes at the homily.

FATHER PETER
DALY

CNS COLUMNIST

I stop and ask for silence: "Let's just savor

this moment for a while. Let's listen to our

hearts beating in union with the bride and

groom, saying, 'We love you.'"

The graduations, anniversaries and

retirements are less painstaking. Pretty

much the drill is just one, two, three:

One, get a card. Two, show up. Three,

eat some cake.

Each spring the jubilee celebration

for priests is a bittersweet celebration.

This year I took along the young
seminarian who is staying at our parish.

I told him, "Come and see what you
will look like in 40 years."

When all the elder brothers line

up for the Mass, I see myself in them.

It is a well-worn group. Some are on

walkers. Some have canes. Some are in

wheelchairs. But most look pretty good.

At jubilees there is a different kind

of joy and beauty. It is not the joy of

beginnings and future hopes. It is the

joy of accomplishment and gratitude for

the past. It is the beauty of wisdom and

experience.

This really is a season of happiness.

Line up and smile for the photo.

Pope says only

God is flawless,

imperfect people

need forgiveness

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Only

God is thoroughly flawless and holy;

imperfect people are constantly in need

of forgiveness, Pope Benedict XVI said.

Christians, even great theologians,

need to be humble and accept both their

own weaknesses and the weaknesses of

the church, "because only God is really

completely holy. We, instead, constantly

need forgiveness," the pope said at his

May 30 weekly general audience.

More than 32,000 pilgrims from all

over the world gathered in St. Peter's

Square for the audience. The pope

continued his catechesis on the Fathers of

the Church and early church teachers by

focusing on TertuUian, a second-century

theologian and apologist bom in Carthage,

an ancient city in North Africa.

Through hismany writings, Tertullian

refuted accusations pagan authorities

launched against the early Christians,

and explained and defended Christian

teachings and fraditions, the pope said.

"An essential characteristic of a great

theologian must always be the humility

to stay with the church, to accept its and

one's own weaknesses, because only

God is really completely holy," he said.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In our catechesis on the Fathers and

teachers ofthe early Church, we now turn

to Tertullian, an Afiican from Carthage

and the first great Christian author to

write in Latin.

A convert to Christianity, Tertullian

became an eloquent apologist for the faith,

not only defending it from its defractors

but striving to present positively the

Gospel message in dialogue with the

pagan intellectual tradition.

He emphasized the unity of God
while affirming the divinity of Christ

and the Holy Spirit. Tertullian's

terminology of three "persons" in one

divine "substance" marked a significant

advance in the development of the

dogma of the Trinity.

His works also bear witness to the

emerging understanding of the dignity of

Our Lady, the nature of the church, the

Petrine Primacy and the sacraments.

Tertullian grounds the Christian

life in prayer and in hope based on the

resurrection of Jesus Christ. Converted

by the sufferings of the martyrs, whose

blood he called the seed ofthe church (cf

Ap., 50.13), Tertullian grew increasingly

rigoristic, and eventually left the church's

communion.

Yet he remains an influential witness to

the church's rule of faith and an important

figure in the perennial dialogue between

the Gospel and the world of culture.
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Celebrating service

Courtesy Photo

Members of the Abbot Vincent G. Taylor Assembly Fourth Degree honor guard take part in a Memorial Day

service at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Greensboro May 27. The cemetery features a veteran's memorial.

Join us: ^'CRUISE INFO MEETING"

7 pm, Tuesday, June 26

Slide presentation, answers to your questions by

travel rep at Pastoral Center, Charlotte. All are

welcome! Call for reservation (704) 370-3332.

NO RISK to hold space — FULL refund before July 31 st

The Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to leave winter behind and explore the

SOUTHERN eARIBBEAN
and the PANAMA eANAL

January 31- February II, 2008
AU family and friends are welcome to join with

Fr. Mo West as we cruise from Ft. L^auderdale. Florida
aboard Holland America's luxury ship ms Volendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach
hammock, learn about Bahamian culture
* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a
submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy
beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level
* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jungle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native
markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of HoHand
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!
Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES air fare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ship trainsfers, taxes, baggage
handling and all port charges!

Deposits are due before August 1st and there is NO RISK to hold your space today
- FULL REFUND before 7/31/07. Plus, early bookings'receive best cabin choice.

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332

Courtesy Photos

Knights of Columbus celebrate the national organization's 125th anniversary during a special Mass at

Our Lady of Grace Church in Greensboro May 29.

Knights ofColumbus celebrate 125
years ofservice

GREENSBORO—The Greensboro-

based Knights of Columbus Piedmont

Council 939 recently celebrated

the national organization's 125th

anniversary.

Fifty members and their families,

as well as 24 members of the Abbot
Vincent G. Taylor Assembly honor
guard, gathered for a special Mass
at Our Lady of Grace Church in

Greensboro May 29.
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Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

F Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

The Mass was celebrated by Msgr. ,'

Mauricio W. West, vicar general and*
chancellor of the Diocese of Charlotte,

and Msgr. Joseph Showfety, a retired

diocesan priest.

The Knights of Columbus is

Catholic fraternal organization founded

in the United States by Father Michael|

McGivney in 1882.

Most of its 1.7 milHon members are

in the United States, but it has councils ir

Canada, Mexico, Philippines, Dominicar

Republic, the Bahamas, the Virgir

Islands, Guatemala, Guam, Saipar

and Poland.

There are more than 12,100 Knights

of Columbus in North Carolina.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the Knights of

Columbus, visit www.kofc.org.
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.attention: Homeowners.. .Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To

Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. ost plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointmcni time and keep j'ou waiting ail day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixcid, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 Charlotte (704) 795-9349 Concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarms counties

wwwJwavplunibing.com Proud member of Si. James ChurcH
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To love and serve the Lord
3ishop Jugis

ndains five to

mesthood

BY BCAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— The five

len recently ordained to the

riesthood are a gift fi-om God,

aid Bishop Peter J. Jugis.

"We recognize that the

,ord is answering our prayers

orvocations to the priesthood,"

e said in an interview with The
'athoHc News & Herald. "We
re conscious of that blessing

nd we give thanks for it."

The Diocese of Charlotte

oyously welcomed its five

ewest priests — the largest

umber ordained in the diocese

a one year since 2000 —
luring an ordination Mass
t St. Matthew Church in

harlotte June 2.

Ordained to the priesthood
Photo by Karen A. Evans

See PRIESTS, page 8

Fathers Richard DeClue Jr., Frederick Werth Jr., Patrick CahitI, Patrick Toole and Patrick Hoare bow their heads in prayer during

their ordination Mass at St. (Matthew Church in Charlotte June 2.

F{

new church in Candler
ishop Jugis dedicates new St. Joan ofArc Church

BYjOANITAM.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

CANDLER — Bishop
eter J. Jugis greeted the

;ongregation assembled outside

t. Joan ofArc Church May 30,

hen processed with them to the

;hurch's fi-ont door.

I

After the ribbon across the

ront doors was cut, the people

ihtered the church, which
vas filled with light from the

all windows.

As part of what he

called "the beautifiil and rich

symbolism in the dedication

of the church," the bishop first

sprinkled holy water on the

attendees to remind them of

their baptism; then he sprinkled

the church's interior walls to

symbolize cleansing.

In his homily. Bishop Jugis

spoke of the "solemn sense of

joy that we come together to

celebrate the dedication of the

new St. Joan ofArc Church."

See CHURCH, page 5

mm

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Bishop Peter J. Jugis censes the altar of the new St. Joan of Arc Church in Candler

during its dedication Mass May 30.
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Kids collect for mission

trip; saint statue dedicated

I PAGE 4

Culture Watch

Book on Hitler's plot to

kidnap pope; teen movie

I
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Perspectives

Our promises to the

world's poor; curbing

global warming; the Pope

Speaks; letters to the editor

I
PAGES 14-15
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Schoors out

for summer

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Charlotte CatholicHigh School

graduate Katie O'Hara mugs

for the camera before receiving

her diploma June 6.

Schools across the Diocese

of Charlotte celebrated

graduations and end-of-

year festivities in the last few
weeks.

For more coverage, see

pages 6-7.

The pope and

the president

Fope Benedict, Bush discuss

many issues, including

Christians in Iraq

byJOHNTHAVIS
catholic news service

VATICAN CITY —
Meeting for the first time,

Pope Benedict XVI and U.S.

President GeorgeW. Bush spoke
about the precarious situation

of Christians in Iraq and a wide

range of other foreign policy

and moral issues.

See BUSH, page 12

Nourishment in 'desert'

Pope leads Corpus Christi

procession in Rome

I PAGE 16
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Current and upcomina topics

from around the woria to your
own backyard

FULL OF HEART

CNS PHOTO BY Carolyn Hughes, Catholic Spirit

Seminarian Edmund Luciano III, walks with sister Danielle (left) and cousin Lisa Scarano in late May. It's

one of two daily walks he takes during his recovery from heart transplant surgery.

Heart transplant marks new
beginning for seminarian

KENDALL PARK, N.J. (CNS) —
Scripture has taken on a deeper meaning
for Edmund Luciano III, especially

passages such as this one from Ezekiel:

"I will give you a new heart and place a

new spirit within you."

For Luciano, a seminarian of the

Diocese of Metuchen, that passage can

be taken quite literally since his May 4

heart transplant at Newark Beth Israel

Medical Center.

Recovering in his home, he looked

back with eyes of faith on the saga that

began a few months ago, ending in a

successful surgery that should allow him
to return to his third year of studies at

St. Mary's Seminary and University in

Baltimore in the fall.

When Luciano, 23, who had seldom

been ill and who exercised regularly,

began to feel breathless and had trouble

climbing stairs, he went to see a doctor,

suspecting he might have the flu. But his

physicians' surprising suggestion was a

heart transplant.

The diagnosis was idiopathic dilated

cardiomyopathy. Dilated means enlarged

or expanded. Idiopathic means the cause

is unknown. The condition may have

been a consequence of a viral infection.

"Being young and in the early

stages of congestive heart failure, they

were trying to treat me with medicine,

which wasn't working," Luciano said.

"After two months of steady decline, we
decided to go to Beth Israel."

More than 460 heart transplants

have been done at Newark Beth Israel

since 1990.

In April Luciano completed the

necessary blood work to go on the list

for a heart transplant. On May 3, he

was told his heart was too weak for him
to leave the hospital until he received

a transplant.

After receiving the sacrament of

the anointing of the sick, he underwent

surgery to insert a balloon pump into his

heart to assist its beating. When he awoke
after surgery, he was amazed to hear that

a potential match had already been found
— after being on the list for only two

hours. Most patients wait an average of

two to three months for a heart.

The transplant surgery was scheduled

for the next day. Luciano was released

just 10 days later in "good health."

Luciano knows only that the heart

donor was a 12-year-old boy.

"The donor's family knows more
about me than I know about them," he

said. "I was told that the grandmother

was greatly comforted by the fact that I

am studying to be a priest."

He hopes one day to meet the family,

a decision that is up to them.

"It has definitely been a mystical

experience for me to think that there was
a family in that much oftheir own tragedy

that was able to respond to the needs of

someone else, that they had enough love.

... How could I not want to meet people

who can love that much?"
"Because Iwas praying to (Pope)John

Paul II, I have kind of named him 'Paul'

when I think of him and pray for him,"

Luciano said of his donor.

Luciano plans to make himself

available to transplant departments of

local hospitals to support others.

"This is an area where I can bring

not just the love of God, but my own
witness to the exact thing they are going

through," he said.

Immigration bill stalled, not dead,

backers say
WASHINGTON (CNS) — With

the June 7 failure of a procedural vote

intended to bring the bill to a vote, the

Senate's attempt to pass comprehensive

immigration reform will go back behind

the scenes, though the bill's backers in

both parties vowed to bring it back to

the floor.

After the failure of a second cloture

vote to cut off debate. Majority Leader

Harry Reid, D-Nev., said he would
take the bill off the floor to allow other

legislation to move along, though
without closing the door to reviving its

consideration.

Analysts on all sides have said that

if immigration reform legislation isn't

passed before the end of2007, it's unlikely

to get a serious shot at passage again until

after the 2008 general election.

Some supporters of the bill accused

President George W. Bush of failing

to exert enough pressure on Senate

Republicans to pass the bill. The
legislation itself was the product of

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ARDEN— The St. Martin de Porres Dominican

Laity Chapter meets the fourth Monday ofevery

month at 7 p.m. at St. ThomasAquinas Academy,
564 Long Shoals Rd. Inquirers are welcome. For

more information contact Joe Kraft at (828) 648-

1036 orjebkraft@juno.com.

HENDERSONVILLE — The St Francis of
the Hills Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan

Order meets the fourth Sunday of each month
2:30-4:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception

Church, 208 7th Ave. West. Visitors and

inquirers are welcome. For more information,

call Joanita Nellenbach, SFO, (828) 627-9209

orjnell@dnet.net.

BOONE VICARIATE

JEFFERSON — Father Matthew Buettner will

present a lecture July 16 at 6 p.m. in the parish

hall of St. Francis of Assisi Church, 326 East

Main St. The topic of the lecture will be related

to his book, "The Mystery ofthe Mass. " Please

call (336) 246-9151 for more information.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Father Timothy Reid will

present "Seeking the Heart of God" at

St. Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy., Thursdays through June 28, 7-9 p.m.

This lecture series deals with understanding

the spirituality of St. Teresa of Avila and

St. John ofthe Cross. Each participant will need

a copy of St. Teresa's "Interior Castle." For

more information, please contact Susan Brady

at (704) 541-8362, ext.4.

CHARLOTTE — Pathfinders, a peer-led

support group for separated and divorced

months ofbehind-the-scenes negotiatioi

by the White House, Democratic ar

Republican senators.

While many supporters
comprehensive immigration refom
including the U.S. Conference
Catholic Bishops, said the massive pie(

of legislation was flawed, most membejlf"'*

of a vast alliance of faith group
unions, civil rights groups and businei

organizations were urging that the bi

be passed, as a starting point to fixing

broken immigration system.

In a series of press conference

June 8, representatives of many of thos

organizations said they believe Reid

sincere about bringing the bill to a vol

and that backroom efforts could yield

viable plan for allowing more debate an

a limited number of amendments.

The White House said Bush woul

use some of his time during a previous!

scheduled visit to the Capitol June 12

try to persuade more Republicans to bac

the bill.
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adults, offers education, support and fellowsW

through the divorce process. The group meer
Tuesdays, 7:30-9 p.m., in St. Gabriel Church

Ministry Building, 3016 Providence Rd. For moi
information, call Nancy at (704) 752-03 18.

CHARLOTTE— TGIFon Wednesday is a suppoi

group for separated or divorced women and mei

All are welcome to join us for encouragement an

discussion with others making similar journeys i

St. Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Common
Pkwy., Wednesday nights at 6:304).m. in the Ne>

Life Center, Room 114. If you have any question!

call Bonnie Motuz at (704) 543-8998.

CHARLOTTE— The Healing Prayer Group wil

pray with you in the name of the Lord Jesus fo

your healing, be it mental, spiritual or physical

Come and know the gentleness and unconditiona

love of the Lord. We meet the third Monday 0

each month in the St. Matthew Chapel, 80L
Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., at 7:30 p.m. Fo

more information, e-mail Barbara Gardner a

chlt5nc@aol.com.

HUNTERSVILLE— AMom to /fonor Decease.

Loved Ones is celebrated the last Friday of eaci

month at 7:30 p.m. St. Mark Church, 1474(

Stumptown Rd. For more information, call Pan .

Schneider at (704) 875-0201.

UL

CHARLOTTE—ASupport Groupfor Caregiver,

of a Family Member with Memory Loss meet

the last Monday of each month, 10-11:30 a.m.

at St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd. Fo:

more information, contact Suzanne Bach at (704

376-4135.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— If you have a special need fos

prayers, or would like to offer your time in prayei

for others' needs, please call the Prayer Chait

at Our Lady of Grace Church. The Prayer Chair

is a sizable group committed to praying for youi

needs and the needs of your family and friends or

a daily basis. To request a prayer or to participatt
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FROM THE VATICAN

At Vatican, whirling dervishes mark
anniversary of Muslim mystic

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In a

Vatican palace decorated with frescoes

and directly ixnder a ceiling medallion

invoking "the peace of Christ," a

group of Muslim mystics — commonly
known as whirling dervishes — danced

in prayer.

The June 5 event in the Renaissance

li Palazzo della Cancelleria, which houses

several Vatican tribunals, was sponsored

by the Turkish Embassy to the Holy See to

mark the 800th armiversary of the birth of

Mevlana Jalaluddin Rumi, a 13th-century

Muslim mystic, philosopher and poet.

Rumi's version of Sufism, Islamic

mysticism, is known for its use of music

and dance in prayer rituals aimed at

helping the one praying experience unity

Jwith God.

Cardinal Paul Poupard, president of

;|the pontifical coimcils for Culture and for

Interreligious Dialogue, said the evening

was an example of how "intercultural

3ai

in the Prayer Chain, call the church office at (336)

274-6520, ext. 10 and leave your name, address

ij and phone number.

HICKORY VICARIATE
MORGANTON—As Christians we struggle daily

^with negative emotions such as anger, anxiety and
r, despair. "Spirituality of the Emotions" offers an

opportunity to bring together insight, prayer and

group support in this struggle. Dr Ronda Chervin

will present this program Wednesdays, 7:30-8:45

,,
Jp.m., June 27-Aug. 8. These free classes will meet

at St. Charles Borromeo Church, 728 West Union

St. For more information, call Dr. Chervin at (828)

4 1 3-4624 or St. Charles Borromeo Church at (828)

437-3108.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
SALISBURY — Elizabeth Ministry is a peer

ministry comprised of Sacred Heart Church
parishioners who have lost babies before or shortly

after birth. Confidential peer ministry, information

and spiritual materials are offered at no cost

or obligation to anyone who has experienced

miscarriage, stillbirth or the death of a newborn.

For details, call Renee Washington at (704) 637-

0472 or Sharon Surges at (704) 633-0591.

? SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE
^ NfURPHY— A Charismatic Prayer Group meets

1 Fridays at 3:30 p.m. in the Glenmary House of

St. William Church, 765 Andrews Rd. join us for

praise music, witness, teaching, prayers and laying

on ofhands for those in need. For more details, call

Gery Dashner at (828) 494-2683.

tfWINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE
i.i CLEMMONS — Holy Family Churcli, 4820
M Kirmamon Rd., has Eucharistic Adoration each

^ Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-9 p.m. For more details,

c^call Donna at (336) 940-2558 or Carole at

(336) 766-4530.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events :

June 16— 10:30 a.m.

JSacrament of Confirmation

* Our Lady of the Americas Church, Biscoe

«June 16— 5 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

* St. James the Greater Church, Hamlet

lune 18-23

^ JSCCB meeting

Mbuquerque, N.M.

June 25-27

Bishops' provincial meeting

Charleston, S.C.

June 30 — 10:30 a.m.

Mass for new tribunal advocates

Pastoral Center, Charlotte

July 1 — 11 a.m.

Installation of new pastor

St. John the Evangelist Church, Waynesvllle

dialogue often takes on the aspect of

interreligious dialogue."

He said the performance by 20

musicians and eight dancers under

the watchfijl eye of a spiritual master

demonstrated how "music and dance are

universal languages that nourish the spirit."

Muammer Dogan Akdur, Turkey's

ambassador to the Vatican, told the

church officials, ambassadors, priests

and other guests that "we all know that

true dialogue cannot occur without

understanding well and respecting other

cultures and religions."

He said the Turkish embassy wanted

to promote the process by sharing

an exhibition "inspired by a mystic

philosophy ofIslam in a sumptuous room
of a Vatican palace."

"I think that this context and this

exceptional place form a very symbolic

and meaningful image of dialogue

between cultures," he said.
I

CLEMMONS — A Charismatic Prayer Group

meets Mondays at 7:15 p.m. in the eucharistic

chapel ofHoly Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon
Rd. Join us for praise music, witness, teaching,

prayers and petition. For more details, call Jim

Passero at (336) 998-7503.

CLEMMONS— The Knitting Ministry ofHoly

Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon Rd., meets

Monday evenings, 6:30-8 p.m., to pray, learn

to knit, reflect on life's lessons and reach out

to others in our community. Opportunities exist

for the beginner to the experienced as we knit

and purl Prayer Shawls, Preemie Blankets or

Squares for Survivors. Please contact Rosemary

at (336) 766-23 1 5 or Carmel (336) 766-0650 for

more information.

KERNERSVILLE— Holy Cross Church, 616

S. Cherry St., hosts a Senior Coffee House
the first and third Mondays of each month,

10 a.m.- 12 p.m., in Salesian Hall in the Child

Development Building. Call the church office

at (336) 996-5109 ext. 12 for directions or

information.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Compassionate

Care-Givers meet the first, third and fifth

Thursdays of each month at St. Benedict the

Moor Church, 1625 East 12th St. This group

provides affirmation, support and prayer for

people who have cared for and are caring for

loved ones living with Alzheimer's and any

other chronic illnesses. For more information,

call Sister Larretta Rivera-Williams at

(336) 725-9200.

Is your parish sponsoring a free event

open to the general public? Deadline

for all submissions for the Diocesan

Planner is 15 days prior to desired

publication date. Submit in writing to

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

German man sent for treatment

after jumping toward papal jeep
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A 27-

year-old German man was forced to

undergo immediate psychiatric treatment

June 6 after he jumped over a barrier in

St. Peter's Square and reached the back

of the open jeep in which Pope Benedict

XVI was riding.

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi,

Vatican spokesman, refused to release

the man's name but said he was in a

Rome psychiatric facility by 2:30 p.m.,

about four hours after being tackled to

the ground by Vatican police.

The man was first taken to the

Vatican police station and questioned

by Gianluigi Marrone, a Vatican judge.

Father Lombardi said.

"The young man's intention was
not to make an attempt on the life of the

pope, but to carry out a demonstrative

act to attract attention to himself," Father

Lombardi said.

Because the young man was
"showing clear signs ofmental imbalance,

psychiatric doctors from the Vatican

health service were called, and they

arranged hospitalization for obligatory

treatment in a protected, specialized

health facility," the spokesman said.

"The case is, therefore, considered

closed," Father Lombardi said.

Pope Benedict was in St. Peter's

Square for his weekly general audience.

The pope did not appear to have noticed

the young man or the activity of Vatican

security agents and police forcing the

man to let go of the jeep.

Dressed in a red shirt, dark shorts

and a baseball cap, the young man was

in the third or fourth row of spectators

behind a wooden barricade in the square.

As the pope approached, a police officer

moved directly in front of the young

man's section of the crowd, although

it was not clear what had attracted the

attention of the officer.

The young man jumped over

the people in front of him and used

the barricade to push himself farther,

knocking over the police officer.

He managed to hold onto the back

railing ofthe jeep for a just a few seconds

before being forced to let go.

Msgr. Georg Ganswein, the pope's

personal secretary, was in the jeep and also

attempted to push the young man away.

Giving back to the earth

CNS PHOTO BY Romeo Ranoco, Reuters

Catholic nuns plant trees in a field, symbolizing a deforested area, during a program marking World

Environment Day in Manila, Philippines, June 5.

Attention: Homeowners...Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic.'...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Lp On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3wayplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church
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Collecting hope for those in need
MINT HILL — Children in Mint

Hill recently worked hard to answer the

prayers of the needy in Jamaica.

Since August 2006, Nita Leslie's

third-grade faith formation class at

St. Luke Church in Mint Hill collected

toiletries for the parish's Agape Missions

to the Islands ministry.

The class presented the donated

items — boxes of shampoo, deodorant,

razors, toothbrushes, toothpaste and

other toiletries — to Theo Ennis and

Steve Uzzell, members of the Agape
ministry. May 9.

The Agape ministry coordinates and

supports two established missions in the

Caribbean — the Missionaries of the

Poor in Kingston, Jamaica, and the Batey

Lecheria mission in the Dominican

Republic. The term "agape" means
the self-giving love of one who looks

exclusively for the good of another.

"All these things you gave are the

answer to someone's prayers," said

Uzzell to the children.

"It was interesting to think that

these donations are the answer to prayers

from persons in Jamaica who need help

and items to improve their lives," said

Martha Hannah, parish faith formation

coordinator.

During Lent, each child in the class

took home a framed photo of someone
living in Jamaica and prayed for that

person each day.

"It made collecting the toiletries that

much more meaningftil to see who those

items would help," said Hannah.

Saintly Statue

Courtesy Photo

Nita Leslie's third-grade faith formation class at St. Luke Church in Mint Hill is pictured May 9 with toiletries they

collected and presented to Theo Ennis and Steve Uzzell (seated), members of the parish's Agape Missions

to the Islands ministry Also pictured are faith formation teachers Scott Glover and Leslie (standing).

Photo by Jcwntta M. Nellenbach

Parishioners of St. Margaret of Scotland Church in Maggie Valley join Augustinian

Brother and Deacon William Harkin (left) and Augustinian Father Francis Doylefor

the dedication of the statue of St. Rita of Cascia, donated to Living Waters Catholic

Reflection Center, adjacent to St. Margaret Church.

The dedication was heldMay 22, thefeast ofSt. Rita (1382-1457), wife, mother, widow

andAugustinian nun.

St. Rita, known as a patroness of impossible or hopeless cases, was a stigmatic. She

often meditated on Christ 'spassion and received a wound in herforehead, according to

a description ofthis miracle, "as though a thornfrom the crown that encircled Christ 's

head had loosened itselfandpenetrated her ownflesh.
"

Her incorrupt body is venerated in her shrine in Cascia, in the Italian province of

Umbria. The statue was donated by St. Margaretparishioners Don and Ginny Condren

in memory ofhis daughter, Trisha.

Archbishop Raymond L. Burke, dd, jcd
,,^e<^^ %terna[Life

.Af^ presents Bishop Robert Finn

Location

THE 2007 CHURCH TEACHES FORUM
JULY 20*" & 21»«

at

THE GALT HOUSE, EASTTOWER— LOUISVILLE, K

Y

FODKTH STREET & THE RIVER - 1-800^5^1561

Single/Double Triple Quad

The Mystery ofHuman Suffering

and Euthanasia

Abbot Edmund McCaffrey

GALT HOUSE EASTTOWER $125 $135 $145

502-589-5200 WEST TOWER $90 $100 $110

800-626-1814 ' •••Deadline to reserve rooms is June 19th, 2007 •••

All rates are subject to state and local taxes (13.95% in Ky). Subject to availability. Register early!!

t The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered at 5:00 on Friday Evening

His Excellency, Most Reverend Fabian W. Bruskewitz - Main Celebrant

Most Reverend Robert W. Finn - Homilist

Protecting Human Life - the

Authentic Lay Vocation

Rev. Roger Amsparger

*Priests who wish to concelebrate, please advise Secretary at 1-800-842-2871*

*Fridav.Even U'.i' n^ceptim (6mm)& Banquet (7Mmk July 20, 2007
Banquet Keynote Speaker: Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz

A RESUME OF SOME CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN THE CHURCH, & THEIR SOLUTIONS

Winning the Battle ofLife with Mary

Bishop Fabian Bruskewitz

A Resume ofSome Contemporary

Issues in the Church, and Their

Solutions

Friday Banquet - July 20, 2007
QUANTITY

BEEF

SALMON

Saturday Forum, Juh 21, 2007
Forum Tickets for SATURDAY
Luncheon tickets

TOTAL AMOUNTS

@ $40.00 $ .

@ $40.00 $

$15.00 $_

$15.00 $_

Name

Address

City/State/Zip Phone

Make checks payable and maU to:

ETERNAL LIFE -THE CHURCH TEACHES PORVM
902 W.Stephen Foster Avenue • Bardstown, KY 40004

1-800-842-2871 • FAX: 502-348-2224 • www.lifeetemal.org • wjsjmj@bardstowncable.net

The Priest: Sentinel and

Prophet ofthe Sanctity of

Human Life

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk

The Science and Ethics of

Stem Cells and Cloning
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Bishop Jugis dedicates new
StJoanof ArcCliurch

CHURCH, from page 1

"Not only do I greet all of you,"

the bishop continued, "but also the one

we are here for, the reason we are here

— Jesus Christ, the one who comes to

consecrate this church by his presence.

He is with us now. He will come to

consecrate all of you in years to come."

Taking off his chasuble after his

homily and putting on an apron, Bishop

Jugis poured fragrant oil, the sacred

Photo by Joanita M. Neuenbach

Father John Pagel, pastor of St. Joan of Arc

Church, unlocks the front door of the new church

in Candler May 30.

chrism, lavishly on the altar, then rubbed

the oil into the wooden surface. This

anointing reminds us that Jesus is the

anointed one.

"We are reminded to unite ourselves

to the altar and offer our hearts as a

sacrifice to God," he said.

He walked around the altar, censing

it with incense as a reminder of Jesus'

sacrifice. Bishop Jugis also anointed the

walls by placing the chrism onto cross-

shaped wooden candleholders hanging

on the walls.

Parishioners brought in and lighted

the candles, which they placed on the

altar and on either side of the tabernacle,

set in a niche in a stone "wall" behind

the altar.

"The candles symbolize the light of

Christ and remind us to take that light into

the world," the bishop said in his homily.

"We go forth into society to be a leaven of

change. We are to bring light to a world

where there is so much darkness."

Bringing that light, he said, includes

"seeking out people who don't have faith

or faith in Jesus Christ. We have the work
of evangelization to do."

"Are there people around (in the

Enka-Candler area) who don't have a

church?" he asked. "Then we have work
to do to find them and invite them to join

us. People in poverty? People who have

moved here from other countries? We
have work to do to show Christ's love in

practical ways."

"We are on a mission for God. What
happens here (in the church) propels us

to go out to bring Christ to others," said

the bishop.

Priests from a number of parishes

MLK WHERE JESUS WALKED ON A

DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMGE TO

THEHOLYLAND
November 6-15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation andPastor, St Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic faith

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily Mass at many of the

historical sites of our faith.

Highlights include:

- Tiberias, ML Carmel, Sea of Galilee area

- ML Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boyhood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jeaisalem area; Mount of Olives, Gaiden of Gettisemane,

Via Dotarosa, Lord's Tonnb at Church of the Holy Sepulchre,

Mount Zbn, Upper Room, Domnit'on Abbey, Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites - PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,399 (before July 29) from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals,

first class hotels and all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.

Photo by Joanita 1*1. NEUiNBACW

Bishop Peter J. lugis rubs sacred chrism into the altar during the dedication Mass of the new St. Joan of

Arc Church in Candler May 30, Also pictured is Father John Pagel, pastor.

concelebrated the JVIass.

Building a church

St. Joan ofArc parish was established

in 1927; the old church was built on

three acres in Asheville in 1936. Seating

capacity was for fewer than 200 people.

The new St. Joan of Arc Church,

which can hold up to 300 worshipers,

stands on 13.5 wooded acres in Candler,

which is near Asheville.

"We were told by the diocese that

this area was going to grow and to

plan for the next 20 to 30 years," said

Bill Kalarovich, building-committee

chairman. "This building is constructed

so that can happen. The wall behind the

stone wall can come down so the building

can grow. The (church's) supporting

walls are its side walls."

The parish hall can also be enlarged

in the same way.

St. Joan of Arc Church's parish had

a say in the design, executed by John

Yurko and Holly Crabill.

"We asked the parishioners what

was important to their experience and

they said light, windows and wood,"

Kalarovich said.

"Most of the parishioners have said

that just being able to see the trees adds

to their experience. In the morning and

afternoon, the light comes through from

behind the tabernacle and it just glows,"

he said.

The planning committee met for the

first time in December 1999; more than

three years of planning followed, with

the building committee's first meeting in

June 2003.

"The committees were composed
of the ordinary people of St. Joan of Arc

parish, who, under the instruction of the

diocese, decided to do extraordinary

things," Kalarovich said. "First, we
prayed at each meeting for vision,

wisdom, perseverance and often for a

sense of humor."

Kalarovich added that there was an

extra beatitude: "Blessed are the flexible,

for they shall not be bent out of shape."

An anonymous benefactor donated

$100,000 toward the project, which
parishioners more than matched through

hundreds of hours spent on fundraising

events such as dinners, raffles, and

selling bumper stickers.

They also sought donations of some
church furnishings, an energy-saving

heating and cooling system, and other

items. The pews and kneelers from the

old church were refurbished for use in

the new building. The front doors, as

well as the crucifix, altar and ambo were

made from trees grown on the property.

Landscaping and construction of the

serenity garden are still under way.

In August 2004, Bishop Jugis

presided at the first Mass, outdoors, on

the new property. Construction of the

new church began in March 2006.

At the last Mass in the old church,

the liturgy included removing the

Stations of the Cross, statues, and other

artifacts, many of which are now in the

new church.

"The last thing out was me with

the Eucharist," said Father John Pagel,

pastor of St. Joan ofArc Church.

A developer purchased the old

church property. The old school will be

torn down.

"I'm very happy for our parish," he

said. "We've come a long way in our

journey of faith."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

voce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Asheville & Arden

The Catholic Funeral Directors

828-252-3151

Congratulations to
St. Joan of Arc on
its new church!
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Courtesy Photo

First-graders sign their "My First Grade Memories" bool< at Our Lady of Mercy School in Winston-Salem

June 7. The book included work from each student and pictures of them at the start and end of the

school year, documenting their growth over the year.

The school held graduation ceremonies for the eighth grade June 6 and kindergarten class June 8. They

also held a picnic at Triad Park in Kernersville June 7, where the students spent time with their friends,

played on the playground and enjoyed softball games.

Friends 'til the end

CouRTBY Photo

Catherine Dudley and Katherine Watkins, eighth-graders at St. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem,

sing "You've Got a Friend In Me" from the animated movie "Toy Story" during the eighth-grade graduation

ceremony The school held a family picnic and yearbook dedication day May 25, during which students

signed each other's yearbooks and enjoyed food and games with their families.

Congratulations!

Fred M. Worth, Jr.

On your Ordination to

Priestliood for ttie

Diocese of Ctiarlotte,

North Carolina

Blessed John XXIII National Seminary
Reverend Peter J. Uglietto, Rector

Faculty, Seminarians and Staff

/ ^^^^ ^-^

03

"64

I'-

St

Blessed John XXIII

National Seminary
558 South Avenue
Weston, MA 02493

781-899-5500

www.blessedjohnxxiii.edu

Gastonia graduates

Courtesy Photo

Pictured is the 2007 graduating class of St. Michael School in Gastonia.

Graduates received their diplomas and awards from Father Roger

Arnsparger, pastor, and Joseph Puceta, principal, during Mass at

St. Michael Church June 3. ; |

The Pastor's Awards,for eighth-graders who achieved the highest academic

averages, werepresented to Laura Valedon and Harry Caulfield. t

The Mother Margaret Mary, R.S.M., Award, for the student who be^

demonstrated an eagerness to set goals and worked diligently to achieve

them, was awarded to Zachy Girmay.
|j

The Father Gregory Eichenlaub, O.S.B., Award, for the student who best

exemplified the traits ofscholarship, leadership, compassion and service,

was presented to Laura Valedon.
'

Other awards were presented after Mass during a reception in the

parish center. i

Join your Catholic Chaplain, Father Joe Codori

Departing Sunday, December 30, 2007

Rose Parade
Las Vegas & Laughlin Tour

9 Days ,,.$899^
Join your Spiritual Director Father Joe Codori, Parochial Vicar at St. Athanasius Roman Catholic Church

in Pittsburgh, PA, and other Catholics on this popular Your Man Tours Rose Parade Golden West

Vacation . Get away from the colder weather during the first week in January, avoid the post-holiday

blahs, and enjoy the best New Year's Eve and New Year's Day you have had in years! Mass will be

available some days on tour. This first-class hotel package includes four nights in Los Angeles,

Califomia, at the Mam'ott Hotel; two nights in Las Vegas, Nevada, right on the strip at Excalibur; and two

nights in Laughlin, Nevada, on the Colorado River at The Riverside Hotel & Casino. You'll enjoy Your

Man Tours' city tour of L.A. including Hollywood, Beveriy Hills, and pre-parade float building and viewing

at the Floats and Flowers Expo, and on January 1, 2008, reserved grandstand seats at the Rose

Parade! Also included are baggage handling, motor coach sight-seeing, and optional tours including the

Glory of Christmas at the Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove, Califomia. You've seen the parade on TV

for years; now see the excitement and hoopla of the most famous parade in America live and up close!

The sights, the sounds, and especially the smells all make being there truly spectacular. *Prices (per

person, double occupancy) start at $899 plus $149 tax/government fees and services. Round trip airfere

from Charlotte $600. Friends and family are welcome. $100 deposits are now due.

For information, brochure, and letter from Fr. Joe call today:

•YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-736-7300
America's First Choice for travel since 1967!

I
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Bishop McGuinness graduates

elebrate commencement
KERNERSVILLE — With fond

Inemories of the past four years, and in

bager anticipation of the next chapter

lin their Hves, 105 graduates of Bishop

IvicGuiness Catholic High School in

ItCemersville received their diplomas at

he Stevens Center in Winston-Salem

\\me 2.

The diplomas were conferred by

Vlgsr. Mauricio W. West, vicar general

md chancellor for the Diocese of

Charlotte; Linda Cherry, superintendent

Df diocesan Catholic schools; and
3eorge Repass, principal of Bishop

McGuinness.

On May 31, Bishop Peter J. Jugis

belebrated the Baccalaureate Mass for

the students at Immaculate Heart ofMary
Church in High Point.

In the fall, the graduates will be

attending 43 colleges and universities,

from nearby High Point University to

as far away as the University of Dublin

Trinity College in Ireland.

Bishop McGuinness' class of

2007 received more than $3 million in

combined scholarships.

Graduates and their guests heard

remarks from Katheryn Lyons,
salutatorian; NathanNurse, valedictorian;

and special guest speaker Dr. Edward
Sadler Jr., retired superintendent for

Gaston County Schools and uncle of

graduate J.L. Sadler.

Courtesy Photo

The 2007 graduating class of Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School in Kernersville is pictured in front

of the school's chapel May 31

.

We are your source for homes and lots in Buck Mountain

and the beautiful mountains of Wilkes County—

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTYMANAGEMENT
www.hiiifmanrealestate.coin

Call Karen or Randy today!

Karen Huffman (336) 262-0208

Randy Huffman (336) 262-0480

karenahuf&nan@aol.com

MLS #50929: 2.5 acres at Buck Mountain with your

own stream-fed fishing pond in gated community.

$85,000/broker interest.

MLS #50227: 50 acres with pond, two bold streams,

pasture, elevation with views. $299,000/broker related.

MLS #50974: Renovated historic home - large rolling

lot with mountain views. Outbuildings include workshop,

playhouse. Only 1/2 mile from town.

Priced to sell: $208,000.

I 0'

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Graduate Luka Suon leads his classmates in a rallying cry of "We are Cougars!" following commencement

ceremonies for Charlotte Catholic High School June 2.

Charlotte Catholic grads

march into bright future
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— Spirits were high

as the Charlotte Catholic High School

class of 2007 received their diplomas at

Ovens Auditorium in Charlotte June 6.

Charlotte Catholic's class of 2007

consisted of 282 students, who received

more than $7 million in combined
scholarships and will attend 74 colleges,

academies and universities in the fall.

The diplomas were conferred by

Mgsr Mauricio W. West, vicar general

and chancellor for the Diocese of

Charlotte; Linda Cherry, superintendent

of diocesan Catholic schools; and Gerald

Healy, principal of Charlotte Catholic

High School.

Following the closing prayer, the

graduates marched into the open space

outside the auditorium. Several graduates

hoisted Luka Suon on their shoulders,

who led his classmates in a spontaneous

cheer, shouting "Who are we?"

"We are Cougars!" the class of 2007

joyously responded.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

Remember God's

In l^bnrs

You can take care of yotxr family and ycmr

cliurcli tkrougli your will. You can express your

commitnienl to your CKnrck \>y making a Leqiiest

to tlie Diocese of Cliarlotte or to your parisli.

Simply Kave llie following statement inclutlefl in

your will: ' / leave to llie l^oman Catholic Diocase

o/ Charlotte (or parisli, city) the sum of

$ (or percent oj the residue ofmy estate)

for its religious, educational and charitaUe works.
"

To receive thefree booklet "Better Estate Planning" contactJudy Smith, Director ofPlanned Giving,

704-370-3320: 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203. jmsmith@charlottediocese. org.
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PRIESTLY ORDINATION

FATHER PATRICK CAHILL

Age: 27

Bom:
Richmond, Ind.

Schooling:
Studied at

Belmont Abbey

College; two

degrees in

philosophy from

Theological
College at the Catholic University of

America, Washington, D.C.; master's

degree in divinity and theology from

St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in

Wynnewood, Pa.; studied Spanish in

Madrid, Spain.

Background: Oldest of six children.

FATHER RICHARD G.

DECLUE JR.

Age: 27

Born:

Columbus, Ohio

Schooling:
Studied pre-

veterinary
medicine and

biology with a

chemistry minor

at University of

Findlay, Ohio; bachelor's degree in

theology from Belmont Abbey College

in 2002; studied theology at Boston

College; studied at Theological College

at the Catholic University of America in

Washington, D.C.

Bacltground: One of five children.

FATHER PATRICK THOARE
Age: 40

Bom:

Willow Grove, Pa.

Schooling: A
bachelor's degree

in business
administration

from LaSalle

University in

Philadelphia,

Pa.; Master of Business Administration

from Drexel University in Philadelphia;

Master of Divinity and a master's degree

(concentrating in pastoral theology)

from St. Charles Borromeo Seminary

in Wynnewood, Pa.; studied Spanish in

Madrid, Spain.

Background: One of six children.

Worked in insurance industry. Served

as youth minister at St. Matthew Church

in Charlotte.

Bishop Jugis oixHths five to priestlio

PRIESTS, from page 1

June 2 were Father Patrick Cahill, Father

Richard DeClue Jr., Father Patrick

Hoare, Father Patrick Toole and Father

Frederick Werth Jr.

"We have some fine newly ordained

priests to appoint to parochial vicar

positions in parishes," said Bishop
Jugis. "Because of that, six current

parochial vicars are able to take on

appointments as pastors, which helps our

diocese tremendously."

New priests also serve as inspirations

to parishioners to pray for vocations and

they encourage more men and women
to consider religious vocations, the

bishop said.

"I believe these ordinations to the

priesthood are the Lord's response to

our prayers to 'send laborers out for his

harvest,' as Jesus says in the Gospel of

Luke," said Bishop Jugis.

To live as a servant ofGod

During his interview, Bishop
Jugis said there are three important

qualities every "priest should possess:

prayerfulness, joy and love.

"It's irnportant for a priest to be a

prayerful person," he said. "People want

their priests to be prayerful, to be men of

faith. Prayer is the center of the priestly

ministry."

New priests bring into their ministry

the spirit of joy from their ordination

and the celebration of their first Masses,

he said.

"Our priests' joyfulness in their

ministries is evidence of the Holy Spirit

at work," said Bishop Jugis.

Finally, a priest must love all his

parishioners and people unconditionally.

"As priests of the Lord, they should

have the heart of Jesus and show that

Fathers Patrick Cahill, Frederick Werth and Richard DeClue kneel before diocesan and visiting priests dui

the most solemn moment of the ordination rite, as Bishop Peter J. Jugis looks on.

{

"It's important for a priest to be a prayerful
j

of the priestly ministry." / j

love by being good examples of it," said

Bishop Jugis.

Ordination Mass

Concelebrants of the ordination

Mass included Abbot Placid Solari

of Belmont Abbey; Msgr. Mauricio

W. West, vicar general and diocesan

chancellor; Msgr. John J. McSweeney,
pastor of St. Matthew Church; Father

Christopher Gober, director of diocesan

vocations; priests serving in the Diocese

of Charlotte; and visiting priests. Also

in attendance was Bishop Emeritus

William G. Curlin.

During the rite of ordination. Fathers

Cahill, DeClue, Hoare, Toole and Werth

made their promises to fulfill the office

of the priesthood.

Kneeling, they placed their hands

between Bishop Jugis'hands in a promise

of obedience him and to his successors.

The congregation was invited tc

join in prayer for the church, its people

and the priestly candidates as they lay

prostrate before the altar.

During the rite's most solemn
moment. Fathers Cahill, DeClue, Hoare,

Toole and Werth knelt before Bishop

Jugis, who laid his hands on their heads.

The celebration of the sacrament of holy

orders was completed as the bishop

extended his hands over the kneeling

candidates and prayed the prayei

of consecration.

The new priests were vested with

stoles and chasubles — outer garments

of the priestly office.

Father John Allen vests Father Patrick Cahill with

the stole and chasuble, outer garments of the

priestly office.

docPod
diocese ef chartotte podcast

it's news and
inspiration about i

the Diocese of Charlotte!

Three Voices of
Vocations

Subscribe today
— ifs FREE!
Check it out at

www.CharlotteDlocese.org.
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f hands, an ancient sign of ordination representing

.. Prayer is the center

— Bishop Peter J. Jugis

The bishop anointed their hands

1'^ with sacred chrism and they were then

presented with chalices and patens

signifying their roles as celebrants of

p4 the Eucharist.

The newly ordained priests then

joined their brotherpriests to concelebrate

the Mass, thus opening a new chapter in

u^l each of their lives.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans
by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

C
C
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Carolina
Funeral (&

Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneraJ.com

Steven Ku:?ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbtis

Above: Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin and Father Frederick Werth smile and clasp hands after Father

Werth offered his first priestly blessing to the bishop at the conclusion of the ordination Mass.

Below left: Smoke from burning incense rises from the censer. Since the earliest days of the Christian

church, incense has been used as a sign of purification.

Below right: Father Patrick Toole offers Communion for the first time as a newly ordained priest.

FATHER PATRICK D. TOOLE

Age: 28

Born:

Voorhees, N.J.

Schooling:
Attended
Belmont Abbey

College and

the Catholic

University of

America in

Washington, D.C.; bachelor's degree

in philosophy and master's degree in

theology from St. Charles Borromeo

Seminary in Wynnewood, Pa.

Background: One of two children.

Visited Japan twice as part of high school

diplomat program.

FATHER FRED M. WERTH JR.

Age: 59

Born:

Radford, Va.

Schooling:
Bachelor's
degree in

English from

Virginia Military

Institute; law

degree from

University of Virginia; studied at Blessed

John XXIII National Seminary in Weston,

Mass.

Background: Served in U.S. Air Force,

later worked as trial lawyer. Married

to his Catholic high school sweetheart

for 19 years, with 3 children and 5

grandchildren. Raised Presbyterian;

converted to Catholicism in 1989.

Lost wife and daughter in car accident

in 2002.

PASTORAL ASSIGNMENTS
Bishop Peter J. Jugis announces
tfie following pastoral assignments,

effective July 5, 2007:

Father Pat Hoare as parochial vicar,

St. Mark Church, Huntersville

Fathers Pat Cahill and Pat Toole, as

parochial vicars, St. Matthew Church,

Charlotte

Father Fred Werth as parochial vicar.

Holy Family Church, Clemmons

Father Rick DeClue, In "residence

at St. Vincent de Paul Church,

Charlotte, then theological studies at

The Catholic University of America.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis anoints the hands of Father Patrick Hoare with the sacred chrism oil.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

New book details Hitler plot to kidnap

pope, foiled by Nazi general

WASHINGTON (CNS) — An SS

general close to Adolf Hitler foiled a plot

to kidnap Pope Pius XII during World

War n and to put the Vatican and its

treasures under Nazi control, according

to a new book.

The book, "A Special Mission" by

Dan Kurzman, refutes arguments that

Pope Pius XII maintained a public silence

about Nazi actions during World War II

because he was anti-Semitic or because

he was sympathetic toward Hitler.

"They were bitter, bitter enemies.

They despised each other," said Kurzman
of the pontiff and the fiihrer in a May
31 telephone interview. The pope hated

Hitler "not only for his inhumanity but

because he threatened the whole church

structure," said Kuzman.
Hitler, for his part, "saw the pope as

his greatest enemy" and as someone with

whom he was "competing for the minds

and souls that he wanted to control," the

author added.

Kurzman also said he found no

evidence that Pope Pius was anti-Semitic,

noting that one of his closest childhood

friends was a Jewish boy with whom he

remained in contact throughout his life.

The book is subtitled "Hitler's Secret

Plot to Seize the Vatican and Kidnap

Pope Pius XII." It details the actions of

SS Gen. Karl Wolff, chief of staff to SS
Chief Heinrich Himmler, in the months

after the overthrow of Italian dictator

Benito Mussolini in July 1943.

Describing Wolff as one of "history's

most successftil opportunists," Kurzman
said the general earned the "full confidence"

of both Hitler, who ordered him in

September 1943 to kidnap Pope Pius, and

ofthe pontiffhimself, whom Wolffwarned

about the plot during a secret meeting at the

Vatican in May 1944.

Hitler ordered the kidnapping,

according to the book, because he feared

that Pope Pius would speak out about Nazi

actions against the Jews, and in particular

against a proposed Nazi roundup of the

Jewish community in Rome.
Hitler was afraid the pope's words

could trigger a "revolution" against the

Nazis in Italy, worldwide and even within

the Germany army, about 40 percent of

which was made up of Catholics.

* Pope Pius, for his part, was afraid

that a strong public stand against the

Nazis would force Hitler to take action

against the Vatican and would also

endanger the many Jews being sheltered

in Italian monasteries, churches and
convents.

The pope's behind-the-scenes actions

also brought the roundup ofRoman Jews

to a halt, Kurzman said. Only about 1,000

of the 8,000 Jews living in Rome at the

tirr.e were deported to Nazi concentration

camps, he said.

Kurzman was the first journalist to

interview Wolff in 1970 after the former

general was allowed to return to his home
town of Darmstadt in Germany. Wolff

died in 1984.

"He tried to close his mind to the

reality" ofthe Holocaust by saying that his

job was only to get the trains to destinations

like Dachau and Treblinka on time, while

ignoring what was happening to those who
arrived at the Nazi concentration camps,

the author said.

Although the Nazis were careful not

to put any details of the kidnapping plot

into writing, and Kurzman has not seen

materials in the Vatican Secret Archives

from that period, he said the plot and

details about the pope's actions during

World War II were confirmed to him by

Jesuit Father Peter Gumpel, who had read

the archival material as chief investigator

for Pope Pius' sainthood cause.

Despite criticism from some Jewish

groups, work on the sainthood cause

for Pope Pius XII has continued in

recent years. In a vote Father Gumpel
called "unanimous and totally positive,"

the Congregation for Saints' Causes

recommended May 8 that Pope Benedict

XVI formally declare the World War II-

era pope venerable.

Kurzman, who has written 16 other

books, said he wanted to clear up certain

untruths contained in "Hitler's Pope," a

1999 book by author John Comwell.

"He was a human being and he made
mistakes, but I found no evidence that

he was anti-Semitic," Kurzman said of

Pope Pius.

''CINEMA AT ITS PUREST
AND MOST EXALTED.
More than a documentary of

monastic life... Reveals the beauty

and power of this most hidden,

yet unexpectedly human, world....

IT'S A RARE PERFECTION
IN A FILM!"

- Steven D, Creydinus. Film Cntic, NATIONAL CATHOLIC REGISTER

IASTONISHING."

"UTTERLY
SPELLBINDING."

INTO GREAT
SILENCE

INSIDE THE FAMED CARTHUSIAN MONASTERY

A FILM Br" PHILIP GRONING

S^Y^fJIf.SJiS^ zeitgeistfilms.com/tnlogreatsilence ^r^^

REGAL CINEMAS

MANOR
609 PROVIDENCE ROAD

704-334-2727

STARTS FRIDAY

JUNE 22

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JUNE 24,2007

June 24, Nativity of

St, John the Baptist

Cycle C Readings:

1) Isaiah 49:1-6

Psalm 139:1-3, 13-15

2) Acts 13:22-26

3) Gospel: Luke 1:57-66, 80

Diversity of
voices enhances
God's message

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Each year millions of families gather

to celebrate the accomplishments of

young people who have completed 12

years of education.

Some have made it by the skin oftheir

teeth. At the other end of the spectrum

others have achieved extraordinary

honors. However, on graduation night

2007, halls everywhere radiated the

promise of youth.

Waiting for the notes of "Pomp
and Circumstance" to fill the air at my
grandson Michael's commencement
ceremony, my attention kept returning

to an older couple seated nearby. This

couple showed all the signs of two
people who have lived together for

nearly a lifetime. Words did not seem

to be needed between them. Someone's

great-grandparents were waiting for that

magic name.

The woman studied the program;

the man watched her. Her gloved fingers

followed each of the nearly 600 names
as they were called. Finally, with five

names left, she and her husband rose as

one to cheer a proud yoimg man across

the stage.

On the way home someone in our

family commented in a positive way on
'

the diversity in Michael's graduating

;

class. I remember the proud couple in

fi-ont ofme. In their day skin color would
have been the deciding factor in attending

;

Michael's school.

In the readings for this Sunday we are

able to witness the strength that diversity

brings to salvation history. For example,

Isaiah, the great prophet; Paul, the great

evangehst; David, the psalmist king and

ancestor of Jesus; Elizabeth; Zechariah;

and the infant John fill today's readings.

We celebrate the Nativity of St. John

the Baptist. Unlike the people in Luke's

Gospel who "wonder ... what will this

child be," we know he will grow up to be

the great desert prophet who will baptize

large crowds and prepare the way fori

Jesus' ministry.
'

Imprisoned with execution a

certainty, John will send a messenger to

Jesus, asking, "Are you the one?"
|

Jesus will not say yes or no; however,

he will say the blind see, the lame walk.

Through this oblique answer John the

Baptist, the great prophet, knows he has

fiilfiUed his task because Jesus is the One.

Questions:

Who are some individuals whose
words and actions have helped you
recognize the promise of Christ? How
does the diversity ofthese voices enhance

the message?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 17-23

Sunday(Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time), 2 Samuel 12:7-10, 13, Galatians 2:16, 19-21,

Luke 7:36-8:3; Monday, 2 Corinthians 6:1-10, Matthew 5:38-42; Tuesday (St. Romuald), 2

Corinthians 8:1-9, Matthew 5:43-48; Wednesday,2 Corinthians 9:6-11, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18;

Thursday (St. Aloysius Gonzaga), 2 Corinthians 11:1-11, Matthew 6:7-1 5; Friday (St. Paulinus

Sts. John Fisher and Thomas More), 2 Corinthians 11:18, 21-30, Matthew 6:19-23; Saturday,

2 Corinthians 12:1-10, Matthew 6:24-34.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 24-30

Sunday (Birth of St. John the Baptist), Isaiah 49: 1 -6, Acts 1 3:22-26, Luke 1 :57-66, 80; Monday,

Genesis 12:1-9 Matthew 7:1-5; Tuesday, Genesis 13:2, 5-18, Matthew 7:6, 12-14; Wednesday

(St. Cyril of Alexandria), Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18, Matthew 7:15-20; Thursday (St. Irenaeus),

Genesis 16:1-12, 15-16, Mark 7:21-29; Friday (Sts. Peter and Paul), Acts 12:1-11, 2 Timothy

4:6-8, 17-18, Matthew 16:13-19; Saturday (First Martyrs of Rome), Genesis 18:1-15, Luke

1:46-50, 53-55, Matthew 8:5-17.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 1-7

Sunday (Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), 1 Kings 19:16, 19-21, Galatians 5:1, 13-18,

Luke 9:51-62; Monday, Genesis 18:16-33, Matthew 8:18-22; Tuesday (St. Thomas), Ephesians

2:19-22, John 20:24-29; Wednesday, Genesis 21:5, 8-20, Matthew 8:28-34; Thursday (St.

Anthony Zaccaria), Genesis 22:1-19, Matthew 9:1-8; Friday, Genesis 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 65-

67, Matthew 9:9-13; Saturday, Genesis 27:1-5, 15-29, Matthew 9:14-17.

Join our Oratorian Congregation to

*
SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHER
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more about serving God witti us:w 1 l^ESnHMik i Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

POBox 11586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1 586
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Happy
Father's Day

from Pennybyrn at Maryfield!

You've earned it: a rare opportunity to embrace life as never

before, free from chores or concerns about the future, in a

beautiful retirement community with premier services and

amenities. Surrounded by good friends and healthy choices,

you can stay active, involved and in control.

Now under construction in High Point, Pennybyrn at

Maryfield will have everything you want or need, as well

as a plan for tomorrow...what a wonderful gift for you, and

your family!

Call (336) 886-4103 or toll-free (866) 627-9343.

73gKIKiVBVKK|MA RYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Road, High Point, NC 27260

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com

Sponsored by die Sisters ofdie Poor Senrants

of the Modier ofCm I
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Teen makes movie, raises

awareness about crisis in Darfur
ONTARIO, N.Y. (CNS) — Erin

Schultz has never been to the Darfur

region of Sudan but that has not stopped

her from reaching out to ease the

suffering of the people in that region.

After learning that Darftir is currently

in the throes of a crisis so violent that

many are classifying it as genocide,

15-year-old Erin, who lives in Ontario,

created a short movie about the crisis and

e-mailed it to everyone she knows.

She had only intended to raise

awareness about the problem, but she

has also raised approximately $2,000 for

relief efforts in Darfur.

Last year at this time, Erin had barely

even heard of Darfur. She was active in

the youth group at her parish, St. Mary
of the Lake Church in Ontario, and had

volunteered at a food bank a few times,

but she had never been overly involved

in activist efforts. She did, however,

regularly read news magazines and that's

where she first learned about what was

happening in Darfur.

"I found it horrible how almost

nobody knew" about what was going on

there, she said.

She found out more information

from news stories and Web sites devoted

to raise awareness of the crisis.

Then she used a computer program

to put together a five-minute movie
that incorporates photos from Darfur,

statistics about the number of people

killed, injured and displaced, and a poem
written by a Sudanese man who fled the

coimtry on foot when he was a teen.

She showed the video to her parish

Coring for Chorlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

CNS PHOTO BY Claire Scares, Reuters

A woman and her son displaced from the Darfur

region of Sudan collect their monthly rations from

a refugee camp in Chad May 5, 2006.

youth group, then she e-mailed it and

asked friends and family members to

pass it on.

In early February, the parish youth

group raised money for relief efforts in

Darfixr when they took part in a national

effort called Souper Bowl of Caring.

Through this program, youth groups

collect money in soup pots after Masses

on Super Bowl Sunday and donate the

proceeds to charities of their choice.

The teens raised $582.87 that

weekend. Those who donated received

a prayer card and a petition to send to

President George W. Bush, asking him to

push for a stronger multinational force to

protect the people of Darftir.

Although there is no mention of

fiondraising in Erin's video, people who
saw the video soon started sending

donations to Erin and Carol May, youth

minister at St. Mary of the Lake Church,

who then forwarded the money to

Catholic Relief Services asking that the

fluids be used only for humanitarian aid

in Darftir.

Erin hopes to eventually raise

$10,000 for this relief work, but says

fimdraising is not her primary goal.

"That's second. I'd really rather raise

a lot of awareness," she said.

May was so impressed with Erin's

efforts that she nominated her for the

town's "Catch a Kid Who Cares Award''

honoring children and teens who do kind

deeds. The town supervisor presented

Erin with a certiftcate this spring.

"It was nice," Erin said. "I just like

that it's going to spread more awareness,

not because I want to have my name in

the paper."

Join us on a pilgrimage to Italy with

Fr. Louis Canino, OFM

^PTEMBER 17 -26, 2007
*Cost: $2,695.00

Visit Assisi ~ The land of St. Francis and pray in the Chapel of San

Damiano, Basilica of St. Clare, La Vema and other sacred places where St.

Francis walked and blessed by his loving presence. The trip will also in-

clude daily Mass, prayer and spiritual reflections. Thirty spots are avail-

able for this trip on a first come, first serve basis. Call St. Francis Springs

Prayer Center to register or to request further information. (336) 573-3751.

*Double occupancy. Price includes airfare (including taxes), ground

transportation, tour guides, room in convent, and all meals except for three.

(This is a privately sponsored trip, not affiliated witli the Diocese of Charlotte.)
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Pope, Bush discuss wide range of

issuesJncluding Iraq

BUSH, from page 1

The pope and president looked

relaxed as they greeted each other and

spoke briefly with reporters before their

35-minute private encounter June 9.

Bush later held a separate 40-rainute

meeting with the Vatican's top foreign

policy officials.

A Vatican statement described the

meetings as "cordial" and said they had

focused in part on "the worrisome situation

in Iraq and the critical conditions in which

the Christian community finds itself"

Tens ofthousands of Christians have

fled Iraq over the last four years to escape

violence and discrimination.

The talks also touched on the overall

situation in the Middle East, including

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and

developments in Lebanon.

"The Holy See again expressed the

hope for a 'regional' and 'negotiated'

solution to the conflicts and crises that

are tormenting the region," the Vatican

statement said.

Bush and the pope also discussed

problems in Africa, the humanitarian

crisis in Darfur and developments in

Latin America, it said. "Finally, there

was an examination of current moral

and religious questions, including those

related to human rights and religious

freedom, the defense and promotion of

life, marriage and the family, education

of new generations and sustainable

development," the Vatican said.

Before the president's visit, the

Vatican secretary of state. Cardinal

Tarcisio Bertone, went out of his way to

CNS PHOTO BY Kevin Lamarque, Reuters

CS. President George W. Bush meets with Pope

Benedict XVI at the Vatican June 9.

Classifieds
FOR RENT

CONDO: OCEANFRONT - Pleasure Island. 2

BD/2 BA. Minutes from Wilmington. Two day

praise Bush for his position on abortion

and for "positive initiatives in favor of

the defense of life from conception."

Exchangingpleasantries and gifts

Bush arrived at the Vatican under very

heavy security. The pope smiled broadly

as he greeted Bush just outside his private

library in the Apostolic Palace. The two

men shook hands, and the pope ushered

the president to a large desk. Reporters

and photographers were allowed to stay

for the first minute of the encounter.

"It's good to be with you sir," Bush
said as he sat down opposite the pope.

"You come from the conference in

Heiligendamm?" the pope said, referring

to the G8 meeting in Germany.

"I did, your old country. And it was

successful," the president replied.

The pope asked whether Bush's

dialogue with Russian President Vladimir

Putin was also successful. The president

paused as photographers kept snapping

photos and said: "I'll tell you in a minute."

Both men laughed. Putin and Bush

had sparred over a U.S. proposal to build

a missile defense system in Europe.

Bush then went on to tell the pope

that he had recently asked Congress for

$30 billion toward fighting the global

AIDS crisis, a doubling of the previous

U.S. commitment.

After reporters left, the two
leaders met privately without aides or

interpreters. Afterward, Bush's entourage

was introduced one-by-one to the pope,

who handed each ofthem a medallion.

The pope and the president also

exchanged gifts. Bush gave the pope

a long wooden stick with a design

representing the Ten Commandments.
Bush told him it had been made by a

former homeless man in Dallas.

The pope presented Bush with an

engraving of St. Peter's Basilica and a

gold medallion of his pontificate. The

president remarked: "It's beautiful, thank

you very much."

Concerns about Iraq

The Vatican's concern about Iraq

was underlined in another way during the

Bush visit.

As the president and the pope ended

their meeting, the Vatican released

a statement by the newly nominated

prefect of the Congregation for Eastern

Churches, Archbishop Leonardo Sandri,

who said many Eastern-rite Catholics

were suffering in Iraq, Lebanon and

elsewhere because of "war, violence or

fear of an uncertain future."

minimum; weekly for under $1000. Additional

units available. Call 703-450-8480 or write

wfkelle@aol.com for availability.

PRAYERS & PETITIONS

Thank you, St. Jude, forbearing my novena. Please

answer. DL

Classified ads bring results! Over 135,000 readers! Over 50,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Church officials have been
increasingly distressed at the exodus of

Iraqi Catholics following the U.S.-led

invasion of Iraq in 2003.

The last time Bush came for a papal

audience, in 2004, Pope John Paul II told

him of his deep concern for the situation

in Iraq and reminded the president of

the "unequivocal position" taken by the

Vatican against the war.

During his first term. Bush met three

times with Pope John Paul.

Before coming to see Pope Benedict,

Bush told reporters that he would be in

a "listening mode" when he met the 80-

year-old pontiff. He said a papal audience

was always a "moving experience.

Sometimes I'm not poetic enough

to describe what it's like to be in the

presence of the Holy Father."

After his meeting. Bush said the pope

was "deeply concerned" about Christians

in Iraq and feared that they were "being

mistreated by the Muslim majority."

The pope "was concerned that the

society that was evolving would not

. tolerate the Christians' religion," Bush
said during a joint press conference with

Prime Minister Romani Prodi at Chigi

Palace, the seat of Italy's government.

"I assured (the pope) we were
working hard to make sure" Iraqis would
respect "that modem constitution voted

on by the people that would honor people

from different walks of life and different

attitudes." I

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church in Greensboro has an immediate opening for

a full time Director of IVIusic Ministry. Applicant needs a solid background in traditional

Catholic Masses and music, vocal, organ and piano skills, and the ability to motivate,

expand and lead both youth and adult choirs. Salary commensurate with experience

and ability. Full benefits available. Applicants who meet these requirements should

send their resumes to: Tom Johnson, Our l^dy of Grace Church, 201 South

Chapman St, Greensboro, NC 27403; or fax to: (336) 274*7326.

Grant Writer

Part-time grant writing position for Casa Guadalupe with possibility of full-time

employment (with benefits). Research, identify, develop, and respond to public and

private opportunities for funding in the area of Human Services. Bachelor's degree

and writing sample required. Please submit resume and vimting sample to Lisa

Reyna at Catholic Social Services, P 0 Box 21314 Winston-Salem, NC 27120, or

e-mail lcreyna(gchar1ottediocese.org.

Applications must be postmarked by July 13, 2007.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND LITURGY

Good Shepherd, Cumming, GA seeks full-time Director of Music and Liturgy to oversee 1600-femily parish

liturgical music program including adult dioir, cantors and musical ensembles. Will wor1< with parish staff on all

liturgical needs and will assist in planning weddings and fiinerals as well as appropriate liturgical rites and

prayers. Ability to implement additional musical ensembles required. Good woridng knowledge of Catholic

liturgy with proven leadership skills and excellent musical abilities in keyboard and conducting. Salary

commensurate with education and experience. Please fax resume and cover letter in do Fr. Peter J. Rau:

77CW87-2241

Regional Minister of Christian Formation

for Small Parishes

The Catholic Diocese of Richmond seeks a Minister of Christian Fonnat'on for the Appalachian

area of the diocese. The selected individual will support the local volunteer catechetical leaders in

the 18 small parishes of Region 10 through consultation, resourcing, and implementation of the

diocesan catechetical nomis, and PATHWAYS, the diocesan catechist certification process. The

regional minister will also promote Adult Faith Fomiation in the region and oversee the Regbn 10

Resource Library. The selected individual viaII have a master's degree in Religious Education,

Theology, or Pastoral Ministry, and have at least three years' experience as a catechetical leader,

preferably with small and/or rural parishes.

For a position description and additional information regarding this position, contact:

Dennis Beeman, 804-359-5661, ext 113; dbeeman@richmonddiocese.org.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Reminders with

occasion of the feast

of Corpus Christi

We recently had the joy ofcelebrating

the feast of Corpus Christi (the Body and

Blood of Christ). It is a perfect occasion

to remind all faithful Catholics of the

obligation to participate in this great

mystery every Sunday, to observe the

fast prescribed by the Catholic Church

prior to Communion and to receive

the sacramental species in grace, to be

preceded by the sacrament of confession

if necessary.

We faithful Catholics are grateful to

be reminded of these obligations from

our priests' homilies. We need them, not

only in this important feast, but often

throughout the year.

I view homilies as excellent means for

continuous doctrinal education and really

appreciate these concrete and helpful

messages to keep us closer to God.
— Marina N. Carrillo

Winston-Salem

Criticizing potential

immigration reform
Regarding the article on immigration

reform ("To welcome the strangers," June

1 ), like many people. Bishop Thomas G.

Wenski is missing a critical point in

this current debate — he fails to make
a distinction between legal and illegal

immigrations. Legal immigrants are

entitled to the benefits and protections of

U.S. citizens. Illegal immigrants should

have no rights.

Bishop Wenski does not understand

that illegal immigrants have broken the

law by sneaking across the border. In

some instances, illegal immigrants have

stolen social security numbers. This is a

felony called "identity theft."

Bishop Wenski also spoke about how
deportation divides families, yet these

people made a conscience decision to

sneak across the border and start a family.

Did they expect that they would never be

caught? All of the responsibility falls on

the parents — they made their choices,

let them deal with the consequences,

r The way to stop illegal immigration

is relatively straight forward — enforce

the existing laws and make employers

accountable for who they hire. If an

employer is caught hiring an illegal, the

employer should have to pay a hefty fine

and serve jail time.

It is absolutely absurd to reward

12 to 20 million illegal immigrants

with amnesty for breaking the law. It is

simple greed that drives employers to

want cheaper labor. Hold big business

responsible, not the average law-abiding

American citizen.

— Ted Jaskot

Charlotte

V

In "To welcome the strangers,"

Letters to

the Editor

Bishop Wenski raised many good points

regarding Catholic social teaching as it

relates to the current immigration debate.

As Catholics, we should and must react

to the injustices committed against

anyone, regardless of legal status.

However, Bishop Wenski presented

a completely one-sided analysis and I

challenge all Catholics to look at all the

issues from all sides. Is justice served

when illegal immigrants are granted

amnesty while thousands of other

immigrants wait in line to follow the

process in a legal manner?

Is justice served when our students

are subjected to a severely limited

education because of the inability of so

many new students to speak English?

Is justice served when our medical

costs spiral upward to accommodate the

millions who cannot pay?

Is justice served when U.S. citizens

are forced to pay for the explosion in

governmental services? The retirement

portion of the amnesty provision of the

bill currently being debated will generate

a net cost of some $2.3 trillion alone.

The untold consequence of the new
legislation concerns the voting pattern of

the new citizens. If granted citizenship,

many immigrants will undoubtedly vote

for the party that promotes the "welfare

state." The inevitable stranglehold of

the Democratic party on all branches of

government — with its radical support

of abortion, euthanasia, embryonic stem-

cell research, homosexuality, etc.— will

directly conflict with Catholic moral

teaching. Will justice be served when
countless more of God's children are

aborted or euthanized?

— Paul E. Deer

Charlotte

Response to David
Hains' 'spin zone'

column
Is "fair and balanced" the intent of

David Hains' June 1 column, "Catholics

in the 'spin zone'"? I failed to note the

perspective of the conservative Catholic.

Did not Jesus reach out to tax collectors,

soldiers, fishermen and rabbis — people

of all political persuasions?

A study by researchers at Indiana

University is the springboard for creating

a fear-monger out of Bill O'Reilly in

particular and Fox News in general.

This inflammatory conclusion is at once

dangerously naive or malevolent.

Contrary to the findings of Mr.

Hains, as a frequent viewer of Bill

O'Reilly's show I have never witnessed

an attack on law-abiding immigrants

and foreigners. O'Reilly's astute oratory^

against terrorism is a service to our

country and to our faith.

Why is it that Mr. O'Reilly is not

credited for his effective defense of

abused children?

Many people are attracted to

O'Reilly's program because of his

consistent fight to preserve our Judeo-

Christian values in an increasingly

secular and intolerant belief system. As
a retired Catholic schoolteacher, I am
proud that O'Reilly has made the public

aware of these issues.

— Deanna Hagan
Huntersville

David Hains' column "Catholics

in the 'spin zone'" was not very well-

researched. Indeed, the study from
which Mr. Hains quotes was debunked

several weeks prior.

The Indiana University researchers

used terms like "conservative" and
"liberal" in their count of "names."

Certainly, if a political commentator is

to be charged with name calling every

time he utters the word "conservative"

then it's surprising the count wasn't far

higher.

The intentionally skewed results of

this study were ignored by O'Reilly's

rivals in the media, and yet here I

read about the study in our diocesan

newspaper. It's irresponsible journalism,

to say the least. Not only does political

rhetoric have no place in a diocesan

newspaper, but the irresponsible printing

offalse claims and bad facts has no place

in any respectable publication.

Mr. Hains owes us a refraction, ifthe

case is that he simply did not research the

facts. If this was deliberate, he owes us

an apology for attempting to mislead us,

and he owes Mr. O'Reilly an apology for

imjustly attacking his credibility.

— H. Kennedy McGovem
Clemmons

Does David Hains watch The
O'Reilly Factor on a regular basis, or is

he just taking his information from other

sources?

O'Reilly's favorite targets? He
complains about illegal immigrants who
commit crimes; judges who sentence

child molesters to light sentences; people

who constantly cut down our country,

giving fiiel for our enemies and terrorists.

Wow! How nervy of him. Thank God
someone has the guts to do it.

— Catherine H. Bauer

Hayesville

David Hains' characterization of

Bill O'Reilly was so off-base— to lump
O'Reilly in with Hitler and Mussolini

was incredible!

The sad reaUty is that in most of

our mainsfream media, the conservative

point of view is not being heard or

presented appropriately. Before Fox
News, the only way to hear a fair and

balanced report was to read The Wall

Sfreet Journal. Now, at least there is a

network that gives both sides ofthe story

when reporting on a host of issues that

affect our country.

Fox News and The O'Reilly Factor

deserve more credit than you offer for

covering issues from both sides — if

you were a regular viewer, you would

know that O'Reilly is not a Republican

patsy and he disagrees with the Bush
Adminisfration on a nimiber of issues.

Today I see what millions of

Americans see— a media that is biased

toward a secular society steeped in the

wants and needs of the individual. I

don't always agree with what Bill

O'Reilly says, but at least Fox News is

talking about conservative issues and
successfiilly rebutting liberal diatribe.

— Ralph A. Castillo

Sparta'

David Hains' column "Catholics

in the 'spin zone'" does a disservice to

himself, his readers and The Catholic

News & Herald. His comparison of Bill

O'Reilly's program and Father Charles

Coughlin's radio program rises to the level

of ridiculous. The only comparison is that

they were both media personalities.

There is no question that Father

Coughlin was opposed to the U.S.

intervention in the war in Europe. But

to compare O'Reilly's and Father

Coughlin's use of "name calling" is

pure hyperbole, despite the questionable

"research" cited. In fact, Mr. Hains

reverts to the very same tactic by labeling

O'Reilly as a fear-mongerer.

— John C. Tuffy

. Murphy

I am a news junkie; I watch all the

networks and I personally like a sfrong

debate — this shows that both sides

are getting a fair hearing. Is David
Hains afraid of someone challenging

the standard left of center views? As
Catholics, we should encourage open,

honest debate, not condemn it, especially

when our values are given a fair hearing.

I do not always agree with Bill

O'Reilly, but he does often promote

Catholic viewpoints: anti-abortion,

pro-Christmas, pro-child, anti-pom, pro-

religion, pro-family. He is very vocal

about his anti-abortion stance — why
was this not reported?

On a recent episode ofThe O'Reilly

Factor, O'Reilly exposed a doctor who
was performing late-term abortions.

During that show O'Reilly did "name
call"— he called the doctor a "murderer.

Is it wrong to call a doctor performing an

abortion a murderer?

We should be glad to have a sfrong

media personality such as O'Reilly

supporting moral convictions and we
should not completely condemn him

Complete condemnation is not Catholic,

it is political ideology.

— Brian Walser

Charlotte

WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR
The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters

from readers. We ask that letters be originals of

250 words or fewer, pertain to recent newspaper

content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter

must include the name, address and daytime

phone number of the writer for purpose of

verification. Letters may be condensed due to

space limitations and edited for clarity, style and

factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish

poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted

to The Catholic News & Herald become the

property of the newspaper and are subject to

reuse, in whole or in part, in print, electronic
'

formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The
Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box
37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catt)olicnews@chariottediocese.org.
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To distribute the wealth Making

Keeping our promises to the world's poor

Every day 25,000 people — 18,000

of them children — perish from not

having enough food to eat. And every

year over 9 million fellow human beings

die because they are too poor to live.

These appalling facts reported from

Friends of the World Food Program
should deeply disturb those of us who
have more than enough to live well.

These facts should especially bother the

consciences of the leaders of the world's

richest nations.

As I write, heads ofthe G-8 (the Group

of Eight), the world's leading industrial

nations, which includes the United States,

are meeting in Germany to discuss global

economic issues ofmutual interest.

But as they deliberate over how to

better assist each other's economies,

they should more importantly commit
themselves to ensuring that the world's

poor have a valued place at their

economic tables.

Since being poor is the principle

cause of hunger, they should vow to

rapidly eliminate global poverty. And they

can begin by honoring past promises.

To this point, presidents of the

bishops' conferences of seven of the

G-8 nations sent letters to the leaders of

the United States, the United Kingdom,

Japan, Russia, Canada, France and
Germany, urging these political leaders

to honor the commitments made at the G-
8 summit in Scotland two years ago.

There the world's richest countries

promised to spend an additional $50
billion per year on foreign assistance

by 2010, with half that amount going

to Africa. But the Organization for

Economic Cooperation andDevelopment
reports that foreign aid levels have

remained stagnant through 2006.

Recently Pope Benedict XVI called

for a more just distribution of the wealth

of the planet.

The pope said, "In the modem
world it is more than ever important to

affirm the bonds that unite countries,

with special attention toward the poorest

nations. ... Authorities in all countries

have a duty to work together to ensure

greater distribution of the wealth and

resources of the planet."

Pope Benedict expressed hope "for a

renewed commitment among all nations,

especially the richest, to ensure that all

human beings may become aware of

their responsibility in this matter and

accept a transformation of lifestyle with

a view to an evermore just distribution"

of wealth.

Commitments made at the 2007

G-8 summit will do little to alleviate the

Difference

TONY
MAGLIANO
CNS COLUMNIST

misery of the world's poor unless we
insist that our political leaders honor past

and present promises.

Please e-mail, write or call President

Bush (White House comment desk:

(202) 456-1111) and your two U.S.

senators and congressperson (Capitol

switchboard: (202) 224-3121), urging

them to appropriate an additional several

billion dollars per year to global poverty

reduction assistance— as ourgovernment

promised to do at the 2005 G-8 summit.

Waiting until 2010 will only allow

fremendous misery to continue.

Also, please regularly give whatever

you can to help the poorest of the poor.

Hunger will not end until we demand
justice for the poor, give generously to

their needs and keep all our promises.

Papal Advice
How much attention should president Bush pay
to Pope Benedict's ideas about policy?

18%

moderate I

amount I

not
I

much I

46%

21%

11%

no opinion: 4%

Results are based on telephone interviews with a randomly selected

national sample of 1,007 adults, conducted June 1-3. 2007.

Source: 2007 Gallup poll

©2007 CNS

Small is beautiful
Curbing 'appetites' may help curb global warming

As I watched the "NewsHour" with

Jim Lehrer recently, I told myself, "I've

been here before."

In a discussion on global warming,

an expert on climate change suggested we
need to change our ideas about bigness,

to think more in terms of smallness.

Several years ago while cycling

through Europe, I met a group of
university students who were proponents

of E. F. Schumacher's book "Small
Is Beautifiil." The British economist

proposes thinking in terms of smaller,

less and fewer:

"For humane, aesthetic, moral and
political reasons, the overwhelming nature

ofmodem technology threatens a quality of

life that has meaning, fi-eedom of choice, a

human sense of scale and an equal chance

for justice and individual creativity.

"Supporters of this viewpoint have

proposed a value system in which
all people recognize that the earth's

resources are limited and that human life

must be structured around a commitment
to control the growth of industry, the size

of cities and the use of energy.

"Restoration and renewal of natural

resources has become the technological

objectives of the appropriate-technology

alternative."

One of the contentions of the

university students was that people's

appetites were geared to making things

forever bigger. To back up their thinking

they pointed to regular-size hamburgers

becoming Big Macs; simple station

wagons becoming SUVs; skyscrapers

getting taller; ordinary homes becoming
gigantic mansions.

Unwilling to do without some foods

out of season, some countries import

them from other parts ofthe world where
they are in season. As one professor on

Lehrer 's "NewsHour" pointed out, flying

in cargoes of food requires jets, and
jets pollute the atmosphere. He lauded

farmers markets because people didn't

need to travel to purchase local produce.

No doubt curbing appetites is

necessary, but how do you curb an appetite

once it has been cultivated? Changing
ingrained habits is extremely difficult.

One meaning of the word "appetite"

is "to have a craving." The word "crave"

can also mean to desire something one

feels he or she has a right to.

One answer to curbing an appetite is

to realize no one has an unlimited right

to the resources of this earth. They are

The Human
Side

FATHER EUGENE
HEMRICK
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gifts of nature and ultimately a gift from

God. If we are to conserve resources

and protect the environment, practicing

gratitude in its deepest spiritual sense is

imperative.

Developing a sense of heartfelt

thankfulness is our best means for

developing an ecological revolution

aimed at saving our planet.

For thankfiilness to truly move us,

however, it must be based on a reverence

ofGod. One ofthe meanings ofreverence

is to be in awe. The more we are in

awe of God's gifts, the more we will

cherish them.

To know how true this is, all we need

do is recall a gift we received from a dear

friend and how we made every effort to

preserve and cherish it.

True believers look

at life of church

seeking God's love,

says pope

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — True

believers look at the life and history of

the Catholic Church seeking signs of

God's love, rather than trying to highlight

the curious or being fixated by the

scandalous. Pope Benedict XVI said.

When Catholics take church history

seriously, they are inspired to live lives

that are more Christian so that they, too,

may add their own evidence of God's

greatness, the pope said June 13 at his

weekly general audience.

Pope Benedict focused on the third-

century Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea,

the author of a 10-volume history of the

church. Eusebius set a "moral" standard

for recounting church history, the pope

said. The aim of a church history "is not

just to know the past," but to prompt

reflection leading to "conversion and an

authentic witness of Christian life on the

part of the faithfial."

Eusebius' approach to history

"invites us to be in awe, to contemplate

in history the great works of God for the

salvation of humanity and, with as much
energy, he invites us to the conversion

of life," Pope Benedict said. "Let us do

everything in our lives in order to leave a

trace of God's love."

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
BenedictXVI 's remarks in English.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Continuing our catechesis on the

writers of the early church, we turn today

to Eusebius of Caesarea.

The many theological, exegetical

and historical writings of Eusebius

reflect the rich Christian culture of his

time, which spanned the period of the

last persecutions, the peace of the church

under Constantine and the controversies

surrounding the Council ofNicaea.

He attended the council as the bishop

ofCaesarea and subscribed its teaching on

the Son's divinity and consubstantiality

with the Father. Eusebius is best known
for his "Ecclesiastical History," which

documented the first centuries of the

church's life and preserved much precious

evidence which would otherwise be lost.

His Christocentric approach to

history emphasized the gradual revelation

of God's merciful love for humanity,

culminating in the coming of Christ, the

spread of the Gospel and the growth of

tlae church. Eusebius' writings continue

to inspire Christians in every age to

let their study of history bear fruit in

a greater appreciation of God's saving

works, a deeper conversion to Christ and

a more generous witness to the Gospel in

everyday life.
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Pope Benedict XVI leads a eucharistic procession in Rome on the feast of the Body and Blood of Christ

June 7.

Join us: ^'CRUISE [NFO MEETING"

7 pra., Tuesday; June 26

Slide presentation, answers to your questions by

travel rep at Pastoral Center, Charlotte. All are

welcome! Call for reservation (704) 370-3332.

NO RISK to hold space— FULL refund before July 3 1 st

The Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to leave winter behind and explore the

SOUTHERN eARIBBEAN
and the PANAMA eANAL

January 31- February II, 200S
Ail family and friends are welcome to join with

Pr. Mo West as we cruise from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
aboard Holland America's luxury ship Bis Volendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — g^ded Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach
hammock, lecim about Bahamian culture
* Oranjestad, Aruba — water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a
submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy
beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon,,Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jungle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native
markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!
Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES air rare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ ship transfers, taxes, baggage
handling and all port charges!

Deposits are due before August 1st and there is NO RISK to hold your space today
- FULL REFUND before 7/31/07. Plus, early bookings receive best cabin choice.

For a brochure or questions, CEill Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332

Nourishment in the 'desert'

Pope says Eucharist essentialfor
Christians in often-hostile world

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME (CNS) — Before leading

a Corpus Christi procession with the

Eucharist through the streets of Rome,
Pope Benedict XVI said the sacrament

is essential nourishment for Christians

walking through an often-hostile world.

"For every Christian generation,

the Eucharist is the indispensable

nourishment that sustains them as they

cross the desert of this world," he said

in his June 7 homily for the feast of the

Body and Blood of the Lord.

The world is "made arid by ideological

and economic systems that do not promote

life, but rather mortify it," he said

during the Mass celebrated outside

Rome's Basilica of St. John Lateran.

Ours is "a world where the logic of

power and possessing dominates more
than that of service and love; a world

where often the culture of violence and

death triumphs," the pope said.

"But Jesus comes to meet us and

reassure us: He himself is the bread of

life," Pope Benedict said.

The pope rode in the procession in

the back of an open flatbed truck. The
pope knelt before the Blessed Sacrament

as security officers and candle-bearing

altar servers, bishops and cardinals

walked beside the truck.

Because the Mass was considered

a Rome diocesan event, despite the

thousands of foreigners present. Pope
Benedict celebrated the liturgy, including

the eucharistic prayer, in Italian rather

than Latin.

The pope told people gathered

for the Mass that they should not

be surprised that many people have

difficulty accepting church teaching that

Jesus is truly present in Eucharist.

The real presence is a mystery, and

"a God who becomes flesh and sacrifices

himself for the life of the world puts

human wisdom in crisis," he said.

But Catholics continue to proclaim

the true presence ofJesus in the Eucharist

and, in traditional Corpus Christi

processions, they bear witness to their

faith by carrying the Eucharist through

their cities, the pope said.

Pope Benedict said Luke's Gospel

account of the miracle of the loaves and
fishes emphasizes the fact that everyone

present ate and was filled.

In the same way, he said, the public

procession "calls attention to the fact

that Christ sacrificed himself for all

humanity," the pope said. "His passage

between the houses and along the,streets

of our city will be an offering of joy, of

eternal life, peace and love to those who
live there."

Pope Benedict said Luke's Gospel

story also emphasizes the fact that the

bread and fish multiplied by Jesus were

offered by people in the crowd.

"The five loaves andtwo fish indicate

our contribution, poor but necessary,

which he transforms into a gift oflove for

all," the pope said.

The Eucharist, he said, calls

Christians to give themselves to others

"because the vocation of each of us is to

be, like Christ, bread broken for the life

of the world." J

CNS PHOTO BY Chris Helgren, Reuters

Pope Benedict XVI kneels before the Blessed

Sacrament in Rome June 7.

TliEORATORY
434 Charlotte Avenue, P.O. Box 1 1 586

Rock Hill, SC 2973-1586

(803) 327-2097 rrockhilioratory.com

26th Summer Bible Institute

Sunday, July 1 5 - Friday, July 20

Old Testament Presenter: Father Larry Boadt, CSP—
'The Book of Exodus"

Fr. Boadt Is a member of the Paulist Fathers and long-time professor in Old Testament studies at

Washington Theological Union. He currently is publisher for Paulist Press and continues to give

lectures and retreats on topics in the Psalms, Prophets and Pentateuch. His writings are prolific,

notably "Reading the Old Testament."

NewTestament Presenter: Dr. Pheme Perkins—
"Reading the Synoptic Gospels"

Dr. Perkins joined the theology department at Boston College in 1 972. She has been active in

writing and lecturing across the New Testament spectrum, especially in Pauline epistles,

Johannine writing, Resurrection and early Christian eschatology. Gnosticism and Irenaeus. Her

"Reading the New Testament" is widely known.

For further information, visit the web site or contact

The Oratory: Center for Spirituality
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Defending

all life

Bishop calls on

Catholics to fight

pending legislation

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Bishop

Peter J. Jugis was disappointed

in a recent decision by N.C.

legislators to fiind embryonic

stem-cell research and is calling

on Catholics to oppose it.

As President George W.
Bush vetoedabill inWashington

June 20 to expand federal

funding for medical research

on human embryonic stem

cells, the N.C. House Science

and Technology Committee
approved House Bill 1837, the

Stem Cell Research Health and

Wellness Act.

The bill, which was
cleared to go before the House
Appropriations Committee,
allocates $10 million in public

fimds for embryonic stem-cell

research.

See STEM CELLS, page 6
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Perspectives

David Hains responds to

column criticism; Tony

Magliano coynpares healthy

vs. blind patriotism
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Celebrating a new life in America

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Congolese singers and dancers perform a traditional dance as part of the World Refugee Day celebration in uptown Charlotte

June 20. Nearly 1 00 participants from six ethnic groups performed traditional dances, played contemporary music and spoke

about life for refugees in the United States.

Refugees bring cultures

to uptown Charlotte

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

-CHARLOTTE — People

from around the globe gathered

in uptown Charlotte to share

their experiences as refugees

and celebrate their native

cultures June 20.

"World Refugee Day
is designed to celebrate the

courage and determination

of refugees," said Mary Jane

Bruton, community relations

coordinator for the diocesan

Refugee Resettlement Office.

"It also showcases the

cultural gifts they bring with

them and allows refugees

to share those gifts with the

greater community," she said.

In 2000, the United Nations

declared that June 20 would be

commemorated annually as

World Refugee Day.

WANT TO SEE MORE?
For more photos from World

Refugee Day in Charlotte,

visit www.charlottediocese.

org/catholicnews.html.

Reflections of Christ
Jubilarians, retirees honored at Mass

Photo by Kaken A. Evans

Father Joseph Waters exchanges the sign of peace with his fellow priests during

the Mass celebrating the anniversaries of priestly ordination and recognition of

service for retiring priests at St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte June 1

.

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Priests

serving in the Diocese of

Charlotte were recently honored

for their years of service to

Catholics in North Carolina

and elsewhere.

A dozen priests were
recognized for the 25th, 50th,

55th or 60th anniversary of

their priestly ordinations during

a Mass celebrated by Bishop

Peter J. Jugis at St. Patrick

Cathedral in Charlotte June 1

.

Also honored during the

Mass were Oblate Father

Thomas Fitzpatrick and
Father Edward Sheridan, who
are retiring July 5. Father

Fitzpatrick has been serving

as pastor of Our Lady of

the Highways Church in

Thomasville; Father Sheridan

has been serving as pastor of St.

Gabriel Church in Charlotte.

Father Thomas Selvaraj,

pastor of St. Joseph of the Hills

See JUBILEE, page 8
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Pastoral assignments

List ofnew pastors, parochial

vicars, other assignments

I
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Faith-filled journey

Father Ed Sheridan retires

after 44 years

I
PAGE 9

Resisting evil

Program counteracts

violence on news,

around world

BYjOANITAM.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

MAGGIE VALLEY —
Catholics from the Asheville

and Smoky Mountain vicariates

came to "The Nonviolence of

Jesus : L iving the Gospel Today"

because they are Christians,

concerned about the Iraq war,

interested in social justice.

See NONVIOLENCE, page 5

Culture Watch

Christian perspectives in

Harry Potter; ad pros, cons

I
PAGES 10-11
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A FAMILY OF FAITH

CNS PHOTO BY Davio Maung

Francie Ware (left) greets parishioners during a June 1 4 Mass at the Marine Memorial Chapel at Camp

Pendleton, a U.S. Marine Corps base in Oceanside, Calif. Ware, who has four children and lives on the

base, depends greatly on the spiritual support she has within the base's Catholic community to help deal

with her husband's deployment to Kuwait.

Woman relies on faith, camaraderie

during husband's deployment
WASHINGTON (CNS) —

Sometimes it's the little things people

miss the most.

Since Navy Capt. James Ware was
deployed to Kuwait in February for

a yearlong assignment as executive

officer of the U.S. Navy's Expeditionary

Medical Facility, his wife, Francie Ware,

has missed their daily conversations.

She also misses going to Sunday

Mass as a family and taking up an entire

pew with their four children.

In his absence, she has relied more
on prayer, putting her husband "in God's

hands" and finding, as a result, that her

"dialogue with God has been much
stronger."

She also has come to depend on

members of the Catholic community at

Camp Pendleton, the Marine Corps Base

in Southern California. The base is also

home to Navy families because of its

Navy hospital.

Ware, a religious education teacher,

joined a Bible study group formed by
members ofthe three Catholic chapels on

base, primarily to brush up on Scripture

knowledge. But with her husband's

absence, the group has helped fill a void.

Part of life as a parent with a

deployed spouse, as she put it, is to worry

about your spouse "every minute" and

also "to be strong at all times for our

children, even when we feel like being

weak or scared."

"I don't know what I would do
without the good folks from our Catholic

community of Camp Pendleton," she

said. "It's through them that I see Jesus'

shining love, caring and efTable goodness

as this community continually pours

out their support for me and our four

children."

The Bible study includes about

20 regular members; many are

retirees and have been through long

deployments and some are widowed.
The six members with active-duty

spouses are jokingly referred to as the

"kids" of the group.

They have joined her for big family

celebrations such as birthdays and her

son's first Communion and also for just

talking about the everyday things —
filling in for the frequent conversations

she used to have with her husband during

the couple's 27 years of marriage.

Father Chris Merris, a Navy chaplain

who has been assigned to Camp Pendleton

for the past four years, likens what
families such as the Wares go through

to a crisis situation that brings forth

"humanity and grace."

Father Merris said the church is a

natural source of support for military

families.

"There is a reason God gave us

the church," he added. "You can't do it

yourself."

The priest said he is continually

humbled by the way military families

show bravery, "day after day."

Shows of strength are not only on

the battlefield, but everywhere, he said,

adding that they are just "not always on

display in a great theatrical way."

South Carolina fire chaplain

mourns loss of nine firefighters
CHARLESTON, S.C. (CNS) — As

chaplain ofthe South Carolina Firefighters'

Association for the past 23 years, Msgr.

Joseph Roth has made a habit of writing

to the families of each of the 80 or 90

members who die each year.

But he never expected to have to

write to nine families at once, as he

will now do after a fire in a Charleston

furniture warehouse claimed the lives

of nine firefighters in the early morning

hours of June 19. The fire began around

7 p.m. June 18.

Msgr. Roth, vicar general for the

Diocese of Charleston, spoke briefly

with The Catholic Miscellany,
Charleston diocesan newspaper, by
telephone June 19.

"We offer the condolences of the

Diocese ofCharleston to the nine families

of the Charleston Fire Department who
died in the terrible fire this morning,"

he said. "We also certainly express

Diocesan
planner

BOONE VICARIATE

JEFFERSON — Father Matthew Buettner will

present a lecture July 16 at 6 p.m. in the parish

hall of St. Francis of Assisi Church, 326 East

Main St. The topic of the lecture will be related

to his book, "The Mystery ofthe Mass. " Please

call (336) 246-9151 for more information.

SPRUCE PINE — A Rosary of Intercession

for Priests is recited each Friday at St. Lucien

Church, 695 Summit St., before the 9 a.m.

Mass. Prayers are offered for bishops, priests

and deacons, and for an increase in vocations to

the priesthood. For more information, call the

church office at (828) 765-2224.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE
CHARLOTTE — Bishop Peter J. Jugis will

celebrate a Mass for military personnel July 8

at 3 p.m. at St. Patrick Cathedral, 1621 Dilworth

Rd. E. The Mass and a Rosary (to be recited at

2:30 p.m.) will be offered for all of our military

personal. Please send a picture ofyour loved one

who has died or is now serving in our military so

that we may place their pictures in the cathedral

vestibule for display prior to the Mass. Mail

your photos to Nancy Weber, Bishop's Office,

1 123 South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203

by July 5. List your loved one's name and

military rank on the back of the picture.

CHARLOTTE — A Family Ultreya will take

place in the family room of St Matthew Church,

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., July 15,

12-2 p.m. AH Cursillistas, their families and

friends are invited to join us for faith, food and

fellowship. We will have an inspirational witness

talk, grouping and a potluck lunch. For more
information, call Tom and Heather Martin at

(704) 544-7011. For babysitting, reserve a

condolences to the members of the fire

department who are greatly distressed by

what has happened. We hope and pray

that they will be able to receive God's

choicest blessing of peace in this tragic

situation."

Bishop Robert J. Baker ofCharleston

was in New Mexico June 19 for the

spring retreat of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops.

Msgr. Roth said he was heading to a

meeting with the firefighters' association

at a local fire station to determine what

help was needed and to possibly arrange

chaplain's visits to the families.

The organization provides services,

benefits and information, and a relief

fund for about 16,000 active and retired

firefighters and their families.

He is the only Catholic chaplain in

the 102-year history of the association

and recently was inducted into the

association's Hall of Fame.

spot by calling Vicki Torres at (704) 543-7677,

ext 1011.

CHARLOTTE — All high school and college

students are invited to "How Not to Lose the

Dating Game, " an informative talk on the -

virtue of chastity by Dominican Sister Jane

Dominic. The presentation will take place July 19,

7-9 p.m. in the St. Gabriel Church Ministry Center,

3016 Providence Rd. Food and door prizes will

be provided. For more information or to RSVP,
e-mail marysample5@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE — St. Basil the Gteat Ukrainian

Byzantine Catholic Church will have a Ukrainian

Mass in English in the chapel ofCharlotte Catholic

High School, 7702 Pineville-Matthews Rd., the

third Sunday ofeach month at 10 a.m. The Mass is

open to anyone who would like to attend. For more

information, pleeise contact Father Mark Shuey at

mshuey2@nc.rr.com or call (919) 779-7246.

CHARLOTTE — Dominican Sister Jane

Dominic will speak on Pope Benedict XVI's

encyclical "God is Love" July 20 at 7:30

p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul Church, 6828
Old Reid Rd. For more information, e-mail

margaret^kennedy@yahoo.com.

CHARLOTTE — The Happy Timers of St. Ann
Church meet the first Wednesday of each month
with a luncheon and program at 1 p.m. in the

Msgr. Allen Center, 3635 Park Rd. All adults age

55 and older are welcome. For more information,

call Charles Nesto at (704) 398-0879."

GASTONIA VICARIATE
BELMONT — First Saturday Devotions take

place on the first Saturday of each month at

Belmont Abbey Basilica, 100 Belmont-Mt.
Holly Rd. Devotion begins at 9:30 a.m. with the

recitation of the rosary, followed by reconciliation

and Mass. For more information, call Phil or Terri

at (704) 888-6050.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— The Men S Bible Study Grou
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope says Iraqi Christians experience

'authentic martyrdom'

iDll

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Christians of Iraq are experiencing an

"authentic martyrdom" and must be

supported materially and spiritually

by the entire Catholic Church, Pope
Benedict XVI said.

"Peace, so long implored and
awaited, unfortunately is still largely being

offended," the pope said in a June 21

speech to representatives of the Catholic

communities in the Middle East and to

Catholic aid agencies that assist them.

In "vast areas" of the Middle East,

including Iraq, Lebanon, Israel and the

Palestinian territories, "interpersonal

and communal relationships" are being

compromised by tension, unrest and all-

out war, he told participants in a Vatican

meeting of church funding agencies for

Eastern churches.

"Ancient andnew injustices" are being

perpetuated in the region, the pope said,

leading to new violence and more war.

at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715 Horse Pen
Creek Rd., meets Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m. in the

Parish Life Center, room 4. The group will discuss

the Books of Acts, July 17-Sept. 18. Bring your

own Bible. For more information, contact Gus
Magrinat at gmagrinat@pol.net or John Malmfelt

at (336) 665-6450 orjmalmsie@aol.com.

HICKORY VICARIATE
MORGANTON—As Christians we struggle daily

with negative emotions such as anger, anxiety and

despair. "Spirituality of the Emotions" offers an

opportunity to bring together insight, prayer and
group support in this struggle. Dr. Ronda Chervin

will present this program Wednesdays, 7:30-

8:45 p.m., through Aug. 8. These free classes will

meet at St. Charles Borromeo Church, 728 West
Union St. For more information, call Dr. Chervin

at (828) 4 1 3-4624 or St. Charles Borromeo Church
at (828) 437-3108.

HICKORY — A Charismatic Mass is celebrated

the first Thursday of each month in Sebastian

Chapel of St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second
St. NE, at 7 p.m. For further information, contact

Joan Moran (828)-327-0487.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
SALISBURY — Our Lady Rosary Makers of

Sacred Heart Church, 128 N. Fulton St., are

making cord rosaries for the missions and the-

military. The group meets the first Tuesday of
each month in the church office conference room,
10-11 a.m. For more information, call Cathy
Yochim at (704) 636-6857 or Joan Kaczmarezyk
at (704) 797-8405.

MOORESVILLE — A Support Group for
Parents Who Have Lost a Child ofany Age meets

the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at

St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley School- Rd.

We draw strength from others' experience of
loss and grief. For more information, call Joy at

(704) 664-3992.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE
MURPHY— A Charismatic Prayer Group meets

Pope Benedict said he and all those

participating in the meeting wanted
to express their solidarity with and

closeness to the region's Christian

communities and to "those who venerate

the name of God and seek him with a

sincere conscience."

"I knock at the hearts of those who
have specific responsibility that they

would adhere to their serious obligation to

guarantee the peace of everyone, without

distinction, freeing them from the deadly

illness of religious, cultural, historical or

geographical discrimination," he said.

The pope offered his condolences

to Chaldean Patriarch Emmanuel-Karim
Delly of Bagdad for the June 3 "barbaric

murder of an unarmed priest and three

subdeacons" in Mosul in northern Iraq.

The pope also encouraged church

representatives from Israel and the

Palestinian territories "to reinforce the

sorely tried hope" of their faithful.

Fridays at 3:30 p.m. in the Glenmary House of

St. William Church, 765 Andrews Rd. join us

for praise music, witness, teaching, prayers and

laying on of hands for those in need. For more
details, call Gery Dashner at (828) 494-2683.

WAYNESVILLE — The Catholic Women's
Circle of St. John the Evangelist Church,

234 Church St., meets the second Monday of

each month at 7 p.m. in the church hall. For

more information, call the church office at

(828) 456-6707.

FRANKLIN — The Women's Guild of
St. Francis of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St.,

meets the second Monday of each month at 1

p.m. in the Family Life Center. The meetings

feature guest speakers and special events

periodically. For more information, call Claire

Bamable at (828) 369-1565.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE
WINSTON-SALEM — St. Benedict the Moor
Church, 1625 East 12th St., hosts a 12:15 p.m.

prayer service, Veni Sanctus Spiritus, the second

and fourth Wednesday of each month. All are

welcome to reflect on God and refresh the spirit

in the middle of a day. For more information

call Sister Larretta Rivera-Williams at (336)

725-9200.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing
Companions is a grief support group for the

bereaved that meets the first and third Thursdays

ofthe month in conference room B at St. Leo the

Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave. For further

details, call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

Is your parish sponsoring a free event open to the

general public? If so, tell others about it here in the

Diocesan Planner!

Deadline for all submissions for the Diocesan

Planner is 1 5 days prior to desired publication date.

Submit in writing to kaevans@charlottediocese.org

or fax to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calencjar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

June 30— 10:30 a.m.
^' Mass for new tribunal advocates

^ Pastoral Center, Charlotte

July 1 — 11 a.m.

Installation of Father LoMonaco as pastor

St. John the Evangelist Church, Waynesville

July 8— 2:30 p.m.

Rosary and Mass for military personnel

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Aug. 4— 9 a.m.

Mass for Crossroads walkers

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Vatican issues Ten
Commandments' for drivers

VATICANCITY(CNS)—The Vatican
has issued a set of "Ten Commandments"
for drivers, saying motor vehicles

can be an "occasion of sin."

A document titled "Guidelines for

the Pastoral Care of the Road" said

driving can unleash road rage and other

immoral behavior, including excess

speed, reckless passing, cursing and just

plain rudeness.

"Cars tend to bring out the 'primitive'

side ofhuman beings, thereby producing

rather unpleasant results," the document

said.

The warning about driving came in

the first part of the 59-page instruction,

released June 19 by the Pontifical

Council for Migrants and Travelers. The
document said drivers need to remember
that even when there is no one sitting

next to them, they are never alone.

"This capacity for coexistence,

of entering into relations with others,

presupposes certain specific qualities in

a driver: namely self-mastery, prudence,

courtesy, a fitting spirit of service and

knowledge ofthe highway code," it said.

Accidents can occiir anytime, and

when they do, motorists have a moral

responsibility to stop and help others,

it said.

The "Ten Commandments" for

drivers, as listed in the document, are:

1. You shall not kill.

2. The road shall be for you a means
of communion between people and not

of mortal harm.

3. Courtesy, uprightness and
prudence will help you deal with

unforeseen events.

4. Be charitable and help your

neighbor in need, especially victims

of accidents.

5. Cars shall not be for you an

expression ofpower and domination and

an occasion of sin.

6. Charitably convince the yoimg
and not so young not to drive when they

are not in a fitting condition to do so.

7. Support the families of
accident victims.

8. Bring guilty motorists and their

victims together, at the appropriate time,

so that they can undergo the liberating

experience of forgiveness.

9. On the road, protect the more
vulnerable party.

10. Feel responsible toward others.

Timeless tradition

CNS PHOTO BY Romeo Ranoco, Reuters

A Catholic priest sprinkles holy vifater onto the faithful covered in mud and dried leaves during a ceremony

celebrating the feast of St. John the Baptist in the remote village of Bibiclat in Nueva Ecija province, north

of Manila, Philippines, June 24. Hundreds of Catholics participated in the religious tradition, wfhich has

been held in the village annually since 1945.

Pope says two-thirds majority always needed to elect pope

VATICAN (CNS)— Pope Benedict

XVI has stipulated that a two-thirds

majority always is required to elect a new
pope, undoing a more flexible procedure

introduced by Pope John Paul II.

In a one-page document releasedJune

26, the pope said the two-thirds-majority

rule cannot be set aside even when
cardinal-electors are at an impasse.

Instead, the pope instructed that ifthe

cardinals are deadlocked after 13 days,

runoff ballots between the two leading

candidates will be held. A papal election

will continue to require a majority of

two-thirds of the cardinals present.

In 1996, Pope John Paul introduced

a change in the conclave procedure that

allowed cardinal-electors to move to a

simple majority after 13 days, when 33

or 34 ballots had been held.

Pope Benedict said there had been

significant requests for a return to the old

rules, under which a two-thirds majority

was always required.

Under Pope Benedict's new rule, if a

conclave has not elected a pope after 13

days, the cardinals will pause for a day

of prayer, reflection and dialogue, then

move to a runoff election between the

two cardinals who had obtained the most

votes on the previous ballot.

The two leading cardinals would
not vote in the runoff ballots, though

they would remain in the Sistine Chapel,

where conclaves are held.

Pope Benedict's document, an

apostolic letter issued only in Latin, was

signed June 1 1

.
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Toward the Tromised Land^
Parishioners take part in Corpus Christi celebration

BY KATHLEEN HEALY SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

FRANKLIN — As Pope Benedict

XVI led a Corpus Christi procession

with the Eucharist through the streets of

Rome, CathoHcs in Franklin took part in

a different kind of procession.

ACorpus Christi procession featuring

carpets depicting sacred symbols of faith

was held at St. Francis of Assisi Church

in Franklin June 7, the feast of the Body
and Blood of Jesus.

Parishioner Michael Brucker
originally suggested the idea to Father

Matthew Kauth, pastor. Brucker 's former

parish in Pennsylvania had used 1 5 carpets

with symbols created from sawdust during

its Corpus Christi procession.

Father Kauth was intrigued by the

idea and gave Brucker the go-ahead.

"Michael had the idea and did most

of the work getting the word out," said

Father Kauth. "He found so many to help

in the project, making it a family affair in

which our whole parish participated."

The sawdust carpets at St. Francis of

Assisi Church were created by families

and various,groups within the parish. Each

carpet required considerable work andtime,
wilii each creation uniquely representing an

aspect ofthe Catholic faith.

The project resulted in the largest

participation by the parish in any event,

outside the celebration of the Mass.

The Corpus Christi celebration

began with vespers and eucharistic

adoration in the church. Participants then

went outside, where they lined either side

of the carpets. A procession through the

center of the carpets began with Father

Kauth carrying a monstrance containing

the Eucharist.

"Our Lord has not left us orphaned,

but has sent us his Holy Spirit to allow

us to worship in spirit and in truth," said

Father Kauth.

"As the Israelites processed through

the desert and were fed by manna, we are

processing to the true Promised Land and

are fed with the body and blood of the

Father's own Son," he said.

The parishioners followed behind

the monstrance to the parish's grotto

of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, where

Courtesy Photo

Parishioners line carpets with religious symbols

during a Corpus Christi celebration at St. Francis

of Assisi Church in Franklin June 7, the feast of

the Body and Blood of Jesus.

Benediction was offered. The procession

then continued back into the church for a

final Benediction.

In Rome, the pope told those gathered

for Mass celebrated outside the Basilica

of St. John Lateran that the real presence

ofJesus in the Eucharist is a mystery, and

"a God who becomes flesh and sacrifices

himself for the life of the world puts

human wisdom in crisis," he said.

But Catholics continue to proclaim

the true presence ofJesus in the Eucharist

and, in traditional Corpus Christi

processions, thdy bear witness to their

faith by carrying the Eucharist through

their cities, the pope said.

At St. Francis of Assisi Church, the

Corpus Christi celebration helped enable

a greater understanding of the feast of

the Body and Blood of Christ and an

increased appreciation of the Eucharist.

"One woman afterward said to

me she had never seen anything so

beautiful," said Father Kauth. "She
finally realized the ineffable gift of the

holy Eucharist."

WANT MORE INFO?

For further information about how the

carpets were made, contact Michael

Brucker or Father Kauth at St. Francis of

Assisi Church at (828) 524-2289.

In the Steps of a saint

Courtesy Photo

Father Brian Cook, parochial vicar at Holy Family

Church in Clemmons and spiritual director of the

parish Elizabeth Ann Seton Guild, is pictured with

the group during their pilgrimage to the National

Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and the National

Shrine Grotto of Lourdes in Emmitsburg, Md.,

April 28-29.

The group attended Mass in the Basilica of the

National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, visited

the saint's tomb and toured the grounds where

she founded the first parochial school in the United

States. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is considered the

founder of the U.S. Catholic school system.

At the grotto, the group participated in the

Stations of the Cross and recited the rosary.

Father Cook, an alumnus of Mount St, Mary's

Seminary in Emmitsburg, arranged for the group

to meet with Jason Barone, Matthew Codd and

Transitional Deacon Tri Vinh Truong, seminarians

for the Diocese of Charlotte, who gave them a tour

of the seminary.

Checks of charity

CouRTisY Photo

Father Shawn O 'Neal, pastor of St. Joseph Church in Bryson City and Our Lady of

Guadalupe Mission in Cherokee, is pictured with members of Court St. Mary of the

Catholic Daughters ofAmerica, who are presenting two $200 checks to Julie Sasscer

(secondfrom left) and Gayle Woody (thirdfrom left) ofthe Western Carolina Pregnancy

Center in Bryson City and Linda Henderson (fifth from left) of the Smoky Mountain

Pregnancy Care Center The checks werepresented during the court's monthly meeting

at Our Lady ofGuadalupe Church May 12. f

eats for direct flight — call NOW!
Deadline for deposit coming soon — Aug. 1

^ijgiiiil^i.iMI

The Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to leave v\rinter behind and explore the

SOU I HERN eAKlBBBAN
and the PANAMA CANAL

January 31- February II, 2008
All iamily and friends are welcome to join with

Fr. Mo West as we cruise from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
aboard Holland America's luxury ship ms Volendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — gmded Everglades airboat ride includec^for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach

hanunock, learn about Bahamian culture

* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a

submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy

beaches, and more shops! ^

* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jimgle canals, explore fascinating musetuns, colorful native

markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!

Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES air fare from Cfuirlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ ship transfers, taxes, baggage
handling and all port charges!

Deposits are due before August 1st and there is NO RISK to hold your space today
- FULL REFUND before 7/31/07. Plus, early bookings receive best cabin choice.

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332
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Program counteracts

violence in news, world

NONVIOLENCE, from page 1

They came to the program, held

at Living Waters Catholic Reflection

Center in Maggie Valley June 16, to hear

something to counteract the steady diet

of violence on television, including the

TV news.

Lisa Caldwell, a Methodist from

nearby Waynesville, attended because

violence concerns all Christians, not just

one denomination.

"Violence is not an issue of

Methodists or Catholics. All churches

need to pull together," she said.

Pat Mahon, Ph.D., who coordinates

the Pax Christi chapter at St. William

Church in Murphy and Immaculate Heart

ofMary Church in Hayesville, presented

the program.

"Jesus was nonviolent but not a

doormat," Mahon said. "He actively

resisted evil when he encountered it."

For example, Jesus instructed his

listeners in such passages as the "Woe to

you" sayings in Matthew 23, in which he

denounced the scribes and Pharisees for

their unjust practices.

The beatitudes turn everything

upside down, Mahon said. The Christian

Scriptures tell us to feed the hungry, give

drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, shelter

the homeless, love and forgive our enemies

and take no revenge against them.

Jesus is the nonviolent lamb of God,

who shows us God's face: justice, mercy,

compassion and steadfast love, he said.

Mahon cited the Amish community

in Paradise, Pa., who forgave the man
who murdered five young Amish girls

before killing himself last year. They

not only prayed for the murderer at his

funeral, they also collected Christmas

gifts for the man's son and now attend his

sports events to support him, since he has

no father to cheer for him.

As Jesus' disciples, all Christians are

called to similar behavior.

Christ told his followers, "You have

heard that it was said, 'You shall love

your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But

I say to you, love your enemies, and pray

for those who persecute you, that you

may be children ofyour heavenly Father,

for he makes his sun rise on the bad and

the good, and causes rain to fall on the

just and the unjust" (Matthew 6:43-45).

Jesus didn't condone violence,

even to protect himself, although he

had defensive means at his disposal. As
he was being arrested in Gethsemane,

Jesus told one of his disciples, "Put your

sword back into its sheath, for all who
take the sword will perish by the sword."

(Matthew 26:52).

Mahon cited others who, like Jesus,

paid the ultimate price for adhering to

ipreients

JULY Ifl'" & 21"-
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Raymond L. Bruskewitz, Robert Finn,
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QUANTITY
¥'rfday Banquet - July 20

TOTAL AMOUNTS

SALMON

Forum Tickets for SATURDAY
Luncheon tickets

@ $40.00 $_

@ $40.00 $_

@ $15.00 $_

@ $15.00 $_

City/Slale/Zip

Make checks payable and mail to:

mmm^.wm-mKcnvncHmMoaesmmm
902 W. Stephen Foster Avenue • Bardstown, KY 40004

1-800-842-2871 wisimiiabard8towncable.net FAX: 502-348-2224

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Peg Costigan (left) and Maryknoll Sister Theresa Mangieri of Immaculate Conception Church in

Hendersonville look over nonviolence-related materials at "The Nonviolence of Jesus: Living the Gospel

Today" program presented at Living Waters Catholic Reflection Center in Maggie Valley June 1 6.

what they believed God was calling

them to do. Mahatma Mohandas Gandhi

used nonviolence to force the British

government to grant independence to

India in 1947 before a Hindu fanatic

killed him in 1948. Rev. Martin Luther

King Jr. and El Salvadoran Archbishop

Oscar Romero were murdered because

they were in nonviolent solidarity with

the poor and oppressed.

"The one who lives with the poor, the

miserable, the peasant and who defends

them and loves them like Christ our Lord

... this one is the Christ in our midst,"

Archbishop Romero said in 1978, two

years before he was assassinated while

celebrating Mass.

Arms or alms

The United States has spent""trillions

on national defense and the war on

terrorism since Sept. 11, 2001, when
more than 3,000 people died in terrorist

attacks against this country. Yet on that

day, Mahon said, another 35,000 people

died of starvation.

"We give (less than 2 percent) of

our gross national product to relieve

suffering in the world," Mahon said. "We
are 22nd out of 22 among the wealthiest

countries in terms of what is given to

relieve suffering."

Mahon outlined what constitutes a

"just" war, including just cause (force

to correct a grave evil), comparative

justice (injustice by one party outweighs

the other) and legitimate authority (duly

constituted public authorities).

The U.S. bishops have written: "In

a world where 42,000 children die every

day from hunger and its consequences;

where ethnic cleansing and systematic

rape are used as instruments of war; and

where people are still denied life, dignity,

and fundamental rights, we cannot

remain silent or indifferent.

"Nor can we simply turn to military

force to solve the world's problems or to

right every wrong."

Mahon quoted Pope Benedict XVI:

"It is understood that nonviolence for

Christians is not just a tactic. It is an

entire way of being."

Peace then must be every Christian's

mindset at all times.

"I think it's a matter ofrelationships,

one person at a time," Mahon said.

"We're not going to turn the world upside

down. It's a matter of consciousness and

awareness."

Augustinian Brother Bill Harkin,

Living Waters' director, said, "The more

comfortable we get, the harder it is to

live the Gospel. On this day, perhaps we
will say that we have decided to live the

Gospel in a different way."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

JUST WAR
Dumg "The Nonviolence of Jesus" program,

Pat Mahon outlined what constitutes a

just war

Before the war begins, there must be:

— Just cause: only use force to conrect a grave

evil; that is, aggression or massive violation of

the basic rights of entire populations;

— Comparative justice: injustice suffered by

one party must significantly outweigh that

suffered by the other;

— Legitimate authority: duly constituted public

authorities;

— Right intention: force may be used only in a

truly just cause and solely for that purpose;

— Probability of success: arms may not be

used in a futile cause or where disproportionate

measures are required to ensure success;

— Proportionality: overall destruction expected

from the use of force must be outweighed by

the good to be achieved;

— Last resort: only after all peaceful altematives

have been used.

During the conflict, there must be:

— Noncombatant immunity: not the object

of direct action, must take steps to minimize

indirect harm;

— Proportionality: use no more force than is

necessary to achieve military objectives;

— Right intention: even amid conflict politicians

and military leaders must strive for peace with

justice.

After the war, there must be:

— Just termination: negotiate conditional

surrender;

— Restitution: victor must repair

damage done.
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Keeping the 'moral compass'
Cardinal praises Bush

for vetoing embryonic

stem- cell bill

WASHINGTON (CNS)— President

George W. Bush June 20 vetoed a bill

to expand federal funding for medical

research on human embryonic stem

cells, saying it "would compel American

taxpayers, for the first time in our history,

to support the deliberate destruction of

human embryos."

Cardinal JustinRigali ofPhiladelphia,

chairman of the U.S. bishops' Committee

on Pro-Life Activities, praised the veto.

"This bill would not actually enhance

stem-cell research, but divert federal

funds fi"om legitimate research toward

avenues requiring the destruction of

innocent human life," he said. "The cause

of science is not enhanced but diminished

when it loses its moral compass."

In conjunction with the veto. Bush
issued an executive order calling on

federal agencies to strengthen the

nation's commitment to research on

pluripotent stem cells.

Adult stem cells from a variety of

sources, including bone marrow, the

placenta and umbilical-cord blood, have

led to successful treatments for a number
of diseases. Adult stem cells are called

pluripotent because they have the power

to turn into many ofthe 200-plus types of

differentiated cells found in the body.

Embryonic stem cells are called

omnipotent because they can turn into

any of those differentiated cells.

"Adult stem cells continue to produce

new clinical advances on a regular basis,

most recently showing benefits for

patients with juvenile diabetes," he said.

He said a recent research breakthrough

has shown that ordinary adult cells can be

reprogrammed to become pluripotent stem

cells, showing that "science not only raises

new ethical questions but at times can help

address them."

"Tragically, some embryonic stem-

cell advocates in Congress have dismissed

such advances or even greeted them with

suspicion, as though medical progress

were less genuine or praiseworthy when
it respects early human life," he said.

The vetoed bill was titled the Stem-

Cell Research Enhancement Act of 2007.

It passed in the Senate April 11 by a 63-

34 vote and in the House June 7 by a vote

of 247-176. Neither vote reflected the

two-thirds majority that would be needed

to override a veto.

The day before the House voted to

relax the fiinding restrictions on human
embryonic research. Cardinal Kigali had

urged it to defeat the bill.

In a letter to all House members, he

said, "Embryonic stem-cell research has

been as disappointing in its results as it

has been divisive to our society. Pursuit

of this destructive research will almost

certainly require you to embrace more
and more egregious violations of moral

norms in the effort to bring its 'promise'

to fi^ition."

"Ethically sound research using

nonembryonic stem cells has continued

to advance, helping patients with over 70

conditions in clinical trials," he added.

"Since Congress debated this issue

last summer, further evidence has

emerged on the versatility of adult stem

cells and on the ability of adult cells to

be reprogrammed to rival the flexibility

of embryonic cells," he said.

Democratic leadership had
made the bill a top priority when the

Democrats gained control of Congress

this year. It would have ended the Bush
administration's six-year-old policy

limiting federal funding of human
embryonic stem-cell research to projects

that relied only on colonies of embryonic

stem cells created before Aug. 9, 2001,

the date that policy was announced.

Democratic National Committee
Chairman Howard Dean sharply

criticized the veto, saying, "Bush once

again put political posturing ahead of

sound science, turning his back on the

... 100 million Americans suffering from

debilitating diseases who could benefit

from this life-saving science."

Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton ofNew
York accused Bush of putting "ideology

before science, politics before the needs

of our families."

White House press spokesman
Tony Snow responded, "This actually is

putting science before ideology. There

are many people who believe that you
have to force taxpayers into making
a choice of destroying human life —
destroying an embryo in order to proceed

with embryonic stem-cell research. That

would be an ideological position."

"The president does not believe it's

appropriate to put an end to human life

for research purposes," he said. "That's a

.

line he will not cross."

In his veto message to the Senate,

Bush said since 2001 his administration

"has made more than $130 million

available for research on stem-cell lines

derived from embryos that had already

been destroyed. We have also provided

more than $3 billion for research on all

forms of stem cells, including those from

adult and other nonembryonic sources."

Bush's order directs the Department

of Health and Human Services and the

National Institutes of Health to ensure

that any human pluripotent stem-cell

lines produced in ways that do not create,

destroy or harm human embryos will be

eligible for federal funding.

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.caroIinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Bishop calls on Catholics to

fight pending legislation

STEM CELLS, from page 1

"This bill violates a fundamental

church teaching on the sanctity of life,"

said Bishop Jugis in a statement released

June 21.

"A human life cannot be terminated

in an attempt to find cures for diseases,"

he said. "Stem-cell research has made
advances in the past 12 months that have

not required the destruction ofthe human
embryo. We remain supportive of these

other methods of stem-cell research."

Adult stem cells from. a variety of

sources, including bone marrow, the

placenta and umbilical-cord blood, have

led to successfijl treatments for a number
of diseases. Adult stem cells are called

pluripotent because they have the power

HOW TO HELP
Bishop Jugis asks Catholics to contact

their N.C. legislators to oppose

HB 1837.

To contact your legislator online:

1 . Go to www.ncga.state.nc.us

2. Click "Who Represents Me"

3. Type in your 9-digit zip code

4. Click the representative's name to

receive his/her phone number, e-mail

address and mailing address.

To contact your legislator by phone:

1. Call (919) 733-7760 and ask for your

representative's name and his/her contact

information.

A proposed statement:

Dear Representative (name): I am
a citizen living in your district. I am
contacting you to express my opposition

to House Bill 1837, which allocates $10

million in public funding for embryonic

stem-cell research. Embryonic stem-cell

research results in the destruction of the

embryo. I believe an embryo is a human

life. I cannot condone the destruction of

human life for the purpose of research.

Please vote against funding this research.

Thank you.

to turn into many ofthe 200-plus types of

differentiated cells found in the body.

In conjunction with the veto. Bush
issued an executive order calling on
federal agencies to strengthen the

nation's commitment to research on
pluripotent stem cells.

Bishop Jugis said he was saddened

and disappointed by the N.C. House
committee's vote. Earlier this year, he

and Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of

Raleigh called on all Catholics in North

Carolina to learn the Catholic Church's

teachings on stem-cell research and to

help oppose any N.C. legislation for

embryonic stem-cell research using

taxpayer dollars.

The bishops sent letters to all pastors

asking them to help mobilize their

parishioners, along with documents on

the teaching to be included in January

parish bulletins.

Once again, the bishops are calling

on their flocks to help defeat the bill.

"Bishop Burbidge and I are asking

Catholics throughout the state to contact

their legislators to express their Opposition

to this bill," said Bishop Jugis. "We will

also contact other like-minded citizens

who support life to join us in defeating

this proposed legislation."

Timing is crucial, said Bishop Jugis.

"The House Appropriations
Committee meets regularly as it attempts

to hammer out a final proposed budget,"

said Bishop Jugis in a June 23 letter to

parishioners. "It is critical that legislators

be contacted this week."

The bishop's letter contained

information on how to contact N.C.

legislators.

Both Bishop Jugis and Bishop

Burbidge have stated that the voices of

more than 400,000 Catholics in North

Carolina "can make a difference on

behalf of the unborn."

"All life, including the human
embryo, is sacred and must be protected

at all cost," said Bishop Jugis.

Communications Director David
Hains and Catholic News Service

contributed to this article.

Don't miss your chance to model in the 2008 Pure Fashion show
at the Westin Hotel in downtown Charlotte!

Enjoy the 6 month model training program and develop your personal beauty from the

inside out. Log on to wvvw.purefashion.com to learn more about the 2008 model

training program and join the lucky group of young women from Charlotte who will

discover their own dignity, style and beauty and how to foster it by living a life of virtue.

Deadline September 15th, don't miss out!

Models must be 14 -18 years old, In grades 8 -12. Apply online today!

1
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New pastor installed at Divine

Redeemer Church
BOONVILLE — Behind a

backdrop of colorful costumes and

illustrious ceremony. Father Jose

Enrique Gonzalez Gaytan, a 36-year-

old native of Queretaro, Mexico, was
officially installed as the new pastor of

Divine Redeemer Church in Boonville

June 10.

"I am your brother," Father Gonzalez

Gaytan told an overflowing crowd at the

predominantly Hispanic church, "but I

also want to be your friend."

Bishop Peter Jugis J. Jugis presided

over the ceremony.

Father Gonzalez Gaytan replaces

Father Christopher Davis, who has

been assigned to be pastor of St. Joseph

Church in Asheboro.

Father Gonzalez Gaytan, ordained in

2003, has served at St. Charles Borromeo
Church in Morganton, St. Leo the Great

Church in Winston-Salem and Our Lady
ofthe Americas Church in Biscoe.

Courtesy Photo by Andy Matthews

Bishop Peter J. lugis and Father Jose Enrique

Gonzalez Gaytan kneel during a ceremony for

Father Gonzalez Gaytan's installation as pastor at

Divine Redeemer Church June 1 0.

Charlotte seminarian receives degree

from Pontifical College Josephinum
COLUMBUS, Ohio — Joshua

Voitus, a seminarian for the Diocese of

Charlotte, recently received a Bachelor

ofArts degree.

Voitus was one of 30 students from

17 dioceses who were awarded degrees

during the 108th Baccalaureate Mass and

commencement exercises at the Pontifical

College Josephinirai in Columbus, Ohio,

May 12.

The Baccalaureate Mass was held

in St. Turibius Chapel with Auxiliary

Bishops Earl A. Boyea of Detroit, a

former Josephinum rector, as celebrant

and homilist.

"Each of you has played a imique

role in making the Josephinum what it

is today," said Msgr. Paul Langsfeld,

school rector and president, to the 2007

graduating class.

"As our graduates bid farewell to

the Josephinum, they will remain part

of the community, united with each

other in the Holy Spirit wherever they

are," he said.

"May God who began his good
work in them dxiring their years at the

Josephinimi bring his purpose for them

to fulfillment where they may serve

him," said Msgr. Langsfeld.

Courtesy Photo

Joshua Voitus, a seminarian for the Diocese of Charlotte, accepts his bachelor's degree from

Msgr. Paul Langsfeld, rector and president of the Pontifical College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio, during

J the commencement ceremony May 1 2.

Jo/n our Oratorian Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHERl
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more about servirtg Cod with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 11 586
Rock Hill, SC 2973 1-1 586

Pastoral Appointments
Bishop Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte announces the following pastoral changes:

APPOINTMENTS OF PASTORS
Effective June 1

Father Jose Enrique Gonzalez Gaytan

From: Chaplain, Charlotte Catholic High School

and Holy Trinity Middle School

To: Pastor, Divine Redeemer Church, Boonville

Effective June 18

Father Lawrence LoMonaco

From: Parochial Vicar, St. Gabriel Church, Chariotte

To: Pastor, St. John the Evangelist Church,

Waynesville, and Immaculate Conception Mission, Canton

Effective July 5

Father Brian Cook

From: Parochial Vicar, Holy Family Church, Clemmons

To: Pastor, St. Leo the Great Church, Winston-Salem

Father Carl Kaltrelder

From: Ministry outside the Diocese of Chariotte

To: Pastor, Holy Redeemer Church, Andrews,

and Prince of Peace Mission, Robbinsville

Father Michael Kottar

From: Pastor, Holy Redeemer Church, Andrews,

and Prince of Peace Mission, Robbinsville

To: Pastor, St. Mary Church, Shelby and Christ

the King Mission, Kings Mountain

Father Francis Cancro

From: Pastor, St. Joseph Church, Asheboro

To: Pastor, Queen of the Apostles Church, Belmont

Father Francis O'Rourke

From: Pastor, St. Ann Church, Chariotte

To: Pastor, St Gabriel Church, Chariotte

Father Timothy Reid

From: Parochial Vicar, St. Matthew Church, Chariotte

To: Pastor, St Ann Church, Chariotte

Father John StarczewskI

From: Parochial Vicar, Our Lady of Grace Church,

Greensboro

To: Pastor, St. James Church, Hamlet,

and Sacred Heart Mission, Wadesboro

Father Johnathan Manic

From: Parxhial Vicar, St. Leo the Great Church,

Winston-Salem

To: Pastor, St. Joseph of the Hills Church, Eden

Effective Aug. 1

Father Christopher Davis

From: Pastor, Divine Redeemer Church, Boonville

To: Pastor, SI Joseph Church, Asheboro

Effective Sept. 1

Oblate father James Turner

From: Ministry outside the Diocese of Chariotte

To: Pastor, Our Lady of the Highways Church,

Thomasville

Effective Nov. 1

Augustlnlan Father John Denny

From: Ministry outside the Diocese of Chariotte

To: Pastor, St. Margaret of Scotland Church, Maggie Valley

APPOINTMENTS OF PAROCHIAL VICARS
Effective July 5

Father Patrick Hoare

From: Newly ordained

To: Parochial Vicar, St Uark Church, Huntersville

Father Patrick Cahill

From: Newly ordained

To: Parochial Vicar, St Matthew Church, Chariotte

Father Patrick Toole

From: Newly ordained

To: Parochial Vicar, St. Matthew Church, Chariotte

Father Frederick Werth

From: Newly ordained

To: Parochial Vicar, Holy Family Church, Clemmons

Oblate Father Joseph Zuschmidt

From; Pastor, Queen of the Apostles Church, Belmont

To: Parochial Vicar, Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,

High Point

Oblate Father Anthony Gilborges

From: Parochial Vicar, Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,

High Point

To: Parochial Vicar, St Paul the Apostle Church,

Greensboro

Father James Stuhrenberg

From: Parochial Vicar, St. Mari( Church, Huntersville

To: Parochial Vicar, Our Lady of Grace Church, Greensboro

Father Jean Pierre Swamunu Lhoposo

From: Ministry outside the Diocese of Chariotte

To: Parochial Vicar, Sacred Heart Church, Salisbury

Father Luis Osorio

From: Parochial Vicar, St. Vincent de Paul Church,

Chariotte

To: Parochial Vicar, St Gabriel Church, Chariotte

Father Nohe Torres

From: Ministry outside the Diocese of Chariotte

To: Parochial Vicar, St. Vincent de Paul Church, Chariotte

Father Alejandro Ayala

From: Parochial Vicar, Sacred Heart Church, Salisbury

To: Parochial Vicar, St. Leo the Great Church, Winston-

Salem

OTHER
Effective July 5

Father Richard DeClue

From: Newly ordained

To: In residence, St Vincent de Paul Church, Chariotte (for

summer, then continuing advanced studies in theology at

Catholic University of America in fall)

Father Christopher Roux

From: Administrator, St James Church, Hamlet, and Sacred

Heart Mission, Wadesboro

To: In residence, St. Ann Church, Chariotte (while

continuing as priest secretary to bishop)

Oblate Father James Byrne

From; Ministry outside the Diocese of Chariotte

To: In residence. Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, High

Point

Father James Ebright

From: Academic studies in canon law

To: In residence. Sacred Heart Church, Salisbury (while

continuing advanced studies in canon law at Catholic

University of America)

Augustlnlan Father Robert Dueweke

From: Hispanic ministry. Smoky Mountain Vicariate

To: Reassignment by his order

Father Edward Sheridan

From: Pastor, St. Gabriel Church, Chariotte

To: Retirement at his request

Father Thomas Selvaraj

From: Pastor, St. Joseph of the Hills Church, Eden

To: Retirement at his request

Father Eric Houseknecht

From: Pastor, St. Mary Church, Shelby and Christ the King

Mission, Kings Mountain

To: Sabbatical year of study

Father Thomas Kessler

From: Pastor, St. Leo the Great Church, Winston-Salem

To: Faculty, St. Paul Seminary School of Divinity, St Paul,

Minn.

Oblate Father Thomas Fitzpatrick

From: Pastor, Our Lady of the Highways Church,

Thomasville

To: Retirement at his request

Oblate Father Paul Dechant

From: Parochial Vicar, St. Paul the Apostle Church,

Greensboro

To: Reassignment by his order

Effective Aug. 1

Augustlnlan Father Doyle

From: Pastor, St. Margaret of Scotland Church, Maggie

Valley

To: Reassignment by his order
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Jubilarians, retirees

honored at Mass

LIVING THE FAITH

JUBILEE, from page 1

Church in Eden, just recently announced

his retirement and therefore was not

included in this Mass.

Principal concelebrants for the

Mass were Bishop Emeritus William G.

Curlin, retired bishop of Charlotte; Msgr.

Mauricio W. West, vicar general and

chancellor for the diocese; Father Paul

Gary, rector of St. Patrick Cathedral; and

jubilarian and retiring priests.

"The Mass was a prayer of gratitude

to God for having bestowed such

exceptional blessings on our diocese

through the ministry of these priests,"

said Bishop Jugis.

"We experience the love, the

compassion and the beauty of Christ

reflected in their lives today, because

of the daily contact they have had with

Christ over the years of their pastoral

ministries," he said.

"I have not regretted one moment
of these 50 years, and would change

nothing," said golden jubilarian Msgr.

Joseph Kerin, who retired in 2003.

"However, nothing has developed

as I had plarmed or dreamed, but with

each experience I have grown and I have

learned to appreciate the providence of

God and his loving care for all of us, his

children," he said.

With more than half a millermia of

experience, the jubilarians and retirees

had some valuable advice for the five

priests ordained in Charlotte June 2.

"Be present to the people— pastoral

presence is very important," said Father

Edward Sheridan, retiring after 44 years as

a priest. "The parish is where the church

is and the priest must develop a deeper

relationship with the people and be there in

good moments as well as sad ones."

"Be patient with yourself and be

open to God," Msgr. Kerin advised. "You
will be amazed how you will grow in

your priesthood."

"Be willing to change and adapt—

"I am proud to have
labored alongside these

priests during their years

of service in the diocese."

— Bishop Peter J. Jugis

the Holy Spirit is with you," he said.

Msgr. Kerin said one of the greatest

challenges fortoday'spriests is continuing

to "bring encouragement and the spirit

of God to people who are struggling

to adapt to a rapidly changing and

diverse church in the midst of a general

environment that is becoming more and

more secularized and divided."

Father Sheridan also said the laity

plays an extremely important role in the

Catholic Church.

"Lay ministry is essential; the voices

of the people need to be heard and the

laity need to be involved in the parish

and church life," he said.

For Msgr. Kerin, "the parishioners

are my ministry. As I minister to

them, they minister to me and provide

inspiration, encouragement, purpose,

energy and spirit to me."

"With the Holy Spirit working

through them and me — the church

grows and flourishes," he said.

"I am proud to have labored

alongside these priests during their years

of service in the Diocese of Charlotte,"

said the bishop. "During the Mass, we
prayed for vocations to the priesthood,

asking the Lord of the harvest to send

more priestly laborers for the scared

ministry. The Lord will be generous to

those who are generous to him."

Looking back on his priesthood,

Father Sheridan foimd it impossible to

pinpoint one specific memory that stands

above the rest.

"It has been great and very fulfilling

in so many dififerent aspects," he said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. or

TliEORATORY
434 Charlotte Avenue, P.O. Box 1 1 586

Rock Hill, SC 2973-1586

(803) 327-2097 rrockhilloratory.com

26th Summer Bible Institute

Sunday, July 1 5 - Friday, July 20

Old Testament Presenter: Father Larry Boadt, CSP—
'The Book of Exodus"

Fr. Boadt is a member of the Paulist Fathers and long-time professor in Old Testament studies at

Washington Theological Union. He currently is publisher for Paulist Press and continues to give

lectures and retreats on topics in the Psalms, Prophets and Pentateuch. His writings are prolific,

notably"Reading the Old Testament."

New Testament Presenter: Dr. Pheme Perkins—
"Reading the Synoptic Gospels"

Dr. Perkins joined the theology department at Boston College in 1 972. She has been active in

writing and lecturing across the New Testament spectrum, especially in Pauline epistles,

Johannine writing. Resurrection and early Christian eschatology. Gnosticism and Irenaeus. Her

"Reading the New Testament" is widely known.

For further information, visit the web site or contact
The Oratory: Center for Spirituality

Above: Father James Byer, Msgr. Joseph Kerin,

Father Edward Sheridan and Franciscan Father

Conall McHugh process into St. Patricia Cathedral

June 1.

Below: Bishop Emeritus William 6. Curlin prays the

prayer of consecration of the Eucharist.

Photos by Karen A. Evans

Jubilarians and retirees

These priests were honored during the

Mass June 1:

60 years

Msgr. Anthony Kovacic

55 years

Vincentian Father Joseph EIzi

50 years

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin

Msgr. Joseph A. Kerin

Franciscan Father Conall McHugh

Father Joseph J. Waters

25 years

Father James M. Byer

Father Francis T. Cancro

Father Carl T. Del Giudice

Father William M. Evans

Father Jose Antonio Juya

Father Gnanapragasam Mariasoosai

Retiring priests

Oblate Father Thomas J. Fitzpatrick

Father Edward J. Sheridan

We are your source for homes and lots in Buck Mountain

and the beautiful mountains of Wilkes County—
Call Karen or Randy today!

Karen Huffman (336) 262-0208

Randy Huffman (336) 262-0480

karenahuffinan@aol.com

w
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

www.huf&nanrealestate.coin

MLS #50929: 2.5 acres at Buck Mountain with your

own stream-fed fishing pond in gated community.

$85,000/broker interest.

MLS #50227: 50 acres with pond, two bold streams,

pasture, elevation with views. $299,000/broker related.

MLS #50974: Renovated historic home - large rolling

lot with mountain views. Outbuildings include workshop,

playhouse. Only 1/2 mile from town.

Priced to sell: $208,000.
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A faith-filled journey
Father Sheridan retires after 44 years of

priestly ministry

Courtesy Photo

Father Edward Sheridan celebrates Mass at St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte in 2004.

"Hopefully I've made a difference in peoples' lives ...

Hopefully I've been there in some way and helped them
experience God in their lives."

— Father Edward Sheridan

CouRTBv Photos

Above left: Father Edward Sheridan pictured in 1 962. Above right: Father Sheridan blesses animals,

outside St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte in October 2006.

BY COLLEEN FORCINA
SPECIAL TO

THE CATHOLIC NEWS &. HERALD

CHARLOTTE — While reflecting

upon his retirement, Father Edward
Sheridan sat comfortably in his office,

counting on his fingers precisely the

number of assignments he has been on

since being ordained a priest.

After having counted on all 10

fingers, he started over on his hands.

"I've had probably a total of 12

appointments in parish work," he said.

"Also I have had some other assigiunents

in schools."

After 44 years of priestly ministry.

Father Sheridan is both retiring and

celebrating his 70th birthday this year.

He celebrated his farewell Mass June 24

at St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte, where

he served as pastor since 2004.

During the Mass, Father Sheridan

received two standing ovations fi-om

the approximately 1,600 people in

attendance. Many of them wore stickers

that read, "We love Father Ed."

Father Sheridan said it was hard to

describe the highlights of his priesthood,

but that it has been a very rewarding

experience.

"I enjoy being a priest aiid I would do
it over again," he said. "The priesthood is

so varied in so many things that I don't

know if I can pinpoint any one particular

thing — just the opportunity to help

people sometimes find God, sometimes

rediscover God, remodel a sense ofpeace

in themselves, receive the sacraments."

Beginning thejourney

Father Sheridan was bom and raised

in New York City, where he attended

Good Shepherd Church. His parents had
immigrated to New York fi-om Ireland in

search of a better life."

The Sheridanswere faithfial Catholics

who never missed a Sunday Mass or holy

day of obligation. In his youth. Father

Sheridan served as a choir boy and sang

at Mass.

While in sixth grade, inspired by the

priests and religious brothers and sisters

in his parish. Father Sheridan knew he

wanted to become a priest. His parents

were both inspirational and supportive

of his decision.

"I just felt like that would be a

wonderfiil way to spend my life: to be a

priest and help the church, to help bring

people closer to God," Father Sheridan

said. "It's more lasting than a lot of other

things you can do in life."

After completing high school, Father

Sheridan attended St. Bonaventure
University in New York, where he
received his Bachelor of Arts degree

in philosophy and master's degrees in

theology and Scripture. Later, he also

received a master's degree in education

and administration fi-om the University

ofNorth Carolina at Charlotte.

He completed his studies at Christ

the King Seminary in New York and
was ordained a priest at Infant of
Prague Church in Jacksonville, N.C.,

May 23, 1963. The Diocese of Raleigh

encompassed the entire state at the time,

and it had the fewest Catholics of any

diocese in the United States.

"It was less than 1 percent Catholic,

so that's why I volunteered to come
here," he said.

His first parish assignment was at Our
Lady of Guadalupe Church in Nev^1:on

Cjrove, located east ofFayetteville, where

he served for two years. The Diocese of

Charlotte was founded in January 1972

and he continued to serve there for the

next 35 years.

"I've had assignments from the

east to the west, and I've enjoyed ever

assignment I've ever been on," he said.

"There's never been an assignment I felt

like I did not like it. It's mainly because

of the people."

Father Sheridan returned to parishes

in which he had already served — St.

Aloysius in Hickory, where he served a

total ofnine years (1984-87, 1998-2004),

and St. Gabriel Church, where he served

a total of 12 years (1989-98, 2004-07).

"It's very, very rare that you return

to a parish after you've left, and here it's

happened to me twice," he said. "I've

been blessed in both places. I would have

gone back to any parish a second time."

B.J. Dengler, pastoral coordinator

at St. Gabriel Church, said she has been

privileged to work with Father Sheridan.

A highlight of his ministry, she felt, was
receiving converts into the Catholic

Church, and helping those who had left

the church to return.

"He has a gift for inviting and
welcoming people by remembering their

names," she said.

The parish currently has 3,650

families, or about 11,000 members.

Father Sheridan created awelcoming
environment in the very large parish,

according to parishionerAna Lothspeich.

His biggest accomplishment, she said,

was to "incorporate and encourage the

active participation of lay ministers

to create and foster a true sense of a

Catholic community, where everyone is

welcome and everyone is an important

part of the church's life."

To welcome the growing number
of Hispanics in the diocese, Father

Sheridan started a Hispanic ministry at

St. Gabriel Church in 2004. He began

celebrating Mass in Spanish and today

the Spanish-language Mass averages 500

people a week.

During his time at St. Gabriel

Church, Father Sheridan helped build

St. Gabriel School and create dozens

of ministries. Recently he added a

"Guardian Angel Memorial Garden" for

parents to remember their children who
have died.

The days ahead

Following the farewell Mass,
approximately 1,000 people celebrated

at a reception in the parish hall, where

they presented Father Sheridan with

gifts, a video and a scrapbook filled with

memories and pictures.

Lothspeich said Father Sheridan

made a significant difference in her

family's life and that they will miss him

at St. Gabriel Church.

"We willmiss his wonderfiil charisma

and beautifiil smile," Lothspeich said.

"He has always made us feel loved. His

words, guidance and example have set

the pathways to many of the steps we've

taken as a family."

On July 5, Father Sheridan will move
to his 3 5-acre farm in Hickory, with a

farmhouse that dates back to 1924.

"I will be there to revive my spirit

and to enjoy the days ahead of me,"

Father Sheridan wrote in a letter in the

parish bulletin. "I am going to try to

respect this little area of God's earth,

beautify it and work with nature and God
to make it better."

He said he plans to build a chapel in

one of the buildings on the farm, where

he will say daily Mass.

However, farming will not absorb

all of Father Sheridan's time.

"I'll be 70 in September and I'm

still in good health," he said. "I'll still

be celebrating Mass, still be helping out

parishes."

In addition, he also plans to volunteer

at a Catawba County school to assist

children with reading.

"I also hope to be playing golfa little

more," Father Sheridan wrote. "Over the

past many years I have averaged around

four to six times a year. I am not a good

golfer, but perhaps I can improve."

During his time as a priest. Father

Sheridan said he hoped that he has

impacted the people around him.

"Hopefiilly I've made a difference in

peoples' lives, helped them at times when
there was sadness in the family, and when
there was gladness," he said. "Hopefially

I've been there in some way and helped

them experience God in their lives."

ColleenForcina isarisingsophomore

at N.C. State University and an intern

with The Catholic News & Herald.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JULY 8, 2007

'A symbol of all of us'
Priest says Christian perspective can he

found in Harry Potter series

J,
BY PEGGY WEBER

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WESTFIELD, Mass. — July will

be a big month for Harry Potter fans and

Father Michael Bemier, parochial vicar

at St. Mary Church in Westfield, proudly

counts himself among the myriad of

Potter devotees.

In fact, he described himself as a

"Pottermaniac" at a talk he gave in May
about God and Harry Potter.

And he, like millions more, is looking

forward to July 2 1 when the seventh and

final book, "Harry Potter and the Deathly

Hallows," is released and July 11 when
the fifth movie, "Harry Potter and the

Order of the Phoenix," premieres.

"Pottermania" is once again expected

to sweep through bookstores and movie

theaters this summer, and Father Bemier

Wtd those gathered for his talk at St.

Mary High School that Christians should

not fear this devotion to stories about a

boy wizard.

"On the surface level it does sound

suspect and does raise red flags," he

said. However, he said the magic in Harry

Potter is not sorcery.

And he noted that the original title

of the first book was "Harry Potter and

the Philosopher's Stone." The title was
changed to "Sorcerer's Stone" for the

book's release in the United States.

"I happen to be one of the people

who believes that there's a great deal of

Christian imagery and symbolism in the

books. And I think it answers, at least in

parts, a longing that we have for Christ,"

he said.

Throughout his talk. Father Bemier
quoted from "Looking for God in

'larry Potter" by John Granger which

emphasizes that the Harry Potter books

focus on the triumph of love over death.

Father Bemier also said that many
people believe that Pope Benedict XVI
"came out against the Harry Potter books."

"Pope Benedict has not said anything

actually about the Harry Potter books

themselves. I don't know if he's even

read them," he said.

He told his audience of about 25

people that before he became pope
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, as head of

the Congregation for the Doctrine of the

Faith, responded to a book written about

the dangers of Harry Potter. He sent a

note to the author thanking her for the

book and said ifthe accusations were tme
then they would be of grave concern.

A majority of those attending the

priest's talk were Harry Potter fans. A few

joked that they arrived by "floo powder"

or "platform 9 3/4" — referring to ways
people travel in the wizard world.

James Madigan, 14, said he planned
•^0 be at a local bookstore at midnight July

2 1 to get his reserved copy of the latest

CNS PHOTO BY Peggy Weber, The Catholic Observer

James Madigan (left), Father Michael Bernier and

Lisa Miranda look over some of the items on display

at a talk Father Bernier gave on God and Harry

Potter at St. Mary High School in Westfield, Mass.

Harry Potter book.

Lisa Miranda, 14, said she came
away fi-om the lecture realizing for the

first time that the Harry Potter books had

"religious ties."

Father Bemier predicted that author

J.K. Rowling would end the series not

with Harry's death but possibly Hagrid's.

He also predicted that Snape, who has

always been portrayed in a dark light,

would end up as a good character.

But above all the priest said he hopes

readers embrace the goodness of the

books and the enjoyment of reading.

"They're wonderfially written books

that appeal to kids and adults. They're

easy to read and they're entertaining,"

he said.

And he noted that Granger's book
praises the many good things in a

series where "never has the Christian

message been smuggled into hearts so

effectively."

Father Bemier said that Harry Potter

is "a symbol of all of us as sons and

daughters of God— humanity pursuing

its spiritual perfection in Christ."

Coring for Chorlotte Area Catholic

Fomilies in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

Mc EWEN
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC,

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

July 8, Fourteenth Sunday

in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Isaiah 66:10-14c

Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20

2) Galatians 6:14-18

3) Gospel: Luke 10:1-12, 17-20

Jesus' 'advance
teams' are

models of
discipleship

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

During a recent visit toNew England,

my wife and I spent several days in New
Hampshire, traditionally home to one

of the "make-or-break" primaries in the

presidential election cycle.

Everywhere we went . we found

evidence of multiple campaigns in

high gear. Every newspaper, every

local newscast featured the candidates,

household names and long shots,

appearing at a dizzying variety of

venues.

And for every gathering with

potential supporters — at pancake
breakfasts in diners, giving speeches in

VFW halls, shaking hands at "meet and

greef cocktail parties in people's homes
— each candidate was preceded by what
political pros call an "advance team."

Advance teams travel ahead of their

candidates to prepare people for his or

her arrival and ensure a finendly reception

and an enthusiastic turnout for the picnic,

town hall meeting or fish fiy.

In Sunday's Gospel, Jesus
commissioned 36 "advance teams" for a

similar purpose, sending them "to every

town and place he intended to visit." Like

the political advance men and women of

today, Jesus' disciples were tasked with

preparing those they met for the day

when Jesus himself would come to them

and invite them to be his disciples too.

Unlike today's political operatives,

however, Jesus' advance teams did not

rely on phone banks and direct mail and

the sophisticated machinery of mass
communications to accomplish their

tasks. These disciples were told, in fact,

to travel light, relying only on the power
of their message, the sincerity of their

generosity and the inspiration ofthe Lord

Jesus to accomplish their mission.

The 72 whom Jesus sent are models

for all of us who are his disciples today.

Everywhere we go, our conviction of

the deep, abiding presence of God's

kingdom, made evident by the generosity

and compassion to which that conviction

moves us, prepares people for a more
open hearing of the Gospel and a deeper,,

more personal encounter jvith Jesus

himself.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 1-7

Sunday (Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), 1 Kings 19:16, 19-21, Galatians 5:1, 13-18,

Luke 9:51-62; Monday, Genesis 18:16-33, Matthew 8:18-22; Tuesday (St Thomas), Ephesians

2:19-22, John 20:24-29; Wednesday, Genesis 21:5, 8-20, Matthew 8:28-34; Thursday (St.

Anthony Zaccaria), Genesis 22:1-19, Matthew 9:1-8; Friday, Genesis 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 65-67,

Matthew 9:9-13; Saturday, Genesis 27:1-5, 15-29, Matthew 9:14-17.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 8-14

Sunday (Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 66:10-14, Galatians 6:14-18, Luke

10:1-12, 17-20; Monday, Genesis 28:10-22, Matthew 9:18-26; Tuesday, Genesis 32:23-33,

Matthew 9:32-38; Wednesday (St. Benedict), Genesis 41:55-57; 42:5-7, 17-24, Matthew 10:1-

7; Thursday, Genesis 44:18-21, 23-29; 45:1-5, Matthew 10:7-15; Friday (St. Henry), Genesis

46:1-7,28-30, Matthew 10:16-23; Saturday (Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha), Genesis 49:29-32;50: 15-26,

Matthew 10:24-33.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 15-21

Sunday (Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Deuteronomy 30:1 0-14, Colossians 1 :1 5-20, Luke

10:25-37; Monday (Our Lady ofML Carmel), Exodus 1:8-14,22, Matthew10:34—11:1; Tuesday,

Exodus 2:1-15, Matthew 11:20-24; Wednesday (St Camillus de Leilis), Exodus 3:1-6, 9-12,

Matthew 11:25-27; Thursday, Exodus 3:13-20, Mattfiew 11:28-30; Friday, Exodus 11:10-13:14,

Matthew 12:1-8; Saturday (St Lawrence of Brindisi), Exodus 12:37-42, Matthew 12:14-21.

Attention; Homeowners.. .Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value youT time. Most pUimbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointnient Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

VVeVe The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 chat lotte ' (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarms counties

www.3wa\^iunibinR.coni Proud member of St. Jatiies Church
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Retired.
Not retiring.

For Phil, wellness means relaxing without a care in the world.

Having more time to exercise his mind and listen to his spirit

gives him a sense of inner harmony. It's the simple joy of

living, and Phil knows he'll find it here. Because here,

wellness is a way of life.

Pennybyrn at Maryfield is opening soon and residence

selection is becoming limited - act now!

pgKIKIVBVKKI
at MARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd. High Point, NC 27260

(336) 886-4103 or (866) 627-9343

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God

'Chocoholic' archbishop talks to Nestle

execs about advertising

NP/CNH/Ret2

NICE, France (CNS) — U.S.

Archbishop John P. Foley stood before

an audience of executives of the Nestle

corporation and confessed to being a

"chocoholic."

The archbishop, president
of the Pontifical Council for Social

Communications, also confessed to being

an admirer of well-done advertising

campaigns. However, the prelate did make
a plug for Nestle's Pennsylvania-based

competitor by pointing out that Milton

Hershey "never advertised his products;

he thought that their high quality and low

price were sufficient advertisement, and

he pulled it off for decades."

The archbishop's presentation to

the Nestle executives in Nice June 22

focused on the power and pitfalls of

modem advertising campaigns.

"Because you're really trying to get

people's attention, advertising is among
the best communication being done in

the world today," he said.

Archbishop Foley told the executives

that when his council decided to write its

1997 document on ethics in advertising,

the text had to pass muster with the

Congregation for the Doctrine ofthe Faith,

as do all Vatican documents touching

on faith or morals. At the time, the

congregation was led by Cardinal Joseph

Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI.

Archbishop Foley said the

congregation "objected to our beginning

with the benefits of advertising. They
thought we should begin with the

general moral principles which apply to

advertising."

The archbishop said he met with

Cardinal Ratzinger and explained that he

thought people who work in advertising

might read the document if it began with

a recognition of the legitimate good
advertising can accomplish: informing

consumers orvoters,promotingcompetition

and lower prices, and creating jobs.

"Cardinal Ratzinger replied, 'You're

right; keep it as it is,'" the archbishop

told the Nestle executives.

Archbishop Foley also told the

executives that advertising can cause great

harm when it gives the impression that

"having is more important than being."

The archbishop did not ignore the

"public relations disaster" Nestle faced

over its marketing of baby formula in

poor countries.

"Women in the developing world

thought — or were perhaps persuaded

by advertising and peer pressure to think

— that breast-feeding was not enough for

their children," he said.

So they used formula, mixing it with

water than often was unclean, and babies

got sick and many died.

The archbishop told the executives

he thinks Nestle's reputation still suffers

because of the formula crisis.

He asked Nestle executives to

commit themselves to excluding all

advertising that would make people feel

bad or unworthy if they carmot afford to

buy a certain product.

"Emphasize quality, emphasize
efficiency, emphasize even better

grooming and cleanliness and good
appearance — but please do not suggest

that a possession is going to make one

person better than another," he said.

Willis still a 'Die Hard'
Bruce Willis stars in the action-

packed thriller, "Live Free or Die Hard."

The fourth installment in the durable

series starts in formulaic mode, but

builds in excitement, with some first-rate

chase sequences, but repeated profanity

and one outrageously vulgar line are

unfortunate detriments.

Some crude and vulgar words
and expressions, gratuitous profanity,

innuendo, pervasive nongraphic violence

including explosions and shootings,

albeit with little gore.

The USCCB Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is L— limited

adult audience. The MPAA rating is

CNS PHOTO BY 20m Century Fox

PG-13. Some material may be
inappropriate for children under 13.

Please pray for the

following priest who
died during the month
ofJuly

Rev. Bertrand Pattison

1992

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
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ADVERTISEMENTS
June 29, 2007

DIOCESAN TRIBUNAL:

Notary/Secretary - Pastoral Center, Charlotte

The Diocese of Charlotte Tribunal has an opening for a Notary/Secretary who will

provide secretarial, clerical, and administrative support to the officials of the Tribunal.

As an officer of the Court, the employee must be a practicing Catholic.

Requirements include: high school or business college graduate; three years of

experience; ability to type 55 WPM accurately; ability to read, write, and speak English

well; some ability with Spanish beneficial; strong verbal, computer, and interpersonal

skills; ability to maintain strict confidentiality.

DIOCESAN TRIBUNAL:

Advocate/Auditor - Pastoral Center, Charlotte

The Diocese of Charlotte Tribunal has an opening for an Advocate/Auditor whose

duties will include supervising parish advocates, coordinating Advocate Training

Program, serving as Advocate for Tribunal cases, investigating possible satellite

Tribunal locations and providing Tribunal ministry to Asheville and Smoky Mountain

Vicariates as needed. As an officer of the Court, the employee must be a practicing

Catholic.

Requirements include: bachelor's degree in theology with willingness to pursue further

studies in canon law; completion of Advocate Training Program; 1-2 years of

experience in Tribunal ministry; ability to read, write, and speak English well; ability to

read, write and speak Spanish is beneficial; strong verbal, computer and interpersonal

skills; willingness to travel as required.

Interested applicants please contact:

Fr. John Putnam, Tribunal, 1123 S. Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203

or (704)370-3341

Full-time Youth Minister

Vibrant 800-family parish seel<ing mature, qualified adult to head middle school

and high school programs. This full-time position includes catechetical, social,

service and spiritual well-being of youth in grades 6-12. Requirements: practicing

Catholic, college degree, experience working with youth and teens, and

references. Salary is negotiable depending on factors such as years of

experience.

Send resume to Search Committee, St. William Parish, 2300 Frederica Road,

St. Sinrons Island, GA31522, orstwilliamschurch@bellsouth.net.

DIOCESE OF CHARLOHE

Full-time Director of Major Gifts

Candidate must be a college graduate with a degree in marketing,

communications, business administration or related field; five years

experience in fund development and major gifts. Applicants should have

strong interpersonal and communication skills, and the ability to interact

well with diverse groups. Responsibilities include developing strategies,

events, and materials to infonn, engage, cultivate and solicit current and

prospective major gifts prospects.

Please submit resume to Jim Kelley, Office of Development, 1123 South

Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203 by July 30, 2007. Questions to

704-370-3301 or email atjkkelley@char1ottediocese.org

Grant Writer

Part-time grant writing position for Casa Guadalupe with possibility of full-time

employment (with benefits). Research, identify, develop, and respond to public and

private opportunities for funding in the area of Human Services. Bachelor's degree

and writing sample required. Please submit resume and writing sample to Lisa

Reyna at Catholic Social Services, P 0 Box 21314 Winston-Salem, NC 27120, or

e-mail lcreyna@chariottediocese.org.

Applications must be postmarked by July 13, 2007.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND LITURGY

Good Shepherd, Gumming, GA seeks full-time Director of Music and Liturgy to oversee 1600-My parish

liturgical music program including adult choir, cantors and musical ensemt)les. Will work with parish staff on all

liturgical needs and will assist in planning weddings and fijnerals as well as appropriate liturgical rites and

prayers. Ability to implement additional musical ensemt)les required. Good woridng knowledge of Catholic

liturgy with proven leadership skills and excellent musical abilities in keyboard and conducting. Salary

commensurate with education and experience. Please feix resume and cover letter in do Fr. Peter J. Rau:

770^7-2241

ART TEACHER

Saint Pius X Catholic School is seeking a full-time Art Teacher, grades K-8, for

the 2007-08 school year. Must have or be eligible for North Carolina

Certification in Art Education. Please submit a resume and pick up an

application at the school office from 9am - 1 pm, M-F: Saint Pius X Catholic

School, 2200 N. Elm Street, Greensboro, NC. 336-273-9865

Catholic Social Services - Western Regional Office Director

CSS is seeking energetic individual to provide strong administrative and cooperative,

team-building leadership for a regional office in Asheville. Position requires a graduate degree in

social work or a related human services field of study and at least three years of experience in

supervision and administration with a social services agency Demonstrated fundraising skill and

Spanish language ability are pluses. Position includes competitive salary and benefits package

Complete job description can be found at www.cssnc.org. Submit resume postmari<ed by 07/31/07 to:

Gerard A. Carter, CSS, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church in Greensboro has an immediate opening tor

a full time Director of Music Ministry. Applicant needs a solid background in traditional

Catholic Masses and music, vocal, organ and piano skills, and the ability to motivate,

.

expand and lead both youth and adult choirs. Salary commensurate vi/ith experience

and ability. Full benefits available. Applicants who meet these requirements shouW

send their resumes to: Tom Johnson, Our Lady of Grace Church, 201 South

Chapman SL, Greensboro, NC 27403; or fax to: (336) 274-7326.

Classifieds

FOR RENT

CONDO: Oceanfront - Pleasure Island. 2 BD/2BA. Minutes from Wilmington. Two day minimum;

weekly for under $1,000. Additional units available. Call 703-450-8480 or write wfkelle@aol.com for

availability.
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ifReceiving first

Communion
Children inparishes and missions across

the Diocese of Charlotte are receiving

the sacrament ofCommunionfor thefirst

time this year.

They are among the more than 800,000

children in the United States expected to

receive theirfirst Communion this year

In 1910, PopePiusXdecreedthatchildren

could receive their first Communion as

young as seven years ofage.

Courtesy Photo by Josie Carter-Zieglar

Joanna Zieglar, a parishioner at St. Mary Church in

Greensboro, is pictured before receiving her first

Communion at the church May 30.

AlLMA'IA

: 4t

Courtesy Photo by Carolyn Taziou

[Father Gnanapragasam Mariasoosai, administrator of Our Lady of the Angels Mission in Marion, and

[Francesca Hagerty are pictured with children who celebrated their first Communion at the church May 6.

j

SAVE $10

RcLMstcr before hibefore July 29th

DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMAGE TO

THEHOLYLAND
November 6 ~ 15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation andPastor, St Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic faith

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily IVIass at many of the

historical sites of our

Highlights include:

- Tiberias, Mt Carmel, Sea of Galilee area

- ML Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boyhood area

- Capemaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jerusalem area: Mount of Olives, Garden of Gelhsemane,

Via Dobrosa, Lord's Tomb at Chuich of the Holy Sepulchre,

Mount Zion, Upper Room, Dormition Abbey, Waiing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites PLUS much morel

* Price: Only $2,399 (before July 29) from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals,

first class hotels and all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.

Courtesy Photo by Ann Sheridan

Second-graders from St. Matthew School in Charlotte are pictured following their school Communion

Mass May 23, in honor of their first Communion May 1 2.

Courtesy Photo by Jot Ordoyne

Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus from the Msgr. L.C. Newman Assembly 2208 in Charlotte served as

honor guards during the first Communion celebration at St. loseph Mission in Kannapolis May 20.

roce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Asheville & Arden

The Catholic Funeral Directors

828-252-3151

Congratulations to
St. Joan of Arc on
its new church!

(lit")

diocese of chadotte podcast

It's news and
inspiration about
the Diocese of Charlotte!

From the Vatican: The Ten

Commandments of Driving

Subscribe today
— it's FREE!
Check it out at

www.ChariotteDiocese.org.

I
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Catholics in the 'spin zone,'

Part II

Column responses indicate need for more understanding

It seems a little bit odd to write a

column about a column. But since my
last missive about political pundit Bill

O'Reilly ("Catholics in the 'spin zone,'"

June 1), propaganda and name-calling

has annoyed so many of you — many
of whom took the time to write and call

me names— I thought I should clarify a

couple of things.

First, the name of this colimin is

"Catholics & the Media." I write about

the intersection of our great faith and the

impact the media has on it.

The fact that Bill O'Reilly and Father

Charles Coughlin were the subjects of a

study that was published under the name
of a leading academic institution, Indiana

University, is noteworthy. The fact that

they are both Catholic makes it a subject

for "Catholics & the Media."

Many ofthe letter writers seem to feel

that my O'Reilly column crossed a line

and was political. Although I didn't write

it with that in mind, I accept responsibility

for any impressions my writing makes.

While I received many compliments for

the column, the critical e-mails and letters

outnumbered the kudos.

It is clear that many respondents

disagree with some of the conclusions

that I drew. But that is one reason for

columns being written in the first place

— to generate discussion and foster a

greater understanding of, in this case,

how the media affects Catholics.

Some readers assumed that I didn't

do any research and that I was somehow
parroting what others have written. For

me, an opinion colvimn is a waste oftime

unless it reflects original thinking that is

backed by dispassionate research.

Let me tell you what I did before

writing the column. I spent time over a

two-week period reading and thinking.

I first came across the study when I read

an op-ed essay in the Los Angeles Times.

That piece, written by Ron Mitchell, a

producer for Mr. O'Reilly, was critical of

the Indiana University study.

I then read the original study. I knew
about Father Coughlin 's story fi-om reading

the book, "The Glory and the Dream," by

William Manchester. I then used online

sources to learn more factual information

about Father Coughlin and O'Reilly.

And finally, I watched a half-dozen

unedited O'Reilly's "Talking Points"

segments on YouTube. Among these

was the "Talking Points" segment that

criticized the study.

Catholics &
the Media

DAVID HAINS
COMMUNICATIONS

DIRECTOR

I didn't want to be influenced by
what others were writing about the study,

and so I avoided reading essays on the

topic. I spent the better part of a day

writing the column and then revised it

repeatedly for another two days before

submitting it for publication.

I was not a regular viewer of

O'Reilly's program or any other cable

commentators. But I think I will start

watching the "Talking Points" segment

and the last few minutes of "Countdown
with Keifli Olbermann" on MSNBC to

have a balanced, if iiot fair, exposure to a

range of views.

My one regret about the column is

that most of the people who took the

time to criticize it didn't seem to get

the point I was trying to make, which

'is: two Catholic men who have, or had,

powerful media voices used that power
in a negative way that does not reflect

their faith.

And we who watch, listen and
support these voices contribute to a

growing shortage of civil discourse in

our society.

But if there was a lack of
understanding, I take the blame. I did

find the amount of anger expressed In the

letters, some of it aimed at me personally,

to be a bit disturbing.

The difference between an opinion

and propaganda is the effect each is

intended to have. Opinion influences a

point of view, while propaganda affects

both the viewpoint and the behavior.

Iam butone opinionated Catholicwho
would like to see the great compassion of

our faith on display more often than the

crowd-pleasing rancor that seems to be

the central attraction of Bill O'Reilly's

"Talking Points."

David Hains is director of
communication for the Diocese of
Charlotte. Contact him at dwhains@
charlottediocese. org.

A podcast ofthis column is available

at www.charlottediocese.org.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250 words or

less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone number

of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for

clarity, style and factual accuracy.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, ore-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

Bequests - how to describe them
When making your will or living

trust, you may wish to leave a bequest

to the Catholic Church — through your

parish. Catholic school, the diocesan

foundation, the diocese, Catholic Social

Services or another Catholic institution.

Your bequest may take one of many
different forms:

— A specific dollar amount: "I give

$5,000 to .."

— A specific property or asset: "I

give 100 shares of ABC Inc. common
stock to ..."

— A percentage of your estate: "I

give 5 percent ofmy estate to ..."

— The remainder of your estate

after your debts, estate administration

expenses and other bequests: "I give the

remainder ofmy estate to . .

."

A specific dollar amount is the most

common form of bequest in a will or

trust. However, many factors affect the

value of your estate, so think seriously

about whether this is the best approach in

your situation.

For example, if you leave a specific

amount to the Catholic Church and
a substantial portion of your estate is

consumed through nursinghome costs, the

church may receive a substantially larger

share ofyour estate than you intended.

Also, if the market value of your

assets increases significantly, the church

may not receive as much as you wish.

Guest

Column

c

JUDY SMITH
GUEST COLUMNIST

An alternative approach might be to ssi

estimate the percent ofyour present estate, m
represented by your intended bequest

For example, if the present value(|iiiii

of your estate is $500,000 and you plan

to leave $25,000 to your parish in yourijil

trust, your intended bequest is 5 percent

ofyour estate.

If your trust agreement or will

describes your bequest as 5 percent of|ias

your estate, your parish will receive 5

percent whether your estate increases or

decreases in value. This way, both your

family and the church will be treated

according to your intentions.

Your bequest to the church is an

excellent witness of stewardship. Itjln

should be considered' carefully and

prayerfully in gratitude for the gifts God
gives us during our lives.

Judy Smith is the Planned Giving

director for the Diocese of Charlotte.

Contact her at (704) 370-3i20 or

jmsmith@charlottediocese.org.

i\i
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A chance to be good

Samaritans
In response to the letters to the

editor from Ted Jaskot and Paul Deer

("Criticizing potential immigration

reform," Jime 15), I only suggest they

ask themselves one question: WWJD
(What Would Jesus Do)?

These readers are seemingly
unfamiliar with the teaching of Christ

about the Good Samaritan. If the

Samaritan was to uphold these readers'

standards of righteousness, he would
have walked straight past the beaten-

down man because he was an "illegal"

or, in those times, an "enemy" and

deserved "no rights.'^

Or he would have considered

the injustices caused him by helping

another: "It will cost me money," "It may
interfere with my trip" or "It may slow

me down."

But no, the Samaritan helped the

man regardless of what it cost him. Why
do so many Americans ignore this basic

teaching of Christ?

It is time all Christians recognize that

this is our opportunity for our country to

face the real test of loving our neighbor,

regardless of what it costs. Let us rise to

the occasion and make Jesus proud by

being a current day Good Samaritan. It is

time for each of us to become the Good
American.

— Lisa Tolido

Waxhaw

"All God's Children" is the motto

of a committee formed at Our Lady of

Lourdes Church in Monroe. This group's

mission is to educate non-Hispanics on the

issues regarding immigration and the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops' Justice

for Immigrants initiative.

Letters to

the Editor

m
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Father Shawn O'Neal (pastor of

St. Joseph Church in Bryson City and

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mission in

Cherokee), the diocesan liaison for the

U.S. bishops on this initiative, spoke

at the English-language Masses at Our
Lady of Lourdes Church April 21-22.

We have been given a directive by'

God to "love one another as I have loved

you." We cannot fulfill this commandment
and, at the same time, chase Our North

American brothers and sisters back across

an arbitrary boundary because we cannot

process the paper work.

li

Lowering quotas, deporting family

wage earners, separating parents and

children and building walls do no'

conform with Catholic social teaching

From Pope Leo XIII's encyclical "Rerum
Novarum" (on capital and labor) to

Pope Pius XII "Exsul Familia" ("On the

Spiritual Care to Migrants"), the popes

consistently stated the Catholic Church's

positi£)n that people have the right to

migrate to sustain their lives and the lives

of their families.

It is recommended that the Mr
Jaskot and Mr. Deer invite Father O'Neal |*t"

to speak at their respective churches

Information about "All God's Children''

may be obtained by contacting Our Lady ol

Lourdes Church ofiice at (704) 289-2773

Pope Leo XIII said, "No humar
devices can ever be found to supplani

Christian charity, which gives itsel]

entirely for the benefit of others." We ar«

all God's children.

— Thomas Lalle),

Indian Trai

liip;
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Committing to an unwillingness to lie

Ethical signposts' point only toward truth telling

I recall years ago in Washington

;oming out of a Senate committee

learing on organized crime and stepping

nto the elevator in the Dirksen Senate

Dffice Building with the corhmittee's

;eneral counsel.

We just listened to extended
•lestimony from a veteran, straight-as-an-

irrow, state police chief from Michigan.

As the elevator doors closed, the

;ounsel remarked, "My father told me
ong ago that anyone who always tells the

ruth doesn't have to worry about having

I good memory. That's what you just

vitnessed in that hearing room today."

A hostile questioner, a senator who
vas later found guilty ofties to organized

rime, did his best to trip up this good

;op, but to no avail. Integrity, which

his police officer possessed in generous

iupply, means living truthfiilly.

Veracity means speaking truthfully,

/eracity is truthfulness, and the truth will

ilways set you free.

It looks like Scooter Libby is going

0 jail for not telling the truth. Martha

itewart went to jail a few years ago for

iijiot telling the truth. Fudging the truth by

jcrsons famous and obscure is a familiar

'act ofAmerican life.

Truth not just when convenient but in

ill circumstances is the only compass that

vorks in an age of ambiguity. The truth

teller is, we like to say, "trustworthy."

He or she is a person you can count

on, whose word is always good, whose

character is the pledge behind the claim.

A lie, for such a person, matches up

well with the concise Latin definition of

a lie employed by medieval scholastic

philosophers: "locutio confra mentem."

The "locution," or external expression,

is confrary to what the mind knows to be

true, and that is unacceptable behavior.

(It also explains the physiological

trigger that makes a lie detector work.)

Forgetfiil or conftised persons are

not necessarily liars when what they

say is inaccurate; the problem is in their

minds, not in the words or gestures

that are consistent with their confused,

uninformed or misinformed mind.

Truth telling, as difficult as it may
be at times, is the only way to preserve

an ethical corporate culture, a fijnctional

government, a happy family, a servant

church, a happy human being.

Ralph Lancaster, a wise, experienced

veteran lawyer from Portland, Maine,

remarked to me a few years ago that

"veracity and truthfulness are twins.

Implicit in conformance to fact is a

commitment to accuracy and honesty.

"But I think you establish confidence

in a person's veracity if you can get that

person to state it negatively and simply

Looking

Around

JESUIT FATHER
WILLIAM J.

BYRON
CNS COLUMNIST

say that he or she is committed to 'an

unwillingness to lie.'"

Now there's a good way to

think about veracity -— simply as an

unwillingness to lie. It is also a good way
to stay out ofjail.

The young owe it to their future to

run a little veracity check on themselves

during the summer months. This can be

by way of preparation for their return

to school or as an assessment of their

readiness for life in the world of work if

their schooling ended with graduation.

In either area— in school or on the

job — and in social relationships while

away from school or off the job, truth

telling is the only way to go. There are

no detours or alternate routes. The ethical

signposts point just one way: Commit
yourself to an imwillingness to lie.

Hispanic identity: Here to stay or go?
Immigrant traditions add to richness ofAmerica

"Except for their younger ages and

oncenfration in the West and the South,

he assimilated Hispanic Catholics in

)ur survey do not differ much from
ion-Hispanic Catholics. ... Hispanic

Catholics have come to resemble non-

Hispanic Catholics ever more as time

goes by."

These results cited in the study

'American Catholics Today" (Sheed &
Ward, New York), conducted by William

D'Antonio, James Davidson, Dean Hoge
rnd Mary Gautier, raise an all-important

question: Is the apparent assimilation of

f^ispanics into the American way of life

good or detrimental?

It is a sociological fact that people

:oming to America from other cultures

nore often than not assimilate into a style

jf life that is radically foreign to them.

Evidence of this is seen, for example, in

lewcomers adopting American clothes,

earning American idioms and becoming
mmersed in American music and a

lectic, day-to-day existence.

It is also true that when newcomers
adopt American culture, benefits occur:

Tioving up in social status, gaining better

imployment, living in better homes and
3eing more educated.

It is equally true that cultural blending

^
ends to create American solidarity:

cultures not only work and bond together

)ut learn from each other.

As true as this is, it is imperative

For America's wellbeing that individual

;mltures maintain their uniqueness!

Why be so emphatic? Because their

CNS PHOTO BY Michael Alexander, Georgia Bulictin

Two-year-old Jesus Gonzalez dresses up as

St. Juan Diego during a procession Dec. 1 Z, 2004

through the Hispanic community surrounding

a Georgia church on the feast of Our Lady of

Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas.

uniqueness contains values and fraditions

that enrich the United States and the

church immensely.

Not long ago I spent considerable

time in a Hispanic envirormient. As I

listened to the music, it reminded me
of tarantellas that make you want to

dance forever. Unique to the music were
Latin American melodies that not only

delighted the ear but lifted one's spirit.

Another beautiful frait I experienced

is the wonderful manner in which time is

The Human
Side

FATHER EUGENE
HEMRICK

CNS COLUMNIST

treated. The Hispanic liturgies I attended,

for example, were lengthy and unrushed.

Even after they concluded, they seemed
to continue with people milling around

and enjoying each other's company. We
all could profit greatly from this unrushed

custom in our frenzied millennium that

gets more frantic by the year.

Years ago I worked at Fordham
University with the revered researcher

Jesuit Father Joseph Fitzpatrick. His

deepest concern was young Hispanics

losing their cultural fraditions, especially

reverence for family life. I couldn't agree

more with this concern.

In almost all Hispanics studies, it

is found that that Hispanics are unique

in the way they nurture family life.

For Hispanics in the United States,

this solidarity reflects the immigrant

neighborhood fraditions of the past we
all cherished.

No doubt Hispanics in the United

States will continue to assimilate into

the American fradition, to become more
greatly Americanized. My hope is that

just as others in the United States now
are trying to resurrect their immigrant

fraditions, Hispanics will hold onto theirs

and not leave themselves in the position

of having to resurrect them in the future.

Pope says religious

ed should help

people integrate

faith into lives

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— Religious

education programs should help people

understand the doctrines of Christian

faith, but also must help them integrate

that teaching into every area of their

lives. Pope Benedict XVI said.

Holding the 100th general audience

of his pontificate June 27, Pope Benedict

continued his series of talks about early

Christian theologians, focusing on St. Cyril

of Jerusalem, a fourth-century bishop.

After briefly greeting 6,000 pilgrims

in St. Peter's Basilica, the pope moved
into the Vatican audience hall, where he

explained the freasure left by St. Cyril

in "Catecheses," a series of lessons

addressed to people preparing for baptism

and to those who just had been baptized.

The pope said St. Cyril's text

is "a model of an introduction to

being Christian," one which addressed

people's intellects, their experience and

their behavior.

St. Cyril's catechesiswas "profoimdly
biblical" and demonstrated the unity

between the Hebrew Scriptures and the

New Testament, demonstrating how
salvation history began with creation and

moved progressively toward fulfillment

in Christ, the pope said.

In the early church, he said,

"catechesis was an important moment
inserted in the broad context of the entire

life — particularly the liturgical life

— of the Christian community in whose
maternal womb, we can say, the gestation

of the fiiture faithfiil took place."

"This was an important moment;
it was not a catechesis that was only

intellectual, but a journey of learning

how to live the Christian life always

accompanied by the community," Pope

Benedict said.

The communal nature of the

candidates' formation, he said, helped

them understand "they were entering into

a large companion of fravelers."

St. Cyril also explained to the

candidates how the church's moral

teaching was "anchored in deep unity"

with its teaching about God and about

Jesus Christ, he said.

"Doctrine and life are not two distinct

things, but one journey of existence,"

the pope said. As a person grows in

understanding the faith, he is prompted to

fransform his behavior to reflect his new
life in Christ.

"We ask the Lord to help us learn

a Christianity that really involves our

entire lives so that we will be credible

witnesses of Jesus Christ, true God and

true man," the pope said.
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HARISTIC CONGRE
SEPTEMBER 21 & 22, 2007

CHARI^OTTE CONVENTION CENTER

Free and open to the public signing for Hearing impaired

T© KNOW
JESUS eHRIST

WWW,GoEycharis'Lcom

FRIDAY EVENING 7 PM
• Concert of Sacred Music

• Keynote Speaker

• Catholic Shops

SATURDAY 9 AM -6:30 PM
Eucharistic Procession through Uptown Charlotte

Holy Hour - Homilist - Bishop William Curlin

Eucharistic Adoration

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Vigil Mass@ 4:30 pm -Homilist Bishop Peter J. Jugis

General Track Speakers

Registration for

Children's Track is open.

www.GoEucharist.com

• Hispanic Track Speakers

• Children's Track

• Middle School Track

• High School Track

• Music

• Catholic Shops
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Partners In

caring
ICathoiic moms
lendeavor to help

ichildren in need

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

INDIAN TRAIL— These

Idays, it seems like $20 doesn't

Ibuy a whole lot — a large

Ipizza, a month's birthday cards

|or a T-shirt (if it's on sale).

' But two Catholic stay-

lat-home moms have found a

Iway to make $20 go a long

[way to help needy children in

lecklenburg County.

For Amy Barsanti and
|Cynthia Ladimir, what began

as an idea for a small business

|creating and selling gift baskets

las evolved into a mission to

Iserve children whose families

can't afford the small luxuries

lany middle- and upper-class

|children take for granted.

See CHILDREN, page 7

Defining

'church'
Vatican congregation

reaffirms truth, oneness

of Catholic Church

byJOHNTHAVIS
catholic news service

VATICAN CITY — In a

brief document, the Vatican's

doctrinal congregation
reaffirmed that the Catholic

Church is the one, true church,

even if elements of truth can

be found in separated churches

and communities.

See CHURCH, page 8
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Bonds of hopes and prayers

Photo by Deacon Gerald Potkay

Ann Peiffer and Orpha Russell, parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi Church in Mocksviile, tie prayer knots on lap quilts for 1

6

men and women serving in the U.S. military July 1

.

Parishioners craft

'prayer squares' for

VS. troops overseas

BY DEACON GERALD
POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

MOCKSVILLE —
Catholics in Mocksviile have

created a special way to honor

and pray for U.S. troops and

their families.

Sixteen men and women
from St. Francis of Assisi

Church in Mocksviile, who are

currently overseas serving in

the U.S. military, were honored

by their fellow parishioners

with a Mass and reception

July 1.

During the Mass, Father

Andrew Draper, pastor and
member of the Third Order

Regular of St. Francis,

blessed specially-designed lap

quilts for the families of the

16 troops.

Ladis Zimmerle, wife of

Deacon John Zimmerle and

See QUILTS, page 5

The old is new again
Pope relaxes restrictions on use ofTridentine Mass

CNS PHOTO, BY Gregory A. Shemitz, Long Island Catholic

Father James Pereda celebrates a Tridentine Mass at St. Pius X Chapel in Uniondale,

N.Y, July 8. Pope Benedict XVI has relaxed restrictions on the use of the Latin-

language liturgy that predates the Second Vatican Council.

byJOHNTHAVIS
catholic news service

VATICAN CITY — In

a long-awaited overture to

disaffected Catholic

traditionalists; Pope Benedict

XVI relaxed restrictions on

the use of the Tridentine Mass,

the Latin-language liturgy that

predates the Second Vatican

Council.

The pope said Mass
celebrated according to the

1 962 Roman Missal, commonly
known as the Tridentine rite.
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Silver jubilee

Good Shepherd Mission

celebrates anniversary

I
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Uniting new families

CSS helps families adopt

children from Russia

I
PAGE 7

should be made available in

every parish where groups of

the faithful desire it.

He said that while the new
Roman Missal, introduced in

1 970, remains the ordinary way
of Catholic worship, the 1962

missal should be considered

"the extraordinary expression

of the same law of prayer."

"They are, in fact, two
usages of the one Roman rite,"

See LATIN, page 9

Culture Watch

Potter movie review; saint gets

MySpace page

I
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

WHAT WOULD JESUS CHARGE?

CNS PHOTO BY Iames Baca, Denver Catholic Register

Brad and Libby Burky stand outside SAME Cafe in Denver. Their not-for-profit restaurant offers healthy,

organic food with no set prices. The cafe invites patrons to pay what they feel their meal is worth, or

more if they want to help pay for someone else's food. A person also can exchange an hour's work for

a meal at SAME (So All May Eat).

Cafe's patrons pay what they think

meal is worth or work to pay tab
DENVER (CNS)— If Jesus opened

a restaurant, it might resemble Denver's

SAME Cafe — a priceless joint where

all the food is made from scratch and

anyone's welcome to eat regardless of

ability to pay.

SAME ("So All May Eat") is not a

soup kitchen, with organic menu items

such as "garlic and feta" or "eggplant and

roasted red pepper" pizza. Yet there are

no prices attached to anything.

Instead, customers see a donation

box on the counter. They are asked to

consider what the meal was worth and to

pay what they can. Those who cannot pay

are asked to consider busing, tables after

dining, or helping in some other way.

Sometimes, families with children

are found washing dishes after a classy

restaurant meal the parents normally

couldn't afford.

Brad and Libby Birky, who opened

the cafe last fall, have no system for

policing their "pay-at-will or volunteer"

system, and they're certain a small

fraction of customers dine and dash with

no donation of any kind.

But they also know that some
customers pay far more than anyone

would ask. One man ate a modest meal

last fall and quietly left a $500 check in

the box. Another man routinely walks

in, refuses to eat and leaves a small cash

donation. He's homeless.

"If Jesus ran a restaurant, would
he use this model?" asked Brad Birky.

"We'd like to think so. Not that we're

comparing ourselves to Jesus or his

work. We're just inspired by him and his

work."

Which might explain why the Birkys

welcomed in a dirty, smelly vagrant

who was living in a park. He became a

regular, and then a friend.

The man, known as Kidd, first came
in during the winter and offered to sweep

or mop the floors in exchange for hot

food. He was trying to save up money to

get back home to New Orleans and re-

establish himself. He asked for nothing

but food, and always worked for an hour

after lunch.

"Then one day a very well-dressed

man walked into the restaurant and acted

like he knew the place," Brad Birky said.

"He was clean-shaven and looked quite

professional."

The sharply dressed man was Kidd.

He had saved up money from shoveling

snow, bought new clothes and a bus

ticket home to New Orleans.

"He came in to say thanks, and to say

goodbye. He was on his way home to make

a success ofhis life," Brad Birky said.

Libby Birky, 30, earned a master's

degree in gifted education and Brad

Birky, 32, made good money in computer

science; the couple was on the path to the

perfect upscale life.

"It wasn't fiilfilling," Brad Birky

said. "It just wasn't what we were

supposed to be doing with our lives. We
had both been raised with the notion that

we should give back and be involved in

the community."

In 2002 the Birkys volunteered at

the Catholic Worker House. Off hours,

Brad Birky attended culinary school at

Metropolitan State College. Then they came

up witii the idea that became their cafe.

The Birkys put about $50,000 into

establishing the not-for-profit cafe and

it's almost to the point of sustaining

itself Neither takes a paycheck from the

cafe, and Libby teaches to pay the bills.

Brad Birky said their model could

work for other businesses, such as

medical and dental clinics.

"We're having fun and creating a

social, fiin place to hang out and build

community. We absolutely love it,"

he said.

Argentine cleric becomes first priest

on trial for ^irty war' crimes
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (CNS)

— A former Argentine police chaplain

became the first Catholic priest on trial

for human rights violations against leftist

dissidents during Argentina's "dirty war"

in the 1970s.

Father Christian von Wemich went

on trial July 5 on charges of complicity'

in seven murders, 3 1 cases of torture and

42 kidnappings during Argentina's 1976-

83 dictatorship, in which an estimated

30,000 people died or disappeared.

Father von Wernich denied the

charges and said his job was to provide

pastoral care to police officers.

Argentine President Nestor Kirchner

said priests such as Father von Wemich
"dishonor the church."

The 126 witnesses in Father

von Wernich's case accuse him of

being involved in the organization of

kidnappings and death squads. They say

they saw him at two secret detention

centers, where state security forces held

and tortured alleged leftist opponents.

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ARDEN— The St. Martin de Porres Dominican

Laity Chapter meets the fourth Monday of every

month at 7 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas Academy,
564 Long Shoals Rd. Inquirers are welcome.

For more information contact Joe Kraft at

(828) 648-1036 orjebkraft@juno.com.

HENDERSONVILLE — The St Francis of
the Hills Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan

Order meets the fourth Sunday of each month
1-3 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church,

208 7th Ave. West. Visitors and inquirers

are welcome. For more information, contact

Joanita Nellenbach, SFO, at (828) 627-9209 or

jnell@dnet.net.

BOONE VICARIATE

JEFFERSON— Father Matthew Buettner will

present a lecture July 16 at 6 p.m. in the parish

hall of St. Francis of Assisi Chiu^ch, 326 East

Main St. The topic of the lecture will be related

to his book, "TTie Mystery ofthe Mass. " Please

call (336) 246-9151 for more information.

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory of Divine Love Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Tuesdays of

each month at 1 p.m. Call (336) 372-8846 for

more information.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— St. Basil the Great Ukrainian

Byzantine Catholic Church will have a

Ukrainian Mass in English in the chapel of

Charlotte Catholic High School, 7702
Pineville-Matthews Rd., the third Sunday

There, his role was to try to convince

victims to talk during breaks in their

torture. Some witnesses recalled him
asking if victims had learned their lesson

and urging them to talk "because God
wants that."

Father von Wemich was the personal

confessor of notorious former Buenos
Aires police chief Ramon Camps, who
was convicted of running a string of

detention centers and for scores of cases

ofkidnappings, torture and murder, before

being freed under amnesty laws in the

late 1980s. Those laws were overtumed

by the Argentine Supreme Court in 2005,

opening the way for a flood of trials.

Father von Wemich, who has been

under arrest since2003,said there were no

detention centers at the police buildings.

However, according to documents. Father

von Wemich "had a conspicuous presence

in the so-called Camps," and exerted

"psychological and moral torture."

The Argentine bishops' conference

has not commented on the case.

of each month at 10 a.m. The Mass is open to

anyone who would like to attend. For more
information, please contact Father Mark Shuey at

mshuey2@nc.rr.com or (9 1 9) 779-7246.

CHARLOTTE — Brad Jones and David Miller,

seminarians for the Diocese of Charlotte, will

present various topics in Wednesdays with

Brad and David. All sessions meet 7-8:30 p.m.

in the reception room at St. Vincent de Paul

Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd. Jones will give "An
Introduction to Catholic Liturgy" July 1 8. Miller

will present "Why Catholics Pray to Mary" July

25 and "The Five Marian Dogmas: Defending the

Truths of Christ" Aug. 1 . For more information,

call the church ofiice at (704) 554-7088.

CHARLOTTE — All high school and college

students are invited to "How Not to Lose the

Dating Game, " an informative talk on the virtue

of chastity by Dominican Sister Jane Dominic.

The presentation will take place July 19, 7-9

p.m. in the St. Gabriel Church Ministry Center,

3016 Providence Rd. Food and door prizes will

be provided. For more information or to RSVP,
e-mail marysample5@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE — Dominican Sister Jane

Dominic will speak on Pope Benedict XVI's

encyclical "God is Love" July 20 at 7:30

p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul Church, 6828

Old Reid Rd. For more information, e-mail

margaret_g_kennedy@yahoo.com.

CHARLOTTE — "Celebrating the Role oj

the Laity: Called and Gifted, " a workshop

focusing on the role of lay Catholics in the world

— at work, in the family, among friends and in

parishes, will take place July 28, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.,

at St. Vincent de Paul Church, 6828 Old Reid

Rd. There is no charge to attend, but registration

is required. Call (704) 554-9655 for more
information and to register.

CHARLOTTE — The St. Matthew Summer
Bible Institute will take place Aug. 6-10,
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican official says foreign aid must focus

more on creating jobs
GENEVA (CNS) — Foreign

investment and development aid must

increase and be focused more on creating

jobs and improving education in the

world's poorest countries, a Vatican

official said.

Archbishop Silvano Tomasi, Vatican

representative to international agencies

based in Geneva, told the U.N. Economic

and Social Coimcil July 4, "The question

to be posed is not whether, but how
additional aid should be given."

He said, "Poverty elimination demands

an integration between the mechanisms

that produce wealth and the mechanisms

for the distribution of its benefits."

While decrying the fact that most

wealthy nations are not meeting their

pledges for foreign development aid,

the archbishop said the international

community also must askwhy developing

countries are not making greater progress

with the aid they have received and

with the foreign debt forgiveness they

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the New Life Center

banquet room of St. Matthew Church, 8015
Bailantyne Commons Pkwy. Susan Brady will

present "Bom From Above," based on the Gospel

of John. To register, call (704) 541-8362, ext. 4.

CHARLOTTE — New Creation Monastery
invites you to a day of silence and solitude in

the presence of Almighty God. The monastery

offers private spiritual retreats for lay people.

Write to Father John Vianney Hoover at New
Creation Monastery, 1309 Duncan Gardens Dr,
Charlotte, N.C., 28206, stating why you want to

go on retreat and when. For more information,

call (704) 344-0934.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— The Men 's Bible Study Group
at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715 Horse Pen
Creek Rd., meets Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m. in the

Parish Life Center, room 4. The group will discuss

the Books of Acts, through Sept. 18. Bring your

own Bible. For more information, contact Gus
Magrinat at gmagrinat@poi.net or John Malmfelt

at (336) 665-6450 or jmalmsie@aol.c6m.

HICKORY VICARIATE
MORGANTON—As Christians we struggle daily

with negative emotions such as anger, anxiety and

despair. "Spirituality of the Emotions " offers an

opportunity to bring together insight, prayer and
group support in this struggle. Dr Ronda Chervin

will present this program Wednesdays, 7:30-8:45

p.m., through Aug. 8. These free classes will meet
at St. Charles Borromeo Church, 728 West Union
St. For more information, call Dr Chervin at

(828) 413-4624 or St. Charies Borromeo Church

at (828) 437-3108.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
SALISBURY — Elizabeth Ministry is a peer

ministry comprised of Sacred Heart Church
parishioners who have lost babies before or

shortly after birth. Confidential peer ministry,

information and spiritual materials are offered

at no cost or obligation to anyone who has

experienced miscarriage, stillbirth or the death of

have been granted. Archbishop Tomasi

called for more focused aid programs,

particularly to create jobs and improve

education. Work, he said, is the only

way for a community to generate its own
wealth and pay its way out of poverty.

When combined with education,

which not only prepares people for the

job market but also for good citizenship,

"it is easier to reduce corruption— one

of the plagues of poor countries — and

to improve respect for law and property

rights, crucial for the positive fimctioning

of an economic system," he said.

The archbishop also urged the

international community to take stronger

action to ensure that companies doing

business in poor countries create a higher

level of local employment and provide

local populations with access to better

training and technology. The creation

of wealth on a worldwide scale has not

eliminated poverty and has increased the

fi-ustration of the poor, he said.

a newborn. For details, call Renee Washington

at (704) 637-0472 or Sharon Burges at

(704) 633-0591.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — A course on Natural

Family Planning will begin Aug. 19, 1:30-

3:30 p.m. at St. Leo the Great Church, 335

Springdale Ave. Class dates are Aug. 19, Sept.

16, Oct. 21 and Nov. 18. The Sympto-Thermal

Method of NFP is safe and medically proven

99.9% effective. Couples with marginal

fertility will also benefit from working
with their natural mutual fertility instead of

against it. Call Todd and Stephanie Brown at

(336) 765-2909 for more information.

CLEMMONS—A Charismatic Prayer Group
meets Mondays at 7:15 p.m. in the eucharistic

chapel ofHoly Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon
Rd. Join us for praise music, witness, teaching,

prayers and petition. For moredetails, call Jim

Passero at (336) 998.7503.

CLEMMONS — The Knitting Ministry of

Holy Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon Rd.,

meets Monday evenings, 6:30-8 p.m., to

pray, learn to knit, reflect on life's lessons and

reach out to others in our community. Contact

Rosemary at (336) 766-2315 or Carmel

(336) 766-0650 for more information.

KERNERSVILLE— Holy Cross Church, 616

S. Cherry St., hosts a Senior Coffee House
the first and third Mondays of each month,

10 a.m.-12 p.m., in Salesian Hall in the Child

Development Building. Call the church oflice

at (336) 996-5109 ext. 12 for directions or

information.

Is your parish sponsoring a free event

open to the general public? Deadline

for all submissions for the Diocesan

Planner is 15 days prior to desired

publication date. Submit in writing to

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

July 17— 5:30 p.m.

Catholic Social Services annual board

meeting

Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

July 29— 11 a.m.

Installation of Father Francis T. Cancro \

pastor

Queen of Apostles Church, Belmont

2006 Vatican budget closes with surplus;

Peter's Pence up $42 million

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Despite

a serious drop in the value of the U.S.

dollar, the Vatican's 2006 budget closed

with a surplus ofmore than $3.2 million,

said Cardinal Sergio Sebastiani, head of

the Vatican's general accounting office.

While salaries and pension
contributions increased, a "brusque and

accentuated" drop in the value of the U.S.

currency was a big reason why the surplus

was so much less than the 2005 surplus of

$12 million, the cardinal said July 6.

Presenting the 2006 consolidated

budget ofjust the Holy See, primarily the

Roman Curia, Cardinal Sebastiani said the

value of the Vatican's accounts was down
an estimated $9.5 milUon solely because of

the dollar's drop against the euro.

Most donations to the Vatican and

some of its investments are in dollars, yet

the Vatican's expenses are mainly in euros.

Cardinal Sebastiani presented the

budget figures to the international

Council of Cardinals for the Study of the

Organizational and Economic Problems

of the Holy See July 2. A July 3 press

release noted a huge increase in 2006

donations to Peter's Pence, a fund placed

at the personal disposition of the pope

and used mainly for his charitable giving.

The donations totaled almost $102
million, an increase of more than $42.4

million over 2005.

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi,

Vatican spokesman, said July 6 that

the figure included some "exceptional

donations," although he would not

specify how many or from whom.

The Vatican does not expect a repeat

performance in the 2007 Peter's Pence

total, he said.

The Holy See budget results included

the office in charge of Vatican property

and investments, the papal household.

Secretariat of State, nine congregations,

11 pontifical councils, three tribunals,

1 1 8 Vatican embassies aroimd the world

and the Vatican media operations:

Vatican Radio, the daily newspaper,

television production center, publishing

house and printing press.

Their combined expenses added up to

almost $307 million, while their combined

income reached just over $310 million.

The statement said 2,704 people, including

773 bishops and priests, 331 members of

religious orders and 1,600 laypeople, are

employed in the Holy See offices.

While Peter's Pence is not included

in the Holy See budget figures, the figures

do include donations from dioceses,

religious orders and foimdations given

specifically to support the work of the

central church offices.

Catholics in the United States

still give more money to the Vatican

than those fi-om any other nation. The
donations to the Holy See by all groups

totaled almost $117 million in 2006, an

increase of more than $16 million over

the 2005 total.

The Vatican said the separate budget

of Vatican City State, which includes

the Vatican Museums and the Vatican's

stamp and coin office, ended 2006 with a

surplus of $29.7 million.

Lucky 7s

CNS PHOTO BY Tom Dermooy, The Catwouc Post

A shower of bubbles greets Jamie and Zac O'Brien as they leave St. Joseph Church in Pekin, III., after

their wedding Mass July 7. That Saturday was a popular choice for weddings because of Its 7/7/07 date.

A number traditionally considered lucky seven also has a religious significance. Bride Jamie O'Brien,

however, said the date has a practical advantage: "Zac won't forget the anniversary"

race
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

1401 Parton Ave. 72 Ijong Shoals Road

Asheville, NC Arden, NC
(828) 252-3533 (828) 687-3530
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Parishioner honored for

volunteer service at VA center
ASHEVILLE — Herbert Reith,

a parishioner of St. Barnabas Church

in Arden, was recently honored for

outstanding volunteer service.

Dr. Susan Pendergrass, director

of the Asheville Veterans Affairs

Medical Center, presented Reith with a

mantel clock during a recent volunteer

recognition dinner in Asheville. Reith

has logged more than 22,500 volunteer

hours at the center.

The Asheville VA Medical Center

serves western North Carolina and
portions ofSouth Carolina, Tennessee and

Georgia with services including extended

care rehabilitation, psychogeriatric care

and general nursing home care.

Reith is an advocate in Knights

of Columbus Council 8923 in Arden,

immediate past president ofFleet Reserve

Association Branch 361 in Asheville and

commander of the Catholic War Veterans

Post 1914 in Arden.

Courtesy Photo

Dr. Susan Pendergrass, director of the Asheville

Veterans Affairs'Medical Center, presents Herbert

Reith, a parishioner of St. Barnabas Church

in Arden, with a clock in recognition of his

volunteer service.

Honoring a catechist

Courtesy Photo

Dn Cris Villapando, director of faith formation programs for the Diocese of Charlotte, presents a certificate

of appreciation from Bishop Peter J. lugis to Marie Martino during Mass at St. Aloysius Church in Hickory

lune 24. Martino is retiring after 1 2 years as a parish catechetical leader, 25 years as a youth minister

and catechist, and three years as a member of the diocesan faith formation office's central region

leadership team. A reception followed.

It's news and
inspiration about
the Diocese of Charlotte!

Subscribe today— it's FREE!
Check it out at

www.CharlotteDiocese.org.

Tapping into theology

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Frank Villaronga, director ofevangelization and ministryformationfor the

Diocese ofCharlotte, takes questionsfrom the audience during a Theology

on Tap gathering at a Charlotte restaurant May 29. Villaronga spoke on the

topic of "Faith in Action.
"

Theology on Tap, a speaker series for Catholics in their 20s and 30s, is

an opportunity to explore Catholicism and issues and challengesfaced by

Catholic adults. Events usually feature a guest speaker— either clergy or

lay— who answers questions.

The Archdiocese of Chicago 's young adult ministry founded the speaker

series almost 30 years ago to try to bring back young adults, who tend to

drift awayfrom the church. Theprogram aims to reach young adults where

they are, and takes place in a variety ofsettingsfrom restaurants and bars

to parish halls.

Theprogram has grown inpopularity over theyears and has inspired others

to initiate similar speaker series. Dioceses in approximately 44 U.S. states

and a half-dozen other countries now offer Theology on Tap.

In the Diocese of Charlotte, Theology on Tap is held in Charlotte and

Greensboro. For more info in Charlotte, visit www.charlottetot.org; in

Greensboro, visit www.triadcatholics.org.

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-mondi rentals withNO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOBWDCO
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park.

SSs 3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Parishioners craft 'prayer

squares' for U.S. troops
QUILTS, from page 1

coordinator of the parish prayer quilt

ministry, along with Laurie Snook,

Fran Wilkie, Sue Starre and Margaret

Mondlak, made the lap quilts, or "prayer

squares," as a way of recognizing the

service men and women's dedication to

protecting their country.

Each lap quilt features a design

representing the specific branch of

service in which the Army, Marine, Air

Force and Navy personnel are serving.

The lap quilts were laced with heavy

thread, which the parishioners tied into

square knots — prayer knots — as they

prayed for the troops.

The parishioners tied their prayer

knots on the lap quilts after all weekend
Masses June 30-July 1 before being

blessed by Father Draper and presented

to the families as a reminder that people

are praying for their relatives overseas.

The lap quilts can be displayed or folded

and kept in a pocket, for example.

Bernard and Susan Gerstemeier

received a lap quilt for their two sons

and nephew.

"It's absolutely wonderful," said

Bernard Gerstemeier. "We pray that all

of these young men and women will

come back safely."

Charles and Sandra Scholl received

a lap quilt on behalf of their daughter.

"She will really appreciate this. She

will be taking it to Iraq when she leaves

on the 30th," said Scholl.

During Mass, Father Draper asked

parishioners to join him in prayer for all

the young men and women serving in

Iraq and Afghanistan.

Contact Correspondent Deacon
GeraldPotkay by calling (336) 427-8218

or e-mail gpotkay@triad.rr.com.

Photo by Deacon Gerald Potkay

Father Andrew Draper, TO.R., pastor of St. Francis

of Assisi Church in Mocksville, blesses lap quilts in

honor of 1 6 men and women serving in the U.S.

military July 1

.

Limited seats for direct flight— call NOW!
Deadline for deposit coming soon — Aug. 1

The Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to leave winter behind and explore the

SeUTHERN eARlBBEAN
and the PANAMA eANAL

January 31- February II, 2008
All family and friends are welcome to join with

Fr. Mo West as we cruise from Ft. Lauderdale. Florida
aboard Holland America's luxury ship ms Yolendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in=

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach
hanrunock, learn about Bahamian culture
* Oranjestad, Aruba — water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a
submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy
beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

vmderstand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jungle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native
markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!
Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES air feire from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ ship transfers, taxes, baggage
handling and all port charges!

Deposits are due before August 1st and there is NO RISK to hold your space today
- FULL REFUND before 7/31/07. Plus, early bookings receive best cabin choice.

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332

Honoring sacrifices

Above: Marlene Williams (left) and Tara Boyce

study photographs following a Mass for military

personnel at St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte July

8. About 100 people attended the Mass, which

Bishop Peter J. Jugis celebrated for all those who

are currently serving in the U.S. military or who

have died or been injured while serving.

Williams' son Michael serves in the U.S. Marine

Corps as.an embassy guard in Rabat, Morocco.

Boyce's sons both serve in the Marine Corps

— Owen Boyce is serving his second tour in Iraq

and Patrick Wilson will be deployed to Iraq this

coming fall.

(Right) Two women pick up prayer cards for Father

Emil Kapaun and Maryknoll Missionary Father

Vincent Capodanno following the Mass.

Father Kapaun and Father Capodanno both died

serving as military chaplains. Father Kapaun died

in a prisoner-of-war camp during the Korean War

and Father Capodanno was fatally wounded while

giving last rites to Marines during a battle in the

Vietnam War. Each has been named a "Servant

of God" by the Vatican, the first step in the

canonization process.

Photos by Karen A. Evans

J -gave a Legacy Tlirou^k

an Enaowment

when you estahlish an endowment with the

diocesan foundation, you...

Enatle Perjjetutil Support. Every year, your "legacy"

flows willi financial aid to tlie minishy you clioose.

Ensure a Strong Future. Allow a parisli, scLool, agency

or tke diocese It) look alieacl and plan willi confidence.

Enact a Lasting Legacy. Provide your loved ones witfi

a continuing reminder of your values — your faitli and

tke mission of tke ckurck.

of the

Roman CoHiotlc Diaceso <A Clwriotts

To receive thefree booklet "Bettei- Estate Plariiihig" contactJudy Smith, Director ofPlanned Giving,

704-370-3320: 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte. NC 28205. jmsmith^charlottediocese.org.
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Good Shepherd Mission

celebrates silver jubilee

AROUND THE DIOCESE
July 13, 2007

KING — The members of Good
Shepherd Mission in King recently

celebrated the church's silver jubilee.

Approximately 200 members and

former members attended the Mass,

Benediction and luncheon June 10.

Celebrating the Mass was Father

Lawrence Heiney, pastor of St. Benedict

the Moor Church in Winston-Salem and

Good Shepherd Mission. Concelebrating

was Father Eric Kowalski, pastor of

Holy Angels Church in Mount Airy, and

Father Joseph Kelleher, a retired priest of

the diocese.

Assisting at the Mass was Deacon

David Boissey, permanent deacon at

Good Shepherd.

During the summer of 1981, then-

Bishop Michael J. Begley established

a Catholic mission in the small Stokes

County town of King, north of Winston-

Salem. Local Catholics met in the town's

recreational center on Aug. 24, 1981,

marking the first official assemblage of

the community that would later become
known as Good Shepherd Mission.

Good Shepherd became a mission of

Our Lady of Mercy Church in Winston-

Salem and Catholics began attending

Mass at King Moravian Church in

September 1981. By 1982, the mission

had begun to organize ministries and

outreach programs serving the Catholic

and local communities.

Ten acres of land were donated

in 1984 for the building of a Catholic

church; construction began in 1988 and

in November 1989, then-Bishop John

F. Donoghue dedicated the building that

could accommodate 95 people.

In August 1987, Jesuit Father

Thomas Gaunt was named pastor of St.

Benedict the Moor Church in Winston-

Salem, and Good Shepherd Mission has

been served by pastors fi-om that parish

since that time.

A growing religious education

program prompted the need for

a small classroom building to be
added to the property, and by 1998,

the Catholic community in King
was comprised of parishioners from
Stokes, Forsyth, Surry and Yadkin
counties. The increase demanded a

larger facility; during the holidays,

the mission had to use the local

elementary school gymnasium to

accommodate everyone for Mass.

A capital campaign to expand the

church began in 2000 and construction

began in 2002. On April 28, 2003, then-

Bishop William G. Curlin presided over

the dedication of the expanded Good
Shepherd Mission.

Father Heiney has served the mission

since September 2004.

Courtesy Photo

Father Lawrence Heiney, pastor of Good Shepherd Mission in King, celebrates Mass recognizing the

silver jubilee of the mission June 1 0. Concelebrating are Father Eric Kowalski (left), pastor of Holy Angels

Church in Winston-Salem, and Father Joseph Kelleher, a retired priest.

Celebrating cultures

Troy Thompson and his nephew

Kevin Oliver, 2, were among the

hundreds of people who enjoyed

the third annual International

Festival at Immaculate Heart of

Mary Church in High Point May

27. The festival featured dances,

foods, games and singing groups

representing the many diverse

cultures in the parish.Courtesy Photo by John V. McGinnis

Sharing the Word of God

Photo by Kathleen Healy Schmieder

Father Carl Del Giudice, pastor of Sacred Heart Church in Brevard, carries the Torah as part of a

procession during a Jewish Sabbath ceremony held at the Catholic church May 26.

Sabbath celebratedj Torah dedicated at

Catholic church

BY KATHLEEN HEALY SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

BREVARD — For thousands of

years, the Sabbath has been celebrated by
Jews. Recently, both Jews and Christians

united to celebrate the glory of God and

the Word ofGod in Brevard.

The Brevard Jewish Community,
which meets Fridays at Sacred Heart

Catholic Church in Brevard, celebrated

its first regular Sabbath ceremony on

Saturday, May 26. Approximately 100

people attended the multi-denominational

gathering, during which the Jewish

community dedicated a new Torah.

"You are a witness to history," said

Michele Barg, a member of the Brevard

Jewish Commimity, to those gathered.

Barg headed the committee to

purchase the Torah — the Jewish name
for the Book of Moses, the first five

books of Scripture. Christians generally

call it the Pentateuch. The Torah is the

law and tradition governing Jewish

religious life.

During the ceremony, the Torah
— housed in the Ark of the Covenant

in Sacred Heart Church — was brought

outside to the parking lot, where
members ofthe community were afforded

the opportunity to carry the sacred

Scripture.

Inside, the Torah was unrolled and

read. The dedication ceremony moved
many people to tears.

The relationship between Catholics

and Jews in Brevard began in 200 1 , when
Father Carl Del Giudice, pastor ofSacred

Heart Church, was approached by Pat

and Jay White ofthe Jewish community's

board of directors about using a meeting

<

1room in the church.

"Father Carl has played a strong

role in our group," said Bossert, who
co-celebrates the Friday night services

for the Brevard Jewish Community at the

church. "We are welcomed with courtesy,

kindness and a truly ecumenical spirit."

Catholics in Brevard have
experienced the need for a place to

worship and the identity of being a

minority in the community.

Sixty years ago, there were only a

handful of Catholics in Transylvania

County who were looking for a church

in which to worship, said Father

Del Giudice.

"Under this roof, God knows no
boundaries. Every weekend, God is

worshipped in Hebrew, English and

Spanish," said Father Del Giudice.

"This church is not only a sacred

heart, but an open heart," said Bossert.

Despite the differences in the two
religions, the respect between the two

faith communities is apparent in the

interaction between the various members.

Holiday greetings are exchanged, sacred

seasons are acknowledged and events

such as Seder meals are shared.

DID YOU KNOW?
The scroll of the Torah was written by

hand by a scribe and required almost a

year of dedication to the wori<. Many rules

are followed in accordance with Scripture

regarding the way the scroll is written,

including that the parchment and the ink

are both kosher; also if a mistake is made

for any word used for God, that page must

be removed from the scroll and destroyed,

usually by burial.

Join our Oratorian Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHERI
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves Cod's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more about serv/ng God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586
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Bringing families together
Russian Federation gives adoption accreditation to CSS

CHARLOTTE — Catholic Social

Services in the Diocese of Charlotte is

now one of only eight agencies in the

world approved to facilitate the adoption

of Russian children.

The Russian Federation made the

announcement July 5. Russia, formerly

a republic of the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics, became the Russian

Federation following the dissolution of

the Soviet Union in 1991.

The decision regarding Catholic

Social Services was the culmination of

months of intense scrutiny to ensure

that applicant agencies were prepared to

conduct adoption services in accordance

with new guidelines set by the Russian

government.

Licensed as a child-placing agency

since 1948, CSS in the Diocese of

Charlotte provides professional domestic

and international adoption services

based on the highest children welfare

standards. The CSS program emphasizes

support, preparation and education.

The new accreditation from the

Russian Federation allows CSS to

continue its role as a leading international

adoption agency, according to Elizabeth

Thurbee, executive director ofCSS in the

Diocese of Charlotte.

"The mission of our international

adoption program is to bring together

children in need with loving families who
can care for them," said Thurbee. "We
appreciate the permission to continue that

service within the Russian Federation."

Since founding its international

adoption program in 1994, CSS has

placed more than 600 Russian children

in U.S. homes. CSS currently places

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information about CSS
international adoption services, visit

www.cssnc.org/adoption.html or call (888)

9904199.

Courtesy Photo

Marina and Olivia, sisters born and orphaned in

Russia, show their smiles. Through Catholic Social

Services Western Regional Office in Asheville, a

midwestern couple adopted the sisters in 2006.

between 80 and 100 children each year

with families— couples married at least

two years — and with single women
who have been carefully screened and

prepared to welcome their children.

CSS is the only Catholic agency in

the United States with a direct placement

program in Russia. This means CSS
deals directly with Russian authorities in

placing children in U.S. homes, usually

making the adoption process faster and

less expensive than an agency without

direct placement capability.

The CSS international adoption

program, based in CSS's Western Region

Office in Asheville, places children from

several regions in Russia and assists in

adopting children from China.

"Catholic social teaching directs our

mission to be a part of the solution when
there are children in great need," said

Thurbee.

CSS adoption services are offered

to any qualified family, regardless of

religious affiliation, and CSS works
closely with families of moderate means
who are qualified to adopt. Adoptions

are usually completed 12-18 months
following application.

Contributing to this article was
Communications Director David Hains.

We are your source for homes and lots in Buck Mountain

and the beautiful mountains of Wilkes County—
Call Karen or Randy today!

Karen Huffman (336) 262-0208

Randy Huffman (336) 262-0480

karenahuffman@aoLcom
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

www.huffinanrealestate.com

MLS #50929: 2.5 acres at Buck Mountain with your

own stream-fed fishing pond in gated comnnunity.

$85,000/broker interest.

MLS #50227: 50 acres with pond, two bold streams,

pasture, elevation with views. $299,000/broker related.

MLS #50974: Renovated historic home - large rolling

lot with mountain views. Outbuildings include workshop,

playhouse. Only 1/2 mile from town.

Priced to sell: $208,000.

Moms help children in need
CHILDREN, from page 1

"I spent the past year praying about

what I could do after my kids start school

next fall," said Barsanti, who formerly

worked as a social worker in Union
County.

"I didn't necessarily want to go back

to work fiill time, because it wouldn't

allow me to help inmy kids' classrooms,"

said the wife and mother of two.

Ladimir, who has a son and is

expecting her second child early next

year, was also looking for a way to earn

money and still have the freedom to

spend time with her husband and son.

Barsanti and Ladimir, both
parishioners at St. Luke Church in

Mint Hill, had worked with children —
Barsanti as a social worker, Ladimir as a

high school English teacher— and saw
firsthand the everyday needs of children

living in poverty.

Last winter, Barsanti was shopping

for greeting cards and was astonished at

the price — as much as $4 each. What
she found instead was a new mission.

"I started thinking about all the

people who can't afford to even buy a

birthday card, and how much more that

$4 can actually buy," she said.

Barsanti and Ladimir scrapped the

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Amy Barsanti and Cynthia Ladimir look over a

sample Forget-Me-Not care package in Ladimir's

home June 29. The Catholic stay-at-home moms

developed Forget-Me-Not as a way of providing

impoverished children with basic necessities.

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families In Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE. INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derito 704-596-3291

idea for a profitable business and instead

developed a program for low-income

children. They acquired a business

license, and Forget-Me-Not was bom.
The Forget-Me-Not program will

sponsor children from three Charlotte-

area non-profit organizations: A Child's

Place, a local organization that provides

education for homeless children;

Communities in Schools of Charlotte-

Mecklenburg, a national community-
based dropout prevention organization;

and YWCA's Youth Development
Program.

"These children didn't choose
where they live ... they are victims of

circumstance," said Ladimir. "The gifts

these children will receive will include

messages of hope — encouraging them

to do well in school, to stay away from

drugs, to commit themselves to violence-

free lifestyles."

Each sponsored child will receive

a Forget-Me-Not care package once

a month during the school year — 10

packages in all. A package will typically

contain basic necessities such as socks,

toothbrushes and undergarments, and fun

items like books, snacks and small toys.

"There are so many people who want

to give back to their communities and be

good examples to their children, but just

don't have the time," Ladimir said. "We
provide an outlet for those people— we
do all the legwork, and they are able to

help the less fortimate by agreeing to be

a 'Partner in Caring.'"

As part of their research, Ladimir

and Barsanti visited Communities in

Schools, where children had drawn
pictures completing the sentence, "If I

foimd a pot of gold . .
.."

The women were struck by the

children's responses.

"IfI askedmy child, he'd say, 'I want

to get drums, I want a new scooter,'"

Barsanti said.

The students' responses included

"I would spend it on a bed and get me
a house," and "I would buy food. And I

will buy me a car."

Barsanti and Ladimir plan to buy as

many items as possible in bulk in order to

stretch their money as far as possible.

"We want to be sure to be good
stewards of our sponsors' money,"
Barsanti said.

Barsanti and Ladimir hope to be

approved as a non-profit business this

coming fall, which will allow them to

apply for grants to cover overhead costs.

For their first year, Barsanti and

Ladimir have set a goal for themselves to

sponsor 100 children, for total of 1,000

packages.

Eventually, they would like to sponsor

at least 1,000 children each month and

expand to serve other groups, such as

nursing home residents, cancer patients

and children living in group homes.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information, visit

www.sendforgetmenot.com or call

(704) 684-0424.
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Vatican congregation

reaffirms truth, oneness of
Catholic Church

"It is ... difficult to see how
the title of 'church' could

possibly be attributed to

them ... they lack elements

considered essential to the

Catholic Church."
— Vatican document

CHURCH, from page 1

Touching an ecumenical sore point,

the document said some of the separated

Christian communities, such as Protestant

communities, should not properly be called

"churches" according to Catholic doctrine

because of major differences over the

ordained priesthood and the Eucharist.

The Vatican released the text July

10. Titled "Responses to Some Questions

Regarding CertainAspects ofthe Doctrine

on the Church," it was signed by U.S.

Cardinal William J. Levada, prefect of

the Congregation for the Doctrine of the

Faith, and approved by Pope Benedict

XVI before publication.

In a cover letter. Cardinal Levada

asked the world's bishops to do all they

can to promote and present the document

to the wider public.

The text was the latest chapter in a

long-simmering discussion on what the

Second Vatican Council intended when
it stated that the church founded by

Clirist "subsists in the Catholic Church,"

but that elements of "sanctification and

truth" are found outside the Catholic

Church's visible confines.

Churches and communities

The related discussion over the term

"churches" surfaced publicly in 2000,

when the doctrinal congregation— then

headed by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger,

now Pope Benedict — said the term

"sister churches" was being misused in

ecumenical dialogue.

In a format of five questions and

answers, the new document stated that

Vatican II did not change Catholic

doctrine on the church. It said use of

the phrase "subsists in" was intended to

show that all the elements instituted by

Christ endure in the Catholic Church.

The sanctifying elements that exist

outside the structure of the Catholic

Church can be used as instruments of

salvation, but their value derives from

the "fullness ofgrace and truth which has

been entrusted to the Catholic Church,"

it said, quoting from Vatican IPs "Decree

on Ecumenism."

The text said the Second Vatican

Council used the term "church" in

reference to Orthodox churches because,

although separated from the Catholic

Church, they have preserved apostolic

succession, the ordained priesthood and

the Eucharist.

Nevertheless, they "lack something

in their condition as particular churches"

because they are not in union with the

pope, it said.

The Christian communities bom out

of the Reformation, on the other hand,

do not enjoy apostolic succession — the

unbroken succession of bishops going

back to St. Peter— and therefore "cannot,

according to Catholic doctrine, be called

'churches' in the proper sense," it said."

True ecclesial realities

In his cover letter. Cardinal Levada

said the document came in response

to critical reactions to the teaching of

"Dominus lesus," another doctrinal

congregation document of 2000, which

said the Catholic Church was necessary

for salvation, and to ongoing confusion

over interpretations of the phrase

"subsists in."

An authoritative commentary
published July 10 in the Vatican

newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano, said

the congregation had acted to protect the

unity and uniqueness of the church.

The document, the commentary said,

took aim at the notion that the "church

of Christ" was "the sum total of the

churches or the ecclesial communities"

or that it exists only as a fiiture goal.

"If this were the case, the church

of Christ would not any longer exist in

history, or would exist only in some ideal

form emerging either through some fiiture

convergence or through the reunification

of the diverse sister churches," it said.

What Vatican II intended was to

recognize ecclesial elements in non-

Catholic communities, it said.

"It does not follow that the

identification ofthe church of Christ with

the Catholic Church no longer holds, nor

that outside the Catholic Church there is

a complete absence ofecclesial elements,

a 'churchless void,'" it said.

The council's wording does not

signify that the Catholic Church has

ceased to regard itself as the one true

church of Christ but that it recognizes

that true ecclesial realities exist beyond

its own visible boundaries, it said.

As Christ intended

Regarding the doctrinal congre-

gation's insistence that communities

originating from the Reformation are not

churches, the article said:

"Despite the fact that this teaching

has created no little distress in the

communities concerned and even among
some Catholics, it is nevertheless difficult

to see how the title of 'church' could

possibly be attributed to them, given

that they do not accept the theological

notion ofthe church in the Catholic sense

and that they lack elements considered

essential to the Catholic Church."

The commentary said that, at first

glance. Catholic ecumenism might

seem somewhat paradoxical, because it

holds that the Catholic Church has the

"fullness" of the means for salvation, but

recognizes the value of elements in other

churches.

The Catholic Church's teaching, it

said, is that the fiillness of the church

"already exists, but still has to grow
in the brethren who are not yet in full

communion with it and also in its own

members who are sinners."

U.S. Dominican Father Augustine

Di Noia, undersecretary of the doctrinal

congregation, said the document does not

call into question Pope Benedict's pledge

to work for ecumenical progress.

"The church is not backtracking on

its ecumenical commitment. But ... it is

fundamental to any kind of dialogue that

the participants are clear about their own
identity," he told Vatican Radio.

Father Di Noia said the document
touches on a very important experiential

point: that when people go into a

Catholic church and participate in Mass,

the sacraments and everything else that

goes on there, they will find "everything

that Christ intended the church to be."

Providing lielp. Creating hope. Changing lives.

Catholic Social Services — The Diocese of Charlotte

Executive Director: Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227

Associate Director: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3250

Refugee Office: Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930

Family Life: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3228

Justice and Peace: Joe Purello (704) 370-3225

OEO/CSS Murphy Satellite Office (828) 835-3535

Charlotte Region: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-61 55

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Debra Braese (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second St., Winston-Salem, NC 27108

Area Director: Gerard Carter (Interim) (336) 727-0705

Greensboro Satellite Office (336) 274-5577

Latino Family Center (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

1123 South Church Street, Charlotte NC 28203

www.cssnc.org

Catholic Social Services

Diocese of ChaiioQe

SAVE $100!

Register before July 29th

REJESUSmiKEDGNA

DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMAGE

'

THEHOLYLAND
November 6- 15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation andPastor, St Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic felth

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily Mass at many of the

historical sites of our tilth.

Highlights include:

- Tiberias, Mt. Camel, Sea of Galilee area

- Mt Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boyhood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jerusalem area: Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane,

Via Dolonasa, Lord's Tomb at Church of the Holy Sepulchre,

Mount Zion, Upper Room, Dormitron Abbey, Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites • PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,399 (befote July 29) from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals,

first class hotels and all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.
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Pope relaxes

restrictions on

Tridentine Mass
LATIN, from page 1

the pope said.

The pope's directive came July

7 in a four-page apostolic letter titled

"Summorum Pontificum." The new
norms will take effect Sept. 14, the feast

of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.

An accompanying explanatory letter

from the pontiff to the world's bishops

dismissed fears that the decree would
foment divisions in the church or be seen

as a retreat from Vatican II.

The pope said the new Mass rite

undoubtedly would remain the church's

predominant form of worship. Use of the

old missal presupposes a certain degree of

liturgical formation and some knowledge

of the Latin language, and "neither of

these is found very often," he said.

But the pope expressed sympathy

with Catholics who are attached to the

Tridentine rite and uncomfortable with

the new Mass. In the post-Vatican II

period, he said, excessive liturgical

creativity often led to "deformations of

the liturgy which were hard to bear."

"I am speaking from experience,

since I, too, lived through that period

with all its hopes and confusion. And I

have seen how arbitrary deformations

of the liturgy caused deep pain to

individuals totally rooted in the faith of

the church," he said.

The pope said it is clear that, in

addition to Catholics from that era,

young people are also being atfracted by
the older form of the liturgy.

The new decree

The Tridentine Mass has been
allowed as a liturgical exception since

1984, but Catholics had to request

permission from local bishops, who did

not always consent.

The new decree significantly altered

the bishop's role, maintaining his general

oversight on liturgy but removing him from
initial decisions on Tridentine Masses.

The document said a priest who
wishes to celebrate the Tridentine Mass
alone "does not require any permission,"

and lay Catholics who spontaneously

wish to attend such semi-private Masses
may do so.

Local pastors are to handle more
formal requests for scheduled Masses,

the document said. The text does not

require all parishes to automatically

establish a Tridentine Mass schedule,

but it said that where "a group of faithful

attached to the previous liturgical

tradition exists stably," the pastor should

"willingly accede" to their request to

make the old Mass available.

The document stipulates that priests

who use the 1962 Roman Missal must be
qualified to do so. Some experts believe a

lack of priests trained to say the old Mass
could present problems, at least initially,

in responding to local requests.

In scheduling Tridentine Masses,
the document said, local pastors should

balance these special requests with the

CNS PHOTO BY Nancy Wiechec

Shown is a page from a 1 996 reproduction of the 1 962 Roman Missal. Commonly known as the Tridentine

Mass, the Mass of this missal is entirely in Latin.

ordinary pastoral demands of the parish.

It offered some guidelines: On Sundays

and feast days, parishes may offer only

one Tridentine Mass; the old Mass
also can be celebrated on weekdays
and in particular circumstances such as

pilgrimages.

When a group of the lay faithfial

"does not obtain what it requests from

the pastor," it should inform the local

bishop, who is "earnestly requested to

grant their desire," the document said.

If the bishop is unable to provide for

this kind of celebration, the matter goes

to the Pontifical Commission "Ecclesia

Dei," which is charged with "maintaining

vigilance over the observance and
application" of the new decree, it said.

Religious orders may offer Tridentine

Masses in conventual or community
celebrations in their own oratories, it said.

Reconciliation efforts

The document said the 1962 missal

can be used for the sacraments of
baptism, marriage, penance and the

anointing of the sick, if the faithful

request it. Bishops may celebrate the

sacrament of confirmation according to

the old rite, too.

The document also gave bishops the

power to erect a "personal parish" for

celebrations according to the old liturgy.

The text allowed for Mass readings

in local languages, even when the 1962

missal is being used, using a Lectionary,

or book of Mass readings, that has been

approved by Vatican. In his letter, the

pope also suggested that new saints and

new prefaces should be inserted in the

1962 missal; that question will be studied

by the "Ecclesia Dei" commission.

Priests may use the Roman Breviary

of 1962 to pray the Liturgy of the Hours,

including morning prayer and evening

prayer, the document said.

Unlike the 1984 indult offered by
Pope John Paul II, the new decree did

not explicitly state that those requesting

permission for the Tridentine Mass must
accept the legitimacy of the new Mass.

Vatican sources said such acceptance

would be presumed, however. In his

letter. Pope Benedict said the priests who
celebrate according to the Tridentine rite

cannot, as a matter of principle, exclude

celebrating the new Mass.

"The total exclusion of the new rite

would not, in fact, be consistent with the

recognition of its value and holiness,"

AT A GLANCE: POPE'S LETTER,
NORMS ON TRIDENTINE MASS
— The current Roman Missal continues

to be the "ordinary" form for celebrations

of Mass in the Latin-rite church. The 1 962

missal is now considered the "extraordi-

nary" form of the Mass.

— Any priest can celebrate Mass in

private using the 1962 missal, except for

the Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy

Thursday, the Good Friday commemora-

tion of the Lord's Passion and the Easter

Vigil, which always must be celebrated

with a congregation.

— Catholic laypeople may attend a priest's

private Mass using the 1962 missal.

— If a recognized group of Catholic laity

asks its parish priest to celebrate Mass

according to the 1962 missal, he should

do so. The 1962 missal can be used for

Mass on any weekday, but no more than

one Tridentine Mass should be celebrated

in a given parish on Sundays.

— The 1962 missal can be used for bap-

tisms, weddings, funerals and anointing

of the sick, if requested.
'

— Even when the 1962 missal is being

used, the readings can be proclaimed in

the local language.

— If a parish priest refuses laypeople's re-

quest for the Tridentine Mass, they should

go to their bishop for assistance.

— Bishops may celebrate the sacrament

of confirmation using the rite that was in

effect in 1962; the rite is found in a book

called the "Roman Pontifical."

the pope said.

That could be an important point

in the Vatican's ongoing reconciliation

efforts with the Society of St. Pius X,

founded by the late Archbishop Marcel

Lefebvre, who was excommunicated
in 1988. The society rejects the new
Mass and several important teachings of

Vatican II.

In a statement July. 7, the head of

the Lefebvrite society. Bishop Bernard

Fellay, welcomed the pope's decree and

said it had created a "favorable climate"

for ongoing dialogue with the Vatican.

But he said doctrinal differences

must be settled before there can be

reconciliation with the Vatican.

Charity andprudence

The pope invited bishops to report

on implementation of the new decree

after three years. If serious problems

emerge, "ways to remedy them can be

sought," he said.

The decree came after nearly two

years of review. Although it was issued

"motu proprio," a phrase that signifies a

pope is acting on his own initiative. Pope
Benedict consulted on the question with

the world's cardinals and bishops.

The strongest apprehensions were

voiced by French and German bishops,

who worried that internal church unity

— and their own authority — could

be weakened by creating parallel

worshipping communities.

Other bishops said the move could

be seen as delegitimizing the liturgical

reform of Vatican II.

The pope, in his explanatory letter,

dismissed both fears as "unfounded." He
blamed in part"news reports andjudgments

made without sufficient information"

for confusion over his decision and for

divergent reactions ranging from joyful

acceptance to harsh opposition.

He emphasized that although the new
Mass of 1970 was designed to replace

the old liturgy, the 1962 Roman Missal

was "never juridically abrogated." Its

restoration as an extraordinary form of

worship thus does not undermine the

council's decisions, he said.

"There is no contradiction between

the two editions of the Roman Missal. In

the history of the liturgy there is growth

and progress, but no rupture," he said.

"What earlier generations held as sacred

remains sacred and great for us too,

and it cannot be all of a sudden entirely

forbidden or even considered harmfial."

As for church unity, the pope told

the bishops that he had essentially freed

them from having to decide on specific

requests for the old liturgy, but was
relying on them to maintain communion
among their faithful.

In particular, he asked the bishops

to demonstrate "charity and pastoral

prudence" in dealing with and improving

the attitude of Catholic traditionalists.

He urged the^^bishops: "Let us

generously open our hearts and make room
for everything that the faith itself allows."

Critical changes

In the Tridentine rite, the priest

celebrated Mass with his back to the

congregation. Since the promulgation

of the new Roman Missal, the priest

normally faces the congregation. And
while Latin is the original language of

both liturgical texts, the new missal

permits use of the vernacular language;

because it called for full, active

participation, the use of the local

language became customary.

The Roman Missal of 1962 raises

an issue in Catholic-Jewish relations.

Although the phrase "perfidious Jews"

was no longer in the 1962 version of the

missal, it does contain a Good Friday

prayer for the conversion ofJews that asks

God to end "the blindness of that people."

That led Abraham Foxman, U.S.

director of the Anti-Defamation League,

to call the papal decree a "body blow to

Catholic-Jewish relations." He said it was
disappointing and offensive to see such

"anti-Jewish language" return to the liturgy'

after its removal nearly 40 years ago.

The Roman Missal of 1 970 changed

the wording, asking prayers that Jews,

as the chosen people, "may arrive at the

fullness of redemption."



10 The Catholic News & Herald July 13, 2007

Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JULY 22, 2007

St. Augustine joins the ranks of

IVIySpace users
WASHINGTON (CNS) — St.

Augustine of Hippo just got a whole

lot hipper. The fifth-century doctor of

'^he church, perhaps known best for

"Confessions," an autobiographical

account of his conversion to Christianity,

now has a MySpace page.

Michael Dolan, director of
communications for the Augustinians of

the Province of St. Thomas of Villanova,

started the page on St. Augustine's behalf

as an engaging way to introduce visitors

to St. Augustine and the Augustinians.

"The focus of the page is to give

people a deeper sense ofwho Augustine

was, but also to get them engaged in

Augustinian spirituality," Dolan said.

The popular social networking
Web site myspace.com allows users

to post pictures and information about

themselves on their personal pages. All

users — and now St. Augustine — can

add other users to their list of friends.

As of July 9, St. Augustine had 347

MySpace fHends, including two named
Pope Benedict XVI; two fellow saints,

Sts. George and Brigid; some guy named
Josh; and Canadian singer Celine Dion.

Since the site launched in early May,
Dolan said the page has had more than

500 hits. Most of St. Augustine's fiiends

requested his fiiendship. Users can either

request fiiendship fi-om a user or accept

a friendship. Dolan said he doesn't know
the true identity of the saint's online

fiiends and guessed they just happened

upon the page or heard about it from

another venue.

St. Augustine 'spage features apicture

of the saint and a welcoming message to

visitors. If the volume is turned up on the

computer, St. Augustine's page will play

The Who's hit "Who are You."

St. Augustine is, according to his

page, 42 years old, single, a Scorpio and

looking for networking and fiiends. His

interests include praying, writing and
hanging out with friends.

St. Augustine is 42, Dolan said,

because that was his age when he wrote

"Confessions." Starting Aug. 28 — the

saint's feast day — St. Augustine will

begin a Web log, or blog, about his

"Confessions" on the site. His entire

-book should be blogged over the course

of the next school year.

Dolan hopes visitors to the site will

include students and professors. He
suggested they could post comments to

the blog as part of classroom exercises.

To the best of his knowledge, Dolan

said, none of the Augustinians he knows
have MySpace pages. But the order

seems to have embraced St. Augustine's

page, he said.

Has St. Augustine rejected any
friend requests?

A few, Dolan admitted, because the

users appeared either inappropriate or

fraudulent. But Dolan said the occasional

strange fiiend request seems normal for

MySpace.

As for St. Augustine's future on
MySpace, Dolan said he has no concrete

plans about adding features beside

"Confessions."

But he said more photos, links and

videos will probably be added to provide

additional information about Augustine

and the Augustinians to MySpace surfers.

WANT MORE INFO?

St. Augustine's MySpace profile can

be viewed at www.myspace.com/
saintaugustineofhippo.
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Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafTuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Attention: Homeowners...Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiimg all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste titne waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Sen/ing Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3wayplumbins:.conri Proud member of St. James Church

]uly 22, Sixteenth Sunday

in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Genesis 18:l-10a

Psalm 15:2-5

2) Colossians 1:24-28

3) Gospel: Luke 10:38-42

Wise counsel,

solutions appear

in God's wisdom
BY JEFF HENSLEY

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Jesuit Father Hubert Schilfer was
a retreat master at Montserrat Jesuit

Retreat House on the eastern edge of the

Diocese of Fort Worth. He liked to tell

a sort of shaggy-dog-style story about

counsel given a man riding a dorJcey.

After many doses of advice, all of it

thought wise by those who should have

tended their own business, the man ends

up carrying the donkey.

Father Schififer would tell the story

when others gave him unsought advice.

As a man who had survived the atomic

bombing of Hiroshima in 1945, rescuing

orphaned Japanese children and caring

for them after picking innumerable
shards of glass from his own flesh, he

was a man to be listened to.

He had suffered for Jesus and gone
on to perform valorous deeds.

If someone were to use today's

Scriptures to give specific advice about

specific problems, he just might end
up making a man carry a donkey. The
passages seem to conflict.

Then too a person would surely

scratch her head reading about Paul

offering the sufiferings of his own body
"for the lack in the sufferings of Christ"

on behalf of the church, and then reading

about Jesus saying to Martha that Mary
has chosen the better part in sitting and
soaking up his teachings rather than

serving him as their guest.

Combine these two with the Genesis

reading in which Abraham is to be
rewarded for his extraordinary service

to the three strangers in the desert

and the confusion is compoimded. It

is impossible to give straightforward

advice based on these readings — that

is, unless the advice is to listen to God in

each situation while holding fast to godly

principles and governing one's behavior

honorably.

Following that piece ofadvice would
put you in the category ofthe just, which
is described in the psalm.

The previous verse to this day's

reading asks: "Who will be able to dwell

on God's holy mountain?"

The reply begins with verse two: "He
who walks blamelessly and does justice

and thinks the truth in his heart ... and

harms not his fellow man."

The Bible isn't a cookbook out of

which we can draw perfect, specific

solutions to every problem, but it does

point us to wisdom and to ways to seek

God's solutions to how to act in all

situations.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 15-21

Sunday (Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Deuteronomy 30:10-14, Colossians 1:15-20, Luke

10:25-37; Nlonday (Our Lady of IMt. Carmel), Exodus 1:8-14,22, Matthew 10:34-11:1; Tuesday,

Exodus 2:1-15, Matthew 11 :20-24; Wednesday (St. Camillus de Leilis), Exodus 3:1-6, 9-12, Matthew

11:25-27; Thursday, Exodus 3:13-20, Matthew 11:28-30; Friday, Exodus 11:10-13:14, Matthew

12:1-8; Saturday (St. Lawrence of Brindisi), Exodus 12:37-42, Matthew 12:14-21.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 22-28

Sunday (Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Genesis 18:1-10, Colossians 1:24-28, Luke

10:38-42; Monday (St. Bridget of Sweden), Exodus 14:5-18, Exodus 15:1-6, Matthew 12:38-

42; Tuesday, Exodus 14:21-15:1, Exodus 15:8-10, 12, 17, Matthew 12:46-50; Wednesday
(St. James), 2 Corinthians 4:7-15, Matthew 20:20-28; Thursday (Sts. Joachim and Anne),

Exodus 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20, Daniel 3:52-56, Matthew 13:10-17; Friday, Exodus 20:1-17, Matthew

13:18-23; Saturday, Exodus 24:3-8 Matthew 13:24-30.

Join us on a Pilgrimage to

CLASSIC ITALY
wM Father RogerArnsparger, pastor of

St. Michael Church, Gastonia and

Rev. Mr. Art Kingsley, deacon at St Barnabas, Arden

October 30 - November 9, 2007

Special highlights include Mass daily plus escorted visits to Padua, Venice,

Bologna, Florence, Sienna, Assisi and a Papal Audience in Rome!

Price including air fare and airport taxes from Charlotte, hotels, most meals,

admission fees: $3,072.

Space is limited! Call today: 206 Tours at 800-206-8687 or group
coordinator Nick Grasberger at grasbergjr@bellsouth.net.

(This is a privately sponsored trip, not affiliated with the Diocese of Charlotte.)

f
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Pennybym at Maryfield

Opens New Assisted

Living and Skilled Nursing
Accommodations

"Pennybym at Maryfield is cre-

ating home for our residents in

a revolutionary way of provid-

ing care and service," said CEO,
Sister Lucy Hennessy. The full-

service retirement community of

Pennybym at Maryfield proudly

announces the opening of Taylor

Village Assisted Living and the

David Hayworth House, the first

of six new Maryfield Health Care

Households. These unparalleled

accommodations will soon be

home to 60 residents, providing

an enhanced quality of hfe where

personal preferences are respected

and honored. Each resident is em-

powered to make decisions about

how they choose to enjoy daily life

in their new home. Each will de-

termine the nature ofhis or her day

with staff assisting and honoring

their individuality.

"This culture is unlike anything in

traditional health care," said Rich

Newman, President and Commu-
nity Leader. "Nothing says insti-

tutional. Listead, everything says

home, reflecting the same quality

lifestyle of the entire Pennybym
at Maryfield Retirement Living

Community. Assisted Living and

Independent Neighborhoods look

and feel the same, and residents

share the same exceptional ame-

nities." Maryfield Health Care

Households consist of a group

of resident rooms which center

around a homey kitchen, pantry,

parlor, living room, dining room,

sunroom, laundry room and even

a porch and beautiful courtyard.

Like any home, these households

are designed to be the focal point

of residents' lives.

"Here, residents know they are be-

ing listened to and cared for," said

Newman. "The result is a warm,

fiiendly community where days

are meaningful and filled with

life."

The new 71 -acre Pennybym at

Maryfield flill-service retirement

community also offers gracious

independent Uving apartment and

cottage residences with superior

amenities and services. This open-

ing is planned for Winter 2007.

Contact Pennybym at Maryfield

at(336)82 1-4000or visit

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com.

NPADVHHH707

'Order' commands attention

CNS PHOTO BY Warner Bros.

Gary Oldman and Daniel Radcliffe star in "Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix." Teenage wizard

Harry (Radcliffe) and his intrepid Hogwarts chums face an unexpected obstacle in their ongoing struggle

with the malevolent Lord Voldemort: a repressive teacher from the Ministry of Magic who won't allow the

practice of hocus-pocus that they need to defend themselves against the evil forces.

This fifth installment is arguably the best yet with its excellent performances, superior special effects,

coherent narrative and sensible balance between action sequences and human drama, not to mention

a meaningful subtext about the power of love and personal choice in doing good versus evil.

Some scenes of peril, moderate fantasy violence and scary imagery may preclude very young viewers.

The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-ll — adults and adolescents. The Motion

Picture Association of America rating is PG-1 3 — parents strongly cautioned. Some material may be

inappropriate for children under 1 3.

IMMACULATA CATHOLIC COMPANIES

NEW STORE GRAND OPENING
Tuesday, Sept. 4

at the diocesan pastoral center
1 123 South Church Street, Charlotte
( 1 block south of morehead street)

704^55-9090
•Come and see all the new and exciting religious books, gifts

and surprises awaiting you at our new, convenient location!

Cornelius Store Closing Sale — now until July 31 st. Visit
us soon at johnsbury square, next to the goodwill, for

the best bargains on remaining books and gifts!

,
maryimmaculata.conn

Join Your Catholic Chaplain Fr. Mathm

Hawaii Cruise
15-Day Vacation Departs April 12, 2008

Travel with other Roman Catholics including your YMT Chaplain Father Mathew Kappalumakkel.

This will be Father Mathew's third trip as a YMT Chaplain. He is Associate Pastor at St Mary's

Star of the Sea in Unionville, CT. You'll depart April 12, 2008, and visit the beautiful Hawaiian

Islands during their spectacular spring-time, with flowers ail in bloom! This 15-day vacation

includes a 10-day cruise on NCL's Pride of Aloha with four hotel nights in Waikiki, with an

included Honolulu city tour. Aboard ship visit Kahului, Maui; Hilo, Hawaii; Nawiliwili, Kauai;

Lahaina, Maui; and Kona, Hawaii. Complete prices start from only $1598 (per person/double

occupancy) and includes a flower-lei, aloha greeting, ship transfers, the 10-day cruise, four nights

hotels, Honolulu city tour, and baggage handling. Add $900 for round trip airfare from Charlotte.

Mass will be celebrated once in Honolulu and some days on ship.

$100 deposits are now due. Family & friends welcome.

For information resen/ations, brochure and Fr. Mathew's letter call 7 days a week:

'yOt/R M4A/' TOURS 1-800-968-7626
North America's First Choice for travel since 1967!
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Mercy Sister Higgins, 1905-2007
Lifetime ofdevotion, service mark Sister Higgins ' life

BELMONT — Mercy Sister

Margaret Mary Higgins died June 18,

2007, at Marian Center at Sacred Heart

Convent in Belmont. She was 102.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held June 20 at the Cardinal Gibbons

Memorial Chapel, with burial following

at Belmont Abbey Cemetery.

She was received into the Sisters of

Mercy on Jan. 31, 1926, and was in her

81st year as a Sister of Mercy when she

died.

Sister Higgins was bom May 29,

1905, in Westport, County Mayo,
Ireland. She earned a degree from Mercy
Hospital School of Nursing in 1932 and

began a lengthy ministerial career in

health care as a registered nurse. Her first

assignment was as a supervisor at Mercy
Hospital in Charlotte.

Over the years she served at St.

Mercy Sister Margaret Mary Higgins

Joseph's Sanitarium (later St. Joseph's

Hospital) in Asheville and at Mercy
Hospital. She also held membership in the

North Carolina State Nurses Association.

Sister Higgins also served as superior

of St. Joseph's Convent from 1968-69

and again from 1972-76. She retired

from nursing in 1977.

Until October 2000, Sister Higgins

HOLY ANGELS

CHERUBS CANDY BOUQUET MGR / JOB COACH

1st shift, full-time, includes every other Saturday. Voc program for adults w/MR. Manage
inventory, staff supervision, customer service, candy bouquet production. Req: valid DL,

4-year degree in business admin., special ed. or human services. Prefer retail,

supervisory, arts/crafts, MR experience.

CHERUBS JOB COACH

Serve as a job coach for adults with mental retardation in a full service restaurant/cafe &
candy bouquet shop. FT, including every Saturday. Req: valid DL. Prefer

restaurant/retail experience. Apply at Holy Angels: 6600 Wilkinson Blvd., Belmont, NC;

info@holyangelsnc.org; 704-825-4161 or Fax: 704-825-0553. Resumes accepted.

DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Full-time Director of IVIajor Gifts

Candidate must iDe a college graduate with a degree in marketing,

communications, business administration or related field; five years

experience in fijnd development and major gifts. Applicants should have

Strong interpersonal and communication skills, and the ability to interact

well with diverse groups. Responsibilities include developing strategies,

events, and materials to inform, engage, cultivate and solicit current and

prospective major gifts prospects.

Please submit resume to Jim Kelley, Office of Development, 1123 South

Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203 by July 30, 2007. Questions to

704-370-3301 or email atjkkelley@char1ottediocese.org

ART TEACHER /SPANISH TEACHER

St. Pius X Catholic School has full-time (K-8) teaching positions available

in Art and Spanish for the 2007-08 school year. Must have or be eligible

for NC Certification in Art Education/Spanish Education. Please submit a

resume and pick up an application at the school office from 9am-1pm,

M-F: St. Pius X Catholic School, 2200 N. Elm St., Greensboro, NC.

Phone: (336) 273-9865.

remained an active presence at St. her artwork was featured in "Freedom oi

Joseph's Hospital, where she assisted as Expression: Art in America."
needed. She maintained an active prayer

ministry up until her death and especially

enjoyed painting.

She was profiled by the media
shortly before her 102nd birthday, when

MEMORIALS
Memorials may be made to the Sisters of

Mercy, Sacred Heart Convent, 100 Mercy

Drive, Belmont, NC 28012-4805.

DIOCESAN TRIBUNAL:

Notary/Secretary - Pastoral Center, Charlotte

The Diocese of Charlotte Tribunal has an opening for a Notary/Secretary who will

provide secretarial, clerical, and administrative support to the officials of the Tribunal.

As an officer of the Court, the employee must be a practicing Catholic.

Requirements include: high school or business college graduate; three years of

experience; ability to type 55 WPM accurately; ability to read, write, and speak English

well; some ability with Spanish beneficial; strong verbal, computer, and interpersonal

skills; ability to maintain strict confidentiality.

DIOCESAN TRIBUNAL:

Advocate/Auditor - Pastoral Center, Cliarlotte

The Diocese of Charlotte Tribunal has an opening for an Advocate/Auditor whose

duties will include supervising parish advocates, coordinating Advocate Training

Program, serving as Advocate for Tribunal cases, investigating possible satellite

Tribunal locations and providing Tribunal ministry to Asheville and Smoky Mountain

Vicariates as needed. As an officer of the Court, the employee must be a practicing

Catholic.

Requirements include: bachelor's degree in theology with willingness to pursue further

studies in canon law; completion of Advocate Training Program; 1-2 years of

experience in Tribunal ministry; ability to read, write, and speak English well; ability to

read, write and speak Spanish is beneficial; strong verbal, computer and interpersonal

skills; willingness to travel as required.

Interested applicants please contact:

Fr. Jolin Putnam, Tribunal, 1123 S. Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203

or (704)370-3341

Full-time Youth Minister

Vibrant 800-family parish seeking mature, qualified adult to head middle school

and high school programs. This full-time position includes catechetical, social,

service and spiritual well-being of youth in grades 6-12. Requirements: practicing

Catholic, college degree, experience working with youth and teens, and

references. Salary is negotiable depending on factors such as years of

experience.

Send resume to Search Committee, St. William Parish, 2300 Frederica Road,

St. Simons Island, GA31522, orstwilliamschurch@bellsouth.net.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

PROFESSIONAL SECURITY OFFICERS:
Requirements: High school diploma/GED; Clean

criminal record; Noteworthy employment history.

Excellent pay and benefit package. Apply to: The
Wackenhut Corporation, 1 Centerview Drive, Suite

105, Greensboro, NC 27407, 1701 Link Road,

Winston-Salem, NC 27103 or in Asheville area at

9-H Walden Drive, Arden, NC 28704.

www.wackenhut.com EOE M/F/DA' Security

Guard & Patrol 753-GP

FOR RENT I

CONDO: Oceanfront - Pleasure Island. 2

BD/2BA. Minutes from Wilmington. Two day ;

minimum; weekly' for under $1,000. Additional l

units available. Call 703-450-8480 or write i

wfkelle@aol.com for availability. }

Classified ads bring results! Over 140,000 readers! Over 52,000 homes!
Rates: $.80/word per issue ($16 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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"REVIVAL OF THE SPIRIT 2007"

Theme: "Tough Talk for Tough Times!"
With Rev. Edward B. Branchy B.A., M.Div., D.Min. - Revivalist

Catholic Chaplain for Atlanta University Center; Ordained priest and minister

of evangelization; Nationally-known Catholic revivalist; Published author

Friday night: "Fishing Lessons" - Luke 5:1-11

Baptism is our cail to ieave everything to take care of Jesus' business in

the world, not in the church building.

Saturday night: "Mission Readiness" - Luke 4:1-13

A chain is only as strong as its weakest link. The Sacrament of

Reconciliation assumes we feel ourselves to be a community. But

we? We aren't ready for the mission unless we really are a "we."

do

Sunday morning: "The Shortest Sermon Ever Preached and the Longest

IVIeditation on It." - Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21

Luke recalls the three ages of human salvation. We are the third and final

age. What ought we be doing?

ALL ARE WELCOME !

Sponsored by

African American Affairs Ministry
of the Diocese of Charlotte
To be held at: Our Lady of Consolation Church

2301 Statesville Ave., Charlotte, NC

Friday, August 3 through

Sunday, August 5

The Revival is an opportunity to publicly worship our God in the spirit of the Black church while at the

same time breaking down traditional misconceptions of Catholicism held by our Protestant brothers and

sisters. Come and bring your family, friends and neighbors!

WEEKEND SCHEDULE
Friday, Aug. 3 and Saturday, Aug. 4

7 pm — Praise and Worship

8 pm — Preaching by Fr. Edward Branch

Fr. Branch, Musician Joe Priester, and the F.L.O.W. Liturgical

Dancers of Our Lady of Consolation Church will enhance your

spiritual experience throughout the weekend!

Sunday, Aug. 5

11 am — Closing Worship

Celebrant

Fr. Jude Duffy, OFM Cap.
Pastor, Our Lady of Consolation Church

Homllist

Fr. Edward Branch

For more Information, please call 704-370-3267. Someone will return your call.
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Perspectives

A baby whose life

mattered
Every life— long or shorty poor or

powerless— matters to God

A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

It was a beastly hot day. We clustered

under the shade of a tree in our parish

cemetery. We were there for the burial

of a baby.

It was a very young baby, stillborn at

only three months gestation. So small, it

was hardly the length of an index finger.

At that tender age it was hard to

tell if the baby was male or female. The

parents named the child Jose-Maria

(Joseph-Mary) since they weren't sure of

the gender.

The parents are good people. They

are hardworking immigrants fi-om central

Mexico. They support a lot of family

back home. The father does landscaping;

the mother works in a restaurant.

A little group fi-om our local Latino

community was at the burial with them.

The parents sat on folding chairs set up

by the Catholic Cemeteries office near

the grave. They held hands.

The week before, I had asked the

mother if she had a box to bury little

Jose-Maria in. She told me yes, a plastic

box. They carried the box to the grave

in a fancy paper gift bag with colored

tissue paper sticking out. I had not seen

it before.

I lifted the box out ofthe bag to place

it on a table near the grave. I saw that it

was a plastic "Huggies" diaper box.

Tears came down my face. My throat

closed up. I was overcome by the sadness

of it all.

These were poor people. This was
the best they could do. I thought ofMary
and Joseph, also poor people.

How Joseph and Mary brought Jesus

to the temple for his presentation with

the offering of the poor, two pigeons. I

thought of how Mary had to depend on

the kindness of a stranger to bury her son

Jesus in a donated tomb.

What a lesson this simple couple was

teaching our community. Neither parent

had gone beyond the sixth grade back in

Mexico, yet they knew better than our

"sophisticated" culture the true meaning

of this moment and of this young life.

They knew that Jose-Maria was a

baby. It was their baby.

They did not care that scientists

might call this baby by another name:

blastocyst, embryo or fetus. They knew
that it was a baby.

When she had miscarried at the

hospital, the hospital staff told her that

they would dispose of the "tissue" if she

wanted them to.

She said, "No, give it to me." She

took him home in a baggie packed in ice.

Our culture might have thrown this tiny

child away, like just so much trash.

Parish

Diary

FATHER PETER
DALY
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So there we were on a hot summer
day, commending this tiny body to the

earth and this young soul to God.

I stumbled through the prayers in my
bad Spanish. They were imderstanding

ofmy errors. We are old ftiends. Friends

make allowances.

A few cars passed. I thought to

myself, "This is an important lesson,"

especially for the children in our group.

This burial reminded us that every

life matters. Every life, no matter how
short, how poor or how powerless

matters to God. Every person can be a

prophet of the Most High.

Somebody will be saved by the short

life of young Jose-Maria; I am sure of it.

In God's eyes, that life, no matter how
short, will have been a huge success.

Jose-Maria may have been laid in

the earth in a plastic diaper box but went

to God on the wings of angels, assisted

by the prayers of the parents and the

church.

This life mattered.

Do not be afraid
'Joy hygiene can killfeary selfpity before

they fester

There are some fears that are

harmless, amotmting to nothing more
than the normal worries of life. They can

keep you alert and help you meet your

responsibilities.

But there are those exaggerated

fears that can become obsessive. They
must be controlled if you are going to

have peace of mind.

The first thing to keep in mind is

that you are not your fears. You are the

observer of your fears. The mind only

has room for one set of thoughts at a

time.

The best psychologists tell us that

we can lessen the impact of emotional

distress by thinking things through.

Control your thoughts and you will

gradually lessen your inner disturbance.

Fear is a beliefthat you are somehow
in danger. Mental health professionals

tell us that most of the things we worry

about never happen.

Most of the time the feeling of

danger is not a fact; it is merely the

product of a belief.

We spend so much wasted time

worrying! Ifthere is no objective danger,

change your belief system and you will

be fi-ee.

A few years ago I wrote about one

woman's approach to needless worry.

She happened to be a dentist.

She reasoned, "Just as I use

antiseptics to get rid of the bacteria

around the teeth, I must also learn to use

mental toughness to chase away the dark

thoughts that plague me."

Here is her plan ofaction:

"As a dentist, I try to train my
patients to focus on prevention. It's not

that far-fetched to connect the idea of

oral hygiene to mental hygiene. Most

days I just don't realize how much
control I have over my feelings.

"Thoughts control feelings. I can

actually decide if I want joyfial thoughts

or dark thoughts to take over my mind.

Dark thoughts always lead to sadness

Spirituality

for Today

FATHERJOHN
CATOIR
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or flight, and I don't want that. Jesus

doesn't want it either.

"So I decided to keep better guard

over my thoughts. I never realized how
many negative thoughts I allowed into

my mind. Through the exercise of my
will I now work harder at keepmg out

irrational fear. With God's help, I try to

maintain a beautifiil garden ofjoy in my
mental landscape.

"We all come fi-om a jioyful God
who created us for eternal joy; therefore,

it follows that he wants us to eliminate

anything that destroys or diminishes our

joy.

"In the same way that we protect

our bodies against germs, we can also

work to protect our souls against mental

poison. Sadness and discouragement are

the finits ofnegative thinking.

"Go for help to straighten out your

thinking patterns if you need it. By
exercising the proper JOY HYGIENE,
as I call it, you can kill fear and self-pity

before it festers."

That is such good advice. Ifyou have

developed the bad habit ofallowing toxic

thinking to dominate yoixr mind, at least

know that you can do something to help

yourself

First, turn to the Lord. Jesus said, "In

this world you will have many troubles,

but cheer up, for I have overcome the

world. ... Do not be afraid."

Turn it all over to Jesus, who said, "I

have told you all these things that your

joy may be fiall."

m
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Gratitude for

nonviolence

program
I am very thankful to find out that

there is an active program to support

a desperately needed movement to

counteract the alarming growth of

violence

in America today ("Resisting evil,"

June 29).

I find it almost impossible to sit

and watch television, especially the

evening news, because of the steady

diet of violence and horror to which

millions of innocent living beings are

being subjected every moment of every

day. Ditto for secular newspapers and

news magazines as well.

At the age of 79 I can look back

Letters to the Editor

over the years to a truly more gentle

time before the "drug culture" and the

breakdown of ethics and morals that

followed. How wonderfiil to read of the

program ("The Nonviolence of Jesus:

Living the Gospel Today") at Living

Waters Reflection Center in Maggie
Valley.

Because of age and physical

limitations, I am not able to attend

wonderfial programs such as this one,

but I can at least support all positive

efforts like this with my prayers that all

Christians, regardless of denomination,

will work to try, once again, to make our

world the beautifial, peaceful and Christ-

centered world that he intended it to be.

— Doris Spivey

Belmont

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes

letters from readers. We asl< that letters be

originals of 250 words or fewer, pertain to

recent newspaper content or Catholic issues,

and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter

must include the name, address and daytime

phone number of the writer for purpose of

verification. Letters may be condensed due

to space limitations and edited for clarity,

style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not

publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items

submitted to The Catholic News & Herald

become the property of the newspaper and

are subject to reuse, in whole or in part, in

print, electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor,

The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@chariottediocese.org.
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'Happy anniversary' time
Reflecting a way to unlock elements to

making marriages work

If "love is what you've been through

with someone," wedding anniversaries

have a way of tempering idealism with

the realism (the day-to-day, year-in-

and-year-out, practical, down-to-earth,

"being through") of marriage.

"Would you do it all over again?" is a

question not for the faint ofheart; it could

ruin the anniversary celebration! Very

few, if any, couples I know would have

anything but a strong, affirmative answer

to that question.

They've been blessed, and they are

grateful. And so they celebrate when
anniversary time rolls around.

The famous jurist Benjamin N.

Cardozo, when officiating at a wedding

in 1931, said: "Three great mysteries

there are in the lives of mortal beings:

the mystery of birth at the beginning;

the mystery of death at the end; and,

greater than either, the mystery of love.

^ Everything that is most precious in life is

a form of love."

Thinking back on love and marriage

from an anniversary perspective can

indeed produce inspiring words. But
anniversary time also opens the reflective

mind to the real struggles any marriage

project entails.

Marriage takes a lot of work. How
satisfying, therefore, to look back with

gratitude at the whole project when

Ei

any anniversary of an intact marriage

is celebrated!

Anniversaries unlock the sorrows

together with the joys and, as most

anniversary celebrants will smilingly

admit, the joys redeem the sorrows

every time.

That's the way it has been for Martie

and Bob Gillin, friends ofmine since high

school days. I was in the seminary when
they were married, but I've officiated at

the weddings offive oftheir children and

assisted at the funeral of one son.

Martie and Bob heard a priest say

to them in the opening "exhortation" in

their own wedding ceremony in 1957

that their fiiture "with its hopes and

disappointments, its successes and its

failures, its pleasures and its pains, its

joys and its sorrows, is hidden from

your eyes. You know that these elements

are mingled in every life, and are to be

expected in your own."

All those elements have been part of

the Gillin family experience.

So with Martie and Bob in mind

as they celebrate their 50thh this year,

I repeat words from a song that I

incorporated into the homily I gave at the

wedding of their son Steve and his bride

Leslie in 1999.

The words are from the song
"Voyage," by Johnny Duhan:

Looking

Around

JESUIT FATHER
WILLIAM J.

BYRON
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"Life is an ocean/ and love is a boat

/In froubled waters,/ it keeps you afloat./

When we started the voyage,/ there was

just me and you./ Gathered around us,/

we now have a crew."

The "crew" of family gives us the

security and support we need on our

transit through life. What a joy it is to

have the crew gather round for those

anniversary celebrations that come in

the evening of life when the voyage is

closer to the end than to the beginning,

and, thanks be to God, the marriage is

still afloat!

The crew members — the children

and grandchildren — get both example

and instruction from parents who agree

to renew their vows in their presence at

the anniversary celebration. That's an

opportunity not to be missed.

The "for better or worse, richer

or poorer, in sickness and health"

dimensions of the marriage commitment

with its "until death do us part" declaration

constitute powerful prose that holds the

promise of additional anniversary joy for

generations to come.

A 'Good Samaritan' or

an enabler?
Thin, tenuous line exists between

generosity and enabling

Our

Turn

Here's a dilemma not just for young
adults but for any Christian passing a

homeless man on the street: What's the

right thing to do?

If he reeks of alcohol and stares at

you cross-eyed, do you still give him a

buck? Or is that enabling his addiction?

I threw out that question to my
readers of Beyond Blue (my blog on

Beliefhet.com) and I discussed it on the

Catholic Channel of Sirius radio, inviting

people to call in with their opinions.

Some listeners said that it is not our

right to judge a person's intentions. We
give out of generosity and kindness and,

if those we give to buy drugs or alcohol

our gift, it's on their conscience. It's

between them and God. We have done
the right thing.

Others said that, after being taken

advantage of numerous times, they have

I decided to give only to organizations —
non-profits known to be good stewards

of donations.

But there was a third group that came
up with creative solutions to the problem.

One man said he and his wife tithe five

percent to their church. They then tithe

another five percent to persons who are

working very hard for cash.

They will tip waiters two or three

times the average amount (50-to-60

percent) to reward their work. Another

woman said that she walks around

giving away coupons from McDonalds
or Whole Foods.

The bigger problem for me in

all this is that I find the line between

enabling/codependency and generosity/

compassion to be very thin and tenuous.

A few summers ago I met a woman
at a bookstore who needed exfra cash,

so I hired her daughter to be a mother's

helper (My son David was just a baby.)

But it ended up a raw deal for me.

I got to baby sit the clerk's daughter

She was unable to assist with any

caretaking of David, and I paid the clerk

five bucks an hour to take care of her

daughter

Ifthis were an isolated event, I could

chock it up as a bad experience. But I

consistently get myself into these messes

in an attempt to be compassionate, to be

the Good Samaritan in Luke's Gospel.

When two guys knock on my door trying

to sell me a subscription of Parenting

magazine for three times the cost of the

THERESEJ.
BORCHARD
CNS COLUMNIST

cover price, I have difficulty saying no.

They look at me with droopy, puppy-

dog eyes while telling me that they aspire

to have the good life that I have.

"It's a scam," my husband Eric

says, telling the solicitors to get lost

with absolutely no guilt. But Eric wasn't

raised by the Sisters of Charity; he's not

afraid of being the self-absorbed Levite

in the parable of the Good Samaritan.

I, on the other hand, have a bit of

baggage in this area.

I used to be able to give generously,

asking nothing in return. But then I built

some boundaries. Today I give when it

feels good and right.

Ifa woman who is high as a kite begs

me for three bucks because she has just

had a bad accident and my gut says that

she is being less than contrite, I spend the

money on coffee instead.

Although I want to be the Good
Samaritan as often as possible, I also

want to be sincere — and sincerity and

enabling/codependency don't mix well.

Benedictine

monasteries: Models

of redeemed creation

The Human
Side

FATHER EUGENE
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Pope Benedict XVI suggests in his

latest book "Jesus of Nazareth" that we
see the beauty ofBenedictine monasteries

as a model of redeemed creation. What
does he mean by this?

As a young priest. Pope Benedict was

deeply influenced by the Benedictines.

Because of his contact with them, he was

far ahead of the Second Vatican Council in

developing meaningful liturgical practices.

One of the most revered traditions of

the Benedictines is their liturgy. Anyone
who has experienced Benedictine

liturgy's melodious chant carmot help but

agree that it points to the wonderment of

God, beautifully lifting minds and hearts

to heavenly thoughts. Even the liturgy's

sacred quietness encourages us to turn

from outside distractions and listen to

God's voice within ourselves.

Noted liturgist Father Romano
Guardini says the Benedictine liturgy

fosters the stillness the world desperately

needs: "Tranquility of the itmer life, the

quiet at the depths of its hidden streams.

It is a collected, total presence, a being

'all there,' receptive, alert, ready. ... It is

when the soul abandons the restlessness

of purposefiil activity."

The tranquility of which Father

Guardini speaks is the foundation of

peace, and peace, according to St.

Thomas Aquinas, is one of the main

qualities of love. Peace is also the

foundation of a redeemed world.

The Benedictine tradition emphasizes

meditation and prayer Two words in

particular help us to understand their

meaning: ruminating and pondering.

The image of the ruminant animal

quietly chewing its cud was used in

antiquity as a symbol of the Christian

pondering the word of God. And
Christians have always seen a scriptural

invitation to ponder in the example of

the Virgin Mary "pondering in her heart"

what she saw and heard of Christ.

For us, these images are a reminder

that we must take in the word ofGod and

while gently repeating it to ourselves,

allow it to interact with our thoughts, our

hopes, our memories, our desires.

In pointing to Benedictinemonasteries

as models ofredeemed life. Pope Benedict

implies that much of today's life reflects

the opposite of redemption: brutality,

slander, corruption and chaos. Their

continual barrage destroys peace of

mind, often shattering the human spirit's

ability to reflect on what is sacred.

The pope points us to one of the

most valuable means we have for living

Christ's redemption on earth: peaceful

environments for prayer and meditation.

The end result of these is the heavenly

wisdom needed to combat the forces of

chaos that are antithetical to redemption.
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SEPTEMBER 21 & 22, 2007

CHAKI^OTTE CONVENTION CENTER

Free and open to the public signing for Hearing impaired

www«OoEucharlst-com

FRIDAY EVENING 7 PM
• Concert of Sacred Music

• Keynote Speaker

• Catholic Shops

SATURDAY 9 AM -6:30 PM
Eucharistic Procession through Uptown Charlotte

Holy Hour - Homilist - Bishop William Curlin

Eucharistic Adoration

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Vigil Mass @ 4:30 pm -Homilist Bishop Peter J. Jugis

General Track Speakers

Registration for

Children's Track is open.

www.GoEucharist.com

Hispanic Track Speakers

Children's Track

Middle School Track

High School Track

Music

Catholic Shops
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Big hearts

in Brevard
Small mountain

parish fosters large

endoument goal

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

BREVARD — Tucked
away in the mountains of

Transylvania County, Sacred

Heart Church in Brevard is

home to about 1,500 Catholics.

One might think that a

relatively small parish would

be content with an active

parish council, enough funds

to maintain the church and a

few outreach committees. But

in less than five years. Sacred

Heart Church parishioners

have donated nearly $1 million

to the parish's planned giving

and endowment programs.

An endowment is a

permanent fund in which
the principal is never used.

The income from the interest

generated may be used in

accordance with the wishes

See GIVING, page 6
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Perspectives

Father Dietzen discusses

baptizing the deceased;

Father Catoir reveals the

rewards of forgiveness
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Divided by laws and land

CNS PHOTO Br Rafael Crisostomo, El Pregonero

Diego Lino stands with his children, Jonathan, 12, Judith, 5, Juliana, 5, and Britzy, 6, during a press conference and prayer

service on the plaza at the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington July 1 7. Dozens gathered to speak out for families across the

United States whom they say are being torn apart by deportation. -

Families^ human

rights report tell stories

behind deportations

BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON —
Children wearing T-shirts

reading"Bom in the USA, Don't

take my mommy, daddy away"

talked knowledgeably about

deportation to reporters on the

plaza at the Supreme Court July

17, explaining what happens

when family members are sent

away to another country.

The same day, Human
Rights Watch issued a report

estimating that 1.6 million

children and adults, including

perhaps 540,000 U.S. citizens,

have had a family member
deported since a 1996 law

reclassified many minor crimes

as deportable offenses and

eliminated judicial discretion

in waiving the penalty.

Joshua James, 9, from
Jersey City, N.J., was 6 when

See STORIES, page 9

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis stands outside St. Joseph Church in Charlotte before its

dedication Mass May 2, 2004. The church was one of four missions elevated to

parish status in the Diocese of Charlotte July 1 , 2007.
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A diocese on the rise
Bishop ]ugis elevates four missions to parish status

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Four
missions in the Diocese of

Charlotte Have recently been

elevated to parish status.

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Church and St. Joseph Church

in Charlotte, St Joseph Church

in Kannapolis and Our Lady of

the Americas Church in Biscoe-

Candor were designated as

parishes July 1

.

In early 2007, Bishop
Peter J. Jugis commissioned

a study to determine which of

the 23 missions in the diocese

might be ready for parish

status. The study, conducted

by the diocesan planning

office, took into consideration

the missions' registered

households, JVlass attendance

and recommendations from

the diocesan strategic plan.

"The study pointed to four

missions as being ready to be

elevated to parish status," said

See PARISHES, page 5

Around the Diocese

Students clean, pray; Sisters of

Mercy reconfigure

I I
PAGE 4

Hands raised in faitti

Study: Hispanics drawn to

charismatic churches

I
PAGE 8

Clarifying

the church's

teachings
Document on nature of

church aimed at Catholics,

U.S. cardinal says

BY DAN MORRIS-YOUNG
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

SAN FRANCISCO —
The recent Vatican document

emphasizing that only the

Catholic Church possesses

the fullness of the means for

See CHURCH, page 7

Culture Watch

Project for imprisoned moms;

actor visits Catholic school

. I PAGES 10-11
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In Brief
Current and upcomina topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

CATHOLIC CONNECTIONS

CMS PHOTO BY Reni Newsphotos, courtesy of Basiuw of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception

President Lyndon B. Johnson and Lady Bird Joiinson pose with daughter Luci, a convert to Catholicism,

before her Aug. 6, 1 966, wedding at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception

in Washington.

President, Lady Bird Johnson had

long association with Catholics
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Lady

Bird Johnson, an Episcopalian, died just

after a Catholic priest finished reciting

the litany of the saints with her family at

her bedside in Austin, Texas.

This ecumenical interaction July 1

1

was not unusual for the former first lady

or for her husband, former President

Lyndon B. Johnson, a member of the

Disciples of Christ.

Their closest Catholic relationship

was with their daughter, Luci Baines

Johnson Turpin. It was Turpin who called

Paulist Father Robert Scott of St. Austin

Church in Austin, Texas to come to the

LBJ Ranch when it became clear her

mother was close to death.

Father Scott has known Turpin

and her family for 25 years. He said

Johnson attended every first Communion,
confirmation and graduation for her

Catholic grandchildren.

And when Turpin's daughter,

Nicole Nugent, was preparing for her

confirmation, Johnson invited the whole

class out to the LBJ Ranch for a retreat.

In the shock and confusion following

the assassination of the nation's first and

only Catholic president, John F. Kennedy,

Lyndon Johnson took the oath of office as

chief executive Nov. 22, 1963, placing

his hand on a Catholic Bible aboard Air

Force One.

Like Kennedy before him, Johnson

seemed to be popular among Catholics.

A Gallup Poll in 1963 said nine out of

10 Catholics questioned said they would

vote for President Johnson, a Democrat,

over Republican Sen. Barry Goldwater in

a presidential election.

Johnson's association with Catholics

dates back to his vice presidency, when he

met with Pope John XXIII. Luci Johnson

converted to Catholicism at age 18; she

was the first daughter of a president to

marry in a Catholic ishurch. Her marriage

at the National Shrine of the Immaculate

Conception also marked the first time a

president had visited the church.

According to the 1982 book "The

Politician: The Life and Times ofLyndon
Johnson," Luci encouraged her father to

pray to her "little monks" at St. Dominic
Church in Washington when he was
worried about the progress of the war
in Vietnam.

President Johnson was known for

making nocturnal visits to Washington

area churches, such as St. Dominic, during

his presidency. He also occasionally

attended Mass at St. Francis Xavier

Catholic Church in Stonewall, Texas,

when he was at his ranch.

He would typically attend a second,

Protestant service on the same day.

When President Johnson met with

Pope Paul VI, he asked him to pray for

U.S. efforts for world peace. The pope

did so, and also prayed for the U.S.

leader's quick recovery after his 1965

gall bladder operation.

When he died, several Catholic

leaders spoke highly of the former

president.

Upon hearing ofLady Bird Johnson's

death, Austin Bishop Gregory Aymond
honored the lifelong environmentalist by

saying she was "truly a Texas treasure."

"She found and spread God's beauty

in the simplicity of wildflowers and

nature," he said. "In faith, we trust she is

resting in comfort in the Lord's garden."

Bishops to discuss efforts to end war in Iraq

with House Democrats
WASHINGTON (CNS)— The U.S.

bishops have agreed to meet with a group

of Catholic House Democrats to discuss

how to pursue the goal of a "responsible

transition" to end the war in Iraq.

They also reiterated their call for

members of Congress and the Bush
administration to break the political

stalemate in Washington and "forge

bipartisan policies on ways to bring

about a responsible transition and an end

. to the war."

"The current situation in Iraq is

unacceptable and unsustainable," wrote

Bishop Thomas G. Wenski of Orlando,

Fla., chairman ofthe bishops' Committee
on International Policy, in a July 17 letter

to Rep. Tim Ryan, D-Ohio.

Bishop Wenski 's letterwas a response

to a June 28 letter Ryan wrote to Bishop

Wenski and Bishop William S. Skylstad

of Spokane, Wash., USCCB president.

Ryan's letter on behalf of himself and 13

other Catholic House Democrats, urged

the bishops to increase their involvement

in efforts to end the war in Iraq.

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

CANDLER — Preston Smith will perform

a free Organ Concert at St. Joan of Arc
Church, 768 Asbury Rd., Aug. 7 at 7 p.m. A
reception will follow; For more information,

call Andrew Huska at (828) 285-9678 or e-mail

eahuska@charter.net.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — The St. Matthew Summer
Bible Institute will take place Aug. 6-10, 9:30

a.m.- 12:30 p.m. in the New Life Center banquet

room of St. Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne

Commons Pkwy. Susan Brady will present

"Bom From Above," based on the Gospel of

John. To register, call (704) 541-8362, ext. 4.

CHARLOTTE— Brad Jones and David Miller,

seminarians for the Diocese of Charlotte, will

present various topics in Wednesdays with Brad

and David. All sessions meet 7-8:30 p.m. in the

reception room at St. Vincent de Paul Church,

6828 Old Reid Rd. Miller will present "The

Five Marian Dogmas: Defending the Truths of

Christ" Aug. 1 . For more information, call the

church office at (704) 554-7088.

CHARLOTTE — The Vietnamese Cursillo of

Charlotte School of Leaders meets the second

Sunday of each month at 2:30 p.m. at St.

Thomas Aquinas Church, 1400 Suther Rd. For

more information, contact Nam Le at (704)

549-1525.

CHARLOTTE — The Young Widowed Group
meets at 7 p.m. on the second Thursday of each

monthintheFellowshipHallofSt.GabrielChurch,

3016 Providence Rd. For more information,

contact facilitator Sister Therese Galiigan at

(704) 362-5047, ext. 216.

"Throughout our nation's history

Catholics have been at the forefront

of the fight for social justice. Now, at

another critical moment, we respectfully

urge the USCCB to join with us in

mobilizing for Congress's efforts to end
the war," Ryan wrote.

Bishop Wenski said the bishops

"share your deep concern for the

dangerous and deteriorating situation

in Iraq," and would welcome the

opportunity "to meet with you and other

policymakers to discuss ways to pursue

the goal of a 'responsible transition' to

bring an end to the war."

"Too -many Iraqi and American lives

have been lost," he wrote. "Too many
Iraqi communities have been shattered.

Too many civilians have been driven

firom their homes."

He also added that church and
government officials should use their

"shared moral tradition" to guide their

dialogue with other leaders in seeking a

way to "bring about a morally responsible

end to the war."

CHARLOTTE—A Support Groupfor Caregivers

of a Family Member with Memory Loss meets

the last Monday of each month, 10-11:30 a.m.,

at St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd.

For more information, contact Suzanne Bach at

(704) 376-4135.

CHARLOTTE — The 50+ Club of St. John

Neumann Church, 8451 Idlewild Rd., meets the

second Wednesday of each month at 11 a.m.

with a program and lunch In the parish hall. For

reservations and more information, call Elaine at

(704) 847-2835.

CHARLOTTE — The Happy Timers of St. Ann
Church meet the first Wednesday of each month
with a luncheon and program at 1 p.m. in the Msgr.

Allen Center, 3635 Park Rd. All adults age 55 and

older are welcome. For more information, call

Charles Nesto at (704) 398-0879.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — First Saturday Devotions take

place on the first Saturday of each month at

Belmont Abbey Basilica, 100 Belmont-Mt.
Holly Rd. Devotion begins at 9:30 a.m. with the

recitation of the rosary, followed by reconciliation

and Mass. For more information, call Phil or Terri

at (704) 888-6050.

HICKORY VICARIATE

MORGANTON—As Christians we struggle daily

with negative emotions such as anger, anxiety and

despair. "Spirituality of the Emotions " offers an

opportunity to bring together insight, prayer and

group support in this struggle. Dr. Ronda Chervin

will present this program Wednesdays, 7:30-8:45

p.m., through Aug. 8. These fi-ee classes will meet

at St. Charles Borromeo Church, 728 West Union

St. For more information, call Dr. Chervin at

(828) 413-4624 or St. Charles Borromeo Church

at (828) 437-3108.

MORGANTON— The Cursillo Movement of

the Diocese of Charlotte is hosting a diocesan-
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FROM THE VATICAN

Cardinal calls Chinese Catholic reaction to papal

letter positive

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Vatican has not had any official comment
from the Chinese government on
Pope Benedict XVI 's letter to Chinese

Catholics, but the reaction has been

"positive from the faithful and the

bishops," said the Vatican secretary of

state.

The 55-page letter, released June 30

in Chinese, has led to "an extraordinary

movement of meditation and reflection,

especially through the Internet, by the

official patriotic community and the

clandestine community," said Cardinal

Tarcisio Bertone.

The pope's letter \irged cooperation

between Catholic commimities officially

registered with the government and those

that have continued clandestinely since

the 1950s, when the Chinese government

began closing churches.

While the papal letter criticized

Chinese government limits on church

activities, it also invited civil authorities

wide Grand Ultreya at Steel Creek Parka and

Campgrounds Sept. 29, 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis will celebrate Mass at 12

p.m. Please bring covered dish and a 2-liter drink.

Other events include guitar music, group reunion,

spiritual talks, and hiking/nature trails for children.

For more information and directions, call Kathy

Hack at (704) 548-1834.

HENDERSONVILLE — The Widows Lunch
Bunch, sponsored by Immaculate Conception

Church, meets at a different restaurant on
the first Wednesday of each month at 11:30

a.m. Reservations are necessary. For more
information and reservations, call Joan Keagle at

(828) 693-4733.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
SALISBURY — Our Lady Rosary Makers of

Sacred Heart Church, 128 N. Fulton St., are

making cord rosaries for the missions and the

military. The group meets the first Tuesday of

each month in the church office conference room,

10-11 a.m. For more information, call Cathy

Yochim at (704) 636-6857 or Joan Kaczmarezyk
at (704) 797-8405.

MOORESVILLE— A Support Groupfor Parents

Who Have Lost a Child of any Age meets the

second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at St.

Therese Church, 217 Brawley School Rd. We draw
strength fi-om others' experience of loss and grief

For more information, call Joy at (704) 664-3992.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY— A Charismatic Prayer Group meets
Fridays at 3:30 p.m. in the Glenmary House of

St. William Church, 765 Andrews Rd. join us for

praise music, witaess, teaching, prayers and laying

on ofhands for those in need. For more details, call

Gery Dashner at (828) 494-2683.

to open a new dialogue on several key

issues, including the appointment of

bishops.

The letter, said Cardinal Bertone, was
an attempt to demonstrate "confidence

in the Chinese people and in their

government so that they would reconsider

a bit their position toward the Catholic

Church, which wants to work for the

good of the Chinese people."

The cardinal also said that the

pope tried to tap into and build on a

Chinese cultural sensitivity to moral

questions that comes from Confucianism.

From the viewpoint of its moral code,

Confucianism has roots that are close to

Christianity's, he said.

The Catholic Church wants to build

on the strong moral code emphasized

by traditional Chinese culture, showing

how Christianity emphasizes not only

correct behavior, but also solidarity, love

and forgiveness, which benefit the entire

society, he said.

WAYNESVILLE — Adult Education Classes

are held the first three Wednesday evenings

of each month beginning at 6:45 p.m. in the

St. John the Evangelist Church Social Hall,

234 Church St. For more information, call

Charles Luce at (828) 648-7369 or e-mail

luce54@aol.com.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — A course on Natural

Family Planning will begin Aug. 19, 1:30-

3:30 p.m. at St. Leo the Great Church, 335

Springdale Ave. Class dates are Aug. 19,

Sept. 16, Oct. 21 and Nov. 18. The Sympto-

Thermal Method ofNFP is safe and medically

proven 99.9% effective. Couples with marginal

fertility will also benefit from working
with their natural mutual fertility instead of

against it. Call Todd and Stephanie Brown at

(336) 765-2909 for more information.

CLEMMONS — Holy Family Church, 4820

Kinnamon Rd., has eucharistic adoration each

Thursday, 9:30 a.m.-9 p.m. For more details,

call Donna at (336) 940-2558 or Carole at

(336) 766-4530.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing
Companions is a grief support group for the

bereaved that meets the first and third Thursdays

ofthe month in conference room B at St. Leo the

Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave. For fiirther

details, call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

Is your parish sponsoring a free event open to

the general public? Deadline for all submissions

for the Diocesan Planner is 15 days prior to

desired publication date. Submit in writing to

l<aevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
, J

calendar
Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

July 29— 11 a.m.

installation of Father Francis Cancro as pastor

Queen of Apostles Church, Belmont

Aug. 4— 9 a.m.

Mass for Crossroads Walkers

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Aug. 5— 12:30 p.m.

Holy Sepulchre Scrolls Mass
St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Aug. 6— 6 p.m.

Seminarian and priests' reception

Bishop's residence, Chariotte

Aug. 9— 5 p.m.

Serra International Convention opening Mass

Atlanta, Ga.

Aug. 10— 10 a.m.

Finance council meeting

Pastoral Center, Chariotte

Aug. 10— 2 p.m.

Vocation Discernment Day Mass

St. Dorothy Church, Lincolnton

Aug. 10— 7:30 p.m.

Couples for Christ National Conference

Westin Hotel, Chariotte

Vatican spokesman: Pope concelebrates

daily Mass using current missal
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

Benedict XVI concelebrates his daily

morning Mass in Italian using the current

edition of the Roman Missal, the Vatican

spokesman said.

Claims that the pope celebrates his

private Mass using the Tridentine rite

are incorrect, Jesuit Father Federico

Lombardi said July 17.

The Tridentine Mass is the Latin-

language liturgy that predates the Second

Vatican Council; it was last revised in the

1962 edition of the Roman Missal.

Less than 10 days after Pope Benedict

July 7 issued his letter and norms providing

greater opportunity for the celebration

of the Tridentine Mass, news reports

claimed Pope Benedict already had been

celebrating the old rite privately.

"The confusion probably was caused

by our footage of the pope celebrating

facing the altar, which is due to the fact

that the altar is against the wall" in the

private chapel of the Apostolic Palace,

Father Lombardi said.

With the altar against the wall,

the concelebrants in the private chapel

end- up having their backs toward the

congregation during the eucharistic

prayer. The congregation at the morning

Mass generally is made up of the pope's

valet and the consecrated women who
staff the papal apartment.

The images Father Lombardi
referred to were released by the Vatican

to coincide with celebrations of Pope

Benedict's 80th birthday April 16. Father

Lombardi heads the Vatican Television

Center, which produced the footage, as

well as serving as director of the Vatican

press office and Vatican Radio.

Father Lombardi also said the fact

that the pope's two private secretaries

concelebrate the Mass with him each

morning "obviously means he is using

the new Missal," since the Tridentine

Mass strictly limits concelebration.

At public Masses with an interna-

tional congregation. Pope Benedict uses

the post-Vatican II Mass with most of the

prayers in Latin. However, on occasions

such as the feast of the Body and Blood

of Christ, which is considered a Rome
diocesan celebration although there is

an international congregation, the pope

recites the prayers in Italian.

'To nourish the spirit'

CNS PHOTO BY L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO VIA ReJIERS

Pope Benedict XVI admires the scenery in Lorenzago di Cadore, Italy, July 23. The

pope is on vacation in the Alps untilJuly 27.

"Before this scenery ofmeadows, forests andpeaks reaching toward the sky, the desire

to praise Godfor the marvels ofhis works rises spontaneouslyfrom the soul and our

admiration of this natural beauty easily transforms itself into prayer, " said Pope

Benedict July 16. "Every good Christian " knows that a vacation is a time not onlyfor

physical relaxation, but also "to nourish the spirit through greater spaceforprayer and

meditation, to grow in apersonal relationship with Christ and to conform oneselfever

more closely to his teaching.
"

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, Vatican spokesman, told reporters in Lorenzago di

Cadore that Pope Benedict was spending most of his vacation time working on the

next volume ofhis book, "Jesus ofNazareth. " FatherLombardi said thepope also was

spending time on his next encyclical, which, like "Deus Caritas Est " ("God Is Love "),

wouldfocus on a topic related to Catholic social teaching. He said, however, that the

encyclical was still in the earliest stages ofdevelopment.

DIOCESAN REQUIREMENTS FOR REPORTING MINISTRY-RELATED SEXUAL ABUSE
OF A MINOR

Any individual liaving actual knowledge of or reasonable cause to suspect an incident of ministry-related sexual

abuse is to immediately report ttie incident to the Chancery.

The Chancery will then report the incident to the proper civil authorities. The individual reporting the incident to the

Chancery will be notified of the particulars regarding the Chancery's filing of the incident with civil authorities.

This reporting requirement is not intended to supersede the right of an individual to mal<e a report to civil authority,

but is to ensure proper, complete and timely reporting. Should an individual choose to make a report to civil authority,

a report is still to be made to the Chancery.
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HEART AT WORK

Courtesy Photo

Catholic Heart Workcamp volunteers spruce up the front porch at House of Mercy in Belmont July 2-3.

Students volunteer at House ofMercy
BELMONT — Middle school

students from four states recently

made a difference at House of Mercy
in Belmont.

The students traveled from Delaware,

Louisiana, South Carolina and Tennessee

to participate in the Catholic Heart

Workcamp held at Charlotte Catholic

High School. The Orlando, Fla.-based

workcamp provides teens opportunities

to carry out service projects during the

weeklong camp held at locations around

the country.

During the week in Charlotte,

the group camped at House of Mercy
July 2-3, where they cleaned windows
and walls.

House of Mercy was established in

1991 by the Sisters of Mercy to provide

compassionate 24-hour nursing care to

persons living with advanced AIDS/
After the cleanup, the students

learned about the ministry and visited

with residents.

The staff and residents were grateful

for the students' hard work and interest.

"Thanks to the Catholic Heart

Workcamp volunteers who contributed

'heart work' to House of Mercy,"
said Marjorie Storch, director of

development.

Since its founding in 1991, 238 men
and women have made House of Mercy
their home.

Sisters of Mercy approve governance

plan for new community
CINCINNATI — Approximately

500 sisters recently assembled to set

goals for the newest community of the

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas.

Approximately 500 Sisters of
Mercy from 18 states, Guam and
Jamaica gathered at Xavier University

in Cincinnati July 26-28 to approve

a governance plan for the new South

Central Community.

The new community— comprised of

more than 750 sisters, 590 associates and

one Companion in Mercy from regional

communities based in Baltimore, Md.; St.

Louis, Mo.; Cincinnati, Ohio; Jamaica;

Guam; and Belmont, N.C. — will

become official Sept. 1,'2008.

The governance plan signifies an

important step in the reconfiguration

process for the sisters, as it establishes

structures and processes for the new
community.

With fewer sisters than in years

past, the Institute of Sisters of Mercy
of the Americas in 2001 announced
plans to gather 25 regional communities

and missions into six communities to

strengthen their ministries and mission.

Mercy Sisters and associates based

in Buffalo, N.Y.; Erie and Pittsburgh,

Pa.; Rochester, N.Y.; and the Philippines

assembled in Buffalo July 20 to announce

they are forming The New York,

Pennsylvania, Pacific West Community.

That new community will become
official Jan. 1

.

By restructuring, the Sisters ofMercy
will develop strategies for combining

and using their resources to better serve

persons suffering from poverty, lack of

education and insufficient health care,

according to a press release.

The Institute of the Sisters of Mercy
is an international community ofCatholic

women religious vowed to serve people

who suffer from poverty, sickness and

lack of education with a special concern

for women and children.

The institute includes more than

4,400 members and 2,800 associates

who serve in North, South and Central

America, the Caribbean, Guam, and the

Philippines.

Members of the South Central

Community will gather in July 2008 to

elect leadership and set new goals.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the

Sisters of Mercy in North Carolina, visit

www.mercync.org.

Rallying around the rosary

CouRTBSY Photo

Seanna, Mariah, Stephen, Matthew, Mercedes and Michaela Dalley are

pictured infirst Communion attire during the Semi-annual Rosary Rally at St.

Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte May 20. The 33-year-old tradition included

recitation ofthe rosary, a eucharistic procession and Benediction. It is held in

January to commemorate Respect Life Month and in May, as the month ofMay

is devoted to Mary and is traditionally celebrated with a crowning andpraying

ofthe rosary.

The youths above took part in the event by helping to carry a float of the

Virgin Mary during a Marian procession, by throwing rose petals before the

monstrance during a eucharisticprocession, and by serving as altar servers.

race
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Ashevliles Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-armngements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

1 40 1 Patron Ave. 72 Long Slioals Road

.^sheville, NC Aiden, NC
(828) 252-3535 (828) 687-3530

Abbotswood Senior Living]

Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^H
reputation of over 1 8 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1 - and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- DeUcious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals withNO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOISVMDOD
at Irving ftarie

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

1^1 3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Four missions elevated to

parish status in diocese

PARISHES, from page 1

George Cobb, diocesan planning director.

All four ofthe new parishes began as

missions that were to serve immigrants

to the diocese, primarily Hispanic and

Vietnamese. Keeping with the diocese's

policy ofnot creating "national" parishes

- parishes exclusive to one nationality or

culture - the four new parishes are to be

territorial, with membership consisting

of all Catholics within the parish's

geographical boundaries.

St. Joseph Church in Charlotte will

serve the Steele Creek community, while

OurLady ofGuadalupe Church will serve

primarily northwestern Mecklenburg

County. St. Joseph Church in Karmapolis

will serve the entire Karmapolis area.

Our Lady ofAmericas Church will serve

Catholics in Montgomery County.

In the Diocese of Charlotte, parishes

must have sufficient numbers of faithfiil

to carry out the mission of the church

and have the financial capabilities of

maintaining themselves.

Other factorsmay include geographic

considerations and whether there are a

sufficient number of priests to staff the

parish, now and in the future.

The pastor, the canonical head of

a parish, is charged by the bishop to

exercise pastoral care of the community

entrusted to him.

In a letter to the new pastors. Bishop

Jugis told them they would "direct the

liturgical and spiritual life of the parish."

"As pastor . . . you will carry out the

functions of teaching, sanctifying and

governing the faithful under the authority

of the diocesan bishop," wrote Bishop

Jugis. "The model for your pastoral

ministry is the Good Shepherd himself,

Jesus Christ."

Bishop Jugis instructed the pastors

to ensure that all parishioners — adults

and children alike— are taught the truths

of the faith; that evangelization occurs

within and outside the chiirch; and that

the faithful are encouraged to "promote

the spirit of the Gospel through works of

charity and social justice."

The new parishes will be working

with the diocesan plarming and finance

offices to establish pastoral and finance

councils, ifthey don't akeady have them.

These councils will advise the pastors

concerning policies and pastoral matters

of the parishes.

"The laity are charged with
cooperating with the leadership and

direction of the new pastors in carrying

out Christ's mission in the Diocese of

Charlotte," said Cobb.

Cultural catechesis

Our Lady of Guadalupe and St.

Joseph churches in Charlotte began

as cultural centers for Hispanic and

SPACE IS LIMITED— CALL TODAY

1

MLKMERE JESUS WALKED ON A

DI0CES.4N-SP0NS0RED PILGRIMAGE TO

THEHOLYLAND
November 6-15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation andPastor, St Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic forth

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily Mass at many of the

historical sites of ourfoith.

Highlights include:

- Tiberias, Ml Carmel, Sea of Galilee area

- Mt Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boyhood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Joitian

- Jerusalem area: Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane,

Via Dolorosa, Lord's Tomb at Church of the Holy Sepulchre,

Mount Zion, Upper Room, Donnition Abbey, Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,499 from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels and

all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Young men carry the statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe dow/n the aisle during the dedication Mass of Our

Lady of the Americas Church in Biscoe in June 25, 2006, Our Lady of the Americas Church was one of

four missions recently elevated to parish status in the Diocese of Charlotte.

Vietnamese populations, respectively.

Formerly known as the Catholic

Hispanic Center, Our Lady ofGuadalupe

was dedicated by then-Bishop William

G. Curlin in June 2002. At the time, the

facility was regularly packed for each of

its seven weekend Masses.

Calling the facility a positive step

forward for both Hispanics and the

Catholic Church, Vincentian Father

Vincent Finnerty, pastor, said in 2002

that plans were already in the works

to expand the facility to accommodate

population growth.

There were only about 20 Vietnamese

Catholic families in Charlotte in the early

1980s. By the late 1990s, there were

1,500 Vietnamese attending Mass at the

newly acquired cultural center under the

patronage of St. Joseph.

Bishop Jugis dedicated a new
22,300-square-foot facility in May 2004,

to serve the more than 9,000 Vietnamese

in the area.

"The church allows Charlotte's

Vietnamese community to have a place of

worship, a place of education for young

people and a place for us to preserve the

mother language, tradition and morals of

our culture," Father Tan Van Le, pastor,

said in 2004.

Both Otjr Lady oftheAmericas Church

in Biscoe-Candor and St. Joseph Church in

Karmapolis were mission churches with

predominantly Hispanic populations.

In the late 1980s, Oblate Father

Gerard Clarke, then-chaplain at the

Hispanic Center of Charlotte, became

administrator of the new Our Lady of

the Americas Mission in Biscoe, then a

mission ofOur Lady ofthe Aimunciation

Church in Albemarle.

Thousands of immigrants, many
from Mexico, have moved to the area

since then, prompting the construction

of a new 24,000-square-foot facility

dedicated by Bishop Jugis in June 2006.

The emphasis on community is strong

in the parish, with ethnic lines disappearing

in a cooperative effort involving both

Hispanic and Anglo parishioners.

Sixteen parishioners comprised the

original parish in Karmapolis in 1954.

As the area and its industry grew, so did

the number of local Catholics. In August

1969, the St. Joseph community became

a mission of St. James the Greater

Church in Concord.

By 2001, more than 500 Hispanic

families were worshipping regularly

at the mission and then-Bishop Curlin

dedicated a larger facility that year. By
2005, the congregation had a ratio of

three Hispanics to one Anglo.

A bilingual staff, including

Redemptorist Father Alvaro Riquelme,

pastor, helps bridge the gap between the

Hispanic and Anglo parishioners.

The four new parishes are a positive

sign ofthe constant growth in the Diocese

of Charlotte, which includes more than

150,000 registered parishioners at 92

parishes and missions.

Bishop Jugis is continuing to study

additional areas of the diocese where

new parishes may be justified.

Join us on a Pilgrimage to

CLASSIC ITALY
with Father RogerArnsparger, pastor of

St. Michael Church, Gastonia and

Rev. Mr. Art Kingsley, deacon at St. Barnabas, Arden

October 30 - November 9, 2007

Special highlights include Mass daily plus escorted visits to Padua, Venice,

Bologna, Florence, Sienna, Assisi and a Papal Audience in Rome!

Price including air fare and airport taxes from Charlotte, hotels, most meals,

admission fees: $3,072.

Space is limited! Call today: 206 Tours at 800-206-8687 or group
coordinator Nick Grasberger at grasbergjr@belIsouth.net.

(This is a privately sponsored trip, not affiliated with the Diocese of Charlotte.)

u
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Teaching stewards Down Under

STEWARDSHIP
July 27, 2007

mm
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Jim Kelley, director of the diocesan development office, addresses parish leaders in the Archdiocese of

Brisbane, Australia, June 1 6.

Diocesan development director speaks .to

bishopSy parishes in Australia

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Jim Kelley,

director of the diocesan development

office, recently spent four weeks in

Australia teaching parishes how to foster

stewardship programs.

Kelley, who also serves as chairman

ofthe International Catholic Stewardship

Council, gave 60 talks at stewardship

events in several cities. He addressed

more than 2,000 people, mostly bishops,

priests and parish leaders.

The Brisbane Archdiocesan
Stewardship Support Committee and the

Diocese of WoUongong co-sponsored

Kelley's visit, titled.

"Stewardship is a relatively new
concept in Australia, even though it is

mentioned in the Bible," said Kelley. "The

parishes were very excited about the idea

of stewardship— it's a new lens for them

to view their Christian life through."

Kelley has spoken on the subject

of stewardship at nearly 90 dioceses in

the United States. In 2004, he made a

two-and-a-half week speaking tour of

Australia.

During his most recent visit, Kelley

spoke on 17 different topics, including,

"How to start a stewardship program in

your parish," "Stewardship as a way of

life," "Stewardship in action" and "How
stewardship changes parish life."

"The audience members were excited

about the concept of stewardship," he

said. "It's going to change the Catholic

Church in Australia."

Kelley said stewardship in U.S.

dioceses received a considerable boost

when the U.S. bishops issued the

1992 pastoral letter, "Stewardship: A
Disciple's Response."

"The letter advocated that

stewardship be made a priority in all

parishes," Kelley said.

In 2004, the Australian bishops

issued the Oceania edition of
"Stewardship: A Disciple's Response."

Oceania is comprised of Australia, New
Zealand, Papua New Guinea and the

islands of the South Pacific.

"Stewardship can transform the

life of a parish and the lives of its

parishioners," said Kelley. "It encourages

a spiritual conversion to a more Christian

way of life."

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on promoting steward-

ship as a way of life in your parish, contact

Barbara Gaddy, associate director of develop-

ment, at (704) 370-3302 or visit www.charlot-

tediocese.org/stewardship.

Join Your Catholic Chaplain Fr. Mathew

Hawaii Cruise
15-Day Vacation Departs April 12, 2008

Travel with other Roman Catholics including your YMT Chaplain Father Mathew Kappalumakkel.

This will be Father Mathew's third trip as a YMT Chaplain. He is Associate Pastor at St. Mary's

Star of the Sea in Unionville, CT, You'll depart April 12, 2008, and visit the beautiful Hawaiian

Islands during their spectacular spring-time, with flowers all in bloom! This 15-day vacation

includes a 10-day cruise on NCL's Pride of Aloha with four hotel nights in Waikiki, with an

included Honolulu city tour. Aboard ship visit Kahului, Maui; Hilo, Hawaii; Nawiliwili, Kauai;

Lahaina, Maui; and Kona, Hawaii. Complete prices start from only $1598 (per person/double

occupancy) and includes a flower-lei, aloha greeting, ship transfers, the 10-day cruise, four nights

hotels, Honolulu city tour, and baggage handling. Add $900 for round trip airfare from Charlotte.

Mass will be celebrated once in Honolulu and some days on ship.

$100 deposits are now due. Family & friends welcome.

For information reservations, brochure and Fr. IVIathew's letter call 7 days a week:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626
North America's First Choice for travel since 1967!

Brevard parish fosters large

endowment goal

GIVING, from page 1

of the donor organization or individual.

Once an endowment is established,

anyone may add to the fund.

"Parishioners have contributed

more than $900,000 in varying sizes

— some modest, some substantial," said

Father Carl Del Giudice, pastor. "Some
parishioners have made memorials in

honor of loved ones."

The parish now has a "living,

working corpus of fimds to provide for

ministries now and in the fixture," said

Father Del Giudice.

"We don't see it as the primary

source of our operating funds, but as a

way to augment ministries in the parish

for charitable outreach, education and

faith formation opportunities, and other

similar needs," he said.

In March 2002, then-parish finance

council chair Giles Flanagan suggested

to Father Del Giudice that the parish

begin an endowment program.

That same year. Sacred Heart Church

established the first planned giving

committee in the Diocese of Charlotte.

Shortly thereafter, the committee
embarked on an ambitious and active

campaign to build their endowments.

The Sacred Heart planned giving

committee initially set a goal to collect

$1 million by 2010. Through their

marketing campaigns, that goal will

likely be met by the end of 2007.

"Parish leaders must not be afraid to

aim high," said Flanagan. "A challenge

brings out the best in your people."

The committee uses bulletin

announcements, special mailings,

brochures and estate-planning seminars

to educate Sacred Heart parishioners

about planned-giving opportunities.

"Endowments grow the most in

parishes that activelymarket theirplarmed

giving and endowrtient programs," said

Jim Kelley, director of the diocesan

development office.

"Every Catholic church should'

aggressively move to establish an

endowment program," said Flanagan.

"Due to the constant changing and

addition of new members to the parish,

it is essential that a parish building an

endowment fund constantly advertise

this fact by using special mailings urging I

members to include the church in their s

estate planning," he said.

Kelley also said that endowment
programs do not negatively impact other

types of giving, such as weekly tithing

and special collections.

"Another aspect of an endowment
program is the fact that the diocese does

the investing and reporting," Flanagan

said. "This gives the parishes professional

expertise, simplifying administrative

work and fiand management."

The Foundation for the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Charlotte was
incorporated in 1994 to provide
endowments for the diocese and its

parishes, agencies and organizations.

Through the creation ofendowments,

the foundation provides a means to

generate fiiture and sustainable income

for Catholic entities in the diocese.

"I'm overwhelmed that our parish

is willing to commit a portion of their

estates and assets to the church," said

Father Del Giudice. "They love their

church, and this is their way ofhelping to

fulfill the church's mission."
;

'

!

WANT MORE INFO? i

For more information on the diocesan

foundation and endowments, call Jim i

Kelley at (704) 370-3301 or e-mail
\

ikkelley@charlottediocese.org. \

We are your source for homes and lots in Buck Mountain

and the beautiful moimtains of Wilkes County—

REAl. ESTATE & PROPERTYMANAGEMENT
www.huf&nanrealestate.com

Call Karen or Randy today!

Karen Huffman (336) 262-0208

Randy Huffman (336) 262-0480

karenahuffman@aol.com

MLS #50929: 2.5 acres at Buck Mountain with your

own stream-fed fishing pond in gated community.

$85,000/broker interest.

MLS #50227: 50 acres with pond, two bold streams,

pasture, elevation with views. $299,000/broker related.

MLS #50974: Renovated historic home - large rolling

lot with mountain views. Outbuildings include workshop,

playhouse. Only 1/2 mile from town.

Priced to sell: $208,000.
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Document on nature of

church aimed at Catholics

CHURCH, from page 1

salvation was created primarily as an

instructional tool for Catholics and

should not be read as a diminishing of

other faith communities, according to the

churchman who signed it.

On the contrary, said Cardinal

William J. Levada, who heads the

Congregation for the Doctrine of the

Faith which issued the document July

10, the narrative itself points out that

"outside the Catholic Church elements

of holiness and truth do exist and that

the Holy Spirit is working in those other

communities and churches as well."

D\iring a July 17 interview while

visiting San Francisco, Cardinal Levada

conmiented on his congregation's work.

Pope Benedict XVI 's recent instruction

on the Tridentine Mass, emerging themes

of the papacy and challenges facing the

universal church today.

The former archbishop of San
Francisco described as "purely
coincidental" the fact that his

congregation's document on the nature

ofthe church was made public only three

days after the pope's annoimcement of

his decision to allow broader use of the

Tridentine rite.

"Many have tried to see it as some

kind ofone-two punch," Cardinal Levada

said with a laugh, "but the truth is that it

is simply a coincidence that they were

published in such proximity."

In restoring easier access "to the

principal way of worship in the church

for more than 400 years," Pope Benedict

"expressed a great generosity" toward

those intensely devoted to the Tridentine

Mass, the cardinal told Catholic San
Francisco, the archdiocesan newspaper.

The Tridentine Mass is the Latin-

language liturgy that predates the Second

Vatican Council; it was last revised in the

1962 edition of the Roman Missal.

The papal directive "was not

primarily aimed at the United States,"

he said, adding that he feels it will have

more impact in France, Germany and

Switzerland and little effect in Latin

America or Italy.

Turning to the doctrinal
congregation's recent "Responses to

Some Questions Regarding Certain

Aspects of the Doctrine on the Church,"

the cardinal said it addresses five

questions about the nature of the church

"and all five are a commentary on Vatican

II documents."

"It has the advantage of collecting

all that has happened since Vatican II

up to the present time" and explaining

how church articulation of its own nature

as well as its views of other Christian

communities have developed, he added.

You 're Invited!

Room At The Inn's

Thirteenth Annual Fundraising Banquet

Charlotte Convention Center

Thursday, October 11, 2007

Featured Speaker

FOX News Channel's

Judge

Andrew P. Napolitano

Judge Napolitano appears daily on The Big Story with

John Gibson, co-hosts FOXand Friends once a week and

is a regular on The O'Reilly Factor. A graduate of Notre Dame Law School, he is

informative, entertaining and absolutely pro-life!

Registration/Reception, 5:30 pm— Seating for Dinner, 6:30 pm
** Reservations are FREE, but required.

To make a reservation or to host a table of 8, contact Banquet Reservations at

(704) 525-4673, ext. 10 or iroomattheinn@carolina.rr.com by September 17th.

Room At The Inn, Inc. is a Githolic maternity and after-care program for pregnant

mothers in Charlotte, N.C. Please visit our website, www.rati.org, for more information

on our pro-life programs.

CNS PHOTO BY Greg Tarczynski

Cardinal William J. Levada distributes Communion during Mass at the Cathedral of St. Mary in San Francisco

July 23, 2006. In a document released July 1 0, 2007, the Vatican's doctrinal congregation, led by Cardinal

Levada, reaffirmed that the Catholic Church is the one, true church.

He has been "somewhat surprised" at

the amoimt,of"ecimienical commentary"

the document has generated.

"It is primarily a document addressed

to Catholics as believers and teachers and

is intended to clarify the teachings of

the Second Vatican Coimcil," he said,

"especially the teaching on the nature of

the church."

Reaction to the document on the

church's nature in the United States,

where many religious persuasions exist

side by side, clearly reflects the nation's

"egalitarian approach to society and

therefore to churches," he said, "where

for you to say that your church is the one

true church of Christ, and that another's

is not quite, is considered not to be the

American way."

"Underlying a typical American idea

of what a church is," Cardinal Levada

said, "is the idea that we are the ones who
make the church, we create the church.

"There is the slogan, 'We are the

church.' And, of course, there is the sense

of the church being made up of all the

baptized," he continued. "But we do not

make the church. God makes the church.

We receive the church as a gift."

He said the congregation's document

could be "very helpful" to Catholics in

the United States who are "culturally

conditioned" to accepting self-organized

groups of worshippers as churches.

In its emphasis on Vatican II teaching,

the congregation's document was in step

with what Cardinal Levada said is one

of the clear themes of Pope Benedict's

papacy — underlining that the council

represents a continuity of church life,

not a point of discontinuity. At the time

of Vatican II, there was a temptation and

a tendency to place church practices and

teachings inpreconciliarandpostconciliar

"baskets," he said.

"I know I did it. I think many of us

regret that," said Cardinal Levada.

Challenges facing the universal

church include "the disconnect between

faith and reason in the modem world"

cited by the pope in his address in

Regensburg, Germany, last September,

Cardinal Levada said.

He said the pope "rightly identified

as a very significant challenge" a

growing view that modem civilization

"makes religion no longer necessary, or

some would say, even possible."

Another challenge, he said, is to

infiase "into the body politic" an active

"love of neighbor and the service we are

called to give each other" by Christ to

address global issues of war, starvation

and disease.

The pope, he said, "often retums to

this theme" and exhorts Christians "to

use our human ingenuity and creativity

to overcome these evils."

Don't miss your chance to model in the 2008 Pure Fashion show
at the Westin l-lotei in downtown Charlotte!

Enjoy the 6 month model training program and develop your personal beauty from the

inside out. Log on to www.purefasiiion.com to learn more about the 2008 model

training program and join the tucky group of young women from Charlotte who will

discover their own dignity, style and beauty and how to foster it by living a life of virtue.

Deadline September 15th, don't miss out!

Models must be 14 -18 years old, in grades 8 -12. Apply online today!
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Hands raised in faitli

Studyfinds U.S. Hispanics drawn to

charismatic churches
BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The church

familiar to and preferred by Hispanic

Catholics in the United States is a livelier,

more charismatic place than the one most

American Catholics are used to, finds a

new survey on Hispanics and religion.

A detailed survey by the Pew
Hispanic Center and the Pew Forum on

Religion and Public Life released April

25 says about a third of U.S. Catholics

are Hispanics and that they are bringing

a more evangelical style of faith into the

broader church as their numbers grow.

Despite an overall drop in the

percentage of U.S. Hispanics who are

Catholic — due largely to those who
joined evangelical and Pentecostal

churches — Hispanics will continue

to represent an ever-larger share of the

U.S. Catholic population because of

immigration and high birthrates, it said.

About 68 percent of U.S. Hispanics

say they are Catholics.

While in many respects Hispanics

differ little from the general U.S.

population in their religious attitudes

and activities, Roberto Suro, director of

the Pew Hispanic Center, said analysts

were surprised to see the depth of what

he called "renewal Christianity" among
people of Hispanic origin or descent.

In a telephone press conference about

the study, "Changing Faiths: Latinos

and the Transformation of American
Religion," Suro said Hispanics are much
more likely than the general U.S. public

to be involved in churches where an

enthusiastic, hand-clapping, arms-raised

style of worship and prayer is typical.

Fifty-four percent of Hispanic
Catholics were identified as charismatics

on the basis of what religious practices

people said they have in their churches,

the survey said.

Among the characteristics the survey

used to classify people as charismatics

was participation in prayer groups where

participants pray for miraculous healing

or deliverance or where people speak in

tongues. The survey found that 62 percent

of Catholic Hispanics say the Masses

they attend at least occasionally have

"displays of excitement and enthusiasm,

such as raising hands, clapping, shouting

or jumping."

Among non-Hispanic Catholics, only

about 12 percent consider themselves

charismatics, Suro said.

Luis Lugo, director of the Pew
Forum, said at the same teleconference

that becoming involved in the charismatic

style of religious practice strengthens

people's religious identity.

Whether Catholic, Anglican or

mainline Protestant, Hispanics who
adopt a more charismatic style of

practicing their faith remain within their

original church and become stronger in

their religious commitment, he said.

"There's absolutely no evidence that

it's diminishing or undercutting their

Catholic orthodoxy or their connection

to parish life," he said.

Hispanic Protestants were
proportionally even more likely to

belong to "renewal" churches, with

57 percent in that category. Thirty-one

percent of Hispanic Protestants said

they were Pentecostals and 26 percent

described themselves as charismatics.

"The contrast to the non-Hispanic

population is stark: Fewer than one

in five non-Hispanic Protestants are

renewalists," the survey said.

About 1 8 percent ofall Hispanics said

they had changed churches or stopped

considering themselves members of a

faith altogether. Former Catholics (13

percent) were the majority.

Conversion was much more
common among second- and third-

generation Hispanics than among recent

immigrants, the survey found. And

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbzis

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
wShow Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your lime. Mos! plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting ail day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and gel a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're Tlie Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte ' (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3vvavpliimbing.com Proud member of St. James Church
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Worshippers sing during a Spanish Mass at St. Martin of Tours Church in Gaithersburg, Md., last year A Pew

Hispanic Center study shows that Hispanics are influencing U.S. religious practice, especially Catholicism.

the majority left Catholicism to join

evangelical churches.

Forty-three percent of evangelical

Hispanics said they formerly were
Catholic. Just 2 percent of Hispanic

converts became Catholics.

Catholics who became evangelicals

were asked to discuss their feelings about

the Catholic Church and why they left.

The greatest dissatisfaction was
voiced about liturgy.

Sixty-one percent of former
Catholics said they found the Mass
"unexciting," although only 36 percent

said that was a factor in why they left.

Forty-six percent said they disapprove of

church restrictions on divorce, but only 5

percent said that was why they left.

In response to questions about other

possible areas ofdissatisfaction, majorities

of former Catholics said they think the

church respects women at least as much
as men (66 percent) and is welcoming

toward immigrants (75 percent).

Among all Hispanics surveyed, 83

percent of those who converted said

their main reason for changing faiths or

churches was a desire for a more direct,

personal experience of God.

The second most common reason,

given by 35 percent, was the inspiration

of a particular pastor, followed by 26

percent who said it was related to a

personal crisis and 14 percent who
converted because of a marriage.

The study counted as a conversion

any change such as leaving one Protestant

church for another, moving into or out of

the Catholic Church, or dropping out of

religious practice altogether.

A personal invitation also was
important. Among all Hispanic converts,

74 percent said they first heard about

their new church fi-om a family member
or fiiend.

The study of 4,016 Hispanic
adults was conducted by telephone

between August and October 2006. The
sample size was larger than is typical in

sociological surveys to get a better sense

of what non-Catholic Hispanics had to

say, Suro and Lugo said.

The margin of error for the entire

survey is plus or minus 2.5 percent;

plus or minus 3.3 percent for Catholic

respondents; and plus or minus 4.§

percent for evangelicals. Interviews were

conducted in both English and Spanish,

depending upon the preference of the

person being interviewed.

The survey also delved into

connections between religious beliefs

and politics, the role of ethnic churches

and religious practices and beliefs.

Jo/n our Ontomn Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHEW
As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Cainps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospita! Chaplains

i« Find out more about serving God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory •

P O Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

,1
I,

e ot charlotte podcast

It's news and
inspiration about
the Diocese of Ch
Athletics and Virtue

with Dr. Bill Thierfelder,

President of Belmont Abbey College

Subscribe today
— It's FREE!
Check it out at

*A,«ww Char! otti^D ?ocese , orr
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Families tell stories

behind deportations
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his dad, Calvin James, was deported to

Jamaica three years ago.

At a press conference and prayer

vigil at the Supreme Court, Joshua

carried a poster reading "Another

fatherless child" and bearing photos of

himself and his family in happier times.

He took the microphone to describe what

it's like to be apart.

Others at the event urged Congress

to pass legislation such as the Child

Citizen Protection Act, which would
give immigration judges more discretion

in deciding when deportation is not in

the best interest of children who are

U.S. citizens. They also asked the Bush

administration to stop immigration raids

and deportations.

The Supreme Court and the Inter-

American Commission for Human Rights

both have pending cases ' about the rights

of U.S. citizen children of immigrants

who are in deportation proceedings.

Troublesome technicality

Diego Lino of "Chicago and his

children, Jonathan, 12, Britzy, 6, and

twins Juliana and Judith, 5, talked to

reporters about their fears of their wife

and mother being deported to Mexico.

All five of the other Linos are U.S.

citizens, but an error made in filling

out the application form for Francesca

Lino to legalize her status could force

the whole family into a two-country

existence, with the children and their

dad shuttling across the border every few

months for school and work.

Diego Lino explained that when
his wife applied to legalize her status as

the spouse of a U.S. citizen, the aide at

a church agency helping her fill out the

paperwork didn't accurately take down
her response to a question about whether

she had been arrested for illegal entry.

Her answer was "yes." But the

caseworker wrote down "no." The
government caught the mistake as

her application proceeded through

background checks.

Lino's wife was arrested. While

answering "yes" to the arrest question

would not have prevented her from

getting a "green card," lying on the

application form is a deportable offense.

For now, Francesca Lino remains

in Chicago, awaiting final deportation

orders. When those arrive, "we'll have

to go," even though in her home state

of Zacatecas, Mexico, good jobs are

scarce and schools are not as good as in

Chicago, Diego Lino said.

CALL TODAY
LAND ONLY FOR $2,460!

The Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to leave w^inter behind eind explore the

SOUTHERN eARIBBEAN
and the PANAMA CANAL

January 31- February II, 2008
All family and friends are welcome to join with

Fr. Mo West as we cruise from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
aboard Holland America's luxury ship ms Volendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas — parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach
hammock, leam about Bahamian culture
* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a
submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Curacao — off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy
beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

imderstand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jungle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native
markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!
Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES air fare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ship transfers, taxes, baggage
handling and all port charges!

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332

CNS PHOTO BY Ra«el Crisostomo, El Pregonero

Edwin Plata, 6, displays an American flag in his

backpack during a press conference and prayer

service on the plaza at the U.S. Supreme Court in

Washington July 1 7.

He said they would sell their home in

Chicago and he, and maybe the children,

would shuttle back and forth every six

months or so, enabling him to work at

higher paying jobs in the United States.

'ForcedApart'

The Linos' case is typical of many
ofthose studied by Human Rights Watch

for the report "Forced Apart: Families

Separated and Immigrants Harmed by

United States Deportation Policy."

Since a 1996 immigration law

criminalized many minor crimes and

made their status as deportable offenses

retroactive, the United States has

deported 673,000 immigrants because of

criminal convictions.

Immigration and Customs
Enforcement data showed that 65 percent

of immigrants deported for crimes in

2005 were convicted of nonviolent

offenses, including petty crimes such as

shoplifting, the report said.

Extrapolating census data about

immigrants and their families. Human
Rights Watch estimated that as many as

1.6 million people have been affected by

those 673,000 deportations. Of those,

aboi't 540,000 people are U.S. citizens,

the 01 ganization estimated.

The report included anecdotal

stories of people who were deported

decades after committing minor crimes

for which they had served only probation

or mine jail time and had lived without

legal trouble since then.

" vVhen these members ofAmerican

s )ciety are deported," the report's

^ cutive summary said, "their absence

is felt because shops close, entrepreneurs

lose their business partners, tax revenues

are lost, and, most tragically, U.S. citizen

and lawful permanent resident children

and spouses are forced to confront life

without their fathers, mothers, children,

husbands and wives."

Love knows no bounds

For three years, Joshua James and

his mother, Cathy McArdle, have had a

two-country family.

Joshua and his mom have visited

their father and husband, Calvin James,

in Jamaica over the summer. But he's

unable to get work there that pays as

much as he earned in the New York area,

so it's more of a financial struggle and

such trips must be rare.

"We considered moving with him

but there are not a lot of ways to make a

good living there," McArdle said.

Instead, the whole family is

considering moving to Canada so they

can be together.

To immigrate to Canada, Calvin

James would need to provide a letter of

evidence that he has been rehabilitated

from his early 1990s crime that triggered

his deportation, she said. But there isn't

a way to accomplish the same thing to-

enable the family to. live in the United

States, where both McArdle and Joshua

were bom, she said.

At the very least, she said, her son

has a good attitude about the separation.

"He told me, 'Mom, at least we still

have Daddy's love.'"

Callingfor reform

The Senate's failure to pass a recent

bill to reform the current immigration

system has frustrated many U.S. Catholic

leaders around the nation. They said

reform would have addressed a moral

concern, since millions of immigrants

live in fear of deportation and separation

from their families.

The Senate's inability to agree on

comprehensive immigration reform is a

"monumental failure for our country,"

said Father Larry Snyder, president of

Catholic Charities USA.
In a June 28 statement, he lamented

the unchanged fate of illegal immigrants

living in fear of deportation.

"Today's action to give up on the bill

leaves in place the status quo— a deeply

flawed, untenable and much-criticized

immigration system that is (in) desperate

need of reform," he said.

Had it passed, the bill would have

established a path toward citizenship

for millions of illegal immigrants living

in the United States and would have

strengthened security along the U.S.-

Mexico border. Many Republicans and

some Democrats voted against ending

discussion on the immigration bill Jime

28, effectively blocking its passage.

Opponents of the immigration

bill argued that the U.S. borders must

first be secured before expediting the

citizenship process for the 12 million

illegal immigrants in the country.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte

joined other bishops of the Province

of Atlanta in a 2006 letter to the

senators and representatives for their

respective states, urging the passage of

"comprehensive and fair" immigration

reform at a national level.

The bishops expressed strong belief

that "immigration is a moral concern,

impacting the human dignity and human
rights of every person."

The ultimate goal of the letter is

political action to enact legislation to

"help heal our communities and provide

for a secure and prosperous future for all

our children," said the bishops' letter.

Bishop Jugis said that in discussions

about undocumented immigrants, "we
must remember that they are still fellow

human beings, our brothers and sisters."

Contributing to this article is Editor

Kevin E. Murray, Kaitlynn Riely and
Ellie Hidalgo.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Through the bars
Project Storybook helps imprisoned

mothers stay close to their kids

- CLINTON, N.J. (CNS) — Once a

month, Pat Brisson enters the gates of

the Edna Mahan Correctional FaciHty for

Women in CHnton to spend an evening

with as many as 60 inmates.

To Brisson, however, they are not

just convicted criminals; they are also

loving mothers.

Brisson, who has been writing

children's books for more than 20 years,

volunteers at the prison to coordinate

Project Storybook, a program that allows

women serving their sentences to be

recorded reading books to their children,

grandchildren or other family members.

Brisson recalled being struck at an

early age by the passage in the Gospel

of Matthew in which Jesus says, "For I

was hungry, and you gave me something

to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave me
something to drink; ... I was in prison,

and you came to me."

"I would think, 'Well, I see how we
do all those other things, but when does

anybody ever go visit anyone in prison?'"

said Brisson, a parishioner of St. Philip

and St. James Church in Phillipsburg.

"I never heard of any kind of prison

ministry in the church. I just thought it

was totally ignored," she said.

As an adult, discussions with a

friend working as a psychiatrist at a

men's prison led her to think even more
deeply not only about those in prison but

the families they had left behind. These

questions inspired her to write the book

"Mama Loves Me From Away," about a

young girl whose mother is in prison.

"I felt like I was being called to step

up and do something," she said.

"Whatever you think about the

women, yes, they've made bad choices

and they're in prison for a reason, but

their children didn't make any bad
choices," she said. "The children are

missing their mothers through no fault of

their own."

In 2003, Brisson began the Project

Storybook program, which has since

grown to one of the most successful

Caring for Charlotte Areo Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE. INC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pinevilie 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

programs at the facility.

Inmates are able to choose from a

variety of donated books for children of

all ages and are given 15 to 20 minutes

to record their readings. Volunteers

assist the women in completing the

recordings and then package the tapes

along with letters from the iimiates to

the children.

Heather Lindorfif said the program

has helped her to maintain a relationship

with her two sons, whom she has not seen

in 11 months.

"My boys absolutely love it,"

Lindorff said. "The first tape they got

they played over and over again. My son

said that when he feels like he wants to

be close to me, he plays the tape so he can

hear my voice."

Milagros Candelaria, a first-time

participant in the program, said she

hopes Project Storybook will familiarize

her 1 -year-old son with her voice while

she carmot be with him.

"When I first got locked up, he was
only six days old. It was heartbreaking,"

said Candelaria. "He knows my voice,

he knows that I am his mother, but I just

want to know him a little better."

Brisson said the response of the

women participating in the program is

often emotional.

"We see these women at their most

vulnerable," she said. "They are in a

very tender moment in their lives. We see

them in tears. We see them get choked up

doing these recordings."

Although Brisson and her volunteers,

who come from a variety of different

religious backgrounds, do not discuss

their faith with the prisoners, she feels

their actions will do more to teach the

inmates about the meaning ofthe Gospel

than preaching.

"I feel that they will know we are

Christians by our love, whether we
mention Jesus to them or not," she said.

"I hope that when they see us there, they

see God present in us, because I know we
see God present in them."

Learn Rosary
Making

A Catholic Tradition

Contact us
. for a i|
catalog •
and

Introductory
offer!

LEWIS
s. C O M I' A N Y

Dedicated to Rosary Making!

rosaryparts.com

(800) 342 - 2400

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: AUG. 5, 2007

Aug. 5, Eighteenth Sunday

in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Ecclesiastes 1:2 and 2:21-23

Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9

2) Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11

3) Gospel) Luke 12:13-21

Practice makes
perfect

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

My teenage son and I recently attended

a traveling show featuring some of the

country's best drum and bugle corps.

Since he is a drummer, he was quite

inspired by the sights and sounds, so

after the performance he and some fellow

drummers gathered for the better part of

the night to jam and share drumming tips.

Whenmybleary-eyed but invigorated

son came home the next morning, he

enthusiastically demonsfrated a newly

acquired method of practicing rudiments

("paradiddles," nine-stroke rolls and

flams, to be exact), strokes that are

absolutely essential to master but which

are incredibly tedious to practice over

and over.

The drum session spent with fiiends

and the new method removed a lot of

the tedium from the repetition and gave

him a new perspective on the formerly

dreaded practicing.

All of today's readings are about

changing one's perspective from the

"vanities" of earthly life — especially

greed and its companions impurity and

immorality— to a view that places God's

priorities at one's center. Jesus' rather

sobering parable echoes Qoheleth's,

warning against the acquisitive practices ',

ofworking to excess and amassing wealth •

for its own sake — habits that have

become almost sacred in contemporary

materialistic society.

The more one practices these

culturally sanctioned habits, the more,

ingrained they become and the more,

difficult they are to "put to death"'

through Christian practices of gratitude,

simplicity and generosity.

But St. Paul's letter maintains,

equally firmly, that those who are in

Christ have in fact died to their former

selves and are being renewed in the

image of their Creator. The psalmist

prays for "wisdom of heart" that teaches

the proper perspectives on time, work and
prosperity. And through the support of

Christian commimity we can encourage

one another to persist in those life-giving

and corrective practices that can be

challenging, unattractive and tedious, but

which also can become the paths to joy

and gladness.

Questions:

What Christian practice have I found

to be particularly burdensome lately?

How do today's readings and the support

of my fellow believers encourage me to

find a new perspective?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 29-AUG. 4

Sunday (Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Genesis 18:20-32, Colossians 2:12-14,

Lul<e 11:1-13; H/londay (St. Peter Chrysologus), Exodus 32:15-24, 30-34, Matthew 13:31-35;

Tuesday (St. Ignatius Loyola), Exodus 33:7-11; 34:5-9, 28, Matthew 13:36-43; Wednesday
(St. Alphonsus Liguori), Exodus 34:29-35, Matthew 13:44-46; Thursday (St. Eusebius of

Vercelli), Exodus 40:16-21,34-38, Matthew 13:47-53; Friday, Leviticus 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27,

34-37, Matthew 13:54-58; Saturday (St. John Mary Vianney), Leviticus 25:1, 8-17, Matthew

14:1-12.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF AUG. 5-11

Sunday (Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Ecciediates 1:2, 2:21-23, Colossians 3:1-5, 9-

11, Luke 12: 13-21; Monday (Transfiguration of the Lord), Daniel7:9-10, 13-14,2Peter1:16-19,

Luke 9:28-36; Tuesday (St. Sixtus and Companions St. Cajetan), Numbers 12:1-13, Matthew

14:22-36; Wednesday (St. Dominic), Numbers 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26-29, 34-35, Matthew 15:21-

28; Thursday (St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross), Numbers 20:1-13, Matthew 16:13-23;

Friday (St. Lawrence), 2 Corinthians 9:6-10, John 12:24-26; Saturday (St. Clare), Deuteronomy

6:4-13, Matthew 17:14-20.

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
ofAugust

Rev. Henry J. Becker 1992

Rev. Msgr. Felix R. Kelaher 1998

Rev. John F. Parsons 1993

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
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Coming
Soon...

Going
Fast!

The exciting Pennybyrn at Maryfield is S6% reserved— that

means only a few more can take advantage of pre-opening

pricing. Will you be one of them?

This architecturally stunning new community is scheduled

to open in Winter of 2007. An active, modern lifestyle that

offers you gorgeous private residences, superior amenities

and a professional staff to provide unparalleled services...

it's the retirement lifestyle that you've been waiting for!

Don't let this opportunity pass you by.

Call (336) 821-4050 or toll-free (866) 627-9343 today...

prices will never be this low again!

73gKIKIV13VRtsj
at MARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God

NP/CNH/Urg0707

Faith, film and fun

til

Actor Kevin Spacey (seated at right) looks on with other students as Amin Fernandez acts out a part in

Theatre Row Studios in the Manhattan section of New York in late May. The students, who are all part of

the advanced-placement English class at All Hallows High School in the Bronx, were chosen to meet the

award-winning actor by the Theatre Development Guild.

Kevin Spacey gives acting tips to N. Y.

Catholic school students

BYjULIANN DosSANTOS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — If you didn't

recognize him from his movies or theater

work, you would never have known he

wasn't just another drama teacher.

Kevin Spacey, the actor who has

won both Oscar and Tony awards,

nonchalantly walked into the theater

studio in jeans, a gray button-down

shirt and sneakers. The boys in the

room continued to warm up with acting

exercises as Spacey watched.

Spacey, who is also the artistic

director of the London-based Old Vic

Theatre Company, was the lead male in

the Broadway production of "Moon for

the Misbegotten," which the students

recently saw.

The students, part of the advanced-

placement English class at All Hallows

High School in the Bronx section ofNew
York, met with Spacey at Theatre Row
Studios in Manhattan May 22.

The Christian Brothers' school was
chosen by the Theatre Development
Guild, which has a partnership with the

Old Vic Theatre Company.
Paul Fontana, the advanced-

placement English teacher, noted that

most of the students had never been to

a Broadway play before because they

couldn't afford it.

He thought "Moon for the

Misbegotten" was a good choice because

the playwright, Eugene O'Neill, is a

"great troubled Irish Catholic New York

writer, so he deals with the goodness

and hardship that goes with being a

Catholic."

Spacey told the boys that he wanted

to be available for the workshop with

them because when he was taking drama

classes the professional actors he met
gave him confidence and taught him
about collaboration.

"I'm just a guy like the rest of you,"

he told them.

And after hearing the boys read

essays they had written about the play, he

told them that they really understood it.

When the students acted out scenes

from the play, he told them to react to

what someone else does, saying "that's

truly at the heart of acting."

Ronnie Garcia, a senior at All

Hallows, said he enjoyed the workshop,

but added, "It's hard to act, even in front

ofmy friends."

He said that acting in front of Spacey

was also intimidating at first.

Another student, Andrew Padilla,

said he liked the casual atmosphere

Spacey created in the workshop.

"I've been to acting workshops
before," he said, "but this one's been

really fun."

Experiencing difficulties in your marriage?

A Lifeline for Marriage

September 12 - 14 in Raleigh

Come for a weekend to rediscover your spouse under the

ministry of Retrouvaille, (pronotxnced "retro-vi").

Designed to provide tools for difficult times, this weekend

wiU help married couples examine their lives in new,

positive ways.

Retrouvaille has helped many thousands of couples

experiencing everything from disillusionment to

deep misery.

For confidential info or to register: 336-297-0595 or retrouvaille@msn.com.
Visit our Web site: www.retrouvaille.org.
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Confirming faith

Photo oi Joanita M. Nellenbach

Above: Bishop Peter J. Jugis questions confirmands on St. Margaret ofScotland

Church s lawn in Maggie Valleyprior to confirmation June 9.

The confirmands are firom the three Catholic churches in Haywood County.

From St. Margaret of Scotland Church: Wade Barboza, Megan McLeod,

Christopher Peterson andJoshua Turner;fr-om St. John the Evangelist Church

in Waynesville: Joseph Beckner, Kelly Escaravage, David Greene, Joshua

Huber, Samantha Huppe, Daniel Pelletier andKaitlyn Raber;from Immaculate

Conception Mission in Canton: Norma Brown and Maria Averza.

Below: Bishop Peter J. Jugis stands with Knights of Columbus honor guard

fr-om the Great Smoky Mountain Assembly 3001 in Maggie Valleyfollowing the

confirmation at St. Margaret ofScotland Church in Maggie Valley June 9.

Courtesy Photo

PART-TIME COUNSELOR
Catholic Social Services is seeking a part-time counselor (approximately 20

hours per week) for the Western Regional Office in Asheville. Position requires

graduate degree in counseling, social work, or related field and possession of

LPC, LMFT, or LCSW. To be considered for this position, resumes must be

postmarked by August 20, 2007 and mailed to: Elizabeth K. Thurbee

Catholic Social Services 1123 South Church Street Charlotte, NC 28203-4003

DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Full-time Director of Major Gifts

Candidate must be a college graduate with a degree in marketing,

communications, business administration or related field; five years

experience in fund development and major gifts. Applicants should have

strong interpersonal and communication skills, and the ability to interact

well with diverse groups. Responsibilities include developing strategies,

events, and materials to inform, engage, cultivate and solicit current and

prospective major gifts prospects.

Please submit resume to Jim Kelley, Office of Development, 1123 South

Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203 by July 30, 2007. Questions to

704-370-3301 or email atjkkelley@char1ottediocese.org

Full-time Youth Minister

Vibrant 800-family parish seeking mature, qualified adult to head middle school

and high school programs. This full-time position includes catechetical, social,

service and spiritual well-being of youth in grades 6-12. Requirements: practicing

Catholic, college degree, experience working with youth and teens, and

references. Salary is negotiable depending on factors such as years of

experience.

Send resume to Search Committee, St. William Parish, 2300 Frederica Road,

St. Simons Island, GA31522, orstwilliamschurch@bellsouth.net.

ART TEACHER /SPANISH TEACHER

St. Pius X Catholic School has full-time (K-8) teaching positions available

in Art and Spanish for the 2007-08 school year. Must have or be eligible

for NC Certification in Art Education/Spanish Education. Please submit a

resume and pick up an application at the school office from 9am-1pm,

M-F: St. Pius X Catholic School, 2200 N. Elm St., Greensboro, NC.

Phone: (336) 273-9865.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

PROFESSIONAL SECURITY OFFICERS:
Requirements: High school diploma/GED; Clean

criminal record; Noteworthy employment history.

Excellent pay and benefit package. Apply to: The
Wackenhut Corporation, I Centerview Drive, Suite

105, Greensboro, NC 27407, 1701 Link Road,

Winston-Salem, NC 27103 or in Asheville area at

9-H Walden Drive, Arden, NC 28704. EOEM/F/DA^'

www.wackenhut.com Security Guard & Patrol

753-GP

SERVICES

COUNSELING: Individuals, couples, family,'

depression, anxiety, relationships, spiritual issues.

Lucille Moses, Licensed Professional Counselor.^

Charlotte. 704-366-6507

FOR RENT

CONDO: Oceanfront - Pleasure Island. 2

BD/2BA. Minutes from Wilmington. Two day

minimum; weekly for under $1,000. Additional

units available. Call 703-450-8480 or write

vvfkelle@aol.com for availability.

Classified ads bring results! Over 140,000 readers! Over 52,000 homes!
Rates: $.80/word per issue ($16 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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"REVIVAL OF THE SPIRIT 200T"

Theme: "Tough Talk for Tough Times!"
With Rev. Edward B. Branch, B.A., M.Div./D.Min. - Revivalist

Catholic Chaplain for Atlanta University Center; Ordained priest and minister

of evangelization; Nationally-known Catholic revivalist; Published author

Friday night: "Fishing Lessons" - Luke 5:1-11

Baptism is our cail to leave everything to take care of Jesus' business in

the world, not in the church building.

Saturday night: "Mission Readiness" - Luke 4:1-13

A chain is only as strong as its weakest link. The Sacrament of

Reconciliation assumes we feel ourselves to be a community. But

we? We aren't ready for the mission unless we really are a "we."

do

Sunday morning: "The Shortest Sermon Ever Preached and the Longest

Meditation on It." - Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21

Luke recalls the three ages of human salvation. We are the third and final

age. What ought we be doing?

ALL ARE WELCOME

!

Sponsored by

African American Affairs IVlinistry

of the Diocese of Charlotte
To be held at: Our Lady of Consolation Church

2301 Statesville Ave., Charlotte, NC

Friday, August 3 through

Sunday, August 5

The Revival is an opportunity to publicly worship our God in the spirit of the Black church while at the

same time breaking down traditional misconceptions of Catholicism held by our Protestant brothers and

sisters. Come and bring your family, friends and neighbors!

WEEKEND SCHEDULE
Friday, Aug. 3 and Saturday, Aug. 4

7 pm — Praise and Worship

8 pm — Preaching by Fr. Edward Branch

Fr. Branch, Musician Joe Priester, and the F.L.O.W. Liturgical

Dancers of Our Lady of Consolation Church will enhance your

spiritual experience throughout the weekend!

Sunday, Aug. 5

11 am — Closing Worship

Celebrant

Fr. Jude Duffy, OFM Cap.
Pastor, Our Lady of Consolation Church

Homilist

Fr. Edward Branch

For more information, please call 704-370-3267. Someone will return your call
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Baptizing the deceased?
Q. Somewhere in the letters of

St. Paul I came across a reference to

baptizing the deceased. The passage as

I recall comes somewhat in theform ofa

question: "Ifx-y-z isn 't true, why areyou

baptizing those who have died or gone

before you?
"

I don 't have the quotation right,

but the idea is that Christians (like

Mormons?) can baptize the dead who
were never baptized.

Iam a deacon in a Catholic Newman
Center, and obviously doubt all this is

true. But what could St. Paul have had in

mind? (Massachusetts)

A. The subject is surely a puzzling

one. In his first letter to the Corinthians,

Paul describes at length how the

resurrection of Jesus is essential to our

faith. If Christ has not been raised, he

said, our whole religion is absurd. "So

too in Christ shall all be brought to

life" (15:22).

At one point, he uses a baffling

argument. If we are not raised from

the dead, he writes, "what will people

accomplish who have themselves

baptized for the dead? If the dead are not

raised at all, then why are they having

themselves baptized for them?" (15:29).

Through the centimes these verses

have provoked endless speculation.

One of today's theories argues that the

passage is not authentic. Baptizing the

living for the dead is so foreign to Paul's

theology he would never have alluded to

such a practice even as an argument.

Perhaps the more predominant
interpretation is that some early

Christians did have themselves baptized

for deceased non-Christian, perhaps their

own family members. (This was true of

the Marcionites, a Christian sect which

appeared, however, long after Paul.)

This is not to say, of course, that

Paul promoted or approved the practice.

At any rate, it never became part of

Christian liturgical practice.

The Mormon policy of baptizing

the living for the dead grows out of their

theology of faith and salvation that is

alien to other Christians. (Mormons often

seem to wish to identify themselves in

some way as Christians.)

The Church ofJesus Christ of Latter-

Day Saints was founded, or as they say,

"restored," in 1830 by Joseph Smith.

According to Smith's testimony, he

discovered near Palmyra, N.Y., a set of

golden plates on which was inscribed the

Book ofMormon, sometimes erroneously

called the Mormon Bible.

According to Mormon belief, there is

not one God; there are several gods who,

through countless generations, produce

innumerable "children." Through a

sort of sexual relationship with female

counterparts, these gods, or Fathers, bring

into existence other beings, including

Jesus and other earthly inhabitants, who
take bodies here, after (for some, at least)

Question

Corner

FATHER JAMES
DIETZEN

CNS COLUMNIST

a pre-existence in heaven.

Those who reach the most exalted

states of "salvation" become in their own
right gods, or Fathers, to others, in and

through the continuation of the family

unit in eternity (see "Mormon Doctrine

and Covenants," pp.13 1-132).

For adherents, "there is no salvation

of this type outside the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-Day Saints" ("Mormon
Doctrine," p. 670). This explains the

well-known Mormon promotion of the

family, and why devout Mormons want

their deceased ancestors to be baptized,

even by proxy.

Ancestors entering the Mormon
Church this way, it is believed, will have

the opportunity to reach the "celestial"

level of eternity.

On June 5, 2001, the Vatican

Congregation for the Doctrine of the

Faith ruled that Mormon baptisms cannot

be considered valid.Among other reasons

given, their baptism formula is not a

true invocation of the Trinity because,

according to Mormon teaching, Father,

Son and Holy Spirit are three gods who
formed a divinity when they decided

to unite; and God the Father has a wife

with whom he shares responsibility

for creation.

Questions may be sent to Father

John Dietzen, Box 3315, Peoria, IL

61612, or e-mail: jjdietzen@aol.com.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes

letters from readers. We ask that letters be

originals of 250 words or less, pertain to

recent newspaper content or Catholic issues,

and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter

must include the name, address and daytime

phone number of the writer for purpose of

verification. Letters may be condensed due

to space limitations and edited for clarity,

style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not

publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items

submitted to The Catholic News & Herald

become the property of the newspaper and

are subject to reuse, in whole or in part, in

print, electronic fonnats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor,

The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

Gratitude for

Tridentine Mass
It was with great joy that I received

the Holy Father's "motu proprio"

concerning the Latin-language Mass
("The old is new again," July 13). I am
not old enough to remember it, being 39

years old and a convert since 1991, but

I have been assisting at this immemorial

Mass since that time.

It is wonderful that the Tridentine

Mass is finally being recognized as

having not been juridically abrogated

and that any priest can celebrate it. It is

truly the most beautifiil thing this side

of heaven and truly expresses Catholic

doctrine, without question, on the holy

Eucharist and the sacrificial nature of

the Mass.

It is the Mass of the saints, martyrs,

missionaries and is truly universal— the

same everywhere. The Tridentine Mass
shows a mystery and a common tongue,

regardless of who or where one lives. It

is not hard to follow— all one needs is

a Latin-English missal and a little study.

Anything worthwhile takes a little effort!

My 9-year-old can follow along easily

and is learning to serve at the Mass.

For those who desire the Tridentine

Mass as a regular feature in the Winston-

Salem area, now would be the time to

approach Bishop Jugis.

— Emmanuel Kafant

Winston-Salem

Caution urged when
offering support

While I appreciate Bishop Jugis' call

for Catholics to fight pending legislation

that would provide public funding for

embryonic stem-cell research in North

Carolina ("Defending all life," June

29), I wonder if any consideration

has been given to the financial

support Catholics may inadvertently

be providing for such research via

individual private donations.

The promise ofimproved treatments

and/or cures for chronic, debilitating and

deadly diseases has many well-known

and well-respected health advocacy

organizations supporting embryonic
stem-cell research. Surely donations

collected via private funding to such

organizations are being used right now to

promote the passage ofN.C. House Bill

1837 even as we voice our opposition.

Sadly in this way, we may
accidentally find ourselves ultimately on

both ends of this debate.

— Tracy Webb
Charlotte

The 'just war' theory

rebuttals
A recent conference in Maggie

Valley indicated that the Iraq War is not

"just" ("Resisting evil," June 29). The

conference on nonviolence seemed to

condemn the war mainly because of the

violence generated. However, for a just

war, the present administration took a

page directly from the Catholic Code of

Canon Law (No. 2309). The conditions

for a just war listed in the article's

Jyl|

Letters to the Editor

sidebar were all met.

Jesus was big on convincing anyone

that violence was not the typical solution.

But in Iraq, one out of every six Iraqis'

was either killed or tortured by Saddam
Hussein; women were raped; those who
spoke ill of Hussein had their tongues

cut out. Would Jesus have stood by and

allowed that to happen if he were there?

Jesus said the best anyone could do

is to lay his life down for a friend. The
U.S. troops who have died have done

so for every American who would have

been killed by fiiture terrorist attacks in

our country.

In Iraq, Americans are building

schools, allowing better water and
electrical access, setting up a democratic

government; we have eliminated

Hussein's torture and rape rooms.

Jesus knew when physical conflict

was necessary. He cleansed the temple

with a whip (John 2 : 1 5 )ofthose bartering

in his Father's house. There wasn't much
of a choice 2,000 years ago, and neither

is there now.

— Kevin Roeten

Asheville

Editor's note: The article's

author responds to the above letter to

the editor:

My article lays out the conditions for

a just war. Have all the conditions been

met in Iraq? Type "Iraq War Timeline"

into your Internet search engine and see

what you think.

Paragraph 2309 isn't in the Catholic

Code of Canon Law. Paragraph 2309,

on "the strict conditions for legitimate

defense by military force," is in the

Catechism of the Catholic Church {\99l\i^

edition).

The article's point is that a Christ-

centered life means nonviolence: "Jesusfem

is the nonviolent lamb of God, whc top

shows us God's face: justice, mercy,

compassion, and steadfast love."

Mr. Roeten says that, "Jesus was

big on convincing anyone that violence

was not the typical solution." N&fcsi

— Jesus taught that violence was neveii kal

the solution. None of the buyers and k

sellers died when he drove them out olp

the temple (and it isn't recorded that he

actually hit anybody).

After describing atrocities in Iraq.

Mr. Roeten asks, "Would Jesus haveltti

stood by and allowed that to happen il

he was there?" Jesus did not pick uf jiela

a sword, raise an army and go to wai

against Israel's enemies, includingjiida

the Romans.

Rather, Jesus said, "This is m3jiiiieoi

commandment: love one another as

have loved you. No one has greater lov«|Biijie(

than this, to lay down one's life for one'i

fiiends" (John 15:12-13).

How did Jesus love? Nonviolently

How did he lay down his life? Withou

killing anyone.

My article quoted Pope Benedic b't

XVI, who said, "It is understood thajb.

nonviolence for Christians is not just i

tactic. It's an entire way of being."

— Joanita M. Nellenbacl

Clyd
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The rewards of forgiveness
iLetting go anger, bitterness makes room for God's joy

Forgiveness purifies your soul and

brings relief to your wounded spirit.

Forgiveness reconciles your mind and

heart with God, with neighbor, and, most

of all, with self

In countless ways it helps both

the one who forgives and the one who
is forgiven.

Pope John Paul II said this about

forgiveness:

"The forgiven penitent is reconciled

with himself in his inmost being, where

he regains his own true identity. He is

reconciled with his brethren whom he

has in some way attacked and wounded.

He is reconciled with the church, and he

is reconciled with all creation."

The Lord stands ready to forgive

everyone; you in turn must be ready to

forgive others and yourself, as when
you pray in the Our Father: "Forgive us

our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us."

These words tell us all we need to

know about the obligation to forgive

neighbor and self

A true Christian prays for the grace

to forgive. Jesus forgave his tormentors

before they asked: "Forgive them.

Father, they know not what they do" (Lk

23:34).

You can forgive yourself simply by

turning your guilt over to God's mercy.

You can forgive another simply by

willing it, without ever going through a

painfial confi-ontation.

Once you decide to forgive, you will

gradually be released fi-om all resentment

and hurt.

Do not wait until you feel like

forgiving or it may never happen.

Forgiveness is in the will. Forgive now
— and get on with your life.

Repeat this over and over again:

"I forgive and I am forgiven." Feelings

will follow in time. Do not wait for good

feelings to spur you on; simply forgive.

You give it before you feel like giving it.

You "fore-give." Do it now.

Forgiving someone who has hurt

you, even if you do it secretly, will be

good for your mental health. Once you

decide to forgive, pay no attention to

those feelings of resentment that will

surely return.

Angry feelings will subside in time.

Once you let go ofthem you will be able

to make room for God's joy.

Accept the negative feelings that

come into your heart, and learn to laugh

at them. Just will to forgive — and be

patient. The good fruits of peace and joy

will return in time. Just knowing that you

did God's will and not your own will

bring relief and solace.

Mysteriously, by God's grace, you

will begin to change as your angry spirit

gradually calms down. Gradually your

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS COLUMNIST

joy will return. "A cheerfijl glance brings

joy to the heart" (Prv 15:30).

Cultivate too a joyfiil smile. A smile

on your lips can change the hurt in

your heart. Cultivate positive, healthy

thoughts.

The poet Yeats once alluded to a

special moment ofjoy in his life, a time

when he experienced an unexpected

elation: "My body, of a sudden, blazed."

He had forgiven someone and was fi'ee

once again to dance.

You can tap into the* spiritual

reservoir of joy within your soul by

forgiving others, and especially by

forgiving yourself.

Meister Eckhart, the German mystic,

wrote, "For this joy is close to you, it is

in you. None ofyou has a spirit so heavy,

nor an intelligence so feeble, none ofyou

is so far fi-om God so as not to be able to

find joy in him."

A marvel way beyond iPhone
Jnlike latest gadgetry, the Eucharist offers

real blessings

Guest

Column

It fits in the palm of your hand. It

connects people around the world. And
aeople were lining up for it in late June

m dioceses across the nation.

No, we're not speaking of the

Phone, the latest "must have" techno-

gadget released in stores June 29 on the

rest of a giant wave of publicity. But

hat weekend it seemed nearly everyone

;lse was talking about the new product

from Apple.

The anticipation of the tiny marvel's

irrival sent tens of thousands of
consumers into near fi-enzy, eager to be

imong the first to own the device that

eems capable of doing everything but

he laundry.

It's a mobile phone. And a camera.

Vnd a music source, able to hold enough
ongs to fill a library. Oh yes, it plays

/ideos too, like those from YouTube.

Finally (or more likely not), it's a

;onnection to the Internet offering e-mail,

A'eb browsing, maps, etc., at the owner's

ingertips wherever he or she goes.

But enough about the iPhone.

We want to talk about something

"ar better— so much better that the two
ion't belong in the same sentence. In

act, hundreds of thousands of Catholics

ined up to hold this miracle in the palm
)f their hands that same weekend.

Still, we're willing to wager that few
nt home and excitedly told family.

neighbors and fi-iends that they were

privileged to receive this incredible gift.

Sadly, we doubt that many gave another

thought to what is considered the church's

greatest treasure—the Eucharist— 15

minutes after receiving it.

And it makes us wonder: How filled

would our churches be if Catholics

behaved like what we claim to believe

about the Eucharist is true?

That Jesus Christ, the Son of God
and savior of the world, is really present

— body, blood, soul and divinity — in

the consecrated host. Shouldn't we be

telling others? That, while an iPhone

may connect us with someone living on

the other side of the world, the Eucharist

cormects us with every believer not only

on earth but even in heaven.

You want time travel? The Eucharist

takes us back to Calvary, to the foot of

the cross. It can change the fiiture.

Can the iPhone heal? The Eucharist

can. On Sunday, I was privileged to

witness as Christ began to heal broken

hearts in LaSalle, 111., as members of

Resurrection Parish came forward to

receive Communion during the final

Mass at their church.

"Taste and see the goodness of the

Lord," they sang, even as they dabbed

their eyes with tissues.

The Eucharist offers peace.
And hope.

THOMAS J.

DERMODY
GUEST COLUMNIST

It is love.

There isn't enough space here to write

about all the wonders of the Eucharist,

even if we could. The Eucharist, after

all, is a mystery. But how can we watch

as the nation goes gaga over a gadget

and remain mysteriously silent when we
have been given a marvel as far beyond

the iPhone as that device is beyond two

tin cans linked by string?

Americans love their gadgets.

Catholics must love their Eucharist. And
we must share that love.

"We should always be ready to

promote this life-changing reality to our

children, our relatives, our fiiends, our

neighbors and even to strangers," wrote

Peoria Bishop Daniel R. Jenky, of the

Eucharist in his 2006 festival letter to

the Diocese of Peoria. When is the last

time we did so with enthusiasm befitting

the reality?

Let's behave like what we believe is

true. Let's start this week.

Thomas J. Dermody is editor in

chief of The Catholic Post, diocesan

newspaper ofPeoria, III.

Old? It's only a

matter of opinion

Coming

of Age

KAREN
OSBORNE

CNS COLUMNIST

Old things. In the city of Rome,
they're everywhere. Walk down one

street and you're peering at a palace fi-om

the Renaissance or a third-century fresco.

Turn the comer and you're face to face

with the majesty of the Imperial Forum.

Before coming here for vacation, I

used to refer to my circa 1870 house as

"old," but that's small potatoes compared

to the Renaissance-era Palazzo Spada.

A church in my town established in the

late 1 600s is now regarded as a historical

landmark. But old?

Only ifyou ignore the open-air ruins

of the sixth-century Christian basilica in

Ostia Antica, Rome's ruined port city.

Rome, it seems, likes to teach people that

"old" is really only a matter of opinion.

American culture has a tendency

to push aside things that are considered

"old." Americans raze blocks and forests

to construct new big-box stores instead

of renovating older buildings.

It is unlike parts of Rome where

people still live in apartments whose
foundations date back to the 13th

century. Rome learns fi-om the old and

coexists with it. It's hard to ignore

the accomplishments, advancements

and excesses of ancient Romans and

Renaissance artists, because modem
people can see and touch them.

Lessons from Republican Rome
and its neighbor Greece form the

underpinnings of Westem society. In

some parts of Europe, old Roman roads

still exist— and people still use them.

All "old" things have a lot to tell us

about who we are today.

As a teenager, I found it hard to

believe my parents could speak to the

same concerns I had, such as with school.

Tums out they'd gone through much the

same thing and could offer sound advice.

If I had taken society's advice that the

"old" could have nothing to do with my
"modem" experiences, I may have had a

very cold, hard fall semester.

The old things in my life make me
who I am: the memories inherited from my
grandparents, the history of my town, the

history ofmy family and the lessons of the

past— even ifthose lessons are painful.

Ostia is quiet now, but ifyou imagine

hard enough, the mins can form a roofand

become an apartment building, a church

or a market. There people are laughing,

crying and living, just like people

today — the elderly and the teenagers,

teenagers who become the elderly.

The old things aren't all that different

from the new things after all. The people

who came before us share our fears and

hopes, whether they're fiiends, strangers

or ancient Romans. All we have to do is

be open enough to listen and leam.

Old? A matter of opinion. Obsolete?

Never.



HIS EXCEUENCY, BISHOP PETER J. JUGIS, INVITES EVERYONE
TO THE THIRD2007

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
FRIDAYAND SATURDAY - SEPTEMBER 21 & 22

Friday, September 21: Doors open at 6 pm
7 pm - Sacred Music Concert featuring a large diocesan choir performing multicultural musical works.

The concert will be followed by speaker Fr. Benedict Groeschel, C.F.R. - "To Know Jesus in the Eucharistic Church."

JESUS (BHRIST 10 pm - Eucharistic Adoration at St. Peter Catholic Church, Tryon Street at 1st Street.

TO KNOW

Saturday, September 22: Doors open at 8 am
9 am - Eucharistic Congress Procession through uptown

10:30 am - Eucharistic Holy Hour with Homily

11 :30 am - Programs and speakers for adults, Hispanics, teens, children, young adults and cultural groups. Also, Eucharistic Adoration, sacrament of Reconciliation,

culture hour and vendors offering books, CDs, sacred objects and many more unique items.

3:30 pm - Scared music to prepare for Holy Mass

4:30 pm - Closing Vigil Mass concelebrated by the Religious and Diocesan Priests of the Diocese - Bishop Peter J. Jugis, principal celebrant and homilist

CHAREOTTE CONVENTION CENTER — COUEGE ST. &STOnewau
NO AOMISSIOH FEE - ALL ARE WELCOME! SIGNING AVAILABLE

CONGRESS SPEAKERS

Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Host of the Congress - Celebrant of the Eucharistic Procession, Principal celebrant and homilist at the closing Mass

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin

Eucharistic Holy Hour Homilist

General Track
Steve Ray

"They Recognized Him in the Breaking of the Bread"

Helen Alvare

"To Know Jesus Christ - A Catholic Woman's Perspective"

Liz Luke

WDYT Radio Morning Personality - Master of Ceremonies

Fr. Leo Patalinghug

"Mary as Magnifier for Jesus"

Patrick Madrid

"A Course in Eucharistic Miracles"

Hispanic Track
Hector Molina

"<i,iSenor, danos siempre de ese pan!?"

Roberto Ramirez

"Jesus, Pan del Cielo"

Juan Bautista Cantillo

"La Presencia de Cristo en

nuestras Vidas"

Language/Culture Tracks - "To Know Jesus Christ in Culture"

African American, Korean, Filipino, Vietnamese, College - Young Adult

NOTE: PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED for Teen, Middle School and Children's Tracks! There will be
NO registration for these tracks at the Convention Center. Register online at www.GoEucharist.com.

Teen Track - High School Students
"To Know Jesus Christ as a Teen"

Special activities.

Eucharistic Adoration. .

Fr. Leo Patalinghug "In the Beginning, a Vocation Story."

Lunch provided.

Middle School Track (Grades 6-8)

"To Know Jesus Christ in Middle School"

Special activities.

Eucharistic Adoration.

Lunch provided.

Children's Tracks (Grades K-2 and 3-5)

"To Know Jesus Christ in Grade School"

Special activities.

Eucharistic Adoration.

Lunch provided.

www.GoEucharist.com
- Register for Children's, iVIidclle School and Teen Tracks

« Latest Eucharistic Congress news * To volunteer
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N.C. House OKs
rules for stem-

cell research

Bishop ]ugis ''deeply .

saddened" hy vote

CHARLOTTE — Bishop

Peter J. Jugis recently expressed

deep sadness over the N.C.

House's passage of House
Bill 1837.

The bill calls for the use

of available funds by the

Health and Wellness Trust

Fund Commission to set up a

committee to establish ethical

guidelines for embryonic stem-

cell research.

The guidelines would permit

research on embryonic stem cells

left over from frozen embryos

in in-vitro fertilization clinics

that (in the words of HB 1837)

"would otherwise be discarded."

The House passed the

bill, the Stem Cell Research

Health and Wellness Act, by a

narrow vote of 60-55 July 28.

The bill was referred to the

Senate Committee on Health

See BILL, page 13

NEWff^MERALD
SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Perspectives

Effie Caldarola reveals

Harry Potter's real magic;

Father Dietzen clarifies

Christian symbolism

I
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Called together to ^change the world'

Photo by Karen A, Evans

Capuchin Father Jude Duffy, pastor of Our Lady of Consolation Church in Charlotte, watches a boy makes the sign of the cross

with holy water on his mother's forehead during the Revival of the Spirit at the church Aug. 3.

Strengthening families

In North Carolina
Local CSS program wins Catholic

Charities award

MURPHY— The diocesan

Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity in Murphy was recently

named an award winner by
Catholic Charities USA.

A program of Catholic

Social Services of the Diocese

of Charlotte, the Office of

Economic Opportunity won
Catholic Charities USA's 2007
Family Strengthening Award
and will receive $25,000.

Established in 1999 by
Catholic Social Service's Office

of Justice and Peace, the OEO
serves the far western North

Carolina counties of Cherokee,

Clay, Graham and Swain.

Its creation was inspired

by "Of One Heart and One
Mind," the 1997 pastoral letter

See OEO, page 5

Photo by Ann Kilkelly

Judy Young (second from left), a client of the diocesan Office of Economic

Opportunity in Murphy, meets with members of her ecumenical faith team— (from

left) Sharon Hotchkiss, Esther and Edwin Manchester— to discuss steps needed

to achieve her goal of home ownership. The OEO recently has won Catholic Charities

USA's 2007 Family Strengthening Award.
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Around the Diocese

Holy Sepulcher's Scroll Mass;

young adults help others

I PAGE 4

Bringing the message

Sister Laurel discusses

emotions, chastity

I
PAGE 6

Imitation of Christ will

better our world, priest

says at annual revival

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Once
again Our Lady of Consolation

Church in Charlotte was filled

with the sounds of praise

and worship from the annual

Revival of the Spirit.

Father Edward Branch
was the revivalist for the three-

day event, this year themed

"Tough Talk for Tough Times,"

held Aug. 3-5. The annual

revival is sponsored by the

diocesan African American
Affairs Ministry.

The revival is designed

to be reminiscent of the early

days of outdoor preaching

and is an opportunity to

worship publicly in the spirit

See REVIVAL, page 9

Celebrating

faith, culture

N.C. Catholics

attend National Black

Catholic Congress

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

BUFFALO, N.Y.— Forty-

nine parishioners from the

Diocese of Charlotte were
among the 2,000 black
Catholics from nearly 100

U.S. dioceses who spent four

days praying, celebrating

and learning to overcome

See CONGRESS, page 8

Culture Watch

Harry Potter's moral values;

Bishop Jugis on VNC-C TV

I PAGES 10-11
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own bacltyard

TEARS AFTER THE TRAGEDY

CNS PHOTO BY Joshua Lon, Reuters

Molly Shelton (center) wipes tears from her eyes during an Aug. 2 prayer service at St. Olaf Catholic Church

in Minneapolis for victims of the Interstate 35W bridge collapse. Prayer services for people of all faiths

were held at St. Olaf and the Catholic cathedral in St. Paul the day following the rush-hour tragedy

St. Paul-Minneapolis Catholic

community responds to bridge

collapse
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Upon

hearing of the collapse of the Interstate

35W bridge over the Mississippi

River in Minneapolis, priests from the

Archdiocese of St. Paul-Minneapolis

traveled to the scene, as well as to nearby

hospitals and medical centers, to see how
they could help victims of the tragedy

and their families.

Although travel in the city has been

difficult since the disaster, the archdiocese

held two noon prayer services Aug. 2

— one in St. Paul at the Cathedral of St.

Paul and the other at St. Olaf Church in

Minneapolis.

Coadjutor Archbishop John C.

Nienstedt presided over the ceremony

at the cathedral, and Father Kevin
McDonough, vicar general, celebrated

the prayer service as well as the daily

Mass at St. Olaf Church.

Archbishop Harry J. Flynn said

both churches had a "great number of

people who came together to offer their

consolation and their prayers for those

who died, for those who are injured, and

for their families."

Archbishop Flynn prayed for the

victims as he offered Mass in the morning

Aug. 2, and he planned to address the

crisis in a statement within the next

few days.

"Something like this shatters us," he

told Catholic News Service. "But as one

woman said to me, 'I don't know what

we'd do without faith.' It's the only thing

... to get through something like this."

Father Mark Pavlik, pastor of St.

Olaf Church, was one of the priests who
responded to the crisis. He and another

priest traveled to Hennepin Medical
Center on one side of the river in the

early evening.

Chaplains from other faiths were

also present "in fiill force." He said other

priests traveled to hospitals on the other

side of the bridge to see if they were

needed for counseling, but most of the

people involved weren't ready to talk.

Father Pavlik said the bridge collapse

had "taken the whole city by storm,

overtaken the whole city in every aspect

of everything."

People who make the daily commute
across the 1-3 5W bridge have mostly

been in silent shock, realizing how
close they were to becoming victims

themselves, he said.

Some have sought refuge at St. Olaf

Church, and at noon Aug. 2 those who
regularly attend the parish's daily Mass
joined with those present for the prayer

service.

"Our parish is right in the heart of

Minneapolis, so people come here to

pray all day long," he said. "I'm used to

that, but today has been just a tremendous

outpouring of people who just want to

stop in and pray. Not much talking yet."

On Aug. 3, officials confirmed that

six people were dead, and at least 60

were injured. Also, they said the number
of those still missing was eight, down
from as many as 20 reported earlier.

August 10, 2007

Catholics, others urge increased

funding for children's health care
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Catholic

organizations have joined with a variety

ofmedical, civic, labor and other religious

groups in calling on Congress to increase

fimding for the State Children's Health

Insurance Program, despite a threatened

veto by President GeorgeW Bush.

Representatives ofnearly three dozen

organizations participated in a July 25

Capitol Hill news conference organized

by the Catholic Health Association, which

also released a new public opinion poll

that showed Americans overwhelmingly

support the program known as SCHIP.

"We stand united because we believe

Congress and the president should do the

right thing for our children and our nation

— reauthorize a critically important

program that is supported by the vast

majority of voters," said Sister Carol

Keehan, a Daughter of Charity who is

CHA president and CEO.
Others at the news conference

represented the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops, Catholic Charities

Diocesan
planner

BOONE ViCARIATE

SPRUCE PINE — A Rosary of Intercession

for Priests is recited each Friday at St. Lucien

Church, 695 Summit St., before the 9 a.m.

Mass. Prayers are offered for bishops, priests

and deacons, and for an increase in vocations

to the priesthood. For more information, call

the church office at (828) 765-2224.

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory of Divine Love Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Tuesdays

of each month at 1 p.m. Call (336) 372-8846

for more information.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE—All CursilUstas, their families

and fiiends are invited to a Family Ultreya

Aug. 19, 12-2 p.m. in the Family Room at St.

Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy. We will have an inspirational witness

talk, grouping and a potluck lunch. For more
information, call Tom and Heather Maitin

at (704) 544-7011. If you need babysitting,

call Vicki Torres at (704) 543-7677, ext 101 1

.

CHARLOTTE — St. Basil the Great
Ukrainian Byzantine Catholic Church will

have a Ukrainian Mass in English in the

chapel of Charlotte Catholic High School,

7702 Pineville-Matthews Rd., the third

Sunday of each month at 10 a.m. The Mass
is open to anyone who would like to attend.

For more information, please contact Father

Mark Shuey at mshuey2@nc.rr.com or call

(919) 779-7246.

CHARLOTTE — Pathfinders, a peer-led

USA and the Society of St. Vincent de

Paul, as well as Protestant, Jewish and
Islamic organizations.

"We may not see eye to eye on many
of the issues facing this nation, but we all

agree that our children must be able to

receive the health care they need to learn,

to participate in school and to build their

futures on a healthy foundation," Sister

Keehan added.

The Senate Finance Committee
recently approved the Children's Health

Insurance Program Reauthorization Act,

which would provide an additional $35

billion to SCHIP over the next five years

to maintain the current coverage levels

and provide health insurance for 3.2

million children now without coverage.

The increases would be funded by a

61-cent-per-pack rise in the federal tax

on cigarettes. Bush said July 18 that he

would veto the bill. Instead he supports

revisions in the tax code that would
provide deductions to help more people

to afford health insurance.

support group for separated and divorced adults,

offers education, support and fellowship through

the divorce process. The group meets Tuesdays,

7:30-9 p.m., in St. Gabriel Church's Ministry

Building, 3016 Providence Rd. For more
information, call Nancy at (704) 752-0318.

CHARLOTTE — TGIF on Wednesday is

a support group for separated or divorced

women and men. All are welcome to join us

for encouragement and discussion with others

making similar journeys at St. Matthew Church,

8015 Ballantyne Common^ Pkwy., Wednesday
nights at 6:30 p.m. in the New Life Center, Room
114. If you have any questions, call Bonnie
Motuz at (704) 543-8998.

HUNTERSVILLE — Elizabeth Ministry is a

peer ministry comprised of St. Mark Church

parishioners who have lost babies before of

shortly after birth. Confidential peer ministry,

information and spiritual materials are offered

at no cost or obligation to anyone who has

experienced miscarriage, stillbirth or the death

of a newborn. For details, call Sandy Buck at

(704) 948-4587.

GASTON ViCARIATE

DENVER — The Blanketeers of Holy Spirit

Church hold periodic workshops to make
security blankets for seriously ill and traumatized

children through Project Linus, a nonprofit

organization. For more information, call the

church office at (704) 483-6448 or visit:

www.projectlinus.org. .

'

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — The Men's Bible Study

Group at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715

Horse Pen Creek Rd., meets Tuesdays at

6:30 a.m. in the Parish Life Center, room 4.

The group will discuss the Books of Acts,

through Sept 18. Bring your own Bible. For

more information, contact Gus Magrinat
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican office supports British prime

minister's push to cut poverty
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace

supports British Prime Minister Gordon

Brown's project to rally leaders of

government, business and faith-based

organizations in pushing to achieve the

Millennium Development Goals.

"The time for simple promises has

passed," said an Aug. 1 statement firom

the Vatican office, welcoming Brown's

July 31 call at the United Nations for

an international summit in 2008 to

pressure governments to meet their

commitments for reducing poverty and

promoting development. When most

nations of the world signed on to the

Millennium Development Goals in 2000,

"it was believed that 1 5 years would give

governments sufficient time to mobilize

efforts" to meet the goals, it said. "Some
progress has been made in some areas,

which should be applauded. However,

even with limited progress, governments

must continue striving for more."

at gmagrinat@pol.net or John, Malmfelt at

(336) 665-6450 orjmalmsie@aol.com.

GREENSBORO— Ifyou have a special need for

prayers, or would like to offer your time in prayer

for others' needs, please call the Prayer Chain

at Our Lady of Grace Church. The Prayer Chain

is a sizable group committed to praying for your

needs and the needs ofyour family and friends on

a daily basis. To request a prayer or to participate

in the Prayer Chain, call the church ofifice at

(336) 274-6520, ext. 10 and leave your name,

address and phone number

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE —St. Therese Church Senior

Fun & Games meets the second Saturday of

every month at 6:30 p.m. for those 50 and older.

A potluck supper is followed by board and card

games.' Call Barbara Daigler at (704) 662-9572

for more information.

SALISBURY — Elizabeth Ministry is a peer

ministry comprised of Sacred Heart Church
parishioners who have lost babies before or

shortly after birth. Confidential peer ministry,

information and spiritual materials are offered

at no cost or obligation to anyone who has

experienced miscarriage, stillbirtii or the death

of a newborn. For details, call Renee Washington

at (704) 637-0472 or Sharon Burges at

(704) 633-0591.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MAGGIE VALLEY — There will be a Day
of Prayer based on the Spiritual Exercises of
St. Ignatius at Living Waters Reflection Center

Sept. 8." For more information, call David and
Cathie Tilly at (828) 479-9278

WAYNESVILLE —- The Catholic Women's Circle

of St. John the Evangelist Church, 234 Church St.,

meets the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m.

in the church hall. For more information, call the

church office at (828) 456-6707.

FRANKLIN — The Women's Guild of
St. Francis of Assisi Church,. 299 Maple St.,

The goals focused on eradicating

hunger and poverty, achieving universal

primary education, promoting equality,

reducing child mortality, improving

maternal health, combating AIDS and

malaria, protecting the environment

and developing a global partnership

for development. The Vatican statement

said governments repeatedly have
pledged to dedicate the equivalent of 0.7

percent of their gross national product to

development assistance.

"If that pledged target amount was
achieved, a total of U.S. $192 billion

would be made available annually"

instead of "the U.S. $78.6 billion

presently being made available," it said.

"A new starting point, built upon
renewed political will, the mobilization

of efforts and resources and the shaping

of a true, recognizable and viable global

partnership for development should be

welcomed and fostered by everyone," the

Vatican statement said.

meets the second Monday of each month at

1 p.m. in the Family Life Center. The meetings

feature guest speakers and special events

periodically. For more information, call Claire

Bamable at (828) 369-1565.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — A course on Natural

Family Planning will begin Aug. 19, 1:30-

3:30 p.m. at St. Leo the Great Church, 335

Springdale Ave. Class dates are Aug. 19, Sept.

16, Oct. 21, and Nov. 18. The Sympto-Thermal

Method of NFP is safe and medically proven

99.9% effective. Couples with marginal

fertility will also benefit from working
with their natural mutual fertility instead of

against it. Call Todd and Stephanie Brown at

(336) 765-2909 for more information.

CLEMMONS — A Charismatic Prayer
Group meets Mondays at 7:15 p.m. in

the eucharistic chapel of Holy Family
Church, 4820 Kinnamon Rd. Join us for

praise music, witness, teaching, prayers and

petition. For more details, call Jim Passero at

(336) 998-7503.

CLEMMONS — The Knitting Ministry of

Holy Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon Rd.,

meets Monday evenings, 6:30-8 p.m., to pray,

learn to knit, reflect on life's lessons and reach

out to others in our community. Opportunities

exist for the beginner to the experienced as we
knit and purl Prayer Shawls, Preemie Blankets

or Squares for Survivors. Please contact

Rosemary at (336) 766-2315 or Carmel
at (336) 766-0650 for more information.

Is your parish sponsoring a free event

open to the general public? Deadline

for all submissions for the Diocesan

Planner is 15 days prior to desired

publication date. Submit in writing to

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

' Aug. 12 — 9 a.m.

Couples for Christ Mass

Westin Hotel, Charlotte

Aug. 19— 10:30 a.m.

installation of Father Michael Kottar as pastor

St. Mary Church, Shelby

Aug. 15— 7:30 p.m.

Installation of Father Timothy Reid as pastor

St. Ann Church, Charlotte

Aug. 28 — 1:30 p.m.

Building Commission meeting

Pastoral Center, Charlotte

Pope says too much wealth, greed

could compromise one's salvation
CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy (CNS)

— Too much wealth and greed could

"seriously compromise" one's salvation,

Pope Benedict XVI said, adding that the

real treasure humanity should strive for

is Christ.

It is a thing of "wisdom and virtue

to not set one's heart on the things of

this world, because everything passes,

everything can suddenly come to an

end," he said before reciting the Angelus

prayer Aug. 5.

While one's earthly possessions and

material wealth can be a necessity that

are good in and of themselves, they are

"not to be considered an absolute good,"

he told those gathered in the courtyard

of the papal summer residence south

ofRome.
Wealth "does not ensure salvation,

rather it could even seriously compromise

it," he said.

Christ, the pope said, warned people

to guard against greed and becoming
attached to earthly possessions.

"The true treasure we Christians

have to tirelessly seek out lies in 'what

is above, where Christ is seated at the

right hand of God,'" he said, quoting a

Bible passage from Paul's Letter to the

Colossians.

He invited people to pray to Mary
for help in living with moderation so that

"we are not dominated by avarice and

egoism," but are constantly looking for

what is good and valuable in the eyes

of God.

After the Angelus prayer, the pope

praised the ecumenical contributions

of the recently deceased leader of the

Romanian Orthodox Church.

Patriarch Teoctist, who died July

30, was a "noble pastor who loved his

church and made a positive contribution

to relations between Catholics and
Orthodox," Pope Benedict said.

He said he warmly remembered the

patriarch "with esteem and affection"

and recalled that his landmark visits

with Pope John Paul II also reflected

the patriarch's "clear witness to his

commitment" to Christian imity.

Prayers for the miners

CNS PHOTO BY Ramin Rahimian, Reuters

People arrive for a special evening Mass at Mission San Rafael Catholic Church in Huntington, Utah,

Aug. 7. The friends and family of three of the trapped miners attended the Mass. At press time, rescue

efforts continue to save six coal miners trapped since Aug. 6 in the caved-in Crandall Canyon mine,

owned by the Murray Energy Corp.

Join our Orstorian Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHERI
As priests and lay men, our community lives wittiout

vows and serves Cod's people numerous ways, including-.

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more about serving Cod with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586
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LONG-STANDING ORDER

Courtesy Photo

Bishop Peter J. Jugis talks with Kathy Tronco and Ann Weidie, Ladies of the Equestrian Order of the Holy

Sepulcher of Jerusalem, after the Scroll Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte Aug. 5.

Knights, Ladies of Holy Sepulcher

welcomed, honored during Scroll Mass
CHARLOTTE — Scrolls were

recently presented to members of the

Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher

of Jerusalem in the Diocese of Charlotte.

The scrolls, significant in welcoming

and honoring members in the long-

standing lay order, were conferred during

the order's Scroll Mass at St. Patrick

Cathedral Aug. 5.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis, who celebrated

the Mass and is a member of the order,

and John Piunno of the order's USA
Middle Atlantic Lieutenancy presented

the scrolls from Rome confirming
admission and promotion.

Invested into the order were
Robert Eggleston Jr., Ann Weidie and

Stuart Weidie. Promoted to the rank

of commander were Gilbert Durkee,

Elizabeth Durkee, Mary Lou Hildreth

and Wilhelmina Da Silva Mobley.

Promoted to knight grand cross was
James E. P. Turner.

Three people are expected to be

invested and eight promoted during the

order's annual meeting in November.

Michael Balbirnie, the order's

regional representative for the Diocese

of Charlotte, said the growth is a positive

sign for the order, which is dedicated to

preserving Christ's tomb in Jerusalem

as well as supporting Catholic schools,

hospitals, orphanages and churches in the

Holy Land.

"We try to raise awareness of
Christians and Christian places in the

Holy Land," said Balbirnie.

"We invite and encourage prayers

and support fi-om all the people of the

diocese," he said.

Walking for life

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Seth Wright (right) of Dallas, Texas, and Stafford Long of Shreveport, La., accept

donations after Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte Aug. 5. Wright and Long

are among the more than 50 young adults walking on one of three 10-week, 3,200-

mile, coast-to-coastpilgrimages as part ofthe 13th annual Crossroads Pro-Life Walk

AcrossAmerica this summer Walking an average of17 miles a day, each Crossroads

volunteer will cover more than 1,200 miles by Aug. 11, when all three groups of

pro-life pilgrims arrive on Capitol Hill in Washingtonfor aprayer service. Taking

their pro-life message to an estimated 1 million people in dozens of cities, the

walkers 'slogan is "saving lives one step at a time.
"

Serving those in need
Youths, young adults from Diocese of Charlotte help feed

homeless in Philly neighborhood

PHILADELPHIA, Pa.— Six y6uths

and young adults from the Diocese of

Charlotte recently took part in a mission

trip to help those in need.

The June 29-July 1 trip allowed

the parishioners from Greensboro,
Hendersonville, Shelby and Winston-

Salem to assist the poor and needy
at the St. Francis Inn, a Franciscan

community in Philadelphia's Kensington

neighborhood.

"Most of the participants did not

know each other before our travel, but

quickly became a community working

side by side at the St. Francis Inn and

lodging together at the inn's volunteer

house," saidBetti Longinotti, chairperson

of the Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis

Youth and Young Adult Commission,

which sponsored the mission trip.

The St. Francis Inn community
is comprised of Sisters of St. Francis,

Franciscan fiiars and Secular Franciscans,

as well as Franciscan young adult

volunteers. The community tries to meet

the daily needs ofthe people it serves with

food, clothing and hospitality. The inn's

dining room serves more than 300 meals

a day, 365 days a year, with volunteers

helping to cook, serve and clean.

"In addition to preparing and serving

the meals ... we also had the opportunity

to participate in Morning Prayer and daily

and Sunday Mass held in the chapel," said

Longinotti. "The style and approach to

these liturgies acquainted the participants

with the Franciscan spirituality."

The mission trip participants kept a

group journal of their experiences. Mary
Kate Ferry, 26, a parishioner ofSt. Paul the

Apostle Church in Greensboro, entitled it

"The Soup Kitchen Chronicles."

Matthew Hair, 18, a parishioner

of Immaculate Conception Church in

Hendersonville, wrote that helping make
deliveries to the poor and disadvantaged

was an overwhelming, eye-opening
experience.

Katie Longinotti, 21, a parishioner of

Our Lady of Mercy Church in Winston-

Salem, saidworking atthe inn's soupkitchen

allowed her to personally interact with its

guests and "befriend the friendless."

The Brothers and Sisters of
St. Francis is a regional fraternity of the

Secular Franciscan Order serving local

fraternities of the Southeast. Its Youth

and Young Adult Commission provides

opportunities for youths and young
adults to nurture their faith and in the life

of the Catholic Church.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the

commission, contact Betti Longinotti at

bssf_sfo@yahoo.com.

CuiiRiE'jV Photo

Youths and young adults from the Diocese of Charlotte and elsewhere, who took part in a June 29-

July 1 Franciscan mission trip to St. Francis Inn in Philadelphia, are pictured in the inn's chapel.

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^H
reputation of over 18 years of exefnplary retirement ^p*^
living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedrooni floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Mondi-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOISWOCO
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Local CSS program wins

Catholic Charities award
OEO, from page 1

by Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin of

Charlotte and Bishop Emeritus F. Joseph

Gossman ofRaleigh, which sought to raise

awareness ofpoverty within the state.

Catholic Charities USA is a

national association of more than 1,500

local Catholic Charities agencies and

institutions that serve more than 7.4

million people a year.

Its annual awards program, made
possible by support of the Annie E.

Casey Foundation, aims to recognize

and award exceptional programs in

the Catholic Charities network that

take a holistic approach to providing

services by supporting healthy family

relationships while working to improve

a family's overall financial situation and

enhance the community where they live.

"The Office of Economic
Opportunity is one of the brightest stars

in a constellation of outstanding Catholic

Charities programs working to strengthen

families," said Father Larry Snyder,

president of Catholic Charities USA.
"By connecting low-income families

to the supports and opportunities that

they need to be economically stable, this

wonderfijl program is making a critical

"The Office of Economic
Opportunity is one of

the brightest stars in a

constellation of outstanding

Catholic Charities

programs,"

— Father Larry Snyder

difference in the lives of children and

their families and, in turn, building a

stronger community by helping to reduce

poverty," he said.

The OEO's goal "is to help families

develop the skills needed to make better

choices for building a more secure

future," said Claudie Burchfield, OEO
director.

"In the process, we collaborate

with many local agencies, churches and

community leaders," she said.

Eight Christian denominations
contribute in various ways to the OEO's
Far West Families First program, said

Burchfield, and pastors from five

Christian faith communities serve on the

advisory board.

OEO created the Far West Families

^tt§M %W'jik 'mtiLAiM

DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMAGE TO

THEHOLYLAND
November 6 15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation and Pastor, St Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic faith

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily Mass at many of the

historical sites of our faith.

Highlights include:

-Tiberias, Mt. Carmel, Sea of Galilee area

- Mt Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boybood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jerusalem area: Mount of Olives, Garden of

Gethsemane, Via Dolorosa, Lord's Tomb at Church of

the Holy Sepulchre, Mount Zion, Upper Room, Dormition

• Abbey, Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites - PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,499 from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels

and all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.

Photo by Joseph Pureuo

The diocesan Office of Economic Opportunity in Murphy, a program of Catholic Social Service's Office of

Peace and Justice, has vifon Catholic Charities USA's 2007 Family Strengthening Award and vi/ill receive

$25,000.

First program to help combat poverty in

western North Carolina. The program

matches struggling families with
ecumenical faith teams who provide

support and encouragement to help

the families reach goals they set for

themselves.

Such goals might relate to debt

reduction, credit building, health

issues, housing concerns, education

and employability. In a supportive

relationship, the team helps the family

understand and learn skills needed for

successful problem solving ,and locate

outside resources when needed.

The OEO also provides families with

counseling opportunities to help them

work through challenges that impede

family development and stability.

Anotherprogram, theAssets Building

Long-term Equity (ABLE) Financial

Literacy program, addresses "financial

illiteracy" within the commimity.

In addition to credit counseling, the

ABLE program provides workshops,

lectures and special presentations on
pertinent financial literacy topics,

including maximizing food stamp dollars,

budgeting and attaining affordable

housing.

The OEO also serves as a host

site for Consumer Credit Counseling

Services ofAsheville.

The OEO was one of four programs

Catholic Charities USA picked for the

2007 Family Strengthening Award,
chosen from submissions from local

Catholic Charities agencies across

the country. All four will be honored

at Catholic Charities USA's annual

gathering in Cincinnati, Ohio, Sept. 16.

WANT MORE INFO?

To learn more about the diocesan Office

of Economic Opportunity, go online to

www.cssnc.org/oeo.

''When Im gone, who will

receive the gifts God gave me?"

IS your answer to the question. 60-70%

of Americans die witliout a valid will. l{ vou die witkout

a will, tke laws of ike stale you live in will delerrnine

kow your assets are divided including assets to your family.

Witkoul a will or otker ckaritakle eslate plan, ckarilakle

^lesires you may kave for your parisk, Catkolic sckool,

agency, diocese or tke diocesan foundation will ke ignored.

Don 't let your answer he silence.

'e 4
ofthe

Raroan Catiifrfic Dtooc»Mi of Chartotte

To receive thefree booklet "Better Estate Planning" contactJudy Smith, Director ofPlanned Giving,

704-370-3320: 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203. jmstnith@charlottediocese.otg.
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Bringing the message
Speaker explores emotionSy chastity at talks in Charlotte

BY KATHY SCHMUGGE
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLOTTE — Love, suffering,

parenthood andhuman sexuality werejust

a few of the topics tackled by Dominican

Sister Jane Dominic Laurel during her

talks in the Diocese of Charlotte.

Sister Laurel, a member of the St.

Cecilia Congregation of Dominican
Sisters of Nashville, Term., spoke at St.

Gabriel Church and St. Vincent de Paul

Church in Charlotte in July.

Laura Lindsley, a recent high

school graduate, enjoyed Sister Laurel's

message on chastity to approximately

100 teenagers at St. Gabriel Church

July 19. Laurel described it as one of

the strongest and best-presented chastity

talks she had ever heard.

"Sister Jane Dominic shed much-
needed light on the type of people we
should strive to be and the type oflove we
should give ourselves to, and be tender

people who love selflessly and without

condition," said Lindsley, a parishioner

of St. Vincent de Paul Church.

Word travels fast when it comes to

the insights of Sister Laurel. Her talks at

St. Matthew Church in Charlotte in May
created such a buzz that she was quickly

invited to speak at St. Gabriel and St.

Vincent de Paul churches.

She was also asked to give private

talks at homes in Charlotte and Rock Hill,

S.C., and will return formore engagements

in South Carolina in September.

Why all the excitement? According

to Margaret Kermedy, a parishioner at St.

Vincent de Paul Church who organized

the Charlotte talks. Sister Laurel touches

a person's heart.

"She has a different effect on each

person and I think that is a gift. God
knows what we need spiritually and I

think he allows us to see and hear what
we need," said Kermedy.

"True eros shows us that we
need each other. It draws us

out of ourselves."

— Dominican Sister Jane

Dominic Laurel

Sister Laurel teaches theology at

Aquinas College in Nashville and this

coming year she will pursue doctoral

studies in theology at the Pontifical

University of St. Thomas Aquinas, also

known as the Angelicum, in Rome, Italy.

She is a frequent guest speaker and

lecturer on topics related to religious life

and theology.

Sister Laurel's July 20 talk at St.

Vincent de Paul Church on the role

of emotions in the spiritual life gave

insight into how emotions, when in

cooperation with the intellect, can aid a

person in choosing God's will. She also

noted the importance of developing a

"sacramental imagination" fed by the

sacraments, as opposed to having only

a secular imagination fed by television

and magazines, because the imagination

influences the emotions.

Sister Laurel also spoke on Pope
Benedict XVI 's encyclical, "God is Love."

"Sister Jane reminded us that love

should cost you something," said Heather

Martin, a parishioner of St. Vincent de

Paul Church in Charlotte.

"Love it is not 'all about me,' but it is

about sacrifice, and in loving rightly we are

transformed. It makes us into the person

God has called us to be," said Martin.

Sister Laurel distinguished between

true and false eros, which the pope said

"denotes the love of one who desires to

possess what he or she lacks and yearns

for union with the beloved."

Paraphrasing from Pope Benedict,

Providing help. Creating hope. Changing lives.

Catliollc Social Services — The Diocese of Charlotte

Executive Director: Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227

Associate Director: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3250

Refugee Office: Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930

Family Life: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3228

Justice and Peace: Joe Purello (704) 370-3225

OEO/CSS Murphy Satellite Office (828) 835-3535

Charlotte Region: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Debra Braese (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second St., Winston-Salem, NC 27108

Area Director: Diane Bullard (336) 727-0705

Greensboro Satellite Office (336) 274-5577

Latino Family Center (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

1123 South Church Street, Charlotte NC 28203

www.cssnc.org

Catholic Social Services

Diocese of Chariotte

CouRrtSY Photo

Dominican Sister Jane Dominic Laurel is pictured during her talk on chastity to teenagers at St. Gabriel

Church in Charlotte July 1 9.

she drew the parallel between the false

ethos (distinguishing character) of today

seen in the media with that of the early

Greeks, who promoted a false eros as an

intoxication "being overpowered by a

divine madness." This false eros is really

lust that results in using or objectifying

oneself and others, she said.

"It is impure and undisciplined. It can

not lead to happiness because it is warped

and destructive," said Sister Laurel.

Real eros, she explained, is good

and beautiful and it supposed to bring

pleasure, and that pleasure brings a

person to beatitude.

"True eros shows us the we need

each other," said Sister Laurel. "It draws

us out of ourselves. We grow out of our

selfishness and begin to seek the good of

the beloved."

Kathy Schmugge is Family
Life Coordinator for the Diocese of
Charleston.

Contact: Sr. Alma Marie, O.P.
Tel: 914.769.4794

E-Mail: sralmamarie@aol.com
www.hawthorne-dominicans.org
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Bridging the gap

Courtesy Photo

Representativesfrom the Diocese of Charlotte are pictured at "Eye on the Horizon, " an

institute sponsored by the NationalAssociation ofDiocesan Directors ofCampus Ministry,

in Washington, D.C, June 25-27.

The institute focused on bridging the gap between youth groups and campus

ministry. Many colleges students who were involved with their youth groups

in high school do not take advantage of the opportunities offered by Catholic

campus ministries.

"Our ultimate goal is getyoungpeople involved in youth andcampus ministries, because

then they are more likely to be involved as adults, " saidMary Wright, director ofdiocesan

campus ministry.

Pictured left to right are Paul Jarzembowski, acting executive director of the National

Catholic Young Adult Ministry Association; Grey Nun ofthe Sacred Heart Sister Eileen

Spanier,formerdirectorofdiocesanyoungadultministry; Wright; GloriaSchweizer, Catholic

campus minister at Western Carolina University; Father Martin Moran, executive director

ofthe Catholic Campus MinistryAssociation; PaulKotlowski, directorofthe diocesanyouth

ministryoffice;andRobertMcCarty,executivedirectoroftheNationalFederationforCatholic

Youth Ministry.

You 're Invited!

Room At The Inn's

Thirteenth Annual Fundraising Banquet

Charlotte Convention Center

Thursday, October 11, 2007

Featured Speaker

FOX News Chaimel's

Judge

Andrew P. Napolitano

Judge Napolitano appears daily on The Big Story with

John Gibson, co-hosts FOXand Friends once a week and

is a regular on The O'Reilly Factor. A graduate of Notre Dame Law School, he is

informative, entertaining and absolutely pro-life!

Registration/Reception, 5:30 pm— Seating for Dinner, 6:30 pm
** Reservations are FREE, but required.

To make a reservation or to host a table of 8, contact Banquet Reservations at

(704) 525-4673, ext. 10 or iroomattheinn@carolina.rr.com by September 17th.

Room At The Inn, Inc. is a Catholic maternity and after-care program for pregnant

mothers in Charlotte, N.C. Please visit our website, www.rati.org, for more information

on our pro-life programs.

Guiding the future of tlie cliurch
Sister Spanier reflects on young adult ministry in diocese

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Grey Nun of the

Sacred Heart Sister Eileen Spanier hopes

that the ministries she dedicated the past

two years will continue to thrive, even

though she is no longer working in the

Diocese of Charlotte.

Sister Spanier served as director

of the diocesan young adult ministry

ofifice and as Catholic campus minister

for UNC-Charlotte from July 2005 until

last month. Prior to these positions, she

served as director of vocations for her

congregation.

"Working in the Diocese ofCharlotte

has given me many gifts, particularly in

the relationships I've formed and what

I've learned, which I'll take with me to

my next ministry," she said.

At the directive ofher congregation,

Sister Spanier moved to Queens, N.Y., in

early August, where she will participate

in a new ministry initiative, consisting of

researching opportunities for corporate

ministry. At the same time, she will be

working full time at Our Lady of Fatima

Church in Queens, primarily in the area

ofyoung adult ministry.

Sister Spanier said she considered it

to be her role as director of young adult

ministry in the Diocese of Charlotte to

provide support and encouragement to

the yoimg adult ministers in their work.

"There wonderful young adult leaders

in the Diocese of Charlotte; they have lots

of energy and enthusiasm," she said.

According to Sister Spanier, the

Diocese ofCharlotte needs to continue to

invest in yoimg adult ministry, as young

adults are future leaders of the church.

"It's important for young people to

know the church cares about them and

wants to reach out to them," she said.

"Pastors need to be passionate about

the young adults in their parishes," she

said. "It's a good investment that will

pay off later."

Young adults have a lot of skills their

older counterparts might not— computer

savvy, for instance. Sister Spanier said

that they need to be taught how to use

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Gray Nun of the Sacred Heart Sister Eileen

Spanier speaks during a Theology on Tap session

in Charlotte April 18, 2006. Sister Spanier, who

served as director of diocesan young adult

ministry since July 2005, was re-assigned by her

congregation to New York in August.

those skills for the church.

"Young people today do want
to participate in the church, but not

necessarily in a traditional way," said

Sister Spanier. "The gifts they bring into

the church will make it better."

Sister Spanier believes that an

effective way to draw young people

into active participation in the church

is through programs such as Theology

on Tap, where young adults gather

at a restaurant to hear speakers and

participate in discussions on topics such

as ethics in the workplace, relationships

and putting their faith into action.

"We try to get young people to come
together in small groups to share and grow

in their faith experiences," she said.

What hopefully happens next, Sister

Spanier said, is that those yoimg people

take their experiences back into their

parishes and development small faith-

sharing groups ofyoung adults.

"At this crucial time in the history

of the Catholic Church, our resources

need to be directed at young adults, as the

future ofthe church," Sister Spanier said.

World Vouth Day 2008! - in Sydney, Australia
10 Days - departing July 12, 2008
$3,569 from Charlotte
(includes air, accommodations, tips, taxes and fees)

We invite all 16- to 35-year-olds to join us for this

once-in-a-lifetime faith experience!^ Sponsored and escorted by the Charlotte diocesan

Office for Vouth Ministry and the Office for Voung Adults.

Deadline for registration — October 1st, 2007
Questions and/or registration: Peg Ruble at
704-370-3359 or e-mail pcruble@charlottediocese.org

vce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Prcarrangements and obituaries ori'line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

1401 Patten Ave.

Aslieville, NC
(828) 252-3535

72 Long Slioals Road

Arden,NC

(828) 687-35:»
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Education, social justice

concerns covered at congress

CONGRESS, from page 1

challenges at the 10th National Black

Catholic Congress.

The theme of the July 12-15

gathering in Buffalo, N.Y., was "Christ

Is With Us: Celebrating the Gifts of the

Sacraments."

"The Charlotte Diocese was proudly

represented by those who journeyed to

Buffalo," said Sandy Murdock, director

of the Diocese of Charlotte's African

American Affairs Ministry.

"Representatives included teens,

young aduhs, adults and senior citizens,"

she said.

The group included parishioners

from the Basilica of St. Lawrence
in Asheville, Holy Cross Church in

Kemersville, Our Lady of Consolation

Church in Charlotte, St. Benedict the

Moor Church in Winston-Salein, St.

Helen Mission in Spencer Mountain and

St. Mary Church and St. Pius X Church

in Greensboro.

Youths from the diocese participated

in the adoration service, served as altar

servers during the closing Mass and sang

in the choir.

"The congress attendees heard

wonderful keynote speakers and attended

a variety of workshops supporting the

congress' theme," said Murdock.

Speakers touched on topics such as

using cyberspace for evangelization,

the symbolic nature of the seven
sacraments and utilizing new styles

of music at Mass.

"If a church doesn't do that (musical

innovation), young Catholic men and

women will be drawn to places where
their songs are being sung and their

stories are being told, for example, the

megachurches," said Kevin Johnson
during his July 13 workshop.

"Quality worship increases church

attendance and membership," said

Johnson, chairman of the music depart-

ment at Spelman College in Atlanta.

"Churches that were once barely

operating and on the verge of collapse are

bustling churches whereAfrican-American

worship is done well," he said.

Futurefoundations

"Take what you have learned in

the workshops and share it with the

people back at home ... and allow the

Lord to use you," said Father Raymond
Harris, a priest of the Archdiocese of

Baltimore, at the congress's final session,

"Foimdations for the Future."

During the session, representatives

fronf each of the congress's eight

leadership commissions told what the

commissions had been doing about the

organization's .eight core principles:

Catholic education, Afiica, HIV/AIDS,
parish life, social justice, racism,

spirituality, youths and young adults.

In the five years since the last

congress, the Catholic education
leadership committee has been working

hard, said Kathleen Merrit, director of

the Office of Ethnic Ministries for the

Diocese of Charleston, S.C.

Commissioners have researched

and published a book, titled "Sustaining

Catholic Education in and for the Black

Community," as a resource for dioceses,

individuals and organizations who are

trying to develop successfial sfrategies

for sustaining Catholic education in their

communities, Merrit said.

They also are in the process of

developing a National Support Initiative,

which will provide financial assistance to

Catholic schools in black communities,

she said. Congress participants donated

more than $1,000 in start-up funds for

this initiative, she added.

"The Afiica principle commission

established a vision to foster a unifying,

healing mutual dialogue between the

continent of Africa" and the U.S. black

Catholic community, said Kim Mazyck.
"We feel that uniting to build a sfrong

relationship with our brothers and sisters

in Christ honors all of the sacraments."

The commission would like to develop

a curriculum about Africa for parishes and

schools and help communities host annual

or biannual events celebrating Afiica's

culture, she said.

The leadership commission for

the HIV/AIDS principle is dedicated

to decreasing the prevalence of the

disease in black Catholic communities

by increasing awareness and education

efforts, said Mary Leisring, director

of the Office of Black Ministry for the

Archdiocese of Denver.

"Our goal was basically to ask

all Catholics to respond to all people

suffering as Jesus did, with love, care

it's news and
inspiration about
the Diocese of Chariotte!

Athletics and Virtue

with Dr. Bill Thierfelder,

President of Belmont Abbey College

diocese of chartotte podcar-.

www.C

CNS PHOTO BY Mike Crupi, Cathouc Courier

The 10th National Black Catholic Congress choir says the Lord's Prayer during the July 1 5 closing Mass in

Buffalo, N.Y Forty-nine people from the Diocese of Charlotte were among the congress' 2,000 participants.

and compassion. We're called to respect

the dignity of every human person and to

bring strength and courage to those who
suffer from this disease," she said.

Commissioners would like every

parish to establish an HIV/AIDS ministry,

whose participants would pray each day

for those suffering from or touched by the

disease. The ministries could eventually

branch out and provide child care and
respite to those people, Leisring said.

Theparish life leadership commission
is committed to helping black parishes

remain open and experience vibrancy

and growth, said Sylvia Royster.

Commissioners are trying to help

parishes find new and effective ways of

evangelizing and develop best practices

and sfrategies for parishes, she said.

The social justice commission hopes

to help black Catholics understand

the black experience through the lens

of Catholic social teaching and raise

awareness andunderstandingofeconomic
poverty, both domestic and globals.

Racism is a sin, but African-

Americans still deal with this sensitive

issue, said Robert Ellis, development

director for the Diocese of Grand
Rapids, Mich. The goal of the leadership

commission on racism is to eliminate the

sin of racism by helping U.S. dioceses

develop and implement plans to address

and combat it, he said.

The spirituality leadership
commission has been working to help

Catholics acknowledge the gifts ofblack

spirituality and God's call to ongoing

evangelization, said Maria Jerkins,

director of the OjBfice of Black Ministry

for the Archdiocese of Miami.

John Phillips of the Archdiocese

of Atlanta and Ayisha Morgan-Lee
of the Diocese of Pittsburgh, who are

both members of commission on youth

and young adult leadership, called

upon congress participants to support

expanded ministerial and leadership

roles for black Catholic youth ministers.

Contributing to this article was
Jennifer Burke, Amy Kotlarz and
Sandy Murdock. :

Seeking healing
and forgiveness
after an abortion?
Experience God's love and
compassion once again -

The Charlotte Diocese

Respect Life Office of Catholic

Social Services offers help to

both men and women, in

confidence, at 704-370-3229.

Upcoming Rachel's Vineyard Retreat -

September 28-30 at The Oratory in Rock Hill, SC

You may also want to visit Rachel's

Vineyard Web site at www.rachelsvineyard.org

for helpful articles, retreat information and

other direction to new hope and meaning

for your future.< ;;;tiH>[k- Soci;Ji Services
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Catholics at revival called

to 'change the world'

"These are tough
times, and we are

a tough audience,

but Jesus is

calling us/^

REVIVAL, from page 1

of the black church.

Father Branch is the Catholic

chaplain for the Atlanta University

Center, a cluster of historically African-

American colleges and universities.

Father Branch preached to a

congregation of about 200 people Aug.

3, basing his sermon on Luke 5:1-11,

the parable of Jesus calling Simon the

fisherman. Father Branch's sermon was
filled with stem words for his audience,

telling them that following Jesus isn't

always easy, it doesn't always make
sense, but it works.

"Luke goes out ofhis way to say that

to us, not culture, not color, not monetary

prosperity, will make our world better;

only following Jesus will," he said.

"These are tough times, and we are a

tough audience, but Jesus is calling us."

Father Branch told the congregation

that God is merciful and generous;

the Christian vocation is to be the

same in order to show God's mercy
and generosity.

— Father Edward Branch

"No matter what our career is . . . our

vocation is to work together to imitate

Jesus and draw others to God," he said.

"This is what will change the world."

Conversion to Jesus doesn't

guarantee that all will go well with yOur

families. Father Branch warned. But is

does guarantee that all will go well with

your relationship to Jesus.

In return, the only things that we can

give God that God does not have, unless

we give it to him freely: our love and

fidelity, he said.

"That is why we have free will,

CRUISE ONLYCwithoutairfare"")

FOR $2,460!
The Diocese of Charlotte

invites you to leave w^inter behind and explore the

SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN
and the PANAMA SANAL

January 31- February II, 2008
All family and friends are welcome to join with

Fr. Mo West as we cruise from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
aboard Holland America's luxury ship ms Volendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride ir\cluded for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach
hammock, learn about Bahamian cultiure

* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a
submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy
beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jungle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native
markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!

* Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES airfare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ ship transfers, taxes, baggage
handling and all port charges! Arrange your own travel to Florida and save!

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332 or
Patty at Collette Vacations (877) 894-1245 ext. 3163.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

A woman lights another's candle before the congregation renewed their baptismal promises during the

annual revival at Our Lady of Consolation Church in Charlotte Aug. 3.

brothers and sisters — unless we have

free will, we could not give God what

he desperately wants — our love and

fidelity," he said.

Following the sermon, the

congregation lit candles and Father

Branch led them in a renewal of their

baptismal promises.

The congregants then proceeded to

the altar in pairs and blessed each other

by dipping their fingers in holy water

and making the sign of the cross on one

another's foreheads.

The revival also included music

performed by Joe Priester and the

F.L.O.W. Liturgical Dance Ministry.

At Saturday evening's service,

Father Branch preached on "Mission

Readiness," addressing the need for

accord in our community. At Sunday's

closing worship. Father Branch spoke

about the third age of humanity, as

recalled in the Gospel of Luke.

"We are not a community for

ourselves; we are a community for

all," said Father Branch. "We make of

ourselves a community in order that

we will attract others into the circle of

God's grace."

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevt. is@charlottediocese. org.

Father Edward Branch preaches about the parable

of Jesus' calling of Simon the fisherman.

WANT MORE INFO?

To learn more about the diocesan

African American Affairs Ministry, call

(704) 370-3267 or go online to

www.charlottediocese.org/aaam.html.

Experiencing difficulties in your marriage?

A Lifeline for Marriage

September 1 2 14 in Raleigh

Come for a weekend to rediscover your spouse under the

ministry of Retrouvaille, (pronounced "retro-vi").

Designed to provide tools for difficult times, this weekend

will help married c6uples examine their lives m new,

positive ways.

Retrouvaille has helped many thousands of couples

experiencmg everything firom disillusionment to

deep misery.

For conndential info or to register: 336-297-0595 or retrouvaille@msn.com.

Visit our Web site: www.retrouvaille.org.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

'Christian story' in a 'witchcraft tale'

Book views Harry Potter series through moral,

spiritual lenses

REVIEWED BY

LORRAINE V. MURRAY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Are the Harry Potter books safe

for kids?

This question has been bandied about

for years, with some parents insisting the

books encourage young children to see

witchcraft and magic as ordinary parts of

Hfe, while others believe the books are

harmless. Where does the truth lie?

Nancy Carpentier Brown in "The

Mystery of Harry Potter: A Catholic

Family Guide" attempts to look at the

series written by J.K. Rowling through a

variety of lenses.

Brown admits she went from being

anti-Potter to becoming a supporter, after

she took the time to read the books.

Brown has some good advice. Above
all, she believes the seven books are not

for children of all ages. Thus, parents

should read them first to decide ifthe plots

would be too upsetting or inappropriate

for their own children.

She believes the Harry Potter books

are moral tales depicting a struggle

between good and evil, with emphasis

placed on human free will. For her, the

magic in the books is no more harmful

than that found in many fairy tales.

The books, she claims, emphasize

the very Catholic beliefin the importance

of sacrificial love, so Rowling has "told

a Christian story in the unexpected

disguise of a witchcraft tale."

"Mystery" will be a good read

for busy parents who want to explore

more deeply the underlying messages

of the Potter series. But at times the

writing seems rushed and disjointed,

and many topics are too general to be

considered specifically pertinent to

Catholic parents.

It is true, as the author points out, that

parents and friendships are shown to be

important in the Potter books, and, yes,

it is true that the books have no smoking,

no drug use, no same-sex partners and

"very little swearing."

Still, these points alone won't
assuage the fears of parents who believe

the books are too dark and too deeply

involved in magic and witchcraft. And
Catholic parents especially will want to

know what the Catechism ofthe Catholic

Church — and the Bible — say about

magic, and what church leaders have said

about the books.

Early on. Brown mentions that Pope

Benedict XVI, when he was Cardinal

Joseph Ratzinger, had expressed an

opinion that the Potter books contained

•c'subtle seductions."

His full statement was: "These

are subtle seductions that are barely

noticeable, and precisely because of

that have a deep effect and corrupt the

Christian faith in souls even before it

could properly grow."

Brown dismisses his remarks as polite

responses to Gabriel Kuby, a German
author who had sent him a copy of her

book, "Harry Potter: Good or Evil?"

Brown notes that the pope has never read

any of the Harry Potter books himself

At times, she mentions places in the

Bible and the catechism that she feels are

relevant to her defense of the books, but

some ofher claims are vague, such as her

assertion that even the Bible has stories

about magicians and about people lying.

She also believes it is important for

parents to guide their children through

the books, and discuss concepts with

them. As she points out, some moral

situations in Harry Potter can be hard for

young children to understand:

"Although there is a clear delineation

between the good and evil, there are

many times when we must choose greater

goods over lesser goods, and we must be

able to weigh complex issues."

This comment alone shows why
the books may be inappropriate for very

young readers, who lack the wisdom to

make such distinctions.

Every chapter has dinner-table

questions, which may be helpful for

parents who want to discuss the books

with their children. Also, there is a good

chapter on the difference between the

movies and the books, with the author

noting that the movies are generally more

upsetting and violent tfian the books,

and parents should take movie ratings

seriously.

When all is said and done, one

questions remains: Are the books safe for

children? Even after reading this book,

the jury is still out.

Murray is the author of three books

on spiritual issues and works in the Pitts

Theology Library at Emory University

in Atlanta.

MORE COVERAGE
Read Effie Caldarola's column on the real

magic of Harry Potter oq page 14.

Caring for Chorlotte Area Cotholic

families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICEJNC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hiil 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: AUG. 19, 2007

Aug. 1 9, Twentieth Sunday

in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10

Psalm 40:2-4, 18

2) Hebrews 12:1-4

3) Gospel: Luke 12:49-53

Faith, trust in

God aids during

trying times

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Yves chose to emigrate to the United

States from his impoverished homeland

of Haiti eight years ago, not an easy

decision. He had a wife, three children

and another on the way.

Their plan was for him to settle in the

U.S. and immediately begin the process

to bring the family to join him. He knew
fi-om the beginning it would involve a

long separation, as he had waited nine

years himself for a visa.

Last month the family's long wait

ended after eight years and about $20,000.

To save airfare, I drove Yves three hours

to a big-city airport to pick up his family

of five. On the way, I wondered aloud,

"How many people would have endured

all those years to get to this moment?"
In Haiti Yves taught school. In the

U.S. he works two or three minimvim-

wage jobs at a time to support himself

and his faraway family. He scrimped to

make an occasional trip home.

And at each step in the agonizingly

slow visa application process he paid

more fees. He battled depression brought

on by loneliness, overwork and stress.

As we approached the airport, he

answered my wondering with a broad

smile. "I knew it would be a long time,

but it was not for me but for my children,

so they will have a good life."

The family reunion at the terminal

was breathtaking in its joy: the squeals,

the hugs, the teary laughter. Yves and

his 22-year-old son crammed nine large

suitcases and all eight of us into the

seven-passenger van.

As I wheeled the journey-weary,

happy family through the airport exit,

there was a brief silence as the magnitude

ofthe moment sank in. Then, Yves began

to sing. Momentarily his wife Suzanne,

sitting in his lap, joined in.

Then, fi-om the backseat came their

son's baritone, followed by the sweet

voices of the little girls. They sang two

verses of the song and faded gently to

the end when Yves spoke the words of

the refrain: "Mesi, Bondye," Creole for

"Thank you. Great God."

Thinking of Yves' trust in the

ultimate providence ofGod, I understand

the faithfiil endurance of Jeremiah in this

weekend's readings and the psalm that,

described his deliverance: "The Lord

heard my cry ... and he put a new song

into my mouth, a hymn to our God. Many
shall look in awe and trust in the Lord."

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF AUG. 12-18

Sunday (Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Wisdom 18:6-9, Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19,

Luke 12:32-48; Monday (Sts. Pontian and Hippolytus), Deuteronomy 10:12-22, Matthew

17:22-27; Tuesday (St. Maximilian Kolbe), Deuteronomy 31:1-8, Deuteronomy 32:3-4, 7-9,

12, Matthew 18:1-5, 10, 12-14; Wednesday (The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary),

Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6, 10, 1 Corinthians 15:20-27, Luke 1:39-56; Thursday (St. Stephen

of Hungary), Joshua 3:7-11, 13-17, Matthew 18:21-19:1; Friday, Joshua 24:1-13, Matthew

19:3-12; Saturday, Joshua 24:14-29, Matthew 19:13-15,

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF AUG. 19-25

Sunday (Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10, Hebrews 12:1-

4, Luke 12:49-53; Monday (St. Bernard), Judges 2:11-19, Matthew 19:16-22; Tuesday

(St. Pius X), Judges 6:11-24, Matthew 19: 23-30; Wednesday (Queenship of Mary), Judges

9:6-15, Matthew 20:1-16; Thursday (St. Rose of Lima), Judges 11:29-39, Matthew 22:1-14;

Friday (St. Bartholomew), Revelation 21 :9-14, John 1 :45-51
;
Saturday (St. Louis, St. Joseph

Calasanz), Ruth 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17, Matthew 23:1-12.

Attention.' Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To

Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and vaiue your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so yoo don't have to

waste lime vvaiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte' (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarnis counfl^

www.3wavpiumbinH.com Proud member of St. James Church
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Pennybym at Maryfield

Opens New Assisted

Living and Skilled Nursing
Accommodations

"Pennybym at Maryfield is cre-

ating home for our residents in

a revolutionary way of provid-

ing care and service," said CEO,
Sister Lucy Hennessy. The full-

service retirement community of

Pennybym at Maryfield proudly

announces the opening of Taylor

Village Assisted Living and the

David Hayworth House, the first

of six new Maryfield Health Care

Households. These unparalleled

accommodations will soon be

home to 60 residents, providing

an enhanced quality of life where

personal preferences are respected

and honored. Each resident is em-

powered to make decisions about

how they choose to enjoy daily life

in their new home. Each will de-

termine the nature ofhis or her day

with staff assisting and honoring

their individuality.

"This culture is unlike anything in

traditional health care," said Rich

Newman, President and Commu-
nity Leader. "Nothing says insti-

tutional. Listead, everything says

home, reflecting the same quahty

lifestyle of the entire Pennybym
at Maryfield Retirement Living

Community. Assisted Living and

hidependent Neighborhoods look

and feel the same, and residents

share the same exceptional ame-

nities." Maryfield Health Care

Households consist of a group

of resident rooms which center

around a homey kitchen, pantry,

parlor, Uving room, dining room,

sunroom, laundry room and even

a porch and beautifiil courtyard.

Like any home, these households

are designed to be the focal point

of residents' lives.

"Here, residents know they are be-

ing Ustened to and cared for," said

Newman. "The result is a warm,

fiiendly community where days

are meaningfiil and filled with

life."

The new 71 -acre Pennybym at

Maryfield fiiU-service retirement

community also offers gracious

independent living apartment and

cottage residences with superior

amenities and services. This open-

ing is planned for Winter 2007.

Contact Pennybym at Maryfield

at(336)82 l-4000or visit

www.PennybymAtMaryfield.com.

NPADVHHH707

College days remembered

Photo by David Mains

Bishop Peter J. Jugis is interviewed by David Dunn, vice chancellor for

university relations and community affairs and host of "UNC Charlotte Alumni

Today, " during a taping oftheprogram at the University ofNorth Carolina at

Charlotte July 26. Theprogramfocuses on the current activities ofalumni and

how their education at the university impacts their lives today.

Bishop Jugis graduated from UNC-Charlotte in 1978 before beginning

seminary studies.

The episode with Bishop Jugis will air in the Charlotte area on the UNC-

Charlotte 's cable channel at 10 a.m. and 7p.m., Aug. 13, 15, 1 7 and 19.

Join your Catholic Chaplain, Monsignor Georpe Almeida

Departing Sunday, December 30, 2007

Rose Parade
Las Vegas & Laughlin Tour

9 Days ,..$999^
ALL DELUXE HOTELS!

Join your Spiritual Director IVIonsignor George Almeida and other Catholics on this popular Your

Man Tours Rose Parade Golden West Vacation . This will be Monsignor Almeida's sixth trip as a

YMT chaplain. He has retired after serving as pastor of Our Lady of Fatima in Swansea, MA, in the

Fall River Diocese. Get away from the colder weather during the first week in January, avoid the

post-holiday blahs, and enjoy the best New Year's Eve and New Year's Day you've had in years!

Mass will be available some days on tour . This deluxe hotel package includes four nights in Los

Angeles, Califomia, at the Renaissance Hotel; two nights in Las Vegas, Nevada, at the Hilton

Hotel; and two nights in Laughlin, Nevada, on the Colorado River at the Aquarius Hotel. You'll

enjoy Your Man Tours' city tour of L.A. including Hollywood, Beverly Hills, and pre-parade float

building and viewing at the Floats and Flowers Expo, and on January 1, 2008, reserved

grandstand seats at the Rose Parade! Also included are baggage handling, motor coach sight-

seeing, and optional tours including the Glory of Christmas at the Crystal Cathedral in Garden

Grove, California. You've seen the parade on TV for years; now see the excitement and hoopla of

the most famous parade in America live and up close! The sights, the sounds, and especially the

smells all make being there truly spectacular. 'Prices (per person, double occupancy) start at only

$999 plus $149 tax/government fees and services. Add $600 for round- trip airfare from Charlotte.

Friends and family are welcome. $100 deposits are now due .

For information, brochure, and letter from Fr. George call today:

•YOUR MAN' TOURS 1 -800-736-7300
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Church project makes Eagle Scout

Courtesy Photo

Ryan Amos (center) of Boy Scout Troop 922 is pictured with Fran O'Rourke, a parishioner of Our Lady

of Mercy Church in Winston-Salem, and Conventual Franciscan Father William Robinson, pastor of Our

Lady of Mercy Church. Ryan, an altar server at the church, attained the rank of Eagle Scout June 17 by

completing a landscaping service project at the church.

Coordinating with O'Rourke on the project, Ryan installed an irrigation system and planted 85 plants

behind the church. Fellow scouts and parishioners helped over two weekends to complete the project.

Ryan has earned numerous Cub and Boy Scouts awards, has served in many leadership roles and in

2005 became a member of the Scouts' Brotherhood of the Order of the Arrow.

Scouts receive Ad Altare Dei awards

Courtesy Photo

Chris Bernash (right). Boy Scout liaison at Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Monroe, is pictured with

four Boy Scouts after they received their Ad Altare Dei awards at Our Lady of Lourdes Church June 17.

Available to Catholic Boy Scouts, the Ad Altare Dei (to the altar of God) program is organized in chapters

based on the seven sacraments. The scouts completed 1 7 classes and performed community service

projects and a fundraiser to purchase a U.S. flag and papal flag, along with flag poles and stands, which

they presented to Augustinian Father James Cassidy, pastor, in gratitude for use of the parish facilities

for meetings.

Pictured are (back row, from left) Michael Ryan of Troop 46 in Monroe, Justin Konopka of Troop 97 in Monroe;

(front row, from left) Chris Sullivan and Trevor Sullivan of Troop 652 in Pageland, S.C., and Bernash.

Catholic Social Services - Western Regional Office Director

CSS Is seeking energetic individual to provide strong administrative and cooperative,

team-building leadership for a regional office in Asheville. Position requires a graduate degree in

social work or a related human services field of study and at least three years of experience in

supervision and administration with a social services agency. Demonstrated fundraising skill and

Spanish language ability are pluses. Position includes competitive salary and benefits package

Complete job description can be found at www.cssnc.org. Submit resume postmari<ed by 07/31/07 to:

Gerard A. Carter, CSS, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Pope prays Scouting would go on to

promote spiritual, civil formation
VATICAN CITY (CNS)— Greeting

an international group of Scouts on the

100th anniversary of Scouting, Pope
Benedict XVI prayed that the movement
would continue to promote "human,
spiritual and civil formation in every

country of the world."

The pope congratulated the young
men and women at the end of his

weekly general audience Aug. 1, just

a few hours after they joined Scouts

from around the world in renewing
their promises to serve God and others

with generosity.

Wading into the crowd to shake

hands with and bless his visitors, Pope
Benedict received a Scout's scarf, which
he tried to slip over his head. An aide

took it from him, though, before he was
able to readjust the knot.

Cub Scouts offer 'Freedom from Hunger'

Courtesy Photo by Fred List

Members of Cub Scouts Pack 263 sit with items they collected during their second annual "Freedom

from Hunger" food drive during the July 4 holiday The boys collected around 625 food items and $580,

which was donated to the food pantry at St. Francis of Assisi Church in Franklin. The pack is chartered

by Knights of Columbus Council 8363. Pictured are (from left) Sasha List, Paul List, Logan Mossbarger,

Ryan Karcher, Egor Walker, Buddy Murphy and Jacob Walker.

SENIOR ACCOUNTANT
The Diocese of Charlotte is seeking a full time Senior Accountant to work with Catholic

Social Services. Responsibilities include overseeing monthly financial statement

preparation, general ledger, accounts payable, payroll and budgeting. This position also

ensures compliance with the requirements and terms of grants and contracts, and

coordinates and assists in the annual external audit.

Applicants must have a bachelor's degree in Accounting, a minimum of four years'

related experience and excellent computer skills. Experience with accounting for federal

grants would be a plus. EOE. Resume and salary history should be emailed by

Aug. 20, 2007 to sgnell@charlottediocese.org or mailed to Controller, Diocese of

Charlotte, 1123 South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 20203.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

PROFESSIONAL SECURITY OFFICERS:
Requirements: High school diploma/GED; Clean

criminal record; Noteworthy employment history.

Excellent pay and benefit package. Apply to: The

Wackenhut C^orporation, 1 Centerview Drive, Suite

105, Greensboro, NC 27407, 1701 Link Road,

Winston-Salem, NC 27103 or in Asheville area at

9-H Walden Drive, Arden, NC 28704.

wrww.wackenhut.com EOE M/F/DA' Security

Guard & Patrol 753-GP

SERVICES

COUNSELING: Individuals, couples, family,

depression, anxiety, relationships, spiritual issues.

Lucille Moses, Licensed Professional Counselor.

Charlotte. 704-366-6507

FOR RENT

CONDO: Oceanfront - Pleasure Island. 2

BD/2BA. Minutes from Wilmington. Two day

minimum; weekly for under $1,000. Additional

units available. Call 703-450-8480 or write

wfkelle@aol.com for availability.

HOUSE: 3 bedrooms. 2 baths. 1500 square feet.

Large fenced-in backyard. Central air. 1-car

garage. Charlotte. $975/month. 704-443-5362.

Classified ads bring results! Over 140,000 readers! Over 52,000 homes!
Rates: $.80/word per issue ($16 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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N.C. House OKs rules for

future stem-cell research

BILL, from page 1

Care July 30.

No action was taken on HB 1837 by

the Senate prior to the adjournment ofthe

2007 General Assembly Aug. 2.

HB 1837 will be eligible for

consideration by the Senate in next year's

short session of the General Assembly,

which convenes May 13, 2008.

Prior to its passage by the House, a

$10 million appropriation was removed

from the bill that would have helped the

N.C. Health and Wellness Trust Fund
distribute grants to nonprofit groups

conducting stem-cell research in the

2007-2008 fiscal year.

"While fiinding for the destruction

of human embryos for medical research

was removed from the bill, the idea still

lingers that legislation can somehow
establish ethical guidelines," said Bishop

Jugis in an Aug. 1 statement.

"Ethical guidelines can never be

established to kill innocent life. The bill

makes no sense as the human embryo is

alive," he said.

"I am deeply saddened that we

Dear Supreme Knight

When my husband became a Knight, we were introduced to

our insurance agertt, Mike Walther We could sense right

away that he thought of his career as more of a 'ministr/

than a sales position. Little did I know then how much his

sense of ministry would mean to me.

During our meetings, we weren't easy to persuade. Never

willing to give up, Mike worked to show us that we had a

need, and he was able to help us understand the value of

being protected with life insurance.

My husband died suddenly last fall. His death was a shock to

everyone. Although from a medical standpoint it shouldn't

have happened, I guess God felt his work on Earth was done.

Mike was there for me immediately. He was at the wake and

the funeral, and then stayed by my side and helped with

whatever I needed. He cried for my husband just like I did.

I think that in this world where everyone is focused

on the bottom line, I saw what the Knights are

truly about. They were there for me when

I needed them the most.

Beverly Buchanan'

local Knights of. Columbus agent,, select, "Fine an Aaent" at KOFC.orcr, or

Knights of Columbus Insurance

A»* (Superior) A.M. Best
AAA (Exirernely Strong) Standard & Poor's;

IMSA Certified,

Knights of Columbus

INSURANCE
Making a dillercncc [or life.

"Ethical guidelines

can never be

established to kill

innocent life. The
bill makes no sense

as the human
embryo is alive."

— Bishop Peter ]. Jugis

were unsuccessful in convincing our

legislators that one can never develop

ethical guidelines for the destruction of

unborn human life," the bishop said.

Earlier this year. Bishop Jugis and

Bishop Michael F. Burbidge of Raleigh

had called on all Catholics in North

Carolina to learn the Catholic Church's

teachings on stem-cell research and to

help oppose any N.C. legislation for

embryonic stem-cell research using

taxpayer dollars.

In a June 23 letter to parishioners.

Bishop Jugis had asked that they contact

legislators to voice their opposition to

House Bill 1837.

"I would like to thank all who
contacted their legislators during the

legislative session. These efforts seemed

to have helped in changing the bill's

earlier version, which would have ...

made public funds immediately available

for this assault on innocent human life,"

said the bishop.

Bishop Jugis said the closeness of

the House vote "indicates that we have

been successful in raising awareness of

the immoral and unethical aspects of

embryonic stem-cell research."

"While our opposition to the use of

embryos in stem-cell research remains,

we will continue to do what we can to

promote respect for all human life and

research that doesn't destroy one life to

preserve another," he said.

"I pray that our efforts to generate

grassroots support for human life will

onlybecome strongerandmore successful

over time," said Bishop Jugis.

C
CG

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Mofiroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofCohimhKS
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

The real magic of Harry Potter
Inspiring stories emphasize loyalty, integrity, righteousness

I love Harry Potter, but at midnight

on the night the last installment, "Harry

Potter and the Deathly Hallows," came

out, I was tucked into bed. Not so my 16-

year-old daughter, who was standing in

line with friends at the local bookstore.

She was too old to wear a wizard's

cape or the round glasses or play any of

the games — just the book, please, and

because of intense competition, at the

going rate of 40 percent off.

At 3:30 a.m., I woke and went to

her room to see how she was doing

on her resolve to stay up all night and

read. There she was, snuggled amid the

blankets, nose buried in Chapter 8.

"How is it?" I asked.

"It's great," she said, emphasizing

the last word contentedly.

Everybody wanted to read it quickly

because nobody wanted the plot ruined

for them — which, incidentally, I would

never do in this column even though I,

too, finished the book.

When my son was in fourth grade

in our little parish school, he came
home one day bursting to tell me about

this wonderful book the librarian had

previewed for them.

Since Mike wasn't exactly a book

worm, I was surprised to see how thrilled

he was to be in second place on the list

to check it out. Everyone, he said, was

vying to read it.

The book? "Harry Potter and the

Sorcerer's Stone."

I had never heard of it— no one had.

But I imagine scenes like that playing out

in homes and libraries simultaneously

all over a world not yet aware that

a phenomenon was at that moment
bursting upon it.

"Mom, there's this great new
book," sang millions of little voices

spontaneously.

Now, if that's not magic, what is?

At first, I eschewed Harry Potter for

myself I read a few pages and closed

the book.

But finally, one lazy siimmer night I

plunged into the first book, and scarcely

was it finished when I was tearing

through closets looking for the next one.

For the

Journey

EFFIE
CALDAROLA
CNS COLUMNIST

I was hooked.

On the night of the last Harry Potter

release, that once-upon-a-time fourth

grader was now a 19-year-old, home
from college for a summer of working

and doing whatever 19-year-olds do on

weekends.

Curling up in bed with a good book

is rarely on that weekend to-do list, and

so, although he plans to read "Harry

Potter and the Deathly Hallows," he's

taking his time.

As each new book came out, there

was always someone on the fringe

who wanted to convince you Harry

encompasses some diabolical plot. He's

a wizard, isn't he? Doesn't this embrace

the occult? Where's God in these books?

But just recently, I read a Catholic

writer who attempted to describe Harry

as a Christ metaphor, suffering for the

good of all.

Whatever the deeper meaning J. K.

Rowling had in mind, it's obvious that the

Harry Potter books present a gargantuan

struggle between good and evil, between

remaining true to oneself and one's

friends, and a corresponding descent to

brutality and deathly violence.

Each book took us a little deeper into

that conflict, with Harry showing a whole

generation what loyalty and integrity

mean, and what their cost may be.

One needn't find an imprimatur in a

work of literature to find God there and

a truth that might reveal something of

God's work in our world. Maybe all those

millions of singing kids figured that out

before we did.

Life will never be the same for Harry,

who is not so much being redeemed at

that moment but rather called, presented

with his vocation.

Collection a way to

show appreciation

I noticed in my church bulletin

that the annual Priests' Retirement and

Benefits Collection will be taken in all

parishes Sept. 8-9.

Our diocese has been truly blessed

with the recent ordinations of five new
priests, not to mention the sacrificial

contributions of our veteran and retired

priests. The retirement and benefits

collection gives us, the faithful, an

opportunity to actively show our

Christian love and charity for our

Letters to the Editor

current and retired priests.

It is my hope that we all make a

prayerfiil commitment of our financial

resources to support this worthwhile

effort. It is a small way in which we can

show our gratitude and appreciation for

the priests whose daily sacrifices are

made for our benefit.

— William J. Barker

Charlotte

Protecting God's creation
Change in mentality, lifestyle needed to save planet

There's nothing like a trip to the

Rocky Mountains to restore one's sense

of the beauty and magnificence of

God's creation.

My wife, Denise, and I spent

one glorious week in the spectacular

Colorado Rockies to celebrate our 25th

wedding anniversary.

Just west of Denver, these sky-

high cathedrals of nature give praise

to the Almighty. Their steeplelike

peaks seem to touch the very heavens.

After experiencing these awe-inspiring

moimtains, how can anyone deny the

existence of God?
Without question, one of the most

beautiful spots on earth is Rocky
Mountain National Park. Winding and

climbing through the park is Trail Ridge

Road — the highest major road in

North America.

Driving this route was a thrill. Dense

mountain forests, hairpin curves and

alpine tundra greeted us. At more than

12,000 feet in elevation, there is less

oxygen in the air due to a steep drop

in the barometric pressure. This causes

breathing to become more difficult, but

makes the scenery literally breathtaking.

At the crest of Trail Ridge Road, we
sat in awe on a stone wall overlooking a

particularly spectacular mountain dotted

with snowfields and alpine lakes.

The Rockies comprise some of

the most spectacular scenery on earth,

but natural beauty is present virtually

everywhere. But without care, we
quickly take the gift of God's creation

for granted.

Obliviousness to our surroundings

not only reduces our ability to appreciate

the wonder of creation, it can cause us to

overlook threats to its very existence.

Planet Earth — our home — is in

trouble. Dangerous man-made chemicals

poured into our waterways, dumped onto

our land and spewed into our air over

decades have hurt humans, animals and

plant life.

Even worse, our carbon emissions are

now increasing the earth's temperature.

Global warming is no longer a seriously

Making a

Difference

TONY
MAGLIANO
CNS COLUMNIST

debatable issue. It is real and threatens to

devastate many of our natural freasures.

Instead ofusing the earth responsibly,

we have abused it. Our carelessness is

bringing illness to our planet and thus to

ourselves. Our selfishness may indeed

bring catastrophe, if not to ourselves, to

our children and grandchildren.

According to the Vatican's
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of

the Church:

"It is important that the international

community draw up uniform rules that

will allow states to exercisemore effective

control over the various activities that

have negative effects on the environment

and to protect ecosystems by preventing

the risk of accidents."

Butlawsandinternationalagreements

to save the environment— important as

they are— are simply not enough.

The Compendium of the Social

Doctrine of the Church further teaches

that they "must be accompanied by a

growing sense of responsibility as well

as an effective change of mentality

and lifestyle."

This means we need to start during

some things differently. Driving less,

recycling, planting trees, reducing water

consumption, cutting back on lawn

fertilizing, buying local produce, using

energy-saving bulbs, turning the winter

thermostat back a bit and summer air

conditioning up a little are some of the

ways each of us can help protect our

global home.

A healthy earth is not guaranteed.

The survival ofour planet depends on our

willingness to be good stewards of God's

beautifijl creation.

Catholic connections

close to home
Regarding the connection between

President and Lady Bird Johnson and

Catholics ("Catholic Connection," July

27), there's another connection — one

close to home.

Paulist Father Robert Scott of

St. Austin Church in Austin, Texas
— a friend of the Johnson family— was

the first pastor of St. Paul the Apostle

Church in Greensboro. Father Scott was

well loved by his parishioners and well-

respected by our non-Catholic friends.

The Johnson family was blessed to have

him in their lives, too.

— Carolyn C. Kingman
Greensboro

WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters

from readers. We ask that letters be originals of

250 words or less, pertain to recent newspaper

content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter

must include the name, address and daytime

phone number of the writer for purpose of

verification. Letters may be condensed due to

space limitations and edited for clarity, style and

factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish

poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted

to The Catholic News & Herald become the

property of the newspaper and are subject to

reuse, in whole or in part, in print, electronic

formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The

Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box
\

37267, Charlotte. N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicrtews@charlottediocese.org.
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Our way to the future
Reinforcing youths' revolutionary spirit is crucial

"He mourns the loss of dialogue

and skillfully ponders how we could

have gotten to this point: a place in

which there is no conversation, least

of which is intelligent conversation; a

place that has forgotten truth and accepts

misinformation; a place in which this

country has lost its way."

This commentary on Al Gore's

450ok "Assault on Reason" by columnist

Michelle Kraus of huffingtonpost.com

contains a bombshell: Have we really

lost our way?
As a campus minister, one thing

I learned is that young people hunger

for ideals, truthfiilness and intelligent

dialogue. This is not to say all youth are

this conscientious, but rather to contend

there is a basic pristine honesty in them.

In the movie "Mr. Smith Goes to

Washington," a young senator, played by

Jimmy Stewart, fights for honesty and

justice. It touches us because we love the

purity of intention of this young man.

The seniorworld is quite different fi-om

that of a junior senator. It often involves

walking a fine line between being honest

and capitulating to half-truths. Frequently it

consists of fighting the never-ending battle

ofgood versus evil.

I don't believe, as Gore does, that

we have lost our way, but rather that we
are in the age-old battle of trying to keep

alive our youthfijl ideals. I do believe this

battle can only be won by the revolution

of our youth.

Young people love stretching the

muscles of their minds. As much as they

are portrayed as amoral or immoral,

more often than not, they also desire

excellence in moral conduct. Gore gives

us a good starting point for creating a

youth revolution by questioning our

ability to have intelligent conversation.

Today's youth must do what youth

do best, intelligently question the

status quo. For example, is the world

of idealism they cherish being stolen

fi-om them by an adolescent world of

entertainment that is an insult to the high

standards they desire to live?

Is the abbreviated, instant news
they are viewing blunting their youthfiil,

reflective powers?

Studies on youth repeatedly
demonstrate they are religious even

though they may not always attend

church services. In fact, some avoid

The Human
Side

Knowing God

created them

makes humans
great, pope says

FATHER EUGENE
HEMRICK

CNS COLUMNIST

church because it is anything but filled

with inspiring thoughts of God.

Has the time come to revolt against

those who are so politically correct that

they want to eliminate God from public

life? Has the time come to revolt against

those who are stunting the beauty of the

divine life of God by presenting God as

less than God is?

Is there a need to cry for more
religious substance, the very basis upon
which this country is founded?

We have not lost our way! It is in

our midst. All we need do is reinforce

the idealism and revolutionary spirit of

our youth.

The eye in Christian symbolism
Q. I have a holy waterfontfrom my

mother 's belongings, which I know is at

least 100years old. It has the image ofan

eye on the front of the bowl. What does

that mean?
I have seen the same image in

Masonic buildings. Surely there isn 't any
connection, is there? (Missouri)

A. You have also seen "the eye"

on our dollar bill, with words from the

Roman poet Virgil, "He has favored our

undertakings"; and "A New Order of the

Ages." The image, with the same words,

is on the reverse side of the Great Seal of

the United States.

From ancient times, sight has been

considered the most important of the

senses and is connected with light

— physical and intellectual, as well as

spiritual. As such, it is featured in the

iconography ofmany spiritual traditions.

The eye appears frequently in

Christian symbolism, often on the

wings of what are, in Christian lore, the

supreme choir of angels— the cherubim
and seraphim— to indicate their angelic

wisdom.

More often the eye appears alone,

perhaps surrounded by sunbeams, or

inside a triangle, as a sign of the Blessed

Trinity and of God's presence and
providential care wherever we are. This

would explain its meaning on your holy

water font.

In Freemasonry, the sense is

somewhat the same. The sign appears

over the master's chair in Masonic lodges

to remind members that "The Great
Master Builder ofAll the Worlds" knows

Question

Corner

FATHER JAMES
DIETZEN
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all hidden knowledge and secrets.

It was President Franklin Roosevelt,

one of several presidents who were
Masons, who ordered the eye icon to be

included on the dollar bill in 1938.

Receiving holy

Communion
Q. Ialways thought that Communion

in the hand began after the second
Vatican Council. Our pastor, however,

said recently that the custom started

centuries ago. Is that correct? (Ohio)

A. Receiving holy Communion in

our hand goes back to earliest Christian

centuries. It was for centuries the only

way Christians received the Eucharist.

St. Cyril of Jerusalem (died 386
A.D.), for example, many of whose
catechism instructions we still have,

instructs newly baptized Christians to

stretch out both hands, to make "the left

hand a throne for the right hand, which

receives the King."

Only after about a thousand years,

in fact, during the late middle ages,

generally in the 10th and 11th centuries,

was the change instituted to receive on

the tongue. By this time, the practice

of receiving Communion infrequently,

perhaps once a year or less, had become
well accepted.

Communion by anyone but the priest

was so rare that some missals of the

period don't even mention Communion
for lay people.

In response to certain related

heresies ofthe time, the church gradually

introduced several liturgical changes to

emphasize the presence of Christ in the

Eucharist.

Receiving Communion only on the

tongue was one of them. (The elevation

of the consecrated bread and wine after

the consecration was another.)

Our assumption that Communion in

the hand is somethingnew is an interesting

illustration that we humans tend to think

that what we have experienced in our

lifetime is the way things "always" were.

A lot of significant history happened

before we came along.

Afree brochure answering questions

Catholics ask about receiving the hly

Eucharist is available by sending a

self-addressed envelope to Father John
Dietzen, Box 3315, Peoria, IL 61612.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— Knowing
they have been created by God and

striving to live united with him make
humans great, said Pope Benedict XVI.

Returning briefly to the Vatican Aug.

8 for his weekly general audience, the

pope dedicated his talk to the life and

writings of St. Gregory Nazianzen, the

fourth-century doctor of the church.

Pope Benedict said that while

people should learn from St. Gregory's

theological work, "let us also be moved
by the love conveyed in his poetry."

For St. Gregory, the pope said,

"theology was not a purely human
reflection and even less only the fruit

of complicated speculation, but derived

from a life of prayer and holiness, from

an assiduous dialogue with God."

Pope Benedict said St. Gregory
wrote constantly of the primacy of God,

a truth that helps human beings recognize

their place and purpose in the world.

"Without God, man loses his

greatness," he said. "Without God there is

no true humanism. So, let us listen to his

voice and try to know the face of God."

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today I want to reflect with you
on St. Gregory of Nazianzen, a great

theologian, preacher and poet from
fourth-century Cappadocia.

A friend and admirer of St. Basil,

Gregory was inspired to seek baptism and

to enter monastic life, devoting himself to

prayer, solitude and meditation. He loved

to leave behind the things of this world

and enter into intimate communion with

God, so that the depths of his soul became

like a mirror reflecting the divine light.

Reluctantly, but in a spirit of

obedience, he accepted priestly ordin-

ation. He was sent to Constantinople,

where he preached his five Orations:

beautifiilly reasoned presentations of the

church's teaching.

Known as "the Theologian," he

stressed that theology is more than merely

human reflection: it springs from a life of

prayer and holiness, from wonder at the

marvels of God's revelation.

Gregory was elected bishop of

Constantinople and presided over the

council that took place in 381, but he

encountered so much hostility that he

withdrew to lead a life of solitude.

His spiritual autobiography from

this final period includes some of his

most beautifiil poetry. As we admire

the wisdom with which he defended the

church's doctrine, let us be moved by the

love that is conveyed in his poetry.
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JESUS CHRIST

SPECIAI, EVENTS FOR STUDENTS K-12

DIOCESE OF CHAREOTTE
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

SATURDAY— SEPTEMBER 22

. CHARLOTTE CONVENTION CENTER

Dear First Communicants,

I would lil<e you to help me honor Jesus in a very special way at our diocesan

Eucharistic Congress on Saturday, September 22, 2007 in Charlotte. I am inviting

all of our First Holy Communicants to walk with me and our Blessed Lord from

St Peter's Church to the Charlotte Convention Center I ask you to wear the

same clothes you wore for your First Holy Communion.

I will be carrying the Blessed Sacrament in the Monstrance, and you will be in the

Procession in front ofme dropping rose petals to honor our Lord. Your parents will

walk along the sides of the streets where they can watch you. When we reach the

Convention Center your parents will take you to your seats as all the banners of our

parishes are brought in for the celebration. We will then have a Holy Hour ofprayers

with Jesus at the Convention Center

After the Holy Hour, a full day ofprograms,

music and the Celebration of the Holy Mass

is planned. Please visit-the Eucharistic

Congress website at www.GoEucharist.com

for more information.

In Christ,

The Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis

Bishop of Charlotte

New this year: Children cannot be admitted to any children's

track programs at the Convention Center without online

pre-registration.

NO REGISTRATION WILL BE AVAILABLE
AT THE CONGRESS.

Children's Tracks
Grades K-2
"To Know Jesus Christ in Grade School"

* Age-appropriate instruction and activities

* Euctiaristic Adoration

* Lunch provided

Grades 2-5

"To Know Jesus Christ in Grade School"

* Age-appropriate instruction and activities

* Eucharistic Adoration

* Lunch provided

Middle School Track
Grades 6-8

"To Know Jesus Christ in Middle School"

* Age-appropriate instruction and activities

* Eucharistic Adoration

* Lunch provided

High School Track
"To Know Jesus Christ in High School"

* Fr. Leo Patalinghug, "In the beginning - a vocation story"

* Eucharistic Adoration

* Lunch provided

Schedule
8am-10am: Check-in — Children may NOT be dropped off at this time

9am-11am: Eucharistic Procession and Holy Hour - (Children must remain

with parent/guardian)

11am: Drop-off children

11 :30am-3:30pm: Track sessions

3:30pm: Track sessions end - All children and teens picked up

SPACE IS LIMITED so register NOW!

PRE>REGISTER NOW ONLINE ONLY for all tracks at

www.GoEucharist.com.
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With gratitude

Upcoming collection

to benefit priests

retirement

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — When
Msgr. Joseph Showfety was
ordained in 1955, his meager

salary barely covered his

expenses, which included a

car payment. Like many of his

fellow priests, he often didn't

have extra income to save

for retirement.

Fortunately for priests of

the Diocese of Charlotte, in

1998 then-Bishop William G.

Curlinre-establishedan assessed

annual Priests' Retirement and

Benefits Collection to raise

funds to provide income for

retired priests.

So, when the five priests

ordained in June 2007 retire

decades from now, they will

See COLLECTION, page 7

All for the glory

of God
Catholic family's

stewardship recognized hy

Secular Franciscans

byJOANITAM.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

RIDGECREST — .

"1

think 1 see more peace in him
(since he became a Secular

Franciscan)," Laureen Hair
said of her husband, Randy. "I

think he's found his niche."

That the whole Hair family

is in that niche led to their

selection as Family of the

See SFO, page 5
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SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCE SE OF CHARLOTTE

So long summer, hello school

Perspectives

Father Catoir examines

how to find one's purpose:

Magliano urges being just to

the world's poor

1 PAGES 14-15

VOLUME 16 N9 37

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Jessica Walton readers to her kindergarten class at St. Gabriel School in Charlotte on the first day of school Aug. 22. Mecklenburg

Area Catholic Schools started classes Aug. 22. Other diocesan Catholic schools also began classes this month.

Students return to

Catholic schools in

Diocese of Charlotte

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — This

month, thousands of students

began classes at the 18 diocesan

Catholic schools.

Because the Diocese of

Charlotte is committed to

consistent improvement of the

quality of education students

receive in their schools, new
academic programs are in place

at several schools, and a variety

of upgrades and renovations

were completed at schools over

the summer months.

Contact Staff Writer

Karen A. Evans by calling

(704) 3 70-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

SEE MORE PHOTOS
For more back-to-school

photos, go online at

www.charlottediocese.org.

Anxious for aid
Working through parishes, church assists

Peruvian quake victims

CNS PHOTO BY Reuters

Peruvians remove debris from a destroyed church in Pisco, Peru, Aug. 15, after

an earthquake the previous evening. The quake killed hundreds of people, mainly

south of Lima, the Peruvian capital.

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES TO

HELP PROVIDE SUPPLIES

BY BARBARA J. ERASER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

LIMA, Peru — When it

comes to dealing with disasters

like the powerful earthquake

that struck Peru's southern

coast Aug. 15, the Catholic

Church has an advantage— the

pastors know the people.

In responding to an

emergency, "you build on your

strengths," said Aaron Skrocki,

South American emergency
program manager for Catholic

Relief Services, the U.S.

bishops' overseas humanitarian

and development agency.

"Having a local (parish)

community in place that knows
the people better than any local

See PERU, page 9
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Catholics explore stewardship,

strengthening families

f
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Culture Watch

Digital world dangers;

Catholic TV show ends run
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Summer fun, faith

Vacation Bible school,

camp, Bible series
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In Brief
Current and upcomina topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

CATHOLIC UMPIRE WITH DISTINCTION

No liturgical transfer for St. Patrick's

Day 2008 foreseen in U.S.
WASHINGTON (CNS)— In contrast

to the decision of the Irish bishops'

conference to request Vatican permission

to move the liturgical celebration of St.

Patrick's Day in 2008 to avoid a conflict

with Holy Week, the feast day "will not

be commemorated liturgically" in most

U.S. dioceses next year, according to the

U.S. bishops' Secretariat for the Liturgy.

Because March 17 falls on the

Monday of Holy Week next year, the

Irish bishops' conference requested and

received permission from the Vatican's

Congregation for Divine Worship and

the Sacraments to move the solemnity of

St. Patrick, Ireland's patron saint, to the

nearest Saturday, March 15.

But an earlier decision by the Vatican

congregation to transfer the feast of

St. Joseph in 2008 from March 19, the

Wednesday of Holy Week, to March 1

5

"impedes the transfer of the solemnity

of St. Patrick to March 1
5" in the United

States, said an article in the liturgy

secretariat's newsletter for April.

CNS PHOTO BY Mike Crupi, Catholic Courier

The feast day may be moved to

Friday, March 14, 2008, in dioceses

"where St. Patrick is the principal patron

of a particular church" and where "it

is customarily commemorated as a

solemnity," the newsletter said.

The U.S. bishops have not requested

such a fransfer as a conference, however.

"In the vast majority of the dioceses

of the United States of America, where

the feast of St. Patrick is commemorated
as a nonobligatory memorial, the feast

will not be commemorated liturgically in

the year 2008," the newsletter said.

Catholic Review

Catholic umpire attendant Ernie Tyler ended his 3,769-game streak with the Baltimore Orioles to attend

the induction of Cal Ripken Jr. into the National Baseball Hall of Fame July 29. Tyler is pictured in Oriole

Park at Camden Yards in Baltimore.

Orioles' staffer ends 47-year

home-game streak for Ripken
induction

BALTIMORE (CNS)— Witnessing

the induction of former Baltimore Oriole

Cal Ripken Jr. into the Baseball Hall of

Fame July 29 was a heady experience

for Ernie Tyler, a parishioner at St.

Ignatius Church in the Baltimore suburb

of Hickory.

While attending the festivities in

Cooperstown, N.Y., caused the 83-year-

old to end a baseball era of his own
— Tyler missed his first home game as

an umpire's attendant for the Baltimore

Orioles since 1960 — he said he could

think ofno better reason to end his 3,769-

game streak.

"It's actually a good feeling that

my streak is over," said the father of

11, whose number of in-season home
games was posted during the game at

Oriole Park July 27, before he left for

Cooperstown. "It takes the pressure off."

The obvious comparisons between

Tyler and the baseball great have been

made by co-workers and former Oriole

baseball players, since Ripken still holds

the record of 2,632 consecutive baseball

games played in the major leagues.

"Ernie has known Cal since he was
a boy," said Monica Pence, director of

public affairs for the Orioles. "I think it

was appropriate that he would break his

sfreak for Cal."

Tyler began his association with the

Orioles in 1954 as a part-time usher at

Memorial Stadium during the team's first

season in Baltimore.

Though he maintained a day job,

the man who served as an altar boy as a

youngster at Ss. Philip & James Church

in Baltimore became a fiiU-time usher

in 1958 before moving into his current

position in 1960, assisting the umpires

before, during and after games.

Tyler continued working for the

Orioles and didn't miss a home game
until the weekend of July 28 to see his

former colleague with "the same work
ethic presented with one of baseball's

supreme honors.

In 2004 Tyler was named winner of

the Herb Armstrong Award, presented

by the Oriole Advocates' Hall of Fame
Committee to nonuniformed personnel

who have distinguished themselves in

service to the team.

With no plans to retire from his

baseball gig any time soon, he returned

to Oriole Park Aug. 1 to help get things

ready for the impending home games and

doesn't foresee another reason to take

time off.

Continuing a lifelong passion for

sports, Tyler doesn't view his duties at

the ballpark as work. As a home away
from home, nine Tylers — including his

wife, Juliane, and seven of their children

— have worked for the club at one

time or another, and sons Jim and Fred

currently serve as the home and visiting

clubhouse managers, respectively.

"Everything in baseball is a fim job,"

the spry 83-year-old said with a hearty

laugh. "It has to be something special for

me to want to miss a game."

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE
ARDEN— The St. Martin dePorres Dominican
Laity Chapter meets the fourth Monday ofevery

month at 7 p.m. in the Arden/Asheville area.

Inquirers are welcome. For more information,

contact Joe Kraft at (828) 648-1036 or

jebkraft@juno.com.

HENDERSONVILLE— The St. Francis ofthe
Hills Fraternity ofthe Secular Franciscan Order

meets the fourth Sunday ofeach month 1-3 p.m.

at Immaculate Conception Church, 208 7th Ave.

West. Visitors and inquirers are welcome. For

more information, call JoanitaNellenbach, SFO,

(828) 627-9209 orjnell@dnet.net.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Ann Church, 3635 Park

Rd., will host a three-part adult educational

series entitled "Worshipping with the Church"

Sept. 5, 12 and 19. Classes will meet 7-9 p.m.

in the Allen Center cafeteria and will focus

on deepening and enriching our experience of

Catholic worship. For* details, call the church

office at (704) 523-4641, ext 221.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host a

Christian Coffeehouse Sept. 15, 7:30-9:30 p.m.

in the Banquet Room of the New Life Center

Single and married adults are- invited for an

evening of contemporary Christian music,

food and fellowship. For more information,

call Kathy Bartlett at (704) 400-2213 or e-mail

kschwabent@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE— Deepen your faith this fall with

"Lunchtime Spirituality" at St. Peter Church,

12-12:45 p.m., in the Annex, 507 S. Tryon St.

Bring your lunch, listen to a talk on spirituality and

participate in a short prayer session— a great way
to renew during the workweek and to prepare for

Advent and Christmas. Topics will be: Sept. 20:

St. Bernard of Clairvaux's "On Conversion"; Oct.

1 8: The Jesus Prayer; Nov. 1 5 : Caryll Houselander's

"Advent"; and Dec. 13: Hans Urs von Balthasar's

"Unless You Become Like This Child." For more
information, call the office at (704) 332-2901.

CHARLOTTE— Join thousands across the nation

for the 2007 Life Chain. Life Chains are a very

important event to save lives of precious unborn

children. Stand for one hour in peaceful prayer as

a witness to the sanctity ofeach human life. A Life

Chain will form Oct. 7, 2-3 p.m., on the comer of

Kings St. and Morehead St. Parking is available

at The Map Shop at 1500 East Morehead St. For

more information, call Tina at (704) 846-7361.

CHARLOTTE — The Semi-annual Rosary
Rally will be held Oct. 14 at 3 p.m. at

St. Patrick Cathedral, 1621 Dilworth Rd.
East. This 33-year-old tradition will include

the rosary, a eucharistic procession and
Benediction. For more information, call Tina at

(704)846-7361.

HUNTERSVILLE—A Mass to Honor Deceased
Loved Ones is celebrated the last Friday of each

month at 7:30 p.m. at St. Mark Church, 14740

Stumptown Rd. For more information, call Parii

Schneider at (704) 875-0201

.

CHARLOTTE — The St. Maximilian Kolbe
Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order
gathers the first Sunday of each month at

2 p.m. at Our Lady of Consolation Church, 230

1

Statesville Ave. Those interested in learning more

about the SFO and the Franciscan way of life are

invited to attend. For more information, call Tom
O'Loughlin at (704) 947-7235.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO—All practicing Catholic women
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FROM THE VATICAN

Spokesman: Charges that Vatican

manipulates Wikipedia absurd

Vatican: Pope's meeting with priest

does not affect Jewish relations

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— Accusing

the Vatican of manipulating entries

on Wikipedia, a Web site billed as an

encyclopedia that anyone can contribute

to or edit, "lacks any seriousness and any

logic," the Vatican spokesman said.

Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi,

the spokesman who also serves as

director of Vatican Radio, said Aug. 17

that even if another Web site accurately

identitied a Vatican Radio computer

as the source of a change to the entry

on Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams, the

person using the computer was not

acting on behalf of the radio agency, let

alone the Vatican.

WikiScaimer, a new Web site that

tries to identify the owners of computers

used to make changes in Wikipedia

articles, reported in mid-August that

Vatican-owned computers were used

to make at least 86 edits in Wikipedia

of Irish birth or descent, or who are the wife of a

member of the Ancient Order of Hibernians are

invited to participate in the Ladies Ancient Order

of Hibernians, a social, cultural and charitable

group for an ongoing series of fiin and iirformative

activities. LAOH will meet Sept. 6 at 7:30 p.m.

in the Kloster Center of St. Pius X Church, 2210

N. Ehn St. Please join us for refreshments and to

learn more about our group. Any questions can be

directed to Mary Driscoll at (336) 785-0693.

GREENSBORO — Catholic Daughters of the

Americas, Court Greensboro 1200 will meet Sept.

10 at 7 p.m. in Our Lady's Cottage at Our Lady
of Grace Church, 2205 West Market St. Catholic

Daughters strive to embrace the principle of faith

working through love in the promotion of justice,

equality and the advancement ofhuman rights and

human dignity for all. For more information, call

Lawrene Kirwan at (336) 292-2776.

HICKORY VICARIATE
MORGANTON — The Cursillo Movement of

the Diocese of Charlotte is hosting a diocesan-

wide Grand Ultreya at Steel Creek Park and
Campgrounds Sept. 29, 11:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis will celebrate Mass at

12 p.m. Please bring covered dish and a 2-liter

drink. Other events include guitar music, group

reunion, spiritual talks and hiking/nature trails for

children. For more information and directions, call

Kathy Hack at (704) 548-1834.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
MOORESVILLE— Jesuit Father Joseph Kappes,

parochial vicar at St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley

School Rd., will celebrate 50 years as a Jesuit

with a Mass of Thanksgiving, Sept. 9 at 12 p.m.

For more information, call the church office at

(704) 664-3992.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE
MAGGIE VALLEY — There will be a Day
of Prayer based on the Spiritual Exercises of
St. Ignatius at Living Waters Reflection
Center, 103 Living Waters Lane, Sept. 8.

For more information, call David and Cathie

articles since 2003.

Most were spelling changes,

clarifications or updated information.

However, the change that drew
attention and controversy regarded

the entry on Adams, leader of the

predominantly Catholic Sinn Fein party

in Northern Ireland. In October 2006,

the computer user allegedly deleted

references and newspaper links to

stories about accusations that Adams'
fingerprints were foimd on a car used in

a 1971 murder.

Father Lombardi said it was "absurd"

to think someone at the Vatican officially

was directed to make the change in the

Wikipedia article.

According to Wikipedia itself, the

edit that supposedly was made by the

Vatican Radio computer Oct. 17, 2006,

was reversed three minutes later by
another Wikipedia reader.

Tilly at (828) 479-9278

FRANKLIN — The Respect for Life group

meets the first Wednesday of every month
after the 5:30 p.m. Mass in the Family Life

Center at St. Francis of Assisi Church, 299

Maple St. All those interested in promoting the

sanctity of human Ufe are invited to attend. For

more information, contact Julie Tastinger at

(828) 349-9813 orjatastinger@aol.com.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — A course on Natural

Family Planning will meet Sept. 16, Oct.

21 and Nov. 18, 1:30-3:30 p.m. at St. Leo
the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave. The
Sympto-Thermal Method of NFP is safe and

medically proven 99.9% effective. Couples with

marginal fertility will also benefit from working

with their natural mutual fertility instead of

against it. Call Todd and Stephanie Brown at

(336) 765-2909 for more information.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Compassionate

Care-Givers meet the first, third and fifth

Thursdays of each month at St. Benedict the

Moor Church, 1625 East 12th St. This group

provides affirmation, support and prayer for

people who have cared for and are caring for

loved ones living with Alzheimer's and any

other chronic illnesses. For more information,

call Sister Larretta Rivera- Williams at

(336) 725-9200.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing
Companions is a grief support group for the

bereaved that meets the first and third Thursdays

ofthe month in conference room B at St. Leo the

Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave. For further

details, call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

Is your parish sponsoring a free event

open to the general public? Deadline for all

submissions for the Diocesan Planner is 1

5

days prior to desired publication date. Sub-

mit in writing to kaevans@charlottediocese.

org or fax to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Aug. 28— 1:30 p.m.

Building Commission meeting

Pastoral Center, Charlotte

Aug. 30 — 10 a.m.

Foundation Board meeting

Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

Aug. 31 —10 a.m.

Home School Association Mass

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Sept. 1—11 a.m.

Consecration of Sacred Heart Cemetery

Jake Alexander Blvd., Salisbury

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

Benedict XVI 's brief encounter with a

Polish priest accused of anti-Semitism

does not indicate any change in the

Vatican's position concerning Catholic-

Jewish relations, the Vatican said in a

written statement.
'

Redemptorist Father Tadeusz
Rydzyk, who heads Poland's largest

Catholic broadcast agency and has been

accused ofmaking anti-Semitic remarks,

met with the pope Aug. 5 at the papal

summer residence at Castel Gandolfo,

after the pope's noontime Sunday
Angelus prayer, a Vatican source told

Catholic News Service Aug. 8.

The Vatican statement, released Aug.

9, said the fact that the pope met briefly

with Father Rydzyk "does not indicate

any change in the Holy See's well-known

position regarding relations between

Catholics and Jews."

The statement was issued after

Jewish groups expressed concern over

the meeting after photographs ofthe pope

with Father Rydzyk and two other priests

surfaced in the Polish media Aug. 7.

The Vatican statement, written in

Italian, described the Aug. 5 encoimter

as a "baciamano" or a brief handshake

rather than a private audience.

Both Father Rydzyk and the radio

station he heads. Radio Maryja, have

been criticized for inflammatory
broadcasts. Complaints have been
levied against Radio Maryja, which
ranks fifth in Poland's national

ratings, for producing nationaJist,

anti-Semitic broadcasts.

Father Rydzyk faced possible jail

time recently after describing Polish

President Lech Kaczynski as "a crook

subservient to the Jewish lobby."

The priest deniedmaking theremarks,

published in July, and insisted he was the

victim of "another provocation."

Some church leaders in Poland

have tried to rein in the radio. In April,

in response to the complaints of anti-

Semitism, the Vatican's representative

in Poland urged the nation's bishops to

reassert control "in a united action."

Cardinal Jozef Glemp of Warsaw
also complained the station had promoted

"only a specific kind of godliness" and

"selectively applied church teaching."

"If Radio Maryja wants to be

Catholic, it should help unify the church,

whereas its activities are fomenting

divisions," the cardinal said in a

December 2005 interview with the Polish

Catholic news agency KAI.

Hanging on to hope

CNS PHOTO BY Kenny Crookston, Reisers

A tattered sign hangs on a fence outside Canyon View Junior High where family members wait to hear the

status of rescue efforts at the Crandall Canyon Mine to save six trapped coal miners in Huntington, Utah,

Aug. 1 3. Family and friends continue to pray for the men trapped since Aug. 6 when the mine collapsed.

Father Donald E. Hope, pastor of San Rafael Mission near the mine, has been meeting with miners' families

every day since the collapse. He said the families were "coping as well as they can amid the slow progress

of rescue operations and their attempts to keep their hopes up that the miners are still alive."

Mine and rescue officials decided Aug. 1 6 to suspend rescue efforts. The decision came shortly after

another cave-in took the life of three rescue workers and injured six others. They had been trying to dig

through rubble to try to reach the trapped miners. On Aug. 1 7 the head of the federal Mine Safety and

Health Administration said underground rescue efforts will be suspended indefinitely

Bishop Baker to head Birmingham Diocese
WASHINGTON — Pope Benedict

XVI has named Bishop Robert J.

Baker of Charleston, S.C., as bishop of

Birmingham, Ala. He succeeds Bishop

David E. Foley, who retired in 2005.

The appointment was announced in

Washington Aug. 14 by Msgr. Martin

Krebs, charge d'affaires of the Vatican

nunciature. The same day. Bishop Peter

J. Jugis of Charlotte issued a statement

regarding Bishop Baker's appointment.

"I am offering prayers to the Lord

for God's blessings upon Bishop Baker

as he begins his ministry as Bishop of

Birmingham," said Bishop Jugis.

"Bishop Baker is known for his

affirmation and encouragement of his

collaborators in sacred ministry. This is

a true reflection of his episcopal motto

'Rejoicing in Hope,'" said Bishop Jugis.

"I am confident that he will continue

to serve Christ and his church with the

same zeal and love which marked his

faithfiil service as Bishop of Charleston,"

said Bishop Jugis.

Bishop Baker, 63, has headed the

Charleston Diocese since 1999. He will

be installed in Birmingham Oct. 2.
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Renewing faith in families

Couples for Christ strengthens faith lives

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Catholics
dedicated to renewing and strengthening

Christian family life are growing in

North Carolina.

About 900 Catholics, mostly
Filipino-Americans, gathered at the

Westin Hotel in Charlotte Aug. 10-11

for the East Coast Leaders' Conference

for lectures, inspirational talks, forums,

music and worship.

"North Carolina is fertile soil for the

Lord," said Glen Santayana, Couples for

Christ regional head for the Southeast

United States.

Couples for Christ found its start

in 1981 in Manila, Philippines, where

a local Christian community tried out a

new approach in evangelizing married

couples for renewing and strengthening

Christian family life.

The early ministry consisted of

small groups of prospective couples

meeting in private homes. There they

were invited to a renewal of the Holy

Spirit's power through a series of weekly

iriformal discussions of the Gospel in a

social setting.

Four years later. Couples for Christ

expanded beyond its Filipino borders to

India, then to China. In 1987, the first

Couples for Christ group began in the

United States. Today, Couples for Christ

ministries exist in 160 countries.

Although Couples for Christ's

membership remains primarily Filipino

and Catholic, Santayana said that

Christians of all denominations and

ethnic backgrounds are welcome.

Couples for Christ is not solely a

ministry for married couples— ministries

for children, young adults, single women
and widowed people are also offered.

Couples for Christ has only been

in North Carolina for two-and-a-half

years, but there are already 32 couples,

four handmaids (single women) and

two servants (single men) meeting
in Charlotte.

Santayana said the mission of

Couples for Christ is "renewing the face

of the earth" by bringing God to families,

and families to God.

New members are assigned to a

household group, usually consisting

of six other couples, which meets
weekly for faith sharing, moral support

Photo by Karen A. Evans

PI Solon of Hillsborough, N.C., dances with a

young boy during a break in the East Coast

Leaders' Conference for Couples for Christ at the

Westin Hotel in Charlotte Aug. 1 0. PI attended the

conference with his parents and sister, AJ.

and Scripture study.

The conference in Charlotte included

Masses celebrated by Bishop Peter J.

Jugis; Msgr. John McSweeney, pastor

of St. Matthew Church in Charlotte; and

Father James Hawker, vicar of education

in the Diocese of Charlotte and pastor of

St. Luke Church in Mint Hill.

Aida Solon of Hillsborough
called Couples for Christ a "womb-to-

tomb" ministry.

"This conference provides 'spiritual

reinforcement,'" Solon said. "It's a

renewal for us, to get together with our

brothers and sisters fi-om other places."

Solon's 17-year-old daughter,

AJ, agreed.

"It's exciting to see so many people

gathered together to worship God," she

said. "We're like one big family, because

we have so much in common."

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on Couples for

Christ, visit www.couplesforchrist.us or

call Glen Santayana at (954) 345-5428 or

e-mail santayanadesign@msn.com.

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 1 8 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1 - and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Mondi-to-month rentals widi NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 i^BBOrSWCKDD
at Irtfing Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorUving.com

'Called and Gifted'
Varish workshop explores God's gifts to laity

,

stewardship opportunities

CHARLOTTE — No matter who
you are, you have a role to play in

building up God's kingdom on earth.

That was the message discerned by

nearly 100 people, including clergy and

seminarians, who attended "Celebrating

the Role of the Laity: Called and Gifted"

at St. Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte

July 28.

The workshop, organized by
parishioners Bob and Rachinda Faille,

was designed to help Catholics in the

parish discern their gifts of service

and understand the laity's important

and unique roles in the mission of the

Catholic Church.

The event began with Mass and

included lectures, activities and prayer.

Deacon John Kopfle, permanent deacon

at St. Vincent de Paul Church, gave

a presentation on the history of the

laity in the church. Barbara Gaddy,

associate director of development
for the Diocese of Charlotte, helped

participants complete a "Catholic

Spiritual Gifts Inventory," which
helped them identify their top five or

six spiritual gifts and how those could

be expressed through parish ministry.

"Each of us has a unique call or

mission in both communicating our faith

to the world and applying om faith in

the world as lay apostles," said Gaddy
in an interview with The Catholic News
& Herald.

"When we are called, the Holy Spirit

gives us the gifts, or charisms, needed to

answer that call," she said. "Knowing our

"Each of us has a unique

call or mission in both

communicating our

faith to the world and
applying our faith in the

world as lay apostles."

— Barbara Gaddy

charisms enables us to be more effective

in our parish ministry, avoid 'bum outs'

and reduce conflicts."

Other presentations included the

structure ofa Catholic parish and the roles

of pastoral councils and commissions.

"The workshop provided a good
impetus for the process of updating

the parish pastoral plan and staffing

the parish commissions," said Deacon
Kopfle. "Work on the plan will continue

and meetings will be held to identify

members of the commissions."

Gaddy said that Catholics are

stewards of the gifts given by God, and

those charisms are given to us for the

sake of others, "not for us to keep, but to

give away."

"As ourparishespromote stewardship
as a way of life, the parish will grow
more vibrant when the parishioners know
their own imique charisms — gifts that

they are called to give away for the sake

of the Kingdom," she said.

Courtesy Photo

Barbara Gaddy, associate director of the diocesan development office, speaks during the "Celebrating

the Role of the Laity: Called and Gifted" workshop at St. Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte luly 28.
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Family's stewardship honored

by Secular Franciscans

SFO, from page 1

Year in the Brothers and Sisters of

St. Francis Region (BSSF) ofthe Secular

Franciscan Order.

They were honored at the BSSF
Annual Regional Gathering in Ridgecrest

Aug. 10-12.

The nomination, from Randy Hair's

fraternity, St. Francis of the Hills in

Hendersonville, described how the

family exemplifies Franciscan values of
" faith and community service and their

involvement in his vocation.

Laureen; son, Matthew, 18; and

daughter, Bethany, 14, supported their

father during his three years of Secular

Franciscan initial formation. He made
his perpetual profession to the order (a

permanent commitment to the gospel

life) in September 2006 and was elected

fraternity treasurer in November.

Hair converted to Catholicism after

the family moved from Charleston, S.C.,

to Hendersonville in 2002. St. Francis of

the Hills Fraternity member Tim Gibson,

an RCIA facilitator at Immaculate
Conception Church in Hendersonville,

told his group about St. Francis ofAssisi

and the Secular Franciscan Order.

In St. Francis, Hair said saw a

connection to Hannah and Samuel (1 Sm
1:24—28), his favorite Scripture story:

"Instead of holding onto that child,

the most precious thing in her life,

instead of being selfish, she gave that

child to God. I see Francis doing the

same thing. Instead of holding onto the

glory of becoming a knight, he gave that

service to God, realizing that everything

you have is God's."

The family has helped with the

fraternity's apostolate — doing mailings

for the Free Clinics in Hendersonville,

which provide medical care to needy

individuals. They also prepare some ofthe

food and attend fraternity celebrations.

St. Francis' example "is part of their

natural way of looking at things because

of our family lifestyle," said Hair.

Sharing God's gifts

Bethany sings in the Immaculata

School children's choir and assists her

father in teaching fourth-grade faith

formation classes.

She received the Daughters of

the American Revolution Citizenship

Award when she graduated this year as

valedictorian of her eighth-grade class at

Immaculata School.

She and other class members
organized service projects, such as

cleaning up around the school and

reading to pre-kindergarten and first- and

second-graders.

Matthew has been an altar server

since second grade, an extraordinary

minister of holy Communion in his

VERY FEW SPACES L

CALL TODAY!
EFT 1

DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMAGE TO

THEHOLYLAND
November 6 15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation and Pastor, St. Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic feith

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily Mass at many of the

historical sites of our faith.

Highlights include:

- Tiberias, ML Carmel, Sea of Galilee area

- Ml Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' boyhood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jerusalem area: Mount of Olives, Garden of

Gethsemane, Via Dolorosa, Lord's Tomb at Church of

the Holy Sepulchre, Mount Zion, Upper Room, Domriition

Abbey Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and saolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites - PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,499 from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels

and all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

The Hair family— mother Laureen (left)
,
daughter Bethany, father Randy and son Matthew— are honored

as Family of the Year in the Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis Region of the Secular Franciscan Order in

Ridgecrest in August. Randy Hair is a member of St. Francis of the Hills Fraternity in Hendersonville.

LifeTeen group, has volunteered as a

tutor at Immaculata School and worked

in the food pantry at the Interfaith

Apostolic Ministry, which assists people

with emergency needs.

Among his awardswhen he graduated
this year from Hendersonville High
School was the $8,000 Mary Evelyn and

Harry Laurent Community Foundation

of Henderson County scholarship. He
plans to study civil engineering at North

Carolina State University in Raleigh.

When he received the Hannah
L. Edwards Service Award for his

community work, his civics teacher,

Kendall Taylor, said that Matthew
exemplies St. Francis' peaceful spirit.

"Of course, Matthew would never

tell you these things," Taylor said. "He
lives according to St. Matthew's gospel:

'Don't pray in order to be seen.' He's

very humble and quiet about the things

he does."

Immaculate Conception Church
sponsors Bounty of Bethlehem, and

Randy, Matthew and Bethany are there to

help. Some 2,500 people enjoy an in-the-

gym, takeout or home-delivered dinner

on Christmas day.

Bounty preparation begins months in

advance, and Randy Hair takes vacation

time from his job to coordinate the event

during the week before Christmas.

Bethany helps wrap presents and fill

stockings; in 2005 and 2006 Matthew
coordinated the kitchen volunteers and

helped cook the from-scratch dinner.

"That'stheotherpartofFranciscanism

for us," Randy Hair said. "All the (early

Franciscan) brothers had different gifts.

Matthew has very good rapport with

adults. Bethany has the same things,

and she's very creative, helping me with

posters and decorating the gift bags.

"Laureen is kind of like Peter: She's

the rock of this little domestic church.

She makes sure everything is taken care

of at home."

An emergency-room nurse at

Margaret R. Pardee Memorial Hospital

in Hendersonville, Laureen is always on

duty Christmas Eve or Christmas day.

"That's one reason we got involved

with Bounty — so we could be close to

her on Christmas," Hair said.

He invited his fellow fraternity

members to help with Bounty, and they

chopped herbs for the dressing. In an

e-mail the day after Christmas, he wrote

that, "It is most appropriate that you

chopped herbs, the fragrant seasoning of

the meal. May we season everything with

the fragrant love of Christ."

Every June for the past eight years

the Hair family has spent a week at

Camp Billo, sponsored by Immaculate

Conception/St. Anthony Shrine parishes

in Montgomery/Boomer, W.Va. The
children fi-om the two parishes, and their

guests, experience positive adult role

models, worship services and encounter

groups, and play games.

Laureen and Randy Hair give

vacation time to work at Camp Billo:

Laureen as camp nurse; Randy as a

counselor for 9- to 11 -year-old boys.

Bethany helps with the younger girls,

and Matthew obtained his certification so

he could volunteer as a lifeguard.

After returning from Camp Billo this

year, Matthew went with a BSSF Region

youth group for a weekend at St. Francis

Inn, a soup kitchen in Philadelphia, Pa.,

then helped give a presentation about it at

this year's annual regional gathering.

In 2005, Randy Hair and Matthew

participated in "II Poverello," a play

that Capuchin Franciscan Father John

Salvas, Immaculate Conception Church's

parochial vicar, wrote about St. Francis's

life. Hair played a friar and Matthew was

the pope's attendant.

Toce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

1 40 1 Patton Ave.

Aslieville, NC
(828) 252-3535

72 Long Sliioals Roatl

Arden, NC
(828) 687-35;^)

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874 3535

Pre'arrangements and obituaries on'line at www.grocefuneralhome.com
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'One of a kind'
Dawson retires after 34 years ofparish work

BY KATHLEEN HEALY SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE —After three

decades of devotion and service, Carol

Dawson has retired from her parish post.

A reception was held Aug. 4 to

acknowledge her 34 years as business

manager of Immaculate Conception

Church in Hendersonville.

"It was ajob I got paid for, but I loved

it and I felt at home here," said Dawson
as she sat surrounded by her children,

grandchildren and great-grandchildren,

as well as parishioners and staff.

"I will miss the closeness I have

with the priests, being able to see them

everyday. I'll miss seeing everyone,"

she said.

During her tenure, Dawson saw the

construction of two church buildings,

worked through the terms of four

bishops and served seven pastors. She

witnessed the growth of the parish from

400 families to more than 4,000 families,

and she became the trusted guide for

those who entered the church offices and

needed assistance regarding church or

school related issues.

For24 years until his death, Dawson's
husband. Digger, worked as parish

maintenance director. When he passed

away, Dawson found the added challenge

of coming to work every day— she felt

his spirit remained in the parish.

"Digger is here in every room, in

every nail," said Dawson.

The Dawsons converted to

Catholicism in October 1959 while

living in Miami, Fla. They moved to

Hendersonville in 1976. Their son Dale

Dawson spoke of learning from his

parents' example.

"If I had to use one word to describe

them, it would be commitment. No
matter where we were — on vacation,

camping — they always found a church

and we went to Mass," he said.

Their commitment to their faith was
evident in their work at the parish.

Photo by Kathleen Healy Schmieder

Carol Dawson hugs a fellow parishioner during

a reception to honor Dawson's 34 years as an

employee at Immaculate Conception Church in

Hendersonville Aug. 4.

"For them it wasn't a 9-to-5 job.

Many nights they were still working, or

on the weekends. Ifthe priests called, they

would go to the church. Commitment
was always there," he said.

"Her (Carol's) friendship is the

heart and soul of her faith," said Sandy

Donecho, parish faith formation director.

"She gives it freely, without question.

Carol is a loving and caring person and I

will miss her day-to-day hugs. She is the

inner spirit to Immaculate Conception."

"Carol is one of a kind — difficult

to find, more difficult to lose," said

Capuchin Father John Aurilia, pastor.

As for Dawson, her plans include

spending time with her still-growing

family and time with her beloved church.

"This is my life, I'll always be

involved," she said, adding, "I've already

told the office I'm not changing my
phone number— right away."

The Dawsons' legacy will live on

through Digger Dawson Scholarship

Endowment Fund, set up in June 2006

through the Foundation of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Charlotte to provide

scholarship assistance to Immaculata
School students who otherwise might not

be able to attend the school.

Becoming Smart Marthas

Courtesy Photo

Approximately 40 Catholic mothers take part in the Smart Martha Seminar at St. Mark Church in

Huntersville Aug. 11. Let by Catholic author and speaker Tami Kiser, the seminar— named from the

story of Mary and Martha in the Bible— helps women be productive, effective mothers while developing

a relationship with Jesus.

"The message of Mary and Martha is a very important one for mothers today as well as the helpful

information given on running a household in today's busy society," said Kisen

The seminar included group discussions, personal workbook time and question and answer sessions.

Making music

Courtesy Photo

Musician Preston Smith plays the organ for Linda EIrod, music minister at St. Joan of Arc Church in

Candler, and Father John Pagel, pastor Smith, organist of St. Timothy's Episcopal Church in Raleigh,

performed a free concert on the church's newly installed Johannus Custom Edition Rembrandt Model

3900 organ to a packed house Aug. 7. The three manual full pedalboard organ features 1 40 speaking

stops, pumping out 1 ,530 watts of sound. A reception was held after the public concert. While a director

of an international consulting firm, Smith lived and played his way around the world, including Africa,

New Zealand, Europe and Asia.

Blankets of love

Courtesy Photo

The "Blanketeers " ofHoly Spirit Church in Denver displayfinished blankets in this

July photo. The Blanketeers gather periodically to create "warm hugs " — security

blankets for Project Linus, a volunteer nonprofit organization that donates blankets

and afghans to seriously ill children throughout the United States. The Blanketeers

'

blankets, created in child-friendly colors and patterns, are donated to Project Linus

chapters in Charlotte and Catawba County, as well as to parishioners as need arises.

The Holy Spirit Church Ladies Guild became involved with ProjectLinus in May 2000 and

have donatedmore than 3, 600 blankets, and are busy making more. Students takingpart in

Vacation Bible School and confirmation classes at theparish have helpedmake blankets.

Because the need is ongoing, the group is lookingfor more Blanketeers.

"We are always lookingfor ladies who are inspired by the Holy Spirit to share their

time and talents to help ease the suffering of a child in distress, " said Margaret

Carpenter, parish coordinatorfor Project Linus.

To volunteer orfor more information, contact the church office at (704) 483-6448.

World Vouth Day 2008! - in Sydney, Australia
ID Days - departing July 12, 2008
$3,569 from Charlotte
(includes air, accommodations, tips, taxes and fees)

We invite all 16- to 35-year-olds to join us for this

once-in-a-lifetime faith experience!

Sponsored and escorted by the Charlotte diocesan

Office for Vouth Ministry and the Office for Voung Adults.

Deadline for registration — October 1st, 2007
Questions and/or registration: Peg Ruble at
704-370-3359 or e-mail pcrubie^cliarlottediocese.org
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Priests, seminarians tal<e part in

spiritual pilgrimage to Fatima
FATIMA, Portugal — Priests and

seminarians of the Diocese of Charlotte

recently journeyed to Fatima as part of a

peace pilgrimage.

Father John Putnam, pastor of

Sacred Heart Church in Salisbury; Father

Christopher Roux, priest secretary to

Bishop Peter J. Jugis; and Father Richard

DeClue, priest in residence at St. Vincent

de Paul Church in Charlotte; as well

as seminarians Joshua Bradford, Paul

McNulty and Joel Stroot took part in

the Fatima Peace Pilgrimage July 18-

31, this year sponsored by the Te Deum
Foundation.

Nineteen lay persons from parishes

throughout the United States also

participated in the pilgrimage.

The annual pilgrimage, which began

in 1984, celebrates the armiversary of

Mary's appearance at Fatima, Portugal,

and is designed to foster a devotion

to Our Lady of Fatima in priests,

seminarians and other religious. The
Marian apparitions to three children in

Fatima began 90 years ago May 13.

"When I first visited Fatima, I

had recently entered the Catholic faith

and was still questioning whether the

priesthood was the right path," said

Father Putnam. "My pilgrimage to the

holy site of Our Lady's apparitions

confirmed that yes, indeed, I had made
the right choice."

"Our Lady's message 90 years ago

is still relevant today," said Father Roux.

CouRTCSY Photo

(Back row, from left) Father lohn Putnam, Father

Christopher Roux, Father Richard DeClue; and

(front row, from left) seminarians Paul McNulty,

loshua Bradford and Joel Stroot are pictured in

the Church of the Born Jesus in Braga, Portugal

June 25.

"In today's world of war, terrorism and

atrocities against the sanctity of life, the

people of the world need to be reminded

of Our Lady's message of hope."

In addition to Fatima, other sites

visited included the Church of the Bom
Jesus in Braga, Jeronimos Monastery and

St. Anthony of Padua Church in Lisbon,

the home of Blessed Alexandrina Maria

da Costa in Balasar and the Church ofthe
Holy Miracle in Santarem.

The Te Deum Foundation is a

nonprofit organization that provides

for the material and spiritual needs of

seminarians.

You re Invited!

Room At The Inn's

Thirteenth Annual Fundraising Banquet

Charlotte Convention Center

Thursday, October 11, 2007

Featured Speaker

FOX News Channel's

Judge

Andrew P. Napolitano

Judge Napolitano appears daily on The Big Story with

John Gibson, co-hosts FOXand Friends once a week and

is a regular on The O'Reilly Factor. A graduate of Notre Dame Law School, he is

informative, entertaining and absolutely pro-life!

Registration/Reception, 5:30 pm— Seating for Dinner, 6:30 pm
** Reservations are FREE, but required.

To make a reservation or to host a table of 8, contact Banquet Reservations at

(704) 525-4673, ext. 10 or iroomattheinn@carolina.rr.com by September 17th.

Room At The Inn, Inc. is a Catholic maternity and after-care program for pregnant

mothers in Charlotte, N.C. Please visit our website, www.rati.org, for more information

on our pro-life programs.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Msgr. Joseph Showfety, a retired priest of tfie Diocese of Charlotte, greets Victoria Eckman and her

mother, Dr. Connie Eckman, following Mass at Our Lady of the Annunciation Church in Albemarle July

7. Like most retired priests, Msgr. Showfety spends many weekends celebrating Mass at parishes

throughout the diocese.

Collection to benefit priests' retirement

COLLECTION, from page 1

have an income provided by the annual

collection, this year themed "From
Ordination to Retirement...With Gratitude

for Years of Service." The collection will

be taken up in every church in the diocese

the weekend of Sept. 8-9.

After serving in churches throughout

North Carolina and as chancellor of the

Diocese of Charlotte, Msgr. Showfety

retired in 2002.

"It's a privilege to be a priest— it's

something no man is worthy of," said

Msgr. Showfety "I often ask myself,

'Why did God choose me?' It's not

something you enter into lightly, but

every night I thank God for choosing me
to be a priest."

Like, most retired priests, Msgr.

Showfety spends most weekends filling

in for other priests, hearing confessions

and celebrating Mass.

"This is the best part of life as a

retired priest — I can visit a parish,

hear confessions, celebrate Mass and

go home," he ^aid. "There are no
administrative duties, no construction

hassles to worry about."

Msgr. Showfety is gratefiil that the

stipend to retired diocesan priests is

generous enough to allow them to live

independently, with dignity.

"The Diocese of Charlotte has been

very good to us— the priests' retirement

collection is a blessing to the retired

priests," he said.

Catholics in the diocese soon will

have the opportunity to show their

support for the 26 retired diocesan

priests, including Bishop Curlin, who
have faithfiilly served the Diocese of

Charlotte for 1,119 years collectively.

"Contributing to the Priests'

Retirement and Benefits Collection is a

tangible way for Catholics to show their

gratitude for the faithfiil service of our

retired diocesan priests," said Barbara

Gaddy, associate director ofdevelopment

for the Diocese of Charlotte.

Contributions also help provide for

the future retirements of the 80 diocesan

priests currently involved in active

ministry, as well as the retirement fiinds

of the 42 religious order priests serving

in the diocese.

"This program is in place so that

when our recently ordained priests retire,

there will be fimds available to help

support them," said Gaddy.

The campaign's goal is to collect

$1,342,417 — $928,880 to fiind the

diocesan priests' retirement and benefits

plans; $383,537 to support the retirement

fiands of religious order priests currently

serving in our diocese; and $30,000 to

cover campaign expenses.

Each parish is assessed 3.5 percent of

its annual offertory collection to raise funds

needed to support the Priests' Retirement

and Benefits Collection. In most parishes,

that amount is slightly less than two times

the regular Sunday offertory.

Proportionate contributions on the

weekend of Sept. 8-9 will help parishes

pay the assessment.

Diocese of Charlotte retired priests

Father Joseph J. Ayathupadam

Father James Cahill

Father Francis M. Cintula

Father Thomas P. Clements

Father Francis Connolly

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin

Father William Evans

Father Conrad Hoover

Father Raymond Hourihan

Msgr. Joseph Kerin

Father Joseph Kelleher

Father Conrad Kimbrough

Msgr. Anthony Kovacic

Father Andy Latsko

Father Bernard Manley

Father Richard McCue
Father Gabriel Meehan

Msgr. William N. Pharr

Father Charles Reese

Father Edward J. Sheridan

Msgr. Joseph S.Showfety

Father James Solari

feather Edward Sullivan

ather John Tuller

4sgr Thomas Walsh

"ather Joseph Waters
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QUAKE IN PERU
August 24, 2007

"For the numerous dead, I invoke the peace of

the Lord ... and I assure those living in extreme
conditions that the church is with you with all

its spiritual and material solidarity."

— Pope Benedict XVI

CMS PHOTO BY Enrique Castro Mendwil, Reuters

Earthquake survivors wait in line for food in Pisco, Peru, Aug. 1 8. More than 500 people are known to have

been killed and 1 ,500 injured in a magnitude 8 earthquake that struck about 1 25 miles south of Lima.

Pope says Vatican official to

deliver check for Peru relief
CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy (CNS)

— Offering prayers for the victims of the

Aug. 15 earthquake in Peru and calling

again for international assistance for

survivors, Pope Benedict XVI announced

that his secretary of state personally would
deliver a papal donation to relief efforts.

"Our thoughts and prayers constantly

have been turned to the people of Peru,

struck by a devastating earthquake," the

pope told visitors gathered at his summer
villa Aug. 19 for the midday recitation of

the Angelus.

"For the numerous dead, I invoke

the peace of the Lord; for the injured,

a speedy recovery; and I assure those

living in extreme conditions that the

church is with you with all its spiritual

and material solidarity," the pope said.

He said Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone,

Vatican secretary of state, who had a visit

to Peru scheduled before the earthquake

struck, would expand his late-August

trip to show the pope's concern for the

victims. The Vatican said Aug. 20 that

the cardinal would deliver a papal check

for $200,000 "for the urgent needs of the

people" suffering the consequences of

the disaster.

The Vatican did not provide the precise

dates or itinerary ofthe cardinal's trip.

Caring for Charlotte Areo Cotholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

EWEN
FUNERAL SERVICEJNC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
of September

Rev. Msgr. Thomas Burke 2001

Rev. Msgr. Hugh Dolan 1981

Rev. Msgr. Arthur Duncan 2002

Rev. James King 1978

Rev. John J. Murray 1997

Rev. Edward F. O'Doherty 1998

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Y

An earthquake with

a magnitude of 8 hit

south of Lima Aug. 15.

Powerful aftershocks

continued into the

following day.

Peru

PISCO -.icA

Source: U.S. Geological Survey

©2007 CNS

CRUISE ONLY(without airfare )

FOR $2,460!
The Diocese of Charlotte

invites you to leave winter behind and explore the

SOUTHERN eARIBBEAN
and the PANAMA CANAL

January 31- February U. 2008
TKll family and friends are welcome to join with

Fr. Mo West as we cruise from Ft. Lauderdale. Florida
aboard '-^ ^"-« hip ms Volendam

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach
hammock, learn about Bahamian culhire
* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a

submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical coimtryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy
beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

imderstand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jungle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native

markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!

* Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES airfare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ ship transfers, taxes, baggage
handling and all port charges! Arrange your own travel to Florida and save!

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332 or

Patty at Collette Vacations (877) 894-1245 ext. 3163.
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Catholic Church assists

quake victims in Peru
PERU, from page 1

government official does makes it much
easier to get a response effort up and

running," he said.

Skrocki arrived in Peru the night

after the earthquake and traveled Aug. 1

7

to Chincha, Pisco and Ica, the three cities

nearest the epicenter.

The scene was chaotic immediately

after the magnitude 8 earthquake, which

killed more than 500 people, injured

more than 1,000 and left at least 35,000

families homeless. Although more than

200 flights, carrying more than 600 tons

of supplies, had arrived at the air force

base in Pisco, distribution was slow.

"There was a lack of coordination,"

saidLuis Cordoba, emergency coordinator

for CRS in Peru. "No one knew what

assistance had arriyed, what had been

distributed and what else was needed."

Two days after the quake, people

were "waiting all day in line for one one-

liter bottle of water," Skrocki said. "The

longer this goes on, the more desperate

people become."

Part of the problem with distribution

was logistical: Electricity was cut off,

water could not be pumped and roads

and bridges were damaged.

But part ofthe problem, Skrocki said,

seemed to be fed by political infighting

over whether the central government or

local and regional governments should

oversee relief efforts.

"Unfortunately, it's a similar story

(in) many other countries," said Skrocki,

who has been involved in CRS disaster

responses to Hurricane Stan in Guatemala

in 2005, the eruption of the Tungurahua

volcano in Ecuador in 2006, and flooding

"More aid is arriving

through the church, and
we are channeHng it as

rapidly as possible

— Bishop Guido Brena
Lopez of Ica

earlier this year in Bolivia.

By Aug. 21, the situation had
improved in Ica. Bishop Guido Brena

Lopez of Ica told Catholic News Service

by telephone that electricity had been

restored and some shops and markets

were open again.

In Pisco, however, where more than

80 percent of the houses were destroyed,

there was still no electricity. The bishop

said relief efforts were concentrated

in the center of the city, making it

difficult for people in remote areas to get

assistance.

Bishop Brena noted that in Pisco

and Ica people are still very nervous

because there have been a lot of strong

aftershocks.

"More aid is arriving through the

church, and we are channeling it as

rapidly as possible so that it reaches the

outlying areas," he said.

Meanwhile, people are organizing

themselves.

"One characteristic in Peru is that

relatives andneighbors help one another,"

the bishop said.

Many people, especially those with

small children, are trekking north to

take refiige with relatives in Lima, while

southbound buses have carried a steady

stream of people fi-om Lima carrying

food, blankets and other supplies to

family members in the affected cities.

Celebrating 25 or 50 years

of marriage this year?

Ifyou were married during 1937 or 1982,

you and yourfamily are invited to the

Amiual Diocesan Anniversary Mass
at

St. Thomas Aquinas CathoHc Church
in Charlotte

Sunday, October 28— 2pm

Please note: To receive an invitation, you

must call your parish office to register.

Sponsored by the Family Life Office

of Catholic Social Services

CdtluJiH StK'ia) Scrvicp-S

CNS PHOTO BY Mariana Bazo, Reuters

Spanish rescue worker Pablo Martinez and his dog Max lool< for bodies in a destroyed church after

an earthquake in Pisco, Peru, Aug. 1 9. Pope Benedict XVI announced that a top Vatican official would

personally deliver a papal donation to relief efforts for victims of the major earthquake that struck

southern Peru Aug. 15.

Assessing the damage

On Aug. 18, government emergency

agencies and international organizations

such as CRS, the Red Cross and Red
Crescent, Oxfam and others set up a

command center at the air force base

in Pisco to exchange information and

coordinate efforts.

"If a lot of agencies are involved and

we don't organize well, it will only create

more chaos," Cordoba said.

Security was the first obstacle.

Shortly after the earthquake, looters

struck, sometimes foraging fornecessities

and sometimes raiding the rubble of

people's homes for anything of value.

Although tents and shelters have

been set up in all three towns, many
people have camped out in front of the

ruins of their houses to protect anything

that might be left.

"I saw people sleeping on the sfreet,"

Skrocki said. "They took the couch out of

their house, put up a couple of chairs and

put a sheet over the top, and that's where

they're living."

That worried Dr. Manuel Pena,

director of the Pan American Health

Organization office in Lima. In an

interview with the Channel N cable TV
station, Pena warned that if people stayed

near their homes the lack of water and

toilets could lead to the spread of disease.

On Aug. 20, the Health Ministry-

dispatched health brigades to the cities

to set up portable toilets, assist with

hygiene and provide vaccinations against

illnesses such as hepatitis.

The full extent of the earthquake's

effects remained unclear. The CRS
emergency team visited several rural

communities where the facades of adobe

houses showed only cracks, but back

rooms had collapsed.

Cordoba worried that if inspectors

make only a quick visual check of those

communities, they will underestimate

the damage.

CRS will work with Caritas Peru to

provide essentials such as food, water,

shelter and medicine. Meanwhile, the

agencies will be planning for the long-

range, painstaking task ofhelping people

rebuild their homes and their lives.

Caritas Peru is the local affiliate of

Caritas Intemationalis, the international

confederation of Catholic aid agencies.

CRS is part of the Caritas network.

Experiencing difficulties in your marriage:

A Lifeline for Marriage

September 1 2 - 14 in Raleigh

Come for a weekend to rediscover your spouse under the

ministry of Retrouvaille, (pronoimced "retro-vi").

Designed to provide tools for difficult times, this weekend

will help married couples examine their lives in new,

positive ways.

RetrouvaiUe has helped many thousands of couples

experiencmg everything from disillusionment to

deep misery.

For confidential info or to register: 336-297-0595 or retrouvailIe@msn.com.

Visit our Web site: www.retrouvaiIle.org.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Simulating life

CNS PHOTO COURTESY OF LiNDEN RESEARCH

The virtual world of Second Life, which has been open to the public since 2003, has about 8.4 million

residents. Each Second Life resident is referred to as an avatar— an embodiment of a person. Shown

are young avatars attending a party in the online universe.

Jesuit magazine discusses dangers,

opportunities in digital worlds
BY CAROL GLATZ

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME — Digital worlds where
viewers can interact with each other and

create vast social networks carry several

risks, but they also might be grounds

for evangelization, said an influential

Jesuit magazine.

One virtual world called Second Life

is gaining such widespread popularity

that it is not "possible to turn a blind eye

to this phenomenon, or offhandedly pass

judgment glorifying it or condemning

it," said La Civilta Cattolica (Catholic

Civilization) in an August 4 article.

The Rome-based biweekly, reviewed

by the Vatican Secretariat of State before

publication, dedicated most of the 13-

page article to discussing Second Life.

That virtual world, which can be found

online at secondlife.com, is entirely

created and owned by its more than 8

million residents.

From shopping to chatting to studying

university courses, residents also are

making room for God and spirituality,

said the article written by Jesuit Father

Antonio Spadaro.

Cathedrals, mosques, synagogues,

temples — and even convents and

cloisters "with spartan rooms for virtual

rent" — are peppered across the user-

created world, giving residents a chance

to pray alone or with others, it said.

"Virtual churches exist in which it's

possible to find a minister who is able to

welcome and strike up a dialogue with

whomever enters," it said.

The popularity of virtual worlds may
reflect people's longing for "another life"

and the human need for becoming better

people, the article said.

With so many people looking online

for meaning beyond the temporal world,

the article said, "at heart, the digital world

may also be in its own way considered to

be mission territories."

"The best way to understand (the

Second Life phenomenon) is to enter

into it, (and) live inside it to recognize its

potential and dangers," it said.

But living a second, virtual life also

could carry some risks, it said.

Because one's real identity is

confidential, one's virtual appearance can

be completely open and honest, "but on

the other hand one can also get caught up

in a spontaneity that knows no limits or

discretion," it said.

It also said that in creating or being

part of such a lifelike, imaginary world,

one might become alienated from the

real world and begin to identify oneself

according to one's self-created myth.

"There may be akind ofdiffidence and

resignation in opting for the simulated"

instead of real life, it said.

Another problem is that events or

experiences are erased easily without

consequences, it said. Simulated realty

allows the user to do almost anything at a

"low level of risk," it said.

"This has worrying emotional and

affective consequences," noted the

article. In the virtual world everything is

"under control and reversible," making

the real world look fiightening.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: SEPT. 2, 2007

Sept. 2, Twenty-second

Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29

Psalms 68:4-7, 10-11

2) Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a

3) Gospel: Luke 14:1,7-14

Extending God's

love will bring that

love back to us

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

A few years ago I was invited to be

one of the vocal soloists at the wedding

of the daughter of my second cousin.

Although I knew her mother fairly well, I

had actually never met the bride, so at the

reception hall I seated myself at a table

with the other wedding guests.

I had just begun to join the long

buffet line when my cousin sought me
out and invited me to the head table. I

proceeded with some surprise to my new
seat, where there was not only a place

card with my name on it, but attentive

wait staff standing by to bring me the

food I had prepared to wait in line for.

The unexpected honor that day

reminded me of today's parable in which

Jesus imparts some commonsense advice

on social etiquette, but also teaches

more profoundly about those who are

to be included at the table of the reign

of God. True to form, he names those in

his culture who would be least- expected

to receive an invitation— the "poor, the

crippled, the lame, the blind."
j

Clearly this is no abstract or

imaginary banquet but one that should

occur with regularity, as he instructs'

his host, "when you hold a lunch or a

dinner." God's inclusiveness, praised

by the psalmist as giving a "home to

the forsaken," is brought about by those

in a position to do the inviting without

expectation of return.

This approach is at the heart of the

"new covenant" that Jesus "mediates,"

according to the writer of Hebrews.

While mediation is usually thought of

in terms of reconciling two parties in

conflict, it also can describe a "medium"
that transfers something fi-om one place

to another.

Everthegeneroushost, Jesusbecomes

the mediating means of extending God's

justice and merciful love beyond the

children of Abraham to an entirely new
group of people.

Likewise, by thinking and acting

outside my limited comfort zone, I can

be a means of bringing God's embrace

to one who might not normally expect to

receive it.

And by practicing humility, I

might even experience God's love

coming to me in new, unexpected and

surprising ways.

Questions:

When did you last move beyond your
"comfort zone" to extend God's love to

another? When have you been surprised

by God's unexpected graciousness

to you?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF AUG. 26-SEPT. 1

Sunday (Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 66:18-21, Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13, Luke

13:22-30; Monday (St. IVIonica), 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5. 8-10, Matthew 23:13-22; Tuesday (St.

Augustine), 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8, Matthew 23:23-26; Wednesday (IWartyrdom of St. John

the Baptist), 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13, Mark 6:17-29; Tliursday, 1 Thessalonians 3:7-13, Mat-

thew 24:42-51; Friday, 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8, Matthew 25:1-13; Saturday, 1 Thessalonians

4:9-11, Matthew 25:14-30.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPT. 2-8

Sunday (Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time), Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29, Hebrews

12:18-19, 22-24, Luke 14:1, 7-14; Monday (St. Gregory the Great), 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18,

Luke 4:16-30; Tuesday, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11 , Luke 4:31-37; Wednesday (Bl. Teresa of

Calcutta), Colossians 1:1-8, Luke 4:38-44; Thursday, Colossians 1:9-14, Luke 5:1-11; Friday,

Coiossians 1:15-20, Luke 5:33-39; Saturday (Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary), Romans

8:28-30, Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23.

Attention: Homeowners.. .Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To

Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and vaiue your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waitmg all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to gel

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appoinrment Window so you don't have lo

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte
"

(704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarms counties

wvvw.3wavplnmbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

i
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Coming
Soon...

Going
Fast!

That's a wrap

The exciting Pennybym at Maryfield is 86% reserved— that

means only a few more can take advantage of pre-opening

pricing. Will you be one of them?

This architecturally stunning new community is scheduled

to open in Winter of 2007. An active, modern lifestyle that

offers you gorgeous private residences, superior amenities

and a professional staff to provide unparalleled services...

it's the retirement lifestyle that you've been waiting for!

Don't let this opportunity pass you by.

Call (336) 821-4050,or toll-free (866) 627-9343 today...

prices will never be this low again!

pgMKlVBVRKl
atMARYsFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260

vvww.PennybymAtMaryfieId.com

Sponsored by the Sisters ofthe Poor Servants of the Mother of God

NP/CNH/Uis0707
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Veteran baseball commentator Joe Garagiola talks with "Christopher Closeup" host Dennis Heaney in

one of the program's final productions. The syndicated half-hour TV show, which has been running for

55 years, will cease broadcasting at the end of summer

Long-lasting 'Christopher Closeup'

show to end its 5 5-year run
BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — "Christopher

Closeup," the television show sponsored

by the organization that says it's better

to light one candle than to curse the

darkness, will no longer be broadcast

after the end of the summer.

"Christopher Closeup" enjoyed a

5 5-year run on TV— exceeded only by

CBS' evening newscast, NBC's "Meet

the Press" and "Today," and the CBS
soap opera "Guiding Light."

"ft was a very difficult decision," said

a statement by Christophers president and

CEO Dennis Heaney, the show's host,

"but given the evolving media landscape,

we think it's the right opportunity to focus

our resources on emerging technologies

like podcasts and webcasts, as well as

reinforcing our presence on broadcast

and satellite radio."

Heaney added, "We take pride in the

fact that we had such an outstanding run

in a fickle TV universe where 10 years is

considered a long time."

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. CharloUe, NC28212

704-568-0023

Avww.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumhtts

In its heyday in the 1970s,

"Christopher Closeup," a syndicated

half-hour public affairs program, reached

200-300 TV stations, including the ABC
affiliate in New York City and five-days-

a-week airings in Washington.

Today, it's available in 166 countries

through the Armed Forces Network, but

its U.S. presence is limited to about 70

individual broadcast and satellite TV
stations and cable outlets, according to

Christophers spokesman David DiCerto.

Over thousands of installments,

the show played host to politicians,

celebrities, sports figures, journalists,

scientists, social activists and Nobel

Peace Prize wirmers.

Each head of the Christophers has

done double duty as the show's host,

fi-om Maryknoll Father James Keller, the

Christophers' founder, to Fathers Richard

Armstrong, Tom McSweeney and John

Catoir, Msgr. Jim Lisante and now
Heaney, the show's first lay host.

Father Armstrong had a lay co-host,

Jeanne Davis Glynn.

The name "Christopher Closeup"

won't be consigned to the dustbin. A
radio version of the show, on the air

since the 1970s, will continue to carry the

name, and DiCerto told Catholic News
Service the Christophers are looking at

expanding it to the half-hour format the

TV show used over six decades.

The radio show is carried by the

Sirius satellite radio network as well as

on some local stations.

DiCerto said discussions were taking

place on whether to use the "Christopher

Closeup" name for its podcast and

webcast applications.

'CLOSEUP' GUESTS
Among the guests on "Christopher

Closeup" were ElieWiesel, ArthurAshe, Ed

Bradley, Dorothy Day, Pete Seeger, Charles

Osgood, Hugh Downs, Jim Henson, Ralph

Nader, Tim Russert, Cesar Chavez, Bob

and Dolores Hope, Mike Wallace, Alex

Haley, Ken Bums, Bill Meyers, Fred Rogers

and Sister Helen Prejean, a Sister of St.

Joseph of Medaille.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
August 24, 2007

Vacation Bible school unites Christian

children in Hendersonville
BY KATHLEEN HEALY SCHMIEDER

CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE — Five

churches in Henderson County recently

united to bring together 110 children

for a vacation Bible school experience

focusing on how they are chosen, taught,

protected and provided for through their

common savior, Jesus.

The program's leaders were Sandy

^onecho, religious education director

at Immaculate Conception Church, Sue

Filson of Grace Lutheran, Gail Colter

of Providence Baptist, Dee Zeller of St.

James Episcopal and Becky Stanley of

Trinity Presbyterian, which served as the

host church for "Fiesta," the VBS program

for children in kindergarten through fifth

grades June 12-15.

"This is truly a week to build

community with one another," said

Ddnecho. "We learn so much fi-om our

children and fi-om each other."

The program utilized the "Avalanche

Ranch: A Wild Ride through God's

Word" curriculum to teach the children

about the gifts they receive through the

common faith of Christianity.

"We share our differences and
respect our differences," said Donecho.

"We come together for the love we have

for Jesus in our lives."

The children used the lessons to

Photo by Kathleen Healy Schmieder

Tables display the donated items collected

by children, including those from Immaculate

Conception Church in Hendersonville, during the

vacation Bible school held lune 1 2-1 5.

give back to the community as well,

raising money and collecting food

through donations during the week.

Daily offerings were sent to Interfaith

Assistance Ministry, a faith-based,

nonprofit organization providing
temporary relief to those in need.

"They did a great job and every day

we collected more," said Donecho.

More than 260 pounds of food and

personal products were packed and
transferred to Interfaith. Cash donations

of $341.05 were also collected.

Closing ceremonies included games,

food and play equipment.

Courtesy Photo

Children and young adults perform during the vacation Bible school at St. Luke Church in Mint Hill July

1 6-20. One hundred and five children took part in the program, this year themed "Avalanche Ranch: A

Wild Ride through God's Word."

Join with the Archdiocese ofAtlanta

and Archbishop John F. Donoghue for a

PILGRIMAGETO SICILYAND ROME
including theAmalft Coast and Sorrento

November 5-16, 2007

$3,299 per person, double occupancy*

Come and experience the religious sites of these

areas as well as the beauty of their surroundings,

their culture and their people!

Vour 12-day pilgrimage includes airfare from Atlanta; airfare from Rome to Catania; hotels

in Syracuse, Taormina, Sorrento and Rome; 15 meals; full-time English-speaking escort;

porterage at hotels; entrance fees to sites; private motorcoach.

Trice, based on exchange rate of 3/07, reflects a cash or check discount of $75; does not

include air taxes currently estimated at $275 per person. Fuel surcharges, tariffs and taxes are

subject to increase before departure.

Call Corporate Travel Service for information: 313-565-8888, ext. 121

(This trip Is privately sponsored and not associated with the Diocese of Charlotte.)

Summer fun and faith

Courtesy Photo

Students dance during the vacation Bible school held at St. Mark Church in Huntersville. More than 350

students and 200 youth and adult volunteers participated in the four-day program, themed "Take the

Plunge with Jesus," July 22-26. The students took part in Bible stories, crafts, games, music and skits,

as well as writing letters and decorating more than 100 yo-yos for U.S. Marines stationed in Iraq. The

yo-yos are popular with both military personnel and Iraqi children.

During the program, two U.S. Army soldiers who had served in Iraq spoke to the students July 26. They told

those gathered that even the smallest gestures of kindness and words of encouragement and support,

especially from children, make a difference in the lives of military personnel serving overseas.

INTERNAL AUDITOR

The Diocese of Charlotte is accepting applications for an internal auditor.

Responsibilities include performing internal audits at locations throughout western North

Carolina; providing training for parishes, schools and financial councils; and assisting

the finance office with financial projects. Applicants must have a bachelor's degree in

accounting, finance or related field. A CPA or MBA would be a plus. Applicants should

have a minimum of three years related experience, including two years in public

accounting. EOE. Resume and salary history should be mailed by Sept. 5, 2007 to:

CFO, Diocese of Charlotte

1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, N.C. 28203

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

PROFESSIONAL SECURITY OFFICERS:
Requirements: High school diploma/GED; Clean

criminal record; Noteworthy employment history.

Excellent pay and benefit package. Apply to: The
Wackenhut Corporation, 1 Centerview Drive,

Suite 105, Greensboro, NC 27407, 1701 Link

Road, Winston-Salem, NC 27103 or in Asheville

area at 9-H Walden Drive, Arden, NC 28704.

www.wackenhut.com. EOE M/F/DA' Security

Guard & Patrol 753-GP

CATECHISTS NEEDED: St. John Lee Korean

Catholic Church (Charlotte) needs two or

more catechists for middle and high schoolers.

Requirements: practicing Catholic, experience

with youth and teens, catechist certification, and

references. Further information: Helen Choi
704-763-3753 or helen.choi@atcmail.com

SERVICES

COUNSELING: Individuals, couples, family,

depression, anxiety, relationships, spiritual issues.

Lucille Moses, Licensed Professional Counselor.

Charlotte. 704-366-6507

FOR RENT

CONDO: Oceanfront - Pleasure Island. 2

BD/2BA. Minutes from Wilmington. Two day

minimum; weekly for under $1,000. Additional

units available. Call 703-450-8480 or write

wfkelle@aol.com for availability.

HOUSE: 3 bedrooms. 2 baths. 1500 square feet.

Large fenced-in backyard. Central air. 1-car

garage. Charlotte. $975/month. 704-443-5362.

LOST AND FOUND

WANTED: Lost recliner, gold-colored fabric.

Given to Salvation Army in Charlotte by mistake.

Has sentimental value; will pay $500 for return.

803-548-61852

Classified ads bring results! Over 140,000 readers! Over 52,000 homes!
Rates: $.80/word per issue ($16 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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Courtesy Photo by Pat White

Displaying the

Gospel of John
A display is pictured from the third annual Summer

Bible Institute at St. Matthew Church in Charlotte

Aug. 6-10. This year themed "Born from Above"

and led by Susan Brady, parish adult education

coordinator, the institute allowed participants to

explore and take part in the Gospel of John.

"For five days, the participants walked around

in and lounged about in St. John's Gospel," said

Pat White, parish volunteer and communications

coordinator. "From a prayerful point of view,

they explored the uniqueness of John's vision,

especially as it is illustrated in the account of

Jesus' death. Jesus' encounter With Nicodemus,

as well as his meeting with the Samaritan woman,

was visited in depth."

Many participants are already looking forward to

next year's Summer Bible Institute, said White.

Cursillo
Are you a Cursiilista looking for a
smaii group reunion or an Ultreya?

Have you heard of Cursiiio
and want to learn more about It?

We are blessed in our diocese to have
a vibrant, active Cursiiio community—come join us!

upcoming Ev&nts!

August 30^ Women's SG^ Weekend
September 22"^...See us at the Eucharistic Congress
September2^ ..Annual Grand Ultreya in Morganton

www.chariottecursiffo.org
Contact Tom Sp&rrazzo at: tsp^rmzzo^^arolma ,rr.com or (32i) €52-4558

Shareyour day and lunch withfriends!

CSS
O^tbobc Soc:i«d Services

FIVE DATES & LOCATIONS
TO CHOOSE FROM!

Thursday, Sept. 13 - St. Pius X, Greensboro - 10:30 am - 3:30 pm
Deadline for registration: Wednesday, Sept. 5

Presenter and Mass celebrant: Bishop Emeritus Curlin

Tuesday, Oct. 9 - St. Barnabas, Arden - 10 am - 3 pm
Deadline for registration: Monday, Oct. 1

Presenter and Mass celebrant: Fr. Kiernan Neilson

Thursday, Oct. 11 - St. James, Hamlet - 10:30 am - 3 pm
Deadline for registration: Monday, Oct. 1

Presenter and Mass Celebrant: Fr. Joseph Koterski, SJ

Wednesday, Nov. 7 - St. Mark, Huntersville - 10:30 am - 3 pm
Deadline for registration: Monday, Oct. 29

Presenter and Mass Celebrant: Fr. Frank O'Rourke

Thursday, Nov. 15 - Catholic Conference Center - 10 am - 3 pm
Deadline for registration: Friday, Nov. 2

Presenter and Mass celebrant: Rev. Msgr. Mo West

Cost: $12 - includes coffee and snacks, and full lunch

Register as a group or individually by sending your check (payable to Catholic Social Services)

and your parish name to: Sandra Breakfield, CSS Elder Ministry

1123 S. Church St.

Charlotte NC 28203-4003

For more information call Sandra at 704-370-3220 or Sherili at 704-370-3228.

Making friends and treats

Courtesy Photo

Students proudly display the cakes they learned how to decorate July 1 2 during summer camp at St.

Michael Church in Gastonia. In addition to cake decorating, the school's June 1 8-July 1 2 summer camp

program offered basketball, art, reading, sewing, science and chess lessons. In the cake decorating

class, students learned how to design cupcakes, make roses and picked up tips for baking from Brenda

Barber, a middle school teacher at St. Michael School. The summer camp was open to both kindergarten-

through-eighth-grade Catholic and public school students in Gaston County.

St. Matthew Council 10852
ANNUAL CAR RAFFLE

1st Prize: Choice of vehicle

or $15,000 cash (up to $25,000 value)

from Keffer Automotive Group

2nd Prize: $1,000 cash

3rd, 4th, 5th Prizes: each $250 cash

Tickets: $25 each - 5 for $100
Drawing: September 19th - maximum of 3,000 tickets sold

Proceeds support numerous K ofC charitable activities!

Buy tickets online at: www.kofc-stmatthew.org or mail check (made out to K ofC #10852) to

PO Box 49403, Charlotte, NC 28277 (** Include complete address and phone niunber)

Join Other Catholics on an...

Alaska Cruise
And Pacific Northwest Vacation

Join other Catholics and depart (your choice) May 11 or June 22, 2008 on this 15-day vacation

including a seven-day deluxe Alaska Cruise with Holland America Line and a seven-day Pacific

Northwest vacation with Your Man Tours. Mass will be celebrated daily while on board ship for

those in the group who wish to participate. Your group will fly into Salt Lake City starting a six-night

motor coach tour of the Pacific Northwest visiting Salt Lake City (including the Mormon Tabernacle,

Beehive House and Great Salt Lake); Jackson Hole, Wyoming; Grand Teton National Park; West

Yellowstone; two days in Yellowstone (Old Faithful) National Park; Montana; Lake Coeur d'Alene;

the Grand Coulee Dam; Washington; the Cascade Mountains; and British Columbia. In Vancouver

you will board your five-star ship, HAL's ms Statendam. Next, travel through a wondrous maze of

forested-island and glacier-carved fiords, past charming coastal villages, migrating whales and

calving glaciers to Juneau, Skagwav, Ketchikan and spectacular Glacier Bay . After the cruise

you'll take a scenic drive to Seattle, spending one night before flying home. Prices for this 15-day

vacation start at only $1848 (per person, double occupancy) (add $150 for the June 22 departure).

Included is the seven-day deluxe Alaska cruise, seven nights hotels, lots of motor coach

sightseeing throughout the Pacific Northwest, transfers, baggage handling, port charges and taxes.

Enjoy springtime on the May 1 1 departure or longer daylight hours departing June 22. Add $600

for round-trip airfare from Charlotte.

$100 deposits are nov^/ due . Friends and family are welcome .

For Information, Reservations, Brochure, Call 7 Days a Week:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Of homicides and
hopelessness
Strength, solutions needed to combat
crime, despair

Finding your purpose
Fulfilling earthly mission helps attain heaven

My hometown, Philadelphia, is on

track to pass, for the third consecutive

year, the 400 mark when the homicide

count is totaled up. Can anything be

done to reduce the rate or eliminate this

dreadful problem in what we still call the

City of Brotherly Love?

"Gun your neighbor" is the prevailing

attitude in many urban poverty-stricken

areas. Youths are in disproportionate

numbers on both the sending and
receiving end of that message.

It embodies a value that shapes

a culture of violence. Easy access to

handguns facilitates the death-dealing

delivery of that message. Access to

handguns could be cut off if there were

sufficient political will to take that step.

"Love your neighbor" would, of

course, be the counter message, the

offsetting value.

Preachers deliver that message, but

those who need to hear it are not in the

pews. Schools teach the golden rule and

encourage an ethic of respect, but those

imfamiliar with that ethic are typically not

in school, or are positioning themselves

attitudinally out of reach of teachers

struggling to get that message across.

Preschool and very early childhood

education that imparts values and learning

skills could make a difference here.

The rules ofthe game are followed in

organized sports, but the potential killers

are not into those kinds of games. Instead

of being on the fields or courts inside the

recreation centers, they are on the streets

and in and out of detention centers on

their way to early graves.

Not to mention the role that drug use

and drug trafficking plays in all of this.

I served for several years on the

board of directors of what was originally

called the Commission on National and

Community Service (now the Corporation

on National Service), a federal initiative

begun in 1990 to encourage volunteer

activity in this country.

Once, at the urging of another board

member, Richard F. (Digger) Phelps,

former basketball coach at the University

of Notre Dame, the commission members
went "across the street," as Digger liked

to put it, into a storefront church in a poor

neighborhood in the District ofColumbia.

Our aim was to see some of the

problems that service initiatives there

and around the country would, we hoped,

be addressing.

Two women, members of a support

group for mothers of youths killed in

drug wars, described the conditions that

brought their sons to early graves and

themselves to unrelenting grief

A street-smart young man explained

his willingness to risk arrest by dealing

Looking

Around
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drugs "in order to get money, to

get clothes, to get girls," and to use

firepower in the street in self-defense

whenever he and his supply were
attacked: "I'd rather be tried by twelve

than carried by six."

That was in 1 992 when Malcolm X
came back to life onmovie screens and the

words of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

were being widely quoted in discussions

(including ours) on community service as

a neighborhood rescue strategy.

The youth who had expressed a

preference for a jury over pallbearers

also remarked, "Any commimity that has

to look to dead men for role models is in

real trouble."

We the living have to overcome our

ignorance of the causes of this problem

and our fear of getting involved in the

search for and application of solutions.

We also have to find better ways of

communicating to young men the peace

message that was given to us by a dead

man who came back to life.

Finding your purpose in life requires

an understanding of the big picture.

Keep in mind that you live in a world

surrounded by death and decay. In time,

the sun will bum itself out along with the

entire solar system.

In fact, the whole material universe

will one day cease to exist; and of course

that means you too will die.

Those who are in denial of death fail

to see it as the gateway to heaven. Out of

fear they look for ways to escape it. Some
turn to drugs and alcohol, forcing the soul

into a humiliating form of slavery.

How sad! These unfortunate people

forget their nobility.

Your soul is immortal! One day it

will be reunited with a glorified body in

heaven! Then you will experience the

bliss of living in perfect harmony with

God, your neighbor and yourself.

You can begin that life right now,

once you decide to follow the words
of Jesus: "Seek his kingdom, and these

other things will be given you besides"

(Lk 12:31).

The challenge before you is one of

getting your priorities straight. The soul

yearns for life beyond the grave.

Human beings have always believedp^

in an afterlife. Primitive men placed

tools in the tombs of their dead to help

them on their journey to the next world.

Anthropologists call this human instinct

"a nostalgia for paradise."

The body, on the other hand, is

terrified at the thought of death. This

internal conflict is ongoing.

Jesus wisely advised us that our

primary mission on earth is to save our

soul. You were bom for etemal life, and

you have a job to do here that nobody

else can do. The exact nature of this

calling may be hidden from your eyes, or

perhaps you may be already living it.

Either way, fulfilling your mission

here will help you to attain heaven.

When you try to live in harmony

Spirituality

for Today
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with your purpose on earth, peace of soul

will become more attainable. You will

find it easier to rise above your trials anci,

tribulations, and spiritual joy will takf

root in your soul down deep beneath all,

the surface noise.

Your highest purpose is not only tc
^^^^

save your soul, but also to live joyfiilly ij,

because of the knowledge of God's love.,

St. Catherine of Siena wrote, "All ther

way to heaven is heaven."

Command yourselfto live an upright
jj),]

life, and follow your gifts and talents.^

Put the spirit of loving service into youiL
work; it will give you a high degree of,

job satisfaction. Even if it pays less, the

right job can be a comfort for your soul^

Thebody and soul are complimentaryEj,

parts ofyour personality. Each one needs

spiritual tending in order to live in

harmony with the other. Love your body.

Do not abuse it, and do not let it abuse

you.

Do not let it impose its excessive

demands on your spirit. Your chances

for happiness will increase significantly

ifyou strive for inner harmony.

You will need all the grace you can

get for this mission. As such, "ask and il

will be given you" (Mt 7:7). Tum youi

life and your will over to the God ofyour

imderstanding. He will do for you what

you are not yet able to do for yourself

May the Lord be your strength and

your joy.
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The honoring power of endowments
Funds will benefit worthy cause, carry honorees

name into future

Guest

Column

If you wanted to honor your parents

or another person who has influenced

your life, you would be hard pressed to

find a more fitting way than to establish a

named endowment fimd.

A named endowment fund carries

the honoree's name far into the future

as it benefits a worthy cause through

ongoing gifts.

For example, you could create

an endowment fund in honor of your

mother. The fijnd could be established

to benefit your parish, a Catholic school,

the diocese. Catholic Social Services or

another Catholic organization.

This fund, bearing her name, would

produce spendable income to support the

purpose ofthe endowment. It could be for

special projects, for ministry training, for

scholarships or even for general needs.

Every time the fund is mentioned.

the memory of your mother would
be acknowledged and honored. The
association of her name with the parish.

Catholic school, diocese or other Catholic

organization would act as a statement of

her Catholic values.

Grandchildren and great-

grandchildren would identify with the

endowment and perhaps contribute to

the fund through their own charitable

gifts, thus developing their values and

philanthropic interests.

Endowment funds are easy to

establish and they exist in perpetuity.

They can be launched now with current

gifts or created later through a bequest in

a will or other deferred gift.

Another possibility is to establish

an endowment rtow and add to it later

through a planned gift. The advantage

of getting an endowment started now

JUDY SMITH
GUEST COLUMNIST

is that you can enjoy the experience o|

seeing your loved one honored during

your lifetime.

Ifyou would like to leam more about

establishing an endowment, I would be

happy to talk with you and send you aa

annual report listing all ofthe Foundation

of the Roman Catholic Diocese oi

Charlotte's current endowment funds.
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Judy Smith is the planned giving |
director for the Diocese of Charlotte.

Contact her at (704) 370-3320 or

jmsmith@charlottediocese. org.
After
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lA/ithout community, there

s no church

:

If you've never been awakened
arly on a Saturday morning to the

grating whine of a miniature John

)eere tractor being driven through the

leighbor's backyard by a 3-year-old,

veil, lucky you.

On the other hand, I have to admit

miss that irritating little noise a bit

low. Our wonderful neighbors moved
o Oregon, and we won't get to see their

;hildren grow past the toy-mechanized-

ractor age. Truthfully, we may never see

hem again.

And whether you like it or not, in

Anchorage, Alaska, it's easy to get to

310W your neighbors in the summer.

In the summer, everyone has the

vindows open — no air conditioning

leeded here. Everyone is out doing

'ardwork, barbecuing or taking walks,

'eople snoop around at each other's

;arage sales mainly as an excuse to catch

ip on the news after a hard winter.

My other next door neighbor is an

rish tenor who performs around town on

>t; Patrick's Day. Sometimes, I can hear

lira practice, and once he told me I had a

lice voice, too.

I realized, with a blush, that I must

)e singing a little too loud with the

vindows open.

We don't have a lot of secrets in the

ummer. If a noisy argument erupts in

someone's house, I'm sure the neighbors

For the

Journey
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strain to hear that.

Community isn't what it used to

be, though. Air conditioning where it's

necessary probably did more to end

summertime neighborliness than anything.

Who, in the blistering summer, sits

outside on their front stoops fanning

themselves and chattingwith the neighbors

if they can sit in the cool indoors?

Death to the neighborhood also came
in the form of automatic garage door

openers— as we drive in, we practically

hermetically seal ourselves against the

outside world.

This dearth of community extends

to parishes as well. Gone are my
childhood days, when everybody in

church knew not only me, but my parents

and grandparents. And if I missed Mass
one Sunday? That was known too.

Anonymity brings its freedoms, but at

heart I think we all yearn for a spot where

we are known and recognized, where our

presence brings a welcoming smile and

our absence raises a question. Christianity

is at heart a communal faith.

Parishes today can be big, impersonal

affairs, so different from what Christ

must have envisioned at the Last Supper,

so different from the early days of the

church when people gathered with

friends in hornes.

Today we have the challenge of

being really intentional about forming

community at church.

Extension Magazine just published

Gallup study statistics that showed 77

percent of highly satisfied congregation

members had shared a meal with people

in their church over the past year.

What does that mean? It means ifyou

want to be happy in your parish, you need

to make the effort to form community. At

my parish there's little excuse. Our social

committee provides an event a month,

from Halloween and Christmas parties to

spaghetti feeds and Oktoberfests.

At these events I nearly always make
one new friend, another person who
smiles in genuine recognition when it's

time for the sign of peace.

In the fall parishes generally begin

sign-ups for classes, or hold stewardship

drives to get us involved in committees.

This is the perfect time of year to take a

small step toward community.

What do you have to lose? Sure,

community's never perfect — that

noisy little fractor on a sleepy Saturday

morning proves that.

Nevertheless,communityispriceless.

Without it, we're really not church.

Caring for all
Being justy generous to world's poor builds

lohal solidarity
y
lasting peace

Pope Benedict XVI recently
vamed that wealth "does not ensure

salvation, rather it could even seriously

ompromise it." He said that Christ

aught us to guard against greed and
hat we should become'detached from
jarthy possessions.

Referring to the Chapter 25 of
he Gospel of St. Matthew in another

iddress. Pope Benedict said, "In a word,

od at the final judgment will ask us if

ive have loved not in an absfract way, but

ivith concrete acts."

Calling on St. Basil the Great for

idded support, the pope said that St.

Basil taught that "the Christian living in

onformity with the Gospel recognizes

hat all people are brothers and sisters."

But do we really see all people as our

brothers and sisters? Do we genuinely

trive to help as many ofthem as possible

mth concrete acts of love?

Most of us consider our loved ones

as brothers and sisters. But when it comes
to the poorest of the poor living in places

like Darfiir, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, India

and Haiti, we often instead consider them
as statistics.

Although we sometimes feel sorry

for the 1 8,000 children who die each day
from hunger and disease, we don't really

hink of them as brothers and sisters.

i\fter all, would we allow a brother or

sister to go hungry or sick without doing

our best to help them?

And what about our enemies? Do
we consider terrorists our brothers and

sisters? Not likely. But then what do

we do with Jesus' command to love our

enemies and to do good to those who
persecute us? Tough question.

Maybe it's the fact that most of the

world's poor are so far away. Maybe
we are just too busy to give them
much thought.

Maybe we are too stingy. Maybe we
don't believe in foreign aid. Maybe we
hate terrorists and desire to do to them as

they want to do to us.

Whatever maybes we are holding

onto, we had better let them go. Our
peace of soul, as well as peace on earth,

depends largely on our willingness

to embrace all people as brothers and

sisters.

Even when they are doing evil, they

are still our brothers and sisters. And our

Father calls us to help them in every way
possible.

Very soon Congress will consider

legislation that will determine whether

millions of the world's poorest people

live with misery or dignity.

Please be a caring brother or sister

and quickly urge your two U.S. senators

and congressperson to flilly support the

Making a
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following federal budget requests by
Catholic Relief Services:

1) Increase funding to at least

$140 million for the McGovem-Dole
International Food for Education and

Child Nutrition Program and make
required fiinding for it a permanent part

of the farm bill.

2) In that same farm bill, place stricter

limits on commodity subsidies given

to large commercial farms and instead

greatly increase financial assistance to

small- and medium-size U.S. family

farmers who really need the help.

3) Increase funding to at least

$1.5 billion for Title II poverty-

reduction programs in the Agriculture

Appropriations bill.

4) Increase funding to at least $1.8

billion for the Millennium Challenge

Corporation. Fimding below this amount
will dangerously delay grant money to

very poor countries that have worked
hard to meet all U.S. requirements.

Beingjust and generous brothers and

sisters to the world's poor builds global

solidarity and lasting peace.

Pope says to

follow Christ, show

charity, solidarity

with suffering

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Charity

and solidarity with the suffering are

indispensable signs of truly following

Christ, Pope Benedict XVI said.

Citing the teaching of St. Gregory

Nazianzen on charity at his Aug. 22 weekly

general audience, the pope again appealed

for international assistance for the victims

of the Aug. 1 5 earthquake in Peru.

The pope returned briefly to the

Vatican from Castel Gandolfo for the

weekly audience and continued a talk

he began Aug. 8 about St. Gregory, the

fourth-century doctor of the church.

"Gregory reminds us that as human
persons, we must be in solidarity with

each other," said the pope.

St. Gregory also emphasized the

importance and necessity of prayer, the

pope said.

Pope Benedict said that in prayer

"we allow our masks to drop" and present

ourselves honestly to God as an offering

to be purified and transformed.

Here is the Vatican text ofPope Benedict

XVI s remarks in English.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In our catechesis on the teachers of

the ancient church, we now continue our

reflection on St. Gregory Nazianzen.

Gregory considered it his mission to

employ his learning and literary talent

in the service of the Gospel. Inclined to

study and prayer, he nonetheless took

part in the many confroversies which

followed the Council ofNicaea.

Gregory forcefully defended the

church's faith in one God in three equal

and distinct persons. He upheld the full

humanity of the incarnate Son, arguing

that Christ took on our human nature in its

integrity, including a rational soul, in order

to bring us the fullness of redemption.

He likewise defended Mary's dignity

as the mother of God, her purity and her

intercessory power.

Gregory often sfresses our Christian

responsibility to imitate God's goodness

and love through charity and solidarity

with others, especially the sick and those

in need. He also speaks eloquently of

the importance of prayer, in which we
see everything in the light of Christ, are

immersed in God's truth and inflamed by

his love.

The life and teaching of St.

Gregory are a celebration of the divine

love which is revealed in Christ. Let

us open our hearts to this love, which

overcomes our weakness and gives

lasting joy and happiness to our lives.
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TO KNOW
JESUS eHRIST

SPECIAI, EVENTS FOR STUDENTS KT2

DIOCESE OF CHAREOTTE
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

SATURDAY— SEPTEMBER 22

CHARLOTTE CONVENTION CENTER

Dear First Communicants,

I would like you to help me honor Jesus in a very special way at our diocesan

Eucharistic Congress on Saturday September 22, 2007 in Charlotte, i am inviting

all of our First Holy Communicants to walk with me and our Blessed Lord from

St. Peter's Church to the Charlotte Convention Center I ask you to wear the

same clothes you wore for your First Holy Communion.

I will be carrying the Blessed Sacrament in the Monstrance, and you will be in the

Procession in front ofmepropping rose petals to honor our Lord. Your parents will

walk along the sides of the streets where they can watch you. When we reach the

Convention Center your parents will take you to your seats as all the banners of our

parishes are brought in for the celebration. We will then have a Holy Hour ofprayers

with Jesus at the Convention Center.

After the Holy Hour, a full day ofprograms,

music and the Celebration of the Holy Mass

is planned. Please visit the Eucharistic

Congress website at www.GoEucharist.com

for more information.

In Christ,

The Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis

Bishop of Charlotte

New this year: Children cannot be admitted to any children's

track programs at the Convention Center without online

pre-registration.

NO REGISTRATION WILL BE AVAILABLE
AT THE CONGRESS.

Children's Tracks
Grades K-2
"To Know Jesus Christ in Grade Scliool"

* Age-appropriate instruction and activities

* Eucharistic Adoration

* Luncti provided

Grades 2-5

"To Know Jesus Christ in Grade School"

* Age-appropriate instruction and activities

* Eucharistic Adoration

* Lunch provided

Middle School Track
Grades 6-8

"To Know Jesus Christ in Middle School"

* Age-appropriate instruction and activities

* Eucharistic Adoration

* Lunch provided

High School Track
"To Know Jesus Christ in High School"

* Fr. Leo Patalinghug, "In the beginning - a vocation story"

* Eucharistic Adoration

* Lunch provided

Schedule
8am-10am: Check-in — Children may NOT be dropped off at this time

9am-11am: Eucharistic Procession and Holy Hour - (Children must remain

with parent/guardian)

11am: Drop-off children

11 :30am-3:30pm: Track sessions

3:30pm: Track sessions end - All children and teens picked up

SPACE IS LIMITED so register NOW!

PRE-REGISTER NOW ONLINE ONLY for all tracks at

www.GoEucharlst.com.
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Protecting

God's children

Diocese found in

compliance with U.S.

bishops charter

BY DAVID MAINS
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

CHARLOTTE — The
Diocese of Charlotte was found

to be in compliance with the

'Charter for the Protection of

Children and Young People"

during a recent audit.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis

received the official notification

ofthe compliance in late August

fi-om the Massachusetts-based

Gavin Group, which conducts

the audits of dioceses around

the country.

The audit examined
compliance to the 17-point

charter of abuse response and

child protection standards

approved by the U.S. bishops in

2002. The charter was updated

in 2005.

Audits of 195 Catholic

dioceses and Eastern-rite

See AUDIT, page 6
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Perspectives

A revealing look at those in

unsafe working conditions;

Mother Teresa's birthday;

the secret to a sane life

I
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A resting place for resurrection

Photo bv Kevin E. Murray

Knights of Columbus surround a crucifix as Bishop Peter J, Jugis blesses the new Catholic cemetery in Salisbury

Sept. 1. Assisting are Father John Putnam, pastor of Sacred Heart Church in Salisbury, and Deacon James Mazur,

permanent deacon. The cemetery is located on the future site of Sacred Heart Church.

Creating an inclusive church
Parish groups work to welcome Hispanics

Courtesy Photo

Jesuit Father Bill Ameche stands with a few of the 1 50 people who attended the

first Spanish-language Mass at St. Barnabas Church in Arden Aug. 1 2.

byJOANITA
M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

WESTERN NORTH
CAROLINA— At St. Eugene

Church in Asheville, it's

the Latino Advocacy Group
(LAG); at St. Barnabas Church

in Arden, it's the Hispanic

Ministry Committee (KMC).
Whatever the name, these

groups and their parishes ara

responding to the needs of

Hispanic immigrants coming to

their areas.

"The Latino Advisory
Group helps the larger English-

speaking community be more

aware of the Hispanics and

how to help out," said Jesuit

Father Bill Ameche, who
works with Hispanics in the

Asheville Vicariate.

The LAG and HMC have

Hispanic members, but most

committee members are Anglos.

"The dominant culture

has to have the welcoming

See OUTREACH, page 9

Bishop jugis blesses

new Catholic cemetery

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

SALISBURY—AKnights
of Columbus color guard led

the procession up the grassy

hill, where a crowd stood

silently, reverently, around a

giant wooden crucifix.

It was here that Bishop

Peter J. Jugis blessed with holy

water the Diocese ofCharlotte's

new Catholic cemetery in

Salisbury Sept. 1.

"It is beautifiil that we are

gathered here on this mountain.

In Isaiah Chapter 25, we learn

that on the mountain the Lord

will destroy the veil that veils

all people ... he will destroy

death forever and open up for

us eternal life," said Bishop

Jugis to those gathered.

"We have a reflection of

that here, on this mountain, this

hill, here in Salisbury," he said.

See CEMETERY, page 5

Funding the

future

Foundation grants assist

students, Hispanics

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

WINSTON-SALEM
— Students at St. Leo the

Great School and Hispanics

throughout the Winston-Salem

Vicariate will soon have better

opportunities for learning and

expanding their Catholic faith,

thanks to grants from the

Foundation for the Roman

See GRANTS, page 7
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Vocations

Pnests, seminarians, youths

meet, discuss vocations

I
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Culture Watch

New book on Father Judge;

Talbot celebrates 50 albums

I
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Youths in Action

Youths explore faith;

back'tO'School photos

I
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

'MONSIGNOR' MARTINELLI

CNS PHOTO BY Douglas Kaup, Pittsburgh Catholic

Joseph Martinelli stands with his pastor, Father James Kunl<el, after morning Mass in early August at St.

Colman Church in Turtle Creek, Pa. Martinelli, at 95, is still active in his parish, with duties that include

overseeing the parish's money counters on Sunday mornings and helping with the parish festival.

Active 95-year-old is listed

as pastoral assistant in

parish bulletin
PITTSBURGH (CNS)— At age 95,

Josepli Martinelli is a regular at daily

Mass at St. Colman Church in Turtle

Creek.

In the parish bulletin he's listed

as pastoral assistant, just hinting at the

many roles he fills.

"He's been active for many decades,"

said Father James Kunkel, pastor. "He
serves liturgically as an extraordinary

minister of holy Communion and reader,

he takes Communion to the sick, does the

prayers at funeral homes and goes to the

cemetery."

Martinelli also oversees the parish's

money counters on Sunday mornings and

helps with the parish festival.

"He's very holy, spiritual and
dedicated to the church. He's willing

to help," Father Kunkel said. "We call

him 'the monsignor.' He looks like an

Italian monsignor."

Martinelli's extensive church
involvement is nothing new. It started

the day he retired after 42 years as an

electrical instrument calibrator. That day,

his pastor told him he had something

for him to do, and the work hasn't

stopped since.

Small in stature and agile, Martinelli

is still able to genuflect and care for his

own garden.

He was playing golf twice a week
until a year ago when the people he

played with got sick, as he put it.

And, after 12 years, he recently

stopped delivering for Meals on Wheels,

concerned about driving the winding,

challenging roads of the area.

Martinelli came to the United States

when he was 9 with his parents from

the Abruzzi region of Italy. He earned

his electrical engineering and political

science degrees from the University of

Pittsburgh by going to night school.

"I was blessed with good parents,"

he said.

It was after he married his wife,

Sophia, that he became really involved

in church life at St. Colman. And as the

father of four girls, he said he wanted to

set a good example for them.

Though Sophia died 23 years ago, he

talks of her often.

"She's guided me a lot," he
said. "She came from a very good
Catholic family."

It was that influence, he said, that

made a genuine impression on him.

As for his lifetime of work with

the church, he said, "It's pretty hard to

describe. It seems to be the proper thing

to do. I've enjoyed 95 years of my life,

and I want to give something back."

CHA president chosen most powerful

figure in U.S. health care
WASHINGTON (CNS) — More

powerful than bodybuilder-turned-

govemor Arnold Schwarzenegger? It's

true if you're Sister Carol Keehan.

The issue isn't about who can lift the

greatest weight in the gym. It's about who's

got more muscle in the health care arena.

Sister Keehan, a Daughter ofCharity

who is president and CEO ofthe Catholic

Health Association, the trade group for

Catholic hospitals, finished first in the

sixth annual reader poll conducted by
Modem Healthcare magazine of the 100

most powerful people in health care.

California Gov. Schwarzenegger,

finished third. Mitt Romney, Republican

presidential candidate and former
Massachusetts governor, was second.

Sister Keehan topped all comers,

including presidents, presidential

candidates, congressional movers
and shakers, federal officials, hospital

executives, educators and public policy

vanguards in the survey, which was
published Aug. 27.

Diocesan
planner

ASHEViLLE VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE — Immaculate
Conception Church, 208 7th Ave. West., will

host a five-day mission Sept. 15-19 at 7 p.m.

Deacon Norm Carroll will speak on "Accepting

the Spirit of Vatican II. " Other mission topics

include the Bible, conscience, personal freedom

and calling to greatness. We explore these

topics in a deeply spiritual setting where at its

conclusion you will be closer to Jesus and his

church. For more information, call the faith

formation office at (828) 697-7420.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Peter Church, 507

S. Tryon St., wiU host "Men s Spirituality " the

second and fourth Tuesday of each month at

12 p.m. The hour-long meetings will include

silence, prayer and faith sharing. The reading for

Sept. 11 is Luke 14:1, 7-14; and Chapter 3: The

Gospel ofthe Kingdom ofGod (Pope Benedict's

"Jesus ofNazareth"). The reading for Sept. 25 is

Luke 16:19-31; and Chapter 4: The Sermon on

the Mount. For more information, call Michael

LaVecchia at (704) 363-7729 or Kevin Bezner at

(704) 907-3875 or e-mail mjl@seafoods.com.

CHARLOTTE — St. Thomas Church,
1400 Suther Rd., will present "The Acts of
the Apostles" Wednesdays, 10-11:30 a.m.,

Sept. 1 2-Nov. 1 4. This study program will include

individual study, small-group discussions

and taped lectures. For registration and more

information, call Mary at (704) 948-8285 or

Angela at (704) 400-8517.

CHARLOTTE — St. Ann Church, 3635
Park Rd., will continue its three-part adult

educational series entitled "Worshipping with

She was ranked 26th in the 2006
survey. Sister Keehan had just assumed
the CHA presidency the previous
November.

In profiling Sister Keehan, the

magazine said she "has somehowmanaged
to connect with all the disparate interest

groups without alienating any ofthem."

But being the most powerful doesn't

get you everything.

"Quite frankly, I think we won't have

health care reform worthy of this country

until the American people demand it,'

Sister Keehan told the magazine.

Sister Keehan, 63, is the first

woman to have ever topped the Modem
Healthcare list, as well as the first former

bedside nurse and the first former hospital

CEO to make it to No. 1.

Over the past year, the CHA, under

her leadership, has stumped for renewal

of the State Children's Health Insurance

Program, lobbied for greater access to

health care for all, and advocated for the

continued tax-exempt status of hospitals

the Church" Sept. 12 and 19. Classes will meet

7-9 p.m. in the Allen Center cafeteria and will

focus on deepening and enriching our experience

of Catholic worship. For details, call the church

office at (704) 523-4641, ext 221.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015.

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host a Christian

CoffeehouseSept. 15,7:30-9:30p.m. in the Banquet

Room of the New Life Center. Suigle and married

adults are invited for an evening of contemporary

Christian music, food and fellowship. For more
information, call Kathy Bartlett at (704) 400-2213

or e-mail kschwabent@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE — The Refugee Resettlement

Office of Catholic Social Services will host a

second Refugee Forum Sept. 17 at 7 p.m. at the

Levine Jewish Community Center in Shalom Park,

5007 Providence Rd. This event will focus on the

work of resettlement agencies, how they operate

and explain specific volunteer opportunities.

Also, business owners and managers who have

hired refugees will speak about the positive

influence they bring to their workforce. Refiigee

Resettlement Office employment specialists will

be on hand to answer'questions. At 8:15 p.m., a

live interview with Ishmael Beah, audior of the

New York Times bestseller "A Long Way Gone:

Memoirs of a Boy Soldier," detailing his childhood

experiences fighting a civil war in Sierra Leone, will

be broadcast via satellite. For more information,

call Mary Jane Bruton at (704) 370-3283 or e-mail

mjbruton@charlottediocese.org

CHARLOTTE— Deepen your faith this fall with

"Lunchtime Spirituality" at St. Peter Church,

12-12:45 p.m., in the Annex, 507 S. Tryon St.

Bring your lunch, listen to a talk on spirituality and

participate in a short prayer session— a great way
to renew during the workweek and to prepare for

Advent and Christmas. The topic for Sept. 20 will

be St. Bernard of Clairvaux's "On Conversion."

For more information, call the office at

(704) 332-2901.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope condemns arson attacks, says

people must care for creation

During visit to Austria, pope
expected to strengthen faith's impact

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— God gave

people the duty to take care of the earth,

but they "often abuse creation and do not

exercise" their responsibiUty to be stewards

ofnature. Pope Benedict XVI said.

Citing the teaching of St. Gregory

of Nyssa at his Aug. 29 weekly general

audience, the pope condemned as

criminal the suspected arson attacks that

have hit parts of Europe.

Highlighting his concern for the

recent "serious calamities" of flooding

in Asia and "disastrous fires in Greece,

Italy and other European nations," the

pope said it was impossible "to not be

troubled by the irresponsible behavior of

those who put people's safety at risk and

destroy the environmental heritage — a

precious asset for all of humanity."

"I join those who rightly stigmatize

such acts (as) criminal and invite

everyone to pray for the victims of these

tragedies," he said.

Greece was the hardest hit by

CHARLOTTE — "God Loves Us into Creation:

A Retreat for Young Adults (ages 18-40) " will

be held at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St.,

Sept. 29, 8:30 a.ni.-12 p.m. in Biss Hall (below

the church). Please join us for a morning of prayer

and reflection focusing on God's love. We will

close our retreat together with a celebration of the

Mass at 11 :30 a.m. Parking is free in The Green

parking garage next to the Church. To register

call Kelly Payne at (704) 661-3302 or e-mail

kelleepain@aol.com.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

HIGH POINT — Free Italian Classes will be

offered at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,

4145 Johnson St., Wednesdays, Sept. 5-Nov. 7,

7-8 p.m. All class materials are famished. For

more information, e-mail Gianfranco Vettcr at

gvettor@yahoo.com or call Larry Kwan at

(336) 688-1220 or e-mail hlkwan@lexcominc.net.

GREENSBORO — Father Daniel Mahan, a

mission priest, will preach at St. Pius X Church,

2210 North Elm St., Sept. 8-11. Father Mahan
will preach at the 5 p.m. Mass Sept. 8 and at the 9

a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Masses Sept. 9, and at 7 p.m.

Sept. 10-11. The topic will be "CatholicStewardship

as a Way of Life. " For more information, call the

church office at (336) 272-468 1

.

HIGH POINT — Free Spanish Classes will be

offered at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,

4145 Johnson St., Thursdays, Sept. 13-Oct.

Nov. 1, 7-8:30 p.m. All class materials are

furnished. For more information, call Nancy Skee

at (336) 884-0522 or e-mail nsskee@hotmail.com

or call Larry Kwan at (336) 688-1220 or e-mail

hlkwan@lexcominc.net.

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council of
Catholic Women will start its 2007-08 fiscal year

with a luncheon Sept. 26 at Cardinal Country

Club. A social hour 11:30 a.m.-12 p.m., lunch

1 2-2 p.m. Speaker will be Laurie Thore, marketing

director for the Greensboro Parks and Recreation

Department. For more information, contact

Carmen Wood at (336) 545-9266.

CNS PHOTO BY John Kolesidis, Reuters

Smoke and flames from a forest fire are seen

behind the houses of a village south of Athens,

Greece, Aug. 26.

wildfires that began Aug. 24 and killed at

least 64 people. The government suspects

many of this year's blazes were started

by arsonists because the number ofmajor

forest fires throughout Greece more than

doubled fi-om last year.

HICKORY VICARIATE
MORGANTON — Dr. Ronda Chervin
will present "Spirituality of the Emotions

II: Personality, Character and Emotions"
Thursdays at 7 p.m. beginning Sept. 13 at

St. Charles Borromeo Church, 728 West Union

St. This will be teachings, group shciring and

prayer with the goal of allowing God to bring

us healing £md improvement in dealing with

negative emotions. For some, this will be a

follow-up to the summer sessions but anyone

can join at any time. For more information, call

Dr. Chervin at (828) 413-4624 or the church

office at (828) 437-3108.

SAUSBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE — Jesuit Father Joseph

Kappes, parochial vicar at St. Therese Church,

217 Brawley School Rd., will celebrate 50 years

as a Jesuit with a Mass of Thanksgiving, Sept. 9

at 12 p.m. For more information, call the church

office at (704) 664-3992.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — A course on Natural

Family Planning will meet Sept. 16, Oct.

21 and Nov. 18, 1:30-3:30 p.m. at St. Leo
the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave. The
Sympto-Thermal Method of NFP is safe and

medically proven 99.9% effective. Couples with

marginal fertility will also benefit from working

with their natural mutual fertility instead of

against it. Call Todd and Stephanie Brown at

(336) 765-2909 for more information.

Is your parish sponsoring a free event

open to the general public? Deadline

for all submissions for the Diocesan

Planner is 15 days prior to desired

publication date. Submit in writing to

kaevans@charlottedioce$e.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Sept. 8 — 5 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Basilica of St. Lawrence, Asheville

Sept. 11 — 11 a.m.

Presbyteral Council meeting

Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

Sept. 12— 6:30 p.m.

IVIACS Ed. Foundation Circle of Celebration

Charlotte

Sept. 15— 4 p.m.

50th Anniversary Jubilee Mass

St. Gabriel Church, Charlotte

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
Benedict XVI makes his first papal visit

to Austria in early September, a three-

day mission to strengthen the faith and

its public impact in one of Europe's

traditionally Catholic countries.

The visit Sept. 7-9 will focus on the

850th anniversary ofthe Marian sanctuary

at Mariazell, which has long been a

spiritual beacon for Central Europe.

In keeping with the theme of the

visit, "Look to Christ," the pope is

expected to emphasize Mary's role as a

gateway to faith in Jesus and as a model

of the church as mother.

The rest of the pope's schedule is

designed to spotlight the importance of

the Christian faith in Austrian history, the

church's recent signs of parish vitality,

and its presence in social debates and

works of charity.

Among Austrian church leaders, the

hope is that the papal visit will mark a

new and positive chapter afl;er a troubled

period. Over the last 10 years the nimiber

of Austrian Catholics declined by 6

percent, partly as a result of a seminary

sex scandal and a bishop's resignation,

as well as new tensions between lay

Catholics and the hierarchy.

The trip, the pope's seventh
foreign journey, will take him back to a

country where he frequently visited and

vacationed before his election in 2005.

Cardinal Christoph Schonbom ofVierma

said Austrians sense that the German

pope loves their country and they have

shown a positive and growing interest in

the substance of his visit.

Essentially, he said, Pope Benedict

is coming "to demonstrate how beautifiil

it is to follow Christ" and to encourage

Christians to "live their faith in daily life."

These two fundamental objectives are

in perfect sync with the pope's back-to-

basics approach to his papal ministry. In

the pope's view, confronting secularization

in Austria or elsewhere requires a double

strategy: helping Catholics to reinforce

their own faith and inviting them to make
it count in society.

After arriving in Vierma, the pope

will begin his public program in the city's

historic Am Hof Square. In keeping with

the Marian focus of the visit, he will pray

before the baroque Column of Our Lady
that stands in the center of the square.

Then the pope will stop at the

Holocaust memorial in Vienna's
"Judenplatz," or Jews Square, where
he was expected to briefly greet

Jewish leaders. Most of the country's

approximately 200,000 Jews left Austria

after it was annexed by Nazi Germany in

1938, and many of those who remained

were killed in Nazi death camps.

The highlight of the trip is the papal

Mass in Mariazell Sept. 8, the feast

marking the birth of Mary. Some 40,000

Catholics have reserved fransportation

to the liturgy, which will be celebrated

outside the shrine's basilica.

Candles for Katrina

CNS PHOTO BY Lee Celano, Reuters

A man holds a candle in front of the St. Louis Cathedral during a candlelight vigil in New

Orleans to mark the second anniversary ofHurricane Katrina Aug. 29. With a thunderstorm

providing eerie sound effects. Archbishop Alfred C. Hughes ofNew Orleans told the hundreds

gathered at the vigil to persevere in theirfaith despite the pitfalls ofapainfully slow recovery.

Explaining that "hurricane" is a West Indies word for "divine wind" and Katrina means

"cleansing, " Archbishop Hughes told them that they have a responsibility to remain hopeful

that Godwin deliver themfrom the worst natural disaster in U.S. history.

"On the second anniversary ofKatrina, can wepray that the divine wind ofthe Holy Spirit may

cleanse us ofwhat was not right in the oldNew Orleans, that we might know new life in a new

New Orleans, " Archbishop Hughes said.

ATTENTION READERS

The Catholic News & Herald is back on its regular, weekly publishing schedule.
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PRAYERS AND BURGERS

Courtesy Photo

Father Rick DeClue talks with seminarians Jason Barone and Matthew Codd during an annual cookout and

social for priests and seminarians at Bishop Peter J. Jugis' residence in Charlotte Aug. 6.

Priests, seminarians gather for annual cookout

CHARLOTTE — Bishop Peter

J. Jugis recently hosted a cookout and

social for priests and seminarians of the

Diocese of Charlotte.

The gathering was held at Bishop

Jugis' residence in Charlotte Aug. 6.

Approximately 50 priests gathered with

most of the diocese's 17 seminarians

from four seminaries throughout the

country, including two new seminarians

— Brian Kaup of Brevard and Josh

Bradford of Charlotte.

The annual event began in 2005,

when the diocesan Presbyteral Coimcil

suggested a get-together to allow priests

and seminarians of the diocese to get to

know each other.

Afterpraying evening prayer together

at St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte,

the priests and seminarians went to

Bishop Jugis' residence for hot dogs

and hamburgers, cooked by Knights

of Columbus from St. Mark Church
in Huntersville.

DAY OF DISCERNMENT

Courtesy Photo

Diocesan priests are pictured with college, high school and middle school students from around the diocese

during the annual vocations day of discernment, held at St. Dorothy Church in Lincolnton Aug. 10.

Students explore vocation

possibilities at annual event
LINCOLNTON— Male college, high

school and middle school students from

around the diocese recently gathered for

the annual vocations day of discernment.

Diocesan priests gathered with

approximately 50 students for the

daylong event, held at St. Dorothy
Church in Lincolnton Aug. 10. .

The event provided a chance for the

students to discern what God is asking of

their lives and to explore their possible

callings to the priesthood.

In addition to attending Mass,
the students spent the day in prayer,

eucharistic adoration and talks with

priests and seminarians on discerning a

call to the priesthood.

The day also included sports and

games led by Chris Beal, youth ministry

director at Sacred Heart Church in

Salisbury, as well as a panel discussion

with a question-and-answer session about

life in the priesthood and seminary.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information about vocations to

the priesthood, contact Father Christopher

Gober, vocations director for the Diocese

of Charlotte, at (704) 370-3353.

High and holy notes
Sacred choral music to open 2007 Eucharistic Congress

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE—A choir ofheavenly

voices will soon be heard rejoicing.

A collection of sacred choral music

will kick off the upcoming Eucharistic

Congress on Friday night, Sept. 21. The
congress, free and open to the public,

will be held at the Charlotte Convention

Center Sept. 21-22.

"The concert will feature a cross-

section of choral music— from English,

French and American composers
— including Gregorian chant," said

Dr. Larry Stratemeyer, director of music

at St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte.

This year's performance will include

selections by Martin Shaw, Franz
Biebl, John Ferguson, Henry Purcell,

Gabriel Faure, Andre Thomas, C. Villiers

Stanford and Mozart.

"Mozart's Mass is a concise
work, with beautifiil melodies — it's a

wonderful piece for such a large choir to

perform," said Stratemeyer. "The other

pieces in the program fit that description

as well."

Stratemeyer and Tiffany Gallozzi^

music director at St. Barnabas Church in

Arden, have prepared the choir, comprised

of nearly 120 parishioners fi-om churches

around the Diocese of Charlotte.

"This is a great opportunity for

individuals to perform as part of a large

choir," said Stratemeyer. "Members of

small parishes, especially those in rural

areas, don't always get to sing with

a choir."

Stratemeyer said the audience will

be invited to join the choir in singing

"Praise My Soul the King of Heaven"
arranged by John Ferguson.

The free hour-long concert is

"an opportunity to experience live

choral music, which is a treat," said

Stratemeyer.

The Eucharistic Congress will be "a^

time of celebration, adoration and teaching

centered on the mystery of the Eucharist,"

according to Bishop Peter J. Jugis.

In addition to sacred music, Friday

evening will feature eucharistic adoration

and a taUc by Franciscan Father Benedict

Groeschel entitled "What the Presence of

Christ Means in Your Life."

Saturday's events will begin at 9

a.m. with a eucharistic procession from

St. Peter Church in Charlotte to the

convention center. The procession will

feature choirs, Catholic organizations,

youth groups and parishioners fi-om all

92 parishes and missions in the diocese.

The congress will feature seminars,

speakers and activities for adults, children

and youths, and conclude with a Mass
Saturday afternoon.

WANT MORE INFO?

The sacred choral music concert starts

at 7 p.m. in the Charlotte Convention

Center's Main Ballroom. For more

information on the congress, visit

www.goeucharist.com.

VERY FEW SPACES LEFT
CALL TODAY!

WALK WHERE JESUS WALKED ON

DIOCESAN-SPONSORED PILGRIMAGE TO

THEHOLYLAND
November 6-15

with Fr. James Hawker, Diocesan Vicar

ofEducation and Pastor, St. Luke Church

Deepen your understanding of our Catholic faith

and watch the pages of the Bible come alive as

you experience daily IVIass at many of the

historical sites of our^ith.

Highlights include:

- Tltjerias, Mt. Catmel, Sea of Galilee area

- Mt. Tabor, Cana, Nazareth - Jesus' trayhood area

- Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, River Jordan

- Jerusalem area: Mount of Olives, Garden of

Gethsemane, Via Dolorosa, Lord's Tomb at Church of

the Holy Sepulchre, Mount Zion, Upper Room, Domiition

Abbey, Wailing Wall

- Dead Sea (excavations and scrolls), Masada, Holocaust

memorial

- Bethlehem's historic sites - PLUS much more!

* Price: Only $2,499 from Charlotte includes airfare, most meals, first class hotels

and all tours. Airport taxes/fees, tips and insurance are extra.

Call Cindi Feerick at 704/370-3332 for a brochure with complete details

or Pentecost Tours 800/713-9800 for registration.

1
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Bishop Jugis blesses new

Catholic cemetery
CEMETERY, from page 1

Bishop Jugis called the cemetery

a sacred place, "because it will hold

our bodies that are the temples of the

Holy Spirit."

"When we make the passover from

this world to the next life, we want to make
sure we are uniting ourselves with Jesus

and living in communion with Jesus,"

said Bishop Jugis. "Uniting ourselves

with Jesus means . . . those who go to their

deaths believing in him will also be united

with him in the resurrection."

"May we always respect and honor

this place, those who rest here and

ourselves, as we wait in hope for the

glory of the resurrection," he said.

A growing demand

Located on Jake Alexander
Boulevard at the site of the future Sacred

Heart Church, the new cemetery is the

sixth Catholic cemetery in the 46-county

Diocese of Charlotte. It is only one

of two, however, currently available

for burial of the laity from any of the

diocese's 92 parishes and missions.

The Salisbury cemetery has 660 plots

already designated, with room to expand

to accommodate more. Future cemetery

plans also include lawn crypts, a chapel,

a mausoleum, an area designated for

priests and a memorial wall for children.

Four Catholics are already buried in

the cemetery. Paul Mendez, 1 9, a former

altar server at Sacred Heart Church who
died of cancer in May, was the first to be

buried on the property.

"He grew up here. He was a very

active and well-known parishioner, as

big a part of the parish as anyone," said

Derron Dulkoski, chairman of the parish

cemetery committee.

"When he passed, we agreed he should

be the first to be buried here and we worked

to make it happen," said Dulkoski.

The four graves are located around

the 17-foot-tall wooden crucifix, which

features a six-foot tall corpus of Jesus,

carved by Eric Lawlor, a lifelong

parishioner of Sacred Heart Church.

For the wood, Lawlor chose Eastern

red cedar gathered from the church's

original property on Old Mocksville Road.

"The crucifix is fremendous — it

really makes it feel like a Catholic

cemetery," said Dulkoski. "The fact that

Eric is a parishioner makes it mean that

much more."

"To stand in the middle of the

cemetery, it stands as a symbol of God's

love, who laid down his life for us,"

said Bishop Jugis. "It watches over the

bodies and keeps them safe until the day

of resurrection."

The cemetery is one component
of Sacred Heart Church's master plan

to relocate to the new property. Parish

growth is necessitating the move of the

church and its school, and Father John

Putnam, pastor, felt it was important to

include the cemetery in the master plan.

"In planning for the new parish site, a

parish cemetery was consistently requested

by parishioners," said Father Putnam.

"With the maj or influx ofCatholics to

our area— both transplants and converts

— the need for a new Catholic cemetery

is certainly here, both within our own
parish and beyond," said Dulkoski.

"The parish has a list of more than

100 people already interested in burial

here, and we'll soon be ready to sell

plots," said Dulkoski. "We're fortunate

to have enough land to do this. It's an

Celebrating 25 or 50 years

of marriage this year?

Ifyou were married during 1957 or 1982,

you and yourfamily are invited to the

Annual Diocesan Anniversary Mass
at

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
in Charlotte

Sunday, October 28— 2pm

Please note: To receive an invitation, you

must call your parish office to register.

Sponsored by the Family Life Office

of Catholic Social Services

CSS
CathoKc Social Services

Diocese of Charloue

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Kaiden Dulkoski, 2, explores the new Catholic cemetery in Salisbury Sept. 1

.

important part of our faith."

"In addition to the church building

itself, a Catholic cemetery is considered

a sacred place for Catholics where
the faithful departed await the final

resurrection," said Father Putnam. "For

Catholics, the cemetery is a place of

special devotion and prayer."

Burial over cremation

The cemetery helps answer the

request by Catholics for a final resting

place that is identifiably Catholic. Some
parishes had recently begun adding

columbaria for cremated remains, but

had not made any provisions for those

who desired burial of the body.

In 2006, the Diocese of Charlotte

implemented a moratorium on
constructing and expanding columbaria

and conducted a study on the use of

columbaria and cemeteries.

"The church prefers the burial of the

body of the deceased over the cremation

of the body," wrote Bishop Jugis in a

Sept. 8, 2006 column in The Catholic

News & Herald.

Bishop Jugis cited the Order of

Christian Funerals — the Vatican-

approved rite used for celebrating

Catholic funerals — which indicated

three reasons for the preference:

— Jesus willed to be buried;

— the body at the funeral rite

expresses in a natural way the manner
people had been accustomed to relate

to the person while he or she was alive,

namely through a human body;
— the body at the funeral rite

expresses Jesus' teaching regarding the

supernatural dignity and destiny of the

human body.

"These three reasons influence the

church's reverence for the sacredness of

the human body in death, and explain the

church's preference for the presence ofthe

body at the fiineral rites and burial of the

body over cremation," wrote the bishop.

The Order of Christian Funerals

presents cremation as an exception to

burial and allows Catholics to be cremated

"when extraordinary circumstances

make the cremation of a body the only

feasible choice."

In March 2007, the diocese issued its

new policy on cemeteries and columbaria,

which states parishes may offer at one

location a resting place for both the bodies

and the cremated remains ofthe deceased.

"We'll see if there is a demand for a

columbarium or mausoleum in our area,"

Dulkoski said.

The policy gives the diocese the

option to create Catholic sections in local

cemeteries and to receive or purchase land

for establishing a Catholic cemetery.

"With this policy, the diocese wishes

to respond in a comprehensive way to the

vision of canon 1240 to provide a resting

place for the remains of the faithful

departed," the policy states.

"The cemeteries hold the bodies of

the faithful departed, and they must be

treated with respect and reverence," said

Bishop Jugis.

"Hopefully, parishes elsewhere will

work to establish Catholic cemeteries in

other areas," he said.

Catholic cemeteries in the diocese

— Belmont Abbey, Belmont (for clergy and

religious)

— St. Benedict cemetery, Belmont (Abbey

property)

— St. Joseph Church, Mount Holly (not active)

— St. Helen Church, Spencer Mountain (for

St. Helen parishioners only)

— St. James the Greater Church, Concord

(active)

— Sacred Heart Church, Salisbury (active)
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Photos by Carole McGRom

Above: Father Wilbur Thomas, pastor of the Basilica of St. Lawrence in Asheville, enjoys Mexican music

and folk dancing with parishioners during a parish celebration of the feast of St. Lawrence Aug. 10.

Below: Parishioners enjoy a covered-dish dinner as part of the celebration.

Basilica celebrates patron

saint with Mass, social
BY CAROLE McGROTTY

CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE— Parishioners of the

Basilica of St. Lawrence in Asheville

recently gathered to celebrate their

parish's patron saint.

A bilingual Mass and dinner were

held to commemorate the saint's feast

day Aug. 10. The parish Family Life

Commission and Hispanic Pastoral

Committee organized the celebration,

which included a Mexican band and folk

dancers in the parish hall. When asked by the Roman prefect

St. Lawrence, one of the seven to bring forth the church's treasures,

deacons of the early Christian church, St. Lawrence brought forward the poor

was one of the victims of the persecution and told him that they were the church's

of Valerian in 258, along with Pope treasure. St. Lawrence was executed and

Sixtus II and other clergy. suffered a martyr's death Aug. 10.

Diocese found in compliance with

U.S. bishops' charter

AUDIT, from page 1

eparchies in the United States are

conducted on a regular basis. The
Diocese of Charlotte has been audited

four times since 2004.

Church employees and volunteers

throughout the 46-county diocese are

required to attend the diocesan sexual

abuse awareness training program.
Protecting God's Children, and are

subject to background checks.

Since 2003, more than 15,800

people have attended the training and

13,760 background checks have been

conducted.

WANT MORE INFO?
More information about the charter and

about reporting and preventing sexual

abuse can be found on the diocesan

Web site, www.charlottediocese.org.

c
C
C

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Holy Angels' CEO elected to board of

N.C. Center for Nonprofits
BELMONT — Regina Moody,

president and CEO of Holy Angels Inc.

in Belmont, has been elected to the

statewide board of directors of the North

Carolina Center for Nonprofits.

Holy Angels is a nonprofit
corporation providing programs and
services for children and adults with

mental retardation, some of whom
have physical disabilities and are

medically fragile.

Moody is president of the N.C.

Association of Residential Resources

and serves as a board member for the

Gaston County Chamber of Commerce,
Gaston Day School, Belmont Abbey
College and the FEMA Board. She is on

the advisory board for the University of

North Carolina at Charlotte's School of

Nursing at Gaston College.

Founded in 1990, the N.C. Center

for Nonprofits is a statewide coalition

of 1,550 nonprofit organizations in all

100 counties across North Carolina. It

serves as a network for nonprofit board

and staffmembers, an information center

on effective nonprofit organizational

Regina Moody

practices and an advocate for the nonprofit

sector as a whole.

Its mission is to serve, promote
and represent the nonprofit sector and

strengthen nonprofits' effectiveness as

they improve North Carolina's quality

of life.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information about Holy Angels,

visit www.holyangelsnc.org or call

(704) 825-4161.

ATTENTION READERS! HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?

Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people who

are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us.

Contact Staff Writer Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

You're Invited!

Room At The Inn's

Thirteenth Annual Fundraising Banquet

Charlotte Convention Center

Thursday, October 11, 20Q7

Featured Speaker

FOX News Channels

Judge

Andrew P. Napolitano

Judge Napolitano appears daily on The Big Story with

John Gibson, co-hosts FOXand Friends once a week and

is a regular on The O'Reilly Factor. A graduate of Notre Dame Law School, he is

informative, entertaining and absolutely pro-life!

J*

Registration/Reception, 5:30 pm— Seating for Dinner, 6:30 pm
Reservations are FREE, but required.

To make a reservation or to host a table of 8, contact Banquet Reservations at

(704) 525-4673, ext. 10 or iroomattheinn@carolina.rr.com by September 17th.

Room At The Inn, Inc. is a Catholic maternity and after-care program for pregnant

mothers in Charlotte, N.C. Please visit our website, www.rati.org, for more information

on oiu pro-life programs.
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Foundation grants assist

students, Hispanics

GRANTS, from page 1

Catholic Diocese of Charlotte.

Jim Kelley, director of diocesan

development, presented two checks— one

to Father Brian Cook, pastor of St. Leo

the Great Church in Winston-Salem, and

to Georgette Schraeder, principal of St.

Leo the Great School; and one to Pedro

Trinidad, coordinator for the Winston-

Salem Vicariate Hispanic ministry, during

Mass at St. Leo the Great Church in

Winston-Salem Aug. 26.

Listen and learn

At St. Leo the Great School, a

grant for $4,000 will be used to install

an Audio Enhancement infrared sound

system in the first-, second-, third- and

fourth-grade classrooms.

With the system, the teacher wears

a wireless microphone, which transmits

her voice to a receiver mounted on

the classroom's ceiling and evenly

distributes her voice throughout the

room. The students sitting in the back of

the room hear at the same volume as their

classmates in the front row.

Although the system is designed

to help the 15 percent of students who
have hearing or speech impairments,

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

or other learning impairments, Schraeder

said research shows that all students can

benefit from the system.

"We're excited to have this system

ABOUT THE FOUNDATION:

The diocesan foundation provides

endowments for the Diocese of

Charlotte and its parishes, agencies and

organizations. Over the past 11 years,

more than $2 million has been distributed

by the foundation to parishes, schools .

and agencies.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the diocesan

foundation and endowments, call Jim

Kelley at (704) 370-3301 or e-mail

jkkelley@charlottediocese.org.

— it will 'level the playing field'

for our students who have learning

impairments," she said.

The system will be installed later

this fall, and Schraeder said she will

track the students' test results to measure

the system's effectiveness.

St. Leo the Great School will be the

only school in Winston-Salem using the

Audio Enhancement system. Immaculate

Heart of Mary School in High Point also

uses the system.

"This is the latest in a series ofgrants

we have been fortunate to receive from

the foundation," said Father Cook.

"In addition to the audio system,

we have also been able to provide

continuing education for our teachers

and an innovative summer reading

program for our students who need extra

help in that area," he said.

"We are gratefixl to the foundation

for the opportunities to enhance our

teachers' continuing education and
special consideration for students," said

Father Cook.

^Por que ser catolico?

Kelley also presented a $1,500

check to Trinidad for the Winston-

Salem Vicariate Hispanic ministry. The
fiinds will be used to purchase reading

materials and supplies for the Spanish-

language version of the Why Catholic?

program, ^Por que ser catolico?

Why Catholic? is a program
that fosters spiritual renewal and
evangelization through parish-based

small Christian communities.

"The Why Catholic? program has

proven itselftobe an invaluable catechetical

tool for baptized Catholics who want some
'updating' in their faith, as well as for those

people considering joining the Catholic

Church," said Father Cook.

"The funding provided by the

foundation is a tremendous gift to

Hispanics in the diocese," he said.

Participants meet for six weeks at a

time, twice a year for four years. Each

year, an aspect ofCatholic life is explored

in small Christian communities.

The Hispanic program in the Winston-

Salem Vicariate began meeting during

Advent in 2006. The next session will

begin meeting during Advent this year.

Experiencing difficulties in your marriage?

A Lifeline for Marriage

September 12 - 14 in Raleigh

Come for a weekend to rediscover your spouse under the

ministry of Retrouvaille, (pronounced "retro-vi").

Designed to provide tools for difficult times, this weekend

will help married couples examine their lives in new,

positive, ways.

Retrouvaille has helped many thousands of couples

experiencing everything from disillusionment to

deep misery.

For confidential info or to register: 336-297-0595 or retrouvaille(S)msn.com.

Visit our Web site: www.retrouvaille.org.

Trinidad said that about 60 Hispanics

from three churches — St. Benedict

the Moor Church in Winston-Salem,

Good Shepherd Mission in King and

Holy Cross Church in Kernersville

— currently gather in small faith-sharing

groups, to explore their Catholic faith.

"We hope the foundation will

continue to support this valuable

program," Trinidad said.

"Over the last several years, the

foundation has awarded 150 grants to

parishes, schools and agencies in the

Diocese of Charlotte," said Kelley.

"Through these grants, we are helping

those recipients to accomplish their life-

changing work."

The Foundation for the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Charlotte has more

than 155 endowments, all but four of

which have been established for specific

parishes, schools and agencies. The four

general endowments provide income to

fimd grants such as those presented at St.

Leo the Great Church.

Courtesy Photo

Jim Kelley (left), director of diocesan development,

stands outside St. Leo the Great Church in Winston-

Salem Aug. 26 with Father Brian Cook, pastor;

Principal Georgette Schraeder of St. Leo the

Great School; and Pedro Trinidad, Winston-Salem

Vicariate Hispanic ministry coordinator.

The Foundation for the Roman
distributed $69,500 among 31

St. Francis Springs Prayer Center,

Stoneviiie

Scholarships for the Justice & Peace

Weekend Experience: $1 ,000

Sacred Heart Church, Brevard

Youth leadership training: $2,000

CSS Office of Economic Opportunity

Far West Families First Program: $2,000

International Friendship Center

Hispanic newsletter printing; $2,500

Catholic Hispanic Ministry-

Smoky Mountain Vicariate

Hispanic Ministry in the Smoky Mountain

Vicariate: $1,500

CSS Latino Family Center, High Point

Academic and socio-cultural camp: $2,000

CSS Host Homes, Winston-Salem

Children and teen outreach: $2,000

New Creation Monastery, Charlotte

Facilitate a clergy association: $500

St. Joseph Church, Kannapolis

Pre-school for low income non-English

speaking children: $4,000

St. Leo the Great School, Winston-Salem

Student Learning Support Services: $4,000

Spirit of Assisi Center, Winston-Salem

Outreach Programs $4,000

Charlotte Catholic High School

Research lab for faculty students: $4,000

St. Andrew the Apostle Church, Mars Hill

Cross-cultural outreach: $5,000

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Charlotte

Hispanic ministry: $1 ,000

Holy Angels, Inc., Belmont

Van acquisition project: $1,500

Diocesan Hispanic youth and young adult

ministry office

Catholic Hispanic sexuality formation

program: $1,000

Catholic Diocese of Charlotte

grants in 2007

African American Affairs Ministry

African American Affairs Ministry

program: $2,500

Sacred Heart School, Salisbury

Tutoring program: $5,000

Sisters of Mercy Services Corp. DBA
ARP/Phoenix, Asheville

African American Youth Empowerment

Program: $4,000

Hispanic Ministry, Boone Vicariate

Equip and maintain Hispanic

ministry office: $1,500

Hispanic Ministry, Greensboro Vicariate

Hispanic evangelization: $1,500

Hispanic Ministry, Winston-Salem Vicariate

Hispanic evangelization: $1 ,500

Our Lady of Consolation Church, Charlotte

English for Speakers of

Other Languages: $2,000

Genius of Africa, Inc., Charlotte

Development of office for

communication and education: $1,000

Basilica of St. Lawrence, Asheville

Hispanic marriage ministry: $2,000

St. Pius X Health Care ministry,

Greensboro

Fund a community health fair for the

Greensboro Area Community $2,000

CSS Refugee Resettlement Office

Rent for program site office: $2,000

St. Matthew Church, Charlotte

Hispanic "Why Catholic?" program: $1 ,000

St. James the Greater Church, Concord

Hispanic ministry: $2,000

St. Michael School, Gastonia

School and church playground equipment

project: $2,000

St. Aloysius Church, Hickory

Youth scholarships and trailer

purchase: $1,500
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iBienvenido!
St. Luke Church welcomes Hispanic
parishioners with Mass, outreach

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

MINT HILL— St. Luke Church in

Mint Hill is joining other churches in the

Diocese of Charlotte to minister to the

needs of their Hispanic parishioners.

About a year ago, Edra Alonso
recognized the need at St. Luke Church

to offer a Spanish-languages Mass, as

well as programs in Spanish.

- Alonso, who grew up in Manhattan

and spent 40 years living in Madrid,

Spain, enthusiastically began working on
ways to reach out to the local Hispanics.

This Sunday, Sept. 9, will see the

culmination of the work of a small but

dedicated group of volunteers led by
Alonso, as the first bilingual Spanish-

English Mass will be celebrated in the

"Most parishes have about

five people at Mass when
they first start offering it

in Spanish. So, if there

are 15 people there, I'll be

thrilled."

— Edra Alonso

parish. Alonso isn't expecting overflowing

pews at the Mass, but she is optimistic.

"Most parishes have about five people

at Mass when they first start offering it in

Spanish," she said. "So, if there are 15

people there, I'll be thrilled."

Father James Hawker, pastor of St.

Luke Church and vicar for education in

the Diocese of Charlotte, will celebrate

the Mass. He isn't fluent in Spanish, but

Alonso isn't worried.

"Father Jim will do his best, and the

people appreciate the effort, even if his

Spanish isn't perfect," she said.

Alonso has printed missals in Spanish

and English, so that worshippers can

understand the readings and prayers, no

matter what their primary language is.

"They're just like the kind we used

when the Mass was said in Latin, but

with Spanish on one page and English on
the other," she said.

In the near fiature, Alonso plans to

offer faith formation classes, spiritual and

social ministries targeted for Hispanics.

She also wants to offer English-as-a-

second-language classes.

The bilingual Mass will be celebrated

each Sunday at 1 p.m. at St. Luke Church.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans
by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

135,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

how ad fates - easyfor small businesses and
inditdduals, too! /7<ti«j1 l*

vtatholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now!

Caitolic Heritage Society

'ease ]ioin us

Honoring llie generosity of CalKolic friends wko

provitie for ike future of tke Cliurcii ikrougk a

planned gift to tke Diocese of Ckarlotte or a

diocesan parisk, sckixil, agency, or diocesan foiitidaLion.

Tiecotne a memher hif makiiui

• a gift from a retWemeni plan

it of If, insurance

• a heqiu'st in your will

• a gift of real estate

• a gift of a trust «

• a gift of life estate \

• a gift of an annuity

vuiu/atilo/l
at the

Roffifltt CaiitoHc Oiocesa ol Chsrions

To^^ve thefree booklet "Better Estate Planning " contactfidy Smith, Director ofPUmned Giving,

704-370-3320: 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203. jmsmithd/charlottediocese.org.

Seeking healing
and forgiveness
after an abortion?
Experience God's love and

compassion once again -

The Charlotte Diocese

Respect Life Office of Catholic

Social Services offers help to

both men and women at H
704-370-3229 and 704-231-2030 (cell). 1 H
Upcoming RachePs Vineyard Retreat -

September 28-30 in Rock Hill, SC

You may also want to visit Rachel's

Vineyard Web site at www.rachelsvineyard.org

for helpful articles, retreat information and

CQQ other direction to new hope and meaning
CaU'ifjik: Soriid Services for your future.

CRUISE ON LY(without airfare^)

FOR $2,460!
The Diocese of Charlotte

invites you to leave winter behind and explore the

SeUTHERN eARIBBEAN
and the PANAMA CANAL

January 31- February II, 2008
All family and friends are welcome to join with

Fr. Mo West as we cruise from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida
aboard Holland H.n^e^r'^c^'s 'isi-xMrv ship ms Yolendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities In:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach
hammock, learn about Bahamian culhire
* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a

submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy
beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jungle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native

markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!

*Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES airfare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ship transfers, taxes, baggage
handling and all port charges! Arrange your own travel to Florida and save!

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332 or

Patty at CoUette Vacations (877) 894-1245 ext. 3163.
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Parish groups work to welcome Hispanics
OUTREACH, from page 1

committee to welcome the other culture,"

Father Ameche said. "It's very simple;

it's very humble."

St. Eugene Church's LAG, begun

more than two years ago, focuses

on identifying needs in the Hispanic

community. About 16 people regularly

participate on the committee.

"When you have a group of Anglos

advocating for the Hispanic community,

it's more likely that something will

happen right away," said Antonio Garcia,

Hispanic ministry coordinator for the

Asheville Vicariate.

Among their activities, committee

members go to Asheville City
Commission meetings to advocate about

Hispanic concerns.

It's also essential to respond to

Hispanics' religious needs. Each year.

Father Ameche said, more than 600,000

Hispanic immigrants leave the Catholic

Church. Other denominations actively

recruit and welcome the immigrants,

even bringing pastors from Mexico.

"They don't feel welcome (in U.S.

Catholic churches)," Father Ameche
said. "No one says 'Hi.'"

That changes when Anglos see

Hispanics as vital members of the U.S.

Catholic community.

"If we are welcoming to them, they

are welcoming to us," Father Ameche
said. "There's a new energy. I've noticed

that the people on the committees are

older, but they're open to the gift."

"If we just had national churches,

we would have lost out. This allows us

to be who we are as Catholics — we're

inclusive," he said.

St. Eugene Church

Anglo parishioners at St. Eugene

Father Dean Cesa celebrates and Jesuit Father E

Mass at St. Barnabas Church in Arden Aug. 1 Z.

Church asked for a Spanish-language

Mass, which began in October; 250-300

people regularly attend.

Prior to starting the Mass, St.

Eugene Church had an informal English-

as-a-second-language class, with 45-50

students. Soon, however, a more formal

class will begin. The Asheville Literacy

Council will provide some materials and

will train the volimteers who will teach

the class.

Like other Catholic churches, St.

Eugene Church has an Easter triduum,

but this year there was an added Hispanic

dimension.

It began at 6 p.m. on Holy Thursday,

with Hispanics from all four Asheville

Catholic churches participating. They
walked the Way of the Cross — the

stations set up on the Asheville Catholic

School's baseball field, with people

portraying Mary, Veronica and others.

Restoration House
704-291-7945

"Come all who are weary and carry heavy burdens,

and I willgiveyou rest. " Matthew 11:28

Restoration HoiJse is a place for people to reflect, relax, and find

peace in the scenic North Carolina mountains. It is a log cabin

with beautiful views loated off^ 1-40 near Marion, NC — 90

minutes from Charlotte and 40 minutes east of Asheville. It is far from cell phones, email, and the hurried pace of daily living

— perfect for restoring the mind, body and spirit. Restoration House is ideal for rental to small groups (small faith groups,

women's groups, music groups, etc.) at $160 for an entire group per night. It is also available for rental to individuals and

couples. Create your own get-a-away. . .or attend one of our planned retreats listed below.

Upcoming Facilitated Catholic Retreats for Adults:

September 28-30

October 12-14

October 26-28

November 9-11

Deamber 7-9

Moms: "Slow Down, Recharge, and Create Space for God" with die book "Breathe"

by KeriWyan Kent, (special $150)

Women/Men: "Growing Closer to God in the Midst of Personal Trials" with a

video, inspirational speaker, and a Bible snidy on Job.

Women/Mem "Wisdom for Living" shares valuable insights through Bible studies

on proverbs and parables.

Couples or a Spome Alone: "Finding Christ in Your Marriage" uses a Bible smdy

to look at what the Scripmres say about marriage.

Women: "Experiencmg a Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas" includes both

reflective and festive activities— a great seasonal celebration.

Retreats are $190 per person ($290 per couple for Nov. weekend). Rate includes 2 nights of lodging,

a facilitated program by Tom and/or Amy Barsanti, w^orkshop materials, and meals. Retreats begin Friday

evening and end mid-day Sunday. Call Tom for more details: 704-291-7941.

Courtesy Photo

Ameche concelebrates the first Spanish-language

Mass was at 7 p.m.: in English in

St. Eugene Church, just up the street

from the school, in Spanish in the school

gym. After the Spanish-language Mass,

the 400 attendees sang together as the

Eucharist was carried to the church for

adoration along with the Eucharist that

had been consecrated in the church.

Together, the two communities
adored the Blessed Sacrament.

Snow fell on Good Friday, so in

the gym, after the liturgy, a special

service was held, called the "Pesame a

la Virgen." A woman portrayed Mary. As
the worshipers sang a song about Mary's

thoughts as she held her dead son, the

cross was placed in her lap to represent

Christ in death.

There followed a silent procession to

the burial site, also set up in the gym.
"In the silence there's no language

problem," said Father Ameche.
The Anglos liked what they saw of

the Hispanic Holy Thursday and Good
Friday services. Father Ameche said,

"and were asking if they could have

something like that next year."

St. Barnabas Church

At St. Barnabas Church, HMC
formed about three months ago, after

Father Ameche gave a presentation there

about Hispanic advocacy groups.

About seven or eight people regularly

"If we are welcoming

to them, they are

welcoming to us."

— Jesuit Father Ameche,
Hispanic ministry

serve on the committee, including Father

Dean Cesa, St. Barnabas Church's pastor;

Nick Grasberger, Gina Horecky, Ken
Marino, Carlos Rangel and Lia Terrey.

"As a Roman Catholic parish, our

ministry is to everyone within our parish

boundaries," Father Cesa said. "We
want to be welcoming to everyone. So,

offering Mass in Spanish opens the doors

to an even wider population."

Horecky and Marino attended an

LAG meeting to learn more about

how St. Eugene Church's committee

operates.

HMC developed a mission statement:

"To support the Catholic faith of the

Spanish-speaking among us by offering

worship, friendship and assistance."

HMC's primary goal has been
achieved: St. Barnabas Church has a

Spanish-language Mass. Some 150

people, mostly Hispanic, attended the

first one, at 5 p.m. on Aug. 12, with

Father Cesa celebrating and Father

Ameche concelebrating.

"I was really upbeat about the whole

thing," Marino said. "I thought it came
off really well."

About 100 people attend the weekly

Mass, celebrated by Father Cesa or

Father Ameche.
In addition to its plans to organize

events that will bring the Anglo and

Hispanic communities together, HMC
is "collecting the needs of the people,"

Father Cesa said. "We're working to get a

baptism class started for Hispanic parents

who want their children baptized."

A custom popular in Mexico is

blessing children when they reach their

third birthdays. St. Barnabas Church
has already had one such blessing at the

end of Mass. The outreach is important,

Marino said.

"It just seemed to me that was
something out there that had to be done.

I viewed it as a Christian situation, as

do other people in our parish," he said.

"After Father Bill gave his talk, Nick was
in the social hall signing up people."

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Iirving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^H
reputation of over 1 8 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director'

- Mondi-to-monA rentals withKO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 /^JBBOISSSJOCO
at Irving l\irk

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park
™= 3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorUving.com
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

New book pays tribute to

priest who said 'yes' to God
BY JOSHUA GARNER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Kelly Ann
Lynch recalls her friend, Franciscan

Father Mychal F. Judge, as someone

who always said "yes" to helping those

in need.

That's why Lynch named her new
children's book "He Said Yes: The Story

of Father Mychal Judge."

"He said 'yes' to so many things,"

said Lynch of the New York City fire

chaplain who died ministering to victims

in the rubble ofthe World Trade Center's

twin towers Sept. 11, 2001. "He was an

amazing man."

His story and life of service to others

was the inspiration behind Lynch's first

book, which hits store shelves in early

September.

The idea to write a children's book

based on Father Judge's life came to

her during Mass in late 2002 near her

hometown of Lancaster, Pa. She was still

grieving the loss of a man she'd known
all her life.

"I remember thinking Father

Mychal's story was too important not to

be told or shared," she said.

She described him as a proud Irish-

American with a soft and soothing voice,

recalling that he would often speak to her

in a crowded room as if she were the only

person there.

Her life lessons and experiences with

Father Judge are found across the pages

of"He Said Yes." The book features vivid

illustrations by artist M. Scott Oatman of

moments in her life when Father Judge

was present.

Lynch said Father Judge was an

emotional constant in her life, always

%ere to provide support. She had known
him since she was a young girl growing

up in New Jersey.

By 23 she was married, with a 7-

month-old daughter. Shannon, who was
terminally ill with a failing liver.

Abandoned by her husband, whom
she said could not deal with the pressure

of their child's illness. Lynch said she

was left to fend for herself. It was Father

Judge who urged her to let go and leave

it up to God, she said.

And it was Father Judge who told

her, "God cannot heal Shannon until you

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: SEPT. 16, 2007

give her back."

"I literally lifted her (Shaimon) up to

God and I let go," she said. "That was the

hardest thing I've ever done."

Shannon Lynch, now 17, survived

thanks to a revolutionary liver-transplant

procedure. As with her mother, she said.

Father Judge had become a constant

presence in her life.

"I just remember all the love he had

for us and our family," she said. "He
became a best friend to our family."

And it was the love of the book
that would eventually convince book
publishers to print it.

Initially editors at Paulist Press said

they did not know what to expect. After

all. Lynch never attended college and

most of her work experience was as a

legal aide, not a writer.

"We loved Kelly's manuscript.

We loved the incredible paintings" by

Oatman, said Susan O'Keefe, children's

editor at Paulist Press. "But at some point

we had to step away and ask, 'Can we
sell it?'

"We took the leap," she said in an e-

mail to Catholic News Service.

The leap offaith is starting to pay off.

The book sold more than 600 copies in

preorders, an impressive accomplishment

for a first-time author.

Kelly Lynch has become a

minicelebrity in her hometown of

Lancaster, appearing on the cover of

the local newspaper and participating

in book signings and interviews with

national media outlets. She has already

completed two more children's books.

Still, Lynch said she will remain

dedicated to keeping Father Judge's

memory alive and passing on his message,

"Listen for (God's) voice and say 'yes.'"

vce
FUNERAL HOME &

CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

1401 Patton Ave. 72 Ixjiig Shosis RiMcl

Asheville, NC /mien, NC
(828) 252-3535 (828) 687-3530

^^^p Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-iine at www.grocefuneralhome.com

Sept. 1 6, Twenty'fourth

Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14

Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19

2) 1 Timothy 1:12-17

3) Gospel: Luke 15:1-32

In God's eyes, we
are irreplaceable

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

I rummaged through closets and

drawers trying to make as little noise as

possible because I knew I was indulging

in obsessive behavior. But my grown son,

visiting from out of town, heard me.

"Mom!" he called from downstairs. I

heard the familiar mix ofamusement and

mild irritation in his voice. "Are you still

looking for my simglasses? Stop. I'm just

going to get another pair."

Really, I know I have this obsession

— spending way too long and hard

looking for lost things. Maybe it's that

son's fault.

My memory is etched with the

experience of a week when he, as an

infant, lost his pacifier — the one and

only that would, well, pacify him. It

was "The Longest Week" as we tried

numerous replacements to no avail and

much wailing.

Somehow we all survived, but I

think it left me a little weird about going

out ofmy way to find lost things.

However, that primal need for

security is in all of us. It's not so

surprising that we constantly search for

the ultimate security of being loved.

The God of love placed that desire

in us, reflective of his own desire for

our love.

The Gospel parable of the lost coin

could just as easily be for me the parable

of the sunglasses. It tells me that just as

I am irrationally driven to find this lost

item, God can't help but go out of his

way to try to retrieve even one lost soul.

In the vast eyes of God, not one of

us can be replaced — so his desire and

his effort to bring back the lost cannot be

dissuaded.

Completing the parable of the

sunglasses, imagine them falling from a

car's roof onto the street where they are

smashed under the wheels of a van, then

swept into a storm drain,

Then imagine obsessive me finding

one intact lens and following a trail

of plastic bits into the storm drain and

picking through the mud to find every

last piece and miraculously (this would
be me being God) restoring them to their

original condition of infinite coolness,

the basic quality of sunglasses.

That's a distant approximation of

God's desire to have us always with him.

Questions:

What experiences of loss speak

to you about the joy of reunion with a

loved one? When have you recognized

God going out of his way to bring you,

or someone close to you, back into his

loving presence?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPT. 9-15

Sunday (Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time), Wisdom 9:13-18, Philemon 9-10, 12-17,

Luke 14:25-33; IVIonday, Colossians 1:24-2:3, Luke 6:6-11; Tuesday, Colossians 2:6-15,

Luke 6:12-19; Wednesday (Holy Name of Mary), Colossians 3:1-11, Luke 6:20-26; Thursday

(St. John Chrysostom), Colossians 3:12-17, Luke 6:27-38; Friday (Exaltation of the Holy

Cross), Numbers 21:4-9, Philippians 2:6-11, John 3:13-17; Saturday (Our Lady of Sorrows),

1 Timothy 1:15-17, Luke 2:33-35.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPT 16-22

Sunday (Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14,1 Timothy 1:12-

17, Luke 15:1-32; Monday (St. Robert Bellarmine), 1 Timothy 2:1-8 Luke 7:1-10; Tuesday, 1

Timothy 3:1-13, Luke 7:11-17; Wednesday (St. Januarius), 1 Timothy 3:14-16, Luke 7:31-35;

Thursday (St. Andrew Kim Taegon, St. Paul Chong Hasang and Companions), 1 Timothy

4:12-16, Luke 7:36-50; Friday (St Matthew), Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13, Matthew 9:9-1 3; Saturday,

1 Timothy 6:13-16, Luke 8:4-15.

Attention: Homeowners.,.Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now ihere's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have lo

waste time watting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte
^

(704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecktenburg and Cabamis counties

www ,3vvayp i umbin.R.com Proud member of St. James Church
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Providing help. Creating hope. Changing lives.

Catholic Social Services — The Diocese of Charlotte

Executive Director: Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227

Associate Director: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3250

Refugee Office: Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930

Family Life: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3228

Justice and Peace: Joe Purello (704) 370-3225

OEO/CSS Murphy Satellite Office (828) 835-3535

Charlotte Region: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Debra Braese (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second St., Winston-Salem, NC 27108

Area Director: Diane Bullard (336) 727-0705

Greensboro Satellite Office (336) 274-5577

Latino Family Center (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

1123 South Church Street, Charlotte NC 28203

www.cssnc.org

Cathdic Social Services

Diocese of Charlotte

Find Healing in Her
'Shower of Roses'

Share your special heaUng needs with

Saint Therese, the Little Flower, who

promised to let a "shower of roses

fall from Heaven."

Reverse of _ SakJ*

Centerpiece

Open your heart to

this beloved Carmelite Saint

when you pray with the Little

Flower Rose Petal Chaplet.

0 Features 25 rose-scented beads, made from real rose petal;

0 Silver-tone medal with detailed image of Saint Therese.

O Blessed by the Carmelite Friars.

0 Comes with instructions. . . "How to say the Little Flower Chaplet

Ask Saint

Therese for a

"shower of roses

"

today! Request

your Little Flower

Rose Petal Chaplet

with a gift of $12
or more in support

of the Carmelite

Friars.

Carmelite Friars • National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel™
P.O. Box 868 • Carmelite Drive • Middletown. NY 10940-0868

(845) 344-0876 • (Calling Hours: 8:30 a.ni.-4:30 p.m. EST Mon.-Fri.)

YES... I believe in the healing power of prayer! Please send me Little

Flower Rose Petal Chaplet(s). 1 have enclosed a gift of $ in support of

Carmelite ministries. (The suggested donation is $12 foreach Chaplet requested.)

Please send me a FREE Blessed Scapular.

Please Note: You must check boxes to receive items.

My check is enclosed made out to the Carmelite Friars.

Plea.se charge my gift of $ to my; yjgjj

Acct. no.

Signature
.

Name

Exp. date

Address
.

City . . State
.
Zip

.

Phone C Email
Pk'fisc alli/tt' i 6 weeksfnr delk>ery of Hems Your gift Is trLX cleduclihle to the extent of the tair

Into the unknown future
Talbot celebrates 50 albums, preparesfor
break in recording, touring

BY ANDREA SLIVKA
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — John Michael

Talbot's newest album, "Living Water,"

will mark more than one noteworthy

occurrence.

In addition to being his 50th album,

it will also be his last recording, for an

unknown period oftime as he prepares to

take a break from recording and touring.

"I don't know whether or not I'm

going to quit it, but I am going to pause

for a while," Talbot told Catholic News
Service in an interview about his new
album and his writing style.

He spoke by telephone from his

Little Portion Monastery in Arkansas.

For the past 1 5 years, he has performed

in four concert tours a year, traveling back

and forth across the country numerous

times and also visiting Europe.

"I'm kind of preferring to spend

some time with nothing for a while," he

said, adding that what God wants him to

do after that is God's business.

He still plans to tour in the fall of2008

and the spring of2009 to promote his new
album, which was released Aug. 15.

Although touring is a lot of work, he

said he loves doing concerts and would

continue them, except, in prayer, he hears

God telling him to stop and "stand still

for a while" so God can direct him.

That could be back into touring,

doing prayer walks again or even being a

recluse for the remainder of his life.

"It's up to God," Talbot said.

"Living Water" contains a variety of

new songs orchestrated in his traditional

meditative style, which he hopes will

help his listeners feel at home with the

milestone album.

While he worked from his traditional

style, he also experimented with different

orchestrations. He said some songs have

a more intimate feel with few instruments

beyond his guitar, while others have full

orchestration.

His own favorite songs are those

that contain a combination ofboth styles,

with intimate verses and musically

expanded choruses.

In the world of Christian music,

Talbot said, his music in general is

unique because he does not follow the

trends of popular music.

Instead, he listens to a variety of

music — from chant to rock 'n' roll

— and then sits down with his guitar and

"the music that comes out is the music

CNS FItE PHOTO

Catholic singer and songwriter John Michael

Talbot, who recently releaseci his 50th album, is

now preparing to take a break from recording

and touring.

that comes out," he said.

As his songs go from the writing

stage to recording, he identifies a theme

for his album, chooses songs that reflect

that theme and then begins recording his

songs with his guitar and primary vocals.

Then he dubs his own voice for

background vocals— often six overdubs

of each part for a chorus of 18 voices.

Orchestration is added as the final touch;

Talbot said he is influenced by
the Scripture of the day, prayers of the

saints and his own current spiritual life

when writing lyrics. He is particularly

partial to the Psalms, Isaiah, the books of

Wisdom, the Sermon on the Mount and

the sections of Paul's letters where "he

really lets his heart show."

In addition to Scripture, Talbot's

new album also contains Mass parts,

although Talbot said he's waiting more
for personal prayer than for its use as

liturgical music.

But in writing music, Talbot believes

it's not his job to create the music but,

instead, to let God inspire it.

"In the mind of God, the song has

been there forever, and the job of the

composer is to find that song," he said.

However, he thinks a musical artist

can fail by not working diligently enough'

to find the song and can also fail by

overworking the song. The key is to find

the right balance.

At the monastery that he founded in

1980, the community has recently started

raising free-range chickens — those

raised outside any kind of pens — in

the middle of Tyson chicken country in

Arkansas. He wants the commimity to be,

self-sufficient beyond what he provides

through his music's profits.

Local college student
NEW YORK — Robin Taylor, a

communications major at Gardner-Webb
University in Boiling Springs, N.C., is a

wirmer in The Christophers 20th Annual

Video Contest for College Students.

Robin's video, "Remembering
Pamela," was one of five entries to

receive a $100 honorable mention.

Each year, entrants are asked to

create a short film nmning five minutes

of less — narrative or documentary
— around the theme, "One Person Can

wins in video contest
Make a Difference."

The $3,000 first prize was awarded

to Sean Brown of Southern University in

Carbondale, 111., for his film "Bright Idea."

The Christophers, a non-profit

organization, uses the mass medi*<

to encourage individuals to use their

God-given abilities to make a positive

difference in the world. The Christophers'

motto, adopted from the ancient Chinese

proverb, is: "It's better to light one candle"

than to curse the darkness."
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Dancing in Denver

YOUTHS IN ACTION
September 7, 2007

View from the top S

Courtesy Photo

Students dance during the vacation Bible school held at Holy Spirit Church

in Denver in July. Approximately 100 students and 30 volunteers enjoyed the

program, themed "Avalanche Ranch: A Wild Ride through God's Word. " The

program includedBible skits, games andsongs all centeredon buildinga closer

relationship between the students and God.

A highlight ofthe week was the craft room, where more than 200fleece bears

were stuffed and sewn to be donated to Amy's House, a shelterfor domestic

violence victims in Lincolnton, and to localpolice andfire departments to give

to children in need.

PARISH BUSINESS MANAGER

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Charlotte, is seeking a full time Business

Manager. Responsibilities include management of the human resource

system, budget, financial accounting and reporting, asset management and

replacement, approval of all purchases and expenses within the fiscal year

budget, and compliance with all diocesan and parish administrative policies.

Requirements are: knowledge of accounting principles; personnel

management skills; computer skills including spreadsheet, word processing,

Internet and e-mail processing. Call Greg Bove at 704-549-1607 ext. 230 for

an interview appointment.

DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Full-time Director of Major Gifts

Candidate must be a college graduate with a degree in marketing,

communications, business administration or related field; five years

experience in fund development and major gifts. Applicants should have

strong interpersonal and communication skills, and the ability to interact

well with diverse groups. Responsibilities include developing strategies,

events, and materials to inform, engage, cultivate and solicit current and

prospective major gifts prospects.

Please submit resume to Jim Kelley, Office of Development, 1123 South

Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203 by July 30, 2007. Questions to

704-370-3301 or email atjkkelley@char1ottediocese.org

Courtesy Photo

Father James Hawker, pastor of St. Luke Church in Mint Hill, is pictured with Ascension, the parish's teen

choir, outside St. Margaret Church in Maggie Valley as part of a retreat July 21-25.

Teens ascend to learn about

Jesus, unity
LAKE JUNALUSKA— Ascension,

the teen choir at St. Lulce Church in

Mint Hill, recently shared a bonding

and faith experience in the N.C. Smoky
Mountains.

The group took part in a retreat,

themed "More of Jesus, Less of Me," at

Lake Junaluska July 21-25.

Each day, the 24 teenagers and six

adults shared prayer and devotional time,

as well as team-building and recreational

activities.

"Any time you get the teens away

fi-om their busy schedule, true bonding

takes place. It's really a mountaintop

experience," saidApril Ryder, an assistant

with Ascension.

"Our goal is always to bring that

spirit of unity back from the mountaintop

and into the valley of everyday life,"

she said.

To conclude the retreat. Father James

Hawker, pastor ofSt. Luke Church,joined

the teens for a roundtable discussion and

celebrated Mass at St. Margaret Church

in Maggie Valley. i

SALES REPRESENTATIVES
J.S. Paluch Co., established in 1913, the nation's oldest Catholic Publisher, is now

interviewing for the position of Sales Representatives for

parish church bulletins. Realistic earnings potential of 40K+,

health insurance, paid vacation, 401 K. Some travel required.

Self-motivation a must. Bilingual helpful in some areas. To

arrange an interview call Les Black at 800-432-3240. Seniors

welcome to apply. EOE

Classifieds

SERVICES

COUNSELING: Individuals, couples, family,

depression, anxiety, relationships, spiritual issues.

Lucille Moses, Licensed Professional Counselor.

Charlotte. 704-366-6507

FOR RENT

CONDO: OCEANFRONT on Pleasure Island. 2

BD/2 BA. Minutes from Wilmington. Great off-

season rates: by the day, week or month. Consider

a long weekend — close by getaway. Good

swimming until October. Call 703-450-8480 or

write wfkelle@aol.com for availability.

FOR SALE

MOBILE HOME: Excellent 2BD/2BA full-

furnished mobile home. Landscaped Vi acre,

screened lanai, carport. Two miles to Withlacoochie

River, 4 miles to Rainbow River in beautiful

Dunnellon, FL. $49,900 firm. 336-984-4486.

glyrmmaryann@hotmail.com for pictures.

LOST AND FOUND

WANTED: Lost recliner, gold-colored fabric.

Given to Salvation Arrny in Charlotte by mistake.

Has sentimental value; will pay $500 for return.

803-548-61852

Fi

Classified ads bring results! Over 140,000 readers! Over 52,000 homes!
Rates: $.80/word per issue ($16 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to;

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For infonnation, call (704) 370-3332.
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Scholastic achievement

Courtesy Photo

Transition kindergarten teacher Bernie Armstrong at St. Matthew School in Charlotte reads to her class

during the Scholastic spring book fair held at St. Matthew Church in May. The school recently won third

place in Scholastic's national elementary school book fair contest.

St. Matthew School wins third

place in national book fair contest
CHARLOTTE— St. Matthew School

in Charlotte was among eight schools to

take third place in the Scholastic Book
Fairs national elementary school contest.

Scholastic, a global children's

publishing, education and media
company, announced the winners of the

contest on its Web site Aug. 3.

As a third-place winner, St.

Matthew School's library receives a

$1,000 shopping spree for instructional

materials in the Scholastic Book Fairs'

"Instructional Resource Catalog."

"The competition was very
steep, with hundreds of entries

submitted nationwide," said Deb Lee,

school librarian.

"The contest process required us

to document parent, student, teacher,

administration and community
involvement in the (school's) Scholastic

spring book fair," said Lee.

The spring book fair was held in the

New Life Center at St. Matthew Church

in Charlotte May 11-18, with students,

parents and faculty participating in the

promotion and running of the event.

"A great big 'thank you' to the

entire St. Matthew community for their

heartfelt support," said Lee.

First Mass of the year

Courtesy Photo

Students of St. Matthew School in Charlotte serving as altar servers are pictured with Father Patrick

Cahill and Father Patrick Toole, parochial vicars of St. Matthew Church, during the school's first Mass

of the year Aug. 29.

Back to the books

Courtesy Photo

Students prepare to play instruments in music class during the first week of classes at Bishop McGuinness

High School in Kernersville.

Courtesy Photo

Second-grader Lexi Starets is greeted on the first day of classes Aug. 27 at St. Leo the Great School in

Winston-Salem by Principal Georgette Schraeder; Father Brian Cook, pastor of St. Leo the Great Church;

and Abigail, Father Cook's dog.

Principal Mark Akerman

welcomes eighth-grader

Patrick O'Shea to the first

day of classes at St. Pius

X School in Greensboro

Aug. 27. Patrick is a

member of the teams

of eighth-graders who

walked new students to

their classrooms.

The school welcomed

460 students to the new

school year, the highest

enrollment in the school's

52-year history

Courtesy Photo
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints A new look at bananas

Costa Rica visit coaxes different perspectives on life, food

Working in misery
Lord calls us to help those who labor in

unfair, unsafe conditions

Millions of workers in developing

countries around the world did not have

the day otf on Labor Day.

Instead they toiled like they do
every day — in misery. Laboring long,

exhausting days in hot, dirty factories for

pennies an hour is their"sad fate in life.

In recent testimony before the

congressional Subcommittee on Interstate

Commerce, Trade and Tourism, Charles

Kemaghan, director of the National

Labor Committee, explained how many
American corporations abuse poor
workers worldwide for profit.

Citing the U.S.-Jordan Free Trade

Agreement as an example, Kemaghan
said that from 2001 to 2006, apparel

exports fi-om Jordan to the U.S. soared

by 2,300 percent — fi-om $52. 1 million

to $1.2 billion.

But what most American consumers

do not know is that these hefty corporate

profits often come at the expense of

human trafficking and involuntary

servitude.

"Bangladeshi guest workers had to

pay $ 1 ,000 to $3,000 each tounscrupulous

manpower agencies in Bangladesh to

purchase a two- to-three-year contract to

work in Jordan," said Kemaghan.
As poor workers, they had to borrow

the money on the informal market at

exorbitant interest rates of five to 10

percent per month.

"From the minute they took the

loans, these workers were in a trap and

a race against time to pay off their large

debts," said Kemaghan. "But the workers

were promised that they would be able to

earn $134.28 a month for regular hours

and up to $250 a month with overtime.

All housing, food and medical care

would be free."

But there was a catch: The contract

tied the guest workers to just one
factory, prohibiting them from working,

elsewhere.

Upon their arrival in Jordan,

Kernaghan said, 115 workers from
Bangladesh had their passports
and residency permits immediately
confiscated by company managers.
Without residency permits, the workers

could not go out on the street without fear

of being detained by the police.

Kemaghan reported that instead of

being paid the $250 a month they were
promised, the workers eamed $2.3 1 for a

98-hour workweek!

"Workers who asked for their legal

wages could be imprisoned up to three

days without food. ... Twenty-eight
workers had to share one small 12-by-

1 2-foot dorm room, which had access to

mnning water only every third day. These

workers sewed clothing for Wal-Mart."

One of the most effective ways we
can help desperately poor workers is to

Making a

Difference

TONY
MAGLIANO
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lobby Congress for the passage of the

Decent Working Conditions and Fair

Competition Act. This anti-sweatshop

legislation would prohibit the import,

export or sale of sweatshop goods in the

United States.

Once passed into law, this legislation

wouldbe an extremelypowerful economic
incentive for corporations to insure that

humane working conditions and just

wages are guaranteed to every worker

making goods sold in the United States.

In 2000 the Dog and Cat Protection

Act sailed through Congress and was
signed into law by President George W.
Bush. If Congress can pass legislation

protecting dogs and cats, they can at least

do as much for suffering human beings!

Please call, write or e-mail your two
U.S. senators and congressperson, urging

them to co-sponsor the Decent Working

Conditions and Fair Competition Act (S.

367/H.R. 1992). Also ask parishioners,

family and friends to do the same.

In the Gospel, Jesus instmcts us to

remember that the laborer is worth his or

her wage. The Lord is calling us to work
overtime for those who labor in misery.

Will you answer his call?

I will never think of bananas the

same way again. Not after my recent trip

to Costa Rica.

Three years ago I broke my ankle

while Whitewater rafting in Costa Rica.

After the hospital let me go, I was sitting

in a little cafe in Quepos, wondering how
I was going to get around town to buy
cmtches or my medicine.

A yoimg man in the cafe, Eduardo,

spoke English well. He offered to mn
errands for me if I paid him a little

something.

Over the years we have
corresponded. His family is very poor.

I have kept in touch with them and help

them out from time to time as they seem
to go from crisis to crisis.

This was my first trip back in several

years. Eduardo wanted me to meet his

mother in Cariari on the Caribbean side of

Costa Rica. His family lives in workers'

housing on a huge banana plantation

owned by a large American corporation.

So we drove down from the cool

mountain plateau to the hot coastal plain

near the swamps of Tortuguero.

It was hot. Really hot.

Once past Cariari, we drove for mile

after mile through banana plantations

with thousands upon thousands ofbanana

trees. Each tree had large banana fronds.

Most of the fioxit had been wrapped
in blue plastic bags to keep the insects

and birds from getting to the green

bananas.

The family was delighted to have a

"gringo" visitor. They sat up late talking.

Their pet parrot kept jumping into the

conversation.

The roads were bad, so we spent

the night on the plantation rather than

risk driving off a one-lane bridge in the

darkness.

I thought that after the sun went

down it would get cooler. Hardly. Not a

breath of a breeze.

The cloudy sky covered the moon
and stars, making it so dark that I could

not see my hand in front ofmy face.

One of Eduardo 's cousins gave up

Parish

Diary
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her bed for me to sleep in. As I lay there,

sweating profusely, I could hear the

mosquitoes hitting the screen over the

window.

The combination ofthe heat, darkness
and oppressively still air made me feel

claustrophobic. I thought to myself,

"This must be what hell is like."

The next morning was beautiful.

The sun was bright on the banana plants

The men were going out to the banana

frees on bicycles or in groups riding on
the back of pickup tmcks. They all wore
heavy mbber boots.

Eduardo explained that the ground

around the banana frees was wet and
there were snakes. Even though the

boots were hot, it was better than the

snake bites and jungle rot you would get

without them.

I could hear small planes flying very

low overhead. They were spraying the

banana frees for insects, apparently with

indifference to the health of the workers

standing directly below.

As we bounced out ofthe plantation on

the rough roads, I thought to myself, "I will

never see a banana the same way again."

I will think of the people at the other

end ofthe supply chain. I will think ofthe

heat, the sweat and the insecticide.

I will think of all the work it takes

to bring that pleasant tropical fruit to the

tables of the rich, that is, to us.

These are our brothers and sisters in

Christ. They are members of our church.

When you sit down to the slices of

banana on your moming cereal, think of

them. Say a prayer for them.

The secret to a sane life The Human

"Will those who work 40 hours or

less please raise their hands?"

When I asked this question recently,

no hands went up. Some people work
from sunup to sundown. Others are

forever taking "red eyes" to be on time

for the next moming 's meeting.

No one is exempt from being over-

stretched! Where might we find the

antidote to this? How about revisiting the

biblical story ofMary and Martha?

It begins with Martha inviting Jesus

to dinner. As she busies herselfpreparing

the meal, her sister Mary sits quietly

listening to Christ. Unlike Martha, who is

mshed and multitasking, Mary is still.

Here we have two sisters whom we can

presume love each other. Loviijg brothers

and sisters are a blessing and help to fill out

each other's lives. Even ifwe don't have a

sibling, having a good friend who acts as

one creates this same dynamic.

Many see Martha and Mary as sisters

who are anything but complementary.

Mary seems to be the good one, while

Martha is not so good.

When, however, we delve into the

Greek version of the story, we learn

Christ is not lauding Mary over Martha,

but rather he is lauding a good Mary has

chosen. The good is the grounding Mary
adds to Martha's multitasking, mshed
life, the anchor that keeps a highly active

life under confrol.

As much as we admire Mary, most

of us are Martha in real life: frenzied and

out of breath. We have very little Mary in

us: contemplative, prayerful and still.

There is a growing interest in revisiting

the benefits of Benedictine monasticism

and other contemplative orders. In today's

hectic living, people sense a need for the

powers of meditation.

Put another way, they are seeking

FATHER EUGENE
HEMRICK
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the complementarity of Martha and

Mary: Mary who is all "here" still and

contemplative, and Martha who is all

"there" with her multitasking.

It goes without saying that the world

is forever urging us to be all there with

it. When, however, we are all there, we
don't find the real peace that we seek.

No matter what our state of life or

position, it need not be a hectic existence,

an "all there" existence. All we need to

do is to practice the complementarity of

Martha's being "all there" with Mary's

being "all here." Achieving this balance

is the secret to living a sane life.
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Mary's September

birthday
Month is good time to learn more about

the Blessed Mother
I wager that if Tasked my fellow

Catholics when we celebrate the birthday

of our mother Mary, most would either

hesitate or blank out altogether.

Not to keep you all in suspense, it's

Sept. 8. Ever since I was very young,

September was a very special month.

And why not? My sister Rosemary,

two years older than I, was bom Sept. 2,

my mother's birthday was Sept. 17 and

mine, Sept. 18.

More so, our mother had been given

the very special name of Maria Nunciato

(Mary/Annunciation) at her baptism,

and she remained ever devoted to Mary,

a spiritual gift she passed on to her

children.

Most Catholics have no problem

remembering Mary's assumption into

heaven, celebrated in August. But I

think we should give equal time to her

entry into earth. So I propose celebrating

Mary's September birthday by learning

more about her.

I have just read an astoundingly

detailed book, "The Catholic Companion

to Mary," written by Notre Dame Sister

Mary Kathleen Glavich. Sister Glavich

calls many of her surprising stories "trivial

tidbits," but I call them "gentle gems."

She writes:

"A charming legend highlights

Mary's heart for sinners. One day Jesus

asked St. Peter, the gatekeeper ofheaven,

why certain sirmers were walking around

paradise when he had banned them. Peter

replied, 'I shut the door to keep them out,

but Mary opened the windows.'"

A good writer gets the reader to

consider truths he or she may not have

thought about before. Sister Glavich is

very good at this.

"In Mary's womb, Jesus drew his

flesh and blood, his human life from

her," she writes. "Because Catholics

believe that no man shared in Jesus'

conception, all of his DNA, all of his

human traits, must have been derived

from Mary alone.

"In effect, Jesus was more like his

mother than any son has ever been. ...

What the incarnation means more than

anything else is that there is no longer a

gulf between God and humankind. God
is one of us and knows what it is like to

be a mortal being. ... We have Mary to

thank for allowing that to happen."

Another story in this book "tells of

St. Maximilian Kolbe, the Franciscan

priest executed by the Nazis during

World War II when he voluntarily took

the place of a man who had a family,"

The Bottom

ANTOINETTE
BOSCO

CNS COLUMNIST

Sister Glavich writes.

"According to St. Maximilian's

mother, at the age of 10 he had a vision

of Mary offering him two crowns, the

white crown of purity and the red crown

of martyrdom. Mary asked which one he

wanted, and he answered, 'Both.'"

Mary is the mother for everybody,

including Muslims.

"Muslims, who regard Jesus as

a great prophet, also highly esteem

his mother Mary as a pure and holy

saint. They, too, call her Our Lady,

and the Quran upholds the Immaculate

Conception and the virgin birth. Mary
is the only woman named in the Quran.

It has 42 verses about her, more than

the Bible. ...

"Perhaps Mary someday might

provide a bridge for dialogue between
Muslims and Christians," Sister

Glavich comments. Only Mary and

John the Baptist are celebrated on

their birthdays.

"The feasts of other saints are

celebrated on their day of death, their birth

into heaven," the author informs us.

On Sept. 8, let's not forget to say

"Happy Birthday!" to our loving mother

in heaven.

Abortion and human rights

Church stands as beacon of light in

darkened world
Is it a woman's fundamental right

to take the life of a helpless infant in her

womb if she so chooses?

There is a strong block in this

country that insists that it is, based on

the Supreme Court's split decision in

Roe V. Wade;

Back in March of 1994, the U.S.

State Department sent an "action cable"

to all its embassies instructing them to

tell their host governments: "The United

States believes that access- to safe, legal

and voluntary abortion is a fundamental

right of all women."
John Leo, writing in U.S. News &

Worid Report (Sept. 19, 1994), stated:

"The use of the term 'fundamental right'

was part of an aggressive U.S. lobbying

effort at the 1994 Cairo Population

Conference" where abortion was being

promoted as a component of a population

control policy.

"It was a breathtaking leap," Leo
continued, "since abortion is nowhere
outside of North America considered a

fundamental right."

This State Department memo
amounted to an attempt to impose the

ideological structure of Roe v. Wade on
the rest of the world, thereby overriding

the religious beliefs, laws and customs of

Spirituality
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other countries.

Leo added, "Most Third World
nations are heavily dependent on U.S.

foreign aid, so the implication left

hanging in the air was that resistance to

the concept of abortion as a fundamental

human right might prove costly to the

member nations.

"The March cable made it clear

that the U.S. intended to play hardball,

stating that 'senior-level diplomatic

interventions' with the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund
would advance U.S. population
policy interests."

A spokesperson for the U.S. Catholic

bishops at the time quoted a Guatemalan

government minister as saying, "If I do

not go along on abortion, there goes my
aid money."

American cultural imperialism did

not begin after Sept. 1 1 , 2001 ; the United

States has been flexing its muscles for

many years. How did the world react to

that State Department memo in 1994?

Pope John Paul II intervened and

got about 30 other nations to oppose the

United States in its efforts to foist on the

whole world the idea of abortion as a

"fiindamental right of all women."
The Clinton administration quickly

backed down, and by the end of the week
the U.S. abortion policy was removed

from the family planning section of

the Cairo conference. Clinton won his

election with 43 percent of the votes;

half of the voters considered abortion to

be immoral.

The Catholic Church may have its

faults and issues on the human level, and

we apologize for our sins, but the church

must always strive to speak the truth with

love and to instruct the faithful to follow

God's will.

In favoring principle over the

expediency of the moment, the church

stands as a beacon of light in a darkened

world. The church always has the right

to oppose immorality even if a large

majority is for it.

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to guide

the church to love the sirmer but hate the

sin. This means that we are for women,
not against them.

The church has made a monumental

effort all over the world to help women
who are in post-abortion distress.

The church is the mystical body of

Christ on earth.

Global wealth,

resources also

belong to world's

poor, says pope

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
world's wealth and resources do not

belong to a select few, they also belong

to the poor. Pope Benedict XVI said as he

urged people to aid the needy and protect

the environment.

"Christ is present even in the poor so

they must never be insulted," abused or

deemed worthless, the pope said, citing

the teachings of St. Gregory of Nyssa at

his Sept. 5 weekly general audience.

Pope Benedict returned briefly to

the Vatican from his papal summer villa

south of Rome for the weekly audience

and continued a talk he began Aug. 29

about St. Gregory, the fourth-century

bishop and doctor of the church.

He said St. Gregory showed the

different ways humanity could get closer

to God, through prayer, "purification of

the heart," and love for others.

"Love for one's neighbor is the true

path up to the Lord because love is the

stairway that leads to God," he said.

According to St. Gregory, the pope

said, becoming similar to God means

'"becoming just, holy, good.'"

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict XVI 's remarks in English.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In our catechesis on the teachers of

the early church, we once again consider

St. Gregory of Nyssa, one of the great

Cappadocian Fathers of the fourth century.

At the heart of St. Gregory's teaching

is the innate dignity of every man and

woman, made in the image of God and

called to grow more fully into his likeness.

Human fulfillment is found in a

dynamic process of growth towards that

perfection, which has its ftillness in God;

daily we press forward towards union

with God through love, knowledge and

the cultivation of the virtues. This ascent

to God calls for a process of purification

which, by his grace, perfects our human
nature and produces fhaits of justice,

holiness and goodness.

In all of this, Jesus Christ, the perfect

image of the Father, is our model and

teacher. Gregory insists on Christ's

presence in the poor, who challenge us

to acknowledge our own dependence on

God and to imitate his mercy.

Finally, Gregory points to the

importance of prayer modeled on the

Lord's own prayer for the triumph of

God's Kingdom.

May his teaching inspire us to

seek that holiness and purity of heart,

which will one day enable us to see God
face to face!
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HIS EXCEUENCY, BISHOP PETER J. JUGIS, INVITES EVERYONE
TO THE THIRD2007

TO KNOW
JESUS eHRlST

DIOCESE OF CHAREOTTE
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
FRIDAYAND SATURDAY - SEPTEMBER 21 & 22
Friday, September 21 : Doors open at 6 pm
7 pm - Sacred Music Concert featuring a large diocesan choir performing multicultural musical works.

Concert will be followed by Fr. Benedict Groeschel, C.F.R. - "What the Presence of Christ IVIeans in Your Life."

10 pm - Eucharistic Adoration at St. Peter Catholic Church, Tryon Street at 1st Street.

Saturday, September 22: Doors open at 8 am
9 am - Eucharistic Congress Procession through uptown

10:30 am - Eucharistic Holy Hour with Homily

11:30 am - Programs and speakers for adults, Hispanics, teens, children, young adults and cultural groups. Also, Eucharistic Adoration, sacrament of Reconciliation,

culture hour and vendors offering books, CDs, sacred objects and many more unique items.

3:30 pm - Sacred music to prepare for Holy Mass

4:30 pm - Closing Vigil Mass concelebrated by the Religious and Diocesan Priests of the Diocese - Bishop Peter J. Jugis, principal celebrant and homilist

CHARLOTTE CONVENTION CENTER — COUEGE ST. & STONEWAEE
NO ADMISSION FEE - ALL ARE WELCOME! SIGNING AVAILABLE

CONGRESS SPEAKERS

Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Host of the Congress - Celebrant of the Eucharistic Procession, Principal celebrant and homilist at the closing Mass

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin

Eucharistic Holy Hour Homilist

General Track
Steve Ray

"They Recognized Him in the Breaking of the Bread"

Helen Alvare

"To Know Jesus Christ - A Catholic Woman's Perspective"

Liz Luke

WDYT Radio Morning Personality - Master of Ceremonies

Fr. Leo Patalinghug

"Mary as Magnifier for Jesus"

Patrick Madrid

"A Course in Eucharistic Miracles"

Hispanic Tracic
Hector Molina

"ijSenor, danos siempre de ese pan!?"

Roberto Ramirez

"Jesus, Pan del Cielo"

Juan Bautista Cantiilo

"La Presencia de Cristo en

nuestras Vidas"

Language/Culture Tracics - "To Know Jesus Christ in Culture"

African American, Korean, Filipino, Vietnamese, College - Young Adult

NOTE: PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED for Teen, Middle School and Children's Tracks! There will be
NO registration for these tracks at the Convention Center. Register online at www.GoEucharist.com.

Teen Tracic - High School Students
"To Know Jesus Christ as a Teen"

Special activities.

Eucharistic Adoration.

Fr Leo Patalinghug "In the Beginning, a Vocation Story."

Lunch provided.

Middle School Track (Grades 6-8)

"To Know Jesus Christ in Middle School"

Special activities.

Eucharistic Adoration.

Lunch provided.

Children's Tracks (Grades K-2 and 3-5)

"To Know Jesus Christ in Grade School"

Special activities.

Eucharistic Adoration.

Lunch provkJed.

www«Golueiiarist»com
- Register for Children's^ Mliidle Seliool and Teen Traeks

- Latest luciiaristio Congress news •• To volunteer
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Taking

faith to the

airwaves

Catholic radio coming

to Diocese of Charlotte

BY DAVID HAINS
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

CHARLOTTE —
Catholicism will soon be on the

airwaves in the Charlotte area.

Thanks to the efforts of

a small but determined group

of people in the Diocese of

Charlotte, a weekly three-hour

Catholic radio program will

premiere Simday, Sept. 23.

Sacred Heart
Communications has been
working for the past three years

to bring Catholic radio to the

diocese. Currently, no station in

the 46-county diocese carries

Catholic radio programs.

Charlotte radio station

WDYT-AM 1220 and Sacred

Heart Communications
recently signed a contract to

provide three hours of Catholic

See RADIO, page 4

NEW^^RALD
SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

2007 Eucharistic

Congress

The third diocesan

Eucharistic Congress is

taking place Sept. 2 1 -22 in

Charlotte. See details on

pages 7-10, 16.
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Conviction, charity, commitment

CNS PHOTO By Reuters

Pope Benedict XVI waves to the crowd gathered in the rain during an outdoor Mass in Mariazell, Austria, Sept. 8.

In Austria, pope

sticks to core theme

of Christian values

byJOHNTHAVIS
catholic news service

VIENNA, Austria— On a

three-day pilgrimage toAustria,

Pope Benedict XVI brought a

core theme of his pontificate to

Central Europe, warning that

a drift away from Christian

values is leaving society

unfulfilled, less charitable and

without a real future.

Although the pope's events

during the Sept. 7-9 visit were

low-key, his message was not.

To diverse audiences of

Catholic faithful, politicians,

church ministers and
volunteers, he argued that

Europe risks adopting a godless

vision that will inevitably

lead to a spiritual, social and

demographic dead end.

One of the pope's most

telling speeches came in

See AUSTRIA, page 5

2007 Eucharistic Congress pull-out section

Photo by Deacon Gerald Potkay

Bishop Peter J. Jugis leads a eucharistic procession through Charlotte Oct. 7, 2006.

This year's Eucharistic Congress takes place Sept. 21-22. See pages

Passing down the faith

National Catechetical Sunday recognizes

vital role of teachers of the faith

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — If you
can recite the Apostles' Creed,

have ever received a sacrament

or know the names of the four

Gospel writers, then Sept.

16 is the perfect day to thank

a catechist.

"We can't depend only

on an 8-minute homily to

fully convey the teaching of

the church," said Dr. Cris

Villapando, director ofdiocesan

faith formation.

"We also need the

involvement of catechists,"

he said.

Each year, the U.S.
Conference ofCatholic Bishops

designates the third Sunday
in September as National

Catechetical Sunday.

See FAITH, page 6
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In Brief

Senate votes on abortion;

Vatican news

I
PAGES 2-3

Culture Watch

New book on Mother Teresa;

Scripture readings

I PAGE 11

Braided

together
'Why Catholic!' explores

God's revelation

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ARDEN— Catholics from

around the Diocese ofCharlotte

recently studied the interrelated

aspects of Jesus, Scripture

See WORKSHOPS, page 13

Perspectives

Rabbi's Catholic heroes;

church's divine elements

I
PAGES 14-15
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Current and upcomina topics

from around tne worm to your
own backyard

RAISING BREAD AND HOPE

M

CNS PHOTO BY Marylynn G. HEWin, Michigan Catholic

Edward Collins, a former inmate, prepares to put a pan of rye bread dough into the oven at the ROPE

house in late May in Detroit.

Capuchin bakery project: Beyond

feeding poor to 'saving generations'
DETROIT (CNS) — After 23 years

in food service, from training as a sous-

chef at a Detroit hotel to working in

prison kitchens, Edward Collins feh he

had something to offer after his fourth

release from prison on robbery and theft

charges — if he could find someone

willing to take a chance.

"I was ready to give back. I'd been

taking for so long," said Collins, who had

spent 33 of his 58 years incarcerated.

He knew nothing about the work of

the Capuchins when he went to the soup

kitchen where they handed out bread

during the Great Depression. These days,

the Capuchins are helping some of the

most unemployable by teaching them to

bake bread and other pastries.

Or, as Collins puts it, "Instead ofjust

feeding us, they are saving generations."

Capuchin Father Ray Stadmeyertook a

chance on Collins. For nine years the priest

has been a chaplain at two soup kitchens.

Recently, he said, passing out bread and

meals didn't seem to be enough.

"We needed to do something that's

proactive in people's lives," he said.

In 2006, a bakery owner offered to

teach the homeless to bake. For a few

Saturdays she taught cookie-making

and then bread-baking. By then Father

Stadmeyer knew there was something

about baking and changing lives. That's

when Collins came along.

After volunteering to bake a few

Saturdays, the former prisoner found

something he'd been seeking: "To be

able to come here and be accepted, well,

it means a lot to a guy to be accepted."

His food industry experience "really

changed the whole tone for us," Father

Stadmeyer said.

It also changed the focus of the

baking employment project and became
the foundation for the ROPE (Reaching

Our Potential Everyday) program.

There are now four men involved—
three have been incarcerated and one just

left an alcohol rehabilitation program.

Collins bakes full time, the other three

bake part time while working on their

lives through counseling. Alcoholics

Anonymous or Narcotics Anonymous, or

completing their education.

They bake pies, cookies, breads,

muffins and rolls, selling the goods at

parishes throughout the Archdiocese

of Detroit. The four men, all formerly

homeless, live in a house paid for by part

ofwhat they earn selling baked goods.

Each of the men has made a one-

year commitment to ROPE. Volunteers

from local parishes come in each week,

wrapping baked goods and working in

the kitchen. The volunteer program "just

evolved," the priest said. "They have

been a godsend."

Father Stadmeyer says the reason

he gives ex-cons and addicts a chance is

"because God gives them a chance. And
that's where Jesus would be going— to the

people struggling the most to get it right."

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzima
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Senate votes on abortion praised,

faulted by U.S. bishops' spokeswoman
WASHINGTON — A U.S. bishop's

spokeswoman praised the Senate's recent

vote to maintain the longstanding federal

law against any involvement in coercive

abortion programs overseas.

Deirdre McQuade, director

of planning and information for the

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops'

Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities, also

faulted the Senate for voting to overturn

the federal government's Mexico City

policy, which denies U.S. funds to

agencies that perform and promote
abortion as a method of family plarming

in developing countries.

Both votes occurred during the Sept.

6 debate on the State Department and

foreign operations funding bill.

The Senate voted 48-45 to restore the

Kemp-Kasten amendment, which bans

support for organizations that themselves

support or help manage programs using

coerced abortion and sterilization.

"I commend the Senate for refijsing

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE — Immaculate
Conception Church, 208 7th Ave. West., will

host a five-day mission Sept. 15-19 at 7 p.m.

Deacon Norm Carroll will speak on "Accepting

the Spirit of Vatican II. " Other mission topics

include the Bible, conscience, personal fi'eedom

and calling to greatness. We explore these

topics in a deeply spiritual setting where at its

conclusion you will be closer to Jesus and his

church. For more information, call the faith

formation office at (828) 697-7420.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Thomas Church, 1400

Suther Rd., will present "The Acts of the

Apostles" Wednesdays, 10-11:30 a.m., through

Nov. 14. This study program will include

individual study, small-group discussions

and taped lectures. For registration and more

information, call Mary at (704) 948-8285 or

Angela at (704) 400-8517.

CHARLOTTE — In keeping with the theme

of this year's Eucharistic Congress, "To Know
Jesus Christ," Catholics from Charlotte parishes

will gather on the steps of St. Peter Church,

507 S. Tryon St., Sept. 22 at 6 p.m. for the

Third Annual Blanket Banquet to reach out

to our homeless brothers and sisters. We
will share a simple meal with invited guests

from Charlotte Rescue Mission and Urban

Ministries while distributing blankets, coats

and undergarments to help them prepare for the

cold weather to come. Donations of coats and

blankets are needed. All are welcome. For more

information or to volunteer with the banquet.
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to participate in such atrocities against

vulnerable women and their children in

the developing world," said McQuade
"At the same time, it is disconcerting to

think that this was considered debatable

at all— and that the vote was so close.

By a vote of 41-53, the Senate voted

to negate the Mexico City policy.

"I am extremely disheartened to

see our Senators reject the Mexico City

Policy," said McQuade.
Instituted in 1984 by President

Ronald Reagan, the policy was rescinded

by President Bill Clinton in 1993 and

reinstated by President George W. Bush

in 2001.

President Bush has said he wouM
veto a foreign operations budget that

doesn't include the Mexico City policy.

"We hope and expect that due to his

pledge, and the pledge by many members
of Congress to uphold such a veto, the

Mexico City policy will be preserved in

law this year," said McQuade.

call Linda Flynn (704) 366-9889 or e-mail

flynnlin7@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host a Christian

Coffeehouse Sept. 1 5, 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the Banquet

Room of the New Life Center. Single and married

adults are invited for an evening of contemporary

Christian music, food and fellowship. For more

information, call Kathy Bartlett at (704) 400-2213

or e-mail kschwabent@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE — The Refugee Resettlement

Office of Catholic Social Services will host a

second Refugee Forum Sept. \1 dXl p.m. at the

Levine Jewish Community Center in Shalom Park,

5007 Providence Rd. This event will focus on the

work of resettlement agencies, how they operate

and explain specific volunteer opportunities.

Also, business owners and managers who have

hired refugees will speak about the positive

influence they bring to their workforce. Refiigee

Resettlement Office employment specialists will

be on hand to answer questions. At 8:15 p.m., a

live interview with Ishmael Beah, author of the

New York Times bestseller "A Long Way Gone:

Memoirs ofa Boy Soldier," detailing his childhood

experiences fighting a civil war in Sierra Leone

will be broadcast via satellite. For more info, call

Mary Jane Bruton at (704) 370-3283 or e-mail

mjbruton@charlottediocese.org.

CHARLOTTE — James Morgan, an expert

in contemplative prayers, will present

"Understanding Contemplative Prayer" Sept. 19,

7-9 p.m. in the Allen Center of St. Ann Church,

3635 Park Rd. For details, call the church office at

(704) 523-4641, ext 221.

CHARLOTTE — St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon

St., will host "Men's Spirituality" the second and

fourth Tuesday of each month at 12 p.m. The

hour-long meetings will include silence, prayer

and faith sharing. The reading for Sept. 25 is Luke

16:19-31; and Chapter 4: The Sermon on the
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope mourns death of Pavarotti,

praises Italian tenor for his talent
MODENA, Italy (CNS) — Pope

Benedict XVI mourned the death of

Luciano Pavarotti and praised the ItaHan

tenor for his extraordinary talent.

In a telegram sent to Archbishop

Benito Cocchi of Modena-Nonantola,

the pope offered his condolences for the

death of this "great artist who honored

the divine gift of music through his

extraordinary interpretative talent."

The archbishop read aloud the

telegram Sept. 8 during the Catholic

funeral Mass held in the city's cathedral,

where Pavarotti had sung as a child in

the choir.

Thousands of mourners turned out

for the ceremony to honor Pavarotti, who
died Sept. 6 at the age of 71 after a long

battle with pancreatic cancer.

Former U.N. Secretary-General Kofi

Annan was present for the fiineral along

with Italian Prime Minister Romano
Prodi, numerous Italian pop stars, and U2

Mount. (Pope Benedict's "Jesus of Nazareth").

For more information, call Michael LaVecchia at

(704) 363-7729 or Kevin Bezner at (704) 907-3875

or e-mail mjl@seafoods.com.

CHARLOTTE— Deepen your faith this fall with

"Lunchtime Spirituality" at St. Peter Church,

12-12:45 p.m., in the Annex, 507 S. Tryon St.

Bring your lunch, listen to a talk on spirituality and

participate in a short prayer session— a great way
to renew during the workweek and to prepare for

Advent and Christmas. The topic for Sept. 20 is

St. Bernard of Clairvaux's "On Conversion."

For more information, call the office at

(704) 332-2901.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

fflGH POINT — Free Italian Classes will be

offered at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,

4145 Johnson St., Wednesdays through Nov. 7,

7-8 p.m. All class materials are furnished. For

more information, e-mail Gianfranco Vettor at

gvettor@yahoo.com or call Larry Kwan at

(336) 688-1220 or e-mail hlkwan@lexcominc.net.

HIGH POINT — Free Spanish Classes will be

offered at Immaculate Heart ofMary Church, 4145

Johnson St., Thursdays through Nov. 1, 7-8:30

p.m. All class materials are furnished. For more
information, call Nancy Skee at (336) 884-0522 or

e-mail nsskee@hotmail.com or call Larry Kwan at

(336) 688-1220 or e-mail hlkwan@lexcominc.net.

HICKORY VICARIATE

MORGANTON — The Cursillo Movement of

tlie Diocese of Charlotte is hosting a diocesan-

wide Grand Ultreya at Steel Creek Parka and

Campgrounds Sept. 29, 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis will celebrate Mass at

12 p.m. Please bring covered dish and a 2-liter

drink. Other events include guitar music, group

reunion, spiritual talks and hiking/nature trails for

children. For more information and directions, call

Kathy Hack at (704) 548-1834.

MORGANTON — Dr. Ronda Chervin and
Annette McMahon will facilitate a planning

singer Bono. Pavarotti was divorced and

remarried; his first wife of more than 30

years, his widow and his children were

also present.

Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli and

Bulgarian soprano Raina Kabaivanska

sang for the funeral ceremony.

In his homily. Archbishop Cocchi

praised the artist who also "expressed

himself in charity for those who suffered."

Through his annual "Pavarotti and

Friends" charity concerts, Pavarotti

performed with pop stars like Elton

John, Sting and Bono, raising money
for victims of war and poverty. He also

performed benefit concerts for refugees,

the poor and victims of natural disasters.

His internationally recognized

generosity often overshadowed tax

evasion scandals back home. He was
convicted ofdodging Italian tax payments

in 1999 and was acquitted after a second

charge in 2001.

meeting for "Widows Journeying Together With

Jesus" at St. Charles Borromeo Church, 728

West Union St., Sept. 29, beginning with Mass
at 9 a.m. followed by the meeting, 10-11:30

a.m. For more information call Annette at (336)

433-0935 or Dr. Chervin at 828- 413-4624.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY— St. William Church, 765 Andrews

Rd., offers a monthly Adult Faith Formation

Experience to promote the development of the

faith education. Frank Villaronga, director of

diocesan evangelization and ministry formation,

will present "The First 300 Years ofthe Catholic

Church" Sept. 18 at 7 p.m. The program will

explore how the beliefs and practices of the

early church promote understanding of current

practices. For more information, call Michelle

Calascione at (828) 837-2000 or e-mail

stwilliamfaithformation@msn.com.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM— Spirit ofAssisi presents

the Wednesday Lunch Series, 12:30-1:15 p.m.,

at the Fatima Chapel, 21 1 W. Third St. Enjoy a

light lunch and free presentations on a variety of

topics. Franciscan Father Joseph Madden will

present "Centering Prayer" Sept. 19. Beverly

Isley-Landreth, a clinical chaplain, will present

"Chi Kung Meditation as Prayer" Sept. 26.You
may call ahead to indicate your attendance, but

walk-ins are welcome. For more information,

e-mail Sister Kathy Ganiel at spiritofassisi@

bellsouth.net or call (336) 723-1092.

Is your parish sponsoring a free event

open to the general public? Deadline

for all submissions for the Diocesan

Planner is 15 days prior to desired

publication date. Submit in writing to

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Sept. 15— 4 p.m.

50th anniversary jubilee Mass

St. Gabriel Church, Charlotte

Sept. 21-22

Eucharistic Congress

Charlotte Convention Center, Charlotte

Sept. 25— 1 :30 p.m.

Building Commission meeting

Pastoral Center, Charlotte

Sept. 26 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Charlotte

New Vatican official wants cultural

duel to become duet of dialogue
VATICAN CITY (CNS)— The new

head of the Pontifical Council for Culture

said he wants to help turn the duel

between different cultures and religions

into a harmonious duet of dialogue and

understanding.

Msgr. Gianfranco Ravasi, a noted

biblical scholar and former prefect of

the Milan Archdiocese's Ambrosian
Library, was appointed by Pope Benedict

XVI Sept. 3 to replace the long-serving

council president, French Cardinal Paul

Poupard. Msgr. Ravasi will be ordained

an archbishop in late September.

The pope accepted the resignation

of the 77-year-old cardinal, who was a

leader of the council since its creation by

Pope John Paul II in 1982.

Pope Benedict also appointed

Archbishop-designate Ravasi, 64,

president of the pontifical commissions

for the Cultural Heritage of the Church

and for Sacred Archeology.

Archbishop-designate Ravasi said

he would continue the council's work
of using culture as a bridge for dialogue

between people of other faiths and
traditions.

The concept ofa clash ofcivilizations

has to be abandoned, he said Sept. 3.

Instead of cultures and religions

engaging in a "duel," they should be part

of a "duet, like in music, when two voices

remain different, but harmonious," he

said.

The great urgency today is to

rediscover unity in a fi-agmented and

sectarian world, he said. Just as one

diamond has numerous faces, today

that diamond has been "shattered, (and)

everyone is looking at his fragment

convinced of possessing the truth."

Archbishop-designate Ravasi said he

also would like to boost dialogue through

the use of the Internet.

Pope John Paul created the Pontifical

Council for Culture with the aim of

helping the world's cultures encounter

the message of the Gospel. He named
then-Archbishop Poupard head of the

new council's executive committee and

president of the council six years later.

Remembering Mother Teresa

CNS PHOiu 01 ncuicni

Volunteers, slum dwellers and nuns from the Missionaries of Charity gather beside the tomb of Blessed

Mother Teresa for a special prayer in Calcutta, India, on the 1 0th anniversary of her death Sept. 5. Mother

Teresa founded the Missionaries of Charity in 1 950. The order now has a worldwide presence in serving

those who suffer, including the homeless, the dying and AIDS victims.

E-mail scam targets Catholics, church institutions
CAPE TOWN, South Afi-ica (CNS)

—A new spam scam targeting Catholics

and church institutions promises
recipients that they are among 1 GO people

worldwide chosen at random to receive

$650,000 fi-om the Catholic Church in

Italy "for your own personal, educational

and business development."

The grants are supposedly designed

"to make a notable change in the standard

ofliving ofpeople all around the universe."

Recipients are urged to contact "the

church executive secretary"— sometimes

named as Sister Abrielle Gallo, at other

times a Miss Mary Pepe — to receive

"your donation pin number, which you
will use in collecting the funds."

No such grant program exists, and

the church does not allocate donations

randomly or by lottery, as the e-mail

suggests. An almost identical e-mail

purports to be from the "eglise catholique

en France," the Catholic Church in

France. According to the Web site wvm.

hoax-slayer.com, such communications

are "bait used by scammers to trick

victims into replying to the e-mail. If

the scammers receive a reply, they will

begin an ongoing correspondence with

their potential victim via e-mail, phone

or letter. Eventually, the scammers will

request that the victim pay various fees,

supposedly required to allow the 'grant'

to be released or delivered."

Requests for fees will likely continue

until the victim realizes that he or she has

been duped. The victim may also be tricked

into providing a large amount of personal

iiiformation that could be subsequently

used to steal his or her identity.

"While Christian organizations such

as the Catholic Church do regularly

donate funds to various worthy causes,

they DO NOT randomly grant large

sums of money to total strangers chosen

solely via an e-mail address or the name
on a shopping invoice. Any such claim is

simply ludicrous," the Web site says.
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Catholic radio coming to

Diocese of Charlotte

RADIO, from page 1

programming on Sunday mornings,

6-9 a.m.

Bob Loughlin, a board member of

Sacred Heart Communications, said the

venture has been guided by the Holy

Spirit from the start.

"This will bring the Catholic faith

out from the four walls of our churches

and into the cars and homes of many
households the diocese," he said.

WDYT radio is new to many
radio listeners in the diocese. It was
originally licensed to Kings Mountain

but a new owner has moved the station

to Charlotte.

The station's signal has been boosted

significantly from 1,000 to 25,000 watts.

It now can be heard from Spartanburg

and Rock Hill, S.C., to Monroe and

Davidson, N.C.

Deacon Robert Murphy, a permanent

deacon at St. Mark Church in Himtersville

and a board member of Sacred Heart

Communications, said the three-hour

program is only the begiiming.

"Our goal is to have our ovwi radio

station that broadcasts in both Spanish

and English throughout the diocese," he

said.

The first program will feature

highlights of the Eucharistic Congress,

taking place at the Charlotte Convention

Center Sept. 21-22.

Future programs will include

interviews with Catholics in the diocese

and stories about upcoming events of

interest to Catholics.

Loughlin says programming also

will be supplied by the Eternal World

Television Network (EWTN), the largest

religious media network in the world

WANT MORE INFO? •

To learn more about Sacred Heart

Communications, visit www.
sacredheartcommunications.org.

135,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOVR COMPANY*S name here?

how ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too! /S^tiic j 1 1 •

vl^atholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now!

Is He calling you by name?
How WILL YOU ANSWER?

The Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne
invite single Catholic women, between 18-50, to attend our

Discernment Weekend - Octeber 5-7, 2007

me:For information: Sr. Alma Marie at: 914.769.4794 (0114)
or E Mail: SrAlmaMarie@aol.com

Rosary Hill, 600 Linda Avenue, Hawthorne, NY 10532 ^ ^/www.hawthorne-dominicans.org

ATTENTION READERS!

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?
Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people who
are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us.

Contact Staff Writer Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or kaevans@chariottediocese.org.

You 're Invited!

Room At The Inn's

Thirteenth Annual Fundraising Banquet

Charlotte Convention Center

Thursday, October 11, 2007

Featured Speaker

FOX News Channel's

Judge

Andrew P. Napoiitano

Judge Napoiitano appears daily on The Big Story with

John Gibson, co-hosts FOX and Friends once a week and

is a regular on The O'Reilly Factor. A graduate of Notre Dame Law School, he is

informative, entertaining and absolutely pro-life!

Registration/Reception, 5:30 pm— Seating for Dinner, 6:30 pm
Reservations are FREE, but required.

To make a reservation or to host a table of 8, contact Banquet Reservations at

(704) 525-4673, ext. 10 or iroomattheinn@carolina.rr.com by September 17th.

Room At The Inn, Inc. is a Catholic maternity and aiter-caie program for pregnant

mothers in Charlotte, N.C. Please visit our website, www.rati.org, for more information

on our pro-life programs.

Travel with your Catholic Chaplain: Fr. Georpe Almeida

24 Days - Cruise Caribbean,

Europe + Holland, Belgium

& Paris Land Tour
Save on this Repositioning Cruise from $1999*

Departs March 29. 2008! Visit Amsterdam Tulip Fields

!

MSG Cruise Lines has to get the new "state-of-the-art" LIRICA from Ft. Lauderdale to

Amsterdam. Take advantage of this exclusive Your Man' Tours vacation package departing

March 29, 2008. You'll spend 18 days and nights sailing to San Juan, Puerto Rico; St. John,

Antigua; Ft. de France, Martinique; Funchal, Madeira Island; Vigo, Spain; Le Havre, France;

and Dover, England. Your 5-day motor coach tour includes sightseeing in Amsterdam to visit

the tulip fields at the best time of year and visit to the Keukenhof National Flower Exhibition.

Next Antwerp, Belgium with optional tours to WWII battlefields (Battle of the Bulge). Travel to

Paris. In route tour Bruges, Belgium including a canal cruise in this middle ages city. Spend

three nights in Paris. Sightseeing includes Notre Dame, Eiffel Tower, Louvre Museum and

more! *Prices per person, double occupancy start at only $1999. Add $348 port charges,

taxes and govemment fees. Add $1,000 airfare from Charlotte. Family & friends welcome.

Space is limited and $100 deposits are now due!

MASS CELEBRATED MOST DAYS!

For information, reservations, and brochure call 7 days a week

'YOUR MAN' TOURS toiifree 1-800-968-7626
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In Austria, pope emphasizes

core Christian values

AUSTRIA, from page 1

Vienna on the first day of his trip, when
he addressed a group that included

scores of international diplomats and

representatives.

Instead of covering the usual list of

global trouble spots, the pope made a

strong pro-life appeal, zeroing in on the

problems of abortion and euthanasia.

Beyond the moral issue of the taking

of innocent life, the pope raised a wider

question: whether Europe, with its low

birth rate and rapidly aging population,

is "giving up on itself."

He hammered home the same theme

the next day, telling 30,000 people at

the Marian sanctuary of Mariazell,

"Europe has become child-poor: We
want everything for oiirselves and place

little trust in the fiiture."

His sermon at Mariazell also focused

on the modem tensions among religious

truth, interreligious sensitivity and the

fear of intolerance. It's an issue he raised

a year ago in Regensburg, Germany, in

a speech that drew criticism because of

comments about Islam.

This time, the pope avoided specific

remarks about other religions, but

insisted that the church can and must
proclaim Christ as the universal savior.

"This does not mean that we despise

other religions, nor are we arrogantly

absolutizing our own ideas," he said.

Rather, he said, it means the

church will never accept an "attitude

of resignation" toward the truth, the

assumption that truth cannot be known. It

is this attitude that "lies at the heart ofthe

crisis of the West, the crisis of Europe,"

he said.

Christian charity

The pope then emphasized a point

that has become a touchstone of his

pontificate: the Christian conviction that

"at the origin ofeverything is the creative

reason of God." This is the principle that

has shaped Europe's history and must

orient its fiature, he said.

More than once, the pope stressed

that Christianity is not merely a "moral

code" but a religion that embodies love

ofGod and neighbor. In his final meeting

in Austria, the pope applied this vision

CRUISE ONLY(
FOR $2,46a

The Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to leave winter behind and explore the

SOUTHERN eaRIBBEAN
and the PftNAMA eANAL

January 31 - February II, 2008
Join Fr. Mo West and cruise from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

aboard Holland America's luxury ship ms Yolendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach
hammock, learn about Bahamian culture
* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a
submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in
architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy
beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jvmgle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native
markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!

*Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES airfare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ ship transfers, taxes, porterage and
all port charges! Optional: Arrange your own travel to Florida and save!

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332

CNS PHOTO BY Vatican Pool via Reuters

Pope Benedict XVI receives roses from pilgrims during the opening ceremony of his visit in Am Hof

Square in Vienna, Austria, Sept. 7.

to the practical area of volunteer charity

work, which he said touches the heart of

the Christian message.

The pope said this kind of personal,

selfless activity cannot simply be

delegated to the state or the market

economy— in fact, he said, in a "culture

which would calculate the cost of

everything," Christian charity "shatters

the rules of a market economy."

It was a strong reminder of a point

the pope made in his 2006 encyclical,

"Deus Caritas Esf ("God Is Love"), that

states social policies can never replace

the personal commitment of individuals.

Teaching with an edge

By design, none of the papal events

in Austria were big ones and, thanks

in part to steady rain, the low crowd
expectations proved correct.

But most of the pope's appearances

were televised, and Austrian church

sources believe the trip's impact will be

felt in the discussion and reflection that

follow his departure.

One important factor was that the

German pope spoke their language and

felt at home in Austria, a country that

despite internal church problems remains

about 75 percent Catholic.

The pope did not directly take up

the problems — including seminary

sex scandals and tensions over church

teachings— that have left some Catholics

alienated from the Catholic Church in

recent years.

He alluded to them in remarks

to reporters on his plane from Rome,
saying he was grateful to those who
have remained faithful despite the

difficulties and that he hoped to help

"heal the wounds."

Instead, the pope stuck to more basic

Christian themes, as he has throughout

his pontificate. He offered beautifully

crafted sermons on the power of prayer,

the importance of Sunday Mass, and

even the modem relevance of poverty,

chastity and obedience in religious life.

These are eminently religious

themes that do not usually produce

front-page headlines around the world.

But they reflect one of the big reasons

Pope Benedict was elected in 2005:

The cardinals felt he was the man who
could revitalize the church at its base,

especially in Europe.

The Austrian visit saw Pope
Benedict in the teaching role he loves.

It is teaching with an edge, however—
the edge of a pastor concerned about

the future of the faith on Christianity's

home ground.

Abbqtswqod Se^n

Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^M
reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement ^8'^
living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Mondi-to-mondi rentals widi NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 i^BBOTSWOOD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com



"We want to keep reminding people of the importance of religious education and the urgency of the ministry."

National Catechetical Sunday
recognizes faith teachers

— Dr. Cris Villapando

FAITH, from page 1

A tradition several decades old, this

national event celebrates the handing

down of the Catholic faith through

the generations.

The theme of this year's National

Catechetical Sunday is "Catechesis:

Encountering the Living Christ."

"It is always important to remember
that the encounter with Christ calls us

to a deeper, more personal relationship

with the risen Christ," said Father James

Hawker, pastor of St. Luke Church in

Mint Hill and vicar for education in the

Diocese of Charlotte.

Just as Catholic Schools Week
highlights the achievement ofthe Catholic

school system. National Catechetical

Sunday celebrates the teaching of the

faith through children's faith formation,

sacramental preparation, RCIA, lectures,

retreats and countless other means of

teaching the Catholic faith.

"We want to keep reminding people

of the importance of religious education

and the urgency of the ministry,"

said Villapando.

"Without catechesis, the Catholic

faith would not be properly handed
down," he said.

Villapando believes catechesis is

the key to the vibrancy of the church,

and there must be an explicit effort to

promote catechesis of adults.

"They are the axis around which all

religious education revolves," he said.

The overall aim of all catechesis

is to form Christ-like disciples,

Villapando said.

"We can't afford to have 'ministry

fatigue' — the stakes are too high,"

Villapando said. "Without vibrant

catechesis, we would have 'hollow'

people who attend Mass, but have no

substance to their faith."

In the Diocese of Charlotte, there

are approximately 6,000 catechists, plus

another 500 participants in the "Why
Catholic?" program, which fosters

evangelization though small Christian

communities.

Nearly 30,000 children, youth
and adults are enrolled in faith

formation programs.

"In essence, everyone in the diocese

benefits from catechesis, through lectures

and other special programs, homilies,

even the conversations in the family

car on the way home from Mass, when
children share what they learned in faith

formation class," Villapando said.

Shareyour day and lunch nAthfiimds!

CSS
Cathdic Soaal Services

Dioceseof Charfottr

FOUR DATES & LOCATIONS
TO CHOOSE FROM!

Tuesday, Oct. 9 - St. Barnabas, Arden - 10 am - 3 pm

Deadline for registration: Monday, Oct. 1

Presenter and Mass celebrant: Fr Kiernan Neilson

Thursday, Oct. 11 - St. James, Hamlet - 10:30 am - 3 pm

Deadline for registration: Monday, Oct. 1

Presenter and Mass Celebrant: Fr Joseph Koterski, SJ

Wednesday, Nov. 7 - St. Mark, Huntersville - 10:30 am - 3 pm

Deadline for registration: Monday, Oct. 29

Presenter and Mass Celebrant: Fr Frank O'Rourke

Thursday, Nov. 1 5 - Catholic Conference Center - 1 0 am - 3 pm

Deadline for registration: Friday, Nov. 2

Presenter and Mass celebrant: Rev. Msgr Mo West

Cost: $12 - includes coffee and snacks, and full lunch

Register as a group or individually by sending your check (payable to Catholic Social Services)

and your parish name to: Sandra Breakfield, CSS Elder Ministry

1123 S. Church St.

Charlotte NC 28203-4003

For more information call Sandra at 704-370-3220 or Sherill at 704-370-3228.

Courtesy Photo

Participants in the Couples for Christ formation program meet at St. Matthew Church in Charlotte in March

2007. Couples for Christ is a series of 1 2 presentations, each of which is examines the implications of

scriptural and doctrinal teachings. Faith formation is not restricted to children's program but attempts

to provide adult catechesis, which the U.S. bishops say is the "chief form of catechesis around which

all catechesis revolve."

Catechesis is not solely the sharing

of information; it is also the expansion of

the faith, knowledge ofthe catechism and

tools for applying it to one's daily life,

Villapando said.

"We are grateful for the spirit of

enthusiasm and the dedication of so many
parishioners, who eagerly assist adults,

youths and children as they continue

to encounter the living Christ through

the sacraments," said Father Hawker.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans
by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

RELATED COVERAGE
See page 1 5 for Father Hawker's column

on National Catechetical Sunday.

"The Problem of Dirty Hands"
presented

by Fr. Joseph Koterski, S.J.

Sponsored by the Offices of Family Life and

Justice and Peace of Catholic Social Services

Fr. Joseph Koterski, S.J., is a priest of the Society ofJesus (theJesuits), Professor of Philosophy at

Fordham University, and Editor-in-Chief of the scholarlyjournal International Philosophical

Quarterly He received his Ph.D. from St. Louis University and his M.Div. and S.T.L. from die

Weston School of Theology in Boston. He has authored and presented hundreds of puWications

and papers and twice has received Teacher of the Year Award from Fordham University.

Within a framework of Catholic moral teaching, Fr. Koterski will address such questions as: What do

we do when ourjob requires us to do something we find to be morally questionable? How close is

too close to be involved in an activity diat is morally wrong? What roles do a properly informed

conscience, free will, intentions, and the particular circumstances of a situation play in determining

whedier involvement in an immoral activity crosses a line that should not have been crossed?

Two dates and locations to choosefrom:

Monday, October 8 at 7 pm— (refreshments 6:30 p.m.)

Fellowship Hall, St. Paul the Apostle Church, Greensboro

Tuesday, October 9 at 7 pm— (refreshments 6:30 p.m.)

Family Center, St. Mark Church, Huntersville

Please register at 704-370-3228 or e-mail sabeason@charlottediocese.org.

(For further information: www.cssnc.org)

CSS
Cath(^ Social Services

Diocese of Charlotte
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THIRD DIOCESAN EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
SEPT. 21-22, 2007

CHAREOTTE CONVENTION CENTER

2007

T0 KNOW
JESUS eHRIS

T

To Know Jesus Christ'

BY BISHOP PETER J. JUGIS
BISHOP OF CHARLOTTE

Catholics across the Diocese of Charlotte once again

will have the opportunity to come together to celebrate

our faith in the Lord. The third diocesan Eucharistic

Congress, this year themed "To Know Jesus Christ,"

takes place at the Charlotte Convention Center on Friday,

September 21, and Saturday, September 22.

The response to our first two Eucharistic Congresses

in September 2005 and October 2006 was

overwhelmingly positive, so we made plans for a

third Congress to come together as one in praise and

worship of Our Lord.

The Eucharistic Congress is the one time of the year

when the entire Catholic family of the Diocese of

Charlotte — our priests, deacons, women religious,

seminarians and laity from our parishes, missions,

schools and ministries— has the opportunity to gather to

celebrate our oneness in Christ through the sacrament of

unity, the Holy Eucharist. Through our sharing in Christ's

body and blood, Christ makes us one in Him.

This year's Congress will begin with a Concert of

Sacred Choral Music, a nationally-known speaker and

all-night adoration on Friday, September 21.

On Saturday, September 22, we will start the day with

a Eucharistic Procession through the streets of uptown

Charlotte. When we process as one in adoration of Our

Lord, we make a beautiful and reverent statement of our

love for Jesus Christ. Similar to previous years, the

procession will go from St. Peter Church to the convention

center. Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin will deliver

the homily during the Holy Hour that follows.

We will then hear from an array of inspiring speakers.

Children, teens, adults and Hispanics have separate

programs, or "tracks," with messages specifically

directed to them. Adoration of Our Lord and the

sacrament of confession will be available. Special

cultural hours will be held for Filipino, Vietnamese

and Korean Catholics, as well as for college students and

young adults.

The day culminates with a vigil Mass for all, which I

will concelebrate with my brother priests. The vigil Mass

fulfills the Sunday Mass obligation.

On the following pages you will find more detailed

information, as well as a map of the procession route.

Other information is available at www.goEucharist.com.

The Congress is a beautiful opportunity for the people

of the diocese to come together "To Know Jesus Christ."

I look forward to seeing you and processing with you in

praise of Our Lord.
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Watching and participating in

the eucharistic procession

THE ROUTE

The eucharistic procession, led by Bishop Peter J. Jugis, will begin at 9 a.m. on Saturday,

SepL 22, at St. Peter Church, South Tryon Street and First Street (First communicants with

parent or guardian, clergy, religious and banner earners should gather on Tryon Street south

of St Peter Church at 8:30 a.m.)

The procession will head north on Tryon Street for three blocks, then turn east onto Third

Street forone block. The procession will then tum south onto College Street for three blocks,

ttwn tum east onto Stonewall Street to the Charlotte Convention Center.

People of the Diocese of Chailotte are encouraged to line the procession route.

TO PARTICIPATE

As the Blessed Sacrament comes near, it is the custom to be silent and kneel until the

monstrance passes.

After the Blessed Sacrament passes by, look for your parish's banner. When your parish

banner passes by, you may fall in atong with your parish to join in the procession. Once you

have connected with your parish group, simply join in the communal prayers or just pray

silently as the procession moves along.

When the procession arrives at the Chartotte Convention Center, move as directed by the

ushers to enter the main hall. Proceed to the seating area, joining in the singing until the

beginning of the Holy Hour.

Procession Map Legend

• PROCESSION STAGING AREA & PROCESSION CHECK-IN

• PROCESSION ENTRANCE INTO CONVENTION CENTER

• PROCESSION ROUTE

P) PARKING

Frequently asked questions

about the Eucharistic Congress

What is the Eucharistic Congress?

The Eucharistic Congress is a

teaching and worship event that is

centered on the Eucharist, the source and

summit of Catholic life.

What is the schedule ofevents?

The Congress begins Friday evening,

Sept. 21, with a concert of sacred choral

music and a talk by Father Benedict

Groeschel of the Franciscan Friars of

the Renewal. Father Groeschel is one of

the regular on-air contributors to various

programs on the Eternal Word Television

Network, based in Birmingham, Ala.

Afterward, the Eucharist will be

available for adoration throughout the

night at St. Peter Church, South Tryon

Street and First Street.

Events on Saturday, Sept. 22, begin

at 9 a.m., with the eucharistic procession

from St. Peter Church through downtown

Charlotte to the Charlotte Convention

Center, where there will be a holy hour.

Beginning at 11:30 a.m., there

are programs (or "tracks") for adults,

Hispanics, teens and children.

From 12:30 until 2:30 p.m. will

be culture hours in native languages

for Filipino, Korean and Vietnamese

Catholics.

At 3:30 p.m., there will be a concert

of sacred music.

During the day, the Eucharist will be

available for adoration in a special chapel

in the Charlotte Convention Center.

Priests will be available for confessions

all day and there will be an area for

vendors selling religious merchandise

and offering information about Catholic

vocations, religious organizations and

ministries, etc.

The Congress concludes with a Vigil

Mass that begins at 4:30 p.m.

EUCHARISTIP

Where does the ideafor a Eucharistic

Congress comefrom?

The first eucharistic congress was

held in Lille, France in 1881 under the

direction of Msgr. Gaston De Segur. In

time, eucharistic congresses developed

to their present international character.

The congress of 1908, which met

in London, was the first occasion on

which a representative of the pope had

entered England since the Protestant

Reformation. Two international

eucharistic congresses have been held in

the United States— Chicago in 1926 and

Philadelphia in 1976.

The Diocese of Charlotte celebrated

its first Eucharistic Congress in

September 2005.

Who is allowed to takepart in the

procession?

Everyone. -Leading the procession

will be altar servers, organized societies

including the Knights of Columbus,

clergy and most importantly, the

Eucharist. Following the Eucharist will

be baimer carriers representing churches,

schools and organizations in the Diocese

of Charlotte.

The faithfiil are invited to join the

procession as the baimer for their church

or organization passes by.

What ifI am handicapped or unable to

walk in the procession?

The Charlotte Convention Center

is handicapped-accessible. In addition,

individuals with handicaps and those

who choose not to walk in the procession

are invited to witness part of the

procession on the video screens in the

Convention Center. Music and clergy

will be available in this location until the

eucharistic procession arrives.

a
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Directions to the

Eucharistic Congress

DIRECTIONS FROM INTERSTATE 77

At exit 9, turn RIGHT onto Ramp

1-277 / US-74 / Wilkinson Blvd / John Belk Frwy / West Blvd

At exit 9B, take Ramp (RIGHT) onto 1-277 N/US-74 E / John Belk Frwy

Turn RIGHT onto Ramp

College St / Caldwell St / Downtown

Take Ramp (RIGHT) onto S College St

College St / Downtown

An-ive Charlotte Convention Center, 501 S College St, Charlotte, NC 28202,

(704) 339-6000

DIRECTIONS FROM INTERSTATE 85-NORTH

At exit 36 of Interstate 85- North, turn RIGHT onto Ramp

NC-16 / Brookshire Blvd / US-74 E / Downtown

Take Ramp (RIGHT) onto SR-16 [Brookshire Blvd]

NC-16 / Charlotte / Bank of America Stadium

Road name changes to 1-277 [SR-16]

At exit IE, turn RIGHT onto Ramp

Stonewall St / South Blvd / Kenilworth Ave

Keep RIGHT to stay on Ramp

Stonewall St / Kenilworth Ave

Turn LEFT (North-West) onto E Stonewall St

Turn RIGHT (North-East) onto S College St

Arrive Charlotte Convention Center, 501 S College St, Charlotte, NC 28202,

(704)339-6000

DIRECTIONS FROM INTERSTATE 85-SOUTH

At exit 38 of Interstate 85 South, turn RIGHT onto Ramp

1-77 / US-21 / Statesville / Columbia

Take Ramp (LEFT) onto 1-77 [US-21]

1-77 /US-21 /Columbia

At exit 9, turn RIGHT onto Ramp

1-277 / US-74 / Wilkinson Blvd / John Belk Frwy / West Blvd

At exit 9C, keep LEFT to stay on Ramp

At exit 9B, take Ramp (RIGHT) onto 1-277 [US-74]

1-277 /US-74 /John Belk Frwy

Turn RIGHT onto Ramp

College St / Caldwell St / Downtown

Take Ramp (RIGHT) onto S College St

College St / Downtown

Anive Charlotte Convention Center, 501 S College St, Charlotte, NC 28202,

(704) 339-6000

'4

What ifit rains?

The Eucharistic Congress will be

held rain or shine. The procession may
be moved into the Charlotte Convention

Center depending on the weather.

Where can Ipark?

There is ample parking around the

Charlotte Convention Center. Since the

Congress takes place on a weekend,
traffic will be minimal but allowing extra

time for parking is advised.

What is being done to provide a secure

environmentfor the children in the

Children's Track?

The Diocese of Charlotte is

committed to the "Charter for the

Protection of Children and Young
People" as adopted by the U.S. bishops.

All adult volunteers at the Eucharistic

Congress who will have supervisory

contact with children will be required to

attend the diocesan training, "Protecting

God's Children." Background checks will

also be performed on any adult having

supervisory contact with children.

Who is speaking at the Eucharistic

Congress?

For the list of dynamic, inspiring

speakers, see pages 10 and 16 of this

week's The Catholic News & Herald,

or visit the speakers' page of the

Eucharistic Congress Web site at

www.GoEucharist.com.

Will there be a Mass at the Eucharistic

Congress?

Yes. A Vigil Mass will be celebrated

at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 22.

Is there a charge to attend the

Eucharistic Congress?

There is no charge for any of the

events associated with the Eucharistic

Congress. Everyone who desires a

closer relationship to the Eucharist is

encouraged to attend and participate.

The Diocese of Charlotte is accepting

contributions to defray the cost of staging

the congress. To donate, visit www.
GoEucharist.com, or you may contribute

at the Eucharistic Congress.

Willfood be served?

The Charlotte Convention Center

will offer a variety of food for sale

throughout the day. Lunch will be

provided at no charge for the children

attending the Children's Track session.

Before and after the congress,

attendees may want to take advantage

of the many restaurants, hotels

and attractions that are within easy

walking distance of the Charlotte

Convention Center.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis carries a monstrance in the

eucharistic procession during the 2005 Eucharistic

Congress in Charlotte.
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FRIDAY, SEPT. 21

Father Benedict Groeschel of the

Franciscan Friars of the Renewal

"What the Presence of Christ Means

in Your Life"

Father Groeschel is director of the

spiritual development office for the

Archdiocese ofNew York and a program

host on the Eternal World Television

Network, based in Birmingham, Ala.

Father Groeschel earned his

doctorate in psychology from New
York's Columbia University in 1971. He
has taught at Fordham University, lona

College, and MaryknoU Seminary.

He founded, and is on the staff of,

Trinity Retreat, a center in New York for

prayer and study for clergy.

Cardinal John J. O'Coimor of New
York appointed him postulator of the

cause of canonization for Cardinal

Terence J. Cooke in 1984. For 14 years.

Father Groeschel was chaplain of the

Children's Village in Dobbs Ferry, New
York, a residential school for at-risk boys.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 22

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin, who
retired as bishop of Charlotte in 2002,

will deliver the homily during the

eucharistic Holy Hour and Benediction

on Saturday morning.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis, a Charlotte native

and the fourth bishop of Charlotte,

will offer welcoming remarks at the

conclusion of the Saturday morning
Eucharistic Holy Hour.

GENERAL TRACK, SATURDAY

Father Leo Patalinghug

"Mary as Magnifier for Jesus"

Father Patalinghug, the break-

dancing and martial-arts guru, is making
his third return visit to the Eucharistic

Congress and will speak in both the

General Track and the Teen Track.

Father Patalinghug is associate

pastor at St. John Church in Westminster,

Md., and spiritual director ofthe Cursillo

movement of Baltimore.

He is host of the public television

program, "Grace Before Meals," and was
recently appointed to serve as director

of pastoral field education at Mount St.

Mary's Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md.

Patrick Madrid

"A Course in Eucharistic Miracles"

Madrid, a popular Catholic apologist

and author, is editor of Envoy magazine,

a journal of Catholic apologetics.

Well-known in apologetics — the

study concerned with the systematic

defense of Catholicism — since 1987,

Madrid was vice president of Catholic

Answers and helped co-found that

apostolate's flagship magazine, This

Rock, in January 1990.

Steve Ray

"They Recognized Him in the Breaking of the

Bread"

Ray, a convert to Catholicism, is

an author and regular guest on Catholic

Answers Live, a daily call-in radio

program, and "The Journey Home" on

EWTN; he also has appeared on many
other radio and television programs,

including Fox News.

Ray is writer, producer and host

of the 10-part video/DVD series, "The
Footprints of God: the Story of Salvation

from Abraham to Augustine," filmed

on location in the Holy Land and
surrounding countries.

Celebrating 25 or 50 years

of marriage this year?

Ifyou were married during 1957 or 1982,

you and yourfamily are invited to the

Annual Diocesan Anniversary Mass
at

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
in Charlotte

Sunday, October 28— 2pm

Please note: To receive an invitation, you

must call your parish office to register.

Sponsored by the Family Life Office

of Catholic Social Services

CSS

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Father Leo Patalinghug from Maryland uses martial arts to relay "spiritual combat" to teens at the 2005

Eucharistic Congress.

Helen M. Alvare

To Know Jesus Christ—A Catholic

Woman's Perspective"

Alvare is an associate professor

at the Columbus School of Law at

The Catholic University of America in

Washington, D.C.

She received her law degree from

Cornell University in 1984 and a master's

degree in theology from The Catholic

University ofAmerica in 1989.

Since 1987 she has worked for the

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,

first in the Office of General Counsel,

which acts as the source oflegal advice to

the USCCB and its committees, and later

as director of information and planning

for the U.S. bishops' pro-life office.

Alvare has testified on behalf of the

U.S. bishops before federal congressional

committees and lobbied members
of Congress on federal legislation

concerning abortion, health care and

welfare reform.

HISPANIC TRACK, SATURDAY

Hector Antonio Molina, Jr.

Molina is a dynamic Catholic

preacher and evangelist who has spoken

throughout the United States, Canada,

Latin America and the Caribbean for

more than 18 years.

For 11 years he served as pastoral

associate at St. John the Baptist Church

in Brooklyn. In 2003, he relocated to the

Archdiocese of St. Louis, Mo., where he

served as director of Hispanic ministry

for four years. This past Jime, Molina

was appointed by Archbishop Raymond
Leo Burke to serve as foimding director

of the newly established archdiocesan

Office of the New Evangelization.

Roberto Ramirez

Ramirez is an active member of a

community of lay persons known as the

Servants of the Living Christ, which was

founded by Father Emiliano Tardif, a

priest from Quebec.

He studied evangelization in Rome
and speaks throughout the United States,

Latin America and the Caribbean about

his encounter with the Lord in 1989,(

which impelled him to make radical

changes in his life.
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Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your (me. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you watting ai! day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your piombing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don"t have to

waste linte waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte
"

(704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3waypiumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: SEPT. 23, 2007

Vatican officials say new bool<

illustrates Mother Teresa's strength
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Vatican

officials said a new book detailing

Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta's long

"crisis of faith" illustrates her spiritual

strength in the face of doubt.

"This is a figure who had moments
of uncertainty and discouragement,

experiencing the classic dark night that

God gives to chosen people in order

to forge them on the road to holiness,"

said Spanish Cardinal Julian Herranz, a

member of the Congregation for Saints'

Causes, Aug. 26. "These moments of

crisis felt by great saints are normal and

in line with the church's tradition."

Even Christ experienced a similar

spiritual trial in the Garden ofGethsemane

and on the cross, he said.

Such moments of "weakness" are in

fact "the proofofthe greatness of faith of

Blessed Mother Teresa and take nothing

away from her holiness," he said.

Cardinal Herranz said the progress of

Mother Teresa's sainthood cause would
not be affected by the letters published

in the book.

Vatican and other church officials were

already familiar with the letters because

many were first published in 2002, and

in fact formed part of the documentation

reviewed before she was beatified in 2003,

six years after her death.

The letters are being published in

the upcoming book, "Mother Teresa:

Come Be My Light," edited by Father

Brian Kolodiejchuk, a member of the

Missionaries ofCharity order founded by

Mother Teresa and the postulator of her

sainthood cause.

In letters written over several

decades, she spoke of a lack of faith, a

"terrible darkness within me" and a sense

of being abandoned by Jesus.

Sister Nirmala Joshi, head of the

Missionaries of Charity, said the letters

reveal that sainthood does not come easily,

but they do not show a failure of faith.

"Mother (Teresa) did not doubt God,

she continued to love him. If you doubt

someone, sooner or lateryou stop following

him. But she continued right up to her

death to love him and to put into practice

her devotion," said Sister Nirmala.

Italian Cardinal Angelo Scola of

Venice, who wrote a reflection on Mother
Teresa's letters last year in the Vatican

newspaper, said they reveal some
important and beautiful things.

"The first is that Mother Teresa is

one of us, that she went through all the

trials just as we do, no more and no less,"

he said.

Another important element in her

letters is that Mother Teresa, when she no

longer felt she could feel God's presence,

asked him to reveal himself, he said.

Joaquin Navarro-Valls, former
Vatican spokesman, said Mother Teresa's

letters showed that she experienced

real spiritual suffering. That is not

surprising, he said, since she was
notoriously "immune" to the banal and

the superficial.

"But all this is not the expression of

a lack of faith, but rather of the normal
— perhaps in this case heroic— sacrifice

that people discover when they try to live

a commitment and a choice coherently

and completely," he said.

The letters illustrate that spiritual

progress often must overcome obstacles

that seem impassable, he said.

Restoration House
704-291-7945

"Come all who are weary and carry heavy burdens,

andI willgiveyou rest." Matthew 11:28

Restoration House is a place for people to reflect, relax, and find

peace in die scenic North Carolina mountains. It is a log cabin

widi beautiful views located off 1-40 near Marion, NC — 90

minutes from Charlotte and 40 minutes east of Asheville. It is far from ceO phones, email, and the hurried pace of daily living

— perfect for restoring the mind, body and spirit. Restoration House is ideal for rental to small groups (small faith groups,

women's groups, music groups, etc.) at $160 for an entire group per night. It is also available for rental to individuals and

couples. Create your own get-a-away. . .or attend one ofour planned retreats listed below.

Upcoming Facilitated Catholic Retreats for Adults:

September 28-30

October 12-14

October 26-28

November 9-11

December 7-9

Moms: "Slow Down, Recharge, and Create Space for God" with the book "Breadie"

by Keri Wyatt Kent, (special $150)

Women/Men: "Growing Closer to God in the Midst of Personal Trials" with a

video, inspirational speaker, and a Bible study on Job.

Women/Men: "Wisdom for Living" shares valuable insights dirough Bible studies

on proverbs and parables.

Couples or a Spouse Alone: "Finding Christ in Your Marriage" uses a Bible study

to look at what the Scriptures say about marriage.

Womeiu "Experiencing a Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas" includes both

reflective and festive aaivities— a great seasonal celebration.

Retreats are $190 per person ($290 per couple for Nov. weekend). Rate includes 2 nights of lodging,

a facilitated prograjii by Tom and/or Amy Barsanti, workshop materials, and meals. Retreats begin Friday

evening and end mid-day Sunday. Call Tom for more details: 704-291-7941.

Sept. 23, Twenty-fifth

Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Amos 8:4-7

Psalm 113:1-2, 4-8

2) 1 Timothy 2:1-8

3) Gospel: Luke 16:1-13

God calls on us
to help all those
in need

BY JEFF HENSLEY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

When Jesuit Father Rick Thomas
picked up the phone in El Paso where I

had reached him to ask if I might come
out and interview him for a magazine

article, I asked how he was.

"Fine as wine," he replied, stretching

the words in a countrified way. Dealing

with Father Rick was always memorable.

What was to carry me to El Paso and

Vado, N.M., to witness and write about

the works of charity and evangelism of

his Catholic charismatic community had

all resulted fi-om an act of obedience to

God's word.

Father Rick and his prayer group

went to the Juarez, Mexico, dump
on Christmas Day a few years before

my visit in response to one of Jesus'

commands: When you give a party, be

sure you invite the lowly and those who
cannot repay you.

Father Rick and his group must have

asked themselves when they could carry

out that simple request. And so they went to

the dump with ham, tortillas, beans and all

the fixings they could gather to set a holiday

table before the poor, who made their living

scavenging recyclable materials fi-om the'

leavings of Mexican society.

Ifyou'd like to read about the miracles

that followed this act of obedience,

they are documented in Father Renee
Laurentin's book-length treatment,

"Miracles in El Paso."

In today's Scriptures, the psalm
praises the Lord's majesty, goodness and

kindness to the poor: "He raises up the

lowly fi-om the dust, fi-om the dunghill he

lifts up the poor to seat them with princes,

with princes of his own people."

This contrasts greatly with the scorn

the prophet Amos has for the unjust who
"trample upon the needy and destroy the

poor of the land."

Today the poor are still with us.

Many are immigrants seeking a better

life. Many are those limited by horrible

family situations and generations of.

poverty existing inside U.S. borders.

God still calls us to their care, if we
will only be obedient and seek ways to

respond to that call.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPT. 16-22

Sunday (Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14,1 Timothy 1:12-

17, Luke 15:1-32; Monday (St. Robert Bellarmine), 1 Timothy 2:1-8 Luke 7:1-10; Tuesday, 1

Timothy 3:1-13, Luke 7:11-17; Wednesday (St. Januarius), 1 Timothy 3:14-16, Luke 7:31-35;

Thursday (St. Andrew Kim Taegon, St. Paul Chong Hasang and Companions), 1 Timothy

4:12-16, Luke 7:36-50; Friday (St. Matthew), Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13, Matthew 9:9-1 3; Saturday,

1 Timothy 6:13-16, Luke 8:4-15.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPT. 23-29

Sunday (Tewnty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Amos 8:4-7, 1 Timothy 2:1-8, Luke 16:1-13;

Monday, Ezra 1:1-6, Luke 8:16-18; Tuesday, Ezra 6:7-8, 12, 14-20, Luke 8:19-21; Wednesday

(Sts. Cosmas & Damian), Ezra 9:5-9, Tobit 13:2-4, 7-8, Luke 9:1-6; Thursday (St. Vincent

de Paul), Haggai 1:1-8, Luke 9:7-9; Friday (St. Wenceslaus), Haddai 2:1-9, Luke 9:18-22;

Saturday, Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, John 1:47-51.

Create a winning event

1551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC
(828) 327-7441 or toll-free at

(888) 536-7441

info@ catholicconference.org

www.catholicconference.org

Having your meeting
or conference at the
center makes you a
winner every time!

We can help you turn an ordinary

conference, meeting, retreat, or banquet

into a special event! Youplan the event,

wellprovide the environment!

^[\The Catholic—— Conference
Vi I Center
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ADVERTISEMENTS
September 14, 2007

ATTENTION READERS!

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?

Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people who

are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us.

Contact Staff Writer Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Charlotte, is seeking a faith-filled, full-time Director of

Music Ministry. Working collaboratively with the Pastor, responsibilities include

planning music and playing for four weekend Masses, Holy Days, sacramental

liturgies, funerals and weddings; directing adult and youth choirs; training cantors;

expanding the present ministry. Candidates should have a degree in music or

related field; vocal, keyboard and directing skills; a thorough knowledge of and

experience with Catholic liturgy; good communication and organization skills. Salary

commensurate with experience and ability. Send resume to: Fr. Remo DiSalvatore

at broremo99@bellsouth.net.

DIOCESE OF CHARLOHE

Full-time Director of Major Gifts

Candidate must be a college graduate with a degree in marketing,

communications, business administration or related field; five years

experience in fund development and major gifts. Applicants should have

strong interpersonal and communication skills, and the ability to interact

well with diverse groups. Responsibilities include developing strategies,

events, and materials to infomi, engage, cultivate and solicit current and

prospective major gifts prospects.

Please submit resume to Jim Kelley, Office of Development, 1123 South

Church Street, Chariotte, NC 28203 by September 30, 2007. Questions

to 704-370-3301 or email atjkkelley@chariottediocese.org

SALES REPRESENTATIVES
J.S. Paluch Co., established in 1913, the nation's oldest Catholic Publisher, is now

interviewing for the position of Sales Representatives for

parish church bulletins. Realistic earnings potential of 40K+,

health insurance, paid vacation, 401 K. Some travel required.

Self-motivation a must. Bilingual helpful in some areas. To

arrange an interview call Les Black at 800-432-3240. Seniors

welcome to apply. EOE

Classifieds

FOR RENT

Classified ads bring results! Over 140,000 readers! Over 52,000 homes!
Rates: $.80/word per issue ($16 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

CONDO: OCEANFRONT on Pleasure Island. 2 BD/2 BA. Minutes from Wilmington. Great off-season

rates: by the day, week or month. Consider a long weekend - close by getaway. Good swimming until

October. Call 703-450-8480 or write wfkeIIe@aol.com for availability.

Come and be filled!

FIRE IN THE MOUNTAINS 2DD7
Annual retreat with presenters

Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio (English) and
Sr. Dominga Zapata (Spanish) and opening
remarks by Very Rev. Mauricio W. West,

Diocesan Vicar General and Chancellor

Living Faith: The Great Adventure

Viviendo la Fe: La Gran Aventura
Saturday, November 3

8 am - 3:30 pm
NOTE: NEW location:

TUscola High School, Clyde, NC
Fire in the Mountains is a gathering of God's people committed to the

rediscovery and exploration of their Judeo-Christian tradition. This annual

retreat in the western North Carolina mountains seel<s to connect its people

to each other and to God through faith-sharing focused on issues critical to

our immediate community and the modern world. A collaborative project of

the people of the Asheville and Smoky Mountain Vicariates, this faith-filled

day is sponsored by the Office of Faith Formation of the Diocese of

Charlotte.

PRESENTATIONS:
From Belief to Living Faith - "Over 90% of Americans 'believe in God.'

That's to say, they believe that God exists. But belief in the existence of

God is very different from the 'saving faith' spoken of in the Bible."

Dr. D'Ambrosio

IVIoral Choices and the Great Adventure - "Many think that God's

commands are arbitrary rules and regulations that restrict our freedom.

Some never move beyond this vision of the moral life. But there comes a

time when God invites each one of us to see moral choices differently, as

guideposts given by a loving father to guide us into his path, a more glorious

journey than we ever could have imagined." Dr. D'Ambrosio

Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D.

Dr. D'Ambrosio has a Ph.D. in Historical Theology from the

Catholic University of America and his teaching has covered a

broad range of subjects. He brings a practical, down-to-earth

perspective that makes his words easy to understand and to

put into practice. He often appears on EWTN and is regularly

heard on the radio show "Catholic Answers Live."

Sr. Dominga Zapata

Sr Zapata is a native of Puerto Rico and a member of the

Society of Helpers. She completed her master's degree at

Mundelein College in Chicago and did further studies at St. Mary

of the Lake Seminary D. Min. program as well as pastoral theol-

ogy studies at the University of Salamanca, Spain. She has

worked in numerous capacities over the last 35 years with

various Hispanic and Native American organizations in the

Chicago Archdiocese and elsewhere, and has been published in

several books, magazines and newspapers.

Register early and save $5!
Early registration deadline: October 27

$20 per person, including lunch and refreshments

(after October 27, the fee is $25)

Scholarships available on needs basis for individuals

or groups attending for the first time.

Sacrament of Reconciliation offered at lunchtime.

For information about registration or lodging:

Mary Ann Wharton at (828)66T-422T or

maryannwharton@charter.net
Check out our Web site: www.fireitm.org

Come for the day and enjoy the beauty of the

mountains while groujing in your faith!
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The signs says it all
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A billboard advertising the "Why Catholic? " program at St. Matthew Church in Charlotte

is pictured along Interstate 485 in Charlotte.

"In our advertising we have tried to appeal to various groups ofparishioners. We have

challengedparents to know theirfaith better so that they can pass it on to their children,
"

said Pat White, parish volunteer and communications coordinator. "This time, we are

especially trying to reach out to the inactive Catholics who aren 't going to find out about

the program through traditional means, such as the bulletin — hence, the billboard.
"

The billboard will be up through the first week in October, when the "Why Catholic?"

groups will begin meeting.

'Why Catholic?' workshops
explore God's revelation

WORKSHOPS, from page 1

and Tradition.

Nineteen "Why Catholic?" faith

formation workshops were held at 12

locations around the diocese over four

days, Aug. 27-30. Themed "Braid of

Revelation," the workshops examined

how Jesus is the fullness of God's
revelation, how Scripture and Tradition

are sources of revelation, and how all

three aspects are interwoven, much like

a braid.

"The heart ofthe meeting was to renew

our faith from these concepts," said Karen

Jambon, a parishioner of St. Barnabas

Church in Arden and a parish facilitator of

the "Why Catholic?" program.

"Through these gatherings, we
continue to be enlightened by these same

truths and revelations of God through

the prophets, by Jesus himself and by the

Apostles," said Jambon.

"Why Catholic?" is a program of

RENEW International, a Roman Catholic

21 years ago, Brian withdrew $300
and drove his wife to the clinic . .

.

One house, two ndnivans and three
kids later, there's still no one who

can fill these shoes.

Aborfton rafes have plummeted. Those who've been there know why.

Jason throws o meon fas? ball, Grocie doesn't know a sironger and Jen's the bookish one.

Brian and Lisa love their kids, but they wonder about the one that came along when Liso was sick and
Brian lost his job. The counselor said there was no way they could n^iake it vv'c>rk. Novv', they'd give

anything to try. They never spo-ke of the abortion again ... until the day Lisa saw her first ultrasound — and
her first picture of Jen. Ironicoily, the day Lisa fell aport wos the day she and Brion finolly got it together.

They found She strength to confront a grief as unbearably big as o tiny pair of shoes.

www.IJtiCholce.info
An unwanted choice is no choice at ail.

CSS
Catholic Social Services

Dioceae of Chajiotte

Abortion is the -^' choice.
Unwanted. Unsafe. Unfair.

Would you like to experience God's love and healing after an abortion? Consider coming to the
Rachel's Vineyard Retreat in Rock Hill, SC on September 28-30. Sponsored by Catholic Social

Services Respect Life Office of the Diocese of Ch2irlotte, the weekend is totally cortfidential. For
more information and to register, please call 704-370-3229 or 704-231-2030 (cell), or visit

www.rachelsvineyard.org.

organization that fosters spiritual renewal,

evangelization and the transformation of

the world through parish-based small

Christian communities.

These communities, or small

faith-sharing groups, are based on the

teachings of Scripture and the catechism.

Participants meet in these small Christian

communities throughout the diocese

once a week for six weeks, and then

twice a year for four years in order to

explore their faith.

The recent "Braid of Revelation"

workshops were led by facilitators

from the New Jersey-based RENEW
International.

Sister of St. Joseph of Cluny Marie

Cooper led workshops at Haywood
Community College and St. Barnabas

Church Aug. 30. Participants braided

three strands of colored yam together

as examples and reminders of the

interwoven aspects ofrevelation— white

yam represented Jesus, green represented

sacred Tradition, yellow was Scripture.

Sister Cooper discussed ways to read

the Bible, suggesting beginning with St.

Mark's Gospel — it is the shortest and

easiest to understand, she said.

In reading any of the Gospels,

Sister Cooper suggested stopping and

reflecting whenever there is a question

about the passage.

"It's the inspired movement of God
within us," she said.

Sister Cooper also spoke about the

importance of sharing the faith within

families, and participants shared ways in

which they celebrate and share their faith

with one another.

"Why Catholic?" fosters the goals of

"Our Hearts Were Buming Within Us,"

the U.S. bishops' pastoral plan for adult

faith formation.

The process is comprehensive,

containing a full range of elements in

both English and Spanish. It includes

orientation, small community leader

formation, retreat experiences, an

invitation video and family-oriented

bulletin inserts.

Archdioceses and dioceses across

the United States participate in the "Why
Catholic?" program. Bishop Peter J. Jugis

has recommended its implementation in

all churches of the Diocese of Charlotte.

Currently, 38 parishes, four missions

and Hispanic ministries in three vicariates

utilize the "Why Catholic?" program.

Coring for Charlotte Areo Catholic

Fomilies in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

Mc EWEN
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-H12

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derito 704-596-3291
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Back to school:

Will truth prevail?
Mistaken ruling will not help Christian

students in their faith

Summer is over, and with children

returning to school it is an appropriate

time to reflect upon the right (and yes,

duty) of parents to educate their children

in the faith.

The Catechism of the Catholic

Church describes this right as

"fundamental," and admonishes parents

to choose "schools that will best helpthem

in their task as Christian educators."

Unfortunately, parents with children

in public schools will get less help,

thanks to a seriously mistaken ruling

from the U.S. Court of Appeals, the

second highest court in the land, handed

down in late August.

A group of students in the state of

Washington calling themselves "Truth"

sought to have an after-school Bible

study "to encourage and help [students]

become better people with good morals."

For over two years, their public high

school bounced their application around

only to unanimously deny it in the end.

Why? Because the students described

membership in terms of faith.

While anyone, indeed everyone in

the school community, was permitted

to attend the meetings, to be a member
in good standing was contingent upon

aspiring to "Christian character. Christian

speech and the Christian conduct

generally described in the Bible."

The point, said the students, was
that members should have "a true

desire to grow in a relationship with

Jesus Christ."

The school decision-rnakers in

Washington didn't like that notion and

for good measure told the students they

didn't like the club name either. Truth be

damned, I guess.

Bible Club permission denied. Of
course, these same authorities had no

trouble approving an Earth Club, limited

to members who would promise to

show an "interest and dedication toward

environmental issues."

And the school even -found room
for a gay-straight alliance limited to

students exploring a full discussion of

"gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered

and other questioning issues" and
"fighting heterosexism and other forms

of oppression."

The student founders of Truth got

legal help, but embarrassingly they have

thus far lost in court. How they lost is a

bit of a mystery given the plain text of

laws aimed, like the school district's own
policies, at affirming— on paper at least

— "equal opportunity and treatment ...

without regard to race, creed, etc."

There's even a federal law, the

Faith &
Precedent

DOUGLAS W.
KMIEC

CNS COLUMNIST

Equal Access Act, which mandates that

public schools grant religious clubs

the benefits and privileges afforded

other non-curricular clubs. Congress'

purpose was to guarantee "equal access

or fair opportunity" and to prevent

discrimination on the basis of "the

content of the speech in club meetings."

Nevertheless, paying little heed

to this important law intended to be

"interpreted broadly," the Ninth Circuit

(which hears cases from the entire

Western United States) found nothing

wrong with the denial.

Denying permission for a club based

on religious membership criteria was not,

said the judges, to discriminate in terms

of content of speech.

Really?

Bafiflingly, the judges claimed that

the students failed to show how limiting

membership to those who would share

Christian values had "any expressive

conduct content, let alone [how]
this policy communicates a message
consistent with the views of the club's

organizers."

This is flawed reasoning. Thankfully,

another federal appellate court has taken

a directly opposite view, upholding

under the law the ability of a religious

club in a New York high school to limit

club leadership positions to "professed

Christians."

When the same law is interpreted

in two different ways, it warrants

Supreme Court resolution. The Roberts

court should be open to the Washington

students if they appeal, and in all

likelihood, would reverse.

Of course generations of students

will have graduated in the meantime,

and it's troubling to have to drag public

schools into court for reasonable religious

accommodation.

This is hardly what the catechism

had in mind when it enjoins upon "public

authorities ... the duty of guaranteeing to

parents the right to choose a school for

their children which corresponds to their

own faith convictions."

Enduring faith
Spending Rosh Hashanah with two

Catholic heroes

It may soimd odd to some that I will

be celebrating Rosh Hashanah with two
Catholic heroes, even more so given that

both are deceased, but each has inspired

me and guided my spiritual growth; that

is why I will have their teachings open

alongside the traditional holiday liturgy

that I will recite in my synagogue.

Rosh Hashanah, usually described

as the Jewish New Year, is actually the

Jewish celebration of the birth of all

humanity. We honor the sacredness of

all humanity with our uniquely Jewish

celebration of it.

This central lesson had perhaps

no better teacher than the late Cardinal

Jean-Marie Lustiger, bishop of Paris

from 1981 to 2005.

He was bom Aaron before WWII
to two Polish Jewish immigrants in

Paris. He was saved from the Nazis by

a Catholic family in Orleans who did

what I can only hope I would do; they

endangered themselves and their own
family to save this innocent little boy.

LaterAaron converted to Catholicism,

its truth and beauty having been
demonstrated to him by that brave couple.

But because he always knew that

spiritual truth was as infinitely large as

the God who created it — that he could

be right without assuming that those with

differing views had to be wrong. Cardinal

Lustiger declared until his dying day

that, while he was a proud and faithfiil

Catholic, he also remained a Jew.

He understood that his spiritual

story as a Catholic did not require

denying the enduring reality of its initial

Jewish chapters.

At a moment when more people are

killing each other in the name of religion

than at any time since the Crusades, that

seems like a pretty important message

with which to begin the new year.

Cardinal Lustiger 's commitment to

all that was Catholic left room for his

Jewishness in much the way I struggle

to assure that my commitment to all that

is Jewish honors the holiness, goodness

and truth of that which is not.

The former bishop of Paris lived

the lesson of Rosh Hashanah, and that

is why I hope to have him with me as

I celebrate the birth of humanity and

prepare myselffor a new year committed

to its well-being.

Similarly, I hope to have the spirit

of Blessed Mother Teresa with me as I

sit in the synagogue on the upcoming

holidays.

The recent revelation of her

questioning whether God was always

there, was "always God," is also part of

a sacred tradition which expresses itself

on Rosh Hashanah. And far from being

a barrier to belief or, even worse, the

expression of its opposite, such questions

and doubts are fundamental to the

enduring relationship known as faith.

It is in the asking of such questions

and in the willingness to confront the

full range of responses to them that

we strengthen all of our relationships.

Guest

Column

RABBI BRAD
HIRSCHFIELD
CNS COLUMNIST
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including and perhaps especially our

relationship with God.

Mother Teresa's questions stand

in direct line with those asked by the

biblical Abraham, whose story we read

over the course of these holiest days in

the Jewish calendar.

It was Abraham, known to the

faithful as the first monotheist, who is

the Scripture's first atheist! It is Abraham
who is ready to declare in Genesis 1 8 that

God would "not be God" if prepared to

destroy the righteous residents of Sodom
along with those who siimed.

It is Abraham who shows us that to

challenge God, to be prepared even to deny

God, is the height of a relationship which

evokes the best from each ofthe partners.

Mother Teresa is a shining example

of faith without fanaticism, of belief

that admits ambiguity, of living in light

of powerfiil spiritual answers without

denying the questions that are a part ofanjj

life lived with integrity and intelligence

This holiday I pray that Mothe:

Teresa's spirit of sacred doubt, and her

holy questions about the pain that exists

in the world, will be with me.

I pray that, having stood in the

clinics which bear her name across

Ethiopia, I will be filled with the strength

to turn my questions into the fiiel I need

to continue in her footsteps as well as

those of Cardinal Lustiger's.

I pray to make the world a better

place for all people, because it is the

mandate ofmy tradition to do so.

Hirschfield is the president of The

National Jewish Center for Learning

and Leadership.
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WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

'

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters

from readers. We ask that letters be originals of

250 words or less, pertain to recent newspaper

content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter

must include the name, address and daytime

phone number of the writer for purpose of

verification. Letters may be condensed due to

space limitations and edited for clarity, style and

factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish

poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted

to The Catholic News & Herald become the

property of the newspaper and are subject to

reuse, in whole or in part, in print, electronic

formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The

Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

cathoiicnews@chariottediocese.org.
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'Catechesis: Encountering

the Living Christ'

National Catechetical Sunday a time to reflect on

churcKs mission

Guest

Column

The theme of National Catechetical

Sunday (Sept. 1 6) emphasizes clearly and

concisely the challenging call addressed

to every believer— to encounter Christ.

All who are committed to cultivating

a conscious and active faith welcome the

privilege of meeting the Lord time and

time again within the journey of life. In

order to truly encounter Jesus, each of us

must be open to his presence, realizing

that he has chosen us to be his friends,

disciples and witnesses.

A fruitful encounter with the Lord

is dependent upon an honest desire to be

touched and transformed by his love.

Again and again as the years unfold,

Jesus Christ invites us to encounter him

in a maimer that will impact our lives

positively and creatively. As we travel

the sacred journey of life, Jesus speaks

to us in Scripture, Tradition and the

sacraments, as well as in the faith-filled-

witness or needs of others.

In reflecting upon my personal

experience, I recall gratefully that for

44 years I have been involved in the

catechetical mission of the church.

During these years, I have come to

understand and appreciate Pope John

Paul II's observation contained within

his magnificent apostolic exhortation

entitled "On Catechesis in Our Time":

"The definitive aim of catechesis

is to put people not only in touch

but in communion, in intimacy, with

Jesus Christ."

As one called to cultivate and enable

intimacy with Jesus, I'll never forget the

day of my first assignment as a priest.

When I arrived at Our Lady's Church

in Waltham, Mass., the pastor informed

me that I would be responsible for the

CCD (faith formation) program. There

were 1,800 children on the elementary

level and 500 young people in the high

school.

Having had no training in the

seminary to implement that role, I

wondered how I would handle the

responsibility. Thank the Lord, however,

that with the guidance of a committed

and competent layman, I was able

to do so.

He reminded me that the catechist

must recognize that the message should

be adapted in a faithful manner to the

ability of the learners to understand and

appreciate its meaning and relevance.

Forty-four years have passed since

my first attempt to be an effective

director of a CCD program. During the

intervening period, what a blessing it has

Understanding Scripture

Belief in Christ^s divinity guides, sustains us

The faith is a precious gift.

Do you ever get sick ofthe TV biblical

experts who undermine the supernatural

basis of divine revelation? They deny the

divinity ofJesus; consequently, they reduce

all ofhis miracles to mere folk tales.

To understand this approach to biblical

criticism, you have to go back to Rene
Descartes (1596-1650), the father of

modem philosophy, and to Immanuel Kant

(1724-1804), the famous German skeptic.

Descartes challenged the way we
know things. He felt it necessary to reject

everything he had ever learned in order

to find out what he knew from natural

reason alone. His first question was
"How do I even know that I exist?"

Most of us take our own existence

for granted, but Descartes didn't know
for sure until his "eureka moment,"
when he discovered this idea: "I think,

therefore I am."

From then on he would accept as true

only those things he could prove from

reason alone. Therefore, all knowledge
based on faith went out the window.

Kant applied Descartes' approach

to the interpretation of sacred Scripture.

Up until then, the reading of Scripture

was pretty much a matter of believing

what the text said while accepting the

guidance of the church in translating the

more difficult passages.

We asked, "What did the sacred

author mean when he wrote this passage?

What religious truth was he trying to

teach us?"

Our individual interpretations may
have varied slightly, but Catholics

were instructed not to go beyond the

parameters of the deposit of faith in their

speculations.

According to Kant, however, the

reader of Scripture had to reject all

knowledge based on faith. This made
everyone dependent on the Scripture

scholars alone in their efforts to

understand the Bible. The authority of

the church was, of course, dismissed

out of hand. In its place a new wave of

biblical gurus came on the scene.

The problem was that these so-called

experts disagreed with one another all

the time, which led to much confusion.

Evangelical Christians decided to reject

the new scholars and demanded that the

entire Bible be taken literally.

There are metaphors, parables and

figures of speech in the Bible which are

not to be taken literally.

The Lutherans believe that "Scripture
alone saves," but if others say you can't

know exactly what the text means, how
can it save you, much less guide you?

FATHER JAMES
HAWKER

GUEST COLUMNIST

been to participate in the pastoral and

educational mission of the church.

Since I arrived here in 1995, 1 have

been impressed by the devotion and

dedication ofthe faith formation teachers

— the catechists— here in the Diocese of

Charlotte. Whether they minister within

the setting of the Catholic school or the

parish, they have been an inspiration.

Whether they serve children, youth or

adults, they are truly exemplary in their

selflessness.

The name of National Catechetical

Sunday, "Catecheses: Encountering the

Living Christ," is so timely for those

of us who collaborate in sharing the

person and message of Jesus. It speaks

to parents and priests, to catechetical

leaders and catechists.

All of us are blessed beyond
measure as we are invited and enabled

to participate in the catechetical mission

of the church.

Father Hawker is vicar ofeducation

for the Diocese of Charlotte and pastor

ofSt Luke Church in Mint Hill.

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS COLUMNIST

The Bible has always needed
an objective authority for its correct

interpretation.

hi 1988, Pope Benedict XVI, when he

was Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, gave a talk

entitled "Biblical Interpretation in Crisis."

In it he asserted that the Kantian method

of interpretation undermines the very

possibility "for the Bible to be itself"

He added thatwe can never "interpret

sacred Scripture correctly without the

church's faith to guide us."

Ultimately, it comes down to belief

in the divinity of Christ.

The faith is a precious gift from God,

passed down to us over the centuries

through the ministry of the church.

Because of the divinity of Jesus Christ,

we have been given the Holy Spirit to

guide us in a darkened world.

The divine element of the church

sustains us, not the human; however, the

human element makes Jesus visible.

We belong to the mystical body of

Christ on earth. We love the church.

Pope reflects on

Austrian trip, says

church is called to

be like Mary

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — On the

feast of the Most Holy Name of the

Blessed Virgin Mary, Pope Benedict XVI
said the church is called to be like the

mother of God and look to Christ.

The church is called to pay witness

to the sanctity of life and work toward a

future of peace, he said.

The pope used his general audience

Sept. 12 to share reflections about his

Sept. 7-9 visit to Austria. He returned

briefly to the Vatican from his papal

summer villa south of Rome to greet the

estimated 12,000 people gathered in St.

Peter's Square.

He said separate meetings with the

Austrian president and diplomats during

his trip represented "precious occasions"

for him to urge leaders to foster peace

and "authentic economic and social

development."

He emphasized the importance

of Europe's Christian roots, which
promote "a fradition of thought that ties

faith, reason and feeling" together and

safeguards the modem conscience from

nihilistic or fiandamentalist tendencies.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict 's remarks in English.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

My recent pastoral visit to Austria

was above all a pilgrimage to the Shrine

of Mariazell on its 850th anniversary.

The venerable statue of Our Lady

pointing to her infant Son inspired the

theme ofthe visit— "To Look to Christ."

Austria is a land of ancient Christian

culture, and its capital, Vienna, is today a

centre of international institutions.

In my meeting with the president

and the diplomatic corps, I expressed

the church's support for global efforts to

foster peace and authentic development,

and I encouraged the process of Europe's

unification on the basis ofvalues inspired

by its shared Christian heritage.

At Mass in St. Stephen's Cathedral, I

stressed the importance of respecting the

rich religious and cultural meaning ofour

fradition of Sunday rest.

While visiting Heiligenkreuz Abbey,

I spoke of the value of monasticism and

liturgical prayer, and the inseparable link

between theology and the spiritual life.

At the end ofmy journey, I met with

representatives of Austria's impressive

network of volunteer organizations

and expressed appreciation for their

generosity to others.

Throughout my visit, I saw the

vitality of the church, which, in today's

Europe, is called "to look to Christ."
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HIS EXCEUENCY, BISHOP PETER J. JUGIS, INVITES EVERYONE
TO THE THIRD2007

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY - SEPTEMBER 21 & 22
Friday, September 21: Doors open at 6 pm
7 pm - Sacred Music Concert featuring a large diocesan choir performing multicultural musical works.

Concert will be followed by Fr. Benedict Groeschel, C.F.R. - "What the Presence of Christ Means in Your Life."

JESUS eHRIST 10 pm - Eucharistic Adoration at St. Peter Catholic Church, Tryon Street at 1st Street.

TO KNOW

Saturday, September 22: Doors open at 8 am
9 am - Eucharistic Congress Procession through uptown

10:30 am - Eucharistic Holy Hour with Homily

11:30 am - Programs and speakers for adults, Hispanics, teens, children, young adults and cultural groups. Also, Eucharistic Adoration, sacrament of Reconciliation,

culture hour and vendors offering books, CDs, sacred objects and many more unique items.

3:30 pm - Sacred music to prepare for Holy Mass

4:30 pm - Closing Vigil Mass concelebrated by the Religious and Diocesan Priests of the Diocese - Bishop Peter J. Jugis, principal celebrant and homilist

CHARLOTTE CONVENTION CENTER
NO ADMISSION FEE - ALL ARE WELCOME!

COUEGE ST. & STONEWAEE

SIGNING AVAILABLE

CONGRESS SPEAKERS

Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Host of the Congress - Celebrant of the Eucharistic Procession, Principal celebrant and homilist at the closing Mass

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin

Eucharistic Holy Hour Homilist

t

General Track
Steve Ray

"They Recognized Him in the Breaking of the Bread"

Helen Alvare

"To Know Jesus Christ - A Catholic Woman's Perspective"

Liz Luke

WDYT Radio Morning Personality - Master of Ceremonies

Fr. Leo Patalinghug

"Mary as Magnifier for Jesus"

Patricia Madrid

"A Course in Eucharistic Miracles"

Hispanic Track
Hector IVIolina

"ijSenor, danos siempre de ese pan!?"

Roberto Ramirez

"Jesus, Pan del Cielo"

Juan Bautista Cantillo

"La Presencia de Cristo en

nuestras Vidas"

Language/Culture Tracks - "To Know Jesus Christ in Culture"

African American, Korean, Filipino, Vietnamese, College - Young Adult

NOTE: PRE-REGISTRATION for Teen Track only is still open. There will be NO registration at the Charlotte

Convention Center. Register online at www.GoEucharist.coni.

Teen Track - High School Students
"To Know Jesus Christ as a Teen"

Special activities.

Eucharistic Adoration,

Fr. Leo Patalinghug "In the Beginning, a Vocation Story."

Lunch provided.

Middle School Track (Grades 6-8)

"To Know Jesus Christ in IVIiddle School"

Special activities.

Eucharistic Adoration.

Lunch provided.

Children's Tracks (Grades K-2 and 3-5)

"To Know Jesus Christ in Grade School"

Special activifes.

Eucharistic Adoration.

Lunch provided.

www.GoEucharist.eom
- Register for Teen Tracic

- Latest Eucharistic Congress news * To voiunteer
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Preserving
all life

Vatican says food,

water must he provided

to vegetative patients

BYjOHNTHAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — In

a brief document approved

by Pope Benedict XVI, the

Vatican said it was generally

a moral obligation to provide

food and water to patients in a

vegetative state.

Nutrition and hydration,

even by artificial means, cannot

simply be terminated because

doctors have determined that

a person will never recover

consciousness, the Vatican said

Sept. 14.

Exceptions may occur
when patients are unable to

assimilate food and water

or in the "rare" cases when
nutrition and hydration become
excessively burdensome for the

patient, it said.

See FOOD, page 7

NEW^jJlERALD

"To Know Jesus Christ"

Eucharistic Congress, Sept 21-22

Look for coverage of this

year's Eucharistic Congress

in the Sept. 28 issue.
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Fifty years of glory and joy

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Surrounded by priests and deacons who have served at St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte, Bishop Peter J. lugis celebrates the

Liturgy of the Eucharist during a Mass commemorating the parish's 50th anniversary Sept. 1 5.

St. Gabriel Church

celebrates golden

anniversary with IsAass

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — On
Sept. 5, 1957, Father Paul

Byron celebrated the first Mass
of St. Gabriel Church in a small

brick building "that looked

liked a post office."A borrowed

cafeteria table served as the

altar and a shoebox was used

for the collection plate.

"Five years later, that

shoebox was bronzed in a

madcap nostalgic moment,"
said Father Bryon, founding

pastor of St. Gabriel Church.

Father Bryon joined
Bishop Peter J. Jugis, Bishop

Emeritus William G. Curlin,

and several priests and deacons

who have served at the church

for a Mass celebrating the

50th armiversary of St. Gabriel

See JUBILEE, page 5

Fighting financial illiteracy
Computer lab will help build financial

literacy, stronger families

Photo by Ioanita M. Nellenbach

Visitors check out the Office of Economic Opportunity's financial literacy computer

lab during its dedication in Murphy Sept. 7.

BYjOANITAM.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

MURPHY— There are no

rocking chairs on this porch.

Instead, five chairs roll up

to computer stations.

The fi-ont porch of the Of-

fice of Economic Opportunity

of Catholic Social Services has

become the Msgr. Mauricio W.
West ABLE Financial Literacy

Computer Lab.

The lab was dedicated

Sept. 7 to Msgr. West, vicar

general and chancellor of the

Diocese of Charlotte, who
was instrumental in starting

the OEO.
St. William Church sits

next door to the OEO. The
church's men's club refurbished

the porch in just two weeks.

IBXMPD»Q«****««»**«***3-D3Gn 275
«42083S4)
S-7 P-1
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MILSOH LIBRORV CD 3930
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CHfiPEL HILL HC 27599-0001
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#* Fires of faith

Catechists get enrichment

at workshop

I PAGE 4

See LAB, page 9

Culture Watch

Church officials examine

hook; Catholic hluegrass

I
PAGES 10-11

Conference explores

financial literacy,

livelihood ofpoor -

BYjOANITAM.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

HAYESVILLE — In

today's economic system, there

will always be people who
need help, said a speaker at

the Bishop Begley Conference

on Appalachia.

See BEGLEY, page 9

Perspectives

Mother Teresas dark night;

praying with children

I PAGES 14-15
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own bacityard

SPICING UP THE MENU

CNS PHOTO BY Gregory A. Shemitc, Long Island Catholic

Anthony Rezza, corporate chef for Catholic Health Services of Long Island, prepares a pineapple carpaccio

appetizer under the watchful eye of consulting chef Jean-Marie Zimmermann in the kitchen of St. Catherine

of Siena Medical Center in Smithtown, N.Y., Aug. 17. Zimmermann, executive chef for the Queen Mary 2

ocean liner, has helped upgrade the patient menus at St. Catherine's, Mercy Medical Center in Rockville

Centre, N.Y., and Our Lady of Consolation Nursing and Rehabilitative Care Center in West Islip, N.Y.

Cruise-ship chef helps Catholic health

system produce five-star food
WEST ISLIP, N.Y. (CNS) — When

James Harden, president of Catholic

Health Services ofLong Island, sailed on

the Queen Mary 2 ocean liner, he asked

to meet Chef Jean-Marie Zimmermann,
hoping to get a recipe.

Harden marveled at the ship's ability

to serve more than 15,000 meals a day

that were tasty and satisfying.

'"If you get it right,' he asked

me, 'why don't we get it right?'" said

Zimmerman, executive chef for Cunard

cruise lines.

So last year, between cruises. Catholic

Health Services brought Zimmermann to

Long Island to tour the Catholic hospitals

and nursing homes, inspect the kitchens

and work with the staff.

Zimmermann's goal is to help the

staff prepare meals to delight the tongue

as well as nourish the body. Patients

are being served seared salmon, beef

bourguignon and boneless leg of lamb.

"We also have a variety of soups," the

chef said.

"They (the residents) deserve good
meals. This is their home. Their food

shouldn't taste institutional," said Gint'

Irwin, community relations director at

Our Lady of Consolation Nursing and

Rehabilitative Care Center in West Islip.

Bom in Alsace-Lorraine in France,

Zimmermann won numerous culinary

honors during years of cooking in

restaurant and cruise-ship kitchens.

For about a year, Zimmermann has

been serving as a visiting consultant.

coming a few times a year for several

weeks. He set up menus and trained

kitchen staff at Mercy Medical Center

in Rockville Centre and St. Catherine

of Siena Medical Center in Smithtown

but also goes back to check on their

progress. Now working at Our Lady of

Consolation, he will work with other

CHS facilities on subsequent visits.

He found his experience supervising

meals on a cruise liner applies well to

working for Catholic Health Services.

"The common goal is good food,"

he said.

But there are differences in planning

meals for health care facilities.

"We have to make adjustments for

individual patients, but providing healthy

food is part of the work," he said.

Zimmermann sees no reason why
hospitals and nursing homes cannot offer

patients and residents meals they can

enjoy. "It takes as much trouble and costs

as much to make something bad as it does

to make something good," he said.

"We have found out that since Chef
Zimmermarm has started, the costs have

gone down," said Joseph Loiacono, an

official with Catholic Health Services.

"At first it costs more, but in the long run

it goes down."

"When you buy packaged food,

you're paying for the labor," said

Anthony Rezza, corporate chef for the

health system. "With fresh ingredients,

you can use the leftovers to make
other dishes."

Hurricane Humberto hits Texas,

Louisiana; six churches damaged
WASHINGTON(CNS)—Hurricane

Humberto, which began as a tropical

storm, made landfall in Texas and
Louisiana Sept. 13. The storm's high

winds knocked down trees and power
lines in the area and caused minor
destruction, including water damage and

the loss of shingles in six churches in the

Diocese of Beaumont, Texas.

The storm intensified when it hit the

eastern tip of Texas with sustained winds

of up to 80 mph and heavy rains before

weakening and going through Louisiana.

It was the first hurricane to make landfall

on the Gulf Coast since Katrina and Rita

two years ago.

According to the local energy

company, about 100,000 customers

were without power in the local vicinity.

Power was not expected to be restored

for a few days.

The damage at local churches was
primarily from lost shingles or water

damage caused by water leaking under

Diocesan
planner

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— "God Loves Us into Creation:

A Retreat for Young Adults (ages 18-40) " will

be held at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St.,

Sept. 29, 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. in Biss Hall (below

the church). To register call Kelly Payne at

(704) 661-3302 or e-mail kelleepain@aol.com.

HUNTERSVILLE — Come Be Fed Physically

and Spiritually at St. Mark Church, 14740

Stumptown Rd., Oct. 8, 6-8:30 p.m. Jason

Kotecki, author and cartoonist, will share his

insights into how each of us can develop a

more childlike faith amid the busyness of life.

Reservations are required; e-mail Donna Smith at

dsmithl8@bellsouth.net or call (704) 948-1306.

CHARLOTTE — A Pro-Life Prayer Vigil that

will take place Sept. 26-Nov. 4. It will be a

40 day/24 hour peacefiil prayer vigil in front of an

abortion center with pro-life participants of many
denominations. There will be a kick-off rally at

St. Ann Church, 3635 Park Road, Sept. 26, with

numerous Christian speakers. Together we can

all build a Culture of Life. For more information,

e-mail Diane Hoefling at rhoef541@aol.com or call

(704) 541-3760. Also visit www.40daysforlife.com.

HUNTERSVILLE — Jesuit Father Joseph

Koterski of the Fordham University Philosophy

Department will present "The Problem of Dirty

Hands" Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. in the family center

of St. Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Sponsored by the CSS
offices of Family Life and Justice and Peace.

To register, call (704) 370-3228 or e-mail

sabeason@charlottediocese.org. More

doors or through windows.

One of the damaged churches still

had the tarps it used after Hurricane

Rita and they were immediately put on

the church roof when the shingles were

blown off by Hurricane Humberto.

The area is still recuperating fi-om

Hurricane Rita. One ofthe most damaged
Catholic churches fi-om that storm just

reopened two months ago, although

workers are still finishing the interior.

Another church, torn down because of

extensive damage, still hasn't been rebuilt.

Since Hurricane Rita, parishioners have

been attending Mass in the parish hall.

Catholic Charities USA is

collaborating with the local Catholic

Charities agency to assess post-storm

damages, the needs of local residents

and recovery efforts. Officials were
concerned because the area has been

recently saturated with large amounts

of rain, making it more prone to

severe flooding.

information is available at www.cssnc.org. The 1

presentation will also be presented at St. Paul the

Apostle Church in Greensboro Oct. 8.

CHARLOTTE — An Immigration Reform
Workshop will be held in Biss Hall of St. Peter

Church, 507 S. Tryon St., Oct. 9, 7-8:30 p.m.

The issue of immigration and migration has been

called the "central narrative of our faith today." An
immigration panel will present and discuss the issue

as is affects our lives and the lives of our neighbors.

For more information please call the office at

(704)332-2901.

CHARLOTTE — St. Maximilian Kolbe Fraternity

will host a Transitus Service in remembrance of the

passing of St. Francis of Assisi to eternal life at St.

Thomas Aquinas Church, 1400 Suther Rd., Oct. 3

at 7 p.m. There will be a reception after the service

with light refreshments. For more information, call

the church office at (704) 549-1607.

CHARLOTTE — Join thousands across the nation

for the 2007 Life Chain. The Charlotte Life Chain

is a very important event to save lives of precious

unborn children. Stand for one hour in peacefiil

prayer as a witness to the sanctity of each human

life. We will pray Oct. 7, 2-3 p.m., on the comer of

Kings St. and Morehead St. Parking is available at

The Map Shop at 1500 East Morehead St. For more

information, call Tina at (704) 846-7361.

CHARLOTTE — The Semi-annual Rosary

Rally will be held Oct. 14 at 3 p.m. at St. Patrick

Cathedral, 1621 Dilworth Rd. East. This 33-year-

old tradition will include praying the rosary, a

eucharistic procession and Benediction. For more

information, call Tina at (704) 846-7361.

CHARLOTTE — Dr M. Shawn Copeland will

present "Who is my Neighbor? The Challenge of

Solidarity" as part of the Kennedy lecture series

in Biss Hall at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St.,

Oct. 20, 9 a.m. -1 p.m. Admission is free. For more
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vox Clara Committee hopes missal

translation completed by 2009
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — An

international liturgical committee that

advises the Vatican reported progress in

its work on the new English translation

of the Mass.

After meeting at the Vatican Sept.

2-6, the Vox Clara Committee said it

hoped the English translation of the

Roman Missal would be completed and

approved by the end of 2009.

It was the first time a specific date

had been anticipated for the completion

of the lengthy project. The third edition

of the Roman Missal was promulgated in

Latin by Pope John Paul II in 2002, and

work on the English translation began

soon afterward.

A Vox Clara statement reviewed

the most recent draft translations of the

Roman Missal, as produced in English by

the International Commission on English

in the Liturgy (ICEL), which is preparing

the translation in several sections.

information, visit www.stpeterscatholic.org.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

fflGH POINT — The Worldwide Children 's Holy

Hour will be celebrated at Maryfield Perpetual

Adoration Chapel, 1315 Greensboro Rd., Oct. 5.

All schoolchildren and their families are invited

to gather for one hour of adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament to pray for their own families and all the

families ofthe world. All participants will receive the

apostolic blessing of Pope Benedict XVI. Adoration

will begin in the large chapel at 6:30 p.m. For more

information, call Dianne at (336) 887-7303 or Geri

at (336) 644-8883. The sacrament of reconciliation

will be available during the holy hour.

GREENSBORO — Mark Shea, Catholic convert,

writer, speaker and apologist, will give three talks

at Our Lady of Grace Church, 2205 W. Market

St., Oct. 6. For more about Mark Shea, visit

www.mark-shea.com Registration is required, as

seating is limited. Register with Jim McCullough

by email at jmcculloug@olgchurch.org or call

(336) 274-6520, ext. 335.

GREENSBORO — Jesuit Father Joseph Koterski

of the Fordham University Philosophy Department

will present The Problem ofDirty Hands" Oct. 8 at

7 p.m. at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715 Horse

Pen Creek Rd. Sponsored by the CSS offices of

Family Life and Justice and Peace. To register, call

(704)370-3228ore-mailsabeason@charlottediocese.

org. More information is online at www.cssnc.org.

HICKORY VICARIATE

MORGANTON — The Cursillo Movement of

the Diocese of Charlotte is hosting a diocesan-

wide Grand Ultreya at Steel Creek Parka and

Campgrounds Sept. 29, 1 1 :30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Bishop

Peter J. Jugis will celebrate Mass at 12 p.m. For

more information and directions, call Kathy Hack at

(704) 548-1834.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

KANNAPOLIS— St. Joseph Church, 1 08 St Joseph

The material included Masses for

various needs and intentions, ritual

Masses, and the eucharistic prayers for

Masses with children.

It said the final draft translation

for the missal should be published by
next spring. Then ICEL will complete

a second draft, taking into account

the reactions of English-language

bishops' conferences and the Vatican's

Congregation for Divine Worship and

the Sacraments.

After that, the bishops' conferences

vote on the second draft. The Vatican's

worship and sacraments congregation

then takes final action, considering any

eventual amendments that are proposed

by bishops' conferences.

Church sources said that, in the end,

most experts expect the Vatican to come
up with a single, consensus version of

the missal to serve the entire English-

speaking world.

St., will celebrate being designated as a parish

in the Diocese of Charlotte Oct. 7, 3-6 p.m. with

a bilingual Mass, potluck dirmer, parish history

slideshow, Spanish and English singing, events

sponsored by the youth group and preschool and

soccer games starting at 1 1 a.m. Ifyou are a priest

or deacon who has served at St. Joseph Church

or a parishioner interested in joining us, call

Christine in the office at (704) 932-4607.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

SYLVA — St. Mary, Mother of God, Church,

22 Bartlett St., will present "The Autumn ofOur
Lives" Oct. 13, beginning with Mass at 9 a.m.,

followed by a light breakfast. Father Walter

Williams will provide scriptural-based teachings

that will motivate and prepare us for this time

of our lives. We will end with a noon luncheon.

People over 40 are invited to attend. For more

information, call the office at (828) 586-9496.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

KERNERSVILLE — The Worldwide Children's

Holy Hour will be celebrated at Holy Cross

Church, 616 South Cherry St., Oct. 5. For more

information, see the entry in the Greensboro

Vicariate. Adoration participants will meet in

the library at 5:45 p.m. Adoration will begin

at 6 p.m., followed by the First Friday Mass at

7 p.m. For questions, call Geri at (336) 644-8883.

The sacrament of reconciliation will be available

during the holy hour.

Is your parish or school sponsoring

a free event open to the general

public? Deadline for all submissions

for the Diocesan Planner is 10 days

prior to desired publication date.

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Sept. 25— 1:30 p.m.

Building Commission meeting

Pastoral Center, Charlotte

Sept. 26 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Charlotte

Sept. 29— 12 p.m.

2007 Cursillo Grand Ultreya Mass

Steel Creek Park, Morganton

Sept. 30 — 11 a.m.

Dedication of new church

St. John the Evangelist Church, Waynesville

Vatican cardinal urges respect for

people's right to Tridentine Mass
VATICAN CITY (CNS)— As Pope

Benedict XVI's decree on the Tridentine

Mass went into effect, a Vatican cardinal

called on bishops and pastors to respect

the "right of the faithful" to have the

liturgy offered in the 1962 rite.

"Let's give thanks that the Holy Father

has recovered this treasure for the church,"

Cardinal Dario Castrillon Hoyos, head of

the Pontifical Commission "Ecclesia Dei,"

told Vatican Radio Sept. 13.

In July, a papal document said

Mass celebrated according to the 1962

Roman Missal, commonly known as

the Tridentine Mass, should be made
available in every parish where groups

of the faithful desire it. It also said any

priest could freely celebrate the rite.

The decree went into effect Sept. 14.

Cardinal Castrillon saidthe relaxation

ofrestrictions was not "a step backward,"

but a move to give greater liturgical

freedom to priests and the faithful.

"Nothing is being imposed on
anyone. The pope imposes no obligation;

but the pope does impose that this

possibility be offered where the faithful

ask for it," the cardinal said.

Some bishops had opposed the

change, fearing that their authority,

particularly in liturgical matters, might

be diminished.

Cardinal Castrillon said the decree

does not take any authority from bishops.

He said the Code of Canon Law already

makes it clear that it is not the bishop's

role to give permission for the celebration

of particular Masses, but is generally up

to parish pastors.

The cardinal said it was important

that local pastors "open the door" to all

qualified priests who want to celebrate

the Tridentine Mass.

The pope's document did not require

all parishes to automatically establish

a Tridentine Mass schedule, but it said

that where "a group of faithful attached

to the previous liturgical tradition exists

stably," the pastor should "willingly

accede" to their request to make the old

Mass available.

The document stipulated that priests

who use the 1962 Roman Missal must be

qualified to do so.

Remembering the miners

CNS PHOTO Bi b„i jN Lee. Interhountain Cathouc

Family members of miners Luis Hernandez and Juan Carlos Payan, lost Aug. 6 in the collapse of the

Crandall Canyon Mine in Huntington, Utah, lay roses Sept. 1 0 at one of seven holes bored into the mountain

in an effort to locate the miners. The group released balloons representing the six miners killed in the

cave-in and three miners who died trying to rescue them. Three of the miners were Catholic, and for the

service 25 of their family members traveled to the top of the hill where the mine is located.

Catholic groups send goods, workers to help

Indonesian quake victims
PALEMBANG, Indonesia (CNS)

— International and local Catholic

organizations sent aid and volunteers to

areas in Indonesia affected by the mid-

September earthquakes.

The Archdiocese of Palembang on

Indonesia's Sumatra Island sent financial

aid and volunteers to the quake-affected

area of Bengkulu, said Sacred Heart of

Jesus Father Antonius Yuswita.

Father Yuswita, archdiocesan vicar

general, said the archdiocese planned to

transfer nearly $17,000 as emergency

aid to St. John the Evangelist Church's

disaster committee in Bengkulu.

He said the archdiocese also was
sending a volunteer team of medical and

construction workers to help the victims.

"All aid from Catholics and through

the local Catholic Church is humanitarian,

meant for all victims, regardless of their

religious backgrounds," he said.

The powerful earthquakes that hit

Indonesia Sept. 12 and 13 severely

damaged buildings and forced thousands

of people to leave in fear of a tsimami. At

least, 10 people were reported killed, and

hundreds were injured.
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Igniting the faith of catechists
|

Bilingual Mass a success

About 200 people gather for the "Lighting the Fires of Faith
',

in Clemmons Sept. 1 5.

Photo by Deacon Gerald Potkay

i" workshop held at Holy Family Church

Catechists gather for enrichment, education
BY DEACON GERALD POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

CLEMMONS — About 200 people

gathered for enrichment and education at

"Lighting iflie Fires of Faith XIIL"

The bilingual event, an integral part

of the ongoing training for catechists,

youth ministers, RCIA teams and adult

education leaders, took place at Holy

Family Church in Clemmons Sept. 15.

Sponsored by the diocesan Office

of Faith Formation's northern region

office, the training was designed to help

those who serve Catholic youths obtain

certification and commissioning as

required by the Diocese of Charlotte.

A dozen presenters offered sessions

in English and Spanish. Topics included

Scripture, Catholic social teachings,

morality and the call to be a catechist.

"It is most commendable that so

many people voluntarily gave up their

Saturday to come here to this 13th edition

of 'Lighting the Fires of Faith' to learn

about Jesus, our Father and the church,"

said Loretta Bedner, a catechist at

St. Paul theApostle Church in Greensboro

who spoke on morality and Catholic

social teachings at the event.

According to Sister of Providence

Betty Paul, northern region coordinator

of faith formation, the 180 participants

represented 1 7 ofthe 22 churches located

within the Greensboro and Winston-

Salem vicariates and making up the faith

formation office's northern region.

"This indicates that there are many
new catechists this year and that they are

very interested in faithftilly serving our

children," said Sister Paul.

"It is important for all ofour parishes

to encourage catechists to take advantage

of these workshops to develop their own
faith, even as they learn how to teach our

children about the faith," she said.

In her first year as northern region

director, Sister Paul has visited most of

the churches in the two vicariates.

"I certainly recognize the determined

dedication ofthese volunteers in both time

and effort in their quest to help our young

people grow in their faith," she said.

Deacon Fred Scarletto, a permanent

deacon at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in High Point, presented sessions,

"The Call to be a Catechist," and "Using

the Lectionary in the Liturgical Year."

He has taught at the workshops for

the last four years.

"The fact is, there is so much about

the faith, about the church, that needs to be

addressed that I keep on doing it," he said.

After Deacon Scarletto's session

on being a catechist. Sue Myrick, a

parishioner at Holy Infant Church in

Reidsville, said, "We learned more about

what it means to be a catechist, including

my own personal call to worship, to serve

and to preach from the heart."

Richard Phillips, a parishioner of

Holy Cross Church in Kemersville,

enjoyed the session on "The Person and

Mission of Jesus."

"It gave me a more versatile way
of expressing who Jesus is and what his

church is here to do," said Phillips.

"The rewards that the kids get are

more than just their learning about

the faith. It makes the whole thing

worthwhile as they think more about

Jesus and why we love him," he said.
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Member St. Matthew Church and
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FatherJames Hawker, pastor ofSt. Luke Church in Mint Hill and vicarfor education in

the Diocese ofCharlotte, stands with children who attended the parish 'sfirst Spanish-

English Mass Sept. 9.

Nearly 70 people attended the Mass, a much higher number than Edra Alonso, the

parish 's Hispanic ministry coordinator, was expecting.

"Most parishes have about five people at Mass when they first start offering it in

Spanish, " she said in the Sept 7 issue ofThe Catholic News & Herald. "So, ifthere are

15people there, I'll be thrilled.
"

In the near future, Alonso plans to offerfaith formation classes, spiritual and social

ministries targetedfor Hispanics at St. Luke Church. She also wants to offer English as

a second language classes.

The bilingual Mass will be celebrated each Sunday at 1 p.m. at St. Luke Church.

Forward in faith

Father Matthew Kauth, pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Church in Franklin, is pictured with parishioners who

celebrated the sacraments of their first Communion and confirmation Aug. 26. Baptism, the Eucharist

and confirmation are considered the three sacraments of initiation in the Catholic Church.

Abbotswood Senior LivingI

Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding m^^M.
reputation of over 1 8 years of exemplary retirement ^f*^
living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1 - and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOISWOCO
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

b™ 3504 Flint Street • Greensbofo, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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A young girl prays during the Mass celebrating the 50th anniversary of St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte

Sept. 1 5.

CRUISE ONLY(withoutairfare'')

FOR $2,460!
The Diocese of Charlotte

invites you to leave winter behind and explore the

SeUTHERN eaRIBBEAN
and the PHNAMH e^NHL

Janaary 31 - February II, 2008

Join Fr. Mo West and cruise from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

aboard HoUani America's luxury ship ms Yolendam.

Your i2-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach
hammock, learn about Bahamian culture
* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a

submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch irvfluence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy
beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal — experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jimgle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native

markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!

* Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES airfare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ ship transfers, taxes, porterage and
all port charges! Optional: Arrange your own travel to Florida and save!

For a brochiu-e or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332

St. Gabriel Church

celebrates golden jubilee

JUBILEE, from page 1

Church Sept. 15.

Rather than giving a homily
following the Liturgy ofthe Word, Father

Bryon recollected the earliest days of the

parish. He spoke of clearing the hay in

the church's front yard by hand, playing

a pump organ "as loud as it would go,

which wasn't very loud," and how he

and 175 families became a community as

they laughed at their predicament.

"We started out happy, and for my
1 0 years at St. Gabriel, we always were,"

Father Bryon said.

The Mass culminated a celebration

that began in April with a Mass
recognizing the charter and early

members, past school principals, past

directors of religious education and the

Sisters ofMercy. In the following months

a carnival, fiesta and banner Sunday and

gala marked the anniversary.

"We wanted this year to promote

the sense of community we have at St.

Gabriel," said Pauline Jackson, volunteer

co-chairperson of the 50th-anniversary

activities.

Under Father Byron's direction, a

kindergartenwas begun in 1958, followed

in 1960 by a grade school staffed by

Sisters of Mercy from Belmont. The
school opened with 150 students; within

a few years, the enrollment had climbed

to 350, and a two-story gymnasiimi and

cafeteria were built.

Father Byron recalled passing by the

convent one evening and seeing Mercy
Sister Jeanne Marie Kienast playing the

piano as Mercy Sister Therese Galligan

came dancing into the room.
"1 once heard it said, 'the sisters are

a blessing to the church in that they teach

us how to live by doing it,'" he said.

From dozens to thousands

By the mid-1960s, parish membership

"We wanted this year

to promote the sense of

community we have at

St. Gabriel."

— Pauline Jackson

included more than 500 families. Msgr.

Michael J. O'Keefe, pastor at that time,

directed a parish renovation and expansion

project to accommodate more parishioners

at the crowded weekend Masses.

When groundbreaking ceremonies

took place in 1973 — a year after the

founding of the Diocese of Charlotte—
St. Gabriel Church was North Carolina's

largest parish with 690 families.

During the mid- to late- 1970s,

parish membership continued to grow
quickly and steadily, reflecting the city's

population growth. By 1 977, membership

included more than 1 ,000 families.

Today, St. Gabriel Church is the

second-largest parish in the Diocese

of Charlotte, with a parish registration

of 3,600 families under the pastoral

leadership of Father Frank O'Rourke;

Father Luis Osorio, parochial vicar;

and permanent deacons Ben Wenning,

Curtiss Todd, Dr. Richard Manners, Mark
Diener and Robert Gettelfinger.

Father Byron described his 10 years

at St. Gabriel, building the church and

the parish, as "a glory."

"To the best of my recollection, the

reason was that we laughed a lot ... and

we didn't take ourselves too seriously,"

he said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A: Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE PHOTOS?
More photographs of the 50th

anniversary (Vlass are available online at

www.charlottediocese.org.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Mercy Sisters Therese Galligan and Jeanne Marie Kienast pray the Our Father during the Mass celebrating

the 50th anniversary of St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte Sept. 1 5.
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Dominican Sister Ann Thomas
Griffin dies at 93

ADRIAN, Mich. — Dominican
Sister Ann Thomas Griffin, who served

in the Diocese of Charlotte, died at the

Dominican Life Center in Adrian, Mich.,

Aug. 15. She was 93 and in her 75th

year of religious profession to the Adrian

Dominican congregation.

Bom Anna Rita Griffin in Chicago,

Sister Griffin spent 10 years at St.

Elizabeth Church in Boone, serving as

a campus minister at Appalachian State

University from 1974 until 1984.

With a bachelor's degree in

mathematics, master's degrees in

mathematics and religious education, and

a doctorate in education. Sister Griffin

spent approximately 70 years ministering

in education at schools in Michigan,

North Carolina and Florida before

becoming a resident of the Dominican

Dominican Sister Ann Thomas Griffin

Life Center in 1991.

She is survived by nieces
and nephews.

Burial was in her congregation's

cemetery in Adrian. Memorials may
be made to Adrian Dominican Sisters,

1257 East Siena Heights Drive, Adrian,

Michigan, 49221.

Franciscan Sister Sprouse dies at 93
ALLEGANY, N.Y. — Franciscan

Sister Cosmas Sprouse, who grew up and

served in the Diocese of Charlotte, died

at the Franciscan Sisters of Allegany's

St. Elizabeth Motherhouse in Allegany,

N.Y.,Aug. 3. She was 93.

Bom Wyolene Mary Sprouse in

Spartanburg, S.C., and raised in Lenoir,

N.C., Sister Sprouse ministered at St.

Benedict the Moor Church in Winston-

Salem, as well as at parishes in Florida.

With a bachelor's degree in nursing

and a master's degree in education,

she served as a nurse and officer

in the U.S. Army in the European
Theater during World War IL She also

served in the nursing field at hospitals

in Massachusetts, New York and
Rhode Island. She is survived by a brother

and sister.

Burial was at St. Bonaventure
Cemetery in Allegany.

Toce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

1401 Patton Ave. 72 Loiig Shoals RoacI

Ashevillf, NC Aiden, NC
(828) 252-3335 (828) 687-353«

Join Other Catholics on an...

Alaska Cruise
And Pacific Northwest Vacation

Join other Catholics and depart (your choice) May 11 or June 22, 2008 on this 15-day vacation

including a seven-day deluxe Alaska Cruise with Holland America Line and a seven-day Pacific

Northwest vacation with Your Man Tours. Mass will be celebrated daily while on board ship for

those in the group who wish to participate. Your group will fly into Salt Lake City starting a six-night

motor coach tour of the Pacific Northwest visiting Salt Lake City (including the Mormon Tabernacle,

Beehive House and Great Salt Lake); Jackson Hole, Wyoming; Grand Teton National Park; West

Yellowstone; two days in Yellowstone (Old Faithful) National Park; Montana; Lake Coeur d'Alene;

the Grand Coulee Dam; Washington; the Cascade Mountains; and British Columbia. In Vancouver

you will board your five-star ship, HAL's ms Statendam. Next, travel through a wondrous maze of

forested-island and glacier-carved fjords, past charming coastal villages, migrating whales and

calving glaciers to Juneau, Skagway, Ketchikan and spectacular Glacier Bay . After the caiise

you'll take a scenic drive to Seattle, spending one night before flying home. Prices for this 15-day

vacation start at only $1848 (per person, double occupancy) (add $150 for the June 22 departure).

Included is the seven-day deluxe Alaska cruise, seven nights hotels, lots of motor coach

sightseeing throughout the Pacific Northwest, transfers, baggage handling, port charges and taxes.

Enjoy springtime on the May 11 departure or longer daylight hours departing June 22. Add $600

for round-trip airfare from Chariotte.

$100 deposits are now due . Friends and family are welcome .

For Information, Reservations, Brochure, Call 7 Days a Week:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626
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Vatican: food, water must

be provided to patients

FOOD, from page 1

The text was prepared by the

Congregation for the Doctrine of the

Faith in the form of a response to

questions raised by the U.S. bishops'

conference. It was signed by U.S.

Cardinal WilHam J. Levada, prefect of

the doctrinal congregation, and approved

by the pope before publication.

The congregation's document
strongly reaffirmed points made by
Pope John Paul 11 in a landmark speech

in 2004, when he said nutrition and

hydration, even by "artificial" means
such as feeding tubes, should generally

be considered ordinary care and not

extraordinary medical treatment.

That was a key point, because the

church teaches that "extraordinary"

means of treatment for unresponsive

patients can sometimes be discontinued.

Clarifying the issues

The late pope's speech prompted

questions in the theological and medical

communities, and the U.S. bishops'

Committee on Doctrine submitted
questions to the congregation in 2005 to

clarify the issues.

After a lengthy study, the

congregation released its responses to

two basic questions.

First, it said, administering food and

water to a patient in a vegetative state is

"It is not, nor is it mean to

be, a treatment that cures

the patient, but is rather

ordinary care aimed at the

preservation of life."

— Congregation for the

Doctrine of the Faith

morally obligatory "to the extent to which,

and for as long as, it is shown to accomplish

its proper finality, which is the hydration

and nourishment ofthe patient."

"In this way suffering and death

by starvation and dehydration are

prevented," it said.

Second, the congregation said it was
notmorally acceptable to discontinue such

care even when physicians judge that the

patient will never regain consciousness.

"A patient in a 'permanent vegetative

state' is a person with fimdamental human
dignity and must, therefore, receive

ordinary and proportionate care which

includes, in principle, the administration

of water and food even by artificial

means," it said.

The congregation's accompanying

commentary explored the reasons behind

the church's teaching and explained a few

scenarios where exceptions might apply.

It noted that the very expression

"vegetative state," which the church

reluctantly uses because it is a common
medical term, is unfortunate and
misleading. Patients in this state maintain

21 years ago, Brian withdrew $300
and drove his wife to the clinic . .

.

One house, two minivans and three
kids later, there's still no one who

can fill these shoes.

Abortion rates have plummeted. Those who've been there know v/hy.

jar,on th;ows o meon tasr bail Gia-'ie doesr;'- know a stronger ond jen s the bookish one.

3-icin and Use ;ovs their lc:d:-, b-J <hey v/ondet oboiit the one thol come along when Usa was sick and
Brian ios! his pb. The i::o:,nseioi ic:d there y^os no way they couid moke it work Now, they'd give

onything to try. They never %poke of the cborlion cgair-: .. unii; tire day LiiO savJ her first r;itra?o;;nd - one

tier first pict-jie of Jen. tronrcoiiy, Ihe day Liso !eil oport was. the day she and 3rion teoliy got il together.

They found the sttengrh conironi a grief as iir'b»crably big os o tiny poir of shoes.

WWW.UnChaic« . info
An unwanted choice is no choice at all.

CSS Abortion is the ^cho^ee^
Unwanted. Unsafe. Unfoir,

Would you like to experience God's love and healing after an abortion? Consider coining to the

Rachel's Vineyard Retreat in Rock Hill, SC on September 28-30. Sponsored by Catholic Social

Services Respect Life Office of the Diocese of Charlotte, the weekend is totciUy confidential. For
more information and to register, please call 704-370-3229 or 704-231-2030 (cell), or visit

www.rachelsvineyard.org.

CNS PHOTO BY Jim Stem, ftEitTERS

People pray in support of keeping Terii Schiavo alive during a protest outside the Woodside Hospice in Pinellas

Park, Ra., in this March 1 8, 2005, photo. The case of Schiavo, a brain-damaged woman, fueled debate and

legal wrangling about whether a person in a persistent vegetative state must receive food and water Schiavo

died 1 3 days after her feeding tube was removed March 1 8, 2005, at the order of a Florida judge.

full human dignity, right up to natural

death, it said. Moreover, such patients

are not necessarily terminally ill and

generally carry on basic metabolic

functions. They are simply unable to feed

themselves, it said.

'If they are not provided artificially

with food and liquids, they will die, and

the cause of their death will be neither an

illness nor the 'vegetative state' itself, but

solely starvation and dehydration," it said.

The commentary said the artificial

administration of food and water usually

does not impose a heavy burden on
the patient or the relatives, although it

acknowledged that the burden could

become notable when such treatment

continues for months or years.

Nutrition and hydration does not

require excessive expense and does not

of itself require hospitalization, it said.

"It is not, nor is it meant to be, a

treatment that cures the patient, but

is rather ordinary care aimed at the

preservation of life," it said.

In that sense, it said, the general

ethical principle is that "the provision of

water and food, even by artificial means,

always represents a natural means for

preserving life and is not a therapeutic

treatment. Its use should therefore be

considered ordinary and proportionate,

even when the 'vegetative state' is

prolonged."

That was also the conclusion ofPope

John Paul's 2004 speech and reflects the

development of church statements over

the last 50 years, the Vatican said.

Possible exceptions

In a discussion of exceptions to this

basic moral principle, the congregation

outlined three possible situations:

— In very remote or impoverished

places, artificial provision of food and

water may be physically impossible.

— Because of complications, a

patient may be unable to assimilate foods

and liquids, so their provision becomes

useless.

— In some rare cases, artificial

nourishment and hydration may be

excessively burdensome for the patient or

may cause significant physical discomfort.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops, in a question-and-answer

commentary on the Vatican document,

also looked at the potential exceptions.

It said there are medical situations

in which it is moral to withhold nutrition

and hydration — for example, a patient

in the last stages ofstomach cancer might

refuse nutrition and hydration because it

causes pain and produces little benefit.

But the vegetative state is not itself a

case of imminent dying and, therefore, it

is generally not a burden to nourish such

patients, it said.

The USCCB commentary said

providing such nutrition and hydration

could impose significant financial burdens

on Catholic health care facilities, which

are sometimes obliged to bear the cost of

health care for families that are poor or

have no health insurance.

"In the loving care that they provide

to such persons, with the assistance of

the entire Catholic community, they can

provide concrete examples ofthe church's

commitment to human life," it said.

No change in teaching

In an interview with Vatican Radio,

U.S. Dominican Father J. Augustine Di

Noia, undersecretary of the doctrinal

congregation, said the insistence on

nutrition and hydration as an ordinary

means of treatment does not represent a

change in church teaching.

It should be remembered, he said,

that the person in a persistent vegetative

state generally does not face imminent

death and so is "not actually dying, in

that sense, any more th any of us."

"The church is noi here enjoining

a kind of excessive prolongation of

life, but simply saying that to withdraw

nutiition and hydration is to end a life

that would otherwise con tinue naturally,"

Father Di Noia said.

What the congregation is also saying

is that the "quality of life" frequently

mentioned as a determining factor in

medical care is not a judgment that is "in

our hands to make," he said.

He said the church teaches that life is

a gift from God and that human dignity

en ' ires through a person's entire physical

ci lopment— from the mother's womb
to le moment of natural death.-
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Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Mary Herr (left) chats with Barney Offerman and Jan Valder, who nominated her for the 2007 Bishop

Sullivan Peace and Justice Award. Herr received the award at the Catholic Committee of Appalachia's

conference at Living Waters Catholic Reflection Center in Maggie Valley Sept. 1 5.

Mary Herr receives peace and
justice award

BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

MAGGIE VALLEY — Mary Hen-

has received the Bishop Sullivan Peace

and Justice Award for 2007.

Herr, who retired last year as the

Smoky Mountain Vicariate's faith

formation coordinator and Native

American multicultural worker, received

the award Sept. 1 5 during the Catholic

Committee of Appalachia's (CCA)
conference.

This year themed "Weaving a

Diverse Landscape: Food as a Common
Thread," the CCA conference was held

at Living Waters Catholic Reflection

Center in Maggie Valley Sept. 14-16.

"I was astonished that I was
nominated, and then I was overwhelmed

that I was receiving it," Herr said. "I

think there are so many more people who
are deserving."

The award is named for its first

recipient. Bishop Walter F. Sullivan,

then-bishop ofthe Diocese ofRichmond,

Va., who was honored in 2000. The CCA
selects the award recipients.

Nomination criteria for the Bishop

Sullivan Peace and Justice Award:

— any person who has at least 10 years'

experience in peace and justice-type

work in Appalachia, such as housing

minorities, community organizing, prisons,

environment, workers' rights, women's

empowerment, health issues, education,

living wage, dismantling racism, death

penalty moratorium, and so forth;

— a person who is supportive of the

Appalachian pastoral messages 'This

Land is Home to Me" and "At Home in

the Web of Life";

— a compassionate person;

— a CCA member.

Nomination criteria include being

a CCA member and having performed

significant peace and justice work in

Appalachia.

Herr serves on the CCA board

of directors. Benedictine Sister Jan

Barthel, CCA board chair, lauded

Herr's "organization, enthusiasm and

commitment."

"She's a real joy to have on the

board. She knows her issues and she's

committed to them," said Sister Barthel.

Barney Offerman and his wife, Jan

Valder, parishioners at St. Peter Church

in Charlotte, felt Herr fit the criteria.

Their nomination essay described her as

a "compassionate, courageous, caring,

sharing, loving woman who also has a

sense of humor."

They noted her volunteer work
with AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers

in Service to America) in Virginia

and West Virginia. Herr trained as a

paralegal and in turn trained others, then

"worked for the legal services program

as a community educator and paralegal

supervisor on the Qualla Boundary, the

Cherokee Indian reservation (in Western

North Carolina). . . . She was the Qualla

Boundary's first guardian ad litem, a

children's advocate."

Herr has also served on the Diocese

of Charlotte's Catholic Campaign for

Human Development committee. She

continues to be involved in efforts to stop

mountaintop removal and to encourage

efforts such as the theme of this year's

CCA conference — encouraging people

to buy locally-grown food.

"Mary has been nourished personally

by her life in Appalachia and, in turn, she

has nourished Appalachia," Offerman

and Valder said.

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

Weaving Appalachia's landscape,

shaping its future
BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH

CORRESPONDENT

MAGGIE VALLEY— The Catholic

Committee of Appalachia's annual

meeting, this year themed "Weaving a

Diverse Landscape: Food as a Common
Thread," was held at Living Waters

Catholic Reflection Center in Maggie
Valley Sept. 14-16.

The meeting focused on food- and

health-related issues. Kate Slattery of

the Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture

Project spoke on the "Connection
between Healthy Soil, Healthy Food and

Healthy People."

Dr. Ann Bullock, medical director

of the Health and Medical Division for

the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians,

talked about "The Cormection of Stress

and Trauma to Diabetes."

A food fair featured organic and

sustainable farm produce and offered

ideas, suggestions and materials

for attendees to take to their homes
and parishes.

A film also showed the devastation

ofmoimtaintop removal aimed at mining

coal and other minerals.

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Emily lafrate of Tyler County, W.Va., plays with Ella Reindel-Swan, 21 months, daughter of Patrick Reindel

and Kelly Swan of Charleston, W.Va., during a break in the Catholic Committee of Appalachia's annual

meeting at Living Waters Catholic Reflection Center in Maggie Valley Sept. 14-16.

Most Rev. Peter J. Jugis
Bishop ofthe Diocese of Charlotte

Invites You OnA <Pil^rima^e To

49^^ IntematiomC

^ucfiaristic Congress
Celebrating the 400^ Anniversary ofQuebec

Ste Anne de Beaupre, Quebec Si. Joseph Oratory Chateau frontenac

June 14 - 23, 2008'Your 10 <Day <Pilgnmage T^ourIndvdes:

> Round irip scheduled air from Charloue to Montreal

> Nine (9) nights hotel accommodations at (he 4 star Chateau Laurier Hotel, Quebec City (or similar)

> Sightseeing tour of Quebec including: the Citadelle, Plains of Abraham,

Chateau Fronienac. and Notre-Dame des Victoires Church

> Half day trip to the Shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre

> Evening tour to the He d'Orlean.s with dinner in a traditional "Sugar Shack'

> Deluxe coach for round trip airport transfer from Montreal to Quebec City

> Hotel porterage for 1 piece of luggage per person and local taxes

> Registration fee to attend the Eucharistic Congress:

>A week long experience of faith centered on the Eucharist

>Closing Eucharistic celebration on the Plains of Abraham

>•Visit the Quebec Eucharistic Congress website, www.cci2008.ca for more details

Deposit by October 3

1

for special rale of only:

$2,899*

Call Corporate Travel at 800-727-1999; exL 121 to book today - Limited Availability!
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Lab will help build financial

literacy, stronger families

LAB, from page 1

"St. William is such a blessing

to us," said Claudie Burchfield, OEO
director. "We could not function as

well if we were not on the grounds of

St. William Catholic Church."

The lab has four computer stations

with laptop computers to teach financial

literacy. The fifl;h station will be used

by a part-time computer lab coordinator

who will be hired soon.

"We want people to understand

financial literacy at the most basic level,"

Burchfield said.

People will learn such skills as

budgeting, pulling up their credit reports,

online banking services, online financial

literacy programs and computer training

in how to access these services so that

they become financially self-sufficient.

The ABLE Financial Literacy

Program also offers individuals and

families the opportunity to attendfinancial

BEGLEY, from page 1

"Those who need help— theirjob is

to summon us to be a caring community,"

including helping them to become more
financially literate, Glenmary Father

John Rausch said.

Father Rausch, director of the

Catholic Committee on Appalachia
and coordinator of the Commission
for Justice and Peace for the Diocese

of Lexington, Ky., was one of two
keynote speakers at the Bishop Begley

Conference on Appalachia III.

Focusing on financial literacy, the

conference, held at the Hinton Rural Life

Center Sept. 8, was sponsored by the

diocesan Office of Justice and Peace and

its Office of Economic Opportunity in

Murphy. Speakers talked about those who
"just get by" or go under, and those who

literacy workshops and seminars. They

can meet with a trained counselor once

a month for "one-on-one" sessions to

develop plans of action for debt repair,

repayment or budget planning.

The ABLE program has sponsored

classes on budgeting, renters' rights

(attended by both renters and landlords) and

affordable housing. Free tax preparation

for low-income people are offered in

collaboration with community partners.

Carolyn McCarterWoods, ofOnTrack

Financial Education & Counseling in

Asheville, spends a day each month at

the OEO.
"I never say to people, 'If you just

budget, everything will be OK,'" Smith

said; there's much more involved.

It means such steps as clearing

up debt by making better decisions

and becoming financially literate, and

achieving financial stability.

The OEO understands that "families

are strengthened when there's increased

knowledge about financial matters,"

said Joe Purello, director of the diocesan

Office of Justice and Peace.

"Community strength is increased or

thrive: Father Rausch spoke about the

fiinge economy and the working poor.

Fromfringe tofriendships

The working poor have jobs, often

at minimum wage. Many are single-

parent families. According to Father

Rausch, people in these circumstances

can be financially illiterate, trapped in

a "fiinge economy" in which they pay

more for services than do the financially

sophisticated, simply because they don't

know that alternatives exist.

If someone has a bank account, for

example, he or she can go to a bank

to cash his or her paycheck or social

security check for fi-ee. However, those

in the fiinge economy include the 12

million households in this country who
are "unbanked."

To cash their paychecks, they may use

check-cashing establishments that charge

fees— fees that could pay for necessities.

A financially illiterate person might

decreased by the financial knowledge of

families," he said.

Some people visiting the OEO for

the first time are so intimidated that they

don't even look directly at the people

who work there, but, "Everyone who
comes through the door is welcome
here," Burchfield said, and they begin

to relax.

People can come to the OEO "just as

they are," Burchfield said.

pay several hundred dollars to a tax

preparer, not realizing that there are

organizations that prepare income tax

forms for fi-ee.

To help those who are less financially

educated, Father Rausch suggested that

churches and individuals find ways to get

to know them as friends.

"An authentic relationship is a two-

way street," Father Rausch said. "We are

all teachers, and people will teach us. We
in the church have got to continue asking

people, 'tell me about your life,' (just as)

Jesus listened to people's stories."

Partner with someone, using your

expertise to help him or her, suggested

Father Rausch.

For example, if someone wants

to buy something from a rent-to-own

store, go with that person "so that you

can ask the questions (about such things

as financing) that the unsophisticated

person might not know to ask," Father

Rausch said.

Lively choices

Carolyn Richardson Smith, the

second keynote presenter, spoke of how
a caring community means "livelihood"

in the Midwestern farm areas, in which

she primarily works.

Smith, former director of
community resources for the Ligutti

Rural Community Support Program
with the National Catholic Rural Life

Conference in Iowa, is a community and

organizational development and small-

business planning consultant.

Most rural families with whom she

is acquainted practice livelihood, which

is not the same as a job. Livelihood is a

whole way of life, she said.

Those with a livelihood have
resiliency, she said. They understand

the situation as completely as possible,

find resources available and figure

out ways to combine them to make it

through tough situations. "People have

to have solid foundations to make good

choices," she said.

Netta McFadden, coordinator for the

OEO's Far West Families First program,

summed it up very well at the Bishop

Begley Conference on Appalachia the

next day, Sept. 8.

"It's about self-esteem, being able

to hold your head up, being able to look

someone straight in the eye," she said.

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

They look realistically at their

situationanddevise "deliberate constructs

to create more positive understanding o;;^

meaning for the situation," Smith said.

They consider what worked and

what didn't in the past, she said.

"Resiliency then constructs bridges

from the present to a better future,"

Smith said. "The ability to think in

the future and a concern for future

generations are common bridges used by

resilient thinkers."

They also use what they already

have in new ways, set goals and find

others who think in new ways and can

work with them, she said.

Sense ofmission

The Bishop Begley Conference?

grew out oftwo documents issued by the

Catholic bishops ofAppalachia.

"This Land is Home to Me:A Pastoral

Letter on Powerlessness in Appalachia"

(1975), was signed by 25 U.S. bishops,

including Bishop Michael J. Begley, first

bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte.

"At Home in the Web of Life:

A Pastoral Message on Sustainable

Communities in Appalachia," 1995,

celebrated the 20th anniversary of "This

Land is Home to Me."

The Catholic Committee of

Appalachia has just issued a combined

edition of the two letters.

Father Rausch, in his introduction

to that combined edition, writes, "We in

the Catholic Committee of Appalachia

reissue these pastorals tohelp reinvigorate

the sense of mission and ministry to the

mountains.

"We continue to identify with the

words of the bishops' pastorals: 'The

dream of the mountains' struggle, and

the dream of simplicity and justice, like

so many other repressed visions are, we
believe, the voice ofthe Lord among us.'"

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

m docPod
diocese of charlotte podca

It's news and
inspiration about
the Diocese of CharSotte!

Eucharistic Congress and

Catholic Radio Comes to Charlotte

Subscribe today
— it's FREE!
Check it out at

Nwww.ChartotteDiocese.org.

Conference explores

financial literacy, livelihood



10 The Catholic News & Herald September 21,2007

Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: SEPT. 30, 2007

Church officials examine
book by theologian Father

Peter Phan
Possible ambiguities on role ofchurch may exist

in book

BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON— Church officials

are examining a book written by a

Vietnamese-American theologian, Father

Peter Phan, for possible ambiguities on

the unique role of the Catholic Church in

the framework of religious pluralism.

"There has been correspondence and

dialogue" between Father Phan and the

U.S. bishops' Committee on Doctrine,

according to Father Thomas Weinandy,

a Capuchin Franciscan who is executive

director of the U.S. bishops' Secretariat

for Doctrine and Pastoral Practices.

Father Phan is a member of the

theology department at Jesuit-run

Georgetown University in Washington.

Father Weinandy told Catholic News
Service Sept. 13 he could not comment
on the private dialogue in order to

"respect the privacy of Father Phan and

the work of the committee."

A Sept. 12 story by the National

Catholic Reporter said the Vatican

Congregation for the Doctrine of

the Faith has voiced concerns about

Father Phan's book, "Being Religious

Interreligiously: Asian Perspectives on

Interfaith Dialogue," published in 2004.

NCR said the congregation's primary

concern over the book is that it is

"notably confused on a number of points

of Catholic doctrine and also contains

serious ambiguities."

AnofficialattheVaticanCongregation

for the Doctrine of the Faith said the

congregation had no comment on the

report. Father Phan could not be reached

for comment by CNS.
The central issues of concern,

according to the article, included the

book's unclear descriptions on Christ's

role as universal savior, the function of

the Catholic Church in salvation and the

value of non-Christian religions.

Although Father Phan was reportedly

asked to write an article clarifying these

issues and to request his publisher not

to reprint the book, the theologian had

not yet complied with these requests,

according to the NCR report.

Father Phan, a former Salesian, is a

priest of the Dallas Diocese who came
to the United States as a refugee from

Vietnam in 1975. He holds the EUacuria

chair of Catholic social thought in the

theology department at Georgetown.

The priest, who has three doctorates,

is a former president of the Catholic

Theological Society of America. Along
with his teaching position at Georgetown
University, he is also on the faculty

of the East Asian Pastoral Institute in

Manila, Philippines, and Liverpool Hope
University in England.

He has published numerous
theological writings particularly on Asian

Christianity and global issues affecting

the Catholic Church.

In a statement released Sept. 13 by
Georgetown University, a spokeswoman
said university officials were aware ofthe

correspondence between Father Phan and

church officials but they respected the

"privacy of that exchange."

"Georgetown University embraces

academic freedom and supports the

free exchange of ideas in order to foster

dialogue on critical issues of the day,

especially those related to faith, ethics and

international affairs," the statement said.

One idea in Father Phan's book that is

in dispute is that of religious relativism, or

that many faiths offer valid spiritual paths.

The inquiry into Father Phan's writing

is reminiscent ofthe Vatican investigation

into the writings of Jesuit Father Jacques

Dupuis, an expert on religious pluralism,

who died three years ago.

The Belgian-born priest's book,

"Toward a Christian Theology of
Religious Pluralism," was closely

examined by the doctrinal congregation

from 1998 to 2001. After the three-year

study, the congregation concluded the

book contained no doctrinal errors,

but said there were "ambiguities and
difficulties on important points which
could lead a reader to erroneous or

harmful opinions."

Terrence Tilley, president-elect ofthe

Catholic Theological Society of America
and chairman of the theology department

at Jesuit-run Fordham University, told

CNS Sept. 14 that he could not comment
in depth over the inquiry into Father

Phan's book without having seen the

documents about it firsthand.

But he noted that the book grapples

with "rather technical" theological issues

and also stems from a unique Asian

perspective.

Tilley said the book examines "how
we can live out our tradition in the midst

of other traditions" — an issue that he

said "needs to be explored more fully."

He said he is confident this concept

can be further developed, noting that

these types of discussions take time,

such as the "400 years to come to an

understanding with Lutherans about

faith and works" and the past 40 years of

coming to "understand how God's grace

comes to non-Christians."

"It seems perhaps premature to end

the exploration," he said, "or to say only

one path forward is open— without more
theological disputation."

Sept. 30, Twenty-sixtln

Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Amos 6:Ia, 4-7

Psalms 146:7, 8-9, 9-10

2) 1 Timothy 6:11-16

3) Gospel: Luke 16:19-31

Faith should

be approached
with enthusiasm,

fervor

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

At this time of year, our household,

along with hundreds ofothers inAmerica,

is consumed with children's activities as

programs begin anew.

For my eighth-grader, these consist

of a new school term, soccer season and,

this year, confirmation preparation. Each
has its own set of regisfration forms,

permission slips, participation fees and

schedules of meetings and practices.

Given the way these things work and

the busy-ness ofour family's life, it's pretty

easy to take the path of least resistance

and freat preparation for the sacrament as

simply one more extracurricular activity.

Unfortunately, having observed other

families in my situation, it seems that

the enthusiasm for competitive sports

at any level often far outweighs that for

sacramental catechesis.

Without picking on overextended

parents, criticizing particular parish

programs or denigrating youth sports and

their benefits, I must admit that the idea of
"competing" for the faith and "laying hold

of eternal life," featured in the reading

from 1 Timothy, makes me pause.

What would it be like if Christians

really and truly "laid hold of the gift of

faith and its sacramental confession made
"in the presence ofmany witnesses," with

the same fervor that we bring to our many
entertainments and creature comforts?

What if the complacency of
consumerist America, like that of the

Zion of Amos or the Palestine of Jesus,

were supplanted with zeal for the justice

and mercy of the Lord?

What if I personally allowed that

kind of enthusiasm to break through the

barricade ofmy own narrow concerns?

The word "enthusiasm," according

to its Greek roots, means "in possession

by a god." I've also heard it explained

this way: "en" + "theos" (in God) ending

with I.A.S.M. (I am sold myself).

May we be so thoroughly "sold" on

God's reign and so possessed by God's

spirit that the daily disposition of all our

time and resources — from children's

soccer practices to caring for the poor in

our midst — truly becomes the stuff of

eternal life to which we lay claim.

Questions:

In what ways have you become too

complacent/absorbed in your own narrow

concerns to appreciate the gift of faith

you've been given? What is God calling

you to become more enthusiastic about?

Scripture to be Illustrated:

"Compete well for the faith. Lay hold

of eternal life, to which you were called

when you made the noble confession

in the presence of many witnesses"

(1 Timothy 6:12).

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPT 23-29

Sunday (Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Amos 8:4-7, 1 Timothy 2:1-8, Luke 16:1-13;

Monday, Ezra 1:1-6, Luke 8:16-18; Tuesday, Ezra 6:7-8, 12, 14-20, Luke 8:19-21; Wednesday

(Sts. Cosmas & Damian), Ezra 9:5-9, Tobit 13:2-4, 7-8, Luke 9:1-6; Thursday (St. Vincent

de Paul), Haggai 1:1-8, Luke 9:7-9; Friday (St. Wenceslaus), Haddai 2:1-9, Luke 9:18-22;

Saturday, Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, John 1:47-51.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPT 30-OCT 6

Sunday (Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Amos 6:1, 4-7, 1 Timothy 6:11-16, Luke

16:19-31; Monday (St. Therese of Lisieux), Zechariah 8:1-8, Luke 9:46-50; Tuesday (The

Guardian Angels), Zachariah 8:20-23, Matthew 18:1-5, 10; Wednesday, Nehemiah 2:1-8, Luke

9:57-62; Thursday (St. Francis of Assisi), Nehemiah 8:1-12, Luke 10:1-12; Friday, Baruch

1:15-22, Luke 10:13-16; Saturday (St. Bruno, Bl. Marie-Rose Durocher), Baruch 4:5-12, 27-

29, Luke 10:17-24.

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing coitipanies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing probtem fixed, save mottey, and get a precise Appoinlisient Window so you don't have to

waste time vtmvtng.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte
'

(704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarms counties

www.3wa>^iunibing.com Proud member of St. James Church
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Coming
Soon...

Going
Fast!

The exciting Pennybyrn at Maryfield is almost fully reserved -

tliat means only a few more can take advantage ofpre-opening

pricing. Will you be one ofthem?

This architecturally stunning new retirement community is

scheduled to open soon. An active, modern lifestyle that offers

you gorgeous private residences, superior amenities and a

professional staff to provide unparalleled services. . .it's the

retirement lifestyle that you've been waiting for!

Don't let this opportunity pass you by. Current pricing ends

soon! Call (336) 821-4050 or toll-free (866) 627-9343 today.,

prices will never be this low again!

at MARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother ofGod

Missouri, Virginia musicians

combine Catholicism, bluegrass
BY MITCH FINLEY

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

SPOKANE, Wash. — Bluegrass

music, with its high lonesome sound, has

roots in both hillbilly music and early

blues music.

In 1947, Bill Monroe, known as the

"father of bluegrass music," put together

what many regard as the first true

bluegrass band, when banjo innovator

Earl Scruggs joined Monroe's Blue
Grass Boys.

Monroe always included sacred

or gospel songs in his repertoire, but

the primary influence was a generic

evangelical Protestant Christianity. There

are no gospel bluegrass "standards"

about the Mass, the sacraments— except

vague references to baptism— or any of

the saints, in particular Mary.

Catholic bluegrass music simply has

never existed— until recently, that is.

Father Edward James Richard —
pronounced "Ree-shard," revealing the

priest's Louisiana Cajun roots — is a

LaSalette Missionary priest who teaches

at his order's Kenrick-Glennon Seminary

near St. Louis.

On the side Father Richard, 50, is

a bluegrass musician who has played

guitar since he was a boy and five-string

banjo since his college years.

"I learned by listening and watching

others," he said. He has the Scruggs book,

"Earl Scruggs and the Five String Banjo."

He said his "main influence" is

banjoist and singer Ralph Stanley, and

he has "learned a lot listening to" the

recordings of veteran five-string banjo

player Butch Robbins.

With a bluegrass band he put together.

Father Richard has recorded three CDs,

the sales of which help support the

missionary efforts of his order's 200
members in North and South America.

"I like bluegrass music," Father

Richard said, "and I have liked it since I

first heard it (growing up in Louisiana).

... Music is spiritual and healing. It's a

special gift that God gave us.

"Bluegrass music falls into the

category of music that really belongs to

the people," he continued. "It grew up

out of tunes that were passed down fi-om

generations, and it has a lot of stories

about common experiences. Gospel
music is integral to bluegrass."

Sometimes, Father Richard changes

"a word or two" in a classic gospel

bluegrass song, "because," he said,

"theologically or biblically, they were

just wrong."

On his CDs, the priest includes songs

he wrote based on themes that those

outside Catholic tradition overlook.

"I write about the Eucharist," the

priest said, "the Blessed Virgin Mary and

other Catholic themes."

He often plays for non-Catholic

groups and receives a warm welcome.

"I have played in a lot of churches of

various denominations," he said, "(and)

even in a synagogue. I have incorporated

my music into my ministry. ... It is also an

outreach to those who don't know about

Our Lady of LaSalette.

"It seems to work well, also, when

CNS PHOTO BY Mark Kempf

Father Edward lames Richard, with his banjo, is

pictured outside Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in

St. Louis.

I can combine speaking of moral issues

and performing," he said.

Another influential Catholic
presence in the American bluegrass

music community is five-string banjo

player and publisher John Lawless.

His company promotes and supports

playing the traditional bluegrass

instruments, primarily banjo, guitar,

mandolin and fiddle, and produces both

video and print learning resources.

Lawless grew up Norfolk, Va., in

Sacred Heart Church. Today he lives

in Roanoke, Va., and attends Mass at

St. Andrew Church.

"My interest in banjo music goes

back to a very young age," he said,

"although I didn't start playing seriously

until I graduated from high school."

He said that as a boy he was "a

devoted fan of the 'Captain Kangaroo'

program on television, and a regular

character, Mr. Green Jeans, played a ...

banjo on the show."

"It appealed to me right away,"

he said. "It was reinforced by the '60s

folk music my parents played at home
— Kingston Trio, etc. — but it wasn't

until I started hearing bluegrass banjo as

a teen that the notion that I could learn to

play really took hold."

Lawless said he has "pondered a

good bit" the question of why relatively

few Catholics actively play and enjoy

bluegrass music.

"Part of it, I think," he said, "is

simply the immigration patterns when
European Catholics came to the United

States. They tended to congregate around

northern, urban areas while bluegrass

music, and earlier hillbilly styles, were a

southeastern, rural phenomenon."
Rarely these days. Lawless said,

does he encounter negative attitudes

toward Catholics in the bluegrass music

community.

But his favorite experience of

ignorance concerning Catholicism came
from a banjo student who asked, "What
is it that you Catholics don't believe? It's

something weird — you don't believe

that Jesus died on the cross?"

"I explained to him how the earliest

Catholics preserved and compiled what he

now accepts as the inerrant word of God, •

but I'm not sure he bought it," he said.
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Remembering Mother Teresa

Courtesy Photo by Caroline Coppola

Father Brian Cook, pastor of St. Leo the Great Church in Winston-Salem, talks to

students in the gymnasium of St. Leo the Great School Sept. 5 about Blessed Mother

Teresa and his encounter with her during her visit to Washington, D.C The date

marked the 10th anniversary ofthe death ofthe world-renowned nun, who lived in this

eastern Indian city ofCalcutta.

That same day at Mother Teresa 's tomb in Calcutta, Sister Nirmala Joshi, Mother

Teresa 's successor, spoke to more than 150 men, women and childrenfrom slum areas

where Mother Teresa had begun her mission among the poorest ofthepoor.

Sister Joshi said she was "overwhelmed withjoy " and had "a greatfeeling ofgratitude

for what God has given to each one ofus, especially in Calcutta, " through Mother Teresa.

She wanted all to "pray to mother to instill in us love for God and all his children,

especially the neglected, poor and those who have nowhere to go.
"

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, Charlotte, is seeking a faith-filled, full-time Director of

Music Ministry. Working collaboratively with the Pastor, responsibilities include

planning music and playing for four weekend Masses, Holy Days, sacramental

liturgies, funerals and weddings; directing adult and youth choirs; training cantors;

expanding the present ministry. Candidates should have a degree in music or

related field; vocal, keyboard and directing skills; a thorough knowledge of and

experience with Catholic liturgy; good communication and organization skills. Salary

commensurate with experience and ability. Send resume to: Fr. Remo DiSalvatore

at broremo99@bellsouth.net.

DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Full-time Director of Major Gifts

Candidate must be a college graduate with a degree in marketing,

communications, business administration or related field; five years

experience in fund development and major gifts. Applicants should have

strong interpersonal and communication skills, and the ability to interact

well with diverse groups. Responsibilities include developing strategies,

events, and materials to infomi, engage, cultivate and solicit current and

prospective major gifts prospects.

Please submit resume to Jim Kelley, Office of Development, 1123 South

Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203 by September 30, 2007. Questions

to 704-370-3301 or email atjkkelley@charlottediocese.org

A council of students

Courtesy Phot

Father Brian Cook, pastor ofSt. Leo the Great Church in Winston-Salem, blesses th (te

newly installed student council officers and class representatives ofSt. Leo the Grea Ud

School during Mass in the church Sept. 14.

The student council advises the school administration concerning the needs am
desires of the students; participates in carrying out religious, social, academic am

administrative programs concerning the student body; and, with the advice am
consent oftheprincipal, plans and conducts socialfunctions andfundraising activitie,

for the school and community.

^

A gathering of grandparents

Courtesy Phoi

Students of St. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem and their grandparents enjoy refreshments ii

the gymnasium during "Grandparents' Day" Sept. 7. Many of the grandparents joined the students fo

Mass, then toured their grandchildren's classrooms.

Classifieds

FOR RENT

CONDO: OCEANFRONT on Pleasure Island. 2 BD/2 BA. Minutes from Wilmington. Great off-season

rates: by the day, week or month. Consider a long weekend - close by getaway. Good swimming until

October. Call 703-450-8480 or write wfkelle@aol.com for availability.

Classified ads bring results! Over 140,000 readers! Over 52,000 homes!
Rates: $.80/word per issue ($16 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For infomiation, call (704) 370-3332.
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Remembering 9/11

J V

Courtesy Photo

Students raise an American flag outside of St. Ann School in Charlotte during the

school's Sept. 11 ceremony, commemorating the sixth anniversary of the terrorist

s attacks. The Flag ofHonor, which includes the names ofthe 3, 000people whoperished

in New York, Washington, D.C., and Shanksville, Pa., in the 2001 attacks, wasprovided

by Kathleen Britton.

' Britton, an alumni ofSt. Ann School, worked and lived near the World Trade Center in

' New York at the time ofthe terrorist attacks. She spoke to the students about that day

and about her experiences as a student at St. Ann School.

"When I saw the massive dust cloud, which enveloped lower Manhattan, coming

toward me, I thought that I would die, " said Britton. "I asked myself, 'When had I last

gone to confession?"'

"I then asked God to pleaseforgive whatever I had done wrong. I learned to do that

at St. Ann, " she said.

Shareyour day and lunch mthfriends!

FOUR DATES & LOCATIONS
TO CHOOSE FROM!

i^hohc: Serial befvift^

Tuesday, Oct. 9 - St. Barnabas, Arden - 10 am - 3 pm

Deadline for registration: IVIonday, Oct. 1

Presenter and Mass celebrant: Fr. Kiernan Neilson

Thursday, Oct. 11 - St. James, Hamlet - 10:30 am - 3 pm

Deadline for registration: Monday, Oct. 1

Presenter and Mass Celebrant: Fr. Joseph Koterski, SJ

Wednesday, Nov. 7 - St. Mark, Huntersvllle - 10:30 am - 3 pm

Deadline for registration: Monday, Oct. 29

Presenter and Mass Celebrant: Fr. Frank O'Rourke

Thursday, Nov. 15 - Catholic Conference Center - 10 am - 3 pm

Deadline for registration: Friday, Nov. 2

Presenter and Mass celebrant: Rev. Msgr. Mo West

Cost: $12 - includes coffee and snacks, and full lunch

Register as a group or individually by sending your check (payable to Catholic Social Services)

and your parish name to: Sandra Breakfield, CSS Elder Ministry

1123 S. Church St.

Charlotte NC 28203-4003

For more information call Sandra at 704-370-3220 or Sherill at 704-370-3228.

MACS foundation gives grants to

Charlotte-area Catholic schools
CHARLOTTE — The smiling faces

of Catholic school students greeted

guests attending the Mecklenburg Area

Catholic Schools (MACS) Education

Foundation's "Circle of Celebration."

The annual celebration, held this

year at the home of Robert and Cathie

McBride Jr. in Charlotte Sept. 17,

showcases Catholic education in the

MACS system and thanks donors to the

foundation's annual giving campaign.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis opened the

event with a prayerful reminder of

the value of parental involvement in

the academic and spiritual growth of

children. The Charlotte Catholic High

School jazz band entertained as parents,

principals and teachers saluted the

foundation's contributions and work on

behalf of Catholic education.

During the event, the foundation

presented grants totaling $318,081
to further the education and music

curricula of MACS.
Principals of the eight schools in the

MACS system received $290,000 for

school projects and services, including

academic and cultural enrichment,

professional development for teachers

and classroom instruction enhancement
— such as new computer equipment and

technology.

Stan Michalski, MACS music
program director, accepted a $4,000

grant for the music program.

Twenty-three teachers received

grants totaling $24,081 for innovative

educational learning programs and tools

for students.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information about the MACS
Education Foundation, go online to

www.charlottediocese.org/MACSfoundation.

Courtesy Photo

Bob Fontana (right), MACS Education Foundation chairman, and principals of MAG schools hold a check from

the foundation during the "Circle of Celebration" event in Charlotte Sept. 1 7. Pictured (from left): Mary Leva,

Our Lady of the Assumption School, Charlotte; St. Joseph Sister Helen Nagle, St. Ann School, Charlotte; Deborah

Butler, St. Mark School, Huntersvllle; Kevin O'Herron, St. Matthew School, Charlotte; Sharon Broxterman, St.

Gabriel School, Charlotte; Carole Breenwood, Holy Trinity Middle School, Charlotte; Jerry Healy, Charlotte Catholic

High School; and Fontana. (Not pictured: Debbie Mixer, St. Patrick School, Charlotte.)

Celebrating a bishop's birthday

Courtesy Photo

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin is pictured with first-grade students of St. Pius X School in Greensboro

Sept. 1 3. Bishop Curlin was the guest speaker at the Fall Day of Reflection for Seniors, held that morning

at St. Pius X Church and sponsored by Catholic Social Services' Elder Ministry Because it was Bishop

Curlin's 80th birthday Aug. 30, and he is in his 50th year as a priest, the first-graders prayed the Hail

Mary in Italian as a surprise gift. The students also presented cards to the retired bishop.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Mother Teresa: The dark

night or depression
People may experience both spiritual pain

and severe depression

"If I ever become a saint — I will

surely be one of 'darkness,'" Mother

Teresa wrote in September of 1959. "I

will continually be absent from heaven
— to light the light of those in darkness

on earth."

Two years earlier she wrote
this to Calcutta's Jesuit Archbishop

Ferdinand Perier:

"There is so much contradiction

in my soul. Such deep longing for God
— so deep that it is painful, a suffering

continual, and yet not wanted by God,

repulsed, empty, no faith, no love, no

zeal. Souls hold no attraction. Heaven
means nothing; to me it looks like an

empty place; the thought of it means
nothing to me and yet this torturing

longing for God.

"Pray for me please that I keep

smiling at him in spite of everything. For

I am only his, so he has every right over

me. I am perfectly happy to be nobody
even to God."

Some people have interpreted the

doubt and despair in the personal

writings of Mother Teresa — compiled

and edited by Brian Kolodiejchuk of the

Missionaries of Charity Fathers in a book

entitled "Mother Teresa: Come Be My
Light"— to be a "dark night ofthe soul,"

as expressed by the Spanish Carmelite

mystic St. John of the Cross.

Others understand the agony of this

modem-day saint as a clear example of

clinical depression.

The distinction between a dark night

of the soul, a spiritual dryness or empti-

ness, and depression, a physiological

mood disorder, has long intrigued me. I

run into that gray area between the dark

night and depression every day because

my Beliefnet blog "Beyond Blue" chron-

CNS PHOTO BY MlCHA£L HOYT

Our

Turn

THERESEJ.
BORCHARD
CNS COLUMNIST

icles a spiritual journey to mental health.

I suffered from severe depression at

St. Mary's College in Notre Dame, Ind.,

where, as a religious studies major, I had

the great fortune of studying Carmelite

spirituality under Keith J. Egan, one

of the country's most distinguished

Carmelite scholars.

Four years ago, Egan compiled a

book of essays from other prominent

Carmelite thinkers, "Carmelite Prayer: A
Tradition for the 21st Century."

In Chapter 8, Discalced Carmelite

Kevin Culligan explains what he sees

as the difference between the dark night

and clinical depression, the question he is

asked most frequently in workshops and

seminars on spiritual guidance.

"In the dark night of spirit, there

is a painful awareness of one's own
incompleteness and imperfection in

relation to God," he writes. "However,

one seldom utters morbid statements

of abnormal guilt, self-loathing,

worthlessness and suicidal ideation that

accompany serious depressive episodes.

"Thoughts of death do indeed occur

in the dark night of spirit, such as 'death

alone will free me from the pain ofwhat I

now see in myseir or 'I long to die and be

finished with life in this world so that I can

be with God,' but there is not the obsession

with suicide or the intention to destroy

oneself that is typical of depression.

"As a rule, the dark nights of sense

and spirit do not, in themselves, involve

eating and sleeping disturbances, weight

fluctuations and other physical symptoms
(such as headaches, digestive disorders,

and chronic pain)."

Father Culligan also explains that

the dark night and depression can happen

together. He gives some examples of

people who might be experiencing both

interior spiritual pain as well as severe

depression.

For that reason, he encourages

spiritual directors to follow a collaborative

approach in assisting others with their

spiritual journey, that they consult with or

make referrals to medical professionals

when appropriate while trying to reach

the deeper place with prayer.

So that no one
dies alone
Ministry helps see 'suffering Christ'

in the dying I' Plli!

My friend Ed and I are sipping lattes

and talking about death.

It's not anyone's favorite topic. But

as we huddle, oblivious to the bustle of

early morning caffeine addicts enjoying

free Internet and designer drinks, Ed
tells me about his foray into the land of

the dying.

Ed himself is very much alive. A
handsome man of Japanese descent, Ed
is going to leave the coffee shop after

our visit to attend one of eight parties

planned around his 60th birthday. Ed is

the kind of guy you just naturally want

to celebrate.

My fiiend is a volunteer withNODA
— No One Dies Alone. It's a national

program with an affiliate at Providence

Alaska Medical Center.

The organization's name spells out

its mission: If you're dying at one of

the Providence facilities in Anchorage,

Alaska, you will not die without someone

present in your final moments.

Like many great ideas, it grew from

personal sorrow. The Oregon nurse

who founded the program in 2002 saw

someone die alone on her shift; she

didn't want to see that again.

The woman who brought NODA to

Anchorage wasn't able to get to Texas in

time when her own mother died.

NODA volunteers are available for

"activations," taking their shifts at the

bedside of a person who may be within

72 hours of death.

For Ed, each activation is an

encounter with God.

"The thought that hits me is, 'I will

be with you in your greatest time of

need,'" said Ed. "This is a holy place.

Christ is there because of a person's

suffering."

Ed, retired from a career in

Washington, D.C., is willing to take the

middle-of-the-night shifts, and since the

program began last summer, has been

present at the death of two patients.

Touch played a role in comforting

each dying person. One man was
struggling to breathe and flailing his

hands. Ed lightly touched his shoulder.

"He calmed down and looked my
way. His breathing was not as labored,

not as much of a struggle. Within five

minutes he was gone."

At another bedside, Ed softly prayed

the rosary. The dying man kept raising

his hands.

"So I thought, 'Why don't I just

hold his hand?'" Ed said. Soon, the man
quietly died.

Ed first felt called to the dying when
the AIDS epidemic became widely

known in the 1980s. Like many, he

feared the disease about which so little

was known.

Characteristically, Ed faced his fear

and volunteered for the Red Cross. He

For the

Journey

EFFIE
CALDAROLA
CNS COLUMNIST

became educated as a speaker, making 99

presentations to schools, churches, any

organization wanting to know the facts

about HIV/AIDS.
"People were still asking, 'Can

I touch them (AIDS sufferers)?'" Ed

told me.

His work led him to Damien
Ministries, which offers refreats for those

with AIDS. Ed gave presentations to the

staff at the refreat center— the cooks, the

cleaners— and he began to attend Friday

Mass with those on refreat.

"Too many died while I was there,

including the founder (of Damien
Ministries)," Ed explained. "It got me in

touch with death and dying."

After retiring to Alaska with his wife,

a nurse, Ed began taking the Eucharist

to the sick from his parish. And when
NODA began, Ed volunteered.

At the end ofour meeting, Ed glances

at the clock and realizes he's late for his

own birthday party. After he hurries off,

his words linger as I finish my coffee:

"When I visit a person who is

seriously ill, I see a suffering Christ.

What would it have been like to be brave

enough to be at the foot of the cross?
^\

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes

letters from readers. We ask that letters

be originals of 250 words or fewer,

pertain to recent newspaper content or

Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication,

each letter must include the name,

address and daytime phone number
of the writer for purpose of verification.

Letters may be condensed due to .

space limitations and edited for clarity,

style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not

publish poetry, form letters or petitions.

Items submitted to The Catholic News
& Herald become the property of the

newspaper and are subject to reuse,

in whole or in part, in print, electronic

formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor,

The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, ore-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
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Learning the faith: It's not

just for children
Catholics should study up on churcKs social teaching

d

The start of the school year for

youngsters and teens provides a natural

reminder to adults that learning is really

a lifelong adventure.

The habit of learning is an essential

ingredient to living a wise and joyful life.

And that especially applies to continually

learning about the faith.

Yet, sadly, countless adult Catholics

put very little effort into deepening their

knowledge of the faith. It appears that

many have come to the conclusion that

having attended parochial elementary

school. Catholic high school or even a

Catholic college, they therefore largely

know the faith.

Not so! Actually, they have only

scratched the surface.

But when one considers the infinite

wisdom of God, the bottomless wealth of

iSacred Scripture and 2,000 years of holy

tradition, it becomes clear that all of us

still have much to learn.

Nowhere else is a weakness in the

knowledge of church doctrine more
evident than in the area of Catholic social

teaching.

Unfortunately known as our best-

kept secret. Catholic social teaching

is a compilation of over 100 years of

outstanding social justice and peace

documents authored by popes, the

Second Vatican Council, international

conferences of bishops and the United

States Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Sadly, they attract more dust than

readers.

Catholic social teaching's highly

developed set ofprinciples and reflections

are designed to help faithfiil Catholics

apply the liberating message of the

Gospel to catastrophic social, economic,

ecological and political problems facing

humanity, such as abortion, hunger,

poverty, global warming and war.

The central themes of Catholic

social teaching are:

The protection of all human life and

the promotion of human dignity.

The call to participate in family and

community life.

The promotion of human rights and

responsibilities.

The preferential option for the poor

and vulnerable.

The safeguarding ofworkers' dignity

and rights.

The building ofglobal solidarity and

the common good.

The care for God's creation.

The universal destination of goods.

The call to become peacemakers.

Judging from letters to editors of

diocesan papers throughout the United

States, I find that most readers objecting

to the social justice and peace positions

I take do so fi-om a purely nationalistic

and/or militaristic mentality.

While everyone is entitled to his

or her opinions, we are instructed

Praying with children
Helping kids to pray helps all to grow in faith

I've had some interesting
onversations lately with parents who
vant to discuss praying with their

hildren.

Talking to children about God begins

n infancy and develops through stages

narked notably by mealtime and bedtime

)rayers. There is a sense of wonder
issociated with a child's idea of God.

Memorization of prayers is helpful

or children. Very early on, children tend

o hold hands and recite or sing prayerful

vords together. This is a point where a

)arent or teacher can encourage children

0 imagine themselves as so many links

n a hand-holding ring that reaches

round the world.

An unseen God can be imagined to

)e somehow, somewhere at the center

)f the circle — looking out, listening,

miling.

The hand being held on either side

;an be imagined as a small hand, big hand,

oung hand, old hand, black, white or

ellow hand, the hand ofa soldier or sailor,

he hand of a farmer or factory worker, the

land of an athlete or movie star.

Anyone at all who can be presumed
0 be open to God can be imagined by the

hild to be present in the circle.

An atlas of the world in the lap of

an adult can be used as a prayer book
for page-turning children. Their minds

can be stretched along lines of global

consciousness and their hearts are opened

in gratitude to the Creator of the world.

They can be encouraged to pray for

children less fortunate than they are, and

a sense of solidarity with those in distant

lands can begin to root itself in their

consciousness.

A family photograph album can

become a prayer book, as can a school

yearbook, an address book, a scrapbook,

a family tree. Anything that can evoke

memories of days past and loved ones

who have left this world can stimulate

prayerfiil reflection about their lives, their

values, loves, dreams, disappointments,

achievements and, most of all, their faith.

Words alone are not enough in talking

about God or sharing faith-related ideas

with young children. Drawing materials

have to be at hand. Spoken words or lines

on paper can provide surprise responses

to the question: "What is God like?"

However God-talk is initiated with

children, elders have to be ready to say

who and what God is in their own lives

as they listen to children speak of God
in theirs.

"What does God look like?" opens up

Making a

Difference

TONY
MAGLIANO
CNS COLUMNIST

by popes and bishops to base our

political, economic, ecological and

social judgments first and foremost on

Catholic teaching, and not primarily on

our feelings, political party affiliation or

the opinions of government leaders.

With more than 1 00 years ofCatholic

social teaching to learn from, where
should one begin? I suggest starting with

three very challenging documents:

The Second Vatican Council's

Pastoral Constitution on the Church in

the Modem World and Pope John Paul

IPs encyclicals "On Social Concerns"

and "The Gospel of Life."

For a summary ofthe aforementioned

documents get a copy of the fourth

edition of "Catholic Social Teaching:

Our Best Kept Secret" fi-om MaryknoU's

Orbis Books and the Center of Concern.

Also consider consulting Catholic

organizations that work hard to put the

principles of Catholic social teaching into

practice. Among the best are Pax Christi

USA, Catholic Relief Services, Network

(Catholic social justice lobby), Priests for

Life and Catholic Charities USA.
Catholic social teaching could

become a tremendously effective tool

for building a just and peaceful world if

we would regularly read it, pray with it,

teach it, preach it— and live it!

Looking

Around

JESUIT FATHER
WILLIAM J.

BYRON
CNS COLUMNIST

a specifically Christian avenue ofreflection

that draws out (literally or figuratively) the

implications of the Christian doctrine of

the Incarnation. Ever so gently, children

can be helped to see God suffering in

human beings who suffer.

Talking about beautiful things is a

great way to point to God as reflected in

all things beautiful as well as to suggest

that God is at work behind every sunrise

and sunset, behind every blooming
flower or flying bird.

But birds fall and flowers fade; the

earth quakes and skies grow dark.

So expect questions about evil,

illness, war and natural disasters that

are theologically challenging to anyone

engaged in an honest exploration of the

question of what God is like. Dialogues

with children about spiritual things will

produce growth on both sides of the

conversation.

Pray with your children and you will

begin to notice growth in them and also

in yourself.

Children must be

guided early on

with God's law,

says pope

The Pope

Speaks

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Young
children must be guided from a very

early age with moral law so that they

will have direction as they weather life's

storms and resist its temptations. Pope

Benedict XVI said.

"God's law must be impressed on

the soul fi-om the beginning 'like on a

piece of wax,'" the pope said, citing the

teachings of St. John Chrysostom at his

Sept. 19 weekly general audience.

Early infancy "is in fact the age that

is the most important" because it marks

the time when "the great directives that

point to the right course to (take in) life"

really take hold in a person, he said.

Pope Benedict returned briefly to

the Vatican from his papal summer villa

south ofRome for the weekly audience in

St. Peter's Square.

The pope dedicated his talk to the

life and vmtings of St. John Chrysostom,

the fourth-century doctor of the church

and archbishop of Constantinople, now
Istanbul, Turkey. The 1 ,600th anniversary

of his death is being celebrated this year.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict 's remarks in English.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our catechesis today focuses on a

great orator of the early church, St. John

Chrysostom: the "golden-mouthed."

After his schooling in Antioch, St.

John went into the desert to meditate on

the "law of Christ." Illness forced him to

return to the city, where he heard the Lord

calling him to fiill-time pastoral service.

Years of prayer had prepared him to

preach the Word ofGod with tremendous

power and persuasion. Chrysostom
constantly strove to coimect Christian

doctrine to daily living, emphasizing life-

long human development in a person's

physical, intellectual and religious

dimensions.

Fundamental to this is the first phase

when parents must firmly impress God's

law upon their children's souls.

Young people will thus be
strengthened to confront the "storms"

of adolescence when they must learn to

temper concupiscence and eventually to

assume the duties of marriage.

Indeed, St. John taught that the

family is a "little church" within the wider

ecclesial community. Consequently, each

ofus has a responsibility for the salvation

of those around us.

Through the intercession of this

saintly bishop, may we generously

embrace this and all our responsibilities

in the church and in society.
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Cambodian children, including teens, enjoy Jesuit storytelling

CNS PHOTO BY SOVANNA Ly, UCAN

Kol Seab of Jesuit Service Cambodia reads a story to students in a classroom in Kompong Speu,

Cambodia, Aug. 10. Jesuit Service Cambodia runs a storytelling program for children in 21 villages in

several Cambodian provinces.

iSpend springtime
in the Alps!

Discover speciacular

Switzerland, Hustria and Bavaria
with the Diocese of Charlotte and Fr. Mo West

April 30 May 9, 2008

Bringfamily and

friends to experience

the area 's breathtaking

scenery, the rich culture

of the old-world cities,

and the charm of the

Alpine villages and

their people!

Your 10-day, fully-escorted experience features daily excursions based

out of 2 centrally-located "hub cities" - Bern, Switzerland and Innsbruck,

Austria. That means less packing and more time to explore Lucerne,

Montreux, Interlaken, Gindelwald, Salzburg and Oberammergau as well!

Highlights of this itinerary include:
- GoldenPass Panoramic Train ride past wood ctialets and magnificent views on the way
to Gstaad, world-famous Alpine resort

- sightseeing tour of Bern's historical Old Town, its famous sights of today, and the

medieval Chateau de Chillon on the shores of Lake Geneva

- a very special "Language Discovery Experience" enhances our interaction with locals

- a full tour of Lucerne as we explore the hidden treasures of its 800-year history,

including the famous rock-carved Lion Monument
- charming Interlaken and the Bernese Oberland area - plus a stop in the lakeside town
of Brienz to see its famous woodcarving

- a visit to Grindelwald, the charming Alpine village nestled at the base of the

magnificent Jungfrau, here rising to 13,600 feet!

- a guided tour of the Olympic city of hmsbruck, Austria, the "capital of the Tyrol"

- Salzbvug enchants us with beautiful gardens (including Mirabell Gardens seen in the

"Sound of Music"), the site of Mozart's birthplace, and numerous other highlights

- a photographic stop at Bavaria's most famous Neuschwanstein Castle on our way to

Oberammergau, home of the world-famous Passion Play

- plus leisure time to shop and explore these exciting sites on your own!

All-inclusive price: Only $2,699 from Charlotte INCLUDES airfare; all air

taxes/ sxircharges and fees; hotel transfers; most meals; fulltime tour manager/ escort;

first class hotels; all guides and admission fees. Travel insurance is extra.

Space is very limited! A $250 deposit is due before November 30 so

CALL NOW for a brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese: (704) 370-3332

Sessions encourage reading,

intellectual development

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

KOMPONG SPEU, Cambodia — It

was 9 p.m. on a Friday and rain was about

to fall, but 1 00 happy Cambodian children,

ages 6-16, waited outside a school.

"Let's go into the classroom. The
teacher is coming!" called out a loud

voice from among the children running

in front of the school building in

Kompong Speu.

The children were excited about a

storytelling session sponsored by Jesuit

Service Cambodia.

In the classroom, some children sat

on the floor while others sat on chairs.

Those who could read held books in their

hands, while the others just listened to the

"teacher," storyteller Neang Thida, 24.

She asked the children what they

learned from each story and how this

could help them in their lives.

After the hourlong session, she told

the Asian church news agency UCA
News that all the children came from the

nearby village ofPhom Ra.

Many of the children told UCA
News they appreciate the storytelling

sessions.

"I love this program very much,
because I can hear many good stories,"

said Sok Ann, 13.

At her public school, she said, the

teachers do not pay much attention

to the students.

One child identified only as

Sambath, 15, said, "I like listening to the

stories in this program and have never

missed them."

Jesuit Service Cambodia runs the

storytelling program for 21 villages

in Kandal, Kompong Chnang and
Kompong Speu provinces.

The program, which started in

2005, grew out of the Jesuits' village-

library project, in which libraries for

schoolchildren have been set up
in villages and Jesuit staffers write

storybooks for the libraries.

Jesuit staffers said the order initiated

the storytelling program because staffers

found children who could not read but

were placed in the same school grade as

others their age.

The storytelling sessions take place

in homes and under trees, as well as

inside school classrooms.

Some of the library staff are also the

storytellers. One of them, Som Kom,
told UCA News the job is not difficult.

"I am very happy when I see a lot of

children interested in our program and

their parents encouraging them to come,"

Kom said.

Another staff member, Kol Seab,

has written many children's stories —
including one about the futility of illegal

drug use— for the project.

"We want the rural children to be

literate in their Khmer language. After

we tell the stories, we ask questions. We
want them to develop their intellect,"

she said.

6th Annual

Vineyard of Hope

Wines Around The World
Bring your friends and make a contribution to

assist our neighbors in need.

Friday, October 26 - 7 p.m.
Charlotte Hilton Center City

All proceeds benefit

Catholic Social Services

The evening includes: Wine Tasting, Heavy hors d'oeuvres

Live entertainmentfrom 'Common Ground, ' afabulousjazz band,

and a silent auction ofchoice wines.

Special Guest Speaker

Dr. William K. Thierfelder
President of Belmont Abbey College

Individual tickets are $50

Be a Hope Host and
reserve a table of 8for $350

Sponsorships Available

CaU 704-370-3232 or

visit www.cssnc.org
CSS
CaihoUc Sodid Services

Diocese of Chariotte

Hi
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Diocese

holds 3rd

Eucharistic

Congress
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Prayer

and song, interjected with

reverent silence, greeted a

humid September morning
as thousands of Catholics

processed through the streets

ofuptown Charlotte.

People from across the

46-county Diocese of Charlotte

joined Bishop Peter J. Jugis as

he carried a monstrance holding

the Blessed Sacrament from

St. Peter Church to the Charlotte

Convention Center Sept. 22.

The eucharistic procession

was part of the third annual

diocesan Eucharistic Congress

held Sept. 21-22. An estimated

9,000 people attended the

congress, themed "To Know
Jesus Christ."

Knights ofColumbus color

guard and first communicants

See CONGRESS, page 5

NEWS'MERALD
SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

^To Know Jesus Christ'

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

A man bows in reverence as Bishop Peter J. Jugis carries the Blessed Sacrament in the eucharistic procession through uptown

Charlotte during the 2007 Eucharistic Congress Sept. 22.

Getting to know Jesus
Participants reflect on Eucharistic Congress theme

Courtesy photo by Vicki Dorsey

Bishop Peter J. Jugis is silhouetted by incense smoke as he kneels before the

Eucharist during the Holy Hour at the Charlotte Convention Center Sept. 22. Also

pictured are Deacon Tri Vinh Truong and Father Roger Arnsparger.

BY DEACON GERALD
POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLOTTE—Catholics

from around the Diocese of

Charlotte recently converged to

become better acquainted with

Jesus Christ.

"To Know Jesus Christ"

was the theme of the third

diocesan Eucharistic Congress,

held at the Charlotte Convention

Center Sept. 21-22.

The congress featured a

eucharistic procession through

uptown Charlotte, nationally-

Icnown speakers, spiritual music

and Mass. It was, according

to Bishop Peter J. Jugis, a

"time of celebration, adoration

and teaching centered on the

mystery of the Eucharist."

"The talks and other events

of the congress have been

directed toward coming to

know the Lord better, and

deepening our friendship with

See THEME, page 7

Eucharistic Congress
Included in this issue are

articles and photos from the

third diocesan Eucharistic

Congress in Charlotte

Sept. 21-22.

More coverage is online at

wuuw.charlottediocese.org.
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'A blessed

opportunity'

Catholic doctor helps

hospice facility grow

BY KATHLEEN HEALY
SCHMIEDER
CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE —
In Dr. Colin Thomas' view, the

journey always continues.

"God calls us where he

wants us to go," said Thomas,

a parishioner of Immaculate

Conception Church in

Hendersonville. "The call

comes from him through others.

I pray about it and spend a lot

of time reacting to his calls."

Six years ago, a friend called

Thomas — a retired urologist

who helped found the Free

Clinics of Henderson County
— and asked him to put his

fiindraising and organizational

skills to work in hospice care.

He accepted and found a place

where his faith would be central

to the mission.

See HOSPICE, page 12

Cruel and

unusual?

Supreme Court

to consider

constitutionality of

lethal injection

BY NANCY FRAZIER
O'BRIEN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. Supreme Court agreed

Sept. 25 to hear oral arguments

on whether lethal injection

violates the constitutional ban

See INJECTION, page 13
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Jesuit script doctor; deacons

\ novel turned into movie
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

HAPPY IN THEIR NEW HOME

CNS PHOTO BY Kristin Lukowski, Michigan Catholic

Iraqi refugees Madlene Zitto and her sister, Shameran Zitto, share a laugh with Shameran's husband,

Astefan Zrow Yousef, at their home in Sterling Heights, Mich., Sept. 1 7. Yousef and his wife, who have

six children, fled their home in Baghdad, Iraq, for the safety of Turkey in 2004 and now have resettled

in the Detroit Archdiocese.

Iraqi refugees feel they have good

futures in Detroit Archdiocese
STERLING HEIGHTS, Mich.

(CNS) — Astefan Zrow Yousef was
scared for his family. He was scared of

the persecution they endured because of

their Chaldean Catholic faith. He was
scared they would be forced to abandon

their faith. And he was scared they would

be killed for trying to escape from their

life in Iraq.

For much the same reason, Issa

Toma, his wife, Nano, and their families

had already fled from Iraq to the safety

of Turkey.

Both men had a common goal — to

live with their families in peace— and now
they and their families have been resettled

in the Detroit Archdiocese with the help of

the archdiocese and other agencies.

In June 2004, Yousef and his family

left their home near Baghdad, Iraq, for

Turkey.

''It was a very bad time," he said at

his new home in Sterling Heights. "We
left everything behind. We had nothing.

We had to flee to save our lives."

For three years, the family lived in a

basement in Turkey. Yousef, his wife and

their six children arrived in mefro Detroit

in August.

They now have a place to live

— a house across the street from YousePs

sister-in-law — and are working on

paperwork to get themselves settled. They
also have started attending St. George

Chaldean Church in Shelby Township.

"We have to go step by step," Yousef

said. "I think we have a good future here,

for everyone— especially the kids."

Yousef's family is one of many
displaced Iraqi families leaving their

country to escape the persecution and

violence. The Detroit Archdiocese has

helped to settle more than 200 people since

the recent wave ofrefiigees arrived in July.

The family said they were thrilled

when they found out they would be

coming to the United States. They
now live in a comfortable yet sparsely

furnished home. There's not a lot of exfra

space— his four daughters share one of

the three bedrooms.

Yousef said he's determined to stay

on the correct path in the United States,

applying for their Michigan identification

cards, learning English, finding jobs and

becoming a part of the community.

"We are going to try to do things the

right way, follow the rules," he said. "We
are happy and excited to be here."

A few blocks away, in another modest

house, the extended Toma family is also

getting settled into a much safer life.

The Tomas, their younger children and

their son's family fled Iraq to spend four

years living in Turkey before they were

approved to come to the United States.

In Iraq, the children were prevented

from going to school, the parents

couldn't work and the family couldn't go

to church. They fled with nothing but the

clothes on their backs.

In Turkey, they applied to get refiagee

status in the United States and eventually

received permission, arriving in late

August. They have distant family that

lives nearby. The family attends Mass at

St. Joseph Chaldean Church in Troy.

"The plan is to go to school, to learn

English, to learn the language and to find

a job," Nano Toma said. "That is most

important— to go to school."

The Toma family still has other

members in Turkey, and Nano Toma
said she prays every day for friends and

family there.

"We ask God to save everyone, and to

let everyone leave that country," she said.

"Our faith is in God and in Jesus Christ."

Polish bishop says 17th-century battle

sparked Sept. 1 1 attacks
WARSAW, Poland (CNS) — The

head of Poland's military diocese has

accused Islamic militants of seeking

revenge for a Polish-led victory over the

Ottoman Empire in the 1 7th century and

urged Christians to prevent Europe being

turned into "Euro-Arabia."

"The military defense against Islamic

terrorism is being led today by the United

States, which is playing a very similar

role ... to that (role) played centuries ago

by Poland, when it was the rampart of

Christianity," said Bishop Tadeusz Ploski,

head of Poland's military diocese.

"Today, alongside the American
soldiers and those of several dozen states

in the anti-terrorist coalition, there are also

soldiers of the PoHsh army," he said.

Poland is among the 21 nations

contributing to the U.S.-led coalition

in Iraq. Polish military forces also are

deployed in Afghanistan.

During a homily in Warsaw Sept.

11 for a Mass marking Poland's Land
Forces Day the following day. Bishop

Diocesan
planner

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— St. MaximilianKolbe Fraternity

will host a Transitus Service in remembrance of

the passing of St. Francis of Assisi to eternal

life at St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 1400 Suther

Rd., Oct. 3 at 7 p.m. There will be a reception

after the service with light refreshments.

For more information, call the church office at

(704) 549-1607.

HUNTERSVtt.LE — Come Be Fed Physically

and Spiritually dii St. Mark Church, 14740

Stumptown Rd., Oct. 8, 6-8:30 p.m. Escape your

daily stresses with Jason Kotecki, author and

cartoonist, eis he shares his insights into how each

of us can develop a more childlike faith, amid

the busyness of life. Reservations are required;

e-mail Dotma Smith at dsmithl8@bellsouth.net

or call (704) 948-1306.

HUNTERSVILLE — Jesuit Father Joseph

Koterski of the Fordham University Philosophy

Department will present "The Problem of Dirty

Hands" Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. in the family center

of St. Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Within a framework

of Catholic moral teaching. Father Koterski

will address a variety of issues. Sponsored by

the diocesan offices of Family Life and Justice

and Peace. To register, please call (704) 370-

3382 or e-mail sabeason@charlottediocese.org.

Visit www.cssnc.org.

CHARLOTTE — An Immigration Reform
Workshop will be held in Biss Hall of St. Peter

Church, 507 S. Tryon St., Oct. 9, 7-8:30 p.m.

The issue of immigration and migration has been

called the "central narrative of our faith today."

An immigration panel will present and discuss

the issue as is affects our lives and the lives of

Ploski said the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks

on the United States had been planned
with "criminal precision" by Osama
bin Laden to mark the anniversary

of the Battle of Vienna, Austria, in

September 1683.

It was during that battle when an'

Ottoman Empire invasion force was
defeated by Christian armies under King
John Sobieski of Poland.

He said Islamic extremists had used

the same anniversary in 2006 as a pretext

for a "brutal attack" on Pope Benedict

XVI after his controversial remarks
about Islam in Regensburg, Germany.

"They again proclaimed a jihad, a

holy war with the West — as they have

declared for centuries, the final aim of

history is the whole world's submission

to Allah," said the bishop.

Al-Qaida, the terrorist group led by

bin Laden, claimed responsibility for the

attacks on the World Trade Center in New
York and the Pentagon in Washington on

Sept. 11,2001.

our neighbors. For more mformation, please call the

office at (704) 332-2901.

Seal

fsa(

iep

BID

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

HIGH POINT — The Worldwide Children's Holy-

Hour will be celebrated at Maryfield Peipetual.

Adoration Chapel, 1315 Greensboro Rd., Oct.

5. Adoration will begin in the large chapel at

6:30 p.m. call Dianne at (336) 887-7303 for

further information. For questions, call Geri at

(336) 644-8883. The sacrament of reconciliation

will be available during the Holy Hour.

GREENSBORO — Mark Shea, Catholic convert,

writer, speaker and apologist, will give three talks

at Our Lady of Grace Church, 2205 W. Market

St., Oct. 6. For more about Mark Shea, visit

www.mark-shea.com Registration is required, as

seating is limited. Register with Jim McCullough

by email at jmcculloug@olgchurch.org or call

(336) 274-6520, ext. 335.

GREENSBORO — Jesuit Father Joseph Koterski

of the Fordham University Philosophy Department

will present "The Problem of Dirty Hands"
Oct. 8 at 7 p.m. in the fellowship hall of St. Paul the

Apostle Church, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. Doors

open at 6:30 p.m. Within a framework of Catholic

moral teaching. Father Koterski will address

a variety of issues. To register, call (704) 370-

3228 or e-mail sabeason@charIottediocese.org.

Visit www.cssnc.org.

GREENSBORO— The Men 's Early Morning Bible

Study Group at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715

Horse Pen Creek Rd., meets Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m.

in the Parish Life Center, room 4. "Genesis 1-11:

The Primordial History," will be studied Oct. 2-

Dec. 18. Bring your own Bible. For more
information, contact Gus Magrinat at

gmagrinat@pol.net or John Malmfelt at

jmalmsie@aol.com.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
KANNAPOLIS — St. Joseph Church, 108 St.
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Vatican: Pope's refusal to meet Rice

should not be seen as snub
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

Benedict XVI declined to meet with U.S.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice

during his August vacation, but Vatican

officials said it should not be interpreted

as a diplomatic snub.

"The only reason she wasn't received

was that she came during a period when
the pope doesn't receive anyone. It was
a purely technical question of protocol,"

an informed Vatican source told Catholic

News Service Sept. 20.

The source said it was "absolutely

not" the Vatican's intention to rebuffRice

or signal disagreement with U.S. policy

on the Middle East.

Rice was about to travel to the Middle

East for diplomatic talks in early August

when the request for a papal meeting was

made. The pope was vacationing at his

summer residence in Castel Gandolfo,

outside Rome.
Even as it declined the request, the

source said, the Vatican made it clear that

Joseph St., will celebrate being designated as a

parish in the Diocese of Charlotte Oct. 7, 3-6 p.m.

with a bilingual Mass, potluck dinner, parish history

slideshow, Spanish and English singing, events

sponsored by the youth group and preschool and

soccer games starting at 1 1 a.m. If you are a priest

or deacon who has served at St. Joseph Church or a

parishioner interested in joining us, call Christine in

the office at (704) 932-4607.

MOCKSVILLE — St. Francis of Assisi Church,

862 Yadkinville Rd., will hold a parish mission,

"Living Our faith With Joy, " Oct. 13-17 at 7 p.m.

Themes include "Loving God and One Another,"

"Am I Forgiven? Can I forgive?" and "Wholeness

of Body and Soul." Franciscan Father Roderic

Petrie will preach at Masses Oct. 13-14. The
sacrament of reconciliation will be offered Oct.

16. For more information, call Gayle O'Grady at

(336)751-2117.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY — The office of faith formation of

St. William Church, 765 Andrews Rd., will present

a four-part film, "Feast ofFaith: The Transforming

Power of the Eucharist, " Oct. 2 and 16 at 7 p.m.

in the Commons. For more information, call

Michelle Calascione at (828) 837-2000 or e-mail

stwilliamfaithformation@msn.com.

MAGGIE VALLEY — Renew International's

Why Catholic?" program will be presented at

St. Margaret of Scotland Church, 37 Murphy Dr.,

Oct. 8-Nov. 26. Morning, afternoon and evening

groups are available. For more information, call

Sharon Foy at (828) 926-9968.

SYLVA — St. Mary Mother of God Church, 22

Bartlett St., will present "The Autumn ofOur Lives
"

led by Father Walter Williams Oct. 13, beginning

with Mass at 9 a.m., followed by a light breakfast.

We will end with a noon luncheon. People over 40

are invited to attend. For more information, call the

office at <828) 586-9496.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — A Transitus Servi'ce in

remembrance of the passing of St. Francis of

Assisi to eternal life will be held at Our Lady

top officials of the Vatican's Secretariat

of State would be happy to meet with

Rice at any time.

"So clearly there was no intent to

send a negative signal," the source said.

Rice instead ended up speaking by

telephone with Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone,

Vatican secretary of state, while he was
visiting the United States in August.

Cardinal Bertone later praised Rice's

mediating attempts, saying, "I recognize

the untiring efforts of the secretary

of state in reconciliation among the

goverrmients of the Middle East."

In an effort to cut down on the number
ofpapal audiences, early in his pontificate

Pope Benedict made it a practice not to

meet with government ministers below

the level ofprime minister.

There have bjeen exceptions,

however, and Vatican sources said an

exception would no doubt be made for

Rice if another request were made when
the pope was at the Vatican.

of Mercy Church, 1730 Link Rd., Oct. 3 at

7 p.m. A reception will follow hosted by the

Fraternity of St. Clare. For more information,

call Betti Longinotti at (336) 725-3751 or e-mail

bssf_sfo@yahoo.com

.

KERNERSVILLE— The Worldwide Children's

Holy Hour will be celebrated at Holy Cross

Church, 616 South Cherry St., Oct. 5. Adoration

participants will meet in the library at 5:45 p.m.

Adoration will begin at 6 p.m., followed by

the First Friday Mass at 7 p.m. For questions,

call Geri at (336) 644-8883. The sacrament

of reconciliation wiU be available during the

Holy Hour.

WINSTON-SALEM— Franciscan Sister Kathy

Ganiel will present "Franciscan Theological

Tradition" Oct. 7, 3-5 p.m. as part of a series

of free talks offering an exploration into some
of the major contributions of Franciscan

men and women of faith. The talk will take

place at the Fatima Chapel, 211 W. Third

St. For more information and registration,

e-mail spiritofassisi@bellsouth.net or call

(336) 723-1092.

WINSTON-SALEM— Spirit of Assisi presents

the Wednesday Lunch Series, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at

the Fatima Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Enjoy a light

lunch and free presentations on a variety oftopics.

Sister Joanne Jacovec will present "Following in

the Footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi" Oct. 3.

David Harold will present "Decalogue for Peace"

Oct. 10. For more information, e-mail Sister

Kathy Ganiel at spiritofassisi@bellsouth.net or

call (336) 723-1092.

Is your parish or school sponsoring

a free event open to the general

public? Deadline for all-submissions

for the Diocesan Planner is 10 days

prior to desired publication date.

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

calendar thefollowing events:

Sept. 29— 12 p.m.

2007 Cursitlo Grand Ultreya Mass
Steel Creek Park, Morganton

Sept. 30— 11 a.m.

Dedication of new church

St. John the Evangelist Church, Waynesville

Chinese bishops' ordinations with

papal OK raises hopes, says Vatican
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Vatican said the recent ordination of two

Chinese bishops in communion with

Rome was a positive sign for the church

and raised hopes of further appointments.

The comment came in an article in

the Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore

Romano, which reported on the Sept.

21 ordination of Bishop Joseph Li Shan

as head of the Diocese of Beijing, the

Chinese capital.

The ordination liturgy, attended by

hundreds of local Catholics and a number
of government officials, followed the

ordination of Coadjutor Bishop Paul

Xiao Zejiang of Guizhou, China, earlier

in September.

The Vatican newspaper indicated

that both ordinations had been carried

out with the approval of Pope Benedict

XVI. The local Catholic commvmities,

who elected the bishops, had indicated

to the Vatican that they were worthy

candidates, the newspaper said.

At the Vatican, Archbishop Fernando

Filoni, an assistant secretary of state,

told reporters Sept. 21 that Bishop

Li's nomination was a significant step

forward in Vatican-Chinese relations.

"We hope it is the first page of a long

chapter, of a new reality" in church-state

relations in China, he said.

L'Osservatore Romano noted that

the principal consecrating bishops at

both ordinations were in communion
with Rome but said some of the co-

consecrators were not — a "cause of

regret," it said.

The article noted that Pope Benedict,

in his recent letter to Chinese Catholics,

had called for a "respectful dialogue"

between church and state authorities, and

added: "Catholics in China and in the rest

of the world are praying so that this may
become a reality."

In his letter to Chinese Catholics,

issued in July, Pope Benedict said the

Vatican "would like to be completely fi-ee

to appoint bishops."

He proposed a dialogue with Chinese

authorities to resolve the problematic

situation in which some bishops
were selected and ordained without

papal approval.

Planting the future

CNS PHOTO BY UCAN

Newly installed Archbishop Leo Cornelio of Bhopal plants one of 1 0,000 tree saplings he received as

gifts in Madhya Pradesh in central India Sept. 18. The archbishop said that he wanted to highlight the

church's concern for the environment amid rising pollution levels and increased news of environmental

destruction around the globe.

Vatican official says climate change

demands new cooperative strategy
UNITED NATIONS (CNS) —

Addressing the United Nations, a Vatican

official said climate change demands a

new cooperative international strategy in

order to avoid a "bleak future."

"Climate change is a serious concern

and an inescapable responsibility for

scientists and other experts, political and

governmental leaders ... as well as every

sector ofhuman society and each human
person," Msgr. Pietro Parolin, Vatican

undersecretary of state, told the U.N.

General Assembly Sept. 24.

The Vatican, he said, believes

protecting the environment is a "moral

imperative" that requires collective

action among nations.

All states have a "responsibility to

protect our planet and ensure that present

and fijture generations be able to live in a

healthy and safe environment," he said.

Solutions, he said, will necessitate

not only technical adaptations but also

a change in "selfish attitudes" toward

consimiption of resources.

Msgr. Parolin spoke during a one-day

U.N. summit on climate change attended by

representatives ofmore than 1 50 countries.
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Columbiettes elect officers
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Newly elected

Courtesy Photo

The new officers for the North Carolina Western Chapter Columbiettes are pictured at their installation

ceremony at Good Shepherd Mission in King Aug. 1 1 . The Columbiettes is the women's auxiliary group

of the Knights of Columbus. The Western Chapter includes Columbiette councils from St. Matthew Church

in Charlotte, Holy Family Church in Clemmons, Holy Cross Church in Kernersville, Good Shepherd Mission

in King and Holy Angels Church in Mount Airy

Pictured (from left): Adreann Bell, stand-in for Mary Joyce, sentinel; Paula Johnson, vice president; Debra

Orden, president; Christina Pasquerelli, secretary; Kris Miller, secretary; and Marie McCann, stand-in for

Megan Hauser, immediate past president.

Tournament of champions

Courtesy Photo

Members of High Point's Knights of Columbus Bishop Hafey Council 4507 golf team display the tournament

trophy Sept. 1 6 after winning the 37th annual Knights of Columbus State Golf Tournament, held in

Jacksonville, N.C., Sept. 1 5-1 6.

Pictured are (from left): Jim Ragno, Joe Kushner, Joe Hughes, Jim Neely, Rick Boedicker, Joe Dominick, Joe

Skee, Joe Deering, Ron Money and Oblate Father John Kelly pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary Church

in High Point. Ragno also won the individual crown as the lowest scoring golfer of.the tournament.

Abbotswood Senior Living!
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding ^^^B
reputation of over 1 8 years of exemplary retirement ^jr^
living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1 - and 2-bedrOom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336)282-8870 ^SBBOISWOQD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.ldscoseniorliving.com

Courtesy Photo

Bishop Peter J. Jugis (seated, left) is pictured with the newly elected officers for his

presbyteral council, which met at the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory Sept, 11

The council is comprisedofpriests ofthe Diocese ofCharlottewhom the bishop consults

concerningpolicies and major decisions in the governance ofthe local church.

Clockwisefrom top left: Father John Putnam, chairman andpastor ofSacred Heart

Church in Salisbury; Father Wilbur Thomas, vice chairman andpastor ofthe Basilica

of St. Lawrence in Asheville; Father Roger Arnsparger, secretary and pastor oj

St. Michael Church in Gastonia; Father John Schneider, treasurer and pastor oj

St. Eugene Church in Asheville; and Bishop Jugis, who serves as councilpresident.

Illl
Spend springtime

in the Alps!
Discover spectacular

Switzerland, Austria and Bavaria
with the Diocese of Charlotte and Fr. Mo West

April 30 — May 9, 2008

Bringfamily and
friends to experience

the area 's breathtaking

scenery, the rich culture

of the old-world cities,

and the charm of the

Alpine villages and
their people!

Your 10-day, fully-escorted experience features daily excursions based
out of 2 centrally-located "hub cities" - Bern, Switzerland and Innsbruck,

Austria. That means less packing and more time to explore Lucerne,

Montreux, Interlaken, Gindelwald, Salzburg and Oberammergau as well!

Highlights of this itinerary include:
- GoIdenPass Panorcimic Train ride past wood chalets and magnificent views on the way
to Gstaad, world-famous Alpirie resort

- sightseeing tour of Bern's historical Old Town, its famous sights of today, and the

medieval Chateau de Chillon on the shores of Lake Geneva
- a very special "Language Discovery Experience" enhances our interaction with locals

- a full tour of Lucerne as we explore the hidden treasures of its 800-year history;

including the famous rock-carved Lion Monument
- charnning Interlaken and the Bernese Oberland area - plus a stop in the lakeside town
of Brienz to see its famous woodcarving

- a visit to Grindelwald, the charming Alpine village nestled at the base of the

magnificent Jungfrau, here rising to 13,600 feet!

- a guided tour of the Olympic city of Innsbruck, Austria, the "capital of the Tyrol"

- Salzburg enchants us with beautiful gardens (including Mirabell Garder\s seen in the

"Sound of Music"), the site of Mozart's birthplace, and numerous other highlights

- a photographic stop at Bavaria's most famous Neuschwanstein Castle on our way to

Oberammergau, home of the world-famous Passion Play

- plus leisure time to shop and explore these exciting sites on your own!

HOC

All-inclusive price: Only $2,699 from Charlotte INCLUDES airfare; all air

taxes/ surcharges and fees; hotel transfers; most meals; fulltime tour manager/ escort;

first class hotels; all guides and admission fees. Travel insurance is extra.

Space is very limited! A $250 deposit is due before November 30 so

CALL NOW for a brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese: (704) 370-3332
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Diocese holds third

Eucharistic Congress

Photo by Kaben A. Evans

Father Timothy Reid, pastor of St. Ann Church in Charlotte, leads the recessional at the close of the. vigil

Mass at the third diocesan Eucharistic Congress in Charlotte Sept. 22.

CONGRESS, from page 1

from around the diocese led the

procession, followed by deacons and

priests of the diocese and guest clergy,

including Archbishop Emeritus John F.

Donoghue, second bishop of Charlotte.

Following Bishop Jugis in the

procession were representatives ofmany
of the 92 parishes and missions in the

diocese, as well as members of religious

ministries, lay ministries and cultural

groups. Hundreds of people watching

the procession along the city streets knelt

reverently as the Eiicharist passed by,

and many of them joined the procession

behind their parish banners.

The procession made its way into the

convention center, where a Holy Hour
followed with eucharistic adoration,

prayer and song. Bishop Emeritus
William G. Curlin delivered the homily

during the Holy Hour.

Songs and the Savior

A concert of sacred choral music

opened the congress Friday evening, Sept.

21. The choir, comprised of nearly 120

singers from churches around the Diocese

of Charlotte, performed a collection of

songs from traditional classical through

contemporary classical pieces.

Following the concert. Father

Benedict Groeschel spoke on the topic,

"What the Presence of Christ Means in

Your Life."

Founder of the Franciscan Friars of

the Renewal, Father Groeschel is familiar

to many for his program, "Sunday Night

with Father Groeschel," on the Eternal

World Television Network.

After Father Groeschel's talk,

eucharistic adoration took place

throughout the night at St. Peter Church,
,

with a number of groups — including

clergy, religious, young adults and
families— each spending an hour before

the Blessed Sacrament.

Sharing the message

Highlighting Saturday's events were

a variety of speakers, some familiar

to participants of previous eucharistic

congresses.

Patrick Madrid, a popular Catholic

apologist and author, presented "A
Course in Eucharistic Miracles." Steve

Ray, an author and regular guest on the

Catholic Answers Live radio program

and "The Journey Home" on EWTN,
presented "They Recognized Him in the

Breaking of the Bread."

Helen Alvare, associate professor of

law atThe Catholic University ofAmerica

in Washington, D.C., gave a presentation

entitled "To Know Jesus Christ — A
Catholic Woman's Perspective." Father

Leo Patalinghug, the ever-popular break-

dancing martial-arts guru, told high

school students the story of his vocation

to the priesthood. He also spoke to adults

about "Mary as Magnifier for Jesus."

Speakers at the Hispanic track

included Hector Antonio Molina Jr., a

dynamicCatholicpreacherandevangelist;

and Roberto Ramirez, an active member
of the Servants of the Living Christ, a

community of lay people.

In addition to a large vendor area

and a cultural hour — where members
of the Korean, Filipino and Vietnamese

Catholic communities shared their

cultures and traditions — there was a

series of talks for middle- and high-

school students and children.

Congress participants spent time

in eucharistic adoration and hundreds

received the sacrament of reconciliation

in both English and Spanish.

During theMass closing the congress,

Bishop Jugis presented Bishop Emeritus

William G. Curlin with an engraved

chalice in honor of his 50 years in the

priesthood.

Bishop Jugis then announced the

plans for a fourth Eucharistic Congress

for Oct. 3-4, 2008. That gathering will be

themed "It Is Christ We Proclaim."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

Pkoto bi Karen A. Evans

Archbishop Emeritus John F. Donoghue, second

bishop of Charlotte, confers with his successor,

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin, prior to the vigil

Mass Sept. 22.

Most Rev. Peter J. Jugis
Bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte

Invites 'You On JA. (PiCgrimage To Tfie

^gtH internationaC

(EucHaristic Congress
Celebrating the 400"' Anniversary of Quebec

tie ficanprc. Oiiehcc icpli (}tiitor\

June 14-23, 2008
nCour 10 (Day (piCgrimage Tour IncCudes:

f Rciuiicl Irip NchcJiiled air Ironi Charlotte to Montreal

' Nine (9) nights hotel accommodations at the 4 star Chateau Luurier Hotel. Quebec City (or similar)

r- Sightseeing tour of Quebec including: the Citadelle, Plains of Abraham.

Chateau Frontenac. and Nolre-Daine des Victoires Church

Half day trip to the Shrine of Si. Anne de Beaupre

Evening tour to the lie d'Orleans w ith dinner in a traditional "Sugar Shack-'

.
' Deluxe coach I'or round trip airport transl'er from Montreal to Quebec City

Hotel porterage for 1 piece of luggage per person and local taxes

^ Registration Ice lo attend the Eucharistic CJonyress;

r-A week long experience of faith centered on the Eucharist

v^Criosing Eucharistic celebration on the Plains of Abraham
^Visii the Quebec Eucharistic Congress website, www.eei2008.ca fof inore details

Di'po.sil hy October /

for spei ial rate of only:

$2,899'^

Call Corporate I'ravel at 800-727-1999; ext. 121 to book today - Limited Availability!

ST MICHAEL CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Saturday, OctoLer 13

9 am — 2 pm

RIDES GAMES $1,000 RAFFLE
AUCTION ROAD RACE BINGO FOOD

www.SMSGastoiiia.com

Located off Hwy 321 in Historic Gastonia



6 The Catholic News & Herald

EUCHARiSTIC CONGRESS
September 28, 2007

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

The Perpetual Hope Gospel Choir of Our Lady of Consolation Church in Charlotte performs Sept. 22.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Above: A band entertains during the Hispanic track Sept. 22. Below left: Young musicians perform during

the middle school track. Below right: Children sing in the Latin choir.

Photo by Karen A. Evans Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
of October

Rev. Aloysius D'Silva 2005

Rev. Msgr. William Wellein 1997

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Uplifting music permeates

Eucharistic Congress
CHARLOTTE — A variety of

spiritual and uplifting musical selections

punctuated the third diocesan Eucharistic

Congress, held at the Charlotte

Convention Center Sept. 21-22.

A concert of sacred choral music

kicked offthe congress Friday night. Nearly

120 parishioners trom churches around the

diocese comprised the choir under the

direction ofTiffany Gallozi, music director

at St. Barnabas Church in Arden, and Larry

Stratemeyer, music director at St. Patrick

Cathedral in Charlotte.

The hour-long concert featured a

cross section of choral music — from

English, French andAmerican composers
— and included Gregorian chant.

Musicians young and old also

entertained with lively songs between

speakers during the Hispanic and youth

tracks on Saturday.

The Perpetual Hope Gospel Choir

from Our Lady of Consolation Church

in Charlotte, as well as a children's Latin

choir, entertained the crowd before the

vigil Mass Saturday afternoon.

CouRTBY Photo by Vicki Dorsey

Bishop Peter 1. Jugis and others enjoy a concert of sacred choral music, which kicked off the third

diocesan Eucharistic Congress at the Charlotte Convention Center Sept. 21

.

"The Problem of Dirty Hands"
presented

by Fr. Joseph Koterski, S.J.

Sponsored by the Offices of Family Life and

Justice and Peace of Catholic Social Services

Fr.Joseph Koterski, S.J., is a priest of the Society ofJesus (theJesuits), Professor of Philosophy at

Fordham University, and Editor-in-Chief of the scholarlyjournal International Philosophical

Quarterly. He received his Ph.D. from St. Louis University and his M.Div. and S.TL. from the

Weston School of Theology in Boston. He has authored and presented hundreds of publications

and papers and twice has received Teacher of the Year Award from Fordham University.

Within a framework of Catholic moral teaching, Fr. Koterski will address such questions as: What do

we do when ourjob requires us to do something we find to be morally questionable? How close is

too close to be involved in an activity that is morally wrong? What roles do a properly informed

conscience, free will, intentions, and the particular circumstances of a situation play in determining

whether involvement in an immoral activity' crosses a hne that should not have been crossed?

Two dates and locations to choosefrom:

Monday, October 8 at 7 pm— (refreshments 6:30 p.m.)

Fellowship Hall, St. Paul the Apostle Church, Greensboro

Tuesday, October 9 at 7 pm— (refreshments 6:30 p.m.)

Family Center, St. Mark Church, Huntersville

Please register at 704-370-3228 or e-mail sabeason@charlottediocese.org.

(For further information: www.cssnc.org)

CSS
Cathdic Social Services

Diocese of Charlotte
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Thousands explore

friendship, mystery of Christ

THEME, from page 1

him," said Bishop Jugis during his

homily at the vigil Mass Sept. 22.

St. Paul can teach us about what it

means to know Jesus, said the bishop.

"Before his conversion on the road

to Damascus, Paul did not know Jesus.

His heart was closed to Jesus, and

he persecuted Jesus' followers," said

Bishop Jugis.

But after St. Paul's conversion, his

heart was opened and he began to know
Jesus, said the bishop.

"Love made all the difference in

opening him up to the Lord. The more

St. Paul knew the Lord and became
his friend, the more he loved him, and

eventually Jesus became the overriding

passion of his life," said Bishop Jugis.

"Without JeSus, there is no reference

point (for how to live your life)," said

speaker Steve Ray, author and creator of

"The Footprints of God" DVD series.

"Knowing Christ gives life meaning

and purpose," he said.

"To know Jesus is to make your life

complete," said Ed Hartle, a parishioner

of St. Mark Church in Huntersville.

"There is often something missing

in our lives, and that something is a

relationship with Jesus," he said.

"To know Christ answers the

questions that we all have— Who am I?

Why am I here?" said congress speaker

Patrick Madrid, a Catholic apologist.

"To know Jesus is to be with him,

to share in his divinity," said Capuchin

Father Stanley Kobel, a parochial

vicar at St. Thomas Aquinas Church
in Charlotte.

"When we accept him in the

Eucharist, he shares with us his grace,"

said Father Kobel.

"To know Jesus Christ is to love

him and serve him by loving and serving

others, which are the signs of holiness,"

said Father Leo Patalinghug, pastoral

field education director at Mount St.

Mary's Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md.
"For young people, this can mean

obeying one's parents, being faithful to

one's prayer life, befiiending the lonely

and avoiding sin," he said.

"If we can teach young people now
to love and serve others, then they will

develop healthy faith habits as adults,"

said Father Patalinghug.

Knowing Jesus is to realize he's

with you at all times, according to Edra

Alonso, a parishioner at St. Luke Church

in Mint Hill.

"When I have fallen, he has always

picked me up again," she said.

To be like Christ

While all Catholics know Jesus

in some ways, Bishop Jugis said the

congress was an opportunity "to have

even a closer fiiendship with hirni."

"The speakers create enthusiasm.

You learn a lot," said Alonso. "At the

congress, you see everyone so devout

and spiritual— it's inspiring."

"Through the talks and lectures, we
are being affirmed on how important the

Eucharist is and reminded that without it,

we have absolutely nothing," said Donna
McCormack, a parishioner of St. Mark
Church in Huntersville.

"Gatherings such as the Eucharistic

Congress are important," said congress

speakerHelenAlvare, associate professor

of law at The Catholic University of

America in Washington, D.C.

"We need many opportunities to

explore our faith, and the congress

provides ways for us to know Christ,"

she said. "It really gives you a boost.

It provides both short- and long-term

'Blanket Banquet' brings Christ's love to

Charlotte homeless

By Special Arrangement with Eldridge Publishing Company

71Q2 Pineville-Matthews Road

Family Ties
& LITTLE WHITE LIES
A Comedy by Gary Ray Stapp

On October 5 & 6— 7 pm at CCHS

Undercover FBI Agents • Dysfunctional Family • "Terrorist" Triplets • Mobsters

• nosy neighbors • & much more!

Tickets: $5

Because the Charlotte Catholic Drama department has the

sole performance rights to this play, these will be the first and
only performances of this play by any amateur or professional

group in the Carolinas for the next two years.

CHARLOTTE — A homeless man
sang a rendition of"Amazing Grace" that

brought tears to the eyes ofthe volunteers

aroimd him.

The singer, a man in his 50s, didn't

have a peimy to his name, so he gave the

only thing he had — his voice and his

song ofjoy— to express his gratitude to

those who helped clothe and feed him.

He was one of 150 of Charlotte's

homeless who came to the third annual

"Blanket Banquet" held outside St. Peter

Church in Charlotte Sept. 22.

At the close of the third diocesan

Eucharistic Congress, Catholics from

churches in the Charlotte area distributed

himdreds of blankets, clothing and food

to the homeless at the event, which was

inspired by the words of Jesus in Luke
14: "When you hold a banquet, invite the

poor and lame."

"We've seenournumbers double from

just two years ago," said Linda Flyim, a

parishioner of St. Luke Church in Mint

Hill and this year's banquet coordinator.

"While our guest list grew, so did

our clothing and blanket contributions.

The outpouring of generosity from
various local parishes was incredible."

The idea for the Blanket Banquet

began three years ago as a social action

component of the Eucharistic Congress.

CouRTKY Photo

The homeless who attend also

receive spiritual encouragement and

practical advice on where to find help to

get off the streets.

"This is a sign of hope and the love

of Christ in the world," said volunteer

Timothy Brennan, a parishioner from

St. Joseph Church in Kannapolis.

Many volunteers felt they, too,

benefited from the experience.

Kathleen Smith, a parishioner of

St. Aim Church in Charlotte, volunteered

with her husband Michael and their three

children.

"This event changed my children's

prayers that night from their usual self-

centered perspective to real concern and

love for the homeless people we met,"

she said.

means to persevere in the Christian life."

"I really can't get over the excitement

it (the congress) generates for all who
participate in it," said Michael Kitson,

a parishioner of St. Vincent de Paul

Church in Charlotte.

"Whenwe see thousands ofCatholics

walking through the streets in procession

with our Lord, it gives us the ability to

share our faith. It gives us courage to

share our faith," said Ray.

"When people see us in the streets,

following our Lord, it will help them

to understand who he is and how we
receive his grace from being with

him," said Tina Witt, a parishioner of

St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte.

"The congress is a big, exciting and

fun event for everyone, because it has

such a high and good purpose— to draw

all souls to our Lord and Savior, Jesus

Christ," said Richard Worthington, a

seminarian for the Diocese of Charlotte.

"Christ is with us in the Blessed

Sacrament. We can't help but benefit

by being in his presence as a faith

community," said Madrid. "The more we
learn and know, the more we will grow

in his grace."

"As a result of knowing Jesus, we
become more like him," said Bishop

Jugis. "The goal is to be more like Jesus

— poor in spirit, humble and mercifiil

like Jesus."

"May our faith in the eucharistic Lord

remain strong. By our love for Jesus . .

.

may our fiiendship with him continue to

grow strong," said Bishop Jugis.

Contributing to this article was
Editor Kevin E. Murray and Staff Writer

Karen A. Evans.

^^The Catholic
zp\ jii Conference
\J I Center

www.catholicconference.org

1 551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

info ©catholicconference.org
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;UCHARISTIC CONGRESS
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Eucharistic Congress 2(

Above: A girl dressed in her first Communion outfit waits with other children to help lead the eucharistic

procession through uptown Charlotte Sept. 22.

Below: A Korean woman discusses the history of Korea during a cultural hour at the Eucharistic Congress

in Charlotte Sept. 22.

DON'Tmss mts snow!

tiURRY! Limited Cnga^?

Only 12 Performs

ttiTERACnVE THEATHE"

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

aoKtmrnm

Above: Thousands of people from around the Diocese of Charlotte take part in the eucharistic process! bO

the third diocesan Eucharistic Congress, held at the Charlotte Convention Center Sept. 21-22.

Below: Priests and deacons of the Diocese of Charlotte gather on the altar during the vigil Mass conclH' k(i

Photo by Karen A. Evans
Photo by Karen A. Evans

OaOBER]6 -28 * BOOTH PLAYHOUSE

704.372.1000 • BlumenthalCenter.org

Group Soles; 704.379.1380 _
Off-Broadway

Jjocese of chdHotte podcast

it s news
iiispiratioo about
the Diocese of Charlotte!

Bishop Curlin and

Eucharistic Congress Highlights

Subscribe today
— it's FREE!
Check it out at

¥ww.CharlotteDiocese.org-

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pinevllle 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291
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: To Know Jesus Christ'

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

)wn Charlotte Sept. 22. The procession was part of

Stic Congress Sept. 22.

Above: Bishop Peter J. Jugis raises the monstrance

containing the Blessed Sacrament during the Holy

Hour at the Eucharistic Congress, held at the

Charlotte Convention Center Sept. 22.

WANT MORE PHOTOS?
More photos of the 2007
Eucharistic Congress
are available online at

www.charlottediocese.org.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Knights of Columbus color guard are pictured as the eucharistic procession passes the front of the

Charlotte Convention Center Sept. 22.

Courtesy photo by Vicki D*sey

Bishop Peter J. Jugis presents Bishop Emeritus William 6. Curlin with an engraved chalice to celebrate his

50 years in the priesthood during the Mass concluding the Eucharistic Congress Sept. 22.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Hector Molina speaks during the Hispanic track at the third diocesan Eucharistic Congress in the Charlotte

Convention Center Sept, 22.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Geri King, director^jf the Charlotte Regional Office

of Catholic Social Services, gives a chocolate

to young man at the congress Sept. 22. Each

chocolate came with a challenge, such as "Before

you eat this, pray for a baby who has no family"

Photo by Deacon Gerald Potkay

Bishop Peter J. Jugis signs a copy of "Voices and

Places of the People of God," the Diocese of

Charlotte's coffee table book, during the congress

Sept. 22.

Annual Sisters of Mercy

Bazaar & Yard Sale

You've seen the rest,

now shop the best!

Oct. 6, 2007 at Mercy Administration

Center & McCarthy Spirituality Center,

on campus of former Sacred Heart

College, Belmont. Just follow the signs!

Bazaar — 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. (held at

Mercy Administration Building): Sterling

silver & beaded jewelry by Sister

Soledad Aguilo, hand-made knit &

crochet items, notecards, children's

gifts, Christmas ornaments, variety of

crafts, homemade cakes, pies & cookies,*

Lebanese pastries, canned goods, nuts

and our famous Foot Long Hot Dogs will

be available! Raffle tickets available with

drawings for $250, $500 and $1,000!

Yard Sale — 8 a.m. - noon (at former

YMCA): Bargains galore on clothing,

kitchen items, small appliances, office

furniture (computer items, desks, files,

etc.) decorative items, chairs, children's^

games, medical equipment & accessories,

bikes, strollers, toys & more! Proceeds

benefit Sisters of Mercy Ministries. For

directions, see www.mercvnc.orR
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more
WORD TO LIFE

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: OCT. 7, 2007

..V. „.• _^^i«jaUBK:^

Jesuit recalls his time as script

doctor for N.Y. play on Judas
BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

. WASHINGTON — Jesuit Father

James Martin would never be accused

of slumming around the Stage Door
Canteen, much less a backstage entrance

to New York City's dozens of theaters.

Still, he found himself in a theater

role — as script doctor for a play about

Judas Iscariot that had a healthy off-

Broadway run more than two years ago.

Father Martin has recounted the

experience in the book, "A Jesuit Oflf-

Broadway: Center Stage with Jesus,

Judas, and Life's Big Questions."

In the process. Father Martin said he

had one revelation: Actors are people, too.

"Sam Rockwell, an actor who I'd

already known, was the first person to

contact me and (said) that (actor) Philip

Seymour Hoffman was going to be the

director. So I was excited to be part of

tjjat," said Father Martin, an associate

editor for America, a weekly magazine

published by the Jesuits.

As he spent more time with the actors,

the priest said, he went "from being tongue-

tied to being relaxed and comfortable ... to

being friends with them."

"As a writer, I frequently meet
writers who are notable Catholics. You
regard them with a sense of awe, but

over time you see they're approachable,"

he said.

During rehearsals. Father Martin

said Hoffman had to excuse himself

several times because he had "a shoot"

in Toronto for a movie.

"He never bragged about being

a movie actor, or talked about the

film he was doing," he said

of Hoffman.

The movie turned out to be "Capote,"

which earned Hoffman an Oscar

New edition of Catholic
blessings, prayers book
published

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
original "Catholic Household Blessings

and Prayers" book, introduced in 1989,

was a big seller for the U.S. bishops'

publishing office. In 18 years, it sold

150,000 copies. The book also spun off

several shorter paperback versions on

specific topics found in the original.

Now, a revised edition has been

published. This edition, like the original,

was compiled by the staff of the bishops'

Committee on the Liturgy.

The new "Catholic Household
Blessings and Prayers" has 10 sections,

including basic and daily prayers, family

prayers, prayers for Catholic living and

excerpts fi-om the New American Bible

for times of need. The original edition

was used by many parishes as a gift to

i\ew\y married couples or to new parents

as they prepared for a child's baptism.

for best actor.

To the cast and crew in New York,

the play was the thing: "The Last Days
of Judas Iscariot" examined the motives

behind Judas' betrayal of Jesus and the

anguish that led Judas to suicide.

"I was very surprised at how quickly,

at the table readings, the conversations

turned into incredibly deep subject

matter. The questions — Can we really

believe the Bible? Did Jesus really

resurrect fi-om the dead? Can we really

believe in God's forgiveness? — were

the stories we were reflecting ... the

same kinds of things people meditate

on in their personal prayer, no matter

what walk of life they're in," Father

Martin said.

There were struggles in staging the

show night after night. Father Martin

recounts in "A Jesuit Off-Broadway"

how cast members told him that, unlike

the typical play, they found "The Last

Days of Judas Iscariot" harder to do with

each passing performance.

"It was the subject material that was
so tense. You're talking about Jesus and

Judas and peace and forgiveness and

prayer and grace," Father Martin said.

"It's bound to take a tremendous toll."

"As one of the actors said in the

book, 'It's like when you preach and you
have a really intense experience of the

Spirit in your preaching. ' It takes a lot out

of you," Father Martin said. "Also, they

moved deeper and deeper into the story

each night. ... It was seriously draining

for a lot of actors."

Father Martin said that, to help

launch the book, principals connected

with the off-Broadwaj' version of the

show — including Hoffman — were
going to read their own quotes from the

book in a series of dramatic readings. .

C
C
G

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral .com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbtts

Oct. 7, Twenty-seventh

Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

l)Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4

Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9

. 2) 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14

3) Gospel: Luke 17:5-10

Imitating Christ

anonymously will bring

rewards

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Waiting tables is hard work,
especially if you do it right. Balancing

the demands of finicky diners, passionate

chefs and intense managers on a busy

Saturday night can be like juggling

chain saws.

So when I see a server snubbed by
prima dorma customers who act as iftheir

food is being served by a robot, it annoys

me more than a little.

That's why I find Jesus' story

about table service in Sunday's Gospel

somewhat challenging. It ends with this

rhetorical question: "Is he grateful to

that servant because he did what was
commanded?"

The implied answer is, "Of
course not."

Does that mean we shouldn't

say "thanks" to a hardworking waiter

or acknowledge a co-worker's job

well done or express appreciation to

friends for loving support? Not at alL

Gratitude is an essential virtue for those

who follow Jesus.

What it does mean, I think, is that we
ought not be in the habit of fulfilling our

responsibilities with the expectation of

rewards above and beyond the reward of

the work itself

Baptism, and the membership in the

body of Christ which it confers, commits
us to following Jesus, to living in a way
that makes evident the presence and
mercy and love of God.

Every time we celebrate Eucharist,

everytimewe profess our faiththrough the

creed, every time we pray "Our Father,"

we reaffirm that central commitment
to be not only hearers, but doers of
the word.

If we focus on our responsibilities

as Christians— welcoming the stranger,

challenging injustice, doing good to

those who injure us and loving with

the abandon and openhandedness
of Christ himself — then we won't

obsess over whether or not we are

"properly" thanked.

We will know instead that we have

expressed our gratitude for the faith

we've received by living it out with

generosity and compassion.

Questions:

What is one way in the coming
week that I can imitate the love of Jesus

anonymously? Who is one person in

my life to whom I might express my
gratitude more freely? j

Scripture to be Illustrated: ^

"With the strength which comes
from God, bear your share of the

hardship which the Gospel entails"

(2 Timothy 1:8).

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPT. 30-OCT. 6

Sunday (Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Amos 6:1, 4-7, 1 Timothy 6:11-16, Luke

16:19-31; IWonday (St. Therese of Lisieux), Zechariah 8:1-8, Luke 9:46-50; Tuesday (The

Guardian Angels), Zachariah 8:20-23, Matthew 18:1-5, 10; Wednesday, Nehemiah 2:1-8,

Luke 9:57-62; Thursday (St. Francis of Assisi), Nehemiah 8:1-12, Luke 10:1-12; Friday,

Baruch 1:15-22, Luke 10:13-16; Saturday (St. Bruno, Bl. Marie-Rose Durocher), Baruch

4:5-12,27-29, Luke 10:17-24.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCT. 7-13

Sunday (Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time), Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4, 2 Timothy 1:6-

8, 13-14, Luke. 17:5-10; Monday, Jonah 1:1-2:2, 11, Jonah 2:3-5, 8, Luke 10:25-37; Tuesday

(St. Denis and Companions, St. John Leonardi), Jonah 3:1-10, Luke 10:38-42; Wednesday,

Jonah 4:1-11, Luke 11:1-4; Thursday, Malachi 3:13-20, Luke 11:5-13; Friday, Joel 1:13-15;

2:1-2, Luke 11:15-26; Saturday, Joel 4:12-21, Luke 11:27-28.

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

'^How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a reai

appointment time and keep you watting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plurabing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus coun^
www.3wayptumbina.com Proud member of St. James Church

i
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Coming
Soon...

Going
Fast!

The exciting Pennybyrn at Maryfield is almost fully reserved -

that means only a few more can take advantage ofpre-opening

pricing. Will you be one of them?

This architecturally stunning nevv^ retirement community is

scheduled to open soon. An active, modern lifestyle that offers

you gorgeous private residences, superior amenities and a

professional staff to provide unparalleled services. . .it's the

retirement lifestyle that you've been waiting for!

Don't let this opportunity pass you by. Current pricing ends

soon! Call (336) 821-4050 or toll-free (866) 627-9343 today.,

prices will never be this low again! ^

at MARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield .com
Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother ofGod

Deacon's novel is turned into

major motion picture witli Pitt

BY RICK DelVECCHIO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

SAN FRANCISCO — Deacon Ron
Hansen, who serves in ministry for the

Diocese of San Jose, is also a novelist

and English professor, and recently

received a professional compliment
about his writing from actor Brad Pitt.

"He said, 'Hey, man, great book,'"

Deacon Hansen said.

"He was a really nice guy, very

generous and gracious," the novelist

said, adding: "I was prone to like him."

Deacon Hansen met Pitt on the set of

"The Assassination of Jesse James by the

Coward Robert Ford," a movie starring

Pitt as the paranoid post-Civil War
outlaw and based on Deacon Hansen's

1983 novel of the same name.

What Deacon Hansen appreciates

even more than Pitt's compliment is the

movie's faithfiilness to his story.

The director, Andrew Dominik,
who spotted the book at a Melboume,
Australia, bookstore and thought it

would make a great movie, adapted the

novel in a remarkably light-handed way
for a Hollywood treatment of literature.

"What Andrew did with my novel

was go through it with highlighter and

take all the parts he wanted right out of

the novel," Deacon Hansen said. "Even

the action descriptions were taken right

out of the novel."

"There wasn't a single thing in the

script that didn't appear in the novel,

which is strange and wonderfiil for an

adaptation from an author's point of

view," he said.

Jules Daly, a member of the film's

production company, wrote in an e-mail:

"For me, Ron delved so deep within

the characters, the culture and the

landscape — so deep that one wonders

when reading how he conceived of this

time, place and story, almost as though

he had known it himself."

Pitt, who also produced the film,

became involved with the project because

he had wanted to work with Dominik and

agreed to play James for less than his

normal fee, making the movie feasible

on a $30 million budget.

The novel's hero is Bob Ford, the

19-year-old kid brother of one of James'

gang members. Ford killed James in

•1882 by shooting him in the back of the

head while James was tidying a picture

with a feather duster.

Ford, played by Casey Affleck, had

reason to believe James intended to kill

him and that the crime boss might have

been planning the deed to take place in

CMS pHOio couRiESf OF Ron Hansen

Deacon Ron Hansen, of the Diocese of San Jose,

Calif., had his 1983 novel turned into a motion

picture starring Brad Pitt.

conjunction with a robbery the gang had

scheduled the next day.

In real life. Ford became a celebrity

who toured the country. The public,

reveling in the blood and guts of James'

career, initially elevated the assassin

to the status of hero for eliminating a

public menace but later turned on him for

shooting a man in the back.

A popular 19th-century tune branded

Ford as a "dirty little coward."

The Ford story, like all Deacon
Hansen's novels, has a Christian theme.

His characters cope with the forces of

good and evil and his settings dramatize

the moral struggle.

"A lot of people would be surprised

you could find a Christian idea in a story

about Jesse James, but I think it's implicit

in the text," he said.

"Alot oftimes it's about recklessness,

ambition, ego and how those can really

ruin your life, and. I think a lot of

times there is this sense of peace and

redemption operative in most of my
books," he said.

Deacon Hansen cited the influence

of the spiritual exercises of St. Ignatius

Loyola on his storytelling.

"One of the exercises is you are who
you follow — Christ or the evil one?"

he said.

While working on his 1991

novel, "Mariette in Ecstasy," about

the phenomenon of stigmata, Deacon

Hansen returned to school for a mid-

career refresher in the faith. In 1995 he

graduated from the University of Santa.

Clara, also a Jesuit school, with a master's

degree of arts in pastoral ministry with an

emphasis on spirituality.

C-oiA/te ai/vdjoLiA, the "H-oLy klLds" ai/\,ci brliA,g y oixr fauvLLLy too!

Thesm -Ammi RDmi^ Mlijj k mi^ very

Sunday October 15, 2006 3:00pm

SAINT PATRICK CATHEDRAL
1621 DILWORTH ROAD EAST CHARLOTTE, NC.

Will include Rosary, Eucharistic Procession

and Benediction

Do som.ethLiA,g spe&l«L a\/\.d con\.e ViOMr your SplrltuflL Moin/t! !

!



12 The Catholic News & Herald

Catholic doctor helps

hospice facility grow
HOSPICE, from page 1

RESPECT LIFE
September 28, 2007

This October, Thomas will end his

tenure as board chairman ofFour Seasons

Hospice and Palliative Care in Flat Rock.

The hospice is an independent, nonprofit,

volunteer-supported organization led by

« community board of directors.

In Henderson County, 55 percent of

deaths are hospice patients. The national

average is 23 percent.

When Thomas began working with

the hospice, 35 percent of its patients

were served by a 45-person staff. Today

the staff includes 190 people at a seven-

building campus in Flat Rock.

Thomas also served on the capital

campaign fundraising committee for

expanding the hospice's Elizabeth House

in-patient facility.

"I have watched this grow fi-om its

'teenage years' to full maturity," said

Thomas. "There are so many more
services now and we maintain a family

atmosphere where every person is part of

that family."

While hospice care is for terminally

ill patients, about 230 non-terminal

patients are currently enrolled in the

hospice's palliative care program,
which offers patients consultations and

resources on managing their symptoms.

While many hospices are dealing

with euthanasia issues, Thomas said faith

plays a central role in determining what

is considered to be extraordinary life

support measures.

"We are very pro-life. While some
hospice programs have promoted
withholding nutrition and hydration, we
see those as meeting ordinary needs,"

he said.

Thomas, an extraordinary minister

of holy Communion at his parish, said

there is a spiritual component to hospice

care, and it has been a major factor in his

involvement.

"When I first came here, you couldn't

ask if a patient were Catholic. We now

Photo by Kathleen Healy Schmieder

Dr. Colin Thomas has served on the board of Four

Seasons Hospice and Palliative Care in Flat Rock

for six years. He steps down as board chairman

in October.

ask ifthey would like someone fi-om their

church to visit them," he said. "The staff

then calls the churches and invites the

pastors," he said.

The inclusion of spirituality is a

vital factor for both patients and families

when facing death, said Thomas.

For some people, he said, hospice

care can seem threatening — it means

death is coming. But in the Catholic

faith, he said "death is our birthday" to

eternal life.

"Saints' feast days are the days they

died," noted Thomas. "Death should be a

celebration, not a mourning."

Through hospice care, terminally ill

patients can face death with dignity, he

said.

"Most of us don't know when we
can expect to die, but hospice patients

have the window and we help them

walk through it," said Thomas. "We can

help allay the suffering of the last few

months and make the occasion a blessed

opportunity."

After stepping down as board

chairman, Thomas will continue to

serve in faith through his work at the

Free Clinics and his involvement with

the ministry of the sick at Immaculate

Conception Church.

St. James Catholic Church, Concord

53rd Annual BBQ

Wednesday, October 3rd
139 Manor Ave., Concord

(off route 601 /Warren G. Coleman Blvd.)

10 am - 7 pm
Dinner or 3 BBQ sandwiches - $7

Delivery service: 10 mile radius for 10 order minimum

Large take-out orders, please call ahead and we'll have it ready.

704-720-0600 or by fax: 704-720-0610

www.saintj amescatholic.com

To Stand for unborn life

Life Chains to be held around Diocese

ofCharlotte

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHAROTTE— Catholics will once

again be standing up for life across the

Diocese of Charlotte and the United

States.

The U.S. Catholic Church observes

October as Respect Life Month, with

Respect Life Sunday falling on Oct. 7.

To help kick off the month and

show their support for life, hundreds of

parishes in dioceses around the country

will be participating in Life Chains.

In the Diocese of Charlotte,

parishioners will be standing along

property lines oftheirrespective churches,

on city sidewalks and with other church

groups in their towns. People will hold

pro-life placards with messages such as

"Abortion Kills Children" and "Jesus

Forgives and Heals."

Pro-life individuals are welcome to

participate in any of the gatherings.

The U.S. bishops inaugurated the

Respect Life program with a resolution

they adopted in the spring of 1972.

The first of what the resolution called a

"week of prayer and study dedicated to

the sanctity of human life and the many
threats to human life in our world" was
held that October.

LIFE CHAINS In the DIOCESE OF CHARLOHE s
Participants should arrive 30 minutes before scheduled start time. Life Chains include:

BELMONT

Queen of Apostles Church, at N. Main

St./N. Central Ave., 12:45-2 p.m.

CHARLOTTE

Our Lady of the Assumption Church, at

Shamrock/Crestmont Dr., 1-2 p.m.

Our Lady of Consolation Church, at

Statesville Rd./Dearborn Ave., 12 p.m.

St. Ann Church, at Park Rd./Hillside

Ave., 2-3 p.m.

St. Gabriel Church, at Providence/

Sharon Rds., 2-3 p.m.

St, John Neumann Church, at Idlevi/ild/

Valley Grove Rd., 1:30-2:30 p.m.

St. Matthew Church, at Ballantyne

Commons Pkwy./Rea Rd., 2-3 p.m.

St. Patrick Cathedral, at Kings Dr./

Morehead St.^ 2-3 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Church, at UNC-C

on University City Blvd., 1-2 p.m.

St. Vincent de Paul Church, at Old

Reid/Park Rds., 12:45 -1:45 p.m.

,

HUNTERSVILLE

St. Mark Church, at Stumptown/Ranson

Rds., 2-3 p.m.

FRANKLIN

Meet in Big Bear Park, 2-3 p.m. Contact

Julie Tastinger (828-421-2473).

GASTONIA

St. Michael Church, at Garrison Blvd./York,

Chester Sts., 2-3 p.m.

GREENSBORO

Battleground Ave., 2:30-3:30 p.m. Contact

David Foppe (336-510-4218).

KERNERSVILLE

Holy Cross Church, at S. Cherry St.,

10-11 a.m.

MINT HILL

St. Luke Church, at 13700 Lawyers Rd.,

12-1:30 p.m.

SALISBURY

Sacred Heart Church, at Innes/Main,

1-2 p.m.

SYLVA

Old Sylva Courthouse, 2:30-3:30 p.m.

WAXHAW
Designated areas along Rts. 16 and 75,

2-3 p.m. Contact Peggy Dvorak (704-843-

3495)

WINSTON-SALEM

Hanes Mall Blvd. west of Stratford Rd.,

2:30-3:30 p.m. Contact Donna Dyer

(336-940-2558)

Classifieds

FOR SALE

HOME: Coastal NC. 2BRy2BA brick home on

quiet cul-de-sac in popular coastal golf community

near Calabash/Carolina Shores. Considering ALL
offers! View at www.JanetteSchroeder.com or call

(910)575-7788 for more information.

FOR RENT

CONDO: OCEANFRONT on Pleasure Island. 2

BD/2 BA. Minutes from Wilmington. Great off-

season rates: by the day, week or month. Consider

a long weekend - close by getaway. Good
swimming until October. Call 703-450-8480 or

write wfkelle@aol.com for availability.

Classified ads bring results! Over 140,000 readers! Over 52,000 homes!
Rates: $.80/word per issue ($16 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@chariottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Chariotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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Supreme Court to

consider constitutionality

of lethal injection

INJECTION, from page 1

on cruel and unusual punishment.

The case before the court directly

involves only Kentucky death-row

inmates Ralph Baze and Thomas Clyde

Bowling Jr., but it could have far-

reaching implications throughout the

United States.

According to the Death Penalty

Information Center, 928 of the nearly

1,100 U.S. executions since 1976 have

been by lethal injection.

Father Pat Delahanty, a priest of

the Archdiocese of Louisville, Ky., who
chairs the Kentucky Coalition to Abolish

the Death Penalty, applauded the high

court's decision in a statement and said

it was ironic that the announcement was
made on the same day that Baze was to

have been executed.

The Kentucky Supreme Court had

stayed the execution Sept. 12.

"The law certainly, but unfortunately,

grants (Kentucky) Gov. (Ernie) Fletcher

the power to kill Ralph Baze," Father

Delahanty said in the Sept. 25 statement.

"We certainly hope this decision by

the court would cause the governor to

forgo the use of that power as long as

any court proceedings are pending in a

capital case," he said.

At issue is whether, the three-drug

cocktail used for lethal injections in

Kentucky and other states violates the

Eighth Amendment's ban on cruel and

imusual punishment.

Opponents of the method say the

"Descriptions of the

way we put people

to death ... may
convince a majority

of the justices that

the process is indeed

cruel and unusual."

— Frank McNeimey,

Catholics Against Capital Punishment

combination of an anesthetic, a muscle

paralyzer and a drug to stop the heart

can cause unbearable pain that the

inmates are not able to signal because of

their paralysis.

Frank McNeirney, national

coordinator of the Maryland-based
Catholics Against Capital Punishment,

said the Supreme Court action was good

news since "it may mean a temporary

halt in executions nationwide."

He said he hoped that "descriptions

of the way we put people to death via

lethal injection may convince a majority

of the justices that the process is indeed

cruel and unusual."

If the court were to disallow

execution by lethal injection, "state

lawmakers would then face the dilemma

of coming up with an alternative

procedure that would pass constitutional

muster," McNeimey said. .

"Many might throw up their hands

Restoration House
704-291-7945

"Come all who are weary and carry heavy burdens,

and I willgiveyou rest. " Matthew 11:28

Restoration House is a place for people to reflect, relax, and find

peace in die scenic Nordi Carolina mountains. It is a log abin

with beautiful views located off^I-40 near Marion, NC— 90 minutes from Charlotte and 40 minutes easrof AsheviUe. It is far

from cell phones, email, and the hurried pace of daily living — perfect for restoring the mind, body and spirit. Restoration

House is ideal for rental to small groups (small faith groups, women's groups, music groups, etc.) at $160 for an entire group per

night. It is also available for rental to individuals and couples. Create your. own get-a-away...or attend one of our planned

retreats listed below.

Upcoming Facilitated Catholic Retreats for Adults:

October 12-14 Women/Men: "Growing Closer to God in the Midst of Personal Trials" with a

video, inspirational speaker, and a Bible study on Job. — $1 50

October 26-28 Women/Men: "Wisdom for Living" shares valuable insights through Bible studies

on proverbs and parables.—$150

November 9-1 1 Couples or a Spouse Alone: "Finding Christ in Your Marriage" uses a Bible study

to look at what the Scriptures say about marriage. — $150 or $225 couple

December 7-9 Women: "Experiencing a Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas" includes both

reflective and festive activities— a great seasonal celebration. — $ 1 50

Rate includes 2 nights of lodging, a facilitated program by Tom and/or Amy Barsanti,

(members of St. Luke Church, Mint Hill), workshop materials, and meals. Retreats begin

Friday evening and end mid-day Sunday. Call Tom for more details: 704-291-7945.

Execution Methods
There have been 1,098 U.S. executions since

1976, the majority by lethal injection.

electrocution / 14% \
1% 85% \

gas chamber/ \

hanging/
firing squad

lethal f

injection /

Source: Death Penalty Information Center ©2007 CNS

and choose to replace the death penalty

with sentences of life without parole,"

he added.

Coalitionfor change

The coalition Father Delahanty

heads includes the Catholic Conference

of Kentucky, the public policy arm of

the state's bishops; Women and Men
Religious Against the Death Penalty;

social justice offices in the Kentucky

dioceses of Covington and Owensboro
and the Archdiocese of Louisville;

the National Mercy Justice Center of

the Sisters of Mercy; and a number of

Catholic religious commimities.

Through the Not in My Name
Campaign, the coalition has gathered

more than 3,700 signatures from
Kentuckians asking the governor to

commute Baze's sentence from death to

life imprisonment.

"We recognize and abhor his crime,

but we and most citizens of Kentucky

are turning away from executions

as an appropriate punishment,"
the petition says.

"We believe that execution is not

only immoral, but it serves no deterrent or

social purpose, is increasingly expensive

and is irreversible. Mistakes cannot be

corrected," it says.

Baze was sentenced to death for the

1992 shooting deaths of Powell County

Sheriff Steve Bennett and Deputy
Arthur Briscoe. Bowling was convicted

of killing Edward and Tina Earley and

wounding their 2-year-old son in 1990

outside their dry-cleaning business in

Lexington, Ky.

"The right thing for the governor to

do now is heed the voices ofKentuckians

and go ahead and sentence Baze to

prison, rather than kill him," Father

Delahanty said. "This would allow all

involved to move on with their lives."

Join Other Catholics on an...

Alaska Cruise
And Pacific Northwest Vacation

Join other Catholics and depart (your choice) May 11 or June 22, 2008 on this 15-day vacation

including a seven-day deluxe Alaska Cruise W\\h Holland America Line and a seven-day Pacific

Northwest vacation with Your Man Tours. Mass will be celebrated daily while on board ship for

those in the group who wish to participate. Your group will fly into Salt Lake City starting a six-night

motor coach tour of the Pacific Northwest visiting Salt Lake City (including the Mormon Tabernacle,

Beehive House and Great Salt Lake); Jackson Hole, Wyoming; Grand Teton National Park; West

Yellowstone; two days in Yellowstone (Old Faithful) National Park; Montana; Lake Coeur d'Alene;

the Grand Coulee Dam; Washington; the Cascade Mountains; and British Columbia. In Vancouver

you will board your five-star ship, HAL's ms Statendam. Next, travel through a wondrous maze of

forested-island and glacier-carved fiords, past charming coastal villages, migrating whales and

calving glaciers to Juneau, Skagway, Ketchikan and spectacular Glacier Bay . After the cruise

you'll take a scenic drive to Seattle, spending one night before flying home. Prices for this 15-day

vacation start at only $1848 (per person, double occupancy) (add $150 for the June 22 departure).

Included is the seven-day deluxe Alaska cruise, seven nights hotels, lots of motor coach

sightseeing throughout the Pacific Northwest, transfers, baggage handling, port charges and taxes.

Enjoy springtime on the May 11 departure or longer daylight hours departing June 22. Add $600

for round-trip airfare from Charlotte.

$100 deposits are now due . Friends and family are welcome .

For Information, Reservations, Brochure, Call 7 Days a Week:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Exploring the faith

and doubts of

Mother Teresa
Nun's experiences similar to those of
many believers

Mother Teresa'snowwidely reported
crisis of faith seems decidedly unfair. If

someone as pious and prayerful as the

late "saint of the gutters" is unable to

tangibly feel the presence of Christ, what

hope is there for the rest of us?

As thoughtfully outlined in an

article by David VanBiema in Time
magazine, Mother Teresa in letters to her

confessors over a period of six decades

or more reported that she could not feel

the love of Christ and that there was only

"silence and the emptiness."

This was so even as, in publicly

accepting the Nobel Prize and other

awards, she often reminded our troubled

world that the "radiating joy [of Christ]

is real... because we have Christ with us

— Christ in our hearts, Christ in the poor

that we meet, Christ in the smile that we
give and in the smile that we receive."

Given her simultaneous interior

anxiety, her public statements now seem
hypocritical in the extreme. Not that we
aren't familiar with this routine.

It is, if we are honest, often our

own practice.

Of course, it's one thing to associate

moral duplicity with sinners; it's another

to have proof of it from a woman
whose essence seemed the saintly

denial of self.

The theological explanations being

given for the two sides of Mother Teresa

now pose their own test of faith. Much of

what is being said has the distinct air of

post-hoc rationalization.

We're told the darkness of soul

that Mother Teresa encountered was a

manifestation of Christ's extraordinary

love for her. The God-made-man was
sharing what he could only share with

his closest of confidants: namely,
his own darkest moment when he

thought his Father had forsaken him
on the cross.

Mother Teresa's discomfort, and at

its lowest point even her questioning of

God's existence itself, gives an opening

to atheists who are only too happy to

portray the divine's interaction with man
as a version of "heads, Christ wins; tails,

we lose."

Christopher Hitchens, for example,

whose best-selling book "God Is Not
Great" can be heard saying, "See,

I told you so — religion is just so

much hooey."

Closely behind the disbelievers are

the worshipers of the Enlightenment

Faith &
Precedent

DOUGLAS
W. KMIEC

CNS COLUMNIST

who attribute all ofMother Teresa's angst

to a conflicted subconscious. Mother
Teresa sought humility and the denial of

worldly goods, they say, only to receive

fame and big bucks, so she needed some
way to mentally balance one against

the other.

Putting aside those eitherpredisposed

to deny faith or worship at the altar

of science without ever grasping how
science has become for them its own
god, Mother Teresa's experience does sit

uneasily with the Catholic understanding

of the continuing strength and presence

of the Holy Spirit and the scriptural

assurance that taking up the yoke of

Christ is not heavy.

If we are candid. Mother Teresa's

suffering and nagging doubts demand
answer because if we actually try to

emulate her great love, we don't want to

be taken for suckers.

Of course, that's it, isn't it? Love
is all about vulnerability, not certainty.

Love is dependence, not autonomy.

Love is giving without expectation of

recompense.

The church may have overridden

Mother Teresa's desire to keep these

letters confidential to remind us that

God never promised to explain himself

by man's reasoning. Quite the contrary,

Christ said he came to overturn the

old order.

Mother Teresa was his instrument,

and the fact that herjoy in serving as such

was less than what she expected or dearly

wanted is but a reminder that in this place

of exile we are still well short of heaven,

or as Thomas More yearned of "seeing

God in the face."

Neither the heroic charity of Mother

Teresa nor our far less notable actions

can make it otherwise. Only. by Christ's

grace are we saved.

A point, it seems, that Christ teaches

in his own way to the most noble and the

least deserving alike.

Will the true athletes

come forward?
Inordinate lust for power^ glory is behind
sports scandals

"It is not who wins the game, but

how the game is played." This used to be

a revered motto in the world of sports.

Recent scandals have sports fans

wondering what makes a true athlete and

whether they know how to play the game.

Take, for example, this year's Tour de

France that was labeled the Tour de Mort,

the Death of the Tour, because of several

cyclists who failed drug testing.

And then there are loyal baseball fans

who refuse to accept Barry Bonds ' record-

breaking homer because of accusations

. of steroid use. More disturbing than this

are millionaire athletes in trouble with

the law because of irresponsible, bizarre

behavior.

Even though elegant stadiums are

being erected, records are being smashed
and awesome feats are being performed,

a new breed of cynicism is plaguing

the world of sports. Many fans are

wondering aloud why its standards have

plummeted.

In my lifetime, I have competed in

a number of sports, all of which thrived

on power. Power is essential to athletics.

When it is possessed to a high degree, it

makes a conqueror of you, allowing you
to bask in the light of admiring fans.

On the other hand, power creates an

insatiable appetite for more power.

A million-dollar business that has

been built on this appetite is the marketing

of energy drinks and bars guaranteed to

generate greater strength and stamina.

The well-known theologian and

world observer Romano Guardini once

wrote that the biggest problem facing the

postmodern world is not a lack of power

Letterto the Editor

Gratitude for

addressing social

issues
To commemorate the feast of St.

Francis of Assisi Oct. 4, I would like

to thank The Catholic News & Herald

for its recent attention to environmental

justice issues.

Catholic social teaching includes

the specific theme of "the care for God's

creation." We are called to be good
stewards of this earth and good neighbors

to our fellow human beings.

Please continue to make us more
aware of our personal responsibility in

carrying out this calling and to inform us

what the pope and bishops are teaching

us and asking us to do in the area of

social justice.

— Linda Yutzy

Dysartsville, N.C.

The Human
Side

FATHER EUGENE
HEMRICK
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but how to control it.

We live in an era that has more
power than ever at its disposal. This

has heightened an even greater appetite

for it.

When we can hit a golf ball 290
yards, why not desire a technologically

advanced driver that hits it 300 yards?

It is no exaggeration to say that the

appetite for power will not stop growing.

The dovmside to this is that there are

people willing to do anything to win.

This inordinate lust for power
and glory, whether it is for physical or

financial power, is ultimately behind the

scandals that threaten the demise of the

sports world.

Fortunately, there are many great

athletes who are esteemed because they

not only have talent, they can control

their appetite for power as well. They
are the good crop of athletes in the world

of sports who have to live side-by-side

with the weeds — athletes acting like

irresponsible children.

The sports world now faces a harvest

time which, as Christ taught, is a time to

separate the weeds fi:om the good grain.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes

letters from readers. We ask that letters

be originals of 250 words or fewer,

pertain to recent newspaper content or

Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication,

each letter must include the name,

address and daytime phone number

of the writer for purpose of verification.

Letters may be condensed due to space

limitations and edited for clarity, style and

factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not

publish poetry, form letters or petitions.

Items submitted to The Catholic News

& Herald become the property of the

newspaper and are subject to reuse,

in whole or In part, in print, electronic

formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor,

The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, ore-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
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Intelligent design
Deliberate inadvertence is sin by

which angels fell

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS COLUMNIST

The universe cries out to us all

the time, telling us about the supreme

intelligence behind it.

Did you know that the umbrella

bamboo flowers on the same day once

every 100 years? This happens all over

the world, be it in a field in China or in a

greenhouse in Chicago.

Doesn't that amaze you? A hidden

intelligence does exist and is responsible

for the entire universe.

Why do some people deny the idea

of a divine Creator?. Albert Einstein,

arguably the greatest scientist that ever

lived, readily conceded the necessity of

an intelligent design behind the visible

universe.

He said that when he looked up at

the sky at night he felt like a little boy

in a huge library. He knew instinctively

that the wonders of the sky above didn't

simply appear out of nowhere.

If you said that the Library of

Congress had no cause, it just appeared

one day after a huge windstorm, could

anyone take you to be serious? The

problem with non-believers is that they

are in denial about a matter that is vitally

important to their own futures.

Everything we see in nature screams

out to us that there is a divine being

behind it. Teilhard de Chardin put it

more poetically:

"By means of all created things,

without exception, the divine assails

us, penetrates us, molds us. We imagine

the divine as distant, inaccessible,

whereas in fact we live steeped in its

burning layers."

The poet Catherine de Vinck wrote

about all the umbrella bamboo trees

that bud on the same day once every

100 years.

"How do they count the years?

Do the buried roots know the code; do

they telegraph the exact date through

what layers of earth, what conduits of

stone? Something soft, flexible, a gauzy

net flung over the world, or is it a strict

mathematician mapping diagrams, the

line drawn straight toward infinity. ...

"Something else is at work,

something beyond definitions, beyond

visibility, something outside of cold

calculations. ... No way to cross over,

says the clock, but on the other side of

probability the bamboo pushes through

centuries of sleep the cathedral of

its flowers."

People of faith know that something

doesn't come from nothing. Whereas,

those who have no faith feebly protest:

"Why do we need a first cause? If

the universe always was, and there is

support for the theory that the universe

had no beginning, then why do we need

to believe there is intelligent design
' behind everything?"

How facile, how dumb! Their

"deliberate inadvertence" blinds them.

They are predisposed to say, "I will not

believe," no matter what! So be it!

Deliberate inadvertence is the sin

by which the angels fell. They knew that

God created them and still they remained

. hell-bent on saying, "I will not serve."

Life is short; eternity is forever.

Don't imitate the fallen angels.

Breaking down those

artificial lines
Celebrating cultural differences and

commonalities is essential

When I started high school, I was

excited to see that the curriculum in

Spanish class had us learning about the

culture of Spain and Latin America.

After all, I'd just spent the summer
in Colombia, eating, talking, and living

the way Colombians did. I had a lot to

share.

During my first week of travel, I felt

like an outsider What could I possibly

have in common with people fi"om a

country halfway across the world — a

country with an adversarial relationship

to my own?
One day, my hosts took me to a

basketball game at a Medellin high

school, where one girl offered me a slice

ofmango and askedme about high school

life in the United States: Did we have

school dances? Exams? Hall monitors?

Did everyone in the U.S. really have two

cars? Did I have a boyfriend?

She helped me to see that although

we came from two very different

cultures, we still shared a lot in common.
All we had to do was break down the

artificial lines between us.

That afternoon, we weren't
American" and "Colombian" but two

girls sharing snacks and giggling about

boys.

It saddens me that such things don't

happen more often.

Despite the advances . of the past

50 years regarding equality and civil

liberties, many American schools are still

segregated either by class or by choice.

The law used to separate lunchrooms;

now black, white. Latino and Asian

students often choose separate tables of

their own volition.

Ifwe want to move towards being a

truly tolerant and diverse society, what's

going on?

Is diversity simply recognizing that

there are other cultures and ways of life

outside the ones in which one lives, or is

there more to it?

Drawing artificial lines between

groups of human beings is nothing

new. Throughout history humanity
seems to have had a tendency to divide

between "us" and "them." Romans
versus barbarians. Catholics versus

Protestants. Blacks versus whites.

In one of his letters, the apostle Paul

tells the early Christians that there is no

difference between Jew and Greek, slave

and free, woman and man— that all, in

fact, are equal "in the sight ofGod." That

was a revolutionary idea in a world that

was as divided as we are today.

These days, the writings of Paul and

other peacemakers such as Rev. Martin

Coming

of Age

KAREN
OSBORNE

CNS COLUMNIST

Luther King Jr. and Pope John Paul II

are merciless in their criticism of those

artificial dichotomies, and many teens

are still raised on their lessons.

Why then did I walk into my college

cafeteria to see students of different races

seated at different tables? Why did I feel

so much trepidation when I walked into

that gymnasium in Medellin?

I think we need to not only strive

for simple tolerance for different back-

grounds and opinions, but to actively try

to see others as worth something because

of their innate humanity, not how much
money they have, where they grew up or

the color of their skin.

We need to celebrate our cultural

differences, but never lose sight of the

commonalities that make us all human.

This begins at an individual level, with

people willing to look beyond a different

religion or political philosophy to see

someone who loves and strives just like

ourselves.

I believe that committing to active

tolerance on a personal level is the first

step in creating a truly equal society.

Why not try offering a mango — or

a seat at your lunch table— to someone

different? Perhaps we can work to make
Paul's revolutionary vision a reality.

Poverty must

be tackled by

overhauling

social structures,

pope says

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— Handouts

to the poor are not enough; poverty

must be tackled by overhauling social

structures that deny people basic human
rights, Pope Benedict XVI said at his

weekly general audience.

"It is not enough to give alms and

help the poor on a case-by-case basis,"

he said, citing the teachings of St. John

Chrysostom.

The saint saw that a new structure,

based on the Christian vision of the

human family, is needed, the pope said.

Pope Benedict returned briefly to i

the Vatican from his papal summer villa

south of Rome for his Sept. 26 audience

in St. Peter's Square.

The pope continued a catechesis he

began Sept. 19 that focused on the life

and writings of St. John Chrysostom,

the fourth-century doctor of the church

and archbishop of Constantinople, now
Istanbul, Turkey.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope

Benedict's remarks in English.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today we continue our reflections

on St. John Chrysostom. In 397, when
he became bishop of Constantinople, he

set an example to the people of the city

by his simplicity of life and his constant

concern for the poor.

He did not hesitate to speak out^

against corrupt or pagan practices, even

in the Imperial Court, and for this he was

sent into exile.

In his teaching, he showed how our

wonder at the beauty of creation should

lead us to give glory to the Creator.

Yet God is also a tender father, a

healer of souls and an affectionate friend.

The Creator of the universe loved us so

much that he did not spare his only Son.

The Holy Spirit also features

prominently in St. John's writings— the

life-force that transforms the world and

gives wings to those Christians who are

docile to the Spirit's promptings.

This authoritative teaching earned

St. John Chrysostom the title of a second

St. Paul, Teacher of the Universe.

The exiled bishop continued until

his death to proclaim the infinite love of

God, who wants all to be saved. With his''

last breath he spoke ofthe ultimate end of

himian life— the glory of God.

Let us learn from St. John's example

to love Christ in the poor and to bear^

faithful witness to the truth of the Gospel.
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A final look at the third diocesan Eucharistic Congress in Charlotte

•I

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis asks faith-related questions of children attending the Eucharistic Congress at the

Charlotte Convention Center Sept. 22.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Father Leo Patalinghug performs one of his signature break-dancing moves during the program for high

school students at the Eucharistic Congress Sept. 22.

Space is limited! Call NOW
for your winter cruise to the sun

The Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to leave winter behind and explore the

SOUTHERN eftRIBBEHN
and the PaNAMA eftNAL

January 31 - February II, 2008

Join Fr. Mo West and cruise from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

aboard Holland America s luxury ship ms Yolendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach
haramock, learn about Bahamian culture
* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a

submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy
beaches, and more shops!
•* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jungle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native

markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!

Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES airfare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ ship transfers, taxes, porterage and
all port charges! Optional: Arrange your own travel to Florida and save!

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Sister Mary Lucy and Sister John Tliomas, members of the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia, prepare to judge

a trivia competition during the program for middle schoolers at the Eucharistic Congress Sept. 11.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Bishop Jugis lends a volunteer a hand by helping move a table during the Eucharistic Congress at the.

Charlotte Convention Center Sept. 11.
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Golden Mercy
School celebrates 50th

anniversary

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

WINSTON-SALEM— In

1954, Our Lady of Mercy
Church was established

in response to an influx of

Catholics relocating from
the north. In May 1957, the

church was dedicated and in

the fall, Our Lady of Mercy
School opened its doors
to a small student body in

Winston-Salem.

Last month, students,

parents, current and former

faculty members and pastors

gathered to celebrate the

school's 50-year history. The
celebration included a morning

Mass for the student body and a

cake and ice cream party in the

afternoon Sept. 19.

On Sept. 22, about 250
people attended a parish

See SCHOOL, page 8

Respect Life Month

Photo by CNS

This artwork is part of the materials

for the U.S. bishops' Secretariat for

Pro-Life Activities 2007-08 Respect Life

program, which has as its theme "The

Infant in My Womb Leaped for Joy."

See storypage 12.
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Rejoicing in the house of the Lord

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

As Bishop Peter J. Jugis and parishioners watch, Bernie Humphries (center) and Marty Scheveling cut the ribbon before the

dedication Mass of St. John the Evangelist Church in Waynesville Sept. 30.

Bishop Jugis dedicates

new St. John the

Evangelist Church

BY JOANITA M.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

WAYNESVILLE — The
dedication Mass began as

Bishop Peter I. Jugis greeted

parishioners in the old church.

Led by fourth-degree

Knights of Columbus from

Great Smoky Mountain
Assembly 3001, Bishop Jugis

and the entire assembly then

processed, singing, "Let us go

rejoicing to the house of the

Lord" (Psalm 122), through the

grounds to the new St. John the

Evangelist Church Sept. 30.

There, parishioner Steve

Bemardi, a parish construction

coordinator, gave the bishop

the dedication documents
and the church key. Marty
Scheveling and Bernie
Humphries, volunteer project

See CHURCH, page 9

Service with a smile
Youths collect, donate clothes to needy

in community
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The
youths were smiling, waving at

passersby; some were dancing.

And they were holding

signs in both English and
Spanish announcing their free

clothing giveaway.

More than two dozen
youths gave away donated
clothes and other items to

those in need outside Our

Lady of Consolation Church in

Charlotte Sept. 29.

"We want to make a

difference," said Deraondel

Hood, 16. "When they see us

out here, sharing God's love,

they respond, they smile."

"It's time we gave back

and made a difference," said

Jacqueline Scott, 15. "The

See CLOTHES, page 5

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Youths dance while holding signs announcing a free clothing giveaway outside

Our Lady of Consolation Church in Charlotte Sept. 29.
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GEO wins award; refugee

volunteer work recognized

I
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Culture Watch

Monitor reveals Darfur

tragedy; priest inspires film

I
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Heavenly bodies

Top astronomers attend

Vatican conference

I PAGE 16
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In Brief
Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own baclcyard

FROM THE DEPTHS OF GOD'S LOVE

CNS PHOTO BY Nancy Wiechec

Young Catholics dip the World Youth Day cross into the sea at the Great Barrier Reef off the coast of

Cairns, Australia, Sept. 22. The pilgrim cross, entrusted to the youths of the world by Pope John Paul II,

has been carried more than 7,440 miles across Australia ahead of World Youth Day 2008.

Patrol boat becomes open-air

chapel for World Youth Day pilgrims

CAIRNS, Australia (CNS) — The

navy patrol boat HMAS Broome took

a break from security operations along

Australia's northern border to transport

the World Youth Day cross, icon and

aboriginal message stick to the aqua blue

waters of the Great Barrier Reef.

The trip fulfilled another milestone

in the epic journey that is taking the

symbols around the Australian continent

for a year before World Youth Day, July

15-20, in Sydney.

Anchored off Fitzroy Island, nearly

14 miles east of Cairns in the Coral Sea,

the HMAS Broome became a rocking

open-air chapel for a prayer service

Sept. 22.

Deacon Matt Ransom, officiating

for the Cairns Diocese, began the service

quoting the Book of Genesis about God
creating the waters teeming with swarms
of living creatures.

Deacon Ransom said the Book
of Genesis could be describing

the abundance of life forms on the

Great Barrier Reef and in its

surrounding waters.

"People who spend even a few
hours exploring the reef become
conservationists for life," he said, noting

that warming sea temperatures and

climate change posed the greatest threat

to the reef's biodiversity.

Deacon Ransom told the gathered

pilgrims that since the World Youth Day
cross had been brought to Cairns, he had

witnessed "the depths of God's forgiving

love" and its effects on the local people.

"I have seen people touching the cross

and afterward they are glowing, their pain

is gone. As humans, if we do not turn to

the cross to take our pain, then we take it

out on our environment," he said.

He led the group in a prayer for "an

ecological conversion which grows and

spreads to every comer of the earth."

At the service, army Lt. Ivan Yau
offered a prayer for God's blessing

on men and women serving in the

armed forces.

"By your powerful spirit shield them

from all harm. Uphold them in good

times and bad ... and hasten the day when
the human family will rejoice in lasting

peace," he said.

Representing Australia's indigenous

people at the service was 1 ^-year-old

Kim Reys, a member of the Yidinji

clan, whose members traditionally have

lived in the area from the southern

plateaus outside Cairns to the reefs of the

Coral Sea.

Reys held in her hands the message

stick made by Sydney's Aboriginal

Catholic Ministry. A message stick is a

traditional form of greeting used by one

indigenous people when entering another

people's country.

The World Youth Day stick,

decorated in totems of the whale, eagle

and footprints, extends an invitation

for all indigenous Catholics to come to

World Youth Day in Sydney.

Reys said she will be going to

World Youth Day with other pilgrims

from the Cairns Diocese because "as

an indigenous young person I want to

feel the spirit and meet up with other

indigenous people. It's something I'm

really looking forward to."

U.S. religious leaders meet with Iran's

president, stress diplomacy
NEWYORK (CNS )—U .S . religious

leaders are "deeply concerned about

the prospect of war with Iran," said a

professor fi-om a Catholic college who
was part of an interfaith delegation that

met with Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad Sept. 26 in New York.

But Joseph Fahey, professor of

religious studies at Manhattan College

in Riverdale, said he left the meeting

feeling hopeful because of statements

Ahmadinejadmadeaboutthe "renunciation
ofwar and the quest for peace."

"This meeting was an attempt to

build bridges with Iran despite the

generally hostile reception President

Ahmadinejad received here in New York

City," Fahey said in a statement issued

after the meeting.

"We strongly believe that only

through formal and informal diplomacy

and respect for international law can

there be peace between Iran and the

U.S.," he said.

Protests greeted Ahmadinejad while

Diocesan
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — A Public Square Rosary in

honor of the 90th anniversary of the Blessed

Virgin Mary's apparitions in Fatima will take

place on Oct. 13 at 12 p.m. at 2 South Pack

Square. The rosary will be prayed for peace,

reparation of sins and the return to the church of

all those who have abandoned their faith. Free

parking is to the right (south) of the City Hall:

enter fenced lot from Eagle Street. For more

information, call Lisena Maria Moss at (828)

254-4526 or e-mail jemoss@charter.net.

ASHEVILLE — A Rachel's Vineyard Retreat

for Post-Abortive Women and Men will take

place in the Asheville area Nov. 2-4. For

more information, call the diocesan Respect

Life Office at (704) 370-3229 or e-mail

mnadol@charlottediocese.org.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — A Pro-Life Prayer Vigil

will take place through Nov. 4. It will be a

40- day/24-hour peaceful prayer vigil in front

of an abortion center with pro-life participants

of many denominatioiis. For more infor, e-mail

Diane Hoefling at rhoef541@aol.com, call

(704) 541-3760 or visit www.40daysforlife.

com.

CHARLOTTE — An Immigration Reform
Workshop will be held in Biss Hall of St. Peter

Church, 507 S. Tiyon St., Oct. 9, 7-8:30 p.m.

The issue of immigration and migration has

been called the "central narrative of our faith

today." An immigration panel will present and

discuss the issue as is affects our lives and the

lives of our neighbors. For more information.

he was in New York to address the U.N.

Security Council Sept. 25, He spoke

to an audience at Columbia University

the same day. The Iranian president has

been criticized for questioning whether

the Holocaust and the extermination of

6 million Jews during World War II ever

happened. He also has said Israel should

not exist.

In addition, his country's nuclear

program has brought the threat ofsanctions

from the U.S., France and other countries

who say Iran is enriching uranium for

nuclear weapons, but Iranian officials say

the program's goal is to produce energy.

In his U.N. remarks Ahmadinejad said the

nuclear issue is closed.

The interfaith delegation had an

hourlong meeting with the Iranian

leader. The religious group ~ made up

of more than 100 faith representatives,

including Catholics, United Methodists,

Presbyterians, Episcopalians and
Unitarians — stressed the need for

diplomacy to prevent war.

please call the office at (704) 332-2901

.

CHARLOTTE — "Bereavement and Grief
— Helping Seniors Cope" will be presented at

St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd., Oct.

18, 7-8:30 p.m. Loss is difficult at any age, but

what happens when the losses keep piling up?

Is there such a thing as grief overload? Larry

Dawalt of Hospice and Palliative Care will speak

about the variety of losses seniors experience,

coping mechanisms and the importance oftreating

senior survivors with grace and dignity. For more

information, call BJ Dengler at (704) 364-5431.

CHARLOTTE— "Understanding Your Late-Life

Choices " will be presented in the ministry center

of St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd.,

Wednesdays, Oct. 24-Nov. 14, 10-11:30 a.m. Bill

Clayton, attorney, will present "Protecting Your

Assets" Oct. 24. There is no fee to attend, but

reservations are appreciated. RSVP to the church

office at (704) 364-543 1 . For more information,

call Suzanne Bach at (704) 335-0253.

CHARLOTTE — St. Thomas Church, 1400

Suther Rd., will present "The Acts ofthe Apostles
"

Wednesdays, 10-11:30 a.m., through Nov. 14.

This study program will include individual study,

small-group discussions and taped lectures. For

registration and more information, call Mary at

(704) 948-8285 or Angela at (704) 400-8517.

CHARLOTTE— Deepen your faith this fall with

"Lunchtime Spirituality" at St. Peter Church,

12-12:45 p.m., in the Annex, 507 S. Tryon St.

Bring your lunch, listen to a talk on spirituality and

participate in a short prayer session— a great way
to renew during the workweek and to prepare for

Advent and Christmas. The topic for Oct. 18 will

be "The Jesus Prayer." For more information, call

the church office at (704) 332-2901

.

CHARLOTTE — The Semi-Annual Rosary

Rally will be held Oct. 14 at 3 p.m. at St. Patrick

Cathedral, 1621 Dilworth Rd. East. This 33-year-old

diocesan tradition will include the Holy Rosary, a
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FROM THE VATICAN

Too much medical technology can hurt

patients, says Vatican official
ROME (CNS) — While progress

in medicine and technology holds

great promise for humanity, relying too

heavily on biomedical technology runs

the risk of hurting the very people meant

to be helped, said a Vatican official.

Cardinal Javier Lozano Barragan,

head of the Pontifical Coimcil for Health

Care Ministry, said state-of-the-art

equipment, medical procedures and
medicines "are only part of the health

care system, and undue insistence on

their capabilities" may place more
emphasis on meeting the demands of

health care providers than on the needs

of the patients.

The cardinal made his comments
during a Sept. 28 conference on "Health,

Technology and the Common Good."

The conference, which drew scholars

and experts from the field of health care,

genetics and pharmaceutical industries,

was sponsored by the conservative U.S.

think tank the Acton Institute and had the

Eucharistic Procession and Benediction. For more

information, call Tina at (704) 846-7361.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT—Apublic Catholic conference, "The

Ingersoll Symposium: American Ideas of Liberty

and Virtue: Political, Religious and Philosophical

Dimensions, " will take at Belmont Abbey College,

100 Belmont-Mount Holly Rd., Oct. 19-20. Eight

speakers will participate, including PeterAugustine

Lawler, Ph.D., dana professor of government at

Berry College, Ga., who will speak Oct. 19 at 7

p.m. For more information, call Dr. Robert Preston

at (704) 829-7231, e-mail RobertPreston@bac.edu

or visit www.bradleyinstitute.org.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — St. Pius X Church 2210 N.

Elm St. will celebrate the 90th anniversary of

the Blessed Virgin Mary's apparition at Fatima,

Portugal with a "living rosary" Oct. 13 at 12 p.m.

For more information, call the church office at

(336) 272-4681.

GREENSBORO — A Catholic Charismatic

Renewal Celebration and Mass will be celebrated

at Our Lady of Grace Church, 2205 W. Market St.,

Oct. 20, 1 -3 p.m. The celebrant for the Mass will be

Father Andy Latsko of Marjfield Nursing Home.
Music will be by Freeway. Prayers for healing will

be available after the Mass. For more information,

call Melissa Miller at (336) 274-6520.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOCKSVILLE — St. Francis of Assisi Church,

862 Yadkinville Rd., will hold a parish mission,

"Living Our Faith With Joy, " Oct. 13-17 at 7 p.m.

Franciscan Father Roderic Petrie will preach at

Masses Oct. 13-14. The sacrament ofreconciliation

will be oflFered Oct. 16. For more information, call

Gayle O'Grady at (336) 751-2117.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MAGGIE VALLEY — Renew International's

"Why Catholic? " program will be presented at St.

support of the Vatican health care council.

CardinalLozano saidthe ultimate goal

of all technology must be that it is used

for the good of all people, and he warned
that "everything technologically possible

need not be ethically permissible."

Even though scientific developments

can appear to be "the most advanced

and the most marvelous" ever seen,

"technology in itself is blind" and can

be used to either destroy or edify human
life, he said.

Ethical guidelines are needed to

establish "rules ofbehavior in the area of

health and life," he said.

The cardinal criticizedanew"paradigm
shift" in ethical definitions being furthered

by certain international, national and grass-

roots groups, including the United Nations

and its World Health Organization.

He said the World Health
Organization's value-based Health for All

framework establishes rights only "for the

person, not for the human being."

Margaret of Scotland Church, 37 Murphy Dr.,

Oct. 8-Nov. 26. Small, informal groups will

focus on the Apostles' Creed— what we believe

regarding the public life of Jesus, his death and

resurrection; the Holy Spirit and the church;

Mary, mother of Christ; and life everlasting.

Inactive Catholics and anyone inquiring about

the Catholic faith are also encouraged to share

this journey. Morning, afternoon and evening

groups are available. For more information, call

Sharon Foy at (828) 926-9968.

SYLVA — St. Mary, Mother of God, Church,

22 Bartlett St., will present "The Autumn of
Our Lives " led by Father Walter Williams Oct.

13, beginning with Mass at 9 a.m., followed by

a light breakfast. Father Williams will provide

scriptural-based teachings that will motivate

and prepare us for this time of our lives. We will

end with a noon limcheon. People over 40 are

invited to attend. For more information, call the

church office at (828) 586-9496

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM— Spirit ofAssisi presents

the Wednesday Lunch Series, 12:30-1:15 p.m.,

at the Fatima Chapel, 211 W. Third St. David

Harold will present "Decalogue for Peace" Oct.

10. Jim Day will present "Christian Paradox"

Oct. 17. For more information, e-mail Sister

Kathy Ganiel at spiritofassisi@bellsouth.net or

call (336)723-1092.

Is your parish or school sponsoring

a free event open to the general

public? Deadline for all submissions

for the Diocesan Planner is 10 days

prior to desired publication date.

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlQttediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Oct. 8— 6 p.m.

Red Mass

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Oct. 11 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of Mercy Church, Winston-Salem

Oct. 12 -12 p.m.

Pontifical visit of Catholicos Karekin I

of the Armenian Apostolic Cliurch

Duke Mansion, Charlotte

Oct. 13 — 6 p.m.

Deacon's retreat dinner

Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

I, head

In message to Muslims, cardinal

touches on violence, terrorism
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In a

message to the Muslim world, a leading

Vatican official denounced terrorism

and all violence committed in the name
of religion. The message also took aim

at religious discrimination, saying the

rights of all believers must be protected

during the "troubled times we are

passing through."

The text, released by the Vatican

Sept. 28, marked the end ofRamadan, the

Islamic month of prayer and fasting that

concludes in mid-October. It was written

by Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, who took

over as head ofthe Pontifical Council for

Interreligious Dialogue earlier this year.

Christians and Muslims, the cardinal

said, need to intensify their dialogue so

that younger generations "do not become
cultural or religious blocs opposed to

each other."

Cardinal Tauran began and ended

his message by expressing the church's

"warmest greetings" to the Islamic

world. But the text touched on a number
of sensitive issues, especially those of

religious liberty, violence and terrorism.

All believers should do everything

they can to "reject, denounce and refuse

every recourse to violence, which can

never be motivated by religion, since it

wounds the very image of God in man,"

the cardinal said.

"We know that violence, especially

terrorism which strikes blindly and

claims countless innocent victims, is

incapable of resolving conflicts and leads

only to a deadly chain of destructive

hatred, to the detriment of mankind and

of societies," he said.

Cardinal Tauran said believers have a

duty to work in favor ofpeace by showing

respect for the convictions of individuals

and communities everywhere. That is

accomplished first of all by respecting the

freedom of religious practice, which is

more than freedom of worship, he said.

Cardinal Tauran did not name specific

places or countries, but his message
appeared aimed at predominantly Muslim
countries that have enacted strict forms

of Islamic law, often weakening the

rights of the Christian minority.

He said it was important to intensify

Christian-Muslim dialogue, which has an

educational and cultural impact.

'A lasting monument'

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Haring

Msgr. James Gillen, Auxiliary Bishop Francisco Gonzalez of Washington, Auxiliary Bishop Martin D. Holley of

Washington, Bishop Paul S. Loverde of Arlington, Va. (not fully visible), and Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl of

Washington pledge allegiance to the flag at the dedication of the new headquarters of the U.S. Archdiocese

for the Military Services in Washington Sept. 26. Mike Webb of Reston, Va., a soloist with the U.S. Navy's Sea

Chanters chorus, is also pictured.

In one of his last acts as head of the U.S. military archdiocese, Archbishop Edwin F. O'Brien blessed and

dedicated the building that he hopes will be "a lasting monument" to the service and sacrifices of American

military personnel and the chaplains who minister to them.

The archdiocese coordinates the spiritual care of nearly 1 .5 million Catholics around the world, including

active-duty and reserve military personnel and National Guard members, their families, U.S. government

workers overseas and residents of Veterans Affairs hospitals.

U.S. Sikhs attend third dialogue with Catholics
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The

conversation between U.S. Catholics

and Sikhs continued in Washington Sept.

28-Oct. 1 as about a dozen members of

each faith engaged in the third dialogue

between the two denominations.

From the dialogues the Sikh
participants learn about what the two
faiths have in common.

"Both faiths are looking out for the

welfare ofmankind," said Kavneet Singh.

Both Sikhs and Catholics, he added,

share the view that there is just one God.

The concept of a single God would

be seen by Sikhs as more expansive

than the Abrahamic concept of God,

according to Manohar Singh, 71, who
was bom in the Punjab region of India,

considered the cradle of Sikhism.

Manohar Singh — no relation to

Kavneet— said Sikhs consider God to be

"a mother, a father, brother, sister, even

as a friend — any kind of relationship

that you have here" on earth.
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Strengthening families
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Father Larry Snyder (far left), president of Catholic Charities USA; and Janet Valente Rape (far right),

chairwoman of the Catholic Charities USA board, present the Family Strengthening Award to (from left)

Netta McFaddin, OEO Far West Families First coordinator; Claudie Burchfield, OEO program director;

and Joseph Purello, director of CSS' Office of Justice and Peace in the Diocese of Charlotte at the annual

Catholic Charities USA convention in Cincinnati Sept. 15.

Office ofEcommic Opportunity receives

Catholic Charities USA award
CINCINNATI — Members of

Catholic Social Services of the Diocese

of Charlotte recently accepted a national

award fi-om Catholic Charities USA.
The Family Strengthening Award

was presented to the diocesan Office

of Economic Opportunity in Murphy
at the annual Catholic Charities USA
convention in Cinciimati Sept. 15.

Accepting for the OEO were Netta

McFaddin, OEO Far West Families First

coordinator; Claudie Burchfield, OEO
program director; and Joseph Purello,

director of Catholic Social Services'

Office ofJustice and Peace in the Diocese

of Charlotte.

Established in 1999 by the Office of

Justice and Peace, the OEO serves the

far-western North Carolina counties of

Cherokee, Clay, Graham and Swain.

The OEO is one of four programs

Catholic Charities USA picked for the

2007 Family Strengthening Award,
chosen from submissions from local

Catholic Charities USA agencies across

the country.

The award includes a $25,000
grant that will be used for the ministries

provided by the OEO. Programs include

Far West Families First, which matches

struggling families with ecumenical

faith teams who provide support and

encouragement to help the families reach

financial goals.

The OEO's goal "is to help families

develop the skills needed to make better

choices for building a more secure

future," said Burchfield.

The OEO dedicated a new financial

literacy computer lab Sept. 7.

"The Office of Economic
Opportunity is one of the brightest

stars in a constellation of outstanding

Catholic Charities programs working to

strengthen families," said Father Larry

Snyder, president of Catholic Charities

USA, who presented the award along

with Janet Valente Pape, chairwoman of

the Catholic Charities USA board.

The Alexandria, Va.-based Catholic

Charities USA is a national association of

more than 1,500 local Catholic Charities

agencies and institutions that serve more
than 7.4 million people a year.

The Better Business Bureau's Wise

Giving Alliance, a national charity

watchdog group, recently gave its seal

of approval to Catholic Charities USA,
recognizing that it meets all standards for

charity accountability.

Catholic Charities USA also was
named earlier in 2007 as the eighth most

fiscally responsible charity in the nation

by Charity Navigator, which describes

itself as "America's premier independent

charity evaluator."

8th Annual Kennedy Lecture

October 20, 2007, 9 am- 12:30 pm

"Who is my Neighbor?
The Challenge of Solidarity

by

M. Shawn Copeland, PhD.
Assoaate Pm/t'ssor, Boston College

St. Peter's Catholic Church
507 S. Tryon St., Charlotte, N.C.

Admission is free, but please phone to reserve your place. 704-332-2901, ext. 12.

www.sipeterscathoiic.org for more information
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Volunteer recognized for work
with Charlotte -area refugees

ATLANTIC BEACH, N.C. — Bill

Lamay, a parishioner of St. Matthew
Church in Charlotte, was recently

recognized for his volunteer efforts with

refiagee resettlement in Charlotte.

The North Carolina State Refiigee

Office, an agency ofthe N.C. Department

of Health and Human Services, honored

Lamay as an "Outstanding Volunteer" for

his work with Catholic Social Services

of the Diocese of Charlotte's Refugee

Resettlement Office.

The award was presented during the

North Carolina Refugee Conference,

themed "Voyage of Discovery," in

Atlantic Beach, N.C, Aug. 26-29.

The conference, held every two years

for refiigee resettlement agencies and

ancillary agencies, offered workshops on

refiagee employment and health issues,

English language training and other

refiagee-specific topics.

Lamay, 64, who recently retired

from the Mecklenburg County Fire

Department, serves as a Catholic Social

Services board member and assists the

CSS Refiagee Resettlement Office in a

number of capacities.

He divides his 35 volunteer hours

per month between tutoring two Russian

families in English, helping to set up
apartments for new refugee arrivals,

speaking on behalf of the Refugee
Resettlement Office at special events,

and being the "go-to" person when
critical situations arise.

"Bill is never too busy to help. He's

always ready to rearrange his schedule to

accommodate a special need and is like

a magnet for drawing other people in to

help," said Cira Ponce, diocesan Refugee

Resettlement Office director.

The Refugee Resettlement Office

also recognized Southern Staircase as

"Outstanding Employer." The company
employed 30 Montagnard refiagees.

"With the assistance of Catholic

Social Services, our refiagee workforce

has raised the bar on what we have come
to expect from our team members,"
said Joe Brienza, Southern Staircase's

Charlotte branch manager.

Brienza, a parishioner of St. Matthew
Church, is a member of the Refugee

Resettlement Office's employment
advisory council.

CouRTHY Photo

Bill Lamay accepts his Outstanding Volunteer award from Marlene Myers, state refugee coordinator with

the N.C. State Refugee Office, during the N.C. Refugee Conference in Atlantic Beach, N.C, Aug. 26-29;'

Wkat's Tke Road
Like Alieai?
Tlie road we liave to travel

is different for eack of us.

I fie only certainty is

that we all must end the

journey some day.

if you tal^e tke time to

prepare for tliat journey's

end now, your family,

favorite parisk, sckool and

diocesan ministry will ke

supported. A will is an

essential part of tkat

overall plan for your life s wi^SUB^ t
journey gZWoa/lOat/Ori

of the

Rontaii CstiMiac OlocaM tA Cliariaa*

To receive thefree booklet "Better Estate Planning" contact]udy Smith, Director ofPlanned Giving,

704-370-3320: 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC28203.jmstnith@charlottediocese.org.
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"It's a great experience to help the less fortunate and to give of myself to help others."

— Julian Tucker, 16

Youths collect, donate

clothes to those in need
CLOTHES, from page 1

people who come for the clothes— they

smile, happy that they can get what they

need and go."

The youth group at Our Lady
of Consolation Church used to sell

the donated clothes at low cost as a

fundraiser, but many ofthose in need still

couldn't afford them.

"We prayed about it and realized it

wasn't about making money but about

helping the community, so we decided

to give the clothes away for free," said

Nanette Lide, youth minister.

The youth group put up flyers around

the community and placed ads in local

Spanish-language newspapers. Clothing

items were donated by parishioners, most

of whom live outside of the community,

said Lide.

"Those ofus who are blessed want to

share with those who aren't," she said.

"We want to help make the

community a better place," said Sierra

Stinson, 14.

The youth group is involved in a

number of outreach activities, including

collecting clothes for a battered women's
shelter, organizing Christmas wish trees

for a homeless shelter and a nursing

home, and visiting a children's hospital.

The youths felt the clothing giveaway

was another way to help those in need

and to share Christ's love. They greeted

all who approached with enthusiastic

smiles; they waved eagerly to passing

motorists, many of whom responded

with waves or by honking horns.

"It's an important community
service, and we're representing our

church," said Jade Jones, 1 1

.

"Many people have thanked us for

doing this," said Carrington Byers, 11.

"Theyxeally appreciate this."

"Little things can make a big

difference in people's lives," said India

Lipscomb, 17.

Julian Tucker, 16, agreed.

"We don't know what people are

going through in their lives, so even the

smiles on our faces can make their day a

little bit better," he said.

"I like seeing the smiles on their

faces," said Julian. "It's a great experience

to help the less fortunate and to give of

myself to help others."

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray
by calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese. org.

Most Rev. Peter J. Jugis
Bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte

Invites ^ou On ji (PiCgrimage To l^he

49^^ IntemationaC

^ucfiaristic Congress
Celebrating the 400^'' Anniversary of Quebec

Sfe Anne de HeauprC', Quebec St. Joseph Oratory Chateau Fronton

June 14-23,2008
'Your 10 (pay (PiCgrimage Tour IncCudes:

r- Round trip scheduled air Iron Charlolle lo Monlreal

r Nine (9) nights hotel accommodalions at the 4 star Chateau Laurier Hotel. Quebec City (or similar

Sightseeing tour of Quebec including; the Citadelle, Plains of Abraham.

Chateau Frontenac. and Notre-Dame dcs Victoires Church

r- Half day trip to the Shrine of St. Anne de Beauprc

^ Evening tour to the lie d'Orleans with dinner in a traditional "Sugar Shack"

r Deluxe coach for round trip airport transfer from Montreal to Quebec City

Hotel porterage for 1 piece of luggage per person and local taxes

f Registration fee to attend the Eucharislic Congress:

> A week long experience of faith centered on the Euchaiist

.^Closing Eucharistic celebration on the Plains of Abraham
'-Visit the Quebec Eucharislic Congress website, www.cci2()08.ca for more details

Deposit by October 31

for .ifevial rale ofonlv:

$2,899^

Call Corporate Travel at 800-727-1999; ext. 121 to book today - Limited Availability

Photo by Kb/in E. Murray

A youth group member at Our Lady of Consolation Church in Charlotte holds a sign in Spanish announcing

a free clothing giveaway outside the church Sept. 29.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

People look through clothes being given away outside Our Lady of Consolation Church Sept. 29.

Providing help. Creating hope. Changing lives.

Catholic Social Services — The Diocese of Charlotte

Executive Director: Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227

Associate Director: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3250

Refugee Office: Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930

Family Life: Gerard Carter (704) 370-3228

Justice and Peace: Joe Purello (704) 370-3225

OEO/CSS Murphy Satellite Office (828) 835-3535

Charlotte Region: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Debra Braese (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second St., Winston-Salem, NC 27108

Area Director: Diane Bullard (336) 727-0705

Greensboro Satellite Office (336) 274-5577

Latino Family Center (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

1123 South Church Street, Charlotte NC 28203

www.cssnc.org

Catholic Social Services

Diocese of Charlotte
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Nun Laments Booming Business In Coffins for Babies
Sister Mary Ann has lived and worked in

Jeremie on the remote southwest coast of

Haiti for many years. She knows the poverty

of her area well, but she still feels the pain

of its terrible impact on the local people.

"When a baby dies, and they build the

rough wood coffin, I feel the pain of the

mother— of the whole community," she

said. "Life is too precious— too valuable."

And still, the local carpenter has another

coffin in his shop and one on his workbench

ready for his saw and hammer. As long as

the children die, the coffins must be made.

"Fortunately, we do have reason for hope.

We have developed a medical outreach to

this community and it's beginning to work
— we are able to save the lives of these little

ones," she added. "Sometimes we laugh, 'we

will put these carpenters out of business. No
more coffms for our babies."

The president of Cross International

Cathohc Outreach, Jim Cavnar, shares Sr. Mary

Ann's sense of hope. While meeting with

key staff from the Haitian Health Foundation,

he was impressed by the determination and

success of the outreach. With the help of

contributions from American Catholics, Cross

International will be able to supply Sr. Mary

As long as children die, the coffins must be made. These small wooden boxes are a terrible

A symbol ofhow Haiti 's crushing poverty is impacting the most vulnerable in the society.

Ann's program with urgently needed

medical supplies.

The help, Cavnar knows, will be meaningfiil

— not just a token gift.

"I met a boy just today who illustrates the

impact of Sr. Mary Ann's work," he said.

"Because of the Haitian Health Foundation,

he could be treated for typhoid in time. We
drove him home today. There won't be a coffin

built for Makendy Louis. He will be back in

school soon with a fijture ahead of him.''

"The question is...will the next child receive

the same life-saving help?" he added. "Will

that next child live or die? Our actions now
will answer that question."

"Will that child live or die?

Our actions now will answer

.

that question...

"

James Cavnar,

Cross International Catholic Outreach

To provide Sister Mary Ann and the Haitian

Health Foundation with as many medicines

as possible, Cross International is now seeking

financial contributions from American CathoUcs.

"Our goal is to help fulfill Sister Mary

Aim's dream— by ending Haiti's booming

business in coffms for babies," Cavnar said.

"IfAmerican Catholics will join with us in

this effort, I know it can be done."

"And don't underestimate the impact

your individual gift can have," he added.

"In countries like Haiti, a $10 donation can

literally save a life. There are scores of

children that die because their mother or

father couldn't obtain a simple anti-diarrhea

medication— something we could supply

with a donation of a few dollars. Imagine,

saving a life. You can have that kind of

impact with even a modest contribution to

this outreach."

To contribute to the ministry's efforts in

Haiti, either use the tear-off envelope in the

brochure found this issue of the newspaper

or mail your gift to: Cross International

Catholic Outreach, Dept. AC00416,

490 White Pond Drive, PO Box 63, Akron,

OH 44309-0063.
"

Catholic Leaders Help Build Strong Foundation for Cross
With His Eminence William Cardinal

Keeler as its Patron, Cross International

Catholic Outreach continues to build on a

strong foundation of Catholic leadership

and support.

The impressive group of Catholic bishops

already on the organization's board includes its

Chairman, Most Reverend Sam Jacobs, Bishop

of the Diocese of Houma-Thibodauex, and

directors Most Rev. Michael Cote, Most Rev.

Carlos Sevilla, Most Rev. Edward Slattery

and Most Rev. Frank J. Dewane.

"Cross Intemafional Catholic Outreach is

an official Catholic organization, listed in the

national Catholic directory, and our mission

has always been tied to the work of the

Catholic Church overseas," explained Jim

Cavnar, president of Cross. "Our goal is to

make American Catholics aware of the work

being done by the dedicated priests, nuns

and other Catholic leaders serving overseas.

The Catholic Church is accomplishing

amazing things in serving the poor. More

people should be aware of it— and support

the work if they can."

In Cavnar 's view. Cardinal Keeler, the

Bishops serving on the board for Cross and

the thousands of U.S. Catholics who support

the ministry as benefactors are all part of one

unified mission.

"Christ called us to love one another, and

all of us are simply trying to respond to that

command in a meaningful and tangible

way," Cavnar explained. "We are people

bound together by a shared mission, and

God has blessed us. As Christ calls others

to take part, we will continue to grow—
expanding the outreach by feeding more

who are hungry, providing shelter to those

who need it, delivering medicines to

comfort the sick and sharing the Gospel

with those who are lost."

This commitment to the poor has also

helped forge an official collaboration

between Cross International Catholic Church

and the Holy Father's own international

relief organization, the Pontifical Council

Cor Unum. This unique collaboration has

already been a blessing for the poor

following several disasters, including the

His Eminence William Cardinal Keeler at a recent meeting with Pope Benedict XVI.

tsunami in south-east Asia, floods in Haiti,

drought in Africa and programs serving

refiigees in Rwanda.

"Ultimately, the success of Cross depends

on the prayers and support ofAmerican

Catholics— their generosity and faithfulness

have made all of this possible," Cavnar said.

"We are deeply grateful for their support."
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"Cross" Program Can Turn

$50 Donation Into $4,250

Worth Of Aid For The Poor
James Cavnar, the president of Cross

International Catholic Outreach, looks at a

$50 gift differently than most charity leaders.

"When I'm handed a $50 donation, I see a

$4,250 shipment of material aid on its way

to the poor That's the end result of the gift

when I use it to deliver donated goods

overseas," Cavnar explained. "For example,

we may convince a medical organization to

donate life-saving medicines or nutritional

supplements, but we can only deliver those

items overseas if we have cash donations to

pay for the shipping costs. For every $ 1

donated to our shipping program last year,

we were able to send more than $85 worth

of goods to the needy in Haiti and other

third-world countries."

Of course, the same formulas apply to other

gifts. A donation of $25 allows Cross to supply

the poor with more than $2,000 worth of aid

and a $100 gift can yield nearly $10,000 in

food, medical supplies and other life-saving

materials— an amazing multiplication of

the donor's contribution.

"This program is popular because it produces

more bang for the buck, as the saying goes. It

also rescues goods fhat might have been wasted

and puts them to good use - helping the poor,"

Cavnar said. "That's a win, win situation."

To contribute to the ministry's efforts in

Haiti, either use the tear-off envelope portion

of the: brochure in this issue or mail your

tax-deductible gift to: Cross International

Catholic Outreach, Dept. AC00416, 490

White Pond Drive, PO Box 63, Akron, OH
44309-0063.

"Whgt is a child's life worth

certainly a few dollarjs../'

Catholic lay leaders and clergy in Haiti's

Central Plateau are frustrated. In the isolated

village they call home, children are dying

and families are suffering for reasons they

do not understand— reasons that test their

spirit and their faith.

They recall one recent and painfiil

experience.

"I will never forget it. I was called to the

home of Madame Wilner, a woman who
lived in a rural area outside the village. She

was poor— very poor Living in a shack

with very little food and almost nothing for

her children.

"When I arrived, she came out to meet

me, frantic about her baby, Gason. 'I have

tried to help him... made a cure... he is

dying... help me,' she cried. I knew the

cure she had made for the baby was some

ineffective concoction of herbs that rural

people often try in their desperation. Such

things never work, but they are tried because

there is no other choice.

"I gasped when I stepped inside the

dreary shack and saw the baby. His body

was covered with some kind of terrible skin

infection. He was obviously suffering, and

his tiny body also showed the disturbing

signs of other trauma. I could clearly see his

rib bones heaving with labored breaths, and

his hair was orange from malnutrition.

Sobbing, his mother begged for my help.

'Anything... please... do anything,' she cried.

'I have nothing... no way to save him.'

"Because the local clinic had been closed

for lack of supplies, I knew that the baby's

only hope was a mission hospital nearly 3

hours away by car. I carefully lifted the baby

up, placed him into my automobile, and set

out for help.

"I drove as quickly as I could over the

rough dirt roads, but two hours into the trip,

my spirit dropped. Something was wrong. I

could see that Gason Wilner was slipping

away. Suddenly, his body began to convulse

— first slowly, then more violently. My eyes

welled up with tears, and I began to pray. As

if in merciful response, the baby's tormenting

convulsions stopped. I drove on, tears running

down my cheeks, as God gently took tiny

Gason away.

"I will never forget it. It is yet another

reason 1 beg on behalf of the poor For Gason

Wilner, and for the other children here who

die needlessly. Something must be done."

James Cavnar agrees, and his meetings

with clergy and lay leaders have already

produced progress. Through Cavijar's

organization. Cross International Catholic

Outreach, medical supplies will be obtained

for shipment to clinics that serve Haiti's

poor Cavnar is asking other American

Catholics to join him in this endeavor.

"Frankly, we need your help. We need the

help of American CathoUcs who want to

assist priests to be part of the solution. The

medicines that could have saved Gason

Wilner would have cost a few dollars. What

is a child's life worth— certainly a few

dollars!? We need to see that these people

are helped," Cavnar said. "The more people

who contribute, the more we can do."

And, Cavnar pointed out, every donation

contributed is important because it only

takes a few dollars worth of medicines to

save a life in many cases.

"On behalf of the priests, nuns and laypeople

who are trying to help the poor of Haiti, I

ask you to prayerfully consider making a

sacrificial contribution to this cause," Cavnar

said. "Your actions may save the life of a

child. Your gift may be the gift of life for a

little one like Gason."

Another child victim of Third World poverty.

This young girUsurvived. Others are less

fortunate. Even when children are given an

initial treatment, they rarely receivefollow-

up care. Many areforever marked with

terrible scars. Cross International Catholic

Outreach makes the needs ofchildren its

highest priority, and it has launched special

programs to supply aid. Read about it on the

ministry's web site:

www.crosscatholic. org.

Please, Help Now
Your help is needed for Cross International to bring

Christ's mercy to the poor of Haiti. Use the enclosed

postage-paid brochure to mail yoiir gift or send it to

Cross International Catholic Outreach, Dept. AC00416,

490. White Pond Drive, PO Box 63, Akron, OH 44309-

0063. God bless you.

Cross International president, James Cavnar, with a shipment offood destinedfor Haiti.



8 The Catholic News & Herald

FROM THE COVER
October 5, 2007

Our Lady of Mercy School

celebrates 50th anniversary

SCHOOL, from page 1

celebration including a Mass and a party.

Sisters of St. Joseph, who have served as

administrators and teachers for much of

the school's history, were recognized for

their dedicated service to the school.

During the party. Conventual
Franciscan Father William Robinson,

pastor ofOur Lady ofMercy Church, and

Sandra McMonagle, a former principal

who served for 13 years, reminisced

about the school's long history.

In February 1984, McMonagle was

hired as the first lay principal. Three

Sisters of St. Joseph continued to teach

in Our Lady ofMercy School, while two

others ministered in the field of religious

education and social services.

During the celebration. Sister of

St. Joseph Geri Rogers was especially

honored for her 25 years of service. Ten

members ofher first class at Our Lady of

Mercy School returned to surprise her.

Sister Rogers taught first grade

for nine years, followed by 11 years

teaching sixth grade. Following
four years as assistant principal, she

succeeded McMonagle as principal in

August 2007.

The 276-memeber student body
distinguishes itself by its dedication

to community outreach projects.

Among the projects, the younger
grades visit nursing homes at Christmas

and Valentine's Day; several grades

send care packages to soldiers

serving overseas.

"We are building leaders for the

future beyond the classroom by allowing

students to participate in outreach

programs," said Linda Buchmeier,

marketing chairperson for the school.

Each month of the school year

the students will collect items for

the' disadvantaged. In September,
the students collected nearly 200
suitcases, backpacks and duffle bags

to be donated to Forsyth County Child

Protective Services.

"When children have to be removed

firom their homes, they often have to

carry their belongings in a trash bag,"

Buchmeier said. "Now they will have

something of their own in which to carry

their personal belongings."

Throughout the year, they will

help stock the Catholic Social Services

food pantry, beginning in October. In

November, students will bring in coats,

gloves and mittens, hats, scarves and

boots for children who do not have

winter clothing. A toy drive is scheduled

for December.

In November 2002, the school

moved from its original location on

Banner Avenue to the former Bishop

McGuinness High School. The move
enabled the renovated school to offer a

preschool for four-year-olds, individual

classrooms for specialist teachers, a

large media center, and a separate gym
and cafeteria.

In the days ahead, the parish school

of Our Lady of Mercy hopes to carry

on the past tradition and develop an

even richer one. The school utilizes 60

laptop computers, which can be used

in the each classroom as additional

learning resources.

"We hope to continue to grow as a

faith community, increase enrollment

and keep up with the latest technology,"

Sister Rogers said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

Join Your Catholic Chaplain Fr. Mathew

Hawaii Cruise
15'Day Vacation Deyarts Ayril 12, 2008

Travel with other Roman Catholics including your YMT Chaplain Father Mathew Kappalumakl<el.

This will be Father Mathew's third trip as a YMT Chaplain. He is Associate Pastor at St. Mary's

Star of the Sea in Unionville, CT. You'll depart April 12, 2008, and visit the beautiful Hawaiian

Islands during their spectacular spring-time, with flowers all in bloom! This 15-day vacation

includes a 10-day cruise on NCL's Pride of Aloha with four hotel nights in Waikiki, with an

included Honolulu city tour. Aboard ship visit Kahului, Maui; Hilo, Hawaii; Nawiliwili, Kauai;

Lahaina, Maui; and Kona, Hawaii. Complete prices start from only $1598 (per person/double

occupancy) and includes a flower-lei, aloha greeting, ship transfers, the 10-day cruise, four nights

hotels, Honolulu city tour, and baggage handling. Add $900 for round trip airfare from Charlotte.

Mass will be celebrated once in Honolulu and some days on ship.

$100 deposits are now due. Family & friends welcome.

For information reservations, brochure and Fr. Mathew's letter call 7 days a week:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1 800-968-7626
North America's First Choice for travel since 1967!

Courtesy Photo

Teachers at Our Lady of Mercy School in Winston-Salem sing a song dedicated to Sister of St. Joseph

Geri Rogers, principal, during the school's 50th anniversary celebration Sept. 22,

"We hope to continue to grow as a faith community, increase

enrollment and keep up with the latest technology."

— Sister of St. Joseph Geri Rogers, principal

Spend springtime
in the Alps!

Discover spectacular

Switzerland, Austria and Bavaria
wiili the Diocese of (Charlotte and Pr. Mo West

April 30 May 9, 2008

Bringfamily and

friends to experience

the area 's breathtaking

scenery, the rich culture

of the old-world cities,

and the charm of the

Alpine villages and
their people!

Your 10-day, fully-escorted experience features daily excursions based

out of 2 centrally-located "hub cities" - Bern, Switzerland and Innsbruck,

Austria. That means less packing and more time to explore Lucerne,

Montreux, Interlaken, Gindelwald, Salzburg and Oberammergau as well!

Highlights of this itinerary include:
- GoldenPass Panoramic Train ride past wood chalets and magnificent views on the way
to Gstaad, world-famous Alpine resort

- sightseeing tour of Bern's historical Old Town, its famous sights of today, and the

medieval Chateau de Chillon on the shores of Lake Geneva

- a very special "Language Discovery Experience" enhances our interaction with locals

- a full tour of Lucerne as we explore the hidden treasures of its 800-year history,

including the famous rock-carved Lion Monument
- charming Interlaken and the Bernese Oberland area - plus a stop in the lakeside town
of Brienz to see its famous woodcarving

- a visit to Grindelwald, the charming Alpine village nestled at the base of the

magnificent Jungfrau, here rising to 13,600 feet!

- a guided tour of the Olympic city of Innsbruck, Austria, the "capital of the Tyrol"

- Salzburg enchants us with beautiful gardens (including Mirabell Gardens seen in the

"Sound of.Music"), the site of Mozart's birthplace, and numerous other higWights

- a photographic stop at Bavaria's most famous Neuschwanstein Castle on our way to

Oberammergau, home of the world-famous Passion Play

- plus leisure time to shop and explore these exciting sites on your own!

All-inclusive price: Only $2,699 from Charlotte INCLUDES airfare; all air

taxes/surcharges and fees; hotel transfers; most meeds; fulltime tour manager/ escort;

first class hotels; all guides and admission fees. Travel insurance is extra.

Space is very limited! A $250 deposit is due before November 30 so

CALL NOW for a brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese: (704) 370-3332
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Bishop Jugis dedicates new St. John

the Evangelist Church in Waynesville
CHURCH, from page 1

superintendents, cut the blue ribbon at

the entrance.

Father Lawrence LoMonaco, pastor,

unlocked the door and parishioners

streamed into the airy interior, singing.

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates"

(Psalm 24).

It was the latest milestone for the

oldest North Carolina Catholic parish

west ofAsheville.

From humble beginnings

Mass had been celebrated in homes

aid in the ballroom of the Gordon Hotel

since before 1900.

In 1925, Bishop William J. Hafey,

first bishop of the Diocese of Raleigh

'the Diocese of Charlotte was not created

jntil 1972) established the parish, which

It that time comprised the seven counties

jf the Smoky Mountain Vicariate.

Some 27 people attended the new
sarish's first Mass in May 1926, in a

srivate home that had been converted

nto a chapel and rectory. St. John the

Evangelist Church's pastors were circuit-

iding priests who visited the other

;ommunities in the seven counties.

In 1954, Glenmary priests

jegan working with the bishop to

;stablish parishes in towns throughout

hose counties.

Construction on Waynesville's first

5t. John the Evangelist Church, with

i 250-person seating capacity, began
nl941.

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Bishop Peter J. Jugis pours sacred chrism onto

Christopher Roux, bishop's priest secretary, watch

Church in Waynesville Sept. 30.

The original churchwas not handicap

accessible — worshipers had to climb

two sets of steps fi-om the sidewalk to

the church and descend outside steps

to reach the parish hall in the church

basement.

The new handicap-accessible church

seats299.

The old church will be used for

Haywood Catholic Youth activities,

Bemardi said.

Saturday - October 13th, 6:30 - 10:30 pm
Catholic Social Services presents its 25th Anniversary Dance

to benefit CSS in the Western Region

Featuring Sid the Surf
Silent Auction

THE HELLENIC CENTER
227 Cumberland Avenue, Asheville

$35 includes catered dinner

Cash bar (Must be 21 or older to attend)

Business casual attire

Tickets and Information: 828-255-0146

MamMajor

Sponsors

Preferred Properties of Asheville, Inc.

Preferred Storage - Climate Control

CSS

the altar as altar server Joey Pelletier and Father

during the dedication Mass of St. John the Evangelist

A placefor God

"Why is it that we spend so much
time and energy to build a beautiful

church and fill it with beautifiil images?"

Bishop Jugis asked in his homily. "Here

is the dwelling place of God."

He recalled that, "In the Old
Testament we can see how the Jewish

people meticulously prepared a place

for God. The Arc (of the Covenant) was
solemnly processed into the temple.

Nothing else could take place in the

temple except the worship of God."

"We have the real presence of God
in the holy Eucharist: the real presence

of Jesus Christ — his body, blood, soul

and divinity," the bishop said.

"In the place of honor in the middle

of the Temple is the real presence of

God," he said.

Bishop Jugis went throughout the

church, sprinkling the people and walls

with holy water, symbolically washing

the building and those within it.

Bernardi brought out a relic of

St. Alfonso de Orozco to be inlaid in the

altar. The bishop kissed the relic, then

placed it, along with information about

the saint, in an envelope and fastened

it to the underside of a tile inlaid in the

altar surface.

Bemardi cemented the tile in place,

thus completing the center of the altar.

St. Alfonso de Orozco (1500-

1591), an Augustinian priest and writer,

preached to people at all levels of

Spanish society.

According to information about him,

"For Alfonso, preaching was a necessity

inspired by the love ofJesus and done for

the love of Jesus."

Canonized in 2002, his relic was
chosen for the church when Augustinian

Father Dennis McGowan was St. John

the Evangelist Church's pastor.

"We'd been thinking about a new
church for 40 years, but Father Dennis

got it started," Bemardi said later.
*

Bishop Jugis mbbed sacred chrism

into the altar and four crosses on the

walls, asking God to make holy the

altar and the building— visible signs of

the mystery of Christ and his Catholic

Church. Adding to the fragrance of

the chrism oil, incense smoke rose

like prayer.

Father LoJVIonaco then lit candles

at the altar and around the church as

electric lights switched on, filling the

church interior with warm light.

Along with Father LoMonaco,
Father William Evans and Father James

Cahill, retired priests from the Smoky
Mountain Vicariate, concelebrated Mass
with Bishop Jugis.

The service concluded as the Blessed

Sacrament was placed in the tabemacle

for the first time. -»

Community effort

At the barbecue lunch after the

service, Bernardi lauded the many
volunteers of the 230-family parish who
helped make the new church a reality.

In addition to raising money to build

the structure, parishioners did most

of the interior finishing work after the

building's shell was completed.

"It was a great communitywide
project," Bemardi said.

"I've been here eight years, and I got

to know people I'd never known very

well. It was almost an old-fashioned bam
raising in a way," he said.

"I really just thank God for giving us

the grace, and the people get the credit,"

Father LoMonaco said. "They made
it happen."

One part of the worship space will

be a day chapel. Not yet completed are

the parish hall, a covered walkway and

a bell tower.

Although those projects remain,

"We do have the crown jewel," Father

LoMonaco said.
-

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

Attention: Homeowners.,.Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!.

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and value your sinie Most phjmfaing companies won't give you a real

appointment time and keep you waiting al! day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way ro get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®
'

(704) 535-4795 charlotte ' (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties

vvww.3wa>^{umbina.com Proud member of St. James Church
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

One of first Darfur monitors shares

experiences in book, documentary
BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Today, most
of the world knows of the horrors of

th^ Sudanese region of Darfur: the

slaughter of hundreds of thousands of

people; the seemingly indiscriminate

killing by the Janjaweed, militia groups

believed to have government backing;

the refugee crisis created by the murders;

the terrorizing of aid workers who have

gone to help.

But those horrors weren't always

known. Brian Steidle, a Catholic, was

one of the first to witness them for

himself At age 27, Steidle, a former U.S.

Marine captain, became a monitor with

the African Union in Darfur.

He was completely unprepared for

what he would see.

Now 30, Steidle has been crossing

the United States telling about the

situation in Darfiir. His experiences led

to the filming of a documentary, "The

Devil Came on Horseback."

Steidle and his sister, Gretchen,

also co-wrote a book, "The Devil Came
on Horseback: Bearing Witness to the

Genocide in Darfur."

Steidle, in an interview with Catholic

News Service, cited the reason why he

went to Darfiir in the first place.

"I was in the country already. I was

working near the mountains, for a private

contractor monitoring the North-South

cease-fire," he said.

There have been a series of cease-

fires in Sudan's long and bloody civil

war pitting the Muslim government

dominated by Northerners against the

largely Christian and animist populations

in the South.

"Before I went there, we didn't know
anything about that war," Steidle said.

"The press doesn't move around the

country. We didn't know what was going

on," he said. "Nobody knew. Nobody
had been there. Nobody reported. There

hadn't been any information."

The enormity of the carnage Steidle

witnessed in Darfur literally filled a

book. Still, he declined to single out just

one atrocity that exemplified what he

and many others — including the U.S.

Congress— consider genocide.

"There's not one thing I can pick

out. There's definitely not one thing,"

he said. "There's too many to mention.

It was every single day, different times

each day."

Estimates of the lives lost in Darfiir

have reached 400,000.

Steidle said he is grateful the United

Nations announced a peacekeeping

mission in Darfur, although "I think it's

been tremendously slow — too slow. I

wish it had been faster. It shouldn't have

taken millions ofpeople around the world

(to press for peacekeepers). It should have

taken governments to do what is right. I'm

glad there is now some push forward."

How to solve the crisis? Steidle has

some ideas.

"We need to continue pressure on the

U.N. to make sure the Security Council

resolution (authorizing peacekeepers)

is implemented. ... They've already

backtracked and delayed deployment

of the U.N. troops because they don't

have enough commitment," he said.

"They need the financial support and the

airplanes and the helicopters and it's up

to the Western powers to stand up and

give it to them."

"We need to have some serious

efforts on these peace talks next month
in Libya," he added.

Rebel groups and the government

of Sudan were scheduled to begin talks

Oct. 27.

"A no-fly zone should have been

implemented years ago," he said

There should be "legislation that

prohibits any individuals or corporations

from investing in companies or doing

business with corporations that do

business in Sudan — that's a blanket

thing for all around the world. Travel

ban restrictions on individuals around

the world. All of these things need to be

done," he said.

Steidle said the highest-ranking

U.S. official he has talked to about the

genocide is U.S. Secretary of State

Condoleezza Rice.

"There wasn't really too much there"

in that conversation, he said. "It was all

'we're doing what we can. Thank you for

what you've done.'"

"I'd like to see people take care of

one another regardless of race, religion,

ethnicity or anything," he said.

"I've read the Bible and I've read

the Quran; I've read the Torah. That's

what all religions teach. Buddhism and

Hindu(ism): Respect individuals of this

earth. That's the best lesson God and

Jesus ever taught us," said Steidle.

race
FUNERAL HOME &

CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

1401 Patto[i Ave. 72 Ixaig ShoaJs Road

Ash«villc, NC Anlen, NC.

(828) 252-3533 (82«) 587-3530

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors'

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries ori'tine at www.grocefuneralhome.com

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: OCT. 14, 2007

Oct. 14, Twenty-eighth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) 2 Kings 5:14-17

Psalm 98:1-4

2) 2 Timothy 2:8-13

3) Gospel: Luke 17:11-19

Gratitude to God
means giving

something back
BY JEAN DENTON

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Larry has been a theater teacher at

a public high school for more than 20

years. Although his entire life is intensely

infused with his Christian faith, he knows

he can't be proselytizing among students.

That's not his mode of operating

anyway. But he said, "I've never backed

down from saying to the young people,

'You need to know where your gift

comes from, and it's not from me.'"

When Larry was coming of age,

drifting in and out of college trying to

find himself, he foimd Jesus instead. It

happened during a Catholic retreat to

which he'd been invited by a friend.

The friend must have been astute

to recognize Larry's need for faith and

a seeming desire to be persuaded. Once

converted, "It changed my life," said

Larry. Totally.

"I instantly wanted to give something

back to God," he said.

Within two months he had forme

a theater company called The Agap
Players, and at age 21 he was leading th

troupe around his southern Califomi

community, bringing performances c

"Godspell" and the stories of Paul ("Th

Servant") and Peter ("The Witness") t

Catholic churches and smaller venues.

Larry hasn't looked back as his caret

has been alternately in youth ministr

and theater — and often a combinatio

of the two. Always, though, in his wor
with young people in the performance

and original plays he produces he share

the basic message of Christ.

His work has been unabashed!

"for God."

I've heard conversion stbrie

before. But the way Larry's conversio

immediately compelled him to live ever

aspect of his life for God was a notabl

radical response to the gift of faith.

In reading the Scriptures for thi

weekend, Larry's life-changing attitud

came back to me in the passage fror

Timothy: "If we have died with him, w
shall also live with him."

While the Gospel story about th

leper may suggest the message is aboi

thanksgiving, it was that reminde

in Timothy that points us back to

conversion message in the Old Testamw

story of Naaman who was drawn indee

by gratitude to change his life to liv

entirely for God.

J

Questions:
'

When have you felt such gratitude t

God that you desired to "give somethin

back"? How can you translate that desir

into a lasting response?

^ WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCT 7-1

3

Sunday (Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time), Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4, 2 Timothy 1:6-

8, 13-14, Luke 17:5-10; Monday, Jonah 1:1-2:2, 11, Jonah 2:3-5, 8, Luke 10:25-37; Tuesday

(St. Denis and Companions, St. John Leonardi), Jonah 3:1-10, Luke 10:38-42; Wednesday,

Jonah 4:1-11, Luke 11:1-4; Thursday, Malachi 3:13-20, Luke 11:5-13; Friday, Joel 1:13-15;

2:1-2, Luke 11:15-26; Saturday, Joel 4:12-21, Luke 11:27-28.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCT 14-20 t

Sunday (Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time), 2 Kings 5:14-17, 2 Timothy 2:8-13, Luke^*

17:11-19; Monday (St. Teresa of Avila), Romans 1:1-7, Luke 11:29-32; Tuesday (St. Hedwig,

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque), Romans 1:16-25, Luke 11:37-41; Wednesday (St. Ignatius o^

Antioch), Romans 2:1-11, Luke 11:4246; Thursday (St. Luke), 2 Timothy 4:10-17, Luke 10:1-

9; Friday (St. John de Brebeuf, St. Isaac Jogues and Companions), Romans 4:1-8, Luke

12:1-7; Saturday (St. Paul of the Cross), Romans 4:13, 16-18, Luke 12:8-12.

I

Ratima and Spain PUgrimage •I

ft. PIcitrick Winslow (pastor, St John the Baptist Church) and

Fir. Timothy Reid (parochial vicar, St. Matthew Church)

cordially uivite you tojoin them on an 11-day spiritual

pilgrimage to Fiiitima and Spain Nay 7-17, 2007.

Tour highlights Include Fatima, the famous medieval

pilgrimage city of Santiago de Compostela, AvIla & Segovia (the homes

of St.Teresa and St. John of the Cross),Toledo and Madrid. Price from

Charlotte: $2689 ($2589 before January 27, 2007).

fox more infoimation contact Pentecost Iburs at 1-800-713-9800.
|

(This is a privately-sponsored trip, not affiliated with the Diocese of Charlotte.)

Set
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Come and be filled!

FIRE IN THE MOUNTAINS 2DD7
Annual retreat with presenters

Dr. MarceUino D'Ambrosio (English) and
Sr. Dominga Zapata (Spanish) and opening
remarks by Very Rev. Mauricio W. West,

Diocesan Vicar General and Chancellor

Living Faith: The Great Adventure

Vivienda la Fe: La Gran Aventura
Saturday, November 3

8 am - 3:30 pm
NOTE: NEW^ location:

Tuscola High School, Clyde, NC
Fire in the Mountains is a gathering of God's people committed to the

rediscovery and exploration of their Judeo-Christian tradition. This annual

retreat in the western North Carolina mountains seeks to connect its people

to each other and to God through faith-sharing focused on issues critical to

our immediate community and the modern world. A collaborative project of

the people of the Asheville and Smoky Mountain Vicariates, this faith-filled

day is sponsored by the Office of Faith Formation of the Diocese of

Charlotte.

PRESENTATIONS: .

From Belief to Living Faith -- "Over 90% of Americans 'believe in God.'

That's to say, they believe that God exists. But belief in the existence of

God is very different from the 'saving faith' spoken of in the Bible."

Dr. D'Ambrosio

Moral Choices and the Great Adventure - "Many think that God's

commands are arbitrary rules and regulations that restrict our freedom.

Some never move beyond this vision of the moral life. But there comes a

time when God invites each one of us to see moral choices differently, as

guideposts given by a loving father to guide us into his path, a more glorious

journey than we ever could have imagined." Dr. D'Ambrosio

Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D.

Dr. D'Ambrosio has a Ph.D. in Historical Theology from the

Catholic University of America and his teaching has covered a

broad range of subjects. He brings a practical, down-to-earth

perspective that makes his words easy to understand and to

put into practice. He often appears on EWTN and is regularty

heard on the radio show "Catholic Answers Live."

Sr. Dominga Zapata

Sr Zapata is a native of Puerto Rico and a member of the

Society of Helpers. She completed her master's degree at

Mundelein College in Chicago and did further studies at St. Mary

of the Lake Seminary D. Min. program as well as pastoral theol-

ogy studies at the University of Salamanca, Spain. She has

worked in numerous capacities over the last 35 years with

various Hispanic and Native American organizations in the

Chicago Archdiocese and elsewhere, and has been published in

several books, magazines and newspapers.

Register early and save $5!
Early registration deadline: October 27

$20 per person, including lunch and refreshments
(after October 27, the fee is $25)

Scholarships available on needs basis for individuals

or groups attending for the first time.

Sacrament of Reconciliation offered at lunchtime.

For information about registration or lodging:

Mary Ann Wharton at (828)667-4-227 or

maryannwharton@charter.net
Check out our Web site: www.fireitm.org

Come for the day and enjoy the beauty of the
mountains while growing in your faith!

Motivations behind The Price of Sugar'

Filmmakerfoundpriest 'extraordinary

charismatic andprincipled'

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Filmmaker Bill

Haney, who made the new documentary

"The Price of Sugar," said one reason he

decided to make a movie on the plight of

Haitian sugar-cane cutters in the Dominican

Republic was Father Christopher Hartley,

the British-bom priest who worked for

several years with the Haitians and appears

throughout the film.

"I found Father Christopher an

extraordinarily charismatic andprincipled

man," Haney said.

Although "educated in the spirit_of

retlection and contemplation," he added,

"he was a bold leader taking real-life

risks on behalf of the principles that he

committed his life to."

Another reason was "the kind of

startling and stark and almost painful

dichotomy between the lifestyle that the

resort-dwellers were enjoying along the

(Dominican) coast and the deeply, deeply

troubling conditions that the sugar-cane

workers were enduring just a few miles

away," said Haney, a Catholic.

A third reason for the film comes from

Haney's education at Portsmouth Abbey in

Portsmouth, R.I., a Benedictine-run school

he attended from eighth through 12th

grades while his father was teaching there.

"The stories in the media about

DON'T MISS This SHOW!

HURRY! Limited Engagement!
Oftty 12 Performances!

**VPROAHWVS

OaOBER16 -28 * BOOTH PLAYHOUSE

704.372.1000 • BlumenthalCenter.org

Group Sales: 704.379.1380 ^
Off-Broadvwy

CNS PHOTO 8r Uncommon

An armed man guards the fields while cutters

gather the sugar cane in a scene from the

documentary "The Price of- Sugar."

priests in the last 10 years in the Boston

area where I'm from have not been

particularly heartening. When I was
a boy, most of the adults I knew were

priests, because my father taught at a

boarding school," he said.

"I had a warm and positive feeling

about that experience. So the story — a

warm and compelling story — about a

priest who is doing his ministry in such

a self-sacrificing way, was compelling $o

me," he added.

Haney said he made 1 4 visits to sugar-

cane country in the Dominican Republic,

east of Santo Domingo, the capital. He
said he had to be mindfiil ofthe possibility

of violence during his trips.

"You're holding a camera and you're

a Caucasian from North America. And
you're in a sugar-cane field and you're

surrounded by guys on horses with

weapons. (Verbal) abuse was pretty

common," Haney said. "The notion that

something would get out of hand was

always on our minds."

"The Price of Sugar" details how
Haitians are lured from their incredibly

poor country to work in the sugar-cane

fields— but not before they are stripped

of their passports and identity cards by

the sugar growers' recruiters once they

have crossed the Haiti-Dominican border

on the island of Hispaniola.

Actor Paul Newman narrates

the documentary. It could be his last

presence in a film. The 82-year-old

actor announced earlier this year he was

retiring from acting.

Although Newman's voice-over is

gravelly, "it fits our story," Haney said.

"It's a bit of the voice of God. He's got a

bit of Methuselah in his voice."

"The Price of Sugar" is "both the

inspiring story of an individual and the

history of a mass movement," said a

review by John Mulderig, a staff critic

in the U.S. bishops' Office for Film &
Broadcasting.

"This is a tale of exploitation. But

it is also, fundamentally, a celebration

of the good that can spring from one

'

individual's deep religious commitment

and from well-organized, nonviolent

methods of mass resistance," he said.

The film received a classification

of A-II — adults and adolescents — for

graphic depictions of disease and brief

nudity among bathing children.
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RESPECT LIFE
October 5, 20C

"

RESPECT LIFE MONTH

'Witness to the truth' about dignity

of human life, cardinal urges
WASHINGTON (CNS)— Cardinal

Justin Kigali of Philadelphia, chairman

of the U.S. bishops' Committee on Pro-

Life Activities, called on Catholics and

"all people of good will to witness to the

truth about the incomparable dignity and

right to life of every human being."

In a Sept. 25 statement for Respect

Life Sunday, to be celebrated in Catholic

pj^lshes in the United States Oct. 7 this

year, the cardinal noted widespread

confusion on life issues, including

embryonic stem-cell research, partial-

birth abortion and euthanasia.

The right to life is more than a

religious concern, he said.

Quoting from the preamble to the

1989 U.N. Convention on the Rights

of the Child, he said the "recognition

of the inherent dignity and of the equal

and inalienable rights of all members of

the human family is the foundation of

freedom, justice and peace in the world."

In 1972 the U.S. bishops launched

the Respect Life program and designated

the first Sunday in October as Respect

Life Sunday.

To mark the day and to kick off

Respect Life Month, himdreds ofCatholic

cl;ajrches around the country participate

in Life Chains.

In the Diocese of Charlotte,

parishioners will be standing along

property lines of their respective

churches, on city sidewalks and with other

church groups in their towns, holding

pro-life placards.

Pro-life individuals are welcome to

participate in any of the gatherings.

Material published by the U.S.

bishops' Secretariat for Pro-Life

Activities for the 2007-08 Respect Life

program uses the phrase "The Infant in

My Womb Leaped for Joy" as its theme.

Taken from the first chapter of

the Gospel of Luke, the words refer

to the pregnancies of Mary and her

elderly cousin, Elizabeth— both "cause

for rejoicing" despite their unusual

circumstances, said a brochure published

asjjart of the Respect Life package.

"The Old and New Testaments

are filled with such passages extolling

children as gift and blessing," the

brochure says. "It is disheartening,

therefore, to see how far our culture has

diverged from this view."

"There was no confusion as to

Classifieds

FOR SALE

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY: North Carolina

mountains. Successful, ongoing land development

company. Includes developer's home on 400+
acres. Permitted and approved erosion control

plan for entire parcel in place. $4.2 mil. E-mail

mountainlandforsale@yahoo.com.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

People hold pro-life placards outside of St. Ann

Church in Charlotte as part of a parish Life Chain

Oct. 1,2006.

what and who were nestled under their

mothers' hearts," Cardinal Rigali said

about Mary and Elizabeth.

"Yet 2,000 years later, many well-

educated people do not know— or claim

they do not know — the truth about

human life before birth," he said in

his statement.

LIFE CHAINS
For a list of Life Chains in the

Diocese of Charlotte, go online to

www.charlottediocese.org.

C
c
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinajFuneral.com

Steven Kuzjma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

FOR RENT

CONDO: OCEANFRONT on Pleasure Island. 2

BD/2 BA. Minutes from Wilmington, dreat off-

season rates: by the -day, week or month. Consider

a long weekend — close by getaway. Good
swimming until October. Call 703-450-8480 or

write wfkelle@aol.com for availability.

Classified ads bring results! Over 140,000 readers! Over 52,000 homes!
Rates: $.80/word per issue ($16 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

ATTENTION READERS!

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?
Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people who
are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us.

Contact Staff Writer Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

)l

Restoration House
704-291-7945

"Come all who are weary and carry heavy burdens,

and I willgiveyou rest. " Matthew 11:28

Restoration House is a place for people to reflect, relax, and find

peace in the scenic North Carolina mountains. It is a log cabin

with beautiful views loated off 140 near Marion, NC— 90 minutes from Charlotte and 40 minutes east of Asheviile. It is far

from cell phones, email, and the hurried pace of daily living — perfea for restoring the mind, body and spirit. Restoration

House is ideal for rental to small groups (small faith groups, women's groups, music groups, etc.) at $160 for an entire groiip per

night. It is also available for rental to individuals and couples. Create your own get-a-away...or attend one of our planned

retreats hsted below.

Upcoming Facilitated Catholic Retreats for Adults:

October 12-14 Women/Men: "Growing Closer to God in the Midst of Personal Trials" with a

video, inspirational speaker, and a Bible study on job.— $ 1 50

October 26-28 Women/Men: "Wisdom for Living" shares valuable insights dirough Bible studies

on proverbs and parables,— $150

November 9-11 Couples or a Spouse Alone: "Finding Christ in Your Marriage' uses a Bible study

to look at what the Scriptures say about marriage.— $150 or $225 couple

December 7-9 Women: "Experiencing a Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas" includes both

refleaive and festive aaivities— a great seasonal celebration.— $150

Rate includes 2 nights of lodging, a facilitated program by Tom and/or Amy Barsanti,

(members of St. Luke Church, Mint Hill), workshop materials, and meals. Retreats begin

Friday evening and end mid-day Sunday. Call Tom for more details: 704-291-7945.

lea!

Ilethi

'i ri5t

6th Annual

Vineyard of Hope

Wines Around The World
Bring your friends and make a contribution to

assist our neighbors in need.

Friday, October 26-7 p.m.
Charlotte Hilton Center City

All proceeds benefit

Catholic Social Services

The evening includes: Wine Tasting, Heavy hors d'oeuvres

Live entertainmentfrom 'Common Ground, ' afabulousjazz band,

and a silent auction of choice wines.

Special Guest Speaker

Dr. William K. Thierfelder
President of Belmont Abbey College

Individual tickets are $50

Be a Hope Host and
reserve a table of 8for $350

Sponsorships Available

Call 704-370-3232 or

visit www.cssnc.org

is

CSS
Cathdic Sodal Services

Diocese of Chariotte
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Smart shoppers

Courtesy Photo

imberly Van Scoy, a reporter with WXII television news, interviews Christian Gruebel and Annie Hanson,

lird-graders at St. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem at a Lowes Foods supermarket Sept. 27. The

lird-grade class and their teacher, Maureen Patti, took part in the store's free educational program.

Be a Smart Shopper," which teaches healthy eating and lifestyle habits.

he third-graders sampled different types of foods, including vegetables. Both Christian and Annie told

an Scoy that they enjoyed red cabbage.

Picture perfect

Courtesy Photo

\rt teacher Sara Romanik is pictured Sept. 27' with the winners of the first photography contest held at

t. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem. Teachers judged the entries, taken over the summer break,

ind chose first- and second-place winners from three categories: kindergarten through second-grade,

bird- through fifth-grades and sixth- through eighth-grades.

'ictured are: second-grader Kathryn Anderson, first place for K-2;' second-grader Molly Isaac, second place

or K-2; fifth-grader Ryan Anderson, second place for 3-5; fifth-grader Will Bruns, first place for 3-5; eighth-

jrader Daniela DeCristo, second place for 5-8; eighth-grader Caitlin Ferguson, first place for 6-8.

FOeN" MI]
ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC S

Satur<lay, OctoLer 13

9 am — 2 pm

CHOOL

RIDES GAMES $1,000 RAFFLE
AUCTION ROAD RACE BINGO FOOD

www.SMSGastonia.com
Located off Hwy 321 in Historic Gastonia

BMHS seniors commended in

National Merit Scholarship program
KERNERSVILLE — Sean O'Shea

and George Englebretson, seniors at

Bishop McGuinness High School in

Kemersville, were named as Commended
Students in the 2008 National Merit

Scholarship Program.

Principal George Repass made the

announcement in a press release Sept. 27.

Theprogram,anacademiccompetition

for recognition and scholarships,

is conducted by the National Merit

Scholarship Corporation, a nonprofit

corporation established in 1955.

High school students enter the

program by taking the Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying

Test, which serves as an initial screening

ofapproximately 1 .4 million entrants each

year, and by meeting published program

entry/participation requirements.

O'Shea and Englebretson are among
34,000 of the 50,000 high scorers on the

qualifying test who will receive Letters

of Commendation for their exceptional

academic promise.

Although Commended Students do

not continue in the 2008 competition for

National Merit Scholarship awards, some
of them become candidates for special

scholarships sponsored by corporations

and businesses.

"The young people named
Commended Students in the 2008
National Merit Scholarship Program
are distinguished by their strong

academic performance in their rigorous

competition," said a press release issued

by the National Merit Scholarship

Corporation.

"Our nation's pursuit of educational

excellence can be furthered by publicly

honoring these outstanding students

and by acknowledging the important

role schools play in fostering their

development," said the statement.

"We hope that this recognition

will contribute to their educational

opportunities and encourage all students

to strive to realize their potential,"

it said.

Soaring Students

Courtesy Photo

Eighth-graders from St. Pius X School in Greensboro are pictured at the Betsy-Jeff

Penn 4-H Education Center in Reidsville Sept. 10, where they participated in the

"Soaring Thru Spaces " program.

The program utilizes group initiatives, teambuilding challenges — including high-

and low-rope courses — andfocused discussions to develop life skills and character _

Working in small teams, the 43 eighth-graders shared ideas, made decisions and

createdplans ofaction to accomplish goals.

Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

Living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals widi NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ><^BBCH5WOOD
4ft frt'ing Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorLivirig.com
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints 'UR4GVN'

A vanity plate made me see the bigger picture

Valuable hurricane

relief lessons learned
Tips for successfully helping those in a disaster

' Our parish is malcing it sixth mission

trip to the Mississippi Gulf coast since

Hurricane Katrina. Here are a few of the

lessons learned over the last two years.

First, capitalize on the moment.

When Hurricane Katrina hit it

was all over the news. It was on
everybody's mind.

The Sunday afterward, we did not take

up our regular parish collection. Instead,

we took up a collection only for hurricane

relief Making a sacrifice said these people

have needs greater than our own.

We got more than $20,000 that day

alone. Over the next year we would
collect another $85,000.

Second, make a contact on the

ground in the area of need.

Right after Hurricane Katrina hit I

heard a priest, Josephite Father Richard

Wagner, on National Public Radio. I

called him up and asked what we could

do. It was the beginning of a great

relationship. He directed us to where help

was really needed.

Third, do what the local people say is

needed, not what you think is needed.

Father Wagner told us about the

need for gift cards so families could buy

necessities. We bought thousands of

dollars ofthem and sent them to pastors in

the hurricane-affected areas.

Fourth, establish a long-term personal

relationship and tell people you are with

them for the long haul. This is the most

important lesson learned.

Father Wagner put us in touch

with 86-year-old Josephite Father Bart

Endslow at Our Mother of Mercy
Church in Pass Christian, Miss. It was

a perfect fit; his parish's need matched

our capabilities.

Their rectory had floated away in the

storm surge. The church and school were

ruined. But they were still there.

Over the past two years we have

built not just buildings but a relationship.

We have come to know the parishioners

in Mississippi as our friends. They are

part of our extended family. It is like

being home.

Sending aid to them is not like writing

a check to some relief organization; it is

like helping your own family.

Fifth, get people who know what

they are doing and send them down in

advance to scope out the work.

Before we sent any volunteer team t

to the Gulf Coast, four of us made an

advance trip — a home builder, an

electrician, the manager of our buildings

and grounds, and I made the journey.

We decided we could put a roof on

the school building. We figured out the

costs, the tools and the time. A month
later we were back with the people, tools

and supplies needed. It was a success.

All the subsequent volunteer trips

Parish

Diary

FATHER PETER
DALY
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used similar advance planning. When
we needed windows we sent down
our project manager and a window
manufacturer.

It is worth a few hundred dollars in

airfare to save a disastrous experience for

the volunteers on an unplanned trip.

Seventh, keep the parish fully

informed.

We make periodic reports to our

parish on our progress. We honor the

volunteers that go to Mississippi. We
bring back photos and display them in

church and on our Web site.

So when we ask for more money,

people give it willingly.

Finally, make it a spiritual

relationship.

That is the difference between us

and FEMA. Every Sunday we pray for

our sister parish in Mississippi. We call

them on the phone. We invite them to our

parish events.

That is what it means to be a

communion of saints.

Our parish experience in disaster

relief has been a real blessing.

You wouldn't expect grace or

theological insight or a moment of

inspiration to come to you via the vanity

license plate on the car in firont of you.

But maybe a generous God, and

one with a sense of hxmior, knows that

sometimes a busy mom needs any
opportunity she can get for inspiration.

And wasn't it St. Ignatius of Loyola who
said we should find God in all things?

It was an icy day outside our Catholic

elementary school. Just moments before

I arrived to pick up my two children, the

school prankster was heard to remark to

a fiiend, "See those sixth-graders over

there? I'm going to slide into them and see

how many oftherh I can knock down."

As luck would have it, one of

those sixth-graders was my son and the

unexpected impact of the collision sent

him to the pavement where he bumped
his teeth and loosened his braces.

As Mike and his sister climbed

into the car, he presented his mouth for

inspection.

"Great. This is just what I need

today," I thought.

Our orthodontist works on the other

side oftown.

Pushing aside thoughts of "What's

for dinner?" and the 20 other things I

had on my agenda for the rest of the day,

I headed to the orthodontist with the two
children in tow, hearing the gory details

of the sliding incident.

My anger and fixistration built. What
a pointless, careless thing to do on the

part of the offender.

And was there damage to the teeth?

The teeth I was already paying several

thousand dollars to straighten?

When we finally reached the

orthodontist's office, Mike disappeared

into the examination room, and I flipped

through a dog-eared magazine I could

muster absolutely no interest in.

The good news: The braces could be

tightened; the teeth had not been hurt.

We all headed to the car, the darkness

For the

Journey

5
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of evening already gathering around us, g
and headed back out into the clogge<,

uii

streets full ofpeople hurrying home firon

work. My relief that the teeth were OMi
soon gave way to frustration that nigh|

fj

was coming, that the whole evening wa;

in disarray, that dinner would be late.
,

I felt my stomach tighten; my bod^j

became that little knot oftenseness that i;,

the opposite of everything I try to be

Then on the street ahead, I saw th<

license plate: UR4GVN, it announce^

to me just as clearly as if the Archange,

Michael had climbed into the fi-ont sea

of the car and delivered the message,

personally.

Suddenly, I had to wipe away thi

tears that clouded my eyes. A feeling o,
jj^g

release went through my whole body.
| ^^

was forgiven?

I could forgive the boy who slid oi,

the ice.

But could I forgive myself for m;|
j

impatience and anger? For not being thij

efficient homemaker with diimer planno

out ahead of time? For putting too man;Jr:

things on my "to do" list and then goin]

nuts when it deteriorated into a "didn'

do" list?

But I was forgiven.

Who, I wondered, pays to put

message like that on their vanity plates?

Someone who has no idea he made
frazzled mom cry on the way home Iron

the orthodontist.

CIM

'1
iidi

Making church inspiring
When you enter church, are you

gripped with a sense of reverential awe?
Does stillness and order speak ofbeing in

God's presence?

Or do you get the impression of a

social gathering of friends? When you

enter are people scurrying around the altar,

lectors looking over texts, choirs practicing

and ushers and parishioners conversing?

Several years ago, a classmate and

I visited a newly constructed church. As
we entered, a woman was standing at the

lectern hollering instructions to young

people about an upcoming social event.

My classmate remarked, "The
lectern should be kept sacred for the

word of God. It's not a public podium!"

At first I thought this conservative.

I have experienced churches being used

for social gatherings. In many poor

parishes, they don't have any other

facility to use.

With the recent concern of Pope
Benedict XVI about the surge in

secularism and loss of sacredness, I've

had a change of mind. I now wonder

whether bur churches are unconsciously

contributing to this.

To be secular is to be primarily

concerned with the here and now.

Sacred traditions are of no value, nor is

meditating the transcendent.

Not only is our society more secular;

it is more pwofane. The word "profane"

means to be "outside the temple."

How to get more of our society into

the temple and its divine mysteries is a

big challenge. This is especially true of

attracting our youth who are brought up

in overstimulated environments.

What is there to attract them to our

churches? Do we compete with their

music with upbeat songs? Do we provide

a more inviting social atmosphere for

them? Do we focus on contemporary

homilies that aim at their world? Or are on

the wrong track in this thinking? Instead

of increasing stimulation in our churches.

The Human

Side

FATHER EUGENE
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make them quiet, awesome temples.

What would happen if more peoplij

entered a church in which no one wa
on the altar, at the lectern, practicinj

music or conversing within its walls,

church whose entrance promoted sileno

not in a disciplinary way but as a way o

encouraging people to focus their power|jj|

of concentration on entering into it

divine mysteries?

Franklin D. Roosevelt once said

"Concentration is the secret of ou

strength." Churchgoers should leav

church strengthened. What better way t

achieve this than creating an awesomj

stillness that says, God is here?

St til
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Bring on the

'individuarians'
kw word classifies someone intent on

Improving common good
There is no room for individualism

n Catholic social teaching, I remarked

ecently to a Jewish friend. She thought

here should be and wondered why I

hought differently.

I explained that any "ism" throws a

loim into italics, so to speak, or gives it

I bold-face emphasis that almost always

esults in an imbalance. Racism, sexism,

naterialism are just three examples I

)fifered to make that point.

I indicated that the word I've come
ip with to describe an individual who
s unique, autonomous and socially

esponsible is "individuarian."

The word is not in the dictionary, I

icknowledged, but it is one that is useful

o describe persons who are neither

ugged individualists nor ideological

ommunists, even though they are

^:trong-minded individuals.

A good description of the wrong
and of individualist is offered by Mary
"Douglas and Steven Ney in "Missing

ersons":

"Individualists, as the name implies,

•"(ire not trying to create a community but

ather aiming to free themselves from
"I he fetters of social restriction. They
''" hrive in loose organizational structures.

around which they can move freely

without long-term commitment, able to

negotiate their own dealings with other

individuals.

"Well-being for them means the

freedom to pursue self-interested ends. It

is the well-being of the narrowly defined

ego, the ideal of negative freedom from

interference."

We certainly don't need more of

that in contemporary society. We need

persons with higher ideals, larger hearts

and wider horizons.

In searching for a label for this kind of

person, I recalled that "communitarian"

came into currency some years ago to

describe a community-minded, socially

responsible, environmentally sensitive,

resourceful and self-starting citizen.

Might not "individuarian" be a good

label now for the innovators and enablers

we need to offset the commimity-eroding

effects of individualism in daily life?

Individuarians are needed now if

America is to find a balanced future free

of individualistic excesses.

The meaning of individualism,

David Riesman wrote decades ago,

depends on the historical setting.

In America at mid-20th century.

Looking

Around

JESUIT FATHER
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he saw newer varieties of what he

labeled "groupism" becoming
"increasingly menacing," while there

was a corresponding rise in a character

orientation he called "inner-direction"

that was guided by values and ideals that

made the principled persons who held

them "appear to be more individualistic

than they actually were."

The "appear to be" qualifier is

important.

I use "individuarian" to describe a

good form of individualism. It is needed

now, I think, to protect the common good

from the extremes of self-centeredness

on the right and mindless groupism on

the left.

It serves to classify the strong

individual who is intent on contributing

to a stronger and measurably more just

society by protecting and advancing

the common good. Although respectful

of competition and fully capable

of confrontation, the individuarian

prefers cooperation as an instrument

of change on the way to community
improvement.

We need more individuarians at all

levels of society if society itself is going

to survive.

lettinggoasyour

children grow up
SAaturity is needed for both kidsy parents

Your

Family

It should get easier, shouldn't it,

etting our children move on to the next

•tep— the next stage— in their lives?

But it never does, does it? Dropping
he little one at day care for the first

ime. Walking out of the kindergarten

;lassroom. Seeing a child enter middle

chool, high school, college.

Standing by as they enter the job

arket or the military. An overseas

leployment. A move to another part of

he country or the world.

It isn't that you don't want that child

?li o grow in wisdom and age and grace. It's

ajust that ...

Just that what?

Sometimes we're so busy parenting,

nc^ve fail to notice that our child is

;hanging; is, in so many ways, becoming
Jli different person. Day to day, we aren't

t»s likely to see it. It's at those dramatic

noments, those milestones, that the
(i ransformation is startling.

It suddenly becomes clear we no
avi onger have a preschooler.

Yes, those early years had their

^^hallenges and, yes, we looked forward

q that little one heading off to school for

a half day— then a full day !
— but when

that first school year actually begins

— it's then we realize the preschooler

is gone.

And we loved that preschooler.

Just as we loved that infant. Then
that toddler.

Just as, a few years down the road,

we'll love that middle-schooler. That

high-schooler. That college student. That

young adult. (And, as some older seniors

will tell you, eventually that middle-ager

who has become eligible for AARP,
senior discounts and social security.

Don't say you weren't warned!)

Loving and letting go is at the heart

ofparenting. We love who they were. We
love who they are. We love who they will

be. We treasure all three.

A friend of ours who is a parish

director of religious education says one

of her favorite stories in the Gospels

is Mary and Joseph losing Jesus after

a visit to Jerusalem. After three days

(three days!), they find him in the Temple

(Lk 2:41-52).

Mom: "Son, why have you done

this to us? Your father and I have been

BILL AND
MONICA
DODDS

CNS COLUMNISTS

looking for you with great anxiety."

Child: "Why were you looking for

me? Did you not know that I must be in

my Father's house?"

"There you have proof," our fiiend

maintains, "even in the very best of

families, things get mixed up. And
messed up. If it happens in the Holy
Family, you can be sure it's going to

happen in yours."

Sometimes it's our children who
remind us they're growing up. They
really are old enough to do this or that.

But other times, it's a mom or dad who
has to point out to that child — or teen

— that he or she isn't quite that old yet.

The opposite can happen, too. A
parent may need to do a little prodding

to get a son or daughter to take the

next step. That could be one very loose

interpretation of the story ofthe wedding

feast at Cana (Jn 2:1-12).

The sandal was on the other foot

there! It was Mary who nudged Jesus to

perform his first public miracle.

Pope says Jesus'

promise to remain

with believers gives

them strength

POPE
BENEDICT XVI

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The fact

that Christ is both human and divine,

that he existed from all eternity and has

promised to stay with believers until the

end of time, gives Christians the strength

they need to live meaningful and upright

lives. Pope Benedict XVI said.

"This is important: The eternal God
was bom of a woman and. remains with

us each day. Trusting in this, we live. And
trusting in this, we find the pathway for our

lives," the pope said Oct. 3 at his weekly

general audience in St. Peter's Square.

The pope had returned to the Vatican

from his summer villa at Castel Gandolfo

where he had been since late July.

The pope discussed the teaching erf

St. Cyril ofAlexandria, the fourth-century

bishop and doctor of the church known
especially for his defense of the teaching

that Jesus Christ was both human and

divine, one person with two natures.

The pope described as "significant".

St. Cyril's insistence on "the clarity ofthe

doctrine of our faith."

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict s remarks in English.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The subject oftoday's catechesis is St.

Cyril ofAlexandria, known as the "pillar of

faith" and the "seal of all the Fathers."

He was bom somewhere between

370 and 380, and at a young age became

bishop ofAlexandria.

Cyril was a zealous defender of

the faith. He took care to ensure that

his theology was firmly situated within

the tradition of the church by referring

to preceding ecclesiastical authorities,^

especially Athanasius.

Through a series of letters countering

the position of Nestorius, the bishop

of Constantinople, Cyril made a very

significant contribution to Christology,

defending the divinity and humanity of

Christ united in the one Lord, Christ anS

Son. He was also of utmost influence*

at the Council of Ephesus, supporting

the recognition of the Virgin Mary as

the "Mother of God." This led to the

deposition of Nestorius as bishop of

Constantinople.

St. Cyril, a prolific writer whose

works were read throughout the church,

was declared a doctor of the church by

Pope Leo XIII in 1882.

May our remembrance of this

outstanding figure in the history of

Christianity remind us that the centre

of our faith is the encoimter with Jesus

Christ, who gives each one of us a new
horizon and a decisive direction.
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IN THE NEWS

Heavenly bodies
Vatican pulls top astronomers into its orbit

for galaxy conference

BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME — The Vatican Observatory

called together some of the world's top

astronomers for a major conference

on the creation and evolution of disk

galaxies in an effort to better understand

tfie nature of the universe.

More than 200 men and women
from 26 countries attended the Oct. 1-5

^^conference in Rome to share some of

the discoveries since the Vatican's last

galaxy conference in 2000.

The observatory director, Argentine

Jesuit Father Jose Funes, said they were

able to attract top scientists and scholars

for the meeting because "the Vatican

Observatory is a prestigious institute,

and the Holy See is well recognized in

this field of astronomy."

Hosting the meeting in the heart

of Rome also made it "particularly

appealing to people," he told reporters

Oct. 3.

So much is to be discovered about

howplanets, stars andgalaxies are formed,

he said. Scientists hope getting a clearer

picture ofhow nearby galaxies developed

will help unlock secrets about the nature

ofmore distant galaxies, he said.

Father Funes, an astronomer who
specializes in galaxies, said participants

were investigating one type of galaxy,

the disk galaxy, which, because of its

flat circle of stars rotating around a

nucleus or central bulge, looks like "a

fried egg."

Because of the development of

bigger and more powerful telescopes,

many discoveries are being made, he

said. For example, galaxies are spread

out even farther than scientists once

thought, he said.

Father Funes said new findings on

how galaxies are growing also were

being unveiled at the gathering.

Mary Putman, a professor of

astronomy at the University of Michigan

in Ann Arbor, said smaller, dwarf

r winter cruise to the s

The Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to leave w^inter behind and explore the

SOUTHERN enRIBBEAN
and the PANaMA eANAL

January 31 - Pebruary \l 200^
Join Pr. Mo Wes! and cruise ffom Pt. Lauderdale, Plorida

aboard Holland Americas luxury ship ms Yolendam

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach

hammock, learn about Bahamian culture

* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a

submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy
beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jungle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native

markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!

Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES airfare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ ship transfers, taxes, porterage and
all port charges! Optional: Arrange your own travel to Florida and save!

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332

The Whirlpool galaxy and the Companion galaxy are seen in this image taken by the Hubble Spaa

Telescope.Jhe Vatican Observatory held an international conference Oct. 1 -5 in Rome on the formatior

and evolution of disk galaxies.

galaxies are being lured toward a larger

galaxy, which then "gobbles up" the

smaller star-systems.

She said neighboring dwarf galaxies

are drawn in and ripped apart by the

strong gravitational pull of the larger

galaxy that then sucks in the smaller

galaxy's material for its own use.

Putnam, with a team of astronomers,

produced in 1998 the world's first image

showing the MiUcy Way tearing off parts

oftwo nearby galaxies.

She told Catholic News Service that

an evolving disk galaxy is in constant

need of fUel to power its growth.

Earth's galaxy, the Milky Way, gets

its energy from a combination of eating

up smaller orbiting systems, and having

giant clouds which condense in the disk's

outer reaches and then "rain" hydrogen

fiiel onto the galaxy, she said.

Putnam said colleagues in the United

States were surprised and "got a kick"

I

out of hearing she was going to presen

her research to a conference sponsorec

by the Vatican. But she said that 'Svhen i

was getting into astronomy I was awan
of the Vatican Observatory."

She said seeing the church involvec

in the field "also shows that whatevei

your belief system, there is still th(

mystery of the science going on in this

universe that's intriguing to everyone."

Father Funes said that while studyinf

the stars and gazing at galaxies does na
erase misery and suffering in the world

"astronomy plays an important role ir

making us more human."

Discovering the immensity of th<

universe "helps us to realize we're i

small planet, a very fragile planet anfj

we have to take care of it," and savE|

resources for future generations, he said

Astronomy shows that human being!

also "are fragile and small, and in th«

hands of God," he said.
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Sister Helen Prejean

Saturday, October 27 - 6pm atThe Oratory
Sister Helen will participate in the 6 pm

liturgy at the Oratory church.

Monday, October 29 - 7 pm
at Winthrop University,Tillman Auditorium

Sister Helen will offer a major presentation on
capital punishment. Her talk is free and open to the public.
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Good counsel

Diocese of Charlotte

issues new guidelines

for pastoral councils

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The
Diocese of Charlotte soon will

be issuing new guidelines for

parish pastoral councils.

The revised guidelines,

which will be promulgated

by Bishop Peter J. Jugis and

made available after training

classes for clergy and laity in

November, reflect the changing

role of pastoral councils in the

21st century.

"The guidelines reflect a

new tone of decision-making

that returns the focus of pastoral

councils to their original intent

— from managing interior

church matters to consulting and

advising the pastor on matters

relating to the parish and the

larger community in which its

members are called by Christ

to serve," said George Cobb,

director ofplanning and research

for the Diocese of Charlotte.

See COUNCILS, page 12

NEW:

Perspectives

Father Pavone suggests a

theology of giving; Moises

Sandoval looks at Hispanic

Catholics' religious heritage

I
PAGES 14-15
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Daring deeds in a deadly desert

CNS PHOTO BY J.D. Iong-Garcia, Cathouc Sun

Walt Staton of Tucson, Ariz., and Dane Rossman of New lersey, volunteers with the humanitarian group No More Deaths, look

Sept. 4 for illegal immigrants left behind by their smugglers in the Sonoran Desert near the U.S.-Mexican border.

Deterrence efforts

at Arizona-Mexico

border rise, but so

do deaths

BY J.D. LONG'GARCIA
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ARIVACA, Ariz. — After

an immigration reform bill

stalled in Congress in June,

experts predict that it may take

another two years before any

meaningful attempts at fixing

the situation will see the light

of day.

Meanwhile, families

remain divided, and
lives continue to be lost in

the desert.

If you ask people working

in the desert, they'll tell you

that water can be deadly.

Water makes puddles.

Puddles make soggy socks.

Soggy socks make for nasty

blisters that you can't walk on.

For people crossing the

desert, this kind of bhster will

get them left behind in a hurry.

See BORDER, page 5

'Spirit of gratitude'
St. Pius X recognized for stewardship excellence

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

GREENSBORO — St.

Pius X Church in Greensboro

was recognized recently by
the International Catholic

Stewardship Council (ICSC)
for the parish's successful

ongoing stewardship efforts.

St. Pius X Church was one

of 14 parishes in the United

States to receive the 2007
Parish Stewardship Certificate

of Recognition, which is

given to parishes that excel in

stewardship efforts in a variety

of parish ministries.

Jim Kelley, director of the

diocesan development office

and the president ofthe board of

the ICSC, presented the award

to Msgr. Anthony Marcaccio,

pastor; Jim Kelley, director

of the diocesan development

office; Pat Spivey, pastoral

associate; Lynn Fly, capital

See STEWARDS, page 4

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Pro-life supporters take part in a Life Chain along Park Road outside of St. Ann

Church in Charlotte on Respect Life Sunday, Oct. 7.

Standing up
for life

Hundreds of Catholics

took part in Life

Chains on Respect Life

Sunday, Oct 7

To show their support for

life, parishioners stood along

the property lines of their

churches, on city sidewalks

and with other church groups

in their towns.

Forphotographs,
see pages 8-9.
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Forming the faith

Catechists attend workshops,

training sessions
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Culture Watch

Children's book about pope;

Arab Catholic on TV show
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Habitat of helping

St. Luke Church works to

aid wildlife
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Current and upcoming topics

from around the world to your
own baci(yard
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RECORD RUNNERS

CNS PHOTO BY Dick Meyer, The Compass

Thirteen of the 14 children born to Ed and Janet Weisse of Oshkosh, Wis., broke the world record

for the most siblings to complete the same marathon. They are pictured holding a banner with their

mother, Janet.

Catholic family sets record

for most siblings to finish

same marathon
APPLETON, Wis. (CNS) — When

they crossed the finish line, 13 of the 14

children bom to Ed and Janet Weisse

of Oshkosh broke the world record

for the most siblings to complete the

same marathon.

But their brother Peter, who died of

brain cancer at the age of 3 in 1968, was

very much a part of the group and the

focus of the day as his siblings ran the

26.2 miles in his memory and to raise

money for cancer research.

The Weisses competed in the

Community First Fox Cities Marathon

Sept. 23.

Running in memory of Peter "gave

the event more purpose," said Ben
Weisse, the 12th of the siblings and

instigator of the family event.

"Whether we get the record or not,

who cares? There are 14 of us. We always

include Peter in the number. He's my
brother," he said.

Greg Weisse, the oldest, agreed.

"This is to remember Peter. We are

at a time in our lives where we are all

celebrating marriages, first Communions,

baptisms," he said.

"This is Peter's day. We're having a

celebration for him — that's what makes

it pretty cool," he said.

The runners among the siblings

finished first. Those who were walking

the course were much further behind, and

there was concern for Ben and Bemadette

as the eight-hour deadline approached.

To break the record set by the 12

siblings of the Irwin family of Ireland in

the 2005 Dublin City Marathon, all of

the Weisses in the race had to finish it in

eight hours.

"They were two miles out with 20

minutes to go," said Chris Weisse, the

third oldest and fourth-place finisher

among the siblings..

"There was a period in there we were

doubting we'd get the record," he said.

"Ben came in at the end. He was the

instigator but was hurt in ... training. He
said, T forced everybody into this, I've

got to do it,'" he said.

Chris Weisse said setting the world

record is great.

"It was unbelievable how many
people were cheering for us, most of

them complete strangers. That part was

really neat, having so much support from

the community," he said.

The close-knit siblings, who now
range in age from 33 to 54, grew up

in Oshkosh, where Ed Weisse was
a longtime member of the board of

education for the Green Bay Diocese.

The parents are members of St.

Jude the Apostle Church. Most of their

children still live in Wisconsin.

"The thing that's beautiful to me
is all my kids didn't want to do (the

marathon), but they didn't want to be the

one that didn't do it," Janet Weisse said.

"That I'm proud of They're doing it for

each other. That's love."

Bishop Baker installed as fourth bishop

of Birmingham
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (CNS) —

Bishop Robert J. Baker was installed as

the fourth bishop of Birmingham at the

Cathedral of St. Paul Oct. 2.

The three-hour ceremony began
with Bishop Baker knocking at the

Birmingham cathedral door, signaling

his willingness to enter and become head

of the diocese.

Archbishop Pietro Sambi, apostolic

nuncio to the United States, read the

mandate from Pope Benedict XVI
appointing Bishop Baker. Archbishop

Sambi and Archbishop Oscar H.

Lipscomb of Mobile escorted Bishop

Baker to the cathedra, the chair that

symbolizes a bishop's teaching office and

his pastoral authority in the local church.

Archbishop Lipscomb then presented

him with the crosier, the pastoral staff

that is the symbol of his office.

"I am happy to be the new bishop

of Birmingham," Bishop Baker told the

congregation.

He also thanked his predecessor.

Diocesan
planner

For more events taking place

in the Diocese of Charlotte,

visit www.charlottediocese.org/

calendarofevents-cn.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE—AFamiTy Ultreya will take Oct.

2 1 , 1 2-2 p.m. , at in the family room of St. Matthew

Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. All

Cursillistas, their families and friends are invited

to join us for faith, food and fellowship. We will

have an inspirational witness talk, grouping and

a potluck lunch. Please bring a dish to share. For

more information, call Tom and Heather Martin

at (704) 544-701 1 . For babysitting arrangements,

call Vicki Torres at (704) 543-7677, ext. 1011.

CHARLOTTE — A Pro-Life Prayer Vigil will

take place through Nov. 4. For more information,

e-mail Diane Hoefling at rhoef541@aol.com or

call (704) 541-3760 or (704) 5 19-8086. Also visit

www.40daysforlife.com.

CHARLOTTE — "Bereavement and Grief
— Helping Seniors Cope" will be presented at

St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd., Oct.

18, 7-8:30 p.m. Larry Dawalt of Hospice and

Palliative Care will speak about the variety of

losses seniors experience, coping mechanisms

and the importance of treating senior survivors

with grace and dignity. For more mformation, call

BJ Dengler at (704) 364-543 1

.

CHARLOTTE — St. Thomas Church, 1400

Suther Rd., will present "TheActs ofthe Apostles
"

Wednesdays, 10-11:30 a.m., through Nov. 14.

This study program will include individual study,

small-group discussions and taped lectures. For

retired Bishop David E. Foley, for his

"devoted leadership."

Bishop Foley retired in May 2005,

but was diocesan administrator until

Bishop Baker's installation.

Greeting the Hispanic community in

Spanish, Bishop Baker said, "Consider

me, my brothers and sisters, not only your

pastor, but your brother and companion

in this journey to the promised land.

"I firmly desire to develop a loving

and close relationship with the Hispanic/

Latino community coming from so many
rich and diverse cultures that share,

among other things, the devotion to Mary
and the Spanish language," he added.

"You are a blessing not only to the United

States, but for our diocese. Continue

to live your values, your devotions and

traditions. They are your wealth."

He thanked the Eternal Word
Television Network, based in

Birmingham, for carrying the installation

live and providing a live feed to the

overflow crowd.

registration and more information, call Mary at

(704) 948-8285 or Angela at (704) 400-8517.

CHARLOTTE — Deepen your faith this fall with

"Lunchtime Spirituality" at St. Peter Church, 12-

12:45 p.m., in the Annex, 507 S. Tryon St. Bring

your lunch, listen to a talk on spirituality and

participate in a short prayer session— a great way
to renew during the workweek and to prepare for

Advent and Christmas. Topic for Oct. 18 is "The

Jesus Prayer" For more information, call the ofifice >

at (704) 332-2901.
|

CHARLOTTE — Dr M. Shawn Copeland will

present "Who is my Neighbor? The Challenge of
Solidarity" as part of the Kennedy Lecture Series

in Biss Hall at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St.,

Oct. 20, 9 a.m.-l p.m. Admission is free. For more

information, visit www.stpeterscatholic.org. Call the

church office at (704) 332-2901, ext. 12 to RSVP

CHARLOTTE — St. Basil the Great Ukrainian

Byzantine Catholic Church will have a Ukrainian

Mass in English in the chapel of Charlotte Catholic

High School, 7702 Pineville-Matthews Rd., the

third Sunday of each month at 10 a.m. The Mass is

open to anyone who would like to attend. For more

information, please contact Father Mark Shuey at

mshuey2@nc.rr.com or call (919) 779-7246.

CHARLOTTE — Christians in Career Transition

is a ministry devoted to helping people in career

crisis. The group meets the first and third Monday
of each month, 7-9 p.m., in room 132 of the Newij
Life Center at St. Matthew Church, 80 1 5 Ballantyne 3

Commons Pkwy. Please call Jack Rueckel at

(704) 341-8449 for more information.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT— A public Catholic conference, 'The

Ingersoll Symposium: American Ideas of Liberty

and Virtue: Political, Religious and Philosophical

Dimensions, " will take at Bebnont Abbey College,

100 Belmont-Mount Holly Rd., Oct. 19-20. For

more information, call Dr. Robert Preston at

(704) 829-7231, e-mail RobertPreston@bac.edu or

visit www.bradleyinstitute.org.
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FROM THE VATICAN

World Jewish leaders meet with pope,

discuss anti-Semitism

Vatican official says religions must
be free to contribute to peace

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
BenedictXVI recently welcomed the new
leaders of the World Jewish Congress to

the Vatican.

Ronald S. Lauder, elected president

ofthe congress in June, said his talks at the

Vatican Oct. 8 focused on interreligious

dialogue and on anti-Semitism in a

number of European countries.

The congress represents Jewish

communities in more than 80 countries.

The congress' statement released

to the press said Lauder, a former U.S.

ambassador to Austria, told the pope that

"the anti-Semitic statements" attributed

to Redemptorist Father Tadeusz Rydzyk,

founder and director of Poland's Radio

Maryja, "should not be tolerated

anymore."

Lauder "called on the pontiff to take

action against those in the church who
wanted to do damage to the close and

positive relationship between Christians

and Jews," the statement said.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— The 2007 St. PiusXCommunity
Health Expo will take place Oct. 20, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

in the Kloster Center of St. Pius X Church, 22 1 0 N.

Elm St. This free event will include informational

sessions on back care; cardiac health; mental

health; and strategies for managing osteoarthritis,

weight and diabetes. Vision, bone density, blood

pressure screenings will be available. Childcare

will be available in the parish nursery. For more
information, call the church office at (336) 272-4681

or e-mail piusxfaith@aol.com.

GREENSBORO — A Catholic Charismatic
Renewal Celebration and Mass will be celebrated

at Our Lady of Grace Church, 2205 W. Market St.,

Oct. 20, 1-3 p.m. For more information, call Melissa

Miller at (336) 274-6520.

GREENSBORO — Young adults in their 20s,

30s and 40s are invited to come and experience

great speakers, excellent food and conversations

at Theology on Tap. ToT will meet Tuesdays, Oct.

23-Nov. 13 at 6:45 p.m. for dinner and a social

hour Speakers begin at 7:45 p.m. Each week we
will collect cranberry sauce and stuffing for Our
Lady of Grace Church's Thanksgiving baskets. For

more info e-mail greensborotot@yahoo.com, visit

www.triadcatholics.org or call Deb at (336) 286-3687.

HIGH POINT — Have you been away from the

church for a while? No matter how long you've

been away. Immaculate Heart ofMary Church, 4145
Johnson St., invites you to attend the Hope ofSeeing
Everyone Again program. This small group meets

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. through Nov, 14. To register

and for more information, .call the church office at

(336) 869-7730 or Jan Hitch at (336) 884-5067.

GREENSBORO— The Men 's Early Morning Bible

Study Group at St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715
Horse Pen Creek Rd., meets Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m.

in the Parish Life Center, room 4. "Genesis 1-11:

The Primordial History," will be studied through

Dec. 1 8. Bringyourown Bible. For more information,

contact Gus Magrinat at gmagrinat@pol.net or John

Malmfeltatjmaimsie@aoi.com.

SALISBURY VICARIATE
MOCKSVILLE— St. Francis ofAssisi Church, 862

Yadkinville Rd., will hold a parish mission, "Living

Father Rydzyk, whose radio station

ranks fifth in Poland's national ratings,

repeatedly has been accused of making
anti-Semitic remarks.

When Lauder and the organization's

secretary-general, Michael Schneider,

met the pope, they also highlighted

the importance of dialogue among
Christians, Jews and Muslims.

Christians and Jews, he said, must
reach out to the Muslim majority

and build "bridges of tolerance and
imderstanding."

The press statement also said Lauder

"offered to host a joint event in honor of

the pope during the pontiff's forthcoming

visit to the United States."

The congress has headquarters in

New York, which is reported to be on the

pope's itinerary for a spring 2008 trip.

"The pope accepted the invitation

in principle and said that both sides

should work on the arrangements," the

congress said.

Our Faith WithJoy " Oct. 13-17 at 7 p.m. Themes
include "Loving God and One Another," "Am I

Forgiven? Can I Forgive?" and "Wholeness of

Body and Soul." The sacrament of reconciliation

will be offered Oct. 16. For more information,

call Gayle O'Grady at (336) 751-21 17.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE
IVfURPHY — The office of faith formation of

St. William Church, 765 Andrews Rd., will

present a four-part fihn, "Feast of Faith: The

Transforming Power of the Eucharist, " Oct. 1

6

at 7 p.m. in the Commons. For more information,

call Michelle Calascione at (828) 837-2000 or

e-mail stwilliamfaithformation@msn.com.

MURPHY— The Bereavement Support Group of

St. William Church will meet Tuesdays through

Nov. 6, 1-3 p.m., in the Glenmary Center, 731

Andrews Rd. This support group will aid in the

healing process of anyone who has experienced

loss through death, divorce or other life-changing

situations. For more information, call Heather

Schmitt at (828) 837-7048.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — Spirit of Assisi presents

the Wednesday Lunch Series, 12:30-1:15 p.m., at

the Fatima Chapel, 211 W. Third St. Enjoy a liglit

lunch and free presentations on a variety of topics.

Jim Day will present "Christian Paradox" Oct. 17.

You may call ahead to indicate your attendance,

but walk-ins are welcome. For more information,

e-mail Sister Kathy Ganiel at spiritofassisi@

bellsouth.net or call (336) 723-1092.

Is your parish or school sponsoring

a free event open to the general

public? Deadline for all submissions

for the Diocesan Planner is 10 days

prior to desired publication date.

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevansfgcharlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events:

Oct. 13— 6 p.m.

Deacons' retreat dinner

Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

Oct. 14— 1 p.m.

Enthronement of the Infant of Prague

Divine Redeemer Church, Boonville

Oct. 17— 10 a.m.

Finance Council meeting

Pastoral Center, Charlotte

Oct. 17 -6:15 p.m.

Forty-day vigil Mass

St. Ann Church, Charlotte

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— The only

way to ensure that religions contribute to

peace rather than violence is to guarantee

religious freedom and promote religious

education so believers understand that

peace and harmony are at the core of

every religion, the Vatican's foreign

minister said.

Archbishop Dominique Mamberti,

the Vatican's secretary for relations

with states, spoke Oct. 5 at the U.N.

General Assembly's high-level dialogue

on interreligious and intercultural

understanding and cooperation for peace.

Archbishop Mamberti said Pope
Benedict has taught that "faithfulness to

one's own religious convictions is not

expressed in violence and intolerance, but

in sincere respect for others, in dialogue

and in an announcement that appeals

to freedom and reason while remaining

committed to peace and reconciliation."

While religion is a herald and source

of peace, the archbishop said, it too often

has been manipulated by politicians,

nationalists and those seeking power.

Theological reflection, philosophical

questioning and spiritual discernment

have been used effectively throughout the

ages to harness religious fervor and direct

Pet blessings

it toward the good of society, he said.

"There cannot be peace without

understanding and cooperation among
religions," he said. "There cannot be

understanding and cooperation among
religions without religious liberty."

Archbishop Mamberti told the

conference, "The full exercise of the

right to religious freedom is based on

respect for human reason and its capacity

to know the truth; it ensures openness

to transcendence as an indispensable

guarantee of human dignity; (and) it

allows all religions to manifest their own
identity publicly, free from any pressure

to hide or disguise it."

Restricting or denying religious

freedom is not the way to combat violent

tendencies when they arise, he said.

Rather, governments and groups

must mobilize religious leaders, promote

education, andrallythe public in opposition

to "hate speech and other public acts

calculated to spur sectarian violence."

Archbishop Mamberti said
international interreligious meetings to

promote prayers for peace, such as those

convoked by Pope John Paul II in Assisi,

Italy, should be duplicated on the local

and national level.

CNS PHOTO BY Pilar Ouvares, Reuters

A Catholic priest blesses a dog outside St. Francis Church in Lima, Peru, during an Oct. 7 celebration of

the Oct. 4 feast of St. Francis of Assisi.

DIOCESAN REQUIREMENTS FOR REPORTING MINISTRY-RELATED SEXUAL ABUSE
OF A MINOR

1 . Any individual having actual knowledge of or reasonable cause to suspect an incident of ministry-related

sexual abuse is to immediately report the incident to the Chancery

2. The Chancery will then report the incident to the proper civil authorities. The individual reporting the

incident to the Chancery will be notified of the particulars regarding the Chancery's filing of the incident with

civil authorities.

3. This reporting requirement is not intended to supersede the right of an individual to make a report to civil

authority but is to ensure proper, complete and timely reportlng. Should an individual choose to make a report

to civil authority, a report is still to be made to the Chancery.
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STEWARDSHIP
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St. Pius lauded for stewardship Signing up stewards

STEWARDS, from page 1

campaign administrative chairperson;

Gary Fly, capital campaign chairperson;

and Tracy Welliver, pastoral associate, at

the council's annual conference in Miami
Sept. 23-26.

"We are entrusted with certain gifts

firom God, and those gifts are meant to be

shared," said Msgr. Marcaccio.

"The people at St. Pius have very

generous hearts; they are a eucharistic

people who have enormous gratitude for

God's gifts," he said. "They are fed at the

altar, and then go into the community to

make a difference."

"It's a blessing to see how the parish

responds to the disadvantaged," said

Msgr. Marcaccio.

St. Pius X Church has embraced the

idea of stewardship for most of its 52-

year history. Previous pastors, notably

Father George Kloster and Father Francis

Connelly, focused on stewardship, and

Msgr. Anthony Marcaccio, pastor, is a

proponent, as well.

"Msgr. Marcaccio manages to

incorporate stewardship into almost

every one of his homilies," said Spivey.

"Stewardship is an integral part of

our Catholic faith if we truly want to

follow Jesus," said Spivey. "We have to

realize that we are entrusted to share our

time, talent and treasure with others, and

we must develop our gifts and give back

tenfold."

The parish keeps stewardship on the

forefi-ont with a "Stewardship Comer"
in the weekly bulletin and articles in

"Echoes," the parish newsletter.

The parish celebrated September
2007 as Stewardship Month with a

stewardship fair and commitment
weekend Sept. 15-16.

As part of Stewardship Month, the

parish invited Father Daniel Mahan
to speak at the parish Sept. 8-11. He
preached at the weekend Masses and

gave three mission talks during his visit.

Father Mahan is executive director

of the Marian College Center for

Catholic Stewardship in Indianapolis and

director offormation for the International

Catholic Stewardship Council.

"Father Mahan talked about having

a 'spirit of gratitude,' which then leads

to a sense of responsibility to reciprocate

with your time, talent and treasure," said

Welliver.

"Stewardship is misunderstood in

the church today," Father Mahan said.

"It's often seen as just secular fundraising

in sheep's clothing."

"But stewardship is about much
more than money — it's a way of life,

deeply rooted in the person of Jesus

Christ," he said. "My hope is that the

parish mission not only will make clear

the true meaning of stewardship, but

also will inspire parishioners to live their

spirituality more fiilly."

"Everything you do — wherever

you are — that's ministry and its

stewardship," Spivey said.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on promoting

stewardship as a way of life in your parish,

contact Barbara Gaddy, associate director

of development, at (704) 370-3302 or visit

www.charlottediocese.org/stewardship.

Church's capital campaign recognized

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

GREENSBORO — St. Pius X
Church in Greensboro has received the

award fi-om the International Catholic

Stewardship Council for Excellence in

Total Capital Campaign Program and

Materials.

The award was presented at the

council's annual conference in Miami.

In September 2003, St. Pius X
Church's pastoral council established

a "Vision 2010 Committee" to identify

pastoral priorities for planning and
decision-making by the pastor, the

pastoral council and the parish staff.

In the spring of 2004, the committee

began collecting data, which included

a parish profile describing the current

state of the parish, a parish survey

designed to solicit opinions regarding

the fiiture of the parish and the results

of listening sessions involving small

groups of parishioners discussing their

hopes and concerns for the parish. It also

anticipated trends in the local community
and the Catholic Church

In January 2005, the pastoral council

used that data to develop the Vision 201

0

Planning Document, which outlined the

strengths and weaknesses of the parish,

pastoral priorities and fiiture initiatives.

One of the primary focuses of the

document is the need for a parish campus
to meet the physical, liturgical and social

needs of the growing population.

"Our parishioners understand the

necessity for a new church, and their

response has been phenomenal," said

Msgr. Anthony Marcaccio, pastor.

The capital campaign was launched

in April 2007, with a goal of raising $4.2

million to construct a new church.

"The diocese warned us that this is

an ambitious goal, but the people have

responded enthusiastically," said Msgr.

Marcaccio.

In less than six months, about 86

percent of the funds have been pledged,

said Tracy Welliver, pastoral associate,

and they hope to break ground next fall.

"Because the parish has a strong sense

of stewardship, the capital campaign has

been that much easier," Welliver said.

According to Jim Kelley, director

of the diocesan development office, the

parish may reach its goal in pledges by

the end ofNovember 2007.

"Under the leadership of Msgr.

Marcaccio; Gary Fly, the campaign
chairman; and the campaign committee,

St. Pius has done an outstanding job in

its campaign efforts," said Kelley. "By
winning this award, they are a model for

every parish in the country."

IF]

CouRTESY Photo

Father Fred Werth, parochial vicar of Holy Family Church in Clemmons, is pictured Sept. 30 with parishioner

Jill Lawler during the Stewardship Fair held after Masses Sept. 29-30. Lawler volunteers with the parish's

respect life activities. About 50 parish groups had booths and more than 300 parishioners signed up

to assist during the upcoming year.

Spend springtime
in the Alps!

Discover spectacular

Switzerland, Austria and Bavaria
with the Diocese of Charlotte and Fr. Mo West

April 30 — May 9, 2008

Bringfamily and

friends to experience

the area 's breathtaking

scenery, the rich culture

of the old-world cities,

and the charm of the

Alpine villages and
their people!

Your 10-day, fully-escorted experience features daily excursions based
out of 2 centrally-located "hub cities" - Bern, Switzerland and Innsbruck,

Austria. That means less packing and more time to explore Lucerne,

Montreux, Interlaken, Gindelwald, Salzburg and Oberammergau as well!

Highlights of this itinerary include:
- GoldenPass Panoramic Train ride past wood chalets and magnificent views on the way
to Gstaad, world-famous Alpine resort

- sightseeing tour of Bern's historical Old Town, its famous sights of today, and the

medieval Chateau de Chillon on the shores of Lake Geneva '

- a very special "Language Discovery Experience" enhances our interaction with locals

- a full tour of Lucerne as we explore the hidden treasures of its 800-year history,

including the famous rock-carved Lion Monument
- charming Interlaken and the Bernese Oberland area - plus a stop in the lakeside town
of Brienz to see its famous woodcarving

- a visit to Grindelwald, the charming Alpine village nestled at the base of the

magnificent Jungfrau, here rising to 13,600 feet!

- a guided tour of the Olympic city of Innsbruck, Austria, the "capital of the Tyrol"

- Salzburg enchants us with beautiful gardens (including Mirabell Gardens seen in the

"Sound of Music"), the site of Mozart's birthplace, and numerous other highlights

- a photographic stop at Bavaria's most famous Neuschwanstein Castle on our way to

Oberammergau, home of the world-famous Passion Play

- plus leisure time to shop and explore these exciting sites on your own!

All-inclusive price: Only $2,699 from Charlotte INCLUDES airfare; all air

taxes/ surcharges and fees; hotel transfers; most meals; fuUtime tour manager/ escort;

first class hotels; all guides and admission fees. Travel insurance is extra.

Space is very limited! A $250 deposit is due before November 30 so

CALL NOW for a brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese: (704) 370-3332
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Humanitarian group

offers aid in desert

BORDER, from page 1

"Rains make this time of year more

dangerous," said Joe Shortall from Los

Angeles, volunteering with No More
Deaths, a humanitarian group that patrols

the Arizona desert looking for illegal

immigrants left behind by smugglers.

Rainfall and sweltering heat made
crossing the Sonoran Desert as dangerous

as ever for illegal immigrants this

summer. The U.S. Border Patrol's Tucson

sector reported finding 186 bodies so far

this year, 26 more than at the same time

last year.

Border Patrol Agent Dove Haber

said envirormiental factors, like puddles

that lead to debilitating blisters, could

explain changes in the death toll.

Yet the number ofhumanitarians and

Border Patrol agents patrolling the desert

continues to grow, and the Border Patrol,

reporting the apprehension of fewer

illegal immigrants this year, estimates

fewer crossings.

"Despite the increase in presence,

there's an increase in deaths," said

Franciscan Brother David Bruer, who
walks desert patrols with No More
Deaths on the weekends.

Walt Staton with No More Deaths

didn't think changes in the weather were

enough to explain the increase in deaths

this year.

"...We'll keep coming
out there until we
have a whole summer
without finding

anyone, until there

are no more deaths."

— Walt Staton,

No More Deaths

"Every mile of fence creates a more
dangerous situation for those people who
are crossing," he said. "It's meant to be a

deterrent, but it hasn't happened. It's not

going to happen."

Current security measures include

building walls andbeefingup enforcement

near large, urban centers.

According to an August 200 1 report

by the U.S. Government Accountability

Office, the strategy has diverted

immigrants away from the Border Patrol

to more remote regions of the desert.

Staton suggested there was a direct

correlation between the miles of fence

built and the number of migrants who
died crossing the border. The claim is

difficult to evaluate since there is no

official record of the number of people

who have died crossing the U.S.-

.S7f Aiiiie ttc Hcaupre, Qtiehi^t:

Most Rev. Peter J. Jugis
Bishop ofthe Diocese of Charlotte

Invites ^ou On (Pifgrimage To The

49-^ Intemationat

%ucharistic Congress
Celebrating the 400'*' Anniversary of Quebec

mm

f

Chateau I'rontenacSt. Joseph Oratory

June 14-23, 2008
Tour 10 (Day (pilgrimage Tour Indudes:

r Round trip scheduled air IVom Charlotte to Montreal

r- .Nine (9) nights hotel accommodations at the 4 star Chateau Laurier Hotel. Quebec City (or similar)

r Sightseeing lour o( Quebec including: the Ciladelle. Plains of Abraham.

Chateau Frontenac. and Notre-Dame des Victoires Church

r Hair day trip to the Shrine ol St. Anne de IJeaupre

' Evening tour to the He d'Orlcans with dinner in a traditional "Sugar Shack"

r Deluxe coach for round trip airport transfer from Montreal to Quebec City

r Hotel porterage for I piece of luggage per person and local taxes

r Registration fee to attend the Eucharislic Congress:

r IK week long experience of faith centered on the Eucharist

^Closing Eucharistic celebration on the Plains of Abraham

>Visit the Quebec Eucharistic Congress website. www.cei2()()8.ca for more details

Deposit hy Oclnher 3

1

for special rare ofoiilv:

$2,899^-

Call Corporate Travel at 800-727-1999; ext. 121 to book today - Limited Availability!

CNS PHOTO BY J.D. Long-Garcia, Cathouc Sun

Walt Staton of Tucson, Ariz., Dane Rossman of New Jersey and Jimmy Wells of Tucson, volunteers with

the humanitarian group No More Deaths, map out their Sept. 4 search for illegal. immigrants left behind

by their smugglers in the Sonoran Desert near the U.S.-Mexican border.

Mexican border.

"Traffic patterns really do ebb and

flow in reaction to where we respond,"

Haber said. "We need to still do what

we're hired to do."

The reason why the Border Patrol

places particular emphasis on urban

centers is because border-crossers are

able to "blend into the envirormient of

that surrounding community," she said.

Last year Bishop Gerald R. Barnes of

San Bernardino, Calif, chairman of the

U.S. bishops' Committee on IVIigration,

formally asked President George W.
Bush to veto a congressional proposal to

erect a 700-mile fence.

"In our estimation, the erection of

a border fence would force migrants,

desperate to find employment to support

their families, to seek alternative and

more dangerous ways to enter the

country, contributing to an increase in

deaths, including women and children,"

he wrote.

"The U.S. Catholic bishops
are supportive of efforts to enforce

immigration law and secure our borders,

as long as the mechanisms and strategies

applied toward this end protect human
dignity and protect human life," Bishop

Barnes added.

Whatever the cause, the church and

humanitarian groups such as No IVlore

Deaths continue their efforts aimed at

preventing death in the desert.

"What our church is trying to

teach us is that we are in the midst of

a humanitarian crisis, and we need to

respond with love and compassion," said

Brother Bruer of the San Xavier del Bac

Mission in southern Arizona.

At the Arivaca camp Sept. 4, a

beat-up thermometer measured the

101 -degree temperature while a baby

tarantula nestled into the waterproof

awTiing overhead.

On the afternoon patrol, Staton and

Dane Rossman from New Jersey hiked

through the desert, passing clothes,

empty water botrtles and Red Bull

energy-drink cans that those crossing the

border had left behind.

"I always say it's good when we
don't find anyone. It means there

wasn't someone in need on that trail,"

Staton said.

"But we'll keep coming out there

until we have a whole summer without

finding anyone," he added, "until there

are no more deaths."

,1^ I,

diocese of charlotte podcast

It's news and
inspiration about
the Diocese of Charlotte!

Bishop Jugis talks about

Catholic Cemeteries

Subscribe today
— it's FREE!
Check it out at

v^n^.CharlotteDiocese.org.
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Celebrating 50 years

VOCATIONS
October 12, 2007

Courtesy Photo

Jesuit Father Joseph Kappes, parochial vicar of St. Therese Church

in Mooresville, is pictured with Knights of Columbus color guard after

the Mass at which Father Kappes celebrated 50 years as a Jesuit priest. A

reception in the parish hallfollowed the Mass.

Father Kappes is chaplain ofKnights ofColumbus Council 7604. Prior to

arriving in the Diocese ofCharlotte, he served as a teacher, counselor and

administrator at Jesuit high schools in the Detroit province, as well as an

associate pastor andpastor atparishes in Ohio.

Come one! Come all!

YARD SALE & BAKE SALE
Saturday, OctoLer 20tk 8 am — 3 pm

^Our Laiy of tke Annunciation Ckurcli

^ " 416 N. Second St., AlLemarle

Delicious Lreakfast ^ (Family Life Center - enter on TkirdSt.)

Rincakes, sausa^ra^ * Ckildren's clotkes - HouseUd treasures - Books galore

and kiscuits, sausage tiscuits! Something lor everyone!

Thinking about a will?

Request a free Wills Kit from CRS.

Learn what you need to know
before you see an attorney.

1-800-235-2772 ext. 7318

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

Serving the poorest of the poor overseas.

Franklin woman receives habit from
Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne

HAWTHORNE, N.Y. — Marian
Morales, a novice with the Dominican
Sisters of Hawthorne, recently became
Sister Estella Mary.

Morales, who has lived and worked in

Franklin, N.C., was one oftwo novices who
received habits and took religious names in

the Dominican Sisters ofHawthorne during

a ceremony in Our Lady of the Rosary

Chapel at the community's motherhouse in

Hawthorne, N.Y., Sept. 14.

During the ceremony, two other

women also took vows as Dominican
Sisters of Hawthorne. Mother Anne
Marie Holden, superior general, received

the vows.

Founded in 1900, the Dominican
Sisters of Hawthorne is a nursing order

dedicated to caring for terminally ill

cancer patients.

The Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne

In place of the pulpit or classroom,

we preach the love of God by our

service to the poor with incurable

cancer in our free homes in the

United States and Kisumu, Kenya,

Contact: Sr. Alma Marie, O.P.
Tel: 914.769.4794

E-Mail: sralmamarie@aol.com
www.hawthorne-dominicans.org

The Center is centrally

located in the Piedmont

ofNorth Carolina. Ixmted

only an hour's drivefrom

three major cities assures

meetingplanners and

attendees a meeting that

is more accessible than

ever. Being accessible to

the countty and a peaceful

setting is a meetingplace

only we can offer!

1551 Trinity Lane

Hickory, NO 28602

(828) 327-7441

Toll-free (888) 536-7441

info@catholicconference.org

www.cathoiicconference.org

li
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Leading catechists

FAITH FORMATION
The Catholic News & Herald 7

Courtesy Photo

The leadership team for the diocesan Office ofFaith Formation 's central

region is pictured during the catechetical training day, themed "Sowers

of the Seed VII, " held at St. Francis ofAssisi Church in Lenoir Sept. 29.

The leadership team has implemented catechist formation workshops

for catechists at churches within the central region, which includes the

Gastonia, Hickory and Boone vicariates.

Pictured are (standing, from left): Cuauhtemoc Gonzales, Mary Sorel, Terri

Martino, Dennis Teall-Fleming, Carol Brown, Father Antonio Juya and

Deacon Dario Garcia.

8th Annual Kennedy Lecture

October 20, 2007, 9 am- 12:30 pm

"Who is my Neighbor?
The Challenge of Solidarity"

by

M. Shawn Copeland, PhD.
Associate Professor, Boston College

St. Peter's Catholic Church
507 S. Tryon St., Charlotte, N.C.

Admission is free, but please phone to reserve your place. 704-332-2901, ext. 12.

www.stpeterscatholic.org for more information

Have you visited a Catholic school lately?

Meckknburg Area Caihotic Schools

OPEN HOUSE
1123 Soulh Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Admissions: (704) 37&-3273

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS—
October 21th 1:30 - 3:30pm
October 23rd 9:00 -12:00pm

Our lady of the Assumption Catholic School (PK-5(

4225 Shamrock Drive • Charlotte

St. Ann Catholic School (TK-5)

600 Hillside Avenue • Charlotte

St. Gabriel Catholic School (K-5)

3028 Providence Road • Charlotte

St. Mark Catholic School (K-g)

14750 Stumptown Road • Huntersviile

St. Matthew Catholic School (TK-5)

11525 Elm Lane • Charlotte

St. Patricit Catholic School (K-5)

1125 Buchanan Street • Charlotte

Circle of conversation

Courtesy Photo by Theresa Prymuszewsw

A group of catechists take part in a small group discussion during the first bilingual workshop for catechists

from Catholic churches in the diocesan Office of Faith Formation's western region, held at St. Joan of Arc

Church in Candler Sept. 8. The western region includes both Smoky Mountain and Asheville vicariates.

Sixty-one people attended the workshop, which featured speakers including Father Patrick Winslow,

pastor of St. John the Baptist Church in Tryon, and Jesuit Father William Ameche, a Hispanic minister in

the Asheville Vicariate.

Pictured (from left) are Hector Onate, Connie De La Paz, Luisa Leon and Yolanda Reyes of St. Eugene

Church in Asheville; and Innocencia Chacon of St. Joan of Arc Church.

Exploring spiritual foundations

Courtesy Photo by Dr. Cris Villapando

Msgr. Mauricio W. West, vicar general and chancellor of the Diocese of Charlotte, speaks during a

catechetical leadership in-service day at the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory Sept. 27. More than

75 parish catechetical leaders and pastors from churches across the diocese attended the event, themed

"Spiritual Foundation of the Catechist."

We're finally open!WIMMACULATA
C-yM-MOLIC: CO-

Bigger & New Location!
1 123 South Church St., Charlotte

(atTHE Diocesan Pastoral Center, one block off Morehead St.)

Your COMPLETE CATHOLIC store!
* Extensive book selection * Unique cards, rosaries, medals

* Beautiful Catholic art * Gifts for every special occasion

* Used book bargains * ...and a kids' play area!

Special orders and mail orders, too!

Hours: Mon-Fri - 9 - 5:30 704 - 65 1 - 1854
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Walking for life

RESPECT LIFE
October 12, 2007

STANDING UP R
Hundreds of Catholics around the Diocese of Chaii

show their support for pro-life causes on Re leSi

Courtesy Photo

Parishioners from Holy Spirit Church in Denver are pictured during the First Steps Annual Life Walk

fundraiser for East Lincoln Pregnancy Counseling Center in Denver, held at the Rock Springs Elementary

track Sept. 8. The enthusiastic walkers from Holy Spirit Church raised more than $2,100, the largest

amount donated from participating churches and organizations. The center offers support and counseling

to pregnant women in need.

Pro-life supporters take part in a Life Chain outside St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte on Respect Life Sunda

Courtesy Photo

Pictured are some of the more than 700 people who participated in the Life Chain on Battleground

Avenue in Greensboro on Respect Life Sunday, Oct. 7.

Shamyour day and lunch mith friends!

TWO DATES & LOCATIONS
TO CHOOSE FROM!CSS

C^atMic Sodii Services

Wednesday, Nov. 7 - St. Mark, Huntersyille - 10:30 am - 3 pm

Deadline for registration: Monday, Oct. 29

Presenter and Mass Celebrant: Fr. Frank O'Rourke

Thursday, Nov. 15 - Catholic Conference Center - 10 am - 3 pm

Deadline for registration: Friday, Nov. 2

Presenter and Mass celebrant: Rev. Msgr. Mo West

Cost: $12 - Includes coffee and snacks, and full lunch

Register as a group or individually by sending your check (payable to Catholic Social Services)

and your parish name to: Sandra Breakfield, CSS Elder Ministry

1123 S. Church St.

Charlotte NC 28203-4003

For more information call Sandra at 704-370-3220 or Sherill at 704-370-3228.

Pleasejo;n us for an mioYm^^on
sess/on about our programs w/th

Rus^\'a and China.

Saturday, October 20

1-3 pm

St. Matthew Catholic Church

8015 Ballantyne Commons Parkway

Charlotte

Catholic Social Services
Diocese of Charlotte

For more iiifomiation, contact us:

1-888-990-4199 or cssadopt@charIottediocese.org

1
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RLIFE
ok part in Life Chains to

fe Sunday, Oct. 7.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

WANT MORE PHOTOS?
More photos from this event are available

at www.charlottecliocese.org.

Caring for Charlotte Areo Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FIINER.\L SERVICE, INC,

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineviiie 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

Learn Rosary
Making

A Catholic Tradition

Contact us
for a ^

catalog H
and

'

introductory %
offer!

LEWIS
8. C 6 M I' A N Y

>
Dedicateci to Rosary Making!

rosaryparts.com

(800) 342 - 2400

(Above and at right) Bishop Peter J. Jugis and

parishioners from St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte

take part in a Life Chain along Kings Drive in

Charlotte on Respect Life Sunday, Oct. 7.

Courtesy Photo Courtesy Photo

People take part in a Life Chain at Innes Street and Main Street in Salisbury Oct. 7. Parishioners from

Sacred Heart Church in Salisbury along with members of Knights of Columbus Council 8680 took part

in the pro-life event.

People take part in a Life Chain outside of

St. Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte on Respect

Life Sunday, Oct. 7.

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church invites you to a

Day of Reflection featuring

Dr. Scott Hahn
Saturday, November 10

10 am - 4 pm

Internationally known theologian, author, speaker and professor at Franciscan University,

Dr. Hahn will be giving three talks about the Eucharist, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and defending

the Catholic faith.

NOTE: Tickets must be purchased in

advance - $10

Please bring a bagged lunch.

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
1400 Suther Road, Charlotte 28213

Call 704-549-1607 for tickets.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Chico the cat tells children how his

best friend became Pope Benedict
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Chico the cat

thills he is in the "purrfect" position to

tell children the story of how one of his

best friends became Pope Benedict XVI.
The cat's tale is confirmed, at least as

far as the facts of the papal biography go,

by Msgr. Georg Ganswein, Pope Benedict's

personal secretary and the author of the

preface to the Italian children's book,

"Joseph and Chico: A Cat Recounts the

Life ofPope Benedict XVI."

A spokeswoman for the Conventual

Franciscans' Edizioni Messaggero
Padova, the book's publisher, said they

expect to find translators and foreign

publishers for the book at the mid-

October International Frankfurt Book
Fair in Germany.

In his preface, Msgr. Ganswein wrote

to young readers, "It's not every day that

a cat considers the Holy Father his friend

and'sits down to write his story."

Having served first as secretary to

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, then as his

secretary after he became pope, Msgr.

Ganswein assured readers that he knows
Pope Benedict well and that the words

author Jeanne Perego puts into the mouth
of Chico— between a few meows— are

"all true and interesting."

The papal secretary said he shares

Chico's opinion that "the Holy Father is

a special person," especially because "he

is a sincere friend of Jesus."

Chico, a ginger tabby, said he met the

fiiture pope in Pentling, Germany, a town

near Regensburg where the pope and his

brother have a house. Chico officially

belonged to the neighbors, but said he

was welcome in the Ratzinger house.

Chico would rub up against the

pope's legs, curl up in his lap, watch and

liste?«i, which is how he came to know the

c
cc

Carolina
Funeral ^
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

wwwxarolinafuneral.com

Steven Ktizma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

details of the pope's biography.

While the future pope and his

brother were teenagers preparing for

the priesthood, "in Germany the tragedy

that would shake the world unfolded.

I am speaking of Nazism, one of the

most dramatic and shamefixl moments of

human history," the cat wrote.

"Joseph was forced to do something

that absolutely went against his will: enter

the army and leave for war," he said.

The young Ratzinger was assigned to a

unit defending a factory that made airplane

motors and then was sent to prepare

bunkers against a possible tank attack.

As the book ends, Chico said he

watched coverage of the 2005 death of

Pope John Paul II and the conclave on

television.

"Inmy house, we were all deliriously

happy" when it was armounced to the

world that Cardinal Ratzinger had been

elected pope.

"I was so excited that I forgot to

demand my dinner," he said.

'TSfow Joseph Ratzinger is not just

my friend, but also the great fiiend and

guide of all Catholics," he said.

DON'T MISS THIS SHOW!

Limited Engager
'

IftTEUACnVE rHeATR£V

MMlPATOamVAfl

OaOBER]6 -28 » BOOTH PLAYHOUSE

704.372.1000 • BlumenthalCenter.org

Group Sales: 704.379.1380

Off-Broadway

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: OCT. 21, 2007

J

Oct. 21, Twenty-ninth Sunday in

Ordinary Time
Cycle C Readings:

1) Exodus 17:8-13

Psalm 121:1-8

2) 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2

3) Gospel: Luke 18:1-8

Individuals, not

stereotypes, needed to

preach God's Word

BY JEFF HENSLEY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

We too often tend to think and form

opinions about people on the basis of

stereotypes. Ifwe were to think of any of

our contemporaries acting or writing like

the characters in this weekend's readings,

we'd picture religious fanatics.

Who would not think so? Consider

the steadfastness of Moses, hands raised

to God in supplication as Joshua fought in

battle below him, and Paul's admonition

to Timothy charging him to "preach

the word, to stay with this task whether

convenient or inconvenient— correcting,

reproving, appealing, constantly teaching

and never losing patience."

And sosome are. Butthe stereotypical

fanatics these images bring to mind are

not the types from Scripture.

An adherence to Scripture that ignores

the central role oflove ofGod and neighbor

produces distortions of the Gospel.

When I read this week's passages,

four men I know rather well came to

mind. One is a priest who shines with

intensity in his love of God, his word
and his people. Another is a young man,
a counselor, whose gentle persistence

and love of God's word and his people

is inspiring.

The third is a layperson who teaches

from the Scriptures and church teaching

and is impelled to reach out to others with

the good news at all times.

The fourth is a Protestant layman
and conference speaker, dead for about

10 years now, who had all these same
characteristics such that once, when
I sat down with him in a cafeteria at

a conference, he proceeded to ask a

stranger at the other end of the table,

"Friend, do you know Jesus?" in such a

way that he gave no offense.

Such was the sweet, genuine nature

of his character and approach.

None ofthese guys are anything alike,

except in their love of God, his word, his

people (and those not yet counted among
his people) and his church.

One is an introvert. The three extroverts

are about as different in personality and

appearance, tone of voice and so on as

three individuals can be. But each projects

God's love from the uniqueness ofhis own
personality and demeanor.

But how I wish ! were as motivated and

empowered by the love of God, his word
and others as each of these is. Growing in

love is a goal worth striving for.

Questions:

Do you have examples around you

of such men and women, made alive by

the word ofGod and love of God and his

church? Where might you spend more

time to come in contact with such folk?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCT. 14-20

Sunday (Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time), 2 Kings 5:14-17, 2 Timothy 2:8-13, Luke

17:11-19; IMonday (St. Teresa of Avila), Romans 1:1-7, Lul<e 11:29-32; Tuesday (St. Hedwig,

St. (Margaret IVIary Alacoque), Romans 1:16-25, Lul<e 11:37-41; Wednesday (St. Ignatius of

Antioch), Romans 2:1-11, Lui<e 11:42-46; Thursday (St. Luke), 2 Timothy 4:10-17, Luke 10:1-

9; Friday (St. John de Brebeuf, St. Isaac Jogues and Companions), Romans 4:1-8, Luke

12:1-7; Saturday (St. Paul of the Cross), Romans4:13, 16-18, Luke 12:8-12.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCT. 21-27

Sunday (Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Exodus 17:8-13, 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2,

Luke 18:1-8; Monday, Romans 4:20-25, Luke 1:69-75, Luke 12:13-21; Tuesday (St. John of

Capistrano), Romans 5:12, 15, 17-19, 20-21, Luke 12:35-38; Wednesday (St. Anthony Mary

Claret), Romans 6:12-18, Luke 12:39-48; Thursday, Romans 6:19-23, Luke 12:49-53; Friday,

Romans 7:18-25, Luke 12:54-59; Saturday, Romans 8:1-11, Luke 13:1-9.

Mima and Spain Pilgrimage

father Philip Scarcella (pastor. Our Lady of the Assumption

Church) and Deacon Carlos Medina (St Patrick Cathedral)

cordially imite you tojoin them on a 10-day spiritual

pilgrimage to fiatima and Spain, Nay 1-10, 2008.

Tour highlights include Fatima, the famous medieval

pilgrimage city of Santiago de Compostela, Avila and

Segovia (the homes of St. Teresa and St. John of the Cross),Toledo and Madrid.

Price from Charlotte: $2799 (or $2699 before January 27)

For more information, contact Fiather Scarcella at 704-535-9965,

Deacon Carlos at 704-400-3111 or Pentecost Ttours at 800-713-9800.

(This is a privately-sponsored trip, not associated witli tlie Diocese of Ctiarlotte.)

I
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Coming
Soon...

Going
Fast!

The exciting Pennybyrn at Maryfield is almost fully reserved -

that means only a few more can take advantage ofpre-opening

pricing. WUl you be one of them?

This architecturally stunning new retirement community is

scheduled to open soon. An active, modern lifestyle that offers

you gorgeous private residences, superior amenities and a

professional staff to provide unparalleled services. . .it's the

retirement lifestyle that you've been waiting for!

Don't let this opportunity pass you by. Current pricing ends

soon! Call (336) 821-4050 or toll-free (866) 627-9343 today.,

prices wiU never be this low again!

"MARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NC 27260

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God

'Voice of an angel'
Arab Catholic attributes participation on Israeli

show to herfaith

BY JUDITH SUDILOVSKY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

JERUSALEM — The first Arab

Catholic contestant on the Israeli version

of "American Idol" said that without her

faith and her parish's choir she never

would have been able to participate in

the show.

"The most beautiftxl thing is when the

church choir sings together. It is beautiful

and fun, and it gives me both mental and

spiritual strength," said Miriam Toukan,

a 25-year-oId law student from the Israeli

Arab village of Ibilline.

"It pushes me forward. I can't give

that up," she said.

Toukan was the first Arab chosen to

participate in the popular TV show, "A
Star Is Bom," since it began five years

ago. Friends convinced Toukan, who has

been singing in the choir of St. George

Melkite Catholic Church since first

grade, to try out for the show last spring.

At the auditions, one judge worried

about people's reaction to Toukan's Arabic

accent, but another judge, popular singer

Margalit Tzanani, who is of Yemenite

origin, brushed his objections away.

"Her accent is beautifiil. She is an

Arab and that is how she speaks. She is

who she is, and she doesn't have to try

to hide it," said Tzanani brusquely. "She

has the voice of an angel."

Toukan, who has also performed

internationally with the Ibilline Al

Karawan Choir, became one of the

show's top 10 finalists. One of her

performances with a fellow contestant

where she spoke some verses in Arabic

was voted as the fifth most popular duet

of the season.

She was bumped from the show at the

end ofJuly when the competition began to

heat up among the 1 0 best singers.

It was important for her not to try

to minimize her Arabic identity on the

show, she said. Though she sang Israeli

songs, she said she intentionally sang

them with a touch of Arabic or Eastern

musical scales to make them her own.

"I think that is what people loved,"

Toukan said.

"Wben I sing a solo and I help people

enter into the spirit of the prayer, help

them meet with the other godly wdrld,

it gives me a sense of satisfaction," she

said. "I am happy that I can help them in

their prayers with my singing and it also

helps me with my prayer."

Toukan, who with her long, striking

hair and wide smile, soonbecame a favorite

among both judges and contestants.

"At first I received all sorts of angry

SMS (text) messages both from Jews and

Arabs who didn't want to see an Arab, or

specifically an Arab woman, participating

in the show. There were also negative

messages because I was a Christian. I am
a minority within a minority," she said.

But toward the end of the season,

she started getting messages from people

who admitted she charmed them and that

they were rooting for her, said Toukan.

"To change people's ideas just by

singing was amazing," she said in a pM)ne

interview as she was driving to a television

studio to appear on a children's show.

Earlier in the same week she taped a

singing appearance on a game show.

"I am glad I was able to get my
message across that we are all people, and

we need to judge people as individuals

for who they are and not according to

which group they belong to," she said.

Singing for tolerance is nothing

new for Toukan, who three years ago

participated in a European singing program

for youths from countries with conflicts.

Toukan said that she would like to continue

studying the field ofhuman rights law after

a short break for singing opportunities.

Sales of pope's book hits 2 million copies worldwide
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Two

million copies of Pope Benedict XVI's

book, "Jesus of Nazareth," have been

sold worldwide.

The first volume of the book was

published in German, Polish and Italian

in mid-April, and in English in May
followed by dozens of other translations.

The book highlights what the

Bible says about Jesus, what the moral

implications ofhis teachings are and how
reading the Scriptures can lead to a real

relationship with Jesus.

The 400-page book has been the

number one book on the Catholic

Best-Sellers List for the past three

months, according to the Catholic Book
Publishers Association. It shot to the

top slot starting with the association's

August list, which reflected June sales. It

also ranked among the top 10 hardcover

nonfiction books on the New York Times

Best Sellers' list.

The pope currently is working on

completing his second volume on the life

of Jesus.

Attention: Homeowners...Have a plumbing problem? Don't Panic!...

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schedule and vaiuc your finne. Most piumbing companies won't give you a real

appointtr-enl time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save money, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving Mecklenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3wayplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church
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Diocese issues new guidelines

for pastoral councils

The church on pastoral councils

COUNCILS, from page 1

"Members of pastoral councils are

called to be people who are close to the

Eucharist, having studied the Scriptures

and church teachings in their effort to

discern the will of God in the world

today," said Cobb, who assists pastors

and parish councils in clarifying and

implementing these diocesan guidelines.

The Catholic Church defines the role

of pastoral councils as assisting in the

church 's apostolicworkand"coordinating
of the various lay associations and
undertakings" of the parish, according to

the Decree on the Apostolate ofthe Laity,

approved by the Second Vatican Council

in 1965.

The role ofpastoral councils was re-

established by the council and encouraged

by Pope Paul VI and Pope John Paul II.

Bishops of the Diocese of Charlotte

have required the use of pastoral councils

in parishes since the diocese was founded

in 1972, and the need for them was
reaffirmed by a diocesan synod in 1987.

<That year, the diocese issued its first

guidelines for both parish pastoral and

finance councils, defining the nature,

responsibilities and flinctions of each.

As the diocese and individual

parishes grew, the roles of pastoral

councils expanded and many became
managerial entities, overseeing parish

committees and other internal matters.

However, in his 1988 apostolic

exhortation on the mission and vocation

of the laity, "Christifideles Laici," Pope

John Paul II stressed the importance of

diocesan councils for "collaboration,

dialogue and discernment" especially

with inclusion of the laity.

"The participation of the lay faithful

in these councils can broaden resources

in consultation and the principle of

collaboration— and in certain instances

also in decision-making," said the pope.

With a growing bilingual population

and a multitude of other issues to face

over the next 20 years, said Cobb, it

is "important for the pastor to have

at his disposal a group of individuals

knowledgeable in the life of the church,

whom he may turn to for advice and

counsel. They must also be familiar with

the issues facing the parish."

The new guidelines will bring

uniformity to the use ofpastoral councils

in the diocese by standardizing their

roles and their relationship with the other

parish organizations, said Cobb.

The new guidelines are, however,

flexible enough to meet the varying

needs of all the parishes of the diocese,

said Cobb.

The guidelines provide further

clarification on the role of parish

Voices and Places

ofThe People of God
Makes a great Christmas Gift!

oifi'\ iviil Hm's rflh Pafli' ajdoi

The DiocKse of CHAKi-one

I

The Diocese of

Charlotte's

35th Anniversary Book

More than 35 Spiritual

Reflections from clergy

and laity including:

Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Bishop Emeritus William
G. Curlin

Archbishop John R
Donoghue

Historical photos and
interesting facts about the

founding of the diocese

and its growth

—

Read an excerpt or place your order at www.Charlottediocese.org.

$25.99 - plus tax and shipping (allow 2 weeks for delivery)

'1%

The Participation of the Lay Faithful in the

Life of the Church as Communion

It is necessary that in light of faith all rediscover

the true meaning of the parish, that is, the

place where the very 'mystery' of the Church

is present and at work, even if at times it is

lacking persons and means, even if at other

times it might be scattered over vast territories

or almost not to be found in crowded and

chaotic modern sections of cities.

The parish is not principally a structure, a

territory, or a building, but rather, "the family of

God, a fellowship afire with a unifying spirit," a

"familial and welcoming home," the "community

of the faithful. Plainly and simply, the parish is

founded on a theological reality because it is

a Eucharistic community." (Christifideles Laid,

No. 26.2)

commissions within the parish, and parish

staffs' relationships with lay councils

and commissions. At the request of the

pastors, the guidelines also will include

model bylaws for pastoral councils.

"Parishes will be encouraged to

review their current pastoral council

bylaws to ensure they are reflective ofthe

new diocesan guidelines," said Cobb.

Decree on the Bishops' Pastoral- Office in

the Church

These councils "... will be to investigate and

to weigh matters which bear on pastoral

activity, and to formulate practical conclusions

regarding them." (Christus Dominus, No. 27)

The Code of Canon Law

After the diocesan bishop has listened to

the presbyteral council and if he judges

it opportune, a pastoral council is to be

established in each parish; the pastor presides

over it, and through it the Christian faithful

along with those who share in the pastoral

care of the parish in virtue of their office give

their help in fostering pastoral activity. (Canon

516, §1)

The new guidelines, to be issued

in both English and Spanish, are to be

presented at the pastoral council training

sessions for clergy Nov. 1 1 and for laity

Nov. 17.

They also will be available

on the diocesan Web site at

www.charlottediocese.org/parish.html

after the November meetings.

Travel with other Catholics July 13, 2008

Canadian Rockies Tour

Offers 'Cool' Vacation

14 Days from$999*
Join your Catholic Chaplain Father Aaron Kriss and other Roman Catholics, Fly into Sioux Falls,

SD for a scenic three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta. En route visit Fargo and Bismarck, ND; then

north to Saskatchewan to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Academy. Highlights include Lake

Louise; Banff National Park; ride a SnoCoach over the Columbia Ice Fields; Canmore, Alberta;

Waterton Lakes National Park; Kananaskis Country; Helena and Billings MT; Custer's battlefield at

the Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial;

legendary Badlands National Park; and more! Includes 13 nights hotels, baggage handling, and

lots of motor coach sight-seeing. Farther Kriss is pastor of Holy Martyrs Roman Catholic Church in

Tarentum, PA. *Per person, double occupancy plus $149 tax, service, gov't fees. Add $600

airfare from Charlotte.

For brochure, information, and letter from Father Kriss cail 7 days a week:

YMT Vacations 1-800-736-7300 f

Classifieds

FOR SALE

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY: North Carolina

mountains. Successful, ongoing land development

company. Includes developer's home on 400+
acres. Permitted and approved erosion control

plan for entire parcel in place. $4.2 mil. E-mail

mountainlandforsale@yahoo.com.

HOME: Coastal NC. 2BR/2BA brick home on

quiet cul-de-sac in popular coastal golf community

near Calabash — $195,000. Considering ALL
offers! View at www.JanetteSchroeder.com or call

(910)575-7788 for more information.

FOR RENT

CONDO: OCEANFRONT on Pleasure Island. 2

BD/2 BA. Minutes from Wilmington. Great off-

season rates: by the day, week or month. Consider

a long weekend — close by getaway. Good
swimming until October. Call 703-450-8480 or

write wfkelle@aol.com for availability.

Classified ads bring results! Over 140,000 readers! Over 52,000 homes!
Rates: $.80/word per issue ($16 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@cfiarlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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Jo McGill of Buncombe County Schools leads seventh-graders in a decision-making exercise at Asheville

Catholic School Sept. 25.
,

Asheville Catholic students

discuss decision-making, bullying
of bullying — the seventh- and eighth-

graders learned about decision-making.

After outlining possible
consequences of making poor decisions,

McGill led a discussion about the

necessity of reversing poor decisions,

making restitution and apologizing.

An apology, she said, needs to be

more than just, "I'm sorry." The reason for

the apology must also be stated, she said.

The students then participated in

brainstorming activities and exercises to

demonstrate the importance of making

good decisions.

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Asheville Catholic

School middle school students recently

entered their classrooms to find a different

teacher ready to conduct classes.

Jo McGill, a health educator with

Buncombe County Schools' Safe and Drug

Free Schools Program, visited with the

sixth- through eighth-graders Sept. 25.

While the sixth-grade class learned

about bullying — how to prevent it and

how to help someone who is the target

Living rosary

Courtesy Photo

Students take part in a "living rosary" around a statue of Mary outside Our Lady of Grace School in

Greensboro Oct. 3. Students sat in the shape of a rosary as eighth-graders and representatives from

each grade level led the prayers, with fellow classmates, teachers, parents and parishioners from Our

Lady of Grace Church participating.

Speaking to pilgrims Oct. 7, the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary, Pope Benedict XVI urged Catholics to

pray the rosary for peace in the world.

The pope, noting that October was dedicated in a special way to evangelization, said the rosary can

stimulate missionary action by leading Christians to meditate on the life of Jesus.

ATTENTION READERS!

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?

Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people

who are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based

event?

If so, please share them with us.

Contact Staff Writer Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or kaevans@charlottediocese.org.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

The theology of giving

God s love lives in those who open their

hearts to others

The goods of the earth have been

'given for all. We are to share those goods

not simply when we don't need them, but

also when we do.

There is, indeed, a theology

of giving.

Giving, whether of our time, talent

or treasure, is based on the example

God himself gives us by creating us and

dying for us. He taught us the meaning

of giving when we don't have to and of

giving from our very substance, from our

very life.

After observing the wealthy putting

their sizable donations into the temple

treasury, Jesus saw a poor widow making
her contribution, whereupon he said,

"I assure you, this poor widow has put

in more than all the rest. They make
contributions out oftheir surplus, but she

from her want has given what she could

not afford— every permy she had to live

on" (Luke 21:3-4).

Most of us give to some charity at

some time or other, and most of us give

what we do not need. But how often do

we give away what we do need?

"But I need it," we object. Yet that is

precisely why we need to share it.

We are one body. The needs of

another are not just the other's needs;

they are our needs. We are one.

St. Paul teaches, "The body is one and

has many members, but all the members,

many though they are, are one body; and so

it is with Christ ... God has so constructed

the body ... that there may be no dissension

in the body, but that all the members may
be concerned for one another.

"If one member suffers, all the

members suffer with it; if one member
is honored, all the members share its

jLoy. You, then, are the body of Christ.

Every one of you is a member of it"

An unexpected

encounter at the

Eucharistic Congress
As 1 stood on the comer waiting for

the eucharistic procession to pass by, a

group of rowdy teenage boys came "my

tvay. I held my pocketbook a little tighter

as they passed by.

As the procession approached, the

boys were looking up the street to see

what was happening. I surprised myself

by calling to them: "Hey, come here.

Guess who is coming."

They came over, at first one or

two, then all stood around me. "Jesus is

coming," I told them.

They started asking me questions

about the different groups in the

procession, such as the Knights of

Columbus, the deacons and priests, and

I was able to tell them about each group.

They were in awe of the procession.

Guest

Column

FATHER FRANK
PAVONE

GUEST COLUMNIST

(lCor.l2:12, 24-27).

How much should we give to a cause

that we know is right? The measure of

our giving should be how much the other

needs the gift, not how much the giver

does not need it.

No group ofpeople is more needy in

our society than the unborn, deprived of

the very right to their lives. More money
is spent in this country to kill the unborn

than is spent to save them. Some wealthy

people contribute billions to the very

groups that promote the killing.

"I ask you, how can God's love

survive in a man who has enough of this

world's goods yet closes his heart to his

brother when he sees him in need?" (1

John 3:17).

Given that the greatest of "this

world's goods" is life itself, we can

rephrase the verse: How can God's love

survive in anyone who is alive yet closes

his heart to his brother who is in danger

of death?

When we give out of our very need,

we give life itself to others. Nowhere is

that more true than when we give to the

efforts to end abortion.

Father Pavone is national director

ofPriestsfor Life.

Letterto the Editor

I told them that Jesus was there in

the monstrance (carried by the bishop). I

knelt in adoration as he passed, and, to my
surprise, the teenagers knelt with me.

I felt a special bond had developed

between this grandmother and these

teenage boys, so I invited them to attend

the Eucharistic Congress. I told them

about Father Leo Patalinghug, the break-

dancing priest, and they were amazed.

I saw the boys later in the Charlotte

Convention Center, where they were

going to attend the Teen Track. How
grateful I am that Jesus let our paths

cross that day. What started out as a

fearful and judgmental encounter on my
part ended up being a beautiful, divine

appointment.

— Patricia Hennessy

Charlotte

The ethics of dying a

happy death
Hard questions dictate knowing facts,

church teaching

End-of-life care remains a difficult

path to ethically navigate.

The Congregation for the Doctrine of

Faith has reaffirmed that the provision of

food and water even artificially through a

tube is not extraordinary care. Therefore,

it should be provided even when the

person is in a "persistent vegetative

state" for a prolonged period.

That the church takes a position

in favor of feeding the hungry, even

the himgry near death, should not be

surprising. But we should not understate

either its difficulty or the nuance with

which it must contend.

Consider the plight of two people

who died within weeks of each other

in 2005: Terri Schiavo and Pope John

Paul n.

Terri Schiavo was short-changed.

At a young age, she fell into a so-called

"vegetative" state, which, at the time of

her death, had lasted for 15 years.

Church teaching often uses scare

quotes around the word "vegetative,"

underscoring that no human person

should ever be reduced to, or thought of

as, a vegetable.

In terms offormal church instruction,

even Schiavo's subsequent autopsy,

finding her without sufficient brain

matter to have had any hope of recovery,

supplied no justification for depriving

her of nutrition.

By this newly emphasized church

instruction, the withdrawal of Schiavo's

feeding tube was not a withdrawal

of extraordinary and particularly

burdensome care (which is permitted),

but the deprivation of basic, ordinary

care (which is not).

Fewthought Pope JohnPaul II 's death

posed a similar dilemma. However, it is

now argued by an Italian anesthesiologist

that those attending the late pontiff

actually were slow in getting the Holy

Father a feeding tube and then deprived

him of the most appropriate one.

Late in his illness. Pope John Paul

II was apparently given a nasal feeding

tube; given his Parkinson's disease,

which makes it difficult to swallow, an

abdominal feeding tube would have been

more appropriate.

Dr. Lina Pavanelli accuses the church

of not following its own instruction.

To be deprived of the most appropriate

feeding tube, she reasons, violates

Catholic teaching.

All ofus who witnessed the profound

teaching of Pope John Paul II (including

his prayerful understanding of pain and

dying) find these accusations outrageous.

Dr. Pavanelli was not present at the

pontiff's bedside and has had no access

to his medical records.

Ofcourse, otherthan a few immediate
family members, those pronouncing

upon the ethics of Schiavo's treatment

were equally absent. Ethical standards
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for the care of patients must be clearly

written, but as a matter of subsidiarity,

it is most appropriate for the patient,

if conscious, or the immediate family

to apply.

As carefully drawn as the

Congregation for the Doctrine of

Faith's recent statement is, no detached

ethical observer can know all the

contingent facts.

It is indeed clarifying for the church

to specify that the provision of food

and water even by artificial means is

in general ordinary care. But even the

Vatican concedes that, in specific, it may
not be, if it does not "accomplish its

proper finality."

(For example, ifthe body is rejecting

or not metabolizing the food or even if

the introduction of food is harmfiil, as in

the case of some cancers.)

Catholics can expect close

questioning from non-Catholic friends

about this reaffirmed teaching. Many
will be unable to perceive anything

but excessive expense and prolonged

hospitalization in the artificial provision

of food to a patient who, to use the

Congregation for the Doctrine of the

Faith's terminology, "to a moral certainty

will never recover consciousness."

The church permits the removal of

artificial respiration when it is recognized

that it is the underlying disease, not the

willful act of the patient or doctor, that

would cause death.

Why, some will surely ask, is it

not also the underlying illness that has

destroyed the natural capacity to eat and

drink? Why should one manifestation

of the natural process of death, an

incapacity to breathe, be put on one side

of the line and the inability to eat be put

on the other?

These are inescapably hard questions.

We should not pretend otherwise. Prudently,

we should update our health care directives

or living wills to faithfully reflect a

presumption in favor ofproviding nutrition

and hydration. Beyond that, pray.

Catholics have traditionally prayed

to be delivered "from a sudden and

unprovided death." The blessing and curse

ofmedical science presents the possibility

of a prolonged and debilitating death.

For this we need an even older prayei

"for the grace of a happy death." ^
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A mix of unity
A look at the religious heritage of Hispanics in

the Catholic Church
The packets of peanuts passed out

by Southwest AirHnes proclaim Hispanic

Heritage Month and stir thoughts in this

traveler of what we Hispanics bring to

the church.

The greatest gift— and the one least

appreciated — is that we are "mestizo,"

of mixed race. As the Census Bureau
points out, Hispanics can be of any race

j
and, most often, we are a mix of several.

Unfortunately, to be "mestizo" is

seen as a curse in a society where being

white is considered most desirable.

But because of the biological and
cultural processes that made them who
they are, Hispanics have the opportunity

and mission to help build a new society

that will not be torn by the racial divisions

of the current one.

In a book titled "The Buried Mirror:

Reflections on Spain and the New World,"

Mexican novelist Carlos Fuentes wrote

that Hispanic faith in the United States

contains not only Catholicism "but

something more like a deep sense of the

sacred, a recognition that the world is holy,

which is probably the oldest and deepest

certitude of the Amerindian world."

Theological research for the fifth

centenary celebration in 1992 revealed

the richness of indigenous belief in

Hispanic religiosity. Holy Cross Father

Daniel Groody, who worked with
immigrant farm workers in California,

Seeking

Life

MOISES
SANDOVAL
CNS COLUMNIST

wrote that pre-Columbian religion runs

in their veins.

He marveled at their ability to

celebrate life in the face of struggle,

disappointment, sickness and even death.

"It is in our fiestas that our legitimate

identity and destiny are experienced,"

Father Virgil Elizondo, leading Mexican-

American theologian, said.

"These are the joyfiil, spontaneous

and collective celebrations of what has

already begun in us even if it is not

recognized by others or verbalized by
ourselves. ... In the fiestas, we rise above

our daily living experiences of death to

experience life beyond death," he said.

No matter how difficult it is, life is

to be lived, appreciated and celebrated.

Peruvian theologian Gustavo Gutierrez

adds that Hispanics do not lose hope in

God or the resolve to create a more just

and more himian world.

It would be difficult to find a people

more devoted to the mother of God,
especially to Our Lady of Guadalupe.

She is one of the most important living

symbols of the Catholicism of the

Americas, Father Elizondo wrote.

"If Our Lady of Guadalupe had not

appeared, the collective struggles of the

Mexican people to find meaning in their

chaotic existence would have created

her," the Mexican-American priest wrote.

"The cultural clash of 16th-century

Spain and Mexico was reconciled in

the brown Lady of Tepeyac in a way
no other symbol can rival. In her,

the new 'mestizo' race, born of the

violent encounter between Europe and

indigenous America, finds its meaning,

uniqueness and unity," he wrote.

"Guadalupe is the key to

understanding the Christianity of the

New World and the Christian
consciousness ofthe Mexican-Americans
in the United States," he wrote.

Historian Carey McWilliams wrote:

"Waves and still more waves have passed

over the Spanish-speaking people, but

they are still as firmly rooted in the

Southwest as a forest of Joshua trees."

They are similarly rooted in the

church. No other ethnic group has
remained so steadfast. Even now, despite

inroads in recent years by Pentecostal

and evangelical churches, 65 percent

are loyal to the faith of their fathers and
mothers.

Finally, Hispanics bring the gift of

commitment to family, struggling to keep

it together, in Fuentes' words, "perhaps not

avoiding poverty but certainly avoiding a

lonely poverty. The family is regarded as

the hearth, the sustaining warmth."

Mother Teresa's agony
Perseverance needs reliance on faith, not feelings

Last month Time magazine put
Mother Teresa on its cover with this

heading: "The Secret Life of Mother
Teresa — Her letters reveal a 50-year

crisis of faith in which she rarely sensed

the presence ofGod in her life."

Then Time posed this question:

"What does her experience teach us

about the value of doubt?"

Remember, a thousand difficulties do
not make a single doubt. For a Christian

there is no value in doubting. Jesus often

reproached doubters, saying, "Oh you of
little faith."

To doubt is to withhold assent and
disbelieve. Blessed Mother Teresa never
for a moment stopped persevering in the

faith. In spite ofmany years of emotional
darkness she fought the good fight.

She knew that if she walked away,
refusing to believe, she would be
abandoning her calling to help those

in need.

Most ofus ask, "Why is God silent?"

or "How can this mystery be true?" (God
becoming man, for instance.) These
questions are not doubts.

A doubter says, "I will not believe

it until it is proven to me with empirical

)it evidence." He or she refuses to believe.

Faith is the acceptance of mystery
even when the mystery defies all logic.

! The act of faith is essentially assenting

to mystery.

Time should have asked a different

question: "What does Mother Teresa's

experience of living in darkness, without

the benefit of any spiritual consolations,

teach us about the value of persevering

in the faith?"

It can teach us a lot, especially when
we feel overwhelmed. We can look to

Mother Teresa all the more because of

her courage in times of darkness.

I knew Mother Teresa personally

and once gave a nine-day retreat to her

novices. I witnessed firsthand the impact

of her inspiration, joy and idealism.

She communicated the highest level

of love. Her novices were inspired by her

idealism. If she was suffering at the time,

she showed no sign of it.

Mother Teresa had the courage to

rely on her faith, not her feelings. She
knew that God loved her even though she

did not feel his love. She never stopped

trusting him.

She had an iron will, exercising

authority with confidence, even in

the face of military power. She once

demanded that in Lebanon fighting be
halted so that her sisters could go into the

combat zone and take out the wounded.
The generals on both sides had to

back down and let her through. There

was no doubt about what this little

woman demanded.

Mother Teresa carried her crosses

Spirituality

for Today
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admirably. She may have suffered

emotional pain because of God's silence,

but why should that surprise anyone?

We can all relate to the experience

of puzzlement when God's silence

exasperates us.

Like all the saints, she suffered fi-om

a lack of personal fulfillment on the

human level, but this is also normal for

a holy person.

Jesus said, "By their fiaiits you will

know them." We know Mother Teresa by
her amazing spiritual legacy.

Agnostics refuse to believe in the

existence of the supernatural. They
withhold assent. Their life of continual

doubting produces a barren legacy. They
have no spiritual power.

A believer says, "I may not
understand the mysteries of faith, but I

believe them nevertheless because I trust

in Jesus Christ, the Lord ofmy life."

Hold on to your precious faith and
protect it.

Mother Teresa, pray for us, help us

to persevere in spite of the darkness.

Because of Jesus'

divinity, a!! humans
can be saved

VATICAN CITY — Because God
became human in Jesus Christ, all

humans can be saved. Pope Benedict

XVI said.

"Christ is our savior precisely

because he is true God and true man,"
he said Oct. 10 at his weekly general

audience in St. Peter's Square.

Continuing a series of audience

talks about early church theologians.

Pope Benedict focused his remarks on

St. Hilary of Poitiers, a fourth-century

doctor of the church and strong defender

of the church teaching that Christ was
both fially human and fully divine.

St. Hilary taught that Christ, who
came from perfection, "is perfection,"

the pope said. "Assuming a human
nature, the Son of God united every

human being to himself"

"Because of this, the path toward

Christ is open to everyone," Pope
Benedict said.

St. Hilary taught, as the beloved Son
of God, Jesus must possess all that his

father possesses, which is why Christians

recognize him as God.

Here is the Vatican text of Pope
Benedict 's remarks in English.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The subject of today's catechesis is

St. Hilary of Poitiers.

He was bom around the year 310,

baptized when he was about 35, and
became bishop of Poitiers some eight

years later.

In opposition to the Arians, who
believed Jesus was a created being,

Hilary dedicated his life to defending our

faith in the divinity of Christ.

While exiled to Frigia, because of

the stance he took against the Arians ai

the Synod of Beziers, he began his most
important work, De Trinitate. In this text

he demonstrates how both the Old and

New Testaments clearly attest the divinity

ofthe Son and his equality with the Father

with whom he shares one nature.
-J

In his De Synodis, Hilary maintained

a conciliatory spirit with those who used

deficient theological formulations, while

leading them to accept fully the Nicean

creed. In 360 he returned home, took up
his pastoral duties and continued to write.

The influence of his teaching spread

and many were strengthened in their

resistance to Arian thought, realizing that

Christ is our savior precisely because he

is true God and true man.
,

Fundamental to Hilary's insight

was the importance of our Trinitarian

baptismal faith. Let us join him in praying

to the Lord that we remain faithful to

this confession, and always bear joyftil

witness to our baptismal call!
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In the habitat of helping
St. Luke Church working to aid wildlife

MINT HILL — St. Luke Church

in Mint Hill has received certification

for "Fellowship Actions Impacting the

Habitat" (F.A.I.T.H.) from the North

Carolina Wildlife Federation.

St. Luke Church is the first Catholic

church in the Diocese of Charlotte to

receive certification in the F.A.I.T.H.

program, a non-denominational initiative

designed to recognize and certify places

^fworship that meet the requirements for

a wildlife-ixiendly habitat.

Ramah Presbyterian Church in

Huntersville was the first church to

become a F.A.I.T.H. certified site.

Other communities include Wedgewood
Baptist and Unitarian Universalist

churches in Charlotte.

"This program is designed to

encourage ongoing stewardship of

our wildlife and wild places in urban,

suburban and rural settings," said Tim
Gestwicki, director of the regional

Courtesy Photo

The new wildlife-friendly habitat at St. Luke Church

in Mint Hill was recently certified in the F.A.IT.H.

program by the N.C. Wildlife Federation.

office of the North Carolina Wildlife

Federation.

By reaching out to the many church

communities in the area, "we can spread

this message of stewardship, awareness

and appreciation of wildlife and our

state's resources while helping these

groups create beautiful and peaceful

habitats," he said.

Habitat and Wildlife Keepers
(HAWK), a local chapter of the North

Carolina Wildlife Federation, advised the

St. Luke Church habitat team on how to

achieve a wildlife-friendly habitat.

The church erected nest boxes for

bluebirds and songbirds and planted

native plant gardens. The gardens

provide food and cover for butterflies,

birds and pollinating insects.

The church also has constructed a

large pond with a waterfall and birdbath

and has reduced its use of fertilizers and

pesticides.

"Shelter and places to raise young

are provided by trees, bushes, grasses

and birdhouses," said' Debbie Foster, a

parish volunteer.

"Food is provided by using seed-

bearing native perennials in the garden

areas and berry-bearing trees on the

property," she said.

Sister Jay McCann, a member of the

Society of the Holy Child Jesus and head

of the parish gardening committee, said

she has seen an increase in the number
of birds and bird species on the property

due to the new habitat.

WANT MORE INFO?

To tour the St. Luke Church habitat or

for more information about the project,

contact Debbie Foster at (704) 841-1372

or fostdebbie@gmail.com.

135,000 people will read
these words this weeic!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rates - ear^for small businesses and

individuals, tool /Ti rk- j l 1 •

vixathoiic
Call (704) 370-3332 now! MIMMWiMHaBBEl

Abbotswood Senior Living!
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1- and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- FuU-time wellness director

- Month-to-mondi rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

^For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 AffiQISWOQD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

^5 3504 FUnt Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com
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Pictured is a section of the new wildlife-friendly habitat at St. Luke Church in Mint I

the church a F.A.I.T.H. certification from the North Carolina Wildlife Federation.

Courtesy Photo

II. The habitat earned

Space is limited! Call NOW
for your winter cruise to the sun !

The Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to leave winter behind and explore the

SOUTHERN eaRIBBEAN
and the PANAMA CANAL

January 31 - February II, 2008

Join Fr. Mo West and cruise from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

aboard Holland America's luxury ship ms Yolendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities in:

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Moon Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach

hammock, learn about Bahamian culture

* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a

submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical countryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy

beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jimgle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native

markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!

Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES airfare from Charlotte, all

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ship transfers, taxes, porterage and

all port charges! Optional: Arrange your own travel to Florida and save!

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332
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Fighting the

good fight

Judge encourages

pro-life advocates

at Room at the Inn

banquet

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Pro-life

advocates are "warriors" in the

fight against abortion. Judge

Andrew Napolitano said.

And that fight, he said, "is

one that must be taken to the

enemy at every opportunity, at

every turn."

Napolitano, an author and

Fox News Channel senior

judicial analyst, spoke to more
than 1,300 people attending the

1 3th annual banquet benefiting

Room at the Inn, held at the

Charlotte Convention Center

Oct. 11.

See PRO-LIFE, page 13

Standing for life

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Patrick Martin holds a pro-life sign

during a prayer vigil outside a

reproductive health clinic in Charlotte

Oct. 17.

FOR STORY, SEE PAGE 13.
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Visiting the ^city of churches'

Photo by Kevin E. MuRfw

Bishop Peter J. Jugis shakes hands with Catholicos Karekin II, head of the Armenian Apostolic Church, after receiving a cross

from the supreme pontiff during an ecumenical luncheon at the Duke Mansion in Charlotte Oct. 1 2.

Bishop Jugis

welcomes

Catholicos Karekin

II to Charlotte

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — A day

after joining interfaith leaders

at the Jefferson Memorial in

Washington, the head of the

Armenian Apostolic Church
joined Bishop Peter J. Jugis for

lunch in Charlotte.

Catholicos Karekin
II was the guest of honor
at an ecumenical luncheon

sponsored by the Diocese of

Charlotte and held at the Duke
Mansion in Charlotte Oct. 12.

Approximately 80 religious

and civic leaders took part in

the gathering.

"The culture ofthe southern

United States has always been

known for its spirit ofhospitality

and welcome ... . Today we
welcome you as a brother in

See KAREKIN, page 9

Beyond borders
Bolivian doctor studies in North

Carolirwiy thanks to local parishioner

BY SUSAN deGUZMAN
CORRESPONDENT

WINSTON-SALEM —
Dr. Guide Martinez had never

ridden on an airplane before his

flight to North Carolina earlier

this year.

Having had little

opportunity to travel far

beyond the borders of his

native Bolivia, he admitted to

feeling some fear. He would

be gone for 1 0 weeks, have no
family with him and know very

few people; he spoke only a

little English.

But a familiar face —
Dr. Mary Claire O'Brien, a

parishioner of St. Leo the Great

Church in Winston-Salem,
who had met Martinez during

See BOLIVIA, page 5

Dr. Guido Martinez of

Bolivia practices intubation

on a dummy patient

under the instruction of

Dr. John Reynolds, an

anesthesiologist in the

Winston-Salem area.

Martinez spent 1 0 weeks

studying the latest medical

techniques in Winston-

Salem, thanks to the

efforts of a local Catholic

doctor he met during a

mission trip to Bolivia.

Courtesy Photo by Roy Benson
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Celebrating service

Knights council celebrates 50

years in High Point
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Pope's second encyclical;
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In Brief
Current and upcomina topics

from around the world to your
own backyard

FROM FATIMA, FORWARD IN FAITH

CNS PHOTO BY Nacho Doce, Reuters

Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, the Vatican secretary of state, walks in front of a statue of Our Lady of Fatima

during the opening of the new Church of the Most Holy Trinity in Fatima, Portugal, Oct. 1 2.

Fatima's message is that following

Gospel is path to peace, pope says
FATIMA, Portugal (CNS) — The

heart of the message of Fatima is that

following the Gospel is the path to

authentic peace. Pope Benedict XVI said

in a message broadcast Oct. 14 at the

Marian shrine.

Marking the 90th anniversary of the

last apparition of Our Lady of Fatima to

three young children. Pope Benedict said

the shrine continues to echo Mary's call

to "her children to live their baptismal

consecration in every moment of their

existence."

"She is the refuge and the path that

leads to God," he told thousands of

pilgrims at the shrine for an anniversary

Mass and the dedication of a new shrine

church.

During his midday Angelus prayer

at the Vatican, the pope asked Mary
to give "all Christians the gift of true

conversion so that the perennial Gospel

message, which shows humanity the path

to authentic peace, would be proclaimed

and witnessed to with coherence and

fidelity."

Cardinal Bertone marked the 90th

anniversary of the last Fatima apparition

with a Mass Oct. 13, then dedicated the

new church Oct. 14.

In his homily Oct. 13, Cardinal

Bertone told an estimated 300,000
people gathered at the shrine that

while the Fatima apparitions marked a

"supernatural" sign from God "it would

be foolish to continue to ask indefinitely"

for more outward signs ofGod's presence

when the most effective signs of God's

love "are interior signs: the change of

hearts touched by the grace of God."

"Our Lady did not ask to be admired,

invoked or venerated," he said. "She

asked people to entrust themselves to her.

She asked that the hearts of individuals,

nations and all humanity would be

consecrated to her"

Passage of bill on affordable housing
called ^huge victory'

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Passage

by the House of Representatives of
legislation to increase the nation's

affordable housing stock is "a huge
victory for housing advocates," said

an official with the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops.

The National Affordable Housing
Trust Fund Act of 2007, which passed by
a 264-148 vote Oct. 10, would add 1.5

million affordable homes to the nation's

housing stock in the next 10 years.

It would require that at least 75

percent of the ftmds go to housing for

households defined as "extremely low-

income," those earning less than 30

percent of an area's median income.

Thomas Shellabarger, a policy

adviser in theUSCCB Office ofDomestic

Social Development, said the USCCB
and the National Housing Trust Fund
Campaign have "been working since

2001 on the passage of legislation to

establish a national housing trust fimd."

In a letter to House members shortly

Diocesan
planner

For more events taking place

in tlie Diocese of Charlotte,

visit www.charlottediocese.

org/calendarofevents-cn.

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — A Rachel's Vineyard Retreat

for Post-Abortive Women and Men will take

place in the Asheville area Nov. 2-4. For

more information, call the diocesan Respect

Life Office at (704) 370-3229 or e-mail

mnadol@ch£irlottediocese.org.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — A Pro-life Prayer Vigil will

take place through Nov. 4. It will be a 40-

day/24-hour peaceful prayer vigil in front of

an abortion center with pro-life participants

of many denominations. Together we can all

build a Culture of Life. For more information,

e-mail Diane Hoefling, 40 Days for Life

Charlotte media, at rhoef541@aol.com or call

(704) 541-3760 or (704) 519-8086. Also visit

www.40daysforlife.com.

CHARLOTTE — Consider setting aside

some personal time for reflection and attend

a women's retreat, "Made in God's Image,"

Nov. 10 in Biss Hall of St. Peter Church, 507

S. Tryon St. Parking is free in The Green parking

garage next door to the church. Sign in begins

at 8:30 a.m., the retreat begins at 9 a.m. ending

with Mass at 11:30 a.m. To register, e-mail
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before the vote, the head of the bishops'

Committee on Domestic Policy said

Catholic agencies, dioceses and parishes

see people every day who are affected by
the lack of affordable housing.

The church's experience has shown
that "inadequate, substandard housing

destroys lives, undermines families,

hurts communities and weakens the

social fabric of our nation," said Bishop

Nicholas DiMarzio of Brooklyn, N.Y.

"Despite our efforts — and the

efforts of so many others — there

continues to exist a severe shortage of

affordable housing nationwide."

Passage of the legislation would
present "a genuine opportunity to let the

American p6ople know" that the housing

needed by low-income families "is a

national priority," the bishop said.

Nationwide there are only 6.2

million homes rented at prices affordable

to the 9 million extremely low-income

renter households, leaving a shortage of

2.8 million homes.

retreat4women(§gmail.com or call the church
'

office at (704) 332-2901.

WINSTON-SALEM — The African American

Affairs Ministry of the Diocese of Charlotte

is hosting the first Diocesan Black Catholic

History Month Celebration, Nov. 17, 4-7 p.m., at

St. Benedict the Moor Church, 1625 East

12th St. This free event will feature cultural

foods, networking opportunities and informative

programs. As space is limited, registration is

required. Register by e-mail to Sandy Murdock at

spmurdock@charlottediocese.org or by voice mail

at (704) 370-3376. Please provide your name, »

number of attendees and a telephone number. |

CHARLOTTE — "Understanding Your Late-

Life Choices " will be presented in the ministry

center of St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence

Rd., Wednesdays, Oct. 24-Nov. 14, 10-11:30 a.m.

Attorney Bill Clayton will present ''Protecting

,

Your Assets " Oct. 24. There is no fee to attend, but 4,

reservations are appreciated. RSVP to the church"!

office at (704) 364-5431. For more information,

call Suzanne Bach at (704) 335-0253. ^

CHARLOTTE — St. Thomas Church, 1400

Suther Rd., will present "The Acts oftheApostles"

Wednesdays, 10-11:30 a.m., through Nov. 14.

This study program will include individual study,

small-group discussions and taped lectures. For

registration and more information, call Mary at

(704) 948-8285 or Angela at (704) 400-85 1 7. i

GREENSBORO VICARIATE 4
GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council o/|

Catholic Women will have its annual memorial

Mass for deceased members, family and friends

Nov. 14 at St. Benedict Church, 109 W. Smith

Street. The Mass will be celebrated at 12:15

p.m., followed by a bring-your-own lunch.

Refreshments and dessert will be provided. A
Christmas collection will be taken for a needy

family. For more information, please contact
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FROM THE VATICAN

Feeding the hungry

pope says for World
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Feeding

the hungry is not simply a logistical

and economic challenge, it is a moral

obligation. Pope Benedict XVI said.

In a message for the Oct. 16

celebration ofWorldFood Day, sponsored

by the U.N. Food and Agriculture

Organization, the pope said that perhaps

the failure to significantly reduce the rate

of malnutrition in the world is due to the

fact that too many people consider it a

"technical and economic" problem.

Individuals and nations, he said, must

give priority to "the ethical dimension

of feeding the hungry. This priority

relates to the feeling of compassion and

solidarity that is part of being hxaman,

leading to sharing with others not only

material goods, but also (sharing) the

love all of us need."

"Indeed, we give too little ifwe offer

only material goods," Pope Benedict

said in the message sent to Jacques

is moral obligation,

Food Day
Diouf, director-general of the Food and

Agriculture Organization.

The pope said studies ofthe situation

of the world's 850 million hungry people

demonstrate that a lack a food is not due

only to natural factors such as drought,

but is due "above all, to situations caused

by human behavior," including wars

that force people to flee their land and

their homes.

"The goal of eradicating hunger

and, at the same time, providing healthy

and sufficient diets, requires specific

methods and actions that would allow

for an exploitation of resources in a way
that respects the patrimony of creation,"

he said.

Pope Benedict called for scientists,

researchers and technology developers

to work in conjunction with farmers,

farmworkers and the indigenous who
know the "cycles and rhythms of nature"

and have protected them for centuries.

Cardinals tell bishops, chaplains

they must protect human rights
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Catholic Church and its members serving

in the military must be on the front line

of protecting human rights, said Cardinal

Giovanni Battista Re.

"The church, bearer of the human,

moral and spiritual values without which

it is impossible to build a worthy and true

human society — a family of families

— must be on the fi-ont line in supporting

a correct application ofhumanitarian law

in every circumstance," said the cardinal,

prefect of the Congregation for Bishops.

The cardinal spoke at the Oct.

12 opening of a two-day course in

humanitarian law offered to military

ordinaries and chaplains fi"om around the

world. Military ordinaries are bishops

responsible for the pastoral care of

Catholics in the armed forces.

The course brought together

about 80 participants fi-om more than

30 countries and included speakers

representing other religions and other

Christian communities, as well as

experts on international relations and on

humanitarian law.

Cardinal Re told the bishops and

priests that promoting human rights is

part of their pastoral role.

Cardinal Renato Martino, president

of the Pontifical Council for Justice and

Peace, told participants that religious

believers have a special obligation to work

together to defend the rights of all people.

The Congregation for Bishops,

the justice and peace council, and the

councils for interreligious dialogue

and for Christian unity co-sponsored

the course.

In a message sent to the meeting,

Pope Benedict XVI expressed his hope

that members of different religions

would work together for "the promotion

of the fiindamental value of peace, based

on truth, love, justice and fi-eedom."

Carmen Wood (336) 545-9266.

GREENSBORO — Young adults in their 20s,

30s and 40s are invited to come and experience

great speakers, excellent food and conversations at

Theology on Tap. ToT will meet Tuesdays, through

Nov. 13 at 6:45 p.m. for dinner and a social hour.

Speakers begin at 7:45 p.m. Each week we will

collect cranberry sauce and stuffing for Our Lady

of Grace Church's Thanksgiving baskets. For

more info e-mail greensborotot@yahoo.com, visit

vmw.triadcatholics.org or call (336) 286-3687.

HIGH POINT — Free Spanish Classes will be

offered at Immaculate Heart ofMary Church, 4145

Johnson St., Thursdays through Nov. 1, 7-8:30

p.m. All class materials are furnished. For more

information, call Nancy Skee at (336) 884-0522 or

e-mail nsskee@hotmail.com, or call Larry Kwan at

(336) 688-1220 or e-mail hlkwan@lexcominc.net.

HIGH POINT — Free Italian Classes will be

offered at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,

4145 Johnson St., Wednesdays through Nov. 7,

7-8 p.m. All class materials are furnished. For

more information, e-mail Gianfranco Vettor at

gvettor@yahoo.com or call Larry Kwan at

(336) 688-1220 or e-mail hlkwan@lexcominc.net.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY— A retreat, "Come see what the Lord

hasplannedforyou, " will be held Oct. 27, 10 a.m.-

3 p.m., in the Sebastian Chapel of St. Aloysius

Church, 921 Second Street NE. Each person

should bring a bag lunch; drinks will be provided.

The retreat is sponsored by the Christian Mothers

of St. Aloysius. For more information, call Ginnie

Stewart at (828) 324-2923.

HICKORY — The annual World Community
Day ecumenical worship service will be held at

St. Luke's United Methodist Church, 52 16th

Avenue NW, Nov. 2 at 7 p.m. With the theme

"Embracing Justice Under God's Tent," the focus

of this bilingual service will be on immigration

issues and will feature guest speaker Franciscan

Sister Andrea Inkrott, director for diocesan

Hispanic ministry. This event is sponsored by

more than 15 area churches. Childcare will be

provided, and refreshments will be served. For

more information, call Carole Marmorato at

(828) 256-8956.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MAGGIE VALLEY — Renew International's

"Why Catholic?" program will be presented at

St. Margaret of Scotland Church, 37 Murphy
Dr., through Nov. 26. Small, informal groups

will focus on the Apostles' Creed — What we
believe regarding the public life of Jesus, his

death and resurrection; the Holy Spirit and

the church; Mary, mother of Christ; and life

everlasting. Inactive Catholics and anyone

inquiring about the Catholic faith are also

encouraged to share this journey. Morning,

afternoon and evening groups are available.

For more information, call Sharon Foy at

(828) 926-9968.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WFNSTON-SALEM— Spirit ofAssisi presents

the Wednesday Lunch Series, 12:30-1:15 p.m.,

at the Fatima Chapel, 21 1 W. Thii-d St, Enjoy a

light lunch and free presentations on a variety

of topics. Rev. Tim Auman, chaplain at Wake
Forest University, will present "Interfaith

Dialogue: The Language of Community"
Oct. 24. Julie Ostergaard, campus minister

at Wake Forest University, will speak Oct.

31. You may call ahead to indicate your

attendance, but walk-ins are welcome. For

more information, e-mail Sister Kathy Ganiel at

spiritofassisi@bellsouth.net or call

(336) 723-1092.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event open to the general public? Deadline

for all submissions for the Diocesan Planner

is 10 days prior to desired publication date.

Submit in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@cliariottediocese.org or fax to

(704) 370-3382.

At the Church of the Nativity

Episcopal
calendar

Oct. 20 — 10 a.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. James Church, Concord

Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in

thefollowing events :

Oct. 23— 1:30 p.m.

Building Commission meeting

Pastoral Center, Charlotte

CNS PHOTO BY Kevin Fraver, Reuters

U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice stands next to Greek Orthodox Patriarch Theofilos III of Jerusalem

during her visit to the Church of the Nativity in the West Bank city of Bethlehem Oct. 1 7. Rice lit a candle

at the church and voiced hope that religion could be a force for reconciliation in the Middle East.

Pope names 23 cardinals, including two from U.S.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

Benedict XVI named 23 new cardinals,

including U.S. Archbishop John P.

Foley, grand master of the Knights

of the Holy Sepulcher, and U.S.

Archbishop Daniel N. DiNardo of

Galveston-Houston, the first cardinal

from a Texas diocese.

The pope announced the names at the

end of his weekly general audience Oct.

17 and said he would formally install the

cardinals during a special consistory at

the Vatican Nov. 24.

Cardinal-designate Foley was in St.

Peter's Square when the announcement

was made; he told Catholic News Service

he had gone into the square, wading into

the midst of the crowd, after going to a

doctor's appointment.

While rumors were running strong

that the pope would name cardinals at the

end of the audience and his nomination

was almost a given. Cardinal-designate

Foley said he was shocked to be the

second name announced by the pope.

The order in which the cardinals are

announced determines their seniority

in the College of Cardinals, which has

little practical effect except in liturgical

processions.

Oct. 22 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Immaculate Conception Church, Hendersonville

Oct. 25— 6 p.m.

Friends of Seminarians dinner

Bishop's residence, Charlotte

CORRECTIONS

In the Oct. 5 issue, the story "Golden Mercy: School celebrates 50th anniversary" stated Sandra McMonagie

served as principal of Our Lady of Mercy School for 13 years, Stie was principal at the school for 23 years.

In the Oct. 12 issue, the story "Good counsel; Diocese of Chariotte issues new/ guidelines for pastoral councils"

stated a training session for clergy will be on Nov 1 1 . It will actually be on Nov 1 5.

In the Oct. 12 issue, a photo caption listed Jesuit Father Joseph Kappes as celebrating 50 years as a Jesuit

priest. He actually celebrated 50 years as a Jesuit. He has served as a priest for 30 years.
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Building the foundation of faith

Endowment funds education in Salisbury

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — When Ed
Murphy created his endowment with

the Foundation for the Roman Catholic

Diocese of Charlotte, he hoped that he

would be able to serve the faithful for

many years to come.

Over the past 11 years, that dream

has been realized, and will continue to be

realized far into the future.

"Many people will leave gifts to the

Diocese of Charlotte in their estate plans,

but there are some who choose to set up

their endowments while they are still

alive," said Jim Kelley, director of the

diocesan development office.

Murphy was one such person, and

he was able to witness the fruits of

his generosity before his death earlier

this year.

In 1996, Murphy set up an
endowment divided into two components
— the Eleanor C. Murphy Educational

Endowment Fund and the Yates-Murphy

Educational Endowment Fund—through

a gift of stock, initially valued at

$428,000.

The Eleanor C. Murphy fund was
established to benefit Sacred Heart

Church in Salisbury, while the Yates-

Murphy fund benefits Holy Name Church

in New Bedford, Mass., Murphy's
childhood parish.

The endowments provide scholar-

ships for students ofeach parish's school,

for parishioners needing vocational

training and for seminary education.

"The two churches have received

About the foundation:

The diocesan foundation was incorporated

in 1994 to provide endowments for the

Diocese of Charlotte and its parishes,

agencies and organizations.

Currently, there are 158 endowments

in the foundation. An endowment is a

pemianent fund in which the principal is

never touched. The income may be used

in accordance with the wishes of the

donor organization or individual. Once an

endowment is established, anyone may

add to the fund.

Over the past 1 3 years, the foundation

has made available almost $4 million

in income through distributions from its

endowments.

more than $286,000 in income from the

endowment, while the principal amount
has grown to more than $584,000," said

Kelley. "Over time, these churches will

continue to receive income from this

endowment, which will eventually grow
into millions of dollars."

Murphy spent the better part of 50

years as an active member ofSacred Heart

Church. From serving on the original

parish council to singing in the choir.

Murphy and his late wife, Eleanor, were

involved in many ministries of the parish.

"Over the years, Ed became a

prominent member of the local Catholic

community," said Don Hodgens, an

attorney who helped Murphy set up the

endowment. "In his later years, he was
committed to the success of the Diocese

of Charlotte."

"He shared his wealth with many
charitable causes, both locally and
elsewhere, and he was always loyalto his

Catholic roots," he said.

"The principle use of the Eleanor

C. Murphy Educational Endowment has

been to benefit Sacred Heart School,"

said Father John Putnam, pastor of Sacred

Heart Church. "The fruit of this gift

has enabled many students, who would
otherwise not be able to afford a Catholic

school, to receive a Catholic education."

"The Murphys recognized the

benefits of Catholic education and
through their generosity, those benefits

will be shared with our young people for

years to come," Father Putnam said.

"Through his gift, Mr. Murphy left

a legacy that will help meet the needs

of individuals at both Sacred Heart and

Holy Name churches today and in the

fiiture," said Kelley. "More and more
parishioners across the diocese are

following Mr. Murphy's example by
remembering the church in their current

and future estate plans."

Currently, there are more than

850 members of the Catholic Heritage

Society — those people who have
designated a parish, school or entity in

the Diocese of Charlotte as a beneficiary

of their estate.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the diocesan

foundation and endowments, call Jim

Kelley at (704) 370-3301 or e-mail

jkkelley@charlottediocese.org.

Abbotswood Senior Living
Abbotswood at Irving Park enjoys an outstanding

reputation of over 18 years of exemplary retirement

living services. Join our independent seniors who enjoy:

- Largest 1 - and 2-bedroom floor plans in Irving Park

- Delicious, chef-created meals

- Full-time wellness director

- Month-to-month rentals with NO BUY-IN FEES
- And, optional in-home health care services

For your personal tour, Call Kathie Woelk, parishioner at St. Pius X in Greensboro.

(336) 282-8870 ABBOTSWOOD
at Irving Park

The onlyfull service retirement living address in the heart of Irving Park

3504 Flint Street • Greensboro, NC 27405 • www.kiscoseniorliving.com

Renewing baptismal promises

Photo by Carole McGrotty

Bishop Peter 1. Jugis lays hands on Mary Margaret Everist during the sacrament of confirmation at the

Basilica of St. Lawrence in Asheville Sept. 8. Mary Margaret was one of seven youths confirmed by the

bishop during the celebration.

Confirmation, along with baptism and Communion, is one of the three sacraments of initiation. Confirmation

confirms the baptismal promises, and it usually is administered during the teen years to those baptized

in infancy

A reception was held for the newly confirmed in the parish hall after the Mass. 1

I

Spend springtime
in the Alps!

Discover spectacular

Switzerland, Austria and Bavaria
with the Diocese of Charlotte and Pr, Mo West

April 30 ~™ May 9, 2008

Bringfamily and
friends to experience

the area 's breathtaking

scenery, the rich culture

of the old-world cities,

and the charm of the

Alpine villages and
their people!

Your 10-day, fully-escorted experience features daily excursions based
out of 2 centrally-located "hub cities" - Bern, Switzerland and Innsbruck,

Austria. That means less packing and more time to explore Lucerne,

Montreux, Interlaken, Gindelwald, Salzburg and Oberammergau as well!

Highlights of this itinerary include:
- GoldenPass Panoramic Train ride past wood chalets and magnificent views on the way
to Gstaad, world-famous Alpine resort

- sightseeing tour of Bern's historical Old Town, its famous sights of today, and the

medieval Chateau de Chillon on the shores of Lake Geneva
- a very special "Language Discovery Experience" enhances our interaction with locals

- a full tour of Lucerne as we explore the hidden treasures of its 800-year history,

including the famous rock-carved Lion Monument
- charming hiterlaken and the Bernese Oberland area - plus a stop in the lakeside town
of Brienz to see its famous woodcarving

- a visit to Grindelwald, the charming Alpine village nestled at the base of the

magnificent Jxmgfrau, here rising to 13,600 feet!

- a guided tour of the Olympic city of Innsbruck, Austria, the "capital of the Tyrol"

- Salzburg enchants us with beautiful gaurdens (including Mirabell Gardens seen in the

"Sound of Music"), the site of Mozart's birthplace, and numerous other highlights

- a photographic stop at Bavaria's most famous Neuschwanstein Castle on our way to

Oberammergau, home of the world-famous Passion Play

- plus leisure time to shop and explore these exciting sites on your own!

All-inclusive price: Only $2,699 from Charlotte INCLUDES airfare; all air

taxes/ surcharges and fees; hotel transfers; most meals; fulltime tour manager/ escort;

first class hotels; all guides and admission fees. Travel insurance is extra.

Space is very limited! A $250 deposit is due before November 30 so

CALL NOW for a brochure: Cindi Feerick at the diocese: (704) 370-3332
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Bolivian doctor studies in

N.C., thanks to parishioner

BOLIVIA, from page 1

a mission trip to Bolivia— was waiting

for him when he finally got off the plane

in North Carolina in January.

Soon Martinez began his studies with

physicians in Winston-Salem— all with

the hope of learning medical advances to

benefit his patients back home.

"I love being a doctor. I love helping

people," said Martinez. "There are a

lot of people who need medical help in

Bolivia, and many do not have the money
for it."

The majority of Bolivia's 9 million

people— most ofwhom are Catholic—
live in poverty and can spend a month's

salary on one visit to a medical specialist.

Martinez, a general practitioner at a

clinic, often treats people for free,

but it is difficult to help them acquire

needed medicine.

Bolivia has a number ofserious health

concerns, including infant mortality,

malaria, tuberculosis, chronic malnutrition

and Chagas' disease— a parasitic disease

that afflicts many in South America,

including Martinez's father.

The Bolivian government provides

very basic care for children up to 5 years

old, pregnant women and people 65 years

and older. Life expectancy in Bolivia is

approximately 63 years for men and 68

years for women.
Medical assistance was a large focus

of St. Leo the Great Church's March
2006 mission trip to El Tomo, a small

city 40 miles fi-om Santa Cruz, Bolivia's

largest city.

O'Brien was part of the group that

included physicians, nurses, translators,

facilitators and Father Thomas Kessler,

then-pastor. Within a week, they saw 446

patients and performed 14 surgeries.

The procedures took place at the

Clinica Santiago Apostal in El Tomo,
where O'Brien and Martinez first met.

O'Brien is fluent in Spanish, and Martinez

is also fluent in the two main native

languages, Quechua and Aymara.

While the mission group helped

many people in El Torno, O'Brien
returned home feeling conflicted.

"I thought, it's good for me (to have

helped with the medical needs) but what

does it do for them?" she said, adding that

she knew there was so much to be done.

O'Brien conceived the idea of

bringing Martinez to the United States.

Here he could learn about different

medical procedures to take home and put

into practice. He could then share them

with his fellow physicians.

Wake Forest University offers a

Visiting International Faculty program for

Voices and Places

ofThe People of God
Makes a great Christmas Gift!

THt DIOCESH Of CHAHlOTTE

The Diocese of

Charlotte's

35th Anniversary Book

More than 35 Spiritual

Reflections from clergy

and laity including:

Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Bishop Emeritus William
G. Curlin

Archbishop John F.

Donoghue

Historical photos and
interesting facts about the

founding of the diocese

and its growth

—

Read an excerpt or place your order at www.Ciiarlottediocese.org.

$25.99 - plus tax and shipping (allow 2 weeks for delivery)

Courtesy Photo by Roy Benson

Dr. Guide Martinez from Bolivia and Dr. Mary Claire O'Brien of Winston-Salem stand in tfie emergency

room of Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center.

teachers from other nations, so O'Brien

planned and wrote the curriculum for

Martinez's visit. She formally presented

a request to Dr. William Applegate, dean

of the university's School of Medicine,

to grant Martinez a visiting international

faculty designation.

O'Brien also applied for a scholarship

on Martinez's behalf to cover his travel,

books and living expenses. Her next step

was to gather supporting paperwork for

his visit and to write to the embassy in

Bolivia, describing the program.

After a complicated, 10-month
process, the visa was processed and

approved. In order to acquire it, Martinez

had to travel 1 8 hours each way on a bus

to the U.S. embassy in La Paz.

Advancing medicine

While at Wake Forest University

Baptist Medical Center, Martinez focused

most of his studies on emergency care

with a specialty in cardiology. He
shadowed O'Brien and other physicians

in the emergency room, and spent time

in a variety of departments and clinics of

the medical school, the hospital and other

medical practices in Winston-Salem.

Martinez learned about treatments

for rheumatoid arthritis, a condition

affecting many Bolivian women in their

20s; he also spent time with Dr. Ray
Kuhn, a professor at the medical school

specializing in Chagas' disease, who
taught him about new research.

"I have been learning a great many
things while I have been here, but a little

piece ofme knows the limitations," said

Martinez. "However, I have definitely

learned enough to do something more for

my people."

When Martinez was given the

chance to lecture to three classes of

Spanish-speaking residents, he told them

about Chagas' disease and its effects on

the people of Bolivia.

Martinez would like to specialize

in cardiology, but acquiring such a

specialized degree in Bolivia is expensive

and competitive. There are only two

training positions available in the field

each year in Santa Cruz.

"You either have to be influential

or know someone of infiuence to be

considered," he said.

His time in North Carolina was more
than just study— he took part in a Super

Bowl party, went kayaking and attended

college basketball games. He saw his

first giraffe at a local zoo and ate his first

Krispy Kreme doughtnut.

The biggest culture shock, he

admitted, was a trip to Wal-Mart.

Martinez was given a number of

items to take home to Bolivia, including

medical tools and textbooks, a laptop

computer and two personal digital

assistants downloaded with medical

instructional material.

Martinez said he was in awe of and

grateful for the generosity bestowed

upon him by O'Brien and others.

"People (in Bolivia) are occupied with

their own families and it is not ordinary to

go out ofyour way for someone outside of

your family," he said.

O'Brien told him that thanks were

not necessary.

"Inviting you here was a little selfish

on my part," she admitted. "Your patients

in Bolivia are my patients, too. Tell them

I think of them and pray for them. I will

not forget them. They are in my heart

always."

"I can't be in Bolivia ... so I ask you

to be my hands, and to give them my
heart," she said.

COME TO LOURDES
plus Paris and Nevers

with Father John Putnam, Pastor, Sacred Heart Church, Salisbury

February 13-21, 2008

$2,698 plus taxes includes: roundtrip airfare from Charlotte;

5 nights in Lourdes; 2 nights in Paris; breakfast and dinner daily

Call Patti Dameron - (336) 413-8127

(This is a privately-sponsored trip, not associated with the Diocese of Chariotte.)
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Diocese places priest on

leave due to allegation

Alleged incident from 47 years ago under investigation

by priest's order

CHARLOTTE — The Diocese
of Charlotte has placed a priest on

administrative leave after receiving an

allegation of sexual abuse.

The diocese placed Oblate Father

Albert Gondek, pastor ofOur Lady ofthe

Rosary Church in Lexington, on leave

Oct. 12, and has been in communication

with his religious order, the Oblates of

St. Francis de Sales in Delaware.

The allegation, made by a 59-

year-old Delaware man, involved an

incident he said took place 47 years ago

at a summer camp in Maryland. Father

Gondek was a seminary student at

the time.

Father Gondek denies the allegation.

A letter about the allegation was
faxed to the diocese from Wilmington,

Del., by the man's attorney, who later

held a press conference to make public

the allegation.

Theman claims he also was abusedby
another priest at a parish in Wilmington.

As a result of the initial allegation,

and in keeping with its commitment to the

U.S. bishops ' Charter for the Protection of

Children and Young People, the Diocese

of Charlotte immediately placed Father

Gondek on administrative leave.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis had a meeting

with interested parishioners at Our
Lady of the Rosary Church Oct. 14 and

informed them of the allegation and the

diocese's response.

The Diocese of Charlotte is currently

awaiting results of an investigation being

conducted by the Oblates of St. Francis

de Sales.

Father Gondek has served as pastor

of Our Lady of the Rosary Church
since 1998. He served as president of

the Greater Lexington Area Ministerial

Association for a year and served on the

Lexington Human Relations Commission
for eight years.

He has been an active participant

in the Latino Roundtable, a group

of community leaders who focus

on welcoming Hispanics into the

community.

A statement issued by Our Lady
of the Rosary Church's parish council

expressed sadness over the allegation and

defended Father Gondek's service to the

parish and community.

"Father Al's nine years as our pastor

have been characterized by a desire for

unity, and he has worked tirelessly to

"We ask the community
to pray for Father Al and
for US."

— Statement from Our Lady
of the Rosary Church

parish council

energize our parish for greater spiritual

growth, community involvement and

personal interaction," said the statement.

Shortly after arriving in Lexington,

Father Gondek created the Salesian

Award, named in honor of St. Francis de

Sales, the patron saint of the Oblates of

St. Francis de Sales. The awardrecognizes

a church memberwho shows compassion,

kindness, loyalty and dedication.

"Regardless of our parish endeavors,

Father Al has always reminded us of the

importance of faith and of prayer," said

the parish council statement.

"In our pastor's absence, the

parishioners of Our Lady of the Rosary

Church are resolved to continue his

mission. We ask the community to pray

for Father Al and for us," it said.

Weekend Masses at Our Lady of

the Rosary Church will continue to take

place at their regularly scheduled times.

C
C
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Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Attention: Homeowners. ..Have a plumbing problem? Don't PanicU

"How To Get A Top Talent Plumber To
Show Up On-Time So You Don't Waste Time"

You have a busy schcdu'e and value your time. Most plumbing companies won't give you a real

appointrneni time and keep you waiting all day for a plumber to show up. Now there's a new way to get

your plumbing problem fixed, save nioney, and get a precise Appointment Window so you don't have to

waste time waiting.

Three-Way Plumbing Services, Inc.

We're The Good Guys Your Friends Told You About®

(704) 535-4795 charlotte (704) 795-9349 concord

Serving MecMenburg and Cabarrus counties

www.3wayplumbing.com Proud member of St. James Church

DIOCESAN REQUIREMENTS FOR REPORTING MINISTRY-RELATED
SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR
1 . Any individual having actual knowledge of or reasonable cause to suspect an incident

of ministry-related sexual abuse is to immediately report the incident to the Chancery.

2. The Chancery will then report the incident to the proper civil authorities. The individual

reporting the incident to the Chancery will be notified of the particulars regarding the

Chancery's filing of the incident with civil authorities.

3. This reporting requirement is not intended to supersede the right of an individual to

make a report to civil authority, but is to ensure proper, complete and timely reporting.

Should an individual choose to make a report to civil authority, a report is still to be made
to the Chancery.

Travel with other Catholics July 13, 2008

Canadian Rockies Tour

Offers 'Cool' Vacation

14 Days from$999*
Join your Catholic Chaplain Father Aaron Kriss and other Roman Catholics. Fly into Sioux Falls,

SD for a scenic three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta. En route visit Fargo and Bismarck, ND; then

north to Saskatchewan to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police Academy. Highlights include Lake

Louise; Banff National Park; ride a SnoCoach over the Columbia Ice Fields; Canmore, Alberta;

Waterton Lakes National Park; Kananaskis Country; Helena and Billings MT; Custer's battlefield at

the Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial;

legendary Badlands National Park; and more! Includes 13 nights hotels, baggage handling, and

lots of motor coach sight-seeing. Farther Kriss is pastor of Holy Martyrs Roman Catholic Church in

Tarentum, PA. *Per person, double occupancy plus $149 tax, service, gov't fees. Add $600

airfare from Chariotte.

For brochure, information, and letter from Father Kriss call 7 days a week:

YMT Vacations 1-800-736-7300

Limited Availability! Reserve your space now!

The African American Affairs Ministry

of the Diocese of Charlotte
invites you to bringfamily andfriends to celebrate the life

and legacy ofDr. Martin Luther King, fr. as we

visit the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site in Atlanta

January 19-20, 2008
Join us as we learn about Dr. King's life and his influence on others by visiting:

Martin Luther King, Jr. Visitor Center

The visitor center features the permanent exhibit "Children of Courage" and the exhibit

entitled "Courage To Lead," which follows the parallel paths of Dr. Martin Luther King,

Jr and the Civil Rights Movement. Also, walk down "Freedom Road." While at The

King Center, we will visit the final resting place of Dr. King and Mrs. Coretta Scott King,

and see exhibits about him, Mrs. King, and Mahatma Gandhi.

Historic Ebenezer Baptist Churcli

Dr. King, his father and grandfather, Rev.A.D. Williams, preached here.

The Birth Home of Dr. King

This home may be visited only with a park ranger-led tour.

Your two days will include the following:

* Round trip deluxe motorcoach transportation from Charlotte (and possibly from Greensboro and/or

Winston-Salem, if needed)

* Memorial Eucharistic Celebration for Dr. King at the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception with

Archbishop Winton Gregory - Saturday mid-day

* Sightseeing/shopping Saturday afternoon - early evening

* Ovemight hotel accommodations at the Embassy Suites - Buckhead

* Full Breakfast Sunday at hotel

* Six hour visit to the National Martin Luther King Jr Memorial with the aid of a GPS Ranger (The GPS Ranger is a

self-guided multimedia device that guides you through the historic Sweet Auburn Area. Hear Dr. King's message

of social justice and equality, view images of the civil rights movement, and experience the aftermath of his

Untimely death, all in the palm of your hand.)

* Motorcoach tour of the Atlanta University Center - Spellman College, Moris Brown College, Morehouse College,

Clark University, and the Lyke Center.

* Dinner - Sunday evening

All inclusive price: Only $95 per person (double, triple, or quad)

$130 per person single

Space is limited! Deposit of $50 due by November 17

Note: balance due before December 17, 2007

Call 704-370-3267 (voicemail) or spmurdock@chariottediocese.org for

registration form. Check/money order made payable to: African-American Affairs

Ministry. Send fomi and payment to: AAAM-MLK Program, Diocese of Charlotte,

1123 S. Church St., Chariotte, NC 28203.

Full payment necessary to confirm space.
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Columbiette helps Crisis Control

Courtesy Photo

Ruth Bailey (right), a member ofthe Columbiettes Council 8509 at Holy Cross Church

in Kernersville, presents a $128.55 check Sept. 24 to Kathy Hojfner, manager ofCrisis

Control Ministry's East Forsyth office in Kernersville. Crisis Control Ministry is a

Christian-based ministry that assists people in crisis to meet essential life needs and

to become self-sufficient.

Bailey, who has volunteered with Crisis Control Ministry for 17 years, collects

aluminum cam and donates the proceeds to the ministry.

She also organizes the Columbiettes ' "Highway Clean Up, " among other activities.

The Columbiettes is the women 's auxiliary group ofthe Knights ofColumbus.

Knights of Columbus give funds to Catholic Daughters

STATESVILLE — The Knights of

Columbus have presented a check to the

Catholic Daughters of the Americas.

Knights of Columbus St. James
Council 7152 raised $525 during a recent

bake sale at St. Philip the Apostle Church

in Statesville.

The council presented a check to the

Catholic Daughters court at the parish.

Headquartered in New York, the

Catholic Daughters was founded in

1903 by John Carberry and several other

Knights of Columbus as a charitable,

benevolent and patriotic sorority for

Catholic women.
Today, the organization has nearly

95,000 members in 1,400 courts in the

United States, Puerto Rico, Mexico, the

Dominican Republic, Guam, Saipan and

the Virgin Islands.

There are currently about 755 Catholic

Daughters in North Carolina, representing

15 courts from Elizabeth City in the

east to Bryson City in the west.

ATTENTION READERS!

HAVE A STORY TO SHARE?

Do you have a story to share with The Catholic News & Herald? Do you know of people who

are living the tenets of their faith? Do you have photos of a parish- or ministry-based event?

If so, please share them with us.

Contact Staff Writer Karen Evans at (704) 370-3354 or kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

We're finaUy openwIMMACULATA
dAT-MOLIC: CO-

BlGGER & NEW LOCATION!
1 123 South Church St., Charlotte

(atthe Diocesan Pastoral Center, one block off Morehead St.)

Your COMPLETE CATHOLIC store!
* Extensive book selection * Unique cards, rosaries, medals

* Beautiful Catholic art * Gifts for every special occasion

* Used book bargains *
. . .and a kids' play area!

Special orders and mail orders, too!

hours: Mon-Fri- 9-5:30 Sat. 10-2 704-651-1854

Celebrating service

CouRTBY Photo

Knights of Colurnbus honor guards Joe Deering, Frank Skinner and Lloyd Edmonds are pictured during

the 50th anniversary celebration of Bishop Hafey Council 4507 in High Point Oct. 6.

Knights of Columbus council celebrates

50 years in High Point
HIGH POINT — A Mass followed

by singing, dancing and reminiscing

highlighted the 50th anniversary of

Bishop Hafey Council 4507 of the

Knights of Columbus.

The celebration began with Mass
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in

High Point Oct. 6. Members ofthe North

Carolina Knights of Columbus Chorale

led the congregation in liturgical song.

After the Mass, a banquet and dance

were held at the Women's Club of High

Point to honor current and past members,

grand knights, chaplains and charter

members. Special guests included John

Gouldie, state deputy for the Knights.

Also present was Oblate Father Jack

Kelly, pastor of Immaculate Heart of

Mary Church, and the parish's deacons.

Deacons Walter Haarsgard, Thomas
Kak, Joseph Smith and Fred Scarletto,

council chaplain.

Grand Knight Bob Korabek spoke

on the history and highlights of the

progressive council, which has received

numerous awards over its 50 years. The
council holds the outstanding record in

fundraising for individuals with special

needs through the Knights' Operation

L.A.M.B. program.

Gouldie presented the Star

Council Award, the Knights supreme

council's highest honor, to the council

for membership quotas and activity

achievements for 2006-07.

The Knights of Columbus is a

Catholic fraternal organization founded

in the United States in 1882.

Most of its 1.6 million members are

in the United States, but it has councils in

Canada, Mexico, Philippines, Dominican

Republic, Puerto Rico, Panama, the

Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, Guatemala,

Guam, Saipan and Poland, as well.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on Bishop Hafey

Council 4507, visit www.ihmchurch.

org/KOC.htm.

Courtesy Photo

Knights of Columbus State Deputy John Gouldie pr-

Knight Frank Weithofer the Star Council Award durin*

Point Oct. 6.-

^nts Bishop Hafey Council 4507's past Grand

council's 50th anniversary celebration in High
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Winds of change
Armenian patriarch, interfaith leaders

gather at Jefferson Memorial
By mark PATTISON
catholic news service

WASHINGTON — During
Catholicos Karekin II's visit to

Washington Oct. 11, the wind whipping

through the nation's capital may have

threatened to send hats and papers flying,

but the commitment to religious freedom

of interfaith leaders gathered with him

at the Jefferson Memorial remained

firmly grounded.

Standing in front ofthe memorial, the

Armenian Apostolic Church's reigning

patriarch since 1999 and an assemblage

of U.S. religious leaders gave tribute

both to freedom of religious expression

and to Thomas Jefferson, hailed as the

United States' guarantor of constitutional

religious freedom for promoting the

separation of church and state.

"I like the dreams of the fixture

better than the history of the past," said

Catholicos Karekin, quoting Jefferson

through an interpreter.

Speaking for himself, he added that

in guaranteeing religious freedom, "we
do not reduce the rights of the one, or the

established."

He added there were 60 different

"legally registered" religious groups

now in Armenia, 95 percent of whose
population are adherents of the Armenian

Apostolic Church, which is an ancient and

independent Oriental Orthodox church.

Catholicos Karekin had a White

House visit scheduled shortly after

the welcoming ceremony at the

Jefferson Memorial.

A letter ofwelcome from Archbishop

Donald W. Wuerl ofWashington, read by

Washington Auxiliary Bishop Martin

D. Holley, expressed the archbishop's

"spiritual solidarity" with Catholicos

Karekin, who met with Pope John Paul 11

in 2001 when the pope visited Armenia.

Americans, Archbishop Wuerl
said, are "a people who recognize the

sovereignty ofGod and God's law in our

personal and communal life."

Archbishop Wuerl noted the

"Catholic colony" of Maryland was
created in 1634, and that it became "the

first state to grant religious freedom to all

its inhabitants."

Rabbi David Saperstein, head
of the Religious Action Center for

Reform Judaism, took on a personal

tone, recalling how Armenian-Jewish

relations were fostered in his boyhood
neighborhood by an Armenian family

who lived near his home.

While he confessed that as a

youngster he would hang out in the

Armenian family's kitchen in hopes of

getting some tasty freats, the father of the

family showed "a respect for a 10-year-

old's thoughts that was rare," he said.

"Armenians must be the 1 0 lost tribes

of Israel," Rabbi Saperstein remembered

the father saying once.

"We are a people small in number
who love culture and art and excel in

them. ... We excel in education. ... We
embrace within our religious traditions

the important freedoms that America has

given us," he said.

"Because we are created in the

image of the divine," Rabbi Saperstein

said, "we are created with certain

unalienable rights."

Rajwant Singh, president of the Sikh

Council on Religion and Education,

noted how the Armenian penchant

for religious freedom for those of

other faiths is replicated in the Eastern

religious tradition.

"Religious freedom automatically

allows religious diversity," Singh said.

TliEORATORY
434 Charlotte Avenue, P.O. Box 1 1 586

Rock Hill,SC 2973-1586

(803) 327-2097 rockhilloratory.com

Sister Helen Prejean

Saturday, October 27 - 6pm atThe Oratory
Sister Helen will participate in the 6 pm

liturgy at the Oratory church.

Monday, October 29-7 pm
at Winthrop University,Tillman Auditorium

Sister Helen will offer a major presentation on
capital punishment. Her talk is free and open to the public.

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Habing

Rabbi Arthur Schneier (right) adjusts the hood of Catholicos Karekin II, head of the Armenian Apostolic

Church, as the wind blows during a press conference on religious freedom at the Jefferson Memorial in

Washington Oct. 1 1 . Also pictured are Archbishop Vicken Aykazian of the Armenian Church of America

and Catholic Auxiliary Bishop Martin D. Holley of Washington.

adding that since the first U.S. Sikh

temple was build in 1914 more than 200

have been established.

Alluding to his canary-yellow
turban, Singh said, "Every day I am
challenged."

Turban-wearing U.S. Sikhs often

face scorn and derision and often are

mistaken for Muslims in the aftermath of

the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks carried out by

terrorists from Middle Eastern counfries.

"9/11 has challenged America,"

Singh added.

Still, he said, "I am able to wear

my religious identity with pride, and

still call myself an American ... and that

is only possible thanks to the vision of

Thomas Jefferson."

Sayyid M. Syeed, representing

the Islamic Society of North America,

quoted Jefferson as saying that America

welcomes the practitioners of all manner
of religious belief as well as "the infidels

in its dominion."

Maureen Shea, representing the

Episcopal Church in America, praised

what has been nearly a century of

Episcopal-Armenian collaboration.

She identified Jefferson as an

Episcopalian, adding that "like many,

though, he had some disagreements with

his church."

Most Rev. Peter J. Jugis
Bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte

Invites ^ou On <PiCgrimage 'To 'The

^gtd jfitemationaC

^ucfiaristic Congress
Celebrating the 400"^ Anniversary of Quebec

.SVe Anitc tie Beauprc. Quebec St. Joseph On

June 14-23, 2008'Your 10 (Day (Pilgrimage Tour IncCudes:

r Round n ip scheduled <iir iVoin Chaiiotle to Montreal

^ Nine (9) nights hotel accommodations at the 4 star Chateau Laurier Hotel, Quebec City (or similar)

>- Sightseeing tour of Quebec including: the Citadellc, Plains ol Abrahain,

Chateau Frontenac. and Nolre-Dame des Victoires Church

> Half day trip to the Shrine of St. Anne de Beauprc

r Evening tour to the lie d'Orleans with dinner in a traditional "Sugar Shack"

> Deluxe coach for round trip airport transfer f rom Montreal to Quebec City

r- Hotel porterage for I piece of luggage per person and local taxes

r Registration fee to attend the Eucharistic Congress:

> A week long experience of faith centered on the Eucharist

>Closing Eucharistic celebration on the Plains of Abraham

>- Visit the Quebec Eucharistic Congress website. www.cei2()()8.ca for more details

Deposit by Ocloher 3

1

for special raw of i>nl\-:

$2,899'^

Call Corporate Travel at 800-727-1999; ext. 121 to book today - Limited AvailabUity
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Bishop Jugis welcomes Catholicos Karekin to Charlotte

KAREKiN, from page 1 "You Kave coiTie, youF holiness, to Charlotte,

which is known as the 'city of churches.'"

— Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Abbot Placid Solari (right) of Belmont Abbey greets Catholicos Karekin II, head of the Armenian Apostolic

Church, during an ecumenical luncheon sponsored by the Diocese of Charlotte at the Duke Mansion

in Charlotte Oct. 12. Also pictured are Archbishop Khajag Barsamian (left) of the Armenian Apostolic

Church, and Bishop Peter J. Jugis.

Christ into our home," said Bishop Jugis

during his welcoming remarks.

The presence of Catholicos Karekin,

the reigning patriarch of Armenians
worldwide since 1 999, was part of his

month-long pontifical visit to Armenian

churches throughout the United States.

Catholicos Karekin's U.S. tour took

him to Washington Oct. 9, where he

joined an assemblage of U.S. religious

leaders at the Jefferson Memorial before

a visit to the White House Oct. 11.

He spent the next few days in

Charlotte, where he conducted a service

at St. Sarkis Armenian Church Oct. 12.

The ecumenical luncheon at the Duke
Mansion showcased many of the diverse

faiths that comprise the Queen City.

Guests included Bishop Emeritus

William G. Curlin and Msgr. Mauricio

W. West, vicar general and chancellor of

the Diocese of Charlotte.

Also in attendance were Right Rev.

William O. Gregg, assistant bishop of

the Episcopal Diocese ofNorth Carolina;

Rabbi Murray Ezring of Temple Israel

in Charlotte; and Rev. Gregory Busby,

pastor of First United Presbyterian

Church in Charlotte.

Local community leaders included

Charlotte City Councilwoman Nancy
Carter and Charlotte Mecklenburg
Schools Superintendent Peter Gorman.

"You have come, your holiness, to

Charlotte, which is known as the 'city of

churches,'" said Bishop Jugis.

"The new St. Sarkis Church is

another welcome witness to the presence

ofChrist and his love in our community,"

said the bishop.

Catholicos Karekin said that the

spirit of brotherhood is "very obvious"

in the United States and praised the

country's religious diversity.

And, as he did in Washington,
Catholicos Karekin praised Thomas
Jefferson, hailed as the United States'

guarantor of constitutional religious

fi-eedom for promoting the separation of

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — During an
ecumenical luncheon at the Duke Mansion
Oct. 12, the head of the Armenian
Apostolic Church spoke favorably about

a U.S. House panel vote regarding the

century-old deaths ofArmenians.

Catholicos Karekin said he was
pleased with the House Foreign Affairs

Committee's recent approval of a

measure describing as genocide the

deaths of 1.5 million Armenians by
Ottoman Turks during World War L

Approved by a vote of 27-21 Oct.

10, the House panel will send the

church and state.

Catholicos Karekin then referred

to the bouquets of flowers adorning the

tables as a metaphor for the Charlotte-area

churches, both Armenian and others.

"The different churches are like these

flowers," he said, noting that the joining

ofmany flowers made the bouquets more
beautifiil and appealing.

"Our churches put great effort

to overcoming our differences and
respecting each other and share our love

of God," he said.

The blessings resulting fi-om such

cooperation would multiply, he said, if

nations and governments cooperate and

understand each other.

measure to the fiill House for a vote. The

Bush administration, fearing its passage

would harm U.S. relations with Turkey
— a key ally in NATO and in the global

war on terror — pressured Democratic

leaders not to schedule a vote.

Although several Democrats have

now withdrawn their support for the vote.

House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, D-

Md., said Oct. 16 that the plan remained

to vote on the measure before Congress

adjourns by the end of the year.

But, he added, "there are a number
of people who are revisiting their own
positions, and we'll have to determine

where everyone is," he said.

Turkey denies the deaths constituted

People close to God

The Armenian Apostolic Church
is one of six of the Oriental Orthodox

churches that split with Rome in the fifth

century over formulas for expressing the

nature of Christ. In agreements reached

recently, those differences have largely

disappeared.

Today the Armenian Apostolic

Church and the much smaller Armenian
Catholic Church are virtually identical

in tradition, liturgy and spirituality. The
main remaining difference is recognition

of papal primacy.

In recent years, theArmenianApostolic

Church has improved its relations with the

genocide, saying that the toll has been

inflated and that those killed were
victims of civil war and unrest.

Catholicos Karekin said the House
panel's decision righted an injustice and

helped relieve the "pain (Armenian)

people have in their hearts" after more
than 90 years since the killings.

It brings "consolation to the souls of

the victims and the survivors," he said.

The vote is important not just

for Armenians but for all peoples, he

said, to ensure such tragedy does not

happen again.

Contributing to this article was the

Associated Press.

Vatican. Catholicos Karekin welcomed
Pope John Paul II at the airport during his

2001 visit to Armenia, and invited Pope

John Paul to stay at his residence— a first

in papal travels.

The Mass, at the Armenian Apostolic

headquarters, made ecumenical history,

too. It was the first time a pope had

celebrated the liturgy on the main altar of

a separated bishop.

Catholicos Karekin welcomed the

pope fi-om the altar at the start of the

liturgy, then took a seat in the front row.

He did not take Communion, but joined

the pontiff on the altar for the kiss of

peace and a final blessing.

Pope John Paul said his presence

was a "wonderfiil sign of our common
faith."

"My own heart is eager to hasten the

day when we shall celebrate together the

Divine Sacrifice which makes us all one.

At this altar, which is your altar, 1 beg

the Lord to forgive us our past failings

against unity and to lead us to the love that

overcomes barriers," the pope said.

During the luncheon in Charlotte,

Armenian-Americans said they were
inspired by the supreme patriarch's visit

and words of religious tolerance and

solidarity. They responded to his remarks

with enthusiastic applause.

"These are the times that make you
realize that no matter who tries to devour

us through hatred, we are still here, fall

of love and compassion," said Gregory

Avedissian, a member of the Armenian
Church ofAtlanta, Ga., who attended the

luncheon in Charlotte.

Ecumenical gatherings such as the

luncheon in Charlotte help people of

different faiths understand each other,

said Avedissian.

"It's the unknown factor that helps

create hatred between people. When we
get to know one another, animosity can

disappear," he said.

"These gatherings renew our faith

and enrich the spirit. When you're with

people who are close to God, you feel

closer to God," said Avedissian.

Contributing to this article was
Catholic News Service.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Catholicos Karekin II, head of the Armenian

Apostolic Church, speaks during an ecumenical

luncheon sponsored by the Diocese of Charlotte

at the Duke Mansion in Charlotte Oct. 1 2.

Catholicos Karekin favors House vote

on WWI-era killings ofArmenians
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Pope completes second encyclical, a

meditation on Christian hope
BYjOHNTHAVIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Pope Benedict

Xyihas completed his second encyclical,

a meditation on Christian hope, Vatican

sources said.

The text, tentatively titled "Spe
Salvi" ("Saved by Hope"), is about 65

pages, sources said Oct. 16. No release

date has been set for the document.

The working title comes from St.

Paul's letter to the Romans, in which he

wrote: "For in hope we have been saved."

The encyclical is said to explore the

Christian understanding of hope, with

reference to modem philosophy and the

challenges of disbelief.

The pope worked on the encyclical

this summer, when he had time to write

during his sojourns in northern Italy

and at his villa outside Rome. At the

same time, he was working on a third

encyclical that deals with social themes,

Vatican officials said.

The pope published his first en-

cyclical in late 2006. Titled "Deus
Caritas Est" ("God Is Love"), it called for

Vatican publishes collector's

edition of documents on

Knights Templar

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Vatican is publishing a collector's edition

of documents on the Knights Templar,

the medieval crusading order that became
the focus of legends and mysteries.

The book, published by the Vatican

Secret Archives, will reproduce original

parchment texts preserved in the Vatican,

including a large folio discovered six

years ago that details a papal investigation

of the order.

Only 799 copies of the elaborate

volume, titled "The Trial Against the

Templars," will be put on sale, according

to the Scrinium publishing house, which

publishes Vatican Archives' material.

An 800th copy will be presented to

Pope Benedict XVI Oct. 25 by a panel of

Vatican officials, church historians and

researchers.

••The Knights Templar were founded in

Jerusalem in 1 1 1 8 and during the Crusades

grew in influence and power. In the early

1300s, after an investigation ordered by

Pope Clement V, the knights were charged

with heresy and their assets seized. The
pope eventually dissolved the order, and

many members were burned at the stake.

Through the centuries, the story of

(he Knights Templar has been connected

with the legend ofthe Holy Grail, the cup

said to have been used by Jesus at the

Last Supper and which was believed to

hold miraculous powers. Some believed

the Knights Templar had discovered the

grail and were holding it in Jerusalem

— a legend that was elaborated upon in

the popular novel "The Da Vinci Code."

a deeper understanding of love as a gift

from God to be shared in a self-sacrificial

way.

The pope spoke about the importance

of the virtue of hope in 2005, when he

addressed Mexican bishops on their "ad

limina" visits to Rome.
"Confronted by today's changing and

complex panorama, the virtue of hope is

subject to harsh trials in the community
of believers. For this very reason, we
must be apostles who are filled with hope

and joyftil trust in God's promises," the

pope told the bishops.

From a pastoral standpoint, he

added, hope means reminding Christians

that God never abandons his people and

is alive and active in the world.

"In contemporary society, which
shows such visible signs of secularism,

we must not give in to despair or a lack of

enthusiasm in pastoral projects," he said.

In infroducing a section on hope, the

Catechism of the Catholic Church states:

"Hope is the theological virtue by which

we desire the kingdom of heaven and

eternal life as our happiness, placing our

trust in Christ's promises and relying not

on our own strength, but on the help of

the grace of the Holy Spirit."

DON'T MISS THIS SNOW!

HURRY! Limfted Sngagement!
Only 12 Performances!

'wnoAmom
IHTEHACnve THCATHC?

OCTOBER 16 -28 ' BOOTH PLAYHOUSE

704.372.1000 • BlumenthalCenter.org

Group Soles: 704 379.1380

Off-Broadway

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRffTURE READINGS: OCT. 28, 2007

Oct. 28, Thirtieth Sunday

of Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18

Psalm 34:2-3, 17-19,23

2) 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

3) Gospel: Luke 18:9-14

God hears cries

for help from
contrite hearts

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Years ago when I worked providing

pastoral care in a psychiatric hospital,

I learned about healthy and unhealthy

behaviors that were observed by the

hospital staff as markers of a patient's

progress or regression.

One of the more unfavorable signs

was "attention-seeking" behavior.

Usually it meant that the patient, insecure

and fearfiil, would eschew desirable tools

of self-reliance for more manipulative

means to get his or her emotional needs

met by the staff, often at the expense of

other patients.

Outside the confines of the hospital,

there's a maxim that's frequently used

to describe complainers who persist

until they eventually get their way: "The

squeaky wheel gets the grease."

When employed by those who
believe that silent suffering is preferable

to whining, the saying implies that

relentless complaint and protest are

devices used by the selfish, the immature

and the egocentric.

It also implies that attention and

service are in short supply, so one should

compete for them in any way one can.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCT 21-27

Sunday (Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Exodus 17:8-13, 2 Timotfiy 3:14-4:2,

Luke 18:1-8; IMonday, Romans 4:20-25, Luke 1:69-75, Luke 12:13-21; Tuesday (St. John of

Capistrano), Romans 5:12, 15, 17-19, 20-21, Luke 12:35-38; Wednesday (St. Anthony H/lary

Claret), Romans 6:12-18, Luke 12:39-48; Thursday, Romans 6:19-23, Luke 12:49-53; Friday,

Romans 7:18-25, Luke 12:54-59; Saturday, Romans 8:1-11, Luke 13:1-9.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCT. 28-NOV. 3

Sunday (Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-

18, Luke 18:9-14; Monday, Romans 8:12-17, Luke 13:10-17; Tuesday, Romans 8:18-25, Luke

13:18-21; Wednesday, Romans 8:26-30, Luke 13:22-30; Thursday (All Saints), Revelation

7:2-4, 9-14, 1 John 3:1-3, Matthew 5:1-12; Friday (All Souls Day), Wisdom 3:1-9, Romans

5:5-11, John 6:37-40; Saturday (St. Martin de Porres), Romans 11:1-2, 11-12, 25-29, Luke

14:1,7-11.

But sometimes the squeaky wheel
really needs greasing. There are people

whose situations are dire and whose
complaints are truly justified. And— as

indicated in today's readings — those

complaints are heard, and answered, by
a God who "knows no favorites" but

nonetheless responds with justice to the

cries of widows, orphans and the poor.

And there doesn't seem to be any
shortage of God's attention to those in

distress; there's plenty to go around.

In today's Gospel, Jesus offers a

parable that illustrates two kinds of

attention-seekers. The Pharisee, taking

the more conspicuous position in, the

Temple, trusts in his own devices by
pointing out at the expense ofothers what
he has done to deserve God's notice.

But the tax collector, admitting

his sinfulness and trusting in God's
compassion, prays in a way that truly gets

God's attention.

In his plea for mercy he avoids

both extremes — he neither boasts of

his virtue nor suffers in silence, but

he approaches God with an attitude of

confident humility.

When taken with Luke's previous

story of the complaining widow and the

dishonest judge, this parable teaches the

importance ofmeek but persistent prayer.

To God's ears, a cry for help from a

contrite heart is heard.

In God's world, the squeaky wheel

really does get the grease.

Questions:

When was the last time you truly

complained to God about something?

Was your complaint a selfish bid for

attention or a cry for God's justice and

mercy?

Scripture to be Illustrated:

"He who serves God willingly is

heard" (Sirach 35:16).

roce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

AshevilJe's Catholic Funeral Directors-

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefunerathome.com

401 Parton Ave.

Asheville, NC
(828) 252-3535

72 I ong Shads R<wd

Aden, NC
(828) 687-3530
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Coming
Soon...

Going
Fast!

The exciting Pennybyrn at Maryfield is almost fully reserved -

that means only a few more can take advantage ofpre-opening

pricing. WiU you be one ofthem?

This architecturally stunning nevv^ retirement community is

scheduled to open soon. An active, modern lifestyle that offers

you gorgeous private residences, superior amenities and a

professional staff to provide unparalleled services., .it's the

retirement lifestyle that you've been waiting for!

Don't let this opportunity pass you by. Current pricing ends

soon! Call (336) 821-4050 or toll-free (866) 627-9343 today-

prices will never be this low again!

at MARYFIELD
A Retirement Living Community

1315 Greensboro Rd, High Point, NO 27260

www.PennybyrnAtMaryfield.com

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God

Actress who portrays saint has

starring role in church's fundraiser

BY ROBERT PFOHMAN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

STAYTON, Ore.— What better way
to roll out a fundraising effort to renovate

your falling-down mission church than

to ask the saint for whom the church is

named to come to town to perform before

a paying audience?

That's what members ofSt. Catherine

of Siena mission in Mill City did in late

September when they invited Dominican

Sister Nancy Murray to perform her

dramatic portrayal of St. Catherine in

neighboring St. Boniface Church in

Sublimity.

The 97-year-old white wooden
mission church in Santiam Canyon is

under construction and was unable to

host the event.

Before the performance, about 75

parishioners paid $100 each to attend a

dinner at the Stayton home of Ted and

Diane Freres.

Dressed in an old-fashioned
Dominican habit. Sister Murray as St.

Catherine speaks out against injustice

in the church and world, a theme that

resonates with modem-day audiences.

The saint also taught that love of

God means love of one's neighbor.

The real St. Catherine, a nurse and

mystic, advised popes and princes on the

issues of the day. She proved to be one

of the sharpest theological minds in the

1400s, even though she lacked formal

education.

The Italian-bom visionary's letters

are considered among the most brilliant

writings in the church. She died at age 33.

Over the past four years. Sister

Murray's dramatic recreation of the

saint's life has evolved into a fiill-time

ministry for the vivacious 59-year-

old, who is the sister of comedian
Bill Murray.

Mill City parishioners were thrilled

when they heard she would help them

raise money to restore their church.

"She travels the world to bring

St. Catherine of Siena to life, and now
she has made time to help us bring our

little Mill City church back to life," one

parishioner said.

The landmark mission church was
"one windstorm away from collapse,"

parishioners said. The old foundation

Lewin, Catholic Sentinel

Dominican Sister Nancy Murray, who portrays St.

Catlierine of Siena, is pictured in Oregon in late

September

consisted of cement and rock-pier pads,

causing the building to tilt and the floor

to drop.

Also, the roof was rotting and the

bell tower needed repairs.

Parishioners planned a two-phase,

$400,000 restoration project. The fjst

phase is funded.

Sister Murray's performance was the

kick-off for the second phase, projected

to cost $150,000 to cover the addition of

stained-glass windows and replacement

ofplywood pews and wom carpeting. .

Sister Murray has a bachelor's

degree in theater from Dominican-run

Barry University in Miami and a master's

degree in pastoral studies from Jesuit-run

Loyola University of Chicago.

Her one-woman show got a boost

recently from a story about her that

appeared in the St. Anthony Messenger

magazine written coincidentally by
a former classmate, managing editor

Barbara Beckwith.

The invitations poured in afterward

and Sister Murray has been on the go

ever since, performing around the world.

Raised in the Chicago suburbs of

Wilmette, the surrogate saint comes
from a family of entertainers. She has

six brothers and two sisters. Besides-

Bill, three other Murray brothers support

themselves and their families through

acting and writing.

'Amazed' album by Catholic musician

earns five Unity Awards
PHOENIX (CNS) — New York

Catholic musician Sean Clive let his fans

know he would be traveling to the eighth

annual Unity Awards in Phoenix.

He wrote on his Web site that he'd

be "attending, presenting and maybe
even receiving," though, he added, there

was "little chance" of that "but God only

knows."

He did a bit better than he ever

expected.

His album "Amazed" won five Unity

Awards at the Oct. 6 event, including

pop/contemporary album of the year and

song of the year for the title track.

The awards are sponsored by the

Iowa-based United Catholic Music and

Video Association.

"It's nice to have other people

supporting you," said Clive, a music

minister at St. Anthony of Padua Church

in Utica, N.Y.

"You don't do it for that, but when
you get support, it's nice," he said. ^

"Amazed" also walked away with

best producer honors for David C. Smith

and best albimi packaging.

Smith, who played almost all the

instruments on the album, also shared the

songwriter of the year award with Clive.
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A cross for a cathedral

Courtesy Photo

Workmen are seen restoring the cross on top of the bell tower at St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte.

The original cross, guilded in gold leaf, was installed in 1939 and has been restored to its

original splendor.

Marching for Our Lady

Photo by Deacon Gerald Potkay

Above: Jean Forester, wife of Deacon Gordon Forester, permanent deacon at St. Paul the Apostle Church

in Greensboro, leads diocesan deacons and their wives in a rosary march to coincide with a worldwide

rosary march celebrating the 90th anniversary of the first apparition of Mary to three young children

in Fatima, Portugal. The march was part of the annual deacons and wives retreat, held at the Catholic

Conference Center in Hickory Oct. 12-14.

ftatiam and Spain Pilgrimage

Rather Philip Scaitelia (pastor. Our Lady of the Assumption

Church) and Deacon Carlos Medina (St Pabick Cathedral)

cordially invite you tojoin them on a 10-day spiritual

pilgrimage to Ratima and Spain, May 1-10, 2008.

Tour highlights include Fatima, the famous medieval

pilgrimage city of Santiago de Compostela, Avila and

Segovia (the homes of St.Teresa and St. John of the Cross),Toledo and Madrid.

Price from Charlotte: $2799 (or $2699 before January 27)

For more information, contact Fiather Scarcella at 704-535-9965,

Deacon Carlos at 704-400-3111 or Pentecost Tours at 800-713-9800.

(This is a privately-sponsored trip, not associated witt) the Diocese ofCharlotte.)

Prominent Belmont Abbey
monk dies of cancer
Father Paschal Baumstein rememberedfor
gentle presence, love oftheater

BELMONT — Benedictine Father

Paschal Baumstein of Belmont Abbey
monastery died peacefully Oct. 4 after a

long bout with cancer.

Abbot Placid Solari of Belmont
Abbey celebrated a funeral Mass in the

Abbey Basilica Oct. 8. Internment was
in Belmont Abbey cemetery.

A native of TuUahoma, Tenn.,

Father Baumstein served as the abbey's

historian and chief archivist.

"He leaves behind a wonderful
legacy and will be greatly missed," said

college spokesman Ed Jones. "He really

was one of the most humble men I've

ever met."

Bom to Jewish parents on Sept. 16,

1950, Father Baumstein was baptized

into the Catholic faith at age 20. He
entered the novitiate at Belmont Abbey
in 1974 and made his first profession of

vows June 5, 1975. He was ordained to

the priesthood June 2, 1979.

He earned a bachelor's degree from

Holy Apostles College, a master's degree

from Indiana University and a Master of

Divinity from the St. Meinrad School of

Theology. He received training in archival

science at the Modem Archives Institute of

the National Archives in Washington, D.C.,

and became the first Benedictine admitted

to the Academy of Certified Archivists.

On April 20, 2007, Father Baumstein

was awarded the degree of Doctor of

Humane Letters from Belmont Abbey
College in recognition of his scholarly

work and service to Belmont Abbey.

Father Baumstein was the biographer

of the monastery's first abbot, Bishop

Leo Haid; he co-authored a pictorial

history of Belmont Abbey, published

nimierous articles and booklets, and was

book editor of tffe monastic periodical

Benedictine Father Paschal Baumstein

Cistercian Studies Quarterly.

He was instrumental in having the

Abbey Basilica placed on the National

Register of Historic Places and having

the central part of the abbey campus
designated as a historic district.

Father Baumstein also served
on the board of trustees of Belmont
Abbey College.

He is perhaps best remembered at

Belmont Abbey College for his rich

knowledge and deep love of theater.

He was an avid supporter of the Abbey
Players and played the title role in

Hadrian VII.

Generations ofAbbey students were

helped by his gentle presence and blessed

by the many notes of encouragement and

congratulations he unfailingly sent to

students and friends. He was beloved as a

treasured confessor and spiritual father.

Father Baumstein is survived

by his mother; brother and sister-in-

law; niece; nephew and spouse; great

nieces and nephews; and the monks of

Belmont Abbey.

Memorials may be made in honor of

Father Baumstein to the Abbey Players at

Belmont Abbey College, 100 Belmont-

Mount Holly Rd., Belmont, N.C. 28012.

135,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY^S name here?

how ad rates - ea^for small businesses and

individuals, tool /TiThr i 1 1 •

(l^atholic
Call (704) 370-3332 nmvl MuaiawMMM—ui

Classifieds

FOR SALE

ACREAGE: North Carolina mountains. Successful, ongoing land development company. Includes

developer's home on 400+ acres. Permitted and approved erosion control plan for entire parcel in place. $4.2

mil. Email mountainlandforsale@yahoo.com or 828-736-0447

Classified ads bring results! Over 140,000 readers! Over 52,000 homes!
Rates: $.80/word per issue ($16 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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Photo by Karen A. Evans

Bishop Peter J. Jugis leads prayer vigil participants in the recitation of the rosary outside the reproductive

health clinic on Hebron Drive in Charlotte Oct. 1 7.

Bearing witness
Bishop Jugis takes part in pro-life events in

Charlotte

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Bishop Peter

J. Jugis recently joined thousands of

Catholics participating in pro-life events

in Charlotte during the inaugural "40

Days 4 Life Charlotte" campaign taking

place Sept. 6-Nov. 4.

On Oct. 17, Bishop Jugis led the

recitation of the rosary with prayer vigil

participants outside the reproductive

health clinic on Hebron Drive in

Charlotte.

In the evening of Oct. 17, Bishop

Jugis celebrated Mass at St. Ann Church

in Charlotte to mark the halfway point in

the 40-day vigil.

"We are mysteriously transformed

by the Eucharist," Bishop Jugis said

during his homily. "Our will becomes

more aligned with Christ's will, which is

to do the Father's will."

"Our affections becomemore aligned

with Christ, making us compassionate

towards our brothers and sisters," the

bishop said. "If we have compassion for

Jesus . . . then we also have compassion

for our broken brothers and sisters."

"This means compassion for the

child in the womb whose life is in danger

and compassion for the mother and the

other family members who are confiased

and tragically end up making the decision

to end the life of the child."

The Mass gives a eucharistic form to

our pro-life witness, the bishop said.

"The sacrifice of Christ nourishes

an attitude of sacrifice in us, impelling

us to make sacrifices to come to the aid

of our brothers and sisters in the womb,"
Bishop Jugis said.

WANT MORE INFO?

Call Andrea Hines at (704) 996-4597

or Jason Beckert at (704) 996-8258 or

visit www.40days4life.com and click on

"Locations" to access the 40 Days 4 Life

Charlotte page.

Judge encourages pro-life

advocates at annual banquet
PRO-LIFE, from page 1

Room at the Inn is a Catholic

maternity home in Charlotte that offers

pregnancy assistance for unmarried

pregnant women and their babies, both

bom and unborn.

Napolitano is theyoungest life-tenured

Supreme Court judge in New Jersey's

history. During his talk, Napolitano

discussed the difference between legal

killing— such as, when a soldier kills an

enemy combatant during wartime — and

innocent killing, such as abortion.

"Killing a baby is always wrong
— period," said Napolitano.

Catholics have two duties when it

comes to abortion, he said.

"The first duty of every Catholic

is to pray for the aborted baby," said

Napolitano.

The second duty is to forgive those

who killed them, he said.

"Forgiveness is the essence of every

Christian," said Napolitano.

Catholics must also be strong, he

said, to "challenge those who are for

abortion."

This is especially true of elected

officials and the voters who put them in

office, said Napolitano.

"I reject the weak argument of

politicians who personally oppose
abortion but won't lift a finger to stop it

once in office," said Napolitano. "And
putting someone in office who favors

"Killing a baby is always

wrong— period."

Judge Andrew
Napolitano

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church invites you to a

Day of Reflection featuring

Dr. Scott Hahn
Saturday, November 10

10 am - 4 pm

Internationally known theologian, author, speaker and professor at Franciscan University,

Dr. Hahn will be giving three talks about the Eucharist, the Blessed Virgin Mary, and defending

the Catholic faith.

NOTE: Tickets must be purchased in

advance - $10

Please bring a bagged lunch.

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
1400 Suther Road, Charlotte 28213

Call 704-549-1607 for tickets.

1 %

Photo by Kf/in E. Murray

Judge Andrew Napolitano speaks during a Room

at the Inn fundraising banquet at the Charlotte

Convention Center Oct. 1 1

.

killing babies is not morally justified."

Jeannie Wray, Room at the Inn's

executive director, agreedwithNapolitano

that abortion is a fight that must be fought

"at many levels and in many different

ways," she said in an interview with The

Catholic News & Herald.

"We are not all given the same
opportunities or the same talents to bring

to bear on this issue, but there are some
things that anyone can do to combat the •

mindset that leads to abortion," she said.

Wray said Catholics should fight the

perception that women "have no choice"

but to seek an abortion by assyring them

that there are "life choices" available.

She recommended supporting programs

that offer emotional, spiritual and
material assistance to encourage women
to choose life.

Wray recommended that Catholics

"pray, and pray fervently the rosary."

"Prayer is our most powerful weapon
in this fight," she said.

Pro-life advocates need to support

each other in the cause, said Wray.

"The fight is difficult and long and

requires so much from each of us — a

kind word goes a long way," she said.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray
by calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese. org.

Making a difference at the Inn

Since 1994, Room at the Inn's residential

program has served 412 mothers and

children with pre-natal and post-natal

services. And since their establishment in

2004, the outreach programs have served

more than 2,212 mothers and babies.

Because studies have shovi/n that 57

percent of all abortions are performed

on college students, Room at the Inn

has launched a new college outreach,

program, "Inn Good Company," designed

to meet the needs of pregnant college

women.

For more information, visit www.rati.org

or call (704) 525-4673.
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Finding the silence to

hear God's voice
Discipline needed to hear God's message to us

When Bryan Cones, associate editor

of U.S. Catholic, decided to make an

eight-day silent retreat, his mother was
incredulous.

In an editor's note in the August

issue he reports her reaction: "You're

going to do what? And you are not going

to talk the whole time?"

We all need to take time away from

the busyness ofmodem life. Cones wrote,

"to, well, shut up and listen for the voice of

God, who is always trying to get through."

Nevertheless, it is hard to be silent.

When I was an undergraduate

at Marquette University, we had an

armual silent retreat lasting several days.

Notwithstanding the strong urgings ofthe

Jesuit retreat master, our silence lasted at

best half a day.

I thought again about the challenge

posed by Cones while hearing the Gospel

reading about the visit Jesus made to

the home of Martha and Mary (Luke

10:38-42). Martha, stuck with serving

the guests while her sister Mary sat at the

Lord's feet listening to him, complained.

"Lord, do you not care that my sister

has left me by myself to do the serving?

Tell her to help me."

But Jesus replied: "Martha, Martha,

you are anxious and worried about many
things. There is need of only one thing.

Mary has chosen the better part and it

will not be taken from her."

Yet, for most of us, it's Martha's

concerns that take up every minute of the

day: serving the guests, paying the bills,

making a living, fiilfilling obligations to

spouse and family.

We are all called to listen to the

Lord's voice, but he is not going to walk

through our front door. We can perhaps

hear his voice in the silence of a retreat

house, monastery or church.

We can certainly hear it, as Jesus

taught us, in the cry of the poor, the

sick, the imprisoned, the lonely, the

persecuted, the immigrant. We can also

find God's voice in their silence.

"The Sounds of Silence," by Simon
and Garfunkel, sings about "people

talking without speaking, people hearing

Seeking

Life

MOISES
SANDOVAL
CNS COLUMNIST

without listening, people writing songs

that voices never share."

It concludes: "The words of the

prophets are written on the subway walls

and tenement halls, and whispered in the

sounds of silence."

But we can also find the voice ofGod
in the silence of our own inner being. It is

there, in the most convenient place, where

we more often fail to look and listen.

It takes a discipline that most of us

fail to develop.

Capuchin Father Jack Rathschmidt

urged us during a retreat to take five

minutes every day to sit down, do

nothing and meditate. It is difficult

because we are programmed to measure

the success or failure of our day by the

things we do.

While we may be able to sit down
for five minutes, quieting the mind is far

more difficult.

In his book "Wherever You Go,

There You Are," Jon Kabat-Zinn wrote

that an incessant stream of thoughts

flows through out minds leaving little

respite for iimer quiet:

"Meditation means learning how to

get out of this current and listen to it,

learn from it, and use its energies to guide

us rather than to tyrannize us."

He describes meditation as

mindfulness, living in the present

moment.

It's in the present moment that we
hear the voice of God.

Naturalist Henry David Thoreau

wrote, "God himself culminates in the

present moment, and will never be more

divine in the lapse of all the ages."

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of 250 words or

less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone number

of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for

clarity, style and factual accuracy.

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted to The Catholic

News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole or in part, in print,

electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

-eatholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

Catholics and money
Tithing helps Catholics see how God provides

My fiiend sat across from me on

the couch as she told me how she began

to tithe to her parish. I don't know her

very well, and I was surprised when she

revealed this.

After all, we Catholics can be pretty

tight-lipped when it comes to talking

about money and faith.

"When I was married," she said,

"my husband was the type who would
throw a dollar or two into the collection

plate. After we divorced, I decided I'm

going to tithe."

Tithing is, of course, giving a certain

amoimt, perhaps 10 percent, ofwhat you
have back to God. For Catholics, that

usually means giving half to your faith

community and half to charities which

you support.

My fiiend said her commitment was
frightening at first. She had the mortgage

to pay by herself, and she felt the weight

of being financially all alone for the first

time in a while.

"But I decided, if I don't plunge into

it now, I'll make excuses and never do

it," she said.

It's been surprising, she added, how
things always works out when the gift

comes fij-st, not last. It's not, she said

adamantly, like the television preachers

who guarantee you financial success if

you're generous with them. No, not at all.

"But you begin to see all the

blessings, and how God really does

provide for you," she marveled.

Tithing has a scriptural basis both in

Genesis and Leviticus. Many Protestant

churches stress it, but it's not a very

common practice in the Catholic Church
— yet.

Catholics notoriously are less

generous with their church than many of

our Protestant friends.

I had a Catholic friend who was

married to an Episcopalian woman. He
told me, "WTien the collection plate goes

around at my church, I see a lot of ones

and fives. When I visit her church, I

always see plenty of twenty dollars bills

in the basket."

Many Catholics balk at hearing
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parish finances disicussed on Sunday.

What family fiinctions well if it doesn't

occasionally talk about the budget?

That attitude is changing in the

church nowadays, however.

I recently returned from the

International Catholic Stewardship

Conference in Miami, Fla. There I met
people from churches whose parishioners

are deeply generous.

I even heard one group talk about

their parish where most members tithe.

As a result, the parish is blossoming with

involvement and wonderfiil programs as

well as oufreach into the commimity.

These parishes are updated on
finances often in the bulletin, mail-outs

and from the pulpit. They have a healthy

attitude about the money that our church

needs to do its mission in the world and

to embrace the new evangelization.

Key to this is a sense ofownership and

understanding about how money is spent.

Tithing, of course, is not some magic

bullet or some arbifrary rule. But in

general, it's a good target.

At the conference, I even heard

one woman talk about how her family

continued to tithe even when her husband

was laid off and they had to rely on her

income. Their tithe was much less, of

course, but they maintained the habit

through their hard times.

How do people do that? They
accept that they owe everything to God.

Everything is a gift from God. So how
can we balk at 1 0 per cent?

People who tithe realize too that a

true gift involves sacrifice. That's a tough

concept for most of us— who give from

our excess but rarely from our means.

Cliaritable Giving
U.S. households average $978.71 in annual donations to charities.

$1.069 $1.078

annual donation $943by household -k tv.*

percent of
after-tax irvcome V f 5

Source: "The State of Church Giving Through 2005," Empty Tomb ©2007 CNS
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Human embryos: What have

you done for me lately?

Left unchecked^ indifference will lead to

i utilitarian attitude about all stages of life

Guest

Column

As New Jersey prepares for a

vote on funding of embryonic stem-

cell research, and the issue heats up
throughout the world, we should not let

go of the important issue. And I really

hope you don't just roll your eyes and say

to yourself, "Stem cells ... who cares?"

"Embryos ... who cares?"

It is easy to be indifferent to the issue

— after all, we can't see the embryo. We
might even understand it to be some sort

of less than human item, certainly not

worth bothering about.

After all, right in fi-ont of us, we can

see people who need our help— starving

families in Africa, homeless in America,

drug addicts, innocent people on death

row, children who need clothes and shoes

and help right now.

Shouldn't we focus on these visible

problems, and stop poking our noses into

scientific research, where the church has

no business?

Here's the problem: By "harvesting"

stem cells from embryos for our own
benefit, we are saying the same thing

when we abort babies — "we're bigger

than you and we count and you don't."

We are saying- "might makes right"

and to heck with our responsibility to

protect those who are vulnerable and

need our loving care. I mean, some people

actually see the developing baby as a

parasite on the mother, rather than a child

who just needs time and care to grow.

Don't forget that at one time you

and I were each a cell in our mothers'

wombs.
Let's assume that we allow

embryonic stem-cell research. What will

we do if we determine we can grow the

child in some artificial environment until

it is about three or six months gestation

and "harvest" it for spare parts? Will we
allow this as well?

This "what-have-you-done-for-me-

lately" callous attitude speaks volumes

about our society and, if left unchecked,

will lead to an increasingly utilitarian

attitude about people at all stages of life.

Attitudes such as: "You're old— so

your usefiilness to society has ended."

"We're not going to spend any more
money on you, and once you're really

sick, we'll either outright kill you, or

encourage you to accept voluntary

suicide under the disarming labels of

mercy killing, physician-assisted suicide

and euthanasia."

I don't know if anyone here re-

PAULA GLOVER
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members many years ago when Dick

Lamm, former governor ofColorado, said:

"We've got a duty to die and get out

of the way with all of our machines and

artificial hearts and everything else like

that and let the other society, our kids,

build a reasonable life."

I wonder how he feels now that he's

72. I'll bet he's not ready to lie down and

"get out of the way."

I'll bet he believes his years of

experience can be valuable. I'll bet he

wants to be treated with dignity and not

like an economic unit for consumption

by the society at large.

Too bad for all of those unborn

human beings who just didn't make it out

of the test tube. We're here and you're

not. At least until society says we're too

useless to keep around anymore.

Pay attention to this issue. Respect life

is the bottom line. The life you save may be

your own, and not in the way the embryonic

stem-cell marketers have in mind.

Paula Glover is editor of The
Monitor, newspaper of the Diocese of
Trenton, N.J.

Pope calls for

greater effort to

reduce poverty

'For I was hungry and you

gave me no food'
]esus followers should he aware of, concerned

about world's poor
What did you do to commemorate

Oct. 16? What did your parish do?
Unfortunately, for the majority of
Americans, that day came and went like

most others.

But instead of going unnoticed,

Oct. 16 should roll off the tongue like

July 4.

Why? Because Oct. 16 is World Food
Day, and food is even more important

than political independence.

How can the vast majority of U.S.

Christians ignore 850 million hungry
human beings? How can followers of

Jesus be unaware that on World Food
Day — and every day — 25,000 men,
women and children die from hunger and
its related diseases?

If for no other reason than our eternal

salvation, we had better take a closer

look at the 25th chapter of Matthew's

Gospel. There we are warned that when
we neglect to feed the hungry, we neglect

to feed the Lord!

With all the pleas we get in our

mailboxes from organizations serving

the poor and hungry, it's easy to claim

"donor fatigue."

But instead of feeling fatigued, we
should feel blessed that the mailboxes

holding those pleas are attached to decent

houses with refrigerators full of food.

A few Sundays ago, we heard Jesus

explain the parable about the rich man and

Lazarus. You'll recall that the rich man
"feasted sumptuously every day" while

at his gate lay Lazarus, who longed to eat

just the scraips from the rich man's table.

When they both died, the suffering

Lazarus went on to eternal joy and the

wealthy man ended up tormented in hell.

Now, the rich man never hurt

Lazarus; he simply ignored him.

And so it is today. While relatively

few Christians actually hurt the hungry,

most believers just simply ignore them.

Commenting on that same parable.

Pope Benedict XVI's household preacher.

Capuchin Father Raniero Cantalamessa,

spoke of its contemporary importance:

"At the global level the two characters

are the two hemispheres: The rich man
represents thenorthernhemisphere (western

Europe, North America, Japan) and the

poor man, Lazarus, with a few exceptions,

represents the southern hemisphere."

The same stark contrast between

rich and poor nations exists also

within wealthy countries, said Father

Cantalamessa, "and there are the poor

Lazaruses who live side by side with the

rich in the First World."

Jesus is concerned with both rich

and poor, said Father Cantalamessa, "and
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perhaps more with the rich since the poor

are less in danger! ... God wants to save

the rich from their wealth."

Pope Benedict XVI recently said,

"The hungry nations of the world cry out

to the peoples blessed with abundance."

Most Americans have abundant

wealth. We live well. The key question

is: What do we do with our wealth?

Do we continue to buy more
things we don't really need? Or do we
generously share our wealth with those

who are hungry?

And even more importantly,

do Americans act as responsible,

compassionate world citizens, regularly

urging our government officials to pass

massive and comprehensive anti-hunger

legislation?

To assist your efforts to help end

global hunger, consider regularly

supporting some of the many excellent

organizations dedicated to world
hunger relief.

With fervent prayer, tireless

generosity and on-going legislative

efforts, we can end hunger in this world

and be welcomed in the next with the

comforting words, "For I was hungry and

you gave me food."

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
exfreme poverty in which millions of the

world's people live is an offense to their

human dignity, Pope Benedict XVI said

at his weekly general audience.

The pope marked the U.N.'s
International Day for the Eradication of

Poverty Oct. 17, just moments before

he announced the names of the 23

churchmen he would induct into the

College of Cardinals Nov. 24.

Focusing on the problem of poverty,

the pope said, "The disparity between

rich and poor is becoming more evident

and disturbing, even within the most

economically advanced nations."

According to the United Nations,

980 million people live in "extreme

poverty," struggling to survive on less

than $1 per day.

"This worrying situation calls on

the conscience of humanity because

the condition in which a great nimiber

of people live offends the dignity of

the human person and consequently

compromises the authentic and
harmonious progress of the world
community," Pope Benedict said.

The pope asked people to "multiply

efforts to eliminate the causes of poverty

and the tragic consequences that derive

from it."

In his main audience address. Pope

Benedict spoke about the life and

ministry of St. Eusebius of Vercelli,

a fourth-century Italian bishop and
theologian.

The pope said St. Eusebius, a strong

defender of the church's teaching that

Jesus Christ was fully human and fully

divine, was a strong evangelizer and a

model bishop, concerned for all the people

of his diocese, whether Catholic or not.

"The bishop of Vercelli governed

his diocese with the witness of his life,"

fasting, praying and living in community
with his priests, the pope said.

The bishop and his priests "shared

the problems of their fellow citizens and

did so in a credible way, while at the same

time cultivating a different citizenship,

that of heaven," he said.

Pope Benedict said St. Eusebius

managed to create a Christian community
in which he and his faithful learned to

live in the world, but not to follow the

shifting trends of the world. They knew,

he said, that earth was not their final

dwelling place.

The pope ended his remarks about

the saint by quoting an exhortation he

had written to the people of Vercelli,

encouraging them to "make every effort to

preserve the faith, to live in harmony aAd

to be constant in the practice of prayer."
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The gift of life
Father s stem cells provide new life for

3 -year- old son

BY DAVIDJvIYERS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

DODGE CITY, Kan.— Three-year-

qld Andrew Mueting of Dodge City is a

bright, happy-go-iucky, energetic little

boy. But when he was 4 months old,

, doctors gave him a bleak prognosis.

Born with malignant infantile

osteopetrosis, an exceedingly rare blood

disorder that affects approximately 20

U.S. babies a year, Andrew was expected

to spend his few years of life fighting

anemia and infections, struggling with

weak bones and eventual blindness and

deafness.

Now, thanks to a new procedure

that utilized his father's adult stem

cells, Andrew is expected to live a long,

healthy life with few ill effects.

The troubles began for Nick and

Paula Mueting soon after Andrew was
born. He wasn't growing, it was a

struggle for him to eat and he had a bulge

atop his head where most babies have a

soft spot.

"He spent a week in a Wichita

hospital," said Nick Mueting. "They
didn't know exactly what was wrong.

They saw on a blood test he was slightly

anemic.

"Finally they took some X-rays and

realized that all of his ribs were fractured

and his bones appeared very dense," he

said.

A radiologist looked at the films,

recalled a very rare disorder she had

studied in school, and diagnosed the -

illness.

"Against the doctor's advice, we
started researching osteopetrosis on the

Internet," Mueting said. "They warned

us of the severity of the disorder, but we
had to learn what we could do to help our

little boy."

Because the disease is so rare, there

are only a few facilities in the country

that treat it. One is St. Jude Children's

Research Hospital in Memphis, Tenn.

It was there that Mueting learned of

a machine created by a German scientist

that would remove the T-cells from adult

stem cells. T-cells can lead the body to

reject the new, life-saving cells.

With the new treatment in mind
- the only hope Andrew had for a cure

.— the Muetings moved temporarily to

Memphis.

"Andrew had to go through eight

days of chemotherapy to completely

wipe out his immune system," Mueting

said. "During the last five days of jiis

treatment, I took a medicine that helped

my body produce a lot of stem cells in

my blood.

"At the end of that period ... I was
hooked up to a machine for five hours as

it extracted the stem cells from my blood.

The stem cells ran through this machine

that pulled out the potentially harmfijl T-

cells," he said.

When the filtering was completed,

50 cubic centimeters of stem cells from

Andrew's father were injected into his

blood.

"The doctor told me, 'Here's where

the hard part begins,'" Mueting said.

Andrew then spent more than 50

days in a medically induced coma and

nearly another month in intensive care.

The Muetings never left Memphis
during those difficult days— days made
much easier by St. Jude Children's

Research Hospital's unique ability to

"help families.

"St. Jude provided us temporary

housing," Mueting said. "They even

have a 'parent room' with a couchlike

bed right in the hospital. That's where

one of us stayed every night while the

other slept in Andrew's room."

St. Jude also removes the stress of

worrying about how families are going to

pay the bills; the Muetings were able to

concentrate entirely on their child.

It has been more than two years

since the Muetings brought their son

home from the hospital. During that

time, the family has made close to 20

trips back to Memphis for follow-up

care, and has devoted much time to

helping Andrew fully recover through

physical, occupational, speech and
vision therapies.

Andrew is about to graduate to a six-

month interval between checkups, which

consist of bone scans. X-rays, lab work,

therapy sessions and other'tests; but the

prognosis is very good.

"Our families have helped us so

much to make sure that Andrew didn't

miss a beat," Mueting said. "He's really

a bright kid; it's truly amazing. He
remembers just about everything. Ask
him to sing a song and he'll sing it for

you. He knows the alphabet, numbers,

shapes and colors. Intelligencewise, it

hasn't slowed him dovra a bit."
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Nick and Paula Mueting are pictured with their 3-year-old son, Andrew, outside their home in Dodge City,

Kan., in late September. Andrew was diagnosed with malignant infantile osteopetrosis, an exceedingly

rare blood disorder. Thanks to a new procedure using his father's stem cells, Andrew is expected to

live a long, healthy life. Jk

seats left on direct flight!

Call today!
The Diocese of Charlotte

invites you to leave winter behind and explore the

SOUTHERN eARlBBEAN
and the PANAMA SANAL

January 31 - February 11, 2008

Join Fr. Mo West and cruise from Ft. Lauderdale. Florida

aboard Holland America s luxury ship ms Yolendam.

Your 12-day excursion includes stops and optional activities

* Ft. Lauderdale — guided Everglades airboat ride included for all

* Half Mooii Cay, Bahamas - parasail, snorkel, snooze in a beach

hammock/ learn about Bahamian culture

* Oranjestad, Aruba - water sports, glass bottom boats, shops galore, take a

submarine ride or an excursion into the tropical coimtryside
* Willemstad, Curacao - off coastal Venezuela, Dutch influence here in

architecture, Delftware specialties, cuisine; also water sports, white sandy

beaches, and more shops!
* Panama Canal - experience the thrill of going through the locks to

understand this magnificent, ingenious system lifting giant ships 85 feet

above sea level

* Puerto Limon, Costa Rica - tour tropical flower farms, ride Mawamba
boats through jungle canals, explore fascinating museums, colorful native

markets - so much to choose from in this paradise!

PLUS, all the fabulous amenities of one of Holland
America's most elegant, exciting cruise ships!

Price starts at $2,975 (double occupancy) and INCLUDES airfare from Charlotte, i

ship meals, Florida hotel and airboat ride, hotel/ ship transfers, taxes, porterage i

all port charges! Optional: Arrange your own travel to Florida cind save!

For a brochure or questions, call Cindi Feerick at the diocese — (704) 370-3332



I





Bridgeport National

Bindery, Inc.

DEC. 2007




