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SACRAMENTAL LIFE

Breaking of

the Bread

COMMUNION IS

'SOURCE AND SUMMIT

OF CHRISTIAN LIFE'

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

Editor's note: This is the

fourth story in a series on the seven

sacraments.

CHARLOTTE — If she
still lived in her native Colom-
bia, 10-year-old Ximena
Pereira would have received

her first Communion two
years ago. But before she was
able to take part in this impor-
tant sacrament, she and her
family were forced to leave Co-
lombia following assassination

and kidnapping attempts.

Like the Holy Family es-

caping to Egypt, the Pereira

family left Colombia for their

own safety.

Ximena's mother, Adriana
Pereira-Canas, worked for her
brother's security firm, which
accidentally uncovered infor-

mation about people involved

in the drug trade. Following
attempts to kidnap Ximena
and Guillermo and the murder
of Adriana's other brother, the

family sought refuge in the
United States.

So Ximena waited until

last August to share the expe-
rience with her 8-year-old
brother, Guillermo.

As they lit two candles at

the foot of the statue ofthe Vir-
gin Mary, their faces beamed
with excitement at the pros-
pect of receiving Communion.
Later, as they read the Old
Testament reading and
prayers of the faithful in Span-

See COMMUNION, page 9
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Soaring spirits

PHOTO BY KAREN A, EVANS

St Matthew School kicks offFestival ofFaith

"5, 4, 3, 2, 1, go!" With the go-aheadfrom Kevin O'Herron, principal ofSt. Matthew
School, hundreds of red balloons sailed into afternoon sky aspart of St. Matthew Church's
2nd Festival of Faith, in celebration of the new school.

The Festival of Faith is an annual eventfeaturing carnival games and activities,face
painting, music, dancingandfoodfrom around the world.

Attached to each balloon was a card with the student's name and the school's address. On
each card was a note asking anyone whofinds the balloon to send the card back to the school.
Students will see where the balloons traveled by charting them on a map of the United States.

Parish Profile

Holy Cross Church is

testimony to growing

congregation

I
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On fire with

faitli tlirougli

confirmation

Catechists learn

history of
sacraments

BY ELLEN
NEERINCX SIGMON

CORRESPONDEKT

HICKORY — 'There is

a gap of Grand Canyon pro-
portions- between what the
Church teaches, what the
people think it teaches and
what the people think it

should teach," said Sister of
Divine Providence Linda
Gaupin, Ph.D., in a talk to

parish catechetical leaders at

the Catholic Conference Cen-
ter Sept. 1 8.

Sister Linda, director of
religious education for the

See PCL, page 4

Proposed Vatican

document on

liturgy returned

to drafting
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME (CNS) — A pro
posed Vatican document on li-

turgical norms was sent back
to its drafting committee after

cardinals and bishops raised

some objections and encour-
aged some changes.

Among other things, the

draft presented to consulting

prelates in June reportedly dis-

couraged the distribution of
Communion under the forms
of both bread and wine and
said altar girls were permis-

See VATICAN, page 8
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Triumph of the Cross'

Arden conference

explores Eucharist, faith
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Practice makes permanent * Aspects of Appalachia
St. Matthew Schoolstudents

| Conference to highlight

brush up on study skills ^ western North Carolina
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own bacltyard

VOCALIZING FOR AFRICA RELIEF

League criticizes Democrats' link to

Catholics for Free Choice

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Haring

Bono, lead singer of the rock group U2 and advocate for Africa, addresses the

media Sept 16 in Washington. He was joined by religious leaders, including Bishop

John H Ricard of Pensacola-Tallahassee, Fla. (left), in urging President Bush and

Congress to ensure the $15 billion, five-year AIDS relief plan and maintain current

spending on other development and humanitarian assistance.

Rock star Bono, bishops

team up to seek greater

U.S. AIDS effort
BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Rock

star Bono teamed up with bishops from

three Christian denominations to ask

that President Bush and Congress live

up to their pledge to commit $3 billion in

the year ahead to combat AIDS in Af-

rica.

Calling on America to "keep its

promise to Africa" during a Sept. 16

press conference at St. John Episcopal

Church near the White House, Bono was

joined by, among others, Bishop John H.

Ricard of Pensacola-Tallahassee, Fla.,

chairman of the U.S. bishops' Committee

on International Policy.

"Tlie United States is the richest na-

tion on earth," Bishop Ricard said. "And

it is a scandal that we are the last among

industrialized nations in terms of per

capita spending on development assis-

tance tor die poorest countries in the

world."

Bono, lead singer of the rock group

U2, met with Bush at the White House

before the press conference. He said Bush

was "very ])assionate about the prob-

lems. I believe liim when he says he's

committed to the long term on AIDS. ...

We just can't agree on die numbers."

According to Bono, Bush is willing

to commit only .$2 billion for the coming

fiscal year, contending that it would be

impossible for aid organizations to ab-

sorb a full $3 billion. "We want to build

the infrastructure" that can distribute

drugs and conduct education progi-ams

in up to a dozen African countries rav-

aged by AIDS, the singer said.

Bono praised the work of Catholic

Relief Services, the U.S. bishops' over-

seas relief and development agency.

'They treat 4 million people in Africa—
not all HIV patients, but orphans, the

problem as it breaks out," he said.

A new child is orphaned every 14

seconds in Africa because of AIDS— or

more than 2.25 million a year— with a

current total of 14 million orphans, ac-

cording to Bruce Wilkinson of Worid

'Vision US. "That would be like the total

populations of New York City and

Washington, D.C., consisting of nothing

but parentless children," he said at the

press conference.

Bono founded DATA — Debt,

AIDS, Trade, Africa— to address health

and development issues on the continent.

According to a Sept. 9 letter from DATA
executive director Jamie Drummond to

U.S. senators, "Spending an additional

$ 1 billion would save 2 million lives —
by giving life-saving treatment to an

additional 400,000 people who would

otherwise die and preventing an addi-

tional 1.6 million people from ever con-

tracting HIV/AIDS."

Such an expenditure would save the

international community $1 billion a

year in AIDS treatments, Drummond

added.

Bono encouraged Americans to

write and to call their members of

Congress to fully fund Bush's AIDS

in Africa initiative.

WASHINGTON (CNS) — In an

ad in The New York Times Sept. 16,

Catholic League president William

Donohue said the Democratic National

Committee is openly "insulting Catho-

lics" with its links to Catholics for a Free

Choice on the committee's Web site.

Catholics for a Free Choice is "a

profoundly anti-Catholic organization"

that should not be linked to by the

Democratic National Committee,

Donohue said.

Catholic News Service was unable

to reach Terry McAuliflFe, Democratic

National Committee national chairman,

for comment.

On its "links" page, the Democratic

National Committee Web site has three

links to the Catholics for a Free Choice

Web site — under its "pro-choice,"

"women" and "religious affiliated" head-

ings. It also links to almost 50 organiza-

tions that support legalized abortion.

Diocesan,
: planner

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE—There will be a musiccon-

cert held at St. Gabriel Catholic Church,

3016 Providence Rd., on Sept. '27 at 7 p.m.

John Apple, organist/music associate at St.

Gabriel, is celebrating his 10th anni\'ersary

with the parish widi this concert to be per-

formed with local musicians. There will be

music for organ solo and duo, flutes, voice,

cello and piano. For more information, con-

tact (704) 567-1066.

CHARLOTTE— St. Peter Church, 507 S.

Tryon St., will offer Adoration ofthe Blessed

Sacrammton the first Friday ofevery month

following the 12: 10 p.m. Mass and Benedic-

tion at 1:30 p.m.

CHARLOTTE — St. Ann Church, 3635

Park Rd., invite all people to hear tlie Sung

Rosary Oct 3 at 7:30 p.m. the free one-hour

program, "the joyful mysteries," will be

sung by Michael and Terese Rowe, special

music ministers and will be a candlelight

meditation. For more information, please

call the churcli office at (704) 523-4641.

CHARLOTTE— The bereavement support

group every first Monday meets 6-7:30 p.m.

in the Family Room at St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Pro\ idence Rd. This support group is

for anyone who has experienced the loss ofa

loved one. For details, call Rutli Posey, CSS

counselor, at (704) 37CV3238.

CHARLOTTE— Christians in Career Tran-

sition is a ministry of St. Mattliew Church,

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., devoted

Donohue said the head of Catholics
.

for a Free Choice, Frances Kissling, "has

worked tirelessly to discredit the Vatican

and has even sought to oust the Holy See

from the U.N. She has consistently

mocked the pope and has even gone so far

as to brand the U.S. Conference of (Catho-

lic) Bishops as 'the enemy.'"

Catholics for a Free Choice was de-

nounced by the U.S. bishops 10 years

ago as a group which "merits no recogni-

tion or support as a Catholic organiza-

tion" and is funded mostly by non-

Catholic sources.

Donohue has unsuccessfully lob-

bied the Democratic National Com-

mittee to drop the Catholics for a Free

Choice links since last year. He said

Catholics were once an integral part of

the Democratic Party, but that rela-

tionship has become strained "ever

since Democrats alienated Catholics

on key cultural issues."

to helping people in career crises. The meet-

ings take place on the first and tiiird Mondays

of'^every month 7-9 p.m. in the conference

room. For more infonnation, call Rev. Mr. Jim

Hamriik at (704) 576-0456.

CHARLOTFE—The cancer supportgroup for

survivors, family and friends meet e\ erv fu st

Tuesday at 7 p.m. at St. Mattliew Churcli. For

more information, call Marilyn Borrelli at

(704) 542-2283.

CHARLOTTE — The Happy Timers of St.

Ann Ciiurch will iiave a meeting with a lun-

cheon and program at 1 p.m. in the parisli

activity center. All adults age 55 and older are

welcome. For more infonnation, call Charles

Nesto at (704) 398-0879.

CHARLOTTE — St. Peter Church, 507 S.

Tryon St., will offer Adoration oftlwBlessedSac-

rament on die first Friday ofevery month fol-

lowing the 12:10 p.m. Mass and Benediction at

1:30 p.m.

CHARLOTTE— The St. Maximilian Kolhe

Fraternity ofthe Secular Franascan Order meet

the first Sunday ofeach month at 2 p.m. at Our

Lady of Consolation Cluirch, 2301 Statesville

Ave. Those interested in learning more about

the SFO and the Franciscan way of life are

invited to attend. For more infomiation, call

Skyler Harvey, SFO, at (704) 545-9133.

HUNTERSVILLE—A Fall Day ofReflection

for seniors over 55 will be held Oct. 9 at St.

Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd., 9:30

a.m.-3:30 p.m. Benedictine Father Kieran

Neilson, will address spiritual topics relative

to seniors. Please call Sandra Breakfield at

(704) 370-3220 by Sept. 30. This cNent is
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican says weapons inspections

crucial to detecting secret programs
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — After

the Internationa] Atomic Energy Agency
demanded tliat Iran open its nuclear facili-

ties to U.N. inspectors, a Vatican represen-

tative said "impartial, international inspec-

tions" were crucial to detecting clandestine

nuclear weapons programs.

Msgr. Leo Boccardi made the com-
ments in a speech Sept. 17 to a meeting of

the agency in Vienna, Austria. Msgr.
Boccardi, the Holy See's permanent ob-

serx'er to tlie atomic energy agency, said

verification was proving to be a challeng-

ing task.

'This core activity becomes more and
more crucial in the eiForts of the interna-

tional community to prevent the prolifera-

tion of nuclear weapons," he said.

"It is important that verification is

done through impartial, international in-

spections, because only such activities can

generate credibility and bring about good
results," he said.

sponsored by the elder ministry of Catholic

Social Services.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GmE-NSEORO— LadiesAncient OrderofHi-
bemians, Guilford County, Division 1, an Irish-

Catholic social, cultural and charitable inter-

parish group, meets the first Thursday of ev-
ery month at 7:30 p.m. at St. Pius X Church,
Kloster Center, at 2210 N. Elm St. RSVP to

Elaine McHale, President, 292-1 H 8 to attend

meeting. All Catholic women of Irish birth or
descent are welcome.

HIGH POINT—A Salesian leadership semi-
nar, "Becoming Bkssed Givers," will be held at

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 4154
Johnson St Oct 3 7-9 p.m. and Oct. 4 9 a.m.-

3:30 p.m. This interactive program offers

Salesian perspectives on the beatitudes and
the seven gifts ofthe Holy Spirit. For registra-

tion information, call Brenda Agnew at (336)
869-8075 or e-mail bbrendamae@aol.com.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY— St. Aloysius Church, 921 Sec-
ond St. NE, holds a charismaticMass the first

Thursday ofeach month in Sebastian Chapel
at 7 p.m. For further information, contact
Joan Moran (828)-327-0487.

HICKORY— The Confraterttity ofChristian
Mothersis open to all women in'the Hickory
area. Meetings are held 6:45-8 p.m. the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month in the St.

Catherine of Sienna room of St. Aloysius
Church, 921 Second St. for details call Kathy
Kohrs at (828) 324-6575.

HICKORY — A Fall Day of Reflection for
seniors over 55 will be held Oct. 16 at St.

Aloysius Church, 92 1 Second St., 9:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. Father Ed Sheridan, pastor of St.

Aloysius, will address spiritual topics rela-
tive to seniors. Please call Sandra Breakfield
at (704) 370-3220 by Oct. 2. This event is

sponsored by the elder ministry of Catholic
Social Services.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE— Father .lozefSekete, SJ,

will present "A fValk through the Mass" at St.

Therese Church, 217 Brawley School Rd.
Sept. 28 at 10:15 a.m. and Oct. 1 at 4:30 p.m.
This dass will examine the Mass and its his-
torical origins. Father Sekete will discuss cur-

The question of impartiality has been

raised in the debate over Iran's nuclear

weapons program. On Sept. 12, after

strong lobbying fi^om the United States,

the International Atomic Energy Agency
gave Iran until Oct. 31 to pro\qde detailed

information about all its nuclear-related

activities, to suspend uranium-enrichment

activities and to allow unlimited access to

U.N. inspectors.

The United States has said it fears

Iran is developing nuclear weapons. Iran

has said its nuclear programs are for peace-

ful uses, and that the energy agency was
merely carrying out U.S. political wishes.

Msgr. Boccardi emphasized that in

the Vatican's view verification of nuclear

weapons, while very important, is not
enough to "make the world more secure."

"We need to reinvigorate the nuclear

disarmament process, including real

progress in nuclear weapons dismantle-

ment," he said.

rent practices and how the celebration of
the Mass remains the greatest prayer ofthe
church. For details, call Tom Calabro at

(704) 664-7762.

MOORESVILLE— St. Therese Church,
217 Brawley School Rd., has an ongoing
"Landings" group for returning Catholics.

In small faith-sharing groups, returning
Catholics are provided a comfortable spot
to touch down and share faith journeys,
prayer and Catholic spirituality with
other Catholics trying to live their faith.

For further information, call Jim or Penny
at (704) 664-5196.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

SYLVA — Father Matthew Kauth will

present "Theology of the Body" at St, Mary
Church, 22 Bartlett St. Sept. 29 at 6 p.m.

This event is sponsored by the Catholic

Young Adult Group. Formore information

about the presentation or the group, call

Susie Bryson at (828) 293-9374 or e-

mail:susiebryson@catholicexchange.com.

SYLVA— St. Mary Church offers Adoration

ofthe Blessed Sacrament the first Saturday of
every month following the 9 a.m. Mass until

3 p.m. For information, call (828) 586-9496.

FRANKLIN— The Women's Guild oi St.

Francis of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St.,

meets the second Monday ofeach month at 7
p.m. in the Family Life Center. The meet-
ings feature guest speakers and special

events periodically. For more information,

call Claire Barnable at (828) 369-1565.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing
Companions is a grief support group for

the bereaved that meets the first and
third Thursdays ofthe month in Confer-
ence Room B at St. Leo the Great Church,
335 Springdale Ave. For further details,

call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

I

Please submit notices of parish

events for the diocesan planner at

least 1 5 days prior to the event date

in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382.

October should be a busy month in the

busiest pontificate in history

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
John Paul II's frailty during a visit to

Slovakia prompted some to wonder
whether the duties of his office are finally

overwhelming the 83-year-old pontiff

But the pope is hardly preparing to

ride into the sunset, as October promises

to be one of the busiest periods of any
pontificate with a marathon of meetings,

hturgies and celebrations — including

festivities for the 25th anniversary of his

election.

The pope starts off' October with a

general audience, a two-hour event that

brings him into weekly contact with pil-

grims from all over the world. Over the

years, he's presided over more than 1,100

of these audiences, attended by an esti-

mated 16.8 million people.

The same day, he begins a 12-day

series of "ad limina" visits with bishops

from the Philippines, one-on-one encoun-
ters followed by a group meeting.

In early October, the pope will meet
with the president of Lithuania; the Aus-
tralian and Lebanese foreign ministers;

and the Anglican primate. Archbishop
Rowan V^illiams of Canterbury, at the

Vatican for the first time.

The pope will preside over a canoni-

zation Mass in St. Peter's Square to honor
three new missionary saints, then helicop-

ter to a Marian sanctuary in Pompeii to

say Mass and close out the Year of the

Rosary. It will be the 144th Italian visit of
his pontificate.

In mid-October, the College of Cardi-

nals descends on Rome to help the pope
celebrate his 25th anniversary. After
signing a post-synodal document on the

role of the bishop in the church Oct. 16,

the pope will say Mass in the evening for

what is expected to be a huge crowd.

The pope will next attend a concert in

his honor, hold a retrospective gathering

with the cardinals and heads of bishops'

conferences, preside over the three-hour

beatification of Mother Teresa, and then

meet with members of the diplomatic

corps accredited to the Vatican.

October finishes with more liturgies,

audiences with world leaders, foreign

ministers and "ad lima" meetings with

English and Welsh bishops.

Pope John Paul shoulders the blame
for his heavy schedule. His ambitious pa-

pacy has helped change the way popes

operate: once remote and regal, the head
of the church is now expected to be in a

state of perpetual pastoral motion.

Cleaning up after Isabel

CNS PHOTO BY Nancy Wiechec

The Catholic University of America worker Julian Bennett cleans up downed tree
branches outside Spalding Hall Sept. 19 after Hurricane Isabel blew through
Washington. The massive storm, blamed for at least 11 deaths, left more than 3.5
million people without power and shut down the federal government for two days in

Washington. The morning after the storm, the capital area was dealing with downed
trees and tree limbs, power outages and flooding. Areas along the East Coast from
North Carolina to Maryland suffered more extensive damage. Catholic Charities
was soliciting funds to help those hardest hit by the storm.

DIDYOU KNOW?
According to the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops, 81 ,240 people have been
received into full Communion in the Catholic Church through conversion from another Christian

church. There are now 65,270,444 Catholics in the United States (23 percent of the U.S.

population), and 1 ,01 8,257,000 Catholics in the world ( 1 7.3 percent of the world population)

CORRECTION
Last issue, Rev. Mr. Gene Gillis' name was misspelled in a photo caption.
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Confirmation: On fire witli faitli

PCL, from page 1

Diocese of Orlando, is a noted author

and speaker on the topics of Uturgy,

catechesis and sacramental catechesis

and holds a doctorate in catechesis

and liturgy from the Catholic Uni\ er-

sity of America.

At the parish catechetical leaders'

in-service day, she spoke about the

church history and teachings on the

sacraments of baptism, Communion
and confirmation in a talk entitled

"Confirmation: The Spirit Sets Us
Free."

"In the last few years, several dio-

ceses mandated the restored order of

the sacraments of initiation," said Dr.

Cris Villapando, director of the dioc-

esan office of faith formation. "Eastern

Catholic and Orthodox churches

have expressed reluctance to join the

Roman Catholic Church if the liturgi-

cal practice of putting confirmation

after the Eucharist persists."

"In order to understand the theo-

logical and liturgical issues involved,

the Office of Faith Formation invited

Sister Linda Gaupin to shed some

light on this debate," he said.

History ofsacraments

"In the Catholic Church, most

people's concept of history is from

1930 on," she said. "Our recent

memory is a problem. We think it's

the way the church has always been."

Offering a brief history of the sac-

raments in the early church. Sister

Linda said that up until the 500s,'

converts to the faith were fully initi-

ated at Easter and received baptism,

confirmation and the Eucharist in

that order all in one ceremony.

"The church had one rite of bap-

tism, no matter what your age," she

said.

After the 500s, said Sister Linda,

those being initiated into the church

went from being mostly adults to

mostly infants, but the ceremony re-

mained the same, with deacons and

adults answering for the infants. In-

fants received Communion just as

other church members would.

But around the 900s in some areas

of the Latin rite church, said Sister

Linda, there began to be a separation

of confirmation from baptism and the

Eucharist. This was mainly due to

bishops keeping the right to confirm

for themselves.

"The time of initiation would

come, but the bishop would not be

present," she said. "It would be done

when the bishop could get there. The
church was very concerned about

this."

Over the next several hundred

years, the separation of confirmation

from the other sacraments became

longer (from months to years) and the

practice of separating the sacraments

became more widespread, said Sister

Linda. In some areas, baptism was

separated from first Communion, al-

though none of this was done becau.se

of official church teachings, she said.

As the sacraments of initiation sepa-

Photo bv Ellen N. Sigmon

Sister of Divine Providence Linda Gaupin talks with parish catechetical leaders

during a PCL in-service day at the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory Sept. 18.

rated, local churches started to require

preparatory education and proof of

moral worthiness for first Communion

and confirmation, and the ages for these

sacraments varied widely, depending on

the preferences of the local clergy.

"This Jansenism (the idea of hav-

ing to earn a sacrament) was ulti-

mately condemned by the church as

heresy," said Sister Linda.

Sister Linda listed several church

documents issued in the 1700- 1900s

discouraging the delay of confirma-

tion, and said children should receive

it at the "age of reason" (typically

around the age of 7), before or at the

same time that they received their first

Communion.
Still, she said, there continues to be

a "gap between official church teach-

ings and pastoral practices."

"No one is doing this out of mali-

ciousness," said Sister Linda. "We are

dealing with major confusion."

Essence of confirmation

Sister Linda also talked about

what confirmation should and should

not be, adding the current structure

signals to adolescents that achieving

confirmation signals the end of their

religious education. She said confirma-

tion should be seen as a sacrament of

initiation that bestows the gift of the

Holy Spirit, endows the recipient with

special strength, and makes the recipi-

ent an anointed Christ figure.

Confirmation should not be pre-

sented as a sacrament of maturity in

which adolescents decide on their per-

sonal commitments to the church and

proves their wisdom to make moral

decisions, said Sister Linda.

"We make people show us they

have the gift of the spirit before we

even give it to them," she said.

The type of people chosen to in-

struct confirmands is also very impor-

tant, said Sister Linda. "We get in-

volved in religious education by

knocking on a rectory door for a Mass

card," she said. "We come out the

D.R.E. (director of religious educa-

tion)."

"People leading people to conver-

sion have to be people of conversion

themselves," she said. "They need to

have the fire and energy and passion of

the faith. We need to enable children,

youth and adults to understand the

spirit that transforms' us."

The Diocese of Orlando, she said,

has implemented a confirmation pro-

gram that involves the entire faith

community, not just the confirmands.

Parents and siblings of the

confirmands come to the program, as

well as other adults of the parish who
need to deepen and enrich their own
understanding and spirituality of sac-

ramental life, she said. .

"Teenagers begin to get a different

attitude when they begin to see the"

body of Christ gathered— people who
don't have to be there," said Sister

Linda. "A child has a right to the love

and help of the community."

"We should be on fire with the

faith, because we have all been con-

firmed," she said.

MOVING?
Take us with you!

Please help us reduce postal fees and

give us your NEW address (or cancella-

tion notice) BEFORE you move.

Ifyou have your address label,

include that, too.

Name

Old address

Old city zip

NEW address

NEW city/state zip

Date of move/cancellation:

Mail changes to:

The Catholic News & Herald

Address Changes

1123S. Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Or e-mail this info to;

catholicnews@ charlottediocese.org

Thank you.

— COME AND HEAR

Christopher West - "Theology of the Body

"

Wednesday through Friday, Oct. 8 - 10 at 7pm each evening

* St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church

1400 Suther Road - Charlotte

One of the top Catholic speakers in the world,

Christopher West's talks regarding PopeJohn Paul II's

"Theology of the Body" are riveting and life changing!

West teaches theology of the body and sexual ethics at

Denver's St. John Vianney Theological Seminary and is

also a visiting faculty member of theJohn Paul II

Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family in

Melbourne, Australia. His books. extensive lecturing

and tapes have sparked an international ground swell

of interest in John Paul II's theology of the body.

Tickets: $12 for all 3 nights or $5 for each night.

(Workbook is an additional $5)

For information; Tony Gagliardo - 704-439-0533 or 704-655-9090

BOOK SIGNING: West will sign his book "Good News about Sex and Marriage"

on Thursday, Oct. 9, 1;00 pm at the new store location ofThe Catholic Company

at LAKE NORMAN (next to the Goodwill), 19905 West Catawba Avenue, #106,

Cornelius (Exit 28 off 1-77, 1 /2 mile west on Catawba Ave.)
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Many experience 'Triumph of the Cross'
Arden conference explores Eucharist, faith

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
COKRESPONDENT

ARDEN— Wearing red in honor of"

the Sept. 14 feast of the Exaltation of the

Holy Cross, Father Roger Arnsparger

and Rev. Mr. Arthur Kingsley led a col-

orful procession to the altar of St.

Barnabas Church Friday evening, Sept.

12. .

The procession included Columbian
Squires carrying a statue of the Blessed

Mother. So began the second annual

"Triumph of the Cross" conference.

"Triumph of the Cross: Building

Catholic Families, Building a Catholic

Culture" took place at the church Sept.

12-1.3. Sponsored by St. Barnabas,
Saints and Scholars Bookstore and
Nazareth House, a center for Catholic

resources, the conference featured pre-

sentations and 16 workshops such as

"Taking Your Toddlers to Mass,"
"Prayer" and "The Moral Imagination of

Children."

"It was a much needed nourishment

and a booster shot for our souls," said

Karen Jambon, a parishioner of the Ba-

silica of St. Lawrence in Asheville. "We
need the community of the church as a

support group."

Approximately 220 people partici-

pated in the conference, according to Jeff

Minick, conference coordinator.

In his homily. Father Arnsparger,

pastor of St. Barnabas, said, 'TSTever for-

get God loved us so much that he was
ready to give himself up ... This is the

reason we have crosses, venerate the

cross and make the Sign of the Cross."

Adults and teen-agers questions about faith

of the Cross" conference at St. Barnabas

After Friday night's Mass, Father

Paul Scalia, a pro-life activist and paro-

chial vicar of St. Patrick Church in

Chancellorsville, Va., offered the keynote

on "The Eucharist and the Family."

Father Scalia, one of the nine chU-

dren of Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia, offered a lively presentation on
how the Eucharist can transform people.

He focused on the three aspects of the

Eucharist — sacrifice, presence and
Communion — and demonstrated how

Can you answer "YES" to any of these questions?

1. Do you need a good buyer for a car, house, property, etc.?

2. Do you need a renterfor a vacation place, house, or other property?

3. Do you need qualified employees for your business?

4. Does your church or organization need good employees?

If SO, putTHE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD to work for YOU!
Over 125,000 READERS could see your classified ad in this paper

every week - for only 60 cents per word ($12 minimum)!

CALL Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 today!

F
ST MICHAEL'S SCHOOL FUN FAIR

. SATURDAY, OCX 11

Photo by Carole McGrotty

to a panel of priests during the "Triumph

Church Sept. 12-13.

.

they correspond to "evangelical councils

of poverty, chastity and obedience."

Addressing parents in the audience.

Father Scalia encouraged them to teach

their children to go without some of the

things they want; to sacrifice "for the

good of their souls." He pointed out that

parents can not see God's work in their

child's soul, that the "Lord enjoys an

intimacy with your child greater than

the intimacy you have with your child."

He cautioned them to show a rever-

ence for their child's soul, "a place where
parents can't go."

Jim Burnham, author of the "Begin-

ning Apologetics" series and a frequent

guest on the Eternal World Television

Network, offered two lectures and a

meeting with teen-agers during a work-
shop Sept. 13.

Speaking on "Anchoring Your
Family in the Faith," Burnham com-
pared the Catholic faith to a Ferrari that

needs "to be taken from the garage onto

the highway in fifth gear." Burnham
stressed Catholics have the body and
blood of Christ, and "most personal rela-

tionship this side of Heaven."

During his "Teen Talk" session,

Burnham stressed the importance of

teen-agers learning about their faith, es-

.8:00 am — 3:00 pm

\^*"A Faitk-filleJ Future"*

»
Come andparticipate in

Games - Rides - Prizes

« 4 Bingo - Bake Sale - Silent Auction - ^ *

. % Raffle - ...and MUCH MORE! m *

Activities for tke wkole family and all ages!!

FOR INFORMATION CALL (704)865-4382

St. Michael School

Tiger Run 5k
& 1 Mile Cub Trot

FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR TO REGISTER ONLINE:

ActiveZach.com
Saturday, October 11th - 8:00 A.M.
St. Michael School - Gastonia, NC

704-829-7778

Part of FunFair,
the annual

day-long family
^

carnival. j

pecially before attending college. He told

the teens to know their Bible because

their non-Catholic friends will know
tiieirs, and said they could always find

answers when non-Catholics attack

their faith.

"Because the Catholic Church is

true, it can defend itself" he said.

Noah Carter, a teen parishioner

from St. Barnabas, said what he learned

"will help me defend my faith."

Teens and adults benefited from
the "Father Knows Best" panel, which
consisted of Father Arnsparger; Father

Scalia; Father Ray Williams, pastor of

St. Mary Church in Sylva; and Father

Patrick Winslow, parochial vicar of St.

Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte.

Often with humorous insight, the

priests answered questions that ranged
from the difference between an atheist

and an agnostic to how to answer non-
Catholic friends who say Catholics

worship idols and saints.

Father Arnsparger summarized the

session with: "The only way to the true

happiness that God desires for us to when
we li\'e the life God has designed for us."

"(The panel) made clear the under-

standing of what it means to be Catholic

and what teen-agers should do when
confronted with questions," said Jacob

Wolfe, a parishioner from St. John the

Baptist Church in Tryon.

"It was really informative," said

April Hansbury, a teen-age parishioner

of the Basilica of St. Lawrence in

Asheville. "It gave teens a chance to ask

questions in an open environment and
have discussion."

"(It) was a good opportunity to ask

question that most teen-agers have and

to know that other teens have the same
questions that you do," said Samantha
Rutherford, a teen-age parishioner from
the Basilica of St. Lawrence.

Father Williams offered a workshop
on "Educating Children for Heaven."

June Sullivan, a St. Mary parishioner

who attended the workshop, said the

main goal of education is to know God.

"If we can inspire that in our chil-

dren, and keep the end goal in mind, we
will do the right things to get to that

goal," she said.

Other workshops included the work
of Rachel's Vineyard, an outreach of

American Life League that offers post-

abortion healing; stewardship, by Jim

Kelley, director of the diocesan dex elofJ-

ment office; and Pope John Paul IPs

"Theology of the Body," by Father Mat-
thew Kauth, pastor of St. Francis of

Assisi Church in Franldin.

"The mounfains shall yield peace

for the people." Psalm 72:3

JESUIT HOUSE OF PRAYER
HOT SPRINGS, NC

Welcoming all Christians seeking
prayer and quiet in a busy life

Situated in the heart of Pisgah National

Forest, the area's peace and beauty

offer the perfect haven for quiet

prayer and reflection. , -Xlf,,^

Igiiatian directed refredn
Private retreats

Group retreats

Cart: 828-622-7366
e-mail: vpaul@madison.main.nc.us
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Women gather to share tea,

faith

SAPPHIRE VALLEY — Ap-

proximately 100 women attended the

Ecumenical Tea for Women of Faiths

took place at St. Jude Church Sept. 13.

The gathering was an opportu-

nity for women of different faiths to

share fellowship and refreshments,

and partake in an inspirational ser-

mon and meditation by Rev. Ann
Dotson from Rowlett, Texas.

Father William Evans, sacra-

mental minister for St. Jude Church,

welcomed the women and said, to his

knowledge, this meeting was the first

ecumenical effort by women in the

area.

The gathering was considered a

success by those in attendance, ac-

cording to Mary Phillabaum, St. Jude

Family Life Commission chairperson,

and the participants agreed to meet

again to share their similarities

rather than differences early in 2004.

Wine tastnng event to raise funds
other unique items.

The Charlotte Regional Catholic So-

cial Services (CSS) is a non-profit human

services agency that provides services to

those in need, regardless of economic,

sociSal, religious, racial or ethnic back-

ground. Services include: adoption ser-

vices and pregnancy support counseling;

material assistance; holiday outreach;

burial assistance; services to Charlotte's

increasing Hispanic community

CR\RLOTTE — The 2nd Annual

Vineyard of Hope Wine Tasting and

Auction fundraiser will be held to benefit

the Charlotte Regional Office of Catholic

Social Serv ices Oct. 24.

Over 400 people are expected to at-

tend the event to enjoy wines fi-om local

and national wineries and creative cuisine

ft-om Mimosa Grill. As an added attrac-

tion, chefs fi-om Johnson & Wales Univer-

sity will be on hand to demonstrate cook-

ing techniques and offer a virtual tour of

the new university, slated to open in Sep-

tember 2004.

Emcees Ty Boyd and Jim Babb will

lead the evening's festivities, which will

include a silent auction with donations

fi-om local and regional businesses, and a

live auction featuring vacations, rare

bottles of wine, personal chef services, and

WANT TO GO?
This fundraiser will tal<e place at the

Wachovia Atrium in Charlotte Oct. 24. Tick-

ets are $40 per person, or $75 per couple.

To purchase tickets or request additional

information, call (704) 370-0560. RSVPs

are required by Friday, Oct. 17, 2003.

Catholic Gift & Boo/c Store

Over 700 Book Titles, plus Bibles, Rosaries, Statues,

Medals, Tapes, CD, Plaques, & much, much more!

Hours: 9am- 5pm Monday - Friday

(336)273-2554 fax (336) 273-2441 233 N. Chwue St. Gmnshow, NC 27401

St James Catholic Church 4< Annual

BBQ

Wednesday October 1, 2003

50 Elm Ave, NW, Concord, NC
Between Union St N & Spring St N

From 10 AM to 7 PM
Dinner or 3 BBQ Sandwiches $6.50

Large take-out orders please call ahead and we'll have it ready.

Voice 704-720-0600 * or by fax 704-720-0610

School of Healing Prayer begins in Diocese of Charlotte

strives to help heal the mind, body andHIGH POINT— The first class of

the Level I School of Healing Prayer was

held at Maryfield Nursing Home.

Bruce and Ellen Brodowski of Caro-

linas Ecumenical Healing Ministries

(CEHM) facilitated the class of 52 stu-

dents organized by Rev. Mr. Ron

Steinkamp, permanent deacon at St.

Pius X Church in Greensboro, and his

wife Bette.

CEHM is a nonprofit organization

under the spiritual direction of Father

Dean Cesa, pastor of St. John the Baptist

Church in Tryon. The organization

soul through prayer. The School of Heal-

ing Prayer seminars equip individuals,

churches and prayer groups to minister

healing prayer through training video's

and a workbook featuring Dr. Francis

MacNutt and other leaders in the heal-

ing ministry.

CEHM plans to hold a School of

Healing Prayer in the Charlotte area in

the future. Those called to
.
a Christian

ministry of prayer, faith and healing can

obtain information by contacting Bruce

or EUen Brodowski at (704) 845-4638.
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Practice makes permanent

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Charlynn E, Ross, director of The University Learning Center at University of North
Carolina at Charlotte, helps fourth and fifth graders hone their study skills Sept
23 at St. Matthew School.

St. Matthew students brush up on their study skills

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — "Practice makes
permanent," said Charlynn Ross to the

fourth- and fifth-grade students of
St. Matthew School Sept. 23.

Ross, director of the University
Learning Center at the University of
North Carolina at Charlotte, spent the

next 30 minutes teaching the students

techniques to improve their study skills,

something that they will use for the next
12 (or more) years.

"Study skills are the foundation for a

successful academic career," said Debbie
Mixer, assistant principal of St. Mat-
thew School. "The earlier you begin
learning those skills, the more successful

you become."

If students learn good study and
time management skills early, those
skills are second nature when they enter

high school, said Ross.

Ross addressed the primary compo-
nents of studying efficiently: avoiding

distractions; breaking down assign-

ments into smaller, more manageable
tasks; taking frequent short breaks; an-

swering study questions while reading;

and taking notes effectively.

Ross further helped the students

identify what type of learners they are,

visual, auditory or tactile/moving learn-

ers. She gave suggestions for each spe-

cific type of learner.

"For example, my son always had to

be moving when he was young," she

said. "So I gave him a small, soft ball that

he could hold in one hand while he wrote
with the other." It kept him from swing-
ing his legs and kicking other students

under their desks, she explained.

A separate training session was held

in the evening for the parents to enable

them to help their children study more
effectively.

"Studying effectively is more im-
portant than studying a lot," Ross said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans
by calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., OiarloUe

(704) 537-2336 • («00) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection m

Driverswanted

"Nothing Could Be Finer"

Lowest
Prices

Members ofSt. Gabriel

Study tips from The
University of North

Carolina at Charlotte

University Learning

Center

Maximizing Study Time

Write down all assignments.

Keep a daily "To Do" list.

Pace yourself— don't cram!

Break big assignments and projects into

smaller daQy tasks.

Set a time limit for studying and reward
yourself with a healthy break (eat fruit,

stretch, try light exercise or take a quick

shower).

Use the "25/5 Method" — for every 25
minutes of studying give yourself a 5-

minute "health break" before returning

to your assignments. Your brain will be

at its maximum operating power!

Avoid the "Sirens' Call" of distractions

during homework— relax and have fun

with friends during your free time.

You should make time to enjoy yourself

everyday. But teach yourself to say "NO"
to behavior that will harm your learning

and your grades.

Reading Textboolis

Read the "Chapter Summary" first.

Write down the questions at the end of
the chapter on flashcards.

Then answer the questions as you find

them in your reading.

Think as you read, " What would be a

good test question?" Make you own
practice test, then match your test with

the teacher's test. You will be surprised

how many test questions will be alike!

Taldng Notes

Don't try and write down everything

the teacher says — just important key
words.

Do write down information that the

teach writes or displays.

Use abbreviations. RW = Revolution-

ary War.

Rewrite your notes after class while your
memory is still fresh.

Use different colors to highlight your
notes. For examples, use the color green

for information about oxygen, orange for

carbon dioxide, yellow for photosynthe-
sis. It is fun and you will remember
more!

Make flash cards out of your notes!

How do you best learnt

Through what you see? IVhat you hear?

JVhile you move?

Visuai Learners

Use colored pens, note cards and
highlighters.

Draw diagrams, maps, charts and pic-

ture of information that you need to

remember.

Imagine information as pictures or mov-
ies in your head.

Auditory Learners

Read difficult information out loud.

Practice questions and answers with a

study partner/parent.

Summarize paragraphs, chapters, sto-

ries and directions in your own words.

Tactile/Moving Learners

There is memory in your muscles!

Try a rocking or swivel chair while you
read.

Hold a smooth stone, small soft ball, etc.

in one hand whUe you study.

Create flash cards with questions on the

front and answers on the back.

Type your notes/study guides.

Use the suggestions that help you learn best!

Wild but not crazy:

Your nose knows: Study with a super

scent. Try rubbing a little scented lotion

under your nose while you study. Then
use the same lotion under your nose
while you take a test. Your recall should

increase. Our sense of smell is a strong

trigger of memory. Check with your
parents first before trying!

Last but not least. Think positi^'ely

about your assignments. Top leaders,

teachers, musicians, athletes and other

successful people will tell you that keep-

ing a good attitude is the key to over-

coming any problem.

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.
800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC • (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas
for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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Document on liturgy returned

VATICAN, from page 1

sible only for a good reason.

Tlie Rome-based magazine Jesus, a

publication of the Pauline Fathers, re-

ported Sept. 22 it had obtained a copy of

the June draft.

Cardinal Achille Silvestrini, a mem-
ber of the Congregation for the Doctrine

of the Faith, said the draft was discussed

by members of the doctrinal congrega-

tion and the Congregation for Divine

Worship and the Sacraments in June.

"Many observations were made,

both negative and positive," he told

Catholic News Service Sept. 24. "The

document which will be released eventu-

ally will not be the same document I

saw" because it was sent back for revi-

sion.

Another prelate who received the

draft said members of the two congrega-

tions were asked not only for observa-

tions about specific points in the draft,

but also whether they believed it was

"opportune" to publish the document.

Pope John Paul II, in his April en-

cyclical on the Eucharist, asked the con-

gregations to prepare a document, "in-

cluding prescriptions of a juridical na-

ture," on the obligation to follow church

rules for the celebration of Mass and

adoration of the Eucharist.

A Vatican official, who asked not to

be named, said it is normal for a docu-

ment to be returned to its drafting com-

mittee for revision prior to publication.

According to Jesus magazine, the

draft released in June emphasized the

importance of maintaining the distinc-

tions among the roles of the priest, dea-

con and laity at Mass, reaffirming the

Vatican's ban on anyone but the priest

or deacon gi\'ing the homily.

The magazine did not give any

more details on distribution of Com-
munion under both species, but said the

document also:

— Specifically discourages lay "pas-

toral assistants" in a parish from assum-

ing liturgical roles during the Mass.
— Recognizes a bishop's authority

to permit girls and women to serve at

the altar, "but never without a just pas-

toral reason, and priests must never be

obliged to call girls to this role."

— Reminds Catholics that "the min-

ister of the Eucharist" and the only cel-

ebrant of the Mass is the priest.

The Mass is not a "concelebration"

of the presiding priest and the congrega-

tion, therefore the expressions "celebrat-

ing community" or "celebrating assem-

bly" should be avoided.

The magazine said the draft docu-

ment also states that:

— "Applause and dance inside a

sacred building, even outside of the eu-

charistic celebration" are not allowed.

The rule could mean a change in litur-

gies at which Pope John Paul is present;

he is always greeted with applause and,

with congregations from certain parts of

the world, dance has been permitted,

particularly during the offertory proces-

sion.

— Under most circumstances non-

Catholics are not allowed to receive the

Eucharist at a Catholic liturgy. Minis-

ters from other Christian communities

should not stand next to Catholic cel-

ebrants during a Mass, and they should

not be asked to give a blessing to the

Catholic congregation.

CHILDREN'S CONSIGNMENT SALE
hosted by St. Gabriel Christian Mothers ' Group

CONSIGNORS NEEDED!
(receive 60% for quality children's clothing and
equipment; maternity clothes weIcome,too)

Saturday, Oct. 11th 8 am - 2 pm
St. Gabriel Church, Providence at Sharon Lane, Charlotte

E-mail or call Renee Foster rfoster2@carolina.rr.com or

(704-366-2073) between 9/29 and 10/3 to set consigning appointment.

Has >qticc?)iii» the uwchpasrc tulw from the middle doused

ihc iV.nm:'. <>i romance in yotir marriage? A Worldwide

n.ii'i f :u nunu r weekcnsl CAn reSiindlc liic sparks you

HI \uiii vvtdJinn J'ly' ^f'lrriagc tnconntcr is 44 hourti

• niuriMi couples cm get aviny from jois, kidi. diores,

liid phones—and t<>ai.s only on each otlier. If yftii'd

like yteaicr depth, arowih, and cnriJimcn! in your

rclaiion-.hip, you'll like ihc diftcrena' a Worldwide

Marriage lincxuinter wcttkaid can makel Join truilioni

of couples worldwide wito have learned how to lia.|)

tIjeJr marriages vilirant and alive,

Next Weekend Daicc
October 24-26 Nmembet?-^
AUpcirt HolUUy Inn, Cli«rloHi^ Conrtyanl Misritnl, Wilmington

Call Ttmi and FjiuKe Sandin (336) 274-4424 for info

A weekend of distDven,... a lifeiimc of k)vr

Visit our website at wwwiriadneighbor&cum

Liberian Boys Choir

entertains parishioners

Photo by Stephen Uzzell

MINT HILL — The Liberian Acappella Boys Choir sangfor about

130friends and parishioners at St. Luke Church in Mint Hill Sept. 14.

The group of orphansfrom the war-torn African nation consists of 13

boys ages 9-16. The choir demonstrated phenomenal harmony accompanied

by only an African (deer) drum in afew of their songs.

The choir is currently supported and sponsored by Perry Bown of

Waxhaw until Dec. 1, when they are required to return to their country.

For further information or bookings, please call (206) 270-9600 or

write Liberian Acappella Boys Choir, P.O. Box 1238, Lancaster, S.C.

29722.

Join your friends and

fellow parishioners at

the Salesian

Leadership Seminar.

This interactive

program offers

Salesian perspectives

on the Beatitudes and

the Seven Gifts of the

Holy Spirit.

Presented by Loretta Bedner and

Michael S. Murray, OSFS

Please contact Brenda

Agnew at 336-869-8075

(or BbrendaMae@aol.com)

for registration or

information. We suggest a

free will offering of $10 to

cover the cost of materials

and Saturday's lunch.

Friday Evening, October 3:

7 pm - 9 pm
Saturday, October 4:

9 am - 3:30 pm

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Church

4145 Johnson Street

High Point, NC 27265

(at the corner of Skeet Club Rd. and Jotmson St.)

2)^ SaAes
SPIRITUALITY CENTER

1120 Blue Ball Road
Chllds, MD 21916-0043

410-398-3040, ext. 237

www.oblates.org/spiritualify
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Communion:
The ^source and summit

THE BREAD OF ANGELS

COMMUNION, from page 1

ish, their parents, grandparents and

aunt smiled proudly at the accomplish-

ment of these two young people.

"It's important to feel the presence of

God in our lives," said their mother,

Adriana Pereira. "We receive Jesus be-

cause, as he said, 'Do this in remem-
brance of me.'"

The center ofCatholic life

'The font of all the sacramental cel-

ebrations is the Eucharist," said Cris

Villapondo, director of the diocesan office

of faith formation.

The Eucharist is one of the three

sacraments of initiation, along with bap-

tism and confirmation. According to Fa-

ther Peter PQein's "The Catholic Source

Book," baptism "immerses a person in

their identity" and confirmation "im-

merses a person in their mission." Eu-

charist "immerses a person in their des-

tiny."

In the time of the early church, the

sacrament of holy Communion was first

given to infants at the time of their bap-

tism. Over the centuries, the custom be-

came to wait until the age of 14. In the

20th century. Pope Pius X declared that

children "of the age of reason"— 7 years

old— were to receive first Communion.

'The Church draws her life from the

Eucharist. This truth does not simply

express a daily experience of faith, but

recapitulates the heart of the mystery of

the Church," Pope John Paul II wrote in

his April 2003 encyclical letter "Ecclesia

De Eucharistia."

"In a variety of ways she joyfully

experiences the constant fulfillment of

the promise: 'Lo, I am with you always,

to the close of the age' (Mt 28:20), but in

the Holy Eucharist, through the chang-

ing of bread and wine into the body and

blood of the Lord, she rejoices in this

presence with unique intensity," the

pope stated.

"The Second Vatican Council

rightly proclaimed that the Eucharistic

sacrifice is 'the source and summit of the

Christian life,'" Belleville Bishop Wilton

D. Gregory, president of the United

States Conference of Catholic Bishops

wrote in response to the encyclical.

'The Church was born of the pas-

chal mystery," said Bishop Gregory.

"For this very reason the Eucharist,

which is in an outstanding way the sac-

rament of the paschal mystery, stands at

the centre of the Church's life."

"By giving the Eucharist the promi-

nence it deserves, and by being careful

You 're Invited!

to

Room At The Inn's

Ninth Annual Banquet

The Westin Charlotte

Thursday, October 23, 2003

Featured Speaker

The Honorable J.C. Watts

Registration/Reception: 5:30pm

Dinner: 7:00 pm

Reservations arefree, but required.

To reserveyour reservation or to host a table often,

contact Megan Kimmel (704) 521-2774 ext 10,

iroomattheinn@carolina.rr.com by October 6th.

Room At The Inn is a pro-life Catholic maternity home providing

an alternative to abortionfor single pregnant women.

Photo Br Karen A. Evans

Ximena and Guillermo Pereira eagerly wait for their turn to walk up the aisle at St.

Ann Church. The children are Colombian natives, and had to postpone making their

first Communion until they had settled in the United States.

not to diminish any of its dimensions or

demands, we show that we are truly

conscious of the greatness of this gift,"

Pope John Paul II said in his encyclical

letter.

"We are urged to do so by an unin-

terrupted tradition, which fi"om the first

centuries on has found the Christian

community ever vigilant in guarding

this 'treasure,'" he continued. "Inspired

by love, the Church is anxious to hand

on to future generations of Christians,

without loss, her faith and teaching with

regard to the mystery of the Eucharist.

There can be no danger of excess in our

care for this mystery, for 'in this sacra-

ment is recapitulated the whole mystery

of our salvation.'"

Celebration of the sacred

Following the Mass, family and

friends gathered to celebrate Ximena
and Guillermo's first Communion. The
children handed out silver angel

bookmarks with their names, the date

and "First Communion" engraved on

them. Although they counted and

recounted their monetary gifts, it was

their love of God and their family and

friends that was the focus of that special

day.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships With FamHie.i

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'U interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

.\t Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
704 549 4010

(/tftiM^ Angels.^^
wv\'V\.visi!in'itUicci.s cum
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Author aims to help

Catholics 'pummeled' by

those who quote Scripture

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: SEPT. 28, 2003

BY CHRISTINE ALEX.\NDER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

TOLEDO, Ohio — If you've e\ er

been bombarded by a well-intentioned

friend tlirowing Bible \erses at you,

then you'll appreciate how Greg Oatis

happened tq w rite "Catholic Doctrine in

Scripture," published by Coming Home
Resources in Zanesville.

"I ne\er intended to write a book,"

he said. "I just wanted to compile verses

for RCIA candidates for times when

they would be confronted by well-

meaning, but not well-informed folks

regarding the Bible— those who know

diddly about the Catholic faith."

So in 1996, Oatis started to comb

through Scripture for explanatory

verses giving background to what

Catholics believe. "As I read the Bible,

the list just grew and grew," he ex-

plained in an inter\ iew with the Catho-

lic Chronicle, newspaper of the Toledo

Diocese.

He looked for "hot-button" topics

and issues directed against Catholic

doctrine and \iews: papal infallibility;

the real presence of Jesus in the Eucha-

rist; calling priests "Father"; statues in

church; Mary; infant baptism; and the

Trinity.

"Unless you're schooled in

apologetics, most people can't confront

this — they're frequently at a loss and

can be thrown for a loop," he said.

Once his list was fairly complete he

started to pass it on and peojjle would

re(iuest copies. Then an RCIA director

requested 20 copies.

"I was up to ,50 topics," the author

explained, and his own search was

bearing personal fruit.

"It was moving for me to spend

time in Scripture and also readings

of the early (church) fathers," he

said. "You cannot help but be im-

pressed by seeing how the Hebrew
traditions and Catholic faith are a

seamless garment. It's like an electri-

cal net with the references of Old and

New (Testaments) all connected. It

really is one work — a set of books

but one Word."

He said the unraveling was both

"awe-inspiring and humbling." And he

discovered "no faith tradition captures

it in all its immensity like the Catholic

faith does."

Oatis stresses that he is no theolo-

gian. "I'm just a guy who came to love

the faith late in life," he said.

But his humble search gained a

greater audience when he was involved

in an Internet chat. "It was a Protes-

tant-Catholic dialogue kind of thing

and I was getting pummeled," he said.

"A lot of Christ-loving Protestants just

have so many misconceptions about the

church."

Into the dialogue came a nun from

the Southwest who "rode in on her

white horse and rescued me," he said,

joking. Oatis sent her a copy of his

quotes and the next thing he knew 100

copies were requested in the Southwest.

Then the "Coming Home" show led

by Marcus Grodi, a TV show host

spotlighting Protestants who have

come to Catholicism, wanted to pubUsh

the manuscript.

"Every step of the way this has

been a Spirit-led project," Oatis said. "If

the Holy Spirit had asked me directly to

write a book, I would have said, Tm
not your man.' There are many books

that do a wonderful job affirming the

scriptural basis for Catholic beliefs.

They're deeply educational but you

pass through a lot of prose to get to the

meat of the verses. This one is more

streamlined."

Although the average Catholic can

feel overwhelmed when facing a scrip-

tural assault, Oatis said this shouldn't

be the case.

"Catholics don't realize how much

Scripture they know," he said. "We ab-

sorb it through years of hearing it at

Mass, but it's not arranged topically.

We can't quote chapter and verse, but

we know the Bible."

Is he critical of those who lob Bible

verses at Catholics? "God bless

evangelicals," he said. "I love evangeli-

cal Protestants. We (Catholics) prob-

ably agree with them on a lot more

than they would think."

Rather than being at odds with one

another, he said, "We are allies against

the pagan influence in our culture. We
should be shoulder to shoulder."

Editor's Note: More information on

"Catholic Doctrine in Scripture," which

costs $10.95 plus shipping and handling,

is available on the Coming Home Re-

sources Web site at: www.chresources.com^

or by calling: (877) 455-3208; or by writ-

ing: CHResources, P.O. Box 8290,

Zanesville, OH 43702.

Sept 28, Twenty-

sixth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:

1) Numbers 11:25-29

Psalm 19:8, 10, 12-14

2) James 5:1-6

3) Gospel: Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Last spring I made one of my life's

great decisions. I retired from teaching

so that I could work full time in my
parish as pastoral assistant. I found the

process of saying goodbye to the class-

room forever a daunting experience.

Outside the classroom windows the oak

trees have stood as silent witnesses,

marking the seasons and noting the col-

lage of students who have worked at the

art of growing up. Inside this room the

pilgrims have ridden to Canterbury,

Macbeth always has been fooled by the

witches and seniors impatiently have

looked toward graduation.

However, now was the time to sort

and clean. Every dusty piece of paper

and book seemed to have a memory
attached. Leaving room A- 104 was an

intense time of reflection for me.

This classroom, designated A-104

on the school map, has welcomed stu-

dents from the hot spots of the world and

from all religions. I guess one might say

ours has been a dialogue comprised of

hundreds of voices communicating, dis-

cussing and pondering life's secrets over

the years.

In the classroom we shared the com-

mon language of English, which helped

to develop the common language of re-

spect and acceptance of the dignity and

worth of each student without regard to

homeland or religion. We learned from

each other. Conversations often started

with "In my country we or 'W^e do

this in my religion because or "I don't

understand why Americans ..." Youth

whose countrymen might be trying to

kill each other in other parts of the world

were at home, sitting next to each other

in this classroom, sharing ideas and

learning to communicate.

Closing the door one last time, I was

again reminded that the diverse group of

young people who had been entrusted to

my care taught me more than I may

have taught them.

Today in Numbers and Mark's

Gospel, we have stories of the unex-

pected. The Spirit moves beyond the tent

and into the camp; likewise, the healing

power of Jesus moves beyond the ranks

of the Twelve and surprises John. In our

own era of separation of church and

state, the Spirit ofGod goes where it will

to help facilitate understanding among

people of good will.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 28 OCTOBER 4

Sunday (Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Numbers 11:25-29, James 5:1-6,

Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48; Monday (Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael), Daniel 7:9-10,

13-14 James 1:47-51
;
Tuesday (St. Jerome), Zechariah 8:20-23, Luke 9:51-56; Wednes-

day (St. Therese of the Child Jesus), Nehemiah 2:1-8, Luke 9:57-62; Thursday (Guard-

ian Angels), Nehemiah 8:1-4, 5-6, 7-12, Matthew 18:1-5, 10; Friday, Baruch 1:15-22,

Luke 10:13-16; Saturday (St. Francis of Assisi), Baruch 4:5-12, 27-29, Luke 10:17-24

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 5 - OCTOBER 11

Sunday (Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time), Genesis 2:18-24, Hebrews 2:9-

11 Mark 10:2-16; Monday (Bl. Marie-Rose Durocher), Jonah 1:1—2:1, 11, Luke 10:25-

37; Tuesday (Our Lady of the Rosary), Jonah 3:1-10, Luke 10:38-42; Wednesday,

Jonah 41-11, Luke 11:1-4; Thursday (St. Denis and companions, St. John Leonard!),

Malachi 3:13-20, Luke 11:5-13; Friday, Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2, Luke 11:15-26; Saturday,

Joel 4:12-21, Luke 11:27-28

P/ease pra^ for the

following priest who
^

died during the month

of October

Rev. Msgr. William Wellein 1997

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

i
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'PASSION' IN FILMMAKING

CNS PHOTO FROM Icon Productions

Mel Gibson directs Jim Caviezel as Jesus in the movie 'The Passion' during filming

in Italy. While- the film was still being made this summer, Gibson and his production

company, Icon, had given screenings of parts of the movie to select viewers.

Vatican official, arclibisliop

praise Gibson's 'Passion'
FROM

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME — The liead of tlie Vatican

Congregation for Clergy said he hopes

every Catholic priest will see Mel
Gibson's film, 'The Passion."

"One of the great achievements of

this film is to have shown so effectively

both the horror of sin and selfishness,

and the redeeming power of love," said

Cardinal Dario Castrillon Hoyos, the

congregation prefect.

An interview with the cardinal

about the film was published Sept. 1 7 by

ACI Prensa, the Latin American Catho-

lic news agency, and Sept. 18 by the

Italian newspaper La Stampa.

La Stampa said Cardinal

Castrillon had seen a rough cut of the

film, which is scheduled for a spring

2004 release. The paper said Gibson
came to Rome the first week of Septem-

ber and "a private viewing was orga-

nized for a few Catholic personalities,"

including the cardinal.

Cardinal Castrillon also is president

of the Pontifical Commission "Ecclesia

Dei," the office established by Pope John

Paul II for the pastoral care of Catholics

attached to the liturgy as it was cel-

ebrated before the Second Vatican Coun-
cil. While in Rome shooting the film,

Gibson arranged for a priest to come to

the set to celebrate a Tridentine Mass
each morning.

In the interview. Cardinal

Castrillon said the film is "faithful to the

meaning of the Gospels as understood

by the church" and is not anti-Semitic.

Some Catholic and Jewish scholars have

expressed concern that the fdm blames

Jews for the death ofJesus and could fuel

anti-Semitism.

"It captures the subtleties and the

horror of sin, as well as the gentle power
of love and forgiveness, without making
or insinuating blanket condemnations
against one group," he said.

"Anti-Semitism, like all forms of rac-

ism, distorts the truth in order to put a

whole race of people in a bad light," the

cardinal said. "This film does nothing of

the sort."

Cardinal Castrillon said the film, al-

though at times graphic, "provokes love

and compassion."

"It is my belief that if we could un-

derstand what Jesus Christ did for us

and we could follow his example of love

and forgiveness, there would not be ha-

tred or violence in the world," he said.

The short clips of "The Passion"

shown during the August convention of

the Knights of Columbus left U.S. Arch-

bishop John P. Foley "very impressed."

The archbishop, president of the

Pontifical Council for Social Communi-
cations, was at the Washington conven-

tion Aug. 7 when Gibson made an unex-

pected appearance and screened 10 to 12

minutes of his film on the suffering and

death of Jesus.

"What I saw was very good," Arch-

bishop Foley told Catholic News Service

Sept. 15. "I thought it just reported what

the Gospel describes."

Archbishop Foley said the few

scenes he saw made it clear that, as the

Catholic Church teaches, "we are all re-

sponsible for die death of Jesus, and in

my conversation afterward with Mr.

Gibson he told me that is what lie be-

lieves."

"This is his meditation on the Pas-

sion," the archbishop said.

Archbishop Foley said that the
scenes he saw showed no evidence of

"prejudice or a desire to inflame any anti-

Semitism."

The archbishop said he did tell

Gibson that if he really wanted to be

accurate he should not have had the

Roman officials speaking Latin, but

Greek — the administrative language

used in Palestine at the time ofJesus; and

that the inscription placed over Jesus'

head on the cross should have been writ-

ten right to left in the Semitic style.

FUN AND PROPHETS
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1 Playwright Cocteau

5 Exclamation

8 Sicilian volcano

12 Killer whale

13 Dude

14 of Judah

15 Butcher a manuscript

16 Crunch target

17 Golf club

. out

Ancient Hebrew ascetic

Singer DeFranco

Companion to 5 Across

Brain lobe

Loony

Upside down mom
"A Hymn to " (My Fair Lady song)

Labor group

36 Whale of a prophet

39 Papal headquarters

Dwarf in Snow White
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Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneraJ.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofCohimbus

56 Red planet

57 Japanese drama

58 Andy's prophetic partner?

59 Entry

60 Letters after personal revelation

61 Nelson's exclamation in "The Simpson's"
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7 Prophet with marital woes
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9 Grow weary

10 High

11 Wife of Henry VIII

19 Tolkien creature

21 Witnessed

24 German philosopher Schelling

25 Kanga's son

26 Possess

27 Actress Tyler

29 D minus CC
30 Car maker

31 Thither

34 Last prophet in Hebrew Bible

37 Adapt

38 Condo org.
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Advent prophet
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Austen novel
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Cross letters
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50 Star Wars city: _
51 Space agency

54 One of Paul's Itrs.
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'Lyon's Den holds promise

CNS PHOTO FROM NBC

Rob Lowe stars as attorney John "Jack" Turner in the new NBC drama "The Lyon's

Den." The series premieres this fall on Sundays in prime time. Catholic News Service

describes the show as a show that 'holds promise.'

lie Church is looking for an experienced

part-time director for Saturday night and

Sunday morning Masses. If you live

within a reasonable driving distance of

Statesville and have an interest, please

call the church office at (704) 872-2579.

Great part-time salary.

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

INSURANCE: Best Health, Life, LTC
and Medicare supplements at best rates!

Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 845-1416.

REAL ESTATE

2.4ACRE LOT: Gorgeous lot in private,

gated community. Across the road from

boat and beach facilities on High Rock

Lake. Planned amenities include

pool, tennis, clubhouse. $50,000. Call

(919) 481-1682.

TOWNHOUSE: Charlotte A4, Sardis

Forest - Beautiful. Brick. 2 Bedrooms,

1.5 Baths, 1,1 76 square feet. New carpet,

paint, vinyl. $1 12,500. (704) 708-8596.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!

Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NO 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

JOHN T. WEISENBERGER

Hendrick Acura
6824 E. independence Blvd.

Chariotte, NC 28227

704-566-2317
704-566-2320 Fax
800-763-7811 Toll Free

wvm.hendrickacura.com

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

ASSISTANT EDITOR: Excellent op-

portunity for Journalism graduate to

work full time as Assistant Editor for

weekly, statewide Catholic publication

with approx. 29k household circulation.

Previous related experience/ internship

preferred. Travel required. Knowledge

of Catholic faith, Ouark Xpress, Adobe
Photoshop, strong writing skills and

some photography experience required.

For consideration mail or fax resume

salary requirements and non-re-

nable clips/photos to: HR, 1662

ram Rd., Charleston, SC 29407.

402-9071

BUSINESS FOR SALE: Cabinet Shop

business. Smoky Mountains, near

Maggie Valley. Great buy. Owner must

retire. (828)"'452-.'3828 (day) or(828)

926-19.T8 (evening).

CHOIR DIRECTOR: St I'hilip s Catho-

TVWATCH

NBC continues to

push envelope
BY ANNE NAVARRO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — NBC continues to

push the envelope by introducing some

racy new programs which, without their

vamped-up sex quotient, are clearly just

derivative, stale shows that rehash fa-

miliar themes. However, one bright note

is the sweet "Miss Match" starring Alicia

Silverstone, whose charm helps to hide

some of the program's flaws.

None of the shows can be wholly

recommended as appropriate family

viewing because of mature themes and

the casual (and by now pervasive in

practically all network shows) attitude

toward premarital sex.

NBC'S NEW FALL SERIES

AT A GLANCE:

— "The Lyon's Den," Sundays,

lO-ll p.m. EOT.
Rob Lowe returns to Washington in

this law drama in which a do-good law-

yer is plucked from an inner-city law

clinic to replace the managing partner of

a lucrative and possibly shady law firm

who died mysteriously.

Holds Promise: This mixture of

soap opera-melodrama and lawyerly in-

trigue is strangely appealing with the

love-to-hate sleazy characters pitted

against an implausibly good and decent

guy as a potential hook for audiences.

— "Las Vegas, " Mondays, 9-10

p.m. EOT.
Drama set in Sin City which re-

volves around a high-stakes casino's

surveillance and security team headed

by James Caan.

Some Interest: It's all smoke and

mirrors as fast cuts, sharp camera

angles and low necklines are used to

distract audiences from shallow char-

acterizations and mediocre writing.

However, Caan and newcomer Josh

Duhamel have a certain zing in their

master-apprentice interactions that

can be appealing.

— "Whoopi," Tuesdays, 8-8:30

p.m. EOT
Comedy starring Whoopi Goldberg

as the owner of a small New York City

hotel where her unemployed lawyer

brother hangs out a shingle and an opin-

A'lon-I'ri 9:30ani-5:30pia

Sat. 9:30am-3:00pm

ionated Iranian handyman keeps things

lively.

Some Interest: Stereotypical charac-

ters and jokes that can be racially and

politically charged may be insulting to

some or just plain funny to others. The
topical humor may get a mixed recep-

tion depending on which side of the po-

litical fence the viewer is on.

— "Happy Family," Tuesdays,'

8:30-9 p.m. EDT.
Christine Baranski and John

Larroquette star as soon-to-be empty-

nesters who find their three adult chil-

dren may not have turned out as well as

they thought. Now they end up seeing

them more often than when the kids

were living at home.

Holds Promise: The writing is

smart, insightful and a few times even

laugh-out-loud funny. Baranski and

Larroquette have a convincing relation-

ship. The supporting characters, how-

ever, need to be better fleshed out, and

the mature situations do not make it

family fare despite the show's name.

— "Coupling," Thursdays, 9:30-

10 p.m. EDT.
Sitcom about six thirtysomething

singles who are either involved, formerly

involved, or looking to become involved

with one another, and basically just

"hang out." Sound familiar?

Don't Bother: Aside from the wall-to-

waE sex talk that is supposed to pass for

witty repartee, the pilot's blatant rip-off of

a "Seinfeld" episode is just one example of

how this "Friends" replacement-hopeful

sinks to new lows in its quest to imitate

the edgier cable TV shows with its coarse

attitude toward sex. Based on a BBC/
Hartswood FUms series.

— "Miss Match, " Fridays, 8-9

p.m. EDT
Drama about a young divorce law-

yer (Alicia Silverstone) who has a knack

for matchmaking despite her profession.

Good Bet: The show takes a re-

freshingly pleasant look at finding

true love, and Silverstone's charm and

infectious smile help hide the

program's few flaws.

Navarro is a part-time reviewerfor the

Officefor Film & Broadcasting of the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Coring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1 41

2

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derito 704-596-3291

Carolina r^fi

Catholic ^
Bookshoppe

t Special Cards

t Religious Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) 334-3313

4410-F Moiircie Road, Charlotre, NC
www.carolinacatholicbooks.coni

We welcome mail orders attd special orders!
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Put away your apron tonight.

Give your order to the chef.

For the retirement lifestyle of choice, independence

and flexibility, call today for pre-construction pricing.

Reserve now— move later.

You MAKE THE DECISION.

736KIKIVBVKKI
•"M A R Y F 1 E L D1 E L

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

1315 Greensboro Road • High Point, NC 27260

336-886-4103 or 336-886-2444

sponsored by the Sisters of the

Poor Servants of the Mother of God.

Aspects of Appalachia

UPCOMING CONFERENCE
HIGHLIGHTS WESTERN
NORTH CAROLINA

BY

JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

LAKE JUNALUSKA — "Appalachia

makes us think of people who live in the

hUls, who love nature's freedom and beauty,

who are alive with song and poetry. But

many oftiiese people are also poor and suffer

oppression" ("ThLs Land is Home to Me—
A Pastoral Message on Poverty and Power-

lessness in Appalachia").

In fact, while some may think of Ap-
palachia as poor, rural and somewhere in

the Southern mountains, Appalachia
comprises areas of 13 states, from New
York to Mississippi. Twenty-nine of the

Diocese of Charlotte's 46 counties and 33

percent of its Catholics are in Appalachia.

Retirees are moving to western
North Carolina to take adv antage of the

beautiful scenery and temperate climate.

Immigrants from Latin America and
other areas of the world also come seeking

opportunities they didn't have at Jiome.

Others, residents who've lived a long time

in Appalachia, are stuck in poverty and

joblessness, and like the new immigrants,

often are without power.

The Bishop Begley Conference on
Appalachia, scheduled for Oct. 10-12 at

Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat

Center, offers an opportunity to learn

more about this diverse region of North
Carolina.

Six)nsored by the diocesan Office of

Justice and Peace of Catholic Social Ser-

vices, the conference will explore Appala-

chian socio-economic issues and look at

Catholic-sponsored grassroots commu-
nity development efforts. Sessions will also

assess the current and future importance of

1975 and 1995 pastoral messages from

the Cathohc bishops of Appalachia, the

aforementioned 'This Land is Home to

Me" and "At Home in tlie Web ofLife—

A

Pastoral Message on Sustainable Commu-
nities in Appalachia," respectively.

The conference is named in-honor of

Bishop Michael J. Begley, the first bishop

of Charlotte.

"When Bishop Begley had been our

bishop for just one year, he took on the

role (in 1973) of president of the Catholic

Committee of Appalachia," said Joseph

Purello, Office of Justice and Peace direc-

tor. "It was under his leadership that

This Land is Home to Me' was written."

"He was the one who wrote to all the

other bishops in Appalachia to encourage

their being part of this letter to address

issues of ]x)werlessness and |X)vert}' in Ap-
palachia," .said Purello. "So, in a way, our

di(K-c'se had a s|m ial role in that letter. We
thought it was time to revisit tliose issues."

Bishop Walter F. Sullivan, bishop of

Richmond, Va., will give the ojx-ning ad-

dress, "Raising a New Consciousness of

What it Means to be Church— The U.S.

Bishops are Called to Respond to Power-

lessness and Oppression in Appalachia."

The conference brochure notes that

"Bishop Sullivan will discuss the years

preceding the publication of... This Land
is Home to Me,' highlighting Bishop

Michael J. Begley's work during he pasto-

ral letter's formative years

Attendees, can choose from 12 work-

shops, interspersed with the talks

throughout the weekend. The final ple-

nary session of the conference will feature

the work ofthree diocesan outreach offices

in Appalachia, including the Office of Eco-

nomic Opportunity of the Dioce.se of

Charlotte in Murphy.

Evening programs will focus on
Appalachia's cultural richness. Looking
first at the region's earliest inhabitants,

Freeman Owle, Cherokee storyteller and

member of the Eastern Band of Cherokee

Indians, will recount Native American
stories and legends on Friday evening.

Barbara Freeman will offer traditional

Appalachian storytelling, along with mu-
sic from the group Smoky Mountain
Melodies, on Saturday evening.

Sunday morning, Hispanics, the

region's newest residents, will be remem-
bered in the liturgy. Msgr. Mauricio W.
West, diocesan administrator, will cel-

ebrate "The Mass of the Immigrants."

Bishop Sullivan will preach the homily.

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailJnell@dnet.net.

WANT TO GO?
The Bishop Begley Conference on

Appalachia will take place at Lake

Junaluska Conference and Retreat

Center Oct. 10-12. The $60 registra-

tion fee does not include meals or

lodging. Call the Office of

Justice and Peace at (704) 370-

3225, (704) 370-3231 or e-mail

justicepeace@charlottediocese.org

for registration information.

Both pastoral letters on Appalachia

can be purchased for $7.50 from the

Catholic Committee of Appalachia

(CCA). To order the letters, contact

CCA director Franciscan Sister

Robbie Pentecost at (606) 297-8792.

DON'T PROCRASTINATE - CALL NOW!

You could

125,000
1 be singing too aftier more tlian

1 readers see YOUR company's
ad iiere!

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and
individuals, too!

1
^ (Satholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now! BKagOBOBBm
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Perspectives A collection of columns,

editorials and viewpoints

Letters to the Editor

Darwin book
review in question

I am continually amazed at how

little discernment goes into various

items tliat appear in The Catholic News

c? Herald, this is especially true of many

of" your book re\ ie\vs, including John

Haught's "Deeper Than Darwin"

('Turning Darwin's theory into a theol-

ogy of e\olution," Sept. 12).

As Haught is a "Catholic theologian"

from Georgetown, one's suspicions are

immediately engaged with respect to

this author. This no-longer-Catholic

uni\'ersity just finished pillorying Car-

dinal Francis Arinze during his com-

mencement address because he defended

the family and Catholic Church teach-

ing. The university also gave us Monika

Hellwig, another "Catholic theologian"

who proposed Jesus was the result of a

Roman soldier's rape of his mother.

So, I was curious how this particu-

lar book would be reviewed; would it be

along positive or negative lines in re-

spect to the faith? The author clearly

subscribes to Darwinian theory with its

underpinning corollary, Natural Selec-

tion. There is not a shred ofevidence that

supports macroevolution unequivocally.

There are a number of recent studies

that do not support the Darwinian thesis

at all, or at least cast credible doubt.

The bottom line here is such infor-

mation, especially from so-called Catho-

lic theologians, only serve to further con-

fuse an already woefully under-cat-

echized Catholic population.

Dr. George Knauer
*

Sylva

Editor's response: The Catholic

News & Herald does not endorse any of

the books reviewed by Catholic News
Service and featured in our Culture

Watch section. The Catholic News Ser-

vice reviews offer analyses of books from

a Catholic perspective, and often inform

readers whether or not the books are in

line with Catholic teaching.

The full title of the book in question

is "Deeper Than Darwin: The Prospect

for Religion in the Age of Evolution." As

that title may be misleading, our intent

was to inform readers of the book's con-

tent and its author's intent so informed

decisions could be made on whether or

not to read the book.

Similarly, we often choose to print

movie reviews that the U.S. bishops' Of-

fice of Film and Broadcasting have de-

clared "morally offensive" (such as the

review of "The Order," which also ap-

peared in the Sept. 12 issue). Our intent

is again to inform our readers to the

content of the movies .so informed deci-

sions can be made before deciding to see

the mo\'ie.

Guest column
gets almost
everything right

Dr. Cris Villapando gets almost ev-

erything right in his guest column

("Adult faith formation: Antidote to five

myths in the Catholic Church," Sept.

12). However, his Myth No. 2 about

"going to war is a matter of national

security" is liighly flawed.

Discussions that the just war theory

was inadequate were commonplace in

the news media. Even past administra-

tions admit that Saddam Hussein had
.

chemical, biological and planned nuclear

weapons. It has been documented that

Hussein tortured using electricity, rou-

tinely cut out people's tongues, forced

men to watch as their wives were raped

and children tortured, plunged men to

die in plastic shredders, violently sup-

pressed the 1991 Kurdish uprising

(30,000 civilian deaths) and routinely

executed thousands of political oppo-

nents.

It's always wise to plan a peaceful

avenue to stopping this evU. The pope

advocated peace as the best possibility.

But even the pope understands some
injustices have to be stopped, even with

something as bad as war. Without any

better answers, a just war can end such

evils as slavery, fascism, Nazism and

Communism. Has the pope ever met

evUs as bad as Hussein? Meeting these

evUs is the only way to defeat them.

The pope is infallible when it comes

to doctrine and morality. As great as he

is, he's only human. We hope that he

deals with his next encounter with evil

as efficiently.

Kevin Roeten

Asheville

Dr. Cris Villapando's response:

The pope, the world community and I

agree with him that Hussein was hor-

rendously barbaric. However, Mr.

Roeten misses the following points:

The just war theory is not an official

doctrinal prescription to pre-empt evil. I

and the 100 ethicists who condemned the

war in Iraq believe the pope is not fallible

on this doctrine. Check the catechism.

There are more than 1,000 ways

of waging peace. Has Mr. Roeten

tried any of them? We shamed the

early Christian martyrs who for 300

years confronted evil with evangelical

love. These martyrs were not dumb,
stupid or naive.

Column proves more
work ahead

In response to Dr. Cris Villapando's

guest column ("Adult faith formation: An-
tidote to five myths in the Catholic

Church," Sept. 12), I would hope to see

greater rigor in defining such an important

concept as faith.

Dr. Villapondo's premise that "f^th is

the ongoing search for meaning" describes

philosophy rather than faith, which is a gift

from God, "the assurance of things hoped

for, the conviction ofthings not .seen." (Heb

1 1:1) It is precisely faith tliat "gives light to

man's search for the meaning of his life."

(CCC #26)

The statistics cited by Dr. ViUapondo

regarding Mass attendance and those con-

cerning belief in the Eucharist prove we

are not successftiUy conveying to our chil-

dren tlie essential truths of tiie faith, so it is

irreftitable that in recent years Christian

education has been deficient, as lie states.

That Catholic adults still "search for

meaning" implies we have yet to properly

introduce them to Him who is Truth. Dr.

Villapondo's quote from the U.S. bishop's

pastoral letter, "Our Hearts Were Burning

Within Us," stating adult faith formation

as the central task of catechesis omits the

paragraph's final sentence which

BY GINA RHODES
DIRECTOR OF PLANNED GIVING

For the rest of your life, the Diocese

of Charlotte will send you a check every

quarter, or annually if you wish. The

amount will be the same every time.

While the economy may rise or recede,

your check will remain the same. You

can count on it because we back our

commitment to you with the fuU assets

of the Diocese of Charlotte.

The total amount you receive every

year is determined in advance and de-

pends on several things, including your

age and the amount you give to establish

the arrangement. For example, if you're

75 years old, you'll receive more than

someone younger who gives the same

amount.

Furthermore, for the rest ofyour life

and your spouse's life, you wUl enjoy the

satisfaction that your arrangement with

the Diocese of Charlotte wQl someday

provide your parish with much needed

prescribes its focus: 'This can be done spe-

cifically through developing in adults a

better understanding of and participation

in the full sacramental life of the Church."

This brings us to his third point on

which we also agree: the adaptation of the

liturgy is hopefully ongoing. The liturgy

as it stands today cannot support the great

mystery ofGod's true presence on the altar

of sacrifice.

The vocabulary of any program of

faith formation — child or adult— must

include sacraments, grace and Jesus

Christ, and must proceed from a proper

articulation of what faith is.

Linda Knauer

Greens Creek

Dr. Cris Villapando responds: Faith

is the ongoing search for meaning in the

sense of "Fides Quaerens Intellectum" (St.

Anselm).

financial resources. By letting us help

you with lifetime support, you enable us

to serve future generations.

The IRS favors these arrangements

and provides the donor with a charitable

income tax deduction. It's one way the

government encourages the private sec-

tor to support the charitable community.

The arrangement we are talking

about here is the charitable gift annuity.

Year in and year out, it is the most

popular life income-planned giving ve-

hicle available.

Would you like to learn more about

charitable gift annuities and how they

can benefit you and your parish? To
review a tailor-made illustration for

your consideration, please call me at

(704) 370.3320 or e-mail me at

gmrhodes@charlottediocese.org.

/ hope to hearfrom you soon, so that I

can begin sendingyou an annuity check on a

regular schedule—for the rest ofyour Ufe!

(Please complete and return this form.)

Q Please send me (us) a free illustration to show the benefits of having

a gift annuity with the Diocese.

Age(s) / Amount $

I I

Please contact me (us) about a personal visit. The best time to call me

(us) is; .

Ol (we) do not have a current will. Please send your free "How To Make

a Will That Works" brochure.

Please send information about the Catholic Heritage Society.

4

Name:

Addressj .

City; ^

State; Zip; Phone;

Mail this form to; Gina Rhodes, Diocese of Charlotte, 1123 S. Church Street,

Charlotte, N.C. 28203

For the rest ofyour life

i
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^Rose stories' received from readers
Last October, 1 wrote a column

about my devotion to St. Therese and

shared with readers a "rose story" about

receiving a shower of roses after praying

to God through the intercession of St.

Therese.

I asked readers for their rose stories

and was amazed to find my mailbox

flooded with intimate and faith-filled tes-

timonies to the power of praying to the

"Little Flower," the simple Carmelite nun
who has been called the "greatest saint of

modern times" by our popes.

After reading more than 200 ac-

counts of healings and miracles, I felt

empowered and inspired in my devo-

tion to the French saint, and compelled

to gather even more stories for a collec-

tion I hope to publish in the near future.

Since it is time again to celebrate

the feast ofmy patron saint, I wanted to

share with readers another rose story:

The wedding invitations had been

sent. The reception hall was booked.

My bridal gown hung in my mother's

closet waiting to be worn for the special

occasion most girls dream about their

entire lives.

But I couldn't quiet the anxiety

that lurked in my heart: Was marriage

my calling? I was about to commit

Our Turn

THERESE J.

BORCHARD
CNS ColumnistGuest

myself to a life that was entirely differ-

ent from the vocation I always had
envisioned for myself as a missionary

or member of a religious order.

Moreover, was the man with
whom I was about to exchange vows
really the right one for me?

Three weeks before wearing white,

I became crippled by doubt and confu-

sion. I finally called my mother in tears

and asked her to pray to St. Therese. I

needed a sign, something to confirm

that this was the right move for me.

I confided in a priest friend of mine
who, in his wisdom, helped me to sepa-

rate my anxiety from the important

questions. We talked every day. He
counseled me. He prayed for me.

On the fifth day of the novena to St.

Therese that my mother was making,

she left a message on my voice mail to

call her back immediately. I could hear

the excitement in her voice and hoped
for directions out of my inner chaos.

"Do you know the rose bush that

you bought me a few years ago for

Mother's Day?" she asked me.

"The one that you wanted to get rid

of this spring because it hadn't bloomed
more than two roses a season?" I que-
ried.

"Yes, that one," she said. "I walked
outside this morning and was shocked

to see about 200 buds on it. I can't

believe it. You got your sign."

I couldn't say anything for what
felt like hours. I needed guidance, as the

decision to cancel or continue with the

wedding was too big for me to make.

But I never expected such a tangible

sign or gesture of love.

My mother picked all of the roses

after they bloomed completely. She
dried the petals and collected them in

more than 100 pouches of dried rose

petals that the guests threw at the bride

and groom upon leaving the church.

More than seven years later I know
tliat marrying Eric was one of the best

decisions I ever have made.

So, again, I invite you to share your
rose story with me. Write to me c/o

Catholic News Service, 3211 Fourth
Street NE, Washington, D.C., 20017.

Catholic jurors and the

death penalty

Question

Corner

Q. Is it true that a Catholicjuror who
votesfor a death sentence commits a sin?

In our diocese recently, a man convicted of
murder received a life sentence. A defense

attorney had told the jury (two members
were Catholic) that the Catholic Church
does not allow its members to vote for
capital punishment. (Louisiana)

A. There is no question that today

the strong teaching of the Catholic
Church is that the death penalty is un-
just and immoral, at least in nearly all

cases. Nine years ago the American bish-

ops taught that "violence is not the solu-

tion; it is the most clear sign of our
failures.... We cannot teach that killing is

wrong by killing" ("Confronting the

Culture of Violence," 1994).

The following year Pope John Paul
II noted the growing opposition to the

death penalty, and said that cases where
executing the offender is necessary are

"very rare, if not practically nonexistent"

('The Gospel of Life," 56).

These kinds of statements have been
repeated numerous times by church
leaders here and throughout the world,

though the . death penalty already was
abolished years ago in Europe, Canada
and most other developed countries.

I give this brief background because
it is an important part of the answer to

your question; If I understand correctly,

you are asking whether voting for the

death penalty is automatically and ob-
jecti\ely a sin. The answer is no. The
church's teaching is clear, but it does not
decree that kind of penalty. It is not,

however, just that simple and easy.

The opposition to capital punish-

ment is based on many factors, including

the large numbers ofpeople sentenced to

death but later proved innocent; racial

inequalities (nonwhite murderers are

given the death sentence at a much
higher rate than whites, and killers of

white people are executed far more often

than killers of black people); and social

inequalities (poor defendants receive a

death sentence much more often than the

more affluent).

There are also staggering regional

inequalities. Approximately 80 percent

of the executions in the United States

during the last 27 years took place in

nine Southern states, nearly a third of

them in Texas. There is also ofcourse the

larger question of whether, and how, we
human beings ever have the right to

directly kill one another.

In such drastic situations, serious

and conscientious individuals must act

out of their own sincere and well-formed

consciences, considering the above fac-

tors to determine what is just.

For Catholics, of course, the teach-

ings of the church and the reasons for

those teachings should have some con-

siderable significance.

Miriam and Aaron
Q. One of my parishioners asked a

question I can't answer. The book of
Numbers tells how one day Miriam and
Aaron, brother and sister of Moses, pro-

tested that they also should be recognized

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

as prophets, like Moses. God wasn't

pleased with this and afflicted Miriam
with aform of leprosy, from which, how-
ever, he soon healed her.

Why wasn't Aaron afflicted also?

They both were jealous of Moses and not

happy with God: Was God just picking

on women? (Iowa)

A. This sounds like a good Bible

trivia question. Miriam and Aaron
spoke against Moses, complaining that

God had spoken through them as well

as through Moses, but they weren't get-

ting any credit (Numbers 12:2).

Maybe Miriam's grumbling had
some merit. She had in fact been called a

prophetess previously (Exodus 15:20).

But the Hebrew verb "spoke" in verse

one is feminine, perhaps indicating that

Aaron was just tagging along for the

complaint. At any rate, it ended happily,

and Moses as usual came out on God's
side, or vice versa.

Afree brochure in English or Spanish,

answering questions Catholics ask about

baptism practices and sponsors is available

by sending a stamped, selfaddressed envelope

to Father John Dietzen, Box 325, Peoria, IL
61631.

Questions may be sent to Father Dietzen

at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

God helps us

overcome trials

of life

The Pope

Speaks

By CATHOLIC
NEWS SERVICE

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Below is the

Vatican text of Pope John Paul II's

remarks in English prepared for his

weekly general audience Sept. 24 and
read by a Vatican official. The pope,

suffering from an intestinal distur-

bance, did not return to the Vatican

Sept. 24 for his weekly general audi-

ence.

However, with an audio hookup
from his summer residence at Castel

Gandolfo, the pope offered \ isitors and
pilgrims in the Vatican's audience hall

his blessing.

Dear brothers and sisters.

Today's psalm praises the greatness

ofGod and the dignity ofman. The Letter

to the Hebrews invites us to read certain

expressions of the psalm in relation to

Christ. By becoming man, Jesus was for

a little while made lower than the angels

"

(Heb 2:9). Now we see him "crowned

with glory and honor. " St. Ambrose ap-

plies the message of the psalm to our lives:

God helps us to overcome the trials of this

life, and will lift us up, in Christ, to glory.

I offer a warm welcome to all the

English-speaking pilgrims and visitors

present at today's audience, especially

those from England, Scotland, Ireland,

Denmark, India, Indonesia, Australia,

Canada, the Philippines and the United

States of America. Upon all of you I

cordially invoke joy and peace in Our

Lord Jesus Christ.

Pope says 'mysteries of light' show
splendor of God through Jesus

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy

(CNS) — The new "mysteries of light"

Pope John Paul II proposed for medi-
tation when praying the rosary are

events that show the splendor of God's
nature shining through Jesus, the pope
said.

"Jesus, with the power of his word
and his works, completely reveals the

'face' of the heavenly Father, inaugu-

rating his reign of love, justice and
peace," the pope said Sept. 21 during

his midday Angelus address.

In his October 2002 letter on the

rosary, the pope encouraged people to

meditate on "the mysteries of light":

Christ's baptism in the Jordan; his

self-manifestation at the wedding of

Cana; his proclamation of the king-

dom of God; his transfiguration; and
his institution of the Eucharist.
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Holy Cross Church is testimony

to growing congrogation

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

The new Holy Cross Church in Kernersville, dedicated by Bishop William G. Curiin

Sept. 13, 2003, is almost 14,000 square feet and seats approximately 800 people.

KERNERSVILLE — Although

Holy Cross Church's history only dates

back to the late 1960s, the parish has

enjoyed tremendous growth over that

time. With humble beginnings as a mis-

sion of St. Benedict the Moor Church in

Winston-Salem, Holy Cross's existence

is testimony to a desire to expand the

Catholic Church in the Triad area

through an established parish with a

growing congregation active in church

and community life.

Father WQliam Pharr, at that time

pastor of St. Benedict the Moor, ap-

proached then-Bishop Vincent Waters of

the Diocese of Raleigh with a request to

establish a mission church in

Kernersville. Local residents, including

41 children, signed a request for the

church, and the bishop agreed, thereby

establishing the mission in August

1969.

The first Mass was celebrated Sept.

7, 1969. The building, a former antiques

Sponsored bv Catholic Social Services. Elder Ministries

Share your day and lunch with friends!

TWO DATES & LOCATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM! 9:30-3:30

Thursday, Oct 9 -

Thursday, Oct. 16

St. Mark, Huntersville

Deadline: Sept 30th

- Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

Deadline: Oct. 2nd

For more information, call Sandra BreakTield (704) 370-3220

To register send form and$1Q.OO Fee (includes lunch) to:

Sandra Breakfield, Catholic Social Sen/ices

1123 South Church Street Charlotte, NC 28203

Name

Address

one

City Pari.sh

/ will attend: St Mark, Oct 9 OR Catholic Conference Center, Oct 16

*** SEE REGISTRATION DEADLINES ABOVE **'

$10.00 fee per person— Make checks payable to Catholic Social Services

Group registration fonns and directiotu to the Conference Center are

available at church offices and with Club leaders.

Holy Cross Church

616 S.Cherry Street

Kernersville, N.C. 27284

(336) 996-5109

Pastor: Oblate Father

Joseph Tustin

Number of families: 600

shop with residence, was furnished with

pews, an organ and other items collected

fi-om other churches in the diocese.

The mission status continued until

1973, when Oblate Father Leon Bolich

became resident pastor. The mission was

elevated to a parish and in September

was named Holy Cross Church.

The growing parish began plans for

a new church facility in 1974, when land

was bought on Southern Street. The
Diocese of Charlotte received building

plans for the church in January 1978,

and the parish held its groundbreaking

ceremony in April of that year. On Oct.

29, 1978 then-Bishop Michael J. Begley

dedicated the new building, a multipur-

pose structure complete with a 325-seat

sanctuary, classrooms and other facili-

ties.

By 1980, registered families num-

bered 140, and the parish continued to

grow by dozens each year. The need for

more space again led to construction,

and in October 1982, Bishop Begley

blessed the newly expanded church area,

which was reconstructed to accommo-

date 500 churchgoers.

More than 1,300 people joined the

Holy Cross family over the next decade,

and the parish became involved with a

number of ministries and programs, in-

cluding faith formation. Catholic Youth

Organization, Cub Scouts, Boys Scouts,

day care. Knights of Columbus,

Columbiettes and Squires.

Hispanic ministry was established

in the early 1980s and is presently

staffed by one pastoral care assistant and

35 volunteers. Approximately 600 His-

panic families attend the weekly Mass in

Spanish.

Continued parish growth dictated

the need for more space, and so began the

14-month construction process of an al-

most 14,000-square-foot facility. On
Sept. 13, 2003, Bishop William G.

Curiin, bishop emeritus, dedicated a new

Holy Cross Church with seating for ap-

proximately 800 people, the largest facil-

ity that could be built on the existing

property. The Mass was celebrated in

English and Spanish, with sign lan-

guage for the hearing impaired.

The parish is celebrating the

church's 30th anniversary with a pic-

nic Sept. 28.

Situated between Winston-Salem

and Greensboro, the Kernersville area is

currently home to about 20,000 people,

and that number is expected to grow in

the next few years. An influx of Catholics

is expected, and nearby Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School will

help draw parents to the church who

want their children to receive Catholic

education.

As such. Holy Cross Church stands

as a reminder of the extension of the

Catholic Church in the Triad area and in

western North Carolina.

WouldYO\}, YOUR FAMILY orYOUR BUSINESS

like to send

Congratulations to Bishop Peter Jugis

on his installation as Bishop?

The Catholic News & Herald willpublish a special

Commemorative Edition highlighting this special occasion. If

you would like to include a message in this edition, please call

Cindi about rates (from $115 to $918). We will be happy to

fax/mail you an EASY ORDER FORM.

704-370-3332
The Catholic News & Herald
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PILOT CLASSROOM

BRINGS DOWN
SYNDROME

STUDENTS INTO

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Mul-
ticolored foam letters are

spread out on the carpet of

the classroom floor. 13-year-

old Matthew Isley carefully

constructed his spelling

words — sick, pick, tick,

pack, look and make.

"Which ones rhyme?"
asked Kitty Cypert, a spe-

cial-education teacher with

five years' experience.

Nearby, 13-year-old
Jenna Clayton and 17-year-

old Morgan Grier worked
diligently in their work-
books, circling matching
words and filling in the

blanks to form words that

end is "-ess."

Soon, three third-graders

arrived to read with Mat-
thew, Jenna and Morgan.

See SUCCESS, page 7

NEWS^MERALD
SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Spelling success

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Morgan Grier reads to Matt Mankowski in tlie Matthew-Morgan Pilot Classroom at St. Patrick School.

Morgan is one of three students with Down syndrome enrolled in a pilot program funded by The

Foundation for Children with Down Syndrome. With capacity for three additional students, the foundation

is hoping to expand the program in the near future.

FIGHTING FOR LIFE

Catholics rallying for pro-life issues

Respect Life Sunday kit materials available to dioceses

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE— Across

the Diocese of Charlotte and
the United States, Catholics

are gearing up to fight for life.

The U.S. Catholic
Church observes October as

Respect Life Month, with Re-
spect Life Sunday — this

year themed "Life is a

Miracle" — falling on Oct. 5.

The 31st anniversary
Respect Life kit materials are

available to dioceses and par-

ishes from the U.S. bishops'

Secretariat for Pro-Life Ac-
tivities. The Secretariat, un-

der the guidance and direc-

tion of the Committee for

Pro-Life Activities, works to

teach respect for all human

life from conception to natu-

ral death, and organize for its

protection.

"The materials are de-

signed not only to educate

Catholics about current and

emerging threats to human
life and dignity, but also to

awaken in them a desire to

See RESPECT LIFE, page 13

The cover to "Life is a Miracle,"

a Respect Life package

available from the U.S. bishops'

Secretariat for Pro-Life

Activities.

Parish Profile:

St. John Lee Korean

Church

I
PAGE 16

VOLUME 13 N9 2

RAINing

awards

AIDS
organization

honors local

BY STEPHEN UZZELL
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLOTTE — Many
area Catholic churches and

their volunteers received spe-

cial recognition by the Re-

gional AIDS Interfaith Net-

work (RAIN) Sept. 23.

The interfaith organiza-

tion, which provides compas-

sionate care for individuals

and families affected by HIV/
AIDS, honored painshes and
volunteers at the Annual Cov-

enant Renewal Service and

Celebration at First United

Methodist Church on North
Tryon Street.

Members of Our Lady of

See RAIN, page 8

Cardinal's secretary

downplays German

news report on

pope's health

MONSIGNOR CALLS REPORT

'COMPLETE EXAGGERATION'

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Ger-

man Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger

has asked Catholics to pray for

Pope John Paul II, not out ofany

new sense of alann but because

the pontiff continues to struggle

with infirmity, the cardinal's

personal secretary said.

See HEALTH, page 8
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A 'special moment' in history

Korean-American Catholics

celebrate faith andheritage
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

LETTING EVERY ACTION BE SOMETHING FOR GOD

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Missionaries of Charity Sister Theresina feeds a seriously ill man at the Nirmal

Hriday Home for Dying Destitutes in Calcutta, India, Sept. 24. Mother Teresa and

her sisters opened the facility in 1952 after the well-publicized case of a young

man dying alone in a gutter on the street. "Let every action of mine be something

beautiful for God," the words of Mother Teresa, hang in a frame on the wall of

the facility.

Missionaries of Cliarityprepare

relics before beatification

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

CALCUTTA, India — The Mis-

sionaries of Charity motherhouse in

Calcutta became a beehive of" activity as

the scheduled Oct. 19 beatification of

their founder drew near, reported UCA
News, an Asian church news agency

based in Thailand.

Some of the nuns classified relics of

Mother Teresa of Calcutta into three

categories, following the tradition of the

church, said the founder's successor, Sis-

ter Nirmala Joshi.

First-class relics come from the

bcxiy of a person declared blessed or a

saint. Sister Nirmala explained that

though Mother Teresa's body was not

exhumed, the sisters have some of her

hair and blood.

'These had to sealed, authenti-

cated with a certificate and the

postulator's seal, and treated with rever-

ence," she said.

Second-class relics are articles used

by a beatified or canonized person, and

third-class relics are items touched by

first-class relics.

Sister Nirmala said second-class rel-

ics in the sisters' possession include

Mother Teresa's clothes, sheets, bed and

things she used in their various houses

when she visited them.

Some of these relics have already

been sent to Rome, Sister Nirmala said.

The nuns made small relics of

Mother Teresa's clothing, placed in

plastic-covered prayer cards and au-

thenticated with the postulator's seal.

Third-class relics, to be made for

public distribution, will generally be

made from cloth that has touched

Mother Teresa's tomb. Pieces of the

cloth will be fixed on prayer cards and

authenticated.

Cathoiics praised for opposition

to U.S. militarytraining center
WASHINGTON (CNS) — A fed-

eral legislator praised Catholic priests

and nuns Sept. 23 for raising public

awareness of evidence that Latin Ameri-

can military graduates of a U.S. training

center have been involved in human

rights violations.

Rep. James McGovern, D-Mass.,

said continued pressure by religious or-

ganizations and individuals is needed to

get congressional action to shut down

the program.

McGovern is the sponsor of a House

bill to temporarily close the Western

Hemisphere Institute for Security Coop-

eration at Fort Benning, Ga., while a

congressional review is done of the pro-

gram. The institute is the successor ofthe

School of the Americas, which was closed

about three years ago.

The institute is "a stain on the honor

of the U.S. community," said McGovern

at a news conference in Washington.

Diocesan.=——planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE
•

HICKORY— A Peace and Tolerance Work-

shop will be held Oct. 25 at ImmaculateConcep-

tion Church, 208 7th Ave. in the St. Francis

Room 9 a.m.-3:30p.m. Everyone is invited for

a day ofprayer, discussion and reflection. Spe-

cial focus will be given to our sacred calling at

Christians to be peacemakers. This is a mean-

ingful way to promote peace in the family,

classroom and workplace. To register, call

Sandy Donecho at (828) 697-7420.

ASHEVILLE — The St Martin De Porres

Pro-Chapter ofthe Dominican Laity meets the

third Monday ofeaCh month at 7 p.m. in St

Justin's Center at the Basilica ofSt. Lawrence,

97 Haywood St. Inquirers are welcome. For

more information, contact Beverly Reid,

OPL, at (828) 253-6676.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOIT^E— Crisis Assistance Ministry is

in need ofvolunteers. Please contact St. Gabriel

parishioner Ed Powers at

edpowers@mindspring.coni to volunteer.

CHARLOTTE — The bereavement support

group meets every first Monday 6-7:30 p.m.

in the Family Room at St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd. This support group is

for anyone who has experienced the loss of a

loved one. For details, call Ruth Posey, CSS

counselor, at (704) 370-3238.

CHARLOTTE— English as a Second Lan-

McGovern and other critics of the

institute said its graduates have been

involved in killing and torturing people

in Latin America, including Latin

American and U.S. church people.

Despite the name change, "it's stiU

the same old school," he said.

Thirty-seven faith-based organiza-

tions, including many Catholic groups

and religious orders, visited their con-

gressional representatives to ask them to

support McGovern's bUl. The lobbying

day was organized by School of the

Americas Watch, which sponsors yearly

protests at Fort Benning involving civil

disobedience.

Lee Rials, public information officer

for the Western Hemisphere institute, de-

nied the institute or the school has taught

graduates to violate human rights.

"We teach respect for the rule oflaw,

human rights and the rights of their

citizens," Rials told CNS.

guage classes are being held Monday and

Wednesday evenings 6:30-8 p.m. at St. Ann

School, 600 Hillside Ave. For more information,

call the church office at (704) 523-4641

.

CHARLOTTE— The loss ofa parent as an adult

is the single most common form ofbereavement

in this country. Whether you had a good, bad or

indifferent relationship with the parent who

died, your feelings for him or her were probably

quite strong. Join others who have lost a parent

or those ministering to the bereaved at St.

Gabriel Church, 30 1 6 Providence Rd., Oct. 1

5

7-9 p.m. in the Ministry Center. Presented by

Hospice ofCharlotte.

CHARLOTTE—The cancer supportgroup for

survivors, family and fi^iends meets every first

Tuesday at 7 p.m. at St. Matthew Church. For

more information, call Marilyn Borrelli at (704)

542-2283.

CHARLOTTE— The 50+ Club of St. John

Neumann Church, 8451 Idlewild Rd., meets the

second Wednesday of each month at 1 1 a.m.

with a program and lunch in the parish center.

For more information, call Lucille Kroboth at

(704) 537-2189.

CHARLOTTE — The St. Maximilian Kolbe

Fraternity ofthe Secular Franciscan Order gath-

ers the first Sunday of each month at 2 p.m. at

Our Lady of Consolation Church, 2301

Statesville Ave. Those interested in learning

more about the SFO and the Franciscan way of

life are invited to attend. For more infonnation,

call Skyler Harvey, SFO, at (704) 545-9 1 33.

CHARLOTTE— Christians in Career Transition

is a ministry of St. Matthew Church, 8015

BallantyneCommons Pkwy., devoted to helping

people in career crises. The meetings take placeon
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FROM THE VATICAN

Blackout doesn't stop pope's

announcement of new cardinals
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A

massive nine-hour blackout across

Italy shut down electrical power in

Vatican City, but it did not stop Pope
John Paul II from announcing 30
new cardinals to a crowded St. Peter's

Square.

Using a reserve generator,
Vatican officials were able to operate

the sound system from the pope's

apartment window Sept. 28. The
power outage that began early on a

Sunday morning caught everyone by
surprise.^he Vatican Museums kept

their doors locked, turning thousands

of tourists away.

Among the new cardinals is

Philadelphia Archbishop Justin F.

Kigali. The new cardinals represent

18 countries from all six continents.

Seven are Vatican officials, 19 are

heads of archdioceses around the

the first and third Mondayofeverymonth 7-9 p.m.

in theconference room. For more information, call

Rev. Mr. Jim Hamrlik at (704) 576-0456.

CHARLOTTE—The ordinationMass ofBishop
Peter JugiswiW be celebrated Oct. 24 at 12 p.m.

at St. Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Com-
mons Pkwy.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— The music ministry ofOur
Lady ofGrace Church will celebrate SOyears of
sacred music With a hymn festival Oct. 9 at 7 p.m.

in the church, 2205 W. Market St. A Mass in

recognition of tlie 50th anniversary ofthe parish

will be celebrated Oct. 1 2 at 1 1 :30 a.m.

GUILFORDCOUNTY—The Ajicient Order of
HibemiansGmlford County Division, the oldest

and largest order of Irish Catholic men, is look-

ing for more Irish Catholic men tojoin them for

meetings, educational seminars and social

events. Contact Michael Slane at (336) 665-9264

for time and location.

HICKORY VICARIATE

LENOIR—The Hickory Vicariate will offer two

evangelization retreats for Hispanic adults at St.

FrancLs ofAssisi Church, 1025 College Ave. SW.
The women's retreat will be Oct 17-19 and the

men's retreat will be Oct. 24-26. To register, please

contact SisterJoan Pearson at (828) 758-4207.

MORGANTON— Free Pastoral Care Train-

ing workshops will be held Oct. 7 and 14 at St.

Charles Borromeo Church, 7 1 4W. Union St. 7-

9 p.m. This program will train parish volunteers

to provide pastoral care to the elderly. Register

to Sandra Breakfield, Elder Ministry, at (704)
370-3220.

HICKORY —A charismatic Mass is celebrated

the first Thursday of each month in Sebastian

Chapel of St. Aloysius Church, 92 1 Second St
NE, at 7 p.m. For further information, contact

Joan Moran (828)-327-0487.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

SALISBURY— Sacred Heart Church, 128 N.
Fulton St., celebrates a charismatic and healing

Mass the first Sunday of each month at 4 p.m.

Prayer and worship with prayer teams will be
a\ ailable at 3 p.m., and a potluck dinner will

fol low the Mass. Father John Putnam, pastor,

will be the celebrant. For further information,

world and four are priests over 80

years old being honored for their ser-

vice to the church.

The pope also preserved the name
of one new cardinal "in pectore," or in

his heart. In the past, such cardinals

have served in places where public

knowledge of their appointment
might provoke hostility against the

church.

The appointments will bring the

total number in the College of Cardi-

nals to 194, a record high number of

cardinals from 69 countries. After the

last consistory of 2001, there were
184 cardinals.

The pope will induct the cardi-

nals in a consistory at the Vatican

Oct. 21, adding a major event to an
already heavy program of celebra-

tions for the 25th anniversary of the

pope's election.

call Bill Owens at (704) 639-9837.

MOORESVILLE — A support group for

parents who have lost a child ofany age meets

the second Monday ofeach month at 7 p.m. at

St. Therese Church, 2 1 7 Brawley School Rd.

We draw strength ft-om others' experience of

loss and grief For more information, call Joy

at (704) 664-3992.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

FRANKLIN — The Women's Guild of St.

Francis of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St,

meets the second Monday ofeach month at 7

p.m. in the Family Life Center. The meetings

feature guest speakers and special events pe-

riodically. For more information, call Claire

Barnable at (828) 369-1565.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM— The Healing Com-
panions is a grief support group for the be-

reaved that meets the first and third Thurs-
days ofthe month in conference room B at St.

Leo the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave.

For further details, call Joanne Parcel at (336)

924-9478.

CLEMMONS—The OLMLittle Rock Scrip-

ture Study for Women offers a bible study

Monday evenings 7:30-9 p.m. in the library of

Holy Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon Rd.

Classes meet until Nov. 24. For more infor-

mation, call Anne Gannon at (336) 727-459 1

.

WINSTON-SALEM— This faU's Theology

on Tap will meet Wednesday evenings Oct.

22- Nov. 12 at Mi Pueblo Restaurant, 644
Stratford Rd. Social hour begins at 7 p.m. and

a featured speaker will begin at 8 p.m. For
details e-mail ws_tontap@yahoo.com.

Vatican, interfaith officials condemn

violence in name of religion

Please submit notices of parish

events for the Diocesan Planner

at least 15 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In a

statement issued at the end of a two-day

meeting in Kazakstan, Vatican officials

joined representatives of other faiths in

condemning terrorism and violence in the

name of religion.

The declaration also warned that

chronic poverty, ecological degradation

and declining respect for human life were

threats to world peace.

Participants agreed to hold the meet-

ing every three years. The interreligious

initiative, praised by Pope John Paul II,

will be called the "Congress of I.>eaders of

World and Traditional Religions."

The meeting brought together

Christians, Muslims, Jews, Buddhists,

Hindus, Shintoists and followers of 1

1

other religious faiths.

The final statement highlighted

the right of every person to freely

practice religion and said dialogue and
tolerance were essential building

blocks to global harmony.
The statement condemned "the mis-

representation of religions and the incor-

rect use ofdifferences among religions as a

means for achieving selfish, violent and

disruptive goals."

Religions must make every effort to

press this point, it said, in order to "save

mankind from a global conflict of reli-

gions and cultures."

"Extremism, terrorism and other

forms of violence in the name of religion

have nothing to do with genuine under-

standing of religion, but are a threat to

human life and hence should be rejected,"

it said.

Other threats, it said, include the "de-

clining sense of respect for the sanctity of

human life and the dignity of every hu-

man person"; challenges posed by pov-

erty, illiteracy, disease and immorality;

and the ecological crisis, with its grave

consequences for future generations.

Calling for reform

CNS PHOTO BY Jim West

Participants in a cross-nation ride for changes in U.S. immigration policy

demonstrate in Detroit Sept. 27. The Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride was making

stops across the country calling for reforms in the U.S. immigration system.

THIS MONTH IN -1996

CATHOLIC STUDENTS HELP FIGHT FRAN
As the ill effects of Hurricane Fran were still being felt in the Diocese of Raleigh,

Catholic school students in the Diocese of Charlotte came together to collect close to

4,000 non-perishable food and household items. The effort, reported in the Oct. 4,

1996 issue of The Catholic News & Herald, was part of a Harris Teeter and Metrolina

Food Bank food drive that began the month prior.

DIDYOUKNOW?
CARDINAL NUMBERS
According to the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops Web site, there are

currently 13 U.S. cardinals. Six cardinals currently head U.S. dioceses; one cardinal is

currently an apostolic administrator; three cardinals are not diocesan bishops; and
three cardinals are retired.
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'Those who sing, pray twice'
St Luke music ministry tunes up for encore performance

BY STEPHEN UZZELL
CORRESPONDENT

/ was on the outside

No power and no name

A woman atidapagan—
So tJiey say....

MINT HILL— So begins an aria in

the musical "Song of Mark" by Marty

Haugen.

"Song of Mark," based on tlie Gos-

pel of Mark, w ill be performed by the St.

Luke Church music ministry next week.

The musical pulls and arranges a num-

ber of tlie Gospel stories into a dramatic

and pow erful presentation. Sex eral of the

musical's numbers speak from the mar-

ginal drawn from the fringes of societ}'

by Jesus to share in his kingdom.

The upcoming presentation will be

an encore performance led by parish

music director Marti Dushak. The musi-

cal, first presented in February and

March of this year, was performed to

more than 250 viewers on its closing

night. Demand from parishioners and

friends called for a repeat performance;

after seven months, Dushak and the

music ministry have worked to bring

back the musical to the parish.

Dushak has been a shepherding

hand in the music ministry with St.

Luke Church since 1998.

"I am a pastoral musician, which is

what I like to be called now," she said.

'To me, it is more encompassing because

you are pastoring to people through

music."

Dushak said the parish is abundant

with talented people in three adult

groups, two children's groups and a teen

group. She sees herself as an umbrella

figure who serves and supports these

groups, which she describes as a minis-

try.

"Some churches call it a music pro-

gram. But if I'm going to call myself a

pastoral musician, then it's really a min-

istry, like hospitality is a ministry," said

Dushak.

Photo by Stephen Uzzell

Pastoral musician Marti Dushak (left) and youth choir leader Theresa Lloyd lead in

the song and action of a musical production at St. Luke Church in Mint Hill.

"One ofmy goals was to try to bring

them (the music groups) together to

form a community three or four times a

year," she said. "As I went to the NPM
(National Pastoral Ministries) conven-

tions and heard the musicals and got to

meet Marty Haugen and some of the

other famous composers in Catholic

worship, I got really inspired because I

knew we had the ability here."

"Song of Mark" is composer

Haugen's fourth musical to be performed

at St. Luke. According to the author, St.

Luke is the only church in the country to

have produced all four — "Tales of

Wonder," "Agape," 'The Feast of Life"

and "Song of Mark." The ministry has

also presented "We Shall Prepare" by

Mark Friedman and Janet Vogt and

"Like Winter Waiting" by John Foley.

"What astounded me from the very

first one was that everyone needed to

complete the cast and the band was

here," said Dushak. "Once in a while, I

might have to get a timpani player or an

unusual instrument, but never a singer."

"Marti (Dushak) has done a lot for

organizing the music. And St. Luke

(parish) has done a lot toward bringing

praise and glory' style to the worship

service," said parishioner Bob Smith,

who plays John the Baptist in the musi-

cal.

"Early on, we were given freedom to

express with different sounds to make

music an integral part of the celebra-

tion," he said.

"Music is such a powerful tool,"

said April Ryder, who plays the

woman in the crowd (Mark 5:25-34)

in the musical.

Ryder described "Song of Mark" as

a "healing peace."

"Practicing is one thing. But that

night (of the performance) was incred-

ible because the Spirit just took over,"

she said.

"For me, in studying the Gospel of

Mark, it was the women who under-

stood the message of what Jesus was

trying to do," said Theresa Lloyd, who

sings as the Syro-Phoenician woman
(Mark 7:25-30) in the musical. Lloyd

also organizes the youth choir for ages

7-12.

As practice sessions are scheduled,

excitement among the music ministry

and parish builds toward opening night

once again. There is a confidence and a

feeling of familiarity coming back into

the songs and the music. ^
Shelly Earnhardt, who organizes

the youth choir for ages 4-6, appreciates

the support of the pastor. Father James

Hawker, and others.

"One of the best things is that Fa-

ther Jim has been very supportive of the

music ministry here and realizes that it

is a vital part of the community,"

she said.

"St. Augustine reminds us that

'those who sing, pray twice,'" said Fa-

ther Hawker, pastor. "We, as members

of the St. Luke faith ministry, have been

and are blessed beyond measure by the

magnificent music ministry within

the parish."

WANT TO GO?

"Song of Mark" will be presented at

St. Luke Church in Mint Hill at 7 p.m.

.

Oct. 11-12. For more information, call

(704) 545-1224.

Peace, Tranquility

Toll free 888-536-7441

(Hickory residents: 828-327-7441

You've heard about our attributes,

but have you experienced them?

Call the Catholic Conference Center

today and get in on what you're missing!

'^rSThe Catholic= =f Confereiifce
Si I Center

Check out our website

www,catholtcconference.org

info@catholicconference.org

Sponsored bv Catholic Social Services. Elder Ministrieg

Shaw your cky and lunch mth friends!

TWO DATgS A LOCfa\m?^ TO CHOOSE FROM! 9:30-3:30

Thursday, Oct. 9— St. Mark, Huntersville

) Deadline: Oct. 6tli

Thursday, Oct. 16— Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

Deadline: Oct. 8th

For more information, call Sandra Breakfield (704) 370-3220

To register, send fnrm anf^itiin OQ fee (inrinde.s lunch) to:

Sandra Breakfield, Catholic Social Services

1123 South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203

Phrvnf"
i d 1 1 » ™———

1 J J

Ciry
Pari.sh — _

I will attend: St. Mark, Oct. 9 OR Catholic Conference Center, Oct. 16

*** SFg REGISTRATION DEADLINES ABOVE ***

$10.00 fee per person— Make checks payable to Catholic Social Serv/ces

Group registrationforms and directions to the Conference Center are

^available at church offices and with Cluh leaders.
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A day of Mercy

Courtesy Photo by Kris Reich

From left, Mercy Associate Eleanor Taddie; Franciscan Sister Jane Russell; and

Maryknoll Sisters Eleanor, Therese, Peg and Mary Lou join Mercy Siste/s Mary

Eugenia Hartman and Mary Agnes Solari in prayer during Mercy Day celebration

Sept. 24.

Sisters ofMerq^, others reflect

on past, present, future

BELMONT — The Sisters of

Mercy of the Americas, Regional Com-
munity of North Carohna, gathered

with more than 100 of their friends to

celebrate Mercy Day Sept. 24.

Oblate Father Joseph Zuschmidt,

pastor of Queen of the Apostles Church,

presided at the afternoon eucharistic lit-

urgy at which Sisters of Mercy, Mercy
Associates, Mercy friends and co-minis-

ters, gathered to celebrate their past, en-

joy their present and dream about their

future.

Mercy Day commemorates the day

in 1827 that Catherine McAuley,
foundress of the Sisters of Mercy, first

opened her doors to the public on Baggot
Street in Dublin, Ireland. By coincidence

or act of providence, Sept. 24 is also the

feast of Our Lady of Mercy, who would

lend both her identity and spirit to the

building and its works, when it was
named the House of Mercy.

Prior to founding her religious or-

der, Catherine's lifelong dream came
true when she used her inheritance to

build a home where women and children

in dire need would be provided with

We beat the banks!
IMS prides itself on customer service. We're a local

lender and all we want is a chance to quote your

mortgage. Try us, you'll be happy you did. IMS has all

the answers and the loan programs to fit your needs.

41^

Apply on-line 24 hours a day
www.lendiiiglocal.com

Call Me! Kim Geter 704-759-31 76
or kmgeter@internationalmortgage. net

7631 Sharon Lakes Rd., Ste.D

Charlotte, NO 28210
Mortgage Service

housing, education, religious and social

services, enabling them to find a far

brighter future than was generally

available to the Irish, particularly Irish

women, of the time.

Catherine's innovative approach to

housing and educating young women
and children from the slums was consid-

ered shocking, especially since it

brought the poor, the sick and the un-

educated into an affluent neighborhood.

Within three years, over 200 girls were

enrolled in the school at House of Mercy
and volunteers, inspired by Catherine's

spirit and compassion, were numerous.

In 1831, upon founding the Sisters

of Mercy, the House of Mercy also be-

came the first convent of the Sisters of

Mercy. As Catherine's passion for the

poor took root in the hearts of her com-
panions, the charism of Mercy spread

rapidly across Ireland and England. By
1839, a mere eight years after being

founded, the Sisters of Mercy numbered
over 100 women religious and in the 10

years between the founding of the order

and her death, Catherine had founded

nine Convents of Mercy.

In an 1841 letter to Sister Elizabeth

Moore, Catherine described the spirit

which characterized the congregation

and its members: "All are good and

happy. The blessing of unity still dwells

amongst us and oh what a blessing, it

should make all else pass into nothing.

All laugh and play together, not one

cold, stiff" soul appears. From the day

they enter, reserve of any ungracious

kind leaves them. This is the spirit of the

Order, indeed the true spirit of Mercy
flowing on us ..."

Today, the special charism and
spirit of Venerable Catherine McAuley
remains alive and well within the Sisters

of Mercy and Mercy Associates. She
continues to draw women to minister to

the poor, the sick, the uneducated and

the underserved. Almost 5,000 Sisters of

Mercy ofthe Americas currently serve in

1 1 countries and one territory, while

other Mercy foundations and institutes

can be found in Aotearoa/New Zealand,

the Philippines, Australia, Great Britain,

Ireland and Newfoundland.

In 1994, the original House of

Mercy was restored and opened to the

public as Mercy International Centre, an

important historical link for Sisters of

Mercy and Mercy Associates from all

over the globe. Although Catherine died

Nov. 11, 1841, at her Baggot Street con-

vent, her spirit of hospitality and her

legacy continue today embodied within

each Sister of Mercy. Mercy Interna-

tional Center allows all to reflect on

Catherine's passion for helping the poor,

which continues to inspire women as

they carry forth the contemporary min-

istry of Mercy worldwide.

Courtesy Photo by Kris Reich

Oblate Father loe Zuschmidt at the altar

following his reception of a lei and a

mwar-mwar during the presentation of

the gifts on Mercy Day Sept. 24.

Sisters of Mercy

announce grants to

area organizations

CHARLOTTE — Sisters of

Mercy of North Carolina Foundation

announced grant awards totaling

$390,204 to 15 non-profit organiza-

tions located in several North Carolina

counties.

The grant funds will be used for a

wide variety of purposes by the orga-

nizations. Supported programs in-

clude affordable housing, children's

services, education, food distribution,

health care, immigration assistance,

services to the elderly, social services

and transportation.

The organizations include:

Assistance League of Charlotte,

Charlotte; Buncombe County Council

on Aging, Asheville; Children & Fam-
ily Resource Center, Hendersonville;

Communities in Schools of High
Point, High Point; Davidson Medical

Ministries Clinic, Lexington; Family
Services, Winston-Salem; Hinton Ru-
ral Life Center, Hayesville; Hispanic

Liaison of Chatham County, Siler

City; Regional AIDS Interfaith Net-

work, Charlotte; Second Harvest
Food Bank, Charlotte.

Since 1996, the Foundation has

awarded 394 grants totaling more
than $17,700,000 to organizations

serving underserved populations.

For more information on the Founda-
tion, call (704) 366-0087 or visit

www.somncfdn.org.

CHILDREN'S CONSIGNMENT SALE /
Quality infant and children's clothing, furniture /

and accessories — plus, maternity clothes!

Saturday, October 11th 8 am - 2 pm
(1/2 price sale noon - 2 pm)

St. Gabriel Church Christian Mothers' Group
Ministry Center, 3016 Providence Road, Charlotte (corner of Sharon Amity)
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Day celebrates faith and heritage

of Korean-American Cathoiics

St John Lee Korean parishioners join festivities in Washington

BY MARK ZIMMERMAN
CATHOLIC NEW S SERVICE

WASHINGTON (CNS) — A faith

planted in Korea by lay people two cen-

turies ago bloomed in a special way Sept.

21, as more than 4,500 Korean-Ameri-

can Catholics crowded into the nation's

largest Catholic church for a day in

their honor.

The nation's Catholic bishops had

declared Sept. 21 as Korean-American

Catholic Day, and lay people from

nearly e\ery state — including North

Carolina — and Canada, along with

priests and women religious, gathered at

the Basilica of the National Shrine of the

Immaculate Conception in Washington

for the Mass.

A dozen parishioners from St. John

Lee Korean Catholic Church in Char-

lotte were among the congregation

greeted in Korean by Cardinal

Theodore E. McCarrick of Washing-

ton. He said the day was "a special

moment in the history of the church in

this country. I am so overwhelmed by

the numbers of people here. I thank the

Lx)rd for your presence, and I thank the

Lord for your faith."

At the Mass, Korean-American
Catholics filled the pews, stood along the

Willis and side chapels, and knelt in the

aisles. Many of the women wore tradi-

tional silk dresses in bright colors, in-

cluding turquoise, purple, yellow and

pink.

Francis Ahn of St. John Lee Korean

Church said the crowd at the shrine was

an incredible sight. "I've never seen so

many Koreans in America in one place,"

he told the Catholic Standard, newspa-

per of the Washington Archdiocese.

Along with the singing of Korean

hymns and the proclamation of the Gos-

pel, Our Father and creed in Korean, the

Mass also featured a display near the

foot of the altar of a relic of St. Andrew

Kim, Korea's first native priest who was

martyred in 1846. Families knelt before

the relic in prayer after the Mass.

In his homily. Cardinal McCarrick

noted that the "the church of Korea was

founded by lay people" in the late 1 700s

and grew througii the witness of faith of

10,0(X) martyrs killed during a series of

CNS PHOTO BY Martin Lueders

Korean Catholics pack the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate

Conception in Washington for a special Mass Sept. 21. The service marked the

100th anniversary of Korean immigration to the United States and the heritage of

Korean Catholics.

four persecutions in that next century.

He called on Korean-American
Catholics likewise to promote lay leaders

as apostles and missionaries in today's

world, to offer their li\'es for their faith,

and to encourage vocations among
young people, whom he called "the hope

for tomorrow."

When Pope John Paul II canonized

103 Korean saints in 1984 in Seoul,

South Korea, he said, "The death of these

martyrs became the leaven of the church

and led to today's splendid flowering of

the church in Korea."

According to the Catholic Almanac,

South Korea has more than 4 million

Catholics, about 8.5 percent of the

country's population and the third high-

est percentage of Catholics in Asia, after

East Timor and the Philippines.

The Sept. 2 1 Mass also marked the

100th anniversary of Korean immigra-

tion to the United States. An estimated 1

million people of Korean descent, includ-

ing about 70,000 Catholics, now live in

this country.

Mark Lee, one of the shrine pil-

grims and a member of St.

Bartholomew Parish in Bethesda, Md.,

said the Korean Catholic community

feels honored to be "the descendants of

martyrs. Our ancestors paved the way
with their blood. We're seeing the ben-

efit of that. We feel obligated to do

something about that. We'll start with

our families first, to make sure we hand

down our heritage, our faith, the gift we
have received."

Agnes Kim of St. Paul Chung Parish

in Fairfax, Va., wore a gray and green

ST. MICHAEL'S SCHOOL FUN FAIR

, SATURDAY, OCT 11

8:00 am — 3:00 pm
St. Michael School

Tiger Run 5k
& 1 Mile Cub Trot

FOR MORE INFORMATION
OR TO REGISTER ONLINE:

ActiveZach.com
Saturday, October 11th - 8:00 A.M.
St. Michael School - Gastonia, NC

704-829-7778

Part of FunFair,

the annual
day-long family

carnival.

"A Faitk-Mei Future"^^^
.... ^

Come ana participate in ^

* Games - Rides - Prizes -
*

^ Bin^o - Bake Sale - Silent Auction - ^ *

• % Raffle -...and MUCH MORE! # *

Activities for tke wkole family and all ages!!

FOR INFORMATION CALL (704)865-4382

traditional dress with woven golden-col-

ored butterflies as pendants. "Thanks

(be) to God," she said, smiling. "I'm here

to pray and sing."

Lee said the cardinal's message to

encourage vocations among youths was

one that many Korean-American Catho-

lics have taken to heart. He said he re-

cently took his two daughters and his

son to witness three women profess

vows as Little Sisters of the Holy Fam-

ily, a Korean religious community serv-

ing in Maryland.

His brother. Father Paul Lee, serves

as the president of the National Korean

Pastoral Center and as pastor of Our

Lady of Victory Parish in Washington.

The priest joined Coadjutor Bishop Tho-

mas G. Wenski of Orlando, Fla., in read-

ing the U.S. bishops' proclamation of

Korean-American Catholic Day. Bishop

Wenski, a concelebrant at the Mass,

serves as chairman of the bishops' Com-
mittee on Migration.

The proclamation also praised the

Korean Catholic community for its work

in fostering vocations.

Concelebrants at the Mass in-

cluded Archbishop Andreas Choi

Chang-mou of Kwangju, South Korea,

the president of that nation's Catholic

bishops' conference, and Bishop Peter

Kang U-il of Cheju, South Korea, chair-

man of the Korean bishops' committee

on migrants and refugees.

That afternoon, the site of a planned

Korean Madonna mosaic in the shrine

was blessed. The night before, the

community's celebration included a gala

at the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Wasli-

ington.

In conjunction witli the day in their

community's honor, Fatlier Lee noted that

Korean-American Catholics ha\'e begun a

drive to pray 10 million decades of tlie

rosary "to pray and work hard for renewal

and healing of the U.S. Catliolic Church,

for evangelization of ourseh^es and our

neighborhoods, and to pray for vocations

to the priesthood and religious life."

Contributing to this story was Paul

Storer in Darien, and editor Kevin E.

Murray.

THEOMIOK^
434 Charlotte Avenue, R O. Box 11 586

Rocl< Hill, SC 29731-1586

(803) 327-2097

A Day with the

Gospel of Luke

Thursday, Nov. 20 or

Saturday, Nov. 22

9 am -4 pm

Father David Valtierra, CO.

Our fall Scripture day is annually

dedicated to the Gospel of the new

liturgical cycle: Luke (C Cycle). An

overview and an outline of the Gospel,

reading of representative passages,

prayer and Eucharist are included.

Cost: $30 (includes lunch)
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Pilot program takes off

SUCCESS, from page 1

"Did he spell that?" Matt
Mankowski asked Cypert, pointing

to the words laid out on the carpet.

"Yes," she answered.

"Cool," he responded.

It's clear to the third-graders that

Jenna, Morgan and Matthew do not

look like the other students at St.

Patrick School, but they are treated

with the same kindness and respect

as the other students.

Matthew, Jenna and Morgan
each have Down syndrome, a con-

genital condition characterized by
moderate to severe mental retarda-

tion, slanting eyes, a broad short

skull and broad hands with short fin-

gers.

They are the first students in the

Matthew-Morgan Pilot Classroom at

St. Patrick School. Now in its second

year of existence, students are taught

basic academic curriculum as well as

life skills based on their levels of abil-

ity. Students join the St. Patrick stu-

dents in the lunchroom, on the play-

ground, at Mass and in some of the

special classes.

Cypert said the main goals of the

program are to make the students

employable and educate more stu-

dents. There is a focus on learning

time and money management skills.

The pilot classroom (three now
with capacity for six) was previously

operated out of Village Park Tradi-

tional School, but the students' par-

ents wanted their children to be able

to experience a Christian environ-

ment in which the children could

pray, learn and grow.

After discussion with the

Mecklenburg Area Catholic School

Board, the board recommended that

accommodations be made for the

group in an empty room at one of the

schools.

Angela Montague, principal of St.

Patrick School, came forward and
said she would be willing to let them
use space in the trailers at the school.

She felt it would be a wonderful learn-

ing experience for the St. Patrick stu-

dents.

"These children have enriched

our lives," Montague said. "The
fourth-graders are upset because they

don't have any classes with Jenna,

Morgan and Matthew."

Heleen Hogan, a parishioner at

St. Matthew Church, was influential

in instituting the pilot program. Cur-

rently serving as Cypert's assistant,

Hogan has 17 years of experience

working with children, the last 10 of

which have been spent with special-

needs children.

"The parents and I wanted a

You 're Invited!

to

Room At The Inn's

Ninth Annual Banquet

The Westin Charlotte

Thursday, October 23, 2003

Featured Speaker

The Honorable J.C. Watts

Registration/Reception: 5:30pm

Dinner: 7:00 pm

Reservations arefree, but required.

To reserveyour reservation or to host a table often,

contact Megan Kimmel (704) 521-2774 ext. 10,

iroomattheinn@carolina.rr.com by October 6th.

Room At The Inn is a pro-life Catholic maternity home providing

an alternative to abortion for single pregnant women.

Photo by Karen A, Evans

Kitty Cypert congratulates Matthew Isley on completing his spelling lesson in the

Matthew-Morgan Pilot Classroom. As the original students in the Pilot Classroom,

the program is named for Matthew and Morgan Grier.

Catholic-based education," Hogan ex-

plained, "one with a Christian empha-
sis, including prayer in a loving at-

mosphere."

Both Hogan and Cypert praised

the students and faculty of St. Patrick

School for their inclusion of Jenna,

Matthew and Morgan.
"When we go into the lunchroom,

students always ask Jenna, Morgan
and Matthew to sit with them,"
Cypert said. "They are so accepting

and welcoming."

The St. Patrick students and the

pilot program students have a unique

opportunity to share their individual

gifts, said Hogan. That is a key to the

success of the pilot program.

The parents are thrilled with the

response to the pilot classroom.

"It's the answer to a prayer," said

Alice Grier, Morgan's mother. Her

husband, Riley, is the treasurer for

The Foundation for the Education of

Children with Down Syndrome,
which helps to cover the costs of oper-

ating the pilot classroom, along with

tuition.

"The reception from the school

has been so warm and welcoming,"

Grier said. "The children feel like a

part of the school family."

Principal Montague stated,

"Catholic education should be for all

children, incorporating all types of

students into mainstream society.

They are a part of our community,

and we would be lost without them."

For more information on The
Foundationfor the Education ofChildren

with Down Syndrome, please call

(704) 534-8216.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to imite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll intcr^'iew and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

.Vt Visiting ;\ngels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. 1 Ivgienc assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.

^04 549 4010

\vw\v.vi<ilinL>iini;t'ls.i;om
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AIDS organization honors parishes

RAIN, from page 1

Photo by Stephen Uzzell

Volunteers and clergy united to form a great candle-light circle around the perimeter

of the sanctuary during last year's covenant renewal service for RAIN at First

United Methodist Church in Charlotte. The ceremony was repeated at this year's

event Sept. 22.

Celebration of Leadership plaques at the

service.

"Volunteers have a tremendous im-

pact not only on the lives ofcare partners

but on the way HIV/AIDS is viewed by

the community as well. Many have

dared to break silence about AIDS or

HIV in the workplace, in church and in

community. They live out the ancient

teaching of compassion that we find in

the scriptures, and we want to honor

them," shared the Rev. Deborah C. War-
ren, president and chief executive officer.

Eight area Catholic churches were

recognized for more than five years of

service. For seven years of service: St.

Gabriel Church and St. Thomas
Aquinas Church. For eight years of ser-

vice: Our Lady of Consolation Church,

St. Ann Church and St. John Neumann
Church. For nine years of service: St.

Luke Church and St. Matthew Church.

For 10 years of service: St. Peter Church.

In addition to care teams being hon-

ored, the annual Agnes Barry Volunteer

Service Award — named for RAIN's

first board of director's chairperson —

Consolation Church's choir and organist

Eric Massey led the special service titled

"In Celebration and Recognition ofYour
Leadership."

September marked 1 1 years of care

and service in the Charlotte region, in-

cluding pre\ention education. Approxi-

mately 250 people attended the annual

renewal service that showcased high-

lights of the past year and honored

churches that have" sponsored care team

ministry for at least five years.

'T^ast year, we (RAIN) received the

'Leadership for a Changing World
Award' fi-om the Ford Foundation and

Advocacy Institute," said the Rev.

Debbie Kidd, program director. "And as

a result, we decided to award our volun-

teers also, since they are involved in

changing the world as well."

As leadership by volunteers on par-

ish care teams is an integral part of

RAIN, the organization awarded 40

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd*^ Charlotte

(704) 537-S336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

Drivers wanted.
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"Nothing Could Be Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

was given to Scott Vitez, a parishioner of

St. Peter Church.

Barry, a parishioner of St. Patrick

Cathedral, was a major contributor in

guidance and service who helped RAIN
gain a strong foundation. Like Barry,

Vitez, who has worked with his parish

care team since 1996, serves on the

board of directors and has been instru-

mental in fundraising efforts for RAIN.

"It is such an honor to be recognized,

given the contributions of the past

award winners," he said. "It is an honor

to be in their company since they made
RAIN what it is today."

Vitez attributes his commitment to

having known others who had been in-

volved and having also known many
friends and co-workers who died. He
also lauds tlie late Jesuit Father Gene
McCreesh of St. Peter Church for guid-

ing him to the care team's mission.

"Father McCreesh steered me in

that direction (to be a RAIN volunteer)

when he asked me, 'What are you doing

in the community?'" recalled Vitez. "He

was one of the first Catholic pastors in

Charlotte to get involved with RAIN
and to make that a key ministry at St.

Peter. It is in line with the parish's mis-

sion to reach out to the poor and the

marginalized."

The renewal service was completed

by a community prayer of recommis-

sioning, followed by participants linking

into a great perimeter circle with lighted

candles. Our Lady of Consolation Choir

led the congregation in singing, "Rain

down your love on your people, rain

down your love, God of life." Msgr.

Mauricio W. West, diocesan adminis-

trator, led the Benediction.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information about RAIN,

call (704) 372-7246 or go online at

www.carolinarain.org.

Report on pope

HEALTH, from page 1

The secretary, Msgr. Georg
Ganswein, downplayed a report by the

German magazine Biinte, which quoted

Cardinal Ratzinger as saying in an inter-

view: "(The pope) is in a bad way," and

"We should pray for the pope."

Cardinal Ratzinger, head of the

Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of

the Faith, did not give an inter\iew to

Bunte, Msgr. Ganswein told Catiiolic News
.Service Sept. 30.

What happened, he said, was that

Cardinal Ratzinger met Sept. 22 witii rep-

resentatives of two Gennan beer compa-

nies and was explaining to tliem why the

pope could not grant them a private audi-

ence. Apparentiy journalists in the group

picked up some of tlie cardinal's comments.

'The cardinal said, certainly, we all

have to pray for the pope. The pope himself

asked us to do this. But that is sometliing

that can be said at any time," Msgr.

Ganswein said.

Asr for the pope's health, Msgr.

Ganswein said, Cardinal Ratzinger was

"more or less expressing what anyone can

see with their eyes and hear with their ears,

that the pope is not well and speaks only

with difficulty."

"AH this was not said in any manner

that could ^ve a sense ofalarm. Not at all,"

the cardinal's secretary said.

'To present this as a piece ofnews is a

complete exaggeration," Msgr. Ganswein

said.

The pope was forced to skip his final

Wednesday general audience in Septem-

ber because of an intestinal ailment, but

spoke to those attending via an audio con-

nection. He was back at work the next day

with a fiall slate of appointments.

The 83-year-old pontifi] who sufiers

fi"om a neurological disorder believed to be

Parkinson's disease, has appeared increas-

ingly weak and frail in recent weeks.

During a September trip to Slovakia, he

was unable to stand, walk or pronounce

his speeches in their entirety.

J jpave a Legacy Tlirou^k

an End^owment

when you estahlish an endowment with the

diocesan foundation, you...

Enable Perpetual Support. Every year, your "legacy"

flows with financial aid to tke ministry you ckoose.

Ensure a Strong Future. Allow a parisli, scKool, agency

or tlie diocese to look aliead and plan witli confidence.

Enact a Lasting Leg'acy. Provide your loved ones witli

a continuing reminder of your values — your faitli and

llie mission of tke cliurcli.

ictatlt
alth«

Hocnan Catholc Oioc«M at Ckartooa

For nycre infcrmatiori contact Ghid RjicJc.':, Dinvtcr of PlanncJ Givhici, 704-370-3320, or Jim Kelleii Director

of Development, 704-370-3301, 1123 S. Church Street, CharloHe, KC 28203. gmrhoJes^charlotlaiixesa.org

i
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Choirs being formed for ordination Mass oRDInation update
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CHARLOTTE — A diocesan
choir is being formed for the Oct. 24
ordination and installation Mass of
Bishop-designate Peter J. Jugis at St.

Matthew Church.

"We welcome the singers of the

diocese to joint together to celebrate

this wonderful occasion," said Dr.
Larry Stratemeyer, director of music
at St. Patrick Cathedral.

A diocesan children's choir is also

being formed for third-graders and
older. Music is available from
Stratemeyer for both choirs.

Rehearsals are on Sunday, Oct. 1 2,

from 4-5:30 p.m. at Our Lady of the

Assumption Church, 4207 Shamrock
Drive, and on Sunday, Oct. 19, from 4-

5:30 p.m. at St. Patrick Cathedral,
1621 Dilworth Road East. *

A rehearsal will be scheduled at St.

Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne
Commons Parkway, on Tuesday or
Wednesday, Oct. 21 or 22, af7:30 p.m.

Contact Stratemeyer at (704)
334-2283, ext. 22, to sign up. Please
identify your voice part: soprano, alto,

tenor or bass.

Parochial patriotism

Courtesy Photo

Students of St. Leo the Great School hold hand-painted flags representing their
classes during a school ceremony commemorating the terrorist attacks of Sect
11, 2001.

^

i
SOCIAI

1123 Somh Church St.

Ciiarlolte, NC 28205
www.cssncorg

executive Director:
Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227

Refugee Offirp;

Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930
lustice & Peace:

Joe Purello(704) 370-3225
Special Ministries:

Gerard A. Carter (704) 370-3250

Ch^rlQtt^ n23 south church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203
Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region; 50 Orange Street, Ashevilie, NC 28801
Area Director: Sister Marie Frechette (828) 255-0146

fkdSQSiDHmdl 62 1 W. second Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27108
Area Director: David Harold (336) 727-0705
Greensboro Satellite Office: (336) 274-5577
High Point Hispanic Center: (336) 884-5858

For Information on specific programs, please call your local office.
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Bishop-designate Peter J. iugis listens to suggestions for his October ordination
and installation |v|ass at a planning committee meeting Aug. 29.

Committee finalizing details of

Bishop Jugis ordination ceremonies
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The countdown
has already begun.

The ordination and installation

Mass of Bishop-designate Peter J. Jugis
is now only three weeks away, and the
planning committee is workmg dili-

gently to hammer out all the details.

"Our committee of 10 has worked
collaboratively in planning, and I'm
glad to say that the bishop himself has
been actively engaged with us every
step of the way," said Father Frank
O'Rourke, pastor of Our Lady of Grace
Church in Greensboro and coordinator
of the ordination festivities.

Bishop-designate Jugis has worked
with the committee on a variety of de-

tails, from music at the ordination Mass
to his prayer card, which -will be
handed out at his ordination Mass.

"We continue in all the decisions to

attempt to be as inclusive and welcom-
ing to all who wish to join us for this

special day in the history of the diocese,"

said Father O'Rourke.

Two representatives from each
parish, mission, institution and organi-
zation in the diocese will join in the

procession that includes bishops,
priests, deacons, religious, seminarians
and others.

Father O'Rourke has prepared a

series of answers to commonly asked
questions about the ordination ceremo-
nies:

Who can come? Who is invited?

People across the Diocese of Char-
lotte are welcome to attend the ordina-
tion Mass at St. Matthew Church on
Friday, Oct. 24.

What time will it begin, andhow
long will it last?

The Mass will begin at 12 p.m. and
will last about two hours.

What kind of seating is avail-

able?

St. Matthew Church can seat more
than 2,000 people. There will be 1,300
non-reserved open seats in the church.

An additional 600 seats will be avail-

able in the parish hall with closed cir-

cuit television. The reserved seating is

for Bishop-designate Jugis' family and
personal friends, bishops, priests, dea-

cons, religious, choir, parish and insti-

tutional representatives.

Who is in theprocession?

Two representatives from each
parish, mission, institution and organi-

zation in the diocese will join in the

procession that includes bishops,
priests, deacons, religious, seminarians

and others. Those participating in the

procession should arrive at the church
by 11:15 a.m. so they can be directed to

a special area in the parish pastoral

center.

/* there a reception afterward?

Light refreshments will be ser\ed

at the church following the Mass.

Willparking be available?

St. Matthew Church has parking
for over 900 cars and there is o\'erflow

available in the shopping center across

the street from the church.

DIRECTIONS TO

ST. MATTHEW CHURCH

(FROM THE NEAREST INTERSTATE)

1-77 to 1-485 East to Rea Road exit.

Turn right and go about two

blocks. Take right onto Ballantyne

Commons Parkway. Church will be

on the left.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Bookgood for pastors,

catechists, not for others

REVIEW ED BY

FATHER JAMES MASSA
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

'The Creed: What Christians Be-

lie\ e and Why It Matters" belongs on

the shelf of e\ ery pastor and catechist—
but not, unfortunately, in the hands of

their students preparing for baptism.

This new book by Luke Timothy
Johnson, one of America's foremost

scholars of early Christianity, is marred

by occasional lapses into partisan rancor

THE

CREED
WHAT CHRISTIANS BELieVE

ANO WHV IT MATTERS

l.Ukt rtMOTHy lOllNSON

The Creed: What Christians Believe

and Why It Matters," by Luke Timothy

Johnson. Doubleday (New York,

2003). 336 pp., $23.95.

against certain official Catholic teach-

ings.

Johnson structured the book accord-

ing to the articles of the two great West-

ern creeds, the Apostles' Creed and the

Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. He
discusses the prayers' historical genesis

in the ancient liturgies and their rel-

evance to contemporary Christian liv-

ing.

The creed is one of the great unity-

building prayers of the Christian people.

It is the hinge uniting the two parts of

the Mass — Liturgy of the Word and

Liturgy of the Eucharist. It begins every

rosary, forms the structure of most cat-

echisms, and is professed today by over

a billion and half Christians. No wonder

every Catholic child learns it by rote,

after memorizing the Our Father and

the Hail Mary.

So why not a presentation of the

Christian faith based on a historical and

theological investigation of this prayer?

Few Catholic scholars around today

would seem to be as up to the job as

Johnson. A former Benedictine monk, he

is Emory University professor of New
Testament and author of 20 books on

Scripture. He is known for defending the

claims about Christ's resurrection and

divinity against the radical skepticism of

the Jesus Seminar.

Yet in this most recent book

Johnson's credentials as a defender of

orthodoxy seem less certain, at least

from a Catholic perspective. Written as a

parish-based adult education course,

'The Creed" appears to be addressed to a

broader ecumenical readership, perhaps

one that reflects the student body of the

divinity school where the author teaches.

What has authority for Johnson is

the biblical story faithfully interpreted

by the first two ecumenical councils —
Nicea I (325) and Constantinople I

(381). On the one hand, the biblically

shaped view of reality that Johnson pro-

poses has the advantage of tolerating a

wide diversity ofopinion on matters that

have traditionally divided Christians

(Christ's presence in the Eucharist, the

papacy, the role of Mary, etc.). On the

other hand, it has the disadvantage of

giving less weight to the authentic

Catholic tradition that has faithfully

transmitted and applied the biblical

message to countless generations of be-

lievers.

Catholic religious educators face

special challenges today. The commu-
nity of Christian scholars using histori-

cal and linguistic methods of analysis

has opened up new worlds ofmeaning in

sacred texts and doctrines. However,

some of these scholars fail to test their

own historical theories and theological

positions against the inherited Catholic

wisdom of the ages.

In this admirable book Johnson's

learning sheds light on the ancient

prayer still professed by Christians of

varying traditions. But Catholic readers

should approach with caution the spin

that Johnson has given to some of the

creed's core tenets.

Father Massa teaches at the Semi-

nary of the Immaculate Conception in

Huntington, N.T.

arace
FUNERAL HOME &
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1401 V

AshcviiL, \c;
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72 l^iigShiuls Road

Arden, NC;
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Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Ashevilles Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: OCT. 5, 2003

Oct. 5, Twenty-

seventh Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:

1) Genesis 2:18-24

Psalm 128:1-6

2) Hebrews 2:9-1 b
3) Gospel: Mark 10:2-16

By BOZENA CLOUTIER
catholic news service

Shirley was a young Australian girl

making the grand tour of Europe when I

first met her many years ago. Her funds

had run dry, so she had taken a job, and

we found ourselves in the same office.

She was a very sociable, fun-loving per-

son and quickly made friends.

Inside the same building worked

Mike, and his visits became increasingly

frequent to our office. It was soon appar-

ent that his interest lay in Shirley, and a

romance between them blossomed.

Mike was very different from

Shirley. He was tall and large, while she

was petite. He was very quiet, shy and

ill-at-ease in social gatherings; Shirley

was the very opposite. He was deliberate

and solid, she was spontaneous and

quick.

A few weeks ago they called unex-

pectedly in response to some news I'd

given them. During our conversation

Mike told me that Shirley had had a

recurrence of cancer. This time it was in

her spine. She would never walk again.

I have had much time to think

about them, and as I went through the

readings for this Sunday it was Shirley

and Mike who came to mind.

There are almost as many differ-

ent styles of marriage as there are

married couples, but occasionally one

stands out as an example of

complementarity. As different as

Shirley and Mike are in physique and

personality, they not only complement

each other, but in some way their

union is greater than the sum of their

two individual personalities.

That I think is the ideal ofwhich the

first reading from Genesis speaks, and it

is echoed and even quoted in the Gospel

as Jesus teaches about marriage and the

standard to which God calls men and

women as they unite in a sacramental

bond.

As weak and fallible human beings,

we so often fall short of this ideal. Shirley

and Mike have had their share of life's

difficulties and marital struggles, yet

what they have always reflected to the

world and continue to do in this latest

crisis is that seamless, complementary

union of "one flesh" that this week's

Scriptures present to us.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 5 OCTOBER 11

Sunday (Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time), Genesis 2:18-24, Hebrews 2:9-11,

Mark 10:2-16; Monday (Bl. Marie-Rose Durocher), Jonah 1:1—2:1, 11, Luke 10:25-37;

Tuesday (Our Lady of the Rosary), Jonah 3:1-10, Luke 10:38-42; Wednesday, Jonah

4:1-11, Luke 11:1-4; Thursday (St. Denis and companions, St. John Leonardi), Malachi

3:13-20, Luke 11:5-13; Friday, Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2, Luke 11:15-26; Saturday, Joel 4:12-

21, Luke 11:27-28

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 12 - OCTOBER 18

Sunday (Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Wisdom 7:7-11, Hebrews 4:12-13,

Mark 10:17-30; Monday, Romans 1:1-7, Luke 11:29-32; Tuesday (St. Callistus I),

Romans 1:16-25, Luke 11:37-41; Wednesday (St. Teresa of Avila), Romans 2:1-11,

Luke 11:42-46; Thursday (St. Hedwig, St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, St. Marguerite

d'Youville), Romans 3:21-30, Luke 11:47-54; Friday (St. Ignatius of Antioch), Romans

4:1-8, Luke 12:1-7; Saturday (SI Luke), 2 Timothy 4:10-17,"Luke 10:1-9

HELP!
The Catholic News & Herald is cleaning

up the mailing list and we need your help!

If you are receiving more than one copy of this newspaper

each week, please help us reduce costs by letting us know.

Call (704) 370-3333 any time
— leave a message and please spell your name,

or email: catholicnews@charlottediocese.org

or write: 1 123 South Church St.. Charlotte, NC 28203

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!

i
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APOSTLES

2 3 4 5 1
1

7 8 9 10

11 13

14 15 17

18 ,. 20

21 22 23 25 26

27 28 29 30

31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 ^^40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 1 49

-J

50

51 52 53 54

55 56

THE LAST SUPPER, WORD FOR WORD

ACROSS
I One of Zebedee's sons

6 Rocky apostle

II Biblical River

12 MC
14 Tampa univ,

15 Anthropologist

17 North American Indian

18 One of 13 original col.

19 Music embellishment

20 Spielberg movie

21 Rental bidgs. .

24 Upon (prefix)

25 French painters Laon, Louis, and Antoine

27 of Turin

29 Spanish rice dish

31 Newark airport (abbr)

32 'This vi^as the unkindest of all"

33 Nine day devotion

36 Twisted

39 Arab prince

40 Extreme degree

42 Nabisco cookie

43 Existential verb

44 "It is a tale told by an
"

46 Title for 3 Down.

47 East Indian shrub

49 Shakespearean work

50 Jewel

51 clef

53 Armpit

55 Slanted

56 Name of 6 Across

DOWN
1 Biblical dreamer

2 Sandy's cry

3 Sawbones

4 Cain settled of Eden

5 Trapped

6 One of the Twelve

7 British nobleman

8 Popular 60's spiritual exercise

9 Australian bird

10 Sell

11 Betrayer

13 Spanish queen

16 Great Expectations protagonist

22 Roman fountain

23 Field hand

25 Type of surgery

26 Church part

28 Coffee pot

30 German exclamation

33 Jeroboam's father

34 Golfer Mark

35 Brother of 56 Across

36 His name means "twin"

37 Skiing technique

38 Rae

41 Maria (liqueur)

44 Eric

45 Andy Kaufman TV show

48 Miserables

50 Day

52 McD's competitor

54 " Always Chasing Rainbows"
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'Gospel of John' makes for

repetitive, yet rewarding film

BY DAVID DiCERTO
CATHOLIC NE'WS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS) — "The Gos-

pel of John" (ThinkFilm) is a reverently

filmed, word-for-word version of the life,

ministry and death of Jesus Christ, as

recounted by the fourth evangelist.

Beautifully shot on a modest budget

and with a running time of three hours,

the film, directed by Philip Saville, es-

chews biblical pageantry in order to

paint an intimate portrait of Christ true

to its source material. Far from the stolid

good shepherd of "King of Kings" (1961)

and "The Greatest Story Ever Told"

(1965) — which tended to shy away
fi"om, if not completely ignore, Christ's

humanity — Saville's Jesus (played by

Henry Ian Cusick) is a flesh-and-blood

manly savior.

Cusick admirably brings an appeal-

ing blend of warmth and virility to the

role of Jesus. His is no milquetoast mes-

siah, but a true lion of Judah, a firebrand

rabble-rouser only too eager to rufile the

status-quo feathers of the Temple au-

thorities in order to complete his ap-

pointed mission.

While much of his public ministry

as told by John is paralleled in the other

three canonical versions, many scrip-

tural touchstones found in the synoptic

gospels of Mathew, Mark and Luke —
including the Nativity, the Sermon on

the Mount, the parables and the institu-

tion of the Eucharist— are not recorded

by the fourth evangelist. Yet in their

absence, John's Gospel contains some of

the most spiritually pregnant passages

in the New Testament, among them the

protracted Last Supper discourses lead-

ing up to Christ's passion. The wordy
narrative is held together by the soulful

reading of the text by Christopher

Plummer.

Despite its literary eloquence, St.

John's text was written as Scripture, not

as a screenplay. And while adhering to it

word-for-word affords \'iewers an op-

portunity to experience the Gospel mes-

sage undiluted, many of the passages

that make up the film's dialogue contain

superfluous redundancies. This narra-

tive repetition (a style of prose common

throughout the Bible), though highly

effective for contemplative reading of

Scripture, at times weighs down the pac-

ing of the film.

When dealing with dramatizations

of Christ's passion and death. Catholics

and others should keep in mind the

words of the Second Vatican Council's

"Nostra Aetate" that, while Jewish au-

thorities and their followers "pressed for

the death ofChrist," at the same time "his

passion cannot be charged against all

the Jews, without distinction, then ali\'e,

nor against the Jews of today."

Saville's handling of this may get

mixed reviews from people of both

faiths. The film opens with onscreen text

affirming the Jewishness of Jesus and his

disciples and explaining that John's

Gospel was written during a period of

factional tension between the early

Christian communities and the Jewish

establishment.

In an effort to avoid broad

brushstrokes when assigning blame for

Jesus' death, Saville has gone with the

Good News Bible's translation of the

original Greek "loudaioi" as meaning "the

Jewish authorities" rather than the more

collective "the Jews." Hovve\'er, these at-

tempts to sidestep controversy are under-

mined by a caricatured depiction of se\'

eral Jewish characters

\ iUainous-looking Pharisee.

Despite some hokey moments —
including Jesus' baptism, where he rises

out of the water like a glittering sham-

poo model — Catholic viewers cannot

lielp but be mo\'ed by the sublime power

of the divinely inspired, if at times un-

comfortably challenging, words. And
while some may feel their viewing is

hampered by the restrictions imposed

by the film's verbal straitjacketed literal-

ness, others may find its

unapologetically unwatered-down ap-

proach spiritually edifying.

Due to crucifixion violence, the

USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting

classification is A-II— adults and adoles-

cents. The Motion Picture Association of

America rating is PG-13 — parents are

strongly cautioned. Some material may
be inappropriate for children under 13.

among them a
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The clock's a ticking
TV WATCH

CNS PHOTO FROM Fox

Actor Dennis Haysbert stars as President Palmer, who is fighting to retain the

White House amid terrorist attacks and internal conspiracy in Fox's returning and

much-anticipated drama series "24."

EWTN launches live radio talk show
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (CNS) —

EWTN Global Catholic Network has

launched a new live radio talk show,

airing .'3-4 p.m. Eastern time Monday
through Friday. "EWTN Open Line,"

which began Sept. 8, will have a differ-

ent host and church-related topic each

day. Here is the schedule: Mondays,
Marcus Grodi, on personal con\'ersion

stories and how a specific church teach-

ing or experience can influence those

decisions; Tuesdays, Barbara
McGuigan, president of Voice of Virtue

International, on family matters, pro-

life and chastity issues; Wednesdays,
Jesuit Father Mitch Pacwa, on the

Bible; Thursdays, John Martignoni,

president of the Bible Christian Society,

on Catholic apologetics; and Fridays,

Colin Donovan, EWTN vice president

of theology, on theology questions. Lis-

teners in North America can call in with

questions at: (800) 585-9396. Outside

North America, the number is: (205)

271-2985. Questions also can be e-

mailed to: openline@ewtn.com.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CHOIR DIRECTOR: St Philip s Catho-

lic Ciuirch is looking for an experienced

part-time dire< tor for Saturchiy night and

Sunday morning .Masses. If vou live

within a reasonable driving distance of

Statesv ille and lia\ e an interest, please

call the cluirch otlice at (704) 872-2579.

Great part-time salary.

REAL ESTATE

2.4 ACRE LOT: Gorgeous lot in private,

gated community. Across the road from
boat and beach facilities on High Rock
Lake. Planned amenities include pool,

tennis, clubhouse. $50,000. Call 919-

481-1«.S2.

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

INSURANCE: Best Health, Life, LTC
and Medicare supplements at best rates!

Call Mike Wilkinson (704)845-1416.

FOR SALE

FOR RENT OR SALE: Denver/
Maiden. .'S-bedroom, 2-bath home on pri-

vate .5 acre lot. Accessible to St. Joseph or

Holy Spirit parish. 828-428-8512.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 1 23 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332,

Fox's fall lineup Is a bust
BY ANNE NAVARRO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — Fox's new fall

lineup runs the gamut from wacky to

weighty but, unfortunately, most of it is

forgettable junk. Top-heavy with

sitcoms, the fall schedule includes only

two dramas, neither of which seems

worth the effort.

Jumping on the bandwagon to at-

tract more Hispanic viewers with His-

panic characters, Fox has included two

sitcoms revolving around Latino families.

Yet in both shows, the characters take

potshots at Hispanics for a laugh, seem-

ingly foDowing some unspoken rule that

if you are a member of the ethnic group

you can make fun of yourself without

reprisal.

Another program features a married

gay couple as supporting characters.

WhOe the couple is not the main focus of

the show, the program's tone suggests

that the homosexual lifestyle will be pre-

sented in a positive light or, at the very

least, for some cheap laughs.

Fox's new fall series at a glance:

— 'The Ortegas," Sundays, 8:30-9

p.m. EDT.
Sitcom set in California about an im-

migrant Mexican family (including

Cheech Marin) who build a studio in

their garage for their son to host a talk

show.

Don't Bother: Based on a BBC series,

the program stars minor celebrities as

guests and strains under the weight of

corny jokes and ad-libbing cast members
who need to brush up on their impro\'

skills.

— "Arrested Development," Sun-

days, 9:30-10 p.m. EDT.
Jason Bateman returns to television

as the only responsible member of a

wealthy, eccentric famUy whose patriarch

has just been jailed for shifty accounting

practices in his real estate development

company. Now Bateman must teach his

greedy, spoiled kin how to live frugally.

Some Interest: Quirky characters

placed in unfamiliar situations (e.g., get-

ting a job, earning a living) are the basis

of this sitcom, but it may not be enough to

keep an audience coming back week after

week for a whole season.

— "Skin," Mondays, 9-10 p.m. EDT.
Los Angeles drama that sets a por-

nography mogul against the city's dis-

trict attorney, while their teen-age chil-

dren fall for each other against their par-

ents wishes.

Don't Bother: Taking a stab at adapt-

ing the Bard's "Romeo and Juliet" for

modern times, the program throws in

cliched twists such as the porn king as a

truly caring family man and the district

attorney as an ambitious absentee father.

But the stale writing fails to generate

excitement despite attempts to tantalize

with the risque story line.

— "A Minute with Stan Hooper,"

Wednesdays, 8:30-9 p.m. EDT.
Norm MacDonald plays an Andy

Rooney type— sharing his observations

about American life at the end of a TV
news program — who decides to move
from New York City to a small town in

Wisconsin to give his remarks a more

authentic flair.

Don't Bother: Forced and predict-

able, the sitcom is also troublesome as it

features as supporting characters a cutesy

married gay couple who run the town's

local diner.

— "Tru Calling," Thursdays, 8-9

p.m. EDT.
Drama about a recent college grad

working in the city morgue who develops

a strange ability to see people's untimely

deaths before they happen and is there-

fore compelled to save them.

Don't Bother: Trite dialogue, one-

note characterizations and a far-fetched

plot merge to form a forgettable program.

— "Luis," Fridays, 8:30-9 p.m. EDT.
Luis Guzman stars as a Puerto

Rican donut shop owner living in New
York City's Spanish Harlem tr3ang to

live out the American dream.

Don't Bother: Flat, canned and
forced with a slew of trying-too-hard-

to-be-madcap characters, the sitcom

just doesn't work and Guzman can't

carry the load.

1 5% off
r

with this coupon The

Now
at2 great

locations!

South Charlotte

The Catholic Company Outlet Store

228 Zimmer Rd

Fort Mill, SC 29715

803-396-5399 ext. 240

Mon-Fri: 10am - 5pm

Catholic
Company

Fine Catholic Books and Gifts

^^and Opening!^ Lake Norman

5 min. south ofBallantyne and I-48S

1-485 to Hwy 521 (Johnston Rd).

Go south approx. 5 miles. Shortly after

crossing the state line, turn left at the

BP station. Go % mile and turn left into

Zimmer Business Park - #228.

CatholicCompany.com

The Catholic Company - L-ake Norman

19905 W. Catawba Ave. , Suite 1 06

Cornelius, NC 28031

704-655-9090

Men,Wed,Thu, Fri: 1 0am - 6pm
Tue:10am-7pm
Sat: 1 0am - 3pm

In Jobnsbury Square - next to Rosetti's

177 to Exit 28 Catawba Ave.

Go west for Vi mile.

The store is on the North side of street.

LakeNorman.CatholicCompany.com
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Reserve now.

2006

Move later.

For the retirement lifestyle you're

planning now but putting off until later,

call today for pre-construction pricing.

You MAKE THE DECISION.

M A R Y R 1

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

1315 Greensboro Road • High Point, NC 27260

336-886-4103 or 336-886-2444

Sponsored by the Sisters of the

Poor Servants of the Mother of God.

Rallying for pro-life issues

RESPECT LIFE, from page 1

celebrate and bear witness to God's

creative and redeeming love for every

human being," said Cardinal Anthony
J. Bevilacqua, retired archbishop of

Philadelphia and chairman of the U.S.

bishops' Committee on Pro-Life Ac-
tivities, in a letter to his fellow bishops.

Essays included as part of the

materials focus on abortion, end-of-

life care, the death penalty, cloning

and the political debate surrounding

life issues.

There is also a liturgy guide

with homily hints and reflections for

all Sundays from October through
December 2003, as well as Christ-

mas and selected Sundays and feasts

in 2004.

Published in "user-friendly"

packet form since 1993, the Secretariat

states these materials are especially

helpful for priests, parish groups and

other organizations.

Included with the materials is a

"Life Is a Miracle" poster and one
sample copy of both an English- and a

Spanish-language Respect Life flier for

parish bulletin inserts. The fliers can

be ordered in bulk.

In addition, there is Respect Life

clip art for use in bulletins, newsletters

and other printed matter, and a bro-

chure featuring a wide selection of pro-

life publications and resources.

For many parishes, the Life Chain

is a notable kickofF event of Respect

Life Month.
Held on Respect Life Sunday," the

Life Chain is one of the more visible

signs against abortion as people line

city streets while holding placards

with messages such as "Abortion kills

children" and "Abortion hurts

women."
This year, hundreds of Life Chains

are expected to form across the United

States. In the Diocese of Charlotte,

parishes are participating along prop-

erty lines of their respective churches,

on city sidewalks and with other

church groups in their towns Oct. 5.

In Sterling, Va., a coalition of

Catholic lay organizations is urging

individuals, parishes and schools to

join in the 1 1th International Week of

Prayer and Fasting Oct. 5-16 for "the

conversion of nations, the end to abor-

tion and world peace."

The week — actually 12 days
— opens Oct. 5. The event is usu-

ally scheduled for nine days but

was extended this year to devote

more time to the rosary in the year

Pope John Paul II dedicated as the

Year of the Rosary, according to an

announcement released by event or-

ganizers in Sterling.

The International Week of Prayer

and Fasting will include an all-day

eucharistic prayer vigil Oct. 13 at the

Basilica of the National Shrine of the

Immaculate Conception in Washing-
ton. The vigil will include Catholic

religious and lay speakers; Mass, con-

fessions and recitation of the rosary;

eucharistic adoration throughout the

day; and a preview of Mel Gibson's

film, "The Passion," in the shrine's

lower Crypt Church.

Editor's Note: Copies of the complete

Respect Life Sunday kit are $3 each. A
program packet, which deletes the liturgy

guide, poster and clip artfrom the kit, is

available for $4.23 each. Orders may be

placed by calling. (866) 382-0943.

COME AND HEAR
Christopher M^csi -^'Theology of the Body

"

Wednesday through Friday, Oct. 8 - 10 at 7pm each evening

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church

1400 Suther Road - Charlotte

One of the top Catholic speakers in the world,

Christopher West's talks regarding PopeJohn Paul U s

'Theology of the Body" are riveting and life changing!

West teaches theology of the body and sexual ethics at

Denver's St. John Vianney Theological Seminary and is

also a visiting faculty member of theJohn Paul II

Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family in

Melbourne, Australia. His books, extensive lecturing

and tapes have sparked an international ground swell

of interest inJohn Paul II's theology of the body.

Tickets: $12 for all 3 nights or $5 for each night.
(Workbook is an additional $5)

For information: Tony Gagliardo - 704-43^9-0533 or 704-655-9090

BOOK SIGNING: West will sign his book "Good News about Sex and Marriage"

on Thursday, Oct. 9, 1:00 pm at the new store location of The Catholic Compan\
at LAKE NORMAN (next to the Goodwill), 19905 West Catawba Avenue, #106,

Cornelius (Exit 28 off 1-77, 1/2 mile west on Catawba Ave.)
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editorials and viewpoints

Photos and memories

LIVE LIFE TODAY

AND EVERYDAY

My nephew recently showed me
pictures he took on his last vacation.

But instead of opening a photo album,

he simply pressed a button on his

^
computer. His file of photos appeared

on screen and he was able to high-

light, enlarge and even print the pho-

tos. In this, as in so many things, I felt

just a little bit older, especially when
he remarked: "You mean you keep all

your photos in those old albums.

Uncle Jim?" Thanks a lot!

Photographs, in old albums or

envelopes in a drawer or on the latest

computer, are a special gift. They give

us both slices of our past and a reality

check. I still look at photos from my
ordination to the priesthood and
think of it as "just a few years ago."

Twenty-two years ago, in fact. Where
did they go?

Recently, I came upon pictures

from a California vacation I'd taken a

dozen or so years ago. My favorite

photo was taken at a restaurant in

Palm Springs. I'm in the shot, along

with my oldest and dearest friend.

Father Joe Lukaszewski. Next to him
is the legendary film director Frank
Capra, who often helped us with

charity benefits; next to him was the

cutting edge photographer. Berry
Berenson, and at her side was her

husband, actor Anthony Perkins. I

remember that my friend Joe was
particularly delighted to meet the

star of the movie classic Psycho. He
couldn't believe that such a sweet

man could portray such a frightening

character. He even told Perkins that.

To which the actor responded: "It's

called acting, Father Joe!"

The photo was striking for an-

other reason. It suddenly hit me that

all my companions at dinner that

night are now with God. Father Joe

and Anthony Perkins, lost to disease.

Frank Capra, giving way to old age.

The beautiful and kindly Berry
Berenson was one of those v.'ho were

tragically taken from us on Sept. 11,

2001. She'd been on a plane from
Boston to Los Angeles, returning to

see her .son in a musical concert. She,

and too many others, never reached

their destinations. None of us that

night would ever have imagined that

not much more than a decade later, all

but one of those at that table would be

leaving their earthly home.

Since no one knows the future, we
probably should live as if every day
was the last. And live the life we de-

sire to instead of the one we some-

times settle for. The photo led me to a

Light One

Candle

MSGR.
JIM LISANTE
GUEST COLUMNIST

number of resolutions I'm trying to

embrace more fully. Maybe they

would be good for you too.

(1) Live it today and don't delay.

For too many of us, we mean to and

intend to do the living someday soon.

Just not today. There is, in fact, no

time like the present to accomplish

the good we intend to do.

(2) I don't know anyone who
doesn't aspire to be more generous.

We fully intend to actually make that

charitable donation or perform that

kind deed. The good we know we

should do is usually best accom-
plished when we think of it. In other

words, right now!

(3) The overwhelming majority

of people believe in God, but many
postpone building a spiritual rela-

tionship and practicing their faith. If

we put off our Creator until we're

ready. He may get to us before we
find the time to get to Him.

(4) Most of us have loose endings

in our lives; people with whom we
have grudges or major disagree-

ments. We may even intend to make
it right someday, but why be arro-

gant enough to imagine that

somedays are up to us? It's God's

calendar that counts. Let's make the

time to reconcile while we can.

And consider the scripture verse:

"For everything there is a season, and

a time for every matter under
heaven." (Ecclesiastes 3:1) Let's not

presume on the Lord's time. Let's do

all the good we can today.

For a free copy of the Christopher

News Note, "JVorks of Mercy, Gfts of
hove," write: The Christophers, 12 East

48th Street, New Tork, N. T. 1001 7; or e-

mail: mail@christophers.org.

Stru^ing at times, pope

liolds weeldy audience
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Al-

though he cut significant portions of

his main talk and appeared to lose his

voice at one point. Pope John Paul II

returned Oct. 1 to his normal general

audience practices, including a tour

around St. Peter's Square in an open

popemobile.

When the pope stopped and shook

his head in the middle of a sentence,

tears flowed from the eyes of several

women in the square; the crowd burst

into an encouraging applause and, af-

ter a few seconds, the pope resumed

reading.

Although he read less than a third

of his main talk, Pope John Paul read

all of his prepared remarks in French,

English, German, Spanish, Portu-

guese and Polish.

Marking the beginning of the

month dedicated to the rosary. Pope

John Paul told Polish pilgrims that,

"God willing," he would go to the

Shrine of Our Lady of the Rosary in

Pompeii, Italy, Oct. 7 "to thank God
for the great work of the sanctification

of hearts accomplished uninterrupt-

edly thanks to this marvelous prayer."

The pope had missed his general

audience the previous week because of

an intestinal ailment.

At the beginning of the audience,

he was driven around the square,

waving at the estimated 12,000 visi-

tors and pilgrims present. For the

Sept. 10 and 17 audiences, he was
driven in a closed car to a stage in the

square without first making the

rounds in the popemobile.

In his main audience talk, the pope

The Pope

Speaks

By CATHOLIC
NEWS SERVICE

said he was concluding his long-run-

ning series on the psalms and canticles

used in the church's morning prayer.

The pope focused on Zechariah's

"Benedictus," a hymn of praise for

God's gift of salvation, which speaks of

"the tender mercy of God by which the

daybreak from on high will visit us."

Zechariah's prophecy proclaims

that with Christ "there will appear the

light that will enlighten every creature

and make life flourish," the pope said.

Welcoming the gift of salvation in

Christ, Christians must commit them-

selves to walking in his light, he said.

"Our uncertain steps, which dur-

ing the day frequently wander onto

dark or slippery streets, are guided by

the light of truth which Christ spreads

in the world and in history," Pope John

Paul said.

The pope said, "We continually

ask his help so that he will preserve in

us the light of the knowledge which he

has given us and will lead us to the

day of perfection."

After the 45-minute audience,

the pope spent almost an hour greet-

ing individual bishops and pilgrims,

posing for photographs with groups

and blessing dozens of newlyweds
who knelt in front of him, one couple

at a time.

Letters to the Editor

No welcome for the

stranger

I just read Catholic News Service

writer Agostino Bono's article en-

titled "Tacos, pizza and French fries:

Fast food and immigration patterns"

(Sept. 12) in which Ronaldo Cruz,

executive director of the U.S. bishops'

Secretariat for Hispanic Affairs,

states: "For the church the only pass-

port you need is your baptism."

I find it unacceptable that the

church condones the blatant violation

of federal immigration laws! I doubt

even Jesus would tell people to violate

the law! "Render unto Caesar that

which is Caesar's and render unto the

Lord that which is the Lord's."

If an immigrant illegally enters

the United States, they should be

arrested and deported — no ques-

tions asked!

My family on my father's side

emigrated from Poland and they

came through Ellis Island; they did

this legally. Shame on the church for

condoning anything other than fol-

lowing the law. No one has to like or

agree with any law, but until those

laws are changed, we are bound by

our civic duty to follow them.

Mike Basiewicz

Dana, N.C.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes

letters from readers. We ask that letters be

originals of 250 words or less.

To be considered for publication, each let-

ter must include the name, address and

phone number of the writer for purpose of

verification. Letters may be condensed due

to space limitations and edited for clarity,

style and taste.

Send letters to Letters to the

Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O.

Box 37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-

mail catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
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Lean on me

Defeating loneliness

with activism

What do Mother Teresa of Calcutta,

St. Pio of Pietrelcina and St. Francis of

Assisi have in common? The desert expe-

rience, thejourney and the "Lean on Me."

In spite of the noises, mass media
and activism, we live in an age of loneli-

ness. The heroes I just mentioned found

a healthy prescription to cure the exis-

tential loneliness, which has been
treated as a disease that has reached

epidemic range. Fortunately, there is a

cure for it, ifwe look for it. The origin of

this illness comes from the obsessive

compulsion to activism, which deprives

us of the necessary solitude needed for

our survival.

The Gospel, being the good news
and the book of life, gives us some hints

in Luke 4:1: "Jesus full of the Holy
Spirit, then returned from the Jordan
and was conducted by the Spirit into

the desert." From time to time, Jesus felt

the need of being alone out in the desert

or on the peaks of mountains, where he

could recharge the battery and embark
on his public ministry.

The desert experience, however,
does not necessarily require the Sahara
Desert. It may be our daily life of faith,

hope and love. Both experiences, the

Guest

Column

FATHER JOHN
AURILIA,
OFM Cap

desert of the city and the wilderness of

the forest, remind us that solitude, not

loneliness, is badly needed. There is a

big difference between solitude (posi-

tive) and loneliness (negative). The
beauty of solitude makes us aware of

the old "spiritual" line: "We come out of

the wilderness, leaning on the Lord."

Mother Teresa, Pio Forgione,
Francis Bernardone knew very well

what desert experience was: the
crowded streets of Calcutta; the rug-

ged mountains of the Gargano Penin-

sula; and the leprosy camps of
Rivotorto. The saints survived the

desert by being very active and by
leaning on the Lord. Activity doesn't

hinder our relationship with God, it

actually may help. Activism shuts the

door and builds a cage with no exit

door. The silence of the city and of the

wilderness makes us hear what God is

saying, rather than what we say. "Be
still and know that I am God," says

the Lord.

The prophet Hosea has a more com-
pelling approach by putting in God's
mouth the following words: "I will es-

pouse you, and lead you into the wilder-

ness, and there I will speak to your

heart." (3:16) He speaks to the center of

our being, rather than to our "head." Do
we really hear what God says?

A man had just retired and was
sitting at the breakfast table, reading

the morning paper and feeling very

well. His wife, on the other hand, was
bustling around the apartment. She
had both the dishwasher aqd the

clothes dryer going, and she was push-

ing the vacuum cleaner. Her husband
looked up from the table and said to

her, "I'm proud of you." With all the

noise, she couldn't hear properly.

"What did you say?" she shouted. "I

am proud of you," he repeated. She
snapped back, "I'm tired of you too!"

When we are surrounded by noises,

we cannot hear the 'love you" of God
and others. And yet, God lives where we
are and where our neighbors are.

A little girl, who had just moved,
went with her family to their new
church for the first time. The church
was just a block from their house. On
the way back from the church, she said,

"Boy, we sure are lucky to live in the

same neighborhood as God." Are we
not all?

Our direction to God is easy: make
a right turn and go straight always.

A gentleman called me a few days

ago. He was proud to tell me that he

was a parishioner for the past 23 years

and he didn't live far from the church.

Before hanging up, he said, "By the

way. Father, smce you are on the line,

could you give directions to the
church?"

My friends, "Lean on me," says the

Lord ... and don't call.

Will a husband and wife be united in Heaven?
Q. My wife of 54 years died last

spring, and I'm having a hard time.

There is still a lot of suffering and grief
and wondering about the future. At her

funeral the priest said a prayer that "we
will be with her again. " Is there anything

in the Bible or church teaching that tells

us a husband and wife will be united in

heaven? (Iowa)

A. The sadness and terrible pain you
feel over the loss of your wife is truly a

heavy cross to bear. But it is also some-
thing to be lovingly grateful for. It is a

tribute to the long, devoted and happy
life you had together during those 52
years that makes her death such a heart-

ache for you.

The Gospels do tell us much about
the answers to your questions. We know
that the heavenly Father was intimately

present to Jesus always, even in the

midst of his passion and death.

He knew that, even for his Son,
this and other suffering was part of
coming to a good and full human life,

that it would lead to a joyful and eter-

nal union at the completion of our
earthly existence.

I believe it all comes down to a good
bit of humility, being able to acknowl-
edge that some truths of human exist-

ence lie beyond our comprehension in

this life. Our doctrine of the communion
of saints, which we profess in the
Aposdes Creed, means that we are al-

ready in union with those who have

Question

Comer
FATHER JOHN

DIETZEN
CNS Columnist

gone before us, that they support us by
their spiritual presence as well as by
their prayers for us before the throne of

God— which is, of course, why we pray
to the saints asking for their intercession.

As for you and your wife, it is true

that there is no married life in heaven, at

least in the physical reproductive dimen-
sion we experience here. That is not the

whole story, however.

Some years ago. Pope Pius XII had
some enlightening and consoling words
to say on the subject. Speaking to en-

gaged couples, he noted that while mar-
riage itself may not endure in heaven,

married love will continue. What does

that mean?
Christian tradition is clear that part

of heaven will be our conscious union
and intimacy with those who were dear

to us here on earth. Beyond that, how-
ever, is the fact that our personalities, our
ways of loving, our way of being "our-

selves," which we will carry into eternity,

are molded largely by the people with

whom we shared our lives here.

It is a fact that you are a signifi-

cantly different person today than you
would have been had you followed an-

other vocation than marriage or if you
had married a different person than the

woman you did.

Her love for you and yours for her,

the many ways you assisted each other,

with your Christian faith, to grow and
mature, the friends and other individu-

als who deeply affected you through the

years— all these helped you become the

persons you are at the end and who you
will be in eternity.

All that goodness never will end. In

that sense the answer to your question is

yes. You will without question be hus-

band and wife, sharing your married

love, in heaven.

I'm sure some will respond, but

what about people who are married two
or three times because their spouses died

or for other reasons? Doesn't that nullify

what you are sa3dng?

Not at all. It may add other dimen-
sions to the husband-wife relationship

and personal identities, but the truth

that we are affected and formed by oth-

ers close to us remains the same. What-
ever good we accomplish with and for

each other never dies and by God's
providence will find its fulfillment in his

presence.

Questions may be sent to Father Dietzen at

e-nmihjjdieizen@aolcom.

What to pray for

when hurricanes

threaten

^^^^^

FATHER
PETER

J. DALY
CNS Columnist

As I write this, Hurricane Isabel is

24 hours away. We have spent the last

couple of days preparing for it— park-

ing parish vehicles away from trees and
stowing anything that can get airborne

in high wind or float away in high

water.

People say things like, "Father,

pray that the storm misses us" — as if

God steers hurricanes around because I

ask him to.

When we are young, we pray
about the weather. Children pray for

snow when they have tests. It is OK for

children to pray for the weather they

want, but when we grow up we should

get an adult's idea about "weather
prayers."

Weather is part of nature. It is gov-

erned by the laws of nature. We cannot

change it by wishing for it.

Of course, miracles can and do hap-

pen. The disciples saw Jesus calm the

Sea of Galilee. But the point is the wind
and waves obeyed him, not us. The
laws of nature obey the will of God,
nature's author.

The Catholic Church accepts the

idea that "God's will" is reflected in the

laws of nature. That is partly (though

not totally) what we mean by "natural

law."

We accept the laws of nature,

which we discern in the study of phys-

ics, chemistry, biology, geology and the

other natural sciences. Our job is to try

to understand these laws and use them
to our benefit in medicine or meteorol-

ogy or the other scientific arts.

We do not expect God should
change the laws to suit us — God does

not take orders from us. Our job as

believers is to try to discern the will of

God and to live accordingly. Ser\'ants

ofGod accept the facts. They do not try

to become God.

Prayer is about changing us, not

God. By definition, God is the "un-

changing" one. That's good, since we all

rely on the stability of the laws of na-

ture.

So what do we pray for in regard to

the weather?

We can pray for people. We pray

for courage to accept the storms of life

and wisdom to learn from them. We
pray for generosity to help those
harmed, healing for the injured, comfort

for those who mourn and peace for the

dead.

These are all prayers to change us,

not nature.

We don't expect God will change
the path of hurricanes for us. With
them we simply batten down the
liatches and get out of the way.
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St. John Lee Korean Church symbolic

ofgrowing Korean-American culture

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

St. John Lee Korean Church in Charlotte, built in 1994, now has 130 registered families.

CHARLOTTE — As the diversity

of the multicultural landscape increases

throughout the Diocese of Charlotte, so

too does the need for liturgical and min-

isterial outreach to all Catholics of west-

ern North Carolina. St. John Lee Korean

Catholic Church is one center of minis-

try tending to those needs.

The historical tie between the

mart;)Ted John (Yoon-Il) Lee and the

community of Charlotte Catholics who
now gather under his patronage dates

back to 17th-century Korea, where Ca-

tholicism was brought in from China.

Persecutions began in 1839, and over

the next few decades thousands of Ko-

rean Catholics were killed. Lee was ar-

rested in November 1866, imprisoned

for two months and, in late January

1867, was decapitated.

On May 6, 1984, Lee and 102 oth-

ers martyred during the 19th-century

persecutions were canonized by Pope

John Paul II. In January 1987, St. John

Lee was named patron saint of the Arch-

diocese of Taegu, the very region in

which he was executed a century earlier.

In Charlotte, seven Korean Catholic

families began gathering in the early

1980s for liturgical celebrations. A Ko-

rean priest from Atlanta began traveling

in July 1980 to St. Patrick Cathedral in

Charlotte once a month to celebrate

Mass in Korean. Soon after, the group

relocated to nearby St. Ann Church.

With the Korean Catholic commu-
nity growing larger during the 1980s,

members formed a committee to explore

the possibility of building a church. A
fund drive was begun, and the commit-

tee began searching for an appropriate

location.

In June 1990, the community pur-

chased four acres of land in east Char-

lotte along Robinson Church Road. On
site resided a house that was put to use

as a rectory and meeting center. Later

that year, the Archdiocese of Taegu
agreed to send a Korean priest to the

Charlotte Diocese to serve the local Ko-

rean community.

With the arrival of Father Dong-Su

Won, services were moved to Our Lady

of the Assumption Church in Charlotte.

Father Won was eventually succeeded

by Father Hwan-Kil Cho, and during

his period of service the rapidly growing

Korean community again looked to in-

crease its worship space.

Father Kyung-Hwan Choi was the

next priest for the Taegu Archdiocese to

come to Cliarlotte, and the plans for a

new church —- to be built on the

Robinson Church Road property —
continued to develop during his stay.

In May 1994, the community gath-

ered for a groundbreaking ceremony. By

October, the 5,000-square-foot building

was completed and the first Mass was

celebrated there. On May 7, 1995,

Bishop William G. Curlin presided over

C
C
C

Carolina
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Cremation
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Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.caxolinafTuneral.com

Steven Ku^ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
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Knights ofColumbus

ST. JOHN LEE KOREAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH

7109 Robinson Church Rd.

Charlotte, NC 28215

(704) 531-8471

Vicariate: Charlotte

Pastor: Reverend Soo Tae Bal<

Number of families: 130

the dedication ceremony, and the church

was officially declared to be St. John Lee

Korean Catholic Church.

In September 1995, Father Jae-

Yeong Choi was appointed to serve at St.

John Lee Church. The church commu-

Mon-rri 9:3O:mi-5:30pm

Sat. 9:3O:un-3:O0pm

Carolina
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We welcome mail orders and special orders!

nity has proven to be an active one, as 70

people were confirmed during a Septem-

ber 1996 Mass, and a variety of groups

and outreaches have been formed, in-

cluding prayer groups, a choir, a golf

club and a youth group.

In 1998, with a parish of about 97

families, a committee was formed to

oversee construction planning of an

education center on the church
grounds. Education of and ministry to

the second generation of St. John Lee

Church parishioners is an emphasis of

church life, as members strive to teach

Korean culture, identity and language

to those young members of the com-
munity who have been raised in the

United States.

The church dedicated 1998 as a

year to 'Learn the Bible by Heart," in

which members not only paid special

attention to the Scriptures, but also de-

voted time to evangelization among
their families, friends and neighbors.

Teaching catechism and church

doctrine presents challenges, espe-

cially given language barriers that

exist even within the family unit. As
such, St. John Lee Church seeks assis-

tance from English-speaking volun-

teers to assist in catechesis for the

younger Korean American genera-

tion. In addition to the Mass cel-

ebrated in Korean at 1 1 a.m. each

Sunday, a Mass in English is said on

Sunday at 9:30 a.m., primarily for

these younger Korean Catholics.

In November 2001, Father Soo Tae
Bak was appointed to St. John Lee Ko-

rean Church, and by 2003 the number of

registered families had grown to 130.

On Sept. 21, 2003, several parishio-

ners traveled to Washington and joined

4,500 Korean-American Catholics to

celebrate Korean-American Catholic

Day at the Basilica of the National

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, a

positive sign that Korean-American

Catholics are growing across the na-

tion, and in Charlotte.
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MAKING SAFER SCHOOLS

Immaculate Heart

of Mary School

battens hatches

Studentssafe

inside whilepolice

mbsuspect

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

HIGH POINT — It be-

gan as a normal school day
for students at Immaculate
Heart of Mary School.

Around 9:45 a.m. on
Thursday, Sept. 25, students

were outside practicing a fire

drill. Half an hour later, the

High Point police came to the

kindergarten-through-
eighth-grade school and
advised the staff to keep the

students inside and the doors

locked. A man with a gun
had been spotted nearby.

"They commented to a

counselor that a person was
in the vicinity with a shot-

gun," said Principal Robert
Wehde. "They recommended
that we shut down the

facility."

Wehde notified Superin-

tendent Linda Cherry and
his staff, and the school
quickly followed the police's

instructions— students were
kept inside and did not have

morning recess. A second-
grade class on a morning
field trip was advised not to

return to the school.

But classes continued as

normal. At the school, the ex-

terior doors are always
locked and visitors must be

buzzed in at the administra-

tive offices for entrance into

the building.

"It was a little unnerving,

but the teachers did an out-

See LOCKDOWN, page 4

Merriment In the mountains

Photo by Karen A. Evans

St. Francis of Assisi parishioners prepare for a liayride at tlie i^lacon County Fairgrounds Oct. 4.

The ride was part of a parish festival commemorating the 50th anniversary of the church.

Three churches celebrate anniversaries

Clear skies over

St. Francis ofAssisi

jubilee Mass

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

FRANKLIN — Tucked
into a valley in the Smoky
Mountains, St. Francis of

Assisi Church has fostered a

thriving multicultural par-

ish for 50 years. In honor of

its patron saint's feast day,

the parish celebrated its

golden anniversary Oct. 4.

See ST. FRANCIS, page 7

Our Lady of the

Highways becomes
multicultural family

BY REV. MR. GERALD
POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

THOMASVILLE— Sev-

eral years ago, the parishioners

of Our Lady of the Highways
Church were informed all par-

ishes had a feast day in honor

of their patron saint.

Since there is no feast to

Our Lady under that particu-

See THOMASVILLE, page 8

Basilica of St. Lawrence

marks 10 years as

minor basilica

BY CAROLE MCGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Melodi-

ous strains of a string trio ech-

oed through the church as

early arrivals entered for the

celebration of the Basilica of St.

Lawrence's designation anni-

versary as a minor basilica.

Fourth Degree Knights of

Columbus flanked the main

See ST. LAWRENCE, page 9

Parish Profile:

St. Francis of

Assisi Church

I
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Papal envoyto
Bush says

events proved

Vatican right

about Iraqi war

CARDINAL LAGHI

RECOUNTS DETAILS

OF BUSH MEETING

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

CAMALDOLI, Italy —
Seven months after he tried to

convince President George W.
Bush not to invade Iraq, Car-

dinal Pio Laghi, papal envoy,

said events have proved the

Vatican right about the conse-

quences ofwar and the difficul-

ties of consolidating peace.

Cardinal Laghi recounted

in detail his meeting last

March with Bush and other

White House officials in a talk

Oct. 4 at a conference on "God
and the Meeting of Civiliza-

tions" at the central Italian mo-
nastic center of Camaldoli.

In March, three weeks be-

fore the United States launched

its offensive against Iraq, Pope

John Paul II sent Cardinal

Laghi, a former ambassador to

the United States, to plead the

case against war with Bush
and his aides, but the cardinal

said he did not feel his argu-

ments were given much
weight.

"I had the impression they

had already made their deci-

sion," Cardinal Laghi said.

Today, as U.S. and allied

forces try to resoh'e vast prob-

lems in Iraq, "Events have
shown that the worries of the

Holy See were well-founded,"

he added.

Cardinal Laghi said that

when he sat down to talk with

See LAGHI, page 13
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

SHATTERED DREAMS

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Two unidentified women from Haifa weep outside Maxim restaurant Oct. 5. The

restaurant, owned jointly by an Israeli family and a Melkite Catholic family, was the

site of a suicide attack that killed 19 and injured more than 50 people. The popular

beachfront restaurant was a symbol of Israeli-Arab coexistence for more than 40

years.

Bombed Haifa restaurant

was^bol ofJewish,

Arab coexistence

JERUSALEM (CNS) — The
beachfront restaurant damaged in a sui-

cide bomb attack in Haifa, Israel, has

been a symbol of coexistence between

Arabs and .Jews for 40 years.

Nineteen people were killed and

about 60 injured in the Oct. 4 bombing

at Maxim, a restaurant co-owned by

Jewish and Melkite Catholic families.

Among the dead were five Israeli Arabs

who were Melkite Catholics. Two com-

plete families— including grandparents

and grandchildren— where killed in the

blast.

Immediately upon hearing the news

of the bombing, Miri Taiyar and her

daughter, Orly Taiyar Nir, members of

the Jewish family that co-owns the res-

taurant, were among the first people to

console the Matar family, the Melkite-

. Arab co-owners, five of whose members

had been injured and two others killed.

"I was only one of three people who
left the restaurant on his own two feet,"

.said Pierre Matar, 29, who was slightly

injured in the blast. "Everywhere else

there were l)odies strewn around."

His father cousins and uncle were

injured. Two cousins who worked as

waitresses were kiUed in the blast.

The long-term relationship between

the Taiyar and Matar families is one

built on trust, he said.

'These are more than partners in the

restaurant— we are all one family," said

Orly Taiyar Nir.

Nir told the Ha'aretz newspaper:

"When my boys were drafted into the

army, the Christian women went and lit

candles for their welfare. ... I'm in contact

with these (Christian) families more
than I am with the Jewish families."

More than 1,500 people fi-om the

surrounding villages and towns —
Jews, Christians and Muslims — at-

tended the funerals.

'The fact is that we are living to-

gether and no one has the right to (make

us) do any different — not Sharon, not

Arafat, not Islamic Jihad nor Hamas,"

said Fassouta Mayor Geries Khoury, a

relative of the Matar family. "No one has

the right to kill such a common life

together that we have, despite all the

discrimination there is against (Israeli

Arabs)."

He said villagers do not want re-

venge, only peace and an end to the

Israeli occupation of the Palestinian ter-

ritories.

Virginia priests sign letter

supporting celibacy

ARLINGTON, Va. (CNS) —
Ninety priests from the Arlington

Diocese have sent a letter to Bishop

Wilton D. Gregory of Belleville, 111.,

president of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops, in strong support of

mandatory priestly celibacy.

In the Sept. 27 letter, the priests

rejected a proposal advanced by Mil-

waukee priests in August that called

for the ordination of married men to

generate more vocations to the priest-

hood. The Milwaukee priests also

sent their letter to Bishop Gregory.

"Common sense and historical ex-

perience indicate ... that reducing the

demands of the priesthood will not

increase vocations, because lessening

sacrifice never inspires men to offer

their lives to Christ," the Arlington

priests said. "In times of crisis, the

wisdom and instinct of the church

Diocesan.
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — The St. Martin De
Porres Pro-Chapter ofthe Dominican Laity

meets the third Monday ofeach month at

7 p.m. in St. Justin's Center at the Basilica

of St. Lawrence, 97 Haywood St. Inquir-

ers are welcome. For more information,

contact Beverly Reid, OPL, at (828) 253-

6676.

HENDERSONVILLE — A Peace and

Tolerance Workshop will be held Oct. 25 at

Immaculate Conception Church, 208 7*

Ave. in the St. Francis Room 9 a.m.-3:30

p.m. Everyone is invited for a day of

prayer, discussion and reflection. Special

focus will be given to our sacred calling

as Christians to be peacemakers. This is a

meaningful way to promote peace in the

family, classroom and workplace. To reg-

ister, call Sandy Donecho at (828) 697-

7420.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE—The loss ofaparent as an

adult is the single most common form of

bereavement in this country. Whether

you had a good, bad or indifferent rela-

tionship with the parent who died, your

feelings for him or her were probably

quite strong. Join others who have lost a

parent or those ministering to the be-

reaved at St. Gabriel Church, 3016

Providence Rd., Oct. 15 7-9 p.m. in the

Ministry Center.

have always been to respond with

greater sacrifice, not less. What will

inspire more vocations is celibacy

lived well, not celibacy set aside."

Citing the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, the "Catechism of the Catholic

Church" and the writings of Pope
John Paul II, which have all explicitly

affirmed mandatory celibacy, the

letter also called for an end to further

discussion of changing the require-

ment, since it "only confuses the

faithful and deprives the church of the

clarity needed to inspire vocations."

The signers represented some 60

percent of the 1 5 1 active and retired dioc-

esan priests in Arlington. The priests

said they wanted Bishop Gregory and

other bishops to know of their "devotion

to this source and sign of pastoral

charity" and their desire that it remain

mandatory for priestly ordination.

CHARLOTTE— Father Due Duong will

lead a roundtable discussion on
"Multiculturalism in the Catholic Church" Oct.

16 at 7:30 p.m. in room 203 of the Life

Center of St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. Log on to

wwvv.home.catholicweb.com/stmatthewff

and click on Cafe, to link to two articles

from US Catholic to read before tlie meet-

ing.

CHARLOTTE— The ordination Mass of

Bishop Peter J. Jugis will be celebrated Oct.

24 at 12 p.m. at St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy.

CHARLOTTE— Catholic Social Services

will host an informational meeting on their

adoptionprograms in Russia & China Oct. 25,

at 2 p.m. The meeting will be at the Dioc-

esan offices at 1 123 South Church St. Ifyou

have any questions, please call Carol or

Michele at (888) 990-4199.

CHARLOTTE — Jesuit Father James

Keenan will present "Living with an Adult

Conscience' Oct. 25 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at St.

Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St. Our ordi-

nary lives offer ample opportunities to

think and grow in our practice of virtues.

For details, call the church office at (704)

332-2901.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— Father Bill Parent will

discuss "Catholic morality at the end oflife" a

look at Catholic teachings concerning issue

of life and death. This free presentation

will begin at 7 p.m. Oct. 16 in the Kloster

Center of St. Pius X Church, 2210 N. Elm
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FROM THE VATICAN

Cardinal Stafford named to head

Vatican office dealingwith penance

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — U.S.

Cardinal J. Francis Stafford has been

named by Pope John Paul II to head

the Apostolic Penitentiary, the

Vatican office that deals with matters

of conscience involving the sacrament

of penance and procedural issues con-

cerning indulgences.

Cardinal Stafford, 71, will leave

the Pontifical Council for the Laity,

where he has served as president

since 1996. One of the main tasks of

the laity council is to coordinate

World Youth Day celebrations with

local organizers, and Cardinal
Stafford presided over preparations

for youth-day events in Paris in

1997, in Rome in 2000 and in

Toronto in 2002.

The new head of the laity council

is Polish Archbishop Stanislaw Rylko,

t. For more information, call the church

office at (336) 272-4681.

HICKORY VICARIATE

LENOIR— The Hickory vicariate will of-

fer two evangelization retreatsfor Hispanic

adults aX St. Francis of Assisi Church, 1025

College Ave. SW. The women's retreat will

be Oct. 17-19 and the men's retreat will be
Oct. 24-26. To register, please contact Sis-

ter Joan Pearson at (828) 758-4207.

MORGANTON — A free Pastoral Care

Training workshop will be held Oct. 14 at St.

Charles Borromeo Church, 714 W. Union
St. 7-9 p.m. This program will train parish

\ olunteers to provide pastoral care to the

elderly Register to Sandra Breakfield, El-

der Ministry, at (704) 370-3220.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE— The adult enrichment
program of St. Therese Church, 217
Brawley School Rd., will present "I'm mar-
ried, we're together, but alone Oct. 1 2 at 10: 15

a.m. and Oct. 1 5 at 4:30 p.m. This presenta-

tion will explore how married couples can

recapture the closeness in their relation-

ships. For more information, call Tom
Calabro at (704) 664-7762.

MOORESVILLE— The adult enrichment
program of St. Therese Church, 217
Brawley School Rd., will present "Oneface,

fourportraits' Oct. 19 at 10:15 a.m. and Oct.

22 at 4:30 p.m. This presentation will ex-

plore how Jesus Christ was portrayed by
each ofthe Gospel writers. For more infor-

mation, call Tom Calabro at (704) 664-
7762.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY — St. William Church will

sponsor a bereavement supportgroup thst will

meet Mondays for six weeks beginning
Oct. 1 3, 10 a.m.-noon at the Glenmary Cen-
ter. This group is for anyone who is griev-

ing over any loss of a loved one, a job,

friend, divorce, etc. Call Pat Levy at (828)
837-95 1 7 for more information.

BRYSON CITY— "Catholics and Cherokees:

Learning from Each Other," a workshop
hosted by the Smoky Mountain Vicariate,

will be held on Oct. 18 1-4 p.m. at St. Joseph
Church, 3 1 6 Main St. This free workshop is

open to the public and will help partici-

58, who had been council secretary.

The Vatican announced the ap-

pointments Oct. 3. They were among
the first of a series of expected
changes in the Roman Curia.

Cardinal Stafford will oversee a

Vatican department that is not very

well understood by outsiders. The
"penitentiary" in its name refers to the

penitential issues it handles.

The Apostolic Penitentiary is one
of three tribunals of the Holy See. The
penitentiary is divided into two of-

fices: One governs indulgences, and
the other is a court that handles cases

of conscience and absolves individu-

als from sins reserved to the Holy See.

Cardinal Stafford will be called

the "major penitentiary." The agency
also commissions priests to serve as

confessors in Rome's major basilicas.

pants to better understand the history of

the Cherokee and current issues ofmajor
concern to them. A part of the program
will be the linking of Catholic Social

Teachings to Cherokee issues and the

importance of advocacy and dialogue in

contemporary society. For details, call

Mary Herr at (828) 497-9498 or email

maryherr@dnet.net or call St. Joseph

Church at (828) 488-6766. This work-
shop is funded by a grant from Ojieration

Rice Bowl.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

CLEMMONS— The OLM Little Rock

Scripture Studyfor Women offers a bible

study Monday evenings 7:30-9 p.m. in

the library ofHoly Family Church, 4820
Kinnamon Rd. Classes meet until Nov.
24. For more information, call Anne
Gannon at (336) 727-4591.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing

Companions is a grief support group for

the bereaved that meets the first and
third Thursdays of the month in confer-

ence room B at St. Leo the Great Church,

335 Springdale Ave. For further details,

call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

WINSTON-SALEM— This fall's The-

ology on Tap will meet Wednesday eve-

nings Oct. 22-Nov. 1 2 at Mi Pueblo Res-

taurant, 644 Stratford Rd. Social hour
begins at 7 p.m. and a featured speaker

will begin at 8 p.m. For details e-mail

ws_tontap@yahoo.com.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Fraternity

ofSt. Clare invites anyone interested in

learning more about the Secular
Franciscan Order and the Franciscan

way of life to an orientation and recep-

tion Oct. 23 7:30-8:30 p.m. at Our Lady
of Fatima Chapel, 21 1 W. Third St. For
more information, contact Sharon Jack-

son, SFO Minister, at (336) 722-7001.

Please submit notices of parish

events for the Diocesan Planner

at least 15 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382.

Pope s health prompts media speculation,

prayers among Catholics

1

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — At the

beginning ofone of the busiest months of

his pontificate. Pope John Paul II's con-

tinuing health problems prompted specu-

lation in the media, concern among some
cardinals and prayers by the faithful.

After announcing 30 new cardinals

Sept. 28, the 83-year-old pontiff carried

out a full week of scheduled events ap-

pearing has he has over the last few

months: tired, unable to stand or walk,

struggling at times to speak, but soldier-

ing on to the end of each event.

The pope suffers from a degenera-

tive neurological disorder believed to be

Parkinson's disease and has been slowed

by arthritis of the knee and the effects of

several surgeries.

His recent physical decline, al-

though not drastic to those who have

followed him closely, has prompted in-

tense media interest, which in turn has

generated comments by church leaders.

The most striking remarks — in-

tended "philosophically" but which
ended up in headlines around the world
— came from Cardinal Christoph
Schonborn of Vienna, Austria.

"The entire world is experiencing a

pope who is sick, who is disabled, and

who is d3dng— I don't know how near

death he is — who is approaching the

last days and months of his life," Cardi-

nal Schonborn said Oct. 2.

The cardinal's comment
prompted anxiety among many
Catholics, but several Vatican cardi-

nals quickly downplayed concern
about the pope's health.

Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re,

head of the Congregation for Bishops,

said "there's no cau.se for alarm" about

the pontiff.

'The pope is a strong man with a

sharp mind and a clear vision of the

world. I saw him today at lunch," Cardi-

nal Re said later Oct. 2.

"Certainly he has difficulty with

speech, especially when he's tired, and he

has problems walking. But he's still a

strong man," he said.

Asked about the possibility of papal

resignation, Cardinal Re responded:

'The Holy Father is obedient to God's

will."

Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins,

head of the Congregation for Saints'

Causes, said the fact that the pope's

heavy October schedule was being

maintained showed there was no sense

of panic at the Vatican. In fact, the

Vatican added two major events to the

schedule.

Polish Archbishop Stanislaw

Dziwisz, the pope's longtime personal

secretary, did not seem overly concerned

about the pope's health as he chatted

with reporters Oct. 2. The pope was
meeting with Lithuanian President

Rolandas Paksas in an adjacent room.

Archbishop Dziwisz told the report-

ers jokingly that many journalists who
have predicted the pope's demise "are

already in heaven."

Blessing 'Muffin'

CNS PHOTO Br Karen Callaway, Northwest Indiana Catholic

"Muffin" is held by parishioner Karen Vine as Precious Blood Fathers lohn

Kalicky and Gary Scherer read a blessing for animals on the feast of St. Francis

of Assisi Oct. 4. The priests at St. lohn the Baptist Parish in Whiting, Ind., were

among clergy a round the world offering special prayers for pets on the feast of

a saint noted for his love of all God's creatures.

DIDYOU KNOW? -st teresaofavila

Born at Avila, Castile, Spain, on March 28, 1515, Teresa became a Carmelite in

1536. She founded St. loseph Convent at Avila in 1562 for nuns who wished to live

a more enclosed spiritual life. In 1 568, she founded the first reformed Carmelite

monastery for men. Teresa wrote many letters and books that have become classics

of spiritual literature. Teresa died in October 1582, and was canonized in 1614 by

Pope Gregory XV. Pope Paul VI declared her a doctor of the church in 1970 — the

first woman to be so honored. Her feast day is Oct. 15.
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Charlotte Catholic seniors

C.A.R.E. a lot

IN OUR SCHOOLS
October 10, 2003

CHARLOTTE— Senior pride was

evident when approximately 80 Char-

lotte Catholic High School seniors

participated in the Camp C.A.R.E. 10th

annual P.J. Martin Memorial
Walkathon Sept. 20.

Assistant principal Steve Carpenter,

faculty and parents joined NBCe's
weatherman Larry Sprinkle at the 5-

mile walk held at Butler High School to

help raise money and send chOdren with

cancer to summer camp.

Camp C.A.R.E. (Cancer Ain't Really,

the End) is for children with cancer that

are being or have been treated in the

Charlotte area. The camp pro\'ides chil-

dren with a normal camping experience

and act;\ ities for diem and their families.

Camp C.A.R.E. staff is comprised of all

volunteers and all monies raised goes

A MATTER OF MERIT

Charlotte Catholic students

named semifinalists
CHARLOTTE — Charlotte

Catholic High School seniors Michael

Florack, Sarah Knish, Stephen Norris

and Geoff Sholler were among ap-

proximately 16,000 seminfmalists

named in the 4th annual National

Merit Scholarship program.

These scholastically talented se-

niors have an opportunity to continue

in the competition for some 8,000

Merit Scholarship awards, worth $32
million, that will be offered next

spring. To continue, semifinalists must
fulfill several requirements and ad-

vance to finalist standing, a prerequi-

site to being considered for a Merit

Scholarship award.

The annual Merit Scholarship

competition is conducted by National

Merit Scholarship Corporation
(NMSC), a not-for-profit organization

that operates without government as-

CouRTESY Photo

Charlotte Catholic High School seniors rally at the Camp C.A.R.E. annual walkathon

Sept. 20.

toward camp and monthly activities.

Proudly wearing their red "Senior

Pride" T-shirts, the Charlotte Catholic

seniors and faculty showed their strong

sense of community by collecting

pledges and giving up their Saturday

morning to raise more than $2,100 for

Camp C.A.R.E.

Beth St. Martin, a Camp C.A.R.E.

board member, was "overwhelmed by

the tremendous show of support by

these students and the Charlotte Catho-

lic community."

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information on Camp
C.A.R.E., call (704) 384-7568.

sistance. Scholarships awarded
through the National Merit Program
are underwritten by approximately

500 business organizations and
higher education institutions as well

as by NMSC's own funds.

Merit Scholarship winners are

academic champions who will be the

leaders of tomorrow, according to the

NMSC. Winners will be selected on

the strength of their accomplishments

and abilities and without regard to

gender, race, ethnic origin or religious

preference.

Merit Scholarship winners of

2004 will be announced in four nation-

wide news releases beginning in April

and concluding in July. These scholar-

ship recipients will join more than

218,000 other distinguished young
people who have earned the Merit

Scholar title.

School battens

hatches

Lockdown, from page 1

standing job. They continued without

missing a beat," said Wehde. "They
reacted in a professional manner and
reassured the children they were safe

and continued with their classes."

"I am proud of the reaction and
behavior of the faculty and staff, as

well as the students, during this situa-

tion," said Cherry.

While the school does have
lockdown procedures in case of an in-

truder on the property or in the build-

ing, Wehde described the Sept. 25

situation as more of a "shut-down"

situation.

"We have gated areas in the

parking lot. I felt OK that there

would be no access to the adminis-

trative building or the classrooms,"

said Wehde. "When we deal with our

greatest commodity — children —
we have to be absolutely certain of

their safety."

"While we hope we never have to

use lockdown drills in our schools, the

purpose of those drills is to plan for

situations we can never expect," said

Cherry. "Our children's safety was and

is the most important factor in any

situation."

About an hour later, police called

laith. Ifddition,

6 flcddemic

EAcellence

the school and said they apprehended
the man "fairly close to Immaculate
Heart of Mary," said Wehde. Police did

not find a gun, though witnesses ear-

lier had seen him with one, according

to the Greensboro News & Record's

High Point bureau.

The man, who had been in an ar-

gument earlier with people who lived

in his girlfriend's apartment complex,

was charged with assault on a female,

communicating threats and assault

with a deadly weapon. He was also

served two outstanding warrants and

was being held Thursday at the

Guilford County Jail in High Point

under $25,000 secured bond.

"It's another reminder that the

world we live in today is one of poten-

tially great violence," said Wehde.
Although a letter was sent home to

all the parents, Wehde said some par-

ents heard about the situation that

morning.

"Overall, they understand we have

a professional staff that loves the chil-

dren and will protect them as best as

we can," he said. "They know we have

safety protocols in place. They see our

diligence for the concern and the safety

of their children."

Wehde said the school regularly

meets with law enforcement authori-

ties to maintain a high level of security

and safety at the school.

"We're re-evaluating plans to get

better and better," he said.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.

JfouueifutEApeflenoe

'The ua/ues that are taught at home are

reinforced through a Catholic school education."

- 51 Ann's Parent

Mccklcnbui-K Are^i Catholic Schools

www.charlottediocese.orj/catholicschools.html

or call the Admissions Office

704.370.3273

OPEN HOUSES
Charlotte Catholic High School (9-12)

7702 Pinevllle-Matthews Road

Charlotte, NC 28226

Oct. 12 3:00-6:00 pm

Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School (6-8)

3100 Park Road

Charlotte, NC 28209

Oct. 12 1:00-3:00 pm

Our Lady of the Assumption
Catholic School (K-5)

4225 Shamrock Drive

Charlotte, NC 28215

St. Ann Catholic School (K-5)

600 Hillside Avenue
Charlotte, NC 28209

St. Gabriel Catholic School (K-5)

3028 Providence Road

Charlotte, NC 28211

St. Mark Catholic School (K-5) & (6)

1H750 Stumptown Road
Huntersville.NC 28078

St. Matthew Catholic School (K-5)

11525 Elm Lane

Charlotte, NC 28277

St. Patrick Catholic School (K-5)

1125 Buchanan Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Oct. 26 1:30-3:30 pm

MACS proudly offers Catholic Christiar) values to a

diverse community of boys and 5/r/s in grades K-12.
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The Transitus ofSt Francis
Death, historyofsaintrecalledatservice

BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE — The
Transitus of St. Francis — the celebra-

tion before the feast.

Franciscans throughout the world
honor St. Francis of Assisi on Oct. 4, but

they also celebrate, on Oct. 3, the Transi-

tus: St. Francis' passing from earthly to

eternal life.

"It's like a wake service because we
remember the person's life, but ifs also

joyful," said Franciscan Father John
Salvas, parochial vicar at Immaculate
Conception Church.

St. Francis' attitude. Father Salvas

said, "puts life in perspective. For me, he
saw it as an old, worn-out shoe that you
discard for something new and better.

He died resembling Christ right at the

end, stripped of everything."

On Oct. 3, the Capuchin Franciscan

friars from Immaculate Conception and
members of the St. Francis of the Hills

Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Or-
der, which meets there, processed down
the church's center aisle.

Readers recounted the saint's last

days, described by Thomas of Celano,

his fellow friar and first biographer.

Thomas' account says "the friars

sang the Canticle (of the Creatures)
many times a day to comfort the saint's

failing spirit, and sometimes into the
night as well."

St. Francis wrote this joyful canticle

to praise God through all creation. It

ends with, "All praise be yours, my Lord,

through Sister Death, from whose em-
brace no mortal can escape."

Throughout the service, the story

was interspersed with everyone singing

verses from "All Creatures of Our God
and King," a version of the canticle.

St. Francis blessed each of the friars,

and, Thomas said, "asked for bread, and
he blessed it and, like Christ at the last

supper, distributed it to all present,

while the Gospel of St. John was read

beginning with the Passion."

As Rev. Mr. Tony Marini read the

Passion at the service. Father Salvas

blessed a round loaf of freshly baked
bread, which was broken into pieces and
distributed to the participants.

The story states St. Francis saw
Death enter the room, "and he asked a

brother to announce as a herald of
arms does, the solemn arrival of his

expected guest...."

He requested the friars place him on
the ground. His nakedness covered with

sackcloth and his head covered with
ashes and dust, he recited Psalm 142.

After which, Thomas wrote, Francis
"died singing, in the forty-sixth year of
his age, and the twenty-fifth of his con-
version."

Those in Friday's congregation also

recited the psalm.

As is traditional at the Transi-
tus, the friars renewed their vows to

"observe the Rule of the friars Minor
... living in obedience, without prop-
erty and in chastity." The Secular
Franciscans renewed their commit-
ments to "live all the days of my life

the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
in the Secular Franciscan Order by
observing its rule of life ... so that I

may reach the goal of perfect Chris-
tian love."

"I've always loved the Transitus,"

Brother Francisco said. "It's probably
the only celebration where all the orders

come together."

The Transitus "reminds us death is

not the end," said Lazaro, minister
(president) of the St. Clare Fraternity in

Asheville. "It should not be a sad occa-

sion, it's happy, from this place to a

better place."

Larry Carter, who made his per-
manent Secular Franciscan profes-
sion in June 1941, said the Transitus
is "just reliving the death of Francis
.... He wasn't afraid of death, but wel-
comed it. Too bad we can't all look at

death that way."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or e-

mailjnell@dnet.net.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Oct. 4 is the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals, the environment and merchants.

St. Francis gave up his wealth to serve the poor, and is also remembered for his deep affection for other

creatures and his thankfulness to God for the wonder of creation. St. Francis is considered the founder
of all Franciscan orders. The mission and, subsequently, the city of San Francisco were named in his

honor.

During the last years of his relatively short life (he died at 44) he was half blind and seriously ill. Two
years before his death, he received the stigmata, the real and painful wounds of Christ in his hands, feet

and side.

Catholic

Social Services

Catholic Social Services

Adoption Information Meeting
for Russia and China

Saturday, Oct. 25 - 2pm
Diocesan office: 1123 S. Cliurcli Street, Charlotte

Info: Niclieie or Carol at 888-9904199

Secular Franciscans celebrate

Transitus witli new candidates

Paitiapantsre^ecton

St. Francis 'inspiration

BY ELLEN NEERINCX SIGMON
CORRESPONDENT

LENOIR — Each year at their

Transitus service, the Hickory Secular

Franciscans celebrate the passage of St.

Francis of Assisi from earthly life to ev-

erlasting life. They do so with hymns,
prayers and readings from accounts of
the saint's life.

Six candidates for profession into

the Secular Franciscan Order partici-

pated in this year's Transitus service

held at St. Francis of Assisi Church Oct.

3. The feast of St. Francis, the patron
saint of animals and the environment, is

Oct. 4.

Secular Franciscans strive to ob-
serve the Gospel by following the ex-
ample of St. Francis, founder of the

Franciscan Order who made Christ the

inspiration and the center of his life.

They promise to devote themselves es-

pecially to careful reading of the Gospel— going from Gospel to life and from life

to the Gospel— as St. Francis is known
for taking the Gospel literally.

To become a member of the order,

an interested person goes through an
inquiry stage of four to six months be-

fore applying for candidacy. Candidates
wait 18 months, participating in meet-
ings and events with their local groups,

before they can go through the rite of

profession.

The Hickory Secular Franciscans
will have 1 7 members after their current

candidates make their rite of profession

at the church Oct. 12, and have two
potential members in the inquiry stage.

Several of the candidates read accounts

of St. Francis at the Transitus service.

Candidate Bill Borst read an ac-

count of the appearance of the stigmata— the marks of Christ's crucifixion —
on the hands, feet and side of St. Francis

after he prayed to experience the pains of
Christ's Passion.

Borst has traveled to Assisi, Italy,

three times and originally became in-

terested in St. Francis as an historical

figure. St. Francis, born at Assisi in

Umbria around 1181 or 1182 (the ex-
act date is uncertain), died there in

October 1226.

"I knew what an influential person
he was, but after I went to Assisi, I did

some reading," said Borst. "I got fasci-

nated with him, with the power he had
in communication, in getting to all those

people in a time frame when communi-
cation was word of mouth or occasion-

ally written."

Candidate Yong Sun Thompson
said her mother was a Secular
Franciscan in Korea.

"She was very devoted to it. I grew
up with it," said Thompson.

Born in Korea, Thompson immi-
grated to the United States with her

mother 28 years ago. She and her 9-

year-old son live in Lenoir and are pa-

rishioners at St. Francis of Assisi

Church.

Photo by Ellen N. Sigmon

Ruth Thoni, a Secular Franciscan, holds

a replica of her husband's San Damiano
cross at the Transitus service at St.

Francis of Assisi Church in Lenoir Oct. 3.

"I was in charismatic prayer groups
and felt the Holy Spirit calling to me,"

she said. "I wanted to do something bet-

ter, something more than just going to

Mass on Sundays."

Candidate Dr. Doug Miller, a pa-

rishioner at St. Joseph Church in New-
ton, read during the service an account
of how a brother saw the soul of St.

Francis ascending after his death. It was
St. Francis who interested Miller in the

Secular Franciscans.

"My approach to religion has al-

ways been intellectual," said Miller. "St.

Francis had a very simple, pious, loving

relationship with Christ. I needed that to
balance my personality."

Candidates Becky Snow of St.

Francis of Assisi Church and Ellie

Obrist of St. Elizabeth Church in Boone
also credit St. Francis with inspiring

them.

"I've always loved St. Francis," said

Snow, who read from the Rule of the

Secular Franciscan Order during the

service, became interested in the group
after attending an earlier Transitus ser-

vice.

"I am drawn to him (St. Francis),

and his love of people and animals," said

Obrist, who grew up around
Franciscans.

"I was raised by Franciscans and
received all my sacraments from
Franciscans," she said. "I was raised

with stories of the kindness and gentle-

ness of Franciscans."

Candidate Marilyn Dunphy
worked for Franciscan organizations in

many capacities in New York for several

years.

'They treated me like family," she

said. "I was their sister. I got to know
their way of life. They wanted me to join,

but I didn't do it. Now, years later, I'm

doing it."

"I think if more people thought they

could live the Gospel way of life, it would
be a better world," Dunphy added. "It

starts with one person, so I'll do my bit."

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information on the Secular

Franciscans, call (800) FRANCIS or,

in the Hickory area, call Bill Brockhoff

at (828) 464-5113.
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Upcoming workshop to discuss

Ctierokee, Catholic issues
BRYSON CITY— Many new resi-

dents in western North Carolina know

the Cherokee people ha\ e roots that go

deeply into the history of the area. Wliat

is often not known is the history of the

Cherokee, their contributions to the

culture and the tra\ ails they have faced.

The events of the past still have implica-

tions for the life of present-day Cherokee

people.

"Catholics and Cherokees: Learning

from Each Other," a free workshop

hosted by the Smoky Mountain Vicari-

ate and funded by an Operation Rice

Bowl grant, will examine these and other

issues at St. Joseph Church Oct. 18.

The workshop will help partici-

pants to better understand the history of

the Cherokee and current issues ofmajor

concern to them. A part of the program

will be the linking of Catholic social

teachings to Cherokee issues and the

importance of advocacy and dialogue in

contem{X)rary society.

Presenters include Patty Grant,

social worker advocate for the Tribal

Diabetes Program and member of the

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians,

who will present information on his-

torical trauma and intergenerational

grief and its impact on the lives of

Cherokee people today, and Cherokee

culture and spirituality.

B. Lynne Harlan, public relations

assistant to Joyce Dugan at Harrah's

Cherokee Casino and a member of the

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, wUl

discuss tribal government and sover-

eignty, and the political, economic and

social impact of high stakes gaming in

Cherokee.

Father Shawn O'Neal, administra-

tor at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in

Cherokee and St. Joseph Church in

Bryson City, will link Catholic social

teachings with Cherokee issues.

Russ Townsend, archeologist with

EBCI Cultural Resources Department

and a member of the Cherokee Nation of

Oklahoma, will discuss Cherokee his-

tory including the Trail of Tears and

cultural values.

WANT TO GO?

The free workshop will be held 1-4

p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 18 at St. Jo-

seph Catholic Church, 316 Main

Street in Bryson City. For more infor-

mation or to register, contact Mary

Herr at (828) 497-9498 or

maryherr@dnet.net; or call St. Joseph

Church at (828) 488-6766.

Brothers in service

Courtesy Photo by R.W. Keenan

From left: John, Jared and Jesse Keenan are brothers and altar servers serving

their first Mass together at Immaculate Conception Church in Hendersonville

Sept. 20. The brothers' 92-year-old grandmother, Margaret Keenan, made the

trip from Wichita, Kan., for the occasion.

Courtesy Photo

From left: Architect David Clinton; building committee members Nora Resa, Laura

Rolls, Father Ricardo Sanchez; architect Michael Mining; and Frank Murphy.

Parish plans expansion,

fali fiesta
BISCOE— Once a sleepy little par-

ish. Our Lady of the Americas Church is

now home to approximately 1,000

Catholics. A mission of Our Lady of the

Annunciation Church in Albemarle, the

church's growth has demanded expan-

sion and its new location is now one step

closer to reality.

The parish building committee re-

cently presented the master plan and

architectural sketches to its members

for approval, and is now working with

a budget to present the plans to the

Diocese of Charlotte. Rev. Mr. Guy
Piche, director of diocesan properties

office, has been working with the com-

mittee to create a road map to bring

the project into being.

The parish will celebrate a fall fiesta

at the new church site on Sunday, Oct.

12. The event begins with a bilingual

Mass at 10 a.m. and following festivities

include authentic Mexican food, live mu-

sic, auction, beauty pageant and a raffle

with a $1,CKX) cash prize.

WANT TO GO?
Our Lady of the Americas Church fall

fiesta will take place on Highway 221 , .

one road east of 1-220. For more in-

formation, contact Laura Rolls at

(910) 673-4077.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships Witii Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
yQ4_549_4Q | Q

VUvtk^ Angels.^^

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@\/isitingAngels.com



October 10, 2003

AROUND THE DIOCESE
The Catholic News & Herald 7

Golden jubilee
HIGH-ADVENTURE HAYRIDE

ST. FRANCIS, from page 1

To commemorate the 50th anni-

versary of the church, parishioners

observed 50 hours of eucharistic ado-

ration beginning Thursday morning
and ending shortly before the anni-

versary Mass Saturday morning.
Bishop-designate Peter J. Jugis

concelebrated the Mass with Father

Matthew Kauth, administrator, and

Father Richard McCue, former pas-

tor of the parish, for a congregation of

200 people.

In recognition of its growing His-

panic population, the Mass was cel-

ebrated in both English and Spanish.

Bishop-designate Jugis gave his hom-
ily in both languages.

Father Kauth and the parish had

been anxiously awaiting the arrival

of a new crucifix and two statues —
Mary of the Immaculate Conception

and St. Joseph the Worker with the

infant Jesus — which Father Kauth
purchased on a recent trip to Spain.

At 10:30 p.m. Friday, the ship-

ment arrived and the statues were
put into place for Saturday's celebra-

tion. During the Mass, Bishop-desig-

nate Jugis blessed the crucifix and
statues.

At the conclusion of the Mass,
Bishop-designate Jugis led a eucha-

ristic procession to three altars out-

side the church and concluded with a

benediction.

Afterward, parishioners of all

ages celebrated their parish anniver-

sary at a church festival at the Macon
County Fairgrounds Saturday after-

noon, where they enjoyed carnival

games, hayrides, a craft fair, a flea

market sponsored by the Knights of

Bishop-designate Peter 1. lugis blesses

Jack Lehtinen at the church festival Oct.

4. Lehtinen has been a parishioner of

St Francis of Assisi Church for 25 years

— half the history of the Franklin

Catholic church.

Columbus and, of course, lots of food.

St. Francis of Assisi Church was
established in the early 1950s by
then-Bishop Vincent Waters of Ra-
leigh. With just eight members, the

parish was originally a mission of St.

John Church in Waynesville.

By the time the Diocese of Char-

lotte was established in 1972, St.

Francis of Assisi Church had grown
at such a consistent pace that then-

Bishop Michael J. Begley extended

the church's boundaries to include

most of Macon county and include

Our Lady of the Mountains Church

as a mission church.

The Catholic population contin-

ued to grow throughout the next de-

Photo bv Karen A. Evans

4th Annual Kennedy Lecture

October 25, 2003
Living with an Adult Conscience

BY

James F. Keenan, S.J.
professor ofmoral theology at Weston Jesuit School of Theology,

Cambridge, Massachusetts

9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
St. Peter's Catholic Church

Charlotte, N.C.

Admission is free, but please phone to

reserve your place. 704-332-2901

,

ext. 12. Light lunch will be served.

www.stpeterscathohc.org for more mformation

Can you answer "YES" to any of these questions?

1. Do you needa^ood buyerfor a car, house, property, etc.?

2. Do you need a renterfor a vacation place, house, or other property?

3. Do you need qualified employees for your business?

4. Does your church or organization need good employees?

If SO, put THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD to work for YOU!
Over 125,000 READERS could see your classified ad in this paper

every week - for only 60 cents per word ($12 minimum)!

CALL Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 today!

i

St. Francis of Assisi parisliioners enjoy a bumpy hayride across a field at tlie Macon

County Fairgrounds.

cade, and in 1981 a new cliurch was
constructed across the street from the

original location.

Under the direction of then-pas-

tor Father Richard McCue and then-

parochial vicar Father James Collins,

an expansion project added a new
parish center that included faith for-

mation classrooms, a chapel and
pastor's office.

In 1998, Father C. Morris Boyd
became the pastor of St. Francis of

Assisi, where he served for the next

five years. In order to better serve

Hispanic Catholics, Father Boyd took

a yearlong sabbatical to Mexico to

study Spanish and serve two
churches with 64,000 parishioners.

He returned to the Diocese of Char-

lotte this past summer to serve as

administrator of St. Francis of Assisi

Church in Jefferson and its mission,

St. Frances of Rome Church in

Sparta.

Today, St. Francis of Assisi

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Church represents a wide cross-sec-

tion of the mountain population —
retirees, young families and a grow-
ing Hispanic population. The parish

community is thriving, not just in its

population, but also in its spiritual

mission. The parishioners attribute

this in large part to Father Kauth.

Like Bishop-designate Jugis, Fa-

ther Kauth is fluent in Spanish, ha\-

ing spent a month in Spain prior to

his coming to St. Francis of Assisi.

With this fluency, Father Kauth has

been able to minister to the Hispanic

parishioners as well as Anglos.

"Father Kauth has done so many
wonderful things for my soul," said

Rosa Hoffart, a parishioner of St.

Francis of Assisi Church for the past

17 years. "He is doing the job he is

supposed to do— bring people closer

to God."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

THE BEST OF WALL
STREET JUST DOWN
YOUR STREET.
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Government Securities Annuities
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
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(704) 331-2233

100 N. Tryon Street, Suite 3300

Charlotte, NC 28202
SmithBarney^

citiqroupj
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Smith Barney is a division and service mark of Citigroup

Global Markets Inc. and its affiliates and is used and

registered throughout the world. CITIGROUP and the

Umbrella Device are trademarks and service marks of

Citicorp or its affiliates and are used and registered

throughout the world.
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Half-century of multiculturalism

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

THOMASVILLE, from page 1

Parishioners of Our Lady of the Highways Church in Taylorsville enjoy international

cuisine during the 50th anniversary celebration of the church Oct. 5.

the Hispanic community," said Garcia.

'The community has grown to the point

that we have Spanish Masses every

week, as well as Hispanic youth groups."

Delfina Paniagua, a native of El Sal-

vador and a parish coordinator for the

Hispanic community, expressed satisfac-

tion with the growth rate of Hispanics in

the parish.

"(Wliat I like most) is that we un-

derstand that there are other customs

and backgrounds that are good to learn

about," she said.

Hispanic cultures are among 21

countries that make up the parish, which

now boasts over 450 families.

Irene Poppe and Louise Rawlins,

who were among the original 1 2 families

involved in the establishment of Our
Lady of the Highways Church, agreed

the parish has come a very long way in

the last 50 years.

"It is good to see so many people

celebrating as a parish family," said

Poppe, who emigrated from Poland to

escape war. "It means that we are grow-

ing"

The festive 50th anniversary cel-

ebration began with a Benediction by

Father Fitzpatrick. During his homily,

he tied in the worship practices of Israel,

wherein the temple was the center of

prayer and sacrifice and also the place in

which the Ark of the Covenant rested.

'This building (named in honor of

the new Ark of the Covenant— Mary)
is where the people ofGod come to wor-

ship Jesus Christ, who sacrificed himself

for our salvation," said Father
Fitzpatrick.

'This church is a symbol of the pres-

lar title, the parish and pastor

Franciscan Father Thomas Fitzpatrick

developed a floating feast day on the

fourth Sunday of September.

This year, however, the feast day
was pushed back to Oct. 5 to coin-

cide with the parish's 50th anniver-

sary celebration of Our Lady of the

Highways Church.

"It was in 1953 that the cornerstone

was placed on the 3.5 acre plot on which

Our Lady of the Highways stands to-

day," said Father Fitzpatrick.

Father Fitzpatrick speaks proudly

of the church's exquisite Spanish mis-

sion style architecture, which is unusual

for the Carolinas.

"Perhaps it was a sign of prophecy,

because at that time the Hispanic popu-

lation was zero and today the Hispanic

population of the parish has grown to

better than half," said Father
Fitzpatrick.

Marci Garcia, a parishioner of

Mexican heritage, said there has been

much Hispanic growth since she arrived

at the church 13 years ago.

"There were only three or four

Hispanic families. We celebrated

Mass in Spanish maybe once a year

(in the summer)," said Garcia, who
runs the youth group and serves as a

tran.slator at Mass.

Our Lady of the Highways Church
developed a Hispanic ministry in 1983,

which began as a 17-week program.

"Now there are many members of

Catholic Gift & Book Store

Over 700 Book Titles, plus Bibles, Rosaries, Statues,

Medals, Tapes, CD, Plaques, & much, much more!

Hours: Sam -5pm Monday - Friday

(336) 273-2554 fax (336) 273-2441 233 N. Giwne Si. Grmisbom, NC 27401

ence of God. It is a beacon of the charity

and love of God," he said. "People put a

lot into making this church; not for

themselves, but for the love of God. The
images and icons on the walls and win-

dows throughout the entire church tell

the story of the life. Passion, death and

resurrection of Christ."

Father Fitzpatrick concluded by
thanking both the "old timers and "new
timers" of the parish, for all the sacrifices

they made to build and keep the church

going.

Founded as a mission church in the

early 1950s, Our Lady of the Highways
Church was under the administration of

either Holy Rosary Church in Lexington

or Immaculate Heart ofMary Church in

High Point until July 1970, when the

Oblates of St. Francis de Sales assisted

Bishop Vincent Waters of Raleigh in

establishing Our Lady of the Highways
as a parish.

"(The festival) celebrates the perse-

verance and longevity of the faith and

discipleship, as well as the commitment
of the parishioners of Our Lady of the

Highways for the last 50 years," said Dr.

Cris ViUapando, director of the diocesan

Office of Faith Formation, who joined in

the festivities.

In 1980, the parish added a picnic

center and mobile classroom units for

faith formation classes.

Rev. Mr. Wayne Adams, a convert

since 1989 and permanent deacon to the

parish since 1995, said both he and the

parish "have gone through a multitude

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

Irene Poppe, a long-time parishioner of

Our Lady of the Highways Church,

displays icons from her native Poland

at the anniversary celebration Oct. 5.

of changes. Among the (recent) changes

I have witnessed is the addition of both

the rectory and the parish center."

Those additions were dedicated

Sept. 17, 1989.

'Today is a great opportunity to put

our two communities together (Hispanic

and Anglo)," said Garcia. "It shows that

we can work together, even as we see

and learn the customs of each other's

countries."

Editor's Note: For more on the his-

tory of Our Lady of the Highways
Church, please see the Parish Profile in

our next issue, Oct. 1 7.

DON'T PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!!
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these words this week!
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Decade
basilica

as minor

ST. LAWRENCE, from

aisle as Father Wilbur Thomas, pastor,

and others processed to the altar for the

bilingual celebration Mass Oct. 5.

"(The church) is a major presence of

Christ in western North Carolina," said

Father Thomas, "(and) a celebration of

the reality and growth since the buUding

was dedicated as a basilica."

In 1993, Pope John Paul II desig-

nated St. Lawrence as a minor basilica

— fi-om the Greek word for "house ofthe

MOVING?
Take us with you!

Please help us reduce postal fees and
give us your NEW address (or cancella-

tion notice) BEFORE you move.

Ifyou have your address label,

include that, too.

Name

Old address

Old city stip

NEW address

NEW city/state zip

Date of move/cancellation: _ .

Mail changes to:

The Catholic News & Herald

Address Changes
1123S. Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Or e-mail this info to:

catholicnews@ charlottediocese.org

Thanl< you.

1 5% off with this coupon

Now
at2 great

locations!

South Charlotte

The Catholic Company Outlet Store

228 Zimmer Rd
Fort Mill, SC 2971

5

803-396-5399 ext. 240

Mon-Fri: 10am - Spin

5 min. south ofBallantyne and 1-485

1-485 to Hwy 521 (Johnston Rd).

Go south approx. 5 miles. Shortly after

crossing the state line, turn left at the

BP station. Go % mile and turn left into

Zimmer Business Park - #228.

CatholicCompany.com

king," basilica is a term of special desig-

nation given by the Holy Father to cer-

tain churches because of their antiquity,

dignity, historical importance or signifi-

cance as a place of worship. Archbishop

John F. Donogliue of Atlanta, former

bishop of Charlotte, said it was a "great

honor" for him to dedicate the church as

the Basilica of St. Lawrence in October of

that year.

During his anniversary Mass hom-
ily. Father Thomas spoke about how
one visitor, Rafael Guastavino, was un-

able to find a seat during a Mass in the

earlier St. Lawrence Church sanctuary

in the summer of 1905. Guastavino, a

renowned Spanish architect working in

the area on the Biltmore House, believed

a Catholic church should have enough

seats for all strangers and offered to de-

sign a grander facility.

Guastavino crafted the new church

in the style of Spanish Renaissance,

rarely found in this area of the country,

and donated the church's elliptical dome,

which has a span of 58 by 82 feet— the

largest freestanding elliptical dome in

North America. When Guastavino died

in 1908, his son took over construction

and Bishop Leo Haid dedicated the new
church in October 1909. Cardinal James

Gibbons consecrated the church — the

first one to be consecrated in the Vicari-

ate of North Carolina — in October

1920.

The church, now on the National

Register of Historic Places, houses the

crypt of Guastavino.

"Many strangers have made it (the

basilica) their home, a place of solace,"

said Father Thomas.
The challenge now, he said, is "how

to make this wonderful environment a

place to call home and to feel at home
with one another. The church is not com-
plete but a work in progress, being

fleshed out by our living relationship in

coming together within these walls."

After the anniversary Mass, ap-

proximately 500 parishioners joined a

"Catholic
Company

Fine Catholic Books and Gifts

I

I

I

I

(o^xsiSj^ Lake Norman

The Catholic Company - Lake Norman

1 9905 W. Catawba Ave. , Suite 106

Cornelius, NC 28031

704-655-9090

Mon,Wed, Thu, Fri: 10am - 6pm
Tue:1 0am - 7pm
Sat: 10am -3pm

In Johnsbury Square - next to Rosetti's

177 to Exit 28 Catawba Ave.

• Go west for Vi mile.

The store is on the North side of street.

LakeNorman.CatholicCompany.com

Co!iR •f: Photo by George Cobb

The Basilica of St. Lawrence, designed by a Spanish architect in the early 1900s,

was designated by Pope John Paul II as a minor basilica in 1993.

catered reception at the AshevQle Civic

Center.

Lucille Lamy, a parishioner for 76

years, recalled many changes since join-

ing the church at age 2— the baptismal

font had been moved several times and a

side door had been added to accommo-
date the increase in Mass attendance.

In keeping with Vatican II, in 1968

the altar was moved to the middle of the

sanctuary; the altar's fi-esco of the Last

Supper and its flanking panels were re-

moved and topped with a 1,800-pound

block ofTennessee marble to form a new
altar table.

Tommy Davis, whose Sicilian

grandfather helped build some of the

church's interior, has been a parishioner

since birth. "(The basilica) is a place that

makes me feel holy," he said.

"It's very special to have a church of

this caliber ... and the devotion of the

parishioners and priests to maintain the

basilica as a historic site," said Joanne

Coates, a parishioner.

"It's not easy to build a community

of people," said Father Joseph Dinh, pa-

rochial vicar. 'TSTo community is perfect.

We need to recognize our weaknesses

and our strengths to move forward."

The basilica, which now boasts over

930 families, offers perpetual eucharistic

adoration, instituted by then-pastor Fa-

ther Clark Kaltreider in 1989, and a

weekly Spanish language Mass.

"It's good seeing the interaction

among people, some who go to different

Masses and don't get to see each other

often, in a parish setting at home with

each other," said Father Thomas.
"We needed something to draw us

together as a community," he said. 'The

church is an expression of faith and sac-

rifice of many people over the years."

JOHN T. WEISENBERGER

-?0 OA

Hendrick Acura
6824 E. Independence Blvd.

Chariotte, NC 28227

704-566-2317
704-566-2320 Fax
800-763-7811 Toll Free

www.hendr1ckacura.com
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Two bookstake a longviewof

the U.S. Catholic Church
REVIEWED BY BRIAN T. OLSZEWSKI

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

During 2002, books with "Catholic"

and "crisis" in the title were a staple in a

bookstore's religion section. Their focus

was the crisis of 2002— sexual abuse of

children by clergy. These two new books

by Peter Steinfels and David Gibson

recognize that, while sexual abuse by

clerg)' is a part of it, the Catholic crisis is

deeper, wider and more than an annual

e\ent.

Unlike some authors who, in writ-

ing about the sexual abuse crisis, cited a

specific cause, such as dissent or homo-
sexual clergy, Steinfels and Gibson dem-
onstrate that the crisis is the result of

multiple factors. Each factor, explained

'M"OP'
liBntVHBKBilHH

"A People Adrift: The Crisis of the

Roman Catholic Church in

Annerica," by Peter Steinfels.

Simon and Schuster (New York,

2003). 392 pp., $26.00

"The Coming Catholic Church:

How the Faithful are Shaping a

New American Catholicism," by

David Gibson. Harper (San Fran-

cisco, 2003). 350 pp., $23.95.

in a tone that is calm but emphatic, will

give readers cause to think.

As an editor, writer, and university

instructor, Steinfels has the credentials

to state, "American Catholicism, to put it

bluntly, is in trouble." He thinks deci-

sions in the next decade or two will

determine the church's direction for the

remainder of this century.

His opening chapter provides a con-

cise overview of the scandal and the is-

sues it raised. Steinfels sees a "vacuum of

leadership," not only during the sex

abuse scandal, but also in liturgy,

catechesis, the role of women, institu-

tions, and among the bishops them-

selves.

As he ends one chapter, Steinfels

links it to the next. For example, con-

cerns about worship lead to how the

faith is being handed on from one gen-

eration to the next. A short but thorough

history of catechetics in the U.S. leads

him to conclude that adults must be the

prime market for religious education.

In regard to women, Steinfels main-

tains, "Catholicism is at a very strange

juncture." He is thorough in delineating

church teachings and attitudes toward

sexual matters and the role of women,
including the ordination ofwomen to the

priesthood.

"To forbid discussion of a church

practice is a virtual admission that it

cannot withstand scrutiny," he writes of

women's ordination. He states, "If the

church's case against ordaining women
to the priesthood is valid, it should with-

stand the test of Catholics' becoming

familiar with women ordained to the

diaconate and women holding positions

of real decision-making power."

In his chapter on leadership

Steinfels not only speaks of bishops,

priests, religious and laity, he also

speaks to them. His critique of bishops'

leadership cites failures of comprehen-

sion, empathy, decisiveness, focus, per-

sistence, follow-through, openness and

explanation.

Maintaining that as a group U.S.

bishops are less likely to take the initia-

tive on issues than they did 20 years

ago, he asks, "Why are American bish-

ops so consistently spineless in their

dealings with Rome? Why are they so

pliable before the nation's handful of car-

dinals? Do they fear being excluded from

the club of other bishops? Do they fear

the low-level harassment that Vatican

offices can conduct?"

Meanwhile, in "The Coming Catho-

lic Church," his first book, Gibson
touches upon most of the same topics as

Steinfels, as well as clericalism and the

church after Pope John Paul II. He is

optimistic about the reform process, ac-

knowledging it as a "difficult road

ahead," while calling it "inspiring and

invigorating."

He says that women. Latinos and

young people are the "tripod on which

the future ofAmerican Catholicism rests.

Remove any of them, and the church wiU

be in serious trouble."

Gibson is a former religion writer at

the Newark Star-Ledger daily newspa-

per and a former Vatican Radio reporter

who converted to Catholicism as an

adult. His book draws upon polling re-

.search, Catholic thought over the last

couple of decades and interviews with

people who bring an educated perspec-

tive to aspects of the crisis.

Both books are must reading.

These books are a source of per-

sonal, prayerful reflection, a basis for

candid discussion and an inspiration for

action to correct those flaws that

threaten to weaken, and possibly de-

stroy, the institutional church. Their

words are too important to be ignored if

Catholics are to witness a church —
their church— as one, holy, catholic and

apostolic rather than as one that is per-

petually in crisis.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: OCT. 12, 2003

Oct. 12, Twenty-

eighth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:

1) Wisdom 7:7-1

1

Psalm 90:12-17

2) Hebrews 4:12-13

3) Gospel: Mark 10:17-30

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

He was a skilled laborer, unobtru-

sive of personality, who lived quietly

and simply in a one-room apartment. He
enjoyed his work and his co-workers,

and was a loyal, caring friend and family

member. When he died in his 70s, those

who knew him were left scratching their

heads in bewilderment. Through sav-

ings and careful, wise investment, he'd

ainassed a small fortune and bequeathed

it, in the form ofa foundation, to meet the

educational needs of the indigent youth

of his community. Maybe you read his

story in the newspaper, as I did.

His family and neighbors had no idea

he had all that money, not to mention

such acumen in investing. They won-
dered: Wliy did he never buy himself a

house or even a car? Wliy didn't he ever

go on a nice vacation? Why didn't he get a

stylish wardrobe or own a computer?

My guess is that he had an Old-

Testament sense of wisdom as re-

vealed in this weekend's reading. He
preferred the simple life of work,
friends and family so much that he

eschewed even the smallest excesses

that would detract from it.

Rather than comfort, he preferred

the intensity and beauty and love of the

everyday dance with humanity: toil,

conversation, conflict and reconcUiation,

hurting and healing, quiet, resting.

And likely, he decided not to give

away his money while he was stUl alive

because the attention and admiration

would change all his relationships.

That was the spirit of wisdom he

chose. The scriptural version explains it

metaphorically: "I preferred her to scep-

ter and throne, and deemed riches noth-

ing in comparison with her.... Beyond
health and comeliness I loved her, and I

chose to have her rather than the light

because the splendor of her never yields

to sleep.... All good things together came
to me in her company!"

Questions:

What creature comforts in your life

do you mistakenly consider to be neces-

sities? How do these comforts lead you to

sleepwalk through life and miss some of

the divine gifts it offers?

Scripture to Illustrate:

"Go and sell what you have and

gi\e to the poor; you will then have

treasure in heaven. After that, come and

follow me" (Mark 10:2 led).

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 12 - OCTOBER 18

Sunday (Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Wisdom 7:7-11, Hebrews 4: 1 2-1 3, Mark 1 0: 1
7-

30; Monday, Romans 1:1-7, Luke 11:29-32; Tuesday (St. CallistusI), Romans 1:16-25, Luke 11:37-

41; Wednesday (St. Teresa of Avila), Romans 2:1-11, Luke 11:42-46; Thursday (St. Hedwig, St.

Margaret Mary Alacoque, St. Marguerite d'Youville), Romans 3:21-30, Luke 11 :47-54; Friday (St.

Ignatius of Antioch), Romans 4:1-8, Luke 12:1-7; Saturday (St. Luke), 2 Timothy 4:10-17, Luke

10:1-9

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 19 - OCTOBER 25

Sunday (Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 53:10-11 , Hebrews 4:14-16, Mark 10:35-

45; Monday (St. Paul of the Cross), Romans 4:20-25, Luke 12:13-21; Tuesday, Romans 5:12, 15,

17-19, 20-21 , Luke 12:35-38; Wednesday, Romans 6:12-18, Luke 12:39-48; Thursday (St. John of

Capistrano), Romans 6:19-23, Luke 12:49-53; Friday (St. Anthony Mary Claret), Romans 7:18-25,

Luke 12:54-59; Saturday, Romans 8:1-11 , Luke 13:1-9

HELP!
The Catholic News & Herald is cleaning

up the mailing list and we need your help!

If you are receiving more than one copy of this newspaper

each week, please help us reduce costs by letting us know.

CaU (704) 370-3333 any time
— leave a message and please spell your name,

or email: catholicnews@charlottediocese.org

or write: 1 123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!
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TV WATCH

UPN aspires to

mediocrity
BY DAVID DiCERTO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS) — UPN once

again aspires to mediocrity and achieves

it with the most anemic lineup since the

hapless 1962 New York Mets. What
else should viewers expect from a weekly

programming schedule in which the

highlight is its Thursday night "WWE
Smackdown"?

With its prime-time powerhouse,

"Buffy the Vampire Slayer," hanging up

her wooden stakes, UPN's parent com-

pany, Viacom, has threatened to shut

down tlie network unless its new offer-

ings — none of which can be wholly

recommended as appropriate family fare

— pay Nielsen dividends. A word of

advice to UPN execs: Start sending out

those resumes.

UPN's new fall series at a glance:

— "Eve," Mondays, 8:30-9 p.m.

EDT.
Hip-hop artist Eve plays an up-

and-coming fashion designer trying to

navigate the Miami singles scene in

search of true romance.

Don't Bother: UPN is crossing its

fingers that Eve's popularity wUl trans-

late recording platinum into prime-time

gold, but the show's canned situations

and forced humor— some of it sexually

laced — should make channel-surfing

the second most popular sport on Mon-
day nights this fall.

— "All ofUs," Tuesdays, 8:30-9 p.m.

EDT.
Domestic comedy executive-pro-

duced by Will Smith and actress-wife

Jada Pinkett-Smith about a Los Angeles

entertainment critic refereeing hostilities

between his new fiance and his ex-wife,

with his 5-year-old son caught in the

crossfire.

Some Interest: Despite its lackluster

writing, the show does take the poten-

tially detrimental effects of divorce on

young children seriously. Unfortunately,

the solution offered subscribes to the

fatuous assumption that the family unit

is a malleable concept which can accom-

modate any domestic arrangement, as

long as everyone plays nice.
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STANDING FIRM AGAINST THE 'RIVER'

CNS PHOTO FROM Warner I

Sean Penn and Kevin Bacon star in a scene from the dramatic movie "Mystic River,"

a provocative, morally ambiguous tale of three former childhood pals contentiously

thrown together after the daughter of one is murdered, the second becomes a

suspect and the third is the homicide detective on the case.

'Mystic River' deep with

plot, suspense
BY GERRI PARE

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS) — A child-

hood incident has shattering conse-

quences when a murder reunites three

former friends in the Clint Eastwood-

directed "Mystic River" (Warner Bros.).

Eastwood seems to have come fuU

circle, from once having starred as vigi-

lante cop Dirty Harry in action movies

that glamorized violence to directing

more mature films such as "Unforgiven"

and this gritty drama to address the hor-

ror and human consequences of violence.

Although this is not a morally satis-

fying film where the clarity of black-

and-white characterizations leads to

good triumphing over evU, it is a work
that screams its repulsion at those who
have harmed a child — and demon-
strates the terrible effects that can have,

SALE: Further reductions
through October!!

even decades later.

The setting is a working-class Bos-

ton neighborhood where three boys are

carving their name in wet cement when
a car pulls up and two men claiming to

be cops scold them — and order Dave,

the most timid boy, into their car. Three

days later Dave escapes from them, for-

ever haunted by the sexual abuse he

suffered at their hands.

Nearly 30 years later, the three are

no longer fi-iends, although Dave (Tim

Robbins) and Jimmy (Sean Penn) have

married cousins. Sean (Kevin Bacon) is a

troubled homicide detective whose wife

left him months ago, gave birth and

phones him periodically — but never

answers his plea to come home or at least

tell him the baby's name. Jimmy went to

the other side ofthe law, served time, and

now is a corner-store owner and devoted

family man, father of three girls. Katie

(Emmy Rossum), the oldest at 1 9, is the

apple of his eye.

Mon-lTi 9:30,im-5:.^0pin

Sal. 9:30am-3:00pin
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Catholic
Bookshoppe

t Special Cards

t Religious Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) 334-3313

44I0-F Monroe Road, Charlotte, NC
www.carolinacatholicbooks.com

We welcome mail orders and special orders'.

Caring for Charlotte Area Cotholic

Fomilies in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

E
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291
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Underachiever Dave has a little boy

and an earnest wife. Celeste (Marcia

Gay Harden), who tolerates his moodi-

ness and secretive ways.

The story kicks into high gear when
Katie and her girlfriends go out bar-

hopping the night before her planned

elopement with a young man (Thomas
Guiry) her dad detests. In the middle of

the night, Dave arrives home in bloody

clothes and tells Celeste a suspect story

about overreacting to a mugger, killing

him and fleeing.

But the next day, Katie's bloodied

body is discovered and detective Sean is

assigned to the case. An enraged Jimmy
promises to get the killer himself and

uses his thuggish brothers-in-law to

scour the neighborhood for information.

As Sean focuses on Katie's boyfriend

and his tangled family history, he can't

ignore a very nervous Dave as an

emerging suspect, but determines to sort

it all out before a near-crazed Jimmy
falls off' the straight and narrow.

With a script by Brian Helgeland

("L.A. Confidential") from Dennis
Lehane's riveting best seller, Eastwood

has a taut narrative to work with and

gets some remarkable performances

from his cast. Hands down, Penn steals

the movie from the ensemble cast, his

grief fueling the emotional heart of the

story. His portrayal, at once intensely

reined in yet explosive, may be impos-

sible for Academy members to ignore at

Oscar-nomination time.

Bacon's detective fills the bill, as does

Laurence Fishburne in a smaller role as

his police partner, but another standout

is Robbins, who conveys how deeply

frightened and vulnerable Dave is. As
Jimmy's wife, Laura Linney shows her

cold practicality when push comes to

shove and justice be damned, while

Harden as Dave's wife gradually unrav-

els on screen.

In addition to directing, Eastwood

produced the film and composed the

music score which uses fiery, dramatic

passages to underline key plot points.

Visually, the on-location shoot in Boston

serves the film well — unlike the pre-

ponderance of foul language, which may
be realistic but is still unnecessary and

unwelcome.

These are morally complex, fleshed-

out characterizations that defy easy cat-

egories. What is ofinterest is not the lack

of a crime-does-not-pay finish, but the

inescapable conclusion that the murder-

ous violence that resulted had its genesis

in a life-deforming act of sexual molesta-

tion. We are shown how violence begets

violence and its reach can extend to a

new^ generation. This is quite different

from the kind of mindless action film

where violence seems to have no conse-

quences and violent perpetrators are of-

ten made to look heroic.

Though grimly disturbing, "Mystic

River" manages to be both a suspensefijl

and sobering meditation on our flawed

human nature and capacity for evU.

Because of brief but intense violence,

much rough language and occasional

profanity, the USCCB Office for FQm &
Broadcasting classification is A-III —
adults. The Motion Picture Association

of America rating is R— restricted.

Pare is the director ofthe Officefor Film

& Broadcasting of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops.
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RECHARGING SPIRITUAL BATTERIES

Hispanic youtli iearn about

God's presence, overcoming

setbaclcs
BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH

CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE — Half the

people in the group sat blindfolded,

thinking about their li\es. As they lis-

tened to soothing, spiritual music,

Claretian Father Jorge Iban Gallo spoke

softly of the presence of God within

them, of forgi\ eness, family, friends and

being able to accept love.

Some 46 Hispanic youth, ages 1 5 to

25, from parishes in Hendersonville,

Ashe\ ille, Canton, Andrews, Franklin

and Murphy, gathered in the

Immaculata School gym for a confi-

dence-building workshop Oct. 4-6.

The other halfof the group returned,

laughing, shouting and clapping, before

switching places with the blindfolded

group and repeating the exercise.

Clapping, said Eduardo Bernal,

Hispanic ministry coordinator of the

Smoky Mountain Vicariate, was a form

of encouragement. Being blindfolded, he

said, emphasized that eyes are not the

only way to see.

Father Gallo, originally from
Bogota, Colombia, is an instructor at the

Southeast Pastoral Institute in Miami,

Fla., which trains Hispanic parish lead-

ers. Bernal contacted him after

Franciscan Father John Salvas, paro-

chial vicar at Immaculate Conception

Church in Hendersonville, asked Bernal

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

SALES: #1 Health and Nutrition Com-
ly expanding. Full training

gd. $25-.$75/hour part-time/full-

1-888-724-7425. http://

isdomofweal th .com /?refid=n .3

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

INSURANCE: Best Health, Life, LTC
and Medicare supplements at best rate.s!

Call Mike Wilkinson (704)84.5-1416.

REAL ESTATE PROPERTY

2.4 ACRE LOT: Gorgeous lot in private,

gated community. Across the road from

boat and beach facilities on High Rock
Lake. Planned amenities include pool,

tennis, clubhouse. $50,000. Call 919-

481-1682.

for a youth acti\'ity. Bernal organized

the event with Inocencia Chacon, the

AsheviUe Vicariate's Hispanic ministry

coordinator; and her husband, Jorge,

Hispanic choir leader at the Basilica of

St. Lawrence in AsheviUe.

"A lot of these people are not in any

youth group, so that is why I needed

them to come to this," Bernal said.

Father Gallo spoke about being

able to bounce back fi-om setbacks, about

not being possessive of people and

things.

"I liked how [Tather Gallop is re-

ally djTiamic; he expresses serious topics

with jokes and things that youth can

understand," said Irene Medina, a team

member from Hendersonville and a

computer-science student at the Univer-

sity of North Carolina at AshevUle.

Among the ideas Father Gallo con-

veyed: "The most important thing is the

meaning of life, to pray for life, have a

plan for your life. (We must) erase from

ourselves the wrong ideas about our life,

such as when you're in love, you think

the other person is your whole life and

that's not true."

In one exercise. Father Gallo had

each person write on pieces of paper

things that made their lives either

v/orthwhile or difficult.

Small votive lights, representing

Jesus as the light of life, surrounded a

FOR SALE

FOR RENT OR SALE: Denver/
Maiden. 3-bedroom, 2-bath home on pri-

vate .5 acre lot. Accessible to St. Joseph or

Holy Spirit parish. 828-428-8512.

FOR SALE: Real estate steal. $163,000.

Matthews. Tax value $171,600. Market
value $182,900. 4 bedrooms, 2-1/2

baths. 2-car garage. Interior completely

updated 6 years ago. 704/370-3339
(day); 704/688-0997 (night)

FOR RENT

Snowbirds - Family Vacations - Week-
end Getaways. OCEANFRONT condos

in Charleston, SC and Hutchinson Is-

land, FL. www.bedonthebeach.com or

704-895-3214

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 1 23 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Photo by Ioanita M. Nellenbach

Claretian Father Jorge Iban Gallo makes talks about spirituality and life during the

Hispanic youth workshop at Immaculata School in Hendersonville Oct. 4-6.

colorful serape on the floor. By placing

the pieces of paper in piles on either side

of a Bible on the serape, the youth sym-

bolically gave both the good and bad

things in their lives to Christ.

Sergio Ruis fi-om Franklin said the

workshop had recharged his "spiritual

batteries."

"I know more about how to talk to

people about my faith and to trust

them," said, Viris Marin of

Hendersonville. "If the person is really

your friend, he will help you any time

you need it."

"I know \jhe workshop] is going to

have some kind of effect," Bernal said.

"After other similar gatherings, people

have a more positive attitude."

The youth took home pamphlets

Bernal provided on such topics as the

Mass, sacraments, Mary and Scripture.

The workshop concluded with an after-

noon Mass in Immaculate Conception

Church.

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or e-

Tnailjnell@dnet.mt

Padres meet with

bishop 'designate

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

The Hispanic priests of the Diocese of Charlotte met with Bishop-designate

Peter J. Jugis at the diocesan pastoral center Sept. 24. The bishop-designate

and the priests got to know one another, learned about the diocesan plan for

Hispanic ministry and exchanged their experiences in the priesthood. From

left: Father Enrique Gonzalez, parochial vicar of St. Aloysius Church in Hickory;

Redemptorist Father Alvara Riquelme, administrator of St. Joseph Church in

Kannapolis; Capuchin Father Juan Carlos Hildalgo, parochial vicar of Our Lady

of Mercy Church in Winston-Salem; Father Fidel Melo, administrator of new

Boonville mission; Father Julio Cesar Dominguez, parochial vicar of Sacred Heart

Church in Salisbury; Bishop-designate Jugis; Vincentian Father Jaime Gonzalez,

parochial vicar of Our Lady of Guadaluipe Church in Charlotte; Father Jose

Antonio Juya, Gastonia Vicariate coordinator of Hispanic Ministry; Father Luis

Osorio, parochial viacar of Our Lady of Grace Church in Greensboro; and Father

Ricardo Sanchez, administrator of Our Lady of the Americas Church in Biscoe.
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Vatican right about Iraq

IN THE NEWS
The Catholic News & Herald 13

LAGHI, from page 1

Bush on March 5 the president began

expounding the reasons for war at

length, until the cardinal interrupted to

say: "I did not come here only to listen,

but also to ask you to listen."

Bush listened to the cardinal, but

raised objections to the Vatican's moral

arguments against use of force, its rejec-

tion of "preventive war" and its warn-

ings about the practical consequences for

Iraqis and others.

When Bush said Iraqi President

Saddam Hussein was training mem-
bers of the terrorist organization al-

Qaida, Cardinal Laghi said he asked

him: "Are you sure? Where is the

evidence?"

Cardinal Laghi also questioned the

administration's conviction that Iraq

possessed and was ready to use weapons

of mass destruction.

But Bush had no doubt that he was
right, the cardinal said. The president

acted almost as if he were divinely in-

spired and "seemed to truly believe in a

war of good against evil," Cardinal

Laghi said.

"We spoke a long time about the

consequences of a war. I asked: 'Do you

realize what you'll unleash inside Iraq

by occupying it?' The disorder, the con-

flicts between Shiites, Sunnis and Kurds
— everything that has in fact hap-

pened," the cardinal said.

Bush insisted that democracy would

be the main result.

At the end of the encounter. Cardi-

nal Laghi recounted. Bush said that al-

though the}' disagreed about many
points at least they held common posi-

tions on the defense of human life and

opposition to human cloning. The cardi-

nal replied that those issues were not the

purpose of his mission.

On his way out of the White House,

Cardinal Laghi said his sense that Bush
and his aides had already made up their

minds to attack Iraq was confirmed

when a Marine general came up to him,

shook his hand and said: "Your emi-

nence, don't worry. What we're going to

do, we will do quickly and well."

Three weeks later, air strikes and

the ground campaign against Iraq be-

gan. .

The cardinal said that, in the end,

the pope and the church did not appear

to have much influence on the decision to

go to war or even in prompting a deeper

reflection on the issues.

But to a wider global audience, he

said, the church made the point that it

was committed to peace.

According to a number of other

speakers at the conference, the continu-

ing lack of basic services and order in

Iraq, along with continuing violence

against U.S. occupation forces, demon-
strated that the war was a practical mis-

take as weU as a moral failure.

Cardinal Laghi said that in making
his case to Bush he was guided by the

pope's statements on Iraq and those of

the U.S. bishops' conference.

In a written paper submitted to the

conference. Bishop Donald W. Wuerl of

Pittsburgh detailed the response of U.S.

bishops to the terrorist attacks and to

the military response that followed.

Bishop Wuerl said, however, that

the bishops' moral voice had been weak-

ened by the clerical sex abuse scandal in

the United States and the scandal's

"spectacular" exploitation by the media.

"As a faith community the church in

the United States had never experienced

such a scandal or been the object of such

intense media coverage and in too many
instances manipulation of the story," he

said.

"In spite of the scandal the bishops

have continued to speak out as a voice of

moral authority. However it is only fair

to say that that moral authority has

been diminished by the scandal," he said.

The conference was sponsored by II

Regno, ^an Italian Catholic magazine
published by the Priests of the Sacred

Heart of Jesus, also known as the

Dehonians.

Standing up for life

Photo bv Rev. Mr. Gerald Potu

Parishioners of St. Benedict Church in Greensboro were part of the Greensboro Life

Chain on Respect Life Sunday, Oct. 5.

Parishionerspin othersin Life Chain

GREENSBORO — Parishioners of St. Benedict Church in Greensboro

were a part of the 1,700-member interdenominational Life Chain on Battle-

ground Avenue on Respect Life Sunday, Oct. 6.

Father Robert Ferris, pastor of St. Benedict Church, and Rev. Mr. Phillip

Killiam, permanent deacon at St. Benedict, were among the participants who

stood with placards along the Life Chain, which stretched from Brassfietd

Avenue to Cornwallis Avenue, to protest abortion to motorists and others.

"This is a solidarity movement showing that we can respect life from

conception to the moment of natural death," said Father Ferris. "This is a

statementfor the culture of life.

"

Father Ferris said only God has the right and authority to take life.

"By killing the unborn, we don't know what gifts we are rejectingfrom the

Lord, " he said. "Even in doubt, we must defer that decision to him.

"

Retreat to fire up faithful enthusiasm
LAKE JUNALUSKA — "Creat-

ing Enthusiasm for the Faith" is the

theme of the upcoming 2003 Fire in

the Mountains retreat in November.
The annual one-day retreat seeks to

connect people to each other and to

God through faith sharing focused on

issues critical to their immediate com-
munity and the modern world.

A program of the diocesan Office

of Faith Formation and sponsored by

the Asheville and Smoky Mountain
vicariates, is a gathering for those

seeking ways to grow spiritually and

share their faith with fellow Chris-

tians.

Speakers will discuss what it

means to be a disciple in the 21st

century and how to bring about a

sense of the sacramentality of all cre-

ation. Like last year, presentations

will be in both English and Spanish.

Featured speaker will be Father

Francis Cancro, pastor of St. Eugene
Church in Asheville, whose presenta-

tions will be in English. Vincentian

Father Vincent Finnerty, pastor of

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in

Charlotte, will speak in Spanish.

Msgr. Mauricio W. West, dioc-

esan administrator, will present his

reflections on the retreat's theme.

WANT TO GO?

Fire in the Mountains will be held in

Harrell Hall at Lake Junaluska (near

Waynesville) Nov. 8. Registration be-

gins at 8 a.m. and the event con-

cludes at 3:30 p.m.

Costs (including lunch and refresh-

ments): $20 per person if registered

before Oct. 25; $25 per person after-

ward.

For registration forms, scholarship

and additional information, contact

Mary Ann Wharton at (828) 667-4227,

e-mail fitm@dnet.net or go online at

www.fireitm.org. Registration dead-

line is Oct. 26.

Emotions and War
Feelings of Americans when considering the woun Iraq

felt sad
about it

prayed more
than usual

displayed
U.S. flag

%

joined anti-war

protest/demonstration

[50/0

from March 22-23 poll of U.S. adults.

Sourte: Gallup PholO: Reuters

71%

© 7m CMS Graphics
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The secret of sanctity

and happiness

Spirituality

for Today
Fidelityto the

presentmoment
iskey

Jesus said: "Do not be worried

about the food and drink you need to

stay alive. After all, isn't life worth

more than food and the body worth

more than clothes?"

Obviously a mother worries
about what she's going to serve for

dinner. There are countless legitimate

concerns that ordinary people have to

deal with every day. The Lord is not

asking us to be brain-dead in carry-

ing out our normal duties, he is tell-

ing us not to be anxious.

Webster defines anxiety as an in-

tense state of emotional disturbance

characterized by varying degrees of

psychic tension. God wants us to con-

trol our fears. Unless we manage to

do this, we never will know the mean-
ing of true joy.

I have been a worrier since I was
a little child. Now, as a priest in my
70s, I have come a long way in con-

trolling my fears. In doing so I have

liberated the Spirit of Joy within me. I

know that Jesus wants me to worry
less and trust him more.

"Do not be afraid.... I tell you this

that your joy may be full." He wants
you and me to be free of all anxiety.

"Take no thought for the morrow,
for the morrow shall take care of it-

self Come to me you who are bur-

dened, and I will give you rest." He
wants us to cancel the inner noise that

awakens fear by immediately coming

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS Columnist

to him for help. Trust casts out fear.

The secret of sanctity and happi-

ness, according to the great spiritual

writers, rests in fidelity to the duty of

the present moment. This is key.

Most of us live too much in the future.

We must learn to reject all the dark

thoughts and fears that our imagina-

tion conjures up. When the stress

mounts, come back to Jesus who
abides in you. He will help you to

smell the roses, to live in the present.

We owe the Lord our trust. Begin

looking at your worries as unwel-
come intruders, and do not identify

with them. Stand apart from them as

an observer. In more severe cases, like

those involving temptations to com-
mit suicide, realize that these

thoughts come from a dark place out-

side of you.

Self-identification with your
thoughts can cause great suffering.

Your fears are not you. Your feelings

are not facts. Jesus says, "Be not anx-

ious." Come to him again and again.

Simply say: "Jesus, hold me. Jesus,

comfort me." This will put you in the

present moment immediately. Return

to that inner stillness where the Spirit

of Joy abides.

Let me repeat this point: You can

chase anxious thoughts away by re-

peating the name of Jesus. Come back

to your spiritual center. That is where
he abides.

You are the guardian at the gate,

the observer who sees certain

thoughts as enemies. This very act of

observing your thoughts separates

you from them.

Fear usually means that you are

living too much in the future and not

trusting enough in divine providence.

Guilt usually means you have forgot-

ten to trust the past to God's mercy.

Trust is the only thing we have to

give to the Lord.

Live joyfully in the present mo-
ment by calling on the name of Jesus

in times of distress. Dorothy Day
called this the duty of delight.

The knowledge of God's love

combined with the practice of observ-

ing your thoughts eventually will

heal you and introduce you to the joy

of being.

Morning eveningprayer orient

dailyjoum^toward Ciirist,

popesays
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Mark-
ing the rhythms of the day and of life.

Christians for centuries have given pri-

ority to morning and evening prayer.

Pope John Paul II said.

'Tied to important moments of our

lives and work," he said, morning and

evening prayer are effective ways "to

orient our daily journey and direct it

toward Christ, the light of the world."

Appearing to be suffering from a

cold, the pope read about half the text of

his main talk in Italian and only the

greetings to pilgrims in other languages

at his Oct. 8 general audience.

Among those he greeted, and later

posed for a photograph with, were 20

students from the North American Col-

lege who were to be ordained to the

diaconate in St. Peter's Basilica Oct. 9 by

Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick of

Washington.

"May the light of Christ always

shine brightly in your lives," the pope

told the U.S. seminarians.

In his prepared text, the pope had

written that even though the lives of

most men and women today are not

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

strictly regulated by the rising and set-

ting of the sun, the phases of the day stiU

provoke reflection on beginnings and

ends and on spiritual light and darkness.

"As the sun sets, Christians know
that God illuminates even the darkness

ofnight with the splendor ofhis presence

and with the light of his teaching," the

pope wrote.

"Evening is the appropriate time to

consider before God, in prayer, the day

just past," thanking God for the gifts he

has given and asking pardon for errors

or sins committed, he wrote.

Prayer at the end of each day, he

wrote, is also an expression of hope and

expectation of the "perennial day," which

believers wLU enjoy at the end of time

with Christ, the light of the world.

Worlds Apart
Compared to the United States, religion seems

more subdued in the lives of people in Canada

and Great Britain.

Percent of citizens saying religion is

very or fairly important in ttieir iife

83

Percent wtio say they attended cfiurcfi,

synagogue or religious service in the last week

M 26

From surveys conducted in February and June 2003.

Source: Gallup . © 2003 CNS Graphics
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Meet Chris Godfrey
Former members of the New York

Giants gave their "Alumni Man of the

Year" Award to Chris Godfrey not

long ago, but the story was buried

under a wave of other football news—
especially the opening of the season.

That's too bad, because Chris Godfrey
is a very special guy, and people ev-

erywhere should know more about all

the things he's done.

At the University of Michigan, he

played in three Rose Bowls, and his

nine-year all-star career as a pro was
highlighted by a Super Bowl champi-

onship with the 1986 Giants. But he

wasn't given an award simply because

he once happened to be an outstanding

right guard. He's also the founder and

president of Life Athletes, and the

driving force behind the

organization's ongoing success. And if

the story of his award didn't get much
of a play anywhere else, his hometown
paper made sure his Indiana neigh-

bors knew all about it.

After his football career was over,

Godfrey received his law degree from
the University of Notre Dame and de-

cided to make South Bend his home.
He and his wife, Daria, now have six

children, ranging in age from three to

19, and, as he recently told Bill Moor
of the South Bend Tribune, he's even
become a Notre Dame fan — except

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
^ LISANTE
Guest Columnist

when the Irish play Michigan.

Moor's interview with Godfrey fo-

cused on Life Athletes, the primary
reason the one-time ballplayer was
honored by the Giants. Godfrey
founded the organization in 1992, and
now counts on some 300 former and
present athletes — collegiate, profes-

sional and Olympic — to help him
achieve its goal: inspiring young
people to live lives of virtue and chas-

tity, with a respect for all life. He's

written curriculums and made videos,

all centered on the theme of honoring
life.

Here are the four key commit-
ments that Life Athletes promotes:

1. I will try to do what is right

even when it is difficult.

2. I will give myself only to that

special person I marry as my partner

for life.

Are there animals in lieaven?

Q. My dog recently died and I feel

such a loss. He was a real comfort for
many years. I'm wondering, since animals

are God's creation and another testament

of God's glory, and since we have St.

Francis as patron saint of animals, do

animals have some part in eternal life?

A. I suspect certain readers rhight

consider your question a bit ridicu-

lous, but it isn't silly at all. Theolo-
gians have wondered and speculated

about this subject for centuries.

One way of answering is to note

that heaven is where we will be per-

fectly happy. If we really need a dog
to be perfectly happy, surely God will

see that we have one. I don't believe

anyone could argue with that.

Questions about what eternal life

with the Lord will be like are treated

brilliantly and with wide scholarship

in the book "Land of the Living" by
Father James O'Connor (1992,
Catholic Book Publishing Company).

In a Foreword to the book, the

late Cardinal John O'Connor of New
York speaks of the harmony God will

bring to that transformed but endur-
ing universe. Explicitly referring to

dumb animals, he writes, "If indeed

all things were made 'through him
(Jesus),' and if he is the same yester-

day, today and forever, then should it

be out of the question that all things

will somehow endure?"

The church has no specific teach-

ing on your question one way or an-
other. In a nutshell, however, this re-

flects the way most Christians have
answered it through the centuries.

Prayers after death
Q. I readyour column in the newspa-

per of our archdiocese and would like to

see a discussion of ways to secure prayers

after death. I seem to recall some pro-

grams for perpetual prayers. No one else

in my immediate family is a practicing

Catholic, though they would follow my
wishes in this matter. (Maryland)

A. First and most important, if

you listen carefully to the Eucharistic

Prayers at Mass you will discover

that a constant intention of every
Mass that is offered, anywhere and
anytime throughout the world, is of-

fered for all who have died, especially

"our brothers and sisters in the faith,"

and that includes you.

This is a beautiful and consoling

truth many Catholics forget. Some-
times one hears pious prayers for "the

most abandoned soul in purgatory."

As far as the Catholic Church and
its beliefs and liturgy are

concerned, there is no "abandoned
soul in purgatory."

Every celebration of the Eucha-
rist, as an unbloody renewal of the

sacrifice of Calvary, has the same
worldwide reach and efficacy as the

first offering of that sacrifice by Our
Lord. The entire human family, living

and dead, are recipients of the merits

3. I will respect the lives of others,

especially the unborn and the aged.

4. I will not quit or make excuses

when I fail. I will try again.

Want to know more about this

outstanding organization? Check out

its Web site at www.lifeathletes.org.

Chris is on the road almost half of

each year, giving talks to youth
groups and meeting educators. He
likes to reach parents, too.

"Through what must be some
kind of misguided sympathy, many
parents seem afraid to set standards

for their children," Godfrey told the

Tribune's Moor. "Knowing where the

fence lies is very important to kids.

They need to know what side of it they

are on..

"It even goes with the TV. If

people in a certain sitcom aren't the

kind of people you would invite over to

your home, then you probably don't

need to have them on your TV either."

Chris Godfrey's entire family was
on hand to cheer him on at

Manhattan's Sheraton Hotel, where
the "Alumni Man of the Year" Award
was a highlight of the Giants' annual

Kickoff Luncheon. So were about
1,300 other people, giving Godfrey the

kind of ovation he used to hear at

Giants Stadium.

"The kids are far removed from
my playing days," he said' to the Tri-

bune. "It was nice for them to see how
big a part the Giants were in

our lives."

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

of that supreme act of redemption.

Beyond that, of course, there are

other ways Christian tradition pro-

vides for the spiritual good of those

who have died. We can ask people to

pray for us. We can request a few-

Masses to be offered for our special

intentions, remembering again that

every Mass is offered for everyone.

Or maybe even more practically,

through a gift to one or more chari-

table, humanitarian or religious orga-

nizations, you can arrange for some
good work to be carried on, for God's
glory and in your name, after you die.

Try these. And as you think of

death, give yourself over to the loving

care of our heavenly Father as Jesus

did when he died, and you will

do well.

A free brochure ofi ecumenism, in-

cluding questions on intercommunion and

other ways of sharing worship, is avail-

able by sending a stamped, self-addressed

envelope to Father John Dietzen, Box
325, Peoria, IL 6 J 631.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

Plumbing the

depths of

celibacy

The Human

Side

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS Columnist

vn

As I listened to Fatlier William Jarema

of the Mercy Center in Colorado Springs

speak at an annual vocation directors' semi-

nar on the topic of celibacy and personal

wholeness, three thought-provoking state-

ments ofhis had me thinking about celibacy

in ways I never tliought of it before. •

1 . "Healthy and conscious celibacy is a

matter of life and/or death for clergy, reli-

gious and professional helpers. There is little

room or no room in the eyes ofthe public for

error in one's practice and application of

celibacy."

As much as some people would like to

do away with celibacy and have married

priests, the public still has certain fixed ideas

about how a celibate person should conduct

himself or herself There may be forgiveness

when a celibate breaks his or her promise or

vow of celibacy, but the person is also stig-

matized because celibacy is still considered a

sacred undertaking.

2. "Celibacy is a powerfU force in our

life that can be used to either enhance our life

or hinder our spirit The personal meaning

and value ofcelibacy must outweigh tlie law

of celibacy. If not, the experience ofcelibacy

will be labored and burdensome."

Celibacy can ne\'er end up as just a

condition for ordination; it must be a state of

life one embraces as a way of complement-

ing one's personality. Without this person-

alization, it is a meaningless rule, not the

wholesome spirit it is intended to be.

3. "Celibacy can either be a choice or a

consequence. Ifcelibacy is reduced to a con-

sequence, then there is less chance for per-

sonal growth and happiness. ... Today there

are millions of men and women who have

been forced into celibacy because of separa-

tion, divorce, widowhood, health or personal

trauma ... You will need to learn how to

manage the biological, psychological and

social dimensions of this powerful discipline

called celibacy."

The way to manage these dimensions

is to better know our thoughts, emotions

and inner world. We need also to under-

stand how family background, culture and

religion relate to our ceUbacy.

To achieve this understanding, we
must ask Who best represents the beauty of

celibacy for me? How exactly does this

person fit my idea of it^ How does celibacy

lend character to my ministry? Do I exer

thank God for the gift of celibacy, and

exactiy what is it in celibacy that I tliank

God for?

Questions such as these help to dri\'e a

celibate deeper into his or her inner self; and

it is only tliere tiiat the gift and mystery of

celibacy can truly be luiderstood.
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St. Francis ofAssisi Church

thrives in Smoky Mountain air

Photo by Karen A. Evans

St. Francis of Assisi Church sits atop a small hill in Franklin. The nave's back wall

is composed entirely of windows, letting in natural light and heating the worship

space in the winter. A statue of the church's patron stands in the courtyard. St,

Francis of Assisi celebrated its 50th anniversary Oct. 4, St. Francis' feast day.

"Creating Enthusiasm

for the Faith"

Co«^^ the—^ ^
FIRE IN THE MOUNTAINS
gathering of God's people.

November 8, Saturday

8 am - 3:30 pm
Lake Junaluska, Harrell Hall

At this one-day annual mountain retreat, we'll

focus on connecting to each other and to God by

faith sharing on issues critical to our community

and the modern world. Topics include what

discipleship means today and how to bring about

a sense of the sacramentality of creation.

PRESENTERS:

Rev. Francis Cancro, pastor, St. Eugene, Asheville (English)

Rev. Vincente Finnerty, CM., pastor, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Charlotte (Spanish)

Rev. Msgr. Mauricio West, Diocesan Administrator, sharing reflections

Cost: $20 before Oct. 25; $25 after - lunch and refreshments included

(scholarships available)

To register or for more info: call 828-667-4227,

or email fltm@dnet.net, or visit www.fireitm.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI CHURCH
299 Maple Street

Franklin, N.C. 28734

(828) 524-2289

Vicariate: Smoky Mountain

Administrator: Father Matthew Kauth

Number of parishioners: 700

Number of households: 400

Father Matthew Kauth

FRANKLIN— A small group com-

posed of eight people made up the first

Catholic congregation to celebrate Mass

in Franklin. During the early 1950s,

these townsfolk gathered at the home of

local residents to assist in the celebration

of Mass with Father Lawrence Newman,
who traveled more than 40 rrules fi-om his

resident parish, St. John Church in

WaynesviUe, to share the liturgy.

Father Newman met with then-

Bishop Vincent Waters of Raleigh to

discuss the building of a church in

Franklin. They agreed on the need, and

in 1953, the first St. Francis of Assisi

Church had been constructed and

deemed a mission of St. John Church.

The same eight parishioners attended,

although the church had a capacity for

108 parishioners. The church commu-
nity did begin to enlarge at a steady

pace, however, and in 1955, St. Francis

of Assisi became a Glenmary parish.

Due to a growing Catholic popula-

tion in Franklin as well as geographical

considerations, then-Bishop Michael J.

Begley of Charlotte adjusted St. Francis

of Assisi's boundaries to include most of

Macon County in 1972. As such, it then

included Our Lady of the Mountains as

a mission church.

Back home in Franklin, a larger con-

gregation marked the need for expan-

sion. The parish bought land and a

house adjacent to the church property,

the latter of which was utilized for the

pastoral team staff, parish meetings, reli-

gious education classes and babysitting

during Mass.

Soon parishioners again saw the need

to expand, this time in terms of worship,

space. During the assessment period, the

parish established a building fund. Al-

though original plans, begun in 1976,

centered on adding onto the existing

church, other options arose. During the

summer of 1977, a sizable contribution

allowed the congregation to explore the

possibility of building a new structure.

The next year, land was purchased

on Maple Street and plans were under-

way for the creation of a new church

facility. A parish building commission

was established, and construction on the

new church began in January 1981. It

housed its first Eucharistic liturgy on

Christmas Eve of that year. MeanwhQe,

St. Francis of Assisi parish had made
arrangements with the local Lutheran

community, which was searching for a

new church. The first church was sold to

the Lutherans on Dec. 31, 1981.

The St. Francis of Assisi Church

famUy continued to grow in the foUow

years. By 1996, then-pastor Father Ri-

chard McCue and then-parochial vicar

Father James Collins were overseeing a

large expansion project to improve the

church's educational facilities. The new-

parish center features faith formation

classrooms, a chapel and pastor's office.

The parish had also gained an active

Knights of Columbus council noted for

its support of schools, especially those for

mentally handicapped persons.

Like many of the cities of the Smoky
Mountain Vicariate, Franklin has a

growing Hispanic population, with ap-

proximately 120 Hispanics in the parish

of St. Francis of Assisi Church.

In July 2002, Father Matthew
Kauth transferred from parochial vicar

of St. Matthew Church in Charlotte to

administrator of St. Francis of Assisi

Church. In October 2003, the parish

celebrated the church's 50th anniversary

with a Mass celebrated by Bishop-desig-

nate Peter Jugis and a church festival.

Church life is vibrant in the moun-

tain town of Franklin. From its early

status as a small mission to today's ever-

growing congregation, St. Francis of

Assisi Church strives to meet the

spiritual, educational and social needs of

its community.

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight 81 curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC • (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomos Aquinas
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Shepherd to

the World

In 25years, pope
hasshapedevents,

insptedmillions

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As Pope
John Paul II celebrates 25 years in office,

the world is taking stock of a pontificate

that has helped shape political events, set

new directions for the Catholic Church and
offered spiritual inspiration to millions of

people around the globe.

By any measure, this is a papacy for

the ages. Since his election Oct. 16, 1978,

Pope John Paul has delivered more
speeches, met with more world leaders,

canonized more saints and kissed more
babies than any previous pontiff

Visiting 129 countries — from the

steppes ofAsia to the Rocky Mountains—
he has implemented the church's own form

See SHEPHERD, page 8

CNS FILE PHOTO BY Ar:UKO MaRI

Pope John Paul II raises the book of the Gospels at an outdoor Mass he celebrated in

Poland in 1991. In his travels he visited his home country the most and preached the

Gospel on six continents.

FULL OF GRACE

Our Lady ofGrace celebrates

50 years in Greensboro

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Altar servers lead a procession of lay people into Our Lady of

Grace Church Oct. 12 to commence the Mass for the church's

50th anniversary.

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

GREENSBORO—
More than 500 people gath-

ered to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of Our Lady of

Grace Church Oct. 12,

crowding the pews and
aisles of the gothic-style

ch urch. More parishioners

overflowed into the parish

school's gymnasium, where
they watched the Mass via

closed-circuit television.

"Beginning with our
concert on Thursday night,

continuing with our school's

reunion and Saturday's
events with our yard sale,

carnival and homecoming
dance, and finally today's lit-

urgy, this has been a great

weekend, and we have been

truly blessed," said Father
Francis O'Rourke, pastor.

Thirteen priests, includ-

ing former pastors of Our
Lady of Grace Church,
concelebrated the Mass with

Archbishop John F.

See GRACE, page 7

Parish Profile:

OurLadyofthe

Highways Church

I
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COUNTDOWN TO
THE ORDINATION

Ceremony to be

broadcast live on

Internet
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The
ordination and installation

Mass of Bishop-designate Pe-

ter J. Jugis is just a week
away.

Thirteen bishops, 125

priests and 80 deacons are

expected to participate in the

special two-hour Mass at St.

Matthew Church Oct. 24.

Two representatives

from each parish, mission, in-

stitution and organization in

the diocese will join in the

entrance procession that in-

cludes the bishops, priests

and deacons a.-5 well as reli-

gious, seminarians, the

Knights of Columbus and
others.

See ORDINATION, page 12

MotherTeresa's

'miracle' to receive

Communion from

PopeJolin Paulll

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME — Dressed in a

pink sari accented with
shimmering silver thread,

Monica Besra, a mother of

five, is without a doubt a

member of the Missionaries

of Charity family.

Amid the unusual hustle

and bustle of the missionary

sisters' convent at Rome's St.

Gregory Church the week
before Mother Teresa of

Calcutta's beatification, the

sisters greet her in the tradi-

tional Indian way — hands

See MIRACLE, page 12
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around tlie

world to your own backyard

DEFENDING MARRIAGE

CNS PHOTO BY Gregory L. Tracy, The Pilot

Ron Crews, president of the Massachusetts Family Institute, and Democratic state

Rep. Philip Travis address the "Summit of October to Save Marriage" Oct. 2 in

Wayland, Mass. Travis is sponsor of a legislative initiative that would define marriage

as the union of one man and one woman in the Massachusetts Constitution.

Redefining marriage would

liarm families, says Boston

arclibisliop

WAYLAND, Mass. (CNS)— "The

institution of marriage, so crucial to the

raising of children and a sound fainily

life, is in crisis," Boston Archbishop Sean

O'Malley said at the "Summit of October

to Save Marriage" in Wayland.

"Any redefinition of marriage must

be seen as an attack on the common
good. The weakening ofthe institution of

marriage has already had too high a

social cost," he said Oct. 2.

He called for respect for the rights

and dignity of homosexuals but said

that does not mean same-sex unions are

entitled to be granted the same status in

society as marriages.

"Marriage is not a creation of the

state nor of the church, and neither has

the legitimate authority to change its

nature," the archbishop said. 'To dismiss

people's legitimate concerns about the

institution of marriage as an unjust dis-

crimination against homosexual persons

is to miss the point of the centrality of

marriage for the well-being of society."

About 200 people, including several

religious leaders, attended the summit

"to arm ourselves with the tools to de-

fend (marriage)," said Ron Crews, presi-

dent of the Massachusetts Family Insti-

tute.

"Our concern must be to strengthen

marriage and create a climate that will

be supportive and indeed promote the

traditional paradigm of marriage," said

Archbishop O'Malley.

"The divorce revolution has taken

its toll on family life," he said. "Between

1960 and 1990 the number of (U.S.)

children who experienced the divorce of

their parents increased from less than 1

percent to more than 50 percent, and

one-third of the children born today are

born out of wedlock."

. He cited other statistics and studies

to highlight the ill eifects divorce and the

breakdown on the family have had on

society, including an increase in violence

against women, poverty, and the physi-

cal and sexual abuse of children.

"I am not so naive as to think that

saving the definition of marriage is

enough to undo all the harm suffered by

society caused by a weakened institution

of marriage," he said. "I would hope that

those who promote same-sex unions will

not be so naive as to fail to recognize the

impact that redefining marriage will

have on American culture, which has

already suffered too much because of the

deterioration of family life."

In 2002, about 130,000 people

signed a petition for a constitutional

amendment defining marriage as a

union of one man and one woman. The

Massachusetts Catholic Conference, the

public policy organ of the state's bishops,

backed the amendment.

Official concerned over low number of

refugees being admitted to U.S.
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The

Bush administration says significant

progress has been made in improving

how refugees are admitted into the

United States, but for the third year in

a row the number of refugees who
reached the country was significantly

below expectations.

Refugee policy experts at the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops are

taking the government's assurances

that procedures have been greatly im-

proved with a grain of salt, according

to Kevin Appleby, director of migra-

tion policy for the USCCB's Migration

and Refugee Services.

"They're saying the right things,"

Appleby said. "But we're not seeing the

corresponding actions."

An administration report to Con-

gress released in late September said

new procedures are, "after many diffi-

culties, streamlining security process-

ing in a meaningful way."

Still, only about 28,000 refugees

arrived in the United States out of an

allocation of 70,000 for the 2003 fiscal

year. In 2002, about 27,000 reached

the country.

Catholic agencies working
through MRS typically resettle more

refugees in the United States than any

other entity.

The administration proposes the

same ceiling of 70,000 refugees for

2004, with 20,000 of those slots allo-

cated for emergency situations.

The United States admits more

refugees than any other country, but

since the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-

tacks fewer have been allowed entry

each year than in decades. The United

States instituted new security proce-

dures both to protect personnel who
process applications and to more thor-

oughly investigate incoming refugees.

Diocesan.
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE— A Peace and Toler-

ance Workshop will be held Oct. 25 at Immacu-

late Conception Church, 208 7th Ave. in the St.

Francis Room 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Everyone is

invited for a day of prayer, discussion and

reflection. Special focus will be given to our

sacred calling as Christians to be peacemakers.

This is a meaningful way to promote peace in

the family, classroom and workplace. To regis-

ter, call Sandy Donecho at (828) 697-7420.

HENDERSONVILLE— The St. Francis of

the Hills Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan

Order will meets the fourth Sunday of each

month 3-5 p.m. at Immaculate Conception

Church, 208 7th Ave. West. Visitors and in-

quirers are welcome, so for more information,

call Helen Gillogly, SFO, at (828) 883-964-5.

BOONE VICARIATE

BOONE— St. Elizabeth ofthe Hill Country,

259 Pilgrims Way, will dedicate its new 72-

niche columbarium on All Souls' Day, Nov. 2,

following the 1 1 a.m. Mass. For more infor-

mation, e-mail Tom Bracken at

redfishy@intergate.com or call (828) 264-

1445. This event will take place weather and

job schedules permitting.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — The ordination Mass of

Bishop Peter J. Jugis will be celebrated Oct. 24

at 12 p.m. at St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy.

CHARLOTTE — Catholic Social Services

will host an informational meeting on their

adoptionprograms in Russia & China Oct. 25, at

2 p.m. The meeting will be at the Diocesan

offices at 1123 South Church St. Ifyou have any

questions, please call Carol or Michele at (888)

990-4199.

CHARLOTTE— Jesuit Father James Keenan

will present "Living with, an adult conscience"

Oct. 25 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Peter Church,

507 S. Tryon St. Our ordinary lives offer ample

opportunities to think and grow in our practice

of virtues. For details, call the church office at

(704) 332-2901

CHARLOTTE — Father David Valtiera will

provide methods of enrichment for all families,

in "Family Spirituality, " Oct. 27 at 7 p.m. at St.

Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd. Call Su-

san at (704) 362-5047, ext. 271 to register.

CHARLOTTE— A Women 's Talk will be held

Oct. 29 at 7 p.m. at St. Vincent Church, 6828

Old Reid Rd. The speaker will be Father Bittner.

For more information, please call Peggy at

(704) 588-7311.

CHARLOTTE — Natural Family Planning

classes will begin Oct. 30 at 7:30 p.m. in the Life

Center, room 102, at St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. For more informa-

tion, call Judy Townsend at (704) 846-6983.

Please reserve a space before Oct. 28.

CHARLOTTE—New Creation Monastery in-

vites you to a day of silence and solitude in the

presence of Almighty God. The monastery of-

fers private spiritual retreatsfor lay people. Write

to Father John Vianney Hoover at New Cre-

ation Monastery, 11517 Spreading Oak Ln,.

Charlotte, NC 28226 about why you want to go

on retreat and when. For more information, call

(704) 541-5026.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope's chief liturgist defends use

of dance in papal Masses
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II's chief liturgist, Archbishop

Piero Marini, has defended the use ofdance

in papal Masses abroad and at the Vatican.

Archbishop Marini said liturgical

celebrations presided over by the pope
have a "universal" character that should

accommodate the legitimate cultural ele-

ments of Catholic communities around

the world.

He made the comments Oct. 15.

Some church officials have criticized

Archbishop Marini because they think

the papal liturgies in recent years have

been too outlandish. Reflecting strong

sentiment in some Vatican quarters, a

draft version of a recent Vatican docu-

ment on liturgical norms recommended
no dance inside churches— even outside

celebration of the Mass.

In contrast, an Oct. 5 beatification

Mass in St. Peter's Square featured Afri-

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— Father Bill Parent will dis-

cuss "Catlwlic morality at the end oflife, " a look at

Catholic teaching concerning issue of lile and
death. This free presentation will begin at 7 p.m.

Oct. 16 in the Kloster Center of" St. Pius X
Church, 2<i 10 N. Elm St. For more information,

call the chiu-ch office at (33G) 272-4681.

HICKORY VICARIATE

LENOIR— The Hickory vicariate will offer two
evangelization retreats for Hispanic adults at St.

Francis of Assisi Church, 1025 College Ave. SW.
The women's reti-eat will be Oct 17-19 and the

men's retreat will be Oct 24-26. To register, please

contact Sister Joan Pearson at (828) 758-4207.

HICKORY— St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second
St. NE, is hosting their annual Family Rosarym
various languages Oct. 26 at 5:15 p.m. in the

main sanctuary. The parish wDl pray for unity

and healing in our nation and in the world, as

well as special intentions. Participants are asked

to bring their favorite statue or picture of the

Blessed Mother for display. The evening is

sponsored by the Confraternity of Christian

Mothers and will conclude with a social in Holy
Family Hall. Bring a dessert to share.

HICKORY — The annual World Community
Day ecumenical worship service will be held at

St. Aloysius Church, 92 1 Second St., Nov. 7 at 7

p.m. This year's theme is "Circles of Love."

Come and join us in extending our own circle

outward in peace for sake ofjustice. For details,

call Carole Marmorato at (828) 256-8956.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE— The adult enrichment pro-
gram of St Therese Church, 217 Brawley
School Rd., will present 'Oneface,fourportraits"
Oct. 19 at 10:15 a.m. and Oct. 22 at 4:30 p.m.
This presentation will explore how Jesus Christ

was portrayed by each of the Gospel writers.

For more information, call Tom Calabro at

(704) 664-7762.

MOORESVILLE— The adult enrichment pro-

gram of St. Therese Church, 2 1 7 Brawley School
Rd., will present "Andyou shall call him" Oct. 26
at I0:i5 a.m. and Oct 29 at 4:30 p.m. This class

wiJl examine the many names ofJesus and their

origins. See how the name ofone man and elicit

joy and ti-anquility in some people while bringing
out anger in others. For more information, call

Tom Calabro at (704) 664-7762.

can dance at the offertory and Indian

dance at the consecration.

Archbishop Marini, who has de-

signed papal liturgies for 17 years, said

the criticism was off the mark.

"To introduce dance at a parish

Mass in Italy would be pointless. But the

celebration (on Oct. 5) was a missionary

celebration, for the beatification of three

people who evangelized Africa and
Asia," Archbishop Marini said.

"Papal celebrations have a mark-
edly universal character and therefore

need the adaptation and inculturation

foreseen by the Second Vatican Council,"

he said.

Archbishop Marini said dancing and
other elements are in line with what the

pope has said he wants in papal liturgies.

"Pope John Paul II has always appre-

ciated the various cultures, even the poor-

est and the most distant ones," he said.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY— St William Church will spon-

sor a bereavement support group that will meet
Mondays for six weeks beginning Oct. 1 3, 10

a.m.-noon at the Glenmary Center. This
group is for anyone who is grieving over any
loss — of a loved one, a job, friend, divorce.

Call Pat Levy at (828) 837-9517 for more
information.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

CLEMMONS— Separated/Divorced Catho-

lics of the Triad will host Maureen deLyon,

M.A Ed., N.C.C. and St. Leo the Great parish-

ioner, who will speak on 'Working through the

grief of divorce and healing" at Holy Family
Church, 4820 Kinnamon Rd. Oct. 23 at 7 p.m.

Please contact Donna Kronner at (336) 631-

8892 for more information.

WINSTON-SALEM— This fall's Theology

on Tap will meet Wednesday evenings Oct
22-Nov. 12 at Mi Pueblo Restaurant, 644
Stratford Rd. Social hour begins at 7 p.m. and
a featured speaker will begin at 8 p.m. For
details e-mail ws_tontap@yahoo.com.

WINSTON-SALEM— The FraUrnity ofSt.

Clare invites anyone interested in learning

more about the Secular Franciscan Order and
the Franciscan way of life to an orientation

and reception Oct. 23 7:30-8:30 p.m. at Our
Lady ofFatima Chapel, 2 1 1 W. Third St. For
more information, contact Sharon Jackson,

SFO Minister, at (336) 722-7001.

CLEMMONS—The OLMLittle Rock Scrip-

ture Study for Womm offers a bible study

Monday evenings 7:30-9 p.m. in the library of

Holy Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon Rd.

Classes meet until Nov. 24. For more infor-

mation, call Anne Gannon at (336) 727-4591

.

LEXINGTON — Our Lady of the Rosary
Church, 619 South Main St., is sponsoring a

parish mission Oct. 26-29, hosted by
Franciscan Father Thomas "Vigliotta. For
details, please call (336) 248-2463.

Please submit notices of parish

events for the Diocesan Planner at

least 1 5 days prior to the event date

in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382.

Democracy weakened when faith

excluded from public life, pope says
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — While

governments should not have a religious

identity, they weaken democracy if they

try to limit their citizens' expressions of

faith to the private sphere. Pope John
Paul II said.

"While respecting a healthy sense of

the state's secular nature, the positive role

of believers in public life should be recog-

nized," the pope said Oct. 10 during a

meeting with the parliamentary assem-

bly of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe.

Some 330 parliamentarians from 49
countries were in Rome for the assembly's

Oct. 9-10 conference on the freedom of

religion.

Pope John Paul told the group, "It is

true that many young people today grow
up without being aware of the spiritual

heritage that is theirs."

But, at the same time, he said, reli-

gious faith continues to influence large

groups of citizens who have a right to

bring their religious and moral values to

bear on public life.

When believers are free to express

their faith and when they respect the

religious beliefs of others, a "healthy plu-

ralism" and an increase in democracy
follow, he said.

"Wlien states are disciplined and bal-

anced in the expression of their secular

nature, dialogue between the different .so-

cial .sectors is fostered and, consequently,

tran.sparent and frequent cooperation be-

tween civil and religious society is pro-

moted, which benefits the common good,"

the pope said.

The defense of religious freedom, he

said, "is a strong deterrent to the violation

ofhuman rights on the part ofcommuni-
ties that exploit religion for purposes that

are foreign to it."

Bruce George, a member of the Brit-

ish Parliament and president of the

OSCE parliamentary assembly, con-
gratulated the pope on behalf of the

group.

"In these past 25 years, the world has

significantly changed," he said. "We all

appreciate with great gratitude your im-

portant contribution and your efforts to

shape this new world."

HOLY SMOKE!

Priest wears several hats

including firefighter's helmet

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Finch, Catholic Sun

In firefighter garb, Father John Canorro stands in front of Engine No. 2 at the fire

station in Dewitt, N.Y. The priest, who is parochial vicar of Holy Cross Church and
religious education teacher at Bishop Grimes High School, recently completed
training to become a volunteer firefighter for the town.

THIS MONTH IN -1995
SACRED HEART KICKS OFF HISPANIC MINISTRY
In an effort to attract more of Rowan County's growing Hispanic population, Sacred Heart
Church in Salisbury celebrated is first Spanish-language Mass on Sunday, Oct. 22, 1995.
The Mass not only marked the start of a full-time Hispanic ministry for the church, but was
in memory of Nixsa Guadelupe Martinez, a 2-year-old girl who died of congenital heart

disease that summer and captured the hearts of local Hispanics.

CORRECTIONS from last issue

Overflow parking for the Oct. Z4 ordination Mass of Bishop-designate Peter i. Jugis will not be

in the shopping center across from St. Matthew Church; instead, it will be at nearby All Saints

School and buses to and from the church will be provided.

Oblate Father Thomas Fitzpatrick was incorrectly listed in a story. Our Lady of the Highways

Church in Thomasville was incorrectly listed in a photo caption.
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Helping inmates 'ST.O.P. and Change Direction'

St Gabnelparishionerbringspdotprc^ram toprison

BY STEPHEN UZZELL
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLOTTE — When Joseph

Charles Marinello reports to his job site,

he must pass through five mechanical

release doorways to get to his office, stop-

ping at each passage to wait for security

clearance before entering the interior of

Albemarle Correctional Institution in

Badin, N.C., just west of Albemarle.

But Marinello is pleased to enter

into the ACI labyrinth four days a week

after driving some 40 miles to Stanly

Count}'. The St. Gabriel Church parish-

ioner is a determined educator and coun-

selor in a full-time violent offender's

treatment program within the

medium security unit that houses over

850 inmates.

Marinello teaches the S.T.O.P. and

Change Direction program for the

North Carolina Department of Correc-

tion Division of Prisons. The words of

the pilot program's acronym, "Survey,

Think, Options, Prevention," are de-

signed to slow the participating indi-

viduals to check emotions rather than to

act on impulse.

"It's the only program like this in

the state," said Russell Ramsey, ACI
program director. "We have seen im-

provements in their (the inmates')

behavior. We've seen more positive atti-

tudes. We've seen fewer infractions.

We'\'e seen them continue with aftercare,

after completion. We've seen them be-

Photo by Stephen Uzzell

Joseph Marinello stands outside the

Albemarle Correctional Institute in

Badin, where he works as an educator

and counselor to 850 violent offenders.

come peer counselors in the program for

the new guys."

The intense 20-week program con-

sists of 28 men agreeing to live together

in a dormitory setting. In the beginning,

the group encounters a lot of trust issues.

Many inmates do not want to talk about

why they are incarcerated.

"When the program first starts out,

there's a lot ofanxiety with the men; they

don't know each other," said Marinello.

"And of course, I force cultural diversity.

I try to put African Americans at the

same table with European Americans

and Latinos, because I really feel that's

an important part of the program's

learning about each other."

Marinello encourages the group to

use more appropriate behaviors with re-

gard to interpersonal communications

and relationships. He teams with two

other staff members to teach inmates

through an experiential curriculum uti-

lizing personal sharing, role-playing

and one-on-one counseling. Three in-

mates — former graduates of the pro-

gram — participate as peer counselors

within the group.

Posters displayed in the ACI li-

brary, where the group meets, contrast

"power and control" behaviors with

"equality" behaviors. Men are learning

how to be responsible for their own be-

haviors and how to recognize and to

express a m3Tiad of feelings that may
underlie their anger.

Both the inmates and personnel

speak of the positive results from the

curriculum.

"When I first came into the class, I

had a bad temper and I didn't really

know how to deal with it," said an in-

mate who calls himself Xittle Wayne."

'This class helps. I've picked up strong

bonds with this class. It's like a family,

and it's going to be pretty hard to walk

away from that."

Jennifer Langley, ACI superinten-

dent, praises the program and

Marinello.

"We've been very pleased with it. In

fact, we have a waiting list," she said. "Joe

has the ability to truly give himself He
has the heart for it, he's dedicated to it

and he's very valuable to have in the

program."

"Joe is the S.T.O.P. program," said

inmate "Howard." "The Scripture

popped in my mind, 'Blessed are the

peacemakers, for they shall be called the

children of God.' If there's anyone that

I've ever known to truly be a peace-

maker, that's Joe Marinello. ... He can

come in here and relate to us because he

gives of himself"

Langley said 90 percent of the in-

mates will eventually be released.

"And ifthose people do not re-offend

because of skills that they have learned

in the domestic violence program here,

then it will save us a lot of money and a

lot of pain," she said.

There are almost 90 men on the

waiting list for the next course, to be

offered in 2004. The present group, en-

tering its 15th week, contains five in-

mates with life sentences who trans-

ferred to ACI from other maximum-

security units within the N.C. Division.

The strategy of Marinello's pro-

gram is to educate and create "agents for

change." The men will return to their

populations after graduation in Decem-

ber and may demonstrate they can walk

away from adversity and still feel good

about themselves.

"It's not just a program. I consider it

to be an option for life," said an inmate

"Baby Boy Norm." "It gives you a chance

to live. For you to care for somebody,

you have to care for yourself also,"

Although Marinello is not allowed

to accept gifts as a state employee, in-

mates have given him artwork, ceramic

sculptures and other crafts they've

made. One inmate, a Baptist, made a

rosary for Marinello; the inmate learned

from a Catholic pen pal how long the

rosary should be when finished.

"He took plastic stirring sticks, cut

them into little pieces, melted them and

rolled them into beads. He used staples

to hook the beads together," said

MarineUo. "And then he used a paper

clip and dental floss to weave and bind

plastic pieces together into a cross. It's

very special to me."

Contact Correspondent Stephen Uzzell

by calling (704) 545-0498 or e-mail

hatz@infionline.net.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information about domes-

tic violence prevention education op-

portunities, e-mail Joseph Marinello

at mjc31@doc.state.nc.us.

October is Domestic

Violence Awareness

Month
Domestic Violence Awareness

Month evolved from the first Day of

Unity observed in October 1981 by

the National Coalition Against Do-
mestic Violence. The intent was to

connect battered women's advocates

across the nation who were working

to end violence against women and

children.

The Day of Unity soon became a

special week when a range of activi-

ties were conducted at the local, state

and national levels.

In October 1987, the first Domes-
tic Violence Awareness Month was

observed. That same year, the first

national toll-free hotline was begun.

In 1989, the first Domestic Violence

Awareness Month Commemorative
Legislation was passed by the U.S.

Congress. Such legislation has passed

every year since with NCADV pro-

viding key leadership in this effort.

For more information, visit: http://

www.ncadv.org/community/
dvamonth.htm. -

Maria's Qardeyi
Catholic Mi

Books and Gifts'^
3816 South New Hope Bd

( New Hope Small BuaineeB Center - Unit # lO )

Gastonia, NC 28056
5 Miles South of 1-85 Exit 20

704-823-7244
GIFTS for ALL OCCASIONS

.'"moving SPECIALS
•, NEW HOLIDAY GIFTS ,"

OPEN
Tuesday thru Saturday

lO AM to 6 PM

Spiritual gathering

Women religious from around the Diocese of Charlotte gathered for a conference

conducted by Paula D'Arcy, author and retreat leader, at Sacred Heart Convent

in Belmont Oct. 8.
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FromNorth Carolina to Alaska
Rettedpnestmtdstersinnew£:ontieTs

BY MARY MARSHALL
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLOTTE — Msgr. Richard

Allen, retired pastor of St. Ann Church,

chuckles as he repeats the phrase, "Have

I got a deal for you," pitched to him first

by then-Bishop Vincent S. Waters of

Raleigh and 50 years later by Arch-

bishop Francis Hurley, retired Arch-

bishop of Anchorage, Alaska.

In both instances, the Plattsburg,

N.Y. native accepted the challenge, ac-

knowledging he's not much of a planner

but more of an impulse type of guy.

It was during his fi-eshman year at

St. Bonaventure University that Msgr.
Allen learned about the "missionary" of

North Carolina and accepted an invita-

tion from Bishop Waters to visit the

state.

He returned the next summer to

work at a plumbing company outside

Raleigh. When Bishop Waters ap-

proached him with "Have I got a deal for

you" and encouraged him to enter the

seminary, he decided to give it a try.

In 1956, Msgr. Allen was ordained

in Durham. He was immediately el-

evated to pastor and assigned to the

rural areas of eastern North Carolina.

His sense of adventure followed him
throughout the years.

"I began ministering in the small

community of Newton Grove, which at

Courtesy Photo

Msgr. Richard Allen stands with his Subaru

Church parishioners when he retired, that he

the time was dirt crossroads surrounded

by cotton, peanut and tobacco fields,"

said Msgr. Allen. "Small groups of

Catholics gathered in houses to celebrate

their faith at a time when most Catholics

in the state were ignored."

Noticing that many children in his

parishes had never been to the beach or

HEAR WHAT OUR ADVERTISERS SAY!

" We have been very pleased with the readers' response to our ad in The Catholic

News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number of

publications and none has produced the interest and response we've received

from The Catholic News. "

— Jill B.Stewart, Owner Visiting Angels
THE ^ ^

vATHQLIC ^^^^ TODAY for low rates to tell over 125, 000 readers

NEW^^RALD every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

sport utility vehicle, a gift from St. Ann

uses to traverse the Alaskan wilderness.

outside their hometown, Msgr. Allen be-

-gan organizing youth trips, introducing

them to exploring, fishing and hiking.

The years passed; his parish assign-

ments changed — including St. Ann
Church in Smithfield; St. James Church
in Concord; St. Patrick Cathedral in

Charlotte; St. Leo the Great Church in

Winston-Salem; Sacred Heart Church in

Salisbury and St. Ann Church in Char-

lotte — and the travel groups got big-

ger. The destinations became more
elaborate, but it was always a learning

experience, a sense of adventure.

When a visitor, who turned out to

be Archbishop Hurley, arrived at St.

Ann Church's rectory inquiring about

his retirement plans, Msgr. Allen was
stunned to hear the words, "Have I got a

deal for you."

A week's visit to Alaska and Msgr.

Alien was hooked, enticed by the rural

areas that brought flashbacks to his first

ministry in Newton Grove.

The Center is centrally

located in the Piedmont

ofNorth Carolina. Located

only an hour's drivefrom

three major cities assures

meetingplanners and

attendees a meeting that

is more accessible than

ever. Being accessible to

the country and a peaceful

setting is a meetingplace

only we can offer!

1551 Trinity Lane

Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441

Toll-free (888) 536-7441

info@catholicconference.org

www.catholicconference.org

C
CG

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com^

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbui

In June 2000, at age 70, with the

blessings of his parishioners and then-

Bishop William G. Curlin, Msgr. Allen

joined two other priests in Anchorage
to become a pastor of people living in

the state's rural areas, ministering to

them on their terms. Known as circuit

priests, they reach out to those who
don't live in a city or community. A
priest in charge of operations based in

Anchorage prepares the schedules for

the circuit priests.

Organizational fundraisers, dona-
tions and grants from foundations help

them meet expenses. With a diocese en-

compassing over 138,000 square mUes,

the biggest obstacle is financing travel

expenses, which can be over .$900 for

one commercial airline ticket.

'The structure in Alaska is much
different than we are used to," said Msgr.

Allen. "You have to be more creative,

part of a team and sensitive to the envi-

ronment, area and people. You respond

to where people are and to their needs

within their communities."

With a priest visiting only once ev-

ery four to six weeks, lay people elect

church administrators as "pastors," who
serve as spiritual leaders. The appoint-

ment is confirmed by the bishop, and

circuit priests train them in preaching,

scripture and leadership to help bring

the Catholic communities together

'They give excellent homilies, inter-

twining the lives of the people with the

scriptural readings," said Msgr. Allen.

There is no "typical day" for Msgr.

Allen.

"I have an apartment in Anchorage
and travel by private, chartered or com-
mercial planes, boat, car and snowmo-
bile to the outlying areas," he said. "I also

rely heavily on people helping me get

from place to place."

"Each destination is different. I aver-

age seven Masses a weekend, some said

in small churches, others in homes,

schools, cinder-block basements, fish

canneries and even on the wing of an

airplane," he added. 'The people have a

strong faith and make every effort to

come to church whether there is a priest

there or not. Some travel up to 100 miles

for Sunday Mass."

One difference in Msgr. Allen's cur-

rent ministry is that he no longer en-

gages in administrative responsibilities.

"I concentrate on what I am asked to

do, be it Sunday Mass, a funeral or hos-

pital \ isits in Anchorage," he said. "I

may be asked to go to a fishing \'illage

and spend the day with a fisherman. I

might not fish, just converse with him
about his faith."

"I've served as a mate on a boat

chartered by a National Geographic

photographer," he added. "Meeting
interesting people is a bonus to my
ministry."

A firm believer in giving back to the

community, getting involved in commu-
nity activities and letting people experi-

ence the presence of a Catholic priest,

Msgr. Allen continues to make his pres-

ence known in Alaska. He was instru-

mental in starting a quarterly newsletter

for the diocese called "Crosswinds" to

education people about their missionary

endeavors. He's also a member of the

production staff for a public radio station

show in Anchorage, "The Talk of

Alaska," where he screens callers for the

once-a-week program.

I
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Taking the plunge
FatherMulligan makes a splash atFun Fair

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel

School students focused on being part

of their community recently by visit-

ing the businesses and institutions

surrounding their school.

Forty-four parents joined the four

second-grade classes in a "community

walk" as 100 students walked from

the school to various establishments in

the Cotswold area Sept. 23-24. Stu-

dents brought together their lessons

from religion and social studies with a

focus on people working together in a

community and making a difference as

good citizens and members of the

Catholic Church.

Objectives of the community walk

were to spotlight similarities and dif-

ferences among businesses and institu-

tions in neighborhoods; describe the

roles performed by adults in the

community; identify distance and di-

rections and to recognize the vegeta-

tion and animal life indigenous to their

school community, according to

Sharon Broxterman, principal.

On their first stop, students met

with Msgr. Richard Bellow, pastor of

St. Gabriel Church. After touring the

church building, Msgr. Bellow re-

capped the students' connection with

the church and the community.

Next on the students' walk was

the neighborhood Harris Teeter,

where they got a behind-the-scenes

view of the store's daily operations.

After having luncli at the local Pizza

Hut, students visited with the fire de-

partment, Station No. 14, where they

learned about the assistance and sup-

port firefighters provide to the

community.

The last stop was at the local

Wachovia bank, where students re-

ceived information about the new $20

bill. Emphasis was made on the im-

portance of savings and the services a

bank offers to the public.

Back in their classrooms, the stu-

dents created murals, flow charts and

made maps of their community.

The walk was an excellent way to

provide the children with a view of the

role various individuals and organiza-

tions play within their own commu-
nity, said Broxterman.

SALE: Further reductions

through October!!

\4oii-Fri 9:.^0am-5:.^0pin

Sat. 9:30am-.i:00piu

Carolina rvfi

Catholic OliJ

Boolishoppe
t Special Cards

t Religious Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) .334-.3313

4410-F Monrtif Road, Charlotre, NC
www.carolinacatholicbooks.com

Wc welcome mail orders atid special orders!

BY ELLEN NEERINCX SIGMON
CORRESPONDENT

GASTONIA — 'Ta-ther Joe! Fa-

ther Joe! Fa-ther Joe!"

The chant arose from the gath-

ered crowd as Father Joe Mulligan,

pastor of St. Michael Church, climbed

up to the seat at the top of the dunk-

ing booth.

The dunking booth was one of

many attractions at the St. Michael

School Fun Fair and Silent Auction

Oct. 11. Fair organizers collected

$1,600 in pledges to persuade Father

Mulligan to take the plunge that af-

ternoon.

Fairgoers participated in regular

and inflatable games, obstacle courses

and a climbing wall. Music played

while volunteers led students in vari-

ous dances and musical games.

Several tables in the school gym
displayed auction items donated by

area businesses, baked goods do-

nated by parents and parishioners,

and theme baskets sponsored by

each grade level at the school. Chil-

dren could get their hair or face

painted, or have a picture taken with

a miniature pony.

The parent organization at St.

Michael School sponsors the Fun
Fair each year to raise money for

school improvements, programs and

materials.

St. Michael Church is celebrat-

ing its centennial this year with a

series of events.

HAVING A BLAST

Courtesy Photo

St. Gabriel School students visit Charlotte fire department Station No. 14 during

their community walk Sept. 23-Z4.

St. Gabriel students focus on
their community

Photo by Ellen N. Sigmon

Father Joseph Mulligan, pastor of St. Michael Church in Gastonia, enjoys cheers of

the crowd while sitting, still dry, on top of the dunking booth at St. Michael School's

Fun Fair Oct. 11.
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Celebrating 50 years
GRACE, from page 1

Dortoghue of Atlanta. Concelebrating

the Mass were Father O'Rourke; Fa-
ther Luis Salvador Osorio, parochial

vicar; Msgr. Joseph Showfety; Msgr.
John Wall; Marian Father David
Lord; Father William Gurnee; Marian
Father Joseph Roesch; Father Richard

T. McCue and former pastors Msgr.
William N. Pharr, Marian Father
Walter M. Dziordz, Father Thomas P.

Clements and Father Mark H.
"Lamprich.

"There have been many wonder-
ful, picture-perfect moments," Father

O'Rourke said. "I have been most
touched by the many people who have
come home here — the great excite-

ment people have found in rediscover-

ing each other at Our Lady of Grace."

"This church has been a source of

grace and blessing for numerous pa-

rishioners," said Msgr. Pharr.

In his homily, Msgr. Pharr shared

the history of the church, which was
constructed in 1952 through funds
provided by Julian Price in memory of
his wife, Ethel Clay Price. The church
is therefore known as The Mrs. Julian

Price Memorial.

Our Lady of Grace Church is in-

trinsically connected to Ethel Clay, a

convert to Catholicism.- She married

Julian Price, a Baptist, in 1897. The
Prices lived in Greensboro for the next

five decades, raising two children in a

city where Catholics were a small mi-
nority of the population.

In the summer of 1946, Price ap-

proached then-Bishop Vincent S. Wa-
ters of Raleigh with the idea of build-

ing a Catholic church as a memorial to

his wife and arranged to provide funds

for its construction. Price chose the

Church of Our Lady of Refuge in

Brooklyn, N.Y. as a model. Henry V.

Murphy, architect of Our Lady of Ref-

uge, agreed to scale down the design to

a seating capacity of 500.

Price presented Bishop Waters
with $400,000 to build the church, but

Price died in an automobile accident

before construction could begin.
World War II delayed construction

efforts, and rising building costs sub-

sequently made the original plan be-

yond reach. An additional gift of
$300,000 from the Price children
made the building of the church pos-

sible, and construction began in the

spring of 1950.

SOUTHEAST 0
ranmS presented by

RALLY

Good News Ministries

Experience the 'New Springtime' of the Third Christian Millennium

Faith
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and deepen their relatiomhip with
the ! oi'ii,

Ralph Martin
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LHlitorof Will? OwCTj/m/ magazine and autiwr
o( several books. He presentlyleadsTheWard
ofGod, anecuiirtenica] Christiancomttninity

in AnnAibor, Michigan.

Intercession
— a cull to nailed prauer us our

iiiDst iinportiinl spiritual icviipoH

ixvaihiMe for reiiai'ing the face of
the- fitrth.

Sr. Ann Shields, SGL
Sr. Ann ist(wsufvrioroftlTcSer\'anteofGod's

l/ovein Lansing, Michigan, and isaregular

co-host on Ifie television program, Vte Choices

WeFmv. Sheaisohostsaradioprogram.ftxirf

/or liie journal. She is tiie author of several

books, including fire in My Heart, and is a
frequent oonference .speal<er.

R epentance
•at! i!>Lhortation (o turn.uway
from sin to a Christ-cnntered,
Spirit-fiUmi lifr.

Fr. MCCHAEI SCANLAN, TOR
fr. Michael is tlie Oiancellor and former
President of Franciscan University of

SteubenvUle, Ohio, and was ordained in I9M,
In 1.990, he was awarded the Cross Pro
Ecdesia Pan tifice by Pope Joiin Paul FL l ie

has authored several boolss including his

autobiography. Let the Tire Fall.

FVANGELISM
(If. rnvitalio)i tu ^psiMtl the Cooii

of salvation and the gift of
iUithi'nlic Catholicism.

Peter Hbrbeck
Peter is Director of Missions at Renewal
Ministries and has served nwmeroHs n.*tn?ats,

conferences, rallies, and evenbs around the
world. Much of his work has been devoted
to helping equip Catholics for ministry

through trainingm the exercise ot'spiritual

gifts, Peter and his wife I3ebbte have four
children and liw in Ann Arhor, Michigan,

Closing Liturgy
Celebrant & Homilist

MostRev. Rdbekt
J. Baker,SnrO

Bishop Baker is sht*pherd to Catholics

throughout the state of South Carolina.

He has served as a pastor, counselor,

mentor, and professor during his

priesthood and was appointed as the i2th

Bisliop of Charleston in 1999 by Pope
John Paul II.

"My hope and prayer is that all who attend the

FIRE Rally will experience a deeper conversion,
a greater desire for reconciliation, and a

willingness to be more fully involved in the

New Evangelization to which our Holy Father

has called us in the new millennium."

—Most Reverend Robert }. Baker, STD
Bishop of Charleston

A CATHOLIC ALUANCE OF
FAITH, INTERCESSION. REPENTANCE, AHO EVAN6EUSM

CHARLOTTE BOBCATS
TRAINING CENTER
FORT MILL, SOUTH CAROLINA

(1-77 exit 88)

SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2004
9:00 am - 6:00 pm

(Doors open at 8:00 am.)

Dynamic, Inspired Music
BY Hearts of Fire

Further Information
Phone: (704) 521-9949

Email: carolinaevents2@aol.com

Online Registration:
http://www.fireminiatry.org/charlotte

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Archbishop John F. Donoghue of Atlanta celebrates Mass at the altar of Our Lady of

Grace Church Oct. 12 in celebration of the church's 50th anniversary. Mo're than

500 people gathered for the Mass and afternoon lawn party.

The first Mass was celebrated
July 13, 1952 and the church was
dedicated Sept. 14, 1952 by the late

Cardinal Ameleto Cicognani, then-
apostolic delegate to the United
States. At the celebration the Raleigh
Cathedral Choir; visiting clerics, in-

cluding five bishops and two abbots;

and 600 lay participants of various

faiths witnessed the placing of the

cornerstone and the blessing of the

outside walls.

The original school building was
built in 1953 and was dedicated by
Bishop Waters Nov. 15, 1953. The
kindergarten- through eighth-grade

school was staffed by the Sisters, Ser-

vants of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary from Scranton, Pa. for the next

26 years.

Msgr. Arthur Freeman served as

the first pastor of Our Lady of Grace.

Then-Msgr. Michael J. Begley, the

fifth pastor of Our Lady of Grace, was
installed in 1972 as the founding
bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte. Fa-
ther Francis M. Smith, who had
served as assistant to Msgr. Freeman
when the church first opened, returned

to serve as pastor.

In the summer of 1988, the
Marians of the Immaculate Concep-
tion were appointed by then-Bishop

Donoghue to pastor Our Lady of

Grace. The Marians remained until

February 2000, when diocesan priests

resumed pastoral leadership.

The new Parish Activity Center
was dedicated Nov. 14, 1976 by
Bishop Begley. The Parish Activity

Center houses a gymnasium, kitchen,

cafeteria, six classrooms, school li-

brary and church and school adminis-

trative offices.

In October 1977, the parish cel-

ebrated it 25th anniversary. As part of

the celebration, a new 2,226-pipe or-

gan was dedicated. It took more than a

year to design the organ and build a

gallery for it over the front entrance of

the church.

The parish school celebrated its

25th anniversary in 1978 by burying
a time capsule containing national and
international events from 1953 to

1978, plus other items of interest and
meaning to students. The capsule will

be dug up and opened this year as part

of the ongoing celebration of Our Lady
of Grace's 50th anniversary.

In 1995, a major renovation of the

church was made possible through the

financial support of parishioners. The
renovation included painting the inte-

rior of the church, refinishing the pews
and installation of new carpeting in

the congregational area. Stained-glass

windows in the vestibule depicting the

Assumption and the Immaculate Con-
ception were installed.

A Respect Life Garden, featuring a

statue of Our Lady of Grace, was
blessed Jan. 19, 1999 by then-Bishop

William G. Curlin. Inscriptions at the

base of the shrine include the words of

Pope John Paul II encouraging respect

for the gift of life at every stage of life.

Striving to be a welcoming com-
munity, the parish has evolved into

one reflecting a cultural diversity that

includes many from Africa, Eastern

Europe, Asia and an ever-increasing

number of Hispanics from Mexico and
Central and South America.

In 2001, with the encouragement
of the parish pastoral council, Our
Lady ofGrace opened wide its doors to

the growing Hispanic community of

Greensboro by scheduling a weekly
Mass celebrated in Spanish. Under the

care of Father Osorio, this ministry

has flourished.

"Our Lady of Grace Church is a

wonderful place to join others in echo-

ing Mary's proclaiming the greatness

of the Lord," said Father O'Rourke.

Contact Staff JVriter Karen A. Evans
by calli7ig (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.
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In25years,popehasshapedevents, insptedmillions
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Young descendents of a group of converted headhunters perform a song as Pope

John Paul II visits Shillong in India in 1986. The pope was welcomed to the mostly

Hindu country as a "white holy man," said Cardinal Jozef Tomko, recently reflecting

on the pontiff as an evangelizer.

SHEPHERD, from page 1

of globalization.

And in more than 50 major docu-

ments, on themes ranging fi-om econom-

ics to the rosary, he has brought the

Gospel and church teachings to bear on

nearly every aspect of modern life.

Everyone agrees this pope already

has left a moral legacy, inside and out-

side the church. But the pope also has

vs'eathered his share of disappointments

in recent years, including the U.S. cleri-

cal sex abuse scandal, the ecumenical

rupture with Orthodox leaders, legisla-

ti\'e defeats on pro-life issues in many
countries and the frustration ofnot being

able to vi.sit Russia and China.

Vatican officials are focusing on the

accomplishments, but are going out of

their way to make sure the anniversary

celebration does not take on the tone of a

retirement party.

"The pope still has an important

message to deliver, and people are lis-

tening — perhaps more than ever,"

Vatican spokesman Joaquin Navarro-

Valls said in an inter\ iew with Catholic

News Service.

"He is the only global leader who is

worried about the spiritual well-being of

today's men and women, as opposed to

their material well-being. He asks, 'Who
are you?' instead of "Wliat do you want

to do?' or "What do you want to buy?'

And people understand this and respond

to it," he said.

At the start of the 21st century, a

time of rapid changes in technology

and biology, the pope has hewed closer

to this dominant theme, Navarro-

Valls said.

For papal biographer George
Weigel, the pope has had tremendous

impact on the world and the church

precisely because "he's been the great

Christian witness of our time, the man
who has most persuasively embodied

the liberating power of Christian faith."

'That had concrete, measurable po-

litical results in east central Europe in

the revolution of 1989; but it has also

had an immeasurable impact on innu-

merable lives throughout the world,"

Weigel told CNS.

History in the making'

As the analyses and accolades rolled

in ahead of the 25th anniversary cel-

ebration, the pope was busy keeping a

low profile. He purposely upstaged him-

self by scheduling the beatification of

Mother Teresa of Calcutta for Oct. 19—
a Sunday that falls between the anniver-

sary of his election and his inaugural

Mass.

Whether for Mother Teresa or Pope

John Paul, tens of thousands of Catholics

are planning to converge on Rome and

join in the festivities. The world's cardi-

nals have been invited, too.

So far, the pope has avoided great

retrospective speeches or documents on

his first quarter-century. In fact, he has

spoken more about Mary, to whom he's

dedicated this year in a special way, than

about his own accomplishments.

At 83, he is fi-ail and hobbled by

Parkinson's disease and other ailments.

He no longer walks in public; in.stead, he

sits and rides on a variety of newfangled

mechanisms that allow him to keep cel-

ebrating liturgies and meeting with

groups.

But, thanks in part to a new regime

of therapy, he has regained strength in

his voice and seems to breathe easier

than he did a year ago. Those improve-

ments have encouraged aides and put an

end to speculation over papal retirement

— at least for now.

Many at the Vatican believe the

pope's infirmities have added a new di-

mension to his message.

"When the Mass is celebrated by

someone in his condition, the sacrifice of

Christ becomes even more evident," Car-

dinal JozefTomko, a longtime friend and

retired Vatican official, said in an inter-

view with CNS.
"What comes through is a deep

spirituality and the acceptance of his

limitations. I think in these conditions he

is winning even more people to Christ

than before," Cardinal Tomko said.

Taking- a stance

The first non-Italian pontiff in 455

years. Pope John Paul II declared early

on that the Second Vatican CouncU had

set his agenda. In particular, his global

ministry quickly focused on Vatican II's

engagement of modern culture.

At the teaching level, the pope has

penned three major encyclicals on eco-

nomic and social justice issues and has

addressed the rich-poor imbalance con-

tinent-by-continent in post-synodal

documents.

Over the last 10 years, he also has

authored three other encyclicals that

strongly challenge what he sees as a

prevailing moral relativism in post-

modern society. "Veritatis Splendor"

spoke of the truth of the church's moral

teachings, "Evangelium Vitae" de-

fended the inviolability of human life

against what the pope calls a "culture of

death," and "Fides et Ratio" argued that

human reason cannot be detached from

faith in God.

Meanwhile, under his guidance,

Vatican agencies have issued important

instructions on such specific questions as

foreign debt, in vitro fertilization, the

arms industry, the role of the mass me-

dia and the impact of the Internet.

Through all these pronouncements

runs a central theme: that human fi-ee-

dom becomes destructive when people

forget they are created in God's image.

Wliether an unborn child, an impover-

ished Afi-ican or an elderly shut-in, the

pope says, every human being has a

value that goes beyond earthly advan-

tages and accomplishments.

While pushing Catholic teaching

into virtually every area of modern life,

the pope also has taken the measure of

the church's past mistakes. At his insis-

tence, the church acknowledged histori-

cal errors in condemning 16th-century

astronomer Galileo GalUei, in participat-

ing in European religious wars, and

even in its missionary approach in some

New World territories.

Against considerable resistance

within his own Vatican hierarchy, the

pope commissioned critical studies on

the church's role in the Inquisition and

the Crusades and on the failings of

Christians during the Holocaust.

Shepherdingaglobalflock

On an interreligious level. Pope

John Paul has reached out in ways that

were once considered impossible or even

heretical. In 1986 he visited a Jewish

synagogue in Rome, then in 2000
prayed at the Western Wall in Jerusa-

lem— a gesture that won the hearts of

many Jews worldwide.

In Syria, he became the first pope to

visit a mosque, and in Morocco he spoke

to thousands of cheering Muslim
youths.

Twice he convened leaders of other

religions and other churches for prayer
j

meetings in Assisi, where participants

denounced all acts of war and terrorism

carried out in the name of religion.

Within the church, the pope has

been no less dynamic. He has disciplined

dissenting theologians and self-styled

"traditionalists," promulgated a new
Code of Canon Law, issued new direc-

tives calling for clearer Catholic identity

in church universities, and defended

with the fuU weight of his authority the

church's aU-male priesthood.

Some critics have said that in deal-

ing with in-the-field church problems,

the pope's management style is too de-

tached. They cited the clerical sex abuse

crisis as an example of where the pontiff

should have called bishops and others to

closer accountability.

Vatican officials reject that criticism,

pointing out that the pope has several

times pronounced prophetically against

sex abuse and other moral failings by

church ministers. The pope'sjob is not to

pore over dossiers but to set clear direc-

tions, they say.

'This is not a pontificate that acts in

a crisis management style. He goes be-

yond crisis management, to the root of

the problem. And in the case of sex

abuse, the real problem is in formation,"

said Navarro-Valls, the Vatican spokes-

man.
As a teacher ofthe faith, the pope has

been exhaustive, demanding and au-

thoritative. The "Catechism of the

Catholic Church" is his longest docu-

ment and wUl no doubt be seen as one of

the great accomplishments of this pon-

tificate; a shorter compendium of churcli

teaching is also in the works.

The pope brooks no dissent among

the faithful, and in a 1998 document he

Continued next page!

4TH Annual Kennedy Lecture

October 25, 2003
Living with an Adult Conscience

BY

James F. Keenan, S.J.
professor ofmoral theology at Weston Jesuit School of Theology,

Cambridge, Massachusetts

9:00 AM - 2:00 PM Admission is free, but please phone to

St. Peter's Catholic Church reserve your place. 704-332-2901

,

Charlotte, N.C. ext. 12. Light lunch will be served.

www.stpeterscatholic.org for more information
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invoked penalties against Catholics who
reject the church's wide range of "defini-

tive" positions, including those on hu-

man sexuality.

That has prompted criticism by

some groups of laity and theologians,

especially in Europe and the United

States. Such groups say the pope has

presided over an excessive centralization

of church power and authority at the

expense of local churches.

While supporting Vatican II's pro-

motion of the laity in the church, the

pope has warned against confusing the

roles of lay Catholics and ordained

priests. He has supported clerically man-
aged lay organizations like Opus Dei,

which has grown in influence.

As opposed to models of power-

sharing in the church. Pope John Paul

has proposed models of holiness to the

world's 1 . 1 billion Catholics. He has can-

onized more than 470 people fi-om doz-

ens of countries and beatified more than

1,300— including the first lay couple.

Criticalmoments

At the 25-year mark, the pope's

record on ecumenism contains a long list

of agreements, joint declarations and

mutual gestures of good will, especially

with some ancient Eastern churches.

But as common ground has been

staked out among the churches, the re-

maining obstacles have stood in even

higher relief The Vatican's clear injunc-

tion against shared Eucharist with Prot-

estant churches may seem arbitrary to

critics, but the pope views it as a painful

reminder of the distance yet to travel in

ecumenical dialogue.

In recent years, relations with the

Russian Orthodox Church have sharply

deteriorated as a result of the pope's de-

termination to rebuUd Catholic commu-
nities in Russia and other parts of East-

ern Europe. Surely one of the pope's

biggest disappointments after 25 years

has been the failure to visit Moscow,
which he would undertake only with the

Orthodox Church's blessing.

Reachingfarand wide

Pope John Paul's pontificate is the

fourth-longest in history, and perhaps

more than any of his predecessors he has

shaped the hierarchy in his image. He
has named more than three-fourths of

the world's active bishops and 96 per-

cent of the cardinals who will elect his

successor.

During his papacy, the church has

expanded greatly in Africa and made
significant advances in Asia and
Oceania. This distinctly Third World
tilt has been spotlighted during the

pope's more than 100 foreign trips,

when he has used local customs in his

liturgies, spoken the native language

and praised indigenous writers and

thinkers.

But the trips have enormous mis-

sionary objectives, as well. While re-

spectful of the non-Catholic or non-

Christian majorities along his itinerary,

the pope has always presented the figure

of Christ and the Gospel message to any

and all of his listeners.

That's in keeping with the pope's

conviction that while all people can be

saved Christ is the unique savior for all

people— a point made forcefully in the

controversial document "Dominus
lesus," which emphasized proclamation

of Christ over dialogue.

Visiting India in 1999, the pope de-

lineated the church's approach on the

Asian continent, where he predicted "a

great harvest of faitli" in the years to

come. He praised his hosts' non-Chris-

tian spiritual traditions but also

preached the Gospel, and said the best

way for Christians to evangelize was by

living the Gospel values.

Tliepope andyouth

As the pope has aged, his rapport

with young people has remained consis-

tently — and sometimes amazingly —
ft-esh and energetic. World Youth Day
celebrations, like the last one in Toronto

in 2002, seem to bring out the pope's

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships With Families

Wc know it isn't easy to invite someone into )'our home to provide homecarc.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

ht Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
'704 549 4010

E-mail us at Jitl.Stewart@VisitingAngels.com

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Pope John Paul II arrives at the Sanctuary of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the Holy

Rosary in Pompeii, Italy, Oct. 7. Closing a year dedicated to the rosary, the pontiff

called for prayer and peacemaking to help heal the "conflicts, tensions and tragedies

of every continent."

good humor and vigor. He jokes more
easily with the young, but there is a

serious side to all this, too.

Papal biographer Weigel, who has

attended the youth day celebrations and

spoken extensively on Catholic college

campuses, said it is striking how young
people welcome the pope's challenge "not

to setde for anything less than the reli-

gious and moral grandeur that they're

capable of, under grace."

"He's had a tremendous impact on

the young, not by pandering to them,

but by holding the bar of expectation

high, all the time letting them know that

he loves them and that Christ loves

them," Weigel said.

Movingforward
As the years of this pontificate roll

by, the encyclicals and teaching docu-

ments have become fewer and the

speeches shorter. Those close to him say

the pope has clearly not run out of things

to say, however— he's just saying them

in different ways.

"At the start of the 21st century,

the pope continues to open people up

to the transcendent, telling them that

we're more than genetics, we're more
than psychology, we're more than

DNA," said Navarro-Valls, the

Vatican spokesman.
This is a message that is resonating

with Catholics and non-Catholics

around the world, he said.

The pope is also finding time for

more reflective writing. Earlier this year,

he published a small book of poetry,

meditations that were inspired by the

Sistine Chapel fi-escoes.

As his 25th anniversary ap-

proached, the pope was in the final phase

of writing a book on his 20 years as a

bishop in Poland. He authored a similar

volume in 1996 on his life as a priest, an

intensely personal review of the spiritual

path that eventually led to the papacy.

Catholic

Social Services

Catholic Social Services

Adoption Information Meeting

for Russia and China

Saturday, Oct. 25 - 2pm

Diocesan office: 1123 S. Churcit Street, Cliarlotte

Info: Nicliele or Carol at 888-9904199

TOO BUSY FOR ONE LAST KISS? DO YOU EVER FORGET TO KISS YOUR LOVED ONES AS YOU SAY
YOUR DAILY "GOOD-BYES "? HOW DEVASTATED WOULD YOU BE IF YOU MISSED YOUR LAST
CHANCE TO KISS THAT PERSON WHO MIGHT BE GONE FOREVER? —

"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

Last Kiss

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"A treasure trove ofheavenlyperceptions! LUSCIOUS, TENDER, ATTUNEDTOTHE
EAR OFTHE SPIRfT. Last Kiss gives lasting pleasure to all ages and every walk of life!

"

—Rev. James Sheehan, author of Tlie Father Who Didn't Know My Name

To order, mail check or money order (no credit cards) to:

Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, NC 28277

J[ard

$13
plus $2.50

.95
shipping
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Science and religion in tlie

creation ofthe universe
REVIEWED BY WAYNE A. HOLST

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

'The Seashell on the Mountaintop"

and "Jesus in the New Universe Story,"

read together or separately, help con-

temporary Christians formulate an inte-

grated understanding of religion and

science.

"Seashell" is a book about the eai-th's

story— a geological history of how our

material world has evolved. "Jesus" is a

universe story in which e\'olving faith

engages unfolding creation.

Alan Cutler's "Seashell," written for

general readers, recounts the life and

times of Nicolaus Steno (1638-1686), a

Danish anatomist who studied the rock

formations and fossils. His insights on

HUMlUt ClNllJ

DI^COVEREn o

NIW HISTORY

o/ I he tARI H

"The Seashell on the Mountaintop:

A Story of Science, Sainthood and the

Humble Genius who Discovered a

New History of the Earth," by Alan

Cutler. Dutton/Penguin Group (New

York, 2003). 228 pp., $23.95.

"Jesus in the New Universe Story,"

by Dominican Father Cletus Wessels.

Orbis (Maryknoll, N.Y, 2003). 240 pp.,

$25,00.

minerals and their growth helped estab-

lish the new science of geology. Both

traditional scientists and theologians re-

sisted the earth science revolution that

Steno began.

Steno sought a holistic explanation

of creation that would link religious tes-

taments to scientific knowledge. He was

beatified by Pope John Paul II in 1988

and is known in his native Denmark as

Blessed Niels Stensen. In his later years,

Steno— a Lutheran convert to Catholi-

cism — gave up scientific study for the-

ology, becoming a priest and later a

bishop serving Nordic missions. Known
as the founder of geology, Steno is still

remembered for his contributions to

world knowledge as a Christian scien-

tist.

How to explain a seashell embedded
in a mountaintop? In a literal reading of

Genesis, God produced the solid earth

during those first "seven days" of cre-

ation, and later came Noah's flood. Be-

fore Steno it was presumed that receding

floodwaters left seashells on mountains.

Steno pioneered "observation" rather

than relying on the pre-scientific wis-

dom of the ancients. He was convinced

that a history of the earth could reconcile

both the biblical narrative and empirical

discoveries.

Steno taught that the earth has a

history, revealed in its own rocks. He
enhanced the meaning of the Hebrew
creation myth by giving it an open-

ended interpretation. He devised prin-

ciples that helped his successors better

understand the development of various

strata or rock sequences. He demon-
strated that water is the source of all

sedimentary rock formations.

In "Jesus in the New Universe

Story" Dominican Father Cletus

Wessels, a preacher, retreat leader and

parish educator, affirms the biblical ac-

count of Jesus while interpreting that

narrative through the lens of an "emerg-

ing" universe. In his book for educated

though not scholarly Christians he asks:

'Where does (Jesus) fit into this 'new

universe story' and this new cosmology?

What does this story tell us of Jesus?"

The "new universe story" is pro-

foundly influenced by evolutionary

theory. It is the foundational teaching in

most classrooms from junior high to

university. It is commonly accepted by

the scientific community worldwide. For

the first time in history a creation story

is shared by all cultures throughout the

world.

Father Wessels describes how the

human drama has evolved within the

context of this larger cosmology. He ad-

dresses the meaning of such classic

Christian themes as revelation, original

sin, incarnation, resurrection, salvation

and Jesus as Savior. He proposes that as

we experience the presence of God in

new ways in an emerging, non-confined

universe. It is not surprising that we
must now revision and reinterpret the

traditional teachings.

Borrowing a key insight fr^om Tho-
mas Berry ("The Dream of the Earth,"

1988; 'The Great Work," 1999) Father

Wessels believes the "new universe

story" and humans that live within its

embrace are evolving neither randomly

(as scientism would claim) nor in a pre-

determined fashion (as advocated by in-

telligent design creationists) but in rela-

tion to a living Creator.

"An emerging universe," he says,

"provides us with a new and powerful

way of depicting our experience of the

world and the presence of God in that

world. ... Because of the unconditional

love of God within us, there is no doubt

in my mind that the human race will

move (from adolescence) into (spiritual)

adulthood and that the earth will be

transformed."

In exciting, expansive ways, Culter

and Father Wessels weave together the

essential threads of classic Christian

teaching and the discoveries of science as

a new, blended tapestry takes shape.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: OCT. 19, 2003

Oct. 19, Twenty-ninth

Sundayin Ordinary Time

Cycle B Readings:

1) Isaiah 53:10-11

Psalm 33:4-5, 18-19, 20,22

2) Hebrews 4:14-16

3) Gospel: Mark 10:35-45

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Our parish is building a new
church, a process that's taken about 12

years from vision to final construction

phase. It has been an arduous process.

To give you an idea, the building cam-

paign was named "Project 2000." The
new sanctuary wiQ be dedicated in the

last month of 2003.

Of course, not all parishioners have

"financially participated" in the project,

and over the years there was plenty of

concern voiced as to whether a new
church was affordable or even needed.

StLU, a core ofcommitted members of the

church community has seen it through.

I know a few parishioners who, al-

though they are . faithful, active church

ministers, have insisted .that they will

not contribute to bricks and mortar. And
then there is Norman.

Norman is a good family man who,

for years, has served quietly and de-

pendably in numerous parish ministries.

Emphasis on the "quietly." While par-

ticipating financially in the new church,

he's been participating physically as

well, being part of the sweat equity crew

sharing wiring, carpentry and plumb-

ing tasks. Now, as construction winds

down, new offices are completed, staff

and furniture are being moved, new
classroom space is being opened,

Norman is at the church on Saturdays

and several nights a week painting an

entire wing! (And yes, he has a regular

job.) All those hours — Norman, his

wife, son, sister and brother-in-law. If

you tell him you appreciate all the work
and time he's putting in, he just says,

"Oh, I like to do it." At 1 1:30 at night?

Norman, really!

This weekend's readings are about

servant leadership and servant love.

They remind me of Norman and his

attitude — so different from the one

that says I will not contribute to any

effort I deem not valuable or impor-

tant. In the Gospel, Jesus is talking

about his disciples' blind spot. Yes, he

tells them, as disciples you will suffer

in this life (drink the cup), and you will

be offered the strength and guidance of

the Holy Spirit (be baptized). But
don't assume "success" in the eyes of

God ifyou won't humble yourself to be

a true servant of all.

Questions.

'What is the prevailing attitude in

your actions as a disciple ofJesus? What
differences have you seen in the effects of

ministering when you are motivated by

wanting to feel good compared to want-

ing simply to serve another?

Scripture to Illustrate:

"Whoever wishes to be great among
you will be your servant; whoever
wishes to be first among you will be the

slave of all" (Mark 10:43-44).

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCT. 19 - OCT. 25

Sunday (Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 53:10-11, Hebrews 4:14-16,

Mark 10:35-45; IVIonday (St. Paul of the Cross), Romans 4:20-25, Luke 12:13-21; Tues-

day, Romans 5:12, 15, 17-19, 20-21, Luke 12:35-38; Wednesday, Romans 6:12-18, Luke

12:39-48; Thursday (St. John of Capistrano), Romans 6:19-23, Luke 12:49-53; Friday

(St. Anthony IVIary Claret), Romans 7:18-25, Luke 12:54-59; Saturday, Romans 8:1-11,

Luke 13:1-9

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCT. 26 - NOV. 1

Sunday (Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Jeremiah 31:7-9, Hebrews 5:1-6, Mark

10:46-52; Monday, Romans 8:12-17, Luke 13:10-17; Tuesday (Sts. Simon and Jude),

Ephesians 2:19-22, Luke 6:12-19; Wednesday, Romans 8:26-30, Luke 13:22-30; Thurs-

day, Romans 8:31-39, Luke 13:31-35; Friday, Romans 9:1-5, Luke 14:1-6; Saturday (All

Saints Day), Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14, 1 John 3:1-3, Matthew 5:1-12

DON'T PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!!

125,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOVR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too!

^^^.tliolic
Call (704) 370-3332 now!
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SONG OF SONGS

1 2 3 4 5 6 8

11 12 13

15

16 17 18 ^^19 20

21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42

43 44 45 ^^46 47 48 ^^49

51 52 53

54 55 56

59

ACROSS
1 States

5 Pa's partner

7 Law's limb?

10 Florida city

1 2 A fool and his money
14 Summer song

16 A drink with jam and bread?

17 Giant armadillo

18 Hamlet's country (abbr)

19 Amold's state (abbr)

21 Gov't agency

23 Mature acorn

25 Cry

26 Beach Boys song

31 Five-dollar bill (slang)

32 Popular ISP

33 Dixie Cups song

39 Above (poetic)

40 They exist

41 Cute starter

43 Ad field

44 Film CO.

46 Bird home
49 Atop

50 Harrison song

54 American conductor

55 French love

57 Buddhist temple

58 Adverb maker

59 Pear

DOWN
1 Extremely

2 Hurting

3 Scottish one

4 Strip of wood
5 Handbook
6 Ship of pairs

7 Dilbert intern

8 Quarrel

9 Russian capital

11 Frank's wife

13 Conclude

15 British school

16 Titanium

20 Stomach muscles

22 " so good."

24 Derby State (abbr)

25 Decipher

27 Party fare

28 "Chorus Line" song

29 Clark Kent's real name: _
30 "Smart drugs"; tropic

33 "Kindergarten _"
34 Religious recluse

35 " is my Lady"

36 Crotchety

37 Cold_
38 Genesis follower

42 Printer's measure
44 Gov't food agency

45 Piercing tool

47 Hearst kidnapper

48 Empty on Easter

51 Verily

52 Lamprey

53 Winnie-the-Pooh character

56 Pepsi competitor

^ HELP!
The Catholic News & Herald is cleaning

up the mailing list and we need your help!

If you are receiving more than one copy of this newspaper

each week, please help us reduce costs by letting us know.

Call (704) 370-3333 any time
— leave a message and please spell your name,

or email: catholicnews@charlottediocese.org

or write: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!

HARDLY WORTH TESTIFYING

CNS PHOTO FROM 20th Century Fox

Dustin Hoffman stars in a scene from the movie "Runaway lury," a middling courtroom

drama based on the lohn Grisham novel.

'Jury' verdict is anytliing

butsuspensefui
BY GERRI PARE

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS)— A juror and
his girlfi-iend conspire to buy a verdict

for the highest bidder in the workman-
like courtroom drama "Runaway Jury"

(20th Century Fox).

Based on the 1996 John Grisham
novel, the lawsuit in the movie was
switched from the tobacco industry to

the gun industry after Big Tobacco be-

gan to lose cases. But, as often happens in

a book with many characters (the op-

posing legal teams, their clients, jury

consultants, judge, jury and alternates)

the film must pare down the character-

izations to quick thumbnail sketches.

And the film suffers as a result, especially

in comparison to the novel. Although

director Gary Fleder sets a fast pace and

has a great cast at his disposal, these

characters simply aren't emotionally in-

volving enough to make us care deeply.

Gene Hackman plays Rankin Fitch,

a ruthless jury consultant for the gun

industry who promises the rich CEOs
paying him that with their lawyer
(Bruce Davison) obeying his instruc-

tions to accept or reject a given juror,

they will bring in the not-guilty verdict

so crucial to prevent a slew of class-

action suits that could bankrupt the gun

industry. Fitch has a huge staff— both

high-tech types researching each poten-

tial juror and lowlifes to intimidate or

blackmail them for the "right" verdict.

The wild card in the equation, how-

ever, is juror Nick Easter (John Cusack),

whose background cannot be traced by

Fitch's minions before the trial begins.

Bringing the suit against the gun manu-
facturer whose firearm a disgruntled

employee used to murder 1 1 employees

is a widow represented by crusading

New Orleans attorney Wendall Rohr
(Dustin Hoffman).

In short order, Fitch and Rohr are

each contacted by Nick's girlfriend,

Marlee (Rachel Weisz), who proposes

that for millions Nick can swing the jury

to the desired outcome for whoever takes

her up on the offer. Idealistic Rohr is

appalled; Fitch wants to gets the goods

on her pronto, but is persuaded to listen

to her when she proves Nick is able to

manipulate the jurors to do unheard-of

things such as bursting forth with a

pledge of allegiance in the courtroom. As
Rohr fmds his key witnesses suddenly

compromised, he too considers the despi-

cable offer.

But are Nick and Marlee as merce-

nary as they seem, and are they in actual

danger from Fitch's thugs?

Despite the director's snazzy cam-

era moves, action elements and zippy

pacing, the sense of urgency isn't there,

so the suspense isn't sizzling. While
never boring, the film plays like a com-
petent police procedural as the pieces in

the puzzle eventually fit together. Yet

the ending is far too easily accomplished

to be very credible, with its morally

ambiguous characters shown in a more

favorable light than deserved.

Ironically, there are scenes in a

church, with a cabbie whose rosary is

prominently positioned and in a store

featuring candles to honor different

saints, but the supposed moral victory

dished out is hollow.

Due to a cynical view of the legal

system, some violence and minimal

rough language and profanity, the

USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting

classification is A-III— adults. The Mo-
tion Picture Association of America rat-

ing is PG-13 — parents are strongly

cautioned. Some material may be inap-

propriate for chUdren under 13.

Pare is tJie director oftJie Officefor Film

& Broadcastirig of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bis/iops.
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Countdown to ordination

ORDINATION, from page 1

Archbishop John F. Donoghue of

Atlanta will celebrate the ordination

Mass. Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo,

apostolic nuncio in Washington, and

Bishop William G. Curlin, bishop

emeritus of Charlotte, will

concelebrate.

For the first time in the history of

the Diocese of Charlotte, the bishop's

ordination will be broadcast live on

the Internet.

"Now the faithful of the diocese can

participate in the ceremony via a live

Webcast," said Father Francis

O'Rourke, pastor of Our Lady of

Grace Church in Greensboro and co-

ordinator of ordination ceremonies.

From any computer with Internet

access, people can watch a live video

and audio feed from St. Matthew
Church. The Web site hosting the

video will be accessible through the

diocesan Web site

(www.charlottediocese.org) at 12 p.m.

Oct. 24.

"I am really excited to be a part of

this historic moment, to capture and

archive it for future generations to en-

joy," said Mark Martindale, the

ordination's videographer.

"Through this technology, we are

able to offer direct access to this his-

toric event to the people of our diocese

and beyond," said Father O'Rourke,
"and it gives us the possibilities of fu-

ture uses for this medium."

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

FAITH FORMATION DIRECTOR: St

Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte. Full-time

position with good salary (range $31-

.$35K) is currently available. Duties in-

volve supervising religious education

program for young people on Sunday
morning. Ifyou have experience or a de-

gree in theology or religious studies,

please send resume and cover letter to:

Fr. Paul Gary, 1621 Dilworth Road E.,

Charlotte NC 28203, or fax to St. Patrick

Cathedral at 704-377-6403.

SALES: #1 Health and Nutrition
Company expanding. Full training pro-

\ided. .$2.5-$7.5/hour part-time
/full-time. 1-888-724-7425. http://

www.w)sdomofwealth.com/?refid=n3

PRODUCTS Si SERVICES

INSURANCE: Best Health, Life, LTC
and Medicare supplements at best rates!

Call Mike Wilkinson (704)84,')- 141 6.

"Using the Internet for online min-

istry will enable us to reach out to oth-

ers more effectively and find new ways
of participating in the church's mission

of evangelization," said Frank
Villaronga, director of diocesan evange-

lization and ministry formation and or-

dination planning committee member.
The rite of reception of the bishop

in his cathedral church will take place

at St. -Patrick Cathedral Oct. 25.

The rite of reception prescribes the

new bishop be greeted on his arrival at

the cathedral by an assembly of

priests, deacons and the faithful of the

diocese, according to Father O'Rourke.

"After reverencing a crucifix pre-

sented to him by the rector, Father

Paul Gary, the bishop will bless the

congregation using holy water," said

Father O'Rourke. "Upon entering the

cathedral, the bishop will take his

place at the cathedra — the seat that

signifies his being bishop of the diocese

— and then proceed with the celebra-

tion of the Eucharist."

"This special ceremony is open to

all who wish to join in the celebration/'

said Father O'Rourke.

WANT TO GO?
The ordination and installation Mass

will be at St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Parkway in

Charlotte, 12-2 p.m. Oct. 24. The rite

of reception of the bishop will take

place at St. Patrick Cathedral, 1621

Dilworth Road East in Charlotte, 5:30

p.m. Oct. 25.

FOR SALE

FOR RENT OR SALE: Denver/
Maiden. 3-bedroom, 2-bath home on pri-

vate .5 acre lot. Accessible to St. Joseph or

Holy Spirit parish. 828-428-8512.

FOR SALE: Real estate steal. $163,000.

Matthews. Tax value $171,600. Market
value $182,900. 4 bedrooms, 2-1/2

baths. 2-car garage. Interior completely

updated 6 years ago. 704/370-3339
(day); 704/688-0997 (night)

FOR RENT

SNOWBIRDS - FAMILY VACA-
TIONS - Weekend Getaways. OCEAN-
FRONT condos in Charleston,
SC and Hutchinson Island, FL.
www.bedonthebeach.com or 704-895-32 14

VACATION RENTAL: Hilton Head
Island. 2-bedroom Villa, sleeps 6. Week-
end, weekly and monthly low owner rates.

Call Chris @ (704) 321-1939.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeericl(@chariottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Mother Teresa's 'miracle'

MIRACLE, from page 1

pressed together — then they grasp

her hands or her wrist.

Basra, who is in her late 30s,

played a key role in the process lead-

ing to Mother Teresa's Oct. 19 beati-

fication.

Suffering from a huge abdominal

tumor, Besra was being cared for by
the Missionaries of Charity in West
Bengal state. The sisters prayed for

Mother Teresa's intercession, and
Besra was healed on the first anniver-

sary of their founder's death.

With one of the Indian nuns trans-

lating, Besra told Catholic News Ser-

vice she has been smiling ever since.

A Hindu at the time of the healing

in 1998, Besra became a Catholic and
was scheduled to receive Communion
from Pope John Paul II during the

beatification Mass.

"I hope people who see me will

feel happy, too," she said in an Oct. 14

interview.

Besra came to Rome with a group
of Mother Teresa's sisters for the cer-

emony. With the demands of work
and school, her husband and children

stayed behind in India.

The slender woman who speaks

softly and laughs often said she had

heard about Mother Teresa for years.

"I had heard the Mother did good
for others, taking care of the sick and
the poor," she said.

Besra said that although she was
Hindu "I always loved Christianity

and named all my children with

Christian names. Even before I be-

came Christian, I loved Jesus.

"I had Mother Mary's picture in

my house and I would pray to her,"

she said. "I felt I was not loved

enough, my life was very sad, so I

turned to Mother Mary."

.Besra said her husband often

stayed away from home or would
come home drunk.

"After my cure, my husband
stopped drinking. Now if he drinks, he

gets sick right away," she said, giggling.

"There is so much joy in my
house now; we laugh all the time,"

Besra said. "That is another miracle."

In October 2002, the leader of the

Science and Rationalists Association

of India, as well as a former state

health minister and the director of the

hospital where Besra was treated for

tuberculosis, claimed the healing was
the result of medical treatment, not

prayers to Mother Teresa.

Vatican medical consultants had
examined the woman's medical
records and concluded there was no
medical explanation for the disap-

pearance of the tumor.

Vatican sources said the consult-

ants specifically considered whether
medication used for treating her tu-

berculosis could have caused the tu-

mor to disappear, and they concluded

it could not.

But Besra did not need the input

of medical experts; she was convinced

from the beginning that her healing

was a miracle.

"Those who believe in God and in

Mother believe it is a miracle," she

said. "Those who love God, they be-

lieve in miracles; Hindus, too, if they

have a pure mind."

The smile faded from her lips as

she explained: "I was so sick and I

was healed. That is why I became a

Christian.

"From the time Mother and God
made me all right, all I have wanted
is to honor him," she said.

"No matter what anyone says, I

am convinced and I will follow my
faith," Besra said.

LOCAL CELEBRATION
A Mass of Ttianksgiving in tionor of

tine beatification of IVIother Teresa will

be held at St. Patrick Cathedral at 9

a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 25. Bishop

William G. Curlin, bishop emeritus,

will be the celebrant of the mass. All

are welcome. St. Patrick Cathedral

is at 1621 Dilworth Road East in

Charlotte.

J'eaiurecf '^uesi

David Snowdon, auriior of Aging

li'it/i Cirace: %'}m the Nun %iuA-i

Teciches Us About Leatling Longex,

Healthier and More Meanin^ul Lives

GRACE
November 3-5, 2003

Kanuga Conference Center

Hendersonville, North Carolina

sponsored by Western Carolina University, Kanuga Conference.s, Inc., Pardee Hospital, MAHEC, the

Community Foundation of Henderson County, the Henderson County Office of Smith Barney, AARP-
North Car(ilina, WHKP Radio, Strauss and A.ssocijites, P.A., Procter & Ganible Pharmaceuticals &
The Alliance for Better Rone Health, Whitley Home Medical Equipment, immaculate Conception

Catholic Church of Hendersonville, the Heridersonville Times-News, Lilly Pharmaceuticals, the Land

of Sky Rct;ii)nal Council, and Janssen Pharmaceutica.

Ohr more tnj-ormalton call(S2S~ 694-- !S29 or oi.'iii

fiiip.lIcess.
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Boy Scout wins Eagle

Award for handiwork

Courtesy Photo

WINSTON-SALEM — Padraig Hugh O'Doherty, of Boy Scout Troop 958 at St.

Leo the Great Catholic Church, received the Eagle Scout Award Aug. 30.

O'Doherty's Eagle project was to construct nine stackable benches for the

religious education program of the Hispanic ministry of St. Leo the Great Church.

The benches, which are portable and fit in the rear of the church's 1 5-passenger

van, are sturdy enough for long-term use yet light enough for movement by the

students and teachers.

O'Doherty, a graduate of North Forsyth High School, is a freshman at Western

Carolina.

ORDER FROM CANADA & SAVE 30-70%

ON ALL PRESCRIPTION DRUGS
You do not have to travel to Canada in order to receive your prescriptions. We have licensed

Pharmacists and Physicians who can review & fill your orders and send them directly to you via mail.

SEE EXAMPLES OF THE SAVINGS APTECHA OFFERS;

Strength QTY Walgreen's Costco CVS.com APTECHA SAVINGS

Celebrex ZOOmg 100 $255.98 $244.27 $269.99 $130.10- 53-55%

Detrol 2ing 60 $101.99 $99.41 $108.99 $59.45 44-49%

Flomax 0.4mg 100 $196.65 $173.69 $190.99 $93.45 46-52%

Fosamax 10mg 90 $206.97 $199.07 $215.99 $145.68 27-33%

Glucophage SOOmg 100 $74.99 $72,57 $76.99 $16.80 77-78%

Lipitor 10mg 90 $199.58 $178.89 $200.99 $148.03 23-31%

Norvasc 10mg 100 $199.97 $187.39 $20359 $174.07 14-21%

Neurontin 300mg 100 $123.99 $122.17 $129.98 $69.30 43-47%

Plavix 75mg Z8 $101.72 $102.84 $106.99 $64.53 37-40%

Pravachol ZOmg 100 $283.30 $266.69 $288.99 $105.65 60-63%

Premarin .625mg 100 $97.99 $80.77 $94.99 $23.58 71-76%

Prevacid 30mg 30 $127.99 $116.97 $134.99 $61.95 47-54%

Prilosec ZOmg Z8 $114.99 $110.48 $126.99 $57.75 .48-55%

Zocor ZOmg 100 $377.38 $385.47 $432.20 $161.70 '57-63%

Zyrtec lOmg 100 $206.63 $184.27 $200.99 $58.79 53-58%

Products menaoned are trademarks of their respective companies.

U.S. Citizens by law, are allowed a 90 day supply of each individual drug.

You will have to provide a copy of the Original Prescription with your order via Fax or Air Mail.

This is just a sample of the 2000 different medications that APTECHA carries. For more information

on our complete line of brand name and generic prescription medications, to get pricing

or to obtain your FREE Patient Information Kit, CALL.

CALL TOLL-FREE
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.APTECHA.com

CALL us ABOUT HELPING

YOUR GROUP OUT WITH

FUNDRAISING EFFORTS!!

Mention the

CATHOLIC

NEWS of N.C.

1.8/7.278.3242

'0mm...
T Cmdm Drugstore. World Class Service.

Greenway fun raises funds

Courtesy Photo

Annualgolftournamenta success

CRAMERTON — Although
threats of rain from an impending
hurricane were in the forecast, the sun

shone bright at Cramer Mountain
Country Club for Holy Angels' 12th

Fall Golf Classic.

With a ceremonial first drive,

Holy Angels resident Trey and emvee
JeffJohnson opened the Sept. 15 tour-

nament in which 139 golfers partici-

pated.

All proceeds raised through the

tournament help support programs
and services of Holy Angels. In the

past 12 years, the golf outing has

raised nearly $500,000.

Golfers gathered in the clubhouse

ballroom following play for a recep-

tion and the awarding of prizes.

Winners of the Captain's Choice tour-

nament included the following teams:

1st Place — Ryan's Friends:

Mike Warchol, a parent of Holy An-
gels' resident, Ryan; Doug Lyerly;

Tom Wright; and Curt Pritchard.

2nd Place — WJZY UPN46/
Charlotte's WB: Jeff Johnson, Bobby
Hitchcock, Chyne Rubuer, Mat
Mclntyre.

3rd Place — Nationwide Insur-

ance: Bill Gary, Arnie Broome, Chuck
Norton, Tim Hausemann.

Holy Angels, founded in 1956 by

the Sisters of Mercy, is a private, non-

profit corporation located in Belmont
that provides residential services and
innovative programs for children and

adults with varying degrees of men-
tal retardation and physical disabili-

ties, some of whom are medically

fragile.

Programs include the Holy
Angels Residential Center, four

Community Group Homes, four In-

termediate Care Facilities for the

Mentally Retarded group homes,
Little Angels Child Development
Center, Great Adventures, Camp
Hope and Cherubs Cafe & Candy
Bouquets in downtown Belmont.

1 5% off with this coupon The

f Now ^2 great

locations!

South Charlotte

The Catholic Company Outlet Store

228 Zimmer Rd
Fort Mill, SC 2971

5

803-396-5399 ext. 240

Mon-Fri: 10am - Spin

5 m/n. south ofBalfantyne and 1-485

1-485 to Hwy 521 (Johnston Rd).

Go south approx. 5 miles. Shortly after

crossing the state line, turn left at the

BP station. Go % mile and turn left into

Zimmer Business Park - #228.

CatholicCompany.com

Catholic
Company

Fine Catholic Books and Gifts

^Crand Opening!. Lake Norman |

The Catholic Company - Lake Norman in'

19905 W. Catawba Ave. , Suite 106

Cornelius, NC 28031

704-655-9090

Mon,Wed,Thu, Fri: 1 0am - 6pm
Tue:10am-7pm
Sat: 10am -3pm

In Johnsbury Square - next to Rosetti's

177 to Exit 28 Catawba Ave.

Go west for Vi mile.

The store is on the North side of street.

LakeNorman.CatholicCompany.com

Include this Ad when placing your order (^ia

I

and receive our X-Pre$s Shipping Service

'

I

for the price of Regular Ground Shipping. VALUE^
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Beyond the big issues:

Ideas for the church

C-SPANwindow
on a Catholic

worldneeded

If you ever wonder why we don't

have a Cathohc C-SPAN, or a Catho-

hc equivalent of the Mormon Taber-

nacle Choir, you are doing the kind of

thinking that the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops never gets around

to at its annual November meeting in

Washington, D.C. This is not neces-

sarily because the bishops and their

conference staff have "better things to

think about." It's simply because

they've got so many frontline, high-

priority things to discuss that they

don't have time on their agenda for

smaller, quieter ideas that could, if

translated into programs, contribute

to the vitality of the church the con-

ference exists to serve.

A great form of lay participation

in the life of the church would be "out

of the box thinking" that could lead

the bishops to set up a task force or

two during their annual meeting in

Year 1, and commission them to pro-

duce a report that could result in an

action item on the November agenda

two or three years later. Any action

item would, of course, have to have

budgetary legs to bring it to the floor

for serious debate.

Out of the box thinking would
mean out of the chancery, out of the

sanctuary, out of the social, theologi-

cal, liturgical, educational and public-

policy arenas where the bishops'

agenda normally and quite properly

sinks its roots. Those who come up

with interesting small ideas (there are

plenty of experts in the conference to

generate the big ideas!) might be in-

vited to take a place on a task force

with the opportunity to speak up in

support of their proposals in one of

Looking

Around

FATHER WILL-
IAM J.

BYRON, SJ

CNS Columnist

the November meetings.

What if there were a Catholic C-

SPAN (the cable, satellite, public af-

fairs network)? C-SPAN is financed

by the cable industry; it began in

1979 with four employees and one

telephone line. What if there were on

cable television a Catholic Booknotes

every weekend? What if a Catholic C-

SPAN had bureaus in Washington,.

New York, Boston, Chicago, New Or-

leans, Denver, San Francisco and

other Catholic centers of influence in

between — South Bend, for example?

Wouldn't it be great to be able to tune

in to the classrooms, cultural centers,

panel discussions, lectures, debates

and exhibitions in Catholic institu-

tional settings?

Catholic hospitals would surely

have interesting fare to offer to inter-

ested viewers. And just as C-SPAN is

on Capitol Hill every day, a Catholic

counterpart could cover the daily ac-

tivities of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops in Washington and

maybe even provide a regular call-in

program with conservative, moderate

and progressive lines!

Those who admire the resource-

fulness of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints in bringing to

the nation the beautiful voices of the

Mormon Tabernacle Choir (while de-

riving a well-deserved public rela-

tions benefit in return), might some-

times ask. Why not a National Catho-

lic Chorale with a home at the Ba-

silica of the National Shrine of the

Immaculate Conception in Washing-
ton? The church could surely use the

PR bonus, and the nation would be

enriched by the cultural contribu-

tions of Catholic singers and instru-

mentalists.

Just as there are many other

places and events that could attract

Catholic cable TV cameras, there are

also a lot of other small ideas worthy

of consideration by the body of bish-

ops for the betterment of both church

and nation. The task force mechanism

can be utilized at any time to put

wheels under good ideas. And lots of

good ideas are out there between the

ears of thinking Catholics whose eyes

would welcome a C-SPAN-like win-

dow on their Catholic world.

E-mail: wbyron@l(yyola.edu.

Buoyed by cheers, frail pope

kicks off 25tli anniversary

celebrations
BY JOHN THAVIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— Buoyed

by the cheers of pQgrims and serenaded

by Polish choirs, a fi-ail Pope John Paul

II kicked olf 25th anniversary celebra-

tions with a reflection on prayer and

divine grace.

Addressing some 20,000 people in

St. Peter's Square Oct. 15, the pope

spoke about the value of evening prayer

for modern Catholics. Then he greeted a

seemingly endless line of cardinals, bish-

ops, dignitaries and the sick— many of

whom brought a gift for the occasion.

The general audience was the first

official event of a weeklong calendar of

ceremonies and liturgies to mark the

anniversary of the pope's election Oct.

16, 1978. For the occasion, the Vatican's

Web site (www.vatican.va) invited

people around the world to send greet-

ings to the pope at his e-mail address:

john_paul_ii@vatican.va.

The 83-year-old pontiff rode

through a crowded St. Peter's Square

seated on a throne in an open jeep, look-

ing alert and waving to the thousands of

cheering well-wishers. He spoke in a

relatively strong voice, although at

times he seemed short of breath.

The pope's talk recommended
evening prayer, or vespers, as a way to

draw close to God through a sequence of

psalms, canticles, readings and interces-

sions, culminating in the Lord's Prayer,

the "perfect expression of the church's

praise of God."

Like all general audiences, this one

had a down-home atmosphere. The 70-

person Immaculate Conception Church

Choir of Port Clinton, Ohio, sang a

hymn to the pope, and other groups

chanted messages to him.

"He is the one pope I've known and

is very special. We thought this might

be our last chance to see him," said

Vivian Palmer of Dearborn, Mich., who
sat with her mother in the square as the

pope's jeep passed.

The pope, seated on a platform in

the sunny square, abbreviated some of

his remarks, but still managed to ex-

press greetings in several languages.

"I want to acknowledge the wishes

and prayers that have been offered for

me on (the) occasion of my 25th anni-

versary ofmy pontificate," he said at the

end of the audience.

"I'm happy that I can count on your

spiritual support," he said.

Among the U.S. prelates who

The Pope

Speaks

POPE JOHN
PAUL II

greeted the pope personally afterward

were Cardinals Roger M. Mahony of

Los Angeles, Theodore E. McCarrick of

Washington and Bernard F. Law, re-

tired archbishop of Boston.

The gifts for the anniversary were

piling up at the Vatican, and more were

dropped off at the audience. A Japanese

delegation brought a bronze bust of the

pope, Africans brought a crucifix and

individuals presented books, silver

plates and decorated ceramic ware to the

pope, who let aides carry them away.

As usual, the biggest group of

people allowed to kiss the pope's ring

was the sick, including dozens who were

taken up to the seated pontiff in wheel-

chairs. Then the pope posed patientiy for

group photos with pilgrims for almost

an hour.

The pope began the week by re-

membering the day of his election and

thanking everyone — especially young

people— for their prayers and enthusi-

asm over the years.

"I look out at young people, with

whom I've established a preferential dia-

logue from the beginning of my Petrine

ministry," he said at a blessing from his

apartment window Oct. 12.

He said he recalled telling young

people at his first Angelus talk in 1978,

'You are the future of the world, you are

the hope ofthe church, you are my hope."

"I have to recognize that the response

ofyoung people has been truly encourag-

ing. Today I would like to thank them for

always being close to me during these

years, and I'd like them to know that I

continue to count on them," he said.

Speaking in a pre-recorded TV
transmission to Poland Oct. 13, the pope

said that at the 25-year mark the words

of St. Luke's Gospel came to mind: 'W^e

are useless servants. We have done no

more than our duty."

The pope said he wanted to "thank

God for all the good he has caused to

spring fi-om the hearts of individuals, the

church and the world" throughout the

25 years of his ministry.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
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A little courtesy goes a long way
Most of us take courtesy for

granted. We extend it in a mild way by

holding doors open, or saying "please"

and "thank you," or letting somebody
with a single item go first at the grocery

store. And we notice it when people

don't do these things, when a driver

cuts us off or someone plays a, radio so

loudly it hurts our ears.

Still, I don't believe we often ap-

preciate 'the potential power a simple

act of courtesy can exert on people.

Not long ago, I read about such an

incident concerning the respected re-

ligious and civil rights leader

Desmond Tutu, which turned into a

life-changing moment.
As a boy. Tutu saw firsthand the

evils of South Africa's apartheid sys-

tem. Injustice and indignities were the

norm. One day, as he walked down the

street with his mother, a white Angli-

can priest politely stepped aside and

tipped his hat to Tutu's mother. Sur-

prised, young Desmond asked her,

"Why was that white man so nice to

you?"

She replied, "That man is a minis-

ter of the Gospel. People like that are

courteous to everyone."

Tutu later said it was at that mo-
ment he decided he, too, would be a

minister of the Gospel. He also became
an Anglican priest, later archbishop,

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

and a world renowned and respected

human rights advocate and winner of

the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize.

Now, I'm not suggesting that ev-

ery time you say "Have a nice day!" it

will change someone's life. Yet there's

no doubt that we all have a far greater

influence on others than we credit our-

selves. We are part of a human com-
munity and while we think of our-

selves as pretty self-sufficient, that's

not really the case. The littlest acts of

courtesy and kindness are life-affirm-

ing gifts and, of course, that applies to

the reverse: the smallest barbs of

thoughtlessness, rudeness and petti-

ness cause wounds that can last a day

or a decade.

Who would ever want to admit to

being thoughtless, rude or petty? The
other guy maybe, but not me! Ifwe are

inconsiderate, it's only because we've

been provoked. If we tell people what

we think of them, we're just being

frank. Sound familiar? We all have our

mean moments. But it's nothing to be

proud of— and no way to live.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu has

some thoughts on being more aware of

our connection with others, too: "You
can't be a solitary human being.

(We're) all linked. ... Because of this

deep sense of community, the har-

mony of the group is a prime attribute.

And so you realize that anything that

undermines the harmony is to be

avoided as much as possible. Anger
and jealousy and revenge are particu-

larly corrosive, so you try ... to enhance

the humanity of the other, because in

that process, you enhance your own."

The consideration and civility we
share makes our world a bit less diffi-

cult, a bit more grace-filled for us not

only as individuals, but as members of

one human community — children of

our Divine Creator. "The grace of God
is in courtesy," said the writer Hilaire

Belloc. It's true, and it's worth remem-
bering whenever you're tempted not

to make time for courtesy.

For a free copy of the Christopher

News Note, "Respectfully Tours," write:

The Christophers, 12 East 48th Street,

New Tork, NT 10017; or e-mail:

mail@christophers.org.

Preparing for marriage after age 75
Q. If both of a couple are over 75

years old and have known each otherfor
45 years, are they required to take

premarriage classes? We wouldfeel out of
place with the young couples. (Iowa

)

A. As most other pastors, I have

helped many older couples prepare for

marriage, and we always work out

some alternative to the usual prepara-

tion programs. We understand your
potential embarrassment and that

much of the usual information would
be irrelevant for you.

On the other hand, some parts of

the typical preparation programs,
such as premarriage inventories,

which explore your similarities and
differences on numerous subjects like

finances, religion, even recreational ac-

tivities, could prove beneficial for both

of you.

Please talk with your pastor to-

gether, and explain your concern. I'm

nearly positive he will help you pre-

pare in way you will feel comfortable

with.

Confusion over

Our Father
Q. After a recent Mass, a friend told

me the Our Father we say at Mass is

Protestant. She belongs to some "new"
Catholic group that does things differently

and was told our prayer after the Lord's

Prayer (For the kingdom, thepower ...") is

wrong. I've never heard that. Is it true?

(Illinois)

A. No, it is not true. That prayer,

called a doxology (prayer of praise),

was used very early in Christian litur-

gical worship, possibly because a simi-

lar prayer had been common in Jewish

worship for a long time.

Eventually some, perhaps over-

zealous, copiers of Scripture (this was
long before the printing press) began

placing these words after the Lord's

Prayer in the Gospel of Mathew (6:9-

13) as a gloss — marginal interpreta-

tions or pious notes which they occa-

sionally inserted, possibly just to

break the monotony of a tedious job.

In later centuries, some glosses,

including this one, found their way
into the Bible text itself This was the

situation when the King James Autho-
rized English translation was pub-

lished in 1611.

The King James version, in gen-

eral use by Protestants for more than

300 years, included .this addendum to

the Lord's Prayer.

As biblical scholarship developed,

however, it became clear to everyone,

Protestant and Catholic, that this ad-

dition was not originally part of Scrip-

ture, but was inserted afterward.

Thus, Protestant Bibles since the

King James translation have, almost

universally, eliminated the sentence

from the Scripture, mentioning it at

most as an unauthentic, or liturgical.

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

addition to the sacred text. Bible trans-

lations under Catholic auspices have

never included the sentence.

For centuries, however, the doxol-

ogy was included in the Mass shortly

after the Our Father. We continue the

ancient liturgical tradition, of course,

even today by offering this prayer of

praise together at Mass, not as part of,

but shortly after the Our Father.

Oriental-rite Catholics, however,

and many Latin-rite Catholics in other

countries, still use it regularly as a

concluding doxology to the Lord's

Prayer.

A free brochure in English or Span-

ish, answering questions Catholics ask

about baptism practices and sponsors is

available by sending a stamped self-ad-

dressed envelope to Father John Dietzen,

Box 325, Peoria, IL 61651.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail

jjdietzen@aol.com.

Understanding:

tlie lieart of

dialogue

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS Columnist

"Permit me, then, with the last

breaths the Spirit gives me, to implore

you: Do not be afraid to embrace the

spirituality of communion, this 'little

way' of dialogue with one another, with

your priests, with all God's faithful.

Doing so, you will touch not only the

hearts ofyour brothers and sisters, you
will draw closer to the very heart of

Jesus, the Lord and brother of us all."

When I read these dying words of

Msgr. Philip Murnion, I thought: If

this is the most important thing he sees

in this life as he leaves it, how do we
translate his vision into action? I found

my answer.

Before a recent funeral Mass, an

elderly man dressed in a cream-colored

suit entered the sacristy. Later I

learned he was a priest who works
with Hispanics.

Another gentleman entered the

sacristy with hair down to his ears

wearing layman's clothes. As he put on
an alb, I realized that he too was a

priest and later learned he was work-

ing in one of the toughest neighbor-

hoods in Washington, D.C.

The celebrant at the Mass was
black. When he began the funeral cer-

emony, it was unlike any I usually

experience. Throughout it he sang. It

was one of the most uplifting funerals I

have ever concelebrated.

I must frankly admit that at first I

felt I was among a group of maverick

priests. They just didn't fit the mold of

priests coming to a funeral. But the

more I learned about these men, the

more I came to respect them as per-

sons.

When I read Msgr. Murnion's plea

for dialogue and spiritual communion,
my first reaction was: Our priests and

bishops are all characters in one way or

other. How could you ever have a true

dialogue with so many diverse person-

alities? Follow the beautiful counsel of

the book of Proverbs: "Wisdom is the

principle thing; get wisdom and with

all thy getting get understanding."

If Msgr. Murnion's vision is to ma-
terialize, it must start with a desire to

look into each other much more deeply

than we do, to put aside labels and first

impressions, to forget biases and preju-

dices, and to open our hearts to each

other so that we can speak heart to

heart.

Understanding is at the heart of

dialogue. More important, it gives

heart to the priesthood.
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Our Lady of the Highways Church
home to multicultural family

File Photo

Our Lady of the Highways Church was designed in 1953 and its first service was a

reading of St. John's Passion of Christ on Good Friday, April 16, 1954. The parish,

now made up of 450 families, celebrated the church's 50th anniversary Oct. 5.

THOMASVILLE — It was
through the presence of sports that the

Catholic Church arrived in

Thomasville. Catholic members of the

Hi-Toms Ball Team, a minor league

baseball squad, attended the first

Mass celebrated in the area more than

a half-century ago. In the summer
months during the late 1940s, Father

Robert McMillan of Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church in High Point

said Masses in a Thomasville funeral

home.

In June 1951, before the founding

of the Diocese of Charlotte, Bishop

Vincent Waters of Raleigh arranged

for Masses to be celebrated at a home

on College Street in Thomasville. Fa-

ther McMillan was celebrant, al-

though Father Hugh Kennedy became

the town's pastor that same month.

Holy Rosary Church in Lexington

later took the newly founded chapel on

as a mission church. Named in honor

of St. Thomas Beckett, the chapel was
designated a mission on Dec. 28, 1951.

Increasing numbers of local

Catholics soon led to expansion. The
"twin priests," Fathers Clarence and

Lawrence Hill, designed plans for a

permanent church in 1953. Dubbed
Our Lady of the Highways Church, its

first service was a reading of St. John's

Passion of Christ on Good Friday,
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April 16, 1954. The congregation at-

tended its first Mass that Easter Sun-

day, when the church was blessed.

Until 1970, Our Lady of the High-

ways Church continued as a mission

church, either under Holy Rosary
Church in Lexington or Immaculate

Heart of Mary Church in High Point.

In July 1970, the Oblates of St.

Francis de Sales assisted Bishop Wa-
ters in establishing Our Lady of the

Highways as a parish. By 1972, the

church boasted membership of 72

families.

Parish growth continued over the

years, and a new parish picnic center

and mobile classroom units for faith

formation classes, were added in 1980.

Within two years, 95 families com-
prised the church community. In

March 1988, plans were drawn for the

construction of a parish center and a

rectory on the church grounds. The ad-

ditions were dedicated Sept. 17, 1989.

Our Lady of the Highways

Church developed a Hispanic ministry

in 1983. Beginning with a 17-week
program, the ministry expanded to in-

clude weekly Spanish Masses each

Sunday. A growing year-round His-

panic population enhanced parish life,

and in 1996 two faith formation pro-

grams were formed: one for English-

speaking parishioners, the other a bi-

lingual program for English- and
Spanish-speakers.

Parishioners and clergy became
active in other ministries, as well, pro-

viding assistance to the staff of Com-
munity General Hospital, and —
along with a local grocer— operating

a food-collection-and-distribution

project for the area's needy.

Each September, parishioners

gather together on Our Lady of the

Highways Day, when the varied inter-

national backgrounds of the parishio-

ners are celebrated with a dinner and
Mass.

Oblate Father John Murphy, who
became pastor of the church in 1977,

oversaw much growth in the parish

with the addition of over 100 new
families. In June 1997, Oblate Father

Thomas Fitzpatrick became pastor.

On April 21, 2001, Bishop Curlin

presided at a bilingual Mass and
blessed a refurbished church including

double the worship space, a new cry

room, a sacristy and a reconciliation

room. Other features included new car-

pet, new windows depicting images of

saints and biblical scenes and new
marble surrounding the altar and tab-

ernacle area. Renovations took less

than five months, thanks to the gener-

osity of local contributors and the

spirit of the faith community.

"The amazing part of this church

is the architecture," said Father
Fitzpatrick at the ceremony. "It looks

like a Spanish mission, and there

wasn't a Hispanic in sight when the

church was built. Now, half our parish

is Spanish. It was a prophecy. It's

wonderful."

The church currently has 450
families made up of 21 different na-

tionalities. On Oct. 5, 2003, the parish

celebrated the church's 50th anniver-

sary with a special Mass and dinner

featuring ethnic cuisine of the various

nationalities in the parish.
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Mother Teresa

beatified in Rome
Pope offers thanks

for her witness,

courage

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY— Pope
John Paul 11 offered his tlianks

to Blessed Mother Teresa of

Calcutta, founder of the Mis-

sionaries of Charity, for being

close to him in her lifetime and

for courageously showing the

world what it means to love

and serve Jesus completely.

"The venerable servant of

God, Teresa of Calcutta, from

this moment on will be called

blessed," the pope said at the

Oct. 19 beatification Mass as

the crowd burst into applause.

In the homily lie wrote for

the ceremony, the 83-year-old

pope said: "We honor in her

one of the most relevant per-

sonalities of our age. Let us ac-

cept her message and follow

her example."

For the fii-sL time at a ma-
jor e\'ent. Pope John Paul did

not read even one line of his

own homily. A Vatican official

said that with the pope's diffi-

culty speaking clearly, the

crowd would not ha\'e been

able to understand much of his

message, so others were asked

to read for him.

See BEATIFIED, page 13

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Pope John Paul II presides at the beatification Mass for Mother

Teresa of Calcutta Oct. 19 in St. Peter's Square.

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Anniversary Mass, pope prays for

'wisdom, lioiiness and strengtli'

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Pope John Paul II acknowledges the cheers of pilgrims at his

weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square Oct. 15. Tens of

thousands of pilgrims from around the world made their way to

Rome to mark his 25th anniversary as pope Oct. 16 and to

celebrate the beatification of Mother Teresa of Calcutta Oct. 19.

At anniversary Mass,
pope prays for 'wisdom, ho-

liness and strength'

by JOHN THAVIS
catholic news service

VATICAN CITY (CNS)
— As the world offered con-

gratulations and encourage-

ment, Pope John Paul II cel-

ebrated a 25th anniversary

Mass and prayed for the

"wisdom, holiness and
strength" to keep leading the

churcli.

The Oct. 16 liturgy in

St. Peter's Square brought

together church leaders, civil

authorities and some 50,000

faithful from many coun-

tries, all of them eager to

share the moment with the

aging and fragile pontiff.

The Mass was an emo-
tional high point of the anni-

See POPE, page 12
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LONG-LIVED FAITH

Seniors gather

for day of

reflection

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

HUNTERSVILLE —
Laughter resonated through-

Out St. Mark Church as

Benedictine Father Kieran
Neilson shared jokes with 100

seniors who gathered Oct. 9 for

a day of reflection, prayer and

laugliter sponsored by the elder

ministry for Catholic Social

Ser\'ices.

Unlike the Spring Fling,

when parishioners from across

the diocese congregate to enjoy

games and enricliment activi-

ties, the annual Senior Fall

Day of Reflection is a time for

seniors to come together to ex-

plore and challenge tiieir faith,

said Sandra Breakfield, pro-

gram director for diocesan el-

der ministry.

"Seniors are \ery spiritu-

ally grounded," Breakfield said.

"They need, and \\ ant, a day to

increase their faith."

See SENIORS, page 7

Bishop Jugis ordained
as fourtii bishop of

Charlotte

Bishop Peter J. Jugis was or-

dained and installed as the

fourth bishop of Charlotte in a

Mass at St. Matthew Church

today, Oct. 24.

Look for complete coverage

ofthe Mass, as well as Bishop

Jugis' rite of reception at St.

Patrick Cathedral Oct. 25 and

other events,' in a special

commemorative issue to

Bishop Jugis in next week's

The Catholic News & Herald.
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

FIGHTING FOR LIFE UNTIL THE VERY END

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Protesters hold up signs and a photograph of Terri Schiavo with her mother outside

the Pinellas Park Hospice in Florida Oct. 15. By order of a circuit court judge,

Terri Schiavo's feeding tube, which was keeping her alive, was removed that

afternoon.

Fight continues afterwoman's

feedingtube removed, replaced
PINELLAS PARK, Fla. (CNS) —

As protestors held signs outside the

Pinellas Park Hospice, Terri Schiavo's

feeding tube was removed inside by or-

der of a circuit court judge Oct. 15.

The tube had kept Schiavo, a 39-

year-old Catholic woman, alive since a

1990 collapse, believed due to a potas-

sium imbalance, which left her with se-

\ere brain damage.

She has since become the subject of

a bitter battle between her husband,

who claimed further treatment was
useless and sought to have nutrition

and hydration ended, and her parents

and other relatives, who were fighting

to keep her alive.

Schiavo has no will or advance

health care directives, and her husband,

Michael Schiavo, had won $1.3 million

for her care but has had to be brought to

court to authorize routine treatment for

his wife's infections.

Michael Schiavo now has a child —
and a second one on the way — with

.

another woman but remained married

to Terri and in control of her medical

fund and her fate.

Despite the best efforts of Terri's

parents, the feeding tube — through

which she has received food and wa-

ter for the past 13 years — was re-

moved and she was expected to die

within two weeks.

But Oct. 20, the Florida House
passed a bill to give Gov. Jeb Bush

the power to have her feeding tube

restored. A Senate panel approved the

bill early Oct. 21 and a full Senate

vote was scheduled for that evening.

Meanwhile, a federal judge in Tampa,
Fla., turned down a state agency's

request to keep Schiavo alive while it

investigated whether removal of the

feeding tube could be considered a

form of abuse.

"Tragically, denial of basic suste-

nance to people with disabilities is nei-

ther unusual nor new in our country,"

the National Right to Life Committee

said in an Oct. 15 statement. "For

about two decades, the law in virtually

every state has decreed that 'surro-

gates' may authorize denial of treat-

ment to those who cannot speak for

themselves."

No medical consensus exists that

Terri Schiavo is in a persistent vegeta-

tive state.

"Over the last 13 years, Terri has

laughed with us, cried with us, talked

with us, and even tried to get out of

her chair," said her parents in an Oct.

13 statement. "The accusations that

Terri is in a coma or is a 'vegetable'

are a lie."

Msgr. Thaddeus Malanowski, a re-

tired jjriest of the Diocese of Norwich,

Conn., is a Schindler family friend and

fi-equent visitor to Terri Schiavo's bed-

side. Shortly after the feeding tube was

removed, he gave her the anointing of

the sick and touched a relic of Mother

Teresa of Calcutta to Schiavo's forehead,

cheek and throat.

The Florida Catholic bishops have

urged that artificial nutrition and hy-

dration be continued until "a more clear

understanding of her actual physical

condition" could be reached.

Poll: Believers say religion not to blame

for violence around world
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Even

though much of the world's violence is

often linked to religious beliefs, a new
survey of believers of the world's major

faiths says religion is not to blame.

And a consensus among the more

than 4,000 people worldwide who were

polled for the survey released Oct. 16 by

the polling firm Zogby International

and University of Rochester's religion

and classics department was that in-

creased religious practices within their

countries would only be a benefit.

The survey, conducted fi-om Janu-

ary through March this year in seven

countries, polled Russian Orthodox
Christians, South Korean Christians and

Buddhists, U.S. Catholics and Protes-

tants, Indian Hindus and Muslims, Is-

raeli Jews and Muslims, Saudi Arabian

Muslims and Peruvian Catholics. Also

included in the U.S. sample were those

who identified themselves as born-again

Christians.

Diocesan,
-^T- planner

ALBEMARLE VICARIATE

ALBEMARLE— The Forever Young Club of

Our Lady ofthe Annunciation Church, 4 1 6 N.

2nd St., meets the first Wednesday of each

month in the Family Life Center at 10 a.m.

For details, call Gerald Maiden
(704) 982-5261.

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE— The St. Francis of

the Hills Fraterniiy of the Secular Franciscan

Order meets the fourth Sunday ofeach month

3-5 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church,

208 7th Ave. West. Visitors and inquirers are

welcome. For more information, call Helen

Gillogly, SFO, at (828) 883-9645.

ASHEVILLE~ St. Joan ofArc Church, 919

Haywood Rd., will host a parish mission Nov.

2-4. The theme will be Forgivetiess, a Bridge to

New Life. The facilitators will be Deacon

Eddie Ensley and Deacon Robert Hermann,

contemplative brothers. Topics will include

"How life's losses can become stepping stones

to new beginnings," "How to forgive from the

heart" and "Recognizing the sacred moments

of our lives." Each session begins at 7 p.m.

For details call the church office at (828) 252-

3151.

BOONE VICARIATE

BOONE— St. Elizabeth ofthe Hill Country,

259 Pilgrims Way, will dedicate its new
columbarium on All Souls' Day, Nov. 2, fol-

,
lowing the 1 1 a.m. Mass. For more informa-

tion, e-mail Tom Bracken at

redfishy@intergate.com or call (828) 264-

John Zogby, founder and CEO of

Zogby International, said the study,

which is the first in a series on world

religions, would be "mined" for years to

come to more fully understand how
people's religious beliefs shape

their lives.

In India, a country torn by frequent

violence, 65 percent of Muslims and 55

percent of Hindus said they disagreed

that religion was the source of trouble

and unrest. In Israel, 90 percent ofMus-
lims and 44 percent of Jews also

disagreed. Eighty-one percent of Peru-

vian Catholics and 63 percent of U.S.

Catholics disagreed that religion

antagonized violence within countries.

U.S. Catholics and mainline Protes-

tants gave similar answers to many
questions. For example, 15 percent of

U.S. Catholics and 16 percent of U.S.

mainline Protestants said they

believed their religion offered the one

true path to God.

1445. This event will take place weather andjob

schedules permitting.

SPRUCE PINE—-St. Lucien Church, 695 Sum-

mit Ave., offers Adoration ofthe Blessed Sacra-

ment on the first Friday ofeach month following

the 9 a.m. Mass with benediction at 4 p.m.

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the Ora-

tory ofDivine Love Prayer Group in the parish

house the second and fourth Thursdays ofeach

month at 1 p.m. or 7 p.m. Please call (336) 372-

8846 for specific time.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— Catliolic Social Services will

host an infonnational meeting on their Adoption

Programs in Russia & China Oct. 25 at 2 p.m.

The meeting will be at the diocesan offices at

1123 South Church St.

CHARLOTTE— This fall's Theology on Tap

concludes Mon. Oct. 27 at Fuel Pizza on the

Green, 500 S. College St. Social hour begins at

6:30 p.m. and a featured .speaker will begin at

7:30 p.m. For details e-mail

Aschmidt@charlottediocese.org

CHARLOTTE— Father David Valtiera will

provide methods ofenrichment for all families in

"Family Spirituality" Oct, 27 at 7 p.m. at St.

Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd. Call Su-

san at (704) 362-5047, ext. 27 1 to register.

CHARLOTTE — Natural Family Planning

classes will begin Oct. 30 at 7:30 p.m. in the Life

Center, room 102, at St. Matthew Church, 80 1

5

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. For more informa-

tion, call Judy Townsend at (704) 846-6983.

Please reserve a space before Oct. 28.

MINT HILL— St Luke Pax Cliristi will spon-
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican nuncio to U.N. urges

Africans to guard 'autlientic vaiues'
UNITED NATIONS (CNS)— The

Vatican nuncio to the United Nations

warned Oct. 1 6 that Africans working for

the development of their continent should

resist indi\idualism and maintain "the

authentic values of Africa."

Archbishop Celestino Migliore em-
phasized "respect for the faniQy" as the

most significant of those values, and said

the extended African family reflected a

".sense of solidarity and community life."

'The Holy See is confident tliat Afinca

will always presei-ve tliis priceless cultiu^al

heritage and never succumb to the tempta-

tion to individualism, which is so foreign to

its best traditions," he said.

Archbishop Migliore spoke at a ses-

sion of the U.N. General Assembly de-

voted to the New Partnership for Africa's

Development, a program adopted by the

African Union and designed to express a

commitment by African governments to

:ofi pbtlucksupper and educational seminar on
the death penalty in North Carolina and the

Catholic Church's teaching on the issue. Pre-

senters include James Cooney, Esq. and Fr.

James Hawker. Cooney, an attorney in Char-
lotte, is active at the Center for Death Penalty
Litigation. Fr. Hawker is the pastor ofSt. Luke
Church. Tlie event will take place Nov. 8 at 6:30

pm in the St. Luke Family Life Center, 13700
Lawyers Rd. For details, call Laura Laney (704)
764-8169.

CHARLOTTE—A Wotnen 's Talk will be held

Oct. 29 at 7 p.m. at St. Vincent Church, 6828
Old Reid Rd. The speaker will be Father Bittner.

For more information, please call Peggy at

(704)588-7311.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — The Gaston Coalition for a

Moratorium Now (GCMN) will host a candle-

light vigil Nov. 6 in prayerful witness to the

scheduled Nov. 7 execution ofTimmy Keel. The
vigil will be held on the front lawn ofQueen of
the Apostles Church, 503 N. Main St. The pur-

pose is to honor the humanity ofthe murdered
victim and family as well as Keel and his family.

Following the ceremony, a GCMN spokesper-

son will present an update on the progress ofthe
proposed state resolution for a two-year mora-
torium on executions in North Carolina. For
more information, call George Burazer, (704)
822-6350.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GUILFORDCOUNTY—The Ancient Orderof
Hibernians Guilford County Division, the oldest

and largest order of Irish Catholic men, is look-

ing for more Irish Catholic men tojoin them for

meetings, educational seminars and social

events. Contact Michael Slane at (336) 665-9264
for time and location.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY — The annual ff'orld Community
Day ecumenical worship service will be held at

St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second St., Nov. 7 at 7

p.m. This year's theme is "Circles of Love."

Come and join us in extending our own circle

outward in peace for sake ofjustice. For details,

call Carole Marmorato at (828) 256-8956.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE— A supportgroup forparents

who have lost a child ofany age meets the second
Monday ofeach month at 7 p.m. at St. Therese
Ch urch, 217 Brawley School Rd. We draw
strength from others' experience of loss and

take more responsibility for improving

their own economies.

The progi-am was endorsed by the

General Assembly last year, and Secre-

tary-General Kofi Annan is scheduled to

set up a panel to advise him on what
African countries are doing to cai-ry out the

new partnership and how the interna-

tional community could help.

Archbishop Migliore said that "in tlie

face ofthe current marginalization ofAfrica"

and tlie General Assembly's action, the in-

ternational community had a duty to move
forwai'd vritli "a new pattern of solidarity

and cooperation between the wealthier na-

tions and the peoples ofAfrica"

Among steps he said the international

community should take was solving the

problem ofAfrica's foreign debt But he said

the program would "become fUly African"

only if it was manifested through African

values, particularly respect for the family.

grief. For more information, call .Toy at (704)
664-3992.

MOORESVILLE— The adult enrichment
program ofSt. Therese Church will present

"Andyou shall call him" Oct. 26 at 10: 15 a.m.

and Oct. 29 at 4:30 p.m. This class will exam-
ine the many names ofJesus and their origins.

See how the name ofone man and eHcitjoy and
tranquility in some people while bringing out
anger in others. For more information, call

Tom Calabro at (704) 664-7762.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE -— For seniors who have

difficulty attending Mass, there will be a Mass
and Anointing of the Sick by Rev. Dennis
McGowan \ l a.m.-l p.m. Nov. 6 at St. John
the Evangelist Church, 234 Church St.

(wheelchair accessible). RSVP to Dot Luce at

(828) 648-7369 or Beverly Vignochi at (828)

452-4249. Local transportation will be pro-

vided and lunch will follow. This event is

sponsored by the Senior Ministry.

WAYNESVILLE— St. John the Evangelist

Church ofiers Adoration ofthe Blessed Sacra-

tnmt the first Friday ofevery month following

the 9 a.m. Mass until 4: 1 5 p.m. For informa-

tion, call the church office at (828) 456-6707
or Christine Ryan at (828)926- 1331.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM— The Healing Com-
panions is a grief support group for the be-

reaved that meets the first and third Thurs-
days ofthe month in conference room B at St.

Leo the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave.

For further details, call Joanne Parcel at (336)

924-9478.

CLEMMONS— Holy Family Church, 4820
Kinnamon Rd., offer Eucharistic Adoration

every Thursday. Exposition begins at 6 p.m.

and benediction is at9 p.m.

LEXINGTON— Our Lady of the Rosary
Church, 619 South Main St., is sponsoring a

Parish Mission Oct. 26-29, hosted by
Franciscan Father Thomas Vigliotta. For
details, please call (336) 248-24'63.

Please submit notices of paristi

events for the Diocesan Planner

at least 15 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382.

Vatican asks English-speaking officials

to air translation concerns
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Con-

tinuing concerns over English-language

liturgical translations will be aired at a

Vatican meeting.

Nigerian Cardinal Francis Arinze,

prefect of the Congregation for Divine

Worship and the Sacraments, has in-

vited the presidents of English-speaking

bishops' conferences to the Oct. 23 meet-

ing that will focus on improving under-

standing and cooperation between bish-

ops' conferences, which approve liturgi-

cal texts, and the congregation, which
must authorize their use.

The liturgical texts used in most
English-speaking countries are devel-

oped by the International Commission
on English in the Liturgy, formed in

1963 by 1 1 bishops' conferences.

In 1999, Cardinal Jorge Medina
Esteves, the congregation's previous

prefect, ordered the revision of ICEL's

statutes, including a provision that the

Vatican approve the people employed to

develop the translations.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-

ops approved the revised statutes in June.

Other conferences have yet to vote on them
or, as in the case of New Zealand, have

made it clear they are opposed to doing so.

In addition, the congregation's 20()1

document, "Liturgiam Authenticam"
('The Authentic Liturgy"), .set out new
rules for such international commissions
and required that the commissions have

their statutes approved by the Holy See.

Some conferences have objected that

the document, in effect, estabiished new
laws, which overrode the Code of Canon
Law's precise indication that bishops'

conferences are responsible for liturgical

translations.

In addition to an explanation of the

role of "Vol Clara," a committee of En-
glish-speaking bishops who help e\alu-

ate the English texts that bishops' con-

ferences submit for approval, one of the

most practical concerns facing Cardinal

Arinze and the English-speaking bish-

ops is the preparation of a new Missal

containing the prayers for Mass.

Currently English-speaking Catho-

lics use a 1973 translation of the first

Latin Missal issued after the Second
Vatican Council; the proposed English

translation of the second Latin edition

was never approved by the congrega-

tion, and a translation of the third Latin

edition promulgated by Pope John Paul

II in 2002 is under way.

Reliving history

PHOTOS BY Joseph Purellc

NativeAmerican topicsdiscussedatconference

As members of the Qualla Boundary — Eastern Band of the Cherokee, John Toineeta

(above left) performs a Native American hoop dance and Freeman Owie (above

right) shares history of the Cherokee people at the Bishop Begley Conference on

Appalachia at Lake Junaluska Oct. 10-12. The conference, attended by 119 people

from 12 states, explored socio-economic concerns and church-funded and sponsored

programs addressing those concerns. The framework of the conference consisted

of plenary addresses on two pastoral letters by the U.S. bishops of Appalachia,

"This Land is Home to Me" and "At Home in the Web of Life," workshops and cultural

enrichment activities.

In this issue on page 14, Joe Purello writes about "The Trail of Tears," one of the

topics raised at the conference. Future issues will explore other topics raised at

the Bishop Begley Conference on Appalachia.

DIDYOU KNOW?
NO MASS ON ALL SAINTS DAY
This year, because All Saints Day, Nov. 1, falls on Saturday, the usual obligation of U.S.

Latin-rite Catholics to attend Mass that day is abrogated, said a July newsletter of the

bishops' Committee on Liturgy. However, the Mass obligation remains for the feast of

the Immaculate Conception, Dec. 8, even though that is a Monday.
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MINISTERING THROUGH MUSIC

St. John Neumann music

director wins national

recognition

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — R. Lance

Burnette, director of music for St. John

Neumann Church, has been awarded

the 2003 National Minister of Music

Award. Ten such awards are given out

annually by the National Religious Mu-
sic Week .\lliance, selected from thou-

sands of nominees from across the

United States.

Burnette was nominated by the

choir at St. John Neumann for his out-

standing contributions to the parish's

music ministry.

"It was a complete shock to find out

that I had won," Burnette said. "It's an

incredible feeling to know that people

care so much about this ministry."

"I am \ ery proud of what Lance has

brought to our parish and how it has

enhanced the quality of worship at St.

John Neumann Church," said Father

Thomas Meehan, pastor.

"He is a terrific individual and uses

his many gifts to make us into worship

leaders and enhancers," said Suzie

Nichols, a member of the choir. "Our

choir is very proud of his accomplish-

ments and how much he has buUt our

skills and enriched our church's level of

worship."

Burnette is currently in his fourth

year at St. John Neumann Church. He
serves as director of music for a folk

choir, traditional four-part harmony
main choir, as well as the youth and

children's choirs.

Having a pastor who is willing to

support the music ministry is critical,

Burnette said. When he was hired, the

church did not have even a piano or

organ. With Father Meehan's support,

the church now has both.

"Not only is Lance a pleasure to

listen to, but he also makes the choir a

rewarding way to give back to God and

our congregation," said Nichols. "He con-

stantly reminds us that we are singing

to enrich and lead the worship service—
not singing to give a grand performance,

emphasizing that we are to impress the

Lord, not just his people."

The church had struggled for many
years with maintaining a choir. With
Burnette's leadership, many parishio-

ners were motivated to join the choir.

The choir has grown from one

member to 1 8. Nichols said Burnette has

a charismatic gift that lends itself to ev-

ery balancing act he must endure.

"Lance spends countless hours plan-

ning, organizing and practicing,"

Nichols said. "He strives to be the best as

well as make us our best — all for the

glory of God."

Burnette said he hopes the music

ministry will continue to grow as it has

the past three years. For Advent, he is

planning a festival of lessons and carols,

a large undertaking for a young music

program.

"Lance is a gifted musician and

leader who uses his gift for praising God
and enriching church worship," Nichols

said. "He has truly changed the quality

and quantity of music at our church,

even the sound coming from the congre-

gation— no small task for Catholics."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans,

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Song and dance at OLC

Photos m Stephen Uzzell

Liturgical dancers accompanied the Our Lady of Consolation Gospel Choir in a

formal concert at the 'church in Charlotte Oct 12.

CoURTfSV PHOTO

Augustinian Father Thomas Meehan, pastor of St. John Neumann Church, presents

to R. Lance Burnette, director of music, the 2003 National Minister of Music Award.

Supplemental Health Care
STAFFING SPECIALISTS

is proud to announce the opening of o

new allied health division in North Carolinal

PTs and OTs up to $36/hr

PTAs and COTAs up to $30/hr

Speech Therapists up to $40/hr

Per diem and contracts available

Contact me today to find out what
Supplemental Health Care has to offer you!

Deena Taylor

Toll free (877) 781-9565

Fax (919) 781-9564

Dtaylor@supplementa I health. conn

Visit our website: www.ncolliedstaffing.conn
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Spreading the love ofJesus
Wbmen's Guild distributes funds to many
HENDERSONVILLE — The

Women's Guild of Immaculate Concei>

tion Church held its second Presentation

Luncheon Oct. 16, to distribute funds

raised through a rummage sale and

fashion show lield last spring.

Beneficiaries of the fashion show in-

cluded the Meals on Wheels program of

the Council on Aging of Hendersonville,

Immaculata School and Immaculate

Conception Church. The three-day rum-

mage sale, held annually for more than

20 years to benefit the church and chari-

ties, raised approximately $7,500.

Dr. Dorice Narins, president of the

Women's Guild, presented checks to

representatives of several organizations,

including Bill Meehan, principal of

Immaculata School, which received

funds for scholarships. Meehan ex-

pressed his thanks for the many years of

support provided by the Women's
Guild. .

Immaculate Conception Church
also received a check, plus a contribution

for the Good Samaritan Ministry, which

helps the needy of the parish and the

community.

The Women's Guild made a dona-

tion to the diocesan seminarian fund and

to a Franciscan brother now studying

for the priesthood. In addition to the

financial support. Women's Guild mem-
bers regularly remember religious in

their prayers.

Representatives of Mainstay, Heal-

ing Place, Storehouse, the Make-A-Wisli

Foundation, Operation L.A.M.B. of the

Knights of Columbus and Catholic

Charities were also present to receive

checks.

For the second year, the Women's
Guild sponsored a grandmother in

Bogota, Colombia through the Christian

Foundation for Children and Aging.

Support by the guild enables the founda-

tion to give the woman clothing and

food, and opportunities to join social ac-

tivities. Guild members regularly send

her short letters, group pictures and

small gifts. She responds to the letters

and prays for the members of the guild,

as they continue to pray for her.

Also for the second year, the

Women's Guild made a donation to

Alaska Radio, an award-winning station

that transmits religious programs and

general programs to the widely scat-

tered people living in northern Alaska.

Through the Maryknoll sisters, the

OPERATION

ISTMAS
HILD

You can reach needy children worldwide with the wonder of Christmas by filling

a sinnple shoe box with small gifts and toys. Since 1993 Operation Christmas

Child has brought Christmas joy and the Gospel message to millions of boys

and girls in over 1 1 0 countries. Call (704) 583-1463 or e-mail

occcarolmas@samaritan.org today to get involved.

(800) 353-5949

FRANKLIN GRAHAM
President, S;i(T)aritaiis Purse

www.samarit3iispurse.org

Women's Guild donated funds to help a

village rebuild houses destroyed by

Hurricane Mitch in 1998. This year, on

the recommendation of Sister Theresa

Mangieri, the funds will help sisters in

Zimbabwe build a .school for AIDS or-

phans.

Donations were also made to Food
for the Poor and the Walk for Hunger.

The annual luncheon is not the only

time the Guild donates money to chari-

table organizations. Throughout the

year, the women collect toiletries for

Mainstay, a shelter for battered women.
At a September meeting, pet food

was collected in honor of St. Francis of

Assisi for needy people with pets. At a

Christmas luncheon, baby clothes and

diapers were given to the local health

department. For the first time this year,

the Women's Guild donated books to

the Boys and Girls Club summer read-

ing program, which is run by a local

bookstore.

At the October luncheon, the

Women's GuUd also recognized two of its

CouRrESY Photo

The Women's Guild of Immaculate

Conception Church presented checks

to representatives of various

organizations during the presentation

luncheon Oct. 1 6.

own as Woman of the Year. Usually one

woman is recognized for her contribu-

tions to the guild and the church; how-

ever, two women— both past presidents

— were recognized this year due to their

unique efforts: Evelyn Bree, for her many
contributions over* the years; and Kit

Daly, for her overall contribution to the

guild and her outstanding work on the

pictorial directory of the pai-ish.

For the children

Courtesy Photo

Father Eric Kowalski, administrator of Holy Angels Church in Mount Airy, stands

with Knights of Columbus during the blessing of the new parish memorial to

unborn children Sept. 1 4.

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• 'We Install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC • (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinos
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AGING WITH GRACE

Upcoming conference to

feature 'Nun Study' results
HENDERSONVILLE — Strate-

gies for reducing age-related illness and

helping seniors to remain independent

for a longer time will be offered to the

region's aging population and those who
serve them at the "Aging with Grace:

New Frontiers — Research to Practice"

conference in Hendersonville Nov. 3-5.

Keynote speaker will be David

Snowdon, author of "Aging with Grace:

WTiat the Nun Study Teaches Us About

Leading Longer, Healthier and More
Meaningful Lives."

Snowdon, a professor in the neurol-

ogy department at the University of Ken-

tucky, will share his experience as direc-

tor of the nationally known School Sisters

of Notre Dame Health and Aging Study

— and unofficially known as the Nun
Study — a longitudinal study of health

and aging that focused on 678 members

of the School Sisters ofNoti-e Dame.

Findings of the nun study have

been featured on CNN, NBCs 'Today

Show" and ABC's "Nightline," among
other television programs. Stories on the

study have also appeared in the New
York Times, Chicago Tribune, Wash-
ington Post and Wall Street Journal

newspapers, and Time, Newsweek and

National Geographic magazines.

Idealsubjects

A shared lifestyle and careful record

keeping through the years made the

group of elderly nuns ideal subjects for a

major research project on Alzheimer's

disease. The program involved almost

700 volunteers ft-om the order's seven

U.S. provinces. All were 77 or older.

Participants were being assessed

annually on their mobility and memory.

In addition, they agreed to donate brain

tissue to be examined after their death.

Getting volunteers for the project

was easy, provincial councilor Sister

Carol Ann Collins told the St. Louis Re-

view, archdiocesan newspaper. Many
sisters, long accustomed to serving oth-

ers, welcome a chance to help toward an

understanding of what happens to the

Alzheimer's patient and how to prevent

the disea.se.

"They want to continue to teach

people during the latter part of their life

when they may not be able to speak or

be totally disabled and after their death

they continue to want to be of service,"

said Snowdon. 'They just won't quit."

The study's primary focus was on

Alzheimer's, but the underlying theme

was an examination of factors connected

with aging, "accelerated aging as well as

successful aging," said Snowdon.

The project was "like an 80-year-

long study following a group of 20-year-

old women throughout their adult life

and particularly concentrating on what

happens to the survivors in old age."

He said information available in the

community's archives helped in an in-

vestigation of what factors determine

which of the women entering at age 20,

died 10, 20 or 30 years later and which

of them have maintained their mental

CNS PHOTO BY Martin Lueders

Sister Mary Virgina Geiger of Baltimore, an 11 -year member of the Nun Study,

combats the old-age stereotype today by maintaining an active writing schedule.

Findings of the study include the observable benefits of early education and living

in community, as evidenced in the lifestyles of the School Sisters of Notre Dame.

and physical function to age 90 or older.

"We're not just looking at function

in old people. Aging is something that

occurs across the whole adult life span,"

said Snowdon.

He began pilot studies for the project

in the late 1980s as an epidemiologist at

the University of Minnesota, working

with nuns in Mankato. He recognized

they were a unique population for re-

search because the nuns had lived in

community most of their lives, ate the

same meals, had equal access to educa-

tion and health care and, for the most

part, were engaged in the same occupa-

tion of teaching.

In 1992, Snowdon and a team of

scientists organized the nun study

project at the University of Kentucky's

Sanders-Brown Center on Aging. He re-

ceived more than $1 million from the

National Institute on Aging and expects

the study to be funded by several more

millions of dollars.

Alzheimer's is a progressive, age-re-

lated incurable illness involving memory
disorder. In the mid-1990s, more than 4

million Americans were said to be af-

flicted, including more than 1 1 percent of

those over age 65. That jumped to 25 or

more percent oftho.se over 85.

Sisters appear to be "an exception-

ally long-lived population," said

Snowdon. "Their increases in life expect-

ancy throughout the century have in-

creased at dramatic rates," more so than

the general population of women.

In his earlier studies, Snowdon com-

pared sisters of similar age and a wide

range of function — from those who
were bedridden and confused to those

stiU working full time. He found that

those with a higher degree of education

lived approximately four years longer

with better mental and physical func-

tioning than those who did not.

"We can see that this difference in

health between the high and low (educa-

tion level) started when they were in

their 20s and it's there in their 30s," he

"The mountains shall yield peace

for the people." Psalm 72:3

JESUIT HOUSE OF PRAYER
HOT SPRINGS, NC

Welcoming all Christians seeking

prayer and quiet in a busy life

Situated in the heart of Pisgah National

Forest, the area's peace and beauty

offer the perfect haven for quiet

^^^praye^ and reflection^ SU^t^

Ighatian directed retreats

Private retreats

Group retreats
\\

"^^^Call: 828-622-7366
e-mail: vpaul@maclison.main.nc.us

said. "There are differences in their mor-

tality and it goes on throughout their

whole adult life."

At every age between 20 and 95, he

reported that the less-educated sisters

had twice the mortality rates of the more
educated.

"Education in general is a very, very

crude marker of many things, including

intelligence and early-lite socioeconomic

status," said Snowdon. In the general

population, lower education may be associ-

ated witli various factors, such as poor diet,

higher levels of stress and underemploy-

ment, and lack of health care, but witli tlie

nuns those factors are not an issue.

Ongoing benefits

Organizers say the "Aging With
Grace" conference is an effort to ensure

the region's aging population will expe-

rience a high quality of life with in-

creased independence and extended lon-

gevity. The conference will provide mul-

tiple opportunities for professionals and

adults of all ages to explore effective

strategies for postponing age-related

disabilities through lifestyle and public

policy.

'There is no doubt that our popula-

tion is aging, and the trend is especially

evident in the Southeast," said John

Bardo, chancellor of Western Carolina

University, which is presenting the con-

ference. "How we manage the aging

trend wUl make an enonnous difference

to our region."

The conference is designed to be of

interest to professionals who work with

the elderly, adult children of aging par-

ents and everyone interested in living a

longer, healthier life.

"If we can keep seniors healthy and

active longer, community life and our

economy wUl be the richer for it," said

Bai-do. "Failing to do so wUl have enor-

mous social and economic consequences."

Catholic News sei'vice contributed

to this story

WANT TO GO?

The "Aging With Grace" conference

will take place at the Kanuga Con-

ference Center in Hendersonville

Nov. 3-5. Snowdon's presentation be-

gins the conference at 7:30 p.m. Nov.

3 (after a 5:30 p.m. social and 6:15

p.m. dinner). For more information,

call (828) 694-1829 or visit http://

cess.wcu.edu/aging.

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

Mc
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

AAint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291
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Benedictine Father Kieran Neilson distributes communion during Mass at the Senior

Fall Day of Reflection at St. Mark Church Oct. 9. The event gave seniors the

opportunity to focus on their Catholic faith and commune with other seniors.

Reflections on faith

SENIORS, from page 1

Recent studies have shown that

faith, love and laughter are important

factors in living a longer, more fulfilling

life. According to the Web site Senior

World Online, University of California-

Berkeley scientists studied 8,000 men
and women and found death rates were

two to three times lower for those who
had social ties, such as healthy relation-

ships and deep religious beliefs.

Father Neilson stressed all of these

aspects during the Day of Reflection.

"I've always had a love for the eld-

erly and the young," said Father Neilson,

who serves as chaplain to the students of

Belmont Abbey College. "Sometimes we
forget about the elderly."

Punctuating his address with frequent

jokes. Father Neilson said laughter is great

therapy. However, he first and foremost

urged the seniors to pray every day.

"We can't pray just when we feel like

it; we have to pray every day," he said.

Urging special attention to the ro-

sary. Father Neilson noted the rosary is a

prayer for all seasons. "It is never out of

date and is always appropriate because it

is a meditation on Christ."

You don't have to pray the rosary

perfectly, or read Scripture with com-
plete concentration. Father Neilson ex-

plained. However, it is important to take

the time and effort to pray, and to "get

back on track" when you get distracted

from your prayers.

"We fail, we make mistakes," he said.

"God knows how many mistakes we
make." As it is written in the Our Father,

we are forgiven by God to the extent that

we forgive others. Father Neilson said.

"God is perfection; there is no hate in

God," he continued. "Hate is in man.

Jesus can change us, if we want to be

changed."

Father Neilson congratulated the

audience for their long-lasting mar-
riages. "The bonds of marriage are a

good investment only when the interest

is kept up," he said.

According to Father Neilson, selfish-

ness is one of the greatest problems in

today's society, leading to the breakdown

of maiTiage and other problems. "Two
selfish people can't make the sacrifices

necessary for the vocation of marriage,"

he said.

In his homily. Father Neilson en-

couraged the congregation to pray for an

increase in faith. "God will bless us in his

terms," he said. "God will never be out-

done in his generosity."

"Seniors are the backbone of our

ministry," said Breakfield. 'This growing

population is full of individuals that we
look to for insight and wisdom."

Contact Staff"Writer Karen A. Evans by

calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

Sister of Mercy professes

perpetual vows
BELMONT — Joann Margaret

Ury professed her perpetual vows in the

Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of the

Americas, Regional Community of

North Carolina Oct. 18.

Mercy Sister Joann, originally from

Ottawa, Ohio, moved to Charlotte in

January 1977 with her husband, John, a

radio newscaster. When her husband

died unexpectedly a year later, Joann

remained in Charlotte and eventually

founded her own company, Joann Ac-

counting and Bookkeeping Services.

Always an active member of St.

John Neumann Church in Charlotte,

Joann began working with Laotian and

Vietnamese refugees, taking care of the

church books and visiting shut-ins.

During her volunteer work, Joann came
in contact with several Sisters of Mercy
who worked in the adult education pro-

gram at the church — Mercy Sister

Donna Marie Vaillancourt, Mercy Sister

Brigid McCarthy and Mercy Sister

Carolyn Mary Coll.

"They always seemed joyful in ev-

erything they did," said Sister Joann.

"They were out there among the people."

Several years later, the thought of

becoming a women religious began to

appeal to Joann. However, she didn't act

upon the calling until 1996, when she

entered as a candidate. For two years,

she lived in the community whUe con-

tinuing to run her business. In 1 998, she

moved on to the novitiate level, spending

a year exploring a wide variety of minis-

tries. A second year of study was spent

at the Collaborative Novitiate in St.

I^)uis, Mo., where she spent time explor-

ing the deep and committed in\'ol\e-

ment necessary to be a Sister of Mercy.

On Oct. 7, 2(XX), she publicly pro-

fessed her first vows. From that time on,

she has done double duty, serving in

pastoral care by working with the .senior

sisters at Marian Center in Belmont and

visiting shut-ins from St. Michael
Church in Gastonia.

"The profession of vows by an indi-

vidual sister is a celebration of the whole

religious community, in which we
gather to praise God who loves us, and

by this profession, witness to God's pres-

ence in all creation, particularly in the

church," said Mercy Sister Rosalind Pi-

cot, president of the Sisters of Mercy
Regional Community of North Carolina.

During several years of Sister

Joann's formation, Mercy Sister Pauline

Clifford served as her spiritual director

and mentor.

"It was my privilege to mentor
Joann, beginning with her entrance into

the Sisters of Mercy and to help her

learn about religious life and the Sisters

of Mercy," said Sister Pauline.

"Joann brings to our community a

great compassion and love of people,

which is rooted in her deep love of God,"

she said. "She has an innate respect for

the dignity of each person. We, the Sis-

ters ofMercy, and the church are blessed

to have Joann as a vowed member will-

ing to give her life to God and to God's

people."

Courtesy Photo

Mercy Sister Joann Ury receives a solemn blessing from Mercy Sister M. Rosalind

Picot, president of the Regional Community of N.C., and from Mercy Institute

Leadership Team member, Mercy Sister Patricia McDermott.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Two tough questions

on Christianity

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: OCT. 26, 2003

REVIEWED BY PATRICK J. HAYES
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

It is sometimes said that we know

more about Jesus than his contemporar-

ies ever could. These two books cut

through the accretions of centuries of

commentary to an understanding of

Jesus in his own milieu and in ours.

Bishop N.T. Wright, the great Brit-

ish New Testament scholai- and newly

appointed Anglican bishop of Durham,

England, and Father Jacques Dupuis, a

French Jesuit who taught theolog}' in

India and later at the Gregorian Uni\'er-

sity in Rome, tackle two of the most

x'exing problems in Christology: How
can we understand the Resurrection?

And, how can Christianity dialogue

TH E RESURRECTION
oi- i iiE SON 01' GOD

'The Resurrection of the Son of

God," by Bishop N.T. Wright. Vol.

3 of "Christian Origins and the

Question of God." Augsburg For-

tress Press (Minneapolis, 2003).

817 pp., $49.00.

"Christianity and the Religions:

Fronn Confrontation to Dialogue,"

by Jesuit Father Jacques Dupuis.

Orbis Books (Maryknoll, N.Y.,

2002). 276 pp., $30.00.

with other religious traditions and also

say that Jesus is the way of salvation?

In 'The Resurrection of the Son of

God," the third pillar in a series of

equally lengthy volumes on Christian

origins. Bishop Wright shows that there

is a compelling case for the Resurrection.

His scholarship — unmatched by

most New Testament scholars today—
explains the happenings on Easter

morning through a close inspection of

the ideas of life after death and "appear-

ances" in the Hellenistic world of first-

century Palestine. He then moves
through the .scriptural evidence to deci-

pher how early Christians could hold

out "hope beyond death." Finally, he

looks at the noncanonical literature of

the apostolic fathers and others.

All of this is preliminary grounding

before entering into the Easter nairatives

themselves, which comes in part four (at

page 587!). After supplying a tentative

summary, he poses a crucial question:

"Where did Resurrection show up in

what the early Christians haliitually did?

Briefly and broadly, tliey behaved as if

they were in some important senses al-

ready li\'ing in God's new creation."

His masterfiil concluding chapter on

how early Christians could call the resur-

rected Jesus "Son ofGod" sets up a future

volume. The scholai-ship is extremely so-

phisticated — bibliogi-aphy and indexes

swell to 80 pages of small type— but this

book is accessible to the layperson.

Bishop Wright's question leads to

those of Fatlier Dupuis. Does the com-

pelling case for the Resurrection lead the

believer to hold a "Christocentric" or

"ecclesiocentric" view of salvation, where

Christ and his church are the exclusive

mediators for eternal life? Father Dupuis
— and the Second Vatican Council —
say no. Indeed, while Jesus makes the

divine-human link more intimate, other

religions have their own role to play in

the economy of salvation.

In his book, "Christianity and the

Religions: From Confrontation to Dia-

logue," Father Dupuis says a theology of

religions based on dialogue is needed.

This is not always easy, even when the

parties observe conventions of respect.

For starters. Father Dupuis argues

that there is no substitute for a proper

understanding of one's own faith tradi-

tion. For many, this will demand a shift

in perspective when reading the Scrip-

tures or a new assessment and applica-

tion of the magisterial teaching on other

religions. It might also mean pushing

the "pause" button on zeal in defending

the faith.

In 1998 the Congregation for the

Doctrine of the Faith asked Father

Dupuis to clarify his position on this

point. The congregation, as a guardian of

faith and a promoter of the Gospel, has

questions when prominent theologians

seem to question the Lord's mandate to

"go and teach all nations." In a postscript

to this book Father Dupuis explains that

the examination by the congregation

reached a happy conclusion.

I found this to be one of the best

treatments of religious pluralism cur-

rently available.

Holiday Celebrations—zvith—
The Pampered Chef*

Vie Kitchen Store

That Comes To Your Door
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Fund-raisers

Individual Orders

Booi( a holiday show or place an order

before Dec. 10 and receive a free gift.

Teresa R. Scott

Independent Kitchen Consultant

704-814-9101

Oct. 26, Thirtieth Sunday

in Ordinary Time

' Cycle B Readings:

1) Jeremiah 31:7-9

Psalm 1-26: 1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6

2) Hebrews 5:1-6

3) Gospel: Mark 10:46-52

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

It is almost cinematic, this scene

Mark paints for us in Sunday's Gos-

pel. Bartimaeus, the blind beggar, sits

outside the city gates, wrapped in a

cloak to ward off the dust of the road.

His ears catch the tumult of the crowd

following Jesus. He turns his sightless

eyes toward the noise, expectantly.

Perhaps he hears the name of

Jesus shouted out by the enthusiastic

swarm of onlookers; perhaps a friend

whispers it to him over the noise. His

desperation to see and his hope in

Jesus' power embolden him to shout

out his affliction and his need. The
anguished longing of his cries

pierces the excited conversation sur-

rounding Jesus.

For a moment, silence falls. Then
angry voices all shout at once, trying

to drown him out.

Were they just killjoys, these self-

appointed protectors of Jesus who

hoped to silence Bartimaeus' cries? -

Were they civic boosters, embar-
rassed that a beggar was accosting

the famous visitor to their city? Did

they fear that their moment in the

limelight with Jesus would be

eclipsed by this dramatic plea?

Whatever their motives, the ploy

backfires, as Bartimaeus calls out all

the more forcefully. In the end, the

goodness and mercy of Jesus over-

come the meanness and self-interest

of the naysayers. In spite of them-

selves, they convey his message to the

beggar and bring him to Jesus. With
a word, the blind man's longing is

fulfilled, he receives his sight and the

freedom that goes with it.

Immediately, Mark tells us, he

followed him on the way.

May God make of us who are his

disciples willing partners in Christ's

ministry of healing, bringing to him

all those in need. May he. give us the

grace to be as bold as Bartimaeus in

facing our infirmities and voicing our

need. May he move us, when we re-

ceive his many blessings, to follow

him more faithfully.

Questions:

Who do I know that might need my
help in coming to church or to other places

of healing? What is one infirmity for

which I need help in seeking healing?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 26 - NOVEMBER 1

Sunday (Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Jeremiah 31:7-9, Hebrews 5:1-6, Mark 10:46-52; Mon-

day Romans 8:12-17, Luke 13:10-17; Tuesday (Sts. Simon and Jude), Ephesians 2:19-22, Luke 6:12-

19; Wednesday, Romans 8:26-30, Luke 13:22-30; Thursday, Romans 8:31-39, Luke 13:31-35; Friday,

Romans 9:1-5, Luke 14:1-6; Saturday (All Saints Day), Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14, 1 John 3:1-3, Matthew

5:1-12

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 2 - NOVEMBER 8

Sunday (All Souls Day), Isaiah 25:6-9, Romans 6:3-9, John 6:37-40; Monday (St. Martin de Porres),

Romans 11:29-36, Luke 14:12-14; Tuesday (St. Charles Borromeo), Romans 12:5-16, Luke 14:15-24;

Wednesday, Romans 13:8-10. Luke 14:25-33; Thursday, Romans 14:7-12, Luke 15:1-10; Friday,

Romans 15:14-21, Luke 16:1-8; Saturday, Romans 16:3-9, 16, 22-27, Luke 16:9-15

Jeaiurecf^uesi

David Snowdon, author of Aging-
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November 3-5, 2003
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GOOD GOD

1 2 3 4 5 6

1
7 8 9

10 12 ^13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41

43 44 45

46 48 49

50 1 52

ROCKING AND RELIGIOUS

ACROSS
I Exec's palm pilot entry

5 Pagoda

7 Money machine

10 Spanish painter

II Russian ruler

13 Cereal

14 All-powerful

17 Actor Michael

18 _ fixe

19 Omniscient

22 Mauna

23 To be Latin

24 Chips

28 Proper partner

30 Nile River island

.31 Greek body

32 Pain

36 Chinese unicorn

37 Immutable

40 NOAA picture

42 American poet

43 Oil

46 School organization

47 Penny

48 Egyptian goddess

50 Dad's partner

51 Oz character

52 Jacob's twin

DOWN

MOVING?
Take us with you!

Please help us reduce postal fees and
give us your NEW address (or cancella-

tion notice) BEFORE you move.

Ifyou have your address label,

include that, too.

Name

Old address

Old city zip

NEW address

NEW dty/state zip

Date of move/cancellation:

Mail changes to:

The Catholic News & Herald
'

Address Changes
1123 S. Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Or e-mail this info to:

catholicnews@ charlottediocese.org

Thank you.

1 Unit of electricity

2 3.14...

3 "I will you Lord among the nations"

(psalm 18)

4 Japanese Playstation 2 game
5 "The of Pooh"

6 " Me" (Jars of Clay)

7 Tops

8 Bewitched boss

9 Everest

11 Greek island

12 Erupts

15 Broadway musical number

16 First name in American writers

19 Swiss mountains

20 Spanish parrot

21 That is

25 "Bow down to the Lord, splendid

in " (psalm 96)

26 Norse god

27 Yin opposite

29 Polish Lake

32 Electric current

33 " of Fools"

34 Ghost role

35 -thermic

38 Dorothy to 51 Across

39 Lamp dweller

40 Holy Roman Emperor

41 Travesty

44 Est ending

45 Chung Chi (Chinese mathematician)

46 Second part of day

49 US state (abbr)
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Joey Gaydos Jr. poses for a photo with Felician Sister Virginia Gola, principal at St.

Stephen Elementary School in New Boston, Mich. The seventh-grade guitar player

stars as Zack in the current movie, "School of Rock."

Catholic seventh-grader hits

high note in 'Schooi of Rocli'
BY MICHELLE ZOTTER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW BOSTON, Mich. — Playing

tJie guitar is also the means he uses to

pray, said 12-year-old Joey Gaydos Jr.,

who recently encountered fame through

his role as Zack in the current hit movie

"School ofRock."

Joey, a seventh-grader at St. Stephen

Elementary School in New Boston, south-

west of Detroit, says he feels the most

spiritual when his fingers move across the

strings of a guitar. "Jimi Hendrix, (Led)

Zeppelin and Ozzy (Osbourne) are my
(musical) role models," he told The Michi-

gan Catholic, newspaper of the Detroit

Archdiocese.

As a result of his 2002 guitar per-

formance at Dayjams, a music camp in

Ann Arbor, he won the role of Zack,

the lead guitar player in "School of

Rock," starring Jack Black. The film

was the top ticket at the box office in

its first weekend of release.

"He's so talented," said his mother,

Margie, a parishioner at St. Stephen. "It's

funny now to look back. ... Even at age 2

and 3, we have Joey on tape walking

around with a toy guitar making up

songs, singing 'Hey baby!'"

She was on her way home from a

hair salon last year when she received the

call that her son got the part

"I cried instantly," she recalled. "Joey

was so excited. To have other people rec-

ognize him in a wider realm is really

satisfying."

Although Joey was gone from school

while filming from September to Decem-
ber last year, his teachers at St. Stephen

worked with tutors on the set who helped

Joey keep up with his homework.

"We would Fed Ex his home-
work," said Kathy Krajewski, who
teaches language arts. "We'd check it

and send it back. He was really great

with his homework."

Felician Sister Virginia Gola, the

principal, stresses the importance of fme

arts in any educational setting, and Joey

is a prime example. "We encourage chU-

dren to develop their talents and to bring

them out more," she said. Besides musici

talent, she said, she definitely sees acting

talent in Joey.

Sister Gola, who saw "School of

Rock" in its first week out said she "really

enjoyed it ... weD, except for a few inappro-

priate words."

The U.S. bishops' Office for Film &
Broadcasting classified the movie A-III

— adults, for "some crude humor and

language, as well as several drug refer-

ences." The Motion Picture Association of

America rating is PG-13 — parents are

strongly cautioned. Some material may
be inappropriate for children under 13.

Not being in a classroom setting was

something Joey missed, but Krajewski

said the boy still learned a lot because "he

really had to juggle his time. He's really

self-motivated."

She added that his fellow classmates

treat him like everybody else: "He doesn't

have a big head," she said.

Despite his newfound fame, there are

still the everyday activities he is obligated

to do, Joey said. "I still live in the same

house, I still do the same everything," he

explained. This includes taking out the

trash and washing dishes, something his

mom says he could still improve on.

As far back as he can remember in his

12 years, his passion has always been

music. Wliere his ftiture is concerned, he

said, 'There's not even a doubt— it will

always be with music."

"If I never do any more acting again,

I'm glad 1 had the experience," added

Joey, who said he tries to play tlie guitar

for at least two hours every day. 'That's

just w hat I do."

To promote the movie, Joey has al-

ready appeared on "The View," 'The To-
night Show With Jay Leno," and "Regis

and Kelly." He's scheduled to go to the

United 1-ungdom for more "School ofRock"

promotions wlien the film opens there.
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Dancers from Rince Na h' Eireann School of Traditional Irish Dance are among the

dancers that will participate in the 4th Annual Feis (Irish Dance Competition) at

the Charlotte University Hilton Oct. 24-25. More than 700 students have registered

to compete and more than 1300 spectators are expected to be in attendance.

Toe-tapping fun
Charlotte to host annual Irish dance

CHARLOTTE — Rince Na h'

Eireann School of Traditional Irish

Dance will host its 4th Annual Feis

(Irish dance competition) Oct. 24-25.

More than 700 students have regis-

tered to compete and more than 1,300

spectators are expected to be in atten-

dance.

"We are very excited about host-

ing our 4th annual competition," said

Sandra Connick, school founder.

"Over the past few years, attendance

has more than doubled and Charlotte

has provided an enthusiastic and wel-

coming community for this growing

cultural event."

Rince Na h* Eireann school has

over 300 students from five studios

located throughout the Carolinas.

The schools' talented dancers include

the current Boys Southern Regional

Champion as well as many other

dedicated and equally as gifted solo

and team dancers. Many of these stu-

dents traveled to Ireland for the

Annual Irish Dance World Champi-

onships held in April.

The annual feis will feature more
than just dancing — this year, two

musical competitions featuring ama-

teurs and professionals from across

the southeast region will be held.

Competitions include traditional

Irish instrumentals, singing and

speaking. New this year for accom-

plished musicians and vocalists is the

Carolinas championship for the Irish

fiddle, flute, whistle and song.

WANT TO GO?

The feis will be held at the Char-

lotte University Hilton at 7 p.m. on

Friday, Oct. 24 and at 8 a.m. on

Saturday, Oct. 25. The music

competitions are free on Friday,

and admission is $8 on Saturday,

free to children under 18. For more

information, contact Casey Corser

at (704) 752-1147 or visit

www.rincenaheireann.com.

HELP!
The Catholic News & Herald is cleaning

. up the mailing list and we need your help!

If you are receiving more than one copy of this newspaper

each week, please help us reduce costs by letting us know.

Call (704) 370-3333 any time
— leave a message and please spell your name,

or email: catholicnews@eharlottediocese.org

or write; 1 123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!

^Building the Kingdom' at Our
Lady of the Annunciation

ALBERMARLE— A new series of

suggestions for Cliristians in a changing

world is coming to Albemarle.

"A unique and dynamic opportunity

for personal growth and spiritual re-

newal is being offered to all members of

the commimity," said Father Lawrence

Heiney, pastor of Our Lady of the An-
nunciation Church.

"Building the Kingdom in a Chang-

ing World" is the newest in a series of

Isaiah Parish Missions presented na-

tionally and presented by Father Peter

Jarainillo from Kansas City at the

church in November.

A professional Catholic evangelist,

Father Jaramillo will offer down-to-

earth, practical suggestions for believers

to cope in the midst of a radically and

rapidly changing world.

"The emphasis of the mission at Our

Lady of the Annunciation is not to offer

solutions, or to 'fix' anything, or to place

blame anywhere for the wide range of

crises that have assaulted us since Sept.

11, 2003, but to enable Christians to

identify, name and deal with their feel-

ings," said Ann Rowe, parish mission

coordinator.

Isaiah Parish Missions, part of

Isaiah Ministries, Inc., are designed to

continue after the four mission days, ac-

cording to information provided by Fa-

ther Heiney. A six-week follow-up semi-

nar, "Christ the Cornerstone: Christians

Coping in a World of Chaos and Confu-

sion," will begin the week following the

mission with parishioners as facilitators.

The Isaiah Parish Mission was fu-st

offered at St. Ann Church in Hempstead,

N.H., in 1984. To date, Isaiah Parish

SALE: Further reductions

through October!!

Mon-Fri 9:30arn-9:30pt!i
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Carolina
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Ministries has presented nearly 1,100

missions in 142 dioceses in 49 states and

several provinces in Canada. Sequels to

the mission were necessitated when par-

ishes began to invite back facilitators for

additional series.

The content and ritual of the mis-

sions are based on Scripture, Vatican II

theology, various papal and Episcopal

documents, sound adult education prin-

ciples and lived experience. Unlike typi-

cal parish missions of the past, where a

priest comes and goes, Isaiah Missions

involves the laity in collaborative minis-

try training, formation and adult reli-

gious education before, during and after

the mission.

Our Lady of the Annunciation,

formed as a parish in 1934, serves indi-

viduals, families and communities in

Stanly and Montgomery counties

through a variety of parish ministries

and partnerships with area churches

and civic organizations.

WANT TO GO?

"Building the Kingdom in a Chang-

ing World" will be presented at Our
j

Lady of the Annunciation Church, 416

N. 2nd Street in Albermarle, 7-8 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 9-Wednesday, Nov. 11

.

Childcare is available. For more in-
|

formation, contact Ann Rowe at
*

(336) 461-5141.
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Pope creates 30 cardinals,

asks them to be 'fearless

witnesses'
BY JOHN THAVIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — In a ceremony

that combined solemn tradition and tlie

cheers of the faithful, Pope John Paul II

created 30 new cai'dinals and asked tliem

to be "fearless witnesses of Christ and his

Gospel" on every continent

The liturgy Oct. 21 in a sunlit St.

Peter's Square highlighted the interna-

tional mix of the College of Cardinals, the

group that wUl one day elect a new pope.

New members from 22 countries were

added, including Cardinal Justin Ri^li of

Philadelphia.

The pope said the new cardinals re-

flected the "multiplicity of races and cul-

tures that make up the Christian popula-

tion." He also created one cardinal "in pec-

tore," or in his heart, withholding publica-

tion of his name.

In his semion and prayers, the pope

emphasized tlie cardinals' special duty to

preach the Gospel and serve others.

"Only ifyou become tlie servants ofall

will you complete your mission and help

the successor of Peter to be, in turn, the

'servant of the servants of God,'" he said in

his sermon, which was read by an aide.

Throughout the ceremony, called a

consistory, the 83-year-old pontiff looked

pleased and alert. From an altar area deco-

rated witli thousands of red and yellow

tulips, he gazed out and waved to a crowd

dotted witli flags and banners from many
countries.

But because of his increasing difficulty

in speaking, the pope let others speak for

hun at several key points, including the

reading out of the new cardinals' names.

"AU of us were pleased to be here

today, although there was a hint ofsadness

with the manifest decline of the Holy Fa-

ther," Australian Cardinal George Pell said

afl:er receiving his red hat.

The liturgy included several time-

honored traditions. After pronouncing a

profession of faith and an oath ofobedience

to the pope, the cardinals came forward

and knelt one by one before the pope, who
handed them a four-cornered red biretta.

The cardinals placed the birettas on their

own heads.

The pope explained to the cardinals

that the red color signified that 'Tou must

be ready to act with strength, unto the

spUling of blood, for the building up of the

Christian faith, for the peace and tranquil-

ity ofthe people ofGod, and for the freedom

and growth of the holy Roman church."

Pope John Paul also gave each cardinal a

scroll assigning titular churches in Rome,

symbolizing the cardinals' new status as

members ofthe clergy ofRome and their new
relationship with him as bishop of Rome.

Cardinal Rigali told reporters after tlie

ceremony that when he worked at the

Vatican for 30 years he never dreamed that

one day he would be inducted into the

CoUege of Cardinals. He said he thought

preaching and living tlie Gospel were tlie

greatest challenges facing the church today.

Canadian Cardinal Marc OueUet of

Quebec said the new cardinals had already

formed bonds of fiiendship and camarade-

rie. Now they need to form relationships

witli the more veteran cardinals, he said.

Each of the new cardinals had a root-

ing section of wefl-wishers in the square;

crowd members applauded and cheered as

their favorite received the red hat.

The new cardinals included seven

Vatican officials, 19 resident archbishops

around the world and four theologians

over the age of 80 with personal ties to the

pope.

Their induction left the CoUege ofCar-

dinals witli 194 members— a new record.

Of these, 1 35 were under the age of 80 and

therefore eligible to vote in a conclave; that

matched a record high set at the last

consistory in 2001.

In his sennon, the pope told the new
cardinals he was counting on their collabo-

ration and prayers. He asked them to

preach tlie Gospel "with words and with

example" and to serve the church humbly,

"refrising every temptation ofcareer or per-

sonal benefit."

Selfless service is a difficult ideal to

realize, he said, but "the Good Shepherd

assures you of his help."

Seated apart on his throne, the pope

appeared to share in the joy experienced by

the cardinals as they greeted each other

foUowing distribution of tlie red hats.

"In this squai-e today ... shines the

church of Christ, ancient and always new,

gathered around the successor of Peter," he

said in his sermon.

Speaking on behalf of the new cardi-

nals. Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran said

their only ambition was to love the church

and help it develop in tlie third millen-

nium.

"We feel that we are servants, mindful

that in the church every authority is nothing

more than service," Cardinal Tauran said

"Holy Father, you can count on us,"

he said.
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Revelinginred

New Scottish Cardinal Keitli O'Brien celebrates in St. Peter's Square following the

consistory led by Pope John Paul II Oct. 21. The archbishop of St. Andrews and

Edinburgh was among 30 new cardinals created by the pope during the ceremony.

List of new cardinals created by pope

at October consistory

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Here is the

complete list of new cardinals, in the

order in which they were inducted into

the College of Cardinals by Pope John

Paul II at a consistory at the Vatican

Oct. 21:

— French Cardinal Jean-Louis

Tauran, 60, who recently retired as an

assistant secretary of state for foreign

affairs.

— Italian Cardinal Renato Martino,

70, president of the Pontifical Council for

Justice and Peace.

— Italian Cardinal Francesco

Marchisano, 74, archpriest of the Ba-

silica of St. Peter.

— Spanish Cardinal Julian

Herranz, 73, president of the Pontifical

Council for the Interpretation of Legisla-

tive Texts.

— Mexican Cardinal Javier Lozano

Barragan, 70, president of the Pontifical

Council for Health Care Workers.
— Japanese Cardinal Stephen F.

Hamao, 73, president of the Pontifical

CouncU for Migrants and Travelers.

— Italian Cardinal Attilio Nicora,

66, president of the Administration of

the Patrimony of the Holy See.

— Italian Cardinal Angelo Scola,

61, patriarch of Venice.

— Nigerian Cardinal Anthony
Olubunmi Okogie of Lagos, 67.

— French Cardinal Bernard
Panafieu of Marseilles, 72.

— Sudanese Cardinal Gabriel

Zubeir Wako of Khartoum, 62.

— Spanish Cardinal Carlos Amigo
Vallejo of Seville, a 69-year-old

Franciscan.

— U.S. Cardinal Justin Rigali of

Philadelphia, 68.

— Scottish Cardinal Keith O'Brien

of St. Andrews and Edinburgh, 65.— Brazilian Cardinal Eusebio
Scheid of Rio de Janeiro, 70, a member of

the Congregation of the Priests of the

Sacred Heart of Jesus.

— Italian Cardinal Ennio Antonelli

of Florence, 66.

— Italian Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone

of Genoa, a 68-year-old Salesian.

— Ghanaian Cardinal Peter

Turkson of Cape Coast, 55.

— Indian Cardinal Telesphore

Toppo of Ranch i, 64.

— Australian Cardinal George Pell

of Sydney, 62.

— Croatian Cardmal Josip Bozanic

of Zagreb, 54.

— Vietnamese Cardinal Jean-

Baptiste Pham Minh Man of Ho Chi

Minh City, whom the Vatican lists as

born in 1934.

— Guatemalan Cardinal Rodolfo

Quezada Toruno of Guatemala City, 7 1

.

— French Cardinal Philippe

Barbarin of Lyons, 53.

— Hungarian Cardinal Peter Erdo

of Esztergom-Budapest, 5 1

.

— Canadian Cardinal Marc OueUet

of Quebec, a 59-year-old Sulpician.

— Swiss Cardinal Georges Cottier,

an 81-year-old Dominican, theologian of

the pontifical household.

— Belgian Cardinal Gustaaf Joos,

an 80-year-old moral theologian and

former classmate of the pope's at Rome's

Belgian College.

— Czech Cardinal Tomas Spidlik,

83, a Jesuit expert in Eastern spirituality

who led the pope's Lenten retreat in

1995.

— Polish Cardinal Stanislas Nagy,

an 82-year-old Dehonian theologian

who taught with the pope at Lublin

University in Poland.
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Pope prays for strength at

Anniversary Mass
POPE, from page 1

versary exents, which included a con-

ference of cardinals and bishops dis-

cussing the pontificate's major
themes, the release of the pope's post-

synodal document on the role of bish-

ops and heartfelt expressions of sup-

port from a\'erage Catholics.

"I'm 26 years old, and I've fol-

lowed him all my life. I see Christ in

him," Rome resident Cecilia DiCarlo

said. "He in\ites everyone to be

Christian, even when it is difficult. He
knows how difficult this is for young
people, and that is so special, espe-

cially from someone his age," she said.

The liturgy in St. Peter's Square

was joyful and poignant, a celebra-

tion of what the pope has accom-

plished in 25 years and a reminder of

how much his physical strength has

slipped.

Youthful and energetic when he

greeted the world Oct. 16, 1978, the

83-year-old pontiff had to be wheeled

on a chair to the altar and struggled

to pronounce the Mass prayers.

In a sermon read in part by an

aide, the pope alluded to his physical

difficulties and asked for continued

prayers and support from Catholics

all over the globe. He said that, aware

of his "human fragility," he meditated

daily over his ability to meet the de-

mands of the papacy.

"I renew, through the hands of

Mary, beloved mother, the gift of my-
self in the present and the future: All

will be accomplished according to

your will," he said in a prayer to

Christ, the church's "good shepherd."

The pope told the gathered crowd
their support helps him carry on his

ministry.

"God alone knows how much sac-

rifice, prayer and suffering have been

offered up to support me in my ser-
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vice to the church," he said.

Introducing the prayer of the

faithful, the pope asked that God
"continue to pour upon me the Holy

Spirit, the spirit of Avisdom, of holi-

ness and strength, in order to serve

his holy people and proclaim to all

people the Gospel of salvation and

peace."

At 25 years, this papacy has be-

come the fourth-longest in history

and has left a defining mark on the

church and the world beyond its bor-

ders.

One person who was in St. Peter's

Square the night of the pope's election

in 1978 was Bishop Wilton D. Gre-

gory of Belleville, 111., president of the

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

A student in Rome at the time. Bishop

Gregory said he was immediately

struck by the new pope's vigor and

youthful enthusiasm.

Today, frail and weakened by ill-

ness, the pope is "witnessing to us the

human dignity that is present , at all

moments in life and that we never

lose, even though we lose our physical

strength or physical beauty, and even

though we become dependent on oth-

ers," Bishop Gregory said.

President George W. Bush said in

a message that the pope has left the

United States and the world a better

place.

"For the past 25 years. His Holi-

ness has led worldwide efforts to de-

velop a new culture of life that values

and protects the lives of innocent chil-

dren waiting to be born. He has also

brought the love of the Almighty to

people of all ages, particularly those

who suffer or live in poverty, or who
are weak and vulnerable," Bush said.

"Pope John Paul II has shown the

world not only the splendor of truth,

but also the power of truth to over-

come evil and to redirect the course of

history," he said.
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Living rosary for the Holy Father
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In thanksgiving for Pope John Paul 11, Father Thomas Kessler, pastor of St. Leo

the Great Church, and faculty and students of St. Leo the Great School in Winston-

Salem formed a living rosary around a statue of Mary. Student council officers

led the group in reciting the rosary.
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Mother Teresa beatified by

Pope John Paul II

BEATIFIED, from page 1

St. Peter's Square and the surround-

ing streets were a crush ofsome 300,000

pilgrims and admirers of Mother
Teresa.

Under a bright sun, which weather

forecasters had said would not appear,

the scene was awash with vibrant colors:

flags from dozens of countries, banners

in languages from Polish to Hindi, the

blue-trimmed saris of the Missionaries

of Charity, and the colorful traditional

dress of Guatemalans and Nigerians.

In an unusually personal homily,

read by a Vatican aide and by Indian

Cardinal Ivan Dias of Mumbai, the pope

wrote, "I am personally grateful to this

courageous woman, whom I always felt

was alongside of me.

"An icon of the good Samaritan, she

went everywhere to serve Christ in the

poorest of the poor. Not even conflicts or
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Poor Servants of the Mother of God.

wars could stop her," the pope wrote.

Mother Teresa was beatified in

record time — just over six years after

her death— because Pope John Paul set

aside the rule that a sainthood process

cannot begin until the candidate has

been dead five years.

Like the pope, many people in the

crowd knew Mother Teresa, volunteered

in one of her homes or soup kitchens, or

at least heard her speak when she came
to their home towns.

They carried official posters as well

as their own photographs of the small,

stooped nun who died in 1997.

Jack Griffith, 42, of Menasha, Wis.,

was with a group doing a "saints pil-

grimage" around Italy.

"For us, Mother Teresa is important

because she is a saint of our own time,"

he said. "Her mission of mercy was
among the poorest of the poor, and in

that way she was countercultural.

"She shunned everything and fo-

cused on two things: Jesus in the Eucha-

rist and serving the poor," Griffith said.

Before the Mass began, pilgrims

swapped stories about when they met
Mother Teresa or recounted tales of her

audacity: For example, when a bank

offered her $ 1 million, she said it was not

enough; she wanted $2 million.

Retired Australian Cardinal Ed-
ward I. Cassidy, former president of the

Pontifical Council for Promoting Chris-

tian Unity, was among the attendees

with a story. He was a secretary in the

Vatican Embassy in India fi-om 1955 to

1962, the early years of the Missionaries

of Charity.

"She was a fi-equent visitor," coming

to inform the nuncio of her plans and

occasionaUy asking for help, he said.

'The nuncio and I kept saying, 'Go

slowly. You are building for the future,

build solidly,"' the cardinal said.

Cardinal Cassidy returned to

Calcutta, India, in 1975 to celebrate

Mass with Mother Teresa and her sis-

ters to mark the 25th anniversary of the

Missionaries of Charity.

"She said, 'Remember when you

used to teU me to go slowly? I always

went away thinking, 'You'd think the

representative of the Holy Father and

his secretary would have more faith."

That was her little dig at us," the cardi-

nal said.

The congregation at the beatifica-

tion Mass included official delegations

fi-om the Orthodox Church of Albania,

Albania's Sunni and Bectascian Muslim
communities, and fi-om 26 governments,

including tiie United States, the Cana-

dian province of Quebec, India, Albania

and Macedonia.

Aferdita Berisha, 35, a Muslim from

Kosovo, said: "All the good things

Mother Teresa did cannot be di\ided

according to faith. She helped everyone

who needed help, regardless of religion."

Several royal guests were seated not

far from 2,CK)0 people who eat or sleep at

the missionaries' facilities in Rome.
The royals included Queen Fabiola

of Belgium, Princess Mona of Jordan,

Princess Elena of Romania and Prince

Emanuele Filiberto of Savoy, the former

Italian royal family.

In his homily, Pope John Paul wrote

that Mother Teresa's life was "a radical

living and a bold proclamation of the

Gospel."

"Her life is a testimony to the dignity

and the privilege of humble service," he

said. "Her greatness lies in her abUity to

give without counting the cost, to give

'until it hurts.'"

The pope met Oct. 20 with Sister

Nirmala Joshi, Mother Teresa's succes-

sor as superior of the order, and with

hundreds of Missionaries of Charity and

pilgrims who had come to Rome for the

beatification.

Mother Teresa, he told them, "was

one of the greatest missionaries of the

20th century," a missionary who
preached the Gospel around with world

"with daily gestures of love for the poor-

est."

Mother Teresa was born to Alba-

nian parents in 1910 in what is now
Macedonia; in 1946, she experienced a

call to found the Missionaries of Charit}'

and live among the poorest of the poor in

Calcutta.

Mother Teresa — always smiling

— rapidly expanded the order and

opened hospices, clinics and shelters

around the world, but her letters to her

spiritual directors express a feeling that

God had abandoned her.

"Mother Teresa shared the passion

of the Crucified One, particularly during

her long years of 'interior darkness,'" the

pope wrote in his homily. "In the darkest

hours, she clung with even greater te-

nacity to prayer before the Blessed Sac-

rament.

"This harsh spiritual struggle al-

lowed her to identify even more with

those she served every day, experiencing

the pain and e\'en rejection they felt," he

wrote.

The people participating in the pro-

cessions, readings and dances at the Mass
included acti\'e and contemplati\'e nuns,

contemplati\'e brothers and priests be-

longing to the various branches of the

Missionaries of Charity, as well as lay co-

workers and children adopted from the

Missionaries' orphanages.

Jo/n our OfBtomn Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHERI
As priests and lay men, our commun/ty lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

F/nd out more about serving God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 11 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586
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Bishop Begley Conference

spotlights Tail of Tears'
The Sunday readings fi-om the Gos-

pel ofMark in October call us to share our

riches, be serv ants and ha\ e pity on tliose

who suffer (Mark 10:17-30, 35-45, 46-

52). Our reflections should include when

we have failed to share, when we have

cov eted what others have and when we

ha\'e sought to make others serve us

rather than seeking ways to be servants

to them. Such reflections might also in-

clude thoughts on our behavior in the

realm of public policy.

As the U.S. bishops say in a recent

statement prepared for the 2004 election

year, we are to practice "faithful citizen-

ship." A new kind of politics is called for,

"focused on moral principles not on the

latest polls, on the needs of the poor and

\'ulnerable, not the contributions of the

rich and powerful, and on the pursuit of

the common good not the demands of

special interests." Read "Faithful Citi-

zenship" in its entirety at

www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/

index.htm.

Our nation's commitment to the

democratic process, our defense of hu-

man rights and our entrepreneurial

spirit are models followed, and aspired

to, by many nations. We must acknowl-

edge, however, that much of our nation's

history has included injustices. I heard

one commentator on a PBS show call

slavery "the indelible stain on the fabric

of our nation's history." We cannot pre-

tend slavery did not happen, nor can we

pretend its devastating effects are now

just a part of history. Similarly, we can-

not sweep under the rug other actions of

our nation that have contradicted values

we as Americans hold dear.

My awareness of one of our

government's largely forgotten and un-

just policy decisions was recently re-

kindled at the Bishop Begley Conference

on Appalachia (Oct. 10-12 in Lake

Junaiuska). Freeman Owle, a member of

the Qualla Boundary — Eastern Band

of the Cherokee who live in western

North Carolina, spoke of the 'Trail of

Tears." This is the name given to the

forced migration of the Cherokee from

their southeastern homeland in parts of

what are now Georgia, Tennessee,

North Carolina and Virginia, to "re-

served" lands west of the Mississippi.

This year marks the 175th anniver-

sary ofthe start ofthe 'Trail ofTears." In

1838, President Andrew Jackson, with

the support of Congress, issued orders to

remove the Cherokee from their ances-

tral homelands. Why? Because gold had

been discovered in north Georgia and

because the prevailing prejudice of the

day could not fathom Native Americans

living side by side in peace and prosper-

' ity with white Americans. The Cherokee

— who lived in towns, went to churches,

attended schools and had their own

^
written language; who lived in peace

Guest

Column

JOE PURELLO
Director, Office of

Justice & Peace

with their neighbors — were forced to

move.

Thousands of Cherokee died from

starvation, disease and exposure on their

western migration. Some Cherokee

managed to escape from the migration

routes and return to the hills of Appala-

chia. They joined many of their brothers

and sisters who had already chosen to

live under cover of the hills rather than

migrate. This remnant of the Cherokee

Nation formed the basis of the now
roughly 13,000 members of the Chero-

kee living in North Carolina.

After attending the conference, I

came home desiring to learn more about

this terrible chapter in our nation's his-

tory. For many of us, our knowledge of

American history begins at the War for

Independence and then fast-forwards

past 80 years of national growth to the

Civil War. It is simply wrong that the

incredible hardships and injustices

brought on by the Indian Removal Act

of 1830 (when Native Americans in the

eastern United States were ordered to

move west of the Mississippi) remain

largely unknown to the America public.

One tragic historical fact is this

land's original inhabitants were either

pushed to the periphery as our nation

grew, or simply eliminated (even though

European settlement would have never

succeeded without the advice and mate-

rial assistance offered by Native Ameri-

cans). Any serious reflection on our

nation's failings must include the unjust

treatment of Native Americans. As we

shape our nation's public policy, we
should be mindful of the unfortunate

conditions in which many Native

Americans continue to live.

According to the 2000 U.S. Census,

4.1 million people identify them-

selves as Native Americans. Roughly

12 percent are Roman Catholic

(from diocesan records). There are

two Native American bishops, Bishop

Donald Pelotte of Gallup, N.M., and

Archbishop Charles Chaput of Den-

ver, Colo. A June 2003 report from the

U.S. bishops states in our country,

322 individuals currently work in Na-

tive American ministry. Let us remem-

ber in prayer those in the Church who

work with Native Americans.

Pope tells cardinals,

bishops to preach Gospel
BY JOHN THAVIS

catholic news service

Editor's note: Due to an early publishing

deadline this week, we were unable to print

t/ie pope's weekly geiieral audience.

VATICAN CITY— Pope John Paul

II told cardinals and bishops assembled

for his 25th anniversary that their com-

mon duty was to preach the Gospel "to

tlie last breath."

The pope said that in evangelizing

the credibility of church leaders depends

on the unity they show among them-

selves and the commitment they show to

the world's poor.

The pope addressed more than 250

cardinals and heads of bishops' confer-

ences Oct. 18 at the close of a four-day

conference that reviewed the main themes

of his pontificate's first 25 years.

In the face of the many changes over

the last 25 years, he said, the need for the

pope and bishops to be fearless witnesses

of truth and hope has remained constant.

"The courage in proclaiming the

Gospel must never lessen. In fact, it must

be our main task to the last breath, faced

with ever-renewing dedication," he said.

But to announce the one Gospel with

a "single heart and soul," the church must

demonstrate internal agreement, he said.

'Therefore, it is indispensable to culti-

vate a profound unity among us, which is

not limited to an affective collegiality, but

is founded on a fiiU doctrinal sharing and

is translated into harmony at an opera-

tional level," he said.

Bush right, Vatican

— and everyone

else— wrong

I write to let you know I am embar-

rassed and disgusted at the arrogance of

Cardinal Pio Laghi as reiterated by John

Thavis in the article on the fi-ont page of

The Catholic News & Herald ("Papal en-

voy to Bush says events proved Vatican

right about Iraqi war," Oct. 10). Again

petty, but profound arrogance with the

'

headline where the article continues on

page 13: "Vatican right about Iraq."

Where were the articles fi-om The

Catholic News & Herald and Mr. Thavis

when the 'leaders" of Iraq were tortur-

ing and murdering their own country-

men?
Where were the articles fi-om The

Catholic News & Herald and Mr. Thavis

when people were and are murdered all

over the world thanks to this horrible

global— and organized— terrorism?

Where were the articles from The

Catholic News & Heraldand Mr. Thavis

when the schools opened and the stu-

dents found them actually clean, newly

painted and when mayors, councilmen,

etc., were elected to various towns in

Iraq?

I suggest The Catholic News & Her-

ald and Mr. Thavis get their heads out of

The Pope

Speaks

By POPE JOHN
PAUL II

"How can we he authentic teachers

for humanity and credible apostles of the

new evangelization if we allow the weeds

of division to enter into our hearts?" he

asked.

The pope said the credibility of the

church's hierarchy depends upon this

unity and on showing "the face of a

church that loves the poor, that is simple

and that is on the side of the weakest." He
said the perfect example was Mother

Teresa of Calcutta, whom he beatified the

next day.

The pope told the church leaders per-

sonal hoUness also must be an essential

component of their leadership and was

"the secret of evangelization" in today's

world.

At the close ofhis talk, the pope asked

the cardinals and bishops to "pray for me,

so that I can faithfully carry out my
service to the church as long as the Lord,

shall desire."

The pope greeted participants one

by one after his talk and handed each a

a pectoral cross for bishops, and for

cardinals, a manuscript reproduction of a

Greek text of a letter fi-om St. Peter.

Letters to

Editor

the sand and smell the love of life and

respect for mankind, as is being allowed

and presented anew in Iraq— thanks to

President George W. Bush!

Wanda Carton

Charlotte

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald wel-

comes letters from readers. We ask

that letters be originals of 250 words

or less.

To be considered for publication,

each letter must include the name,

address and phone number of the

writer for purpose of verification. Let-

ters may be condensed due to space

limitations and edited for clarity, style

and taste.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The

Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, ore-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
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The Saints are marching in and on
On Nov. I , the world celebrates men

and women who were not necessarily

popular when they were alive, but as

time went on became more popular than

ever. I am talking about the heroes

called saints. They had a clear purpose

in life: to overthrow the stagnant system

of mediocrity and to begin a revolution

of love and values.

Every year since 610, the church

brings to our attention their triumphant

anniversary. The peculiarity of the great-

est women and men who ever lived is

they are strangely oblivious to flattery.

They are not affected by our compli-

ments, because they direct them to God,
who accomplished wonders in their lives.

When the great Italian conductor

Arturo Toscanini rehearsed with the

New York Philharmonic Orchestra to

perform Beethoven's Ninth Symphony,
he took the musicians to heights they

had never before known. When the re-

hearsal was finished, the musicians
stood and cheered their conductor.

Toscanini, visibly embarrassed with

tears in his eyes, did his best to stop

them. When the ovation ended, in a voice

of gentle rebuke, he said, 'Tour applause,

ladies and gentlemen ... not for me, but

for Beethoven."

Wliat makes the saints close to us is

the fact 'They have washed their robes

and made them white in the blood of the

Lamb." (Rev. 7:15) That is to say their

sins have been forgiven through the sac-

rificial death of Christ. They were sin-

Guest

Column

FATHER JOHN
AURILIA,
OEM Cap

ners as we are. They needed forgiveness

and cleansing as we do. The American
journalist, Ambrose Bierce, enjoyed
making fun of religion and Christianity

in particular. He once defined a saint as

"a dead sinner, whose life has been re-

vised and edited." That was his way of

sa3dng the saints were not really saintly.

The church has simply rewritten the

stories of their lives to make them ap-

pear better than they were. You and I

may be offended by that suggestion, but

I doubt the saints are. It never occurred

to them that they were anything other

than ordinary people. I'll say they did

the ordinary things in an extraordinary

way, therefore they are the giants of our
faith. They were real people, who lived

real lives in the real world.

I am convinced the saints would like

us to continue their work on earth, their

cause for which they lived and died.

They devoted themselves to projects too

big to be finished, too challenging to be
completed. The unfinished work ofGod

is still in our liaiids. Our lives are power-
ful movies with the subtitle "to be contin-

ued."

While holiness has been connected

with piety, which may have a legalisfic

and negative connotation, the saints

simply showed us that holiness is a way
of life. They were people who marched to

the beat of a different drummer; they had
to be unpopular and revolutionary to the

point of being killed or persecuted by
fellow human beings. Popularity has

never been a mark of true Christianity.

While the saints were not superhumans,

they were indeed courageous enough to

defeat human logic and the best market-

ing technique. They are models for us as

they teach us the real meaning of life,

which is being rather than doing, loving

rather than bargaining.

For instance, an outstanding qual-

ity of every saint is humility. They knew
not the proud and violent but the lowly

and meek conquer the world. History, in

fact, is on their side. When Jesus was
born in Bethlehem, Rome was the undis-

puted ruler of the world. Caesar's legions

marched on every roadway and con-

trolled every sea lane. Then the message
ofJesus came along "Lx)ve your enemies,

forgive 70 times seven." In that world of

violence and hatred, Jesus was a misfit, a

loser, so it seemed. The truth is that

humility triumphed over pride: the

Roma Empire fell along with hundreds
of violent regimes and dictators, Christ

conquered the world and legions of
saintly men and women proved that

time may annihilate and wipe out every-

thing, except the great heritage of our
Christian faith.

AgreeingtD raise children Cathoiic

Q. Thirty-eight years ago I married

a Catholic lady. She is still my wife, and I

converted to the Catholicfaith since then.

Before our marriage I had to sign a

promise to bring our children up Catholic;

today all three love and respect the Catho-

lic religion.

Soon our son will marry a niceyoung
lady who is not Catholic. Our pastor

informed him that he (not his future
spouse) must sign a paper promising to

raise the children Catholic.

He feels he would not be truthful in

signing it. After all, he says, the wife will

he with the children more than the hus-

band and perhaps would wish to bring

them up in a religion she is morefamiliar
with. Doesn't that put unnecessary pres-

sure on a marriage that isjust beginning?

(Pennsylvania)

A. We Catholics consider it ofmajor
importance that children born into this

faith be offered the spiritual and cultural

advantages of Catholic religious life, par-

ticularly the sacraments (baptism, Eu-
charist, penance and so on), but also the

support of a Catholic community, Sun-
day Eucharist, daily prayer and all the

other helps which enrich a Catholic life.

These are gifts of faith we, individu-

ally and as a Christian community, have
a responsibility to give to our children as

effectively as we can.

In light of this, the church has an
obligation to assume that its members
who come to be married as Catholics

possess a basic Catholic knowledge
and commitment sufficient to desire

and provide this religious heritage for

their children.

For a variety of possible reasons,

no one can absolutely guarantee that

this nurturing to a mature Catholic

adult faith will actually happen in a

marriage. Thus, the Catholic does not

promise (in your words) to raise the

children Catholic, but "to do all in my
power to share my faith with our chil-

dren by having them baptized and
raised as Catholics," an entirely differ-

ent promise, of course.

Such a policy simply respects the

fact that the Catholic has, by God's
grace, a bond with the Catholic faith, for

which he or she is accountable.

(Of course it can happen, and some-
times does, that no genuine personal

commitment to the Catholic faith is

present at all; the desire to be married in

the church could be motivated more by
culture and family than by religious con-

viction. But that is another story.)

The church assumes furthermore

that the other partner also holds impor-

tant personal beliefs about God, family,

marriage and similar religious matters.

While it doesn't presume to know what
those beliefs are, it is concerned that the

beliefs of both parties be respected and
confronted so any critical differences

may be resolved.

Without question, the time to do
this is before the marriage. It doesn't

Question
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become easier later when children be-

gin arriving and even less leisure and
objectivity are available to make wise

decisions about these responsibilities.

You and your son seem to have a

good relationship. Might you discuss

these points with them? If the Catholic

faith is at all important for him, why?
What do he and his future wife want for

their chDdren? If Mass, the sacraments.

Communion are at all valuable for him,

wouldn't he strongly desire them for his

sons and daughters? What does his fi-

ance really want? Do they feel it would it

be better for their family to go into the

future without these religious helps and
supports?

It seems to me this is the direction

from which they need to examine the

questions you raise. Years from now
there will be no police force to monitor

their spiritual lives on this or any other

matter. Ultimately it is between them
and God.

But the church tries every way it

can, including through its marriage-

preparation programs, to assure them
the happiest possible relationship

through the years, with each other and
with God.

Getting a

grip on trust

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS Columnist

It is the supreme law that we love

and honor God.

But in order to honor God we at least

^ have to trust him. Every time you make a

decision to turn away from your fears,

you please and honor him. The saints and
mystics agree on this.

Julian of Norwich wrote, 'The great-

est honor you can give to almighty God is

to live joyfully becau.se of the 1-cnowledge

ofhis lo\'e."'She got this from St. Paul who
said: "Rejoice always. In all circumstances

give thanks to the Lx)rd for this is the wUl
ofGod for you in Christ Jesus."

Decide once and for all to live joy-

fully? It doesn't mean good feelings follow

immediately. It is simply a choice ofjoy

over fear. Be patient.

People get into a bad habit of think-

ing fear helps protect them from danger.

In fact, fear only adds to the woes of life.

Psychologists tell us 95 percent of our
worries are about future things that never
happen. Trusting God eliminates all this

the needless worry. You have to learn to

go against your natural fears.

Living joyflilly is possible, but not for

those who cling relentlessly to their fears.

They would rather see themselves as vic-

tims than as can-iers ofdivine love and joy.

They do not ha\'e faith enough to trust that

God wiU supply whatever they are lack-

ing. This is not an easy leap offaith ladmit,

but trust demands a radical change.

Tliose who do not choose to change

wiU continue to wallow in self-pity. Some
present themselves as helpless creatures in

order to get attention and .sympathy. By
reacting fearfUly to the traumas of life with

little or no trust in God, they forfeit joy.

When people like that tell me their

story, I try not to give them pity; instead I

usually ask this disturbing question:

"What would happen if today you de-

cided to be joyful? What changes would

you make in your thinking, in your ac-

tivities, in your relationships?"

Sometimes they say: "Hav en't you
been listening? You can't just decide to be

joyfijl." I smile and answer: "Oh, but yes

you can."

Jesus said "Stop thinking about to-

morrow, sufficient unto the day are the

day's troubles."

To honor God, you first have to put

your trust in him. The decision to be

joyfiil is the first step. Living in fear is not

a happy alternative. Contemplate the joy-

ful presence of God within your soul.

Always remember pleasure comes from

the delights of the senses, but true joy

comes from within.

The joy of being is another name for

the divine Trinity dwelling within your

soul. Train your vviU to obey the Lord,

and be joyful.
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Basilica of St. Lawrence rises as spiritual

harbor for western North Carolina

Courtesy Photo by George Cobb

The Basilica of St. Lawrence, designed by a Spanish architect in the early 1900s,

was designated by Pope John Paul II as a minor basilica in 1 993.

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — In 1840, when Fa-

ther John Barry visited Catliolic families

and celebrated Mass in Asheville, it

marked tlie first tiine Mass was said in the

mountain area, according to earliest writ-

ten records.

For many years. Mass was .sporadi-

cally celebrated whenever missionary

priests tra\'eled through the mountains.

Little else is recorded concerning Catholi-

cism in western North Carolina until Fa-

ther JJ. O'Connell recalled his exj^erience

celebrating Mass on the suinmit ofMount
MitcheU on the feast ofSt Ro,se ofLima in

1866.

Bishop Jaines J. Gibtons, then newly

consecrated apostolic vicar of North Caro-

lina, ti-aveled by stagecoach and horseback

to Asheville in 1868 and arranged for the

purcha.se of land on which to build a

church. Sibling Fathers Lawrence and

.Jeremiah O'Connell raised funds, even

trav eling abroad, for the new church that

Bishop Gibbons dedicated two years later.

The mission church had no resident

pastor for the next 1 7 years and relied on

priests who could be spared for a month or

two at a time. One of these dedicated mi.s-

sionary priests was Father Thomas Price,

a native North Carolinian, who later co-

foundcxJ the MarylmoU Mission Society.

In 1 887, Father Jaines Wliite loecame

pastor, and St LawTence, named in honor

of Father Lawrence O'Connell, Ixx^ime a

paiisii church. Father Wliite obtained the

current property in 1 899 ajid built a small

wooden church. Wlien poor hefiltii forced

Father Wliite to resign, he rcTOmmended

Father Peter Marion be appointed pastor.

Then-Bishop Leo Haid also appointed Fa-

ther Marion's younger brother. Father

Patrick Mainon, as assistant pastor.

The new church was only half filled

during the off-season, but overflowed dur-

ing the summer months when tourists

joined tlie local parishioners. In July 1905,

one visitor unable to find a seat during

Mass was the famous Spanish architect

Rafael Guastavino, who was in town dur-

ing the mid- 1 890s to work on the Biltmore

Hou.se. He told Father Marion that a

Catholic Church should be large enough to

accommodate everyone and offered to

draw plans for a new, fireproofchurch and

donate an elliptical dome, the largest free-

standing elliptical dome in North America.

With Bishop Haid's consent, construc-

tion started shortly after parishioners

helped dig the cellar. Father Marion —
who worked alongside construction work-

ers each day, mixing mortar and carrying

bricks — wrote and sent 3,000 letters

throughout the country for donations;

only two reflisals were returned. Dona-

tions ofmoney, materials and labor helped

the completion of the new church.

In 1908, Guastavino died and his son,

Rafael Jr., took over with help of another

famous architect, Stanford Wliite. Bishop

Haid dedicated the new church in October

1909. W^len Father Peter Marion's health

declined and he transferred to

Hendersonville, Father Patrick Marion

took his brother's place as jjastor and over-

saw final mmpletion of the church, which

consisted of the placing of the copjx^r roof

and paying offthe debt so the church could

be consecrated.

THE BASILICA OF ST. LAWRENCE
97 Haywood Street

Asheville, N.C. 28801

(828) 252-6042

Vicariate: Asheville

Pastor: Father Wilbur Thomas
Parochial Vicar: Father Joseph Long

Dinh

Number of Families: 931

Father Thomas Wilbur

On Oct. 13, 192-0, Cardinal James

Gibbons consecrated St. Lawrence
Church, the first church consecrated in the

Vicariate of North Carolina.

The church, now on the National Reg-

ister of Historic Places, houses the crypt of

Guastavino.

Father Louis Bour, appointed pastor

in 1922, built a new rectory next to the

church in 1929 and served as pastor for 40

years. During die Great Depression, the

church was without heat except on Sun-

days and for fijnerals. The church base-

ment became a USO-type canteen during

World War II, serving servicemen and

women stationed in the area, and atten-

dance at Mass and devotions increased as

visitors and parishioners prayed for peace.

In keeping witli tlie spirit ofVatican II,

changes took place under Father Robert

Wilkin. In 1968, in order for Mass to be said

facing the congregation, part ofthe altai- was

. moved to tlie middle of the sanctuary with

die fresco ofthe Last Supper and its flanldng

square panels moved 10 feet and topped

with an 1,800-pound block of Tennessee

marble for the altar table.

Lay committees and a parish council

formed soon afterward. Tlie parish of St.

Anthony of Padua, with predominantly

black parishioners, merged with St.

Lawrence Church in 1969, and its pastor.

Father Joseph Howze, became pastor ofSt
Lawrence.

Father Justin Pechulis, pastor fi"om

1977 until 1983, purchased the building

across the street from the church and

named it the St Justin Center in honor of

his patron saint The buDding served reli-

gious education classes and various parish

functions.

In 1993, Pope John Paul II desig-

nated St. Lawrence Church as, a minor

basilica, a term of special designation given

to ceitain churches because of theii" antiq-

uity, dignity, historical importance or sig-

nificance as a place of worship. Archbishop

John F. Donoghue, then-bishop of Chai-

lotte, dedicated the church as the Basilica of

St. Lawrence in October of that year.

Eighteen priests— two who became

bishops— have served the church as pas-

tors- along with three administrators.

Msgr. John McSweeney, former chancellor

of the Diocese of Charlotte and first priest

ordained in tlie diocese, also served, as pas-

tor. Father Wilbur Thomas, a native

North Carolinian, became pastor in July

2000. Father Joseph Long Dinh is the

current parochial vicar.

The city of Asheville recently pur-

chased the St Justin Center for a parkuig

garage as part of a new plaza to be dedi-

cated to the Basilica of St Lawrence. Pa-

rishioners will have use of200 fi"ee parking

spaces on weekends and 150 spaces dur-

ing the week. The rectory will be renovated

with a new addition to house a paiish life

center.

The basilica offers perpetual eucharis-

tic adoration, instituted by former pastor

Father Qark Kaltreider in 1989, and for

many yeai'S was the only church in North

Carolina to have this dev otion.

The parish recently celebrated the

lOtli anniversary of the church being des-

ignated a minor basilica. Archbishop John

F. Donoghue of Atianta returned for tlie

anniversary celebration Mass Oct 5.

As tlie parish moves toward the fli-

ture, the Basilica ofSt Lawrence remains a

spiiitual harbor for residents and visitors

of the western North Carolina city.
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Bishop Jugis

ordained as

fourtli bisiiop

of Cliarlotte

New shepherd calls on
all to help 'make known
the love of Christ'

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE— Speaking in both English and Span-

ish, Bishop Peter J. Jugis asked the faithful gathered for his

ordination to help him carry on the church's mission of

salvation.

"All of us, regardless of our particular vocation, are

involved in this grand mission of salvation," he said.

An estimated 3,000 people

crowded St. Matthew Church
for Bishop Jugis' spectacular

two-hour ordination. At-
tendees overflowed into the

church's gymnasium, where
they watched the Mass via

closed-circuit television.

Bishop Jugis, 46, a native

of Cliarlotte, succeeds Bishop

William G. Curlin, bishop

emeritus, as shepherd of the

46-county Diocese of Char-
lotte, established m 197^.

The multicultural Mass,

broadcast live on the Internet,

featured West African drum-
mers, Vietnamese children

from St. Joseph Vietnamese

Church dancing with candles

in the aisles and music — in-

cluding songs in Spanish, Ko-

rean and Vietnamese — that

was representative of the di-

verse cultures of the diocese.

"We are a young church.

We are a rapidly growing
church, filled with joy and vi-

tality and holiness and the love

of Christ," said Bishop Jugis.

"We come from many different

ethnic backgrounds and to-

gether we form the body of

Christ.— a living sacrifice of

praise."

Approximately 400
people participated in the

opening procession, including

priests, deacons, seminarians,

abbots and representatives

See ORDINATION, page 25

Photo by Joann S. Keane

Bishop Peter J. Jugis was ordained as the fourth bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte Oct. 24 at St.

Matthew Church in Charlotte. A native of Charlotte, Bishop Jugis prepared for the priesthood at the

North American College, the U.S. seminary in Rome, and was ordained as a priest by Pope John

Paul II in 1983.
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Shepherding many flocks

Bishop Jugis contemplates

his call to serve

I
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Rite of Reception

Bishop Jugis received in his

cathedral church
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Bilingual bishop

Bishop Jugis ministers to

many cultures

I
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ARMING A BISHOP

Bishop Jugis devises personal

coat of arms, motto
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

Editor's note: The terms "dexter"

and "sinister" (below) are historical, since

the shield was borne on the same arm of

medieval days.

CHARLOTTE — It is tradition

for every bishop to have his own coat

of arms and motto.

Similar to many bishops' coats of

arms, Bishop Peter J. Jugis' coat of

arms is composed of the shield with

its charges, motto and external arma-

ments. But the details of the design

and the motto have special signifi-

cance to Bishop Jugis.

"Bishop Jugis impales his per-

sonal heraldic device onto the arms of

this diocese to represent his gover-

nance of the people of God in the

church of Charlotte," explained Fa-

ther James Parker, a priest of the Dio-

cese of Charleston, S.C., who designed

the coat of arms.

Father Parker is a heraldic de-

signer who has devised arms for car-

dinals, other members of the hierar-

chy and various church institutions.

He is a member of the Heraldry Soci-

ety of England, Scotland, Canada and

the American Society of Heraldry.

The coat of arms' artwork is by

Father Larry Lossing, a priest of the

Diocese of Orlando, Fla., and a profes-

sional artist.

The impalement also represents

the mystical "marriage" between the

local ordinary and his jurisdiction,

said Father Parker.

To the viewer's right (the shield

bearer's left or sinister side behind the

shield) is a gold field, which repre-

sents the great treasure of the faith

and the hope of salvation offered to us

all by the gift of redemption, accord-

ing to Father Parker. Gold also

stands for the enrichment of life given

by redemption, he said.

CARITAS CHRISTI URGET NOS

"With the gold background, I

wanted to tie in the years that I stud-

ied in Rome and my priestly ordina-

tion by the pope," said Bishop Jugis.

"The colors of Vatican City are gold

and silver, so I chose the gold back-

ground for my coat of arms."

"Gold is also a reference to Our
Lady, who in the Litany of the Blessed

Virgin Mary, is called 'House of

Gold,'" said the bishop. "Gold is a pre-

cious metal, and Mary, as the mother

of Christ, was the most precious

'house,' or dwelling place, of God."

Welcome to a special issue of The CatholicNews&
HeraM6eyote6 to Bishop Peter J. Jugis, who was

ordained as the fourth bishop of the Diocese of

Charlotte Oct. 24.

Bishop Jugis, a native of Charlotte, succeeds Bishop

William G. Curlin, who retired in September 2002 after

nine years as shepherd of the diocese.

This issue will highlight Bishop Jugis' ordination and

installation Mass at St. Matthew Church (see page 1),

his rite of reception at St. Patrick Cathedral as well as

other attributes of our new bishop.

The cross is in a style called

"bottony" in heraldry because it has

three circles at the end of the staff and

the cross arms. This has personal sig-

nificance to the bishop and thus is a

personal "badge" for him, said Father

Parker.

"The design of the cross that I

chose was inspired by a crucifix

hanging in the living room of the

rectory at Our Lady of Lourdes

Church in Monroe," said Bishop

Jugis. "It is a beautiful wood-carved

crucifix that I believe goes back many
years at the parish there."

"The cross reminds us of salva-

tion wrought by Jesus Christ cruci-

fied and the red color suggests the

precious blood, the cost of redemp-

tion," said Father Parker.

"Red is to emphasize the blood

and sacrifice of Christ for us," said

Bishop Jugis. "The paschal mystery
— one of the central mysteries of our

faith; the mystery of the suffering,

death and rising of Christ — is all

symbolically represented right there

in the cross."

"The three circles on the cross

ends denote the Blessed Trinity,

whom we worship," said Father
Parker.

The arms to the viewer's left (the

shield bearer's right or dexter side

behind the shield) are the escutcheons

of the Diocese of Charlotte, explained

Father Parker.

"The field is divided horizontally

into green and blue portions. In the

chief or upper half is a Celtic cross of

silver-edged gold, which represents

St. Patrick, patron saint of the cathe-

dral church of the diocese," said Fa-

ther Parker. "In the lower left part,

the crown denotes Queen Charlotte,

consort of George III of England. The
see city is named for her."

Behind the coat of arms is a gold

processional cross.

The shield is ensigned with the

green heraldic hat having six

"houppes," or tassels, depending from

either side, denoting the hierarchical

rank of a bishop in accordance with

the Instruction of the Holy See

(March 31, 1969). Before 1970, the

pontifical hat was worn at solemn

cavalcades in conjunction with papal

ceremonies. The color of the hat and

number of tassels were signs of the

rank of the prelate, a custom still pre-

served in ecclesiastical heraldry.

Bishop Jugis' motto, "Caritas

Christi Urget Nos" ("The Love of

Christ Urges Us On"), comes from St.

Paul's second pastoral letter to the

Corinthian Church, said Father

Parker, and offers the inspiration for

growth and formation in the faith,

which the bishop wishes to inspire in

the people as their pastor.

"I wanted to have a motto that

would somehow include Christ's love

in it," said Bishop Jugis. "The love of

Christ is planted in our hearts from

the day of our baptisms. I remember

the line from Paul's letter to the Ro-

mans — "the love of God has been

poured out into our hearts through

the Holy Spirit, who has been given

to us." That love should be the reason

and motivation for everything we do

as Christians, and for me as shepherd

of the diocese."

"After I had chosen it, I discov-

ered the saint whose feast day is cel-

ebrated Oct. 24 — St. Anthony Mary
Claret — the very day I'm being or-

dained, has the same motto," he said.

"I thought it was an interesting coin-

cidence."
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Bishop Jugis contemplates his caii to serve

Courtesy photo by Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Pope John Paul II embraces Bishop Peter J. Jugis at his priestly ordination June 12,

1 983.

SHEPHERDING MANY FLOCKS

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE— It was more than

20 years ago wlien Bisliop Peter J. Jugis

discerned his calling to tlie priesthood.

Back then, he never imagined the

July phone call from Archbishop
Gabriel Montalvo, apostolic nuncio,

which literally brought him to his knees.

"Suddenly, in a single instant, God
changes your life," said Bishop Jugis. "...

You don't expect someone on the other

end to tell you you've been appointed the

next bishop of Charlotte ... I couldn't

believe what I was hearing."

When he told his parents of his new
appointment as bishop, they were
pleased, yet surprised.

"They both started crying," he said.

"It's something that was completely un-

expected; it came out of the blue."

His decision to become a priest,

however, did not surprise them.

"It was my mother who said, Well,

Peter, we were thinking that you had

been moving in this direction for a long

time, but we didn't want to say anything

to see ifyou would arrive at that conclu-

sion on your own,'" said Bishop Jugis.

"It was a tremendous affirmation

and confirmation of what I had been

feeling and discerning privately for

many months," he said. 'They were vali-

dating the external signs of the interior

vocation I had been considering."

The calling-

A native of Charlotte born March 3,

1957, Bishop Jugis is a third-generation

American hailing from a diverse back-

Photo courtesy of Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Then-Father Peter J. Jugis in a portrait

taken in the early 1980s while he was a

seminarian.

ground including Hungarian, German,
Irish, Lithuanian and Czechoslovakian

descents. After graduating from South

Mecklenburg High School in 1975, he

studied accounting at the University of

North Carolina at Charlotte. He supple-

mented his educational expenses by
playing the organ during weddings at

local parishes.

"I just began to realize my heart

wasn't in the accountuig field," he said. "I

could do it intellectually, but I just didn't

feel that this was what I wanted to give

my life to totally."

While visiting St. Gabriel Church,

where he was to play at a wedding, he

met Msgr. John McSweeney, then-asso-

ciate pastor for the church and vocations

director for the Diocese of Charlotte.

"I had seen him at other events, and

noticed there were good similarities be-

tween us," said Msgr. McSweeney. "For

a young man, he had a good sense of

humor ... and a deep sense of faith, and

where that would go, I wasn't sure."

"After the wedding rehearsal, he

asked me in passing if I had ever

thought of being a priest," said Bishop

Jugis. "I told him, TSTo, I never had.' He
said, Well, think about it, would you?'"

And so he did — a lot over the

following year — "about what I could

really give my heart to completely," he

said. "I started to realize more and more
that giving my life to God and serving

the church as a priest seemed to be

agreeable at the time. Of course, I had to

continue to discern and think, and to

talk with priests."

He discussed the idea with Msgr.

William Wellein, then-pastor at St.

Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte. "I

spent time talking with him and learn-

ing more about the priesthood and being

a parish priest," he said.

After graduating with a bachelor's

degree in business administration, Jugis,

with his parents' fijU support, applied to

be a seminarian of the diocese in 1979.

He interviewed with Bishop Michael J.

Begley, who, as former pastor of St. Ann
Church in Charlotte, baptized the infant

Peter Joseph Jugis in 1957.

"I had the honor of being baptized

by the fijture bishop of the diocese," said

Bishop Jugis.

During the interview. Bishop

Begley had spoken about his concern for

the "unchurched" in the state.

"I remember him saying to me,

'There's a lot of work we have to do in

North Carolina,'" said Bishop Jugis. "He
was inviting me to study for the priest-

hood and to join him in the mission of

the Catholic Church in North Carolina. I

received from him a missionary spirit."

He studied at the North American

College, the U.S. seminary in Rome, and

was ordained in 1983 by Pope John

Paul II in St. Peter's Basilica. His parents

and brothers were present at the ordina-

tion, as were Bishop Begley and Msgr.

McSweeney.

Serving the diocese

Since then, he has served in numer-

ous parishes across the Diocese of Char-

lotte, including St. Leo the Great Church

in Winston-Salem, Holy Infant Church

in Reidsville, St. John Neumann Church

in Charlotte, Sacred Heart Church in

Salisbury and Queen of the Apostles

Church in Belmont.

In November 1985, he was ap-

pointed as a diocesan tribunal judge and

parochial vicar of St. John Neumann
Church. In August 1987, he began stud-

ies for his doctorate in canon law at The
Catholic University of America in

Washington.

"It was the bishop who first asked

me to study— Bishop Begley and then-

Bishop (John F.) Donoghue — they al-

ways made the opportunities available,"

said Bishop Jugis.

In August 1988, he returned to the

Diocese ofCharlotte as parochial vicar of

Sacred Heart Church before heading

back to Washington to continue his

What Others Say

studies in the fall of 1989.

In 1992, Bishop Jugis became the

first priest of the diocese to receive a

doctorate in canon law, defending his

thesis at The Catholic University of

America. Six years later, he began work-

ing full-time for the tribunal while regu-

larly serving as administrator or pastor

in churches around the diocese.

In 2001, Bishop Jugis became pa.s-

tor of Our Lady of Lourdes Church in

Monroe. WhUe overseeing a $1.5 million

building campaign for a new church.

Bishop Jugis was making a weekly 40-

minute trip to the diocesan pastoral cen-

ter in Charlotte to manage the marriage

tribunal as judicial vicar.

And then Archbishop Montalvo
called in July 2003. It was a very hum-
bling moment, said Bishop Jugis, who, at

46, may be the youngest bishop in the

United States.

"I'm sure there may be some auxil-

iary bishops who are younger than I am,

but I don't know if I am the youngest

bishop," said Bishop Jugis. "I'm very

honored by it if it is true, but I'll leave

that up to others to research."

"(Being bishop) is a tremendous re-

sponsibility, and I'm still in awe of the

great responsibility that I have," he said.

"I try not to think of the enormity of the

task, but just want to serve the best that

I can, and let the Holy Spirit guide and

show me what has to be done."

"(And) I can count on the help and

support of all of the priests and all, of the

people in the parishes to do the work of

the Lord," he said.

Shepherding the flocli

On Oct. 24, 2003, he was ordained

and installed as the fourth bishop of

Charlotte at St. Matthew Church, at

which Msgr. McSweeney is pastor.

"To me, with Bishop Jugis' ordina-

tion, the Catholic Church of this young

diocese is truly coming into its own,"

said Msgr. McSweeney. "This local

church has produced a bishop of its own
— it gives this diocese a sense of matu-

rity."

"The Diocese of Charlotte is grow-

ing," said Bishop Jugis. 'There is much
work to be done as we continue Christ's

mission of salvation, which he entrusted

to his Catholic Church."

Having served in the Diocese of

Charlotte for two decades. Bishop Jugis

got to know many of the priests and

laity through his service in various par-

ishes, on the diocesan Respect Life com-

mittee and the Cursillo movement,
"which has put me in touch with people

all over the diocese," he said.

While attending the 50th anni\'er-

sary of St. Francis of Assisi Church in

Franklin Oct. 4, "Although I've never

served in Franklin, I knew people at the

Mass," he said. "But even if I had not

been here for the last 20 years, it would

not have taken me too long to begin

See CALLING, next page

TOM LALLEY, PARISH COUNCIL, OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH:

"We are thankful to God for this special gift to our parish and our diocese of Bishop

Peter Jugis, our beloved pastor. His devotion to and love of the holy Eucharist is an

inspiration to us all. Our prayer is that our Lord and His Blessed Mother will keep

Bishop Jugis ever close to their Sacred Hearts and grant him abundant graces for a

long and holy tenure as the shepherd of the Diocese of Charlotte."
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Bishop Jugis

contemplates his

call to serve

CALLING, from previous page

meeting people and to know their names

and feel riglit at home. I think that's one

of the things that makes this all so awe-

some and humbling."

"It is a special grace and a blessing

to be chosen as a bishop where I'ye

already served, where I've really spent

all of my life," said Bishop Jugis. "I was

once one of the priests helping to build

up the diocese. Now I'm building up the

diocese in a different way as bishop."

Photo courtesy of Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Then-Deacon Peter J. Jugis at Charlotte-

Douglas Airport on his way back to the

North American College, the U.S.

seminary in Rome, Oct. 4, 1982.

A BISHOP IN THE MAKING

Bishop Jugis fills may posts overtwo decades
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Before his Oct.

24 ordination and installation as bishop

of the Diocese of Charlotte, Bishop Peter

J. Jugis sen ed in many capacities and in

many parishes throughout the diocese.

With a degree in business adminis-

tration from the University of North

Carolina at Charlotte, Bishop Jugis pre-

pared for the priesthood at the North

American College, the U.S. seminary in

Rome.

After his ordination June 12, 1983,

then-Father Jugis was briefly in resi-

dence at St. Ann Church in Charlotte

before returning to Rome to complete his

licentiate in canon law.

In 1984, he was appointed paro-

chial vicar of St. Leo the Great Church in

Winston-Salem whUe serving as tempo-

rary administrator of Holy Infant

Church in Reidsville in the summer of

1985. In November 1985, he was ap-

pointed as a diocesan tribunal judge and

parochial vicar of St. John Neumann
Church in Charlotte.

In August 1987, he began studies for

his doctorate in canon law at The Catholic

University ofAmerica in Washington. In

August 1988, he returned to the Diocese

of Charlotte as parochial vicar of Sacred

Heart Church in Salisbury before return-

ing to Washington to continue studies in

the fall of 1989.

In July 1991, he returned to St. Leo

the Great Church as parochial vicar and

was appointed as judicial vicar of the

diocesan tribunal. He received his doc-

torate in canon law in May 1993.

That same year, he returned to Holy

Infant Church as pastor. In March
1996, he was appointed pastor of Queen

of the Apostles Church in Belmont until

Photo courtesy of Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Then-Father Peter Jugis with the first Communion group at Holy Spirit Church in

Denver May 8, 1999.

June 1997. He worked fijll-tLme for the

tribunal untQ November 1998, when he

became administrator of Holy Spirit

Church in Denver, N.C.

From June 1999 to June 2001, the

fijture bishop returned to working fijU-

time with the tribunal until he was ap-

pointed pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes

Church in Monroe. As pastor, he would

travel to Charlotte one day a week to

work in the tribunal as judicial vicar.

In August 2003, Pope John Paul II

named him as the fourth bishop of the

Diocese of Charlotte. Archbishop
Gabriel Montalvo, apostolic nuncio to

the United States, announced the ap-

pointment in Washington Aug. 1.

Msgr. Mauricio W. West, adminis-

trator of the Diocese of Charlotte, made
the announcement to the media and di-

ocesan administrative staff at the Pasto-

ral Center the same day.

"I have accepted our Holy Father's

appointment to me as bishop of Char-

lotte, and I am very humbled by the

confidence he has placed in me," said

Bishop Jugis, after Msgr. West's re-

marks.

Bishop Jugis, 46, succeeds Bishop

WUliam G. Curlin, who retired in Sep-

tember 2002. Church canon law re-

quires bishops to turn in their resigna-

tions when they reach 75. Bishop Curlin,

bishop of Charlotte since 1994, turned

75 on Aug. 30, 2002.

"I pray I will be a worthy successor

to Bishop Curlin, and serve with just as

much zeal for souls as he, and Arch-

bishop John F. Donoghue, our second

bishop, and Bishop Michael J. Belgey,

our founding bishop, did in their years

as shepherd," said Bishop Jugis.

MASTER CRAFTSMANSHIP

Morrison Smith jewelers

craft bishop's ring
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— For Bishop Peter

J. Jugis' ring, the bishop and Father

Francis O'Rourke consulted with

Charles W. Smith, Jr. of Morrison Smith

Jewelers.

'The ring is a symbol of the bishop's

faithflilness to the church of Christ, and

especially to the local manifestation of

the church — the Diocese of Charlotte,"

Bishop Jugis said.

The design of the ring, proposed by

Smith, was crafted by several Morrison

Smith master craftsmen. The wax model

was made and cast by Jorge Chabia and

final polishing was done by Peau Lorth.

John Flitton, who has designed for the

Queen of England, did the hand engrav-

ing of the bishop's ring.

The ring is engraved with Bishop

Jugis' coat of arms, his name and the

date of his epi.scopal ordination inside

the band and a pair of interlocked rings

on the side of the ring. The two rings

symbolize his parent's 50-year mar-

riage, which they will celebrate on

Thanksgiving Day.

"I am very grateful to Charles Smith

for the work he did engraving," said

Bishop Jugis. "I'm amazed at how fine

the detail is."

Smith has worked on several

priests' chalices by adding the parent's

wedding rings and diamonds or colored

stones. He made the amethyst ring of

Charlotte's first bishop. Bishop Michael

J. Begley, and engraved a gold cross for

the Bishop Walter Hurley of Detroit.

A native North Carolinian, Smith

was raised in Asheville, where he at-

tended St. Lawrence Church and Catholic

schools. He studied at St. Jerome's College

Seminary in Kitchner, Ont., and later left

the seminary with Bishop Vincent Wa-
ters' permission and blessing.

Smith then attended Asheville

Biltmore College (now the University of

North Carolina at Asheville) and Mem-
phis State University. In July 1962, he

and Judy Lance were married at St. Joan

of Arc Church in Asheville.

In 1954, Smith began working as a

jeweler in Asheville, continuing to work

in the industry while in school in Mem-
phis. Over time. Smith became a master

jewelry craftsman, diamond setter, de-

signer, salesman, gemologist, appraiser,

machine engraver, general manager and

storeowner.

Photos by Karen A. Evans

Charles Smith, owner of Morrison Smith

Jewelers, shows Bishop Peter J. Jugis

the ring he designed for the bishop's

episcopal ordination.

In 1965, with the goal ofowning his

own store. Smith and his wife moved to

Charlotte, where they became parishio-

ners of St. Ann Church. In 1983, that

goal was achieved when he purchased

Morrison Jewelers.

'When I left the seminary studies.

Bishop Waters told me that, he needed

many good la)Tnan in North Carolin;;

which I am trying to be," Smith said

I



We've lost our Beloved Pastor

kut ^ainea a devoted Skepkerd.

Biskop Ju^is, we pray tkat tke li^kt

of God's Grace and Blessings will

continue to ^uide you alon^ your koly patk.

Tke pariskioners of

Our Lady of Lourdes

Monroe

Perdimos nuestro querido Parroco

pero ^anamos un devoto Pastor.

Okispo Ju^is, nosotros oramos para que la hiz,

la ^racia, y las kendiciones

de Dios continuen ^uiandolo por su santo camino.

OS fek^reses de Nuestra Sefiora de Lour<

Monroe
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Congratulations Bishop Peter Jugisl

We thank God for your devoted sendee

to our diocese and pray that, together,

the faithful will continue to grow.

May God Bless you in all

your endeavors.

^V\Vca of Saint Uwr^
^^i^ Deacon and Martyr ^<

Fr. Wilbur N.Thomas— Fr. Joseph Dinh

and the parishioners of the Basilica of St. Lawrence

Asheville,NC

and the Faithful of the Diocese ofArlington

Offer prayerful support

and congratulations to

On the occasion ofhis Installation as the

Bishop ofthe Diocese of Charlotte, North Carolina

Jesus saicC:

"Whoever serves me mustfoCCoxv me, and

wdere I am, there aCso wiCCmy servant be.

"

(John 12:26

)

Blessings as you serve the Diocese ofCharlotte

Yourfriends at Carolina Catholic Bookshoppe — Charlotte

Carolina
Catholic
Bookshoppe

f
I

1

X&e 'Bahl^ful m tl^e Arc{?()iocese of Atlanta

ofer t^eir prayers & sincere congratulations

to Bisl^op Peter ]U0is as (ye begins (yis new

journey) to serve t^e Bo5;y) of Christ in

clyarlotte^ NC. /

May Gob strengtlyen you anb always

keep you safe m His love.

Most Reverend
John F. Donoghue

Archbishop of Atlanta

Bishop Peter Jugis

CHS photo by Kevin E. Murray,

Catholic News and Herald
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The staff & residents of

Catherine's House, Inc.,
a transitional residence for homeless women &

children sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy

extend our prayerful

good wishes to

PeterJ. Jugis

on his installation as

Fourth Bishop of Charlotte
Visit us at http.7/www.orgsites.com/nc/catherineshouse/index,html

The staffofthe

CATHOLIC CONFERENCE CENTER

welcomes our new Shepherd with

greatjoy and anticipation!

May God blessyou and guideyou

inyour new appointment

^[\The Catholic
=1 =z Conference
VI I Center

Hickory, North Carolina

888-536-7441

Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Congratulations on your ordination and installation

as Bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte.

We assure you of our prayers, our love

and our support.

Your friends and neighbors,

Bishop Robert J. Baker,

the clergy, religious and faithful of

the Diocese of Charleston
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Congratulations &
Our Best Wishes

^\shop Peter Jugi^

S/sters 8i SecuV®^

from Winston-Salem

Congratulations BishopJugis and Best Wishes

as you embark on this opportunity

to lead the Diocese of Charlotte

for many years to come.

CI ti street"

Ken Altman (toU free) 866-886-3673

— proudly serving the retirement needs

of diocesan employees for seven years—

Congratulations

BISHOP PETER J. JUGIS -

May Cod Bless You Always

Diocesan Association of
Permanent Deacons

C7ongratu/at/ons
to

Bishop Peter J. Jugis
on his installation as Bishop of the

Diocese of Charlotte.

May the Lord's choicest blessings

be upon you and your people

as you begin your new ministry.

from Bishop F. Joseph Gossman

and the Clergy, Religious and Laity of

the Diocese of Raleigh
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to

/roni fr. Thomas f. MeKunna, CM. &
Vincjzntian prijzsts and Srothjzrs

of thjz Congrjsgation o/ thg Mission "Vincjzntians*

Philad(2lphia, Charlottjz and Grgjznsboro

Jhsi J^AoncidiCjcin (^smJjLfi

Con^ralufaiions

ancfSocPs specialSfessin^s

io ^hJiop CPeier ^u^is

C7rom /Jie Franciscan Friars and^lajj
F£e Franciscan Gen/er, SreensSoro

Good News Ministries

organizers of the Southeast FIRE Rally

congratulate yg
Bishop Peter Jugis,

the fourth

Bishop of Charlotte. A CAmOUC ALUANCE OF
RUTH, NTERCESSION, REPENTANCE, AND EWNGEUSM

May you experience a profound outpouring

of the Holy Spirit throughout your

ministry to the Body of Christ.

La Comunidad Hispana de la Diocesis de

Charlotte quiere felicitar a nuestro nuevo

Obispo Peter Jugis. Tenemos la esperanza

de que su conocimiento de nuestra

realidad y su ministerio episcopal

aumente la unidad de nuestra Iglesia

local. Como Ministerio Hispano estamos

deseosos de poder contribuir con

nuestras oraciones, sacrificio y trabajo a

la realizacion del Reino de Dios.

Felicidades, Senor Obispo Peter Jugis!

Willy joyful jjrayers anb X^mksQkr^Q

on tlye orbmatwn and mstallation

of our fourll) Bisl^op of clyarlotte^

PETER JOSEPH JUGIS; J.C.D.

Family Life Office

Catholic Social Services

1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, North Carolina 28203-4003

704-370-3228

Programs: Elder Ministry, Family Life,

Marriage Preparation, Natural Family

Planning, and Respect Life
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CongratuUtions

Bisbop Peter J. Jugis

Diocese of Charlotte

Bisbop Joseph 6,

Kurtz Atii) the

Diocese of KnoxDille

oflfer best tDisbes xnb

prayers to our

neigbbor xnb friend,

tbe uetD bisbop

of CbArlotte,

"Ad Multos Annos"

BISHOP PETER JUGIS

With prayers,

Holy Angels Catholic Church

Mt. Airy

Coiyratu(dtions

to (BisHop (PeterJugis
on the occasion offiis ordination ancCinstaCCation

as (Bisfiop ofthe (Diocese ofCharlotte, O^orth Cdi'oRna

from the Staffand(Parishioners of
St. Matthew Cathode Cfiurch

Msgr. John J. McSweeney, (Pastor

m
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"A bishop takes the place of Christ Himself as teacher, shepherd,

and priest and acts as His representative.

"

—Lumen Gentium 21

CONGRATULATIONS BISHOP JUGIS

Ad multos annos.

Fr. Michael Kottar and the Parishioners of Holy Redeemer, Andrews
and Prince of Peace, Robbinsville

Congratulations

Bishop Peter Jugis!

We look forward to seeing
you here at our parish.

(3lmmacwIatE (Hanceptxan

Moman (Eni^aixc (Sll\nrcl}

Forest City

St Mary's

Catholic Church

818 McGowan Road
Shelby, North Carolina 28150

Congratulations

&
Best Wishes

to

Christ the King Mission

7 14 store street

Kings Mountain, North Carolina 28086

Congratulations to Bishop PeterJugis

The parish famiUes of Sacred Heart Church

and Sacred Heart School pledge

our prayerful support to you as you

begin your service as our Sheph

Salisbury
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THE MONKS OF BELMONT ABBEY

AND THE Belmont Abbey College Community

OFFER PRAYERS AND BEST WISHES TO

BISHOP PETER JUGI5

ON THE OCCASION OF HIS EPISCOPAL ORDINATION

AND Installation as the

FOURTH Bishop of Charlotte.
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Above left: Then-Rev. Mr. Peter Jugis and other transitional deacons of the diocese in Maggie Valley July 20, 1982. Clockwisefrom left:

Rev. Mr. John Hanic, Rev. Mr. John Schneider, Rev. Mr. Ron Marecki, Rev. Mr. Bob Choquet, Rev. Mr. Jugis, Rev. Mr. Ray Berg.

Above top right: Bishop Peter J. Jugis at Mass at Our Lady ofLourdes Church in Monroe in August 2003. Above right: Bishop Peter

J. Jugis offers Communion at St. Matthew Church Oct. 24, 2003. Below left: Bishop Jugis at a parish picnic in Monroe in September

2003. Below right: Bishop Peter J. Jugis prays at his ordination Mass at St. Matthew Church Oct. 24. — Staffand courtesy photos
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August 4, 2003

Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish

725 Deese Street

Monroe, NC28112

Dear Bishop-Elect Jugis:

Please accept my sincere congratulations on the occasion ofyour appointiiient as Bishop of

Charlotte.

The news of this appointment has been a source of great joy for me. I know that you are

extremely well qualified to fulfill the responsibilities of your new and important assignment.

Certainly the priests, the religious and the faithful ofthe Diocese ofCharlotte will be blessed by your
faithful and wise service in their midst.

While you are undoubtedly conscious of the weight of your new office, you can also be

encouraged by the knowledge that God will ever be with you. Please be assured ofmy prayerful

support and that of your brother Bishops in the United States.

As you are ordained to the Episcopacy, may you rejoice in the new life of Jesus Christ, Our
Savior and Lord.

With every best wish, I remain

Bishop-elect Peter J. Jugis

Diocese of Charlotte

Post Office Box 36776

Charlotte, North Carolina 28236

Dear Peter:

My warmest congratulations to you as you embark upon your new responsibilities as

Bishop of Charlotte.

The prayers and support of your brother bishops are with you as you begin this important

service to the Church. The Diocese of Charleston joins the universal Church in extending to you

our love, good wishes, and prayers.

Fraternally yours in Christ,

A ' J.I Most Reverend Robert J. Baker

RJB/sw

OfTicK of th<' BiKbop

11'; Hrond .Strt'ei • Charle.'.ioii, South C-irolina 20<i01

l>,0 Box Kia • CJiailcsfon. South Cnroliiu 29-i02 • Phone (K-13> SSS-il^O ext S • FAX iH)3) "'2'1-63S'?
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BELMOMT ABBEY
Belmont, North Carolina 28012-1802

Office of the Abbot

(704) 825-6675

FAX (704) 825-6680

August 1, 2003

The Most Reverend Peter Jugis

Bishop-elect of Charlotte

1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, North Carolina 28203

Dear Father,

Please accept my congratulations and best wishes, offered on behalf of our entire

monastic community, on your election as Bishop of Charlotte. Each day dirough these past
eleven months we have prayed at the Abbey during Mass "that God provide a good bishop
for our Church of Charlotte." O ur g ood G od h as i ndeed a nswered o ur p rayers m ost
generously Be assured that I and our monastic and college communities at Belmont Abbey
look forward to assisting you in any way we can in your service to our diocese.

With best wishes and an assurance of a daily remembrance in my prayers, I remain.

Sincerely yours,

Placid D. Solan, O.S.B.

Abbot

Tuesday 30 September, 2003

The Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis

Bishop-Elect of Charlotte

Diocese of Charlotte

1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, North Carolina 282203

Your Excellency,

I renew my best wishes and congratulations at your nomination as the

Fourth Bishop of Charlotte. I am certain that the people of your home
diocese are overjoyed with this appointment. I am confident that they

will cooperate enthusiastically with all your efforts to serve them.

Unfortunately, I cannot attend your Episcopal Ordination and

Installation on Friday 24 October, 2004 because I will be returning

home from Rome on that date. I want to assure you, however, of my
prayers on that happy day for you, your family, friends, and colleagues.

May the Lord be with you as you begin this new ministry and bring you

every blessing and happiness.

I look forward to working with you in our Episcopal Conference.

Wtfh cordial good wishes, Peter, may I remain.

Fraternally yours in Christ,

"f- Wilton D. Gregory,

Bishop of Belleville

WDe:wdg
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Bishop Jugis benefits from tribunai worli
Experiences helped guide marriage preparations

File photo

Father Peter J. Jugis, Msgr. John J. McSweeney and retired Bishop Michael J. Begley

examine the future bishop's 400-page dissertation, "Marriage In the New Code of

Canon Law" In 1992.

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — In November
1985, while serving as parochial

vicar of St. John Neumann Church in

Charlotte, Bishop Jugis was ap-

pointed as a judge to the diocesan

tribunal by then-Bishop John F.

Donoghue.
The tribunal examines cases of

marriage nullity when married
couples petition for a marriage annul-

ment, necessary in order to remarry

in the Catholic Church.

"Theoretically, the tribunal can

also handle other matters, but it

mostly deals with marriage matters,"

said Bishop Jugis.

Over the years. Bishop Jugis has

often served dual roles as pastor or

parish administrator while working
on the tribunal. In July 1991, while

serving as parochial vicar of St. Leo
the Great Church in Winston-Salem,

he was appointed as judicial vicar of

the tribunal.

"Whether I was looking for

grounds of nullity or preparing a

couple for marriage, I would just put

on a different hat depending on
whether I was in the tribunal office or

at a parish," said Bishop Jugis.

Despite the extra work and the

travel to and from the diocesan pasto-

ral center in Charlotte, where the tri-

bunal offices are located. Bishop Jugis

said he benefited from the experience.

"Working on the tribunal was a

tremendous help to my marriage
preparation with couples," he said.

While studying the jurisprudence

of the church on marriage annul-

ments and grounds for nullity, he

said, he vvould look for "defects or

deficiencies that were present at the

very beginning of the marriage."

"Thinking in those terms, when I

would meet with a couple in a parish

setting to prepare them for marriage,

I was made a little more aware if

there were serious problems that

might not have struck me in the same
way if I had not been involved in the

tribunal," said Bishop Jugis.

"I could see the beginning stages

of a problem unresolved, and in the

tribunal I could see what havoc that

it reeks 10 to 15 to 20 years later," he

said. "I could bring that information

to bear and talk with the couple and
say, 'This matter that is a problem for

you in your relationship now is some-
thing you really have to give a lot of

attention to, because my experience

from others is that it's not going to go
away and could eventually destroy

your relationship if you're not serious

on working on it.'"

His tribunal work "enriched my
understanding of studying relation-

ships," said Bishop Jugis.

"The most important thing is that

God has to be first in the marriage,

because in any relationship — includ-

ing the relationship of marriage —
there's going to be differences of opin-

ion, there's going to be problems that

arise," he said. "There has to be some
spiritual depth to the relationship in

order for that relationship to not only

survive, but to prosper and to move
forward."

While on the tribunal. Bishop
Jugis said he has seen some relation-

ships where God is not present and
there's no spirituality or religion in-

volved.

"There was no unity and many
times couples were going for other

goals in life, material possessions or

things that were not going to help the

couple when difficult times arose and
would not see them through those

difficulties," he said.

"There comes a problem upon a

problem, and the couple may get

through it, work through it, but it

remains forever as a deep wound in a

relationship that never gets resolved

or forgiven," said the bishop. "But

when God is there, and if each of the

parties is serious about their own re-

lationship with God, he's the one who
strengthens and heals and gives the

couples the grace to really forgive and
build an even stronger marriage and
relationship, rather than one that's

just kind of drifting along."

"It's God's grace that makes the

marriage something beautiful and a

sacrament of Christ's love," he said.

Bishop Jugis celebrated the an-

nual diocesan 25th and 50th wedding
anniversary Mass at St. Gabriel

Church in Charlotte Oct. 26; his par-

ents, Joe and Peggy Jugis, were
among the participants celebrating

their 50th wedding anniversary.

In his homily, the bishop stressed

Christ's grace, which gives couples

"all that you need to live your mar-
riage." He said it is Christ's love that

WINSTON-SALEM — Follow-

ing the completion of doctoral studies

in 1993, Bishop Peter J. Jugis, then-

parochial vicar of St. Leo the Great

Church, became the first priest of the

Diocese of Charlotte to be awarded a

doctorate in canon law.

Bishop Jugis defended his thesis

at the Catholic University of America
in Washington in November 1992.

Even though the doctorate was a

personal achievement. Bishop Jugis

looked at the degree as a diocesan

degree.

"It was the bishop who first asked

me to study — Bishop (Michael J.)

Begley then Bishop (now Archbishop

John F.) Donoghue," said Bishop
Jugis. "They always made the oppor-

tunities available."

Studies for the doctorate began in

August 1987, two years after being

appointed as parochial vicar of St.

John Neumann Church in Charlotte

and a judge on the diocesan tribunal,

which studies cases of marriage nul-

lity when married couples petition for

a marriage annulment in order to re-

marry in the Catholic Church.

In August 1988, he returned to

the Diocese of Charlotte as parochial

teaches spouses how to be patient,

compassionate and forgiving — cru-

cial qualities for a sacramental mar-
riage.

To honor his parents' union.

Bishop Jugis had intertwined circles

symbolizing the marriage bond en-

graved into his bishop's ring.

vicar of Sacred Heart Church in

Salisbury before returning to Wash-
ington to continue studies in the fall

of 1989.

In July 1991, he returned to St.

Leo the Great Church as parochial

vicar and was appointed as judicial

vicar of the diocesan tribunal. He re-

ceived his doctorate in canon law in

May 1993.

With the conclusion of his stud-

ies. Bishop Jugis resumed his part-

time work on the tribunal as judicial

vicar while serving as pastor of Holy
Infant Church in Reidsville that same
year.

"I am very pleased that he has the

degree," said Archbishop Donoghue.
"It will be helpful for the diocese, es-

pecially in the tribunal, and also with

canonical research."

"I consider the degree for service

to the diocese," said Bishop Jugis in

1992. "Whatever Bishop Donoghue
wants me to do to serve the diocese,

I'm there for that."

Eleven years later. Archbishop
Donoghue ordained Bishop Jugis

as the fourth bishop of Charlotte at

St. Matthew Church in Charlotte

Oct. 24.

I

What Others Say

MARY LOU HILDRETH, DIRECTOR OF THE TRIBUNAL

& DEFENDER OF THE BOND:

"I've been privileged to work with the bishop since he returned from Rome and was
assigned as a judge in the tribunal. As a young man and new priest he was always

obedient and served admirably where the need was, but he made no secret of the

fact he was always happiest when he was in the parish, ministering to the people.

How fitting and right that he's now shepherd to all of his people. And how blessed

we are."

MSGR. JOSEPH KERIN, RETIRED PRIEST OF THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE:

"I'm very happy that Bishop Jugis is our new bishop. He really has North Carolina in

his heart - he was raised here, became a priest here and is now our bishop. I think

he'll have a lot of respect and a great deal of help from the priests and the people. I

do look forward to him being successful, even though as a bishop he'll have to face

many tough and difficult decisions."

Bishop Jugis awarded doctorate

in canon iaw
First priest of diocese to receive degree



October 31, 2003 The Catholic News & Herald 17
1

The Capuchin Friars of Charlotte

WITH THE Parishioners

OF St. Thomas Aquinas and

Our Lady of Consolation

WISH EVERY blessing

ON OUR NEW
Bishop PE i iE!F^ J« JLJ0IS«

Ad Multos Annos

LI
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~y~he Most Kev. (jerald M- £>arbanto

WitK the entire diocesan famtlti of

palm £)eacli

Offers prayerfui best wishes to

the Most Kev. feter J. Jugis

as the |\|ew Shepherd of

~]~he Pi'ocese of (Charlotte

The Charlotte

Knights and Dames
of Malta

congratulate you on

your appointment.

Gcon^ra ions.

Bishop Jxigis,

and!^esi ToJis^es I

Cathal/c CZhutch

High Point

Blessings Le upon you,

BISHOP PETER JUGIS!

Jesuit House of Prayer

Hot Springs, Nortk

he Pennybyrn at Maryfield family and the Sisters of the

Poor Servants of the Mother of God congratulate Bishop Peter

Jugis on his ordination and installation as the next Bishop of the

Diocese of Charlotte.

God's blessings

be with you.

1^

pgMKIVBVRKI
M A R Y F 1 E L D

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

1315 Greensboro Road * High Point, NC 27260 « 336.886.4103

I
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Bishop Jugis,

May your episcopal ministry be characterized by

the compassion, wisdom, and opermess to all God's people

which have been the hallmarks of the ministry ofBishop Gossman
with whom we have served in the Diocese of Raleigh.

Students from the Diocese of Charlotte who attend

UNC-Chapel Hill

will be well cared for!

Newman

rcatCatholic
Student

Center
Parish

Father Phillip Leach

www.Newman-ChapelHill.org

Best Wishes

from Charlotte's ONLY
Catholic Assisted Living Community

The Residents and Staffof

The Little Flower Assisted Living Community
Charlotte

"The MaryCancCTrovince
oftfie Society ofJesus
extends prayerful congratulations to

"Bisfiop Teter J. Jugis
on his ordination and installation as

'Bisfioj)

of the Diocese of Charlotte, North Carolina

n. BARNABA/ PARI/H IN ARDEN

/END/ OUR PLEDGE OF PRAYER AND /UPPORT TO OUR NEW BI/HOP

HI/ EXCELLENCY, THE MO/T REVEREND PETER J. JUGI/, JX.D*

St. Barnabas Parish

Arden,NC
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Q D

Bishop Jugis

Prayers and Best Wishes

The Oratorians

Rock Hill, SC

Bishop lugis,

THE HISPANIC COMMUNITY OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE,
WITH MUCH JOY, OFFERS ITS PRAYERSAND BEST WISHES

TO BISHOP PETER JUGIS

Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church
Charlotte

The pastor and parishioners of

Our Lady of the Highways

wish our new Bishop

a long, fruitful and happy service

in his ministry as chiefshepherd in

the Diocese of Charlotte.

Our Lady ofthe Highways Church

Thomasville

CZong-pc^ituUtions

!

Oec7T ^iskop v_Jugis,

C^u-p j— C^ommunitLj pleJges our'

prcyi.Ljer'ful support anc^ loijcil commi-tmen-b

to Ljou as ouv ^kepliefJ.

/\s tlie successor' of tine /Apostles,

mav] Ljou te<:^cln, govern c^nJ styinctifL) us a?

v^Jesus' CZkosen ^erv<:^nt.

c^L( tke
I

orJ Uess qou witln a loving anc

fulfilling ministrL).

more ^eavs of C^^oJ's Uessing s.

Our Lady ofthe Rosary, Lexington, NC

1

The Priests of the Congregation of the

Mission of St. Vincent de Paul,

at Our Lady of Guadalupe in Charlotte,

promise their continued prayers

and support for Peter Jugis

on his Installation as Bishop of Charlotte.

VINCENTIAN COMMUNITY

Congregation of the Mission
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J.S. Paluch Company
"Serving the Catholic Churchfor over 90 years

"

Prayerful Congratulations

and

Best wishes

Bishop Peter Jugis

on your appointment as

Bishop ofthe Diocese ofCharlotte

Greg Diincan, Parish Consultant

Parishioner ofSt. Mark Church, Huntersville NC

Queen of the Apostles Church

Congratulates Bishop Jugis

From a small parish with a small budget, but a big heart.-

We salute our former pastor and our Shepherd/Bishop.

Queen of the Apostles Church

Belmont

The Most Reverend Thomas G. Doran

and the

Clergy, ReTigious and Laity

of the Diocese ofRockford

offer prayers and best wishes

on the occasion of the

Episcopal Installation of

The Mosf Reverend Peter J. Jugis

as the Bishop ofthe Diocese of Charlotte

Bishop Peter J. Jugis & fellow canon lawyer,

Mercy Sister Jeanne-Margaret McNally.

Congratulatwns on your Instdiatwn as t^e

'Sourtl^ Orbmary of t^e Diocese of Cli?ar(otte.

Tl^an^ you for your milmgness to ieab

Gob^s people anb for iwrng your motto:

CARITAS CHRISTI URGET NOS
The love ofChrist urges us onward.

You w][[ he remembereb bmiy m our tl)oual)ts

anb prayers as you s(^ep(^erb your flock

Sisters of Merc^ of tl}e Amerkas

Regiona( Commumty of Nortl[; Carolma
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Bishop J. Kevin Boland and the

people of the Diocese of Savannah

extend prayerful best wishes to

Bishop Peter Jugis

on his installation as

Bishop of Charlotte.

CONGRATULATIONS!

We are privileged to serve

in the Diocese of Charlotte.

The Sisters of St. Francis of Tiffin, Ohio
serving the Diocese of Charlotte since 1964.

Las Hermanas de San Francisco

de Tiffin, Ohio

Congratulations
and

God's blessings

St, Aloysius Church
Hickory

"Thus, as St. Irenaeus testifies, through those who were

appointed bishops by the apostles, and through their successors

down in our own time, the apostolic tradition is manifested

andpreserved. " Lumen Gentium 20

CONGRATUIATIONS!
BISHOP PETER JOSEPH JUGiS

MAYOUR EORD BEESS YOU
ABUNDANTEY.

THE MOTHERS AND BABIES,
STAFF, AND BOARD

of

ROOMAT THE INN
3737 WEONAAVENUE
CHAREOTTE, NC 28209

"You shall receivepower when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, andyou

shall be witnessesfor me in Jerusalem, and in allJudea and in

Samaria, and even to the very ends ofthe earth. " —Acts 1:8

Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge, Rector,

And
The Administration, Faculty, Deacons, and

Seminarians

Of

Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary

in the Archdiocese ofPhiladelphia

Extend Prayerful Best Wishes

To

Most Reverend PeterJ Jugis

on the Occasion ofHis appointment

^5 the Fourth Bishop

ofthe Diocese ofCharlotte
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The Parhh of Eugene

offen prayerful support

and give^ thanks to God

for our new Shepherd,

Bhhop Peter Jugh.

Aiheville

Our congratulations and prayers

to Bishop Peter Jugis.

From tlie Catliolic community of

soutkwestem Nortk Carolina,

nortk Georgia,

and southeastern Tennessee.

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Hayesville

St. William Church

Murphy

Congratulations and
prayers for your

service as our Shepherd.

St. Benedict the Moor
Winston-Salem, NC

Congratulations

BISHOPJUGIS

Be assured of our prayers that the Holy Spirit

grant you the graces to teach, rule and sanctify God's people.

The Parishioners of St. James in Concord, St. Joseph in Kannapolis,

and the Redemptorists who serve them

St. James,

Concord

We keep you

in our prayers.

St. Joseph,

Kannapolis
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The Cunillo Movement sends our heartfelt congratulations on your appointment as Bishop of Charlotte.

You are a blessing to both (ursillo and the diocese.

Your zeal for the Lord inspires us all.

Know that our prayers and support are forever with you.

Pax et Bonum

The friars, staff and

parishioners of

Immaculate Conception Church

welcome our new Bishop

with prayerful support and

good wishes.

Ad multos annos!

Mission Statement:
hejiinBd by iie He; dearih, and lesiareclion of av
Jests Chrisjl and empowered by our saoramenbl Me, we
share aR people His compassioiw iaignvntess and

heafing,wMe celHbiali^B tfie <fiw!^^
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New shepherd calls on all to help

'make known the love of Christ'

ORDINATION, from page 1

from diocesan parishes, missions, orga-

nizations, institutions and schools. Also

included were clerical representatives of

the Lutheran, Episcopal, United Meth-

odist and Baptist denominations in

North Carolina.

"God has given us great blessings

on this day ofjoy, and it is a sign of His

people's love that we are gathered in

such great numbers to witness the ordi-

nation of the Diocese of Charlotte's

fourth bishop, and to welcome him into

the midst of his flock," said Archbishop

John F. Donoghue of Atlanta, the princi-

pal ordaining bishop and . the second

bishop of Charlotte.

Joining Archbishop Donoghue was

Bishop WOliam G. Curlin, bishop emeri-

tus of Charlotte; Bishop F. Joseph

Gossman of Raleigh; Bishop Robert J.

Baker of Charleston; Bishop David B.

Thompson, bishop emeritus of Charles-

ton; Bishop Raymond J. Boland of Sa-

vannah; Bishop Joseph E. Kurtz of

Knoxville; and Archbishop Gabriel

Montalvo, apostolic nuncio to the United

States.

Archbishop Donoghue called on the

people of the diocese to love and support

Bishop Jugis, to seek his guidance and to

accept his teaching in his role as their

shepherd.

"Father Peter Joseph Jugis has al-

ready shown the people of this diocese

his dedication and love, and it is because

the Lord recognizes his abilities, his gifts

and his potential in the souls ofthe faith-

ful that the church now calls him to be

your bishop," he said.

Archbishop Donoghue called

Bishop Jugis "a man for the times and for

the place."

"Your heart, your soul, your roots

are here in the hills and plains of North

Carolina," said the archbishop. "You
carry in the record of development of

your vocation the blessing and encour-

agement of two of the finest servants of

the Lord — Bishop (Michael J.) Begley

and Msgr. (John) McSweeney."

Msgr. McSweeney, then-vocations

director for the diocese, proposed the

idea of being a priest to Bishop Jugis in

the late 1970s. Bishop Begley inter-

viewed Bishop Jugis as a potential semi-

narian in 1979.

Continuing, Archbishop Donoghue
said to Bishop Jugis, 'You carry into the

future the same blessing and encourage-

ment of Bishop Curlin and myself, who
have known your goodness and your

devotion to the faithful of North Caro-

lina."

"And ... you were ordained by the

hand of our most beloved and remark-

able pope, John Paul II," said Arch-

bishop Donoghue. "But do not forget

that it is Christ the Lord who has chosen

you, and that when he chooses a bishop,

he also chooses a martyr. And martyrs

must be strong, for themselves and for

the church they live and die to foster."

Flanking a kneeling Bishop Jugis,

Msgr. McSweeney, now pastor of St.

Matthew Church, and Msgr. Anthony
Kovacic, a retired priest of the diocese,

requested Archbishop Donoghue confer

ordination on Bishop Jugis.

Archbishop Montalvo then read the

apostolic letter ofPope John Paul II. The
document authenticates the Holy
Father's appointment of Bishop Jugis as

spiritual leader of the diocese.

Archbishop Donoghue questioned

Bishop Jugis in the presence of the gath-

ered people on his resolve to uphold the

faith and to discharge his duties as

bishop. Bishop Jugis then lay prostrate

as the Litany of the Saints was sung.

Next was the laying on of hands by

the bishops on Bishop Jugis' head. The
ancient gesture, expressing the outpour-

ing of the Holy Spirit, has been used

since apostolic times for transmitting the

authority and offices in the Catholic

Church.

Rev. Mr. Ben Wenning, diocesan

coordinator of the permanent diaconate,

and Rev. Mr. Louis Pais of St. Gabriel

Church in Charlotte, then held the Book

of the Gospels over Bishop Jugis' head, a

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Flanked by Msgr. Anthony Kovacic and Msgr. John McSweeney, Bishop Peter J. Jugis

lies prostrate during the Litany of the Saints at his ordination Mass.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

As Archbishop John F. Donoghue prays the prayer of ordination, Rev. Mr. Ben Wenning

and Rev. Mr. Louis Pais hold the Book of the Gospels over Bishop Peter J. Jugis'

head during his ordination Mass at St. Matthew Church Oct. 24. The gesture expresses

the burden the bishop will assume of proclaiming the Gospel as a member of the

college of bishops, as the ordaining bishops prayed the prayer of ordination.

gesture expressing the burden the

bishop will assume of proclaiming the

Gospel as a member of the college of

bishops, as the ordaining bishops

prayed the prayer of ordination.

Bishop Jugis' head was then

anointed with sacred chrism, signifying

the full share in the priesthood of Jesus

he received through the laying on of

hands and the prayer of ordination.

The Book of the Gospels was pre-

sented to Bishop Jugis as a symbol of a

bishop's ministry of teaching and

preaching. He also received his ring, mi-

ter and crosier, which are signs of the

office of bishop. Bishop Jugis then took

his seat in the cathedra, the bishop's

chair, and received a round of applause

from the bishops and congregation.

In remarks at the end of Mass,

Bishop Jugis resolved "to pray without

ceasing to Almighty God for the holy

people."

"We all must know that the Lord's

work cannot be done without prayer," he

said.

Bishop Jugis thanked Archbishop

Montalvo for his presence at the Mass.

'Y^our excellency, you are the per-

sonal representative of our Holy Father,

and through you we send him our affec-

tion and esteem on the occasion of his

25th anniversary as the \icar of Christ,"

said Bishop Jugis. "We promise our con-

tinued prayers for his ministry."

Bishop Jugis expressed his grati-

tude for the priests and deacons of the

diocese. 'W^e are to guide the holy people

of God in the way of salvation, to shep-

herd souls into eternal life," he said.

"What a glorious calling, the work of

salvation."

Bishop Jugis also addressed the im-

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

The newly-ordained Bishop Peter J. Jugis

prays during his ordination Mass.

portance of the laity in salvation.

'The Second Vatican Council taught

that sacred responsibility is given to tlie

laity to grow in personal holiness day by

day and to see to it that you make
known the Gospel message of salvation

to all people," he said, "and that you

transform our modern culture with the

spirit of the Gospel."

"All of this springs from prayer and

from our celebration of the sacraments,

especially from our communion with the

Lord in the holy Eucharist," said Bishop

Jugis. "Tlie Holy Spirit will guide us in

helping make known the lo\'e of Christ."
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Bishop Peter J. Jugis received in his cathedral
Bishop stresses importance ofprayer, faith in God

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — It was standing

room only at Bishop Peter J. Jugis' first

Mass in his cathedral church.

Bishop Jugis, ordained one day ear-

lier as bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte,

celebrated his rite of reception in St.

Patrick Cathedral Oct. 25.

"On this happy and joyful day, we
are happy, excited and very proud to

welcome you to your cathedral church

of St. Patrick," said Father Paul Gary,

rector of St. Patrick, to Bishop Jugis.

e promise you our lox e, our prayers,

our obedience, and we pray that the

Lord may give you many wonderful,

fruitful years as the fourth bishop of

Charlotte."

"I think he's going to be a wonderful

bishop," said Joyce Toomey, one of the

original parishioners of St. Patrick Ca-

thedral, consecrated in September 1939.

"I'm thrilled that he's going to be here."

Concelebrating the Mass with Fa-

ther Gary was Benedictine Abbot
Placid Solari, abbot of Belmont Abbey;

Father Lawrence LoMonaco, paro-

chial vicar of St. Patrick; Bishop Will-

iam G. Curlin, bishop emeritus of

Charlotte, Msgr. Mauricio W. West,

diocesan administrator since Bishop

Curlin's retirement in September
2002; and other priests of the diocese.

Assisting were Rev. Mr. Carlos

Medina and Rev. Mr. Nicholas Fadero,

permanent deacons of the cathedral.

Before processing into the cathedral.

Bishop Jugis sprinkled the congregation

with holy water from the baptismal font.

He then took his place on the cathedra,

the bishop's seat, and received a round of

applause from the congregation.

Bishop Jugis thanked the cathedral

clergy, staff and parish for their gracious

welcome to him. He then acknowledged

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis sprinkles the congregation with holy water at his rite of reception

Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral Oct. 25.

the priests, deacons and seminarians in

attendance, as well as parishioners from

churches -at which he had previously

served, including Our Lady of Lourdes

in Monroe, Queen of the Apostles in

Belmont and St. Leo the Great in Win-
ston-Salem.

Bishop Jugis also expressed his

gratitude to Bishop Curlin, who acted

"as spiritual director for the people ofour

diocese, helping us and guiding us in the

ways of holiness ... and fixing our sights

on Jesus."

Reiterating some of his remarks

from his ordination Mass, Bishop
Jugis stressed the importance of

prayer and faith.

"All of this is the work of the Holy
Spirit, and anything we do for Christ in

the church has to spring from prayer,"

he said. "I trust, as we all do, in the

guidance and help of the Holy Spirit in

all that we do for our Lord."

Bishop Jugis said our souls are

searching for God, whether we know
it or not, and Jesus is "calling you
every day in every moment of your
day to take courage to get up and
follow him."

"Without faith, our intellect can-

not understand the mysteries of our

faith," said Bishop Jugis. "Without
the help of God's grace, it is beyond
our comprehension. Faith sheds light

on our intellect ... Faith puts us into

union with God and orients our en-

tire life in the direction of Heaven, and
focuses all of our energies to. achieve

that goal — heaven, eternal life."

Bishop Jugis asked the congrega-

tion how much time they spend
"nourishing" their faith with prayer,

spiritual and Bible readings and at

Mass "compared to the time spent

reading novels, magazines, newspa-
pers and watching television."

"The more novels, magazines and

newspapers I read and television I

watch, my thoughts and my speech

begin to be indistinguishable from
the media at large," he said. "But the

closer I stay to Christ, in prayer, with

Mass and spiritual readings, the

more my faith grows and I stay ori-

ented in the direction of eternal life."

Speaking of the day's Gospel
reading. Bishop Jugis said, "The first

few sentences spoken to the man by

the roadside leaving Jericho are fresh

and full of life for us today. 'Your faith

has saved you. Take courage. Get up.

Jesus is calling you.'"

What Others Say

MSGR. JOHN J. MCSWEENEY, PASTON, ST. MATTHEW CHURCH:

"He's always a man of faith. In his prayer, he's very serious and contemplative in nature.

He's a man of intelligence, integrity and he has a tremendous sense of humility."

ARCHBISHOP JOHN F. DONOGHUE OF ATLANTA:

"I was delighted when I heard the Holy Father had chosen Bishop Jugis. I called him and told him I was

pleased (with the appointment). The Diocese of Charlotte is very lucky to have him. He has many virtues,

particularly his humility."

VALERIE GEBHARDT, ST. PATRICK CATHEDRAL PARISHIONER

:

"It's a blessing by God that he chose Bishop Jugis to be the bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte. It's an

honor for us. We prayed so hard for a holy bishop and the fact that he's from North Carolina is wonderful.

He's a bishop of our own, and we're so thrilled."

GEORGE COBB, QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES CHURCH:

"What most impresses me about Bishop Jugis is his sensitivity to the community— his ability to listen to all

sides and come to a decision that both meets the needs of the parish and seems to satisfy most people

involved. We talk about a spiritual discernment in making our decisions. Bishop Jugis shows us, by

teaching and example, how to do that.

MARY KING, PARISHIONER AT HOLY INFANT CHURCH
"Bishop Jugis will lead this diocese in the right direction."

REIDSVILLE:

Photo

Bishop Peter J. Jugis receives applause from the clergy participating in

reception Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral.

BY Kevin E. Murray

his rite of
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SILVER, GOLDAND DIAMONDS

Couples shine at

anniversary Mass
Spouses celebrate seven

millennia ofmatrimony
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Newly ordained

Bishop Peter J. Jugis gave 198 married

couples a special gift Oct. 26 — the gift

of his prayer.

He told the couples who gathered for

the diocesan wedding anniversary cel-

ebration at St. Gabriel Church that he

had prayed for each couple as he signed

their congratulatory certificate in recog-

nition of their 25th, 50th or 60th wed-

ding anniversaries.

"My prayer is that you realize that

the greatest gifts are the spiritual ones,

for they come directly from God," said

Bishop Jugis.

"Christ's grace and presence has

made your marriage come alive," said

the bishop in his homily. 'That grace, so

rich, gives you all that you need to live

your marriage — the grace of Christ

flowing from the redemption, the gift of

his love."

The anniversary Mass honors those

couples who represent the perseverance

and commitment symbolized in the sac-

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Roses were given to the married couples

participating In the diocesan wedding

anniversary Mass.

rament of matrimony, said Gerard
Carter, diocesan director offamily life for

Catholic Social Services.

"In this time when the average mar-

riage lasts seven years, these couples

symbolize the resolve required to live

out marriage for 25, 50 years or longer,"

Carter said.

Peter and Tina Desrosiers of St.

Philip the Apostle Church in StatesvOle

recommended listening, being patient

and "taking it slow" as the ingredients to

their 25-year happy marriage.

"The first 49 years are the hard-

est," teased Peggy Jugis, the mother of

Bishop Jugis.

Joe and Peggy Jugis were married

on Thanksgiving Day, 1953 at St.

Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte. Bishop

Jugis will celebrate Mass at St. Vincent

de Paul Church this year on Thanksgiv-

ing Day, when he will bestow a special

blessing on his parents in honor of their

50 years of matrimony.

Prior to the Aug. 1 announcement
of his designation as the fourth
bishop of Charlotte, Bishop Jugis

thought he would not be able to at-

tend the Anniversary Mass. As it

turned out, he not only attended the

Mass, but celebrated it, receiving the

offertory gifts from his parents.

Above even love, Peggy Jugis cites

trust and respect as the most important

qualities in a marriage. "I completely

trust Joe, except when I see him heading

out the door with the pruning shears in

his hands," she said.

She doesn't believe in love at first

sight, because "You can't truly love

someone you don't know."

Kate Boschini said when one of her

sons announces his engagement, she

will tell him if his bride doesn't have

sense of humor "then join the priest-

hood." She and her husband George,

parishioners of St. Pius X Church in

Greensboro, are celebrating their 25th

anniversary this year.

"Many of these couples have seen

incredible happiness and sadness

throughout their lives together, but

What Others Say

PEGGY JUGIS, BISHOP JUGIS' MOTHER:

"Once (Bishop Jugis) became an adult, he was in the Lord's hands. That's the way it is

with all parents — you have to let them go, but be there to catch them when they fall.

(Bishop Jugis) was always very deep— he had an adult mind in a child's body. The people

will see his quiet strength. Don't be fooled by the quietness."

LEE ACCETTULLO, LEADERSHIP OF THE CURSILLO FOR THE DIOCESE OF
CHARLOTTE:

"It's very special to have one of our own become bishop, and to have watched him grow in

his ministry."

Photo by Karen A. Evans

From left, Msgr. Mauricio W. West, Bishop Peter 1. Jugis and Father Francis 0'Rourl<e

at the diocesan wedding anniversary Mass at St. Gabriel Church Oct. 26.

they come here today to renew their

commitment to one another— not al-

ways an easy task," Carter said. "We
are exceptionally lucky to have such

sterling examples of fidelity to one an-

other and honor to the vows into

which they entered."

George and Grace Savaria are

among 13 couples from St. Margaret

Church in Maggie Valley celebrating

50th wedding anniversaries in 2003.

"We have had a great life together,"

said George Savaria. "(My wife) took

care of me in sickness and in health."

'This diocese is exploding with fami-

lies of all ages," said Carter. 'What a

wonderful opportunity we have with a

bishop who is able to honor his owti par-

ents in their life of commitment, and the

commitment of so many other couples."

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis accepts the gifts from his parents, Joe and Peggy Jugis, during

the diocesan wedding anniversary Mass.
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Above left: Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, apostolic nuncio, reads Pope John

Paul IPs apostolic letter at Bishop Peter J. Jugis' ordination Mass at St.

Matthew Church Oct. 24. Above right: Vietnamese youth dance with candles at

Bishop Jugis' ordination Mass. Below left: African drummers perform outside

the ordination Mass at St. Matthew — Staffphotos

BishopJugis,

Congratulations on your ordination

and installation as Bishop of the

Charlotte diocese.

May God fill you with the Holy Spirit and

guide and direct all ofyour endeavors as

Hisfaithful servant.

The Parish Family at

St. Benedict Church
Greensboro

m

13est Wisiies to 13isliop Peier - J. - Jugis

and tke (Driesis ancl people of ike

Diocese ol'C'liarlotle, Noiik (,;arol i na

Gratiliide to 13iskop ( iirkn

Archbishop Harry J. Flynn,

Bishop Frederick F. Campbell,

Bishop Richard E. Pates,

and the people of the

Archdiocese of Saint F^ul and Minneapolis

1
i

i

I

i

Congratulations and Best Wishes
Lynn Murphy

Nationwide Discount Office Products
<

^tationers^
.^_gM OFFICE PRODUCTS

Negotiable Pricing |^

Free Next Day Delivery k

Office Furniture Layout & Design

Printing - 2 and 4 color

349-E West Tremont Ave.

Charlotte NC 28203

704-375-3206, Ext. 20 ^ „„„
800-832-6218, Ext. 20 Cell: 980-721-8112

Fax: 704-342-1904 lynnmurphy@ starstationers.com
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St. Gabriel Catholic Church

Blessings and prayers to

BISHOP PETER J. JUGIS

as you begin your
ministry as our Sliepliercl.

With joy we welcome you.

The Parish Eamily of St. Gabriel

Rev. PIsgr. Richard N. Bellow
Pastor

3016 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

704.364.5431
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Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Church/School

1918 South Main Street/1730 Link Road

Winston- Salefn\

^ Our Lady of Fatima Chapel : -

«^T^11 West Third Stree*^ /^

Winston-Salem

Wish to Congratulate and extend Best Wishes

and Prayers to our new Bishop

The Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis

Our looue ancf[Praaers /o

St. Helen Catholic Mission
Spencer Mountain

The parishioners of St. Lucien and St. Bernadette

offer our prayerful support

to Bishop Jugis on this joyous occasion

of his Episcopal ordination and installation.

St. Lucien

Spruce Pine

St. Bernadette

Linville

To Bishop Peter Joseph Jugis,
Your family and friends of the Parish of St. Vincent de Paul
celebrate with you and we pledge to you our support and our

continued prayers for your ministry.

You WILL ALWAYS BE AT HOME AT ST. VINCENT's!

^edud daid to ^J^is diicipiei: ...i3ut 6eeL ^irit tiie Lin^dom ^od andfedud dai,

..Jdii ri^Lteouditedd and aii tliede tLin^6 wiiiLe ^ii/en ijou Ledided. ^Yl^attkeuj biSSj

Parish and Staff of St. Vincent de Paul Church
Charlotte
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ConQramatms

ani Best Wis(;es

Prow \i)e Aumtmm Friars

anh t(;e Parish CommMwit^ of

St. Margaret of kotknh

Ma^^ie Vm[e;y)

t

K

V

C^onaratuiationd

1 Seit WJiske6

^^J^oiij Spirit C^liur'cli

nc

r Our Prayers and Blessings extend to

Bishop PeterJugis

from the Augustinian Friars

of the

Province of St. Thomas of Villanova

serving the Diocese of Charlotte at

St. John Neumann Parish, Charlotte

St. John Parish, Waynesville

Immaculate Conception Parish, Canton

St. Margaret ofScotland Parish, Maggie Valley

Living Waters Reflection Center, Maggie Valley

llMlllllitllMliMlIlT f.-
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The parishioners of St. Joseph Catholic Church

offer Prayers and Congratulations to our new

Bishop. May the Holy Spirit guide and he with

Bishop Jugis as he begins his new ministry.

Newton

To Bishop Jugis

Prayerful Best Wishes
St. Luke Parish Mint Hill, NC

BISHOP JUGIS -

The people, deacon and pastor

of Sacred Heart Church send
their wornnest regards and choicest

blessings upon your ordination

and installation as

fourth Bishop of Charlotte.

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Brevard

The Family of

St. Ann's Parish

is Pleased to Extend

Warmest Congratulations

to

Bishop Peter Jugis

We Are Honored to Be

the Parish of

Your Baptism

by Michael J. Begley

First Pastor of St. Ann's Parish,

First Bishop of Charlotte.

4)

PARISH
3635 Park Road

Charlotte, NC

"The little parish with the big heart."
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Bishop Peter Jugis

May you be blessed

in your good work

for the Church

God, our Father,

our shepherd and guide,

look with love on

Peteryour servant,

your appointed pastor

of the Church.

May his word and example

inspire and guide the Church;

may he, and all those in his care,

come to thejoy

ofeverlasting life.

Our Lady of Grace
Greensboro

50th Anniversary Year

Proclaim the Greatness of the Lord

Congratulations

and Good Luck!

St. Jude Catholic Church

Sapphire Valley

The St. Therese Guild of St. Leo the Great Church

would like to congratulate

BISHOP PETER JUGIS

on his ordination and installation

as fourth Bishop of Charlotte.

St. Therese Guild

St. Leo the Great Church

Winston-Salem

CONORATULATlONS

BISHOP PETER JUGIS

On your Ordination
and

Installation

as

Bishop of the

Diocese of

Charlotte

From

Saint Therese

Parish
Mooresvilie, NC
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Congratulations

Bishop Peter Jugis

St. Elizabeth Church

Boone

May tke Lord, enrick you,

Biskop Jugis,

witk tke gifts and virtues

of a true apostle for tke

good of your people.

St. JoKn tke Baptist Ckurck
Tryon

t
George and Carol Stratton

Stella Saksa

r
The Parish Staff and Parishioners of

St. Paul the Apostle in Greensboro

join in prayer and gratitude for

Bishop Peter Jugis as he assumes

the position of Chief Shepherd

of our diocese.

StF5z\UL
THEAPOSILE

OSIHOUCCHURCH

Wachovia
Salutes

Bishop Peter Jugis,

a guiding ligtt wKose leadership,

philanthropy and dedication

have made a difference

in the lives of many.

common yfxsdom

'2003 Wadisvta Coijioratoi: Vtectevis Baitk. NA 034520
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Bishop jugis

The Parish Family of St Marie Church offers you their hearty congratuiations

and prayerfui support as you talce on this most trusted assignment!

SMI
MM

OLIC

mm
Huntersville

We are so proud of you!

14740 Stumptown Rd. Huntersville, NC, 28078 704-948-0231

^ ^

The parishioners of Saint Pius the Tenth in Greensboro &
IVIonsignorAnthony J. Marcaccio

offer our heartfelt congratulations to

The Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis

as the new Shepherd of the Diocese of Charlotte.

Saint Pius X
CATHOLIC CHURCH



[
The parishioners and staff of

The Cathedral Church of St. Patrick

pray for an abundance of God's blessings on

BISHOP PETERJUGIS

during his years of service to our Diocese.

. . the Lord your God will bless you in all you produce and in

all the work ofyour hands, so that you will be altogetherjoyful.
"

— Deuteronomy 16:15 -

Very Reverend Paul Gary

Reverend Lawrence LoMonaco

Reverend Mr. Nicholas Fadero, Deacon

Reverend Mr Carlos Medina, Deacon

St. Patrick Cathedral

1621 Dilworth Road East

Charlotte, NC 28203 -

. 704.334.2283

itr -
' ' '^rmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmKKm^l
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BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Since being

named bishop of Charlotte, every

Mass Bishop Peter J. Jugis has cel-

ebrated has been at a church where a

considerable population of the parish

speaks Spanish. He understands that

addressing parishioners in their na-

tive language is part of his ministry,

and is happy to be able to offer that

gift to Spanish-speaking Catholics of

the Diocese of Charlotte.

"At every parish celebration I

have been present at so far, whether
it's the anniversary Masses in

Jefferson and Franklin or the confir-

mation Masses I've celebrated in

Hendersonville and Winston-Salem,
in my conversations with the pastor

prior to the Mass, I always ask 'do

you want me to give some comments
in Spanish?'" the newly ordained
^ishop said.

"It is. a significant part ofmy min-
istry," said Bishop Jugis. "Since I

have that gift to offer, I want to make
it available whenever it would be
called upon."

There are an estimated 140,000

[Hispanic Catholics living in the 46-

county Diocese of Charlotte, and that

number is growing every day. The
significant increase in Hispanic
households, who normally do not reg-

ister at parishes, may double the

number of Catholic households to

more than 300,000 by 2020, accord-

ing to the diocesan Office of Planning.

Like most teen-agers. Bishop
Jugis began studying Spanish in the

eighth grade while attending Quail

Hollow Junior High School in Char-

lotte (now Quail Hollow Middle
School) and continued with his stud-

ies at South Mecklenburg High
School.

"I loved it so much, and I seemed
to have a talent for it, so I took it ...

through the 12th grade."

Bishop Jugis' involvement in

multicultural ministry goes back to

his high school days in the late 1970s,

when Father Joseph Waters offered a

Spanish Mass at St. Vincent de Paul

Church, the Jugis family's parish.

The future bishop helped at the

Mass by playing the music (he plays

six instruments). Myrna Hoffinann,

his high school Spanish teacher and a

St. Vincent de Paul parishioner,

helped him become accustomed to the

songs and to the Mass.

While attending the North
American College, the U.S. seminary

in Rome, the seminarian tried his

hand at Italian. Following the

completion of his studies in 1984, he

returned to serve the Diocese of Char-

lotte and found it to have an explod-

ing Spanish-speaking population.

"There were very few Spanish-

speaking priests," said Bishop Jugis.

"There was a great need, and I wasn't

shy to offer my services."

As parochial vicar at St. Leo the

Great Church in Winston-Salem, the

young priest would also say Mass in

nearby East Bend, alternating week-
ends with Msgr. Anthony Kovacic,

the then-pastor at St. Leo the Great.

"Whatever the status of an immi-
grant, whether they are documented
or undocumented, there is nothing il-

legal about coming to the Mass,"

Bishop Jugis said. "Many parishio-

ners are documented or children who
are citizens, born in the United States.

"They have the right to receive

the sacraments. It would be unjust

not to make that available to them,"

he said.

Concurrently, a steady increase

in the number of individuals from
Southeast Asia over the years has led

the Diocese of Charlotte to establish a

Korean and a Vietnamese mission in

Charlotte in the 1990s. There is a

combined 1,000 registered individu-

als at the missions, St. John Lee Ko-
rean Church and St. Joseph Vietnam-
ese Church.

Bishop Jugis expressed a willing-

ness to learn Korean and Vietnamese
in a continued effort to shepherd the

immigration populations of the dio-

cese.

"What is already beginning to

happen in the parishes should be con-

tinued," he said. "That is, bilingual

Masses and parish celebrations, so

that the Catholic Church stays one
and united and does not fall along
parallel tracks according to diverse

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. lugis stands with Ms.

Okwara, a parishioner of Our Lady of

Lourdes Church in Monroe, after his

ordination Mass at St. Matthew Church

Oct. 24.

ethnic origins."

"All of the pastors are making
heroic efforts and doing a very good
job of planning bilingual celebra-

tions," the bishop commented. "This

brings people together — they begin

worshipping together, they become
familiar with each other. The parish

grows and is enriched, rather than

remaining two ethnic groups coinci-

dentally occupying the same (wor-

ship space)."

"These are our brothers and sis-

ters in the faith, and I want to make
sure to welcome them," said Bishop
Jugis.

BILINGUAL BISHOP

Photo courtesy of Bishop Peter ), Iugis

Then-Father Peter J. Jugis at the baptism of Alejandro and Shonna Trinidad at

Hispanic Mission in East Bend Jan. 29, 1989.

Bishop Jugis ministers

to many cuitures

Photo by Stephen Uzzell

Rev. Mr. Edwin Rodriguez stands with then-Bishop-designate Peter J. Jugis at the

Our Lady of Lourdes Church parish fiesta Sept. 7. The parish's Hispanic and Anglo

communities and the Knights of Columbus presented Bishop Jugis with plaques and

gifts during the event.

What Others Say

SISTERANDREA INKROTT, DIOCESAN DIRECTOR OF HISPANIC MINISTRY:

"Bishop Jugis lias been active in ministry witli tlie Hispanics in our diocese from

tlie beginning of his priestiy ministry. His comments to the Hispanic community in

their language were received by the Hispanics present as signs of his love for them

and as a challenge for the community to continue working in Hispanic Ministry in

the years to come. The whole celebration was an effort to represent the diversity of

our diocesan community and to be a diocesan celebration. And that it was."
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Above: Bishop Robert J. Baker of Charleston; Bishop J. Kevin Boland of

Savannah; Archbishop John F. Donoghue of Atlanta; Bishop Peter J.

Jugis of Charlotte; Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, apostolic nuncio to the

United States; Bishop David B. Thompson, bishop emeritus of Charleston;

Bishop fVilliam G. Curlin, bishop emeritus of Charlotte; and Bishop

Joseph E. Kurtz of Knoxville at St. Matthew Church Oct. 24. Below:

Bishop and members of the diocesan Catholic schools office in the pastoral

center's chapel Oct. 29. The schools office made and presented the bishop

with a stole, a cloth used when celebrating Mass, on which are the names of

all 18 diocesan Catholic schools. Right: Bishop Jugis offers Communion to

his uncle. Rev. Mr. Michael Misulia, at his ordination Mass.

— Staffand courtesy photos
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Above left: Bishop Peter J. Jugis touches his ring during his ordination Mass at St. Matthew Church Oct. 24. He said he had a pair of interlocked

rings engraved on the side of the ring, which symbolizes his parent's 50-year marriage. Above right: Archbishop John F. Donoghue places the miter

on Bishop Jugis' head during his ordination Mass Oct. 24. Below bottom left: Bishop Jugis' miter and ring sit next to the chrism oil at his ordination

Mass. Below left: Bishop Jugis prays during his ordination Mass. Below right: Bishop Jugis smiles after his ordination Ma^ss.— Staffphotos
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A GROWING DIOCESE

Bishop Jugis sees changes over

two decades, looks to future

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop William G. Curlin, bishop emeritus of Charlotte, stands with the newly-

ordained Bishop Peter J. Jugis after Bishop Jugis' ordination Mass at St. Matthew

Church Oct. 24.

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Bishop Peter J.

Jugis became a priest of tlie Diocese of

Cliarlotte 20 years ago. He has served

the faitliful of the diocese in many ways

at many parishes, and he has seen a

number of changes o\ er tlie years.

His parents, Joe and Peggy Jugis,

were born and raised in New Yorlt but

relocated to Charlotte and married in St.

Patrick Cathedral on Thanksgiving

Day, 1953. When St. Ann Church was

established in August 1955, the Jugises

were among the original families.

At the time, the Diocese of Raleigh

— established in 19ii4 — encompassed

the entire state of North Carolina and

only half a dozen Catholic churches ex-

isted in the Charlotte area.

As the Jugis family began to grow,

they moved to a bigger house and joined

St. Vincent de Paul Church, a mission of

St. Ann which became its own parish in

1965.

The Diocese of Charlotte was estab-

lished in January 1972, with a Catholic

population of just over 34,000. Bishop

Michael J. Begley, who baptized

Bishop Jugis in 1957, served the dio-

cese as shepherd until his retirement at

age 75 in May 1984. Bishop John F.

Donoghue succeeded him in December

1984. Bishop William G. Curlin was

installed as the third bishop in April

1994 and served untU his retirement at

age 75 in September 2002.

The Diocese of Charlotte, which en-

compasses 20,700 square miles and in-

cludes the 46 western counties of the

state, has seen steady growth over the

years. Currently, there are more than

54,000 registered Catholic households

and almost 140,000 registered Catho-

lics, who make up 3.5 percent of North

Carolina's population of 4 million.

"North Carolina itself is growing,

and probably in the last 20 years, I

would dare say almost every parish has

had some kind of building project or

capital campaign to add on a social hall

or buy a rectory, or add onto or build a

new church," said Bishop Jugis.

"It seems like every time I turned

around, I would hear about another par-

ish that would be building this or build-

ing that," he said. "The diocese has

grown quickly, considering we're only

31 years old."

The diocese is expected to have an

estimated 300,000 registered Catholics

by the year 2020, and more than

300,000 Hispanic Catholic households,

who normally do not register at par-

ishes, in addition to the registered

Catholics.

When Bishop Jugis returned to the

Diocese of Charlotte in 1984 fi-om his

studies at the North American College,

the U.S. seminary in Rome, "there were

very few Spanish-speaking priests," he

said. "There was a great need, and I

wasn't shy to offer my services."

Masses in Spanish are becoming

common at parishes throughout the dio-

cese, and in June 2002, more than 600

Hispanics attended the dedication ofOur
Lady of Guadalupe Church by then-

Bishop William G. Curlin. Vincentian

Father Vincent Finnerty, pastor, partici-

pates in a Spanish-language radio pro-

gram broadcast fi^om the church built to

served the needs of Charlotte's Hispanic

population.

'This means a lot for the Hispanic

people," said Father Finnerty, who came

to the Hispanic community seven years

earlier when they were holding Mass in

the g3minasium of the old Our Lady of

the Assumption School in Charlotte.

There has also been a steady influx

of individuals from Southeast Asia to the

Diocese of Charlotte, which established a

Korean mission and a Vietnamese mis-

sion in Charlotte in the 1990s.

Western North Carolina has be-

come a preferred resettlement commu-
nity for foreign refijgees, according to

Cira Ponce, director of the diocesan

refugee resettlement office. The diocese

is currently the only one in the nation

that resettles Montagnard refugees, who
began arriving in 1986.

Bishop Jugis expressed a willing-

ness to learn Korean and Vietnamese in a

continued effort to shepherd the immi-

gration populations of the diocese.

"What is already beginning to hap-

pen in the parishes should be continued,"

he said. "That is, bilingual Masses and

parish celebrations, so that the Catholic

Church stays one and united and does

not fall along parallel tracks according to

diverse ethnic origins."

The fourth bishop of Charlotte said

the diocese has been enriched by his

predecessors, as well as the many priests

and women religious who have served in

the diocese.

In 2002, there were almost 70 active

diocesan priests, almost 60 religious

priests, almost 80 deacons and more
than 100 women religious.

Bishop Jugis' ordination was the

first in the history ofthe Diocese ofChar-

lotte to be broadcast live on the Internet.

The broadcast, viewed by more than

1 ,000 people, allowed many within and

beyond the diocese who could not attend

the ordination to view the event.

"It is opening a door for future uses

ofthe Internet for other diocesan events,"

said Bishop Jugis. "It is breaking new
ground for a new mode of communica-

tion for us in the fliture."

In light of the clergy sex scandal

that recently rocked the U.S. Catholic

Church, Bishop Jugis is aware that some
faith must be rebuDt in the church.

"I think continuing to be faithful to

the diocesan policy on dealing with

sexual misconduct and the 'Charter for

the Protection of Children and Young
People' is the best way to assure people

that children are safe," he said.

The charter was approved in June

2002 by the U.S. bishops and slightly

modified last November after consulta-

tions with Vatican officials.

This year, the "Policy of the Dio-

cese of Charlotte Concerning Minis-

try-Related Sexual Misconduct by
Church Personnel" was revised in

accordance with the charter, and in

August the Diocese of Charlotte was
audited to verify compliance with

the charter. The U.S. bishops man-
dated an audit of 195 U.S. Catholic

dioceses and eparchies to examine
their policies on the problem of

sexual abuse of children and young
people by clergy.

"If matters come to my attention —

-

hopefully the worst is behind us — we
will follow scrupulously the policies that

have been established," said Bishop

Jugis. "I think that is the best way to

ensure and build trust."

Bishop Jugis is eager to visit the

many parishes and missions across the

10 vicariates of the Diocese of Charlotte.

Although he has served in several of

them, and has met many of the priests

over the years, "to come back as bishop,

it will be essential to learn the character,

and makeup of the vicariates as they are

today, who the priests are and what they

express as the concerns and needs of the

people," he said.

"I don't come in with a preset

agenda," he said. "My goal is to continue

to buUd on what we have, and I don't

foresee any abrupt changes that would

be necessarily required.

"We already have a very strong,

vibrant diocese and parishes," said

Bishop Jugis. "So the goal would be as

spiritual leader to continue the good

work that's already being done."

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Then-Bishop-designate Peter J. Jugis raises the host during the 40th anniversary

celebration of St. Francis of Assisi Church in Jefferson Sept. 6. The parish celebrated

the event with a Mass and fiesta, hosted by the church's Hispanic community.
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YOURARE CORDIALLYINVITED

Bishop Jugis to visit

vicariate ceiebrations
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Thousands of

the diocese's faithful came to Charlotte

for Bishop Peter J. Jugis' ordination at

St. Matthew Church Oct. 24, and now
the new bishop will soon be traveling to

the faithful.

Beginning in early November,
Bishop Jugis will attend celebrations in

his honor in each vicariate of the diocese.

"I am looking forward to the vicari-

ate celebrations," said Bishop Jugis. "It

will be an opportunity for people who
were not able to attend the ordination

Mass to meet me at a celebration closer

to their parishes."

"Effort is being made across the

diocese to celebrate the cultural diver-

sity within these gatherings," said Fa-

ther Francis O'Rourke, pastor of Our
Lady of Grace Church in Greensboro

and chairperson of the ordination plan-

ning committee.

"I know some of them will be bilin-

gual and a Hispanic presence is expected

at the celebrations," said Bishop Jugis.

A vicariate, also known as a deanery

in some dioceses, is a form of division of a

diocese into smaller groupings of par-

ishes. Usually, vicariates are formally

named by geographic designation.

In the Diocese ofCharlotte, there are

10 vicariates: Albemarle, Asheville,

Boone, Charlotte, Gastonia, Greensboro,

Hickory, Salisbury, Smoky Mountain
and Winston-Salem.

"The celebrations will allow me to

meet the priests of the vicariates on their

home turfs, to talk to them and hear

about some of the issues with which they

are concerned in their vicariates," said

Bishop Jugis.

Because ofBishop Jugis' long service

to the Diocese ofCharlotte, he said he has

previously visited many of the parishes

in one capacity or another.

"But now to come back as bishop,

it will be essential to learn the charac-

ter and makeup of the vicariates as

they are today, who the priests are

and what they express as the con-

cerns and needs of the people."

WANT TO GO?
The Charlotte Vicariate celebrations con-

sisted of the Oct. 24 ordination Mass at St.

Matthew and Oct. 25 rite of reception at St.

Patrick Cathedral. Other vicariate celebra-

tions with Bishop Peter J. Jugis are as fol-

lows:

— Monday, Nov. 3 — Salisbury Vicariate

7 p.m. Mass followed by reception at St.

Joseph Church, Kannapolis.

— Friday, Nov. 7— Smoky Mountain Vi-

cariate

5 p.m. reception atTsali Manor; 6:30 p.m.

Mass at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church,

Cherokee (transportation from the church

to the reception will be provided).

— Monday, Nov. 17 — Greensboro Vi-

cariate

7 p.m. Mass followed by reception at St.

Paul the Apostle Church, Greensboro.

— Thursday, Nov. 20— Boone Vicariate

7 p.m. bilingual Mass followed by recep-

tion at St. Elizabeth of the Hill Country

Church, Boone.

— Monday, Nov. 24 —Winston-Salem Vi-

cariate

7 p.m. Mass followed by reception at St.

Leo the Great Church, Winston-Salem.

— Tuesday, Nov. 25— Hickory Vicariate

7 p.m. Mass followed by reception at St.

Aloysius Church, Hickory.

— Monday Dec. 1 —Albemarle Vicariate

7:30 p.m. Mass followed by reception at

St. James Church, Hamlet.

—Wednesday, Dec. 3— Asheville Vicari-

ate

7 p.m. reconciliation service followed by

reception at Immaculate Conception

Church in Hendersonville.

— Friday, Dec. 5 - Gastonia Vicariate

7 p.m. Mass followed by reception at St.

Mary Church in Shelby.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis greets two Sisters of Mercy prior to his ordination mass Oct.

24 at St. Matthew Church.

Photo by Stephen Uzzell

Then-Bishop-designate Peter J. Jugis blesses a young girl during communion at

Our Lady of Lourdes Church Sept. 7.

What is entrusted to Bishop Peter J. Jugis as

the fourth bishop of the Diocese of Chariotte?

A 31 -year-old mission diocese made up of 46

counties.

A diocese with more than 54,000 registered Catho-

lic households and almost 140,000 registered

Catholics, who make up 3.5 percent of North

Carolina's population.

A faith community with an annual growth rate of 6

percent over the last five years.

A diocese that will have an estimated 300,000

registered Catholics in the year 2020.

A diocese that is expected to have over 300,000

Hispanic Catholic households in 2020 in addition

to 300,000 registered Catholics.

A diocese with 18 diocesan Catholic schools.

A diocese that is a preferred resettlement com-

munity for refugees. The diocese is the only one

in the nation that resettles Montagnard refugees

from Vietnam.

A diocese with a nationally recognized steward-

ship and development campaign, copied by scores

of other dioceses across the country.

A diocese that is opening new parishes and ex-

panding others. The diocese currently has 91

parishes and missions.

An award-winning diocesan newspaper

A diocese that has formed a covenant with the

Lutheran Church and is a strong supporter of

ecumenical efforts.
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TO

Bishop Peter J. Jugis

IN RECOGNITION OF

Your Installation as the Bishop

OF THE Diocese of Charlotte.

May the love of God

BE YOUR FOUNDATION

FROM John Schultze, Bryan Knupp

AND the Edifice Family
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Ci)tt£ iWiftiB #iam Mnt |?lu Mh, iien lanf) Mm
(§ikoM Cfjuns Con 1ft Hong Cdng tac ^a ^ang f|)uc.

St. Joseph Vietnamese Catholic Church
COMGRATIJLATIOM!

OUR BELOVED, KIND AND GENEROUS BISHOP PETER JUGIS.

WE PRESENT OUR SPIRIT OF COOPERATION AND OBEDIENCE.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Congratulations and Best Wishes on your installation as Bishop of Cnarlotte.

0^
''NiifrmTTTr

Saint Vincent Archabbetj, College and Seminart)
^OO Traser Purchase Roaa
Latrobe, PA ]^^:50-2^^0

http://benedictine.stvincent.edu/seminart^/
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Our prayers and best wishes.

Beatrice and Ernest Stroupe

Charlotte

Congratulations and Blessings to BISHOP JUGIS

May St. Michael and all the angels and archangels

watch over you and the diocesan Church of Charlotte.

Celebrating 100 Years of Service in Gaston Count];

The Church of St. Michael,

The Archangel

Gastonia

Saint Michael Catholic Church
708 Saint Michael's Lane

Gastonia, North Carolina 28052-6198

V Catl^olic Social Services

ofers its warm regarbs anh

jjlebges its support on i\)e

solemn occasion o\ y)OVir

orlimalion anb mslallalion

as \ovirll) ^isl)op of il)e

Diocese of O^arlolie.

CATHOLIC /OCIAL /ERVICE/ OF THE
DIOCE/E OF CHARLOTTE, INC.

Congratulations and

Best Wishes to

BISHOP PETER J. JUGIS

on his Ordination and Installation as

Bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte

From the North Carolina

Knights of Columbus and Their Families

State Deputy

David L. Onofrio andAnne

State Chaplain

Most Reverend William G. Curlin

Associate State Chaplain

ReverendMonsignorAnthonyJ. Marcaccio

State Secretary

Robert]. Grabasky andMaryann

State Treasurer

John C. Gouldie andKathy

State Advocate

DavidR. Jones and Cheryl

State Warden

Gregory S. Kent and Tricia

Immediate Past State Deputy

Anthony M. Petite and Candy

The Knights of Columbus of North Carolina
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Holy Family parish of Clemmons,

North Carolina congratulates

you on your appointment as

Bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte.

Our Holy Family parishioners extend

their warmest wishes and welcome
you with open arms!

May the Lord bestow

His blessings upon you.

Holy Family Parish

Clemmons, North Carolina

CONGRATULATIONS TO
BISHOP PETER JUGIS!

We treasure our years of friendship

and look forward to many more.
Catholics in North Carolina are fortunate

to have you as our spiritual leader, and we
anticipate many years ofjoy and
fulfillment under your guidance.

Sincerely,

Rev. Joseph Long Dinh,

Tien Bui and his family

Coring for Charlotte Area Cotholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

The staff at McEwen Funeral Service^ Inc.

proudly congratulates

BISHOP PETER 3. JUGIS

on the occasion of his

Ordination and Installation as

BISHOP OF CHARLOTTE.

Charlotte 704-334-6421 Pmeville 704-544-1412 Mint Hill 704-545-4864 Derita 704-596-3291
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0^ T>iocc^ 0^ ^Amlotte.

Blessed John XXIII
National Seminary

offers prayerful congratulations to

BISHOP PETER JUGIS
for many years of fruitful service.

Monsignor Francis D. Kelly, Rector

and

The Blessed John XXIII

National Seminary Community

including these Charlotte seminarians:

John Starezewski James Stuhrenberg

Robert Conway Fred Werth

558 South Avenue - Weston, Massachusetts 02493

781.899.5500 - Fax: 781.899.9057

Proudprinter of The Catholic

Nem Heraldsince its inception.

Mullen
PUBLICATIONS, INC.

FOUNDED IN 1945

publishers ofSouthern Textile News
and

Senior Directions

9629 Old Nations Ford Road Charlotte, NC 28273

704.527.5111 www.mullenpublications.com

Best Wishes
from

Air. HaLLY



Dctober 31, 2003 The Catholic News & Herald 47

Congratulations and heartiest best wishes to

BISHOP PETER JUGIS

on your ordination and installation as

fourth Bishop of Charlotte.

May your years of service to the people

of the diocese be long and fruitful

as you serve them for Christ.

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT NAI SOUTHERN REAL ESTATE

1701 East Third Street • CHARLonE, NC 28204 • Office: 704 375-1000 • Fax: 704 375-2384 • www.srenccom



To Bishop PeterJoseph Jugis

Congratulations and Best Wishes on

your Ordination and

Installation as Bishop of Charlotte.

"Entrust your works to the Lord,

and your plans will succeed."

Proverbs 16:3

Yourfriends at the

Pastoral Center
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FIGHTING FOR LIFE

Senator recalls

partial-birth

abortion ban
battle

BishopJugis

calls ban a

victory

BY JENNIFER BRINKER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ST. LOUIS (CNS) — In

1998, the year President
Clinton vetoed a ban on par-

tial-birth abortion for the sec-

ond time, Republican Sen. Rick
Santorum felt "this call to say
more" on the floor ofthe Senate
in the debate on a vote to over-

ride the veto.

"But the next morning, we
didn't get one more vote" and
the override failed, the senator

from Pennsylvania told a pro-

life convention in St. Louis.

"We lost. To me and the world,

I wasted my time."

But five days later,

Santorum received an e-mail

from a Michigan State Univer-
sity student who said he and
his pregnant girlfriend had
seen television coverage of
Santorum's remarks in the
Senate. The girlfriend, who
was scheduled to undergo an
abortion, changed her mind as

a result of watching his debate.

'Today, there is a 4-and-a-

half-year-old little girl," the
senator said. "She was given up
for adoption. But even if you
don't have that gift of knowing
that you touched someone else's

life, remember that God is not
calling you to be successflil. He
called you to be faithful."

On Oct. 21, Santorum, a

Catholic and chiefSenate spon-

See BAN, page 13

NEW^ffiRALD
SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

LIVING STEWARDSHIP

Courtesy photos by Courtney Emerson

Ken Marino (foreground), a parishioner at St. Barnabas Church in Arden, joins members of a Baptist
ministry group to build an addition on the home of a family whose youngest child was severely
burned in an accident.

Arden couple make
stewardship a way of life'
More Coverage

page 8 1 Consolation

youth collect clothes

page 9 I Parishes

promote stewardship

BY JOANITA M.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

Editor's note: TJie names ofa
woman and child in this story

have been changed.

ARDEN — The sun was
shining and the sky was blue

on a recent Saturday, but Ken
and Isabelle Marino weren't

savoring nature's beauty.
They were helping build an
addition on a house in a rural

area near Mars Hill.

"While Ken worked on the

See STEWARDSHIP, page 8
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Fiesta of health and culture

Hispanics learn aboutgoodhealth

I
Page 4

Room at the Inn

Eventsupports mothers,

children

Parish Profile:

Our Lady of
Grace Church

I
Page 16
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MAKING SAFER SCHOOLS

St. Michael

School locks

down
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

GASTONIA — St.

Michael School's lockdown
procedures were tested two
days in a row last month.

"We had two separate in-

cidents — one on campus
and one on a street beyond
the campus," said Principal

Joe Puceta. "Nobody was in

any danger, but we went into

lockdown to be safe."

On the afternoon of
Monday, Oct. 27, Gastonia
police chased a robbery sus-

pect across part of the St.

Michael Church and school
campus. Puceta immediately
notified Superintendent
Linda Cherry and locked
down the school, which in-

volved all students beingr di-

rected to and kept inside
their classrooms until the in-

cident was over.

"We make sure all stu-

dents are accounted for and
wait for the police to tell us

everything is OK," said

Puceta. "We practice this

procedure as part of our dioc-

esan and state regulations.

We practice this hke we do
fire drills."

The school was only
locked down for 10 minutes
or less, said Puceta.

"By the time I got out
there to check what was go-
ing on, the suspect was al-

ready in custody and in the

police car," he said.

The next afternoon, Oct.

28, someone entered St.

Michael Church looking for

food. When the church secre-

tary went to find food, the

See LOCKDOWN, page 6
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

LIFE IN 3-D

CNS PHOTO BY Dave Hrbacek, The Catholic Spirit

Jessica Kasel of Woodbury, Minn., catches sight of a three-dimensional ultrasound

image of her daughter, Emma, on a monitor (out of view) at Grand View Ultrasound

in St. Paul. Sonographer Ronda Rosenthal operates the machine that allowed Kasel

to see "the form and fat cheeks and the features" of her new daughter.

Of 'boo-boos' and baby pictures:

Medical advances aid pro-life work
WASHINGTON (CNS) — 'They

fixed my boo-boo."

With those words in a U.S. Senate

hearing room, Samuel Armas, nearly 4,

put into simplest terms the medical ad-

vances helping to convince even the

most hardhearted about the humanity of

unborn children and the need to protect

them in tlie womb.
In-utero surgery — like what

Samuel unden\'ent in August 1999 —
and three-dimensional ultrasound tech-

nology both offer new ways oflooking at

unborn children as patients and as

uni(jue people in their own right.

Samuel s surgery came just 21 weeks

after his conception; he was diagnosed

with spina bifida. Freelance photogra-

pher Michael Clancy, hired by USA To-

day to photograph fetus surgical proce-

dures, captured Sainuel's hand reaching

out of his mother's women and grasping

a doctor's finger. An operating room

nurse told Clancy unbom babies under-

going surgery "do that all the time."

The now-famous "F'etal Hand
Grasp" photograph is featured on Web
sites, billboards and posters.

Samuel responded with the "boo-

boo" remark when Sen. Sam
Brownback, R-Kan., showed him

Clancy's picture during a Sept. 25 hear-

ing before a subcommittee of the Senate

Committee on Commerce, Science and

Transportation and asked, "Have you

.seen this picture of you?"

Despite the risky surgery, Samuel's

mother Julie Armas said, even at 21

weeks' gestation, "Samuel was not a hy-

pothetical; he was already a member of

our family, our son, and deserved our

best effoi'ts to iinprove his life."

Also testifying was Dr. Jim Thorp, a

specialist in maternal fetal medicine,

who quoted from Sir Albert William

Liley, who is credited with performing

the first fetal surgery in 1963: "From my
clinical experience, I am convinced that

unborn children are individuals and hu-

man beings who are capable of receiving

and responding to medical care and who
should have legal protection."

"It is extremely difficult not to see

the fetus as a child before birth with the

same value as a child after birth, espe-

cially after one sees her smiling, grimac-

ing, moving, sleeping, yawning, stretch-

ing, sucking a thumb, as well as re-

sponding to pain from needle sticks,"

Thorp testified.

Some parents are getting a similar

view from the detailed color images pro-

vided by three-dimensional ultra.sound

machines, sometimes called 4-D.

Expectant mother Jessica Kasel of

Woodbury, Minn., went to Grand View

Ultrasound in St. Paul for images of her

unborn daughter, Emma.
'W^ith 4-D, you can see the form and

the fat cheeks and the features."

Patty McGinnity, a Catholic and

co-owner of Grand View Ultrasound,

said, "At 20 weeks, .sometimes women
don't really feel pregnant. But to see the

baby just makes it so real. If they saw

their baby, it would be very difficult for

them to abort that child."

"There is little debate about

whether the child in utero is alive, but

(there is debate) about whether it is a

life worthy of protecting," Brownback

said at the Senate hearing. "That is a

debate we will continue to have and will

have another day."

Bishops to vote on revised rites

for worship without priest

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
U.S. bishops will be asked to approve a

revised version of the liturgical book,

"Sunday Celebrations in the Absence

of a Priest: Leaders Edition," when
they meet in Washington Nov. 10-13.

One of the main changes in the

proposed new text is the shift of the act

of thanksgiving in such services to af-

ter Communion if the service includes

a Communion rite. In current practice,

when there is a Communion rite the

act of thanksgiving precedes it.

Because the act of thanksgiving fol-

lows Communion, the revised version

eliminates the current prayers after

Communion that change each week.

Another major change involves

permission, when the rite of morning

prayer or evening prayer is used, to

omit the second reading of the Liturgy

of the Word.

Diocesan,— planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE— The St. Martin De Pones

Pro-Chapter ofthe Dominican Laity meets the

third Monday ofeach montli at 7 p.m. in St.

Justin's Center at the Basilica of St.

Lawrence, 97 Haywood St Inquirers are

welcome. For more information, contact

Beverly Reid, OPL at (828) 253-6676.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA— St. Frances ofRome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory ofDiviiw Love Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Thurs-

days ofeach month at 1 p.m. or 7 p.m. Please

call (336) 372-8846 for specific time.

BOONE— Father David Valtierra of the

Oratory will present an introduction to the

Book ofRevelation, Reading and Praying the

Book ofRevelation: Challenge and Vision at St.

Elizabeth of the Hill Country Church, 259

Pilgrims Way, Nov. 15 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Participants will read representative pas-

sages and learn solid tools for understand-

ing the language, background and issues of

Revelation. To register, contact

Carol Brown at (828) 264-8338 or

stelizabeth@boone.net.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE —TIk- Aiiaent Order ofHi-

bertiians Mecklenburg Count}' Division, the

oldest ajid largest order of Irish Catholic

men, is conducting an open membership

meeting at 8 p.m. Nov. 13 for interested

The revised document includes an

expanded introduction, with detailed

treatment of the liturgical year, the

importance of singing and the partici-

pation of the assembly.

Like the current document, the

proposed new text offers three main

forms for Sunday worship without a

priest: the Liturgy of the Word alone,

or the Liturgy of the Word preceded

by either morning prayer or evening

prayer. A Communion rite is optional

with all three forms.

The bishops first approved a book

of rites for Sunday worship in the ab-

sence of a priest in 1989, following

publication of a 1988 Vatican direc-

tory setting out norms and rules for

such celebrations.

Use of the U.S. text, which re-

ceived Vatican approval in 1993, be-

gan in January 1994.

parties. The meeting will be held at the KC
Council 770 Hall, E. Kingston Ave. offSouth

Blvd. Contact Tim Lawson at (704) 522-9728

or e-mail ncaoh@aol.com for further informa-

tion.

CHARLOTTE—A fVomen's TattwiU be held

Nov. 1 9 at 7 p.m. at St. Vincent Church, 6828

Old Reid Rd. The speaker will be Father

Mark Lawlor. For more information, please

call Peggy at (704) 588-73 1 1.

CHARLOTTE— Holidays can create feel-

ings of dread and anxiety in those who are

bereaved. Creating new rituals and new tradi-

tions that pay ti-ibute to the memory of the

deceased is one way to survive aiid even em-

brace the holidays when a loved one has died.

Janice Olive of Ho.spice ofCharlotte will offer

suggestions for dealing with Grief and J^m
During the Holidays Nov. 19 7-9 p.m. at St.

Gabriel Ministry Center, 3016 Providence

Rd. Ifyou have questions, call BJ Dengler at

(704) 364-5431.

CYihRUJYTE-- Christians in Career Transi-

tion is a mini.stry ofSt Matthew Cluircli, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., devoted to l-iel[>-

ing {people in career crises. The meetings take

place on the first and tiiird Monday of each

month 7-9 p.m. in the conference room. For

more information, call Rev. Mr. Jim Hararlik

at (704.) 576-0456.

CHARLOTTE— The 50+ Club of St. John

Neumann Church, 845 1 Idlewild Rd., meets the

set-ond Wednesday of each month at 1 1 a.m.

with a program and lunch in the parish center.

For more information, call Lucille Kroboth at

(704) 537-2189.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope names scholars, including

American, to sciences academy
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II named Kevin Ryan,
founder of the Center for the Advance-

ment of Ethics and Character at Boston

University's School of Education, to be

a member of the Pontifical Academy of

Sciences.

Also named Oct. 30 to the presti-

gious body were a Japanese Nobel lau-

reate in chemistry, a Chinese Nobel
winner in physics, a Greek biologist

who studies malaria and a Spanish bi-

ologist whose research focuses on ge-

netics.

The academy, which traces its

roots back to 1603, includes about 80

scientists from around the world. The
members, many of whom are Nobel
winners, are chosen for their excellence

in science and mathematics, not on the

basis of their religious affiliation.

Ryan is one of the few members of

the academy who does not specialize in

HUNTERSVILLE— Natural Family Plan-

ning classesare being held the third Wednesday
ofevery month at 7 p.m. at St. Mark Cadiolic

Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd., Room 200.

Qasses are taught by Dr. Matthew Harrison.

All are welcome to attend, no registration re-

quired. Call (704) 948-023 1 for directions and
more information.

CHARLOTTE - The Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians Division 1 Mecklenburg County-
St Brigid, an Irish-Catholic social and chari-

table inter-parish group, meet the third

Wednesday ofeach month at 7:30 p.m. at St
Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd. Anyone
interested in their Irish-Catholic roots, call

Jeanmarie Schuler at (704') 554-0720 for fijr-

ther information.

CHARLOTTE — Thank God It's Friday

(TGIF), a weekly support group for separated

and divorced women, meets the third Friday of

each month at 7 p.m. in the St. MatthewChurch
parish center, 8015 Ballantyne Pkwy., with a

poduck dinner with a guest speaker fi-om the

community. TGIF is a healing ministry spon-

sored by Catholic Social Services, Charlotte

Regional Office and St. Matthew Church. For
details, call Trish Wilson at (704) 543-8986.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — Dennis TeaU-Fleming wiU
lead a video presentation on the movement to

close the military ti-aining School ofAmericas

and a discussion on how to get involved in this

movement. Many of the school's graduates

have returned to their countries to take part in

Latin America's worst human rights atrocities.

The event will take place Nov. 18

at 7:30 p.m. at Queen ofthe Apostles Church,

503 N. Main St. For details, e-mail

teallfleming@yahoo.com or call (704) 825-

9600, ext 26.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GY(EmSmRO—The AvcimtOrderofHiber-
KWK^ Division #1 Guilford Cbunty, AOH will

meet Nov. 19 at 8 p.m. in the Knights ofColum-
bus Hall on Horse Pen Creek Rd. followed by
fellowship. AOH is the oldest Catholic Frater-

nal Organization for men in America. All

Catholic men who are of Irish heritage are

invited to contact us about joining the Divi-

sion. For more information and membership
application, contact Patrick C. Tracey, Divi-

sional President at (336) 662-8421 or e-mail

hard science.

Born in 1932, he began his re-

search in the field of education in the

1960s, focusing on moral education

and the development of personality.

He has written 18 books, including

"Reclaiming Our Schools: A Handbook
for Teaching Character."

The other scholars named Oct. 30
by the pope were:

— Antonio Garcia-Bellido, a ge-

netic biologist from Spain.

— Fotis C. Kafatos, a Greek bi-

ologist who has focused his research

on malaria and malaria-carrying
mosquitoes.
— Tsung-Dao Lee, the Chinese

winner of the 1957 Nobel Prize in

physics; he has worked principally in

the United States.

— Ryoji Noyori, a Japanese scien-

tist who shared the 2001 Nobel Prize in

chemistry.

ptracey@beUsouth.net.

GREENBORO—The Greensboro Councilof

Catholic Women invite all to their annual

Mass ofRemembrance Nov. 20 at 1 1 a.m. at

the Franciscan Center, 233 Greene St. with

lunch following. For details call JanetLaw at

(336) 288-6022.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE— A support group for

parents who have lost a childofany age meets

the second Monday ofeach month at 7 p.m.

at St Therese Church, 2 1 7 Brawley School

Rd. We draw strength from others' experi-

ence ofloss and grief For more information,

call Joy at (704) 664-3992.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY — St William Church will

sponsor a bereavement supportgroup that will

meet Mondays through Nov. 17, 10 a.m.-

noon at the Glenmary Center. This group is

for anyone who is grieving over any loss—
ofa loved one, ajob, friend, divorce. Call Pat

Levy at (828) 837-9517 for more informa-

tion.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

CLEMMONS — The OLM Little Rock

Scripture StudyforWomen ofiers a bible study

Monday evenings 7:30-9 p.m. in the library

of Holy Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon
Rd. Classes meet until Nov. 24. For more
information, call Anne Gannon at (336)

727-4591.

WINSTON-SALEM—The Healing Com-
panions is a grief support group for the be-

reaved that meets the first and third Thurs-
days ofthe month in conference room B atSt
Leo the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave.

For further details, call Joanne Parcel at

(336) 924-9478.

Please submit notices of parish

events for the Diocesan Planner

at least 15 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382.

Pope says fraternal religious orders offer

witness in modem world

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
John Paul II said fraternal religious or-

ders offer an important witness of char-

ity and poverty to the modern world.

The pope made the remarks in a

message to Franciscan Capuchin friars,

who were meeting to reflect on their

future ahead of a plenary council. The
Vatican published the papal message
Oct. 29.

The pope reminded the Capuchins

that the original desire of St. Francis was
to form a community of brothers who
would live as true disciples of Jesus. To-
day, this kind of religious life can offer a

form of "spiritual therapy" for humanity,

he said.

'This form oflife in fraternity consti-

tutes a challenge and a proposal for the

current world, which is often torn by
ethnic hatred or by homicidal madness,

filled with contrasting passions and in-

terests, eager for unity but uncertain

about which road to take," he said.

The pope said the Capuchins and

similar orders can carry out "a type of

globalization of charity" through their

presence and works in many countries.

Through their example, they can

remind modern men and women that

they belong to a "great family without

borders" and invite them to work for the

"development and liberation of the whole

person," he said.

- The pope encouraged the

Franciscans of the 21st century to re-

main true to their founder's emjihasis on
poverty and clo.seness to the "humble

and simple" people.

He also asked them to show love

and obedience for the church with the

same spirit as St. Francis.

In reflecting on the future of their

order, the pope said, the friars should

keep in mind especially a basic Gospel

teaching about conversion to Christ —
that a change of heart requires a true

change of life.

Without such true conversion as a

goal, the effort to devise spiritual and

apostolic plans and programs would
turn out to be wasted energy, he said.

Unholy fires

CNS PHOTO BY Vincent Gragnani, The Southern Cross

Father Robert Irwin, pastor of St. Louise de Marillac Parish in Crest, a community

near El Cajon, Calif, shows San Diego Bishop Robert H. Brom the fire damage in

the church from local wildfires. The structure is sound, but the church sustained

damage to some windows, walls and its roof, as well as extensive smoke

damage inside.

CORRECTIONS - FROM THE OCT. 24 ISSUE
Father Wilbur Thomas was incorrectly identified in a photo caption; Father

Carl Kaltreider was misidentified in a story; The Trail of Tears was misspelled

in a headline.
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Fiesta of health and culture

Hispanics learn importance ofgoodhealth
BY REV. MR. GERALD POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

GREENSBORO — Greensboro

Catholic churches are reaching out to

help Hispanics.

Hispanic community representa-

tives of each church in the Greensboro

\ icariate held a combined celebration

with se\ eral hospitals and health agen-

cies at Our Lady of Grace Church Oct.

26. 'The Festival of Health and Hispanic

Culture" included cultural exhibits,

skits, music and food, as well as health

and wellness exhibits with free clinical

care.

'This is a city-wide event that gives

e\'eryone a chance to sample traditional

foods and learn about each other's cul-

ture," said Maureen Cavanaugh, a regis-

tered nurse and one of the event's orga-

nizers.

"In addition, the health clinic is set

up to accommodate the health needs of

the community," she said. "Among other

things, the Hispanic population can have

blood pressure checks, blood tests, cho-

lesterol tests and even child identification

cards printed."

There is a need to meet the spiritual

as well as the physical and health needs

of the Hispanic community, said Father

Luis Salvador Osorio, parochial vicar of

Our Lady of Grace.

"When I arrived at Our Lady of

Grace, there was only one parish, St.

Mary (in Greensboro), with a Spanish

Mass," said Father Osorio, who is origi-

nally from Colombia.

St. Mary's Hispanic Mass was al-

ready overcrowded at the time, he said,

and it was the parish's Anglo commu-

nity who determined the need for addi-

tional Spanish-language Masses.

The growing Hispanic population

soon dictated the need for a Spanish-

language Mass at Our Lady of Grace,

which was instituted two years ago

upon Father Osorio's arrival.

"We started with about 200 people,"

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

Skits are performed at Our Lady of Grace

Church's Festival of Health and Hispanic

Culture Oct 26.

said Father Osorio. "And today we are

well over 600 in attendance at our Mass

with nearly the same number still at-

tending at St. Mary as there was before."

As the Hispanic population grows,

so do their health issues, which is a con-

cern to local health organizations. The

event, held on a Sunday, was an ideal

way to reach the Hispanic community,

organizers realized.

"It is an easy transition for the

people to go from Mass to a fiesta," said

Father Osorio. 'Then, as the people were

celebrating local customs and traditions,

to incorporate a free health clinic open to

all those in attendance."

Over 1,000 people were estimated

to be in attendance from Our Lady of

Grace Church, St. Mary Church, Holy

Infant Church in Reidsville, Holy Fam-

ily Church in Clemmons, Our Lady of

the Highways Church in Thomasville

and Christ the King Church in High

Point, according to Rev. Mr. Timothy

Rohan, permanent deacon at Our Lady

of Grace.

"Based upon the success of today's

festival, this type of event will probably

be ongoing," said Cavanaugh.

Contact Correspondent Rev. Mr.

Gerald Potkay by calling (336) 427-8218 or

e-mail gpotkay@triad.rr.com.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

Wc Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housewori<, companionship.

Our caregivers are dioroughly screened.
yQ4_549_4Q \ Q

E-mail us at Jiil.Stewan@VisitingAngels.com

Reserve now.

Move later.

For the retirement lifestyle you're

planning now but putting off until later,

call today for pre-construction pricing.

You MAKE THE DECISION.

PGMKIVBVRKI
M Y F 1 E L D

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

1315 Greensboro Road • High Point, NC 27260

336-8864103 or 336-886-2444

Sponsored by the Sisters of the

Poor Servants of the Mother of God.
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Helping make Room at the Inn
Annualdinnersupportsmothersandthetchildren

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE— There's a special

place in heaven for those at Room at the

Inn, according to Congressman J.C.

Watts.

"There are many crises that young-

women find themselves in fi-om time to

time, and were it not for places like

Room at the Inn ... we would lose those

young ladies and the lives of those

young kids," he said.

Watts was the keynote speaker for

the Room at the Inn's ninth annual ban-

quet and fundraiser, themed "In His Im-
age," at the Westin Charlotte Oct. 23.

Eleven hundred people attended the

event that helps support the Charlotte-

based Catholic maternity home offering

assistance for single women and their

babies, both born and unborn.

An ordained Baptist minister.

Watts was elected to the House ofRepre-
sentatives fi-om his native Oklahoma in

1994 and has been an outspoken voice

on issues he championed in Congress,

including redeveloping communities,
strengthening education and restoring

values.

"I just think there's a special place in

heaven for all the people who work in the

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Eleven hundred people attended the n

fundraiser at the Westin Charlotte Oct.

organization and contribute to the orga-

nization," said Watts.

'The young ladies" who go to Room
at the Inn "need someone not to be judg-

A living testament

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

Studentsform livingrosaryforpope
On Oct 22, in honor of the anniversary ofPope John Paul II's 25th anniver-

sary, students at St. Pius X School in Greensboro dedicated the Mysteries of
Illumination as a spiritual bouquet to the pope as part of their Living Rosary.

The students were positioned as a "rosary" at the school's main entrance. Each
student led the rosary by saying the prayers and describing the mysteries, accompa-

nied by the entire student body, teachers, administrators, parents and invited guests.

The actual rosaries were a giftfrom Msgr. Anthony Marcaccio, pastor of St.

Plus X Church, who purchased them on Ins trip to Rome on Sept 15-Sept 26.

The rosaries were especially significant because of their centerpiece image of
Mother Teresa, whom Pope John Paul II recently beatified.

inth annual Room at the Inn banquet and

23.

mental but to see them through their

crises and their circumstances," he said.

"I can't say enough about organizations

like this who make that commitment."
"What makes our maternity home

unique is that we not only provide ma-
ternity care, but also aftercare, serving

the mother and her newborn following

birth," said Cindy Brown, executive di-

rector.

Since opening its doors nine years

ago, Room at the Inn has served more
than 300 women and their children.

More than just a place to live, Room at

the Inn offers women a Christ-centered

rehabilitation program, based on educa-

tion, personal responsibility and spiri-

tual direction punctuated with mental

health and adoption counseling services.

^ Transportation to the hospital,

medical and social appointments, and
work and school is provided, as is train-

ing in parenting, nutrition, budgeting,

chastity and job skills. Mothers often

work to pay off past creditors and to

restore their credit rating and good
name.

Guests at Room at the Inn are al-

lowed to stay up to 24 months, so long

as they are working toward independent

living.

"One thing that is very gratifying is

watching new mothers grow into ma-

ture mothers," said Brown.

Many of the mothers who find

Room at the Inn arrive broken in heart

and spirit, often rejected by their families

and the fathers of their babies.

"Most women choose abortion out of

fear," said Brown. "Fear of their family's

response, fear of losing their partner, fear

of not being able to raise a child alone."

"It's a great cause and the young
mothers who are pregnant need to know
they have a place to turn," said Carly

Simmons, one of 40 Belmont Abbey stu-

dents to attend the dinner. "We're here to

help and support Room at the Inn, be-

cause life is sacred."

"Room at the Inn is an endeavor to

help those who cannot help themselves,"

said Mercy Sister Rosalind Picot, presi-

dent of the Sisters of Mercy Regional

Community of North Carolina. "It's

something that we as Christians are re-

sponsible for. This is certainly evidenced

by the number of people who are here to

serve this cause through their donations.

It's very edifying to me that so many
people are involved."

"I think it's part of the mission of the

Catholic community in Charlotte to

make an effective statement on pro-life,"

said Benedictine Abbot Placid Solari, ab-

bot of Belmont Abbey and chancellor of
its college, who was on hand to encour-

age financial support.

'Women have a choice; that is, to

give birth to their children," he said.

A signature ofRoom at the Inn is its

annual banquet and subtle fundraiser.

Invitations are issued in abundance and
the dinner is free due to pre-event

fundraising that pays for the costs. Din-

ner guests have the opportunity to hear

firsthand accounts of life-altering experi-

ences ofRoom at the Inn mothers.

"By far, the proceeds for this event

are the second highest we've had in nine

years," said Brown. "We raised

$189,000."

Watts commented on the large

number of people at the dinner.

"It obviously speaks to the mission,

the cause, but it- also speaks to the work
and the service and the . credibility that

this organization has," he said. "I think

it speaks to the leadership of the orga-

nization and the results of the work
that they do."

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail
kemurray@charlottediocese.org.

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We have been veiy pleased with the readers' response to our ad in

The Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number
ofpublications and none has produced the interest and response we've received

from The Catholic News. "

— Jill B.Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angels

Catholic ^^^^ today for low rates to ten over 125, 000 readers

NEw^>ffiRALD every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332
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School locks down
LOCKDOWN, from page 1

indi\'idual attempted to break into a

church office, said Puceta. The school

went into lockdown again and the po-

lice were called; the suspect was

quickly arrested and the school

lockdown was lifted within 15 min-

utes.

After both incidents, the police

came back to "revisit the grounds and

make sure everything was safe," said

Puceta. "On the second day, an officer

walked the halls and checked all the

doors and bathrooms, just to be sure."

And during both lockdowns, the

students and staff" reacted admirably,

said Puceta.

"It was just like we practiced in

the drills," he said. "The students paid

attention. The first time they thought

it was a drill, but they still took it

seriously."

"The faculty was cool, calm and

collected," he said. "They did an excel-

lent job."

Letters were sent home to parents

to infcrrm them of the incidents. Puceta

said he receix ed feedback from several

parents complimenting the actions

taken to ensure the students' safety.

Immaculate Heart of Mary School

in High Point utilized their lockdown

procedures in September while police

searched for and apprehended a sus-

pect near the school.

"When we deal with our greatest

commodity — children — we have to

be absolutely certain of their safety,"

said Principal Robert Wehde.

"While we hope we never have to

use lockdown drills in our schools, the

purpose of those drills is to plan for

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

A student heads to class at St. Michael

School in this photo taken August 2003.

situations we can never expect," said

Cherry. "Our children's safety was and

is the most important factor in any

situation."

"It's unfortunate that we have to

practice these drills, but they obvi-

ously paid off nicely this week," said

Puceta. "We'll follow whatever proce-

dure we can to make sure our students

are safe."

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.

ONE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME

"MSr K/SS" by Rich Staley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"A rare gift for writing that is so graceful, so natural...

an ability that is both remarkable and unique.

"

—Billie Marie ZaI, Author of The Fabric of Our Lives

To order, mall check or money order (no credit cards) to:

Pllgrtm Publlsbtttg, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, \C 2S277
$13.95
plus $2.50 shipping

Sat., Nov. 15th - 8 am til 2 pm

St. Joseph's Ladies Guild

FALL BAZAAR
Arts & Crafts - Gifts for All!

$5 Raffle for 62" Big Screen TV
DVD/VCR Combo • $100 Cash

108 St. Joseph St., Kannapolis Info: (704) 932-4607

GREAT BBQ LUNCH W/ DRINK - ONLY $5

e9^^^^W^ yS-^S, 2003
Charlotte Merchandise Mart

Windows oj Omstmas,. New this year, each

mormng a Christmas Window will open

with momentous and festive fanfare revealing

a .special celebrity ready to welcome guests

to the show.

Happiness is a Seat with Santa. And .Santa

is here, ready for photographs, secret wishes

and treats for girls and boys oi all ages.

AH the lnmmm.g%. Christmas trees,

doors, and mantels adorned with skill and

imagination compete for "best of show"

attention. There's inspiration to share, so

bring your camera.

Sing Your Yavoniz Carol along with choirs

from local schools and churches. Or, enjoy

puppets, magic, dancers and musicians.

Visions of Sugar Piums as well as gingerbread

cookies, strudel, special coffees, marvelous

breads, jams and jellies bring smiles to faces

young and old.

Hear that Whistle Blowing and watch those

model trains whizzing through tunnels, around

mountains and through little villages. And,

there are special steps so small people can sec.

Decorations & Gifts Galore. Hundreds of

colorful boutiques fill three adjoining halls

packed with favorite decorations, ornaments

and fabulous gilts.

Olde Towne's Sparkling Shops festooned with

garlands, tempt you inside with ornaments,

gifts, books, gourmet treats and friendly

shopkeepers.

Magical Miniature Houses and scenes in

their own Village and dressed in their holiday

finery are a feast for the eyes.

Craft Tents by the Score offer pottery,

hand-made Santas, jewelry, exquisite blown

glass and one of a kind gifts for teachers,

neighbors and discriminating friends.

J^6^ a//aJw4//^^A^'4Mwia6^.

Weekdays and Saturdays

10 am to 9:30 pm
Sundays

10 am to 6 pm
Adults; $8,00 door/$7,00 advance

Discount Tickets Available at Harris Teeter

Youth 6-12: $3.00 • Under 6 free with paying adult

Group rates available

For More Information

please call (704) 376-6594

A Souihcrii Sluiws, Inc. Pnxluttiori

www.SouthernChristmasShow.coin

Soufiimi
Christinas
Show.

CONNECTING
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Catholic Heritage Society members lionored
BY KAREN A. EVANS

S TAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Members of the

Catholic Heritage Society were honored

at a Mass celebrated at St. Vincent de

Paul Church Nov. 2. Eighty members of

the society attended the Mass
concelebrated by Bishop Peter J. Jugis;

Father Mauricio W. West, vicar general

and chancellor; Father Mark Lawlor,

pastor of St. Vincent de Paul; and Father

Patrick Winslow, parochial vicar of St.

Vincent de Paul.

The Catholic Heritage Society was
formed in 1994 to recognize those people

who have indicated that they intend to

leave gifts in their wills and estate plans

to a parish, school, the diocese, the foun-

dation or other Catholic organization in

the diocese.

There are currently more than 500
members of the society, some of whom
have chosen to leave their gifts to the

Foundation of the Roman Catholic Dio-

cese of Charlotte. Currently, the founda-

tion has more than $8.5 million in assets.

Most of the 1 1 5 endowments in the

foundation are designated for parishes.

Contributions may be designated or

undesignated gifts for a specific parish,

school, foundation or organization, or to

the Diocese of Charlotte in general.

According to Gina Rhodes, diocesan

director of planned giving, an estimated

6 percent Catholics in the diocese have

i:emembered the Catholic Church in

their estate plans.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Bishop Peter J. Jugis stands with Msgr.

William Pharr and Nancy West, members
of the Catholic Heritage Society,

following the annual Catholic Heritage

Society Mass and dinner at St. Vincent

de Paul Church Nov. 2.

"We encourage all Catholics to con-

sider becoming members of the Catholic

Heritage Society," Rhodes said.

"The Catholic Heritage Society pro-

vides Catholics with an opportunity for

people to leave a legacy and assure the

continuation of the Catholic Church and
all the initiatives it is involved in within

the community," said Dr. Patricia Skin-

ner, foundation board member and
president of Gaston College.

'The parish of Sacred Heart Church

BISHOP
McGUINNESS

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
EST. 1959

Triad Leader in Catholic Education

ith a future of bright prospects

guaranteed by a new facility and

expanded programs, BMCHS
continues its mission of unique

service to the communities of the

Triad. Over fort}^ years of excellence

as a first-class preparatory school

conducted in the Catholic tradition is

the hallmark of our history, and

planning for your future is our

privilege.

Come visit us at our Open

House on Wednesday,

November 12 at 7:30pm.

or, for apersonal tour,

please contact our

A.dmissions Office at

(336) 564-1011.

has become like a family to me," said

Katherene Kruckel, a member of the

Catholic Heritage Society. "The best way
to say 'thank you' for the graces and
blessings God has showered on me is to

share with the Catholics of the future."

However large or small the amount,

contributing to the foundation joins

your funds with others' gifts to make a

greater contribution, Kruckel said.

'Through their gifts, members ofthe

Catholic Heritage Society are leaving a

legacy that will help meet the needs of

individuals in the Diocese of Charlotte

for generations to come," said Jim KeUey,

executive director of the Foundation of

the Roman Catholic Diocese of Char-

lotte. "More and more parishioners

across the diocese are following their

example by remembering the church in

their current and future estate plans."

Kelley said individuals establishing

endowments take another step in living

out the life of stewardship.

"Just as we make gifts from our
monthly income, we also have an oppor-

tunity to give from our accumulated

assets to endow the church ofthe Diocese

of Charlotte," he said.

For Information aboutplannedgiving,

contact Gina Rhodes at (704) 370-3320
or e-mail gmrhodes@charlottediocese.org.

Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pin

Sat. 9:30am-3:00pin

Carolina
Catholic
Bookshoppe

t Special Cards

t Religious Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) 334-3313

4410-F Monroe Road, Charlotte, NC
www.carolinacatholicbooks.coni

We welcome mailorders aitd special orders!

AP SCHOLARS

Charlotte Catholic

High School

students earn

designations

CHARLOTTE— Twenty-five stu-

dents at Charlotte Catholic High School

have earned the designation of AP
Scholar by the College Board in recogni-

tion of their exceptional achievement on
the college-level Advanced Placement
Program Exams.

The College Board's Advanced
Placement Program (AP) Exams allows

students to take challenging college-level

courses while still in high school, and to

receive college credit, advanced place-

ment or both for successful performances

on the exams.

Almost 1 5 percent of the more than

one million high school students world-

wide took AP Exams performed at a

sufficiently high level to merit the recog-

nition of AP Scholar. Students took AP
Exams in May 2003 after completing

challenging college-level courses at their

high schools.

The College Board recognizes sev-

eral levels of achievement based on the

number of yearlong coursers and exams
(or their equivalent semester-long
courses and exams).

At Charlotte Catholic, 13 students

qualified for the National AP Scholar
Award. These students are Meredith
Bivens, Eric Chow, Anne Garvey, Devin
Hahn, Margaret Harouny, Elizabeth

Johnson, Karen Kolman, Patrick Kopfle,

Lindsey Keuser, Christopher Maher,
Alexander Queen, Christina Valeri and
Daniel Yarborough.

Seven students qualified for the AP
Scholar with Distinction Award. These
students are Jack Carley, Lauren
Florack, Wade Sample, Courtney Tighe,

Lindsey Tighe, Lauren Trojan and
Maria Usher.

Five students qualified for the AP
Scholar with Honor Award. These stu-

dents are Robert Alexander, Ryan
Burke, Erica Qoer, Julia Harding and

Jennifer Romano.

77

IT'S BACK....

E.ST. THERESE B
Sat., NovemLer 15

8 am - 3 pm

* "Crafty

difts

Colossal bake sale

Gift wrapping
i iff

Pkotos witk Santa Breakfast and lunck, too

Plus entertainment all day!

DONT MISS IT!!

217 Brawley Sckool Road, Mooresville

Ladies

for all

Tkird world crafts

Ckristmas cards

BISHOP McGUINNESS (336)564-1010

1 725 NC HWY 66 SOUTH K^ZRNERSVILLE, NC 27284
W'Ww.bmhs.us
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Arden couple embody

stewardship
STEWARDSHIP, from page 1

house, I lielped out in the house," Isabelle

said.

The Marines, parishioners at St.

Barnabas Church in Arden, joined a

Baptist ministi-y group to buQd the 24-

foot-by- 1 8-foot addition — two bed-

rooms and a porch— for a family whose

2-year-old daughter is still recovering

from near-fatal burns.

"Emily" was 9 months old, out in

her playpen in the yard, when the acci-

dent happened. Her mother, "Rita" had

set up tiki torches in the yard to ward off

mosquitoes she feared might carry West

NUe x'irus. One of the torches fell on the

baby, causing third-degree burns over

85 percent of her body.

Ken and Isabelle knew the family

and wanted to help.

"I volunteer at the Mountain Area

Hospice Foundation (in Asheville),"

Isabelle said. "Usually, I go in once a

week to do office work, and I work on

special events. This is how I met the

burned baby's mother."

Rita, formerly head of the founda-

tion, now stays home to care for Emily,

the youngest of three children, while her

husband is at his restaurant job. The
toddler has had multiple surgeries and

needs constant care.

Every week, Isabelle goes to Rita's

house and helps with the washing,

cleaning and "whatever she needs," said

Isabelle. "It's really important because

she just needs all the support she can

get"

It's one of the many stewardship

facets in the Marinos' lives. They give

financially to church and various causes,

but, "Giving generously doesn't mean

just money," Ken said.

While raising their son and daugh-

ter, the Marinos lived in Rochester, N.Y.,

where Ken was a data processing man-

ager for Chase Manhattan Bank. They

weren't too busy to be involved.

'Tou have to give back," Ken said.

"It can t be just for me. Don't ignore your

family, but do for others."

"We used to do Open Door mission,

serve food, in Rochester," Isabelle said.

<mm>i 'w">i'f>»mmm'"'i "v^ijmwJ^

OvrMouc
Social

"When I first came here, I volunteered

(as a receptionist) at Asheville-Bun-

combe Christian Community Ministry."

She also gave time at Mission Hos-

pital in Asheville, cuddling premature

babies whose parents lived some dis-

tance from the hospital and couldn't be

there every day.

Now, Ken and Isabelle ai-e involved

in frindraising events for the Mountain

Area Hospice Foundation. Ken's part-

time job lea\'es him time to do handy-

man tasks for anyone who needs assis-

tance.

The Marinos are members of the St.

Barnabas Stewardship Committee (Ken

is the chair), formed three years ago out

of the church's visioning meetings to set

goals for its future. They are also on the

parish council. Ken is on the finance

council, is a eucharistic minister and

usher and helps out around the church

with painting and other maintenance

work.

"Other people have questioned,

'Why do you do this? Works won't get

you into heaven."' Ken said. "We know

that, but it doesn't stop us from doing it.

There is a reward: it makes you feel

good."

"Something drives me from the in-

side, and it's got to be God who does it,"

he said. "[The inspiration] comes and I

feel like I can help out, and I just do it."

Isabelle is a member of the St.

Barnabas Women's Guild, participates

in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,

and washes and irons altar-server vest-

ments.

"I think as you gi-ow older in your

life, certain things become more impor-

tant," Isabelle said. 'The Lord is impor-

tant in my life. You say, 'Lord, what can

I do in my life?' How can I repay him for

having a good life? This is my way of

giving thanks. I can wash and iron."

"Stewardship is a way of life," Ken

said. "To do it is a kind of attitude

change. You have to be willing to do

things. It gives you good feelings, but it

can't be just for me. It has to be for other

people."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellmbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or e-

rmiljnell@4ru:tnet

I SSRYICSS

112 ! South rhiirrhSt.

Charloltf , NC: i«2(l

!

www.t >>n< .or^

Exff;^tive Director:

Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227
Refugee Office:

Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930
lustice & Peace:

Joe Purelio(704) 370-3225
Special Ministries:

Gerard A. Carter (704) 370-3250

Charlotte Region: 11 23 South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203

Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Sister Marie Frechette (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad; 621 W. Second Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27108

Area Director: David Harold (336) 727-0705

Greensboro Satellite Office: (336) 274-5577

High Point Hispanic Center: (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

Consolation kids collect

clothes forcommunity
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Bianca Graham
smiled and waved to passing vehicles as

she stood outside Our Lady of Consola-

tion Church. She held a sign that read

"Free Clothes."

Graham, one of 60 youth ministry

members at Our Lady of Consolation,

was helping out at the ministry's cloth-

ing drive Nov. 1.

The youth, ages 7-18, spent two

weekends collecting and then sorting

over 1,000 items of new and used cloth-

ing, plus shoes, donated by Our Lady of

Consolation parishioners.

"We talked about a garage sale, but

realized it would be better to give the

clothes away," said Nanette Lide, one of

the three youth ministers.

'The location of the church is in a

less-fortunate location, so we'd rather

give the clothes away," said Cortney Co-

lon, 17.

Approximately 30 people showed

up within the first 30 minutes of the

drive to browse the tables of clothes.

Graham, 20, who's been in the

youth group for four years, said this

year's focus of the church's youth minis-

try was to reach out to the community.

"Hopefully, we'll give all the clothes

away," she said.

"It's a source of evangelization," said

Lide. "It shows the youth how privileged

they are, and teaches them respect for

the community in which they come to

worship. Ninety-nine percent of us don't

live in this community."

"We should be helping the commu-

nity, because as a church we're supposed

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Over 1,000 items of free clotfies and

shoes were being given away at Our Lady

of Consolation Church's youth ministry

clothing drive Nov. 1

.

to help others," said Whitley Lide, 12.

"It makes a whole lot of difference,"

said Virginia Robinson, who recently

moved to Charlotte from Winston-Sa-

lem. She found several garments at the

clothing drive.

'They've helped me," she said. "It's a

blessing."

The youth ministry members were

glad to help.

"I feel this was something God
wanted me to do to help the commu-

nity," said Julian Tucker, 12. "It doesn't

matter how old or how small you are,

you can still help somebody."

DONT PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!

!

You could be singing too after more tlian

125,000 readers see YOUR company's

ad liere!

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too!

(gatholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now!

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attaghed to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

, Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We iristail

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinos
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STEWARDSHIP OUTREACH

Parishes find new ways to promote stewardship
BY KAREN A. EVANS

1^. STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE —Throughout the

Diocese of Charlotte, churches are striv-

ing to involve their parishioners in stew-

ardship on a variety of levels. St. Therese

Church in Mooresville and St. Pius X
Church in Greensboro, have success-

fijUy found new ways to serve their par-

ishes through time, talent and treasure.

Gathering the shepherds

In a growing parish, needs and op-

portunities for stewardship grow as

well. St. Therese Church is attempting to

meet the needs of more than 1,700 fami-

lies.

When the stewardship committee
was originally formed in 1983, it was
one of the first such committees in the

Diocese of Charlotte, according to Bar-

bara Gaddy, diocesan associate director

of development. Last year, in an effort to

foster a "sense of belonging" in the par-

ish, die pastoral council revitalized the

stewardship committee.

'This is a way of thanking God for

all that he does for us," said Kerry Ann
Tornesello, stewardship committee
chairperson and a member of the pasto-

ral council.

To kick off the new program, the

committee held a "Stewardship Summit"
in the spring of 2003 in which they
brought the spiritual meaning of stew-

ardship to the parish leaders. They
brainstormed, planned and prayed as a

group to bring new life into the parish. Of
the 50 ministries at St. Therese Church,

46 sent representatives to the summit.

The purpose of the stewardship

committee is to make the six commis-
sions and their ministries accountable

for setting goals and creating mission

statements, said Tornesello.

"We offer them help and a hand to

hold," she said. The committee supports

the ministries' missions and efforts to

increase membership.

The stewardship committee began
the annual parish stewardship cam-
paign in August, using the parish Web
site, newsletter, bulletin inserts and a

stewardship fair to promote opportuni-

ties.

On Commitment Sunday in Sep-

tember, members of each ministry car-

ried in banners representing their minis-

tries. The banners were hung in the

church as a reminder to parishioners of

the importance of contributing their

time, talent and treasure to the church

community.

Stewardship pledge cards were
mailed to each family prior to Commit-
ment Sunday. During each Mass, pa-

rishioners were asked to demonstrate

their -commitments to the parish by
bringing their pledge cards to the altar,

rather than putting them in the offertory

baskets.

More than 760 families have re-

sponded to the call for stewardship.

"We definitely got the message of

stewardship out to the community,"
Tornesello said.

A little child toguide them

At St. Pius X Church, the focus has

been on getting the youth of the 1,033-

family parish involved.

"We want our youth to be more

THE IRISH SOCIETY OF CHARLOTTE PRESENTS...

an evening ofIRISHFUN!
Friday, Nov. 14 — 7:30 pm

Tickets $20 - Info: 704-720-0963 or 704-708-6789

Featuring Andy Cooney ("Irish America's Favorite Son" by The New Yori< Times) and his band from
New Yorl<! He has performed with the Oak Ridge Boys, Larry Gatlin, the Statlers and others and is

best known for Boston Rose and Shannon River.

Special appearances by Rince na hEireann & Walsh Kelley stepdancers! cloor.^foo*

Oasis Shrine Club, 604 Doug Mayes Piace, Cliariotte (university area)

We beat the banks!
IMS prides itsglf on customer service. We're a local

lender and all we want is a chance to quote your
mortgage. Try us, you'll be happy you did. IMS has all

the answers and the loan programs to fit your needs.

Apply on-line 24 hours a day
www.lendinglocal.com

Call Me! Kim Geter 704-759-31 76
or kmgeter@internationalmortgage.net

7631 Sharon Lakes Rd.

Charlotte, NC 28210
Ste.D IMS Mortgage Service

Courtesy Photo

Members of St. Therese Church's stewardship committee teach stewardship through

song at the parish's "Stewardship Summit" in the spring of 2003.

active in stewardship," said Patti Dun-
ning, chairperson of the Stewardship
Committee for St. Pius X. "Our goal is to

have two high school students, two
middle school students and two grade

school students on the youth steward-

ship committee."

One way the committee is increas-

ing gifts oftreasure from the youth of the

parish is by using personalized

children's offertory envelopes. The enve-

lopes have different designs for each age

group, said Dunning.

Young people donate their time to

projects such as Operation Christmas

Child, a worldwide gift distribution

project for needy children' Urban Minis-

try; and Mary's House, a shelter for

women and their children.

These projects help the children to

understand what stewardship is and the

importance of their participation, Dun-
ning said.

Although it took one year to get the

youth stewardship program running.

the parish has seen steadily increased

participation, with as many as .50

people, including families, participating

in the projects.

In an effort to further increase their

stewardship efforts, St. Pius X is chang-

ing their stewardship drive to the spring

for 2004 and will host a fair to showcase

the iriinistries in need of time and talents

donations.

Dunning and Tornesello are confi-

dent that their efforts will bear fruit as

more members of their parishes, and

more Catholics in the diocese, pai'ticipate

in stewardship efforts.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaeva7is@charlottediocese.org.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information on steward-

ship, contact Barbara Gaddy
at (704) 370-3302 or e-mail

bagaddy@chariottediocese.com

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
of November:

Rev. Msgr. John P. Manley 1981

Rev. John J Hyland 1975

Rev John S. Regan 1976

Rev Stephen A. Sullivan 1989

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Two new books on prayer

and meditation
REVIEWED BY BRIAN T.

OLSZEWSKI
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

If "Sabbath Moments: Finding

Rest for the Soul in the Midst of Daily

Living" was produced in an audio

version, it would be a relaxation tape.

However, you could not listen to it

while operating a motor vehicle for

fear of having your attention diverted

from the road to your heart and soul.

Author Adolfo Quezada puts

readers at ease as he lulls them to-

ward a place of peace. He describes

sabbath moments as "more than a

time for doing; they are a time for

Jacob's Hip

"Sabbath Moments: Finding Rest for

the Soul in the Midst of Daily Living,"

by Adolfo Quezada. Resurrection

Press/Catholic Book Publishing Corp.

(Totowa, N.J„ 2003). 110 pp., $6.95.

"Jacob's Hip: Finding God in an Anx-

ious Age," by Kerry Walters. Orbis

Books (Maryknoll, N,Y„ 2003). 103

pp., $12.00

being." In each of the daily exercises

into which he coaxes readers, that

"being" is with God, and it is done in

silence. He refers to the sabbath mo-
ments as a refuge, a retreat, and they

are. He prescribes one each day for six

w6eks — long enough for practitio-

ners to build them into their daily

routines.

Sabbath moments are unlike

most people's lives. They are silence,

not cacophony; they are peacefulness,

not stressfulness; they are a place

where readers can approach God, and

God can approach them, not a God-
less existence.

Quezada is realistic in under-

standing the hectic. That is why he

suggests practitioners schedule their

sabbath moments, that they make
time to replenish themselves by lis-

tening to the God within.

"Sabbath Moments" draws from

the discipline of meditation. On con-

secutive days during the fifth week,

Quezada refers to meditative state.

He talks about breathing and being

aware. Those uncomfortable or unfa-

miliar with meditative prayer should

not be discouraged from "Sabbath

Moments." Rather, they would do

well to accept the prodding Quezada

offers, and to listen, in silence, with

their hearts. Ultimately they will —
by finding their sabbath moments —
learn how to relax with God.

While the term "countercultural"

has been overused and misused, it is

apropos in describing "Jacob's Hip:

Finding God in an Anxious Age."

What author Kerry Walters offers is

something with which many people

— particularly in the wake of Sept.

11, which serves as a reference point

for the author— will not be comfort-

able.

Walters fortifies his case for liv-

ing the unsettled life, for downward
mobility, for being vulnerable, with

numerous quotations from Henri

Nouwen, Ralph Waldo Emerson,
Karl Rahner, and Archbishop Oscar

Romero, among others. Readers
steeped in philosophy and theology

may have an easier time comprehend-

ing what Walters offers if they are

familiar with the lives and works of

these people.

This book requires contemplation

as Walters challenges readers: "When
it dawns on us that we are lovable

(because God loves us), we also real-

ize that God loves us because we are

made in the supremely loving and

lovable God's likeness. This, in turn,

pushes us toward the discovery that,

like the God on whom we are mod-
eled, our nature is to reciprocate love,

and that our hearts are restless until

we do."

That thought is indicative of

what he offers throughout the book; it

requires at least one rereading, as

well as time for digesting. In other

words, this is not an "easy read."

Nor should it be, for what he pro-

poses is intense; it cuts to the heart in

that it exposes how willing or unwill-

ing we are to depend upon God —
unconditionally. Those who follow

what Walters advises can expect to

live a life in which turning the other

cheek is a given, for human reasoning

of this unquestioned link with God
will not suffice.

"Jacob's Hip" will certainly get

readers to • think. Whether they are

willing to invest themselves in what

Walters advocates may be deter-

mined by how well they comprehend

his train of thought, or whether or not

they are comfortable with living a life

that is, in fact, countercultural.

Olszewski is editor of the Northwest

Indiana Catholic, newspaper of the Dio-

cese of Gary, Ind.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: NOV. 9, 2003

.Nov, 9, Dedication of

the Lateran Basilica

inRome

CycleB Readings:

1) Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12

Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9

2) 1 Corinthians 3:9c-ll, 16-17

3) Gospel: John 2:13-22

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The double schoolhouse doors

crashed behind us as my friend Nancy

and I went racing into the glory of a

crisp fall afternoon. The excitement of

Friday filled the air. What could be bet-

ter than to be fr-ee from the tedium ofour

fourth-grade classroom? During these

fall days we savored the walk home
through the brilliant leaves that covered

the yards and sidewalks of the houses

and churches on our way.

Each day St. Leander's Church

marked the half-way point in our jour-

ney home. No matter how many times

we passed by, I found myself consumed

with curiosity about what lay beyond its

mysterious doors. We often tried the

door, but always found it locked, which

left me with a sense of disappointment

mixed with relief On this day my friend

Nancy said, "Let's see if the door is open

today."

I had long-standing instructions. If

we were ever to enter the church, we
must cover our heads and remain'

deathly quiet. Nancy pushed the great

metal latch down. The door opened a

few inches. I trembled with fear and

anticipation. We slipped through the

narrow slot. I followed my friend's lead

and dipped my fingers in the holy wa-

ter and made the sign of the cross.

Afternoon shafts of light poured
through the stained-glass windows. I

recognized some of the statues that

seemed to wait in the shadows. I

breathed in the leftover spicy smells of

incense. I stood in the main aisle, look-

ing at the crucifix above the white

marble altar. To me the holy had - be-

come palpable. For the first time in my
young life I experienced sacred space.

The readings for this weekend re-

mind us of the importance of sacred

space in our lives as we mark the dedica-

tion of St. John Lateran Basilica in Rome
on Nov. 9, 324. However, sacred space is

not only like that which we find in a

magnificent cathedral in a faraway land,

it is also the sacred space that lies within

our hearts and souls. In his first letter to

the Corinthians, St. Paul reminds us that

if the foundation of our lives is Jesus the

Christ, then we are the temples of the

Holy Spirit.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 9 NOVEMBER 15

Sunday (Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome), Ezekiel 47:1-2, 8-9, 12, 1 Corinthians 3:9-11, 16-

17, John 2:13-22; Monday (St. Leo the Great), Wisdom 1:1-7, Luke 17:1-6; Tuesday (St. Martin of

Tours), Wisdom 2:23—3:9, Luke 17:7-10; Wednesday (St. Josaphat), Wisdom 6:1-11, Luke 17:11-19;

Thursday (St. Frances Cabrini), Wisdom 7:22—8:1, Luke 17:20-25; Friday, Wisdom 13:1-9, Luke

17:26-37; Saturday (St. Albert the Great), Wisdom 18:14-16; 19:6-9, Luke 18:1-8

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 16 NOVEMBER 22

Sunday (Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time), Daniel 12:1-3, Hebrews 10:11-14, 18, Mark 13:24-32;

Monday (Elizabeth of Hungary), 1 Maccabees 1:10-15,41-43,54-57, 62-63, Luke 18:35-43; Tuesday

(St. Rose Philippine Duchesne), 2 Maccabees 6: 18-31, Luke 19:1-10; Wednesday, 2 Maccabees 7:1,

20-31, Luke 19:11-28; Thursday, 1 Maccabees 2:15-29, Luke 19:41-44; Friday (Presentation of the

Blessed Virgin Mary), 1 Maccabees 4:36-37, 52-59, Luke 19:45-48; Saturday (St. Cecelia), 1 Maccabees

6:1-13, Luke 20:27-40

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
^Selection

Driverswanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing CouldBe Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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'Love Actually' ain't bad

CNS PHOTO FROM Universal Studios

Keira Knightley stars in a scene from Universal Studios' "Love Actually," a

romantic comedy set in London which interweaves 10 stories of love. From

romantic to puppy love, from love between spouses, friends and families to

unrequited love, writer-director Richard Curtis has composed a touching if

uneven film that pleases despite familiar cliches and overworked situations.

However, unnecessary extended sexual scenes detract from the film's overall

drollness. Several scenes of sexual encounters with nudity, a few sexual

references and innuendoes, and intermittent rough language with an instance

of profanity. The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is L —
limited adult audience, films whose problematic content many adults would find

troubling. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is R — restricted.

Come eat, shop and have fun at

ST. LUKE'S ARTS & GRAFTS FESTIVAL
Saturday, Nov. 15th 8 am until 3 pm

Hand-made gifts and treasures featured

by more than 40 artists and craftsmen!

Plus, a fish fry and bake sale!

13700 Lawyers Road, Charlotte Info: (704)841-1372

1 5% off with this coupon

Now
at2 great

locations!

"Catholic
Company

1

I

I

I

228 Zimmer Rd
Fort Mill, SC 2971

5

803-396-5399 ext. 240

Mon-Fri: 10am - Spm

5 m/n. south ofBallantyne and 1-485

1-485 to Hwy 521 (Johnston Rd).

Go south approx.5 miles. Shortly after

crossing the state line, turn left at the

BP station.Go % mile and turn left into

Zimmer Business Park - #228.

CatholicCompany.com

1 9905 W. Catawba Ave. , Suite 1 06
Cornelius, NC 28031

704-655-9090

Mon,Wed,Thu, Fri: 10am - 6pm
Tue:1 0am - 7pm
Sat: 10am -3pm

In JohnsburySquare - next to Rosetti's

177 to Exit 28 Catawba Ave.

Go west for mile.

The store is on the North side of street

LalteNorman.CatholkCompany.com

'Revolutions' doesn't revolve

around a good plot
BY DAVID DiCERTO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — At one point dur-

ing the grandiose climax ofThe Matrix

Revolutions" (Warner Bros.), Smith, the

film's virtual villain, experiences a sense

of digital deja vu and snarls, "I've seen

this before." That sentiment may be

shared by the audience throughout this

final installment of Larry and Andy
Wachowski's bloated cyber-noir "Ma-
trix" trilogy.

All three movies consist of pro-

tracted, ultraviolent action sequences

stitched together by dollops of preten-

tious, pseudo-philosophical dialogue

and allegorical symbolism, with over-

the-top, gravity-defying brawls serv-

ing as the visual centerpiece of each

movie. Though the Wachowskis rein

in the existential banter in this third

go-round, the stylized carnage re-

mains at full throttle. And while the

franchise continues to push the enve-

lope of technical wizardry, it's in in-

verse proportion to narrative and
character development. The result is

an overstuffed maelstrom of noise and

violence, a sound and fury signifying

nothing. Like the Matrix itself the film

looks substantial, but is ultimately

empty of any real content.

For those who missed the first

two films, Keanu Reeves plays Neo, a

computer hacker turned reluctant

messiah who discovers what he
thought was the real world was just a

computer simulation piped into his
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FUNERAL SERVICEJNC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291
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brain by sentient machines which, in

some distant dystopian future, have

taken over the world and which keep

him — along with most of Earth's

population — imprisoned in this illu-

sory reality known as "the Matrix" in

order to harvest their neural electric-

ity as a fuel source.

A few hundred stalwart humans
have escaped to the subterranean

stronghold of Zion— the last outpost of

humanity — in the hope of overthrow-

ing the machines.

As the curtain rises on The Matrix

Revolutions," Neo's mind is trapped be-

tween the Matrix and the real world.

Trinity, Morpheus and Seraph track

down the elusive Trainman — the only

program who can release Neo fi-om his

psychic waylay. Meanwhile, Zion pre-

pares for an Armageddon-like last stand

against an invading machine army.

Once reawakened, Neo borrows a

hovercraft in order to reach Machine
City, a menacing mechanized metropolis

on the Earth's apocalyptic surface, and

confront the machine monarch.

Visually, this exercise in bland gran-

diosity does not make the exponential

leaps in special effects that helped the

original redefine the sci-fi genre. The
pioneering "bullet time" effect, thought

so cutting-edge in 1999, is now de

rigueur in less lavish films, and even

commercials.

As in the two earlier films, "Revolu-

tions" draws themes from a broad range

of mythological and theological tradi-

tions. Yet much of its metaphysical

musings are weighed down by its

sturm-und-drang sententiousness and

blustering banality. Still, enough breaks

through the fray to serve as an opportu-

nity for discussion between Christianity

and pop culture, elevating the film above

the morass of more mindless action

movies.

Due to much stylized violence as

well as recurring profanity, the USCCB
Office for Film & Broadcasting classifica-

tion is A-IV— adults, with reservations.

The Motion Picture Association of

America rating is R— restricted.

DiCerto is on tlie staffof the Officefor

Film & Broadcasti?ig ofthe U.S. Coiference

of Cat/iolic Bishops.

Holiday Celebrations
zvith

The Pampered Chef

TJw Kitchen Store

That Comes To Your Door

Kitchen/Catalog Shows

Fund-raisers

Iiidwidual Orders

Book a holiday show or place an order

before Dec. 10 and receive a free gift.

Teresa R. Scott

Independent Kitchen Consultant

704-814-9101
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Mercy Sister Mary Lx)reto's

dedicated prayer life remembered
Father Willis made mark
on Hispanic community,

students' lives

BELMONT — Benedictine Father

Lawrence Willis died in his room at

Belmont Abbey Oct. 26.

A Mass of Christian burial was Oct.

29 by Abbey monks and diocesan

priests in the presence of Bishop Peter J.

Jugis of Charlotte, the Belmont Abbey

College community and Father

Lawrence's friends. He was buried in the

Abbey Cemetery.

Father Willis had served as a

Belmont Abbey College professor since

1967 and as a member of the College's

Board of Trustees, 1979-1982.

As an instructor, he was a pioneer

audio-visual instruction and outfitted

his classroom with the latest in audio

and video technology.

He generously shared his talents

and regularly hosted special sessions for

colleagues and their classes, outside

groups and individuals. Although Fa-

ther Lawrence taught in a variety of

fields, he particularly enjoyed teaching

the mythology of various world cultures.

Born in Greensboro on Nov. 30,

1939, he matriculated at Belmont Abbey

College in 1957, where he earned his

bachelor's degree. While a college stu-

dent, he entered the novitiate at Belmont

Abbey and received the name Lawrence.

His first profession of monastic vows

was Feb. 1, 1961.

Father Willis pursued theology at

the international Benedictine college,

Sant' Anselmo, in Rome, where he

earned a licentiate in sacred theology.

While in Rome, he professed solemn

vows at Sant' Anselmo in October 1964.

He was ordained to the priesthood in

Assisi on July 10, 1966.

Following his theological studies.

Father Willis continued studies in Ital-

ian at the Universita per Stranieri in

Perugia and earned a master's degree in

Spanish at the Universidad Ibero-

Americana in Mexico City.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

SALES: #1 Health and Nutrition Company ex-

panding. Full training provided. $2.6-$7.5/hour

part-tirae/full-timt. 1-888-724-7425. http;//

www.wisdoniofwealtli.com/?refid=n3

FOR SALE

GRAVES: Three in Flora! Garden Cemetery,

High Point, Section KK-349. Priced at

one-half cemetery'.s current price per space.

S36-HH3-H95i.

In addition to linguistic skills. Fa-

ther Willis had a virtual photographic

memory. He was a walking encyclope-

dia filled with information on a vast

array of topics.

In his priestly ministry. Father

Willis placed his language skills at the

service of the church, and for many years

was devoted to the pastoral care of the

growing Hispanic community at St.

Dorothy Church in Lincolnton.

Benedictine Father

Lawrence Willis

In recent years. Father Willis suf-

fered from diabetes. Throughout his de-

clining health, he constantly edified his

confi-eres and all who knew him by his

patient acceptance of his infirmities and

his unwavering determination to return

to his beloved classroom.

The weight training of his younger

years helped as he rolled himself every-

where in his wheelchair, actively and

eagerly participating in all aspects of the

life of his monastic and college communi-

ties. It was with great shock and sadness

that the Belmont Abbey community

learned of his passing.

INSURANCE: Best Health In.surance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704)845-1416.

FOR RENT

Snowbirds - Family Vacations - Weekend
Getaways. OCEANFRONT condos in Charles-

ton, SC and Hutchinson Island, FL.

www.bedonthebeach.com or 704-89S-S214

BELMONT — Mercy Sister Mary
Loreto Brown, 93, died Oct. 28 at

Marian Center, Sacred Heart Convent in

Belmont.

A Mass of Christian burial was held

Oct. 30 with burial following at Belmont

Abbey Cemetery.

Sister Mary Loreto was born

March 27, 1910 in Washington, D.C
Her secular name was Elizabeth

Valliday Brown; she took the name Sis-

ter Mary Loreto upon entering the reli-

gious order of the Sisters of Mercy on

Oct. 30, 1954. She was received as a

Sister of Mercy on Aug. 15, 1955.

Sister Mary Loreto taught at St.

Michael School in Gastonia, 1956-1958,

and at Sacred Heart School in Salisbury,

1958-1960. She served as a caregiver for

residents at Holy Angels Nursery, 1960-

1964.

She served her community in a vari-

ety of roles from 1964 until 1970: From
housekeeping and driving duties to han-

dling the reception desk to spiritual di-

rection. In conjunction with her

motherhouse duties, she administered in

the residence halls at Sacred Heart Col-

lege.

Sister Mary Loreto began as assis-

tant librarian at Charlotte Catholic High

School in 1970. In 1974, she became a

pastoral visitor at Mercy Hospital in

Charlotte. Although unable to continue

for long due to health problems, she

shared and brought God's word to the

sick.

Her earlier apostolic works included

teaching faith ffirmation classes, work-

ing with prisoners and visiting the

homebound, all ofwhich she wholeheart-

edly relished.

She was also a dedicated member of

the Catholic Daughters of America in

Bethesda, Md., until her death.

She will be remembered for her in-

Mercy Sister Mary Loreto Brown

fectious smile, gentle nature, devout de-

meanor and her dedicated prayer life.

Memorials may be made to the Sis-

ters of Mercy, Sacred Heart Convent,

100 Mercy Drive, Belmont, N.C. 28012-

4805.

Supplemental Health Care
STAFFING SPECIALISTS

is proud fo announce the opening of a

new allied health division in Norfh Carolina!

PTs and OTs up to $36/hr

PTAs and COTAs up to $30/hr

Speech Therapists up to $40/hr

Per d/em and contracts available

Contact me today to find out what
Supplemental Health Care has to offer you!

Deena Taylor

Toll free (877) 781-9565

Fax (919) 781-9564

Dtaylor@supplementalhealth.com

Visit our vvebsite: www.ncalliedstaffing.com

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!

Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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To the millions of Catholics across the nation:

Che Cimcs

PresidentSigns

PartiaiBirtii

AbortionBan
or your postcards,

your letters, your

phone calls, and most

of all, your prayers.

After eight years, youVe made history.

This marks the first federal restriction of an abortion

procedure in 30 years.

The struggle over partial-birth abortion is not over,

and the ban faces a court challenge. But today our

nation is one step closer to a culture of life.

IP)less^ou

The Catholic Bishops of the United States

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus and the USCCB Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities.

Respect Life Office - (704) 370-3229

Maggi F. Nadol, Director

Catholic Social Services— Diocese of Charlotte

Ban signed

into law

BAN, from page 1

sor of legislation to ban partial-birth

abortion, and his colleagues successfully

passed the measure 64-34. The vote

came three weeks after the House passed

the same measure with a 281-142 vote.

On Oct. 28 Congress .sent the bill to

President Bush, who signed it into law

Nov. 5. The U.S. bishops' Committee
on Pro-Life Activities and the

Knights of Columbus prai.sed the ban.

'The ban on partial-birth abortion

is a testimony to the dedication of so

many who believe in the sanctity of life,"

said Bishop Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte. "I

am thankful for those who stayed the

course and 'fought the good fight,' often

at great personal sacrifice."

"Although this partial-birth abortion

ban wUl be questioned and oppo.sed by

some, we join people of goodwill in many
faith traditions who recognize the inher-

ent truth of the Gospel of Life," said the

bishop. 'The truth of the Good News is

stronger than campaigns of misinforma-

tion and innuendo. This victory encour-

ages us to remain vigilant in our work to

secure protection for all God's children."

During Clinton's presidency, the

Senate passed the ban twice and he ve-

toed it both times. A third attempt was
stopped by the courts.

Santorum's was a keynote speaker

at the St. Louis Archdiocese's 27th an-

nual pro-life convention came a couple

days before Senate passage of the ban.

Santorum said pro-lifers are en-

gaged in a culture war that requires

several actions: getting involved in poli-

tics, which includes voting for pro-life

leaders and being aware of the judges

being appointed to the courts; showing

that the pro-life movement is one of love

and not hate and anger; and prayer,

including for those in leadership posi-

tions and on the fi-ont lines.

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed to

this story.

C
CC

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carblinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Diocese of Charlotee Pastotral Center
The Chancery

7 November 2003

My Dear Friends in the Lord:

Despite the best efforts ofconcerned Catholics, the number ofpeople living in

poverty in our country increased by 1.4 million during the past year. Almost 35

'million Americans are caught in the cycle ofpoverty. Children are growing up

in an age beleaguered with terrorism, war, violence, and intergenerational

cycles ofpoverty that weaken the human spirit.

I urgeyou to give generously to the Catholic Campaignfor Human Develop-

ment when the annual collection is taken in your parish on November 22-23,

2003. The major portion of the collection is used by the national offices of

CCHD to support anti-poverty projects across the country; the remainder stays

here in our diocese tofund self-help initiatives that benefit our local communi-

ties, and to educate Catholics and the general public about CCHD. Among the

13 projects that received local funding from the 2002 collection are the

Adequate Housingfor Latino Population in Franklin, the Ellerbe Hispanic

Center, an After School Enrichment Program in JVaynesville, and the Far

West Affordable Housing Action Program in Hayesville.

Together we can brake the cycle ofpoverty. With an increase in the collection,

CCHD couldfund many more of the groups that applyfor help.

At the Bishop Begley Conference on Appalachia last month, cosponsored by

CCHD, I was awed by the statistics cited by CCHD Executive Director Rev.

Robert Vitillo in his remarks on the state ofpoverty in the United States. To

read his entire speech, please visit http://www.cssnc.org/uploads/

BBCAVitilloAddress.pdf. We must increase our efforts to respond to those in

need.

Thanking youfor your continued generosity and wishing each ofyou God's

blessings, I am

Sincerely in Christ,

Very Reverend Mauricio W. West

Vicar General and Chancellor

ft POVERTY VIEWS
More than 32 million U.S. residents live in poverty. U.S. adults who...

Are concerned Knovr someone Lived in

- about poverty living poverty

in America in poverty at some point

« 8P 41% 33%
Sourtes: U.S. Census Bureou ond Cotholit Campoign for Human Development; "Poverty Pulse" survey, 2001 ©2001 CNS Graphics

Pope says God welcomes

prayer offered with heart

full of praise
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Prayer

offered to God with a heart full of praise

and a clear intention to follow the path of

goodness is welcomed by God as a sacri-

fice. Pope John Paul II said.

When, as in the Psalms, believers

praise God in prayer and beg for God's

help in avoiding sin, they are acknowl-

edging the close tie between "worship

and life, prayer and existence," the pope

said at his Nov. 5 general audience.

Under a bright morning sun in St.

Peter's Square, the pope's teaching fo-

cused on Psalm 141 and its use in the

church's evening prayer.

The psalmist prays, "Let my prayer

come like incense before you, the lifting up

ofmy hands like the evening sacrifice."

Pope John Paul said the psalm illus-

trates that "prayer made with a pure and

sincere heart becomes a sacrifice offered

to God."

The psalm also includes petitions

that God wUl protect his faithful from

evil and give them the strength to avoid

temptation, the pope said.

"Words and works are, in fact, the

The Pope

Speaks

Pope John Paul II

expression of a person's moral choices,"

he said.

The psalm's references to the wicked

being cast down into the depths or

trapped in snares and their bones being

scattered is a "picturesque" way of af-

firming "hostility to evil, the choice of

goodness and the certainty that God
intervenes in history with his judgment
of severe condemnation of injustice," the

pope said.

Pope John Paul told the estimated

18,000 visitors at the audience that the

psalms are "invocations which the Lord

himself wants addressed to him. He loves

to listen to them, feeling the hearts of his

beloved children vibrate through them."

Non-Catholics

receivingCommunion
in Catholic churches

Q. We have encountered some confu-

sion in our area about when people who
are not Catholic may receive Communion
in the Catholic Church. Some say the

conditionsfor interfaith reception ofCom-
munion are different now than a few
years ago.

One priest told us non-Catholics can-

not receive Communion in the Catholic

Church because they can receive in their

own churches. What is the present re-

quirement or is it differentfrom one place

to another? (Florida)

A. The conclusions from various

Vatican directives, and seemingly official

practices, can be confusingly varied.

The latest general Catholic Directory

on Exumenism (March 1993) lists four

conditions for reception of the Eucharist

by a baptized non-Catholic Christian in

the Catholic Church, unless a bishops'

conference or the local bishop has estab-

lished other norms.

The individual must (l) request the

sacrament freely and on his or her own
initiative, (2) manifest the faith the church

professes concerning the Eucharist, (s) be

spiritually prepared and motivated to re-

ceive, and (4) have no access for the sacra-

ment in his or her own church or religious

denomination (No. 131).

That seems straightforward enough,^

but in a later (1995) encyclical, "Ut Unum
Sint," Pope John Paul II seemed to elimi-

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

nate the fourth condition. It is a source of

joy, he says, "that Catholic ministers may
administer the Eucharist to Christians

who are not in fijU communion with the

Catholic Church, but who greatly desire

to receive these sacraments, freely request

them and manifest the faith" which the

church professes about them (No. 46).

The pope quotes that same passage

again in his new encyclical on the Eucha-

rist released last Holy Week, "Ecclesia de

Eucharistia" (No. 46).

The possible significance of these re-

duced conditions is highlighted by sev-

eral relatively recent incidents, including

the pope's administering Communion to

Tony Blair, prime minister of Great Brit-

ain, in March of this year at a papal Mass.

Mrs. Blair is Catholic, but he is not.

Pope John Paul's comments in the

two encyclicals and the reception ofCom-
munion by Mr. Blair in the pope's chapel

are interpreted as possibly minimizing or

eliminating the 1993 requirement that a

non-Catholic not have access to his or her

own clergyman for the sacraments.

The above regulations do not apply

to Eastern churches who are not in com-

munion with Rome, for whom other

rules apply.
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Pope John Paul the Great
Redectmgon
popesTninistry,

virtues

I was just leaving work after a

long day at the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops when word came
that I might want to greet a group of

visiting Polish bishops. Dutifully 1

walked to our conference room and

greeted them, one of whom just hap-

pened to be Archbishop Karol
Wojtyla.

The next time I met him he was
Pope John Paul II, speaking to us

about the glories of research and the-

ology at The Catholic University of

America, and then extolling the won-
ders of our priesthood in

Washington's St. Matthew's Cathe-

dral.

My first recollection of John Paul

II is of a man with amazing energy

and intellectual power. He was ath-

letic and photogenic, conversant in

several languages. He spoke with

deep conviction and addressed issues

in a philosophical, down-to-earth
manner.

This April I saw the pope again

in Rome. He was slumping over in his

chair; he drooled and slurred his

The Human

Side

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS Columnist

words. Though he made an effort to

put gusto into them, his words were a

whimper compared to times past.

As broken as he was, his determi-

nation to push on was very inspiring.

Even more awesome was his courage

in displaying his frailty in public.

Like other fading greats, he could

have hidden behind the scenes, only

appearing when at his best. But he

didn't do" this.

Over the last few weeks Pope
John Paul II has been lauded for be-

ing a champion of human dignity,

befriending the poor and defending

refugees, apologizing to the Jews,

breaking down the Iron Curtain,

traveling the world and working fe-

rociously for world peace and Chris-

tian unity. I've come to think of him
as a man with a mission to keep him
going despite the circumstances.

One virtue of this pope that I feel

writers often have overlooked is a

first fervor he never lost. No doubt he,

like all young priests, had aspirations

to change the world through Christ

and wanted to make a mark on it by

serving Christ as well as possible.

Illness and old age have a way of

cooling our fervor, causing us to

think more of our health than of more
important matters. Often they cause

depression because we know we
aren't our real self and that we will

never have the energies to regain that

self And, too, when we get older

many of our pet projects are reversed.

Close friends die, leaving us with no
one to share our concerns. And al-

though we may enjoy it momentarily,

we come to realize that peace can

never fully be achieved in this life.

A pope is human, yet for good
reason people think of Pope John Paul

as a man of enthusiasm. A dreamer of

new ideas; a lover of youth and, like

them, forward-looking; the direct an-

tithesis of someone who no longer has

anything to live for: We all know
these as characteristics of Pope John
Paul.

Many feel this pope one day will

be called John Paul the Great. Of all

his great accomplishments, persisting

in his first fervor and forever seeing

life filled with God's uplifting spirit

should be counted as his greatest.

Workingfor peace in

the "GreatWar"
Rembering twogreatchurchmen

Eighty-five years ago, on Nov. 11,

1918, World War I ended, with an infa-

mous tragedy. My late son Peter, who
wrote a book on this war, told me with

tears in his eyes of a decision made by
Allied representatives on the early

morning of that Nov. 1 1

.

At 5 a.m., Germany signed an armi-

stice with the Allies. But then someone
got a brilliant idea. For the sake of "his-

torical drama," news of the armistice

could be held until 1 1 a.m. Then the

news could report that the armistice had

taken effect on the 1 1th hour of the 1 1th

day of the 1 1th month.

In those six hours, many more sol-

diers on both sides were killed— for the

sake of a catchy headline!

This was also the war that, be-

cause of the explosion of new technol-

ogy, would forever change how war is

fought, leaving millions of casualties,

civilians as well as soldiers. It initiated

a new globalism that would now char-

acterize our foreign policy. It spawned
the rise ofcommunism that would rule

in Russia and its satellites for the next

70 years. It accounted for the anger
and madness of Hitler, a German sol-

dier in World War I, who was infuri-

ated at the peace treaty that demeaned
Germany; his rise to power was an-

other chance to get back at the Allies.

Sadly, World War I shaped the

20th century as the warring time that it

became.

While nations continued the kUling

from 1914 to 1918, what few Catholics

know is that Pope Benedict XV poured

out love. He established an Office for

Prisoners in the Vatican, making it pos-

sible for prisoners of war and soldiers at

the front on all sides, as far as possible, to

maintain contact with their families. He
gave money to set up welfare works for

war victims in all countries, getting

them food, warm clothing and medical

care. He insisted on help worldwide to

ease the pain and deprivations endured

by countless widows and orphaned chil-

dren suffering hunger and homelessness.

Pope Benedict, emphasizing Chris-

tian love, proclaimed, "It is the duty of

every person to run to help another hu-

man being who is in danger of death."

That war was to greatly affect

another man of God, a young priest

by the name of Angelo Roncalli as-

signed to a medical unit, "primitive at

best," in a military hospital and serv-

ing also on the horrific battlefields.

"The war was a time of intense suffer-

ing for Don Angelo, a time of testing

and of learning through sorrow,"

The

Bottom

Line

ANTOINETTE
BOSCO

CNS Columnist

wrote a biographer, Alden Hatch.

Like Pope Benedict, the young priest

called this war "a useless massacre." In-

fluenced by the pope, he founded a house

for soldiers and worked to search for

soldiers unaccounted for.

Clearly, as he brought the love of

Jesus to soldiers, the seeds were sown of

his yearning for "pacem in terris" —
peace on earth. That wartime priest de-

cades later became Pope John XXIII. In

1963 he published his great encyclical

on peace, "Pacem in Terris."

On this anniversary we should re-

member with pride and gratitude those

two gi'eat churchmen, who tried to bring

Christ's compassion and peace to the

world. Our pope today speaks also as

they did, pleading for the end of hate and

killing among nations.

Pope Benedict argued that if a peace

settlement was not built on Christian

principles ofjustice and, above all, char-

ity, latent hostilities between peoples

would rise again and there could be no
real reconciliation and therefore no last-

ing peace. His words have been, sadly,

prophetic.

Stewardship

Awareness

Sunday

Guest

Column

BISHOP PETER
J. JUGIS

On Sunday, November 9th, we
celebrate our fifteenth annual Stew-

ardship Awareness Sunday.

Personally, it provides an oppor-

tunity for me to reflect on my own
gratitude to God for his abundant
blessings in my life. I am always
humbled by the generosity of God,
who has given us everything-even

His only Son. I am in awe when I

consider every breath that I breathe,

every drop of water that I drink, ev-

ery faith-filled moment of my life is a

gift from God. I constantly look for

ways to give thanks to God through

my stewardship of time, talent, and

treasure.

I encourage you to take some
time today to reflect on your own
gifts of time, talent and treasure and

give prayerful thought as to how you
can best respond to God's generosity.

Perhaps it might mean making a con-

certed effort to improve your prayer

life, giving God the first fruits of your

time. It could involve taking an in-

ventory of your talents and finding

ways to use those talents in service to

God through your parish, the diocese

or your community. It may be a time

to take another step in giving a pro-

portionate amount of your financial

resources to support your parish, the

diocese or other charities.

We all need to ask ourseh es what
kind of stewards we are of the Catho-

lic faith that we cherish and of the

natural resources God has pro\'ided

the world in which we live.

I am aware that many of you
have already completed your annual

parish stewardship renewal. Others

will be making commitments of time,

talent and treasure on Stewardship

Awareness Sunday or later in the

spring of the year. Whether you make
a formal pledge in your parish or a

simple private renewal, I encourage

you to give proportionately of the

first fruits of God's many gifts. Jesus

assures us that the good and faithful

steward will "share in the master's

joy" (Matt 25:21).

Through Baptism we are called to

be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.

We must make a conscious choice to

follow His way-a way of life that em-
braces stewardship.
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Our Lady of Grace serves as

dwelling for Triad Catholics

Photo by George Cobb

Our Lady of Grace Church in Greensboro, established in 1952, is now home to over

2,300 registered families.

GREENSBORO — In January

1952, Bishop Vincent S. Waters of the

Diocese of Raleigh (which encompassed

all of North Carolina at the time) estab-

lished Our Lady of Grace Church as a

division of St. Benedict Church, the

mother parish of Greensboro.

Construction funding came from

Julian Price, a Baptist, whose wife, Ethel,

a convert to Catholicism, died in 1944.

Price donated $400,000 for the project,

but died in 1946 before building of the

500-seat church began. World War 11

and rising building costs delayed con-

struction, but the Prices' children gave

an additional .$300,000 to ensure the

memorial church would be built.

Construction finally began in the

spring of 1950. Modeled after the

Church ofOur Lady of Refuge in Brook-

lyn, N.Y., Our Lady of Grace hosted its

first Mass in July 1952 and was dedi-

cated by the late Archbishop Amleto

Cocognani (then-apostolic delegate to

the United States) in September of that

year. Msgr. Arthur Freeman was ap-

pointed as pastor.

The parish quickly established a

school, dedicated by Bishop Waters in

November 1953. Sisters, Servants of the

Immaculate Heart of Mary from

Scranton, Pa., arrived in August to staff

the school for the next 26 years. The
school opened in 1954 to 175 students in

kindergarten through eighth-grade.

Additions and renovations to the

church property were made during the

following years. The current rectory was

purchased in 1954, and the convent in

which the sisters lived was expanded in

1963. The convent, which originally

served as rectory, was also furnished

with a chapel at that time.

Then-Msgr. Michael J. Begley, the

fifth pastor of Our Lady of Grace

Church, was installed as the founding

bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte in

1972. Father Francis Smith, who had

served as Msgr. Freeman's assistant, re-

turned as pastor.

In 1973, a nearby house was pur--

chased for parish meetings and social

activities. The structure, named St.

Agnes House, was sold in 1982.

Bishop Begley dedicated the new
parish activity center Nov. 14, 1976.

The three-story center houses a gymna-

sium, kitchen, cafeteria, six classrooms.
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Our Lady of Grace Church

2205 West Market Street

Greensboro, N.C. 27403

Vicariate: Greensboro

Pastor: Father Francis O'Rourke

Parochial Vicar: Reverend Luis S.

Osorio

Deacons: Reverend Mr. Timothy

Rohan; Reverend Mr. Paul Teich

Number of families; 2,353

Father Francis O'Rourke

school library and church and school

administrative offices.

In 1977, the parish celebrated the

church's 25th anniversary. Mr. and

Mrs. Joseph McKinley Bryan— the lat-

ter ofwhom is the daughter ofJulian and

Ethel Price — donated money for the

2,226-pipe "jubilee organ." It took more

than a year to design the organ and

buUd a gallery for it over the fi-ont en-

trance of the church.

The parish school celebrated its

25th anniversary in 1978 by burying a

time capsule containing national and in-

ternational events fi-om 1953 to 1978. A
growing student body led to further ex-

pansion of the school, which now teaches

over 400 students.

In summer 1988, the Marians of the

Immaculate Conception were appointed

by then-Bishop John F. Donoghue to

pastor Our Lady of Grace Church. The
Marians remained until February 2000,

when diocesan priests resumed pastoral

leadership.

In 1995, parish financial support

funded a church renovation, including

painting the interior, refinishing pews and

installing new carpeting. Stained glass

windows in the vestibule depicting the As-'

sumption and the Immaculate Conception

were installed, and a Divine Mercy chapel

was added to the sanctuary.

A Respect Life Garden was blessed

Jan. 19, 1999 by then-Bishop William

G. Curlin. In June 2001, Father Francis

O'Rourke and Father Luis Osorio were

appointed as pastor and parochial vicar,

respectively.

Parish growth has been steady. In

1952, the congregation comprised 300

families; by 1982, 775 households

made up the church community. In the

mid-1990s, more than 1,700 families

called themselves Our Lady of Grace

parishioners.

Striving to be a welcoming commu-
nity, the parish has evolved into one

reflecting a cultural diversity that in-

cludes many from Africa, Eastern Eu-

rope, Asia and an ever-increasing num-

ber of Hispanics from Mexico and Cen-

tral and South America. In 2001, Our

Lady of Grace Church began a weekly

Mass celebrated in Spanish.

More than 500 people gathered to

celebrate the 50th anniversary of the

church Oct. 12, 2003. Thirteen priests,

including former pastors of Our Lady of

Grace Church, concelebrated the Mass

with Archbishop John F. Donoghue erf

Atlanta.

Our Lady of Grace is more than a

loving memorial to Ethel Price. From its

beginnings a half-century ago to the

present, it has also served as a spiritual

dwelling for the ever-growing numbers

of Catholics who call the Triad region of

North Carolina home.
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TO FEED THE HUNGRY

Catholic Social

Services Food Pantry

in need of restocking
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHi^RLOTTE — Every
year, more than 1,200 people

in western North Carolina

turn to the Catholic Social Ser-

vices (CSS) Food Pantry to

help feed their families. More
than 2,500 bags of non-perish-

able food were donated to the

Food Pantry in 2002.

However, with an increas-

ing population and declining

economy, 2,500 bags of food

will not feed the hungry of
western North Carolina in

2003, said Geri King, director

of the Charlotte Regional Of-

fice of CSS.

In the past two years, CSS
has noticed a significant in-

crease in the number of first-

time Food Pantry clients. King
said this is a commentary on
the state of the economy and
the eflFects of Sept. 11. Even

though the economy is im-
proving, there are stiU many
families in need of assistance

untn economic progress affects

them in a positive manner.

"The Food Pantry used to

be so fuU we could send our

overstock to the Metrolina
Food Bank," said Barbara
Grisinger, a social worker for

the Charlotte Regional Oifice.

Now, the pantry is barely

stocked to meet the needs of its

own clients.

There is always an in-

creased need in the colder win-

ter months. King said.

"It's very hard on the stalf

when there is nothing to give

out to a needy famUy," she said.

"We are grateful for the

sources that have been with us

for years, but we need more
people to respond."

See PANTRY, page 4

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Barbara Grisinger, a social worker for the Charlotte Regional Office

of Catholic Social Services, examines the inventory of the Food
Pantry. Food Pantries throughout the Diocese of Charlotte are

experiencing shortfalls in their stock as donations fail to meet
steadily increasing requests for food.

A 'MONUMENT TO GOD'

St Leo the Great Church

celebrates 75th anniversary

Photo by Susan deGuzman

Seventeen priests joined more than 250 parishioners in

celebrating the 75th anniversary of St. Leo the Great Church in

Winston-Salem Nov. 10, the feast day of St. Leo.

BY SUSAN DeGUZMAN
CORRESPONDENT

WINSTON-SALEM —
More than 250 parishioners

gathered with nearly two
dozen religious to celebrate the

75th anniversary of Saint Leo
the Great Church Nov. 10, the

feast day of St. Leo.

Benedictine Abbot Placid

Solari of Belmont Abbey cel-

ebrated the Mass,
concelebrated by 17 priests in-

cluding former St. Leo the

Great pastors Msgr. Anthony
Kovacic, Msgr. Joseph
Showfety and Father James
Solari.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis was
unable to attend the celebra-

See ANNIVERSARY, page 6

Parish Profile:

St. Leo the

Great Church
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A HELPING HAND

Breaking

poverty's cycle

through CCHD
BY TERRl JARINA

Special to The Cithouc
NE/rs z^! Hehaed

CHARLOTTE — P.T.

Barnum said "money is a ter-

rible master but an excellent

servant."

Experts tell us the

economy is on the rebound, yet

unemployment figures and
our own observations present

a conflicting message. As we
approach the Thanksgiving
and Christmas seasons, we are

bombarded with marketing
that lures us witli false hopes

that we will find happiness hi

materialism and excessive con-

sumerism.

Throughout the year, our

Catholic faith challenges us to

be the master of our monev
when we respond to the needs

of others in our families, in our

communities, in our nation,

and in our world.

In his speech at the Bishop

Begley Conference on Appala-

chia in October, Re\'. Robert J.

VitUlo, executive director ofthe

Catholic Campaign for Hu-
man Development (CCHD),
stated the U.S. Census Bureau

had announced in September
that the number of people liv-

ing in poverty in our country

increased by 1.4 million over

the past year. Father Vitillo

also contrasted quotes on pov-

erty by Washington's political

"wonks" with a poignant state-

ment by Pope John Paul II.

According to the Wash-
ington sources, the Census Bu-
reau statistics were a "fairly

predictable product of the

slowing economy" and the "re-

sults of the surv eys have been

See POVERTY, page 12
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own bacl<yard

SIGNING FOR LIFE

CNS PHOTO BY Bob Roller

Members of Congress surround President Bush as he signs the Partial-Birth Abortion

Ban Act into law Nov. 5 at the Ronald Reagan Building in Washington. The bill

prohibits the partial delivery of a fetus "for the purpose of performing an overt act

that t he person knows will kill the partially delivered living fetus."

Signing of partial-birth

abortion ban cailed

'vitai step' for nation
WASHINGTON (CNS) — In

what a U.S. archbishop called "a vital

step in the right direction for our nation,"

President George W. Bush signed the

Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act into law

Nov. 5 at a Wasliington ceremony at-

tended by many Catholic leaders.

'The facts about partial-birth abor-

tion are troubling and tragic, and no

lawyer's brief can make them seem oth-

erwise," Bush said. "By acting to prevent

this practice, the elected branches of our

government have affirmed a basic stan-

dard of humanity, the duty of the strong

to protect the weak."

The president said a partial-birth

abortion "involves the partial delivery of

a live boy or girl, and a sudden, violent

end to that life. Our nation owes its

children a different and better welcome."

The partial-birth abortion proce-

dure, used only in the second half of

pregnancy, is defined in the law as the

partial delivery of a fetus from the

womb "for the purpose of performing

. an overt act that the person knows will

kill the partially delivered living fetus"

and then performing that act, killing

the partially delivered fetus instead of

delivering it alive.

"We commend the president for his

action, and we pledge our prayers and

support to see that this brutal procedure

remains prohibited by law and intoler-

able to the American people," the Arch-

bishop Charles J. Chaput of Denver,

chairman of the U.S. bishops' Committee

on Pro-Life Activities.

Pro-life members of Congress have

worked since 1993 to ban the procedure.

Bills barring partial-birth abortions

were twice vetoed by President Bill

Clinton on grounds that there was no

health exception in them. A health provi-

sion would have rendered the legislation

virtually meaningless because of the

broad definition of maternal health

given by the U.S. Supreme Court in

1973 in its decisions to legalize abortion.

"For years, a terrible form of vio-

lence has been directed against children

who are inches fi-om birth, while the law

looked the other way," Bush said. "To-

day, at last, the American people and our

government have confronted the vio-

lence and come to the defense of the

innocent child."

He also pledged to "vigorously de-

fend this law against any who would try

to overturn it in the courts."

Less than an hour after the presi-

dent signed the legislation, U.S. District

Judge Richard Kopf of Lincoln, Neb.,

issued an injunction against implemen-

tation of the law. The ruling applied only

to Dr. LeRoy Carhart of Bellevue, Neb.,

and three other abortion providers who
had filed suit against the law.

Nuncio says market economy helps

nations but can^t solve all problems
UNITED NATIONS (CNS) — government measures"UNITED NATIONS (CNS) — R^

lying on a market-based economy will

benefit developing countries, but "mar-

kets by themselves do not solve every

social problem," the Vatican nuncio to the

United Nations said in New York Nov. 5.

Archbishop Celestino Migliore said

that governments, while respecting the

principle of subsidiarity, may need to

play an important role in the economy to

deal with problems such as poverty and

unemployment.

"The relationship between govern-

ment and markets should be viewed as

complementary rather than competitive

or even antagonistic," he said.

Addressing a committee of the U.N.

General Assembly reviewing trade and

development issues, the nuncio said "re-

moval of artificial restraints" could pro-

duce economic growth, but might also

bring "social distortions."

Those distortions, particularly in

less developed countries, may "require

Diocesan.—^— planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE ^

ASHEVILLE — The Celebrant Sing-

ers and Orchestra will perform a commu-
nity-wide Christian concert Nov. 26 at 7

p.m. at St. Eugene Church, 72 Culvern

St. The Celebrant Singers are an interna-

tionally known Christian music ministry

performing concerts of praise and wor-

ship for more than 20 years. The concert

is free and open to the public. For details,

contact Nancy at (828) 254-5193.

HENDERSONVILLE — The St.

Francis of the Hills Fraternity of the Seailar

Franciscan Order meets the fourth Sunday

of each month 3-5 p.m. at Immaculate

Conception Church, 208 7th Ave. West.

Visitors and inquirers are welcome. For

more information, call Helen Gillogly,

SFO, at (828) 883-9645.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— St, Gabriel Catho-

lic School, 3028 Providence Rd., will

hold a Meet and Greet Coffee for Prospective

Parents at the school cafeteria Nov. 18 at

9:30 a.m. Current students, parents and

faculty will be available to share infor-

mation about the school and answer any

questions. If you have questions, please

call (704) 366-2409.

CHARLOTTE — Do you want to

tone down the commercialism of Christ-

mas? Are you wondering how to ap-

proach Christmas in a more prayerful

way? St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Provi-

dence Rd., will host an Advent Reflection

government measures" to alleviate the

suffering of the poor, and "international

trade rules should not hinder the ability

of governments to adopt such mea-
sures," he said.

Archbishop Migliore also spoke of

the "distorting" effects of agricultural

tariffs and export subsidies maintained

by rich countries, and the failure to get

these reduced at the September meeting

of the World Trade Organization in

Cancun, Mexico.

He expressed hope that "the tense

situation" at the Cancun meeting would

not "jeopardize the possibility of build-

ing ... a strong and more multilateral

system in the areas of trade and develop-

ment."

"What is needed is a greater degree

of international solidarity among all the

nations of the world and abandonment

of those group interests that can pro-

mote their own selfish objectives while

disregarding the common good," he said.

Nov. 17 at 7 p.m. in the Ministry Center.

Father David Valtierra of the Oratory will

present the reflection. For details, call the

church office at (704) 364-5431.

CHARLOTTE— A fFomens Talk will

be held Nov, 19 at 7 p.m. at St. Vincent

Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd, The speaker

will be Father Mark Lawlor, For more in-

formation, please call Peggy at (704) 588-

731 1,

CHARLOTTE — Holidays can create

feelings of dread and anxiety in those who
are bereaved. Creating new rituals and

new traditions that pay tribute to the

memory of the deceased is one way to sur-

vive and even embrace the holidays when a

loved one has died, Janice Olive of Hospice

of Charlotte will offer suggestions for deal-

ing with "Griefand Loss During the Holidays

"

on Nov, 1 9, 7-9 p,m, at St. Gabriel Ministry

Center, 3016 Providence Rd, If you have

questions, call BJ Dengler at (704) 364-

5431.

CHARLOTTE — C.A.F.E. (Catholic

Adult Faith Exploring), a web-based learn-

ing experience with a monthly roundtable

discussion of a current issue in the Catholic

Church, will meet Nov. 20 at 7:30 p,m. in

the St. Matthew New Life Center, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. Deacon Jeff

Evers will facilitate a discussion on "Ortho-

doxy in the Church." For more information

connect to http:/ /home.catholicweb.com/

stmatthewff/ and click on "Links," look for

CAFE and click on the web-based article to

read for this month's discussion.

CHARLOTTE — A Natural Family

Planning class will be taught Nov. 20, 7:30-9

p.m. in the Life Center, room 102, at St.

Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Com-
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope reiterates warning
against use of embryonic
stem cells

Vatican aims to create

'sacred vernacular

language,' official says. VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Stem-cell research opens new hope for

curing diseases, but such cells must
never come from human embryonic
tissue, Pope John Paul II told scien-

tists at the Vatican.

"Any treatment which claims to

save human lives, yet is based upon
the destruction of human life in its

embryonic state, is logically and mor-
ally contradictory, as is any produc-

tion of human embryos for the direct

or indirect purpose of experimenta-

tion or eventual destruction," the

pope said Nov. 10.

He made the remarks to members of

the Pontifical Academy of Sciences,

which was meeting to discuss "stem-cell

technology and other innovative thera-

mons Pkwy. The method being taught is

the Billings' Ovulation Method. For more
information, call Judy Townsend at (704)
846-6983. Please reserve a space before

Nov 18.

CHARLOTTE — New Creation Mon-
astery, 11517 Spreading Oaks Ln., invites

you to join in celebrating Christ the King
Nov. 23 as our patronal feast with festive

Mass at \O:30 a.m. Young professionals
and new friends are especially welcome.
The monastery will also offer sung vespers

and Benediction at ,5 p.m. For details, call

Father John Vianney Hoover at (704) '541-

5026.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — Dennis Teall-Fleming
will lead a video presentation on the move-
ment to close the military training School of
Americas and a discussion on how to get
involved in this movement. Many of the

school's graduates have returned to their

countries to take part in Latin America's
worst human rights atrocities. The event
will take place Nov. 18 at 7:30 p.m. at

Queen of the Apostles Church,
503 N. Main St. For details, e-mail
teallfleming@yahoo.com or call (704) 825-

9600, ext. 26.

GASTONIA — Educator Dr. Allen
Queen will present "Transitions of Children

and Youth" at 6:45 p.m. Nov. 19 in the Par-
ish Center of St. Michael Church, 708 St.

Michael's Ln. The presentation will follow

the Wednesday evening dinner that begins
at 6 p.m. Activities for children ages 4-12
will be provided in the Rose Room.
For details call the church office at (704)
867-6212

BELMONT — The Burke family in-

vites friend to attend a memorial Mass ior the

repose of the souls of Sister Mary Thomas
Burke and her brother, Msgr. Thomas P.

Burke, to be celebrated on the occasion of
the anniversary of their deaths Nov. 21 at 7

p.m. at the Sacred Heart Convent, 100
Mercy Dr.

GASTONIA — St Michael Church,
708 St. Michael's Ln., will host a free
Thanksgiving celebration Nov. 27, 12-3 p.m.
in the parish center. Family and friends are

all invited for food and fellowship. Trans-
portation is available for those needing
rides. Meal will be delivered to those who
cannot attend. Call the church office at

(704) 867-6212 for details.

pies." The pope pronounced a small part

of his text and let his aide say the rest.

The church's teaching that all hu-

man life — even embryonic — must be

respected and protected has placed it in

opposition to researchers who use stem

cells from human embryos, which are

then destroyed.

The pope acknowledged the poten-

tial of stem cells in the treatment and
possible cure of "ills affecting many
people." But he said it was clear that

"stem cells for purposes of experimenta-

tion or treatment cannot come from hu-

man embryo tissue."

He noted that instead he has encour-

aged stem-cell research on adult human
tissue or tissue superfluous to normal

fetal development.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GUILFORD COUNTY — The An-
cient Order ofHibernians Guilford County
Division, the oldest and largest order of

Irish Catholic men, is looking for more
Irish Catholic men to join them for meet-
ings, educational seminars and social

events. Contact Michael Slane at (336)
665-9264 for time and location.

HICKORY VICARIATE

NEWTON — The Little Flowers
Catholic Girls' Group is for all Catholic

girls ages five and up. The group meets
the fourth Monday of each month at St.

Joseph Church, 720 West 13th St., at 4
p.m. in the Holy Family Hall.

For more details, call Debbie Vickers at

(828) 495-2039.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

SALISBURY —Sacred Heart School,

is having its first reunion of alumni, fac-

ulty, parishioners and friends Nov. 29 at

the Salisbury Civic Center, 6-9 p.m. The
program for the evening will honor the

past; rejoice in the present and present

plans for our future. For details, call Sa-

cred Heart School at (704) 633-2841.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE .

WINSTON-SALEM — Rachels
Vineyard Retreat is a weekend of hope and
healing for anyone who has personally

experienced an abortion or anyone who
have been involved in the decision to

choose abortion: husband, boyfriend, sis-

ter, parent. The retreat will take place

Nov. 21-23. For details, call

Martha Shuping at (336) 659-1342 or
the diocesan Respect Life office at

(704) 370-3229.

CLEMMONS — The OLM Little

Rock Scripture Study for Women offers a

bible study Monday evenings 7:30-9 p.m.

in the library of Holy Family Church,
4820 Kinnamon Rd. Classes meet until

Nov. 24. For more information, call Anne
Gannon at (336) 727-4^91.

Please submit notices of parish

events for the Diocesan Planner

at least 15 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Vatican's new rules and structures for

translating the prayers and readings

used at Mass aim to create a "sacred

vernacular language" that is easy to

understand but more formal than ev-

eryday speech, a Vatican official said.

The Vatican "contests the

affirmations that do the rounds in cer-

tain circles to the effect that the lan-

guage of the liturgy should slavishly

reflect the development of local

speech," said Father Anthony Ward.
Father Ward, an official at the

Congregation for Divine Worship and
the Sacraments, wrote about Vatican

rules on liturgical translations in the

congregation's bulletin, Notitiae.

Father Ward's article looked spe-

cifically at the congregation's 2001 in-

struction "Liturgiam Authenticam"
("The Authentic Liturgy").

Some English-speakers saw the

document as a sharp criticism of the

approach their bishops had taken to-

ward translations, as an attempt by the

congregation to take control over litur-

gical translations from bishops' confer-

ences and as a move to impose a style of

English that does not reflect the way
most people speak the language.

However, Father VVard wrote,

"The document takes a fundamentally

positive tack, planning for the future

rather than expending any great en-

ergy on criticizing the past."

Father Ward also disputed the

charge that the congregation improp-
erly had taken upon itself the bishops'

authority to oversee translations.

The 2001 document, he said,

"aims at promoting a collaborative or

a collegial model," ensuring that

bishops, and not the translators they

hire, are directly responsible for the

translations.

When a translation is being pre-

pared for use by more than one bish-

ops' conference— as is common with

Spanish, English and German texts— it is "necessary that some guaran-
teeing authority enter the scene, and
the only candidate is the Holy See,"

he said.

The Vatican, Father Ward wrote,

is the proper authority for establishing

translation commissions such as the

International Commission on English
in the Liturgy and for approving the

commission statutes.

In addition, he said, the Vatican
must be involved in translations into

the world's major languages because

those translations are used by the

Vatican and its embassies around
the world.

To heal a flock

CNS PHOTO Bv Paul Haring

Bishop Wilton D. Gregory of Belleville, III., president of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops, addresses the nation's bishops at the opening session of their

general meeting in Washington Nov. 10. Bishops, including Bishop Peter 1. lugis of

Charlotte, were scheduled for three days of meetings to discuss such issues as

food, farmworkers and clergy sex abuse. Bishop Gregory urged healing and

reconciliation be part of efforts to address the clergy sex abuse crisis.
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FEEDING THE HUNGRY
November 14, 2003

Fighting hunger pains

PANTRY, from page 1

"Everybody thinks about giving

during the hohdays, but we need people

to continue donating food well into the

new year," said Becky DuBois, a social

worker for the Piedmont-Triad Office of

CSS. "Gi\ e now, but keep gi\'ing in Feb-

ruary and March."

The Food Pantry sen. es people who

are homeless, unemployed and the

working poor. Many of the working

poor must spend their meager earnings

on rent, utilities and medicine, leaving

little or no money for food. King said.

Many Food Pantry clients are not

eligible for food stamps or donations

from relief organizations such as Loaves

and Fishes. Also, the rations eligible cli-

ents do receive from these agencies may
not be enough to sustain their families

until they are next eligible to receive

food, according to King.

The requirements are less strenuous

for the Food Pantry than other organi-

zations. Howe\'er, clients are encouraged

to apply elsewhere before coming to the

CSS Food Pantry.

The Food Pantry receives its dona-

tions through a variety of sources, King

said. Several Charlotte churches regu-

larly collect food fi-om parishioners. The

CSS office also welcomes donations from

individuals.

St. Gabriel School sponsors an out-

reach ministry once a month and has

chosen the Food Pantry for November.

Each student and faculty member who
brings in a can of food is allowed to

"dress down" for the day. Sharon

Broxterman, principal, said she expects

all 530 students and 60 staffmembers to

participate. While many students bring

in one can, others wUl donate a whole

bag of food, she said.

"It's a non-exclusionary way for all

the children to minister to the poor,"

Broxterman said. "Everyone has one

item in their pantry they can donate."

King said the most- valued dona-

tions the pantry receives are cash and

store vouchers. The vouchers, which
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cannot be used to purchase alcohol or

tobacco products, allow clients to buy

perishable and specialty foods, and non-

food items, including medicine.

"We honor their dignity by letting

them buy their own food," she said.

According to Grisinger, a number of

their clients are seniors or have special

dietary needs due to high blood, diabetes

or other conditions. For this reason, cash

and voucher donation are also valued.

The work of the Food Pantry is a

way of living out the gospel message of

feeding the poor, said King. It also car-

ries out the mission of CSS, which reads,

"Catholic Social Services is a Christian

ministry of love, service and justice dedi-

cated to supporting and empowering in-

dividuals, families and faith communi-

ties as they meet the challenges of life

and address the conditions of society."

"In a ministry like this, you truly see

the hand of God," King said.

Contact Staff" Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

WANT TO HELP?

77?e CSS Food Pantry will gladly receive

donations at the following locations:

Charlotte Regional Office

1123S. Church St., Charlotte

9:30 a.m. -4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday

Piedmont-Triad Office

627 W. Second St., Winston-Salem

9 a.m. -5 p.m., except 1 2:30-1 :30 p.m. Monday

through Friday

Western North Carolina

Lilies of the Field Food Pantry

35 Orange St., Asheville

9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Friday

Designate for "Lilies of the Field"

The Food Pantries are in need of the

following items:

Cash donations

Vouchers from supermarkets and Target, Wal-Mart

and Kmart

Non-perishable foods, especially;

Rice

Canned vegetables

Canned fruit

Unsweetened fruit

Canned soup

Pasta and pasta sauce

Canned tomatoes

Canned tuna and tuna helper

Canned meat

Macaroni & cheese dinners

Dried beans

Oatmeal

Grits

Dry cereals

Pov((dered and canned milk

Boxed baking mixes that only need water

Ensure nutritional supplement

Household cleaning supplies

Toiletries

Baby care needs

Paper products— toilet paper, paper towels

Laundry detergent

Lilies of the Field will also accept:

Diabetic sweeteners (Splenda)

Meat

Pet Food

Medicines— vitamins and Tylenol

Experts at Vatican

conference split on

genetically modified foods
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Al-

though affirming principles such as

the goodness of creation, human re-

sponsibility and the need for solidar-

ity, two priests looking at the moral-

ity of using genetically modified foods

drew different conclusions.

U.S. Jesuit Father Roland
Lesseps, an agricultural scientist

working in Zambia for the past 15

years, and Legionaries of Christ Fa-

ther Gonzalo Miranda, dean of the

bioethics faculty at Rome's Regina

Apostolorum Athenaeum, spoke Nov.

1 1 at a Vatican conference.

Father Miranda said if, as most sci-

entists claim, the risks of genetically

modified foods for human health and the

environment are no greater than with

traditional foods, then it could be consid-

ered morally obligatory to promote their

use to feed the poor.

Father Lesseps said Catholic

moral teaching requires caution when
intervening in God's creation, leading

to a rejection of genetically modified

crops until their long-term impact on

human health, on the environment

and on the poor is evaluated.

Father Miranda was asked if he

came upon a starving person and the

only food he had might be poisonous

would he give it to the starving person.

"No," the priest answered. "But

we are not in that position. We know
that competent authorities have said

genetically modified foods are safe."

Father Lesseps objected to at-

tempts to focus on the morality of

genetically modified foods strictly

from the point of view of their poten-

tial for reducing world hunger.

"There are better ways to address

the problem of world hunger, and de-

bating genetically modified organ-

isms is distracting us from the real

C
C
G

Carolina
Funeral <&

Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matti)ew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

debate about poverty," he told report-

ers.

"It is clear that hunger is not pri-

marily a matter of scarce food re-

sources, but of the economic struc-

tures of distribution and accessibility

and the social structures of tradi-

tional practices and education," he

said.

"There are other and more suit-

able ways to feed a hungry world

than adopting genetic engineering of

crops," the priest said. They include

increasing general health and educa-

tion, improving food distribution and

battling trade barriers that keep

products from poor countries out of

the international marketplace.

Father Lesseps said his position

stresses "the respect due to all of

God's creation, a respect that recog-

nizes the sacredness and inherent

value of the cosmic order."

The need to exercise caution in

manipulating creation, he said, is es-

pecially important when dealing with

"something as basic to human life as

food."

Father Miranda said it is incor-

rect to present as a Catholic position

the idea that any action that alters

nature is ethically wrong.

He said human beings are jus

one part of creation, but "man wa;

created as a being superior to all

other visible creatures." |

Human beings were created "with

the ability to understand nature and

the laws of nature and to intervene to

modify living and nonliving beings in

order to defend themselves from dan-

ger or to gain a determined advan-

tage," he said.

Father Miranda agreed that hu

man beings do not have a right to

damage or destroy nature or to risk

human health.

But if genetic engineering does

not harm nature or human health,

then the use of the technology is an

opportunity for people "to cooperate,

using the power of their intelligence,

in the work of creation begun on the

first day of the world," the priest said
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Conference explores

enthusiasm, discipleship

'FIRE IN THE MOUNTAINS'

\i\ JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

LAKE JUNALUSKA — "Amen"
and "Flight on" rang out during Father

Francis Cancro's presentation on "Cre-

ating Enthusiasm for the Faith."

Father Cancro, pastor of St. Eugene
Church in AshevUle, was a speaker at

the 10th annual Fire in the Mountains
(FITM) Nov. 8. Some 300 people at-

tended the event, sponsored by the

AshevUle and Smoky Mountains vicari-

ates.

Father Cancro said enthusiasm for

the faith comes from such aspects as

belonging to a faith community, zeal for

the Eucharist, continuing education in-

cluding learning Catholic history, and
putting faith into practice in the world.

"We are called to share our faith," he
said. "Faith is not something we do
alone. In the Tridentine liturgy, you
could come to Mass with your missal

and your rosary and sort of be alone.

The revisions ofVatican IT changed that,

taking us back to the golden age (of

more communal celebration)."

"You're not doing this salvation

thing alone. You're connected through
those baptismal waters," Father Cancro
said. "We are in union with God and
with each other through Communion. It

isn't just about me and Jesus, it's about

all of us together."

Eucharist is the best expression of

Catholic community, he added; it's

"about people coming together with

unique roles, not for position, but to cel-

ebrate unity. The determining factor in

who receives Eucharist in a Catholic

church is not belief that it's the body and
blood of Christ. Eucharist is a sign of

denominational unity, as Catholic be-

lievers gathered around the table."

"Eucharist pervades everything we
do when we leave the table," said Father

Cancro. "The most important words of

the Mass are the last words, 'Go in

peace.' They allow us to be broken and
shared with one another."

Father Vincent Finnerty, pastor of

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in

Charlotte, spoke in Spanish about "Be-

ing a Disciple of Christ."

"Jesus spent a good amount of time

forming those 12 men," said Father
Finnerty. "That's the main thing that he

did in his life. We'll be looking at how
we're all called to be disciples."

"All the people were so excited, be-

cause we're learning how we can be dis-

ciples of Christ," said Jaime Sevilla, His-

panic ministry coordinator for the Boone
Vicariate. "We must minister according

to who we are," he added.

SevUla learned that one must be a
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Linda EIrod (at the piano) and other musicians from St. Joan of Arc Church in

Asheville and the Boone Vicariate lead the singing during the opening prayer service

at Fire in the Mountains Nov. 8.

listener (a disciple) and a doer (an

apostle).

'The people are now learning to be

disciples," he said. "After they learn, they

can be apostles. Many times, we are

apostles but not disciples. To be a dis-

ciple is to be with Jesus and to listen to

him, and then you can be an apostle.

Many people are good disciples, but that

is not enough."

Echoing what Father Finnerty said

in his presentation to the Hispanic at-

tendees. Father Cancro said, "The pri-

mary challenge for enthusiasm is to un-

derstand what it means to be a disciple

ofJesus. The first disciples were disciples

in their own context. We are called to

discipleship in the same way."

That means being able to "engage

the world to help it understand the Gos-
pel," he said, and using things like mod-
ern technology to help evangelize.

"Vatican I (1869-1870) saw the

church as a perfect reality in and of
itself," Father Cancro said. "That isn't

the reality of most of pur history. Our
Catholic worldview is that all is grace.

For us, everything in the world is grace

unfolding. A Catholic stance should not

make us run away from the world. We
are challenged to embrace the world and
use it for the Gospel. Our perspective

celebrates God's giftedness in all cre-

ation, even the most broken parts."

"How do you fit 'all is grace' into

situations like adultery and pedophilia.^"

an audience member asked.

"All is grace, but humans screw it

up," Father Cancro replied. "[SinJ
started with us. It's the choices we
make."

Dr. Cris Villapando, diocesan direc-

tor of faith formation, said the e\ ent's

turnout "shows how people here trea-

sure their faith."

"People come to this who are not just

catechists but who are interested in ex-

ploring their faith," he said. 'The reason

it's important to come to this event is

that our faith has always been given to

people. ... This doesn't preclude indi-

vidual conversion, but faith is commu-
nal, and for Fire in the Mountains people

gather from many communities."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or e-

mailjnell@dnet.net

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carohnas
for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!

HELP!
The Catholic News & Herald is cleaning
up the mailing list and we need your help!

If you are receiving more than one copy of this newspaper
each week, please help us reduce costs by letting us know.

Call (704) 370-3333 any time
— leave a message and please spell your name,
or email: catholicnews@charlottediocese.org

or write: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!

Bring friends and family and join us for

THANKSGIVIIVG DIIWER
12-3 pm

A FREE celebration on Thanksgiving Day

to share a meal and fellowship

For free transportation or information,

Call (704) 867.631S

St. Michael Church
708 St. Michael's Lane

Gastonia,NC
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Painting history

at St. Michael

Courtesy Bv Photo by Mike Ford

GASTONIA— St. Michael School students holding a painting ofSt.

Katharine Drexel stand with Olga and Ivan Horvat, refugeesfrom Croatia,

and Father Joseph Mulligan, pastor of St. Michael Church. Ivan made the

painting and donated it to the school during an all-student Mass Oct. 30.

"Its significance is St. Katharine Drexel helpedfund the beginning ofour

parish, primarily for African Americans to be included in worship and

education at that time," said PrincipalJoseph Puceta.

Ivan Horvat alsopainted a rendition of the Last Supper, which took him

over a year to complete, and donated it to the church.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships With Families

Wc know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'U interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
yQzj._549_4Q \ Q

\/Uitif(^ Angels.^^

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@VisitingAngels.com

75th anniversary

ANNIVERSARY, from page 1

tion due to the annual bishops' confer-

ence in Washington, but sent a video

greeting that was played during the din-

ner following the Mass. Bishop Jugis

spoke of his two assignments at St. Leo

the Great, and shared fond memories of

being warmly welcomed by both pas-

tors and parishioners.

"I'm thinking of you this evening

and remembering you in my prayers,"

said the bishop.

During the celebration. Father

Paul Gary, a former parochial vicar

at St. Leo the Great, told the history

of the church, for which Bishop Will-

iam Hafey of Raleigh placed the cor-

nerstone in January 1928. Many pa-

rishioners shared their memories of

the church during the dinner that fol-

lowed.

"I received all the sacraments but

Holy Orders here at St. Leo," said

Mary Lib Daye, one of the founding

parishioners who was baptized in the

original church structure, a small

frame church purchased in 1891, and

was 1 1 years old when the present

church was dedicated.

Barry Schline, a pai'ishioner for 22

years, served on the building and finance

committees during the construction of

the church's current activity center in

the 1980s.

'The major thing that I think this

parish center has helped to bring is a

wonderful sense of community to the

church," said Schline. "It offers a place for

parish-wide activities to be held such as

this event tonight."

The celebration also included the

unveiling of a special 75-year parish

booklet detailing significant milestones

of Saint Leo the Great Church and of

those who helped achieve them, includ-

ing clergy members and the Sisters of

Saint Joseph who were instrumental im

running the parish school founded in

1953.

St. Leo the Great School's 50th an-

niversary and the Sister's 60 years of

service in the area were recognized at the

celebration. Sister Dennis Eileen, eucha-

ristic minister at Baptist Hospital and

former teacher at Bishop McGuinness

High School; Sister Emma Yondura,

first-grade teacher at Saint Leo the

Great School; and Sister John Christo-

pher, a Bishop McGuinness teacher, at-

tended the event.

Two Sisters who once worked at St.

Leo the Great also returned for the cel-

ebration — Sister Jeanne Morgan,

former director of faith formation, and

Sister Joan Pearson, former director of

Hispanic ministry and St. Leo the Great

School teacher.

"I am literally a daughter of the

parish," said Sister Joan. "I went all

through grade school here. The
Knights of Columbus, the St.

Theresa's Guild and the Sisters all

prayed for me and got me ready for

the convent. The lifeblood of this par-

ish is in my veins."

A history committee, with more

than 20 people to archive the history

booklet, worked on the Nov. 10 anniver-

sary celebration and two other anniver-

sary events for over a year.

"This was a lot of hard work with

many hours, particularly in the forma-

tion of the booklet," said Joyce Anderson,

co-chair of the history committee. There
are so many people who contributed to

this and we couldn't have done it with-

out any one of them."

St. Leo School Librarian Christine

Hurley and the audio-visual club, com-

prised of eighth-graders, worked for six

months — including summer vacation

— to create a video archive for the cel-

ebration.

"I learned a lot about video editing

right along with the kids," said Hurley.

The students were so enthusiastic, and

they worked very hard."

Approximately 20 older parishio-

ners as well as Msgr. Showfety were

interviewed on camera and six hours of

tape was edited down into a 45-minute

video for the school.

"Having the opportunity to meet

some of the elderly parishioners meant a

lot to me," said Hurley. 'Many of them

are also those who have been so gener-

ous over the years." . ^
"All of us who are privileged to wor-

ship here should be appreciative of all

those who have supported the church all

these years," said Joseph Williams, a

longtime parishioner.

Father Thomas Kessler, pastor of St.

Leo the Great, was grateful to the pa-

rishioners and religious who helped cel-

ebrate the church's anniversary.

"We are certainly celebrating a cer-

tainly joyous occasion — the 75th anni-

versary of our beautiful monument to

God, the church we have here in Win-

ston-Salem," he said.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more on the history of St. Leo the

Great Church, see the Parish Profile

on page 16.

THDEOMTOFY
434 Charlotte Avenue, R O. Box 1 1 586

Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

(803) 327-2097

Iconography Retreat

7 pm Wednesday, Jan. 28

-

3 pm Sunday, Feb. 1

FATHER DAMIEN HIGGINS

Students will pray, study and be

instructed in the traditional method

of egg-tempra icon writing/painting.

Each student will take home a

completed icon.

Cost: $250 tuition—
,

$160 room and board 1
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'CIRCLES OF LOVE'

Many denominations

ceiebrate World

Community Day
Participants promise commitment

to humanity's future

BY ELLEN NEERINCX SIGMON
CORRESPONDENT

HICKORY — Representatives

from 20 Hickory-area churches
formed a circle around St. Aloysius

Church's sanctuary and prayed for

forgiveness for the times they had

excluded others from their own
circles with their words, deeds or

attitudes.

"Is not all that is unjust caused by

one person overlooking the needs of

another?" asked Rev. Christie Page,

associate pastor of St. Luke's United

Methodist Church in Hickory.

Rev. Page was the guest speaker

for the annual World Community
Day service at St. Aloysius Church
Nov. 7. The theme of this year's ser-

vice, "Circles of Love," came from the

writings and songs of Medical Mis-
sion Sister Miriam Therese Winter, a

professor, of liturgy, worship and
spirituality studies at Hartford Semi-

nary in Connecticut.

"We cannot love on our own. We
can only love through God," said Rev.

Page. "Giving up the rights to our-

selves is love. Love is praying that God
will bless the person who hurt you."

Holiday Celebrations—zvith—
The Pampered Chef'

The Kitchen Store

That Comes To Your Door'

Kitchen/Catalog Shoivs

Fund-raisers

Individual Orders

Book a holiday show or place an order

before Dec. 10 and receive a free gift.

Teresa R. Scott

Independent Kitchen Consultant

704-814-9101

Toce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

"Love is turning the other cheek

when someone strikes you, not drop-

ping a bomb on them so they won't

do it again," she said.

The first World Community
Day was celebrated at another time

of war 60 years ago during World
War II. The idea came from a meet-

ing of the United Council of Church
Women as a way of showing unity

across their various churches to

promote peace.

Women across the country were
asked to participate, and positive

responses came from 90,000 women
representing 46 states. The women
voted to encourage the United
States to join and take full responsi-

bility in a world organization, and
to affirm their willingness to con-
tinue wartime rationing so that the

needs of victims of the war overseas

could be met.

The women and men participat-

ing in this year's service in Hickory

promised their commitment to the fu-

ture of humanity by reading together

a pledge from a manifesto developed

by UNESCO (the United Nations

Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Moii-t'ri 9:30ani-5:30ptti

Sat. 9:30iun-3:00prti

Carolina
,

,

Catholic ^

Bookshoppe
t Special Cards

t Religious Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) 334-3313

4410-F Monroe Road, Charlotte, NC
www.caroiinacatholicbooks.com

We welcome mail ordeis attd special orders!

1401 Patton Ave. 72 l ong Shoal.s Road

Asheville, NC Arden, NC
(828) 252-3335 (828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

Photo by Ellen N. Sigmon

Women leading the World Community Day Service at St. Aloysius Nov. 7 demonstrate

the farther they move away from the center of the circle (representing God), the

more remote they become from one another.

Organization) in the year 2000. In it,

they promised to respect life, reject

violence, share their time and re-

sources, listen with open minds, pre-

serve natural resources and work for

solidarity.

Youth from the participating

churches made peace ribbons to deco-

rate St. Aloysius' pews. Dennis Jones

of Temple Beth Shalom sounded the

shofar, a ram's horn trumpet used by

the ancient Hebrews during high reli-

gious observances, at the beginning

and the end of the service. Members
of the St. Aloysius contemporary
choir provided the music.

"We pray today for the peace that

we all hope will come about," said

Father Ed Sheridan, pastor of St.

Aloysius Church. "May we respect

the lives of all people."

Scouting trek scholarships

CHARLOTTE — The Diocesan

Committee on Scouting is sponsoring

scholarships for up to two Scouts

from the Diocese of Charlotte to par-

ticipate in the St. George Trek at

Philmont Scout Reservation in New
Mexico July 4-19, 2004.

Applicants must be between the

ages of 15 and 17; active, registered

members of a Boy Scout troop of Ven-

ture crew; and active, registered

members of a Catholic church in the

Diocese of Charlotte.

Applications must be received

prior to Dec. 6, 2003. For more infor-

mation, contact George Waddell at

(828) 437-8049 or Joe Vari at (704)

846-5155.

Is Tkat Yoxrr Final Answer?

"when Im gone, who will

receive the gifts God gave me?"

A will is your final answer to the question. 60-70%

of Americans die witliout a valid will, if yoti die witliout

a will, tke laws of tke state you live in will deiemiine

liow your assets are diWded including assets to your family

Witliout a will or otlier cKaritaHe estate plan, cliaritaLle

desires you may liave for your parisk, Catkolic sckool,

agency, diocese or tke diocesan foundation will ke ignored.

Don't let your final answer he silence.

oftfae

Roman Catholic Diocese of Cbarloae

7o roceire a free hooUei "Better Bstate Planning" contact Gina RiioJus, Director of PlanneJ Giving,

704-370-3320, 1123 S. Church Street Charlott.', \'C 2S203, gmrhoJcsULjmrlottcJiocesc.org
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Christian initiation

of adults

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Catechists from the Diocese of Charlotte practice a method of "Echoing God's Word"

at an institute presented by the North American Forum on the Catechumenate Oct.

16-18. The three-day institute is designed to teach catechists how to use their

own encounters with God's word to enhance the spiritual lives of RCIA candidates

and catechumens.

Teaching catechists to echo God's word

BY KAREN A. EVANS
ST.\FF WRITER

BROWNS SUMMIT — Eighty

catechist.s from the eastern United

States gathered at the Episcopal Sum-

mit Conference Center Oct. 16-18 to

experience "Echoing God's Word," an

institute sponsored by The North

American Forum on the

Catechumenate (Forum).

"Echoing God's Word" is one of the

Forum's Initiating Community Insti-

tutes, which trains catechists to learn

and rehearse a method and the related

skills to prepare for the Liturgy of the

Word, and to prepare catechists and

homilists to help people move beyond a

fijndamentalist and privatized approach

to both Scripture and Catholic teaching.

'This weekend is to help catechists,

especially during the catechetical pro-

cess, to learn to attend to the word," said

Sister of Charity Donna Steffen, one of

the institute's presenters and a member
of the Forum.

According to Sister Donna, the

method primarily consists of listening to

the word and reflecting on 'what struck

me?' about the passage.

Unlike many institutes that focus on

the practical applications of the Rite of

Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) for

catechumens and candidates, "Echoing

God's Word" concentrates on teaching

catechists how to better reflect on the

Gospel, thereby passing their enhanced

understanding on to the catechumens

and candidates of their parish.

"The purpose of the workshop is to

reinforce our encounters with God's

word," said Father Tim Fitzgerald, di-

rector of adult faith formation and lay

ministry for the Diocese of Des
Moines, Iowa and institute presenter.

"(These encounters) are a cornerstone

of God's church and the initiation of

adults into God's faith."

"The value of the institute is two-

fold: it helps ministers of the Diocese of

Charlotte to understand how to ap-

proach Scripture in preparation of a

catechetical session and it helps us

implement that knowledge in our own
lives," said Linda Licata, chair of the

Diocesan RCIA Commission and Fo-

rum team member.

"God's word has the power to

change us," Licata said.. "Reliable re-

sources help us to be changed and

formed by God's word."

The method helps adult believers to

realize they can read Scripture from the

perspective of their own lives, Father

Fitzgerald said. The liturgical life of a

parish is the foundation of the parish, he

said.

'The models presented in the insti-

tute help catechists implement the ideas

in their parishes," said Pat Millar, mem-
ber Diocesan RCIA Commission. "We
are able to walk the faith journey with

the inquirers and show them what this

journey is all about — and that it is

based on Scripture and liturgy."

According to its Web site, the Fo-

rum is an international network of

people dedicated to the full implementa-

tion in parishes of the RCIA and its

implications for reconciliation. Mem-
bers of Forum share ideas and offer

support for initiation and reconciliation

as well as collaborate with other minis-

tries and organizations whose mission

includes elements of the initiation pro-

cess such as evangelization, conversion

and discipleship.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kaevans@cIiarlottediocese.org.

College mourns death of

former president

Father John Bradle'^ remembered jor wisdom, faith

BELMONT — The namesake of

Belmont Abbey College's Bradley Insti-

tute for the Study of Christian Culture,

Father John Paul Bradley, died peace-

fully Nov. 8.

The Mass of Christian burial was

celebrated Nov. 13 by Benedictine Ab-

bot Placid Solari of Belmont Abbey,

monks of Belmont Abbey, priests of the

Diocese of Charlotte and Father

Bradley's friends. Father Bradley was

buried in the Abbey Cemetery following

the service.

Born in Glasgow, Scotland on June

18, 1919, Father Bradley entered the

Roman Catholic priesthood at age 25.

After serving as a parish priest. Father

Bradley was awarded a scholarship to

Oxford University, where he completed

one of the university's most prestigious

degrees, Literae Humaniores.

He also pursued a position on the

university's soccer team, which would

eventually turn into a lifelong love of the

sport. After extensive studies in litera-

ture, philosophy, education and the clas-

sics in his native Scotland and at Oxford,

Father Bradley came to the United

States to work as an assistant to Arch-

bishop Fulton Sheen in New York City.

In 1952, Father Bradley came to

Belmont Abbey College, where he served

in a variety of roles from moderator of

athletics to head of the department of

philosophy. This assignment helped

forge a relationship with Belmont Abbey

that would continue the rest of his life.

During this time he also became editor-

in-chief of Good Will Publishers, Inc.

Father Bradley had also served as a

senior editor at J.G. Ferguson Publish-

ing Company, a subsidiary of

Doubleday.

In 1970, Father Bradley accepted

the position of president of the college, a

position he held for eight years. After

retiring as president, he served as pro-

vost of the college fi-om 1978 until 1981,

and thereafter sen ed as a member of the

board of trustees of the college. At the

time of his death. Father Bradley was

the chairman emeritus of the board of

directors of Good Will Publishers and a

retired priest of the Diocese of Charlotte.

A longtime resident of Charlotte,

Father Bradley was known to his many
friends and associates as a uniquely

warm and engaging man of letters

Father John Paul Bradley

whose wisdom, wit and great faith were

at all times put to use in the service of

others. Friends say his Scottish charm

was exceeded only by his love for truth,

his faith and the virtuous life.

Father Bradley's work and great

deeds have had a lasting impact on the

many friends who had become family to

him; converts to the Catholic faith; a host

of former students; the many business

and professional leaders who were

drawn to him and Belmont Abbey; a

community of scholars who respected

his passionate commitment to truth and

fellow clergy.

He is survived by his devoted sister.

Rose Bogan; by her daughter and son-

in-law, Ann Michelle and John Monaco;

and their children, Joseph, Rosemary,

Catherine, and Gregory.

TAKE YOUR EVENT
somewl^ere umsmL.

1 551 Trinity Lane, Hickory. NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

The Catholic Conference Center offers the

exuberance of nature in a celestial environment

uniike any yoo've ever been to before. Eight

meeting rooms. Fifty hotel-styte kxfging rooms.

Bountiful dining and a staff ready to serve you

in styie! All this and more on 1 72 beautifully

landscaped acres offering that special "retreat"

environment in a modern conference settmg.

^[^The Catholic

NJI Center

Ctwck out our website

www,Mtho}iccorif«f8nc«.org

info@cathoJiccbnference.org



NCBCC
North Carolina Black Catholic Conference

June 25-27, 2004

Sponsored by the

Office of African Ancestry Ministry & Evangelization, Diocese of Raleigh

and African American Affairs Ministry, Diocese of Charlotte

ootea i' -^aith

ransf'Rooted in Fitfr^ Spint
gjjlransformecf by the Sprit

gff

y

Empowered for Ministry

Opening Keynote Speaker

Monsignor Raymond East

Archdiocese of Washington, D.C.

Sheraton Hotel Four Seasons

Joseph S Koury Convention Center

Greensboro, NC

Closing Liturgy v^ith

Bishop Joseph F. Gossman - Diocese of Raleigh

Bishop Peter J. Jugis - Diocese of Charlotte

For more information, please contact: Deacon Curtiss Todd at cptodd@charlottediocese.org

Martha Carter-Bailey at Martha.bailey@raldioc.org

or call 919-821-9762
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Book looks at church

authority sources
REVIEW ED BY

BROTHER JEFFREY GROS, FSC
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

School boards and parish councils,

bishops' conferences and synods,

priests' councils, diocesan assemblies

and many new ecclesial lay ministries:

All were created as part of the renewal

of the Catholic Church after the Sec-

ond Vatican Council. They were new
structures for managing authority in

the church.

Now the sexual abuse crisis, Pope

John Paul II's offer to discuss the pa-

pacy with other Christians, and new
scientific advances in areas from sexu-

ality to genetic engineering have

sparked new discussions about the

"By WhatAuthority?APiimeron Scrip-

ture, the Magisterium and the Sense

of the Faithful," by Richard Gaillardetz.

Liturgical Press (Collegeville, Minn.,

2003). 155 pp., $14.95.

source of church authority. There is a

pressing need for widespread ground-

ing in Catholic sources of authority.

"By What Authority? A Primer on

Scripture, the Magisterium, and the

Sense of the Faithful" by Richard

Gaillardetz answers this need. It is a

brief and readable contribution to the

educational challenge of this revolu-

tion in leadership.

The Second Vatican Council

teaches that there is one source of di-

vine revelation: God's self-disclosure

in Jesus Christ, kept alive in the

church by the power of the Holy Spirit.

This revelation is mediated to us in the

church by the tradition embodied in

the Scripture and in the ongoing life of

the community. The fidelity to this

revelation is served by the authority of

the magisterium.

Gaillardetz begins with what the

Catholic Church believes about Scrip-

ture, its inspiration, canon and rela-

tionship to tradition. He carefully re-

counts the history, controversies and

the teaching of Vatican II. The second

part of the book outlines the nature

and purpose of the church's teaching

office — the magisterium — and how"

it is understood today. In a simple but

clear fashion the author explains the

roles of bishops, the papacy, councils,

synods and bishops' conferences, and

the difference between dogma and doc-

trine.

The third section covers the au-

thority of the believing community.

The Second Vatican Council, under-

standing church as a communion, re-

newed focus on the Holy Spirit's action

in all baptized believers. Here
Gaillardetz discusses the sense of the

faithful and its relationship to the

other elements of Christ's authority in

the church. He includes a timely chap-

ter on disagreement in the church and

the appropriate role of authorities in

dealing with them.

The book is designed to be reader-

friendly for the informed-but-not-spe-

cialized Catholic. It is not overly tech-

nical, but provides a useful bibliogra-

phy at the end of each chapter. Charts

and analogies make for both readabil-

ity and clarity. Each chapter not only

presents the official positions but also

closes with a list of disputed questions.

These resources enrich the usefulness

of the volume for the teacher and those

in ministry formation processes.

This will be an important volume

for teachers, preachers, ecclesial lay

ministers — anyone exercising leader-

ship in the Catholic community.

BrotJier Gros is associate director in the

U.S. bishops' Secretariatfor Ecumeiiical and

Interreligious Affairs in Washington.

MOVING?
Take us with you!

Please help us reduce postal fees and

give us your NEW address (or cancella-

tion notice) BEFORE you move.

Ifyou have your address label,

include that, too.

Name

Old address

Old city zip

NEW address

NEW city/state zip

Date of move/cancelladon:..

Mail changes to:

The Catholic News & Herald

Address Changes

1123S. Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Or e-mail this info to:

catholicnews@ charlottediocese.org

Thank you.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: NOV. 16, 2003

Nov. 16, Thirty-third

Sunday in Ordinary

Time

CycleB Readings:

1) Daniel 12:1-3

Psalm 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11

2) Hebrews 10:11-14, 18

3) Gospel: Mark 13:24-32

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

My paternal grandmother has been

dead for several years, but I remember

in my childhood spending hot summer
days at her house, frequently visiting the

fig tree by the garage, waiting for the

figs to become ripe so I could gather and

eat them. Later, as a teenager, I found a

recipe for fig jam and put up several jars

to enjoy and to give away to friends.

Despite the risk of seeds clinging to front

teeth, the recipients seemed to love the

treat that could not easily be found on

store shelves.

The Gospel of Mark uses the ma-
turing fig tree as a njetaphor for the

watchfulness that is characteristic of a

follower of Jesus. At the time of the

Gospel's writing, Mark's faith commu-
nity was dealing with the political and

social upheaval of Roman occupation in

Palestine, which resulted eventually in

the destruction of Jerusalem and the

Temple, their center of worship and

ancient site of God's visitation. What
had been their supreme symbol of reli-

gious stability now was reduced to

rubble. Jesus is assuring his followers

that these events, catastrophic though

they would be, would serve as a re-

minder that God's visitation is nearen

to them than ever.

I find myself thinking of the unfold-^

ing events of history — both in my
personal life and in the world around me
— and the gradual change and even'

deterioration of the structures in my life

that had seemed so stable. The perfect

vision that I once took for granted must

now be aided with reading glasses; my
grandmother's house with the fig tree

has long been occupied by strangers; my
neighborhood parish has experienced

three pastors and two buUding projects

since we came here; my eldest daughter's

room is empty after her departure for

college. These are but a microcosm ofthe

more global political, social, cultural and

economic changes reflected in the news

each day.

Jesus calls us to watchfulness of the

signs around us, but not to the point ol

panic and despair. Distress is unavoid-

able in times of uncertainty, but rather

than succumb to the distraction and

drama of events beyond our control, we

must remain fixed on the assurance that

"he is near, at the gates." He has "made

my destiny secure," and, unlike prop-

erty, health, fmances or even political

and religious structures, his "words will

not pass away."

ij

Questions:

What signs of upheaval or instabil-

ity in your personal life or in the world

around you cause you the most distress?

What words of today's Scriptures give

you the most hope and assurance?

Scripture to Illustrate:

"I keep the Lord always before me
with the Lord at my right, I shall nevei

be shaken" (Psalm 16:8).

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 1 6 - NOVEMBER 22

Sunday (Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time), Daniel 12:1-3, Hebrews 10:11-14, 18, Marl

13:24-32; IVIonday (Elizabeth of Hungary), 1 Maccabees 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63, Luke 18:35

43; Tuesday (St. Rose Philippine Duchesne), 2 Maccabees 6:18-31, Luke 19:1-10; Wednesday

2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31, Luke 19:11-28; Thursday, 1 Maccabees 2:15-29, Luke 19:41-44; Frida)

(Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary), 1 Maccabees 4:36-37, 52-59, Luke 19:45-48; SatuHj

day (St. Cecelia), 1 Maccabees 6:1-13, Luke 20:27-40

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 23 - NOVEMBER 29

Sunday (Christ the King), Daniel 7:13-14, 5 Revelation 1:5-8, John 18:33-37; Monday (Andrev

Dung-Lac, Priest, Martyr and His Companions, Martyrs), Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20, Luke 21:1-4; Tues

day, Daniel 2:31-45, Daniel 3:57-61, Luke 21:5-11; Wednesday, Daniel 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23

28,Luke 21:12-19; Thursday, (Thanltsgiving Day), Sirach 50:22-24, 1 Corintliians 1 :3-9, Luke 17:11

19; Friday, Daniel 7:2-14, Luke 21:29-33; Saturday, Sirach 44:1, 10-15, Mark 10:17-21

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We have been very pleased with the readers' response to our ad in

The Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number

ofpublications and none has produced the interest and response we've received

from The Catholic News.
"

— Jill B. Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angels

Catholic
NEW^^J^RALD

CALL TODAY for low rates to tell over 125, 000 readers

every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332
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'Bf is bigat heart

CNS PHOTO FROM New Line Productions

Will Ferrell stars in "Elf," a warmhearted yuletide comedy about a foundling

(Ferrell) raised by elves in Santa's workshop who travels from the North Pole

to New York City in order to reconnect with his long-lost father (James Caan), a

workaholic scrooge bereft of Christmas cheer. Full of goofy candy-cane humor,

the holiday film imparts a strong family-friendly message, but uses a secular

sieve to filter out any religious references about the true meaning of Christmas.

Minimal mildly crude language and humor. The USCCB Office for Film &

Broadcasting classification is A-ll — adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture

Association of America rating is PG — parental guidance suggested.

Tar Side' a masterful,

commanding film

BY DAVID DiCERTO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS)— An intrepid

British navy captain must seek and de-

stroy a Napoleonic frigate menacing the

waterways of the early 19th century in

the lavish historical high-seas adventure

"Master and Commander: The Far Side

of the World" (^Oth Century Fox).

Director Peter Weir is at the helm of

a $135 million budget, in order to bring

the movie, based on Patrick O'Brian's

highly popular maritime novels, to the

big screen.

Russell Crowe plays "Lucky" Jack

Aubrey, the stalwart but affable captain of

the HMS Surprise, whose seafaring ex-

ploits fill the pages of O'Brian's swash-

buckling series— 20 in all (the film com-

bines elements of the first and 10th books).

Set seven years earlier than the 10th

novel — in 1805 rather than 1812 —
during the Napoleonic wars, the film

opens with an overlay of text explaining,

with military economy, the mission fac-

ing Aubrey and his crew — hunt down
and seize the Archeron, a French man-
of-war which represents the evolution-

ary next step in naval warfare.

Tracking his prey with Ahab-like

tenacity, Aubrey must weather titanic

squalls, near mutinies and omen-tainted

dead calms. Yet, in true heroic fashion, it

is the inner storms— the tidal waves of

pride, which dwarf the outer swells —
that Aubrey must master and command
if he is to win the day.

Firing a shot at the bow of would-be

Oscar contenders, Weir has achieved a

stunning victory on both a large and

intimate scale. The film contains the

grand spectacle of the original source ma-

terial, as well as its painstaking attention

to detail, j^roving effective as both a work
of historical realism and escapist fare. And
while the movie echoes the thrills of such

past classics as "Captain Blood" (1935),

Aubrey and his mates are endowed with

complicated inner lives absent from their

silver-screen antecedents.

Following in the swashbuckling

footsteps of fellow Aussie Errol Flynn,

Crowe is well-cast, exuding a sense of

steely determination tempered by blithe

humor and genuine affection for his men.

Beneath its epic rigging, "Master

and Commander" explores deeper the-

matic waters, including friendship ver-

sus duty and the role of hierarchy in

staving off anarchy. While containing

several graphic naval battle scenes, the

film shows their consequential toll ex-

acted in human life, with Weir's hand

maintaining a strong hold on the wheel,

steering the narrative ship clear of the

morally treacherous reefs of gratuitous

violence. On a pleasantly surprising

note, rather than sailing around the topic

of religion — or tossing it overboard

completely— the film contains a touch-

ing moment of Aubrey leading his crew

in reciting the Lord's Prayer at a funeral

service for their fallen comrades.

Due to naval battle violence with

related gory images, a suicide, and mini-

mum mildly crude language, the

USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting

classification is A-III— adults. The Mo-
tion Picture Association of America rat-

ing is PG-13 — parents are strongly

cautioned. Some material may be inap-

propriate for children under 13.

FOR ALL THE SAINTS
ACROSS
I Buenos

_

6 Eagle's nest

II Citrus soda

13 Holiday beverage

14 ISP

15 Chemical compond containing hydroxyl

16 Ford model

17 FAA relative

18 Hospital emp.

19 Vatican basilica .

22 Time suffix

23 Little Flovi/er

25 Cut

27 Alias

28 "You're the _"

31 Lamprey

32 Ancient Roman spirit

33 Asian cuisine

35 Dull finish

38 "White Flag" singer

39 OP Founder

42 Backstreet boy

44 Infirmary of song

45 College degree

47 Stern opposite

49 Object orientation

50 Dorothy's aunt

51 Admirer

52 Refrain

54 " the Clowns"

56 Grimace

57 Carotid's relative

DOWN
1 From a distance

2 Golf club

3 Catholic school subj.

4 Is in Spain

5 Great !

6 Concur

7 For example

8 Genetic material

9 Miniscule amount

10 Mild oath

12 "lam the and the Omega"

13 Sugarless gum
19 Motor oil or rock band

20 "A mouse!" preceder

21 Q-U connector

23 Paul's companion

24 Borne by the wind

25 Gel

26 Ezr. biblical follower

29 Home (slang)

30 Sellout

34 Possessive pronoun

35 Magic charms

36 Medical grp.

37 Letter X

38 Insult a homie

40 Delirious' live album

41 Ancient Greek valley

42 Alphabet

43 Apostle

45 Lure

46 "_ and the King of Slam"

48 Misery

51 HST predecessor

53 Musical syllable

55 "_ way!"
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Breaking poverty's cycle

throughCCHD
POVERTY, from page 1

consistent with what one would expect

during a down economic period." On the

other hand. Pope John Paul II said, "Pre-

cisely because people have been en-

dowed by ... extraordinary piuman]
dignity, they should not be reduced to

lixing in sub-human social, economic,

cultural or political conditions."

Since 1970, CCHD has addressed

the root causes of po\'erty and funded

groups working to break the cycle of

po\erty. CCHD has made more than

6,000 grants to self-help projects within

the United States, Puerto Rico and the

Virgin Islands that are created and

managed by low-income people.

CCHD's primary source of funding

is the annual parish collection. Among
the organizations in the Diocese ofChar-

lotte receiving national CCHD flmding

is the Center for Participatory Change
(CPC), based in Asheville. CPC works

with approximately 30 grassroots part-

/

Courtesy Photo

Joyce Watts helps Kelsie Surrett sew

Boo-boo Bunnies for a service project

during the All Stars Language Summer
Institute in Burnsville.

Classifieds

FOR SALE

INSUrt^NCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (701)8 1.5-1416.

ner organizations in western North
Carolina prov iding technical support for

collective entrepreneurship, communi-
ties of color organizing, community sup-

port and participatory development.

The far western counties of North Caro-

lina are home to many of the poorest

citizens in our state.

A collaborative effort between the

Yancey County School System, the

Yancey County 4-H Program and Mars
Hill College provided an innovative bi-

lingual camp for more than 100 kinder-

garten-through-eighth-grade children

last summer in Burnsville.

County Extension Director Joyce

Watts said, "This project provided His-

panic and non-Hispanic youth [^with^

the opportunity to interact with each

other in a week-long day camp setting."

In this program, the youth learned

more about themselves and their own
culture and environment as well as

developing an appreciation of other

cultures.

By supporting the grassroots ef-

forts of community groups, CCHD
brings hope, fosters self-sufficiency

and provides the tools for permanent
improvement Help continue these ef-

forts with a generous donation during

the annual CCHD collection in your

parishes Nov 22-23.

Contact Terri Jarina, program director

for parish social ministry in the Office of
Justice and Peace, by calling (704) 370-3234

or e-mail thjarina@charlottediocese.org.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information on the Catho-

lic Campaign for Human Develop-

ment, visit www.usccb.org/cchd and

www.povertyusa.org.

To read the complete text of Rev.

Robert J. Vitillo's speech, visit http://

www.cssnc.org/uploads/
BBCAVitilloAddress.pdf.

For a complete list of the nationally-

and locally-funded CCHD projects in

the Diocese of Charlotte, visit

www.cssnc.org/uploads/
CCHDLocalGrants2003.htm.

EMPLOYMENT

PART-TIME RN: Visiting Angels of South
Charlotte seeks RN to supep.'ise field staff pro-

viding home-based custodial care. Flexible

hour.s. Flea.se call

704-51' 1-9006.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Painting a wami welcome

Courtesy Photo

St. Gabriel School third-grader Ashton Kloikerpaints her "spot" on apottery

platter, to be presented as a gift to Bishop Peter J. Jugis. The school'sfaith

advisory committee sponsored thepainting of theplatter, and studentspainted

little black and white sheep on theplatter that contains the inscription, "Jesus

said to him. Tend my sheep. (John 21:16) From yourflock at St. Gabriel

Catholic School.

"

Supplemental Health Care
STAFFING SPECIALISTS

Is proud to announce the opening of o

new allied health division in North Carolina!

PTs and OTs up to $36/hr
PTAs and COTAs up to $30/hr

Speech Therapists up to $40/hr

Per diem and contracts available

Contact me today to find out what
Supplemental Health Ca.re has to offer you!

Deena Taylor

Toll free (877) 781-9565

Fax (919) 781-9564

Dtaylor@supplementalhealth.com

Visit our website: www.ncalliedstaffing.com
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Charlotte Merchandise Mart

Windows o/ C}\r\%{mas. New this year, each

morning a Chrisimas Window will open

with momenlous and festive fanfare revealing

a special celebrity ready to welcome guests

to the show.

Yia\)^xnt%% is a Seat with Santa. And Santa

is here, ready for photographs, secret wishes

and treats for girls and boys of ail ages.

All t\\t Tnmming%. Christmas trees,

doors, and mantels adorned with skill and

imagination compete for ''best of show"

attention. There's inspiradon to share, so

bring your camera.

Sing Your Favorite Carol along with choirs

from local schools and churches. Or, enjoy

puppeLs, magic, dancers and musicians.

Visions of Sugar Plums as well as gingerbread

cookies, strudel, special coffees, marvelous

breads, jams and jellies bring smiles to laces

young and old.

Hear that Whistle Blowing and watch those

model trains whizzing through tunnels, around

mountains and through little villages. And,

there are special steps so small people can see.

Decorations & Gifts Galore. Hundreds of

colorful boutiques fill three adjoining halls

packed with favorite decorations, ornaments

and fabulous gifts.

Olde Towne's Sparkling Shops festooned with

garlands, tempt you inside with ornaments,

gills, books, gourmet treats and friendly

shopkeepers.

Magical Miniature Houses and scenes in

their own Village and dressed in their holiday

finery are a feast for the eyes.

Craft Tents by the Score offer pottery,

hand-made Santas, jewelry, exquisite blown

glass and one of a kind gifts for teachers,

neighbors and discriminating friends.

Weekdays and Saturdays

10 am to 9:30 pm
Sundays

10 am to 6 pm
Adults: S8.00 door/$7.00 advance

Discount Tickets Available at Harris Teeter

Youth 6-12: $.3.00 • Under 6 free with paying adult

Group rales available

For More Information

please call (704) 376-6594

A Southern .Shdvvs. Inc. Production

www.SouthernChrlstmasSliow.coni

]2i)KisaFaiiiBiims

V

Southern
Christmas

SH^e Charlotte ©bsertxr
CONNECTtNC

St. James parishioners

celebrate ancestry, good food
HAMLET — St. James Church

held its annual fall education
fundraiser on the feast of All Soul's

Day, Nov. 2.

Over 180 people attended the

fundraiser, this year titled ''Ancestral

Festival," which was designed to

bring together all of the parish's na-

tionalities.

Festivities included a "human ro-

sary" for the eternal life of deceased

loved ones, a bilingual children's lit-

urgy; a cook-off contest, silent auction

and a raffle.

Cook-off contest winners were
Jerry Lindstrand for his homemade
salsa, Ursula Wallace for her German
potato salad and John Jackson for his

gourmet grilled salmon.

CouRiEs/ Photo

lerry Lindstrand, Ursula Wallace and

lohn Jackson were the cook-off contest

winners at the St. James Ancestral

Festival Nov. 2.

'Safari' wrangles

in school funds

Courtesy Photo

Dot Herron, Beth DePopas and Bridget Delaney planned and organized Bishop

McGuinness High School's annual fundraiser and auction, "Sunset Safari," which

exceeded its goal by raising $75,000. The money will be used to provide items

from teacher wish lists, teacher enhancements, a Triad Area Catholic Schools

donation, technology updates and other items.

DON'T PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!

!

125,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad T3ites - easyfor small businesses and

indiinduals, too! /^tkc ,1 i •

(jtatholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now! MmwiBMlMWBU
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Perspectives A collection of columns,

editorials and viewpoints

The what and the

who ofThanl<sgiving
Here comes another Thanksgiving,

when the Christmas shopping begins

and the turkeys run for their lives. We
all rejoice in celebrating Thanksgiving,

except the turkeys!

I like this holiday, so distinctively

American and so s^anbolic with positive

and spiritual attitude toward God.

Gratitude, after all, depends not upon

physical or material well being, but on

"something bigger and deeper."

If Thanksgiving were simply good

food and good cheers, then our first

Thanksgi\'ing Day should have its ori-

gin in the Jamestown Colony of Virginia,

which enjoyed marked comfort and

prosperity, rather than in Plymouth

Colony in New England, where hard-

ships, misery and destitution were the

living conditions.

When our Pilgrim Fathers insti-

tuted this anniversary, it was for them

no holiday. They were separated by the

breadth of the ocean from home and

family and friends. Neither were there

abundant har\'ests nor peace, prosperity

and wealth for which to give thanks. A
bleak prospect confronted them and foes

surrounded them.

For what and whom then did they

give thanks? They thanked God for

God, not for "things." They were thank-

fijl not for the misery and starvation, but

for the hope that wealth and food would

come, as it did.

I understand that for some, Thanks-

gi\'ing is not a holiday, but a hollow-

day. Our faith, however, teaches us that

light always follows the darkness and

the tunnel will eventually end ... so we
are thankful for what's coming.

There is a huge difference be-

tween superficial Thanksgiving and

sacrificial Thanksgiving. It is easy to

hold a Thanksgiving service. It is

much more difficult to translate

thanksgiving into life.

A little schoolboy living in the most

poverty-stricken part of a great city

found his way into a Mission Sunday

School and became a good Christian.

Not long after, someone tried to shake

his faith by asking him some puzzling

questions: "If God really loves you, why
doesn't He take better care of you? Why
doesn't He tell someone to give you a

pair of shoes?"

Thinking a moment, with tears

rushing suddenly to his eyes, the boy

replied: "I think He does tell somebody,

but they are not listening."

The Holy Bible gives us three levels

of Thanksgiving. The first level is found

in Luke 18:11: "I give thanks, o God,

that I am not like the other men." You
remember who said that: the Pharisee.

Sometime in our lives we may have been

Guest

Column

FATHER JOHN
AURILIA,
OEM Cap

just like him or we may have met some-

body just like him. He is the self-made

man who is so very grateftil for himself,

his fame, his country. He uses God to

congratulate and applaud his accom-

plishments. He is not like the other men;

he is better and better off. There is a

definite line between gratitude and self-

glorification.

The second level is outlined in

PhUippians 1:3: "I thank my God every

time I remember you." That's much bet-

ter. St. Paul had the humility to ac-

knowledge the power of God in his

friends living in Philippi. Remembrance

is an important element of our thanks-

giving. We need to remember what the

Pharisee forgot: most of the good things

are not necessarily fruit of our skills and

talents, but gifts ofthe infinite generosity

ofGod as well as the skills and talents of

other people.

Retrace your steps of this day: You
were awakened this morning by an

alarm clock invented by a Swiss me-

chanic. You crawled out from between

sheets made ofcotton grown by a South-

ern farmer. You stood in the bathroom

on a tUe floor processed by the Romans.

You washed your face in a porcelain

bowl developed first in China. You dried

yourself with a Turkish towel. You put

on a suit made by a Jewish craftsman in

New York and a pair of shoes taken

from the hide of a Texas steer. You ate

breakfast out of dishes that originated in

England. Your cereal came from a Kan-

sas wheat field and your coffee from a

Brazilian plantation. You went to work

driving a car manufactured in Detroit or

Singapore. You walked into the office,

built by hands you never saw.

Yes, indeed, I thank God every time

I do something and many people have

prepared the path for me.

The third level and the highest

level is Jesus himself when He said: "I

thank you. Father." (John 11:41).

Someone said that the worst moment
for an atheist comes when he wants to

say "thank you" and has no one to say

it to. Jesus knew to whom to say it.

We sometimes forget or take for

granted what is given to us every

day. You never miss the water until

the well is dry.

Pope says prayershould lead

tosharingof others' joy, pain
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
sufferings and joys of individuals must

find an echo in the Mass and other

Christian prayer gatherings. Pope John

Paul II said.

"The pain of the individual must

find an echo in the hearts of all and, in the

same way, the joy ofeach person must be

lived by the entire praying community,"

he said at his Nov. 12 general audience.

The main audience talk focused on

Psalm 142, the psalm St. Francis of

Assisi recited as he was dying Oct. 3,

1226, the pope told an estimated 11,500

people gathered in St. Peter's Square.

The psalmist begs for the Lord's

help and, at the same time, professes his

faith that safety and happiness are found

in God alone. Pope John Paul said.

The psalmist promises that if God
hears his prayer and rescues him, he will

offer his praise in the midst of the liturgi-

cal assembly, the pope said.

"This atmosphere also must per-

vade Christian celebrations," he said.

The just "experience the salvation of a

The Pope

Speaks

Pope John Paul II

brother or sister as a gift given to them

as well."

Pope John Paul said the psalm rec-

ognizes God as the one who provides

safety and refuge, the one who saves

believers from the traps set by their

enemies.

Reading the psalm and its references

to being trapped and suffering. Chris-

tians have connected the psalm to Christ

and his capture, suffering and death, the

pope said.

Christians read the psalm remem-

bering that God not only rescued Christ,

but raised him to glory and promised

that those who believe in Christ wLU be

raised with him, he said.

Clergy Trends
Study shorn Catholic clergy numbers

declining while others are on the rise.

Percent of change in clergy numbers

over a 20-year period bom
1981 to 2001:

The number of Catholic clergy

dropped from 58,534 in 1981 to

45,713 in 2001. In that some time

the U.S. Catholic population grew by

14 million, a 27 percent increase.

Source: Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches

© 2003 CNS Grophics
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Enlist in the CCHD
: In 1969, the U.S. CathoHc bishops

faced up to the fact that the church had

no national program funds for direct

assistance for the poor. They launched

the Campaign for Human Development

to fill this vacuum and began providing

direct anti-poverty grants for projects

that meet three criteria: l) Recipient or-

ganizations have to be working for insti-

tutional change that gets at the causes of

poverty; 2) the principal beneficiaries of

the projects have to be poor people; and

3) at least 50 percent of those who plan

and manage the projects have to be in-

voluntarily poor.

Now officially labeled the Catholic

Campaign for Human Development,
this anti-poverty initiative passes the

basket in Catholic parishes across the

country every year on a Sunday close to

Thanksgiving. The connection is obvi-

ous. Show your gratitude by sharing

what you have with the poor.

Here in America we used to say

"much obliged" to express our gratitude

for favors small or large. Some of our

elders still use that expression. All of us

should hear in that phrase an echo of a

moral obligation to share with those less

favored than we in the possession of

income and wealth.

"Credible Signs of Christ Alive" is

what John P. Hogan calls CCHD

Looking

Around

FATHER
WILLIAM J.

BYRON, SJ

projects. That's the title he put on his

just-published (Sheed & Ward) book
presenting six case-studies that convey

the substance and .style of the good
works made possible by CCHD funding.

The selected projects "tell the story be-

hind the poverty statistics and the hope

behind the heacUines," says Hogan.
Conscientious Catholics who puzzle

over the question ofwhy the church calls

for a "preferential love ofthe poor" wQl be

helpeci by this author's reflection on the

famous parable of the Good Samaritan.

The Samaritan in the Gospel story

is "a member of an outcast minority." He
takes a risk and "opts for the victim."

The story makes the point, says Hogan,
that God "is on the side of the victim—
the poor, the outcast. But that doesn't

mean he's not on our side. It means
rather that God is pushing us to see.

Did Mary ever die?

Q. A sister in our city, who recently

worked in Israel, spoke of visiting the

tomb of the Blessed Virgin Mary. I

didn't know there was one! Did Mary
die? Why would she have needed a

tomb? (California)

A. On the southwest side of old

Jerusalem, on a hill called Mount Zion,

there is a church named the Dormition
(falling asleep) of the Virgin. Christians

ofl:en referred to death as falling asleep,

awaiting the resurrection.

That church's establishment goes
back nearly 1,500 years, to fifth-century

writings referred to as the Transitus

Mariae, the passage of Mary. Christians,

especially pilgrims to the Holy Land,
wanted to know more about the death of
the mother of Jesus; these works, which

I
are largely inventive and fictitious, at-

tempted to satisfy that curiosity.

During the fifth, sixth and seventh

centuries, a feast of the Dormition was
established in various areas of the Chris-

tian world on Aug. 15, honormg all her

prerogatives as the mother of the Lord.

Later the celebration was re-titled the

Feast of the Assumption.

The crypt in the Dormition church
contains a sculpture of Mary lying
peacefully in death. But no one today
hints that this is her tomb or even that

there is a tomb.

Did Mary actually die? The ques-
tion has been debated for centuries. The
church has not declared authoritatively

one way or the other.

When Pope Pius XII defined the

dogma of the Assumption in 1959, he

avoided the subject of her death. He said

simply that Mary, "having finished the

course of her earthly life" (in Latin,

"expleto terrestris vitae cursu"), was
taken body and soul into heavenly glory.

That's where the question rests.

Laicization and
married priests

Q. Tour recent column on laicization of
priests was interesting. But I'm confused.

Outside ofthe Eastern churches (with which

we in the West have little contact) and afew
former Lutherans and Episcopalians who
are now married and active Catholic priests,

do we really have "many married priests in

the church"?

Why do you say "it's obviously different

with marriage. " Ifyou can vacateyour vows
in one vocation, why not in the other? (New
Tork)

A. I'm not sure what constitutes

"many," but I believe we have in the

neighborhood of 100 former non-
Catholic men who now serve as mar-
ried priests in the United States, per-

haps more. Additional numbers are

active married priests of the Catholic

Church in other countries, particularly

in Europe.

A priest's ordination is not "vacated"

through laicization, unless the ordina-

tion itself was found invalid — for rea-

sons similar to those which may invali-

date marriage vows.

When a priest loses the clerical state.

understand and identify with the less

fortunate in our society. That is the

meaning of the church's 'option for and
with the poor.'"

The parable ends with Jesus' in-

struction to the lawyer to "go and do
likewise." The Catholic Campaign for

Human Development puts the same
challenge before contemporary Catho-

lics at the time of Thanksgiving.

The six "credible signs" of Christ

alive in the midst of poverty are an
organization in Pocomoke City, Md.,

that brings justice to poultry workers;

an Alexandria, Va., Tenants' and Work-
ers' Support Committee; a Camden, N.J.,

group called "Churches Organized for

People"; a Southeast Iowa citizens orga-

nization aimed at stemming forces that

are destroying the famOy farm; an "Anti-

Displacement Project" in Springfield

Mass., that links community organiza-

tion to economic development and con-

trol of assets by low-income people; and
a Los Angeles, Calif, parish-based "Safe

Passage" program for the defense of chil-

dren in troubled neighborhoods.

Jack Hogan laces his narrative with

excerpts fi^om important documents in

the body of Catholic social teaching.

Readers will come-away fi*om a reflective

reading of this book with a better ability

to "see, understand and identify with the

less fortunate in our society."

Not a bad way to spend a few hours as

well as part with a few dollars in tlie spirit

of a CCHD Thanksgiving observance.

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

he remains a priest, just as, for example,

a baptized Christian does not lose his

baptism if he later becomes a Buddhist.

The priest is no longer permitted to ex-

ercise his sacramental ministries, or

publicly function as a priest.

He still, however, in severe emer-

gency situations such as danger of death,

may validly celebrate Mass and minis-

ter the sacraments ofpenance, Eucharist

and anointing of the sick. He is, in other

words, still an ordained priest. In fact, it

is possible, with the necessary processes

and arrangement with his bishop, for

such a priest to return later to active

ministry.

A laicized priest is normally fi-ee to

marry. The rule of celibacy is a longtime

tradition and law of the church, but,

unlike the marriage covenant which we
believe was established by God, celibacy

is a church law, not a divine command.
It can therefore be dispensed by the

church.

In a somewhat similar way, mar-
riage vows are not "vacated" unless the

marriage is declared invalid or is super-

seded by dissolution through a Pauline

Privilege or other tribunal procedure.

Questions may be sent to Father Dietzen

at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

UglyAmericans?

Is that all there

Is to It?

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS Columnist

The United States increasingly is

hated by other countries. We aren't acting

right in Iraq, Western Europe de.spises

our beUigerence, the Arab world distrusts

our handling of the Israeli-Palestinian

war, and South America considers our

tariffs unjust. The world community also

believes we care nothing about global

warming. Worse than this, we are pic-

tured as an opulent nation living off the

fat of the land. We could end up thinking

we are just ugly Americans after all!

There is some truth in the accusa-

tions, but there also are signs to show we
are a thoughtful, caring nation. Take our

present efforts to conserve resources and

reduce pollution. In the automobUe indus-

try, one of the chiefpoUuters and wasters

of resources, we now are witnessing a

proliferation of hybrid cars. The motors
run off gasoline and battery power, get-

ting as much as 59 miles to the gallon

with minimum pollution.

Because they carry a large pack of

batteries, diey hax e sufficient weight to

ride comfortably on open, windy high-

ways. The same technology now is being

planned for gas-guzzling SUVs and over-

size sedans.

Is there hope that we can become true

conservers of energy? Consider:

—In Washington, as in other big

cities, we are seeing more buses and taxies

run on natural gas.

—It is now common to see people

installing thermal windows to save on

natural gas and electricity when remodel-

ing a home. This is even more apparent in

big high-rise offices and apartments.

.

—^At a convention center I stayed in

last year, I noticed that all the light bulbs

were energy savers, known for long wear.

—Every week when the garbage

men come to our building they have the

threefold task of picking up raw garbage,

old newspapers and plastic and glass

separately.

—When you drive through
America's windy plains, every so often

you'll see hiUs dotted with windmills to

generate energy.

—^And ifyou walk the neighborhood,

every so often you'll see solar panels

mounted on roofs.

These ai'e just a few success stories.

In disturbing times that could lea\ e us

feeling like reckless culprits, we need to

dwell more on these successes. We are

called to be God-lo\Tng people and good
stewards, and yes, there's still much to do.

But our successes should help lift

our spirits and reaffirm that we are

reasonable people concerned about the

world's well-being.
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PARISH PROFILE

St Leo the Great Church is ^active

parish of faith

Photo by Susan deGuzman

St. Leo the Great Church in Winston-Salem was built in 1928 and is now home to

over 1 ,300 families.

St. Leo the Great Church

335 SpringdaleAvenue

Winston-Salem, N.C. 27104

(336)724-0561

Vicariate: Winston-Salem

Pastor. Father Thomas Kessler

Parochial Vicar: Reverend Johnathar

Deacons: Rev. Mr. Dennis O'Madigai

Mr. Robert De Sautels; Rev. Mr. T

O'Connell

Number of Families: 1 ,360

Father Thomas Kesslei

Thanks to the zeal of the sister

Begley and Msgr. Dennis Lui

tors; and Bishop Waters, the

classes led to later developmt

WINSTON-SALEM — The
Benedictine monks of Belmont Abbey

were the first Catholic clergy to minister

in Winston-Salem. During the 1880s,

the monks celebrated Mass in the homes

of the few Catholic families in town.

Those early visits laid the founda-

tion for what would become a major

Catholic house of worship in Forsyth

County— St. Leo the Great Church.

The gradual addition of Catholic

families to the area presented a need for a

permanent structure in which to gather

for Mass. In 1891, Bishop Leo Haid of

Belmont Abbey, then-vicar apostolic for

North Carolina, purchased a small frame

church in downtown Winston-Salem. A
rectory was added in 1903, and Father

Thomas Stapleton soon became the first

resident pastor. The congregation grew,

and by 1916, plans were underway to

construct a larger church.

A local Catholic, Zaffaroni Angelo,

donated the site of the present church in

1924. Benedictine Father Michael

Mclnerney of Belmont Abbey, the re-

nowned architect of hundreds of

churches through the Southeast, was

called upon to design the building.

Bishop William Hafey of Raleigh placed

the cornerstone in January 1928 and the

church was placed under the patronage

of St. Leo the Great. Construction was

completed the following year.

Above the main altar was placed a

large crucifix, whose corpus was car\'ed

by Anton Lange, the famed portrayer of

Christ in the Oberammergau Passion

Play. In 1930, enhancements were made

to the church landscape and a 1,000-

pound bronze bell, originally from St.

Paul Episcopal Church in Winston-Sa-

lem, was purchased and placed in the St.

Leo the Great bell tower.

Decades of Benedictine pastorate in

the parish ended when then-Msgr.

Michael J. Begley was appointed as the

church's first diocesan priest in 1942.

During his ministerial time there, he

furthered educational causes in Win-
ston-Salem and welcomed Sisters of St.

Joseph fi-om Chestnut Hill in Pennsylva-

nia to teach religion classes at the

church.

A house adjacent to the church

property was purchased for the Sisters'

convent. The original school. Villa Maria

Anna, opened in 1947.

Just over 1,000 parishioners com-

posed the congregation by 1953.

Hanic

i; Rev.

s; Msgr.

ch, pas-

religion

nts that

. Leo the

Great School in 19^4 and Bishop

McGuinness High School in 1959.

While serving as director of Catholic

Charities for the Diocese of Raleigh,

Msgr. Begley returned to St. Leo the

Great Church as pastor from 1966 until

1971. In 1972 he received even more far-

reaching pastoral responsibilities by

serving as the first bishop for the new
46-county Diocese of Charlotte.

A major renovation project ensued

at St. Leo the Great Church and school

during the mid-1970s. A church nursery

and library were also added and the

rectory was expanded.

Largely aided by industry, the

1970s and '80s marked continual

growth in the number of Catholics in the

Triad region and throughout North

Carolina. In 1978, Holy Family Church

in Clemmons joined Christ the King

Church in Kernersville and St. Leo the

The Catholic Company Outlet Store

I
228 Zimmer Rd

. Fort Mill, SC 2971

5

I 803-396-5399 ext. 240

I Mon-Fri:10am-5pm

, 5 min. south ofBallantyne and 1-485

1-485 to Hwy 521 (Johnston Rd).

I Go south approx. 5 miles. Shortly after

I
crossing the state line, turn left at the

BP station. Go % mile and turn left into

I Zimmer Business Park - #228.

CatholicCompany.com
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Great Church in Winston-Salem on a

list of Catholic sanctuaries opening their

doors to Forsyth County Catholics.

During the pastorate of Msgr. Jo-

seph Showfety, St. Leo the Great Church

experienced yet another renovation. A
parish center, housing the parish office,

meeting rooms, library and an activity

center with a kitchen, was built over the

site of the former rectory and dedicated

in honor of Bishop Emeritus Michael J.

Begley in 1990.

Father James Solari arrived as pas-

tor at St. Leo the Great Church in July

1993 and continued to help buUd up the

local community of faith at what he

called "a very active parish" with exten-

sive service projects to the area's needy

and poor at Christmas and Easter. With

the intention of providing for the area's

growing Hispanic community, the His-

panic Family Ministry was formed in^

August 1996 to help people sacramen-

tally, catechetically, financially and in

other ways.

In 1998, the parish acquired a house

across the street from the church for the

priests' residence. ^

The church now boasts a youtb

ministry, Knights of Columbus council

and a special needs ministry, among oth-

ers. The Sisters of St. Joseph continue to

assist in the faith lives of St. Leo the

Great parishioners and members of the

community through a variety of minis-

tries including education, hospital minis-

try and faith formation. St. Leo the Great

School enrolls almost 300 students in

pre-kindergarten through eighth grade,

thereby advancing the educational mis-

sion of the church in Winston-Salem.

More than 250 parishioners and

nearly two dozen religious, including

former pastors and parochial vicars and

Sisters of St. Joseph, gathered to cel-

ebrate the 75th anniversary of Saint Leo

the Great Church Nov. 10, the feast day

of St. Leo.

Like that small gathering of Catho-

lics in Fors3^h County in the 1880s, the

parish of St. Leo the Great Church— as

conveyed in its mission statement —

-

continues to strive in its "sense ofmission

and service to all of God's people

through liturgy, prayer and formation of

activities that will foster our growth in

spiritual and community life in and

through Jesus, our Lord and Brother."

The Catholic Company - Lake Norman I

1 9905 W. Catawba Ave. , Suite 1 06
|

Cornelius, NC 28031
|

704-655-9090
|

Men,Wed, Thu, Fri: 1 0am - 6pm I
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|
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^
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\

177 to Exit 28 Catawba Ave.
|
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THE "LAST KISS" OFYOUR LIFE

"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley IXPm
"'Last Kiss' by Richard Staley is the superbly written story of Patrick,

an ordinary man who is always busy...perhaps too busy to give one last

kiss to one near and dear to him. Yet an extraordinary angel shows him

the importance of never taking people for granted in this often chaotic

and ever-changing world. 'Last Kiss' is commended as an especially

thoughtful, original, and heartwarming novel. "
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REFLECTIONS OF AFGHANISTAN

Holy Spirit parisliioner

finds calling overseas

Courtesy Photos by Amy Schultz

Members of the Koochi nomad tribe travel from Jalalabad,

Afghanistan.

Schultz helps to build hospitals^

clinics in Afghanistan

Holy Spirit parishioner Amy
Schultz shakes hands with

Afghan President Hamid

Karzai after a health care

meeting.

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

DENVER — It's only

been a few months since Amy
Schultz returned from her tour

of duty, but the experience will

last her a lifetime.

"It was very humbling,"

she said. "It has definitely

changed my outlook on life."

Schultz, 31, is a Civil Af-

fairs Specialist and a parishio-

ner of Holy Spirit Church who
left her marketing job and her

fiance in North Carolina when
her unit was activated in Octo-

ber 200!2.

Schultz was with the unit

See SCHULTZ, page 6
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A matter of marriage
Boston archbishop says Massachusetts

same-sex decision is 'alarming
BY NANCY FRAZIER

O'BRIEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

W^ASHINGTON — Re-

acting to an "alarming" deci-

sion by Massachusetts'
highest court to overturn a

ban on same-sex marriages,

Archbishop Sean P.

O'Malley of Boston said he

hopes the state's legislators

"will have the courage and
common sense to redress

this situation for the good of

society."

The Boston archbishop's

statement followed a Nov.
18 ruling of the Supreme Ju-

dicial Court in the case of

Goodridge vs. Department
of Public Health.

In a separate statement,

the Massachusetts Catholic

Conference said the decision

"defies reason" and was a re-

jection of "an understanding

of marriage tested over
thousands of years and ac-

cepted nearly everywhere as

the key to a stable society."

The agency representing

Massachusetts' Catholic
bishops said the decision

"must be reversed."

"As devastating as the

ruling is, it will not end the

debate," the Catholic confer-

ence statement said. "We
urge the state Legislature to

send the Marriage Affirma-

tion and Protection Amend-
ment Act to the 2006 ballot.

Thus the people of Massa-
chusetts can reaffirm mar-
riage as the union between
one man and one woman,
overriding the court's mis-

guided decision in further-

See MARRIAGE, page 8

AROUND THE WORLD IN FIVE DAYS

Holy Trinity students

go international
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Stu-

dents milled through the

crowded gymnasium, pausing

to examine displays of the ac-

complishments of President

Benjamin Harrison, the his-

tory of Arlington National

Cemetery and the develop-

ment of the Pullman Sleeper

Car.

The three-dimensional

displays were the culmination

of International Week, Nov.

10-14, when the student body

of Holy Trinity Catholic

See WORLD, page 7

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Kevin McManamy presents the

model of Arlington National

Cemetery his team constructed

for International Week.
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Making opportunities

OEO grants, awards for

deserving recipients
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Up and away

OLA students to take flight to

Kitty Hawk

I
Page 7

Bisiiops' meeting

Conference covers sex abuse crisis,

farms, budget and devotions

I
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

MOURNING THE VICTIMS

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

A priest prays during a ceremony at the An Nasiriyah, Iraq, airport Nov. 15 as

coffins of Italian military police killed in a suicide attack are taken on a plane for

return to Italy. A suicide bomber attacked the Italian military headquarters Nov.

12, killing 19 soldiers. Pope John Paul II called for a global movement against

terrorism Nov. 16.

Pope criticizes Israei over waii,

deplores attaclis in iraq, Turliey
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II criticized Israel's building

of a wall to keep out Palestinians and

called for a global movement against

terrorism following deadly attacks in

Iraq and Turkey.

"In reality, the Holy Land does not

need walls, but bridges. Without reconcili-

ation of souls, there can be no peace," the

pope said at a Sunday blessing Nov. 16.

He renewed his "strong condemna-

tion" of all acts of terrorism in the Holy

Land and said it was disappointing that

the peace process seemed blocked.

'The construction of a wall between

the Israeli and Palestinian people is seen

by many as a new obstacle on the road to

peacefijl coexistence," he said.

The Vatican has stepped up criti-

cism of the Israeli .security barrier, which

when completed will stretch more than

200 miles along the Israeli border and

deep into sections of the West Bank.

The pope said he was concerned

that in recent days "terrorism has once

again accomplished its wicked work."

He spoke the day after two s3magogues

were bombed in Istanbul, Turkey, and

in the wake of a suicide attack that killed

19 Italian soldiers and more than a

dozen civilians in Iraq.

While condemning the attacks, the

pope said the reaction cannot be one of

more violence.

"No one can abandon themselves to

the temptation of discouragement or of

revenge," he said. 'The respect for life,

international solidarity and the obser-

vance of the law should prevail over

hatred and violence."

The synagogue bombings left at

least 20 people dead and more than 300

injured. The s3aiagogues were filled with

Jewish families attending bar mitzvahs;

the blasts also kOled 1 1 Muslims in the

vicinity.

Turkey, a predominantly Muslim
country with a Jewish community of

about 30,000, has close ties to the United

States and Israel.

The pope sent his "deepest condo-

lences to the entire country and to all

those concerned" and said he was pray-

ing for the dead, the wounded and their

families, and for "all believers touched by

this new drama."

He urged "men and women of the

whole world to mobilize in favor ofpeace

and against terrorism, in the respect for

the freedom of personal beliefs and con-

victions."

"Never again should religious iden-

tity be a source of conflict that bloodies

and disfigures humanity," the pope said.

On Nov. 12, a suicide bombing on a

military police headquarters in Iraq left

19 Italian soldiers dead in the city ofAn
Nasiriyah. The pope briefly embraced

one soldier's widow and baby girl dur-

ing an audience at the Vatican Nov. 15.

Brochure to help explain churchs

teaching on contraception

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Too
many Catholics misunderstand and ig-

nore the church's teaching on contracep-

tion, the U.S. bishops agreed, as they

approved the drafting of a new brochure

to help explain it.

In a voice vote Nov. 12 during their

annual meeting, the bishops authorized

their Committee on Pro-Life Activities to

prepare a simple brochure for popular

use that explains the church's opposition

to artificial means of contraception and

the alternatives it considers morally ac-

ceptable.

Denver Archbishop Charles J.

Chaput, interim chairman of the com-
mittee, said an outside writer "who thor-

oughly understands the church's teach-

ing" would be commissioned to draft the

brochure. It would be ready for com-
ment, amendment and approval at the

bishops' meeting next November.

Coadjutor Bishop Joseph A. Galante

Diocesan.
^planner

ALBEMARLE VICARIATE

ALBEMARLE— The Forever Toung Club of

Our Lady ofthe Annunciation Church, 416 N.

2nd St., meets the first Wednesday of each

month in the Family Life Center at ID a.m.

For details, call Gerald Maiden (704) 982-

5261.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPRUCE PINE — St. Lucien Church, 695
Summit Ave., offers Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament on the first Friday of each month
following the 9 a.m. Mass with benediction at

4 p.m.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Father Efiri Matthias

Selemobri of The Missionaries ofSt. Paul, the

first indigenous missionary society from Af-

rica, will celebrate Mass at Our Lady of the

Assumption Church, 4207 Shamrock Dr.,

Dec. 6 at 5;,S0 p.m. and Dec. 7 at 8:30 a.m. and

1 1 a.m. A reception will follow the 1 1 a.m.

Mass sponsored by the African American Af-

fairs Ministry.

CHARLOTTE — A Service of Lessons and

Carols will premiere at St. John Neumann
Church, 8451 Idlewild Rd., Dec. 7 at 6 p.m.

The program will consist a 55-voice choir,

including the children's and youth and choirs.

Prelude music will begin at 5:30 p.m.

CHARLOTTE — The cancer support group

for sur\'ivors, family and friends meets the

first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at St.

Matthew Church, 80 1 5 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy. For more information, call Marilyn

Borrelli at (704) 542-2283.

of Dallas encouraged the committee to

emphasize the church's support of natu-

ral family planning.

"So many Catholics think in terms

of 'rh3^hm,"' he said. But there has been a

great deal of advancement in family

planning without artificial means since

that system was recommended by the

church, he said. Natural family planning

supporters emphasize it not only works

as a way of planning families, but helps

married couples become closer.

Bishop Allen H. Vigneron of Oak-
land, Calif, said he thinks the document
"will help us get at the problem people

have with seeing a vocation in mar-
riage."

Bishop Joseph F. Martino of

Scranton, Pa., described the use of artifi-

cial contraception as a silent marriage

killer in much the same way that high

blood pressure is considered a silent

killer of people.

CHARLOTTE — The St. MaximUian Kolbe

Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order gath-

ers the first Sunday of each month at 2 p.m. at

Our Lady of Consolation Church, 2301
Statesville Ave. Those interested in learning

more about theSFO and the Franciscan way of

life are invited to attend. For more information,

call Skyler Harvey, SFO, at (704) 545-9 ) 33.

CHARLOTTE — Christians in Career Transi-

tion is a ministry of St. Matthew Church, 80 1

5

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., devoted to helping

people in career crises. The meetings take place

on the first and third Monday ofeach month 7-9

p.m. in the conference room. For more informa-

tion, call Rev. Mr. Jim Hamrlik at (704) 576-

0456.

6AST0NIA VICARIATE

GASTONIA — St. Michael Church, 708 St.

Michael's Ln., will host a free Thanlisgiving cel-

ebration Nov. 27 12-3 p.m. in the parish center.

Famiily and friends are all invited for food and

fellowship. Transportation is available for those

needing rides. Meal will be delivered to those

who cannot attend. Call the church office at

(704) 867-6212 for details.

BELMONT— Dr. William F. Powers will give

a talk entitled "Catholicistn in North Carolina:

Periods of Frustration and Growtli," Dec. 4 at

7:30 p.m. in the Student Commons at Belmont

Abbey College. Admission is free and open to

the public. Dr. Powers served as a professor of

sociology for 30 years at Suffolk Community
College on Long Island. He was ordained in the

Diocese ofBrooklyn and resigned from the min-

istry ten years later. He holds a doctorate from

St. John's University in New York.

i
GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENBORO— Pilgrim icons ofOur Lady of
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FROM THE VATICAN

Bible shows evidence of depression,

offers a cure, official says
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Bible contains ex'idence that depression

was experienced in ancient times and out-

lines the kind of spiritual activity needed

to combat it, a Vatican official said.

In particular, the hope of everlasting

salvation offered by Christianity is an

antidote to the fear and anguish that

leads to depression, Portuguese Cardinal

Jose Saraiva Martins told a Vatican con-

ference on clinical depression Nov. 13.

"Whoever really believes in the pas-

chal mystery of Christ and identifies

with him should never be depressed," the

cardinal said.

Cardinal Martins, head of the

Vatican's Congregation for Saints'

Causes, offered a wide-ranging overview

of depression as experienced by modern
people and those in biblical times.

He said several Psalms could be

read as "expressions of a depressive

Guadalupe arid St. Juan Diego will be on display

at St. Mary Church, 8 1 2 Duke St., Dec. ] begin-

ning with Mass at 7 p.m. A Mass in celebration

ofOur Lady of Guadalupe will be celebrated on
Dec. l!2 at 8 p.m. For details, call the church
office at (336) 383-8650.

GREENBORO -- The Greensboro Council of
Catholic Women in\ ite all to their Christmas Tea
Dec. 1 1 , 2:30-4:30 p.m. at the Knights ofColum-
bus Hall, 2780 Horse Pen Creek Rd. Food will

be collected for a local food pantry. For details

call Janet Law at (336) 288-60^2.

HtCKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY — A charismatic Mass is celebrated

the first Thursday of each month in Sebastian

Chapel of St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second St.

NE, at 7 p.m. For further information, contact

Joan Moran (828)-327-0487.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

SALISBURY —Sacred Heart School, is having
its first reuniwz of alumni, faadty, parishioners

andfriends Nov. 29 at the Salisbury Civic Center
6-9 p.m. The program for the evening will honor
the past, rejoice in the present and present plans

for our future. For details, call Sacred Heart
School at (704) 633-2841.

SALISBURY — Sacred Heart Church, 128 N.
Fulton St., celebrates a charismatic and healing

Mass the first Sunday of each month at 4 p.m.

Prayer and worship with prayer teams will be
available at 3 p.m., and a potluck dinner will

follow the Mass. Father John Putnam, pastor,

will be the celebrant. For further information,

call Bill Owens at (704) 639-9837.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE— St. John the Evangelist
Church, 234 Church St., offers Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament the first Friday of every

State," with symptoms of sadness, lack of

interest, diminished work capacity, sleep

disturbances, weight loss, sense of guilt

and suicidal thoughts.

The cardinal quoted several ex-

amples, including Psalm 55 and the dis-

tressed author of Psalm 102: "I am with-

ered, dried up like grass, too wasted to

eat my food."

But he said many Psalms offer a

response and remedy: the conviction

that "man is always loved and appreci-

ated by God," that the world is not hos-

tile but good, and that is it normal to

express one's emotions.

The cardinal said recent research has

shown a healthy spiritual life can "pre-

vent neuroses, including reactive depres-

sion" by moderating negative and stress-

fijl experiences, and it also favors greater

self^awareness among individuals, which
helps prevent depressive reactions.

month following the 9 a.m. Mass until 4:15

p.m. For information, call the church office at

(828) 456-6707 or Christine Ryan at (828)
926-1331.

SYLVA— St. Mary Church offers Adoration

ofthe Blessed Sacrament the first Saturday of
every month following the 9 a.m. Mass until 3
p.m. For information, call (828) 586-9496.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

CLEMMONS— Father Adrian Porras will

celebrate a Healing Mass at Holy Family
Church, 4820 Kinnamon Rd., Dec. 1 at

7:30pm. Reconciliation will be offered at

7p.m. and a laying on ofhands will follow the

Mass. Please join us for praise, worship and
healing. For more information, call Jim or

Monie Passero (336) 998-7503.

WINSTON-SALEM — Parents Together
and the Knights ofColumbus Council #2829
will host its Breakfast with Santa for special-

needs children and their families Dec. 1 3 9:30-

1 1:30 a.m. at St. Leo the Great Church, 335
Springdale Ave. The Knights will supply a

pancake buffet as Parents Together welcomes
families for face painting, crafts, breakfast and
an opportunity to meet Santa and have a

photo taken with him. The event provides

families with a special-needs child to meet
other families who have similar challenges.

Space is limited. To register your family or to

volunteer, call (336) 924-530 1

.

Please submit notices ofparish events for

the Dtocesan Planner at least 1 5 days prior

to the event date in writing to Karen A.

Evans at kaevans@chariottediocese.org

orfaxto (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal .—-calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis will participate

in thefollowing events:

November 24— 7 p.m.

Winston-Salem Vicariate Mass and reception

St. Leo the Great Church, Winston-Salem

November25— 7 p.m.

Hickory Vicariate Mass and reception

St. Aloysius Church, Hickory

November 27— 10 a.m.

Thanksgiving Day Mass

St. Vincent de Paul Church, Charlotte

December 1 — 7:30 p.m.

Albemarie Vicariate Mass and reception

St. James Church, Hamlet

Decembers— 7p.m.

Asheville Vicariate reconciliation service

and reception

Immaculate Conception Church,

Hendersonville

Two Iraqi priests concerned country

slipping into chaos under U.S,
economic reconstruct

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Two
Iraqi priests said they are deeply con-

cerned Iraq is slipping into chaos and
terrorist violence under U.S. occupation.

One of the priests said Catholic in-

stitutions were being targeted for intimi-

dation in the northern part of the coun-

try, presumably by Muslim extremists.

"We do not want Iraq to be another

Palestine — without a state, abandoned
and left to the mercy of terrorist groups,

and its people dying of hunger," said

Father Denka H. Toma, superior gen-

eral of a Chaldean-rite order of 45
monks. "Everything depends on the

United States, which has absolute

power. It can do our nation good or

cause it harm."

Father Toma said U.S. forces need

to put security back in Iraqi hands, or at

least involve them more directly in na-

tional security.

"Most people are not satisfied with

the situation," Father Toma said. "They
are gratefijl to the Americans for liberat-

ing Iraq from the dictatorship. But to-

day, six months after the war ended, the

people lament the lack of social, civil and

economic reconstruction. They are be-

ginning to think the real aim of the

Americans was to take control of Iraq's

oil."

Father Toma said it would not

work for U.S. administrators to turn

over authority to the temporary Iraqi

Governing Council.

"(Council) members obey the

Americans, and they are Iraqi busines.s-

men who have lived abroad," he said.

'They have not shared the Iraqis' suffer-

ing in recent years. The people consider

them 'foreigners.'"

Father Nizar Semaan, a Syrian-rite

priest working in the northern city of

Mosul, said in early Nov ember a bomb
was defused in front of the city's Catholic

school, and the local Syrian-rite

archbishop's oflfice had been fired upon
with machine guns.

The priest said the attacks were
probably carried out by local

Wahhabite Muslims, a term for follow-

ers of a strict form of Islam practiced in

Saudi Arabia. Wahhabites were around

under former Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein, but since his downfall they

h^ve raised their profile.

Raising the roof

CNS PHOTO BY Jonah Dycus, Texas Catholic Herald

Teenagers raise their hands in song during the opening ceremony of the 2003
National Catholic Youth Conference "River of Life" celebration in Houston Nov. 13,

sponsored by the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry. Bishop loseph A.

Fiorenza of Galveston-Houston welcomed some 23,000 young people, including

youth from the Diocese of Charlotte, to Reliant Stadium for the event. Look for

more coverage in the next issue of The Catholic News & Herald.

CORRECTION
Osvaldo Gentile and Diane Moffa were not identified in an Oct. 31 issue photo caption

as the designers of the stole presented to Bishop Peter J. Jugis by the diocesan Catho-

lic schools office Oct. 29.
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Vatican officials say migration brings

opportunities for Catholics
Bv CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME— Migration brings witli it

an opportunity for Catholics to experi-

ence the unix ersality of their church, to

forge bonds with otiier Christians and to

disco\ er the w ay God is at \\ ork in otlier

religions, Vatican officials said.

Migration and the need for dialogue

with other cultures, other Christians and

other religions was the focus of Nov. 19

presentations at the Vatican-sponsored

World Congress for the Pastoral Care of

Migi^ants and Refligees.

In societies increasingly marked by

the presence ofpeople from different cul-

tures and religions, dialogue must be the

Catholic response, said Archbishop

Agostino Marchetto, secretary of the

Pontifical Council for Migrants and

Tra\elers.

"Dialogue, the transformation of

closed minds and a lo\ e that is open to

the innovation of life and history ... hold

central positions in our Christian iden-

tity: They are the positions of Jesus

Christ," the archbishop said.

In meeting those with different cul-

tures and faiths, he said, the first step for

Christians is "discovering Christ in the

faces ofour brothers and sisters from far-

off places."

When Welcomed into a parish com-

munity. Catholic immigrants are con-

crete signs for local Catholics of the real-

ity of the universality of the Catholic

Church, he said.

A genuine Christian love. Arch-

bishop Marchetto said, leads to a spirit

of welcome and hospitality, respect for

others and a desire to learn from and

share with them through dialogue.

Cardinal Walter Kasper, president

of the Pontifical Council for Promoting

Christian Unity, said his native

Germany's encounter with Catholic

"migrants and refugees led to the

growth of a new awareness of the uni-

versality of our church and of our

catholicity."

Throughout the world, he said,

"through an encounter and an exchange

with the religious cultures and customs

of immigrants, our Catholic communi-

ties lose the characteristic of often being

too national, ethnic or limited by social

Immigrant Population

The number of immigrants residing in the United States hos doubled in the lost 20 years.

I Immigrants in millions

Percent of U.S. population

13.2

10.4

6.2

1900

Source: Center lor Immigration Studies

1920 1940 1980 2000

©20flOCNSGropliics

class and become more catholic."

"Immigrants not only receive from

us, but also have much to offer," Cardi-

nal Kasper said.

Migration also brings Catholics into

closer contact with other Christians,

providing opportunities for ecumeni-

cal dialogue and for appreciating as-

pects of Christian life which one com-

munity may emphasize more than an-

other, he said.

For example. Cardinal Kasper

said, many Catholics have rediscov-

ered the importance of the Bible from

their Protestant friends, Protestants

rediscover the importance of the

Lord's Supper from Catholics, and

both can learn from the Orthodox the

importance of mystery in the liturgy.

At the same time, he said, an in-

creasing mix of Christian communi-
ties can lead some people to thinking

there are no differences among Chris-

tians or to thinking those differences

are not important.

The goal ofecumenical dialogue is to

discover the truth in love, Cardinal

Kasper said.

Full communion, he said, "is not a

pluralism of churches which live in

friendship alongside each other, but it

consists of communion in faith, the sac-

raments, especially the Eucharist, and

apostolic governance."

Archbishop Pier Luigi Celata, secre-

tary of the Pontifical Council for Interre-

ligious Dialogue, said migration is forc-

ing more and more communities to take

seriously the need for interreligious dia-

logue.

The Christian inspiration for dia-

logue is the recognition that God created

each human being in his image and calls

all people to himself, he said.

The Catholic Church believes God's

spirit may be at work in other faiths, and

Christians are called to discover traces of

5-STAR RATED BOOK SIGNING

"MSr K/SS" by Rich Slaley

'"Last Kiss' by Richard Staley is the superbly written story of

Patrick, an ordinary man who is always busy...perhaps too

busy to give one last (<iss to one near and dear to him. Yet an

extraordinary angel shows him the importance of never taking

people for granted in this often chaotic and ever-changing

world. 'Last Kiss' is commended as an especially thoughtful,

original, and heartwarming novel." iHrititit

Saturday — Nov. 29— 1 to 3 pni

Park Road Books, 4139 Park Rd., Charlotte

(Park Road Shopping Center)

$13.95

MOVING?
Take us with you!

Please help us reduce postal fees and

give us your NEW address (or cancella-

tion notice) BEFORE you move.

Ifyou have your address label,

include that, too.

Name

Old address

Old city zip

NEW address

NEW city/state zip

Date of move/cancellation:

Mail clianges to:

The Catholic News & Herald

Address Changes
1123 S. Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Or e-mail this info to:

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org

Thank you.

God's work within them without ne-

glecting their obligation to witness to the

fullness of faith in Christ, he said.

Interreligious dialogue, the arch-

bishop said, also has practical moti\'a-

tions, including the commitment to pro-

tecting the right of each person to wor-

ship according to his or her conscience

and to fostering peace within communi-
ties, nations and the world.

"It is unfortunate that religions are

sometimes held to be one of the causes

behind many problems in the world to-

day," Archbishop Celata said.

While religions can be exploited for

political reasons, he said, religious lead-

ers have an obligation to ensure their

faithful know what they teach and to

protect their faith from political ma-
nipulation.

Cardinal Paul Poupard, president

of the Pontifical Council for Culture,

told the conference, "Many politicians

and media, together with international

organizations, are justifiably concerned

about conflicts which mix God and po-

litical ambitions, revolutionary vio-

lence, fundamentalism and destructive

hatred."

Equally worrying, he said, are "ar-

rogant attempts to dominate the world

according to simplistic models whose

error lies primarily in the lack of any

serious and fair recognition of the cul-

ture of others."

A truly human culture, he said, de-

velops out of a group of people living

together, trying to make sense of their

lives and to give meaning to them.

True culture is not static. Cardinal

Poupard said, but develops as new situ-

ations and challenges arise and as nev\l

peoples are encountered.

Intercultural dialogue is essential

in multicultural societies in order to

emphasize the positive values that all

people share as well as to promote an

awareness of the weaknesses of each

culture that may impede the full protec-

tion of human dignity, justice and char-

ity, he said.

Make the right move to

finding your dream home.
See Chase first...

because home
ownership matters.

TAILORED MORTGAGE PROGRAMS

• Chase mortgage programs are

tailored to fit your individual needs

• Experienced mortgage specialists

will personally work with you from

application through closing

• A free mortgage affordability

estimate can show you how much
home you can afford*

• A Chase mortgage preapproval will
^

make you feel more confident '

knowing you have "cash in hand"
when shopping for a home

Make the move to Chase Home
Rnance—call today.

Paul McClure

(704) 553-1202 Ext. 203
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Making opportunities
OEO grants, awards for deserving recipients

Photo bv Joanita M. Nellenbach

Karen Wilson displays material woven at Stecoah Valley Weavers. The cloth will

become placemats. Stechoah received a $2,000 grant from the Office of Economic

Opportunity to train weavers and buy colored yarn.

BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

STECOAH VALLEY — It was
just one word, but no one at Path-

ways for the Future had ever heard

the woman speak.

One day, though, she finished

painting a wooden silhouette of a wa-
tering can.

"Before she left, she said 'Paint,'"

said Kate Sullivan, Pathways direc-

tor, holding up the artwork at the

second annual Office of Economic Op-
portunity awards and grants presen-

tation Nov. 1 1.

That one word was the kind of

miracle that happens through grants

from the Office of Economic Opportu-
nity (OEO), a project of Catholic So-

ciaL Services of the Diocese of Char-
lotte.

An OEO grant last year helped

buy materials for Pathways, a facility

for mentally and physically chal-

lenged adults.

At the Stecoah Valley Arts, Crafts

and Education Center in Graham
County this year, Msgr. Mauricio W.
West, chancellor and vicar general of

the Diocese of Charlotte, presented

grants totaling $11,865 and commu-
nity service awards.

"After tonight, we will have given

out dbout $90,000 to 38 agencies,"

said Joan Furst, OEO director.

Where does the money come
from?

"It was about six years ago that

[Eather Mo^ had a vision," said Fa-
ther George Kloster, pastor of St.

William Church in Murphy and Im-
maculate Heart of Mary in

Hayesville, and OEO advisory board
chair. "Father Mo commissioned a

study on the needs here. Out of that

study came the Office of Economic
Opportunity."

During a brunch in his honor at

St. William Church Nov. 12, Msgr.
West said when the diocesan-spon-

sored Good Shepherd Home
Healthcare and Hospice in Hayesville

was sold to the local hospital, the dio-

cese wondered what to do with the

proceeds.

"I decided it would be best to ask

the local people," Msgr. West said.

"Given my ethnic background, I was
tired of people telling me what I

needed. The people here certainly

know (what they need) better than

me, sitting in Charlotte."

OEO, serving Cherokee, Clay,

Graham and Swain counties, opened
four years ago in the Bishop Begley

Center in Murphy. Its goal, Furst
said, is to "attack poverty at its roots

by systematic programs."

The grants awarded Nov. 1 1 will

provide help to a number of pro-
grams, including those which pre-

serve mountain heritage. In an area

where there is little industrial devel-

opment or flat land for large factory

complexes, traditional crafts are
among the region's most precious

commodities.

Karen Wilson explained what
that means when she thanked OEO
during the awards program. Wilson
is a student and instructor at Stecoah

Valley Weavers (SVW), which re-

ceived $2,000 last spring to train

weavers and buy colored yarn.

Wilson works in a greenhouse,
but the employment is seasonal.

Learning to spin and weave has

added income and a new dimension to

her life.

"I love it," she said. "I grew up
here in Graham County. [SVW] is

looking forward to being here for

many more years."

Wilson works at home on two
looms loaned by SVW. Five other

women are learning to spin and
weave, and four more work at home,
making table linens and other items

sold locally and as far away as

Florida.

Demand is high.

"We just can't make enough,"
Wilson said.

She teaches youngsters to spin

and weave. "It's a wonderful opportu-

nity to learn a heritage craft and pass

it on," she said.

"I think that we as a diocese need

to continue what we've begun here,"

Msgr. West said at the brunch. "I

think that there's so much more we
can do. I'd like to commit once more
to supporting your efforts here."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@,dnet.net.

GRANTS AND AWARDS

Below/ is a list of grants and awards

handed out by the Office of Economic

Opportunity at a presentation Nov. 1 1

.

Grant recipients:

— Pathways for the Future: $1,500

for its independent living skills, craft

and creativity program;

— Far West Mountain Economic Part-

ners: $3,000 for tools and training for

building-construction apprentices;

— Hinton Rural Life Center: $2,365

for vehicle maintenance and home-

buyer education in its program to re-

pair existing homes and build new
ones for low-income families;

— Latino Outreach: $2,500 for

"Latino fairs" to educate Hispanics

in health matters and in resources

available to them;

— Appalachian Heritage Grafters:

$1 ,500 for seed money to fund its first

arts and crafts festival;

— Stecoah Valley Center: $1 ,000, for

marketing for the Graham County
Artisans Drive-About, during which

visitors drive to crafters' studios

throughout the area.

Community award recipients:

— Leadership: Barbara Hughes for

community involvement in Murphy

and Rev. Ben Bushyhead for his work

with the Cherokee;

— Community Advocacy: Ida

Timpson, helping families be able

to purchase homes through the

Hinton Rural Life Center;

— Community Development: Linda

Cable-Thomas, initiating projects

benefiting Swain County; Yellow

Creek Botanical Institute, native plant

marketing and cultivation research;

— Women and Family: Dora Ochoa,

Latino outreach;

— Empowerment: Alicia Campbell,

working with Far West Families First.
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"The mountains shall yield peace

for the people." Psalm 72:3

JESUIT HOUSE OF PRAYER
HOT SPRINGS, NC

Welcoming all Christians seeking
prayer and quiet in a busy life

Situated in the heart of Pisgah National

Forest, the area's peace and beauty

offer the perfect haven for quiet

prayer and reflectiorii.^
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Ignatian directed retreats
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Group retreats
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Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.
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• We install
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800 Central Ave. • Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431
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Reflections of

Afghanistan

FEATURE STORY
November 21, 2003

SCHULTZ, from page 1

of Army resen ists who in August re-

turned from a nine-month deployment

to Afghanistan.

"It's easier now for me to prioritize

what's important in hfe, and to be a

good neighbor," she admitted.

Schultz grew up in Babbitt, what

she describes as a "small north Minne-

sota town," about 100 miles from

Canada. There were only 32 seniors in

her graduating class, she said, and they

all longed to leave the community.

"It's a beautiful place; definitely

God's country," said Schultz. "(But) we
wanted to get educated and have some

adventure."

When all of her fellow graduates

enrolled in colleges and technical insti-

tutes, Schultz and her best friend joined

the U.S. Army Reserve.

"We thought it was a great oppor-

tunity," said Schultz, who enlisted as a

medical specialist.

"I felt the need to help people," she

said, admitting she was intrigued to go
o\erseas to find her adventure.

Her quest eventually brought her

to Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan.

Afghan mission

Afghanistan's recent history is

characterized by war and civil unrest.

The Soviet Union invaded in 1879, but

was forced to withdraw 10 years later

by anti-Communist forces supplied and

trained by the United States, Saudi

Arabia, Pakistan and others. Fighting

continued among various tribal fac-

tions, giving eventual rise to the

Taliban, which captured most of the

country until Sept. 1 1 , 200 1 terrorist

attacks on U.S. soil forced the group's

downfall.

"Eighty percent of Kabul was de-

stroyed from years of war," said

Schultz, a member of the Civil Affairs

for six years.

Civil Affairs units serve as liaisons

between the U.S. government and the

host country, said Schultz. Schultz's

unit helped reopen schools for both

girls and boys and coordinated the

building of medical clinics, the repair of

roads and bridges and drilling of water

wells. The efforts were to help establish

stability and order in Afghanistan,

which is still rebuilding two years after

the United States launched its first

raids on Oct. 7, 2001, against Osama
bin Laden and the Taliban.

"People welcomed us with open

arms," said Schultz. "They had a safety

and calmness they hadn't had in years

with the Taliban."

Especially appreciative of the

soldier's efforts were women, who were

not able to attend school under Taliban

rule.

"Women weren't allowed to go to

school for more than 10 years," said

Schultz.

While in Afghanistan, Schultz

worked with about 25 different minis-

tries, but was mostly aligned with the

Ministry of Health. Much of her time

was spent in meetings to coordinate the

rebuilding of hospitals, clinics and

health care facilities, schedule surgeons

for operations and help find ways to

fight infectious diseases such as whoop-

ing cough, an infection of the respira-

tory system that results in severe

coughing spells.

She was apart of a team effort to

establish pharmaceutical companies

and worked with WHO (World Health

Organization) and UNICEF (United

Nations Children's Fund) to acquire in

vaccinations for diseases not com-
monly found in the United States.

Schultz said she employed her

marketing skills and experience dur-

ing the meetings with Afghan minis-

ters and other government officials.

"The military depends on Civil Af-

fairs to help rebuild the infrastruc-

ture," said Schultz. "They want people

with real-life experience."

"There's a lot of good things hap-

pening, but you'll never see it in the

media," she said. "Soldiers are doing a

lot of good things in conjunction with

the community. We were helping re-

build Afghanistan."

One large project of which Schultz

was especially proud was the rebuild-

ing of a women's hospital, the only one

in the country.

"It was wonderful to see three

shifts of women go back to work," she

said.

"Seeing women and children get-

ting access to health care and going

back to school — and seeing the joy

and happiness on their faces — was
incredible," said Schultz.

Many women, said Schultz, were

attending classes with their children.

"How challenging that must have

been. But they rejoiced for that oppor-

tunity," she said. "We have kids in this

country who don't see (education) as a

privilege, yet Afghanistan has kids

who die for that privilege."

Faithfully united

Schultz worked with representa-

tives of many countries, including

France, England, Germany, Turkey,

Romania and the Netherlands. She of-

ten attended non-denominational reli-

gious services and Bible studies sev-

eral nights a week with her comrades.

"The services helped bring people

together," she said. "Our faith helped

bring us together."

A German Catholic priest would

often come to offer Mass, said Schultz,

but it depended on the area's threat

level. In recent months, several U.S.

soldiers have been killed by Afghan
insurgents.

During her time in Afghanistan,

Schultz and other members of her unit

lived and worked at a heavily armed,

walled-off compound in the heart of

Kabul. The compound was down the

road from the U.S. embassy. As such,

due to possible attacks, the compound
was occasionally locked down, pre-

venting Schultz from attending ser-

vices.

Security precautions were taken

when Schultz traveled with her two-

person team (including another soldier

and an interpreter).

"It gave us an increased aware-

ness. But even when there was a

threat, we knew what our jobs were,"

she said. "We were building bridges to

help the Afghan people. When you see

such need in people, you're willing to

forge ahead. They're dependent on

you."

"People need to help those who
can't help themselves, and (Afghans)

are not in a position to help them-

selves," said Schultz. "When you can

make a difference in the life of one

person, or in many people's lives, those

are the heartfelt moments."

Lastingmemories

Although back at her marketing

job for Sagebrush Steakhouse in

North Carolina, Schultz would return

to Afghanistan, "if I was single," she

said.

"The most difficult part ofmy tour

in Afghanistan was the pre-deploy-

ment phase," said Schultz. "Saying

goodbye to my fiance and family was

difficult because we didn't know how
long we'd be separated."

While she now looks forward to

her December wedding, she still looks

back to her overseas adventure.

"Afghanistan is not just a place on

the map for me anymore," said

Schultz. "There are some wonderful

and talented people there. (Afghans)

are just like you and me, just born in a

different country and without the

privileges we've had."

"I've developed friendships and

left some good friends behind," she

said. "It was hard to leave, and was a

bittersweet goodbye."

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.
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Vatican agency

concerned about

Afghanistan's draft

constitution

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY —
Afghanistan's draft constitution

would declare the country an Islamic

state and curtail freedoms of other

religions, a Vatican agency said.

The constitution, unveiled in

early November, does not provide

much more religious freedom than

the policies of the previous Taliban

government, said a Nov. 10 article

published by Fides, the Vatican's

missionary news service.

"The hope is that in this discus-

sion phase of the constitution. West-
ern diplomats can exert pressure and

ask that authentic freedom of religion

be recognized in the new Afghani-

stan," the agency said.

The constitution, which will be

debated in the Afghan Parliament

Dec. 10, establishes Islam as the state

religion but says that other religions

would have freedom of worship.

Father Giuseppe Moretti, who
heads the church's missionary juris-

diction in Afghanistan, told Fides

that "it remains to be seen what is

meant by freedom of worship —
whether the interpretation will be re-

strictive or whether, for example, au-

thorities would allow the construc-

tion of a church outside an embassy

compound."
"In the draft of the constitution,

freedom of worship is conceived in

terms foreseen by Shariah (Islamic

law), and therefore does not admit the

possibility of evangelizing or making
conversions," Father Moretti said.

The draft constitution has a "de-

cidedly Islamic tone" throughout its

160 articles, Fides said.

The date on the cover is 1382,

following the Islamic calendar. It

states that it is the duty of the gov-

ernment to institute and organize

mosques and Islamic religious cen-

ters. It says Afghan citizens are free

to organize political parties and social

organizations — which must, how-
ever, conform to the principles of Is-

lam.

"These instructions are in con-

trast with other sections of the consti-

tution that affirm the state must re-

spect and protect the freedom and

dignity of every person" and ensure

democratic policies for all, Fides said.

Father Moretti said that aside

from the constitution he is hopeful

about the future of interreligious rela-

tions in Afghanistan. Some Muslim
leaders there have already shown a

positive interest in the Catholic

Church's activities.

He said Fazul Shinwari, an Is-

lamic mullah who heads 'the Afghan

Supreme Court and the Department

of Justice, attended the opening of tlie

Vatican's mission in Kabul and ex-

pressed his desire to meet some da)i

with Pope John Paul II.
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Students learn aboutworid

WORLD, from page 1

Middle School was immersed in the cul-

tures of the United States and other na-

tions.

"International Week is centered on

the social studies curriculum for each

grade and its connection between the

United States and international events,"

said Carol Belle, the eighth-grade social

studies teacher who brought the concept

of International Week to Holy Trinity

eight years ago.

"With the Internet and today's cur-

rent affairs, it's a little easier to spark the

interest of our students about what is

happening in parts of the world other

than Charlotte, North Carolina," Belle

said. "It is truly an interdisciplinary ex-

perience with all areas of the curriculum

involved an contributing to the student's

learning."

For International Week, social stud-

ies and history teachers assist students in

deciding on exhibits for each team in each

grade. Other core class instructors such

as English, math, science and religion

work closely with the students to enhance

their projects. Other teachers focus on

various aspects of international culture.

For example, physical education classes

participate in games played by students

in other countries and the foreign lan-

guage classes share information about the

clothes^ customs and special events in

various countries with their teams.

"Our theme is that we are a global

community and we have more things in

common than things that are different

with people of other nationalities," said

Belle.

International Week began with stu-

dents and teachers of different ethnic

backgrounds participating in the Mass
Nov. 10. Throughout the week, students

said prayers in different languages.

Flags from various nations were hung

in the gym and the cafeteria served in-

ternational foods.

"Our world in changing," she said.

"There is more for our students to try

and comprehend about our neighbors.

Helping our children learn more about

other countries through International

Week is an easy was to help promote

peace and harmony."

One goal of International Week is to

help students understand the dynamics

of working in groups, learning skills

they will need for the business world.

According to Belle, a key principle of

middle school education is learning to

work cooperatively together and inte-

grating all curricular areas. Interna-

tional Week accomplishes this by hav-

ing the whole school and all subjects

involved in the project.

"By studying other countries, stu-

dents learn about peace, justice and in-

equality in the world, including civil and

individual rights," Belle said. "They also

consider the response we have as Catho-

lics to be servants and to preach peace

and justice through words and actions."

OLA students take flight to

Kitty Hawk, in classroom
CHARLOTTE — Spirits and les-

son plans are soaring at Our Lady of the

Assumption School as students, faculty

and parents prepare for the school's

most ambitious field trip— a two-night,

three-day journey to the Wright Broth-

ers National Memorial Dec. 10-12 to

take part in the centennial celebration of

the Wright brothers' historic first flight.

The field trip will include more than

60 students from the school's third,

fourth and fifth grades, along with more
than 30 parents and four faculty mem-
bers. Traveling by bus, the group will

stay at a hotel in Corolla and plan to be

on hand for the opening day of the First

Flight Centennial Celebration at

Wright Brothers National Memorial in

Kill DevU HUls Dec. 12.

The fun begins for Our Lady of the

Assumption students several days be-

fore the actual trip, as teachers in third,

fourth and fifth grades, along with the

school's learning enrichment instructor,'

have planned many special activities

and lesson plans to enrich the learning

experience of the trip.

Among the activities planned is a

school-wide paper-airplane exhibition,

with students in kindergarten through
fifth grade receiving instruction on how
to make their own paper airplanes. The

event will culminate with a competition

at the school in early December that will

include such categories as longest flight

distance, longest air time and most cre-

ative design.

Other special lessons will include:

Third-graders will re-create a news-

paper fr-dm Dec. 17, 1903, that reports

on the historic Wright brothers' flight.

They also will create their own diagrams

of the Wright Flyer and make a timeline

of the history of flight.

Fourth- and fiflh-graders will buQd
their own kites, just as the Wright
brothers did to test flight theory, and

will research and write reports on inven-

tors and make their own inventions.

Fifth-graders also will practice perspec-

tive writing by making their own diary

entries for Dec. 17, 1903.

Students will leave for the Outer

Banks in the early morning of Dec. 10.

They will spend Dec. 1 1 at the North
Carolina Aquarium on Roanoke Is-

land. The group will head to the

Wright Brothers National Memorial
on Dec. 12 for the opening-day cel-

ebration that will feature exhibits,

speakers and entertainment designed

to inspire the next generation of avia-

tors by engaging children of all ages in

the power of flight.

They got milk

Courtesy Photo

St. Ann School students enjoy ice cream sandwiches, thanks to Harry the Dragon,

who visited the school from Harris Teeter Oct. 28 as part of the Harris Teeter

Milk Challenge. Harry also brought pens, pencils, rulers and notepads, and a

video explaining how milk gets from cows to the stores and how ice cream

sandwiches are made. Students have participated in the milk challenge since

the start of school. Students collect caps from Harris Teeter and Hunter Farm

milk products and bring them to school. At the end of the year, the students will

turn in the milk caps for money.
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A matter of

marriage
MARRIAGE, from page 1

ance of sound public policy."

In its 4-3 decision, the court said

that "barring an individual from the

protections, benefits and obligations

of civil marriage solely because that

person would marry a person of the

same sex violates the Massachusetts

Constitution."

The court stayed the opinion for

180 days "to permit the Legislature

to take such action as it may deem
appropriate in light of this opinion."

Calling marriage "a vital social in-

stitution" that both "provides an abun-

dance of legal, financial and social ben-

efits" and "imposes weighty legal, fi-

nancial and social obligations," the

majority opinion by Chief Justice

Margaret H. Marshall said the Massa-
chusetts Constitution "forbids the cre-

ation of second-class citizens."

The commonwealth, the court

said, "has failed to identify any consti-

tutionally adequate reason for deny-
ing civil marriage to same-sex
couples."

"We are mindful that our decision

marks a change in the history of our

marriage law," the decision said.

"Many people hold deep-seated

religious, moral and ethical convic-

tions that marriage should be limited

to the union of one man and one
woman, and that homosexual con-

duct is immoral," it said. "Many hold

equally strong religious, moral and
ethical convictions that same-sex
couples are entitled to be married,

and that homosexual persons should

be treated no differently than their

heterosexual neighbors. Neither view

answers the question before us."

State legislators have twice side-

stepped action on a popular petition,

signed by 130,000 residents, seeking

a state constitutional amendment to

preserxe the traditional definition of

marriage as a union of one man and
one woman. In order to get on the

ballot for a popular referendum, such

constitutional petitions must be ap-

proved by at least 50 of the state's

200 legislators gathered jointly in at

least two separate legislative sessions.

Under this process, the earliest

possible vote on the measure by Mas-
sachusetts citizens would be in 2006.

If it takes effect in 180 days, the

decision changes the law only in Mas-
sachusetts.

The majority decision said the

Massachusetts Constitution "is, if

anything, more protective of indi-

vidual liberty and equality than the

federal Constitution; it may demand
broader protection of fundamental
rights; and it is less tolerant of gov-

ernment intrusion into the protected

spheres of private life."

Each of the three dissenters —
Justices Francis X. Spina, Martha B.

Sosman and Robert J. Cordy — is-

sued an opinion of his or her own and
concurred in the dissents of the other

two justices.

"What is at stake in this case is

not the unequal treatment of indi-

viduals or whether individual rights

have been impermissibly burdened,

but the power of the Legislature to

effectuate social change without inter-

ference from the courts," Spina wrote.

"Today, the court has transformed its

role as protector of individual rights

into the role of creator of rights."

Sosman said the decision, "as a

matter of social history, ... may repre-

sent a great turning point that many
will hail as a tremendous step toward

a more just society. As a matter of

constitutional jurisprudence, however,

the case stands as an aberration."

At their just-completed fall gen-

eral meeting in Washington, the U.S.

bishops approved a 2,000-word
teaching document on why same-sex

unions should not be given the social

or legal status of marriage.

"Marriage, whose nature and
purposes are established by God, can

only be the union of a man and a

woman and must remain such in

law," it said.

The statement is to be published

in brochure form, with plans for wide

distribution in parishes.

In September, the U.S. bishops'

Administrative Committee issued a

public policy statement calling for a

constitutional amendment to protect

the unique social and legal status of

marriage as a union of a man and a

woman.
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Bishops' meeting covers

sex abuse crisis, farms,

budgetand devotions
Bishop ]ugis impressed with range of topics

discussed

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON— The U.S. bish-

ops opened their annual fall meeting

with a challenge from their president to

direct "the energy of the whole church"

to the eradication of sexual abuse and

the healing of its victims. They also

heard from the review board they estab-

lished to respond to the abuse crisis.

During general sessions the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops also dis-

cussed and voted on a vast array of

issues from same-sex unions, agricul-

tural concerns, popular devotions, so-

cially responsible investment, steward-

ship, conflict-of-interest policy and sev-

eral liturgical matters. The bishops

elected a new secretary, a pro-life com-
mittee chairman and chairmen-elect for

eight other committees.

"Being my very first meeting with

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,

I was very impressed with the range of

issues the bishops covered," said Bishop

Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte. "Also, with

the amount of work we got done in the

short amount of time."

The meeting, initially scheduled for

Nov. 10-13, finished one day early as the

bishops moved up their scheduled items

of business to conclude at the end of the

day Nov. 12.

On the first day of the annual fall

meeting, held at Washington's Hyatt

Regency Capitol Hill, the bishops ap-

proved the addition of one full-time and

two part-time staff members for their

Office for Child and Youth Protection at

a cost of more than $265,000 through

2005.

Failure to approve the new posts

CNS PHOTO BY Bob Roller

Bishop J. Kevin Boland of Savannah,

Ga., chairman of the U.S. bishops'

Committee on l^larriage and Family,

discusses his committee's proposed

statement "Between Man and Woman:

Questions and Answers About Marriage

and Same-Sex Unions," at the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops' fall

general meeting in Washington Nov. 12.

"would look like our institutional

memory has been lost" on the abuse

issue, said Coadjutor Bishop Joseph A.

Galante of Dallas.

The bishops heard a presentation oh

the work of their National Review
Board, formed last year in the wake of

CONTINUED next page
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le clerical sex abuse crisis, and were

)ld of major national studies on the

isis and the U.S. bishops' response to it

lat wUl be released early next year.

The studies will include a report on

le extent of sexual abuse of minors by

!atholic priests and deacons since 1950

y the John Jay College of Criminal

jstice in New York and the review

card's consensus report on interviews

ith bishops, priests-abusers, victims

tid a wide array of professionals re-

arding the "causes and context" of the

buse crisis.

On Nov. 12, the bishops over-

helmingly approved a short teaching

ocument on why same-sex unions

liould not be given the social or legal

tatus of marriage. The bishops were

5ld that rapid developments on the is-

je across the country led the USCCB
Idministrative Committee in Septem-

er to seek development of the statement

1 time for the November meeting.

The 2,000 Word statement, "Be-

tveen Man and Woman: Questions and

answers About Marriage and Same-
ex Union," states that marriage be-

ween a man and a woman is God's plan,

een in nature and in divine revelation. It

/as approved in a 234-3 vote.

The same day, they also unani-

lously approved their first new docu-

lent on agriculture in 14 years: "For I

Vas Hungry and You Gave Me Food:

'atholic Reflections on Food, Farmers
nd Farmworkers." The document,
/hich examines agricultural issues from

enetically modified crops to crop subsi-

ies and market forces affecting rural life

oth in the United States and in the

ation's trading partners, passed with a

37-0 vote.

The bishops spent time Nov. 10 dis-

ussing the need for guidelines on how
hey should handle relationships with

'atholics whose actions in public life are

lOt in accord with church teaching.

The guidelines, which are not ex-

acted to be in final form until after the

004 elections, are meant to help bish-

ps make distinctions between "respect

for the office and approval of the office-

holder ... to distinguish between funda-

mental moral principles and prudential

judgments on the application of those

principles," said Bishop John H. Ricard

of Pensacola-Tallahassee, Fla., chairman

of a new task force charged with ad-

dressing the issue.

On other political matters, Mark
Chopko, the bishops' general counsel,

told the bishops Nov. 1 2 that the church

faces a "multifaceted affront" to its integ-

rity and identity from regulatory and

legislative pressures.

Those pressures include laws that

require church-run social service agen-

cies to include contraceptives in pre-

scription drug plans for employees, or

that seek to use charitable trusts or tax

exemptions as ways of forcing changes

in policies based on church teachings.

He warned that if Catholic and other

faiths' agencies are confi-onted by the

choice of conforming to some societal

standards or withdrawing from society,

they might have to stop serving the

poor, the vulnerable and needy.

That same day, the bishops ap-

proved, in 236-6 vote with two absten-

tions, a pastoral statement encouraging

popular devotions but cautioning that

those devotions should never supplant

the liturgy, the primary form of the

church's worship and sacramental life.

The 21-page statement is called, "Popu-

lar Devotional Practices: Basic Ques-

tions and Answers."

During the meeting the bishops also

approved:

— A stewardship document that

encourages young adults to change the

world by using their gifts and skills to

embrace the church's social teachings.

— A policy to prevent conflict of

interest in conducting business and an

updated version of their guidelines on

socially responsible investing, by voice

vote.

— A revised edition of "Sunday Cel-

ebrations in the Absence of a Priest" and

a revised edition of "Guidelines for the

Concelebration of the Eucharist."

— A 2004 budget for the USCCB
that shaved $4.5 million off the 2003

expenditures.

The bishops elected Archbishop
Michael J. Sheehan of Santa Fe, N.M., as
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Bishop Wilton D. Gregory of Belleville, III., president of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops, addresses the nation's bishops at the opening session of their

general meeting in Washington Nov. 10.

the new secretary of the USCCB, suc-

ceeding Bishop William B. Friend of

Shreveport, La., who completed a three-

year term.

They also elected Cardinal William

H. Keeler of Baltimore to a three-year

term as the new chairman of their Com-
mittee on Pro-Life Activities. He suc-

ceeds Cardinal Anthony J. Bevilacqua,

now retired archbishop of Philadelphia.

They also chose new chairmen-elect for

eight other committees who will auto-

matically succeed the current chairmen

at next year's fall meeting.

The bishops also agreed to extend

for another three years 14 USCCB ad

hoc committees, including stewardship,

Spanish-language Bible, sexual abuse.

Native American Catholics and aid to

the church in Central and Eastern Eu-

rope. They disbanded the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on Agriculture Issues since the

conference approved a statement raising

concerns about the ethical dimensions of

policy on agriculture and trade.

They heard a report Nov. 10 on

plans for their 2004 special assembly in

Denver, which will involve discussions

of a possible plenary council of the U.S.

church. No decision will be made on that

issue at the June assembly, however,

said Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein of

Indianapolisj chairman of the Ad Hoc
Committee on a Plenary Council.

Another report, given by Arch-

bishop Alexander J. Brunett of Seattle,

Catholic co-chair of the Anglican-Ro-

man Catholic International Commis-
sion, spoke of Anglican-Catholic dia-

logue and urged bishops to remain com-
mitted to dialogue despite challenges

raised by the recent ordination of an

openly gay bishop in the U.S. Episcopal

Church.

Bishop Stephen E. Blaire of Stock-

ton, Calif, chairman of the Catholic bish-

ops' Committee on Ecumenical and In-

terreligious Affairs, gave a report on the

preparations for a new ecumenical fo-

rum in the United States that would

embrace a wider range of churches than

the National Council of Churches cur-

rently does. He said the bishops may be

asked to make a decision about joining

this body next year.

"Many of the committees are ongo-

ing and are working on future docu-

ment, such as adult and adolescent cat-

echism, support for the church in Africa

and other issues," said Bishop Jugis.

The bishops were asked to consider

formalizing economic support for pasto-

ral programs in Afi-ica similar to what

they now provide to the Catholic

Church in Central and Eastern Europe

and Latin America.

The first two days of the meeting

had an international fla\or, with reports

from the president of the Vietnamese

bishops' conference, a former Vatican

justice and peace official and African

bishops seeking renewed attention to the

plight of their continent.

Coadjutor Archbishop Diarmuid
Martin of Dublin, Ireland, former
Vatican representative at U.N. agen-

cies that are based in Geneva and

former secretary of the Pontifical

Council for Justice and Peace, spoke on

issues of war and peace 40 years after

the encyclical "Pacem in Terris." He
said international cooperation and

gathering accurate intelligence about

terrorist groups are preferable to war
in combating terrorism.

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed to

this story.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Protestaiits and Catholics

discuss the role ofMary
REVIEWED BY

BROTHER JEFFREY GROS, FSC
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

All Christians recognize Mary as

the mother of God, as attested in Scrip-

ture and the Christian tradition. How-
ever, among Catholics, Orthodox and
the Reformation churches, such as

Lutherans, there have been a wide vari-

ety' of devotions and a wide range of

opinions of each other's practices.

Martin Luther had a higher regard

for the doctrine of the Immaculate
Conception than did St. Thomas
Aquinas. Most of the reformers pre-

sumed the Assumption, and some
kept the feast day. However, all Prot-

estants were wary of some Catholic

"Mary: A Catholic-Evangelical

Debate," by Dwight Longenecker

and David Gustafson, with fore-

words by Father Richard John

Neuhaus and J.I. Packer. Brazos

Press (Grand Rapids, Mich.,

2003). 240 pp., $14.99.

practices, and evangelical Christians

particularly so, even accusing Catho-
lics of idolatry because of our Marian
piety. On the other hand, the Catholic

Church has always upheld the appro-

priate veneration of Mary while
warning against practices that go be-

yond the bounds of faith and question

the centrality of Christ's unique me-
diation role.

In our own day there have been

important agreements between Prot-

estants and Catholics on the role of

Mary — in the U.S. Lutheran and
Catholic dialogue, among Catholics

and Calvinists in France in the
Groupe des Dombes, and in an im-

portant forthcoming statement
among Anglicans and Catholics.

Even as early as 1983 the subject was
treated in the important Evangelical

and Roman Catholic Dialogue on
Mission.

"Mary: A Catholic-Evangelical

Debate" is a significant contribution

to that literature and an important
educational resource for evangelicals

and Catholics alike.

Although this book is called a de-

bate, it often rises above that level. It

is a good example of ecumenical dia-

logue in action. It has these important

characteristics of dialogue:

— Clarification, without stereo-

type, of the other's positions.

— Appreciation of the truth in

one another's positions.

— Recognition of misunder-
standings and abuses in one's own
community.
— Finding common ground in

the shared truth of the Gospel with-

out compromise.

The book has 1'2 chapters. The
first three look at common ground:

the biblical evidence, common faith in

Mary as mother of God, and the vir-

ginity of Mary. The next three chap-

ters take up contentious titles and the

doctrines that stand behind them:

Spouse of the Holy Spirit, Immacu-
late Conception and the Assumption.

The following three chapters ex-

plicate the devotional life of Catholics

that is so easily misunderstood by
Protestants, especially evangelical

Christians: veneration, apparitions
and the rosary. These chapters will be

of interest to Catholics as much as to

Protestants because of the distinc-

tions the authors attempt to clarify

among Catholic faith, the official de-

votion of the church and the variety

of private practices, some of which
clearly go beyond Catholic teaching.

There is a chapter on the titles for

Mary which are controversial even
within Catholicism: co-redeemer,
mediatrix and advocate. The book
ends with a summary and conclu-

sions. The volume has a helpful bibli-

ography, two indices and useful

study questions at the end of each

chapter.

This book is designed as a suit-

able resource for an evangelical-

Catholic dialogue in a local setting of

a parish or school. It will also be a

valuable resource for those working
with evangelicals interested in Ca-
tholicism, with candidates in the Rite

of Christian Initiation of Adults or

with Catholic students who live in an

evangelical environment.

Mary is central to Catholic devo-
tional life as model of the church and
as pointer to Christ in her own role in

the plan of salvation. Catholics will be

enriched in their own understanding

of Mary by appreciating the reserva-

tions serious Christians have about
our faith and practice. By reading a vol-

ume like this. Catholics will also be

equipped to renew and reform their own
Marian piety and communicate the

Catholic culture and faith to fellow

Christians in dialogue.

Brother Gros is an associate director of
the U.S. bishops' Secretariatfor Ecumenical

and Interreligious Affairs in Washington.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: NOV. ^23,- 2003

Nov. 23, Our Lord

Jesus Christ the King

Cycle B Readings:

1) Daniel 7:13-14

Psalm 93:1, 1-2, 5

2) Revelation 1:5-8

3) Gospel: John 18:33b-37

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The 8-year-old was helping the

6-year-old set the table. She consulted

the 1 1 -year-old: "Which cup do you
want?"

"The blue one."

"Put the blue one there."

"No! I already put the red one
there. The blue one goes over here!"

"Well, Zack wants the blue one.

So give Mom the red one."

"No! Mom gets the one with the

flowers!"

"Then put the red one over here

and the blue one there."

"No!" The 6-year-old was bellow-

ing now, "I'm. in charge!"

"No you're not."

"Yes, I am! Mom, didn't you say

I'm in charge of setting the table?"

When our kids were young it

seemed that their continuing power
struggles usually came down to

someone's claim that "I'm in charge!"

And the arbiters to that claim always

were Dad and Mom — which pro\ e(

who really was "in charge."

That's pretty typical of famih
life. Parents give various tasks to dif

ferent children. They do this to nur
ture the needs of each child as well a

to serve the good of the family as ;

whole.

When the children overstep thei

own bounds of authority — whicl

they do because they care more abou
their authority than the good of thi

family — there is strife, and the ulti

mate authority (Dad and Mom) mus
step in to restore peace.

With this weekend's readings fo;

the feast of Christ the King, we an
reminded that Christ is the ultimat

authority amid constantly competin|

cries of "I'm in charge!"

Although God has offered us re

sponsibilities for this world and ou:

relationships with each other, we
God's children, regularly overstej

our bounds in our desire to call th(

shots. More concerned with being ii

control — of others' actions or oui

own agendas— we forget or refuse t<

serve the greater good of all.

So, often despite our efforts to th(

contrary and after we cause some suf

fering and harm, Jesus — we are as

sured — will come, ultimately, ir

some way and step in to restore peac(

to God's family.

For this he was born to us.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 23 NOVEMBER 29

Sunday (Christ the King), Daniel 7:13-14, 5 Revelation 1:5-8, John 18:33-37; Monday (Andrev

Dung-Lac, Priest, Martyr and His Companions, Martyrs), Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20, Luke 21:1-4, Tues

day, Daniel 2:31-45, Daniel 3:57-61, Luke 21:5-11; Wednesday, Daniel 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23

28,Luke 21:12-19; Thursday, (Thanksgiving Day), Sirach 50:22-24, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Luke 17:11

19; Friday, Daniel 7:2-14, Luke 21:29-33; Saturday, Sirach 44:1, 10-15, Mark 10:17-21

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 6

Sunday (First Sunday of Advent), Jeremiah 33:14-16, 1 Thessalonians 3:12^:2, Luke 21:25-28, 34

36; Monday (Advent Weekday), Isaiah 2:1-5, Matthew 8:5-11; Tuesday (Advent Weekday), Isaiah 11:1

1 0, Luke 10:21-24; Wednesday (St. Francis Xavier), Isaiah 25:6-1 Oa, Matthew 15:29-37; Thursday (SI

John of Damascus), Isaiah 26:1-6, Matthew 7:21, 24-27; Friday (Advent Weekday), Isaiah 29:17-24

Matthew 9:27-31; Saturday (St. Nicholas), Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26, Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8

HELP!
The Catholic News & Herald is cleaning

up the mailing list and we need your help!

If you are receiving more than one copy of this newspaper

each week, please help us reduce costs by letting us know.

CaU (704) 370-3333 any time
— leave a message and please spell your name,

or email: catholicnews@charlottediocese.org

or write: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!
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He's the One, but he's no Savior

CNS PHOTO FROM Warner Brothers

Keanu Reeves stars as Neo, also called the One, In "The Matrix Revolutions."

Vatican Radio calls the film a "superficial commercialization of Christian ideas

and symbols." The movie, which received a USCCB classification of A-IV —
adults, with reservations — engages in "open looting of the Christian story,"

Vatican Radio said.

SOUTHEAST

m mm mmKK/tBBM

Good News Ministriespresented by

RALLY
Experience the 'New Springtime' of the Third Christian Millennium

Faith
ixiui (it^epan inHr reUitiomhip tviifi

the Lord.

Ralph Martin
Ralph is tlw founding IVesident of RenewiU
Mini^es, a Catholic mission organization,

and hosts a popular vvcL^tly teieviston scries,

'Oil ChoitrsWcFiAv. RiitplTisalso^^^ninding

fiiitor of N'np C\mimni miigazinu ami iuithor

ofseveral bcK^si. Hepi^tentJyleadsTheWijrd

ofCod, an ecunwnical ChrisHancommunity
inAnn Arbor, MidnigiJiv

Intercession
— a calt to iiuited puitfc^ /f^ ut

m0&t importMHi .-cpirUuiil tvcapis

^iXhuUihh! for nnH-MHtv^ the fiu.r i

i!w earth.

Sr. Ann Shields, SGL
Sr. Aimisthe superiorot'thcServantsofGod's
Love in Lansir\g, Midnigan, and is a regular

£x>-hfwrt on tlie tdcvi«(xi progran\ VwOm<xs
We Face. She also hosts a radio progrom, Foorf

f\w t)u' loumry. 9u' is the author of severnl

books, including fin- m My Heart, and is a

fretjiient coitfereiice sfK-itker.

M EPENTANCE
an ixhorhitrof! lust! iiu>tii(

fiow. <:i)i to ,i Chrt'-J- iicntcyfd,

Spirit-fillr.d Hfe.

^
Fr. MeCHAEI, SCANIAN, TOR
Fr. MichiM.'I is the Chancellor and former
Pre5iident of Fianciscan University of

Steut>envilIe,Ohio,.)nd wa.sordirined in 1964.

In (990, lie was ^warded tlu' Cross Pm
Ea:le$iaet Potitificcby Pope John PauIIl. He
has authored several books including hw
autobiography. Let ttw FircFaU.

FVANGELISM
— /'.^ iiiviiatani la r-frcral iUc i.»oOiX

\v:U'H of ^^almttUm and the ^ift of
iititUmtic Ciitfuiiicism,

Peter Herbbck
Pet(fr is Director of Mi-sssions al Reiuiw.ii

.Mii\fstrits and lias served numifrous nrtriMts,

conferences, rallies, ai\d events around tht-

world. Much of his workhasboen dtvott-d

to helping equip Catholics for ministi-y

through fmining in the f?xercise ot spiritual

gifts. Peter and his wire Debbie have four
children and live in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

C't OSfNG L[TUi«,\
Celebrant & Homilist

MostRev.RobhttJ. Bakkr,STD
Bishop Biikt^t is shcphtTd to CaUiDlus

throuj^hout lh<! st<ite of S^uth Orolma
Me has served .is a pastor, coijivselor.

mentor, and professor during his

pnesthood andwasappointed as the 12th
Bishop of Charleston in 1999 by Pope-

John Paul [|,

"My hope and prayer is that all who attend the

FIRE Rally will experience a deeper conversion,
a greater desire (or reconciliation, and a

willingness to be more fully involved in the

New Evangelization to which our Holy Father

has called us in the new millennium."

—Most Reverend Robert J. Baker, STD
Bishop of Charleston

A CATHOUC ALtlANCe OF
FAITH, INTERCESSION, REPENTANCE. AND EVANGEUSM

CHARLOTTE BOBCATS
TRAINING CENTER
FORT MILL, SOUTH CAROLINA

(1-77 exit 88)

SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2004
9:00 am - 6:00 pm

(Doors open at 8:00 am.)

Dynamic, Inspired Music
BY Hearts of Fire
Bookstore & Ministry Fair

Further Information
Phone: (704) 521-9949

Email: carolinaovents2"i'aol.com

Onunf. Registration:
http://wvvvv.fireininistry.cirg/charlotte

Bishops sign petition to

rereiease film about Irisli

lie soidiers
BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The quest to

get a 4-year-old movie back on the big

screen took its next step as more than

two dozen bishops signing a petition

asking the studio to either rereiease

the film or to sell the rights to a studio

that will.

The movie, "One Man's Hero,"

deals with the San Patricio Battalion, a

group of Irish immigrant soldiers who
deserted the U.S. Army after promises

of citizenship were not honored and

the soldiers were mistreated because of

their Catholic faith. The men fled to

Mexico before and during the Mexi-
can-American War amid a new prom-
ise of citizenship, plus land.

"One Man's Hero," which stars

Tom Berenger, was screened before

about a dozen bishops — and an equal

number of reporters — Nov. 1 1 at the

Washington hotel hosting the U.S.

bishops' fall general meeting in Wash-
ington. After the movie, the bishops in

attendance signed the petition.

The movie was made for Orion

Pictures, but Orion was sold to MGM
before the film was released. MGM
showed the film in 60 theaters, mostly

in the U.S. Southwest, then issued the

film on video.

MGM controls the film's rights in

the United States, Canada, Ireland and

Northern Ireland; "One Man's Hero"

was not released in the last three coun-

tries. The movie has already been

shown in Mexico.

"We exhort MGM to rereiease the

movie in major markets that have

large Catholic populations," the peti-

tion says, identifying New York City,

Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, Detroit,

Washington and Philadelphia.

"We believe that not only the

Catholic faithful in the United States

would profit from viewing this film,

but also people of different faiths and

other backgrounds," the petition said.

The petition adds that the movie

should also be released in Ireland and

Northern Ireland. "The San Patricios

are heroes and not only to the people of

Mexico but, first and foremost, (to)

their own countrymen in Ireland," it

says.

Tom Nash of Catholics United for

the Faith, who has spearheaded the

rereiease campaign, said he believes

MGM is acting with "bias" and "ani-

mus" against Catholics in its refusal to

rereiease "One Man's Hero" or sell the

rights. He cited MGM's negotiations

with a prospective English distributor

that broke down even after the dis-

tributor, he said, had met all of MGM's
conditions for distribution rights.

Paul L. Newman, one of the film's

associate producers, said that, with the

MGM takeover of Orion, "Orion
people who loved the idea and would

have fought for this idea weren't there

anymore." Likewise, he added, "the

people at MGM who made the deci-

sion (to withdraw 'One Man's Hero')

probably aren't there anymore."

"This is great," said Auxiliary

Bishop Emilio Allue of Boston after

seeing the movie. "It's very historical,"

he said, alluding to an incident that

occurred earlier in U.S. history when
an English governor in colonial South

Carolina destroyed the Spanish mis-

sions there. "It's happened to us the

same as it happened to the Irish," said

Bishop Allue, one of i24 active U.S.

Hispanic bishops.

Bishop Allue doesn't agree with

the contention that "One Man's Hero"

is anti-American because it shows the

Army in a bad light. "It is not anti-

American; it is very factual," he said.

"You cannot deny history."

For bishops who couldn't make
the hotel screening. Silver Lion Films,

which made "One Man's Hero," ar-

ranged to have the movie shown on

closed-circuit TV in their hotel rooms.

The movie can be seen occasion-

ally on cable television, and is avail-

able on videocassette and DVD.
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TOO BUSY FOR ONE LAST KISS? DO YOU EVER FORGETTO KISS YOUR LOVED ONES AS YOU SAY
YOUR DAILY "GOOD-BYES"? HOW DEVASTATED WOULD YOU BE IF YOU MISSED YOUR LAST
CHANCE TO KISS THAT PERSON WHO MIGHTBE GONE FOREVER?

"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"A gorgeous work...AN ILLUMINATING, REVELATORYBOOK."
—Basil Sharp, Author of The Adventure of Being Human

To order, mail check or money order (no credit cards) to:

Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, NC2H2V
$13.95
plus $2.50 shipping
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Racing for the cure

Courtesy Photo

A team of students, parents, teachers and staff of St. Gabriel School raised

over $900 for breast cancer during the Race for the Cure event in Charlotte

Oct. 4. Molly Sweeny, a third-grader, raised $307 and Hank LeFlore, a fifth-

grader, raised $235.

We beat the banks!
IMS prides itself on customer service. We're a local

lender and all we want is a chance to quote your

mortgage. Try us, you'll be happy you did. IMS has all

the answers and the loan programs to fit your needs.

^1^

Apply on-line 24 hours a day
www.leridinglocal.com

Call Me! Kim Geter 704-759-31 76
or kmgeter^internationalmortgage. net

7631 Sharon Lakes Rd., Ste.D

Charlotte, NC 28210 '1 IMS Mortgage Service

^ Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

PART-TIME RN: Visiting Angels ofSouth

Charlotte seeks RN to supervise field staff'

providing home-based custodial care. Flex-

il)le hours. Please call 70 l-544-9(K)e.

PRINCIPAL: St. Anthony ofPadua Catholic

grade school, Southern Pines, NC is accejjt-

ing curriculum \ itae tor the position ot princi-

pal. School curriculum is faithful to the

magestcruim of the Church, A|)|ilicants must

ha\e master s degree atid lie state ( crtitied in

educatiiJii- Snhn s < otiirnensurate w ith experi-

ence. PlcaM send C ui ricuhnn \ itae to: The

Very Reverend Jeffrey A. Ingham, V.F., St.

Anthony of Padua Catholic Church, 175 E,

Connecticut Avenue, Southern Pines, NC
28387

FOR SALE

rNSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans

at best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704)84.5-

1416.

HOME: Senior Citizens Community. Lake
Norman area. '2 bedrooms, kitchen, living

room, dining area, '2 bathrooms. Interior

completely updated. Community has lots of

friendly people. Call owner: ~0 i-6(i'2-'.):i I s.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/worcl per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick(gcharlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Dr. William Powers to speak

at Bradley Institute
BELMONT — Dr. William F.

Powers will give a talk entitled "Ca-

tholicism in North Carolina: Periods

of Frustration and Growtli," in the

student commons at Belmont Abbey
College at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 4. Admis-
sion is free and open to the public.

Powers served as a professor of

sociology for nearly 30 years at

Suffolk Community College on Long
Island. He holds a doctorate from St.

John's University in New York. He
moved to Chapel Hill in 1999 to work
on his book "Tar Heel Catholics: A
History of Catholicism in North
Carolina," which was published in

September 2003.

The talk is part of the Bradley

Institute for the Study of Christian

Culture, which provides opportunities

for business executives, career profes-

sionals and clergy to examine relevant

ethical, theological and philosophical

topics within the context of their mod-
ern lives. Program topics range from
business, legal and medical ethics to

history and philosophy.

The Institute, sponsored by
Belmont Abbey College, was founded

in 1996 and is named for Rev. John P.

Bradley, former president of Belmont
Abbey College and former CEO and
chairman of the board of Good Will

Publishers of Charlotte.

Annual Catholic Camporee

for Scouts and Cubs
NEBO, N.C. — Catholic Camporee

XXIX, an annual camping event for

Scouts and Cubs, will be held at Camp
Grimes March 26-28, 2004.

AH Catholic Scout troops. Cub Packs,

individual Catholic Scouts or units led by

Catholics are encouraged to attend the

weekend camporee, and awards for the

winners of Scout competitions will be dis-

tributed after the Sunday Mass.

Camp Grimes is located on the

Mecklenburg Scout Reservation in

McDowell County, nestled in the foot-

hills of the South Mountains.

All parties interested in attending

are encouraged to make plans now. For

more information, contact Joe Vari ati

(704) 846-5155.

Supplemental Health Care
STAFFING SPECIALISTS

is proud to announce the opening of a

new allied health division in North Carolina!

Pis and OTs up to $36/hr
PTAs and COTAs up to $30/hr
Speech Therapists up to $40/hr

Per diem and contracts available

Contact me today to find out what
Supplemental Health Care has to offer you!

Deena Taylor

Toll free (877) 781-9565

Fax (919) 781-9564

Dtaylor@supplementalhealth.com

Visit our website: www.ncaHiedstaffing.com
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Put away your apron tonight.

7

Give your order to the chef.

'For the retirement lifestyle of choice, independence

and flexibility, call today for pre-construction pricing.

Reserve now— move later.

You MAKE THE DECISION.

peMKrvBVRKl
M A R Y F 1 E I D

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

1315 Greensboro Road • High Point, NC 27260

336-886-4103 or 336-886-2444

sponsored by the Sisters of the

Poor Servants of the Mother of God.

Interpreting Mary

CouRTESv Photo by Peg Ruble

Students create their Interpretations of Mary during the Fall High School Retreat

held at St. Eugene Church in Asheville Oct. 17-19. Almost 40 youths from nine

parishes throughout the diocese explored the theme "Behold Your Mother," which

was the theme of World Youth Day celebrated nationally Oct. 26.

Breaking ground

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Redemptorist Father James Geiger shovels dirt as Rev. Mr. Daniel Carl and Rev. Mr.

Guy Piche watch during the Nov. 1 6 groundbreaking ceremony for the new St. James

Church in Concord. The new facility will be several miles from the current church

and is expected to be complete next year. See Parish Profile on page 16.

Coring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

" * * -

Marij's Qarden
Catholic M

Books and Gifts
3816 South New Hope Rd

( New Hope Small Business Center - Unit # 27 )

Gastonia, NC 28056
5 Miles South of 1-85 Exit 20

704-823-7244
GIFTS for ALL OCCASIONS

{' CHRISTMAS GIFT SPECIALS

OPEN
Monday thru Saturday

'M 10 AM to 6 PM
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Drawing unfortunate

conclusions on
intercommunion

Clarifying recent

column with

church teaching

In responding to a question re-

garding intercommunion, Father
John Dietzen in his Nov. 7 column
"Non-Catholics receiving Commun-
ion in Catholic Churches") is mislead-

ing. As Catholics, we recognize the

Eucharist as the source and summit
of our Catholic life. Because of this,

the church is very clear on who may
and who may not receive Commun-
ion during the celebration of the Eu-

charist. The U.S. bishops issued

norms in 1996, and these can be

found in the missalettes used by most

parishes. Those norms, as printed in

Father Dietzen's column, have not

changed.

Father Dietzen's conclusions can

lead to error in at least two ways.

First of all, his presentation of certain

passages in the papal documents "Ut

unum sint" and "Ecclesia de

Eucaristia" is taken out of context. In

the former. Father Dietzen notes the

first few lines of No. 46 but omits

reference to the previous paragraph,

No. 45, and the remainder of the

paragraph quoted. In these passages,

the Holy Father notes that "Cer-

tainly, due to disagreements in mat-

ters of faith, it is not yet possible to

celebrate together the same Eucharis-

tic Liturgy ... (where the sharing of

sacraments can occur) The conditions

for such reciprocal reception have

been laid down in specific norms; for

the sake of furthering ecumenism
these norms must be respected."

In the latter, the Holy Father

does indeed reiterate No. 46 of "Ut
unum sint," but he also includes the

following passage that Father
Dietzen omits: "These conditions,

from which no di.spensation can be

given, must be carefully respected,

even though they deal with specific

individual cases, because the denial of

one or more truths of the faith regard-

ing these sacraments and, among
these, the truth regarding the need of

the ministerial priesthood for their

validity, renders the person asking

improperly disposed to legitimately

Guest

Column

FATHER JOHN
PUTNAM

Guest Columnist

receiving them."

And the opposite is also true:

Catholics may not receive Commun-
ion in those communities that lack a

valid sacrament of Orders. These
documents are certainly instruments

of the clear and consistent teaching of

the ordinary magisterium of the

church; however, neither document
set out to nor effected a change in the

current norms of the church with re-

spect to intercommunion sacramental

sharing.

Secondly, Father Dietzen refers

to certain actions of the Holy Father

with regard to the British prime min-

ister. None of us knows the exact cir-

cumstances of that situation, and we
really do not have to. Simply because

the Holy Father does something or

does not do something does not make
it the definitive norm for church prac-

tice. If such was the case, we would be

subject to widespread chaos and con-

fusion.

Should the Holy Father wish to

change the current practice of the

church with regard to

intercommunion and sacramental

sharing, he certainly has the author-

ity to do so, but there is a clear and

precise manner in which this has to

be accomplished. Such a change has

not taken place, and even Father

Dietzen notes that his observations

are simply speculation.

Unfortunately, even with an ar-

ticle that admits speculation, many
individuals read such a column in a

Catholic newspaper and draw unfor-

tunate conclusions. This can lead

both to hurt and misunderstanding.

While we continue to pray for the

unity of all Christians, that all may be

one (ut unum sint), that unity has not

yet been realized. Hence,
intercommunion can only take place

in certain specific circumstances as

indicated in the law of the church.

Father John Putnam is pastor of
Sacred Heart Church in Salisbury and
judicial vicarfor the Diocese of Charlotte.

Ni audience, pope urges

pilgrims to rememl)er

importance of prayer

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — At a flag-

waving and song-filled general audi-

ence, Pope John Paul II greeted pil-

grims from all over the world and

urged them not to forget the impor-

tance of prayer.

The 83-year-old pontiff appeared

in good form as he spent nearly two
hours in a packed Vatican audience

hall Nov. 19, delivering brief talks in

10 languages. His voice sounded rela-

tively strong, although he skipped

over parts of his main speech.

The pope continued his series of

aildience talks on evening prayer,

highlighting the canticle from St.

Paul's letter to the Philippians, which

is chanted each Sunday at vespers.

That ancient liturgical hymn, the

pope said, captures the entire mystery

of Christ, his humbling incarnation as

man and his triumphal ascent to

heaven at Easter. He said it was im-

portant for the modern church to keep

its connection with such forms of

prayer that go back to the early days

of Christianity.

Those in the hall added music and

spirit to the encounter, serenading the

pope with hymns and folk songs. Five

choirs from the United States were

among those present, and the pope

thanked them for their "praise of God
in song."

The Pope

Speaks

POPE JOHN
PAUL II

He also greeted a delegation of

Jewish war veterans from the United

States, who sat near the front of the

audience hall.

National and local flags unfurled

as the audience groups were called out

by name. Members of a national pil-

grimage of Hungarian Gypsies stood

and sang a traditional h3min.

At the end of his audience talk, the

pope offered special words in support

of the cloistered nuns around the

world. He asked all Catholics to give

spiritual and material support to clois-

tered religious orders.

"We are, in fact, greatly indebted

to these people who consecrate them-

selves entirely to incessant prayer for

the church and for the world," he said.

Before leaving the hall, the pope

greeted dozens of pilgrims, tracing a

cross on each forehead, accepting their

gifts and caressing their babies. Then,

seated in his mobile throne, he posed

for several group photos.

Letters to

the Editor

High praise for

bishop tribute

What a wonderful special edition

(Oct. 31) to celebrate the ordination of

Bishop Peter J. Jugis. I suspect Bishop

Jugis' humility might say it was
may"be a little too much to do over him,

but I would say that issue of The

Catholic News & Herald accurately re-

flects the excitement and joy we feel

over our new bishop (and I'm not even

Catholic).

While we welcome Bishop Jugis,

we are also grateful for Bishop Will-

iam G. Curlin's dedication and service

to the Diocese of Charlotte. We have

every confidence Bishop Jugis will

continue the high Christian ideals set

by Bishop Curlin.

Bob Gunn
Black Mountain

WRITEA LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Heraid wel-

comes letters from readers. We ask

that letters be originals of 250 words

or less.

To be considered for publication,

each letter must include the name,

address and phone number of the

writer for purpose of verification. Let-

ters may be condensed due to space

limitations and edited for clarity, style

and taste.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The

Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267,

Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
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Actor knows keys to

successful life, family
This fall marks the 51st season of

Christopher television. In a world

where new programs can come and go

in a matter of weeks, I think we have

the right to be just a little proud of our

longevity. Far more than that, we con-

tinue a tradition of presenting guests

who are doing their bit to change the

world for the better in an amazing

variety of positive ways.

The current Christopher Closeup

line-up includes a high school principal

who helps inner-city children succeed, a

singer who volunteers as a mentor and

a minister and author who helps people

find peace in times of anxiety. I was

delighted to interview these interesting

and, yes, inspiring people.

Among the other equally enter-

taining and thought-provoking guests

was an actor I had really looked for-

ward to meeting. As a fan of Cuba
Gooding, Jr.'s performance in "Jerry

Maguire" (for which he won an Acad-

emy Award), and his costarring role

with Robert DeNiro in "Men Of
Honor," I wanted to know more about

him. I went to see his newest movie

before I interviewed him for Christo-

pher Closeup. I'm happy to report

"The Fighting Temptations" is good

fun. It's also blessed with sensational

music, most of which is performed in a

southern Baptist church. To say it is

music with gusto is an understate-

ment. You'd be hard pressed to be

unmoved by this soulful singing.

At a time when many movies make
us cringe with poor values and lan-

guage, "The Fighting Temptations" is

different. And it was a particular joy to

find that the star of the film not only

speaks words of value in the movie, but

tries to live those words in real life.

Cuba Gooding, Jr. is charming,

articulate and delightfully sincere.

He's also obviously a religious man. In

fact, in an earlier interview, he'd said

every night before he goes to bed, he

recites the Scripture verse, "I can do all

things through Him who strengthens

me." (Philippians 4:13) He clearly sees

all life as a gift from God and has his

priorities straight. I asked him how he

lives out The Christophers' message:

How is he making the world a better

place? How is he making a difference

for the good?

From a career point of view, he

wants to be a role model for every

young African-American who aspires

to act. He wants to send the message

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

that nothing is beyond their dreams.

He says his life should make believers

of all who think there are limits. From
a personal point of view, he said the

kind of father and husband he is will

determine his real success. Family is

the place where he wants to make the

biggest difference. I couldn't help but

think if every father and husband had

this priority, our whole society could

be much healthier. It's great to be a

movie star, but it's even more vital

that a man star in his own family as a

source of goodness, stability, good val-

ues and direction.

I'm not sure why it's so hard for us

to get our priorities straight, but it is.

Time and again I hear about people

who put so much energy into work
they have little left for their families.

Yet, a key to a meaningful life is decid-

ing what — and who — is really im-

portant to us. It's unrealistic to say

that success doesn't matter in this

world. But if we just spent a bit more
time thinking about the kind of suc-

cess we really want to achieve, then we
— and the people who are dear to us

— would gain more than we ever

dreamed.

What isthe right method ofbaptism?
Q. My question involves the process

of baptism. Is immersion the only fully

authentic way to administer baptism, as

some non-Catholic religions teach? I

know some Catholic churches have im-

mersion "pools"for baptism; but is pour-

ing the water over the head just as

proper? (Ohio)

A. Either way is proper, acfcord-

ing to the practice and rituals of the

Roman Catholic Church. The reasons

are important and, I think, interest-

ing.

The Catechism of the Catholic

Church reminds us of a significant

truth about the sacraments. "All sac-

ramental celebrations," it says, "are

woven from signs and symbols. In

keeping with the divine pedagogy of

salvation (that is, God's method of

teaching us about his way of saving

the human race), their meaning is

rooted in the work of creation and in

human culture" (No. 1 145).

From the beginning, the church
has taken that idea seriously. It is es-

sential that all material elements and
actions used in the liturgy (bread,

i

wine, oil, water, words) be recognized

I

for what they -should be, authentic

"signs" of what Jesus Christ accom-
plishes in us through these rituals.

What is Jesus really doing in

baptism? From the beginning, Chris-

Question

Comer
FATHER JOHN

DIETZEN
CNS Columnist

tians were familiar with several bibli-

cal images of the effect of baptism.

Through it "we put on a new self like

a new garment (Col 3:10). We are

"enlightened," and we taste "the good
word of God" (Heb 6:4-5).

The central image, however, was
the one indicated by Jesus to

Nicodemus in the Gospel of John,

"We are born of water and Spirit"

(3:5). That's the way St. Paul saw
baptism. We were "buried with him
(Jesus) through baptism into death,

so that just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father,

we too might live in newness of life"

(Rom 6:4).

Immersion of people receiving

baptism — standing in water which is

then poured over the heads of the bap-

tized— was seen as a fuller expression

of this burial and rising to new birth.

It continued to predominate in the

church for hundreds of years.

Interestingly, early Christian art

and literature reveal that, already in

the first decades and centuries after

Christ, the method of baptism with

which we are more familiar, pouring

water over the head (called infusion),

was also acceptable. This form of the

sacrament has grown more common
since the 14th century, as the "wash-

ing away of original sin" became the

more prevailing symbol of the effects

of baptism.

The Catechism of the Catholic

Church (No. 1239), continuing the

ancient tradition, says, "Baptism is

performed in the most expressive

way by triple immersion in the bap-

tismal water."

However, the Rite of Christian

Initiation of Adults (No. 213), the

Rite of Baptism for Children (No. 18),

and the catechism, all indicate that

either immersion or infusion may be

chosen, according to local traditions

and circumstances.

A free brochure describing basic

Catholic prayers, beliefs and moral pre-

cepts is available by sending a stamped,

self-addressed envelope to Father John

Dietzen, Box 325, Peoria, IL 61651.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

Smile, God -
and the camera

-loves you!

IVIurra/s

Musings

KEVIN E.

MURRAY
Editor

Let me begin by thanking the mil-

lions of you who have written, called, e-

mailed or sent singing telegrams in re-

gard to the redesign of The Catholic News
& Herald. To the reader who sent the

note with the home-baked cookies, that

was an especially nice touch! I only wish

other readers would take such initiative

(wink, wink).

We're still making changes here at

your diocesan newspaper and plan to

introduce several new features in the

coming weeks.

I've also received a few letters about

recent national and religious cox erage—
conservative readers have called me a

"left-wing liberal" and liberal readers

have labeled me a "right-wing conserva-

tive." I'm not entirely sure if e\'erybody's

reading the same newspaper, but at least

I can't be faulted for taking sides. If any-

thing, it can be said there's content for

everybody in T/ie Catholic News & Herald.

If I try to do anything, though, it's

present the Catholic perspective on issues.

Why I have a few readers claiming I'm in

league with the devil, and worse, with

The New York Times, is beyond me.

But as many of you ha\ e kindly

noticed, the amount of local content con-

tinues to go up. This is, in part, thanks to

you. We've received a plethora (I'm try-

ing to make use of my thesaurus) of

submissions, including photos and press

releases and, in some cases, short stories

from the churches, schools and ministries

of the diocese. These are usually the sto-

ries that run without bylines, the photos

that run with "Courtesy Photo" captions.

Unfortunately, our small staff can't

be everywhere all the time, so these

reader submissions are very welcomed,

and while I unfortunately can't promise

to include them all in the newspaper,

they certainly add a nice (and increased)

local element to the pages of The Catholic

News & Herald.

So take a camera to your next

church, ministry or school event and

snap some photos, then send them in

with a brief description. Or come to our

office, stand in the doorway with your

arms crossed, and glare at us until we are

intimidated enough to go out and photo-

graph your event.

Either method will work, but stand-

ing around all day with arms crossed is

just simply bad for your circulation.

So, grab your cameras and start

snapping. I look forward to your sub-

missions and immortalizing you in The

Catholic News & Herald.

Now ifyou'll excuse me, I have some
cookies to eat.
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St. James Church serves as spiritual

home to Concord Catholics

Photo by George Cobb

St. James Church in Concord, which now boasts more than 800 families, sits on land

acquired by a parishioner during an auction.

CONCORD — In the 1800s,

Cabarrus County Catholics, hke many
others in the state, had to travel else-

where for Mass.

Joseph Earnhardt, a convert to Ca-

tholicism, dreamed of having a church

built in Concord, but died in 1858 be-

fore he could help plan it. But when
Earnhardt's father-in-law died in 1869,

he deeded a picturesque plot of land for

the future church.

With the help of the Concord-area

Catholics, the first St. James Church

was built and dedicated on Aug. 1,

1869. Father Joseph J. O'Connell, who
would later write a book about Catholi-

cism in the South, became the first pas-

tor of the parish.

In the 1950s, a parishioner named
J.B. Williams attempted to buy a piece

1 5% off with this coupon The

Now
at2 great

locations!

Catholic
Company

Fine Catholic Books and Gifts

South Charlotte

The Catholic Company Outlet Store

228 Zimmer Rd

Fort Mill, SC 29715

803-396-5399 ext. 240

Mon-Fri: 10am - 5pm

5 m/n. south ofBallantyne and 1-485

1-485 to Hwy 521 (Johnston Rd).

Go south approx.5 miles. Shortly after

crossing the state line, turn left at the

BP station. Go % mile and turn left into

Zimmer Business Park - #228.

CathollcCompany.com

^and Openingi Lake Norman

The Catholic Company - Lake Norman

1 9905 W. Catawba Ave. , Suite 1 06

Cornelius, NC 28031

704-655-9090

Men,Wed,Thu, Fri: 1 0am - 6pm
Tue:10am-7pm
Sat: 1 Gam - 3pm

In Johnsbury Square - next to Rosetti's

177 to Exit 28 Catawba Ave.

Go west for Vi mile.

The store is on the North side of street.

LakeNorman.CatholicCompany.com

ST. JAMES CHURCH

251 Union Street North

Concord, N.C. 28026

(704) 720-0600

Vicariate: Salisbury

Pastor: Redemptorist Father

James Geiger

Parochial Vicars: Redemptorist

Father Edward Gray, Redemptorist

Father Alvaro Riquelme

Deacon: Rev. Mr. J. Daniel Carl

Parish Administrator: Redemptorist

Brother Darrell Cevasco

Mission: St. Joseph Church,

Kannapolis

Redemptorist Father James Geiger

of property inside the town for the

church. When non-Catholic residents

discovered his intention for the prop-

erty, he was immediately outbid. A
short time later, another property was

auctioned for which Williams bid— he

purchased the property and turned it

over to the church. This became the

property on which the church currently

stands.

The first pastors of the church were

Benedictine priests from Eelmont Ab-

bey and other areas of the diocese. In

1944, Eishop Vincent Waters of the

Diocese of Raleigh (which covered all of

North Carolina) asked Redemptorist

Fathers to begin priestly ministry

work at St. Joseph Church, built in

1945 in nearby Kannapolis. In 1974,

the Redemptorist Fathers came to St.

James Church and remain today.

In 1954, Charlie Williams, a St.

James parishioner, started an annual

barbecue to raise money for the

church. The event, open to the entire

community, became the largest

fundraising project for the church.

In August 1969, St. Joseph
Church became a mission of St. James

Church. Redemptorist Father Alvaro

Riquelme, a current parochial vicar oi

St. James in Concord, now serves as St.

Joseph's pastor.

In a double celebration July 31,

1994, then-Bishop William G. Curlin

dedicated a new 12,000-square-foot

parish center — complete with 1

1

classrooms, a large central area and a

kitchen — and helped commemorate
the church's 125th anniversary. The
parish was presented with a procla-

mation signed by Concord Mayor
George Liles declaring that date as "St.

James Catholic Church anniversaryi

day."

In 1993, Redemptorist Father

Daniel Carboy, a retired Air Force

lieutenant colonel, became pastor ol

both St. James and St. Joseph. In 1994,

Father Carboy started an endowment
for the church with a $4,000 donation

from a parishioner. By 1997, the en-

dowment, used to generate funds foi

the church, had grown to $30,000.

In 1995, St. James Church hosted,

its first "Jimmy Murphy's Christmafi

Dinner," an event to bring people gi

the growing parish and community
together on Christmas Day.

Redemptorist Father James Gei-

ger became pastor in 2002 and helpec

the 800-family parish push forwarc

with plans for a larger church. Or|

Nov. 16, 2003, the parish celebrated J

groundbreaking ceremony on theii

new property, which will include ^

larger church and two additiona'

buildings for parish activities expectec

to be complete by Christmas of 2004.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home I

We Build Friendships Witli Families

\X c know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home To provide homecarc.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

L'p to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.
'

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
704 549 4010

VUitm^ Angels.^^

E-mil us at Jill.Stewart@VisitingAngels.com
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WALKING TOWARD JESUS

Kairos ministry

brings prayer,

liope to inmates

BY STEPHEN UZZELL
CORRESPONDENT

MINT HILL — There
was great singing and prais-

ing, spontaneous hugging and
dancing. Strangers joined to-

gether in emotional praying

and sharing.

Participants in Kairos 23

inside Evans Correctional In-

stitute in Bennettsville, S.C.,

reached a spirit-filled level of

energy during their "Walk"
Oct. 16-19. Forty-two inmates

in the all-male medium secu-

rity facility met daily with 55

male members of the interde-

nominational Christian team
from the Carolinas. Nine pa-

rishioners from St. Luke
Church in Mint HUl comprised

the Kairos ministry team.

"I had never even consid-

ered this ministry," said pa-

rishioner Gay Loesch. "I

wouldn't expect a woman to be

called to go into a prison to

minister. But it begins when
you are volunteering to be a

minister to others, and it

grows into a very humbling
experience that shows you that

God calls us all to love one
another."

The ministry ofKairos, the

See KAIROS, page 6
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Catholic youth share faith at

national conference in Houston
North Carolinians connect to other Catholic teens
By JONAH DYCUS and

ERIK NORIEGA
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

HOUSTON — A shared

faith, a sense of communion
and plenty of song and prayer

flowed through the 23,000
young people attending the

2003 National Catholic
Youth Conference, held at, the

Houston sports complex of
Reliant Park Nov. 13-16.

High-school-age teens
from all over the nation, in-

cluding 38 representatives
from the Diocese of Charlotte,

gathered at the "River of Life"

celebration sponsored by the

National Federation for

Catholic Youth Ministry and
hosted by the Diocese of
Galveston-Houston.

'Tou have come from dif-

ferent parts of this wonderful

country to gather here to-

gether as a body of Christ, to

express the great faith you
have in Jesus and the love that

you want to bring to the
world," said Bishop Joseph A.

Fiorenza of Galveston-Hous-
ton as he welcomed the thou-

sands of young guests in Reli-

ant Stadium.

The aquatically decorated

stage in Reliant Stadium fea-

tured waterfalls, pools and
vegetation in keeping with the

conference's "River of Life"

theme. A large crucifix, posi-

tioned on the south end of the

floor, shadowed the entire cen-

terpiece, while colored light-

ing enhanced the stage.

"This stadium was built

for professional football, but

See YOUTH, page 6

Courtesy photo by Peg Ruble

Young people from western North Carolina stand in front of Houston's Reliant Park in November.
Thirty-eight teen-agers, representing six parishes and Bishop McGuinness and Charlotte Catholic
high schools, attended the 2003 National Catholic Youth Conference, which gathered teen-agers
from across the nation to expand and express their faith.

75 YEARS OF FAITHFULNESS

St Mary Church celebrates history, diversity
BY REV. MR. GERALD

POTKAY
CORRESPONDENT

GREENSBORO — It

was a milestone of time and
diversity.

Nov. 22 marked the final

day of a celebration that

began Jan. 14 for the 75th
anniversary of St. Mary
Church.

"Today is a time to

See ST. MARY, page 9

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

Vincentian Father Michael Manh Nguyen (center) stands with

Vietnamese parishioners at St. Mary's anniversary celebration.
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

REMEMBERING A PRESIDENT

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Members of the Kennedy family pray as U.S. Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., lays

a flower at the gravesite of his brother, President John F. Kennedy, at Arlington

National Cemetery in Arlington, Va., Nov. 22. It was the 40th anniversary of the

assassination of President Kennedy.

Mourners mark40th

anniversary ofJFK's death
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Four

decades ago, royalty, heads of state

and government officials filled the Ca-

thedral of St. Matthew the Apostle in

Washington for the funeral Mass of

President John F. Kennedy, who was

assassinated Nov. 22, 1963.

Forty years later, almost 800 ev-

eryday Catholics from across the re-

gion gathered at the cathedral to pray

for and remember the slain president,

who was the first Catholic to be elected

to that office, at a Mass of remem-
brance offered on the anniversary day

his tragic death.

In his homily. Father J. Bryan

Hehir, outgoing president of Catholic

Charities USA, said the Mass was "a

time to reflect and to pray (in the place

where) President Kennedy was en-

trusted into the hands of God for eter-

nity."

The priest said Americans old

enough to remember President

Kennedy's death would "never forget

the time, place and impact" of that

day in history.

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-
Mass., President Kennedy's youngest

brother, and the senator's wife,

Victoria, were also in attendance.

Father Hehir described President

Kennedy as a leader who sought "to

change the world in which he lived."

"He expanded people's sense of

possibility and responsibility. ... He
captured people's imagination, inter-

est and raised their hopes," the priest

said.

Earlier in the day, Cardinal

Theodore E. McCarrick of Washing-

ton led a private prayer service for

members of the Kennedy family at the

Arlington National Cemetery grave

site of the slain president.

Following the evening Mass
many attendees stopped to view the

marker in front of St. Matthew's main

altar that memorializes the spot where

President Kennedy's casket was
placed during his funeral Mass.

John Whelan, a longtime parishio-

ner at St. Matthew, said he wanted to

attend the anniversary Mass to honor

and pray for the late president.

A former employee of National

Geographic magazine, Whelan said he

can vividly recall the funeral's events.

"I will never forget it as long as I

live," he told the Catholic Standard,

newspaper of the Washington Arch-

diocese. "I remember standing along

Seventh Street. There were thousands

of people watching the procession and

you didn't hear a sound. There was

utter silence."

Ron Linton, a former staff member
in the Kennedy administration who
also attended the Mass, said the 40th

anniversary of the president's death "is

no more important than the 39th or

41st, but what is important is to pray

and to remember what he was, what

he did and what we lost."

Relief agencies assess impact of

international AIDS efforts

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Initia-

tives to combat AIDS in Afi-ica and else-

where continue to grow, with hopes by

many charitable organizations that addi-

tional federal flinds will increase efforts.

With an expected $2.4 billion ear-

marked by Congress to be available

next year, religious charities are eager

to apply for grants. The funding is

part of President Bush's pledge made

in last January's State of the Union

address to deliver $15 billion in Afri-

can AIDS prevention and treatment

funding over the next five years.

Dozens of religious charities gath-

ered Nov. 19-20 at Georgetown Uni-

versity in Washington for "Faith-

Based Initiatives and the President's

Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief"

Catholic Relief Services, the U.S.

bishops' overseas aid and development

arm, currently works on AIDS relief in

30 countries with $45 million in

grants from various sources.

Diocesan.
==planner

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA— St. Frances ofRome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors

the Oratory ofDivine hove Prayer Group in

the parish house the second and fourth

Thursday of each month at 1 p.m. or 7

p.m. Call (336) S7!2-8846 for specific

time.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— Father Efiri Matthias

Selemobri of The Missionaries ofSt. Paxil,

the first indigenous missionary society

from Africa, will celebrate Mass at Our
Lady of the Assumption Church, 4207

Shamrock Dr., Dec. 6 at 5:30 p.m. and

Dec. 7 at 8:30 a.m. and 1 1 a.m. A recep-

tion will follow the 1 1 a.m. Mass spon-

sored by the African American Affairs

Ministry.

CHARLOTTE— A Service ofLessons and

Carols will premiere at St. John Neumann
Church, 8451 Idlewild Rd., Dec. 7 at 6

p.m. The program will consist a 55-voice

choir, including the children's and youth

and choirs. Prelude music will begin at

5:30 p.m.

CHARLOTTE— St. Matthew Church,

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will

sponsor a family potluck on Dec. 12 at 6

.m. in the New Life Center Banquet room.

After dinner our special guest speaker

will be Linda Schaefer, the last photo-

journalist personally invited to make a

Catholic Medical Mission Board

spends about $8 million a year on

anti-AIDS programs in South Africa,

Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho and

Swaziland and is starting programs in

Kenya, Ghana and Nigeria.

Two critical nations facing the

disease are China and India. "You've

got a billion (people) in India, more
than a billion in China," said John

Galbraith of Catholic Medical Mis-

sion Board. "If we don't work now to

stop AIDS in those countries, pretty

soon we're going to be seeing num-
bers there like we're seeing in Africa."

Bishop Franklyn Nubuasah of

the Apostolic Vicariate of

Francistown, Botswana, said AIDS is

"devastating" his nation. With 40

percent of the population infected,

"We have 15 funerals a week" from

AIDS-related deaths, a number so

high that "you have to choose which

ones you are going to attend."

photographicjourn^ through Mother Teresa's

world. Linda also attended Mother Teresa's

beatification in Rome with Bishop Curlin.

Call Sue VanderJeugdt (704) 541-8362 for

more information.

BELMONT— Dr. William F. Powers will

give a talk entitled "Catholicism in North

Carolina: Periods ofFrustration and Growth,

"

Dec. 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the Student Commons
at Belmont Abbey College. Admission is

free and open to the public. Dr. Powers

served as a professor of sociology for SO

years at Suffolk Community College on

-l^ong Island. He was ordained in the Dio-

cese of Brooklyn and resigned from the

ministry ten years later. He holds a doctor-

ate from St. John's University in New York.

GASTONIA — Is peace possible in our

time? What can we do to bring peace to our

world? Join us for the next Prayer Vigilfor

PeaceDec. 1 5, 7-8 p.m. at St. Mark's Episco-

pal Church, 258 W. Franklin Blvd. Come
pray with people of all faiths - Jewish,

Christian, Muslim and others - as we gather

together to ask the Lord for peace in our

time. If you have any questions or need

directions, contact St. Mark's Church, (704)

864-4531, or Dennis Teall-Fleming at

(704) 825-9600, ext. 26, or

teallfleming@yahoo.com.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENBORO— The Greensboro Coun-

cil of Catholic Women invite all to their
'

Christmas Tea Dec. 1 1 , 2:30-4:30 p.m. at the

Knights ofColumbus Hall, 2780 Horse Pen

Creek Rd. Food will be collected for a local
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope assigns new cardinals

to Vatican congt^g^itions,

councils
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — High-

lighting the role cardinals play in assisting

the pope to govern the church, Pope John

Paul II has given the newest group of

cardinals their assigninents as members of

Vatican congregations and councils.

The pope created 30 new cardinals

in late October; their Vatican assign-

ments, which they are expected to fulfill

in addition to their primary ministries

and offices, were announced Nov. '24.

Cardinal Justin Kigali of Philadel-

phia was named a member of the Con-
gregation for Divine Worship and the

Sacraments, a position he already had in

his former position as archbishop of St.

Lx)uis. He also was named a member of

the Administration of the Patrimony of

the Holy See, a Vatican office that over-

food pantry. For details call Janet Law at

(336) 288-60'22.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY — A charismatic Mass is cel-

ebrated the first Thursday ofeach month in

Sebastian Chapel of St. Aloysius Church,
m\ Second St. NE, at 7 p.m. For further
information, contact Joan Moran (828)-
3^7-0487.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE—A supportgroupforpar-

ents who have last a childofany age meets the

second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at

St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley School
Rd. We draw strength from others' experi-

ence of loss and grief For more informa-
tion, call Joy at (704) 664-3992.

MOORESVILLE — Seniors ages 55 and
up are invited to St. Therese Church, 217
Brawley School Rd., the second Saturday of
each month following the 5:30 Mass for

Senior Games Night, featuring games and a

potluck dinner. Call Barbara Daigler at

(704) 662-9752 for details.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

FRANKLIN — The Women's Guild of St.

Francis of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St.,

meets the second Monday ofeach month at

7 p.m. in the Family Life Center. The meet-
ings feature guest speakers and special

events periodically. For more information,

call Claire Barnable at (828) 369-1565.

WAYNESVILLE— The Catholic Woman's

sees investments and properties.

Australian Cardinal George Pell of

Sydney was named a member of the

presiding committee of the Pontifical

Council for the Family and a member of

the Pontifical Council for Justice and
Peace, both positions he held previously.

Scottish Cardinal Keith O'Brien of

St. Andrews and Edinburgh was named
to the pontifical councils for social com-
munications and for migrants and trav-

elers.

Indian Cardinal Telesphore Toppo
of Ranchi was named a member of the

Congregation for the E\'angelization of

Peoples and of the Pontifical Council for

Interreligious Dialogue. He had been a

member of the council before being

named a cardinal.

Circle of St. John's Catholic Community
meets the second Monday ofeach month
at 7 p.m. in the church hall. For more
information, call the church office at

(828) 456-6707

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing
Companions is a grief support group for

the bereaved, which meets the first and
third Thursdays of the month in confer-

ence room B at St. Leo the Great Church,

335 Springdale Ave. For further details,

call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

WINSTON-SALEM — Parents To-
gether and the Knights of Columbus
Council #2829 will host its Breakfast with

Santa for special-needs children and
their families Dec. 13 9:30-1 1:30 a.m. at

St. Leo the Great Church, 335
Springdale Ave. The Knights will sup-

ply a pancake buffet as Parents Together
welcomes families for face painting,

crafts, breakfast and an opportunity to

meet Santa and have a photo taken with
him. The event allows families with a

special-needs child to meet other fami-

lies who have similar challenges. Space
is limited. To register your family or to

volunteer, call (336) 814-5301.

Please submit notices ofparish events for

the Diocesan Plannerat least 15 days prior

to the event date in writing to Karen A.

Evans at kaevans@charlottediocese,org

or fax to {704} 370-3382.

Bridging the gap: Israeli ambassador

uses personal touch at Vatican

Episcopal . .

ucalendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis will participate

in thefollowing events:

December 1 —7:30 p.m.

Mbemarle Vicariate Mass and reception

3t. James Church, Hamlet

December 3— 7p.m.

Asheville Vicariate reconciliation service

and reception

Immaculate Conception Church,

Hendersonville

Decembers— 7p.m.

Gastonia Vicariate Mass and reception

St. Mary Church, Shelby

December 12— 7p.m.

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass
Wait Chapel, Wake Forest University,

Winston-Salem

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As Is-

raeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon vis-

ited Rome, the gulf between Israel and
the Vatican appeared to be growing.

Israeli and Jewish leaders were
miffed that upon Sharon's arrival Nov.

17, the pope for the first time publicly

criticized Israel's construction of a secu-

rity barrier to shut out Palestinians. In

Rome, Sharon said he understood the

pope's view that the Holy Land needs

"bridges, not walls," but he added.

"Bridges cannot be buUt over the corpses

of Israeli civOian victims."

While stating Italy was Israel's best

friend in Europe, Sharon noted the

Vatican was surrounded by a tall brick

wall. The fact that there was no Vatican

meeting during his three-day visit spoke

volumes.

W^hile it looked to some like the

Vatican and Israel were busy building

their own dividing wall, a Nov. 16 invi-

tation-only event at a Jewish cultural

center brought members of Rome's Jew-

ish community together with Oded Ben-

Hur, Israel's ambassador to the Holy
See, who explained diplomacy is more
than formal briefings — sometimes it

requires personal oxertures.

Ben-Hur has .spent much time visit-

ing with Vatican officials regarding

Israel's motives, and recently met with

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, the Vatican's

chief doctrinal official, about changes in

church teaching on the Jews introduced

by the landmark Second Vatican Coun-
cil document, "Nostra Aetate," which
called for an end to anti-Semiti.sm.

Aware the doctrinal congregation

was working on a "mini" version of the

"Catechism of the Catholic Church,"

Ben-Hur asked if highlights of 'Nostra

Aetate could be included. Cardinal

Ratzinger agreed.

Ben-Hur said he saw little change

for effective dialogue with Muslims be-

cause, as he put it, moderate Muslims
have little ifany influence on the extrem-

ists. At the Vatican, he said he is trying

to buOd a "network of Catholic-Israeli

friendship."

Out in the cold

CNS PHOTO BY Sam Lucero, Cathouc Herald

Cardinal Strltch University students huddle In their sleeping bags the morning of

Nov. 21 after sleeping outdoors on campus in Milwaukee. Seven students and a

campus minister braved the cold In an effort to raise awareness of inadequate

housing and to help fund a spring trip to North Carolina, where they will construct

homes with Habitat for Humanity. Pictured from left are campus minister leff Montoya

and students iocelyn Schmltz, Sara Klos, Erin Strube and Katie Pagel.

THIS MONTH IN -1997
Holy Angels, founded by the Sisters of Mercy to provide residential and health care services to adults

and children with varying degrees of mental retardation, opened "Cherubs," a craft and coffee shop

in dow/ntown Belmont Nov 29, 1 997. The shop, which would later become known as "Cherubs Cafe

and Candy Bouquet," featured gourmet coffees, espressos and specialty coffees such as cappuccinos

and lattes, sandwiches, gourmet cookies and ice cream confections.
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'THE PROJECT OF LIFE FOR HAPPINESS'

Hispanic youth craft book on

vocation of laity
BY JOANITA M.

NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE — When
the vocal voting was over, !28 choices

had been narrowed to the winner:

"Proyecto de Vida Para Felicidad:

Vocation" ("The Project of Life for

Happiness: Vocation").

Hispanic youth, ages 16-27, were

at the second session of Taller Pascua

(Easter Workshop) 2004, held in the

Immaculata School gymnasium and

Immaculate Conception Church hall

Nov. 15-16 to finalize chapters for a

book the Southeast Pastoral Institute

(SEPI) will publish prior to Ash
Wednesday 2004.

"Proyecto," which has six chap-

ters, is designed for use during the six

weeks of Lent.

Vocation, as defined in "Cat-

echism of the Catholic Church," "be-

longs to the laity to seek the kingdom

of God by engaging in temporal af-

fairs and directing them according to

God's will."

"Proyecto de Vida" will be a guide

to that search.

Piarist Father Mario Vizcaino,

SEPI's southeast regional director for

Hispanic ministry and one of the

workshop facilitators, explained that

discerning vocation is a lifelong

project. Using the talents God has

given a person is one way to deter-

mine if he or she is living according to

God's will.

"How do you discover the project

of your life?" he asked. "This project

has to coincide with the will of God.

How does God speak to you? If you're

not a good mathematician, forget

about being an engineer."

The Diocese of Charlotte has par-

ticipated in SEPI book projects for

the past three years, but this was the

first year the diocese was host for a

workshop.
Sixteen of the Taller Pascua at-

tendees were from the Diocese of

Charlotte. Others were from the dio-

ceses of Mobile and Birmingham,

Ala.; Atlanta, Ga.; Charleston, S.C.;

and St. Augustine, Venice, St. Peters-

burg, Pensacola-Tallahassee, Tampa,

Palm Beach, and Orlando, Fla.

Taller Pascua's first session,

Bienvenidos (Welcome) I, took place

in Charleston, S.C., Oct. 11-12. The
youth explored the paschal mystery

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Rlcardo Veioz distributes bags of lollipops to Hispanic youth during the second

session of Taller Pascua 2004, held at the Immaculate Conception Church and

Immaculata School Nov. 15-16.

as it relates to vocation and received

the materials they would work on in

their own dioceses. Two groups

worked independently on each chap-

ter. Charlotte and Venice, for in-

stance, concentrated on the chapter

on resources and instruments an indi-

vidual can use in practicing his or her

vocation.

This month, during Bienvenidos

II, the diocesan groups critiqued the

chapters.

Now, SEPI will edit the material

and publish the book, the sixth bilin-

gual (Spanish and English) title in

the series.

"It's an activity book with

prayers, reflections, dynamics and ac-

tivities," said Ricardo Veloz, associate

director for Hispanic youth and

young adult ministry for the Diocese

of Charlotte.

"All the topics are related to the

theme and how it relates to the pas-

chal mystery," he said.

Adults as well as younger people

can use the book, because vocation is

the work of a lifetime.

"This is a topic you can always

reconsider in your life," Father

Vizcaino said. "It's not so that you

can change your vocation, but so that

you can refocus and consider your

vocation as a mission. We all have a

mission to enrich the world."

Bienvenidos III is scheduled for

Feb. 14-15 in St. Augustine. Attend-

ees will receive the book and learn

how to use it in their communities.

This is SEPI's 23rd book pro-

duced with the assistance from His-

panic youth. Past titles include "Mor-

als: The Way to Full Humanity";

"Catholic Youth Identity and Image";

"Family"; and "Human Sexuality."

"We create a book every year

with a theme chosen by the kids," said

Laura Flores of Our Lady of Grace

Church in Greensboro. "We explore

the paschal mystery as it relates to

that topic."

Advisors attend each workshop

to assist the youth, but the books are

written entirely by the young people,

Veloz said.

-The diocesan groups

brainstormed about how they could

make the books available to more
people. The Diocese of Charlotte,

group suggested Lenten programs be

held in every vicariate instead of one

program for the whole diocese, as in

the past.

"My dad participated in the re-

treat last year, and he liked it," Flores

said. "After that, he started talking to

other adults about how valuable the

book was. Our priest (Father Francis

O'Rourke) let him talk about it dur-

ing Mass, and we sold the books after

Mass."

In his homily at Sunday Mass in

the gym. Father Vizcaino asked the

youth what would inspire them to

pursue their vocations.

"If we ask God's help to serve

him, then we will be able to serve him

and be happy with it," said Jose

Marie Gutierrez of Charleston.

"God is love," Father Vizcaino said.

"The more possessed I am by love, the

more possessed I am by God. The more

possessed I am by myself, the more my
life will be messed up.

"If you serve happily, you will be

truly happy in life," he said. "People

who serve are those who are happy

with themselves. ... Everyone is called

to sainthood, which is in service and

service is love."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or e-

rmiiljnell@dmt. net.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information about how to

obtain this book and others in the se-

ries, contact Ricardo Veloz at

velricardo@aol.com or at 704-370-

3355.

Toce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

1 40 1 Patton Ave. 72 I ong Shoals Road

Asheville, NC Arden, NC:

(828) 252-3535 (828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Ashcvillc's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

/IINThe Catholic
zz z= Conference
Vjl Center

www.catholicconference.org

1551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

info@ cathoticGonference.crg
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SILENT GENEROSITY

Anonymous benefactors provide

Catholic education for students
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

Editor's note: To protect t/i£ identity of

tlie benefactors and recipients, names have

been changed.

CHARLOTTE— Some students in

Charlotte are receiving a two-fold

education — a typical Catholic edu-

cation designed at developing stu-

dents spiritually, intellectually, emo-
tionally, physically and socially; and

the lesson of charity.

Anonymous donors have enabled

several students to attend Charlotte-

area Catholic schools by providing

funds for. tuition, books, uniforms,

school supplies and extracurricular

activities.

Last summer, "Edward and
Elizabeth Smith" contacted Linda
Cherry, superintendent of diocesan

schools, with the idea of providing a

full scholarship for a needy minority

student. The scholarship will be re-

newed annually as long as the stu-

dent, "Jane," remains in the

Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools

(MACS) system, enabling her to at-

tend Catholic schools through high

school.

"We recognized the importance
of, and need for, more diversity in

Catholic schools," said Elizabeth

Smith, whose two grandchildren are

Catholic school students in Charlotte.

"We felt all the students would benefit

from a more diverse student body."

Since tuition costs are a limiting

factor for many minority families, the

Smiths decided to provide a scholar-

ship to allow a minority student to

benefit from a Catholic education.

"When I first received a call in

June with an offer to assist a child

Courtesy photo by Mike Ford

Students process down the staircase at St. Patrick School in Charlotte. Anonymous
donations are enabling students in the Diocese of Charlotte to attend Catholic

schools, an opportunity they would not have without the generosity of their

benefactors, most of whom choose to remain anonymous.

with tuition, it took no time for me to

respond that I would be happy to find

a student," said Cherry. "This family

has given a student and family the

gift of being part of our Catholic

school system. This gift from their

hearts is what being Catholic and
Christian is all about."

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

H^" Build Friendships With Fainilies

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.

704 549 4010

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@VisitingAngels.com

The Smiths have been angels for

Jane, said Angela Montague, princi-

pal of St.. Patrick School. They not

only provide tuition funds, but also

pay for her field trips and extracur-

ricular activities.

"Jane spoke almost no English at

the beginning of the school year,"

Montague said. "She is becoming
very Americanized — she emulates

the other students."

Their generosity has proved
contagious.

"When a second family heard of

this special gift through an order of

religious sisters, they offered to assist

with the tuition for someone they

knew who really wanted to attend

our schools," said Cherry.

"William and Emma Jones"
helped a young man they know,
"Michael," apply for a scholarship to

Charlotte Catholic High Scliool.

Their family, friends and a Charlotte

Catholic teacher provided uniforms,

books, a computer and school sup-

plies.

Michael was apprehensive when
he learned which public high school

he would be attending, Emma Jones

said. Now, he is thriving at Charlotte

Catholic.

"He is a great example of how our

faith is supposed to be lived," she said.

"Throughout our diocese, each of

our 18 schools could tell the story of

something similar in each of their

schools and parishes," Cherry said.

"We ha\ e five or six families help-

ing other Charlotte Catholic families,"

said Gerald Healy, principal of Char-

lotte Catholic. "There is a solid core of

people who I've known for years, and

all I have to do is pick up the phone
and ask. They will always step up to

help."

The benefactors don't want rec-

ognition, Healy said. "They just want
to give back some of what they've

been given," he said.

"We have many stories of families

wanting to be able to gi\ e that expe-

rience (of a Catholic education) to

their children, but are unable to do so,

because of the cost and lack of enough
tuition assistance money," said

Cherry. "We have now begun the

'Least of My Brothers' scholarship

fund, using the motto Tor whatever
you do to the least of my brothers,

that you do unto me.'"

"If anonymous donors want to fill

my school, I'd be happy to have
them," said Montague.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevam@charlottediocese.org.

WANT TO HELP?

Linda Cherry welcomes calls, e-mails or

letters to discuss providing partial or full

scholarships to needy students.

Every gift would remain anonymous,

if wished by the donor. Interested parties

may contact Cherry by e-mailing

llcherry@charlottediocese.org or calling

(704) 370-3271. You may write to her at

1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Consolidate

High-interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

Low Interest

& Interest-only

Programs

Happy ^{oMaysjrom

(Central ^cjjuitij Yifjorti

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

No Payment
until

February 2004!

NO
Out-of -Pocitet

Closing Costs

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

I'll help you realize your home ownership dreams this holiday season.

1^ *Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

inii-iesi rale shown i.s Prime (4%), iiiimi.s 1/4%. based on 80% or less I.T\'. Siibjeci to undenvniing conditions.



6 The Catholic News & Herald

AROUND THE DIOCESE

November 28, 2003

Catholic youths share

faith at conference
Ministry brings

iiope to inmates
YOUTH, from page 1

by having more than 20,000 young

Cathohc people here who want to be

great witnesses for Jesus Christ in the

world, you ha\'e made this a very sa-

cred place," Bishop Fiorenza said.

"These few days that you will be

together will be a time to increase

your lo\ e for Jesus, and to be renewed

in your efforts to bring the knowledge

and love of Jesus to the world," he

added.

"We want the teens to bring back

a sense of connectedness to the

greater Catholic Church," said Peg
Ruble, associate director for the office

of youth ministry for the Diocese of

Charlotte.

Keynote speakers at the event

were Bud Welch, a death penalty op-

ponent whose daughter was killed in

the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing,

and Craig Kielburger, a 20-year-old

advocate for children's rights.

"This is actually the sixth youth

congress; during the last ... congress

(in Indianapolis), we asked the young
people what they wanted to talk

about, and social justice was very

high on their list," Carolyn Adrian of

the Diocese of Victoria told The Texas

Catholic Herald, newspaper of the

Galveston-Houston Diocese.

"For this congress we wanted to

affirm the work young people are do-

ing around the issue of social justice,"

she added. "We obviously wanted
them to learn more about Catholic

social teaching. And most important,

we wanted to inspire them to go out

and do more within their own parish

community and in the community in

which they live."

Through the conference, Char-

lotte teenagers "gained a sense of how
to bring Christ into their lives on a

daily basis and live out his message,

especially the message ofjustice," said

Ruble.

Bishop Edmond Carmody of Cor-

pus Christi was impressed with the

teenagers participating in the discu,s-

sion group he led.

"Realizing that we have young

people of this caliber, of this commit-

ment, gives me great hope for the

future," he said. "I see great things

happening in our communities
through the work of the young people

gathered here today."

Outside of the conference's gen-

eral sessions, concurrent meetings

tackling issues like violence, social

justice and relationships were con-

ducted.

Some of the young people from

the Diocese of Charlotte met with the

bishops to discuss the issue of pov-

erty, as seen through the lens of

Catholic social teaching. They talked

about how they experience poverty

and how their churches and schools

are addressing the issue, Ruble said.

The facilitators encouraged
young people to show their faith be-

yond the conference, said Myra
Jones-Romain, music director at St.

Matthew the Evangelist Church in

Houston.

"It is so easy to feel isolated when

you are around friends who don't share

your beliefs," said Jones-Romain. "But

this conference shows that there are a lot

of young people — not only in the

United States, but in the world — who
have the same fervor for Christ and for

God. You can love God, praise God, and

still have fun."

Staff Writer Karen A. Evans con-

tributed to this story.
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Carolina r-Yi

Catholic ^
Bookshoppe

t Special Cards

t Religious Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) 334-3313

4410-F Monroe Road, Charlotte, NC
www.carolinacatholicbooks.com

welcome niail orders and special orders!

KAIROS, from page 1

Greek word for "God's time," was pre-

ceded by the Cursillo movement within

a maximum security prison in Florida

in 1976. The very concept of time carries

a heavy significance within the penal

environment.

"The inmates feel that what they

have done is so bad that God could never

forgive them. It blows them away when

they see the great lengths God goes to

bring them back to him," said parishioner

Cindy Platko. 'The love that they feel on

that weekend is God's love calling their

name. And it knocks down walls that

have taken years to build."

The Walk began Thursday after-

noon and finished Sunday night, carefully

planned around a systematic, structured

program. The outline of activities fol-

lowed a series of talks by individual team

members and a number of daily chapel

services that engaged the entire group as

a growing body of Christ.

"It is incredible to witness the change

in the residents over the course of the

three days," said parishioner Greg Platko.

'They arrive on Thursday unsure, fright-

ened and untrusting. On Sunday, they

are filled with joy they thought they could

never experience. They are smiling,

laughing, singing and sharing their

dreams."

"It's as though all of us, team and

residents, are swept along in a current of

God's powerfijl love," said Platko, who
has served with 12 Kairos teams since

1996.

A very strong force in the formation

of this new faith community was its

shared praise through music. Music min-

isters and inmates led the group's singing

of various hymns and inspirational tunes.

'The thing about the music is that it

is participatory. And that's what moves

their spirit," said parishioner Bob Smith,

music team coordinator. "It includes some

old and some new which touches their

memories and makes them feel comfort-

able with upbeat praise and glory."

The entire effort was closely assisted

by a team of men and women who pre-

pared and delivered meals from Camp
Pee Dee, the off-site support headquarters

for the Kairos team.

'The accommodations are very Spar-

tan and the bunks aren't that comfortable.

Sleeping on the first two nights is very

difficult," said parishioner Dee Smith.

"When you work in the kitchen, you

get up at 4 a.m. and stand on a concrete

floor for 12-14 hours, working very

hard," she said. "But when you walk

away after the closing, you feel like it was

the greatest weekend ever. It has to be

God."

The Kairos ministry worked to es-

tablish strong Christian communities

among the inmate populations. During

the Walk, inmates joined into small

groups at separate tables with two Kairos

group leaders. These peer groups began

Photo by Stephen Uzzell

Kairos 23 team members regroup

between meal preparations and support

for the October prison ministry in

Bennettsville, S.C.

to thrive and energize as they listened to

the personal presentations of Kairos team

members.

"A lot of good things happened on

this weekend and a lot of hearts were

cracked open. Now it is up to the indi-

viduals to take the next steps on their

spiritual journey," said Smith. "One of the

best parts of Kairos is that we go back

every month and help with tliose steps."

The inmates also gained support

from beyond the walls of the prison. Dur-

ing the weekend, they heard and read

prayer wishes and Christian greetings

from other Kairos groups from prison

units throughout the United States and

abroad.

"So many people from the outside

care for us here on the inside," said an

inmate. "Now I can embrace another

brother without fear."

Prayer wheels, each representing a

24»-hour period, were posted daily in the

meeting area of the gymnasium. Men
,

found hope and courage as they saw i

many names of parishioners within other

churches who were praying for them at

any given hour.

"I never felt so much love; never from

my famUy," said another inmate. 'This is

real, and God is coming back."

Parishioners also baked dozens of

cookies for inmates. The 42 inmates who
participated in the Walk shared the cook-

ies with the other 1,800 residents in the

facility each day of the Kairos weekend.

The sharing helped to bond many to- I

gether in prayer and through words of

support.

"I used to always hear a voice saying,

'Serve the devil, serve the devil.' But here

all I could hear was, 'Serve Jesus, serve

Jesus,'" said an inmate. "My graduation

from high school and the birth of my
baby girl were proud days. Now I can

add Kairos to that list."

Contact Correspondent Steplien Uzzell

by calling (704) 545-0498 or e-mail

}iatz@infionline. net.

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
of December:

Rev. Msgr. Francis M. Smith 1983

Rev. Vincent M. Sto/ces 1979

Rev Tfiomas McAvoy 1978

Rev Michael J. Hoban 1995

Sponsored by the Knights of Coiunobus
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Bishops support bill

to treat mentally ill

offenders
WASHINGTON (CNS) —

Washington Cardinal Theodore E.

McCarrick, chairman of the U.S. bish-

ops' Committee on Domestic Policy

said legislation that would ensure

mentally ill criminal offenders get the

treatment they need is a good start to

address the needs of mentally ill pris-

oners.

Cardinal McCarrick commented
on the Mentally 111 Offender Treat-

ment and Crime Reduction Act of

2003 in a letter to Sen. Mike DeWine,
R-Ohio, who introduced the bill.

The cardinal noted that while the

mentally ill population poses a diffi-

cult challenge to society and to the

criminal justice system, many indi-

viduals suffering from a mental ill-

ness are being housed in prisons and

jails across the country.

He quoted the bishops' 2000 pas-

toral statement, "Responsibility, Re-
habilitation and Restoration: A
Catholic Perspective on Crime and
Criminal Justice," which stated that

"while government has an obligation

to protect the community from those

who become aggressive or violent be-

cause of mental illness, it also has a

responsibility to see that the offender

receives the proper treatment for his

or her illness."

The legislation passed in the Sen-
ate Oct. 29. The House has yet to vote

on a similar measure.

The cardinal praised the legisla-

tion for promoting collaborative ef-

forts to help the mentally ill.

"Establishing a network of ser-

vices for offenders with mental illness

would also promote public safety by
curbing recidivism among this popu-
lation," he added.

GIVING 'THE HOPE OF A NORMAL DAY'

St. Margaret Mary parishioners assist

women prisoners
BY DIANNE M.A. RIGGS

CORRESPONDENT

BLACK MOUNTAIN — Volun-

teers can be far more important to in-

mates than many people realize.

For many inmates who earn "off-

site" privileges from Black Mountain
Correctional Center for Women, a mini-

mum security prison, they are unable to

leave the facility on temporary allow-

ances because there are no volunteers to

accompany them.

"Some women have been (in prison)

for years," said Mary White, a prison vol-

unteer from St. Margaret Mary Church in

Swannanoa. "How ready can tliey be to re-

enter society if they never go out'' Taking

women out is a simple thing."

Volunteers accompany inmates to

do ordinary things: to go shopping, to

get fast food, to take a walk at Lake
Tomahawk, or to go to church. For
women who have been in prison for a

long time, said White, some ordinary

things can become very different because

of technology, such as the self-checkout

counters at grocery stores.

White became involved in prison

ministry more than seven years ago af-

ter reading in the church bulletin about

women wanting to go to Mass but hav-

ing no one to take them.

"That seemed terrible to me for

someone to be in trouble and be unable

to go to Mass," said White.-

The first time White took out an

inmate, she was nervous and "stum-

bling, bumbling." However, the experi-

ence turned out to be a very enjoyable.

"I have always been treated with

respect, thanked," she said.

fi^ HELP!
The Catholic News & Herald is cleaning

up the mailing list and we need your help!

If you are receiving more than one copy of this newspaper

each week, please help us reduce costs by letting us know.

CaU (704) 370-3333 any time
— leave a message and please spell your name,

or email: catholicnews@charlottediocese.org

or write: 1 123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!

THE "LAST KISS" OF YOUR LIFE

"LAST KISS" hyH\ch Staley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"A treasure trove ofheavenlyperceptions! LUSCIOUS, TENDER, ATTUNEDTOTHE
EAR OFTHE SPIRrr. Last Kiss gives lastingpleasure to all ages and every walk of lite!"

—Rev James Sheehan, author of The Father Who Didn't Know My Name

To order, mall check or money order (no credit cards) to:

Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544. Charlotte, NC 28277
$13.95
plus $2.50 shipping

Photo by I

Father Frank Seabo, pastor of St. Margaret Mary Church in Swannanoa, stands with

inmate Darlene Dills and volunteer Kathleen Sacco. Attending Mass is considered a

vital step in a Catholic inmate's rehabilitation and re-entry into society.

"Jesus said we have to visit people in

prison. (He was) pretty specific ... he said

for us to do that," said White. "We are all

made in his image."

White recruited Kathleen Sacco to

take prisoners on outings. Sacco, who has

taken one woman to Mass for almost five

years, believes ifmore Catkolic volunteers

took an interest in prisoners, inmates

would return to the Catholic Church.

White said the stereotype of a female

prisoner is that of a loathsome person.

"You meet them and discover they

are like anyone else ... they are like your

next-door neighbor's daughter," she said.

Because the women's prison is rela-

tively small — only 80 inmates — it is

not eligible for a state-provided chaplain.

However, the Black Mountain ecumeni-

cal Christian community considers a

chaplain essential. White became in-

volved in the chaplaincy committee sev-

eral years ago and is currently serving

as its chair. This committee, she said,

exists only to raise the needed $38,000

per year to supply the prison with a half-

time chaplain.

"People incarcerated have no one to

share their faith with," said Margaret
Knopt, a St. Margaret Mary parishioner

and certified public accountant who
serves as the committee's treasurer. "Can

you imagine any more of a (time) when
you would need your faith?"

Knopt believes it is important for

Catholics to be represented on the ecu-

menical committee. She is also hopeful

that more Catholics will financially sup-

port the chaplaincy effort at the prison.

"I think all churches in our diocese

have a social responsibility to this minis-

try and to the women who are strug-

gling to rebuild their lives without a

whole lot of help," said White.

She said there are "more and more
Catholic women" in prison.

According to Rev. Debra Rice, an

Episcopal priest and chaplain, being in

prison is especially difficult for women
because most of them are mothers or

grandmothers and they are often the

primary care givers.

She said prison is devastating for

them because they miss the "everyday

milestones" in their children's lives, such

as the baby's first step, the first baseball

game. A fundamental issue for them is

"who will care for my children?"

Religious volunteers can gi\'e "the

hope of a normal day," said Rice.

"The women here want to feel nor-

mal and that means being accepted by

others and by God — and (to know)

that they haven't been discarded."

Rice stressed the need for "off-site"

volunteers. She said it is especially impor-

tant for Catholics— volunteers and pris-

oners— at certain liturgical times ofyear.

"Nothing is quite as satisfying and

uplifting as being part of a community
you're familiar with," she said.

WANT TO HELP?

For more information on St. Margaret

Mary's prison ministry, contact Mary White

at (828) 669-4543.

Can you answer "YES" to any of these questions?

1. Do you need a good buyerfor a car, house, -property, etc. ?

2. Do you need a renterfor a vacation place, house, or other property?

3. Do you need qualified employees for your business?

4. Does your church or organization need good employees?

If SO, put THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD to work for YOU!
Over 125,000 READERS could see your classified ad in this paper

every week - for only 60 cents per word ($12 minimum)!

CALL Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 today!
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Book to help find 'small s'

sacraments
REVIEWED BY ELIZABETH

RACKOVER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

This book is a "small s" sacrament.

Let me explain: Life, as described by

author Kathy Coffey, is a series of minor

blessings, prayers and surprises mas-

querading as daily chores, getaways, er-

rands, sidebars and commitments. In

the same way, a series of memories,

meditations and "small r" revelations to-

gether shape the enlightening message

of "Immersed in the Sacred."

Samuel Taylor Coleridge said it

pretty well se\eral centuries ago: "He

prayeth best, who loveth best / All

things both great and small." It's easy to

see the great miracles of this world —

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: NOV. 30, 2003

"Immersed in the Sacred: Discover-

ing the "Small S" Sacraments," by

Kathy Coffey Ave Maria Press (Notre

Dame, Ind., 2003). 191 pp., $12.95.

birth, heroic rescues, selfless sacrifices,

the outpouring of human compassion in

response to a great tragedy. Coffey, an

editor and frequent workshop speaker,

shares with her readers the "small s"

sacraments of daily life.

'The only door we have to the abso-

lute, the only bridge to the sacred begins

in this world, opens through concrete

and specific places," Coffey writes in a

chapter called "Gazebo: Place of Recon-

ciliation." If we can see the divine in the

mundane, it makes each day holy.

Coffey writes that grace "creeps into

the unlikeliest cracks and the most un-

seemly surprises." The possibility of

grace "helps alle\'iate the burden ofdrag-

ging ourselves to ... yet another drudg-

ery. We begin to see how 'sacramental

rites wait to be replicated in our quotid-

ian lives: simple grace."' She says that

these "small s" sacraments "transcend

denominational boundaries and open a

way to all seekers who want to deepen

their ordinary experience."

In this diary of extended personal

essays Coffey proposes scenarios for

readers to discover their own prayers

and blessed surprises. She finds sacra-

mental moments not just in a snow-

bound hotel room but also in a depart-

ment store dressing room. (I can't wait

for my next run-in with the ironing, for

instance, so I can see just how much

holiness I can divine from pressing table

linens and blue jeans!)

Coffey has chapters on the sacra-

ments of fi"iends, family, strangers and

my personal favorite, since I discovered

"The Power and the Glory" only re-

cently, "Graham Greene's Unlikely

Saints."

Coffey is a very good writer. Her

style is very informal with a friendly

tone, and her structure is superb. She

writes, "The crafting of words has al-

ways delighted me; I play with their

beauty and weigh their meanings as

some would handle precious stones."

To tell the truth, I feel a bit shy

writing about her book because her

communication skills are vastly superior

to my own. I can only encourage you to

take a moment to find this book and tuck

into it a pen to make notes about some of

her precious stones.

Then, armed with new eyesight for

"small s"' sacraments, go on out to the

garden, or your office, or the laundry

room, or out into rush hour traffic and

create something precious of your own.

You'll be surprised by what's out there

— your own divinity, your own spiritu-

ality. Your own "small s" sacraments.

Enjoy.

Rackover, a writer afid publicist, lives

with her family in RocJiester Hills, Mich.,

and teaches in the religious education pro-

gram at St. Irenaeus Church.

DON'T PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!

!

You could be singing too after more tlian

125,000 readers see YOUR company's
ad iiere!

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too!

©atholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now! MM— IMWMII

Nov. 30, First Sunday,

of Advent

Cycle CReadings:

1) Jeremiah 33:14-16

Psalm 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14

2) 1 Thessalonians 3:\2-4':'2

3) Gospel: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

When we left our son at college,

the dean's office was eager to assist

parents in dealing with this momen-
tous transition. In the information

packet, they gave us was a sheet out-

lining various key experiences stu-

dents inevitably have.

"During the first semester," the pa-

per read, "your student will ..." followed

by a laundry list of things to expect.

Some of these guaranteed experiences

were reassuring, precisely what you

hope for your children when you send

them offto college:

"Your student will ... make new
friends, be exposed to life-changing

ideas, deal with new responsibilities and

freedoms," etc. Other,s were, frankly,

somewhat scary: 'Tour student will ...

have relationship problems, be home^'

sick, feel overwhelmed by academic chal-

lenges, embrace ideas and values differ-

ent fi-om their parents." The last item on

the list was designed to allay parental

fears: "Your student will be OK."

Transitions are difficult, and the

bigger the transition the stronger tht

impulse to anxiety and panic. Ir

today's Gospel reading, the transition

Jesus warns his disciples about is the

biggest of all: the radical transforma-

tion of the world and his return as

glorious judge. It's no wonder that he

predicts terror and dismay. But note

that he does so neither to demonstrate!

his knowledge of the future nor tc

frighten his listeners, but to warn anc

reassure them.

The key to survi\'ing the tribulatior

of great upheaval is staying awake

avoiding the impulse to shut our eyes

until it's over or to distract oursehej

from our experience in hopes that ii

might not really be happening.

As Advent advances, let us pray foi

the grace to recognize in the turmoO anc

tribulation of the world and of our live.'

signs of Christ's imminent presence —
coming not to fi-ighten but to heal anc

save us. I!

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 30 • DECEMBER 6

Sunday (First Sunday of Advent), Jeremiah 33:14-16, 1 Thessalonians 3:12—4:2, Luke 21:25-28

34-36; Monday (Advent Weekday), Isaiah 2:1-5, Matthew 8:5-11; Tuesday (Advent Weekday), Isaial

11:1-10, Luke 10:21-24; Wednesday (St. Francis Xavier), Isaiah 25:6-1 Oa, Matthew 15:29-37; Thurs

day (St. John of Damascus), Isaiah 26:1-6, Matthew 7:21, 24-27; Friday (Advent Weekday), Isaial

29:17-24, Matthew 9:27-31; Saturday (St. Nicholas), Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26, Matthew9:35-10:1, 5a, 6^

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 13

Sunday (Second Sunday of Advent), Baruch 5:1-9, Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11, Luke 3:1-6; Monda;

(The Immaculate Conception), Genesis 3:9-15, 20, Luke 1:26-38; Tuesday (St. Juan Diego]

Isaiah 40:1-11, Matthew 18:12-14; Wednesday (Advent Weekday), Isaiah 40:25-31, Matthew 11 :2£

30; Thursday (Advent Weekday), Isaiah 41:13-20, Matthew 11:11-15; Friday (Our Lady o

Guadalupe), Zechariah 2:14-17, Luke 1:39-47; Saturday (St. Lucy), Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11, Matthe\

17:9a, 10-13

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Selection

"Nothing Could Be Finer'

Lowest
Prices

Members ofSt. Gabriel

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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CROSIER CARVING

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkav

GREENSBORO — Bishop Peter J. Jugis, with Paul and Francesca Nixon,

holds the wood crosier carved by Paul at the Greensboro Vicariate celebration at

- St. Paul the Apostle Church Nov. 1 7.

Paul, a well-known woodcarver in the Triad area, incorporated Celtic symbolism

into the ceremonial crosier, which is currently on loan to St. Paul the

Apostle Church.

Carved into the crosier are a Celtic Lion (symbolic of St. Mark), a snake (symbolic

of rebirth to the Celtics), two intertwined dragons (symbolic of two poweiful belief

systems). Also represented is a monk lookingforward to Christianity and a Celtic

warrior looking backward to the past with his pagan tendencies.

The crosier took seven months to complete. Paul says he intends to donate the crosier

to Bishop Jugis in the very nearfuture.

St. Mary celebrates 75 years

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

PRINCIPAL: St. Anthony of Padua Catholic

grade school. Southern Pines, NC is accepting

curriculum vitae for the position of principal.

School curriculum is faithful to the
magesteruim of the Church. Applicants must
have master's degree and be state certified in

education. Salary commensurate with experi-

ence. Please send Curriculum vitae to: The Very
Reverend Jeffrey A. Ingham, V.F., St. Anthony
of Padua Catholic Church, 175 E. Connecticut

Avenue, Southern Pines, NC 28.387

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704.)84S-1416.

HOME: Senior Citizens Community. Lake
Norinan area. 2 bedrooms, kitchen, living room,

dining area, 2 bathrooms. Interior completely

updated; Community has lots of friendly people.

Call owner: 704-662-9318.
"

FOR RENT

RETAIL STORE: 800 square foot building in

Chimney Rock, NC in the heart of thriving

tourist village. $1000/month. Calf Peter
O'Leary (828) 625-2<1.79.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

Howto order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We have been very pleased with the readers' response to our ad in

Tlie Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number

ofpublications and none has produced the interest and response we've received

from The Catholic News.

"

— Jill B.Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angels

Catholic
NEW^«ERALD

CALL TODAY for low rates to tell over 125, 000 readers

every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

ST. MARY, from page 1

celebrate and give thanks for all of the

blessings God has showered upon our

parish over the last 75 years," said

Vincentian Father Michael Mahn
Nguyen, who was first assigned to St.

Mary Church in 1995 as a transi-

tional deacon and is now pastor.

St. Mary Church kicked off its 75th

year celebrations with a Benediction and

Mass in January, the first of many events

planned throughout the year to celebrate

the multicultural growth of the parish. On
Nov. 22, 2003, the parish celebrated the

75th anniversar}' of the church with a

special dinner.

"Seventy-five years is a relatively

short period of time, but it is a milestone

that we celebrate today," said parishioner

Michael Diamond, who served as emcee.

"We have evolved fi"om a small mission-

ary Afi-ican-American church to a full-

fledged, diverse, three-language, one-faith

service community."

Consecrated in September 1928, the

Afi-ican-American mission has grown to

include a broad cross section of nationali-

ties and customs from every continent in

the world except Antarctica.

"I am happy to be here to witness all

of the accomplishments that were made
by the parishioners (and the priests) of St.

Mary," said Virginia Smith, a longtime

parishioner.

Smith was baptized at two years old

in the church in 1937. She said the final

celebration of the 75th anniversary year

was "very important because it is one of

those occasions that bring many of St.

Mary's diverse people together united as

the Body of Christ."

Smith recalled "the parish starting

out with 12 people and rapidly growing

to 100 people, while today there are over

390 families in the parish and it is still

growing."

Growth dictated the need for expan-

sion, and on June 23, 2002, St. Mary
parishioners broke ground on their new
parish center to replace the facility that

once housed a middle school. In addition

to eight classrooms, three offices and a

full-size kitchen, the new center was de-

signed to seat 350 people for Mass or 250

for a sit-down dinner.

"It is good for us to be here as a people

united in Christ, ever reaching out to

more diverse groups as we work together

at building the community of God," said

Madaline Shaw, a parishioner who con-

verted to Catholicism in the 1950s.

The parish welcomed Catholic Viet-

namese and Montagnards as they ar-

rived in the area and by October 1995,

Sunday Mass in Vietnamese became a

reality with native Vietnamese Father

Nguyen as celebrant.

That same year, the Vincentians sent

Father Joe Elzi to celebrate Mass for the

growing Hispanic population.

In 2000, the parish celebrated its first

multicultural Mass and festival. By 2001,

more than 500 parishioners celebrated at

this annual event.

"Ours is a parish that li\ es the mes-

sage of the Gospel, because we literally

clothe the poor and shelter tiie liomeless

as we go about looking for opportunities

to unite our parish," said Diamond.

The parish has become involved in a

variety of ministries, including the St.

Vincent de Paul Society, the SHARE food

ministry program, faith formation and

Knights of Columbus.

'Today is the culmination of 75 years

of fidelity and faithfulness to the teachings

and, commands of Jesus Christ," said

Vincentian Father Robert Stone, paro-

chial vicar. "It is an opportunity to thank

God for giving us another day as we
continue (our fidelity) each day. This is a

wonderful challenge that the parish will

face for many years to come."

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For the history of St. Mary Church,

read the Parish Profile on page 12.

National Night
of Prayer for

pro-life issues
CHARLOTTE — The National

Night of Prayer will be held Dec. 8-9, on

the eve of the feast of the Immaculate

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The event is a pro-life prayer service

involving exposition and adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament, recitation of the ro-

sary, silent meditation and Benediction.

"People assemble to ask God's help

and forgiveness for sins against our most
vulnerable brothers and sisters — the

unborn," said Maggi Nadol, director of

the diocesan Respect Life Office.

Parishes are to begin the night at 9

p.m. Dec. 8, the feast of the Immaculate

Conception, and continue until 1 a.m.

Dec. 9, when Our Lady of Guadalupe

appeared to Juan Diego in Mexico.

Fourteen churches will participate

in the National Night of Prayer:

Albemarle Vicariate

Sacred Heart Church, Salisbury

Ashevllle Vicariate

Basilica of St. Lawrence, Asheville

Immaculate Conception Church,

Hendersonville (Dec. 9 only)

Boone Vicariate

St. Lucien Church, Spruce Pine

Charlotte Vicariate

St. Gabriel Church, Charlotte

St. Matthew Church, Charlotte

St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Charlotte

Gastonia Vicariate

Holy Spirit Church, Denver

Greensboro Vicariate

Our Lady of Grace Church, Greensboro

SL Joseph Church, Asheboro

St. Pius X Church, Greensboro

Hickory Vicariate

St. Aloysius Church, Hickory

Smoky Mountain Vicariate

St. Francis of Assisi Church, Franklin

Winston-Salem Vicariate

Good Shepherd Church, King
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Cronos and Kairos

ofAdvent 2003

Jesus challenges

us to reach

our goals

I asked a friend of mine if she was

a cronos-person or a kairos-person.

She repHed: "I am a Sagittarius."

Advent 2003 invites us to really

reflect on the meaning of waiting and

looking — for whom, for what? In

both instances, time is the key.

There are two Greek words in the

New Testament for time. One is

"cronos," which indicates time that

can be measured by the clock. The
second is "kairos," which means a

particular moment of time that gives

meaning to our lives.

Our technological world speaks

about quantity-time (cronos) and
quality-time (kairos). The cronos af-

fects our punch card, the kairos

touches us and unfolds a new discov-

ery, when we say, "Aha, I see!"

Advent 2003 perhaps is simply

cronos, therefore not different from

Advent 2001 or 2002; and 2004 will

not be different either. The clock will

never change or challenge our lives.

The wonder of Advent is that it is or

should be always a kairos in our lives.

What are we looking for?

As Jesus was walking one day,

John loo*ked upon Him and said to

those nearby, "Behold the Lamb of

God!"

Two of the disciples heard John

and followed Jesus.

He turned to them and said,

"What are you looking for?" (Jn.

1:38).

Their reply was: "Where do you

live?"

Jesus answered: "Come, and you
will see."

Jesus' question and answer to the

disciples is a timeless one (kairos). It

applies to all people of all generations.

Whenever we are looking for some-

one or something, we probably will find

it. If we are looking for goodness in

people, we can find it; if we are looking

for the evil, we can find that, too.

This Advent season should make
us aware of our life's goal. How many
are not really clear about what they

want and where they are going?

When Jesus saw the two dis-

Guest

Column

KAl'llKR .lOllX

AURILIA,
OFM Cap

ciples, they followed Him. Their goal

was clear and unmistakable. When
we set our goals, we want to make
sure that they are definite, concrete

and reachable. It doesn't matter if

they are short-range or long-range

goals as long as we apply the prin-

ciple of the "maximum required not

the minimum necessary."

The task of reaching our goals is

a lifetime project and it requires hard

work. Genius has been defined as 10

percent inspiration and 90 percent

perspiration.

Furthermore, if a goal can be

reached easily, it is, in all probability,

not a worthy goal.

A young man, who was fasci-

nated by the mastery and dexterity of

an outstanding pianist, said, "Master,

I would give my whole life to play as

you do." The master replied, "I did."

Maybe in this process, we experi-

ence days of failure and days of suc-

cess, days of disappointment and
days of optimism. So be it. That's part

of the whole package. It's OK to say,

"This is one of my bad days. Tomor-
row will be better."

The last requirement of reaching

goals is to have patience. Rome was

not built in one day, but it was de-

stroyed in an hour. The courage to

wait (Advent) for what we are look-

ing for is already a progressive step

toward fulfillment.

So much depends on whom or

what you are looking for and if you

know how to wait. Let us not forget

that for every thousand people who
can talk, there is one who can think;

for every thousand people who can

think, there is one who can see.

My friends, when I ask you if you

are a cronos-person or a kairos-per-

son, don't tell me you are a Sagit-

tarius. During Advent, perhaps, we
may ask ourselves, "What or whom
are we waiting for?" Are we hearing

Jesus saying, "Come and see?"

Father John Aurilia is pastor ofIm-

maculate Conception Church in

Hendersonvillc.

After concert, pope tells

musicians song is pathway

to Christ
BY JOHN THAVIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Editor's note: Due to an early pub-

lishing date, we are unable to print text

from the pope's zveekly general audience

this week.

VATICAN CITY — Pope John

Paul II was treated to a concert of

choral music at the Vatican, and he

told the musicians that song was a

way .to move closer to Christ.

The pontiff attended the concert

at the Vatican audience hall Nov. 22,

the feast of St. Cecilia, traditionally

honored as the patron saint of musi-

cal performers.

"May St. Cecilia accompany each

of you from heaven, dear brothers

and sisters, and help you fully realize

your mission in the church," the pope

told the musicians after the perfor-

mance.

The saint, a Roman martyr who
according to legend played the organ,

"invites believers to walk with vigi-

lance toward the encounter with

Christ, gladdening the earthly pil-

grimage with the joy of song and

music," he said.

Some 20,000 musicians and sing-

ers came to Rome in mid-November
for the International Festival of Sa-

The Pope

Speaks

By CATHOLIC
NEWS SERVICE

cred Music and Art, held to com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of

the Italian St. Cecilia Association.

Among those attending were several

choirs from the United States.

Speaking at an Angelus blessing

the next day, the pope greeted the

musicians and artists who partici-

pated in the encounter. The pope,

speaking with a relatively strong

voice from his apartment window,
was applauded by thousands of

people in St. Peter's Square.

He said the feast of Christ the

King, celebrated Nov. 23, was an im-

portant day for all Christians, who
are reminded of their relationship

with Christ and his kingdom.
The contemplation of Christ as

king and creator of all things high-

lights "the mission of believers, who
are called to cooperate in a variety of

ministries and charisms in the con-

struction of his kingdom," he said.

Season of Giving
Facts that may spur greater charitable

giving this holiday season

PEOPLE IN AMERICA O O million

LIVING IN POVERTY ijO

million AMERICANS
OUT OF WORK

SURGE IN DEMAND AT
T"J TEXAS FOOD BANK

OiXilO YEAR DONATIONS DROPPED
LUUZ FOR FIRST TIME IN A DECADE

Sources: America's Second Harvest, The Chronicle of Philonfhropy © 2003 CNS Graphics
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A heartfelt Thanksgiving prayer
You can understand it if Jamie

Luketic says an extra Thanksgix ing

prayer this year. Next year, too, and, in

all likelihood, for a good inany years to

come. Jamie wUl be thankful for many
things, among them the sheer fact that

she's around to enjoy the holiday— not

to mention the hand of fate that placed a

total stranger in the right place at pre-

cisely the right time.

I read about Jamie and her extraor-

dinary story in a feature by Wayne
Coffey in the New York Daily News, and

it moved me so much that I wanted to be

sure to share it with you. I think you'll

see what I mean.

It all happened earlier this year, on

Saturday, Sept. 13, at Bowling Green

State University in Ohio, where Jamie, a

21-year-old junior at Baldwin-Wallace

College of Berea, Ohio, was running in a

meet along with other members of the

women's cross-country team. She loves

the sport. She didn't always; as a high

school freshman she quit track after two

weeks. But as Coffey explains, that was

the last time she quit anything.

She's a go-getter with a 3.9 grade

average, and somehow she still finds

time to captain the cross-country squad.

"She's the kind of athlete who keeps you

in coaching," her coach said. "She's an

overachiever."

The second person in the story —

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

the fellow who happened to be in the

right place at the right time— is Mark
McClure, cross-country coach at John

Carroll University, another of the Ohio

schools taking part in the meet. He came
to John Carroll last August, after nine

years as an assistant coach at Miami
University in Oxford, Ohio. Before leav-

ing Miami, McClure took a refresher

course in CPR and emergency medical

training. That turned out to have been a

pretty good decision.

The men's cross-country event had

gone off at 10 that morning; now it was

2 in the afternoon and the women were

about to start. McClure found the finish

line area was too crowded, and he

wanted to urge his runners on as they

came down the home stretch. So he

walked up the course, to a deserted area

a few hundred yards from the end. Then
the runners began to stream by.

One ofthem was Jamie, and it didn't

take tlie coacli's trained eye to see she

was in trouble. She was choking, and

suddenly went down on all fours near

the spot where McClure was standing.

"What's wrong?" he called out as he

rushed to her aid. She grabbed her

throat and began to turn pale. McClure
pulled her up and put one hand on her

back while he pressed in her abdomen. A
stone the size of penny shot out of

Jamie's mouth, a stone another runner

liad kicked up in such a way that, in

what must have been a mOlion-to-one

shot, it lodged in Jamie's throat. There it

would have stayed — unless, in another

million-to-one shot, somebody had been

there in that deserted area and came to

her aid. Someone with first aid training.

Someone who saved her life.

Jamie cried that night as she wrote

McClure a letter of thanks. He cried

when he read it. "I just know God was

looking out for me," she said. And at two
festive holiday tables this year in Ohio,

there'll be words of thanksgiving as

usual. This year, though, they'll be more
heartfelt than ever.

For afree copy ofthe Christopher News
Note, "The Greatest Gift — Celebrating

Life, " write: The Christophers, 12 East 48th

Street, New Tork, NT 10017; or e-mail

maiI@christophers.org.

Did the prime minister

receive Communion

in Rome?
Q. I am writing in response to

your recent column about non-Catho-

lics receiving Communion in the

Catholic Church. You said the Holy
Father gave Communion to British

prime minister Tony Blair, and indi-

cated that event as one possible indica-

tion of a change in conditions for Prot-

estants receiving Catholic Commun-
ion. Three of our parishioners were
disturbed and asked me about it.

Blair's wife is Catholic, he is not.

Did the pope give Communion to Mr.
Blair at a papal Mass earlier this

year? There were rumors to that ef-

fect, but they were never confirmed
and were publicly rejected by some
who were there.

I give below some information

from John Allen of the National
Catholic Reporter, in an article of
March 28, 2003. "I don't like to write

about rumors," he said, "unless I'm in

a position to settle them.... I don't

know what really happened.... Several

Ireaders have contacted me, however,
wanting to know about the incident."

The story first broke in the
Church Times, an Anglican publica-

tion, Allen reported, which attributed

the information to a Roman liturgist.

This liturgist was not at the Mass,

denied having privileged information

and later denied having said that Mr.
Blair received Communion.

Both the Vatican and 10 Down-
ing Street are treating the matter as a

strictly private affair. A Vatican
spokesman told Allen it would be "in-

correct" for the Holy See to confirm or

deny an incident pertaining to the

prime minister's private life.

Aside from the Blair family, the

Mass was attended by a few seminar-

ians. One said Mr. Blair went in the

Communion line with his arms
crossed, as if wanting to receive a

blessing, but a priest (not the pope),

perhaps unaware of the meaning of

the gesture, gave him Communion
anyway.

Other seminarians say they saw
no such thing. Another journalist de-

scribed someone who was "fully

briefed" about the Mass and who is

adamant that Blair did not receive

Communion. "I Allen] don't know
what happened, and short of a per-

sonal statement from Blair, I doubt
the uncertainty can be resolved."

Question

Comer
FATHER JOHN

DIETZEN
CNS Columnist

Thus far Mr. Allen. The implica-

tion that the Holy Father gave Holy
Communion when there's no proof

that he did can scandalize the faithful.

I'm hoping you will clarify this in the

immediate future. (Massachusetts)

A. The alleged ministration of the

Eucharist by the pope to a Protestant

head of state was widely discussed

and analyzed last spring, with sev-

eral usually reliable sources implying

the rumors were true.

I'm grateful to the pastor who
passed along the above information.

Obviously, there is no present basis

for using that event as a credible ele-

ment in evaluating the lawfulness of

Communion to people who are not

Catholic.

The conditions listed in the 1993

Vatican ecumenical directory still ap-

ply. Any official changes would not

find their way into Catholic policy so

obliquely, but would be promulgated

much more specifically and directly.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

Tlie beiis of

forgiveness

KATHY
SCHMUGGE

Guest Columnist

I have one object that holds a special

place in my heart and it is a gold orthodox

cross that sits on my mantle, the remains of

a crystal bell that a fiiend brought from

Russia years ago. She bought it when she

traveled abroad to bring home her 18-

month-old Russian child, Grace, whom
she and her husband adopted.

This fragment of a bell symbolizes so

much to me. Because the religious piece

was made during a time when it was

against the law to even sing a Christmas

carol, I appreciate that someone risked his

life so that I could have it in my home. I-

also am thankful I live in a country where

I am free to practice my faith, thankfiil I

can share this reflection with you and not

have to fear persecution.

A few years ago, my beloved bell

came crashing to the floor of my fire-

place. My daughter had reached for it,

hoping to ring it without my notice. I

remember hearing it shatter from sev-

eral rooms away. I was devastated and

sent everyone out of the room, weeping

as I carefully picked up hundreds of

glass slivers scattered about the floor.

After an hour, my four-year-old

bravely came info the room. As I held tight

to the only salv ageable piece ofthe bell, the

cross, he said gentiy, "Mom, you know you

have to forgive, because God forgives."

At that moment, I knew that the bell

and cross — and the faith they symbol-

ized— was only a token ofsentimentality

if I did not look beyond my treasured bell

and see an opportunity to show forgive-

ness to the children I treasure so much
more. I called everyone into the room
where the "I am sorry" and "I forgive you"

were joined with lo\'ing hugs.

So why am I thankful for this ortho-

dox cross that once sat on top ofa delicate

crystal beU? First, it represents how pre-

cious life is because my friend traveled

many mUes and spent money she did not

have so Grace could have a mom and dad

and know what love looks, smells and

feels like. It represents the value of faith

and how some Christians persev ered

even during the most difficult times, tak-

ing risks and never looking back. Its

brokenness reminds me of how fragile I

am and yet God in his mercy reaches out

with a helping hand that can come in the

whisper of a small child.

The bell fragment continues to be a

s3anbol to me of God's goodness and

generosity. We all need to be thankful

for the gift of faith that is more precious

than any object or earthly possession

and thankful for a country that allows

each of us to share this faith with others.

God bless and Happy Thanks-
giving.
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St Mary Church evolves as center of

diversity for Greensboro Catholics

Parish celebrates 75 years ofmulticulturalism

Photo by George Cobb

In June 2002, St. Mary Church broke ground on their new parish center to replace

the facility that once housed the middle school. In addition to eight classrooms,

three offices and a full-size kitchen, the new center was designed to seat 350

people for Mass or 250 for a sit-down dinner.

GREENSBORO — St. Mary
Church was established in the late

1920s to support increasing numbers

of Greensboro-area Catholics. Today,

the 391-family parish joins five other

Greensboro Catholic churches to

compose one of the highest concentra-

tions of Catholics in the Diocese of

Charlotte.

St. Mary Church, originally com-

prised of a mostly African-American

congregation, was consecrated with

its first Mass by Bishop William J.

Hafey of Raleigh on Sept. 16, 1928.

That same month, at the invitation of

Bishop Hafey, Daughters of Charity

of St. Vincent de Paul from Baltimore,

Md., opened the parish school to a

dozen children. The student popula-

tion rapidly grew to exceed 100.

The church was soon given par-

ish status with Josephite Father

Charles Hannigan, a missionary

priest known for building churches,

as the founding pastor.

Due to the growing number of

Catholics in the area, a new church

building, with the Blessed Mother as

its patron, was constructed in 1936 to

accommodate 150 people and it was

dedicated on Nov. 1 of that year un-

der the guidance of Passonist Father

Patrick Darrah

In August 1939, the first priests

of the Congregation of the Mission

arrived to minister at St. Mary
Church, thereby beginning a pastor-

ate that continues today. This order

of priests, also known as Vincentians,

was founded in France in 1625 by St.

Vincent de Paul, who also co-estab-

lished the order of sisters who arrived

in Greensboro in 1928 to staff the

school.

In the late 1940s came a name
change for St. Mary Church — in

1948, Bishop Vincent Waters of Ra-

leigh granted a request that the

church be called Our Lady of the Mi-

raculous Medal. This church was offi-

cially known as such until 1972,

when again the church was placed

under the patronage of St. Mary.

The St. Mary Church community

played a role in the building up of the

Catholic Church in western North

Carolina during the 1950s and be-

yond. In 1951, the priests of the

Greensboro parish began ministering

to the mission congregation of

Reidsville. Their pastorate lasted un-

til 1968, when Holy Infant Church

was given parish status.

Dwindling enrollment forced the

parish to close its four-room middle

school in 1972. The building, how-

ever, remained a part of the parish

landscape, serving as a parish center

and host to a variety of ministerial

and social activities, including those

of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, the

SHARE food ministry program, faith

formation and Knights of Columbus.

Because of the welcoming atmo-

sphere of St. Mary Church, Catholic

Vietnamese and Montagnards soon

St. Mary Church

812 Duke Street

Greensboro, N.C. 27401

(336) 272-8650

Vicariate: Greensboro

Pastor: Vincentian Father Michael

Manh Nguyen

Parochial Vicar: Vincentian Father

Robert Stone

Number of Families: 391

Vincentian Father

Michael Manh Nguyen

came to worship. By October 1995,

Sunday Mass in Vietnamese became a

reality with Vietnamese Vincentian

Father Michael Mahn Nguyen as cel-

ebrant.

That same year, the Vincentians

sent Father Joe Elzi to celebrate

Masses for the growing Hispanic

population.

The parish has become a

multicultural community consisting of

people and races fi-om every continent

in the world except Antarctica. In 2000,

the parish celebrated its first

multicultural Mass and festival. By

2001, more than 500 parishioners came

to celebrate this annual parish event.

Parish growth continued over

15% off with this coupon

Now
at2 great

locations!

the years, and on June 23, 2002,

parishioners of St. Mary Church
broke ground on their new parish

center to replace the facility that

once housed the middle school. In

addition to eight classrooms, three

offices and a full-size kitchen, the

new center was designed to seat 350

people for Mass or 250 for a sit-

down dinner.

St. Mary Church kicked off its

75th year celebrations with a Bene-^

diction and Mass Jan. 14-15, 2003,

the first of many events planned

throughout the year to celebrate the

multicultural growth of the parish.

On Nov. 22, 2003, the parish cel-

ebrated the 75th anniversary of the

church with a special dinner.

Vincentian Father Vincent
Finnerty, former priest in residence at

St. Mary Church and diocesan direc-

tor of Hispanic ministry, is now pas-

tor at Our Lady of Guadalupe
Church in Charlotte. Vincentian Fa-

ther Nguyen, former parochial vicar

of St. Mary under Vincentian Father

Robert Prior, now serves as pastor.

Today, between 1,000 and

1,2000 people attend Mass every

Sunday at St. Mary Church.

C
Cc

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzima
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus
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South Charlotie^^^^^^^SSEE^^^ Lake Norma

The Catholic Company Outlet Store The Catholic Company - Lake Norman

228 Zimmer Rd

Fort Mill, SC 2971

5

803-396-5399 ext. 240

Mon-Frl: 10am -5pm

5 min. south ofBallantyne and 1-485

1-485 to Hwy 521 (Johnston Rd).

Go south approx.5 miles. Shortly after

crossing the state line, turn left at the

BP station.Go % mile and turn left into

Zimmer Business Park - #228.

CatholicCompany.com

1 9905 W. Catawba Ave. , Suite 106

Cornelius, NC 28031

704-655-9090

IMon,Wed,Thu, Fri: 10am - 6pm
Tue:10am-7pm
Sat: 10am -3pm

In Johnsbury Square - next to Rosetti's

177 to Exit 28 Catawba Ave.

Go west for Vi mile.

The store is on the North side of street.

LakeNorman.CatholicCompany.com



www.charlottedioccsc^ors

Roman Catholic

Diocese of Charlotte

Established Jan. 12, 1972
by Pope Paul VI

DECEMBER 5, 2003

NEW^AIERALD
SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

A country of conflict and crisis HAS VATICAN

CHANGED POSITION

ON IRAQ WAR, OR HAS

WAR CHANGED IRAQ?

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Followers of a radical Shiite cleric pray in front of a U.S. Army tank during tfie Islamic festival of Eid

al-Fitr in the Baghdad, Iraq, suburb of Al Sadr Nov. 25. The Vatican's representative in Iraq has said

a military withdrawal now would be the worst option.

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY —
Early this year, during the

countdown to the Iraq War,
Pope John Paul II and his

Vatican aides wasted no op-

portunity to broadcast their

opposition to a U.S.-led in-

vasion.

They warned that

besides being unjust, an in-

vasion would be counterpro-

ducti_ve — it would leave

many dead and wounded,
destroy Iraqi infrastructure,

increase the hardships on ci-

vilians, increase political

pressures on Iraqi Chris-
tians, ignite civil strife in the

country, weaken the United

Nations and foment global

terrorism.

Fast-forward eight
months, and it seems that

most or all of the Vatican's

warnings were accurate, but

See IRAQ, page 6
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Worid AIDS Day
draws support

fromcliurches
BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON —
From Washington to Dakar,

Senegal, Catholic bishops

joined in marking World AIDS
Day Dec. 1 with promises of

support for those with HIV/
AIDS and encouragement to

change behaviors that lead to

the spread of the disease.

In Rome, Pope John Paul

II and the head of the Vatican

office for health care encour-

aged Catholics to join them in

praying for people with HIV/
AIDS and to care for those

with the disease.

Catholic organizations

worked on AIDS pre\ention

across Asia.

In Dakar, the S;yTnposium

ofEpiscopal Conferences ofAf-

rica and Madagascar, which

represents the bishops in

Africa, issued its first collective

statement on HIV/AIDS,
proposing a plan of action in-

volving work with parishes,

See AIDS, page 6

FROM LEBANON TO NORTH CAROLINA

Maronite Catholics seek to strengthen,

grow their church in Southeast
BY JOHN STRANGE
NC Catholic Staff

DURHAM — Father Jo-

seph Thomas has a gift for

some North Carolina Catholics— a gift of "self-knowing" and
a return to the traditions of

their ancestors in the Maronite

Catholic Church.

"I encourage the people of

Maronite origin, people who
all their lives have heard the

word 'Maronite' but never

knew what it meant, to make
themselves available" and
open-minded when consider-

ing the Eastern church, Father

Thomas, pastor of the

Maronite Catholic mission of

St. Sharbel in Raleigh, told the

NC Catholic.

St. Sharbel hosted the

Nov. 14-16 Southeast regional

conference of the National

Apostolate of Maronites,
where much of the focus was

on how to strengthen and
grow the Maronite Catholic

Church in the Southeast.

The Maronite Church is

one of 22 Eastern Catholic

churches with origins in East-

ern Europe, Asia or Afi-ica, of-

ten identified by a national or

ethnic character. The
Maronites, for example, trace

their history back to St. Maron

See MARONITE, page 9

Photo by John Strange, NC Catholic

Father Joseph Thomas, pastor of St. Sharbel's Maronite Catholic

mission, identifies Maronite icons for a display at the Southeast

regional conference of the National Apostolate of Maronites in

Durham Nov. 14-16.
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

REMEMBERING RACHEL

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Family members of Rachel Scott, one of those killed in the Columbine High School

shootings, write messages May 27 on Rachel's cross, which is part of a permanent

memorial to the victims at Chapel Hill Cemetery in Littleton, Colo. From left are

Rachel's sisters Bethanee Scott McCandles and Dana Scott and cousin Jeff Scott.

Slain Columbine student's parent

addresses Catliolic liigli scliool

LOS ANGELES (CNS) — Beth

Nimmo, mother of Rachel Scott, one of

the Columbine High School students

killed during a shooting rampage at the

Littleton, Colo., school four years ago,

said the tragic event "demands a spiri-

tual response."

During a Nov ember ceremony at St.

Genevieve High School in Panorama

City, the mother of 17-year-old Rachel

told students and faculty members that

God was preparing people before the

killings on April 20 "for his witness."

According to Nimmo, Rachel —
whom she described as someone with "a

strong love and devotion to Jesus Christ

— had a premonition of her death and

wrote in a journal on May 2, 1998: 'This

will be my last year."

Other journal writings, gathered in

a book by Nimmo called "Journals of

Rachel Scott," reveal that the teen had a

"heavy heart" over the society "we've

created" where kids kill kids.

Nimmo displayed a drawing
Rachel had made in class the morning

of her death, which shows 13 tears fall-

ing fr-om a pair of eyes and a rose wa-

tered by 1 7 drops of blood. She said the

drawing symbolically represents the

13 Columbine victims, killed by two

fellow students, and the 1 7 years of her

daughter's life.

'There is triumph in Columbine —
many wonderful things have come out of

it," said Nimmo. "I'm proud that my
daughter died for something that's wor-

thy," she said, pointing out that the Col-

umbine killers were overheard taunting

Rachel for her Christian faith.

"Her life was all about character,"

the mother added.

Nimmo's address was part of a St.

Genevieve High School celebration rec-

ognizing the school's 2003 National

School of Character Award. More than

700 people attended the event.

According to Principal Dan Horn,

the staff at St. Genevieve's made a con-

scious decision to learn lessons from the

Columbine tragedy by creating a "more

welcoming environment for all."

He said the staff members also envi-

sioned the school as "a living monument to

all of tliose who had lost their lives or who

had lost loved ones to school violence."

Catholic educators

meetings to discuss

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Many
Catholic educators across the country

have been doing some extra home-

work this fall looking at where they

want Catholic schools, religious educa-

tion and campus ministry programs to

be in the future.

More than 100 regional meetings,

sponsored by the National Catholic

Educational Association, were sched-

uled from August to December and the

findings from all of these meetings will

be compiled for a symposium on

Catholic education to be held Jan. 8-1

1

in Washington to mark NCEA's
100th anniversary.

The results from that sjmiposium

will then be presented at the annual

NCEA convention in Boston next April.

About 90 Catholic educators at-

tended one of the regional meetings

Nov. 20-21 in Washington. Partici-

pants — including faculty members,

diocesan officials, catechetical and

Diocesan.
planner

attend regional

future roles

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — Paul Tate, with Deanna

Light and the St. Eugene choir, will perform a

community-wide Christian concert Dec. 1 2 at

7:30 p.m. at St. Eugene Church, 72 Culvern

St. Tate is nationally recognized for his work

as a composer, pianist and vocalist. He is the

director ofmusic and Hturgy at St. Brendan

Church in Camming, Ga. The concert is free

and open to the public. For more information,

call Nancy at St. Eugene, (828) 254-5 1 93.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratoiy of Divine Love Prayer Group in the

• parish hou.se the second and fourth Thurs-

days ofeach month at 1 p.m. or 7 p.m. Please

call {336) 372-8846 for specific time.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— St. Matthew Church, 80 1

5

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will sponsor a

family potluck on Dec. 1 2 at 6 p.m. in the New
Life Center Banquet room. After dinner, the

special guest speaker will be Linda Schaefer,

the last photojournalist personally invited to

make a photographic journey through Mother

Teresa's world. Schaefer also attended Mother

Teresa's beatification in Rome wit+i

Bishop Curlin. Call Sue VanderJeugdt (704)

541-8362 for more information.

CHARLOTTE— Father Patrick Winslow

will present an Advent retreatDec. 20, 9 a.m.-

3 p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul Church, 6828

campus ministry leaders — came from

the dioceses of Wilmington, Del., Ar-

lington and Richmond, Va., and
Wheeling-Charleston, W.Va., and the

Baltimore and Washington archdio-

ceses.

They spent the greater part of two

days in small groups discussing the

importance of Catholic identity, how
to shape future leaders, and the role of

Catholic schools and religious educa-

tion programs in society.

"What we're about today is to cre-

ate a shared vision of the mission of.

Catholic education for the 21st cen-

tury," Dan Curtin, NCEA's executive

director of Chief Administrators of'

Catholic Education, told participants.

He urged them to reflect on their

own experiences in Catholic education

and to relate them "to the larger world

of the American culture through the

eyes of faith" to come up with strate-

;

gies for the future.

Old Reid Rd. Call Peggy at (704) 588-73 11 for
^

reservations or e-mail bhoppy57@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE — The 50+ Club of St. John

Neumann Church, 845 1 Idlewild Rd., meets the

second Wednesday of each month at 1 1 a.m.

with a program and lunch in the parish center.

For more information, call Lucille Kroboth at

(704)537-2189.

CHARLOTTE— The Ladies Ancient Order of

HibemiansDWision 1 Mecklenburg County-St,

Brigid, an Irish-Catholic social and charitable

inter-parish group, meets the third Wednesday

ofeach month at 7:30 p.m. at St. Gabriel Church,

30 1 6 Providence Rd. Anyone in terested in their

Irish-Catholic roots, call Jeanmarie Schuler at

(704) 554-0720 for further information.

6AST0NIA VICARIATE

BELMONT— Queen ofthe Apostles Church,

503 N. Main St., will host a Supper-Study Series

Dec. !0 and 17 in the Family Center. Dinner

begins at 6 p.m. with children's acti\ ities at

6:30. Catechesis will take place 6:45-7:30 p.m.

Father Joe Zuschmidt will speak on the sacra-

ment of reconciliation, in preparation for the

parish Advent reconciliation ser\ ice Dec. 1 6 at 7

p.m. in the church. For details, call Dennis

Teall-Fleming at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26 or e-

mail teallfleming@yahoo.com.

GASTONIA— Is peace possible in our tim

What can we do to bring peace to our worl

Join us for the next Prayer Vigilfor PeaceD
15, 7-8 p.m. at St. Mark's Episcopal Chur

258 W. Franklin Blvd. Come pray with people

all faiths— Jewish, Christian, Muslim and ot

ers— as we gather together to ask the Lord

peace in our time. Ifyou have any questions
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican trims pope's Cliristmas

scliedule, omitting some January

events
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II's Christmas season

schedule has been trimmed, appar-

ently excluding his usual ordination

of new bishops on the Jan. 6 feast of

the Epiphany and his custom of bap-

tizing infants on the feast of the Bap-

tism of the Lord.

The pope's liturgical schedule for

December and January lists him as

presiding over six events, but does

not specify if he will be the principal

celebrant of the liturgies.

The Vatican released the 83-year-

old pope's schedule Nov. 25. The
schedule includes:

— Laying a wreath at a Marian

statue in central Rome on the Dec. 8

feast of the Immaculate Conception,

but not making his annual visit after-

need directions, contact St. Mark's Church
at (704) 864-4531 or Dennis Teall-Fleming

at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26, or

teallfleming@yahoo.co)n.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENBORO— The Greensboro Council of

Catholic Women in\ ites all women to its Christ-

mas Tea Dec. 1 1 , 2:30-4:30 p.m. at the Knights

of Columbus Hall, 2780 Horse Pen Creek Rd.

P'ood be collected for a local food pantry.

For details, call Janet Law at (336) 288-6022.

GUILFORD COUNTY—The Anaent Orderof
Hibemiaiu Guilford County Di\'ision, the oldest

and largest order of Irish Catholic men, is look-

ing for more Irish Catholic men to join them for

meetings, educational seminars and social

events. Contact Michael Slane at (336) 665-9264

for time and location.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY— The fourth annual presentation of

the reenactment ofthe St. Francis ofAssisi Crib at

Greccio will be held at the Catholic Conference

Center, 155 1 Trinity Ln., Dec. 7 at 3 p.m. The
theme for this year's live nativity scene will be

St. Francis and the sermon to the birds.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE— A supportgroupforparents

who have lost a childoiany age meets the second

Monday ofeach month at 7 p.m. at St. Therese
Church, 217 Brawley School Rd. We draw
strength from others' experience of loss and
grief For more information, call Joy at (704)
664-3992.

MOORESVILLE— Seniors ages 55 and up are

invited to St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley
School Rd., the second Saturday ofeach month
following the 5:30 Mass for Senior Games Night,

featuring games and a potluck dinner. Call Bar-

bara Daigler at (704) 662-9752 for details.

ward to the Basilica of St. Mary Ma-
jor.

— Christmas Mass at midnight

in St. Peter's Basilica.

— The Dec. 25 solemn blessing

"urbi et orbi" (to the city and the

world) at noon.
— An evening thanksgiving

prayer service Dec. 31 in St. Peter's

Basilica.

— The Jan. 1 Mass for the feast of

Mary, Mother of God, and World
Peace Day in St. Peter's Square.

In addition, Vatican Radio re-

ported the pope would not hold his

weekly general audiences Dec. 24 and
31. A Vatican official said because the

calendar did not go beyond Jan. 1

indicated no other papal liturgical

events were scheduled for the month.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

SYLVA— St. MaryChurch offers Adoration

ofthe Blessed Sacrament the first Saturday of

every month following the 9 a.m. Mass until 3

p.m. For information, call (828) 586-9496.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM— In recognition ofthe

ministry ofBetsy Meehan, who is presently

on sick leave fi-om her position as music direc-

tor of St. Leo the Great Church, the St. Leo
choir will present "Encounters with Christ: A
Celebration of the Birth, Passion, Death and

Resurrection ofOur Lord. "The concert will be

held Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. at St. Leo the Great

Church, 335 Springdale Ave. Admission is

free. For details call the church office at (336)

724-0561.

WINSTON-SALEM— Parents Together

and the Knights ofColumbus Council #2829
will host its Breakfast with SantaioT special-

needs children and their families Dec. 13,

9:30-1 1:30 a.m. at St. Leo the Great Church,

335 Spr'mgdale Ave. The Knights will supply

a pancake buffet as Parents Together wel-

comes families for face painting, crafts, break-

fast and an opportunity to meet Santa and

have a photo taken with him. Space is limited.

To register your family or to volunteer, call

(336)814-5301.

CLEMMONS— Holy Family Church, 4820
Kinnamon Rd., offers Eucharhtic Adoration

every Thursday. Exposition begins at 6 p.m.

and benediction is at 9 p.m.

WINSTON-SALEM— The Healing Com-
panions is a grief support group for the be-

reaved that meets the first and third Thurs-

days ofthe month in conference room B at St.

Leo the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave.

For further details, call Joanne Parcel at (336)

924-9478

Pope: Catholics in the Americas must

reach out to people with Gospel

Episcopal
, ,

"^^^calendar

Bishop Peter J. Jugis will participate

in thefollowing event:

December 12— 7p.m.

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass

Wait Chapel, Wake Forest University,

Winston-Salem

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Mil-

lions of people in the world are yearn-

ing for meaning in their lives, Pope
John Paul II said, and Catholics in

North and South America must reach

out to them with the Gospel.

"Show your desire to be joyful

witnesses and enthusiastic apostles of

the Gospel to the ends of the earth

with the example of your holy lives,"

the pope told some 3,200 people gath-

ered in Guatemala City for the

American Missionary Congress.

Pope John Paul sent a message to

the Nov. 25-30 gathering of bishops,

clergy, religious and lay people, who
met to coordinate and increase mis-

sionary activity among the

continent's Catholics.

"Millions of men and women who
do not know Christ or have only a

superficial knowledge of him live in

the hope — at times, unconsciously
— of discovering the truth about man
and about God and about the way
which leads to liberation from sin and

from death," the pope said.

Because the answer is Christ,

Pope John Paul said, the proclama-

tion of the Gospel is a vital and
obligatory task.

The pope said God has given the

peoples of North and South America
"beautiful fruits of holiness in men
and women, who, faithful to the mis-

sionary mandate of the Lord, have

spent their lives proclaiming the

Christian message, including in he-

roic circumstances and conditions."

The example of how holy indi-

viduals supported by holy communi-
ties resulted in the massive evangeli-

zation of the continent hundreds of

years ago is a reminder that holy

people and holy communities are still

the most effective means of spreading

the Gospel, he said.

New programs or more efficient

organizations are not the answer, the

pope said.

"It is necessary to give rise to a

new yearning for holiness" among be-

lievers so that people can see in their

lives the rewards of faith, he said.

Celebrating history

McGrotty

Black Catholic History Month was celebrated with a special Mass at the Basilica of

St. Lawrence in Ashevllle with Father Wilbur Thomas, pastor, and Rev. Mr. Curtiss

Todd, vice chancellor for the Diocese of Charlotte and vicar for the diocesan African

American Affairs Ministry. The National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus of the United

States designated November as Black Catholic History Month on July 24, 1990 to

celebrate the long history and proud heritage of black Catholics.

DIDYOUKNOW?
ST. EUSTRATIUSAND COMPANIONS
Eustratius, an Armenian, was tortured during Dioclestian's persecution of Christians —
first by Lysias, the governor at Arabraca, then by Agricolaus, the governor in Sebasta. He
was then burned to death in a furnace about the year 304. Also martyred with him was
his servant Eugenius; two friends who had pleaded for his life, Mardarius and Auxentius;

and Orestes, a soldier who was converted by Eustratius' courage under torture. The

feast of St. Eustratius and his companions is Dec. 13.



4 The Catholic News & Herald

OUR SCHOOLS
December 5, 2003

DREAMS OF EAGLES

Student project beautifies

Immacuiata Scliooi
HENDERSONVILLE — In need

of a project to qualify for an Eagle

Badge, Taylor Lantrip, a Boy Scout

and Immacuiata School student, ap-

proached the faculty regarding an ex-

tensive project to beautify the front of

the school.

The project had been a topic al-

ready under discussion for several

years, but little action had been taken,

according to William Meehan, princi-

pal.

"This is an example of wide-

spread involvement and commitment

by many people in a project of this

magnitude that began as a dream of

one student," said Meehan. "(It) just

seemed to mushroom and grow."

The project was divided into

three phases. The first phase involved

the creation of a courtyard, complete

with two benches,, pavers and a statue

of Mary, the patroness of the school.

Lantrip assumed responsibility for

this phase, which was completed in

June.

Phase Two involved moving and

refurbishing six benches along the

front of the school. Lucas Sofie,

Taylor's classmate and fellow Scout

striving for an Eagle Badge, assumed

responsibility for this phase and the

project was completed in August.

Phase Three involved the re-

moval of scrubs and the planting of

perennials and shrubbery more con-

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineviile 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

Courtesy Photos

Above: Immacuiata School students anti

parent volunteers work to beautify the

front of Immacuiata School in

Hendersonville.

ducive to the aesthetics of the school.

The Immacuiata School student

council, with assistance from Marti

Sofie (Lucas' mother), oversaw the

project, completed in October.

Marti Sofie expressed her appre-

ciation to the students, volunteers

and "the Scouts, Taylor Lantrip and

Lucas Sofie, who got the ball rolling

with their Eagle projects."

"I hope all those involved feel a

sense of pride in their contribution to

our school community," she said.

Meehan called the project a "tre-

mendous learning experience for stu-

dents."

"It captured a special spirit in the

community and is a concrete manifes-

tation that dreams can come true and

that young people can make a differ-

ence when guided and supported by

the adults in their lives," said

Meehan.

j Catholic

I Social

I Services

1123 South C hurch St.

Chdrlolle, NC 28203

wwu'.rssnr .org

Executive Director:

Elizabeth Tlmrbee (704) 370-3227
Refugee Office:

Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930
lustice & Peace:

Joe Purel!o(704) 370-3225
Special Ministries:

Gerard A. Carter (704) 370-3250

Charlotte Region; 1 1 23 South Church Street, Chadotte, NC 28203
Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region; 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801

Area Director: Sister Marie Frechette (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27108
Area Director: David Harold (336) 727-0705
Greensboro Satellite Office: (336) 274-5577
High Point Hispanic Center: (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

Bishop McGuinness students

plan mission soutli of tlie border
KERNERSVILLE — The Cam-

pus Ministry Office of Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School is

currently enlisting students and

adults to participate in an April 2004

special mission experience in Mexico.

The program is designed to

heighten students' awareness of con-

ditions in a nation and culture the

resources of which are quite different

from their own.

Traveling to San Luis de Posoti

during Holy Week, students will

spend Easter weekend experiencing

the special worship activities for that

feast in a small-town setting. This will

be followed by a bus excursion to the

village of El Realejo, where students

will work with children in their church

and school environments, teaching

them English and reinforcing their

own Spanish language skills. They
also plan to leave a memorial gift for

the people of the parish.

Students will then travel by bus

to Mexico City, stopping in the city of

San Miguel de Allende and Doris

Hidalgo. While in the city, they plan

visits to the Basilica of Our Lady of

Guadalupe, the Zocalo and the '

Museo de Anthropologia before re-

turning to North Carolina.

. Staff members traveling with the

students include Martin Mata, cam-

pus minister; and

Juanita Abreu, Maryann Tyrer

and Shirley Shaw, members of the

faculty.

The students are holding numer-

ous fundraisers to offset the cost of

their excursion, and the school asks

the community to help support this

outreach.

Want to Help?

To help support the outreach

efforts, call Martin Mata at (336)

564-1012 or e-mail mmata@bmhs.us.

Bishop McGuinness United

Nations team scores big
KERNERSVILLE — In its first

year, the Model United Nations team of

Bishop McGuinness Catholic School

distinguished itself with awards earned

during the recent annual conference at

Appalachian State University in Boone.

Two teams of Bishop McGuinness

students were cited for excellence: An-

drew Heberling and Megan Wizke;

Greg Means and Matt IngersoU. David

Seidel, history teacher and the groups'

moderator, praised their performance as

exceptional for a first-year effort.

The program has been established

at the school to complement the long-

standing and award-winning Harvard

Model Congress program, which takes

groups of more that 20 students to con-

gressional simulations in Boston each

year sponsored by Harvard Universii

The school chose the Appalachian

program for the current year and is

currently investigating other options for

the following year, including the Duke

University Model U.N.

The ASU simulation involved 85

competing teams from 45 North Caro-

lina high schools. The Model U.N. team

will compete again in the spring when

ASU holds its Model Security Council

session in March.

Seidel's group, assembled for this

inaugural effort, included seniors Dunia

Fleihan, Katie Preske, Meghan Witzke,

Megan Good, Matt Ingersoll, Greg
Means, Andrew Heberling, J.P. Delaney

and freshmen PJ. Dascoli and Michael

O'Shea.

i

We Can Share The Care!
Visiting Angels, can help put your family together

this Holiday Season!

Visiting Angels* provides experienced

caregivers to thousands of seniors each

and every day across America.

You Select Your Caregiver!

Up to 24 Hour Care

Hygiene Assistance

Meal Preparation

Respite Family Care

Appointments / Errands

Rewarding Companionship

All Caregivers Thoroughly Screened

Bring Your Parents Home For The Holidays!

Call]04-54M010 kM^AngeLs.^W»«BB«W" W"W BWBW
LIVING ^ ASSISTANCE SERVICES

Learn more at: www.visitingangels.com/chartotte ^
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Raleigh Diocese loses crusader for justice
NC's ecumenical, social justice community says goodbye to Sister Evelyn Mattem

BY JOHN STRANGE
NC Catholic Staff

RALEIGH — Christian Commu-
nity Sister Evelyn Mattern, founder of

the Diocese of Raleigh's Peace and Jus-

tice Department and former program

associate at the North Carolina Council

of Churches, died Nov. 30 in a nursing

home in Philadelphia.

Her work covered almost every as-

pect of social justice, from obtaining

housing for poor immigrant workers to

demonstrating against the death pen-

alty, from environment to gender equal-

ity to interfaith issues to pro-life work.

Through the years, she made many
friends, but also foes, of politicians, farm-

ers, business owners and others.

The North Carolina community of

Christian social activists celebrated Sis-

ter Evelyn's ministry Oct. 1 as the long-

time North Carolina resident and activ-

ist, dying of cancer, prepared to leave for

her native Philadelphia. Hundreds filled

Our Lady of Lourdes' Fallon center in

Raleigh for the luncheon, which was
filled with tears and laughter as various

leaders of the ecumenical and social jus-

tice community came to pay tribute to

Sister Evelyn.

Father George Kloster, pastor of St.

William Church in Murphy and former

president of the Council of Churches,

recalled how he and Sister Evelyn
worked to address the miserable living

conditions of migrant workers by build-

ing new housing in Johnston County.

"The people ofJohnston County did

not exactly welcome us with open arms,"

he said. Sister Evelyn's efforts "stirred

up the populace from the KKK to Jesse

Helms." Town leaders complained that

"Catholics are taking over Johnston

County," said Father Kloster, a native of

the county.

"It never happened," he said. "But

j\/|ake the right move to

finding your dream home.
See Chase first...

because home
ownership matters.

TAILORED MORTGAGE PROGRAMS"

• Chase mortgage programs are
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application through closing

• A free mortgage affordability

estimate can show you how much
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Christian Community

Sister Evelyn Mattern

just because it didn't happen doesn't

mean it wasn't good."

North Carolina desperately needs

people like Sister Evelyn, Bishop Joseph

Gossman or Raleigh said. "We need

someone to come forward and replace

her. But she is irreplaceable."

Father fOoster recommended form-

ing a North Carolina Justice Hall of

Fame, with Sister Evelyn joining the

late Father Charles MulhoUand and the

Rev. Collins Killburn, former executive

director of the Council of Churches, as

charter members.

Rev. George Reed, executive director

of the Council of Churches, said Sister

Evelyn's gift to the Council was a "real

sense ofjustice rooted in deep spirituality."

Sister Evelyn was part of a U.S.

peace delegation to Iraq in October

1990. The visit brought Iraqis 1,000

pounds of vitamins and medicines and

helped prepare for an ongoing presence

of American peace advocates in Iraq

during the first Gulf War.
In a pre-trip interview with the NC

Catholic, Sister Evelyn said she had some
fears about going to Iraq, such as being

in Baghdad if U.S. planes bombed the

city and "being taken hostage or being

kept as a 'guest.'"

Sister Evelyn said if she met
Saddam Hussein, she would listen first.

"The first step in reconciliation is to lis-

ten, try to feel for the common human
dimension that is present.

Sister Evelyn's most recent work.

Rev. Reed said, was in the environmental

arena. She and others worked for the

formation of "GreenPower," a way for

consumers, congregations and small

businesses to work with their power com-

pany to purchase electricity from renew-

able sources. The program is just now
being offered to some consumers, he said.

During the luncheon. Rev. Reed an-

nounced the Council of Churches had

collected more than $ 1 4,000 for the new
Sister Evelyn Mattern Fund, to be used

to support issues of peace and justice.

The fund, he said, will "guarantee we
will remember you in Raleigh. Fifty

years from now people here will still

have occasion to say, 'Let me tell you

about Sister Evelyn Mattern.'"

After the final speaker. Sister Evelyn

spoke not of herself, but of others in her

ministry.

She said she is "very struck by what

is unique of North Carolina, something

which may not be true of other places:

We work together in collaboration. We
are on the line, holding hands. We work
together. We collaborate."

Sister Evelyn had helped with "Of

One Heart and One Mind," the joint

pastoral letter issued in 1997 by then-

Bishop WDliam G. Curlin of Charlotte

and Bishop John F. Gossman of Raleigh

calling on North Carolinians to reach

out to those in need.

Sister Evelyn's funeral arrange-

ments were not available at press time.

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed to

this story.

Vocation director's

father dies
CHARLOTTE — Barton R. Allen,

82, father of Father John Allen, voca-

tions director, died" at his home in Char-

lotte on Sunday, Nov. 23.

A funeral Mass took place Nov. 26

in St. Patrick Cathedral. Interment was

at St. Gabriel Church.

Notes of condolence may be sent to

Father Allen at the following address:

Rev. John Allen

2744 Tiergarten Lane

Charlotte, NC 28210

Holy Trinity Students

score tops honors

with Duke University

CHARLOTTE — Duke University

notified Holy Trinity Catholic Middle

School that its eighth-grade class re-

ceived the highest number of partici-

pants in North Carolina for the Duke
Talent Identification Program.

The Talent Identification Program
identifies academically talented seventh-

graders on the basis of standardized test

scores taken in elementary and middle

school. A minimum qualifying score of

96 percentile on the ITBS test is one of

the standards used for participation.

Qualifying students are then invited to

complete the SATl or ACT Assessment

college entrance examination.

Seventh-graders participate in col-

lege entrance exams for several reasons,

including gaining experience taking the

college entrance exams, identifying areas

of strength and weakness and receiving

recognition for their achievements.

Holy Trinity was notified in August

of last year's results. The students, now
in eighth grade, continue to excel aca-

demically as they prepare for the transi-

tion into high school.

Winners on and off

ttie field

CHARLOTTE — Holy Trinity

Catholic Middle School's eighth-grade

football team won the conference champi-

onship against Weddingto'n Middle
School Nov. 1 with a score of 30-0.

The team has played together since

the sixth grade and has won the confer-

ence championship for three consecuti\ e

years, losing only two games in the 2001,

2002 and 2003 seasons combined.

Included on the team are many
honor roll students who also have quali-

fied for the Duke University Talent Iden-

tification Program, which recognizes stu-

dents based on academic excellence. The
eighth-grade class this year has 52 per-

cent of its students qualifying for the

Duke program, which is the largest per-

centage from any one school in state. The
eighth-graders also work e\ery week as

volunteers at Crisis Assistance Ministry.

Most of the football players will be

moving on to Charlotte Catholic High

School next year, taking their enthusiasm

for football, academics and community

service with them.

Mon-Fri 9;30am-5:30pni

Sat. 9:30am-.^:0()pn\

Carolina
Catholic l^U

Bookshoppe
Beautiful Christmas Items

www.carolinacalholicbooks.com

Chri.stnias Cards

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independeiice Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

Lowest
Prices

Drivers wanted.

"Nothing CouldBe Finer" Members ofSt. Gabriel

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales anjd service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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Has Vatican Iraq position ciianged?

IRAQ, from page 1

no one is saying "I told you so."

On the contrary, sex eral top cardi-

nals have warned against a pullout of

U.S. and allied troops from Iraq, espe-

cially after deadly attacks on soldiers

there. The Vatican's own representativ e

in Iraq has said military withdrawal

now would be the worst option.

And the Vatican has offered zero

support to those who view Iraqi at-

tacks on U.S. soldiers as legitimate

resistance to an illegal operation.

After a recent truck bomb at an

Italian army headquarters left 19 dead,

Italian bishops denounced the attack as

terrorism. The pope seemed to sign on to

that definition a few days later when he

spoke of the "wicked work" accom-

plished by terrorists in Iraq.

The pontiff and Italian bishops

joined in honoring the dead Italian sol-

diers, saying they were engaged in a

rnission of peace.

Has the Vatican changed its mind

about the war in Iraq?

"It's not that the Vatican position

has changed, but the situation in Iraq

has been completely transformed," said

one Vatican official who spoke on condi-

tion of anonymity.

'The Vatican clearly said 'no' to the

war. But at a certain point, you have to

manage the situation that's been created

in the way that does the least damage,"

he said.

"If the military pulls out of Iraq

now, the country would fall into chaos.

The vase has been broken, and we have

to try to find a way to mend it. Of course,

there is the problem that the more

deeply one becomes involved in this

project, the greater the tendency to jus-

tify that involvement," he said.

Before the war, Cardinal Angelo

Sodano, Vatican secretary of state, raised

U.S. diplomatic hackles when he warned

that the United States might find itself in

a Vietnam-like quagmire in Iraq.

But today, as the

problems mount and the

death toll rises in Iraq,

Cardinal Sodano has said

"now is not the time for

recriminations."

What the Vatican

emphasizes is the need for

Iraqis to govern them-

selves as quickly as

possible and for the

United Nations to have a

greater say in the interim

running of the country.

But with Iraq's

political vacuum, self-gov-

ernance seems impossible

now.

"Any country that

finds itself under occupa-

tion does not think the rul-

ing authority represents the people,"

Archbishop Fernando Filoni, apostolic

nuncio to Iraq, told the newspaper

Corriei-e della Sera.

"But there's a crisis ofpower in Iraq.

The people need a leader, someone who
talks to Iraqis as an Iraqi, and that

leader isn't there," he said.

Archbishop Filoni said that with no

short-term political solution in sight and

no real plan for civU harmony that in-

volves Iraq's ethnic and religious com-

munities, a military pullout now would

leave Iraqis in a "terrible crisis."

Before the war began, the Vatican

frequently relied on then-Archbishop

Jean-Louis Tauran, an assistant secretary

of state, to articulate the arguments

against use of force. He was recently

named a cardinal and left his diplomatic

post, and the Vatican has generally fallen

silent on the da^-to-day situation in Iraq.

At the same time. Cardinal CamUlo

Ruini, papal vicar ofRome and president

of the Italian bishops' conference, has

assumed a higher profile. His public in-

fluence peaked during the national

mourning and state fijneral for the Ital-

ian soldiers killed in Iraq, when the car-

dinal said there should be no withdrawal

of Italian troops from their "great and

Catholics VS.

HIV/AIDS

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

L. Paul Bremer, the U.S. civilian administrator of Iraq

and a Catholic, attends a Nov. 18 memorial service at

St. Joseph's Chaldean Catholic Church in Baghdad for

the 19 Italians killed in an attack in An Nasiriyah.

noble mission."

To those asking whether the soldiers

died in a war that should not have been

fought, Cardinal Ruini replied: 'They are

victims of terrorism, pure and simple."

The handfijl of European countries

that have contributed soldiers to the cur-

rent military operation in Iraq include

four with heavily Catholic populations:

Italy, Poland, Portugal and Spain.

Even many Europeans opposed to

the war supported sending soldiers to

help restore order in Iraq in the immedi-

ate aftermath of the hostilities. But now
the soldiers are coming under fire, and

there is debate over whether their en-

gagement is part of an illegal occupation,

a peacekeeping mission or a reconstruc-

tion project.

'That's the $100 million question,"

said one Vatican official. He noted that

no one at the Vatican had really spoken

on this issue.

"Rather than define what it is, right

now we need to try to help make things

work as much as possible," he said.

AIDS, from page 1

other faiths, medical institutions and re-

ligious formation programs. It focuses

on changing behavior and accepting re-

sponsibility for tackling the problems of

HIV and AIDS.
"Poverty facilitates the transmission

of HIV, makes adequate treatment

unaffordable, accelerates death from

HIV-related illness and multiplies the

social impact of the epidemic," they said.

More than 1 1 million children in

Africa under age 15 are AIDS orphans,

and in sub-Saharan Africa, as many as

28 million people have HIV/AIDS.
In Washington, the U.S. bishops'

Committee on African-American Catho-

lics and the Committee on Hispanic Af-

fairs issued a joint letter urging Catho-

lics to fight the crisis. They said more

than half of all new HIV/AIDS cases in

the United States are among African-

Americans, with 61 percent of those

cases among teens, and Hispanics ac-

count for 20 percent of the total reported

AIDS cases. And 78 percent of all cases

of women with HIV/AIDS are either

African-American or Hispanic.

African-Americans make up 12 per-

cent of the U.S. population. Hispanics

account for 14 percent.

The Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention estimates between 700,000

and 800,000 people in the U.S. are in-

fected with HIV or have AIDS.

The pope said Nov. 30 to "pray for

those struck by this plague," and to "en-

courage all those in the church who pro-

vide a priceless service of welcome, care

and spiritual accompaniment to these

brothers and sisters of ours."

KTC Transportation Co. inc

CALL 70a-532-7605

SUPERSTAR
'each Systems

Convention Services

Airport

Hotel

City Tours
Croups

Long & Short Tours

Beach vacations

Games
Sports
Special Events

Fax 704-532-7661 WWW. ktctran sp0 rtat i0n .COm

OWE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME

"L/(SrWSS"byRichStaley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and thinl< about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"A rare gift for writing that is so graceful, so natural...

an ability that is both remarkable and unique.

"

—Biilie iViarie ZaI, Author of The Fabric of Our Lives

To order, mail check or money order (no credit cards) to:

Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, NC 28277
$13.95
pljs $2.50 shipping

J/u? J-AcmsuAcan Qsmisih

Catholic Gift & Boo/c Store

CHRISTMAS IDEAS!! Cards, Ornaments, Nativities, Angels.

Plus Bibles, Religious Plaques, Medals, CDs, and over 700 book titles!

Hours: 9am -5pm Monday -Friday

(336)273-2554 fax (336) 273-244 J 233 N. (irfnie St. Creensharo, NC 274()J i

Consolidate

High-interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

LOW Interest

& [nterest-only

Programs

^fappy ^KoCicfaysfrom

(Central^quitt} IfFjortt^a^t

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT

1200,000" 3.75%
•

1625 !!!!

I'll hdp you realize your home oivner.ship dreayns Ihis holiday

NO Payment
until

February 200ai

No
out-of -pocket

Closing Costs

^i^Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

*Imcrc-si rale shown i.s Prime (4%), minus 1/4%, based on 80% or less l.TV'. .Siibjecl lo iindcovriting condilion.s.
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St. Patrick
The Wry Rc-v. Paul (;iu-y

linlor

R('\. Lawieiu e LoMonac o

Pdroclnal, Vicar

Rev. Mr. Nicliola.s FacU-ro

Di'dfoii

Rex. Ml. Carlos Medina
Dm t on

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES

4 p.m. - Children's Mass

6 p.m. - Children's Mass

Midnight - Bishop PeterJugis

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m..

11 a.m. - Bishop PeterJugis

NEW YEAR'S EVE MASS
Midnight Mass

Doors open, at 11:00p.m.

NEW YEAR'S DAY MASSES
9 a.m.

11 a.m. - Bishop PeterJugis

1621 Dilworth Road Easi

Charhitc, NC 28203 (704) 334-2283
Visit our website at unvw.stpatricks.org

Come
celebrate the

Birth of

Our Savior.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

DIOCESAN CAMPUS MINISTRY/Ad-
junct Catholic Chaplin: For Davidson Col-

lege. Graduate theology training required.

Send resume, three reference letters, cover

letter to: Mary Wright, Director of Campus
Ministry, 1123 South Church Street, Char-

lotte, NC 28203-4<K)3 by January 9.

PRINCIPAL: St. Anthony ofPadua Catholic

grade school. Southern Pines, NC is accept-

ing curriculum vitae for the position ofprinci-

pal. School curriculum is faithful to the

magesteruim ofthe Church. Applicants must
have master's degree and be state certified in

education. Salary commensurate with experi-

ence. Please send Curriculum vitae to: The
Very Reverend Jeffrey A. Ingham, V.F., St.

Anthony of Padua Catholic Church, 1 75 E.

Connecticut Avenue, Southern Pines, NC
28387

RN/LPN: FT/PT/PRN. SouthPark Pediat-

rics (Charlotte) needs office nurse with pediatric

skills. Phone triage experience preferred. Flex-

ible work schedule. Old-fashioned care and fam-
ily friendly emplojTTient. E-mail resume/salary

requirements: sopkpeds@bellsouth.net.

FOR SALE

HOME: Senior Citizens Community. Lake
Norman area. 2 bedrooms, kitchen, living

room, dining area, 2 bathrooms. Interior

completely updated. Community has lots of

friendly people. Call owner: 704-662-93 1 8.

FSBO Brick Executive Home: 2758 Sq
Ft., 4 BR, 3 full BR, bonus room, many up-

grades inside and out. 30 minutes to uptown
Charlotte, NOT using Interstate. Asking
$295,000. 5205 Featherstone Ct., Gastonia.

704-824-9099 nights.

FOR RENT

RETAIL STORE: 800 square foot buUding
in Chimney Rock, NC in the heart ofthriving

tourist village. $1000/month. Call Peter

O'Leary (828) 625-2479.

PRAYERS & PETITIONS

Thank you for prayers answered, St. Jude.

KJM

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed tockfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We have been very pleased with the readers' response to our ad in

The Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number

ofpublications and none has produced the interest and response we've received

from The Catholic News & Herald.

"

— Jill B.Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angels

Catholic CALL TODAY for low rates to tell over 125, 000 readers

every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

Reserve now.

Move later.

For the retirement lifestyle you're

planning now but putting off until later,

call today for pre-construction pricing.

You MAKE THE DECISION.

peMKIVBVRKI
M A Y F i E 1. 13

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

1315 Greensboro Road • High Point, NC 27260

336-886-4103 or 336-886-2444

Sponsored by the Sisters of the

Poor Servants of the Mother of God.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Children's books for

Christmas gift-giving
REVIEWED Bv BARB FRAZE

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON (CNS)— The fol-

lowing children's books are suitable for

Christmas giving.

"The Invisible Seam," by Andy WU-
liam Frew, illustrated by Jun Matsuoka.

Moon Mountain Publishing (North

Kingstown, R.I., 2003). 28 pp., $15.95.

"The Invisible Seam" is a well-wo-

\'en story of a young Japanese girl who
must apprentice as a seamstress when
her aunt can no longer care for her.

Michi's stitches are small and tight and

bring great pride to her teacher but

cause tensions with the other apprentice

seamstresses. As the plot unfolds, Michi

deals with peer pressure, the need to

keep her promise to do her best, and the

discovery that different people have dif-

ferent talents. Matsuoka's watercolors

help illustrate Michi's feelings of pride,

aloneness, conflict and joy. For younger

readers, this is a good read-aloud book.

Ages 7-10.

"Little Pierre: A Cajun Story from

Louisiana," by Robert D. San Souci, il-

lustrated by David Catrow. Silver

Whistle (Orlando, Fla., 2003). 28 pp.,

$16.

This colorfully Ulustrated yarn is a

great read-aloud book, mixing some
Cajun dialect with outrageous adven-

ture. Brothers Big Pierre, Fat Pierre,

Wise Pierre and Foolish Pierre have

special talents, but they are no match for

their youngest brother, Little Pierre.

Catrow's illustrations and caricatures

stretch the imagination; the watercolors

dominate the pages, with text blended

in. Be prepared to read this book to the

children multiple times. Ages 5-9.

"Dinosailors," by Deb Lund, illus-

trated by Howard Fine. Harcourt Inc.

(Orlando, Fla., 2003). 29 pp., $16.

With a rocking rhythm, clever

wording and humorous illustrations,

Lund and Fine have rigged a swash-

buckling story that children will love.

The "Dinosailors" — dinosaurs who
take off on a ship— are ready for adven-

ture, until their vessel hits a squall.

"Their dinotummies slosh and churn.

They groan with every twist and turn.

Their paling faces dinofrown. 'Heave ho!'

they cry. 'It won't stay down.'" This

book rose dinolieads and scaley tails

above the rest. Ages 4-9.

"Mint's Christmas Message," by

Mary Y. Spitz, illustrated by Joanne Y.

Pierce. Mother Moose Press (Potomac

Falls, Va., 2003). 32 pp., $17.95.

"Mint's Christmas Message" is an

unusual twist on the message of Christ-

mas. A grandfather who does not believe

in Christmas receives the message of its

real meaning when Mint, a retired

champion, and other horses refuse to

come in during a snowstorm. Pierce's

illustrations are designed to look like

old-fashioned oval-framed pictures, and

they face text of a story told quite con-

versationally by Spitz. The result is an

appealing story. All ages.

"The Wondrous Adventures of St.

Francis of Assisi," by Tricia Gray, illus-

trated by Vicki Shuck. St. Anthony Mes-
senger Press (Cincinnati, 2003). 164 pp.,

$14.95.

Fifteen tales about St. Francis, his

life and miracles are retold in short

vignettes that teach without preach-

ing. With enticing titles like "The

Three Murderous Robbers" to "The

Wicked Wolf of Gubbio," the vi-

gnettes clearly convey Francis' love

of God and his belief that God is

reflected in every human, good or

bad. Early elementary children wQl

find the vignettes interesting to listen

to if read by an adult; older readers

will find the chapters quick reading.

Ages 7-12.

"When We Were Saints," by Han
Nolan. Harcourt Inc. (Orlando, Fla.,

2003). 291 pp., $17.

"When We Were Saints" is not a

historical tale, but the modern story of a

young man struggling to find his iden-

tity after his grandfather's last words,

"Young man, you are a saint." In a com-

plex search that involves a teenage girl

who thinks she is St. Clare and calls him

Francis, Archie Caswell takes a spiritual

journey into prayer and a physical jour-

ney to New York, all the whOe strug-

gling to combine his common sense and

love for his ailing grandmother with his

discovery of religion. The book deals

with some difficult topics, including an-

orexia and the stigmata, but will keep

readers turning pages, trying to see how
Archie resolves his conflict. Ages 1 1-15.

"Saints And Angels," by Claire

Llewellyn. Kingfisher (Boston, 2003). 64

pp., $14.95.

"Saints and Angels" is a collection of

portraits and profiles of famous saints,

fi-om St. Anne to St. Thomas Aquinas, as

well as some famous archangels. The il-

lustrations, taken from portraits at inter-

nationally renowned galleries, dominate

the book. Llewellyn presents one-page

profiles of the saints and angels. Each

profile also has outtakes that include the

saint or angel's feast day as well as what

they are patron of This beautiflil book is a

nice introduction to saints fi-om ancient to

modern times. All ages.

WORD TO LIFE
-SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: DEC. 7, 2003

Dec. 7, Second Sunday

ofAdvent

Cycle CReadings:

1) Baruch 5:1-9

Psalm 126: 1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6

2) Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11

3) Gospel: Luke 3:1-6

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The door burst open on a dreary

winter afternoon. I heard the smack of

books on the kitchen counter and the

familiar sound of foraging for an after-

school snack that would sustain a teen-

age boy until dinner. Then the call came,

"Mom, I need to talk to you."

Walking into the kitchen, I unwit-

tingly went to heart of the matter. "Hi.

How was school?"

Immediately, 1 was told that Mark's

American history teacher, having lost

contact with reality, had given the class

the most nonsensical of assignments

known to humankind. I was forewarned

that his American history grade would

plummet to unsalvageable depths. Each

student was required to interview some-

one who had served in World War II

and be prepared to share the findings

with the class.

At that moment I could have
hugged the teacher. "What a super idea!"

I thought to myself To my son I said, "I

think we know someone you can inter

view.'""

"Who? Where am I going to fiini

someone?"

"Remember, Mr. Julson, who move*

in next door, is a World War II veterar

Interview him."

After spending two hours inter

viewing our neighbor, Mark came horn-

filled with astonishment and admiratioi

for a man who had fought in Ger
Patton's army at the Battle of the Bulg

and later witnessed, firsthand, the rav

ages of the Holocaust.

"Mom, can you believe that Mi
Julson lived through all that? I jus

thought he was a nice retired guy wh(

went around taking food and clothes ti

church — somebody who bought dayi

old bread for the ducks on the lake.

What do you suppose helped hir

through it?

St. Paul describes a dynamic faith, u

his letter to the Philippians, as a "part

nership for the Gospel." Paul prays tha

the "good work" that has taken root ii

his readers will flourish throughou

their lives until they meet Christ.

We witnessed the partnership witl

the Gospel that Paul mentions in the lif

of our friend in the good years of hi

retirement and through years of deterio

rating health that left him a wisp of

man.
On Oct. 16, American flags flew ii

our neighborhood to mark his passing

In his heart faith never failed.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 13

Sunday (Second Sunday of Advent), Baruch 5:1-9, Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11, Lul<e 3:1-6; Monda

(The Immaculate Conception), Genesis 3:9-15, 20, Luke 1:26-38; Tuesday (St. Juan Diego

Isaiah 40:1-11, Matthew 18:12-14; Wednesday (Advent Weekday), Isaiah 40:25-31
, Matthew 1 1 :2{

30; Thursday (Advent Weekday), Isaiah 41:13-20, Matthew 11:11-15; Friday (Our Lady (

Guadalupe), Zechariah 2:14-17, Lul<e 1:39-47; Saturday (St. Lucy), Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11, Matthe'

17:9a, 10-13

i
SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 14 - DECEMBER 20

Sunday (Third Sunday of Advent), Zephaniah 3:14-18a, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:10-18; Monda

(Advent Weekday), Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a, Matthew 21:23-27; Tuesday (Advent Weekday

Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13, Matthew 21 :28-32; Wednesday (Late Advent Weekday), Genesis 49:2, (

10, Matthew 1:1-17; Thursday (Late Advent Weekday), Jeremiah 23:5-8, Matthew 1:18-25; Frida,

(Late Advent Weekday), Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a, Luke 1 :5-25; Saturday (Late Advent Weekday

Isaiah 7:10-14, Luke 1:26-38

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the v\^ay

• Fits most stairv^^ays (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomos Aquinas
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Maronite Catholics seek to

grow in Southeast
MARONITE, from page 1

(born about 350) and the ancient mon-
asteries in the mountains of Syria and

Lebanon.

The Eastern churches are in full

communion with the Roman Catholic

Church, equal parts in the body of the

Catholic Church, although they have

their own distinctive liturgical and legal

systems.

It is not known how many of today's

North Carolina Catholics have their

roots in Lebanon and the Maronite

Catholic Church. What is clear, how-
ever, is that the Diocese of Raleigh owes

much of its early development to Leba-

nese immigrants who settled in North

Carolina years ago.

No other state in the country has

had more early influence from
Maronites than North Carolina, Father

Thomas said.

Father Robert Lawson, a retired

priest of the Diocese of Raleigh, said

during the conference that to find Leba-

nese immigrants in North Carolina one

had only to "follow the railroad."

The rail brought immigrants from

the north, branching offthrough Raleigh

in the east and Charlotte in the west.

Many of these new Americans found
their homes in these cities and at other

railroad stops.

They came to the United States to

escape religious persecution in Lebanon,

Father Lawson said, but in North Caro-

lina they found no established Maronite

church and much prejudice. Not only

were they foreigners in early 20th-cen-

tury North Carolina; they were also

Catholics.

They found Catholic parishes strug-

gling to get their footing in often hostile

communities. There were few Catholics,

few priests, few churches.

"People rightly came to the country

and joined the Latin Rite Catholic

Church," Father Thomas said.

Father Lawson was born m

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Photo by John Strange, NC Catholic

Father Joseph Thomas, pastor of the

Maronite Catholic mission of St. Sharbel

in Raleigh, speaks at the Nov. 14-16

Southeast regional conference of the

National Apostolate of Maronites.

Durham in 1923, the year before the

Vatican established the Diocese of Ra-

leigh.

"It was the last mission territory in

all of the United States," Father Lawson
said. "It was called the China of the

Americas."

There were 5,000 Catholics in the

whole state, he said, and ofthose, "at least

1,500 were Lebanese."

Father Lawson said he and other

pioneering priests in North Carolina

came to appreciate and love the Leba-

nese Catholics for their undying faithful-

ness and devotion to the Catholic

Church.

He said that before the conference he

had spoken to retired Msgr. James
Jones, who asked Father Lawson to

bring a message to the conference: 'Tell

them that no one in the state of North
Carolina has been better, more faithfijl to

the Church than the Lebanese Catholics.

They kept the faith in the state when
there was nobody else."

He and Father Jones represent two

of the oldest priests of the Diocese of

Raleigh. 'W^e both say we depended on

the faithfulness of the Lebanon people.

This is your diocese. We are very proud

of you."

For his part. Father Thomas first

came to North Carolina in the early

1970s. Bishop Vincent Waters had long

lobbied the bishop of the Eparchy of St.

Maron of Brooklyn, the Maronite dio-

cese that covered the entire eastern sea-

board, to send a Maronite priest who
could serve the Maronites living in

North Carolina.

Father Thomas was assigned to es-

tablish a mission in FayettevUle, now St.

Michael the Archangel Church on Arse-

nal Avenue.

He found initial resistance on the

part of Lebanese Catholics to join the

mission. They had become ensconced in

their Roman Catholic parishes and in

the traditions of the Roman Catholic

Church. Further, they expressed con-

cern that to move to the Maronite com-

munity would be to segregate the Leba-

nese Catholics from the rest of the com-
munity, something they hated to do in

the racially divisive South.

But Father Thomas said many
came to a "growing love and admiration

for the tradition that was their own, but

one that they never knew."

It is the same today for Catholics

who have a Maronite tradition in their

past, he said. "They have never known
what it meant to be a Maronite Catho-

lic."

Father Thomas and others at the

conference said that while they wish to

reach North Carolina Catholics who
have Maronite roots, they are in no way
in "competition" with the Roman Catho-

lic Church. Indeed, they said, they want

to especially reach those Maronite
Catholics who have "fallen away" and

are not active in either church.

In addition, they said, in today's

modern Catholic Church, it is acceptable

for Catholics of both traditions to par-

ticipate in both rites if they wish.

What is important, said Ed Shiner,

said executive director of the National

Apostolate of Maronites, is that people

are aware of what is available to them.

'They should be aware of who they

are and where their roots are," he said.

We beat the banks!
IMS prides itself on customer service. We're a local

lender and all we want is a chance to quote your

mortgage. Try us, you'll be happy you did. IMS has all

the answers and the loan programs to fit your needs.

^1^

Apply on-line 24 hours a day
www.lendinglocal.com

Call Me! Kim Geter 704-759-31 76
or kmgeter@intemationalmortgage. net

7631 Sharon Lakes Rd., Ste.D

Charlotte, NC 28210
IMS Mortgage Service

Shiner said the Maronite liturgy is a

traditional one usually featuring three

languages: Arabic, Syriac, and English.

People are "intrigued" by the liturgy, he

said, its .spirituality, and the "poetry of

our liturgical texts."

While the Maronite Catholic

Church is a traditional Eastern Catholic

church with roots as far back as the year

350 with St. Maron's birth, it is growing

and changing with the times. Especially

in the United States, Father Thomas
said, it is no longer "only" an ethnic

Lebanese church.

"We were never meant to be an eth-

nic church," he said.

Boston's Roseanne Solomon, a past

president of the national apostolate, said

the Maronite Church has roots in Leba-

non, but being Lebanese is not the most

important thing about being a

Maronite.

"My father was Irish and English,"

she said, "and he was a very good
Maronite. He had not one ounce ofLeba-

nese blood."

Good Maronites are faithful, she

said, and "we open our arms and take in

anyone who wants to be a part of us."

Shiner predicted that in 50 years the

Maronite Church will still have a core

that is distinctly Lebanese, but its mem-
bers will be a "tossed salad" of different

races and nationalities.

Father Thomas likened the synod in

importance and impact to the Second

Vatican Council. It was the first such

synod since 1736, he said, and while the

second session of the synod begins next

October, already it has sent an impor-

tant message to Maronite Catholics

worldwide.

Before the synod, Father Thomas
said, the Maronite Church outside of

Lebanon was known as the "Church of

the Diaspora," or the church of immi-

grants.

But one of the first findings of the

synod was that the Maronite Catholic

Church in the world will be known in-

stead as the "Church of the Expansion."

"It is the very nature of the church is

to extend itself throughout the world,"

Father Thomas said. "It is within our

nature to expand ... for the church to

spread all around the world, bringing

our traditions and enriching the Catho-

lic Church in its full glory."

John Strange is the editor of the NC
Catholic.

Editor's note: For more on the Maronite

Catholic Churcli, to go www.stmaron.org.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Cracking the real

^Da Vinci Code'

Exphring anti-

Catholic themes

in novel

(From Father Buetttier's homily

given at St. Gabriel Church Nov. 16,

2003)

Well, have you cracked "The Da
Vinci Code" yet? It seems this book is

the newest fad that has recently

dominated not only The New York

Times bestseller list, but also televi-

sion documentaries and coflFee break

conversations. A number of parishio-

ners have even asked whether I have

read the book yet, seeking some feed-

back and guidance on this book. Since

I am not normally taken by modern
fads and since I approach most mod-
ern innovations with a bit of healthy

skepticism, it took me a while to buy
the book.

The fast-paced action and in-

trigue grabbed my attention from the

very beginning. I could see why so

many are drawn into this story. It is

like a puzzle or a riddle waiting to be

solved. But I had to stop about half-

way through. My threshold for anti-

Catholic bigotry had reached its

breaking point. In our day, anti-

Catholic bigotry is about the only

acceptable prejudice that is not only

permitted, but also supported by the

vast majority of the secular media. So,

I asked myself "Why should I con-

tinue to read a book that disparages

the Church?" It would be like reading

a scathing criticism of my own
mother, which is not such a strange

analogy considering the Church is

our mother.

But it doesn't take long to see the

author's direction, as well as the lies

and misrepresentations that will lead

him to his conclusion. So, what's this

book all about?

In one sense, the book is nothing

more than the perennial quest for the

Holy Grail: the search for the original

vessel that held the blood of Christ at

the Last Supper. You may recall recent

renditions of the ancient tale in such

movies as "Indiana Jones and the Last

Crusade" and the slightly more risque

"Monty Python's Holy Grail."

Although it's the same adventure.

^^^^^^
Guest

Column

FATHER
MICHAEL
BUETTNER

Dan Brown, author of "The Da Vinci

Code," not only repackages the story,

but completely reinterprets the Grail

legend. Brown takes the insight that a

woman's body is symbolically a con-

tainer for new life and applies this

truth to the Grail legend. He gives the

container a Christian name that ev-

eryone should recognize, Mary
Magdalene. Then Brown suggests the

theory that St. Mary Magdalene was
actually the vessel that held the blood

of Jesus Christ in her womb while

bearing his children. This, of course,

would mean that Our Lord took St.

Mary Magdalene to be his bride to

continue his bloodline through the

centuries.

Consequently, Brown claims "the

quest for the Holy Grail is the quest

to kneel before the bones of Mary
Magdalene" rather than the tradi-

tional legend of the search for the

chalice used at the Last Supper.

So, does Brown prove his case?

First of all, he is not proving a case.

Dan Brown is not a lawyer. He is an

author: his job is to sell books. As an

author, he is successful, by stirring up

interest and reaching the bestseller

list; but at the same time. Brown is a

poor writer, with a superficial writing

style filled with historical errors and

characters as flat as the paper on
which they were printed, if you are

interested in the many historical inac-

curacies, I would direct you to an

article in Crisis Magazine from Sep-

tember entitled "Dismantling The
DaVinci Code" by Sandra Miesel, a

Catholic journalist

(www.crisismagazine.com/
september2003/featurel.htm). She
does a splendid job of responding to

Brown's implausible book.

In the end, cracking "The
DaVinci Code" is not all that difficult.

The answer to Brown's success is

.
printed on page 169 where he writes,

"Everyone loves a conspiracy." "The
DaVinci Code" is a fictional tale, a

novel, retelling the famous quest for

the Holy Grail in modern, anti-

Catholic language.

Pope says God
saves people from

political, spiritual

oppression
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — From the

beginning of time, God has acted to

save his creatures from oppression,

both political and spiritual. Pope
John Paul II said.

Reflecting on Psalm 114 during

his Dec. 3 general audience, the pope

said that-just as God led the Israelites

out of slavery in Egypt across the

Red Sea he saves his people from sla-

very to sin through the waters of bap-

tism.

For Christians, he said, the

psalm's hymn of praise extends to "a

more radical and universal libera-

tion," freedom from sin and death

through new life in Christ.

Pope John Paul said that in "The
Divine Comedy" Dante placed the

hymn on the lips of those in purga-

tory, "seeing in the psalm the hymn of

expectation and hope of those who,

after purification from every sin, are

headed toward the ultimate destina-

tion of communion with God in para-

dise."

The psalm's final verse praises

The Pope

Speaks

By pope
JOHN PAUL II

God for having "turned the rock into

pools of water, the flint into flowing

springs."

Pope John Paul said the new
springs of water are "the sign of the

salvific love of the Lord who sustains

and regenerates humanity as it ad-

vances across the desert of history."

As St. Paul explained in his First

Letter to the Corinthians, Christ is

the rock that is the source of life-

giving water, he said.

The pope read most of his pre-

pared Italian text and greetings to

pilgrims in seven languages. With
fewer than 6,000 people at the audi-

ence, the pope spent just an hour in

the audience hall, about a half hour

less than normal.

But in the midst of all such lies

remains a bit of truth that has been

covered up. If we investigate Brown's

claim that Christ took to himself a

bride to continue his bloodline and

his lineage throughout each genera-

tion, we will discover that Brown was
on to something, a truth that is

deeply Catholic, despite his preju-

dices.

Before Jesus Christ ascended into

heaven. He did indeed take to himself

a bride, in fact, the Church, and pre-

pared her to receive a divine gift. And
after Our Lord ascended into heaven,

he sent his Holy Spirit upon his bride

at Pentecost, impregnating her with

divine life. Why? So that his bride,

the Church, would produce sons and

daughters of us for the glory of the

Father.

In the sacrament of baptism, you

and I are given divine life by water

and the Holy Spirit and become sons

and daughters of the Father. It is the

Bride of Christ, the Church, our

mother, who produces this divine life

in our souls.

And not only does Christ's lin-

eage continue in the Church, but also

his bloodline, in the holy Eucharist.

For 2000 years, the Church has

taught the holy Eucharist, instituted

at the Last Supper, is the living body

and blood, soul and divinity of Jesus

Christ, donated by the bridegroom to.

impregnate his bride and give her

divine life; that is, Christ, the bride-

groom gives to you and me, his bride,

the unsurpassing gift of his Body and

Blood. At every Mass, the bride-

groom gives himself to his bride so

that "the two will become one flesh."

For a Catholic, the search for the

Holy Grail is not legend but reality, it

is not lost, but found. The perennial

quest for the chalice that holds the

blood of Christ does not begin here,

but rather ends here. For, the truth

that here and now, 2000 years after

the Last Supper, Christ will come
again at this holy Mass and change

wine into his blood, changing a

simple chalice into the Holy Grail out

of love for you and me, is much more
exciting than any fictitious novel or

modern theory.

No, I have not finished "The Da
Vinci Code" and I don't plan to do so.

My quest for the Holy Grail is ulti-

mately satisfied with the truth —
with the marvelous truth that

Christ's love for you and me impels

him to give us his body and blood so

that we might become one with him.

Father Buettner is parochial vicar at

St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte.
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Everything old is new again
Most people divide the year in

Nays that have nothing to do with

lature's winter, spring, summer and

all. Religion and tradition make this

:ime "The Holidays" for many. In the

vorld of sports, fans know that ev-

jrything has its season.

At the moment, football, basket-

)all and hockey are prime topics of

jonversation and speculation. Even
:hose of us who are not avid enthusi-

ists can't miss the extensive coverage

)f major sporting events. That was

:ertainly true this autumn, when
)aseball's post-season created a num-
)er of dramatic situations. Cubs and

led Sox fans believed for a while that

his really would be their year to win.

t wasn't. And Yankee fans (who are

iverywhere in my part of the world)

lad faith that they would win, yet

igain. They didn't.^

The World Series belonged to the

Horida Marlins. Not a team of lore

ind legend, at least not yet, but they

von it all. They played a beautiful

jame of baseball, not only going after

he division, the pennant and the Se-

•ies, but through most of the season,

starting in May, that is. And that's a

jreat story, in itself

The Marlins began the year with

16 wins and 22 losses. That's when a

lew guy took over as manager. His

lame is Jack McKeon. Although, as

)ne wag put it, you might think his

ull name is "72-Year-Old Jack
vIcKeon," since reporters and com-

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

mentators keep making such a big

deal about his age. Already retired

from over a half-century in baseball,

managing both minor league and ma-
jor league teams, when he was called

to interview for the job, he took

charge of the young team. They had

talent, but needed leadership.

McKeon managed the Marlins to a

75-49 record. And kept going from

there.

Described by a sportswriter as a

"an incongruous mix of salt and
sweetness," McKeon encouraged the

players to "use their imaginations out

there. They have to have fun." On the

other hand, he never worries about

simply being liked. Early on, he had

the clubhouse door locked when he

found several players relaxing there

during a game. The combination of

turning a team into winners and his

colorful style made the manager with

his trademark cigar a natural for me-
dia attention. Here was a man who
was obviously enjoying himself

He also enjoyed his first-in-a-life-

time opportunity to share the success

with his family. McKeon and his wife

Carol have been married for 49 years

and have four children and nine

grandchildren. The close-knit family

has a lot to do with Carol McKeon's
efforts at home in North Carolina,

while her husband traveled across the

country and the years. She was the

one who got them to classes, after

school activities and church. But they

made sure they spent their summers
together — wherever Jack McKeon
happened to be working.

He's also someone who takes his

faith and his prayer life seriously.

Though he doesn't bring up the sub-

ject himself, he attends Mass daily.

When questioned, McKeon just says

something like "Isn't that a great way
to start the day?" Then lights an-

other cigar.

At a time when too many sports

stories seem to focus on money, not to

mention sex, drugs and even crime, I

like this one about an old man in a

young man's game, about a guy who '

cares about family and faith — and
who knows the value of honesty, hu-

mor and having fun.

By the way, the Marlins have

signed Jack McKeon for next season.

He's just turned 73.

For a free copy of the Christopher

News Note, "Be a Good Sport — Keep-

ing Athletics in Perspective, " write: The
Christophers, 12 East 48th Street, New
York, NT 10017; or e-mail:

mail@christophers.org.

Cominghome for Christmas

The Gallup Poll says there are

nore than 100 million unchurched
Americans, 20 million of whom are

apsed Catholics. Those who leave the

;hurch have reasons for doing so;

iome were driven away by the scan-

lals. The poll goes on to say that

learly half the fallen-away Catholics

'eel spiritually dry and confused,

rhey actually admit they would be

A'illing to come home to their faith if

:hey were prodded.

Many of them stopped believing

:he claims of Catholicism for personal

'easons, so it is not an easy sell. But
i"aith opens a thousand eyes. For
:hose who are no longer believers,

:here is always hope. Never underes-

timate the power of God's grace.

Lorene Hanley Duquin told the

story of her departure from the

:hurch in her book "Could You Ever
Come Back to the Church?" (Alba
House). She grew up in South Buffalo.

The nuns who taught her were rigid

and demanding. After learning and
believing that eating meat on Friday
:ould earn eternal damnation, she
and her classmates were scandalized

by these same nuns who were leaving

the church to marry priests. It's all

lies, she thought.

Only to please her parents, who
were annoyed at her rebellious streak,

she went to a Catholic college and

took a course in religion, "if only," as

she puts it, "to convince myself that

they had lied to me." In her senior

year, she fell in love with a fallen-

away Protestant named Dick
Duquin; they married, had four chil-

dren and never bothered to baptize

any of them.

Somehow the first son became an

altar boy and invited a priest home to

dinner. The priest suggested that the

father take an adult education class in

Catholicism. Being a teacher, Duquin
wanted to know what his son was
learning at school, so he took the

course and to everyone's amazement
decided to convert to Catholicism. At
first his new fervor confused his wife,

but gradually her faith reawakened.

She called it "a miracle of grace."

Lorie Duquin was a successful

feature writer for national magazines,

and one day while browsing the

Internet she found that there were
many other lapsed Catholics like her-

self who had returned to the practice

of their faith. She began collecting

their stories and got the idea for her

book, "Could You Ever Come Back to

the Church?"

Now she has written two new re-

source books for people who are

searching for answers: "A Century of

Catholic Converts" (Our Sunday
Visitor, Huntington Ind.) and "When

Spirituality

for Today
w/- - '

•

FATIIEK JOHN
CATOIR

CNS Columnist

a Loved One Leaves the Church"
(Our Sunday Visitor).

In the first book, the stories of

converts like Trappist Father Tho-
mas Merton, Cardinal Avery Dulles,

Clare Booth Luce, Scott Hahn and

many others make fascinating read-

ing. What do these people, and others

such as J.R.R. Tolkien, author of

"Lord of the Rings," and Jane Doe of

"Roe V. Wade" have in common?
They are all 20th-century converts to

Catholicism. I think "A Century of

Catholic Converts" would make a

great Christmas gift for a loved one

who is drifting.

Catholicism has inspired and at-

tracted billions of people down
through the ages. In view of that, let

me mention another great book from

Our Sunday .Visitor publications:

"Treasury of Catholic Stories," by
Gerald Costello. It is the best anthol-

ogy of heartwarming Catholic stories

by saints and scholars that you will

find anywhere.

Fill your mind with good spiri-

tual reading, and your soul will be

refreshed and gladdened.

Love postponed: an

Advent reflection

Guest

Column
mmmmmmmmmmmsmmm

FATHER JOHN
AURILIA,
OFM Cap

As we go through the Advent season,

we hear the solemn proclamation, "Rej^ent,

for the kingdom ofheaven is close at hand,"

(Mt.3:2) and the challenging question:

"Are you the one who is to come or must

we wait for someone else?" (Mt. 1 1 :3).

In both instances, there is a sense of

emergency today, rather than to enjoy our

past goodness or guilt, or in our fiiture

greatness and fictional world. We seem to

love the fijture, because it is not here yet,

and the past, because we can dwell on

memories rather than realities. It's easy to

say we will be better, spend more time with

our families, help a person in need, pray

more tomorrow. This is the love-post-

poned syndrome. Advent is coming today.

The Gospel doesn't languish in the

past nor dream in the fijture. It speaks

about today. You remember John the

Baptist being arrested and beheaded for

his courageous confrontation with King

Herod. The story's peak is when John

sends his disciples to Jesus to ask "Are

you really the Messiah our people are

waiting for?" Jesus' answer is not in the

fonn ofa scholarly set ofreligious, histori-

cal and philosophical proofs. Rather, he

says: 'The blind see, the lame walk, the

lepers are healed, the deafhear, the dowTi-

trodden are being liberated." (Mt. 1 1 :5).

Did you notice all the \erhs are in

the present tense? What a great state-

ment, when we are able to say, "See what

I do and you know who I am."

Another example is the dialogue be-

tween St. Peter and Jesus, who asks

three times, "Do you love me?" The triple

emphasis is not an effort by Jesus to test

Peter's sincerity. Nor did Peter later

deny Jesus three times because he cured

his mother-in-law! You can almost read

between the lines: "Peter, do you lo\ e me
not next week, but now?"

There is a sense ofurgency in loving

today and tomorrow, but real lo\'e in-

volves change and renew, which are the

qualities of true repentance so often re-

peated during Ad\'ent.

Repentance is not easy because we are

creatures of habit; we don't want to change

because it is uncomfortable. Modem soci-

ety encourages change, but only in a super-

ficial and commercial fashion. Advertising

deals with changes, but is about shirts,

perfumes, cars, houses. All ofthe above wiU

definitely enhance a new image of our-

selves, a new lifestyle, but will not affect our

hearts, our values, our souls.

For Jesus, the change has to be radi-

cal: to forgive those who hurt us, pray for

those who mistreat us, bless those who
hate us, humble ourselves before the

dregs and outcasts of society.

What distinguishes the good and

the bad people are love and willingness

to renew themselves every day. Love is

contagious, and so are joy and faith.
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St. Helen Church serves Catholics

ofGaston County

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

St. Helen Church, originally built in the 1910s to serve the black Catholic community

of Spencer Mountain, is the spiritual home to 50 families.
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228 Zimmer Rd

Fort Mill, SC 29715

803-396-5399 ext. 240

Mon-Fri: 10am - 5pm

5 min. south ofBallantyne and 1-485

1-485 to Hwy 521 (Johnston Rd).

Go south approx. 5 miles. Shortly after

crossing the state line, turn left at the

BP station. Go % mile and turn left into

Zinnmer Business Park - #228.

CatholicCompany.com

Lake Norman

The Catholic Company - Lake Norman

1 9905 W. Catawba Ave. , Suite 1 06

Cornelius, NC 28031

704-655-9090

Mon,Wed,Thu, Fri: 10am - 6pm
Tue:10am-7pm
Sat: 1 0am - 3pm

In Johnsbury Square - next to Rosetti's

177 to Exit 28 Catawba Ave.

Go west for V2 mile.

The store is on the North side of street.

LakeNorman.CatholicCompany.com

SPENCER MOUNTAIN — The
Catholic church in Spencer Mountain

placed under the patronage of St. Helen

was built in the mid-19 10s, but it was

fi-om the 19th century shadows of the

Benedictine monastery in Belmont that

this mission church was born.

Bishop Leo Haid, the Benedictine

abbot of Belmont and apostolic of

North Carolina, directed the building

of St. Benedict Church just south of

the abbey to serve the black Catholic

population in the area. But with the

building of the abbey church in the

early 1890s, most St. Benedict pa-

ST. HELEN CHURCH

341 Dallas-Spencer Mountain Road

Gastonia, NC 28056

A mission of Our Lady of Consolation,

Charlotte

(704) 922-0670

Vicariate: Gastonia

Pastor: Capuchin Father Jude Duffy

Deacon: Rev. Mr, Guy Riche

Number of Families: 50

Capuchin Father

Jude Duffy

rishioners assimilated into that new
church community.

St. Joseph Church near Mount
Holly — one of the oldest existing

churches in western North Carolina,

built in 1843 — became a mission for

black Catholics for a brief period as well.

By the mid-1910s, Benedictine

Father Michael Mclnerney, a re-

nowned architect, was designing

plans for a new church to be built in

Spencer Mountain, north of the ab-

bey. The site for the church— and, in

part, its inspiration — came from

Robert Gardin, a former Baptist who
in his younger days converted to Ca-

tholicism after having a dream in

which St. Peter called on him to con-

tinue his faith by way of the Catholic

Church.

Local lore? Perhaps, but Gardin's

conversion is said to have brought

hundreds of friends, neighbors and

family members — including eight

siblings — into the church. With
Gardin's enthusiasm and Father

Mclnerney's plans, the red brick

building was constructed.

Benedictine Father Mclchior

Reichert, one of the original monks
who traveled from Pennsylvania to

help establish Belmont Abbey, was
the first priest assigned to St. Helen

Church. He later founded St. Joseph

School for the black children in

nearby Dallas.

By the mid- 1930s, when Abbot
Vincent Taylor began his pastorate ol

the abbey and its territory, the black

parishioners of St. Joseph Church in

Mount Holly had transferred to St:

Helen Church. The school in Dallas

was also closed.

The Spencer Mountain church

would remain in the care of the

Benedictines for decades to come, and

except for the period from 1926 until

1934, when St. Helen was a weekend

assignment, there was a regular min-

isterial presence at the church.

The nullius territory of Belmoni

Abbey was partitioned in 1960, plac-

ing St. Helen Church under the ad-

ministration of the Diocese of Raleigh

(which encompassed all of Nortl

Carolina at the time). The church be-i

came a mission of Queen of th(i

Apostles Church in Belmont, one Oi

the many parishes established witli

the help of the missionary zeal of th<

nearby Benedictines.

In November 1991, th<

Benedictine pastorate officially endec

in Spencer Mountain, and St. Helei

Church became a mission of St

Michael Church in Gastonia, witl

then-pastor Father George Kloste:

serving as pastor of the two commu
nities.

With the diocesan landscap(

growing and changing during thi

1990s, St. Helen Church was agaii

placed in the care of Queen of th'

Apostles in July 1995. In addition t(

his' duties in Belmont, then-pasto

Father Richard Hokanson also minis

tered to the almost 50 household

comprising the Spencer Mountaii

church family.

In 2000, St. Helen became unde

the care of Our Lady of Consolatioi

Church in Charlotte, with Capuchi'

Father Judy Duffy as pastor. In No
vember 2002, Rev. Mr. Guy Piche

diocesan director of properties, be

came the church's permanent deacor

In August 2003, the church eel

ebrated a homecoming at whic'

original families of the church wer

invited. More than 150 peopli

attended the special event.

Other activities over the past yea

and a half included the annual blessin

of the cemetery on All Soul's Day,

blessing of pets on the feast day of S

Francis of Assisi, a Halloween carniv;

for the children of the parish, a men
" club and weekly Scripture an

spiritual studies groups.

On Nov. 23, 2003, National Blac

Catholic History Month and the hi:

tory of St. Helen Church was recalle

during a special Mass celebrated b

Msgr. Mauricio W. West, chancellc,

and vicar general of the Diocese <

Charlotte.

Through Benedictine cultivatic,

and ancestral heritage, St. Helet

Church in Spencer Mountain convey

in its mission statement a dedicatic^

to tradition — that of the Cathol

Church and of African and Africai

American culture.
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Driving literacy one book at a time

Photos by Karen A. Evans

Students in the Charlotte area collected nearly a thousand booksfor
local organizations in November.

Above, Sarah Kramer, a kindergartner at St. Mark Catholic School,

reads one of several hundred new and gently used books collected as

part ofNational Children's Book Week, which will be disti'ibuted to

the battered women's shelter, homeless shelter and the Children's

Hospital at Carolinas Medical Center.

At left, D'arcy Kenworthy sorts through the box of books collected by

Boy Scouts Pack 9 Bear Den at St. Patrick Church. The eight-

member troop collected more than 200 booksfor the Charlotte Reads
book drive. Charlotte Reads supports Reach Out and Read, The
Family Literacy Program, Bright Beginnings and Workplace Basic
Skills.

Scars and lies

One woman s

journey from

abortion to healing

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE —
Constance Russo knows first-

hand how it feels to be young,

alone and pregnant. She also

knows the pain of choice.

As a teenager, Russo
looked for the love she was
missing in her home and
turned not to God but to men.

She became promiscuous. At
age 19, she became pregnant.

She went to a Planned
Parenthood clinic where she

felt pushed into having an

abortion. Abortion had been le-

gal for only five years and the

counselors never discussed the

emotional or physical reper-

cussions an abortion could

cause. She was scared and un-

informed.

According to Russo, the

counselors at Planned Parent-

hood compared having an
abortion "to having a wart re-

moved." The counselors made
it seem as if after the abortion,

time would turn back and the

experience of being pregnant

and having an abortion had
never happened. She was also

told that she could "get mar-
ried and have babies later."

At a Kaiser hospital in

California, there was an as-

sembly line of gurneys holding

young women waiting to have

abortions, Russo said.

"We were all crying, all

shell-shocked," she said. The
procedure was not explained to

See ABORTION, page 9

Bishops told of national sex

abuse response plans

AUDIT, INVESTIGATIVE

RESULTS TO BE

RELEASED EARLY 2004

BY JERRRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

W^ASHINGTON — Ma-
jor national studies on the cri-

sis of clergy sexual abuse of

minors and the U.S. bishops'

response to it wUl be released

next January and February,

members of the U.S. Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops
learned Nov. 11.

Justice Anne Burke, interim

chair of the National Review
Board monitoring diocesan

compliance with the bishops'

program to protect children and

respond to clergy sexual abuse,

told the bishops that the board

plans to release two major stud-

ies Feb. 27 at a press conference

in Washington.

They are the national

study on the extent of sexual

abuse of minors by Catholic

priests and deacons since 1950

by the John Jay College of

Criminal Justice in New York
and the board's consensus re-

port on interviews with bish-

ops, priests-abusers, victims

and a wide array of profession-

als regarding the "causes and

context" of the abuse crisis, she

said.

Burke, a justice of the Ap-

See ABUSE, page 8
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Seeking La Posada

Sacred Heart students' search for

shelter
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December ordination

Three seminarians to become

transitional deacons

I PAGE

7

Culture Watch

2003's top movies, Santa

style
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

FIGHTING FOR HER CAUSE

CNS PHOTO BY Alessia Giuliani, Catholic Press Photo

New Jersey Sister Margherita Marchione displays a portrait of Pope Pius XII in St.

Peter's Square in early December. The 82-year-old member of the Religious Teachers

Filippini order appealed to Pope John Paul II and various Vatican officials for the

beatification of Pius XII. Her admiration for the World War II pontiff stands in sharp

contrast with some historians who have portrayed him as silent on the treatment of

New Jersey nun keeps up

pressure for beatification

of Pius XII
from Jews who were saved through the

late pope's efforts. And she is a little

disappointed, after writing five books on

the subject, few opponents wQl debate

with her.

"I'm waiting for the opportunity, be-

cause I've got the documentation for ev-

erything," she said.

Her interest in Pope Pius's wartime

papacy grew in the 1990s, when she

listened to older members of her reli-

gious order describe how they and other

Catholic institutions in Rome hid and

saved many Jews. Her 1997 book on the

subject credited Pope Pius with making

this protection mission possible.

Her latest book, "Pope Pius XII,"

sketches a case for the late pontiff as

someone who prudently and quietly

helped the Jews, opposed Hitler at every

turn and practiced the virtues of a saint.

She calls it her "positio," a reference to the

term used by the Vatican for the dossier

that launches a person's sainthood cause.

In the case of Pope Pius XII, the

Vatican's "positio" is still being prepared.

Sister Marchione would like to help

move things along, though she's aware

this sainthood cause is controversial. Je-

suit Father Peter Gumpel, who is help-

ing to document Pope Pius XII's saint-

hood cause, said it would take several

years for the beatification.

ROME (CNS)— New Jersey Sister

Margherita Marchione, one of the most

energetic defenders of Pope Pius XII,

didn't surprise Pope John Paul II when

she asked him in a late November audi-

ence: 'Tour Holiness, almost 50 years

have passed. When will Pope Pius XII

be beatified?"

Sister Marchione explained hun-

dreds of people around the world had

asked her to implore the pope's help in

speeding up the beatification process.

The pontiff smiled and acknowledged

her interest, but made no commitments.

She took it up with the pope's secre-

tary, Archbishop Stanislaw Dziwisz,

who said the pope had read all her letters

and appeals. She went to the Congrega-

tion for Saints' Causes, where Cardinal

Jose Saraiva Martins promised her

things were moving along at the proper

— and carefijl— pace.

Those who know the 82-year-old

Sister Marchione, a member of the Reli-

gious Teachers Filippini order in

Morristown, N.J., are not surprised at

her in-your-face approach, event at the

Vatican. She says criticism about Pope

Pius' alleged "silence" on the treatment of

the Jews during World War II is a

"smear campaign."

She wonders why Jewish organiza-

tions today don't highlight testimonials

Religious groups look at raising profile

of nuclear disarmament
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Partici-

pants in an interfaith consultation on

nuclear disarmament in Washington be-

lieve it's time to raise the profile of the

issue— 25 years after the SALT II treaty

led to the United States and the Soviet

Union scaling back their weapons.

At a Dec. 3 consultation in Wash-
ington, representatives of several dozen

religious organizations acknowledged

that, amid the global debates about ter-

rorism and weapons of mass destruc-

tion over the past couple of years, con-

cerns about nuclear disarmament have

been little more than part of the babble.

The conference included status re-

ports on nuclear weapons policies and

weapons development. Speakers dis-

cussed strategies for bringing concerns

about nuclear weapons to the attention

of the White House and members of

Congress, and how to mobilize reli-

gious congregations to support disar-

Diocesan,=planner

BODNE VICARIATE

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory of Divine Love Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Thurs-

days of each month at 1 p.m. or 7 p.m. Please

call (336) 372-8846 for specific time.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Father Patrick Winslow

will present an Advent retreatDec. 20 9 a.m.-3

p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul Church, 6828 Old

Reid Rd. Call Peggy at (704) 588-73 11 for

reservations or e-mail bhoppy57@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE — The Charlotte Catholic

High School Alumni Association is hosting

the annual Alumni Basketball Tournament

Dec. 26. All alumni are welcome to partici-

pate. To register, please visit

www.CharlotteCatholicAlumni.org or call

Jennifer B. Johnson at (704) 543-9118.

Alumni and their families are also invited to

the Alumni Christmas Party Dec. 27 at 8 p.m.

at the Gin Mill, 141 1 S. Tryon St. No RSVP
required.

CHARLOTTE— Christians in Career Tran-

sition is a ministry of St. Matthew Church,

80 1 5 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., devoted to

helping people in career crises. The meetings

take place on the first and third Monday of

each month, 7-9 p.m. in the conference room.

For more information, call Rev. Mr. Jim

Hamrlik at (704) 576-0456,

HUNTERSVILLE — Natural Family Plan-

ningdasses are being held the third Wednes-

day of every month at 7 p.m. at St. Mark

mament.
Gerry Po>yers, director of Inter-

national Justice and Peace for the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops, re-

minded participants that with their
'

1983 pastoral letter, "The Challenge

of Peace," the U.S. bishops "made it

OK to talk about morality and
nuclear weapons."

Until that point, public discus-

sion about nuclear weapons was pri-

marily about limiting the arms race,

but not for reasons based in morality,

he said. Now, "everyone knows reli-

gious leaders think nuclear weapons

are problematic."

Others at the conference proposed

strategies for appealing to members

of Congress and presidential candi-

dates; they include using people's en-

thusiasm on other political issues as a

way of reaching politicians to lobby

for disarmament.

Catholic Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd., Room
200. Classes are taught by Dr. Matthew
Harrison. All are welcome to attend, no regis-

tration required. Call (704) 948-023 1 for direc-

tions and more information.

CHARLOTTE - The Ladies Ancient Order oj

Hibernians Division 1 Mecklenburg County-St.

Brigid, an Irish-Catholic social and charitable

inter-parish group, meet the third Wednesday
ofeach month at 7:30 p.m. at St. Gabriel Church,

30 1 6 Providence Rd. Anyone interested in their

Irish-Catholic roots, call Jeanmarie Schuler at

(704) 554-0720 for further information.

CHARLOTTE — Thank God It's Friday

(TGIF), a weekly support group for separated

and divorced women, meets the third Friday oi

each month at 7 p.m. in the St. Matthew Church

parish center, 8015 Ballantyne Pkwy., with a

potluck dinner with a guest speaker from the

community. TGIF is a healing ministry spon-

sored by Catholic Social Services, Charlotte Re-

gional Office and St. Matthew Church. For de-

tails, call Trish Wilson at (704) 543-8986.

CHARLOTTE — New Creation Monastery in-

vites you to a day of silence and solitude in th«

presence of Almighty God. The monastery of

fers private spiritual retreats for lay people

Write to Father John Vianney Hoover at New
Creation Monastery, 11517 Spreading Oak Ln,

Charlotte, NC 28226 about why you want to gc

on retreat and when. For more information, cal

(704) 541-5026.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

GASTONIA — Is peace possible in our time!

What can we do to bring peace to our 'world;

Join us for the next Prayer Vigilfor Peace Dec

15, 7-8 p.m. at St. Mark's Episcopal Church

258 W. Franklin Blvd. Come pray with people o

all faiths - Jewish, Christian, Muslim and other

- as we gather together to ask the Lord for peaci
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope meets Dalai Lama in

strictly religious encounter,

Vatican says
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II held talks with the ex-

iled Tibetan spiritual leader, the

Dalai Lama, in a meeting
downplayed by the Vatican for fear of

political reaction by China.

The Dalai Lama spoke privately

with the pope Nov. 27 in an audience not

listed on the pontiffs official activities. A
papal spokesman said afterward "it was
a brief courtesy visit, of an exclusively

religious nature."

An informed Vatican source said the

Vatican recognizes the Dalai Lama as a

world religious leader and for that rea-

son the pope was pleased to meet with

him. But the Dalai Lama has also been
pushing for autonomy for Tibet, a land

he fled with about 100,000 Tibetan

in our time. Ifyou have any questions or need
directions, contact St. Mark's Church at (704)
86'1~45S1 or Dennis Teall-Fleming at (704)
825-9600, ext. 26, or teallfleming@yahoo.com.

BELMONT— Queen of the Apostles. Church,
503 N. Main St., will host a Supper-Study Series

Dec. 1 7 in the Family Center. Dinner begins at 6
p.m. with children's activities at 6:30. Catechesis

will take place time 6:45-7:30 p.m. Father Joe
Zuschmidt will speak on the sacrament ofrecon-
ciliation, in preparation for the parish Advent
reconciliation service Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. in the
church. For details, call Dennis Teall-Fleming
at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26 or e-mail
teallfleming@yahoo.com.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GUILFORD COUNTY— The Ancient Order of
Hibernians Guilford County Division, the oldest

and largest order of Irish Catholic men, is look-
ing for more Irish Catholic men tojoin them for

meetings, educational seminars and social

events. Contact Michael Slane at (336) 665-9264
for time and location.

HICKORY VICARIATE

MARION — Our Lady of the Angels, 258
North Garden St., will host a one-day retreat,

"A Preparationfor Christmas," Dec. 17, 9 a.ra.-

1 p.m. The guest speaker will be Father Tho-
mas Selvaraj, pastor ofSaint Joseph ofthe Hills

Church in Eden. The retreat will consist of
talks, reflections, exposition of Blessed Sacra-
ment, reconciliation. Benediction and refresh-
ments. For more information please- call (828)
'652-6851.

NEWTON— The Little Flowers Catholic Girls-

Group is for all Catholic girls ages five and up.

[The group meets the fourth Monday of each
[month at St. Joseph Church, 720 West 18th St.,

it 4 p.m. in the Holy Family Hall. For more
details, call Debbie Vickers at (828) 495-2039

Buddhists when it was occupied in 1959

by China, which has placed tight con-

trols on Buddhist monasteries.

'The Vatican's concern, of course, is

to avoid repercussions by the Chinese

government on the Chinese Catholic

community," the Vatican source said.

China routinely objects when for-

eign government officials meet with the

Dalai Lama, who is still recognized by
many of his followers as the spiritual

and temporal ruler of Tibet. He has met
with Pope John Paul several times.

Speaking to reporters after the

papal audience, the Dalai Lama said

he had come simply to pay his respect

to the pope and show appreciation for

the pope's efforts to promote peace
and interreligious harmony.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE — St. Therese Catholic
Church, 217 Brawley School Rd., will
present the annual Advent Service of Lessons and
Carols Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. This service will cel-

ebrate the preparation of the season through
music and scripture by the Chancel Adult and
Handbell Choirs and the Lake Norman En-
semble. Call the church office at (70*) 66*-
3992 for more information.

MOORESVILLE — The adult enrichment
program of St. Therese Church, 2 1 7 Brawley
School Rd., will present "The True Story of
Birth of Jesus Christ" Dec. 21 at 10:15 a.m.

For more information, call Tom Calabro at

(704) 664-7762.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM— In recognition ofthe
ministry of Betsy Meehan, who is presently
on sick leave from her position as music direc-

tor of St. Leo the Great Church, the St. Leo
choir will present "Encounters with Christ A
Celebration of the Birth, Passion, Death and
Resurrection ofOur Lord. "The concert will be
held on Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. at St. Leo the Great
Church, 335 Springdale Ave. Admission is

free. For details cafl the church office at (336)
724-0661.

CLEMMONS— Holy Family Church, 4820
Kinnamon Rd., offers Eucluristic Adoration
every Thursday. Exposition begins at 6 p.m.
and benediction is at 9 p.m.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing Com-
panions is a grief support group for the be-

reaved that meets the first and third Thurs-
days ofthe month in conference room B at St.

Leo the Great Church, 336 Springdale Ave.
For further details, call Joanne Parcel at (336)
924-9478

endar
Bishop Peter J. Jugis will participate

m thefollowing events:

December 21 — 11:30 a.m.

Transitional diaconate ordination Mass
5t. Vincent de Paul Church, Charlotte

December 24 — Midnight

Dhristmas Eve Mass
5t. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

December 25 — 11 a.m.

Christmas Mass
St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

January 1—11 a.m.

New Year's Day Mass
St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Pope urges Catholics, Muslims to

increase dialogue for peace
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In a

speech to Iranian Muslim leaders and in

a letter to international Catholic organi-

zations, Pope John Paul II urged re-

newed efforts to increase respect among
peoples to build peace.

"Religion is, in fact, called to build

bridges between individuals, peoples

and cultures, to be a sign of hope for

humanity," the pope told nine Iranian

Muslim leaders participating in a Dec. 2

meeting at the Vatican.

The leaders, led by Ayatollah
Mahmood Mohammadi Araqi, head of

the Organization for Islamic Culture

and Communications in Tehran, were
participating in their fourth collo-

quium with members of the Pontifical

Council for Interreligious Dialogue.

The meeting's theme, "Truth, Justice,

Love, Freedom: Pillars of Peace," was
taken from Blessed Pope John XXIII's
encyclical, "Pacem in Terris" ("Peace

on Earth"). •

"Today there is an especially urgent

need for dialogue, understanding and
cooperation between the world's great

religions, especially Christianity and Is-

lam," said the pope.

He asked the Iranian leaders and
"all men and women of good will to join

your voices with mine as I repeat that

the holy name of God must never be

used to incite violence or terrorism, to

promote hatred or exclusion."

Asking God's blessings on alLefforts

to promote Catholic-Muslim coopera-

tion for peace, the pope also prayed God
would grant "to all mankind the courage
and strength to embrace truth, justice,

love and freedom as true pillars ofpeace."

In a message published Dec. 2 by
the Vatican, the pope also encouraged
Catholic organizations to take a more
active role in building a culture ofpeace.

The Conference of International

Catholic Organizations, which in-

cludes some 40 groups ranging from
the International Catholic Conference
on Scouting to the International
Catholic Union of the Press, was meet-
ing Nov. 30-Dec. 6 in Rome.

The pope told the group that build-

ing a culture ofpeace requires an aware-

ness that human rights have corre-

sponding human duties.

'You can't sleep in'

CNS PHOTO Bv Owen Sweeney III, Catholic Review

"You can't sleep in, because if you do, you're buried," says Mary Maureen Shanklin,

who is raising 15 children — 13 through adoption. She is pictured, seated at

center, with her children outside their Baltimore home.

DID YOU KNOW?

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
The feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, celebrated Dec. 12, celebrates the apparitions of

Mary to a devout Nahua Indian, Juan Diego, on Tepeyac Hill in December 1531. Mary's
message of hope was for a fusion of the two cultures, Spanish Catholic and Native
American. As a result of the apparitions and the miracles attributed to Mary, 8 million

Mexicans converted to Catholicism within a few years.

CORRECTION

Father Matthew Buettner was misidentified in a column headline in the Dec. 5 issue.
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'A LIVING LEGACY'

Greensboro builderendows

fiindsfbrSt PiusXChurch
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

GREENSBORO — Roger

Kavanagh is still finding ways to get it

done.

"He was well known for his leader-

. ship in the business community and his

concern for the citizens of Greensboro,"

said Msgr. Anthony Marcaccio, pastor

of St. Pius X Church in Greensboro.

Kavanagh, a St. Pius X parishioner

and leader in Greensboro's home build-

ing industry, died July 25, 2002. In his

more than 30-year career, his company

built 25,000 single-family homes and

apartments in North and South Carolina.

"He was very successful in the busi-

ness world, but you wouldn't know it

fi-om his demeanor," said Father George

Kloster, pastor of St. Pius X Church fi-om

1979 untQ 1988. "He was a quiet, pri-

vate person."

He was also a supportive person,

said Father Kloster, especially fi-om be-

hind the scenes.

"In all my years in Greensboro, I

don't recall him being out fi-ont about

anything, but he was very supportive of

others," said Father Kloster. "If

Kavanagh could offer (financial or

moral) support to a project, he would."

"Mr. Kavanagh was a long-stand-

ing, generous and faith-filled member of

our church who supported every major

effort in our parish and diocese," said

Msgr. Marcaccio.

"Catholicism was very engrained in

his culture," he said. "He was always

faithful to the church in his own quiet
'

way."

Kavanagh helped build Dolan

Manor, a housing complex for low-in-

come seniors, on the property of St. Pius

X Church.

"It had never been done in the dio-

cese before," said Father Kloster, "(but) it

happened, and part of it was because

Roger was in the background encourag-

ing to make it happen."

When he died, Kavanagh left money

to various charities around Greensboro.

Several years before his death,

Kavanagh had met with Jim Kelley, di-

rector of the Foundation for the Diocese

of Charlotte, to find a way to keep sup-

porting his Greensboro parish after he

was gone. Kavanagh decided to set up

endowments to support St. Pius X.

"Mr. Kavanagh's estate has pro-

vided funds to endow our parish and its

future needs, as well as provide our

school with much-needed financial assis-

tance for tuition," said Msgr. Marcaccio.

Those two endowments total more

than $430,000.

An endowment is a permanent fund

placed in the diocesan Foundation that

earns income over time. The original

amount is not spent, but the income can

be used in a manner stipulated in a

person's estate plan or in an endowment

agreement, according to Kelley.

The Foundation is a non-profit or-

ganization established to provide en-

dowments for the Diocese of Charlotte

and its parishes, schools, agencies and

organizations.

People in the diocese are giving not

only of their current income, said Kelley,

but more and more people are taking

another step in stewardship by giving

their cumulative assets to take care of the

church.

"The endowments established in

Mr. Kavanagh's name are a living

legacy that will help us answer the call to

ministry together," said Msgr.

Marcaccio.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese. org.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

In addition to a bequest in a will — in which you

can stipulate that the Foundation or named en-

dowment receives a specific amount, a percent-

age of your estate, or remainder after other be-

quests are filled — there are five other primary

ways to donate an endowment to the diocese,

according to Gina Rhodes, diocesan director of

planned giving. They are:

— Gifts of cash, securities or real estate.

— Gifts of life insurance, which allow you to make

a gift that might be larger than if you were to give

an asset outright. You can donate a paid policy

that you already own, or you can purchase a

policy to donate.

— Life income arrangements, in which allow you

to make a gift during your lifetime while retaining

and even increasing your income from those as-

sets for the remainder of your life. This includes

trusts and charitable gift annuities.

— Gifts from retirement plans, which you can des-

ignate your endowment as the remainder benefi-

ciary of an IRA, 401 K, or annuity to receive what

is left in your retirement plan after your death.

—A gift of life estate in real property, which allows

you to enjoy your home or vacation property dur-

ing your lifetime, while giving you the satisfaction

of knowing your church will benefit from the gift

after your death.

To learn more about planned giving or to set up

an endowment, call Jim Kelley at (704) 370-3301

or e-maifjkkelley@charlottediocese.org, or Gina

Rhodes at (704) 370-3320 or e-mail

gmrhodes@ charlottediocese.org.

Carolina
Catholic
Bookshoppe
Beautiful Christmas items!

Christma,s Cards, Nativity Sets,

Special Christmas Gifts & Books

»linacathoIicbooks.com

704-342-2878
Fax (704) 334-3313

44]0-F Monroe Road,
Charlotte, NC

We welcome
mail orders

and special

orders!

UNCC Catholic campus

ministry iends hands to society

BY COURTNEY CLIFFORD
SPECIAL TO THE CATHOLIC NEirS &

HERALD

CHARLOTTE— Imagine a world

void of compassion; a place where no one

attempts to feed the hungry, clothe the

naked or shelter the homeless; a war-

torn land fi-ee from peace promoters and

volunteers.

Fortunately, this fictitious world

could not succeed for long. In reality,

there are compassionate volunteers and

peace promoters who help the world

stay afloat today.

The University ofNorth Carolina at

Charlotte's Catholic Campus Ministry

is one group that, little by little, strives to

make the world a better place.

"Our Catholic faith teaches us to use

the gifts God gave us to help others,"

said Justin Schumacher, ministry intern.

"We're taught that meeting human

needs comes before satisfying our desires

for luxuries."

Catholic Campus Ministry's devo-

tion to service projects demonstrates its

efforts to help the less fortunate. Group

members have raised lif^saving dollars

for the American Cancer Society by par-

ticipating in its signature event. Relay

For Life.

In November, the group con-

structed a house for a low-income family

through Habitat for Humanity. The
ministry's members have also partici-

pated in food and clothing drives, recy-

cling programs and services for the

Catholic Church.

In addition to these corporal works

of mercy. Catholic Campus Ministry

members aid others through spiritual

works of mercy. The spiritual works of

mercy are counseling the doubtflil, in-

structing the ignorant, admonishing sin-

ners, comforting the afflicted, forgiving

offenses, bearing wrongs patiently and

praying for the living and the dead.

"We try to lend a helping hand to

those less fortunate," said student-leader

Josh Hallingse. "We can truly see the

love of God in our everyday lives when

people come together and put their good

deeds into action by simply helping."

Although the university's Catholic

Campus Ministry members can't move

mountains or turn tree leaves into

money, they can help improve the qual-

ity of life for some people.

All they have to do is remember the

words of Dorothy Day, co-founder of the

Catholic Worker Movement: "We can,

to a certain extent, change the world; we

work for the oasis, the little cell ofjoy and

peace in a harried world. We can throw a

pebble in a pond and be confident that

its ever-widening circle will reach the

world."

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

To learn more about Catholic Cam-

pus Ministry at UNC-Charlotte, visit

www.uncc.edu/catholic_community,

or e-mail Josh Hallingse at josh-

hallingse@hotmail.com.

ANOTHER BLESSING FROM LOURDES

PGA Golf Pro Ron Garcia, member of Immaculate

Conception Church, tells of a religious experience that led

to a cure for asthma and year-round allergies. By sharing

the story of his spiritual enlightenment, he hopes to help

others with similar ailments.

For a copy of his complete manuscript, mail check or money order for $14 (includes handling) to:

Ron Garcia, PO Box 181 7, Hendersonville, NC 28793 Visit www.rglourdes.com

Ever wonder how to answer kids, relatives or neighbors about Catholic

traditions? Do you know if Noah and the Ark is real history, or if your

dog will go to heaven? Which came first: the Bible or the Church?

If not, then you'll want to read the brand new book

"Not Everyone Calls Me FATHER"
Explaining the Bible and the Faith in Appalachia by Edwin Daschbach SVD

^

"An interesting, well-written, clear and direct but warm and humorous

explanation of Catholic traditions. Father Daschbach, pastor in a

mission territory offew Catholics, bases his short essays on the best

ofProtestant and Catholic Scripture studies. With a photographer's

eye, he draws his comparisons from the life he observes in the area.

Father Daschbach's pastoral concern and love for the people shine

through, making this book a people-friendly resource for answering

fundamentalist claims against the Catholic Church.

"

— Father David Mayer, SVD Professor of American Literature, Japan

'This book is a significant contribution to a more accurate

understanding of the Truth of Sacred Scripture among the ChnsUan

faithful, and I am happy to endorse it. "
. ^ ,— H^Bishop Bernard Schmitt Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston

IHEi' : / I U
77 topics with photos

copyright 2004

ISBN 0-9664525-1-8

$8.95 (plus $3.95 shipping/handling

)

Divine Word Missionaries

Appalachian Book Order #2

n 2.90 total PO Box 6099

Techny, Illinois 60082-6099

Phone orders: (800) 828-8738 Fax orders; (847) 272-8572 e-mail: info@svdmissions.org
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SEEKING LA POSADA

Sacred Heart students reenact Holy
Family's search for shelter

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

SALISBURY — Mary and Jo-

seph knocked on each door, Joseph

asking for shelter for his pregnant
wife and himself In each classroom of

Sacred Heart Catholic School, they

were turned away, told there was no
room for them. Nine times they sang
their request, and nine times the re-

fusal came back to the same tune.

Students at Sacred Heart School

reenacted La Posada, a Mexican tra-

dition that recollects Mary and
Joseph's search for lodging on the eve

of Jesus' birth, for nine days begin-

ning Dec. 9. La Posada means inn or

lodging in Spanish.

Commemorating the Holy
Family's journey to Bethlehem, the

origins of La Posada can be traced

back to St. Ignatius Loyola in the

16th century. He suggested a Christ-

mas novena, and in 1580 St. John of
the Cross made a religious pageant
out of the proceedings. Seven years

later the nine-day remembrance was
introduced to the Indians in Mexico
by Spanish missionaries.

Kathleen Miller, principal of Sa-
cred Heart School, decided to cel-

ebrate La Posada this year as a way
of preparing the students for Christ-

mas by teaching them about novenas
and other cultures' traditions. A dif-

ferent pair of eighth-graders are tak-

ing on the roles of Mary and Joseph
sach of the nine days.

"Instead of getting (the students)

eady for Santa, we're getting them
eady for Jesus," Miller said.

Maria Rivera, who portrayed
Mary the first day of Sacred Heart's

La Posada, took part in La Posada
seven times in her native Honduras.

"(As Mary and Joseph) it's hard,

to need something and be turned
away," Rivera said.

On the ninth day, Dec. 19, Mary
and Joseph will be welcomed into one

Consolidate

High-interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

Low Interest

& Interest-only

Programs

9{appy ^oCicfaysfrom

(Central <^<^uiti^ l^ort^a^e

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:
Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

No Payment
until

February 2004!

No
Out-of -Pocket

Closing Costs

I'll help you realize your home ownership dreams this holiday season.

]^ *Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

Interesl rate shown is Prime (4%), minus 1/4%, based on 80% or less LTV. Subjecl to underwriting conditions.

of the classrooms and a Mexican fam-
ily from Sacred Heart School will pro-
vide traditional Mexican treats for

the students.

Father Julio Dominguez, paro-
chial vicar for Sacred Heart Church
and a native of Mexico, translated the

La Posada songs into English.
Cynthia Desch, second-grade teacher

at Sacred Heart School, taught the

songs to the students.

Students also learn about the an-

ticipation of waiting to see who will

eventually welcome them and give

them la Posada, Miller said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A.
Evans by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-

mail kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Photos by Karen A. Evans

Eighth-graders Maria Rivera and John

Simpson portray Mary and Joseph on the

first day of Sacred Heart School's La

Posada reenactment Dec. 9. Over nine

days, different students will play the

couple seeking lodging to commemorate
the Holy Family's journey to Bethlehem.

La Posada, a Mexican tradition, can be

traced back to the 1 6th century.

Holy Trinity

student to run in

National Junior

Olympics
CHARLOTTE— Alex Focht, 13,

will compete in the National Junior

Olympics Cross Country 2003
Championships to be held in Albu-
querque, N.M., Dec. 13.

Focht, a seventh-grader at Holy
Trinity Catholic Middle School in

Charlotte, is an honor student and
year-round swimmer on the New
South Swim Team.

She qualified for the National
Junior Olympics after placing ninth

in the USA Track & Field state meet
and then 19th in regional competition

for cross country.

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We have been very pleased ivith the readers' response to our ad in

The Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number
ofpublications and none has produced the interest and response we've received

from The Catholic News & Herald.
"

— Jill B.Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angels
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WELCOMING THE STRANGER

Government looking to reach out to

immigrants witli new assistance
BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
federal agency charged with settling

immigrants will enlist churches and

community organizations to provide

a range of services to help newcomers
with the transition to life in the

United States.

Alfonso Aguilar, chief of the new
Office of Citizenship under the De-

partment of Homeland Security, said

in November that in the next six

months his agency would launch a

test run of a program that follows the

models of Canada and Australia

when it comes to helping new immi-

grants adjust to the country.

Among the differences between

the current U.S. approach and that of

the other countries are things as

simple as providing basic informa-

tion would-be immigrants need in an

easy format on agency Web sites, and

efforts such as Canada's practice of

pairing new immigrants with Cana-

dians who serve as mentors while

they get settled.

Other aspects of the proposal

would include having community
groups and churches provide classes

in English, American history and
U.S. culture, in addition to similar

courses already directed at immi-
grants who are at the point of seeking

naturalized citizenship.

Aguilar told Catholic News Ser-

vice he hopes to have a pilot program
running in a handful of cities by

March.
Mark Franken, director of Mi-

gration and Refugee Services for the

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,

said he thinks Aguilar's concept is

"right on."

"We've tried to influence the gov-

ernment on this in the past," he told

CNS.
But he's concerned that there has

been little mention of any financial

resources to support the churches and

community organizations being

asked to provide a range of new ser-

vices to immigrants.

Franken said he has argued for

years that the government should

provide all immigrants the kind of

resettlement assistance it currently

offers to refugees. That includes help-

ing refugees find jobs, providing En-
glish classes and matching them with

people in the communities where they

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Haring

Workers wave the flag of Mexico in front of the U.S. Capitol as they rally for changes

in immigration laws Oct. 2 in Washington. The group was among those traveling

across the country with the Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride to focus attention on

immigrant rights.

settle who help them acclimate to life

in the United States. Refugees also are

given a monthly stipend for about

eight months, as well as medical cov-

erage and assistance in finding em-
ployment.

Refugees come to the United
States after fleeing their homeland,

typically because of war or natural

disasters. Their status of being un-

able to remain in their own countries

distinguishes them from the general

immigrant population, including

people who come to the United States

to reunite with family members, for

better jobs or for education.

Through MRS-affiliated pro-

grams in dioceses, the Catholic

Church resettles more refugees than

any other entity in the country. That
work is largely funded by the federal

government through grants.

MRS also provides a range of ser-

vices, from legal aid to pastoral pro-

grams for migrants, for other kinds of

immigrants.

Franken said he believes some of

the kinds of services Aguilar is pro-

moting are currently being offered to

other immigrants through parishes

and dioceses operating on their own.

but it's not in any kind of nationally

coordinated system, as Aguilar envi-

sions.

Aguilar said he thinks such ef-

forts will help newcomers become
more integrated into their new home.

"Many people arrive skeptical of

government," he said. "The Canadi-

ans have found that this helps them

understand how government func-

tions in a place where government

actually functions well."

He said the Canadian experience

after 30 years of this kind of outreach

has been that immigrants' percep-

tions of how government works is

dramatically better because of the

outreach.

Retired Jesuits

modesty belies

effoils on behalf of

world's refugees
WASHINGTON (CNS) — It

shouldn't have come as a surprise to

those gathered to honor Jesuit Father

Frank Moan at the National Migration

Conference in Washington this summer
that he was a no-show.

A modest man, the founder of Jesuit

Refugee Service USA and "Refugee

Voices," an educational radio program

about refugee life, can be engaged in

conversation for almost a fijll hour be-

fore mentioning his trip to Bosnia-

Herzegovina in the early 1990s at the

height of sniper activity in Sarajevo.

'That was probably the most dar-

ing thing I ever did, because I had to go

in by a U.N. plane and I couldn't go in

without a flak jacket and helmet," said

the 76-year-old priest.

"At that time, even though you

landed supposedly in a safe place," he

added, "when the plane landed, we were

told we had to run from the plane to the

hangar.".

It was for this work in Bosnia, and

for his efforts on behalf of refugees in

Cambodia, the Philippines, El Salvador,

Jordan, Israel and around the globe that

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

and the Catholic Legal Immigration

Network honored Father Moan.
^

CNS PHOTO FROM Refugee Voices

Jesuit Father Frank Moan, right, holds

a baby while visiting a refugee camp on

the Thai-Cambodian border in this 1986

photo.

THE "LAST KISS" OFYOUR LIFE

"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

'"Last Kiss' by Richard Staley is the superbly written story of Patrick,

an ordinary man who is always busy...perhaps too busy to give one last

k/ss to one near and dear to him. Yet an extraordinary angel shows him

the importance of never taking people for granted in this often chaotic

and ever-changing world. Last Kiss' is commended as an especially

thoughtful, original, and heartwarming novel.

"

$13.95
plus $2,50 shipping—James A. Cox, Editor-in-Chief, The Midwest Book Review

To order, mail check or money order to: Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, NC 28277
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Bishop Jugis to celebrate

first ordination

Above are, from left to right, seminarians Timothy Reid, Robert Conway and John Starczewski who will ordained

to the transitional diaconate at a Mass at St. Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte at 11:30 a.m. Dec. 21.

Three semimrians to become transitional deacons

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Bishop Peter J.

Jugis will ordain three seminarians to

the transitional diaconate at a Mass at

St. Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte

at 11:30 a.m. Dec. 21.

Those to be ordained are Timo-
thy Reid, Robert Conway and John

C
c
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Starczewski.

Reid, a native ofMartinsville, Ind., is

the son of Gordon and Sharon Reid. He
earned his bachelor's degree in 1988

from the University of Indiana and his

master's degree in philosophy at Theo-
logical College of the Catholic Univer-

sity of America in Washington, D.C.,

and is presently concluding his studies

THE BEST OF WALL
STREET JUST DOWN
YOUR STREET.

Stocks Tax-Free Bonds

Mutual Funds IRA's and Pension Plans

Government Securities Annuities

Corporate Bonds a Money Management

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Les Davaz
Member, St. Patrick

Financial Consultant

at Immaculate Conception Seminary in

Huntington, NY.
He has undergraduate and gradu-

ate degrees from Catholic University of

America and was employed in the Office

ofMigration and Refiigee Services of the

United States Conference of Catholic

Bishops in Washington, D.C. prior to his

acceptance as a seminarian for the Dio-

cese of Charlotte.

Reid has served pastoral internships

at St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte and

St. Andrew Church in Mars Hill. He will

return to the seminary in January 2004

to complete his final semester.

Robert Conway, a native of

Moorestown, N.J., is the son of the late

Thomas and Marion Reid Conway.
Widowed in 1988, he was the husband

of the late Joan Conway. A graduate of

LaSalle College in Philadelphia, he

worked for many as a corporate accoun-

tant in New Jersey before entering the

seminary. He has prepared for the

priesthood at Mount St. Mary's Semi-

nary in Emmitsburg, Md. and at

Blessed Pope John XXIII National

Seminary in Weston, Mass.

Conway has served pastoral intern-

ships at St. Gabriel Church and Holy

Infant Church in Reidsville. He will re-

turn to the seminary in January 2004- to

complete his final semester.

John Starczewski, a native of Utica,

N.Y., is the son of Evelyn and the late

Francis Starczewski. He is a 1976
graduate of Clarkson University in New
York with a bachelor's degree and
earned a Masters of Business Adminis-

tration in 1990 from the University of

Wisconsin. He worked for several years

in manufacturing research and develop-

ment in western North Carolina. He is

preparing for the priesthood at Blessed

Pope John XXIII National Seminary.

Starczewski's pastoral assignments

have been at Our Lady of the Assumption

Church and St Vincent de Paul Church in

Charlotte. He wiU return to the seminary in

January 2004 to complete his final semester.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

WANT TO GO?
Bishop Jugis will ordain three semi-

narians to tine transitional diaconate

Dec. 21 during a Mass at 11:30 a.m.

at St. Vincent de Paul Church.
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The #1 Catholic Book in the Country and a #1 Amazon.com Bestseller

An Amazon.com Top Ten Inspirational Pick of the Year

77?;j' Cfirisfmas,

Gjive tm QiftofT-feaven,..
Have you ever lost someone you loved? Have you ever been afraid of death?

Do you know someone whose spirits can use a lift this holiday season?

If the answer to any of these questions is yes, there

is an amazing new book that has just been released

by Doubleday that will make you feel better than

you ever have in your entire life. It's calledA Travel

Guide to Heami, and it is being hailed as a modern

spirimal classic by top religious leaders as well as

famous celebrities throughout the country.

Quincy Jones says: " This book is a work ofjoy, harmony and

celebration. It's sore to inspire millions.
"

Regis Philbin says: "It will be the best tripyou ever took.
"

Susan Lucci says: "I've never read anything like it before in

my entire life. It's Incredibly inspirational.
"

fr. Benedict Groescbel says; "Amazingly lighthearted and

engaging...Prayer provoking and thought provoking.
"

Raymond Arroyo of£ WTN says: "An airy, whimsical tour of

the great beyond. What a trip!"

Fr.John Catoirsays: "It makesyoufeel heaven is more wonderful

than we had ever hoped.
"

A Travel Guide to Heaven is the best gift you can ever

give to anyone, because it is the gift of hope for

eternal joy, excitement, youth, vitality, and Ufe!

Give the gift of heaven to someone you love

this Christmas.

A Travel Guide to Heaven can be purchased at Bames&Noble.com, Amazon.com, or your local bookstore.

Go to www.travelguidetoheaven.com to enter the Ticket to Heaven Sweepstakes. Win a FREE trip for

two to Paradise island in the Bahamas! Also find out about the FREECHRISTMAS GIFTwith every purchase!
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Bishops told ofnational

sex abuse response plans

ABUSE, from page 1

CNS PHOTO BY Bob Roller

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' president Bishop Wilton D. Gregory of Belleville,

III., and National Review Board interim chairwoman Justice Anne Burke answer

questions during the USCCB general meeting in Washington Nov. 1 1

.

Each diocesan audit ended with in-

structions if a diocese was found not in

compliance with a charter mandate, rec-

ommendations if compliance with some

segment of a mandate was deemed lack-

ing, or commendations if the diocese "was

determined to have addressed issues

prior to the charter or had taken actions

above the demands of the charter," Gavin

said.

Gavin also reported that the diocesan

audits had come in "under budget," with

an average cost of $2,200 per auditor per

audit, not counting travel costs.

Burke told the bishops that the Na-

tional Review Board's interviews with a

wide range of church officials, abuse vic-

tims and perpetrators, professionals in

various fields and others represented a

"pro bono" contribution of at least

$500,000 by the law firm of board mem-
ber Robert Bennett.

Archbishop Harry J. Flynn of St.

Paul-Minneapolis, chairman of the bish-

ops' Ad Hoc Committee on Sexual Abuse,

urged bishops to participate in a process

to develop candidates for replacement of

the current members of the National Re-

view Board, saying his committee and the

board will soon offer suggestions for

qualifications of fiature replacements of

current members of the board.

At a press conference Following the

session, Bishop Wilton D. Gregory of

BeUeville, lU., USCCB president, defended

a recent comment in an interview with

the Boston Globe daily newspaper in

which he said the bishops have "turned

the comer" on the sexual abuse issue.

He cited the progress the bishops

have made in the past two years in re-

moving priests from ministry who have

sexually abused children, reaching out to

victims for reconciliation, and taking

other actions that signal a new serious-

ness about dealing with the problem.

'Turning the corner does not mean

crossing the finish line," he said.

The U.S. church still has a long way

to go to complete the job of protecting

children and reaching out to victims of

clerical sexual abuse of minors, but "we

certainly have made significant progress"

along that path, he said.

peUate Court of Illinois, has headed the

all-lay National Review Board since the

resignation last June of its chairman,

former Oklahoma Gov. Frank Keating.

William Burleigh, a review board

member and veteran communications

professional with the Scripps-Howard

newspaper chain, told the bishops that

nearly two months before the release of

the two studies the board intends to re-

lease on Jan. 6 the first annual audit of

dioceses. The audit wiU measure diocesan

compliance or failure to comply with the

mandates of the "Charter for the Protec-

tion of Children and Young People."

The charter, adopted by the bishops

in June 2002, established the review

board and the policies and procedures aU

dioceses must meet to assure that minors

are protected from sexual abuse in church

environments and that allegations of

abuse are dealt with promptly and ad-

equately.

William Gavin, a former FBI official

and head of the Boston-based Gavin

Group commissioned to audit compli-

ance of all U.S. dioceses with the man-

dates of the bishops' charter, commended

the bishops for their cooperation with his

audit teams as they traveled the country

in the past six months to investigate how
well or poorly each diocese is meeting the

charter mandates.

"It was difficult," he said. "Difficult for

the clergy, as it was really the first time

that the laity has had such in-depth ac-

cess to the problem of sexual abuse of

minors within each diocese. It was diffi-

cult for the auditors, as they worked very

hard to uphold the principles of a valid

audit and remain sensitive to the concerns

of the victims and the clergy."

He said the audits, which typically

lasted a week, required "comprehensive

documentation" of what each diocese is

doing to respond to allegations of sexual

abuse, along with interviews with the

local bishop, "diocesan personnel, victims,

abusers, prosecutors and (diocesan) re-

view board members."

USCCB opposes proposal

for over-the-counter

emergency contraception

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The Food
and Drug Administration should re-

ject a proposal to change the status of

emergency contraceptives from pre-

scription-only to available over the

counter, according to the U.S. Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops.

In comments filed with the FDA
Dec. 5, the conference's general coun-

sel, Mark Chopko, listed six reasons

why the bishops object to the proposal

to change the prescription category of

levonorgestrel-only emergency con-

traception, known as EC in the docu-

ments.

The FDA has scheduled Dec. 16

meetings of two of its advisory com-

mittees to consider the reclassification.

It invited written comments before the

meeting of the Nonprescription Drugs

Advisory Committee and the Advi-

sory Committee for Reproductive

Health Drugs.

Among the reasons cited by the

USCCB for opposing the change are:

— The drug can be used as an

abortifacient, rather than as contra-

ception before fertilization. Chopko
said making an abortifacient more
readily available "would conflict with

a trend in law and medicine which

recognizes the human embryo as a

human subject and a patient deserv-

ing of protection."— Many women are unaware that

the drug can work as an abortifacient.

Making it available without requiring

a physician to prescribe it "will only

guarantee continued unawareness."

Catholic teaching rejects both arti-

ficial contraception and abortion, but

it also distinguishes between the two:

If a pill or device works only by pre-

venting conception, it is a contracep-

tive; if it prevents the already fertilized

egg from implanting in the womb or

dislodges it from the womb, it is an

abortifacient. Some methods can do

either.— Emergency contraception also

carries significant risks, and should

not be used by women with certain

conditions, Chopko said. "Making EC
available over the counter would
eliminate the clinical oversight neces-

sary to ensure that EC is not used

routinely," his letter said.

For instance, clinical studies of the

risks of emergency contraception have

CN5 photo from Women's Capital Corporation

Women's Capital Corporation, makers of

the emergency contraceptive Plan B, has

petitioned the U.S. Food and Drug

Administration to change the

prescription category to over-the-

counter availability. In a statement to

the FDA Dec. 5, the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops urged the agency to

reject the proposal.

been based on occasional or one-time

use, while over-the-counter avail- *

ability might encourage more fre-

quent use, the risks of which are un-

known, he said.

— "The potential for misuse of

EC is especially grave in the case of

minors," his letter said. Easy avail-

ability may increase risky sexual be-

havior by minors, who already have

higher rates of sexually transmitted

diseases than teens in other coun-

tries, it said.

— The drug is unlikely to sig-

nificantly reduce the number of

abortions, as has been found in re-

gions where the drug is readily

available.

— Pharmacists would be under

increased pressure to violate their

consciences by more readily provid-

ing a drug to which they may al-

ready have moral objections.

"Already, a bill in Nevada has

been introduced to override pharma-

cists' moral or religious objections

and require them to fill prescriptions

for EC," Chopko wrote. The Ameri-

can Pharmacists Association has

passed a resolution recognizing

pharmacists' rights to exercise con-

scientious refusal to dispense certain

drugs, he said.

Can you answer "YES" to any of these questions?

1. Do you need a good buyerfor a car, house, property, etc. ?

2. Do you need a renter for a vacation place, house, or other property?

3. Do you need qualified employees for your business?

4. Does your church or organization need good employees?

If SO, put THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD to work forYOU!

Over 125,000 READERS could see your classified ad in this paper

every week - for only 60 cents per word ($12 minimum)!

CALL Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 today!
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Abortion: from anguish

to self-forgiveness

ABORTION, from page 1

her, and she hadn't grasped what the

abortion would do to her physically, emo-

tionally or spiritually.

For more than a decade, Russo suf-

fered from the emotional aftereffects of

her abortion. She and the father of her

baby broke up, and she slid into a

lifestyle of drinking and drugs for the

next 15 years.

"I has a sense of longing, that some-

thing was missing," Russo said. "I was

missing God in my life."

Russo eventually quit her self-de-

structive lifestyle and confessed her abor-

tion in the sacrament of reconciliation.

"Even though I had confessed, I

couldn't forgive myself," she said. "I felt

like I had a poison in my system, like I

was disconnected."

In her early 30s and newly married,

Russo returned to the Catholic Church,

grasping for forgiveness and thought

she was "doing all right."

Ready to finally have a family,

Russo could not conceive. She was diag-

nosed with fibroid tumors and her ob-

stetrician/gynecologist recommended a

hysterectomy, a procedure that would
eliminate any chance Russo had of con-

ceiving and bearing her own children.

At an appointment prior to her sur-

gery, her doctor told Russo she was late.

Russo apologized for her tardiness.

"I'm always running late, so I kept

sa3dng 'I know I'm late, I'm sorry,"' she

said. 'The doctor said, "No, you're late for

your period.'"

Russo was finally pregnant again.

She and her husband could now add

their own child to their family, which

included two daughters from his first

marriage. But their happiness was short

lived. Less than three months into her

pregnancy, Russo suffered a miscarriage

while on a business trip. It was virtually

the same point at which she had aborted

her first pregnancy.

"I was angry at God — I had been

praying for children," said Russo. "I

threw away that gift 26 years ago." She

wondered if she was being punished.

Once again, Russo struggled with

the pain of losing a child. But unlike the

abortion, which pushed her and her

teenage boyfriend apart, mourning her

miscarriage drew Russo and her hus-

band closer together. They became
"spiritually intimate" because of the ma-

turity of their faith, Russo said.

Russo also credits her doctor, Joseph

Narins, with helping her heal following her

miscarriage. A Christian, Narins has his

new patients sign a consent form granting

permission for him to pray for them.

"Dr. Narins dealt with the physical

and emotional aftereffects of my miscar-

riage," Russo said. "When I had my
abortion, I was alone. This time I had

my husband and my doctor."

At the time, the Russo family was

living in Greensboro and worshipped

at St. Paul the Apostle Church. One
Sunday, there was a notice in the

church for a Rachel Network Evening
of Prayer. Rachel Network is a ministry

set up to provide a range of post-abor-

tion services.

"I needed to get over the miscar^

riage, the abortion and my feeling of

being punished," Russo said.

She first attended the Evening of

Prayer service, then a Rachel's Vineyard

weekend retreat, and felt the Holy Spirit

working through her.

Rachel's Vineyard retreats are cen-

tered around Scriptural meditations,

called "Living Scriptures" in which
people listen to a passage of Scripture,

such as Jesus meeting the woman at the

well, and then imagine themselves in

gave a Legacy Tkrou^k
an Endowment

WJien you estahJish an endowment with the

diocesan foundation, you...

EnaWe Perpetual Support. Every year, your "legacy"

flows witli financial aid to tlie ministry you clioose.

Ensure a Strong Future. Allow a parish, scliool, agency

or tke diocese to lool? aliead and plan with confidence.

Enact a Lasting Legacy. Proxade your loved ones witli

a continuing reminder of your values — your faitk and

ilie mission of tlie ckurck.

Woiiru/atiofi" of ths

Roman Catholic DIoeeae of Charlone

For wore Information contact Gina RhoJes, Director of Planned Giving, 704-370-3320, or Jim KelLj Diredo
oj Dcvalopmcnt, 70-1-370-3301, 1123 S. Church Strcol, CharloUe, NC 28203, cinu-hoJ,^s(ci chariot L'Jioccsc. or

that story.

At the retreat, Russo said she real-

ized Jesus' love and forgiveness for her,

not his condemnation.

"I was able to meet Christ through

the retreat," she said. "Thorough the Liv-

ing Scriptures, I was able to reconcile

with Christ and forgive myself"

Russo said the toxic poison she had

felt for so long was finally gone. She

truly forgave herself for her abortion.

"It's a wonderful experience to feel

God's love and forgiveness," she said.

She could visualize Jesus playing with

her children in heaven.

"The child I aborted is not in some
dark horrible place," said Russo. "He is

with Christ. I did this horrible thing,

but my child isn't being punished be-

cause of it."

"I still miss him," she said. "This

would have been his 26th Christmas. I

did not give him a chance to come into

this world."
' Russo said knowing that both of her

sons are with Christ, she feels peace, not

torment.

Now living with her family in Fort

Worth, Texas and a member of Holy

Redeemer Church in Aledo, Russo
shares her experiences with abortion

and miscarriage as a volunteer with

Rachel's Vineyard.

"I see women come in (to a weekend

retreat) angry, anguished and scared," said

Russo. They leave healed by the Holy

Spirit — emotionally and physically

changed. On Sunday, they are joyM."

Russo admitted that having an

abortion was the most traumatic event

in her life.

"It's a death that I. chose," she said.

"Grieving an abortion is a forbidden

grief You're supposed to feel anguishing

guilt or empowerment, but you're not

allowed to grieve. That's not like the

death of a parent or sibling."

According to Planned Parenthood's

Web site, "For most women who have

had abortions, the procedure represents

a maturing experience, a successful cop-

ing with a personal crisis situation

(Lazarus, 1985; Zabin et al., 1989;

Russo & Zierk, 1992; DeVeber et al.,

1991). In fact, the most prominent emo-

tional response of most women to first-

trimester abortions is relief (Adler et al.,

1990; Lazarus, 1985; Armsworth,
1991; Miller, 1996)."

When she decided to have her abor-

tion, Russo said she lost her faith in God
for a long time. She also believes the

counselors at Planned Parenthood lied to

her. They did not discuss options such as

adoption or the long-term physical and

emotional consequences.

"I lost those 15 years of not living

my life, not being in control," Russo said.

"Instead of surrendering to God's will, I

tried to be in control ofmy own life."

Unlike many women, she did not

suffer a major depression after her abor-

tipn. But she was thrown into an adult

world she wasn't ready for.

Russo considers her teenage step-

daughters to be her children and hopes

they will have better informed consent if

they are ever faced with the choice of

terminating a pregnancy. She was not

told by Planned Parenthood counselors

about the emotional consequences, in-

creased likelihood of developing breast

cancer or future miscarriages. She said

she would tell them about the loss, de-

pression and regret — that having an

abortion is a tragic experience.

"If more post-abortive women
would talk about the trauma of the expe-

rience, it would change society's view of

abortion — it would make abortion

more rare," said Russo. "It would be

about individual women, instead of be-

ing a political issue."

Russo said churches need to support

Rachel's Vineyard retreats because they

work by providing a support network

for women who have had abortions.

'Women who have had abortions

are the best people to speak out about

abortion," said Russo.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?
For more information about Rachel's

Vineyardvisitwww.rachelsvineyarcl.org.

We Can Share The Care!
Visiting Angels, can help put your family together

this Holiday Season!

Visiting Angels* provides experienced

caregivers to thousands of seniors each

and every day across America.

You Select Your Caregiver!

Up to 24 Hour Care

Hygiene Assistance

Meal Preparation

Respite Family Care

Appointments / Errands

Rewarding Companionship

All Caregivers Thoroughly Screened

Bring Your Parents Home For The Holidays!

Call 704-549-4010 mf^Ms^--^
Learn more at: www.visitingangels.com/charlotte



10 The Catholic News & Herald December 12, 2003

Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Four slices ofAmerican

Catholic history
REVIEWED BY FRANK ALLEN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Based on new historical research,

these four books describe the arduous

work of pioneering Catholic leaders in

the early 19th century. These leaders

overcame hardships of geographical dis-

tance and ethnic and racial prejudice to

establish education and religious institu-

tions and to make significant contribu-

tions to "the embattled life of the nascent

Catholic Church in America," in the

words of Jesuit priest and historian Fa-

ther Thomas C. Hennessy.

The most comprehensive of these

four histories is Diane Morrow's "Per-

sons of Color and Religious at the Same

Time," the inspiring story of the early

URCOHHOHtfOUSH
UHHAIOQEP TBAILS

How

The Jeswts

Settled

IK Nrw Ysss

The CourageousJourney

OfCarbolic Missionary Sister.

In FrontierMonana

years of the Oblate Sisters of Providence,

the first permanent community of

women religious of African descent.

The order, founded in Baltimore in

1828, is celebrating its 175th anniver-

sary this year. The founding members

were French-speaking "free women of

color" who had fled the revolution in

Haiti, then known as the French colony

of St. Domingue. Morrow says that as

the official seat of the Catholic Church in

the United States Baltimore was a "logi-

cal haven for Catholics fleeing revolu-

tions in France and the Caribbean."

Many refugees from Haiti settled in the

same city where the Sulpicians fleeing

the French revolution had founded the

first Catholic seminary.

With "unstinted zeal" the capable

French Sulpician priest Father James

Joubert directed and encouraged Oblate

communal life. Morrow says Father

Joubert advocated forcefully for the

"right of black women — a doubly de-

spised minority — to access to formal

education." As teachers, nurses and con-

vent superiors, these French Caribbean

women strived for self-dignity in a re-

strictive society that denigrated all black

women — slave or free — and kept

adherence to celibacy in a time when ,

women were urged to accept marriage

and motherhood.

In 1847-1860, Oblate sisters broad-

ened their "cultural identity" to include

pastoral ministry to other black congre-

gations. Their "genuine concern for the

welfare of antebellum black Catholics"

spread beyond, the archdiocese to other .

parts of Maryland, the District of Co-

lumbia and New York and addressed

spiritual and social needs of immigrants

and other minorities. Morrow argues

that an "assertive and confident black

community" sustained this order

through violence and political threats in

the oppressive and sometimes violent

pre-Civil War era.

The Oblate Sisters contradicted ex-

pectations of women of color, Morrow
writes, by "forging a positive, assertive,

and empowered communal self-image"

that anticipated acceptance of black

women by other religions and secular

society by a half-century. The affirma-

tion of humanity and high standards of

"ethnic ecumenism" by this pioneering

Southern black sisterhood is a remark-

able achievement.

In 'XJncommon Women, Unmarked
Trails," Suzanne Schrems vividly de-

picts the "courageous journey" ofwomen
missionaries traveling to Montana and

throughout the West to build and ad-

minister mission schools. Teaching Na-

tive American girls domestic skills and

caring for the sick and needy, experienc-

ing "hardship, sacrifice, and poverty,"

they established hospitals and orphan-

ages. In doing so, they created new op-

portunities for women as "teachers, mis-

sionaries, and reformers" journeying

down "unmarked trails" of frontier life.

Father Thomas J. Steele has anno-

tated and edited the "Historical Sketch of

the Catholic Church in New Mexico,"

which was written by Father James

Defouri in 1887. Father Defouri was the

secretary of the famous Archbishop Jean

Baptiste Lamy, the subject of Willa

Cather's novel, "Death Comes for the

Archbishop." Correcting inaccuracies in

Father Defouri's account. Father Steele

shows how pioneering priests in the

Southwest had to overcome a brutal cli-

mate, vast region, and entrenched tradi-

tional customs of Native Americans in

the Land of Enchantment.

Father Hennessy's well-informed

"How the Jesuits Settiled in New York"

brings to light fascinating documents

from Jesuit archives, which illuminate the

founding of Fordham University and

other colleges in Kentucky, New York

state and Canada. Using original histori-

cal sources (correspondence, diaries and

manuscripts) from the 1840s and earlier,

he chronicles how world-class coUeges

evolved from the hard work and inspira-

tion of diverse individuals.

Concern for the quality of life of the

community in the rapidly changing ter-

rain of pre-industrial America took

pragmatic toughness and devotion to

the spiritual life. These accounts pay

tribute to men and women from various

ethnic and national backgrounds who
established institutions that played a

significant role in the equality and open-

ness of American culture and education.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: DEC. 14, 2003

Dec. 14, Third Sunday

of Advent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Zephaniah 3:14-18a

(Psalm) Isaiah 12: 2-3, 4, 5-6

2) Phflippians 4:4-7

3) Luke 3:10-18

BY JEANE DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Emily, Katie and Amie, best

friends, were off to the inner-city soup

kitchen. In my mind's eye, I could

imagine those three "bopping" into

the dining area and raising the enthu-

siasm level with their teenage fun-

loving attitude. Peppy, popular var-

sity athletes, they'd recently been

taken down a notch by a minor inci-

dent at school, for which they were

required to perform community ser-

vice. So when the opportunity came

to serve a Sunday dinner at the soup

kitchen together, they happily signed

on.

Later that evening, Emily and

Katie were responsible for our church

youth group's prayer activity. As
their youth director, I offered ideas

for a nice reflection on Thanksgiving

and Eucharist. They worked on it,

then told me: "We're also going to get

Amie to tell about going to the soup

kitchen this afternoon. It was so cool,

and we just want everybody to know
about it."

There could've been no better

prayer than what Amie gushed: "The
three of us went to the soup kitchen

today and we had the best time!

Omigosh, you wouldn't believe! We
talked to so many people, and then

afterward, we talked to this one man
— about the Redskins (football

team)! I swear, we just sat and talked

for an hour after lunch, we were hav-

ing such a good time. And it made his

day."

It was true. They had stayed an

extra hour to talk because they en-

joyed being with this man so much.

After the prayer that night I

stopped Amie on her way to class. "It

sounds like it made your day, too," I

said.

She put her hand on my shoulder,

"Like no other! You would not be-

lieve!"

I believed. The three girls had an

experience they couldn't keep inside.

They had to share it so that their

friends might go and see for them-

selves.

That's the Advent answer to the

Gospel's question by the people:

"What should we do?"

Go out, as Amie did. Go out, and

"share with the person who has none,"

and you'll realize, as she did, what the

prophet Zephaniah foretold, "The
Lord, your God, is in your midst, a

mighty savior; he will rejoice over

you with gladness and renew you in

his love."

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 14 - DECEMBER 20

Sunday (Third Sunday of Advent), Zephaniah 3: 14-1 8a, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:10-18; Monday

(Advent Weekday), Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a, Matthew 21:23-27; Tuesday (Advent Weekday),

Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13, Matthew 21 :28-32; Wednesday (Late Advent Weekday), Genesis 49:2, 8-

1 0, Matthew 1:1-17; Thursday (Late Advent Weekday), Jeremiah 23:5-8, Matthew 1 :1 8-25; Friday

(Late Advent Weekday), Judges 1 3:2-7, 24-25a, Luke 1 :5-25; Saturday (Late Advent Weekday),

Isaiah 7:10-14, Luke 1:26-38

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 21 - DECEMBER 27

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Advent), Micah 5:1-4, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1 :39-45; Monday (Late

Advent Weekday), 1 Samuel 1:24-28, Luke 1:46-56; Tuesday (Late Advent Weekday), Malachi

3:1-4, 23-24, Luke 1:57-66; Wednesday (Late Advent Weekday), 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-11, 16, Luke

1 :67-79; Thursday (The Nativity of the Lord), Isaiah 52:7-1 0, Hebrews 1:1-6, John 1:1-18; Friday

(St. Stephen), Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59, Matthew 10:17-22; Saturday (St. John), 1 John 1:1-4, Johr

20:2-8

HELP!
The Catholic News & Herald is cleaning

up the mailing list and we need your help!

If you are receiving more than one copy of this newspaper

each week, please help us reduce costs by letting us know.

CaU (704) 370-3333 any time
— leave a message and please spell your name,

or email: catholicnews@charlottediocese.org

or write: 1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

1 2 3 4 ^ 6 7 8 9 10

ACROSS DOWN
1 Make up 1 Assert

6 Middle East country 2 Plate

11 Reddish blue 3 Abraham's nephew
13 offish 4 State abbreviation

14 Great ending 5 Baseball player Yogi

15 _ crossing 6 Crave

16 Sun god 7 Spielberg movie

17 Airplane 8 Everest and McKinley

18 Blood factor 9 Instead

19 Make ready 10 Nabs
22 Spanish is 12 Trillion prefix

23 Aroma 13 Elephant enclosure

25 Reed musical instrument 19 Sneak peek
27 MSN rival 20 Expert

28 Mound 21 Resounding

31 DIII + DCI 23 Cheat

32 Margarine 24 Israel seaport

33 Lucy's husband 25 British pop group ("If You Leave")

34 Perceive 26 Biblical time abbr. (var.)

37 Shakesperean villain 29 Limb

38 Biblical part 30 Lavatory

41 Dominican 34 Police member
43 Expecting 35 Munch
44 That is 36 Gives out

46 Bone 39 Holy person

48 Trendy 40 Foe
49 The_ of Piglet 41 Marine mammal
50 Tolkien creature 42 French singer

51 Interested 44 Taverns

53 Biblical city 45 French state

55 "The game is
"

47 Sis' sibling

56 Leaven 50 Epoch

52 Jupiter moon
54 Archaic pronoun

For the best prices around, come visit

CELTIC JEWELERS

4fGloria & Wayne Moore, owners
(parishioners of St. Michael's)

Artist on prennises specializes in family crests and Celtic design rings.

Beautiful custom crosses

Religious medals

Gold, silver, diamonds and unique custom work!

Prompt repairs!

10-6 M-F
10-4 Sat

704-861-8777
2503 E.Ozark Avenue
Gastonia

2003 's top movies,

Santa style by DAVID DiCERTO

Catholic News Service

'Twas the night before Christn).as

And all through the land

All the theaters were empty

'Cause the movies were bland.

The studio execs were tucked in their beds

While visions ofOscars danced in their heads.

WhileMa in her kerchiefand I in my cap

Wereperched on the sofa, the remote on our lap.

We checked local listings, we even checked twice

But most shows were naughty, and toofew were nice.

We surfed through the.stations, and what did we see?

Tabloid-style tell-alls and reality TV.

When up on the roofI heard a loud swish,

Ijumped up and moaned, "Not that dam satellite dish!"

When what to my wondering eyes should appear.

But a miniature sleigh and eight tiny reindeer.

With a little old driver, so lively and quick,

Was it a "Queer Eye" guy, orjolly St. Nick?

No sooner down the chimney did he appear.

Than he informed me he's changed his career.

He said with a sigh, "Tm old and arthritic,

I'm giving up toys, I'm now 'Santa Critic.
'"

So,just which movies did make Santa's Top 10?

I'llgiveyou a hint None starredJ-Lo and Ben.

"'FindingNemo ' was great, 'Big Fish ' ranked quite high,

'Spellbound' is a gem, 'Seabiscuit' made Rudolph cry.

'Master and Commander' is up there, so's 'Return ofthe King,

'

Perhaps 'Mystic River' or 'The Triplets ofBelleville's'your thing.

"While 'Cold Mountain ' and 'Last Samurai' havegrand scope and size,

In truth, 'Winged Migration' should take home theprize.

Morefilms to see before my work is done.

But couldyou give my red suit to Paris Hilton?

"Such a request, I know, sounds rather bold.

Butfrom what I hear, she might be quite cold.

"

Then I heard him exclaim, as he drove out ofsight,

"Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night!"

Ci. O , • 1 The \ erv Rev. Paul Gary

ot.latnck

C3^'
^ I-awfence I..o.\fonac

d. LI 1C U-i dl Pami hial Vimi-

. Rev. Mr. Nirliolas Fadero

DcariDi

o Re\. Mr (;ark),s Medina

Di'aro)}

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES

4 p.m. - Children's Mass

6 p.m. - Children's Mass

Midnight - Bishop Peter Jugis

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m.

1 1 a.m. - Bishop PeterJugis

NEW YEAR'S EVE MASS
Midnight Mass

Doors open at 11:00 p.m..

Bishop WilUam Curhn

NEW YEAR'S DAY MASSES
9 a.m.

11 a.m. - Bishop PeterJugis

1621 Dilwonh Road lum
Ouirlom; SC 28203 (704) 334-2283
Visit our website at unvu'.stpatricks.org

Come
celebrate the

Birth of

Our Savior.
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THE KING OF ALL TRILOGIES

The battle for the Ring of Power comes to life in the film version of J.R.R. Tolkien's

"The Lord of the Rings: Return of the King."

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVERS: Experienced, compassion-

ate caregivers wanted for senior home
care, south Charlotte area. Top pay and good

working conditions. Call 704-32 1-2240

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS:
Warm and caring for home care assignments

in greater Charlotte area. Full-time and part-

time. Call 704-945-7177.

DIOCESAN CAMPUS MINISTRY/Ad-
junct Catholic Chaplin: For Davidson Col-

lege. Graduate theology training required.

Send resume, three reference letters, cover

letter to: Mary Wright, Director of Campus
Ministry. 1123 South Church Street, Char-

lotte, NC 28203-4003 by January 9.

PRINCIPAL: St. Anthony of Padua Catholic

grade school, Southern Pines, NC is accept-

ing curriculum vitae for the position ofprinci-

pal. School curriculum is faithful to the

magesteruim ofthe Church. Applicants must

have master's degree and be state certified in

education. Salary commensurate with experi-

ence. Please send Curriculum vitae to: The

Very Reverend Jeffrey A. Ingham, V.F., St.

Anthony of Padua Catholic Church, 175 E.

Connecticut Avenue, Southern Pines, NC
28387

FOR SALE

HOME: Senior Citizens Community. Lake'

Norman area. 2 bedrooms, kitchen, living

room, dining area, 2 bathrooms. Interior

completely updated. Community has lots of

friendly people. Call owner: 704-662-93 1 8.

FSBO: Brick Executive Home. 2758 Sq

Ft., 4 BR, 3 full BR, bonus room, many up-

grades inside and out. 30 minutes to uptown

Charlotte, NOT using Interstate. Asking

$295,000. 5205 Featherstone Ct., Gastonia.

704-824-9099 Nights.

FOR RENT

RETAIL STORE: 800 square foot building

in Chimney Rock, NC in the heart ofthriving

tourist village. .$1000/month. Call Peter

O'Leary (828) 625-2479.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($1 2 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 1 23 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

All good things ...

'Return of the King is grand conclusion to epic trilogy

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE— The king has in-

deed returned.

In "The Lord of the Rings: The Re-

turn of the King" (New Line), the title

refers to Aragorn, the reluctant warrior

who assumes his kingship to help defeat

the evil forces of Sauron from conquer-

ing Middle-earth.

But the king's return also refers to

the arrival of the much-anticipated third

and final epic installment of J.R.R.

Tolkien's classic fantasy trilogy "The

Lord ofthe Rings." The first two films—
"The Fellowship of the Ring" and "The

Two Towers"— are among the highest

grossing movies in box olfice history.

They have taken in a combined $1.8

billion.

This is credited to the apparent king

of all directors, Peter Jackson, who has

once again orchestrated an army of tech-

nicians and crew and a cast of thou-

sands, seamlessly blending live action

and cutting-edge digital effects in bring-

ing to life a timeless fable of the eternal

struggle between good and evU.

With an epic price tag of $300 mil-

lion for the trilogy, New Line has a lot

riding on the film's ability to not only

work similar magic at the box office as

its predecessors did, but bring a satisfy-

ing conclusion to the classic story.

It's safe to say this "King" will rule

with a golden crown.

"The Return of the King" begins

where the last film left off. Valiant

Aragorn (Viggo Mortensen) and his

companions — reborn wizard Gandalf

(Ian McKellan), elfin archer Legolas

(Orlando Bloom) and bellicose dwarf

Gimli (John Rhys-Davies) — joined

forces with the people of Rohan to repel

invading Uruk-hai ores. Pippin (Billy

Boyd) and Merry (Dominic

Monaghan), hobbits of the Shire, led

Treebeard (voice of John Rhys-Davies)

and the tree shepherd Ents to victory

over the corrupt wizard Saruman
(Christopher Lee).

And Frodo (Elijah Wood), on

whose shoulders the fate of all Middle-

earth rests, continues his arduous trek

toward shadowy Mordor to destroy the

evil One Ring in the fires of Mount
Doom with fellow hobbit and trusted

friend, Sam Gamgee (Sean Astin) and a

not-so-trustworthy guide Gollum
(Andy Serkis), a pathetic, mercurial

creature, himself warped by the Ring.

From his tower fortress of Barad-

dur, the dark lord, Sauron, who forged

the Ring ages before, has set his mali-

cious will on reclaiming it, and wielding

its power to master all of Middle-earth.

This film brings together mostly

all of the players, including Rohan's

king Theoden (Bernard Hill) and

shield maiden Eowyn (Miranda Otto)

in an impossible battle against

Sauron's vast armies marching on the

capital of Gondor. Spectacular visual

effects have helped create some of the

most impressive combat sequences on

film, but it is Jackson's understanding

and love of the characters that makes

the action so compelling.

Sacrifice seems to be a common
thread among many of the players, and

Jackson makes us feel every emotion as if

we were standing beside them. And
while Aragorn and company wage war

against impossible odds, Frodo and

.

Sam's grueling climb up the lava-cov-

ered slopes ofMount Doom is a true test

of determination and character. It is the

strength of the friendship of two little

hobbits that will either bring victory or

defeat for the people of Middle-earth.

As much of the previous "Ring"

film's box-office appeal were generated

by the effects and epic scope, Tolkien—
a lifelong, devout Catholic — chose to

emphasize the underlying religious con-

cepts as the wellspring of his story's

lasting appeal.

While borrowing heavily from clas-

sical Celtic and Norse mythology for

inspiration, especially the Icelandic sa-

gas, it is orthodox Catholic theology that

forms the bedrock upon which the vari-

ous themes explored are buUt.

True to the spirit of the book, Jack-

son incorporates several such themes

into the films. Like in "The Two Tow-
ers," "The Return of the. King" is a veri-

table passion play, with Frodo serving

as a Christ figure, bearing the Ring, an

emblem of sin, like a cross on his own
Via Dolorosa— selflessly exercising free

wUl, willing to sacrifice even his life so

others might live.

The Ring symbolizes the Catholic

understanding of the parasitic nature of

evU. The Ring, in and of itself, has no

power beyond its subtle but potent abil-

ity to corrupt the desires of all who come

in contact with it.

Gandalf who was seemingly
killed in the "The Fellowship of the

Ring," was resurrected and transfig-

ured as an ethereal Christ-like figui-e

in "The Two Towers." Other motifs

included the redemption of sinners

(Gollum), communion with nature

versus materialistic industrialization,

death and immortality. Even the

Elfin "Lembas bread," which sustains

Frodo and Sam throughout their tri-

als, echoes the Eucharist.

The story's overall message of hope

in strife, and the ultimate victory of light

and goodness over darkness are as reas-

suring to our troubled times as they

were when Tolkien wrote it during the

horrors of the Second World War.

Fans of the books and previous

films should not be disappointed by

the trilogy's conclusion, although

true aficionados will suspect some
scenes may have been cut despite the

film's three-and-a-half hour running

time. In the end, however, remains a

thrilling cinematic experience that

people — and even hobbits — will

talk about for a long time.

Due to many gory scenes of battle

violence with several frightening im-

ages, the Motion Picture Association of

America rating is PG-13 — parents are

strongly cautioned. Some material may
be inappropriate for children under 13.

David DiCerto of Catholic News
Service contributed to this story.
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Applications invited for

local poverty grants
CHARLOTTE — The Diocese of

Charlotte's office for the Catholic

Campaign of Human Development is

accepting grants for the 2004 fund-

ing year.

CCHD makes small grants from

$500 to $5,000 to organizations

without regard to religious affiliation.

Applications must be postmarked by

Feb. 16, 2004.

Established in 1970 as the U.S.

bishops' domestic anti-poverty pro-

gram, CCHD is a response to the bib-

lical call for justice for those who are

poor. The Diocese of Charlotte CCHD
committee solicits programs and
projects that:

— seek to affect the root causes of

poverty in the target community;
— involve genuine participation

of the people served in the planning

and decision-making of the sponsor-

ing organization;

— indicate potential for institu-

tional change, empowerment of the

people and community involved, and

the development of local leadership;

and;
— conform to Catholic social

teaching.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For an application, contact Terri

Jarina by writing Terri Jarina, Dioc-

esan Director, CCHD, Office of Jus-

tice and Peace, 1123 South Church

Street, Charlotte N.G. 28203-4003; or

calling (704) 370-3234.

To obtain the application as an e-

mail attachment in a Word document,

send an e-mail request to

thjarina@charlottediocese.org. The

application is also available online

at www.cssnc.org/justicepeace.

Father Paquet, former St.

Peter parochial vicar, dies
PHILADEPHIA, Pa. — Jesuit Fa-

ther Robert- Joseph Paquet, former paro-

chial vicar of St. Peter Church in Char-

lotte, died Dec. 2, 2003, at Manresa Hall

Assisted Living Facility in the Jesuit

Community at St. Joseph's University in

Philadelphia, Pa. He was 87.

A Mass of Christian Burial took

place in the chapel of St. Joseph's Univer-

sity Dec. 6.

Father Paquet was bora in St.

Romald, Province of Quebec, Canada,

Sept. 2, 1916. He entered the Society of

Jesus (Jesuits) Sept. 7, 1932 at St. An-
drew-on-Hudson Novitiate in

Poughkeepsie, N.Y., where he made his

initial ascetical and literary studies until

1936.

On completion of his A.B. and licen-

tiate in philosophy from Woodstock
'College, Md., in 1939, Father Paquet
was assigned to teach at St. Joseph's

Preparatory School in Philadelphia from
1939 until 1942. He then returned to

Woodstock for theological studies and
was ordained to the Catholic priesthood

by Bishop John McNamara June 17,

1945. Father Paquet made profession

and last vows in the Jesuit Order at the

Church of the Gesu in Philadelphia Feb.

2, 1950.

He spent several years performing

both teaching and ministerial duties in

Pennsylvania and Maryland. In 1989,

Father Paquet's attention turned to the

Jesuit apostolate in Appalachia when he

was appointed parochial vicar of St. Pe-

ter Church in Charlotte, where he served

faithfully for the next 1 3 years.

By 2002, declining health prompted
Father Paquet's retirement to the

Manresa Hall Assisted Living Facility.

There, he exercised his apostolate of

prayer for the Society of Jesus and the

Catholic Church until his death. He is

survived by a sister. Marguerite B.

Paquet of Havertown, Pa.

Condolences may be sent to:

Ms. Margaret B. Paquet

Haverford Arms, Apt. 2lA
66 South Eagle Road
Havertown, Pa 19083

Memorial contributions may
be sent in Father Paquet's

name to:

The Jesuit Seminary and

Mission Bureau

C/O Jesuit Community
261 City Ave.

Merion Station, Pa. 19066

Toce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

1 401 Patton Ave. 72 Ix)ng Shoals Road

Asheville, NC Arden, NC
(828) 252-3535 (828) 687-3530

*f Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

Welcoming a

shepherd

Courtesy Photo by Regina Miller

Bishop Peter J. Jugis celebrates a Mass during his Albemarle Vicariate celebration

at St. James Church in Hamlet Dec. 1. From left: Benedictine Father David Draim,

Rev. Mr. Jesus Reyes, Father Ricardo Sanchez, Bishop Jugis, Augustinian Father

James Cassidy, Father Lawrence Heiney and Benedictine Father Patrick Shelton.

BISHOP JUGIS HONORED IN ALBEMARLE VICARIATE

, HAMLET — Bishop Peter J. Jugis

celebrated the Mass at the Albemarle

Vicariate celebration held in his honor at

St. James Church in Hamlet Dec. 1.

The bishop has attended similar

celebrations held in all 10 vicariates

of the Diocese of Charlotte since his

Oct. 24 ordination and installation

as bishop.

The other nine vicariates are:

Asheville, Boone, Charlotte, Gastonia,

Greensboro, Hickory, Salisbury, Smoky
Mountain and Winston-Salem.

The Albemarle Vicariate consists of

St. James Church, Our Lady of the An-
nunciation Church in Albemarle, Our
Lady of the Americas Church in Biscoe,

Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Monroe
and Sacred Heart Church in Wadesboro.

Each parish's choir participated in

the Mass, as well as a children's bi-lin-

gual choir.

Bishop Jugis, speaking in both En-
glish and Spanish, spoke of the diversity

of cultures in the parishes and stressed

how they can all learn from each other.

Catholic Social Services

Western Regional Office
Is currently seeking an Office Director for the western regional office in

Asheville. This position's responsibilities include the supervision of staff and

the delivery of programs including immigration services, refugee resettlement,

counseling, international and domestic adoption; development and maintenance

of relationships with the community and other agencies; identification of

community needs and planned agency growth in response to those needs;

development of financial and volunteer support in the community and service on

the Management Team of Catholic Social Services of the Diocese of Charlotte,

Inc. Qualifications include master's degree in social work or a related human

service field and three years of experience in supervision and/or administration

of social services programs.

Send resume and cover letter by January 5, 2004 to:

CSS/WRO
ATTN: Elizabeth Thurbee

50 Orange Street

Asheville, 28801
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Perspectives A collection of columns,

editorials and viewpoints

Faith, state and

fatherhood

How faith can

offer strength

during crisis

This could be considered a Fa-

thers' Day story, but it's worth telling

now to get parents thinking about

spending time with their children at

Christmas.

Former Pennsylvania Governor

and U.S. Attorney General Dick

Thornburgh was the dinner speaker

at Princeton Theological Seminary
during a recent seminar on "Faith,

Ethics and the Law." Panel discus-

sions earlier in the day encouraged

participants, mostly lawyers, to re-

flect on the relevance of their religious

faith to a variety of ethical challenges

in life and law. Thornburgh's speech

was titled "The Role of Faith in Deci-

sion Making."

His approach was personal. His

thoughts were influenced by the

launch that evening of his autobiog-

raphy, "Where the Evidence Leads"

(University of Pittsburgh Press).

Written originally as a narrative to

be shared with his children and
grandchildren, the writer received en-

couragement to publish it for a

broader audience. Many will be glad

he did.

Politically, he had to deal with the

Three Mile Island disaster in his first

year as Pennsylvania's governor. He
commented how much his faith had

influenced his decision making in that

unprecedented moment of crisis.

Personally, he had, at age 28, to

deal with the death of his 26-year-old

wife Ginny in an automobile crash,

minutes after she and their three

young sons had delivered their dad to

his downtown Pittsburgh law office

for what would otherwise have been

an ordinary day's work. The boys

were not yet school age; the youngest,

Peter, was just 4 months old. The two

older boys, John and David, survived

the crash without serious injury; Pe-

ter, who suffered multiple skull frac-

tures, nearly died. Faith kept this

family together.

Thornburgh spoke movingly of

Peter that evening at Princeton and

spoke with gratitude to God for

Ginny Judson, who, three years after

Looking

Around

FATHER
WILLILAM J.

BYRON, SJ

that tragic day in 1960, became the

second Ginny Thornburgh. The boys

had a new mother; she formally

adopted them one year later. Not long

after, she and Thornburgh presented

the boys with their new baby brother

Bill.

Peter, whose mental capacity re-

mains limited as a result of the brain

trauma he suffered in the accident,

became, said Thornburgh, "the con-

science of the family, somehow bring-

ing out our very best. Through him

we learned to be more tolerant and

appreciative of diversity and more
committed to the general welfare or
persons with disabilities."

When his parents moved into the

governor's home in Harrisburg, Pe-

ter, age 19, and his other brothers

moved in with them. Dick and Ginny

soon noticed the attentive house staff"

and the friendly and ever-present

state troopers, there to provide secu-

rity and transportation, were doing

so much for the likable Peter that his

self-reliance skills began to erode and

the household chores that had served

to build up his self-esteem were dis-

appearing.

Trusting in God, they decided it

would be best to move Peter into su-

pervised living in a nearby group

home where he would share common
facilities with other clients and par-

ticipate in some kind of protected

workshop employment.

Peter, now 43, tells people he

"works for the poor," a reference to his

regular volunteer service at the Com-
munity Food Bank in Harrisburg.

Occasionally he spends weekends
with his parents in Washington. And
that brings me to the point of the

story.

Father and son spent time to-

gether recently at the Washington

Zoo. At the end of the day, Dick, with

elephants, tigers and giraffes in mind,

asked Peter, "What did you like

best?" Peter looked at his dad and

said, "Being with you."

Amen, everybody!

E-mail: wbyron@loyno.edu.

Pope, at audience, says God

intervenes in liistory to save

oppressed
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — God watches

over each person and all peoples, inter-

vening to save those who are oppressed

and to judge those who do evil, Pope

John Paul II said.

"God is present in history, taking

the part of the just and of victims," he

said Dec. 10 at his weekly general audi-

ence.

Continuing a series ofaudience talks

about the psalms and canticles used in

the church's evening prayer, the pope

focused on a hymn of praise from the

Book of Revelation.

"Our prayer," he said, "must invoke

and give praise for divine action, for the

effective justice of the Lord and for his

glory obtained with his triumph over

evil."

The canticle from the 19th chapter

of Revelation begins with a "festive

hymn of praise" sung by "a great multi-

tude in heaven" giving witness to the

fact that "the Lord is not indifferent like

an impassive and remote emperor before

the events of human history."

The chapter continues by celebrat-

ing "the wedding day of the lamb," the

union of Christ with his church and with

each individual.

Signs of the Advent preparation for

Christmas permeated the audience: the

pope already was wishing people a

Merry Christmas; a group of children

from Poland, who had their photo taken

with the pope, wore Santa hats; and

The Pope

Speaks

By pope
JOHN PAUL II

shepherds from Italy's Abruzzo region

played "Silent Night" on their pipes.

Pope John Paul also thanked the

people from Zakopane, Poland, who
once again have brought to the Vatican

several small Christmas trees for the

papal apartment.

At the end of the audience, the pope

prayed that all the visitors and pilgrims

would prepare themselves "to welcome

Christ who comes to realize his kingdom

ofjustice and peace."

After the audience, Pope John Paul

greeted several thousand members of

the Italian air force who were celebrating

the feast ofOur Lady ofLoreto, patron of

flyers.

The air force's "Frecce Tricolori" jet

team had been scheduled to fly over St.

Peter's Square demonstrating their acro-

batic flight maneuvers for the pope, but

thick clouds and rain forced its cancella-

tion.

Pope John Paul, speaking from the

window of his apartment, encouraged

the military to invoke Mary's help in

every situation, saying, "She will be your

support, your comfort and your hope."

He also said, "I will use this opportu-

nity to wish you and your families a

happy and holy Christmas."

Commercial Christmas
U.S. adults who ...

soy the holiday

is too commercialized

85°/'

say it would be enjoyed more

without exchanging gifts

don't know it celebrates

the birth of Jesus

30/0

Source: Gallup, December 2000 poll© 2001 CNS Graphics
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'Here I Am, Lord'

When Phyllis Willerscheidt

agreed to take on a job for the Arch-

diocese of St. Paul-Minneapolis 13

years ago, she never dreamed it

would become as all-consuming as it

has. Then again, she never dreamed

the Catholic Church would be caught

up in the kind of sexual abuse scandal

we have, as major as any other crisis

in the history of the American Catho-

lic Church.

The job Willerscheidt took on

back in 1990 was that of lead advo-

cate for victims of sex abuse, and not

surprisingly it's an assignment that

has taken on added dimensions in the

last two or three years as revelations

of long-ago incidents came to light.

That doesn't faze the Minnesota
woman. "I always like challenges,"

she said. "They kept increasing."

Reporter Christina Capecchi
told the story of Willerscheidt in a

recent issue of The Catholic Spirit,

newspaper of the Archdiocese of St.

Paul-Minneapolis. She pointed out

that Willerscheidt sees the mere fact

of her presence With abuse victims as

the first step in helping them heal.

It's fitting, then, that she finds inspi-

ration in her favorite song: "Here I

Am, Lord."

Willerscheidt was director of her

archdiocese's Commission on Women
(a position she still holds) when she

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

accepted the invitation to work with

victims of clergy abuse, serving as

their advocate and helping them to

get on with their lives.

"There's no simple recipe," she

said. "It's a matter of offering victims

options so they can feel empowered."

No two victims deal with their past in

exactly the same way, she added, al-

though sharing their stories always

seems to help. "The more they can

talk about it, the faster they'll heal."

She didn't set out to make a ca-

reer of healing others. Married at 19,

she and her husband, Tony, raised

five children. She didn't start college

until her oldest child began studies at

the University of St. Thomas and she

enrolled as well. She completed her

bachelor's degree there in 1982, and

went on to earn a master's at the

University of Minnesota.

Willerscheidt sees her ministry as

one of "filling a need," and says that at

the outset she never could have imag-

ined the depth of the pain and suffer-

ing she would witness.

Her greatest challenge, she told

Capecchi, is convincing victims

they're not at fault. Joining in victim

support groups has been a major help

in that direction, she noted.

How many victims of abuse has

she helped personally? It's hard to

put a figure on it, she said, but at least

50, and possibly as many as 75. One
she remembers in particular is a

woman who endured 52 years of

sexual and emotional abuse from a

priest in another state. The woman
later said of Willerscheidt's healing

concern: "If our paths had not

crossed, I would have committed sui-

cide."

Willerscheidt's dedicated work
recently earned her the Crosier Min-
istry Award, but obviously she

doesn't do it for public acclaim. "This

is my church and Jesus is a part of it,"

she said. "I see Jesus in priests, lay

people and religious. We're all part of

the church."

Nor is she likely to call it quits if

the task becomes more demanding. "I

always dig deeper because I always

feel that's what Jesus would do," she

said. "He would never turn people

away."

For a free copy of the Christopher

News Note, "Scandal: From Whispers to

Headlines," write: The Christophers, 12

East 48th Street, New York, NT 10017;

or e-mail: mail@christophers.org.

Along the Good Shepherd's Path

hord, you rise up in the

fog's breathing stillness.

O God,you bring life into

my nostrilsfull and deep.

Ahead of me you watch

mypath and my steps.

Answered prayers like

friends andfamily gather

Around me in quiet

warmth.

— morning submission

Photo by Stephen Uzzell

Home d!@m,

home ag$in

Our Turn

THERESE J.

BORCHARD
CNS Columnist

Arnold Schwarzenegger isn't the

only guy uttering the admonition "I'll be

back." So are more than half the college

students polled in a survey by

Monster.com (the job-search Web site)

who plan to move back in with Mom
and Dad after commencement.

It's not that they are homesick for

Mom's cooking or the household rules

they abided by for 18 years. They sim-

ply can't afford a place of their own or

haven't found a job yet.

With young adults delaying mar-

riage and the job market in the pits, ap-

proximately ^ million Americans be-

tween 23 and 34 are heading home to

live. Some of these "adultolescents," as

they were labeled by Newsweek maga-

zine, are enjoying all the amenities oftheir

childhood home without paying the dues.

And that's a problem in terms of

becoming self-supporting, conscientious

and responsible people.

"There's a later passage to adult-

hood," said Frank Furstenberg, a sociolo-

gist who directs a MacArthur Founda-

tion project studying the transition into

adulthood, "and at the same time it's less

orderly. There's more moving in and out."

Some parents are thrilled to hear the

question "Can I move back home?" But

others enjoy their empty nest.

"Children should be raised so they

truly are adults when they legally be-

come so," said author LaVonne Neff "By

age 18, young adults should be self-

supporting, responsible for their own
debts and decisions. Teach the birdies to

fly, and then shove them out of the nest."

I don't think there is anything

wrong with helping young people out as

they find themselves, go back to school

or try a few entry-level jobs before com-

mitting to a career path. But I do think

during the interim period they shouldn't

be exempt from financial or household

contributions. Treating them as depen-

dents might put a Band-Aid on the

problem, but it ultimately enables and

encourages laziness and irresponsibility.

If I've learned anything in my
young-adult years, it's that I am fully

accountable for my decisions. If I acci-

dentally bounce a check, it shows up on

my credit report five years down the line

when I apply for a mortgage loan. If I

accrue debt, I have to work twice as hard

to pay it off

And when everything is on the

house, we are deprived of the true joys of

adulthood such as turning up the ther-

mostat as high as we like, pigging out on

ice-cream for breakfast and being in con-

trol ofthe remote. Such freedom is surely

worth working for.
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St Michael Church grows in

richness and diversity over 100 years
New church symbolic of growing, diverse parish

Photo by George Cobb

ST MICHAEL CHURCH
708 St. Michael's Lane

Gastonia, NC 28052

(704) 867-6212

Vicariate: Gaston

Pastor: Father Joseph Mulligan

Regional Hispanic Ministry: Father

JoseA. Juya

Deacon: Rev. Mr. John Weisenhorn

Number of Families: 900

Father Joseph Mulligan

St. Michael Church above, a 13,500 square foot building, was designed to

accommodate 750 people and dedicated on March 9, 2002.

GASTONIA — It was 100 years

ago that St. Michael Church was born.

Founded at the request of workers who
were in the area building a mill, the

church became a possibility with the

help of a $1,500 donation from Mother

Katherine Drexel of the Sisters of the

Blessed Sacrament for Indians and Col-

ored People.

In 1902, Bishop Leo Haid, vicar ap-

ostolic of North Carolina and abbot of

Belmont Abbey, began construction of

the church dedicated April 1903 as a

mission of Maryhelp of Christians

Church in Belmont, which in 1910 be-

came Belmont Abbey Cathedral.

Fewer than 15 churchgoers at-

The Catholic Company Outlet Store

I
228 Zimmer Rd

I
Fort Mill, SC 2971

5

I 803-396-5399 ext. 240

I Mon-Fri: 1Cam - 5pm

I
5 min. south ofBallantyne and 1-485

1-485 to Hwy 521 {Johnston Rd).

I Go south approx. 5 miles. Shortly after

I
crossing the state line, turn left at the

BP station. Go % mile and turn left into

I Zimmer Business Park - #228.

CathoiicCompany.com

tended Mass in the early years, although

by 1922 the congregation had grown to

56. Priests from Belmont Abbey admin-

istered the church. In 1925, St. Michael

Church attained parish status and

Benedictine Father Walter O'Brien be-

came its first resident pastor.

Father O'Brien added a rectory be-

side the church arid began offering daily

Mass. When Benedictine Father

Alphonse Buss became pastor in 1936,

he initiated a parish vocation school in

religious instruction and organized Boy

Scout Troop 13.

Through the years, the Belmont Ah-

bey Benedictines assisted St. Michael's

growth in many ways. From architec-

The Catholic Company - Lake Norman

1 9905 W. Catawba Ave. , Suite 1 06

Cornelius, NC 28031

704-655-9090

iyAon,Wed,Thu, Fri: 10am - 6pm
Tue:10am-7pm
Sat: 1 0am - 3pm

In Johnsbury Square - next to Rosetti's |

177 to Exit 28 Catawba Ave.

Go west for '/2 mile.

The store is on the North side of street. I

Lai(eNorman.CatholicCompany.com "

ture to construction, ecclesiastical duties

to teaching, Belmont Abbey's clergy

proved instrumental in St. Michael's de-

velopment.

Parish life grew further to enhance

the lives of children in 1942, when a five-

room house was converted into a first-

through sixth-grade Catholic school at

the request of parishioners. By mid-de-

cade, while the parish comprised 165

people, land on Gravely Avenue (now

St. Michael's Lane) was bought to ac-

commodate a new, permanent kinder-

garten- through eighth-grade school

building, which was dedicated in Febru-

ary 1952. The school, staffed by Sisters

of Mercy from Belmont's Sacred Heart

Convent, hosted more than 120 students

in its first year.

Parish membership continued to ex-

pand during the 1940s, '50s and be-

yond. Structural failures and a steeple

collapse forced then-pastor Benedictine

Father Gregory Eichenlaub to initiate

designs for a new church beside the

school. That church, a granite-faced

structure which cost $160,000, was

dedicated in 1958 and seated 350 people

in its 4,700 square foot building.

The project marked the third time

Benedictine Father Michael

Mclnerney's talents were called upon by

the parish of St. Michael Church — the

architect, who designed more than 500

buildings during his career, had de-

signed plans in 1903 for the original

church and in 1944 for the school build-

ing.

Parishioners broke ground for the

construction of a parish center in 1978, a

time during which more than 1,400

people attended St. Michael Church. The
addition was dedicated in late April

1979.

In 1962, St. Michael Church was

merged into the Diocese of Raleigh,

which at the time encompassed aU of

North Carolina, and again 10 years later

with the formation of the Diocese of

Charlotte. Still, the church was staffed

with Abbey Benedictines until 1989

when then-Bishop John F. Donoghue
installed diocesan priest Father George

Kloster as pastor.

Over the years, the parish grew to

almost 3,200 people and became in-

volved in community projects, parish

council activities, Knights of Columbus,

nocturnal eucharistic adoration, faith

formation, Scouting, sports and Experi-

enced Articles, a thrift shop that gener-

ates money that through the St. Vincent

de Paul Society was filtered back to the

community. St. Michael parishioners

also became actively involved with the

area's Lutheran community and played

roles in ecumenical services and projects.

Gaston County's Hispanic popula-

tion grew by 562 percent after 1990,

leading to a regular Spanish-language

Mass on Sundays. In 1992, Father

Kloster initiated the long-term Project

2000 Building Fund, which was handed

down to three subsequent pastors: Fa-

ther Larry Heiney in 1998, Father John

Allen in 1999 and Father Joseph

Mulligan in 2000.

On March 9, 2002, then-Bishop

William G. Curlin of Charlotte dedi-

cated a new St. Michael Church, buUt to

accommodate 750 people, more than

double the capacity of the old church.

Abbot Placid Solari of Belmont Abbey

concelebrated the Mass in the 13,500-

square-foot church featuring a symboli-

cally placed baptistery, the St. Katherine

Drexel Chapel, a Blessed Sacrament

adoration area, reception rooms, a nurs-

ery and hospitality space.

The new church also incorporates

many elements of the old church, includ-

ing statues and Stations of the Cross.

In an area that honors one of North

Carolina's earliest and most important

Catholic laymen. Judge William P.

Gaston, St. Michael Church remains a

vital presence in the Gaston Vicariate.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

A book on the history of St. Michael

Church is now available. Contact the

church at (704) 867-6212.

i
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It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas
SANTA GETS HELP FROM

ST GABRIEL STUDENTS

BY KRIS REICH
SPECIAL TO THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD

BELMONT— It may have

been cold, rainy and gloomy
outside, but the weather didn't

dampen the spirits or the warm,
giving hearts of students, staff

and families from St. Gabriel

School in Charlotte.
Fifteen student council members from

all four fifth-grade classes, along with Prin-

cipal Sharon Broxterman and four
assistants, managed to figuratively and
literally blanket with a dazzling display of

Christmas generosity the 12 women and
1 3 children living at Catherine's House.

Located in Belmont, Catherine's House
is a transitional facility for women and
their children who are homeless and is

sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy.

"I first brought the idea to collect gifts

for Catherine's House to our Parent
Teacher Organization and they were all in

favor of it," said Broxterman. "The Sisters

of Mercy opened our school and staffed it

for many, many years, so it was time to do
something for them."

See STUDENTS, page 4

Spreading sunshine

Courtesy Photo by Kris Reich

Students from St. Gabriel School in Charlotte recently brought gifts and needed Items to

the residents of Catherine's House, a transitional facility for women and their children,

in Belmont.

Photo by Joanita M. Nelienbach

lane Bodem, a member of St. William Church's Sunshine Kazoo
Band, chats with patient Devota Jarrett at Murphy Nursing Home
Dec. 1 0. See story page 5.

FOSTERING HEALING

Rachel's Vineyard

harvests hope in ireland
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE —
Rachel's Vineyard Ministries,

the support network offering

retreats for healing after abor-

tion, has recently expanded
into unlikely territory: Ireland.

In a nation where 88 per-

cent of the population is Catho-

lic and abortion is illegal, it

may seem there would be no
need for post-abortion counsel-

ing services.

Not so, according to

Martha Shuping, M.D., a vol-

unteer with Rachel's Vineyard

and a member of its board of

directors.

An estimated Irish 6,000

women travel to England each

See VINEYARD, page 7

VOLUME 13 N9 13

Hussein's

capture may
bring peace,

doesn't excuse

war, cardinal

says
BY JOHN THAVIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY —
The capture of Saddam
Hussein may help bring peace

to Iraq, but it does not change
the fact that "the war was use-

less, and served no purpose," a

top Vatican official said.

Cardinal Renato R.

Martino, head of the Pontifical

Council for Justice and Peace,

said the Vatican wants
Hussein to receive a fair trial

.for alleged crimes during his

long dictatorship. But the
Vatican is opposed to the death

penalty for the fallen Iraqi

leader, he said.

Speaking during a Dec. 1

6

press conference, Cardinal
Martino offered the first sub-

stantial Vatican reaction to the

capture and detention of

Hussein by U.S. forces.

The cardinal said he hopes

Hussein's capture "contributes

to peace and the reconstruction

of Iraq. But it would be illu-

sory to think that it will repair

the damage caused by that

great defeat for humanity
which war always represents."

"I hope his capture does

not have other, serious conse-

quences. But this is not the to-

tal solution to the problems in

the Middle East," he said.

Cardinal Martino voiced

displeasure at the broadcast of

TV images showing a be-

draggled Hussein undergoing

a medical examination shortly

after his detention.

"What caused me pain

was seeing this ruined man,

See HUSSEIN, page 12
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A Christmas story

St. Ann students ponder their

Christmas roles

I PAGE 4

Turning frowns upside down

St. Leo students hop aboard The

Smile Train

I PAGE 6

A motlier's influence

Songwriter draws inspiration

from Mary

I PAGE 8
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

STUDENT TO STUDENT

CNS PHOTO BY Karen Callaway, Northwest Indiana Catholic

Second-graders Ariel Stamper and Aja Taylor talk about a class project during an

exchange that brought suburban Catholic school students from Indiana to a Catholic

school in Chicago. Stamper, from St. Thomas More School in Munster, Ind., and

Taylor, a student at St. Dorothy School on Chicago's South Side, met in November

through a program to help youngsters learn about their cultural, geographic and

economic differences.

More than a

separates inner-cily,

suburban Catholic schools
MUNSTER, Ind. — What do the

students at St. Dorothy School, on

Chicago's South Side, and the suburban

St. Thomas More School in Munster

have in common?
Quite a bit, it turns out— including

a healthy interest in lunch.

In November, when about 270 stu-

dents from St. Dorothy, most of them

African-Americans, took a half-hour bus

ride to visit St. Thomas, which serves a

predominantly white community, the

thing most talked about first was lunch:

corn dogs and peaches and pretzels and

a choice of white, chocolate or straw-

berry milk.

The next thing they talked about

was church.

"One thing I noticed about their

church— it was a little more traditional

than ours," said Ashley Ambrose, an

eighth-grader at St. Dorothy. "They sing

more all together, and they sang some of

the same songs we sang last year. We
switch up a little bit more."

Russell Gonzalez and Mallory

McShane, eighth-graders at St. Thomas

More, also noticed the difference in the

Masses.

For Gonzalez, it was the music.

'Theirs was more interactive," he said,

recalling an earlier visit St. Thomas

More students made to St. Dorothy.

For McShane, it was the dance.

'They do what I guess you would call

Christian dance during church," she said.

"I studied dance, and I'd like to do that."

The St. Dorothy students will again

host their friends from St. Thomas More

in February as part of the second year of

the "Thinking Globally, Acting Locally"

exchange between the two schools.

While they aren't very far apart

geographically, St. Thomas More serves

mostly middle- to upper-middle-class

white communities, and has 640 stu-

dents enrolled in pre-K to eighth grade.

St. Dorothy's students are racially

mixed, the majority African-American,

and come from households that don't

necessarily have the same economic ad-

vantages as those at St. Thomas More.

While the St. Dorothy students said

the Indiana school was bigger, they also

discovered eighth-grade algebra is the

same in any neighborhood.

"We're really trying to build an

awareness and an acceptance that

people are different, and that being dif-

ferent is actually a good thing," said

Noreen Bickel, development director at

St. Thomas More.

"But also, that 'Gosh, they really

aren't that different. The color of the skin

might be different, but the thoughts and

ideas are pretty much the same.'"

Bill reintroduced to bar discrimination

for not providing abortions

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The

U.S. bishops' pro-life spokeswoman

praised a bill to forbid discrimination

against health care providers who do not

want to be involved in abortion.

The Abortion Nondiscrimination

Act was reintroduced in the House Dec.

8. A Senate version was introduced in

July and assigned to the Health, Educa-

tion, Labor and Pensions Committee.

"No one should be forced into the

practice of abortion," said Cathy Cleaver

Ruse, director of planning and informa-

tion for the Secretariat for Pro-Life Ac-

tivities of the U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops. She urged Congress to act

quickly "to pass this common-sense pro-

tection for the rights of conscience of all

health care providers."

Similar legislation was approved

by the House in 2002 by a vote of

229-189, but never came up for a vote

in the Senate before the 107th Con-

Diocesan.

ALBEMARLE VICARIATE

ALBEMARLE—The Forever TmmgClubof

Our Lady ofthe Annunciation Church, 4 1

6

N. 2nd St., meets the first Wednesday of

each month in the Family Life Center at 10

a.m. For details, call Gerald Maiden (704)

982-5261,

BOONE VICARIATE

BOONE—All Catholic young adults in the

Boone Vicariate are invited to a Potluck Sup-

per and Christmas Party hosted by Elizabeth

Rupp Jan. 3, 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 325 Poplar

Summit Singles, married couples and chil-

' dren are welcome. Come have a great time

and meet new friends as we craft an identity

for our group. PleaseRSVP to Matt or Am-
ber Mellon at (828) 265-2581 before Dec.

30.

SPRUCE PINE— St. Lucien Church, 695

Summit Ave., offers Adoration ofthe Blessed

Sacramenton the first Friday ofeach month

following the 9 a.m. Mass with benediction

at 4 p.m.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church,

801 5 Ballantjme Commons Pkwy., will cel-

ebrate a Polish-languageMassDec. 2 1 . Recon-

ciliation will be offered at 2 p.m. and Mass

will be celebrated at 3:30 p.m. For more

information, call Elizabeth Spytkowski at

(704) 948-1678.

CHARLOTTE—The St. Maximilian Kolbe

gress adjourned.

The bill would expand upon current

federal law that protects "he^th care en-

tities" from having to perform or provide
1

for abortions.

"No one who provides health care

should be forced to participate in abor-

tion," said Ruse.

She said the legislation is necessary

because of coordinated efforts to force

hospitals, insurance providers and out-

patient clinics across the nation to pro-

vide, pay for and make referrals for abor-

tions.

She said it is ironic that "the same

abortion advocates who promote a

'right to choose' deny the right of health

care providers to choose not to perform

abortion. They tell us, 'If you don't like

abortion, don't have one.' Pro-life health

providers must be able to say: 'We

don't like abortion, so don't force us to

perform them.'"

Fraternity qfthe SecularFranciscan OrdW-gathers

the first Sunday ofeach month at 2 p.m. atOur

Lady ofConsolation Church, 2301 Statesville

Ave. Those interested in learning more about

the SFO and the Franciscan way of life are

invited to attend. For more information, call

Skyler Harvey, SFO, at (704) 545-9133.

CHARLOTTE— Christians in Career Transi-

tijon\s& ministry ofSt. Matthew Church, 80 1

5

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., devoted to help-

ing people in career crises. The meetings take

place on the first and third Monday of each

month, 7-9 p.m. in the conference room. For

more information, call Rev. Mr. Jim Hamrlik

at (704) 576-0456.

CHARLOTTE— The Cancer Support Group

for survivors, family and friends meets the first

Tuesday ofeach month at 7 p.m. at St. Matthew

Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy.

For more infonnation, call Marilyn Borrelli at

(704) 542-2283.

CHARLOTTE

—

New Creation Monastery in-

vites you to a day ofsilence and solitude in the

presence of Abnighty God. The monastery

offers private spiritual retreats for lay people

Write to Father John Vianney Hoover atNew

Creation Monastery, 11517 Spreading OaP

Ln. Charlotte, NC 28226, stating why yoi

want to go on retreat and when. For mor(

information, call (704) 541-5026.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GUILFORD COIJNTY—The AndmtOide
ofHibernians Guilford County Division, th(

oldest and largest order of Irish Catholic men

is looking for more Irish Catholic men to joii
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope, Israeli foreign minister

meet, discuss Middle East

tensions
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II and Israel's foreign minis-

ter, Silvan Shalom, met privately at the

Vatican Dec. 1 1 to discuss the ongoing

tensions in the Middle East.

Shalom also met with Cardinal

Angelo Sodano, the Vatican secretary

of state.

"In the course of the meetings, both

sides expressed their points of view on
the path to follow in order to obtain

peace in the Holy Land," a Vatican state-

ment said.

The pope, the cardinal and the for-

eign minister agreed a "way out of the

current situation" must be found, and
"concrete acts of reconciliation" by both

Israelis and Palestinians are necessary,

the statement said.

Israel's foreign ministry said Sha-

for meetings, educational seminars and
social events. Contact Michael Slane at (336)
665-9264 for time and location.

HICKORY VICARIATE

NEWTON—The LittleFhwen Caiholic Girls'

Group is for all Catholic girls ages five and up.

The group meets the fourth Monday of each
month at St Joseph Church, 720West 1 3th St.,

at 4- p.m. in the Holy Family Hall. For more
details, call Debbie Vickers at (828) 495-2039.

HICKORY—A GnefSupport Groif mseXsthe
second and fourthWedn^ay ofeach month at

6:30 p.m. in the parlor ofSt. Aloysius Church,
92 1 Second St. NE, For more information, call

the church office at (828) 327-2341.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

SALISBURY— Sacred Heart Church, 1 28 N.
Fulton St., celebrates a Charismatic a?idHealing

Mass the first Sunday ofeach month at 4 p.m.

Prayer and worship with prayer teams will be

available at 3 p.m., and a potluck dinner will

follow the Mass. Father John Putnam, pastor,

will be the celebrant. For fijrther information,

call Bill Owens at (704) 639-9837.

MOORESVILLE—A SupportGroupforPar-
ents Hlw HaveLost a Childofany age meets the

second Monday ofeach month at 7 p.m. at St
Therese Church, 2 1 7 Brawley School Rd. We
draw strength fi-om others' experience ofloss
and grief For more information, call Joy at

(704) 664-3992.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

SYLVA—St Mary Church offers Adoration of

lorn told the pope, 'We all hope that

peace will happen next year."

The foreign minister said Israel is

committed to reaching a peace agree-

ment through direct negotiations with

the Palestinians, and Israel would do
everything it could to ensure Christian

pilgrims would have access to

Bethlehem and other holy places during

the Christmas holidays.

Jonathan Peled, a foreign ministry

spokesman, told The Associated Press

that at Christmas Israel would increase

officers on duty at its checkpoint be-

tween Jerusalem and Bethlehem to allow

tourists to pass through more quickly.

"It's a goodwill gesture on the part

of Israel," Peled said. "We appreciate and
respect the wishes of all those who want
to celebrate Christmas here."

tfw Blessed Sacrament the first Saturday of
every month following the 9 a.m. Mass until

3 p.m. For information, call (828) 586-9496.

FRANKLIN— The' Women's Guild of St.

Francis of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St,

meets the second Monday ofeach month at 7

p.m. in the Family Life Center. The meet-
ings feature guest speakers and special

events periodically. For more information,

call Qaire Barnable at (828) 369-1565.

WAYNESVILLE—The Catholic Women's
Circle of St. John's Catholic Community
meets the secondMonday ofeach month at 7

p.m. in the church hall. For more informa-

tion, call the church office at (828) 456-6707

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM—The HealnigCom-
panions is a grief support group for the be-

reaved that meets the first and third Thurs-
days ofthe month in conference room B atSt
Leo the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave.

For further details, call Joanne Parcel at

(336) 924-9478.

CLEMMONS — Holy Family Church,
4820 Kinnamon Rd., offers EucharisticAdo-
ration every Thursday. Exposition begins

at 6 p.m. and benediction is at 9 p.m.

Please submit notices of parish

events for the Diocesan Planner at

least 15 days prior to the event date
in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382.

endar
Bishop Peter J. Jugis will participate

in thefollowing events:

December 21 — 11:30 a.m.

Transitional diaconate ordination Mass
St. Vincent de Paul Church, Charlotte

becember 24 — Midnight

Christmas Eve Mass
St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

December 25 — 11 a.m.

Christmas Mass
St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

January 1—11 a.m.

New Year's Day Mass
St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Pope tells university students God
will show them the right path

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
John Paul II told university students

that if they trust in God and turn to him
in prayer, they can be assured he wUl
show them the right path for their lives.

During a Dec. 1 1 Mass in prepara-

tion for Christmas, the pope focused on a

verse from the Book of Isaiah, in which

God tells his people, "Fear not; I will

help you."

God's promise to be near and assist

each person was fialfilled with the birth

of Christ, the pope said. "In him, God
became one of us. This is why we do not

have to be afraid."

The pope sat facing the altar during

the Mass in St. Peter's Basilica, leading

some of the prayers, but allowing Cardi-

nal Camillo Ruini, his vicar for Rome, to

be the main celebrant.

Joining Rome university students

for the annual Advent Mass were del-

egates from dozens of universities

throughout Europe.

Reading his bomily in a clear voice,

the pope told he students they must play

their part in ensuring European integra-

tion is buUt on common humanitarian

and spiritual values, and not just on
common economic and political policies.

"It is indispensable that today's Eu-
rope safeguards its patrimony of values

and that it recognizes that Christianity

has been the primary force to promote,

reconcile and con.solidate them," he said.

Pope John Paul told the students

Christmas is a privileged time to recog-

nize one of the greatest values, the value

and dignity of human life.

"With the birth of Jesus, in the sim-

plicity and poverty of Bethlehem, God
restored dignity to the existence ofevery

human being," he said. "He offered ev-

eryone the possibility of participating in

his own divine life."

The pope prayed that "this immea-
surable gift always would find hearts

ready to receive it."

He encouraged the students to seek

God as they continue their studies.

"Do not stop in the face of doubts

and difficulties," he told them. "God, as

the prophet said, will take you by the

right hand, he is alongside of you."

Jesus is the reason

for the season

CNS PHOTO BY Cathy Locher, Catholic Times

Bruce Frank, 18, moves a Christmas tree while working on his family's tree farm in

Athens, III. Behind him is a sign that reminds customers that Jesus Is the reason for

the season.

TO OUR READERS
We will not publish next week, Dec. 26, due to Christmas. Our next issue

'

We wish our readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

be Jan. 2.

I
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St. Gabriel students

help out Santa

STUDENTS, from page 1

"About a month ago, each class took

a list supplied by individual families at

the residence and began to collect items

on the list," she said. "Before we packed

up the presents, our entire lobby was

filled. It was overwhelming. Our families

are wonderful. All we have to do is ask

and they respond,"

Overwhelming indeed. A jam-

packed busload of infant and children's

car seats, cribs, mattresses, vacuums,

lamps, paper towels, diapers, detergent,

soap, gift certificates, clothing, dishes,

dozens of sheets and comforters, pots

and pans, toys, candy and even several

checks. All the students and staff pitched

in to help unload the wide array of items.

"One of our donors bought a purse

for each woman, then filled it with jew-

elry and cosmetics, something special

just for them, something to boost their

self-esteem," said Broxterman. "Another

made hand-knit scarves for each."

Organizers ensured that each child

was outfitted with essentials such as

socks, underwear, pajamas, jeans and

sweatshirts, and that each woman
would receive a complete outfit. There

were also plenty of gift-wrapped, age-

appropriate toys as well as other gifts for

the adults.

"I was simply overwhelmed at the

generosity of St. Gabriel School parents

and children," said Mercy Sister

Bernadette McNamara. "What an ex-

ample the parents are setting for their

children— teaching them to share with

people who are less fortunate."

"Sometimes it is difficult for children

who have everything to realize that

there are other children who have noth-

ing, not even a place to call home," she

saicl. 'This experience today, seeing love

in action, convinced me once again that

when we serv'e the poor, God's special

children. He always provides."

As the youngsters brought bag after

bag of presents into the facility, the faces

of Sister Bernadette, Sister Maureen

Dees, Sister M. Carmelita Hagan, Sister

Virginia Raymond and Sister Pilansia

Karsom — all of whom minister at the

residence — reflected their amazement.

But their astonishment paled in com-

parison to that of one very small

A CHRISTMAS STORY

Courtesy Photo by Kris Reich

Hank LeFlore, a St. Gabriel School

student, helps deliver presents at

Catherine's House in Belmont.

Catherine's House resident, Riana.

"Why are they bringing us pre-

sents?" she asked Sister Bernadette, with

her eyes wide.

Ever ready to respond with a totally

truthful answer, Sister Bernadette re-

plied, "Riana, that's easy to explain.

They're Santa Claus' helpers."

And, indeed, they are.

Kris Retch is the communications di-

rector for the Sisters of Mercy of the

Americas Regional Community ofN.C.

WANT TO HELP?

Catherine's House is always in need

of donations to continue providing

necessary services to residents, such

as transportation to school and/or

work, child care, counseling for both

women and children, parenting

classes and many other services that

encourage residents to become fi-

nancially independent, responsible

parents and contributing members of

society.

Contact: Catherine's House, P.O. Box

1633, Belmont, NC 28012-1633;

phone (704) 825-9599; or online at

http://www.orgsites\com/nc/
catherineshouse/index.html.

DONT PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!

!

You could be singing too after more tiian

125,000 readers see YOUR company's

ad liere!

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too! tiiv

Qtholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now! \"

I-WS ALD

St. Ann students ponder

their Christmas roies

CHARLOTTE — St. Ann School

third-graders were asked what part

they would play in the Christmas

story. Here are their responses.

1/ / had a part in the Christmas

story and could be at the stable with

Jesus, I would be ...

"An angel, and I would tell the people

that the baby Jesus is born. I would tell

baby Jesus: 'I hope you will grow up and

be nice and kind.
"'

— Flannery Kuhn

"Joseph, and I would try to keep baby

Jesus safe. I would tell baby Jesus: 'You

will always be safe with Mary and me.'"

— Gregory Pascarella

"Mary, and I would cradle and love

him very much. I would tell baby Jesus

that he was the Son of God and that I

would be with to the end.

"

— Klli Lybrand

"The donkey, and I would give

warmness to baby Jesus by my breath. I

would tell baby Jesus: 'Tou have a very

good life.'"— Jenna Pauli

"The sheep, and I would keep Jesus

warm. I would tell baby Jesus: "Tou are

the light of the world.'"

— Felipe Riedener

"An angel, and I would send the mes-

sage that Jesus is being born. I would tell

baby Jesus: 'Tou have a very bigjob now.

But I will watch over you.'"

— Toria Roth

"The star, and I would show the wise

men the way to Bethlehem. I would tell

baby Jesus: 7 will shine over your stable

'

and you are the light of the world.'"

— Kevin McCarthy

"A cow, and I would give baby Jesus

milk. I would tell baby Jesus" 'Thank you

for coming and being born in my house.

'

— Kevin Cassaway

"A donkey, and I would breathe hot

air on baby Jesus. I would tell baby Jesus:

'Hee haw — that means, you are the

chosen one.'"

— Chris High

"A wise man, and I would be there to

see the newborn child. I would tell baby

Jesus: 'I came a long way to see you. '"

.

— Andrew Loesch

"One of the wise men, and I would

give him my gift ofgold. I would tell baby

Jesus: 'Here is your gift, ' and "Tou are a

king, too.'"

— Liam Anderson

"A wise man, and I watched the star

leading to you. I would tell baby Jesus:

"Tou are very special because you are

God's son.'"— Michael Parra

"The star, and I would show the

shepherds where to go and show the kings,

where to go if baby Jesus needed some-

thing. I would tell baby Jesus: 'If there ii

anyone who wanted to see you, I woulc

show them how to get to the stable.'"

— Anthony DellaMea

For the best prices around, come visit

4f
CELTIC JEWELERS
Gloria & Wayne Moore, owners

(parishioners of St. Michael's)

Artist on prennises specializes in fannily crests and Celtic design rings.

Beautiful custom crosses

in AM F 704 861 8777 Religious medals

1 0 4 Sat 2503 E. Ozark Avenue Gold, silver, diamonds and unique custom work!

!

Gastonia Prompt repairs!

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month

of January:

Rev. Msgr. Eugene H. Livelsberger 1987

Rev. Msgr. Lawrence Newman 1981

Rev. Arthur J. Racette 1975

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
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IT'S A REAL HOOT

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

The Sunshine Kazoo Band from St. William Church in -Murphy kazoos its way from
Murphy Nursing Home to Murphy Hospital's Alzheimer's unit Dec. 10.

Kazoo band brings

sunshine to the masses
BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH

CORRESPONDENT

MURPHY — In the Murphy
Nursing Home lounge, the residents are

eagerly waiting.

It's Dec. 10, and over in the break
room Jane Bodem, Rev. Mr. Carl
Hubbell, Chung Jang, Joan Kennedy,
Lois Miller and Babs Truro are put-
ting on their red-velvet-banded straw

[\/|ake the right move to

finding your dream home.
See Chase first...

because home
ownership matters.

TAILORED MORTGAGE PROGRAMS

• Chase mortgage programs are
tailored to fit your individual needs

• Experienced mortgage specialists

will personally work with you from
application through closing

• A free mortgage affordability

estimate can show you how much
home you can afford*

• A Chase mortgage preapproval will

make you feel more confident
knowing you have "cash in hand"
when shopping for a home

Make the move to Chase Home
Rnance-call today.

Paul McClure
ijoii) 553-1202

Ext. 203

boaters, going over the selections for

the Christmas program and tuning
up their bugle-shaped kazoos.

At 10:30 a.m., kazoos buzzing,
the Sunshine Kazoo Band makes its

grand entrance into the lounge.

The band, from St. William
Church in Murphy, has entertained

the St. William's Ladies' .Guild and at

Helping Hands, a daycare center for

the handicapped. But it's the monthly
visits to the Murphy Nursing Home
and the Murphy Hospital's
Alzheimer's unit that is the band's

special ministry.

Members practice the week be-
fore their performances, kazooing or
singing along with music tapes.

"I was in a kazoo band in

Florida," Bodem said. "My leader
made all these tapes for me so I could
do it here."

The band has a different program
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Marij's Qardevi
Catholic

Books and Gifts
3816 South New Hope Bd

( New Hope Small Business Center - Unit # 27 )

Gastonia, NC 28056
5 Miles South of 1-85 Exit 20

704-823-7244
GIFTS for ALL OCCASIONS

( CHRISTMAS 6IFT SPECIALS

OPEN
Monday thru Saturday

10 AM to 6 PM

for each month. There are patriotic

songs for July 4. For "I've Been
Working On the Railroad," band
members don railroad engineer hats

and add wooden railroad whistles to

their instrumentation.

Christmas selections include
"Christmas Island," with the band
singing about gift-laden canoes
and Christmas fun on a tropical

island. Bodem ties on a funky hat

and puts caps over her front teeth

for a rousing rendition of "All I

Want for Christmas is My Two
Front Teeth."

The band invites the audience to

join in on Christmas songs such as

"Jingle Bells" and gives bells to some
of the residents so they can help make
the music. There's applause after each

selection.

"I like to bring joy where joy is

needed," Rev. Mr. Hubbell said. "Sad-

ness is a terrible disease in our soci-

ety, and loneliness. Mother Teresa
said that — that the most terrible

disease in America is loneliness."

"I think it's wonderful to make
people laugh and forget their

troubles, for a few minutes anyway,"
resident Cordie Griggs, 97, said.

"They do a good job making people
laugh. I enjoy it."

When the music ends, the band
disperses around the room to spend
time chatting with the residents.

Then, kazooing their way down
the hall and popping into rooms to

say "Hi" to those who couldn't make it

to the concert, they head for the
hospital's Alzheimer's unit, where

they repeat their program for those

gathered in the bright, airy lounge.

The residents sing along to songs
they remember from their childhoods.

A tall, white-haired man, holding an
attendant's hand, gets up to dance in

place, weaving back and forth and
grinning happily. As in the nursing
home, the band members spend time
chatting with the residents.

It's time they gladly spend
spreading sunshine. For Babs Truro,
it's the answer to a prayer.

"I had a miracle," she said later. "I

was a golfer; I loved it. Then I had a

problem with my heart. I was sup-

posed to have an operation. I got
down in front of my crucifix and said,

'God, I can't go through this opera-

tion. If you help me, I'll give up my
golf and devote my time to helping

others.'"

The doctor who advocated the

surgery had told her she needed the

operation right away. A second doctor

told her, soon after her prayer, that

there was nothing wrong with her

heart. That was two years ago, and
she's had no more heart trouble. In-

stead, she's opened her heart to others.

"When Jane told me about this

(kazoo band), I said, 'Yes, I want to

do this very much.' I feel uplifted

when I come here."

"It's about happiness," Rev. Mr.
Hubbell said. "We're called to care for

one another."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or e-

mailjnell@dnet.net.

Holiday social

Courtesy Ph&to by Regina Miller

The Altar Society and Knights of Columbus of St. James Church in Hamlet held

their annual adult Christmas party in the parish hall Dec. 6. After a 5 p.m.

Mass, dinner was served in the candlelit hall and all guests went home with

door prizes.
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Turning frowns upside down A GOLDEN JUBILEE

Courtesy Photo by Christine Hurley

St. Leo the Great School students are trying to "Change the World One Smile at a

Time" by raising funds for The Smile Train, an international charity dedicated to

helping children who suffer from cleft lips and palates through free surgery, free

training for doctors and research to find a cure.

St. Leo students hop aboard The Smik Train

BY SUSAN deGUZMAN
CORRESPONDENT

WINSTON-SALEM — It's said

that smiling is contagious. St. Leo the

Great School students want to help

spread some smiles.

The students dressed up Dec. 12

to raise money for The Smile Train,

an international charity dedicated to

helping children who suffer from cleft

lips and palates through free surgery,

free training for doctors and research

to find a cure.

The students each brought $1 to

school, which, with an enrollment of

approximately 250 students, would

pay for an operation for one child.

Hoping to help even more, the stu-

dent council decided to also donate

funds raised from a pumpkin contest

and Christmas stocking contest.

Linda Fatale, reading teacher,

heard about the work of The Smile

Train from her sister, a fellow teacher

in New Jersey.

"In some countries, children are

shunned and left on doorsteps and in

orphanages because of the disfigure-

ment which accompanies this afflic-

tion," said Fatale.

"Some children also suffer from

health problems because they are not

able to eat properly," she said. "There

is no reason in the world that these

children should suffer with this. We
know how to fix the problem."

The Smile Train is working to

help as many children as possible.

For $250, the organization can put a

smile on a child's face. The organiza-

tion applies 100 percent of its dona-

tions toward its programs. The over-

head, which is less than 7 percent, is

paid for by their board of trustees.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information about The Smile

Train, visit www.smiletrain.org.

Bishop McGuinness high

schoolers says thanks

to Father Kelleher

KERNERSVILLE — Father Jo-

seph Kelleher, a retired priest of the

Diocese of Charlotte, was recently

honored for his 50th anniversary of

ordination to the priesthood by the

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High

School community.

The school held a reception for

Father Kelleher following his celebra-

tion of the Eucharist for staff and

students on the feast of the Immacu-

late Conception Dec. 8.

Father Kelleher, an Irish immi-

grant who was ordained Dec. 20,

1953, has a long history with the

school beginning in its earliest years.

during which he served as the

school's priest administrator. Prior to

his retirement. Father Kelleher

served the school as its chaplain and

he remains involved in many aspects

of the school. His frequent visits bring

a vital priestly presence and enthusi-

asm to the school, according to

George Repass, principal.

The school's Peer Ministry stu-

dents designed the presentation that

included highlights of Father Kelleher's

involvement with the school. The stu-

dents also presented him with a stole in

honor of his ordination, a briefcase and

soda bread, an Irish delicacy.

Courtesy Phok

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School students and faculty honor Father Josepf

Kelleher, a retired priest of the Diocese of Charlotte, for his 50 years to th(

priesthood Dec. 8.
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Harvesting hope
VINEYARD, from page 1

year to obtain abortions, said Shuping.

With a total population of 3.9 million,

there may be as many as 60,000 Irish

women who have had abortions.

Shuping said because abortion is

illegal in Ireland, there are very few cri-

sis pregnancy centers or support groups

for post-abortive women.
A member of St. Aloysius Church in

Hickory, Shuping recently spent three

weeks in Ireland leading a Rachel's

Vineyai'd retreat and training a team to

lead retreats on a regular basis.

Ireland joins half a dozen other na-

tions with Rachel's Vineyard retreats

and the ministry is poised to move into

several more countries.

"Pregnancy loss can trigger depres-

sion in women," Shuping said. "Because

the medical community wouldn't admit

there was a problem, it didn't develop

ways of helping (women heal mentally)."

However, Shuping said, in the last

18 months there has been a wealth of

new studies showing increased occur-

rences of depression, mental illness and

suicide in post-abortive women.
Shuping also said spiritual, rather

than medical, counseling is necessary for

post-abortive women to heal.

"One of the things that is critical to

realize is when these women think of

their baby, they're thinking about a

dead baby," Shuping said. "But the real-

ity is, as Pope John Paul II said, 'Your

baby is now living in the Lord.'"

When women realize that, Shuping

said, they have a hope of seeing their

baby again and they can go through the

grieving that has been suppressed be-

cause "nobody wanted to hear about it."

Shuping noted that because of

Courtesy photo bv Martha Shuping

Capuchin Father Laurence Kettle,

Martha Shuping and Jennie Shuping in

Ireland.

their Christian faith, women have the

hope of the resurrection and a reunion

with their baby.

"All medicine will give you is a dead

baby," said Shuping.

Shuping has already introduced her

16-year-old daughter, Jennie, to the

world of abortion and its consequences.

"Jennie has learned compassion for

others and would never judge," Shuping

said. "She knows about the misinforma-

tion and often coercion that can push

women into an abortion, as well as the

pain that many suffer afterwards."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information about

Rachel's Vineyard retreats, visit

www.rachelsvineyard.org or call Dr.

IVIartha Shuping at (336) 659-1342

or the Respect Life office of Catholic

Social Services at (704) 370-3229.
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BREAKING GROUND

Courtesy Photo

Father Joseph Ayathupadam, Bishop Peter J. Jugis and Rev. Mr Richard Kauth shovel

dirt during the Holy Spirit Church activity center groundbreaking ceremony Dec. 7.

Holy Spirit holds groundbreaking

for new activity center

DENVER — Ground was broken

for the Holy Spirit Church activity cen-

ter Dec. 7.

The shovel used during the

groundbreaking by Bishop Peter J.

Jugis, who was administrator of Holy
Spirit Church from November 1998 un-

til June 1999, was signed by him and
Father Joseph Ayathupadam, pastor. It

will be kept at the church as a memento
of the occasion.

Also participating in the ceremony

was Rev. Mr. flichard Kauth, permanent

deacon; members of the building com-
mittee and parish councU; Knights of

Columbus; and members of the church.

Bishop Jugis gave a brief homily

that rendered honor and praise to the

parishioners of Holy Spirit.

"This ceremony marks four years of

work, which started with the initial sur-

vey," he said.

The survey, which began in 1999 as

a result of parish growth, was conducted

by the pastoral council. It indicated a

pressing need for classrooms, youth ac-

tivities and programs and parish activi-

ties. Growth projections were conducted

by the diocesan Office of Planning and,

based on these projections and the sur-

vey results, an in-depth parish profile

was authorized that was completed and

approved by the Diocese of Charlotte in

December 2000.

During the summer of 2001, plans

were finalized for the parish activity cen-

ter and the capital campaign was initi-

ated in September 2002.

The 19,908 square foot steel and

brick center will consist of 1 1 class-

rooms, three offices, a chapel, a sacristy, a

kitchen, a locker room with showers and

restrooms and a 7,128 square foot mul-

tipurpose room.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more on the history of Holy Spirit

Church, please see the Parish Pro-

file on page 16.

We beat the banks!
IMS prides itself on customer service. We're a local

lender and all we want is a chance to quote your

mortgage. Try us, you'll be happy you did. IMS has all

the answers and the loan programs to fit your needs.

^1^

Apply on-line 24 hours a day
www.lendinglocal.com

Call Me! Kim Geter 704-759-31 76
or kmgeter@intemationalmortgage. net

7631 Sharon Lakes Rd.

Charlotte, NC 28210
Ste.D IMS Mortgage Service
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A MOTHER'S INFLUENCE

Songwriter draws

inspiration from Mary

Photo by )oanita M. Nellenbach

Elyse O'Kane and Bob Hauert sing during her program at Immaculate Heart of

Mary Church on the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dec. 1 2.

BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

HAYESVILLE — "If we asked

God right now, 'Do we need your

mother?' God would say, 'I needed her.

She fed me, cared for me and walked the

way of the cross with me, and from the

cross I gave her to you.'"

Jesus' words from the cross were

meant not only for John but for every-

one, singer and songwriter Elyse

O'Kane told the congregation at Im-

m.aculate Heart of Mary Church in

Hayes\'ille.

Following an evening Mass to cel-

ebrate the feast of Our Lady of

Guadalupe on Dec. 12, O'Kane, who is

also a reading resource teacher at a

Catholic school in Atlanta, told how
Mary came into her life.

Growing up in a devoutly Catholic

family, O'Kane found Mary everywhere:

statues, prayer cards, scapulars. May
crownings. Still, Mary seemed so perfect

that O'Kane felt she could never measure up.

"Mary was supposed to be my
model," she said. "How could I possibly

be like her? She was so pure, so holy, and

I was a brat. I was raised with Mary all

around me, but I was unmoved. I basi-

cally did everything by rote."

O'Kane drifted away from the

Catholic Church, but after she and hus-

band, John, became parents, her interior

life began to change. The O'Kanes real-

ized they needed to attend Mass regu-

larly. Moving to Atlanta, they became

involved in activities in their new
church. Bible study seemed so much
richer than it had been when she was

growing up.

"I couldn't believe this was the 'bor-

ing' Bible," she said.

Her women's group decided to pray

the rosary. That, too, had always been

boring for O'Kane, but she agreed to

participate. At first, she mouthed the

words, her mind on all the things she

had to do.

During one rosary session, she saw

herself as a child, wearing a tattered old

dress and sitting apart from other chil-

dren. She was ashamed of the way she

looked. O'Kane sensed Mary's presence

but didn't want to look at her. Still, she

felt Mary reaching out "with a mother's

love."

"She was not the unapproachable,

sinless woman, but a loving mother,"

O'Kane said. "We had something in

common: we were both mothers."

O'Kane realized, just as she loved

her own children even when they were

rebellious, that was how Mary loved her.

From this realization, the rosary took on

new meaning, and her spiritual life be-

gan to open up.

When she was asked to join a

church choir, she agreed, even though

she had never sung before. Choir mem-
bers enjoyed being together and formed

a couples' prayer group.

"Community is a powerful tool that

God gives us to help us grow," O'Kane

said. "Even our Lord needed 12 to walk

with him."

As her spirituality grew, O'Kane felt

she was being led to devote herself to

Jesus through Mary. She had to

struggle, though, "with the idea of giv-

ing myself totally to God to do with as

he pleased."

Finally, realizing how much God
had done for her, she made an act of

consecration before an image of Our
Lady of Guadalupe. A year later, driving

her car, she found herself singing a new

melody to Mary's canticle, "The
Magnificat." It was the first music she

had ever created.

"I could almost feel the incrediblejoy

Mary felt as she kept the secret that she

was to be the mother of God," O'Kane

said. "Like Mary, I wanted to proclaim

the greatness of God."

Untrained in music, she needed a

friend to help her write the melody. Now,

she said, the song is used all over the

world in the Magnificat Ministry, a min-

istry to help women.

"IfMary is the mother of the church,

and the church is the bride of Christ,

doesn't that make Mary the mother of

the bride?" O'Kane asked. "I believe that

if we take Mary by the hand, she will

help us to become that radiant bride."

Bill Barr of Our Lady of the Moun-
tains Church in Highlands enjoyed

hearing about O'Kane's "experience that

brought her to know Mary; it was beau-

tifid."

"We have known Elyse for 20 years;

I think she's wonderful," said Bob
Hauert of Immaculate Heart of Mary,

who sang with O'Kane during the Mass.

"As a matter of fact, she's the godmother

of our youngest daughter, Elisabeth, so

we are family."

O'Kane has placed her total trust in

Mary.

"I know that if God entrusted his

son to her, I must be entrusted to her as

well," she said. "The world offers us

plenty of difficulties. Maybe our jobs are

difficult, maybe an illness in the family,

maybe there are addictions....Mary will

walk with us and teach us to trust as she

did. All we have to do "is ask her."

Honoring Our Lady

Photo by Carole McGrotty

Father Oscar Gracias from Guatemala and Father Wilbur Thomas, pastor of the

Basilica of St. Lawrence in Asheville, celebrated a bilingual Mass at the church

celebrating the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe Dec. 1 2. The feast day celebrates

apparitions of Mary to Juan Diego, a devout Nahua Indian, on Tepeyac Hill in

Mexico in December 1531. As a result of the apparitions and the miracles

attributed to Mary, 8 million Mexicans converted to Catholicism within a few

years.

Consolidate

High-interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

Low Interest

& interest-only

Programs

^appy HoCidaysfrom

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT

$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

No Payment
until

February 20oai

NO
Out-or -Pocket

Closing Costs

I'll, help you realize your home ownership dreams this holiday season.

t=J *Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

*IiitercM rate shown is Prime (4%), minus 1/4%, based on 80% or less LTV. Subject to underwriting conditions.
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AFRICAN AMERICAN AFFAIR/ MINI/TRY
OF THE DiOCE/E OF CHARLOTTE

INVITE/ EVERYONE TO THE
ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. CELEBRATION

EMPOWERING OURTELVEf FOR LEADER/HIP
WITHIN OUR CHURCH AND COMMUNITY

^ FREE TO ALL BUT ADVANCE REOI/TRATION REQUIRED^
/ATURDAY, JANUARY lOTH - 9 AM - 4 PM

PRE-REGI/TRATION FORM: DUE BEFORE JANUARY 5TH!

NO. OF
ATTENDANT/:

NAME

PHONE

EMAIL

/END RECI/TRATiON FORM BY JANUARY 5TH TO: REV. MR. CURTI//
TODD, 1123 /OUTH CHURCH /TREET, CHARLOTTE, NC 28203 OR

CALL: (704) 370 6299, OR EMAIL CPTODD@CHARLOTTEDIOCE/E.ORC

OUR UDY OF CON/OLATION CHURCH

2301 HATE/VILLE AVENUE, CHARLOHE

OUinANDING NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED

woRKfHOP pre;enter/!

t BECOMING ACTIVE IN PARI/H LIFE

2. BECOMING ACTIVE IN POLITICAL LIFE

CLO/ING LITURGY WITH

FR. MO WE/T,
CHANCELLOR AND VICAR GENERAL

AND

FR.JUDE DUFFY,
PA/TOR OF

OUR lADY OF CON/OLATION, CHARLOTTE

(PRE/ENTATION/ GEARED TO AGE 15 AND OLDER)

^JL^ (LUNCH PROVIDED ONLY FOR THO/E^ PRE-REGIiTERED BY JANUARY 5TH!)
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Two guides to the

Bible for Catholics
REVIEWED BY MITCH FINLEY

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

"Getting to Know the Bible: An In-

troduction to Sacred Scripture for

Catholics" belongs in the hands of any

adult who wants a better, more adult

understanding of the Bible. And it be-

longs in the hands ofevery Catholic teen,

both those in parish youth programs

and those in Catholic high schools.

This little book, written by

Sulpician Father Melvin L. Farrell and

now revised by Joseph McHugh, is an

outstanding — and very affordable —
introduction to the Bible and how to

read it with understanding. Both adults

and teens will find considerable light

1 ( > 1 1 1 ) I (

"Getting to Know the Bible:An Introduction

to Sacred Scripture for Catholics," by

Sulpician Father Melvin L. Farrell; revised

by Joseph McHugh. ACTA Publications

(Chicago, 2003). 112 pp., $6.95.

"Student Bible With Deuterocanonicals."

Notes by Philip Yancey and Tim Stafford.

Zonden/an (Grand Rapids, Mich., 2003).

1,61 3 pp., plus maps, $34.99.

among the pages of "Getting to Know
the Bible."

Written for Catholic readers, it an-

swers, up fi"ont, the questions most cru-

cial to truly understanding the Bible:

questions about what the Bible is and is

not, how it should and should not be

read, and what it means and does not

mean to say that the Bible is divinely

inspired and the word of God.

Following a brief but informative

introduction, it discusses first the Old

Testament and then the New. It ad-

dresses major Old Testament person-

ages, themes and literary forms, and

how the Old Testament we know today

came into being.

Next, an excellent overview explains

that the New Testament, as a whole, is

about the coming of the kingdom or

reign of God. It then examines together

the Gospels of Mark and Matthew, then

the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the

Apostles, and finally the Gospel of John.

It discusses in clear, lively language the

unique yet complementary approaches

of these documents.

Moving along, the epistles of St.

Paul can be difficult to grasp. The section

on St. Paul in "Getting to Know the

Bible" will clear up considerable misun-

derstanding of what the apostle was up

to. This section alone is worth the price

of the book.

Meanwhile, the dust jacket of

Zoridervan publishing's "Student Bible

With Deuterocanonicals" says this edi-

tion is for Catholic readers. It is the

Good News Translation of the Bible,

long known as a clear and easy-to-read

version. This new edition adds introduc-

tory comments by best-selling Protes-

tant author Philip Yancey and Chris-

tianity Today writer Tim Stafford.

The material contributed by

Yancey and Stafford is fi-equently en-

lightening, but Catholic observers may
wonder why a Catholic writer wasn't

asked to contribute to a study Bible de-

signed for Catholic students. The per-

spectives of Yancey and Stafford are,

naturally, shaped by the fact that they

are Protestants. A Catholic contributor

could have commented on the place of

Scripture in the Mass, the role of the

community of faith in reading and un-

derstanding Scripture, and the promi-

nent place of the Bible in the lives of

popular saints such as St. Therese of

Lisieux and St. Maximilian Kolbe.

The only apparent adaptation of

this student Bible to Catholic readers is

the addition of a "reading plan tied to the

Lectionary." But this is a case oftoo little,

too late. This student Bible is a Bible for

Protestant students, regardless of the

dust jacket's suggestion that it's for

Catholics.

If you're in the market for a good

study approach to the Bible for Catholic

students, save yourself considerable

money. Use "Getting to Know the Bible"

along with either the New Revised Stan-

dard Version Bible, Catholic Edition, or

the New American Bible — both of

which are available in relatively inex-

pensive editions.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: DEC. 21, 2003

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Sinte 1926

Itfn
Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

Dec. 21, Fourth

Sunday of Advent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Micah 5:1 -4a

Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19

2) Hebrews 10:5-10

3) Gospel: Luke 1:39-45

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

I'm a person who was taught from

an early age that it is impolite to incon-

venience others; far better to inconve-

nience oneself Thus, I think twice be-

fore asking others to change their

schedules or depart from their usual

routes or help with a project that is

ultimately my responsibility. Even
when I do make such a request, I usu-

ally look for an opportunity to return

the favor as soon as possible or at least

'

to express my profuse gratitude.

On the positive side, this approach

can indicate a deeply rooted courtesy

toward others. Taken to a -scrupulous

extreme, however, it can lead to great

difficulty in legitimately asking others

for help. Thus, wherj someone truly

goes out of his or her way to assist me
or offer a kindness, I always am
shocked a little.

That's why I find this Gospel story

so appealing. Elizabeth is shocked a

little that Mary, who is herself with

chUd, would travel "in haste" to the hill

country — hardly an easy journey —
to pay a visit. Given that this child ij

the Lord, she is even more surprised, af

if the tables had somehow been turned

One would think that Elizabeth, woulc

be the one to visit Mary.
'

Yet, this story says a great dea

about the way that Jesus and his

mother Mary always go out of theii

way to visit you and me, even in tht

most unexpected times and places. Ir

such encounters, the revelation can b(

so wonderful that our inner selves

quicken and "leap for joy."

In 1956, the Christian author C.S

Lewis wrote an autobiography titlec

"Surprised by Joy." In telling of a spiri-

tual journey that led him from tht

Christianity of his early youth into pro-

fessed atheism and then back to Chris-

tianity, Lewis relates the surprising

paradox of his search for God and th(

startling realization that God is actu-

ally the seeker.

During this Advent season, th(

Scriptures have urged us to be watchfu

for the coming of the Lord in our lives

As our hearts wait in expectant faith, le

us yet rejoice in the knowledge tha

God is a God of surprises.

Questions:

When has someone gone out of hii

or her way and surprised you with ar

unexpected kindness? How did it mak(

you feel? In what way has God sur

prised you with joy this Advent?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 21 - DECEMBER 27

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Advent), Micah 5:1-4, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-45; Monday (Lat

Advent Weekday), 1 Samuel 1:24-28, Luke 1:46-56; Tuesday (Late Advent Weekday), Malac^

3:1-4, 23-24, Luke 1:57-66; Wednesday (Late Advent Weekday), 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-11, 16, Luki

1:67-79; Thursday (The Nativity of the Lord), Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrews 1:1-6, John 1:1-18; Frida

(St. Stephen), Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59, Matthew 10:17-22; Saturday (St. John), 1 John 1:1-4

John 20:2-8

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 28 JANUARY 3

Sunday (Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph), Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14, Colossians 3:12-21 ,
Luki

2:41-52; Monday (St. Thomas Becket), 1 John 2:3-11, Luke 2:22-35; Tuesday, 1 John 2:12-17

Luke 2:36-40; Wednesday (St. Sylvester I), 1 John 2:18-21, John 1:1-18; Thursday (Blessei

Virgin Mary, the Mother of God), Numbers 6:22-27, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:16-21; Friday (Sts

Basil and Gregory Nazianzen),- 1 John 2:22-28, John 1:19-28; Saturday, 1 John 2:2-3:6

John 1:29-34

£^ HELP!
The Catholic News & Herald is cleaning

up the mailing list and we need your help!

If you are receiving more than one copy of this newspaper

each week, please help us reduce costs by letting us know.

Call (704) 370-3333 any time
— leave a message and please spell your name,

or email: catholicnews@charlottediocese.org

or write: 1 123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!
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THE DAY AFTER

1 2 3 5 6 7 9 10 11

12 I 1
15 1 17

18 19 20
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27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37 38

39 40 ^^41
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43 ^^^^^H 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51

53 54

1
55

56
-
1 58

ACROSS
1 Partner of neither

4 Hitchcock movie

8 Teen's reply

12 Canadian cheese

13 Two-toed sloth

14 Broadway musical

15 Aquatic bird

1 6 English feast and subject of this puzzle

18 Delibes opera

20 Dryope sister

21 Pitcher handle

24 Babel sight

27 Nativity season

31 City in Paraguay

32 Spanish river

33 Musician Law-Lata

34 Pod type?

35 Co.

36 First Christian martyr

39 Giant perch

41 Dagger-handle

42 Spouse

44 Metrical feet

48 Twice a baker's dozen

52 Franken and Sharpton

LAST WEEK'S ANSWERS
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53 Angel topper

54 Sumerian god

55 Morning star

56 Web addresses

57 Slander

58 "Quiet on the _!"

DOWN
1 Joyeux

2 Gumbo ingredient

3 Stature

4 Flemish painter

5 Mrs. Lennon

6 Latin peace

7 Deliver us from

8 _ Saxon

9 Align

10 Japanese City

11 Cast member of 50 Down Tina

17 Forget-me-

19 French month

22 Immediately

23 Mennonite sect

25 Raisond'_

26 "He causes to fall on the just and the

unjust."

27 Manger, perhaps

28 Photographer

29 American painter

30 Italian city

36 Sieve

37 Potion

38 School organization

40 Greek island

43 "Bette Davis
"

45 Catholic liturgy

46 Sad color

47 "
it a Pity"

48 Wed follower

49 Battle

50 Comedy show (abbr)

51 Animator Mohamed

KTC Transportation Co. inc

CALL 704-532-7605

Convention Services

Airport

Hotel

City Tours
Groups

Long & Short Tours
Beach vacations
Games
Sports
Special Events

Fax 704-532-7661 www.ktctransportation.com

Not anti-Semitic,

but too vioient?
Vatican officials attend

private screening of

Gibsons 'The Passion

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME — Just days after Mel
Gibson refused to allow his film, 'The

Passion of Christ," to be shown at a

Vatican-sponsored film festival, several

Vatican officials were invited to private

screenings in Rome and a copy was sent

to Pope John Paul II.

It was not known if the pope had

watched the film directed by Gibson.

The film was shown Dec. 4 and 6 in a

small screening room in Rome to invited

guests, including U.S. Archbishop John P.

Foley, president of the Pontifical CouncU
for Social Communications, U.S. Domini-

can Father Augustine DiNoia,

undersecretary of the Congregation for

the Doctrine of the Faith, and Msgr.

Kevin C. McCoy, rector of the North

American College.

Gibson, whose film is set for a Febru-

ary U.S. release, turned down a request

for a private screening of the movie at a

Dec. 2 conference that was part of a film

festival co-sponsored by the Vatican.

Organizers of the festival said

Gibson turned down the request because

the film's final version had not been com-

pleted.

Father DiNoia told Catholic News
Service the version he saw Dec. 4 obvi-

ously was not complete, but was nonethe-

less "powerful."

Asked ifhe thought the film was anti-

Semitic, as some critics complained, he

responded, "Absolutely not. On the con-

trary, in the 'calculus of blame' the Jewish

authorities have a part — we all do —
but it is the Roman soldiers" who carry

the greatest blame in the film.

Jesus (Jim Caviezel) is approached by

liis mother Mary (Mala Morgenstern) as

he carries his cross in "The Passion of

Jesus Christ."

"By the end of the film," he said, "the

only thing you are thinking about is your

soul."

Msgr. McCoy sat through two
screenings and said, "It is a very powerfijl

film."

"It is strongly theological in the state-

ment it makes on the sacrifice ofChrist for

the redemption of all mankind," he told

CNS.
The film is violent, he said, but Jesus'

crucifixion "was a very violent death."

As for charges that the film blames

the Jews for the death ofJesus, the rector

said, "When you ask the question, "What

happened here?' the real response is that

Christ bore the sins of all of us."

Archbishop Foley was out of town

Dec. 9 and unavailable for comment.

Another Vatican official who saw the

film, but did not want to be named, said

he found it much too violent.

'Tou cannot use Christ's passion the

way other brutal, violent films do to make
an impression on an audience," he said.

'Tou cannot use the passion of Christ to

provoke a reaction."

We Can Share The Care!
Visiting Angels, can help put your family together

this Holiday Season!

Visiting Angels* provides experienced

caregivers to thousands of seniors each

and every day across America.

You Select Your Caregiver!

Up to 24 Hour Care

Hygiene Assistance

Meal Preparation

Respite Family Care

Appointments / Errands

Rewarding Companionship

All Caregivers Thoroughly Screened

Bring Your Parents Home For The Holidays!

Call?04-S4N010 k^AngeLsC^ ^ LIVING ^ ASSISTANCE SEfJVlCES

Learn more at; www, visitingangels.com/charlotte
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Catholic Gift & Boo/c Store

CHRISTMAS IDEAS!! Cards, Ornaments, Nativities, Angels.

Plus Bibles, Religious Plaques, Medals, CDs, and over 700 book titles!

Hours: Sam - 5pm Monday - Friday

(336)273-2554 fax (336) 273-2441 233 N. Greene Si. Greensboro, NC 27401

Catholic Social Services

Western Regional Office

Is currently seeking an Office Director for the western regional office in

Asheville. This position's responsibilities include the supervision of staff and

the delivery of programs including immigration services, refugee resettlement,

counseling, international and domestic adoption; development and maintenance

of relationships with the community and other agencies; identification of

community needs and planned agency growth in response to those needs;

development of financial and volunteer support in the community and service on

the Management Team of Catholic Social Services of the Diocese of Charlotte,

Inc. Qualifications include master's degree in social work or a related human

service field and three years of experience in supervision and/or administration

of social services programs.

Send resume and cover letter by January 5, 2004 to:

CSS/WRO

ATTN: Elizabeth Thurbee

50 Orange Street

Asheville, 28801

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSIS-
TANTS: Warm and caring for home care

assignments. Full-time and part-time.

Charlotte and surrounding areas. Call

704-945-7177.

DIOCESAN CAMPUS MINISTRY/
Adjunct Catholic Chaplin: For Davidson

College. Graduate theology training re-

quired. Send resume, three reference let-

ters, cover letter to: Mary Wright, Direc-

tor of Campus Ministry, 1123 South

Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203-

4003 by January 9.

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMA-
TION: Experienced with master's in the-

ology, religious education or related

field. Send resume and statement ofyour

vision of faith formation to: Faith Forma-
tion Search Committee, St. Paul the

Apostle Catholic Church, 2715 Horse

Pen Creek Road, Greensboro, NC 27410;

fax (336)294-6149; email

jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org

YOUTH MINISTER: Experienced with

degree or certification in youth ministry,

theology or related field. Send
,
resume

and statement of your vision of youth

ministry to: Youth Ministry Search Com-
mittee, St. Paul the Apostle Church,

2715 Horse Pen Creek Road, Greens-

boro, NC 27410; fax (336)294-6149;

emailjmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org.

FOR SALE

FSBO - BRICK EXECUTIVE HOME:
2758 Sq Ft., 4 BR, 3 full BR, bonus room,

many upgrades inside and out. 30 min-

utes to uptown Charlotte, NOT using In-

terstate. Asking $295,000. 5205
Featherstone Ct., Gastonia. 704-824-

9099 Nights.

FOR RENT

RETAIL STORE: 800 square foot build-

ing in Chimney Rock, NC in the heart of

thriving tourist village. $1000/month.

Call Peter O'Leary (828) 625-2479.

OFFICE SPACE: Crown Point Office

Building, 2101 Sardis Road North,

Charlotte. 450 square feet, $550 per

mon.th. Call Paul Johansen 704-375-

1918,

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@ charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Hussein's capture doesn't

excuse war, cardinal says

HUSSEIN, from page 1

treated like a cow whose teeth are being

examined. They could have spared us

those pictures," he said. "I felt compas-

sion for him."

The cardinal described Hussein

as "a man of tragedy," with heavy

responsibilities for the crimes he com-
mitted.

Asked if he thought it would be

appropriate for a tribunal to consider

imposing the death penalty, the car-

dinal said, "You know well that the

pope has spoken repeatedly against

capital punishment. I have spoken

against capital punishment. The Eu-
ropean Union has abandoned capital

punishment; the international tribu-

nals for Rwanda and Yugoslavia do

not even consider imposing the death

penalty."

He said the Vatican hopes "the

trial will take place in an appropriate

forum," but he said at least at this

point the Vatican could not specify

what would constitute an appropriate

forum.

In Iraq, bishops and other church

leaders said Hussein's detention

would help the country "turn the

page" in building social peace and or-

der. But they, too, cautioned that vio-

lence would probably continue for

some time in the country.

Pope John Paul made no official

comment on Hussein's capture, but

an informed Vatican official, who
asked not to be identified, said the

Vatican hoped Hussein's arrest would

"help contribute to improving the se-

curity situation." But there were
doubts that would happen, the official

said, because Hussein appeared to

have been isolated from insurgents.

According to U.S. authorities,

Hussein was found in a one-man hole

next to a two-room hut where he had

been living.

The Vatican official said the Holy

See hoped the dictator's capture

would help "accelerate the involve-

ment of Iraqis in the governing of

their country" and help bring more
involvement by the United Nations in

postwar Iraq.

Chaldean Bishop Rabban Al-Qas

of Amadiyah in northern Iraq said

with the capture of Hussein, "the head

of the serpent has been crushed."

"The arrest of Saddam Hussein is

a joy for all Iraqis, and also for us

bishops. Finally the fear has been re-

moved ... along with the suspicion

that Saddam could reappear," Bishop

Al-Qas said.

He said Saddam should now be

tried in an Iraqi court.

"Even if he is a wicked man, his

dignity should be respected. But he

needs to confess his crimes, the mil-

lions of people he killed. Even Chris-

tian forgiveness supposes confession

and expiation," he said.

Syrian-rite Father Nizar Semaan,

who works in northern Iraq, said

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Iraqi men In Baghdad celebrate the

capture of Saddam Hussein Dec. 16. U.S.

forces found the former Iraqi leader Dec.

13 hiding out at a farmhouse outside

his hometown of Tikrit. The Vaticam

wants Hussein to receive a fair trial for

alleged crimes during his long

dictatorship, said a top church official.

news of Hussein's capture was
greeted with great joy among aver-

age Iraqis. But most people are aware

it won't mean the automatic end to

violence and terrorism in the country,

he said.

"With the arrest of Saddam
Hussein, a chapter of Iraqi history is

ending, characterized by crimes

against humanity, injustice, poverty,

the embargo and emigration of young
people in search of a better future,"

Father Semaan said. "Now we can

turn the page."
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Kovacic, Father Gabriel Meehan and Mercy Sister Mary John Madden

look through photographs during a luncheon at the diocesan pastoral
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identify unlabeled photographs for diocesan Archives and The Catholic

News & Herald.
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editorials and viewpoints

The gift of Christ
Our hearts are filled with joy each

year as we celebrate the feast of

Christmas.

God our Father showed his great

mercy to us when he sent his only-be-

gotten Son to be our Savior. Christ is the

Son filled with grace and truth. Despite

the passage of time, his birth still causes

each succeeding generation to stand in

awe of the greatness of the Father, who
in his wisdom decreed such an amazing
gift for our salvation.

As we receive the sacred Body and

Blood of our Savior in communion this

Christmas, we recall that the very pur-

pose of Christ's coming was the su-

preme moment of his death and resur-

rection, of which the Holy Eucharist is

the living memorial. He came into this

world to bring about our salvation. We
will hear the words spoken at Mass,

'Take this all of you and eat it, this is

my body. ... Take this all of you and
drink from it, this is the cup of my
blood..." and once again be in the pres-

ence of the living Savior.

In his encyclical on the Holy Eucha-

rist this year, our Holy Father reminded

us of the striking words Pope Paul VI
once wrote in regard to the Eucharist:

"P]n objective reality, independently of

our mind, the bread and wine have
ceased to exist after the consecration, so

that the adorable body and blood of the

From the

Bishop

MOST REV.
PETER J. JUGIS

Bishop of

Charlotte

Lord Jesus from that moment on are

really before us under the sacramental

species of bread and wine."l

This fact of our Lord's presence riv-

ets our attention on the most amazing

gift which the Father gives us at Christ-

mas — Christ our Lord. When we re-

ceive Holy Communion, our union with

Christ is increased, the life of grace is

preserved, increased, and renewed
within us, and our charity is strength-

ened.2 How marvelous are the blessings

the Father bestows upon us.

0 Christ, saving Lord, sovereign maj-

esty, gift ofthe mercifijl Father, come to our

humble hearts again this Christmas.

1 Pope John Paul II, Ecclesia de
Eucharistia, n. 15, quoting Pope Paul

VI, Solemn Profession of Faith, 30 June

1968.

2 CCC 1391, 1392, 1394.

The story of "Silent Night"
I would wager that everyone read-

ing this column has felt the beauty and

peace that shines from "Silent Night,

Holy Night," the Christmas carol said to

be loved around the world.

Stories of the origins of this beautiful

song tell how Franz Xavier Gruber, or-

ganist at the Catholic church in

Obemdorf, Austria, confronting a broken

organ, composed the music for "Silent

Night" on an old guitar on Christmas

morning 1818. But rarely have we ever

heard the whole story. Few know that the

words had been written on that Christ-

mas Eve by the 25-year-old priest as-

signed to that town. Father Joseph Mohr.
This Christmas, as we celebrate the

185th anniversary of "Silent Night," I

wanted to tell the story of how I learned

about the origins of my forever favorite

Christmas carol. Several years ago, I

was at a used-book sale, saw a thin,

hardcover book, with its original attrac-

tive paper cover, titled "Silent Night,

Holy Night: The True and Touching
Story of the Greatest Christmas Song of

All Time," published in 1933.

I grabbed it immediately. It was
written by Frederick H. Jaenicken, in

Chicago, who explained that the story

emerged from his research with several

historical societies in Austria. I was im-

pressed with his account of the relation-

The Bottom

Line

ANTOINETTE
BOSCO

CNS Columnist

ship between Father Mohr and Gruber,

then 32 years old.

The priest had a spectacular tenor

voice, and the organist was a baritone.

They would often get together to sing in

the church garden or rectory. Villagers

would linger to listen and announce, 'The
pastor and teacher are singing again."

How they remained forever linked

as inspired co-composers of the great

Christmas h3TTin is an amazing story.

On Christmas Eve 1818, a tired woman
came to Father Mohr's door with a mes-

sage from a young woodcutter whose
wife had just given birth. He was asking

if the priest would come and bless them.

Father Mohr set out in the snowy night

and made it to the cabin where he saw "a

scene never to be forgotten— an infant

on a bed of pine logs, a young mother, a

husband glowing with joy." He said that

"a strange radiance filled the room," and

Christmas should bring hope,

help ease life's burdens

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — In a world

that often seems overburdened by prob-

lems and conflicts, the celebration of

Christmas should bring a sense of hope,

Pope John Paul II said.

The coming of Christ should also

remind people that there is more to life

than material well-being and economic

progress, the pope said at his weekly

general audience Dec. 17.

The pontiff looked fit as he ad-

dressed some 6,000 pilgrims who
packed the Vatican audience hall. How-
ever, he skipped over halfof his prepared

speech, and his words were hard to un-

derstand.

In his talk, the pope spoke philo-

sophically about the impact of Christ-

mas on people's daily lives. Above all, it

should bring encouragement to those

who feel dispirited by life's many difficul-

ties, he said.

"Every person dreams of a more just

world, where decent living conditions

and peacefijl coexistence make for har-

monious relations betvyeen individuals

and peoples," he said.

"Often, however, it's not like that.

Obstacles, conflicts and problems of

various kinds weigh upon our existence

and sometimes nearly oppress it: The
strength and courage to work for the

good risk giving in to evQ, which some-

times seems to gain the upper hand," he

said.

Especially in moments like this,

Christmas should bring a ray of hope, he

said. The celebration of Christ's birth

should remind people that God does not

forget his promises, and is always with

us, he said.

Christmas should also prompt
people to widen their vision and contem-

plate the meaning of their own lives, the

pope said.

"Not infrequently, one asks oneself

Who are we? Where are we going?

What sense is there to what we do on
earth, and what awaits us after death?"

he said.

The pope said there are certainly

worthy earthly goals, including material

comfort, social and scientific advances, as

The Pope

Speaks

By pope
JOHN PAUL II

well as individual and community
projects.

"But are these goals enough to sat-

isfy the most intimate aspirations of our

soul?" he said.

The pope said Christmas invites

people to "rise above the daily routine"

and reflect on God's alliance with man
and his generosity in sending his son as

savior.

The audience was enlivened by brief

performances by choirs and singing

groups from many countries. A deco-

rated Christmas tree stood to one side of

the papal stage.

Because of the pope's Christmas

schedule, it was his last weekly general

audience of the year. The Vatican re-

leased statistics showing that in 2003
more than 501,700 people attended 48

general audiences. . That was more than

90,000 more than the year before.

In his 25-year pontificate, the pope
has presided over 1,112 general audi-

ences at the Vatican. At the end of 2003,

the total number of people who have

attended the audiences was 17,138,200,

the Vatican said.

Later on Dec. 1 7, in a ceremony that

combined Christmas songs and short

speeches, the Vatican's Christmas tree

was lit in St. Peter's Square. The tree, a

1 10-year-old blue red spruce that stood

about 90 feet tall, came from the VaUe
d'Aosta region in northern Italy where
the pope has vacationed several times

during the summer.

The pope in 1982 began the practice

of having a Christmas tree and a giant

Nativity scene erected in St. Peter's

Square. Over the years, the pontiff has

said he enjoys watching from his apart-

ment as hundreds of families come to

view the creche and tree.

I

he was overwhelmed with the thought,

"Jesus the Savior is here."

On the way back, his path lit by
glittering snow and stars, he felt he was
seeing s3Tnbols of everlasting light on
this "silent night, holy night." The words
stayed with him so powerfully that back

at his study he sat at his desk and wrote

the words we so well know.

Early in the morning, he brought

his manuscript to Gruber, who was "vis-

ibly animated" by the beauty in the

words he read. Both men knew these

should be set to music. Gruber was dev-

astated that the organ was broken. Fa-

ther Mohr saw the old guitar on the wall

and said to his friend, "Let this be your

instrument."

Before the afternoon Christmas si

vice, Gruber had composed the music f

fit the young priest's words. The peopl

it is said, were "spellbound" as. th

heard the beautiful voices of their prid

and organist singing "Silent Night."

The song might have been lost an

forgotten if not for an organ repairmai

who rediscovered it a year later. This, too

is a great story— perhaps for next year

Jaenicken ended his lovely book, ii

those troubled days of the world's his

tory, with his belief that "Silent Night

has an everlasting spiritual mission: "It

prayer for harmony and better under

standing among all nations cries ou

above the troubled regions of the earth.

Let us sing— and remember this!
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A heart to do more
Musical star Billy Ray Cyrus was

a recent guest on our syndicated tele-

vision program, Christopher Closeup.

When I mentioned to friends that he'd

be on our show, people tended to smile

and say, "You mean the 'Achy-Breaky

Heart' song guy?" Folks seem inclined

to think of Cyrus as a one-hit wonder.

He is, in fact, much more. His albums

have sold over 14 million copies. He's

an in-demand actor, having appeared

in film director David Lynch's
"MulhoUand Drive." He stars in the

PAX Network's top-rated series,

"Doc."

The man I remember from that

big hit song was a ladies man not

known for settling down. That's all

changed. Cyrus says he came to see the

fast life was, in the end, vacuous. He
was left with an emptiness he couldn't

shake. His first marriage ended badly.

But he got a second chance to enjoy life

and love. He's become a dedicated fam-

ily man who relishes the role of father

of six children. He delights in playing

with them and knowing that they see

him as a true and loyal friend.

The choice of his TV series is no

accident either. Cyrus was enjoying

some success in Hollywood, but it

wasn't fulfilling. That, he suggested,

was because his parts weren't celebrat-

ing the greatness of the human spirit.

Then along came "Doc," the story of
Dr. Clint Cassidy, a country doctor

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Gliest Collimnist

who moves to New York City to prac-

tice medicine. Healing the bodies and

the hearts of those entrusted to his

care, the title role exemplifies the good

in humanity. Now, Cyrus feels like he's

doing something of value. Who'd ex-

pect the "Achy Breaky Heart" man to

use the powerful medium of television

to affirm the best in our nature? But

he does.

Cyrus also told us he knows what
its like to be in real need. Some years

ago, he had to live out of his car, trying

to get by while singing in roadside

bars. He hasn't forgotten the experi-

ence. And he believes when God
blesses you with talent and opportu-

nity, you've got an obligation to re-

member those in need and to give

something back. He's often on the

road, not just for concerts, but for char-

ity. He's this year's spokesperson for

the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys
for Tots program. He delights in the

notion of bringing Christmas joy to

kids who might otherwise experience

a bleak holiday. This effort for kids is

only the most recent of his charitable

efforts. In fact, he has won several hu-

manitarian awards including the first

Bob Hope Congressional Medal of

Honor Society Entertainer's Award
for his dedication to philanthropy.

Cyrus's Christopher Closeup con-

versation also turned to an open ex-

pression of faith. Knowing everything

he has is a gift and a blessing, he now
recognizes life without a spiritual cen-

ter misses something vital. While
raised in a religious family (in fact, his

grandfather was a Pentecostal minis-

ter), Cyrus had long ago drifted from

the faith. Too much disappointment in

life gave him a jaded sense of God.

That's changed. Looking for

meaning in his life, Cyrus found it in

God and living for others, especially

his wife and children. He's just pro-

duced "The Other Side," his first al-

bum specifically to celebrate the peace

that God, family and giving to others

have given him.

"I prayed that my music would be

heard around the world and that God
would give me the vision to use my
music to do good things," he said. "So I

am going to see and be with as many
needful and sick children as I can."

And all this from a public figure I

thought I knew. I learned the valuable

lesson of never judging a person by a

reputation.

Life gives us many choices and
chances to prove ourselves. May our

hearts guide us well.

Jingle all the way to the mall
It's beginning to look a lot like

Christmas.

Ever3rwhere you turn, signs of the

holiday season are evident— Santa and

his elves in every store window, inflat-

able snowmen atop car dealerships,

parking lots with rows of trees for sale,

blinking lights and wreaths strung ev-

ery which way, and so on.

Yep, it's obvious Christmas is

a'coming. But where's it going? For
many, the holidays are a depressing

time of year, a reminder of things they

don't have or simply can't aflford. For
others, Christmas is only equated with

bumper-to-bumper traffic around
shopping areas and ridiculously long

lines at the mall.

A 2000 Gallup poll found eight

percent of U.S. adults don't even know
Christmas celebrates the birth of
Jesus! Then again, Christianity has

been all but stripped from the holiday

made-for-TV movies; folks are forced

to have "holiday parties" at work, not

Christmas parties; and it's OK to put

up bells and holly at city hall, just

don't display the Ten Commandments
or a manger scene.

To some, Christmas time is a bar-

gain hunter's delight. Early to bed and
early to rise and rejoice— ye may find

discounted sale items, so long as sup-

plies last. I'd be curious to ask what
Christmas means to the woman re-

cently trampled in Wal-Mart by fran-

tic hordes trying to snatch up $29
DVD players. I just won't ask her to

whistle "Jingle Bells."

That same Gallup poll also found

85 percent of U.S. adults believe Christ-

mas has become too commercialized.

Forty-two percent said the holiday

would be more enjoyable without ex-

changing gifts.

I couldn't agree more.

Now, I'm no Scrooge, but I do feel as

if I'm being coerced into helping drive

the commercial machine that has be-

come Christmas. Like many others, I

must buy everyone I know gifi;s simply

because it's Christmas and that's what is

expected. What will people think if you
don't buy a gift for someone?

And in actuality, I have no idea

what my distant second cousin's three-

year-old wants or needs, no more than

ol' Uncle Leo knows what I want or

need, but we'U all be at the same party so

out we go, braving the holiday shopping

madness to buy something, anything, to

be unwrapped at Christmas. Sadly, the

majority of these gifts will be returned,

not appreciated or re-gifl;ed to somebody
else.

But it's the thought that counts, they

teU me. Just don't tell that to my nieces

and nephews after they open their

gazillion gift:s and ask, "Is that it?"

It's a shame we seem to have lost

track of the true meaning of Christmas.

But who has time to think about Jesus

when there's a shopping list to make?
Well, if it's the thought that counts,

then this year I'm going to be truly

thoughtful and take a stand. Afl:er we've

Murra/s

Musings

KEVIN E.

MURRAY
Editor

all exchanged gifts round the ol' Christ-

mas tree, and everyone notices they

didn't get an3^hing fi:'om me, I'm going

to draw my family in and offer them all a

warm, loving hug. Even Uncle Leo, who
often smells like an old sock soaked in

bourbon. I ma;y end up wearing the

eggnog, but at least my gift will be

unique — and if this gift is returned, I

won't complain!

And, dear readers, I would like to

extend a nice Christmas hug to all ofyou

as well. Come now, lean in ... a little

further ... there you go. Now enjoy the

embrace. Ah. Doesn't that feel nice? Bet-

ter than any store-bought gift, no?

To all of you, I wish you well in

braving the madness that has become
the holidays. Most of all, I hope you find

a quiet moment to truly revel in what

Christmas really means, and that you do

so with your loved ones.

As for lil' ol' me? My shirt size is XL,
shoe size is 12,1 prefer silver over gold

jewelry and my complexion goes well

with dark or earth tone colors. I also

could use a new watch, nothing fancy.

Merry Christmas!

The place for

Penance

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

Q. Is it mandatory now to receive the

sacrament ofpenance behind a screen? Many
people prefer to goface-toface, but that is not

allowed in our parish.

For years we understood eitlier way is

permitted. Has that changed? Can a priest

decide only one way is allowed? (Iowa)

A. As of a few years ago, a priest has

permission to make that decision for any-

one who comes to him for confession.

The 1973 revision of the Roman
Ritual for the sacrament of penance pro-

vided that conferences of bishops should

determine "the place proper for the ordi-

nary celebration of the sacrament of pen-

ance" (38). Fixed grates or grills between

penitent and confessor should always be

provided, however, so those who wish to

use them can do so (Canon 964).

Priests, especially pastors, are to

"choose a place more suitable for the cel-

ebration according to the regulations ofthe

conferences ofbishops so the entire celebra-

tion may be enriching and effective" (40).

The following year, the conference of

bishops decreed for the United States it is

desirable that reconciliation rooms be pro-

vided in which people might choose to

confess either face-to-face or kneel to speak

with the priest anon3TTiously through a

stationary screen. This is to what most

Catholics have become accustomed.

In July 1998, the Pontifical Council

,
for Interpretation ofLegislative Texts said

priests have the right to reflise face-to-face

confessions, even ifpenitents request it.

For a just reason, said the docu-

ment, "and excluding cases of necessity

(emergencies, in hospitals, when patients

are dying at home, etc.) the minister of

the sacrament can legitimately decide,

even in the event the penitent asks other-

wise, that sacramental confession be re-

ceived in a confessional equipped with a

fixed grUl."

In 1999, the U.S. bishops reiterated

the choice open to people to confess either

way, but noted that the 1998 Vatican

interpretation is still in force.

Why did the Vatican agency require

this^ change? When the new interpreta-

tion was presented, a council official re-

ferred to two reasons. Confessing behind

a grill is an ancient practice. And it "re-

sponds to the need for prudence."

"It is a protection against human
weakness both on the part of the priest

as well as on the part of the penitent," he

said. "The sacrament of confession

should not be an occasion ofsin for either

priest or penitent."

To answer your question, if a

priest feels he should hear confessions

only with a grill between him and the

penitent for these or other "just" reasons,

the ritual gives him permission to do so.
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Holy Spirit Church a tribute to

faithfulness ofgrowing congregation

Holy Spirit Church in Denver was once an elementary school considered a landmark

in Lincoln County.

DENVER — Church is defined as

both the company of Christian faithful

and the building in which they wor-

ship. The history of Denver's Holy
Spirit congregation includes a period of

years without a structure to call its

own; hence, the two-fold definition in-

deed applies.

Then-Bishop Michael J. Begley of

Charlotte established a mission in Den-

ver during the late 1970s, as the Catho-

lic population in the area had been

growing over the years. With no build-

ing in which to worship as a Catholic

family. Father Carlo Tarasi, then pas-

tor of St. Dorothy Church in

Lincolnton, celebrated the mission's

first Mass at St. Peter by-the-Lake

Episcopal Church in nearby Westport

in March 1979.

Father Dennis Fotinos, vicar of St.

Peter by the Lake Episcopal Church at

the time, had extended an invitation to

the Catholic mission to use the

Westport facility for worship. Approxi-

mately 20 people came together to wor-
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803-396-5399 ext. 240

Mon-Fri: 10am - 5pm

5 min. south ofBallantyne and 1-485

1-485 to Hwy 521 (Johnston Rd).

Go south approx. 5 miles. Shortly after
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Zimmer Business Park - #228.

CatholicCompany.com

Cornelius, NC 28031
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HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH
537 N. Highway 16

Denver, N.C. 28037

(704) 483-6448

Vicariate: Gastonia

Pastor: Father Joseph Ayathupadam

Deacon: Rev. Mr. Richard Kauth

Number of Families: 330

Father

Joseph Ayathupadam

ship as a Catholic community.

That message of welcome marked

the beginning of a nine-year stretch in

which the mission congregation gath-

ered on Saturday evenings for Mass in

the Episcopal church. Pastors from St.

Dorothy Church continued their ad-

ministration of the Denver faithful,

with occasional assistance from the

Benedictine monks of Belmont Abbey.

With weekly Masses continuing

at' St. Peter. by-the-Lake Episcopal-

Church — and the local Catholic

population growing — the mission

family began to yearn for a spiritual

home of its own. By 1987, when more

than 100 families were worshipping

together. Father Charles Rooks
moved the mission Mass time from

Saturday to Sunday. The switch led to

the congregation being moved from

St. Peter by-the-Lake Episcopal

Church to the East Lincoln Optimist

Club building.

Finally, in May 1988, the Diocese

of Charlotte purchased from Lincoln

County a structure that once housed

Triangle School on 6.5 acres of land.

The 7,300 square foot building, consid-

ered a community landmark, had
served as an elementary school from

1925 to 1986.

That development marked a new
phase in the mission's history. A reno-

vation project ensued during the sum-

mer into the autumn, resulting in a

nave, sanctuary, offices, classrooms, liv-

ing quarters and space for social events.

Many excited parishioners were active

in the remodeling of the facility.

The new church was ready for,

Christmas in 1988, and the first Mass
was celebrated Dec. 25. Then-Bishop

John F. Donoghue blessed the structure

in May 1989.

In 1991, the Holy Spirit Church

family began its annual Septemberfest,

a church carnival whose proceeds have

helped reduce church debt.

By 1996, about 265 families wor-

shipped at Holy Spirit Church, which was

by then a mission ofSt. Therese Church in

Mooresville. On May 31, 1998, Holy

Spirit Church was officially designated as

a parish in a ceremony presided by then-

Bishop William G. Curlm.

In July of that same year, a new
rectory was purchased and furnished.

In early 1999, continued parish

growth led the pastoral council to conduct

a survey to assist in determining parish

needs. With approximately 60 percent of

the families participating in the survey,

the results indicated a pressing need for

classrooms; youth activities and pro-

grams and parish-wide activities.

Growth projections were con-

ducted by the diocesan Office of Plan-

ning and, based on these projections

and the survey results, an in-depth par-

ish profile was authorized that was
completed and approved by the Diocese

of Charlotte in December 2000. During

the summer of 2001, plans were final-

ized for a parish activities center with

the actual campaign initiated in Sep-

tember 2001.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis presided over

the activity center's groundbreaking

ceremony Dec. 7, 2003, with Father

Joseph Ayathupadam, pastor, and Rev.

Mr. Richard Kauth participating.

During the ceremony. Bishop Jugis

gave a brief homily that rendered

honor and praise to the parishioners of
j

Holy Spirit.

A booklet on the history of Holy

Spirit Church is available. Contact the]

church at (704) 483-6448.

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd.^ CharloUe

(704) 537-S3S6 • (800) 489-^336
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for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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PRIESTS IN THE MAKING

Three seminarians ordained to

transitional diaconate
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE— Three seminar-

ians of the Diocese of Charlotte have

taken another step toward the priest-

hood.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis ordained

Rev. Messrs. Timothy Reid, Robert

Conway and John Starczewski to the

transitional diaconate during a special

Mass at St. Vincent de Paul Church in

Charlotte Dec. 21, 2003.

"God has chosen a special calling

for you, and has tenderly formed you,"

said Bishop Jugis to the candidates.

'How marvelous is the call you have

received."

The candidates, whom the bishop

:alled "ministers of the charity of

Christ," committed themselves to celi-

aacy and to the obligations of ministry
— serving the sick, the poor, the needy.

'Tour attention must be riveted on
C!hrist at every moment," said Bishop
fugis.

See DEACONS, page 5

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis and others pray the litany of the saints as Timothy Reid, Robert Conway
and John Starczewski lay prostrate during their diaconate ordination Dec. 21.

PEACE, JUSTICE, LUNCH

Just Second Fridays

to offer topics on

justice, business

ethics

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
SDITOR

CHARLOTTE — In the

midst of a busy workday, it

will soon be possible to add a

side ofjustice to your lunch.

John, Carr, secretary of

the U.S. Catholic Conference

of Bishops Department of

Social Development and
World Peace, will this

month kick off the diocesan

Office of Justice and Peace's

educational luncheon
speaker series. "Just Second
Fridays," which will be held

the second Friday of every

month, will cover a variety

of topics on justice, peace
and business ethics.

"The goal of the pro-
gram is to develop in the

hearts and minds of attend-

ees a rhythm of being en-

gaged on an ongoing basis

in theological and ethical

See JUSTICE, page 6

Field of food

Photo by Karen A. Evans

St. Matthew Church parishioners organize baskets of food and
paper products at the Pastoral Center Dec. 22. St. Matthew
Food Pantry Ministry collected enough for 1 50 needy families.

PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN

Bishops' child protection charter has

numerous mandates for dioceses

Diocese of Charlotte receives two commendations

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — The
Diocese of Charlotte was cred-

ited for its compliance in fol-

lowing guidehnes for the pro-

tection of children and youths.

According to Bishop Peter

J. Jugis, in August 2003, inde-

pendent auditors found the

Diocese ofCharlotte to be com-
pliant with the "Charter for the

Protection of Children and

Young People."

When the U.S. bishops

adopted their charter in 2002,

they said, "We pledge our-

selves to act in a way that

manifests our accountability

to God, to his people and to

one another in this grave mat-
ter" of clergy sexual abuse of

minors.

The charter established

a National Review Board
and an Office for Child and

Youth Protection to ensure

bishops comply with the

policy decisions spelled out

in the charter and the legally

binding "Essential Norms"
accompanying it.

But most of the charter

and norms were directed at

dioceses themselves, with spe-

cific policies and procedures all

dioceses were mandated to

implement. Last summer and

fall, the youth protection office

sent independent auditors to

every diocese and eparchy —
Eastern-rite diocese — to as-

sess their compliance with

those mandates.

A detailed national

See AUDIT, page 7

Id zm NOIiOHllOO ON

Breaking ground

More room for Holy Angels

Priest assignments

New vicars forane, others

I
PAGE 4

I
PAGES

Perspectives

Columns, Letters to the

Editor

I
PAGES 10-11



2 The Catholic News & Herald January 2, 2004

In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

FAR OUT: SMALL VILLAGE CHURCH ENDURES IN ALASKAN

BUSH COUNTRY

CNS PHOTO 6v Kelly DuFort, Catholic Anchor

Marita Gardiner and Holy Cross Father LeRoy Clementich stand outside the small

St. Peter the Fisherman Church in the Alaskan fishing village of Clark's Point.

Gardiner meets the priest at the gravel airstrip in her four-wheel all-terrain vehicle

when he visits about twice a month from Anchorage.

Heat being added to church

in Alaskan village
CLARK'S POINT, Alaska (CNS)

— Although Clark's Point in southwest

Alaska has no priest, the Yup'ik fishing

village of 65 residents does have a

church.

But with no heat or electricity, St.

Peter the Fisherman Church has been

used only during the summer for about

the last 12 years. About eight months

out of the year, parishioners worship in

living rooms or at the town's only

school.

But the 15 or so parishioners in

Clark's Point plan to winterize the

church with help fi-om members of pa-

rishioner Ann Martin's home-town par-

ish. Church of the Assumption in

Franklin, La.

The small church is a simple rectan-

gular shape; it has a sloping roof, a rusty

gas stove in the corner and the austerity

of a one-room schoolhouse.

The church, buUt in the early 1950s

with donated building supplies and help

fi-om villagers, sits on stUts to protect it

fi-om flooding.

"There was so much love, so

much faith, so much fellowship. With
every nail that was pounded, every

(piece of) wood that was cut — it was

community," said Domingo Floresta,

who as a young man helped his father

build the church.

"The church looks kind of lovely

sitting out there on the flats," Holy Cross

Father LeRoy Clementich said after a

recent visit to the village.

He is the latest in a long line of

"supply priests" who have ministered to

Clark's Point Catholics for almost 60

years.

Based 350 miles away in Anchor-

age, Father Clementich flies to the vil-

lage twice a month in the summer. He
comes less often in the winter when bad

weather can often prevent fl)^ng and the

short daylight sharply restricts the time

available for landing and taking off fi-om

the village's unlighted, gravel landing

strip.

Parishioner Marita Gardiner picks

up F'ather Clementich on her four-

wheeler, an all-terrain vehicle used ex-

tensively in the Alaskan bush.

While there aren't as many people to

fill the town or the pews these days, St.

Peter the Fisherman Church "has a

name and a history; it's important to

them," Father Clementich said.

Martin is eager to worship in the

church year-round and to find solace

within its walls. "When things are down,

you need a place to go and just know
someone is listening," she said.

Bishops' official decries paneFs OK
on emergency contraception

WASHINGTON (CNS)— A Dec.

16 recommendation to the Food and

Drug Administration to make emer-

gency contraception available without

a doctor's prescription was described

as a "reckless experiment" by a spokes-

woman for the U.S. bishops.

"A drug which destroys human
embryos and puts women at greater

risk of ectopic pregnancy does not be-

long on the shelves of a drugstore,"

said Cathy Ruse, director of planning

and information for the pro-life

secretariat at the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops.

The Nonprescription Drug? Advi-

sory Committee and the Advisory Com-
mittee for Reproductive Health Drugs

voted 23-4 in favor of a proposal to allow

the "Plan B" emergency contraception to

be sold over the counter.

The final decision rests with the

FDA, which is expected to act in Febru-

ary. The FDA will also decide if custom-

Diocesan,
planner

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome
Church, Hendrix and Highlands

Rds., sponsors the Oratory ofDivine

Love Prayer Group in the parish

house the second and fourth Thurs-

days of each month at 1 p.m. or 7

p.m. Please call (336) 372-8846 for

specific time.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — A Service bf Les-

sons and Carols wUl be present on

the Epiphany, Jan. 4, at 7 p.m. at St.

Vincent de Paul Church, 6828 Old

Reid Rd. A reception will follow in

the Activity Center. For more infor-

mation, call the church at (704)

554-1622.

CHARLOTTE — Jmt Second Fri-

days is a luncheon speaker series pn

social justice topics that meets the

second Friday of each month, 1-2

p.m. in the Annex Building of St.

Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St.

Parking is available in the under-

ground garage next to the church.

John Carr. will discuss "Faithful

Citizenship: A Catholic Call to So-

cial Responsibility" Jan. 9. For de-

tails call (704) 370-3£25.

ers should request the pills fi-om phar-

macists or if the pills would simply be

located on drugstore shelves.

Approved on a prescription-only

'

basis in 1999, the petition to make Plan
;

B more widely available was filed by';

Women's Capital Corporation, Plan B's

,

distributor, a move Ruse described as

being "about a drug
,

company that

wants to sell more drugs to women."

She also noted the pills, which use a

form of the synthetic hormone progestin

called levonorgestrel to block ovulation

and fertilization of the egg, are being

"marketed and advertised as a contra-

ceptive," but they can work before and

after conception and women "deserve to

know what is being marketed to them."

Ruse^said making this drug avail-

able without a prescription poses seri-

ous health risks to women because the

drug is associated with an increased

risk of ectopic pregnancy, a potentially

fatal complication.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew
Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy., will host a Christian Coffee-

house Jan. 10 at 7:30 p.m. Single and

married adults are invited for an

evening of contemporary Christian

music, food and fellowship. For more
information, call Kathy Bartlett at

(704) 400-2213.

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel

Church, 3016 Providence Rd., is

sponsoring a program to welcome

back inactive Catholics and/or thosei

who have left the Church but are in-

terested in returning to the practice o\

the Catholic faith. The Catholics Re-

turning Home series will meet Jan. 1 1-

Feb. 15, 3:30-5 p.m. For more infor-

mation, call Sue Johnson at (704'

333-8028.

CHARLOTTE— The 50+ Club ofSt

John Neumann Church, 8451 Idlewilc

Rd., meets the second Wednesday o

each month at 11 a.m. with a pro

gram and lunch in the parish center

For more information, call Lucilh

Kroboth at (704) 537-2189.

CHARLOTTE— The Cancer Suppor

Group for survivors, family anc

friends meets the first Tuesday o

each month at 7 p.m. at St. Matthev

Church, 8015 Ballantyne Common
Pkwy. For more information, cal

Marilyn Borrelli at (704) 542-2283.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican clears way for

canonization of Itaiian motiier

wlio died to save baby girl
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — An

Italian mother who dechned medical
treatment that might have saved her
life but caused the death of the child

she was carrying probably will be can-

onized in 2004.

The miracle needed for the canoni-

zation of Blessed Gianna Beretta
Molla was recognized formally Dec.

20 during a Vatican ceremony pre-

Isided over by Pope John Paul II.

Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins,
prefect of the Congregation for Saints'

Causes, said Blessed Molla, a pediatri-

cian, "lived her marriage and her ma-
ternity with joy, generosity and abso-

lute fidelity to her mission."

"During her fourth pregnancy, she
freely decided to sacrifice her life to

save the baby that she carried in her

SREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — Ladies Ancient
Order of Hibernians, Guilford County,
Division I, an Irish Catholic social,

:ultural and charitable inter-parish

group will meet Jan. 8 at 7:30 p.m. in

the Kloster Center of St. Pius X
Church, N. Elm St. and Cornwallis
Or. All Catholic women of Irish birth

)r descent are welcome. RSVP to
Elaine McHale, President, (336) 292-
1118 to attend meeting.

3REENSBORO — The Adult Faith
Formation ministry of St. Pius X
Church, 2210 N. Elm St., will present
"A Tale ofFaith and Medicine" idjx. 29
It 7 p.m. A physician will share his

ourney of faith that led him to truly

5ive the gift of life to a young woman,
^or more information, call the church
)fFice at (336) 272-4681.

<ICKORY VICARIATE

ilCKORY — A Grief Support Group
neets the second and fourth V^ednes-
lay of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the
)arlor of St. Aloysius Church, 921
kcond St. NE. For more information,

all the church office at (828) 327-
!S41.

ALISBURY VICARIATE

SALISBURY — Sacred Heart
::hurch, 128 N. Fulton St., celebrates

Charismatic and Healing Mass the
Irst Sunday of each month at 4 p.m.
'rayer and worship with prayer
eams will be available at 3 p.m., and
potluck dinner will follow the Mass.
''ather John Putnam, pastor, will be
he celebrant. For further informa-
ion, call Bill Owens at (704) 639-
'837.

400RESVILLE — Seniors ages 55
jnd up are invited to St. Therese
phurch, 217 Brawley School Rd., the
:cond Saturday of each month fol-

wing the 5:30 Mass for Senior
^ames Night, featuring games and a
otluck dinner. Call Barbara Daigler

womb," he said.

Near the second month of her
pregnancy, she was diagnosed with a

uterine tumor. Knowing the risk to her
own life, she refused medical treatment
that would have threatened the life of
the baby. She died in 1962, a week
after giving birth to a girl.

The miracle recognized by the
Vatican also involved a pregnancy at

risk. In 2000, in the third month of her
fourth pregnancy, Elisabete Arcolino
Comparini, a Brazilian, learned the
baby she was carrying would die be-

cause the amniotic sac had broken; she
and her husband prayed for the inter-

cession of Blessed Molla and the fetus'

heart continued beating.

The following May, the woman
gave birth to a healthy baby girl.

at (704) 662-9752 for details.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE — The Catholic

Women's Circle of St. John's Catholic

Community meets the second Mon-
day of each month at 7 p.m. in the
church hall. For more information,
call the church office at (828) 456-
6707.

FRANKLIN— The Women's Guild
of St. Francis of Assisi Church, 299
Maple St., meets the second Mon-
day of each month at 7 p.m. in the
Family Life Center. The meetings
feature guest speakers and special

events periodically. For more infor-

mation, call Claire Barnable at

(828) 369-1565.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Heal-
ing Companions is a grief support
group for the bereaved that meets
the first and third Thursdays of the
month in conference room B at St.

Leo the Great Church, 335
Springdale Ave. For further details,

call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-
9478.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Fra-
ternity of St. Clare invites anyone
interested in learning about the
Secular Franciscan Order, the
Third Order founded by St.

Francis of Assisi, and the
Franciscan way of life to an orien-

tation meeting Jan. 13, 6:00-
7:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Fatima
Chapel, 211 W. Third Street. For
more information, contact Joanne
Jacovec at (336) 765-8892 or
sfojmj@aol.com.

Please submit notices of parish

events for tfie Diocesan Planner at

least 15 days prior to the event date

in writing to Karen A. Evans at

l(aevans@ charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382.

Pope says his work has only one
aim: proclaiming Christ s Gospel

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
John Paul II said his 25 years of service

as pope and the daily efforts of everyone
who works in the Vatican have only one
aim: "To proclaim the Gospel of Christ

for the salvation of the world."

Meeting with cardinals and Vatican

officials Dec. 22 to offer his Christmas
greetings, the pope said love for Christ

and for humanity was the motivation for

the trips he made, the documents he
wrote, the meetings he held and the cer-

emonies he celebrated in 2003.

During the audience, the pope also

prayed for the gift ofpeace for the world.

To be witnesses for peace and to

educate for peace are urgent "in these our
days when risks and threats to peaceful

human coexistence still darken the hori-

zon," the pope said.

The pope said Catholics today must
have the same optimism Blessed Pope
John XXIII showed 40 years ago in his

encyclical, "Peace on Earth."

"Peace remains possible today and,

if it is possible, it is an obligation," Pope

John Paul said.

Europe, he said, needs saints and
models of holiness and the beatifications

and canonizations he celebrated during
the year offered Europe great examples,

including Mother Teresa of Calcutta,

who was born of Albanian parents.

The pope said Blessed Mother
Teresa was an "icon of the good Samari-
tan who became for all, believers and
nonbelievers, a messenger of love and
peace."

The 83-year-old pope told the cardi-

nals and Vatican officials, "With the

passing of the years, I become ever more
deeply aware of this: Jesus asks us to be
his witnesses, concerned only with his

glory and the good of souls."
,

The pope said that was why in April

he issued his encyclical letter on the Eu-
charist; it was why he traveled to Spain,

Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and
Slovakia and why he tried "to intensify

ecumenical contacts" with representa-

tives of the Orthodox churches and the

Anglican Communion.

Iraqi Christmas

CMS PHOTO FROM Reuters

U.S. soldiers join Iraqi children in enjoying their presents at an orphanage operated
by the Missionaries of Charity in Baghdad Dec. 19. The 18th f^ilitary Police Brigade
with help from the sisters organized the Christmas party for youngsters from the
center and the surrounding neighborhood. The orphanage opened following the
Persian Gulf War In 1991.

THIS MONTH IN -1997
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS
Then-Bishop William G. Curlin and other dignitaries gathered to celebrate the Diocese of Charlotte's

25th anniversary and Bishop Emeritus Michael J. Begley's 25th anniversary of his episcopal ordina-

tion at St. Matthew Church Jan. 1 2, 1 997. More than 500 people attended the jubilee Mass.
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BREAKING GROUND

More room for Holy Angels
Facility breaks ground for fifth group home

BELMONT — The N.C. Division

of Facility Services has approved Holy

Angels' Certificate of Need to build a

fifth Intermediate Care Facility for the

Mentally Retarded (ICF/MR) group

home on the main campus in Belmont.

The official groundbreaking for

the new 15-bed facility was held Dec.

18. The Certificate of Need (CON) for

22 beds also will allow Holy Angels to

add an additional seven beds to the

current eight-bed Belhaven ICF/MR
group home, located on the Holy An-

gels campus.

Residents who currently live in the

Holy Angels Specialized Residential

Community Center, or Main Center,

will move into the new group home.

"I am pleased about the deci-

sion," said Regina Moody, Holy An-
gels' president and CEO. "I know it

means a great deal to the families

and friends of those residents who
will now be able to continue making
their home at Holy Angels."

Holy Angels, founded in 1956 by

the Sisters of Mercy, is a private, non-

profit corporation that provides resi-

dential services and innovative pro-

grams for children and adults with

varying degrees of mental retardation

and physical disabilities, some of

whom are medically fragile.

Programs include the Holy Angels

Residential Center, four Community
Group Homes, four ICF/MR group

homes. Little Angels Child Develop-

ment Center, Great Adventures, Camp
Hope and Cherubs Cafe & Candy Bou-

quets in downtown Belmont.

Supporters of the group home
asked the state to once again allow

construction near the Main Center so

those residents who have severe and

profound mental retardation, physical

disabilities and who have complex

medical conditions, can be near medi-

cal and healthcare resources.

The four existing ICF/MR group

homes are located on the main campus.

The residents who live in them benefit

from their proximity to the Fisher

Health Care Center and other programs

and services offered in the Main Center.

"This groundbreaking .is truly a

wonderful event for Holy Angels,"

said Moody. "Our commitment to

provide programs and services for

children and adults with mental re-

tardation and physical disabilities is

strong."

"We are ready to take this next

step in our history, which began

when a young mother brought her

infant daughter to the Sisters of

Mercy for their help," she said. "The

children's families, our staff, volun-

teers, donors and the community at-

large have shown great support for

this home and project through their

letters of support (over 100) submit-

ted with the CON application.

The new home will include bed-

rooms, a kitchen, dining room and living

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We have been very pleased with the readers' response to our ad in

Tlie Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number

ofpublications and none has produced the interest and response we've received

from Tlte Catholic News & Herald."

— Jill B. Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angels

CALL TODAY for low rates to tell over 125, 000 readers

every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332
GVTHQLIC

NEW^'/^RALD

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., Cliarlotie

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

"Nothing Could Be Finer'

Lowest
Prices

Members ofSt. Gabriel

room and space for recreation, therapy

and day programs. It is projected the

new construction wUl cost an estimated

$3.5 million. Funding sources will in-

clude grants and private donors.

The current plan is to complete the

seven-bed addition to Belhaven by

early spring 2005. Construction for the

new home should be completed in time

to kick-off Holy Angels' 50th anniver-

sary celebration in December 2005.

During the groundbreaking cer-

emonies Dec. 18, Maria, Holy An-
gels' first resident, celebrated her

48th birthday.

Sisters of Mercy

award grants
BELMONT — Sisters of Mercy of

North Carolina Foundation announced

Dec. 15 grants totaling $757,567 to 28 non-

profit organizations in 13 N.C. counties.

The funds wdll be used for a variety

of purposes, including children's services,

education, food distribution, immigration

assistance, job training, literacy skills,'

elderly services and social services.

The organizations include:

Alzheimer's Assocation, Western Caro-

lina Chapter, AshevQle; Burke County

Literacy Council, Morganton; Central

Avenue BQingual Preschool, Charlotte;

Christian Love Ministries, Murphy;
Highland Family Resource Center,

Gastonia; and Meals on Wheels of

Rowan, Salisbury.

For more irrformation, call (704) 366-

0087 orgo online at zvww.soniTicfdri.org.

Playing Christmas

Courtesy Photo

Third-graders at St. Ann School in Charlotte perform the school Christmas play

each year. This year's cast included (pictured) Gabriel Thamm, Susan Park,

Meredith Ferraris, Ashley Francis and Jonathan Nguyen as angels; Kaitlyn Sommer

as Mary; Tyler Ross as Joseph; and Donavan Perkins as the eagle.

J igave a Legacy Tkrougk

an Endowment

when you estahlish an endowment with the

diocesan foundation, you...

Enakle Perpetual Stipport. Every year, your "legacy"

flows witli financial aid to tke ministry you ckoose.

Ensiu-e a Strong Future. AUovv a parish, sckool, agency

or tke diocese to look akead and plan witk confidence.

Enact a Lasting Legacy. Provide your loved ones witk

a continuing reminder of your values - your faitk and

tke mission of tke ckurck.

oltha

Roonn Catholic Dloc««e ol Ctuitotte

For mora m/crination conlaci Cma Rhodes, Director of PlannaJ Gii'iiig, 701-370-332Q, or Jim Kellcy, Director

of ncvclopmcni, 704-370-3301, 1123 S. Ckurck Street. Charlotte, NC 2S203. gmrlioJcsQl cltarlottcJiocesc.org

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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Three new deacons in

Diocese of Charlotte

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Rev. Mr. Timothy Reid, Rev. Mr. Robert Conway, Bishop Peter J. Jugis, Rev. Mr. John

Starczewsl<i and Father Christopher Roux stand at the end of the diaconate ordination

Mass at St. Vincent de Paul Church in Charlotte Dec. 21.

The bishop lays his hands on their

heads and asks the Holy Spirit to de-

scend upon the candidates. The candi-

dates are then vested with the dalmatic

and stole and kneel before the bishop,

who places in their hands the Book of

Gospels. As deacons, they assist during

the rest of the Mass.

Deacons may preach, assist priests

at the altar during the Liturgy of the

Eucharist; officiate at weddings, bap-
tisms and funerals; and administer
blessings during certain liturgical rites.

"I've been waiting for this day," said

Rev. Mr. Starczewski during the recep-

tion afterward. "It's a wonderful gift

from God."

Rev. Mr. Starczewski, a native of

Utica, N.Y., worked for several years in

manufacturing research and develop-

ment in western North Carolina before

preparing for the priesthood at Blessed

Pope John XXIII National Seminary in

Weston, Mass.

"It feels wonderful. It's hard to ex-

press in words," said Rev. Mr. Conway,
a native of Moorestown, N.J.

DEACONS, from page 1

"Our diocese is especially blessed at

Christmas with the ordinations ofTimo-
thy, Robert and John to the transitional

diaconate," said Father John AUen, dioc-

esan vocations director.

"They bring unique gifts and very

generous hearts to the service of God's

people," he said. "I'm sure their diverse

gifts and professional backgrounds will

equip them to be very effective priests."

The road to. the priesthood is

marked by a series of milestones: lector,

acolyte, candidacy, transitional deacon,

priestly ordination.

During the rite of ordination of a

deacon, the bishop calls the candidates

forth to make promises of celibacy and
vows of obedience. The candidates lie

prostrate on the floor while those in

attendance — including the bishop,

the priests concelebrating and deacons
serving — kneel and pray the litany

of the saints.

Create a winning event

1551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC
(828) 327-7441 or toM-fiee at

(888) 536-7441

info@catholicconference.org

www.cathoiicconference.org

Having your meeting
or conference at the
center makes you a
winner every time!

We can help you turn an ordinary

conference, meeting retreat, or banquet

into a special event! You plan the event,

we'llprovide the environment!

^NThe Catholic
v-i r— Conference^ I Center

Widowed in 1988, Rev. Mr.
Conway worked as a corporate accoun-

tant in New Jersey before entering the

seminary. He prepared for the priest-

hood at Mount St. Mary's Seminary in

Emmitsburg, Md. and at Blessed Pope
John XXIII National Seminary.

"It's very humbling," said Rev.

Mr. Reid, a native of Martinsville,

Ind., who is concluding his studies at

Immaculate Conception Seminary in

Huntington, NY.
Rev. Mr. Reid was employed in

the Office of Migration and Refugee
Services of the United States Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops in Washing-
ton, D.C. prior to his acceptance as a

seminarian for the Diocese of Char-
lotte.

The three men will return to their

seminaries this month to complete
their final semesters. They are all ea-

ger to return as priests to the Diocese

of Charlotte.

"With God's grace, I will continue

to the priesthood ... be a parish priest

and serve the people of the Diocese of

Charlotte," said Rev. Mr. Conway.
"I would like to do what all good

clergy are called to do — to bring the

compassion of Christ to all people,"

said Rev. Mr. Starczewski.

"I just want to serve the people of

this diocese," said Rev. Mr. Reid, "to

live out God's will for my life by serv-

ing to the best of my abilities."

Bishop Jugis expressed his hope

Photo ev Kevin E. Murray

Newly ordained Rev. Mr. Timothy Reid

offers the blood of Jesus at the

transitional diaconate Mass Dec. 21.

C
C
G

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolmafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

that God would bring the good work
started in the deacons to a conclusion

with their ordination to the priest-

hood. Bishop Jugis plans to ordain the

three men to the priesthood in June
2004.

"As Bishop Jugis said, we await

their priestly service to this diocese in

June," said Father Allen.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese. org.

WANT TO GO?
The priestly ordination of Rev. Messrs.

Timothy Reid, Robert Conway and

John Starczewski will be held at

Our Lady of the Assumption Church

in Charlotte at 11 a.m., June 5.

PRIEST

ASSIGNMENTS
His excellency, Most Rev. Peter J.

Jugis, wishes to announce thefollowing

appointments:

VICARS FORANE
Albemarle

Right Rev. Patrick Shelton, OSB

Asheville

Very Rev. Wilbur N. Thomas

Boone

Very Rev. John Schneider

Charlotte

Rev. Msgr. Richard Bellow

Gastonia

Very Rev. Eric Houseknecht

Greensboro

Very Rev. Francis O'Rourke

Hickory

Very Rev. Kenneth Whittington

Salisbury

Very Rev. John T. Putnam, JV

Smoky Mountain

Very Rev. George Kloster

Winston-Salem

Very Rev. Michael Buttner

OTHER

Judicial Vicar

Very Rev. John T. Putnam

Vicar General

Rev. Msgr Mauricio W. West

^'^^'^ Rev. Msgr Mauricio W. West
Vicar General, Chancellor

Moti-Fri 9:30ara-5:.^0pni

Sat. 9:30am-3:00pin

Carolina
Catholic
Bookshoppe

t Special Cards

t Religious Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) 334-3313

4410-F Moiiroe Road, Charlotte, NC
www.carolinacatholicbooks.coin

We welcome ynail orders aitd special orders'.
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Just Second Fridays coming

to Charlotte

JUSTICE, from page 1

exploration, reflection and discussion

on a variety of social justice issues

and concerns," said Joseph Purello,

Office of Justice and Peace director.

Participation will hopefully lead

to a greater advocacy on behalf of

justice for those who lack justice, and

new or renewed direct action and in-

tervention in the lives of those who
are marginalized and threatened in

society, said Purello.

"If a practice of being regularly

engaged in matters of social justice is

established, one will hopefully be bet-

ter able to receive the grace of know-

ing God's presence in one's own life,"

said Purello.

The program's concept was inspired

by Jesuit Father Fred Krammer's "Do-

ing Faithjustice," a book that discusses

the intimate connection between justice

and faith as developed in the Judeo-

Christian tradition.

Father Krammer states "the

single word ('faithjustice') forged of

the two concepts undercuts those who
would elevate one concept over the

other, render one instrumental to -the

other, separate the two, or otherwise

downplay the importance of one,"

said Purello.

Purello said Just Second Fridays

is designed to facilitate the attendance

of people of all ages.

"The Office of Justice and Peace

has observed the demographic group

most often missing at justice and

peace events held during evenings

and weekends is young adults in their

20s, 30s and 40s who often have non-

business hour demands on their time

associated with raising and nurtur-

ing pre-school and school age chil-

dren," he said.

But attendance at holy day and

regular noon Masses at St. Peter

Church demonstrates there is a large

Catholic presence in downtown Char-

lotte during the business day who are

interested in enriching its spiritual

life.

"Since the primary target audi-

ence for these presentations is the

downtown working community of

Charlotte, we will be recruiting

speakers who can address topics re-

lated to business ethics, labor issues

and economic justice," said Purello. "A

variety of other social justice topics

will also be offered."

On Jan. 9 at 1 p.m., Carr will dis-

cuss "Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic

Call to Political Responsibility."

Carr, who has been involved with

Catholic social ministry for 25 years,

assists the bishops in sharing and ap-

plying Catholic social teaching, advo-

cating on the moral dimensions of key

domestic and international issues and

building the Catholic community's

capacity to act on its social mission.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.

John Carr

JUST SECOND FRIDAYS
Here is a list ofthe upcoming Just Second

Friday topics and speakers.

Jan. 9, 1 p.m.

"Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call to Po-

litical Responsibility"

John Carr, secretary of the U.S. Catholic

Conference Department of Social Devel-

opment and World Peace .

Feb. 13, 1 p.m.

"Shareholder vs. Stakeholder Value"

Dr. Terry Armstrong, director of Arrupe Pro-

gram in Social Ethics for Business and

Woodstock Business Conference,

Woodstock Theological Center at

Georgetown University, Washington, D.C.

March 12, 1 p.m.

"Pope John Paul ll's Gospel of Life: Reflec-

tions on the Consistent Ethics of Life"

Jesuit Father Joseph Koterski, professor of

Philosophy at Fordham University, N.Y.C.;

Maggi Nadol, director of Respect Life Of-

fice, Catholic Social Services, Diocese of

Charlotte

April 9, 11 a.m. (special time)

"Reflections on Death in a Civilized Soci-

ety: Death Penalty in America"

James Cooney III of Womble, Carlyle,

Sandridge & Rice in Charlotte

May 14, 1 p.m.

"How Can Business Ensure All Have a

'Place at the Table'— Reflections on Pov-

erty and Opportunity in Today's Economy"

Joan Rosenhauer, special projects coor-

dinator of the USCCB in Washington, D.C.

Speakers for June 11, July 9, Aug. 11, Sept.

10, Oct. 8, Nov. 12 and Dec. 10 will be an-

nounced in May 2004.

WANT TO GO?
Just Second Fridays will be held the

second Friday of each month in the

Annex Building behind St. Peter

Church, 507 Tryon Street in Charlotte

(in the lower level Atrium Room with

entry from The Green). All events run

1-2 p.m. except Good Friday, April 9,

which will be 11 a.m.-12p.m.

Limited free parking is available in

the garage under The Green next to

St. Peter Church.

Bring your own lunch to the pro-

grams. Cold drinks are provided.

Arabics Coffee House and Mr. Hero,

located in the Annex Building food

court, offer 10 percent discounts to

those attending Just Second Fridays.

For more information, go online at

www.cssnc.org/justicepeace.

Crafting Christmas

Courtesy Photo

Students, teachers and parents at Our Lady of Mercy School in Winston-Salem

created floats for their Christmas pageant. Pictured: (standing, from left) second-

graders Jessica Kleean, Jack Ronan and Sophie D'Agostino; (sitting, from left)

Phillip Polselli, Emily Atkins and Brian Mahan.

Do You Need Healing?
rourdes i

^'>?^ ^ope in Prayer!The Lourdes
Healing Rosary

This stunning sacramental

is perfect for use in your private

devotions... or as a great gift

for someone special.

• Heart-shaped beads

with blue pearl finish.

• Centerpiece medal contains

healing waters firom the

Lourdes Grotto in France.

• Finely etched silver-

tone crucifix.

• Blessed by the Discalced

Carmelite Friars.

If you or someone you care about needs healing, be it

physical, emotional, or spiritual, take comfort in the healing

power of prayer. Please join the Discalced CarmeUtes in

our devotions for Health and Healing.

We will remember your special intentions in two

Novenas of Masses for Health and Healing beginning

January 23, our special Mass for Healing on January 27. and our Feast Day Masses

honoring Our Lady of Lourdes on February 1 1 at Holy Hill and in Lourdes, France.

You mqy request the Lourdes Rosary

withyourgift of$12 or more in support of

Discalced Carmelite ministries.

Please include my intentions in your Health and Healing devotions beginning January 23.

I am enclosing a gift of $ in support of Discalced Carmelite mmistries.

My gift is $12 or more. Please send me

.

Blessed Lourdes Healing Rosary(ies).

Please note.- the suggested offering is $12for each Rosary requested. You must

check box to receive item.

My Intentions

Name

Address

City

Phone

„State

Email

Zip

We're pleased to acceptyour offering in theform ofcash, check, or money order.

Please makeyour check or money order payable to the Discalced Carmelite Friars.

Pleasefill out thisform completely and mail to-.
|||{

Discalced Carmelite Friars • c/o Health and Healing Devotions

1525 Carmel Road • Hubertus, WI 53033-9407 • (262) 628-1838
^^^.^.iznww
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Charlotte Diocese commended
for charter compliance

AUDIT, from page 1

report on those compliance audits is

to be published Jan. 6.

Auditors commended the Diocese of

Charlotte for early proactive initiatives

to ensure the protection of children and

youths under its pastoral care, including

the establishment of an advisory board.

The diocese was also commended for the

Comprehensive Safe Environment Pro-

gram, which includes training programs
and background investigations for vol-

unteers, teachers, employees, clergy and
contractors who have contact with chil-

dren.

The auditors also recommended
the diocesan policy for reporting allega-

tions of sexual abuse of a minor by
clergy be clarified and made more

readily available.

In compliance with the "Policy ofthe

Diocese of Charlotte Concerning Minis-

try-Related Sexual Misconduct by
Church Personnel," a review board, the

majority of whom are laypersons and
not employees of the diocese, was ap-

pointed. The policy calls for the board to

include at least one priest, a civil lawyer

(not the diocesan attorney), an indi-

vidual having particular expertise in the

detection and treatment of the sexual

abuse of minors and Catholic and non-
Catholic laypersons.

In addition, an investigator compe-
tent in sexual misconduct investigative

procedures and techniques has also been

appointed.

More than 6,800 employees and
volunteers have attended one of the 165

"Protecting God's Children" workshops
held throughout the Diocese ofCharlotte

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

DIOCESAN CAMPUS MINISTRY/Adjunct
Catholic Chaplain: For Davidson College.
Graduate theology training required. Send re-

sume, three reference letters, cover letter to:

Mary Wright, Director of Campus Ministry,
112S South Church Street, Charlotte, NC
28203-+003 by January 9.

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION: Ex-
perienced with master's in theology, religious

education or related field. Send resume and
statement of your vision of faith formation to:

Faith Formation Search Committee, St. Paul
the Apostle Catholic Church, 2715 Horse Pen
Creek Road, Greensboro, NC ST'tlO; fax
(3S6)29-1'-61*9; email jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION: Holy
Redeemer Catholic Community in the Outer
Banks of North Carolina is seeking an energetic,

motivated, spiritual individual to be part of a

collaborative pastoral team. Responsibilities

will include working to enhance existing adult

formation opportunities, including the develop-
ment of small Christian communities; and
working toward whole community catechesis.

Candidate should be a practicing Catholic, with
a combination of training and/or experience in

adult formation. Send resume to: Holy Re-

deemer Catholic Parish, P.O. Box 510, Kitty

Hawk, NC 27949, Attn: Faith Formation
Search Committee, or email
herrityt@raldioc.org.

YOUTH MINISTER: Experienced with degree
or certification in youth ministry, theology or
related field: Send resume and statement of your
vision of youth ministry to: Youth Ministry
Search Committee, St. Paul the Apostle
Church, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Road, Greens-
boro, NC 27410; fax (336)294-6149; email
jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org.

FOR SALE

FSBO - BRICK EXECUTIVE HOME: 2758
Sq Ft., 4 BR, 3 full BR, bonus room, many
upgrades inside and out. 30 minutes to uptown
Charlotte, NOT using Interstate. Asking
$295,000. 5205 Featherstone Ct., Gastonia.
704-824-9099 Nights.

FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE: Crown Point Office Building.

2101 Sardis Road North, Charlotte. 450 square
feet. $550 per month. Call Paul Johansen 704-
375-1918.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($1 2 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication
•

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to cl<feericl<@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

consolidate

High-interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

low Interest

& Interest-only

Programs

(Central ([^c^uiti^ yi^ort^a^e

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE~

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

lYPICAL COMPARISON:
Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

No Payment
until

February 20041

No
Out-of -Pocket

Closing Costs

help you realize your home ownership dreams this holiday season.

*Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

'inierest rate shown is Prime (4%), minus 1/4%, based on 80% or less LTV. Subject to underwriting conditions.

since June 2002. The workshops train

participants in the awareness and pre-

vention of child abuse. The program also

includes an online continuing educa-

tional component.

"Our diocese will continue to comply
fully with all requirements of law and
the charter promulgated by the United

States Catholic Conference of Bishops,

and we will respond without delay

whenever there is an allegation of sexual

abuse," said Bishop Jugis.

Here is an overview of what the

charter and norms require all dioceses

and eparchies to do in order to respond

effectively to allegations of clergy sexual

abuse and to prevent such abuse from
now on.

For healing and reconciliation of
victims, they must:

— reach out to victims and their

families with "a sincere commitment to

their spiritual and emotional well-be-

ing." This outreach is to include "provi-

sion of counseling, spiritual assistance,

support groups and other social services

agreed upon" by the victim and diocese.— "not enter into confidentiality

agreements" unless the victim requests it

"for grave and substantial reasons."— "have mechanisms in place to

respond promptly to any allegation

where there is reason to believe that

sexual abuse of a minor has occurred."

To guarantee an effective response

to all allegations, dioceses must:

— "report an allegation of sexual

abuse of a person who is a minor to the

public authorities."

— "cooperate with public authori-

ties about reporting in cases when the

person is no longer a minor."— "advise victims of their right to

make a report to public authorities" and
support this right.

To protect children in the future,

dioceses must:

— "establish 'safe environment' pro-

grams," educating "children, youth, par-

ents, ministers, educators and others

about ways to make and maintain a safe

environment for children."

— "employ adequate screening and
evaluative techniques" on the fitness of

candidates for ordination.

— "evaluate the background" of or-

dination candidates and all diocesan and
parish personnel who have regular con-

tact with minors, utilizing "the resources

of law enforcement and other commu-
nity agencies."

The most detailed requirements of

the charter and norms concern the way
the bishop deals with an accused cleric.

Upon receipt of. an allegation, the

charter mandates a prompt, objective

preliminary investigation, in accord

with church laws protecting rights of the

accuser and the accused, to determine if

there is sufficient evidence to merit fur-

ther steps.

If the allegation is judged not cred-

ible or is proven unfounded — every

step possible is to be taken to restore the

good name of the accused cleric.

If after the preliminary investiga-

tion the allegation is judged credible:

— The bishop "will both notify the

(Vatican) Congregation for the Doctrine

of the Faith and ... relieve the alleged

offender promptly of his ministerial du-

ties."

— The alleged offender "may be re-

quested to seek, or urged voluntarily to

comply with, an appropriate medical

and psychological evaluation, so long as

this does not interfere with the investiga-

tion by civil authorities."

— If the time of prescription — the

statute of limitations for prosecuting a

crime or applying a penalty — has al-

ready passed, the bishop "shall apply to

the Congregation for the Doctrine of the

Faith for a dispensation from the pre-

scription."

— An offending cleric may be la-

icized at his own request, by a request of

a bishop to the doctrinal congregation,

or after a church trial and conviction.

— An offender "wUl be offered pro-

fessional assistance for his own healing

and weU-being, as well as for the purpose

of prevention."

The charter also mandates in each

diocese and eparchy:

— "Clear and weU-publicized dioc-

esan/eparchial standards of ministerial

behavior and appropriate boundaries"
for clergy and other personnel who are

in positions of trust with children and
youths.

Jerry Filteau of Catholic News Ser-

vice contributed to this story.

Mary's Qardevi
Catholic ^

Books andGlFTS
3816 South New Hope Rd

( New Hope Small Busdness Center - Suite # 27 )

Gastonia, NC 28056
5 Miles South of 1-85 Exit 30

704-823-7244
866-823-7244

Toll Free

GIFTS for ALL OCCASIONS

OPEN
1^1 j

Tuesday thru Saturday
10 AM to 6 PM

DONT PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!

!

You could be singing too after more than
125,000 readers see YOUR company's

tA ad liere!

LOW ad rates - ea^for small businesses and
individuals, too!

.^j^^
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Call (704) 370-3332 now! NEVVS-^-^lERALD
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Faith, fantasy, friendship

of Tolliien and Lewis
REVIEWED BY ANNE LeVEQUE

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

With the opening of the third and

final installment of the movie version of

J.R.R. Tolkien's masterwork, "The Lord

of the Rings," interest in Tolkien's life

and work is at an all-time high.

A few years ago two polls in the

United Kingdom asked people to name

the greatest book of the 20th century.

When the first poll, in 1997, showed that

'The Lord of the Rings" was the over-

whelming choice, the results were

greeted with disbelief Surely James

Joyce's "Ulysses" or some other equally

incomprehensible tome must be the

greatest! So the poU was done over, and

again Tolkien came out on top. A similar

poU conducted by Amazon.com on this

side of the Atlantic in 1999 proclaimed it

the greatest book of the millennium.

Whether greatness can be deter-

mined by popular poll is debatable,

but it is clear that Tolkien has touched

something in the hearts of the reading

public, and now in the moviegoing

public as well.

In "The Gospel According to

Tolkien," Ralph C. Wood, who has writ-

ten about Christianity and authors

Flannery O'Connor, Walker Percy,

John Updike and Peter De Vries, offers a

thorough treatment of the underlying

theology of Middle-Earth. Unfortu-

nately, Wood relies heavily on Tolkien's

'The Silmarillion" for much of his expo-

sition.

"The Simarillion" has been called

"the least-read best seller of all time." It is

background mythology of Middle-
Earth, and was probably not intended

for publication (it was published posthu-

mously). It is also agonizingly boring

for all but the most dedicated lovers of

Middle-Earth. That's not to say that

Wood's book is boring— he does a fine

job of demonstrating the Christian un-

derpinnings of 'The Lord of the Rings,"

and in a readable fashion— but I would

say that this is definitely for the most

dedicated Tolkien fans.

"J.R.R. Tolkien: Myth, Morality &
Religion" by Richard PurtiU was origi-

nally published nearly 20 years ago. It is

republished by Ignatius Press with a new
introduction which references the movies.

This book has stood the test of time

— it is engaging and informative. I felt

like I was rereading the trilogy with a

very knowledgeable fi-iend. PurtUl looks

at the mythological framework of

Middle-Earth in the same way that we
would look at the mythology of any

culture, including our own, and talks

about what myth is and the different

kinds of myth. He gives examples from

the books and discusses them with a

narrative fluency that is remarkable.

Tolkien fans are aware of his

friendship with fellow writer and Ox-
ford don C.S. Lewis, author of the

Narnia stories and many books about

Christianity. They, and a handful of

other Oxonians, met regularly over

the years to discuss their writing, and

were known as the Inklings. Tolkien

was instrumental in Lewis' conversion

to Christianity. Lewis went on to be-

come a great apologist for Christian-

ity. The two friends were estranged for

a time but reconciled in later life.

Most of the material in Colin

Duriez's book, "Tolkien and C.S. Lewis"

can be found in other primary or second-

ary sources. Duriez claims to be the first

to write a kind ofjoint biography, show-

ing how the lives of these two great men
intertwined. Duriez's contribution to the

Tolkien/Lewis canon is one of cumula-

tion and synthesis. He offers a very read-

able result.

"C.S. Lewis and the Catholic

Church" is Joseph Pearce's speculation

on the question of whether Lewis might

have become Catholic had he lived

longer than his 64 years. Pearce is well-

versed in Lewis and Tolkien— he wrote

the new introduction to PurtUl's book,

above, and in 1998 published the biog-

raphy "Tolkien: Man and Myth" — but

there is so much diatribe in this book

that it is difficult to take seriously that

which isn't diatribe.

Lewis was raised in Protestant Ul-

ster and absorbed the anti-Catholic big-

otry of that culture unquestioningly.

Tolkien was a devout Catholic. Their

estrangement in the 1950s was over

Lewis' marriage to a divorced woman.

In his autobiography, Lewis details how
he joined the Church of England when
he converted to Christianity from athe-

ism. It is clear from his own words that

bigotry is one thing that kept him from

becoming a Catholic. There were other

reasons, though, mostly doctrinal and

certainly not trivial.

Pearce selectively conjures up all the

modernist outrages he sees in the

Church of England since Lewis' death,

and declares that Lewis would never

have stayed in such a church. Pearce

rails against Anglicanism and the

Church of England to such an extent

that his treatment of the central question

can hardly be said to have a shred of

objectivity.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JAN. 1 1, 2003

Jan. 1

1

, The Baptism of

the Lord

Cycle C Readings:

1) Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7

Psalm 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10

2) Acts 10:34-38

3) Gospel: Luke 3:15-16,21-22

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Mike has enjoyed watching his son

Brian's confidence and leadership flower

during his senior year ofhigh school. How
could a parent not be gratified seeing his

son direct a 200-member marching band

through a season of football half-time per-

formances, concerts and competitions?

Mike was proud that Brian was both

attractive and sensitive, that he was espe-

cially attentive to the others in the band

who were younger and less popular while

still holding the esteem of the core group

who appreciated his diligence, selflessness

and enthusiasm. But Mike positively

beamed as he told about a moment when
Brian crossed over fi^om talented boy to

mature man.

One day the band director, his emo-

tions fi-ayed by grief over the recent death

ofhis mother, also was feeling unsuccessflil

in his efforts at his job. He tearfUly admit-

ted to Brian, "I'm lost." Recovering quickly

fi-om his initial surprise, the student gentiy,

deftly became the teacher, explaining to his

older friend that he was the reason Brian

had become interested in playing music.

He reminded him that the band's success

in competition wasn't as important as'

what the students gained in discipline,

friendship and the basic joy of making

music together.

Brian's father was pleased with his

son's wisdom, pleased with his concern for

a friend and pleased with his being a

source ofstrength for someone who needed

it. But mostly Mike was pleased to see the

first manifestation of the man his son wdU

be. There was no longer any doubt where

Brian's heart is and whether he vvtU act

according to that. What a moment for a

father.

In the Gospel story of Jesus' baptism,

this is exactiy what we witness as Jesus

came up out of the water. By choosing, in

his humanity, to be baptized, he signified

his willingness to cross over and accept the

purpose for which he had been bom— to

be a light for the nations, open the eyes of

the blind and release the imprisoned.

His Father was moved to say, 'Tou

are my beloved Son; with you I am well

pleased." This is how God reacts, as well,

when we submit to the call of our own
baptism and recommit ourselves to Jesus

mission — our mission — to establish

justice on earth.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 4- JANUARY 10

Sunday (Epiphany of the Lord), Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6, Matthew 2:1-1 2; Monday (St.

John Newmann), 1 John 3:22—4:6, Matthew 4:1 2-1 7, 23-25; Tuesday (Blessed Andre Bessette),

1 John 4:7-10, Mark 6:34-44; Wednesday (St. Raymond Penafort), 1 John 4:11-18, Mark 6:45-52;

Thursday, 1 John 4:19-5:4, Luke 4:14-22; Friday, 1 John 5:5-13, Luke 5:12-16; Saturday, 1 John

5:14-21 , John 3:22-30

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 11- JANUARY 17

Sunday (The Baptism of the Lord), Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7, Acts 10:34-38, Luke 3:15-16, 21-22; Mon-

day, 1 Samuel 1 :1 -8, Mark 1 :14-20; Tuesday (St. Hilary), 1 Samuel 1 :9-20, Mark 1 :21 -28; Wednes-

day, 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20, Mark 1:29-39; Thursday, 1 Samuel 4:1-11, Mark 1:40-45; Friday, 1

Samuel 8:4-7, 10-22, Mark2:'1-12; Saturday, 1 Samuel 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1, Mark 2:13-17

1 5% off with this coupon The

Now
at2 great

locations!

Catholic
Company

Fine Catholic Books and Gifts

South Charlotte^^^^^^^^
The Catholic Company Outlet Store The Catholic Company - Lake Norman

228 Zimmer Rd

Fort Mill, SC 29715

803-396-5399 ext. 240

Mon-Fri: 10am - 5pm
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1-485 to Hwy 521 (Johnston Rd).
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crossing the state line, turn left at the
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In Johnsbury Square - next to Rosetti's

177 to Exit 28 Catawba Ave.

Go west for Vi mile.

The store is on the North side of street.

LakeNorman.CatholicCompany.com
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'Cold Mountain' is

lultewarm epic
BY DAVID DiCERTO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK— Star-crossed lovers

torn apart by war struggle to reunite in

the handsomely carpentered but emo-

tionally unsatisfying Civil War romance

"Cold Mountain" (Miramax). In the film,

based on Charles Frazier's 1997 novel,

director Anthony MingheUa chooses an

epic historical canvas on which to paint

an intimate story about one man's jour-

ney through hell and the woman whose

love guides him back home.

Set in 1861, in Cold Mountain, a

rustic hamlet in the North Carolina Blue

Ridge range, tlie film stars Jude Law as

Inman, a reserved young carpenter, and

Nicole Pvidman as Ada, a refined southern

belle fi-om Charleston. On the eve of war,

Ada rides into town with her preacher

father (Donald Sutherland). From the

first glimpse of her porcelain skin, Inman

finds Ada entrancing. Their antebellum

amour takes root awkwardly, but is

pruned before blossoming by the war
fever sweeping through the South.

Caught by the undertow of their

Dixie delirium, Inman soon marches

off to war, buoyed by one life-altering

kiss from Ada. Yet hope of a speedy

return is dashed along with his inno-

cence in Virginia during the siege of

Petersburg, where he experiences the

. horrors of war firsthand.

Sustaining an injury, he is trans-

ported to a makeshift triage hospital

where he receives a letter fi-om Ada im-

ploring him to return to her. Exorcised

of his idealism, Inman decides to escape,

fully aware of the dangerous conse-

quences of desertion, embarking on an

American version of "The Odyssey" as

he hoofs his way across the war-torn

landscape back to Cold Mountain.

Along the way, he endures trials and

tribulations, including arrest and con-

finement in a chain gang, and encounters

a confederacy of characters, among them
a fornicating minister (Philip Seymour
Hoffrnan) and a distraught war widow
(Natalie Portman) whom he saves fi-om

a gang rape. Inman and the film take an

excursion into backwoods bad taste, cul-

minating in a raunchy orgy scene in-

volving Hoffman's character with a

coven of corn-liquored hUlbiUies.

Meanwhile, back on the farm, Ada is

lefl to fend for herself after her father's

death. Though highly educated, her

book smarts serve as a poor substitute

for basic survival skills and have left her

ill-equipped for the back-breaking labor

involved in working the land. With her

farm in disrepair, Ada is saved from

starvation when a concerned neighbor

sends help her way in the person of

Ruby Thewes (Renee Zellweger), whose

pistol personality injects a much needed

shot of energy into Ada's side of the

narrative equation.

Under Ruby's can-do tutelage, the

wilting lily blooms into a formidable Cold

Mountain lioness — a change that paral-

lels Inman's own personal transforma-

tion. Ray Winstone plays Teague, the

thuggish leader of a vigilante Home
Guard formed to ferret out deserters, and

whose unwelcome advances on Ada set in

motion the film's melancholy ending.

Though rapturously shot by John

Seale with exquisite production design

by Dante Ferretti — with Romania
standing in for North Carolina— "Cold

Mountain" falls short of a being a wholly

satisfying film. Despite fine acting and a

Homeric fi-amework, the episodic nature

of the narrative and the tenuousness of

the central love affair leave viewers less

than totally engaged emotionally.

And though it presents a haunt-

ingly poetic picture of the Civil War-era
South, "Gone With the Wind" is in little

danger of being eclipsed as its greatest

saga, though comparisons are inevitable.

Law imbues Inman with a convincing

blend of grizzled resolve and shell-

shock. Kidman, at times too diaphanous,

takes a back seat to Zellweger's scene-

stealing performance.

Far more effective is the movie's

treatment of war. The massive Peters-

burg sequence is one of the most sober-

ing depictions of warfare ever filmed. It

is disturbingly realistic in its raw images

of carnage yet impressionistic, as waves

of gray and blue crash against each

other knee-deep in mud turned crimson

with blood— a ballet of brutality played

under a burnt sienna sky.

It brings to mind scenes of the

damned from Dante's "Inferno," illus-

trating that war is truly heU. The ugli-

ness of the sequence stands in stark con-

trast to the romanticized violence often

OvrHOiic
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'Mona Lisa' has nothing

to smile about

CNS PHOTO FROM Columbia Pictures

Julia Roberts stars In "Mona Lisa Smile, a 1953 drama about a free-spirited

teaclier locking horns with rigid faculty at a conservative all-girls college while

empowering her students to free themselves from the future yoke of domesticity.

The film's misguided strain of feminism promotes a view of marriage and

motherhood as slave-state stumbling blocks to self-fulfillment. An antagonistic

attitude toward traditional morality, an implied sexual encounter, as well as

minimal crude language and profanity The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting

classification is 0 — morally offensive. The Motion Picture Association of

America rating is PG-13 — parents are strongly cautioned. Some material may

be inappropriate for children under 13.

peddled by Hollywood.

Yet apart from that scene, the war

serves mainly as a backdrop, a looming

shadow, against which the characters'

stories play out. Rather than lingering

on the battlefield, MingheUa signals a

retreat in order to explore the loss and

inhumanity war engenders in the lives of

noncombatants, and to meditate on the

rending ripple effects it has on the fabric

of life behind the front lines.

More conspicuous is the film's

skirting of the issues and politics that

drove a country to go to war with itself

— though some vague references are

made about "the rich man's slaves."

Inman's comment that he was "sent off

with a flag and a lie" is treated with

similar ambiguity.

Sadly, "Cold Mountain" is only luke-

warm.
Due to recurring graphic battlefield

and associated violence, several explicit

sexual situations with partial nudity, an

attempted rape, as well as some crude

language and humor, the USCCB Office

for Film & Broadcasting classification is

L— limited adult audience, films whose

problematic content many adults would

find troubling. The Motion Picture Asso-

ciation of America rating is R. — re-

stricted.

DiCerto is on t/ie staff"of t/ie Officefor

Film & Broadcasting oftJie U.S. Conference

ofCatJiolK Bishops.
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A ministry of

presence in Iraq
It is hard to get people's attention at

luncheon meetings. Usually they are

more interested in talking to the person

next to them or signaling the waiter for

another cup of coffee.

But a young Army officer recently

reduced a well-fed crowd ofWashington

"swells" to silence when he got up to

speak at the downtown Washington,

D.C., chapter of the Serra Club. (Serrans

are Catholic lay men and women who
promote vocations to the priesthood and

religious life by prayer and witness.)

Father Michael Heninger got our

attention by telling his story. He is a

chaplain in the U.S. Army, just returned

-from Iraq.

Father Heninger is one of a small

cadre of Catholic priests who serve in the

U.S. military. Of the 1,200 chaplains in

the Army, only 100 are Catholic priests,

while 25 percent of the Army's enlisted

personnel are Catholics and nearly one-

third of the officer corps. In all, there are

fewer than 900 Catholic chaplains serv-

ing 1.4 million Catholics in uniform.

Father Heninger found his vocation

in the military. Just out ofhigh school, he

joined the Air Force as an enlisted man
and served 12 years.

Like many soldiers, he stopped go-

ing to Mass and fell away from the faith.

But gradually he sensed he was being

called to another duty. God called to him

to service.

After leaving the military and going

to college, he answered God's call to duty,

this time as a priest. He was ordained in

2002 and immediately released by his

diocese to serve in the Army.

An Army chaplain has a "ministry

Parish

Diary

FATHER
PETER J. DALY
CNS Columnist

of presence," says Father Heninger. He
supports the living, comforts the dying

and honors the dead. There is no short-

age of work.

He is one of only two priests for a

whole Army division (10,000 to 15,000

soldiers). His flock is spread out all over

central Iraq. His parish is young, many
just a few months out of high school.

They are away fi"om home for the first

time— lonely, tired and afraid.

They also must face the big spiritual

questions of life and death in a way most

people never confront. Not only do they

see their fi-iends die, but at times they are

asked to kill. It is a situation made for

spiritual anguish.

In such a situation people are look-

ing for faith. They want the sacraments.

They want to know that they are not

forgotten by God or by their church.

The chaplain is an important presence.

Father Heninger represents something

of home, faith and family, not just to

Catholics but to all faiths.

At times he has five Masses in a day.

After Mass he opens the religious "gift

shop" on the hood ofhis Humvee, setting

out Bibles, rosaries, medals and prayer

Pope says migration can

contribute to peace
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Editor's Note: Due to an early pub-

lishing schedule, we are unable to print

the pope's general audience this week.

VATICAN CITY — Although of-

ten a cause offear and tension, migration

can contribute to building peace if new-

comers are welcomed as brothers and

sisters, Pope John Paul II said.

"If the dream of a peaceful world is

shared by many and if the contribution

of migrants and refugees is valued, hu-

manity can become increasingly the

family of all and our Earth (can become)

a real common home," the pope said.

The pope focused on the connection

between migration and peace in his mes-

sage for the 2004 celebrations of the

World Day for Migrants and Refugees,

marked by Catholics on different days in

different countries. In the United States,

National Migration Week is Jan. 4^10.

Pope John Paul said the news shows

the problems caused "by war and vio-

lence, terrorism and oppression, dis-

crimination and injustice."

Peacemaking requires serious ef-

forts to provide every person on the

planet with the conditions needed for a

dignified life and a hope-filled future, the

pope said.

A commitment must be made to

"safeguarding the right to not emigrate,

that is, to live in peace and dignity in

one's own homeland," he said.

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

Assisted by the international com-
munity, local governments must ensure

their citizens freedom of expression and

movement as well as food, health, work,

housing and education — necessities

which, when lacking, make people feel

they are forced to emigrate, he said.

The earth and its resources belong to

all people, he said, and while governments

have a right to regulate migration, people

have the right to seek safety and a digni-

fied life for themselves abroad.

While people may fear the impact

immigrants will have on their country

and economy, overcoming the fear and

welcoming newcomers is a contribution

to peace all are called to make, he said.

Treating others with the respect

they are due and being willing to hear

their stories and learn about their cul-

tures is the first step in a dialogue that

will create harmony, he said.

When peoples ofdifferent races, reli-

gions and cultures live side by side and

work or study together, the pope said,

they have an opportunity to discover

"values common to every culture ca-

pable of uniting rather than dividing."

cards sent by folks back home.

There are a lot of conversions. One
young man he baptized proudly showed

off his "dog tags" on which he had

scratched out the line where it said "no

religion" and etched in "Cathofic."

Sometimes his work is to try to re-

mind the soldiers of their own call to

compassion as Christians. He organized

soldiers to visit the orphanages in

Baghdad run by the Missionaries of

Charity (Mother Teresa's order).

It is transforming for a tough "war-

rior" in a kevlar vest to pick up a little

handicapped baby and start singing a

lullaby. Pretty soon the toughness of

combat falls away to tenderness.

Father Heninger brought a crowd

of talkers to silence and reminded us of

the need for the ministry ofpresence.

Letters to

the Editor
«

Story reveals

abortion lies

Karen Evans' "Scars and lies— One
woman's journey from abortion to heal-

ing" (Dec. 12, 2003) was the best article

I've read so far about the true traumas of

abortion and how it affects the life of a

woman over the years.

What the article points out are the real

truths about abortion and how this par-

ticular woman over a long time was able to

find hope and healing. Thank you for your

candidness about Planned Parenthood.

Your article is also a tribute to and

expresses the need for an understanding

Christian doctor and Cathofic Church.

Your article offers many positive

images and the necessity for positive

responses. Most of all you have ad-

vanced the truth about abortion so it

will, as you quoted Constance Russo,

"change society's view of abortion." This

is needed so badly— everyone needs to

hear this.

This day you have made God's

smile bigger.

— Randal Romie
Greensboro

Infant loss healing

available
After reading article "Scars and lies

— One woman's journey from abortion

to healing," we felt called to respond with

information regarding the experience of

pregnancy and infant loss though mis-

carriage, stillbirth or newborn death.

The death of a baby before or after

birth is a difficult and often lonely expe-

rience. Few may understand the love

and longing parents feel for children

known only briefly or maybe never held

or seen. The resulting uncomfortable

and sometimes insensitive responses of

others may leave parents feeling as if

they are not allowed to grieve, and there-

fore their sadness should not be ex-

pressed or shared.

Feeling unsupported in their grief

and with few resources, many struggle

privately and are uncertain as to what

may be helpful in their healing.

Particularly troublesome is the

strain that can arise in a marriage after

such losses because of the differences in

how men and women grieve.

One of the most difficult aspects of

the emotional aftermath of pregnancy or

infant loss can be the sense your spouse

does not understand, appreciate or share

the depth of your grief Often parents

will feel disconnected from each other.

It is important for those grieving the

loss of baby to know help is available.

St. Matthew Church in Charlotte

and St. Mark Church in Huntersville

both offer information, support and un-

derstanding through Elizabeth Minis-

try to those who have lost a baby to

miscarriage, stillbirth or newborn death.

Elizabeth Ministry allows parents

to share their stories of loss and pain

through one-to-one peer support with

others who know the sadness of preg-

nancy or infant loss firsthand.

"Thank you for allowing us to share

this information with your readers.

— Tracy Webb, Elizabeth Minis-

try coordinator, St. Matthew Church

(704) 543-4780
— Sandy Buck, Elizabeth Minis-

try coordinator, St. Mark Church

(704) 948-4587
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Through the years
My folks met in a Brooklyn park 60

years ago. My dad was playing softball.

My mother was with friends. On that

sunny afternoon, they struck up a con-

versation. They began to date and de-

cided to marry. But those plans were

postponed by the Second >Ai^orld War.

Separated for most of four years, they

nonetheless maintained the only lifeline

open to people in love back then. They
wrote letters.

Happily, those letters survive today

and tell a story oflong distance love. Not

an easy love to maintain, but one they

nurtured regardless. Ending the war as a

Marine captain, my dad came home and

they finally married. He became a New
York City police officer and detective. She

kept busy with the three of us youngsters.

I gather that life was happy, but also a

struggle, especially when he decided to go

to law school. Through child rearing and

tight money, through the move to subur-

bia and the loss ofloved ones, they kept on

living out their love.

Now here's the most recent chapter.

Mom underwent what should have been

fairly routine surgery. Dad was with

her, just planning to sit by her side and

do his crossword puzzles. Before his

eyes, he saw my mother collapse. Doc-

tors and nurses came quickly, thank

God. In the middle oftheir efforts to save

her life, I called the hospital room. Imag-
ine my surprise when a nurse asked who

Q. I don't know where I heard this, but

somewhere we were told that all angels are

mm. Is that right? (Louisiana)
"

A. According to Catholic tradition,

and generally for all Christians, angels

are believed to be pure spirits. They are

creatures of God, intelligent and capable

of moral decisions and actions but have

no material or physical make-up, there-

fore no bodies, and therefore no sexual

identity. In themselves, they are neither

male nor female.

Perhaps you are asking about some-
thing else. When angels appear to hu-

man beings, in the Bible for example, in

what form are they seen? Obviously,

they would need some physical appear-

ance to be seen by human eyes. What do
they look like?

In earlier Hebrew stories angels

rarely appear. God deals with human
beings, Adam and Moses for example,

face-to-face, as it were, with no angels in

between.

Later on, as the Jewish awareness of

God's transcendence, or holiness, devel-

oped, angels appear in the Old Testa-

ment more and more often as intermedi-

aries between God and humans. By New
Testament times they became more evi-

dent and are mentioned often in the Gos-
pels and other Christian writings after

Jesus. In fact the voice of the Father is

heard rarely in the New Testament,

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

I was. "I'm her son," I replied. My dad

then came to the phone and told me:

"Your mother has collapsed. Come
quickly."

I have no recollection ofthe road that

day. By the time I arrived, the doctors

had brought her back to a modest stabil-

ity] But we counted our blessings prema-

turely. As they moved her to cardiac care,

she went back into seizure. A second code

red was sounded. Again, that team of

experts did what never ceases to amaze.

But this time they had one problem they

hadn't counted on. It was my dad. After

her first attack, my mom had weakly told

my father, "Please don't leave me." Well,

he took her at her word. No doctors or

nurses were going to move him. He
parked himself within inches ofmy mom
and stood watch as the doctors did their

best. And their best was incredible. They
brought her back a second time, got her

stable and, in time, sent her home. My
father's tenacious loyalty continues. He is

while angels have a significant role in

important events, such as the annuncia-

tion and the resurrection.

When angels do appear to humein

beings it is nearly always in human
form, and always when a sex is indicated

it is masculine. You can refer to Genesis

18:2, in which three men, obviously an-

gels of God, receive Abraham's hospital-

ity; Joshua 5:13, Ezekiel 9:2, and
Zecharia 1:8 are just a few examples in

pre-Christian Scriptures.

Instances in the New Testament in-

clude Luke 24:4 at the tomb after the

resurrection and Acts 1:10 at the ascen-

sion of Jesus.

Otherwise, even when gender is not

mentioned explicitly, other circum-

stances seem to point toward males —
mascufine forms of names; functions for

her primary caregiver. He's positioned a

couch next to her bed so that he can be

there in the night. The nurses and thera-

pists they have know they need to work

with the person who guards her with

tenderness: her partner, her oldest friend.

Her husband. •

Recently, after tending to her from

dawn, Dad fell asleep at the dining room
table. So we let him sleep. I mentioned to

my mom that Dad was obviously tired.

She nodded and then said something

that will always stay with me. "You
know, Jim, we've been through so much
in a lifetime together. The war. The chil-

dren. The tough years. The loss of our

parents and brothers and sisters. But

after 56 years of marriage I can honestly

say, I've never felt closer to your dad

than I do now. He has been so caring, so

patient, so good."

Tom Brokaw has written a wonder-

fijl book about the generation who fought

and won the Second World War. He
rightly names them The Greatest Gen-

eration. They accomplished amazing
things. But I think their greatest feats

continue to be fived today. In the faithfiJ-

ness they share. In the devoted care they

offer. In fiving out promises made so long

ago, our folks teach us so much. In their

lives, we are so richly blessed.

My dad was a courageous Marine, a

dedicated police officer. He was a terrific

lawyer and teacher. But, for me, the

greatness of his caring at home is a

quality that matches or surpasses what

we do in our public lives. Loving for the

long distance, now that's something to

be proud of!

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

which a woman would not serve in an-

cient culture, such as the angel Raphael

guiding Tobit's journey to find a wife,

and so on.

The canonical Scriptures assign

names to three angels, all ofwhom serve

in what would usually be seen as mascu-

line roles: Gabriel, who interprets vi-

sions in the Book ofDaniel and of course

plays a central role in the birth stories of

Jesus and John the Baptist; Raphael; and

Michael, who is a "great prince" (Daniel

12:1), and leader of the host of angels in

the book of Revelation (12:7).

Someone once said that in the Bible

angels are always male, young and

good-looking. That would be difficult to

prove, but it may help explain why,

nearly without exception, the angels

were treated with such deference, gra-

ciousness and esteem by the biblical

characters and authors.

A free brochure answering questions

Catholics ask about receiving the Eu^/iarist is

available by sending a stamped, self-ad-

dressed envelope to Fatlier John Dietzen,

Box 325, Peona, IL 61651.

Questions may be sent to Father Dietzen

at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

Beware of

Queen Bee

Our Turn

THERESE J.

BORCHARD
CNS Columnist

"Do unto others as you would have

them do unto you" is absent in today's

classrooms and offices, and is wreaking

havoc among women from 10 to 40 years

old, stealing the self-esteem and self<x)nfi-

dence they brought to work and school.

The buUy is back, but he isn't taU, fat

and round-fisted. She is a skinny, popular

girl who won the reign ofQueen Bee. And
whatever she says goes.

This is not new, ofcourse. I still recall

the damage ofmy junior high years when
kids befriended me, the acne-faced loser,

to get to my popular twin sister. I remem-
ber being the last one picked at gym
because I was uncoordinated. And I can

still name the "character defects" my so-

called friends listed in a letter of"construc-

tive criticism" they sent to me.

There were better years to come:

nicer fi-iends and clearer skin. But the

buUy came back in my first job, which is

so often the case. I was back to junior

high for a year when Queen Bee decided I

wasn't suited for the clique, mocking me
in staff meetings and posting photos of

the party to which I wasn't invited.

The damage to my self-esteem in my
young adult years was more severe

because I thought I was over this stuff

Sticks and stones may break your

bones, but words can hurt, too. And liiafs

why girls' aggression can be so hurtful.

"Girls very much value intimacy,

which makes them excellent friends and

terrible enemies," says Marian
Underwood, professor of psychology at

the University of Texas in Margaret

Talbot's "Mean Girls and the Movement
to Tame Them" story in The New York

Times Magazine. 'They share so much
information when they are friends that

they never run out of ammunition if they

turn on one another."

Only in the last decade have psy-

chologists paid attention to the nasti-

ness of girls, conceding although they are

less likely to engage in physical fights,

girls emerge from their own confronta-

tions — in the form of vicious rumors,

venomous e-mails, backstabbing behav-

ior — with as many (maybe more)

bruises as their male counterparts.

And the pain hasn't abated with the

national headlines, cover stories and

Oprah episodes devoted to the topic. Ev-

eryone has to chip in for Queen Bee and

her cohorts to ease off No one is immune
from the meanness epidemic affecting

young girls today.

Everyone has a part in teaching and

living by the golden rule today so

that youths and adults are able to learn

and work instead of defending them-

selves against the long-term effects of a

popularity contest.

Are angels always male?



12 The Catholic News & Herald

PARISH PROFILE
January 2, 2004

Our Lady of the Annunciation Church is

spiritual home for Albemarle Catholics
ALBEMARLE — The dedica-

tion of Our Lady of the Annuncia-

tion Church took place in 1934 with

nine Catholic families composing
the congregation. However, the first

Catholic residents in the area ar-

rived back in 1887, when the Ewing
family -relocated to Albemarle from
Richmond, Va.

Visiting priests sporadically cel-

ebrated Mass in the area, or families

traveled by train to Salisbury for

Sunday services. That changed in

1934, when Father James Cowan,
originally from New York, worked to

establish a church in the South. Fa-

ther Cowan celebrated Mass in the

living room of the rectory until a gift

from Our Lady of the Annunciation

Church in New York made construc-

tion of a church building in Albemarle

possible.

The new structure was dedicated

on Sept. 4, 1934.

By the mid-1940s, 35 families

made up the parish community, and

the textile industry began to yield an

even larger Catholic population in the

area. A rectory was built in 1941, and

Our Lady of the Annunciation
Church began to experience its first

significant growth. By the time of the

parish's 25th anniversary in 1959,

some 75 families called the Albemarle

church their spiritual home.

Sustained needs for additional

space marked the following years.

The congregation saw a parish hall

constructed in 1966 to provide room
for their religious education classes

and social events. Father (now Msgr.)

Anthony Kovacic, a native of Bijelsko,

Yugoslavia, presided as parish ad-

ministrator at the time — Father

Cowan had passed away that year —
and became pastor in January 1969.

After the 1967 dedication of the

Photo bv George Cobb

Our Lady of the Annunciation Church in Albemarle was dedicated on Sept. 4, 1934

for the nine Catholic families comprising the congregation. Today, the church has

around 330 registered families.

hall. Father Kovacic turned atten-

tions to building a new church, as the

parish community grew to more than

100 families by decade's end. A siz-

able donation from the estate of Fa-

ther Cowan and his mother led to the

construction of a new facility, and on

July 31, 1971, Bishop Vincent Waters
of Raleigh said the first Mass at the

new, 380-seat Our Lady of the An-
nunciation Church. Msgr. Michael J.

Now Your Parents Can I>ivc At Home! i

IVe Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homccarc.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers arc thoroughly screened.

704 549 4010

E-mai\ us at Jill.Stewart@ VisitingAngels.com

Begley, soon to become the Diocese of

Charlotte's founding bishop,

preached the homily at the

celebratory Mass.

Several diocesan priests have

served the parish since Father
Kovacic was appointed pastor to a

Charlotte parish in 1973. During this

time, the parish enhanced its partici-

pation in a number of community and

ecclesial projects, such as Meals on

Wheels, campus ministry, charis-

matic prayer and youth ministry.

On March 25, 1984, the parish of

Our Lady of the Annunciation
Church gathered to celebrate its

Golden Jubilee Liturgy. Fathers
Kovacic, Joseph Kelleher and Carl T.

DelGiudice — all pastors of the

Albemarle church at various times —
joined Bishop Begley in celebrating

the Mass for more than 200 families

who were then registered at the

parish.

In May 1990, Bishop Begley

dedicated a newly built Family Life

OUR LADY OF THE ANNUNCIATION

416 N. Second Street

Albemarle, N.C. 28001

(704) 982-2910

Vicariate: Albemarle

Pastor: Father Lawrence Helney

Number of families: 330

Father Lawrence Heiney

Center to mark the continued physi-

cal expansion in the parish. Spiritual

growth has also continued as many
parishioners remain active in a host

of ministries and community efforts,

such as a program for the elderly

called OASIS, Knights of Columbus,
pregnancy crisis outreach and a

morning prayer group.

The church also expanded be-

yond parish boundaries with the es-

tablishment of a mission, Our Lady of

the Americas in Biscoe in 1989. In

1999, Father Lawrence Heiney be-

came pastor of Our Lady of the An-
nunciation Church.

To celebrate Lent last year, the

parish held a unique Parish Stations

of the Cross on March 21. Fifteen

parish groups each wrote and read a

reflection based on a particular Sta-

tion of the Cross. Groups included the

parish choir; Bible study; MOMS
(Ministry of Mothers Sharing),

which includes several non-Catholic

members; and sixth-, seventh- and

eighth-graders involved in faith for-

mation.

The parish population of Our
Lady of the Annunciation Church
now consists of approximately 330

families. The parish is one of the larg-

est in the Albemarle Vicariate, and by

its active stance in church and civic

life, it makes a strong statement of

devotion in the Stanly County town.

Toce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

1401 Patron Ave. 72 Ixing Shoals Road

Asheville, NC Arden, NC
(828) 252-3535 (828) 687-35.30

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheviile's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com
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A GROWING CONCERN

Poverty growing In

United States

X)\oce.^e of Charlotte working to combat

poverty in N.C.

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — If you

live in North Carolina, ciiances

are you know someone living

in poverty.

As many Americans rang

in the New Year, 34.6 million

of them— one out of eight—
are struggling to afford food,

shelter, clothing, chUdcare and

medical care, an increase of 1 .4

million people during the past

year. Currently, 12.1 million

children— one in six— live in

poverty.

"The rtiajority of poor
people in the United States to-

day are working poor people

who struggle to make ends

See POVERTY, page 9

PROTECTING GOD'SCHILDREN

First charter implementation

report issued by US. bishops

AUDITS FIND MOST
DIOCESES NOW COMPLY
WITH BISHOPS' SEX
ABUSE NORMS

BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — By
the end of 2003, the Diocese of

Charlotte was among the

aearly 90 percent of U.S. dio-

ceses in compliance with the

bishops' national policy to pro-

tect children and respond to

lergy sexual abuse of minors,

according to the first national

audit report released Jan. 6.

On most elements, the re-

port said 98 percent to 100

percent of audited dioceses

were judged to be in compli-

ance with the 17-article "Char-

:er for the Protection of Chil-

dren and Young People"

adopted by the U.S. bishops in

June 2002.

There were only two man-
dates on which compliance was

CNS PHOTO BY Nancy Wiechec

Bishop Wilton D. Gregory

responds to questions about

national audit results at a

briefing in Washington Jan. 6.

lower than 98 percent: having

comprehensive safe environ-

ment programs in place

throughout the diocese (9 1 per-

cent), and conducting back-

ground checks on all church

See AUDITS, page 8

SACRAMENTAL LIFE

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Father James Hawker offers the sacrament of reconciliation, one of two sacraments of healing.

In his July 30, 2003 weekly audience, Pope John Paul II said, "I ask that God gives each of us true

penitence and sincere confession of our sins every time we go to the sacrament of penance."

Reconciliation: conversion,

confession and celebration

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

Editor's note: This is thefiJUi story

in a series on the seven sacraments.

CHARLOTTE — "God
really is like the merciful par-

ent (in the Parable of the

Prodigal Son): not out to catch

us in our sin but intent on
reaching out and hanging on

to us in spite of our sin," wrote

Servite Sister Sandra DeGidio

in "The Sacrament of Recon-

ciliation: Celebrating God's

Forgiveness."

"Reconciliation is not just a

matter ofgetting rid of sin," she

said. "The important point is

what God does in, with and

through us."

"If we recognize our own
need for the forgiveness and

mercy of God and turn to him

with a contrite heart, he is

ready to wash away our guilt

and cleanse us fi'om our sins,"

Pope John Paul II said at his

weekly general audience July

30, 2003.

Reconciliation, often

called penance or confession,

is one of two sacraments of

healing, along with the

anointing of the sick. Penance

and confession are just two of

the parts of the sacrament as

See RECONCILIATION, page?
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

RED PLANET 'SPIRIT
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1

CNS PHOTO FROM NASA VIA Reuters

A panoramic view of terrain on the planet Mars is pictured in an image from NASA's

robotic probe, Spirit, Jan. 3. The craft, which was to search for evidence of water

and possible life, landed on its intended target in the Gusev Crater. The successful

deployment of an antenna facilitated transmission of photographs and other data.

Vatican astronomers

thrilled at Spirit probe

landing on Mars
ROME (CNS) - While NASA en-

gineers celebrated the successful

landing of the Spirit on Mars, Vatican

astronomers were also overjoyed at

the robot's safe touchdown Jan. 3.

Only three exploratory probes

have made it successfully onto the red

planet: the Viking 1 and 2, which

both landed in 1976, and the Mars
Pathfinder in 1997. The British-built

Beagle 2 landed on Mars Dec. 25, but

no radio signal had been received to

indicate it survived.

The six-wheeled Spirit robot was

to sniff out signs of life or conditions

that support life.

"Previous orbital studies of Mars'

surface show clearly that there may
have been water on Mars," said U.S.

Jesuit Father George Coyne, director

of the Vatican Observatory. "Now
with the Spirit on the ground, the

probe will dig underneath the

planet's dry surface looking for water

or chemical evidence that there may
have been water," Father Coyne said.

U.S. Jesuit Brother Guy Brother

Consolmagno, an astronomer, plan-

etary scientist and curator of the

Vatican meteorite collection, said

NASA scientists aimed the probe to

land in a large crater that may have

been a lake. The robot, he said, will

look and test for minerals that would

suggest the presence of water, which

is needed for life.

"Such a discovery would open up

all new questions as to is there life

there now or had there been once

upon a time," said Brother

Consolmagno.
In the early stages of the planets

formation, material was exchanged

between Mercury, Venus, Mars and

Earth, said Father Coyne, so it is con-

ceivable that life may have trans-

ported itself in these primordial ex-

changes.

But scientists may discover life on

Mars that has nothing to do with

DNA found on Earth,

"If life had two beginnings, one

here on Earth and one on Mars, then

statistically life could have emerged

millions of times elsewhere beyond

the solar system," said Father Coyne.

When asked what the theological

impact of such a discovery would be,

Brother Consolmagno said any dis-

coveries made by the Spirit should

augment,' not necessarily change,

one's religious beliefs.

"Science and religion teach you

bits and pieces that are true, but as

you learn later on, there is more going

on than just that," Brother

Consolmagno said.

"The challenge for both science

and religion is to put the details into a

broader picture, a deeper understand-

ing of who we are and why we're

here," he said.

NJ. enacts much- criticized law

allowing stem- cell research
WASHINGTON (CNS) — New

Jersey Gov. James McGreevey signed

into law Jan. 4 a bill the U.S. bishops'

spokeswoman on pro-life issues said "is

designed to encourage government-

sanctioned 'human fetus farms.'"

The bill allows scientific research us-

ing stem cells fi-om human embryos to

continue in the state and authorizes a

system by which people may donate un-

used human embryos for research.

It does not provide state fijnds for

stem-cell research or legalize practices

that previously were prohibited. It

criminalizes what it defines as human
cloning while permitting other types of

embryonic stem-cell research.

But critics including the N.J.

Catholic Conference oppose the law,

saying it will allow cloned human em-

bryos to develop through the late fetal

stages as long as they are used for

research purposes.

"We are deeply distressed that a

Diocesan,
-planner

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA— St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors

the Oratory of Divi?ie Love Prayer Group in

the parish house the second and fourth

Thursdays of each month at 1 p.m. or 7

p.m. Please call (336) 37:2-8846 for spe-

cific time.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church,

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will

host a Christian Coffeehouse ian. 10 at 7:30

p.m. Single and married adults are in-

vited for an evening of contemporary
Christian music, food and fellowship. For

more information, call Kathy Bartlett at

(704) 400-2213.

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd., is sponsoring a

program to welcome back inactive Catho-

lics and/or those who have left the

Church but are interested in returning to

the practice of the Catholic faith. The
Catholics Returning Home series will meet

Sundays, Jan. 1 1-Feb. 15, 3:30-5 p.m.

For more information, call Sue Johnson at

(704) 333-8028.

CHARLOTTE — St, Patrick Cathedral,

1621 Dilworth Rd. East, will host a Pro-

Life Rosary and Benediction Jan. 12 at 7:30

pm. Everyone is invited for a beautiful

night of prayer before the Blessed Sacra-

ment in the cathedral. For details, call

(704) 846-7361.

CHARLOTTE — All women are invited

bare majority of the Legislature has

passed and Gov. McGreevey has signed

the human embryonic stem-cell research

,

bill into law," said the state Catholic

conference's Jan. 5 statement. "We be-

lieve it is more important than ever toJ

stand for the principle that government

must not treat any living human being

as research material, as a mere means for

benefit to others."

"The only way to obtain embryonic

stem cells ... is to kill the living human
embryo," said a more detailed statement

fi-om the conference last fall. "Embryonic

stem cells have not helped a single hu-

man patient, while adult stem cells and

similar ethically acceptable alternatives

have helped hundreds of thousands."

Opponents of the bill within the

New Jersey Legislature argued that the

bill would create a climate of demand

for cloned baby parts and encourage

medical abuse and exploitation of

women and children.

to join Women in the fVord for weekly gath-

erings for prayer, reflection on Sunday

scripture, music and sharing experiences oi

Christ in daily life. The group meets each

Thursday, 9:45-11:46 a.m. in the family

room of St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Provi-

dence Rd. For details, call Linda Flynn al

(704) 366-9889. For childcare reserva-

tions, call Jurga Petrikene at 704) 907-

0205.

CHARLOTTE — The 50+ Club of St. Joht

Neumann Church, 8461 Idlewild Rd., meets

the second Wednesday of each month at 1 ]

a.m. with a program and lunch in the parist

center. For more information, call Lucilk

Kroboth at (704) 537-2189.

CHARLOTTE— Christians in Career Tran-

sition is a ministry of St. Matthew Church

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., devotee

to helping people in career crises. Thf

meetings take place on the first and thirc

Monday of each month 7-9 p.m. in the con

ference room. For more information, cal

Rev. Mr. Jim Hamrlik at (704) 576-0456.

HUNTERSVILLE — Natural Famil
Planning classes are being held the thin

Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. at St

Mark Catholic Church, 14740 Stumptowi

Rd., Room 200. Classes are taught by Dr
Matthew Harrison. All are welcome to at

tend, no registration required. Call (704

948-0231 for directions and more informa

tion.

CHARLOTTE - The Ladies Ancient Order c

Hibernians Division 1 Mecklenburj;

County-St. Brigid, an Irish-Catholic social

and charitable inter-parish group, meet th

third Wednesday of each month at 7:3ii

p.m. at St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Provi
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican says 29 church

workers were killed in

mission lands in 2003
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —

Caught in situations of civil conflict,

surprised during robberies or specifi-

cally targeted for death because of their

work, at least 29 Catholic Church
workers were killed in mission territo-

ries in 2003, the Vatican said.

Fides, the Congregation for the

Evangelization of Peoples' news
agency, published its annual
"mart3Tology" Dec. 30, listing Catholic

clergy, religious and lay people who
were killed while serving the church

and their neighbors.

The most recent victim listed was
Irish Archbishop Michael A. Courtney,

the Vatican ambassador to Burundi
|who died Dec. 29 of gunshot wounds
after the car he was riding in was fired

ience Rd. Anyone interested in their Irish-

Catholic roots, call Jeanmarie Schiller at

I

704) 554-0720 for further information.

CHARLOTTE — Thank God It's Friday
TGIF), a weekly support group for sepa--

rated and divorced women, meets the third

Friday of each month at 7 p.m. in the St.

Matthew Church parish center, 8015
.Ballantjne Pkwy., with a potluck dinner
lA'ith a guest speaker from the community.
[FGIF is a healing ministry sponsored by
patholic Social Services, Charlotte Re-
gional Office and St. Matthew Church. For
lietails, call Trish Wilson at (704) 543-

CHARLOTTE — New Creation Monastery
nvites you to a day of silence and solitude

n the presence of Almighty God. The mon-
istery offers private spiritual retreats for

ay people. Write to Father John Vianney
H[cover at New Creation Monastery, 11517
spreading Oak Ln. Charlotte, NC 28226,
tating why you want to go on retreat arid

/vhen. For more information, call (704)
>41-5026.

5REENSB0R0 VICARIATE

^IGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of
Vlary Church, Johnson St. and Skeet Club
\d., will offer free basic and intermediate
Spanish classes Thursdays, 7-8:30 p.m.
Classes begin Jan. 15 and end Feb. 19. To
•egister, call Nancy Skee at (336) 884-
)622.

5REENSB0R0 — The Adult Faith For-
nation ministry of St. Pius X Church, 2210
Elm St., will present "A Tale ofFaith and

Medicine" Jan. 29 at 7 p.m. A physician will

hare his journey of faith that led him to
ruly give the gift of life to a young woman,
^or more information, call the church office

t (336) 272-4681.

UILFORD COUNTY— The Ancient Or-
kr of Hibernians Guilford County Division,
he oldest and largest order of Irish Catho-
ic men, is looking for more Irish Catholic
nen to join them for meetings, educational
eminars and social events. Contact
Vfichael Slane at (336) 665-9264 for time
md location.

IICKORY VICARIATE

NEWTON — Bishop Peter J. Jugis will

Ittend a prayer service at St. Joseph
Church, 720 W. 13th St., Jan. 25 at 7:30
>.m. to celebrate the Week of Christian Unity.
*idembers of area churches are also invited,

on; it is still unclear if he was a target or

simply caught in a crossfire.

Six of the 29 church workers who
were killed died in Columbia, and an-

other six victims died in Uganda, in-

cluding three boys who were among a

group of students from a minor semi-

nary kidnapped by rebels in May.
Fides listed five victims in the

Democratic Republic ofCongo, two in El

Salvador and one each in Kenya, South

Africa, Equatorial Guinea, Pakistan,

Brazil, Somalia, India and Guatemala.

Most of the church workers killed

in mission territories were natives of

the land where they died.

According to Fides, 25 church
workers were killed in 2002 and 33 in

2001.

and a light reception will follow the ser-

vice. For more information, call the
church office at (828) 464-9207.

HICKORY — A Grief Support Group
meets the second and fourth Wednesday
of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the parlor of
St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second St. NE.
For more information, call the church of-

fice at (828) 327-2341.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE — A Support Groupfor
Parents Who Have Lost a Child of any age
meets the second Monday of each month
at 7 p.m. at St. Therese Church, 217
Brawley School Rd. We draw strength

from others' experience of loss and grief

For more information, call Joy at (704)
664-3992.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

CLEMMONS — Holy Family Church,
4820 Kinnamon Rd., will host a Cursillo

Weekend for Men Feb. 12-15. For more
information contact:
www.charlottecursillo.org

WINSTON-SALEM — Learn Natural
Family Planning taught by the Couple to

Couple League. A four-part series of
classes will begin Feb. 15 at 1:30 p.m. at

St. Leo the Great Church, 335
Springdale Ave. For registration and in-

formation, call Stephanie and Todd
Brown at (336) 766-2909.

CLEMMONS — Holy Family Church,
4820 Kinnamon Rd., offers Eucharistic

Adoration every Thursday. Exposition
begins at 6 p.m. and benediction is at 9
p.m.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing
Companions is a grief support group for

the bereaved which meets the first and
third Thursdays of the month in confer-

ence room B at St. Leo the Great Church,
336 Springdale Ave. For further details,

call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

HAVING AN EVENT?
Please submit notices ofparish events

for the Diocesan Planner at least

15 days prior to the event date in

writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org orfax to

(704) 370-3382.

Vatican says pope received more than

4,000 Christmas e-mail greetings

VATICAN CITY — As of noon
in Rome Dec. 30, Pope John Paul II

had received 4,273 Christmas e-mails

sent to one of his six addresses —
versions of his name in the six official

languages of the Vatican Web site,

said U.S. Sister Judith Zoebelein, di-

rector of the Vatican's Internet office.

Almost half the e-mails —• 2,068

messages — were sent to the English

address: john_paul_ii(^vatican.va.

Spanish e-mailers were in second

place, sending 1,274 messages to:

juan_pablo_ii(^vatican.va.

The address also exists in Italian,

German, French and Portuguese.

Sister Zoebelein, a Franciscan
Sister of the Eucharist, said the ad-

dress was activated Dec. 22 with little

fanfare; a link was provided on the

Christmas page of the Vatican Web
site and removed Jan. 6, the feast of

the Epiphany.

The week's cache of Christmas
greetings is minimal compared to the

approximately 55,000 messages sent

by e-mail to the pope for his 25th
anniversary in October.

"The number of messages was too

massive to print," Sister Zoebelein

said, "so we put them on a CD and
sent them to the Holy Father."

Officials in the various language
sections of the Vatican Secretariat of

State read each message, summariz-
ing the batch for the pope and print-

ing out samples.

The Prefecture of the Papal
Household said Dec. 30 that more
than 2.6 million people saw Pope
John Paul in person in 2003.

The prefecture published a month-
by-month chart showing attendance

at the pope's weekly general audiences,

his liturgical celebrations, audiences

for particular groups and attendance

at the noon recitation of the Angelus
on Sundays and feast days.

The biggest block— by far — in

2003 was October's entry for liturgi-

cal celebrations. With the Mass for

the pope's 25th anniversary, the be-

atification of Blessed Mother Teresa
of Calcutta and the creation of new
cardinals, 388,000 prayed with the

pope that month.

April came in second with an esti-

mated 145,000 people attending pa-

pal liturgies for Palm Sunday, the

triduum and Easter.

What you'll see in the

Florida Keys

ROM Reuters

Diver Spencer Slate dressed in a Santa Claus suit passes the Christ of the Deep
statue in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary Dec. 23. The 9-foot-tall

bronze statue has rested in the waters about four miles off Key Largo since the

mid-1960s.
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Bishops of the South issue third

criminai justice pastorai statement
Catholic leaders question juvenile justice in the South

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

MARTIN, Ky. — The Catholic

Bishops of the South issued a pastoral

statement calling for improved juvenile

justice in the South.

Approved by the 42 bishop-mem-

bers of the Catholic Committee of the

South, including Bishop Peter J. Jugis of

Charlotte, "Suffer the Little Children..." is

the third of six such statements on the

criminal justice process. The document

revisits the November 2000 national

statement by the U.S. bishops, "Respon-

sibility, Rehabilitation, and Restoration:

A Catholic Perspective on Crime and

Criminal Justice."

"We bishops cannot support policies

that treat young offenders as though

they are adults," stated the bishops.

While violent youth should "be re-

moved from society until they are no

longer dangerous," the bishops said soci-

ety "must never respond to children who
have committed crimes as though they

are somehow equal to adults, fully

formed in conscience and fully aware of

their actions. Placing children in adult

jails is a sign of failure, not a solution."

The bishops were "disturbed by the

trend" toward trying children under 18

as adults and placing juveniles in pris-

ons with adults.

"We oppose allowing juvenile in-

mates to be in contact with adult in-

mates— such contacts have devastating

consequences," said the bishops. "We
also oppose efforts to give prosecutors, as

opposed to courts, the authority to de-

cide ifjuveniles should be tried as adults

for serious crimes."

The bishops noted with "grave appre-

hension" the 2000 U.S. Department ofJus-

tice report that more than "100,000 chil-

dren under the age of 18 are held in U.S.

juvenile and adult correctional facilities on

any given day."

Other reports indicate nearly three

quarters of children in jail or prison are

African American or Hispanic. African-

American youth represent 15 percent of

the population, 26 percent of juvenile

arrests, 44 percent of youth who are

detained, 46 percent who are judicially

waived to criminal court and 58 percent

admitted to state prisons.

"We must again stress that dis-

crimination and racism are serious con-

tributors to crime," said the bishops.

"We join those asking our states to study

why there is disproportionate racial

prosecution and confinement of juve-

niles."

The bishops were concerned about

child poverty — in Southern states, one

out of every five children lives in poverty,

according to Children's Defense Fund.

"We have consistently pointed out

that extreme poverty is a serious con-

tributor to crime," said the bishops.

"Fighting poverty, educating children

and supporting families are essential anti-

crime strategies and we call on all people

ofgood wUl to join in these efforts."

In many instances, said the bishops,

CNS PHOTO Bv Jennifer Linoberg, The Criterion

Msgr. Harold Knueven anoints a

teenager during her baptism at the

Indianapolis Juvenile Correctional

Facility in Indianapolis in early August.

The girl said being imprisoned helped

her grow closer to God and embrace the

Catholic faith.

children turn to crime due to "our own
negligence in raising children with a re-

spect for life, providing a nurturing and

loving environment, or addressing seri-

ous mental or emotional illnesses."

"We encourage people to support

programs in the community that engage

young people and build their self-es-

teem," the bishops said.

Children's access to handguns was
another concern.

According to a 2002 Harvard School

of Public Health study, the South had five

states with the highest rate of gun owner-

ship and "children in those states are at

increased risk ofdying from accidental and

intentional firearm injuries."

"We support measures that control

the sale and use of firearms and make
them safer," said the bishops. "We espe-

cially support efforts that prevent the

unsupervised use of firearms by chil-

dren, and we reiterate our call for sen-

sible regulation of handguns. ..."

The bishops believe society must

"address the underlying problems that

in turn attract people to crime — inad-

equate education, family disintegration,

poverty, poor housing and powerless-

ness and greed."

The bishops called upon the U.S.

government to redirect public resources

away from prison construction and to-

ward "better and more effective pro-

grams aimed at crime prevention, reha-

bilitation, education efforts, substance

abuse treatment and ... probation, parole

and reintegration."

'Toung people are our greatest trea-

sure and our hope for the fijture," said

the bishops. "How we treat the children

in our communities today will help

shape the future for all of us tomorrow."

FIGHTING FOR LIFE

Annual march rallies

support for life

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — North Carolina

Catholics wUl join thousands of pro-life ac-

tivists in Washington, D.C. Jan. 21-22 for

the 2004 March for Life. The annual rally i^

held on the anniversary of the Supreme

Court's 1973 Roe vs. Wade and Doe vs,

Bolton decisions legalizing abortion.

'The March for Life is an opportunitj^

to be a public wdtness for the sanctity oflife

This allows our legislators to hear that wt

wUl not compromise when it comes tc

protecting human life," said Maggi Nadol

diocesan Respect Life coordinator.

WANT TO GO?

Representatives from the Diocese of Charlottf

will participate in the following activities:

Jan. 21 — Mass at 8 p.m. at the Basilica Shrine

of the Immaculate Conception.

Jan. 22— Mass celebrated by Bishop Pete

J. Jugis for North Carolinians at 10:30 a.m. a

the Basilica Shrine of the Immaculate Concep

tion.

Jan. 22— Rally at the Ellipse near the Whit(

House at 12 p.m.

Spaces for the March for Life are still avail

able. Bus tickets are $50 and a block of bote

rooms has been reserved. For more informa

tion, contact Maggi Nadol, diocesan Respec

Life coordinator, at (704) 370-3229.

r

Saturday, February 14th, 2004 8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Cardinal Gibbons Catholic High School, 1401 Edwards Mill Road, Raleigh, NC

Patrick Madrid, Surprised by Truth, Apologetics Author
"Speak the Truth in Love"

Alex Jones, St. Joseph Connmunications
"No Price Too High"

Dr. Ray Guarendi, Catholic Answers,
Clinical Psychologist
"You Are a Better Parent Than You Think"

Annie Scheidler, Generations for Life Director

"Make a Difference for Life"

Dr. Richard Gildersleeve, Graduate of International

Theological Institute

"An Invaluable Resource: The Catechism"

Dr. Robert Young, NC State University Professor

"The Catholic Mind in a Modern World"

Elizabeth and Mark Matthews, Author of Precious Treasure:

The Story of Patrick

"To Love Without Counting the Cost"

Vigil Mass celebrated by Fr. Philip Marian Tighe.

For complete details and online registration, visit: I,

Early Registration Discounts are available!

^^^PffllfHWPPPM price includes lunch: $20 adult ($30 after January 25, 2004), $10 college and chaperoned

wti§MmiMiKMUMi^ student age 10+ ($15 afterJanuary 25, 2004) Donations are welcome and tax deductible!

# of adults: # of students: Optional donation: $.. Total enclosed: $

If you made a donation, we would like to recognize Please do not —

i

you as a sponsor In our program. Name to be listed: list my name I—

I

Names(first/last): „

(forname tag printing)

Address:

City/State/Zip: Phone:

Parish: E-mail:

VISA, MasterCard and Discover accepted online at wvm.ignitedbytruth.com. Hotelpackages are available.

Make checks payable

T-zJ and mail to:

St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

c/o Ignited by Truth Conferenc

424 E. Six Forks Road
Suite 109, PMB215
Raleigh, NC 27609

Questions? Contact us at:

ignited@ ignitedbytruth.com
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Camp Lejeune Catholics are

getting a few good Knights

Courtesy Photo

Knights of Columbus present the charter for the new council at Camp Lejeune Marine
Corps Base in North Carolina at a ceremony held Dec. 14, 2003. The council is

named after Father Aloysius Schmidt, a Navy chaplain who died saving others at

Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941.

Council to assist, provide stability for parishioners

BY JULIA LEDOUX
NC CATHOLIC

JACKSONVILLE — Catholics
who worship at Camp Lejeune now
have their own Knights of Columbus
council.

The new council's charter was pre-

sented at a special Mass and ceremony
at the Marine Corps base Dec. 14,

2003. The council was named after a

Navy chaplain, Father Aloysius
Schmidt, who died saving others at

Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.

Father Aidan Logan, a Navy

"Are you a young woman bhirsbing for more in

life? As Sisbers of Mercy we're learning as we

minisber bo Qpd's poor, sick b uneducabed."

— Sisbers Pilansia b Virginia

For more informabion: Call 1-866-HAV-MERCY

lieutenant commander and chaplain,

said the Knights have recently
changed a requirement mandating
each local council be connected to a

civilian parish.

"They have amended their rules so

we can have a council on a military

base," said Father Logan.

The change is important for mili-

tary personnel who serve in places like

Okinawa, Japan, where civilian par-
ishes do not exist, he said.

Father Logan has been working to

bring a council to the base since he
arrived in Onslow County 18 months
ago. He contacted existing councils at

Infant of Prague Church in Jackson-

ville and St. Mildred Church in

Swansboro, which assisted in getting

the council at Camp Lejeune organized.

"We have many people who live on
base who belong to those two councils,"

he said.

Twenty-nine men have already
signed up for the Camp Lejeune coun-
cil, according to Lenny Quemuel of the

St. Mildred Knights of Columbus coun-
cU.

"It brings a new perspective into

Camp Lejeune and- the religious com-
munity," said Quemuel. "Instead ofjust
the young Marines, we have another

organization on the base we can rely on.

It is going to give Camp Lejeune and
other Catholic faith organizations an-

other means to prosper."

The Knights of Columbus is a

Catholic fraternal organization founded
in the United States in 1882 to render
financial aid to members and their

families. Social and intellectual fellow-
ship is promoted among members and
their families through educational,

charitable, religious, social welfare, war
relief and public relief works.

Most of the Knights' 1.6 million

members are in the United States, but it

has councils in Canada, Mexico and
several other countries.

Father Logan said the Camp
Lejeune councQ would provide stability

for parishioners who worship on the

434 Charlotte Avenue, R O. Box 11 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

(803) 327-2097

A DAY WITH THE
GOSPEL OF JOHN

Thursday, Feb. 5

OR Saturday, Feb. 7

9 am -4 pm

Dr. Peter Judge

This study day on the fourth

Gospel highlights the New
Testament message for Lent

and EasterThe day will include

prayer and introduction to the

Gospel and Eucharist.

Cost: $30 - includes lunch

base. Civilian priests normally remain
at a parish for six to 12 years while
military priests are transferred every
two to three years.

He also noted his parish is made up
of mostly young families. Approxi-
mately 550 children are enrolled in

Sunday school at Camp Lejeune. Fa-
ther Logan said the Knights would be
invaluable in assisting adults to have a

fuller understanding of the faith.

This story was reprinted with per-

mission from the NC Catholic. Editor
Kevin E. Murray contributed to the story.

Celebrating a catechist

BREVARD — A celebration and
recognition reception was given Dec.

7 for Mary Smith, a parishioner of
Sacred Heart Church in Brevard, for

surpassing 25 years of service as a

catechist.

Children and youth of the parish

made a musical presentation for

Smith, and Dr. Cris Villapando, di-

rector of the diocesan faith formation
office, presented Smith with the Na-
tional Catechist Pin, two volumes of
the works of Pope John Paul II and a

certificate of appreciation signed by
Bishop Peter J. Jugis.

A plaque honoring Smith's
catechetical service was presented by
the Knights of Columbus Jack
Driscoll Council and a stained glass

cross was presented by the Ladies
Guild of the parish.

Courtesy Photo

From left: Dr. Cris Villapando, director

of diocesan faith formation; Myriam

Gonzalez, director of Sacred Heart

Church faith formation; Mary Smith,

catechist; and Father Carl DelGludice,

pastor of Sacred Heart, at the

celebration honoring Smith's 25 years

as a catechist Dec. 7.

Caring for Charlotte Areo Cotholic

Families In Their Hour of Need Since 1926

EWEN
FUNERAL SERVICE, IXC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291
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Courtesy Photo

Shoes left outside the classrooms were filled with St. Nicholas prayer cards and

candy canes at St. Gabriel School in Charlotte Dec. 5.

Stealthy 'saint' slips treats

in students' shoes
CHARLOTTE — St. Nick was

making the rounds at St. Gabriel

School in Charlotte.

The school celebrated St. Nicho-

las Day as students left their shoes

outside their classrooms in anticipa-

tion of St. Nick's visit Dec. 5. Indeed,

"St. Nick" filled the students' shoes

with holiday treats.

St. Nicholas, born in Turkey, was

a wealthy man who, at midnight,

would leave gifts on poor people's

doorsteps. This legend is the basis for

placing gifts or gold coins in the shoes,

stockings or baskets of children dur-

ing the night before the feast of St.

Nicholas celebrated early in the Ad-

vent season on Dec. 6.

His feast day is an important festi-

val in many places and nearly univer-

sally associated with gift giving, but it

is from the Dutch celebration that

comes much of the Santa Claus tradi-

tion in the United States. Early Euro-

pean immigrants brought cherished St.

Nicholas holiday traditions with gift

giving and candy canes, which have

become s3mnbols of St. Nicholas. The
candy canes resemble a bishop's staff,

hooked at the top like a shepherd's

crook, showing that he was a shepherd

who cared for his people. St. Nicholas

did his gift giving in secret under cover

of darkness. He did not want to be seen

and recognized, as he wanted those he

helped to give thanks to God.

At St. Gabriel School, St. Nicholas

Day reminded students and faculty to

be good, be kind to each other, respect

people and always try to be the best

they can be. It was also a reminder

that Christmas Day was coming soon.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home! ]

We Build Friemhlups With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
704 549 4010

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@\/isitingAngels.com

Caroling cubs convey

Christmas cheer
CHARLOTTE — When the

monthly theme called for learning

about "good will," the Wolf Cub
Scouts of St. Gabriel Church took the

challenge to heart.

Den leaders Steve Lothspeich and

Marc Settin had their hands full as the

boys began their tasks in early Decem-
ber. They used carpenter tools to make
a manger, painted a glass votive

candleholder as a gift and pledged to

complete three acts of good will.

The Scouts' first act was to sing

Christmas carols to people shopping

for Christmas trees in the lot spon-

sored by the parish Men's Club out-

side the church Dec. 7.

Scouts were then responsible for

completing their pledged acts of good

will on their own during the holidays.

Courtesy Phot

Wolf Cub Scouts Alex Lothspeich, Zachary Sharp, Marc Settin Jr., Peyton Swancj

Brett Heinz, Tyler Martino, Adam Walsh and Matthew McElhaney sing Christma

carols to Christmas tree shoppers outside St. Gabriel Church Dec. 7 as fathers Blai

McElhaney and Curt Heinz watch.

KTC Transportation Co. inc

CALL 704-532-7605

SUPERSTAR
Coach Systems

Convention Services

Airport

Hotel

City Tours
Croups

Long & Short Tours

Beach Vacations

Games
Sports
special Events

Fax 704-532-7661 www.ktctransportation.com

or*t e

Consolidate

High-Interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

Low interest

& interest-only

Programs

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT

$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

I'll help you realize your home ownership dreams.

No Payment
until

February 20041

NO
Out-of -Pocket

Closing Costs

^Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

*Inlei-cst rate shown is Prime (4%), minus ] /4%, based on H0% or less LTV. Subject to underwriting conditions.
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Reconciliation: a celebration

RECONCILIATION, from page 1

it is celebrated today. Catechism of the

Catholic Church lists four key elements:

contrition, confession, absolution and

satisfaction (penance).

According to the catechism, contri-

tion is "sorrow of the soul and detesta-

tion for the sin committed, together with

the resolution not to sin again." Confes-

sion, or disclosure of sins, "frees us and

facilitates our reconciliation with others."

By the priest's sacramental absolution,

God grants the penitent "pardon and

peace." Finally, the satisfaction "must

take into account the penitent's personal

situation and must seek his spiritual

good. It must correspond as far as pos-

sible with the gravity and nature of the

sins committed."

Confession to a priest

Often-asked questions are "Why do
I have to confess to priest?" and "Can't I

just tell my sins to God?"
The catechism says confession to a

priest is an essential part of the sacra-

ment of penance: "All mortal sins of

which penitents after a diligent self-ex-

amination are conscious must be re-

counted by them in confession ... for these

sins sometimes wound the soul more
grievously and are more dangerous than
those which are committed openly."

The ongoing conversion

According to Sister DeGidio, con-

version is not a once^in-a-lifetime occur-

rence — it is a continuous, process that

brings Christians ever closer to "the holi-

ness and love of God."

"Moral conversion means making a

personal, explicitly responsible decision

to turn away from the evil that blinds us

to God's love, and to turn toward God
who gifts us with love in spite of our

sinfulness," she said.

"The need for conversion does not

extend only to those who have made a

radical choice for evil," said Sister

DeGidio. "Most often (conversion)

means the 'small efforts all of us must
continually make to respond to the call

of God."

Repairing ourrelationship
with God
Many Catholics think of the pen-

ance element of reconciliation as punish-

ment for their sins. According to Sister

DeGidio, penance is not punishment,

but rather repairing or correcting a sin-

ful lifestyle.

"In the past we were told to do pen-

ance as temporal punishment for our
sins," she said. 'TSTow, however, we un-

derstand that our real 'punishment' is

the^continuing pattern of sin in our lives

and the harmful attitudes and actions it

creates in us."

"The purpose of doing penance is to

NorthStone Country Club Is The Perfect Setting For Your Wedding Or Reception

An enchanring view. Refined furnishings. Gourmet aiisine. These are all elements of the perfea

wedding event held in the classic surroundings of the NorthStone Countr)' Club. From an elegant

bridal luncheon, to a grand wedding reception, our staff will provide first-class service down to the

finest detail. We offer a private banquet space for up to 230 people (350 standing). Plus, we have

flexible scheduling to accommodate afternoon and evening events any day of the week. For a

wedding event you can cherish forever, aill 704-9484286, extension 226.

• Bridal Showers • Wedding Receptions
• Luncheons • Baby Showers
• Rehearsal Dinners • Meetings
• Weddings • Social Events

NorthStone

15801 NorthStone Dr., Huntersville * 704-948-4286, ext 226 • www.northstonecliibxom

Source: Conternpororv Catholic Trends; 2001 Zonfav Internotionol survey for Le Moyne College © 2002 CNS Graphics

help us change that pattern. Penance is

for growth, not for punishment," said

Sister DeGidio. "'Doing penance' means
taking steps in the direction of living a

changed life; it means making room for

something new."

Foundation in the early church

The origins of the sacrament of rec-

onciliation are found in John 20:22-23:

"And when (Jesus) had said this, he

breathed on them and said to them, 'Re-

ceive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you
forgive are forgiven them, and whose
sins you retain are retained.'"

For the next two millennia, recon-

ciliation underwent radical reformation

to become the sacrament Catholics cel-

ebrate today. For the first 300 years of

Christianity, penance was part of bap-

tism. If a baptized person sinned seri-."

ously, he was excluded from the eucha-

ristic community.

Toward the end of the third century,

church leaders resolved that every sin is

forgivable, based on teachings in the gos-

pels and the importance Jesus gave to

forgiveness. For the next 3(X) years, the

sacrament was celebrated only once in a

person's lifetime and the penance was often

long in duration and severe in nature.

In the later Middle Ages, the practice

ofprivate reconciliation began to develop,

supposedly through the influence of Irish

monks. Reconciliation became a private

ceremony administered by the priest and
the absolution of sin was given before the

penance was performed. In this order,

Christians were able to receive the sacra-

ment many times.

The 1 6th-century Council of Trent

reemphasized the sacramental character

of reconciliation. It also established the

principle of yearly confession and al-

lowed the individual priest to be the

judge of the penance to be imposed.

A sacrament to celebrate

When Catholics celebrate the sacra-

ment of reconciliation, they should cel-

ebrate with joy and thanksgiving. Sister

DeGidio said.

"The forgiveness of the Christian

community and of God has brought us

to this moment — and that is worth

celebrating."

DONT PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!!
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these words this week!
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Audit results report
AUDITS, from page 1

employees and volunteers who work

with minors (93 percent).

Bishop Wilton D. Gregory, U.S. Con-

ference of Catholic Bishops president, said

the report indicates "the Catholic dioceses

and eparchies (Eastern-rite dioceses) of

the United States have put a tremendous

effort into making the charter very much

a part of the life of the church since the

(June 2002) Dallas meeting."

He noted the audit process also un-

covered areas not foreseen in Dallas.

"And so the report contains valuable

general recommendations for further

strengthening the church's response to

the sexual abuse crisis in all its dimen-

sions," he said.

The report is based on an independent

compliance audit conducted by the Boston-

based Gavin Group, headed by William

Gavin, a former FBI official, and overseen

by Kathleen McChesney, a former top FBI

agent and head ofthe U.S. bishops' Office of

Child and Youth Protection.

More than 50 auditors — mostly

former FBI agents— conducted the onsite

audits of dioceses and eparchies mostly

between late June and November 2003.

Of the 191 audited dioceses, 52 dio-

ceses were already in compliance with

the charter. Auditors issued instructions

— notices of noncompliance on one or

more of the 17 articles— to 57 dioceses.

They issued recommendations —
notices there was basic compliance but it

was incomplete or could be improved in

certain areas — to 125 dioceses. The
report emphasized that even if dioceses

have not fully implemented the recom-

mendations given them, they "may still

be compliant with the charter."

Of the 139 dioceses that received

instructions and/or recommendations,

105 followed up before the end of the

year with evidence they had made the

changes to bring them into compliance

or to improve their weaknesses.

The remaining 34 did not provide

such evidence before the Dec. 12 dead-

line for inclusion in the first national

report on the audit results.

The Catholic News & Herald re-

ported Jan. 2 that the Diocese of Char-

lotte received two commendations.

The diocese was commended for its

early proactive initiatives to ensure the

protection of children and youths under its

Carolina
Catholic
Bookshoppe

t Special Cards

t Religious Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) 334-.3313

4410-F iMonroe Road, Charlotte, NC
www.carolinacathoIicbooks.com

Wc welcome mail orders and special orders!

pastoral care. In 1994, the diocese adopted

its "Policy ofthe Diocese ofCharlotte Con-

cerning Ministry-Related Sexual Miscon-

duct by Church Personnel," which in-

cluded the establishment of an advisory

board, the majority of whom are layper-

sons and not diocesan employees.

The diocese also was commended

for its comprehensive safe environment

program, which includes training pro-

grams and background investigations

for clergy, volunteers, teachers and con-

tractors who have contact with minors.

Since June 2002, nearly 6,800

people in the Diocese of Charlotte com-

pleted training sessions for the aware-

ness and prevention of the sexual abuse

of children and young people.

The auditors also recommended the

Diocese of Charlotte's policy for reporting

allegations of sexual abuse of a minor by

clergy be clarified and made more readily

available. The diocese complied through

regular announcements in church bulle-

tins, The Catholic News & Herald and its

Web site: www.charlottediocese.org.

"Our diocese will continue to comply

fully with all requirements of law and

the charter promulgated by the United

States Conference of Catholic Bishops,

and we will respond without delay

whenever there is an allegation of sexual

abuse," said Bishop Peter J. Jugis.

In a letter msoled Jan. 6 to all regis-

tered households, the bishop pledged "the

protection of our children and young
people will always be a priority in the

Diocese of Charlotte. I ask you to join me
in prayer for all victims of sexual abuse."

A second study, also commissioned

by the bishops, is scheduled to be released

Feb. 27. Conducted by the John Jay

College of Criminal Justice, the study

wiU report the nature and scope ofclergy

sexual abuse of minors over the last

50 years.

Gavin said the audit was initially a

source of concern to many bishops, but it

"turned out to be extremely helpfijl in

demonstrating some deficiencies that

were not yet known to them."

Staff" Writer Karen A. Evans contrib-

uted to this story.
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Auditor William Gavin explains the results of a nationwide review of diocesan

practices and policies mandated by the U.S. bishops' "Charter for the Protection of

Children and Young People." He was among those addressing the Jan. 6 press

conference In Washington. Looking on Is Kathleen McChesney, executive director of

the bishops' Office for Child and Youth Protection.

—This ad also ran In the national edition of The New York Times and USAToday on January 7, 2004.—

Promise to Protect.

Pledge to Heal.

"We can't give the victims of abuse back their innocence, but wc can

assure them that we will do all in our power to see to it that

no child is so harmed again."

Bishop Wilton D. Gregory, President, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Oh January 6, 2004, the Office of Child and Youth Protection of the United States

Conference of Catholic Bishops issued its first report on the compliance of Catholic

dioceses and eparchies (dioceses of the Eastern Catholic Churches) in implementing the

Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.

Adopted in June 2002, the Charter established the framework for preventing abuse of

minors by clergy and protecting all children and young people in the Church's care.

Protecting young people.

The Charter provides for creating "safe environments" in which young people are

secure. It also provides for strict enforcement of codes of conduct for all those,

including clergy, who come in contact with children and youth, whether they are

full time employees or volunteers.

Healing and reconciliation with victims of abuse.

The Charter calls for dioceses to reach out to victims of sexual abuse, offering

healing counsel and services and appointing victims' assistance coordinators.

Effective response to allegations of sexual abuse.

The Charter states that dioceses are to report allegations of abuse of minors,

cooperate with civil authorities' investigations, and support the right of every victim

to make a report to the authorities. The Catholic Church is fully committed to

removing abusers from ministry.

Ensuring bishops' and dioceses' accountability.

The Bishops' Office of Child and Youth Protection has made it possible for the first

time to audit the performance of Catholic dioceses to ensure the safety of minors.

The Bishops created a National Review Board of prominent lay Catholics to assist

and monitor the Office to guarantee that the promise of the Charter for the

Protection of Children and Young People is realized.

There is no place in the priesthood or religious life

for those who would harm the young.

Pope John Paul 11

Please see the "Report on the Implementation of the 'Charter for the

Protection of Children and Young People'" at w<ww.usccb.orq
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Charlotte Diocese combats poverty

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Thanks to CSS's ABLE (Assets Building Long Equity) Matched Savings Program,

available through the Office of Economic Opportunity in Murphy, Clay County farmer

Todd Wood saved enough money to buy five heifers and start a business.

POVERTY, from page 1

meet by working part-time jobs that

offer little or no benefits," said Joe
Purello, director of the diocesan Office of

Justice and Peace.

"We have this image of poor people

as homeless or unemployed," said

Purello, "and while certainly our nation

has far too many homeless men, women
and families given our immense wealth,

we are far more likely to encounter a

poor person ringing up our purchases at

the store, providing childcare at a

childcare center, or cleaning the hotel

rooms in which we stay."

These nearly 35 mUlion U.S. resi-

dents live in what the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development, the U.S.

bishops' anti-poverty arm, calls "Pov-

erty USA," the largest "state" in America.

Yet a March 2000 Gallup poll revealed

only 5 percent of Americans believe pov-

erty and homelessness are important

problems for the country.

"... Some Washington policy 'wonks'

were quoted as saying that these statis-

tics were a 'fairly predictable product of

the slowing economy' and that 'results of

the surveys have been consistent with

what one would expect during a down
economic period,"' said Father Robert

VitiUo, executive director of the Catholic

Campaign for Human Development
(CCHD), at the Bishop Begley Confer-

ence on Appalachia in Lake Junaluska,

N.C., Oct. 12.

"Contrast those bland, 'ho-hum' re-

marks with the concerns about increas-

ing poverty raised by our Holy Father,

Pope John Paul II," said Father Vitillo.

in April 2002, the pope said, "Pre-

cisely because people have been en-

dowed by ... extraordinary [^human^
dignity, they should not be reduced to

living in sub-human social, economic,

cultural or political conditions."

Through a series of documents, the

United States Catholic Conference of

Bishops has called on others to help end

poverty.

In "A Place at the Table: A Catholic

Recommitment to Overcome Poverty

and to Respect the Dignity of All God's

Children," the U.S. bishops stated

Catholics "must come together with a

common conviction that we can no
longer tolerate the moral scandal ofpov-

erty in our land. ..."

In "Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic

Call to Political Responsibility," the U.S.

bishops' Administrative Committee's

8,500-word blueprint for electoral deci-

sions based on Catholic social teaching,

it states "building peace, combating pov-

erty and despair, and protecting freedom

and human rights are not only moral

imperatives; they are wise national pri-

orities."

The CCHD sponsors "Poverty

Awareness in America Month" each

January to highlight the needs of poor

Americans. Television and radio public

service announcements have been dis-

tributed, and newspaper ads designed,

to show the face of American poverty.

But in North Carolina, one doesn't

have to look far to see the face ofpoverty.

Neighboringpoverty

According to the North Carolina

Budget and Tax Center data for 2001-

2002, North Carolina's poverty of 13.4

percent is significantly higher than the

national rate of 11.7 percent.

"Poverty is much worse in the state's

rural areas, and it especially hits children

hard with nearly 17 percent of our state's

children living in poverty," said PureUo.

"More than 20 school districts in rural

counties reported poverty rates among
school-age children over 25 percent."

"If one looks at how poverty is dis-

tributed on a map of the counties of

North Carolina, one will find poverty

concentrated in the far western counties,

the low-l3dng eastern and southeastern

counties and in the mountainous coun-

ties bordering Tennessee in the north-

west," he said.

Yet in November, The Catholic

News &' Herald reported a significant

increase in the number of first-time cli-

ents of the diocesan Catholic Social Ser-

vices (CSS) Food Pantry.

More than 1 ,200 people in the Char-

lotte area turn to the Food Pantry each

year to help feed their families. The in-

crease in Food Pantry clients is a com-
mentary on the state of the economy and

the effects of Sept. 11, said Geri King,

director of the Charlotte Regional Office

of CSS.

"Many people have gone into debt,

lost their homes," said King. "It's been a

tough time for a lot of people."

King said CSS is seeing a wider

margin ofpeople who have been affected,

including educated and professional

people who have lost their jobs. Even
though the economy is improving, there

are still many families in need of assis-

tance until economic progress affects

them in a positive manner, she said.

Making a difference

In 1997, then-Bishop William G.

Curlin and Raleigh Bishop F. Joseph

Gossman appealed to their dioceses "to

reach out to those in dire economic need,"

and together the bishops issued the pas-

toral letter "Of One Heart and One
Mind."

In 1999, CSS of the Diocese of

Charlotte established the Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity (OEO) to serve the

far west Appalachian counties of Chero-

kee, Clay, Graham and Swain "in re-

sponse to the geographic imbalance of

poverty in North Carolina and in desir-

ing to follow concretely the call of the

pastoral letter of Bishops Curlin and

Gossman," said Purello.

In 1998 and 1999, Msgr. Mauricio

W. West, chancellor and vicar general of

the Diocese of Charlotte, and Joanne

Frazer, then-director of the Office ofJus-

tice and Peace, visited the far western

counties to convene community meet-

ings and learn of the region's most press-

ing needs.

"The establishment of the OEO re-

ally was a community-based effort," said

PureUo. "And its many successflil works

today have at their base the willingness

of the diocesan staff— like Msgr. West
and Joanne Frazer — to listen first to

what the people of the region were say-

ing. The power of partnership, collabo-

ration, and community voice remain the

key strength of OEO today."

"Far too many top-down economic

development schemes in our country

have failed, because the agenda of the

designers did not match the needs and

available resources of the people who
were supposedly being helped," he said.

Each year, the OEO, located in the

Bishop Begley Center for Economic De-
velopment in Murphy, awards grants to

local organizations.

The money for the grants comes

from a special diocesan economic devel-

opment fiind established with proceeds

from the sale in the mid-1990s of the

Good Shepherd Health Care System in

HayesvQle.

"The decision to keep that money
from the sale of Good Shepherd in a

reserve fund as an ongoing generator of

economic development in far western

North Carolina was a wise decision by

diocesan leadership," said Purello. "The

money has been used by groups that are

working at the frontlines of grassroots

development."

"After tonight, we wUl have given

out about $90,000 to 38 agencies since

the year 2000," said Joan Furst, pro-

gram director of the OEO at the Novem-
ber grant awards ceremony.

As a result, organizations in far

western North Carolina are flourishing

after receiving the start-up funds from

OEO grants.

Families first

To address the difficulties many
people face on the road from welfare to

work — such as lack of childcare and

adequate education, low pay and few

benefits — the OEO instituted in 2002

the Far West Families First (FWFF)
Program. The ecumenical program sup-

ported by CSS, Glenmary Home
Missioners, the Duke Endowment and

Clay and Cherokee county Departments

of Social Services, trains volunteers from

various faith communities and teams

them with families transitioning from

receiving public assistance to financial

independence.

Ecumenical faith teams consisting of

Methodists, Catholics, Presbyterians

and other faiths — guided by principles

of respect, compassion and family em-

powerment — support and counsel the

families.

"OEO's first FWFF coordinator,

Maureen Ripper, has skiUfijUy brought

together diverse teams that provide en-

couragement and hope to families in

transition and in need," said PureUo.

The support provided by the teams

is often as varied as the famUies' situa-

tions. Teams have furnished bedding

and furniture, shared garden produce,

fixed computers, transported chUdren to

school, accompanied mothers to housing

interviews and readied children for

school with clothes and supplies.

One FWFF participant, a mother

and fuU-time student, relies on her sup-

port team whUe working to obtain her

computer science degree to become a

skilled working mom.
"This group of wonderful, caring,

loving people are very dear to me," she

said. "When I feel life has gotten the best

of me, I know I can make a call, and I

wUl have someone there to talk to and

cry on their shoulders. ..."

"The OEO, through its grants and

community initiatives like Far West
Families First and ABLE Matched Sav-

ings Program, seeks to strengthen the

western communities of North Carolina

by celebrating diversity and recogniz-

ing the tremendous resources diverse

communities offer," said Furst.

"The bishops of Appalachia have

been tireless in teaching about the need

to buUd solidarity with those in need,"

said Father Vitillo.

"I doubt many of us here could enjoy

a Thanksgiving dinner feast if we were

aware that our own relatives were hov-

ering outside our door with no food to

eat," he said. 'Tet many of us do tolerate

this very injustice when we quietly ig-

nore the plight of some 34.6 mUlion of

our brothers and sisters in the human
famUy who are burdened each day by

poverty in this, the richest of nations."
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Questioning what to

buy and what to be
In "Consuming Faith: Integrat-

ing Who We Are With What We
Buy," Tom Beaudoin focuses on what

he calls "economic spirituality."

Beaudoin, who explored "the ir-

reverent spii^itual quest of Generation

X" in his previous book, "Virtual

Faith," put off his doctoral disserta-

tion in theology to embark on a self-

reflective study of a branding
economy. He wanted to examine how
the goods we purchase have a person-

ality all their own that we buy into.

The result is a new perspective on a

"consuming faith" — one that "inte-

EVI!RVO>E BY ?iAME

Serrasfsi fifisez

Russtli Sto TOM BEAUDOIN

"Consuming Faith: Integrating

WhoWe Are With WhatWe Buy,"

by Tom Beaudoin. Sheed and

Ward (Lanham, Md., and Chi-

cago, 2004). 180 pp., $19.95.

"Personal Vocation: God Calls

Everyone by Name," by Germain

Grisez and Russell Shaw. Our

Sunday Visitor (Huntington, Ind.,

2003). 169 pp., $12.95.

grates who we are with what we
buy."

Beaudoin says that we all make
choices about the things we purchase
— the sneakers we wear, the cars we
drive. He asks: What do those choices

reveal about us? What consequences

do those choices have on others?

Beaudoin began his research by

asking the producers of the goods he

buys to tell him about how those

goods are produced. He later writes,

"I know that the materials that enable

my comfort were forged under the

fluorescent lights in a large room of

young women half a world away. ... I

must open myself to seeing my goods

as part of 'one body,' and looking

through my goods to their human
producers." It is through this con-

nectedness to others that we build up

the body of Christ.

While calling people to greater

sensitivity and a deeper and more re-

vealing examination of conscience,

Beaudoin asks a new and fundamen-

tal Catholic question: "What is it

about us that cannot be bought,

branded, traded away, drugged up or

dieted ofP" As usual, Beaudoin has>

captured the experience of young
adults well. He brilliantly calls us to

see, as St. Ignatius would say, "God
in all things," even in a trip to the

mall.

In their book, "Personal Vocation:

God Calls Everyone by Name," au-

thors Germain Grisez and Russell

Shaw make the point that the idea of

"vocation" encapsulates all that we
choose. Marriage, children, political

affiliation and even (like Beaudoin)

economic choices are all matters of

personal vocation. They are decisions

that can reveal who you really are.

Grisez, a professor of Catholic

moral theology, and Shaw, a prolific,

Washington-based freelance writer

on Catholic topics, have authored
several books together. In "Personal

Vocation" they correct the narrow

Catholic view of vocation as simply "a

calling to the priesthood or conse-

crated life." Instead, they say, a per-

sonal vocation is the "unique,

unrepeatable role God calls each per-

son to carry out the all-embracing

divine plan."

The authors take a firm stand on

calling young people to vocation, not

just to employment. Often young
people are pushed into careers that

make good economic sense without

regard to their own unique God-
given talents. They Urge individuals,

educators, religious and parents to

help form personal vocations in this

new light.

A great practical section toward

the end of the book and quotes and

stories from all over the wide-ranging

Catholic spectrum (St. Josemaria

Escriva de Balaguer, the founder of

Opus Dei, is mentioned in the same
breath as Dorothy Day) are just two

of the book's strengths. This book is a

must-read for all those who are

caught at the crossroads of major de-

cisions. At times, the book is rather

dry (especially in the historical sec-

tion) and also reeks of anti-intellectu-

alism in parts, but it certainly speaks

the truth about the vocation crisis in

the world.

Both these books are gems. Read-

ing them will certainly open your

eyes to the wonders of discerning

where God is calling you personally.

Hayes is the operations and mar-

keting director of BustedHalo.com,

the Paulist Fathers' young adult

Internet outreach.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: SEPT. 18, 2004

Jan. 1 8, Second Sunday

in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10

2) 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

3) Gospel: John 2:1-1

1

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

I don't know too many mothers
— Jewish or otherwise — who won't

go out on a limb on their children's .

behalf Sometimes this might consist

of intervening when a child is being

bullied. It might mean consulting

with a teacher when a test is errone-

ously graded or a project deadline is

unrealistic.

Last Christmas I overcame my
usual reticence and bargained with

boldness to get a better price on a

significant gift for my 14-year-old

son. In most cases these actions of

confronting authority, persistently

challenging the status quo or chang-

ing a timeline put the parent at risk of

being considered "pu§hy." Neverthe-

less, the risk is often worth taking

and even necessary to produce the

fruit of justice and ensure the best

interest of the child.

In the story of the Wedding Feast

at Cana, the focus often has been on
the miracle of Jesus' changing water

to wine. But prior to the miracle,'

Jesus' "pushy" mother discerned a

need, knew that her son was capable

of meeting it and persisted until the

desired result came to pass — all the

while remaining in the background.

It was this bold move on her part that

set in motion Jesus' ministry.

While the gift of boldness is not

one of those mentioned in the passage

from 1 Corinthians, it is a gift that

must be exercised from time to time

so that the other gifts may be made
manifest. May the disciples of Jesus

follow the example of his persistent,

"pushy" Jewish mother!

Questions:

In your experience, is there an

injustice that requires more boldness

and persistence from you? What step

can you take to press for the desiri

resolution or blessing?

1Scripture to Illustrate:

"His mother said to the servers,

'Do whatever he tells you'" (John 2:5)

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 11 - JANUARY 17

Sunday (The Baptism of ttie Lord), Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7, Acts 10:34-38, Lul<e 3:15-16, 21-22; Mon-

day, 1 Samuel 1 :1-8, Mark 1 :14-20; Tuesday (St. Hilary), 1 Samuel 1 :9-20, Mark 1 :21-28; Wednes-

day, 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20, Mark 1:29-39; Thursday, 1 Samuel 4:1-11, Mark 1:40-45; Friday, 1

Samuel 8:4-7, 10-22, Mark 2:1-12; Saturday, 1 Samuel 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1, Mark 2:13-17;

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 18 - JANUARY 24

Sunday (Second Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 62:1-5, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, John 2:1-11

Monday, 1 Samuel 15:16-23, Mark 2:18-22; Tuesday (Sts. Fabian and Sebastian), 1 Samuel 18:1-

13, Mark 2:23-28; Wednesday (St. Agnes), 1 Samuel 17:32-33, 37, 40-51, Mark 3:1-6; Thursday

(St. Vincent), 1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7, Mark 3:7-12; Friday, 1 Samuel 24:3-21, Mark 3:13-19;

Saturday (St. Francis de Sales), 2 Samuel 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27, Mark 3:20-21

1 5% off with this coupon The
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South Charlotte

The Catholic Company Outlet Store

228 Zimmer Rd

Fort Miil,SC 29715

803-396-5399 ext. 240

Mon-Fri: 10am - 5pm

5 min. south ofBallantyne and 1-485

1-485 to Hwy 521 (Johnston Rd).

Go south approx.5 miles. Shortly after

crossing the state line, turn left at the

BP station. Go % mile and turn left into

Zimmer Business Park - #228.

CatholicCompany.com

Cath#lic
Company

Fine Catholic Books and Gifts

Grand Opening^ Lake Norman

The Catholic Company - Lake Norman

1 9905 W. Catawba Ave. , Suite 106

Cornelius, NC 28031

704-655-9090

Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri: 10am - 6pm
Tue:10am-7pm
Sat: 10am- 3pm

j

In Johnsbury Square - next to Rosetti'S{

177 to Exit 28 Catawba Ave.

Go west for Vi mile.

The store is on the North side of street.

LakeNorman.CatholicCompany.com
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'Cheaper/ but notshort

on laughs

CNS PHOTO FROM 20th Century Fox

Steve Martin and Bonnie Hunt are surrounded by a young cast in their new

family comedy film "Cheaper by the Dozen," a fitfully amusing comedy about a

family with 12 children veering out of control as Dad tries to hold down the

very rebellious fort. The family-first message follows the predictable parade of

pranks, pratfalls and parenting problems, including dismay over their 22-year-

old daughter moving in with her boyfriend. A discreetly implied affair, occasional

toilet humor and brief slapstick violence. The USCCB Office for Film &

Broadcasting classification is A-ll — adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture

Association of America rating is PG — parental guidance suggested.

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne
New York • Ohio • Pennsylvania • Georgia • Minnesota

We live in Community and take vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. Daily

prayer and our apostolate of caring for incurable cancer patients are integral

parts of our offering to God. All care is free. Many who enter our Community
have no prior nursing experience.

For more information, contact:

Sr. Teresa Marie, O.P., Vocation Director

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne, 600 Linda Avenue, Hawthorne, NY 10532

(914) 769-4794 or 769-0114

e-mail: SrTeresaM@aol.com

Visit our WEB site - www.hawthorne-dominicans.org

Name _ Slale_ Zip.

Address .

City Home Telephone ( C-NC

SEASON'S END

ACROSS
1 Condoorg.

4 Baptizer

8 Protagonist

12 Carter's daughter

13 College VIP

14 More than ajar

15 Java

16 Sacrament

18 Biblical river

22 Glean

23 Olive genus

25 Obstat

28 Follower

32 "Una Cosa " (Martin y Soler Opera)

33 Fuss

34 Enamel

36 Persona_ grata

37 Fruitcake containers

39 Auld

41 Era

43 Swim alternative

44 New year problem for many

46 Dreamworks animated movie

50 "With host proclaim"
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53 Greek measure

54 French fashion designer

55 Horse gear

58 Treebeard, for one

59 MASH actor

60 Bird of peace

61 Compass point

DOWN
1 Muslim pilgrimage

2 Melville novel

3 Spanish yesterday

4 Scotch initials

5 Mantra

6 Goblin type

7 Dogwood St.

8 Balloon filler

9 Manifestation

10 Latin thing

11 P-L connector

17 Cross, for one

19 Dwarf

20 "Um, that looks like " (Veggie Tales)

21 Asian country

24 ABC Series

26 Golf club

27 Kent's love

28 Mediterranean fruit

29 " my pen in the blackest ink..."

Emerson

30 Jesus

31 Texas city

35 African Woman's Organization (abbr)

38 Eye part

40 Glide

42 Sci-fi computer

45 Last name in basketball

47 Deer types

48 Taverns

49 Bewitched boss

50 Medical grp.

51 Nothing

52 Corporate bigshot

56 Hospital instrument

57 State abbreviation
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Kicking up help for others
CHARLOTTE — WhUe Charlotte

Catholic High School's men's soccer

team was on their way to winning the

state championship, setting the state's

shut-out record, they were also helping

their community.

The team, prompted by senior

captain Patrick Herford, initiated a

project at the start of the season to

collect clothes for the poor. Fans were

asked to bring socks, gloves, mittens

and winter hats to home soccer and

football games.

These particular items were pre-

ferred by Charlotte Rescue Mission, to

which Herford and teammates delivered

eight bags worth during Christmas

week.

Charlotte Rescue Mission provides

food, shelter, clothing, counseling, educa-

tional classes, medical care and Christian

teaching for individuals seeking help

from a drug or alcohol addiction.

"It was truly spectacular to have

such a great season and also give back to

the community in this manner," said

Herford. "I certainly feel that this reflects

the character of the team and the spirit of

the school."

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMA-
TION: Experienced with master's in the-

ology, religious education or related

field. Send resume and statement ofyour
vision of faith formation to; Faith Forma-
tion Search Committee, St. Paul the

Apostle Catholic Church, 2715
Horse Pen Creek Road, Greensboro, NC
27410; fax (336)294-6149; email
jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMA-
TION: Holy Redeemer Catholic Commu-
nity in the Outer Banks ofNorth Carolina

is seeking an energetic, motivated, spiri-

tual individual to be part of a collabora-

tive pastoral team. Responsibilities will

include working to enhance existing

adult formation opportunities, including

the development of small Christian com-
munities; and working toward whole
community catechesis. Candidate should

be a practicing Catholic, with a coinbina-

ti(}n of training and/or experience in

adult formation. Send resume to: Holy
Redeemer Catholic Parish, P.O. Box .510,

Kitty Hawk, NC 27949, Attn: Faith For-

mation Search Committee, or email

herrityt@raldioc.org.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY:
Our Lady of Grace Church in Greens-

boro, NC seeks a full-time professional

with at least a bachelor's degree in music,

and an in-de])th knowledge of Roman

Courtesy Photo

Patrick Herford, senior captain of

Charlotte Catholic High School's men's

soccer team, shakes hands with Thomas

Strouse, a manager at Charlotte Rescue

Mission. The team delivered eight bags

of needed clothing to the facility

Christmas week.

Catholic liturgy. Must be fully compe-

tent in both organ and piano, and experi-

enced in directing both adult and
children's choirs. Responsible for all mu-
sic activity in a church with over 2,300

families. Full benefits available. Appli-

cants who meet these requirements
should send a resume to: OLG Music
Ministry, 201 South Chapman Street,

Greensboro,NC 27403, or fax it to (336)

274-7326.

YOUTH MINISTER: Experienced

with degree or certification in youth min-

istry, theology or related field. Send re-

sume and statement of your vision of

youth ministry to: Youth Ministry
Search Committee, St. Paul the Apostle

Church, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Road,

Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (336)294-

6149; email jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org.

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance

plans at best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson

(704) 845-1416.

FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE: Crown Point Office

Building. 2101 Sardis Road North,

Charlotte. 450 square feet. $550 per

month. Call Paul Johansen 704-375-

1918.

VILLA - HILTON HEAD, SC: 2 bed-

rooms, 2 baths. Sleeps 6. Golf nearby.

Tennis. Beach access. February 7-14.

Call (704) 366-6507.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

DID YOU KNOW?
Born in Egypt around the year 229,St. Paul the Hermit went into hiding in the desert to escape the

persecution of Christians and decided to live as a hermit for the next 90 years. St. Jerome visited an A

aged Paul and found him to be an exemplar of a holy man, and burried him when he died. He is called
'

Paul the First Hermit to distinguish him from other hermits named Paul. His feast is Jan. 15.

ST. ANNE'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Bristol, Virginia

Position Available: Principal

Summary: Full-time position, beginning summer 2004, as principal of a Parish Catholic

School with an enrollment of 300+ students, grades Pre-3 through 8. The principal

must be a practicing Catholic who is able to articulate the school's mission and vision

for the future, and possess the skills necessary for its implementation. Candidates must

have a record of effective leadership with experience in educational progi^ms, personnel

management, finance, development, public relations, and community service.

Education/Certification: Master's Degree in Education/Administration. VA licensable.

Experience: Minimum ten years teaching/admin, experience in a Catholic School.

Salary: Based on diocesan scale, taking into account education and experience.

Application: Qualified candidates should forward a resume and cover letter to:

St. Anne Catholic Church, Search Committee, 350 Euclid Ave., Bristol, VA 24201

Closing Date: Application materials should be postmarked by February 27, 2004

Principal

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Raleigh has an opening for principal of its

K-8 school. The search committee seeks a principal with a commitment

to quality teaching, community service and excellence - as well as a

demonstrated ability to lead and to collaborate with faculty, parents

and parish staff.

The search committee seeks candidates who are practicing Catholics,

hold a master's degree, have experience in teaching and 5 years in'

education management, and hold (or are capable of obtaining) NC

principal certification. Please submit resume and a one-page statement

of vision for Catholic education by Feb 15 to: Search Committee,

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 2718 Overbrook Dr., Raleigh NC 27608.

Or email OLLSPRINCSRCH@aol.com.

We beat the banks!
IMS prides itself on customer service. We're a local

lender and all we want is a chance to quote your

mortgage. Try us, you'll be happy you did. IMS has all

the answers and the loan programs to fit your needs.

-^I^

Apply on-line 24 hours a day
www.lenclinglocal.com

Call Me! Kim Geter 704-759-31 76
or kmgeter@intemationalmortgage. net

7631 Sharon Lakes Rd., Ste.D

Charlotte, NC 28210
IMS Mortgage Service



January 9, 2004

AROUND THE DIOCESE
The Catholic News & Herald 13

Reserve now.

Move later.

For the retirement lifestyle you're

planning now but putting off until later,

call today for pre-construction pricing.

You MAKE THE DECISION.

pgMKIVBVRKI
-"^ M A R Y F 1 E :L D

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

1315 Greensboro Road • High Point, NC 27260

336-886-4103 or 336-886-2444

Sponsored by the Sisters of the

Poor Servants of the Mother of God.

Franciscan Sister Miller

dies at 95
Former teacher wrote history ofDiocese

ofCharlotte

TIFFIN, Ohio — Franciscan Sis-

ter Miriam Miller, who served in

North Carolina and wrote the history

of the Diocese of Charlotte, died at St.

Francis Convent in Tiffin, Ohio Dec.

24. She was 95.

She was buried in St. Francis

Convent Cemetery Dec. 29.

A native of Ohio, Sister Miriam
was received into the Sisters of St.

Francis in 1930, professed her first

vows in 1932 and proclaimed her fi-

nal profession of vows at the

motherhouse in Tiffin in 1935.

She taught at schools in the Dio-

cese of Toledo, in Peru and the order's

motherhouse. Though most of her

long teaching career was spent in sec-

ondary education, she had said her

best years were her first four .

—

teaching in one-room rural schools in

Palmer Township in Ohio.

From 1955 until 1961, she
served as superior general of her con-

gregation. She also served as secre-

tary general for three years. In 1964,

she was assigned as principal to St.

John School in Waynesville, N.C., and
during her time the enrollment rose

from around 60 students to over 130.

In 1973, Sister Miriam was in a

serious automobile accident that left

her with some handicaps. Nonetheless,

she worked as a librarian in St.

Francis High School and then later as

director of the occupational activities

program at St. Francis Home in Tiffin,

a position she served until 1981.

Then, at the invite of then-Bishop

Michael J. Begley, she traveled to

Franciscan Sister

Miriam Miller

Charlotte to write "A History of the

Early Years of the Roman Catholic

Diocese of Charlotte" before returning

to St. Francis Convent in 1983.

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 £. Independence Blvd.^ Charlotte

(704) 537-^336 • (800) 489-S336

Biggest
!§»eleetion

Lowest
Prices

Driverswanted.

"Nothing Could Be Finer" Members ofSt. Gabriel

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!

OWE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley W.t'H'!!|

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality ^
as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to If >

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"An inspiration! 'Last Kiss' is a powerful novel that explores the human heart

and brings to light those in our lives who mean so much. Staley's tender look

at life has the power to restore our faith in both God and man. "

—Msgr John J. McSweeney, Pastor, St. Matthew Catholic Church, Charlotte

To order, mail check or money order (no credit cards) to:

Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, NC 28277

$13.95
plus S2.50 shipping
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Perspectives A collection of columns,

editorials and viewpoints

The evet'evolving job
I'm still not sure what I want to do

when I grow up and neither are my
friends. Some older generations may
accuse Gen-Xers of flitting around

from job to job, incapable of commit-

ment, uninterested in hard work. But I

think it has more to do with needing to

love what we do and with finding

meaning in our work. This is espe-

cially true for young women.

Last year, the U.S. bishops' Com-

^ mittee on Women in Society and in the

Church conducted focus groups in a

cross-section of archdioceses and dio-

ceses around the country. The com-

mon responses to questions regarding

the relationship of faith, work and

family don't surprise me.

First, the report asserted that

many women have found "workable,

creative ways to integrate family,

work and spirituality." At times they

struggle in balancing the three, but

find it easier when they resist the

temptation to compartmentalize these

priorities.

Moreover, young women success-

fully bring their spirituality, religious

beliefs and values to their workplace

and family. Both become places of

evangelization.

Second, women need their work to

be valuable and fulfilling. They are

satisfied when they feel as though they

are contributing their gifts and skills

to the world. They want to make a

difference.

Nowhere was this more obvious

than at my 10-year college reunion.

Conversations at the tables in the so-

cial hall revolved around family and

^ ^ career. After showing off pictures of

weddings and children, we moved on

to questions of work or other responsi-

bilities (like volunteering) that fulfilled

us when the children were asleep or

throwing tantrums.

We were all still trying to figure

out what we wanted to be when we

Our Turn

THERESE J.
IBORCHARD -iAii

CNS Columnist

grew up.

I was shocked to learn that the

biggest hippy in our class, dressed

right out of the '70s, obtained her

MBA and was working for IBM. An-

other friend, who had had no doubts

where she was headed — first toward

grad school to get her doctorate in

biology, and then to the lab and the

classroom to research and teach —
dropped out the first year, traveled to

Nepal and was changed forever. Now
she wants to explore new places for a

living and is figuring out how to get

paid for that job.

Perhaps peculiar to our generation,

young adults haven't stopped asking

themselves how they best can contrib-

ute to society. By the time we attend our

30th college reunion, we may well have

been in school as many hours as in the

office. Since we must be fulfilled and

satisfied by what we do outside and

inside the home, it makes sense that one

set track just won't do. As we evolve,

our careers evolve with us.

Sometimes I wish I could be con-

tent with one job responsibility for the

rest ofmy life. Then I wouldn't have to

ask myself so many questions and

walk around in seemingly endless

circles, but I might feel cheated out of

becoming all that I could be and giv-

ing all I could give.

And that makes me wonder: If ev-

eryone generously shared his or her

skills and gifts with the world, would

any of us really have to grow up?

One God
Christians, Jews and Muslims believe in one

supreme divine being. Percent of the following

believers who say the three faiths...

Catholic

IZn Worship the Same God

Hi Do Not Worship the Some God

Protestant

1 1 Not Sure

Jewish

Source: Harris Poll © 2003 CNS Graphics

U.S. clown performs after pope

tells circus workers to live faith

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY -

ing drumbeat and
To a thump-
the steady

rhythms of an electric guitar, an

oddly dressed American responded to

Pope John Paul II's admonition to

"always live your faith in Christ with

joy-"

Andrew Philip, wearing a fair

amount of face paint and a big red

nose, juggled for the pope at the end

of his Jan. 7 weekly general audience.

Philip is the star clown of the

Italy-based American Circus; he and

about 100 other circus performers,

staff members and their children at-

tended the audience and posed for a

photograph with the pope at the end

of the audience.

The performance was brief and

did not include any of the American

Circus' elephants, tigers or horses.

In his main audience talk. Pope

John Paul focused on Christmas and

the divine motherhood of the Blessed

Virgin Mary.

The pope asked people to look at

a Nativity scene and think about the

The Pope

Speaks

By pope
JOHN PAUL II

attitude and role of Mary.

"The same love, the same care

which she had for her divine son, she

has for us as well," he said. "Therefore,

let her guide our steps in the new year

that divine providence has given us

to live."

The pope said his wish for every-

one at the first general audience of

2004 was that "sustained and com-
forted by her maternal protection we
may contemplate with renewed eyes

the face of Christ and walk more
swiftly on the paths of goodness."

Greeting Polish-speaking visi-

tors, the pope prayed that Mary
"would embrace each one of us with

the same love with which she em-

braced the Son of God."

Letters to

the Editor

Commending the

commendations
It was with gratitude to God that

I read of the commendations this dio-

cese received concerning its compli-

ance with the "Charter for the Protec-

tion of Children and Young People"

("Bishops' child protection charter

has numerous mandates for dioceses,"

Jan. 2). It is my prayer that as we
make our way through the difficult

task of facing this real-life nightmare
— as it will appear when statistics

are released in February — we will

face it with the Christian virtues of

hope and honesty.

We must be honest enough to re-

alize that we as a whole people, reli-

gious and laity alike, allowed such an

evil to foment within our midst, but

remain hopeful that we are now all

more aware of such behavior and will

be vigilant in our respective capaci-

ties to protect one another, particu-

larly the young. In this way, we can

be a light to other congregations and

denominations who will deal with

this scenario.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis' letter read

at Mass this past weekend (Jan. 4)

mentioned that the diocese has had a

policy in place for the last nine years.

My exhortation would be to make
sure all elements are in place to follow

the policy correctly, expediently and

with the utmost compassion. There's

no sense in having one if it's not going

to be followed.

I firmly believe that once we are

through this turmoil, the Catholic

Church will be all the stronger. For

we do believe in the crucified and

resurrected Christ — a God who can

take the worst thing in the world and

make it the best thing in the world.

— Martin Corts

Valle Crucis, N.C.

Cold words in ^Cold

Mountain' review
In regard to the review of "Cold

Mountain" ("'Cold Mountain' is luke-

warm epic," Jan. 2), this is yet another

Southern slam with David DiCerto's

wording of "Caught by the undertow

of their Dixie delirium ..." Poor choice

of words and there should have been

no place for this in a Catholic publica-

tion.

— Joan Kiser

Boone

WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald wel-

comes letters from readers. We ask that

letters be originals of 250 words or less.

To be considered for publication, each let-

ter must include the name, address and

phone number of the writer for purpose of

verification. Letters may be condensed due

to space and edited for clarity, style and

taste.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The

Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267,

Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

1
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When a helping hand changes a life

From refugee to philanthropist in

one generation — that's the amazing

story of a New York City plastic sur-

geon who's making a major gift to a

Catholic high school that came through

for her in her hour of greatest need. The
new beginning the school made possible

enabled her to make a new beginning of

her own, enriching the lives of countless

others in the process.

I first read about Dr. Thuy Nguyen
in a story written by Kevin Kelly for The
Catholic Key, the newspaper of the Kan-
sas City-St. Joseph Diocese in Missouri.

It's all about one person making a differ-

ence, with a helping hand from some
extra-kind folks along the way. Sharing

it \yith you is a great way to start the

new year.

Dr. Nguyen was a young girl when
she was forced to flee Vietnam in a boat

with her family in 1975, after the fall of

Saigon. She spent a week on the open sea

before a U.S. merchant ship came to the

rescue, transporting the family to a

camp in the Philippines. Then they came
to this country, first to Fort Chaffee,

Ark., and eventually to Kansas City.

Once there, they had to start from
scratch. The family had been well-to-do

in Vietnam, but in Kansas City they

were penniless. A priest, Father James
Flanagan, gave them some secohd-hand

clothes and set them up in a public hous-
ing project, and the father of the family

got a job as a night watchman. But

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

school seemed out of the question until

Father Flanagan got a commitment
from St. Pius X High School. Adminis-

trators there agreed to waive the tuition

fee— only $700 at the tinie. Dr. Nguyen
would later recall— but it might as well

have been a million.

Her education opened all kinds of

doors, thanks in great measure to Char-

ity Sister Mary Aquinas, who took a

personal interest in the future doctor.

She pressed her to do extra work, once

she saw the student's potential, and
worked with her to improve her En-
glish. She even filled out scholarship ap-

plications, and surprised the young
woman with news that she had won a

scholarship to Donnelly College in Kan-
sas City, Kan.

Nguyen's academic achievements

soared from that point on. She won a

degree from the University of Missouri

and eventually graduated from Colum-
bia University Medical School in New

York. As a plastic surgeon, she's now
accredited to six New York hospitals

and has a thriving private practice. But

she also cares for the poor and the eld-

erly, treating those whose wounds fail to

heal properly.

"We fight for our patients," she said.

"Whatever they need, we fight to get it."

In the midst of her success, though,

she hasn't forgotten the first big break

that came her way. This past fall, she

announced she and her husband would

donate $25,000 to St. Pius in gratitude

for all that the school and Sister Mary
Aquinas had done for her. Nguyen said

she hopes the gift will make it possible

for other students like her to afford a St.

Pius education.

"For the small amount ofmoney we
donate now, I hope that students who
are not as privileged as others wUl be

given a chance in life, just as St. Pius

gave to me," she said.

Someone made a true difference,

years ago, in Nguyen's life. She's repay-

ing the favor the best way she knows
how — by making a difference for oth-

ers.

To support your parish, Catholic school or

Catholic agency in the Diocese of Char-

lotte, contact your pastor, principal or

agency director. Jim Kelley at (704) 370-

3301 or Gina Rhodes at (704) 370-3320

from the diocese are available to assist you.

A gluten-free Eucharist
0^. Several times in recent years your

column has discussed lettersfrom men and
women who sufferfrom celiac sprue dis-

ease and therefore cannot tolerate the glu-

ten m wheat Communion hosts. For some

of us it is an extremely dangerous condi-

tion.

In previous comments you said there

is no totally gluten-free host that the

church approvesfor the Eucharist. How-
ever, a Catholic periodical one of our
group receives reported recently that a

new host is now available and approved.

Can you tell us what they are and where
our parish can obtain them? (Florida)

A. As you note. Catholic authori-

ties have ruled several times in the

last two decades or so (most recently

July 24, 2003) that totally gluten-free

hosts are not valid matter for the Eu-
charist and thus may not be used at

Mass or for Communion. That ruling

continues.

However, as I mentioned occa-
sionally in this column, work has con-
tinued in the United States and Eu-
rope to find a formula that can be
received by those who cannot tolerate

gluten. Surprisingly there are hun-
dreds of thousands, in our own coun-
try alone.

I'm sure the periodical you men-
tion is referring to a formula devel-
oped partially under the auspices of

the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual

Adoration in Clyde, Mo., longtime
manufacturers of Communion hosts.

As Vatican authorities require,

the hosts are not entirely without glu-

ten, but the amount is exceedingly
lower than any available in the past,

about .01 percent, or one part in

10,000. In other ways also these
hosts comply with requirements that

they be composed of wheat and water
only, with no other foreign materials,

and no process that would alter the

form of bread.

Obviously, only one's physician

should determine whether or not a

person with celiac sprue should at-

tempt to tolerate even this small
amount, ^rom what I have learned,

however, it seems that a large num-
ber of patients might find the new
formula an acceptable alternative.

Local bishops may give permis-

sion to use the low-gluten hosts, so if

your doctor approves them for you,

talk with your pastor about obtain-

ing these hosts for yourselfand others

who need them.

Of course, the other alternative

remains of receiving the Eucharist
only under the form of wine, though
some patients are equally sensitive to

ingredients of certain wines. Also,

even the tiny quantity of wheat,
which contaminates the wine when a

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

piece of the host is dropped into the

cup before Communion, may render

the main chalice intolerable.

Most pastors readily try to ac-

commodate these needs, even if it

means having a separate small chal-

ice with consecrated wine to. be dis-

tributed to people with celiac sprue.

The Benedictine Sisters may be
reached at 31970 State Highway P,

Clyde, Mo. 64432. Phone 800-223-

2772. Or e-mail:

altarbreads@benedictine sisters.org.

A free brochure answering questions

Catholics ask about receiving the Holy
Eucharist is available by sending a

stamped, self-addressed envelope to Fa-
ther John Dietzen, Box 325, Peoria, IL
61651.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

You are not

alone

The Human

Side

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS Columnist

While sitting in the doctor's waiting

room, I felt my blood pressure soar, and it

had nothing to do with my health. It was
due to the magazine articles I was read-

ing that contained nothing but bad news.

Stories abounded on Iraq, the Middle
East conflict, senseless killings, tribal di-

visions, poor governance; celebrities were

being investigated for hideous crimes;

concerns about global warming, endan-

gered §pecies and foods with high toxin

levels also were discussed. I couldn't find

an uplifting article.

I thought to myself most people not

only read this news, but also live under a

cloud of anxiety in their own back yards.

Parents worry about children, and children

worry about their aging parents; worries

about security forever plague them.

Wouldn't it be great if we had one
solid week a year to somehow naturally

purify our minds of all our anxieties?

Perhaps going to the mountains, sailing

the ocean or escaping to some secret

island would do the trick.

That's a soothing thought, but escap-

ing our anxieties is not realistic. Very few

of us have the luxury of dropping every-

thing and sailing off into a place of bliss.

The news these days may leave us

feeling concerned about the welfare of

those close to us, about our country and

our quality of life. When this happens,

the first thing to do is to admit that we
are caring individuals.

Caring expresses love and the desire

for a better life. We wouldn't be anxious

if we didn't love.

Most of us probably view anxiety as

something solely negative. We don't get

around to seeing it as a sign of love. As a

consequence, we don't give our heart the

opportunity to take heart. We need to do

more than lament bad news. We need to

seek opportunities to make life better.

Another step in coping with anxi-

eties is to remember that we aren't the

only ones experiencing them.

Often when we are confi-onted by
bad news and the anxiety it generates,

we feel alone. Husbands or wives, for

example, may go into a shell, not com-
municating — forgetting that their

spouse is as concerned as they are.

When they remember that others are

as concerned as they are and share with

them their concerns, they fi-equently be-

gin to regain their power to cope.

The next time you feel your blood

pressure rising because of bad news, re-

member that this is happening at least in

part because you care and love. And
don't forget, there are others around you
who are just as anxious as you are —
because they too care and love deeply.
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St. Aloysius Church stands as a

monument to parish's enterprising spirit

Photo by GecJrge Cobb

The former St. Aloysius Church in Hickory (above) is now used as a chapel for daily

Mass. A new complex housing a sanctuary for 750 people was dedicated in 1993.

HICKORY — Although there ex-

isted a small Catholic presence in

Catawba County during the late 19th

century, the first Mass was not cel-

ebrated in the area until 1913.

Bishop Leo Haid, abbot ordinary

and vicar apostolic of North Carolina,

assigned missionary priest Benedictine

Father Celestine Bache to confirm the

existence of a Catholic population in the

region. Father Bach gathered a dozen

or so Catholics together in a Hickory

home, where Mass was celebrated for

the first time Dec. 7, 1913, and cel-

ebrated there for almost two years.

On April 18, 1915, Bishop Haid

came to Hickory and dedicated a former

Seventh Day Adventist Church as the

new St. Aloysius Catholic Church. The
building and property had been pur-

chased by the Catholic residents the

year before. The $1,500 used to pur-

chase and improve the property came

fi-om Dr. Joseph Kelly of Philadelphia,

who made the grant for the purpose of

furthering Catholicism in North Caro-

lina. It was in memory of Dr. Kelly's

deceased son, Aloysius Kelly, that St.

Aloysius Church was dedicated.

Benedictines from Belmont Abbey
visited Hickory to celebrate Mass from

that point in time, although the liturgy

was said only four times that year.

Soon, Masses were said monthly and, in

1928, Benedictine Father Anthony

Mayer began celebrating Mass on a

weekly basis.

By that time, some 50 Catholics

lived in the Hickory area. The congre-

gation looked to expand its facilities,

and property on the edge of Hickory

city limits was purchased in April

1937. A year later, which marked the

silver jubilee of the St. Aloysius commu-
nity, a new brownstone church was

dedicated by Abbot Vincent Taylor of

Belmont Abbey Sept. 25, 1938.

The years during World War II

saw Masses added for the Naval cadets

who were stationed at Lenoir-Rhyne

College. Parish growth continued

through the next two decades; organi-

zations and programs were developed

and a newly constructed rectory en-

hanced parish life.

In 1944, Hickory was removed
fi"om the jurisdiction of Belmont Abbey

and was welcomed into the Diocese of

Raleigh. The first resident pastor of the

new diocesan church. Father William

McShea, also began celebrating Mass in

Burke County and in Morganton,
thereby establishing missions in those

areas. In 1947, a rectory was added to

the growing church complex.

By the early 1960s, parishioners

again saw the need to build a larger

church, thanks in part to an increased

Catholic population due to expanded

industrialization in the area. More than

SAINT ALOYSIUS CHURCH
921 Second Street, NE

Hicl^ory, NC 28601

(828) 327-2341

Vicariate: Hickory

Pastor: Father Edward Sheridan

Parochial Vicar: Father Jose Enrique

Gonzalez

Deacons: Rev. Mr. Hugo May (retired);

Rev. Mr. Thomas Rasmussen

Number of Families: 1,375

Father Edward Sheridan

400 people made up the congregation,

and on May 10, 1963, then-Msgr.

Michael J. Begley— later to become the

founding bishop of the Diocese of Char-

lotte — preached the sermon at the

dedication Mass of the new redbrick St.

Aloysius Church.

The St. Aloysius parish continued

to thrive. During the 1970s, the parish

established a new church in Newton.

That church, St. Joseph the Worker,

was dedicated on Labor Day, 1978, and

remained a mission of St. Aloysius

Church until attaining parish status in

1980.

In 1986, Maryvale Sister Mary
Norman joined the St. Aloysius Church

staff as the faith formation director and

confirmation catechist. The Mar3rvale

Sisters, whose pastoral ministry is to as-

sist diocesan priests at the parish level,

helped St. Aloysius Church fi-om their

motherhouse located nearby in Vale.

In 1987, Father Wilbur Thomas
was assigned as pastor, and continued

expansion over the years has notably

included a new multipurpose, three-

story complex that houses a sanctuary

with a capacity for 750 people. The
complex, dedicated in 1993 by then-

Bishop Emeritus Michael J. Begley, also

houses classrooms, offices, meeting
rooms, a nursery, a music room and a

parlor.

This fourth church to be occupied

by St. Aloysius seats 520 and is de-

signed for a parish of 800 families. The
building was designed to interconnect

with other buildings on the site. The old

church, now renamed Sebastian Chapel,

is being converted to a chapel for daily

Mass. The red brick church is a multi-

purpose parish hall.

St. Aloysius Church proudly serves

within Hickory's broader Christian and

secular communities. The church pro-

vides financial and/or volunteer sup-

port to community outreach programs,

including Adult Life, Alzheimer's Asso-

ciation, Cooperative Christian Ministry,

Family Care Center of Catawba Valley,

Habitat for Humanity, House of Mercy,

Martin Luther King Jr. Committee,

Pregnancy Care Center, Rape Crisis

Center, Right to Life, Southmountain

Children's Home and Unique World
Gifts.

Parish programs include the

Christmas Giving Tree, clothing drives.

Meals on Wheels, Harvest of Hope
Walk, homebound visitation, Red Cross

BloodmobUe, Respect Life and visitation

of the sick.

Although the beginnings of St.

Aloysius Church were meager back in

the early years of the century, the parish

family has grown to include 1,375 reg-

istered families. The church has weekly

Masses in Spanish on Saturday eve-

nings and Sunday afternoons, and

monthly Masses for the Hmong and

Lahu parishioners.

In addition to its former mission, St.

Joseph Church, St. Aloysius is also the

mother church to St. Charles Borromeo

in Morganton, St. Francis in Lenoir and

the Holy Trinity mission in

TaylorsvUle.

Father Edward Sullivan, now pas-

tor for almost six years, is assisted by

Father Jose Enrique Gonzalez, paro-

chial vicar, and Rev. Messrs. Hugo May
and Tom Rasmussen.

Much has occurred in Hickory

since that group of 12 celebrated

Mass for the first time in 1913, and St.

Aloysius Church stands as a monu-
ment to the enterprising spirit of its

parish community. Enriched by the

leadership of dedicated priests and

deacons, the assistance of faithful nuns

and lay people, St. Aloysius Church

prepares for a bountiful harvest of se«

vice in its future.

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinos
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Snow much fiin

atholic students work in winter wonderland

Courtesy Photo

Ifhile other Triad-area schools were closed due to bad weather Jan. 9, third-graders at St. Pius X
•chool in Greensboro "study" the composition of snow crystals during their science class. Principal
lark Akerman reported that only a few students missed school that day

Despite Iraq war, ambassador says

U.S.-Vatican cooperation flourishes

'NEVER, EVER' DID POPE
DESCRIBE U.S.-IRAQ
WAR AS IMMORAL, SAYS
AMBASSADOR

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY —
Vith bombs dropping in

laghdad, Iraq, and words fly-

ig at the Vatican, 2003 was
ot an easy year for U.S. am-

bassador to the Vatican Jim
Nicholson.

The war in Iraq created a

diplomatic minefield for

Nicholson as he pressed
Vatican officials for some level

ofsupport— or at least under-
standing — of the U.S. posi-

tion: that it was time to use

armed force against Saddam
Hussein.

As the U.S.-led "war on
terrorism" advanced in other

ways, the Vatican raised ques-

tions about the wider legal and
political implications. Some-
times it seemed like open
season on the world's only su-

perpower, with cardinals,

Vatican experts and Catholics

scholars weighing in with
critical comments.

But despite the perception

of tensions U.S.-Vatican rela-

See VATICAN, pages
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Serving Triad Hispanics

Hispanic Center welcomes first

program director
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LIVING THE LEGACY

Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr honored at

memorial celebration
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE— Martin
Luther King Jr.'s life may
have ended nearly three de-

cades ago, but his dream and
spirit live on.

Almost 100 people gath-

ered for the annual diocesan

Martin Luther King Jr. cel-

ebration at Our Lady of Con-
solation Church in Charlotte

Jan. 10.

Themed "Empowering
O urselves for Leadership
Within Our Church and
Community," the event, spon-
sored by the diocesan African

American Affairs Ministry,
featured workshops and fo-

cused on the life of Rev. King,

who challenged and helped
foster positive changes to seg-

regation and racial discrimi-

nation in the United States in

the 1950s and '60s.

After his assassination in

1968, Rev. King became a

symbol of protest in the
struggle for racial justice.

"Martin Luther King Jr.

was not a Catholic, but he was
a good Christian ... a speaker

of the Gospel who found him-
self in a situation where he
srfw an injustice that we today
consider to be outrageous,"
said Joseph Powell, chairman
of the Commission for African
American Catholic Ministry
for the Diocese of Metuchen,
N.J.

"He had the gumption
and the will to stand up and
say 'this is wrong' and 'we
need to change this,' which is

See KING, page?
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Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Joseph Powell of the Diocese of Metuchen, N.J., discusses
involvement in parish life during the annual diocesan Martin Luther
King Jr. celebration at Our Lady of Consolation Church in Charlotte

Jan. 10.

A Look Inside

The Catholic News &
Herald
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Fighting for Life

'Life principles' theme of

March for Life
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own bacl<yard

TO SHARE THEIR HAIR

Lawmakers who back abortion,

euthanasia told not to receive Communion

LA CROSSE, Wis. (CNS) — Arch-

bishop Raymond L. Burke formally noti-

fied Catholic lawmakers in the La Crosse

Diocese they cannot receive Communion

if they continue to support procured

abortion or euthanasia.

The four-paragraph canonical noti-

fication, published in the Jan. 8 issue of

the La Crosse diocesan newspaper, called

upon Catholic legislators in the diocese

"to uphold the natural and divine law

regarding the inviolable dignity of all

human life."

'To fail to do so is a grave public sin

and gives scandal to all the faithfid," it said.

Archbishop Burke, who is to be in-

stalled Jan. 26 as St. Louis' new arch-

bishop, released the canonical notifica-

tion along with a 10-page pastoral letter

to Catholics in the La Crosse Diocese

about their political responsibility to up-

hold the value of human life.

"Catholic legislators who are mem-

bers of the faithful of the Diocese of La

Jte§"planner

CNS PHOTO BY Shawn D. Ellis, Michigan Catholic

Teacher Sandra Gonzales braids a student's cut hair before sending it off to Locks

of Love. Several members of her class at Our Lady of Guadalupe Middle School for

Girls in Detroit agreed to donate their hair to the nonprofit organization that

maizes and donates wigs for children who have lost their hair due to diseases or

accidents.

Catholic school students find

that haircuts can help others
DETROIT (CNS) — Seven stu-

dents from Our Lady of Guadalupe

Middle School for Girls have learned

that, in order to give, sometimes you

have to put your heads together.

Or, in this case, your hair.

In December, the students each do-

nated at least 10 inches of their hair to

Locks of Love, a nonprofit organization

that makes and donates wigs for chil-

dren who have lost their hair due to

diseases or accidents.

"It's important because some kids

don't have hair," said Lorena Galvan, a

fiflh-grader at the middle school, "and I

just want to help out."

Locks of Love, based in Florida,

takes hair donations by mail. The girls

found the organization while trying to

find a community service project on the

Internet.

Following the directions on the

Locks of Love Web site at

www.locksoflove.org, the girls had their

hair tied into ponytails, clipped and sent

to the organization. Donated hair should

be at least 10 inches long.

"That's actually how most of our

volunteering takes place," said Amy
Weeks, volunteer coordinator for Locks

ofLove. "We don't solicit for any money,

salon participation or any ponytails,"

she told The Michigan Catholic,

archdiocesan newspaper of Detroit.

Most of the hair that's donated to

Locks ofLove goes to help children who

lost their hair fi-om alopecia areata, a

disease that affects more than 2.2 million

children in the United States and causes

the body to become allergic to its own

hair.

Locks of Love also makes wigs for

children who have lost their hair because

of other diseases, burns or animal at-

tacks.

Each wig the nonprofit company

produces takes six months and costs

about .$1,000 — money raised through

donations. The average hairpiece fi-om a

for-profit business costs between $3,500

and $5,000.

'What's really neat is that, once (the

wigs are) on the child, it's like having

real hair," said Weeks.

Locks of Love has helped 1,100 chil-

dren since it was founded in 1997.

Crosse and who continue to support

procured abortion or euthanasia may

not present themselves to receive holy

Communion ... until such time as they

publicly renounce their support of these

most unjust practices," the notification
'

said.

The .two documents followed De-

cember secular press reports that Arch-

bishop Burke sent private letters to three

Catholic legislators in the diocese," warn-

ing them of the spiritual dangers of their

votes against human life. According to

Archbishop Burke, none of the lawmak-

ers accepted his invitation for a private

meeting to discuss their voting records,

and in letters to the bishop indicated

they were not open to changing their

positions.

"So the notification became a neces-

sity in order that the faithful in the dio-

cese not be scandalized, thinking that it

is acceptable for a devout Catholic to also

be pro-abortion," said the archbishop.

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE — The St.

Francis of the Hills Fraternity of the Secular

Franciscan Order meets the fourth Sunday

of each month 3-5 p.m. at Immaculate

Conception Church, 208 7th Ave. West.

Visitors and inquirers are welcome. For

more information, call Helen Gillogly,

SFO, at (828) 883-9645.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA— St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors

the Oratory ofDivine Love Prayer Group in

the parish house the second and fourth

Tuesday of each month at 1 p.m. Call

(336) 372-8846 for more information.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

HUNTERSVILLE — Boys and girls

ages 10 to 14 are invited to participate in

the local level of competition for the

Knights ofColumbus Free Throw Champion-

ship. The local competition will be held

Jan. 19 at l p.m. at St. Mark School,

14740 Stumptown Rd. The Knights of

Columbus Free Throw Championship is

sponsored annually with winners pro-

gressing through local, district and state

competition. International champions

are announced by the K of C interna-

tional headquarters based on scores from

the state-level competitions. Participants

are required to furnish proof of age and

written parental consent. For entj-y forms

or additional information contact either

Dick Christian at (704) 948-7730 or John

Bottoms at (704) 957-3915.

MINT HILL — Looking for a way to ge

closer to God this year? Put your nev

year's resolution into practice by taking th"

Alpha Course. Alpha is a video lecture series

and supper club that meets Friday nights

through March 19. Register by calling

(704) 573-702 1 or e-mail

mcnuccie 1 @bellsout.net.

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd., is sponsoring a pro-

gram to welcome back inactive Catholics

and/or those who have left the Church but

are interested in returning to the practice of

the Catholic faith. The Catholics Returning

Home series will meet Jan. 11-Feb. 15,

3:30-5 p.m. For more information, call Sue

Johnson at (704) 333-8028.

CHARLOTTE — All women are invited to

join Women in tlie Word for weekly gather-

ings for prayer, reflection on Sunday scrip-

ture, music and sharing experiences oi

Christ in daily life. The group meets each

Thursday, 9:45-1 1;45 a.m. in the familj

room of St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Provi-

dence Rd. For details, call Linda Flynn ai

(704) 366-9889. For childcare reserva-

tions, call Jurga Petrikene at 704) 907-

0205.

CHARLOTTE — The Charismatic Prayei

Group of St. Matthew Church will host ;

Prayei- Service for the Sick at St. Matthev

Chapel, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy

the third Monday of each month at 7:3(

p.m. For more information, contact Barbar

Gardner at chlt5nc@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE— Christians in Career Tran
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope asks that Christ's

baptism light the way for

eveiy Christian
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II asked that Christ's baptism
illuminate the way for every Christian

and offer fresh light and strength for

their journey of faith.

Before praying his Sunday Angelus
Jan. 1 1 from the window of his studio in

the Apostolic Palace, the pope reminded
the hundreds of people gathered below
in St. Peter's Square that the day cel-

ebrated the feast of the Baptism of the
Lord— when John the Baptist baptized

Jesus in the Jordan River as a symbol of
repentance from sin.

According to the Gospel ofLuke, the

pope said, the Holy Spirit descended on
Jesus in the form of a dove and a voice

sition is a ministry of St. Matthew Church,
8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., devoted
to helping people in career crises. The
meetings take place on the first and third
Monday of each month 7-9 p.m. in the con-
ference room. For more information, call

Rev. Mr. Jim Hamrlik at (704) 576-0456.

HUNTERSVILLE — Natural Family Plan-
ning classes are held the third Wednesday
of every month at 7 p.m. at St. Mark Catho-
lic Church, 14740 Stumptowrn Rd., Room
-200. Classes are taught by Dr. Matthew
Harrison. All are welcome to attend, no reg-
istration required. Call (704) 948-0231 for
directions and more information.

CHARLOTTE — The Ladies Ancient Order
of Hibernians Division 1 Mecklenburg
County-St. Brigid, an Irish-Catholic social

md charitable inter-parish group, meet the
third Wednesday of each month at 7:30
3.m. at St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Provi-
dence Rd. Anyone interested in their Irish-
catholic roots, call Jeanmarie Schuler at

704) 554-0720 for further information.

CHARLOTTE — Thank God It's Friday
TGIF), a weekly support group for sepa-
ated and divorced women, meets the third
:^nday of each month at 7 p.m. in the St.

Vlatthew Church parish center, 8015
Ballantyne Pkwy., with a potluck dinner
vith a guest speaker from the community.
FGIF is a healing ministry sponsored by
Catholic Social Services, Charlotte Re-
gional Office and St. Matthew Church. For
letails, call Trish Wilson at (704) 543-
5986.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

lIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of
>dary Church, Johnson St. and Skeet Club
Id., will offer free basic and intermediate
Spanish classes Thursdays. 7-8:30 p.m.
'lasses begin Jan. 15 and end Feb. 19. To
agister, call Nancy Skee at (336) 884-
>522.

JREENSBORO — The Adult Faith For-
(lation ministry of St. Pius X Church, 2210
I Elm St., will present "A Tale ofFaith and
4edicine" Jan. 29 at 7 p.m. A physician will
hare his journey of faith that led him to
ruly give the gift of life to a young woman,
or more information, call the church office
;t (336) 272-4681.

IICKORY VICARIATE

^EWTON — Bishop Peter J. Jugis will

from heaven was heard to say, 'Tou are

my beloved Son. On you my favor rests."

The pope said this event marked the
first public showing of Christ's messi-
anic identity after the adoration of the
Magi, who looked upon the newborn
Jesus as a messianic king.

Thirty years later at his baptism,
"We see him consecrated by the Father
in the Holy Spirit," said the pope.

"Jesus comes as the 'lamb of God' to

take away the sin of the world," he said.

"And as we celebrated the Incarnation of
God with Christmas, we are invited to

continue contemplating the face of Jesus— the human face ofGod, the divine face

of man."

t ffwff^attend a prayer service at St. Joseph
Church, 720 W. I3th St., Jan. 25 at 7:30
p.m. to celebrate the IFeek of Christian
Unity. Members of area churches are also
invited, and a light reception will follow
the service. For more information, call

the church office at (828) 464-9207.

HICKORY — A Charismatic Mass is cel-
ebrated the first Thursday of each month
in Sebastian Chapel of St. Aloysius
Church, 921 Second St. NE, at 7 p.m. For
further information, contact Joan Moran
(82.8)-327-0487.

NEWTON — The Little Flowers Catholic

Girls' Group is for all Catholic girls ages
five and up. The group meets the fourth
Monday of each month at St. Joseph
Church, 720 West 13th St., at 4 p.m. in

the Holy Family Hall. For more details,

call Debbie Vickers at (828) 495-2039.

HICKORY — A Grief Support Group
meets the second and fourth Wednesday
of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the parlor of
St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second St. NE.
For more information, call the church of-

fice at (828) 327-2341.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — Learn Natural
Family Planning taught by the Couple to
Couple League. A four-part series of
classes will begin Feb. 15 at 1:30 p.m. at

St. Leo the Great Church, 335
Springdale Ave. For registration and in-

formation, call Stephanie and Todd
Brown at (336) 765-2909.

CLEMMONS — Holy Family Church,
4820 Kinnamon Rd., offers Eucharistic
Adoration every Thursday. Exposition
begins at 6 p.m. and benediction is at 9
p.m.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing
Companions is a grief support group for

the bereaved that meets the first and
third Thursdays of the month in confer-
ence room B at St. Leo the Great Church,
335 Springdale Ave. For further details,

call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

Please submit notices of parish events for

the Diocesan Planner at least 15 days prior

to the event date in writing to Karen A. Evans

at kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704)370-3382.

Pope changes Ash Wednesday schedule

due to declining health
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II will skip a traditional

Ash Wednesday liturgy this year in a

historic Rome church, the latest sched-
ule cutback caused by the pontiffs de-
clining health.

The Vatican announced that instead

of traveling across the city to place ashes
on the foreheads of the faithful the pope
will do so at the Vatican.

The liturgy in the Paul VI audience
hall will take the place of the pope's
regular general audience, the Vatican
said Jan. 10.

In 1979, the pope revived the prac-
tice of leading an Ash Wednesday pro-
cession on the Aventine Hill, then dis-

tributing ashes to cardinals, bishops and
religious at the Basilica of Santa Sabina.

He said he instituted the ceremony
because he felt strongly that the Lenten

season "cannot pass unnoticed."

The effects of arthritis and a thigh
bone operation, along with symptoms of
a neurological disease, have made it in-

creasingly difficult for the pope to walk
or stand. Several years ago, he gave up
participation in the Ash Wednesday
procession, but continued to bless and
distribute ashes.

This year, the pope's health
forced him to cancel two early Janu-
ary liturgies he had instituted at the
start of his papacy: Masses featuring
the ordination of bishops and the
baptism of babies.

Despite his infirmities, Vatican offi-

cials said recently the pope has not ruled
out future international travel. He re-

portedly has received invitations to visit

Switzerland, Austria, France and
Mexico this year.

Heavy metal

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Residents carry scrap metal salvaged from the debris of a fire that gutted a squatter
colony in Manila, the capital of the Philippines, Jan. 13. The seven-hour blaze
destroyed the residences of more than 20,000 people, who were temporarily
sheltered in government centers.

THIS MONTH IN -1996
COVENANT RENEWED
Calling the rift between their churches "a scandal of division," North Carolina's Roman Catholic and
Lutheran bishops renewed the five-year-old covenant between the two churches Jan. 1 4, 1 996.
The three bishops— then-Bishop Williann G. Curlln, Bishop F. Joseph Gossman of Raleigh and
Bishop Mark Menees of the Synod of North Carolina—Evangelical Lutheran Church in America— signed three copies of the Lutheran-Catholic covenant, originally signed in 1 991 by Bishop
Gossman, Archbishop John F. Donoghue and Bishop Michael CD. McDaniel.
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SERVING HISPANICS IN THE TRIAD

Hispanic Center welcomes

first program director
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

HIGH POINT — Tania Castillero

has ambitious goals for the Triad area:

she hopes to provide vital services to the

growing Hispanic conimunities in High

Point, Winston-Salem and Greensboro.

The Piedmont-Triad Office of

Catholic Social Services recently hired

Castillero as its first foil-time program

director of the Hispanic Center ofCatho-

lic Social Services.

As director, Castillero will supervise

two part-time counselors and work with

community and parish leaders, prima-

rily addressing the needs of the Hispanic

community.

David Harold, Piedmont-Triad Of-

fice director of Catholic Social Services,

said Castillero will be an asset to the

center for a number of reasons.

. 'Tania has a combination of coun-

seling and administrative experience,"

he said. Also, Castillero, a native of

Panama City, Panama, is bilingual in

English and Spanish, which is difficult

to find in a counselor.

Since earning her master's degree in

counseling fi-om Wake Forest Univer-

sity in Winston-Salem, Castillero has

been working part time as a counselor,

primarily with Hispanic clients. She as-

sisted them in a number of areas, includ-

ing acculturational stress, or stress due

to adjusting to the American culture;

domestic violence; depression; and be-

havioral problems in schoolchildren.

As program director, Castillero has

a daunting job ahead of her and some

ambitious goals. She said she plans to

establish stronger connections within

the churches and communities of High

Point and Greensboro. Her office will

also provide referrals to bi-lingual coun-

selors, who are in short supply in the

Triad area.

Castillero named several crucial ar-

eas of need in the Hispanic community.

Medical referrals, immigration services,

tutoring and educational workshops are

called for in the Triad, in addition to

proficient bilingual counselors.

Harold said Castillero already

Tania Castillero is the new program

director of the Hispanic Center in High

Point, serving Hispanics throughout the

Triad area with a variety of services.

knows the Greensboro and High Point

areas well and she will be a part of a

collaborative effort to serve Hispanics in

those communities.

In the High Point office, Castillero

wants to develop a program for the His-

panic community encouraging Hispanic

children to become more involved in

school activities. The Hispanic Center

will further provide translation services

and establish strong connections with

other organizations that provide ser-

vices to Hispanics. She also plans educa-

tional workshops for both Anglos and

Hispanics.

"As a Catholic, I believe there are so

many ways members of the Catholic

Church can come together as a commu-

nity," said Castillero. "The community

needs to support more Catholic educa-

tion and parish involvement."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A.

Evans by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-

ma il kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?
The Hispanic Center in High Point

is looking for volunteers. For more

information, call (336) 884-5858.

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 . (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

Driverswanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing Could Be Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!

'FIRE' up your faith
Upcoming rally to transform lives^ inspire faith

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

FORT MILL, S.C. — The South-

east FIRE Rally, a dynamic, one-day

Catholic event for adults, will be held at

the Charlotte Bobcats Training Center

in Fort Mill March 13.

The event is designed to ignite par-

ticipants' faith experiences through

powerful, challenging talks on Faith, In-

tercession, Repentance and Evangelism.

Speakers will be the nationally recog-

nized FIRE team consisting of

Franciscan Father Michael Scanlan, a

Third Order Regular Franciscan; Sister

Ann Shields, superior of the Servants of

God's Love in the Diocese of Lansing,

Mich.; Ralph Martin, founding president
'

of Renewal Ministries and founding edi-

tor ofNew Covenant magazine; and Pe-

ter Herbeck, director of missions at Re-

newal Ministries.

"The rally will provide Catholics

with an opportunity to surrender their

lives more completely to the Lord Jesus,

and to allow the living Lord to trans-

form their lives personally," said Michael

Coyle, associate coordinator of Good

News Ministries, sponsor of the FIRE

Rally.

According to Coyle, "Good News

Ministries is committed to providing

evangelistic events which foster personal

conversion to our Lord Jesus Christ, cel-

ebrate the blessings of God's reign

among us and build up the life of the

Catholic Church in the Carolinas."

Coyle fiarther explained that attend-

ees will be impacted by God and em-

powered to live the Gospel mandate "Go

and TeU."

'The FIRE Rally is definitely part of

the new evangelization taking place

within the Church," he said.

"Through a profound experience of

Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy

Spirit, the FIRE Rally will undoubtedly

awaken an awareness of and instill a

greater commitment to the person of

Jesus and the mission of the Church,"

said Coyle.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte

and Bishop Robert J. Baker of Charles-

ton, S.C. will celebrate the FIRE Rally's

closing liturgy. Bishop Baker will be the

homilist of the closing liturgy.

The rally will include vibrant, in-

spiring music by Hearts of Fire from

Durham, a bookstore and a ministry

fair.

To welcome Spanish-speaking par-

ticipants, a limited number of Spanish

translation headsets will be available.

WANTTO GO?
The original Southeast FIRE Rally in 1 999

sold out several weeks in advance. Regis-

ter early for this event by calling Good News

Ministries at (704) 521-9949 or visit

www.fireministry.org/charlotte.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evan

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mai

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

125,000 people will read
these words this week!

^ Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S nam here

LOW ad rates - eas^for small businesses and

OVTHQLIC
individuals, tool

Call (704) 370-3332 now! NEWS^^RALD

Peace, Tranquility

Toll free 888-536-7441

(Hickory residents: 828-327-7441

You've heard about our attributes,

but have you experienced them?

Call the Catholic Conference Center

today and get in on what you're missing!

fPf if
i 111 ' \i

The Catholic
Confereciice

Cenfer

Checkout ourweb^e
www.catholicconference.org

info@ cathoiicconference.org
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Remembering Rev. King
Annual celebration commemorates activist's life and legacy

KING, from page 1

very consistent with Catliolic social

teaching," said Powell, who led a work-
shop on parish involvement.

"There is a lot more to being a good
Catholic than just attending Mass on
Sundays," he said. "(I tried to) get them
thinking about how they can make
their parish better, and how they can
reach out to a wider community."

"There are a lot of issues around the
world that the faithful should be in-

volved in," said Ralph McCloud, direc-

tor of the justice and peace ministry
with the Diocese of Fort Worth, Texas.
"The United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, in their document
'Faithful Citizenship,' encourages
people to get involved."

Leading the workshop on political

involvement, McCloud hoped in this

election year that "people see the con-
nection between their political responsi-
bility and their faith."

Because people are made in the im-
age and likeness of God, "we are in

solidarity with our brothers and sisters

laround the world," said McCloud.
"When we hear ofpeople dying in other
\places in the world, that should impact
js."

"We have a responsibility to be ac-
tive in the mission of Jesus Christ," said

Powell. "Catholic social teaching de-
mands respect and justice for all human
Deings."

"We have to embrace Catholic so-
:ial teaching," said McCloud. "We can't
)e Catholic without it."

Rev. King's call to conversion is one
)f the great legacies of the civil rights
eader, said speakers at a Jan. 17, 2003
)rayer breakfast sponsored by the U.S.
)ishops' Secretariat for African Ameri-
an Catholics and Secretariat for Ecu-
nenical and Interreligious Affairs.

Rev. King "spent, and even gave.

C
CG

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku^ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Ovmed
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Photo Kevin E. Murray

Approximately 80 people learned about parish and political involvement at the
annual diocesan Martin Luther King Jr. celebration at Our Lady of Consolation
Church Jan. 10.

his life for a call to conversion that's

based on Christ," said Msgr. David
Malloy, an associate general secretary
oftheUSCCB.

Msgr. Malloy said the values Rev.
King refers to in his 1964 "Recovering
Lost Values" sermon were to "respect
each other. Respect life. Respect and
worship God."

Yet many of the injustices Rev.
King fought against 40 years ago still

exist today, said McCloud.
"Rev. King was very big against

the war in Vietnam, and now we have
similar conflicts in Iraq and Afghani-
stan," he said. "The whole notion of the
United States policing the rest of the
world was something he spoke out
against, as well as the poverty and rac-

ism that we still see."

While in Memphis, Tenn., to sup-
port striking black workers in 1968,
Rev. King was assassinated April 4 by
James Earl Ray, an escaped white con-
vict.

'We must realize that the struggle
continues. It's not something that has
ended with Rev. King's death," he said.

"He left a legacy not just for any one
individual leader or minister but a
legacy for all of us."

"It's important for us to recognize
that, to promulgate that and continue
to foster his ideas and to pass that on to
future generations," said Powell.

"Time has a way of letting us for-

get," he said. "Many of us have forgot-
ten or don't want to remember how

Phoro Bi Kivin E, Murra;

Ralph McCloud of the Diocese of Fort
Worth, Texas, discusses involvement in

political life at the annual diocesan
Martin Luther King Jr. celebration at Our
Lady of Consolation Church Jan. 10.

difficult it was for black people in this

country, and what sacrifice Rev. King
and others made in order for us to reap
the benefits of being Americans. It

didn't happen by magic. People suf-
fered and some died in order for us to be
where we are."

"We have to be the ones to tell the
story, for the generation that lives now
knows nothing about the struggle,"
said McCloud. "We must tell them in a
very personal way that is passionate
and clear, or they will have no way of
knowing the difference between George
Washington and Martin Luther King."

McCloud encouraged people to get
involved in the education of young
people.

"Have a presence in the schools —
volunteer, speak to classes. Hold the
schools to a higher accountability," he
said. "Plant seeds. We may never know
what comes of planting those seeds, but
we know what will happen if we don't— nothing."

Rev. King was born Jan. 15, 1929,
in Atlanta. The federal holiday to mark
his birthday comes on the third Mon-
day of January, and this year falls on
Jan. 19.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334
kemurray@charlottedtocese.org.

or
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Carolina
,

Catholic ^
BookLshoppe

t Special Cards
t Religions Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) .334-3313

4410-F Monroe Road, Charlorre, NC
www.carolinacatholicbooks.com
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and growth in the Blue Ridge Mountains
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Please callfor a brochure and free video
or visit our Web sites.
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Timberlake for Boys
1123 Montreal Road

Black Mountain, NC 28711
828-669-8766

www.merri-mac.com
www.camptimberlake.com
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Charlotte Catholic bets

on Panthers
CHARLOTTE — Charlotte

Catholic High School and Father

Judge Catholic High School in Phila-

delphia agreed to a friendly wager

regarding Jan. 18's championship

football game between the Panthers

and the Eagles.

The wager: If Carolina wins, Fa-

ther Joseph Campellone, Father Judge

High School's president, will award

Gerald Healy, Charlotte Catholic's

• principal, with, an authentic Philadel-

phia cheese steak sandwich.

If the Eagles win, Healy will offer

Father Campellone some legendary

local Carolina barbeque, donated by

the Ole Smokehouse in Charlotte.

To show their support for the

Panthers, Charlotte Catholic students

were permitted to break from dress

code on Jan. 15 to wear Carolina Pan-

thers attire.

"We wanted the students to be

involved in the excitement and this

gives them a chance to sport their

favorite Panthers wear," said Jennifer

Johnson, Charlotte Catholic's director

of development. "It's a great way for

us to support the Panthers as a school

community."

Providence Sister Kathleen

Marie Cronin dies

Former teacher taught in Winston-Sakm

National honor society inducts

Belmont Abbey students

Delta Epsibn Sigma

welcomes 22 new memhers

BELMONT — Belmont Abbey

College's Gamma Iota chapter of

Delta Epsilon Sigma, the national

scholastic honor society of Catholic

colleges and universities, inducted 22

new members this fall.

To be eligible for membership, stu-

dents must be full-time juniors or se-

niors and have a minimum cumulative

grade point average of 3.4. Rajive

Tiwari, a Belmont Abbey associate pro-

fessor, is the group's faculty advisor.

New inductees include:

— Linda Patrice Belk, Carol Doty

Capps, Georgenia Lynne Luckey,

Lisa D. Summers and Elizabeth A.

Sweeney, all from Charlotte;

— Katherine F. Boswell, Timothy

D. Bowling, Thomas S. Caldwell,

Carol Home Crouse, Carol Nicole

Garver, Angela D. Sanford and

Priscilla L. Smith, all from Gastonia;

— Jaimee D. Hanafm and Tho-

mas Walter Plecnik, both from

Belmont;— Sherri Green of Lincolnton

and Amber E. Nichols of Kings

Mountain;— Katherine Suzanne Bogie of

Jupiter, Fla.; Emily Susan Charlton

of Mount Pleasant, S.C.; Sean Patrick

Dunne, of Lighthouse Point, Fla.; Jen-

nifer Helene Gray of Virginia Beach,

Va.; Sarah Katrina James of Austell,

Ga.; and Matthew Louis Watkins of

Longwood, Fla.

Belmont Abbey College, named

one of the country's leading private

liberal arts colleges by U.S. News and

World Report, is located in Belmont,

15 miles west of Charlotte. The 650-

acre campus consists of the college,

the monastery and the Abbey Ba-

silica.

Nearly a thousand students call

the Abbey home. The students, with

diverse religious and cultural back-

grounds, represent more than 18

countries and 34 states and pursue

undergraduate degrees in a number

of liberal arts course offerings.

Founded in 1876, the college cel-

ebrates its heritage and is inspired by

the Benedictine monastic tradition.

Listed on the National Register of

Historic Places, the college and Abbey

basilica greet thousands of visitors

each year.

SAINT MARY-OF-THE-
WOODS, Ind. — Providence Sister

Kathleen Marie Cronin died Saturday,

Jan. 3 in Mother Theordore Hall at

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods in Indiana.

A Mass of Christian burial was

held in the Church of the Immaculate

Conception, and she was buried in the

Cemetery of the Sisters of Providence

in Saint Mary-of-the-Woods.

Sister Kathleen was born Mary

Irene Cronin in Chelsea, Mass., on

Dec. 6, 1916. She entered the Sisters

Y^ouenuni

EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE
February 6-7, 2004

Please join us to visit the

Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament

in tianceville, Alabama.

Friday: tour EWTN studios

Saturday: visit the Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament

for Adoration, Mass and healing service - then return home

late Saturday

Motor coach, hotel, snacks and drinks on the bus are all

included for $1 1 5.

For information and registration, call PattI Dameron at

New Covenant Bookstore in Winston-Salem: (336) 760-1673

of Providence on Sept. 10, 1936, pro-

fessed first vows on March 11, 1939
,

and final vows on Jan. 23, 1945.

She was an educator and taught

in schools staffed by the Sisters of

Providence in California, Illinois, In-

diana, Maryland, Massachusetts,

New Hampshire and North Carolina,

where she taught at Our Lady of

Mercy School in Winston-Salem and

St. Therese School in Wilson.

Sister Kathleen is survived by

sisters, nieces and nephews.

CORRECTION

Father Edward Sheridan was misidentified in the Parish Profile in our last issue.

DISTANCE-LEARNING OPPORTUNITY!

Earn a Graduate Degree or Certificate in

Religious Education or Pastoral Studies

The Loyola Institute for Ministry offers a fully accredited

graduate education and certificate program throughf its

extension program.

Come to an information session about LIMEX, distance

learning in a local setting through Loyola University

of New Orleans.

Sunday, January 25: 12:30 pm AND 2:00 pm

St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church

2715 Horse Pen Creek Road, Greensboro

For more information contact Frank Villaronga, D.Min., at 704-370-3274 or

favillaronga@charlottediocese.org.
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BLACK JACK - POKER
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MUSIC - DJ

TICKETS:
$30 SINGLE, $50 PAIR

**IWent/onth/sacl and

rece/Ve 25 FREEgmmg chipsl

>o«o«o«o«o«o

Saturday, January 24
7-11 pm

St. Ann's Catholic Church
3635 Park Road, Charlotte

(corner of Hillside Avenue)
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Diocesan newspaper continues

mission of evangeiization

Photo by Tim Faragher

Kevin E. Murray, editor, and Karen A. Evans, staff writer, review proofs of tfie Jan.

16 issue before sending them to Mullen Publications, the newspaper's printer.

THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD

Editor's Note: This is the first in a

new series, "A Look Inside, " that will ex-

plore the various departments and minis-

tries ofthe Diocese ofCharlotte.

CHARLOTTE— "With this inau-

gural issue of The Catholic News & Her-

ald, the Diocese of Charlotte embarks
on a new, exciting and challenging ven-

ture."

Then-Bishop John F. Donoghue
wrote those words in a column for the

first The Catholic News & Herald Sept.

6, 1991. In the almost- 13 years since

that issue, the diocesan newspaper has

progressed in style and presentation,

yet has remained committed to its core

mandate — "a voice for evangeliza-

tion," as Bishop Donoghue wrote.

"It's an honor to be editing an

award-winning diocesan newspaper,"

said Kevin E. Murray, editor. "The
newspaper is a great way to unite the

faithful in the words and deeds of God
and his people across the 46-county
Diocese of Charlotte and beyond."

Pope John Paul II has described

the Catholic press as a missionary in

disseminating the truth and stated

that the Catholic Church cannot ac-

complish its mission without a vigor-
ous Catholic press.

"In a time when the Catholic
Church has been under attack, espe-

cially in the secular press, the Catho-
lic media — and a strong diocesan

publication — are essential to

spreading the truth and messages of

the Church and diocesan authority,

as well as the saving message ofJesus
Christ," said Murray.

Foundingissues
The Catholic News & Heralds cre-

ation was the result of months of hard
work by dedicated people — specifi-

cally, the task force that studied the

feasibility of establishing a diocesan

newspaper and the original staff who
implemented the first issues.

NC Catholic, the newspaper of the

Diocese of Raleigh, continued to serve

the Diocese of Charlotte long after its

founding in 1972.

But by 1991, Bishop Donoghue felt

"the Church of Charlotte had grown to

the point where it was large enough
and mature enough to sever the strings

that bound us to our Mother Church"
and initiated a newspaper that "could

address more directly the needs and
concerns of all Catholics in the western
part of our state."

"I am deeply indebted to Bishop (F.

Joseph) Gossman and the staff of the

NC Catholic for the many years of dedi-

cation and fruitful services it provided
for all of us in the Diocese of Charlotte,"
he wrote.

As publisher. Bishop Donoghue—
by default, a diocese's bishop becomes
the publisher of its newspaper — in-

tended The Catholic News & Her'alds

mission to "share the good news with
our brothers and sisters, especially

those who have fallen away from the

Church, and with the thousands of

people who are unchurched and have

never had the opportunity to learn

about Christ."

Admitting it was a 'large order,"

Bishop Donoghue wrote it was a "reason-

able goal, ifwe all share the responsibility.

... I call upon all our people to support this

new initiative in our diocese."

Spreading the news
While some Church events on the

national and international scale are im-
portant, Murray believes the diocesan

newspaper should focus primarily on
the Diocese of Charlotte.

"Many readers have indicated this

opinion to me," said Murray. "It coin-

cides with research by the Readership

Institute at Northwestern University

that reveals readers want 'intensely lo-

cal, people-centered news.'"

The late Bob Gately, who served as

the newspaper's first editor until 1995,

wrote he intended "heavy emphasis on
the activities of our parishes, missions

and diocesan agencies and institu-

tions."

"Some readers have felt The Catho-

lic News & Herald strayed a bit from
that emphasis in recent years, so we've

been persistent in returning to the ini-

tial goals," said Murray. "Over the last

year, we have doubled our local cover-

age and restructured the newspaper for

a more reader-friendly presentation."

"But effectively covering a 46-

county diocese is, as Bishop Donoghue
said, a large order, especially for a small

staff such as ours," he said.

The current newspaper staff con-

sists of five people — an editor, staff

writer, graphic designer, advertising

representative and secretary.

"Our editorial staff consists of just

two people, but we all work together as

a team to put out a quality newspaper,"

said Murray.

"And as each parish and mission is

abundant in stories of people living the

life of Christ and making a difference in

this world, the newspaper has taken—
and continues to take — steps to in-

clude them among its pages," he said.

The Catholic News & Herald utilizes

a "talented and dedicated group of cor-

respondents who live around the dio-

cese," said Murray. "They often cover

the events which we can't attend."

Murray said the "Catholic angle" is

the primary consideration in selecting

news stories.

"We want to tell good stories that

relate to people's lives, but those stories

must have a Catholic angle," he said,

"because the stories also have to relate

to their faith. The stories— and some-
times the photographs— that have the

most impact are what we aim to put on
page one."

Point of contact
In the past year, Murray has also

attempted to establish contacts in each

of the 9 1 parishes and missions across

the diocese.

"Normally, the contact person is

the pastor, but often pastors have a lot

going on and delegate to others, some-
times the deacon, secretary or someone
else in the parish," said Murray.

The contacts are people from
which The Catholic News & Herald can

learn about parish events, ministries,

outreach programs, newsworthy pa-

rishioners "and anything else we might
have missed in their parish bulletins,"

said Murray.

Many parishes and Catholic
schools in the diocese submit news and

photographs of their events on a regu-

lar basis, said Murray.

"These are the stories that often

run without bylines, or photos that run
with 'Courtesy Photo' credits," said

Murray. "In my Nov. 21 column, I

encouraged readers to send in more of

these submissions. They often provide

coverage of events in the various vi-

cariates, or of parishioners accomplish-

ing noteworthy things."

When taking a photograph for

publication, Murray suggests avoiding

the t3qjical "grip-n-grins."

"Grip-n-grins are photos of people

standing and staring at the camera.

They make for the most uninteresting

photos," said Karen A. Evans, staff

writer. "I would suggest experiment-

ing with different angles."

"I like to either get down on one
knee and shoot up, or stand on some-
thing and shoot down — these make
for more appealing photos," said

Murray.
The Catholic News & Herald will

also remain proactive in providing
readers with the news fi-om the pope
and Vatican, the U.S. bishops and other

items that relate to their lives and faith,

said Murray. Reviewing and evaluat-

ing films and books in accordance with

Catholic teaching, for example, will re-

main an important aspect of the news-

paper because our readers look those

these reviews for guidance.

Ads on stage

The newspaper is currently funded

through parish assessments and ad-

vertising.

"Parishes have collections and
schools have tuition, but both often

have fundraisers to help support their

operations," said Murray. "Similarly,

the newspaper relies on advertising to

help support its operation."

"We advertise the 'good news' of

many local companies in the Diocese of

Charlotte," said Cindi Feerick, adver-

tising representative. "It gives them a

stage with credibility to reach their

market effectively yet inexpensively."

With over 66 percent of readers

reading every issue, it pays to advertise

in a diocesan newspaper, according to

research gathered by the Simmons
Marketing Research. Ads in secular

newspapers account for 65-75 percent

of the publication's space and are often

perceived as hype on the part of the

advertiser; Catholic newspapers aver-

age only 20-40 percent advertising,

making the ads stand out.

In addition, they offer the percep-

tion of credible advertisers because

they are in "the Church paper," one that

has different guidelines for the types of

See CN&H, page 13
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US.-Vatican relations flourish

CNS PHOTO FROM Catholic Press Photo

U.S. Ambassador to the Vatican Jim Nicholson listens as Pope John Paul II gives his

"state of the world" address to diplomats Jan. 12 at the Vatican. The pope urged

the international community to help the Iraqis "retake the reins of their country"

Despite the perception of tensions, U.S.-Vatican relations have weathered 2003

with remarl^able resilience, said Nicholson.

— in Rome on several key themes:

— Religious liberty, with Supreme

Court Chief Justice Antonin Scalia ex-

pected to be a main speaker.

— Food, starvation and biotechnol-

ogy — including genetically modified

foods, a topic the U.S. Embassy has

taken up repeatedly with Vatican offi-

cials as a moral issue for the new millen-

VATICAN, from page 1

tions have weathered 2003 with re-

markable resilience, Nicholson said in an

end-of-the-year interview with Catholic

News Service Dec. 30.

Cooperation between the U.S. gov-

ernment and the Vatican far outweighed

areas of disagreement, the ambassador

said, primarily because of a shared inter-

est in promoting human dignity, reli-

gious freedom and other basic values

around the world.

"U.S.-Vatican relations are very

good. Ironically, they remained good

throughout that imbroglio of Iraq be-

cause we're engaged in so many other

ways. I call it our foundation of shared

values," Nicholson said.

That context of cooperation is im-

portant to keep in mind, he said as the

embassy gears up for events in 2004 to

mark the 20th anniversary of full diplo-

matic relations between the United

States and the Holy See.

To commemorate the anniversary

and to give it added impact, Nicholson

and his staff are organizing conferences

mum.— Slavery in the 21st century, fol-

lowing up an embassy-sponsored and

Vatican-supported conference in 2002

on human trafficking.

— The need for "new legal instru-

ments" to deal with stateless terrorist

groups.

The last topic is a big one, and

Nicholson said it's clearly a concern of

Pope John Paul II, who raised it in his

recent World Day ofPeace message. The

ambassador said that among the ques-

tions to be addressed would be the type

of pre-emptive action that can legiti-

mately be taken against terrorist organi-

zations.

Nicholson, a 65-year-old former Re-

publican National Committee chairman

in his first diplomatic post, acknowl-

edged that war and peace issues domi-

nated his talks at the Vatican over the

last 12 months.

But he thinks U.S.-Vatican differ-

ences over the war in Iraq have been

exaggerated — in part, he said, because

"peripheral voices" are sometimes taken

as Vatican policy.

'TSfever, ever, did the pope say it

would be immoral for the United States

to go into Iraq, or that war is immoral,"

the ambassador said. He said the pope

recognized that civil authorities have the

ultimate responsibility to make deci-

sions on those questions.

Nicholson said the Iraq war high-

lighted one of the big challenges of his

job: "taking the measure of statements

that emanate fr-om different quarters of

the Vatican."

A recent example was when Cardi-

nal Renato Martino, president of the

Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace,

complained about televised images of

Saddam Hussein after his capture and

said U.S. forces had treated him 'like a

cow" by checking his teeth.

That prompted Nicholson to go

straight to the Secretariat of State, where

Cardinal Angelo Sodano assured him

that Cardinal Martino was speaking for

himself and not the Holy See, the ambas-

sador said.

Does the Vatican send mixed sig-

nals when it allows cardinals, Roman
Curia officials and other church experts

to speak their minds on international

issues?

"I think it's a problem for the

Vatican, because when someone like

Cardinal Martino speaks up as he did,

it's often interpreted — including by

people in my country — as the Vatican

speaking," Nicholson said.

Nicholson believes there's more

sympathy than generally believed for

U.S. actions in Iraq, particularly among

Iraqi Catholic leaders. He said that when

he recently met with Iraq's newly elected

Chaldean Patriarch Emmanuel III, the

patriarch's first words were: "Thank you

join our Oratom Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHER
As priests 3nd l3y men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus i^inistry Hospital Chaplains

F/nd out more about serving God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 11 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

for coming to my country and freeing

my people."

Moreover, there's a constant current

of collaboration between the United

States and the Vatican that doesn't reg-

ister on the headline news ticker,

Nicholson said.

In the field of religious freedom, for

example, the Vatican has at times re-

quested that President George Bush ap-

ply some pressure in the international

arena.

"Twice (the Vatican) has asked the

president to intervene in Russia, and

twice he has. Twice they've asked him to

intervene in China, and twice he has,"

Nicholson said.

"The president is very well-liked

and respected here by the pope and the

Curia," he said.

The ambassador doesn't spend all

his time meeting with Vatican officials.

Recently, he's been lecturing in the

motherhouses ofsome religious orders in

Rome, promoting a U.S.-funded training

program on human trafficking.

In January, the embassy is sponsor-

ing a two-week course on recognizing

and helping human trafficking victims.

Most of the students are women reli-

gious, who will return to their home

countries, and train more workers in the

field.

Nicholson also helped conceive a

Jan. 17 concert at the Vatican by the

Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. The

ambassador sees it as a "reconciliation
.

event" because it features an American

orchestra led by a Jewish conductor, ac-

companied by a Muslim choir from

Istanbul, all playing for the pope and

other Vatican dignitaries.

At the end of his second flill year in

what he calls a "fantastic" job, Nicholson

said he is increasingly inspired by Pope

John Paul's determination in the face of

physical frailty. The pope shows an "un-

daunted spirit" and seems to thrive on

the challenges presented by his declining

health, the ambassador said.

"He keeps an awful lot of people

busy. He continues to think big and

strategically, he continues to try to be a

force for reconciliation ... and he contin-

ues to have great resonance," he said.
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'Life principles' tlie tlimst,

Uieme of 2004 Marcli for Ufe
Bishop Jugis to celebrate Mass day of rally

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON (CNS) — To
observe the 31st anniversary of the

Supreme Court's Roe vs. Wade deci-

sion that legalized abortion virtually

)n demand, sponsors of the annual
Vlarch for Life have chosen "Build

Jnity on the Life Principles" as the

:heme for the Jan. 22 rally on the

lUipse and march to the U.S. Capitol

ind Supreme Court buildings in

^Vashington.

"Some people think unity is ev-

irybody holding hands, and we all be

lice to one another," said Nellie Gray,
vho has directed each March for Life

;ince the first one in 1974.

"We're not talking about that,"

ihe said. "We're talking about unity

n the life principles — no exceptions,

10 compromises."

Gray defines possible exceptions

ind compromises as "life of the
nother, health of the mother, rape,

ncest, a deformed child and all that."

The March for Life Education &
Defense Fund states as the life prin-
liples:

— "The life of each human being
hall be preserved and protected from
hat human being's biological begin-

ling when the father's sperm fertil-

zes the mother's ovum."
— "The unalienable right to life

pndowed by our Creator vests in each
luman at fertilization."

— "There must be equal care and
>rotection for each born and preborn
luman."

— "When in doubt opt for life."— "When two or more humans
re in a situation in which their lives

re mutually endangered, all avail-

ble ordinary means and reasonable
fForts shall be used to preserve and
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Participants in the 2003 March for Life head toward the U.S. Capitol on their way to

the Supreme Court building in Washington Jan. 22. Hundreds of thousands of people
are expected for the 31st annual march and accompanying activities this year,

which mark the 1973 Supreme Court decision in Roe vs. Wade that legalized abortion

on demand.

to protect the life of each human so

endangered."

Gray said the life principles also

apply to euthanasia.

North Carolina Cathqlics, includ-

ing Bishop Peter J. Jugis, will join the

The
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thousands of pro-life activists at the

March for Life, the biggest event sur-

rounding the Supreme Court's Roe
vs. Wade and Doe vs. Bolton anniver-

saries.

"The March for Life is an oppor-
tunity to be a public witness for the

sanctity of life," said Maggi Nadol,
diocesan Respect Life coordinator.

"This allows our legislators to hear
that we will not compromise when it

comes to protecting human life."

The March for Life Education &
Defense Fund will sponsor a conven-
tion at a Capitol Hill hotel Jan. 20-2

1

that will include a session on prob-
lems facing the pro-life movement.
Convention speakers include Gray,
Priests for Life founder Father Frank
Pavone, Human Life International

president Father Thomas Euteneuer,

journalist Russell Shaw and two
Pennsylvania Republicans in the U.S.

House, Reps. Melissa Hart and
Patrick J. Toomey.

A capacity crowd is expected to

jam the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
for its annual National Prayer Vigil

for Life, which begins with a Jan. 21

vigil Mass with Cardinal William H.
Keeler of Baltimore as principal cel-

ebrant and homilist.

Bishop Jugis will celebrate Mass
for North Carolinians at the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
at 10:30 a.m. Jan. 22.

Marchers are invited to stay in

the basilica's lower level to sleep over-

night and participate in various ser-

vices, including a rosary, confessions,

hourly holy hours, night prayer and
morning prayer, winding up with a

morning Mass celebrated by Cardi-

nal Edward M. Egan of New York.
Before the march, a youth rally

and Mass will take place at the MCI
Center, downtown Washington's pro
sports arena. The rally will feature

musician Steve Angrisano and
Franciscan Father Stan Fortuna, the

"rapping priest," followed by Mass
celebrated by Washington Cardinal
Theodore E. McCarrick. Bishop Paul
S! Loverde of Arlington, Va., and
other bishops will be concelebrants.

Also before the march, the Na-
tional Pro-Life Religious Council will

host the National Memorial for the

Pre-Born and Their Mothers and Fa-
thers at an undetermined Senate of-

fice building on Capitol Hill. The free

ecumenical event will include prayer,

praise, music and awards. Guests will

include actress-singer Melba Moore
and Alveda King Tookes, niece of the

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

After the march. Priests for Life

will host a "Silent No More" vigil on
the steps of the Supreme Court. Ex-
pected to participate are Moore,
Tookes and actress Jennifer O'Neill.

The March for Life's annual Rose
Dinner will be held Jan. 22, following
the rally and march. The guest
speaker will be Pepperdine Univer-
sity constitutional law professor Dou-
glas Kmiec, talking on "Life and the

Necessary Relationship Between Law
and Morality." Kmiec had been dean
of the law school at The Catholic Uni-
versity of America, Washington.

American Collegians for Life will

conduct a weekend student leader-

ship conference at Catholic Univer-
sity Jan. 23-25 to which high school

juniors and seniors are welcome. The
keynote speaker is Dr. Bernard
Nathanson, the onetime abortionist

who later became an ardent abortion

foe and a Catholic.

Staff Writer Karen A. Evans con-

tributed to this story.

WANT TO GO?

Representatives from the Diocese
of Charlotte will participate in the

following activities:

Jan. 21 — Mass at 8 p.m. at the National

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.

Jan. 22 — Mass celebrated by Bishop

Peter J. Jugis for North Carolinians at

1 0:30 a.m. at the National Shrine of the

Immaculate Conception.

Jan. 22 — Rally at the Ellipse near the

White House at 12 p.m.

For more information, contact Maggi

Nadol, diocesan Respect Life Coordina-

tor, at (704) 370-3229.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

A Catholic leader in the

stm^e to end anti-Judaism
REVIEWED BY EUEGENE FISHER

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Like the name of its author, "In

Search of the Sacred: Dr. Eva Fleischner,

Pioneer Catholic Theologian" is

Heavenrich. It chronicles the life and

faith of a Catholic, lovingly written by a

practicing Jew.

The author, Herbert S. Heavenrich,

calls Eva Fleischner "a pioneer Catholic

theologian" and a leader in "the ongoing

process of ending Catholic-Christian

anti-Judaism." He also describes her as

"the most spiritually developed person I

have ever known." I can only concur,

having known and worked with

Fleischner for the past three decades

through the U.S. Catholic bishops' See-

In Search of the Sacred; Dr.

Eva Fleischner, Pioneer

Catholic Theologian," by

Herbert S. Heavenrich. 1st

Books (Bloomington, Ind.,

2003). 147 pp., $12.50.

retariat for Ecumenical and Interreli-

gious Affairs.

Born in Vienna in 1925 to a Catholic

mother and a Jewish father who later

converted to Catholicism, Fleischner

was raised Catholic fi-om birth. In 1938,

her happy, upper middle-class chQdhood

ended when Hitler annexed Austria. She

was ostracized as a Jew by many of her

classmates, including her best friend.

The family left for England and, ulti-

mately, America.

After graduating from college,

Fleischner met the man she still calls

"the love of my life." They became en-

gaged. But while in France on a

Fulbright scholarship she became in-

volved in a circle of young Catholic

women whose purpose was to attain a

more authentic spiritual Christian life.

The group was led by Father (later Car-

dinal) Jean Danielou. "It was only then,"

Fleischner told Heavenrich, "that I dis-

covered the 'deep nature' of the church

and fell in love with it"— and with God.

Calling off her engagement,

Fleischner returned to America and

joined the Grail, a group of Catholic lay

women dedicated to "permeating the

world with their joyous Christian

spirit." With the Grail, Fleischner was

an early leader in the catechetical and lay

ministry movements at the time of the

Second Vatican Council, work for which

she is well remembered in both commu-

nities to this day. It is not surprising that

in 1965, at the age of 40, she was one of

the first laywomen to apply to the doc-

toral program in the theology depart-

ment at Marquette University, nor is it

surprising that she was accepted.

In her studies, she found "one theme

kept cropping up" which shocked her—
the theme of anti-Judaism. She found it

in the writings of early church fathers as

well as in medieval and even modern

theologians. She wrote her dissertation

on Judaism in German Christian theol-

ogy since 194'5. She has gone on to

publish other groundbreaking books

and numerous articles in the field of

Catholic-Jewish relations and to serve as

an adviser to the U.S. bishops and the

Holy See.

This biography shows the great

debt of gratitude the Catholic Church

owes Fleischner for her life of love, self-

sacrifice and joyful grace.

A moving autobiographical essay

by Fleischner appears in the recently

published "Faith Transformed: Chris-

tian Encounters With Jews and Juda-

ism." In this collection of essays, edited

by John Merkle and published by Litur-

gical Press, 1 1 Catholic and Protestant

scholars write of how dialogue with Ju-

daism has enriched their Christian faith.

I have an essay in it myself, so I cannot

presume to review it. But the Christians

you will meet there have some marvel-

ous stories to tell! Just ask Eva

Fleischner!
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WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JAN. 25, 2004

Jan. 25, Third Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Nehemiah 8:2 4a, 5 6, 8 10

Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 15

2) 1 Corinthians 12:12 30

3) Luke 1:1 4; 4:14 21

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

When the chapel at the U.S. Air

Force Academy in Colorado was in

the planning stages, I remember
reading about the theological and de-

sign concerns that this particular

building presented. The challenge of

housing worship spaces for Jews,

Protestants and Catholics in one

magnificent building led to the cre-

ation of a chapel that is both an archi-

tectural and ecumenical masterpiece

with the towering Rocky Mountains

as its backdrop.

Since it opened in the 1960s, I

have visited the chapel several times.

On each ofmy visits some facet of this

building reminds me that the love of

God and the love of the word of God
can provide a common ground where

people from diverse backgrounds can

meet and worship.

One of the most unforgettable

spots for me resides in the outer wal

of the Jewish chapel, a glassed in dis-

play space easily viewed by everyone

There, behind the glass, rests a cop3

of the Torah tl^at had been hidden h

a wall during World War II and wa:

discovered by a European demolitioi

crew years after the war. As I stoo(

before this sacred artifact, I wonderec

about faith and the fate of the persoi

who hid it so well. I also wonderec

what I would hide if I were in thi

midst of terror and death.

In today's first reading, Ezra th<

priest reads the law to an assembly o

people of all ages. The word of God i

something the people need to heai

Lives and relationships need mend
ing. Ezra not only reads the wore

but he explains it in terms the mer

women, boys and girls can under

stand and apply to their own live;

His message is a message assemblie

of worshipers down through the age

have longed to hear: God loves us an

wishes to strengthen us.

The truth of the word has th

power to change us. It is truly a caus

for celebration.

Questions:

How do you work to keep th

word of God present in your famil

and the wider community? Whs
threatens its continuing presenc

among us?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 18 - JANUARY 24

Sunday (Second Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 62:1-5, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, John 2:1-1

Monday, 1 Samuel 15:16-23, Mark2:18-22; Tuesday (Sts. Fabian and Sebastian), 1 Samuel 16:

13, Mark 2:23-28; Wednesday (St. Agnes), 1 Samuel 17:32-33, 37 40-51, Mark 3:1-6; Thursdi

(St. Vincent), 1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7, Mark 3:7-12; Friday, 1 Samuel 24:3-21, Mark 3:13-1

Saturday (St. Francis de Sales), 2 Samuel 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27, Mark 3:20-21

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 25 - JANUARY 31

Sunday (Third Sunday in Ordinary Time), Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10, 1 Corinthians 12:12-30, Luke 1:

4; 4:14-21; Monday (Sts. Titus and Timothy),2Timothy 1:1-8, Mark 3:22-30; Tuesday (St. Ang«

Merici), 2 Samuel 6:1 2-1 5, 1 7-1 9, Mark 3:31 -35; Wednesday (St. Thomas Aquinas), 2 Samuel 7

17, Mark 4:1 -20; Thursday, 2 Samuel 7:18-19, 24-29, Mark 4:21-25; Friday, 2 Samuel 11:1-4, 5-1

13-17, Mark 4:26-34; Saturday (St. John Bosco), 2 Samuel 12:1-7, 10-17, Mark 4:35-41
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Tearl Earring' is colorful,

yet unimpressionable
BY ANNE NAVARRO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS) — Evoca-
tive colors and lighting turn director

Peter Webber's "Girl With a Pearl

Earring" (Lions Gate) into an atmo-
spheric drama. But its slack narrative

and slow pacing prevent this charac-

ter-driven film from fully resonating

with its audience.

Adapted from Tracy Chevalier's

best-selling novel, "Girl With a Pearl

Earring" provides a fictitious backdrop

to the eponymous, famed painting by
Dutch artist Johannes Vermeer, played

with glowering intensity by Colin Firth.

Cinematically, the film is a gem, imitat-

ing with keen strength the painter's cho-

sen palette of blues, yellows and sepia-

toned hues. Screenwriter Olivia Hetreed,

who worked with Chevalier, understood

the entrancing power that unconsum-
mated love holds over an audience —
and has kept the deeply felt passions

simmering just below the boiling point.

Sixteen-year-old Griet (Scarlett

Johansson), a good Protestant girl, is

forced to support her family after her

father, a textile painter, has a terrible

accident that leaves him blind and
maimed. She finds employment as a ser-

vant in the Catholic house of Vermeer
(her mother warns her against the "bad
influence" Catholicism could have on
her), run under the severe eye of the

painter's bourgeois mother-in-law,
Maria (Judy Parfitt). Maria has what in

today's world would be called a head for

business, lobbying wealthy patrons
such as Master van Ruijven (Tom
Wilkinson) to buy Vermeer's work, and
thereby keeping her perpetually preg-

nant daughter, Catharina (Essie Davis),

in the luxuriant style to which she has

grown accustomed.

When Vermeer forms an attach-

ment to Griet, whose interest in the

artist's work allows her entry into his

world — carefully mixing colors and
cleaning his studio — Catharina grows
suspicious, then indignant. But Maria,

concerned mainly with the bottom line,

sees that Griet-as-muse means money
and clandestinely encourages the alli-

ance between painter and servant. Ten-
sions are heightened by van Ruijven's

lascivious manner as he senses the grow-

ing attraction and arranges to have
Griet painted alone by Vermeer, hoping

to cause trouble. Meanwhile, Griet en-

tertains a marriage proposal fi-om her

lover, the local butcher boy (Cillian

Murphy), even as she grapples with her

growing feelings for Vermeer.

Despite the friction created, the

actual story about a servant girl who
inspires a famous portrait by the

17th-century master is less involv-

ing. Johansson looks every bit the

part with porcelain skin, liquid eyes

and full, ripe lips that seem to natu-

rally be pouting. But her character's

growing interest in artistic pursuits— despite her entrapment in a class

that is destined to serve others — is

left by the wayside.

Firth's Vermeer is moody and dis-

tant, yet he is made almost laughable by
a ridiculous, stringy, long-haired wig
placed precariously upon his head. The
story's villains are all too conventional

with their behind-the-scenes machina-
tions and selfish motives.

"Girl With a Pearl Earring" has

moments of true beauty. But it takes

more that fine cinematography to create

a totally moving film.

Because of a sexual encounter and
brief violence, the USCCB Office for

Film & Broadcasting classification is

A-III — adults. The Motion Picture

Association of America rating is PG-
13 — parents are strongly cautioned.

Some material may be inappropriate

for children under 13.

LAST WEEK'S ANSWERS

SEASON'S END

I, i ^Cj^uitij or*t
consolidate

High-Interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

LOW Interest

S interest-only

Programs

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

e

Interest Rate: 3.75%.*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:
Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

No Payment
until

Marth 20041

No
Out-of -Pocicet

Closing costs

/'// help you realize your home ownership dreams.

*Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

Intflesi lau- shown is Prime (4%). minus 1/4%. based on 80% or less LTV'. Subject to underwriting conditions.

Life meets Hollywood:

Upcoming film on pope

draws ire of biographer
BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican

usually braces itself when the life and
times of notable religious figures gets

ready to hit the screen. But a fresh

maelstrom may be building over an
upcoming made-for-TV movie about

the life of Pope John Paul II.

This coming October, the film

biopic "Karol" is scheduled to debut on
Silvio Berlusconi's Channel 5— one of

the Italian prime minister's three
channels in his Mediaset empire. The
TV "fiction" was meant to be based on
the Vatican-approved book, "Stories of

Karol: The Unknown Life ofJohn Paul
11" written by Gian Franco
Svidercoschi.

But Svidercoschi — after reading

the film's first treatment — has de-

nounced the direction the screenplay

has taken, saying "it invents too much
and doesn't present the man as he re-

ally was."

In an interview Jan. 8,

Svidercoschi said he initially had faith

in the endeavor to turn his 2001 book
into a fictionalized TV serial. But the

early film chapters have changed some
details from the book.

Svidercoschi said one scene shows
a 19-year-old Karol Wojtyla and his

father running down the streets of
Krakow trying to escape bullets from
Nazi air gunners roaring overhead.

In reality, Svidercoschi said, Karol

pushed his father off" the road into a

field in an attempt to keep the live

rounds from hitting him. The screen-

play version shows the fictional Karol

throwing himselfon top of his father in

the middle of the street, ready to take

the bullets himself

Svidercoschi said, "Such an alter-

ation tries to turn a 19-year-old young
man into someone already pope-like

and divine. Changing details that

don't need to be changed for dramatic

effect takes away from understanding

the real boy, the real man that eventu-

ally became pope."

By selling the film rights of his

book to Taodue production company,
Svidercoschi admitted the film writers

and producers could do whatever they

want to the story.

"A little creativity, a little fantasy

is not a bad thing, but it must be done
intelligently. But so far, these changes
misrepresent Karol Wojtyla and make
him into someone he's not. If that's

how it's going to be, I don't want to be-

involved," he said.

Svidercoschi said he would pull

his name from the movie and not allow

it to say it was based on his book if the

film presents too-fictionalized a person

from the one he feels is the real Karol

Wojtyla.

"My book was read by the pope
and read by the Vatican's secretary of

state," Svidercoschi said.

"When they heard it may be

made into a movie, I received a letter

from the secretary saying they were
pleased to learn about the prospects

of a film version and they added they

hoped it would adhere to the content

and spirit of my book, 'Stories of
Karol,'" he said.

Svidercoschi was vice director of

the Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore

Romano, in 1983-85. He collaborated

with Pope John Paul on the pope's

autobiography, "Gift and Mystery:
On the 50th Anniversary of My
Priestly Ordination."

Svidercoschi said his 30 to 40
years of journalistic experience have
given him an accurate picture of Po-
land and its favorite son, Karol
Wojtyla.

"I think movie writers are afraid of
life," Svidercoschi said.

"Perhaps they think only fiction

can be dramaj:ic and captivating. But
the pope's life is already so incredible

and gripping, there is absolutely no
need to invent a thing," he said.

But along with the criticism of try-
ing to make Karol, as a young man,
look "divine," Svidercoschi said the

film is also trying to politicize Karol as

a little boy.

"There's a tendency in the movie
business to feel there always has to be

an adversary, a nemesis testing the

protagonist," Svidercoschi said.

"In this film, they've created a

young schoolboy who hates Jews for a

variety of reasons," Svidercoschi said.

"Well, we all know the story of

Karol being best friends with Jerzy

Kluger — a Jewish classmate who
shared a classroom desk with Karol.

They played soccer together, the two
boys' families were good friends," he

said.

"When young Karol defended his

friend, Jerzy, from taunting school

bullies in real life, he did it because

Jerzy was his friend," Svidercoschi

said.

But the film, he said, presents a

Karol who is "politically correct" —
protecting Jerzy from abuse solely be-

cause he is a Jewish boy in need of

defense.

"To politicize the motives of a 9-

year-old boy is to misunderstand the

real process that happened later on in

Karol's life that led him, as an adult, to

stick up for and defend Jews in the face

of anti-Semitism," Svidercoschi said.

But Svidercoschi's consultations

and criticisms may have made a differ-

ence. Early attempts at turning a the-

ater actress who worked with Karol

from the time they were teens into a

longing romantic admirer were
scrapped when Svidercoschi insisted

such a love story would be a lie.

"I just think these people don't

know what they're doing," he said.

"We can't fictionalize what has made
Karol Wojtyla the man and pope he
is now."
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'Real World' of faith

Catholic families, culture
Former MTV star urges college

students to let faith shine

BY JULIE GREENE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ORLANDO, Fla. — At times ener-

getic, slightly irreverent and comical

and other times serious and contempla-

tive. Matt Smith of "The Real World

New Orleans" fame shared the highs and

lows of keeping the faith as the closing

keynote speaker at the National Catholic

Student Coalition's 20th annual leader-

ship conference in Orlando Dec. 31 -Jan.

4.

In front of about 400 Catholic col-

lege students, alumni and campus min-

isters, the former cast member ofMTV's
hit reality show "Real World" and recent

Georgia Tech graduate focused on the

conference's theme of "Ask Me Why I'm

Catholic!"

"I come from a big Catholic family.

My dad was a convert. He was baptized

Episcopal and met my hot Catholic

mama at a Newman Center dance. Then

they got married and had six kids," said

Smith, who is also a national spokesman

for Life Teen.

He described his family as Catholic

hippie-types who helped launch a foster

home community in North Carolina.

His parents and later he and his

siblings were heavily involved in a local

parish. "We were the family who always

stayed after the church breakfast and

put up the tables and chairs," he said.

He recalled awkward times at pub-

lic school where few people knew he was

Catholic. Even so, he maintained his

faith.

Smith looks up to "Catholic heroes"

and the "communion of saints" who have

not been afraid to stand up for what they

believe in, people like his campus minis-

ter at Georgia Tech, Blessed Mother

Teresa of Calcutta and St. Francis of

Assisi.

He recalled visiting Assisi, Italy,

during World Youth Day 2000 and the

impact it had on him in the wake of his

"Real World" experience.

"It was awesome to think that only a

few hundred years ago, he was here,

standing up for his faith," said Smith,

reflecting on the life of St. Francis. The

saint, whom he called Frank, had gone

from riches to rags by choice.

"Frank was a cool dude for his day.

He was in a band. He was a street fighter

and a member of a gang who got beat up

and was kidnapped by a rival gang but

the one thing that he feared more than

an3rthing else was lepers," he said. "And

after he had this vision— what does he

do? He goes up and kisses a leper. He
faced his greatest fear."

As a Life Teen spokesman, he takes

every opportunity to share his faith with

young people and encourage them to

stand firm in their convictions.

Life Teen groups meet at about 800

Catholic parishes in the United States,

Canada and 1 1 other countries. Follow-

ing a teen Mass on Sunday evenings, the

groups hold 'life nights" offering discus-

sion, education and social activities.

'When you live out your faith it

does cause trouble," Smith said.

Such an opportunity presented itself

recently when he signed on to be part of

another MTV reality series called "The

Gauntlet," which brought alumni from

"The Real World" and "Road Rules" to-

gether to compete in 14 physical and

mental challenges. Taping for the show

was done last September.

In the first episode he spoke about

chastity, criticized Playboy magazine,

read the Bible and put a crucifix on the

wall above his bed in the house "The

Gauntlet" competitors shared in TeUu-

ride, Colo.

"I almost got voted off the first epi-

sode ... one girl said she considered her-

self a Christian but told the group, 'Matt

is so Christian it makes me uncomfort-

able.' When I heard that, I was cheering.

Vote me off, vote me off'"

Instead he was given priest-like sta-

tus in the house, often lending an ear to

cast mates who confided in him, though

not everyone liked the personable red-

head. One girl challenged him about his

promise to remain a virgin until mar-

riage.

"She really put me on the spot —
asking me if I dated a girl for three years

would I get with her then," he said. "I

told her if I dated a girl for three years I

should probably be ready to get off the

pot and marry her."

At least one cast mate defended

him, and before the end of the show,

cast members could be seen wearing

Life Teen T-shirts. They even prayed

over him before he tackled the chal-

lenge that eventually led to his elimi-

nation. "It was so powerful," he said. "I

thought it was so cool that they would

do that."

He urged the college students not to

be afraid to stand up and cherish their

faith. He ended his talk with a quote

from St. Francis: 'Who you are before

Jesus is who you are, nothing more,

nothing less."

Catholic ^
Books ant/GlFTS
3816 South New Hope Rd

( New Hope Small BiifrinPBS Center - Suite # 27 )

Gastonia, NC 28056
5 Miles South of 1-85 Exit 20

704-823-7244
866-823-7244

Toll Free

GIFTS for ALL OCCASIONS

OPEN
Tuesday thru Saturday

10 AM to 6 PM
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Matt Smith, former cast member of MTV's "The Real World," talks with teens at a

late July youth rally in the Diocese of Scranton, Pa. Smith, a national spokesman

for Life Teen ministry, recently shared the highs and lows of keeping the faith as

the closing keynote speaker at the National Catholic Student Coalition's 20th annual

leadership conference in Orlando.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT
CAREGIVERS: CAREGiving is a Joy! Join us

in making a difference in the lives of the elderly.

Non-medical companionship & home care.

Flexible, part-time, day, evening & weekend

hours available. Car needed. Home Instead Se-

nior Care. Call 704.344.9739

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION: Ex-

perienced with master's in theology, religious

education or related field. Send resume and

statement of your vision of faith fonnation to:

Faith Formation Search Committee, St. Paul

the Apostle Catholic Church, 2715 Horse Pen

Creek Road, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax

(336)294-6149; email jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION: Holy

Redeemer Catholic Community in the Outer

Banks of North Carolina is seeking an energetic,

motivated, spiritual individual to be part of a

collaborative pastoral team. Responsibilities

will include working to enhance existing adult

formation .opportunities, including the develop-

ment of small Christian communities; and

working toward whole community catechesis.

Candidate should be a practicing Catholic, with

a combination of training and/or experience in

adult formation. Send resume to: Holy Re-

deemer Catholic Parish, P.O. Box 510, Kitty

Hawk, NC 27949, Attn: Faith Formation

Search Committee, or email

herrityt@raldioc.org.

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY: Our

Lady of Grace Church in Greensboro, NC seeks

a full-time professional with at least a bachelor's

degree in music, and an in-depth knowledge of

Roman Catholic liturgy. Must be fully compe-

tent in both organ and piano, and experienced in

directing both adult and children's choirs. Re-

sponsible for all music activity in a church with

over 2,300 families. Full benefits available. Ap-

plicants who meet these requirements should

send a resume to: OLG Music Ministry, 201

South Chapman Street, Greensboro, NC 27403,

or fax it to (336) 274-7326.

PC SUPPORT SPECIALIST: The Diocese of

Charlotte is accepting applications for a full-

time PC Support Specialist. This position is

primarily responsible for maintaining and re-

placing all applicable computer hardware and

software when needed. Applicant must have an

Associate's Degree in Information Technology,

Computer Science, or equivalent. Applicant

must have at least one-and-one-half year's ex-

perience with pc upgrades and maintenance,

and have at least one-and-a- half year s experi-

ence within a Networking environment and

various Microsoft Operating Systems. EOE.
Please forward resume"" and salary history by

Jan. 29, 2004 to klgeter@charlottediocese.org

or Director of Information Technology, 1123

South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203-4003.

YOUTH MINISTER: Experienced with degree

or certification in youth ministry, theology or

related field. Send resume and statement of your

vision of youth ministry to: Youth Ministry

Search Committee, St. Paul the Apostle

Church, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Road, Greens-

boro, NC 27410; fax (336)294-6149; email

jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org.

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call -Mike "Wilkinson (704) 8+5-

1416.

HOME: Available, that brick 4-bedroom, 2 l/2-

bath country dream home with all appliances

conveniently located on 17+ acres just south of

Charlotte. Rent to own.(704)843-4436.

FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE: Crown Point Office Building.

2101 Sardis Road North, Charlotte. 450 square

feet. $550 per month. Call Paul Johansen 704-

376-1918.

VILLA - HILTON HEAD, SC: 2 bedrooms, 2

baths. Sleeps 6. Golf nearby. Tennis. Beach

access. February 7-14. Call (704) 366-6507.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!

Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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GIBSON SPEAKS

EWTN to air second exclusive witli director

of 'Tlie Passion ofHie Clirist'

IRONDALE, Ala. — EWTN Glo-
bal Catholic Network will air Raymond
Arroyo's second exclusive interview

with Academy Award-winning actor

and director, Mel Gibson, as part of the

international newsmagazine. The
World Over Live.

Their complete conversation will air

434 Charlotte Avenue, R O. Box 11 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

(803) 327-2097

24TH ANNUAL

CARDINAL NEWMAN
LECTURE

Saturday, February 28

9:30 am -4 pm

Bill Huebsch

"GENIUS OF THE HEART:
POPE JOHN XXIII"

The Newman Lecture is an
annual gift from the Oratory to

the regional church to celebrate

the life and ministry of Cardinal

John Henry Newman. Bill

Huebsch is a leader of workshops
and teacher with an expertise in

catechetics, spirituality and
Vatican Council II. No charge or

registration.

on Friday, Jan. 23 at 8 p.m. EDT; Satur-

day, Jan. 24 at 1 a.m. EDT; Sunday, Jan.

25 at 5 p.m. EDT; and Monday, Jan. 26
at 10 a.m. EDT and 1 1 p.m. EDT.

In the interview, Gibson breaks his

silence, speaking for the first time about

charges that his film, "The Passion of the

Christ," is anti-Semitic. He talks about

his bold vision for the project and his

motivation for making the film.

Gibson tells Arroyo, "It reflects my
beliefs— I've never done that before."

He also candidly comments on the

controversy surrounding the movie, his

Make the right move to

finding your dream home.
See Chase first...

because home
ownership matters.

TAILORED MORTGAGE PROGRAMS

• Chase mortgage programs are
tailored to fit your individual needs

• Experienced mortgage specialists

will personally work with you from
application through closing

• A free mortgage affordability

estimate can show you how much
home you can afford*

• A Chase mortgage preapproval will

make you feel more confident
knowing you have "cash in hand"
when shopping for a home

Make the move to Chase Home
Rnance—call today.

Paul McClure

(704) 553-1202

Ext. 203

111 i:u jM'i flL
1 1 i 1 11

lli«'.-0 10,

Toce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

1401 Fatten Ave.

Asheville, NC
(828) 252-3535

72 Long Shoals Rc»d

Aiden, NC
(828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We have been very pleased with the readers' response to our ad in

The Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number
ofpublications and none has produced the interest and response we've received

from The Catholic News & Herald."

— Jill B.Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angels

Catholic ^'^^^ today for low rates to ten over 1 25, 000 readers

NEW344ERALD every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

resistance to altering the film and his

personal commitment to press forward.

"I don't know if I will ever work
again," says Gibson in the interview.

"I've said that this is a career killer and it

could well be, but that doesn't matter

because I don't care."

Based on biblical accounts, the
movie, "The Passion of the Christ," de-

picts the last 12 hours of Jesus' life on
earth and wUl be released in the United
States on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 25.

Arroyo, EWT news director, was on
the film set in Italy during the filming of

CNS PHOTO BY Mary Knight

Mel Gibson met with USCCB general

secretary Msgr. William Fay July 21 to

discuss his upcoming movie, "The
Passion of the Christ."

"The Passion of the Christ" last year, and
is the only broadcast journalist to con-

duct an extended interview with Gibson
about the project.

Bringing the good news to

North Carolina Catholics

CN&H, from page 7

ads that it will accept.

"Research also notes that readers of
Catholic newspapers are more loyal

and more educated than the average
readers of the secular press," said
Feerick. "They also finish higher in in-

come, travel, banking, contributions,

insurance and many other areas than

readers of the secular press."

New look, new attitude

"The newspaper has been blessed

with several great editors and a talented

staff over the years, all of whom have
done wonderful things for the paper," said

Murray. 'They have helped the newspa-
per earn many coveted Catholic Press

Association awards."

Now, said Murray, the staff is trying

to get readers excited again about The
CatJwlic News & Herald.

On August 22, 2002, Tlie Catholic

News & Herald prermered its redesigned

pages, including a new logo, format and
features. Reader response to the new look

has been "overwhelmingly positive," said

Murray.

"The newspaper has come a long
way, and it will continue to progress and
evolve over time," said Murray. "I am
gratefijl for the support and encourage-
ment of Bishop Peter J. Jugis, our bishop;

Msgr. Mauricio W. West, our chancellor;

and Rev. Mr. Curtiss Todd, our vice

chancellor."

"I am also gratefijl for the support and

participation of our readers," added
Murray. "If readers don't see their parishes

in the newspaper often, they should send in

submissions or contact tlieir area's corre-

spondent. This is the readers' newspaper

and we want them to be a part of it."

"Tlie Catholic News & Herald will

continue to be a strong voice for evangeli-

zation in the diocese," said Bishop Jugis.

"It will disseminate the message of Jesus

Christ and 1 consider it an integral part of

furthering the mission of the Church."

Principal

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Raleigh has an opening for principal of its

K-8 school. The search committee seeks a principal with a commitment

to quality teaching, community service and excellence - as well as a

demonstrated ability to lead and to collaborate with faculty, parents

and parish staff.

The search committee seeks candidates who are practicing Catholics,

hold a master's degree, have experience in teaching and 5 years in

education management, and hold (or are capable of obtaining) NC

principal certification. Please submit resume and a one-page statement

of vision for Catholic education by Feb 15 to: Search Committee,

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 2718 Overbrook Dr., Raleigh NC 27608.

Or email OLLSPRINCSRCH@aoLcom.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,

editorials and viewpoints

Letters to

the Editor

Another solution

to holiday

madness
In response to Kevin Murray's

Christmas column ("Jingle all the

way to the mall," Dec. 19, 2003), one

alternative to giving gifts to your

relatives and friends at

Christmastime would be to have

Masses offered for them.

You could send them cards with

notes explaining the Mass will be of-

fered for them. The Catechism of the

Catholic Church on page 356, 1414

states: "As sacrifice, the Eucharist is

also offered in reparation for the sins

of the living and the dead and to

obtain spiritual or temporal benefits

from God."

On a practical level, it is very cost

efficient, it doesn't need to be

wrapped, it doesn't need to be re-

turned, you don't have to rack your

brain figuring out what to get and

you don't need to go to the mall. It

doesn't even matter if they are male,

female or even Catholic. All would

benefit.

Even if they do not like or appre-

ciate this gift, it has no bearing on the

untold spiritual graces they will still

receive, which is why Masses for the

living and dead can be offered at any

time of the year. And by having

Masses offered, you will be support-

ing the many wonderful priests out

there with your stipends. There are

many religious orders as well as mis-

sions who have Christmas cards for

Mass intentions.

Hopefully, this suggestion leads

you to have a less stressful and more
spiritual Christmas season, allowing

you to focus all your time and energy

on Our Lord, the Word made flesh.

— Donna Kelly

Rutherfordton, N.C.

No discount for fallen angels

As I was lounging in the diocesan hot

tub the other day, I got a page about a

visitor to see me. So I teleported down to

the lobby ofthe pastoral center to see who
it was.

To my horror and deep" chagrin, the

devil was waiting on me. He was perus-

ing the latest issue of The Catholic News &
Herald.

"Someone actually lets you print this

stuff, Kevy-boy?" he asked with a grin.

> "What can I do for you, Lu?" I asked.

Lucifer often stands out in the parking lot

and makes faces at our windows to pester

us. By this point, he and I were on a first-

name basis.

"I would like to run an ad," he stated.

"An ad?" I was skeptical. "For what?"

"Let's talk in your office, and I'll tell

you all about it."

So we teleported back upstairs. The
devil's arrival triggered the intruder alert

system, and after I assured the diocesan

SWAT team that Lu was my guest, we
proceeded to my office.

' He tossed a mockup of the ad on

my desk.

"I can't let you run an ad for an

abortion clinic!" I exclaimed.

"Why not?" he asked.

"Abortion is against church teach-

ing," I reminded him. "It's murder."

"Baloney," he huffed. "It's simply the

'termination of pregnancy by the induced

removal of an embryo or fetus (that is

incapable of survival outside the body of

the woman) which results in the death of

the embryo/fetus.'"

'Tou don't actually expect me to be-

lieve that," I said.

"Of course not," he replied. "Heck,

even I know abortion is murder. Why

Murray's

Musings

KEVIN E.

MURRAY
Editor

do you think I'm up here trying to

place this ad. I've got to stoke the

fires, so to speak. So, what kind of

price are we looking at for the ad? Are

there any discounts for fallen heav-

enly creatures?"

"Hold up," I said. 'Tou admit that

abortion is murder?"

"Do you think these horns make me
stupid?" he asked. "If I recall correctly, it

was I who came up with the word 'fetus.'

Rather convenient, don't you think?"

"How so?" I asked.

"An unborn baby's heart begins to

beat between 18 and 25 days after con-

ception. Its brain begins to fijnction as

early as 40 days!" said the devil. "How can

a human with a heart beat and

brainwave activity not be considered a

living being? So 'fetus' is a comfortable

word to help people sleep at night."

"Some people say it's still a woman's

choice because it's her body," I said.

"I've heard that one," laughed Lucifer.

"But when did the government stop tell-

ing people what they can do with their

bodies? People want to put drugs in their

bodies, but lawmakers say no. People

want tattoos on their bodies, but that's

illegal in some states, especially for mi-

nors. I could go on."

Pope says Christ's suffering

frees believers from siavery

to sin
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Through
Christ's suffering and death, believers

are freed from slavery to sin and can live

in justice, righteousness and holiness.

Pope John Paul II said.

At his weekly general audience Jan.

14, the pope said the feast of the baptism

of Christ, celebrated Jan. 11, leads to

reflection on the fact that, out of love for

humanity, he became man and suffered

and died for the salvation of all.

Continuing his audience talks about

Bible readings used in the church's

evening prayer, the pope looked at a

brief account of Christ's suffering and

death from the First Letter of Peter.

St. Peter, who defines himself as an

eyewitness to Christ's suffering, said

Christ was the just one who sacrificed

himself for the unjust in order to lead

them back to God, the pope said.

The passage describes "the attitude

of Jesus" as he faced death,

he said.

After affirming Christ's absolute in-

nocence of any sin, it recounts

The Pope

Speaks

By pope
JOHN PAUL II

his "exemplary behavior inspired

by meekness and sweetness," the

pope said.

'The patient silence of the Lord" in

the face of the insults and suffering he

faced "was not only an act ofcourage and

generosity. It also was a gesture of trust

in the Father," he said.

"His was a total and perfect trust in

divine justice, which guides history to-

ward the triumph of the innocent," the

pope said.

Through Christ's suffering and

death, he said, believers are fi^eed fi-om

slavery to evil and misery

and "can live for justice, that is,

in holiness."

"But, have you ever noticed it's only a

'fetus' when it's to be aborted?" he contin-

ued. "I mean, does anyone get invited to

fetus showers? Does anyone ask a preg-

nant mother how the little fetus is doing?

And, by golly, you'U never hear an ex-

pectant mother exclaim: 'I just felt the

fetus kick!"'

He leaned back in the chair, plopped

his hooves up on my desk and lit one of

my cigars.

'What about abortions in cases of

rape and incest?" I posed.

"Bah!" said the devil. "Pregnancy

from rape is extremely rare. A study of

1,000 rape victims reported no pregnan-

cies. Besides, the circumstance under

which the baby was created has no bear-

ing on its value— it's still a human being.

The only ones who really benefit fi-om

keeping abortion legal are the ones who
profit from it. Speaking of which, can we
get back to my ad now?"

"So, ifyou know abortion is the mur-

der of unborn children, how can you sup-

port it?" I asked.

He leaned forward. 'Wliat? Do I look

like 'the Church Lady' to you?"

"No, but you're supposed to corrupt

souls, not support the murder of unborn

babies," I alleged.

"Four thousand abortions take place

in the United States every day. As long it

continues in this country, souls are being

corrupted, morals are fading and good

people are failing," said Lucifer.

"Abortion is barbaric, it's true, but

the more people stand up for it, the further

they move away from that goody-two-

shoes upstairs," he said. "People don't

know that, and that works out well in the

end for me."

I was troubled. Before I could re-

spond, the Gold Phone rang. It's my
direct line to the Vatican.

"Murray!" shouted the pope. "Get

that devil out ofthere! He'U stain the rug!"

Unbeknownst to many, the pope

actually monitors all dioceses on view

screens in a massive control room
Never one to disobey the Holy Father

I quickly grabbed the devil by tht

neck and dragged him to the window
"Sorry, Lu, I've got to get thee behinc

me," I said, and tossed him out onto thej

street

He was none too happy, and began tc

raise Hell — literally — when th(i

bishop's helicopter swooped in over the

horizon, back from a conference.

"We'll continue this another day

Kevy-boy," said Lucifer, waving his fist ai

me. "Besides, I'm late for brunch witf

Barbra Streisand."

As he scurried off^ I glanced down a

his ad, still on my desk. Sadly, abortion ii

still legal in this country, and 1.6 millioi

women get abortions per year. How,

wondered, could the most advanced na

tion on Earth still condone the senselei

killing of the most precious, the molf

innocent, especially when even the devi

knows it's wrong?

There is no discount for fallei

angels. But will there be salvatioi

for a society that doesn't change it

sinful ways?
Soaking again in the diocesan he

tub, I envied those who were rallying i

Washington for the annual March fo

Life, for I knew God would be ther

with them, wearing his hi-tops, march

ing along, hoping to one day win th

good fight.

i
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Resolutions of the spirit
Some years are tougher than oth-

,ers. This past year was especially

rough for a number of people I know.

From financial and health problems

to family and work issues, many folks

struggled with troubles, large and
small, in 2003.

It makes me think this is going to

be a big year for New Year's resolu-

tions. After all, it's when we feel most
vulnerable that we try to exercise

some control over our lives. I applaud

people who make an effort to improve
their health, whether by losing
weight (a perennial resolution favor-

ite) or exercising or quitting smoking
or drinking. I respect those men and
women with financial problems who
want to change careers or start a

business. And I particularly take off

my hat to the resolution-makers who
are trying to improve family or other

personal relationships.

None of these goals are easy,

though certainly worth the efforts it

will take to succeed. The fact is, we do
have great power over our lives. Not
total power, of course, or the world
would be populated by healthy,
wealthy, slim and successful people

who are respected and beloved by
everybody else. The last time I

looked, this wasn't the case.

Still, we do have choices to make

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

each day that reflect what we do and
who we are. We don't have to be rich

to be generous, or healthy to use what
strength of body and mind we have to

help others. Our attitudes and our
decisions shape our lives and our
achievements. To that end, I believe

we need to pay more attention to the

aims of our hearts and the desires of

our souls, and to commit ourselves to

some spiritual resolutions.

I don't know that the New Year
had anything to do with it, but
Jonathan Edwards, the famed 18th

century New England theologian and
preacher, had some ideas on the sub-

ject of resolutions for the spirit. Here's

how he put it:

"Resolved, to live with all my
might while I do live.

"Resolved, never to do anything I

should despise or think meanly of in

another.

"Resolved, never to do anything
out of revenge.

"Resolved, never to do anything
which I should be afraid to do if it

were the last hour of my life."

These ideas seem to me like a

pretty good start. Yet, nurturing any
worthwhile habit of the heart, from
developing a prayer life to showing
greater charity to neighbors, takes

time and practice — and being will-

ing to focus on small choices, rather

than waiting for the big moment for

us to prove ourselves.

Once, I saw a frail, elderly woman
in a nursing home. She offered coffee to

a guest, and although she was a bit

slow and unsteady, the woman man-
aged the courtesy, saying, "My mother
used to tell me to look each day for

something I could do for another to

make that person's day a little easier.

I've done it every day of my life."

Without simple, everyday ac-

tions, we will never succeed in any
resolution. Here's hoping today's

choices do good for body and soul —
our own and those around us.

For a free copy of the Christopher

News Note, "Decidefor Yourself," write:

The Christophers, 12 East 48th Street,

New York, NY 10017; or e-mail:

mail@christophers.org.

Fear of disapproval
Only you should control your life

Spirituality

for Today

I
,
A woman once came to see me for

kdvice. She was dressed strangely.

Draped in neat layers of olive drab
[material, she looked like a high-class

oag lady.

We talked for nearly an hour, and
ihe kept putting herself down. I

isked her why she chose to dress in

that style, and she answered, "I guess
t's because I don't want people to

ixpect too much of me." Wow!
Her fear of disapproval had led

ler to overcompensate, thereby en-
suring the very result she dreaded.
ier fear of others' high expectations

caused her to dress weirdly and be
Tiiserable.

Since no one can control the feel-

ngs or opinions of others, why do so
Tiany people give the power to con-
rol their lives to others?

Only you should control your life.

The thoughts you think will in turn
reate your emotional state of being.

How does one get from fear to

reedom? Control your thoughts by
iccepting yourself. Faith can help
/ou find the inner freedom you need
)ecause faith teaches that God loves
^ou, warts and all.

Think positive thoughts instead

of fearful thoughts, and you gradu-
ally will be able to climb out of the

rut. It can be done.

A friend wrote to me recently

about how she was too hard on her-

self She had read about an attorney

who lived in fear of losing a case. If he
did, he thought his peers would no
longer respect him.

However, he soon discovered that

his colleagues liked him better when
he occasionally lost because then they
saw him as a more human person.

It turns out that being perfect

does not always win respect. Having
personal integrity is more important.

If you slip and fall, so be it. Get up,

and begin again.

This same friend mentioned an
article by Shel Silverstein called "The
Missing Piece." It is a parable about a

circle that had a broken section.

There was a missing piece in its cir-

cumference, and because it was in-

complete it could roll along only very
slowly. As it did, it chatted with the

worms and admired the beautiful

flowers. Then one day it found the

missing piece, and fit it back. Now the

circle was perfect again.

It quickly began rolling along at

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS Columnist

a rapid speed. How different the
world seemed when it went fast. But
gradually the circle realized that by
being perfect it went too fast and, in

the process, lost the advantage of
mingling with the beauty all around
it.

The lesson is that, in some
strange way, we are more whole
when we are broken. Being acceptable

to the world is not as important as

being at peace with who you are.

God doesn't ask us to be perfect.

We don't have to win everyone's ap-

proval to please him. All we have to

do is accept ourselves just as we are'-

and try to hold on to our integrity.

The Lord didn't order us never to

make a mistake. What he said was,

"Come to me you who are burdened,

and I will refresh you."

The writer concluded her letter

with these words: "And in the end, if

we are brave enough to love, strong

enough to forgive, generous enough
to rejoice in another's happiness and
wise enough to know there is enough
love to go around for us all, then we
have achieved a fulfillment that no
other living creature ever will."

Unsung

heroes

The Human

Side

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS COLLFMNI.ST

There is an often overlooked group of

unsung heroes whose praises need to be

sung more often. They're the millions of

people devoted to lookirig after people who
no longer can take care of themselves.

They may be a wife or husband at-

tending to a spouse, parents devoted to

children with liifelong disabilities, children

making a home for aging parents, parish-

ioners providing hospice care or a loving

person nursing a fiiend.

The word "hero" has Greek roots

encompassing the notions of "warrior"

and "service."

The battlefield of a caregiver may be

very limited. They may spend their time

in a restricted room with a patient con-

fined to bed or within the four walls of a

home. Their service may take the form of

driving the same monotonous route daily

to and fi^om a closed-in person's residence.

The enemies caregivers encounter

have many faces: fear, sorrow, suffocation,

anger and self-reproach.

Some caregivers face the constant fear

of not having the strength to continue

giving ceaseless care. They worry about

becoming depressed because ofworking in

a disheartening situation. They fear the

financial means needed to maintain quality

care will run out. And there is the appre-

hension fi-om constantly being reminded

that they, too, could end up this way.

Our memory can turn into an enemy.

Thoughts ofwhen parents or friends were

healthy can turn into haunting memories.

Suddenly there is the realization that with

sorrow comes a heavy heart.

Caregiving many seem noble, but

time has a way of wearing down noble

endeavors. The close proximity between

caregiver and patient morning, noon and

night can feel suffocating. Caregivers may
literally sacrifice their lives.

In some cases, these restrictions, fears

and sorrows play themselves out in an-

ger. Down deep, caregivers realize such

anger reflects the frustration of helplessly

sitting by and watching a loved one suf-

fer. With the anger, however, come self-

reproach and the question: 'What could I

have done better to prevent this?"

This anatomy of caregiving might
make us want to avoid it. But when we
look more closely, . we find caregiving

epitomizes the essence of life, especially

our life. Christ came to teach us God's

greatest lesson: "No greater love does one
have than to give one's life for another."

We don't have to look far to find

Christ's love. Millions ofthe greatest war-

riors known to humankind live in our

midst ennobling our culture with selfless

love.

Caregivers, thanks for all you do, and
may God give us the grace to imitate you!
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Good Shepherd Church home to

growing Catholic communtiy

Dedicated in November 1989, Good Shepherd Church in King celebrated its

expansion with a dedication ceremony April 28, 2003.

SOUTHEAST ^
FIRE± presented by '

Good News Ministries

RALLY
Experience the 'New Springtime' of the Third Christian Millennium

Faith
-a challenge to Catholics to renew

and deepen their relationship with

the Lord.

Ralph Martin
Ralph is die foiinding President ofRenewal

Ministries, a CatiiolLcmission organization,

and hosts a popular wpekly television series,

TheOioxtsWeFacs. Ralph is also the founding

editor ofNew Covenant magazine and author

(rfseweralborfss. HepresentlyleadsTheWord

ofGod, an ecimienical Christiancommmity
in AnnAibot. Midiigan.

Tntercession
—a call to united prayer as our

most important spiritual weapon
available for renewing the face of

the earth.

Sr. Ann Shields, SGL
Sr. AreiistfiesuperioroftheServants ofGod's

Love in Lansing, Michigan, and is a regular

oo^iort on the televisicn program, 7Ti«r Ownofs

WeFaa She also hoets a radio program. Food

for the Journey. She is the author of several

books, including Fire in My Heart, and is a

frequent conference speaker.

Repentance
— Art exhortation to turn avi'

from sin to a Christ-centen^

Spirit-filled life.

Fr. Michael Scanlan, TOR
Fr. Michael is the Chancellor and former

President of Franciscan University of

Steubenville, Ohio, and wasondained in 1964.

In 1990, he was awarded the Cross Pro

Ecctesifl^^Ponfi^crby Pope John Paul n. He
has authored several bcxjks including his

autobiography. Let the Fire Fall.

—an invitation to spread the Good
News of salvation and the gift of

authentic Catholicism.

Peter Herbeck
Peter is Director of Missions at Renewal

K&uittries and hasserved numerous retreats,

conTerences, rallies, and events around the

world. Much of his work has been devoted

to helping equip Catholics for ministry

through training in the exerdse ofspiritual

gifts. Peter and his wiie Debbie have four

childrenand live in Arm Aibor, Michigan.

Closing Liturgy
Celebrant & Homiust

MostRev. RobektJ. Baker,STD
Bishop Baker is shepherd to Catholics

throughout the state of South Carolina.

He has served as a pastor, counselor,

mentor, and professor during his

pdestlvxidandwasappointedasIhe 12th

Bishop of Charleston in 1999 by Pope

JohnP^uin.

"My hope and prayer is that all who attend the

FIRE Rally will experience a deeper convereion,

a greater desire for reconciliation, and a

willingness to be more fully involved in the

New Evangelization to which our Holy Father

has called us in the new millennium."

—Most Reverend Robert ]. Baker, STD
Bishop of Charleston

A CATHOUC ALUANCE OF
FAITH, INTERCESSION, IffiPENTANCE, AND EVANGEUSM

CHARLOTTE BOBCATS
TRAINING CENTER
FORT MILL, SOUTH CAROLINA

(1-77 exit 88)

SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2004

9:00 am - 6:00 pm
(Doors open at 8:00 am.)

Dynamic, Inspired Music
BY Hearts of Fire
Bookstore & Ministry Fair

Further Information
Phone: (704) 521-9949

Email: carolinaevents2@aol.com

Online Registration:
http://www.faremini .stry.org/charlotte

Good Shepherd Church

1 05 Good Shepherd Drive

King, NC 27021

(336) 725-9200

A mission of St. Benedict the Moor

Cliurch in Winston-Salem

Vicariate: Winston-Salem

Pastor: Jesuit Father Lawrence J. Hunt

Number of Households: 260

Jesuit Father Lawrence J. Hunt

KING — During the summer of

1981, then-Bishop Michael J. Begley es-

tabhshed a Cathohc mission in the small

Stokes County town of King north of

Winston-Salem.

Excited by the prospect of gathering

for Masses in town, local Catholics met

in the recreational center on Aug. 24,

1981, marking the first official assem-

blage of the community that would later

become known as Good Shepherd

Church.

Catholics in King met with Father

Edward Sheridan, then pastor of Our

Lady of Mercy Church in Winston-Sa-

lem, about the practical and spiritual

benefits of initiating missionary activity

in town. As a result, King became a

mission of Our Lady of Mercy Church.

Catholics began filling the pews of

King Moravian Churchy on Sept. 19,

1981 for Father Sheridan's Saturday

evening liturgies. Father Sheridan, now

pastor of St. Aloysius Church in

Hickory, served the King community

with Our Lady of Mercy Church's paro-

chial vicar, Father Francis Cancro, who
now ministers to St. Eugene Church in

AshevUle.

In July 1982, Father Carl Del

Giudice succeeded Father Cancro in

Winston-Salem, and much of his priestly

duties involved service to the King mis-

sion.

By then, the mission had begun to

organize ministries and outreach pro-

grams serving the Catholic and local

communities. The mission hosted a va-

cation Bible school that summer, an altar

server program was established and a

religious education program for children

was underway by the fall.

In 1984, the James O'Connell family

donated 10 acres fi-om their homestead

for the building of a church. The mission

community became known as Good
Shepherd Church, and the pastors of

Our Lady ofMercy Church continued to

serve both communities.

Parishioners in King began the for-

mal process of building their church in

1986 by developing a parish mission

statement and parish profile. In August

1987, Jesuit Father Thomas Gaunt was

named pastor of St. Benedict the Moor
Church in Winston-Salem, and Good
Shepherd Church has been served by*

pastors fi-om that parish since that time.

The Catholic community began the

first construction phase in 1988, which

led to the building of a church facility

including reception and classroom areas.,

In November 1989, then-Bishop John F.

Donoghue dedicated the building that

could accommodate 95 people.

Jesuit Father Lawrence J. Hunt was

named pastor of Our Lady of Mercy and

Good Shepherd churches in July 1990.

A growing religious education program

prompted the need for a small classroom

building to be added to the property.

Good Shepherd Church celebrated

the elimination of the church debt in

November 1997, and in January 1998,

the Diocese of Charlotte granted permis-

sion to initiate the next phase of develop-

ment.

By 1998, the Catholic community in

King was comprised of parishioners

fi~om Stokes, Forsyth, Surry and Yadkin

counties. Promoting a hospitable family

atmosphere with an emphasis on youth,

Good Shepherd Church developed an

active religious education program,

youth group and participation by youth

in the liturgies. Members of all ages be-

came involved in a variety of community

outreach programs.

A steady increase in the congrega-

tion over the years demanded a larger

facility; during the holidays, the mission

had to use the local elementary schoo

gymnasium to accommodate everyont

for Mass. The capital campaign to ex-

pand the church began in 2000 anc

construction began in 2002. To sta}

within budget, the church utilizec

available materials from othei

churches, such as Stations of the Cross

fi-om St. Benedict the Moor Church am
pews from Holy Cross Church ii

Kernersville. The new altar was craftec

from lumber of a fallen tree in :

parishioner's yard.

Bad weather delayed the origina

December dedication ceremony, but oi

April 28, 2003, Bishop Emeritus Will

iam G. Curlin presided over the dedica

tion of the expanded Good Shephen

Church.

The old church became the narthe:

for the new Good Shepherd Churcl"

which has four times the space and cai

accommodate more than 400 peoplt

The facility features two large class

rooms that can also function as cr

rooms. A balcony area houses the elec

tronic equipment.

Father Hunt, now pastor of S

Benedict the Moor Church in Winston

Salem and Good Shepherd, said Goo

Shepherd Church now has a regula

Sunday Spanish Mass for the Hispani

members of its community. He said th

Good Shepherd's English-speakin

members are extremely welcoming (

the Hispanic members and are eager t

get them more involved within th

church.

In the future, the Good Shepher

congregation would like to build an edi

cation building and social hall. In tl

meantime, the mission continues 1

flourish, a testament to the dedication <

its many members.

ii
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Victory roar

Courtesy Photo

ro show support for the Carolina Panthers, Charlotte Catholic High School students were permitted
:o break from their dress code and wear Panthers attire Jan. 1 5.

Charlotte Catholic wins wager with Philly school
CHARLOTTE — Pan-

:her fans at Charlotte Catho-
ic High School are reveling

n victory.

Not only did the Carolina

Panthers beat the Philadel-

jhia Eagles in the champion-
ship football game Jan. 18,

Jut Charlotte Catholic won
ts friendly wager with Fa-
:her Judge High School in

[Philadelphia.

Because the Panthers
A'on 14-3, Father Joseph
Clampellone, Father Judge

High School's president,
must award Gerald Healy,

Charlotte Catholic's princi-

pal, with an authentic Phila-

delphia cheese steak.

If the Eagles had won,
Healy would have sent Fa-
ther Campellone Carolina
barbecue, donated by the
Ole Smokehouse in Char-
lotte. However, Healy asked

Jennifer Johnson, Charlotte

Catholic's director of devel-

opment, to send barbecue to

Father Judge High School as

a friendly gesture.

To show their support
for the Panthers, Charlotte

Catholic students broke from
their dress code on Jan. 15 to

wear Carolina Panthers at-

tire.

"We wanted the students

to be involved in the excite-

ment and this gives them a

chance to sport their favorite

Panthers wear," said

Johnson. "It's a great way for

us to support the Panthers as

a school community."

Bush guest worker proposal

raises hopes, leaves questions
Plan will not benefit North Carolina

Hispanics, says Hispanic ministry director

BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON —
President George W. Bush's

new guest worker proposal

may address some of the goals

of Catholic and other immi-
grant advocates, but they say

they are worried about his

plan's lack of details.

Bush on Jan. 7 announced
a proposal for allowing tempo-
rary workers fi-om other coun-

tries to be admitted to the

United States to take jobs that

employers cannot fill with
people already in the country.

The plan would include giving

at least some of the estimated 8

million or more illegal immi-

grants already in the United

States permission to stay here

temporarily, as long as em-
ployers demonstrate a need for

their labor.

Advocates who work with

immigrants raised doubts
about whether Bush's propos-

als win turn into the legislation

See WORKER, page 4

Knights of St. John

take up call to serve
FIRST N.C. COMMANDERY
ESTABLISHED AT OUR
LADY OF CONSOLATION

BY STEPHEN UZZELL
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLOTTE — New
defenders of the faith have
planted roots in North Caro-

lina.

Twenty men of the

Knights of St. John
Commandery No. 586 and 20
women, of the St. Agatha
Ladies Auxiliary No. 497,

Knights of St. John Interna-

tional were officially recog-

nized by their fellow parishio-

ners at Mass at Our Lady of

Consolation Jan. 18.

The Mass culminated a

weekend of preparation and
initiation for the first Knights

of St. John commandery in

North Carolina. Their retreat,

See KNIGHTS, page 6

Photo by Stephen Uzzell

St. Agatha Ladies Auxiliary

No. 497, Knights of St. John

International lead the

opening procession at the

installation Mass at Our

Lady of Consolation Jan. 18.
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Pastoral councils

Good counsel stressed in Diocese

of Charlotte
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Books explore Flannery
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

RECONCILING FOR PEACE

Chaldean archbishop says Iraqis

not ready for direct elections

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Rabbi Elio Toaff of Rome greets Pope John Paul II following the "Concert of

Reconciliation" at the Vatican Jan. 17. Looking on is Imam Abdulawahab Hussein

Gomaa of Rome. The pontiff called on Jews, Muslims and Christians — "believers

in the one God" — to work for "sincere reconciliation" and peace in the world.

At reconciliation concert, pope

urges all faiths to find peace
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Chris-

tians, Muslims and Jews "must find

within ourselves the courage for peace,"

Pope John Paul II told religious leaders

gathered at the Vatican for a "Concert of

Reconciliation."

"Jews, Christians and Muslims can-

not accept that the earth be afflicted by

hatred, that humanity would remain in-

volved in wars without end," the pope

said at the Jan. 17 concert with perform-

ers and spectators from the three faiths.

The program began with the world

premiere of "Abraham," a motet commis-

sioned for the evening and written by

U.S. composer John Harbison.

Pope John Paul said the Abraham

motet and Gustav Mahler's "Second

Symphony," also called the "Resurrec-

tion Symphony," remind people that

Christians, Muslims and Jews recognize

Abraham as their father in the faith and

they believe they will be reunited with

God at the end of time. ,

"The history of relations among

Jews, Christians and Muslims is marked

by lights and shadows and, unfortu-

nately, it has known painful moments,"

the pope said. "Today one feels a press-

ing need for a sincere reconciliation

among believers in the one God."

The pope said God's words are ad-

dressed to every person, who one day

will be called to account for how he or

she has lived.

ROME (CNS) — While the Iraqi

people have a right to control their

country's destiny, they are not ready

for direct elections, said Chaldean

Archbishop Louis Sako of Kirkuk,

Iraq.

Thousands of Iraqis marched in

Baghdad, Iraq, Jan. 19 to show their

support for a call by Shiite leader

Ayatollah Ali Sistani for direct elec-

tions of a new Iraqi government by

May.
The U.S.-appointed administra-

tion of Iraq has said .direct elections

could not be arranged that quickly;

the current U.S. plan is for members

of the U.S.-appointed governing

council to choose members of a na-

tional assembly by May 30. The as-

sembly would appoint a transitional

government that would take power

July 1.

In a Jan. 20 interview. Arch-

Diocesan.
planner

'The hope that we express together

is that people will be purified of the ha-

tred and evil that continually threaten

peace and that they will learn to reach

out to each other with hands that know

no violence but are ready to offer aid and

comfort to those in need," Pope John

Paul said.

Among those present at the concert

were Rabbi Yona Metzger, chief

Ashkenazi rabbi of Israel, and represen-

tatives of the Jewish community and

Jewish organizations in Italy, Poland,

France, Brazil and the United States.

The Muslim representatives in-

cluded members of the Muslim commu-

nity of Rome and representatives of Is-

lamic organizations in Libya and Saudi

Arabia.

Abdellah Redouane, general secre-

tary of the Islamic Cultural Center of

Italy, said the concert was a "great initia-

tive" for bringing together members of

the three monotheistic religions.

"This concert was an occasion to

reflect not on that which divides us, but

that which unites us, which is more im-

portant," Redouane said.

He also said the pope's constant ap-

peals for peace and reconciliation "re-

mind us of the road to follow."

Also attending the concert were An-

glican, Orthodox and Protestant repre-

sentatives and dozens of cardinals

and bishops.

ALBEMARLE VICARIATE

ALBEMARLE — The Forever Young

Club of Our Lady of the Annunciation

Church, 416 N. 2nd St., meets the first

Wednesday of each month in the Family

Life Center at 10 a.m. For details, call

Gerald Maiden (704) 982-5261.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPRUCE PINE — St. Lucien Church,

695 Summit Ave., offers Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament on the first Friday of

each month following the 9 a.m. Mass

with benediction at 4 p.m.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

MINT HILL— Looking for a way to get

closer to God this year? Put your new

year's resolution into practice by taking

the Alpha Course. Alpha is a video lecture

series and supper club that meets Friday

nights through March 19. Register by

calling (704) 573-702 1 or e-mail

mcnucciel@bellsout.net.

CHARLOTTE — All women are invited

to join Women in the JVord for weekly

gatherings for prayer, reflection on Sun-

day scripture, music and sharing experi-

ences of Christ in daily life. The group

meets each Thursday, 9:45-11:45 a.m. in

the family room of St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd. For details, call

Linda Flynn at (704) 366-9889. 'For

childcare reservations, call Jurga

Petrikene at 704) 907-0205.

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Church,

bishop Sako said, "the Iraqi people

are not yet ready" for direct elections.

"They must be prepared; they need to

assimilate democracy; they must

learn to respect and accept others."

"The people, however, are tired of
.

words," he said. "After 35 years of

daily suffering and repression, they

now want facts and are not content

with promises."

The violence in the country, he

said, is partially a sign of frustration.

"Behind these attacks there are

some people who do not want to see

Iraq progress, some who are against

the American presence, foreign forces,

the unemployed who have lost all

hope, parasites who love to fish in

troubled waters, and criminals re-

leased from prison," he said.

The archbishop appealed for in-

ternational help, especially from

Iraq's Arab neighbors, in rebuilding

the country and creating jobs.

3016 Providence Rd., is sponsoring a pro-

gram to welcome back inactive Catholics

and/or those who have left the Church but

are interested in returning to the practice of

the Catholic faith. The Catholics Returning

Home series will meet Jan. 11-Feb. 15,

3:30-5 p.m. For more information, call Sue

Johnson at (704) 333-8028.

CHARLOTTE— The St Maximilian Kolbs

Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order

gathers the first Sunday of each month at 2

p.m. at Our Lady of Consolation Church,

2301 Statesville Ave. Those interested in

learning more about the SFO and the

Franciscan way of life are invited to attend.

For more information, call Skyler Harvey,

SFO, at (704) 545-9133.

CHARLOTTE — The Happy Timers of St.

Ann Church meet the first Wednesday ol

each month with a luncheon and program a1

1 p.m. in the parish activity center, 3635

Park Rd. All adults age 55 and older are

welcome. For more information, cal

Charles Nesto at (704) 398-0879.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — Father Joe Zuschmidt anc

Dennis Teall-Fleming will host an Evening

of Conversation on the past and present chal

lenges of the sexual abuse crisis the Catho

lie Church is facing. Topics will includ<

what impact the crises have had on th(

Catholic Church as a whole. Catholics them

selves and how well the Catholic Church i

responding to the crises. The conversatioi

will take place Feb. 2 at 7:30 p.m. in th

Family Center of Queen of the Apostle

Church, 503 N. Main St. For details, caj

Dennis Teall-Fleming at (704) 825-960(

ext. 26.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope says feminine genius

needed in age of insecurity,

confusion
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

mission of every woman is to recog-

nize and live her vocation of feminine

genius, especially in an age of insecu-

rity and confusion, said Pope John
Paul II.

"Humanity has noticed with
growing intensity the need to offer

meaning and purpose in a world in

which every day new problems crop

up that generate insecurity and confu-

sion," said the pope in a sjjeech to par-

ticipants of a national congress spon-
sored by the Italian Women's Center.

Given the growing participation of
women in civil, economic, religious and
family life, the pope said, "This asks of
you your constant attention to the

problems that emerge and your gener-
ous foresight in confronting them."

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — The Adult Faith For-
mation ministry of St. Pius X Church, 1^210
N. Ehn St., will present "A Tale ofFaith and
'Medicine" Jan. 29 at 7 p.m. A physician will

Ishare his journey of faith that led him to
truly give the gift of life to a young woman.
For more information, call the church office
'at (336) 272-4681.

GREENSBORO — The Ladies Ancient Or-
der ofHibernians, Guilford County, Division
I, an Irish Catholic social, cultural and
charitable inter-parish group will attend
the 12:15 p.m. Mass at St. Benedict Church,
109 W. Smith St., in honor of St. Brigid
Feb. 2. Lunch at Ganache will follow. All
Catholic women of Irish birth or descent are
ivelcome. RSVP to Elaine McHale, presi-
fent, at (336) 292-11 18. The regular
LAOH meeting will be held Feb. 5 at 7:30
).m. in the Kloster Center of St. Pius X
Church, 2210 N. Elm St.

iIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of
Vlary Church, Johnson St. and Skeet Club
^d., will offer free basic and intermediate
'Spanish classes Thursdays, 7-8;SO p.m.
];iasses begin Jan. 15 and end Feb. 19. To
•egister, call Nancy Skee at (336) 884-
)522.

IICKORY VICARIATE

ilCKORY — A Charismatic Mass is cel-
brated the first Thursday of each month in
iebastian Chapel of St. Aloysius Church,
•21 Second St. NE, at 7 p.m. For further
tiformation, contact Joan Moran (828)-
27-0487.

IICKORY — A Grief Support Group meets
he second and fourth Wednesday of each
lonth at 6:30 p.m. in the parlor of St.

-loysius Church, 921 Second St. NE. For
lore information, call the church office at
l'?28) 327-2341.

ALISBURY VICARIATE

ALISBURY — Sacred Heart Church, 128
L Fulton St., celebrates a Charismaifzc and
lealingMass the first Sunday of each month
t 4 p.m. Prayer and worship with prayer
;ams will be available at 3 p.m., and a
otluck dinner will follow the Mass. Father
'hn Putnam, pastor, will be the celebrant,
or further information, call Bill Owens at
'04) 639-9837.

Am MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

ANTON — Immaculate Conception
hurch, 42 Newfound Rd., will conduct

Citing his 1999 apostolic letter

on women, the pope said, "A woman's
dignity is closely connected with the

love which she receives by the very
reason of her femininity; it is likewise

connected with the love which she
gives in return."

He said it was important women
keep alive an awareness of this funda-
mental vocation of fulfilling oneself

through the giving of love.

"This genius ensures a sensitivity

for human beings in every circum-
stance, because they are humans," the

pope said.

"The moral and spiritual strength
of this vocation springs from the
awareness that God entrusts, in a

special way, the human being to

women," the pope said.

one-hour sessions for five weeks begin-
ning Jan. 29 on "The Precepts ofthe Catholic

Church." Sessions will start at noon —
bring your lunch; drinks will be pro-
vided. Discussions are open to anyone
who wants to know more about church
teachings or to review what you learned
many years ago. For more information,
call Dot and Chuck Luce at (828) 648-
7369.

WAYNESVILLE— St. John the Evan-
gelist Church, 234 Church St., offers Ado-
ration ofthe Blessed Sacrament the first Fri- •

day of every month following the 9 a.m.
Mass until 4:15 p.m. For information,
call the church office at (828) 456-6707
or Christine Ryan at (828) 926-1331.

SYLVA— St. Mary Church offers Adora-
tion ofthe Blessed Sacrament the first Satur-
day of every month following the 9 a.m.
Mass until 3 p.m. For information, call

(828) 586-9496.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — St. Leo the
Great School, 333 Springdale Ave., will

have an Open House Jan. 29, 9 a.m.-l p.m.
For details call Laurie at (336) 748-
8262.

WINSTON-SALEM — Learn Natural
Family Planning taught by the Couple to
Couple League. A four-part series of
classes will begin Feb. 1 6 at 1 :30 p.m. at

St. Leo the Great Church, 335
Springdale Ave. For registration and in-

formation, call Stephanie and Todd
Brown at (336) 765-2909.

CLEMMONS — Holy Family Church,
4820 Kinnamon Rd., offers Eucharistic
Adoration every Thursday. Exposition
begins at 6 p.m. and benediction is at 9
p.m.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing
Companions is a grief support group for
the bereaved that meets the first and
third Thursdays of the month in confer-
ence room B at St. Leo the Great Church,
335 Springdale Ave. For further details,

call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

is your parish or school having an event?
Please submit notices forthe Diocesan Plan-

ner at least 1 5 days prior to the event date in

writing to Karen A. Evans at

l<aevans@charlottediocese,org orfax to (704)

370-3382.

Vatican needs to add security, deal

quickly with crime, judge says
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Vatican needs to consider ways to

increase its security and deal more
quickly with crimes committed on its

territory, a Vatican judge said.

The Vatican's status as an inde-

pendent geographic enclave sur-
rounded by Italy that draws millions

of foreign visitors — including a few
criminals — means it should consider

joining international structures
aimed at promoting freedom of move-
ment together with security, said

Nicola Picardi, promoter of justice in

the Tribunal of Vatican City State.

Picardi presented a summary of
the Vatican civic court's activity in

2003 during a Jan. 16 meeting.

"The phenomenon of interna-
tional terrorism seems, in fact, to re-

quire new forms of cooperation aimed
at reconciling people's freedom to cir-

culate with perfecting measures to

safeguard security," Picardi said.

He suggested the Vatican join the

Schengen convention, which not only
eliminated the need for passports and
visas between some European coun-
tries, "but also intensified the ex-
change of information, operational re-

lationships as well as preventative
and repressive initiatives aimed at

safeguarding security."

The more information is shared
and decisions are implemented
quickly, he said, the better the
Vatican can "face the question of secu-
rity, even in times of increased ten-

sion."

The report said while Vatican
City had 492 residents in 2003, it

had some 18 million visitors, particu-

larly drawn to St. Peter's Basilica and
the Vatican Museums.

The "vast majority" of the 125
penal cases handled by the court in

2003 involved theft, for which more
than 90 percent involved unknown
suspects, he said. The remaining pe-
nal cases involved "unauthorized ap-

propriations, swindles and insulting

a public official."

His report dealt only with the
cases brought to the court, not all of
those reported to the Vatican police.

The length of time needed to

handle penal and civil cases is due
largely to most parties involved not
living in Vatican City, so notifications

must go through Italian authorities

or diplomatic channels, said Picardi.

Joining the Schengen convention,

he said, could speed up the processing
of cases because notifying the parties

involved and collecting information

would be easier.

THIS MONTH IN -1996
Five recent college graduates began working in diocesan schools through the University of Notre

Dame's Alliance for Catholic Education (ACE) program. ACE is a two-year service program offering

college graduates the opportunity to serve as full-time teachers in under-staffed Catholic schools
across the southem United States. ACE teachers live in community, which is considered a vital aspect
of ACE. Research shows that one out of six first-year teachers leave teaching in their first year. In

contrast, ACE boasts a 95 percent or higher retention rate every year, and one important reason for

that success is the supportACE teachers receive in community.

Through three pillars— teaching, community and spirituality—ACE seeks to develop lifelong advo-
cates and leaders in education.

"it's an opportunity for young Catholics to give back to their community in a service-type environment,"

said Jerry Healy, then-principal of Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School , when theACE program first

came to Charlotte. "It also exposes our kids to a unique set of young adults. ... It shows the kids that

it's OK to be smart and you can be cool and be involved in education."

There are currently six ACE teachers working for Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools.

OF CHARLOTTE DIOCESE

BOY SCOUTS AND CUBS
Catholic Camporee 2004!

March 26 - 28
Camp Grimes, Dysartsville, NC
Make plans now to attend.

Call George Waddell - 828-437-8049
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Guestworker program may prove inhospitable

WORKER, from page 1

necessary to make them happen, and

whether anyone besides large employers

and their workers would really benefit.

The chairman of the U.S. bishops'

Committee on Migration, Coadjutor

Bishop Thomas G. Wenski of Orlando,

Fla., praised Bush's decision to bring

up the issue of immigration again with

his proposal and his plans to renew

bilateral migration talks with the gov-

ernment of Mexico.

In a Jan. 8 statement, he com-

mended the president for acknowledg-

ing the need for worker protections and

his call for the government to issue

more "green cards," or permanent resi-

dent visas.

Bush's proposal, however, "does

not provide a solution to the serious

problems we experience as the result of

continued undocumented migration

and an immigration system that is bro-

ken."

Bishop Wenski said, "What is

needed ... is truly comprehensive immi-

gration reform that will provide oppor-

tunities for legalization for the undocu-

mented currently living in the United

States, temporary worker programs

with full worker protections and a path

to permanency, as well as a reform of

our family immigration system that

will allow immigrant families to reunite

in a timely fashion."

"For the majority of the Hispanics

in our diocese, the proposed legislation

will not be beneficial," said Franciscan

Sister Andrea Inkrott, directory of His-

panic ministry for the Diocese of Char-

lotte.

"It will be a temporary boom to the

agricultural workers who want to come

to work in our pine trees and tobacco

fields, but only temporary," she said.

Migrant workers, many from

Mexico, cut Fraser fir trees in North

Carolina during the November-Decem-

ber Christmas season. Agricultural

workers make more money in North

Carolina than in Mexico.

Migrant workers at Barr Ever-

greens tree farm in Jefferson were part

of a government-sponsored guest-

worker program and legally qualified

to work in the United States.

Rusty Barr, owner of Barr Ever-

Crews of workers, many from Mexico, cut

through a baler, which wraps them in nylon

throughout the country. President Bush on

temporary workers from other countries

take jobs that employers cannot fill with

greens, told The Catholic News & Her-

ald he would be out of business if it

wasn't for the migrant workers, as

there aren't many Americans willing to

work the long days for a short time

each year.

"We've advertised for workers,"

said Barr in a Dec. 6, 2002 story.

"We've only had one person apply, and

when he found out what he had to do,

he wasn't interested." .

Bush said in a White House speech,

"Our laws should allow willing work-

ers to enter our country and fill jobs

that Americans are not filling." But cur-

rent laws make it difficult for immi-

grants to come into the country, espe-

cially for low-wage jobs, he said.

"Instead we see many employers

turning to the illegal labor market,"

Bush said. "We see millions of hard-

working men and women condemned

to fear and insecurity in a massive un-

documented economy."

His proposal would allow immi-

grants to obtain three-year permits to

Photo by Joanita M, Nellenbach

Fraser trees in Jefferson and load them

twine before they are shipped to markets

Jan. 7 announced a proposal for allowing

to be admitted to the United States to

people already in the country.

work in the United States. They would

be entitled to bring family members in

with them, as long as they can support

them. And the immigrants could le-

gally leave the country for visits and

return without liability.

Currently, many illegal immi-

grants hesitate to return to visit their

families for fear they will be unable to

get back to their homes and jobs in the

United States. "

Bush's plan would include tempo-

rarily legalizing the status of illegal im-

migrants already here, as long as they

are employed, he said, thereby bringing

undocumented workers "out of the

shadows" and under the protection of

labor laws. It also would help the De-

partment of Homeland Security keep

track of what immigrants are in the

country and where, he said.

If the jobs end or if their three-year

permits are not renewed, the immi-

grants would have to return to their

home countries. But Bush said he also

would work with immigrants' home,

countries to give them financial incen-

tives to return when their temporary

permits expire.

Ouisa Davis, director of Migration

and Refijgee Services for the Diocese of

El Paso, Texas, praised Bush for re-

opening immigration dialogue but

worried about implications for families

of temporary workers, especially chil-

dren being uprooted after a three-year

work permit expires and forced to re-

turn to inferior education systems in

their home countries.

Davis said major industries are

most likely able to meet government

requirements for hiring guest workers,

whQe small employers won't want to go

through the bureaucracy. Administra-

tion officials who further detailed the

president's proposal said guest workers

would have to have a U.S. job already

lined up to receive permission to enter

the country.

Davis said the proposal as laid oul

by Bush would not do much to stop

illegal traffic across the U.S.-Mexicar

border.

"Employers aren't going to hin

someone sight unseen," she said. "Anc

there doesn't seem to be a way someon(

can enter the country legally unles;

they already have a job."

"I commend the president for at

tempting to address the immigratioi

issue again, but to really be effective, h^

and his advisors and Congress need t(

understand the reasons why people im

migrate to the United States, mainl;

because they cannot survive or suppor

their families in their countries of ori

gin," said Sister Inkrott.

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed i

this story.

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month

of February:

Rev. Edward Beatty 1990

Rev. Lawrence Hill 1985

Bishop Michael J. Begley 2002

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

ONE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME

"LAST KISS" by Rich SUey .

"'Last Kiss' by Richard Staley is the superbly written story of Patrlcif,

an ordinary man who is always busy...perhaps too^busy to give one last

k/ss to one near and dear to him. Yet an extraordinary angel shows him

the importance of never taking people for granted in this often chaotic

and ever-changing world. 'Last Kiss' is commended as an especially

thoughtful, original, and heartwarming noveL "
3.95

—James A. Cox, Editor-in-Chief, The Midwest Book Review '""^
^^''^'"^

To order, mail check or money order to: Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, NC 28277

Home is stiU the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care •Companionship 'i^llOniC
• Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping ^C- „ 4-p A
• Meal preparation • IMedication reminders

s/^^,ok care*

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

704-344-0801 Bonded - Insured - Trained

Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently-owned and operated

I
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Pastoral councils should offer advice,

not orders, pope says
Importance of good counsel stressed in Diocese ofCliarbtte

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Parish coun-

cils and diocesan pastoral councils are to

offer advice, not orders, to the pastor and
bishop. Pope John Paul II said.

"A balanced relationship between the

role of the laity and that which properly

belongs to the diocesan ordinary or pas-

tor must be safeguarded," the pope told

members of the Congregation for Clergy.

Meeting the congregation members
Jan. 10, the pope said lay people must
"take an active part in the mission of the

church," offering their input and exper-

tise, but without confusing their role

with the role of the bishop or pastor.

"In exercising their office, legitimate

pastors never are to be considered sim-

ply executors of decisions deriving from
the majority opinions" of the parish or

diocesan pastoral council, he said.

The hierarchical structure of the

Catholic Church was willed by Christ, the

pope said. While aU members ofthe church

have an equal dignity and a role to play,

the roles are not the same for everyone.

Goodadvice

'The role ofthe pastoral council is to

give the best advice possible," said Sister

Brenda Hermann, a member of the Mis-
sionary Servants of the Most Blessed

Trinity in Washington, D.C.

Sister Hermann, a consultant and

Coring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

EWEN
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

1 i

Derita 704-596-3291

Photo by George Cobb

Dr. Mark Fischer presents "Establishing anci Renewing Pastoral Councils in the
Diocese of Charlotte" at Our Lady of the Highways Church in Thomasville April 1,

2003.

facilitator to church organizations, led

meetings at Our Lady of the Annuncia-
tion Church in Albemarle in 2003,

"I tried to get the pastoral councU to

look at what was hanging it up and why
they couldn't get going," said Sister

Hermann. "Once they were around the

table and working together with the

pastor, it became clear everyone was
concerned about the parish, but they
didn't know their roles or how to give

iVIon-Pri 9:30ain-5:30pin

Sat. 9:30ain-3:00pm

Carolina
Catholic ^

Bookshoppe
t Special Cards
t Religious Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) 334-3313

4410-F Monroe Road, Charlotte, NC
www.carolinacatholicbooks.com

We welcome mail orders and special orders!

counsel to the pastor."

Dr. Mark Fischer, noted expert in the

pastoral council field, presented work-
shops to two gatherings of priests at St.

Barnabas Church in Arden March 31,

2003 and at Our Lady of the Highways
Church in ThomasviUe April 1, 2003.

The presentations were designed to

help priests re-acquaint themselves in

the importance of pastoral councils and
their value to their ministry as pastors.

"I clarified a lot of misconceptions of

pastoral councils, , and shared some of the

thinking ofexperts in the field," said Fischer

Pastoral councils and pastors,

through their interactions with parishio-

ners, both have a sense of what is going
on in the lives of parishioners, said Sister

Hermann. When the two groups are

brought together, progress can be made.

Learning G^om experience

"Wise leaders consult their wise fol-

lowers, wise people consult with other

wise people — they seek the wisdom of

those who are knowledgeable. That goes

back to ancient times," said Fischer.

"The whole concept of councU as

methodology is deep in Catholic tradi-

tion. In the New Testament, Peter would
call together people for counsel," said

Sister Hermann. "And councils are deep
in American psyche as how we get con-

sensus and direction."

Recommended by the Second
Vatican Council of 1962-1965, the pas-

toral council is a new concept, said

Fischer. Yet "the most recent statistics

are that 82 percent of 19,000 Catholic

parishes (in the United States) have pa.s-

toral councils," he said.

"In the church model, pastoral coun-

cils are only operatives of counsel when
they are with the pastor, and when they

are reflecting,; dialoguing and planning
the good of the whole," said Sister

Hermann.

"I told the pastors having a pastoral

council isn't a management trick to win
people over, but rather should be moti-

vated by a sincere desire to know the

people so you can serve them better,"

said Fischer.

'The greatest expert in the world can't

teU you how to preach to your people,

because that expert doesn't know what
your people need," he said. 'The greatest

catechist in the world can tell you about

catechism in general, but can't tell you
what particular issues face your church."

"People have a right and obligation

to speak and pastors have an obligation

and right to listen," said Cardinal Adam
J. Maida of Detroit, a congregation
member, during the Vatican meeting.

"We all have a responsibility to con-

tribute to the life ofthe church," he said, but

the roles people play are distinct based on
whether they are lay or ordained.

"I don't know how we can have
good parishes without pastoral coun-
cils," said Sister Hermann. 'They help

pastors think through what needs to be

done for the overall good of the parish."

When a pastoral council is operat-

ing properly, it is using the gifts of the

Holy Spirit, she said.

"For me, the format is about people

praying together to heard the wisdom of

the people," said Sister Hermann. "When
that wisdom is gathered, the council be-

comes operative in assisting the pastor

in making prudent decisions."

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed to

this story.

MORE INFORMATION

Please see the commentary on pas-

toral councils on page 10.

More than 50 years of summer fun
and growth in the Blue Ridge Mountains

with outstanding Christian staff!

Please callfor a brochure andfree video
or visit our Web sites.

Merri-Mac for Girls

Timberlake for Boys
1123 Montreal Road

Black Mountain, NC 28711
828-669-8766

www.merri-mac.com

www.camptimberlake.com
Mer?i-!Mac

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., Cliarlotie

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

Drivers wanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing Could Be Finer Members ofSt. Gabriel

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the CaroHnas
for customer sales and service satisfaction"!

C'mon in and see why!
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St. John Knights at Our
Lady of Consolation

KNIGHTS, from page 1

initiation and installation were guided

by Knights of St. John International of-

ficers from Cincinnati; Washington,

D.C.; and Maryland.

The international fraternal and

charitable organization serves in the

United States, the United Kingdom, Ni-

geria, Liberia, Ghana, Trinidad and To-

bago, among other countries.

"Organizations such as Knights of

St. Paul, Knights of St. George and

Knights of St. Louis decided they wanted

to combine and form a stronger union,"

said Daniel Vaske, general and president

of the Knights of St. John International.

"So they met in Baltimore and Washing-

ton in 1884, and they formed the Roman
Catholic Union of the Knights of St.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVERS: CAREGiving is a Joy! Join

us in making a difference in the lives of the

elderly. Non-medical companionship & home
care. Flexible, part-time, day, evening &
weekend hours available. Car needed. Home
Instead Senior Care. Call 704.344.9739

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION.
Experienced with master's in theology, reli-

gious education or related field. Send resume

and statement ofyour vision offaith formation

to; Faith Formation Search Committee, St.

Paul the Apostle Catholic Church, 2715

Horse Pen Creek Road, Greensboro, NC
27410; fax (336)294-6149; email

jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY: Our

Lady of Grace Church in Greensboro, NC
seeks a full-time professional with at least a

bachelor's degree in music, and an in-depth

knowledge of Roman Catholic liturgy. Must

be fully competent in both organ and piano,

and experienced in directing both adult and

children's choirs. Responsible for all music

activity in a church with over 2,300 families.

Full benefits available. Applicants who meet

these requirements should send a resume to:

OLG Music Ministry, 201 South Chapman

Street, Greensboro, NC 27403, or fax it to

(336) 274-7326.

PC SUPPORT SPECIALIST: The Diocese

of Charlotte is accepting applications for a

full-time PC Support Specialist. This position

is primarily responsible for maintaining and

replacing all applicable computer hardware

and software when needed. Applicant must

have an Associate's Degree in Information

Technology, Computer Science, or equiva-

John, incorporated in 1886 in the state of

New York."

Inspired by the Order of St. John of

Jerusalem, the Roman Catholic Union of

the Knights of St. John was to be a living

tribute to the knights who defended the

Catholic Church in the medieval era. On
May 6, 1886, the Ancient and Noble

Order of the Knights of St. John was

established in the United States.

The Knights and Ladies Auxiliary

promotes youth participation through

the Cadets and Junior Auxiliary for chil-

dren ages 8-16. The organizations in-

volve entire families and serve the

church financially and through chari-

table works within their parishes and

communities.

"The Knights and the Auxiliary

support parishes financially, spiritually,

and with the youth and the elderly," said

Sister Iris J. Turner, a supreme second

vice president of the ladies auxiliary.

lent. Applicant must have at least one-and-

one-half year's experience with pc upgrades

and maintenance, and have at least one-and-a-

half year's experience within a Networking

environment and various Microsoft Operat-

ing Systems. EOE. Please forward resume

and salary history by Jan. 29, 2004 to

klgeter@charlottediocese.org or Director of

Information Technology, 1 123 South Church

St., Charlotte, NC 28203-4003.

YOUTH MINISTER: Experienced with de-

gree or certification in youth ministry, theol-

ogy or related field. Send resume anSf state-

ment of your vision of youth ministry to:

Youth Ministry Search Committee, St. Paul

the Apostle Church, 2715 Horse Pen Creek

Road, Greensboro. NC 27410; fax (336)294-

6149; emailjmalnifelt@stpaulcc.org.

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans

at best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 845-

1416.

HOME: Available, that brick44)edroom, 2-1/2-

bath country dream home with all appliances

conveniently located on 17+ acres just south

of Charlotte. Rent to own. (704)843-4436.

SENIOR ENTERTAINMENT: Strolling

accordion for special theme dinner nights

(German, Irish, Italian, etc.) or 1920 to 1950

music/history programs for luncheons. Bob

Wilusz - 704-846-5782.

FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE: Crown Point Office Build-

ing. 2101 Sardis Road North, Charlotte. 450

square feet. $550 per month. Call Paul

Johansen 704-375-1918.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!

Rates: $.60/word per issue ($1 2 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Photo bv Stephen Uzzell

The new Knights of St. John

International Commandery No. 586 are

recognized during an installation Mass

at Our Lady of Consolation Church in

Charlotte Jan 18.

"We address the charities based on what

the pastors ask us to do. We key on the

needs of the church and the community

around the church."

"Our international charity is St.

Vincent de Paul Society," said Vaske.

"We do a lot of work to raise funds, help

them with providing service hours, and

we help them by providing food drives

and clothing drives."

Our Lady of Consolation Church's

local commandery and ladies

auxiliary will be part of the First Regi-

ment of Maryland, reporting through

the Baltimore-Washington Grand
Commandery. There are seven Grand
Commanderies within the United States:

Baltimore-Washington Grand; Ohio

Grand; Cincinnati Grand; Kentucky

Grand; Indiana Grand; Michigan

Grand; and Buffalo Grand.

During the installation Mass, the

Knights and Ladies Auxiliary sat at the

front of the church. The men were

dressed in dark uniforms with gold

sashes embroidered with Knights of St.

John International emblems. The ladies

wore white dresses with blue and gold

sashes and white hats with the Knights

emblems.

When the two groups stood to be

recognized, the standing-room-only

crowd fi"om floor to balcony responded

with resounding applause.

Father Jude Duffy, pastor of Our
Lady of Consolation, was appointed

spiritual director of the local

commandery and ladies auxiliary. He
said Msgr. Mauricio W. West, chancel-

lor and vicar general of the Diocese of

Charlotte, granted permission to initiate

the local commandery.

"They've been great defenders ofthe

church. In some of those countries where

there were attacks on the (Catholic)

Church, they defended the local Catholic]

churches even with their lives," said Fa^

ther Duffy. "They always work for the

good of the Catholic Church."

Father Andrew Tulay fi-om St. John!

the Baptist Church in Columbia, Md.,1

was one of the concelebrants at Sunday's

installation Mass. He is also spiritual

director of the local Kizito parish in

Monrovia, Liberia, and recalled how
Knights of St. John rescued a church

during civil war hostilities in 1992.

"The rebels saw the church as op-

position and thought we were hiding

some political prisoners," said Father

Tulay. "The members of the Knights of

St. John ran to defend the church, to

stop looters and to stop the rebels fi-om

vandalizing. The valuables of the

church (the tabernacle, chalice and

records), they took into the homes for

safekeeping."

During the attack on the church,

rebels set fires and threw a grenade in-

side where people had taken refuge in

the sacristy, explained Father Tulay.

"And one of our commanders (of the

Knights of St. John) ran and threw the

grenade out, and he lost his arm," he,

said. "And when they set fire to the

school, (the Knights) came up with wa-

ter to put it out."

"That is what the fraternity is all

about — to be there for each other in

true Christian solidarity ... and to de-

fend the principles, doctrines and val-

ues of the church," said Father Tulay,

"... to stand for human rights and justice

through the teachings of Jesus Christ ...

and to endure, not be complacent, but to

serve freely with your heart and .to

speak out."

Contact Correspondent Stephen Uzzell,

a parishioner at St. Luke Church in Mint

Hill, by calling (704) 545-1224 or e-mau

hatz@infionline.net

ST. ANNE'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Bristol, Virginia

Position Available: Principal

Summary: Full-time position, beginning summer 2004, as principal of a Parish Catholic

School with an enrollment of 300+ students, grades Pre-3 through 8. The principal

must be a practicing Catholic who is able to articulate the school's mission and vision

for the future, and possess the skills necessary for its implementation. Candidates must

have a record of effective leadership with experience in educational programs, personnel

management, finance, development, public relations, and community service.

Education/Certification: Master's Degree in Education/Administration. VA licensable.

Experience: Minimum ten years teaching/admin, experience in a Catholic School.

Salary: Based on diocesan scale, taking into account education and experience.

Application: Qualified candidates should forward a resume and cover letter to:

St. Anne Catholic Church, Search Committee, 350 Euclid Ave., Bristol. VA 24201

Closing Date: Application materials should be postmarked by February 27, 2004
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Put away your apron tonight.

it

Give your order to the chef.

For the retirement lifestyle of choice, independence

and flexibility; call today for pre-construction pricing.

Reserve now— move later.

You MAKE THE DECISION.

pgMKlVBVRKI
M A R Y F I E 1, D

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

1315 Greensboro Road • High Point, NC 27260

336-886-4103 or 336-886-2444

Sponsored by the Sisters of the

Poor Servants of the Mother of God.

Keeping TRACS on track

Photo bv Kevin E. Murray

Volunteers (from right to left) Anna Rounds, Jean Lawing, Anna Fitch, Anne
Tompkins and Catherine Costa help insert pledge cards for the annual Triad

Regional Area Catholic Schools campaign at the pastoral center in Charlotte

Jan. 15.

DIDYOU KNOW?
ST FRANCIS DE SALES

Francis was a lawyer who became a priest and bishop of Geneva. He drew many back to God by
his kindness and understanding. He wrote many books and is the patron of spiritual writers and
Catholic journalists. He founded the Visitation order with St. Jane de Chantal. He died in 1 622 and
was declared a doctor of the church in 1 877. His feast is Jan. 24.

KTC Transportation Co. inc

CALL 704-532-7605

Convention Services

'SUPERSTAR SS"
^oach Systems

^'JJpT'''

Long & Short Tours
Beach vacations
Games
Sports
Special Events

Fax 704-532-7661 www.ktctransportation.com

15% off with this coupon

Now
at2 great

locations!

"Catholic
Company

Fine Catholic Books and Gifts

South Charlotte

The Catholic Company Outlet Store

228 Zimmer Rd
Fort Mill.SC 29715

803-396-5399 ext. 240

Mon-Fri: 1 0atn - Spin

5 min. south ofBallantyne and1-485

1-485 to Hwy 521 (Johnston Rd).

Go south approx.5 miles. Shortly after

crossing the state line, turn left at the

BP station. Go % mile and turn left into

Zimmer Business Park - #228.

CatholicCompany.com

Lake Norman
The Catholic Company - Lake Norman

1 9905 W. Catawba Ave. , Suite 106
Cornelius, NC 28031

704-655-9090

Mon,Wed,Thu, Fri: 1 0am - 6pm
Tue:1 0am - 7pm
Sat: 1 0am - 3pm

In Johnsbury Square - next to Rosetti's

177 to Exit 28 Catawba Ave.

Go west for Vi mile.

The store is on the North side of street.

LakeNorman.CatholicCompany.com
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Two books explore Flannery

O'Connor's works

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: FEB. 1, 2004

REVIEWED BY MITCH FINLEY
.CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Most Catholic readers are probably

aware that Flannery O'Connor (1925-

1964) was a Catholic who wrote fiction,

but many may not realize she was also

sharp-as-a-tack in the spirituality de-

partment— which means, in the living-

everyday-life-as-a-Catholic department.

To our great benefit, editor Robert

Ellsberg in "Flannery O'Connor: Spiri-

tual Writings" has gathered into one

compact volume excerpts from

O'Connor's fiction, letters and essays in

which she wrote about religious and

spiritual matters. Fordham University

professor of English Richard Giannone

has written the book's introductory es-

"Flannery O'Connor: Spiritual Writ-

ings," edited by Robert Ellsberg. Orbis

Books (Maryknoll, N.Y., 2003). 173

pp., $15.00.

"Flannery O'Connor: The Obedient

Imagination," by Sarah Gordon. Uni-

versity of Georgia Press (Athens, Ga.

,

2003). 296 pp., $19.95.

say, "Flannery O'Connor's Dialogue

With the Age."

O'Connor would have smiled

broadly, then laughed out loud, at the

suggestion that she could serve as a

spiritual adviser to anyone. But that

only serves to put the stamp of authen-

ticity on her words. I think one of the

most important characteristics of a

healthy Catholic spirituality is the abil-

ity and the inclination to laugh — espe-

cially at oneself This is why a rigidly

conservative spirituality, and a rigidly

liberal spirituality, are both mere ideolo-

gies masquerading as piety.

An authentic Catholic spirituality is

anything but narrow-minded or rigid.

And so in O'Connor's words you will

find liberation and joy, plus a no-non-

sense honesty and clarity of thought that

will sometimes knock your socks off and

almost always delight you.

O'Connor avoided all pious plati-

tudes. Reading her, you may find your-

self blinking and saying, "What?
What?" For example, writing to some-

one about to become Catholic, O'Connor

said: "Having been a Protestant, you

may have the feeling that you must feel

you believe; perhaps feeling belief is not

always an illusion but I imagine it is

most of the time; but I can understand

the feeling ofpain on going to Commun-
ion and it seems a more reliable feeling

than joy."

In other instances, O'Connor's

words will seem like an honest dig in the

ribs or a wake-up slap to the chops.

Thus, writing in 1962: "One of the

effects of modern liberal Protestantism

has been gradually to turn religion into

poetry and therapy, to make truth

vaguer and vaguer and more and more

relative, to banish intellectual distinc-

tions, to depend on feeling instead of

thought, and gradually to come to be-

lieve that God has no power, that he

cannot communicate with us, cannot re-

veal himself to us, indeed has not done

so, and that religion is our own sweet

invention." (We'U leave aside for now to

what extent these words may apply to

popular Catholicism in recent decades.)

"Flannery O'Connor: Spiritual

Writings" is one volume that belongs in

the hands of every thinking Catholic

regardless of age or ideological inclina-

tions. Her wisdom makes the leap fi^om

her mid-20th century era to our own
with all its flags a-flying.

Meanwhile, "Flannery O'Connor:

The Obedient Imagination" is written

by Sarah Gordon, an English professor

at Georgia College & State University in

Milledgeville, Ga., O'Connor's alma

mater in her hometown. Gordon has

chaired the university's renowned sym-

posia on O'Connor and edited The

Flannery O'Connor Bulktin since 1983.

Gordon's book is a fine biographical

work of fiterary criticism. Gordon, who
has been teaching courses on Flannery

O'Connor for 30-plus years, asks what

inner struggles led O'Connor to write

fiction that was disturbing, ironic, haunt-

ing and sometimes brutal. Much of this,

Gordon suggests, came from the natural

resistance of O'Connor's imagination to

the obedience that was expected by the

male-centered church, society and literary

background of her time.

Gordon believes O'Connor was a

writer whose environment was satu-

rated in male presumption regarding

women and creativity. "The Obedient

Imagination" offers many new insights

into O'Connor's growing up years as a

dutiflil, upper-class Southern daughter.

She also examines how O'Connor

was influenced by her reading of James

Thurber, Edgar AUan Poe, T.S. Eliot

and others who, Gordon thinks, were

negative toward women.

Not all readers wUl agree with all of

Gordon's conclusions, but her book is

loaded with thought-provoking mate-

rial that will be of great interest to any-

one serious about a study of Flannery

O'Connor.

Feh. 1 , Fourth Sunday in

. Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19

Psalm 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15, 17

2) 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13

3) Gospel: Luke 4:21-30

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

It's fianny how people go "church

shopping" on the premise that people

should choose a church community that

makes them feel comfortable.

The other day I happened to answer

the parish phone after hours. The caller

wondered if I could answer "some ques-

tions about your church." I thought

maybe she was a publisher's representa-

tive or someone taking a survey, but it

turned out she was a member of a neigh-

boring parish, and there were some li-

turgical expressions in that church "I

just don't like," she explained.

In another church I attended, it was

the priest who caused people to go shop-

ping. On numerous occasions, I heard

the grousing expressed in almost these

exact same words: "He makes me come

out of church feeling like I'm a bad per-

son. Going to church is supposed to

make you feel good."

Not really. Since the beginning of

humankind God's call to unselfishness

and mercy has been roundly rejected by

people who don't want to believe they

aren't perfectly wonderful and who don't

want to humble themselves to admit

their sinfulness or do the hard work of

changing their ways.

God knows this wQl happen when

anyone carries his message into the

world. He told Jeremiah as much: I'm

appointing you a prophet so gird your

loins. "They wUl fight against you."

Whether it's an individual or an

entire faith community trying to insert

into society the Christian call to justice

and love, one can safely bet that a hew
and cry'wfll follow, and people will

turn their backs. But for those willing

to take on that task, there is good news

in both the Old Testament reading

and the Gospel for this week: God
insists that his message will prevail.

People can reject the message and the

Christian life, and they can fuss and

fight against the prophet, but Jesus

remains unharmed as do those who
hold to him.

Questions:
' When do you recaU witnessing re-

jection of someone speaking on behalf of

Christian action? How can you bolster

your courage to stand as a prophet of

Jesus' message when the occasion pre-

sents itself?

Scripture to Illustrate:

"But do you gird your loins; stand

up and teU them all that I command you.

Be not crushed on their account'

(Jeremiah 1:17).

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 25 - JANUARY 31

Sunday (Third Sunday in Ordinary Time), Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10, 1 Corinthians 12:12-30, Luke I

1:1-4; 4:14-21; IWonday (Sts. Titus and Timothy), 2 Timothy 1:1-8, Mark 3:22-30; Tuesday (St.

Angela IVIerici), 2 Samuel 6:12-15, 17-19, Mark 3:31-35; Wednesday (St. Thomas Aquinas), 2

Samuel 7:4-17, Mark 4:1 -20; Thursday, 2 Samuel 7:18-19, 24-29, Mark 4:21 -25; Friday, 2 Samuel

11:1-4, 5-10, 13-17, Mark 4:26-34; Saturday (St. John Bosco), 2 Samuel 12:1-7, 10-17, Mark

4:35-41

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 1 - FEBRUARY 7

Sunday (Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Jeremiah 1 :4-5, 17-19, 1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13,

Luke 4:21-30; Monday (The Presentation of the Lord), Malachi 3:1-4, Hebrews 2:14-18, Luke

2:2-40; Tuesday (St. Blase, St. Ansgar), 2 Samuel 18:9-10, 14, 24-25, 30-19:3, Mark 5:21-43;
j

Wednesday, 2 Samuel 24:2, 9-17, Mark 6:1-6; Thursday (St. Agatha), 1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12, j

Mark 6:7-13; Friday (St. Paul Miki and Companions), Sirach 47:2-11, Mark 6:14-29; Saturday,
]

1 Kings 3:4-13, Mark 6:30-34

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway litts.

I
Easily attached to steps (not walls)

Folds out of the way
Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

Very affordable (rent or buy)

We iristall

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas
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'Teacher's Pet' gets A-plus

CNS PHOTO FROM BUENA ViSTA PICTURES

In a scene from "Teacher's Pet," produced by Walt Disney Television Animation,

Spot points out the missing link in Dr. Krank's formula for transforming animals

into humans. This wacky and witty animated musical, based on the popular TV

series about a dog questing to become a real boy, offers something for everyone,

peppering it throughout with zany sight gags, whip-smart zingers, classic film

references and even an educational musical number, all while smuggling under

the cover of laughter a message about friendship and the dangers of science

overstepping its boundaries. Brief, mildly crude humor. The USCCB Office for

Film & Broadcasting classification is A-l — general patronage. The Motion

Picture Association of America rating is P6 — parental guidance suggested.

Catholic Gift & Book Store

Over 700 Book Titles, plus Bibles, Rosaries, Statues,

IVIedals, Tapes, CD, Plaques, & much, much more!

Hours: 9am -5pm Monday - Friday

(336)273-2554 fax (336) 273-2441 233 N. Greme. Si. Greensboro, NC 27401

La (Be[[a Sposa
the beautiful bride

I'

Couture 'Wecfding Cjowns * •findesmaids* 'Ffower girfs * Communion

130 Matthews Station
C h g r I o 1 1 e, N C

phone : 704.847.2255
www.labellasposa.net

Screenwriting seminars

for Christians siated for

D.C., Hoiiywood
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

HOLLYWOOD — March 1 is

the application deadline for a new
pair of Christianity-based
screenwriting seminars sponsored by
Act One.

One seminar, to be held in Wash-

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

ington, will run May 9-June 5. The
other, in Hollywood, will run July 5-31.

Faculty for the seminars have
written for such films as "Batman
Forever" and "Urban Legends" and
for such television series as "Matlock"

and "The Father Dowling Mysteries."

The seminars will cover the full

range of elements for successful

scriptwriting, including story choice,

script structure, character develop-

ment, industry access, how to pitch a

script, and ethics and spirituality for

entertainment professionals.

Each seminar is limited to 30 stu-

dents. Tuition is $1,195 for each

seminar. A limited number of partial

scholarships is available in cases of

genuine need. Housing is available at

an additional cost.

Act One describes itself as an or-

ganization that endeavors to create a

community of Christian professionals

in the entertainment industry who
are committed to excellence, artistry

and personal holiness.

Application forms are available

online at: www.actoneprogram.com,
or by e-mailing: actone@fpch.org.

Completed forms may be mailed to:

Act One, 1763 N. Gower St., Holly-

wood, CA 90028; or faxed to; (323)

462-2550. More information is avail-

able by phone at: (323) 462-1348.

DONT PROCRASTINATE! CALLNOW!

!

125,000 people will read
these words this week!

. 1 I / ^ Shouldn't they see YOVR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too! >^ the

OVTHOLIC
I I * Call (704) 370-3332 now! — - NEWS^44ERALD

Consolidate

High-interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

LOW Interest

& interest-only

Programs

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

e

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ L264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

No Payment
until

March 20041

No
Out-of -Pocket

Closing Costs

/'// help you realize your home ownership dreams.

*CalI Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

"liUeiesi rate shown is Prime (4%), minus 1/4%. based on 80% or less LT\' Subject lo undei-wriiing condiiions,
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Perspectives A collection of columns,

editorials and viewpoints

Working together: The
role ofpastoral councils

Recently the Holy Father has ex-

pressed his concern over the balance

between the roles of the pastor and the

laity at the parish level. Some people

will point to his comments and declare

we are going back before Vatican II,

and the laity will have no say in mat-

ters concerning the Church.

In actuality, we must read the

comments in the light of the Scrip-

tures and the traditions of the Uni-

versal Church, not in light of our own
experience in America.

It has never been the policy in the

Diocese of Charlotte that the role of

the pastoral council is to make deci-

sions for the pastor. This is neither

our history nor our tradition. It has

always been the policy, as is echoed

by the members of the diocesan synod

of 1987, that the pastoral and finance

councils have an advisory/consulta-

tive role.

It is very clear from the com-

ments made at the Jan. 10 meeting of

the Congregation for Clergy that the

form of pastoral council used here in

the United States is held up as a won-

derful example of lay participation in

decision making.

So what is the role of the pastoral

council? To understand it, we must

first understand the role of the pastor.

The pastor is charged by the bishop

with responsibilities outlined in

canon law, which are: liturgy and

worship; word; Christian community;

and outward mission.

The pastor's charge is for the en-

tire territory (parish) under his

charge. Catholic and non-Catholic

alike. The pastoral council advises the

pastor concerning these pastoral mat-

ters just as the finance council advises

the pastor concerning financial mat-

ters. The laity's role is to use their

knowledge of the community to ad-

vise the pastor concerning pastoral

matters. But it is important for the

faithful to recognize that it is the

pastor's responsibility alone to make

the final decision.

This may sound strange to demo-

cratic Americans who feel that a vote

is required for every issue. It is not

strange in either the Scriptures or the

Tradition of the Church. But because

it is the pastor's ultimate responsibil-

ity to make the final decision, that

does not mean the laity have no voice

and no role. These same traditions

and Scriptures hold that important

decisions should not be made by one

person alone.

When we look in the Acts of the

Apostles, we can see that the Apostles

did not make an important decision

without going to the community for

advice and then praying as a commu-

Guest

Column

GEORGE
K. COBB

Guest Columnist

nity for guidance. There was never

any question on the part of the faith-

ful as to who was to make the final

decision. But also there was no ques-

tion that the Apostles knew that they

must also consult with the commu-
nity of the faithful, since it is in the

Church as a whole we best come to an

understanding of what the Spirit is

trying to do within our lives and our

Church.

The Second Vatican Council and

Pope Paul VI insisted on the impor-

tance of pastoral councils on the local,

regional and diocesan level. Pope
John Paul II has repeatedly empha-

sized the same, expanding their scope

and importance within the Church.

Catholics today live in a time of un-

precedented opportunities to be in-

volved in the life of the Church and

help guide the Church into a new
century.

We as Catholics must now take

seriously our role to assist the pastor

in his ministry of the entire parish for,

as Christians, it is our ministry as

well.

Pope says peace of Christ will

not be achieved through war
BY JOHN THAVIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Highlight-

ing the theme of the Week of Prayer

for Christian Unity, Pope John Paul

II said the peace promised by Jesus

will never be won through war.

"The world yearns for peace, it

needs peace today as yesterday, but

often it seeks peace with improper

means, sometimes even with recourse

to force or through the balance of

opposing powers," the pope said at

his general audience Jan. 21.

"In such situations, man lives

with a heart disturbed by fear and

uncertainty. The peace of Christ, in-

stead, reconciles souls, purifies hearts

and converts minds," he said.

The pope pronounced his talk in

the Vatican's audience hall before sev-

eral thousand people, including ecu-

menical delegations and a choir of

Orthodox Christians from Moscow.
The pope, who looked alert as he

sat on his mobile throne, presided

over prayers for Christian unity in

several languages at the end of the

audience.

The pope noted that the theme of

this year's Christian unity week, "My
Peace I Give You," was chosen by an

ecumenical group in Aleppo, Syria.

He recalled his visit to Syria in 2001

and said his meetings with Orthodox

leaders there represented another sig-

nificant step along the path of

ecumenism.

He said that along with gestures

from church leaders, however, the

movement toward unity needs com-

mitment by all Christians, engaged in

a "profound spirituality of peace and

pacification."

He acknowledged ecumenical dif-

ficulties between various Christian

churches, but said the overall picture

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

includes many positive develop-

ments, including progress in theo-

logical dialogue.

"Keeping in mind these positive

signs, we shouldn't become discour-

aged in the face of old and new prob-

lems, but face them with patience and

understanding, always counting on

divine help," he said.

The prayers at the end of the au-

dience were offered for the Christian

churches in East and West, for the

pope and other Christian and world

leaders, for peace and for all those

suffering from war and injustice in

the world.

The brief prayer service had a

pair of unusual guests: two lambs

that were presented in baskets and

blessed by the pope. The blessing is a

traditional one that marks the Jan. 21

feast of St. Agnes, a Roman martyr

who is often depicted with a lamb.

The lambs were carried up to the

pope in separate baskets, their small

heads peering over red and white

garlands. One of them bleated after

the papal blessing, prompting smiles

in the audience hall.

The lambs are raised by Trappisi

monks who live near Rome's Basilic?

of St. Paul Outside the Walls. Then
wool is shorn before Holy Week, anc

it is used to help make palliums, the

circular bands of cloth presented tc

archbishops in an annual ceremonj

at the Vatican June 29. '

Along the Good Shepherd's Path

Not within these walls

But inside this heart,

Nor beneath this steeple

But where Jesus beckons.

— Christ-centered devotion

Photo and meditation by Stephen Uzzell
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It Still matters
National holidays are hard to dis-

like. But some of my friends have a

idiflTiculty with the one we celebrate this

year on Jan. 19. That's Martin Luther

King Day, set aside to remember the

nonviolent contributions the Baptist

minister and Nobel Peace Prize winner
made to the battle for civil rights.

My friends acknowledge he was a

^eat man who made a difference for

the good. They are not callous to Rev.

King's sacrifices, including his death at

the hands of an avowed racist. They
>imply don't want to rehash history,

rhey see the battle for civU rights as

settled and Martin Luther King Day as

superfluous. Said one fellow: "That's

stuff from the 1960s with no particular

neaning any more. Everyone enjoys

jqual rights today."

I know a man who begs to differ.

rlis name is Gregory Allen Howard,
^e's a screenwriter and an African
\merican. After winning a Christo-

pher Award for his powerful movie
'Remember the Titans," he agreed to

)e interviewed for our television series,

phristopher Closeup.

I mentioned the scenes in the
novie that highlighted racial bigotry

md asked about his experiences,
toward said he had personally known
;he sting of prejudice many times. In

particular, he recounted the humiliat-
ng incidents of being stopped while
Iriving his car in Los Angeles. He'd
lone nothing wrong, wasn't speeding,

ladn't rolled past a stop sign. But he
vas a black man driving through a

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

wealthy white neighborhood, and that

was enough for him to be interrogated.

It's the reason he left L.A. and moved to

Alexandria, Va., a city he sees as both
integrated and harmonious.

It's important to mention that

Howard didn't experience this racial

harassment back in the '60s. The inci-

dents are recent. Truth told, I had
never, until that interview, imagined
what it would be like to be stopped for

having a different skin color. I've been
stopped by police while driving, but
it's usually for mistakes I made. Being
singled out by race should be beyond
imagining. Except that it isn't. It hap-
pens every day.

Yet few of us readily admit preju-

dices. One of my parishioners told me
as much. Her name is Edna. She's 85
years old and is white. She was coming
out of church recently and looked
troubled. I asked her why.

"I saw your show with Gregory
Allen Howard the other night."

"That's good," I answered.

"Well, it bothered me," she contin-

ued. "That story he told about the
many times he was stopped by police

Mary Stewart's Prayer
One of the most important jobs of

he parish church is to be a "school of
)rayer." We teach people how to pray
nd what to pray for, both by word and
iy example. The liturgy is the principal

chool of prayer. There we make the

x>rd present in word and sacrament.

5ut other "prayer clinics" include devo-
ions such as eucharistic adoration, Sta-

ions of the Cross, novenas, retreats, ro-

ary, and meditation and prayer groups.

Nothing is more centi-al to our life than
Tayer.

Among the first things Jesus did
I'ith his disciples was teach them to

ray. He told them not to rattle on like

'le pagans who went into endless ec-

tatic prayer rituals. But he also told

lem to be persistent in prayer and to

ray always without losing heart.

Most important, Jesus taught his

)llowers the words of a prayer so we
ould pray when we could find no other
/ords. His prayer is a kind of short
ourse in prayer. It is a summation of all

ur prayers.

There have been many famous
iachers ofprayer in our Christian tradi-

on— people like St. Teresa ofAvila, St.

'rancis of Assisi and St. Ignatius of
oyola, who taught their followers to
ray.

This past Christmas our parish dis-

tributed a little prayerbook from Liguori

Press as a gift to everyone. It is called a

"Treasury of Prayers." It contains all the

basic Catholic prayers, plus a few un-
usual ones I had not seen before.

I particularly liked one prayer titled

"Mary Stewart's Prayer." I'm not sure in

this instance who Mary Stewart was,
but she wrote a good prayer. I read it to

our people at Mass a couple of weeks
before Christmas, as a prayer for our
families. It goes:

"Keep us, O God, from all pettiness.

"Let us be large in thought, word
and deed.

"Let us be done with fault-finding

and leave off all self-seeking.

"May we put away all pretense and
meet each other face to face, without self-

pity and without prejudice.

"May we never be hasty in judg-
ment and always be generous.

"Let us always take time for all

things, and make us grow calm, serene

and gentle.

"Teach us to put into action our
better impulses, to be straightforward

and unafraid.

"Grant that we may realize that it is

the little things of life that create the

differences, but in the big things oflife we
are as one.

"And Lord God, let us not forget to

officers. It made me uncomfortable and
angry."

She went on to admit something
she'd avoided saying for the first 85
years of her life: "I'd hate to be given a

hard time for no good reason. And
someone's color is just no good reason.

For the first time, I tried to put myself
in that man's place. And, Father Jim, it

made me so mad to think that any
person could be treated that way. It's

just not worthy of us as Americans. It's

just not something I imagine God
would ever want."

This woman had finally understood
that we are all entitled to be treated

fairly and equally. And she found in her

anger she didn't like an America that

wasn't able to realize that. It's an anger
she shared with Rev. King and Howard.
It's an anger filled with justice. And it's

the reason we need to set aside the third

Monday in January, if only to remind
us that we have not, as yet, truly over-

come our bias, our prejudices, our big-

otry and our fear of people just because

they're different.

This year, let's ask ourselves: Am I

a person who sees those of a different

color as less significant? Or do I really

see every person, equally, as a child of
the Creator? Am I willing to uphold
God's sense ofjustice?

Let's follow Edna's footsteps and
place ourselves in the shoes of someone
who has felt bigotry. That's the first step

to purging our hearts of this sin that

keeps us from being whole and holy.

For a free copy of the Christopher

News Note, "Respect, Understanding,
Tolerance," write: The Christophers, 12
East 48th Street, New York, NY 1001 7; or

e-maiL mail@christophers.org.

Parish

Diary

FATHER
PETER J. DALY
CNS Columnist

be kind! Amen."

When I read that prayer to our
parish, I heard a little inward taking of

breath at the end when she says, "Let us

not forget to be kind." Every famUy has

said unkind words.

Heartfelt prayer brings our real self

before God. It expresses our needs, our
thanks, our fears, our failings and hopes.

Sometimes it even expresses our humor.
One of my favorite prayers makes

me laugh. I have it taped to the mirror in

my bedroom. It goes:

"Dear Lord, So far today I've done
OK. Actually I've been rather good. I

haven't gossiped or lost my temper. I

haven't been greedy, grumpy, pouty or

whiney. Nor have I been selfish, unpleas-

ant or overindulgent.

"Lord I would like to say that I am
thankflil for all that. But God, in a few
minutes I'm going to get out of bed....

From then on, I'm going to need a lot

more help. Amen."
Maybe some ofour prayers not only

make us laugh but make God laugh too.

Whatmakes
for a good

parish?

The Human

Side

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS Columnist

'What makes for a good parish?"

This question comes up with
greater frequency. But why?

First and foremost, many parishes

no longer have the luxury of several resi-

dent priests, and many worry about not

having even resident pastors. They are

faced with maintaining their quality

without one of its main ingredients.

The need today for well-defined reli-

gious values is another reason for desir-

ing a good parish. It is the primary
place people look to for moral guidance.

Yet another reason is that parish life

is essential to the people it serves. Parents

seek guidance on parenting. The di-

vorced, separated and singles need the

camaraderie and caring, as do the elderly

and the sick. Youth, who are in the critical

years of their formation, are especially in

need of good spiritual formation. Immi-
grants look to the parish as a new home.

Without sounding simplistic, a

good parish is one focusing on the

works of mercy. These include: instruct-

ing, advising, consoling, forgiving, bear-

ing wrongs patiently, feeding the hun-
gry, sheltering the homeless, clothing

the naked, visiting the sick and impris-

oned, and burying the dead. Among all

these, giving alms to the poor is one of

the chief witnesses to fraternal charity: It

is also a work ofjustice pleasing to God.
When we reflect on the needs of

parishioners, they boil down to the need
for guidance, support and comfort.

Families need guidance and support in

keeping themselves together. Young
people need spiritual guidance to handle

the secular and often irreligious environ-

ment in which they live. Those whose
marriages experience severe difficulties

need advice and comfort. They also need
to relearn the virtue of truly forgiving

those who hurt them— and themselves.

The beauty of the works ofcorporal

mercy is they point a parish toward the

needs of its own members and toward
the needs of others. The works ofmercy
encourage a parish to take a global view
and not get locked into provincialism.

A parish practicing the works of
mercy inspires its youth. Young
people are idealistic and more service-

oriented than are given credit. When a

parish gives young people the opportu-

nity to serve, it is amazing to witness

their zest.

Today we have many wonderful
parishes that are truly inspirational.

When you look more closely at the rea-

sons for this, you will find that they
model the works of mercy in action.
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Immaculate Conception Church

prospers in Hendersonville

Photo by George Cobb

Immaculate Conception Church in Hendersonville was dedicated in December 1998

and can accommodate 800 people for Mass.

HENDERSONVILLE — Over the

past 90 years, Immaculate Conception

Church has been blessed with growth,

faith and love. From a modest beginning

of only 19 people, the church has grown

into a thriving community of 3,500

families.

It wasn't until 1869 that a Catholic

church appeared in the western North

Carolina with the completion of St.

Lawrence Church (now Basilica) in

Asheville. Catholicism spread in the re-

gion and Masses were held in private

homes in HendersonvUle.

Hendersonville's first Catholic

church was built in 1912. The Church of

the Immaculate Conception, a small,

white clapboard church, featured

wooden pews that seated 50 people.

Under the guidance of Father Peter

Marion, the first pastor, the small group

of Catholics struggled to survive with

modest collections. Often, parishioners

donated food and other necessities for the

rectory.

Immaculata School was built in

IIVIMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
208 Seventh Avenue West

Hendersonville, N.C. 28791

(828) 693-6901

Vicariate: Asheville

Pastor: Capuchin Father John Aurilia

Parochial Vicar: Capuchin Father

John Salvas

Pastoral Associate: Capuchin Brother

Michael Molloy

Hispanic Ministry: Capuchin Brother

Francisco Arredondo

Number of Households: 3,500

Capuchin Father

John Aurilia

Hendersonville in 1926 and enlarged in

1944 to accommodate 125 students. To-

day, the school has around 200 students.

Father Phillip O'Mara came to the

congregation numbering less than 100

in 1931. However, summertime visitors

gradually increased and in 1936 a new

church made of stone was built to accom-

modate 200 people.

Father Howard Lane served the

church as pastor fi-om 1944 until his

death in 1967. His management skills

helped free Immaculate Conception from

its debt by 1966. He also guided the

church through the changes established

by the Second Vatican CouncU. The first

Mass in English was held at Immaculate

Conception on Nov. 29, 1964.

Father Lane often vacationed in

Italy and obtained a new altar stone for

January 23, 2004,

the church, and had it blessed by Pope'

Paul VI. This stone has now become a

sacred part of Immaculate Conception,

remaining in the church to this day.

After Father Lane's death. Father

(now Msgr.) Joseph Showfety became

pastor and oversaw repairs to the aging

church and rectory. But the congrega-

tion had grown to 240 families and a

larger church was needed

Under Msgr. Showfety's guidance,

Immaculate Conception saw the begin-

ning of a larger church and the comple-

tion of a new convent and a playground

for Immaculata School. The new church,

which would seat 520 people, was de-

signed in a modern mountain-chalet style

The Diocese of Charlotte was ap-

proved in 1972 and founding Bishop

Michael J. Begley chose Msgr. Showfet)

as its first chancellor. Father (now

Msgr.) William Pharr became pastor ir

January 1972, the same year the ok

church was torn down. In April 1974

the new Immaculate Conceptior

Church, buUt to seat 520 people, wa;

dedicated. In the late 1970s, Immaculate

Conception Church was the largesi

Catholic parish in western North Carcv

Una with more than 1,600 parishioners.

Since that time. Immaculate Con-

ception has been blessed with severa

priests, including Father Thoma:
Walsh, Father Paul Wilderotter anc

Father Dennis Kuhn, a former Episcopa

lian priest who converted to Catholicism

Capuchin Father John C. Aurilia, th(

current pastor and frequent columnist fo

The Catholic News & Herald, was ap

pointed in June 1995. On April 12, 199'

he oversaw the groundbreaking for a ne\

Immaculate Conception. The two-levt

facility was designed to seat 800 peopl

and features administrative offices, a fam

ily center and a chapel for 100 worship

pers. Dedicated in December 1998, th

church's exterior roof resembles the soai

ing rooflines of the 1974 church.

By 1997, parishioners were in

volved in Hispanic ministry, which pre

vided aid for migrant workers in are

camps. Today, parishioners are involve

in more than 50 ministries.

Immaculate Conception Churc

continues to grow in numbers and fait!

It is a strength that continues to develo

in the face of changes that await in th

years to come.
Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!!

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

.^t Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
704 549 4010

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@VisitingAngels.com

We beat the banks!
IMS prides itself on customer service. We're a. local

lender and all we want is a chance to quote your

mortgage. Try us, you'll be happy you did. IMS has all

the answers and the loan programs to fit your needs.

41^

Apply on-line 24 hours a day
www.lendinglocal.com

Call Me! Kim Geter 704-759-31 76
or kmgeter@intemationalmortgage.net

7631 Sharon Lakes Rd., Ste.D ^^^IMS Mortgage Service
Charlotte, NO 28210
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Bishop Jugis, others

oin March for Life

RALLIES ROUSE
MARCHERS FOR
ANNUAL PRO-LIFE

EVENT

BY REV. MR. GERALD
POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON —
lishop Peter J. Jugis and
thers of the Diocese of

'harlotte were among tens

f thousands descending on

Washington for the annual

March for Life.

At rallies, prayer ser-

vices and marches held in

Washington on the 31st an-

niversary of the U.S. Su-
preme Court's 1973 Roe vs.

Wade and Doe vs. Bolton de-

cisions legalizing abortion,

participants were encour-
aged to continue their fight

against abortion.

See MARCH, page?

Catholic Schools Week 2004

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Mocesan Catholic schools celebrate 'Faith-Filled Future

'

tudents at St. Michael School in Gastonia take notes during class

1 this photo taken in August 2003. Catholic Schools Week, this

ear themed "Catholic Schools: A Faith-Filled Future," runs Jan.

5-31. Look for Catholic Schools Week coverage in the next issue

f The Catholic News & Herald.

And the Greatest

of These is Love'
Annuai diocesan

appeal to bring God's

hue to many

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — God is

love.

And as the people of God,
we are charged with bringing

his love to those in need.

The annual Diocesan Sup-

port Appeal has helped plant

and reap many seeds of hope

across the Diocese ofCharlotte.

This year, contributions to the

DSA will continue to support

those in need through 36 min-

istries across the diocese, in-

cluding Catholic Social Ser-

vices, educational and
multicultural ministries and
the vocations program.

The goal of this year's

DSA that kicksoff Feb. 1,

themed "The Greatest ofThese

is Love," is $3,775,000, and it

can only be obtained with sup-

port from Catholics across the

Diocese of Charlotte.

"Expressing the love of

Jesus must involve some ac-

tion," said Barbara Gaddy, as-

sociate director of the diocesan

development office. "The DSA
is a concrete way to express

that love in deeds beyond
words and feeling. It is also a

means of sharing what you
have with others."

"Contributing to the DSA
gives the Catholics of western

North Carolina an opportu-

nity to be a part of something

bigger, and to help the church

at large in its ministry

Illustration by Tim Faragher

Above is the poster for the 2004 Diocesan Support Appeal, which

kicks off Feb. 1 in the Diocese of Charlotte.

throughout the western part of

the state," said Bill Weldon,
chieffinancial officer ofthe Dio-

cese of Charlotte.

The reach ofthe DSA is far

and wide, said Gaddy, includ-

ing: providing resources and

workshops for parish and
school catechists; funding
seminarian education and
diaconate formation; provid-

ing flinds toward Catholic So-

cial Service's ministries; and al-

lowing Hispanic coordinators

throughout the diocese to as-

sist their pastors in serving

Spanish-speaking parishio-

ners.

"All of these diocesan min-

istries rely heavily on the

DSA," said Weldon. "It's cer-

tainly important from a finan-

See DSA, page 9
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Growing adoration

Bishop dedicates St. Gabriel

chapel

I PAGE 4

Unified by diversity

Multicultural ministry helps

communities

I PAGE 5

DSA 2004

Parish targets, ministries

budget

I PAGES 8-9
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own bacl<yard

VPANDJP2

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Pope John Paul II greets Vice President Dick Cheney during a private audience at

the Vatican Jan. 27. It was the pontiff's highest-level audience with a U.S. official

following the Iraqi war. The pope emphasized the need for International cooperation

in resolving conflicts around the world.

Pope-Cheney meeting

comes as U.S. and Vatican

rebuild relationsliip
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Vice

President Dick Cheney's first meeting

witli Pope John Paul II came at a time

when U.S.-Vatican relations are in a re-

building phase following the war in

Iraq.

Cheney met privately with the pope

Jan. 27 and later with the Vatican secre-

tary of state, Cardinal Angelo Sodano.

The discussions dealt primarily with the

current situation in Iraq, the Middle

Kzst and international terrorism.

The pope and Vatican officials have

argued against the U.S. decision to in-

vade Iraq, but recently have focused on

the need for cooperative reconstruction

rather than on past differences.

The pope said the international

community needs to help Iraqis "retake

the reins" of Iraq and establish democ-

racy, and emphasized the role of the

United Nations in this process and in

"collective security" throughout the

world.

But differences remain between the

Vatican and the United States over pre-

emptive or "preventive" war as a tool

against terrorism.

Vatican officials rejected the idea

that nations could wage war without

responding to a specific act of aggression

and without the explicit backing of the

United Nations or international treaties,

in order to eliminate a potential threat of

terrorism.

The Vatican recognizes use of force

to prevent acts of terrorism can some-

times be legitimate, as an extension of

the principle of self-defense, but the

threat must be specific and well-defined.

Failure to find Iraq's weapons of

mass destruction has bolstered the

Vatican's conviction that this war did

not have legitimacy.

The Vatican's reaction to the U.S.

military's 2001 actions in Afghanistan

was different — a Vatican spokesman

and other church officials offered quali-

fied support for U.S. attacks against al-

Qaida strongholds in Afghanistan, say-

ing use of force in that situation repre-

sented an extension of self-defense

against a terrorist organization that

could be expected to strike again.

But the same case could not be

made for Iraq, and this was under-

scored by the lack of an international

consensus in support of the war,

Vatican officials said.

Vatican officials caution that in con-

ducting the "war on terrorism," the

United States seems to rely too heavily

on short-term military solutions and not

enough on political, social and educative

steps.

"But there is also understanding

that the United States is still probably

under the influence of Sept. 1 1, and that

tliis has resulted in a priority for mili-

tary action," said one Vatican official.

World community urged to examine

failure to stop modem-day genocide

NEW YORK (CNS) — Arch-
bishop Celestino Migliore, Vatican

nuncio to the United Nations, called

Jan. 27 for the international commu-
nity to examine why it has failed to

prevent the new acts of genocide that

have occurred in recent years.

Speaking to the fourth Stockholm

International Forum, he said geno-

cide remains "a constant menace," and

the world is too interconnected to

"plead ignorance" of "what is happen-

ing on the other side of the global

village."

The nuncio's statement, released

by the Vatican's U.N. mission in New
York, said the international commu-
nity had legal instruments to "nip

genocides in the bud."

"What we need most now is a

greater and more courageous will to

implement them," he said.

"Among all forms of large-scale

Diocesan.
: planner

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA— St. Frances ofRome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors

the Oratory ofDivine Love Prayer Group in

the parish house the second and fourth

Tuesday of each month at 1 p.m. Call

(336) 372-8846 for more information.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — A four-part series,

"Understanding Tour Late Life Choices,"

will be presented at St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd., Thursdays Feb. 5-

26, 10-11:30 a.m. Topics will include

protecting your home and assets, housing

and in-home care, Medicare/Medicaid

and long-term care. For reservations, call

B.J. Dengler at (704) 364-5431, ext. 212.

CHARLOTTE — The Ladies Ancient Or-

der of Hibernians, St. Brigid's Division,

will celebrate the feast day of St. Brigid,

patroness of their order, Feb. 8 at a lun-

cheon following the 12:30 p.m. Mass at

St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd.

For further information, call Jeanmarie

Schuler at (704) 554-0720.

CHARLOTTE— "Just Second Fridays" is a

luncheon speaker series on social justice

topics that meets the second Friday of each

month, 1-2 p.m. in the Annex Building of

St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St. Dr.

Terry Armstrong, director of the Arrupe

Program in Social Ethics for Business and

Woodstock Business Conference, will

present "Shareholder vs. Stakeholder

Value" Feb. 13. Parking is available in

violence, genocide sets itself apart hy

the evil motivation behind it, namely,

its specific intent to destroy, in whol^

or in part, a nation, a race, an ethnici

or religious group, a defenseless on

vulnerable group of human beings^)

simply for being such," he said.
|

The Stockholm forum was initi-

ated in response to acts of anti-

Semitism in Sweden and reports that

many young people agreed with

those who denied the Holocaust ever

happened.
|

A forum on the Holocaust in 200C|

was followed by one in 2001 on com-|

bating intolerance and in 2002 or

truth, justice and reconciliation.

For this year's event, held Jan

26-28, Sweden invited representa-

tives of 58 countries and more than c

dozen international organizations tc

address the theme "Preventing Geno-

cide: Threats and Responsibilities."

the underground garage next to the churcf

For details call (704) 370-3225.

MINT HILL — Looking for a way to ge

closer to God this year? Put your new

year's resolution into practice by taking th«

Alpha Course. Alpha is a video lectun

series and supper club that meets Friday

nights through March 19. Registet

by calling (704) 573-7021 or e-mai

mcnuccie 1 @bellsout.net.

CHARLOTTE — Thank God It's Frida

(TGIF), a weekly support group for sepa

rated and divorced women, meets even

Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the New Lifi

Center building, room 114, of St. Matthev

Church, 8015 Ballantyne Pkwy., includinj

a potluck dinner. Divorced men are invitei

every third Wednesday of the month
TGIF is a healing ministry sponsored b;

Catholic Social Services, Charlott'

Regional Office and St. Matthew Church

For details, call Trish Wilson a

(704) 543-8986.

CHARLOTTE — St. Peter Church, 507 &

Tryon St., will offer Adoration of tlu Blesse,

Sacrameiit on the first Friday of ever

month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass am
Benediction at 1:30 p.m.

CHARLOTTE— The 50-f Club of St. Johi

Neumann Church, 8451 Idlewild Rd
meets the second Wednesday of eac

month at 1 1 a.m. with a program and kmc
in the parish center. For more informatior

call Lucille Kroboth at (704) 537-2189.

I
GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — Father Joe Zuschmidt al

Dennis Teall-Fleming will host an Evenin

of Conversation on the past and present chal
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ROM THE VATICAN

Pope urges international

community to lieip eradicate ieprosy

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

ohn Paul II urged the world commu-
lity to continue its work to wipe out

eprosy while the head of the

Vatican's office for health care empha-

ized the church's need to address the

piritual needs of the sick and medical

irofessionals.

After praying the Sunday Angelus

an. 25, World Day of Leprosy, the

lope said his thoughts were "with all

hose who still suffer from Hansen's

iisease," which is another name for

sprosy, a chronic infectious disease

hat attacks the skin, peripheral

lerves and mucous membranes of the

yes and respiratory tract. Lesions and

ensory loss in the affected areas usu-

lly begin in the toes and fingertips.

I

In some advanced cases, gangrene

'ets in, causing parts of the body to

Iiecome deformed.

jnges of the sexual abuse crisis the Catholic

"hurch is facing. Topics will include what
npact the crises have had on the Catholic

hurch as a whole. Catholics themselves and
o\\ well the Catholic Church is responding

y the crises. The conversation will take

lace Feb. 2 at 7:S0 p.m. in the Family Cen-
sr of Queen of the Apostles Church, 503 N.

/lain St. For details, call Dennis Teall-

leming at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26.

REENSBORO VICARIATE

JREENSBORO — Theology on Tap will

leet Tuesdays in February. Speakers in-

lude Sister Antonette Schmidt, Abbot
lacid Solari, Bishop William Curlin
nd Terry Aiken of IHM in High Point,

"heology on Tap meets at "Anton's" on
attleground Ave. 7 p.m. Contact
reensborotot@yahoo.com for more
iformation.

IIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of

-lary Church, Johnson St. and Skeet Club
Ld., will offer free basic and intermediate

'panish classes Thursdays. 7-8:30 p.m.
lasses begin Jan. 15 and end Feb. 19.

'o register, call Nancy Skee at (336) 884-

522.

GUILFORD COUNTY — The Ancient Or-
er of Hibernians Guilford County Division,

le oldest and largest order of Irish Catho-
c men, is looking for more Irish Catholic

len to join them for meetings, educational

eminars and social events. Contact
lichael Slane at (336) 665-9264 for time

nd location.

ICKORY VICARIATE

[ICKORY — A Grief Support Group meets
le second and fourth Wednesday of each

lonth at 6:30 p.m. in the parlor of St.

.loysius Church, 921 Second St. NE. For
lore information, call the church office at

i28) 327-2341.

^LISBURY VICARIATE

lOORESVILLE — A Support Group for
^arents Who Have Lost a Child of any age
leets the second Monday of each month at

p.m. at St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley
chool Rd. We draw strength from others'

xperience of loss and grief For more infor-

lation, call Joy at (704) 664-3992.

MOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

ANTON and WAYNESVILLE — The
nnual observance of World Marriage Sun-

"While I invite you to pray for

them and the people who care for

them, I encourage the international

community's efforts to eradicate this

disease," said the pope.

In a Jan. 25 message, Cardinal

Javier Lozano Barragan, president of

the Pontifical Council for Health Care

Workers, called for the training of reli-

gious and lay workers to prepare them
for the "spiritual trials not only of sick

people but also of the professional men
and women who are directly involved."

According to the Vatican, the

church worldwide runs 678 leper hos-

pitals, helping more than 817,000
people in 2002.

The World Health Organization

reported more than 620,000 new cases

of Hansen's disease across the globe in

2002, but warned the number of in-

fected people was much higher.

day will take place Feb. 8. There will be

special liturgies at 8:30 a.m. at Immacu-
late Conception Church, 42 Newfound
Rd, in Canton, and at 1 1 a.m. at St. John
Church, 234 Church St. in Waynesville,

during which couples will be able to re-

new their marriage vows. Following the

liturgies, there will be receptions for

couples in the respective church halls.

CANTON — Immaculate Conception
Church, 42 Newfound Rd., will conduct

one-hour sessions each Thursday
through Feb. 26 on "TJie Precepts of the

Catholic Church." Sessions will start at

noon — bring your lunch; drinks will be

provided. Discussions are open to any-

one who wants to know more about
church teachings or to review what you
learned many years ago. For more infor-

mation, call Dot and Chuck Luce at (828)
648-7369.

WAYNESVILLE — The Catholic

Women's Circle of St. John's Catholic Com-
munity meets the second Monday of each

month at 7 p.m. in the church hall. For
more information, call the church office

at (828) 456-6707.

FRANKLIN— The Women's Guild of St.

Francis of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St.,

meets the second Monday of each month
at 7 p.m. in the Family Life Center. The
meetings feature guest speakers and spe-

cial events periodically. For more infor-

mation, call Claire Barnable at (828)
369-1565.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — Learn Natural

Family Planning taught by the Couple to

Couple League. A four-part series of

classes will begin Feb. 15 at 1:30 p.m. at

St. Leo the Great Church, 335
Springdale Ave. For registration and in-

formation, call Stephanie and Todd
Brown at (336) 765-2909.

MT. AIRY — Holy Angels Church,
1208 N. Main St., offers Eucharistic Ado-
ration every Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m.,

and every Thursday, 10-11 a.m. Adora-
tion concludes with Benediction.

Pope says media too often hostile to

family values, urges changes
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Mod-

ern mass media too often encourage

negative family trends, uncritically

depicting infidelity and giving "posi-

tive support" to divorce, abortion and

homosexuality. Pope John Paul II

said.

The pope called on parents, com-
municators and public authorities to

fight what he termed an agenda "hos-

tile" to family values — but without

resorting to censorship.

The pope's message on the theme
"The Media in the Family: A Risk

and a Richness," released at the

Vatican Jan. 24, was designed to

prompt reflection ahead of World
Communications Day, to be marked
in most dioceses May 23.

The pope said today's global

reach of mass media offers virtually

unlimited opportunities for families

in terms of education, cultural expan-

sion and even spiritual growth, and

he noted the media sometimes treats

the family with intelligence and per-

ception.

On the other hand, he said, "infi-

delity, sexual activity outside of mar-
riage, and the absence of a moral and
spiritual vision of the marriage cov-

enant are depicted uncritically, while

positive support is at times given to

divorce, contraception, abortion and

homosexuality. Such portrayals, by

promoting causes inimical to mar-
riage and the family, are detrimental

to the common good of society."

The pope called for "practical ini-

tiatives" to offset this image of the

family.

Professional communicators re-

sist commercial pressures or de-

mands of secular ideologies, he said,

and civil authorities should, without

resorting to censorship, "set in place

regulatory policies and procedures to

ensure that the media do not act

against the good of the family."

The pope said parents, as their

children's primary educators, should

teach them not to uncritically accept

or imitate is depicted in the media,

and also need to regulate media use in

the home, including scheduling and

strictly limiting media use, putting

some media entirely off limits and
making media entertainment a family

event.

All modern communication
should be inspired by respect for the

truth and human dignity, he said.

Without that, he said, media have the

capacity to do "grave harm" by pre-

senting a deformed outlook on life, the

family, religion and morality.

Breaking for the pope

Is your parish or school having an event?

Please submit notices for the Diocesan

Planner at least 1 5 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704)370-3382.

CNS PHOTO EROM Reuters

Pope John Paul II listens to a rap song as a Polish youngster break dances during

an audience at the Vatican Jan. 25. Break dancers performed Jan. 25 before the

pontiff In the Vatican's sumptuous Clementine Hall, with some spinning on their

heads on the marble floor to the pope's apparent delight. They jumped and twisted

to the sound of rhythmic music that blared through the hall from a boombox. The

pope raised his hands in approval after each dancer finished, and told the group

afterward: "I bless you from my heart for this creative and difficult work." He also

told the youths that creativity was Important in all art and that artistic talent was

a gift of God that should be developed and not wasted. "Be faithful to beauty and

be faithful to goodness," he said.

CORRECTION
In the Jan. 16 issue, Tania Castillero was incorrectly identified as the Hispanic Center's

first full-time program director. She is a full-time Catholic Social Services employee

splitting her time between locations in High Point and Greensboro.
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GROWING ADORATION

Bishop Jugis dedicates

adoration ciiapei at

St. Gabriei Cliurcli

Courtesy Photo

Bishop Peter J. Jugis dedicates the expanded eucharistic adoration chapel at St.

Gabriel Church Jan. 25. The larger chapel was necessary to accommodate growth of

the devotion, so the parish expanded the size and seating availability of the previous

chapel.

BY KATHY SCHMUGGE
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLOTTE — Parishioners of

St. Gabriel Church now have more

room for eucharistic adoration.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis dedicated the

expanded adoration chapel Jan. 25.

The larger chapel was necessary to

accommodate growth of the devotion, so

the parish expanded the size and seating

availability of the previous chapel. Also

added was a picture of the Annunciation,

given to the church by an anonymous

donor.

"In this chapel, the love ofChrist will

be present," said Bishop Jugis during the

ceremony. "In this chapel, the sweet con-

versation with our Lord, which we begin

in Mass, will continue in personal and

private adoration."

Eucharistic adoration, also called

perpetual adoration, is a practice in some

Catholic parishes and religious commu-

nities of exposing the Eucharist 24

hours a day for adoration by members of

the community. Communities that es-

tablish perpetual adoration are expected

to assure there are always some mem-
bers present in prayer before the ex-

posed Blessed Sacrament.

Bishop Jugis said eucharistic adora-

tion assisted him in his discerning of his

call to the priesthood. He recalled the

times he spent as a young man before the

Eucharist at St. Vincent de Paul Church

in Charlotte.

"It is there before the Blessed Sacra-

ment that the Lord speaks to young men

about the priesthood," said Bishop Jugis.

The bishop spoke of the relationship

between the priesthood and the Eucha-

rist, and said both were instituted at the

Last Supper.

'The prayer that is offered here will

build up our families in Christ, will build

up our homes, will build up this parish

and will build up this city," said Bishop

Jugis.

"If people let Christ's love and peace

abide with them, it will produce great

fi-uit after they leave the chapel and go

out into the world," he said.

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

AsheviUe's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

1401 Parton Ave

Asheville, NC
(828) 252-3535

72 l ong ShoaLs Rrwd

Aiden, NC
(828) 687-3530

Young Adult Views

Catholics age 20-39 who consider the

following 'essential' or Very important'

aspects of the faith.

Following Conscience
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Possinq on the Faith
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Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care •Companionship HoDlC
• Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping

T*Vl<stPafl
• Meal preparation • Medication reminders Xilol^aU

•^^ SENIORCARE*

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

704-344-0801 Bonded - Insured - Trained

Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated.

La (BeCCa Sposa
the beautiful bride

Couture WeMng gowns * (Bridesmai(fs* (Ffx:>wer QirCs • 1?' Communion

1 30 Matthews Station
Charlotte, NC

phone :704. 847. 2255
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Unified by diversity in North Carolina

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Vietnamese dancers helped celebrate the ordination of Bishop Peter J. Jugis at St. Matthew Church in Charlotte Oct. 24. The
Vietnamese community Is one of several served by the Multicultural Ministry of the diocese. Non-English speaking Catholics

make up more than one-half of the total Catholic population in western North Carolina.

Multicultural Ministry

helps communities

'thrive in diocese

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

MORGANTON — Tucked away
n the mountains of North Carolina, St.

llharles Borromeo Church has become
1 welcoming haven for three diverse

ithnic groups — Anglos; Guatemalans

rom Central America; and Hmong,
efugees from the highlands of Vietnam
ind Laos.

Ministering to three populations

eparated by language, heritage and
:ven spirituality can prove a challenge,

)ut Father Ken Whittington, pastor of

it. Charles Borromeo, and his staff

lave met that challenge by serving

ach group's individual needs while

ntegrating them as one community.
St. Charles Borromeo offers three

*4asses each Sunday — in English,

Spanish and Hmong. To bring the cul-

ures together in worship, the church

Iso offers a bilingual Mass. Fittingly,

'entecost is celebrated together by the

ntire parish community.
The church is aided by the

vlulticultural Ministry of the Diocese

if Charlotte, which encourages Span-
sh- and Hmong-Ianguage Masses and
•ther ministries to reach out to grow-
ng populations. As a result, Catholi-

ism is thriving in the Hmong, His-

lanic and other communities.

North Carolina's Hmong popula-

ion is the fourth largest in the United
Itates. About 10 percent of Hmong
iving in the United States are Catho-
ic, according to the U.S. Catholic Bish-

ips Office of Migration & Refugee Ser-

ices.

North Carolina also has one of the

]\/|ake the right move to

finding your dream home.
See Chase first...

because home
ownership matters.

TAILORED MORTGAGE PROGRAMS

• Chase mortgage programs are
tailored to fit your individual needs

' • Experienced mortgage specialists

will personally work with you from
application through closing

• A free mortgage affordability

estimate can show you how much
home you can afford*

• A Chase mortgage preapproval will

make you feel more confident
knowing you have "cash in hand"
when shopping for a home
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United States' fastest-growing Span-
ish-speaking populations, accounting

for approximately one-half the Catho-
lics in the Diocese of Charlotte.

Concurrently, a steady increase in

the number of individuals from South-

east Asia over the years has led the

Diocese of Charlotte to establish Ko-
rean and Vietnamese missions in

Charlotte in the 1990s. There is a

combined 1,000 registered individuals

at the missions, St. John Lee Korean
Church and St. Joseph Vietnamese
Church.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis has ex-
pressed a willingness to learn Korean
and Vietnamese in a continued effort to

shepherd the immigration populations

of the diocese.

"What is already beginning to

happen in the parishes should be con-

tinued," he said. "That is, bilingual

Masses and parish celebrations, so

that the Catholic Church stays one

and united and does not fall along par-

allel tracks according to diverse ethnic

origins."

In "Instruction on the Pastoral

Care of People Who Migrate," Pope
Paul VI affirmed, "migrating people

carry with them their own mentality,

their own language, their own culture,

and their own religion. All of these

things are parts of a certain spiritual

heritage of opinions, traditions and
culture, which will (continue to exist)

outside the homeland."

"The church is for the Catholics

who are here now," Father
Whittington said. "If tomorrow they

are from Mars, then we would minis-

ter to them."

Although his parishioners are all

Catholic, Father Whittington realizes

there are important differences in their

spirituality.

"Our Spanish-speaking parishio-

ners are mostly Guatemalans of

Mayan descent, and their style of wor-
ship is very different from that of other

Hispanics," he said. "They are quietly

spiritual and naturally contempla-
tive."

In "Encuentro and Mission," the

bishops of the United States said, "Be-

cause Hispanics are a blessing to the

entire church in the United States, and

because Hispanic ministry is integral

to its mission, appreciating and em-
bracing the contribution this commu-
nity has made are important."

To encourage the catechesis of its

Hmong population, St. Charles
Borromeo is served by a full-time

Hmong catechist, Pe Lis, who is cur-

rently studying to be a member of the

permanent diaconate. The Hmong
New Year is celebrated in conjunction

with the parish's annual festival.

"If we look at people and say

'They're African-American or French
or Hmong,' we're missing the most
important thing — that they are fore-

most Catholic," said Sister Andrea
Inkrott, director for diocesan Hispanic

ministry. She also said the presence of

Catholics from other cultures is "a gift

that should be celebrated."

"It's more important to appreciate

each other and value the gift the other

culture has," Father Whittington said.

Multicultural Ministry u one of36 min-

istriesfunded by contributions to tlie Diocesan

Support Appeal

More than 50 years of summer fun
and growth in the Blue Ridge Mountains

with outstanding Christian staff!

Please callfor a brochure and free video
or visit our Web sites.

Merri-Mac for Girls

Timberlake for Boys
1123 Montreal Road

Black Mountain, NC 28711
828-669-8766

www.merri-mac.com
www.camptimberlake.com
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FIGHTING FOR LIFE

January 30, 200^

President says every

person is 'a blessing'

Text of President BusKs remarks to March for Life

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON— Here is the text

of President George W. Bush's remarks

made via a telephone call from Roswell,

N.M., to Nellie Gray, head of March for

Life, and participants at the March for

Life rally on the Ellipse Jan. 22 in Wash-

ington. The president was in Roswell to

address law enforcement officials and

others about the war on terrorism.

Well, thank you very much, Nellie. I

appreciate your kind introduction, and

thank you for including me in this cel-

ebration of life. I'm calling you today

from Roswell, New Mexico. And it

sounds like you've got some people who

know where Roswell is here in the audi-

ence.

I know that good folks have gath-

ered there on the Mall from every corner

of America to take part in the 31st

March for Life. And I want you to pass

on my best to each one ofthem in person,

please, and tell them how much I appre-

ciate their devotion to such a noble cause.

You believe, as I do, that every per-

son, however frail or vulnerable, is a

blessing. Each of us has a special dignity,

a place and purpose in this world. And in

the Declaration of Independence, our

founders stated this self-evident truth:

The right to life does not come from

government, it comes from the Creator

oflife.

During the past three years we've

made real progress toward building a

culture of life in America. As president,

I've signed the Bom-Alive Infants Protec-

tion Act. I have signed legislation sup-

porting maternity group homes. Work-

ing with the Congress, we have refijsed to

spend taxpayers' money on international

programs that promote abortion over-

seas. We're opposed to the destruction of

embryos for stem-cell research. And last

November it was my honor to sign into

law a ban on the brutal procedure of

partial-birth abortion.

Nellie, I want you to know that our

administration is vigorously defending

this law against those who would seek to

overturn it in the courts. I also want you

to know without your hard work and

dedication to the cause of life, these

achievements would not have been pos-

sible.

But we all know there is still more to

do. Earlier this week, I proposed that we

double federal funding for abstinence

education programs. We wiU continue to

support crisis pregnancy centers, adop-

tion, parental notification laws and the

vital work of faith-based groups.

I strongly support the Unborn Vic-

tims of Violence Act, which the House

Judiciary Committee approved yester-

day. And now the entire Congress

should act on this bill so I can sign it into

law.

We'U also work with Congress to

pass without delay a comprehensive and

effective ban on human cloning. We can

push the limits of medical science while

maintaining the highest of ethical stan-

dards. Human life is a creation, not a

commodity, and should not be used as

research material for reckless experi-

ments.

Above all, we must continue with

civility and respect to remind our fellow

citizens that all life is sacred and worthy

of protection. I know as you return to

your communities you will redouble

your efforts to change hearts and minds,

one person at a time. And this is the way

we wOl build a lasting culture of life, a

compassionate society in which every

child is born into a loving family and

protected by law.

Gray: We pledge that to you, Mr.

President.

Bush: Thank you, Nellie. I appreci-

ate so very much the opportunity to

speak to you and the assembled crowd.

May God bless you all, and may he

continue to bless America.

Thank you very much.

Create a winning event

1551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC
(828) 327-7441 or toll-free at

(888) 536-7441

info@catholicconference.org

www.catholicconference.org

Having your meeting
or conference at the
center makes you a
winner every time!

We can help you turn an ordinary

conference, meeting, retreat, or banquet

into a special event! You plan the event,

we'llprovide the environment!

^NThe Catholic
^ I— Conference
\JI Center

Photo by Nancy Wieo

Above: Maria Miller embraces daught

Devin, 6, during the National Prayi

Vigil for Life Jan. 21 at the Basilica

the National Shrine of the Immacula

Conception in Washington. They traveli

to the nation's capital from Hickoi

N.C., where they are parishioners of !

Aloysius Church.

Photo by Joseph Purello

Left: Bishop Peter J. Jugis celebrat

Mass at the Basilica of the Natior

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception

Washington Jan. 22. Hundreds of Nor

Carolinians attended the Mass and t

March for Life.

Where do you want your child?
... in a safe, happy environment for learning

and formation of virtue and character ...

Centered on Christ

Focused on Excellence

We offer grades K-5 in a curriculum within the Catholic intellectual

and spiritual tradition, emphasizing the Church's teaching authority.

It consists of an ordered series of courses in religion, phonics-based

reading, grammar, literature, mathematics, social studies, and

science. Effective up-to-date materials are used in this college

preparatory program.

WE WELCOME ALL FAMILIES WHO WANT THE BEST

FOR THEIR CHILDREN AT A VERY AFFORDABLE COST

Call us for a private tour today! 704-841-2292

Blessed Sacrament Academy
2024 Sam Newell Road, Matthews, NC 28105-4529

(Behind Windsor Square Shopping Center)

A private academy, indepenent of Charlotte diocesan schools

PRESENTTHIS ADFOR
$100 OFF

REGISTRATION FEE

Open House to meet

parents and teachers

Fri., Feb. 20,

10am— 2pm
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FIGHTING FOR LIFE

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkav

Bishop Peter J. Jugis stands with youth from St. Barnabas Church in Arden prior to the start of the March for Life in Washington

jan. 22.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis stands with youth from St. Barnabas Church in Arden prior to the s

jan. 22.

Marching for life

MARCH, from page 1

Bishop Jugis celebrated Mass at

the Basilica of the National Shrine of

the Immaculate Conception the
morning of the march, Jan. 22. Six-

teen priests concelebrated and four

deacons from the Diocese of Charlotte

assisted with the Mass at the basilica,

which was filled almost to capacity.

"What was most moving for me
was the size of the basilica, and a

small diocese being able to fill the

basilica almost to capacity," said Fa-

ther Christopher Davis of Holy In-

fant Church in Reidsville.

"This show how seriously the

Catholics of North Carolina take their

faith and how strongly they feel

about the abortion issue," he said.

At the end of the Mass, Bishop

Jugis polled those present to deter-

mine how many were from the dio-

ceses of Charlotte and Raleigh — the

majority of those in attendance raised

their hands.

Concelebrants of the Mass in-

cluded Father Christopher Roux, pa-

rochial vicar of St. Mark Church in

Huntersville; Father Matthew Kauth,

administrator of St. Francis of Assisi

Church in Franklin; Father Christo-

pher Gober, administrator of St.

Lucien Church in Spruce Pine; Father

Roger Arnsparger, pastor of St.

Barnabas Church in Arden; Father
Matthew Buettner, parochial vicar of

St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte; and
Father Kieran Neilson of Belmont
Abbey.

Father Jeffrey Ingham and Fa-
ther JaVan Saxon, both of the Diocese
of Raleigh, also concelebrated.

The assisting deacons were Rev.

Mr. Arthur Kingsley of St. Barnabas
Church; Rev. Mr. Ron Steinkamp of

St. Pius X Church in Greensboro;
Rev. Mr. Timothy Reid, newly or-

dained transitional deacon; and Rev.

Mr. Gerald Potkay of Holy Infant

Church.

Father Jim Collins from St. Jo-

seph Church in Newton, 33 parishio-

ners from Holy Infant Church and 32

from St. Barnabas Church joined pa-

rishioners from Catholic churches in

Greensboro, Winston-Salem,
Hickory, Newton, Charlotte,

Salisbury, Huntersville, Reidsville

and other areas of the diocese in

Washington.
Charlotte Catholic and Bishop

McGuinness high schools also sent

marchers to Washington.
"The Diocese of Charlotte was

well represented in Washington for

the March for Life," said Maggi
Nadol, director of the diocesan Re-

spect Life Office. "To see so many
willing to make a personal sacrifice of

their time to be a witness for life is a

wonderful example of faith in action."

The diocesan Respect Life Office,

which receives funding from the Di-

ocesan Support Appeal, "is a ministry

of Catholic Social Services, acting as a

liaison with parishes to help build a

culture of life," said Nadol. "Through
education, sponsored events and re-

source material, DSA funding keeps

the issues on the sanctity of life avail-

able for Catholics in western North
Carolina."

Bishop Jugis said he was inspired

by the number of North Carolinians

who "made the sacrifice to come to

Washington for the March for Life."

"When I first went to the March
for Life with the diocesan Respect Life

Office in 1984, we had one or two
buses from Charlotte, but this year we
were literally hundreds and hundreds

of North Carolinians at the Mass and

the march," said Bishop Jugis.

"Easily, the greatest numbers of

people in attendance were the youth,"

he said. "This gives us great cause for

hope for the future that our young
people believe so strongly in this im-

portant issue of respecting the dig-

nity of human life."

Executive support
President George W. Bush ad-

dressed March for Life participants at

a Jan. 22 rally at the Ellipse between

the White House and the Washington
Monument, telling them by phone
from Roswell, N.M., that they must
continue "to remind our fellow citi-

zens that all life is sacred and worthy
of protection."

He spoke of the abortion-limiting

legislation passed during his admin-
istration, including the Born-Alive

Infants Protection Act; the ban on
partial-birth abortion, which is facing

a court challenge; and restrictions on

use of tax money in international pro-

grams that encourage abortion.

He also listed several other pieces

of legislation he would support, in-

cluding increased federal funding for

abstinence education and passage of

the Unborn Victims of Violence Act,

which would allow prosecution under

homicide statutes for the death of fe-

tuses killed during the commission of

a crime.

The crowd gathered on the El-

lipse for the March for Life rally re-

sembled a high school pep rally com-
plete with chaperones. People as-

sembled in small groups to take pic-

tures of themselves, eat a quick lunch

or hold aloft banners before the

speeches began, and they seemed
more relaxed than in previous years,

perhaps in part because of warmer
temperatures.

After the rally speeches, partici-

pants walked along Constitution Av-
enue to the Supreme Court and then

many continued to visit members of

Congress and lobby for pro-life legis-

lation.

Before heading back to their

buses, hundreds of marchers stopped

at Catholic churches for drinks and

snacks.

Speaking out
At the end of the day, when most

marchers began their trips home, a

few hundred remained in front of the

Supreme Court for a another rally

where at least 50 women held signs

that read "I regret my abortion."
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The rally was part of the Silent

No More Campaign co-sponsored by

the Catholic organization Priests for

Life and the National Organization of

Episcopalians for Life (NOEL).
One of the first speakers was ac-

tress Jennifer O'Neill, who told the

crowd that all speakers that night

had different stories and different rea-

sons for having their abortions, but

one common thread was that they all

regretted the procedure.

"You can't kill your own young
and be well afterward," she said, add-

ing that she had nine miscarriages

after her abortion.

She also said that she suffered

emotionally after the abortion, but

pointed out that her faith in God en-

abled her to find "healing, hope and

restoration."

Alveda King, the niece of the Rev.

Martin Luther King Jr., told the

crowd she too felt the emotional pain

of having an abortion, but also came
to experience God's forgiveness.

"Women who don't admit to the

pain of abortion are numb," she said.

Rallies where women speak
frankly about the impact of abortion

on their lives have expanded the pro-

life movement's emphasis, according

to Georgette Fourney, executive di-

rector ofNOEL and co-founder of the

Silent No More Awareness Cam-
paign.

During a Jan. 23 panel discussion

on abortion and the American woman
at The Catholic University of

America in Washington, Fourney
said that as women begin to speak

more openly about the physical and
emotional pain they suffered from
their abortions they will begin a new
grass-roots movement.

Panelist Cathy Cleaver Ruse, di-

rector of planning and information

for the U.S. bishops' Secretariat for

Pro-Life Activities agreed, stating

that society as a whole is beginning to

understand the concept that abortion

kills babies but it "still embraces
abortion saying it's good for women."

She described the women who are

speaking out as "our new prophets

who will bring us to the end of this.

These women are the rest of the

story."

In a Jan. 22 press conference by

the National Right to Life Committee,

Wanda Franz, the organization's

president, said that "the days of Roe
are numbered: The number of abor-

tions is down and the support for

abortion rights has eroded."

Across the country, dozens of

Masses, pro-life rallies and prayer

services took place to mark the Roe
anniversary.

Editor Kevin E. Murray and Catho-

lic News Service contributed to this story.

Respect Life Office is one of the 36
ministries funded by contributions to the

Diocesan Support Appeal.
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DSA SUPPORTED AGENCIES AND MINISTRIES

Catholic Social Services Ministries

Diocesan Ministries

Elder Ministries

Family Life

Marriage Preparation

Natural Family Planning

Refugee Resettlement

Respect Life

Office of Justice and Peace

Catholic Campaign for Human Development

Catholic Relief Services

Education - Issue Response

(704) 370-3262

(704) 370-3228

(704) 370-3220

(704) 370-3250

(704) 370-3228

(704) 370-3230

(704) 370-3277

(704) 370-3229

(704) 370-3225

(704) 370-3234

(704) 370-3231

(704) 370-3225

(828) 835-3535

(828) 255-0146

Office of Economic Opportunity

Catholics Social Services — Western Regional Office

Hispanic Social Services, Adoption, Counseling,

Crisis Intervention, Foster Care, Pregnancy Support

Catholic Social Services — Charlotte Regional Office (704) 370-3232

Adoption, Counseling, Crisis Intervention, Foster Care,

Pregnancy Support, Programa Esperanza

Catholic Social Services — Piedmont-Triad Regional Office (336) 727-0705

Casa Guadalupe, Adoption, Counseling, Crisis Intervention,

Foster Care, Pregnancy Support

Hispanic Center, High Point

Housing Ministry

Multicultural Ministries

African American Ministry

Hispanic Ministry

Hmong & Lahu Ministry

Educational Ministries

Vicar for Education

Campus Ministry

Catholic Schools Administration

Evangelization & Ministry Formation

Faith Formation

Media Resources

RCIA

Young Adult Ministry

Youth Ministry

Vocations

Permanent Diaconate

Prison Ministry

Seminarian Education

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

(336) 884-5858

(704) 370-3250

(704) 370-3399

(704) 335-1281

(704) 327-2341

(704) 370-3210

(704) 370-3212

(704) 370-3270

(704) 370-3274

(704) 370-3246

(704) 370-3241

(704) 370-3246

(704) 370-3212

(704) 370-3211

(704) 370-3344

(704) 370-3344

(704) 370-3353

TheCatholicCompany
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.CatholicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

• unique gifts

& cards

• Statues

• Books, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
Men. thru Sat.

10 am - 6 pm

19905 west Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28

(Johnsburv square - next to Goodwill)

2004 DSA MINISTRIES BUDGET

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES

DIOCESAN MINISTRIES

Special Ministries $226,167

Natural Family Planning— Respect Life

Elder Ministry

Family Life

Marriage Preparation

Office of Justice and Peace $149,755

Catholic Campaign for Human Development, Catholic Relief Services, Parish Social Ministry,

Voices for Justice, Legislative Network

Refugee Resettlement Program $36,704

Catholic Social Service Administration $1 58,41

5

REGIONAL SERVICES

Western Regional Office, Asheville $214,487

Hispanic Services, Adoption, Counseling, Crisis Intervention, Foster Care, Pregnancy Support

Charlotte Regional Office $291 ,443

Adoption, Counseling, Crisis Intervention, Foster Care, Pregnancy Support, Programa Esperanza

Piedmont Triad Office, Winston-Salem $272,298

Casa Guadalupe, Adoption, Counseling, Crisis Intervention, Foster Care, Pregnancy Support

HOUSING MINISTRY $80,000

MULTICULTURAL MINISTRIES

African American $23,735

Hispanic Ministry $446,020

Hmong/Lahu Ministry $40,950

EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES

Campus Ministry $369,532

Catholic Schools Administration $158,924

Education Office $30,535

Evangelization & Ministry Formation $72^848

Faith Formation $361,784

Media Resources $90,1 94

Young Adult Ministry $48,660

Youth Ministry $139,929

VOCATIONS

Permanent Diaconate $114,838

Seminarian Education $264,153

CAMPAIGN EXPENSES $183,629

TOTAL $3,775,000

DSA Goal for 2004 - $3,775,000

Catholic Social Services

$1,349,269 (36%)

Educational Ministries

$1,272,406 (34%)

Vocations

$378,991 (10%)

Multicultural Ministries

$510,705 (13.5%)

Housing Ministry

$80,000 (2%)

Campaign Expenses

$183,629 (4.5%)
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Annual appeal to bring God's

love to many
DSA, from page 1

cial perspective, because although there

is outside funding for almost all of our

ministries, the DSA is the primary fund-

ing source for them, with the exception

of Catholic Social Services."

"As the people of the diocese entrust

us with their gifts, we are then account-

able to them for the use of these re-

sources," said Weldon. "We are very

conscious of the sacrifices people make;

we have a strong sense of responsibility

to use the funds as prudently as possible

to achieve the goals of the various minis-

tries and agencies."

Dissecting the DSA
"Most of the programs and services

offered by the DSA-funded ministries

are provided by staff" of the diocese," said

Weldon. "Consequently, the largest cat-

egory of these expenses is personnel-

related. However, the DSA only pro-

vides fijnding for direct program costs.

There is no allocation of indirect costs."

"As an example, accounting and fi-

nance costs are general and administra-

tive expenses, not direct program costs,"

he said. "Therefore, none of the expenses

in this category are funded by the DSA."
Planning for this year's DSA began

last fall as budgeting for the 2004-2005
fiscal year began. The goal represents an
increase of $55,000, or 1.5 percent, over

last year's goal, said Weldon.

"This increase is slightly more than

the increase in diocesan-wide offertory of

1.3 percent, and less than the increase of

4 percent in our Catholic population," he

said. "We have tried very hard to limit

cost increases while expanding program
services."

Establishing the current goal of

$3,775,000 involved account-by-ac-

count budgets for each program and

ministry that receives DSA fianding, said

Weldon. "Two components — program
changes and cost increases— are exam-
ined when establishing the DSA budget.

The amount budgeted for each ministry

is published in this issue of T/u Cat/iolic

News & Herald (on pages 8-9)."

The diocese has established a

monthly reporting process so each

program's financial performance can be

monitored throughout the year.

"We are committed to the highest

standards of fiscal integrity and ac-

countability," said Weldon. "Every fall,

we present a financial report in The
Catholic News & Herald that presents the

previous year's actual DSA funding by
ministry."

People power
'While we are gratefijl for the very

large donations to the DSA, the vast

majority ofthem are not large donations,

so every contribution counts," said

Weldon.

"But the financial picture only tells

part of the story," he said. 'The real story

is told by the people who benefit fi-om

the DSA programs and ministries.

"While not the total picture, DSA
fiinding is critical in facilitating our min-

istry to reach 30,000 children and adults

last year," said Dr. Cris VLllapando, di-

rector of the diocesan Faith Formation

Office.

Guided by the cornerstones of

prayer, wise planning and financial and

human resources, Villapando said DSA
fiinds helped the Faith Formation Office

assist 13,934 catechists, 18,239 children

in faith formation, 350 adults at the Fire

in the Mountains event, 250 adults at

the Lighting the Fires of Faith event,

700 adults in Small Christian Commu-
nity and 700 catechumens and candi-

dates in the RCIA.
With an increase of 4 percent in

Catholic population within the Diocese

of Charlotte, the 36 ministries funded by
the DSA have more people to assist in

the coming year.

'The program directors work very

hard to stretch every dollar in funding

so as to maximize the services rendered,"

said Weldon. 'They also work very hard

to generate additional fijnding for their

programs and ministries."

For example. Catholic Social Ser-

vices generates approximately three-

fourths of its total funding fi-om sources

other than the DSA, said Weldon.

Each of the 91 parishes and mis-

sions within the Diocese of Charlotte is

assigned a target — "their share of the

overall goal of $3,775,000," said

Weldon. 'This is accomplished by using

a formula established by a task force of

lay people, pastors and finance council

representatives."

Parish offertory fi-om the last fiscal

year is the starting point, said Weldon.

Then, 25 percent of parish subsidy to

Catholic schools is subtracted fi"om the

parish offertory. The resulting number
is the basis for a mathematical computa-

tion that determines each parish's pro-

rata share of the DSA goal.

"If, through parishioner contribu-

tions, a particular parish goes over its

target, the excess is rebated to the par-

ish," said Weldon. "If a parish falls short

of its target, the parish is expected to

make up the difference fi-om its own
budget."

Making thepledge
In the coming week, registered pa-

rishioners will receive pledge cards and

letters at their homes fi-om Bishop Peter

J. Jugis, asking for their support of the

DSA. Parishioners may send in a dona-

tion with those cards for all or part of

their pledges. Reminder cards will be

sent out in May for the amount not yet

paid, and that amount may be paid over

a period of six months.

"I ask your special consideration for

your support of the DSA again this

year," said Bishop Jugis. "Each person's

contribution makes a difference to the

success of the DSA."
"We understand people make sacri-

fices to support the DSA, their parish

and Catholic schools," he said. 'We ap-

preciate those sacrifices; it's not some-

thing we take for granted."

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Book of revelations, essays

makes for 'nice liandbook'
REVIEWED BY

ELIZABETH RACKOVER
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

'Xeaping: Revelations and Epipha-

nies" is an apt title for this selection of

airy essays by Brian Doyle in which

thoughts, ideas and memories spill out

one after the other, arriving, as the sub-

title says, at revelations and epiphanies.

His essays are connected loosely by

a spiritual thread and a pleasing sense of

humor. One might imagine many of the

stories told over a Sunday brunch, those

with the more colorful details coming

after the second bottle of champagne is

opened.

Doyle, editor ofPortlandMagazine at

the University of Portland, Ore., associ-

"Leaping: Revelations and Epipha-

nies," by Brian Doyle. Loyola Press

(Chicago, 2003). 194 pp., $13.95.

ated with the Congregation of the Holy

Cross, puts a lot of thought into his

writings about daily life's mundane and

constant proofs of God's hand touching

this world. The reader will enjoy Doyle

most, I think, if already inclined toward

those proofs. This book is not "chicken

soup" for a doubtful soul but rather a

lovely icing for the choir.

This choir member, for instance,

was charmed by observations on the

challenges and triumphs of teaching cat-

echism. I was especially grateful for

Doyle's authoritative assertion to his

young students that "God forgives

Hitler" (during a discussion involving

God's infinite love and mercy).

Personally, I teach in constant fear

of receiving "the phone call" from the

irate parent whose child has said that

"teacher says God loves Osama bin

Laden and Saddam Hussein and would

welcome their heartfelt repentance and

remorse." Mr. Doyle, you have given me
a vital reassurance! Now, if I get that

phone call, I will send your book to that

parent.

Doyle's essay "Leap," about victims

at the World Trade Center, appears in

this book in the section "Grace Under
Duress." It is featured on the PBS Front-

line Web site "Faith and Doubt at

Ground Zero." Doyle has written three

earlier collections of essays: "Credo,"

"Saints Passionate and Peculiar," and.

with his father, Jim Doyle, retired

Catholic Press Association executive di-

rector, "Two Voices." His work has ap-

peared in the best American essays an-

thologies of 1998, 1999 and 2003.

Doyle's subjects in "Leaping" in-

clude the colorful and sharply detailed

territory of the pre-Vatican II Catholic

childhood. Doyle recalls a church that

towered over its young, robed in Latin

and veiled in all that glorious incense. He
recalls the privacy of the sacristy, the

flickering prayerful votive candles, the

stunning and sometimes moodily
sainted stained-glass windows, and the

rhythmic whap! whap! whap! of kneelers

being pushed up after the Mass has

ended and everyone has gone in peace to

love and serve the Lord.

These are all living memories, and,

as Doyle relates them, readers will relive

their own.

Doyle invites readers to imagine

Christ as a boy — a real boy "hauling

lumber for his stepfather, and straining

to curve planks for chair ... not to men-
tion grumbling through the various

physical tasks around the house." He
exhorts us to look past the physical

Christ of the Bible ("a travelin' man")

and to imagine ourselves into, the heart

and soul of a boy growing up as normal

as possible considering the circum-

stances!

"If we remember only the legend of

this man ... we do him disservice and

disrespect, for he was once one of us,

which is to say he is us. That is his

message and genius; that is the song he

sings still."

"Leaping" ultimately proclaims that

news of all news: Jesus lived, just exactly

like us, for a while. He was divine, and he

was human. And, as one of his catechism

students said one day, "It doesn't matter

what his name is really. It just matters

that we can stiU talk to him and that he

said love is the boss. Isn't that right?"

Yes. God is love, and love is the

boss. And Doyle's essays make a nice

handbook.

BARGAINS! FOOD! FUN!

Attic and Bake Sale

Saturday, Feb. 7

8 am - 3 pm

St. Ann Church
3635 Park Road

Charlotte 1

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: FEB. 8, 2004

Feb. 8, Fi/th Sunday

in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Isaiah 6:l-2a, 3-8

Psalm 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8

2) 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

3) Gospel: Luke 5:1-11

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The shallows were safe. There, feet

planted on the bottom and head well

above water, it was easy to imagine

yourself an aquatic creature and water a

harmless, refreshing alternative to play-

grounds.

But the appeal of the shallow end

was short-lived. On hot summer days,

shallow water grew bathtub warm.
Only in the deep end was water cool all

day. That's where the action was any-

way. That's where you could entertain

your friends with slapstick antics off" the

side, or impress girls with heroic dives

from the high board, or indulge pirate

fantasies, diving for quarters thrown in

when the lifeguards weren't looking.

But the very depth that made it so

attractive also made it scary. When a

friend dunked you in the deep end, there

was no instant pushing off" from the'

bottom to break the surface, no walking

to the side to catch your breath. If some-

thing went wrong— a side stitch, a foot

cramp, water down your windpipe —
the deep was unforgiving. It became

frighteningly clear in such moments
how illusory was our sense of mastery

over the water.

In the end, the key to surviving the

deep end was trust. For those inevitable

moments of struggle, disorientation,

panic, you had to trust the lifeguard to

see you, to bear you up and bring you to

safety.

"The life ofdiscipleship, offollowing a

Master who calls us to "put out into the

deep water," is full of adventure, but it is

frill of danger too. We find ourselves, all

too often, in over our heads, struggling

to stay afloat, in need of rescue.

Sunday's Gospel helps us remem-

ber that Jesus' invitation to join his work

of transforming the world rests not on

our virtue but on his promise to be with

us always.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

ISCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 1 - FEBRUARY 7

Sunday (Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19, 1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13

Luke 4:21-30; Monday (The Presentation of the Lord), Malachi 3:1-4, Hebrews 2:14-1 8, Luke 2:2-

40; Tuesday (St. Blase, St. Ansgar), 2 Samuel 18:9-10,14, 24-25, 30—1 9:3, Mark 5:21 -43; Wednes-

day, 2 Samuel 24:2, 9-17, Mark 6:1-6; Thursday (St. Agatha), 1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12, Mark 6:7-13;

Friday (St. Paul Miki and Companions), Sirach 47:2-11 , Mark 6:14-29; Saturday, 1 Kings 3:4-13,

Mark 6:30-34

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 8 FEBRUARY 14

Sunday (Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 6:1-8, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Luke 5:1-11; Mon-

day, 1 Kings 8:1-7, 9-13, Mark 6:53-56; Tuesday (St. Scholastica), 1 Kings 8:22-23, 27-30, Mark

7:1-13; Wednesday (Our Lady of Lourdes), 1 Kings 10:1-10, Mark 7:14-23; Thursday, 1 Kings

11:4-13, Mark 7:24-30; Friday, 1 Kings 11:29-32; 12:19, Mark 7:31-37; Saturday (Sts. Cyril and

Methodius), 1 Kings 12:26-32; 13:33-34, Mark 8:1-10

SMITH & SMITH, PA
Timothy M. Smith, Attorney Jacquelyn A. Smith, Attorney

Members of St. Mark's Church

EXPERIENCED -

CRIMINAL LAW

Traffic Tickets (Meek, only)

DWI
Expunctions

Felonies & Misdemeanors

NO FEE UNTIL WE
WIN ON PI CASES

FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION
convenient free parking

10% off attorneyfee—10% of net fee donated to Catholic Social Services Food Pantry

704-331-3092 www.smithandsmithpa.com 900 Baxter St., Suite 109, Charlotte

AGGRESSIVE - CARING
PERSONAL INJURY

Auto Accident

Workers' Compensation
Wrongful Death

Whiplash - Back, Neck, Head injuries

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We have been very pleased with the readers' response to our ad in

The Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number

ofpublications and none has produced the interest and response we've received

from The Catholic News & Herald."

— Jill B.Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angels

CALL TODAY for low rates to tell over 125, 000 readers

every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332
Qthqlic

NEW^^ttRALD
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ALL IN THE FAMILY
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ACROSS DOWN
1 Aerie 1 Ark builder

5 Pertaining to (suffix) 2 "Orinoco Flow" singer

8 Africa etfinic group 3 Visible

12 Day Vitamins 4 Saul's birthplace

13 Glide 5 Abraham's son

14 Son of 1 Down 6 Jamaican music

15 Spanish yesterday 7 Indian Ocean sea

16 Brottierof34Down 8 Jacob

17 Indonesian island 9 Marksman

18 Two-wfieeled carriage 10 Cain's brother

20 City in Kansas 11 French friend

22 Olympic ctieer 19 Dutch city

23 Fistieggs 21 Tennis stroke

24 "Guys and Dolls" composer 24 Vegas opener

28 Type of orange 25 etLabora

32 Ttiey exist 26 Doer (suffix)

33 JFK follower 27 Baseball abbreviation

35 Sum 29 Ait

36 Abratiam's wife 30 Norfolk, VA school (initials)

39 Moon of Saturn 31 Medical degree

42 Land east of Eden 34 Brother of 14 Across

44 Train system (initials) 37 Ayn Rand novel

45 "Joan of Arcadia" actor Jason 38 Garden tool

48 Cheer 40 In favor of

52 European medical education group (abbr.) 41 Beethoven symphony

53 First lady? 43 Desolate

55 Small amount 45 First name in Country Music

56 Venerable English historian 46 Glazed

57 Scottish oat 47 Magician's exclamation

58 Glean 49 Egyptian measure

59 Husband of 53 Across 50 Tamarisk

60 Cheerleader's exclamation 51 Entrance room

61 Cain's brother 54 By way of

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships Hies

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into youi- home to pro-vide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.

704 549 4010
i/Uitift^Angels}^

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@VisitingAngels.com

PASSIONATE PORTRAYAL

CNS PHOTO FROM Icon PRODuniONS

In a scene for Mel Gibson's movie "The Passion," Jesus (Jim Caviezel) is approached

by his mother, Mary (Mala Morgenstern), as he carries his cross to the crucifixion.

Pope never commented on film

Anti-Defamation League cails

'painfui to watcli'

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK— The Anti-Defama-

tion League said Mel Gibson's film, "The

Passion of the Christ," has the "potential

to promote anti-Semitism" through its

"painful" portrayal of Jews as being re-

sponsible for the death of Jesus.

"We were saddened and pained to

find that 'The Passion of the Christ'

continues its unambiguous portrayal

of Jews as being responsible for the

death of Jesus," said a statement re-

leased Jan. 22, a day after ADL offi-

cials attended a private screening of

the film in Orlando, Fla.

"Its portrayal of Jews is painful to

watch," the statement said.

The film is Gibson's interpretation

of the last 12 hours of Christ's life and is

set for release in the United States Feb.

25, Ash Wednesday.

League officials Abraham H.

Foxman, national director, and Rabbi

Gary Bretton-Granatoor, interfaith con-

sultant, who attended the screening, said

the film "reinforces the notion that the

Jewish authorities and the Jewish mob
are the ones ultimately responsible" for

crucifying Christ.

The statement said the film portrays

"the Jews and a group of sadistic Roman
soldiers" as evil. But, while the soldiers

eventually feel compassion for Jesus, the

Jews "never feel compassion for Jesus and

his suffering."

The statement said the ADL was con-

cerned that the film could "fuel latent anti-

Semitism" in those who hold the Jews re-

sponsible for Jesus' crucifixion.

Archbishop Stanislaw Dziwisz, the

pope's longtime personal secretary, de-

nied reports that Pope John Paul said "It

is as it was" after watching Gibson's

film.

"The Holy Father told no one his

opinion of this film," the archbishop told

Catholic News Service Jan. 18.

Archbishop Dziwisz watched the

film in the pope's apartment with Pope
John Paul and with the pope's second

secretary in early December. The al-

leged papal quote has appeared in hun-

dreds of newspapers around the world

as an unequivocal endorsement of

Gibson's controversial film even
though papal spokesman Joaquin
Navarro-Valls refused to confirm the

pope said it.

The co-producer of the film, Steve

McEveety, was in Rome in early Decem-
ber to host private screenings of a rough

cut of the film for Vatican and other

Catholic officials. After the pope and

Archbishop Dziwisz watched the film,

the archbishop met with McEveety and

with Jan Michelini, an assistant director

of the film.

According to published reports,

McEveety and Michelini said Arch-

bishop Dziwisz told them the pope re-

acted positively to the film and said, "It is

as it was."

But, Archbishop Dziwisz told CNS,
"That is not true."

"I said clearly to McEveety and

Michelini that the Holy Father made no

declaration," the archbishop said.

In a Jan. 22 statement, Navarro-

Valls, the papal spokesman, said he had

spoken with Archbishop Dziwisz and

confirmed that the pope "had the oppor-

tunity to watch the film, 'The Passion of

the Christ.' The film is a cinematic ver-

sion of the historic fact of the passion of

Jesus Christ according to the Gospel

account.

The Anti-Defamation League's

statement said "Mel Gibson has every

right to say that this is his personal

religious vision. But when he says it is

historically accurate, that gives us con-

cern, as the film runs contrary to biblical

scholarship and the teachings of Vatican

II, which absolved the Jewish people of

guUt in the death of Jesus."

"We are especially concerned that

this telling of the crucifixion narrative

is being hawked as a commercial cru-

sade to the church community," the

statement said.
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'MONSTER' OF A MOVIE

CNS PHOTO FROM Newmarket Films

Christina Rice! (left) and Charlize Theron in a scene from the fact-based film,

"Monster," about serial killer Aileen Wuornos, who was executed in Florida after

her conviction in a 1989-90 killing spree.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVERS: CAREGiving is a Joy!

Join us in making a difference in the lives

of the elderly. Non-medical companion-

ship & home care. Flexible, part-time,

day, evening & weekend hours avail-

able. Car needed. Home Instead Senior

Care. Call 704.344.9739

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY:
Our Lady of Grace Church in Greens-

boro, NC seeks a full-time professional

with at least a bachelor's degree in music,

and an in-depth knowledge of Roman
Catholic liturgy. Must be fully compe-
tent in both organ and piano, and experi-

enced in directing i)oth adult and
children's choirs. Responsible for all mu-
sic activity in a church with over 2,300

families. Full benefits available. Appli-

cants who meet these requirements

should send a resume to: OLG Music
Ministry, 201 South Chapman Street,

Greensboro, NC 27403, or fax it to (336)

274-7326.

OFFICE ASSISTANT: Personal finan-

cial planner needs responsible, articu-

late, detail-oriented person to handle

day-to-day office tasks. Responsibilities

include: customer service, activity

follow-up, filing, scheduling and main-

taining contact management database.

Planning, investment or insurance expe-

rience helpful. Computer skills required.

30 hours per week. Southpark area. Call

Cynthia L. Anderson, CFP @ 704- 643-

7173 or fax resume to 704-643-7130.

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance

plans at best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson

(704) 845-1416.

SERVICES

SENIOR ENTERTAINMENT: Stroll-

ing accordion for special theme dinner

nights (German, Irish, Italian, etc.) or

1920 to 1950 music/history programs

for luncheons. Bob Wilusz - 704-846-

5782.

FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE: Crown Point Office

Building. 2101 Sardis Road North,

Charlotte. 450 square feet. $550 per

month. Call Paul Johansen 704-375-

1918.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

'Monster' finds humanity

among ugliness and depravity

Exceptional performances

highlight unexceptional

film
BY DAVID DiCERTO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — "Monster"
(Newmarket) — a fictionalized, though

fact-based, drama that chronicles the no-

torious 1989-90 killing spree of serial

murderer Aileen Wuornos — is a good

example of an exceptional performance

wrapped in an unexceptional film.

In examining the woman labeled the

"Damsel of Death," first-time writer-di-

rector Patty Jenkins walks a fine line,

teetering precariously between humaniz-

ing Wuornos and justifying her heinous

crimes to the point of painting her as a

victim.

Charlize Theron plays Wuornos, a

roadside prostitute turned killer, arrested

and executed by the state of Florida for

the murder of six men— only the second

female to be put to death in the state's

history. The film opens with a montage of

dusty memories during which Theron's

voiceover recounts Wuornos' bleak past.

The painflil soliloquy ends on a shot of

Wuornos huddled against the rain under

an interstate ofF-ramp cradling a gun in

her hands as she contemplates suicide.

Deciding against it, she wanders into

a gay bar and is approached by a compan-

ionship-starved young woman named
Selby Wall (a composite character played

by Christina Ricci), a native Midwestemer

sent to live with conservative Christian

relatives by her parents to "cure her homo-

sexuality." Though Wuornos initially de-

clares her heterosexuality, the two women
soon become lovers.

Wall is mesmerized by the older

woman's tough-talking bravura —
which is really a smokescreen for her

depleted sense of confidence and self-es-

teem. Likewise, Wuornos finds the youth-

ful attention (which she confuses as love)

intoxicating, clinging to the minor like a

life preserver, afraid to let go lest she

succumb to the undertow of utter despair

and alienation. The two begin living to-

gether in fleabag motels, with Wuornos
— after a failed attempt to enter the

workforce — resorting again to selling

herself as a means of support.

A brutal rape at the hands of a sadis-

tic John— whom Wuornos shoots in self-

defense — serves as a psychological trip

cord, unleashing her pent-up rage. This

sets in motion a murderous 13-month

rampage that plays itself out against her

ongoing dysfunctional relationship with

Wall, culminating in Wuornos' arrest in

January 1991.

While the film refrains from sensa-

tionalizing her crimes, it fails to shed light

on their underlying motivations. Beyond

the hurried opening sequence, littie time is

afforded to her formative years, when she

was abandoned by her parents, raped

before she was a teen and pregnant before

she was old enough to drive. Though no

argument can condone her ghastiy deeds,

a fuller picture of her tragic past would

have fostered deeper understanding from

viewers, if not sympathy. As a result,

Wuornos comes across less as a wounded
animal lashing out indiscriminately than

as a misog3Tiistic avenging angel.

The narrative also suffers from an

absence the victims' families — some of

whom were good Samaritans unlucky

enough to have offered a ride to the wrong
hitchhiker. This decision to focus solely on

Wuornos denies viewers a balanced tell-

ing of the events and raises questions of

the filmmaker's intent. By the midway
point, the fUm loses steam, floundering

between a gritty character study and a

lesbian soap opera — saved only by

Theron's gutsy performance.

Though Theron's portrayal is not

without moments of apish mimicking,

Theron's eerie metamoiphosis is utterly

convincing — a disappearing act owing

as much to acting ability as to prosthetics.

As a whole, "Monster" attempts to

find humanity even among ugliness and

depravity and reminds us that — in the

words of Florida bishops petitioning a

stay of execution for Wuornos— "Aileen

Wuornos may not be fi'ee of guilt, but her

life remains sacred in the eyes of God."

Due to a few lesbian sexual encoun-

ters with partial nudity, recurring vio-

lence including a rape, stereotyping of

conservative Christians, as well as perva-

sive rough and crude language, the

USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting

classification is L — limited adult audi-

ence, fdms whose problematic content

many adults would find troubling.

The Motion Picture Association of

America rating is R— restricted.

ort
Consolidate

High-interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

Low Interest

s Interest-only

programs

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% % 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT

$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

/'// help you realize your home ownership dreams.

NO Payment
until

April 20041

NO
Out-of -pocket

Closing Costs

*Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

*Interesl rate showii is Prime (4%), minus 1/4%. based on 80% or less LTV'. Subject to underwiiting condilions.
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The sweet aroma of victory

Courtesy Photo

Father Joseph Campellone, president of Father Judge High School in Philadelphia,

makes cheese steak for Charlotte Catholic High School. When the Carolina Panthers

beat the Philadelphia Eagles in the championship football game Jan. 18, Father

Judge High School lost Its bet with Charlotte Catholic — as such. Father Campellone

must award Gerald Healy, Charlotte Catholic's principal, with an authentic

Philadelphia cheese steak. If the Eagles had won, Healy would have sent Father

Campellone Carolina barbeque, donated by the Ole Smokehouse in Charlotte.

However, Healy sent barbeque to Father Judge High School as a friendly gesture.

Sister Justine Posey, former

teaclier in Greensboro, dies
Daughter of Charity

taught twice at St. Mary

School

EMMITSBURG, Md. — Daughter

of Charity Sister Justine Posey, who once

taught in Greensboro, died at Villa St.

Michael in Emmitsburg, where she had

been a resident for the past six years. She

was 92.

A native of Frederick, Md., she re-

ceived a bachelor's degree in Latin in

1936 from St. Joseph College in

Emmitsburg and a master's degree in

social work from Catholic University in

1951.

She entered the Daughters ofCharity

in 1930 and was a teacher for much ofher

community life, and taught at St. Mary
School in Greensboro from 1941 until

1946, and then again from 1957 until

1961.

She also taught at schools in Albany

and Canastota, N.Y.; Baltimore, Md., and

Boston, Mass. She served as administra-

tor at St. John's Home in Utica and House

of Province in Syracuse, N.Y.

In the later years of her career, Sister

Posey worked in health care ministries,

serving at hospitals in New York and

Pennsylvania.

She is survived by a sister. Daughter

of Charity Sister Lauretta Posey, and nu-

Conference 2004

Saturday, February 14th, 2004 8:30 am - 6:00 pm
Cardinal Gibbons Catholic High School, 1401 Edwards Mill Road, Raleigh, NC

Patrick Madrid, Surprised by Truth, Apologetics Author
"Speak the Truth in Love"

Alex Jones, St. Joseph Communications
"No Price Too High"

Dr. Ray Guarendt, Catholic Answers,
Clinical Psychologist
"You Are a Better Parent Than You Think"

Annie Scheidler, Generations for Life Director

"Make a Difference for Life"

Dr. Richard Gildersleeve, Graduate of International

Theological Institute

"An Invaluable Resource: The Catechism"

Dr. Robert Young, NC State University Professor
'The Catholic Mind in a Modern World"

Elizabeth and Mark Matthews, Author of Precious Treasure:

The Story of Patrick

"To Love Without Counting the Cost"

J
Vigil Mass celebrated by Fr. Philip Marian Tighe.
For complete details and online registration, visit:

www.ignitedbytjiith.com
|

^
^ ^ ^

Early Registration Discounts are available!

Admission price includes lunch: $20 adult ($30 afterJanuary 25, 2004), $10 college and chaperoned

student age 10+ ($15 afterJanuary 25, 2004) Donations are welcome and lax deductible!

# of adults: # of students: Optional donation: $.. Total enclosed: $

Please do notIf you made a donation, we would like to recognize nease ao mi <—

>

you as a sponsor in our program. Name to be listed: list my name LJ

Names(iirst/last):
_

(forname tag printing)

Address:

City/State/Zip: Phone:

Parish: E-mail:

VISA, MasterCard an6 Discom accepted online atwmi.igiiitetibytruth.com. Hotelpackages are available.

Make checks payable

and mail te-

st Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church
c/o Ignited by Truth Conference

424 E. Six Forks Road
Suite 109, PMB 215
Raleigh, NC 27609

Questions? Contact us at:

ignited@ignitedbytruth.com

Daughter of Charity

Sister Justice Posey

merous cousins.

Interment was in the cemetery on the

grounds of St. Joseph's Provincial House

in Emmitsburg. Memorial contributions

may be made to the Daughters of Charity

Support Fund for the Elderly and Infirm

Sisters, 333 S. Seton Avenue,

Emmitsburg, MD 21727.

Marys Garden
Catholic Books and Gifts

Books and special gifts

for ALL occasions!!

704-823-7244
866-823-7244

Tues - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm
3816 South New Hope Rd - Gastonia

(New Hope Small Business Center - Unit #27)

5 miles soutti of 1-85 - Exit 20

MOVING?
Take us with you!

Please help us reduce postal fees and
give us your NEW address (or cancella-

tion notice) BEFORE you move.

Ifyou have your address label,

include that, too.

Name

Old address

Old city zip

NEW address

NEW city/state zip

Date of move/cancellation:

Mail changes to:

The Catholic News & Herald

Address Changes
1123 S. Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Or e-mail this info to:

catholicnews@ charlottediocese.org

Thank you.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Love calls for action

Guest

Column

In his "Contemplation on the Love of

God," found in the fourth week of the

Spiritual Exercises, St. Ignatius of Loyola

makes two important preliminary notes.

The first is "lo\'e ought to show itself in

deeds o\ er and abo\'e words; the second is

that love consists of a mutual sharing of

goods." He goes on to explain "as a lover

one gives and shares with the beloved

something of one's own personal gifts ...

So, too, the beloved shares in a similar

way with the lover."

He continues with some specific ex-

amples. Someone who has knowledge

should share it with someone who does

not. If someone has honors or riches,

that person should share with someone

who has none.

This is really nothing new. St. Luke

recalls the preaching of John the Baptist

that "the person with two cloaks should

share with the person who has none.

And whoever has food ought to do like-

wise." (Luke 3:1 1)

So what does all of this have to do

with the 2004 Diocesan Support Ap-
peal? As someone who directs both the

Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of

Loyola and the Diocesan Support Ap-

peal, I found some striking similarities.

The theme of this year's appeal,

'The Greatest ofThese is Love," ought to

be a hint. Clearly, love calls for some
type of action; it is more than just words

or feelings. Newlyweds can't seem to do

enough for each other. They send each

other love notes, flowers and gifts. They
are constantly doing little "acts of kind-

ness" for one another. My love for Jesus

must also involve some action. The DSA
is one very concrete way to show my
love in deeds over and above words or

feelings. It is also a means of sharing

what I have with others.

Our young people are hungry for

knowledge of the faith. Our catechists

gladly share their knowledge and under-

standing with them. The DSA provides

resources and workshops for our parish

and school catechists to grow in their faith

and learn how to teach others. Our par-

ishes need good and holy priests to shep-

herd them and hard-working deacons to

assist. The DSA helps fijnd seminarian

education and diaconate formation.

Throughout the diocese, there are

those with no coats and no food, those

who are elderly and lonely, families in

need of crisis intervention. Catholic So-

cial Services is there to help. The DSA
provides funding for approximately

one-fourth of the CSS budget. Thou-
sands of Hispanics come to North Caro-

lina each year looking to make a better

life for themselves and their families.

Once here, they seek a place to worship

and pray. Thanks to DSA funding, His-

BARBARA
GADDY

Guest Columnist

panic coordinators throughout the dio-

cese are able to help the pastors serve the

Spanish-speaking members of their faith

communities.

These are just a few of the many
ways the DSA is a catalyst for me to put

love into action. My contribution to the

DSA helps assure that 36 ministries will

continue to reach out and bring God's

love to others. Just as it is impossible to

do something for someone else without

being blessed in return. I, too, am
blessed beyond measure with God's

bountiful grace and love.

Ignatius concludes: "In love', one al-

ways wants to give to the other." How
can I be a part of the body of Christ and

not give to others out of love?

Barbara Gaddy is the associate director

ofdevelopmentfor the Diocese of Cliarhtte.

Fir€, brimstone demonstrate

God's power to defend good

God is on the side of

those who strive for

good, pope says

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — God's sym-
bolic arsenal of fire and brimstone is

not primarily meant to sow fear, but

to assure those striving for good that

God is on their side, Pope John Paul

II said.

"The Lord is not a remote king,

closed in his gilded world, but a vigi-

lant presence taking the side of the

good and ofjustice," the pope said Jan.

28 at his weekly general audience.

"He sees and provides, interven-

ing with his word and his action," the

pope said.

Focusing his remarks on Psalm
1 1, the pope said believers draw hope

from the psalm's assurance that "the

Lord is just; he loves just deeds."

Used in the church's evening
prayer, the psalm asserts that God
actively takes the side of believers

when they "feel alone or powerless in

the face of evil," and that God is

moved to action when "the just social

order" is threatened.

The Pope

Speaks

By pope
JOHN PAUL II

The psalm speaks of God raining

"upon the wicked fiery coals and
brimstone," which the pope described

as "symbols of the judgment of God
who purifies history, condemning
evil."

But the psalm "does not conclude

with this tragic picture of punish
ment and condemnation," he said.

Rather it ends by promising tha

the upright will see the face of God
"an experience of joyful communio
and peaceful trust in the God who
frees us from evil," the pope said.

While the pope skipped about a

third of his prepared text, his voice

was strong, and he spent 25 minutes

at the end of the audience greeting

individuals, blessing newlyweds
dressed in their wedding gowns and
suits and posing for photographs
with visiting groups.

What is contemplation,

what good is it?

and

1. What is contemplation? Contem-

plation is listening to silence.

2. What good is it to listen to silence?

It immediately creates a stillness within

you, which fi-ees you fi-om the drudgery of

incessant thinking. Besides, the only lan-

guage God speaks is silence.

3. How does silence equal God? Still-

ness fi-ees your consciousness fi-om need-

less worry and useless thought. God is in

the silence.

4. Is this stUlness a kind of vacuum?

No, it is a presence. It is a level of con-

sciousness above thought. It is a way of

contacting the real you, the soul, as op-

posed to the false you, the egoistic self It is

a fiberation of sorts.

5. If it is a kind of liberation why
aren't more people drawn to it? They are.

People are always trying to escape fi-om

themselves through sleep, sex, drugs, al-

cohol and the like. What they don't know
is that there is a higher consciousness to

which they can ascend. Contemplation

enables people to rise above their inces-

sant thinking. By putting yourself down
and worrying about the future you be-

come a slave to the tyranny of the mind.

Everyone needs a break now and then.

Contemplation is a way to escape the

inner noise.

6. Contemplation is a form of prayer,

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS Columnist

isn't it? It is. Pure prayer is found in

giving yourself to God. Contemplation is

entering the stillness where God lives. At

first you simply listen to your own
breathing, and then when you are relaxed

enough to sense God's presence you sim-

ply sit stiU and enjoy. I wrote a book on

this, "Enjoy The Lord" (Alba House). The
very act of visiting the Lover within is a

way of offering the homage ofyour being

and life to God. The joy of contemplation

is prayer of the highest order.

7. How do I know I'm not just

imagining God's presence? The ind-

welling Trinity is always present. You
may wish to substitute the name of

Jesus for the word presence. "I live, no

longer I, but Christ lives in me" (St.

Paul). By the grace of God you have

become one with him. Even though he

is in eternity and you are not, he com-

mingles his life with yours. Even if you

don't feel him, he is there.

8. Forgive me, but it feels like I'm just

wasting my time when I sit stUl for too

long! Perhaps so, but feelings are not facts.

What you actually are doing is shedding

your need to do something else. In order

to keep up the mad pace of living, you

constantiy do mindless things. You push

yourself endlessly. You don't even know
how to stop. But once you let go of all

these cravings, you will find peace at the

core ofyour being.

9. What do I really crave? You are

seeking fulfillment in external things.

You hunger for fliture fijlfillment. But

future fUfiUment can never bring you jqy
in the present moment. Craving fliture

happiness takes you immediately out of

the present moment, and leaves you al-

ways unflilfilled. Give yourself a treat,

and return to sUence. In the process you

will find your true self

St. Benedict said, "Know yourself" To
know yourself you must learn to stop

identifying with your ceaseless thinking.

You are not your thoughts. You are the

observer of your thoughts. Contempla-

tion enables you to observe yourself

thinking. In the process you push aside

your worries and become one with the

Lover within.
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February: Month of love
I really like the idea of February as

the month of love, because of the

Valentine's tradition. Love truly de-

serves more than a month. For now, let's

get what we can!

We all know that life is love, after all,

in whatever way it is lived on a day-to-

day basis. Anyone can carry his burden,

however heavy, till nightfall. Anyone
can do his or her work, however hard,

for one day. Anyone can live sweetly,

patiently, lovingly until the sun goes

down. This is all that life really means.

Love is a commitment to reach our

full potential today, using and not wast-

ing our skills and talents. Great things

happen when we build and shape, day

after day, our loving and positive attitude.

Physical touch is one of the five love

languages of children, including quality

time, words of affirmation, gifts and

acts of service. St. Matthew relates to us

an event that shows the power of touch:

"There was a leper ... Jesus stretched out

his hand and touched him, saying ... be

made clean." (Mt. 8:1-3) That's the

touch of love.

The Mayo Clinic Health Letter (June

1994) noted a small but growing group

of researchers is finding that touch has

the subtle power to calm, nurture and

help heal. "The letter noted that touch is

the first of our senses to develop and

usually the last to diminish.

Earlier in this century, pediatricians

noticed babies in orphanages and hospi-

tals who were not held and cuddled

failed to grow and often died. Studies of

long-term nursing home residents

showed those who were frequently

touched when given their medication,

demonstrated a more positive attitude

about themselves. Research has shown a

caring touch can possibly subdue heart

irregularities, relieve depression and
lower blood pressure.

We can extend a loving touch
through the words we speak. In the case

of the leper, mentioned above, Jesus

spoke the words, "Be made clean." In the

case of the centurion, Jesus spoke the

Guest

Column

FATHER JOHN
AURILIA,
OFM Cap

words, "Go; let it be done for you accord-

ing to your faith."

We too can touch people's lives

through the affirming, uplifting, encour-

aging words that we speak. I often forget

the potential power of the spoken word.

We can touch people's lives through love

by the way we listen.

American history tells us Abraham
Lincoln had a common touch with the

stories of his gentle but penetrating wit;

the simple and beautiful eloquence of his

speeches has assured him a place in our

hearts. While George Washington is

called the father of our country, Lincoln

is called the "savior" ofour country. Ada-

mant and unswerving in time of peril, he

was a simple man who could find the

time to stop and discuss with a small girl

whether his appearance might be im-

proved by a beard.

In the rush of affairs of the State, he

found time to write to Mrs. Bixby, be-

reaved by the reported death of her five

sons, a letter that is a masterpiece of

simplicity, sincerity and sympathy. Lin-

coln once remarked God must have

loved the common people because He
made so many of them.

Dear Mr. President, you're right!

God said, "Love as I loved you." (Jn.

13:34)

In a world filled with superficial,

emotional, shallow, dysfunctional

love, Jesus showered his love on us,

even though we did not deserve it.

We live in a performance-orientated

society in which people come to a

feeling of personal worth because of

their performance. This makes it diffi-

cult for us to understand unmerited

love. Jesus loved his disciples, not be-

cause they were lovely, but because

he was loving.

Speaking about love, sometimes the

appearance of lack of love or presence of

love may be deceiving. The following

story may be an example:

Mrs. Smith waited in the outer office

while her husband was being seen by a

doctor.

The doctor came out ofthe office and

said to his secretary, "Get me a pair of

pliers."

She went out of the office, came back

with pliers and took them in to him.

Later, he came out asking for a

screwdriver. She obtained one and took

it in.

The doctor came out again, and

Mrs. Smith approached him, "What in

the world is wrong with my husband?"

"I don't know yet," said the doctor. "I

can't get the door open to my examina-

tion room."

Yes, God gave us all the tools to

open wide the examination room (our

heart). Do not be afraid: today reach out

and touch someone.

Is cremation a serious sin?
Q^. My aunt died recently at the age of

92. Her son, in charge offuneral ar-

rangements, had his mother cremated af-

ter thefuneral Mass and buried her ashes

in the cemetery near herfamily.

Shortly afterward, the same was
donefor a deceasedfriend. Anotherfriend
told me that it is a serious sin for a

Catholic to be cremated. What does the

church or the Bible say about cremation?

(New York)

A. At one period during the past

few hundred years, certain anti-Chris-

tian groups promoted cremation as a

way of rejecting belief in the resurrec-

tion. The Catholic Church, and other

Christians, prohibited it for" that rea-

son. It's been a long time, however,
since that argument was raised, so cre-

mation is no longer forbidden.

Traditional burial is stiU preferred, but

economic, family or other factors some-

times make cremation an understandably

practical choice. At present, more than one-

fiflh of American Catholics choose crema-

tion, and the church's fianeral ritual explic-

itly provides ceremonies for those who
have been or wOl be cremated.

As in the funerals you describe, the

body of the deceased person should, if

possible, be present for all funeral litur-

gies — vigil service. Mass and prayers

of commendation after Mass.

In this circumstance, cremation

takes place later, and the ashes are bur-

ied in a cemetery or mausoleum. Ashes
should not be scattered over water or

land, or kept in one's house or closet, as

some people apparently have done. In

other words, cremated remains should

be treated with the same dignity given

to the deceased body.

Inhumation (traditional burial) was
almost universal in ancient Jewish Near
East culture, so there would be no reason

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

'The Greatest of

These is Love'

for cremation to be discussed in the

Bible. Not to be buried was considered

such a great curse that even executed

criminals received a decent burial.

Finally, it is good to be reminded

that individuals considering cremation

should carefijlly and thoroughly discuss

their plans with their family. Many
people still find accompanying the body
to the grave, and later visiting the site of

the burial, a significant part of grieving.

Thus, especially wlien children are

involved, parents, grandparents and
others should explain what will happen

and be certain the children are psycho-

logically and spiritually prepared.

From the

Bishop

MOST REV.

PETER J. JUGIS
Bishop of
Ch.arlotte

The theme of this year's Diocesan

Support Appeal, "The Greatest ofThese

is Love," echoes the motto I chose at the

ordination last Oct. 24, "The Love of

Christ Impels Us." The word that unites

both themes is 'love."

We are able to love God because

God first loves us. God loves each one of

us unconditionally — la3^erson, reli-

gious or clergy; single or married; young
or young-at-heart. Our response to the

love of Christ is shown in how we love

and care for one another. Remember,
Jesus said, "Whatever you do for the

least of my brothers and sisters, you do

for me." We are able to serve our broth-

ers and sisters because of the great love

that Jesus has for us. He showed us the

way; we are called to respond.

The ministries flinded by the DSA
give us the opportunity to respond.

I have had the privilege of experienc-

ing the DSA from several vantage points.

First as a parishioner, I recognized

the importance of supporting the minis-

tries of the diocese. Then as a pastor, I

saw the many ways DSA-funded minis-

tries helped members of the parishes I

had been called to serve.

The faith formation directors, cat-

echists, youth ministers and RCIA
team members found the Office of Faith

Formation to be a valuable resource. I

relied heavily on the help from Hispanic

coordinators to serve the needs of the

growing Hispanic communities. The
seniors in my parishes looked forward

to programs like the Spring Fling,

sponsored by Catholic Social Services

Elder Ministry program. Engaged
couples planning for a lifetime of mar-

riage found the CSS Marriage Prepara-

tion program helped them focus on life

beyond the wedding day.

As a pastor, I certainly knew many
parishioners who benefited from one or

more of the DSA-flinded ministries.

Now as your bishop, I realize that I

must rely on the expertise of our dioc-

esan ministry leaders to help me re-

spond to the many and diverse needs of

all of our brothers and sisters through-

out the diocese. I must respond to the

needs of all parishes — from the small-

est to the largest— across the diocese.

All the while, I am confident that it is

the love of Christ that impels us to

reach out in love to others.

Yes, as St. Paul said, "There are in

the end three things that last; faith,

hope and love, and the greatest of these

is love."

I ask you to consider prayerfully the

great love Jesus has for you and to re-

spond with a gift to the Diocesan Sup-

port Appeal.
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St. Charles Borromeo Church is

tribute to diverse Catholicism

St. Charles Borromeo Church

728 West Union Street

Morganton, N.C. 28655

(828) 437-3108

Vicariate: Hickory

Pastor: Father Kenneth Whittington

Deacon: Rev. Mr. James R. Johnson

Number of Households: 600

Father Kenneth

Whittington

Photo by George K.

St. Charles Borromeo Church In Morganton was constructed in 1961 to accommodate

the growing needs of Catholics in the area.

MORGANTON — In his 19th-

century book, "Catholicity in the

Carolinas and Georgia," Father J.J.

O'Connell writes about the mission-

ary region of Burke County, where

visiting priests and Bishop (later

Cardinal) James Gibbons, vicar apos-

tolic of North Carolina, preached at

the close of the Civil War at the

county courthouse, located in

Morganton.
The description by Father

O'Connell, the Benedictine mission-

ary who offered the estate that

Belmont Abbey was founded on,

serves as an introductory report of

the Catholic Church in Morganton,

where St. Charles Borromeo Church

now exists as a thriving community

of faith.

By the end of the 1800s, the sac-

rament of confirmation had been con-

ferred in Morganton, although there

is no further recorded organized ac-

tivity — beyond sporadic visits from

priests — until the 1920s.

The first Mass in town was cel-

ebrated in a private residence in No-

vember 1929. Eight people attended.

By the mid- 1940s, Mass was being

said on a weekly basis at the court-

house and in a private home.
St. Charles Borromeo Church was

established in the fall of 1947, when
the Diocese of Raleigh purchased a

tract of land on West Union Street in

Morganton that would provide the

congregation a place to worship.

The first Mass was offered on the

newly acquired property in October

1947. The clergy assigned to St.

Aloysius Church in Hickory traveled

to Morganton to celebrate weekend

liturgies.

The parish community grew rap-

idly in the late 1940s and 1950s, and

Father William T. McShea, who
served at St. Aloysius Church, was

appointed the first resident pastor of

St. Charles Borromeo Church in Oc-

tober 1950.

As the number of families wor-

shipping at St. Charles Borromeo
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Church continued to grow, the exist-

ing church space became inadequate.

The present church, located at a dif-

ferent site along West Union Street,

was constructed in 1961.

By 1980, about 200 families were

registered as parishioners of St.

Charles Borromeo Church.

Thanks to the leadership of Fa-

ther John Murray, pastor, the parish

welcomed an addition to the existing

church building in 1988.

Containing offices, faith forma-

tion classrooms, a community hall

and a kitchen, the addition now
known as Murray Hall — in memory
of Father Murray, who died in 1997

— has facilitated new growth as well

as spiritual and social life in the par-

ish.

Multicultural ministry is strong

at St. Charles Borromeo Church, with

Masses being celebrated regularly in

English, Spanish and Hmong.
On Nov. 14, 1996, the Hmong

parishioners celebrated with a special

Mass the Hmong New Year for the

first time in the Diocese of Charlotte.

They also celebrated the arrival of Pe

Lis, the new Hmong catechist for the

diocese. Part of Lis' job was to com-

bine Hmong traditions with the tradi-

tions of the Catholic Church.

"I see our coming together today

as a great gift from God," said Father

Kenneth Whittington, the current

pastor, at the celebration Mass. "We
grow rich from each other's cultures

even as we become brothers and sis-

ters in God."
In August 1996, Father

Whittington spoke outside the Burke

County courthouse to support strik-

ing workers from Case Farms poul-

try processing plant, of whom were

many Hispanic parishioners from St.

Charles Borromeo Church.

The ethnically diverse parish in

Morganton now comprises about 600

households. Father Whittington has

served as pastor of St. Charles

Borromeo Church since 1992.

Volunteerism is also a highlight

of parish life, with many parishioners

devoting time at various outreach

centers in Morganton, from the local

soup kitchen to a prison, a senior cen-

ter to a health clinic.
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i^ostering God's love
CSS entrusts

precious souls

to foster families

Photo bv Karen A. Evans

56 Ferri rocks her foster son in her home in north Charlotte. "There's no greater reward, other
being a mother," Ferri said of her experiences as a foster mother.

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— Louise
Ferri is a unique kind of
mother, one who touches the
lives of many different chil-

dren.

"I love babies," said
Ferri, a foster mother for

Catholic Social Services
(CSS) for more than 12
years. "When my husband
passed away, I said 'What
am I going to do with my-
selP I know— I'll be a foster

mother.'"

Ferri is among those
who, with the dedication of
social workers, help children

to be cared for in loving
Catholic homes in the Dio-
cese of Charlotte.

When people hear the

See FOSTER CARE, page 9

<OLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2004

ocesan schools participate in

aith-Hiled Future'
KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

:harlotte —
holic Schools: A Faith-

d Future" was the theme
le 30th annual celebration

itholic Schools Week Jan.

1.

rhe purpose of the week
to build support and rec-

tion for the more than

8,000 Catholic elementary and
secondary schools nationwide,

including the 17 schools in the

Diocese of Charlotte. Bad
weather forced several schools

to cancel or postpone sched-
uled events.

"While the weather cer-

tainly kept us from getting out

See SCHOOLS, page 6

Photo by Susan oeGuzman

Bishop Peter J. Jugis greets a student after celebrating Mass with

St. Leo the Great School students for Catholic Schools Week.

owe 83 mmn msm

Reaching out

Asheville students are God's

hands, heart

IPAGE4

Making a difference

TjRACS Foundation helps

schools
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PEACE, JUSTICE, LUNCH

Just Second

Fridays asks

purpose of

business
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Can
faith guide business decisions?

Dr. Terry Armstrong wUl
address that and other busi-

ness/faith-related concerns
during "Shareholder vs. Stake-

holder Value: Competing or
Complementary Interests.^" at

the next Just Second Fridays,

the educational luncheon
speaker series of the diocesan

Office of Justice and Peace,
sponsored in partnership with
St. Peter Church in Charlotte.

Armstrong, director of the

Woodstock Business Confer-

ence (WBC) and of the Father

Pedro Arrupe Program in So-
cial Ethics for Business at

Georgetown University in

Washington, works with the

WBC's 20 chapters in the

United States to promote a

sense of calling among busi-

ness leaders, and develops ma-
terials to facilitate ethical re-

flection in business.

Armstrong wUl to address

a number of ethical concerns,

including how faith can be
incorporated into business and
how "shareholder" and "stake-

holder" positions relate to be-

liefs, values, corporate action

and social responsibUity.

Just Second Fridays, held

the second Friday of each
month in the Annex Building

of St. Peter Church, are de-

signed to cover a variety of
topics on justice, peace and
business ethics. Joan
Rosenhauer of the U.S. Catho-

See JUSTICE, page 8

Beating bullying

Immaculata School initiates

tolerance program

I PAGE 13
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

CHAPLAIN AND COFFEE TO GO

Sixteen named to U.S. bishops'

National Advisory Council

CNS PHOTO COURTESY FATHER HeNINGER

Military chaplain Father Michael Heninger and an unidentified soldier from his unit

share coffee with an Iraqi man during the priest's tour in Iraq. Father Heninger, a

priest of the Atlanta Archdiocese, told the Miami archdiocesan newspapej. The

Florida Catholic, that Iraqis were "looking forward to a new Iraq, their Iraq."

Chaplains, letters from

home provide support

for soldiers
MIAMI — Support for soldiers in

the field comes fi-om military chaplains,

and two priests who recently returned

from the Middle East talked about their

experiences with The Florida Catholic,

Miami archdiocesan newspaper, during,

a retreat in Fort Lauderdale.

Father Michael Heninger, a priest of

the Atlanta Archdiocese who holds the

rank of captain as an Army chaplain,

said he adhered to a simple motto in

Iraq: "Keep my spirits up and my head

down."

Father Heninger, who entered the

Iraqi capital of Baghdad with a support

battalion of the 1st Brigade Combat

Team, said the Iraqi people "were just

very grateful to have the terror that had

just been over their heads for so long be

dissipated. They were looking forward

to a new Iraq, their Iraq."

Father Patrick Ratigan, a priest of

the Diocese of Odgensburg, N.Y., who

holds the rank of major, spent last sum-

mer in Fallujah, Iraq, where U.S. sol-

diers have encountered most of the resis-

tance.

"I never want to see so much vio-

lence again," he said. "It's all around you.

You're surrounded by violence."

Father Ratigan stressed, however.

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Adriana Vlasic of Bloomfield Hills,

Mich., will serve for 2004 as chair-

woman of the U.S. bishops' National Ad-

visory Council, which recently added 16

new members.

The 63-member council meets semi-

annually to review documentation and

offer recommendations concerning mat-

ters before the U.S. Conference of Catho-

lic Bishops.

Other new officers for 2004 are

Mercy Sister Linda Werthman of

Farmington Hills, Mich., chair-

woman-elect; Rose Hogan of Anna,

111., secretary; Juan Escobar of

Pottstown, Pa., internal affairs; Fa-

ther William D. Hammer, Louisville,

Ky., reactive chairman; and Msgr. Ri-

chard Sniezyk, Springfield, Mass.,

proactive chairman.

Joining the council as a representa-

tive from the Council ofMajor Superiors

of Women Religious is Sister M.

MBlanner

that U.S. soldiers in Iraq are profession-

als who know the importance of their

mission and are committed to it.

"Almost without exception, they be-

lieve in the mission," he said. "They real-

ize they're bringing freedom to these

people."

For Catholic Schools Week Jan. 25-

31, students at St. Francis Xavier School

in Lake Station, Ind., sent drawings and

letters to military personnel who, for

various reasons, have been forgotten or

who are receiving little mail. The
school's student council also collected

items that soldiers have requested —
coloring books, crayons and other treats

for Iraqi children.

The project started when Staff Sgt.

Brian Crissman, a St. Francis Xavier

graduate, sent an e-mail to his former

school before Christmas. He provided

Carol Brendza, principal at the small

school in northwest Indiana, with a list

of soldiers serving in the Middle East

and some information about each

soldier's circumstances.

The principal assigned certain sol-

diers to different classes. Kindergarteners

drew pictures. First-graders drew

hearts. Starting with second grade, St.

Francis students wrote messages.

Maximilia Um, a member of the Siste

of St. Francis of the Martyr St. Geor

from Washington.

New diocesan priest represent

tives, elected to four-year terms, are F

ther Kenneth S. Van Haverbel<

Wichita, Kan.; Father Richard Veg

Lompoc, Calif; and Father James
i

Wall of Phoenix. \

New regional lay representativ*

who also serve four-year terms, i

elude: John Deckro of Cape Elizabei

Maine; Marie Hilliard of Cantc

Conn.; Shane Goettle of Woodbridj'

Va.; Lourdes Travieso-Parker
j

Gloucester, Va.; Patrick Quinn
j

Grand Rapids, Mich.; Leslie Youngi

Columbus, Ohio; Johnnie Dorsey Sr.

Austin, Texas; Alicia Alvarez of Li|

bock, Texas; Douglas Rodrigues
j

Loma Linda, Calif.; Gwendolt

Mitsui of Mililani, Hawaii; Frederi]

M. Fisher Jr. of New Bern, N.'i

Rebeca Boudreaux of Plymouth, N.<

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— The next (Catholic Adult

Faith Exploring (CAFE) will be Feb. 9 at

7;30 p.m. in New Life Center, room 204, at St.

Matthew Church, 80 1 5 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy. Father Due Duong will be facilitating a

roundtable discussion about socially respon-

sible investing and consumerism, entitled

"Where's Your Piggy Going to Market?"

Click on http://home.Catholicweb.com/

stmattewfF/ for links to the Catholic articles

for discussion. Call Sue VanderJeugdt, (704)

541-8362 ext. 4, with questions.

CHARLOTTE— All are invited to Lumh-
N-Leam as St. Matthew parishioner Barbara

Gardner speaks about deepening prayer life

on thejourney into Lent, with some hands-on

activities Feb. 1 1 at 12 p.m. in the New Life

Center at St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. Call Sue

VanderJeugdt, (704) 541-8362 ext. 4, to

make a reservation for lunch.

CHARLOTTE— "Just Second Fridays " is a

luncheon speaker series on social justice top-

ics that meets the second Friday of each

month, 1-2 p.m. in the Annex Building ofSt.

Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St. Dr. Terry

Armstrong, director ofthe Arrupe Program

in Social Ethics for Business and Woodstock

Business Conference, will present "Share-

holder vs. Stakeholder Value" Feb. 13. Park-

ing is available in the underground garage

next to the church. For details call (704) 370-

3225,

CHARLOTTE— Catholic Singles ofChar-

lotte will be hosting a Valentine's Day Social

Feb. 14 at 8 p.m. All single parishioners are

welcome to attend. This is a free event, i

snacks and sodas will be served. Call Laure

(704) 554-0 1 88 for additional information.

CHARLOTTE— In an effort to offer comf

hope, support and peace to couples who

experiencing or have experienced the ChaH

ofInfertility, the community of St. Matthc

offering a special Mass Feb. 17 at 7:30 p.n

the Daily Mass Chapel ofSt Matthew ChJ
80 1 5 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. Those attt'

ing are invited to a reception that will foUo''

the Narthex for fellowship and support Pni

and resource material will also be available,
i

details, call Aliceann Coon at (704) 540-»|

Sponsored by the Family Enrichment Comi

tee and Elizabeth Ministry.

CHARLOTTE—The next fVomen's Talk'

take place at St. Vincent de Paul Church, e

Old Reid Rd., Feb. 18 at 7 p.m. For n'

information, contact Peggy Pohlheber at ('

588-7311. '

CHARLOTTE — Totty Lee of Hospic'

Charlotte will present "Children and Grief'

18, 7-9 p.m. in the St. Gabriel Ministry Cei'

30 1 6 Providence Rd. All are invited to learn

death impacts children. Topics covered wi

how children understand death at different <

how children grieve, what to say and not tt

to help children and how families can wor.i

gether to heal after a loss. For details, call

Dengler at (704) 704-364-543 1 ext. 212.

CHARLOTTE — St, Gabriel Church,

Providence Rd,, is sponsoring a progra!

welcome back inactive Catholics and/or thosel

have left the Church but are interested in rel'

ing to the practice of the Catholic faith.

'

Catholics Returning Home series will meet

'

days through Feb. 15, 3:30-5 p.m. For i

information, call Sue Johnson at (704) 333-f
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ROM THE VATICAN

\t Mass marking feast of

Presentation, pope cites

role of religious
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

early 1 million members of Catholic

.'ligious orders have a vital role to play

I modern evangelization, said Pope
)hn Paul II.

The pope praised the work of reli-

lous men and women at a Mass in St.

eter's Basilica Feb. 2 marking the
ast of the Presentation of the Lord and
le eighth annual World Day for Con-
'crated Life.

"In the intimacy of the monastic
oister or working next to the poor and
arginalized, among youths or inside

clesial structures, in the various apos-

lic activities or in mission lands, God
ants you faithful to his love and com-
etely dedicated to the good of others,"

iARLOTTE— Learn why savingsexfor mar-
'.ge is loving, life and soul-saving advice in a
jcial presentation for parents, pastors, coun-
ors, teachers, youth directors and young
ults. Jason Evert, Catholic apologist, will

2ak at St. Vincent de Paul Church, 6828 Old
id Rd., Feb. 19 at 7 p.m. For more informa-
n, contact Diane Hoefling, St. Vincent de Paul
spect Life coordinator/Catholic Schools pro-
! volunteer at (704) 541-3760 or email @
)ef54 l@aol.com.

lARLOTTE— A four-part series, "Under-
nding Your Late Life Choices, " will be pre-
ited at St. Gabriel Church, 30 1 6 Providence
., Thursdays Feb. 5-26, 10-11:30 a.m. Topics
.1 include protecting your home and assets,

jsing and in-home care, Medicare/Medicaid
1 long-term care. For reservations, call B.J.

ngler at (704) 364-5431, ext. 212.

EENSBORO VICARIATE

LEENSBORO, — St. Pius X Church will

nmemorate African American history in the

tholic Church Feb. 15 during the 1 1.30 am
iss. Msgr. Mauricio West will be the guest
ibrant with Msgr. Anthony Marcaccio, pas-

, Lunch will be served directly after Mass.

HEBORO — St Joseph Church welcomes
nedictine Father David Draim and
ledictine Abbot Patrick Shelton to present
next program in our Spiritual Pathways se-

>, "The Benedictines: Work and Prayer" as

y share practical monastic values for Chris-
is living in the real everyday world. The
gram will be held Feb. 1 8 at 7 p.m. at The Salt
c, Randolph Senior Adults Center, 133 V^.
inman Ave. For details call the St. Joseph
arch office at (336) 629-622 1.

EENSBORO— Theology on Tap will meet
jsdays in February at 7 p.m. at "Anton's"

Battleground Ave. Contact
ensborotot@yahoo.com for more informa-
i,

3H POINT— Immaculate Heart ofMary
irch, Johnson St. and Skeet Club Rd., will

r free basic and intermediate Spanish classes

irsdays. 7-8:30 p.m. Classes through Feb.
To register, call Nancy Skee at (336) 884-
2.

<ORY VICARIATE

"KORY—A GriefSupport Group meets the
)nd and fourth Wednesday ofeach month at

) p.m. in the parlor of St. Aloysius Church,
Second St. NE. For more information, call

church office at (828) 327-2341.

the pope said in a sermon.

"Continue to dedicate yourselves
with passion to announcing and pro-
moting (God's) kingdom. This is your
mission, necessary today as in the past,"

he said.

Thousands of religious priests,

nuns and brothers held candles at the

start of the Mass. The pope blessed the
candles during the "liturgy of light,"

gave the sermon and led a prayer of
thanksgiving for the gift of consecrated
life.

According to Vatican statistics, the

number ofmen and women members of
religious orders totaled about 986,000
at the end of 2001, with 792,300 nuns
and 193,600 priests and brothers.

Vatican official defends different

roles for men, women

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE— Seniors ages 55 and up
are invited to St. Therese Church, 217
Brawley School Rd., the second Saturday of
each month following the 5:30 Mass for Se-
nior Games Night, featuring games and a pot-
luck dinner. Call Barbara Daigler at (704)
662-9762 for details.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

CANTON — Immaculate Conception
Church, 42 Newfound Rd., will conduct one-
hour sessions each Thursday through Feb.
26 on "The Precepts of the Catholic Church."
Sessions will start at noon — bring your
lunch; drinks will be provided. Discussions
are open to anyone who wants to know more
about church teachings or to review what you
learned many years ago. For more informa-
tion, call Dot and Chuck Luce at (828) 648-
7369.

WAYNESVILLE — St. John Church, 234
Church St., will hold a Vaktitine Party Feb. 14
at 7 p.m. in the church hall. Music will be
provided by Sound Explosion. For more in-

formation, caO the church office at 456-6707.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

CLEMMONS— Seekers, an outreach minis-
try to inactive Catholics, will begin at Holy
Family Church, 4820 Kinnamon Rd., Feb. 1

7

at 7:30 p.m. Join us for these informal listen-

ing sessions and an update of the Catholic
faith. Contact the church office at (336) 778-
0600 X 0 to register. For more information,
please contact Carmel Pittaway at (336) 766-
0650.

WINSTON-SALEM— Learn NaturalFam-
ily Planning taught by the Couple to Couple
League. A four-part series ofclasses will be-
gin Feb. 15 at 1:30 p.m. at St. Leo the Great
Church, 335 Springdale Ave. For registra-
tion and mformation, call Stephanie and Todd
Brown at (336) 765-2909.

Is your parish or school having an
event? Please submit notices for

the Diocesan Planner at least 15
days prior to the event date in writ-

ing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Catholic Church's insistence that the dif-

ferences between men and women are

real is not the basis for discrimination

but for recognizing the value of each
person, said the president of the Pontifi-

cal Council for the Laity.

Polish Archbishop Stanislaw Rylko
hosted a Jan. 30-31 seminar at the
Vatican with about 50 men and women
on "Men and Women: Diversity and
Reciprocal Complementarity" to discuss

changing cultural notions of male and
female identity and to look at ways to

promote church teaching on the subject.

"The culture ofour time is question-

ing what it means to be human" and is

doing so in a way "that goes so far as to

contort the understanding of sexual
identity and relations between the
sexes," said Archbishop Rylko.

Pretending there are no differences

between men and women "has repercus-

sions for the future of humankind," he
said.

Archbishop Rylko said Catholic
Church teaching, particularly under

Pope John Paul II, has emphasized the
dignity and equality of men and women
while upholding the truth about differ-

ences between them.

The differences, he said, are not sim-
ply physical, but stem from being born
male or female, and if one ignores those

differences, one is not recognizing the full

dignity of each person.

Archbishop Rylko said challenges

the church faces in promoting its teach-

ing include:

— Finding ways to support "the

role of the family in the difficult task of
the formation of the sexual identity of
children, which is particularly difficult

today because of the profound and wide-
spread crisis of the figure of the father."— Promoting real collaboration be-

tween men and women in the church,

including giving more visibility to lay-

men to counter "the widespread cliche

that religion is a 'woman's thing.'"— Finding ways to communicate
the church's teaching "on the dignity of
the human person, on human love, mar-
riage and the family."

At all costs

CNS PHOTO BY Declan Walsh

Children pack the Rural Focus Uganda shelter in Gulu in December last year.

Called "night commuters," the youngsters leave their rural homes in northern
Uganda every night for Gulu, an army-protected area, in an effort to escape
potential abduction by members of an armed rebel group.

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attactied to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straiglit & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.
800 Central Ave. • Charlotte, NC • (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas
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Asheville students are

hands, heart ofGod
Quilts, outreach ministry highlighted at ceremony

B\- CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Although most

Asheville-area schools were closed,

Asheville Catholic School students

didn't let snow flurries keep them from

the opening ceremony for Catholic

Schools Week Jan. 28, which had al-

ready been postponed two days due to

inclement weather.

An assembly of students, faculty and

guests in the auditorium emphasized the

school's outreach ministry, in which each

class focuses on a group or organization

to help during the school year.

Photo by Carole McGrotty

Principal Virginia Hutton and students

stand by quilts made by students at

Asheville Catholic School Jan. 28.

Three quilts made by students un-

der the guidance of visiting artist Norma

Bradley formed a colorful backdrop on

stage at the gathering as attendees sang,

"Be the hands, the heart of God."

Bradley taught sixth- seventh- and

eighth-graders the technique for making

quilt blocks. The students made the

large blocks that form the center of each

quilt, and then helped younger students

make smaller blocks and trace their

hands onto fabric that formed the bor-

ders of each quilt.

Sayings written by students form

the outer bindings of the quilts.

In addition to making quilts, stu-

dents brought in family quilts, as did

members of the faculty and staff One

great-grandmother drove 105 miles

from South Carolina to share her family

quilts, some dating back to the 1700s.

Honored guests representing vari-

ous community organizations received

autographed pictures of the students

who aided their organizations.

Principal Virginia Hutton accepted

a plaque of appreciation on behalf of the

school from John Lauderterbach, direc-

tor of Caring for Children, which helps

families in crisis. He said Asheville

Catholic students collected hundreds of

gifts and gave many children a Christ-

mas they wouldn't have had otherwise.

Other outreach offerings included

first-graders who wrote cards to elderly

and shut-in parishioners of St. Eugene

Church in Asheville.

Second- through fourth-graders

visited elderly residents in care facilities

— they entertained, made cards, helped

with bingo cards and baked cookies for

eddmte Cat&oiic ScAaoi^ 7<Jed,(

J&L SERVICES
655 Presslev Road, Suite L, Charlotte, NC 28217

(704) 523-9032

COFFEE • VENDING • SUPPLIES
SERVICES

More than 50 years of summer fun

and growth in the Blue Ridge Mountains
with outstanding Christian staff!

Please call for a brochure and free video

or visit our Web sites.

Merri-Mac for Girls

Timberlake for Boys

1123 Montreal Road

Black Mountain, NC 28711
828-669-8766

www.merri-mac.com

www.camptimberlake.comfur (J'fb

Photo by Carole McGr

Quilts made by students under the guidance of a visiting artist were display

during a Jan. 28 Catholic Schools Week ceremony at Asheville Catholic School, i

special occasions.

Fifth-graders learned to accept the

differences of mentally and physically

challenged children by reading, playing

games and interacting with them at

Estes Elementary School. This emphasis

on the spiritual growth of each child

continues through eighth grade as they

become more involved each year.

Anita Lpvejoy of the Emma School

in Asheville spoke about the eighth-

graders who help each week in the En-

glish as a Second Language program,

helping younger students learn and h

prove their English.

James Bowles of Manna Food Ba

praised the sixth-graders who ha

logged 800 hours of service in the pi|

two years. Seventh-graders are also

volved in food service, helping prep;

and serve lunch in homeless shelters.

In the afternoon, students enjoye<

movie and treats for Student Apprec

tion Day. Luncheons honoring voli

teers and faculty finished the week

Thursday and Friday.

HAPPY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK!

ACT 11515Vanstoi7Dr.-#110A

HuntersviUe Business Park

Huntersvilie, NC 28078

(704) 875-0432 (800) 345-6392

Fax (704) 875-8128

OFFICE CITY

America's Office Supplier Serving the Charlotte area since 1970

Where do you want your child?
... in a safe, happy environment for learning

and formation of virtue and character ...

Centered on Christ

Focused on Excellence

We offer grades K-5 in a curriculum within the Catholic intellectual

and spiritual tradition, emphasizing the Church's teaching authority

It consists of an ordered series of courses in religion, phonics-based

reading, grammar, literature, mathematics, social studies, and

science. Effective up-to-date materials are used in this college

preparatory program.

WE WELCOME ALL FAMILIES WHO WANT THE BEST

FOR THEIR CHILDREN AT A VERY AFFORDABLE COS"

Call us for a private tour today! 704-84 1 -229'^

Blessed Sacrament Academy
2024 Sam Newell Road, Matthews, NC 28105-4529

(Behind Windsor Square Shopping Center)

A private academy, independent of Charlotte diocesan schools

PRESENTTHISAD FOR

$100 OFF

REGISTRATION FEE

Open House to meet

parents and teachers

Fri., Feb. 20,

10 am— 2 pm
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rriad Catholic schools

veather winter storm
Ichool Masses, events hindered by chilly climate

BY SUSAN deGUZMAN
CORRESPONDENT

WINSTON-SALEM — A few
riad-area Catholic schools scrambled
celebrate Catholic Schools Week

didst snow days and delayed openings

n. 26-30.

St. Leo the Great and Our Lady of
ercy schools in Winston-Salem were
en for only two days. Some schools,

ch as Bishop McGuinness Catholic

igh School in Kernersville, stayed
)sed the entire week.

Many events planned for Catholic

hools Week at the schools had to be
irranged,

A visit from Bishop Peter J. Jugis

^blighted events at St. Leo the Great
dool during the shortened week. In his

mily, the bishop said this was the only

lool Mass not cancelled due to the

ather.

"We are so fortunate to have the

hop with us today. His presence is a

ssing to all our children, and to the

it of us," said Principal Georgette
iraeder.

Bishop Jugis joined the teachers,

IF and parish priests after the Mass in

special luncheon prepared by the
lool's parent volunteers.

One of the school Masses cancelled

was at Bishop McGuinness.
"Our Catholic identity is a primary

focus at Bishop McGuinness Catholic

High School," said Principal George Re-
pass. "We were looking forward to hav-

ing the bishop come and be with us. His
presence would be truly inspirational and
energizing for our high school students."

Repass said the school plans to have
Bishop Jugis back in the near future.

Gestures of appreciation to the fac-

ulty and students were two activities the

school was able to salvage, .according to

Repass. Parents provided homemade
dishes for a teachers' luncheon and the

school provided a free lunch for students

the following Monday, which coincided

with the school's "Spirit Week."
Important aspects of Catholic

Schools Week are open house days. Par-
ent volunteers Elen Polselli, Carolee
Ronan, Julie McCabe and Scott SaJfer

were on hand at Our Lady of Mercy
School Jan. 29 to provide tours for fami-

lies interested in Catholic education.

"I am very pleased with our turnout
today," said Principal Sandra
McMonagle. "We gave about a dozen
tours in just a few hours."

Although Our Lady of Mercy

COMING SOON!!
SPRING OF 2004!

Photo by Susan deGuzman

Juniors Kyle Barbour and Matt Pentz, student council vice president and president,
respectively, display the Catholic Schools Week banner at Bishop McGuinness Catholic
High School In Kernersville.

School missed its "Hats Off"to the Teach-
ers" event on Monday and Student Ap-
preciation Day on Wednesday,
McMonagle said the school got in a little

something for everyone on Thursday
and Friday.

Kindergarteners paraded through
the school in their homemade penguin
outfits (penguins being a subject of their

studies) and all students had the chance
to participate in "Silly Sock Day."

Students from both Our Lady of
Mercy and St. Leo the Great School were
treated to the entertainment ofmagicians.

Winston-Salem Mayor Allen Joines'

visit to St. Leo the Great School was also

postponed. Students looked forward to

telling the mayor about their commu-
nity service project, in which the entire

student' body participated in filling al-

most 100 "Lift Your vSpirit" bags with
treats and Bible passages.

The bags wQl go to the police and
firefighters in the community. The stu-
dents look forward to a postponed date

for the mayor's visit, making Catholic

Schools Week last just a little bit longer

than usual this year.

Flynn
&0'l-lara
School Uniforms

is opening in the Charlotte area

Flynn & O'Hara is the
RIGHT CHOICE
for your School Uniform needs!

Proudly serving the Charlotte area for over 30 Years!

Hours of Operation
Year Round
M-T-TH-F-S: 10 am to 5pm
Wednesday: 10 am to 7pm

August thru Sept. 7
M-W-F: 10am to 8pm
T-TH-S:10am to 5pm

www.flynnohara.com
Fax at 1-215-637-6392

Toll Free 1-800-441-4122

A Soutlieni Catholic Tradition Since 1876

Belmont Abbey College
North Carolina

Some Interesting Facts About The Abbey

• FoundedJi^engiictine monks and^the only Catholic

college in the region \

• Over 40 undergraduate majors, minors and areas of—-
concentration

• \\ erage class size: 1 7 students

• Numerous Internship, Study Abroad and Service Opportur^ties

• Vibrant Campus Ministry Progi-am

• 650-acre campus on National Register of Historic Places

• Clubs. Greek Life. NCAA Division' 1 1 .'\thleties

• Only 10 miles from Charlotte!^
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Celebrating Catholic schools

Courtesy Photo

Students from St. Patrick School in Charlotte help load the Goodwill truck during

service day of Catholic Schools Week.

SCHOOLS, from page 1

several days last week, the pride in

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Char-

lotte can't be kept pent up inside," said

Superintendent Linda Cherry. "In

many of our schools, the canceled pro-

grams from last week were moved to

this week."

Despite the school's closing Mon-

day through Wednesday, Principal

Patricia Murphy of Our Lady of the

Assumption School in Charlotte said

Catholic Schools Week spirits were

high. Students made posters depicting

what they liked about the school, and

then voted on the best posters.

'The importance of Catholic educa-

tion comes out in those posters," said

Murphy. 'The students did well with

them."

Dominican Sister Glenn Ann
McPhee, secretary for education at the

United States Catholic Conference of

Bishops (USCCB), said this year's

Catholic Schools Week theme under-

scores faith as an important value at the

foundation of a Catholic school curricu-

lum and also gives assurances that

Catholic schools foresee a bright future.

"Catholic school leaders are commit-

ted to making a difference," said Sister

McPhee. "Our goal is to graduate stu-

dents who have strong moral standards

and fine academic skills who will become

good citizens and able members of the

workforce."

'There are many fine educational

programs around the world and in

North Carolina, but there's that one feel-

ing you get when you walk into a Catho-

lic school," said Cherry. "In addition to

strong academics, there's something that

brings everyone together. Catholics and

non-Catholics — everyone is treated

with the same feeling, loving and caring

as they should be."

"We are able to come into school and

have the freedom to pray, model Gospel

values and worship together," said

Murphy.
On Feb. 3, the feast of St. Blase,

Father Gregory Littleton, pastor of Our

Lady of the Assumption Church, visited

the school to bless students' throats.

'The children get to see our priests

modeling Christ for them, and this is

what we do every day," said Murphy.

Catholic Schools Week is "to display

the attributes and faith of the Catholic

schools, and unite Catholic schools

across the country that have similar

missions and promote solidarity among

them," said Principal Joe Puceta of St.

Michael School in Gastonia.

"It's good for recognition in our

communities that Catholic schools are

alive and well," he said.

During the week, schools celebrated

the parish family, the community, the

volunteers and the students, and many

dioceses encouraged parents to enroll

their children in Catholic schools by of-

fering open houses.

Because of the weather, Sacred

Heart School in Salisbury was also

closed for three days and had to resched-

ule its open house and other events.

"It didn't go as well as we had hoped,"

said Principal Kathleen Miller. But, she

said, the school still found ways to cel-

ebrate the significance of Catholic schools.

"We celebrated the Catholic history

and tradition of our school — we cel-

ebrated our graduates and aU the good

work we do in preparing young people to

live their faith here and later in life," said

Miller. "We remember our past, celebrate

the present and prepare for the fiature."

Parents visited St. Ann School in

Charlotte Jan. 29 and spoke to students

about their careers, and how their jobs

and lives might change by 2025. On Jan.

30, fourth- and fifth-graders carried the

altar gifts and performed an interpretive

dance during Mass at St. Ann Church.

"In celebrating all who play a major

role in making our schools places where

a Taith-Filled Future' is the main rea-

son for our existence, we take time to

recognize several generations," said

Cherry. "We celebrate those fi-om the

past, who built the schools and brought

the Catholic faith to the diocese; those in

the present who support the schools as

parishioners and volunteers as well as

parents, teachers and staflf; and most im-

portantly, we recognize those in the fu-

ture— all ofour students who will carry

HAPPY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK!

"^GODFREYdjbi

Plumbing -

service department

704-334-9715

A Complete Service in

Heating— Air Conditioning

repairs & repucements

Serving Charlotte Since 1929

Conmiercial, Industrial, Residential

- BOEERS

GENERAL OFFICE

704-334-8604

the Catholic faith into future genera

tions."

The first annual Catholic School

Week was in 1974, and became part c

The National Marketing Campaign fo

Catholic Schools in 1991, a joint effoi

by the National Catholic Education;

Association (NCEA) and the USCCB.
i

"Catholic education is one of th

great and generous works of the churcl

Our graduates have become leaders (

this country, teachers, religious men an

women and business entrepreneurs

said Michael Guerra, NCEA presiden

"Without a doubt, our schools have ha|

a far-reaching impact on shaping tl

world."

A delegation of more than 1£

Catholic school students, teachers ar

parents visited Capitol Hill to meet wii

congressional leaders to promote Catb^

lie schools Jan. 28. '

The delegation hand-delivered k'

ters from chief administrators of Cath

lie education to their representatives ai

provided a background package (

Catholic schools to every congressior

ofiice.

Daniel Curtin, executive director

Chief Administrators of Catholic Educ

tion at the NCEA, said distributing t

letters gave Catholic leaders an opport

nity to tell Congress about Catho

schools in their localities.

"Many of our superintendents i

this initiative as a timely reminder

about our priorities for Catholic edu(

tion," said Curtin.

Courtesy

The Dazzling DiMuzio Brothers, David and Paul, entertain students at Our Lad;

the Assumption School in Charlotte Jan. 30 as part of Catholic Schools Week.

Attention all YOUTH and YOUNG ADULTS
Atencion Jdvenes!

^^.^

CORPUS CHRISTI CELEBRATION

Saturday, June 12 9:30 am - 6:30 pre'

Belmont Abbey College

Celebrate the day with music, prayer,

workshops, lunch as well as a keynote

address and Eucharistic liturgy with

Bishop Peter Jugis.

$10 includes lunch

Register with your parish youth minister or call (704) 370-32^

Sponsored by diocesan offices serving youth and young adults
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

TRACS Foundation
helps raise funds for

Catholic schools

Students' lives enhanced tkrou^ many contributions

i
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The Triad Area
:atholic Schools (TRACS) Education
bundation continues its success in rais-

ng funds in support of quality faith-

)ased Catholic education in the Triad.

Since the Foundation's inception in

1001, contributions have increased by
30 percent and the Foundation's An-
lual Giving Campaign for the 2003-
:004 school year raised $432,524.01 to

ate — 135 percent of the $320,000
;oal. Two donations were received in

^te January— one for $15,000 and one
or $13,000 — for a total of $28,000
eceived in one day.

"I am very grateful for the support
nd dedication of the members of the
"RACS Education Foundation Board,
pntributors and friends of the Triad
irea Catholic Schools," said Jen Smith,
iocesan development director for

*atholic schools.

'To go from zero to over $800,000
1 three years is a testament to how
nportant Catholic education is to
»ple in the Triad," said Amy Wicker,
ce chairperson for the TRACS Educa-
on Foundation.

"It's the result ofhard work of all the

TRACS board members at the various

schools in getting the needs out, and the
hard work of the volunteers and fami-
lies," said Wicker.

The Foundation's funded projects

for the 2003-2004 school year included:

faculty and staff bonuses; technology en-
hancements; professional development
for faculty and staff; curriculum enrich-

ment programs; and school renovations.

"Each school establishes its goals of
critical needs and the fiinding is used to

meet those needs," said Wicker.

Another focus of the Foundation is

tuition assistance, which, along with
individual school fundraising and the
Piedmont Triad Scholarship Fund,
provided more than $70,000 in the
2003-04 school year.

"Tuition assistance is vitally impor-
tant to Our Lady of Mercy School
families," said Principal Sandra
McMonagle in 2003. "Most families
plan their budgets to give up 'extras' so
that their children can receive a Catholic
education. We at OLM are so grateftil to

the Piedmont Triad Scholarship Fund
and to the families at OLM who make
tuition assistance possible."

Give your children the opportunity

to experience what a faith based
education can mean to them.

Charlotte Catholic Schools date back
over 73 years with the first school

opening in 1939.

Acadmdo ExcdLmjce^
Ail Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools

have a strong tradition of

academic excellence.

Charlotte Catholic High School (9-12)
7702 Pineville-Matthews Road • Charlotte

Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School (6-8)
3100 Park Road • Charlotte

St. Ann Catholic School (K-5)

600 Hillside Avenue • Charlotte

St. Gabriel Catholic School (K-5)

3028 Providence Road • Charlotte

MecUaiburg Area Catholic Scliix^

5)^^^|^, C

St. Mark Catholic School (K-7)

1H750 Stumptown Road • Huntersvrlle

St. Matthew Catholic School (K-5)

11525 Elm Lane • Charlotte

St. Patrick Catholic School (K-5)

1125 Buchanan Street • Charlotte

Our Lady of the Assumption
Catholic School (K-S)

H225 Shamrock Drive . Charlotte

uJu>uj.c/)ar/o/<ed/o<:ese.org/cafho//cschoo/s

OTcaW the Admissions Office 70H-370-3273

File Photo by Mike Ford

Students work on computers at Our Lady of Mercy School in Winston-Salem in this
file photo.

This school year, 22 families at

Our Lady of Mercy School in Win-
ston-Salem received tuition assis-
tance ~ 13 of them from the Piedmont
Triad Scholarship Fund. The fund
also helped 22 of the 27 families to

receive tuition assistance at nearby
St. Leo the Great School.

"The scholarship and TRACS fund-
ing enable these families to provide a

Catholic education at a Catholic School,"

said Principal Georgette Schraeder in

2003. "The parents applied for the schol-

arship because they are convinced of the
importance of Catholic education."

Shirley Kinlaw, assistant principal

of Our Lady of Grace School in Greens-
boro, said her school was "blessed" by
"angels of grace" who have donated to

the TRACS campaign.

"Proceeds from the TRACS funds
have been used to enhance our language
arts curriculum, to improve our technol-
ogy, to assist families in need of tuition

assistance and to provide much-needed
professional development opportunities
for our teachers," said Kinslaw.

"Two middle school teachers at Our
Lady of Grace benefited directly fi-om

TRACS monies to attend conferences
that will enable them to fijrther impact
our children and their faith lives," she
said.

In October 2003, Chris Ostrom, a

seventh-grade religion and social studies

teacher, attended the University ofNotre
Dame's Excellence in Teaching Confer-
ence, in part due to TRACS donations

and a grant from the local Notre Dame
University Alumni Club.

'What a great opportunity to attend
one of the most prestigious Catholic uni-

versities in the nation and learn how to

improve the education for our children!"

said Ostrom.

Professional development funds
provided by TRACS donations enabled
sixth-grade teacher Bobbie Gaski to at-

tend the Holocaust Education Confer-
ence at Seton Hill University in Pennsyl-
vania in November 2003.

Gaski attended workshops with
noted theologians, speakers and other
educators who focused on Holocaust
education in Catholic schools.

"I teach a unit on Anne Frank in my
eighth-grade literature classes, and I

plan to implement many of the ap-
proaches and ideas fi-om this conference

as the year progresses," said Gaski. "I

am so grateful for having had the oppor-
tunity to attend this gathering."

"The support demonstrated during
the Foundation's 2003-2004 Annual
Giving Campaign gives strength to our
belief in one Catholic community," said

Smith. "The vision, dedication and en-

thusiasm of the board members, donors
and friends of the Foundation have been
critical to the success of the campaign.

"

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information on the TRACS and

MACS Education Foundations, contact

Jennifer Smith at (704) 370-3303 or e-mail

jjsmith@charlottediocese.org.

Catholic Gift & Bool( Store

Over 700 Book Titles, plus Bibles, Rosaries, Statues,

Medals, Tapes, CD, Plaques, & much, much more!

Hours: 9am 5pm Monday - Friday

(336)273-2554 fax (336) 273-2441 233 N. Greene St. Greensboro, NC 27401
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Peace, justice and lunch

JUSTICE, from page 1

lie Conference of Bishops Department of

Social Development and World Peace,

kicked off the first luncheon last month

with a presentation on faithfijl citizen-

ship.

Participation will hopefiiUy lead to a

greater advocacy on behalf ofjustice for

those who lack justice, and new or re-

newed direct action and intervention in

the lives of those who are marginalized

and threatened in society, said Joe

Purello, director of the diocesan Office of

Justice and Peace.

"If a practice of being regularly en-

gaged in matters of social justice is es-

tablished, hopefiatly one will be better

able to receive the grace of knowing

God's presence in one's own life," said

Purello.

Dr. Terry Armstrong

Just Second Fridays is designed to

facilitate the attendance of people of all

ages, said Purello.

'The Office of Justice and Peace has

observed that the demographic group

most often missing at justice and peace

events held during evenings and week-

ends is young adults in their 20s, 30s

and 40s who often have non-business

hour demands on their time associated

with raising and nurturing children," he

said.

But attendance at holy day and

regular noon Masses at St. Peter Church

demonstrates there is a large Catholic

presence in uptown Charlotte during the

business day who are interested in en-

riching their spiritual lives.

"Since the primary target audience

for these presentations is the uptown

working community of Charlotte, we
will be recruiting speakers who can ad-

dress topics related to business ethics,

labor issues and economic justice," said

Purello. "A variety of other social justice

topics win also be offered."

Mon-l-'ri ';;30;im-5:.^0pin

Sal. y:30iun-.^:00pin

Carolina
Catholic ^

Bookshoppe
t Special Cards

t Religious Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) 334-3313

4410-F Monroe Road, Charlotte, NC
www.carolinacatholicbooks.com

We welcome mail orders and special orders'.

WANTTOGO?
Just Second Fridays are held the second Fri-

day of each month in the Annex Building on

College Street behind St. Peter Church, 507

Tryon Street in Charlotte (in the lower level

Atrium Room with entry from The Green). All

events run 1 -2 p.m. except Good Friday, April

9,whichwillbe11a.m.-12p.m.

Limited free partying is available in the garage

underThe Green next to St. Peter Church.

Bring your own lunch to the programs. Cold

drinks are provided. Arabica Coffee House

and Mr Hero, located in the Annex Building

food court, offer 1 0 percent discounts to those

attending Just Second Fridays.

For more information, go online at

www.cssnc.org/justicepeace.

JUST SECOND FRIDAYS

Here is a list of other upcoming Just Second

Friday topics and speakers.

March 12, 1 p.m.

"Pope John Paul H's Gospel of Life"

Jesuit FatherJoseph Koterski, professorof Phi-

losophy at Fordham University, N.Y.C.

Maggi Nadol, director of Respect Life Office,

Catholic Social Services, Diocese of Charlotte

April 9, 11 a.m. (special time)

"Reflections on Death in a Civilized Society:

Death Penalty inAmerica"

James Cooney III of Womble, Carlyle,

Sandridge & Rice in Chariotte

May 14, 1 p.m.

"HowCan Business Ensure All Have a 'Place

at the Table'— Reflections on Poverty and

Opportunity in Today's Economy"

Joan Rosenhauer, special projects coordina-

tor of the USCCB in Washington, D.C.

Speakers for June 11 ,
July 9, Aug. 1 3, Sept.

10, Oct. 8, Nov. 12 and Dec. 10 will be an-

nounced in May 2004.

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Candidates of the Christian kind

Courtesy Photo by Lee Stocker

Thirty-eight confirmation candidates from Holy Spirit Church in Denver, Queen

of the Apostles Church in Belmont and St. Mary Church in Shelby participated

in a retreat at Queen of the Apostles Ian. 24-25. The group focused on the

fruits and gifts of the Holy Spirit and how they are called to Christian service in

the world. The retreat ended with a celebration during Mass, and a call to

continued conversion for all involved.

Fax 704-552-7661

KTC Transportation Co. \m

CALL 704-552-7605

convention Services Long & Short Tours

Airport Beach vacations

Hotel Games
City Tours sports

Croups Special Events

www.ktctransportation.com

La (BeCCa Sposa
the beautiful bride

Couture 'Pi'eMwg gowns • (Bridesmaids • ^Ffxywer girCs • P'- Communion

1 30 Matthev/s Station
C h g r I o 1 1 e, N C

phone :704. 847. 2255
~

www.labellasposa.net

ii
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Foster families nurture

tender souls

FOSTER CARE, from page 1

words "foster care," they may think of

physically abused, emotionally
scarred adolescents and teenagers be-

ing moved from foster home to foster

home, never finding a family of their

own.
For the children placed by CSS in

the Diocese of Charlotte, their stories

are considerably brighter.

Most of the eight to 10 children in

the CSS foster care program each

year are newborns who are tempo-
rarily entrusted to foster families —
usually four weeks or less — until

they join their adoptive or biological

families

During the foster care period,

birth parents continue to receive

counseling and support.

Foster families for CSS are care-

fully screened and go through an as-

sessment process. Also, foster chil-

dren are not permitted to be placed in

daycare. The child must be in the care

of a member of the family at all times.

"These foster families are so self-

less," said Sharon Davis, a social

worker in the Charlotte Regional Of-
fice of CSS. "It's a family affair, with
everyone involved in the care and
nurturing of the child."

"For anyone who needs to fill

their life, this is a great way to do it,"

Ferri said, adding that she always
prays for the mothers of the babies

who have been in her care.

EUie and John Collins are foster

parents who have cared for seven in-

fants in their Winston-Salem home.
Collins said she has been "tre-

mendously impressed by CSS" em-
ployees regarding the care they pro-
vide to the birth mother before and
after her pregnancy and also to the

adoptive parents.

CSS has placed older children un-

der unusual circumstances.

"These children are often fright-

ened and mistrustful," Davis said.

"Foster families have the challenge of

developing a trusting and loving re-

lationship with them."

Davis also praised the CSS fami-

lies, who often go above and beyond
the call of duty for the children in

their care. One family was assigned to

an infant born with severe medical

problems. Members of the family vis-

ited the hospital every day, almost
around the clock, to ensure that the

infant felt loved and cared for.

There are currently six families in

the foster care program, including

one in Asheville and one in Winston-
Salem.

"The foster families are an inte-

gral part of the ministry and commit-
ment of CSS," said Jeannie Beall, su-

pervisor of social work services. "We
feel extremely blessed to have them as

a part of our team."

"I felt that I wanted to offer these

children a positive, nurturing atmo-
sphere," said Ellie Collins. "We
wanted to bring Jesus' love to these

children."

Contact Staff'Writer Karen A. Evans
by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Catholic Social Services is one of 36
ministries funded by contributions to the

Diocesan Support Appeal.

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship
• Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping
• Meal preparation • Medication reminders

SENIOR CARE*
Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

704-344-0801 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated.

^Home
instead

Another blessing from lourdes
PGA Golf Pro Ron Garcia, member of Immaculate
Conception Church, tells of a religious experience that led

to a cure for asthma and year-round allergies. By sharing

the story of his spiritual enlightenment, he hopes to help

others with similar ailments.

For a copy of his complete manuscript, mail check or money order for $14 (includes handling) to:

Ron Garcia, PO Box 181 7, Hendersonville, NC 28793 Visit www.rglourdes.com

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Under the watchful eye of Louise Ferri, Sharon Davis, a social worker with the

Charlotte Regional Office of Catholic Social Services, holds Ferri's foster son. There
are currently six families in tfie foster care program — four in Charlotte, one in

Asheville and one in Winston-Salem.

Cathouc
SOCIAI

112 ? South Church St.

Charblte, NC 28203

www.cssnc.org

Executive Director;

Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227
Refugee Office:

Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930
justice & Peace:

Joe Purello(704) 370-3225
Special Ministries:

Gerard A. Carter (704) 370-3250

Charlotte Region: 1 1 23 South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203
Area Director: Ceri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801
Area Director: Sister Marie Frechette (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad; 621 W. Second Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27108
Area Director: David Harold (336) 727-0705
Greensboro Satellite Office: (336) 274-5577
High Point Hispanic Center: (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. tnclepeiideiice Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-S336

Biggest
ISeleetion

Drivers wanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing Could Be Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Singingasongofthe saints

(and near-saints) ofGod
REVIEWED BY GRAHAM G. YEARLEY

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

As a child, I loved the Anglican

hymn "I Sing a Song of the Saints of

God," especially its last line: "For the

saints of God are folk just like me and,

God willing, I'U be one, too."

But one lesson I learned from read-

ing these three volumes on saints and

near-saints is that these folks are not like

you or me. These men and women are

certainly more pious and God-directed

than most of us, but also more driven,

difficult and, at times, self-destructive.

The importance of saints for most

people is the power ofexample they offer

in Christian living. Leo Knowles in

"Modern Heroes of the Church" has

loKn f . fink

Saints

BMilBiiMil

"Modem Heroes of the Church," by

Leo Knowles. Our Sunday Visitor

(Huntington, Ind., 2003). 186 pp.,

$13.95.

"A Century of Catholic Converts," by

Lorene Hanley Duquin. Our Sunday

Visitor (Huntington, Ind., 2003). 233

pp., $14.95.

"American Saints: Five Centuries of

Heroic Sanctity on theAmerican Con-

tinents," by John F. Fink. Alba House

(New York, 2001). 157 pp., $9.95.

many of the people one might expect to

see: Archbishop Oscar Romero, Father

Charles de Foucauld, St. Edith Stein,

Pope John Paul I and Dr. Tom Dooley.

But he also introduces less familiar fig-

ures: Franz Jagerstatter, who refused to

serve the Nazis in any capacity and was

hanged; John Bradburne, murdered by

guerrillas, who lived and worked with

African leprosy patients; and Franciscan

Father Mychal Judge, who died admin-

istering last rites to a fireman at the

World Trade Center on Sept. 1 1, 2001.

In several cases these heroes don't

seem quite real because the author plays

a biographical trick with us: He men-
tions an amusing sin (usually from

childhood) while omitting or

downplaying natural human faults to

make his subjects appear more saintly.

There is also a great deal of attention

given to practices of mortification. In

many cases, good spiritual disciplines

are taken to grotesque lengths. "Modern

Heroes of the Church" ends up being

more disturbing than inspiring.

"A Century of Catholic Converts"

by Lorene Hanley Duquin is a collection

of profiles of converts to Catholicism,

grouped by decade, through the 20th

century. Many might be surprised to

learn that G.K. Chesterton, Thomas
Merton and Maria Von Trappe were

converts; all three are so closely associ-

ated with Catholicism. For others, like

Clare Booth Luce, Dorothy Day, Cardi-

nal Avery Dulles and St. Edith Stein,

their conversion is a part of their fame.

Although most people in the book

made their conversion in young adult-

hood or middle age, John Wayne con-

verted on his deathbed, spending only a

few hours in his new faith. The collection

ends with stories of abortion

advocates who, in their conver-

sion, became pro-lifers. Perhaps

the most famous is Norma
McCorvey, the plaintiff "Jane

Roe" in the precedent-setting

abortion case Roe vs. Wade.
Most converts report that

conversion is a process, not a

single event, continuing long af-

ter one's reception into the

church. While reading about ce-

lebrities is a guilty pleasure, I longed to

hear about anonymous men and women
who made the same courageous journey

and whose stories will never be told.

"American Saints: Five Centuries of

Heroic Sanctity on the American Conti-

nents" by John F. Fink profiles many of

the 137 men and women who lived in

North or South America and who have

been sanctified or beatified. It is instruc-

tive to learn that the world's only super-

power has not proved to be fertile

ground in producing saints. Only nine

saints or "blesseds" have lived in the

United States; by contrast, Mexico has

50 and Brazil 53.

Indeed, as of this book's publica-

tion, St. Katharine Drexel was the only

native-born U.S. citizen to be canonized
— all other U.S. saints were born before

the country was formed or were born in

other countries. Only nine of the book's

137 were canonized or beatified before

the 20th century, among them were St.

Rose ofLima and St. Peter Claver. Pope
John Paul II is responsible for the re-

cent increase; in his papacy he has can-

onized 28 men and women of the

Americas and beatified 32.

"American Saints" is a quick and

lively read, but some of the research is

slipshod; I found two factual errors my-
self Unintended humor abounds in the

book. An alarming number of our saints

and blesseds had "poor health," but went

on to found orders, build hospitals,

churches, schools and missions, and save

souls in staggering numbers before col-

lapsing from their labors. It makes one

wonder what a healthy saint could do.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: FEB. 15, 2004

Feb. J 5, Sixth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Jeremiah 17:5-8

Psalm 1:1-4, 6

2) 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20

3) Luke 6:17, 20-26

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Life is full of ironies, and I was re-

minded of a common irony the other day

in a conversation with my daughter, a

first-year college student.

She was telling me how anxious she

was to finish college, get a job and earn

her own money so that she could live a

more independent lifestyle. I almost had

to laugh, since I was thinking simulta-

neously that I, an independent, income-

earning adult, would love to be back in

college when my worries consisted

mostly of 8 a.m. classes, cafeteria meals

cooked by someone else and studying for

exams. Obviously, both of us were fail-

ing to appreciate the benefits and chal-

lenges of our respective situations.

The Scriptures for this Sunday in

Ordinary Time are reminiscent of an-

other irony, or paradox, for Christians

— the truth that the kingdom of God is

both a future promise and a fulfilled

reality. It seems that many believers,

finding this paradox difficult to grasp,

tend to focus on one or the other side of

the equation almost exclusively. St.

Paul's Corinthian community seemed to

be negating the fiature resurrection ofthe

dead, limiting their hopes in Christ to

present circumstances. Yet many Chris-

tians also have taken the opposite ap-

proach, directing their gaze to heaven

and the afterlife, and forgetting that the

life of Christ in all its fiillness is theirs

today.

For these, salvation is "something

that happens to my soul when I die"— a

fijture consolation that has little bearing

on one's day-to-day living.

In Luke's Gospel, Jesus models the

perfect balance of the "now-but-not-yet"

nature of the kingdom of God. Even
while he is preaching on future consola-

tion to those who are suffering, he is

healing them of their diseases, delivering

them from unclean spirits and making

his Father's love tangible to them in the

present.

To those whose faith primarily is

oriented to the afterlife, he says, "See, I

am in your midst now!"

And to those whose sight is limited

to their present circumstances, he holds

out the promise of glories to come.

Questions:

In your faith, have you tended to see

Christ's kingdom more as a future

promise or a present reality? What is

God doing in your midst right now that

gives your reassurance for your fiiture?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 21

Sunday (Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Jeremiah 17:5-8, 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20, Luke 6:17,

20-26; IMonday, James 1:1-11, Mark 8:11-13; Tuesday (Seven Founders of the Servite Order),

James 1:12-18, Mark 8:14-21; Wednesday, James 1 :1 9-27, Mark 8:22-26; Thursday, James 2:1-9,

Mark 8:27-33; Friday, James 2:14-24, Mark 8:34—9:1
;
Saturday (St. Peter Damian),.James 3:1-1 0,

Mark 9:2-13

Wkat's Tke Road,

Like AkeaJ,?
Tlie road we liave to travel

is different for eack of us.

Tke only certainty is

ikat we all must end tke

journey some day.

If you take tke time to

prepare for tkat journey's

end now, your family, •

favorite parisk, sckool and

diocesan ministry will ke

supported. A will is an

essential part of tkat

overall plan for your life'

joximey.

RoBHin Catfaoflo MoeeM of CNariotte

To recetvi? a free hcokUt "How To Make A Will Thai Works" contact Gitia Rhodes, Director oj Planned Uiving,

704-370'3320, 1123S. Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203, gwrhoJes@charlotlJiocesc.org
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SCALING MUSICAL HEIGHTS

Bishop McGuinness students

showcase skills

Courtesy Photo

Richard Valitutto, a junior at Bishop

McGuinness Catholic IHigh School in

Kernersville, was one of three winners

of the Winston-Salem Youth Symphony

concerto competition in mid-January.

KERNERSVILLE — The sounds

of success are echoing from Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School.

Richard Valitutto, a junior at

Bishop McGuinness, was one of three

winners of the Winston-Salem Youth
Symphony concerto competition held

at Wake Forest University in mid-

January.

Valitutto was one of four Bishop

McGuinness music students — Beth

Hurley; and Konnstantin Heppner
and David Wehner, both exchange

students from Germany attending

Bishop for the 2003-04 school year
— and numerous other students from

the Triad area to contend in the con-

certo competition.

As one of the winners, Valitutto

now has the honor of performing as

the soloist in the Mozart Piano D
Minor concerto to be held at the

Scales Fine Arts Center at Wake For-

est University in December 2004.

"

In addition, four Bishop
McGuinness music students partici-

SOUTHEAST #
presented by

RALLY

1^ Good News Ministries

SAVE $5!

REGISTER NOW

SATURDAY, MARCH 13 CHARLOTTE BOBCATS TRAINING CENTER
9 am -6 pm (doors open at 8 am) FORT MILL, SC (1-77 Exit 88)

MAKE THIS YOUR LENTEN RETREAT! RECONCILIATION WILL BE AVAILABLE.

Faith
- a challenge to Catholics to renew and

deepen their relationship with ttie Lord

RALPH MARTIN
Ralph is the founding President of Renewal Ministries, a

Catholic mission organization, and hosts a popular weekly

television series. The Choices We Face. Ralph is also the

founding editor of New Covenant magazine and author of

several books. He presently leads The Word of God, an

ecumenical Christian community in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Intercession
- II call to united prayer as our most important spiritual weapon

avmluhle for reneuiing Hkface of the earth

SR. ANN SHIELDS, SGL
Sr. Ann is the superior of the Servants of God's Love in

Lansing, Michigcm, and is a regular co-host on the

television program. The Choices We Face. She also hosts a

radio program. Foodfor the journey. She is the author of

several books, including Fire in My Heart, and is a frequent

conference speaker.

Repentance
- an exhortation to tiirn awayfrom
sin to a Christ-centered, Spirit-filled life

FR. MICHAEL SCANLAN, TOR
1 r Michael is the Chancellor and former President of

Franciscan Universitj' of Steubenville, Ohio, cmd was
ordained in 1964. In 1990, he was awarded the Cross Pro

Ecclesia et Pontifice by Pope John II. He has authored several

books including his autobiography. Let the Fire Fall.

Evangelism
-an imniation to spread the Good Neais

of salvation and the gift ofauthentic Catholicism

PETER HERBECK
Peter is Director of Missions at Renewal Ministries and has

served numerous retreats, conferences, rallies, and events

around the world. Much of his work has been devoted to

helping equip Catholics for ministry through training in

the exercise of spiritual gifts.

FIREl
A CATHOLIC ALUANCE OF

FAITH, INTERCESSION. REPENTANCE, AND EVANGEUSM

Further Information 704-521-9949

Email: carolinaevents2@aol.com

Online Registration: www.fireministry.org/charlotte

MOST REV. PETER J. JUGIS, JCD
"Come to experience with me an occasion of grace and

deepen your commitment to Christ, his Gospel, and the

Church. This will be a moving demonstration of faitli as we
respond to the call by Pope John Paul 11 for a new
evangelization."

— Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis, Bishop of Charlotte

MOST REV. ROBERT J. BAKER, STD
HOMILIST
"My hope and prayer is that all who attend the FIRE Rally

will experience a deeper conversion, a greater desire for

reconciliation, and a willingness to be more fully involved

in the new evangelization to which our Holy Father has

called us."

— Most Reverend Robert J. Baker, Bishop of Charleston

WILLIAM G. CURLIN, DD, BISHOP EMERITUS OF CHARLOTTE
"The Fire Rally is needed more today than ever when the teachings of the

Church are under attack."

DYNAMIC, INSPIRED MUSIC BY HEARTS OF FIRE

BOOKSTORE AND MINISTRY FAIR

REGISTRATION FORM

Name(s)

Address

City

Phone

State Zip

State

Email address

Parish

City

Diocese

Rally Tickets:

Adult: @ $20 = $ ($25 @ tJie door ifavailnble)

Clergy & Religious: ! NO CHARGE

Total Amount Enclosed: $

Number of disability seats needed:

Send form BY FEB. 28th with check payable to:

Good News Ministries

5121 Baker Drive

Charlotte NC 28210

Visa/MC accepted only by phone M-F (704) 527-7616

pated in the Virginia Tech Honor
Band in Blacksburg, Va., the weekend
of Jan. 23. Participating students

were Riley Morgan, Nate Csborne,

Beth Hurley and Patrick Nolan.

MAKING MUSIC IN MACS

Students selected

for festivals,

membership
CHARLOTTE— MACS band stu-

dents are making their marks.

Nineteen MACS band members
were accepted into membership of the

South Central AU-District Concert Band
Festival held in MooresviUe Jan. 29-30.

The students— nine from Charlotte

Catholic High School and 10 from Holy.

Trinity Catholic Middle School — pre-

pared designated solos and were judged

by high school band directors for mem-
bership in this elite group of student

musicians. Students from a six-county

area comprising high school and middle

school bands auditioned for member-
ship, which is limited according to in-

strumentation and musical abilities.

Students have represented the

MACS band program in the festival for

the past four years. The number of stu-

dents participating rose from two stu-

dents in 2000 to 19 students in 2004,

and the MACS band program has one of

the highest student representations of

any school in the six-county area.

New members from Charlotte

Catholic are Deanna Becker, Jenna

Harper, Emily Sharp, Kris Bahar, Mark
Binetti, Alexandra Reinhart and Megan
Hermance. Kaitlin Gilbride and Emily

Freeman were designated as alternates

for membership.

Students from Holy Trinity are

Evan Peleaux, Hilary Sharp, John

Luttrell, Ryan Brennan, Keagan
Maryman, Eric Gleeson, Alexandra

Boss, Carianne Schlie and Becca Mack.
Maggie Luttrell was chosen as an alter-

-

nate for membership.

In the All-District Jazz Band
Festival's inaugural year, three students

from Charlotte Catholic were chosen for

membership through auditions. The
students are Chelsey Conrad, Andrew
Randazzo and Andrew Mack.

The students will rehearse and

present a concert at Lenoir-Rhyne Col-

lege ]h Hickory on Feb. 28.
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Another step toward healing

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

David Mains, acting spol<esman for the Diocese of Charlotte, responds to media

questions regarding a letter delivered to the pastoral center Feb. 3 by David

Fortwengler (right), head of the Charlotte-based chapter of Survivors Network

of those Abused by Priests. Fortwengler, abused by a priest in Maryland, said

his letter offered suggestions to the diocese on dealing with cases of child

sexual abuse by clergy.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

;

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Lip to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
704 549 4010

VUiHn^ Angels."^

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@VisitingAngels.com

I l^s Hjucc/iiii; tin; UM«l>[vavtc nii)c irom the miMk doii.«;d

llic flames oi' romance in your niarrLigc? A Woridwide

Miirrmgc Encounter wetki .i-.i t.in lAimll.- t!ic sfoaks you

felt on vdur weJdinE da>! ' is 44 hours

whi'ir I'liarrW couples c. i . , kids, chore*,

,md phones—and lixi^s lini; ui; i:.iJ\ mhcr. I( you'd

kc gcbarcr depth, powA, md citrichincnt in yow
rdatidnship, you'll like ihc diffcrcncK a Worldwide

Marri,igc Enamntcr weekend an make! join millions

fdniplts worldwiile who have learned how to keep

ibvn Tririrnn.ces vthrsnt and ;il!\ c.

Next Weekend Dates:

felmiary 15-15

Avil4 iKeiivM Cvnt^r, Durham Airport Holiday Inn, Charfotle

Call Tom and Kmilic Sandin (IW) 274-4424 for info

A weeki-ntl of discovery... a lifetime of love

Visit our website at wwwjiiadneighborsxom

The Abbey celebrates Black History Month

Community invited for Haramhe Mass on campus

BELMONT — In celebration of

Black History Month, Belmont Abbey
College will host a Harambe Mass in

the Abbey BasUica Feb. 8. The public is

invited to attend.

American slaves were forbidden

to worship, so they practiced their

Christian faith in secret by stealing

away into the woods.

Harambe is an African word,

meaning "togetherness" or "unity."

Msgr. Mauricio W. West, chancel-

lor and vicar general of the Diocese of

,
Charlotte, will serve as celebrant. He

will be joined by the Perpetual Hope
Gospel Choir and the Kabaka Dancers

for this special Mass.

WAMTTOGO?

The Harambe Mass will take place in

the Abbey Basilica 7 p.m. on Sunday,

Feb. 8. Belmont Abbey College is lo-

cated 15 miles west of Charlotte. For

more information, call the Belmont Ab-

bey Campus Ministry at (704) 829-

7196.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVERS: CAREGiving is a Joy! Join us

in making a difference in the lives of the elderly.

Non-medical companionship & home care.

Flexible, part-time, day, evening & weekend
hours available. Car needed. Home Instead Se-

nior Care. Call 704'.344.9739

OFFICE ASSISTANT: Personal financial

planner needs responsible, articulate, detail-ori-

ented person to handle day-to-day office tasks.

Responsibilities include: customer service, ac-

tivity follow-up, filing, scheduling and main-

taining contact management database. Plan-

ning, investment or insurance experience help-

ful. Computer skills required. 30 hours per

week. Southpark area. Call Cynthia L. Ander-
son, CFP @ 70*- 643-7173 or fax resume to

704-643-7130.

PASTORAL ADMINISTRATOR: The Dio-

cese of Raleigh, North Carolina is seeking candi-

dates for the position of pastoral administrator.

This leadership position requires experience in

pastoral services, worship and administration.

.

Bi-lingual skills and pastoral experience in

North Carolina are desirable. College degree.

Master's degree or equivalent is preferred.

Background check is required. Send resume to

Sister Marie Therese Bugge, OSU, 2120
Rhonda Road, Hillsborough, NC 27278.

PRINCIPAL: St. Anthony of Padua Catholic

grade school located in Southern Pines, NC, is

now accepting curriculum vitae for the position

of principal. The school's curriculum is faithftjl

to the Magesterium of the Church. Applicants

must have a Master's degree and be state certi-

fied in education. Salary will be commensurate
with experience. Since the school is expanding,

an applicant should be a visionary and have

Rind-raising capabilities. Curriculum vitae will

be received through 3/31/04. The Very Rever-

end Jeffrey Ingham, V.F., St. Anthony of Padua

Catholic Church, 175 E. Connecticut Avenue,

Southern Pines, NC 28387.

FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE: Crown Point Office Building.

2101 Sardis Road North, Charlotte. 460 square

feet. $550 per month. Call Paul Johansen 704-

375-1918.

SERVICES

SENIOR ENTERTAINMENT: Strolling ac-

cordion for special theme dinner nights (Ger-

man, Irish, Italian, etc.) or 1920 to 1950 music/

history programs for luncheons. Bob Wilusz -

704-846-5782.

PRAYERS & PETITIONS

Thank you, St. Jude, for prayers answered. EKT

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($1 2 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

LEARN
ROSARY MAKING

Call for catalog & introductory offer

or visit

www.rosaryparts.com

LEWIS & COMPANY

800-342-2400

P.O. Box 268-K, Troy, NY 12181

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291
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Beating bullying and

teaching tolerance
Immaculata School initiates peer power for peace

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

HENDERSONVILLE — Stu-

dents at Immaculata School spent the

four days following Martin Luther

King Jr. holiday learning how to live

out the message of peace and toler-

THEORWDK^
434 Charlotte Avenue, R O. Box 11 586

Rock Hill, SC 2973M586
(803) 327-2097

24TH ANNUAL

CARDINAL NEWMAN
LECTURE

Saturday, February 28

9:30 am -4 pm

Bill Huebsch

"GENIUS OF THE HEART:

POPE JOHN XXIII"

The Newman Lecture is an

annual gift from the Oratory to

the regional church to celebrate

the life and ministry of Cardinal

John Henry Newman. Bill

Huebsch is a leader of workshops

and teacher with an expertise in

catechetics, spirituality and
Vatican Council II. No charge or

registration.

ance King and Jesus Christ promoted.

"Peer Power for Peace" is a pro-

gram designed by the school's coun-

selor, Veronica Doty, and a volunteer

co-chair, Diane Salkewicz. It consists

of a variety of activities designed to

help the students of Immaculata
School recognize different types of

bullying and learn how to prevent

such incidents.

Bullying isn't a major problem in

the pre-kindergarten through eighth-

grade school, said Doty. Most of it

comes during the middle-school years

in subtle forms such as exclusion

from social groups. In a school with

only 190 students, feeling left out of a

class of 15-20 peers can be upsetting.

Doty said.

Doty's intention for Peer Power
for Peace was to use a holistic ap-

proach — to teach teachers, parents

and kids about tolerance. To prepare

the teachers for the program. Doty
arranged for a speaker on "bully pre-

vention" to raise their awareness as to

what bullying is and what it is not.

The eighth-graders took a survey

of the third- through eighth-grade

students about their own experiences,

and almost half the students said they

had experienced some form of being

bullied.

Immaculata students then spent

one period each day of the week of

Jan. 20-23 learning about preventing

bullying and focusing on all aspects

of tolerance.

Each teacher was free to empha-
size whatever aspect was most rel-

evant to his or her class, using bulle-

tin boards, writing assignments,
poster contests and videos about
cliques and bullying to teach the les-

sons of kindness and universal toler-

Panther pride

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Father Conrad Hoover, pastor of St. Ann Church in Charlotte, and parishioners

Anna and Bebe Troppoli show their support of the Carolina Panthers after Mass

Feb. 1. Father Hoover made sure everyone who drives along Park Road saw his

Panther pride — the church's sign read "Go Panthers" and "Vamos Panteras."

Following the Panthers' 32-29 loss to the New England Patriots, the sign was

changed to "Thanks Panthers."

conceived its own plan for peace. Dur-
ing the Mass Jan. 23, which was cel-

ebrated as a children's Mass, a repre-

sentative of each class read aloud

their plan for peace.

Immaculata School asked a dis-

advantaged neighboring school to

join in some of the week's activities.

Every student at both schools re-

ceived a T-shirt with the Peer Power

for Peace logo as a keepsake.

Doty said she has already had
positive feedback about the program
from Immaculata parents.

"Hopefully, we gave the students

some tools they can use," Doty said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A.

Evans hy calling (704) 370-3354 or e-

mail kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

ance.

As part of the program, each class

OHE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!
,

"A rare gift for writing that is so graceful, so natural...

an ability ttiat is both remarkable and unique.

"

—Billie Marie ZaI, Author of The Fabric of Our Lives

To order, mail check or money order (no credit cards) to:

Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, NC 28277
$13.95
plus S2.50 shipping

Create a winning event

1551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC
(828) 327-7441 or toll-free at

(888) 536-7441

info@catholicconference.org

www.catholicconference.oi^

Having your meeting
or conference at the
center malies you a
winner every time!

We can help you turn an oi'dinary

conference, meeting retreat, or banquet

into a special event! You plan the event,

we'llprovide the environment!

^NThe Catholic
^ I
— Conference

\J I Center

We beat the banks!
IMS prides itself on customer service. We're a local

lender and all we want is a chance to quote your

mortgage. Try us, you'll be happy you did. IMS has all

the answers and the loan programs to fit your needs.

^1^

Apply on-line 24 hours a day
www.lendinglocal.com

Call Me! Kim Geter 704-759-31 76
or kmgeter@internationalmortgage. net

7631 Sharon Lakes Rd.

Charlotte, NC 28210
Ste.D IMS Mortgage Service
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

The guest-worker proposal
Having written two columns about

immigration, I realize that this is a hot-

button topic. I have received more letters

and e-mails on this than on any other

topic.

Iri September 2003, I wrote about

our society's schizophrenia on the issue

of illegal workers. We employ them in

large numbers, but we say we don't

want them. This puts both LUegal em-

ployees and employers in an impossible

situation.

In October 2003, I ventured four

suggestions on what might be done

about the problem of illegal migrant

workers. My first recommendation was

for a "giiest-worker" visa program to

legalize the status of undocumented
workers. This would allow millions of

illegal workers to regularize their status

in the United States and would allow

employers to bring people here to work

for an extended length of time.

In January 2004, President Bush

proposed a guest-worker program. This

shows the idea is in the wind. President

Bush merely accepted economic and geo-

graphic reality.

Economically the reality is that

there are about 7 million illegal immi-
grants in the United States. If they all

were sent home tomorrow, some indus-

tries here would come to a halt.

Geographically, the reality is that

most of the illegal workers in the United

States come from Mexico. Our southern

border is too long and too easily crossed

to effectively seal it. As long as there is

grinding poverty there and jobs here,

people will migrate.

Under President Bush's program,

guest workers could get a three-year

visa if they have employment lined up

before they come. If they are already

here, workers could get a visa if they are

employed and pay a fine. These visas

could be renewed for a second three-year

term. After that workers are supposed to

go home, though it is anybody's guess

how this could be enforced. Employers
are permitted to bring in guest workers

ifthey show that Americans could not be

found for these jobs.

The president's plan solves some
problems. It gives legal status to work-

Parish

Diary

FATHER PETER
J. DALY

CNS Columnist

ers from Mexico. It makes them taxpay-

ers and Social Security participants. It

allows law enforcement to concentrate

on real criminals at the border (like drug

smugglers). It might end the illegal traf-

fic in human beings. It would allow mi-

grants to go home for visits. (Some ofmy
parishioners have not been able to go

home for fiinerals of parents.)

But the president's idea does not

address the reason people want to leave

Mexico and come here: poverty.

We need to do what the European

Union did for its poor neighbors. We
need a 20-year economic development

program to build infrastructure and
raise wages and living standards in

Mexico. Then there would be less pres-

sure to come here. A more prosperous

Mexico is in our self-interest.

President Bush promotes globaliza-

tion of the economy. But we need to

"globalize" in ways conservatives never

consider, especially in regard to fair-la-

bor standards.

Every free-trade agreement should

have basic labor standards. This should

include a right to organize workers

freely and to bargain collectively.

Unions should be allowed to organize

across borders so that employers could

not move jobs from Michigan to

Monterey to exploit vulnerable workers.

There should also be a global push for a

living wage.

If countries want to sell products in

the United States, they should have fair-

labor standards to put all workers on a

more level playing field.

President Bush's guest-worker pro-

posal is a good first step. But it chiefly

answers the demands of large employers

here for cheap labor. It does not address

the long-term causes of this migration.

Immigrants: For Better or Worse
Most Americans — 75 percent — think

immigration overall is good, but some feei

immigrants have mode certain situations worse.

made
situation

better

made
situation

worse

Poll conducted June 2001.

Source: GoHup

46°/°
SO"'*'
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Pope says

prepare for prayer through

moral living
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Prepara-

tions for prayer and liturgical cel-

ebrations in the Judeo-Christian tra-

dition are not focused on special ges-

tures and dress, but on moral integ-

rity in one's personal life and in soci-

ety. Pope John Paul II said.

"To be admitted into the presence

of the divine, many religious cultures

ask for exterior ritual purity with

special ablutions, gestures and dress,"

he said Feb. 4 at his general audience.

But Psalm 15 explains that in the

Judeo-Christian tradition ritual pu-

rity implies a clean conscience and
"choices inspired by love for justice

and for one's neighbor," the pope said.

Pope John Paul said the psalm,

recited in the church's evening
prayer, echoes the calls of the proph-

ets "to join faith and life, prayer and
commitment, adoration and social

justice."

The psalm's requirements for en-

tering the Lord's presence, the pope
said, can serve as "the basis for a

personal examination of conscience
every time we prepare to confess our
sins in order to be admitted into com-
munion with the Lord in the liturgi-

cal celebration."

The Pope

Speaks

By pope
JOHN PAUL II

The first three requirements, he

said, express a general ethical choice:

to follow the path of moral integrity,

practice justice and be sincere when
speaking.

The pope said the believer is then

called to a just relationship with oth-

ers, marked by a commitment not to

slander another or harm another, to

defend those who are threatened, to

avoid those who do evil and to honor

those who fear the Lord.

The psalm also calls believers to

keep promises they have made, even

when it becomes difficult, he said.

Pope John Paul underscored the

text's condemnation of usury, "a

plague which is still an awful reality

in our day and which can strangle the

lives of many people," and of corrup-

tion in public life, also an ongoing
problem.

Letters to

the Editor

High praise for

pubiication
You are doing a wonderftil job with

The Catholic News & Herald. It is more
faith-filled than in the last 15 years I

have lived in North Carolina.

It is a breath of fresh air to read the

paper. In a part of the country where

Catholics are the minority and so often

misunderstood, it is a pleasure to pick up

your newspaper and hear it like it is

without the secular bias of a regional

newspaper.

God bless you and your staff, and

keep up the good work!

— Grace Narus
Charlotte

'Fallen angels' gets
word out

I enjoyed Kevin Murray's "No dis-

counts for fallen angels" column (Jan.

1 6). I hope more people read it. I will try

to get the word out to my Knights of

Columbus council at St. Matthew
Church.

I am ashamed that so many "Catho-

lics" support abortion and bend the

Church's rules to suit their own wants

and needs. I pray daily for the end to

abortion and pray that Congress, the

legislature and the judiciary realize that

we need an end to this horrific epidemic.

— Gene Fitzpatrick

Charlotte

Kevin Murray's "No discount for

fallen angels" column was just sensa-

tional. This anecdote should be read

at every Mass.

— Joe Massi

Charlotte

WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Herald welcomes

letters from readers. We ask that letters be

originals of 250 words or less.

To be considered for publication, each let-

ter must include the name, address and

phone number of the writer for purpose of

verification. Letters may be condensed

due to space and edited for clarity, style

and taste.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The

Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267,

Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
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A 'Faith-Filled Future'
I remember so vividly celebrating

Mass on one occasion with a fifth-grade

class at Sacred Heart School in Quincy,

Mass. Although that blessed event took

place more than 20 years ago, the expe-

rience is etched in my memory.

The theme of the celebration was

faith. In preparation for the gathering,

the little ones had crafted a beautiful

banner that they displayed proudly

behind the altar. The multicolored mo-
saic, capturing in brilliant hues in the

image of a rainbow, was accompanied

by the simple statement, "I believe in

God because of rainbows."

Time and again over the interven-

ing years, I have reflected upon the

significance of the picture and the ac-

companying message. I am convinced

that the wisdom contained therein is

worthy of every believer's consider-

ation, regardless of his or her age or

state in life.

It is essential for us to understand

and appreciate that faith is a gift from

God. Faith is neither inherited nor

earned. However, as people who are the

beneficiaries of the Lx)rd's loving pres-

ence, each of us is invited again and

again to respond to that gift by per-

forming acts of faith.

During my enviable stint as a stu-

dent at a Cathedral gramrriar and Ca-

thedral high school in Boston, I was
blessed beyond measure. Gradually, I

came to realize that the Catholic school

is primarily a faith-filled environment,

within which the participant is formed

in the vision and values of Jesus Christ.

It is a setting in which the gift of faith is

lived, exemplified, interpreted and

Guest

Column

FATHER JAMES
HAWKER

Guest Columnist

A
filled

Catholic Scliools

shared. It is a place in which the pri-

mary curriculum is the atmosphere in

which the person and message of Jesus

are proclaimed and explained so that

maturing believers might be enabled to

respond personally and communally to

the God-given gift of faith.

During my formative years, the

Sisters of St. Joseph, who staffed the

schools I attended, portrayed so pow-
erfully the virtues proclaimed in the

Gospel. They were a caring, compas-

sionate and challenging community of

women. They enabled us to cultivate

our intellects, to sharpen our skills, to

employ the values essential to matur-

ing believers.

In addition to reading, writing and

arithmetic, they taught the three Rs:

religion, respect and responsibility. By
their"exemplary witness, they called us

to be all that we could be as followers of

Jesus. In truth, each Sister was a unique

component of a rainbow-mosaic guid-

ing us to respond to the gift of faith, to

grow in faith.

As the vicar for education here in

the Diocese of Charlotte since 1995, I

have been and am impressed deeply

by the care, commitment and compe-
tency of the educational leaders on the

diocesan and local levels, by the devo-

tion and dedication of the teachers in

each of the 18 Catholic schools. It is

abundantly clear that the children

and youth who participate in these

educational environments within the

diocese are being informed and
formed, instructed and inspired each

and every day.

Good and generous parents who
entrust their children to the custody

and care of the Catholic schools are well

aware that their sons or daughters will

move today toward a faith-filled future,

even as the youngsters believe in God
because of rainbows.

Fatlier Hawker is vicar for education

andpastor ofSt. Luke Church in Mint Hill.

Two who make a difference
The name of Tom Franklin might

not ring a bell with you, but I can all but

guarantee you're famUiar with his work.

Thomas E. Franklin is senior photogra-

pher with The Record, a leading northern

New Jersey daily newspaper, and on
Sept. 11, 2001, he took the photo that

became the iconographic symbol of that

terrible day: three New York City

firefighters raising an American flag

amidst the devastation of the World
Trade Center.

For Americans ever3where, it was a

graphic reminder of this country's re-

solve in the face of tragedy. The year's

most honored single photo, it was later

reproduced on a U.S. postage stamp, and
in that way still reminds us of the deso-

late day that nonetheless united us.

More recently, the first page of the

second section of The Record each Mon-
day has featured a single large Franklin

photo and a short story, also written by
him, which focuses, as often as not, on a

man or woman doing something for the

community in an outstanding or unique

fashion.

And that's how I became acquainted

with Paul Burns, an advocate for the

homeless who was the subject of a

Franklin profile last December. What

caught my eye at first, in addition to

Franklin's arresting photo, was a line in

the story that noted Burns' reception, in

1998, of the Russ Berrie Making a Dif-

ference Award (named for a late North

Jersey toy executive and philanthropist).

As you know, The Christophers are all

about "making a difference" and encour-

aging others to do the same, and I imme-
diately wanted to find out more about

this man.

I'm glad I did. Franklin's lead para-

graph essentially tells the story: "Paul

Burns calls himself an advocate for the

homeless, the last line ofdefense for those

who live on the streets of northern New
Jersey. He brings them food and clothes,

but most of all he gives them his love.

And for those who have nothing, this is

what Burns believes they need the most."

In somewhat sparing fashion,

Franklin fills in some of the details.

Burns is an ordained Pentecostal minis-

ter, but he has no church, no parish. The
people on the streets are his congrega-

tion, and he goes to them every night in

a van. He makes sure they have what

they need: a bed in a shelter, a sleeping

bag, a pair of socks.

"I have a special calling," Burns told

Franklin. "God said, When you help the

Light One

Candle
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Guest Columnist

least ofmy people, that's when you help

me'. There's so much helplessness in

their life, prayer will allow them to sleep

tonight."

He thinks he'U be at it for a long time

to come, maybe forever, because, as he

puts it, compassion is being downsized

and merchandising has taken over for

mercy.

Still, he does what he can, and that

means the world to the people he helps.

That's what "making a difference" is all

about.

On one unforgettable day in Sep-

tember, 2001, Tom Franklin made a

difference on his own, lifting the spirit of

a wounded people. It's nice to see he's

still doing the same thing.

For afree copy ofthe Christopher News
Note, "From Fear & Anxiety to Trust &
Hope," write: The Christophers; 12 East

48th Street, New York, NT 10017; or e-

maih rmil@christopliers.oi-g.

Is war

useless?

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS Columnist

War is hell. We should strive for

peace at all costs. However, to say that

war is useless or that it accomplishes

nothing is to raise some serious questions.

Here is a story by the late Father

Vytautas Picturna, a Lithuanian priest

who was a prisoner at Dachau during

World War II, told in his own words.

The Nazi regime built concentration

camps to instill fear in people and squeeze

out their physical energy. In these camps,

over 7 million people of aU nationalities

were killed, including the 6 million Jews.

Some 3,500 priests of 14 nationalities

passed through one camp alone at

Dachau, north of Munich. Only 1,182

of u§ survived.

When we arrived at Dachau, they

shaved our heads and gave us uniforms,

which were too thin to protect against

the cold. The head of the camp screamed

at us, "Leave behind all dreams that

someday you wiU be free." Pointing to the

smokestack nearby he said, 'There is the

crematorium whose chimney wUl leave

you as smoke, you bandits."

We had to stand in the cold rain

until morning roll call. Those who feU

. down were beaten mercilessly.

In the mess haU, the beatings contin-

ued. An SS guard would yell at someone,

"Did you wipe your bowl clean?" Finding

a drop in it, he would start beating him.

Every day we were beaten. Years

went by. How we survived was a miracle.

How many times a guard would throw a

piece of bread out of a prisoner's

reach. The starving man would go after

it, and the guard would shoot him, claim-

ing the man was tr3dng to escape.

How many times the SS, returning

drunk at night, would wake us up, ex-

hausted from work, and force us out into

the cold. They would order us to fall to the

ground, then to get up. Those who re-

mained exhausted on the ground would

have cold water poured on them. Many
victims died of pneumonia.

As our hopes withered, we heard the

Americans were coming. On April 29,

1945, we ran to see the white flag raised

over our camp. It was a beautifril Sunday

morning.

The Americans drove up and all

eight SS guards came down with their

arms raised. There was an outburst of

unspeakable joy among the prisoners.

Everyone was cheering for the Americans
— our saviors. We were free at last.

In the real world, there are times

when war is a necessary evil. There is

such a thing as a war of liberation. The
only thing necessary for evil to triumph

worldwide is for good men to stand by

and do nothing.
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St. James Church serves spiritual needs

of Hamlet-area Catholics
HAMLET — In the early years of

the 20th century, visiting priests from

Southern Pines, Fayetteville and

Wilmington ministered to the few

Catholics in Richmond and Scotland

counties in their homes. In 1910, one

priest led the effort to buUd the church in

Hamlet that came to be known as St.

James Church, the parish that lies in the

southeasternmost corner of the Diocese

of Charlotte.

Father William B. Hannon traveled

north in search ofdonations for the Rich-

mond County church. He was successfial

not only in attaining frinds for construc-

tion, but he also helped acquire the

stained glass windows that still adorn

P^the present church.

Construction began, and in July

1910, Bishop Leo Haid, vicar apostolic of

North Carolina and Benedictine abbot,

dedicated the new church, placing it un-

der the patronage of St. James.

By the mid- 19 10s, the church had

already experienced its first major reno-

vation— it was moved a half-block after

the town ofHamlet decided to extend its

Main Street. The church property lay

directly in the path of the proposed ex-

tension, and thus the church building

was relocated.

Father Paul Termer became
Hamlet's first resident Catholic pastor in

1919, the same year a rectory was built

alongside the church. His pastorate

lasted for 1 2 years.

The parish grew through the years,

albeit slowly, and the need for priests in

the area became more widespread. Less

than 20 miles to the northeast ofHamlet,

Camp Mackall was established in the

town of Hoffrnan during World War II.

In addition to the regular Hamlet pa-

rishioners, priests celebrated Mass for

the servicemen, not only in St. James

Church but also in local movie houses

and a fijneral home chapel.

An increase in seating capacity and

the addition of a choir loft highlighted

remodeling work in later years. In 1967,

the Oblates of Mary Immaculate arrived

in Hamlet to begin a pastorate that ex-

tended into the 1980s.

Parish and community ministries

have been established and developed

during the past few decades, including

volunteering at the local soup kitchen

and assisting the elderly in the area.

SAINT JAMES CHURCH
1018 West Hamlet Avenue

Hamlet, N.C. 28345

(910) 582-0207

Vicariate: Albemarle

Pastor Benedictine Right Rev. Patricia

Shelton

Parochial Vicar: Benedictine Father

David Draim

Number of Households: 110

Benedictine Right Rev. Patrick Shelton

In 1983, the parish purchased a

house located behind the church and be-

gan utilizing it as a parish hall and for

religious education classes. The hall was

dedicated to Oblate Father Fred Gilbert,

who served St. James Church from 1972

until 1986. Father Gilbert played a key

role in establishing a building fijnd that

would serve the St. James Church com-

munity in the years to come.

Another expansion for the parish

came in 1985. With the help of Father

Gilbert and the hope of building a new
church, the parish purchased just over

eight acres next to Richmond County

Community College on Highway 74.

Plans became reality in November 1989,

when Bishop (later Archbishop) John F.

Donoghue of Charlotte dedicated the

newly constructed St. James Church

during the pastorate of Father Myles

Quail.

That same year, the original church

building on Main Street was sold to a

Hamlet area resident, who remodeled the

sanctuary and rectory into a restaurant.

Father William Evans assumed

the pastorate of St. James Church in

July 1997, by which year the parish

had established a Knights of Columbus

council. Altar Society, Over 50 Club

and choir, in addition to the parish and

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCath#lic"^Mi^Company
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.catholicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

unique gifts

& cards

Statues

• Books, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
Mon. thru Sat.

10 am - 6 pm

19905 west Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28

(Johnsburv Square - next to Coodwill)

St. James Church in Hamlet was dedicated by then-Bishop John F. Donoghue of

Charlotte in November 1989.

finance councils that assist the opera-

tions of the parish.

Since July 1998, Benedictine Right

Rev. Patrick Shelton has served as pas-

tor, and Benedictine Father David
Draim has served as parochial vicar.

Like so many churches throughout

the diocese today, St. James has an ever-

growing Hispanic population— the ma-

jority, of whom came fi-om Mexico. Un-

der the leadership of Father Draim,

Spanish-language Masses began in

1998 and continue to serve the more

than 150 Hispanic households regularly

attending St. James Church.

In September 2002, the parish cel-

ebrated Mexican Independence Day
with a bilingual Mass and a fiesta.

With the generous donations and

hard work of parishioners, the

church's mortgage was burned in

January 2003. In November 2003,

more than 180 people attended St.

James Church's annual fall education

fundraiser, that year titled

"Ancestral Festival" and designed to

bring together all of the parish's na-

tionalities.

Today, St. James Church is an active

parish, with 110 households and ap-

proximately 100 children attending

faith formation classes. The parish an-

nual pork and chicken barbecue, held on

Feb. 6 this year, has become a popular

event enjoyed by both parishioners and

the Richmond County community.

(Central(^Quit
Consolidate

High-interest
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Programs

LOW Interest

& interest-oniY

Programs

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)
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Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ L264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT

1200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

No Payment
until

April 20041

No
Out-of -Pocl(et

Closing Costs

I'll help you realize your hovie ownership dreams.

isS *CalI Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486
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Archbishop of Boston finds

expanded ruiing on gay
marriage 'troubling*

BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

BOSTON — Boston
Archbishop Sean P. O'Malley
said the Supreme Judicial

Court's expanded ruhng on
gay marriage is "more trou-

bling" than its initial decision.

The court's Nov. 18 deci-

sion struck down Massachu-
setts' opposite-sex-only mar-
riage laws, but the new ruling,

issued Feb. 4, declared that

same-sex couples have the
right to get married.

The 4-3 ruling, delivered

in an advisory opinion sought
by the state Senate, "clearly

demonstrates the overly activ-

ist stance of the four-judge ma-
jority," said the archbishop in a

Feb. 5 statement. He also said

the justices who issued the

opinion "seem determined to

blur the constitutional separa-

tion ofpowers and to usurp the

rightful role ofthe Legislature."

After the November rul-

ing, the state Senate was con-

sidering a bill that would have
given same-sex couples all the

"protections, benefits and obli-

gations of civil marriage" but

would have called the unions

something else. But, before vot-

ing on the measure, the Senate

asked the court if the bill

would comply with its Nov. 18

ruling. In its Feb. 4 opinion,

the court said no.

"This court's majority an-

swer-deserves a commensu-
rately strong response," added
Archbishop O'Malley.

See MARRIAGE, page 13

KEEPING OUR SCHOOLS SAFE

MACS trains stafF

to save lives
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — For
most children, a bee sting leads

to a few tears and pain for an
tiour or so. But for some, insect

sites or exposure to certain

slants and foods can lead to an
illergic reaction characterized

sy anxiety, hives, difficulty

sreathing, vomiting or worse.

For the past year, teachers

md faculty members of
VIecklenburg Area Catholic
schools (MACS) have been
rained to be first responders

^IIIII^^^^^'I^I^IIIISIKHMSIHWMSHMHMMH^^BBHI^^^^^^M

in just such a case. Each school

is required to have five trained

adults, but most have seven or
eight responders.

The first step in forming
the MACS First Responder
Team was to change state leg-

islation, allowing non-medical

personnel to treat people suf-

fering an allergic reaction.

Paula Knish, a registered

nurse for MACS and Kathie
Holder, RN, MSN and MACS
health director, worked with

See MACS, page 8

A CONVICTION TO SERVICE

Photo by Joanita M. Neilenbach

Rev. Mr. Gerard LaPointe stands outside the Carolina Department of Correction's minimum-security
facility In Waynesville. The permanent diaconate now spearheads the prison ministry for the Diocese
of Charlotte.

To be the hands of Christ
Permanent deacons fill vital roles in parishes and diocese .

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

Editor's Note: This is the

second in a series, "A Look In-

side," that explores the various

departments and ministries of
the Diocese of Charlotte.

CHARLOTTE — For al-

most 20 years, permanent dea-

cons have provided vital extra

pairs of hands for churches in

the Diocese ofCharlotte.

"The permanent diaconate

is an enabling ministry,'" said

Rev. Mr. Andrew Cilone, the

permanent deacon at Immacu-
late Conception Church in

Forest City and the Hickory
region vicar for the permanent
diaconate.

"Permanent deacons ease

the burden of the parish priest

by taking on some of the work
he can't handle," he said.

These servants of the
Catholic Church may be found

performing baptisms, mar-
riages, assisting at the altar at

Mass, serving as RCIA and
marriage preparation teachers,

serving on parish councils and
in various other parish and di-

ocesan duties. The Diocese of

Charlotte has 74 permanent
deacons in service the Catholic

Church.

Rev. Mr. Ben Wenning,
permanent deacon at St.

Gabriel Church in Charlotte, is

also the coordinator ofthe dioc-

esan permanent diaconate.

"I never looked at myself

in a leadership role for the

diaconate," he said. "How-
ever, the Holy Spirit had his

way and that is why I am
here now. I find it very re-

warding."

A deacon is an ordained

minister in the Catholic
Church and is one of the

three forms of the sacrament

ofHoly Orders, the origins of

which can be found in the

Acts of the Apostles.

Both permanent and
transitional deacons are or-

dained into the one order of
deacon. A transitional dea-

con is a man who is to be
ordained a priest and is r^
ferred to as a transitional

deacon, because he is in the

See DIACONATE, page 9
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

NOT JUST FOR THE BIRDS

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

A 2-year-old Vietnamese boy, suspected of having contracted bird flu, breathes

through a respirator at the National Pediatric Hospital in Hanoi Feb. 5. Vietnam

has seen the highest number of human deaths — 1 1 as of Feb. 5 — from one

strain of bird flu. Millions of poultry in several Asian countries have caught the

disease.

Vatican official says liuman

life, not profit, top goal of

health care
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Mod-

ern medical crises like AIDS and a new

strain of Asian bird flu challenge the

health care community to set aside the

profit motive and show new forms of

solidarity with the suffering, a top

Vatican cardinal said.

Cardinal Javier Lozano Barragan,

president of the Pontifical Council for

Health Care Workers, said patent rights

over anti-AIDS drugs, for example, may

not be legitimate in places like Afi-ica,

where millions of people face death.

"Patents (on medicines) are legiti-

mate, for reasons of scientific research

and for a just profit margin. But, like all

private property, there is a social mort-

gage on these patents," Cardinal

Lozano said at a Vatican press confer-

ence Feb. 5.

"Where human life is at stake, the

right of private property ends," he said.

Cardinal Lozano noted the annual

cost of effective AIDS medicines already

has gone down drastically, from some

$15,000 to about $,'350 per patient.

That is important progress, but it is

still too high a price for many Africans

to pay, he said.

The cardinal said governments

should work with international com-

merce officials and others to find new

solutions, so that in the worst situations

AIDS medicines can be provided free of

charge. In some African countries, he

said, the rate of AIDS infection ap-

proaches 40 percent.

Commenting on the recent emer-

gence of a deadly avian flu in Asia,

Cardinal Lozano said it was another

sign that modern globalization should

include health care strategies and not

simply economic agreements.

International cooperation and soli-

darity are needed because "microbes

and viruses know no borders," he said.

"This avian flu demonstrates once

again that we're all in the same boat,

we're all in the same world, and what

strikes in Vietnam can strike in Argen-

tina, Mexico, Italy or Poland," he said.

That's all the more .reason, he said,

that the actions of the health and drug

industry should be driven "not only by

profits, but also by the real possibility

of serving humanity."

He said the bird flu also illustrated

the need for effective global health

monitoring and, when needed, controls

on human migration — but without

eroding the natural right of people to

migrate.

The Vatican press conference high-

lighted the program for the World Day
of the Sick, celebrated in Lourdes,

France, Feb. 9-11. Various church ex-

perts addressed topics related to Euro-

pean health care and bioethics issues.

Catholic leaders say passage of

foreign aid funding a victory

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
U.S. bishops' conference and Catholic

Relief Services called the amount of

foreign aid funding included in an

omnibus appropriations bill signed

into law Jan. 23 a significant victory.

The $328 billion measure to fund

federal agencies included close to

$17.6 billion for foreign aid. Of that,

$2.4 billion was designated for pro-

grams to fight AIDS and other infec-

tious diseases, and $1 billion was tar-

geted for the Millennium Challenge

Account, a new development program

focused on helping poor countries

fight poverty.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops and Catholic Relief Services

had been pushing for higher levels of

funding than were included in appro-

priations bills approved by the

House. The final version passed by

the Senate Jan. 22 and signed by

President Bush the next day was

Diocesan.

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE — The St.

Francis of the Hills Fraternity of the Secular

Franciscan Order meets the fourth Sunday

of each month 3-5 p.m. at Immaculate

Conception Church, 208 7th Ave. West.

Visitors and inquirers are welcome. For

more information, call Helen Gillogly,

SFO, at (828) 883-964.5.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA— St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors

the Oratory ofDivine Love Prayer Group in

the parish house the second and fourth

Tuesday of each month at 1 p.m. Call

(336) 372-8846 for more information.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — A four-part series,

"Understanding Tour Late Life Choices,"

will be presented at St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd., Thursdays Feb. 5-

26, 10-11:30 a.m. Topics will include

protecting your home and assets, housing

and in-home care, Medicare/Medicaid

and long-term care. For reservations, call

B.J. Dengler at (704) 364-5431, ext. 212.

CHARLOTTE — Totty Lee of Hospice

of Charlotte will present "Children and

Grief Feb. 18, 7-9 p.m. in the St. Gabriel

Ministry Center, 3016 Providence Rd.

All are invited to learn how death im-

pacts children. Topics covered will be

how children understand death at differ-

ent ages, how children grieve, what to

say and not to say to help children and

closer to the higher amounts in the

Senate's original bill than the lower

amounts in the House version.

A statement issued by the two

church entities said the foreign aid

appropriation "marks a significant
'

victory for our development assis-

tance priorities and contains the larg-

est increase in developmental and ci-

vilian foreign aid programs in four

decades."

In a November letter to members

of Congress, Bishop John H. Ricand of

Pensacola-Tallahassee, Fla., chair-

man of the bishops' Committee on

International Policy, and Ken
Hackett, CRS president, said "meet-

ing these national commitments to

the poor in our world is not just a

matter of dollars, but one of moral

responsibility."

The appropriations bill was final-

ized nearly four months after the

start of the 2004 fiscal year.

how families can work together to heal aftei

a loss. For more information, call B..'

Dengler at (704) 704-364-5431 ext. 212.

CHARLOTTE — Learn why saving se
^

for marriage is loving, life- and soul-saving:

advice in a special presentation for parents,

pastors, counselors, teachers, youth direc-

tors and young adults. Jason Evert, Catho-

lic apologist, will present "Romajice without

Regret" at St. Vincent de Paul Church, 6828

Old Reid Rd., Feb. 19 at 7 p.m. For mor^

information, contact Diane Hoefling, St.

Vincent de Paul Respect Life coordinator/

Catholic Schools pro-life volunteer at (704)

541-3760 or email @ rhoef541@aol.com.

HUNTERSVILLE — The Life Teen
program of St. Mark Church, 1474C

Stumptown Rd., will sponsor a free semi-

nar, "Let's Talk Money" Feb. 22 at 8 p.m.

The seminar will address what pareni

and teens need to know about financial

stewardship, including establishing

good credit, avoiding financial pitfall?

and financial independence. For more in-

formation, contact Debra Lemmon a

(704) 948-1306.

CHARLOTTE — All women are invited t(

join Women in the Word for weekly gather-

ings for prayer, reflection on Sunday Scrip

ture, music and sharing experiences o

Christ in daily life. The group meets eacl

Thursday, 9:45-11:45 a.m. in the famii;

room of St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Provi

dence Rd. For details, call Linda Flynn a

(704) 366-9889. For childcare reserva

tions, call Jurga Petrikene at 704) 907

0205.

CHARLOTTE — The Charismatic Praye

Group of St. Matthew Church will host

Prayer Service for the Sick at St. Matthe\'

Chapel, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy
the third Monday of each month at 7:;i
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican sends draft

of minicatechism

to cardinals for review
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Vatican has completed a draft of a ISO-

page minicatechism and is sending the

text to cardinals and bishops' confer-

ences for review, a Vatican source said.

Pope John Paul II commissioned
the shorter, simpler version of the 865-

page "Catechism of the Catholic
Church" last year, and a 10-member
commission has been working on the

text since March.

Over the next few months, the com-
mission will consider the input of cardi-

nals and bishops' conferences, and a

final draft is expected later this year.

The minicatechism outlines
church teachings in four parts, under
the headings of profession of faith, sac-

raments, commandments and prayer,

the source said.

p.m. For more information, contact Barbara
Gardner at chlt5nc@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE — The 50+ Club of St. John
Neumann Church, 8451 Idlewild Rd.,
meets the second Wednesday of each month
at 1 1 a.m. with a program and lunch in the
parish center. For more information, call

Lucille Kroboth at (704) 537-2189.

CHARLOTTE — The Ladies Ancient Order
of Hibernians Division 1 Mecklenburg
County-St. Brigid, an Irish-Catholic social

and charitable inter-parish group, meets
the third Monday of each month at 7:30
p.m. at St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Provi-
dence Rd. Anyone interested in their Irish-

Catholic roots, call Jeanmarie Schuler at

(704) 554-0720 for more information.

CHARLOTTE — Thank God It's Friday
(TGIF), a weekly support group for sepa-
rated and divorced women, meets every
Wednesday, 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the New
Life Center building, room 114, of St. Mat-
thew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Pkwy., in-

cluding a potluck dinner. Divorced men are
invited every third Wednesday of the
month. TGIF is a healing ministry spon-
sored by Catholic Social Services, Charlotte
Regional Office and St. Matthew Church.
For details, call Karen Wepasnick at (704)
541-1891 after 3 p.m.

5REENSB0R0 VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — St. Pius X Church,
2210 N. Elm St., will host a Lenten reflec-

tion series, "The Purpose-Driven Life,"
Wednesday evenings, 6:30-8 p.m. Feb. 18
md March 3-April 7. This series is based
an Rick Warren's book, which is a journey
to answer life's most important question:
"What on earth am I here for?" To register,

:all the parish office at (336) 272-4681.

GREENSBORO — Theology on Tap will
ineet Tuesdays in February. Speakers in-
clude Sister Antonette Schmidt, Abbot
Placid Solari, Bishop William Curlin and
rerry Aiken of Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in High Point. Theology on Tap
Tieets at "Anton's" on Battleground Ave. 7
i.m. Contact greensborotot@yahoo.com for
Tiore information.

3UILF0RD COUNTY— The Ancient Dr-
ier <f Hibernians Guilford County Division,
:he oldest and largest order of Irish Catho-
ic men, is looking for more Irish Catholic
nen to join them for meetings, educational
Seminars and social events. Contact
Wichael Slane at (336) 665-9264 for time
'id location.

The pope asked for the
minicatechism at the suggestion of sev-

eral bishops. One of them. Cardinal
Christoph Schonborn of Vienna, Aus-
tria, who helped write the longer cat-

echism more than a decade ago, said the

current volume of more than 2,800 ar-

ticles of church teaching was too pon-
derous for many Catholics.

In constituting the commission last

year, the pope said there seemed to be a

widespread desire for "a brief compen-
dium containing all the flindamental ele-

ments of Catholic faith and morals, for-

mulated in a simple and clear manner."

The pope said the new, shorter text

would "faithfully mirror" the "Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church" and
would be "an authoritative, sure and
complete synthesis."

.

HICKORY VICARIATE

NEWTON — The Little Flowers Catholic

Girls' Group is for all Catholic girls ages
five and up. The group meets the fourth
Monday of each month at St. Joseph
Church, 720 West 13th St., at 4 p.m. in

the Holy Family Hall. For more details,

call Debbie Vickers at (828) 495-2039.

HICKORY — A Grief Support Group
meets the second and fourth Wednesday
of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the parlor of
St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second St. NE.
For more information, call the church of-

fice at (828) 327-2341.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

CANTON — Immaculate Conception
Church, 42 Newfound Rd., will conduct
one-hour sessions each Thursday
through Feb. 26 on "The Precepts of the

Catholic Church." Sessions will start at

noon — bring your lunch; drinks will be
provided. Discussions are open to any-
one who wants to know more about
church teachings or to review what you
learned many years ago. For more infor-

mation, call Dot and Chuck Luce at (828)
648-7369.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — Learn Natural
Family Planning taught by the Couple to

Couple League. This four-part series

will meet Sundays at 1:30 p.m., Feb. 15-

March 7, at St. Leo the Great Church,
335 Springdale Ave. For registration
and information, call Stephanie and
Todd Brown at (336) 765-2909.

MT. AIRY — Holy Angels Church,
1208 N. Main St., offers Eu^haristic Ado-
ration every Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m.,

and every Thursday, 10-11 a.m. Adora-
tion concludes with Benediction.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing
Companions is a grief support group for

the bereaved that meets the first and
third Thursdays of the month in confer-
ence room B at St. Leo the Great Church,
335 Springdale Ave. For further details,

call Joanne Parcel at (336) 924-9478.

Is your parish or school having an event?

Please submit notices for the Diocesan Plan-

ner at least 1 5 days prior to the event date

in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to (704)

370-3382.

Vatican yearbook reflects

appointments, statistics from 2003
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In

addition to naming 30 new cardinals

in 2003, Pope John Paul II named
175 new bishops around the world
and created 19 new dioceses.

The new titles, names, addresses

and local statistics are listed in the

Vatican's 2004 yearbook, the
Annuario Pontificio.

Cardinal Angelo Sodano, Vatican
secretary of state, and personnel from
the Vatican's Central Office of Church
Statistics presented the first copy of
the 2004 volume to Pope John Paul
Feb. 3.

The book, which runs more than

2,000 pages, usually goes on gale in

late February.

The names of the world's cardi-

nals and bishops in the new volume
reflect the situation as of Dec. 31,

2003, while the statistics on the num-
ber of Catholics, priests, religious,

seminarians and parishes refer to

data solicited Dec. 31, 2002, from ev-

ery diocese in the world.

According to the Vatican, at the

end of 2002 there were more than
1.07 billion Catholics in the world, an
increase of 1 1 million over the previ-

ous year.

Out of a world population of more
than 6.2 billion people, it said. Catho-
lics account for 17.2 percent.

The Vatican said 50 percent of
the world's Catholics live in the
Americas; 26.1 percent are in Europe;
12.8 percent are in Africa; 10.3 per-

cent live in Asia; and 0.8 percent live

in Oceania.

Comparing the number of Catho-
lics to the general population in each

region, the Vatican said Catholics
make up 62.4 percent of the popula-
tion in the Americas, 40.5 percent of
the European population, 26.8 per-

cent of the population in Oceania,
16.5 percent of the African population
and 3 percent of the Asian population.

At the end of 2002, there were
405,058 Catholics priests in the
world, only nine fewer than at the end
of 2001, the Vatican said.

The number of diocesan priests

rose from 266,448 in 2001 to 267,334
in 2002, while the number of priests in

religious orders declined from 138,619
in 2001 to 137,724 in 2002.

The Vatican also reported there

were 4,695 Catholic bishops, 30,097
permanent deacons, 54,828 religious

brothers and 782,932 religious
women at the end of 2002.

The Vatican reported the number
of major seminarians rose from
112,244 in 2001 to 112,982 in 2002.

In the Americas, seminary enrollment
increased by 1.4 percent.

Together in faith

CNS PHOTO BY Gregory A. Shemitz, Long Isla.no Catholic

Missionary Sisters of St. Benedict pray at St. Agnes Cathedral in Rockvllle Centre,

N.Y., on World Day for Consecrated Life Feb. 8. The observance celebrates the way
of life chosen by religious priests, sisters and brothers working In parishes, schools,

hospitals, shelters and other areas.

Corrections
Father Joseph Kelleher, who served Immaculate Conception Church in Hendersonville, was
unintentionally not included in the Jan. 23 Parish Profile of the church. We apologize for the

oversight.

Principal Virginia Hutton of Asheville Catholic School was misidentified in Feb. 6 photo caption. The
correct individual was artist Norma Bradley.
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Knights contribute cardiac care
Council donates emergency equipment to parish

BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

MAGGIE VALLEY — The pa-

rishioner went as white as the prover-

bial sheet and keeled over. Was it a

fainting spell or sudden cardiac death?

An emergency medical crew arrived

\\ithin a few minutes and the person

went home from the hospital the same

day. It was one of several such incidents

in the past few years, and parishioners at

St. Margaret Church wondered if there

was some way to help an unconscious

person before an ambulance arrives.

Turns out that there is.

The church's Father William M.

Murphy Council of the Knights of Co-

lumbus has donated $2,600 worth of

emergency equipment — a Powerheart

AED (automated external defibrillator)

and an oxygen and suction kit.

"If we'd had this (during the fainting

spell), I'd have made a beeline for it," said

Jasay Ketchum, the council's deputy

grand knight. "It could be anybody

(who would need it). As a service organi-

zation of the church, we just decided to

do it."

The knights hold fundraising

events such as parish suppers through-

out the year and are setting aside 40

percent of the proceeds to pay for the

equipment. So, in effect, parishioners are

helping to pay for equipment that might

save their lives one day.

"If someone has an abnormal heart

rhythm, if you can use this in the first

couple of minutes, they have a much

better chance of survival; this is better

than CPR," said Dr. David Peterson, a

cardiologist and St. Margaret parishio-

ner.

The AED is used, he said, when a

Photo by Ioanita M. Nellenbach

Cardiologist Dr. David Peterson (second from left) points out features of the

Powerfieart AED to fellow parishioners Nicl< D'Anna (left), Joan Mulligan and dentist

Dr. Joe Yurko.

person collapses, is unresponsive, has no

pulse and is not breathing.

Sudden cardiac death (SCD), also

known as sudden cardiac arrest, can

happen to anyone. A February 2002

article from the Centers for Disease Con-

trol stated that in North Carolina in

1999, of the 19,299 people who died of

cardiac disease, 117 were SCD-related

for ages 0-34; 2,459 for ages 35-64; and

9,189 for those 65 and older.

"Coronary artery disease is the No.

1 killer of both men and women in this

country; 40 percent of all deaths of men

and women in this country are caused

by cardiovascular disease," Peterson

said. "That's why you'll be finding these

AEDs. Some airlines have them."

Peterson explained the AED's fea-

tures at a briefing in the church hall, but

anyone, with or without medical train-

ing, can use the equipment.

The bright yellow AED weighs

about 10 pounds. Open the lid and an

automated vofce instructs, "Place elec-

trodes on patient's bare chest."

A picture inside the lid shows where

the two electrodes should go: one on the

right upper chest, the other on the left

lower chest. The electrodes should not be

placed over a pacemaker, but most pace-

makers are in the upper left chest, away,

from the electrodes.

Even with those electrodes in place,

the patient won't get the shock if he or

she doesn't need it. The manufacturer

says on its Web site that the AED "auto-

matically monitors the patient's cardiac

rhythm and determines if the pa,tient

requires a defibrillation shock. ... The

noncommitted feature will not allow

shock delivery if the rhythm changes to

nonshockable."

If defibrillation is indicated, the

AED leads the rescuer, step by step,

through the procedure.

The unit is powered by 8

nonrechargeable battery that lasts aboul

five years, tests itself daily and sounds

an alarm if it needs to be replaced.

"When you have groups of peopk

together, at some point you're going tc

need it," Peterson said. "It's your bes-

chance of survival."

"I think it's an excellent idea that w(

have it," said parishioner Joan Mulligan

who attended the briefing. "All churchei

should have it. These things save lives

and sometimes you only have a fev

minutes to do that."

Contact Correspondent Joanita IVi

Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 a

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

Join our Oratorian Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHER|

As priests and lay men, our community lives without

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more about serving God witli us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratory

P O Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

"^Cath#licCompany
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.catholiccompanY.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

Unique gifts

& cards

Statues

• Bool<s, rosaries,

medals
• Artworl<

CALL 704-655-9090
Mon. tliru Sat.

10 am - 6 pm

19905 west Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28

(Johnsburv Square - next to Goodwill)

advertisement

DEPART JULY 4. OR JULY 25. 2004

Canadian Rocl^ies Tour

Offers 'Cool' Vacation
Join other Catholic newspaper readers for the most

"heavenly" sightseeing in the most pristine and

beautiful countryside in North America.

There's more than just the Canadian Rockies on this popular Your Man Tours

vacation. You'll spend a week in the Canadian Rockies and another week across the

border in the American Northwest. First fly into Sioux Falls, South Dakota for a scenic

three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta. In route you'll visit Fargo and Bismarck, North

Dakota; then north to Saskatchewan where you'll visit the Royal Canadian Mounted

Police Academy. Your time in the Canadian Rockies will include daily sightseeing.

Highlights include Lake Louise; Banff Nat'l. Park; Hoodoos; Bow Falls and Cascade

Gardens; a SnoCoach ride over the Columbia Ice Fields; Canmore, Alberta; KananaskiS:

Country; & Waterton Lakes National Park and more!

Back in the U.S. you'll visit Helena and Billings Montana; Custer's battlefield at the

Little Big Hom; Black Hills National Forest; Wild Bill Hickock and Calamity Jane's

Deadwood; Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial; legendary Badlands

National Park; and more! We include round trip airfare, motor-coach transportation, 13i

night's hotel accommodations; we'll meet you upon arrival, handle your luggage, and take!

you on some of the most beautiful sightseeing with unsurpassed scenery in North

America. Prices start at only $1648 per person, double occupy, including taxes and

airfare from Charlotte or Greensboro. Space is limited . $50 deposits are now due.

For a brochure, information, and reservations call 7 days a weel<:

TOUR MM' TOURS 1-800-736-7300
Providing Carefree Vacations Since 1967!
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Making strides, one foot at a time
MACS students kick off shoe drive to help needy families

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
fIDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Catholic stu-

dents are joining forces to bring soles

to souls.

The eight Mecklenburg Area
Catholic Schools (MACS) kicked off

their "Shoe of Hope" collection drives

Feb. 2. Samaritan's Feet is sponsor-

ing the drives in the Catholic schools

in celebration of Black History Month
this month.

"We are very excited for the op-
portunity to help needy families

through this shoe collection drive,"

said Linda Cherry, superintendent of
diocesan Catholic schools.

"We often encourage our students

to become involved in community
service, and through Samaritan's
Feet 'Shoe of Hope' collection drive,

our students will not only participate

by giving, but many of them will ben-
efit from the experience of leading and
organizing the shoe drive at their re-

spective schools," she said.

Samaritan's Feet barrels have been
set up in the MACS schools to receive

donated shoes through Feb. 25.

"We are very excited about our
partnership with the Mecklenburg
Area Catholic School system and
their willingness to help us put shoes
on the feet of impoverished people,"

Students at St. Ann School sort shoes
"Shoe of Hope" collection drive.

said Emmanuel Ohonme, founder
and president of Samaritan's Feet.

"Together, we can change lives right

here in Charlotte as well as around
the world."

Samaritan's Feet is a Charlotte-
based humanitarian and interfaith

Photo by Mike Ford

donated to the school's Samaritan's Feet

evangelical organization dedicated to

providing shoes for the feet of impov-
erished families in the United States

and the world.

"Many children around the world
lack the basic necessities and conve-
niences we take for granted as part of
growing up," said Ohonme. "Some-
thing as simple as a pair of shoes to us

is a gift that will speak volumes to

them and possibly change their lives

forever."

Ohonme, a Nigerian native, con-
ceived the idea for Samaritan's Feet
more than four years ago. His life was
changed when, at the age of nine, he
received his first pair of shoes from a

"Good Samaritan" from Wisconsin
who visited Ohonme's hometown of

Lagos. Ohonme went on to partici-

pate in sports and eventually earned
a full sports scholarship to attend the

University of North Dakota.

In November and December
2003, Samaritan's Feet shoe drives in

Charlotte and Concord collected sev-

eral hundred pairs of shoes that were

The Catholic News & Herald 5

sent to benefit needy families in

Guyuna, South America and the
Ukraine.

When the shoes reach the fami-

lies, the missionaries wash the feet of
the recipients, just as Jesus did with
his disciples, and then pray with
them.

"Our mission is to progressively
touch the lives of people with a mes-
sage of hope, while meeting their

physical needs," said Ohonme.
"Partnering with organizations like

MACS will help us to accomplish that

mission."

At St. Ann School in Charlotte,

the two barrels filled up the first week
and "they're almost full again," said

Sister Helene Nagle, a Sister of St.

Joseph and school principal. "And the

shoes coming in are nice."

"Students are crawling around
their closets for shoes to donate, and
adults are bringing in shoes," she
said. "There are as many adult pairs

as there are children's."

When Ohonme visited St. Ann
School to tell the students about
Samaritan's Feet, he found that most
students owned six to seven pairs of
shoes, said Sister Nagle.

"There are thousands of children

in Africa who have never owned
shoes, and many adults who don't

have them," she said. "That impacted
the students."

In correlation with the shoe col-

lection drives in Charlotte and Black
History Month, a Harambee Mass
was celebrated at Our Lady of the
Assumption Church in Charlotte
Feb. 5, with Msgr. Mauricio W.
West, diocesan vicar general and
chancellor, as celebrant. Ohonme and
students from Our Lady of the As-
sumption School and Holy Trinity
Catholic Middle School in Charlotte

attended the Mass.

In April, the Diocese of Charlotte

will support the Samaritan's Mile run
to begin at Memorial Stadium in

Charlotte Easter Saturday, April 10.

WANTTO DONATE?

New or gently used shoes, sneakers

or tennis shoes can be donated
in Samaritan's Feet barrels available

in all MACS schools until

Feb. 25. For more information, call

(704) 370-3361.

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne
New York • Ohio • Pennsylvania • Georgia • Minnesota

We live in Community and take vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. Daily
prayer and our apostolate of caring for incurable cancer patients are integral
parts of our offering to God. All care is free. Many who enter our Community
have no prior nursing experience.

For more information, contact:

Sr. Teresa Marie, O.P., Vocation Director

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne, 600 Linda Avenue, Hawthorne, NY 10532

(914) 769-4794 or 769-01 14

e-mail: SrTeresaM@aol.com
Visit our WEB site - www.hawthorne-dominicans.org

Name
State Zip.

[Address .

City. Home Telephone
( C-NC

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-3336

Biggest Lowest
Selection \^ Prices

Driverswanted

"Nothing CouldBe Finer" Members ofSt. Gabriel

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas
for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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fo'"onar 'Hearts for the Corrununity'
service Parishioners raise fellowship, funds for others

Annual award named after

St. Gabriel parishioner

CHARLOTTE — Genevieve

Keller was honored for making a differ-

ence.

Keller, an active parishioner at St.

Gabriel Church, was named the 2003

recipient of the Mary Catherine

Kearney Volunteer Emeritus Award by

Crisis Assistance Ministry.

"Genevieve has single-handedly

kept the file room at Crisis Assistance

Ministry in tiptop shape for the past 12

years, and was responsible for recruit-

ing many Crisis Assistance Ministry

volunteers from St. Gabriel Church,"

said Melissa Raphael, congregation li-

aison for Crisis Assistance Ministry.

Established in 1975, Crisis Assis-

tance Ministry is a nonprofit agency

that provides eviction prevention, basic

household necessities and counseling to

individuals and families in

Mecklenburg County. Its mission is to

provide assistance and advocacy for

people in financial crisis, helping them

move toward self-sufficiency.

"Her indomitable spirit, devotion to

St. Gabriel and love of Crisis Assistance

Ministry kept her coming every week

until physical ailments prohibited her

from making the trip uptown," said

Raphael.

Keller, president of the St. Gabriel

Women's Club, has taught Bible class

for 14 years and is a past member of the

parish Altar Society, the Church Mice

and the Parish Evaluation Commission.

Crisis Assistance Ministry named

the annual award for Mary Catherine

Kearney after her death to honor volun-

teers for exemplary service and ex-

traordinary commitment during their

years as active volunteers.

Kearney, a St. Gabriel Church pa-

rishioner, volunteered at Crisis Assis-

tance Ministry every week for 25 years.

The agency estimates Kearney helped

prevent home eviction and utility dis-

connection for more than 3,600 families.

"Mary Catherine Kearney was a

great person," said Caroline Love

Myers, past director and founder of

Crisis Assistance Ministry. "Clients re-

sponded to her beautifully. She had a

real feeling for the people she cared for."

An active member of many parish

ministries, Kearney attended daily

Mass at St. Gabriel Church and was

treasurer of the St. Vincent de Paul

Association for 15 years.

"These two women donated their

time and passion for those less fortu-

nate in uncountable ways," said

Raphael. "Their devotion to God, their

church and humankind is a testament

to their basic goodness and to the many

lives they have touched."

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

More information about Crisis Assis-

tance Ministry is available online at

www.crisisassistance.org.

GREENSBORO — More than

260 parishioners of St. Paul the

Apostle Church in Greensboro at-

tended the "Hearts for the Commu-
nity" dinner and auction at a local

restaurant Feb. 7.

The fellowship event helped raise

$25,000, with all proceeds going to

area community agencies that were

already receiving funds through

regular parish budget allocations. Pa-

rishioners wanted to increase the par-

ish donations due to concerns the

economy was resulting in fewer fi-

nancial donations to these agencies.

"A group of parishioners came to-

gether to accept the challenge and

they in turn sought out other parish-

ioners to help them attain their spe-

cific part of the challenge," said Joan

Lauterbach, co-chairperson of the

Hearts of the Community event.

"I am delighted at the tremen-

dous response to this endeavor," said

Oblate Father Tom Murphy, pastor

of St. Paul the Apostle Church. "It

enables St. Paul the Apostle to con-

tinue to be an active participant in the

life of our civic community."

"In doing this, we live the Gospel

imperative to give to others and also

experience the Gospel reality of what

an individual receives when he or she

gives of themselves to others," he said.

Donated auction items included

time at vacation homes; jewelry; art-

work; professional services of accoun-

tants and financial planners; swim-

ming lessons; a catered meal by a

local chef; and an airplane flight over

Greensboro.
"... Two hundred sixty-five pa-

rishioners came together to fulfill the

mission statement of the event, which

was 'to raise money for the needy of

the community and to build commu-
nity within the parish,'" said

Lauterbach. "Everyone said that

Hearts for the Community was St.

Paul's (Church) at its best."

C
Cc

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Mattheiv Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Courtesy Photi

Oblate Father Tom Murphy, pastor of St. Paul the Apostle Church In Greensboro

chats with parishioners during the parish "Hearts for the Community" dinner anc

auction Feb. 7.

A Southern Catholic Tradition Since 1876

Belmont Abbey College

North Carolina ,

Some InterestingJacts About The Abbey

Founded_by^enedictine inonks and.the only Catliolic

college in the region
J

Over 40 undergraduate majors, minds and areas of—

concentration

' Average class size: 17 students
i ;

' Numerous Inlemship, Study Abroad and Service OpporturSties J :

Vibrant Campus Ministry Program T
'

650-acre campus on National Register of Historic Places

Clubs, Greek Life. NCAA Di\ ision II Athletics

',pnly 10 miles froin Charlotte

Join the Tradition

To Schedule a Visit, Call 1.888.BAC.0110

www.belmontabbeycollege.edu
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A shepherd ofthe children

Bishop Jugis visits

St. Gabriel School

CHARLOTTE — Bishop Peter J.

Jugis paid a special visit to St. Gabriel

School Jan. 14.

The St. Gabriel Faith Advisory
Committee sponsored the bishop's visit,

which brought a spirit of celebration to

the school in anticipation of Catholic

Schools Week.
Gathering in the cafeteria, students

and faculty welcomed the bishop with

songs and tokens of admiration, includ-

ing a St. Gabriel School rain jacket, a

pottery platter painted by the students,

various school logo items, cards made by
students and a book written by second-

graders.

After the reception, Bishop Jugis

toured the school and visited each class-

room.

"The coolest thing about it was that

he came to our class and let every one of

us shake his hand and introduce our-

selves. We met him one by one," said

fourth-grader Sydney Oakley.

"How often does one get to meet a

bishop personally, much less shake his

hand and be called by name?" asked

Mary Jo Reding, a fourth-grade teacher.

Reding's religion class was work-
ing on a Second Commandment
project during the bishop's visit.

Bishop Jugis joined in the project,

which required students to learn the

meaning of their names and write it

on a "Called by Name" poster in the

classroom.

"He was nice and friendly and spiri-

tual. I think he will be a good bishop,"

said fourth-grader Brian Doyle.

Fourth-grader Laura Rudnicki was
most impressed when the bishop learned

the meaning of his name — Peter: the

rock — and listed it on the classroom's

poster.

"When he was about to leave, he
blessed us," said fourth-grader Alyssa

Theysohn. "I hope he comes again soon."

Courtesy Photo

Bishop Peter J. Jugis stands with students during his visit to St. Gabriel School In

Charlotte Jan. 14.

Where do you want your child?
... in a safe, happy environment for learning

and formation of virtue and character ...

Centered on Christ

Focused on Excellence

We offer grades K-5 in a curriculum within the Catholic intellectual
and spiritual tradition, emphasizing the Church's teaching authority.
It consists of an ordered series of courses in religion, phonics-based
reading, grammar, literature, mathematics, social studies, and
science. Effective up-to-date materials are used in this college
preparatory program.

WE WELCOME ALL FAMILIES WHO WANT THE BEST
FOR THEIR CHILDREN AT A VERY AFFORDABLE COST
Call us for a private tour today! 704-841-2292

Blessed Sacrament Academy
2024 Sam Newell Road, Matthews, NC 28105-4529

(Behind Windsor Square Shopping Center)

A private academy, independent of Ctiarlotte diocesan schools

PRESENTTHISAD FOR
$100 OFF

REGISTRATION FEE

Open House to meet

parents and teachers

Fri., Feb. 20,

10am— 2pm

HISTORIC JOURNEY

Courtesy Photo

Students at Our Lady of Grace School In Greensboro perform a colonial-era dance
during the school's Colonial Fair Jan. 23.

Catholic school students

experience colonial life

GREENSBORO — Students at

Our Lady of Grace School in Greens-
boro recently went colonial.

Fourth- and fifth-graders, attired in

period costumes, participated in a Colo-

nial Fair Jan. 23, during which the stu-

dents explored life during colonial times

in the United States.

Volunteers from Greensboro's
Tannenbaum Historic Park, which
highlights life in North Carolina before,

during and after the Revolutionary
War's Battle of Guilford Courthouse,

acted as tour guides on the students'

journey into the past.

Harold Gunn, the park's programs

coordinator, led the students in games
including "Fox and Hound" and "Blind

Man's Bluff" Other park volunteers led

the students in a colonial-era dance and
helped them weave through a "human
loom."

Parents worked with the students

pounding flower petals on muslin to

produce dyed material that was then

filled with potpourri. They also made
their own "cup and ball'' colonial toy,

and competed to see who had the best

aim.

A highlight of the afternoon was a

snack of cornbread, gingersnaps and
mulled cider, and students tasted the

butter they had made the day before.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

Wc Build Frieudsliip'i WV//? Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll inter\uew and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened. a r Ar\ Ar\Ar\
704-549-4010

VUititi^ Angels.^^
E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@\/isitingAngels.com
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Photo by Karen A. Evans

Ted Morgan, a fifth-grade teacher at St. Gabriel School in Charlotte, demonstrates

the administration of the EpiPen on second-grader Grace O'Brien.

Staff saving lives

MACS, from page 1

North Carolina Rep. Martha Alexander

to enact legislation HB 1508,

"Bioterrorism Preparedness," which

reads: "Establish standards and criteria

for the education and credentialing of

persons trained to administer ILfesaving

treatment to a person who suffers a se-

vere adverse reaction to agents that

might cause anaphylaxis."

Knish is motivated by her five chil-

dren, all of whom have severe allergies.

Although the Knish family is well pre-

pared for emergencies, she realized that

many families and staff members would

be unprepared for an allergic crisis.

"For example, what if a child with

no known allergies stumbled into a yel-

low jacket nest and develops hives and

respiratory distress?" she said. "The

MACS program trains staff to become

competent and confident in just such

a situation."

La (BeCCa Sposa
the beautiful bride

Couture 'Wedding gowns * Bridesmaids* 'Ffower Cjids * 1" Communion

1 30 Matthews Station
Charlotte, NC

phone :704. 847. 2255
www.labellasposa.net

A New England Journal ofMedicine,

study said 10 of 13 fatal or near-fatal

anaphylactic reactions in children oc-

curred outside of the home.

Knish read an article citing the in-

crease in the number ofpeople who were

subject to severe allergic reactions and

she recognized the need for a change in

the way Catholic schools were equipped

to handle incidents of such reactions.

"There are two groups of people,"

said Knish. 'Those who know they have

allergies and know the response proto-

col, and everyone else."

That "everyone else" group is the

concern for the medical community. Ac-

cording to Tlie Merck Manual , ifa person

is not treated for an allergic reaction

within a few minutes, they cango into

anaphylactic shock, a severe and some-

times fatal reaction to a specific antigen,

such as wasp venom or penicillin, after a

previous reaction.

MACS First Responders are

trained to react to such an emergency in

the absence of the school nurse. They

learn to recognize the causes and s3TTip-

toms of allergic reactions and respond

accordingly. Responders attend a "re-

fi-esher class" each year to keep their

training current.

The first step in treatment is the

administration of epinephrine with an

EpiPen, an auto-injector that adminis-

ters epinephrine, the definitive emer-

gency treatment for severe allergic reac-

tions. Immediate treatment is critical, as

children progress very quickly to a life-

threatening situation, due to their small

airways and small fluid volume.

After administering the EpiPen, re-

sponders then enlist other people, if avail-

able, to assist them by calling 911, notify-

ing the student's parents and monitoring

the child's breathing and pulse.

Once a responder is trained and cre-

dentialed by the North Carolina Medical

Care Commission to administer epi-

nephrine, they can treat anyone, any-

where, in the absence of qualified medical
'

personnel, said Knish.

Knish said there hasn't been an inci-

dence of an allergic reaction since the

protocol was instituted. Still, her goal is

to train more people.

The program was developed in con-

sultation with pediatricians, allergists,

pulmonologists, emergency room physi-

cians and the North Carolina Depart-

ment of Emergency Medical Services

and the North Carolina Office of Public

Health. The program follows guidelines

from the American Academy of Pediat-

rics (AAP), and Knish confers with indi-

vidual physicians at the AAP to ensure

that the program conforms to the latest

standards of practice.

The MACS protocol is currently be-

ing expanded to include training in the

use of Automated External Defibrillators

at Charlotte Catholic High School.

The program has been nominated

for a national award, the Asthma
Awareness Day on Capitol Hill, made by

the Allergy and Asthma Network Moth-

ers of Asthmatics (AANMA).

Join Us for Family Honor's 2nd National Conference

Sexuality^ Marriage
and Fariiilv in the

Third Millennimn
July 23 & 24, 2004 • Atlanta, Georgia

Be a part-of this inspiring event, as we look at

Pope John Paul IPs theology of the body firom the

perspective of the family. Speakers include:

The Most Reverend

Victor Galeone,

Bishop of St. Augustine

Mary Beth Bonacci,

Real Love

Rev. Richard Hogan,

NFP World Outreach

Deal Hudson,

CRISIS magazine

David Morrison,

Courage Online

Kathleen Raviele, M.D.

Christopher West

Early registration discounts throu^ March 1.

CaU Family Honor toU fi-ee: 1-877-208-1353

Visit our website for more inf0: www.familyhonor.org
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Deacons fill vital church roles

DIACONATE, from page 1

process of transition to priesthood. Men
who are ordained deacons and remain in

that state for the rest of their lives are

permanent deacons.

The diaconate flourished during the

second and third centuries, but soon be-

gan to dechne due to the growing ten-

sion between the Presbyteria and the

diaconate, the various monasteries tak-

ing over some of the deacons' charitable

responsibilities and other factors.

By the seventh century, deacons in

the western church became a transitional

step toward priesthood and the role of the

deacon became primarily liturgical.

In 1964, the Second Vatican Coun-
jcil decreed that the diaconate could be

restored as a permanent and separate

rank in the Latin rite and that married

men could be ordained to this rank. Pope
Paul VI restored the permanent
diaconate in 1967.

The ordained deacon's call to service

allows him to function as a minister of the

Word (in preaching, catechetical instruc-

tion, retreat ministry and counseling); to

be a visible reminder of the link between

liturgy and the church's service to others

in Jesus' name; and to serve the parish in

those areas in which he is most adept.

A longjourney

Men who aspire to be deacons in the

Diocese of Charlotte share many things,

but perhaps none is more important than

patience. In this diocese, candidates for

the diaconate go through approximately

six-and-a-half years of diaconate training.

'The church is always open to those

who feel the Lord has given them a calling

to ordained life," said Rev. Mr. Wenning.
"The process needs to start with their

pastor and discerning the call."

The application process is extensive,

involving interviewing, collection of

data, credentials and recommendations.

After the apphcation process is complete,

candidates for the permanent diaconate

enter aspirancy, the initial step in the

diaconate process.

Elements of aspirancy include un-

derstanding and appreciation of the

diaconate vocation; prayer and forma-

tion in Liturgy of the Hours, the official

liturgical prayers sanctifying the part of

each day; spiritual direction; introduc-

tion to the history, spirituality and min-
istry of the deacon; and introduction to

the pastoral ministries of the diocesan

church. For about six months, aspirants

prayerfully reflect on their call to the

ministry. The academic phase of the

training begins soon after for those who
are selected to continue.

Minimum requirements for aspir-

ants include being a Catholic for at least

five years, "over (age) 35 and under 60,"

and, Rev. Mr. Wenning added with a

laugh, "tolerance for lots of study."

Once ordained, permanent deacons

may perform many of the sacramental

ministries of the church except consecra-

tion of the Eucharist, anointing of the

sick and reconciliation.

The permanent deacon is the only

ordained man allowed to be married.

However, if a deacon's wife passes away,

he is not allowed to remarry. If a man is

single, he is not allowed to marry after

ordination. Of the 13,000 deacons in the

United States, more than 85 percent are

married and have families.

A liberatingministry

In July 2003, the permanent deacons

ofthe diocese expanded their duties consid-

erably by taking over the prison ministry

program flill time. Along with parishes

throughout the diocese, deacons visit pris-

ons on a regular basis to offer communion
services, Bible studies and counseling to

the residents of32 ofthe 80 prisons located

within the diocese's borders.

Each Monday at 6 p.m., a loud-

speaker at the North Carolina Depart-

ment of Correction's minimum-security

facility in Waynesville announces that

inmates are welcome to attend the

Catholic service in a small white budd-
ing that serves as the facility's chapel.

After Rev. Mr. Gerard LaPointe
gives communion to the Catholic in-

mates, non-Catholics join them in a

discussion based on the previous
Sunday's Scriptures.

Rev. Mr. LaPointe gets to spend

only an hour a week, but that hour is

always fdled with lively discussion.

"They ask a lot of questions, and
they listen very intently," he said.

Rev. Mr. LaPointe started his prison

ministry about six months ago. He used

to drive Augustinian Father Terry
Hyland, formerly the priest in residence

at St. Margaret Church, to the prison

but would wait outside, because he

didn't have permission from prison offi-

cials to visit inmates. That started him
thinking about getting involved in

prison ministry himself

Rev. Mr. Cilone said the inmates'

sincere desire for change is what makes
prison ministry so attractive to him.

These are "men who, once they are in

prison, start leaning towards religion

and spirituality. They start reading the

Bible," he continued.

Rev. Mr. Cilone said the prison min-
istry is not designed to convert prisoners

to Catholicism, but rather to help them
develop their spiritual lives and 'let it

take them wherever it takes them."

As a permanent deacon, "you have

the opportunity to put faith into action

in spite of individual failings or infideli-

ties of the past," Rev. Mr. Wenning
said. "For you are a reminder of

Christ's love, grace and healing to all

whom you serve."

Correspondent Joanita M. Nellenbach

contributed to this story.

TJie permanent diaconate is one of 36
ministriesJunded by contributiofis to t/ie Di-

ocesan Support Appeal.

Mary's Garden
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There is Hope in Prayer.
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Healing ^
Chaplet

i|
This blessed healing

sacramental is perfect
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St. Joseph. Symbolic of

St. Joseph's piety, this

brilliant Chaplet features

amethyst-colored, "crystal

cut" glass beads with a
beautiful St. Joseph medal
honoring the Comforter

of the Afflicted.

In appreciation for

your gift of $12 or more
in support of Norbertine

ministries, we will send

the St. Joseph Healing

Chaplet to you,

complete with

prayer instructions

Please check

request box
for Chaplet.

Thank you and Cod bless!

If you or someone close to you is in need of spiritual,

ennotional or physical healing, prayer can bring com-
fort. Seek the aid of St. joseph, Comforter of the

Afflicted, and find solace in the Norbertine Fathers'

devotions for Health and Healing.

Send your special intentions for Health and Healing
and the Norbertine Fathers will remember your prayer

needs for 30 days in daily Mass, beginning with a The National Shrine of St. Joseph

Concelebrated Mass on the feast of St. Joseph, March 19. ^^'"^ Norbert Abbey
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Two historical boolts paint

dim pictures
REVIEWED BY PATRICK J. HAYES

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Steps from the site of the World

Trade Center is New York City's old-

est Catholic parish, St. Peter's. The
mother church of New York counts

three parishioners who have had

causes for their canonization made.

Among these is Pierre Toussaint ,who

was born a slave in Haiti in 1766 and

died a free man in New York in 1807.

His body now lies under the altar at

St. Patrick's Cathedral.

Toussaint is the subject of a new

biography by Arthur Jones, an edi-

tor-at-large of the National Catholic

Reporter. Apart from the formal bio-

graphical materials assembled for his

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: FEB. 22, 2004

"Pierre Toussaint: A Biography," by

Arthur Jones. Doubleday (New

York, 2003). 342 pp., $24.95.

"The Habit: A History of the Cloth-

ing of Catholic Nuns," by Elizabeth

Kuhns. Doubleday (New York,

2003). 228 pp., $23.95.

cause before the Congregation for

Saints' Causes, it is the only book

about Toussaint in the last 20 years.

One would think, then, that this

work is to be welcomed, but its

muddled style and inclusion of

frankly banal stories from
Toussaint's life makes the book both

a difficult and tiresome read. The first

third of the book is a highly specula-

tive account of the Haiti of

Toussaint's boyhood and hardly

mentions him at all. Jones concen-

trates more on the family who
"owned" the young man than on

Toussaint himself. When he does

emerge in the narrative, we get super-

ficial details.

Jones may be too enamored of an

earlier account of Toussaint, an 1854

memoir by Hannah F.S. Lee, who
gushed over his virtues. Two hun-

dred pages into this biography, I

wondered if I learned anything about

the substance of Toussaint's life.

While this is not a scholarly book,

Jones makes some effort at reading

over important documentation on

Toussaint, principally several hun-

dred surviving letters, though there

is no citation or much cogent

analysis. The remaining few chapters

at last showed glimmers of promise.

These focus on Toussaint's New York

years, which included tragic familial

and personal losses, as well as his

own Herculean philanthropic endeav-

ors, such as support for the first order

of black nuns in America, the Oblate

Sisters of Providence.

Meanwhile, it is sad to report

that "The Habit: A History of the

Clothing of Catholic Nuns," by

Elizabeth Kuhns, is similarly a nar-

rative that limps. She writes that the

book is "a journalist's summary of an

extremely complicated and far-

reaching topic." With the possible

exception of the first two chapters, I

think the author has taken on more

than she can handle.

Contrary to the title, this history

rarely talks about their habits or

goes into much depth about the

meanings and origins of their ap-

parel. In fact, there is so much extra-

neous clutter— from the story of the

Greek chilton (hardly the progenitor

of the nun's habit) to early male mo-
nastic rules to medieval knights to

Cromwell's 17th-century campaign

to subdue Catholic Ireland — that

when we do find the author discuss-

ing the habit it is as if we are sud-

denly emerging from a fog. Add to

this several tendentious historical

details or outright inaccuracies, and

the volume makes for a strange por-

trait of a highly variegated way of

living the Christian calling.

As with the Jones volume, there

are some redemptive qualities to

Kuhns' work. First and foremost are

22 pages of photographs depicting

the garb of several religious orders of

women, including a contemporary

snapshot of Franciscan School Sister

Clare Korte of the biology depart-

ment at St. Mary's University in

Minnesota, She dons a lab coat. We
also get some sense of the habit's

symbolic transformation in the years

leading up to and following the Sec-

ond Vatican Council.

I cannot give either of these books

unqualified endorsement. So it may
be a rather unorthodox suggestion

for a reviewer to ask the reader di-

rectly to consider taking the money
that would have been used to pur-

chase these items and, in the spirit of

Pierre Toussaint himself, make a do-

nation to the national Retirement

Fund for Religious.

More information is available on the

Web site of the National Religious Re-

tirement Office, http://www.usccb.org/

nrro/index.htm.

Hayes teaches theology at Quincy

University in Illinois.

Feb. 22, Seventh Sunda-j

in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23

Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13

2) 1 Corinthians 15:45-49

3) Gospel: Luke 6:27-38

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Starting Ash Wednesday (Feb. 25),

liturgical purple will shroud worship

spaces around the world as we Chris-

tians begin our Lenten journey toward

Easter once again. Yes, the major peni-

tential season of the church year awaits

us. Lent provides a time to ponder how

we have missed the mark in our lives,

but perhaps more important, it is a time

to focus on the generosity of God's for-

giveness and to compare our own at-

tempts to forgive in the light of God's

grace.

"Forgiveness," after all, is a common
word in the English language. We know

what it means— or do we? In Webster's

New College Dictionary I went search-

ing for "forgiveness," which means "to

cease to feel resentment against an of-

fender or to give up claim to requital for

an insult."

In other words, for the d3aiamic of

forgiveness to work, we have to let go of

the pain in our hearts and quit carrying

rage and anger that continually gnaw at

the center of our being.

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus chal-

lenges his disciples and us with his radi-

cal teaching of love and forgiveness. Thf

good news, according to Jesus, is we dc:

not have to do this sometimes incrediblj

difficult task of forgiving alone. Goc

gives us the ultimate example of kind-

ness, mercy and forgiveness in Jesu5

while at the same time Jesus himsel:

reflects the amazing truths about Goc

that assure us we are never alone in oui

struggles.

In fact, this God we experience as

Father, Son and Holy Spirit— this Goc

who created the universe yet knows eacl

of us intimately — does not hold <

grudge and does not want to zap us int(

oblivion for our sins. Jesus assures u;

that if we can return good for evil, if w(

can forgo being overly critical and con

demning, if we can stop clinging to thi

pain of past injustices, if we can place al

the baggage of our lives in his hands, wi

can know the peace of being forgivei

and the certainty that God is truly wit)

us.

The Lenten purple unfolds agaii

this week, the sign of a penitential sea

son. "Forgive, and you wfll be forgiver

Give, and gifts wUl be given to you,

good measure, packed together, shakei

down and overflowing." Jesus, the har

binger of joy, continually reminds u

that it's aU about grace.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 1 5 - FEBRUARY 21

Sunday (Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Jeremiah 17:5-8, 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20, Luke 6:1'

20-26; IWonday, James 1:1-11, Mark 8:11-13; Tuesday (Seven Founders of the Servile Order

James 1:12-1 8, Mark 8:14-21
;
Wednesday, James 1 :1 9-27, Mark 8:22-26; Thursday, James 2:1 •

Mark 8:27-33; Friday, James 2:14-24, Mark8:34—9:1; Saturday (St. Peter Damian), James 3:1-1

1

Mark 9:2-13

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 22 - FEBRUARY 28

Sunday (Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time), 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23, 1 Corinthiar

15:45-49, Luke 6:27-38; Monday (St. Polycarp), James 3:13-18, Mark 9:14-29; Tuesday, Jam<

4:1-10, Mark 9:30-37; Wednesday (Ash Wednesday), Joel 2:12-18, 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2, Me

thew 6:1-6, 16-18; Thursday (Thursday After Ash Wednesday), Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Lul

9:22-25; Friday (Friday After Ash Wednesday), Isaiah 58:1-9, Matthew 9:14-15; Saturday (Satu

day After Ash Wednesday), Isaiah 58:9-14, Luke 5:27-32

More than 50 years of summer fun

and growth in the Blue Ridge Mountains
with outstanding Christian staff!

Please callfor a brochure and free video

or visit our Web sites.

Merri-Mac for Girls

Timberlake for Boys

1123 Montreat Road

Black Mountain, NC 28711
828-669-8766

www.merri-mac.com
www.camptimberlake.comfor girt

i
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Interest in, controversy over 'Passion'

movie continue to grow
BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — As Mel
Gibson's movie "The Passion of the

Christ" nears its Feb. 25 release date,

interest in the film grows, as well as the

controversy surrounding it.

An unidentified source close to

Gibson told The New York Times Feb. 4

that Gibson would pull the line "His

blood be on us and on our children" from

the final version of the movie. The line

fi-om Matthew's Gospel, also known as

the "blood libel," has been used for centu-

ries to legitimize violence against Jews.

The line had not been in a version of

'The Passion of the Christ" screened in

Washington in November, but it was
inserted into a version shown Jan. 21 in

Winter Park, Fla.

Inclusion of the line made the Jan.

21 screened version "worse than the

first" version he had seen last August in

Houston, said Rabbi A. James Rudin,

senior interreligious adviser for the

American Jewish Committee, in a Jan.

30 commentary published by Religion

News Service.

Holy Names Sister Mary C. Boys,

one of four Catholic scholars who re-

viewed a draft copy of the film script last

year, told a Seattle University audience

Feb. 1 that the scholars had never said

Mel Gibson directs actor Jim Caviezel as J

the Christ."

Gibson or the film was anti-Semitic.

"We said the film could be used to

promote anti-Semitism," Sister Boys
said. "That distinction seems to have

eluded them (critics of the scholars)."

Gibson has long insisted that nei-

ther he nor his movie is anti-Semitic.

CNS PHOTO FROM Icon Distribution

esus during filming of "The Passion of
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In their statement last June, the

scholars said, "In this era, when ancient

Christian anti-Semitic motives are be-

ing circulated widely because of inter-

national conflict, any Christian pro-

ducer of a dramatic presentation of the

death of Jesus has a considerable moral
responsibility."

Sister Boys said that large numbers
of Christians persist in believing in the

error that the Jews bear responsibility

for Jesus' death despite statements to the

contrary fi-om many Christian denomi-
nations.

The Catholic Church's Second
Vatican Council documerit on interreli-

gious relations, "Nostra Aetate," de-

clared, "Even though Jewish authorities

and those who followed their lead

pressed for the death of Christ, neither

all Jews indiscriminately at that time,

nor Jews today, can be charged with the

crimes committed during his passion."

At the same time, she added, Jewish

people lack an understanding of how
deeply intertwined the stories of the Pas-

sion are in Christian identity.

"Jews and Christians talk past each

other on a topic that has been a source of

bitter division for centuries, led to vio-

lence against Jews and compromised the

integrity of Christian proclamation of

the Gospel," Sister Boys said.

Archbishop WiUiam J. Levada ofSan
Francisco, in a column in the Jan. 30 issue

of CatlwlK San Franasco, the archdiocesan

newspaper, said that when he was the

invited guest speaker at the local Anti-

Defamation League's monthly luncheon

"my Jewish dialogue partners expres.sed

emotions of nervousness about any esca-

lation of anti-Semitism as a result of this

movie. They fijrther placed before me a

challenge: 'Archbishop, what are you go-

ing to do about this?'"

He said, "We ought to work to-

gether to ease the tensions that many feel

over the prospect of 'The Passion.' We
ought to do what we can to make sure

that this movie does not contribute to

anti-Semitic feelings, much less anti-

Semitic actions."

Noting he had only seen a preview

trailer for the film, Archbishop Levada

said, "When I go to see it (the film), I

hope it will be a spiritual experience. At
the same time, I will try to see it through

the eyes of my Jewish brothers and sis-

ters as well. I hope that if they go to see

the movie, they may try to see it through

Christian eyes as well.

"And I hope that they will know
that there are Christians committed to

stand in solidarity with them against

any resurgence of anti-Semitism in our

own country or abroad."

Despite uncertainties over the

movie's content and interpretation,

many have rushed to embrace it.

The number of advance group tick-

ets being ordered is said to be the biggest

in the relatively short history of advance

purchase of movie tickets. The Catholic

League for Religious and Civil Rights, a

supporter of Gibson and the movie,

bought 1,200 tickets at $9.75 each and

sold all ofthem at $5 each to its members.

Two members of a Texas Baptist

church bought out an entire 20-screen

movie theater to permit 6,000 people

to see the movie after it opens.

Charles Robert Carner, a Catholic

who directed the made-for-TV movie
"Judas," which airs March 9 on ABC,
told Catholic News Service he had been

to a screening and called it "the best life

of Christ' movie I've seen."

Contributing to this story was Stephen

Kent in Seattle.
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All dressed up at Our

Lady of Mercy School

V9

Photo by Susan deGuzman

Kindergarteners "disguised" as penguins and their teacher Debby Heaton and

assistant Dianne Daniel during Catholic Schools Week in January at Our Lady of

Mercy School in Winston-Salem.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVERS: CAREGiving is a Joy! Join

us in making a difference in the lives of the

elderly. Non-medical companionship & home

care. Flexible, part-time, day, evening &
weekend hours available, Car needed. Home
"Instead Senior Care. Call 704.344..9739

PASTORAL ADMINISTRATOR: The
Diocese ofRaleigh, North Carolina is seeking

candidates for the position ofpastoral admin-

istrator. This leadership position requires

experience in pastoral services, worship and

administration. Bi-lingual skills and pastoral

experience in North Carolina are desirable.

College degree. Master's degree or equiva-

lent is preferred. Background check is re-

quired. Send resume to Sister Marie Therese

Bugge, OSU, 2 120 Rhonda Road,

Hillsborough, NC 27278.

PRINCIPAL: St. Anthony ofPadua Catholic

grade school located in Southern Pines, NC,

is now accepting curriculum vitae for the po-

sition ofprincipal. The school's curriculum is

faithful to the Magesterium of the Church.

Applicants must have a Master's degree and

be state certified in education. Salary will be

commensurate with experience. Since the

school is expanding, an applicant should be a

visionary and have fund-raising capabilities.

Curriculum vitae will be received through 3/

31/04. The Very Reverend Jeffrey Ingham,

V.F., St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church,

175 E. Connecticut Avenue, Southern Pines,

NC 28387.
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OFFICE SPACE: Crown Point Office Build-
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Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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'Troubling' marriage ruling

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Archbishop Sean R O'Malley addresses a rally of 3,000 people to defend traditional

marriage Feb. 8 outside the Massachusetts Statehouse in Boston.

MARRIAGE, from page 1

He noted legislators "must reclaim

their appropriate place in debating and

enacting laws that address so fiindamen-

tal a societal buUding block" as marriage,

which "has been, is and always will be a

union between a man and a woman."

The Boston archbishop urged Catho-

lics and all those who value the "tradi-

tional, positive and forthright under-

standing of marriage" to take action

against the ruling by contacting their

state senators and representatives to

point out their concern and urge them to

SOUTHEAST #

RALLY

presented by
i / Good News Ministries

SAVE $5!

REGISTER NOW

SATURDAY, MARCH 13 CHARLOTTE BOBCATS TRAINING CENTER
9 am - 6 pm (doors open at 8 am) FORT MILL, SC (1-77 Exit 88)

MAKE THIS YOUR LENTEN RETREAT! RECONCILIATION WILL BE AVAILABLE.

Faith
- a cimllenge to Catholics to reneiv and

deepen their relationship with the Lord

RALPH MARTIN
Ralph is the founding President of Renewal Ministries, a

Catholic mission organization, and hosts a popular weekly
television series. The Choices We Face. Ralph is also the

founding editor of New Ccruenant magazine and author of

several books. He presently leads The Word of God, an
ecumenical Christian community in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Intercession
- a call to united prayer as our most important spiritual weapon

availablefor renewing tlwface of the earth

SR. ANN SHIELDS, SGL
Sr. Ann is the superior of the Servants of God's Love in

Lansing, Michigan, and is a regular co-host on the

television program. The Choices We Face. She also hosts a

radio program. Foodfor the Journey. She is the author of

several books, including Fire in My Heart, and is a frequent

conference speaker.

Repentance
- an exhortation to turn awayfrom
sin to a Christ-centered, Spirit-filled life

FR. MICHAEL SCANLAN, TOR
Fr. Michael is the Chancellor and former President of

Franciscan University' of Steubenville, Ohio, and was
ordained in 1964. In 1990, he was awarded the Cross Pro

Ecclesia et Pontifice by Pope John II. He has authored several

books including his autobiography. Let the Fire Fall.

Evangelism
- an invitation to spread the Good News

of salvation and the gift ofauthentic Catholicism

PETER HERBECK
Peter is Director of Missions at Renewal Ministries and has
served numerous retreats, conferences, rallies, and events

around the world. Much of his work has been devoted to

helping equip Catholics for mirustry through training in

the exercise of spiritual gifts.

IFIliRllESt
„ A CATHOLIC ALUANCE OF

FAITH, INTERCESSION. REPENTANCE, AND EVANGELISM

Further Information 704-521-9949

Email: carolinaevents2@aol.com

Online Registration: www.fireministry.org/charlotte

MOST REV. PETER J. JUGIS, JCD
"Come to experience with me an occasion of grace and
deepen your commitment to Christ, his Gospel, and the

Church. This wUl be a moving demonstration of faitli aswe
respond to the call by Pope John Paul II for a new
evangelization."

— Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis, Bishop of Charlotte

MOST REV. ROBERT J. BAKER, STD
HOMILIST
"My hope and prayer is that all who attend the FIRE Rally

will experience a deeper conversion, a greater desire for

reconciliation, and a willingness to be more fully involved

in the new evangelization to which our Holy Father has

called us,"

— Most Reverend Robert J, Baker, Bishop of Charleston

WILLIAM G. CURLIN, DD, BISHOP EMERITUS OF CHARLOTTE
"The Fire Rally is needed more today than ever when tlie teachings of the

Church are under attack,"

DYNAMIC, INSPIRED MUSIC BY HEARTS OF FIRE
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REGISTRATION FORM

Name(s)

Address
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State

Rally Tickets:

Adult: @ $20 = $
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Number of disability seats needed:
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Visa/MC accepted only by phone M-F (704) 527-7616

support an amendment to the .state con-

stitution defining marriage as an institu-

tion for a man and woman only.

The ruling, which takes effect this

May, notes a bill that would sanction

civil unions, such as the one Vermont
now has, "maintains; an unconstitutional,

inferior and discriminatory status for

same-sex couples,"

In 2000, a Vermont law established

same-sex civil unions as the legal

equivalent of marriage after the Ver-

mont Supreme Court ruled it was a

violation ofthe state constitution to deny

same-sex couples the benefits that mar-

ried couples have.

Opponents of the Massachusetts

ruling have started lobbying for the

Marriage Affirmation and Protection

Amendment, but even if this amend-
ment is approved by the Legislature it

won't appear on the ballot until 2006.

An initial vote by lawmakers on a

marriage amendment was scheduled for

Feb. 11. In Massachusetts, the amend-
ment approval process requires two con-

secutive votes by lawmakers to approve

it before it would be placed on the ballot

to be voted on by residents.

Under the expanded ruling, the

state wUl be required to issue marriage

licenses to qualified same-sex couples be-

ginning May 16.

Bishop Paul S. Loverde of Arlington,

Va., said in a Feb. 5 statement that he

supports a bill currently before the U.S.

House of Representatives that calls for a

constitutional amendment defining mar-
riage as a union between a man and a

woman.
"I have supported that effort since

its birth and I call on fellow Catholics

and persons ofgood will to speak to their

legislators, make their voices known on
this critical debate, and defend the sanc-

tity and dignity of marriage lest it be

redefined by court rulings."

Among other opponents of the Mas-
sachusetts court ruling was Jay Sekulow,

chief counsel for the American Center for

Law and Justice, who called the decision

"disappointing but not surprising."

Sekulow said the ramifications wUl

"have reverberations throughout the

country" and wUl not only put the issue

of same-sex marriage "back on the radar

screen of the American public" but wUl

also be "certain to create additional con-

stitutional questions about marriage —
questions that will ultimately end up at

the U.S. Supreme Court."

Mon-l-ri 9:30arn-5:30piii

Sat. 9:,^0am-3:00pin

Carolina
,

,

Catholic
Bookshoppe

t Special Cards

t Religious Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) 3.34-3313

4410-F Monrt)C Road, Charlotte, NC
www.carolinacatholicbooks.com

We welcome mail orders and special orders!
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Perspectives A collection of columns,

editorials and viewpoints

Such shock and surprise

Super Bowl
debacle stems

from society

I am not sure why so many people

have expressed shock, surprise and disbe-

lief at the display of the "performers" dur-

ing the halftime show of the recent Super

Bowl. Put into the much larger context of

today's society, this display is nothing

that should have elicited scandal.

Our society is one in which the

human body and the gift of our sexuality

is demeaned and mocked in almost every

form of entertainment. Be it movies, radio

or television, sexual display and innuendo

are the normal routines. The constant

degrading ofwomen by men and even by

women themselves has taken on phenom-

enal proportions. Men also allow them-

selves to be similarly degraded.

Ours is a society that has taken the

beautifiil act of sexual self-giving rightly

reserved to married spouses and de-

graded it to an opportunity to use an-

other person as an instrument for the

satisfaction of one's desires.

Pope Paul VI predicted just this

situation in his 1968 encyclical,

"Humanae Vitae":

"Responsible men can become more

deeply convinced of the truth of the doc-

trine laid down by the Church on this

issue if they reflect on the consequences

of methods and plans for artificial birth

control.

"Let them first consider how easUy

this course of action could open wide the

way for marital infidelity and a general

lowering of moral standards. Not much
experience is needed to be fully aware of

human weakness and to understand

that human beings — and especially the

young, who are so exposed to tempta-

tion— need incentives to keep the moral

law, and it is an evil thing to make it

easy for them to break that law.

"Another effect that gives cause for

alarm is that a man who grows accus-

tomed to the use of contraceptive meth-

ods may forget the reverence due to a

woman, and, disregarding her physical

and emotional equilibrium, reduce her to

being a mere instrument for the satisfac-

tion of his own desires, no longer consid-

ering her as his partner whom he should

surround with care and affection." (n.l7)

Pope Paul VI predicted the use of

contraceptives would result in the "gen-

eral lowering of moral standards" as

women become objectified through the

contraceptive mentality. Treated as an

object, they would lose the dignity and

beauty they possess by virtue of being

made by God in His image and likeness.

The "general lowering of moral

standards" has also resulted in men be-

ing treated as objects. Thus, our society

Guest
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is dealing with widespread sexual abuse.

In addition, since the contraceptive men-

tality places the emphasis on sexual ful-

fillment and excludes the openness to

children, we now have as a result an

average of 4',000 unborn children being

destroyed daQy through abortion.

In the words of the U.S. Supreme

Court: "(Couples) for two decades of eco-

nomic and social developments, have or-

ganized intimate relationships and

made choices that define their views of

themselves and their places in society, in

reliance on the availability of abortion in

the event that contraception should fail."

(Planned Parenthood of Southeastern

Pennsylvania et al v. Casey, Governor of

Pennsylvania, et al)

The teaching of "Humanae Vitae" is

definitive and unchangeable: any action

which either before, at the moment of, or

after the conjugal act, is specifically in-

tended to prevent procreation, is intrin-

sically evil (n. 14). The use of contracep-

tives for the specific intent of preventing

procreation is morally indefensible by

anyone at anytime, and is very much at

the heart of the continual downward
spiral of morality in our country.

When I hear of the outrage so many
had at the disgusting displays during

the Super Bowl, I must ask: Are the

parents allowing their children to listen

to the music performed by these "art-

ists"? Are the children watching the mu-
sic video channels that promote the "art-

ists"? Are the parents assisting their chil-

dren in choosing clothing that is mod-

est? Are the parents teaching their chil-

dren the truths of the Catholic faith?

There are over 61.5 million Catho-

lics in the United States, which is about

28 percent of the total population. What
would happen if every Catholic knew
and followed the faith as taught by

Christ through his Church?

I suggest a major transformation of

our society. The time has come to call on

all Catholics to learn and practice their

faith with the fervor of the earliest Chris-

tians. In the face of the opposition of the

world, this may seem like a daunting

task, but in the words of St. John Bosco:

'The power of evil exists and lives on the

cowardice of the timid and the good."

Let us courageously hold fast to the

teachings of Jesus Christ and allow him

to work through us in the reclaiming of

our society.

Father Roux is parochial vicar ofSt.

Mark Church in Huntersville.

Pope says faith shown by sick,

suffering is precious gift

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — The example

of Catholics who, despite sickness and

suffering, continue to express faith in the

saving power of Christ is a precious gift

for the church. Pope John Paul II said.

Marking the Feb. 11 celebration of

the World Day of the Sick, the pope said:

"Human existence is always a gift of

God, even when it is marked by physical

suffering of any kind. It is a gift which

the church and the world must value."

The Catholic Church's main cel-

ebration of the day was being held at the

Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes in

France, which was connected by satellite

with Pope John Paul for his weekly gen-

eral audience from the Vatican.

In his audience talk. Pope John Paul

said that from a human point of view

"suffering and sickness can appear to be

absurd realities."

But, he said, when suffering is seen

in the light of the Gospel, "one is able to

gather its deep salvific meaning."

The Gospel message is that Christ

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

suffers for and with all people, taking

!

their pain and making it part of the path
:

to salvation and new life, the pope said, i

"Those who suffer must never be left I

alone," the pope said, and he thanked i

family members, medical professionals

and chaplains who dedicate their lives to

caring for the sick.

"It is a great act of love to take care

of one who suffers," he said.

The pope prayed that Our Lady of

Lourdes would watch over all who are

sick, who are old or who are left alone.

"Soothe their suffering, dry their

tears and obtain for each one ofthem the

strength needed to accomplish God's

wlU," the pope prayed.

Write love in

the ashes
WhUe reflecting on the beautiful and

challenging readings of Ash Wednes-

day, there is a verse not in those readings

yet keeps coming to mind: "I have come

to bring fire to the earth." (Lk. 12:49)

Why is this verse popping up on Ash

Wednesday, when penance, repentance

and fasting should be priorities? I don't

know. I have learned not to discard

thoughts that become stronger as soon

as I try to get rid of them.

"I have come to bring fire to the

earth, and how I wish it were blazing

already." St. Luke reminds us that we
are commissioned to carry the torch.

Each one of us is duty-bound to make

the love of God burn brightly in the

world. I like what our schoolchildren

often sing: "This little light of mine, I'm

gonna let it shine!" Have you tried to

imprison light or to make it disappear?

Probably you did not succeed.

The marching order of every be-

liever is to make the light shine and if

your Ash Wednesday 2004 does not

measure up with all the rules and regu-

lations, as long as you let your light

shine, you have accomplished your task.

Jesus did not recruit the apostles,

disciples and us for his "secret service."

He, instead, goes on with some startling

statements that may shake our weak

faith: "Do you suppose that I am here to

bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but

rather division ... the father divided

against the son, son against father,

mother against daughter, daughter

against mother, mother-in-law against

daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law

against mother-in-law." (Lk. 12:5 1-53).

I will say it is not difficult at all to

bring division between the in-laws; the

Guest
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opposite is true! The statement ofJesus is

perplexing to many Christians, therefore

we simply gloss over. Does Jesus want to

break up families? The answer is a re-

sounding "no."

When Jesus speaks about divisions

among family, he tells us in a povverful

way to keep our priorities in order. God
should be the first priority, even if wel

may shake our relationship with our

loved ones.

Another idea of peace is acceptance

of the status quo, unwillingness to

change and enjoyment of a false securitj'

in money, career and pleasure. Jesus is

not going to bring this kind of peace! S

let's welcome war, which shakes our s(

curity and makes us aware that we al

ashes powerful enough to ignite fire o

earth by our way of living and loving.

A revolutionary way of living an

loving can be the following: "Mend 3

quarrel, search out a forgotten friend,

dismiss suspicion and replace it with

trust, write a love letter, keep a promise,

forego a grudge, forgive an enemy,

apologize if you were wrong, express

your gratitude."

Write love on the ashes and you wil'

be surprised not only by the experience

of light, but the experience of a power-

house called love. Let us not forget love L<

freely given and freely received. Jesuf

was so trustworthy ofyou and me to th(

point of not forcing love on us, but invit-

ing us to love, knowing that we wouk

accept the invitation.
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Our best selves

I love the New York City tabloids.

They're a colorful mix ofnews and enter-

tainment. Maybe you shouldn't take- ev-

erything they print too seriously, but

they are hard to put down. I particularly

enjoy the "Letters to the Editor." Here's

where you find the unvarnished opin-

ions of the man and woman in the street.

A recent spate of letters recently caught

my attention.

Bam is the city in Iran devastated

by a horrific earthquake at the end of

December. Iranian officials and interna-

tional aid groups estimate 30,000-

50,000 men, women and children per-

ished. In the aftermath of this incredible

loss of life, the United States did some-

thing it does very often. We put aside

long-standing political differences with

the government of Iran and jumped into

the situation with millions of dollars of

humanitarian assistance. Some of the

first planeloads of help t^ arrive were

from the United States of America.

To read many of the letters to the

editor in those papers I mentioned, you'd

think we'd committed a crime. After all,

the letter writers say, these people are

our sworn enemies. After seizing our

embassy in 1979, they held dozens of

American hostages for over a year.

Today's Iranian government still shows

few signs of relenting in its call for the

destruction ofthe United States— called

"the great Satan" by the Ayatollah

Light One

Candle
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LISANTE

Guest Columnist

Khomeini, their leader at the time of the

hostage crisis. So, the letter writers ask,

what are we doing helping a nation bent

on our undoing?

Their finstration is neither hard to

understand nor anything new. For all of

our history, Americans have played to win.

And that includes our dealings with other

nations, even when it means war. But we
also have an unusual habit of working to

heal the wounds of conflict once it's over.

I mentioned this to my father when
he was leaving for a business trip to

Japan in the 1980s. How, I, wondered,

does he deal with folks he fought so

vigorously back in the 1940s during

World War II? His response is some-

thing I've heard echoed by many veter-

ans. "Well, Jim, it's one of life's great

truths that some ofour best fi'iends come
from those who were once our enemies."

While that may be true, I think it

takes a great people to make the first

move toward reconciliation. That is, I'd

suggest, being our very best selves.

So the same people who defeated

Japan and Germany helped those na-

tions rebuild economically and politi-

cally. This spirit is carrying us forward

in our dealings with the people of Viet-

nam. And that reconciliation was, in

some ways, the toughest of all. It's one

thing to extend the hand of friendship to

those we've defeated. It's quite another to

swallow our national pride and re-estab-

lish relations with those who brought us

to our most significant military failure.

But in victory and defeat, we have

done what the world finds amazing.

Have we done this in part for our own
economic and political welfare? Of
course. But we have also done it to ac-

knowledge that we know we are truly

part of the same human family.

That's what's happening now in

Iran. We still have differences with the

government of Iran. And since Iran is a

theocracy, a government built around a

particular religious perspective, our plu-

ralism is, no doubt, hard for them to

fathom. But thousands upon thousands

of their people are homeless and badly

hurt, and when people suffer, there is

only need— and the willingness ofthose

who can respond to do so.

jSo I must disagree with those letter-

writers. I think that we as Americans

can be proud when we care— not only

for friends, but even more significantly,

when we reach out help to those who
aren't. Whether as a nation, or as indi-

viduals, when we love those who don't

necessarily love us back, we show our
very best selves.

The veneration of relics
Q. What are relics? How are they

obtained? And who determines what is

done with them?

At times, even after they are buried,

barts of the bodies of saints are sent to

other locations to be kept or honored. In

the pastfew years an apparent relic (leg

bone, it was said) of St. Therese of
Lisieux traveled to several cities in the

United States, including a city near my
home.

Surely bodies are not made to be in

separate parts. Can you enlighten us?

'Iowa)

A. The veneration of relics is one of

liose areas of Christian belief and prac-

:ice which in themselves can be solidly

bunded theologically and spiritually,

experience proves, however, that this

levotion has an almost built-in tempta-

ion for misunderstanding and abuse.

Veneration of the bodies of martyrs
ind other saints goes back to the begin-

ling of Christianity. Sometimes the

jlood ofmartyrs was collected on a cloth

:o be kept by the communfty as a re-

Tiinder of that person's fidelity and cour-

ige in professing faith in Christ.

By the 800s and 900s, problems
)egan to surface. Possession of relics of

«rtain saints became a source of pres-

ige for monasteries and churches. When
>t. Thomas Aquinas died in 1274, for

;xample, in the Cistercian monastery of
ossa Nuova, it is reported that the

nonks there decapitated his body to be
ure of keeping his remains away from

the Dominican friars, of which Thomas
was a member.

The tug of war between Cistercians

and Dominicans for his body continued

for decades after his death.

Buying and selling, even stealing,

bodies or parts of bodies of saints was
common. Transferring relics gradually

turned into an international business. To
this day. Catholic law explicitly forbids

"alienation" or permanent transfer of

major relics from one place to another

without the pope's permission (Canon
1 190).

It is not surprising then that this

bizarre dealing with bodies of saints

should be reflected in popular piety of

the Middle Ages and beyond. Venera-

tion of relics gave rise to afl manner of

feasts, shrines and pilgrimages.

Possession of relics even became a

sign of affluence and power. In 1393, at a

royal feast, French King Charles VI dis-

tributed to guests ribs of his venerated

ancestor St. Louis.

Some opposition to these practices

was always heard, but even popes even-

tually became nearly powerless to do
anything about them. Mishandling of

relics, and their sale, eventually became
one of the abuses in the church attacked

by leaders of the Protestant Reforma-

tion.

In 1563 the Council ofTrent offered

three reasons for venerating the bodies

of the saints. They were, and are, mem-
bers of the body of Christ; they were
temples of the Holy Spirit; and they are

Question

Comer
FATHER JOHN

DiETZEN
CNS Columnist

destined to be raised and glorified by the

Spirit (Session XXV).
These motives are still valid, but

experience understandably causes the

church to be careful lest this less central

aspect of Catholic devotion again grow
out of proportion.

Apart from the canon mentioned
above and conditions for placing relics in

altars, veneration of relics is not even

mentioned in the present Code of Canon
Law. This may be* due as much to the

decline in enthusiasm for this sort of

devotion as to any other reason.

Current norms for indulgences do
not include any prayers or actions relat-

ing to relics of the saints. Honoring such

relics can be a way of praising the good-

ness of God and seeking our own
growth in holiness. It is necessary, and

not always easy, to preserve that focus.

A free brochure in English or Spanish

answering questions Catholics ask about

baptism practices and sponsors is available .

by sending a stamped, selfaddressed envelope

to FatlierJohn Dietzen, Box 325, Peoria, IL
61651.

Questions may be sent to Father Dietzen

at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

Howtiie laity

givesupportto

priests

The Human

Side

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS COLUMNI.ST

A la3mian asked me how the laity

can help priests.

"Keep your faith," would be my first

response. Studies on the priesthood re-

port one of the greatest sources of

strength for priests is the laity's faith.

It may come from a dying layperson

at peace with God; a family that was hit

hard but doesn't despair; or an elderly

person who is selfless.

No two things inspire priests more
than celebrating Mass and seeing Christ

lived in the daily lives of laity they serve.

The next thing is Mother Teresa's

admonition: "Do not wait for leaders, do

it alone and person to person."

As a young priest, I experienced the

work of the Catholic Family Movement,
The Catholic Worker Movement, the

Knights of Columbus — just a few
Catholic organizations in which the laity

took the lead in drawing people closer to

Christ and the church.

Today's church is confronted with a

new breed ofchaUenges calling for a new
class of lay leaders. In the worlds of

medicine and biological experimenta-

tion, it is they who must deal with the

ethics and morality of their work. It is

they who ultimately must enforce moral

standards in ecology, government, the

workplace and globalization.

The church more than ever needs

lay thinkers, doers and movers such as

Jacques Maritain, Cesar Chavez, Maisie

Ward, Dorothy Day and Mothers Seton,

Teresa and Drexel (although sisters are

in religious communities, canonically

they belong to the laity) whose leader-

ship qualities were stellar. Often they

worked side by side with bishops and

priests. Sometimes they nudged and
hounded them. But as any priest who
understands history knows, such people

gave life to the priesthood by giving

concrete meaning to the church in action.

Another way the laity can help

priests is to be professional ~ avoiding

pettiness, jumping to conclusions, letting

resentments rule, losing respect and fail-

ing to strive for exceUence.

Priests, like laypersons, are human
and don't always act in an adult manner.

The more that laity maintain profession-

alism and adhere to the principles of

civility, the better they help priests.

Last, and most important, I hope the

laity never cease praying for priests.

Prayer turns us toward God and brings

the best out of us. When lay people enter

into this state of mind and heart, they

wiU find ways never before imagined to

help priests.
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St. Margaret Church is testimony to

dedication of founding priest, others

SAINT MARGARET CHURCH
27 Murphy Drive

Maggie Valley, N.C. 28751

(828) 926-0106

Vicariate: Smoky Mountain

Pastor: Augustinian Father

Francis J. Doyle

Pastoral Associate: Augustinian

Brother William C. Harkin

In Residence: Augustinian Father

Dennis M. McGowan

Number of Households: 175

Augustinian Father

Francis J. Doyle

MAGGIE VALLEY — "It took

me six years to build the church —
three years to clear the land and three

years to build the church."

With those words by the late Fa-

ther Michael Murphy, founder of St.

Margaret Church, comes a history

filled with an evangelical fervor that

built up the Catholic Church in western

North Carolina.

Murphy, not yet a priest in 1950,

arrived in North Carolina from Detroit

in September of that year. Right away,

he turned his attention to helping build

churches in the mountain region of the

state. He traveled to the town bearing

his surname, where Father Lawrence

Newman was trying to build a church

with financial help from Murphy fami-

lies throughout the country.

After visiting there, Murphy went

on to Sylva and assisted in building St.

Mary Church in memory of his late

parents. The church was dedicated in

August 1955.

Soon thereafter, he also aided in

constructing the Newman Center for

Catholic students at Western Carolina

University in CuUowhee.

The lay missionary later bought 33

acres of land in Maggie Valley. A two-

stbry building was converted for use as

a chapel, where a Waynesville pastor

celebrated Mass during tourist season.

Murphy furnished the chapel with stat-

ues that had belonged to his mother.

The owner of a local restaurant

suggested that Murphy purchase an-

other property for sale in the area,

owned by a retired Methodist minister.

Murphy built a a5-unit motel on the

site, naming it Falling Waters.

Later, Bishop Vincent Waters of

Raleigh gave him permission to build a

church on the land, and in August

1969, the new St. Margaret Church

was dedicated.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

St. Margaret Church In Maggie Valley was dedicated in August 1969 on land purchased

by Father Michael Murphy.

Bishop Waters urged the zealous

Murphy to ponder becoming a priest.

After prayerful discernment. Murphy
studied at St. Meinrad Seminary in In-

diana and in May 1972, he was or-

dained into the priesthood by then-

Bishop Michael J. Begley of Charlotte.

Father Murphy was 80 years old at the

time of his ordination.

After serving for a year at a North

Carolina coastal parish. Murphy re-

turned to the church he had built in

Maggie Valley. As pastor of St. Marga-

ret Church, he built a house that later

would serve as a convent and a retreat

house. In February 1977, the retreat

building burned to ruins, but the flame

of evangelization that burned in Father

Murphy's heart raged on.

Father Murphy continued to own
and operate Falling Waters Motel. Un-
der Bishop Begley's direction, the motel

was renovated for use as the Living

Waters Catholic Reflection Center, and

today remains a popular retreat spot

year-round. In 1981, the pastor also

donated a building on the land to the

diocese for use as a parish hall.

Father Murphy's presence re-

mained a constant in the parish com-

munity untU the priest's death at the

age of 99 in 1990. A parish hall, built

and dedicated in the early 1990s, was

named Murphy-Garland Parish Hall

in honor of the priest who gave so much

to the community.

Franciscan Sister Jane Schmenk, a

friend of Father Murphy who operated

Living Waters for over 20 years since

the 1970s, wrote the biography of the

priest. Entitled "Murphy: Apostle of the

Smokies," the book is for sale at Living

Waters.

The next resident pastor at St.

Margaret Church, Father William

Evans, continued the apostolic outreach

SMITH & SMITH, PA
Timothy M. Smith, Attorney Jacquelyn A. Smith, Attorney

Members of St. Mark's Church
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FREE INITIAL
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704-331-3092 www.smithandsmithpa.coin 900 Baxter St., Suite 109, Charlotte
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to western North Carolina Catholics

that Michael Murphy— as a layperson

and priest — had begun.

That devoted enthusiasm still

thrives in Maggie Valley, due to the

succeeding priests at St. Margaret

Church. In August 1996, Father Eric

Houseknecht arrived as pastor and led

a renovation crusade, yielding im-

provements to the church building, in-

ner sanctuary, grounds, parish center,

officers, rectory and elsewhere. Parish-

ioners made the project a family under-

taking, offering voluntary labor and

donating a variety of items to their

spiritual home.

In early April 1997, parishioners

and visitors gathered for an open house

to celebrate the enhancements.
^

By 1997, ministerial work at the

parish existed for all ages; the youth

group, for instance, began regularly

serving their neighbors at a local soup

kitchen. The parish also helps women
and children who are victims of domes-

tic violence at local shelters. Other min-

istries include faith formation, ministry

to the sick, women's guild and the Fa-

ther William, M. Murphy Council of the

Knights of Columbus, who donated

$2,600 worth of emergency equipment

to the parish in 2004.

In September 1998, Order of St,

Augustine priests came to serve St,

Margaret Church, including Augustin-

ian Father Francis J. Doyle, who is the

current pastor, and Augustinian

Brother William C. Harkin, who is the

current pastoral associate.

On June 8, 2003, Father Doyle

blessed the recently installed cross neai

the church's columbarium, in use since

August 20002. The cross was part of i

bequest from the late Martha Knoesel,

;

seasonal parishioner.

With 175 registered households

plus an additional 70 seasonal familie;

and the retreatants at Living Waters

St. Margaret Church stands in memory

of Father Murphy's dedication to th(

Catholic Church while also testifying t(

the vitality ofthe faith in western Nortl

Carolina.
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Youth garden receives

national award

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Jtudents at St. Patrick School in Charlotte work in their award-winning garden Feb. 17.

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — St.

-*atrick School was selected

rom more than 500 youth
gardening programs nation-

«de to receive a 2004 Youth
jarden Grant from the Na-
ional Gardening Association.

In recognition of this

ichievement, the school's

i^outh gardening program will

•eceive an assortment of gar-

len products donated by lead-

ng companies in the lawn and
garden industry.

"The students really take

)ride in coming out here," said

*atty Dickson, a fifth-grade

eacher. 'They've worked hard

|o keep this alive. They're ex-

cited to see their project grow."

The garden is divided into

sections and features plants

and vegetables, a natural shel-

ter area, an 18th-century herb

garden, a biblical garden, an
outdoor classroom area and a

statue of Mary.

"It's a beautifijl place for

the students to gather and
learn," said art teacher Bess

Robinson.

Older students, who have

been tending the garden for

several years, are eager to help

the younger students, said

Dickson.

"We harvest the food and
take it to the local soup kitchen

or to Mother Teresa's nuns
(the Missionaries of Charity,

who have a convent in Char-

lotte)," said Robinson. "The
students are able to plant, har-

vest and give back to the com-
munity."

"National Garden Asso-
ciation is proud to support this

terrific kids' garden," said Joan

White, education program di-

rector for the National Gar-
dening Association. "This pro-

gram was selected because of a

demonstrated commitment to

actively and creatively engag-

ing youth in the gardening
process and to improving the

community."

The school is hoping to

transform the garden into a

national wildlife aviary, and
add other sections in the future.

OUT OF THE SHADOWS

CSS, others work

to help victims of

human trafficldng

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Cathcv

lie organizations such as

Catholic Social Services of the

Diocese of Charlotte are work-
ing to bring the hidden prob-

lem ofhuman trafficking out of

the shadows.

An estimated 18,000 to

20,000 victims of human traf-

ficking — most of them
women and children — enter

the United States each year.

The number of people brought

across international borders

worldwide for the sex trade or

other forced labor is placed at

anywhere from 400,000 to a

nullion or more annually.

See TRAFFICKING, page 7
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Bishop Jugis to

address protection

of children at Mass

CHARLOHE- Bishop Peter J.

Jugis will deliver an Ash Wednes-

day message at St. Patrick Ca-

thedral Feb. 25.

The bishop's pastoral message will

call Catholics to prayer during Lent

and will discuss sexual abuse of

children by clergy. At the Mass,

Bishop Jugis will distribute ashes.

The theme for this year's Lenten

season as declared by Pope John

Paul II is, "Whoever receives one

child is my name receives me."

(Mt. 1 8: 1 5) It invites people to re-

flect on the condition of children,

especially those abused at the

hands of adults.

WANT TO GO?

The Mass will be at St. Patrick

Cathedral, 1621 Dilworth Road in

Charlotte at 12:10 p.m. on

Wednesday, Feb. 25.

Primetime passion
Discussing the controversy

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Broadcaster Diane Sawyer speaks with actor and filmmal^er Mel

Gibson during an exclusive interview for "Primetime" aired Feb.

16 on ABC television. Gibson's controversial film, "The Passion

of the Christ," is set to open across the country on Ash Wednesday,

Feb. 25. Look for expanded coverage on pages 8-9.
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Human cloning

Criticizing South Korea's efforts

I PAGE 4

Answering the call

Lay ministry guides Catholics

Lenten Season

1 1 guidelines for Lent
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

EXTENDING A HAND

CNS pHoio FROM Reuters

Pope John Paul II extends his hand to a girl durjng Mass celebrated in St. Peter's

Basilica for World Day of the Sick Feb. 1 1 . The pontiff said that the faith shown by

those who are sick and suffering is a precious gift.

Pope says faith shown by sick,

suffering is precious gift
VATICAN CITY (CNS)— The ex-

ample of Catholics who, despite sickness

and suffering, continue to express faith

in the saving power of Christ is a pre-

cious gift for the church. Pope John Paul

II said.

Marking the Feb. 1 1 celebration of

the World Day of the Sick, the pope said:

"Human existence is always a gift of

God, even when it is marked by physical

suffering of any kind. It is a gift which

the church and the world must value."

The Catholic Church's main cel-

ebration of the day was held at the

Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes in

France, which was connected by satellite

with Pope John Paul's weekly general

audience from the Vatican.

In his talk, Pope John Paul said that

from a human point of view, "suffering

and sickness can appear to be absurd

realities."

But, he said, when suffering is seen

in the light of the Gospel, "one is able to

gather its deep salvific meaning."

The Gospel message is that Christ

suffers for and with all people, taking

their pain and making it part of the path

to salvation and new life, the pope said.

"Those who suffer must never be left

alone," the pope said, and he thanked

family members, medical professionals

and chaplains who dedicate their lives to

caring for the sick.

"It is a great act of love to take care

of one who suffers," he said.

The pope prayed Our Lady of

Lourdes would watch over all who are

sick, who are old or who are left alone.

"Soothe their suffering, dry their

tears and obtain for each one ofthem the

strength needed to accomplish God's

will," the pope prayed.

After an evening Mass Feb. 11,

Pope John Paul joined hundreds of sick

people and their caregivers in St. Peter's

Basilica.

The pope thanked the sick "for the

prayers and sacrifices you generously

have offered for me" and promised they

were in his prayers, too.

Pope John Paul said the 2004

World Day of the Sick not only focused

on the healings and spiritual blessings

thousands of people have found during a

pilgrimage to Lourdes, but on the fact

that Mary is honored at Lourdes under

the title of "the Immaculate Conception."

Later this year, the church will

mark the 150th anniversary of Pope

Pius IX's proclamation of the dogma

that Mary was conceived without sin.

Bush uses visit to Catholic schools

to promote voucher plan

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Presi-

dent George W. Bush visited a Wash-
ington Catholic high school Feb. 13

and praised the school's success in

sending students to college. He held it

up as an example of why he supports

voucher programs.

In what the White House billed as

a "conversation on parental options

and school choice," the president and

Education Secretary Rod Paige joined

three Washington parents and the

president of Archbishop Carroll High

School in a panel setting to talk about

a newly passed voucher program for

Washington and other programs

aimed at improving the nation's

schools.

Bush praised Catholic schools in

general for taking "the so-called hard-

to-educate" and helping them to excel.

Archbishop Carroll in particular de-

serves praise, the president said, for

Diocesan.
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE ^

HENDERSONVILLE — The St. Francis of

the Hills Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan

Order meets the fourth Sunday ofeach month

3-5 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church,

208 7th Ave. We.st. Visitors and inquirers are

welcome. For more information, call Helen

Gillogly, SFO, at (828) 883-9646.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

HUNTERSVILLE — The Life Teen pro-

gram of St. Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown

Rd., will sponsor a free seminar, "Let's Talk

Money" Feb. 22 at 8 p.m. The seminar will

address what parent and teens need to know

about financial stewardship, including estab-

hshing good credit, avoiding financial pitfalls

and financial independence. For more infor-

mation, contact Debra Lemmon at (704) 948-

1306.

CHARLOTTE — St. Thomas Aquinas

Church, 1400 Suther Rd., will host an Ultreya

Feb. 29 at 1 :30 p.m. School of Leaders and

family potluck lunch will follow, Childcare is

available. For more information, contact Dan
Hines at (704) 544-6665 or visit

www.charlottecursillo.org. To receive

Cursillo information via, email

bmayer@altell.net.

MINT HILL — Looking for a way to get

closer to God this year? Put your new year's

resolution into practice by taking the Alpha

Course. Alpha is a video lecture series and

supper club that meets Friday nights through

March 19. Register by calling (704) 573-

7021 ore-mailmcnucciel@bellsout.net

6AST0N1A VICARIATE

its record of sending 98 percent of its'

graduates on to college.

He said that level of success wasj

"dashing false expectations" of how
poorly schools in Washington do.

School president John T. Butler'

described the District of Columbia

Opportunity Scholarships as "a

breath of fresh air" for D.C. students.:

The program, which had to be passed

by Congress and signed by the presi-

dent, will give eligible students up to

$7,500 to use toward tuition, fee^ and

transportation expenses to attend

nonpublic schools beginning with the

2004-05 academic year.

No questions were taken from the

audience of invited guests and

Archbishop Carroll students, al-

though several met briefly with Bush

when he arrived. Instead, Bush

guided a 40-minute discussion

among the panelists.

BELMONT — Queen of Apostles Catholit

Church, 503 N. Main St., will ha\e a Lente?

Supper-Study Wednesday evenings during Lent

— March 3, 10, 17 and 24. All are welcome

Community dinner is at 6 p.m., with Catechesii

6:45-7:30 p.m. Topic this year is "Vaticaji II: 4(

Years Later." No pre-registration or fee re-

quired, no need to bring food, all is provided bi

the parish. For more information, please contac

Dennis Teall-Fleming, Director of Faith For

mation, at teallfleming@yahoo.com or (704

825-9600, ext. 26.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— St. Pius X Church, 22 10 N

Elm St., will host a Lenten reflection series

"The Purpose-Driven Life," Wednesday eve

nings, 6:30-8 p.m. March 3-April 7. This serie

is based on Rick Warren's book, which is

journey to answer life's most important ques

tion: "What on earth am I here for?" To registei

call the parish office at (336) 272-468 1

.

GREENSBORO — Tlieology on Tap will mee

Tuesdays in February at "Anton's" on Battle

ground Ave. 7 p.m. Contac

greensborotot@yahoo.com for more informs

tion.

GUILFORD COUNTY— The Ancie7it Order

<

Hibernians Guilford County Division, the oldej

and largest order of Irish Catholic men, is lool

ing for more Irish Catholic men to join them fc

meetings, educational seminars and socii

events. Contact Michael Slane at (336) 66'

9264 for time and location.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY— The annual World Day of Pray(

ecumenical worship service will be held i

Emmanuel Presbyterian Church March 5 at

p.m. This bilingual service was written i:
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ROM THE VATICAN

i/atican announces Eucharist

as theme of 2005 Synod

9f Bishops
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

lext world Synod of Bishops will

fleet in October 2005 to discuss the

heme, "The Eucharist: Source and
Ailmination of the Life and Mission

if the Church," the Vatican an-

lounced.

The theme was chosen by Pope
ohn Paul II on the suggestions of

lishops. The 2005 assembly will take

lace at the Vatican Oct. 2-29.

The announcement came the day

fter the pope named Archbishop Nikola

^terovic, a Croatian with long experi-

nce in Vatican diplomacy, as secretary-

;eneral of the Synod of Bishops.

The synod on the Eucharist will

le the 11th general assembly of the

ynod since Pope Paul VI reinstituted

Christian Women of Panama. The theme is "In

•"aith, JVomen Shape the Future." The guest

peaker will be Xiomara Palma. A native ofNica-

agua, she is active in lay ministry at St. Joseph

)hurch in Newton. For more information, con-

ict Carole Marmorato at (828) 256-8956.

nCKORY— A Charismatic Mass is celebrated

tie first Thursday of each month in Sebastian

'hapel of St. Aloysius Church, 92 1 Second St.

JE, at 7 p.m. For further information, contact

aan Moran (828)-327-0487.

ALISBURY VICARIATE

ALISBURY— Sacred Heart Church, 128 N.

'ulton St., will host a Cursillo School ofLeaders,

-10:30 a.m., Feb. 28 followed by a Secretariat

0:30-12 p.m. For more information, contact

)an Mines at (704) S^^-Gees or visit

/v, \v.charlottecursillo.org. To receive Cursillo

iformation \ ia, email bmayer@altell.net.

MOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

YLVA— St. Mary Church is in the initial stage

f forming a court of the Catholic Daughters of
Imerica. Women from neighboring parishes,

ges 1 8 and older, are welcome to join. For more
^formation, contact Angie Erst at (828) 488-

560 or Pat.Pickering at (828) 497-4999.

VAYNESVILLE— St. John the Evangelist

hurch, 234 Church St., offers Adoration ofthe
ilessed Sacrament the first Friday of every
lonth following the 9 a.m. Mass until 4: 1 5 p.m.

or information, call the church office at (828)

|56-6707 or Christine Ryan at (828) 926-1331.

YLVA— St. Mary Church offers Adoration of
'k Blessed Sacrament the first Saturday ofevery
lonth following the 9 a.m. Mass until 3 p.m.

or information, call (828) 586-9496.

RANKLIN — The Women's Guild of St.

rancis of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St., meets
ie second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. in

ie Family Life Center. The meetings feature

uest speakers and special events periodically,

or more information, call Claire Barnable at

m) 369-1565.

INSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

LEMMONS — Holy Family Church, 4820
innamon Rd., will celebrate a Healing Mass
larch 1 at 7;30 p.m. with Msgr. Mauricio W.

the structure after the Second Vatican

Council.

The worldwide meetings gener-

ally are held every three or four years.

The last synod, focusing on the minis-

try of the bishop, was held at the

Vatican in 2001.

The Eucharist was the topic of

the pope's latest encyclical, issued in

April 2003. It emphasized the impor-

tance of the Eucharist as the greatest

gift God left to his church.

The encyclical also reaffirmed the

traditional teaching of the church on

the real presence of Christ in the Eu-
charist, on the need for validly or-

dained ministers for its celebration,

and on the importance of following

the church's liturgical norms.

West as celebrant. Reconciliation will be of-

fered at 7 p.m. Sacramental laying on ofhands

will follow the Mass. Please join us for sing-

ing and hopeful expectancy. For more infor-

mation, contact (336) 998-7503.

CLEMMONS— Holy Family Church, 4820
Kinnamon Rd., offers Eucharistic Adoration

every Thursday. Exposition begins at 6 p.m.

and benediction is at 9 p.m.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing Com-
panions is a grief support group for the be-

reaved that meets the first and third Thurs-
days ofthe month in conference room B at St.

Leo the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave.

For further details, call Joanne Parcel at (336)

924-9478.

WINSTON-SALEM— The Fraternity ofSt.

Clare of the Secular Franciscan Order invites

you to a Peace Mealfor the Poor Mwcch 7. The
fraternity will serve a simple meal consisting

ofsoup, bread and water. A love basket will be

available during the meal and the proceeds

will be used to stock the food pantry at Catho-

lic Social Services. The meal will be served

12-1 p.m. in the cafeteria of Our Lady of

Mercy School, 1 730 Link Road. Please join us

and help to feed the hungry in our area. For
more information, contact Sharon Jackson,

SFO Minister, at (336) 722-7001.

WINSTON-SALEM— Learn NaturalFam-
ily Planning taught by the Couple to Couple
League. This four-part series will meet Sun-
days at 1 :30 p.m., Feb. 1 5-March 7, at St. Leo
the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave. For
registration and information, call Stephanie

and Todd Brown at (336) 765-2909.

MT. AIRY— Holy Angels Church, 1208 N.

Main St., offers Eucharistic Adoration every

Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m., and every
Thursday, 10-11 a.m. Adoration concludes

with Benediction.

Is your parish or school having an event?

Please submit notices for the Diocesan

Planner at least 1 5 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704)370-3382.

Pope calls for commitment to

safeguarding human rights in Iran

Episcopal

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
John Paul II called for the continued

commitment to the protection of hu-

man rights in Iran as well as to pro-

moting greater understanding be-

tween peoples of different religious

and cultural identities.

The pope made his remarks Feb.

12 to Kamal Kharrazi, foreign minis-

ter of the Islamic republic of Iran. The
visit came on the 50th anniversary of

diplomatic relations between Iran

and the Holy See.

"Your presence here is a sign of

the cooperation that, for more than 50

years now, has marked the official

relations between the Holy See and
your country," the pope said.

"I am confident that this spirit of

collaboration will continue to grow
ever stronger as we address issues of

mutual concern to us," he said.

The pope highlighted the impor-

tance of working on "the ongoing
commitment to safeguard the inalien-

able rights and dignity of the human
person, especially in efforts aimed at

promoting greater understanding
among peoples of different religious,

cultural and ethnic backgrounds."

With a rapidly growing popula-

tion of more than 68 million, Iran has

about 120,000 Christians and, of

those, around 16,000 people are

Catholic. Eighty-nine percent of the

population is Shiite Muslim and 10

percent are Sunni. The remaining mi-

nority includes people of Zoroastrian,

Jewish and Bahai traditions.

Although Iran's official religion is

Islam, the constitution has made pro-

visions to re.spect the rights of reli-

gious minorities.

Several church and Vatican offi-

cials familiar with the situation of

Christians in Iran have praised the

country's recent efforts in securing

greater religious freedoms for reli-

gious minorities.

Vatican spokesman Joaquin

Navarro-Vails said after meeting with the

pope, Kharrazi met with the Vatican's

secretary of state. Cardinal Angelo
Sodano, and Msgr. Pietro Parolin,

undersecretary for relations with states.

Navarro-Valls said the leaders

discussed the situation of the Catholic

Church in Iran as well as collabora-

tive efforts between the two countries

concerning "interreligious dialogue,

the promotion of peace and other in-

ternational issues."

Vatican doves sometimes tum chicken

calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

Feb. 25— 12:10 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Mass
St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Feb. 29— 4 p.m.

Rite of Election

Immaculate Conception Church, Hendersonville

CNS Photo by Reuters

VATICAN (CNS) — The noble white dove has come to symbolize peace,

fidelity, fraternity and hope, but the Vatican seems to have seen more than its

fair share of doves suffering from a fear of flying.

Some might even say those doves are really just chicken. What's meant to

be an impressive launch from the fifth-story window of the pope's studio

instead turns into a feathery fiasco.

In 1998, both doves recoiled from their release and turned tail back inside

the apostolic palace. Delighted, Pope John Paul II said, "It is clear this is a house

of peace, because the doves don't want to leave."

This scene of one or both doves diving for papal cover has been repeated

over the years.

Most recently, on Jan. 25, call it stage-fright, call it premonition: One dove
refused to leave the pope's windowsill while the more gutsy of the two flew off to

a grisly fate.

One Italian newspaper reported the bird of peace was later found injured

from a seagull attack.
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Vatican official, US. cardinal criticize

South Korean human cloning

Mining ofstem cells 'Jull of illicit acts
"

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC- NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY— The first suc-

cessful cloning of human embryos to

pro\'ide stem cells marks a dangerous

step toward the unregulated commer-

cialization of human life, said a leading

Vatican official.

Bishop Elio Sgreccia, vice presi-

dent of the Pontifical Academy for Life,

said Feb. 12 that the mining of stem

cells from embryos, which are then

discarded, was a procedure "full of il-

licit acts."

In the United States, Cardinal

William H. Keeler of Baltimore said

the creation and destruction of human

embryos "is a sign of moral regress."

"Seldom have researchers done so

much harm to so many fellow humans,

with so little justification," he said.

The church leaders were reacting

to news that scientists in South Korea

had cloned 30 human embryos and

grown them to the stage where they

produce stem cells. The stem cells,

which have the ability to turn into any

cell in the body, were then extracted

and the embryos destroyed.

The scientists said they were try-

ing to patent their technique and the

stem cells produced. It was considered

a major step toward so-called "thera-

peutic" cloning, which is undertaken

not to create a human being but to

produce stem cells that can be used to

grow replacement tissue in treating

disease.

The church teaches that human
cloning is wrong and that any destruc-

tion of human embryos violates the

right to life of the weakest human be-

ings.

Creating Embryonic Stem Cells

removed
,

70 and grown
;

i dish. The rest

'

discarded.

0 hlostotyst.

Scientists believe that stem cells (

tissues in humans. The Catholic (

that involves the destruction of h

(OOTICNS Graphics

cells ore present.
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specific humon tissue.
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Scientists believe that stem cells could repair diseased or injured tissues in humans.

Bishop Sgreccia said that ethi-

cally, so-called therapeutic cloning is

even worse than reproductive cloning

at some levels because it involves the

planned creation, exploitation and de-

struction of human life.

"From not only a Catholic point of

view, this is a procedure full of illicit

acts," he said.

"It's part of a much larger battle:

whether economic profit should pre-

vail absolutely over fundamental

moral arguments, whether the sur-

vival of a human being s'hould come

first or the profits of the strongest —
the industries and the multinationals

that do business in this sector," he said.

Bishop Sgreccia said people

should be asking whether the com-

mercialization of a human embryo at

the level of blastocyst— an early stage

of about 100 cells — could help open

the door to wider forms of exploitation,

particularly in commercialization of

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!^

We Build Friendships With Families

We ts-now it isn't easy to invite someone info your home to provide homecare.

Ycju'U interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
yQ4_549_4Q| Q

^Uitm^ Angels.^^

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@\/isitingAngels.com

organs from children and others in the

Third World.

Bishop Sgreccia said the supposed

therapeutic benefits of embryonic stem

cells are far from proven. He said adult

stem cells, taken from umbilical cords

and other organs, have proven to be of

equal or greater effectiveness in

therapy.

"It has been fairly well shown that

it is not necessary to extract embry-

onic stem cells to try to cure diseases

like Parkinson's or Alzheimer's," he

said.

"Our impression is that this is an

effort to have human embryos at one's

disposal and to remove every ban

against their use, as if they were

merely merchandise or material," he

said.

Cardinal Keeler, chairman of the

U.S. bishops' Committee for Pro-Life

Activities, said creating the embryos

"solely to destroy them is the ultimate

violation of research ethics."

He called for a worldwide effort to

ban human cloning.

The cardinal also criticized the use

of fertility drugs on the 16 Korean

women who produced the 242 eggs

used in the stem-cell experiment.

"These women were used as egg

factories while their embryonic off-

spring were treated as nothing more

than objects of research, their human

dignity ignored in the process," he

said.

Contributing to this story was StepJien

Steele in Washington.

Pro-life group

takes on
Georgetown

University

over aborted

fetal cell lines

WASHINGTON (CNS) /

Florida pro-life group has pledged t(

continue its efforts to stop research a

Georgetown University Medical Cente

in Washington that uses cell lines de

rived fi-om aborted fetuses.

"It is an outrage and a scandal tha

any Catholic facility could condone th

use of aborted fetal cell lines, regardles

ofhow long ago the abortions occurred,

says a petition .addressed to Cardinj

Theodore E. McCarrick of Washingto

on the Web site www.cogforlife.or^

which is the site of the organization Chi

dren ofGod for Life.

The petition asks the cardinal t

"use your authority and put an end t

the unnecessary use of aborted fetal ce

lines, which actually diverts importar

funding and hinders other noble an

morally responsible research."

Debra Vinnedge, a member of S

Catherine of Siena Church i

Clearwater, Fla., who is president an

executive director of Children ofGod fc

Life, said petition received 2,000 onlir

signatures in less than a week.

Cardinal McCarrick had asked Ji

suit-run Georgetown last summer 1

look into "the origin of cell lines used

some of our research," according to

statement fi-om Amy DeMaria, execi

tive director of communications for tl

medical center.

"Our review revealed that 1

GUMC researchers were conductir

long-term research using four differe:

cell lines that had been derived decad

ago fi-om tissue that came fi-om tern

nated pregnancies," DeMaria sai

"These cell lines were not created

Georgetown University."

Jesuit Father Kevin T. FitzGera]

who holds the David Lauer chair i

Catholic health care ethics

Georgetown and serves as research a

sociate professor in the oncology depai

ment at the medical center, said the p

tential benefits of the research ol

weighed any harm fi-om using the eel

since no abortions were performed sf

cifically to provide cell lines for researc

ONE LAST KISS OF YOUR LIFETIME

"LAST KISS" byRichStaley

Curl up on the coucti and get ready to laugti, cry and think about your own nnortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"An inspiration! 'Last Kiss' is a powerful novel that explores the human heart

and brings to light those in our lives who mean so much. Staley's tender look

at life has the power to restore our faith in both God and man.

"

—Msgr. John J. McSweeney Pastor, St. Matthew Catholic Church, Charlotte

To order, mail check or money order (no credit cards) to:

Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte. NC 28277

$13.95
plus $2.50 shipping
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ANSWERING THE CALL

Lay ministry guides Catholics

to deeper spirituality

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Frank Villaronga, director of the diocesan evangelization and ministry formation
office, teaches lay ministry at the pastoral center in Charlotte. Lay ministry teaches
participants to answer their baptismal calls to ministry.

BY KAREN A. EVANS
B. STAFF WRITER

* CHARLOTTE — "God pushed me
into it," said Marie Cordero of the lay

ministry program.

Now in her second year of the pro-

gram in the Diocese of Charlotte,

Cordero thought about enrolling for four

years before she committed to it.

Cordero said the lay ministry pro-

gram has increased her spiritual life tre-

mendously.

"I have a thirst for more knowl-
edge," she said. "There is not enough
adult education— the more you get, the

more you want."

"Lay ministry isn't just learning

about your faith," said Frank
Villaronga, director of the diocesan evan-

gelization and ministry formation office.

'It is a formational program, and the

idea behind lay ministry is that partici-

pants are in the program in order to

answer their baptismal call to ministry

Tiore fully."

Because the mission of the Catholic

Church is one of evangelization, this an-

>wer includes not only learning about
he Catholic faith, but also integrating

:hat learning into one's personal life, be-

cause the faith response is one that re-

quires action.

Janet and Jim Corrigan are in the

iecond year of the program in Arden.
5he is a volunteer and substitute teacher

It Immaculata School in HendersonvOle;

le is the secretary of the pastoral council

it Immaculate Conception Church.

Lay ministry is a good program for

converts to the Catholic faith, said Janet

Corrigan. She said she feels more confi-

dent in discussing religious issues with

students since enrolling in the lay minis-

try program.

"It's also good for anyone who
thinks they know everything they need

to know about the church," she said.

Most participants in the lay minis-

try program are trying to figure out

what it means to be a minister,

Villaronga said. The program is com-
prised of people who might already be

involved in some kind of activity or for-

434 Charlotte Avenue, R O. Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 2973M586

(803) 327-2097

CELEBRATING
WOMENSPIRIT

9 am -4 pm.

Sat, March 6

Mary Miller

A new and deeper exploration of

the spirituality and holiness of

women. Building on

Womenspirit 1, the day will

include prayer, reflection and

conversation.

Cost: $30 commuters

(includes lunch)
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mal ministry in their parish — prison

ministry, catechesis, feeding the home-
less — and those who are exploring

various ministries.

Villaronga tells participants in the

first class of the program, "If you are in

this program hoping to become lay min-
isters, I've got news for you: You already

are ministers. By virtue of your baptism,

you already are part of the mission of the

church."

"The vision of Vatican II was that

the laity are called to live out their faith

in an active way in their own lives," he
said.

Villaronga also pointed out the

value of this "marketplace ministry" —
the ministry that takes place in our day-

to-day lives.

Secondarily, lay ministers contrib-

ute much-needed help to the sacramen-

tal ministers.

"Bishops, priests and deacons can't

do it all," said Villaronga. Lay ministers

can serve as counselors, spiritual com-
panions, eucharistic ministers, catechists

and in many other areas of the parish.

"It is important to empower the la-

ity in many specific ministries in the

name of the church," he said. "Primarily,

people are called to live out their minis-

try in their everyday lives."

The office of evangelization and
ministry formation is budgeted to re-

ceive $72,848 from the 2004 Diocesan

Support Appeal, part of which assists

participants in the lay ministry program
by keeping tuition costs low.

VUlaronga considers the lay minis-

try program an important prerequisite

to the permanent diaconate program.
The program provides diaconate candi-

dates with primary formation and gives

them an opportunity to explore their

formation as laypeople.

Villaronga recommends the lay

ministry program for all interested in

learning more about their faith, growing
in their faith, and learning how to live

out their faith in a more active way.

The two-year program is comprised

of 12 classes each year, covering such

topics as Scripture, Christology, theol-

ogy and history of the Catholic Church,

Vatican II, liturgy and sacrament, mo-
rality, social ministry and the "nuts and
bolts" of ministry. Classes meet in Char-

lotte, Greensboro and Arden.

Contact Staff" Writer Karen A. Evans
.by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Lay ministry is one of 36 ministries

funded by cotitributions to the Diocesan

Steve Angrisano LIVE

in Concert!

Friday, March 5 at 7 pm

St. Aloysius Catholic Church,
921 Second St. NE, Hickory

Come experience this talented.
Catholic singer-songwriter. He
will wow you with laughter,
song, story telling, and
hilarious audience interaction.

Space is limited. Tickets: $5 ($15 family rate)

Info: Kellie Sheets (828) 337-2341 or
stalspraise@charter.net

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

The lay ministry program is now
accepting applications for 2004-05.

For more information on the lay ministry

program, please contact Frank Villaronga

at (704) 370-3274 or e-mail
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Guidelines for Lent
Lent is the season the Catholic

Church gives us to take stock and

review our lives, to root out all that is

not good and true and replace it with

the faithful and the holy. In these 40

days, the Catholic Church turns to the

ancient penitential practices of fasting,

almsgiving and prayer. These prac-

tices remain as rich and life-giving in

the year 2004 as they were when prac-

ticed by the early Christians and by

our Jewish forbearers.

Fasting reminds us of our hunger

for God, which no worldly thing can

satisfy. Almsgiving reminds us that love

of God and love of neighbor are inextri-

cably intertwined, and that we bear re-

sponsibility for each other. Prayer re-

minds us to center our lives on God who
alone gives meaning to all we do.

Lent is a most special time. The litur-

gies and devotions ofLent call us to a kind

of spiritual "spring cleaning," identifying

relationships that are disordered and sins

that imprison and then seeking forgive-

ness and healing. We root out the dark-

ness of sin so as to enter the Easter mys-

teries with a clean heart bathed in the

healmg, life-giving light of Christ.

Guidelines for Lent

1) The time ofLent is to be observed

by Catholics as a special season of

prayer, penance and works of charity.

2) Ash Wednesday, Feb. 25, and

Good Friday, April 9, in particular, are

the most important penitential days of

the liturgical year. They are days ofboth

fast and abstinence. All Fridays in Lent

are days of abstinence.

3) The rule of fasting states that

only one fiall meal a day can be taken.

Two small meals, "sufficient to maintain

strength," are allowed, but together they

should not equal another full meal. Eat-

ing between meals breaks the fast, but

drinking liquids does not. The rule of

fasting binds all Catholics from age 18

to 59.

4) Abstinence refers to the eating

of meat. Under the present law, it does

not include egg or milk products, meat

stock soups or gravies. The rule of

abstinence binds all Catholics 14 years

old and older.

5) The substantial observance of the

laws of fast and abstinence is a serious

obligation. Those whose work or health

would be impaired are excused from

fasting and abstaining. The individual

conscience can decide if there is a proper

cause to excuse. A more serious reason

should be present to excuse from Ash

Wednesday and Good Friday penance.

6) Self-imposed fasting on the other

weekdays of Lent is recommended. Ab-

stinence on all Fridays of the year is also

highly recommended. The Peace Pasto-

ral of the American Bishops, stating that

prayer is incomplete without penance,

urges Friday abstinences as something

all American Catholics should offer up

for the sake of world peace.

7) Parents and teachers should see

to it that even those who are not bound

by the laws of fasting and abstinence

because of age are brought up in an

atmosphere that is conducive to a sense

ofpenance.

8) The faithfril should be clearly and

positively encouraged to receive the sac-

rament of reconciliation during Lent.

There should be adequate time sched-

uled for confessions before Easter.

Group reconciliation services should not

be scheduled for the last days of the Holy

Week. At no time is it permitted to

schedule a group reconciliation service

for the purpose of giving general absolu-

tion without individual confessions.

9) The liturgical directions of the

Sacramentary and the Lectionary must

be faithfully observed regarding all the

special Holy Week rites.

10) Funeral Masses are not allowed

on Holy Thursday, Good Friday or

Holy Saturday. The funeral rite outside

ofMass can be held either in church or at

the chapel on those days, with a funeral

Mass later.

11) The RCIA is incorporated into

the liturgy during Lent. The Rite ofElec-

tion is celebrated on the first Sunday of

Lent. On the third, fourth and fifth Sun-

days of Lent, the Scrutinies take place

during Mass.
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CSS fights trafficking

TRAFFICKING, from page 1

"In almost all cases, language barri-

ers, lack of contacts in the new land, beat-

ings and fear of reprisals on family mem-
bers left behind combine to keep the vic-

tims silent and unable to flee to safety,"

said Joe Purello, director of the diocesan

Office of Justice and Peace of Catholic

Social Services.

In April, Catholic Social Services

will conduct a staff training day in

Hickory that will include a workshop on

how to identify the signs and symptoms
of human trafficking and how to assist

victims. Leading this workshop with be

Laurie Latuda, a grants and program

administrator with the Office of Refugee

Programs in the U.S. bishops' Migration

and Refugee Services.

These victims "often believe they are

coming here to find the American
dream," said Latuda.

Instead, many victims find forced

labor, sexual exploitation or other con-

temporary forms of slavery, she said.

Because of the lack of legal immigra-

tion options, they sometimes pay people

to smuggle them into the United States

"and sometimes (the smugglers) turn

out to be traffickers who enslave them,"

she said.

"There are networks of people who
traffic in people, just like there are net-

works of drug traffickers or arms traf-

fickers," said Latuda.

But those who profit from the trade

ofhuman beings often keep their victims

under such close watch that finding

those who need assistance is a huge chal-

lenge. Attending weekly Mass might be

the only activity that the trafficker al-

lows them to do alone.

"Oftentimes the only contact that

people who have been trafficked have

with the outside world is through reli-

gious ministers," said Latuda.

Uniting forces

Migration and Refugee Services

provides administrative support to the

Coalition of Catholic Organizations

Against Human Trafficking, whose
members meet four times a year to share

information, educate themselves about

particular aspects of the trafficking

problem and have a dialogue with gov-

ernment leaders.

Coalition members gathered at the

headquarters of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops Jan. 29 for:

— A presentation by and discussion

with Dan Bryant, assistant attorney

general for legal policy in the U.S. De-
partment of Justice.

— An update on reauthorization of

the Victims of Trafficking and Violence

Protection Act of 2000.

— A look at the U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services' Office of

Refugee Resettlement's public awareness

campaign on human trafficking, with an

eye toward how coalition members can

be involved.

"We need strong action today, at

both the national and international level,

to attack the evil of human trafficking,"

said Purello.

The Victims of Trafficking and Vio-

lence Protection Act, a U.S. law reautho-

rized in 2003, defines "severe forms of

trafficking in persons" as "sex trafficking

in which a commercial sex act is induced

by force, fraud or coercion" or involves a

minor or "the recruitment, harboring,

transportation, provision or obtaining of

a person for labor or services through

the use of force, fraud or coercion."

Purello said the passage of this law

was a "start in the right direction toward

tackling this menace."

"Under this law, nations that are

La (BeCCa Sposa
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C h g r I o 1 1 e, N C
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wwv\/. labellasposa.net

shown to support or turn a blind eye to

human tratticking are to be denied U.S.

aid; convicted traffickers are to receive

harsher sentences; and victims of traf-

ficking can receive special immigration

status," he said.
^

Purello said voters must "let our

legislators know we want this law

strictly enforced. Nations that toler-

ate the victimization of their own
people through human trafficking

should receive no assistance from the

American people."

Identifying victims

Coalition members each approach

the problem from a different angle, ac-

cording to Latuda.

The Catholic Health Association, for

example, is offering posters for use in

emergency rooms, doctors' offices or clin-

ics to help health care providers identify

those who have been subjected to traf-

ficking. The poster also gives informa-

tion on how to assist victims.

Patients who show signs of agita-

tion, isolation, malnourishment, physical

or sexual abuse and similar conditions

and those who rely on "a companion" to

tell their story may be victims of traffick-

ing, the poster says.

If victims can be identified and certi-

fied by the federal government's Office of

Refugee Resettlement, they become eli-

gible under the law for the same benefits

and services available to a refijgee. The
benefits may include food stamps. Med-
icaid, social services such as job prepara-

tion and English-language classes, and

Social Security and welfare payments.

But in the three years since passage

of the law, only 500 trafficking victims

have been certified. Ninety percent of

those were identified through Catholic

ministers or social service agencies, said

Latuda.

"We must do all we can to fight our

culture's overwhelming trend to turn

sexual activity into a commodity to be

bought and sold," said Purello, adding

that, "the trend to turn sex into a com-
modity (on TV, in movies, in popular

music) often involves packaging sex

with violence."

"We Sire also called to be much more
conscious of the working conditions of

laborers who make and provide the

goods we buy," he said. "If a serious dent

can be made in the demand side of the

human trafficking business, then we will

Photo by Catholic News Service

The Catholic Health Association is

offering copies of this poster to

hospitals, doctor's offices and clinics to

help health care providers identify those

who have been subjected to trafficking.

It also gives information on how to

assist victims.

also see a significant fall in the numbers

of people being trapped and exploited."

How to help

Anyone who suspects a trafficking

situation that has not yet been reported

or investigated should start by calling

the Justice Department's "trafficking in

persons and worker exploitation task

force complaint line" at (888) 428-7581,

advised Latuda. That will initiate a fed-

eral investigation into the matter.

People also can help the trafficked

person obtain free or low-cost legal ser-

vices from an attorney familiar with the

provisions of the federal law. Sometimes,

traffickers will provide attorneys for vic-

tims to get them released back into the

traffickers' custody.

Latuda and others like her at MRS,
who can be reached at (202) 541-3385,

can help the trafficked person connect

with local social service agencies that

will help them before and after they are

certffied as trafficking victims.

Nancy Frazier O'Brien of Catholic

News Service contributed to this story.
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Faith, hope— not blame
— at Tassiorf core

it.

CNS PHOTO FROM Icon

Actor Jim Caviezel portrays Jesus on the cross in 3^ scene from "The Passion of the

Christ."

Director addresses controversy offilm

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOUC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Blaming Jews

for the death of Jesus is not the point of

'The Passion of the Christ," said its di-

rector, Mel Gibson, in a Feb. 16 inter-

view on ABC's "Primetime."

"It's not about pointing the fingers.

It's not about playing the blame game,"

Gibson told Diane Sawyer. "It's about

faith, hope, love and forgiveness. ... It is

reality for me. ... I believe that."

When Sawyer asked him who
killed Christ, Gibson replied: "The big

answer is, we all did. I'll be first in the

culpability stakes."

Abraham Foxman, national direc-

tor of the Anti-Defamation League of

B'nai B'rith, also interviewed, said he did

not believe either Gibson or his film

were anti-Semitic, but "this movie has

the potential to fuel anti-Semitism, to

reinforce it."

Gibson said to be anti-Semitic "goes

against the tenets ofmy faith, to be racist

in any form. To be anti-Semitic is a sin.

It's been condemned by one papal coun-

cil after another. There's encyclicals on it

... to be anti-Semitic is to be un-Christian,

and I'm not."

In the interview, Gibson acknowl-

edged his fUm was "very violent, and if

you don't like it, don't go ... If you want

to leave halfway through, go ahead. You

know, there's nothing that says you

have to stay there."

The Motion Picture Association of

America gave the film an R rating for its

sequences of graphic violence. The rating

means "restricted, under 17 requires ac-

companying parent or adult guardian."

Gibson added he wanted the vio-

lence to be "shocking" and "extreme."

"I wanted it to push the viewer over

the edge," he said. "I think it pushes one

over the edge ... so that they see the

enormity of that sacrifice; to see that

someone could endure that and stQl

come back with love and forgiveness.

even through extreme pain and suffer-

ing and ridicule."

"I wanted the full savagery of it to

jump out of the screen and move people,"

he said. Still, "I've stopped way short of

what I think happened."

"I don't think anybody under the

age of 12 should go see it," he added.

Gibson said his film is "my version of

what happened, according to the Gospels

and ... the aspects of it I wanted to show."

"This is his vision, his faith," said

Foxman. "He's a true believer, and I

respect that. But there are times that

there are unintended consequences."

"I hope that most people see it,

Diane, as a passion of love," Foxman told

Sawyer with regard to the movie's im-

pact. "Maybe when it's all over, in a

sobering manner, we'll be able to come

back and look each other in the face and

say, "We have to deal with this hatred

that's still out there.'"

Without specifically identifying

anybody or anything, Gibson told

EWTN, "There were dark forces that

did not want us to make the fUm."

In the Feb. 12 The A.D. Times, his

diocesan newspaper. Bishop Edward P.

CuUen of Allentown, Pa., noted some of

the "Passion" controversy "has been

about just who crucified Jesus."

'"This placing of blame is one of the

oldest and most foolish of human
games," going back to Genesis, when

Adam and Eve started pointing fingers

elsewhere when God confronted them

with their sin, the bishop said.

"What caused the death ofJesus was

sin," he said.

Bishop Cullen said, "It is ridiculous

for any of us to think we can shift the

blame to anyone else, whether past or

present. Ifwe use the crucifixion ofJesus

as our excuse to look down on or to

persecute others, we must also admit

that in doing so we are not following the

Lord, who forgave those who brought

about his death. He forgave us!"

Criteria for dramatization

of Passion based on

Vatican il principles

WASHINGTON (CNS)— A 1988

statement by the U.S. bishops contain-

ing criteria on how to treat dramatiza-

tions of Christ's passion follows Vatican

principles enunciated since the Second

Vatican Council.

Church teaching on how Jews

should and should not be depicted in

retelling the Passion story is a matter of

"going back to the way the church inter-

prets the Scriptures," said Eugene
Fisher of the U.S. bishops' Secretariat for

Ecumenical and Interreligious Affaits.

The bishops' "Criteria for the Evalu-

ation of Dramatizations of the Passion"

said "any presentations that explicitly or

implicitly seek to shift responsibility from

human sin onto this or that historical

group, such as the Jews, can only be said

to obscure a core Gospel truth."

Mixing the four Gospel Passion ac-

counts and "extrabiblical records," it

says, 'leaves the widest possible latitude

for artistic creativity and insight, but

also for abuses and prejudices."

The document lists many things to

avoid when writing a dramatic account

of the Passion. Among them:

— "Jesus must not be depicted as

opposed to the law (Torah)."

— "Jesus and the disciples must not

be set dramatically in opposition to his

people, the Jews."

— "Jews should not be portrayed as

avaricious (e.g., in Temple money-

changer scenes); bloodthirsty (e.g., in cer-

tain depictions of Jesus' appearances b^
fore the Temple priesthood or before

Pilate); or implacable enemies of Christ

(e.g., by changing the small 'crowd' at the

governor's palace into a teeming mob)."

The document was based in part on

"Guidelines and Suggestions for Imple-

menting the Conciliar Declaration

"Nostra Aetate,' No. 4," issued in 1974 by

the Vatican's Commission for Religious

Relations With the Jews.

In "Nostra Aetate," the Second

Vatican Council said the church "de-

plores all hatreds, persecutions, displays

of anti-Semitism leveled at any time or

from any source against the Jews."
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In advancing nun's cause, Vatican

ignores tierwritings on tlie Passion
Sister EmmericKs visions inspire Gibson film

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — When Mel
Gibson's film, "The Passion of the

Christ," opens Ash Wednesday, a

spotlight will turn on a little known
but influential figure in the movie's

genesis: German Sister Anne
Catherine Emmerich.

Sister Emmerich, a mystic and

stigmatic who died in 1824, is draw-

ing attention for several reasons.

Gibson said he was inspired to

make the movie in part by her book of

visions, "The Dolorous Passion of

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,"

which added detailed episodes to the

Gospel account of Christ's suffering

and death. Whether she actually

wrote the book, however, has been

questioned by Vatican experts.

Other scholars, Jewish and
Catholic, have said Sister Emmerich's
writings reflect the anti-Semitism of

her time, particularly in her depiction

of the Jews' role in Christ's death.

Pope John Paul II, meanwhile, is

said to take an intense interest in Sis-

ter Emmerich and her life. Under his

papacy, her sainthood cause has ad-

vanced to the point where she is ex-

pected to be beatified, probably some-
time early next year.

In an interview with The New
Torker last fall, Gibson said Sister

Emmerich's writings supplied him
with "amazing images" and "stuff I

never would have thought of"

In prerelease screenings attended

by church officials in Rome, one rec-

ognizable scene from Sister

Emmerich stood out: After Christ is

scourged, Pilate's wife takes towels to

a grief-stricken Mary so she can wipe

up the blood.

Sister Emmerich also envisioned

Satan as physically present among
the crowd as it called for Jesus' death

and witnessed his suffering. Gibson
ended up casting a woman as Satan,

which raised questions at the Vatican.

"The introduction of the figure of

the devil does not seem in accordance

with what is in Scripture," said U.S.

Archbishop John P. Foley, the

Vatican's top communications official,

who has praised Gibson's film.

Throughout Sister Emmerich's
narratives on the Passion, Jews are

portrayed negatively and repeatedly

called "wicked," "cruel" and
"hardhearted." Yet that is not seen as

a big problem among the Vatican's

saint makers, who have downplayed
her writings.

In fact, the very thing that is

catapulting Sister Emmerich to wider

fame — her mystical account of the

Passion — was ultimately given no
weight by the Vatican experts who
have prepared the way for her beatifi-

cation.

One official explained Sister

Emmerich was practically illiterate,

and her visions were written down by
a popular romantic poet of the time,

Clemens Brentano. Brentano pub-
lished them after her death, and
there's no way to tell how much lib-

erty he took.
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Sister Anne Catherine Emmerich is

depicted in a holy card image from the

Augustinian order. The German nun, a

mystic and stigmatic, died in 1824 at

age 49. Mel Gibson has said he was

inspired to mal^e his movie about

Christ's passion in part by the book "The

Dolorous Passion of Our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ," which Is attributed to

Sister Emmerich.

"Since it was impossible to distin-

guish what derives from Sister

Emmerich and what is embroidery or

additions, we could not take these

writings as a criteria. Therefore, they

were simply discarded completely
from all the work for the cause," said

Jesuit Father Peter Gumpel, who
helped study the issue for the

Vatican's Congregation for Saints'

Causes.

In fact, Vatican officials said a

common misperception is that in ap-

proving a sainthood cause, the church

is giving a stamp of approval to ev-

erything the person may have writ-

ten.

"When writings are approved, it's

in a negative sense: that there's noth-

ing in them against faith and morals.

That's not the same as a positive ap-

proval," said one official of the

Vatican's sainthood congregation.

So what has promoted Sister

Emmerich "venerable" and worthy of

beatification?

"She's being judged ... not on the

basis of what she's written but on the

basis of her virtues," Father Gumpel
said.

Anne Catherine Emmerich en-

tered an Augustinian convent in

1802 at age 28 and became known
for her ecstasies, visions of the super-

natural and "conversations" with
Jesus.

She became bedridden in 1813

and developed the stigmata — bleed-

ing wounds corresponding to those of

the crucified Christ. A church investi-

gation pronounced the wounds genu-

ine. Ill for years until her death at age

49, she offered up her suffering for the

souls in purgatory.

With the release of Gibson's
movie. Sister Emmerich's written

works are being promoted with new
energy. Web sites citing "the book
that inspired Mel Gibson's 'Passion'

project" offer her writings on the pas-

sion, as well as her other volumes on
the life of Christ, on Mary and on

biblical revelations.

Yet in spite pf all this new atten-

tion, the Vatican has not set a date for

Sister Emmerich's beatification. The
ceremony coyld occur any time, since

last year the Vatican approved a

miracle attributed to her intercession.

Is the Vatican trying to avoid the

impression of a "tie-in" with Gibson's

movie?
Ambrosi said the reason is some-

thing more practical. It seeiTiS Sister

Emmerich's native Archdiocese of

Munster would like her to be beati-

fied along with Cardinal Clemens
Van Galen, an outspoken opponent of

Hitler, whose cause is still waiting

approval of a miracle.

In promotional terms, the

church's agenda is clearly not

Hollywood's agenda.
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Book collects Vatican II teaching

on church's relationship to Jews
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The U.S.

bishops' Committee on Ecumenical

and Interreligious Affairs has pub-

lished a compilation of Catholic

teaching since the Second Vatican

Council on the church's relationship

with Jews and Judaism.

Titled "The Bible, the Jews, and

the Death of Jesus: A Collection of

Catholic Documents," the book in-

cludes excerpts from the Vatican II

document on relations with non-

Christian religions, "Nostra Aetate,"

which condemned all forms of anti-

Semitism and affirms the continuing

validity of God's covenant with the

Jews.

It also contains "Criteria for the

Evaluation of Dramatizations of the

Passion," a 1988 document from the

Committee on Ecumenical and In-

terreligious Affairs.

The book, announced Feb. 11,

was scheduled to be officially re-

leased Feb. 23, two days before the

Ash Wednesday theatrical premiere

of Mel Gibson's "The Passion of the

Christ," which some Catholic schol-

ars and U.S. Jewish leaders have said

could foster anti-Semitism.

Other documents in the book in-

clude "Notes on the Correct Way to

Present the Jews and Judaism in the

Preaching and Catechesis in the Ro-

man Catholic Church," which was a

1985 document by the Pontifical

Commission for Religious Relations

With the Jews, and "God's Mercy
Endures Forever: Guidelines on the

Presentation of Jews and Judaism in

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: FEB. 29, 2004

Catholic Preaching," a 1988 docu-

ment by the U.S. bishops' Committee

on the Liturgy.

"Behind all of these statements

lies the determination of the church

to oppose anti-Semitism and to un-

derstand more fully the salvation of

all humanity in Christ while affirm-

ing the unique place of Jews and

Judaism in the unfolding of the mys-

teries of salvation universally pro-

claimed by the church," said Bishop

Stephen E. Blaire of Stockton, Calif,

chairman of the bishops' Committee

for Ecumenical and Interreligious

Affairs.

He made the comments in a

statement accompanying the an-

nouncement of the book's publica-

tion.

"The documents included de-

velop Catholic teaching on the inter-

pretation of Scripture, Catholic un-

derstanding and proper presentation

of the passion and death of Christ,

and the church's ongoing condemna-

tion of the sin of anti-Semitism," he

added.

Bishop Blaire credited Cardinal

William H. Keeler of Baltimore, epis-

copal moderator for Catholic-Jewish

relations, with the idea of publishing

an anthology of Catholic teaching on

Jews and Judaism.

In his statement. Bishop Blaire

quoted Cardinal Keeler: "Any Chris-

tians involved in the presentation of

the events of Jesus' death must hold,

in the words of the 1974 guidelines

of the Holy See to implement 'Nostra

Aetate' No. 4, aa 'overriding preoc-

cupation' not only to avoid portray-

als of Jews that might lead to collec-

tive guilt, but also to replace them

with positive ones." These guidelines

are also included in "The Bible, the

Jews, and the Death of Jesus."

"Nostra Aetate" repudiated all

forms of anti-Semitism and called on

Catholics to build mutual respect

and understanding with Jews.

Editor's Note: "TheBibk, tJieJews, and

the Death of Jesus: A Collection of CatlioHc

Documents" can be orderedfor $11.95 per

copy by calling: (800) 235-8722.
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BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Outmann, Maria and their six chil-

dren, a Kurdish refugee family, have

worked hard to make a life in the United

States although struggling financially

since coming here four years ago.

I visit Maria in their small apart-

ment almost weekly, and I usually bring

extra household items, clothing or a few

groceries. At Thanksgiving each year, I

take them a turkey.

But on my third Thanksgiving tur-

key delivery my conscience started nag-

ging me: Why are you taking them a

turkey? They can use the food, plus I

want to let them in on our American

tradition. Thanksgiving is about cel-

ebrating family and God's providence.

Why don't you invite them to Thanks-

giving dinner in your home? (Gasp!)

My brother and his family are

coming.

So? Haven't you had more than one

family before?

I want it to be just us, cozy and

comfortable.

The nagging didn't let up.

When finally I invited Maria and

her famQy for Thanksgiving dinner, she'

squealed and clapped her hands. (She

never did that at the arrival of a fi-ozen

turkey.) The celebration itself was wQd
with dishes, food and people everywhere.

Conversation spilled into every room of

the house, loud, animated and punctu-

ated with laughter. My sister-inVlaw

said what we all thought: It was the best

Thanksgiving ever!

That Thanksgiving story speaks to

this weekend's Lenten readings that remind

US: We are not God. What we have in this

life is a result ofour loving God's generosity,

not something we somehow deserve.

For me, the temptation is to think

it's all mine to be selfishly hoarded, con-

sumed or parsimoniously doled out to

whomever I deem worthy. (How good of

me to pick up an extra $10 turkey.) But

the Old Testament passage explains

"first fi-uits," the concept that we give

back to our generous God the first and

best — not the leftovers or extra — of

the gifts bestowed on us.

God has provided me a lifetime of

security in a comfortable home with a

loving family — all available to be

shared. What are home, family and cel-

ebration for if not simply to show me the

nature of God's love? If I'm going to

return that love, it can be no less.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 22 FEBRUARY 28

Sunday (Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time), 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23, 1 Corinthians

15:45-49, Lul<e 6:27-38; Monday (St. Polycarp), James 3:13-18, Mark 9:14-29; Tuesday, James

4:1-10, Mark 9:30-37; Wednesday (Ash Wednesday), Joel 2:12-18, 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2, Mat-

thew 6:1-6, 16-18; Thursday (Thursday After Ash Wednesday), Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Luke

9:22-25; Friday (Friday After Ash Wednesday), Isaiah 58:1-9, Matthew 9:14-15; Saturday (Satur

day After Ash Wednesday), Isaiah 58:9-14, Luke 5:27-32

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 29 MARCH 6

Sunday (First Sunday of Lent), Deuteronomy 26:4-10, Romans 10:8-13, Luke 4:1-13; Monday

(Lenten Weekday), Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18, Matthew 25:31 -46; Tuesday (Lenten Weeltday), Isaial^

55:10-11, Matthew 6:7-15; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday), Jonah 3:1-10, Luke 11:29-32; Thurs

day (Lenten Weekday), Esther C: 1 2, 1 4-1 6, 23-25 or 4: 1 7 (Esther's prayer), Matthew 7:7-1 2; Friday

(Lenten Weekday), Ezekiel 18:21 -28, Matthew 5:20-26; Saturday (Lenten Weekday), Deuteronomi

26:16-19, Matthew 5:43-48

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Fold? out of Ihe way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We IrTstall

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St Thomos Aquinas
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The Little Tramp
strikes again

CNSflLE PHOTO

Charlie Chaplin, with his familiar moustache and derby, is pictured in a

scene from one of his classic comedies.

Richard Schickel's fascinating documentary, "Charlie: The Life and Art
of Charles Chaplin," illuminates the genius of a man who, for an entire
generation, entertained audiences the world over. And even today, actors,

directors and Hollywood craftspeople try to imitate Chaplin's astonishing
energy and brilliance in the hopes of achieving even a sliver of Chaplain's
success in entertaining the masses.

Although Schickel's documentary will hold its world premiere at the
Cannes Film Festival in May, the program will debut on the TCM cable
channel Wednesday, March 3, 8-10 p.m. EST. In fact, TCM will feature

Chaplin films and shorts each Wednesday night in March (check local

listings for details).

The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-II —
adults and adolescents. The film is not rated by the Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America.
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Making 'Judas' TV film a

'personal responsibility/

director says
BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Directing
the ABC made-for-TV movie "Judas"

was "not just a job, but a personal

obligation, a personal responsibility

to the faith I take very seriously," said

Charles Robert Carner, a Catholic

with a long line of successes in the

made-for-TV movie genre.

"Obviously, as a Catholic, it was
important to me" to be able to tell the

story of the relationship between
Jesus and Judas, the apostle who be-

trayed him, Carner told Catholic
News Service in a telephone interview

from Los Angeles.

"Judas," which was originally

titled "Judas & Jesus," will air Mon-
day, March 8, 9-11 p.m. EST on
ABC.

Carner got the directing job
through his Catholic connections. "I

know Father Frank," he said, refer-

ring to Father Frank Desiderio, head
of Paulist Productions and one of the

executive producers of the movie. "He
was familiar with my work. We're
both in Catholics in Media . (Associ-

ates)," he said. "He asked me to make
this, and I'm very grateful for the

opportunity."

Although the Gospels focus on
Jesus, there are many characters sur-

rounding his life and ministry about

whom much is unknown. Carner ac-

knowledged the need to walk a fine

line between the excesses of past

filmed accounts of Jesus' life.

"If you look at 'The Greatest
Story Ever Told,' it's respectful to the

point of being tedious," Carner told

CNS about the George Stevens' film

that presented the traditional view of

Christ as God incarnate.

"But 'The Last Temptation of

Christ' was so self-conscious (about)

shattering myths, it's like (director

Martin) Scorsese was making a cold

movie," Carner said. "And I don't

want to trivialize people's religion,

which is what screwed up Monty
Python's 'Life of Brian.'"

Scorsese's film tried to present

Christ as tempted by Satan to give up
his role as Messiah for the life of an

ordinary man. The Monty Python
satire was about a contemporary of

Jesus who is mistaken for him and
eventually crucified by the Romans.

Carner believes he navigated
those treacherous waters successfully,

with the help of a solid cast.

Johnathon Schaech, who plays

Judas, has "a marvelous intensity," he

said. Jonathan Scarfe, who plays
Jesus, projects "those intangible
qualities of Jesus, a holistic sense of

care and confidence and loving and
values. I felt it was important the

viewers get a sense ofjoy from him."

Fiona Glasscott, who plays
Pontius Pilate's wife, Claudia, was
"almost Machiavellian in the way she

was able to influence Pilate."

He also lauded the script from
Tom Fontana, best known for the se-

ries "Homicide: Life on the Street" and
"Oz."

"You could make a whole other

movie just on the interplay between
Caiaphas and Pilate," Carner said.

The movie features scenes between
the Roman governor of Judea (Tim
Matheson) and the Temple high
priest (Bob Gunton) as they seek to

maintain a fragile political equilib-

rium amid the growth of interest in

Jesus.

"Judas" was filmed over 23 days

in Morocco in 2001, according to

Carner, a former member of the U.S.

bishops' communications committee.

"We were in the mixing studio

when Sept. 1 1 happened," Carner
said, referring to the 2001 terror at-

tacks that day in the United States.

"I went to work that day in a

state of shock. Everyone was (in

shock)," he added. "I called everyone

together, and we said a prayer for the

victims of these terrible attacks.

"People came up to me in tears

and said, 'Thank you for making this

move at this time.' It made them feel

as if their work mattered," Carner
said.

"Judas" stayed on the shelf for

two years after it was completed.

"There have been reasons put
forth at various times" for the delay in

it being aired, Carner said. "ABC was
waiting for the right moment. And,
with the release of Mel Gibson's 'Pas-

sion' and all the attendant publicity,

this was the right time. I can't say I

blame them. If I were ABC, I'd try to

find a good time to show this."

Since making "Judas," Carner di-

rected "Red Water," the highest-rated

original movie to be shown on basic

cable, and "Crossfire Trail," the high-

est-rated Western feature to debut on
basic cable, both on TNT.

Come experience a
Weekend Lenten Retreat!

Suffering: An invitation to

be in prayer with Jesus,

the Suffering Servant

March 5 -7

Donation: $160

($50 deposit due by 3/1)

A Celtic Retreat

March 12-14
Donation: $1 75

($50 deposit due W:^l^^J/-i

JESUIT HOUSE OF PRAYER
HOT SPRINGS, NC

€011:828-622-7366
e-mail: vpaul(5)nnadison.main.nc.us
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Local band strikes

chord with Abbey
Gaston Symphonic

Band, Hamilton perform

in Guest Artist Series

BELMONT — Belmont Abbey
College continues its Guest Artist Se-

ries with a special concert by some of

the best local artists in the Charlotte

metro area.

The Gaston Symphonic Band
will perform a free concert for the

public in the Abbey Basilica at the

college Feb. 22.

The concert will feature Suite No.

1 by Gustav Hoist, Suite of Old

American Dances by Bennett,

Amparito Roca by Jaime Texidor,

and Broadway one-step march and

"Saint Thomas" by Sonny Rollins, ar-

ranged by Aubrey Winter.

The Gaston County Community
Band was founded in 1993 by Seth

Kirby, band director at Mount Holly

Junior High. During Kirby's tenure,

the Gaston County Community Band
continued to grow into a full sym-

phonic band of more than 60 mem-
bers playing a variety of music.

To reflect this growth, the volun-

teer band eventually became known

as the Gaston Symphonic Band.

Tim Hamilton was appointed in-

terim director in 2000, when the

group's founder became ill, and per-

manent director in 2001.

Hamilton is a graduate of West-

ern Carolina University in

Cullowhee, where he performed as an

orchestral trumpeter with the

Asheville Symphony Orchestra. He
began his music teaching career in

South Carolina. In 1996, he was
named director of bands at Ashbrook

Senior High School.

Currently, Hamilton is the direc-

tor of bands at Belmont Middle
School in Belmont.

The Guest Artist Series at

Belmont Abbey College is made pos-

sible in part by the Associated Foun-

dation of Belmont, with additional as-

sistance from Sam Stowe HI,

Benedictine Father Kenneth Geyer

and Abbot Placid D. Solari. Karen

Hite Jacob is the series' coordinator.

WANT TO GO?
The Gaston Symphonic Band per-

forms in the Abbey Basilica at 3 p.m.

Feb. 22. The concert is free and

open to the public.

ach/ertisemen!

DEPART JULY 4. OR JULY 25. 2004

Canadian Rockies Tour

Offers 'Cool' Vacation
Join other Catholic newspaper readers for the most

"heavenly" sightseeing in the most pristine and

beautiful countryside in North America.

There's more than just the Canadian Rockies on this popular Your Man Tours

vacation. You'll spend a week in the Canadian Rockies and another week across the

border in the American Northwest. First fly into Sioux Falls, South Dakota for a scenic

three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta. In route you'll visit Fargo and Bismarck, North

Dakota; then north to Saskatchewan where you'll visit the Royal Canadian Mounted

Police Academy. Your time in the Canadian Rockies will include daily sightseeing.

Highlights include Lake Louise; Banff Nat'l. Park; Hoodoos; Bow Falls and Cascade

Gardens; a SnoCoach ride over the Columbia Ice Fields; Canmore, Alberta; Kananaskis

Country; & Waterton Lakes National Park and more!

Back in the U.S. you'll visit Helena and Billings Montana; Custer's battlefield at the

Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; Wild Bill Hickock and Calamity Jane's

Deadwood; Mt, Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial; legendary Badlands

National Park; and more! We include round trip airfare, motor-coach transportation, 13

night's hotel accommodations; we'll meet you upon arrival, handle your luggage, and take

you on some of the most beautiful sightseeing with unsurpassed scenery in North

America. Prices start at only $1648 per person, double occupy, including taxes and

airfare from Charlotte or Greensboro. Space is limited . $50 deposits are now due.

For a brochure, information, and reservations call 7 days a week:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-736-7300
Providing Carefree Vacations Since 1967!

Catholic students make

top honors
Second quarter honor roll announced

GREENSBORO — Our Lady of

Grace School announced its middle

school students who have been named
to the school's "All-A" or "A/B" honor

rolls for the second quarter grading

period.

The students earning recognition

on the "All-A" honor roll:

— sixth-graders Olivia Campbell

and Monika Chao;
— seventh-graders Tommy

Saintsing and Elanor Shingledecker;

— eighth-graders Leslee Flores,

Tyler Frankenberg, Heather

Hofmann, Ben Kirby, Elle Merrill,

Will Scott and Conner Sherwood.

The students earning recognition

on the "A/B" honor roll:

— sixth-graders Emily Byerly,

Nicole Curnes, Kevin DePopas, Jenny

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

OUTSIDE SALES REPRESENTATIVES: J.S.

Paluch Co. (est. 1913), the nation's oldest

Catholic publisher, is now interviewing for the

position of Sales Representatives for parish

church bulletins. Realistic earning potential of

$40K+ health insurance, paid vacation, tOlK &
training salary. Some travel required. Self

motivation a must. To arrange an interview call

Les Black l-8O0-432-32Tb0. EOE

PRINCIPAL: St. Anthony of Padua Catholic

grade school located in Southern Pines, NC, is

now accepting curriculum vitae for the position

of principal. The school's curriculum is faithful

to the Magesterium of the Church. Applicants

Hodgin, Ivy Kolosieke, Kate
McMullen, Ellis Murray, Rose
O'Shea, Teresa Pincus, Andrew Pratt,

Hilding Reich, Garret Roth, Mark
Sowinski, Aaron Toomey, Austin

Tritt, Michael Ware and Mary Kate

Young;
— seventh-graders Vanesssa

Abbott, Kim Anile, Kevin Englar,

Jenna Macksood, Lauren Martiere,

Helen McNamara, Josh Merrill, Cissy

Nitz, Claire O'Keeffe and Logan
Payne;— eighth-graders Trey Cheek,

Brenna Currie, Lauren Hill, Andrew
Justice, Alle Leonard, Jonathan

Leonard, Kelly Lynn McGee, Mary
Margaret Mooney, Jordan Nunez,

Rocky Pagliei, Jose Ruiz, Mariamme
Sadri and Corinne Smith.

must have a Master's degi'ee and be state certi-

fied in education. Salary will be commensurate

with experience. Since the school is expanding,

an applicant should be a visionary and have

fund-raising capabilities. Curriculum vitae will

be received through 3/31/04. The Very Rever-

end Jeffrey Ingham, V.F., St. Anthony of Padua

Catholic Church, ITS E. Connecticut Avenue,

Southern Pines, NC 28387.

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (70+) 845-

1416.

PRAYERS & PETITIONS

Thank you, St. .Tude, for prayers answered. AS

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!

Rates: $.60/word per issue ($1 2 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to cl<feerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feehck, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Catholic SchoolsJob Fair

^March 8, 2003

10:00 am -1:00 pm

Cathedral oTi^tth^ iKing

2699 Peachtree Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30305
www.christkmg.org

Faith Based Education

Competitive Salaries & Beil

SACS Accredited Schools >

Strong Parental Support

Teaching Positions in Grades Pre-K - 12
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FatherW Robert Graves, former

Hispanic minister, dies

BETHEL PARK, Pa. — Holy
Ghost Father W. Robert Graves, a

former director of Hispanic ministry in

the Diocese of Charlotte, died in

Florida of leukemia Feb. 4, 2004.

Father Graves was born in

Worchester, Mass., on Nov. 20, 1923.

He made his vows to the Congregation

of the Holy Spirit on July 16, 1944 and

was ordained to the priesthood in

Norwalk, Conn., on Feb. 17, 1950.

Following his ordination, his first

assignment took him to Puerto Rico

where he worked in a number of mis-

sions for 42 years.

In August 1992, he was assigned

to the Diocese of Charlotte as chaplain

for the diocesan Office of Hispanic

Ministry. He also worked with His-

panics at Our Lady of Lourdes Church

in Monroe until 1996.

His retirement years found him at

the Spiritans retirement home in

Sarasota, Fla., where he continued to

assist in replacement ministry until

his death.

Burial took place in St. Mary's

Cemetery in Pennsylvania.

In memory of Father Graves, do-

nations may be made to the Spiritans,

designated for retirement or for the

education of future Holy Ghost priests,

at 6230 Brush Run Road, Bethel Park,

PA 15102.

Brother of Msgn
Showfety dies

GREENSBORO — Michael
Showfety, brother of Msgr. Joseph

Showfety, died in Greensboro Feb. 15.

He was 83 years old.

A funeral Mass was celebrated Feb.

19 at Our Lady of Grace Church in

Greensboro.

Notes of condolences may be sent to

Msgr. Showfety at:

Msgr. Joseph S. Showfety

7-A Fountain Manor Drive

Greensboro, N.C. 27405

CORRECTION
Rev. Mr. Gerard LaPointe, permanent deacon at St. Margaret Church in Maggie

Valley, was unintentionally omitted from the staff box in the Parish Profile.

Order and save up to 80% on
prescriptions from Canada

Call today to receive your FREE patient information

kit and price quote right over the phone.

Questions? Give us a call, we're here to help!

We carry over 2000 brand name and generic

prescription drugs

Ask for Extension #334 and for new customers

YOUR FIRST ORDER IS SHIPPED EXPRESS
FREE of charge, a $25.00 value

Ministeringthe future of

tlie Catliolic Cliurcli

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Rlcardo Veioz, diocesan director of Hispanic youth and young adult ministry, displays

the certificate he received in recognition of his completion of the "Adult Counselors

For Youth Ministry" course at the Southeast Pastoral Institute.

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— Ricardo Veloz, di-

rector of diocesan Hispanic youth and

young adult ministry, recently completed

150 hours of study, "Adult Counselors

For Youth Ministry," at the Southeast

Pastoral Institute in Miami, Fla.

Veloz considered the most important

focus of the program to be psychology for

adolescents, where he learned how to help

young people cope with their problems.

Other courses included methodology,

Christology and sociology.

Adolescents may be the most

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzima
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofCohimbus

important people in the Catholic

Church today, he said. The sociology

course taught him how society

integrates adolescents into it.

"The courses helped me to better

understand the realities youth and

young adults, especially Hispanics, face

everyday," he said. "And also to under-

stand the Catholic Church's position on

youth and young adults."

Contact StaffWriter Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

THIS MONTH IN

-1992

QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES
GETS NEW FACILITIES

Then-Bishop John F. Donoghue

blessed a new parish family center and

education building at Queen of the

Apostles Church in Belmont Feb. 16,

1992. The new facilities were built to

encourage family life and social gather-

ings for the growing parish.

The 7,000-square-foot parish center

features a spacious hall, a large l<itchen,

nursery, meeting room and storage

space. A brick exterior matched the

church and adjoining rectory. The edu-

cational building, a separate structure,

featured six carpeted classrooms.

1.866.535.2764
www.ALLCANADIANDRUGS.com

Ask for Extension #334
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Perspectives A collection of columns,

editorials and viewpoints

Attractive concept

of ^enough'
"Ifonly I were thin enough. Then I'd

be happy."

Those words came to me out of no-

where as I twisted and twirled in front of

a department store mirror last week. I

was trjdng on a cocktail dress, watching

as the material bunched and stretched in

all the wrong places. I looked terrible.

In an instant I flashed back to high

school and saw myself standing in the

comer of the girls' locker room feeling

that I just wasn't pretty enough, that I

just wasn't smart enough, that I just

wasn't thin enough and that I could

never be really happy until I was.

Then something occurred to me as I

readjusted that too-tight skirt. I'd never

thought of it back in school when I was

busy trying to avoid showing off my
flabby arms after dodge ball.

"Enough," I muttered, picking at the

dress with my left hand. How much

Coming

ofAge

KAREN
DIETLEIN

CNS Columnist

weight loss was enough? At first I

mused 10 pounds— but wouldn't 30 be

better? Or 40? Was I looking to fit into

this particular frock or was I trying to be

as skinny as Gwyneth Paltrow? Did I

actually ever have a weight-loss goal

that I was going to stick to and be happy

with or was I just trying to pour water

into a bottomless cup, mistakenly ex-

pecting it to overflow with blessings?

"Enough" is an attractive concept.

Pope says Letter to

Ephesians tells of salvation

plan, God's love
byJOHNTHAVIS •

catholic news service

VATICAN CITY — Pope John

Paul II, continuing a series of talks on

prayer, said St. Paul's Letter to the

Ephesians offers a powerful summary of

God's plan for salvation and his love for

humanity.

At the beginning of the letter, St.

Paul's canticle— recited every Monday
at evening prayer — touches upon the

purpose of creation, the meaning of the

sacrifice of Christ and the importance of

the gift of grace, the pope said at his

weekly general audience Feb. 18.

The pope, seated on his mobile

throne on the stage of the Vatican's audi-

ence hall, read less than half his prepared

talk, and his voice was weak.

He said St. Paul's meditation at the

beginning of his Letter to the Ephesians

reflects on the fuUness of God's plan for

humanity.

"The canticle is a hymn to the sav-

ing power of God revealed in Jesus

Christ. In his infinite goodness God
planned before the creation of the world

to bring all things into one through his

beloved Son," he said in the English

summary of his talk.

"This mysterious plan of salvation

culminates in the mystery of Christ and

the church. Through Christ's blood

shed on the cross we have received re-

demption and the forgiveness of our

sins," he said.

"By grace we were predestined in

love to become children of God and to

share in the fullness of God's own life,"

he said.

The audience was enlivened by the

songs and chants of groups of interna-

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

tional visitors, who cheered as their

names were read by papal aides. The
pope was serenaded by choirs, small

bands and a group of harmonica-play-

ing pilgrims from Germany.

Near the end of the audience, the

pope greeted some 100 bishops who sat

behind him on the stage. They were

attending a conference on holiness in

modern society, sponsored by the

worldwide Focolare movement, which

is celebrating its 60th anniversary.

Focolare, also called the Work of

Mary, is a Catholic lay movement seek-

ing world unity through the living wit-

ness of Christian love and holiness in the

family and small community.

In brief remarks to the delega-

tion, the pope said Mary was the

"sublime model" of holiness for the

whole church.

Among the bishops in the group

was Zambian Archbishop Emmanuel
Milingo, whose brief marriage to a

Korean follower of the Rev. Sun
Myung Moon in 2001 caused the

Vatican deep embarrassment. Arch-

bishop Milingo reconciled with the

pope and the Vatican and currently

leads faith-healing prayer services at a

spirituality center outside Rome.

Society implies that once we get

"enough" we can coast through life much
as Gwyneth glides gently across the red

carpet at the Oscars.

But without a clear, definitive goal

"enough" becomes a lie— a false promise

of happiness, an undefined and often un-

attainable high point. It becomes the

carrot forever dangling just out of reach.

It becomes the treat that's forever in the

future, the Christmas morning that

never comes.

At what point does "enough" be-

come— weU, enough?

.

I didn't want to sacrifice my own
personal happiness on the altar of "never

enough." I wanted to play the violin, feel

the music flow through me and enjoy it.

So what if I'm not as good as Itzhak

Perlman? I wanted to write, to place

words together in order and consonance.

So what if I don't have a Pulitzer Prize

yet?

Big dreams and great ambitions are

necessary. I have quite a few myself I

try to keep them close— and in perspec-

tive. Because if there's one thing I've

learned in my experience with the word

"enough" it's that people don't have to

wait for it to be truly happy.

Even if waited for "enough" and be-

came richer than Midas, with the body

ofHelen ofTroy and the writing talent of

Shakespeare in my pinkie toe I still

could wake up one morning, face myself

in the mirror and say bleakly: "I'm not

good enough. I'm not pretty enough. I'm

not smart enough."

And I can't imagine how awful that

would feel.

There is happiness in the fiiture, in

the things that we will aU eventually see

and do and experience. But there's also

happiness right here — right now —
even though we are imperfect people,

even though we don't always win first

prize, get the guy or look our best all the

time.

And happiness starts with knowing

what's "enough" for us right here, right

now.

It took practice to eliminate "never

enough" from my life, but I'm quite con-

tented with the results so far. After all—
"I am pretty," "I am smart," "I am good.'

Don't they sound great?
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For Lent: Lessons in love

February is the time ofyear when it

seems appropriate to talk about love.

Clearly, St. Valentine's Day has be-

come associated with people expressing

warm affection, even undying devotion.

And if it makes folks feel closer and

fonder of one another to send cards and

flowers or share a box of chocolates, I

say, more power to them. However, the

occasion I'm really thinking of is Ash
Wednesday and the start of Lent.

Love is far more than an emotion: it

is a force of heaven. God's love for his

people is what propels us from the de-

spair of death to the hope of eternity;

from the mortality we contemplate on

Ash Wednesday through the ultimate

sacrifice of God's son on Good Friday to

his glorious resurrection ofEaster morn-

ing.

Whatever love we have for our-

selves, for others and for God exists

because God first loved us, not with

simple sentiment, but with a miraculous

power. I believe he expects our love to

reflect his own, with words and actions

that express our belief in the transform-

ing potential of love.

So, this Lenten season I have a sug-

gestion for what to give up. Give up

apathy and ambivalence. Embrace

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

God's 'love for your own. Think about

ways to put love into practice in all the

little and large moments ofeveryday life.

Think about what love really means.

— Love is pleasant when it would

be easy to be irritable;

— Love listens even when it's not

convenient;

— Love speaks Tcindly of those

whom others belittle;

— Love draws out the best from

those who oft:en fail;

— Love delights in giving attention

rather than in attracting it;

— Love respects the other's point of

view without necessarily accepting it;

— Love knows how to disagree

without becoming disagreeable;

— Love rejoices at the success of

others instead of being envious;

— Love puts up with others' idio-

syncrasies without being self-righteous;

— Love strives to make a bad situa-

tion better instead ofjust complaining;

— Love avoids causing unneces-

sary pain even when it's difficult;

— Love helps those in trouble with-

out expecting the favor to be returned;

Cardinal John Henry Newman said,

"One little deed, done against natural

inclinations for God's sake, though in

itself of a passive character, to brook an

insult, to face danger, or to resign an

advantage, has in it power outbalancing

all the dust and chaff"ofmere profession."

How small and insignificant love

seems when put in these terms — until

we try to live it. There's nothing easy

about pouring out love through patient

perseverance. Denying your own desires

for the welfare of another and returning

good for evil are considered weak by

those who don't have the strength to do

them.

So, when your thoughts this month
turn to hearts, that's fine — as long as

you treasure all love for the one heart

pierced for love of you.

For afree copy oftlie Christoplier News
Note, "Works of Mercy, Gifts of hove,"

write: TJie Christopliers, 12 East 48th Street,

New York, NT 10017; or e-mail:

mail@christophers. org.

The Assumption of Mary
1^ Q. As a Catholic I believe what the

church teaches about the Assumption of
Mary. But I never learned anyfacts upon

which this teaching is based. How can we
have such an important feast and belief

when there are no facts to back them up?

Or have I missed something? (Indiana)

A. I'm not sure what you mean by
facts. For many of our Catholic and
Christian beliefs there are no physical

"facts," if that's what you mean, to

support them. What such facts do we
have to bolster our faith in the pres-

ence of our Lord in the Eucharist, for

example? Or our belief that the Bible

is the word of God?
These are mysteries in the formal

religious sense; we cannot know or

comprehend them with our human
faculties alone, without some direct

revelation from God.

\ What Pope Pius XII wrote when
proclaiming the dogma of the as-

sumption (1950) applies to all divine

mysteries. The virgin Mary's bodily

assumption into heaven, he said, is a

truth "which surely no faculty of the

human mind could know by its own
natural powers" ("Munificentissimus

Deus," No. 14).

We believe that some authentic

facts, realities, are not certifiable by
physical evidence or purely natural

processes of logic. Among these is the

promise of Jesus Christ that he would
be with and guide his community of
believers, his church-, until the end of
jtime (Mt 28:20).

! He assured the disciples that the

! Father would send the Spirit of truth,

who "will teach you everything and

remind you of all I told you" and "will

guide you to all truth" (Jn 14:26 and

16:13).

The Spirit of Jesus will keep it

safe from any direction or teaching

that could get it seriously off track

and endanger its mission to be a sure

instrument and channel of God's sav-

ing grace for the human family. This

is an essential "fact" of Catholic, and
indeed all Christian, faith.

This leads to the further fact that,

while the church speaks sometimes
through the pope or the collective

body of bishops, the official teachers

in the church, the Holy Spirit also

inspires, and speaks to and in, the

whole body of the faithful on earth,

bringing about what is known in the-

ology as the "sensus fidelium," the

consensus of believers.

Pius XII's declaration of the doc-

trine of the assumption is a perfect

example. Before the operative words
proclaiming the dogma, he devotes

pages to explaining carefully exactly

what is being done and especially

establishing the extensive, centuries-

old belief of Catholics worldwide that

this teaching regarding Mary was
revealed by God.

He reviews evidence of this belief

in devotions and liturgy, in the dedi-

cation of churches, religious orders

and every sort of religious institution

and activity to our Lady under the

title of her assumption.

He explains how the teaching ac-

cords with Scripture and other great

Christian traditions, and why, for

more than 1,000 years, theologians,

including St. Albert the Great and St.

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

Parents aging

Thomas Aquinas, witnessed in its fa-

vor. (If you want to read the whole
document, Google search
"Munifcentissimus Deus" on the

Internet.)

Finally, four years before the dec-

laration, he wrote to all bishops, in-

quiring whether the assumption
could be proposed and defined as a

dogma of faith. "Do you, with your
clergy and people, desire that it

should be (defined)?" he asked. The
response was overwhelmingly posi-

tive.

Perhaps, especially dealing with

things of God, "facts" are where you
find them. As with love, God, beauty

and nearly all other truly important

facts of life, we do not understand. We
just know.

A free brochure answering questions

Catholics ask about Mary, the mother of
Jesus, is available by sending a stamped,

self-addressed envelope to Father John

Dietzen, Box 325, Peoria, IL 61651.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

Our Turn

THERESE
J. BORCHARD
CNS Columnist

I hate seeing people age, especially

parents. I want to color the gray out of

their hair and buy them a lifetime pre-

scription for aging cream so as to

erase, along with their wrinkles, my
fear of being left alone in this world.

Young adults are entering that

chapter in their lives when they must
decide what to do if their parents are

no longer able to meet their own needs.

The young adults remember with nos-

talgia when Dad didn't suffer from
prostate cancer and when Mom's eyes

were still good.

Each generation has had to care

for the one before it, of course. But
since many young adults are prolong-

ing the decision to start a family of

their own, a growing number of 30-

somethings are faced with the double

responsibility of changing diapers and

Depends.

"I thought the grandparents were

supposed to be of help to us when we
were raising babies," a disgruntled

and exhausted friend said the other

night as he flung himself on our couch

after a full day of work, grocery shop-

ping and helping his mom with a wa-

ter leak.

Some of our parents are 60 going

on 90, with many physical ailments

and complaints. Some are as active

and as mentally alert as they were in

their prime. They still swim or walk or

play tennis every morning. Some
work at their health; others live on

cocktails and smokes.

"Old age and the passage of time

teach us everything," writes the an-

cient Greek Sophocles. People either

age gracefully or awkwardly; they em-
brace life and its seasons of joy and

sorrow, or they defy it and resist the

rhythm of its days, shutting down all

vitality before its time.

We young adults can learn a great

deal from our parents on how to age,

which so often reflects how to live.

Research shows that those who
stay physically and mentally active

throughout their later years can suc-

cessfully avert and overcome many
diseases and cancers that plague their

inactive friends.

I am inspired by those in their

70s, 80s and beyond who engage in

life as fully as they did in their 20s and

are uninhibited by their age to try new
things. They have taught me to em-
brace life as a young lover, and to

appreciate each and every day.

EventuaUy, however, there is no es-

caping death and aging and gray hair

and wrinkles. I fear the day I won't be

able to worry about my mom and to

hear her voice on the other end of the

phone. Until then, I try to learn as much
as I can from her lived experience.
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St. Elizabeth Church serves parishioners,

others in Boone area

Photo by George K. Cobb

St. Elizabeth Church in Boone was dedicated in 1988 after a fire destroyed the

original church building.

BOONE — St. Elizabeth Church

has its beginnings in the few CathoHc

families and several Catholic students

at Appalachian State College (now
University) who were present in Boone

in the 1940s.

At that time, visiting priests from

Lenoir and North Wilkesboro cel-

ebrated Mass in the homes of private

residents or the movie theater in Blow-

ing Rock. One of those priests was Fa-

ther William Wellein, who in 1953 set

up the "Madonna of the Highways Mo-
tor Chapel" in Boone. It was often

parked beside the Carolina Pharmacy

and served a largely tourist population.

Father Wellein later began cel-

ebrating weekly Masses at the old

American Legion "hut" and was com-

missioned to purchase land for a new
church. Fundraising began by 1957,

and the first Mass was celebrated in the

new church in November 1958.

St. Elizabeth Church had no resi-

dent pastor until the Glenmary Home
Missioners assumed pastoral responsi-

bility in 1963. Glenmary Father Ed-

ward Smith convinced a few

More than 50 years of summer fun
and growth in the Blue Ridge Mountains

with outstanding Christian staff!

Please call for a brochure and free video

or visit our Web sites.

Merri-Mac for Girls

Timberlake for Boys

1 123 Montreal Road
Black Mountain, NC 28711

828-669-8766

www.merri-mac.com

www.camptimberlake.com

ST. ELIZABETH CHURCH

259 Pilgrims Way

Boone, N.C. 28607

(828) 264-8338 or 264-6347

Vicariate: Boone

Pastor: Father lohn Schneider

Deacon: Rev. Mr. Alexander Lyerly

Number of Households: 465

Father John Schneider

Glenmary brothers to come and erect

an adjacent Newman Center office com-

plex and living quarters for the priest in

1965.

During the Glenmary administra-

tion of the parish, the Catholic popula-

tion, both around Boone and at Appala-

chian State, continued to grow. The first

parish advisory board was established

in ige*. When Father Smith was as-

signed to South America in 1969,

Glenmary Father Robert Cameron be-

came acting pastor. He was followed by

Glenmary Father Robert Bond, who
helped St. Elizabeth to become finan-

cially stable and have a functioning

parish council.

A Ladies Guild was soon orga-

nized, and in 1972, the Diocese of Char-

lotte was established and pastoral re-

sponsibilities were returned to the dio-

cese with Father George Kloster as pas-

tor. At the time, St. Elizabeth Church's

rolls showed 303 members.

In 1974, Dominican Sister Ann
Griggin arrived as Catholic campus

minister and to serve the parish. In

1976 St. Elizabeth Church became
covenanted with St. Luke's Episcopal

Church.

In 1979, Father Frank Connolly

Coring for Charlotte Areo Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Wlint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

became pastor. Outreach programs
for the poor and disabled were accel-

erated, as well as efforts to reach

Catholics not attending church.

Birth Choice and Peace and Justice

groups were organized also.

By 1982, there were 414 registered

parishioners and weekend Mass atten-

dance during the summer months aver-

aged 600 people. The June-through-

September staffing of the Church of the

Epiphany in Blowing Rock was a re-

sponse to the influx of vacationing Flo-

ridians escaping the summer heat.

By 1984, the parish family had

outgrown the original 140-seat

church building when a disastrous

fire destroyed the structure. During

the next four years, business was con-

ducted at the rectory and Mdsses
were celebrated in an Appalachian

State auditorium and Boone United

Methodist Church.

The office complex, which sur-

vived the fire, was moved across the

street and rebuilt in 1985 as the

Catholic Campus Ministry Center.

Land was purchased for the new
church building, complete with reli-

gious education space, socializing fa-

cilities and offices. The new structure

opened in the spring of 1988 and was

dedicated by then-Bishop John F.

Donoghue on July 17 of that year.

Continued parish growth necessitated

the addition of two education wings,

which were completed in 1993 under

Jesuit Father H. Cornell Bradley's pas-

torate.

Father Damion Lynch served as

pastor from 1993 until 1995, when Fa-

ther Anthony Marcaccio administerec

until Father Conrad Hoover becamt

pastor in 1996. Father John Schneider

the current pastor, came to the churcl

in July 2000.

In November 2002, St. Elizabetl

Church became part of WeCAN, th(

Watauga Crisis Assitance Network, <

faith-bases ministry of churches work-

ing together to help the Wataug;
County residents in need.

Ministry life within the parish con

tinues to thrive, including active partici

pation in the faith formation program

the Knights of Columbus and campu

ministry at Appalachian State. The par

ish is also involved in Hispanic outreach

and offers a weekly Spanish Mass

In 1993, the parish received th(

Mustard Seed Award from the Nationa

Catholic Education Association in rec

ognition of their high level of involve

ment and participation.

Mon-lVi 9:.^0ani-5:30pm

Sat. 9:30iun-.^:00pm

Carolina
Catholic ^

Bookshoppe
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The essence

ofashes
BishopJugis

distributes ashes,

Lenten message

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE— Lent is a holy

leason ofrepentance and conversion,

laid Bishop Peter J. Jugis.

The bishop delivered the Lenten

nessage during his homily at St.

'atrick Cathedral on Ash Wednesday
^eb. 25. He called people to conver-

ion, and to reflect on the condition

•fchildren during the Lenten season.

"Every year our Lord Jesus Christ
ivites us into this holy season of Lent,
ecause he wants to work a miracle of
epentance and conversion in our heart
irough his grace," said Bishop Jugis.

"It truly is a miracle, isn't it, when
rod's grace can move our hearts to repen-
ince for our sins, and conversion to a more

See ASHES, page 8

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis distributes ashes during Mass at St. Patricl< Cathedral on Ash
Wednesday, Feb. 25.

DON'T GET CARRIED AWAY

Charlotte students

learn value of chastity

Photo by Karen A. Evans

son Evert recruits an student at Holy Trinity Catholic Middle
:hool for a demonstration to open his talk on chastity Feb. 20.

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

Editor's note: Tlie following
article contains material ofan ex-

plicit nature that may not be ap-

propriatefor younger readers.

CHARLOTTE — "It is

only when a person takes sex
out of a relationship that they
can know the value of love,"

asserts Jason Evert.

For many teen-agers, this

may seem like a difficult state-

ment to agree with, but Evert
believes it— and has said so to

hundreds of thousands of teens

across the United States.

Twenty-seven-year-old
Evert is a Catholic apologist

See CHASTITY, page?

I0««-66S^2 ON niH T3dW3

H0I133nCD ON

Weaving bright futures

ORB grant assists

Montagmrd refugees

I PAGE 5

Special report

Diocese combats sexual

abuse ofminors

I PAGES 8-9

-C :3^2

Parish Profile:

St. Pius X Church

I PAGE 16

VOLUME 13 N9 22

PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN

Bishop Jugis

addresses ciergy

abuse issues

Local, national abuse

statistics released

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CPL\RLOTTE— As part

of its ongoing commitment to

effectively deal with the sin of
sexual abuse of minors by
some clergy, the Diocese of
Charlotte released information

included in the national John
Jay study Feb. 27.

The study, conducted by
the John Jay College of Crimi-

nal Justice in New York, was
commissioned by the all-lay

National Review Board under
*

the mandate of the U.S. bishops'

"Charter for the Protection of

Children and Young People."

The report, compiled by figures

submitted by almost all of the

195 U.S. dioceses, presented

data on the nature and scope of
the sexual abuse of minors by
some priests from 1950
through 2002.

Also on Feb. 27, the Na-
tional Review Board released a

companion study on the causes

and context behind clerical

abuse of minors, based on a se-

ries of interviews with church

leaders and specialists. When
the bishops formed the board in

2002, part of its mandate was
to develop those studies.

The ^e-county Diocese of

Charlotte reported 13 priests

had allegations of sexual mis-

conduct made against them
since the establishment of the

diocese in 1972. Upon investi-

gation, two priests were exoner-

ated. The percentage of priests

with allegations against them is

1.9 percent of the 677 active

and retired priests in the dio-

See REPORT, page 8
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Movies, books,
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

COUNTRY IN CRISIS

CNS PHOTO BY William B. Plowman

A woman is led away from her damaged vehicle after it was hit by stones during

clashes between supporters of Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide and

opposition demonstrators Feb. 1 5 in Port-au-Prince. Haitian bishops appealed for

calm amid a worsening crisis on the island-nation that has pitted supporters of the

, president against those wanting him ousted from office.

CRS: delivery ofhumanitarian aid

tiireatened by unrest in Haiti

BALTIMORE (CNS) — Catholic

Relief Services said food supplies at its

centers in Haiti are running low and

deliveries of fresh supplies are threat-

ened by current unrest.

CRS, the U.S. bishops' international

relief and development agency, warned

of a potential humanitarian crisis in

Haiti if commercial and aid supply lines

continued to be affected.

"The situation is critical," Dula

James, CRS country representative in

Haiti, said Feb. 1 8.

That day, CRS began delivering

several thousand metric tons of food and

cooking supplies. However, the volatile

environment — including spontaneous

street protests, roadblocks and general

social unrest — could threaten the

delivery's implementation, affecting

hundreds of thousands who depend

solely on CRS food aid for survival, the

agency said.

CRS said roadblocks manned by

gunmen have made it difficult for sup-

plies and humanitarian assistance to

reach these areas.

The agency's partners in northern

Haiti have reported shortages in food

and household supplies. CRS was orga-

nizing support for parishes in the area to

distribute basic necessities.

Some 60 people have been killed

since a rebellion against President Jean-

Bertrand Aristide began in early Febru-

ary.

Rebels have chased police from

more than a dozen towns and cut supply

lines to northern Haiti from Port-au-

Prince, the capital, and from the western

Dominican Republic, which shares the

island of Hispaniola with Haiti.

The threat of violence and lack of

communication have left Haitian citizens

at the mercy of each day's events, CRS
said.

Hospitals and schools closed and the

cost of food, medicine and cooking fuel

skyrocketed. In Gonaives, the country's

fourth-largest city with a population of

200,000, ail commercial deliveries were

discontinued, CRS said.

CRS and Caritas partners contin-

ued to work in the areas that remained

accessible and lobbied for the establish-

ment of a humanitarian corridor to alle-

viate the suffering of the North.

Aristide, a former Salesian priest,

became Haiti's first elected leader in

1991. He was ousted in a military coup

shortly after his election and was re-

stored to power in a 1994 U.S. invasion.

He was re-elected in 2000 and now faces

accusations of corruption and political

violence.

Auxiliary Bishop Pierre-Andre

Dumas of Port-au-Prince told Vatican

Radio Feb. 17 that Haiti was "on the

verge of civil war, and anarchy reigns

over the island."

He said it was time for the United

States, which returned Aristide to power

in 1994, to remind the president what

democracy means.

English-Speaking bishops receive

copies of draft of Mass prayers
ROME (CNS) — Bishops in En-

glish-speaking countries have been sent

drafls of a new translation of the main

prayers used at Mass, but one expert

said the number of obviously modified

texts would not be overwhelming.

Msgr, James P. Moroney, secretary

of the U.S. bishops' liturgy committee,

said "the only things that were changed

were those things that needed to be

changed for precision or proclamation."

The English draft of the "Ordo

Missae," or Order of the Mass, was ap-

proved by the episcopal board of the

International Commission on English in

the Liturgy in January.

Copies were sent out Feb. 13 to ev-

ery Latin-rite bishop in the United

States, and other English-speaking bish-

ops' conferences were expected to dis-

tribute the text about the same time.

Msgr. Moroney said he would not

discuss specific suggested changes while

the bishops were reviewing and offering

Diocesan.-——planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE,

SWANNANOA — St. Margaret Mary
Church, 102 Andrew Place, offers Adora-

tion of the Blessed Sacrament on the first

Friday of each month following the 12

p.m. Mass with Benediction at 5 p.m. For
information call (828) 686-8833.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Why would an anti-

Catholic Presbyterian minister become a full-

time Catholic apologist? Gerry Matatics

will present a free, eye-opening talk ad-

dressing "How the Bible converted me to

Catholicism." "Will 'faith alone' get you

to heaven?" and "Is 'Scripture alone'

taught in Scripture?" This free presenta-

tion will take place at Ballantyne Resort,

10000 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy.,

March 14, 1:30-6 p.m. Bring your Bible,

questions and friends. For more informa-

tion, visit www.gerrymatatics.org.

CHARLOTTE — All women are invited

to join Women in the Word for weekly

gatherings for prayer, reflection on Sun-

day scripture, music and sharing experi-

ences of Christ in daily life. The group

meets each Thursday, 9:45-11:45 a.m. in

the family room of St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd. For details, call

Linda Flynn at (704) 366-9889. For

childcare reservations, call Jurga

Petrikene at 704) 907-0205.

CHARLOTTE — The Happy Timers of

St. Ann Church meet the first Wednes-

day of each month with a luncheon and

program at 1 p.m. in the parish activity

center, 3635 Park Rd. All adults age 55

their comments on the texts. He said the

Order of the Mass contains "almost aU of

the changes" expected in the parts of the'

Mass recited by the congregation.

The Order of the Mass includes:

prayers that are used at every Mass. It

does not include all of the prayers that

change weekly during the liturgical year

Catholic News Service obtained a

copy of the draft in late February. In

several instances, the new version of the

Mass prayers includes more literal

translations of the original Latin texts

including the word order.

For example, the proposed Glori?

begins: "Glory to God in the highest

and peace on earth to people of gooc

will."

The current English text says

"Glory to God in the highest and peaa

to his people on earth."

In many instances, the propose(

text uses more formal language thai

previously.

and older are welcome. For more informa

tion, call Charles Nesto at (704) 398-087S

CHARLOTTE— The 50+ Club of St. Joh)

Neumann Church, 8451 Idlewild Rd,

meets the second Wednesday of eac!

month at 1 1 a.m. with a program and lunc!

in the parish center. The March 10 pro

gram will feature a fashion show. For mor
information, call Lucille Kroboth at (704

537-2189.

6AST0NIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — Queen of Apostles Catholi

Church, 503 N. Main St., will have a Lentt

Supper-Study Wednesday evenings duriri

Lent — March 3, 10, 17 and 24, All ai

welcome. Community dinner is at 6 p.nn

with Catechesis 6:45-7:30 p.m. Topic th'

year is "Vatican II: 40 Years Later." N
pre-registration or fee required, no need t

bring food, all is provided by the parisl

For more information, please contact Det

nis Teall-Fleming, Director of Faith Fo!

mation, at teallfleming@yahoo.com c

(704) 825-9600, ext. 26.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — Many of us want to d

"something extra" during Lent. Th
Greensboro Council of Catholic Wome
will host their annual Lenten mini-retre-

each Wednesday in March at St. Mai
Church, 812 Duke St. Mass will be at 1

a.m. followed by refreshments. For info

mation, call Janet Law at (336) 288-602^

GREENSBORO — St. Pius X Churc

2210 N. Elm St., will host a Lenten refle

tion series, "The Purpose-Driven Lift

Wednesday eVenings, 6:30-8 p.m. Man
3-April 7. This series is based on Rii
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope approves six sainthood

causes; Vatican sets IVlay 16

canonization
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II formally paved the way
for the canonization of four men and
two women, the majority ofwhom are

founders of religious congregations
from the 19th century.

The six will be elevated to saint-

hood during a Mass May 16 in St.

Peter's Square.

One of those to be canonized is

Blessed Father Luigi Orione, founder

of the Little Work of Divine Provi-

dence, a religious congregation and
the Orione Family, made up of laity,

religious and priests.

Blessed Gianna Beretta Molla,
the only nonreligious of the group,

was an Italian pediatrician who be-

ame known as the "pro-life saint."

She discovered she had a uterine

;umor during the end of the second

I

^Varren's book, which is a journey to an-
iwer life's most important question; "What
)n earth am I here for?" To register, call the
)arish office at (336) 272-4681,

\SHEBORO — Father Joseph Mack, pas-
or of St. Joseph Church, will introduce the
'Jlurgy ofthe Hours, the prayer of the Catho-
ic Church as it is prayed by priests, reli-

gions and a growing number of lay people
hroughout the world. Join us and become a
lart of this beautiful rhythm of prayer.
This program will be held March 10 at 7
•.m. at the Salt Box, Randolph Senior Adult
lenter, 133 W. Wainman Ave. For more
nformation call the St Joseph Church office

t (336) 629-6221.

IICKORY VICARIATE

IICKORY — The annual World Day of
'rayer ecumenical worship service will be
leld at Emmanuel Presbyterian Church
/farch 6 at 7 p.m. This bilingual service
/as written by Christian Women of
'anama. The theme is "In Faith, Women
lhape the Future." The guest speaker will be
[iomara Palma. A native of Nicaragua, she
! active in lay ministry at St. Joseph
Church in Newton. For more information,
ontact Carole Marmorato at (828) 256-
9.56.

ALISBURY VICARIATE

lOORESVILLE — A Support Group for
'arents WTio Have Lost a Child of any age
leets the second Monday of each month at
p.m. at St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley
chool Rd. We draw strength from others'
Kperience of loss and grief For more infor-
lation, call Joy at (704) 664-3992.

INSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

LEMMONS — Holy Family Church,
820 Kinnamon Rd., will celebrate a Heal-
'g Mass March 1 at 7:30 p.m. with Msgr.

month of her pregnancy. In order to

spare the life of the fetus, she decided

to refuse an operation that might
have saved her life.

Molla carried the girl to term in

1962, but died a week after giving

birth.

The other causes set for canoniza-

tion May 16 include:

— Blessed Jose Manyanet Vives,

founder of the Sons of the Holy Family.
— Blessed Nimatullah Kassab al-

Hardini, a Lebanese Maronite monk.— Blessed Paola Busecchi-Tassis,

founder of the Institute of the Holy
Family and the Congregation of the

Holy Family.

— Blessed 'Annibale Maria di

Francia, founder of the Congregation
of the Rogationist Fathers and the

Daughters of Divine Zeal.

Mauricio West as celebrant. Reconcilia-
tion will be offered at 7 p.m. Sacramental
laying on of hands will follow the Mass.
Please join us for singing and hopeful
expectancy. For more information, con-
tact (336) 998-7503.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Fraternity
of St. Clare of the Secular Franciscan
Order invites you to a Peace Mealfor tlu

Poor March 7. The fraternity will serve a
simple meal consisting of soup, bread and
water. A love basket will be available
during the meal and the proceeds will be
used to stock the food pantry at Catholic
Social Services. The meal will be served
12-1 p.m. in the cafeteria of Our Lady of
Mercy School located at 1 730 Link Road,
Winston-Salem, N.C. Please join us and
help to feed the hungry in our area. For
more information, contact Sharon Jack-
son, SFO Minister, at (336) 722-7001.

KERNERSVILLE — The Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School Stu-
dent Council will host the American Red
Cross Bloodmobile March 1 1, 7:30 a.m.- 12
p.m. BMCHS recognizes the importance
of helping the Red Cross maintain an ad-
equate and safe blood supply, and every-
one in the community who is able to do-
nate blood is encouraged to attend. The
Blood Drive will be held in the school's
Krispy Kreme Athletic Center at 1725
NC Highway 66 South. The school is lo-

cated a block south of 1-40 on Route 66.

An appointment is not necessary but can
be made by contacting Linda Kennedy,
Student Council moderator, at (336) 564-
1010.

Is your parish or school having an event?
Please submit notices for the Diocesan
P.lanner at least 1 5 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

iarchS— 10 a.m.

ass with Permanent Deacons
ind Diaconate Candidates

Gabriel Church, Charlotte

arch 6— 2 p.m.

te of Election

. Matthew Church, Charlotte

March 7—2 p.m.

Rite of Election

St. Paul the Apostle Church, Greensboro

March 13

F.I.R.E. Rally Mass
Fort Mill, S.C.

Early public lobbying for World Youth

Day prompts Vatican criticism

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As
Germany prepares to welcome more
than 100,000 young people for

World Youth Day in 2005, some
countries, like Australia, are already

lining up to host World Youth Day
2007.

But one official at the Pontifical

Council for the Laity — the Vatican

office in charge of overseeing World
Youth Day events — was not pleased
with the early publicity of countries'

intentions to host future youth cel-

ebrations.

On Feb. 19, an Italian Catholic

youth Web site reported Australian

Catholic bishops agreed to propose
Sydney as the next city to host World
Youth Day after Cologne, Germany.

Reports also circulated that bish-

ops of South Africa and Bolivia
wanted their countries to be consid-

ered the venue for World Youth Day
2007.

This publicity prompted criti-

cism from the head of the Pontifical

Council for the Laity's Youth Section,

Father Francis Kohn. With prepara-

tions still under way for the World
Youth Day event in Germany, Fa-
ther Kohn said, it was inappropriate

to be announcing intentions to host
the 2007 event.

"This is not very professional; it's

too soon to announce such a thing,

and it wasn't very prudent of
Korazym to send this out so quickly,"

he told Catholic News Service.

He said it was the responsibility

of the Vatican to announce who
would be the candidates for hosting
the next round of World Youth Day
events.

"It's fine for the bishops to talk

among themselves about wanting
their country to host it and to come to

an agreement about it and then to send
us a letter of formal request. But to

publish one's intentions before even
making the request ... they risk doing
something that will work against their

intention," Father Kohn said.

Tuming a new page

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian

Unity, speaks with Russian Orthodox Patriarch Alexel II at the patriarch's residence
In Moscow Feb. 22. Among other contentious issues, the Russian Orthodox object

to Pope John Paul ll's desire to appoint Cardinal Lubomyr Husar of Lviv, Ukraine, as
Catholic patriarch. Cardinal Kasper told reporters he hoped to "open a new page, a

page of friendship" with the Orthodox.

THIS MONTH IN -1996
OUR LADY OF LOURDES JUBILEE WEEKEND "

Parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Monroe celebrated its 50th anniversary Feb. 9-11

,

1996. The jubilee weekend included a Mass and luncheon honoring parishioners who had been
there since 1 946 when the church was established; the blessing and dedication of an organ; a family

celebration; and brunch with then-Bishop William G. Curlin.
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Father Matthew Kauth, administrator of St. Francis of Assisi Church in Franlclin,

chats with participants during "The Four Last Things" women's retreat at the church

Feb. 13-15.

The last four things

Retreat explores leading spiritml life

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

FRANKLIN — The women went

to hell and back, sort of.

Approximately 100 women from

around the Diocese of Charlotte gath-

ered for a spiritual retreat entitled

"The Last Four Things" at St.

Francis of Assisi Church in Franklin

Feb. 13-15.

Father Matthew Kauth, adminis-

trator of St. Francis of Assisi Church,

and Father Ray Williams, pastor of

St. Mary Church in Sylva, spoke dur-

ing the retreat about sin, purgatory,

hell and heaven.

"It was a wonderful weekend,"

said Father Kauth. "My job was to

take them through hell and sin."

Hell, he said, "is the inability to

love. All sin is a disordered love.

When we sin, we turn toward some-

thing we want more than God."

To be a saint, he said, takes much

love. "Love is to give oneself away, to

pour oneself out in sacrifice," he said.

Everything in life is a prelude to

heaven, said Father Kauth, because

everyone goes through purgatory ei-

ther in this life or the next.

In 1999, Pope John Paul II de-

scribed purgatory as "not a place" but

a "condition."

Love, said Father Williams,

"draws us through purgatory, which

is actually a process we're going

through now. I compared purgatory

to a mountain we're climbing. This

involves a struggle; it's not necessar-

ily easy, but it can be adventurous."

Prayer isn't a struggle, said Fa-

ther Williams, but the development of

a relationship with God. By the grace

of God, people can be saved.

"Self-love leads to a hellish exist-

ence," he said. "Loving God and

neighbor is what saves us. Heaven is

union with God and one another, and

the glory to which we're called. I

wanted them to take away real in-

sight into that glory, and to be in-

spired by that."

Father Williams said the retreat

participants left the retreat uplifted

and with new ideas on how to ap-

proach the season of Lent.

Many of the women were in-

spired to strive for saintliness.

"It was real talk to help one be-

come holy, to become a saint, which is

what we should all be aiming for,"

said Bonny Dodge, a parishioner of

St. Francis of Assisi Church.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.

Mon-J-ri 9:30aiTi-5:.^0pin

Sat. 9:30ara-3:00pm

Carolina
Catholic
Bookshoppe

t Special Cards

t Religious Articles

t Unique Gift Ideas

704-342-2878
Fax (704) .334-3313

4410-F MonrtK- Road, Charlotte, NC
www.carolinacathoiicbooks.com

We welcome mail orders and special orders!

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Q. Wliy is Ash Wednesday 40 days before Easter? What is the significance oft/re number

40? How do you determine the date ofAsh Wednesday?

A: Because the early Christians regarded Moses' parting of the sea as an Old

Testament antecedent for Baptism and because Moses spent 40 days and 40 nights

on Mount Sinai before encountering God, Christians used the number 40 as the

length of the season to prepare catechumens for receiving the Sacrament of Baptism at

the Easter Vigil.

' The date of Ash Wednesday is counted back from the date of Easter — count

back six Sundays and then go to the previous Wednesday. That is Ash Wednesday;

those six Sundays are not counted as part of the 40 days.

Lunch and language

Photo by Karen A. EvAit"

Tiffin (Ohio) Franciscan Sister Andrea Inkrott teaches Spanish to diocesan employee;;

at the Pastoral Center Feb. 24. The Diocesan Diversity Committee sponsors th(,

weekly "Lunch and Language" program, which was developed out of the desire o

many employees to learn Spanish as the Diocese of Charlotte welcomes Spanish

speaking newcomers to Its churches.

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Director

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874 3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhotne.com

Toce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

1401 Patton Ave. 72 Long Shoals Road

Ashev'ille, NC Anden, NC
(828) 252-3535 (828) 687-3530

More than 50 years of summer fun

and growth in the Blue Ridge Mountains
with outstanding Christian staff!

Please call for a brochure and free video

or visit our Web sites.

Merri-Mac for Girls

Timberlake for Boys

1123 Montreat Road

Black Mountain, NC 28711
828-669-8766

www.merri-mac.com

www.camptimberlake.comMmi-Mac



February 27, 2004

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Brighter futures looming in Greensboro
Operation Rice Bowl grant assists Montagnard refugees

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

H Ngeo, a Montagnard refugee, weaves using a traditional loom from Vietnam.

BY REV. MR. GERALD POTKAY
CORRKSPONDKNT

GREENSBORO — Montagnard
refugees are weaving a brighter future in

Greensboro.

Last summer, parishioners from
various Greensboro-area churches
helped more than 20 Montagnard
women develop or improve existing

weaving skills. The project was made
possible through a one-time $1,000
grant from Operation Rice Bowl, the

Lenten program of Catholic Relief Ser-

vices, and donations from area busi-

nesses, according to Sister of St. Joseph

Phyllis Tierney, pastoral associate at St.

Pius X Church.

Meeting twice a week for three

months, 15 volunteers from Greensboro
:hurches taught the Montagnard
women to use electric sewing machines
to sew curtains, make skirts and repair

dothes.

Though weaving looms were com-
mon the women's homeland, access to

sewing machines was uncommon.
Christians from the Central High-

ands of South Vietnam, the Montagnard
a French word for mountain dweller)

nen would hunt and fish while the

vomen would take care of hearth and
lome. They practices a primitive form of
waving, utilizing six sepai^ate pieces of
wood instead of a fixed loom.

The Montagnards aided U.S. Spe-
;ial Forces during the 1960s and many
)ecame prisoners in re-education camps
ifter the Vietnam War ended. Due to

cooperative resettlement efforts of the

J.S. Special Forces and the Department
)f State, North Carolina is currently the

argest Montagnard resettlement site in

he Western Hemisphere.

The Diocese of Charlotte has
lelped resettle more than 600

THEOMDRt'
434 Charlotte Avenue, R O. Box 11 586

Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

(803) 327-2097

Holy Week —
Triduum Retreats

April 4 - 11

Individuals and small groups are

invited to join in the prayer,

silence, liturgies, and hospitality

of The Oratory. Directors

available on a limited basis with

ADVANCE SCHEDULING. The

retreat can be as long as you

choose.

Cost: $40/day (no direction)

$60/day (with direction)

Montagnards in the diocese since 1986.

Many of the refugees are those who fled

to Cambodia after the communist Viet-

namese government quelled their pro-
tests over intrusion on traditional tribal

lands and religious prosecution.

The Montagnards came to North
Carolina with a strong faith and limited

skills.

Minhthu Lynagh, a Montagnard
woman and St. Pius X parishioner ac-

tive in the resettlement of Vietnamese
refugees, helped organize the Greens-
boro Montagnard women into a

weaver's guUd.

Before relocating to Greensboro,
Lynagh worked with refligees in Wash-
ington and Florida. One ofher goals was
to help her fellow Montagnards build

unity and healthy relationships among
the different tribes.

Lynagh enlisted the assistance of the

The Catholic News & Herald 5

Greensboro Cultural Arts Center and a

local yarn company, which donated ex-

cess swatches of yarn. Using their six-

piece looms, the women began making
shoulder bags ordered by people in the

Greensboro area.

Pete Williams, a St. Pius X parishio-

ner and custom wood working business

owner, built and donated 3.5 wooden
looms to assist the Montagnard women
in their work.

As the women continued to work
together successfully, Lynagh encour-

aged fellow St. Pius X parishioner Amy
Debruycker to apply for the Operation

Rice Bowl grant through the Office of
Justice and Peace.

Each Lent, parishes and schools in

the Diocese of Charlotte participate in

Operation Rice Bowl (ORB), the Catho-
lic Relief Services program of prayer,

fasting, learning and giving. The major-
ity offunds from the ORB collection help

the national Catholic Relief Services

office's worldwide anti-poverty pro-
grams. The remainder of funds stay in

the Diocese of Charlotte, where the dioc-

esan Catholic Relief Services committee
sponsors a mini-grants program for lo-

cal initiatives on international issues or

projects.

The women received donated sew-
ing notions, fabric and boxes of thread.

In addition, eight donated sewing ma-
chines were repaired and given to the

best students.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information on Catholic

Relief Services programs and Opera-

tion Rice Bowl grants, contact Terri

Jarina at (704) 370-3234 or e-mail

thjarina@charlottediocese.org.

CCHD and CRS are part of the

diocesan Office of Justice and Peace,

Catholic Social Services, which is one of
the 36 ministries supported by the Dioc-

esan Support Appeal.

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

Sprinf Fever?

We've got just what
the doctor ordered...

1 551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

Come take a breath of fresh air on

our front porch. With fifty comfortable

hotel style lodging rooms, six meeting

and break-out areas, delicious meals

and snacks, miles of beauty on woodland

pathways and reflective areas, you'll be

feeling like spring through and through.

Call to plan your special event and

renew your spirit!

"ZJC^The Catholic
p. Confereiice

Center

OhQck out our website

www.catholicconference.org

info@cathoticconference.org

5505 MonroeM Charlotte. NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus
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Lawyer di

religion in post-9/11 world

AROUND THE DIOCESE

Are students customers,

or not?
Renowned speaker latest headlinerfor Cuthhert

Allen Lecture Series

BELMONT— GQ Bailie, J.D., wiU

present "Religious Violence in the 2\st

Century" as part of the Cuthbert Allen

Lecture Series at Belmont Abbey Col-

lege March 10.

The events of Sept. 11, 2001 shat-

tered the way Americans perceive

safety and security. The results have

been long lines ofscreenings at airports,

the deportation of thousands of immi-

grants with visa problems and the vigi-

lant eye by nearly every American to

thwart any future terrorist threat.

Many are still analyzing the events

of Sept. 1 1 for its lasting impact on

American culture.

As a teacher, lecturer and writer,

Bailie believes the Judeo-Christian tra-

dition offers a way out of violence. For

years, he has explored the deeper spiri-

tual and anthropological implications

of the literary and scriptural traditions

ofWestern culture.

Drawing heavily on the influence of

French Catholic thinker Rene Girard,

emeritus professor of French language,

literature and civilization at Stanford

University, Bailie's book, "Violence Un-
veiled: Humanity at the Crossroads,"

won the 1996 Pax Christi USA Book
Award.

"We believe Gil Baillie's work,

building on the thought of cultural an-

thropologist Rene Girard, opens up a

unique, rarely-heard perspective on the

origins and psychological functions of

violence," says Sister Jane Russell, chair

of the theology department at Belmont

Abbey College and member of the

Cuthbert Alien Lecture Committee.

"As The Other Side said of his book,

Violence Unveiled,' Bailie's 'insight into

the roots of violence, and final message

of redemption and hope reflect a truly

innovative Christian cultural critique,'"

said Sister Russell. "This insight and

message seem particularly worth lis-

tening to in light of the current resur-

gence of 'sacred violence' in our post-9/

1 1 world."

Bailie joins a long list of notewor-

thy newsmakers in the series, including

Ralph Nader, Rev. Jesse Jackson, Will-

iam Bennett, Wendy Shalit, Sister

Helen Prejean, James Kilpatrick, and

last year's speaker, Boston Globe re-

porter Tom Oliphant.

Bailie is founder and president of the

Florilegia Institute of Glen EUen, Calif, a

nonprofit educational institute emphasiz-

ing the anthropological uniqueness and

historical significance of the Judeo-Chris-

tian tradition, especially the Gospels. The
Florilegia Institute is concerned with

today's cultural and spiritual crisis and

with more accurately assessing its under-

lying d3Tiamics, its perils and its promise.

The Father Cuthbert Allen Visit-

ing Speakers Program is named after

Father Cuthbert Allen who had an in-

terest in stimulating the Belmont Ab-

bey College community to thinking

about provocative issues of the day. He
provided a fund to be used to invite

influential leaders and decision-makers

fi-om all walks of life, including politics,

government, literature and the media.

WANT TO GO?

Bailie will speak in the Haid Theatre

at Belmont Abbey College on Wednes-

day, March 10 at 8 p.m. The lecture is

free and open to the public.

Come experience a
Weekend Lenten Retreat!

A Celtic Retreat

March 12-14
Donation: $ 1 75

($50 deposit due by 3/6)

JESUIT HOUSE OF PRAYER
HOT SPRINGS, NC

Call: 828-622-7366
e-mail: vpaul@nnaclison.main.nc.us

(Central(^quitu Yl^ort
Consolidate

High-Interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

LOW interest

& interest-only

Programs

PRIME It\TE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

•1200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT

$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

I'U help you realiwyum home ownership dreams.

No Payment
until

April 20041

No
Out-of -Pocket

Closing Costs

^Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

'liilci ( St lalc shown i.s Prime (4%). minus ) /4%, based on K0% or less LTV. Snl)i<-cl to underwriting conditions.

Philosophy professor debates higher ed issue at

Bradley Institute

BELMONT — For years, colleges

and universities across the country have

debated whether or not students should

be treated, in a traditional sense, as cus-

tomers. The answer depends on whom
you ask.

Some students argue they are, in

fact, paying customers who are in need

ofa college degree.

Others debate that the dangers of

forcing academia into a corporatist mold

would suffocate the notions of free in-

quiry, free expression, open discovery

and dissent found on campuses. By do-

ing so, they predict it would harm insti-

tutions and their students by devaluing

faculty and lowering academic stan-

dards.

Methodist College's Michael Potts,

Ph.D., will tackle the issue as he presents

"Students Are Not Customers: A Cri-

tique of the Consumer Model of Higher

Education" at Belmont Abbey CoUege

March 11.

The philosophy and religion

professor's talk is part of the spring lec-

ture series sponsored by The Bradley

Institute for the Study of Christian Cul-

ture, and is free and open to the public.

Potts will speak about the practical

issues of how colleges and universities

market themselves.

Potts believes the relationship be-

tween an institution and its students

should be a far different relationship

than that of a commercial enterprise and

its customers. He says if that difference is

not observed, a corrupting element is

introduced into the coUege campus.

Potts is currently an associate pro-

fessor and chairman of the Department

of Philosophy and Religion at Methodist

College in Fayetteville. As the co-editor

of the book, "Beyond Brain Death: The
Case Against Brain Based Criteria for

Human Death," Potts' area of academic

specialization is in the field of bio-ethics.

He holds a bachelor's degree .^from

David Lipscomb CoUege, a master's in

theology from Harding University

Graduate School of Theology, a Master

of Arts from Vanderbilt University and

a Doctorate of Philosophy from the Uni-

versity of Georgia.

Potts has published in journals in-

eluding "The American Catholic Philo-

sophical Quarterly," "The Thomist,"

"Perspectives in Biology and Medicine,'

"Faith and Philosophy," "The Interna-

tional Journal for Philosophy of Reli-

gion," 'The Journal ofMedicine and Phi-

losophy" and "The Journal of Near-

Death Studies."

The Bradley Institute for the Studj

of Christian Culture, founded in 1996

provides opportunities for business ex

ecutives, career professionals and clerg]

to examine relevant ethical, theologica

and philosophical topics within the con-

text of their modern lives. Program top

ics range from business, legal and medi

cal ethics to history and philosophy.

WANTTO GO?
Dr. Michael Potts will speak in the Student

Commons at Belmont Abbey College on

Thursday, March 11 , 2004 at 7:30 p.m. To

make a reservation, please call (704) 829-

7231.

La (BeClk Sposa
the beautiful bride

Couture 'Wedding gowns * ('Bridesmaids * Tfowcr gir[s * Communion

1 30 Matthews Station
C h a r I o 1 1 e, N C

phone :704. 847. 2255
www.labeilasposa.net
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Saying Ves' to love

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Students at Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School line up to sign a prayer book following

Jason Evert's "Romance without regret" presentation at the school Feb. 20. Evert

prays daily for each person who signs the book.

CHASTITY, from page 1

and speaker for Catholic Answers, one of

tiie nation's largest lay-run apostolates

of Catholic apologetics and evangeliza-

tion. He addressed the eighth-graders of

Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School,

the student body of Charlotte Catholic

High School and parishioners of St.

Vincent de Paul Feb. 19 and 20.

"It's important to have someone who
promotes the Catholic Church's message

of chastity in a positive, engaging man-
ner," said Father John Allen, chaplain at

Charlotte Catholic High School and di-

rector of diocesan vocations.

The Catholic Church's call for chas-

tity is the same for everyone, regardless

of a person's age or stage io life, Father

Allen said.

Evert explained he promotes chas-

tity rather then abstinence.

"Abstinence is sa3dng 'no' to sex," he

said. "Chastity is saying 'yes' to love."

According to the Catholic Answers
Web site, "some think that 'chastity'

simply means 'not having sex.' But
that's abstinence: what you can't do and
can't have. Chastity is what you can do
and can have . . . right now: a lifestyle

that brings freedom, respect, peace and
even romance — without regret. Chas-

tity frees a couple from the selfish atti-

tude of using each other as objects, and
makes them capable of true love."

Making a connection

Evert began his presentation with

an attention-getting demonstration. He
asked a boy to volunteer, and one
proudly hopped up on the stage and
towered over Evert.

Evert asked the audience to imagine

that he and the young man were on a

date. To set the scene, Evert gave him a

long blond wig to wear.

"Now imagine that we're at the

Grand Canyon overlooking the edge,"

Evert said, picking up his "date" in his

arms and stepping closer and closer to

the edge of the "canyon."

Evert compared premarital sexual

activity to carrying someone to the edge

of a cliff and dropping him or her. He
asked the audience if they would ever

put someone they love in such danger.

Romance without regret

"All boys feel lust, but they've been

lied to about what it means to be a man,"

Evert asserted. "Don't get your man-
hood by robbing a girl of her purity, but

instead by protecting it."

Evert quoted Ephesians 5:25-26,

"Husbands, love your wives, even as

Christ loved the church and handed
himself over for her, to sanctify her..."

According to Evert, studies show
that the earlier a person engages in

sexual activity, the more partners he or

she is likely to have, leading to more
breakups and more heartache. In turn,

these people have higher rates of abor-

tion and divorce.

Throughout his presentation. Evert

stressed the importance of today's deci-

sions on tomorrow's outcomes. He ex-

plained that a marriage between two
virgins has a divorce rate 70 percent

lower than the national average. Even
two non-virgins who save intercourse

for marriage are two-to-three times

more likely to stay married.

"The things that you want to do
with your girlfriend...would you want a

guy to do that to your future wife?" he

asked the young men.

According to Evert, respect is a key

component in healthy, successful rela-

tionships. A feeling of being used never
brings a person peace. Evert said.

"When you start having sex,

you're not spending time with each

other, but with each other's bodies," he

said. A lack of respect and communica-
tion breeds distrust, which often leads

to a breakup.

"Then you've given someone a pre-

cious gift who didn't deserve it, and you

can't get it back," he said.

Evert also stressed the damage
that pornography can do to young
men and women, because it trains men
to see women as objects. When men
marry, they transfer their fantasies

and lust to their wives, who cannot

live up to these impossible standards

of beauty and sexuality.

By rejecting pornography now.
Evert said young men are being faithfiil

to their future wives.

Evert also encouraged the young
women at Holy Trinity to dress and act

modestly.

"Girls will never convince guys to

respect their modesty until they con-

vince themselves of it," he said. 'The way
a woman dresses invites a man to treat

her as a gentieman would or as a beast

would."

Evert suggested girls ask them-
selves, "Am I a date or a soul mate? A
for-now girl or a for-ever girl?"

"Ultimately, God wants us all to be

happy," Father Allen said.

"The peace and joy that come from

chastity are worth more than all the

pleasure in the world," said Evert. "Love

means doing what is best for your be-

loved."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@cJiarlottediocese.org.

SOUTHEAST #
presented by

RALLY

Good News Ministries

SATURDAY, MARCH 13

9 am - 6 pm
(doors open at 8 am)

MAKE THIS YOUR LENTEN RETREAT! RECONCILIATION WILL BE AVAILABLE.
Faith
- a challenge to Catholics to renew and
deepen their relationship with tlte Lord

RALPH MARTIN
Ralph is the founding President of Renewal Ministries, a

Catholic nussion organization, and hosts a popular weekly
television series. The Choices We Face. Ralph is also the

founding editor of New Covenant magazine cind author of

several books. He presently leads The Word of God, an
ecumenical Christian community in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Intercession
- a call to united prayer as our most important spiritual weapon
available for renewing theface oftlie earth

SR. ANN SfflELDS, SGt
Sr. Ann is the superior of the Servants of God's Love in

Lansing, Michigan, and is a regular co-host on the

television program. The Choices We Face. She also hosts a

radio program. Foodfor the ]oumey. She is the author of

several books, including Fire in My Heart, and is a frequent
conference speaker.

Repentance
- an exhortation to turn awayfrom
sin to a Omst-centered, Spirit-filled life

FR. MICHAEL SCANLAN, TOR
Fr. Michael is the Chancellor and former President of

Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio, and was
ordained in 1964. In 1990, he was awarded the Cross Pro
Ecciesia et Pontifice by Pope John 11. He has authored several

books including his autobiography, Let the Fire Fall.

Evangelism
- an invitation to spread the Good News
of salvation and the gift ofauthentic Catholicism

PETER HERBECK '

Peter is Director of Missions at Renewal Ministries and has
served numerous retreats, conferences, rallies, and events
around the world. Much of his work has been devoted to

helping equip Catholics for ministry through training in

the exercise of spiritual gifts.

MOST REV. PETER J. JUGIS, JCD
"Come to experience with me an occasion of grace and
deepen your commitment to Christ, his Gospel, and the

Church. This will be a moving demonstration of faith as we
respond to the call by Pope John Paul II for a new
evangelization."

— Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis, Bishop of Charlotte

MOST REV. ROBERT J. BAKER, STD
HOMILIST
"My hope and prayer is that all who attend the FIRE Rally

will experience a deeper conversion, a greater desire for

reconciliation, and a willingness to be more fully involved

in the new evangelization to which our Holy Father has
called us."

- Most Reverend Robert J. Baker, Bishop of Charleston

WILLIAM G. CURLIN, DD, BISHOP EMERITUS OF CHARLOTTE
"The Fire Rally is needed more today than ever when the teachings of the

Chtirch are under attack."

Tickets: $25 ( No charge for Clergy and Religious)

Online registration: www.fireministry.org/charlotte

704-521-9949

Email: carolinaevents2@aol.com

A CATHOLIC ALLIANCE OF
FAITH, INTERCESSION, REPENTANCE, AND EVANGEUSM

CHARLOTTE BOBCATS TRAINING CENTER
FORT MILL, SC (1-77 Exit 88)
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Local, national statistics

SPECIAL REPORT
February 27, 2004
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cese between 1972 and 2002.

During this same period of 30 years,

18 allegations of sexual misconduct

were made against the 13 priests in the

Diocese of Charlotte, and the diocese

paid $704,439 for counseling and other

ser\'ices to victims, and for legal fees.

In 2003, an additional amount of

$10,892 was paid for counseling. How-

ever, no new allegations regarding sexual

abuse of minors by clergy were reported.

Diocesan insurance fonds and the di-

ocesan general fijnd were used for pay-

ment. No money from the Diocesan Sup-

port Appeal nor parish savings were

used.

'The publication of this information

affirms the pledge of the Diocese ofChar-

lotte to root out the sinful crime of sex

abuse and to do everything humanly

possibly to make sure that it will not

recur," said Bishop Peter J. Jugis.

The bishop addressed the sexual

abuse ofminors by some clergy during his

homily at St. Patrick Cathedral on Ash

Wednesday, Feb. 25. He also called Catho-

lics to prayer during this season ofLent

'The theme for Lent this year as set

forth by Pope John Paul II is, "Whoever

receives one such child in my name re-

ceives me.' It is an invitation for all of us,

Catholic or not, to reflect upon the condi-

tion of children and especially those chil-

dren who have been profoundly hurt by

the violence of adults," said Bishop Jugis.

"We are called to protect children

and young people," he said.

Nationalperspective

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

president Bishop Wilton D. Gregory of

Belleville, lU., noted that "we don't have

comparable statistics" from other orga-

nizations or professions that could be

used to gauge the significance of the

John Jay data on clerical abusers and

their victims.

"I would like to believe that the

Catholic Church is taking a bold step

not only because of the seriousness of

this issue for us, but the seriousness of

this issue for all of society. ... I trust that

what we are doing will advance the

knowledge of this horrible crime in other

venues," he said.

In the Feb. 27 report of national

figures covering 1950-2002, the total

number of priests with allegations of

abuse is 4,932. The report said there

were 109,694 active priests in this time

period, and using this number, 4.0 per-

cent of all priests active between 1950

and 2002 had allegations of abuse.

A total of 10,667 individuals made
allegations of child sexual abuse by

priests. Of those who alleged abuse, the

study contained information that 17.2

percent of them had siblings who were

also allegedly abused.

The report said the amount of

money already paid as a result of allega-

tions, to victims, for the treatment of

priests and for legal expenses was

$507,000,000 (including a highly publi-

cized $85,000,000 settlement not in-

cluded in the surveys from dioceses).

Thomas Plante, a psychology

professorin California who treats clergy

sex abusers and their victims, said the 4

percent figure is keeping with previous

estimates and may not be far offfrom the

general adult male population.

He said there is child sex abuse in

other religions and in professions such

as teaching and coaching.

'The bishops can't change history,

but we can make sure that it is not

repeated by determining the nature and

scope of the problem," said Bishop

Jugis. "With this information, the bish-

ops can determine whether the steps we
have taken are adequate to the problem."

Protecting children

The Diocese of Charlotte was

among the nearly 90 percent of U.S.

dioceses in compliance with the U.S.

bishops' national policy to protect chil-

dren and respond to clergy sexual abuse

of minors, according to the first national

audit report released Jan. 6.

The report was based on an inde-

pendent compliance audit conducted by

the Boston-based Gavin Group, headed

by William Gavin, a former FBI official,

and overseen by Kathleen McChesney, a

former top FBI agent and head of the

U.S. bishops' Office of Child and Youth

Protection.

The Diocese of Charlotte was com-

mended for its early proactive initiatives

to ensure the protection of children and

youths under its pastoral care. In 1994,

the diocese adopted its "Policy of the

Diocese of Charlotte Concerning Minis-

try-Related Sexual Misconduct by

Church Personnel," which included the

establishment of a review board, a group

of volunteers not employed by the dio-

cese, with the exception of one priest.

The group includes a psychological

counselor. Their role is to review allega-

tions ofabuse and to make recommenda-

tions to the bishop.

The diocese was also commended
for its comprehensive Safe Environment

Program, which includes training pro-

grams and background investigations

for clergy, volunteers, teachers and con-

tractors who have contact with minors.

Since June 2002, more than 7,000

diocesan employees and volunteers have

completed the Protecting God's Children

Training Program to help them recognize

and prevent the sexual abuse of children.

Auditors also recommended the

Diocese of Charlotte's policy for report-

ing allegations of sexual abuse of a minor

by clergy be made more readily avail-

able. The diocese complied with the rec-

ommendation through regular an-

nouncements in church bulletins, The

CatJmlic News & Herald and its Web site,

www.charlottediocese.org.

"Here in the Diocese ofCharlotte, we
have policies, people, programs and,

most importantly, prayer to address this

problem," said Bishop Jugis. "Prayer is

the primary response for the people of

God when confronted with something

as evil as sex abuse."

"I pray on a daily basis for all vic-

tims, and I ask the 140,000 Catholics in

our diocese to do the same," he said.

Catholic News Service contributed to

this story.

Lenten message
ASHES, from page 1

faithful following in Christ."

The bishop said it was a "very per-

sonal dialogue" that Christ initiates be-

tween him and his people, "where he

speaks tenderly but insistently to the

heart: Turn away from sin, and return to

me with all your heart."

Ash Wednesday is the first day of

Lent, 46 days before Easter. Ashes are

blessed and placed on the foreheads of

Catholics to remind them of their sin and

the joy that lies in repentance.

"Ashes, as an outward sign of pen-

ance, were already used in Old Testa-

ment times, and the Church has pre-

served this custom to the present day,"

said the bishop.

The ashes, said Bishop Jugis, express a

desire for Christ to undertake an interior

journey of conversion within his people.

"The journey of conversion is de-

signed to lead us to the celebration of the

sacrament of reconciliation before Eas-

ter," said Bishop Jugis.

The Lord tells people to change and

become like little children to enter the

kingdom of heaven, said the bishop.

'This is the conversion he asks of us

all the time: Change, cultivate simplicity

and trust in imitation of Christ, who
identified himself with the little ones,"

said Bishop Jugis.

The bishop said Pope John Paul II

has asked all people to reflect on the

condition of children during Lent and be

mindful of them, because welcoming

children is a way of welcoming Christ.

"Jesus says, "Whoever receives one

such child in my name receives me,'" said

Bishop Jugis. "What greater source of

grace could we ask for during Lent than

receiving Christ himself?"

Too many children, unfortunately, ,

have been "profoundly hurt by the vio-

lence and misconduct of adults," said

Bishop Jugis. "Sadly, this has even hap-

pened to some children in the Church."

Bishop Jugis said the John Jay re-

port released Feb. 27 would "help us

bishops determine whether the steps^ we
have already taken to address the issue

have worked, or if additional steps are

still needed."

"Hopefully, it will serve as a model

for a larger community to follow in

eradicating sexual abuse of minors from

our society," he said.

The bishop expressed his "profound

sorrow" to "victims of this crime."

"Some clergy did not live up to their

calling to be an image of Christ, the

Good Shepherd," said Bishop Jugis. "We
are all suffering with "those who have

been victims of this immoral behavior."

The bishop asked that, during

Lenten practices of prayer, fasting and

sacrifice, people pray for "God's grace to

bring healing to our brothers and sisters

who are victims, and for God's grace to

bring healing to the Church."

'This certainly is the intention ofmy
heart," he said.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
of March:

Rev. John Huston

Rev. Francis Gorham

Rev. Robert A. Gibson

Rev. Justin J. Pechulis

1976

1981

1987

1983

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Steve Angrisano LIVE in Concert!

Friday, Mareh 5 at 7 pm

St. Aloysius Catholic Church,

921 Second St. l^E, Hickory

Come experience this talented. Catholic singer-

songwriter. He will wow you with laughter, song,

story telling, and hilarious audience interaction.

Space is limited, tickets: $5 ($15 family rate)

Info: Kellie Sheets (828) 337-2341 or
stalspraise@cliarter.net
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PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN

Chariotte priest removed

from ministry
Bishop addresses parishy celebrates Masses

BY DAVID MAINS
SPECIAL TO

THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD

CHARLOTTE — Bishop Peter J.

Jugis began his homilies at Our Lady of

the Assumption Church by expressing

that he would have preferred his first

parish visit to be under different circum-

stances.

Bishop Jugis celebrated all Masses at

the church Feb. 21-22 because Father

Gregory Littleton was removed from ac-

tive ministry and resigned his position as

pastor Feb. 20. That action was a result of

new information related to a violation of

'The Charter for the Protection of Chil-

dren and Young People" as reported by

the Diocese ofMetuchen, NJ.

In homilies that wove Scripture pas-

sages into his message regarding Father

Littleton's situation, Bishop Jugis said,

'The Lord is kind and merciful, do not

let your hearts be troubled or afraid." He
offered prayers for the victims of sex

abuse and Our Lady of the Assumption

Church family.

Father Littleton was a priest in

good standing in the Diocese of
Metuchen when he transfered to the

Diocese of Charlotte in 1997. No allega-

tions of any wrongdoing were made
against Father Littleton during his ser-

vice in the Diocese of Charlotte.

In fall of 2002, Bishop Paul G.

Bootkoski ofMetuchen ordered a review

ofpriest personnel files in response to the

sex abuse scandal in the Catholic

Church. As a result of the review, in

October 2002 the Diocese of Metuchen
sent portions of Father Littleton's psy-

chological assessment to the prosecutor's

oflBce in Middlesex County, N.J.

At that time, the Diocese of Char-

lotte was made aware information was
sent to the prosecutor, but Father

Littleton's status as a priest in good

standing was not changed because no

other information was supplied to the

Diocese of Charlotte.

Unlike the current diocesan policy,

the policy in 2002 said the bishop

needed a specific allegation in order to

take action against a priest — some-

thing the Diocese of Charlotte felt it did

not have in connection with Father

Littleton. Today, an investigation would

warrant the priest's removal from active

ministry.

The Middlesex County prosecutor

later declined to seek an indictment

against Father Littleton in the matter.

In mid-February, 2004, Bishop

Bootkoski relayed new information to

Bishop Jugis regarding Father

Littleton's case. Bishop Bootkoski also

said he was including Father Littleton

among Diocese of Metuchen clergy

counted in the John Jay study.

After reviewing the new documents

sent from New Jersey on Friday, Feb.

20, and considering the placement in the

John Jay study. Bishop Jugis removed

Father Littleton from ministry.

"This situation is difficult for the

Our Lady of the Assumption parish and

for me personally," said Bishop Jugis.

After the Masses, Bishop Jugis

greeted parishioners, many of whom ex-

pressed sorrow over the situation. Oth-

ers asked for additional details about the

bishop's decision, but ethics and confi-

dentiality rules regarding personnel

matters prevented the bishop from
elaborating beyond what was said in the

homQies.

Bishop Jugis assured the parishio-

ners that "God wiU take care of Father

Littleton and God will take care of Our
Lady of the Assumption parish."

David Hains is acting spokesmanfor

the Diocese of Charlotte.

MAKE THIT LENT MORE MEANINGEUU
Come hear Bishop Emeritus
William G. Curlin speak on

THE PRE/ENCE OF
JEAI/ IN OUR LIVE/

Tuesday through Thursday

March 16, 17 and 18

Mission of St. Gabriel Church, Charlotte

Morning sessions: Mass at 1 1 a.m.—
(followed by light lunch in the Ministry Center)

Evening sessions: 7 p.m.

All are welcome to come and learn more about
* Prayer * Cod's mercy * Jesus' presence in the Eucharist

Information:
Susan Krasniewski
704-362-5047, ext. 271.

St. Gabriel Church ^
301 6 Providence Road (at Sharon Amity)
Charlotte

Photo by David Hains

Bishop Peter J. Jugis greets parishioners after Mass at Our Lady of the Assumption

Church Feb. 22.

Protecting God's Children

In the Diocese of Charlotte, policies,

procedures, programs and people are in

place to combat the sin of sexual abuse of

minors. They are:

— A written policy to deal with the

sin of sexual abuse that was put in place

in 1994. This policy has been updated to

reflect the values expressed in 2002 in the

U.S. bishops' "Charter for the Protection

of Children and Young People."

— Procedures that encourage people

to come forward ifthey have witnessed or

experienced sexual abuse. The proce-

dures can be found on the diocesan Web
site, www.charlottediocese.org. The dio-

cese also encourages anyone who has

been a victim to report the incident to civil

authorities. The diocese wiU cooperate in

any investigation.

— People who wiU act as advocates

for victims ofsexual abuse. Three victims'

assistance advocates are located in dioc-

esan offices in Charlotte, Winston-Salem

and AshevUle.

— Training for clergy, staff and vol-

unteers. Since June 2002, more than

7,000 diocesan employees and volunteers

have completed the Protecting God's

Children Training Program to help them

recognize and prevent the sexual abuse of

children.

— The Review Board. This group of

volunteers, with the exception of one

priest, is not employed by the diocese. The
group includes a psychological counselor.

Their role is to review allegations ofabuse

and to make recommendations to the

bishop.

Diocese of Charlotte Review Board

Co-chairs

—Robert M. Gallagher, publisher

— Harry J. Grim, attorney

—James G. Babb, communications executive

—Sandy Butler, human resources

—Barbara Caldwell, attomey/mother

—John G. Engler, investments

—Paul Franz, hospital administrator

—Janet R. Kenny, MS, LPC, therapist and

consultant in child and adolescent therapy

involving sexual abuse

—Don G. Locke, PhD, college counselor

— Msgr. Anthony J. Marcaccio, priest

—Phil Tallmadge, retired marketing executive

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
!§»election

Driverswanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing Could Be Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

. for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Two healers offer help

for mind and body
REVIEWED BY EMILIE AST

LEMMONS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

"Riding the Dragon: Ten Lessons

for Inner Strength in Challenging

Times" has been on the Catholic best-

seller list since it hit the bookstores in

September. In it, Robert Wicks offers

wisdom for staying afloat during low

times of depression, burnout and grief

Wicks has been helping people de-

velop the psychological and spiritual

tools of inner work for more than three

decades. He is no stranger to dark

nights of the soul, both in himself and

others. A psychologist and professor in

the pastoral counseling department at

Loyola College in Maryland, his cli-

the

Hands That Touch
Hands That Heal

"Riding the Dragon: Ten Les-

sons for Inner Strength in Chal-

lenging Times," by Robert

Wicks. Sorin Books (Notre

Dame, Ind., 2003). 160 pp.,

$15.95.

"Hands that Touch, Hands that

Heal: The True Story of Sister

Rosalind Gefre," by Joan

Holman. Sister Rosalind

Christian Ministries (St. Paul,

Minn., 2003). 114 pp., $12.95.

ents often are other healers and helpers
-— ministers, doctors, counselors and

relief workers.

While many people flock to thera-

pists in an effort to run the "dragon"

into its cave, Wicks says greater inner

growth comes from staying with prob-

lems and, as the title suggests, "riding

the dragon."

"Often we seek security by either

running away from our feelings of dis-

couragement or attempting to conquer

them," he writes. "Instead, we need to

stay with them."

Among the ideas Wicks offers:

Simplify and "prune" your life if you
often find yourself becoming ex-

hausted. Find "renewal zones," such as

quiet walks, cheerful friends, or relax-

ing hobbies. Use kindness along with

clarity when you assess yourself Find

love in small deeds. And perhaps most
important: Allow yourself to rest in

your darkness instead of seeking a

quick fix. Trust that life will provide a

new way for you.

Wicks also realizes that there are

psychological and spiritual dangers

involved in "living a full life of.involve-

ment with others." Feelings of "futility,

fear, vulnerability and hopelessness"

can be contagious. To keep a hopeful

but compassionate hearty Wicks sug-

gests steps for a "spiritual review of

the day," a process that combines the

"countertransferential review" that

mental health workers use after ses-

sions with clients with the theological

reflection and self-examination that

ministers do in prayer at the end of the

day. It is an affirming way of conduct-

ing an examination of conscience.

"Hands that Touch, Hands that

Heal" is the story of another healer —
St. Joseph Sister Rosalind Gefre and

"her pioneering work in healing touch."

Back in the days when massage
was associated with prostitution more
than health care, Sister Rosalind
opened her first massage parlor in St.

Paul, Minn. She knew then what
mainstream medicine now confirms —
that the healing touch of massage can

remove headaches and muscle tension,

stress and toxins.

But at the time. Sister Rosalind,

now 73, faced city regulations that

shut down her business, as well as a

religious order that asked her to move
out because it wasn't comfortable with

the idea of a nun doing massage.

Almost 30 years later, Sister

Rosalind is regarded as a leader in

changing legislation on massage. She
has five schools and six massage clin-

ics in two states. Author Joan Holman
weaves the nun's words in with her

own narrative in this light biography.

Photographs and some of Sister

Rosalind's poems are included.

Lemmons is a staff writer at The
Catholic Spirit, the St. Paul-Minneapolis

archdiocesan paper.

Marys Garden
Catholic Books and Gifts

Books and special gifts

for ALL occasions!!

704-823-7244
866-823-7244

Tues - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm
3816 South New Hope Rd - Gastonia

(New Hope Small Business Center - Unit #27)

5 miles south of 1-85 - Exit 20

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MARCH. 7, 2004

March 7, Second

Sunday of Lent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18

Psalm 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14

2) Philippians 3:17-4:1

3) Gospel: Luke 9:28b-36

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Why on earth didn't they tell any-

one about it? They'd had the mother of

all mountaintop experiences. They had

seen, with their own eyes, their master

transfigured, his glory revealed in all its

dazzling, awe-inspiring splendor. They
had seen Moses and Elijah discussing

with Jesus the things that would befall

him on his journey to Jerusalem.

How could they not shout frorh the

rooftops the incontrovertible proof that

Jesus' claims to be Messiah were true?

They had been certain enough at

first. Peter had been so riveted by the

transcendence of the moment that

when Moses and Elijah appeared to be

leaving, he proposed building three

tents so the heavenly visitors could

stay and the golden moment could be

preserved forever. Yet the Gospel for

the second Sunday of Lent concludes

with an emphatic note on the silence of

the disciples when they returned from

the mountain.

Perhaps what changed their mood

from ecstatic enthusiasm to sober, even

frightened silence, was the command
they heard fi-om the shadow that over-

took them: 'Listen to him."

Listening to him, after seeing hiS'

glory, they could no longer ignore what
Jesus already had been saying — and

what they had been objecting to —
about the passion that awaited him.

With dawning clarity they began to un-

derstand that the triumphant vindica-

tion of Jesus, for which they werp so

eager, could be reached only by a path of

struggle and trial.

To listen to Jesus in the days ahead,

as we travel the Lenten journey with the

rest of the church, is to choose a path of

repentance and renewal. It is to recog-

nize that the conversion to which this

season calls us cannot be embraced with-

out cost.

May the prayer, fasting and
almsgiving which make up the disci-

pline of Lent strengthen us for the jour-

ney.

Questions:

WTiat is one fear that gets in the way
of my listening faithfully to Jesus? To
what Lenten discipline wiU I commit
myself as a way of sharpening my hear-

ing for the words of Christ in my life?

Scripture to Illustrate:

"After the voice had spoken, Jesus

was found alone. They fell silent and did

not at that time tell anyone what they

had seen" (Luke 9:36).

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 29 MARCH 6

Sunday (First Sunday of Lent), Deuteronomy 26:4-10, Romans 10:8-13, Luke 4:1-13; Monday

(Lenten Weekday), Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18, Matthew 25:31-46; Tuesday (Lenten Weekday),

Isaiah 55:10-11, Matthew 6:7-15; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday), Jonah 3:1-10, Lul<e 11:29-32;

Thursday (Lenten Weekday), Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25 or 4:17 (Esther's prayer), Matthew 7:7-

12; Friday (Lenten Weekday), Ezekiel 18:21-28, Matthew 5:20-26; Saturday (Lenten Week-

day), Deuteronomy 26: 16-1 9, Matthew 5:43-48

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 7 - MARCH 13

Sunday (Second Sunday of Lent), Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18, Philippians 3:17—4:1, Luke 9:28-3(

Monday (Lenten Weekday), Daniel 9:4-10, Luke 6:36-38; Tuesday (Lenten Weekday), Isaiah

1:10, 16-20, Matthew 23:1-12; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday), Jeremiah 18:18-20, Matthew

20:17-28; Thursday (Lenten Weekday), Jeremiah 17:5-10, Luke 16:19-31; Friday (Lenten

Weekday), Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13, 17-28, Matthew 21 :33-43, 45-46; Saturday (Lenten Week-

day), Micah 7:14-15, 18-20, Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

DON'T PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!!

125,000 people will read
j

these words this week!
Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

indimduals, tool ti »-

CXthqlic
Call (704) 370-3332 now! NEW5SHERALD
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Gibson's 'Passion' wiii be everything

and tlien some to different peopie
Film should arouse opinions^ deeper understanding

B\ GERRI PARE

I
AND DAVID DiCERTO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

- NEW YORK — (CNS) "The Pas-

sion of the Christ" (Newmarket) is an

uncompromising, interpretive dramati-

zation of the final 12 hours of Jesus'

earthly life.

Unflinching in its brutality and pen-

etrating in its iconography of God's su-

preme love for humanity, the film will

mean different things to people ofdiverse

backgrounds. Co-writer, producer and

director Mel Gibson has undoubtedly

created one of the most anticipated and

controversial films of recent times.

Like other films on Christ's life, "The

Passion" does not simply translate a

single Gospel narrative onto the screen.

Rather it is a composite of the Passion

narratives in the four Gospels embroi-

dered with nonscriptural traditions as

well as the imaginative inspiration of the

filmmaker. The result is a deeply per-

sonal work of devotional art — a mov-
ing Stations of the Cross, so to speak.

However, by choosing to narrow his

focus almost exclusively to the passion of

Christ, Gibson has, perhaps, muted
Christ's teachings, making it difficult for

viewers unfamiliar with the New Testa-

ment and the era's historical milieu to

contextualize the circumstances leading

up to Jesus' arrest. And though, for

Christians, the Passion is the central

event in the history of salvation, the

"how" of Christ's death is lingered on at

the expense of the "why?"

The fdm opens with a distraught

Jesus (Jim Caviezel) facing down evQ,

personified as an androgynous being

(played by Rosalinda Celentano), in the

mist shrouded garden of Gethsemane
and progresses to his death on the cross,

followed by a fleeting, but poetically eco-

CNS PHOTO FROM Icon PROtuc'icNs

The weight of the world

Jim Caviezel portrays Christ with his cross in a scene from "The Passion of the

Christ."

nomic, resurrection coda. Flashbacks of

his public ministry and home life in

Nazareth with his mother, Mary (Maia

Morgenstern), pepper the action, filling

in some of the narrative blanks.

Each flashback in the film is a wel-

come respite from the near-incessant

bloodletting, but more importantly for

how it conveys Jesus' core message of

God's boundless love for humanity, a

love that does not spare his son death on

the cross so that we might have eternal

life.

Concerning the issue of anti-

Semitism, the Jewish people are at no

time blamed coUectively for Jesus' death;

rather, Christ himself fi-eely embraces

his destiny, stating clearly "No one takes

it (my life) fi-om me, but I lay it down of

myself (John 10:18). By extension,

Gibson's film suggests that all humanity

shares culpability for the crucifixion, a

theological stance established by the

movie's opening quotation from the

prophet Isaiah which explains that

Christ was "crushed for our transgres-

sions."

Catholics viewing the film should

recall the teachings of the Second
Vatican Council's decree, "Nostra

Aetate," which affirms that, "though

Jewish authorities and those who fol-

lowed their lead pressed for the death of

Christ, neither all Jews indiscriminately

at that time, nor Jews today, can be

charged with the crimes committed dur-

ing his passion."

Overall, the film presents Jews in

much the same way as any other group
— a mix of vice and virtue, good and

bad. Yet while the larger Jewish com-
munity is shown to hold diverse opin-

ions concerning Christ's fate— exempli-

fied by the cacophony of taunts and tears

along the Via Dolorosa — it fails to

reflect the wider political nuances offirst-

century Judea. The scene of the stock

frenzied mob uniformly calling for

Christ's crucifixion in PQate's courtyard

is problematic, though once Christ be-

gins his laborious way of the cross Jew-

ish individuals emerge from the crowd

to extend kindness — including

Veronica wiping his face and Simon of

Cyrene helping carry the cross, as a

chorus of weeping women lament fi-om

the sidelines.

However, the most visually distinc-

tive representatives of Jewish authority

— the high priest Caiphas (Matia

Sbragia) and those in the Sanhedrin

aligned with him — do come across as

almost monolithically malevolent.

Caiphas is portrayed as adamant and

unmercifiil and his influence on Pilate is

exaggerated. Conversely, Pontius Pilate

(Hristo Naumov Shopov) is almost

gentle with Jesus, even offering his pris-

oner a drink.

This overly sympathetic portrayal of

the procurator as a vacillating, conflicted

and world-weary backwater bureaucrat,

averse to unnecessary roughness and eas-

ily coerced by both his Jewish subjects

and his conscience-burdened wife, does

See PASSION on next page

Noted Jesuit Philosopher Rev. Joseph Koterski, Ph.D.

will speak at 3 locations on

Pope John Paul IPs "Gospel of Life"

FRIDAY, MARCH 12— 1-2 pm
(part ofJust Second Fridays series)

St. Peter Catholic Church Annex (Charlotte),

Atrium Room (Annex located behind the church,

off College Street. Doors open at 12:30 pm)

In addition to Fr. Koterski, you will hear Maggi

Nadol, R.N., Diocesan Respect Life Director,

speak on Actions to Take in Support ofthe

"Gospel ofLife.

"

For directions to churches,

For information, call Joseph Purello, Office ofJustice and

FRIDAY, MARCH 12— 7:30 pm
St. Michael Church, Gastonia

Parish Center/All Purpose Room, open 7 pm

In addition to Pr. Koterski, you will hear Maggi

Nadol, R.N., Diocesan Respect Life Director, speak

>on Actions to Take in Support ofthe "Gospel ofLife.
"

SATURDAY, MARCH 13— 6:45 pm
(following 5:30 pm Mass in the social hall)

St. Eugene Church, 72 Culvern St., Asheville

visit www.charlottediocese.org

Peace, Catholic Social Services 704-370-3225

REV. JOSEPH KOTERSKI, PH.D.

Chair, Philosophy Department

Fordham University

Fr. Joseph Koterski, S.J. (Ph.D. St. Louis

University; M.Div. and S.T.L., Weston School of

Theology, Boston) is a priest of the Maryland Prov-

ince of the Society ofJesus. He chairs Fordham Uni-

versity's Department of Philosophy where he also

serves as Editor-in-Chief of the journal International

Philosophical Quarterly. Fr. Koterski has received

the Dean's Award for Outstanding Undergraduate

Teaching and the Graduate Teacher of the Year

Award. He has authored and presented hundreds of

publications and papers.

Sponsored by Diocesan Office ofJustice and Peace in

partnership with St. Peter Catholic Church, St. Michael

Catholic Church, and St. Eugene Catholic Church
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Gibson's passion
PASSION, from page 11

not mesh with the Pilate of history re-

membered by the ancient historians as a

ruthless and inflexible brute responsible

for ordering the execution of hundreds of

Jewish rabble-rousers without hesitation.

However the film is abundantly

clear that it is the Romans who are

Christ's executioners (a fact corrobo-

rated by both the Nicene Creed and the

writings of Tacitus and Josephus).

The Roman soldiers are

unimaginably— even gleefully— sadis-

tic in flaying Jesus to within an inch of

his life. "The Passion" is exceedingly

graphic in its portrayal of the barbarities

of Roman justice.

As depicted, the violence, while ex-

plicit and extreme, does not seem an end

in itself It is not the kind of violence

made to look exciting, glamorized or

without consequences. It attempts to

convey the depths of salvific divine love.

Nonetheless, viewers' justifiable reaction

is to be repelled by such unremitting

inhumanity.

In the end, such savagery may be

self-defeating in trying to capture the

imagination of the everyday moviegoer.

In contrast to Jesus' physical agony

is the emotional desolation seen in the

figure of the Virgin Mary. The viewer is

pierced by the depth of Mary's under-

standing of Christ's divinity and her

sublime acceptance of seeing her son suf-

fer. It tears at one's heart to see Mary
struggling to get close to Jesus as he

walks through the winding, narrow
streets carrying the cross. Seeing him
suddenly fall, she is transported, along

with the viewers, to Christ's childhood,

to a time when she was able to scoop him
up when he stumbled. When she finally

reaches Jesus, and he is on the ground,

crushed by the weight of the cross, it is

he who comforts her with his words,

"See, mother, I make all things new."

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

ACCOMPANIST: ".Sanctuary," the contempo-
rary worship group of .Saint Therese Catholic

Church in Moore.sville, i.s looking for an experi-

enced accompanist for the 5:t',0 pm Sunday
evening Mass. The group practices Sundays at

4:1.5 pm, followed by Mass from 5:30-6:30 pm.
Please call Anne Lanka at 704-799-0'H6 for

questions or an audition.

OUTSIDE SALES REPRESENTATIVES: J.S.

Paluch Co. (est. 1913), the nation's oldest

Catholic pulilisher, is now interviewing for the

position of Sales Representatives for parish

church bulletins. Realistic earning potential of

.$«)K+ health insurance, paid vacation, 401 K &
training salary. Some travel required. Self

Morgenstern's portrayal of Mary is

beautifijlly rendered, never more so than

in the Pieta-like tableau when Christ's

body is laid in her arms.

The juxtaposition of the wounded
and bleeding body of Christ on the cross

with scenes of the Last Supper compel-

lingly underscores how the Eucharist is

truly the body and blood of Christ.

Other indelible images include a derided

Jesus faltering under the weight of the

cross intercut with his earlier trium-

phant entry into Jerusalem and a single

raindrop — a tear fi"om heaven — her-

alding Christ's death.

The power of the cross is also keenly

conveyed. Jesus does not recoil fi-om ei-

ther the horrific scourging at the hands

of the Roman soldiers or fi-om carr3dng

the burdensome cross. Instead, he de-

clares his "heart is ready" and embraces

the cross as if comforting a faUen sinner.

These are truly moving and emotional

points in the film.

Cinematically, there are flaws as

well as triumphs in Gibson's film, such

as a recurring tendency to slip into the

horror-genre conventions, including a

scene of a guilt-wracked Judas being

taunted by little boys whose faces turn

into those of grotesque, macabre ghouls.

And close-ups of Christ's scarred and

mutilated body are truly horrible.

For those coming to the film with-

out a faith perspective it may have little

resonance. But for Christians, "The Pas-

sion of the Christ" is likely to arouse not

only passionate opinions, but hopefully a

deeper understanding of the drama of

salvation and the magnitude of God's

love and forgiveness. It is not about

what men did to God, but what God
endured for humanity.

Because ofgory scenes of scourging,

torture and crucifixion, a suicide and

some frightening images, the USCCB
Office for Film & Broadcasting classifica-

tion is A-III — adults. The Motion Pic-

ture Association of America rating is R— restricted.

motivation a must. To an-ange an interview

call Les Black 1-800-432-3240, EOE

PRINCIPAL: St. Anthony of Padua Catholic

grade school located in Southern Pines, NC, is

now accepting curriculum vitae for the posi-

tion of principal. The school's curriculum is

faithful to the Magesterium of the Church.
Applicants must have a Master's degree and be

state certified in education. Salary will be com-
mensurate with experience. Since the school is

expanding, an applicant should be a visionary

and have fund-raising capabilities. Curriculum

vitae will be received through 3/31/04. The
Very Reverend Jeffrey Ingham, V.F., St. An-
thony of Padua Catholic Church, 175 E. Con-
necticut Avenue, Southern Pines, NC 28387.

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 845-

1416,

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($1 2 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

8 {9 10 11

24 25

35

38

50 51

54

57 I

47 48 49

56

59

ACROSS DOWN
1 Sally Field movie "Norma

"

1 Sings like Eminem
4 Ooze 2 Jai

8 Slightly open 3 Raison d' _
12 Computer key 4 Japanese city

13 Verdi opera ^ 5 City in Somalia

14 Design 6 Biblical garden

15 Jesus' stories 7 El

17 Loafer 8 City in Illinois

18 St. Catherine city 9 Papal Beatles?

19 Out 10 "A long time
"

21 GRF follower 11 Caviar

23 Rome Beauty 16 Pear

26 Illinois city 20 Scottish to

29 Church recess 22 Adam's son

32 First vowels 24 Late night last name
33 Light brown 25 German one
34 Henry follower 26 Dutch fragment

35 Brooks partner 27 CA School

36 70's group 28 Seers

37 Pre-med req. 30 Actress Zadora
38 Medicinal plant 31 Reclines

39 Regression 35 Japanese sauce
41 Distress signal 37 Education employment org.

43 Dancer Gregory 40 Turkish seaport

46 Sound alike 42 Religious group

50 So be it 44 Fencing sword
52 Spendthrift 45 Computer memory type (abbr)

54 Say (refuse) 47 Frankenstein's assistant (var.)

55 Alleviate 48 Catholic liturgy

56 Costa Rica peninsula 49 Israeli seaport

57 Cooking measure (abbr) 50 May be red

58 Arab prince 51 Crowd
59 Q-U connector 53 "Whisper Not" group

O^rcJicfiocese oj^C^ifania

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS JOB FAIR

March 6, 2004

10:00 am 1:00 pm

Cathedral of Christ the King

2099 Peachtree Road NE
'

Atlanta, GA 30305

www.christking.org

Faith-based Education • SACS Accredited Schools

Competitive Salaries and Benefits • Strong Parental Support

• Teaching Positions in Grades Pre-K - 12
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Get out your pencil.

Choose all of the above.

For the retirement lifestyle of your size, choice^

or combination, call today for pre-construction pricing.

Reserve now— move later

You MAKE THE DECISION.

pgMKIVBVRKl
M A R Y F I E L D

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

1315 Greensboro Road • High Point, NC 27260

336-886-4103 or 336-886-2444

Sponsored by the Sisters of the

Poor Servants of the Mother of God.

Super caring

Courtesy Photo

Senior youth group members Michelle Lindstrand and Jessica Hogan present a check

to John Baker, president of the Richmond County mental health department In

February.

St. James youth stir up funds

HAMLET — Youth at St. James
Church in Hamlet held their annual

Souper Bowl of Caring on Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 1.

Inspired by Spring Valley Pres-

byterian Church's fundraiser in Co-
lumbia, S.C., the event involves pa-

rishioners each donating one dollar as

they leave church on Super Bowl
Sunday. Money raised is donated to a

local charity.

This year, the youth collected

$384.06 for Crisis Ministries of Rich-

mond County, which assists area

soup kitchens, food banks and shel-

ters.

Ml
NO FEE UNTIL WE
WIN ON PI CASES

FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION
convenient free parking

SMITH & SMITH, PA
Timothy M. Smith, Attorney Jacquelyn A. Smith, Attorney

Members of St. Mark 's Church

EXPERIENCED -

CRIMINAL LAW

Traffic Tickets (Meek, only)

DWI
Expunctions

Felonies & Misdemeanors

AGGRESSIVE - CARING
PERSONAL INJURY

Auto Accident

workers' Compensation
wrongful Death

Whiplash - Back, Neck, Head injuries

10% off attorneyfee—10% of netfee donated to Catholic Social Services Food Pantry

704-331-3092 www.smithandsmithpa.com 900 Baxter St., suite 109, Charlotte

PARISHIONERS OF ST. MATTHEW'S

GLORIOUS GIFTS
1st Communion Dresses, Veils,

Boys' Suits, Ties, Religious Items

Large dress selection in stockI!
Glorious Gifts at Gardner's Mercantile ^ardner'x
316 Main St., downtown Pineville

704-889-1021

Mon-Sat: 10-5
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

What you never know
Light One

Candle
With time, conversation

and openness, a person

feared is not so fearsome

My friend Jack is a priest in his

60s who enjoys frequent visits to

New York City.

Father Jack frequents concert

halls and museums like no one else I

know. He's also practical. He realizes

that driving into Manhattan means

finding parking and additional ex-

pense. So public transportation is his

usual means of getting around.

He told me recently of an experi-

ence he had on the New York City

subway.
When Father Jack got on, he was

one of about a dozen people in the

subway car. Shortly thereafter, a man
boarded the train who was com-
pletely unkempt and talking loudly

to himself He was young man, over

six feet tall and, to the folks in the car,

he looked intimidating.

Nervous looks were exchanged.

At the next station, four passengers

got off. At the following station, an-

other five left. In short order, every-

one left the car except Father Jack

and the young man.

Jack was disturbed, chastising

himself for not wearing his clerical

collar, which he thought might have

given him a little cushion of safety.

The stranger glanced his way. He
mumbled a little, growled a little and

finally spoke to Jack. "Hey, man, you

know what?"

"What?" Father Jack nervously

responded.

"Man, you look just like some ac-

tor in the movies. What the heck, you

know him, but I can't think of his

name — in that scary movie about

the crazy doctor!"

To which Father Jack responded:

"You mean the doctor who loved a

little Chianti with his fava beans?"

Father Jack had described the

Hannibal Lecter character played by

Anthony Hopkins in "Silence of the

Lambs."
"Yes, that's the guy. You look ex-

actly like that crazy doc!"

And in that moment, the ice was

broken.

A smile crossed the young man's

face. A connection was made. And the

unknown suddenly became less

frightening.

They began to talk about movies.

About the theater. About acting.

About life and dreams for life. And
when Father Jack got off the train,

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

they shook hands and wished each

other well. Father Jack recalls think-

ing as he walked up the subway
stairs: "You just never know."

When Father Jack told me about

that meeting with the ultimately de-

lightful stranger, he admitted he'd ac-

tually had a number of similar expe-

riences when he's made an immediate

judgment about what someone was

or was not, only to learn differently.

We all make these split-second

decisions, filled with certainty that

our opinion — or our prejudice — is

100 percent correct. And as often as

not, we're absolutely wrong!

Judging people by external ap-

pearance is almost always risky.

None of us is simply the sum of our

looks, but rather the sum of our

hearts, our minds and our souls. And
those aren't quickly read.

I remember the time I had the

chance to meet Mother Teresa.

I was excited for weeks in antici-

pation. Here was a living saint. Here

was a Nobel Peace Prize winner. Here

was a world-renowned advocate for

the poor. She'd have to be over-

whelming, bigger than life. Her in-

sights were sure to be profound.

Yet nothing was what I expected.

She was tiny and cast her eyes

down in humility. Her words were

unpretentious and completely under-

standable. She wasn't larger than life

at all. But she was something much
better, the essence of a life lived well

with love for others.

There was nothing complex
about her, just goodness plain and

simple. She was not what I had ex-

pected. But she was everything she

should have been.

Father Jack learned that with

time, conversation and openness, a

person he feared wasn't so fearsome

at all. Wouldn't it be great if we could

meet everyone the same way? The
world would be much more peaceful if

we didn't form opinions about people

until we knew something of them, of

their souls.

For a free copy of the Christopher

News Note, "Resolve, Reconcile Respect,

"

write: The Christophers, 12 East 48th

Street, New Tork, NT 10017; or e-mail:

mail@christophers.org.

Pope says Christians must

wallt 'arduous path to holiness'
BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Pope John

Paul II said every baptized Christian is

called to walk "the arduous path to holi-

ness" in order to be "authentic disciples

of Christ."

At the start of the church's peniten-

tial season of Lent, the pope presided

over a special Ash Wednesday liturgy

Feb. 25 in St. Peter's Basilica.

The morning's weekly general audi-

ence was replaced by a solemn Liturgy

of the Word celebration at the Vatican.

In previous years, the pope tradi-

tionally led an evening Ash Wednesday

Mass in Rome's Basilica of Santa Sabina

after holding a Wednesday morning au-

dience. The Vatican had earlier an-

nounced a cutback in the day's events

due to the pope's declining health.

But Ash Wednesday morning, the

pope looked alert in royal blue vest-

ments as he presided over the liturgy as

well as blessed and distributed ashes

among some of the faithfijl.

He also read out most portions ofhis

homily but, as has become more com-

mon, skipped several sentences.

"This necessarily entails sacrifice

and self-denial ... (and) the willingness to

face every difficulty and overcome every

obstacle to reach the appointed goal," the

homily read.

The penitential act of administering

the ashes, his sermon said, "underlines

man's awareness of his sinful nature be-

fore the majesty and holiness of God."

"At the same time, it also shows

one's willingness to accept the Gospel

and turn (its message) into concrete ac-

tion," the homily read.

The pope said the two formulas that

accompany the placing of the ashes on

the heads of the faithful remind man of

his "transient and limited" nature ("For

you are dust, and to dust you shall re-

turn") as well as issue an urgent appeal

to change one's life ("Repent, and believe

in the Gospel").

But the pope warned against osten-

tatious displays of penance during Lent.

"External gestures ofpenitence have

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

value if they express an interior attitude,

if they express the solid will to avoid evil

and follow the path of goodness. This is

the profound meaning of Christian as-

ceticism," he said.

The pope emphasized the need for a

"humble and meek acceptance of the will

of God together with constant prayer."

Other typical penitential customs of

Christian tradition include "abstinence,

fasting, mortification and the giving up

ofgoods," as well as "concrete gestures of

welcoming our neighbor," he said.

'Lent represents a more intense time

of spiritual training and generous ser-

vice to our brothers and sisters," said the

pope. I
Specifically, he urged the faithfial tcr

engage in concrete acts of solidarity with

needy children this Lenten season.

Referring to this year's Lenten mes-

sage, 'Whoever receives one such child

in my name receives me," the pope said,

"I wanted to draw attention, in particu-

lar, to the difficult conditions in whichj

many of the world's children live."

He said he strongly hoped that "oui

small brothers and sisters, often aban-

doned, receive needed care, thanks ir

part to our solidarity" with them.

He added, "This is one concrete wa]

of carrying out our Lenten resolutions.

During the prayers of the faithfU

one petition asked God to look after

those hit by violence and ethnic and
,

religious divisions and to help guide na«
tions toward reconciliation and peace. '

Another asked that God help people

"transform their consumerist behavior"

into a lifestyle of"temperance that would

allow our brothers and sisters to liv(

with greater dignity."

Priestless parishes

in America
Q, I understand that more than 3,000

of the nearly 29,300 parishes in the

United States are now without a resident

priest pastor. In many of them, instead of

Sunday Mass there is only a Communion

service.

Does our obligation to attend Sunday

Mass apply also to these Communion ser-

vices? (Maryland)

A. What you say about priestless

parishes is correct, and it seems that

unless something major happens the

replacement of Mass with Commun-
ion services will become more frequent

as time goes by.

Church law on the subject is ex-

plicit; the faithful must participate in

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

the Mass on Sundays (Canon 1247).

When that is not possible, the obliga-

tion does not transfer to a Communion
service or any other liturgy.

Of course, worshiping God in

some way with our community of faith

ought to be an integral part of keeping

the Lord's Day holy. Participation in a

Liturgy of the Word and Holy Com-
munion together, when the opportu-

nity is provided, is an appropriate way

to meet that responsibility.
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The ugly side of political

campaigns
It's already going on, the airing of

political campaign ads that say or

show ugly things about the opponent.

Most disturbing so far was the ad

picked up by the TV news commenta-
tors that showed the face of Adolph

Hitler morphing into the face of Presi-

dent Bush.

The Republican National Com-
mittee said the ad came from
MoveOn.org. That group issued a

disclaimer. (The ad had not been re-

leased by MoveOn.org, but it had

been submitted to a contest run by

that organization. MoveOn is an

Internet political group that wants to

see Bush defeated in November.) In

spite of the disclaimer, the Republican

ranting went on about dirty cam-
paign tactics. The anger was under-

standable, considering the awful im-

plications of linking Bush to Hitler.

But then, surprise. The Demo-
crats pulled out a TV ad that had

been effectively used by the Republi-

can campaign of Saxby Chambliss
before the 2002 election to discredit

Democratic Sen. Max Cleland of

Georgia. That offensive ad showed
the face of Osama bin Laden
morphing into Max Cleland's face. I

had not seen that before, and I went
apoplectic.

Cleland is a longtime friend, and

The Bottom

Line

ANTOINETTE
BOSCO

CNS Columnist

much more than that he is a Vietnam
War veteran who lost both his legs

and one arm in battle. How could

anyone put out a TV commercial im-

plying this man is not patriotic! Oh
yes, Cleland lost that election.

I met Cleland many years ago

when he was addressing a rehabilita-

tion agency dedicated to helping

people with disabilities gain indepen-

dence. Cleland, who had been head of

the U.S. Department of Veterans Af-

fairs under President Carter and was
at that time secretary of state in

Georgia, was so perfectly qualified for

that task.

He talked openly about the day

that changed his life — Vietnam,
April 8, 1968 — when a grenade ex-

plosion left him a triple amputee, but

"lucky to be alive."

"Not many people believed that a

25-year-old former Army captain,

losing two legs and one arm, could do
much after that," he told me.

He spoke honestly of the years

after suffering those terrible wounds
when he had to pull his life together.

He would become so discouraged that

he would think "doing the right thing

is ending it all."

He realized then that people who
have extraordinary setbacks "have to

dig down deeper — to discover more
courage" than normally is needed.

"Before Vietnam, I thought cour-.

age was the absence of fear," he said.

He learned instead, that courage

is accepting fear and turning to

prayer so that you can now "focus on

opportunity in the face of danger to

take disabilities and turn them into

possibilities, to turn your scars into

stars."

Cleland wrote a book about his

journey back to life. Its title, "Strong

at the Broken Places," is from a line in

Ernest Hemingway's "A Farewell to

Arms": "The world breaks everyone

and afterwards many are strong at

the broken places." I remember being

awed, even by the fact that Cleland

had traveled by himself from Georgia

to Connecticut. I vowed not to com-
plain about my periodic bouts with

sciatica!

I judge that linking this heroic

soldier to the master terrorist was
about the lowest a group could sink

to. But it has had a good effect on me.

I shall be ever on the alert for raw lies

and hateful calumny in this election

year of 2004. It is sad that we,

through our political parties, have
slipped into such shame.

A prayer that makes real sense

Surrendering to God's

serenity is secret to

recovering from darkness

Spirituality

for Today

I Now that we are nearly two
months into 2004, I think we should

all pray for the grace to revisit our

New Year's resolutions. God can help

us to do the things we are not able to

do on our own.

It has been a brutally cold winter,

and some people have felt a little blue.

Cabin fever sets in from being con-

fined indoors too long. But cheer up.

When the sun comes out the snow
melts. Keep your courage high, and
look forward to the warmth of spring.

There is one prayer in particular

which has helped a lot of people.

Miracles of conversion and transfor-

mation come from this prayer, which
is called the "Serenity Prayer." You've
heard it before I'm sure:

"God grant me the serenity to

accept the things I cannot change, the

courage to change the things I can

and the wisdom to know the differ-

ence."

Everyone knows that opening,
but there is more. Here is the prayer
in its entirety:

"God grant me the serenity to

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS Columnist

accept the things I cannot change, the

courage to change the things I can

and the wisdom to know the differ-

ence — living one day at a time, en-

joying one moment at a time, accept-

ing hardships as the pathway to

peace; taking, as he did, this sinful

world as it is, not as I would have it;

trusting that he will make all things

right if I surrender to his will; that I

may be reasonably happy in this life

and supremely happy with him for-

ever."

The reference "taking, as he did,

this sinful world as it is" refers of

course to Jesus Christ. Alcoholics

Anonymous has adopted the first

part of this prayer as its own, and all

the other addiction programs, such as

Narcotics Anonymous, Gambler's
Anonymous, etc., have done so as

well. They keep the concept of a

higher power as neutral as possible,

since some addicts don't even believe

in God.

Somehow they find a higher power
for themselves and sidestep the entire

theological issue. Each one decides who
or what that higher power is.

For the Christian the entire

prayer brings to light the great wis-

dom of the Gospel message. Whether
you have ever had a problem with

drink or drugs it makes no difference.

The prayer speaks to the heart of

every human being.

At the heart of it there is the word
"surrender." It is something all of us

have trouble doing. This prayer pre-

supposes a deep faith in God, who is a

caring presence in our lives. We know
that he will do for us what we are

unable to do for ourselves. Without
his grace given day by day, minute

by minute, we are powerless.

This is more than faith; it is a

profound level of trust. Those who hit

bottom realize that all their intelli-

gence, strength and will power is use-

less before the demon that holds them
in bondage. Their lives have become
unmanageable, and until they turn

their lives and their wills over to a

force greater than themselves they re-

main helpless.

For the Christian this force, this

power, is Jesus Christ, who is Lord
and who has dominion over the pow-
ers of darkness.

The secret of recovery is in the

words Jesus taught us, "Thy will be

done, not mine."

Embracing

reconciliation

in its entirety

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS Columnist

Lent is upon us, urging us to pull

ourselves together spiritually. A way to

accomplish this is to utilize the sacrament

of reconciliation more folly throughout

this liturgical season and to reflect on

reconciliation in all its dimensions.

Most of us see reconciliation as going

to confession. But it can also encompass

making retreats and pilgrimages, fasting,

almsgiving and doing works of charity.

In a retreat, we set aside a special

time to examine our lives and how well

we are living according to God's plan for

us. A retreat goes hand in hand with the

sense that we are endeavoring to get our

lives back in order. Retreats create the

hope ofchanging our lives for the better.

Pilgrimages get us into the spirit of

holiness by introducing us to holy places

and past saints. I never will forget stand-

ing before the glass coffin ofBlessed Pope

John XXIII in St. Peter's Basilica in

Rome and thinking: "You tried to imi-

tate a gentle, humble Christ and you so

inspired us with your kindness. How I

wish I could imitate you."

It was a special pilgrim moment; I

felt touched by his sanctity. This same

desire for holiness came over me when I

visited the tomb of St. Francis in Assisi.

Fasting these days is not easy. Yet it

is one of the best means for reducing our

selfishness. When we fast, we deprive our-

selves for the purpose of living according

to a higher order in life, putting aside our

needs in order to concern ourselves with

those whose basic needs aren't being met.

Works of charity and almsgiving

are a wonderful means of repaying God
for the blessings he has showered on us.

They promote gratitude, keeping us for-

ever in the debt of God and making it

difficult to turn our backs on him.

In Pope John Paul II's 1984 apos-

tolic exhortation on reconciliation, we
learn reconciliation is the best means of

discovering where our hearts really are.

The better we understand our internal

disposition, the deeper at peace we are

within ourselves.

Often subconscious guilt leaves us

feeling downhearted, though we never

quite know what the reason for this

feeling is or take the time to bring it to

the surface. The sacrament of reconcilia-

tion is an opportunity to surface the

cause of our dejection and to put our

hearts back in the right place.

When our conscience and God's

voice within us are at one, we have a life.

May your Lenten season be life— given

for you!
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St. Pius X Church contributes to

spiritual growth of Greensboro Catholics

Photo by George K. Cobb

St. Pius X Church in Greensboro was dedicated in 1981 to accommodate the growing

congregation.

GREENSBORO — Although St.

Pius X Church was not founded until

after the first Catholic parish was estab-

lished in Greensboro, the two communi-

ties share an intertwined history.

The first Catholic church conse-

crated in the Guilford County seat was

St. Agnes Church, dedicated in 1877.

Benedictine monks assumed responsibil-

ity for the mission in 1888, and by

century's end a new church was built

and placed under the patronage of St.

Benedict.

St. Benedict School was opened in

1926, and by the 1950s a larger facility

was needed to accommodate growing

numbers of students. Then-Bishop
VincentWaters of Raleigh and Msgr.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!!

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers arc thoroughly screened.
704 549 4010

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@\/isitingAngels.com

SAINT PIUS X CHURCH
2210 North Elm Street

Greensboro, N.C. 27408

(336) 272-4681 or (336) 272-8598

Vicariate: Greensboro

Pastor: Msgr. Anthony Marcaccio

Deacon: Rev. Mr. Ronald Steinkamp

Number of Households: 1,012

Msgr. Anthony Marcaccio

Hugh Dolan, pastor of St. Benedict

Church, purchased a 14-acre site on

which a school-chapel complex was

built, along with a convent and rectory.

The classroom section of the facility

opened its doors in March 1955 to 176

students. The school and church were

named in honor of the pope canonized in

1955, St. Pius X. Daughters of Charity

from Emmitsburg, Md., staffed the

school, and Msgr. Dolan became the first

pastor of St. Pius X Church.

Msgr. Dolan remained at St. Pius X
Church for 20 years until a reassign-

ment took him to Charlotte. He was suc-

ceeded by Msgr. Lawrence Newman,
who was known for his dedication to

Catholic education.

In 1977, Msgr. William Pharr suc-

ceeded Msgr. Newman as pastor of St.

Pius X Church. Through Msgr. Pharr's

guidance, the parish looked into the pos-

sibility of constructing a new church for

the growing congregation. The formal

request was submitted to then-Bishop

Michael J. Begley ofCharlotte in Decem-

ber 1978.

When Father George Kloster be-

came pastor of St. Pius X Church in July

1979, planning and fundraising for the

new church began. Ground was broken

on March 2, 1980, and the new church

was dedicated on March 29, 1981.

About 400 registered families composed

the congregation.

St. Pius X Church soon adopted a

southern Peruvian mission that it con-

tinues to support. Also during Father

Kloster's pastorate was the establish-

ment of Dolan Manor in July 1979, a

retirement center for low-income seniors

located behind the church.

Father Frank Cintula succeeded.)

Father Kloster in 1988, and Father

Cintula's pastorate was followed by the

arrival of the Order of Friars Minor
Conventual — the Conventual

Franciscans — in July 1990. They re-

mained at St. Pius X Church until 1994,

when Father Francis Connolly, a cjioc-

esan priest, was appointed to lead the

parish.

In 1997, St. Pius X School under-

went renovation and opened a new wing

including classrooms, media center,

computer lab, science lab and art room.

At the time, the school had 41 1 students

enrolled.

The same year, a new parish center

was constructed to help meet the spiri-

tual and social needs of a growing con-

gregation. In 1999, the center was re-

named the Kloster Center.

In October 1999, a new building

with more than 20 units for Dolan

Manor was dedicated. In July 2000, Fa-

ther Connolly retired and a new perma-

nent rectory was purchased. Msgr. An-

thony Marcaccio, former priest secretary

to Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin,

became and still serves as pastor of St.

Pius X Church.

In August 2000, a new gym/ath-

letic complex was opened. The center

was dedicated in November 2000 and

named the Francis T. Connolly Athletii

Center, in honor of the former pastor

Since Msgr. Marcaccio's arrival, e

dowments for the parish and school we
established and now total more th

$750,000, and a new rectory was pu

chased.

In 2002, the Korean Catholic co

munity of the Triad began worshipi

at St. Pius X Church.

Today, St. Pius X Church consists

more than 1,000 households that ac-

tively embrace stewardship as a way of

life through approximately 70 estab-

lished ministries. Planning is under way

for the fundraising and construction of a

columbarium. Jubilee celebration plans

are also in the works for the 50th ann

versary of St. Pius X School in 2005.

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

Catholic^tt%mCompdny
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.CatholicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE catholIc store for
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• videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

Unique gifts

& cards

' statues

Books, rosaries,

medals
' Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
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10 am - 6 pm

19905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28

(Johnsburv Square - next to Coodwill)
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Mercy Sister Mary Louise Wiesenforth and Mercy Sister Margaret Mary Higgins study their bingo

cards during the 2003 Spring Fling. The annual event, sponsored by Elder Ministry of Catholic

Social Services, brings seniors of the diocese together for recreational and enrichment activities.

der Ministry reaches

out to senior Catholics
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — "The
Diocese of Charlotte is gifted

with the presence of many se-

niors who have an abundance

of knowledge, talent and ex-

pertise to offer to ministry,"

said Sandra Breakfield, direc-

tor of diocesan Elder Minis-

try. "Likewise, they benefit

greatly from a ministry
geared toward them."

According to Breakfield,

the objective of Elder Minis-

try, a division of Catholic So-

cial Services which is funded

primarily by the Diocesan
Support Appeal, is to encour-

age seniors to continue their

intellectual, social and spiri-

tual development throughout

their lives.

The ministry utilizes a ho-

listic approach that addresses

each individual as a whole

person and values each indi-

vidual as a unique being.

The ministry also strives to

enhance the well-being, positive

quality of life and continued in-

dependence of senior adults.

This is accomplished through

facilitating the development of

parish-based support systems

and through connecting seniors

with community resources.

See SENIORS, page 9

House passes Unborn

Victims of Violence Act

GOVERNMENT ENABLED
TO RECOGNIZE UNBORN
CHILDREN AS VICTIMS

BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. bishops' pro-life spokes-

woman called House passage

of the Unborn Victims of Vio-

lence Act Feb. 26 "a vote for

justice for women and their

children."

Under the measure, ap-

proved in a 254-163 vote,

those who injure or kill a preg-

nant woman and her unborn

child could be charged with

two separate crimes by federal

prosecutors.

"Abortion activists recoil

fi^om any acknowledgment of a

child's existence before birth,"

said Cathy Cleaver Ruse, di-

rector of planning and infor-

mation for the Secretariat for

Pro-Life Activities of the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bish-

ops.

"But their arguments are

as ridiculous as they are offen-

sive," she said in a statement.

'This legislation explicitly ex-

empts abortion."

The bill was passed after

See VICTIMS, page 8

Letting good times roll

Fat Tuesda}' at

St. Ann "^dxooX

CHARLOTTE — The
Mardi Gras spirit filled St.

Ann School.

First-graders treated the

school to its annual Mardi Gras

parade Feb. 24. Students and

faculty lined corridors as first-

graders pulled their floats to

New Orleans jazz music play-

ing over intercom speakers.

The first-grade classes

made their floats and masks for

the parade. Before it began,

first-graders ate their king

cakes— students who found a

baby Jesus inside got to wear

the crowns and lead the parade.

This year, first-graders

Isabelle Martella and Aiden

Robidoux led the parade.

Mardi Gras, French for

Courtesy Photo

First-grader Isabelle Martella

finds a baby Jesus in a king

cake Feb. 24.

"Fat Tuesday," refers to the

Tuesday before Ash Wednes-
day and to the parades and

other festivities that take

place during the days preced-

ing Lent.
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Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

HANDFUL OF FUN

CNS PHOTO BY Todd PLin

Brother Ed Sheehy created this wide-eyed furry creature for a retreat session with

eighth-grade students. The 70-year-old Jesuit of Jersey City, N.J., has made puppets

for more than 30 years and travels nationally and internationally putting on shows

for children in churches, hospitals and schools.

Jesuit brother creates

puppets that teach,

entertain around world
JERSEY CITY, N.J. (CNS) — In

Brother Ed Sheehy's office, a fiddler

plays on the roof, a graceful

rollerblader glides by and a trapeze

artist performs to the tune of "Stars

and Stripes Forever."

There's also a young Asian woman
in traditional dress who is juggling a

ball on her head as Blessed Mother
Teresa counts her rosary beads.

These are just a few of the puppets

Brother Sheehy has created over the

years.

Once a baker of bread, shaping

loaves, he now shapes wood and cloth

into puppets that teach and entertain

around the world, from Guyana to

Jersey City.
'

I haven't baked in 40 years," said

Brother Sheehy, 70, whose hands
come fully alive when they are ani-

mating a Ukrainian hand puppet or

lovingly working the strings of a

handcrafted marionette.

He saw his first puppet show in

1970; today, he has dozens of string,

rod and hand puppets that take up all

of his time.

"The rest of my life, I'm never

going to have enough puppets," he

said.

After cooking and coaching at

schools in New York, he taught arts

and crafts to children.

Four years ago, he moved to St.

Peter's Prep School in Jersey City and

a eround-floor studio crammed full of

stuff: a sewing machine, traveling

trunks, Styrofoam balls that will one

day be marionette heads, swatches of

fabric to make costumes, books on

puppets and dolls.

There, and in places like Central

Park where he can observe people.

Brother Sheehy comes up with his

ideas.

His puppets move like people

move — walking, taking a rest,

breathing, doing double takes, hiking

up their pant legs before sitting.

"These are the things that make a

puppet real," Brother Sheehy said.

The puppets have been around

the world with Brother Sheehy, to

Micronesia, Guyana, Indonesia and

Nigeria, where they put on shows for

local audiences. The trips have af-

forded him a unique chance not only

to perform his ministry in other cul-

tures, but also to learn about their

puppetry traditions.

"It's like Broadway would come
into this little village. It's quite an

experience. They tell me people will be

talking about this for months," said

Brother Sheehy.

He visits schools, nursing homes
and retired religious. Once a blind

man came to a puppet show;' Brother

Sheehy let him handle all the puppets

afterward.

"This is me, this is what I do and

these are my puppets. It's not so much
wood and glue anymore," he said.

Muslim sues pope, cardinals for

alleged remarks against Islam

ROME (CNS) — An Italian

Muslim activist filed a civil suit

against Pope John Paul II and two
cardinals, claiming they have shown
contempt for Islam in violation of

Italian law.

Adel Smith, president of the Mus-
lim Union of Italy, filed his suit in the

town of Aquila Feb. 28. Smith's suit

asked for a judge to condemn the de-

fendants' allegedly anti-Islamic com-
ments, but did not ask for any mon-
etary damages.

The Vatican press office had no

comment on the suit.

"The Muslim activist, who in Octo-

ber filed an unsuccessful lawsuit to have

crucifixes removed from public school

classrooms, cited comments in Pope
John Paul's 1994 book, "Crossing the

Threshold of Hope," as an example of

the pope's defamation of Islam.

Diocesan,
=planiier

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE — Knights of Co-

lumbus Council #7184 will sponsor a

Pro-Life Ecumenical GatJiering March 20

at 1 p.m. in the Immaculata Catholic

School Gymnasium, 7 ll N Buncombe St.

Augustinian Father Walter J. Quinn will

be encouraging all to stand up and be

counted and be actively involved in the

most important crusade of our time: To
serve, protect, and defend all life from

the innocent unborn to the oldest of the

old among us. Father Quinn will also

speak at these Masses: March 20 at 5

p.m., March 21 at 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. and

11:30 a.m. at Immaculate Conception

Church. For more information call church

office at (828) 693-6901 or Mark
Cordaro at (828) 697-2773.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Why would an anti-

Catholic Presbyterian minister become a full-

time Catholic apologist? Gerry Matatics

will present a free, eye-opening talk ad-

dressing "How the Bible converted me to

Catholicism." "Will 'faith alone' get you

to heaven?" and "Is "Scripture alone'

taught in Scripture?" This free presenta-

tion will take place at Ballantyne Resort,

10000 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy.,
March 14, 1:30-6 p.m. Bring your Bible,

questions and friends. For more informa-

tion, visit www.gerrymatatics.org.

CHARLOTTE — Bishop emeritus Will-

iam G. Curlin will speak about "The Rok

Vittorio Messori, the journalist

who worked on the book with the

pope, also was named in the suit.

In the book. Pope John Paul said,

"Whoever knows the Old and New
Testaments and then reads the Quran
clearly sees the process by which it

completely reduces divine revelation.

It is impossible not to note the move-
ment away from what God said

about himself" j
The God revealed in Islam^ the

pope said, is "ultimately a God out-

side of the world, a God who is only

majesty, never Emmanuel, God-
with-us."

Smith's suit also named Cardinal

Joseph Ratzinger, prefect of the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the

Faith, and retired Cardinal Giacomo
Biffi of Bologna, Italy, for allegedly

making anti-Islam comments.

ofJesus in Our Lives" at the St. Gabriel an-

nual parisli Mission March 16-18. Mission
|

topics include prayer on Tuesday, God's i

mercy on Wednesday and the presence off

Jesus in the Eucharist on Thursday. Bishop;

Curlin will preside at the 1 1 a.m. Mass each
|

day followed by a light lunch in the Minis-*

try Center. Evening ser\'ices will begin at

7 p.m. All sessions will be in the church at

3016 Providence Rd. More information

can be obtained by calling Susan
Krasniewski at (704) 362-,5047, ext. 271.

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Ministry

Center will present "Dealing with Hie years

that follow" March 17, 7-9 p.m., at St.

Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd.

While attention is usually focused on per-

sons who are grieving in the first year after

a death occurs, the needs of grieving per-

sons go on. Spiritual friendship, care and

concern are still needed, regardless of how
much time has passed since the loss. We
will explore some of these feelings and

ways to cope, as well as signs that may point

to the need for specific grief work. Pre-

senter will be Larry Dawalt, Hospice of

Charlotte. For more information, call BJi

Dengler at (704) 364-5431, ext. 212. ^

MINT HILL — Looking for a way to get

closer to God this year? Put your new
year's resolution into practice by taking the

Alpha Course. Alpha is a video lecture series

and supper club that meets Friday nights

through March 19. Register by calling

(704) 573-7021 or e-mail

mcnucciel@bellsout.net.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church,

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host

a Christian Coffeehouse March 20 at 7:30 p.m,

THE- MARCH 5, 2004
VOLUME 13 • NUMBER 23

NEW^%ERALD

PUBLISHER: Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis

EDITOR: Kevin E. Murray

STAFF WRITER: Karen A. Evans

GRAPHIC DESIGNER: Tim Faragher

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE: Cindi Feerick

SECRETARY: Sherill Season

1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

MAIL: PO. Box 37267, Charlotte, NC 28237

PHONE: (704) 370-3333 FAX: (704) 370-3382

E-mail: catholicnews@charlottediocese.org

The Catholic News & Herald, USPC 007-393, is published by

the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte, 1123 South Church

St., Charlotte, NC 28203, 44 times a year, weekly except for

Christmas week and Easter week and every two weeks during

June, July and August for $1 5 per year for enrollees in parishes

of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte and $23 per year

for all other subscribers. The Catholic News & WeraW reserves

the right to reject or cancel advertising for any reason deemed

appropriate. We do not recommend or

guarantee any product, service or benefit

claimed by our advertisers. Second-class

postage paid at Charlotte NC and other cities.

POSTMASTER: Send address corrections to

The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267,

Charlotte, NC 28237.



March 5, 2004 The Catholic News & Herald 3

FROM THE VATICAN

Pope says Catholic lawmakers

must defend sanctity of life,

marriage

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Law-
makers, especially if they are Catholic,

must not advance measures that go
against the basic values of life and mar-

riage between a man and a woman.
Pope John Paul II said.

"It is part of the church's mission to

not give up inviting all men and
women of good will to build a society

based upon fundamental and irrevo-

cable values" that respect human dig-

nity, the pope said Feb 28.

"Legislators, especially Catholic

legislators, cannot help draw up or pass

laws that are contrary to the basic and

essential norms that regulate moral

life," the pope said. /

He said "a national and world order

Single and married adults are invited for an

evening of contemporary Christian music,

food and fellowship. For more information,

call Kathy Bartlett at (704) 400-2213.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

MOUNT HOLLY— A Lenten Pilgrimage to

the oldest Catholic church in the Diocese of

Charlotte, St. Joseph Church, will be held

March 14 beginning with a 12 p.m. Mass.
The Mass will also celebrate Father John
Vianney Hoover's 28th anniversary of ordi-

nation to the priesthood. For details, call New
Creation Monastery at (704) 541-5026.

BELMONT — Queen of Apostles Catholic

Church, 503 N. Main St., will have a Lenten

Supper-Study Wednesday evenings during
Lent — March 10, 17 and 24. All are wel-

come. Community dinner is at 6 p.m., with

Catechesis 6:45-7:30 p.m. Topic this year is

"Vatican II: 40 Years Later." No pre-regis-

tration or fee required, no need to bring

food, all is provided by the parish. For more
information, please contact Dennis Teall-

Fleming, Director of Faith Formation, at

teallfleming@yahoo.com or (704) 826-

9600, ext. 26.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — A presentation on the

Catholic Church's position on the death penally

in America will be held March 16 at 7:30

p.m. in St. Pius X Church's Kloster Center,

2210 N. Elm St. Dr. James J. Megivern will

speak on the Catholic Church's historic and
theological approach to the death penalty.

The event is .sponsored by the St. Pius X
Justice and Peace Ministry. For more infor-

mation, contact Joe Bauer at

Jlbauerx@aol.com or the parish office at

(336) 272-4681.

GREENSBORO — Many of us want to do
"something extra" during Lent. The
Greensboro Council of Catholic Women
will host their annual Lenten mini-retreat

each Wednesday in March at St. Mary
Church, 812 Duke St. Mass will be at 10

a.m. followed by refi-eshments. For infor-

mation, call Janet Law at (336) 288-6022.

GREENSBORO— St. Pius X Church, 2210
N. Elm St., will host a Lenten reflection se-

ries, "The Purpose-Driven Life," Wednesday
evenings, 6:30-8 p.m. March 3-April 7. This
series is based on Rick Warren's book, which
is a journey to answer life's most important

question: "What on earth am I here for?" To

that is appropriate for the human be-

ing" respects and protects every

person's right to life, starting "from the

moment of conception to one's natural

end."

'TSTo one can claim for himself the

power of violating this right," he said.

He defined marriage as "the union

between a man and a woman ... open to

life" and "another pillar of society" with

specific rights and duties that needed

safeguarding.

The pope said public authorities

must instead protect and favor the fam-

ily based upon the marriage of a man
and a woman "if they (authorities) are

to promote a social development that is

just, stable and promising."

register, call the parish office at (336)

272-4681.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOCKSVILLE — Franciscan Father Jo-

seph Michael Mary will offer a Lenten

retreat at St. Francis of Assisi Church,

862 Yadkinville Rd. Sessions will meet
each evening at 7 p.m., March 27-31.

The retreat will focus on "The Last Four
Thitigs: Death Judgment, Heaven and Hell

"

For more information, contact the church

office at (336) 751-2973.

MOORESVILLE — Seniors ages 55 and
up are invited to St. Therese Church, 217
Brawley School Rd., the second Saturday

of each month following the 5:30 Mass
for Senior Games Night, featuring games
and a potluck dinner. Call Barbara
Daigler at (704) 662-9752 for details.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

SYLVA— St. Mary Church is in the ini-

tial stage offorming a court of the Catholic

Daughters ofAmerica. Women from neigh-

boring parishes, ages 18 and older, are

welcome to join. For more information,

contact Angle Erst at (828) 488-6560 or

Pat Pickering at (828) 497-4999.

WINSTON-SALEM , VICARIATE

KERNERSVILLE — The Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School Stu-

dent Council will host the American Red
Cross Bloodmobile March 1 1, 7:30 a.m.-12

p.m. BMCHS recognizes the importance

of helping the Red Cross maintain an

adequate and safe blood supply, and ev-

eryone in the community who is able to

donate blood is encouraged to attend.

The Blood Drive will be held in the

school's Krispy Kreme Athletic Center at

1725 NC Highway 66 South. The school

is located a block south of 1-40 on Route
66. An appointment is not necessary but

can be made by contacting Linda
Kennedy, Student Council moderator, at

(336) 564-1010.

Is your parish or school having an event?

Please submit notices for the Diocesan

Planner at least 1 5 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org orfax to (704)

370-3382.

Vatican says by its count Pope John
Paul surpasses Leo XIII March 14

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As
Pope John Paul II approached the mark
of having the third-longest pontificate in

history, the Vatican press office moved
into the numbers game.

Most people count pontificate length

in total number of years, months and

days. In that case, the pope would sur-

pass Pope Leo XIII on March 17, after

reigning for 25 years, five months and

two days.

But the press office said that if calcu-

lated in total number of days served

since election— taking into account the

extra day in leap years and the different

number of days in each month — Pope

John Paul would move into third place

three days earlier, on March 14.

It gets even more complicated if

pontificate length is computed from the

date of ceremonial inauguration, once

called coronation, instead of election. It

was 1 1 days before Pope Leo XIII cel-

ebrated his coronation Mass, while Pope

John Paul celebrated his inaugural Mass
only six days after election.

So iftallied this way, the pope would

pick up another five days on Pope Leo

and gain third place even earlier, on

March 9.

Whichever method is used. Pope
John Paul is nudging Pope Leo XIII out

of third place.

Or is he? St. Peter's pontificate is

traditionally considered the longest in

history, but no one knows exactly how
long he led the church. In view of that,

some historians do not even place St.

Peter on their "longest pontificate" list.

In modern times, the longest pontifi-

cate was that of Blessed Pope Pius IX,

who served for more than 3 1 years.

The Vatican press office's math con-

cluded: Pope Leo died July 20, 1903,

which was 9,269 days afl:er the March 3,

1878, ceremonial inauguration of his

pontificate and 9,280 days after his Feb.

20, 1878, election.

Pope John Paul was elected Oct. 16,

1978, and solemnly began his pontifi-

cate Oct. 22, 1978. March 9 marks
9,270 days after the inauguration of his

pontificate and March 14 marks 9,281

days after his election.

Reflections offaith

CNS PHOTO BY Alessia Giuliani, Catholic Press Photo

A pedestrian and St. Peter's Basilica are reflected in a puddle in St. Peter's Square

after a heavy rainfall March 1 in Rome.

THIS MONTH IN -1996
HONORING DEDICATION

Bishop Emeritus Michael J. Begley was honored with a Spirit Award by Catholic Social Services

March 1 3, 1 996. The Spirit Award recognizes a special person or organization that has shared talent

and treasure with those who come to Catholic Social Services seeking assistance. Bishop Begley

received the award because of his contributions to the CSS mission of reaching out to persons

seeking wholeness in their lives, relationships and spirits.
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Bishop McGuinness sweeps Harvard

KERNERSVILLE — Following

a stellar performance at the 19th Ses-

sion of the Harvard Model Congress,

13 students from Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School

were recognized with awards of ex-

cellence, the highest number of

awards given to any of the 81 high

schools attending the conference held

in Boston Feb. ^6-29.

Over the four days, the Bishop

McGuinness students drafted legisla-

tion in the House and Senate and ar-

gued three cases in the Supreme
Court. Seniors Jim Russell and Chris

Spinder took first place honors in the

Supreme Court.

Winning awards in the House of

Representatives were Nick Butler,

Andy Ronan, Pat Nolan, Rachel
Anemone and David Wehner.

In the Senate, awards went to

Kyle Barbour, Greg Means, Meghan
Witzke, Jennifer Williams, Matthew
Pentz and Richard Valitutto.

The Bishop McGuinness Su-
preme Court team was coached by
Liz Arias, Joanne Waters and Stuart

Brock of Womble, Carlyle, Sandridge

& Rice. Congressional delegates were
coached by faculty advisor Michael

Streich and Tara Porter.

That winning feeling

INTERPRETING PRAYER

Courtesy Photo

St. Gabriel School's fifth-grade boys gold basketball team finished 7-1 in their

regular season, which tied them for first place. They won three games in the season's

ending tournament, earning them a third-place finish and an overall record of 10-

2. Pictured above: Coaches Keith Yarbrough and Dino Pacifici stand with players

Hank LeFlore, Jamie Carter, John Nolan, Matthew Pacifici, Zach Reding, Matthew

Norton, Clay Gaffey, Kyle Varner and Anthony Shinn.

Catholic Gift & Book Store

Over 700 Book Titles, plus Bibles, Rosaries, Statues,

Medals, Tapes, CD, Plaques, & much, much more!

Hours: Sam -5pm Monday • Friday

(336)273-2554 fax (336) 273-2441 233 N. (Weene St. Greensboro, NC 27401

Can you answer "YES" to any of these questions?

1. Do you need a good buyerfor a car, house, property, etc. ?

2. Do you need a renterfor a vacation place, house, or other property?

3. Do you need qualified employees for your business?

4. Does your church or organization need good employees?

If SO, put THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD to work for YOU!
Over 125,000 READERS could see your classified ad in this paper

every week - for only 60 cents per word ($12 minimum)!

CALL Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 today!

Courtesy Photo

Second-grader Moira Shepard provided the artwork for the St. Gabriel Catholic^

School prayer card for 2004.

St. Gabriel School selects

new student prayer card

CHARLOTTE — As part of

Catholic Schools Week celebrations,

St. Gabriel School's Faith Advisory

Committee sponsored the third annual

Prayer and Art exhibition Jan. 26-30.

All students wrote prayers and

created works of art to represent St.

Gabriel School. In the process, stu-

dents considered their personal under-

standing of what it means to be Catho-

lic and what St. Gabriel School means
to them.

From the selections, one prayer

and one work of art were selected to be

the symbol of the school for 2004. A
prayer card for all students and fac-

ulty members was made from the cho-

sen entries.

The new St. Gabriel School prayer

cards were blessed and distributed af-

ter the Ash Wednesday Mass Feb. 25

celebrated with all the students in

preparation for Lent.

The winners of the St. Gabrie!

School contest were second-grader

Moira Shepard for artwork and fifth-

grader Michaela Reinhart for the

prayer:

"O Shepherd, Holy One:

Thank youfor letting us, through our

years at school, join together in thanks and

praise for all of the blessings Ton have

given us.

Throughout many years of teachings

from Your house, we've learned that not

just adults can be teachers, but the smallest

child, can be a teacher.

And so, now we ask, in giving hearts,

that we may always follow Ton, forever

and ever. Amen.

"

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E* Independence Blvd., ChaHoUe

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

Driverswanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing CouldBe Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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Good children come from good parents

Parenting authority imparts advice at high school

BY SUSAN deGUZMAN
CORRESPONDENT

KERNERSVILLE — Children

imitate their parents, according to

John Rosemond.
Rosemond, a family psychologist,

author and syndicated columnist,

spoke about raising children to more
than 350 parents at Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School

Feb. 19.

Entitled "Assuming the Power of

Parenthood," Rosemond's presenta-

tion addressed childrearing in today's

society and the need for reorganizing

the focus of the family.

"I know I am going to insult some
of you," he admitted at the start of his

lecture.

Rosemond placed blame on men-
tal health professionals, accusing
them of diagnosing children with an

array of behavioral disorders based

upon theories that lack appropriate

evidence.

"Today's mother has been se-

duced by 'psychobabble' when it

comes to the rearing of children," said

Rosemond.
Parents carry a "terrible burden"

today — if their children misbehave,

society considers it the parents' faults.

This is unlike society of long ago,

he said.

Marriage was the focus of the

family for thousands of years
throughout Western culture, and
even back to the days of Sarah and

John Rosemond speaks to more than 350

McGuinness Catholic High School Feb. 19

Abraham, said Rosemond.
But in the 1960s, he explained,

American culture took a turn against

the establishment. From this turn, a

progressive attitude was born where
new ideas were better than old ideas

and "Grandma's ideas were no longer

desirable," he said.

Part of this attitude resulted in a

shift to a child-centered family, which

Rosemond finds is in direct contrast

CLIMB TO NIW Hiieim
Hotfh Carolina Clirlsflan fwmmer Q&mps

Photo by Susan deGuzman

parents about raising children at Bishop

to this natural order of family life.

Rosemond recalled his parochial

school years in the 1950s, when
teachers did not have to deal with the

current disciplinary problems. Chil-

dren who misbehaved got punished

at school, and maybe again at home.
Today, he said, parents try to fig-

ure out reasons for their children's

misbehavior and let children explain

their way out of punishment. This

makes disciplining children confus-

ing, difficult and ineffective.

Rosemond mapped out three

stages of significant child-parent rela-

tionships.

The first stage is from birth

through 2 years of age, the second is

from 2 to 13 years old, and the last is

from 13 to adulthood. In each of these

stages, the parent-child role is differ-

ent.

Rosemond believes that in our
modern American society, many
mothers are stuck in the first stage of

parenting to children who have well

outgrown it. Mothers feel a burden of

responsibility and servitude from so-

cietal pressures to micromanage the

lives of their children, not even realiz-

ing it is unnecessary and at the ex-

pense of themselves and their marital

lives.

"If parents take good care of their

marriages, they provide an inordi-

nate amount of security to their chil-

dren," said Rosemond.
He also explained that children

need to see parents model marital life

if they are to achieve it themselves.

One of Rosemond's 10 "Bill of

Rights for Children" is: "Children

have the right to find out early in

their lives that their parents don't ex-

ist to make them happy, but to offer

them the opportunity to learn the

skills they — children — will need

eventually to make themselves
happy."

Rosemond is also the director for

the Center for Affirmative Parenting

located in Gastonia. He gives more
than 200 presentations nationwide

per year.

His books include "Parent
Power," "Teen-Proofing," "Because I

Said So," "A Family of Value," "Mak-
ing the Terrible Twos Terrific!" and
"Ending the Homework Hassle."

His visit to Bishop McGuinness
was sponsored by the parent teacher

organizations and five Triad-area

Catholic schools — Blessed Sacra-

ment School, Immaculate Heart of

Mary School, Our Lady of Mercy
School, Saint Pius X School, Our
Lady of Grace School and Saint Leo
the Great School.

Ages 8-17

2, 3, & 5 Week Sessions

Rock Climbing

Swimming
Drama
Horseback Riding

Archery

Backpacking

Arts and Crafts

Kayaking

Gymnastics

Mountain Biking

Tennis

Sign Language
Guitar

Nature Study
Riflery

Wliitewater Canoeing
Team Sports

And More...

CONTACT U9
rORAmiVIDIO

Traditional NC Summer Camp

i / CAMP

K^HDAim
I F<»GI8iS

ys CAMP

Chosatonc^
Two awesome mountain camps surrouncied by

national forest, mountains, whitcwatcr rivers,

providing tons of fun, growth and lilelons^ friend-

ships to campers.

A place wKere a can explore & hu iid self-

esteem. /\wKolesomcandcKallengingenvironment

where our tjoiith can p>laLj, learn and grow in a

framework of (Christian ideals.

Catholic Owners

Resident Priest

Please visit our website - www.Kahdalea.com
2500 Morgan Mill Rd., Brevard. .\'C 2H7!2 • H2S-SS4-6H34

ONE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

"'Last Kiss' by Richard Staley is ttte superbly written story of Patrick,

an ordinary man wfio is always busy...perfiaps too busy to give one last

kiss to one near and dear to him. Yet an extraordinary angel shows him
the importance of never taking people for granted In this often chaotic

and ever-changing world. 'Last Kiss' is commended as an especially

thoughtful, original, and heartwarming novel. "

g gg
—James A. Cox, Editor-in-Chiief, The Midwest Book Review '^'""'"^

To order, mail check or money order to: Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, NC 28277

Cathouc
SOCIAl

il23 South Church St.

{;harloHe, N<: 28203

www.cssnc.org

Executive Director:

Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227
Refugee Office:

Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930
lustice & Peace:

Joe Purello(704) 370-3225

Gerard A. Carter (704) 370-3250

Charlotte Region: 1 123 South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203
Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801
Area Director: Sister Marie Frechette (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27108
Area Director: David Harold (336) 727-0705
Greensboro Satellite Office: (336) 274-5577
High Point Hispanic Center: (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.
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FIGHTING FOR LIFE

Author to speak on Catholic Church s

stand against death penalty

GREENSBORO — Tlie Catiiolic

Church's position on tlie death penalty

will be presented at St. Pius X Church

March 16.

James J. Megivern, professor emeri-

tus at the University of North Carolina

at Wilmington, will speak on the

Church's historic and theological ap-

proach to the death penalty.

The event is sponsored by St. Pius X
Church's Justice and Peace Ministry as

part of its Lenten series.

Megivern, a nationally recognized

expert on capital punishment, has given

similar presentations on this topic nu-

merous times in the past fi\'e years.

He is author of the book "The Death

Penalty: An Historical & Theological

Survey" and a member of People of

Faith Against the Death Penalty, a

statewide, interfaith organization dedi-

cated to educating and mobilizing faith

communities to act to abolish the death

penalty in North Carolina.

WANT TO GO?
James Megivern will speak Tuesday,

March 16 at 7 p.m. in St. Pius X
Church's Kloster Center, 2210 N.

Elm St., Greensboro. The event is

free and open to the public. For more

information, contact Joe Bauer at

(336) 272-4681.

Moral Standing

Percentage of Americans who rate tb

state of moral values in this country as

Percent who find the {oilowing

morally Qcceptoble

Fair or^^j^^
Abortion 38%

|Deoth Penalty 65%|

/J"

l^^^
^'^

Excellent

No or Good
Opinion 1*

Divorce

From Mojf survey of 1 ,012 adults 1 8 or older.

Sourffi: Gallup

Cloning Humans P
©M CHS Graphic

Allegation cause of priest's

removal

Father Patrick Leonard accused of abuse in other diocese

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Parishioners of

St. John Neumann Church recently

learned why their former parochial

vicar was removed from service.

A letter from the Order of St.

Augustine's provincial office read at

Masses Feb. 28-29 revealed that an

allegation of sexual abuse involving a

minor against Augustinian Father
Patrick Leonard dictated his removal

from the parish in September 2003.

"Father Leonard left St. John's for

immediate evaluation and treatment

following an allegation that was
brought to the attention of our
Augustinian provincial last fall

concerning Father Pat's ministry

many years ago in another diocese,"

Diocesan requirements

for reporting ministry-

reiated sexuai abuse of

a minor
1. Any individual having actual knowledge of or

reasonable cause to suspect an incident of minis-

try-related sexual abuse is to immediately report

the incident to the Chancery.

2. The Chancery will then report the incident to

the proper civil authorities. The individual report-

ing the incident to the Chancery will be notified of

the particulars regarding the Chancery's filing of

the incident with civil authorities.

3. This reporting requirement is not intended to

supersede the right of an individual to make a

report to civil authority, but is to ensure proper,

complete and timely reporting. Should an indi-

vidual choose to make a report to civil authority, a

report is still to be made to the Chancery.

stated the letter.

Father Leonard was a priest in

good standing when he came to the

Diocese of Charlotte in 1998. No alle-

gations of any wrongdoing have been

made against him during his service

to the diocese.

"While the matter was under in-

vestigation, it was the judgment of

our province not to disclose any infor-

mation publicly that was false or po-

tentially harmful to persons in-

volved," said the letter. "Our struggle

in these matters is to preserve the

values of truth and safety with appro-

priate confidentiality."

Editor's Note: Please see Bishop

Peter J. Jugis' column on page 14 oj

this issue.

C
Cc

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Noted Jesuit Philosopher Rev. Joseph Koterski, Ph.D.

will speak at 3 locations on

Pope John Paul II's "Gospel of Life"

FRIDAY, MARCH 12— 1-2 pm
(part ofJust Second Fridays series)

St. Peter Catholic Church Annex (Charlotte),

Atrium Room (Annex located behind the church,

off College Street. Doors open at 12:30 pm)

In addition to Fr. Koterski, you will hear Maggi

Nadol, R.N., Diocesan Respect Life Director,

speak on Actions to Take in Support ofthe

"Gospel ofLife.

"

For directions to churches,

For information, call Joseph Purello, Office of Justice and

FRIDAY, MARCH 12— 7:30 pm
St. Michael Church, Gastonia

Parish Center/All Purpose Room, open 7 pm

In addition to Fr. Koterski, you will hear Maggi

Nadol, R.N., Diocesan Respect Life Director, speak

on Actions to Take in Support ofthe "Gospel ofLife.
"

SATURDAY, MARCH 13 — 6:45 pm
(following 5:30 pm Mass in the social hall)

St. Eugene Church, 72 Culvern St., Asheville

visit www.charlottediocese.org

Peace, Catholic Social Services 704-370-3225

REV. JOSEPH KOTERSKI, PH.D.
Chair, Philosophy Department

Fordham University

Fr. Joseph Koterski, S.J. (Ph.D. St. Louis

University; M.Div. and S.T.L., Weston School of

Theology, Boston) is a priest of the Maryland Prov-

ince of the Society ofJesus. He chairs Fordham Uni-

versity's Department of Philosophy where he also

serves as Editor-in-Chief of the journal International

Philosophical Quarterly. Fr. Koterski has received

the Dean's Award for Outstanding Undergraduate

Teaching and the Graduate Teacher of the Year

Award. He has authored and presented hundreds of

publications and papers.

Sponsored by Diocesan Office ofJustice and Peace in

partnership with St. Peter Catholic Church, St. Michael

Catholic Church, and St. Eugene Catholic Church
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Reflecting the face of Christ

ELIZABETH MINISTRY OFFERS
SUPPORT TO GRIEVING PARENTS

BY MARY MARSHALL
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLOTTE — Supporting
mothers who have experienced a mis-

carriage, stillbirth or newborn death

is a faith-strengthening experience

for Tracy Webb.
"As women, we bring our tears

and grief to each other and, through

simple acts of communication, reveal

the loving presence of God," said

Webb, coordinator of the Elizabeth

Ministry at St. Matthew Church.

Referring to the biblical story of

Mary visiting Elizabeth, Webb said,

"We don't know a lot about how these

women ministered to each other dur-

ing their pregnancies, but we do
know that they offered one another

support."

Support, said Webb, is what
Elizabeth Ministry at St. Matthew
Church offers to those who have ex-

perienced perinatal complications —
the loss of a child through miscar-

riage, stillbirth or newborn death.

•"Peer support ministry is a lovely

way for us to be the face of Christ for

one another," said Webb. "Those whom
have experienced loss suffer. They've
had a tragic experience and have a need

to bring some meaning to it."

"Through the various support
levels of outward participation, e-

mail correspondence Or phone calls,

we reiterate that someone remembers,
someone cares," she said. "That's huge
in itself"

Photo by Mary Marshall

Rita Brennan (back), Kim Walters, Tracy Webb and Theresa Moritz are Charlotte-

area parishioners involved in Elizabeth Ministry.

Webb became active in the minis-

try when she had a miscarriage 10

years ago while living in Florida. In

2002, Webb, whose family by then

had moved to Charlotte, had another

miscarriage.

"I felt called to begin the ministry

here," said Webb. "I contacted Mercy
Sister Jeanne Marie Kienast, pastoral

associate, and discovered that in our

large parish, many families with peri-

natal losses were searching for the

same peer support that exists in the

Bereavement Ministry."

Elizabeth Ministry is under the

umbrella of the Bereavement Minis-

try at St. Matthew.
"No matter where you are in your

loss journey, Elizabeth Ministry peers

meet your need and hold your hand as

together you walk with Jesus," said

Rita Brennan, co-coordinator of the

parish Bereavement Ministry.

When Theresa Moritz, a parish-

ioner and now a peer minister at St.

Matthew Church, had a miscarriage

she turned to the ministry.

"The ministers recognized my
loss — that it was a part of me," said

Moritz. "It's a powerful thing to be

with people who truly understand."

Kim Walters is currently training

to be a minister. A member of St.

Patrick Cathedral, she was referred to

the Elizabeth Ministry at St. Mat-
thew Church following her second

miscarriage.

"It's a very lonely feeling when
you lose something you wanted so

badly," said Walters. "Through the

Elizabeth Ministry, I realized God
was opening his arms to help me."

Ministers attend the same train-

ing sessions required for bereavement

ministers. In addition, Webb con-

ducts an additional class specifically

relating to the Elizabeth Ministry.

Eight women currently serve as

ministers at St. Matthew Church.
Sandy Buck is coordinator of the

newly formed ministry at St. Mark
Church in Huntersville.

Since St. Matthew Church's min-
istry began in October 2002, they

have reached out to nearly 30 women
who have suffered losses. To meet the

needs of the parish, the ministry re-

cently expanded to include infertility

and perinatal and postpartum com-
plications.

"As I serve others, I become lifted,

renewed and more with God," said

Webb.
The ministers agree that through

the process of ministering, they re-

ceive more than they give.

Elizabeth Ministry's roots trace

back to St. Bernard Church in

Appleton, Wis., and its founders
Bruce and Jeannie Hannemann, and
the late Capuchin Father Kurt
Gessner. Bishop Robert Morneau,
auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of

Green Bay, Wis., now serves as the

spiritual advisor.

The international movement was
designed to support women and their

families during the joys, trials and
sorrows of the childbearing years.

An informal meeting is planned

at St. Matthew Church's Ministry

Building at 7 p.m. on April 1. Parents

with a perinatal loss will have the

opportunity to include their child's

name in the "Book of the Innocent."

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information on the Elizabeth Min-

istry, cat! Tracy Webb at (704) 543-4780.

Advertisement

Two Pennsylvania Priests Host

Alaska Cruise
And Pacific Northwest Vacation

On July 27, 2004, join your Spiritual Directors Father David Kriss (Pastor of Our Lady of the Valley

Roman Catholic Church in Donora, PA) and his brother Father Aaron Kriss (Pastor of Holy Martyrs

Parish irr Tarentum, PA) on this 15-day vacation including a 7-day deluxe Alaska Cruise with Holland

America Line and a 7-day Pacific Northwest vacation. Mass will be celebrated daily On

board ship for those in the group who wish to participate.

Your group will fly into Seattle for a night before a scenic motor coach drive to Vancouver where

you'll board the five-star ms Volendam. Next, travel through a wondrous maze of forested island and

glacier carved fjords, past charming coastal villages, migrating whales and calving glaciers to Juneau,

Skagway, Ketchikan and spectacular Glacier Bay. After the caiise you'll start a six-night motor coach

tour visiting British Columbia, the Cascade Mountains; Washington; the Grand Coulee Dam; Lake Coeur

d'Alene; Montana; Yellowstone (Old Faithful) and Grand Teton National Parks; Jackson Hole, Wyoming;

Idaho Falls; Utah; the Great Salt Lake; Mormon Tabernacle; and more. You'll fly home after a night in

Salt Lake City,

Prices for this 15-day vacation start at only $2580 (per person, double occupancy) including port

charges and taxes, and includes lots of escorted motor coach sightseeing throughout the Pacific

Northwest, the 7-day deluxe Alaska cruise, 7-nights in quality hotels, round trip airfare from Chariotte,

transfers, and baggage handling. $50 deposits are now due. Family and friends are welcome.

For information, reservations, brochure, and Fathers' letter call 7 days a week:

•YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-736-7300
Providing carefree vacations since 1967!

PARISHIONERS OF ST. MATTHEW'S

GLORIOUS GIFTS
1st Communion Dresses, Veils, Boys' Suits, Ties, Religious Items

Large dress
selection in stock!!

704-889-1021 Glorious Gifts at Gardner's Mercantile J***'

Mon-Sat: 10-5 316 Main St., downtown Pineville ass^it®

More than 50 years of summer fun
and growth in the Blue Ridge Mountains

with outstanding Christian stafT.

Please callfor a brochure and free video
or visit our Web sites.

Merri-Mac for Girls

Timberlake for Boys
1123 Montreat Road

Black Mountain, NC 28711
828-669-8766

www.merri-mac.com
www.camptimberlake.com

Meni'^Mac
fur Cjul:
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CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

A choir sings during a memorial service for Laci Peterson at the First Baptist

Church in Modesto, Calif., May 4. Peterson was eight months pregnant at the time

of her death, and her husband, Scott, has been charged with double homicide. The

Unborn Victims of Violence Act, proposed legislation to recognize unborn children

as legal victims of violence, will be renamed Laci and Conner's Law.

Victims of Violence Act

VICTIMS, from page 1

the House rejected an alternative mea-

sure that would have increased penalties

for those who attacked a pregnant

woman but would not have recognized

her unborn chUd as a victim of the attack

as well.

The approved measure would en-

able the federal government to recognize

that, when a pregnant woman is as-

saulted or killed in the commission of

federal crimes of violence — such as a

kidnapping across state lines or an at-

tack that takes place on federal property

— and her unborn chUd is harmed or

killed as a result, the crime has two
victims — the woman and her chUd.

"The little unborn child is intrinsi-

cally precious and valuable and deserv-

ing of standing in the law and protec-

tion," said Rep. Henry Hyde, R-Ill., in

urging passage of the biU.

Those who supported the legislation

said it reflected the opinion ofthe majority

of Americans, while opponents expressed

concern that it would erode current abor-

tion laws because it gives victim rights to

unborn children. The legislation must
now be taken up by the Senate.

In a letter sent to Congress Feb. 19,

Baltimore Cardinal WUliam H. Keeler

urged lawmakers to approve the Un-
born Victims of Violence Act as drafted

and to reject any substitute that would

nullify the intent of the measure.

The cardinal, who is chairman of the

U.S. bishops' Committee on Pro-Life Ac-

tivities, also noted that legislation explic-

itly excludes abortion and thus it was

"all the more disappointing that some
insist the bUl should nonetheless be de-

feated to somehow preserve a 'right' to

abortion."

"This bill simply ensures that both

mother and chUd are protected from

violent assault and murder," the cardi-

nal wrote.

He had warned -that opponents of

We beat the banks!
IMS prides itself on customer service. We're a local

lender and all we want is a chance to quote your

mortgage. Try us, you'll be happy you did. IMS has all

the answers and the loan programs to fit your needs.

^1^

Apply on-line 24 hours a day
www.lendinglocal.com

Call Me! Kim Geter 704-759-31 76
or kmgeter@internationalmortgage.net

7631 Sharon Lakes Rd.

Charlotte, NC 28210

Ste.D IMS Mortgage Service

the legislation might "try to nullify it by

offering substitute language" that would

recognize only the harm done to the

woman but not to her child. But he called

this type of "single-victim approach" un-

fair to mothers and families who grieve

the loss of their unborn children.

The bill has been dubbed "Laci and

Conner's Law" after California murder

victims Laci Peterson and her unborn

son, Conner, who disappeared in 2002

and were later found dead. Laci's hus-

band, Scott, is charged with the mur-

ders.

The cardinal referred to Laci

Peterson in his letter, saying: "As Sharon

Rocha, mother of Laci Peterson and

grandmother of Conner, reminds us:

'There were two bodies Jihat washed up

in San Francisco Bay, and the law

should recognize that reality.'"

The bOl, sponsored in the Senate by

Sen. Mike DeWine, R-Ohio, has 25 co-

sponsors. The House version was spon-

sored by Rep. Melissa Hart, R-Pa., with

136 co-sponsors.

About 30 states have laws offering

some form of protection to unborn vic-

tims in crimes against pregnant women.

The House previously passed such a

bUl twice, in 1999 and 2001, but the

Senate took no action either time.

"We encourage people in the Diocese

of Charlotte to contact our two U.S.

Senators by fax, e-mail or phone," said

Maggi Nadol, director of the diocesan

Respect Life office.

Nadol suggested calling the

Capitol's switchboard at (202) 224-

3121 and leaving the following message:

"Please vote for the Unborn Victims

of Violence Act, S.1019, and oppose any

single-victim substitute amendment."

Nadol said people may also want to

visit the National Committee for a Hu-
man Life Amendment's Web site for a

list of co-sponsors at http://nchla.org/

uvva.htm.

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed to

this story.

Bishops, pro-lifers

oppose N.J. stem-
cell research

budget proposal
METUCHEN, N.J. (CNS) — If

New Jersey Gov. James E. McGreevey's

$6.5 million budget proposal to flind a

stem-cell institute is approved. New Jer-

sey will become the first state to use

taxpayer money for this type of research.

News of the prospective stem-cell

center was met with strong opposition

from the New Jersey Catholic bishops

and pro-life organizations. The governor

unveiled his budget Feb. 24.

In a statement from the New Jersey

Catholic Conference, the bishops reiter-

ated their position that embryonic stem-

cell research violates the sanctity of hu-

man life.

They warned that publicly funded

research poses profound moral ques-

tions, and urged individuals to contact

McGreevey and their legislative repre-

sentatives and let them know that they

oppose the use of their tax dollars to pay

for research that destroys human life.

Marie Tasy, public and legislative

affairs director for New Jersey Right to

Life, called the governor's budget pro-

posal "unconscionable."

"It is bad enough that Governor

McGreevey sold out humanity and ig-

nored the will of the people to do the

bidding of the biotech industry, be is

now trying to force this immoral re-

search down the throats of the taxpay-

ers," she said. "Taxpayers should not be

forced to fund this radical ... grisly ex-

perimentation on human beings."

McGreevey has been outspoken in

his efforts to promote embryonic stem-

cell research in New Jersey since a bill

authorizing it was signed into law in

January. On Feb. 13, the governor sent a

ktter to the state's Commissioner of

Health and Senior Services, requesting

that he help encourage the research.

La (BeCCa Sposa
the beautiful bride

i

Couture 'Wedding Cjo-u Its 'Tffliver girk * Comniunion

130 Matthews Station
C h o r I o 1 1 e, N C

phone :704. 847. 225 5

www.labellasposa.net
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Ministering to elders

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Father Kieran Nielsen speaks to senior Catliolics at the Fall Day of Reflection in

October 2003. The annual event provides seniors an opportunity to gather and

deepen their faith.

SENIORS, from page 1

Studies have shown that faith, love

and happiness are important factors in

living a longer, more fulfilling life.

According to the Web site

SeniorWorld Online, University of

California-Berkeley scientists studied

8,000 men and women and found death

rates were two to three times lower for

those who had social ties, such as

healthy relationships and deep reli-

gious beliefs.

Elder Ministry sponsors yearly

events including the Spring Fling and

Fall Day of Reflection, which provide

an opportunity for elders to gather for

entertainment, camaraderie, education

and spiritual enrichment. An annual

health fair highlights safety and health

issues unique to senior citizens.

The Spring Fling combines recre-

ational and well-being activities. In ad-

dition to activities such as bingo and

arts and crafts, participants can have

their blood pressure checked or attend a

KTC Transportation Co. inc

CALL 704-532-7605

Convention Services

Airport

Hotel

City Tours
Croups

Long & Short Tours
Beach Vacations
Games
Sports
SpeclaJ Events

Fax 704-552-7661 www.ktctransportation.com

Why would an anti-Catholic Presbyterian (PCA) minister

become a full-time Catholic apologist?

Come with friends and family to hear a FREE,
eye-opening, humorous talk by

GERRY MATATICS,
internationallY known Catholic Scripture scholar

Sunday, March 14

1:30 pm — HOW the Bible Converted Me to Catholicism

(a Protestant minister's surprising faith Journey)

3 pm — Will "Faith Alone" Get You to Heaven?
(what the Bible reaily teaches about saltation)

4:30 pm — IS "Scripture Alone" Taught in Scripture?

(what the Bible really teaches about Cod's word)

Question and Answer session follows

Ballantyne Resort
10000 Ballantyne commons Pkwy, Charlotte

(70a) 248-aOOO

Eastbound on 1-485: Exit 61 (Johnson Rd.)

right at end of ramp, left at light into
resort

Westbound on 1-485: Exit 61-B (Johnson
Rd.) into resort

demonstration of Healing Touch
therapy, a group of non-invasive tech-

niques that certified practitioners use to

promote self-healing by their patients.

"Spring Fling is like a homecoming
or a family reunion for many of the

seniors, and it is a day where everyone

can forget the demands of life and join

others in the spirit of oneness and
friendship," said Breakfield.

Unlike the games and enrichment

activities offered at Spring Fling, the

Senior Fall Day of Reflection is a time

for seniors to come together to explore

and challenge their faith, Breakfield

said.

"Seniors are very spiritually

grounded," she said. "They need, and

want, a special day to increase their

faith."

Elder Ministry also collaborates

with parishes and vicariates through a

series of classes and workshops to ad-

dress the concerns associated with ag-

ing. Although many churches already

have ministries established for seniors.

Elder Ministry helps them by
partnering parishes in order to enhance

their programs.

Elder Ministry has established

training models for a variety of services

including: information and referrals, re-

spite volunteers, "fi-iendly visitors," er-

rands and shopping, transportation,

reading, telephone reassurance,-

chore service and housekeeping,
handyperson and yard work, corre-

sponcdence and financial tasks, and pas-

toral care training.

Recognizing that each individual is

unique with specific needs, interests,

abilities and life experiences is a key to

successfully ministering to seniors,

Breakfield said.

"We must have respect and dignity

for those we serve," she said. "We need

to realize that each person has the right

to make decisions about his or her per-

sonal future."

According to Breakfield, Elder

Ministry is blessed with volunteers

who have many talents and gifts and

who are willing to share these through

support, training and more.

"Seniors are the backbone of our

ministry," said Breakfield. "This grow-

ing population is full of individuals

whom we look to for insight and wis-

dom."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information about Elder Min-

istry, please contact Sandra Breakfield

at (704) 370-3220 or e-mail

sabreakfield@charlottediocese.org.

Elder Ministry is one of36 ministries

funded by contributions to the Diocesan

Support Appeal.

MAKE THlf LENT

MORE MEANINOFUU

Come hear Bishop Emeritus

William G. Curlin speak on

THE PRE/ENCE OF
JEmr IN OUR LIVE/

Tuesday through Thursday

March 16J7 and 18

Mission of St. Gabriel Church, Charlotte

Morning sessions: Mass at 1 1 a.m.—
(followed by light lunch in the Ministry Center)

Evening sessions: 7 p.nn.

All are welcome to come and learn more about
* Prayer * cod's mercy * Jesus' presence in the Eucharist

Information:

Susan Krasniewski
704-362-5047, ext. 271,

St. Gabriel Church
301 6 Providence Road (at Sharon Amity)
Charlotte
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

The Jesuits;

heroes?
REVIEWED BY MICHELLE MARTIN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

When St. Ignatius Loyola and his

nine companions decided to formally or-

ganize themselves into a religious order,

they called themselves the "Compania

Jesus." Still, Loyola and the other

founders of the Jesuits hardly saw them-

selves as an example of a business enter-

prise. Chris Lowney does.

Lowney spent seven years in the

Jesuit novitiate in New York, leaving at

age 25 to embark on a career in invest-

ment banking at J.P. Morgan. What he

found in 16 years in the banking world

was that many of the leadership prin-

ciples and skills inculcated in Jesuit r^

corporate

HEROIC
LEADERSHIP

"Heroic Leadership: Best Practices

From a 450-Year-Old Company That

Changed the World," by Chris

Lowney. Loyola Press (Chicago,

2003). 330 pp., $24.95.

cruits translated well to the modern
business environment. He makes his

case in "Heroic Leadership: Best Prac-

tices From a 450-Year-Old Company
That Changed the World."

Lowney said the thought first oc-

curred to him when Morgan started doing

"360-degree feedback," meaning employ-

ees would have their performance evalu-

ated not only by their supervisors, but also

by their peers and those they supervised.

"I had this strong feeling of deja vu,"

said LoWney, who has since left Morgan
to work with the Catholic Medical Mis-

sion Board in New York. "When we did

it at Morgan, we rightly talked about

ourselves being way ahead of the curve.

But it was something I had already done

with the Jesuits."

Lowney left the Jesuits but ended up

in Asia — following in the footsteps of

Jesuit missionaries — for J.P. Morgan,

opening offices in Japan and Singapore.

That led him to wonder whether St.

Ignatius and other early Jesuits would

have any other valuable insights for

21st-century business leaders.

After all, they lived and worked in a

rapidly changing environment, not so

different fi-om today's. The invention of

the printing press and the sudden avail-

ability of books and other written mate-

rial created an information revolution

similar to the one engendered by the

recent development of instant, world-

wide electronic communication, and es-

tablished powers, such as the Catholic

Church, found themselves challenges in

ways they never imagined.

Loyola responded by forming a new
kind of religious order: one that was

mobile and adaptable, not tied to monas-

tic lands or schedules, one that called for

top-down control but individual initia-

tive, where each individual member was

encouraged to reach beyond his own
attitudes and abilities to find the best

way of fulfilling the Jesuit mission of

"helping souls."

Loyola did it, Lowney writes, by es-

tablishing four core leadership values:

sel^awareness, ingenuity, love and hero-

ism. Self-awareness was created by the

mandatory Spiritual Exercises, which

also taught recruits to look for novel solu-

tions and to see the world with eyes of

love. With those attitudes, heroic action

followed: evangelizing in Asia, exploring

uncharted territory around the world,

and establishing the largest, most re-

spected network of secondary schools in

Europe over the course of a generation.

As examples, Lowney uses figures

from early Jesuit history, from Loyola

and St. Francis Xavier to those who
aren't so well known, such as Matteo

Ricci and Benedetto de Goes.

The book deliberately avoids ex-

ploring the role of God in all this, but

Lowney readily admits that readers who
take it seriously might find themselves

contemplating the divine.

"When I talk about self-awareness, I

talk about knowing who you are, what

your core values are, how you relate to

the world," he said. "For a religious per-

son, that's going to lead right to God.

For a shallow person, that's going to

lead to trouble, because they won't know
what they stand for."

And, Lowney said, he wouldn't be

surprised if some people who don't con-

sider themselves religious read the book

and find themselves thinking about

what inspired the Jesuits.

As for Lowney's Jesuit fi'iends, he

hopes they learn something also.

"It might give them a new per-

spective," he said. "Sometimes you
have to be outside of something to look

at it a new way."

Even St. Ignatius as a management
guru?

"I was surprised," Lowney said,

"when I started researching, at his en-

lightened attitude toward delegation.

You see it in his letters: 'You are there

and you will know best what is to be

done and I will support your decision.'

That's the kind of delegating people talk

about now."

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MAR. 14, 2004

March J 4, Third

Sunday of Lent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Exodus 3:l-8a, 13-15

Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-11

2) 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12

3) Gospel: Luke 13:1-9

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

There's a saying that goes, "Life is

what happens when you're making
other plans."

I certainly have experienced the

truth ®f that statement, as have several

of my fi"iends and acquaintances. Loved

ones get cancer and die, cars get demol-

ished in traffic accidents, children move
away to college, jobs are gained and lost

again, and possessions are stolen— and

these just in my own family in the past

year! Few of those events were antici-

pated, much less planned.

Thus, I can relate somewhat to the

experience of Moses in the Exodus pas-

sage, for he was apparently minding his

own business, watching his father-in-

law's sheep, enjo)dng the scenery of Mt.

Horeb when he encountered God speak-

ing in a burning shrub.

It was enough of a shock to make
him leave the family business of

sheepherding and pursue the God busi-

ness of bearing messages of liberation to

his people whUe witnessing the unfold-

ing of events he could not have pre-

dicted.

It is one thing to recognize a

"theophany," or "God-appearance," in a

mysteriously blazing bush — but quite

another to discern God's message in the

unanticipated events ofour lives. There is

a human tendency to view such events,

especially the difficult ones that get our

lives off track, as punishment rather than

preparation for a higher calling.

Yet, the other Scripture readings

this Sunday remind us of the enormity of

God's love, mercy and patience. Faith

gives one the ability to recognize in un-

expected trials the cultivation that can

break up the hardened soil of our hearts

and bring us to fruitfulness.

The fire of God's love, experienced

through suffering, may purify, but it

does not consume.

Questions:

What unexpected difficulty has thrown

your life off track recently? How have such

experiences taught you about the depth of

God's hveforyou?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 7 - MARCH 13

Sunday (Second Sunday of Lent), Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18, Philippians 3:17—4:1,

Luke 9:28-36; Monday (Lenten Weekday), Daniel 9:4-10, Luke 6:36-38; Tuesday

(Lenten Weekday), Isaiah 1:10, 16-20, Matthew 23:1-12; Wednesday (Lenten

Weekday), Jeremiah 18:18-20, Matthew 20:17-28; Thursday (Lenten Weekday),

Jeremiah 17:5-10, Luke 16:19-31; Friday (Lenten Weekday), Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13,

17-28, Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46; Saturday (Lenten Weekday), Micah 7:14-15, 18-20,

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 14 - MARCH 20

Sunday (Third Sunday of Lent), Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15, 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12,

Luke 13:1-9; Monday (Lenten Weekday), 2 Kings 5:1-15, Luke 4:24-30; Tuesday

(Lenten Weekday), Daniel 3:25, 34-43, Matthew 18:21-35; Wednesday (Lenten

Weekday, SL Patrick), Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9, Matthew 5:17-19; Thursday (Lenten

Weekday, SL Cyril), Jeremiah 7:23-28, Luke 11:14-23; Friday (Feast of SL Joseph),

2 Samuel 7:4-5, 12-14, 16, Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22, Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24; Satur-

day (Lenten Weekday), Hosea 6:1-6, Luke 18:9-14
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BORROWED TIME

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13

14 15 ,e

17 19

i
20

21 22 23 _
25 26 28

29 30 ^' 32 3^^^^H

34 35 36 37

38 39 40 '

44 46 ^^47

48 k 49 50 51

52 53 54

55 56

ACROSS

1 Dictator Hussein (var.)

6 Russian composer

12 Steak

13 Talking to God

14 Cinders

15 Tear

16 Gov't agcy

17 Hwy

1 8 Address on message for Dicken's character?

20 Bound

21 Saint Anttiony's cross

23 Sellout

24 It's a Good Book

25 Sediment

27 Film director Welles

29 Hospital employee

31 "Carry me back Virginny"

34 Transmission company

36 Greek porch

38 Twig

41 May be a good question

43 Living will directives

44 Jigsaw, for one

45 Take it easy

47 Silver in the table

48 Gore and Sharpton

49 Indian number

50 XL

52 Not eating

54 Banish

55 Foe's partner

56 "That I may know how to speak to the weary

a word that will them" (Isaiah)

LASTWEEKS ANSWERS

1 Begins

2 Refrain from

3 Homer's aphorism

4 Working without

5 So when you're near me, darling

can't you hear (ABBA song)

6 Grasp

7 Lick

8 Found in irony and piety

9 Babylonian god

10 Prayer posture, perhaps

11 Ancient Babylonian city

13 Previous

19 Prelude

20 Greek island

22 Alaskan knife

.

24 Derisive sound

26 Path

28 Chair

30 Droop

32 India tnc.

33 Gives

35 Chinese musical instrument

37 Diamond pattern

38 Shepherd's stick

39 Bear type

40 Italian physicist

42 Thin cake

45 " your hearts, not your garments." (Joel)

46 Hugs and kisses

49 l^/letallic element

51 Broadcasting frequency type

53 The_ of Piglet (Hoff book)

Serving the Carolinas
for more than 23 years!

Special Cards, Religious Articles,
Unique Gifts

Fr il

CARptlNA CATHOLIC
_ BOOKSHOPPE m
V =u

704^342-2878
Fax (704) 334-3313
441 0-F Monroe Road,
Charlotte, 28205

We welcome mail orders
and special orders!

Mon-Fri 9:30 AM - 5:30 pm
Sat 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

VVV\^.CAROLINACATHOLICBOOKS.COM

TV WATCH

Tatrick' movie portrays

historical tale
BY GERRI PARE

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK (CNS)— A saint who
came back to the land where he had been

enslaved, intent on spreading the Chris-

tian message of love andforgiveness, is

recalled in docudrama style in "Patrick,"

to be shown Sunday, March 14, 10-1

1

p.m. EST on cable's Hallmark Channel.

The program corrects some com-
mon misconceptions: that Patrick was
Irish and he drove the snakes out of

Ireland (where they don't exist). Instead,

he was born in Britain as the pampered,

far-from-faith-filled son of a Roman
nobleman. In his teens, his plush lifestyle

and family were torn from him when
slave traders kidnapped him and sold

him into slavery to an Irish chieftain.

Serving as a shepherd, the dis-

traught youth gradually turned to

prayer and after six years made a dar-

ing escape and returned home. But
memories haunted him and Patrick felt

God wanted him to preach the Good
News in pagan Ireland. Ordained to the

priesthood, he sailed back to Ireland in

432 A.D. and in essence converted the

entire populace. That this was accom-

plished without resorting to violence is

a historical rarity.

Liam Neeson narrates the story of

Patrick, mostly using the saint's own
written words, which are spoken by

Gabriel Byrne. Emmy-winning film-

maker Pamela Wagner weds a soulful

Celtic music track to striking visuals of

the Irish coastline and rugged land-

scapes. Violent images are discreetly

blurred, making the program entirely

family-friendly.

The viewer sees teen slave

Patrick shivering on a barren hillside

and can relate to his hopelessness and
understand how he turned in his de-

spair to God's mercy. Additional

commentary to fill in historical con-

text is provided by scholars and au-

thors such as Frank McCourt. The
program also addresses how the Irish

monasteries Patrick founded were in-

strumental in preserving Western
civilization's literary traditions

through the Dark Ages.

A visually polished biography, it

captures how the unfortunate youth ma-
tured spiritually and was able to return

to Ireland not with vengeance in his

heart but with a spirit of forgiveness and

a desire to share God's abundant love.

Pare is director ofthe Officefor Film
& Broadcasting ofthe U.S. Corference of
Catholic Bishops.

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:

"Of all the advertisingfor my store, the biggest return for my money has been

from The Catholic News & Herald. I track the success with a coupon and

receive more customers with coupons than from all other advertising sources

combined. It's great!"

— Tony Gagliardo, President, The Catholic Company at Lake Norman

/" 1 THE

Catholic
NEW^'>^|^.ERAI..D

CALL TODAY for low rates to tell over 125,000 readers

every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Fricn(l<,!ups With Fainilies

We know it isn't easy to invnte someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers aie thoroughly screened.

704 549 4010
ViAtdti^ Angels.^^

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@VisitingAngels.com
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CULTURE WATCH
March 5, 2004

UNEASY RIDERS

CNS PHOTO FROM Warner Bros. Pictures

Ben Stiller and Owen Wilson star in the lame comedy "Starsky & Hutch."

'Starsky & Hutch' catch

familiar, tired script
BY DAVID DiCERTO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — Geographically

situated amid rain-deprived southern

California, Hollywood is no stranger

to drought; it is, after all, a glorified

desert.

Tinseltown's paucity of precipita-

tion is mirrored by a creative drought

of sorts, resulting in its trend of

churning out pointless movies de-

rived from old TV shows. In the past

year alone there were supersized film

versions of such TV series as

"Charlie's Angels" and "I Spy."

The most recent victim of a dehy-

drated muse is Todd Phillips, the di-

rector and co-writer of "Starsky &
Hutch" (Warner Bros.), a relentlessly

unfunny comedy based on the 1970s'

buddy-cop drama of the same name.

Apparently, like barrels, recycling

bins also have bottoms, which is

where he must have found his script.

Set in the fictitious crime-ridden

metropolis of Bay City, the film, as in

the TV series, centers on two maver-

ick cops: Brillo-haired Det. David
Starsky (Ben Stiller), a short-fused

bulldog with a badge, and his tow-

headed partner Ken "Hutch"
Hutchinson (Owen Wilson), a laid-

back ladies' man.

Starsky's overzealous, run-
through-a-brick-wall-to-catch-a-
perp mentality has made him burn
through partners faster than his

flashy red Ford Gran Torino burns

through tire treads. On the other

hand. Hutch, who marches to his own
Miranda Code, just wants to have fun

and, unlike anger-management can-

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

Please call Anne Lanka at 704-799-0416 for

questions or an audition.

ACCOMPANIST: "Sanctuary," the contempo-
rary worship group of Saint Therese Catholic

Church in Mooresville, is looking for an experi-

enced accompanist for the 5:30 pm Sunday
evening Mass. The group practices Sundays at

lUillpni, followed by Mass from 6:30-6:30 pm.

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike V^ilkinson (704.) 84.5-

1-H6.

Classified ads bring resuits! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

didate Starsky, is not above fraterniz-

ing with shady characters like the

pimpishly flamboyant informant
Huggy Bear (Snoop Dogg).

This clash of personalities sets up

the framework for much of what un-

folds, making their investigation of

crime kingpin Reese Feldman (Vince

Vaughn), who has figured out a way
to make cocaine undetectable to drug-

sniffing dogs, a pro forma plot device.

While, in fairness, Stiller and
Wilson work well together and gen-

erate some laughs (rare and guilty

though they are), their chemistry
does little to distract viewers from the

inanity of the script. Full of forced

humor and canned camp, the film's

comedy gets stuck in a holding pat-

tern of silly sight gags that never

advance past spoofing '70s ambience.

Most of the visual punch lines revolve

around lampooning the era's comical

coifs and retro couture.

Of course, there isn't much space

for anything else since the filmmaker

has crammed seemingly every song
ever recorded that decade into the

soundtrack, with just enough room
left over for the prerequisite riffs of

cheesy guitar wah-wah pedal music

particular to shows of that period.

Even the goofy outtakes during the

closing credits are redundant; the

whole film plays like one big blooper.

Fans of the 1975-79 series may
not find much to applaud beyond the

movie's faithful replication of

Starsky's ubiquitous Torino and a

late-in-the-game cameo by the origi-

nal duo (David Soul and Paul
Michael Glaser).

Part of the problem is Phillips

never really decides what film he is

A SAINT YOU SHOULD KNOW

JOHN OF GOD

John was born in Portugal in the 1 500s. He

served as a soldier until the age of 40, when

he vowed to make amends for his dissolute life.

He decided to sell religious articles and books

and help those who needed his assistance.

After experiencing a manic episode, John was

calmed by the advice and consolation of John

of Avila and set himself to aiding the poor and

the sick. He is the founder of the order of

Brothers Hospitallers. He is the patron of heart

patients, the sick, nurses and hospitals. His

feast is March 8.

making, vacillating awkwardly be-

tween outright parody and homage.
However, with films like "Road Trip"

(2000) and "Old School" (2003) un-

der his directorial belt, it should come
as no surprise that his ode to disco

detective work has much the same
sophomoric sleaziness as his previous

forays into crudeville, including
scenes involving perverted inmates

(Will Ferrell), and oversexed cheer-

leaders (Carmen Electra and Amy
Smart). The flick's lighthearted use of

cocaine and the lax mores of the era as

contrivances of comedy are also un-

welcome.

In one of the film's lamer mo-
ments, Stiller and Wilson perform as

mimes at a bat mitzvah for

Feldman's daughter. Prompted by
the boredom on the children's faces,

the gangster briskly ushers them off"-

stage — if only he could have as

quickly ushered the whole movie off"

the screen.

Due to sexual situations involv-

ing partial nudity and same-sex kiss-

ing, recurring drug content, some
violence and much crude language

and humor, the USCCB Office for

Film & Broadcasting classification is

L — limited adult audience, films

whose problematic content many
adults would find troubling. The Mo-
tion Picture Association of America
rating is PG-13 — parents are

strongly cautioned. Some material

may be inappropriate for children un-

der 13.

DiCerto is on the staff of the Office

for Film & Broadcasting of the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

PRINCIPAL

Sacred Heart Cathedral School of Knoxville, Tennessee is seeking an individual

for the position of Principal beginning Summer 2004. The school has an

enrollment of 650-1- students grades K-8 and 50 teaching faculty. The Principal

must be a practicing Catholic interested in achieving the school's mission of

"dedication to living and teaching Gospel values." A master's degree and

teaching/administration experience are preferred. Salary and benefits

commensurate with the position.

Qualified candidates should forward resume and cover letter to:

Gregory M. Mathien, M.D.

Chair, Search Committee

Sacred Heart Cathedral

71 1 Northshore Dr.

Knoxville, TN 37919

Applications should be received by: May 1, 2004.

Sacreil Heuti Cathedral Srhool

Kaith-l'amilv-rutiii-e
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A wonderfully

effective missioner
Glenmary Father Tom Field dies at 64

CINCINNATI — Glenmary Fa-

ther Tom Field, who served in the

Diocese of Charlotte in the early

1990s, died Feb. 27, 2004 in Cincin-

nati. The native of Minneapolis,

Minn., died following surgery on Feb.

23. He suffered from Parkinson's dis-

ease.

A Mass of Christian burial was
celebrated at St. Mathias Church in

Cincinnati March 4, with internment

at Gate of Heaven Cemetery.

A member of the Cincinnati-

based Glenmary Home Missioners

Glenmary Father Tom Field

for 29 years. Father Field entered

Glenmary in 1974. His early assign-

ments following his 1978 ordination

included parishes in Alabama and
Tennessee.

In 1991, he assumed the pastor-

ate of St. Joseph Church in Bryson
City, and in 1992, the church's mis-

sion. Our Lady of Guadalupe, in

Cherokee.

Over the next eight years. Father
Field became well-known for his

community involvement. Although
he never liked to discuss his involve-

ment, he proudly talked of the
parish's involvement in a center for

victims of domestic violence. Meals

on Wheels, the local food pantry and

many other outreach programs.

"Father Tom's personality and

demeanor put people at ease," said

Glenmary Father Dan Dorsey, presi-

dent of Glenmary and a classmate of

Father Field. "He had a wonderful

gift of making people feel welcome in

his presence, which made him a won-
derfully effective missioner, especially

to those with special needs."

Father Field's community in-

volvement led to a death threat from
the Ku Klux Klan while he served in

Alabama.
After intervening to stop a

Klansman from abusing his wife. Fa-

ther Field received a note from the

Klan saying they were going to shoot

him.

"I backed off for a couple of days,"

said Father Field in 2000. "But then I

said, 'I'm not going to let them scare

me' and I went about my work."

A year later, he received another

note saying the Klan had been ob-

serving him, and they thought he was
doing OK. With his wry humor, Fa-

ther Field said, "Gee, if the Klan likes

me, I must be doing something
wrong."

Those to whom he ministered

would strongly disagree. To them,

Father Field had a heart as large as

the rural countryside he loved and in

which he ministered.

When the advance of Parkinson's

disease meant he could no longer
serve as a mission pastor, in 2000 he

moved to Glenmary's mission in

Madisonville, Tenn., and served as its

sacramental minister. Health issues

forced him to move permanently to

Cincinnati in 2001.

He is survived by his fellow

missioners and many friends, includ-

ing Mary Herr and Jim McCullough
of Bryson City.

Father Field requested memori-
als be made to Glenmary Home
Missioners, P.O. Box 465618, Cincin-

nati, Ohio 45246-5618.

Consolidate

High-interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

low Interest

& Interest-only

Programs

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

e

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

NO Payment
until

May 20041

No
Out-of -Pocket

Closing costs

I'll help you realize your home ownership dreams.

*Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

Inic-ix-sl rale sliowii is Prime (4%), minus 1/4%, based on H0% or less LTV. Subject to undej-writinR conditions.

Continuing catecliesis

CouRTESf Photo e> M.'Rii. M*rtiNO

Fifteen of the 20 faith formation leaders and catechists of the Diocese of Charlotte

enjoy dinner at a restaurant Feb. 6 during the annual East Coast Conference in

Washington, D.C. Feb. 5-8. The conference, sponsored by the National Center for

Pastoral Leadership, was themed "Whole Community Catechesis" and open to all

pastoral leaders involved in catechesis, liturgy, music ministry, RCIA and other

ministries.

THIS MONTH IN -1999

Bishop Emeritus Michael J. Begley celebrated his 90th birthday March 12, 1999. Bishop

William G. Curlin was the principal celebrant of a Mass celebrated in Bishop Begley's

honor in the chapel of Maryfield Nursing Home in High Point. Bishop Begley was the first

bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte and served as such for 12 years.

"Bishop Begley has provided great comfort and encouragement to me and to so many
people across the Diocese of Charlotte through the years," said Bishop Curlin. "His lead-

ership and his kindness continue to be treasured."

DON'T PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!!

You could be singing too after more tlian

125,000 readers see YOUR company's
ad iiere!

how ad rates - easyfor small businesses and
individuals, too! -^y^^

CVTHQLIC
Call (704) 370-3332 now! NEW&SHERALD

ATENCION JPVENES!
Attention all YOUTH and YOUNG ADULTS!

Join us for

CORPUS CHRISTI CELEBRATION
Saturday, June 12 9:30 am - 6:30 pm

Belmont Abbey College

Celebrate the day with music, prayer,

workshops, lunch as well as a keynote
address and Eucharistic liturgy with
Bishop Peter Jugis.

$10 includes lunch

Register with your parish youth minister or call (704) 370-3243.

Sponsored by diocesan offices serving youth and young adults
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Pope begins Lenten retreat,

appeals for children

in danger
BY JOHN THAVIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Before be-

ginning a weeklong Lenten retreat,

Pope John Paul II made a special

appeal for children victimized by

adults.

Children "are often the innocent

victims of the wickedness of men," he

said at his weekly Angelus blessing

Feb. 29.

"The church dedicates to them
special care because it is Christ him-

self who tells us: "Whoever receives

one child such as this in my name
receives me,'" he said.

"May this period of the liturgical

The Pope

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

year transform itself into a generous

contest of solidarity toward these

little ones, especially those in serious

danger and difficulty," he said.

The pope dedicated his Lenten
message this year to children, includ-

ing those harmed by sexual abuse,

forced prostitution, drug abuse,

forced labor and military combat and
human trafficking.

The pontiff made his remarks
from his apartment window over-

looking St. Peter's Square a few hours

before the start of his week of spiri-

tual exercises. All papal audiences

and events were canceled for the re-

treat.

The retreat, also attended by
many of the pope's top aides, was to

feature the preaching of Italian Msgr.
Bruno Forte, a professor of theology

from Naples. The schedule also in-

cluded daily prayers, recital of the

rosary and adoration of the Eucha-
rist.

Msgr. Forte was preaching on
the theme, "Following you, the light

of life," taken from Christ's words in

St. John's Gospel: "I am the light of

the world. Whoever follows me will

not walk in darkness."

In an interview with the Italian

newspaper Avvenire, Msgr. Forte

said that, paradoxically, it is Christ's

suffering on the cross that brings

light to Christians in every age. He
said, however, there were two risks

for Christians who contemplate
Christ's Passion.

"To be avoided on the one hand is

'dolorism' that would make Chris-

tianity almost exclusively about suf-

fering and death, when in reality we
are witnesses of the resurrection," he

said.

"On the other hand, however,
there is the opposite risk, naive opti-

mism, which can end up ignoring
what price was paid for our salva-

tion," he said.

On Feb. 28, the pope met with

members of four Roman parishes in

the Vatican's audience hall, resuming
a series of encounters suspended last

year. The pope has visited 301 of the

336 parishes in the Diocese of Rome.
Last year, because the pope could

no longer walk unaided, the Vatican

began inviting the remaining par-

ishes to come to the Vatican. The pon-

tiff remarked in late February that

ultimately he wanted to visit with the

faithful of all the parishes of his dio-

cese.

The Feb. 28 event was the first

group encounter of several parishes

in a single audience. The pope cel-

ebrated Mass and, in his sermon,
spoke about the need for a "strong

and decisive struggle against the

devil" in modern times. He said Lent
was the time when all Christians are,

like Christ before them, called into the

"desert" and asked to purify them-
selves through prayer and penitential

practices.

The sinfUl crime of sexual abuse of

minors at the hands of clergy

What the Diocese

of Charlotte is

doing about it

As Lent 2004 begins, the Catholic

Church in America and the Diocese of

Charlotte are once again under intense

scrutiny for sins of the past.

The information found among the

statistics of the John Jay study and the

qualitative analysis of the National Re-

view Board report were both released on

Feb. 27. They are a painful reminder

that over the past 54 years, some Catho-

lic clergy members committed the sinflil

crime of child sex abuse.

The study was conducted indepen-

dently by the John Jay School of Crimi-

nal Justice of the City University ofNew
York and paid for by the United States

Conference of Catholic Bishops. The Na-
tional Review Board study was also con-

ducted independently and paid for by

the bishops.

The Diocese of Charlotte was
founded in 1972. Since then, 677 men
have served as priests. Based on a review

of diocesan records, 13 priests had alle-

gations of sexual misconduct made
against them. Upon investigation, two
priests were exonerated.

The percentage of priests in the dio-

cese with allegations against them dur-

From the

Bishop

MOST REV.
PETER J. JUGIS

• Bishop of Charlotte

ing this period is 1 .9 percent. Of the 1

1

men for whom substantiated allegations

were made, none are in ministry in the

Diocese of Charlotte.

During this same period of 30 years,

1 8 allegations of sexual misconduct were

made against the 13 priests and the

diocese paid $704,439 for counseling

and other services to victims, and for

legal fees.

During 2003, an additional amount
of $10,892 was paid for counseling.

However, no additional allegations were

made.

Diocesan insurance funds and the

diocesan general fund were used for pay-

ments. No money from the Diocesan

Support Appeal (DSA) and no parish

savings were used.

The John Jay study has no real

counterpart in any other profession. No
institution has ever looked as deeply into

its past in search of tragic information of

this nature. But the bishops followed

through on this study to make sure that

this terrible problem will not recur.

The bishops of America undertook

this study, knowing full well that it

would put our church and this sinful

crime in the spotlight. The bishops can't

change history, but we can make sure

that it is not repeated by determining

the nature and the scope of the problem.

With this information, the bishops can

determine whether the steps we have

taken are adequate to the problem.

Here in the Diocese of Charlotte, we
have policies, procedures, people, pro-

grams and, most importantly, prayer to

address this problem. Prayer is the pri-

ority response for the people of God
when confronted with something as evil

as sex abuse.

I pray on a daily basis for all victims

of this crime, and I have asked the

140,000 Catholics in our 46-county dio-

cese to do the same.

In addition to prayer, we have:

— A written policy to deal with the

sin of sex abuse that was put in place in

1994. This policy has been updated to

reflect the values expressed in 2002 in

the "Charter for the Protection of Chil-

dren and Young People."

— Procedures that encourage
people to come forward if they have

witnessed or experienced sex abuse. The
procedures can be found on our web site

at www.charlottediocese.org.

We also encourage anyone who has

been a victim to report the incident to

civil authorities and we pledge our coop-

eration with any investigation.

— People who wiU act as advocates

for the victims of sex abuse. Three vic-

tims'' assistance advocates are located in

diocesan offices in Charlotte, Winston-

Salem and Asheville.

— Training for clergy, staffand vol-

unteers. Since 2002, more than 7,000

diocesan employees and volunteers have

completed the Protecting God's Chil-

dren Training Program to help them

recognize and prevent the sexual abuse

of children.

,— The Review Board. This group of

volunteers, with the exception of one

priest, are not employed by the diocese.

The group includes a psychological

counselor. The board's role is to review

allegations of abuse and to make recom-

mendations to me.

The theme for Lent this year as set

forth by Pope John Paul II is, "Whoever
receives one such child in my name re-

ceives me." (Mt 18:5) It is an invitation

for all of us. Catholic or not, to reflect

upon the condition of children and espe-

cially those children who have been pro-

foundly hurt by the violence of adults.

Along with them, we remember
those adults who are now carrying

the scars of sexual abuse they re-

ceived as children from some clergy

several decades ago.

We are all caUed to protect children

and young people. I am personally com-

mitted to the safety of children and

proud that the Diocese of Charlotte is in :

fijU compliance with the "Charter for the

Protection of Children and Young
People" that was adopted by the bishops

in June of 2002.

Peace be with you.
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The faith of C,S. Lewis
C.S. Lewis died Nov. 22, 1963. He

was a Christian writer who had no peer

J
when it came to challenging skeptics.

Though he was a brilliant defender of

the faith, it may come as a surprise to

learn that Clive Staples Lewis was an

atheist most of his adult life.

His mysterious conversion from

nonbelief to exemplary faith was a

miracle of grace. Such miracles give

hope to many Catholic parents who
have seen their sons and daughters

fall away from the church.

The number of lapsed Catholics is

growing, and we need to invite them
back. We also need to be mindful of

the 100 million secular Americans
who never had any connection with

the Catholic Church. Our goal is to

proclaim the reality of the kingdom of

God's love and joy.

But how do we do this? The secu-

lar culture has lost its sense of God,

its sense of sin and its sense of the

sacredness of family life. Evangeliza-

tion is more a matter of prayer and

personal holiness than of making
proclamations from a soapbox.

Lewis wrote in his book "Mere
Christianity": "If you read history,

you will find that the Christians who
did the most for the present world

were just those who thought most
about the next."

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS Columnist

The Lord's Prayer contains the

words "deliver us from evil." Lewis

believed that we should pray with

conviction to be delivered from evil

powers. The liberals dismissed Lewis'

concept of diabolical influence as "me-

dieval" superstition. But Lewis was
realistic. He would not have blamed
9-11 on the devil. He believed that

evil is man's doing, but he insisted

that it is not man's destiny.

He said, "The power of choice

makes evil possible, but choice is also

the only thing that makes possible any

love, goodness or joy worth having."

He urged us to choose love and joy.

Pray that your loved ones will be de-

livered from evil so they may come to

the knowledge of God's love and joy.

Joseph Laconte, writing about

Lewis in the New York Times, Nov.

22, 2003, had this to say:

"Unlike the cynic, Lewis refused

to blame the faith itself for the short-

comings of the church. Instead his

writings offer bright glimpses into

the moral beauty of divine goodness,

what Lewis called the weight of glory.

It is the vision of the holy that has

produced many of the masterpieces of

art and music. This same vision moti-

vates the faithful to risk everything to

relieve the world's suffering: caring

for plague victims, defending the

rights of children, guiding slaves to

freedom, breaching war zones to feed

the poor."

Blessed Mother Teresa of

Calcutta comes to mind in this con-

text. Unceremoniously, she did all of

the above. I met her three times.

When she asked me to give a retreat

to her novices in New Jersey, I was
thrilled. The thing I remember most
about her was her joy.

"Joy is prayer," she wrote. "Joy is

strength. Joy is love. Joy is a net of

love by which you can catch souls.

God loves a cheerful giver. One gives

most who gives joy. The best way to

show gratitude to God and people is

to accept everything with joy. Never
let anything so fill you with sorrow as

to make you forget the joy of Christ

risen.

"I tell this to my sisters," she con-

tinued, "and I tell this to you."

A personal memory of Captain Kangaroo

In late January when I heard that

Captain Kangaroo, a man who
brought positive teaching to our chil-

dren for three decades, had died, I felt

a personal sadness as I recalled a

wonderful memory.
Bob Keeshan, the Captain, and

his wife Jeanne invited me into their

home on Long Island back in 1962. I

was a brand new feature writer for a

new Catholic newspaper, and they
were willing to talk to inexperienced

me. They were the first celebrities I

ever interviewed, and they truly

helped me get off to a good start.

The meeting came about through
a coincidence. I met a woman who
had been Jeanne Keeshan's classmate

at the Catholic College of New Roch-
elle. She offered to suggest the inter-

view to the famous couple. At the

same time, I met a fellow member of

St. Joseph's, the parish the Keeshans
attended in Babylon, the Long Island

town where they lived. She also sug-

gested I interview this fine couple, so

devoted to their faith and family.

I feared that people in important
positions weren't exactly clamoring
to be interviewed for my paper. The
Long Island Catholic, which was then

only a few months old. It had been
started by Msgr. Richard Hanley, a

charismatic priest, enthusiastic about
Vatican Council II.

He believed the new Rockville

Centre Diocese — just split off from

the Brooklyn Diocese — should have

its own Catholic paper. He believed

the press, by presenting good report-

ing on the important work of the

church, from parishes to the Vatican,

could energize Catholics in their faith.

When I told him about the admi-

ration I had for Captain Kangaroo,
who was wholesomely entertaining

and educating children every morn-
ing on his TV show, and that I

thought I could get an interview,

Msgr. Hanley said, "Go!"

I met with the Keeshans in their

white colonial home, also meeting
their three children, two parakeets,

three cats and two dogs. I was sur-

prised how young the Captain was,

then 35, since he looked rather grand-

fatherly on television. "We decided

upon a gray-haired, mustached Cap-
tain because there is a basic warm
relationship that exists between an

old person and a young child," he

explained.

They talked about how impor-
tant it is for parents to really connect

with their children when their work
requires them to be away from home
a lot. They both also had a record of

doing community service, saying
they believed it is important for

Catholics to bring their training into

the community.
"The average non-Catholic will

not approach a clergyman, but he will

talk to a layman," Keeshan said. "On

The Bottom

Line

ANTOINETTE
BOSCO

CNS Columnist

my school board work, I believe I did

more good there as a Catholic than I

could have done working for a church

organization."

My own children always were a

bit proud of me for having inter-

viewed the Captain. Then my son Pe-

ter also had the privilege of meeting
this television icon of his childhood

memories. Bob Keeshan was the com-
mencement speaker in 1988 when Pe-

ter graduated from Western Con-
necticut State University. Peter shook

his hand, told him his mother once

had interviewed him, and, to his sur-

prise, the Captain said, "Oh yes, I

remember."

To this day I remember the cour-

tesy of the Keeshans, Jeanne, who
died in 1990, and Bob, now with her,

for trusting an untried young re-

porter to come into their home and
probe their life story. They gave me
affirmation and confidence and a les-

son: that we never know the ways in

which we affect another person.

The real value

ofgood

conversation

The Human

Side

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS Columnist

Nothing is more heavenly than feel-

ing comfortable in a heartfelt conversa-

tion with another person who is welcom-

ing and who can draw the best out of us.

What is the secret ofgood conversa-

tion?

Two great historical figures, Cicero,

the great Roman statesman, and Pope

Paul VI concurred that good conversa-

tion starts with clarity, which is more
than enunciating words. It means mak-
ing words precious and ensuring that

the listener feels their preciousness.

When, for example, the word "entre-

preneurial" is employed in the sense of

being creative, the demands of clarity

counsel us to restate it in different ways:

being novel, thinking beyond the ordi-

nary, being adventuresome and coura-

geous. This makes clear what one is

talking about and gives it flavor.

Kindness is part of good conversa-

tion— and it is an act of kindness to be

clear. When we go out of our way to

clearly define ourselves to another, it is a

sign that we are well-disposed toward

that person. We want to be on the same

wavelength, to have an I-thou relation in

which we not only share ideas but com-
mit to the other out of respect.

Kindness sets aside egos and suspi-

cion. It adopts the wholesome desire to

be at one with the other person and as

open as possible.

Cardinal John Henry Newman, who
wrote a beautiful treatise on the nature of

a gentleman, would remind us to take

care to avoid sa3dng anything that of-

fends and always to try to make our

listener feel that he or she is enriching us

— not that we are enriching him or her.

Another excellent quality of good
conversation is forgetting one's world

and entering into the world of the person

with whom we are speaking. There is a

tendency when others are speaking to

drift off into our own world of thoughts.

Instead of listening, we springboard off

their thoughts into our own ideas; we
don't ever fully hear the other person.

We don't fully enter into that person's

world and remain there. (No wonder
teachers often shout out in class, "Are

you with me?")

Ifwe could ever so little increase the

art of good conversation today, I believe

we would change the world. Wars, fam-

ily breakups and endless court battles

would be stemmed, while education

would improve dramatically.

Best of all, we would experience an

unimaginable harmony in our lives.
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St. Matthew Church blossoms as spiritual

home to many Charlotte Catholics

Photo by Kaben A. Evans

St. Matthew Church in Charlotte is one of the largest Catholic churches In the

Carolinas.

CHARLOTTE — Several hundred

Catholics gathered for the first Masses

celebrated at St. Matthew Church in

south Charlotte almost 20 years ago.

Today, the church is one of the largest in

the Carolinas and its membership con-

tinues to thrive.

Father (now Msgr.) Joseph Kerin

was chancellor of the Diocese of Char-

lotte when then-Bishop John F.

Donoghue appointed him as pastor of

the new parish created on Sept. 21,

1986, the feast of St. Matthew. It was the

10th Catholic parish to be named in

Mecklenburg County.

Father Kerin celebrated the parish's

first two Sunday Masses in early No-
vember in a local cinema, and liturgies in

a Lutheran church and Charlotte Latin

School followed. The movie theater

Masses continued until 1989.

As parish membership quickly

grew to 600 families, a fiind drive was

begun to construct a parish center to

allow space for faith formation and meet-

ings. The 1 8,000-square foot facility was

dedicated on July 22, 1989, and Bishop

Donoghue, Bishop Emeritus Michael J.

Begley and now-Msgr. Kerin celebrated

the dedication Mass in the new building.

For seven years, the parish center's

gymnasium served as a sanctuary, a

classroom area and reception hall. With
more than 1,500 people attending

Masses, discussions ensued about the

need to buUd a new sanctuary on the

property.

After about 18 months of planning

and a year of . designing,

groundbreaking for the new building

took place in October 1994. Following

another year and a half of construction.

SAINT MAHHEW CHURCH

801 5 Ballantyne Commons Parkway

Charlotte, N.C. 28277

(704) 543-7677

Vicariate: Charlotte

Pastor: Msgr. John J. McSweeney

Parochial Vicars: Father Due Duong,

Father Carmen Malacari

Senior Priest in Residence: Father

Eugene Schelberg

Deacons: Rev. Mr. Jeffrey Evers,

Rev. Mr. James Hamrlik

Pastoral Associate: Mercy Sister

Jeanne Marie Kienast

Number of Households: 5,2662

Msgr. John J. McSweeney

the new 36,000-square foot sanctuary

was dedicated by then-Bishop William

G. Curlin on March 17, 1996. Almost

2,150 families composed the congrega-

tion at the time.

The stadium-style sanctuary seats

more than 2,000 people, making it the

largest Catholic church building in the

Diocese of Charlotte. A small eucharistic

chapel is utilized for adoration and makes

the Blessed Sacrament visible to the con-

gregation in the main sanctuary. Above
the altar is a stained glass depiction of the

Holy Spirit in the form of a dove. The
piece was designed and crafted in

StatesvUle. The peak of the interior ceiling

is 52 feet high, and the large baptismal

font is located in the center aisle.

In addition to the eucharistic chapel,

meeting rooms, offices, a library, a bridal

room, a choir rehearsal hall, a sacristy

and rooms for ushers and altar servers

are also part of the complex.

In July 1996, the Capuchin Fathers

fi-om the Province of the Stigmata of St.

Francis arrived at St. Matthew Church
to assume the pastorate. Capuchin Fa-

ther Edmund Walker was appointed as

pastor.

On July 7, 1999, Bishop Curlin ap-

pointed Msgr. John J. McSweeney as the

third pastor of St. Matthew Church. Un-
der Msgr. McSweeney's guidance, the

parishioners once again prepared for fli-

ture expansion.

On Sept. 15-16, 2001, the parish

celebrated its 15th anniversary with a

"Family Fun Day Festival." The follow-

ing day, the parish held a

groundbreaking to add a ministry

building, a 85-foot tall bell tower, a

3,500-square foot daily Mass chapel that

seats 175 people, and a 25-classroom,

62,600-square foot education center to

its existing sanctuary and parish center.

The parking lot was expanded to accom-

modate 900 automobiles, and is regu-

larly filled to capacity.

The two-story, 30,000-square foot

ministry building, called the New Life

Center, was also built adjacent to the

church structure to support groups and

adult activities.

In 2003, the K-5 student body of All

Saints School in Charlotte relocated to

the education center and became St.

Matthew Elementary School.

One hundred and four ministries

now continue to thrive at the parish,

with more than 4,000 trained volunteers

actively involved. Ministries include eu-

charistic adoration; family enrichment;

Respect Life; Habitat for Humanity; Boy
and Girl Scouts; missions to Jamaica,

Haiti and Kentucky; and Knights of Co-

lumbus and Columbiettes. A faith for-

mation program with more than 3,000j|

students — from 3-year-olds to highl

schoolers— is administered by 347 faithj

formation teachers.

The church has six weekend
Masses, including a Saturday Life Teen
Mass, and Catholic Social Services coun-

selors operate out of the facility. The
parish, which emphasizes lay participa-

tion, has an active pastoral and finance

council, and a variety of parish organiza-

tions and commissions tend to parish

and community needs through liturgi-

cal, family, social, athletic and other

forms of outreach.

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCatholicCompany
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.CatholicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Cathollc store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for
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• Unique gifts

& cards

• Statues

• Books, rosaries,

medals
• Artworl<

CALL 704-655-9090
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19905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28

(Johnsburv Square - next to Goodwill)

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of ttie way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431
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WELCOMING THE ELECT

Bishop Jugis

celebrates rite

of eiection

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — "It is

spiritually rewarding to see

how the Holy Spirit is working

in the hearts and souls of
people wanting to be fully ini-

tiated into the Catholic

Church," said Bishop Peter J.

Jugis.

The bishop welcomed ap-

proximately 80 catechumens

and 212 candidates to the

Catholic Church at St. Mat-
thew Church March 6. The
rite of election and call to con-

tinuing conversion at St. Mat-
thew was ont ' df three sucii

events that took place in the

diocese, introducing several

hundred soon-to-be Catholics

to Bishop Jugis.

Parishes from the western

counties gathered for the rite

Feb. 29 at Immaculate Con-
ception Church in

HendersonvUle. On March 7,

See ELECTION, page 9

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Bishop Peter J. Jugis greets

candidates following the rite of

election and call to continuing

conversion at St. Matthew
Church March 6.

THE

NEWS
SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

READY, SET, EXCEL

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

AJ Mills, a student at Our Lady of the Assumption School in Charlotte, competes in the MACS
Academic Games Tournament held at the school March 10-11.

Academic Games
cliailenge MACS students

OLA SCHOOL FAMILY

WORKS TO BENEFIT

CHILDREN

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Spirits

are high at Our Lady of the

Assumption School.

The school hosted the

Mecklenburg Area Catholic

Schools Academic Games
Tournament March 10-11,

with almost 50 students from

various MACS schools partici-

pating in the event.

The culmination of year-

long training, the competition

is part of the preparation for

the national tournament in

Kissimmee, Fla., in April.

MACS will send 36 students

to the national tournament.

The Academic Games, in-

troduced at Our Lady of the

Assumption School in 1994, is

part of the Academic Games
League of America that spon-

sors the yearly tournament for

participating schools and dis-

tricts. The Academic Games

enhance school curriculum by
providing an arena in which

students engage in intellectual

play with ideas drawn from
language, logic, mathematics

and social life.

"It's pretty intense, a lot of

hard work, but it's also a lot of

flin," said Deborah Watson, a

parent and coach of the 12

third-, fourth- and fifth-grad-

ers competing for Our Lady of

the Assumption School.

This tournament featured

three ofthe six games— Presi-

See OLA, page?

Parish Profile:

Immaculate
Heart of Mary

Church
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'BETWEEN MAN AND WOMAN'

Bishops go on

record in Senate

in favor of

traditional

marriage
BY NANCY FRAZIER

O'BRIEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. Catholic bishops again

joined their voices to those

calling for a constitutional

amendment to preserve the tra-

ditional concept of marriage as

a Senate subcommittee held a

hearing on "the judicial invali-

dation of traditional marriage

laws" on Capitol Hill March 3.

Although no representa-

tive of the bishops spoke at the

hearing before the Senate Judi-

ciary Committee's subcommit-

tee on the Constitution, the

chairman of the bishops' Com-
mittee on Marriage and Family

submitted two 2003 state-

ments on the topic and asked

that they be included in the

record for the hearing.

"We commend you for

scheduling hearings ... on this

vitally important issue," said

Bishop J. Kevin Boland of Sa-

vannah, Ga., in a letter to the

subcommittee chairman. Sen.

John Cornyn, R-Texas.

The two texts submitted

by Bishop Boland were "Be-

tween Man and Woman:
Questions and Answers About
Marriage and Same-Sex
Unions," approved by the Ml
U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops last November, and a

September document of the

47-member USCCB Adminis-

trative Committee titled "Pro-

mote, Preserve and Protect

Marriage."

"We offer general support

See MARRIAGE, page 8
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around tlie

world to your own bacl(yard

CARRIED AWAY WITH HATE

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Palestinians carry a youth who was wounded during an Israeli raid on Nusseirat

refugee camp in the Gaza Strip March 7. Israeli forces Icilled 14 Palestinians in two

raids, after militant Muslims staged an elaborate attack on Israeli soldiers at the

border of Israel and Gaza. Pope John Paul II offered prayers for the "unacceptable"

acts of violence and terrorism in Iraq, the Holy Land and Africa.

Gaza violence increases

danger faced by aid agency
JERUSALEM (CNS) — Recent

violence in the Gaza Strip has made the

work of aid agencies far more dangerous,

a Catholic Relief Services official said.

Omar Shaban, project manager,

said violence has made it difficult for his

office to coordinate work with the

agency's Jerusalem office.

"It does affect logistic issues such as

going to the Jerusalem office or them

coming to Gaza. It makes communica-

tion with Jerusalem more difficult. In

general it has become more dangerous,"

Shaban said of the violence.

On March 6, Palestinian militants

attacked Erez Crossing, the main cross-

ing between Israel and the Gaza Strip.

Four Palestinian militants and two Pal-

estinian policemen were killed in the at-

tack.

Shaban noted how CRS workers

were at the crossing two days before the

attack.

"Nobody knows what to expect

fi-om day to day," he said.

Following the attack, Israel closed

the crossing, and its forces entered Gaza

to root out militants. Some 15 Palestin-

ians— including nine militants and four

children — were killed in the military

incursion. The crossing was reopened

March 9.

For those three days, however,

Gaza was closed off from the world,

Shaban said. The Erez Crossing is used

by thousands of Palestinian day laborers

who must cross from Gaza into Israel

for their work.

"If you ask a worker, he wUl not be

happy because it affects his ability to

earn bread for his family," Shaban said.

He said no CRS projects were affected

by the most recent Israeli incursion.

However, a kindergarten the agency

helped construct was partially destroyed

six months ago in a military action.

Constantine Dabbagh, executive di-

rector of the Gaza Area Committee ofthe

Department of Services of Palestinian

Refugees, which is affiliated with the

Middle East Council of Churches, said

over the past two years "thousands of

homes" have been demolished in Gaza.

He noted that the 2,500 Christians

who live in Gaza City share the same

fate as their Muslim neighbors, and the

constant violence has led to an increase

in psychological problems and cases of

malnutrition.

On two separate occasions, he and a

staff member have narrowly missed be-

ing hit by Israeli rockets fired on Pales-

tinian militants, he said.

"We believe in God and still ... hope

that one day the international commu-

nity will understand that the violence is

against all Muslims, Christians and

Jews. If there is no occupation, there will

be no incidents. We will find our way to

a better way to live," he said.

Increased role for women
would benefit society,

Vatican says at U.N.
UNITED NATIONS (CNS) —

An increased role for women will ben-

efit a society that is "organized solely

according to the criteria of efficiency

and productivity or of brute fprce,"

the Vatican said in a statement pre-

sented at United Nations headquar-

ters in New York March 4. -

It said women were "especially

gifted" in showing the need to rise

above self-interest and work for the

betterment of all.

"Through feminine insight,

women enrich the world's understand-

ing, and help to make human relations

between and amongst people more

honest and authentic," it said.

The statement was presented to

the Commission on the Status of

Diocesan.
. ^ planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ARDEN — St. Barnabas Church, 109

Crescent Hill Dr., will celebrate the Feast

ofSt. Josephon March 19 with a "Blessing

of the Bread "at 6:30 p.m. followed by an

Italian dinner. Each family is asked to

bring a loaf of bread with them to share.

When this feast is celebrated in some ar-

eas, a St Joseph's altar is made and filled

with food to be given to the poor in the

area. The Stations ofthe Cross will follow

at 7:30 p.m. For more information, contact

the church office at (828) 684-6098.

HENDERSONVILLE— Knights ofCo-

lumbus Council #7184 will sponsor a

Pro-Life Ecumenical GatkeringMarch 20

at 1 p.m. in the Immaculata Catholic

School Gymnasium, 7 1 1 N Buncombe St.

Augustinian Father Walter J. Quinn will

be encouraging all to stand up and be

counted and be actively involved in the

most important crusade of our time: To
serve, protect, and defend all life from

the innocent unborn to the oldest of the

old among us. Father Quinn will also

speak at these Masses: March 20 at 5

p.m., March 21 at 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. and

11:30 a.m. at Immaculate Conception

Church. For more information call church

office at (828) 693-6901 or Mark
Cordaro at (828) 697-2773.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— Bishop Emeritus Wil-

Women by Marilyn A. Martone, who
teaches in the department of theology

and religious studies at St. John's

University in New York's borough of

Queens.

She told commission members,

holding their annual meeting March
1-12, that the contribution of women
to meeting the world's needs was

made "at great sacrifice."

"This sacrifice mandates authen-

tic equality in every area: equal pay

for equal work, protection for work-

ing mothers, fairness in career ad-

vancements, equality of spouses with

regard to family rights and the recog-

nition of everything that is part of the

rights and duties of all in a demo-

cratic society," she said.

liam G. Curlin will speak about "Tfie Rolel

Jesus in Our Lives"at the St. Gabriel annul

parish Mission March 16-18. Mission tol

ics include prayer on Tuesday, Gom
mercy on Wednesday and the presence

Jesus in the Eucharist on Thursday. Bishc

Curlin will preside at the 1 1 a.m. Mass ea(

day followed by a light lunch in the Minis-

try Center. Evening services will begin at

7 p.m. All sessions will be in the church at

3016 Providence Rd. More information

can be obtained by calling Susan

Krasniewski at (704) 362-5047, ext. 271.

CHARLOTTE — St. Gabriel Ministry

Center will present "Dealing with the yean

that follow" March 17, 7-9 p.m., at St

Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd
While attention is usually focused on per-

sons who are grieving in the first year aftei

a death occurs, the needs of grieving per-

sons go on. Spiritual friendship, care ant

,

concern are still needed, regardless ofhow

much time has passed since the loss. We'

will explore some of these feelings ant

ways to cope, as well as signs that may poin

to the need for specific grief work. Th(

presenter will be Larry Dawalt of Hospia
j

ofCharlotte. For more information, call
"

Dengler at (704) 364-5431, ext. 212.

CHARLOTTE— Catholic men are invit

to participate in the newly formed St. Jose^i

Society. The SJS will be an ongoing series.

"

men's talks and instruction specific to m^

The inaugural event will be a talk sch(

uled for the Feast of St. Joseph, March

Father Mark Lawlor will be the- gd
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope urges business leaders

to balance profits, good
of workers

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Chris-

tian business leaders must combine
strategies for making a profit with strat-

egies for promoting the good of their

workers and eliminating "the scourge of

poverty," Pope John Paul II said.

Christian corporate executives ex-

press their faith through "the promotion
of creative economic initiatives with
enormous potential to benefit others and
to raise their material standard of liv-

ing," the pope said.

Pope John Paul sent his message to

more than 70 business executives fr-om

27 nations who met March 5-6 at the

Vatican to discuss social responsibility

and business ethics.

Pope John Paul said the conference

took place "at a time when the financial

and commercial sector is becoming in-

speaker. The talk will be held at St. Vincent
de Paul Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd., at 8 p.m.

For more information contact Michael
Kitson at paxetbonum@mindspring.com.

CHARLOTTE— All women ofthe diocese

are invited to the annual women's day at St.

Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Com-
mons Pkwy., March 20. "How doesyourgar-
dm grow?" will feature Susan Brady as fa-

cilitator. The day will open with Mass at 8

a.m. and the program will begin at 8;30
a.m. To register, please call Kathy Murray
at (704) 849-0398.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church,
8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will

host a Christian CoffeekouseMarch 20 at 7:30

p.m. Single and married adults are invited

for an evening of contemporary Christian
music, food and fellowship. For more infor-

mation, call Kathy Bartlett at (704) 400-
2213.

CHARLOTTE—A Mass celebrating thegifts

of those with mental retardation will be cel-

brated March 28 at 5:30 p.m. at St.

Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd.
Young people with varying degrees of
nental retardation will serve as musicians,
jshers and lectors. Members ofthe Allegro
Foundation will perform a liturgical dance.
For more information, contact Mary
rvennedy, St. Gabriel Disability Ministry,
It (704) 364-6964.

SASTONIA VICARIATE

3ELMONT— Queen ofApostles Catholic
"'hurch, 503 N. Main St., will continue the
Lenten Supper-Study March 1 7 and 24. All
ire welcome. Community dinner is at 6
).m., with Catechesis 6:45-7:30 p.m. Topic
his year is "Vatican II: 40 Years Later." No
>re-registration or fee required, no need to
)ring food, all is provided by the parish,

"or more information, please contact Den-
lis Teall-Fleming, Director of Faith For-
nation, at teallfleming@yahoo.com or
704) 825-9600, ext. 26.

iREENSBORO VICARIATE

(REENSBORO— Many of us want to do
jsomething extra" during Lent. The
Jreensboro Coimcil of Catholic Women
/ill host their annual Lenten mini-retreat
ach Wednesday in March at St. Mary
uhurch, 812 Duke St. Mass will be at 10

creasingly aware of the need for sound
ethical practices, which ensure that

business activity remains sensitive to

its fundamentally human and social

dimensions."

"Since the pursuit of profit is not the

sole end of such activity," the pope said,

the Gospel challenges business leaders

to respect "the dignity and creativity of

their employees and customers and the

demands of the common good."

Pope John Paul urged the lead-

ers to pay particular attention to

"the impact of global marketing and
advertising on the cultures and val-

ues" of other peoples and to ensuring
that global trade promotes develop-
ment and cooperation, not just more
profits for employees and sharehold-
ers at home.

a.m. followed by refreshments. For infor-

mation, call Janet Law at (336) 288-
6022.

GREENSBORO — St. Pius X Church,
22 10 N. Elm St., wiU host a Lenten reflec-

tion series, "The Purpose-Driven Life,
"

Wednesday evenings, 6:30-8 p.m. March
3-April 7. This series is based on Rick
Warren's book, which is a journey to an-
swer life's most important question:

'What on earth am I here for?" "To regis-

ter, call the parish office at (336) 272-

4681.

HICKORY VICARIATE

MARION— In preparation For Easter,

Father Frank J. Seabo will lead a day of
recollection at Our Lady of the Angels
Church, 258 North Garden Street, March
20, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. The theme will be
"fFhateveryou do to the least ofyour brothers

you do to me." Reconciliation will be offered

at 12:30 p.m. For more information, call

the church office at (828) 652-8690.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOCKSVILLE— Franciscan Father Jo-

seph Michael Mary will offer a Lenten
retreat at St. Francis of Assisi Church,
862 Yadkinville Rd. Sessions will meet
each evening at 7 p.m., March 27-31.

The retreat will focus on "The Last Four
Things: Death Judgment, Heaven and Hell.

"

For more information, contact the church
office at (336) 751-2973.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE— St. John the Evan-
gelist Church, 234 Church St., is offering

a Lenten Retreat led by Augustinian Fa-
ther Bob Terranova March 29-3 1 . Din-
ner will be served each night at 5:3Q p.m.
and the talk will begin at 7 p.m. Father
Terranova will celebrate morning Mass
at 9 a.m. on retreat days. Reconciliation

will be offered March 30. For details, call

the church office at (828) 456-6707.

Is your parish or school having an event?
Please submit notices for the Diocesan
Planner at least 1 5 days prior to the event
date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704)370-3382.

Europe's Christian roots: Pope
puts his Stamp on the subject

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — After

dozens of speeches and a couple of
book-length documents on Europe's
Christian roots. Pope John Paul II is

tailoring his message to fit a smaller

medium: postage stamps.

In mid-March, the Vatican is issu-

ing a new series of stamps dedicated to

the pope's eight visits to Poland. Each
block of stamps includes special seals

with papal quotations designed to

tweak consciences in Eastern and
Western Europe.

"Europe should seek unity for its

future and for the good of the whole
human family by returning to its

own Christian roots," reads one
mini-message.

Others strike similar themes: "To a

Europe that is reuniting, Poland should

offer its attachment to the faith and to

Christian roots"; "Europe cannot stop

looking for its foundational unity by
turning to Christianity"; and "Europe,

open the doors to Christ."

There are 16 little quotes in all, each
bearing the pope's signature. With ver-

bal economy, they highlight a deep pa-

pal concern over the moral and spiritual

direction of a unified Europe.

For months, the pope complained
loudly about a draft European consti-

tution and its failure to even mention
Christianity's role in the formation of
its culture.

What the Vatican sometimes refers

to as the "de-Christianization" ofWestern
Europe is reflected in the church's own
numbers. From 1978 to 2001, Catholics

in Western Europe declined fi-om about

60 percent to about 54 percent. In the

East European countries outside the

former Soviet Union, Catholics increased

fi-om 43 percent to 5 1 percent.

Those are reasons the pope is count-

ing on heavily Catholic countries of
Eastern Europe, like Slovenia, Lithuania

and his native Poland, to impact policies

when they are admitted to the European
Union May 1.

The pope is not giving up on West-
ern Europe, however. In recent talks to

bishops from France and Belgium —
two countries that have experienced a

real drop in the practice of the faith— he
sketched out some pastoral strategies.

On the move

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Clergy move around Pope John Paul II at the end of a Mass celebrated at the
Vatican March 6 following the pontiff's weeklong Lenten retreat.

CORRECTIONS
— Father Matthew Kauth was misquoted in a story regarding purgatory. The quote should
have read: "The ascetical life initiates one's participation in the purgative process, which
is essentially the purification of the heart."

— The correct number of registered households at St. Matthew Church is 5,662.
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SHAPING THE FUTURE

Role of Mary, women highlight

Worid Day of Prayer service
BY ELLEN NEERINCX SIGMON

CORRESPONDENT

HICKORY — Women of today,

like the Virgin Mary, help to shape the

fijture, according to Xiomara Palma.

Palma, a native of Nicaragua and

parishioner at St. Joseph Church in

Newton, talked about the mother of

Jesus as an example of faith for today's

women during the World Day of Prayer

service at Emmanuel Presbyterian

Church March 5.

Palma spoke in Spanish and En-

glish during the service sponsored by

the Hickory chapter of Church Women
United. The se'rvice, entitled "In Faith,

Women Shape the Future," was written

by women of Panama.

"(Mary) is a wonderful example of a

woman's faith because she did every

little thing that a mother does for her

children and she did everything that

God told her to do," said Palma.

"She suffered the inclement weather

and the poverty of the little town

Bethlehem," said Palma. "I cannot imag-

ine her sadness when she saw her baby

lying on the place where the animals ate.

Can you imagine that? I can't, because I

have three little ones."

Palma compared Mary's situation

to the situation ofwomen trying to come

into this country or living in Central

America today.

"Many women of the world de-

liver their babies on the road while

crossing the border of the United

States, or in any poor place in other

countries," she said. "I was a little girl

when I saw terrible consequences of

the civil war, but I saw the faith of

women, too. Let me tell you that is a

strong faith."

'Women are doing many things —
taking care of our children, and teaching

them with love and faith, because we are

preparing good Christians for the

world," said Palma. "In that way,

women are shaping the future."

Near the end of the service, pieces of

pottery were passed around to the par-

ticipants as a reminder that, just as

common materials can be shaped into

useful containers, the Holy Spirit can

Serving the Carolinas
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UNIQUE Gifts

i i ^ nL— CAKpLINA CATHOLIC
~
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44 1 0-F Monroe Road,
Charlotte, 28205
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Seminarian to

be ordained in

Washington
WASHINGTON — James

Ebright, a seminarian for the Diocese

of Charlotte, will be ordained a tran-

sitional deacon at the Basilica of the

National Shrine of the Immaculate

Conception in Washington, D.C.,

March 20.

Ebright is a third-year seminar-

ian at Theological College of The

Marilyn Dunphy and Yong Sun Thompson

look at a photo display of previous World

at St. Aloysius Church in Hickory March

shape lives, and men and women can

become useful in God's hands.

Women from 18 Hickory-area

churches were involved in the prepa-

rations for the worship service, includ-

ing St. Joseph Church, St. Aloysius

Church in Hickory and St. Francis of

Assisi Church in Lenoir. The service

was bilingual, with hymns sung and

prayers spoken in both Spanish and

English. More than 80 people from the

community attended.

Carole Marmorato, a parishioner

of St. Aloysius Church, served as the

service's program director. She and

the other women on her committee co-

ordinated refreshments from seven

churches, found Spanish- and En-

Photo by Ellen Sigmon

of St. Francis of Assisi Church in Lenoir

Day of Prayer services during a reception

5.

glish-speaking Christian women in

the community to help with the

service, and even found a woman from

Panama who was able to bring items

from that country to use for an altar

display.

After Palma delivered her talk in

English, she repeated it in Spanish.

"It took a lot of courage to deliver a

reflection in her second language," said

Marmorato, "but her faith came through

in both languages."

James Ebright

Catholic University of America in

Washington, D.C. He is a native of

Mocksville, N.C. and is the son of

Mabel Ebright of Mocksville and

Arthur Ebright of Glade Valley, N.C.

Ebright is a graduate of Wake
Forest University and was employed

as a systems engineer for Precision

Concepts in Winston-Salem prior tc

entering the seminary.

As a seminarian, Ebright haj

been assigned to St. Gabriel and St

Vincent de Paul churches in Charlotte

and Sacred Heart Church
Salisbury.

Bishop Wilton D. Gregory o

Belleville, 111., president of the Unitec

States Conference of Catholic Bish

ops, will preside at the ordination.

C
C
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lECOMMITTING THE FAITH

Deacons renew, candidates advance
BY REV. MR. GERALD POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLOTTE — Deacons cel-

ebrate a covenantal relationship with
God, said Bishop Peter J. Jugis.

The bishop's first official meeting
with the deacons of the Diocese of
Charlotte occurred March 6 at St.

Gabriel Church during their annual
recommitment Mass and the rite of
candidacy, an annual gathering to re-

commit themselves to their holy or-

ders and to the bishop.

"The recommitment was special

for me because it was the first opportu-
nity I had to meet with the deacons as

a body," said Bishop Jugis. "It is also a

special day for the candidates for

whom the liturgical rite is the first step

toward ordination, which is also excit-

ing for me."

Sixteen candidates celebrated,
with Bishop Jugis, the rite of Admis-
sion to Candidacy for Ordination as

Permanent Deacons.

"The day I have waited for has
finally arrived when I have the oppor-
tunity to celebrate Mass with you, the

deacons of the diocese; with the deacon
candidates, with your wives and with
your families," said Bishop Jugis dur-
ing his homily at the Mass of celebra-

tion.

"We share the sacred ministry of
the Church, so it is vital that we spend
time together with the Lord," he said.

"Today, we also have the opportu-
nity to renew our vows, knowing that
we both have the responsibility to
carry Christ," said Martha Medina,

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkav

Bishop Peter J. Jugis stands with the permanent deacons of the diocese during
tbeir annual recommitment Mass at St. Gabriel Church March 6.

wife of Rev. Mr. Carlos Medina of St.

Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte. "It is

also great to have all this spiritual

support, standing next to my hus-
band, because this ministry is for both
of us."

To those who are aspiring to re-

ceive holy orders. Bishop Jugis said, "I

rejoice to declare my acceptance of
their intention."

The event "helps us to reflect on
our own rite of candidacy and inspires

not only those coming in but those of
us who have been (ordained)," said
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Rev. Mr. Andrew Cilone of Immacu-
late Conception Church in Forest City.

The bishop told the deacons they
were celebrating a covenantal relation-

ship between themselves and God.
"In love he chooses you ... gives

you the grace to respond and ... the
sacramental grace to fulfill your minis-
try," said Bishop Jugis. "It is all a gift

of God's love, to which you respond,
'Yes, Lord, here I am. Use me.'"

The bishop encouraged the dea-
cons to freely share God's love with
others through their sacred ministry.

To this end, the deacons were encour-
aged to seek union with God through
prayer.

Augustinian Brother William
Harkin, a pastoral associate for St.

Margaret Church in Maggie Valley,

said it felt good to spend the day with
other deacons.

"We are so spread out and the
opportunity to get together is kind of
rare," he said. "The recommitment is

the perfect time to meet our new
bishop, to renew our vows, our spirit,

and our commitment to God."

Contact Correspondent Rev. Mr.
Gerald Potkay by calling (336) 427-
8218 or e-mail gpotkay@triad.rr.com.

ONE STEP CLOSER

Candidates move
toward diaconate

BY REV. MR. GERALD POTKAY
COIlRtSPONDIiNT

CHARLOTTE — As 16 men
moved closer to fulfdling their goals, one
took another step in following his father.

During a Mass with Bishop Peter J.

Jugis at St. Gabriel Church March 6, Ed
Konarski Jr. and fellow candidates took
the rite of Admission to Candidacy for

the Ordination as Deacons.

"I found myself full of joy in the

presence of so many people who have
dedicated themselves to the service ofthe
Lord," said Konarski Jr., of St. Charles

Borromeo Church in Morganton. "I am
excited and am looking forward to-

wards the future. I feel good because this

is an important step along my journey."

Konarski Jr. is not the first member
of his family to enter the permanent
diaconate. His father, Ed Konarski Sr.,

was ordained 1 1 years ago for the Dio-
cese of Philadelphia.

"Growing up, my father gave me a

very strong faith, and as I matured that

faith was strengthened even more," said

Konarski Jr. "I never thought about re-

ceiving the sacrament of holy orders un-
til my father's ordination."

"As a father, I am very proud. To see

my own family, my own son, involved is

a blessing of the Holy Spirit," said Rev.
Mr. Konarski Sr.

Other candidates are:

James Atkinson, St. Therese
Church in Mooresville; David
Boissey, Good Shepherd Church in

King; Redemptorist Brother Darrell
Cevasco, St. James Church in Con-
cord; Mark Diener, St. Vincent de
Paul Church in Charlotte; Walter J.

Haarsgaard, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Church in High Point; Richard
Hanners, St. Gabriel Church in Char-
lotte; John Kopfle, St. Vincent de Paul
Church; Pe Lee, St. Charles Borromeo
Church; Larry Lisk, St. Paul the
Apostle Church in Greensboro; John
Martino, St. Charles Borromeo
Church; Brian McNulty, St. Thomas
Aquinas Church in Charlotte; Robert
Murphy, St. Mark Church in

Huntersville; Stephen Pickett, Our
Lady of Consolation Church in Char-
lotte; Michael Stout, St. Barnabas
Church in Arden; and Kevih Will-
iams, Our Lady of the Assumption
Church in Charlotte.
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Around the world in 90 minutes

Students celebrate global

community, collect shoes

for needy
CHARLOTTE — Students at St.

Gabriel School celebrated their heri-

tage as part of the St. Gabriel Inter-

national Fair Feb. 3-4.

Each grade level attended the exhibi-

tion for a 90-minute voyage around the

world, visiting Puerto Rico, France, Italy,

Netherlands, Russia, Nigeria and Antarc-

tica— witliout leaving the school.

Parent volunteers served as am-

bassadors from the various countries

and presented displays, artifacts and

discussions of history, geography and

their personal and cultural experiences.

Many students celebrated their

heritage by dressing in international

costumes for the fair.

As part of the fair this year, stu-

dents participated in a global out-

reach ministry, including a shoe drive

for Samaritan's Feet Ministry.

Emmanual Ohonme, a native of Nige-

ria and president of Samaritan's Feet,

inspired the students during an open-

ing assembly for the fair.

St. Gabriel School achieved its

goal of collecting 500 pairs of shoes

for this ministry.

COLORFUL ASPIRATIONS

Courtesy Photo

Mudiare Sowho, a fifth-grader at St. Gabriel School in Charlotte, wears clothing of

his heritage during St. Gabriel School's International Fair Feb. 3-4.

9Wi

CATHOLIC CAMP0REE2004

Malie plans now to attend.

All Catholic Troops/Packs,

Individual Catholic Scouts

Any interested Scouts or troops

Gamp Grimes, Dysartsville, NG
March 26 -28

For more information: Joe Vari - 704-846-5155

Email: 0ns244@aol.com (Kevin Butterfield)

Courtesy Photo

Students stand with one of the murals they painted for Immaculate Heart of Mary

School's media center. From left are (standing) Kenneth Kennedy, Jose Toitias Labra,

Elise Bergman, Hope Griffin, Jennifer Lindh, Sarah Whicker; (kneeling) Tori Payne,

Victoria Emory and Thomas Gooding.

Students craft murals for school
HIGH POINT— The media cen-

ter of Immaculate Heart of Mary
School now has a lot more color.

Seven murals depicting scenes

fi-om classic children's books were dedi-

cated in a Jan. 29 ceremony.

Sarah Whicker, a senior at Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School,

conceived the mural project to earn her

Gold Award, the highest award in the

Girl Scouts. Whicker assembled a team

of eight students, who met from Augus;

through October to choose the subjec

of the murals and to paint them.

Bob Wehde, principal, and Jani

Wood of the Girl Scouts Tar He
Triad Council presided at the dedica-

tion ceremony.

Whicker is expecting to. receivie

her Gold Award by April.

^ SMITH & SMITH, PA
/ \ Timothy M. Smith, Attorney Jacquelyn A. Smith, Attorney

Members of St. Mark's Church

NO FEE UNTIL WE
WIN ON PI CASES

EXPERIENCED -

CRIMINAL LAW

Traffic Tickets (Meek, only)

DWI
Expunctions

Felonies & Misdemeanors

AGGRESSIVE - CARING
PERSONAL INJURY

Auto Accident

Workers' Compensation

Wrongful Death

Whiplash - Back, Neck, Head injuries

FREE INITIAL

CONSULTATION
convenient free parking

]0% ojf attorneyfee—107c of netfee donated to Catholic Social Services Food Pantry^

704-331-3092 www.smithandsmithpa.com 900 Baxter St., suite 109, Charlotte

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'n interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

y\t Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers arc thoroughly screened.
704 549-40 1

0

E-mail us at Jill.Stewaii@VisitingAngels com



March 12, 2004

IN OUR SCHOOLS
The Catholic News & Herald 7

OLA benefits students

OLA, from page 1

dential Trivia, Propaganda and Equa-
tions. Students develop critical thinking

and analyzing skills for these games,

which teach and encourage students to

be assertive, to ask questions and to

substantiate their own positions.

"It gets students involved in another

avenue to be competitive, and show off

what makes them special," said Watson.
The tournament is only one way

Our Lady of the Assumption School

challenges its students to excel. The
school utilizes special programs such as

ESL (English as a Second Language),

L.E.A.P. (an accelerated learning pro-

gram) and others and integrates them
into its curriculum.

"ESL and L.E.A.P. are unique to

Our Lady of the Assumption School,"

said Principal Patricia Murphy. "The
children are receiving instruction tar-

geted to their needs, and teachers work
with smaller groups and are able to help

students to serve their needs."

Watson said her daughter has ben-

efited from the L.E.A.P. program.

"When they start a new area of
study, such as math, they give a pre-test

to the students," said Watson. "Those
who pass go to the L.E.A.P. program,
where they are continually challenged."

"The school has been very successful

in using these programs as development
tools for all levels of students and for

students with challenges of a non-En-
glish language background," said Mike
Ford, public relations specialist for

MACS.

Bridging cultures

Gladys Silva, Spanish teacher at

Our Lady of the Assumption School, is

happy to work with ESL students, who
often need a little extra help understand-

ing the American culture.

"I work with them on basic aca-

demic skills: writing, reading compre-
hension, vocabulary and phonetics," said

Silva. "The program is wonderfiit, one

that is vital as we familiarize these stu-

dents with the American ways."

Silva, originally from Chile, incorpo-

rates her experience with her English-

speaking students.

"I try to make class fun as I intro-

duce words, sentences and concepts

through art, songs, dance, reading and
writing along with a few games and
videos," said Silva. "No child is ever em-
barrassed in my classroom. We are all

learning together."

Not only are Silva's Spanish classes

fun, they are community oriented.

At Christmas time, students made
Spanish cards with English translations

on the back for Asbury and Epworth
Place nursing home. Second graders vis-

ited the nursing home, giving the cards

to residents and singing 'TSFanita Nana"
and "Feliz Navidad."

"Silva is loved by our students, fami-

lies and teachers," said Murphy. "Her
kindness, gentleness and respect of each

of us permeate her classroom. She inte-

grates subject matter with Spanish as

students learn language and culture in-

terspersed with geography and the fine

arts."

Stridingforward

Our Lady of the Assumption School

was the second parochial school in Char-
lotte. Trinitarian Sisters began accepting

students after the establishment of the

parish in 1948. The original school was
located on Central Avenue, but relocated

to the corner ofShenandoah Avenue and
The Plaza and was dedicated in June
1954.

By 1992, 305 students filled Our
Lady of the Assumption School. A new
and larger facility allowed it to grow.

The new Our Lady of the Assump-
tion Church parish center was con-
structed on Shamrock Drive and dedi-

cated in 1990. In September 1992, ap-

proximately 450 students began an-

other chapter of the school at its new
location on adjacent property.

Today, students are focused on
building another school — in Africa.

After getting the idea from a Samaritan's

MAKE THU LENT MORE MEANINGEUU
Come hear Bishop Emehtus
William c. Curlin speak on

THE PRE/ENCE OF
JEAU IN OUR LIVE/

Tuesday through Thursday

March 16, 17 and 18

Mission of St. Gabriel Church, Charlotte

Morning sessions: Mass at 1 1 a.m.—
(followed by light lunch in the Ministry Center)
Evening sessions: / p.m.

All are welcome to come and learn more about
* Prayer * God's mercy * Jesus' presence in the Eucharist

Information:
Susan Krosniewski
704-362-5047, ext. 271

St. Gabriel Church
301 6 Providence Road (at Sharon Amity)
Charlotte

Kevin E. Murray

Fifty students from various MACS schools compete in the MACS Academic Games
Tournament at Our Lady of the Assumption School in Charlotte March 10-11.

Purse book, students have held bake
sales and collections and made and sold

pins to raise $3,500 to help build the

school, which will also be named Our
Lady of the Assumption.

"They've raised almost $1,000 so

far," said Murphy. "The students are

very excited and are optimistic to make
their goal."

Students have a tradition of reach-

ing out to others. In 2002, the school

participated in Operation Valentine —
each student sent a valentine to an
anonymous soldier overseas. In April

2002, Jennifer Mitra's third-grade class

also wrote letters offriendship and grati-

tude to specific soldiers who were part of

Operation Enduring Freedom.

"All ofthe students' letters were very

touching and from the heart. They
thanked the soldiers for keeping us safe

and said they were praying for them,"

said Mitra.

While crafting their letters, the stu-

dents put the names of the servicemen

and women on their class prayer board.

"Parents were amazed at the work
of the kids," said Mitra. "Many said they

were pra3ang ... from home."

The soldiers were quick to write

back and send photographs to their

newfound friends.

"When they got the responses, that

boosted them higher than anything else

could have," said Mitra. "They felt so

special."

Spirits continued to soar at the

school in 2003 as more than 60 third-,

fourth- and fifth graders, along with 34
parents and faculty members, undertook

the school's most ambitious field trip.

The group journeyed to the Wright
Brothers National Memorial in Kill

Devil Hills Dec. 10-12, 2003 to take part

in the centennial celebration of the

Wright brothers' historic first flight.

More than a school

Murphy said there is a great work-
ing relationship between the staff and

parents, "who support the school very

much."

She said the student council coined a

phrase many years ago: "Not just a

school, we're a family," and it still holds

true today more than ever.

"Our Lady of the Assumption
School is like a family. We all work
together," agreed Silva. "The parents are

very involved. The teachers and princi-

pal are so wonderful. Everyone helps—
it's a great feeling to be here."

"All the teachers know every child,"

said Watson. "It's a wonderful place for

my child to be, and she doesn't want to

be anywhere else."

For Murphy, "watching the chil-

dren learn and grow and do things is all

so exciting and energizing."

In December 1998, Murphy was
recognized for her work with the 1998

National Catholic Educational
Association's Distinguished Principal

Award.
Dr. Michael Skube, then-superin-

tendent of diocesan Catholic schools, be-

lieved Murphy was an "excellent choice,

in terms ofwhat she's contributed to our

diocese and Our Lady of the Assump-
tion."

The Diocese of Charlotte's princi-

pals' association had nominated
Murphy to represent them in the

awards competition. She competed
against principals from 1 1 states and
took top honors in the South Atlantic

region. She was among 7,100 principals

across the country considered by the

NCEA for 12 regional awards.

What makes Murphy and her col-

leagues so special? An NCEA press re-

lease credits the winners with being

leaders in their dioceses and making "a

lasting imprint on their Catholic elemen-

tary schools."

"I am really grateful for the recogni-

tion," said Murphy, " and I feel that the

parents, the students, the teachers are

part of that. We are all being recognized.

It's a joint venture here."
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Bishops favor traditional marriage

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Carol McKinley of Pembroke, Mass., holds up a crucifix as she prays in front of the

Massachusetts Statehouse in Boston Feb. 1 1 . A defender of traditional marriage,

McKinley was among demonstrators gathered outside as legislators convened for a

constitutional convention to consider a proposed amendment that would outlaw

same-sex marriage in Massachusetts.

Roxbury, Mass., said the Black Ministe-

rial Alliance of Greater Boston "strongly

supports the traditional institution of

marriage, as the union of one man and

one woman."

'The institution plays a critical role

in ensuring the progress and prosperity

of the black family and the family com-

munity at large," he said.

"This discussion about marriage is

not about adult love," Rev. Richardson

added. "It is about finding the best ar-

MARRIAGE, from page 1

for a federal marriage amendment to the

U.S. Constitution as we continue to work

to protect marriage in state legislatures,

the courts, the Congress and other ap-

propriate forums," the latter document

said.

At the hearing, two Protestant lead-

ers said the debate over same-sex mar-

riage should not focus on civil rights or

"adult love," but on what's best for chil-

dren.

The Rev. Richard W. Richardson, a

minister of the Afi-ican Methodist Epis-

copal Church in Boston who is president

and CEO of Children's Services in

rangement for raising children, and as

history, tradition, biology, sociology and

just plain common sense tell us, children

are raised best by their biological

mother and father."

The Rev. Daniel de Leon, pastor of

Templo Calvario in Santa Ana, Calif,

the largest Hispanic evangelical church

in the United States, concurred that the

debate must focus on children.

"I fear that if we start to abolish

marriage laws in our nation, we will go

flirther down the path of teaching people

that marriage does not matter for the

weU-being of children, it only matters for

the pleasure of adults," he said.

Rev. de Leon said passage of a con-

stitutional amendment td define mar-

riage would "send a positive message to

our children and their children. That we

cared enough about the most basic insti-

tution of our society, marriage between a

man and a woman, that we passed a

constitutional amendment to preserve it

for future generations."

This is not, and must not be, about

party politics," he added. "This must be

seen as our struggle as a social family to

bring stability to a divided house."

Hilary Shelton, director of the

NAACP Washington bureau, disagreed

with the need for an amendment.

"This discriminatory constitutional

amendment appears to be nothing more

than a highly divisive political ploy to

distract the country from focusing on

our overabundance of real problems and

our tremendous lack of creative and ef-

fective solutions," he said.

Other witnesses at the hearing ap-

proached the debate over same-sex mar-

riage fi"om other angles.

Chuck Muth, president of Citizen

Outreach, which advocates limited gov-

ernment public policies, said he and oth-

ers in his organization oppose a constitu-

tional amendment on the topic because

they are against "the notion of address-

ing this issue of social policy in our

Marys Garden
Catholic Books and Gifts

Books and special gifts

for ALL occasions!!

704-823-7244
866-823-7244

Tues - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm
3816 South New Hope Rd - Gastonia

(New Hope Small Business Center - Unit #27)

5 miles south of 1-85 - Exit 20

lie Heritage Society

please join us

Honoring tke generosity of Catholic friends wko

provitle for tke future of tke Ckurck tkrougk a

planned gift to tke Diocese of Ckarlolle or a

diocesan parisk, sckool, agency,

Become a memher hy maki

• a gift from a retirement plan

• a gift of life insurance

• a bequest in your will

• a gift of real estate

• a gift of a trust

• a gift of life estate

• a gift of an annuity

oldn
Roman CatboUc DlaCMe of Cterlone

/vr more information, contact Gina Rhodes, Director of Planned Givmg, 704-370-3320,

1123 S. Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203, gtJirhoJesCu charloitcJiocese.org

nation's governing document."

"If the Goodridge decision by the

Massachusetts Supreme (Judicial)

Court is in fact an example of unelected

activist judges imposing their will on the

people of Massachusetts, that's a prob-

lem for the people of Massachusetts to

resolve, not the people of the United

States," he said.

Jon Bruning, attorney general of

Nebraska, said he was at the hearing

"because of the reality that four '

judges in Massachusetts could even-

tually invalidate Nebraska's ban on

same-sex marriage."

"This country is heading down a

path that will allow the judiciary branch

to create a national policy for same-sex

marriages," Bruning said. "I am here

because I befieve such a national policy

should be crafted by the states in the first

instance, or at a minimum by Congress

with the approval of the states."

But two Democratic senators —
Sens. Patrick Leahy of Vermont and

Russ Feingold of Wisconsin — ex-

pressed strong opposition to any

move to amend the Constitution on

this matter.

"I believe a constitutional amend-

ment on marriage is unnecessary, divi-

sive and utterly inconsistent with our

constitutional traditions, which this sub-

committee has a special responsibility to

protect," said Feingold.

The Massachusetts Supreme Judi-

cial Court, by a 4-3 vote, has ruled the

state's ban on same-sex marriages un-

constitutional and ordered the state to

begin issuing marriage licenses for

same-sex couples on May 17.

An amendment to the U.S. Constitu-

tion declaring "that marriage in the

United States shall consist only of the

union of a man and a woman" has been

introduced in Congress, with 112 co-

sponsors.

President George W. Bush called for

approval of that amendment Feb. 24,

saying that same-sex marriages would

sever the institution of marriage fi-om its
j

"cultural, religious and natural" roots.
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Welcoming the elect

ELECTION, from page 1

catechumens and candidates from the

eastern counties of the diocese partici-

pated in the rite at St. Paul the Apostle

Church in Greensboro. The diocesan

commission on the RCIA designed the

liturgical celebrations for the Diocese of

Charlotte.

The Rite of Christian Initiation of

Adults (RCIA) is the rite in which adults

are baptized, confirmed and receive the

Eucharist. RCIA was restored by the

Second Vatican Council as the suitable

way adults prepare for baptism. In

1974, the RCIA was formally approved

for use in the United States.

In the Diocese of Charlotte, the

RCIA ministry is currently undertaken

by the office of faith formation in lieu of

an office of liturgy. The office of faith

formation is supported by funding fi'om

the annual Diocesan Support Appeal.

"It is through the sacraments that

Christ's saving grace is communicated

to us," said Bishop Jugis in his homily

March 6. "Salvation is not just an idea,

but is accomplished in us now through

real grace, which really makes us into

new beings, and puts us on the sure path

to eternal life."

"I was also grateful to be with all the

sponsors and the RCIA teams that were

present," he said. "To be able to recognize

the hard work they have done in accom-

pan3dng these candidates and catechu-

mens on their spiritual journeys to the

celebration of the sacraments."

Bishop Jugis said he believes the

sponsors, team members and pastors

were just as joyful as the candidates and

catechumens.

In a continuing effort to reach out to

the increasing Spanish-speaking popu-

lation of the diocese, the rite of election

was celebrated in both English and
Spanish. The readings alternated be-

tween the two languages, and hymns
were sung in both as well. Bishop Jugis

completed his homily with a special wel-

come to the Hispanic participants in

Spanish.

Bishop Jugis said he considered it a

beautifijl expression of the changing re-

ality of the Diocese of Charlotte that

Catholics are welcoming the new immi-

grants into the life of their parishes.

"These immigrants are desirous of

completing their initiation into the full

sacramental life of the Catholic Church

and desirous of growing in Christ," he

said. "That is very encouraging to me. I

expect and want that to continue and

grow."

Before formally beginning the RCIA
process, a person considers his or her

relationship with Jesus Christ and is

interested in some way in the Catholic

Church. This period is known as the

Rose Hawthorne, Servant of God, Proposed for Sainthood

Dominican Sisters of Hawtthorne
New York • Ohio • Pennsylvania • Georgia • Minnesota

Vocation Retreat
JUNE 4, 5, 6

AT OUR MOTHERHOUSE
Reservations Required

Her Legacy:

The Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne, today.

We live in Community and take vows of

chastity, poverty and obedience. Daily

prayer and our apostolate of caring for

incurable cancer patients are integral

parts of our offering to God. All care is

ifree. Many who enter our Community
have no prior nursing experience.

For more iitformation about our communHy, contact:

Sr. Teresa Marie, O.P,,

Vocation DiRECTcn

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne
600 Linda Avenue, Hawthorne. NY 10532

(914)769-4794 or 769-01 14

e-mail: SrTeresaM@aoi.com

Visit our WEB site: www.hawtiiorne-dominicans.org
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Bishop Peter J. Jugis presides over the rite of election and call to continuing

conversion at St. Matthew Church March 6. Catechumens gathered on the altar

along with their godparents to ask the bishop to be baptized this coming Easter.

period of evangelization and
precatechumenate.

After discerning their desire to join

the Catholic Church, the inquirers may
decide to continue the process and enter

the period of the catechumenate. This

stage can last for a few months or for as

long as several years.

The next step is the request for bap-

tism and the celebration of the rite of

election. This rite includes the official

enrollment of the names of those cat-

echumens seeking baptism at the Easter

Vigil Mass. At this time, catechumens

from throughout the diocese, together

with their sponsors, assemble and re-

quest baptism from the bishop. Candi-

dates are also introduced to the bishop at

this time.

The third formal stage is the cel-

ebration of the sacraments of initiation,

which occurs during the Easter VigU
Mass on Holy Saturday. During the

Mass, catechumens receive the sacra-

ments of baptism, confirmation and Eu-
charist, and candidates receive confirma-

tion and Eucharist. At this time, they

become fially initiated members of the

Catholic Church.

Following initiation at the vigil

Mass, a final period of formation and

education continues in the stage known
as mystagogy. During this period,

which lasts until Pentecost or later, the

newly baptized reflect on the events of

the Easter VigU and continue to learn

more about the Scriptures, the sacra-

ments and the teachings of the Catholic

Church.

Bishop Jugis said the rites of election

were joyful celebrations and the joy of all

the participants was apparent.

"I was delighted as bishop to see

such evidence of the work of the Holy
Spirit throughout the diocese," said

Bishop Jugis. "It was inspiring to see so

many individuals wanting to celebrate

the sacraments of initiation."

Contact Staff" Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Two books show grace

atwork

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MARCH 21, 2004

REVIEWED BY MAUREEN E. DALY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

'The Mourner's Dance: What We
Do When People Die" is actually a book

very full of life. BeautifLilly written and

surprisingly hard to put down, it takes a

wide-ranging look at death customs,

showing peculiarity, individuality and

universality in human responses to the

loss ofsomeone.

Although I enjoy a walk in a cem-

etery, I was surprised to find this book

so compelling. Katherine Ashenburg
caught my attention and held it. A
former arts editor at the Toronto Globe

and Mail, a college professor, author on

architecture and Dickens, Ashenburg is

one of the very skilled practitioners of

"The Mourner's Dance: WhatWe Do

When People Die," by Katherine

Ashenburg. North Point Press/Farrar,

Straus & Giroux (New York, 2003).

326 pp., $24.00.

"Our Lady of the Forest," by David

Guterson. Knopf (New York, 2003).

326 pp., $25.95.

the literary movement called "creative

nonfiction" or 'literary journalism."

This way of reporting on things as

they are, but with an author's voice, was

called "new journalism" when Tom
Wolfe did it 30 years ago. Lee Gutkind,

editor of Creative Nonfiction magazine,

says that the genre "allows a writer to

employ the diligence of a reporter, the

shift:ing voices and viewpoints of a nov-

elist, the refined wordplay of a poet and

the analytical modes of the essayist."

The style has also been called "im-

mersion journalism." In Ashenburg's

case, she was forcibly immersed in the

world of mourning by the unexpected

death of her daughter's 2,5-year-old fi-

ance a short time before the scheduled

wedding. Two families who had been

about to unite in marriage found them-

selves planning a funeral together. The
progress of Ashenburg's daughter, a

young almost-widow, is the recurring

focus of this book.

Drawing on cultures near at hand,

Ashenburg produces what I think of as a

typically Canadian multicultural mix —

Inuit, English Victorian, Newfoundland

Irish and Scottish, Italian, Greek,

Macedonian, Czech, Polish, Jewish,

Catholic, and several austere stripes of

Protestant are stirred in with a New Age
dash of Buddhism and an enthusiasm

for the wide, cold outdoors.

But her research also took her to

Japan, Mexico, Vietnam, Los Angeles

and New England, and her reading

ranged from Emily Dickinson to St.

Gregory of Nyssa's account of his sister

Macrina's death in 379. The list of books

she consulted is entertaining reading in

itself and the historical photographs are

fascinating. Highly recommended.

Meanwhile, "Our Lady of the For-

est" by David Guterson, is a novel about

an apparition of the Virgin Mary in a

soggy, depressed logging town in the

Pacific Northwest. Guterson is the best-

selling author of "Snow Falling on Ce-

dars," another very damp book set in a

fictional fishing vUlage on an island off

the coast ofWashington state.

The first printing of this new book
was 350,000 copies, so it is no surprise

that its arresting cover of a sweet

woman's face with downcast, inward-

looking eyes was in every bookstore in

the last few months. Now the audio book

is equally ubiquitous. The book may sell,

but it will not be widely read or loved.

It has some strong points — the

setting is so clearly evoked that it is like

entering a new climate zone. Reading it

made my hair frizz. Rain, mist, fog, mud,
dripping leaves, wet feet, runny noses

are in every scene. Guterson is also a

sharp observer of society. He lets us

listen in on the bitter views expressed in

a working m^n's bar in a town with no

jobs. He creates two teen characters who
are not loved by their families and shows

us what happens as a throw-away child

begins to grow up. These portraits are

compassionate and interesting.

But "Our Lady of the Forest" is

mostly an unpleasant experience. For
example, it has the saddest sex scenes I

have ever read. There is nothing appeal-

ing in these loveless and lonely acts. It

was surely a mistake to put one on the

first page.

Guterson admits that he does not

believe in apparitions or even in God,

yet his book is not c)mical or disparag-

ing. Perhaps that is because Guterson,

as a good novelist, is able to step into his

characters, and he finds that some of

them are sincere people who want hope

and purpose in their lives.

In an interview at the time of publi-

cation Guterson said, "Whether the Vir-

gin is literally present is irrelevant.

What matters is that people believe she

is, and because they believe, their lives

are altered." And so, in spite of the

author's unbelief, in the end, the book
shows grace at work.

March 2

1

, Fourth

Sunday of Lent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Joshua 5:9a, 10-12

Psalm 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7

2) 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

3) Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

From the time I was a little girl in

southeastern Colorado, I yearned to

travel. A sophisticated excursion to Den-
ver, in my mind, was somewhere just

short of heaven. Then, on special occa-

sions traveling might come with ex-

treme adventure tinged with danger.

As my father would negotiate the

winding Rocky Mountain roads, I

would glory in the mountain beauty of

whatever season we were in; however,

the winter ice and snow were the ulti-

mate test for my courage.

Sitting in the exact center of the

back seat of the car, I reasoned, would
allow me to throw myself to the oppo-

site side of the seat no matter if the car

were plunging to the left or the right.

My ingenious and secret plan was my
only defense against getting squashed

on the boulders thousands of feet be-

low us should the car begin to skid.

In the age before in-car television,

my dad would keep my mother and me
entertained with stories of what it was
like in those very mountains when he

was a boy or when his father, now long

dead, was a young man driving freight

wagons up the mountains to Leadville. I

tried to imagine the enormity ofno pave-

ment, no cars, no trucks, only men and

animals in the incredible cold, strug-

gling along mountain roads.

Scary though these journeys some-

times were, my father's stories helped to

alleviate some of my own fear as I sat

there in the exact center of the back seat.

In the Gospel for this fourth Sun-

day of Lent, Luke tells us that two
'groups of listeners surround Jesus.

One group eager to hear Jesus teach is

comprised of the dregs of society: tax

collectors and sinners. The other

group includes the ever-present
religious scribes and Pharisees who
wait to criticize and entrap Jesus for

his presumed heresy of eating,

drinking and being present to the

"wrong crowd."

Jesus, master of story, tells the 'Par-

able of the Prodigal Son," although some
would call it the "Parable of the Loving

Father." Jesus designs his story to alleviate

fear for his immediate listeners and those of

us living today. For no matter how far we
fall into self-righteousness or lives of "dissi-

pation," God always is looking down the

road for us, ready to invite us into the

safety that lies in his open arms.

Questions:

Where do you recognize an element

of your own life in the "Parable of the

Prodigal Son"? In that element, how
does Jesus' representation of the merci-;

ful, loving Father bring comfort?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF IMARCH 21 IMARCH 27

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent), Joshua 5:9-12, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21, Luke 15:1-3, 11-32;

Monday (Lenten Weekday), Isaiah 65:17-21 , John 4:43-54; Tuesday (Lenten Weekday), Ezekiel

47:1-9, 12, John 5:1-16; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday), Isaiah 49:8-15, John 5:17-30; Thursday

(Annunciation of the Lord), Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10, Hebrews 10:4-10, Luke 1:26-38; Friday (Lenten

Weekday), Wisdom 2:1, 12-22, John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30; Saturday (Lenten Weekday), Jeremiah

11:18-20, John 7:40-53

DISTANCE-LEARNING OPPORTUNITY!

Earn a Graduate Degree or Certificate in

Religious Education or Pastoral Studies

The Loyola Institute for Ministry offers a fully accredited

graduate education and certificate program through its

extension program.

Come to an information session about LIMEX, distance

learning in a local setting through Loyola University

of New Orleans.

Sunday, March 21 — 12:45 pm

St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church

2715 Horse Pen Creek Road, Greensboro

For more information contact Frank Villaronga, D.Min., at 704-370-3274 or

favillaronga@charlottediocese.org.

lOYOtA

INSTITUTE

FOR

MINISTRY
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Storm riders

CNS PHOTO FROM Disney

Omar Sharif and Viggo Mortensen star in "Hidalgo," a fact-based crowd-pleaser

set in the late 19th century about a guilt-ridden cowboy who enters a grueling

3,000-mile race across the Arabian Desert, during which he and his horse

must endure sandstorms, brain-balding heat and desert raiders. Part old-

fashioned boys' adventure yarn, part redemption parable, the film weds sweeping

visuals and a strong narrative to craft a winning tale of friendship, fate,

forgiveness and the indomitable spirit of man. Recurring adventure violence

and some mild sexual innuendo. The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting

classification is A-ll — adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture Association

of America rating is PG-13 — parents are strongly cautioned. Some material

may be inappropriate for children under 13.

-All are invited to come and enjoy -

Partners in Hope Event
benefiting Catholic Social Services Piedmont Triad Office

featuring

SKIPPROSSER
Wake Forest University head basketball coach

"Winning in Life, On and Off the Court"

Thursday, April 15, 6:30 pm
Dinner, drinks and special address

Honorary Co-chairs:

Most Rev. William G. Curlin, Bishop Emeritus

Sr. Dennis Eileen, SSJ, St. Leo the Great Parish

Business attire, $75 per person

Bridger Field House
499 Deacon Blvd.

Winston-Salem, NC

Call for reservations by April 6: (336) 727-0705

Tiir justifications still

hard to swallow
BY HENRY HERX

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — How an oral con-

traceptive for women became available

in 1960 and what its impact on society

has been since then are recounted in the

"American Experience" documentary,

'The Pill," to be rerun Monday, March
22, 9-10 p.m. EST on PBS (check local

listings).

The idea for the pill came from a

1951 meeting between aging feminist

crusader Margaret Sanger and strug-

gling scientist Gregory Pincus, whose

research was funded by Sanger's

wealthy friend, Katharine McCormick.

Since scientists cannot conduct tests

on humans, Pincus turned to respected

gynecologist John Rock to do the field

tests.

A devout Catholic, Rock was con-

vinced the pill did not violate the

church's condemnation of birth control

but instead was a means of making the

rhythm method completely reliable.

After being approved in 1960 as a

prescription drug by the U.S. Food and

Drug Administration, the pill was such a

success that the supply could hardly

keep up with the demand, as 6 million

women went on the pUl over the next

five years.

Though there were protests, there

was no call for a boycott and Rock fo-

cused his efforts on proving the pill did

not contravene Catholic doctrine.

In 1968, when told of Pope Paul

VI's condemnation of the pill in

"Humanae Vitae," Rock responded. The
hierarchy has made a bad mistake."

By the time of his death in 1974,

Rock had learned the grim news that the

pill could kill, because his field studies in

Puerto Rico had discounted side effects

that could prove fatal.

After congressional hearings in

1 970, the hormone levels in the pUl were

drastically reduced, though feminists

used the hearings as a forum for

women's rights that attracted a new
generation of activists.

Produced, written and directed by

Chana Gazit, the program succeeds best

in its account of the pill's development

and how readily it was accepted by a

post-World War II generation of well-

educated women who wanted to be more
than housewives.

Though touching on the opposition

of the Catholic Church and others who
decried the pill as a license for promiscu-

ity, the program focuses on the social

rather than moral effects of this contra-

ceptive drug.

The result favors the feminist view

of the pill's liberating benefits for

women, an attitude seemingly confirmed

by a concluding statistical estimate that

"80 percent of all American women have

taken the pill."

Whatever the truth of this estimate,

some viewers may be left pondering the

program's impartiality.

"The Pill" is a documentary that

provides a lot of information but leaves a

lot of questions unanswered.

roce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

1401 Patton Ave.

Asheville, NC
(828) 252-3535

72 Long Shoals Road

Arden, NC
(828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., diarioUe

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-;2336

Biggest
Selection

Driverswanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing CouldBe Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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Legacy of love and dedication
Franciscan Sisterjane Schmenk dies at 86

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

TIFFIN, Ohio — Sister Jane

Schmenk of the Sisters of St. Francis

died at St. Francis Convent in Tiffin,

Ohio, March 8, the same date as her

70th jubilee. She was 86.

A funeral Mass was held in the St.

Francis Convent Chapel, with burial fol-

lowing in the con\ ent's cemetery.

Born Jan. 13, 1918 in New Cleve-

land, Ohio, Sister Schmenk taught and

was principal at various elementary and

secondary schools in Ohio, She came to

the Diocese of Charlotte in 1973 to min-

ister on the Cherokee Indian Reserva-

tion.

In 1976, she becaine the first direc-

tor of the newly opened diocesan facility.

Living Waters Catholic Reflection Cen-

ter, in Maggie Valley.

"She was extremely dedicated to the

reflection center," said Augustinian Fa-

ther Frank Doyle, pastor of St. Margaret

Church in Maggie Valley and staff

member of Living Waters. "She worked

tirelessly for many years to foster a spirit

of retreat and reflection here."

E. Preston Rhyne III, parish finan-

cial liaison, said he first met Sister

Schmenk in Maggie Valley when he was

performing a financial review of Living

Waters.

"I remember her giving me a very

difficult time that day, during which I

tried vainly to hold my own," said

Rhyne. "We finally reached a point of

mutual respect we both carried forward

to her retirement. Most of all, I remem-

ber a rough, tough woman who turned

out to be a very kind, loving teddy bear."

Upon retiring as director in 1998,

she continued to reside in Maggie Valley

for two years while she wrote a biogra-

phy of Father Michael Murphy, a

builder of churches in the Smoky Moun-
tain area who donated his motel to be-

come Living Waters.

She said the book, "Father Murphy,

Apostle of the Smokies," was written

"about a man ordained at 80 by a fi-iend

Franciscan Sister

Jane Schmenk

who was 80."

"She considered it her legacy to

write his biography, and to let other

people know about him," said Father

Doyle.

"It was a blessing to still have her in

the neighborhood," said Augustinian

Brother Bill Harkin, director of Living

Waters.

She was well known for her devo-

tion to Father Murphy, said Father

Doyle.

"Sister Jane was a very down-to-

earth person, whose Franciscan spiritu-

ality was evident to all she met," said

Mercy Sister Antonette Schmidt, dioc-

Advertisement

Two Pennsylvania Priests Host

Alaska Cruise
And Pacific Northwest Vacation

On July 27, 2004, join your Spiritual Directors Father David Kriss (Pastor of Our Lady of ttie Valley

Roman Catholic Church in Donora, PA) and his brother Father Aaron Kriss (Pastor of Holy Martyrs

Parish in Tarentum, PA) on this 15-day vacation including a 7-day deluxe Alaska Cruise m\h Holland

America Line and a 7-day Pacific Northw/est vacation. MaSS will be celebrated daily On

board ship for those in the group who wish to participate.

Your group will fly into Seattle for a night before a scenic motor coach drive to Vancouver where

you'll board the five-star ms Volendam. Next, travel through a wondrous maze of forested island and

glacier carved fjords, past charming coastal villages, migrating whales and calving glaciers to Juneau,

Skagway, Ketchikan and spectacular Glacier Bay. After the cruise you'll start a six-night motor coach

tour visiting British Columbia, the Cascade Mountains; Washington; the Grand Coulee Dam; Lake Coeur

d'Alene; Montana; Yellowstone (Old Faithful) and Grand Teton National Parks; Jackson Hole, Wyoming;

Idaho Falls; Utah; the Great Salt Lake; Momnon Tabernacle; and more. You'll fly home after a night in

Salt Lake City.

Prices for this 15-day vacation start at only $2580 (per person, double occupancy) including port

charges and taxes, and includes lots of escorted motor coach sightseeing throughout the Pacific

Northwest, the 7-day deluxe Alaska cruise, 7-nights in quality hotels, round trip airfare from Charlotte,

transfers, and baggage handling. $50 deposits are now due. Family and friends are welcome.

For information, reservations, brochure, and Fathers' letter call 7 days a week:

•YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-736-7300
Providing carefree vacations since 1967!

esan director of young adult ministry.

"Her hospitality was renowned as well

as her dedication to growth of the Holy

Spirit in the hearts of many."

"She was encouraging and invited

religious and laypeople to consider de-

veloping skills for retreat direction and

spiritual direction in the newly estab-

lished Diocese of Charlotte," Sister

Schmidt said. "She initiated training at

Living Waters for this ministry."

According to her Franciscan sisters.

Sister Schmenk enjoyed life and had a

good sense of humor. She had recently

commented, "I have come face to face

with my physical (and mental) weak-

ness and have accepted the fact that the

old gray mare isn't what she used to be ...

but [she] is enjoying to some extent the

destabilizing environment of the stable."

Among the many activities Sister

Schmenk enjoyed were playing cards,

vvorking crossword puzzles, cooking,

creative writing, time with family and

community members, reading and
learning new ideas, especially about

God's universe.

The Franciscan sisters said that

when asked what her hopes and dreams

were for the community she loved, Sister

Schmenk responded, "... that we grow in

wisdom and grace before God and share

our gifts with the world. I also dream

that our numbers will increase, that our

lifestyle will attract vocations, and that

we will always be a light in the darkness

of greed and hostility."

"Sister Schmenk's passing marks
the end of an era," said Mercy Sister

Mary Timothy Warren, diocesan vicar

for women religious.

"She was a significant part of the

history of the Diocese of Charlotte," Sis-

ter Warren said. "She was the heart and

soul of Living Waters."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:

"Of all the advertising for my store, the biggest return for my money Jws been

from The Catholic News & Herald. I track the success with a coupon and

receive more customers with coupons than from all other advertising sources

combined. It's great!"

— Tony Gagliardo, President, The Catholic Company at Lake Norman

Catholic CALL TODAY for low rates to tell over 125,000 readers

every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

PRINCIPAL

Sacred Heart Cathedral School of Knoxville, Tennessee is seeking an individual

for the position of Principal beginning Sunnmer 2004. The school has an

enrollment of 650+ students grades K-8 and 50 teaching faculty. The Principal

must be a practicing Catholic interested in achieving the school's mission of

"dedication to living and teaching Gospel values." A master's degree and

teaching/administration experience are preferred. Salary and benefits

commensurate with the position.

Qualified candidates should forward resume and cover letter to:

Gregory M. Mathien, IVl.D.

Chair, Search Committee

Sacred Heart Cathedral

71 1 Northshore Dr.

Knoxville, TN 37919

Applications should be received by: May 1, 2004.

Sacreil Heart Cathedral School

h aith-Kamilv-IHitiii'e

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVERS: CAREGiving is a Joy! Join us

in making a difference in the lives of the elderly.

Non-medical companionship and home care.

Flexible, part-time, day, evening and weekend

hours available. Car needed. Home Instead Se-

nior Care. Call 70*.344.9739.

RN NEEDED: P/T flexible hours. In-home

visits. Send resume to: Partners In Care, 6135

Park South Dr, Suite 510, Charlotte, NC 28210

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (70+) 8+5-

1 + 16.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 iiomes!

Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & HeraW, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.



March 12, 2004 .

ARROUND THE DIOCESE
The Catholic News & Herald 13

Introducing Pennybyrn

Along the wooded cove of

High Point City Lake,

God's handiwork is everywhere.

Worship in our

Meditation chapel

Discover nature's

beauty while

v^'alking our trails

Learn a new^ craft

in our

v/oodworking shop

On-site

maintenance brings

fast repairs

Pets are always

welcome

Choices of flexible

financial options

The new Pennybyrn at Maryfield will offer an exciting,

customizable retirement lifestyle unlike any other in the

Piedmont Triad region. New and elegantly-appointed

apartments and cottages spread amidst 66 acres of

magnificent trees and rolling hills! To reserve or learn more,

Call (336) 886-4103.

peKJKIVBVRKl
^' M A

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God.

They shoot, they score

Courtesy Photo by Ann Kilkelly

A Harlem Ambassador helps a child with her slam dunk during the basketball game
fundraiser for Host Homes at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School March 6.

Basketball event helps

outreach ministry

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

KERNERSVILLE — Players re-

cently took to the court to support a

good cause.

Approximately 250 people came
out for the "It's Better than your
Grandfather's Basketball Show," where

the Host Homes Challengers took on the

Harlem Ambassadors at Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School

March 6.

The game's purpose was to raise

awareness of and funds for Host Homes,
an outreach of Catholic Social Services in

Winston-Salem that serves young
people between 10 and 17 years old and

their families.

"It's Better than your Grandfather's

Basketball Show" is the slogan for the

Ambassadors.

"It means we offer a younger,
fresher, livelier basketball show," said

Dale Moss, Ambassadors' president.

The show features high-fl3dng slam

dunks, dazzling ball handling and com-
edy routines led by Lade Majic, the

"Queen of Show Basketball" and only

woman coach/player of an all men's

professional team.

The Ambassadors do not travel

with a pre-selected opponent or present

a choreographed show.

"We like to be challenged by the best

local players," said Lade Majic.

The local players included a

firefighter, a financial specialist, a bank

vice president, a detective, a judge and a

sports reporter, among others.

Host Homes, established in 1987 by

Catholic Social Services, offers indi-

vidual and family counseling, temporary

foster care, mentoring and a 24-hour

hotline. Host Homes also coordinates

Teen Council, a service organization for

high school students; ancT Project Safe

Place in Forsyth County.

Launched in April 1997, Project

Safe Place is a collaborative effort to help

reach other children in need. More than

70 public facilities and buildings in

Forsyth County have been designated

Safe Places to assist youth who are lost,

children running from a bully or gang,

or youth escaping problems at home.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information about Host Homes of

Catholic Social Services, call (336) 725-

4678.

PARISHIONERS OF ST. MATTHEW'S

GLORIOUS GIFTS
1st Connmunion Dresses, Veils, Boys' Suits, Ties, Religious Items

Large dress
selection in stock!!

704-889-1021 Glorious Gifts at Gardner's Mercantile

Mon-Sat: 10-5 316 Main St., downtown Pineville
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Pope says believers must

react to evil witli faith,

forgiveness
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY— In the face of

every threat of evil and violence, those

who trust in God must react with faith,

forgiveness and offers of peace. Pope

John Paul II said.

Reflecting on Psalm 20 during his

March 10 weekly general audience, the

pope said the psalm, written when the

ancient Israelites were threatened by

war, "can become an invitation to never

allow oneself to be captured by the at-

traction of violence."

"The just oppose every form of

wickedness with faith, benevolence,

pardon and the offer of peace," he said.

Pope John Paul said the first verses

of Psalm 20 echo the fear of the Israel-

ites on the eve of war and are full of

pleas to God to save them and their

king.

In the seventh verse, the tone

changes, he said; the psalmist proclaims

his total faith that God is with the

Israelites and already has assured their

victory.

The psalm, he said, expresses "a

complete contrast between the position

of the enemies, who count on the mate-

rial strength of their chariots and
horses, and the position of the Israelites,

who put their trust in God and, there-

fore, are victorious."

The pope told an estimated 10,000

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

people crowded into the Vatican audi-

ence hall that the Christian tradition

quickly identified Christ with the king

prayed for in the psalm. .

"He entered the world without an

army but with the power of the Spirit

and launched the definitive attack on

evil and prevarication, against power
and pride, against lies and selfishness,"

the pope said.

The Polish summary of the talk,

read by an official of the Vatican Secre-

tariat of State, said, "The psalm is a call

that people who trust in God do not

resort to violence to resolve difficult

problems."

"Today's world needs to remember
this: One can win with the weapons of

goodness, forgiveness and benevo-

lence," the Polish text said. "Let us pray

that this messianic program of a vic-

tory through love would be welcomed
by all peoples who desire peace in the

world."

Missionary in Ciiina
Our parish has a mission in China.

Well, not exactly a mission, but we do

have one missionary.

We are helping to support a woman
fi"om our parish who has gone to China

to teach English. She was placed there

through a foreign-mission program.

Her story tells us something about

the future of missionary work in repres-

sive countries. It also tells us about a

new role for laity in the church. In the

fliture, it will be lay missionaries who
will be able to enter these controlled

societies where clergy cannot go.

China does not officially allow mis-

sionaries. Religion is closely regulated

by the communist government. If you

are not part of some officially sponsored

group, you cannot get into China.

But China does allow teachers of

English and other subjects. Indeed, the

Chinese are very keen to learn English

to do business with all the American

firms arriving on their soil as they "out

source" our jobs to China.

Parish

Diary

FATHER
PETER J. DALY
CNS Columnist

So our parishioner is at a university

in a major city of China. She supports

herself by her work at the university,

living in a single room in housing for

foreign faculty. She teaches English to

students there. She also sponsors an "En-

glish circle" in which students come under

the guise of reading English texts. The
text she uses is the English Bible and the

Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Her "English circle" group is not

large, no more than six to 10 enthusias-

tic students also interested in baptism

and who desire to come into the church.

Holy Hollywooc
Pop culture. It's the devU. Or is it?

Yes, I'm aware of the sex, violence

and lack of morality written into the

scripts of many movies and sitcoms

these days. I remember when my
mother used to ban me fi"om watching

"Three's Company" because of the

sexual innuendoes sprinkled through

the dialogue of the three roommates.

Compared to episodes of "Sex and

the City," Jack looks like Ozzie in the

good-old days of "Ozzie and Harriet."

But if you take a closer look at the

morality picture on the screen, today's

storylines also are filled with moments of

redemption.

Example? Go back to Oscar night

2000. The five films nominated for best

picture that year all contained a bit ofthe

holy.

There was "American Beauty,"

which won the Academy Award, about a

man trying to make sense of the dys-

fiinction around him who learns to ap-

preciate beauty in everyday things. On
the surface, the plot told the story of an

emotionally immature man seeking

sexual pleasure from his daughter's

friend. Yes, that's despicable. But if you

go deeper, there is the transparent un-

dercurrent of sacramentality.

Priest-sociologist Father Andrew
Greeley described this Catholic imagi-

nation as "grace lurking everywhere."

The competing four films had
their own subtle spirituality woven
into the plots: "The Green Mile" told a

story about the healing power of good-

ness and love found in the most unex-

pected places. "The Insider" portrayed

a modern David and Goliath story

about the courage of one man to un-

cover the manipulation and corrup-

tion of the tobacco industry. "The
Sixth Sense" detailed the struggle of

souls and spirits on earth trying to

work through their pasts to gain eter-

nal rest. And "The Cider House Rules"

touched on some difficult issues. inher-

ent to the issue of abortion.

Am I stretching the story line a little

to see spiritual themes where only pro-

Our Turn

THERESE J.

BORCHARD
CNS Columnist

fanity and violence lie? Maybe. But

young adults spend enough time in front

of movie screens, TV sets and stereos to

take pop culture seriously and, if pos-

sible, to use it as a tool for evangelization.

In his book 'Virtual Faith," author

Tom Beaudoin says that young adults

search for and often find spiritual mean-
ing in today's pop-culture: in sitcoms

such as "Friends" and "Frazier"; in mov-
ies such as "Good Will Hunting" and

"Saving Private Ryan"; and in song Ijt-

ics such as U2's "I Still Haven't Found
What I'm Looking For" or the Beatles'

"AH You Need Is Love."

Studies show that teens spend three

and one-half hours each day listening to

music. That's almost 25 hours of song

lyrics absorbed in a week, compared to

an hour ofMass. But pop culture doesn't

always have to compete with a priest's

15-minute sermon for the attention and

direction of young minds. Movies,
sitcoms and song lyrics can often

complement and enrich the Christian

message proclaimed by the church.

After viewing an inspiring film such

as "Life Is Beautiful," which won its own
Oscar, I emerge fi^om the movie theater

with the same uplifted spirit as when I

walk out of Mass. I am encouraged to

become a better person, to witness to the

Gospel in my actions and to love more

completely.

Young adults look for inspiration in

everything that surrounds them, but es-

pecially in media. So it is in the best

interests of religious educators to find

ways to befriend the world offilm, televi-

sion and music.

All our parish has paid is her

roundtrip airfare each year, along with

health insurance and a few other ex-

penses; less than $2,000 per year. But

the benefits are enormous, even eternal:

the salvation of souls and the spread of

the Gospel.

The program is not just helping the

Chinese. It is helping her and helping us.

When our missionary was home
this year she told our parish of the effect

her mission is having on her life. She

said: "This has saved my life. Literally

saved my life."

Our missionary is a middle-aged

woman who worked as a lobb3ast. She is

a convert to Catholicism herself She

went into business, but her business

went bankrupt. Her love life hit a brick

wall. She was losing hope.

One day she came to see me in some
despair. I told her to do what Gideon did

in the Bible, cast her "fleece before the

Lord." In other words, take a risk in

God's name.

After some weeks of discernment, 1

asked her, 'What was your childhood;

dream?" She answered, "To go to China'

and be a missionary." 1

I said, "Well, do it. If it is the Lordf

will, he will find a way to make i1

happen."

He did. She is now in her seconc

year in China.

It is not often that a parish priest

gets a sense of the meaning of salvation

We seldom know whether or not we

make a difference. But our parish

missionary's experience is making a dif

ference in three sets of lives: It is bring-

ing Christ to her students in China. It if

saving her life from despair. And, it ii

giving us a lift by allowing us to share ii

her work.

Our words, our presence and oU)

money are making a difference. Mj
prayer now is for mission, for all of oir

parishioners.
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Military chaplains- a special ministry
Many of us know that military

chaplains have played a critical role in

the nation's history, but probably few

are aware that the chaplains' own his-

tory goes back right to the beginning.

Gen. George Washington wrote

this on July 9, 1776, less than a week

after the signing of the Declaration of

Independence:

"The honorable Continental Con-

gress having been pleased to allow a

chaplain to each regiment, the colonels

or commanding officers ofeach regiment

are directed to procure chaplains accord-

ingly, persons of good character and ex-

emplary lives, and to see that all inferior

officers and soldiers pay them a suitable

respect. The blessings and protection of

Heaven are at all times necessary, but

especially so in times of public distress

and danger."

And so the long and glorious story

of American military chaplains began.

They've been serving with distinction,

and in many cases with heroism, ever

since. Who can ever forget, for example,

the stirring story of the World War II

"Four Chaplains" — a priest, a rabbi

and two ministers— who gave up their

lifejackets to save others when their

troop ship was torpedoed?

It would be good to report that the

chaplains' corps is going as strong as

ever, but the facts read otherwise. That's

the message, certainly, from a man who
should know: Archbishop Edwin F.

"No Child Left Behind" is an ex-

pression that surely will be heard in

political conversations between now
and next November. President Bush
signed into law a bill bearing that title

Jan. 8, 2002.

Since then, I've been wondering
about the children who were left be-

hind by the nation's schools 20, 30 and
40 years ago and who show up now in

the ranks of America's illiterate. I hope
political debate will focus on them. It

would be great if both major political

party platforms could come up with a

plank that addresses the enormous
problem of adult illiteracy in the
United States.

In 1998, the National Institute for

Literacy published a report ("The
State of Literacy in America") that

documents state by state, locality by
locality, the extent of adult America's

inability to: (l) read prose, (2) inter-

pret information in tables and graphs
and (3) manage everyday arithmetic
— all related to one's employability

and sociability in meeting the de-
mands of daily life.

Many of the children who were
left behind years ago are now in jail,

or unemployed, or unfulfilled and
struggling" in a fast-paced, communi-
cations-dependent, information
economy. Now in their 20s, 30s, 40s
and older, they are also falling farther

and farther behind in terms of prose

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

O'Brien, who heads the U.S. Roman
Catholic Military Archdiocese. In that

capacity, he has the awesome responsi-

bility of seeing to the spiritual needs of

all Catholics in the U.S. armed forces

through their chaplains (plus the spiri-

tual care ofthose in V.A. hospitals and all

U.S. diplomatic personnel, and their

families, serving overseas).

That's a tall order, and it takes a lot

of chaplains to get the job done. But

sadly, there aren't enough to go around.

That happens to be the case right now in

Iraq— an area, one imagines, of "public

distress and danger," in the words of

Gen. Washington — where only 25

Catholic chaplains are presently on
duty.

Archbishop O'Brien, who has made
two recent inspection trips to Iraq, heard

from more than one G.I. that he was the

first chaplain they had seen in weeks.

That's not the chaplains' fault, he

made clear in an interview with Mark
Pattison of Catholic News Service.

literacy, document literacy and quan-

titative literacy.

Research indicates that in addition

to wanting to become employable,

many of these people want to over-

come illiteracy in order to be able to

read the Bible and help their children

with homework.
Here's a policy idea that might

help.

In order to provide an incentive

for individuals who need help to seek

it and to compensate for the collec-

tive national failure that left them
behind decades ago, a volunteer
serving as tutor/mentor/enabler
would be able to give his or her cli-

ent at the end of a one-hour session a

voucher or coupon in the amount of

$10, redeemable at designated food

stores in the community.
Regardless of employment status

or participation in any public assis-

tance program, the client's eligibility

for this coupon would be based solely

on participation in a session aimed at

curing illiteracy. Five hours a week
would put $50 worth of food on the

table and move the beneficiary five

hours closer to a more fulfilling and
productive life.

Members of Congress interested

in knowing the extent of the illit-

eracy problem in their home districts

can consult the National Institute for

Literacy (800 Connecticut Ave.

They're "working day in and day out" to

minister to the troops, he said, and the

demands on their time are intense. One
reason is that interest in the faith among
the troops is "skyrocketing," he said.

"For no other reason, they are happy to

be alive."

Trying to attract new chaplains is a

task that goes on full time. Active re-

cruiting takes place constantly in dio-

ceses and seminaries across the country.

Bishops have been sympathetic and co-

operative, according to the archbishop,

because they're aware, of the need. But

too often they're facing priest shortages

of their own.

Wherever he goes, and his travels

are extensive, Archbishop O'Brien asks

for prayers for vocations to the priest-

hood and to the chaplain program.

'W^e tell people prayer is the basis of

resolving the lack of vocations, both to

the Military Archdiocese and the priest-

hood in general. I am not sure we are

praying hard enough — and if we don't

pray, we don't deserve vocations."

And, while we're pra3ang, let's re-

member to ask God to look after every

member of the armed services, including

their dedicated chaplains of all faiths.

For afree copy oftJie Christopher News
Note, "Citizenship 101: Awareness, Commit-

ment, Action," tvrite: The Christophers, 12

East 48th Street, New York, NT. 1001 7; or

e-mail: mail@christophers.org.

Looking

Around

Father WILLIAM
J. BYRON, SJ

CNS Columnist

N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006-
2712). The NIL report makes clear

that literacy is not something you
either have or don't have. There is a

literacy continuum that places

people at different levels for different

kinds of deficits (e.g. inability to find

information in newspapers, or com-
plete forms such as a Social Security

card application or figure out a table

of employee benefits).

Lots of people need help ' at the

lowest of the several levels on this con-

tinuum. Of 191 million American
adults (defined as age 16 or older), the

survey found a total of between 21

percent and 23 percent, which trans-

lates to 40-44 million people, at the

lowest literacy level.

It won't be hard to find them. The
coupon will make it easier to get their

attention. All we need is some White
House enthusiasm and Congressional

action to make it happen.

E-mail: wbyron@loyno.edu.

How longwas

Jesus on the

cross?

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

Q. I'm reminded each Lent ofa ques-

tion about Jesus' death. According to St.

Mark's account of the passion, Jesus was

crucified at 9 in the morning (the third

hour) and died at the ninth hour.

This means he hung on the cross for
six hours, rather than the three hours we
usually assume and the other Gospels say.

How is this explained? (New Tork)

A. Some differences in the Gos-
pels' chronology of Good Friday are

traceable to the various themes and
theologies of the evangelists who
wrote them. But the problem you
raise isn't that complicated.

All three synoptic Gospels note

the "darkness" over the land from
noon to the ninth hour, 3 in the after-

noon, after which Jesus died. Neither

Matthew nor Luke indicates a time

for the crucifixion, but they describe

several events after the crucifixion

but before the darkness, implying
that the time on the cross was some-
what more than three hours.

As he does so often, John makes
the whole picture much less neat. The
core of Hebrew faith through the cen-

turies had been that God is their only

king, a belief reaffirmed every Pass-

over. Significantly then, John tells us

(19:14-15) that, at the sixth hour,

when Pilate presents Jesus to the Jew-

ish leaders as king, the "chief priests"

reject the ancient adherence to God as

their only king by declaring, "We
have no king but Caesar."

There seems little question that

this chronology was adopted by John

to connect that rejection of God and

Jesus to the sixth hour, the hour when
Passover regulations went into effect

for the Jews.

John's timing of the crucifixion

and death of Jesus would thus be

quite different than in the synoptics,

but he makes no attempt to provide

any further chronology.

In any case, of course, Jesus

would have remained on the cross a

considerable time after his death
while Joseph of Arimathea made ar-

rangements with the authorities to

assume responsibility for his body.

A free brochure in English or Span-

ish answering questions Catholics ask

about baptism practices and sponsors is

available by sending a stamped, self-ad-

dressed envelope to Father John Dietzen,

Box 325, Peoria, IL 61651.

Left behind and illiterate
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Immaculate Heart ofMary Church is high

pointfor Triad Catholics

HIGH POINT— The first Mass in

High Point was celebrated in 1903,

when Catholics gathered with a priest in

a local's home.

When land was donated to buUd a

church, the Benedictine priests of

Belmont Abbey joined fijndraising ef-

forts to begin a construction project.

Work began in 1907, and in September,

Benedictine Abbot Leo Haid dedicated

the new church, placing it under the

patronage of St. Edward.

It was that small mission commu-
nity that would later become Immacu-

late Heart of Mary Church.

With the Diocese of Raleigh estab-

lished in 1924, St. Edward Church was

placed under diocesan administration. A
home and property — the site of the

future Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church— were bought in 1928. Father

John Manley lived in the home for a

short period as St. Edward Church's

first pastor.

Another building project began in

1942. Under the direction and with the

support of Bishop Vincent Waters of

Raleigh, a new church and school were

constructed. Bishop Waters dedicated

the new facilities in October 1947, plac-

ing them under the patronage of the

Intimaculate Heart of Mary.

Sisters of St. Joseph ofChestnut Hill,

Penn., staffed the school from its found-

ing until 1987. The on-site home that

had served as a rectory since the late

1920s was converted for use as a con-

vent. Meanwhile, Father Robert
MacMillan — the eighth pastor of St.

Edward Church and founding pastor of

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church —
took residence at a newly purchased

home on Barbee Street.

The congregation has continued

to grow steadily since the new parish

came into existence. Periodic addi-

tions to and renovations of the church

and school have been needed to ac-

commodate the growth, including the

construction of an eight-classroom

educational wing for the school, and
the removal of two meeting room
walls to allow for more worship space

in the church.

In June 1968, the rectory burned,

forcing the move of the pastors to the

convent. The Sisters relocated to nearby

Photo by George K. Cobb

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in High Point was dedicated in Feb. 2, 2002 and

can accommodate 800 people.

Mar3rfield Nursing Home's guesthouse.

A new convent was dedicated in 1970,

followed by a rectory in 1981.

Diocesan priests ministered to the

parish until 1989, when Oblates of St.

Francis de Sales priests arrived in High
Point. Oblate Father Joseph Zuschmidt
became pastor and Oblate Father Tho-
mas Norris became parochial vicar.

In 1992, a demographic study of the

parish and expected growth provided

the foundation for a 20-year plan that

called for the parish to build a new
church on land more centrally located

for the growing congregation.

A new sanctuary was the center-

piece of the plan, which also included

several fiature buildings. In the spring of

1996, the parish purchased a tract of

land on Johnston Street and Skeet Club

Road, and a capital campaign was un-

derway by October.

On Oct. 26, 1997, the congregation

recognized its 50th anniversary as a

parish with a special Mass and other

celebrations.
'

Ground was broken for the new
church in September 2000, and con-

struction was completed in December
2001. Parishioners celebrated Mass for

the first time in the new sanctuary on

Dec. 24, and Bishop William G. Curlin

formally dedicated the new sanctuary

Feb. 2, 2002,

The new church, built to accommo-

date 800 worshippers, incorporates the

"concept of life" through the stained glass

windows, the altar and the tabernacle.

Another unique feature of the church is

the crucifix that can be closed to conceal

the body of Christ, such as during Easter.

The church was designed so that it

could be expanded to 1,200 people when
needed. Currently, chairs are set up at

some Masses to accommodate an extra

200 people.

Along with the new church, parish-

ioners celebrate their community of

faith. The parish's religious educational

mission is a focal point, both at the

church and the school, with programs

serving hundreds of children and
adults. Faith formation is run out of the

old church facility.

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY
4145 Johnston Street

High Point, N.C. 27265

(336) 869-7739

Vicariate: Greensboro

Pastor: Oblate Father John J. Kelly

Parochial Vicar: Oblate Father

Anthony J. Gilborges

Deacons: Rev. Mr. Joseph Smith,

Rev. Mr. Thomas Kak,

Rev. Mr. Fred Scarletto

Number of Households: 1,200

Oblate Father John J. Kelly

A large number of ministries and

outreach projects also enrich parish and

community life, such as Scripture study

groups. Knights of Columbus, Bethany

Society, Mobile Meals, outreach to shel-

ters, GuUford County Interfaith Hospi-

tality Network, Habitat for Humanity
and Boy and Girl Scouts.

In June 2002, Oblate Father John

Kelly was appointed from parochial

vicar to pastor, and Oblate Father An-
thony Gilborges was appointed paro-

chial vicar.

On March 9-10, the church cel-

ebrated its Parish Renewal, a "spiritual

uplift" to motivate parishioners for the

Lenten season.

The church is currently looking tc

become a sister parish with a church in

Ecuador. Father Kelly also suspects the

parish wQl again build to accommodate

fiiture growth.

The church continues toward the

future, as conveyed in its mission

statement, "to continue the work of the

Lord Jesus by building up a commu-
nity of faith in service in which ever}

member is able to grow to the fullness

of his or her Christian vocation."

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCatholicCompany
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.catliolicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

Unique gifts

& cards

Statues

• Bool<s, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
ivion. thru sat.

10 am - 6 pm

19905 west Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28
(Johnsburv Square - next to Goodwill)

Spring Fever?

We've got just what
the doctor ordered...

1551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

Come take a breath of fresh air on

our front porch. With fifty comfortable

hotel style lodging rooms, six meeting

and break-out areas, delicious meals

and snacks, miles of beauty on woodland

pathways and reflective areas, you'll be

feeling like spring through and through.

Call to plan your special event and

renew your spirit!

^^The Catholic Check out our website

www.cathoiicconferwce.oii

iijio^cathoilccortferenp?.!
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Pueen Citygreen

Photos by Kevin E. Murray

Above, dancers from Rince na h'Eireann School of Traditional Irish Dance perform during the festival

after Charlotte's eighth annual St. Patrick's Day Parade March 1 3. Below, an unidentified leprechaun

marches in the parade.marcnes m tne paraae.

St. Pat paradey festival overtake uptown Charlotte

GM/4TiJ.OTT^K C.nthnhr <irhnnl<: nnd nfhpr Inrnl ^HulSaMHiiiaarB '
-CHARLOTTE — Catholic schools and other local

Catholic organizations were among the 80groups marching

in the eighth annual St. Patrick's Day Parade in uptown

Charlotte March 13.

This year's parade, the largest ever, ran along Tryon

Streetpast St. Peter Church and wasfollowed by a daylong

communityfestivalfeaturing live entertainment.

St. Patrick's Dayfalls on March 1 7, but Charlotte events

traditionally takeplace on the Saturday before the 1 7th.

MORE COVERAGE ON PAGES 8-9.

Near overturn of Roe vs.

Wade revealed in Justice

Biacltmun's papers
BY CAROL ZIMMERMAN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

V\^ASHINGTON —
With the recent release of Su-

preme Court Justice Harry
Blackmun's personal papers,

many people have been look-

ing closely at his observations

on one specific case: the near

overturn of legal abortion in a

1992 decision.

Blackmun's papers, all

1,585 boxes of them from his

24 years on the court, were

made public March 4, exactly

five years after his death. They
provide a behind-the-scenes

look at two decades of court

decisions and shed particular

light on just how closely the

Planned Parenthood vs. Casey

case in 1992 nearly went the

other direction.

Within his files, stored at

the Library of Congress, are

several drafts of the Casey rul-

ing with Blackmun's hand-
written notes in the margins

showing where he agreed with

other justices or wanted to

change their minds.

Particularly telling are

notes about Justice Anthony
Kennedy, who was initially

voting in the Casey ruling to

overturn the 1973 Roe vs.

See ABORTION, page 13

BRINGING CHRIST'S LOVE

College students spend

Valentine's Day serving others
BY WENDY E. MURRAY

CORRESPONDENT

BELMONT— Is it pos-

sible to fall in love in a day?

Thirty college students

think so. They learned the

deeper meaning of love as

they used Valentine's Day
weekend to lend their hands

and hearts to various minis-

tries in the Diocese of Char-

lotte.

Sponsored by the dioc-

esan Campus Ministry of-

fice, the "Give Your Heart

Away to Service" weekend
was held at the Sisters of

Mercy McCarthy Spiritual-

ity Center in Belmpnt Feb.

12-14.

Campus Ministry,

See COLLEGE, page 9

Justin Schumacher was one of

30 college students attending

the "Give Your Heart Away to

Service" weekend Feb. 12-14.
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Analyzing "The Passion"

I PAGES 14-15



2 The Catholic News & Herald March 19, 2004

In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

MOURNING IN MADRID

CMS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Nuns mourn the victims of the Madrid train bombings during a vigil in front of the

Spanish Embassy in Lisbon, Portugal, March 12. Several bomb blasts had ripped

through four pacl^ed commuter trains in Spain's capital the day before.

Ringing cell phones, twisted

metal, last rites mark Madrid

wreckage
MADRID, Spain (CNS) — Wit-

nesses who entered the wreckage of

Madrid's terrorist train explosions

spoke of the unceasing sound of cellular

telephones ringing as victims' families

tried to contact them.

Grim images dominated local tele-

vision, with body parts and blood splat-

tered on twisted metal, as priests admin-

istered last rites to victims.

At least 200 people died and more
than 1,600 were injured as 10 bombs
exploded on commuter trains in the

Spanish capital March 1 1 . The majority

of the victims were workers or students

commuting into the capital.

Among those who responded to the

scene were Madrid's priests, who were

instructed by Cardinal Antonio Rouco

Varela to make helping the victims their

priority. Priests were sent to hospitals,

morgues and the provisional morgue at

Madrid's convention center.

At the convention center, priests

found themselves praying and handing

out crucifixes to anyone who wanted

them. Among those at the convention

center was Bishop Jesus Catala Ibanez of

Alcala de Henares, whose diocese ac-

counted for at least 40 of the victims.

Spanish Interior Minister Angel

Acebes initially said the Basque separat-

ist movement ETA was responsible for

the bombins. Spanish forces recently

foiled four potential ETA terrorist at-

tacks, the most recent in early March as

terrorists attempted to deliver more
than 1,100 pounds of explosives into

Madrid.

Spanish authorities also were inves-

tigating links to al-Qaida, because some

security sources said the bombings de-

parted from traditional ETA actions by

using multiple, simultaneous explosions

with no prior warning. The bombings

also killed at least eight times more
people than the ETA's previous most

deadly attack.

At an evening Mass concelebrated

by three bishops and 80 priests in

Madrid's Our Lady of Almudena Cathe-

dral, church leaders read a telegram

from Pope John Paul II and an earlier

statement from the Spanish bishops'

conference.

Pope John Paul said the terrorist

attacks "offend God, violate the funda-

mental right to life and suffocate the

peaceful coexistence for which the

church community and the noble Span-

ish nation deeply yearn."

"The Holy Father wants to reiterate

his firm and absolute condemnation of

such unjustifiable acts," Cardinal Angelo

Sodano, Vatican secretary of state, said

in the telegram to Cardinal Rouco.

ETA stands for Euskadi Ta
Askatasuma, or Basque Homeland and

Freedom; it seeks an independent
Basque nation. Since being formed in the

1950s, the ETA has claimed responsibil-

ity for killing more than 800 people.

Catholic-Methodist dialogue co- chairs

say unity will happen someday
ROME (CNS) — The co-chairmen

of the international Roman Catholic-

Methodist dialogue said they believe

someday the Christian churches will be

one, but they are waiting to see how it

finally happens.

"It is unfolding before my eyes," said

Bishop Michael E. Putney ofTownsviUe,

Australia, the Catholic co-chair, March
1 1 . "Where it is going and when it wUl

end I do not know."

The Rev. Geoffrey Wainwright, the

Methodist co-chair, said, "I do believe

organic unity is on the horizon." But "I'm

fairly sure it wiU not be in my lifetime."

The co-chairmen, in Rome for

Vatican meetings, focused on how they

became involved in ecumenism and

how ecumenism has influenced their

spirituality.

Both men said they were struck long

ago by Christ's prayer that all his follow-

ers would be one "so that the world may
believe."

t

Diocesan===planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ARDEN — St, Barnabas Church, 109

Crescent Hill Dr., will host Stations ofthe

Cross March 26 and April 2 at 7:30 p.m.

For more information, contact the church

office at (828) 684-6098.

HENDERSONVILLE — The St.

Francis ofthe Hills Fraternity ofthe Secular

Franciscan Ordermeets the fourth Sunday
of each month 3-5 p.m. at Immaculate

Conception Church, 208 7th Ave. West.

Visitors and inquirers are welcome. For
more information, call Helen Gillogly,

SFO, at (828) 883-9645.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— All women are invited

to a M^omen's Morning ofReflectionyisxch
27 at St. Ann Church, 3636 Park Rd.

Mass will be celebrated at 8 a.m., fol-

lowed by an hour of reflection lead by
Sister Helene Nagle. For details, call the

church office at (704) 523-46,41.

HUNTERSVILLE— St, Mark Catholic

Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd., will

present a Festival ofPraise March. 27, 8-

10 p.m. Please join us for an evening of

praise music and adoration ofthe Blessed

Sacrament. Music is provided by our Life

Teen Band. For more information, please

contact Laura Maclean, director ofMusic
Ministry at (704) 948-0231.

CHARLOTTE— A Mass celebrating the

gifts ofthose with mental retardation will be

Rev. Wainwright said that in his

theological studies, he kept coming across

powerfU works by Catholic theologians

that showed the truth presented about the

Christian faith is more important than the

author's denominational identity.

Asked why so much of ecumenism

is focused on theological questions,

rather than on working together to pro-

claim Jesus, he said churches need to

know what they are proclaiming.

"Sometimes people say, 'Let's have a

joint evangelization campaign.' But
what church are you going to invite

them to? And how can you explain to

them that if they receive Communion in

that church, they cannot receive it in

another?" Rev. VVainwright said.

Bishop Putney said "you only dis-

cover who you are when you engage the

other" and try to respond to someone

who is exploring what you believe.

'Tour articulation of your own faith

becomes purer and purer," he said.

celebrated March 28 at 5:30 p.m. at St.

Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence RdSi

Young people with varying degrees of?

mental retardation will serve as musicians,'

ushers and lectors. Members ofthe Allegro;

Foundation will perform a liturgical dance.

For more information, contact Mary
Kennedy, St. Gabriel Disability Ministry,

at (704) 304-6964.

CHARLOTTE — A Mass including

Anointing ofthe Sick v/iW be celebrated will

be celebrated March 28 at 2:30 p.m. at St.

Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd. All

those who are experiencing "any mental,

physical or emotional afflictions, are of an

advanced age or face surgery are invited to

receive this sacrament at a special Mass.

Refreshments will be served in the Fellow-

ship Hall after the service. For more infor-

mation, call the church at (704) 364-543 1

.

CHARLOTTE — The St. Matthew
Columbiettes will host a "Treasures from
your Trunk" sale April 3, 8 a.m.-2 p,m. in the

church parking lot, 8015 Ballantyne Com-
mons Pkwy. For more information, contact

Marjory Dury at (704) 846-6962 or Rita

Brennan at (704) 849-7077.

CHARLOTTE—The Aiwient OrderofHiber-

nians{AOY{), Mecklenburg County Division,

the oldest and largest order of Irish Catholic

men in the United States, will conduct an

open membership meeting April 9 at 8 p.m.

for those interested in joining. The meeting

will be held at the Knights of Columbus
Council 770 Hall, E. Kingston Ave. Contact

Tim Lawson at (704) 522-9728 or e-mziV

ncaoh@aol.com for further information

,
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FROM THE VATICAN

Without fanfare, pope's

pontificate becomes

tliird-longest in iiistory

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — With
zero fanfare, Pope John Paul II passed

another milestone March l^, when his

pontificate became the third-longest in

church history.

If the pope noticed the event, he did

not let on. He marked the day by praying

the Angelus, as usual, with several thou-

sand faithfijl gathered in St. Peter's Square.

Throughout his reign of 25 years

and five months, he's never commented

as the duration of his papacy surpassed

those of almost all his 263 predecessors.

The pope had headed the church for

9,281 days March 14 — one more than

Pope Leo XIII, who held the papacy in

the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

The 31-year, seven-month pontifi-

CHARLOTTE— All women are invited to

oin fVomen in the fVord for weekly gather-

ings for prayer, reflection on Sunday scrip-

ture, music and sharing experiences of

Christ in daily life. The group meets each

Thursday, 9:45-11:45 a.m. in the family

-oom of St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Provi-

dence Rd. For details, call Linda Flynn at

'704.) 306-9889. For childcare reserva-
ions, call ,)urga Petrikene at 704) 907-
)20,').

HARLOTTE — Thafik God It's Friday

TGIF), a weekly support group for sepa-

rated and divorced women, meets every

vVednesday, 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the New
,ife Center building, room 1 1 4, of St. Mat-
hew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Pkwy., in-

;luding a potluck dinner. Divorced men are

nvited every third Wednesday of the

nonth. TGIF is a healing ministry spon-

lOred by Catholic Social Services, Charlotte

Regional Office and St. Matthew Church,

^or details, call Karen Wepasnick at (704)
;41-1891 after 3 p.m.

iASTONIA VICARIATE

iELMONT— Queen ofApostles Catholic

Church, 503 N. Main St., will conclude the

.enten Supper-StudyMarch 24. All are wel-

ome. Community dinner is at 6 p.m., with

^atechesis 6:45-7:30 p.m. Topic this year is

Vatican II: 40 Years Later." No pre-regis-

ration or fee required, no need to bring

ood, all is provided by the parish. For more
nformation, please contact Dennis Teall-

'leming. Director of Faith Formation, at

eallfleming@yahoo.com or (704) 825-
1600, ext. 26.

REENSBORO VICARIATE

JREENSBORO— Many of us want to do
something extra" during Lent. The
Jreensboro Council of Catholic Women
/ill host their annual Lenten mini-retreat

ach Wednesday in March at St. Mary
'hurch, 812 Duke St. Mass will be at 10

m. followed by refreshments. For infor-

lation, call Janet Law at (336) 288-6022.

JREENSBORO — St. Pius X Church,
210 N. Elm St., will host a Lenten reflec-

ion series, "The Purpose-Driven Life,"

Vednesday evenings, 6:30-8 p.m. March
-April 7. This series is based on Rick
Varren's book, which is a journey to an-
wer life's most important question: "What
Q earth am I here for?" To register, call the

cate of Pope Pius IX is the longest to be

verified by historians. St. Peter's papacy

is traditionally considered the longest,

but no one knows exactly how long he

led the church.

Despite being slowed by neurologi-

cal disease and arthritis, the pope, who
turns 84 in May, continues to preside

over a heavy schedule of meetings, litur-

gies and audiences.

The pope has a fuU slate of Easter

activities planned in April. He starts a

major round of "ad limina" visits with

U.S. bishops this spring. Some at the

Vatican are discussing papal trips later

in the year — to Switzerland in June,

France in September and possibly

Mexico in October.

parish office at (336) 272-4ti£:.

GUILFORD COUNTY— The Ancient

Order ofHibernians Guilford County Di-

vision, the oldest and largest order of

Irish Catholic men, is looking for more
Irish Catholic men tojoin them for meet-

ings, educational seminars and social

events. Contact Michael Slane at (336)
665-9264 for time and location.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOCKSVILLE— Franciscan Father Jo-

seph Michael Mary will offer a Lenten
retreat at St. Francis of Assisi Church,

862 Yadkinville Rd. Sessions will meet
each evening at 7 p.m., March 27-31.

The retreat will focus on "The Last Four
Things: Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell.

"

For more information, contact the church

office at (336) 751-2973.

CONCORD — Discover how beautiful

God's plan for marriage really is! Natural

Family Planningcl&sses are being offered

at St. James Church,'251 Union St., be-

ginning April IS at 6:30 p.m. Learn a

natural method that ^s just as effective as

the Pill and is in accord with Catholic

teaching. Contact Susan Chaney at (704)

720-0772 for more information or email

questions to sujo94@aol.com.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE— St. John the Evan-
gelist Church, 234 Church St., is offering

a Lenten Retreat led by Augustinian Fa-

ther Bob Terranova March 29-3 1 . Din-
ner will be served each night at 5:30 p.m.

and the talk will begin at 7 p.m. Father

Terranova will celebrate morning Mass
at 9 a.m. on retreat days. Reconciliation

will be offered March 30. For details, call

the church office at (828) 456-6707.

WAYNESVILLE— St. John the Evan-
gelist Church, 234 Church St., will cel-

ebrate a Seder mealApril 7 at 5:30 p.m. in

the church hall. For more information,

call the church office at (828) 456-6707.

^Vox Clara' begins studying proposed

translation of Order of the Mass

Is your parish or school having an

event? Please submit notices for the Di-

ocesanPlanner at least 1 5 days prior to

the event date in writing to Karen A.

Evans at kaevans@charlottediocese.org

or fax to (704) 370-3382.

VATICAN CITY (CNS)— As En-

glish-speaking bishops around the

world began studying a proposed trans-

lation of the main prayers used at Mass,

a Vatican congregation had its English

advisers doing the same.

The "Vox Clara" Committee, which

advises the Congregation for Divine

Worship and the Sacraments, met
March 9-11 at the Vatican.

The committee, whose name is Latin

for "clear voice," includes a dozen cardi-

nals and bishops fi^om eight countries.

A new English draft translation of

the "Ordo Missae," or Order ofthe Mass,

was approved by the episcopal board of

the International Commission on En-
glish in the Liturgy in January. ICEL
sent the draft to bishops in English-

speaking countries and to the congrega-

tion for comment.

The book includes the prayers used

at every Mass, such as the Gloria, the

Nicene Creed and the eucharistic

prayers. It does not include all of the

prayers that change each week during

the liturgical year.

Translating the Order of the Mass is

the first step toward translating the en-

tire third edition of the Roman Missal,

released in Latin by the Vatican in 2002.

The Vatican congregation estab-

lished "Vox Clara" in 2001 to provide

advice about English translations of li-

turgical texts and "to strengthen effec-

tive cooperation with the conferences of

bishops in this regard," said a March 1

1

statement.

The statement said the committee's

assessment of the proposed Order of the

Mass "was positive, with many sections

exhibiting a fine grasp of the precision

and memorability required of vernacu-

lar editions of Roman liturgical books."

"To ensure the development of a

strong and contemporary English

style," the statement said, "general sug-

gestions for improvement of the text

were offered to the congregation as an

assistance and support" to ICEL, which

will meet in July to consider suggestions

for changes offered by bishops around

the world.

Committee members also made ob-

servations and posed questions regard-

ing the ways in which the proposed

translation attempted to apply the new
translation rules contained in the 2001

Vatican instruction, "Liturgiam

Authenticam" ('The Authentic Liturgy").

Faith among the fires

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

A rosary hangs from the wrist of an armed Haitian policeman as he walks a patrol

March 1 1 in Port-au-Prince. Gunfire was heard after police broke up a demonstration

of supporters of Haiti's ousted president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

THIS MONTH IN -1994
KNIGHTS CELEBRATE ANNIVERSARIES
The St. Lawrence Council of the Knights of Columbus, No. 1695, celebrated the

112th anniversary of the Knights of Columbus' founding and the 80th anniversary of

the St. Lawrence Council with a special Mass at the Basilica of St. Lawrence in

Asheville March 20, 1994. Msgr. John J. McSweeney, then-diocesan administrator,

celebrated the Mass. The council was led at the time by Father Carl Kaltreider,

pastor of the basilica.
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CELEBRATING A SAINT

BAG, monastery mark St. Katharine

Drexel's centennial visit
BELMONT — She spent her life

caring for the needs of Native and Afri-

can Americans everywhere.

Her journey led her to the small

town of Belmont. There, she would do-

nate $4,000 toward the building of a

new Catholic church at Belmont Abbey,

one that would have pews available so

that all races — especially African and

Native Americans — could worship to-

gether.

Now 100 years later, Belmont Ab-
bey College and the Abbey's monastery

will celebrate the v isit, contributions and

life of St. Katharine Drexel with a Mass,

dinner reception and special ceremony

March 25.

"Belmont Abbey is filled with strong

men and women who helped shape the

Benedictine Order and the Church hun-

dreds of years ago," says Ruth Payne,

director of campus ministry at Belmont

Abbey College. "St. Katharine Drexel

was a very strong, positive role model

from the 20th century, whose rapport

with the monastic community here re-

sulted in building not only a church, but

a tradition."

'The importance of the event is that

it makes us understand a little bit of our

history and that her presence here has

added to the spirit of Belmont Abbey
College," said Payne.

Mother Katharine visited Belmont

Abbey on March 20, 1904, attending

first vespers for the feast of St. Benedict.

Thereafter, she and Bishop Leo Haid
continued to engage in an active corre-

spondence.

Later, Father Michael Mclnerney, a

Belmont Abbey monk and architect who
designed some of the college buildings,

also designed many churches, schools,

convents and hospitals supported by
Mother Katharine.

Invited guests for the event, hosted

by the school's Office of Campus Minis-

try, include Bishop Peter J. Jugis; Msgr.

CNS FILE PHOTO

Pope John Paul II canonized Mother

Katharine Drexel, a U.S. heiress who
dedicated her life to educating African

Americans and Native Americans, Oct.

1, 2000. She lived from 1858-1955. Her

canonization made her the second

American-born saint.

Mauricio W. West, vicar general and

chancellor of the Diocese of Charlotte;

Sister Patricia Lynch, historian of the

Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament; repre-

sentatives of the Sisters of Mercy, with

whom St. Katharine first made vows;

and members of St. Katharine's family

who live in this region.

Representatives from student orga-

nizations, faculty, staff and local

churches are also expected to attend the

intimate affaif.

"We've been aware for a long time of

the significance of the relationship be-

tween St. Katharine and the Abbey," said

Dr. Carol Brooks, director of corporate

and foundation support. "Last year, we

SCNIORS'
SPRING FUNG

Sponsored by CSS Elder Ministries

Two dates and locarions to choose from!
9 - 3:30 (coffee and danish from 9 - 9:45)

Thurs., April 22nd - St. Mark, Huntersville

Deadline: April 13th

Thurs., May 13th - St. Aloysius, Hickory

Deadline; May 5th

Your day will be filled with fellowship.

Mass, lunch with friends, Tai Chi and yoga,
line dancing, crafts, bingo, door prizes and more!

Call Sandra Breakfield (704) 370-3220

Cost: $10 includes lunch. Limited space available.

Register NOW!

realized that we would soon be embark-

ing on the 100-year anniversary of her

visit here and we thought that we would
like to mark that date with a celebra-

tion."

Pa3Tie said the event would affect

not only the campus community of stu-

dents, faculty and staff, but also the

greater Catholic community, recogniz-

ing that St. Katharine also contributed

to the buUding of Catholic churches in

Gastonia and Charlotte.

'We are hoping that those who at-

tend the event will glimpse the beauty of

social justice as its seed was planted here

100 years ago," said Pa3me.

Pope Leo XIII, the author ofthe first

social encyclical, "Rerum Novarum,"
launched St. Katharine on her path as a

missionary among Native Americans
and African Americans.

Born in 1858 to a family well

known in bankipg; and philanthropy,

Katharine's travels' through the north-

west exposed her to the struggles ofNa-
tive Americans. She became committed

to relieving the suffering of Native

Americans and African Americans.

In a visit to Rome, Katharine was
advised by Pope Leo XIII to become a

missionary to oppressed peoples. In

1891, after her novitiate at the convent

of the Sisters of Mercy in Pittsburgh,

Sister Katharine made vows as a reli-

gious, and founded the Sisters of the

Blessed Sacrament.

In 1893, Mother Katharine contrib-

uted $4,000 toward the building of the

new Church of Maryhelp, the predeces-

sor of Belmont Abbey's present basilica.

She also contributed to St. Michael

Church in Gastonia and St. Peter

Church in Charlotte.

All of her philanthropy to churches

rested on the condition that pews be

CNS PHOTO FROM Catholic Press Phot

A Native American man prays during th»

canonization ceremony of Mothe

Katharine Drexel in St. Peter's Squan
Oct. 1, 2000. American-born Drexe

spent her fortune and life serving Nativt

and African Americans.

made available for African American;

and Native Americans, bringing al

races together for worship. Bishop Hai(

warmly embraced these conditions as ;

way to unite races for worship at th'

Abbey.

In her lifetime. Mother Katharin

established many ministries an(

founded and staffed many schools fo

both African Americans and Nativ

Americans, including Xavier Universit

in New Orleans, the only predominant!

black Catholic institution of highe

learning in the United States.

In 1935, Mother Katharine suffere

a severe heart attack and for the next 2

years lived her life in prayerfiil retire

ment untU her death in 1955.

On Oct. 1, 2000, Pope John Paul ]

proclaimed Mother Katharine Drexel s

"St. Katharine Drexel" at a solemn ce

ebration of Mass in Saint Peter's Squai

in Rome.

advertisement HOLLAND AMERICA LINE SPECIAL advertisement

Indiana Priest to Host Catfiolic Group on This

Panama Canal
17-Day Repositioning Cruise

Join your Spiritual Director, Father Charles Kline (Pastor of St. Francis Xavier, in Attica, Indiana) on this

18-day vacation departing October 13, 2004. Your group will fly to Los Angeles for one night. On

October 14, Your Man Tours will take you on a city tour of L.A., Hollywood and Beverly Hills plus a

scenic drive to San Diego where you'll board your deluxe five-star ship, the luxurious ms Veendam.:

Mass will be celebrated daily on board ship for those in the group wishing to participate. You'll

first sail along the sun drenched Mexican Riviera. Ports include Cabo San Lucas, Acapulco, Santa CniZ

plus a stop in Puntarenas, Costa Rica. Next is the highlight, the day-time Panama Canal crossing whera

you'll be raised and lowered by giant locks. You'll slowly float through the lush jungle and cross thei

rugged continental divide via 45 miles of canals and the largest manmade lake in the world, Gatun Lake^

Additional ports include Cartagena, Colombia; Grand Cayman Island; and Cozumel, Mexico. On

October 30* you'll arrive in Tampa. Prices start at only $3038 for inside cabins, $3363 for outside

cabins, and $4138 for outside balcony suites. Prices are per person, based on double occupancy and

include taxes, port charges and round trip airfare from Chariotte. Cabins at ttiese prices will sell out fast

$50 deposits are now due. Family and friends welcome.

For information, reservations, brochure, and Father's letter call 7 days a week:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS Providing carefree vacations since 1967! 1-800-968-7626

I
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FIRE Rally lights up Fort Mill
Speakers discuss sin, repentance, Gods love

tBY KATHY SCHMUGGE
CORRESPONDENT

FORT MILL, S.C. — The fires of

faith were set ablaze at the Southeast

FIRE Rally.

People fi-om the Diocese ofCharlotte

were among the l,b75 attendees at the

I
one-day event designed to ignite partici-

pants' faith experiences through
challenging talks on Faith, Intercession,

Repentance and Evangelism.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte

and Bishop Robert J. Baker of Charles-

ton celebrated the closing liturgy of the

rally, held at the Charlotte Bobcats

Training Center in Fort Mill, S.C,

March 13.

Presentations were offered by Sister

Ann Shields, superior of the Servants of

God's Love in the Diocese of Lansing,

Mich.; Ralph Martin, founding president

of Renewal Ministries and founding edi-

tor of New Covenant magazine; Peter

Herbeck, director ofmissions at Renewal

Ministries; and Franciscan Father Dave
Pivonka, vice president of mission effec-

tiveness at Franciscan University in

Steubenville, Ohio, and author of

"Rocked by God."

Father Pivonka, who spoke on re-

pentance, highlighted the history of sin,

the need for sacrifice and, as Isaiah fore-

told, how the blood of the lamb would
redeem the world. Christ's death, he
aid, was a part of God's plan to prove-

Bishop Peter J. Jugis offers a blessing to

in Fort Mill, S.C, March 13.

his love for humanity.

"Christ's blood is on us and human-
ity is different because of that," said Fa-

tlier Pivonka. "He offered himself for my
sake. He would be my substitute and

take my place on that cross because of

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:

"Of all the advertising for my store, the biggest return for my money has been

from The Catholic News & Herald. I track the success with a coupon and

receive more customers with coupons than from all other advertising sources

combined. It's great!"

— Tony Gagliardo, President, The Catholic Company at Lake Norman

^^rpl^QI^ Q\ll TODAY for low rates to tell over 1 25,000 readers

NEw^«ERALD cvcry week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

KTC Transportation Co. Inc

CALL 704-532-7605

SUPERSTAR
Coach Systems

Convention Services

Airport

Hotel

City Tours
Croups

Long & Short Tours
Beach vacations
Games
Sports

Special Events

Fax 704-532-7661 www.ktctransportation.com

Photo by Kathy Schmugge

a participant of the Southeast FIRE Rally

his passionate love for me, for all of us."

People can be freed from sin, said

Father Pivonka.

"Don't tell me that sin is human. I

don't buy that," said Father Pivonka.

"Sin is dehumanizing because it takes

me away from what God created me to

be."

"Sin is always personal. We don't

understand what our sin is doing if we
think it is only breaking a law," he said.

"Sin is always breaking a relationship."

Christ's blood was shed for every-

one, and for the sins of the human race,

said Father Pivonka.

"What is that sin you need that

blood to free you fi-om?" he asked the

audience.

Unless people admit they are broken

and need God's help, little can be accom-

plished in evangelization, according to

Peter Herbeck, vice president and director

of missions for Renewal Ministries.

PiiuTo BY Kathy Schmugge

Two sisters from St. Matthew Church in

Charlotte participate in the Southeast FIRE

Rally held at the Charlotte Bobcats Training

Center in Fort Mill, S.C, March 13.

"Simply begin with a prayer," sug-

gested Herbeck. "I confess that I am a

big chicken but I want to be a part of the

'Great Rescue.'"

Herbeck described evangelization

as an invitation, one soul to another. He
said that one should communicate the

faith in terms of a gift fi-om God, not just

a set of rules.

"Jesus wants you to have a passion

for souls," he said.

Martin, who co-hosts Renewal Min-
istries "The Choices We Face" television

and radio program with Herbeck, spoke

on faith.

"Ralph Martin is a man on fire with

the love of Jesus Christ," said Darlene

Kerfien, a parishioner of St. Joseph

Church in Kannapolis. "I thank God for

men and women who have been risen up

by Christ to lift us to the calling that

God has given each of us."

Sister Shields, author of several

books including "Fire in my Heart" and

host of the "Food for the Journey" radio

program, spoke about intercession. She

reminded the audience about the power

of prayer and how "we can do nothing

without God."

During his homily. Bishop Baker

spoke about the power of the Holy
Spirit, and he urged the participants

not to be secure in anyone or any-

thing but the Lord. To do this, he

said, requires a full commitment of

mind and heart.

"I hope this rally is a real shot in the

arm and you will experience a deeper

conversion, a need for reconciliation and

a desire to share the Good News," said

Bishop Baker.

The

Oratory

Kcligion

Camp
Visit us online at

www.rockhilloralory'.com

• Two separate one-week sessions at Camp York

in Kings Mountain State Park the weeks of

julyll-17 and July 18-24,2004.

. Boys and girls under 1 2 who will enter grades 2-6

in September can apply for consideration. \

. Swimming, crafts and religious activities.

.The fee is $110.

For information and application:

The Oratory Religion Camp, P O. Box J 1586. Rock Hill SC 29731-1586.

Volunteer counselors (Wor older) ran write for an application.

We beat the banks!
IMS prides itself on customer service. We're a local

lender and all we want Is a chance to quote your

mortgage. Try us, you'll be happy you did. IMS has all

the answers and the loan programs to fit your needs.

^1^

Apply on-line 24 hours a day
www.lendinglocal.com

Call Me! Kim Geter 704-759-31 76
or kmgeter@internationatmortgage. net

7631 Sharon Lakes Rd.

Charlotte. NO 28210

Ste.D IMS Mortgage Service
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A PRAYER FOR THE MAYOR
'Fishes' essay brings

Italian dinner in NYC

Courtesy Photo

Winston-Salem Mayor Allen Joines Is welcomed to St. Leo the Great School March 8

by (back row, from left) Georgette Schraeder, principal; Molly Riazzi, student council

vice president; Father Johnathan Hanic, St. Leo the Great Church parochial vicar;

and (front row, from left) Jennifer Musso and Riley Harwood, fifth-grade student

council representatives.

Winstori'Salem mayor
discusses community
service

WINSTON-SALEM — Mayor
Alien Joines visited St. Leo the Great

School March 8 to pay tribute to the

students' outreach efforts.

The mayor's visit was originally

scheduled for Catholic Schools Week in

January, but inclement weather post-

poned his arrival.

An assembly was held for Mayor
Joines, with an opening prayer by Fa-

ther Johnathan Hanic, parochial vicar of

St. Leo the Great Church.

Molly Riazzi, student council vice

president, gave Joines a summary of the

students' contributions to the commu-
nity, including outreach efforts at

Christmas and Easter, Caring Friends

letters, fundraisers for the poor. Jump
Rope for Hearts and Hoops for Hearts.

After Joines spoke to students about

the importance ofcommunity service, he

was given a tour of the school, and

Riazzi presented him with a book of

prayers written by the students.

Eighth-grader Joanna Braeckel

read her prayer to the mayor:

"Dear God,

I am askingyou to please bless Mayor
Joines.

He does so muchfor our city

from building roads and keeping all of
us safe.

He keeps on doing more and morefor

the citizens.

Help him make all the right decisions.

Help him tofindpeace in Tou when he

is troubled.

He works very hardfor all of us,

and he deserves to be thanked a lot

Please bless him as lie works with

other officials.

Keep him safe and help him to do what

is rightfor fVinston-Salem.

In Your name we pray,

Amen."

Consolidate

High-Interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

Low interest

& interest-only

Programs

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TVPICAL COMPARISON:

e

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

No Payment
until

May 20041

NO
Out-of -pocket

Closing Costs

I'll help you realize your home ownership dreams.

t& *Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

"^InU-rest raU: sbown is Prime (4%). minus I /4%, ba.scd on HO'/ti or less LTV. Subjert lo undcnvrilins rt)iuli lions.

Courtesy Photc

Nicolas Morlacci, a student at St. Ann School in Charlotte, won the grand prize in

a writing contest sponsored by Olive Garden restaurants. Out of 10,000 entries,

Morlacci's essay, "The Seven Fishes," was selected and the second-grader receives

a $1,000 savings bond and a trip for four people to New York City to eat at the

Olive Garden in Times Square and meet Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

ALL SINGERS WELCOME!

!

Choir rehearsals will be at St. Patrick:

Sunday, March 28 4-5:30 pm
Sunday, April 4 4-5:30 pm

Come sing with us for the

Diocesan Chrism Mass, Tuesday, April 6 at 11 am,

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte.

Pkase call Larry Slralem£yer at 704-334-2283, ext.. 22, and indicateyour voice part.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home! i

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide'homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers arc tlioroughly screened.
704 549 4010

VUudK^ Angels!^^

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@\/isitingAngels.com
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Teaching the teachers
A HERO'S WELCOME

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Catholic school teachers from across the Diocese of Charlotte prepare for a workshop

during the diocesan Catholic Schools Office's In-Service Day at Charlotte Catholic

High School March 12. During the day, teachers attended the "SAT Update Workshop,"

an overview of the new Scholastic Aptitude Test; "The Heart of Multiculturalism,"

a daylong session on multiculturalism; and numerous breakout sessions run by

fellow teachers and professionals in the community

-All are invited to come and enjoy -

Partners in Hope Event
benefiting Catholic Social Services Piedmont Triad Office

• featuring

SKIP PROSSER
Wake Forest University head basketball coach

"Winning in Life, On and Off the Court"

Thursday, April 15, 6:30 pm
Dinner, drinks and special address

Honorary Co-chairs:

Most Rev. William G. Curlin, Bishop Emeritus

Sr. Dennis Eileen, SSJ, St. Leo the Great Parish

Business attire, $75 per person

Bridger Field House
499 Deacon Blvd.

Winston-Salem, NC

Call for reservations by April 6: (336) 727-0705
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Lt. Cmdr. Tom Walsh, a Navy reservist, visited his sons Adam and Christopher and

their fellow students at St. Gabriel School in Charlotte March 5.

Navy officer visits

St. Gabriel students
CHARLOTTE— Students sat up a

little straighter when the Navy SEAL
entered their classrooms.

Lt. Cmdr. Tom Walsh, who has two
children enrolled in St. Gabriel School,

visited with students March 5 after re-

turning from an overseas mission.

Kindergarten teacher Kerry
Leasure, who instructs Walsh's son, in-

vited the officer to speak to her class.

A 15-year veteran of the NAVY,
Walsh spent 1 1 years in active duty as

a SEAL (Sea, Air and Land), often on

dangerous missions. It has been during

his last four years as a reservist, how-
ever, that he said he experienced some
of the most heartbreaking moments
while working in East Africa and the

Middle East.

Seven months after moving to

Charlotte to work as an investment

banker in August 2002, Walsh was
called back to duty as a reservist.

Twelve months later after completing

his mission, he was reunited with his

family in February.

Being a reservist is not for the

weak at heart, said Walsh. Due to the

volatile global environment and the

United States' commitment to fighting

the war on terrorism, his unit was sent

to places with unspeakable poverty

and the appalling aftereffects of war.

But Walsh is proud of the positive

impact and contributions U.S. soldiers

are making to better the lives ofpeople in

different parts of the world.

"We're building schools, roads,

bridges, restoring water supplies, deliver-

ing food and building good will," he said.

"We are accomplishing amazing things

under very difficult circumstances."

Walsh also visited his elder son's

second-grade class, where every student

had written letters to him while he

served overseas.

"It meant a lot to me to receive their

letters. I was very excited," said Walsh.

For two years, third-, fourth- and

fifth-graders have corresponded with

their assigned military pen pals. The
outreach ministry is sponsored by the

St. Gabriel Church-School Liaison Com-
mittee, which is dedicated to enriching

relationships between the church and

school by helping students and parishio-

ners become more involved with one

another.

Each soldier listed with the parish

has received Christmas letters and Val-

entine cards from St. Gabriel School stu-

dents with messages of support and

gratitude. Additionally, specific classes

have supported family members of the

student body who, like Walsh, are serv-

ing overseas.

In total, 12 classes have supported a

number of different soldiers.

$
Back by popular demand!

^ TREASURES FROM YOUR TRUNK
'^1%.; J Come sell anything and everything from the trunk or back of

Cn* your car, van or SUV. Cost for your space is just $20 and

YOU KEEP ALL the proceeds of your sales.

Info or to reserve space: 704-846-6962 or 704-849-7077

Saturday, April 3 8 am - 2 pm
St. Matthew Church — 8015 Ballantyne Commons Parkway, Charlotte
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IRISH SAINT NOT REALLY SO IRISH

St. Patrick converts

Ireland to Christianity
St. Patrick, Ireland's favorite

saint, wasn't actually Irish. Nor did

he drive the snakes out of Ireland

(where they don't exist).

Rather, he was born in Britain as

the pampered, far-from-faith-filled son of

a Roman nobleman around 385 A.D.

Patrick's real name is believed to have

been Maewyn Succat, and his baptismal

name was Patricius.

In his teens, his plush lifestyle ended

and his family torn from him when his

village was attacked and slave traders kid-

napped him and sold him into slavery to

an Irish cliieftain. Serving as a shepherd on

a lonesome hillside, the distraught youth

gradually turned to prayer and after six

years made a daring escape to Gaul (now

France) and eventually returned home.

But memories of the Irish haunted

him and Patrick felt God wanted him to

preach the Good News in pagan Ireland.

Ordained to the priesthood, he sailed

back to Ireland in 432 A.D. and in es-

sence converted the entire populace.

That this was accomplished without re-

sorting to violence is a historical rarity.

Patrick's success at winning con-

verts upset the Celtic Druids. They ar-

rested Patrick several times, but he es-

caped each time.

Patrick traveled throughout Ireland

establishing monasteries across the

country, which were instrumental in

preserving Western civilization's liter-

ary traditions through the Dark Ages.

He also set up schools and churches,

which would help him in his conversion

of Ireland to Christianity.

It is believed that Patrick raised

people from the dead, though this cannot

be substantiated. He is also said to have

given a sermon from the hilltop that

drove all the snakes from Ireland. Be-

cause no snakes were ever native to Ire-

land, many scholars believe this is a

metaphor for the conversion of the pa-

gans to Christianity.

Patrick's mission in Ireland lasted for

30 years. After that time, Patrick retired

to County Down. He died on March 17,

461 A.D. The day has been commemo-
rated as St. Patrick's Day ever since.

Though originally a Catholic holy

day, St. Patrick's Day has evolved into a

secular holiday, often celebrated with

parades and festivals.

Diocesan Media Resources Director

Mercy Sister Patricia Durbin contributed to

this story.

EARLY SPRING AT
Living Waters Catholic Reflection Center
HOLY WEEK RETREAT
Sunday, April 4 to Sunday, April 1

1

Come for all or some of the days of Holy Week for a Private- Retreat. Join

the Augustinian Friars and parishioners of St. Margaret of Scotland for the

liturgies of the Sacred Triduum. $50 a night

QUIET DAY OF PRAYER - Sr. Frances Marie Grady, S.C.L.

Wednesday, April 1 4 -- 9:30 am to 3 pm
Spend time in prayerful silence, a focus session, lunch sc sharing. $ 1 2.50

PRAYING WITH MANDALAS - Sr. Frances Marie Grady, S.C.L.

Friday, April 16, 7 pm to Saturday, April 1 7 at 3 pm
Praying with mandalas is a retreat using the mandala (sacred circle) to

experience God in a creative and personal prayer form. Open to anyone

wishing to deepen your spiritual life. $60

LIFE'S TRANSITIONS: FINDING GOD AMIDST THE CHALLENGES
AND CHANGES OF OUR LIVES - Donna Mahoney, D. Min.

Friday, April 30, 7 pm to Sunday, May 2 after lunch

Changes — whether relocation, separation, divorce, death, midlife,

retirement or even the birth of a baby — often bring us to the brink and

cause us to question. Join us in searching how we grow, develop and are

strengthened in our abilities and our faith by life's challenges. $ 1 25

ST. FRANCIS' "CANTICLE OF THE CREATURES": A SOUL'S JOURNEY
Sr. Anne Amati, O.S.F.

Monday, May 3,- 7 pm to Sunday, May 9 after breakfast

Through input, prayer, art, quiet time, faith sharing and ritual, participants

will be led to explore St. Francis' "Canticle of the Creatures" as an

expression of Francis' inner journey to God. As we ponder the elements of

creation, we are invited to create "a canticle" of our own life. $350

103 LIVING WATERS LANE
MAGGIE VALLEY, NC 28751

TEL: (828) 926-3833 FAX: (828) 926-1997
WEB: www.catholicretreat.org EMAIL: LWCRC@main.nc.us

Photos bv Kevin E. Murray

St. Pat's Parade
|

The Knights of Columbus led the eighth annual St. Patrick's Day Parade in uptown

Charlotte March 13, featuring several Catholic schools and organizations. Above:

St. Patrick School. Below left: St. Matthew Columbiettes Auxiliary 10852. Below

right: Belmont Abbey College Alumni Association. Bottom: St. Matthew School.
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This year's St. Patrick's Day Parade in Uptown Charlotte was the largest ever, with

80 groups participating in the annual event. Top: Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians

of Charlotte. Above left: Ancient Order of Hibernians Mecklenburg Division 1. Above

right: St. Ann School. Below: Charlotte Catholic High School's marching band.

Legend of the shamrock
The shamrock, a three-leafed clo-

ver, is the national emblem of Ireland.

It is widely believed that St. Patrick

used the shamrock to illustrate the

doctrine of the Trinity, but the idea

cannot be proven.

The shamrock, which is also

;alled the "seamroy" by the Celts, was
a sacred plant in ancient Ireland be-

cause it symbolized the rebirth of

spring. By the 17th century, the

shamrock had become a symbol of

emerging Irish nationalism.

As the English began to seize

Irish land and make laws against the

use of the Irish language and practice

of Catholicism, many Irish began
wearing the shamrock as a symbol of

their pride in their heritage and dis-

pleasure with English rule.

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship
• Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping

• Meal preparation • Medication reminders
SENIOR CARE*

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

704-344-0801 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated.

^Home
instead

Students serve others
COLLEGE, from page 1

funded by the Diocesan Support Ap-
peal and donations, helped the college

students answer the call from the U.S.

bishops to put Catholic social teach-

ing into action — the students were

invited to choose from five service

opportunities with the hope of mak-
ing a difference in other people's lives.

Some students painted houses for

Habitat for Humanity, others ate

lunch and visited with homeless per-

sons at Urban Ministries in Char-

lotte. Other students chose to work in

Belmont with women and children in

transition at Catherine's House, with

people living with AIDS at House of

Mercy, or with children and adults

with varying degrees of mental retar-

dation at Holy Angels.

"My group went to Urban Minis-

tries," said Samantha Bennert, a stu-

dent from Appalachian State Univer-

sity. "While we were making cookies

there, someone I met starting singing

gospel songs and, within minutes,

there wasn't a dry eye in the room."

"It was a day of affirmation for

me," said Molly Murtola, a junior at

Western Carolina University who
hopes to minister to the poor after

graduation.

"I met a man at Urban Ministry

who told me he thought God brought
me here today. It made me realize

that we are all part of each other."

At Catherine's House, students

volunteered to paint, clean or orga-

nize the kitchen pantry.

"A lot of people my age have

ended up staying at a place like this,"

said Matthew Bennett, a student at

Appalachian State University. "I feel

that by painting a room, I may be

actually helping someone I know."

"Everyone was so grateful for our

help," said Saul Burleson, a junior at

Lee University. "The residents have

hard lives, and what we did today

made their lives a little easier."

"We can't always understand
why people suffer, but we can accept

it in the suffering of Christ and take

an active role in this world to change
the way we think and feel," he said.

At Holy Angels, students served a

Valentine's Day cake to the residents.

"Watching their faces light up as

we sang and danced with them was
so meaningful to me," said Melissa

Kelly, a student at the University of

North Carolina at Charlotte who is

studying to be a special education

teacher.

"Seeing these children made me
realize that my calling will be diffi-

cult, but I believe it is worth doing

and I still want to pursue it."

After their various jobs were
complete, students spent the remain-

der of the day in small groups. They
discussed how Christ and the Gos-
pels were revealed to them.

"Even if I never go back to Urban
Ministries again, the next time I bake

cookies or see a homeless person, I

will always remember my experi-

ence," said Kaitlyn Ranney, a student

at Wake Forest University.

"I know a lot of people my age are

feeling unfulfilled. They seem to be

searching for something deeper," she

said. "It makes me wonder what is

missing. I plan on serving after my
graduation and I need to know I am
here for a reason."

"This experience was the first

time in my life when I was sur-

rounded by people whom I could be

afraid of, but I wasn't," she said.

"There is nothing like walking in

someone else's shoes."

Alaina Gross, a student at West-
ern Carolina University, was im-
pacted by her visit with residents of

House of Mercy.

"These people are staring death in

the face, yet they are so joyful," said

Gross, who told her fellow students to

live life for every single breath.

"My hope is that we don't sweat

the small stuff," said Mandy Carroll,

from Wake Forest University. "There

are people out there who wish they

could just sweat the small stuff, but

every day they have to deal with

AIDS."
The students ended their week-

end with a celebration of unity and a

deeper understanding of where God
might be leading each of them.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information on Campus
Ministry, call (704) 370-3212.

Campus Ministry is one of the 36
ministries funded by the Diocesan Sup-

port Appeal.

Catholic Gift & Book Store

Over 700 Book Titles, plus Bibles, Rosaries, Statues,

Medals, Tapes, CD, Plaques, & much, much more!

Hours: Sam -5pm Monday - Friday

(336)273-2554 fax (336) 273-2441 233 N. Greene Si. Greensboro, NC 27401
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Exposing Anti-Catholicism

roots in
REVIEWED BY PATRICK J. HAYES

CATHOLIC NEW S SERVICE

"Anti-Catholicism in America," by

Jesuit Father Mark S. Massa, is an eye-

opening chronicle and analysis of this

insidious prejudice. It takes a firm, con-

stitution to look evil in the face, and

Father Massa's book does not flinch. It

is a welcome addition to the growing

historical record of this American
scourge.

Since obtaining his doctorate from

Harvard, Father Massa has been a

probing student of American culture.

Today he co-directs the Center for

American Catholic Studies at

Fordham University, one of the lead-

ing research organs on the church's

national experience.

ANTI-
CATHOllCLSM

' AMERICA
lit Ac:cfi^r^Kl.^

^

"Anti-Catholicism in America: The

Last Acceptable Prejudice," by

Jesuit Father Mark S. Massa.

Crossroad Publishing (New York,

2003). 245 pp., $24.95.

Father Massa begins by reviewing

three standard explanations for why anti-

Catholicism stUl rears its ugly head: cul-

tural, intellectual, and sociological. Cul-

turally, it is embedded in the nation's

history, beginning with the English Puri-

tans who brought a distrust of Catholics

to the New World. Their recollections of

the reign of Queen Mary Tudor, battles

with Catholic Spain and George Foxe's

bloody tales of Catholic torturers in his

"Book of Martyrs" were still fresh and

influential. The Puritan settlers passed

their biases on to fliture generations.

Intellectually, Catholicism posed a

challenge to post-colonial America. The

response was to portray Catholics as

unsupportive of democracy, reason and

individual freedom.

There are two sociological currents

that have influenced anti-Catholicism in

America. One is nativism, which Father

Massa defines as "a fear of 'outsiders' by

cultural 'insiders.'" Another is the secu-

larization of America, the decline of the

importance of religion that coincided in

direct proportion to the rise in the

nation's pluralism.

However one chooses to understand

the problem, anti-Catholicism remains

with us. Father Massa recounts a brief

history of this scourge through three

centuries and then looks at several pub-

lic expressions of the idea.

He examines" the work of Paul

Blandshard, whose scurrilous books on

American Catholicism sold hundreds of,

thousands of copies in the 1940s and

1950s. The election of John F. Kennedy
is analyzed in light of attacks from the

Rev. Norman Vincent Peale and his as-

sociates. Other popular Protestants

come under fire, such as the Rev. Jimmy
Swaggart, who in the course of his min-

istry (which was not without its own
problems) tangled with the late Bishop

Stanley J. Ott of Baton Rouge, La., over-

the televangelist's assertions that Ca-

tholicism was a false religion offering "a

fraudulent path to salvation."

In one of the most provocative chap-

ters. Father Massa examines the con-

tents and eflfects of a notoriously anti-

Catholic cartoon series produced by Jack

Chick. These "Chicklets" have pen-

etrated popular culture through an esti-

mated distribution that tops 400 mil-

lion. Father Massa's exposure of Chick's

canard is as thorough as it is humorous

as, for example, when he supplies "a

short course in Chicklet theology, if only

to illustrate its amazing consistency

over time (in which it is later than you

think)."

Father Massa brings his careful ar-

gument to a close by making a distinc-

tion between self-critique born oflove for

the church and Catholic bashing. He
notes that recent crises within the

church are not occasions for prejudicial

venting against the hierarchy, but re-

spectful calls for accountability are posi-

tively imperative. Amen!

OWE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"A treasure trove of heavenly perceptions! LUSCIOUS, TENDER, ATTUNEDTOTHE
EAR OFTHE spirit. Last Kiss gives lasting pleasure to all ages and every walk of life!"

—Rev. James Sheehan, author of The Father Who Didn't Know My Name

To order, mall citecli or money order (no credit cards) to:

Pilgrim Publishing. P 0 Box 49544, Oiarlotte, NC2H277

$13.95
plus $2.50 sfiipping

WORD TO LIFE
SUNf)AY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MARCH 28, 2004

March 28, Fi/th

Sunday of Lent

Cycle C Readings:

1) Isaiah 43:16-21

Psalm 126:1-6

2) Philippians 3:8-14

3j Gospel: John 8:1-11

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

I got fired from my first professional

job after only three months.

A new college grad, with my
bachelor's degree and a mistaken notion

that I was God's gift to journalism, I

traveled across the country to take a

position as a reporter for the local daily

in a small town. At 21, I was brand new
to the workplace but didn't take editors'

correction well and lacked respect for the

meaning of ''business attire."

I appeared, no. doubt, to have an

attitude problem, but mostly I was just

an immature, inexperienced kid.

When the editor told me he was

letting me go because I just wasn't cut-

•ting it, I realized immediately the truth

about my failure. It was a result of my
own misplaced pride and childish

behavior.

Once I walked out the door, my
know-it-all attitude turned to shame. I

became a much humbler job seeker, vis-

iting every newspaper in that state. A
few editors were interested in hiring me

until they found out why I'd left my
previous job. This happened over and
over again.

My assurances that I'd learned my
lesson weren't enough as I suddenly

looked to them like a problem waiting tc

happen: "Sorry, no openings."

I left for home feeling hopelessly

marked for life. But on the way, I

stopped at a newspaper office to apply

for a sports-writing position I'd heard

about. As I interviewed with the sports

editor, I took a breath when we came to

_ the part where he asked about my previ-

ous job. I admitted what had happened.

"Do I need to worry about that hap-

pening here?" he asked.

"No, sir."

"Good. Then there's no problem.

You can start Monday."

Freed of the expectations of failure, I

became a new person — and a pretty

good reporter— working hard, coming

in early, asking veteran writers and edi-

tors for advice, and appreciating every

assignment I got.

In this weekend's Gospel, Jesus

shows' his mercy in forgiving the

accused woman's failings and then

further frees her from her sins with a

simple dismissal of them as "past his-

tory" that won't be repeated. Our lov-

ing Lord, always pulling for us, allows

us to start over, knowing that witln

divine encouragement we can grow tc

be the righteous person God createe

us to be.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 21 - MARCH 27

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Lent), Joshua 5:9-12, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21, Luke 15:1-3, 11-32;

Monday (Lenten Weekday), Isaiah 65:17-21, John 4-43-54; Tuesday (Lenten Weekday),

Ezel<iel 47:1-9, 12, John 5:1-16; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday), Isaiah 49:8-15, John 5:17-30;

Thursday (Annunciation of the Lord), Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10, Hebrews 10:4-10, Luke 1:26-38;

Friday (Lenten Weekday), Wisdom 2:1 , 12-22, John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30; Saturday (Lenten

Weekday), Jeremiah 11:18-20, John 7:40-53 ^

I

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 28 - APRIL 3

Sunday (Fifth Sunday of Lent), Isaiah 43:16-21, Philippians 3:8-14, John 8:1-11; Monday

(Lenten Weekday), Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62, John 8:12-20; Tuesday (Lenten

Weekday), Numbers 21:4-9, John 8:21-30; Wednesday (Lenten Weekday), Daniel 3:14-20, 91-

92, 95, John 8:31-42;-Thursday (Lenten Weekday), Genesis 17:3-9, John 8:51-59; Friday

(Lenten Weekday), Jeremiah 20:10-13, John 10:31-42; Saturday (Lenten Weekday), Ezekiel

37:21 -28, John 11:45-56

Serving the Carolinas
for more than 23 years!

Special Cards, Reugious Articles,

Unique Gifts

h =— CARpUNACATHOUC
m BOOKSHOPPE

I' =
704-342-2878
Fax (704) 334r3313
441 0-F Monroe Road,
Charlotte, 28205

WE WELCOME MAIL ORDERS
AND SPECIAL ORDERS!

Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 5:30 pm
Sat 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

WWW.CAROLINACATHOUCBOOKS.COM

Caring for Charlotte Areo Catholic

Fomilies in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

E
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291
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'Window' shows top-notch performances

CNS PHOTO FROM Columbia Pictures

Johnny Depp and John Turturro star in "Secret Window," an absorbing

psychological thriller set in an isolated lakefront cabin about a successful

novelist (Depp) who is terrorized by a stranger (Turturro) claiming the author

plagiarized one of his short stories and demanding restitution, threatening

the scribe with a brand of backwater justice that includes cold-blooded murder.

Recurring gory violence, a discreet fleeting sexual encounter, some crude

language and profanity. The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification

is A-lll — adults. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG-13
— parents are strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for

children under 13.

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. IndepeiideiU^e Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

Driverswantect

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing CouldBe Finer Members ofSt. Gabriel

Ttemal Sunshine' beams
with originality, cleverness

BY DAVID DiCERTO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK— Despite a labyrin-

thine plot, artsy camerawork and a title

that doesn't exactly lend itself to the

marquee (swiped from a poem by
Alexander Pope), Michel Gondry's bold

new film, "Eternal Sunshine of the Spot-

less Mind," (Focus) is one of the most

original, cleverly crafted and emotion-

ally resonant movies to come down the

pike in a long time.

Cast against type, Jim Carrey
stars as Joel Barish, a scruffy, unlucky-

at-love loner who impulsively plays

hooky from his job on Valentine's Day
and hops a train J:o the tip of Long
Island. Wandering along a desolate

Montauk beach, he meets Clementine

(Kate Winslet), a bohemian free spirit

with blue hair.

Her mercurial elan coaxes Joel out of

his introverted shell so that by the end of

the 1 7-minute pre-credit sequence, their

offbeat opposites-attract relationship is

firmly established.

It seems only natural, therefore, to

share in Joel's post-credits confusion

when he approaches Clementine with a

gift— what seems like a few days later— and she acts like she has never seen

him before. Neither Joel nor the viewers

are left scratching their heads long, as it

is quickly revealed that (for reasons left

rather vague) Clementine has employed

the services of an enigmatic company
called Lacuna, and had all memories of

Joel erased from her brain.

Devastated, Joel decides to undergo

the same procedure in a depression-eas-

ing tit-for-tat. The erasure takes place in

Joel's dingy apartment one night, with

the unconscious patient's head placed in

what looks like an industrial-strength

colander that systematically zaps his

memories of Clementine one by one.

The film wisely avoids the pratfall of

being overly technical in explaining the

process involved, which undoubtedly

would have weighed down a more mairt-

stream movie.

Overseeing the procedure is Stan

(Mark Ruflfalo), and Patrick (Elijah

Wood). The operation is nearly botched

when Patrick splits to make a move on

the now-available Clementine and Stan

takes a breather by getting stoned with

Lacuna's pretty blonde receptionist

(Kirsten Dunst), who is also present.

Most of the action, of course, actu-

ally takes place in Joel's head — more
specifically in his memories. During the

mnemonic erasure, snippets of recollec-

tions play out, filling in the blanks of

their rollercoaster relationship.

From the depths of his psyche, Joel,

conscious of what's going on in his head

but unable to abort the procedure, real-

izes that he truly loves Qementine —
despite the painfijl reminiscences. He be-

gins to retreat with his memories ofhap-

pier days into the recesses of his mind,

"hiding" Clementine in childhood memo-
ries, desperately clinging to some trace of

her, before she is deleted by the oblivion

offorgetfulness.

Reining in his rubber-faced reper-

toire and manic energy, Carrey delivers

his most subdued yet resonant perfor-

mance to date, while Kate Winslet deliv-

ers a fittingly fj-enetic performance, don-

ning the hat of hyperactivity usually

worn by her uncharacteristically re-

strained costar. Tom Wilkinson also

shines as Dr. Howard Mierzwiak, the

head of Lacuna, whose marital infideli-

ties have unforeseen consequences for

the star-crossed lovers.

The screenplay by Charlie
Kaufman echoes the self-conscious

quirkiness of "Adaptation" and "Be-

ing John Malkovich" (both also

penned by Kaufman), but is by far the

most developed in terms of character

and human drama. But for those who
have not acquired a taste for

Kaufman's unconventional brand of

storytelling, the at-times intention-

ally convoluted, nonlinear narrative

may prove a bit confusing.

Camerawork by EUen Kurras sup-

plies the film with an impressionistic

stream of haunting images enhancing

the overall surreal feel of being trapped

inside the dreamscape of Joel's mind. As
he loses his hold on Clementine (or his

memories ofher), the road through Joel's

head takes on the darker tones of a

nightmare. In one particularly heart-

wrenching scene, Joel cries out in vain,

begging Stan not to erase the memory of

an exceptionally happy moment he

shared with Clementine.

Despite some unnecessary crass-

ness, the film makes some poignant re-

flections about the centrality of memo-
ries in defining our personalities. And
while no one would argue the vital role

memories — both positive and negative

— play in making us who we are, view-

ers should be vigilant against rationalist

assumptions that would reduce a person

to the sum total of his or her mental

processes. For Christians, man is more

than memories.

The film also touchingly explores

the mixed bag of interpersonal relation-

ships and the vagaries of the human
heart as it wrestles with regret and

missed opportunities.

While movies dealing with memory
loss are quickly evolving into a separate

subgenre ("50 First Dates," "Paycheck"

and "Memento," to name just a few),

Gondry's film is, by far, the most inge-

nious, audacious and, if you'll excuse the

pun, memorable of the lot.

Given the plethora of puerility and

surplus of schlock set to glut multiplexes

in the coming summer months, this

modest but inspired piece of filmmaking

is a warming ray of sunshine.

Due to implied sexual encounters,

fleeting rear nudity, some drug content

and recurring rough and crude sexual

language, as well as profanity, the

USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting

classification is A-III— adults. The Mo-
tion Pictures Association ofAmerica rat-

ing is R— restricted.

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas
for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!



12 The Catholic News & Herald

AROUND THE DIOCESE
March 19, 2004

BOY SCOUTS CELEBRATE ANNIVERSARY

Courtesy Photo

Adult leaders and Scouts from Troop 174 at St. Gabriel Church celebrated the 94th

anniversary of Scouting In America Feb. 8.

St. Gabriel's Troop 174

recognizes accomplishments
CHARLOTTE — The 94th anni-

versary of Scouting in America was Feb.

8, and Troop IT* from St. Gabriel

Church had a lot to celebrate.

During a special Mass at the

church that day, the Scouts celebrated

their accomplishments during the past

year, including the recognition of four

adult leaders for their service and dedi-

cation to Scouting.

Mike Newy, Kris Knudsen and Don
Bohlen received the St. George Award
presented by the National Catholic

Committee on Scouting recognizing

"their outstanding service to the spiri-

tual development of Catholic youth in

the Boy Scouts ofAmerica."

In addition, adult leader Jack

Hagopian received the Golden Pelican

award for his commitment to the spiritual

development of Catholic youth in Scouting.

The adult recognitions are evident

in the Scouts' work in fijlfilling the basic

Scouting principles, such as duty to

God, duty to country and duty to others.

Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts are ac-

tive in ministries within the parish, serv-

ing as altar servers, readers, eucharistic

Classifieds

.ii EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVERS: CAREGiving \s a Joy! Join us

in making a difference in the lives of the elderly.

Non-medical companionship and home care.

Flexible, part-time, day, evening and weekend
hours available. Car needed. Home Instead Se-

nior Care. Call 704.344.9739.

MANAGER: Flynn & O'Hara Uniforms is seek-

ing a Retail Store Manager for our Charlotte

location. Responsibilities include training of

staff and daily business transactions. Motivated
individuals with experience in retail and a focus

on customer service should apply to join our

growing team. To schedule an interview, call

Kathy 215-697-4600 x8020, e-mail your re-

ministers, religious education instruc-

tors and participants in music ministry.

Many Eagle Scout projects have

benefited Holy Trinity Catholic Middle

School, the Diocese of Charlotte's Cardi-

nal John Newman House for Seminar-

ians, the home of Bishop Emeritus WUl-
iam G. Curlin and the St. Gabriel

Church rectory.

Scouting places importance to rank

advancement, with the Eagle Scout be-

ing the highest rank a Boy Scout can

achieve. This rank has such high stan-

dards that universities and employers

recognize it as an indication of the

person's character and ability to achieve.

An equally important goal that

Scouts can strive to achieve for their

faith is represented by the Ad Altre Dei

Award, and three young men in Troop
174 wUl soon complete work to receive

this award.

Jeff Malondo, David Rue and
Adisson Demallie have put in many
hours ofcommunity service and study of

the Catholic faith, learning the correla-

tion between the teachings of the church

and the Boy Scouts' principles.

sume to petrok@flynnohara.com, or fax to attn:

Kathy 215-637-6392.

RETAIL: Flynn & O'Hara Uniforms is cur-

rently seeking an Assistant Manager and Retail

Sales Associates for our Charlotte location. De-
pendable, courteous, customer-oriented indi-

viduals are encouraged to apply by calling

Kathy 215-637-4600, ext. 8020, fax your re-

sume to attn; Kathy 215-637-6392, or e-mail

petrok@flynnohara.com.

RN NEEDED: P/T flexible hours. In-home
visits. Send resume to: Partners In Care, 6135

Park South Dr., Suite 610, Charlotte, NC 28210

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans

at best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 84.5-

1416.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-malledtockfeerick@charlottedlocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

CIndi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Courting a winner

Wake Forest coach to speak at

Catholic Social Services event
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

WINSTON-SALEM— One of col-

lege basketball's best coaches will be shar-

ing his secrets of success next month.

Skip Prosser, head basketball coach

at Wake Forest University for the past

three seasons, will speak on "Winning in

Life, On and Off the Court" at the Part-

ners in Hope Event April 15 benefiting

Catholic Social Services Piedmont Triad

Office.

Prosser, who is a member of St. Leo
the Great Church in Winston-Salem,

was asked to speak at the event because

of his extensive work with young adults

for the past 30 years.

"Prosser has been a mentor to

young people for many years," said

David Harold, director of the Piedmont

Triad Office.

The Piedmont Triad Office offers

several programs for young people, in-

cluding Host Homes (an outreach pro-

gram for troubled youth). Hand to Hand
(services for teen parents) and Sisters/

The Code, an after-school program pro-

moting self-esteem, decision-making

skills and abstinence.

Proceeds from the Partners in Hope
event will benefit the various ministries

of the Piedmont Triad Office, which in-

clude counseling, adoption and preg-

nancy services and limited emergency

food and financial assistance, according

to Harold.

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin

Courtesy Photo

Skip Prosser, the head basketball coach

at Wake Forest University, smiles on the

court of Lawrence Joel Coliseum.

and Sister Dennis Eileen Gamber, Sister

of St. Joseph, will serve as honorary co-

chairs of the evening.

Contact Staff" Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

WANTTOGO?
The Partners in Hope event will take

place at Bridger Field House on the

Wake Forest University campus April

15 at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $75 per

person and include dinner, drinks and

address by Skip Prosser. Business

attire is requested. Call for reserva-

tions by April 5; (336) 727-0705.

DON'T PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!

!

125,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOVR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW a-d rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too! the

C\THQLIC
Call (704) 370-3332 now! KEW^^^ERALD

PRINCIPAL

Sacred Heart Cathedral Schbol of Knoxville, Tennessee is seeking an individual

for the position of Principal beginning Summer 2004. The school has an

enrollment of 650+ students grades K-8 and 50 teaching faculty. The Principal

must be a practicing Catholic interested in achieving the school's mission of

"dedication to living and teaching Gospel values." A master's degree and

teaching/administration experience are preferred. Salary and benefits

commensurate with the position.

Qualified candidates should forward resume and cover letter to:

Gregory M. Matfiien, M.D.

Chair, Searcfi Committee

Sacred Heart Cathiedral

71 1 Northsfiore Dr.

Knoxville, TN 37919

Applications should be received by: May 1, 2004.

ShckiI Heart Catheilnil School

Kaith-Kamilv-rutiii'e
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Near overturn revealed

ABORTION, from page 1

Wade decision written by Blackmun.

After writing the Roe majority opin-

ion, Blackmun said he received more
than 60,000 pieces of hate mail, a small

sample of which is in the library collec-

tion of his papers.

The Casey case, which was upheld

in a 5-4 vote, reaffirmed the "central

holding" of the Roe decision but as a

compromise position it also upheld four

provisions of Pennsylvania's Abortion

Control Act that it said would not pose

"undue burden" on pregnant women, in-

cluding informed consent, a waiting pe-

riod, parental notification and other

recordkeeping prior to abortions.

According to reports in Blackmun's

files. Chief Justice William Rehnquist

initially led a five-justice majority in the

Casey case and he had been set to write

the majority opinion when Justice

Kennedy suddenly changed his mind.

Kennedy wrote to Blackmun saying

he needed to see him whenever he "had a

free moment."

"I want to tell you about a new
development in Planned Parenthood

vs. Casey, and at least part of what I

say should come as welcome news,"

he wrote.

When Blackmun received

Kennedy's note, according to his papers,

he wrote the words "Roe sound" on a

pink memo pad.

Nothing in the papers reveals why
Kennedy, who is Catholic, changed his

mind in the decision and ended up vot-

ing with Justices Sandra Day O'Connor,

John Paul Stevens and David Souter.

Mark Chopko, general counsel for

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,

said the details about Kennedy's change

of mind in two 1992 cases is the most

interesting part of Blackmun's papers.

"Certainly justices are allowed to re-

consider their positions as the case devel-

ops and as their own thinking is aided

by briefs and argument," he said in an e-

mail to Catholic News Service. "It shows

how close Roe was actually to being

reversed. That reversal will have to wait

c

Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools
invite YOU to join them in a

WALK TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Date:ApriMO

Time: 9 am - 12 pm; walk day registration

and packet pickup begins at 7 am

Preregister by March 26

The walk will start at Memorial Stadium and

proceed through uptown Charlotte. It will finish

back at Memorial Stadium for a post-walk rally

and concert.

T-shirts, live entertainment and refreshments

will be provided to all walkfers.

Barrels will be available at the stadium

to collect new or gently-used shoes.

PLEASE TEAR OFF PORTION BELOW

SAMARITAN MILE 5K LIFE WALK REGISTRATION FORM
Registration fee (checit one): waiver; By signing, i assume aii risks associated with Payment type (checic one):

J $15 per individual J S25 per family running or walking in this event, t, for myselt and anyone J Check J Money Order

, ^ • _., , entitled to act on my behalf, waive and release Samaritan's
I agree to raise $ per mile for a ^ ' . p„Hit r-crd /^irr-ic r,no\
, .

, , . i , 1. i , Feet and all sponsors and their representatives and ~ v^reuu t-dru ^oiroitr uiie;
total pledge of (check one):

J $50 JS100 J $200 J$.
successors from all Claims or liabilities of any ^.^^ Mastercard Discover
kind arising out of my participation in this event,

I agree to make a one-time donation of > , . . American Express
» r- » biqnature ot entrant
$. to Samaritan s Feet

^

Card number
First name; -

Last name: _ _

"^ate / /
' =

Age: Date of birth: / / Signature of guardian if under 18
Expiration date

Sex: (circle one) IVI F Please make checks payable to Samaritan's Feet

,
Street address:

Qgjg / ^
If you have any questions:

Phone: (866) 833-SHOE toll free
Please mail your registration

City: \ 704 341-1630
' - ~ and donation to:

State: Zip: Samaritan's Feet, RO.Box 78992 E-mail: events@samaritansfeet.org

Phone (home): _ Charlotte, NC 28271 -7045 Samaritan's Feet is a ministry of Legacy of the

E-mail address: You can also register at www.samaritansfeet.org Vine, a 501 .c(3) charitable organization

for another day," he added.

Robert Destro, a professor at The
CathoHc University of America's Co-

lumbus School of Law, said Blackmun's

papers reveal just how "suggestible"

Kennedy is.

He said the notes show that

Kennedy "didn't apply the law, but in-

stead considered how it would play out

in the newspapers."

Destro also told CNS in a telephone

interview that he wasn't surprised by
Kennedy's change ofmind because in the

Casey case in particular, it was "obvious

that someone had changed sides."

Blackmun's notes reveal that an-

other case in which Kennedy had a sud-

den change of mind was Lee vs.

Weisman, a 1992 case challenging the

constitutionality of clergy-led prayers at

graduations.

Kennedy, who was initially going to

write the opinion for a 5-4 majority up-

holding the prayers, wrote to I31ackmun

after several months saying that his

"draft looked quite wrong." Kennedy's

revised draft then became the opinion -of

the 5-4 majority which called the clergy-

led prayers unconstitutional.

In both cases where Kennedy's
swing vote made a difference, the U.S.

Catholic Conference, as it was then

called, filed friend-of-the-court briefs

supporting what ended up being the

minority opinion.

Blackmun's notes also reveal some
of the struggle he personally faced with

capital punishment decisions.

In a 1967 case in which the court

upheld a conviction and death sentence,

Blackmun, who was 'writing the major-

ity opinion, added a concluding para-

graph that showed his doubt about the

sentence and the death penalty in gen-

eral, adding that executive clemency

might have been more appropriate.

After being criticized for this para-

graph by two of the justices, he took it

out, but his notes show that he regretted

this decision.

"I continue to kick myself for with-

drawing my comment about capital

punishment," he wrote to then-Chief

Justice Warren Burger. "In retrospect, I

suppose it was expediency, namely to

avoid a hoedown in court. Yet I was

right about it and one never should com-

promise when one is right."

C
CG

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally O-wned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus



14 The Catholic News & Herald March 19, 2004

Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

A reflection of "Hie

Passion of tiie Clirist"

Someone suggested the other day

that I might share my reflections on

seeing "The Passion of the Christ"

since everyone seems to be talking

about the movie in either very posi-

tive or very negative terms, and as a

result, some people are confused
about its biblical accuracy, its pos-

sible anti-Semitism and its violent

brutality.

I'm not quite sure how well I can

talk to these things, but I would be-

gin, however, by reminding everyone

that "The Passion" is a movie, and

like every work of art, it is subjective.

It is subjective in the sense that it is a

personal interpretation of an event by

the director, and it also is subjective

in the effect it has on the viewer.

We need only look at the history

of art to see how various events from

the Passion have been portrayed in

the West. Raphael's "Crucifixion with

Mary and St. John" reveals the Christ

of Renaissance perfection, in a scene

which belies what a Roman crucifix-

ion was all about; there is no blood, no

wounds, no sense of suffering in the

handsome Apollo-like Christ, and
those at the foot of the cross rever-

ently mourn in graceful tranquility.

Yet, the crucifixion of Christ from

Matthias Grunewald's, "Ishenheim

Altarpiece," created within the same
time period, presents a violently tor-

tured Jesus — his skin a putrid green

with every lash of the whip, every

bruise, every gash, every wound viv-

idly shown and exposed. When paint-

ing the same scene, these two artists

had different intentions, and we react

to the two versions of the same scene

in very different ways.

My own response to Mr.
Gibson's movie was, almost to my
surprise, quite positive. It is a power-

ful film. It is a violent film — perhaps

the most violent film that most of us

will ever see. It touched me deeply.

Why? I've meditated many times

on the Passion of Christ in my ordi-

nary prayer and my yearly retreats,

but I have never understood, indeed I

have probably tried not to under-

stand, the suffering — both physical

and psychological — that Jesus en-

dured for me, for us.

Some would say that could be

done with far less violence. Yet I

think that the point is this: Christ

took on all of our sinfulness, the sin-

fulness of human kind from the be-

ginning to the end, and no matter

how violent and inhuman his suffer-

ing is made on the screen, it doesn't

even come close to what he endured. I

Guest

Column

FATHER JOSEPH
SOBIERAJSKI, SJ

Guest Columnist

didn't like watching what was on the

screen, and I did turn my face away,

and yes, the tears did well up. But I

don't believe that all of the violence

was simply there to pull on my emo-
tions. Will this rhovie change my life?

Well, I hope that those images of

Jesus scourged, beaten and crucified

will remain vivid in my own mind
whenever my own thoughts turn in

any way violent toward my brothers

and sisters.

Is this a perfect movie? Of course

not. Countless critics have already

pointed out its shortcomings. Is it

anti-Semitic? If you want to see anti-

Semitism in it, you will. Is it true to

Scripture? Yes and no. It is like doing

an Ignatian contemplation on the

Passion: it starts with Scripture, but

also makes use of the imagination.

Was it too violent? Yes, for some,

but I don't see the violence as gratu-

itous. As I mentioned above, it has a

purpose. Does it give us a full view of

the Jesus who taught, healed, fed and

forgave, and then became the Christ

through his passion, death and resur-

rection? No.

Any story, movie, painting or

sculpture that considers one part of

Jesus' earthly life as discrete in itself

is going to give less than an accurate

picture of who he was and what he

did. From the Incarnation to the As-

cension, the totality of Christ's life,

death and resurrection is a unity. To
look at only part of it is to see with a

distorted eye.

Yet, does that stop us from cel-

ebrating Christmas as a feast in it-

selP

Do I recommend it? Well, I can

only say that as difficult as it was to

watch, I am not sorry that I saw it,

and I will probably see it again. That
said, be warned. This is one of those

movies, one of those experiences in

which way you get out of it depends

very much on what you bring to it.

Jesuit Father Joseph Sobierajski is pas-

tor ofSt. Peter Church in Charlotte. He was

Undergraduate Dean ofArts and Sciences at

Loyola College in Baltimore, Md., and

taught art history and studiofor many years

before his assignment at St Peter Church.

Pope at audience, asks St.

Joseph to watch over

families
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY— Anticipating the

March 19 feast of St. Joseph, Pope John

Paul II prayed for families, particularly

those in his native Poland, and encour-

aged young people to follow God's plan

for their lives as St. Joseph did.

The pope's remarks about the feast

day came at the end of his March 17

general audience; his main talk was a

continuation of his series of explanations

of the psalms used for evening prayer.

The mid-March audience was the

first of 2004 to be held outside in St.

Peter's Square. For 10 minutes before

the audience began, the pope rode in an

open popemobile, waving to and bless-

ing the crowd.

Speaking to Polish pilgrims at the

audience, the pope said the feast of St.

Joseph "calls on today's families, com-

forted by the example of Mary and Jo-

seph, who cared for the Incarnate Word
with love, to draw fi-om ,their (the Holy

Family's) lifestyle inspiration in making
daily decisions and strength in overcom-

ing difficulties."

"Only in an authentic family, loving

and united for life, can children reach a

healthy maturity, drawing upon the ex-

ample of unconditional love, faithfulness,

mutual dedication and respect for life,"

the pope said.

"I pray that Polish families will be

like this," he said.

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

He also spoke about St. Joseph in his

remarks to Italians present in the square

under a sunny spring sky.

The pope prayed that St. Joseph

would help young people "to follow each

day the desires of the Lord," that he

would give support to those who are

suffering and that he would help newly-

weds accept God's plans for their new
families.

In his main talk, the 83-year-old

pope spoke about Psalm 21, a hymn of

thanksgiving to God for his blessings on

the king.

The Jews came to view the psalm as

a hymn to the hoped-for messiah, the

pope said, and later Christians read it as

referring to Christ.

At the center of the psalm, the pope

said, is gratitude for God's blessings on

the king, particularly the blessing of life

and of 'length of days forever and ever."

With the resurrection, God gave*

Jesus not only a long life, but eternal life,

he said.

"On the basis of this certainty, each

Christian cultivates hope for the gift of

eternal life," Pope John Paul said.

A funeral Mass on Ash

Wednesday?
Two years ago, I was told we

could not have a funeral Mass on Ash

JVednesday. This year a funeral Mass
was celebrated on that day. Has there

been a change? (Texas)

A. Some slight changes have oc-

curred in the past few years. Accord-

ing to regulations in the present

Sacramentary (Missal), funeral

Masses may not be celebrated on holy

days of obligation. Holy Thursday,

the Easter Triduum, and the Sundays
of Advent, Lent and Easter. There is

no prohibition for Ash Wednesday.
Similar rules govern Ritual

Masses, connected with celebration of

the sacraments or sacramentals (wed-

dings, for example, and Masses with

anointing of the sick or baptism).

These are prohibited on Sundays of

Advent, Lent and Easter, solemnities,

days in the octave of Easter, All Souls

Day, Ash Wednesday and during

Holy Week (General Instruction of

the Roman Missal, 3372 and 3380).

Note that it is funeral or ritual

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

Masses that are prohibited. Funeral

ceremonies, weddings and other sac-

ramental liturgies without Mass may
be celebrated on these days, with due

respect, of course, for their liturgical

character.

A free brochure on ecumenism, in-

cluding questions on intercommunion and

other ways of sharing worship, is avails

able by sending a stamped, selfaddressed

envelope to Father John Dietzen, Box

325, Peoria, IL 61651.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-maih

jjdietzen@aol.com.

1
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Message for Mel Gibson: A sequel to "The Passion'7

After months of publicity about Mel

Gibson's film "The Passion of the

Christ," I was anxious to see it— curi-

ous to see for myself how this film pre-

sents the truths of the Gospel. When I

saw it, I must say honestly that I was

deeply disappointed.

We see the torment, the torture and

the death of Jesus. But I believe that

unless one is very familiar with the Gos-

pels, the violence on the screen, depicting

the excruciating pain Jesus willingly ac-

cepted, cannot really be understood.

Many people I have talked to about

this film agree and believe there should

be a next step for Gibson. Cal Samra, the

man who founded the Fellowship of

Merry Christians, is one of them. He
thinks the actor/director should do an

even more challenging sequel titled "The

Resurrection of Christ."

I spoke to Samra, and it struck me
that he was onto something important.

Samra acted on his proposal by

seeking out Gibson's company, Icon

Productions, in Santa Monica, Calif,

sending them a framed print of the

painting 'The Risen Christ by the Sea"

and a letter that said:

"We think it is important that we
not only experience the redemptive

power and the suflFering of the passion

of Christ, but also God's great power,

victory and eternal joy in an equally

compelling movie production of his

resurrection."

The Bottom

Line

ANTOINETTE
BOSCO

CNS Columnist

In our conversation, Samra was
very clear in saying why he contacted

Gibson.

"There's a major hole here. My
thinking is that you can see what the

Lord suffered and that really impacts

you. But that's only half the story. I'm

suggesting something extremely chal-

lenging: Do a sequel on the resurrection.

There's so much more that goes on later.

Can anyone ignore Christ's presence

down the centuries?"

Samra told me that he has witnessed

a new phenomenon that should be get-

ting attention. Many modern churches

are reviving the very old Christian tra-

dition of resurrection celebrations. "One

day is not enough to celebrate the resur-

rection," he explained.

He spoke of early Christians, nam-
ing the Greeks, Slavs and Italians, who
had Easter celebrations that lasted a

week, ending in "Bright Sunday," which

was seen as the beginning of Christ's

permanent presence in the world.

"These have died out over the last

1,000 years, but now a revival is hap-

pening," he repeated, mentioning several

churches nationwide from Florida, Indi-

ana and North Carolina to California.

At the First Presbyterian Church of

Winter Haven, Fla., Bright Sunday has

been celebrated again for the past five

years, Samra told me. "Butterflies, a Chris-

tian symbol for the resurrection, were

adopted as a decorating motif," he said.

"People are invited to dress in their

brightest colors for worship that Sun-

day. Last year fiber optic lights were

strung throughout the church. Included

in each bulletin was a bookmark in the

shape of a cross, with a butterfly and

these words imprinted on it: 'Because I

live, you also will live.'"

Samra's mission began 19 years ago

after a traumatic experience catapulted

him into a new understanding of God's

love and goodness for each of us, re-

vealed in the life, death and resurrection

of his son, Jesus.

The fellowship Samra began, with

the help of his wife. Rose, was sorely

needed for it focuses on the light, laugh-

ter and joy Jesus gave to the world. The
name of their publication says it well:

"The Joyful Noiseletter."

i hope to read in it one day that

Gibson was inspired to act on Samra's

suggestion with a sequel titled "The Res-

urrection of the Christ."

The jobs and vocations

young adults want
Terry Johnson, 30, graduated from

the University of Notre Dame with an

M.A. in theology and was eager to

change the world. She worked for a

large Midwestern parish for a few
years, but became frustrated with ri-

gidity among church staff: lack of

apen-mindedness to her new ideas and
an absence of innovative ideas.

She began losing her love for the

hurch; the energy and creativity that

she evidenced while in school
dwindled. So she packed up her talents

md skills, and decided to try her luck

at corporate America.

She bought a few nice suits and
aylorts, moved to a growing urban
area and worked an office job — an

3ntry-level marketing position — un-

til she grew restless there too. The
Daycheck was nice, and the health ben-

efits were incredible — not a small

matter today when good health care is

ncreasingly more difficult and costly

to come by. But she left work feeling a

bit empty.

"Am I really contributing any-
;hing to society?" she wondered. She
"eturned to the question so many
yroung adults ask over and over:

"What is my vocation?"

Renee LaReau, a young-adult
ivriter, chronicles the struggles of

many 20- and 30-somethings in her

book "Getting a Life: How to Find
Your True Vocation." Like Johnson,

LaReau and friends want to use their

full potential, to find jobs that give

glory to God. On top of that, it would
be nice to get paid.

For LaReau, me and tons of other

young adults, the word "vocation"

used to conjure up images of religious

life.

I can vividly recall the knot in my
stomach as I explained to Sister Marie
in fourth grade that I thought I was
"called." When Sister Marie explained

to our class that God calls a few special

children to serve him in religious life, I

was convinced my future involved

taking care of elderly nuns in a build-

ing that resembled a retirement home.

I wanted to serve God, but my
convent visits did little to attract me to

that life. The fact that I loved God
meant one thing: cutting my hair short

and tucking it behind a veil.

As I studied religion in college, my
understanding of "vocation" widened.

I was relieved to discover that I might
be able to shop at the Gap and still

serve God.

LaReau articulates a similar expe-

rience when she writes: "Something
happened to me gradually in my 20s

Our Turn

THERESE J.

BORCHARD
CNS Columnist

as I went through college and gradu-

ate school, developed friendships and

entered the working world. I began to

sense that this concept of 'vocation'

wasn't nearly as narrow as I'd

thought. I began to catch some
'glimpses of grace,' hints that God was
at work in the lives of my friends and

family, that each of us was being called

by God in our own way."

She quotes the spiritual writer Fa-

ther Henri. Nouwen, who wrote, "My
deepest vocation is to be a witness to

the glimpses of God I have been al-

lowed to catch."

Indeed, vocation takes many
forms in the lives of young adults to-

day.

We know that no job is perfect and

that no person, place, thing or career

ever will fill the void that is simply

part of being human. Only faith in a

loving God and a few other things —
like faithful friends, a caring family, a

sense of humor — can help to satiate

the thirst that keeps us searching,

learning and wondering.

And when we grow exhausted, as

we often do, it helps to know that we
have the company of each other.

Away of getting

teens to Mass

Uncle

Dan

DAN MORRIS
CNS Columnist

As we struggle daUy with pledges to

go without something for the 40 days of

Lent, we should take a serious look at the

Adam-and-Eve Principle of the

Universe: "Once you are told you may
not do something, you want to do it all

the more."

How come? Why would a

nonbreakfast eater like myself, for ex-

ample, develop an intense desire for

International House of Pancakes
after being told by a doctor not to eat

before 9 a.m.?

Why will a 4-year-oId circle the

cookie jar for hours after being told to

stay out of it? Yes, a 40-year-old wLU do

the same thing.

We Catholics should use Lent to

make this hands-off-the-apples thing

work for us, not against us. Especially if

Lent is a time to light a fire under our

faith lives.

So maybe we should make it harder

to go to church. Instead of using cattle

prods to encourage our children to go to

Mass, forbid it. Instead of paying your

teen's car insurance as a bribe to attend

confirmation classes, just tell the 16-

year-old he or she may not attend

church.

I can hear it now:

"My dear daughter, you may no

longer attend confirmation classes. And
we are thinking about making Mass off

limits too."

"What?" asks daughter.

"You heard me. No confirmation.

Probably no Mass."

"Is this a joke?"

"No joke. You just aren't mature

enough to be confirmed. Stay away from

St. All Saints for a while."

"But my friends are in that class."

"Tell someone who cares. Besides,

that doesn't make you mature."

"Who says I'm not mature enough?"

Do not answer. Roll eyes.

"So, like, how do you measure matu-

rity? I bet Msgr. O'Kneel thinks I'm

mature enough."

"He doesn't live with you."

"We gotta talk about this."

"No we don't."

"I'm going to call Msgr. O'Kneel.

And I can pay my own car insurance."

See? I think this will work. Of
course, it could be a little tricky trying to

persuade state and federal governments

to pass laws making it difficult to attend

church so that we will become fired up

about attending church. Maybe we
could tell our legislators there's no way
they could do it. That might do it.

I think I hear voices in the cookie jar.

I'd better go check.

/



16 The Catholic News & Herald

PARISH PROFILE
March 19, 2004

Sacred Heart Church is foundation

of Catholic faith in Rowan County

SACRED HEART CHURCH
1 28 North Fulton Street

Salisbury, N.C. 28144

(704) 633-0591

Pastor: Father John T. Putnam

Parochial Vicar: Father Julio Dominguez

Deacons: Rev. Mr. Patrick Vallandingham,

Rev. Dr. James Mazur

Pastoral Associate: Mercy Sister Mary

Robert Williams

Number of Households: 830

Father John I Putnam

Sacred Heart Church in Salisbury was

home to 830 Catholic families.

SALISBURY — Almost a century

before a Catliolic diocese was establisJied

in North Carolina, a small group of

Rowan County Catholics gathered in

Salisbury to celebrate their faith. That

early presence led to the foundation of

Sacred Heart Church, a parish rich in

history and spirit.

The Roueche family, immigrants

from Alsace, France, settled in Salisbury

in the late 1830s. With the handful of

Catholics living in the area attending,

the Roueches hosted what was perhaps

the first Mass celebrated in Salisbury.

Father Timothy Cronin of the Diocese of

Charleston, S C, celebrated, and periodi-

cally returned to the town until his death

in 1842.

Missionary priests visited Salisbury

from time to time to celebrate liturgies in

private homes during the next few de-

I ^^^^^Q^^r Mon. thru sat.

Hi^Hfl^^^ 10 am -6 pmL________

dedicated In November 1940 and is now

cades. The local congregation grew,

thanks in part to a number ofconverts to

the faith. Cardinal James Gibbons, arch-

bishop of Baltimore, Md., and vicar ap-

ostolic of North Carolina, occasionally

celebrated Mass during his visits to

Salisbury.

In 1881, Salisbury Catholics wel-

comed their first resident pastor. Father

Patrick Moore, whose task it was to

build a church in town. After a year of

securing a site, flindraising and building,

the completed church was dedicated by

Bishop Henry Northrup of Charleston

and named in honor of the Sacred Heart

in 1882.

Benedictine monks assumed respon-

sibility for Salisbury when Abbot Leo

Haid became vicar apostolic of North

Carolina in 1887. One of these monks,

Benedictine Father Joseph Mueller, buUt

19905 west Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28
(Johnsbury Square next to Goodwill)

the first rectory. The church was el-

evated to parish status in 1898, and the

community again had a resident pastor

to minister to its needs.

Sisters of Mercy from Belmont
opened a private convent-school in 1910

near Sacred Heart Church. Through ne-

gotiations between the sisters and
Bishop Eugene McGuinness of Raleigh,

the school became a parish institution in

the early 1940s.

As the congregation continued to

grow, work began in 1940 to begin con-

struction of a new church and rectory. In

November, Bishop McGuinness, Abbot

Vincent Taylor and monks from
Belmont Abbey presided over the dedi-

cation ceremony.

Salisbury was incorporated into the

Diocese of Raleigh in 1941, and Father

Cletus Helfrich was appointed the first

diocesan pastor to serve at Sacred Heart

Church. He remained there until his

death nearly 30 years later, overseeing

church improvements and the elimina-

tion of the parish debt along the way.

A new Salisbury parish, Our Lady

of Victories, was established in 1942 to

serve black Cathohcs in the area. That

community later merged with Sacred

Heart Church.

During World War II, Sacred Heart

Church served the pastoral and social

needs ofmany Catholics stationed in the

area. Saturday evening dances, Sunday

morning breakfasts and other opportu-

nities for fellowship were offered in the

new church facility.

A new, split-level school was built in

1965 to accommodate the growing
number of enrolled students.

Father Helfrich died in January

1971, the same year that Sacred Heart

clergy's pastoral duties were extended to

a newly buUt veterans' hospital in town.

The following year, the Diocese of

Charlotte was formed and Father Tho-
mas Clements was appointed pastor of

Sacred Heart Church. Remodeling ef-

forts during the 1970s and '80s included

updating the layout of the church to

conform to Vatican II standards, and
refiirbishing the basement and dedicat-

ing it to Father Helfrich's memory.
Father (now Msgr.) Anthony

Kovacic, a native of Yugoslavia, was apr^

pointed to Sacred Heart Church in 1979.

Through his guidance, a new diaconate

program was established in the diocese.

In June 1982, Father Richard Allen

was appointed to Sacred Heart Church.

During his administration, a new en-,

trance to the church was constructed and
a colonnade built to connect the rectory

and church.

By that year, the registered congre-,

gation was comprised of 435 families.

The parish celebrated its 100th anniver-i

sary that year, and Msgr. John Rouechej

a descendent of Richard Roueche, one of

the Catholic pioneers in Salisbury, deliv-

ered the homily at the jubilee Mass.

Msgr. Roueche was born, baptized,

made his first communion, confirmed

and ordained in Salisbury. He returned

to the church in September 1993 to

celebrate the 60th anniversary of his

ordination.

A house located on the same block as

the church was purchased for parish use

in 1985. Named Marian House, it has

been utilized as a preschool and for other

parish functions. More classroom space

has been added behind the house since

then.

In August 1988, Father (now
Bishop) Peter J. Jugis was appointed as

parochial vicar of Sacred Heart Church.

He served until the fall of 1989.

Father Clements also returned to

Sacred Heart Church in 1988. Follow-

ing a series of needs-targeting meetings)

the parish kitchen was expanded and the

parish hall reflirbished.

On Oct. ll, 1992, priests and 30C

parishioners of Sacred Heart Church

gathered to honor three women who
had given a total of 43 years to Sacrec

Heart Church. Arva Thomas retired af-

ter 10 years and Agnes Tompkins re-

tired after 20 years as secretaries, anc

Mercy Sister Mary John Madden, prin-

cipal, was honored for serving Sacrec

Heart School for 13 years during twc

assignments.

To welcome the growing number o

Hispanic residents in Rowan County

Sacred Heart Church began a flill-tim<

Hispanic ministry with a Spanish-Ian

guage Mass in October 1995.

In April 2002, Mercy Sister Mar
Robert Williams, pastoral associate sino

1983, was honored with a Good Samari

tan of the Year Award by the Civitai

Club of Salisbury for her work in th'

parish and community.

A number of ministries thrive at Sa

cred Heart Church, including Knights c

Columbus, Catholic Daughters, prisoi

ministry and youth ministry, and Eliza

beth Ministry is in its beginning stages

Father John Putnam, who becamii

pastor in July 2000 and is now also vica

forane of the Salisbury Vicariate and ju

dicial vicar for the Diocese of Charlotte

now ministers to 830 families.

"It's a very ethnically diverse parisl

and that brings together a nice blend (

the community," said Father Putnam. I

The congregation continues t
|

grow, and in 2003, the parish purchase I

a 40-acre tract of land with plans t

build a larger church and school in tfc

near fijture. i ^

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCatholic"^MM^Company
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.CatholicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

• Unique gifts

& cards

• Statues

• Bool<s, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
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Pope: Patients must get

nutrition, hydration as

long as possible

'VEGETATIVE STATE' DOESN'T

MAKE ONE LESS HUMAN,

SAYS POPE

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY —
Patients who are in a persis-

tent vegetative state, even for

years, must be given nutrition

and hydration as long as their

bodies can absorb the nourish-

ment, Pope John Paul II said.

"The administration of

water and food, even when de-

livered using artificial means,

always represents a natural

method of preserving life and

not a medical act," the pope

told an international group of

physicians and ethicists.

The pope met the group

March 20 at the end of a four-

day meeting on the ethical de-

cisions surrounding life-sus-

taining treatments for patients

in a persistent vegetative state.

The conference, sponsored

by the Pontifical Academy for

See LIFE, page 13

Growing faith

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Beth McDuffie places a silk flower symbolizing God's nurturing

love on the garden display during St. Matthew Church's Women's
Day The annual event brings women together for a day of reflection,

bonding and socializing.

A VISIT TO THE VATICAN

CNS FILE PHOTO

Pope John Paul II meets with a group of French bishops during their "ad limina" visit to the Vatican

Feb. 27. U.S. bishops will begin to make their visits to Pope John Paul II in late March. The encounters,

which occur every five years for heads of dioceses, combine prayer, pastoral planning and personal

conversations with the pontiff.

Not your ordinary CEO: U.S.

bishops begin meetings with pope

BISHOP PETER J. JUGIS

LOOKS FORWARD TO
VATICAN MEETINGS

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Bishop

Peter J. Jugis is returning to

the Vatican.

Bishop Jugis is among the

first U.S. bishops making their

"ad limina" visits to the

Vatican in late March, a series

of encounters that combine
prayer, pastoral planning and

personal conversation with

Pope John Paul II.

Bishop Jugis studied at the

North American College, the

U.S. seminary in Rome, and

was ordained in 1983 by Pope

John Paul II in St. Peter's Ba-

silica.

The bishop will be at the

Vatican March 27-April 2,

along with nearly two dozen

other bishops from the south-

eastern United States. The
Diocese of Charlotte is part of

See MEETING, page 7

Annie in Aslieville In Our Schools Perspectives

lau-iisiz .3N niH imu-i

Students perform major Holy Trinity, St. Matthew, The pope, the pill, 'The

production 1 f Immaculata Passion
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

MEMORIES OF MOLDOVA

CNS PHOTO COURTESY Jo ROGERS

Peace Corps volunteer Jo Rogers of Pacific City, Ore., is pictured with a family in

Briceni, Moldova, in 2003. She spent two years working in the poverty-stricken

former Soviet republic.

Oregon Catholic woman
spends two years in IVIoldova

witli Peace Corps
PACIFIC CITY, Ore. (CNS) — Jo

Rogers, 71, spent two of her golden

years working 5,000 miles from home
in a poverty-stricken former Soviet re-

public strewn with pesticides and still

polluted from the nuclear explosion at

nearby Chernobyl, Ukraine.

She'd do it again, too.

As a Peace Corps volunteer in

Moldova during 2001-2003, the mem-
ber of St. Joseph Mission in Cloverdale,

Ore., worked with elderly people who
get almost no social support in the

small nation.

Until recently, Moldova was a land

without even a soup kitchen.

Rogers, a great-grandmother and

veteran social worker, marshaled a net-

work of Moldovan visiting nurses and

linked them to older people in need. She

paved the way for seniors to attend

clinics and other service outlets. In the

midst of it all, she also made friends and

learned the value of a simple life.

A few years ago, Rogers met a

former Peace Corps worker who told

her that about 6 percent of the

organization's volunteers are age 50

and older.

She did some research and decided

to serve in Moldova, a country that is

about the size of Maryland, sand-

wiched between Romania and Ukraine.

Despite the language barrier.

Rogers was the only American living in

the small regional hub of Edinet, where

toilets are outdoors and schools and

other buildings have no heat.

Rogers' small two-room apartment

had a single electrical outlet. Her bed

was hard, and she had to collect water

from a nearby well.

She worked in clinics where patient

rooms were unheated and the stained

mattresses were filled with straw. Pa-

tients were required to bring their own
linens. One day, she watched a man in

his 50s die from a heart attack because

the clinic had no working defibrillator

and no oxygen.

In the north, a new Peace Corps-

initiated soup kitchen served one meal a

week, preventing the starvation deaths

common in previous years.

For the very poor, the Russian and

Romanian Orthodox churches operate

church schools. The nation of 4.5 mil-

lion has about 20,000 Catholics, but

only three Catholic parishes.

"I missed contact with the church,"

Rogers said.

She read Scripture and prayed the

Stations of the Cross in her apartment

since it was two hours by bus to the

nearest Catholic church.

Now at home, Rogers plans to visit

many of the friends she made in the

Peace Corps.

New yearbook of churches shows

membership, giving on rise

NEW YORK (CNS) — Christian

church membership and giving rose in

2002, but the proportion of giving for

benevolences fell to a new low, says the

new Yearbook ofAmerican and Canadian

Churclies.

Prepared for and edited by the Na-
tional Council of Churches, the 2004

edition of the yearbook lists U.S. and

Canadian church bodies with a brief

description of each.

Total U.S. Christian church mem-
bership for 2002 was nearly 161.2

million, about 2.2 million higher than

in 2001, the yearbook says. The larg-

est denomination was the Catholic

Church, with 66.4 million. The South-

ern Baptist Convention ranked second

with more than 16.2 million members.

Most major churches recorded

membership increases in 2002, but

losses were recorded by the United

Methodist Church, Evangelical

Lutheran Church in America, Presby-

Diocesan.
picinncr

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE — Immaculate

Conception Church, 208 7th Ave., will

present a Passion play March 30 and April

2 at 7 p.m. and April 4 at 8 p.m. Admis-

sion in free. For details, call the church

office at (828) 693-6901.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — The St. Matthew
Columbiettes will host a "Treasures from
your Trunk" sale April 3, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. in

the church parking lot, 8015 Ballantyne

Commons Pkwy. For more information,

contact Marjory Dury at (704) 846-6962

or Rita Brennan at (704) 849-7077.

CHARLOTTE— Mass will be celebrated in

Polish at St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., April 4 at

3:30 p.m. The sacrament of reconciliation

will be offered at 2 p.m. For more infor-

mation, contact Elizabeth Spytkowski at

(704) 948-1678.

CHARLOTTE — The Ancient Order of

Hibernians (AOH), Mecklenburg County

Division, the oldest and largest order of

Irish Catholic men in the United States

will conduct an open membership meet-

ing April 9 at 8 p.m. for those interested

in joining. The meeting will be held at

the Knights of Columbus Council 770

Hall, E. Kingston Ave. Contact Tim
Lawson at (704) 522-9728 or e-mail

ncaoh@aol.com for further infonnation.

terian Church (U.S.A.), Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod, African

Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and

United Church of Christ.

Among 59 U.S. denominations
that reported total giving nation-

wide in 2002, church contributions

per member grew to $658.63, about

$36 higher than the year before.

Those denominations had a com-
bined membership of nearly 47.8

million, who contributed a total of

nearly $31.5 billion.

The Catholic Church does not pro-

vide national figures on membership
giving, so it was not included in the

yearbook figures. However Joseph C.

Harris, a 'longtime researcher on
Catholic giving patterns, recently esti-

mated the nation's 66 million Catho-

lics gave their church about $9.15

billion — $8 billion to parishes and

$1.15 billion to dioceses and other

Catholic organizations.

CHARLOTTE — St. Thomas Aquinas]

Church, 1400 Suther Rd. will celebrate Di-

vine Mercy Sunday with a holy hour April 1
8

1

at 3 p.m., including Benediction of the
j

Blessed Sacrament and recitation of the Di-

vine Mercy Chaplet. For more information,

call Gail Abraham (704) 786-0709.

HUNTERSVILLE — The Newcomers
Women's Ministry of St. Mark Church in-

vites women who are new or still feel new to

the area to a 10-week course entitled, "After

the Boxes are Unpacked" based on the book by

Susan Miller. We will talk about the spiri-

tual, emotional and practical needs associ-

ated with moving. Classes begin April 21

in Room 200 of St. Mark Church, 14740

Stumptown Rd., 10:15 -11:45 a.m. followed

by lunch. Call Gerry Phillips at (704) 895-

2388 or Colleen Siadak at (704) 987-7920

for more information.

CHARLOTTE — The Cancer Support

Group for survivors, family and friends

meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7

p.m. at St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. For more in-

formation, call Marilyn Borrelli at (704)

542-2283.

CHARLOTTE — The St. Maximilian Kolbe

Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order

gathers the first Sunday of each month at 2

p.m. at Our Lady of Consolation Church,

2301 Statesville Ave. Those interested in

learning more about the SFO and the

Franciscan way of life are invited to attend.

For more information, call Skyler Harvey,

SFO, at (704) 545-9133.

CHARLOTTE — The Happy Timers of St.

THE- MARCH 26, 2004
VOLUME 13 • NUMBER 26

NEW^%ERALD

PUBLISHER: Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis

EDITOR: Kevin E, Murray

STAFF WRITER: Karen A. Evans

GRAPHIC DESIGNER: Tim Faragher

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE: Gindi Feerick

SECRETARY: Sherill Season

1123 South Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203

MAIL: RO. Box 37267, Charlotte, NC 28237

PHONE: (704) 370-3333 FAX: (704) 370-3382

E-mail: catholicnews§charlottediocese.org

The Catholic News & Herald, USPC 007-393, is published by

the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte, 1123 South Church

St., Charlotte, NC 28203, 44 times a year, weekly except for

Christmas week and Easter week and every two weeks during

June, July and August for $1 5 per year for enrollees in parishes

of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte and $23 per year

for all other subscribers. The Catholic News & Herald reserves

the right to reject or cancel advertising for any reason deemed

appropriate. We do not recommend or

guarantee any product, service or benefit

claimed by our advertisers. Second-class

postage paid at Charlotte NC and other cities.

POSTMASTER: Send address corrections to

The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box 37267,

Charlotte, NC 28237.



March 26, 2004 The Catholic News & Herald 3

FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican disapproves of

liiiiing of Hamas ieader
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Vatican spoke out against the killing of

Hamas founder and spiritual leader

Ahmed Yassin, assassinated March 22

by missiles from Israeli helicopters as

he left a mosque in Gaza City.

"The Holy See joins the interna-

tional community in expressing its dis-

approval of this act of violence, which is

not justifiable in any state of law," said

Joaquin Navarro-Valls, head of the

Holy See's press office

In a statement released March 22,

Navarro-Valls said, "The position and

feelings of the Holy See are clearly ex-

pressed in the words of the Holy Father

to the diplomatic corps on Jan. 12."

Navarro-Falls highlighted a por-

tion of Pope John Paul II's address ear-

lier this year to ambassadors accredited

Ann Church meet the first Wednesday of

each month with a luncheon and program at

1 p.m. in the parish activity center, 3635

Park Rd. All adults age 55 and older are

welcome. For more information, call

Charles Nesto at (704) 398-0879.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — All Irish-Catholic

women are invited to participate in the La-
dies Ancient Order ofHibernians, a social, cul-

tural and charitable group for an ongoing

series of fun and informative activities. The
next meeting will be April I at 7:30 p.m. at

St. Pius X Kloster Center, 2210 N. Elm St.

Please join us for refreshments and to learn

more about our group. RSVP to Elaine

McHale, president, at (336) 292-1118.

GREENSBORO — St. Pius X Church,

2210 N. Elm St., will host a Lenten reflec-

tion series, "The Purpose-Driven Life,"

Wednesday evenings, 6:30-8 p.m. through

April 7. This series is based on Rick
Warren's book, which is a journey to an-

swer life's most important question: "What
on earth am I here for?" To register, call the

parish office at (336) 272-4681.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY — A Charismatic Mass is cel-

ebrated the first Thursday of each month in

Sebastian Chapel of St. Aloysius Church,

921 Second St. NE, at 7 p.m. For further

information, contact Joan Moran (828)-

327-0487.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

CONCORD — Discover how beautiful

God's plan for marriage really is! Natural

Family Planning classes are being offered at

to the Holy See, in which he addressed

continued violence in the Holy Land.

"I will never tire of telling the lead-

ers of these two peoples: The choice of

violence, the recourse, on one side, to

terrorism, and on the other side to re-

prisals, the humiliation of the adver-

sary, hateful propaganda, all lead no-

where," said the pope.

"Only respect for the legitimate as-

pirations of both parties, a return to the

negotiating table and the concrete com-
mitment of the international commu-
nity alone can be the first step toward a

solution," he said.

Navarro-Valls said the pope had

underlined in his speech that "true and

lasting peace cannot come out of a

simple show of force; 'it is the result of

moral and juridical action."'

St. James Church, 251 Union St., begin-

ning April 1 3 at 6:30 p.m. Learn a natu-

ral method that is just as effective as the

Pill and is in accord with Catholic teach-

ing. Contact Susan Chaney at (704) 720-

0772 for more information or email

questions to sujo94@aol.com.

SALISBURY — Sacred Heart Church,

128 N. Fulton St., celebrates a Charis-

matic and Healing Mass the first Sunday of

each month at 4 p.m. Prayer and worship

with prayer teams will be available at 3

p.m., and a potluck dinner will follow the

Mass. Father John Putnam, pastor, will

be the celebrant. For further informa-

tion, call Bill Owens at (704) 639-9837.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE— St. John the Evan-

gelist Church, 234 Church St., offers Ado-

ration ofthe Blessed Sacrament the first Fri-

day of every month following the 9 a.m.

Mass until 4:15 p.m. For information,

call the church office at (828) 456-6707

or Christine Ryan at (828) 926-1831.

SYLVA— St. Mary Church offers Adora-

tion ofthe Blessed Sacrament the first Satur-

day of every month following the 9 a.m.

Mass until 3 p.m. For information, call

(828) 586-9496.

Is your parish or school having an

event? Please submit notices for

the Diocesan Planner at least 15

days prior to the event date in writ-

ing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

Aprils— 11 a.m.

Chrism Mass

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Aprils— 7:30 p.m.

Mass of the Lord's Supper

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

April 9— 7:30 p.m.

Celebration of the Lord's Passion

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

April 10— 8:30 p.m.

Easter Vigil

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

April 11 —11 a.m.

Easter Sunday

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Pope tells seminarians no
conflict in serving diocese,

wider church
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II reminded seminarians in

the Neocatechumenal Way movement
that there was no contradiction between

serving the needs of their dioceses and

fulfilling the church's universal mission

of salvation.

In an address March 18 to some
120 members of Redemptoris Mater
Seminary in Rome, the pope praised its

success in forming "a great number of

zealous priests."

But, he said, 'Tou must avoid the

false choice between pastoral service in

the diocese to which you belong and the

universal mission" to proclaim the Gos-

pel "for which you are especially pre-

pared through your experience with the

Neocatechumenal Way."

Redemptoris Mater seminaries

are run by the Neocatechumenal
Way, an international movement in

the church grounded in parish-based

communities that provide religious

instruction and fellowship.

The pope expressed his gratitude to

the founders of the movement, Kiko

Arguello and Carmen Hernandez, "who
did so much to promote, within the

Way, vocations to the priesthood and

consecrated life." More than 30
Neocatechumenal Way seminaries have

been set up around the world since the

movement's founding in Spain in 1964.

The pope told the seminarians that

upon their ordination, their bishop, not

the movement, would be entrusted with

deciding their "actual destination."

He said the bishop "has in his heart

both the needs of the diocese and the

needs of the universal mission. By en-

trusting yourselves to obey his decisions

cordially and faithfully, you will find

interior peace and serenity."

He added that whether they are

called to serve the local diocese or be sent

elsewhere to spread the Gospel "either

way you will be able to express your

missionary charism given that, even

here in Rome, there is an ever-growing

need for evangelization."

Top o' the morning, Bishop

Courtesy Photo

Bishop Peter J. Jugis visits with students at St. Patrick School in Charlotte after

saying Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral on St. Patrick's Day, March 17.

DIDYOUKNOW?
THE CROSS- OFFICIAL SYMBOL OF CHRISTIANITY
The cross was a well-knov^^n symbol before the time of Christ. It was used as a

special mark on clothes and buildings. However, when Christ was crucified, the

cross became a symbol of suffering. With the resurrection of Christ, the Christians

came to see the cross as Jesus' victory over death. At the Council of Nicaea in 325

A.D., Emperor Constantine issued a decree that the cross would be the official

symbol of Christianity.
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NORTH WILKESBORO — A
group from the Diocese of Charlotte

recently took another step in their

path towards ministry formation.

Eight people held their last

LIMEX class together at St. John

Baptist de la Salle Church March 18.

The group turned in their papers for

the final course, and was then high-

lighted at a Mass celebrated by Fa-

ther John Hanic, pastor.

The LIMEX (Lx)yola Institute for

Ministry Extension) program offers

master's degrees and non-credit, con-

tinuing education certificates in religious

education and pastoral studies from

Loyola University of New Orleans.

The group from North
Wilkesboro will be able to attend

graduation ceremonies at Loyola
University in May.

"They've worked hard and grown
a lot in their faith as a result of their

participation in the program," said

Frank Villaronga, director of the di-

ocesan office of Evangelization and

Ministry Formation and the liaison

between Loyola University and the

Diocese of Charlotte.

The diocese began sponsoring the

opportunity for higher education in

1998. Prior to that, the Oratory in

Rock Hill, S.C., was the sponsoring

agency for students in the diocese.

Founded in 1983, the 36-hour
program offers a total of 12. classes for

the non-traditional student, a person

who works a full-time job or has a

family and cannot attend classes on a

college campus. Since the diocese does

not offer a master's level program in

those areas, people who wish to con-

tinue their educations can take ad-

vantage of LIMEX.
Participants can acquire a

master's degree or a certification in

continuing education, said

Villaronga.

The students gather with a

Loyola-trained facilitator and discuss

what they have read for the class and

have videos and audiotapes as

supplements to their own study. Each

class can require from one to four

papers with up to 20 hours of prepa-

ration per week.

The 10 core courses consist of

subjects such as practical theology.

Serving the Carolinas
for more than 23 years!

Special Cards, Religious Articles,

Unique Gifts

ii ==n— CAKpUNA CATHOLIC ~
g BOOKSHOPPE m

704.342-2878
Fax (704)334-3313
44 1 0-F Monroe Road,
Charlotte, 28205

We welcome mail orders
and special orders!

Mon-Fri 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM
SAT 9:30 AM - 3:00 PM

www.carounacatholicbooks.com

pastoral leadership and organization,

church, sacraments and ethics and

other classes. The two focus classes

include youth ministry, Hispanic
ministry, religious education and
other areas of concentration.

"The students meet in groups, so

they are able to be challenged and
challenge others as they focus on"

practical theology," said Villaronga.

"They integrate the material into

their lives and into the complex world

around them."

Villaronga said LIMEX groups
can be formed anywhere there is in-

terest. Currently, additional groups

are being formed in Charlotte,

Greensboro and the Smoky Moun-
tain area.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For further information about the LIMEX

program, contact Frank Villaronga at (704)

370-3274.

HOLYWEEK SCHEDULE
Holy Tuesday, April 6, 1 lam

Chrism Mass: Blessing of the Holy Oils

Bishop Peter J. Jugis, celebrant

Holy Thursday, April 8, 7:30 pm
Mass of the Lord's Supper

Bishop PeterJ. Jugis, celebrant

Good Friday, April 9, 3pm

Stations of the Cross

Good Friday, April 9, 7:30 pm
Sacred Liturgy and Veneration of the Cross

Bishop Peter J. Jugis, celebrant

Holy Saturday, i^jril 10, 8:30 pm
Easter Vigil Mass

Bishop Peter J. Jugis, celebrant

Easter Sunday Masses

8 am, 9:30 am

11 am, Bishop PeterJ. Jugis, celebrant

12:30 pm

1621 Diluwtli Ho<i<] Hiisi

CImrlone, SC 28203 (704) 334-2283

Visit ourWeh site at www.stpalricks.orfi

On theirway

Courtesy Photo

From left: LIMEX facilitators Clarence Fox and Peg Ruble stand with students Mary

Sorel; Ann Miller; Carolyn Richards; Amy Blakley; Linda Cowart; Debbie Kovacich;

(non-student) Father John Hanic, pastor of St. John Baptist de la Salle Church; Jay

Mazaleski; and Chuck Lucas.

Eight to graduate from ministry extension

program in May

The king of strings

Courtesy Photo

Keiran Campbell, a sixth-grader at Our Lady of Grace School In Greensboro, recently

won first place In the elementary/middle school division of the 5th Annual Cello

Competition at the Music Academy of North Carolina March 1 3. Cellists from Virginia,

Massachusetts and Maryland competed.

Ci. \J ,
' 1 Tine Very Rev. Panl (;ary

jt.iatncK

d LI 1CU-i dl ParofhinI Vnnr

Rc\. Mr. Nic holas Fadero

Dmivii _

,oMonatc) Rev. Mr. Carlos Medina

Deacon
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Photo by Carole McGrotty

Daddy Warbucks (Alex Swendsen), Annie (Taylor Ruff), President Roosevelt (Daniel

Bradley) and orphans perform during "Annie Jr." at Asheville Catholic School March 18.

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd», Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

Drivers wanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing Could Be Finer Members ofSt. Gabriel

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!

$
Back by popular demand!$ TREASURES FROM YOUR TRUNK

_M Come sell anything and everything from the trunk or bacl( of

your car, van or SUV. Cost for your space is just $20 and

YOU KEEP ALL the proceeds of your sales.

Info or to reserve space: 704-846-6962 or 704-849-7077

Saturday, April 3 8 am - 2 pm
St. Matthew Church — 8015 Ballantyne Commons Parkway, Charlotte

SMITH & SMITH, PA
Timothy M. Smith, Attorney Jacquelyn A. Smith, Attorney

Members of St. Mark 's Church

EXPERIENCED -

CRIMINAL LAW
AGGRESSIVE - CARING
PERSONAL INJURYNO FEE UNTIL WE

WIN ON PI CASES

FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION
convenient free parking

10% off attorney fee—10% of net fee donated to Catholic Social Services Food Pantry

704-331-3092 www.sniithandsmithpa.com 900 Baxter St., suite 109, Charlotte

Traffic Tickets (Meek, only)

DWI

Expunctions

Felonies & Misdemeanors

Auto Accident

Workers' compensation
wrongful Death

Whiplash - Back, Neck, Head injuries

Annie' in Asheville
Students perform schoors first major production

BY CAROLE McGROTTY
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — "It's the Hard-
Knock Life" at Asheville Catholic

School.

The first major production of the

school's drama department, "Annie

Jr.," played to a receptive and enthusi-

astic crowd opening night, March 18.

Based on "Annie," the popular
Broadway musical, "Annie Jr." was di-

rected by religion teacher Lisa

Kennedy and in-

volved more than 80

students — one third

of the student body
— either on stage or

behind the scenes.

The school's "junior"

version, performed
four times to more
than 1,000 people
March 18-21, fea-

tured shorter scenes

and songs suitable

for children in kin-

dergarten through
eighth grade.

"It was amazing," said Kennedy.

"It was the school's first major drama
production and the students showed
all of Asheville what talented children

we have."

"The students produced the entire

play, said Kennedy, from designing

costumes to advertising. "They even

baked the goodies sold at the conces-

sion stand," she said. "They made the

play from A to Z."

When Kennedy came to Asheville

Catholic School this year, she noted

the school did not have a theater arts

program, in which she has experience.

She suggested an after-school pro-

gram, which she said "snowballed" to

dozens of students.

"It was the school's

first major drama

production and the

students showed all of

Asheville what talented

children we have."

- Lisa Kennedy

"Everyone — faculty, staff and
parents — has been very supportive

and encouraging," said Kennedy.

Before the March 18 show began,

six "orphans" wowed the audience

with their Irish step-dancing routine.

The musical opened with the orphans,

comprised of kindergarten through
eighth-grade students, singing, "It's

the Hard-Knock Life."

To get the various age groups to

sing in unison and tune, Kennedy said

they first practiced in

small groups before

coming together in

the last three weeks.

Annie, played by

third-grader Taylor
Ruff, and Sandy,
played by first-

grader Emma
Lenderman on open-

ing night, had no
trouble hitting the

high notes of their

duet, "Tomorrow."

Other cast mem-
bers included eighth-

grader Alex Swendsen as Daddy
Warbucks and sixth-grader Daniel

Bradley as President Franklin
Roosevelt.

All four performances of "Annie
Jr." were sold out before opening night.

After the show, awards were presented

to students who sold the most tickets

and advertising, with recognition for

the parents who assisted with the pro-

duction.

Kennedy said there are plans to

bring "The Sound ofMusic" to the school

in February or March of next year.

"Our goal is to have 100 or more
students in that show," she said.

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed

to this story.

advertisement HOLLAND AMERICA LINE SPECIAL advertisement

Indiana Priest to Host Catholic Group on This

Panama Canal
17-Day Repositioning Cruise

Join your Spiritual Director, Father Charles Kline (Pastor of St, Francis Xavier, in Attica, Indiana) on this

18-day vacation departing October 13, 2004. Your group will fly to Los Angeles for one night. On

October 14, Your Man Tours will take you on a city tour of L.A., Hollywood and Beverly Hills plus a

scenic drive to San Diego where you'll board your deluxe five-star ship, the luxurious ms Veendam.

Mass will be celebrated daily on board ship for those in the group wishing to participate. You II

first sail along the sun drenched Mexican Riviera. Ports include Cabo San Lucas, Acapuico, Santa Cruz

plus a stop in Puntarenas, Costa Rica. Next is the highlight, the day-time Panama Canal crossing where

you'll be raised and lowered by giant locks. You'll slowly float through the lush jungle and cross the

rugged continental divide via 45 miles of canals and the largest manmade lake in the world, Gatun Lake.

Additional ports include Cartagena, Colombia; Grand Cayman Island: and Cozumel, Mexico. On

October 30*' you'll arnve in Tampa, Prices start at only $3038 for inside cabins, $3363 for outside

cabins, and S4138 for outside balcony suites. Prices are per person, based on double occupancy and

include taxes, port charges and round trip airfare from Charlotte. Cabins at these prices will sell out fast.

$50 deposits are now due.- Family and friends welcome.

For information, reservations, brochure, and Father's letter call 7 days a week:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS Providino carefree vacations since 1967! 1-800-968-7626
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Making strides
Holy Trinity students succeed with shoe drive

IN OUR SCHOOLS
March 26, 2004

CHARLOTTE — Catholic

middle school students are making a

difference— feet first.

The sixth-, seventh- and eighth-

graders at Holy Trinity Catholic

Middle School worked diligently to

make the recent Samaritan's Feet

shoe drive a success.

The eight Mecklenburg Area
Catholic Schools (MACS) kicked off

their "Shoe of Hope" collection drives

Feb. 2. Samaritan's Feet sponsored

the drives in the Catholic schools in

celebration of Black History Month in

February.

Samaritan's.Feet barrels were set

up in the MACS schools to receive

donated shoes through Feb. 25.

Within the few short weeks of the

drive's duration, shoes piled high in

the thousands at Holy Trinity.

"The shoes just kept coming in,"

said Richard Roach, director of school

campus ministry. "I've been teaching

for over 24 years and have never seen

this kind of response from students."

Local retailers joined the foot

frenzy and anonymously kicked in up
to 50 or 60 pairs a piece.

Roach credited the students' mo-
tivation to a message from
Emmanuel Ohonme, founder and
president of Samaritan's Feet, a

Charlotte-based humanitarian and
interfaith evangelical organization

dedicated to providing shoes for the

feet of impoverished families in the

United States and the world.

Ohonme, a Nigerian native, con-

ceived of the idea for Samaritan's Feet

more than four years ago. His life was

changed when, at the age of nine, he

received his first pair of shoes from a

"Good Samaritan" from Wisconsin
who visited Ohonme's hometown of

Lagos. Ohonme went on to partici-

pate in sports and eventually earned

a full sports scholarship to attend the

University of North Dakota.

Shoes collected from Samaritan's

Feet drives have been sent to needy

families in various parts of the world,

often where shoes are a luxury. When
the shoes reach the families, the mis-

sionaries wash the feet of the recipi-

ents, just as Christ did with his dis-

ciples, and they pray with them.

To hear the difference a single

pair of shoes made in Ohonme's life

was all the Holy Trinity students

needed to get their feet moving, ac-

cording to MaryAnn Jerrum, a mem-
ber of the school's communications
committee.

By March 22, the first truckload

of shoes had been shipped out, and

another truck was scheduled to pick

up the overflow. The shoes would be

sent to children in Africa and around

the world.

"I can't believe he became a col-

lege basketball player all because of a

pair of shoes," said one student.

As a result of the shoe drive, the

Holy Trinity students were reminded
of their ability to change a life and the

additional gift of a renewed apprecia-

tion for the basics, starting feet first.

In April, the Diocese of Charlotte

will support the Samaritan's Mile run

to begin at Memorial Stadium in

Charlotte, April 10.

Court champions

Courtesy Photo

St. Matthew School's fifth-grade basketball team, coached by Tripp Roakes and

Sean Kilmartin, went 13-0 and won the regular season and league tournament.

Players pictured are Nick Frost, Patrick Gorman, Austin White, Michael Sardo, Alex

Jensen, Alex Kilmartin, Jacob Favory, Blake Selland and Brendan Guthrie.

Immaculata School sweeps

chess championship

Courtesy Photo

Raleigh Mayor Charles Meeker celebrates with Immaculata School's K-3 chess team,

who took first place in the North Carolina State Championship in Raleigh March 6-

7. Pictured (from left): Josh Horwitz; Tayler Jones; Clare Little; Charles Meeker,

mayor of Raleigh; Adena Allen, Reid Motter, Devin Duque, and Landan Rimbault.

HENDERSONVILLE —
Immaculata School's K-3 chess team
won first place in their category of the

North Carolina State Chess Champion-

ship at North Carolina State University

in Raleigh March 6-7.

This is the third time in four years

the school's K-3 team has won the state

championship.

The K-5 team placed third and the

K-8 team placed fourth. More than 28

schools competed in the state champion-

ship.

Immaculata School, which has 40

students participating in its chess club,

sponsors several tournaments through-

out the year, including one for girls

called "Girls Just Want to Play Chess"

on April 17. The school also has a sum-
mer chess camp for K-6 students.

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We have been very pleased with the readers' response to our ad in

The Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number

ofpublications and none has produced the interest and response we've received

from Tlie Catholic News & Herald.
"

— Jill B.Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angels

(^jJlQj^j^ CALL TODAY for low rates to tell over 1 25, 000 readers

NEwfGERALD Gvery week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
ofApril:

Rev. Joseph J. Lash

Rev. Msgr. Charles Gable

1999

1977

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
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Bishop meets pope
MEETING, from pagel

Region 14, which includes North Caro-

lina, South Carolina, Georgia and

Florida.

Conducted by regional groupings

over the next 10 months, the "ad limina"

visits will represent the most extensive

review ofchurch life in the United States

since the sex abuse crisis erupted into a

national scandal two years ago.

But while the pope is expected to

speak about priestly sex abuse, the

agenda for the "ad limina" visits is much
broader than that. Diocese by diocese,

the meetings wUl take the pulse of sacra-

mental life, vocational trends, liturgical

developments, religious education and a

host ofother areas.

Bishop Jugis, like other bishops, will

get about 15 minutes alone with the pope

to discuss the situation in his diocese.

"I am looking forward to meeting

with the Holy Father in person and

telling him about the vitality of our par-

ishes and the spirit of generosity the

people in the diocese show in welcoming

newcomers," said the bishop.

Bishop Jugis also plans to discuss

how the Diocese of Charlotte has re-

sponded to priestly sex abuse issues.

"I wUl share with him all our diocese

has done before and since the compli-

ancy audit to create safe environments in

our churches for our young people, and

the number of clergy, employees and

volunteers who have been trained to

recognize signs of sexual abuse," said

Bishop Jugis.

"Also, I'll tell him that I have been

praying daily for victims of sexual abuse

and that I have been asking the people of

the diocese to pray for them," he said, "I

will also tell him how the diocese has

been offering assistance to victims who
have come forward through the victims'

assistance coordinators."

The "ad limina" visits are made ev-

ery five years, and their name comes

from the Latin phrase "ad limina

apostolorum" (to the thresholds of the

apostles), a reference to the pilgrimage to

the tombs of Sts. Peter and Paul that the

bishops are required to make.

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin

made his first "ad limina" visit as ordi-

nary of the Diocese of Charlotte in

March 1998.

"I told the Holy Father of the won-

derfijl generosity ofour people, and that I

bring with me their prayers and love for

him," said Bishop Curlin afler his visit.

Bishop Curlin's visit with the pope,

which also lasted about 15 minutes, in-

cluded dialogue about the increase of

Catholics and development of

multicultural ministries in western North

Carolina; Catholic schools, youth minis-

try and faith formation programs; and

vocations in the diocese.

From the outside, "ad limina" visits

may look a lot like branch managers

being called to the head office. The bish-

ops say that's not the mood on the inside.

"We're actually looking at it as a

spiritual pilgrimage," said Australian

Bishop Michael Putney of TownsviUe,

who was in Rome for his "ad limina"

visit in mid-March.

"The first thing is visiting the tombs

of the apostles, and the second is spend-

ing time with the pope. Those are the

priorities, although visiting the Vatican

congregations is an important exercise

in communion," said the archbishop.

Because of his frailty, Pope John

Paul's participation in the visits has less-

ened in recent years. Unlike previous

visits, this time U.S. bishops cannot

count on concelebrating Mass with the

83-year-old pontiff or having lunch with

him in his private apartment.

The pope still greets the bishops

as a group and either delivers a talk

or hands them the text. He still takes

the time to meet with each bishop

individually, although these encoun-

ters often last less than the standard

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to pKn-ide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
'704 549 4010

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@VisitingAngels.com

Courtesy Photo by Bishop Peter J. Jugis

Pope John Paul II embraces Bishop Peter J. Jugis at his priestly ordination at St.

Peter's Basilica June 12, 1983. Bishop Jugis will return to the Vatican to meet with

the pope for his "ad limina" visit in late March.

15 minutes of previous years.

Especially for bishops on their first

"ad limina" visit, the papal audience is an

important moment. Typically, the pope

listens more than he talks, but inter-

sperses enough detailed questions to

amaze some of his guests.

Media attention on these visits fre-

quently focuses on problem areas, and

the pope is sometimes depicted as a

tough CEO who dishes out criticism. In

fact, the pope takes care to highlight the

positive as well as the negative, and
generally he's very encouraging to the

bishops.

Bishop Jugis said he had no concerns

or worries about meeting with the pope.

"I feel very confident that we are

serving the people ofGod considering the

growth we have," said the bishop. 'Many
of our parishes are growing and expand-

ing, and many are undertaking pastoral

planning or completing capital cam-

paigns for building projects," he said.

Vatican sources said the pope's

speeches to U.S. bishops are likely to

cover a wide range of issues, including:

— Pastoral challenges in the wake

of the clergy sex abuse crisis.

— The bishop's role as teacher and a

figure of doctrinal unity.

— Formation and selection of

priesthood candidates.

— Evangelizing in a pluralistic so-

ciety.

— Pro-life issues like abortion, eu-

thanasia and genetic experimentation.

— The importance of the Eucharist

and proper liturgical celebration.

— The ongoing tensions between

the clerical and lay roles, along with the

decline in priestly vocations.

— Marriage and family life and

pastoral outreach to young people.

The sources said the pope's words

undoubtedly will strike some political

nerves during an election year. Abortion,

homosexual unions, the death penalty,

economic justice and the U.S. role in the

world are all likely campaign issues that

wQl find an echo in some papal speeches.

But the pope will try to make sure

his words cannot be seen as meddling in

partisan politics.

"He will state the principles and let

others draw the conclusions," said one

Vatican official.

Preparation for the "ad limina" visits

begins long before the bishops arrive in

Rome. Based on a 25-page fist of ques-

tions from the Vatican's Congregation for

Bishops, each local bishop prepares a five-

year report detailing diocesan life under

headings including family, education,

doctrine and morals, clergy and religious.

The report goes to the Vatican,

where a summary is prepared for the

pope. In theory, the reports are due six

months before the visits begin, but in

practice they arrive much closer to the

"ad limina" dates, according to several

bishops. The Vatican also encourages a

separate common report from each

group of bishops, presenting issues that

need to be taken up with Vatican offices

during their visit.

When the bishops arrive in Rome,

they typically go as a group to the major

congregations — the Vatican depart-

ments dealing with bishops, doctrine,

education and seminaries, and liturgy

and sacraments. The bishops like to

have quality time with the cardinal-pre-

fect ofthe congregations, but that doesn't

always happen.

"Since this is my first 'ad limina"

visit, I will go to all ofmy meetings as a

learner who is open to any questions the

congregations may have about the Dio-

cese of Charlotte," said Bishop Jugis.

On the third or fourth day of the

visit, bishops usually split into sub-

groups or call individually on other

Vatican departments, depending on per-

sonal interest or pending diocesan issues.

They gather in the evening to share the

results of their conversations.

All bishops say a spiritual highlight

is concelebrating Mass in St. Peter's Ba-

silica, near the tomb of the first pope.

They celebrate a similar liturgy in

Rome's Basilica of St. Paul Outside the

Walls.

Both moments remind the bishops

of how, in the earliest days of the church,

St. Paul journeyed to Jerusalem and

spent two weeks consulting with St. Pe-

ter about their respective ministries. In

those days, the traveling was harder, the

agenda was simpler, and St. Paul wasn't

carrying a five-year report in his suit-

case.

John Thavis of Catholic News Service

contributed to this story.
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Planting seeds in the garden ofGod
Women explore God's motherly love

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF 'OC'RITER

CHARLOTTE — Each spring for

the past five years, women have gath-

ered at St. Matthew Church to celebrate

Mary's Annunciation, when she con-

sented to be the mother of Jesus Christ.

They socialize, pray and reflect on this

pivotal event in the life of Mary.

This year's Women's Day brought

together more than 130 women to pon-

der the theme "How does YOUR garden

grow?" March 20. The day's discussions

revolved around God's parental love

and how to cultivate a relationship with

God.

"What keeps you from planting

your seed in God's garden and allowing

him to nurture you with his love?" was
brought up by guest speaker Susan

Brady, fonner southern regional director

of faith formation for the Diocese of

Charlotte.

Brady described God as loving and

nurturing, like a parent who never aban-

dons or stops loving her child. Through-

out the day, she vividly related the many
ways God reaches out to people and how
they can respond to his love.

God did not remain in the Garden

of Eden, but rather went with Adam and

Eve after their expulsion, she said.

"God says to us, 'Here I am, where
are you?'" Brady explained to her audi-

ence. "Our God is a God of second,

third, fourth chances."

Brady described four types of soil

in which a gardener plants seeds. First

is the open ground, where the birds can

come and eat the seed before it has a

chance to take root.

The second type of soil is in thorns

that choke the seed. Third is amongst
the rocks, which prevent light and wa-

ter from reaching the seed.

The fourth, ideal, soil is rich and

fertile, which provides the seed with the

nourishment it needs to thrive. Brady

compared Mary and her obedience to

God's will to the rich soil.

"Will you allow the shadow of the

Lord to overpower you and give birth

to the power of Christ?" Brady asked.

She said there are signs God knows
his word "has taken root in you. You
produce serenity, peace and under-

standing. In turn, a person with these

qualities is difficult to battle or upset."

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Two participants at the St. Matthew Women's Day place flowers on the garden display.

At the bottom of the display felt "stones" can be seen, which were removed from

the garden and used to built the wall enclosing the garden.

She also stressed the importance of

gratitude, which "shows you're paying

attention," as a way to improve one's

relationship with God.
"Gratitude will produce in you hu-

mility," she said. "It's very difficult to

give someone a gift who won't receive

it."

"Constant thanksgiving will allow

you to build a wonderful rapport with

God," she said. "That rapport in turn

breeds joy."

"So much of life is acceptance, espe-

cially your relationship with God and

the human condition," Brady said.

Brady urged the women to contem-

plate what "stones need to be removed
from your garden."

These "stones" symbolize what is

lacking in a person, what is a barrier to

loving God and allowing her to return

to the security of the Garden of Eden.

Such barriers are frustration and fear.

Brady illustrated how stones can

also have positive connotations. In an-

cient times, women sat on stones while

giving birth. Therefore rocks were not

associated with foundations, but with

bringing forth life.

According to Brady, in his Gospel

John wrote that at the end of our lives.

God will give each of us a stone and on
it will be written a new name, symbol-

izing who we really are.

"We were aiming for an uplifting

day, one that is inspiring for women,"
said Beth McDuffie, a member of the

Women's Day steering committee. "We
want the women to leave feeling better

about themselves."

"God is our master gardener," said

Emily Bowling one of the participants.

"We are plants in his garden, each with

our own strengths and weaknesses.

God provides all that we need to grow in

his love."

ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD
MARCH 25

Mary has an important role to play in God's

plan. From all eternity God destined her to

be the mother of Jesus and closely related

to him in the creation and redemption of

the world. As Mary is God's instrument in

the incarnation, she has a role to play with

Jesus in creation and redemption. Mary

becomes the eminent figure she is only by

God's grace. She is the empty space
where God could act.

Together with Jesus, Mary is the link be-

tween heaven and earth. She is the human
being who best, after Jesus, exemplifies

the possibilities of human existence. She
received into her lowliness the infinite love

of God. She shows how an ordinary hu-

man being can reflect God in the ordinary

circumstances of life. She exemplifies

what the Church and every member of the

Church is meant to become. She is the

ultimate product of the creative and re-

demptive power of God. She manifests

what the incarnation is meant to accom-

plish for all of us.

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGlvers^^ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship

• Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping

• IVIeal preparation • IVIedication reminders
SENIOR CARE*

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

704-344-0801 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated

^Home
instead

Marys Garden
Catholic Books and Gifts

Books and special gifts

for ALL occasions!!

704-823-7244
866-823-7244

Tues - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm
3816 South New Hope Rd - Gastonia

(New Hope Small Business Center - Unit #27)

5 miles south of 1-85 - Exit 20

C
cc

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Spring Fever?

We've got just what
the doctor ordered...

1 551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

Come take a breath of fresh air on

our front porch. With fifty comfortable

hotel style lodging rooms, six meeting

and break-out areas, delicious meals

and snacks, miles of beauty on woodland

pathways and reflective areas, you'll be

feeling like spring through and through.

Call to plan your special event and

renew your spirit!

^^The Catholic~ zz Conference
VJi Center

Chec/c o\A our website

www.cathoiicconference.org

info@catholicconference.org

--^I'lrtViJU^IlK
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Comejoin usfor the

Heritage Pilgrimage to

Washington, DC and Baltimore, MD
April 30 - May 2

sponsored by the

African American Affairs Ministry

ofthe Diocese ofCharlotte

Highlighting visits to:

National Shrine ofthe Immaculate Conception

Great Blacks in Wax Museum

St. Francis Xavier Church

Oblate Sisters ofProvidence motherhouse

Inner Harbor ofBaltimore - shoppings diningy touring

ITINERARY:

Friday, April 30

3 pm - leave Charlotte via deluxe motor coach

5 pm - leave Winston-Salem via deluxe motor coach overnight in Baltimore

Saturday, May 1

Morning: National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, largest Catholic

Church in US and 6th largest in the world - 60 chapels and oratories

representing- the multi-ethnic community comprising the universal church

Afternoon: Great Blacks in Wax Museum, Baltimore - over 100 wax figures and

scenes. Established 1983.

Evening: Inner Harbor, Baltimore - dining, shopping, touring.

Sunday, May 2

Morning: Mass at St. Francis Xavier Church, Baltimore, oldest black parish in

US, established 1793

Afternoon: Oblate Sisters of Providence Motherhouse and novitiate, oldest order

of Black nuns in US

Returning to Winston-Salem and Charlotte late Sunday night.

COST AND REGISTRATION:

All costs include: transportation, motel, tours and meals specified below:*

Single room: S250 per person

Double room: $160 per person

Triple room: $135 per person

Quad room: $110 per person

Meals include continental breakfasts, box meal Friday and dinner Sunday.

To register, send:

1. name, address and phone number of each registrant

2. number of motel rooms and every person's name for each room

3. type of motel rooms (single, double, etc.)

4. TOTAL COST for ALL registrants

Deadlinefor registration with TOTAL PAYMENT: WED., APRIL 21.

Send to: Deacon Curtiss P. Todd

Diocese of Charlotte

1123 S. Church St.

Charlotte. NC 28203

(704) 370-3339
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

New book examines issues

raised in 'The Da Vinci Code'

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — "The Da
Vinci Code," a best-selling book by

Dan Brown, stirred up controversy

with its assertions that the Gospels

didn't tell the true story of Jesus and

claims Jesus married Mary
Magdalene and appointed her to lead

a feminist spiritual movement.

"De-Coding Da Vinci: The Facts

Behind the Fiction of 'The Da Vinci

Code,'" a new book published by Our
Sunday Visitor, examines these claims

and countless others in the best seller

and points out what it describes as

factual and historical inaccuracies.

The best seller, published last

year, begins with the premise that

Leonardo da Vinci used his art to

communicate secret knowledge about

the Holy Grail. It then claims early

Christians did not see Jesus as divine

and also criticizes the church for

keeping secret thousands of texts that

detail Christ's humanity.

"De-Coding Da Vinci," which will

be in bookstores in April, was written

by Amy Welborn, a columnist for Our
Sunday Visitor and formerly for

Catholic News Service. It asserts that

Brown's novel contains a mixture of

"a number of different strands of

speculation, esoteric lore, and pseudo-

history published in other books."

Welborn said there is simply no
evidence to support the premise that

Jesus wanted to begin a movement
focusing on awareness of the "sacred

feminine" which was eventually sup-

pressed by Emperor Constantine.

She holds up many of Brown's
claims to credible scholarly sources

with the hope that readers will be

able to distinguish fact from fiction.

In her introduction, Welborn
finds fault with "The Da Vinci Code"

for its claims to historical accuracy.

She said the book's "imaginative de-

tail and false historical assertions are

presented as facts and the fruit of

serious historical research, which
they simply are not."

After Welborn takes a close look

at Mary Magdalene, the Gospels,

women in Christianity, da Vinci's art.

Opus Dei, the Holy Grail and other

topics, she concludes a positive out-

come from the popularity of "The Da
Vinci Code" is the interest it stirred in

thinking about who Jesus really is,

what Christianity was all about, and

issues of gender and spirituality.

"What's unfortunate," she writes,

"is that the reading public has em-
braced the historical assertions made
in 'The Da Vinci Code' with such en-

thusiasm."

She notes the way people have

been so taken up by the book shows a

"failure of churches of all kinds to

communicate these very basic facts of

history and Christian theology" to

their members. She suggests that

readers set themselves straight by
going back to a source they most
likely already have on their book-

shelves — the Bible.

Editor's Note: "De-Coding Da
Vinci: The Facts Behind the Fiction of
'The Da Vinci Code'" will be in book-

stores this April.

entrai ^cj^uiti^ ort e

Consolidate

High-Interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

low interest

& interest-only

Programs

PRIME liATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

/'// help VOM re.aUzp your home iwnership dreams.

No Payment
until

IMay 20041

HO
Out-of -Pocket

Closing Costs

1} T.all Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

"Interest rale shf>w]i is Prime (4%). minus 1 /4%, based on 80% or less LTV. Subject lo unfJenvriting tondilions.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: APRIL 4. 2004

Si

April 4, Palm Sunday

of the Lord's Passion

1) Luke 19:28-40

2) Isaiah 50:4-7

Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18,

19-20, 23-24

3) Philippians 2:6-11

4) Gospel: Luke 22:14-23:56

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Sorrow is one common reaction. An-
ger and grief and fear and puzzlement

are others, often mixed together. Some
will feel righteous indignation; others

will be overwhelmed with gratitude.

Many of us — our attention spans, sad

to say, grown flaccid on a steady diet of

overstimulation from television and
video games and movies — wiU simply

be bored.

There are many responses we may
have then on hearing the solemn procla-

mation of the Lord's Passion on Palm
Sunday and Good Friday.

One that offers us great hope for

transformation is compassion. The word
literally means "suffering with." It is dif-

ferent fi-om pity, which looks on the suf-

fering of others from afar. Compassior

involves a deep connection with the omi

who suffers, a recognition of our funda-

mental kinship.
I

For followers of Jesus, the compas
j

sion arising from reflection on his sufferj

ing and death is a dangerous virtue. I

breaks down the safe distance we ofler

try to place between ourselves and th<

suffering of others. Compassion softeni

our hearts, not only to the pain Chris

suffered on the torturous road to hi;

execution, but also to the agony ofChris

present in the suffering of his brother;

and sisters living among us.

Where do we find the suffering

Christ today? We find him in the death;

of children fallen before the onslaught o

abortion; in the humiliation of peopli

who are taunted and mocked for thi

sake of a laugh; in the ravages of malnu

trition and disease visited upon tht

world's poorest people; in the oppressioi iJlc

of those who confi"ont economic and so

cial injustice; in the devastating impac fl

of addiction upon families and cultures, m
In these final days of Lent, may wi

listen more carefully to the ancient stor:

of Christ's suffering. May God grant u

the gift ofcompassion and the courage to

act on it.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 4 - APRIL 10

Sunday (Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion), Luke 19:28-40, Isaiah 50:4-7, Philippians 2:6-11

Luke 22: 1 4—23:56; Monday (Monday of Holy Week), Isaiah 42:1-7, John 12:1-11; Tuesday (Tues

day of Holy Week), Isaiah 49:1-6, John 13:21-33, 36-38; Wednesday (Wednesday of Hoi

Week), Isaiah 50:4-9, Matthew 26:14-25; Thursday (Holy Thursday), Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14,

Corinthians 11:23-26, John 13:1-15; Friday (Good Friday), Isaiah 52:13—53:12, Hebrews 4:1 4-1(

5:7-9, John 18:1-19:42; Saturday (Easter Vigil), Exodus 14:15-15:1, Psalm 118:1-2, 16-23, Luk

24:1-12

I

Many Annuity Owners
Lose Money.
Will YOU?

feati

Some annuity owners lose money because they didn't know

what questions to ask when they bought, and their salesperson

did not volunteer any information.

If you own an annuity or are considering taking advantage of

their many benefits, my FREE report, "Using Guaranteed

Annuities to Help You Survive Your Retirement, " will tell you

what questions to ask.

The report is FREE and shows- you how to get more benefits

from your existing assets and help preserve your annuity value.

Call 800-800-4960 (24 hours) for your FREE report!

Dr. Richard Pucciarelli

Certified Senior Advisor

Member ofAsset Protectors and Advisors Group

He

w

k

h(

fcita

seo

inst.

iveal

lews
rf

Dnipar

itltast

\
npact

n
1

)lic



March 26, 2004 The Cathohc News & Herald 11

'Scooby' sequel is for the dogs

I

CNS PHOTO FROM Warner Bros. Pictures

Matthew Lillard and Scooby-Doo star in "Scooby-Doo 2: Monsters Unleashed," a

stale sequel that finds the Scooby gang having to thwart a masked madman
threatening to use a monster-making machine on their home town. Like its 2002
predecessor, the intentionally campy film stays true to its cartoon roots; however,

it rarely progresses past the same sort of self-conscious parody of the first flick,

resulting in a movie full of forced, retread humor and bloated special-effects

sequences, lacking freshness — not to mention a coherent plot. Some mild crude
anguage and puerile humor, as well as some scary action sequences. The USCCB
Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-ll — adults and adolescents. The
Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG — parental guidance suggested.

Poll: Most Americans don't

blame all Jews for Jesus' death
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Less

than 2 percent ofAmericans blame Jews
and Jewish institutions of today for the

death of Jesus, according to results of a

poU taken within two weeks of the re-

lease of the movie "The Passion of the

Christ."

By contrast, 24 percent of Ameri-
cans familiar with the movie say Jews
dive at the time were most responsible

or Jesus' crucifixion.

Among those polled who had seen

:he film, 5 percent said "The Passion"

nade them more likely to hold Jews
"esponsible, while 12 percent said it

nade them less likely to hold today's

fews responsible.

Nine percent said the movie made
:hem less likely to hold Jews responsible,

;ompared to 2 percent who said it made
:hem more likely. Among both groups,

at least 80 percent of those poUed said

;he film made no impact on their attitude

:oward Jewish culpability.

The poll was commissioned by the

San Francisco-based Institute for Jewish
k Community Research.

"While the fdm may have a different

mpact elsewhere in the world, so far

The Passion of the Christ' is not produc-
ng any significant anti-Jewish back-
ash" in the United States, said Gary
Tobin, president of the Institute for Jew-
sh & Community Research.

In a March 18 interview with
Catholic News Service, Tobin said the

aolling results could differ over the long
:erm and in other countries. After seeing

:he results from this survey, he said, "I

think we'll have to do another poll."

Tobin said the results were "very

good news that the teachings of Vatican

II, and the teachings that have come
from the Lutheran Church and other

denominations, (are) what American
Christians believe. In fact, they believe it

to the tune of98 percent. In aU my life in

polling, I've never seen 98 percent for or

against anything."

He noted some Christian and Jewish

leaders were "understandably worried"

about anti-Jewish hostility as a result of

the movie, adding their concern was "not

unfounded given the rise of anti-

Semitism around the world, and the cen-

tral theme of Christ-killing in anti-Jew-

ish prejudice."

In other survey findings, 62 percent

said they were satisfied with "The Pas-

sion" the way it is, while 16 percent

would have preferred more emphasis on
Jesus' life and teachings; 64 percent said

the movie provided an accurate and
thorough portrayal of the meaning of
Jesus' life, while 13 percent disagreed;

and 62 percent said the film was true to

the Gospels, while 19 percent said that

director, producer and co-writer Mel
Gibson imposed his own interpretation

of events that may not be accurate.

The poll queried 1,003 adults, in-

cluding 146 who had seen the movie,

nine to 13 days after the film's Feb. 25

opening. The polling data is accurate

within plus or minus 3.1 percentage
points; the margin of error was 3.7 per-

centage points among respondents who
had seen the film or were fainiliar with it.

Without Gibson's star

appeal, Tlierese' film lias

trouble finding niche
BY LELNA PENNING
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N.Y. —
Absent the star power of Mel Gibson,

who directed, produced and co-wrote

"The Passion of the Christ," other pri-

vately funded Christian films are

struggling to get into theaters.

One such movie is "Therese," the

story of St. Therese of Lisieux, also

known as the Little Flower, who lived a

short life in a French Carmelite monas-
tery doing little things with great love.

"Therese" had been scheduled for

release last autumn, but it's been post-

poned until October to drlim up public

and monetary support.

"'Therese' is a different kind of

film, filled with the innocence of sim-

plicity and reveals the incredibly rich

interior life of the human soul," said

director Leonardo Defilippis, whose
nonprofit firm, Luke Films, produced
the film.

Although the 19th-century period

production garnered a standing ova-

tion from Catholic dignitaries associ-

ated with mission work at a private

Vatican screening last May, it has not

yet created a stir among the public.

"There have been difficulties," said

Defilippis. He estimates the company
still needs $2 million to open in select

theaters. "This movie is a total work of

charity. It has been done the 'Little

Way' with all these little people scat-

tered all over the world, trusting in

this project."

"Therese" is relying heavily on
publicity from a Web site called

www.theresemovie.com and efforts

from grass-roots religious volunteers

to push the film into theaters.

"It's just how the Gospel started,"

Defilippis told The Long Island Catho-
lic, Rockville Centre's diocesan newspa-
per. "Christ told the people around him
and then the word just spread."

"Many miracles were needed to

make this dream a reality," said

Defilippis. Although St. Therese is a

popular saint, Luke Films would need
another miracle to drum up just a frac-

tion of the attention "The Passion of

the Christ" has achieved.

"Our movie, I have heard someone
say, is like opening up a door and look-

ing into a very private world. It's like

looking into someone's soul," he said. St.

Therese's adventures were mental,

emotional and spiritual so "how do you
go inside a young woman's heart and
mind? That's the challenge. St. Therese
is like the Blessed Mother, very hidden

in the Gospel; there is not the drama of

the Crucifixion."

St. Therese of Lisieux's story is a

bittersweet one. She fell into depres-

sion after her mother died when
Therese was 4. Her sister, who was
like a second mother to her, left to join

a Carmelite monastery a few years

later. At 14, Therese fell in love with

God, traveled to the Vatican and suc-

cessfully petitioned the pope to allow

her to enter a Carmelite religious or-

der, although she technically wasn't

old enough.

Although she died of tuberculosis

when she was 24, Pope John Paul II

proclaimed her a doctor of the church

in 1997— one of only three women to

hold that honor — largely due to her

philosophy of the Little Way. "What
matters in life, is not great deeds, but

great love," she wrote in her autobiog-

raphy, "Story of a Soul," published af-

ter her death.

"She was not a Joan of Arc, not a

Mother Teresa, she did not do dra-

matic things," said Defilippis. Yet the

saint's Little Way resonates with
many people including Bles.sed

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, who took

her religious name in honor of the

Little Flower and borrowed the saint's

philosophy, "Do small things with
great love."

"A lot of us haven't done anything

so dramatic that it will appear in the

press and that's OK," said Defilippis.

"You don't need to climb Mount "Ta-

bor or save a multitude. If you have
love, help your mother, a stranger; you
have given a great gift."

The director is hopeful that "The
Passion of the Christ" will create a

media path so other Catholic and
Christian movie producers can follow

in the wake of its success.

'"The Passion' is stirring up all

kinds of things and awareness of
Christ," he said.

"It's God's providence that the

'Passion' go first; Therese would want it

no other way. The master should lead

and the servant will follow," he said.
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Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-atrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com
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The rules of medicine
Bradley Institute, BAC explore ethics in research

BELMONT — Missing cadavers

at medical scliools. Animal laboratory

testing. Patient privacy and confiden-

tiality. Experimental drug testing.

It seems everywhere you turn,

medicine and research are making
their way into newspaper headlines

and on the news. More importantly,

decisions made on these issues are

beginning to come to light as some
people are questioning the ethics in-

volved.

The Bradley Institute and
Belmont Abbey College will host a

presentation by Dr. Edward
Gabriele, "Within the Rules: The
Limits of Integrity and Ethics in

Medical Research," April 1. The event

is free and open to the public.

Gabriele currently serves as di-

rector of Research Integrity and Eth-

ics at the U.S. Navy Bureau of Medi-
cine and Surgery and as special assis-

tant to the Surgeon General of the

Navy for Research Integrity and Eth-

ics. He is responsible for overseeing a

number of programs including hu-

man research, animal research, ethics

faculty leadership and ethics publica-

tions programs.

He also holds an appointment as

an adjunct assistant professor in the

Development of Preventive Medicine
and Biometrics at the Uniformed Ser-

vices University in Bethesda, Md.,

where he provides consultation in re-

search ethics.

A former director for the Office of

Research Administration and the Hu-
man Subjects Protection Program at

the Naval Medical Research Center,

Gabriele has earned numerous de-

grees. He holds Bachelor of Arts and

Bachelor of Science degrees from
Villanova University, a Master of Di-

vinity from The Catholic Theological

Union and a Doctor of Divinity from
The Catholic University of America.

In addition to his work in re-

search administration, Gabriele
serves as an academic theologian for

various communities of the Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church in America, and

is the author of nine books of liturgi-

cal poetry and pastoral reflection.

The Bradley Institute for the

Study of Christian Culture at

Belmont Abbey College, which is

hosting Gabriele's visit, was founded

-in 1996 by its director, Dr. Robert A.

Preston. Preston served Belmont Ab-
bey College as its 13th president for

six years until his retirement in 2001.

The Bradley Institute provides

opportunities for business executives,

career professionals and clergy to ex-

amine relevant ethical, theological

and philosophical topics within the

context of their modern lives. Pro-

gram topics range from business,

legal and medical ethics to history

and philosophy.

The Institute is named for Rev.

John P. Bradley, former president of

Belmont Abbey College and former

CEO and chairman of the board of

Good Will Publishers of Charlotte.

WANT TO GO?
"Within the Rules: The Limits of Integrity

and Ethics in Medical Research" will be

held in Belmont Abbey College's Student

Commons at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, April

1 , 2004. Reservations are required for this

free event; call (704) 829-7231 or go online

at www.bradleyinstitute.org.

Latin America in tlie

21st century

BAC hosts forum with local, international experts

BELMONT — Belmont Abbey
College will hold a public forum, "Latin

America in the 21st Century," April 3.

The event is free and open to the

public.

'l^atin America in recent years has

not occupied a central stage in the

American media," says Dr. Gabriela

Tarazona-Sevillano, assistant professor

and coordinator of International Pro-

grams at the college.

'There have been, however, a num-
ber of developments in the region which

are important for academics, policy

makers and the interested public," she

said.

Tarazona-Sevillano said she hopes

the forum will serve as a means -to u{>

date students, academics, administrators

and others on issues ranging from poli-

tics to economics and literature.

Other participants in the forum in-

clude: Dr. Alberto Hernandez, Spanish

professor and department chair at

Davidson College; Dr. Lyman Johnson,

history professor at the University of

North Carolina at Charlotte; and Dr.

Mario Mansilla, Latin American special-

ist from Washington, D.C., who will be

the keynote speaker.

WANT TO GO?
"Latin America in the 21st Century"

will be held in the Belmont Abbey
College's Haid Ballroom, 1-4 p.m. on

Saturday, April 3. Seating is limited

and reservations are recommended
for this free event. For details call

(704) 825-6237 or e-mail

gsevillano@bac.edu.

New communications director

for Diocese of Cliarlotte .

Veteran journalist to develop
|

communications plan
|

CHARLOTTE — Veteran jour-

nalist and public relations executive

David Hains has joined the Diocese of

Charlotte as the director of communi-
cations.

David Hains

Hains will be responsible for the

development of a communications
plan for the diocese as well as media
relations with the secular media.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVERS: CAREGiving is a Joy! Join us

in making a difference in the lives of the elderly.

Non-medical companionship and home care.

Flexible, part-time, day, evening and weekend
hours available. Car needed. Home Instead Se-

nior Care. Call 70+.3-JH..9739.

MANAGER: Flynn & O'Hara Uniforms is seek-

ing a Retail Store Manager for our Charlotte

location. Responsibilities include training of

staff and daily business transactions. Motivated

individuals with experience in retail and a focus

on customer service should apply to join our

Hains was acting spokesman for

the diocese during January and Feb^

ruary and worked to help the secular

media understand the John Jay Study

and the audit of diocesan conform'

ance with the Charter for the Protec-

tion of Children and Young People.

"I guess you could say that I hac

a baptism of fire in this job," Hainsi

said.

Over the past 29 years, Hains has

worked as a television reporter, news
anchor and program host at five tele-

vision stations in Charlotte. From
1993 to 1996, he was the spokesman
for Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools.

He has also operated his own
video production and communica
tions consulting company where he

worked for the White House, IBM
Duke Energy and other corporate

and public sector organizations.

Hains and his wife of 27 years

Deborah, have two children, Eleanor

22 and Austin, 18. The family attends

St. Mark Church in Huntersville

where Hains serves as the chair of the

parish's pastoral council.

growing team. To schedule an interview, call

Kathy 215-637-4600 X8O20, e-mail your re-

sume to petrok@flynnohara.com, or fax to

attn: Kathy 215-637-6392.

RETAIL: Flynn & O'Hara Uniforms is cur-

rently seeking an Assistant Manager and Retail

Sales Associates for our Charlotte location.

Dependable, courteous, customer-oriented in-

dividuals are encouraged to apply by calling

Kathy 215-637-4600, ext. 8020, fax your re-

sume to attn: Kathy 215-637-6392, or e-mai!

petrok@nynnohara.com.

FOR SALE 1

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 843-

1416.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to cl<feericl<@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

DON'TFROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!!

125,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name herei\

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too! ihe

Catholic
,

Call (704) 370-3332 now! NEWS' j^ERALD I
— *
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Introducing Pennybyrn

Along the wooded cove of

High Point City Lake,

God's handiwork is everywhere.

Worship in our

Meditation chapel

Discover nature's

beauty v/hile

walking our trails

Learn a new craft

in our

woodworking shop

On-site

maintenance brings

fast repairs

Pets are always

welcome

Choices of flexible

financial options

The new Pennybyrn at Maryfield will offer an exciting,

customizable retirement lifestyle unlike any other in the

Piedmont Triad region. New and elegantly-appointed

apartments and cottages spread amidst 66 acres of

magnificent trees and rolling hills! To reserve or learn more,

Call (336) 886-4103.

peNNVBVRKI
R Y F I

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of Cod.

Life ofpatients must be

sustained, says pope

LIFE, from page 1

Life and the World Federation of Catho-

lic Medical Associations, brought to-

gether dozens of speakers with differing

points of view, especially regarding the

moment when providing artificial nutri-

tion and hydration goes beyond an act of

protecting human life and becomes a

burdensome fight against death and the

hope for eternal life.

Pope John Paul told them, while

"vegetative state" has been accepted as a

medical description of the clinical condi-

tion of patients who give no sign of con-

sciousness or awareness of their environ-

ment, too many people think "vegeta-

tive" also describes the patients them-

selves, as if they were no longer human.

"I feel an obligation to reaffirm vigor-

ously that the intrinsic value and the

personal dignity of every human being

does not change no matter what the con-

crete situation of his life," the pope said.

A human being "never becomes a

'vegetable' or an animal,"' he said.

"Even our brothers and sisters who
are in the clinical condition of the 'veg-

etative state' maintain their human dig-

nity in its entirety," he said. "The loving

gaze of God the Father continues to

watch over them, recognizing them as

his children who are particularly in need

of assistance."

Pope John Paul said that as long as

the patient is not dying artificial nutrition

and hydration must be considered "ordi-

nary and proportionate and, as such,

morally obligatory to the degree that—
and as long as — they reach their aim,

which consists in providing nourishment

to the patient and easing suffering."

The pope said an evaluation of con-

The Divinity School of

Wake Forest University

presents

Father Thomas Keating

Peace, Prayer and Dialogue

April 5th & 6th, 2004

Wait Chapel
Wake Forest University

Winston-Salem, North Carolina

Please visit www.wfu.edu/divinity

or caU (336)758-3522 for details

WAKE FOREST

tinning care's monetary costs cannot out-

weigh the value of protecting human life.

Pope John Paul also urged doctors

and parishes to do more to help the

families of patients in a persistent veg-

etative state,

"They cannot be left alone with their

heavy human, psychological and eco-

nomic burden," he said.

Dr. Salvino Leone, a moral theology

professor who works with the

Hospitaller Order of St. John of God in

Rome, said there is "a profound ethical

and conceptual" distinction between

causing death and letting someone die.

One must never hasten a patient's

death, he told the conference March 20,

and one always must provide pain relief,

nutrition and hydration and take pre-

cautions so that bedsores and infections

do not develop.

But a Christian, Leone said, also

must recognize "letting die is a service to

the gift of God, the humble consciousness

ofbeing a creature in the face ofdivine will

and the acknowledgment of his absolute

lordship over human destiny. In a single

word: It is a true act of faith."

Determining the exact moment
when it becomes ethical to let someone die

is difficult to determine, conference

speakers said, and some argued there

even are instances when the artificial pro-

vision of nutrition and hydration is so

burdensome to the patient and his or her

family that it is not obligatory.

Dr. 'Gianluigi Gigli, president of the

federation of medical associations, said

the different positions presented at the

conference reflected the complexity ofthe

issues involved and the continuing

search by Catholic ethicists and physi-

cians to make decisions informed by the

best medical opinions and the highest

moral standards.

Ann Verlinde, president of the Inter-

national Committee of Catholic Nurses,

said that because nurses spend so much
time with patients and their families

their opinions should be given greater

weight on hospital ethics boards and in

discussions with individual families

about continuing or withdrawing cer-

tain types of care.

In many situations, she said, "nurses

find it easier than doctors to say, 'It is

finished; let them go. We wiU be with

them, caring for them as they die.'"

Msgr. Kevin T. McMahon of St.

Charles Borromeo Seminary in Philadel-

phia said that with patients in a persis-

tent vegetative state artificially delivered

nutrition and hydration are simply "the

medically assisted supply of food and

drink."

He said people should keep in mind

that, while a return to consciousness is

"highly improbable" after one year in a

vegetative state, withholding nutrition

and hydration always results in death.

Msgr. Marco Frisina, director of the

Diocese of Rome's liturgy office, told the

doctors March 17 that when medical

treatment is useless the focus must turn

toward helping the patient die a "good

death" — not in the way proponents of

euthanasia mean, but in the sense of

dying with the sure hope of eternal life.
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A pastoral perspective

on the pill

The March 12, 2004 issue of The

Catholic News & Herald article entitled,

"'Pill' justifications still hard to swal-

low," which featured a PBS documentary

on the popularity of the oral contracep-

tive, could ha\'e left the reader in confij-

sion regarding the Catholic Church's

teaching on the birth control pill.

As a young priest, I have encoun-

tered a number of Catholics who seem to

be confused on the Church's teaching

regarding birth control. Some claim that

they have never heard the Church offi-

cially condemn artificial birth control

(contraception). Others may know what

the Church teaches, but may not know
why she teaches it. And others claim that

the teachings concerning birth control

are "gray matter" and therefore, the

couple (or one's conscience) has the re-

sponsibility to decide whether contra-

ception is right or wrong, acceptable or

unacceptable.

This pastoral perspective on the pUl

seeks to bring clarity to a timely and
controversial topic by briefly addressing

the above concerns.

Sexuality and procreation can only

be understood in the context of the mari-

tal covenant, as authored and defined by

God and articulated by Divine Revela-

tion. The "Catechism of the Catholic

Church" states, "Conjugal love involves

a totality, in which all the elements of the

person enter. ... It aims at a deeply per-

sonal unity, a unity that, beyond union

in one flesh, leads to forming one heart

and soul; it demands indissolubility and

faithfijlness in definitive mutual giving;

and it is open to fertility." (No. 1643)

In other words, whenever spouses

engage in expressing conjugal or nuptial

love, their act of love involves totality,

unity, indissolubility, fidelity and fixiitfiJ-

ness (fecundity) by its very nature. The
act is designed to communicate the inti-

mate and total giving of oneself to one's

spouse, just as the reception ofHoly Com-
munion communicates the total self-do-

nation of Christ to His bride, the Church.

Christ withholds nothing fi-om the

gift of himself to His Church, which is

the fi"uit of His life-giving passion, death

and resurrection. Likewise, nuptial love

speaks the sacred words of Christ, "This

is my body given for you." Therefore,

each time husband and wife engage in

conjugal love, they renew their wedding
promises as they give themselves to one
another totally, faithftiUy and fi-uitfully.

On the other hand, a contraceptive act,

by its very nature, does not speak the lan-

guage of nuptial love. Whether the contra-

ceptive is chemical (like the pUl) or physical

(like the condom), a barrier is placed be-

tween the spouses who attempt to commu-
nicate love, resulting in the withholding of

self specifically one's fertility. Regardless if

the couple willingly chooses to place a bar-

Guest

Column

FATHER
MATHEW
BUETTNER

Guest Columnist

rier between their union or intends to im-

pede nuptial love, the finstrated act be-

speaks a lie: 'This is my body not given for

you." It no longer communicates a love that

is total or firiitfiil; it no longer truly ex-

presses their wedding promises.

Consequently, the Church cannot

ever accept contraception as a legitimate

means of birth regulation. That is why
the Church clearly teaches in paragraph

2370 (of the catechism) that:

T^Jvery action which, whether in

anticipation of the conjugal act, or in its

accomplishment, or in the development of

its natural consequences, proposes,

whether as an end or as a means, to render

procreation impossible" is intrinsically evil.

There is no ambiguity or "gray mat-

ter" in this particular teaching because

there is no "gray matter" in an act which,

by its very nature, impedes the natural

ends of the marital act: union and pro-

creation, love and life. Therefore, neither

the couple nor the individual conscience

have the capacity to define whether con-

traception is morally right or wrong,

acceptable or unacceptable.

The couple does have a responsibil-

ity, however, to regulate procreation.

The catechism maintains that, "For just

reasons, spouses may wish to space the

births of their children. It is their duty to

make certain that their desire is not mo-
tivated by selfishness but is in confor-

mity with the generosity appropriate to

responsible parenthood" (No. 2368).

That is why the Church supports

and encourages couples to use natural

methods of birth regulation (Natural

Family Planning), since these methods

utilize the natural .periods of infertility

designed by God. These natural methods

respect God as the arbiter of life, as well as

respect the natural rhythms created by

God in the human person. Moreover,

natural methods promote the goods of

marriage and have none of the dangerous

side effects to a woman's health clearly

demonstrated by use of the pUl.

As couples prayerfully discern the

use of birth control in their families, I

encourage them to research the issues

(please consult the Couple to Couple

League Web site for further information:

www.ccli.org), speak candidly with a

priest that they trust, and ultimately to

discover the liberating truth offered by

the Church, who faithfully speaks on
behalf of Christ, her Bridegroom.

Father Buettner is a parochial vicar

at St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte.

Pope at audience, appeals

for an end to violence
BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Pope John
Paul II appealed for an end to "so

much blood that continues to be

spilled in many parts of the world."

"The world is still fearfully

marked by hate, violence, terrorism

and war," he said.

"The need for mankind to open up
its heart and make a courageous ef- -

fort toward mutual understanding
remains urgent," the pope said during

his March 24 weekly general audi-

ence.

The pope reminded the several

thousand pilgrims gathered in St.

Peter's Square that March 25 the

church celebrates the feast of the An-
nunciation of the Lord. The day re-

calls the angel Gabriel announcing
God's plan to the Blessed Virgin

Mary that she give birth to the Son of

God.
The pope said Mary's acceptance

to take part in the Incarnation
"opened the doors to the fulfillment of

God's salvific plan for the redemption

of all men and women."
In a portion of his speech the pope

did not read aloud, it said, "each one
of us is called to join one's own 'yes' to

the mysterious plans of providence"

with Mary and Jesus' unconditional

acceptance of God's plan for them.

"Only by fully following the di-

vine will can that joy and true peace

that we all ardently desire spring

forth," it said.

Speaking with a clear voice, the

pope said the Italian church sets aside

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

March 24 as a day of remembrance
and prayer for missionary martyrs.

He said the missionary priests

consecrated people and lay faithfuJiitlier

who were killed last year should nol

be forgotten.

"Among the many victims thaliilriei

the news documents every day, there; to,

are many unarmed people who are hil

(by violence) while ... carrying out

their duties," the pope said.

According to the Italian Mission-

ary Youth Movement, which spon-

sors the annual day of remembrance
35 Catholic missionaries were killec

2003. Of those, 22 missionaries

epara

flin

1^:1

in

lost their lives in Africa, 1 1 in thd

Americas and two in Asia.

Meanwhile, the pope said th(

time it takes "for justice and peace tc

reach every part of the world becomes

a longer and longer wait. How else t(

respond to this thirst for hope anc

love if not by turning to Chri^
through Mary?

The pope ended his address bi

calling on the Virgin Mary to helj

"stop evil, bring about a change o

heart" in all people and "rekindle th(

light of hope for everyone.

8«1(

sisD

mU

ii.k

me

Pledge History

1 892 '^''^ appears in "The Youth's Companion."

Credited to Baptist minister Francis Bellamy,

it wos written for students to recite on

Columbus Day: "/ pledge allegiance to my
flag and the republic for which it stands;

one nation indivisible, with liberty and

1 924 "my flog" was replaced with "the flog of the United States of America"

1 942 Congress officially recognizes the Pledge of Allegionce

1 943 ^upt'eme Court rules in West Virginia State Board of Education vs.

Barnette that schoolchildren can not be forced to recite the pledge

1 954 f^oltowing a campaign supported by the Knights of

Columbus, President Dwight D. Eisenhower approves

adding the words "under God"

2002 The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals rules that

^ reciting the pledge in public schools was

unconstitutional because of the words

"under God"
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An unexpected visitor

Brian Barr, a priest who is one ofmy
[osest friends, recently lost his dad,

ernie Barr. I wanted to help in any way
could. Since the funeral home where his

ither would be waked was located near

,iy parish, I invited Brian to spend the

ights after the wake in our rectory. He
/as glad for the hospitality and I ex-

acted him at around 1 1 p.m.

I knew that Brian would arrive tired

nd spent. His father was a real hero for

im and the loss of this giant of a man
fas hard for him. So when the front door

ell rang at precisely 1 1 that night, I

/ent quickly to open the door and invite

ly friend to get out of the bitter cold

eather and come into a home where

e'd find comfort and support. I had food

repared and a bottle of wine opened for

ly friend. But when I threw the door

pen, the surprise was mine.

Instead of Father Brian, the man
tanding before me was a stranger,

laggard and bedraggled in a torn

arka, he looked hurt. His hands were

1 splints and his first words told his

eed: "I'm cold and I'm hungry and I'm

1 pain. Can you help me find shelter?"

Now I know all about the Golden

tule and I've done my share of talks

ased on the mantra, "What Would
esus Do?" but this guy was clearly not

/ho I wanted to see that frigid night. I

lon't know what my face communi-
ated to him, but I do know what was
1 my heart.

1 i I wanted him to be anywhere but

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

at my front door. I wanted to ask him,

dripping with sarcasm, why he'd only

realized that he was homeless at 1

1

p.m. I wanted to suggest the county

had a Social Services Department he

should check out. I wanted to tell him

that I'd rather not get involved in

bringing into the rectory someone I

didn't know, who might well be a dan-

ger. In other words, my heart was any-

where but connected to a spirit of wel-

come and hospitality. Brian Barr was

entitled to kindness. He was a known
quantity. But this guy was a stranger

and an unwelcome one at that.

No, I didn't say any of the things in

my heart or mind to the man that

night. Thank God, I did the right thing.

I was able to give him something to eat,

arrange for a place for him to stay and

get him a ride to the shelter. 'There

probably would be other hard nights

for that man, but his visit to our parish

would not be one of them.

As we chatted, the suspicious look-

ing stranger became simply someone

who had a painful life tale to tell. He was

good and gentle. He was someone like

all of us, just a man who'd seen better

times and hoped they'd return one day.

And he wasn't looking to hurt anyone.

He just had nowhere else to go. He was

Owen.
I'm happy the night ended that

way. I'm glad a cold and tired and

damaged soul found rest, shelter and

nurture for an evening. But I also

wrestle with what was in my heart. It

made me realize something probably

many of us grapple with.

Warmth and welcome don't come
that easily. Oh, sure, we love people we
know and trust. But where's the merit

in that? Giving hospitality to someone
like Brian, that's an easy pleasure. But

making way for someone like homeless

Owen, that's another matter entirely. I

was struck that night by the chasm
that existed in my heart. To the known
friend; welcome, love and kindness. To
the unknown but even needier

stranger: suspicion, resentment and a

struggle to be kind.

And yet, I suspect that when and if

you and I get the chance to enter

heaven, we won't only be welcomed by

friends and family. The hospitality

committee won't all look like Father

Brian Barr. No, I suspect the gatekeepers

to heaven might well look much more
like the Owens of our world. I hope he

lets us in.

For afree copy oftlie Christoplier News
Note, "Works of Mercy, Gifts of Love,"

write: T/ie Christopliers, 12 East 48th Street,

New Tork, NT 10017; or e-mail:

rruiil@christophers.org.

Good movie, great

marketing
Mel Gibson is going to make a for-

ine from his film, "The Passion of the

hrist." To what does he owe his suc-

ess? The quality of his filmmaking?

es, in part. His subject matter? No, he

vzs, after all, telling a well-known story,

lis marketing plan? Yes, yes, yes.

The movie represents a unique ex-

erience for the average American audi-

nce at which it is aimed. It is uniquely

rutal in depicting the suffering of our

iOrd during the last 12 hours of his life,

lany films have shown people being

illed, some in grotesque ways. But no
iiainstream film has ever shown one
erson enduring such savagery for vir-

ually the entire length of the movie.

So how do you get so many people to

;o straight from church, encouraged by
neir pastor, to a movie theatre to see this

orrific story unfold? If you are Gibson,

ou create a bold new marketing plan.

Gibson's plan to screen the movie
0 religious audiences was born out of

ecessity. He could find no major studio

0 back what appeared to be an out-

ndish proposal. Imagine the conver-

ations he must have had with studio

xecutives three or four years ago when
he project was starting.

"I want to make a movie about the

crucifixion of Jesus in which he is beaten

like no one ever has been before and I want

the characters to speak ancient Aramaic,

Italian and Hebrew with no subtitles. Can
you give me several million dollars?"

Not surprisingly he ended up using

his own money and added the subtitles.

His budget may have been slim but

his marketing goal was the same as any

other movie. Get people to talk about his

movie and then buy tickets to see it. His

plan was to let religious groups screen

the movie before the Ash Wednesday
opening, but only if they signed a pledge

agreeing not to write about the content

before the opening.

Ofcourse they were free to talk about

the impression the movie made. The buzz

that this approach created was spectacu-

lar. From the first of the year until Ash
Wednesday the secular media carried al-

most daily stories about the movie; it was
shown to the pope, to the president, to

religious broadcasters, to Billy Graham.

And everyone who saw it was saying the

same thing; the movie was like nothing

they had ever seen before.

Jewish groups screened the movie

and expressed concerns about the depic-

tion of the Jews, and presto, another

round of news stories took off

Catholics &

the Media

DAVID HAINS
Guest Columnist

Word ofmouth is the most convinc-

ing kind of advertising and generally

can't be bought. Gibson had a priceless

publicity machine at work for him and it

looks like "The Passion" could be the

highest grossing movie of all time.

So what can a Catholic discern from

this experience?

First, that marketing was as impor-

tant as the message of the film. Other

religious movies, such as "The Gospel of

John," were as well made, but were com-
plete flops at the box office. And second,

that by supporting this film we are send-

ing a message to HoU3rwood that we are

interested in more movies like it. Holly-

wood will crank out whatever it thinks

will sell tickets.

The crucifixion, as we know, isn't

the only story of violence, injustice and

suffering to be found in the Bible. But we
also know that the message of Scripture

is one of love, not brutality. Future mov-
ies based on scripture should be judged

on this basis, not on the amount of cru-

elty that we witness on the screen.

David Hains is director ofCommunica-

tionsfor the Diocese ofClurlotte. Contact him

at dwhains@cliarbttediocese.org.

Catholic

Church on

UFOs

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

Q. IVith all the theories today about

UFOs and interspace travel, does the

Catholicfaith have anything to say about

life on other planets? Could there be?

If there is intelligent life somewhere

else, would that mean that Jesus Christ

would need to die on every planet to save

the people? (Wisconsin)

A. There's no way the Catholic

Church would know any more 'than

anyone else whether intelligent life

exists on other galaxies or universes.

It hasn't attempted to speculate on

the subject, and there's no reason it

should.

The spiritual condition of any
conscious, intelligent life that might
flourish elsewhere is even more of a

mystery. Beginning with the possibil-

ity of a race of beings that might still

be in some sort of original innocence

(to use terminology we're familiar

with), there's a whole rainbow of con-

ceivable circumstances in which such

creatures might live.

About the only sure claim we can

make in such matters is that God's

creative imagination and power are

certainly not exhausted by the hu-

manity and other creatures on this

earth. Countless other life forms

might exist with the ability to know
and love and relate to the Creator in a

conscious way. What "salvation"

might mean for these creatures we
have no clue.

Considering the exuberant gener-

osity with which God so lavishly

showers life of all kinds on the world

around us, one might suspect that

this divine extravagance is not lim-

ited to our time and place. Any theory

about whether or how that might
happen, however, is pure speculation.

Specific teachings of the church

about the saving grace of Jesus being

necessary for salvation apply, as far

as we can know, only to members of

our human family. As I said, concern-

ing the relationship God might have

established between himself and crea-

tures of another world, we cannot

make even a respectable guess.

A free brochure on ecumenism, in-

cluding questions on intercommunion and

other ways of sharing worship, is avail-

able by sending a stamped, self-addressed

envelope to Father John Dietzen, Box
325, Peoria, IL 61651.
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St. Andrew the Apostle Church is

home to Mars Hill Catholics

SAINT ANDREW THE APOSTLE
149 Brook Street

Mars Hill, N.C. 28754

(828) 689-3719

Vicariate: Asheville

Pastor: Father David Brzoska

Pastoral Assistant: Ann Stowe

Number of Households: 98

Mission: Sacred Heart Church

in Burnsville

Father David Brzoska

MARS HILL — One cannot fully

know the history of St. Andrew the

Apostle Church in Mars Hill without

knowing the influence of a Jesuit priest

who diligently served Catholic com-
munities north of Asheville during the

early decades of the 20th century.

Jesuit Father Andrew Graves,

from the order's Maryland Province,

arrived in Madison County in August
1937. He came to staff the little Catho-

lic chapel in Revere called Church of

the Little Flower. Now defunct, the

chapel provided a home to one of the

most notable missionary priests of the

period and region.

Even today, the populations of

Madison, Yancey and north Bun-
combe county towns are relatively

small compared to such Tar Heel cities

as Charlotte, Greensboro and Win-
ston-Salem to the east. Back in the

1930s, people there were even more
scattered, and the Catholic community

Come retreat

to the Springs!

Joyful Spirit 2004
April 16-18

(7 pm Friday to 1 2:30 pm Sunday)

Recovering Alcoholic Women -

come for a weekend ol

"Spirit without the Spirits" (Bill W.)

Requested donation: $100

Registration vviYh payment due:
April I

JESUIT HOUSE OF PRAYER
HOT SPKINGS, NC

Call: 828-622-7366

or Betty at 704-567-2208
e-mail; vpauiCti'madison.main.nc.us

Photo by George K. Cobb

The multipurpose facility of St. Andrew the Apostle Church In Mars Hill was dedicated

in November 1991. Seasonal visitors to the area regularly Increase the attendance

of the church and its mission, Sacred Heart Church in Burnsville.

in the area was quite sparse.

Although their numbers were few,

the Catholics of the region did have a

history dating back to the mid- 1800s, as

noted by Father Graves, who wrote a

historical account of the Catholic Church

in northwestern North Carolina.

Father Graves assumed a pastor-

ate in a town where very few Catholics

resided and questions about the faith

abounded. With the population so

scarce, no great numbers of converts

were recorded during his priestly ser-

vice, but Father Graves became
known for leading a pioneering minis-

try of ecumenism in the years preced-

ing the Second Vatican Council.

Father Graves was a man reputed

and loved by Madison County folks,

Catholics and non-Catholics alike, for his

preaching, his generosity and his out-

reach to people of all faiths. His robust

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCatholicCompany
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.catholicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

• Unique gifts

& cards

• Statues

• Books, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
Men. thru Sat.

10 am -6 pm

19905 west Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28
(Johnsburv Square - next to Goodwill)

Est

B

V

keek

T
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interest in sports is also well remem
bered by county residents, who rec^

that Father Graves often rode buse

with area children to state competitions

Health reasons soon brought Fa
ther Graves from Revere to Ho
Springs in northwest Madisoa
County. There, he helped build an

other Catholic church, Chapel of tb

Redeemer, and acquired the house tha

would later become the Jesuit House e

Prayer retreat center.

Father Graves remained in north

western North Carolina for decades b

come, serving in ministry and late

becoming known as a historical write

and researcher. He died in Philad©[

phia in September 1995.

Over time, the core of the CathoKi

community in Madison County beg
to center in Mars Hill, today a town 0

fewer than 2,000 residents and yet th

largest in the county. .

With Jesuit priests and Sisters c ^

Mercy serving them, members of th

Catholic community in Mars Hill

came a mission of the Chapel of th

Redeemer by 1981. The mission gath

ered for Masses in several storefron

chapels and — perhaps in that ecili

menical spirit of Father Graves — oi

the campus of Mars Hill College,"

Baptist institution.
'

The Mars Hill mission became Ularc

parish under the patronage of St. An
drew in November 1985. The followinj

year, the Yancey County Catholic com
munity in Burnsville, Sacred Hear
Church, was placed in the missionar^

care of St. Andrew the Apostle Church

A multipurpose facility was corj

structed several years later in Mar
Hill, and was dedicated in Novembe
1991. Jesuit Father Francis Reese

pastor at the time.

The Jesuit tradition continued i

Madison and Yancey counties, wit

the people of St. Andrew the Apost

Church and its mission served by J<

suit Father Edward Ifkovitz fror

September 1996 until July 2002; i

that time, diocesan priest Fathe

David Brzoska was appointed pastor

The community of the church an

mission continued to grow over th

years, and parishioners have beconi

involved in a number of ministrie

including Habitat for Humanity, feec

ing the homeless, county health car

services, issues facing Appalachia an

outreach and education to the growin

Hispanic community in the area

Father Reese, now retired, an

Mercy Sister Peggy Verstege, wh
runs the Jesuit retreat house in He

Springs, both assist with Hispan

ministry at St. Andrew the Apost)

Church and Sacred Heart Church. -

Summertime visitors increase a

tendance at both churches, and coi

struction is beginning at Sacred Heai

Church to expand and remodel th

worship space. At St. Andrew ik\

Apostle Church, small faith groups a
being formed to study Scripture, rel

gious books and more.

Father Brzoska said parishiona

have a "real desire to grow in their lo^

and understanding of God, and to loc

at how to integrate their faith m
spirituality into their everyday live

and what we can do as individuals ar

a community to promote that exper

ence in a practical way, inside and ou

^ide of the church community."
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Bishop Jugis visits witli Hoiy Father

Bishop tellspope of
ecumenical issues and
growth in diocese

By DAVID MAINS

SPECIAL TO THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD

VATICAN CITY— Bishop Peter

J. Jugis awoke at 1 a.m. Monday,

March 29. He was in Rome for his

weeklong "adlimina" visit.

The time difference between Rome and

Charlotte is seven hours and he had ar-

rived only the day before. But it wasn't jet

lag that kept him from sleeping; it was an

appointment scheduled for 1 1 a.m. with

Pope John Paul IL

"I couldn't sleep anymore and so I was
praying and preparing to meet the Holy
Father," said Bishop Jugis.

Bishop Jugis and 23 other bishops from

the southeastern United States were the first

group of American bishops to make their

"ad limina" visits to the Vatican. The high-

light of the visit was a 15-minute, one-on-

one meeting with the pope during which

each bishop discussed his diocese and an-

See VISITS, page 8

DISCUSSINGA DIOCESE Courtesy Photo by L'Osservatore Romana

Bishop Peter J. Jugis meets with Pope John Paul II as part of the bishop's "ad limina"

visit to the Vatican March 29.

Court weighs 'under God' in

pledge, whether parent can sue

CNS photo by Paul Haring

Judy Baylor of Columbia, Md., prays with those in support of

keeping 'under God' in the Pledge of Allegiance outside the

Supreme Court building in Washington March 24.

BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON —The
crowds outside the Supreme
Court March 24 waged
shouting matches over
whether the Pledge of Alle-

giance should mention God.
But inside the courtroom,

the justices seemed most con-

cerned with whether a Cali-

fornia man even has the legal

right to seek the change on
the grounds that it harms his

daughter to be exposed to the

words "under God."

Arguing his own case

against the Elk Grove Uni-

fied School District, Califor-

nia physician and lawyer Dr.

Michael Newdow told the

court that even though he

does not have primary cus-

tody of his daughter he has a

right not to have his atheist

beliefs demeaned in her eyes

See PLEDGE, page 8

Conversion to Christ

Author discusses whole

community catechesis

I
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5

VOLUME 13 NO 27

U.S. Senate

passes Unborn

Victims of

Violence Act

Pro-life activists

commend 'Laciand

Conner's Law'

BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC N'EV S S! TU'irE

WASHINGTON — Pas-

sage of the Unborn Victims of

Violence Act by the U. S. Sen-

ate drew praise from pro-life

groups and criticism from ad-

vocates of keeping abortion le-

gal.

"We applaud the Senate

for voting for justice for

women and their children,"

said Cathy Cleaver Ruse, di-

rector ot planning and infor-

mation for the U.S. bishops'

Secretariat for Pro-Life Activi-

ties.

"No woman should ever

be told she lost nothing when
she loses her chUd to a brutal

attacker," Ruse added.

The Senate approved the

bill by a vote of 61-38 March
25. It had passed in the House

Feb. 26 by a vote of 254-163.

President Bush said he

looked forward to signing it

into law. "Pregnant women
who have been harmed by vio-

lence, and their families, know
that there are two victims —
the mother and the unborn

child — and both victims

should be protected by federal

law," he said.

The Unborn Victims of

Violence Act is also known as

"Laci and Conner's Law" after

Laci Peterson and her unborn

son, Conner, whose disappear-

ance and deaths drew national

attention. The California

woman was nearly eight

months pregnant when she

See VICTIMS, page 13
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own baclcyard

HEAVENLY BODY

CNS PHOTO COURTESY NASA

The planet-like object Sedna is depicted in a conceptualized illustration. The bottom

three panels show the first detection of the faint distant object on Nov. 14, 2003.

Sedna was identified by the slight shift in position noted in the three pictures taken

at different times. All that is known about its appearance is that it has a

reddish hue.

Vatican scientist named to

panel to define new object

in soiar system
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — One of

the Vatican's top planetary scientists has

been chosen to be part of a five-man

team of international astronomers to de-

cide if Sedna — the most distant object

yet seen orbiting the sun — is really a

planet.

The new body currently lies some 8

billion miles away from the sun, "almost

twice as far away as anything else in the

solar system," said U.S. Jesuit Brother

Guy Consolmagno, an astronomer at

the Vatican Observatory.

But, because it is such a recent dis-

covery and because it is so far away,

scientists are not yet sure how to classify

the new world.

"There was no working grpup on

planets because no new planet has been

discovered for the past 70 years, and

there is no working definition of what a

planet is, either," Brother Consolmagno

told Catholic News Service.

The International Astronomical

Union — a world body made up of

about 100 member nations, including

the Vatican— set up the working group

to decide on an official definition of a

planet. The union also will decide

whether Sedna — named after the Inuit

goddess of the Arctic Sea— can join the

solar system's planetary club.

Sedna is three times farther away

from the sun than the farthest planet,

Pluto, and it takes 10,000 earth years for

it to make one trip around the sun; its

days last about 40 hours. Surface tem-

peratures on Sedna are thought to hover

around minus 400 degrees Fahrenheit,

Brother Consolmagno said.

If the International Astronomical

Union decides Sedna is a planet, it will

get the name of a Roman god, as is the

tradition; otherwise, it will retain the

name its discoverers gave it, Sedna.

Planet or not, many scientists still

consider Sedna an exciting find because

it is expanding notions of how the solar

system was formed and what can be

found in its outer reaches.

This ever-expanding universe can

have two kinds of effects on someone's

personal relationship with God, said

Brother Consolmagno.

"A pessimist can say 'Oh the world

is so big and I'm so small, how can God
ever see me?' But an optimist can say

The world is so big and God still notices

me, that just shows how big God really

i.s
"' he said.

Holy Saturday ceremonies to

bring 150^000 new Catholics

into church
WASHINGTON (CNS) — More

than 150,000 people will join the

Catholic Church in the United States on

Holy Saturday, April 10, according to

figures compiled by the U.S. bishops'

Secretariat for Evangelization.

Nearly 64,000 will join with their

bishops in diocesewide celebrations,

usually held at the cathedral, whUe an-

other estimated 90,000 men and
women will formally become members
of the church in ceremonies at their new
parishes.

Of the 63,891 participating in dioc-

esan ceremonies, more than 26,000 will

be completing the Rite of Christian Ini-

tiation of Adults and will be baptized,

confirmed and receive the Eucharist for

the first time on Holy Saturday. More
than 37,000 others, already baptized as

Diocesan.—
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

SWANNANOA — St.' Margaret Mary
Church, 102 Andrew PI, will celebrate Divine

Mercy Su?idayApril 1 8, Reconciliation wiU be

offered at 2:30 p.m. and the chaplet will be

recited at 3 p.m., followed by Mass. Everyone
is invited to pray the chaplet beginning on

Good Friday and ending on Divine Mercy
Sunday. For more information, contact the

church office at (828) 686-8833.

CHARLOnE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— The Happy Timers ofSt.

Ann Church meet the first Wednesday ofeach

month with a luncheon and program at 1 p.m.

in the parish activity center, 3635 Park Rd.

All adults age 65 and older are welcome. For

more information, call Charles Nesto at (704)

398-0879.

CHARLOTTE — Theology on Tap is a

speaker series for young adults providing a

casual forum for "straight talk, hard facts, and

real answers" on the Catholic faith and how it

applies to daily life. The theme April will be

"Exploring the Passion. "ToT will meet April

5, 12, 19 and 26, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at

Pepperoni's at Park Road Shopping Center.

CHARLOTTE— Just Second Fridays is a

luncheon speaker series on social justice top-

ics that meets the second Friday of each

month in the Annex Building of St. Peter

Church, 507 S. Tryon St., 11 a.m.-12 p.m.

Attendees are welcome to attend the good

Friday service at St. Peter Church following

the .ISF presentation. The featured speaker

for April 9, James P. Cooney III, will address

"Reflections on Death in a Civilized Society: The

Christians, will become full members of

the Catholic Church at those ceremo-

nies.

Those who participate in the Rite of

Christian Initiation of Adults are called

catechumens, while Christians who are

already baptized are called candidates.

The 2004 numbers from the dio-

ceses are slightly higher than the

62,261 who joined the church on Holy
Saturday in 2003.

At least 17 U.S. dioceses will bring

in groups larger than 1,000 people,

with the largest groups of candidates

and catechumens in the Archdiocese of

Lx)S Angeles (3,070) and the Diocese of

Galveston-Houston (1,797).

In the Diocese of Charlotte, more
than 600 people are expected to join the

Catholic Church.
|

0

if

Death Penalty in America. " Parking is available

in the underground garage next to the church.

For detaOs call (704) 370-3225.

CHARLOTTE— St Tliomas Aquinas Church,

14O0 Suther Rd., will celebrate Divine Mercy

Sunday April 18, with a Holy Hour at 3 p.m.

including benediction ofthe Blessed Sacrament

and recitation ofthe Divine Mercy Chaplet. Rec-

onciliation will not be offered. For more infor-

mation call Gail Abraliam (704) 786-0709.

HUNTERSVILLE — The Newcomers
Women's Ministry of St. Mark Church invites

women who are new or still feel new to the area

to a 10-week course entitled, "After the Boxes are

Unpacked" based on the book by Susan Miller.
\

We will talk about the spiritual, emotional and

practical needs associated witli moving. Classes

begin AprO 2 1 in Room 200 ofSt. Mark Church,

14740 Stumptown Rd., 10:15 -1 1.45 a.m. fol-

lowed by lunch. Call Gerry Phillips at (704) 895-

2388 or Colleen Siadak at (704) 987-7920 for

more information.
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miCHARLOTTE— The Ladies Ancient Order oj

Hibernians, St. Brigid Division 1, an Irish

Catholic group of women dedicated to their

faith, country and Irish heritage, will meet at St

Ann Church, 3635 Park Rd., April 21 at 7:30

p.m. Anyone interested in membership, call;

Jeanmarie Schuler at (704) 5540720.

CHARLOTTE — Thank God It's FridaypU

.atJ

Div

and

irma:

(TGIF), a weekly support group for separated

and divorced women, meets every Wednesday,

6:30-8:30 p.m. in the New Life Center building,

room 114, of St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Pkwy., including a potluck dinner

Divorced men are invited every third Wednes-

day of the month. TGIF is a healing ministry

sponsored by Catholic Social Services, Char-

lotte Regional Office and St. Matthew Church
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope meets members

ofAmerican Jewish

aid agency
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — By

loving and assisting others, Chris-

tians and Jews act on the knowledge

that they are created in the image and

likeness of God, Pope John Paul II

said.

The pope met March 29 with

members of the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee, an in-

ternational organization providing

aid to Jewish communities in need, as

well as emergency disaster relief

around the world.

Pope John Paul told committee

members, "Your, visit is yet another

sign of the bonds of friendship be-

tween the Jewish people and the

Catholic Church, bonds which we

For details, call Karen Wepasnick at (704) 541-

1891 after 3 p.m.

CHARLOTTE — The Charismatic Prayer

Group ofSt. Matthew Church will host a Prayer

Servicefor the Sick at St. Matthew Chapel, 80 1

5

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., the third Monday
ofeach month at 7:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, contact Barbara Gardner at

ilt5nc@aol.com.

REENSBORO VICARIATE

REENSBORO— Knights ofColumbus Pied-

"nont Council 939 is sponsoring a Divine Mercy
holy hour At St. Benedict Catholic Church, Smith
md N. Elm St., April 1 8 at 3 p.m. A traveling

con depicting Christ's divine mercy, commis-
ioned by Pope John Paul II, will be on display.

There will be no reconciliation service or Mass.

The prayer service is spreading word about

livine mercy, one ofthe church's newest devo-

ions, which is embraced by Pope John Paul II.

rlIGH POINT— A special Mass on Divine

Mercy Sunday will be celebrated April 1 8 at 3

3.m. at Maryfield Chapel, 1315 Greensboro Rd.

The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be recited at 2:45

).m. and the sacrament ofReconciliation will be

ifiered at 2 p.m. preceding the Mass. For more
nformation call (336) 886-2444.

REENSBORO — Burke Balch, director of

nedical ethics at National Right to Life, will

peak at St. Pius X Church, 2210 N. Elm St.,

\pril 23 at 7 p.m. He will be speaking on assisted

uicide and euthanasia. Mr. Balch has served as

hiefcounsel for the National Legal Center for

he Medically Dependent and Disabled and
worked at the U.S. Commission ofCivil Rights

)n the federal Protection ofHandicapped Infants

)roject. This event Ls free and open to the public,

"or further information, contact the parish of-

ke at (336) 272-4681.

hope will grow ever stronger."

The pope told the members that

the duty to assist and serve others

flows from the fact that Jews and
Christians believe they were created

in God's image and endowed with an

ability to love.

"It is through love that we fulfill

our destiny to act in the likeness of

God," he said.

The commandment in the Book of

Leviticus to "love your neighbor as

yourself," is a call "to serve those who
need our help to live in security, jus-

tice and freedom," the pope said.

The Jewish distribution commit-
tee is celebrating its 90th anniversary

this year.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE— Seniors ages 55 and up
are invited to St. Therese Church, 217

Brawley School Rd., the second Saturday of

each month following the 5:30 p.m. Mass for

Senior Games Night, featuring games and a

potluck dinner. Call Barbara Daigler at (704)

662-9752 for details.

CONCORD — Discover how beautiful

God's plan for marriage really is! Natural

Family Planning classes are being offered at

St. James Church, 25 1 Union St., beginning

April 13 at 6:30 p.m. l^arn a natural method
that is just as effective as the Pill and is in

accord with Catholic teaching. Contact Susan

Chaney at (704) 720-0772 for more
information or email questions to

sujo94@aol.com.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WA'V'NESVILLE— St. John the Evangelist

Church, 234 Church St., will celebrate a Seder

meal April 7 at 5:30 p.m. in the church hall.

For more information, call the church office at

(828)456-6707.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

MT. AIRY— Holy Angels Church, 1 208 N.

Main St., offers Eucharistic Adoration every

Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m., and every
Thursday, 10-1 1 a.m. Adoration concludes

with Benediction.

Is your parish or school having a free

event open to the public? Please submit

noticesforthe diocesan planner at least 15

days prior to the event date In writing to

kevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704)370-3382.

ipiscopal
calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

Vpril 8 — 7:30 p.m.
'\ tiass of the Lord's Supper

5t. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

^ Vpril 9 - 7:30 p.m.

Celebration of the Lord's Passion

>t. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Vprill 0 — 8:30 p.m.

iaster Vigil

\ It. Patrick Cathedral, Chariotte

April 11 — 11 a.m.

Easter Sunday

St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

April 17 — 6 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation Mass
St. Joan of Arc.Asheville

April 18 — 11 a.m.

New church dedication

Our Lady of Lourdes, Monroe

Fope says path

passes through
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

path to holiness passes through the

confessional. Pope John Paul II said.

Addressing participants of a

Vatican-sponsored study seminar
March 27, the pope said the sacrament

of penance deserves rediscovery as a

moment of purification and spiritual

enlightenment. It's not something
Catholics can do without, he said.

"It would be an illusion to want to

become holy, which is the vocation

everyone receives from God, without

approaching with frequency and fer-

vor this sacrament of conversion and
sanctification," he said.

The pope said going to confession

by its very nature brings purification,

as the penitent bares his conscience

and feels the deep need for forgiveness

and spiritual regeneration.

"We will never be holy enough
not to need this sacramental purifica-

to holiness

confessional
tion. A humble confession, carried out

with love, induces an increasingly

delicate purity in the .service of God,"

he said.

He said confessors should act as

spiritual guides to penitents, helping

them to recognize their sins and com-
mit themselves to avoiding sin in the

future.

Penance is also necessary for

priests, he said.

"Even if we are called to exercise

the sacramental ministry, we have
our own faults in need of remittance,"

he said.

The study seminar was spon-

sored by the Apostolic Penitentiary,

the Vatican office that deals with mat-

ters of conscience involving the sacra-

ment of penance and procedural is-

sues concerning indulgences. It is

headed by U.S. Cardinal J. Francis

Stafford.

Waxing faith

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

A visitor passes wax figures of Jesus Christ and his Apostles at the Last Supper in

a display at the Curtea Veche museum in Bucharest, Romania, March 31. It is part

of a traveling show titled "Religion and Mystery" from the Historical Museum of

Wax Figures in St. Petersburg, Russia.

THIS MONTH IN -1998

Ancient order in Charlotte
Members of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre, Middle Atlantic Lieutenancy,

were among the congregation that celebrated Palm Sunday Mass with then-Bishop Wil-

liam G. Curlin at St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte April 5. The order dates back to the first

Crusades and the Knights established by Godfrey de Bouillon to guard the Sepulchre of

our Lord immediately after the conquest of Jerusalem in 1099. The group's presence in

Charlotte was growing in 1998, with four new members recently invested at a ceremony in

Washington, D.C.

CORRECTION
Msgr. Richard Allen was not identified as a monsignor in the March 1 9 issue's parish profile.
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FOLLOWING THE FAITH

Fists of faith

Courtesy Photo by Joseph Mahera

From left: Seminarian Justin Grosnick; Auxiliary Bishop Michael R Burbidge of

Philadelphia, rector of St. Charles Borromeo Seminary; Bishop Robert P. Maginnis,

auxiliary bishop of Philadelphia; and Father Christopher Schreck, vice rector of the

seminary, after Grosnick's rite of ministry of Acolyte March 20.

Seminarian received into

rite of Ministry ofAcoiyte
OVERBROOK, Pa. — Justin

Grosnick, a seminarian studying to

be a priest for the Diocese of Char-

lotte, was accepted into the rite of

Ministry of Acolyte at St. Charles

Borromeo Seminary March 20.

Grosnick was one of 16 seminar-

ians from 1 1 archdioceses, dioceses

and religious communities received

by Auxiliary Bishop Robert P.

Maginnis of Philadelphia into the

rite, which is celebrated during the

seminarians' second year of graduate

theological studies at the seminary

and is required as part of the forma-

tion process.

"Although Justin is one of our

many outstanding seminarians for

the Diocese of Charlotte, we rejoice

that his journey to the altar is being

marked by the reception of this spe-

cial ministry in which he will share

more deeply the celebration of Mass,"

said Father John Allen, director of

vocations for the Diocese of Charlotte.

Spring's Here!

Time to Feel Great!

Lose weight now and feel

good about yourself!
All natural and herbal products —
great for your body plus energy,

relaxation, sleep, especially stress.

And many more!

Order online - shipped directly to you.

Visit our online store at:

www.health4lifeproducts.com
Call: (888) 546-7257

Come retreat

to the Springs!

Spirituality of Healing

April 23-25

Come experience the gifts of Koren

Purcott, educator, retreat facilitator,

and ossociate of the Sisters of Mercy

of the Americas.

Requested donation: SI 60

Registration and deposit due:

April 13

JESUIT HOUSE OF PRAYER
HOT SPRINGS. NC

Call: 828-622-7366

or Betfy at 704-567-2208

e maii: vDOijl;«>modisori.moin.nc.us

Students participate in the joust, one of the activities during the Extreme Fait

retreat for middle school students held at St. Barnabas Church in Arden March 2C

Approximately 120 youths spent the day engaged in prayer and workshops on ho<

to live out in love the 10 Commandments, and other fun activities.

Catholic Gift & Bool< Store

ft

Hours:

9am - 5pm
Mon- Fri

1st Communion — veils, missals, rosaries, gifts

Confirmation— special, unique gifts

Daily and Sunday missals

(336)273-2554 233 N. Greene St. Greensboro. NC 27401

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We have been very pleased xvith the readers' response to our ad in

The CalhoUc. Neivs & Herald. We miverfi<^e our caregiver seroices in a number

ofpublications and none lias produced the interest and response loe've received

from The Catholic News & Herald.

"

— Jill B.Stewart Owner, Visiting Angels

Catholic ^^^^ today for low rates to ten over 1 25, 000 readers

Ni w^%«tKALD every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

mst

We beat the banks!
IMS prides itself on customer service. We're a local

lender and all we want is a chance to quote your

mortgage. Try us, you'll be happy you did. IMS has all

the answers and the loan programs to fit your needs.

^1^

Apply on-line 24 hours a day
www.lendingiocal.coiti

Call Me! Kim Geter 704-759-31 76
kim@lendinglocal.com

7631 Sharon Lakes Rd., Ste.D

Charlotte, NC 28210

i
Mortgage Service
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CONVERSION TO CHRIST

1^

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Bill Huebsch makes a point during his talks on "Whole Community Catechesis" at St.

Charles Borromeo Church in Morganton March 27.

Catholic author

discusses whole

community catechesis
BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH

CORRESPONDENT

MORGANTON — Conversion:

ailing in love — with Jesus. Imagine

^our parish so on fire with the love of

hrist that it permeates everything ev-

ryone does.

Catholic author and catechist Bill

iuebsch talked about conversion as the

joal of "Whole Community Catechesis"

it St. Charles Borromeo Church March
7. Some 84 people from 26 parishes

attended the daylong program.

The 1997 edition of the "Catechism

of the Catholic Church" defines

catechesis as, "education of children,

young people, and adults in the faith of

the Church through the teaching of

Christian doctrine in an organic and

systematic way to make them disciples

of Jesus Christ."

"Oh, yes, we talk about Christ in our

classes and pray in our prayer corners,

and try to help our students understand

iNow Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers?

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, li^it housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
7()4 549 4010

{4fto^ Angels.^'
E-mail us at Jiil.Stewai1@VisitingAngels.com

how Christ is in the church," Huebsch

said, "but knowing about Christ and

actually meeting Christ are two very

different things, according to tlie GDC."
Evangelization, he said, means fall-

ing in love with Christ and turning your

heart to him.

Heubsch's books include, "The Gen-
eral Directory for Catechesis in Plain

English: A Summary and Commentary"

(2001), "Whole Community Catechesis

in Plain English" (2002) and "Hand-
book for Success in Whole Family
Catechesis" (2004).

The term "whole community
catechesis" comes from GDC paragraph

254:

"The Christian community is the

origin, locus and goal of catechesis. Proc-

lamation of the Gospel always begins

with the Christian community and in-

vites man to conversion and the follow-

ing of Christ. It is the same community
that welcomes those who wish to know
the Lord better and permeate them-

selves with a new life."

"Conversion precedes catechesis,

Huebsch said.

What is conversion?

"It's an encounter with Christ that

leads to a deeper life in the Church,"

Huebsch said. "Being a Catholic is not

joining a club. It's an ongoing process of

being initiated into a community of

Christ. Eucharist is a sacrament of ini-

tiation. You're initiated every week. Ev-

ery time you receive Eucharist it's an-

other conversion."

When you have that encounter with

Christ, Huebsch said, "you have a supple

sense of self you let the Spirit take you a

little more, you reach out more sponta-

neously to people, without embarrass-

ment. You have flexibility with others.

Love, rather than principles, is what
matters. You have greater generosity

toward others and endless patience with

others as they sort out their lives."

He pointed out that, often, conver-

sion doesn't happen, because American

Catholic religious education fi-equently

takes place in • a "schoolhouse frame-

work" in which attendees learn about

Christ, but never become immersed in

Christ. Confirmation is often seen as

"graduation" from religious education.

•gan ic

[Stems
LLC

Calj 7<M->54-?7Z7 today

W<! c^fc foryour environment nabiratly!

"Confirmation becomes not a sacra-

ment of initiation but a sacrament of

termination," Hueb.sch said.

Whole community catechesis, how-
ever, is built on four "planks."

"The first plank ... is that, in whole

community catechesis, the total parish is

involved in learning and sharing the

faith," Huebsch said. "Every Christian of

every age in the parish is involved, not

just children. ... Whole community
catechesis provides a framework within

which such parishwide faith sharing

happens every week, year in and year

out."

One way to do this, he said, is to

have a weekly question based on the

Sunday readings. For instance, "When
you heard the beatitudes today, which

one really touched you?"

Huebsch said the most profound

way to "help yourself remain in a process

of turning your heart to Christ over and

over" and to "help others experience last-

ing Christian conversion" is through

faith sharing "within our programs and

throughout our parishes."

The second plank is the buUding of

households of faith — 50 percent of

catechetical activity should involve

building such households.

"The household is the context in

which whatever we teach in religious

education class becomes the stuff of real,

everyday life," Huebsch said.

Thus, Plank No. 3 — education —
is for everyone.

Parents don't drop off their children

for "CCD," they participate with them in

"catechetical assemblies." Each child

(first to eighth grade) has a sponsor,

usually one or both parents, who attends

religious education with the child. The
sponsor does not have to be Catholic.

High school students have sponsors

who are not their parents.

"The fourth plank of whole commu-
nity catechesis is that it is more like a

movement within the parish than a pro-

gram," Huebsch said.

"It's a movement of the Spirit of

Jesus in the world," he said. "It's a move-

ment within our own hearts. ... To be-

come a Christian, in short, is to join a

movement, not a club. It's an unending

process of announcing the Good News
and assisting folks to live by it."

Whole community catechesis can

radically change a parish, Huebsch said.

For the parishes that adopt a pro-

gram of conversion and evangelization,

Huebsch said, "there's a fire in those par-

ishes and that fire is what the Holy Fa-

ther is trying to light in the whole

church."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or e-

mailjnell@4net.net.

KTC Transportation Co. inc

CALL 704-532-7605

SUPERSTAR
Coach Systems

Convention Services

Airport

Hotel

City Tours
Croups

Long & Short Tours
Beach vacations

Games
Sports
Special Events

Fax 704-532-7661 www.ktctransportation.com
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SPARK OF KNOWLEDGE more difficult than if they had taken a

written test.

In addition, if a student said that a

true-or-false statement was false, they

had to explain what would make the

statement true.

The competitors had studied about

-MX) questions incorporating chemistry,

math and history, said Sister Nagle.

They even devoted two Sunday after-

noons to prepare for the bo^vl, practicing

their response time and grammar.

"How they presented themselves

was an important part of the bowl," she

said. 'This is our main academic compe-
tition."

Wlien the team from St. Ann School

reached the final round, they called the

school to ask for prayers.

St. Ann School's first place win
awarded them with $500 and the John
W. Knowles Award, a silver bowl en-

graved with the school's name, along

with individual trophies for each team
member. The award is named in honor
of Mecklenburg County's longtime
fire marshal, who retired in 1998.

The 2004 Fire & Life Safety Bowl
was presented by the Mecklenburg
County Fire Marshal's Office, Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg Schools and other

sponsors. In addition to teaching stu-

dents about fire and life safety, the

Fire Marshal's Office hopes they will

share their knowledge with their

friends, family and community and
help make Mecklenburg County a

safer place.

Courtesy Photo

Members of the 2004 Fire Bowl team from St. Ann School show off their first-place

trophies. The fifth-graders competed in a seven-round, single-elimlnation quiz bowl

answering questions about fire and life safety March 17.

St. Ann School

students win Fire and

Life Safety Bowl
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— What is the best

way to put out an electrical fire? What
three elements are needed to ignite a fire?

These are the types of questions St.

Ann School students answered to win

the first place prize in the 26th Annual
Fire & Life Safety Bowl. The quiz contest

is designed to educate students across

Mecklenburg County about fire and life

safety.

Fourth- and fifth-grade students

from 32 public and private schools in

Mecklenburg County took part in the

competition at the Oasis Shrine Temple
in Charlotte March 17. St. Ann School

has competed for the past five years. In

three of the previous competitions, they

won second place.

The team from St. Ann School con-

sisted of Gina Federal, Nicole Eagle,

Grace Cahill, Sloane Phillips and Tim
Wahl, coached by Diane "Troy. Cahill

Serving the Carolinas
for more than 23 years!

Special Cards, religious articles,
Unique Gifts

— 0\RPUNA CATHOLIC ~
_ BOOKSHOPPE _

I' 'I

704.342-2878
Fax (704) 334-33 1 3
44 1 0F Monroe Road,
Charlotte, 28205

WE WELCOME MAIL ORDERS
AND SPECIAL ORDERS!

MOh4-FRl 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

WWW.CAROLINACATHOLlCBOOKS.COM

was named most valuable player.

Students had to buzz in. Jeop-

ardy-style, to answer questions, said

Sister Helene Nagle, a Sister of St. Jo-

seph and principal of St. Ann School.

This aspect made the competition

Lunch and love

First-graders at St. Ann School

in Charlotte continued their

Lenten good works by making

lunches for homeless persons at

the Urban Ministry Center in

Charlotte March 16. The

students made a total of 200
lunches, each containing two

sandwiches, cookies, carrots

and an apple. The first-graders

are also collecting gently used

books for the Thompson Child

Development Center.

Courtesy Photo by Lisa Hortoi

Do You Need Healing]
......][-lAMi.^-,...i^..Q..MJ^,,^£^^^^ . .

^^^^^ ^^i^^ L^l.^^!^'^.^..{.1^.^^ .„...
The Lourdes

Healing Rosary

This stunning sacramental

is perfect for use in your privatt

devotions... or as a great gift

for someone special.

• Heart-shaped beads

with blue pearl finish.

• Centerpiece medal contains

healing waters from the

Lourdes Grotto in France.

• Finely etched silver-

tone CTUCifix.

• Blessed by the Discaked

Carmelite Friars.

You way request the Lourdes Kosary

withyour,i^ift of$12 or more in support of
Discalced Carmelite ministries.

If you or someone you care about needs healing,

be it physical, emotional, or spiritual, take comfort in the

healing power of prayer. Please join the Discalced

Carmelites in our devotions for Health and Healing.

We will remember your special intentions in a

Novena .of Masses for Health and Healing beginning May 23

and our special Mass for Healing on May 23.

Please include my intentions in your Health and Healing devotions beginning May 23.

I am enclosing a gift of $ in support of Discalced Carmelite ministries.

Blessed Lourdes Healing Rosaty(ies)."1 My gift is $ 12 or more. Please send me

Please note.- Che suggested offering is $12for each Rosary requested. You must

check box to receive item.

My Intentions

Name

Address

City

Phone

.State

Email

Zip

HOLY HILL

We're pleased to acceptyour offering in thefonn ofcash, check, or money order.

Please makeyour check or money order payable to the Discalced Carmelite Friars.

PleaseJill out thisform completely and mail to:

Disc.\LCED C.^R-MELrre Frurs • c/o Health and He.-\ung Devohons

1525 CarmfxRoap • Hubertos. WT 53033-9407 • (262) 628-1838
DC132CNH-{
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SKIPPING TO A DIFFERENT BEAT

Jeff Kinlaw (left), physical education teacher at Our Lady of Grace School, and

representatives from each class present a $3,000 check to Jeff McPherson of the

American Red Cross Feb. 25.

OLG students jump rope

for healthy hearts
GREENSBORO — Through their

physical education classes, students at

Our Lady of Grace School helped raise

money for the American Heart Associa-

tion by joining in with children from

across the coiintry in the annual Jump
Rope for the Heart.

Jeff Kinlaw, physical education

teacher at Our Lady of Grace School,

coordinated the jump-roping
fundraiser with a representative of

the American Heart Association that

was held during all gym classes the

week of Feb. 16.

The students raised more than

$3,000. A check was presented to Jeff

McPherson of the American Red
Cross Feb. 25.

THERE AND BACK AGAIN

ONE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faiOi, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"An inspiration! Last Kiss' is a powerful novel that explores the human heart

and brings to light those in our lives who mean so much. Staley's lender lool<

at Hie has the power to restore our faith in both God and man.

"

—Msgr. John J. McSweeney, Pastor, St. Matthew Catholic Church. Charlotte

To order, mail check or money order (no credit cards) to:

Pilgrim Publisbittg. P0 Box 49544, Cluirlotte, SC28277

$13.95
plus $2,50 shsppirtg

St.Rtrick

^thedra.

The Vet y Rev, Pan! C.ai v Rev. Mr. Nicholas Fadero

Rector Deacon

Rev. Lawrence LoMonaco Rev. Mr. Carlos Medina
Parochial Vimr Deacon

HOLYWEEK SCHEDULE
Holy Tuesday, April 6, 1 lam

Chrism Mass; Blessing of the Holy Oils

Bishop PeterJ. Jugis, celebrant

Holy Thursday, April 8, 7:30 pm
Mass of the Lord's Supper

Bishop Peter
J. Jugis, celebrant

Good Friday, April 9, 3pm
Stations of the Cross

Good Friday, April 9, 7:30 pm
Sacred Liturgv' and Veneration of the Cross

Bi.shop Peter J. Jugis, celebrant

Holy Saturday, April 10, 8:30 pm
Easter Vigil Mass '

Bishop Peter
J. Jugis, celebrant

Easter Sunday Masses

8 am, 9:30 am

11 am, Bishop PeterJ.Jugis, celebiant

12:30 pm

1621 l^lmmlt R<m<1 Hast

Ohirloiw. \C 28203 (704) i.U-22^3
Visit our Weh site at wwu'.stpatricks.or'^

OLG students go

multicultural
GREENSBORO — Kindergarten

through eighth-grade students at Our
Lady of Grace School "traveled" to many
countries during the annual

Multicultural Day March 11.

Each grade studied a specific

country and its culture and prepared

its classroom by making crafts and

food native to the particular country

of study.

Then the students packed brown
paper bag "suitcases" and wore "pass-

ports" around their necks to visit each

country. As they entered the doorway of

a particular country, their passports

were stamped to log their travels.

This year, kindergarten students

learned about China and crafted Chinese

dragons for their visitors. First-graders

learned about Egypt, studying hiero-

glyphics, the Sphinx and camels. Visi-

tors to Egypt sampled various fruits,

two types of puddings and hummus on

pita bread.

Second-graders focused on En-
gland, making kingly crowns for their

heads and enjoying a British tea party,

complete with special teacups and
scones, as well as Beatles music.

Third-grades learned about Argen-

tina, and many students came dressed as

Argentine cowboys and cowgirls. They
made gaucho belts and sampled an

Argentinean peach drink.

AFRIC

Courtesy Photo

Kindergarteners at Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro travel from "Cliina" to

"Egypt" during the school's annual Multicultural Day March 11.

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship '^^^rxOITlC
• Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping ^VictP' Qrl
• Meal preparation * Medication reminders XllblCd.vi

SENIOR CARt»

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

704-344-0801 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated.

DON'T PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!

!

125,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOVR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too!
,

Catholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now! MEWS «ERALD
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Bishop meets pope
VISITS, from page 1

svvered any questions the pope may have.

Bishop Jugis met with the pope in a

hbrary of the apostolic palace in the

Vatican. Bishop Jugis said the room was
very close to the familiar balcony room
from which the pope often addresses

crowds gathered in St. Peter's Square.

The first thing the pope wanted to

know about was the status of vocations

to the priesthood and the consecrated

religious life of sisterhood.

"I was really proud to tell him
that we have 16 seminarians study-

ing for the priesthood and that we are

getting ready to ordain three men
from the transitional deaconate," said

Bishop Jugis. "He was also very inter-

ested in vocations to the religious life

including the sisterhood. I mentioned
to him that our largest foundation is

the Sisters of Mercy. He was nodding
his head and smiling as I mentioned
the Sisters of Mercy."

The pope then asked the bishop

about the status of ecumenism in the

Diocese of Charlotte. Bishop Jugis de-

scribed his October ordination at St.

Matthew Church in Charlotte, which
was attended by religious leaders from
several denominations. In addition, the

bishop cited the many interfaith meet-

ings and prayer services that routinely

take place in the diocese.

One topic of special interest to

Bishop Jugis, which he had planned to

talk about with the pope, was the warm
reception Catholics in the diocese have

given to the Hispanics now living in

western North Carolina. Wlien describ-

ing the situation, the pope expressed

surprise that so many Mexicans had

come to the diocese.

"I told him that there are many
jDeople moving into our area because of

the job opportunities and the quality of

life," said Bishop Jugis. "I also told him of

the efforts of diocesan priests to minister

to the Latino population."

During the conversation about His-

panic ministry. Pope John Paul and
Bishop Jugis spoke in Spanish, in which

both men are fluent. The other parts of

their conversation were in English.

"Ad limina" visits are held once ev-

ery five years. During 2004, all of the

U.S. bishops will make the trip to Rome
to visit with the pope and to deliver

quinquennial reports — documents that

describe the status of Catholic life in a

diocese. The bishops also visit various

offices of the Roman Curia for discus-

sions about the different needs their dio-

ceses may have.

In addition to the meeting with the

pope, another highlight of the pilgrim-

age is a visit to the tombs of St. Peter and

St. Paul.

According to Bishop Jugis, the

frail physical condition of the 83-year-

old pontiff— who suffers from a neu-

rological disorder, believed to be

Parkinson's disease — did not affect

their conversation.

"He struck me as doing very well

and was very attentive, following very

carefully everything I was saying," said

the bishop. "His physical weakness was
not a hindrance to the conversation and

his desire to know what was happening

in the Diocese of Charlotte."

"I came away from the meeting
awed and humbled. It was a very holy

moment," said Bishop Jugis. "I spent the

afternoon reflecting on our meeting."

Bishop Jugis also felt that the visit

would have a long-term impact on his

ministry.

'The thing that will ajffect me most is

the continued realization of the mystery

of the Church," said Bishop Jugis.

"Christ established this church — it is a

divine institution. The mystery of the

church is the presence of Christ, alive in

mere mortal instruments. The pope is

human, yet his office, his election and

vocation are willed by Christ, the head of

the church."

At press time. Bishop Jugis and
the other bishops were scheduled to

meet with the pope as a group April 2.

The Catholic News & Herald will carry

an account of the meeting it its next

issue.

David Hains is the director ofcommu-

nicationsfor the Diocese ofCharlotte.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

Hear Bishop Peter Jugis' reflections on his

meeting with Pope John Paul II by visiting

the Diocese of Charlotte Web site at

www.charlottediocese.org.

ATENCION JOVENES!
Attention all YOUTH and YOUNG ADULTS!

Join us for

CORPUS CHRISTI CELEBRATION
Saturday, June 12 9:30 am - 6:30 pm

Belmont Abbey College

Celebrate the day with music, prayer,

workshops, lunch as well as a keynote
address and Eucharistic liturgy with
Bishop Peter Jugis.

$10 includes lunch
Transportation available

Register with your parish youth minister or call (704) 370-3243.
Sponsored by diocesan offices serving youth and young adults

Court weighs 'under God'

PLEDGE, from page 1

by a school exercise that refers posi-

tively to the existence of God.
Justice Anthony Kennedy in par-

ticular seemed to struggle with why
Newdow thinks he has the right to

bring the claim that the pledge vio-

lates the Constitution.

He asked Newdow if he had consid-

ered the common sense conclusion that

his daughter would be the subject of a

public outcry if "God" was removed
from the pledge. And, he said, it is a

dispute with which she "probably
doesn't agree."

Newdow said he had addressed that

by keeping his daughter's name off the

case when he filed it and by subse-

quently rephrasing it as an infringement

of his own civil rights. But, as Kennedy
pointed out several times, Newdow's ar-

gument supporting his claim that he has

legal standing to bring the case always

began with a description of his daughter

putting her hand on her heart and recit-

ing the pledge.

Newdow said the words "under

God" are tantamount to the kind of

school-led prayer the court has ruled

unconstitutional in previous cases.

"'Under God' is as religious as you
can get," he said.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg said

"under God" is much less like a prayer

than the first words of the patriotic

song, "God Bless America," which chil-

dren sometimes sing in school.

By comparison, the phrase in the

pledge comes in the middle of something

recited by rote "and the child doesn't

have to say them," Ginsburg said.

"The issue is whether the govern-

ment can put those words in her

mouth" over her father's objections,

Newdow said.

But, as the noncustodial parent,

"you don't have the right" to make that

claim, Ginsburg reminded him.

The girl's mother, Sandra Ban-

ning, said in a brief to the court that

she and her daughter are practicing

Christians who have no objection to

the phrase "one nation under God" in

the pledge.

"On the first day of third grade,

she was the first in her class to volun-

teer to lead the pledge," Banning told

reporters outside the court later.

Attorney Terence Cassidy, argu-

ing on behalf of the school district, told

the court that district policy requires

the pledge to be recited daily in el-

ementary school classrooms as a patri-

otic exercise. And neither Newdow's
daughter nor any other student is re-

quired to say it. A 1948 Supreme
Court ruling in a case brought by
Jehovah's Witnesses, whose beliefs

preclude taking oaths, said students

nationwide may opt out of participat-

ing in the pledge.

Solicitor General Theodore Olson,

arguing in support of the school district,

said Newdow has no legal right to make
the claim of damage on his daughter's

behalf and that the 9th U.S. Circuit

Court of Appeals erred in saying he had

legal standing to make the case.

If the justices do consider the mer-
its of the claim about the pledge itself,

Olson said, he has found opinions by
14 different Supreme Court justices

saying there is a significant difference

between the pledge and other govern-

ment-sponsored religious acts.

"The Pledge of Allegiance is not a

religious exercise," he said.

Justice Stephen Breyer told

Newdow that while the pledge is not

perfect it does a fair job of providing a

unifying patriotic statement that en-

compasses the beliefs of a broad seg-

ment of the populace. "It seems the pur-

pose of unification at the price of offend-

ing a small number of people like you"

is a valid civic exercise, he said.

Only eight of the court's nine jus-

tices heard the case, which could com-
plicate efforts to issue a decisive ruling.

A decision in the case is expected

before the court adjourns for the

summer.

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
PRE K TO 8TH GRADE

St. Michael Catholic School in Gary, NO is seeking an energetic principal

to lead our four-year-old, state of the art, Pre K through eighth grade

elementary school. Gary is located near the renowned Research Triangle

Park and the major university cities of Raleigh, Durham and Ghapel Hill.

The successful candidate will be a practicing Catholic and currently

principal of a Catholic elementary school with at least three years

experience and with at least five years of teaching experience in Catholic

elementary schools. Must have at least a master's degree and be

eligible for a North Carolina license. Academic focus, caliber of student

body and emphasis on use of current technology demands high

proficiency in use of computers in an elementary school environment.

Compensation will include salary commensurate with experience, and

an excellent benefits package.

So if you are seeking a Catholic parish and school environment where

you can lead, nurture and challenge, please submit your resume, with

salary requirements, to: Principal Search Committee, St. Michael the

Archangel Catholic Church, 804 High House Road, Gary, NC 27513.

Or by email to: principalsearch@stmichaelcary.org. The closing

date for receiving resumes is April 23, 2004.
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Comejoin usfor the

Heritage Pilgrimage to

Washington, DC and Baltimore, MD
April 30 - May 2

sponsored by the

African American Affairs Ministry

ofthe Diocese ofCharlotte

Highlighting visits to:

National Shrine ofthe Immaculate Conception

Great Blacks in Wax Museum

St. Francis Xavier Church

Oblate Sisters ofProvidence motherhouse

Inner Harbor ofBaltimore - shopping, dining, touring

ITINERARY:

Friday, April 30

3 pm - leave Charlotte via deluxe motor coach

5 pm - leave Winston-Salem via deluxe motor coach overnight in Baltimore

Saturday, May 1

Morning: National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, largest Catholic

Church in US and 6th largest in the world - 60 chapels and oratories

representing the multi-ethnic community comprising the universal church

Afternoon: Great Blacks in Wax Museum, Baltimore - over 1 00 wax figures and

scenes. Established 1983.

Evening: Inner Harbor, Baltimore - dining, shopping, touring.

Sunday, May 2

Morning: Mas.s at St. Francis Xavier Church, Baltimore, oldest black parish in

US, established 1793

Afternoon: Oblate Sisters of Providence Motherhouse and novidate, oldest order

of Black nuns in US, established in 1829.

Returning to Winston-Salem and Charlotte late Sunday night.

COST AND REGISTRATION:

All costs include: transportation, motel, tours and meals specified below:*

Single room: $250 per person

Double room: $ 1 60 per person

Triple room: $135 per person

Quad room; $110 per person

Meab include continental breakfasts, box meal Friday and dinner Sunday.

To register, send:

1. name, address and phone number of each registrant

2. number of motel rooms and every person's name for each room

t 3. type of motel rooms (single, double, etc.)

4. TOTAL COST for ALL registrants

Deadlinefor registration with TOTAL PAYMENT: WED.. APRIL 21.

Send to: Deacon Curtiss P. Todd

Diocese of Charlotte

1123 S. Church St.

Charlotte, NC 28203

(704) 370-3339
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

In new book, pope

describes confrontations

with communist autliorities
BY JOHN THAVIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME — In a soon-to-be-pub-

lished book about his 20 years as a

bishop in Poland, Pope John Paul II

tells of almost daily confrontations

with communist authorities and de-

scribes his efforts to adopt a new and

more open style of pastoral ministry.

The book, a 200-page personal

reflection written last year, will be

published in Italian May 18, the

pope's 84th birthday. Its probable

English title will be, "Get Up, Let Us
Go," a phrase taken from the Gospel

CNS FILE PHOTO

As bishop of Krakow in the 1960s,

Karol Wojtyla, the future Pope John

Paul II, was a prolific writer. In a

soon-to-be-published book about

his years as bishop, the pontiff de-

scribes his confrontations with

Poland's communist government

and his efforts to create a new style

of ministry.

account of Christ's last encounter

with his Apostles.

Joaquin Navarro-Valls, Vatican

spokesman, said the pope, in an intro-

duction, describes the work as a col-

lection of "memories and reflections"

rather than a chronological account.

It begins in 1958, when he learned

about his episcopal appointment dur-

ing a canoe trip in the Polish moun-
tains, and covers the period up to his

election as pope in 1978.

Navarro-Valls said the new book is

sprinkled with personal details and hu-

mor. The revelations are sometimes

simple: "I've always like to sing," the

pontiff mentions at one point.

"I think the pope made a special

effort to write in a way that could be

understood by the greatest number of

people," the papal spokesman said.

Gian Arturo Ferrari, director-

general of Mondadori publishing

house's book division, said the pope

offers an inside look at some of his

many conflicts with officials of the

Polish regime.

"It's not an analysis of commu-

nism, but a description of a daily con-

frontation with the communist au-

thorities. It was a very combative

situation," Ferrari said.

The pope also describes his efforts

to evangelize among Polish intellec-

tuals, his friendships during those

years, and his attempt to adopt an

"open-door" policy at his episcopal

residence, so that he would be acces-

sible to people from all walks of life.

The pope completed the work in

Polish between March and August of

last year, dictating to an aide. The
Italian version is completed; the

Vatican is finishing the work on
translations in English, French, Ger-

man and Spanish.

Ferrari said it was uncertain

whether the English edition would be

ready by the May 18 Italian publica-

tion date. He said Mondadori had en-

gaged an agent to find a U.S. pub-

lisher, and similar efforts were being

made in other countries.

A portion of the earnings from the

book was to go to a special fund to be

used for charitable causes at the

pope's discretion.

Navarro-Valls said he doubted

this would be the pope's last big liter-

ary work.

He said that for years the pope

had been thinking of a new autobio-

graphical volume on his career as a

bishop, but did not have time to write

it until 2003. He also was prompted

by two anniversaries that year — the

45th anniversary of his ordination- as

a bishop and the 25th anniversary of

his election as pope.

C
C

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Chnrlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Di rector

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: APRIL 11, 2004

April 11, Easter Sunday

Cycle C Readings:

1) Acts 10:34a, 37-43

Psalm 118:1-2, 16ab-17, 22-23

2) Colossians 3:1-4

3) Gospel: John 20:1-9

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Some of the best family vacations

we've ever taken have been the van trips

that started in the dark at 5 a.m. — the

children still foggy with sleep, curled up

on the back seats under their blankets

while my husband and I greeted a clean

windshield and the open road.

While the early departure- time

ostensibly gave us a jump-start on

the many miles we needed to travel

before nightfall, I always liked begin-

ning the journey with a quiet van and

the promise of sunrise. It always

came — the misty gray horizon giv-

ing way, little by little, to purples,

pinks and finally a sliver of pale yel-

low light — heralding the dawn of

long-awaited relaxation and family

adventures around the next bend of

the road.

I think of Mary of Magdala ris-

ing from sleep on that first Easter

morning, physically and emotionally

drained from the events of the previ-

ous days, stumbling through dewy

grass and dusty gravel to fulfill

practical mission. Setting out while it

was still dark, she expected to find a

dead body and was shocked to find

empty tomb.
'

In John's Gospel, she and the dis-

ciples were greeted by a resurrectiofi

sunrise that at first brought a mix-

ture of dismay, puzzlement and, only

gradually, the dawn of faith.

There is something about th«

slow, steady progress of daybreali

that offers a wonderful metaphor few

the discovery of the risen Lord in our

lives. Many times we set out stum-

bling in the darkness, intent upon out

goals and tasks, drained of hope, ex-

pecting to find something predictablt

and coming up empty.

Nevertheless, resurrection always

comes— not in blinding flashes ol

light, but more often as a gradual

unfolding of radiance that illuminates

dark corners and creates hope.

Those sunrise experiences sustair

us, but they also compel us to tell

others about the life just around tllf

bend that, as St. Paul writes, is "hlA

den with Christ in God."

I
Questions:

How has your observance of Leir

prepared you for a "sunrise experi-

ence" at Easter? In what aspect o

your life do you expect to find thi

resurrection light of Jesus unfoldin
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WEEKLY SCm?TmE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 4 - APRIL 10

Sunday (Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion), Luke 19:28-40, Isaiah 50:4-7, Philippians 2:6-11

Luke 22:14-23:56; Monday (Monday of Holy Week), Isaiah 42:1-7, John 12:1-11; Tuesday (Tues|

day of Holy Week), Isaiah 49:1-6, John 13:21-33, 36-38; Wednesday (Wednesday of Hoi:

Week), Isaiah 50:4-9, Matthew 26:14-25; Thursday (Holy Thursday), Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14,

Corinthians 11:23-26, John 13:1-15; Friday (Good Friday), Isaiah 52:13-53:12, Hebrews 4:14-1(1

5:7-9, John 18:1-19:42; Saturday (Easter Vigil), Exodus 14:15-15:1, Psalm 118:1-2, 16-23, LukI

24:1-12

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 11 - APRIL 17

Sunday (The Resurrection of the Lord), Acts 10:34, 37-43, 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, John 20:1

Monday (Easter Monday), Acts 2:14, 22-33, Matthew 28:8-15; Tuesday (Easter Tuesday), Ai

2:36-41, John 20:11-18; Wednesday (Easter Wednesday), Acts 3:1-10, Luke 24:13-35; Thursda

(Easter Thursday), Acts 3: 1 1 -26, Luke 24:35-48; Friday (Easter Friday), Acts 4:1-12, John 21:1 -1j

Saturday (Easter Saturday), Acts 4:13-21, Mark 16:9-15

I
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Consolidate

Hisli-^terest

100% Financing

Progrwns

Low interest

g Interest-only

Proorams

PRlMi: RAFF TOR LIFE

Interest R:ile: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TiTKm COMPARISON:

No Pavment
unta

ttav 20041

NO
out-of Pocket

Closing costs

Rate Current Payment

S200,00() 6.50% $1,264.14

McKtgage Rate NEW PAYMENT

1200.000 3.75% $625 !!!!

/ 'II help yiru realiteyour ftom ownership dreanvs.

1^ *Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

is I'liiiK- (1%). mimi> l/'l'/i. IWM'd on 80';l ol lr,w l.TV, Subjtci lo iiii<l<-rwiil'm>> condttiuiis.
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College students Invited to

enter video contest

$6,500 in prizes and airtime on television series

NEW YORK— Attention all col-

lege campuses!

The Christophers have an-

nounced their 17th Annual Video

Contest for College Students. The
contest includes cash awards of

$3,000, $2,000 and $1,000 for the

top three entries and five honorable

mention prizes of $100 each.

The top winners also will have

their work featured on the syndicated

television program, "Christopher

Closeup," which is broadcast on more
than 100 outlets throughout the

United States and in more than 150

foreign countries via the Armed
Forces Network.

To enter, students should inter-

pret the theme, "One Person Can
Make a Difference." Past winners
have used a variety of styles and
genres including drama, comedy,
documentary, news format, music
video and animation.

"In these troubled times, it's im-

portant to listen to and encourage the

idealism and enthusiasm of these stu-

dents," said Dennis Heaney, president

ofThe Christophers. "More than ever,

the world will be shaped by their

positive and creative vision."

Entries must be created using

film or video; must be submitted only

in NTSC format on standard, full-

sized VHS tape; and must be five

minutes or less in length. The contest

is open to all currently enrolled col-

lege students, on both the under-

graduate and graduate levels. Stu-

dents may enter more than once, but

an official entry form must accom-
pany each video.

The deadline for entries is June

11, 2004.

WANT AN ENTRY FORM?
Official entry forms are available by writing

to College Video Contest, The

Christophers, 12 East 48th Street, New
York, NY 10017; by calling (212) 759-

4050; or by visiting www.christophers.org/

contest.htm.

SCNIORS'
SPRING FUNG

S\iomom\ by CSS Ekkr KMnhirics

Two dates and locations to choose from!
9 - 3:30 (coffee and danish from 9 - 9:45)

Thurs., April 22nd - St. Mark, Huntersvilie

Deadline: April 13th

Thurs., May 13th - St. Aloysius, Hickory

Deadline: May 5th

TT

-J

Your day will be filled with fellowship.

Mass, lunch with friends, Tai Chi and yoga,
line dancing, crafts, bingo, door prizes and morel

Call Sandra Breakfield (704) 370-3220

Cost: $10 includes lunch. Limited space available.

Register NOW!

The cows are

coming ^Home

CNS PHOTO FROM BUENA ViSTA PiaURES

Cows Maggie, Mrs. Caloway and Grace star in the animated feature "Home on

the Range," a family-friendly adventure in which the cows decide to capture a

notorious desperado for the reward money to save their beloved dairy farm

from the auction blocl<. The film turns the traditional Western on its horns in

telling a rip-roaring cowboy yarn about teamwork and camaraderie, resulting

in a barnyard full of fun for moo-viegoers of all ages. Some brief mild rude

humor and innuendo, as well as some cartoon violence. The USCCB Office for

Film & Broadcasting classification is A-ll — adults and adolescents. The Motion

Picture Association of America rating is PG — parental guidance suggested.

Co •t

FOR THE FAMILY!

St Michael's Cathedral Choir School Concert

at St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Hearthe beatilihil voices of this premier 102-voice boys' choirfrom

TofOflto, Canada who travel annually to share theirtalents in sacred,

classical and folk music. - A MUSICAL TREAT FOR ALL TO ENJOYf

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 4 PM
Tickete: $10 (under 18, FREE)

Infomiation: 704-334-2283, Ext 22

1621 Dilworth Road East, Charlotte

Cathouc
SOCIAl

1123 South Church Si,

Charlottp, NC 2820 !

www.csiiR.org

Executive Director;

Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227
Refugee Office:

Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930
justice & Peace:

Joe Purello(704) 370-3225
Special Ministries:

Gerard A. Carter (704) 370-3250

Charlotte Region: 1 1 23 South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203
Area Director: Ceri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801
Area Director: Sister Marie Frechette (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 62 1 W. Second Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27108
Area Director: David Harold (336) 727-070^
Greensboro Satellite Office: (336) 274-5577
High Point Hispanic Center: (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte. NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas



12 The Catholic News & Herald

CULTURE WATCH
April 2, 2004

Exemplifying the

hands of Christ

Photo bv Kevin E. Murray

Former North Carolina Governor James Martin watches as Msgr. Mauricio W. West,

vicar general and chancellor of the Diocese of Charlotte, accepts his humanitarian

award during the 33rd Annual National Conference for Community and Justice

Humanitarian Awards dinner at the Westin Hotel in Charlotte March 30. Other

honorees included Leon and Sandra Levine, founders of Family Dollar Stores, and

Kike Aluko, a junior at Charlotte Latin School.

Classifieds hours available. Car needed. Home Instead Se-

nior Care. Call 704-344-9739.

EMPLOYMENT FOR SALE

CAREGIVERS: CAREGiving is a Joy! Join us

in making a difference in the lives of the elderly.

Non-medical companionship and home care.

Flexible, part-time, day, evening and weekend

CATHOLIC BOOKSTORE: Operating almost

IS years. For information call 336-760-1673.

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkin.son {7CH) 845-1416.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeericl<@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NO 28203,

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence BlvcL, Charlotte

(704) 537-S336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection W

Driverswanted

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing Could Be Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

The Passion

ACROSS
I Concise

6 Hudson's Day

II Seaport capital

12 Begin surgery

14 Shade tree

15 Rap artist

17 Simpson's character

18 Sunshine St.

19 Betrayer

20 Barnum

21 Shal<espearean villain

24 of roses

25 Orchestra header term

27 Useless information

29 First attempt

31 Papal name

32 Mimic

33 Athens' last king

36 French province

39 Israel seaport

40 When he said to them," ,"they

tumed away and fell to the ground. (John

18:6)

42 Poem

43 Charles' ex

44 Son of Mary

46 Sun god

47 Latin greeting

49 Lively

50 Vietnamese New Year

51 Live

53 Flammable gas

55 Pittsburgh metal

56 "To own self be true."

DOWN
1 Column

2 Belief

3 Eliot

4 Muslim pilgrimage (var)

5 African ethnic group

6 Poe poem "El
"

7 Unshuts (arch.)

8 Adrop of golden sun?

9 " Gada Davida" (Iron Butterfly)

10 It may be Last

11 Belong

13 Silly

16 HST successor

22 Comedienne Radner

23 In the open

25 Cola company

26 Lieu

28 Promissory note

30 Loki's mother

33 Biblical tree

34 Mount of

35 "Dirty Harry" director

36 Talisman

37 Cross helper's nationality

38 Exalt

41 " Lay Dying" (Faulkner)

44 Green gem

45 Cain's brother

48 Great ending

50 Bronze

52 Thatis(abbr.)

54 Greeting

Your Child's Education...

You DO Have a Clioice!

We offer:

Grades K-5

Small class size

Foreign languages, music & art

A classical curriculum with

emphasis on traditional Catholic

teachings

Affordable tuition

****************************************

We welcome allfamilies who wantan

academic& spiritualeducation In an

envlmnment thatpromotes learningand

fonnatlon of virtue and character.
Centered on Christ

Focused on Excellence
iHt*ie**if*ie**ie*itit***ieir**ie*it*******ie*ieie*ie*ie

Call nowto guarantee your child's enrollment . Space Is limited!

704-841-2292

Visit us on the web at/ www.bfessedsacramentacademy.org

Conveniently located behind Windsor Square in Matthews, NC'with easy access from 1-485

A private academy independent of Charlotte diocesan schools.

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!



April 2, 2004

FIGHTING FOR LIFE

The Catholic News & Herald 13

Senate passes Unborn

Victims of Violence Act

VICTIMS, from page 1

disappeared in December 2002; Laci

and Conner's bodies were found the fol-

lowing April.

Under the law, anyone who harms a

woman's unborn child while commit-

ting a federal crime, such as assaulting

the woman on federal property, commits

a distinct crime against the child in ad-

dition to the crime against the woman.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif , lost

by a 50-49 vote on her attempt to re-

place the measure with a "single victim"

substitute bill which would have elimi-

nated language defining an unborn child

as "a member of the species homo sapi-

ens, at any stage of development, who is

carried in the womb."

Her substitute proposal would have

increased penalties for an attack on a

pregnant woman by adding a second

charge of harm to the pregnancy, avoid-

mg any mention of a second victim.

Although the legislation adopted

specifically excludes any application to

voluntary abortion, Feinstein called it

"the first strike against all abortion in the

United States."

"It is encouraging that our federal leg-

islators moved in a positive direction re-

garding the sanctity of life," said Maggi
Nadol, director ofthe Diocese ofCharlotte's

Respect Life Office. "With the passage of

the Unborn Victims of Violence Act, un-

born chUdren are given a small voice that

has been silenced for so long."

"I encourage all Catholics and all

people of good will to continue to pray

for even more legal safeguards for the

protection of life of the unborn," said

Bishop Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte.

The week before the Senate vote.

Cardinal William H. Keeler of Baltimore,

chairman of the bishops' Committee on

Pro-Life Activities, urged passage of the

bill.

"This bill simply ensures that both

mother and child are protected from vio-

lent assault and murder," he said.

Ruse, responding to attacks on the

legislation by supporters of legal abor-

tion, said, "We are grateful to the Senate

for ignoring the offensive claims of the

abortion lobby and its allies in Congress.

Abortion activists may recoil fi-om the

acknowledgment of a child's existence

before birth, but their efforts to erase the

child as a second victim in a violent

crime are an insult to all women and

families who have lost a loved one to

violence."

Maggie Gray, president of the Na-

tional Council of Catholic Women, said

passage of the new legislation "closes a

justice gap' for unborn children by rec-

ognizing their injuries and providing

legal redress."

Father Frank Pavone, national di-

rector of Priests for Life, said the Senate

vote "is another sign that our legal system

is experiencing a new moment of aware-

ness in regard to the unborn chUd."

The American Life League said it

was encouraged that 61 senators were

"willing to publicly state that a preborn

baby is a human being." But the league

said it could not support the language of

the new legislation because "this law has

a clearly stated exception for abortion,"

perpetuating "the lie that some preborn

babies' rights are worth defending and

others are not."

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed^ to

this story.

^ipiliiSinitllliK!
Leadership Trainingfor

Lay Leaders and Volunteers

PARTI: KEEPING THE
SPARK ALIVE

• Motivating Volunteers

• Avoiding Burnout
• Time Management
• Pastoral Collaboration

PART II: UNITY IN DIVERSITY
• Communicating with Compassion
• Collaborating with Consideration:

Dealing with Differences

• Christian Conflict Resolution

• The Cultural Challenge

Saturday, May 1

9:30AM - 4 PM
St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church
2715 Horse Pen Creek Road
Greensboro

Sponsored by the Diocesan Education Vicariate

Information and registration (704) 370-3244

PLEDGES AND PRAYERS

Msgr. Anthony Marcaccio, pastor of St. Pius X Church in Grensboro, explains the

adoption pledge certificate that the St. Pius X School students signed as a reminder

to pray over the next nine months for unborn children in danger of abortion.

Prayer cards let students

spiritually adopt unborn

children
By rev. MR. GERALD POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

GREENSBORO — The day was

very special, said sixth-grader Matthew
Bednar.

"Because this is the day (the angel)

Gabriel came to Mary and said she

would have a son," said Bednar, a stu-

dent at St. Pius X School. "Yesterday, I

adopted an unborn child nained Joseph.

Someday I hope to meet him on earth or

in heaven."

That special day to which Bednar

referred was celebration of the feast of

the Annunciation of the Lord, celebrated

March 25 this year. Msgr. Anthony J.

Marcaccio, pastor of St. Pius X Church,

incorporated the feast with the celebra-

tion of life.

Msgr. Marcaccio wrote out a prayer

pledge for the spiritual adoption of an

unborn baby who is in danger of being

aborted. Students wrote the names of

unborn children they spiritually

adopted on the card. They then signed a

pledge saying that they would pray for

that baby for the next nine months, in

the hope that abortion would not be an

option for the mothers.

The pledges were gathered and pre-

sented to Msgr. Marcaccio during the

offertory at Mass March 25.

"The pledges wUl now be embossed

with the church seal and will then be

redistributed to the children to be placed

(possibly in a fraine) ... in a prominent

location in their homes to remind them

of their pledges to pray for the unborn

chUdren tliey had just agreed to adopt

and pray for," said Mark Akerman,
principal of Pius X school.

Akerman said many of the students

used their own middle names in choos-

ing the names of unborn children, which

made the pledges more personal.

"I liked being able to choose a name
for the baby. I think this was a good

experience," said sixth-grader Tommy
Flannery. "Yesterday, I adopted an un-

born child. I named him Frank. I will be

praying for him every night."

During his homily Msgr. Marcaccio

reminded the students that nine months

from that day would be Christinas Day,

and that they pledged to pray for little

babies to be born and see the light of day.

"Some people don't believe this," said

Msgr. Marcaccio. "We know that the

spirit of God is with that child. God
loves that child."

During his March 24 weekly gen-

eral audience, Pope John Paul II spoke of

the feast of the Annunciation of the Lx)rd,

and told several thousand pilgrims

gathered in St. Peter's Square that

Mary's acceptance to take part in the

Incarnation "opened the doors to the

fulfillment of God's salvific plan for the

redemption of all men and women."

At St. Pius X Church, sixth-grader

Melissa Medina said the Annunciation

was special because "if Mary hadn't ac-

cepted the baby, Jesus would never have

been born and we wouldn't have free-

dom today."

"That's kind of like me accepting the

baby that I adopted just today," she said.

"I wUl try to keep this unborn baby in all

of my prayers."

At the end of Mass, Jennifer

Spillane, a junior at Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School in

Kernersville, told of her participation in

the March for Life in Washington, D.C.,

Jan. 31, where thousands of youth

gathered to celebrate life and protest

the U.S. Supreme Court's decision that

legalized abortion 31 years ago.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Organizing for justice and

social change
"Never, never do for others what

they can do for tliemselves." This is the

"Iron Rule" of the Industrial Areas

Foundation.

The what foundation?

OK, it is not the greatest label that

might have been chosen back in 1 940 by

Saul Alinsky to name his new Chicago-

based organization working for change

in neighborhoods affected by industrial

growth.

Saul Alinsky?

Although his is no longer a house-

hold name, Alinsky earned a place in

history as a famous agent of change and

master community organizer.

A community organizer?

This is a practical, street-smart pro-

fessional who believes and puts into ac-

tion Alinsky's conviction that "change

means movement; movement means
friction; friction means heat; heat means
controversy."

A community organizer's idea of a

community organization is one that

brings people together around an issue

that calls for change and then mobilizes

the power resident in those people to

achieve the desired change.

"Organizing for Power, Action and

Justice" is the subtitle of a new book,

"Roots for Radicals" (Continuum), writ-

ten with the assistance of Michael

Cowan by Edward T. Chambers,
Alinsky's successor as head of lAF. It is

a memoir and a playbook meant to in-

form and inspire anyone willing to work,

not just hope, for change.

"Organizers are agitators, catalysts

and public-life coaches," says Chambers.

"They make things happen. They are

rooted in the holy books, democracy's

founding documents, and the lives of

public heroines and heroes. They are

radicals in the best sense of the word.

'The 'why' question is important to

the professional organizer, who needs a

nagging curiosity about how it is that

people, events and politics are this way
or that way. They are generally feared

and misunderstood for standing against

the status quo. They are public people

who seek collective power to act for jus-

tice.

"Being an organizer is not about

being liked, but ... about being respected.

Organizers march to a different drum-
mer."

Looking

Around

FATHER
WILLIAM J.

BYRON, SJ

CNS Columnist

1

The title for this book, "Roots for

Radicals," is the suggestion of the late

Msgr. Jack Egan, who, as a young Chi-

cago priest, worked with Alinsky to se-

cure and protect the housing interests of

otherwise powerless people on Chicago's

South Side.

Before his death in 1972, Alinsky

had written "Reveille for Radicals" and

"Rules for Radicals." Msgr. Egan subse-

quently saw the need to complete the

trilogy with a reflection on the roots—
spiritual, historical, practical and strate-

gic — needed to pit persistence against

resistance in the struggle for justice.

Big Ed Chambers, Alinsky's faithful

disciple, stepped up to the challenge.

This short book probably will have

to be read twice by anyone considering a

personal investment of time and energy

in the struggle for community improve-

ment in a context of just relationships.

This is not to say that it is dull or difficult

reading, not at all, but simply to make
the point that it takes time to assimilate

the strategic thinking that reflects the

genius of Alinsky and his pragmatic,

sometimes counterintuitive approach.

'There are all kinds of organizers,"

says Chambers, "mothers of families, la-

bor agents, ministers, teachers, CEOs,
managers, politicians and others." And
he adds, "This profession is for the few,

not the many."

Age is important. "It's best to begin

a career in organizing from ages 24 to

26," says this veteran, who started orga-

nizing for Alinsky at age 26.

His book belongs in the hands of

young people today who may be "turned

off" by politics but could be "turned on"

to the challenge of grass-roots organiz-

ing for social justice.

E-inaih wbyron@loyno.edu.

IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

The diocesan Office of Justice and Peace seeks to assist Catholics and other people of good will to put

their faith into action on behalf of justice. With so many threats to human dignity present in society, the

Office of Justice and Peace offers educational resources that empower people to overcome such

threats and actively address unjust social conditions.

Contact Office Director: Joseph! Purello (704) 370-3225; Program Director, Parish Social Ministry:

Terri Jariha (704)370-3234; ore-mailjusticepeace@chartottediocese.org.

Pope says Christ's suffering

calls people to work for

justice

to

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY— Christ's suff'er-

ing and death not only fi-ees individuals

from sin, but calls them to bring justice

and healing to the world, Pope John Paul

II said.

Through baptism into Christ's pas-

sion. Christians are given a share in his

kingship and priesthood in order "to

build up and sanctify all creation," the

pope said March 31 at his weekly gen-

eral audience.

At the audience, the last before Holy
Week, Pope John Paul focused his talk

on a canticle from the Book ofRevelation

telling of a heavenly host singing hymns
of praise to "the Lamb who was slain."

The canticle, used in the church's

evening prayer, also speaks of a scroll

with seven seals that could be opened

only by Christ.

"That book contained the whole se-

ries of divine decrees that must be put

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAVL II

into action in human history so that

perfect justice will reign," the pope said.

'The basis of Christ's power over

history," and, therefore, of his authority

to open the scroll, "is nothing other than

his paschal mystery," the pope said.

"Christ was slain, and with his

blood he ransomed all humanity fi-om

the power of evil," he said.

'The redemption he offers does not

have only the function of rescuing us

from our evQ past, healing our wounds
and relieving our misery; Christ gives us

a new interior being which makes us

priests and kings, participants in his

own dignity," the pope said.
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Letters to the Editor
Bosco advice

is unadvisable

Pill perspective

appreciated

We thank Father Matthew
Buettner for giving us a glimpse into the

beautiful depths of the Catholic Church's

teaching on marriage ("A pastoral per-

spective on the pill," March 26).

We have studied contraception's

damaging effects upon women's
health, family life and society, and we
are convinced that if couples were
aware of the many dire consequences

of this practice, they would never en-

gage in it. Dr. Janet E. Smith's work on

this issue (available at www.ccli.org)

has helped hundreds of thousands of

families choose a better way.

Since moving to Charlotte, we have

met many young couples who have dis-

covered the joy and freedom of God's

plan for married life. The contentment

that characterizes these families is re-

markable. Natural Family Planning has

been called "marriage insurance," be-

cause there is a near-zero divorce rate

among those who use it.

Remaining open to the blessing of

children is an invitation to the Lord to

dwell in the very heart of the family.

Where God dwells, love remains. And
love is the source of all joy in this life.

How good to know that the Church

has always proclaimed this truth, and

that she always will.

—^John and Elizabeth Buerkert

Charlotte

I just finished reading Antoinette

Bosco's March 19 Bottom Line column

("Message for Mel Gibson: A sequel to

'The Passion'?"). I can't quite figure out

what this column is doing in a Catholic

paper.

She writes of the need to "revive

resurrection celebrations." One day is

not enough, she writes, to celebrate

Christ's resurrection, and so she encour-

ages us to celebrate "Bright Sunday" one

week after Easter. As an example of this

"very old Christian tradition," she holds

up the First Presbyterian Church of

Winter Haven, Fla., where it is duly

celebrated with butterflies and fiber optic

lighting.

I would assume Mrs. Bosco is a

Catholic, but how could she miss the fact

that, for the Catholic Church, Easter (the

principal celebration of Christ's resurrec-

tion) is not a day, but an entire season of

the Church year, lasting a full six weeks?

While those Presbjrterians in Florida are

hanging butterflies from the ceiling, we
Catholics will be celebrating the Octave

of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday.

Catholics wanting a fuller celebra-

tion of the resurrection need only look

into their own Catholic tradition and

participate in what the Church has given

us in her calendar — not to

mainstream Protestantism and its rein-

terpretation of some supposed "ancient

Church tradition."

Don't try to fix what is not broken.

Don't try to find what's not been lost.

— Matthew Newsome
Sylva
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Inquiring minds want

lo know
As April Fool's Day was Thursday,

April 1, I considered writing a humor-

3US column in honor of the day.

But instead of taking the easy way
Dut, I decided to use this space to answer

5ome of the letters and questions I've

received from readers over the last few

nonths.

I dug deep into the mailbag and

sorted through the stacks and stacks of

envelopes to unearth your most pressing

nquiries. I hope you find the questions

and answers insightful and useful. En-

joy!

Q. My wife and I are Catholic, but

our relatives here in North Carolina are

radical Protestants. They don't want to

spend any time with us because of our

Catholicfaith, and when they do, it is only

to try and convert us away from what

they call a "sinful religion.

"

How can I make them accept us,

without driving them away? (Nancy

Steele, Sylva)

A. Unfortunately, you're not alone,

as I know of many Catholics who are

being "persecuted" — often by loved

ones — because of their faith. But, re-

main strong. Remember, Jesus died for

all of us sinners, and you must pray for

your Christian relatives that their eyes

and hearts will be opened, and they will

come to see that we are all sons and

daughters of the good Lord above.

Or, next time they come around,

you can poke them with a stick until

they go away.

/ often see you at various church

events around the diocese, andyou seem to

be in fantastic shape. Tour body is well

toned, you always have a radiant tan and

not one hair on your head is ever out of
place. PFhat's your secret? (Monica Allen,

Charlotte)

A. I floss. A lot.

g. OK, Mr. Smartypants, answer me
this: Before Prohibition, who owned the

most property in Chicago other than the

Catholic Church? (Bonnie Wiechec,

Highlands)

A. P'shaw, that's easy! Schlitz Brew-

ery actually owned more property, be-

lieve it or not. And, for what it's worth,

Columbia University is the second larg-

est landowner in New York City after

the Catholic Church. How do ya like me
now?

Q^. Are you a ninja? (Tom Pattison,

Huntersville)

A. Yes. Yes, I am.

Murra/s

Musings

KEVIN E.

MURRAY
Ed/tor

Q. 666 is the number of the Beast.

What else can you tell me about him?

(Jolene Nichols, Mooresville)

A. Not much, really. Except that

660 is the approximate number of the

Beast, DCLXVI is the Roman numeral

of the Beast, 1010011010 is the binary

of the Beast, $665.95 is the retail price of

the Beast, $699.25 is the price of the

Beast plus sales tax, $769.95 is the price

of the Beast with accessories and replace-

ment soul, $656.99 is the Target price of

the Beast, Route 666 is the way of the

Beast, 666F is the oven temperature of

the Beast, 6661 is the BMW of the Beast

and 668 is the next-door neighbor of the

Beast.

Q. When I grow up, can I be just like

you? (Peter Asher, Forest City)

A. The life of a ninja is complex and

frill of peril. You will have to train rigor-

ously, undergo a battery of physical and

psychological difficulties, and often en-

dure many hardships and sacrifices.

Plus, you will need to floss. A lot.

The feast of the Annunciation's

importance today
Q. Tm puzzled by the relative lack of

importance attached the feast of the An-
nunciation (March 25) by the church.

Dec. 8, thefeast ofOur Lady's conception,

is a day ofobligation, but thefeast ofOur
Lord's conception is not.

The church teaches that life begins at

conception, and the Annunciation marks

the event when the Word becameflesh. It

would seem that promoting this feast

would both honor our Lord and empha-
size our commitment to the church's

teaching about the origin of life.

Our Catholic paper not long ago had
an article about a Catholic English mar-
tyr, Margaret Clitherow. Her feast, they

said, is on the feast of the Annunciation.

Can another saint be commemorated on

that day? (Pennsylvania)

A. Your question is a good and in-

teresting one, particularly since the An-
nunciation is apparently the first event

in Mary's life to be honored liturgically

by Christian people.

In addition, it was widely believed

in the early centuries of Christianity that

March 25 was the day of Christ's death.

St. Augustine (died 430) echoed a long

tradition when he declared that Jesus

was put to death March 25, the same
day of the year on which he was con-

ceived ("De Trinitate," Book 4).

By that time, a church had been

built in Nazareth to commemorate the

Annunciation, which would seem to in-

dicate some liturgical celebration of that

feast already.

Probably the feast of the Annuncia-

tion would have developed into a more
solemn celebration except for one fact.

For centuries, in both Eastern and
Western parts of Christianity, the

widely accepted practice was that no
eucharistic liturgy could be celebrated

during Lent except on Sunday. In fact,

no feast at all was to be observed during

what then was called the "great fast."

Since March 25 usually occurs during

Lent, often on the days of the Sunday

"scrutinies" for catechumens, and even

during the solemn celebrations of Holy
Week, this would bar the celebration of

any feast in March, even the Annunciation.

To avoid the problem, some Chris-

tian churches tried to move the feast to the

week before Christmas, Dec. 18, or dur-

ing January, but these alternatives never

became popular. Eventually, about the

year 700, despite Lent, the feast finally

was established on March 25.

Even today, of course, March 25

often falls in the final days of Lent or

during Holy Week, in which case the

feast may be observed later, during the

Easter season.

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

The pro-life implications of this feast

are not overlooked. Increasingly today,

parishes and dioceses give special atten-

tion, liturgically and in other ways, to

the fact that since we honor the presence

of the Word in the womb of his mother

from the beginning of her pregnancy, so

we should respect the sacredness ofother

human beings from the moment of their

conception.

Finally, as with March 25, feasts of

several saints are observed every day of

the year, though most ofthem are not on

the calendar for celebration by the uni-

versal church. Even Dec. 25 has at least

half a dozen saints whose feast day oc-

curs along with the birth of Christ.

Afree brochure in English or Spanish

answering questions Catholics ask about

baptism practices and sponsors is available

by sending a stamped, self-addressed envelope

to Father John Dietzen, Box 325, Peoria, IL
61651.

Questions may be sent to Father Dietzen

at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

IVIore unsung

heroes than

we can count

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS Columnist

Recently, I wrote a column on
caregivers as unsung heroes who sac-

rifice daily helping those unable to

help themselves.

Several weeks after that column, I

received a letter with a generous check

from a woman who asked that I distrib-

ute the money to caregivers I knew. I did

as she requested. Afterward, I received a

beautiful letter from a caregiver who
said she had enlisted a lawyer to help her

save the little her parents had left and

that the money I'd sent was the exact

sum she needed to pay the lawyer.

As I read her letter, it occurred to me
that when I wrote about caregivers I had

focused solely on them and their sacrifices.

It hadn't occurred to me that many of

these caregivers are supported by people

such as the caring woman who wrote to

me. They, too, are unsung heroes we sel-

dom— or never— hear about. In fact, if

we counted them as caregivers, the num-
ber of caregivers we would find in one

parish alone would be staggering.

Care-giving requires all the

strength one has to perform it day

after day. When people become dis-

abled through physical illness or old

age, they need constant care. Some
must be fed, cleaned, moved and con-

stantly reaffirmed.

You don't get used to these types of

tasks, especially when the one you are

caring for is your own flesh and blood.

And too, when we love someone dearly,

we hurt all the more in seeing them fail.

This, more than taking care of their

physical needs, leaves caregivers drained.

Equally wrenching is a dark cloud

that forever hovers— the fear oflosing a

loved one. No matter how strong

caregivers may be, they cannot go it

alone for long. Sooner or later, the pres-

sure may start to win out— unless, that

is, there is someone to support them.

Without a doubt, prayer is a power-

ful support. But unless caregivers border

on sainthood, they can use all the help

they can get from those who personify

the corporal works of mercy.

These people may be neighbors who
bring meals or who take turns in helping

caregivers so that they can have a break.

These people may be parishioners who
constantly check in to see ifeverything is

OK, or lawyers and doctors lending their

services pro bono.

In the eyes of society, this is not

glamorous work, but it is a corporal

work of mercy, and blessed is he or she

who performs it!
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Sacred Heart Church serves spiritual

needs of Burnsville Catholics

Photo by George K. Cobb

Sacred Heart Church in Burnsville, dedicated by Bishop Vincent S. Waters of Raleigh

in June 1962, is now home to more than 80 families.

BURNSVILLE— The history of

Sacred Heart Church in Burnsville

is intertwined with that of Catholic

churches in neighboring Mitchell

and Madison counties, including St.

Andrew the Apostle Church in

Mars Hill.

Jesuit Father Andrew Graves
came to Madison County in 1937 to

serve as pastor of the now-defunct

Chapel of the Little Flower in Revere.

Barely a handful of Catholics lived in

the mountain region at the time, but the

small mountain chapel would prove to

serve a missionary role in decades to

come.

Father Graves eventually relo-

cated to Hot Springs, where a Catholic

mission had existed since the 1880s.

The Jesuit priest was instrumental in

establishing the Chapel of the Re-

deemer in Hot Springs, where he also

acquired a home that his later succes-

sors would model into the Jesuit House

of Prayer, a retreat center.

By the early 1980s, the majority of

Madison County Catholics had cen-

tered in and around Mars Hill, and the

community there became a mission of

Revere. In November 1985, the mission

t- attained parish status and was placed

under the patronage of St. Andrew the

Apostle. The Chapel of the Redeemer,

for a time, became a mission of St. An-

drew the Apostle Church.

Meanwhile, in the Yancey County

town of Burnsville, a small Catholic

population was slowly growing.

In the early 1930s, Jesuit Father

Louis Toups, Father Graves' predeces-

sor who had also served the Catholic

populations in Revere and other towns

in Madison, Mitchell and Yancey coun-

ties, occasionally visited Burnsville

from Hot Springs to celebrate Mass.

The celebration of Mass in BurnsvUle

continued intermittently in private

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE. INC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

SACRED HEARTCHURCH
20 Summit Street

Burnsville, N.C. 28714

(828)689-3719

A mission of St. Andrew Church, Mars I

Vicariate: Asheville

Pastor: Father David Brzoska

Pastoral Assistant: Ann Stowe

Number of Households: 81

Father David Brzoska

homes, an American Legion hall and a

building on the town square until the

mid-1950s.

At that point, Glenmary
Missioners were appointed to the

Mitchell County pastorate of St. Lucien

Church in Spruce Pine and its mission,

St. Patricia Church in Linville, which is

no longer in diocesan use. Father

Francis Schenk served as the first

Glenmary pastor of the three churches.

In August 1959, then-Bishop

Vincent S. Waters of Raleigh acquired

two acres on Summit Street in

Burnsville, and Father Schenk began

directing the construction of a multi-

purpose church facility, complete with a

rectory and parish hall.

Bishop Waters dedicated the new
building, called Sacred Heart Church,

in June 1962. The local Catholic popu-

lation numbered 28.

Diocesan priests began serving St.

Lucien Church and its mission in 1968,

the first being Father (now Msgr.)

Felix Kelaher.

By the early 1980s, about 50 fami-

lies were worshipping at Sacred Heart

Church, and Father John M. Pagel,

pastor, oversaw an expansion. By re-

moving a rectory living room wal^
seating capacity in the church wall
increased from 110 to 140. Adult
education and CCD (faith formation)

programs were introduced and culti-

vated at that time.

Sacred Heart Church was placed

under the ministerial care of St. Andrew
the Apostle Church in Mars Hill in

1986. With the addition of the Yancey
County church to its parish region, St'

Andrew the Apostle Church's territory

expanded to more than 1,000 square

miles over Madison, Yancey and north

Buncombe counties.

Jesuit Father Edward Ifkovitz

served as pastor of St. Andrew the

Apostle Church and Sacred Heart
Church from September 1996 until

July 2002, when diocesan priest Father

David Brzoska became pastor.

In recent years, the ministerial

outreach of Sacred Heart Church has

expanded further to include Mexican
migrants working in Yancey County's

tobacco and lumber industries. With
more than 200 members, the Hispanic

community gathered in December
1997 for the annual Our Lady o|

Guadalupe celebration. The festival at

the church continues to remain
a popular celebration for Hispanic

parishioners.

Jesuit Father Francis Reese, pastor

of St. Andrew the Apostle in the early

1990s and now retired, and Mercy Sis-

ter Peggy Verstage, who runs the Jesuit

retreat house in Hot Springs, both as-

sist with Hispanic ministry at Sacred

Heart Church and St. Andrew the

Apostle Church.
^

Each year in October, the parish's

St. Francis of Assisi celebration draws

more than 300 local Hispanics to the

event.

Summertime visitors increase at-

tendance at both churches, and con-

struction is beginning at Sacred Heart

Church to expand and remodel the

worship space to increase seating ca-

pacity from 110 to 160 people.

Ministries and outreach are an im-

portant aspect of parish life at Sacred

Heart Church, with a number of parish-

ioners actively involved in the local hos-

pice. Reconciliation House for needy

persons, the local animal shelter, as weU
as the Knights of Columbus and the

Women's Guild, which is starting an

Angel program to visit people who are

homebound or in hospitals or nursing

homes.

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCatholicCompany
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.CatholicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Cathollc store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

unique gifts

& cards

statues

• Books, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
Mon. thru Sat.

10 am -6 pm

19905 w/est Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28 J

Uohnsburv Square - next to Goodwill)
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FAITHFULLY GATHERED

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Priests of the Diocese of Charlotte stand and recommit themselves to priestly ministry during the

chrism Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral April 6.

Dear God ...

CNS PHOTO Bf Debbie Hil

A letter postmarked in Canada

and addressed to God ends up

at a post office in lerusalem.

See story page 7.

Holy Saturday ceremonies

to bring 150,000 new
Catholics into church
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The
Catholic faith is spreading in

North Carolina, and around
the country.

More than 580 people will

join the Catholic Church in the

Diocese of Charlotte at Easter

Vigil services April 10. They
are among the 150,000 people

who will join the Catholic

Church across the United
States that day, according to

figures compiled by the U.S.

bishops' Secretariat for Evan-

gelization.

Nearly 64,000 joined with

their bishops for the diocesan

Rite of Election and Call to

Continuing Conversion at the

beginning of Lent. Another es-

timated 90,000 men and
women celebrated those rites

at the parish level.

In the Diocese of Char-

lotte, 506 people from various

parishes participated in the

See RCIA, page 11

Bishop, priests

celebrate annual

chrism Mass
HOLY OILS BLESSED FOR

USE THROUGHOUT

DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE —
Priests must conform to

Christ in holiness and con-

stant conversion, and nur-

ture this union by daily

prayer, said Bishop Peter J.

Jugis.

"I say that it is impor-

tant for us to take these

words to heart, because con-

forming our lives to Christ

in holiness and in constant

conversion is essential to the

life and ministry of priests,"

said Bishop Jugis.

The bishop offered these

words during the chrism
Mass, one of the Catholic

Church's most solemn
Masses, at St. Patrick Cathe-

dral April 6. During the an-

nual Mass, priests rededicate

themselves to their mission as

shepherds within their

parishes, and the bishop

blesses the oils to be used

throughout the diocese in the

upcoming year.

Bishop Jugis, along with

concelebrants Bishop Emeri-

tus William G. Curlin; Ab-
bot Placid Solari, OSB, ab-

See CHRISM, page 20

Christ is risen

CNS PHOTO BY Chase Becker, Southern Nebraska Register

A cross is pictured at sunset at the Monastic Cemetery of Christ

the King Priory near Schuyler, Neb. The New Testament cross is a

symbol ofredemption and the imitation of Christ.
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A different beat

Kes,idie.nc^ brings African culture

to Asheville school

I
PAGE 5

Leading the way

St. Mark students raise funds

for diabetes

I
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Culture Watch

'Da Vinci Code' prequel,

Shroud interest

I
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

A SIGN OF GOD'S LOVE

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Thousands of pilgrims fill St. Peter's Square for a Palm Sunday Mass led by Pope

John Paul II April 4. Passion Sunday, popularly known as Palm Sunday, marks the

beginning of Holy Week, the solemn celebrations of the passion and resurrection of

Christ.

Pope, at Palm Sunday

Mass, says cross is sign

of Clirist's love
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

cross of Christ is a sign of pain and

glory, of Christ's love for humanity and

of his victory over death, Pope John Paul

II said on Palm Sunday.

"On the cross, Jesus died for each one

of us," he said in his homily April 4

during the Mass in St. Peter's Square.

To the singing of "Hosanna," priests

carrying olive branches and young
people carrying tall, leafy green palm

branches processed to the altar where

Pope John Paul sat holding a braided

palm.

The Mass also marked World
Youth Day, and thousands of young
people from around the world joined the

pope for the celebration.

Pope John Paul told the youths not

to be afraid to proclaim the Gospel of the

cross in every circumstance.

"Certainly, the message the cross

communicates is not easy to understand

in our epoch when material well-being

and comforts are proposed and sought

after as priority values," he said. "Do not

be afraid to go against the current."

The cross, he said, has two aspects

that cannot be separated: "It is painful

and glorious at the same time. The suf-

fering and humiliation of the death of

Christ are intimately tied to the exalta-

tion and glory of the resurrection, he

added.

"Dear brothers and sisters, dear

young people, never forget this consol-

ing truth," he told them. "The passion

and resurrection of Christ constitute the

center of our faith and sustain us in our

inevitable daily trials."

At the end of the Mass, those in St.

Peter's Square watched by satellite as

young people in Berlin welcomed the

World Youth Day cross to Germany
after it had traveled throughout Europe.

The cross will be carried to each of

Germany's dioceses before being taken

to Cologne, where the next international

celebration of World Youth Day is

scheduled for August 2005.

The pope, speaking from the

Vatican, encouraged "the whole church

in Germany to mobilize itself for this

great event."

Vatican ofificial tells

U.N. of growing religious

discrimination
GENEVA (CNS) — A growing,

subtle form of religious discrimina-

tion can be seen in attempts to ex-

clude anyone from speaking out on

social issues from the perspective of

their faith, a Vatican diplomat told a

U.N. agency.

"While respecting a healthy sense

of the state's secular nature, the posi-

tive role of believers in public life

should be recognized," Archbishop
Silvano Tomasi told the U.N. Com-
mission on Human Rights.

The archbishop, the Vatican's

representative to U.N. offices based in

Geneva, spoke to the commission
April 1 about religious freedom.

"The place of religions in society

and their desire to participate in public

life at the service of the people have

been part of recent debates that have

Diocesan.
-^planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

SWANNANOA — St. Margaret Mary
Church, 102 Andrew PI., will celebrate Divine

Mercy Sunday April 18. Reconciliation will be

offered at 2:30 p.m. and the chaplet will be

recited at 3 p.m., followed by Mass. Everyone

is invited to pray the chaplet beginning on

Good Friday and ending on Divine Mercy

Sunday. For more information, contact the

church ofiice at (828) 686-8833.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory of Divine Love Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Tuesdays

ofeach month at 1 p.m. For more information,

call Marie at (336) 657-8013.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Theology on Tap is a

speaker series for young adults providing a

casual forum for "straight talk, hard facts, and

real answers" on the Catholic faith and how it

applies to daily life. The theme April will be

"Exploring tlie Passion. " ToT will meet each

Monday in April, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at

Pepperoni's at Park Road Shopping Center.

CHARLOTTE — St. Thomas Aquinas

Church, 1400 Suther Rd., will celebrate Di-

vine Mercy Sunday April 18, with a Holy Hour

at 3 p.m. including benediction ofthe Blessed

Sacrament and recitation of the Divine Mercy

Chaplet. Reconciliation will not be offered.

been provoked by political events and
increased pluralism in many countries

of the world," the archbishop said.

Religion is an important part of

people's lives and it is natural that

they bring their values to bear on :

public discussions, he said.

Archbishop Tomasi said the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights

acknowledges not only the right of an
individual to believe what he or she

wants, but also the right for believers

to form communities and for those

communities to express the faith they

hold in common.
Instead of banning faith from pub-

lic discussions, he said, promoting reli-

gious freedom means encouraging
people to get to know each other's

faith, to respect differences and to

work together for peace and justice.

For more information call Gail Abraham (704)

786-0709.

HUNTERSVILLE — The Newcomers
Women's Ministry of St. Mark Church invites

women who are new or still feel new to the area

to a 10-week course entitled, "AJkr the Boxes are

Unpacked" based on the book by Susan Miller.

We will talk about the spiritual, emotional and

practical needs associated with moving. Classes
:

begin April 2 1 in Room 200 ofSt. Mark Church,

14740 Stumptown Rd., 10:15 -11:45 a.m. fol-

lowed by lunch. Call Gerry Phillips at (704) 895-

2388 or Colleen Siadak at (704) 987-7920 for

more information.

CHARLOTTE—- The 50+ Club of St. John ,

Neumann Church, 8451 Idlewild Rd., meets the

second Wednesday of each month at 1 1 a.m.

with a program and lunch in the parish center.

For more information, call Lucille Kroboth at

(704) 537-2189.

CHARLOTTE.— All women are invited to join

Women in the Word for weekly gatherings for

prayer, reflection on Sunday scripture, music

and sharing experiences of Christ in daily life.

The group meets each Thursday, 9:45-11:45

a.m. in the family room of St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd. For details, call Linda

Flynn at (704) 366-9889. For childcare reserva-

tion.s, call Jurga Petrikene at 704) 907-0205.

i
GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— Knights ofColumbus Pied-

mont Council 939 is sponsoring a Divine Mercy

holy hour at St. Benedict Catholic Church, Smith

and N. Elm St., April 18 at 3 p.m. A traveling

icon depicting Christ's divine mercy, commis-
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope urges end to infernal cycle

of mutual violence' In Holy Land
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II urged the international

community to take necessary steps to

end the "infernal cycle of mutual vio-

lence" in the Holy Land.

The pope also said the increase in

global terrorism underscored the need

for reform ofthe United Nations, in order

to strengthen its peacekeeping role

around the globe.

He made the remarks April 2 in

accepting the new Lebanese ambassador

to the Holy See, Naji Abi Assi.

The pope said that in the face of

more than half a century of conflict be-

tween Israelis and Palestinians, the in-

ternational community "must not flee

from its own responsibilities under the

pretext of dealing with other pressing

situations."

He said Palestinians and Israelis

sioned by Pope John Paul II, will he on display.

There will be no reconciliation service or Mass.

The prayer service is spreading word about

divine mercy, one of the church's newest devo-

tions, which is embraced by Pope John Paul II.

HIGH POINT— A. special Mass on Divine

Mercy Sunday will be celebrated April 18 at 3

p.m. at Maryfield Chapel, 1315 Greensboro Rd.

Tlie Divine Mercy Chaplet will be recited at 2:45

p.m. and the sacrament ofReconciliation will be

offered at 2 p.m. preceding the Mass. For more

information call (336) 886-2444.

GREENSBORO — Burke Balch, director of

medical ethics at National Right to Life, will

speak at St. Pius X Church, 2210 N. Elm St.,

April 23 at 7 p.m. He wUl be speaking on assisted

suicide and euthanasia. Mr. Balch has served as

chief counsel for the National Legal Center for

the Medically Dependent and Disabled and

worked at the U.S. Commission of Civil Rights

.on the federal Protection ofHandicapped Infants

project. This event is free and open to the public.

For further information, contact the parish of-

fice at (336) 272-4681.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

CONCORD — Discover how beautiful God's

plan for marriage really is! Natural Family

Planning classes are being offered at St. James

Church, 251 Union St., beginning April 13 at

6:30 p.m. Learn a natural method that is just as

effective as the Pill and is in accord with Catholic

teaching. Contact Susan Chaney at (704) 720-

0772 for more information or email questions to

sujo94@aol.com.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MAGGIE VALLEY — Everyone involved in

liturgical ministry and greeters, ushers, musi-

must be pressured to undertake a real

dialogue and show political courage in

negotiating a solution that respects the

rights of all sides.

The pope said it would take mutual

forgiveness in order to heal the wounds
inflicted by so many decades of violence

in the Holy Land.

He said he was concerned about the

wider effects of the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict in a world that is already politi-

cally unstable in many areas.

The "unjustifiable and worrisome

outbreaks of international terrorism"

point to the need for changes in the way
the United Nations functions, he said.

. The organization should be "strength-

ened in the way it makes decisions and

takes action, with the aim of reducing

the sources of tension and of guarantee-

ing peace," he added.

cians and catechists are invited to "Making

Room at the Table" Liturgical Commission

workshop featuring Liz Dudas, Ministry

Consultant with Glenmary Department of

Pastoral Services from Nashville, TN April

17 at Living Waters Reflection Center, 10

a.m.-2:30 p.m. Bring your lunch and drinks

will be provided. There is no cost for the

workshop but registration is requested by

calling Father Frank Doyle at (828) 926-

0106 or Mary Herr at (828) 497-9498 or

emailing maryherr@dnet.net.

SYLVA— St. Mary Church, 22 Bartlett St.,

will celebrate DivineMercy Sunday April 18, 3

- 4 p.m. Plan now to celebrate the Lord's

extraordinary gift of forgiveness. We will

have a program ofprayer, song and silence to

immerse ourselves in God's abundant mercy.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

MT. AIRY— Holy Angels Church, 1 208 N.

Main St., offers Eucharistic Adoration every

Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m., and every

Thursday, 10-1 1 a.m. Adoration concludes

with Benediction.

CLEMMfONS— Holy Family Church, 4820

Kinnamon Rd., offers Eucharistic Adoration

ev^ry Thursday. Exposition begins at 6 p.m.

and benediction is at 9 p.m.

Is your parish or school having a free

eventopen to the public? Please submit

notices for the diocesan planner at least

1 5 days prior to the event date in writing

to kevans@charlottediocese.org or fax

to (704) 370-3382.

Vatican official welcomes U-S. Unborn
Victims of Violence Act

Episcopal
calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
new U.S. Unborn Victims of Violence

Act is a "juridically and ethically" impor-

tant law that finally recognizes the fact

that a fetus is a human being, said

Bishop Elio Sgreccia, vice president of

the Pontifical Academy for Life.

"I would say this is a law that has

come a bit late," Bishop Sgreccia told

Vatican Radio April 2, the day after Presi-

dent George W. Bush signed the law

recognizing an unborn child as the sec-

ond victim when a violent federal crime is

perpetrated against a pregnant woman.
Bishop Sgreccia said that until the

new measure was enacted U.S. law gave

so much emphasis to a "woman's fi"ee-

dom" when pregnant that no room was

left to offer any legal recognition of the

life of a fetus.

The new law, he said, recognizes

"the other priority principle, which is

that the fetus represents a human being

who has juridical relevance and who

must be respected as a human being."

"This should be recognized unani-

mou.sly within (the framework of) hu-

man rights," Bishop Sgreccia said.

Under the law, anyone who harms a

woman's unborn child while commit-

ting a federal crime, such as assaulting

the woman on federal property, commits

a distinct federal crime against the child

in addition to the crime against the

woman.
Bishop Sgreccia was asked why he

thought it was so difficult to get the

rights of a fetus legally recognized.

"I think it is because it goes against a

principle of so-called 'autonomy,' a liber-

tarian principle that wants to give

adults the power of life or death over a

fetus," the bishop said.

Such a position, he said, "is anti-

human because it goes against the

equality of all people, of all human be-

ings. The human being does not begin at

birth; it begins earlier."

April 17— 6 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation Mass

St. JoanofArc.Asheville

April 18- 11 a.m.

New church dedication

Our Lady of Lourdes, Monroe

Sunset silhouette

CMS PHOTO FROM Reuters

A statue of Christ is silhouetted against the sunset as a Holy Week procession

passes by a church in the city of San Roque in southern Spain April 5. Hundreds of

public religious processions take place in Spain during Holy Week and draw thousands

of spectators.

THIS MONTH IN -1994

BISHOP CURLIN BECOMES THIRD BISHOP
Bishop William G. Curlin began his ministry as the third bishop of the Diocese of

Charlotte amid stately splendor at an installation Mass at St. Gabriel Church April 13.

Approximately 1,600 dignitaries from across the country, friends and well-wishers from

the Diocese of Charlotte and the Archdiocese of Washington attended the ceremony.

DIDYOUKNOW?
THE GRAPES OF WRATH
In addition to being used by John Steinbeck as the title of a novel and occurring in the

"Battle Hymn of the Republic"; the Grapes of Wrath are an allusion to the winepress

image of Revelation 14:19-20 that teaches about the harvest of the earth and the im-

pending doom of the ungodly.
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Above: Rev. Mr. Guy Piche and Capuchin

Father Stanley Kobel at the blessing of

a St. Helen statue at St. Helen Church

in Spencer Mountain Jan. 4.

Right: Father Mark Lawlor blesses a

statue of St. Joseph and the infant Jesus

at St. Vincent de Paul Church in

Charotte March 19.

Churches dedicate

statues on feast days
CHARLOTTE— Two parishes re-

cently gained new additions to their

sanctuaries.

St. Helen Church in Spencer Moun-
tain and St. Vincent de Paul Church in

Charlotte both received and blessed stat-

ues in separate ceremonies.

Capuchin Father Stanley Kobel, pa-

rochial vicar of St. Thomas Aquinas

Church in Charlotte, blessed a statue of

St. Helen on her feast day, Jan. 4, at St.

Helen Church. The Capuchin Franciscan

order, which staffs St. Thomas Aquinas

and Our Lady of Consolation churches in

Charlotte, also helps staff the small Spen-

cer Mountain church.

The statue was donated by Msgr.

John McSweeney, pastor of St. Matthew
Church in Charlotte, and the church

community.

Father Mark Lawlor, administrator

of St. Vincent de Paul Church, blessed a

statue of St. Joseph with an infant Jesus at

Mass on the feast of St. Joseph, March 19.

Hand-carved in Italy, the statue com-

pletes the Holy Family in the church.

^oncen
FOR THE FAMILY!

St. Michael's Cathedral Choir School Concert

at St. Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

Hear the beautiful voices of this premier 102-voice boys' choirfrom

Toronto, Canada who travel annually to share their talents in sacred,

classical and folk music. - A tVIUSICAL TREAT FOR ALL TO ENJOY!

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 4 PM
Tickets: $10 (under 18, FREE)

Information: 704-334-2283, Ext. 22

1621 Diiworth Road East, Charlotte

. SMITH & SMITH, PA
/ \ Timothy M. Smith, Attorney Jacquelyn A. Smith, Attorney

Members of St. Mark 's Church

EXPERIENCED -

CRIMINAL LAW

Traffic Tickets (Meek, only)

DWI
Expunctions

Felonies & iwisdemeanors

NO FEE UNTIL WE
WIN ON PI CASES

FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION
convenient free parking

10% off attorneyfee—10% of net fee donated to Catholic Social Services Food Pantry

704-331-3092 www.sinithandsmithpa.com 900 Baxter St., suite 109, Charlotte

AGGRESSIVE - CARING
PERSONAL INJURY

Auto Accident

Workers' Compensation
Wrongful Death

Whiplash - Back, Neck, Head injuries

Sacred Heart parishioner

receives liumanitarian award
SALISBURY — Elizabeth "Libby"

Duncan Koontz didn't wait for doors to

open for her— she did it herself.

The Salisbury-Rowan Human Rela-

tions Council she helped found honored

local residents recently who keep open-

ing those doors, such as Sonia Marie

Trutie Fisher, a member ofSacred Heart

Church in Salisbury.

Fisher received a 2004 Elizabeth

Duncan Koontz Humanitarian Award
March 23.

Fisher is a native of Cuba who came
to Salisbury in 1957 after marrying a

U.S. serviceman. She's been active at Sa-

cred Heart Church, coordinated Meals

on Wheels for 1 1 years, given more than

100 volunteer hours at the W.G. "Bill"

Hefner V.A. Medical Center, sits on the

board of the Rowan County Literacy

Council and serves as an interpreter for

Spanish-speaking patients at Rowan
Regional Medical Center.

"I'm honored," she said. "I must re-

turn, in some way, what this country,

this community, has done for me."

The 2004 Elizabeth Duncan
Koontz Humanitarian Awards are

named for a Salisbury woman who
fought for racial equality and women's

rights. A 1938 graduate of Livingstone

College and a school teacher, Koontz led

the movement to integrate the N.C.

Teacher's Association and was the first

black and first female president of the

Sonia Marie Trutie Fisher

National Education Association.

In 1964, she was one of 16 Ameri-

cans who visited the Soviet Union at the

request of the Saturday Review. In 1965,

she was president of the President's Ad-
visory Council on Education of Disad-

vantaged Children. She headed the

Women's Bureau of the Department of

Labor under President Richard Nixon,

was a delegate to the United Nations

Commission on the Status ofWomen in

1970 and chaired the National Commis-
sion on Working Women for seven

years.

She retired as assistant superinten-

dent for the N.C. Department of Public

Instruction and died in 1989.

DON'T PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!

!

125,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad tates - easyfor small businesses and
' inSinduals, too! ^—

>

*rr4* OvTHOLic
# I * Call (704) 370-3332 nowl NEW&'|ttRALD

Spring Fever?

We've got just what
the doctor ordered...

1551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

Come take a breath of fresh air on

our front porch. With fifty comfortable

hotel style lodging rooms, six meeting

and break-out areas, delicious meals

and snacks, miles of beauty on woodland

pathways and reflective areas, you'll be

feeling like spring through and through.

Call to plan your special event and

renew your spirit!

y||\The Catholic
£z == Conferenice
VJI Center

Cimck out our website

www.catholicconference.org

info©catholicconference.org
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DANCING TO A DIFFERENT BEAT

Unique residency brings African

culture to Catholic school
BY CAROLE McGROTTY

CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Students in

Asheville recently got a taste of Africa.

Asheville Catholic School spent a

week immersed in African culture

March 29-April 2. The experience, part

of the school's yearlong Artists in Resi-

dence program, involved "The Magic of

African Rh3rthm," a cultural arts group

working in the Raleigh-Durham area of

North Carolina.

The Shabu family, originally from

West Africa, is the core of the Magic of

African Rhythm, which specializes in

various forms of cultural artistic expres-

sion. A grant from the Asheville Area

Arts Council, and additional assistance

from the school fund, brought members
of the Shabu family and their "Ngoma
for Children" residency to the students.

"Ngoma" is the "rhythmic thread

that links drumming, singing, dancing,

dramatic and visual artistic expression

together," according to information sup-

plied by the Shabu family.

Third- fifth- and seventh-graders

rotated through various aspects of the

residency, which emphasizes "ways in

which the community plays a role in

other countries as well as our own," said

Chris Lenderman, a school parent who
applied for the grant.

Maisha "Mama" Shabu and her

husband Baba spent 20 years living and

developing their art in Africa.

Maishu told the students African

folktales relating to the importance of

community. One tale was about Jeli, a

stor3rteller who tells a folktale but adds a

bit of personal flavor while keeping con-

stant the basic story.

Third- and fifth-graders retold the

Photo by Carole McGrotty

Teli Shabu teaches Asheville Catholic School students how to play African drums

during the weeklong "Ngoma for Children" residency March 29-April 2.

story in groups while seventh-graders

retold the story adding personal embel-

lishments. The students then discussed

the differences and similarities in each

version.

Baba, a textile designer in both East

and West Africa, taught the students the

Adinkra system of textile design, which

uses symbols that correspond to the

— Free and Open to the Public—

Life of the Mind, Life of Faith:
Identity, Curriculum, and Student Lite in the Bible Belt

A Lilly Fellows Program Regional Conference
April 16-17, Friday and Saturday

Belmont Abbey College— 1-85 at exit 26

The conference brings together faculty, administrators and students to

discuss the various ways that our founding religious traditions inform our

missions, identities, and work. All interested in faith-based higher

education are welcome.

There is also an evening prayer service followed by a concert of sacred

music from the Middle Ages and Reformation.

Friday: 9:30 am— keynote address followed by a series of

panel discussions

7:00 pm — evening prayer service

8:00 pm — concert of sacred music

Saturday: 9:00 am — panel discussions continue

Info: www.belmontabbeycollege.edu/lillyasp or (704) 829-7373
r?BB7g>.

Furman UniversityPARTICIPATING SCHOOLS:
Belmont Abbey College

Davidson College

Guilford College

Lenoir-Rhyne College

LILLV

character development traits empha-
sized in schools.

The Adinkra cloth, which had its

origin in Ghana, Africa, gets its name
from the person to whom the first cloth

was presented. Each student chose a

symbol that was meaningful to him or

her and stamped that symbol on the

cloth.

One ofthe cloths wUl be auctioned in

May at a school fundraising dinner.

Maishu and Baba's children were

also involved in the residency. Their

son, Teli, taught the students how to

play African drums while their daugh-

ter, MaBinti, taught African dance rou-

tines. The students practiced tradi-

tional African rhythms throughout the

week, including the Cou-Cou from
West Africa and the Samba, which

originated in the Congo.

Kuumba Zuwena, school reception-

ist, taught the students several Swahili

phrases, morning greetings and how to

sing "Happy Birthday," which they sang

to surprise one of their teachers on his

birthday.

Zuwena said she helped the

students develop their "singing ears,"

opening them up to different sounds in

West African chants.

Before the Friday morning Mass,

fifth-graders played African rhythms on

the drums. Afterward, the three partici-

pating grades gathered for a traditional

African meal eaten in native African

style— with their fingers. Bowls carried

by the youngest child in the group were

used to wash the hands before and after

the meal.

Emilia Ricci, a school parent who
once worked in Nigeria, prepared the

meal that featured foods from all

over Africa.

The residency ended with an assem-

bly for the remaining student body, fac-

ulty, staff and guests. With an Adinkra

cloth made by the third-, fifth- and sev-

enth-graders as a backdrop on the stage,

fifth-graders opened the event with a

drum call inviting everyone to join them
for the program.

"This is done in every African cer-

emony," said Maisha Shabu.

Third-graders incorporated songs

into their retelling of the African folktale

of Bali, a boy who comes to realize that

he needs his community and it needs

him. Fifth-graders danced to seventh-

graders' drumming showing what dif-

ferent animals look like. Then the sev-

enth-grade performed a warrior dance.

"The children really enjoyed this,"

said Donna Gilson, a third-grade

teacher. "The seventh-grade asked

whether we could do this again

next year."

Your Child's Education...You DO Have a Ciioice!

We offer: ^'^^^^^
Grades K-5 witli small class size

Foreign languages, music & art ^
A classical curriculum w/emphasis on traditional Cattiolic teachings

Affordable tuition

Call nowto guarantee your child's enrollment. Space is limited!

704-841-2292

Visit us on ttie web at/ www.Uessedsaaam&ita(^demy.oig

l.icatgd cenina V/ir-dsorSq^a-e in Mer.iriews, NC. A pr:ycte acadery inaettj-cfent ot Charlctte Uiocesan schcois

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship

> Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping

• Meal preparation • Medication reminders

^Horne
Instead
SENIOR CARE*

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

704-344-0801 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated.



6 The Catholic News & Herald

AROUND THE DIOCESE
April 9, 2004

SPARKING LEADERSHIP

Workshop to motivate

leaders, volunteers
J3Y KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF W RITER

GREENSBORO — Lay leaders

and \olunteers within the Diocese of

Charlotte will have a unique opportu-

nity to enhance their leadership skills at

an upcoming workshop.

"Keeping the Spark Alive," a one-

day workshop sponsored by the dioc-

esan Education Vicariate, will be held at

St. Paul the Apostle Church Saturday

May 1.

'This workshop is recommended for

anyone involved in lay ministry — cat-

echists, parish staff and parish volun-

teers," said Frank Villaronga, director

for diocesan ex angelization and ministry

formation.

"The topics that will be addressed

are pertinent not only to church minis-

try, but also to day-to-day ministry

within our families, neighbors and co-

workers," he said.

The workshop will be divided into

two parts, each beginning with a key-

note speaker and followed by four

breakout sessions. Part I, "Keeping the

Spark Alive," wUl feature breakout ses-

sions addressing motivating volunteers,

avoiding burnout, time management
and pastoral collaboration. Part II,

"Unity in Diversity," will focus on com-
municating with compassion, collabo-

rating with consideration, dealing with

differences. Christian conflict resolution

and the cultural challenge.

The 2004 leadership training work-

shop will be unique from years' past in

one important aspect, as it will con-

ducted in both Spanish and English.

Participants will attend the opening

prayer, lunch and the closing together,

Villaronga said. They will separate for

parts of the workshop that will be pre-

sented in each language.

"The Spanish sessions will be simi-

lar to the English, but not identical," said

Villaronga. The Spanish morning ses-

sion will focus on the implementation of

the Hispanic pastoral plan."

Also, the Spanish and English ses-

sions will mirror each other in the way
they address unity in diversity topics,

Villaronga said.

"The English sessions will focus on
how to be welcoming and open to the

immigrant cultures," he said. "As the

dominant culture, we also need to under-

stand how to empower these immi-
grants, because they are Catholic Chris-

tians."

"The Spanish sessions will reflect

reanic

istems
LLC

N^^rnl Ort^ntc "Turf 6-3^'^ C^^f^-

Call JOi-^'^'^-^IZ? today

Wc care foryour environment naturally!

the English-speaking sessions,"

Villaronga explained. "As people who
are being welcomed into a different

culture, how do they learn to adapt to

the culture? What are some of the im-

portant cultural differences? What do

they need to be aware of?"

It becomes a give-and-take,

VUlaronga said. The dominant culture

learns that it needs to be welcoming,

while the immigrants learn they wUl be

welcomed, but they also need to learn to

adapt to a new culture.

"It's vitally important that we start

recognizing that we are not two dioceses

— one English-speaking and one Span-

ish-speaking," said Villaronga.

In 2000, the Education Vicariate

began offering the leadership training

workshop to enable the participants to

become more effective parish and com-
munity leaders.^Topics have included:

communication and collaboration,

evangelization and enculturation, de-

veloping advocacy skills, providing

human services in the parish, civil law

and legal concerns, facilitating faith

experiences, issues of enculturation

and canon law.

Villaronga will be the keynote
speaker for the morning session May 1.

Terry Aiken, director of youth ministry

at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in

High Point, will be the afternoon key-

note speaker. Breakout session present-

ers wUl include Christine Richards, an

instructor of business communications

at Belmont Abbey College; Mercy Sister

Antonette Schmidt, diocesan director of

young adult ministry; and Paul
Kotlowski director of diocesan youth

ministry.

Contact Staff" Writer Karen A. Evarts

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

WANT TO GO?
"Keeping the Spark Alive" will be held

Saturday, May 1, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at

St. Paul the Apostle Church, 2715

Horse Pen Creek Rd., in Greens-

boro. For registration information,

call Pat Onaindia at (704) 370-3244.

Marys Garden
Catliolic Books and Gifts

Books and special gifts

for ALL occasions!!

704-823-7244
866-823-7244

Tues - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm
3816 South New Hope Rd - Gastonia

(New Hope Small Business Center • Unit #27)

5 miles south of 1-85 - Exit 20

Golfing for a good cause

Photo by Ann Kilkelly

Golfers participate in Catholic Social Services Charlotte Regional Office's Golf

Tournament at Carolina Golf and Country Club March 29. The fundraiser tournament

was inspired by Sister Eileen McLoughlln, a Missionary Servant of the Most Blessed

Trinity and avid golfer who spent 20 years as a counseling supervisor for CSS. The

winners had their names engraved on the Sister Eileen McLoughlln Champions Cup.

MANY VOICES LIFTED IN SONG

Charlotte Catholic choir performs at

Carnegie Hall

CHARLOTTE — Fifty-one

members of the Honors Ensemble at

Charlotte Catholic High School took

part in the National Youth Choir con-

cert at Carnegie Hall in New York
City March 20.

The students were part of a 477-

voice choir consisting of high school

students from across the United
States to perform at the Isaac Stern

Auditorium, the largest of Carnegie

Hall's three performance halls with an

audience capacity of 2,804.

The students learned seven pieces

of choral music written by Mozart,

Mendelssohn, Clausen and
MulhoUand. The clinician who pre-

pared these students in two days was
Dr. Andre Thomas, a world-re-

nowned conductor, arranger and
composer and director of choral music

at Florida State University.

Two of the pieces performed were

written by Thomas.
The students earned money from

several fundraisers to help pay for

their four-day trip. Eight parents ac-

companied the ^roup, along with

Dottie Tippett, the school's choral di-

rector.

In addition to performing in one

of the world's most prestigious ven-

ues, the Charlotte Catholic students

were able to see "The Lion King" on

Broadway; visit Rockefeller Center,

the Empire State Building, Statue of

Liberty and Ellis Island; and eat

lunch in Little Italy.

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:

"Ofall the advertisingfor my store, the biggest return for my money has been

from The Catholic Nexvs & Herald. I track the success with n coupon and

receive more customers with coupons than from all other advertising sources

combined. It's great!
"

— Tony Gagliardo, President, The Catholic Company at Lake Norman

Catholic ^^^^ today for low rates to ten over 1 25,000 readers

NEw^+jERALD cvery week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332
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CNS PHOTO BY Debbie Hill

Tsiona Shay of the Israeli Postal Authority displays letters to God at a post office

in Jerusalem March 31. Letters addressed to God are among the undeliverable

mail collected by the service on a regular basis.

Advertisement

TWO WEEK VACATION DEPARTS AUGUST 13"

Join Two Missouri Priests on a

Nova Scotia
Cruise from Boston to Montreal

Plus Tour the Northeast!
Once again Your Man Tours has teamed up with Holland America Line to offer a unique two

week vacation package including a one week deluxe cruise and a one week motor-coach tour. On
August Catholic Newspaper readers will fly from throughout the country to Boston for one

night, with an included city tour, before boarding your deluxe 5-STAR ship the ms Maasdam. You'll

be joined, for this entire two week vacation with your Spiritual Directors Father Robert Liss, pastor

of St. Stephen Roman Catholic Church in Richwoods, Missouri; and Father C. Robert Dorhauer

(Father Bob) pastor of St. Richard Roman Catholic Church in St. Louis, Missouri.

Mass will be celebrated daily on board ship for those in the group who wish to participate.

Your cruise will take you "way-up-north" to a cooler climate. Highlights include Boston Hart)or;

Bar Harbor, Maine; a day in Halifax and another day in Sydney, Nova Scotia; Charlottetown, Prince

Edward Island; the Saguenay Fjord (the largest in Eastern North America); The St. Lawrence

River; Quebec City, Quebec; and the "Paris of the Americas" Montreal, Quebec. Your Man Tours

will then help you disembark the ship, and take you on a city tour of Montreal before checking you

in to your hotel (for one night) in Montreal. In the days to come you'll visit the Adirondack and

Catskill Mountains; Hyde Park Mansions; Mystic Village, Connecticut; and enjoy city tours of

Philadelphia and New York City before one last night in Boston before flying home.

Prices (per person, based on double occupancy) start at only $2387 including all taxes, port

charges and airfare from Chariotte. Friends and family are welcome.

Space is limited. Reservations are confirmed with $50 deposits on a first received basis.

For brochure with detailed itinerary and Fathers' letter with their phone numbers call:

'YOUR MAN' lOURS 1-800-968-7626
ProvidinQ carefree vacations since 1967!

Letters to God often find

final destination In

Jerusalem post office
BY JUDITH SUDILOVSKY

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

JERUSALEM — In the gray, flo-

rescent-lit office of the undelivered let-

ters department of the Israel Postal

Authority the letters gather.

They are the letters people send to

God and are addressed in a variety of

ways: "God, Israel"; "The Almighty
God, Jerusalem"; "Jesus Christ, Jerusa-

lem"; "To Good Jerusalem"; "Angels of

Heaven."

"People who feel lonely, people in

despair send letters to God," said

Yitzhak Rabihiya, spokesman for the

Israel Postal Authority. "These are

very private letters."

This is also the place where letters

to Santa Claus are sent — a far cry

from his legendary workshop in the

North Pole.

Most of the letters arrive in waves

around Christmas and New Year's

and the Jewish holidays of Rosh
Hashana and Yom Kippur, Rabihiya

said.

The letters are written by people

of all ages, in every language — in-

cluding Arabic — and come from all

over the world. They ask for love,

health, peace, money, help with studies

— and many ask for forgiveness, said

Avi Yaniv, director of the department.

"There was a letter from one girl

who had stolen a few things and asked

God to help her stop stealing," Yaniv

said. "Other people who stole things

even send the money covering the cost

of the item."

The money is sent to charity,

he said.

Because the department deals with

all letters with insufficient or undeliv-

erable addresses, certain employees
are permitted by law to open the let-

ters to try to determine where they

were meant to be sent. Not all the

letters to God are read, and as with all

the letters that reach the postal au-

thority employees strictly protect the

confidentiality of the writers, Yaniv

said.

According to Israeli law, the con-

tents of the letters can be published

only 15 years after they were written,

Yaniv said.

Sample letters show that most let-

ters are handwritten; some are written

with awe and a tone of great respect,

while others are much more relaxed

and familiar in style.

"Dear God, How are you doing

today? I hope and pray you are doing

fine and feeling great," wrote one per-

son from the United States.

Another person from an undisclosed

country wrote seeking help for some
financial difficulty: "Please God, help me.

I am entrusting you with my fears."

One man from Spain wrote asking

for peace for Israel and the entire

world. A woman from an undisclosed

country asked for forgiveness for forg-

ing dates on a prescription, while an-

other woman from an undisclosed

country asked God to help her with

her addiction to pistachios.

"My God! A lot of time has passed

partly because of lack of courage and

partly because of lack of faith. ...Today

I am gathering courage and asking to

stay away from pistachios for the rest

ofmy life. ... I ask to be rid of pistachios

and fruit and dried fruit and all the

other drugs which damage me. ... I am
now in a stage of gaining weight. Al-

low me to accept myself as I am and to

forgive myself" she wrote.

The letter that stands out in

Yaniv's mind is the letter his depart-

ment received from a widow who
asked God to allow her husband to

_

appear in her dreams so she could see

him again.

"She loved her husband so much.

It touched me," Yaniv said.

Several times a year the letters are

taken to the Western Wall in

Jerusalem's Old City, and there the

rabbi of the Western Wall deposits

them in the cracks of the wall, following

an ancient Jewish tradition, Yaniv said.

Jews believe that the Holy Land is

the center of the world, that Jerusalem

is the center of the Holy Land and that

the Western Wall is the holiest place in

Jerusalem, "closest to God," Yaniv said.

"Our only role is to get the letters

to whom they were addressed. When
it is addressed in this case to God,

there is no place to send it, so we take it

to the rabbi at the Western Wall,"

Rabihiya said.

"We see it as an important role.

We feel that by doing this we are ful-

filling the mission asked of us by the

people who wrote these letters try-

ing to get to God. We don't have an

address for God, but we try to do

our best," he said.

ANNUAL CARD PARTY
Come for great fun, food and prizesl

Wed,, April 21 6:30 pm
St. Vincent de Paul Women's Guild

If you don't play cords, bring a board game!
Do you have a new gift item to donate? Call 704-553-2679

6828 Old Reid Road, Charlotte $7 admission

Info: 704-554-1281 or 704-523-8601 (both after 6pm)



8 The Catholic News & Herald

IN OUR SCHOOLS
April 9, 2004

LEADING THE WAY

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Sherri Petrilli, nurse at St. Mark School in Huntersville, checks off completed laps

by students participating in the School Walk for Diabetes April 1.

St. Mark students walk,

raise funds for diabetics
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

HUNTERSVILLE — Students at

St. Mark School are leading the march

against diabetes.

According to the American Diabetes

Association, St. Mark School has raised

the most money of all schools participat-

ing in the School Walk for Diabetes.

Walking in shifts throughout the day

April 1, the kindergarten through sixth-

grade students helped raise more than

$16,200.

St. Mark School is currently first

among the participating schools in

North Carolina and the Southeast, said

Suzanne Fulcher, the ADA's state coor-

dinator for School Walk for Diabetes.

When all the numbers are calculated, St.

Mark School may be first in the entire

nation, she said.

"It's a major accomplishment, espe-

cially in our first year," said Sherri

Petrilli, school nurse who organized the

walk. "I'm so overwhelmed with it all."

Fifth-grader Katie Wackerman, one

of two St. Mark School students diag-

nosed with diabetes, was happy to see

her fellow classmates making laps

around the school parking lot.

"I think it's cool," said

Wackerman, "that they would come
out here and walk for all the diabetics

and make a difference."

The students crafted a "Wall of

Honor" — a poster in the school lobby

that contains the names of friends and

family with diabetes, for whom the stu-

dents were walking.

Petrilli also helped organize a num-
ber of other diabetes-related activities,

including a pep rally and "Penny Wars"
among the classes, which raised more
than $1,600.

The fifth- and sixth-graders also

learned what it was like to have diabetes

by following the routines and schedule of

a diabetic for a day. Classes also learned

about the importance of exercise and

nutrition. ,

The cause ofdiabetes continues to be

a mystery, although both genetics and

environmental factors such as obesity

and lack of exercise appear to play roles,

according to the American Diabetes

Association's Web site.

Diabetes is a disease in which the

body does not produce or properly use

insulin, a hormone needed to convert

sugar, starches and other food into en-

ergy needed for daily life.

There are 18.2 inillion people in the

United States, or 6.3 percent of the popu-

lation, who have diabetes. While an esti-

mated 13 million have been diagnosed

with diabetes, unfortunately, 5.2 million

people (or nearly one-third) are unaware

that they have the disease.

All of the credit for St. Mark
School's successful event went to

Petrilli and the students, said Dr. Walt
Pryzgocki, principal.

'This program joins a list of student

services that include financial support

for Holy Angels (in Belmont), St. Mark
Church's Angel Tree, the American Red
Cross' Disaster Relief, Samaritan's Feet

and others," he said.

"This school has existed for only

eight months," said Przygocki. "This

'culture of service' is due to the students,

teachers and parents of St. Mark Catho-

lic School."

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.

School announces Principal's

List, Honor Roll students
GASTONIA — Joe Puceta, prin-

cipal of St. Michael School in

Gastonia, proudly announced the

names of students on the Principal's

List and Honor Roll for the school's

third quarter.

Principal's List: Sixth-grader
Nicole Florack; Seventh-graders
Annie Hess and Catherine Maier; and
eighth-grader Bobby Stover.

Honor Roll: Sixth-graders Eliza-

beth Black and Janell Carr; seventh-

graders Jack Collier, Thomas Hauer,

Richard Hovis, Jason Kleiner, Ben
Messer, Emma Nelli, Clare
Pressimone, Sonia Sayani and Desiri

Sido; and eighth-graders Rebecca
Black, Sarah Geyer and Melissa
Sherrill.

SAINT YOU SHOULD KNOW
ST. BERNADETTE

Marie Bernarde Soubirous was born at Lourdes, France, Jan. 7, 1844. Called Bernadette

as a child, she lived in poverty and on Feb. 11 , 1858, she saw a vision of the Virgin Mary.

Daily visions followed and on Feb. 28, a spring flowed where none had been before,

and on March 25, a vision directed her to build a chapel on the site. In 1866, Bernadette

became a nun; she died in 1879. Lourdes soon became one of the great pilgrimage

centers of modern Christianity where many miracles have been reported. Sister

Bernadette was canonized in 1933. Her feast day is April 16.

Living Waters Catiiolic Reflection Center

SPRING RETREATS

LIFE'S TRANSITIONS: FINDING GOD AMIDST THE CHALLENGES
AND CHANGES OF OUR LIVES Donna Mahoney, D. Min.

Friday April 30 at 7:00 PM to Sunday May 2 after lunch

Changes, whether relocation, separation, divorce, death, midlife,

retirement or even the birth of a baby, often bring us to the brink and

cause us to question, join us in searching how we grow, develop and are

strengthened In our abilities and our faith by life's challenges. $ 1 25

ST. FRANCIS' "CANTICLE OF THE CREATURES": A SOUL'S
JOURNEY Sr. Anne Amati, O.S.F.

Monday May 3 at 7:00 PM to Sunday May 9 after breakfast

Through input, prayer, art, quiet time, faith sharing and ritual,

participants will explore St. Francis' "Canticle of the Creatures" as an

expression of his inner journey to God. As we ponder the elements of

creation, we are invited to create "a canticle" of our own. $350

SUPREME BLESSEDNESS: SALESIAN PERSPECTIVES ON
LIVING THE BEATITUDES Fr. Michael S. Murray, O.S.F.S

Monday May 1 7 at 7:00 PM to Friday May 2 1 after breakfast

This retreat will focus on the down-to-earth spirituality of St. Francis

DeSales with special emphasis on the qualities or characteristics most often

associated with the pursuit of happy, healthy and holy lives. $250

MAY NATURE RETREAT Sr. Fran Grady, S.C.L. and Freeman Owie

Monday May 24 at 7:00 PM to Sunday May 30 after breakfast

The hills are alive with music, with dogwood, with God, Feel the

excitement of springtime opening the mountains and you to the gentle

touch of God's creative love. Hear the ancient Cherokee stories about

Earth. Walk, listen, journal and pray your way into the source of all

new life. $350

CREATIVE MYSTERY Sr. Fran Grady, S.CL.

Monday May 3 1 at 7:00 PM to Friday June 4 after breakfast

Inviting all artists (poets, writers, visual artists, musicians, dancers, etc.)

to share and rejoice in the Divine Gift of creath/e and artistic energy.

Rejoicing in creative and mysterious expression, we allow God's creative

power to transform us into wholeness and holiness. $250

103 LIVING WATERS LANE
MAGGIE VALLEY, NC 28751

TEL: (828) 926-3833 FAX: (828) 926- 1 997
WEB: www.cadiolicretreat.org EMAIL: LWCRC@main.nc.us
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PAGES OF VICTORY REAPING REWARDS

Courtesy Photo

Middle schoolers from Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro took first place in

recent N.C. State Battle of the Books competitions. First row (from left): Keiran

Campbell, Olivia Campbell, Christiane Ruggiero and Elanor Shingledecker; Second

row (from left): Lauren Martiere, Mark Sowinski, Helen McNamara, Monika Chao

and Elizabeth Garcia; Third row (from left): Logan Payne, Tommy Saintsing and

Will Scott.

OLG students sweep Battle

of the Books
GREENSBORO — Our Lady of

Grace School students know their

books.

The Middle School Battle of the

Books team took first place in the sys-

tem-level competitions of the N.C. State

Battle of the Books in Concord March 8,

and first place in the regional competi-

tion at Providence Day School in Char-

lotte March 29.

The Battle of the Books program is

for middle school students who read

from a list of books established by the

state Battle of the Books committee, and

then compete in quiz-bowl-style tourna-

ments to test their knowledge of the

books.

The Our Lady of Grace School team
now advances to the state level of the

competition, representing the Indepen-

dent School District (private/parochial/

home schools) m North Carolma. i'he

competition will take place at the Uni-

versity of North Carolina at Greensboro

April 30.

The purpose of the Battle of the

Books program is to encourage reading

by all students at the middle school level.

Students, regardless of ability, are ex-

posed to quality literature representing

a variety of literary styles and view-

points by prominent authors in the area

of young adult literature. The game for-

mat creates interest and excitement in

reading.

The North Carolina Association of

School Librarians assumed sponsorship

of Battle of the Books in 1991. In 2000,

the North Carolina School Library Me-
dia Association became a co-sponsor of

Battle of the Books, and independent

schools became a region for competition.

Catholic Gift & Book Store

Hours:

9am - 5pm
Mon- Fri

1st Communion — veils, missals, rosaries, gifts

Confirmation— special, unique gifts

Daily and Sunday missals

(336) 273-2554 233 N, Greene St. Greensboro, NC 27401

ce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

1 40 1 Patron Ave.

Ailieville, fJC

(828) 252-3535

72 Ixifig Shoak Road

Adea NC
(828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Ashevilles Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874 3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at uiwtD.grocefuneralhome.com

Courtesy Photo

Harry the Happy Dragon and a representative of Harris Teeter brought ice cream

and a check for $2,700 to Our Lady of Grace School March 17.

Supermarket treats OLG
stu(dents to ice cream

GREENSBORO — Our Lady of

Grace School students were recently

treated for their "Together in Education"

efforts.

Harry the Happy Dragon and rep-

resentatives from Harris Teeter, who
sponsors the Together in Education

program, brought ice cream to the stu-

dents March 17 to recognize the

school family's support of the pro-

gram, which runs August to May of

every school year.

When specific products are pur-

chased using a Harris Teeter VIP card,

the supermarket gives a portion of the

sales back to the school of the

customer's choice.

Roberta Hutchcraft, principal, ac-

cepted a $2,700 check from Harris Teeter

on behalf of Our Lady of Grace School.

What: Men's Conference

Who: Steve Wood

When: Thursday, May 1 3 7-9:30 pm
Where: St. Barnabas

109 Crescent Hill Dr.

Arden, NC 28704
828.684.6098

Price: $20
Info: Randy Warrick
828.890.0501

Directions: Off 1-26, take Exit 40

at Arden Airport. Go east 2 miles

to Hwy 25. Turn right at signal.

Proceed 1/2 nniie.Turn right at

Sunbeann Bakery.

BECAUSE THERE IS NO
7TII INNING STRETCH..,

MEN'S CONFERENCE
"Passing the Torch:

The Four Quarters of Eatherhood"

Fathering during the first quarter:
- Keys to fathering during the early years

- How discipline works

Feathering during the second quarter:
- How to raise your sons to be real men
- Successful fathering of daughters

Fathering during the third quarter:
- Motivating older teens

- Keeping teens out of trouble

- Creative alternatives to the dating scene

Fathering during the fourth quarter:
- How to help your daughter avoid a big

mistake in choosing a husband
- How to prepare your son to be a great

husband and father
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The Legend of the

Easter Egg
Simon ot Cyrene was on his way

to the marketplace carrying a basket

of eggs, when he came upon a crowd
of people. A Roman soldier came over

to Simon and said. "Follow me."

Simon was told to help a man named
Jesus carry a heavy cross that Jesus

would be crucified on later that day.

Simon set his basket of eggs aside and

\v:ent to help Jesus.

Along the difficult way, Simon be-

came friends with the man who was
going to die. Jesus shared with Simon
some of his teachings. Before the sol-

ders nailed Jesus to the cross Jesus

thanked Simon and whispered in his

ear, " I will give you a sign that I have

spoken the truth and you will know
that I have risen from the dead."

Later that day, Simon was sad-

dened by the death of Jesus. He was
hoping the promise that Jesus had
made would come true, but he re-

ceived no sign. After two days, Simon
suddenly remembered his basket of

eggs. He ran to the marketplace to

find them. When he looked in the bas-

ket, he saw the sign Jesus had prom-
ised. Each of the eggs had changed.

Some were brightly colored and other

had beautiful designs on them.

Simon knew that Jesus was alive! As
he ran to tell his fi-iends, shouts of "Alle-

luia" were heard all over Jerusalem.

Courtesy Photo

Chris Ostrom's seventh-grade homeroom class at Our Lady of Grace School performed

living Stations of the Cross for the student body in Our Lady of Grace Church March

24.

SERVING THE CAROLINAS
FOR MORE THAN 23 YEARS!

Confirmation &
First Communion Veils,
Cards & Special Gifts

ii ==n~ CARpUNA CATHOLIC —
^ BOOKSHOPPE _

I' ==!i

704-342-2878
Fax 0704) 334-331

3

44 1 (yF Monroe Road,
Charlotte, 28205

We welcome mail orders
AND special orders!

Mon-Fri 9:30 AM - 5:30 pm
Sat 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

WWW.CAROLINACATHOLICBOOKS.COM

Spring's Here!

Time to Feel Great!

Lose weight now and feel

good about yourself!
All natural and herbal products —
great for your body plus energy,

relaxation, sleep, especially stress.

And many more!

Order online - shipped directly to you.

Visit our online store at:

vwvw.heaith4lifeproducts.com
Call: (888) 546-7257

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Spring sunshine illuminates the statue of St. Gabriel outside St. Gabriel School in

Charlotte April 6.

Courtesy Photo

The fourth-grade faith formation class at St. Matthew Church in Charlotte performs

a living Stations of the Cross during a special Lenten prayer service for all faith

formation classes and the parish March 8-9.

Is Inat lovLT t^iiai Answer:

"When I'm gone, who will

receive die gifts God gave me?
^

A will is your final answer to the question. 60-70%

oi Americans die witliout a valid will, if you die witkout

a will, tke laws of tlie state you live in will determine

kow your assets are divided including assets to your family.

Witkout a will or otker ckaritakle estate plan, ckaritakle

desires you may kave for your parisk, Catkolic sckool,

agency, diocese or tke diocesan foundation will ke ignored.

Don 't lei your final answer he silence.

97,. rHuiclatcofi/
I CaUmSe MveaM al CbartoOa

To receive c free hooklet "Better Estate Planning" contact Gina RlioJes, Director o} PlanneJ Giving.

704-370-3320, 1123 S. Church Street, Charlotte, NC 2S203, gmrhoJes(g/charloiteJiocese.org
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Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Flowering Crabapple trees begin to blossom outside the diocesan Pastoral Center

in early April.

Rose Hawthorne, Servant of God, Proposed for Sainthood

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne
New York • Ohio • Pennsylvania • Georgia • Minnesota

Vocation Retreat
JUNE 4, 5, 6

AT OUR MOTHERHOUSE
Reservations Required

1

Her Legacy:

The Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne, today.

We live In Community and take vows of

chastity, poverty and obedience. Dally

prayer and our apostolate of caring for

incurable cancer patients are integral

parts of our offering to God. All care is

free. Many who enter our Community
have no prior nursing experience.

For more information atiout our community, contact

Sfl. Teresa Marie, O.P.,

Vocation Director

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne
600 Linda Avenue, Hawthorne, NY 10532

(91 4) 769-4794 or 769-01 14

e-mail: SrTeresaM@aoi.com

Visit our WEB site: www.liavvlhome-dominicans.org

Many join Catholic Church
on Holy Saturday

RCIA, from page 1

Rite of Election with Bishop Peter J.

Jugis at three locations — Immaculate

Conception Church in Hendersonville

Feb. 29, St. Matthew Church in Char-

lotte March 6 and St. Paul the Apostle

Church in Greensboro March 7.

"I was delighted as bishop to see

such evidence of the work of the Holy
Spirit throughout the diocese," said

Bishop Jugis. "It was inspiring to see so

many individuals wanting to celebrate

the sacraments of initiation."

Of the 63,891 who participated in

diocesan ceremonies in the United

States, more than 26,000 wUl be bap-

tized, confirmed and receive the Eucha-

rist for the first time on Holy Saturday.

The other 37,000-plus, already baptized

as Christians, will enter full communion
with the Catholic Church at those cer-

emonies.

In the Diocese of Charlotte, 137 will

be baptized, confirmed and receive the

Eucharist for the first time, while 369

will enter full communion with the

church.

"It is spiritually rewarding to see

how the Holy Spirit is working in the

hearts and souls of people wanting to be

fully initiated into the Catholic Church,"

said Bishop Jugis.

The numbers fi-om the diocesan cer-

emonies in early Lent of 2004 are

slightly higher than the 62,26 1 recorded

in diocesan ceremonies in 2003. About
three-quarters of the dioceses responded

to the Secretariat for Evangelization's

survey.

"The common denominator seems

to be a discovery of a more meaningful

and religiously satisfying faith," said Dr.

Cris Villapando, director of the Office of

Faith Formation in the Diocese of Char-

lotte.

"All of the incoming people have in

some way undergone a conversion," he

said.

At least 17 U.S. dioceses will bring

in groups larger than 1,000 people, with

the largest groups of candidates and cat-

echumens in the Archdiocese of Los An-
geles (3,070) and the Diocese of

Galveston-Houston (1,797).

The Rite of Christian Initiation of

Adults is an ancient rite that was reinsti-

tuted in the church following the Second

Vatican Council. It is the usual means

for adults to come into the church.

Those who are not yet baptized are

called catechumens, while Christians

who are already baptized are called can-

didates.

'The approach in RCIA is based on

the ritual text RCIA No. 75, which is

really strategies for conversion therapy,"

said Villapando.

Infant baptisms take place in par-

ishes throughout the year, and it is esti-

mated that there will be more than 1

million performed in 2004.

In the Holy Saturday ceremonies,

adults will enter the church in every

diocese of the country and in virtually

every one of the nation's nearly 19,000

parishes.

"In the end, this journey (of conver-

sion) is Christocentric and enables the

people to focus fundamentally on Christ

and not the imperfections of pastoral

agents," said Villapando.

Contributing to this story were Jane

Harriman in Wilmington, Ann M.
Augherton in Arlington and Ed Langlois in

Portland.

Many Annuity Owners
Lpse Money.
Will YOU?

Some annuity owners lose money because they didn't know

what questions to ask when they bought, and their salesperson

did not volunteer any information.

If you own an annuity or are considering taking advantage of

their many benefits, my FREE report, "Using Guaranteed

Annuities to Help You Survive Your Retirement, " will tell you

what questions to ask.

The report is FREE and shows you how to get more benefits

from your existing assets and help preserve your annuity value.

Call 800-800-4960, ext. 7405 (24 hours)

for your FREE report!

Dr. Richard Pucciarelli

Certified Senior Advisor

Member ofAsset Protectors and Advisors Group
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Culture Watch

April 9, 2004

A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Prequel of 'Da Vinci Code' is more

of tlie same - witli one difference

BY JOSEPH R. THOMAS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The resurrection of Dan Brown's

moribund "Angels & Demons" is some-

thing of a literary miracle.

The book, on merit, succumbed qui-

etly enough when it was first published

four years ago. But then, last spring,

came Brown's 'The Da Vinci Code," a

water-into-wine Doubleday phenom-
enon that is still on the best-seller list

with more than 6 million copies celebrat-

ing the physical and intellectual derring-

do of Harvard symbologist Robert

Langdon.

"Da Vinci," then, is the reason "An-

gels & Demons" was rescued from the

Simon & Schuster morgue (Atria is a

Simon & Schuster imprint), being reis-

sued in paperback as a prequel to "Da

Vinci." Because it showed remarkable

strength we now have the hardcover

version.

The similarities between "Angels"

and "Da Vinci" are many, but space pre-

vents us from examining them at length.

Let it simply be noted that both open

with a murder in unusual circum-

stances, the victim in "Da Vinci" being a

curator in the Louvre, whereas in "An-

gels" it is a priest-scientist who has cre-

ated anti-matter in a bottle while work-

ing for a Swiss research firm that consid-

ers the God of tradition to be but a

stand-in for science as the Almighty.

In both instances, a phone call to

Langdon initiates a swirl of literally art-

ful sleuthing. In "Da Vinci," the sum-
mons pairs him with a leggy
cryptologist who is the slain curator's

granddaughter. In "Angels" he finds

himself working with the victim-priest's

leggy daughter by adoption.

A "bio-entanglement physicist," she

is thought to be the only other person

privy to the anti-matter secret. But of

course she isn't. Otherwise we wouldn't

have had a corpse with his eye plucked

out, and Langdon would still be home in

bed.

If you are familiar with "Da Vinci,"

you know that in it the church is demon-
ized. That continued the pattern Brown
established in "Angels," where the

demonization is aimed mostly at struc-

ture and practice, whereas in "Da Vinci"

the target is dogma and belief Although

the reader of one book is likely to feel a

sense of deja vu in reading the other,

there is a monumental difference.

On the copyright page of "Angels"

you will find this notice: "This book is a

work of fiction. Names, characters,

places and incidents are products of the

author's imagination or are used ficti-

tiously. ..." Indeed, as soon as Langdon
boards a strange-looking plane that will

whisk him from Boston to Geneva in an

hour we know we are in the realm of

fantasy.

Not so in "Da Vinci." There Brown
asserts, "All descriptions of artwork, ar-

chitecture, documents and secret rituals

in this novel are accurate." Thereafter he

weaves fact and fiction together decep-

tively, imparting an aura of authenticity

to the whole while shredding core beliefs

and giving Jesus both a wife and a child.

The charade, which finds Langdon pur-

suing clues secretly hidden in Da Vinci's

art, argues that the church has murder-

ously sought to suppress its "feminine

side."

In "Angels," Bernini and his works

are the source of the clues, with the plot

hinging on the placement of anti-matter

of unbelievable force under St. Peter's

Basilica. The anti-matter is due to ex-

plode at midnight in the midst of a con-

clave to choose a successor to the pope

who himself has been murdered.

But first, a long-dormant secret

brotherhood of scientists. The Illuminati,

must be reinvigorated to set up the sci-

ence-religion conflict. And for maximum
effect, St. Peter's Square must be filled

with people enticed there by the gro-

tesque hourly murders of four cardinals

kidnapped from the conclave.

There is, of course, a surprise end-

ing, although the anti-matter does ex-

plode and the display, live and on TV, is

indeed spectacular. Nevertheless the ba-

silica and Vatican City are saved thanks

to Langdon and an unlikely cohort.

In. the end, bodies lie scattered all

over Rome's liturgical landscape, the

new god. Science, reigns supreme and

Langdon, after a long and tiring day,

finds himself in bed with the bio-en-

tanglement physicist who earlier dis-

proved a favorite Einstein theory by us-

ing "atomically synchronized cameras to

observe a school of tuna fish."

Thanks to "Da Vinci," this hereto-

fore sow's ear of a book has become a silk

purse.

Thomas, retired editor in chief of The

Christophers and aformer diocesan newspa-

per editor, is afrequent reviewer ofbooks.

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE
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WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: APRIL 18, 2004

April 18, Second

Sunday of Easter

Cycle C Readings:

1) Acts 5:12-16

Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24

2) Revelation 1:9-1 la, 12-13, 17-19

3) Gospel: John 20:19-31

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Much as the disciples were gath-

ered, in this weekend's Gospel passage,

the 1 8 young people were gathered in a

room. Only these youths were not fear-

ful, and the door was not locked or even

closed. They were in the final hour of a

weekend fast in solidarity with poor

people throughout the world.

During the fast they grew increas-

ingly aware of the magnitude of the

suffering, the causes of hunger and their

own responsibility to work to alleviate it.

They collected money for Catholic Relief

Services and food for a local food pantry.

They listened as a pantry client told her

life story, then emptied their pockets to

give her gas money. They became more
and more fervent in their prayer as they

came to understand Jesus' compassion

for the poor. By the closing session, each

made a personal commitment to con-

tinue fighting against hunger.

Thomas, too, was already a commit-

ted disciple of Jesus, but he had trouble

believing something incredible that h<

had not witnessed. Jesus seemed mon
than happy to oblige his faithful followe:

with the gift of a personal appearance

He did the same thing for those youth;

at the end of their fast.

They had just finished stating thei

commitments when an elderly man an<

his grown son appeared in the doorwa)

The older man had long gray hair, wa
missing some teeth and used a cane

Both were disheveled.

Now, I have experienced meetinj

Jesus in someone in need on more thai

one occasion. But my first thought thi

time was that these young people wouL
think I had set this up.

They told me the father was ill, tha

they were passing through on their wa
from Alabama to New York and ha

run out of gas and money. I gave ther

some dollars to get farther down th

road and thanked them for coming,

As they left, one of the youth
grinned, "What just happened?" sh

asked. As I explained, they smUed an

nodded. No doubters there.

Questions:

When have you experienced th

presence of Jesus after believing? Whj
tempts you to unbelief?

Scripture to Illustrate:

"Blessed are those who have not see

and have believed" (John 20:29).

m I

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 11 - APRIL 17

Sunday (The Resurrection of the Lord), Acts 10:34, 37-43, 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, John 20:1-

Monday (Easter Monday), Acts 2:14, 22-33, Matthew 28:8-15; Tuesday (Easter Tuesday), Ac

2:36-41 , John 20:11-18; Wednesday (Easter Wednesday), Acts 3:1-10, Luke 24:13-35; Thursd

(Easter Thursday), Acts 3:11-26, Luke 24:35-48; Friday (Easter Friday), Acts 4:1-12, John 21 :1-t

Saturday (Easter Saturday), Acts 4:13-21, Mark 16:9-15

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 18 - APRIL 24

Sunday (Second Sunday of Easter Divine Mercy Sunday), Acts 5:12-16, Revelation 1:9-13,

1

19, John 20:19-31
;
Monday, Acts 4:23-31 , John 3:1-8; Tuesday, Acts 4:32-37, John 3:7-15; Wedne

day (St. Anselm), Acts 5:17-26, John 3:16-21; Thursday, Acts 5:27-33, John 3:31-36; Friday (J

George, St. Adalbert), Acts 5:34-42, John 6:1-15; Saturday (St. Fidelis), Acts 6:1-7, John 6:16-:

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

Driverswanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing Could Be Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

\

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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CNS PHOTO BY James Ba«, Denver Catholic Register

John P. Jackson, a member of the 1978 American team that first examined the

Shroud of Turin, demonstrates to visitors at the Turin Shroud Center of Colorado

how dimensions of the reputed burial cloth of Christ correspond with the standard

unit of measure in early Palestine.

The Winston Salem Area Chapter of

The Eucharistic Apostles of the Divine Mercy

presents

The Feast of Divine Mercy
at all Masses ofHoly Family Catholic Church, Clemmons

Saturday, April 17 — 5:30 pm

Sunday, April 1 8 — 7:45 am, 9:1 5 am,

11:00 am, 12:30 pm

Exposition of Blessed Sacrament

- 1 :30 pm

Holy Rosary

- 2 pm

Recitation of the Dh^ine Mercy Chaplet

3:00 pm

Benediction

- 3:30 pm

Hospitality following

Pleasejoin usfor our
newfeast ofhope and healing!

Note: Please go to Confession prior to Divine Mercy Sunday.

Reconciliation will not be available on that day.

For more information about Divine Mercy,
log on to: www.holyfamilyclemmons.com

Shroud of Turin experts say

Gibson fiim sparlts new

interest in ciotli

Experts see '40 percent increase in

inquiries about shroud

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE
COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.

— The wide publicity and contro-

versy surrounding "The Passion of

the Christ" have brought a spike of

new interest in the Shroud of Turin.

John P. and Rebecca S. Jackson,

who run the Turin Shroud Center of

Colorado in Colorado Springs, and
Barrie Schwortz, who runs the Web
site www.shroud.com, reported a re-

cent increase in calls or visits.

"This is normally a busy time of

the year for us, but there's been about

a 40 percent increase" in phone calls,

said Rebecca Jackson, associate direc-

tor of the center. A daughter of Ortho-

dox Jews who is now Catholic, she

has written and lectured on Jewish

aspects of the shroud.

John Jackson, a Catholic, doesn't

see belief in the shroud's authenticity

as simply a matter of faith.

"Are we trying to replace science

with faith? No, not at all," he said.

"But this would all be pointless if it

doesn't lead us to faith."

Schwortz said that while science

may never reach clear knowledge as

to how the image was imprinted on
the shroud he has his own conclusion.

"The only logical answer or explana-

tion for the Shroud of Turin is that it

ake the right move to

finding your dream home.
See Chase first...

because home
ownership matters.

TAILORED MORTGAGE PROGRAMS

• Chase mortgage programs are

tailored to fit your individual needs

• Experienced mortgage specialists

will personally worl< with you from
application through closing

• A free mortgage affordability

estimate can show you how much
home you can afford*

• A Chase mortgage preapproval will

make you feel more confident

knowing you have "cash in hand"
when shopping for a home

Make the move to Chase Home
Finance—call today.

Paul McCture

(704) 553-1202

Ext. 203

*Ha^uits g( tfii; rtiongjifjy afEurd^ijifir/ asiimafti 3ft! guidaiiiios lt«j astifiiai^ is nci iiii
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wrapped the body of Jesus after he

was crucified," he said.

Schwortz, a former imaging con-

sultant at Cedars-Sinai Medical Cen-
ter in Los Angeles, said he was a Jew
when he started studying the shroud

and remains a Jew today.

He sees his constant Jewish faith

as a way to remain unbiased in his

shroud research, however.

Belief that the shroud was the one

that covered Jesus' body does not re-

quire belief that Jesus rose from the

dead, he said, although many Chris-

tians believe the resurrection may ex-

plain how the image came to appear

on the shroud.

Schwortz contended there is clear

evidence that casts a serious shadow
on the carbon- 14 dating tests per-

formed in 1988 at three separate

laboratories, all of which concluded

that the cloth dated from around the

13th or 14th century. Those tests led

many to conclude the shroud is a fake.

"There is empirical, scientific evi-

dence now in existence that shows
that that section of the cloth was, in

fact, a reweaving," he said.

Jackson, too, is unconvinced by

the carbon- 14 tests.

"They would still have to explain

the image with all of its characteris-

tics," he said. "I just couldn't see how
a forger could have done it."

Contributing to this story was Ed
Lopez in Colorado Springs and Brandon

Evans in Indianapolis.

C
C

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafiineral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Kni^ti ofColumbus
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IN OUR SCHOOLS
April 9, 2004

SIX-STRING SUCCESS

Bishop McGuinness students

perform at guitar festival

KERNERSVILLE — The Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School Hon-

ors Guitar Ensemble performed in the

All-Regional Guitar Festival at Guilford

College in Greensboro March 27-28.

The ensemble was invited to per-

form as the opening act for the guitar

orchestra, made up of selected high

school students from around the Triad

area. Two Bishop McGuinness students,

Matthew Ostler and Beth Hurley, were

selected.

Bishop McGuinness students

who performed in the ensemble included

Sandy and Paul Gerlach, David Laux,

Greg Means, Katie Goodman, Alex

Frye, Andrew Mealin, Michael Sage and

Charlie Smitli.

"It went very well," said Dr. Alan

Hirsh, music director at Bishop

McGuinness. "It was an honor for us to

be asked to do that."

The group performed a number
of selections during their 20 minute act,

including arrangements by Hirsh and

"The Shire" from the recent "Lord of the

Rings" movies.

Hirsh, who is also adjunct guitar

instructor at Wake Forest University

and Guilford College, founded and di-

rects the Piedmont Guitar Orchestra,

now in its eighth year.

SOUTH OF THE BORDER

High school students to

visit, work in Mexico
KERNERSVILLE — Students

from both Bishop McGuinness Catholic

High School and Cardinal Gibbons
High School in Raleigh will travel to

Mexico for a special mission trip April 7-

17.

The trip is designed to heighten stu-

dents' awareness of conditions in a na-

tion and culture that are quite different

from their daily experience at home. The
students will also participate in a build-

ing and painting project while there.

Traveling to San Luis de Posoti

during Holy Week, the students will

spend Easter weekend experiencing the

special worship activities for that feast in

a small-town setting.

This will be followed by a bus ex-

cursion to the village ofEl Realejo, where

the students will work with children in

the local church and school environ-

ments, teaching them English and rein-

forcing their own facility with Spanish.

On Wednesday of Easter week, stu-

dents will travel by bus to Mexico City,

stopping in the city San Miguel de

Allende. While visiting there, they will

stop at the Basilica of Our Lady of

Guadalupe, the Zocalo and the Museo
de Anthropologia.

Participatants in the trip are being

asked to keep journals of their experi-

ences.

To prepare for the trip, the Bishop

McGuinness and Cardinal Gibbons
students have held numerous
fundraisers to offset the cost of their par-

ticipation. The Bishop McGuinness
campus minister and members of the

Spanish faculty will accompany them.

KEEPING OUR SCHOOLS SAFE

The

Oratory

Religion

Camp
Visit us online at

www.rockhilloralory.com

. Two separate one-week sessions at Camp York

in Kings Mountain State Park the weeks of

July 11-17 and July 18-24,2004.

. Boys and girls under 12 who will enter grades 2-6

in September can apply for consideratioi?.

. Swimming, crafts and religious activities.

.The fee is $110.

for itiformation and application:

The Oratory Religion Camp, P. O. Box 11586. Rock Hill. SC29731-1586.

Volunteer counselors {16 or older) can write for an application

.

]om our Ormian Congregation to

SERVE GOD AS PRIEST OR BROTHER
As priests and lay men, our community lives wittiout

vows and serves God's people numerous ways, including:

Parishes Youth Camps Nursing

Retreats Campus Ministry Hospital Chaplains

Find out more sbout serving God with us:

Fr. Ed McDevitt, CO The Oratotv

P O Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

Photo by Karen A. Evans jndi

Paula Knish, a registered nurse for Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools, examines a

young student at St. Gabriel School April 6. Knish was recently awarded the Capitol

Hill 2004 Sunny Award in recognition of her efforts in changing state legislation

regarding treatment of allergic emergencies resulting in anaphylaxis.

MACS Nurse recognized for

life-savingwork

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Paula Knish, a

registered nurse for Mecklenburg Area

Catholic Schools (MACS), has been

named a winner of the Capitol Hill 2004

Sunny Award.

"I am not particularly comfortable

getting recognition," Knish said. "How-
ever, I welcome the opportunity to get

the program further revised and put it

online or in print, as it could help folks."

The award is given annually by the

Allergy and Asthma Network Mothers

of Asthmatics Organization (AANMA)
to recognize "an individual, coalition, or

organization whose accomplishments at

the local or state level resulted in

changed laws, policies, or procedures af-

fecting students with asthma or allergies

in the school setting."

Knish was recognized in the na-

tional competition for making a differ-

ence on the state level. She worked with

North Carolina Rep. Martha Alexander

to enact legislation HB 1508,

"Bioterrorism preparedness," which

reads: "Establish standards and criteria

for the education and credentialing of

persons trained to administer lifesaving

treatment to a person who suffers a se-

vere adverse reaction to agents that

might «ause anaphylaxis."

Knish then coordinated a program

to educate teachers and coaches on

how to respond with epinephrine for

allergic emergencies resulting in ana-

phylaxis. This program has been used

as a model in other school systems as

well. The Catholic News & Herald re-

ported Knish's work in developing the

First Responder protocol in the Feb.

13 issue.

Kathie Holder, MACS Health Direc-

tor, nominated Knish for the award.

"I want to emphasize that I merely

coordinated the project, and there are

many kind-hearted health care profes-

sionals who volunteered their expertise

to make the program a success," said

Knish.

Knish said she and Dr. Glen
Errington, an allergist with the Carolina

Asthma and Allergy Center in Char-

lotte, plan to co-author a paper on the

topic of allergic emergencies.

"Dr. Errington will work with the

American Academy of Pediatrics and

American Academy of Allergy and Im-

munology to make sure we have the

'gold standard' of practice for the proto-

col," said Knish.

Knish said she was motivated to

initiate the program by her five chil-

dren, all ofwhom have severe allergies.

She also thanked her husband. Dr. Ed-

ward Knish, "whose patience and love

sustain me."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-maii

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.
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Abbey biology professor to

receive Adrian Award

FACULTYAWARDS BANQUET

SPOTLIGHTS REILLY'S,

STUDENTS'ACHIEVEMENTS

She was a Postdoctoral Fellow at

Carolinas Medical Center and spent

seven years as a staff biologist in re-

nal pharmacology at the Merck Insti-

tute for Therapeutic Research.

When she's not teaching or re-

searching, she volunteers with

BELMONT — Belmont Abbey
College celebrated some of the best

and brightest achievements of the

year during the Annual Faculty
Awards Banquet.

In addition to celebrating the

achievements of members of the

Dean's and President's Lists, the col-

lege also named the recipients of out-

standing student achievement within

each area of study during the special

;eremony April 2.

The college will present Dr.
Sheila Reilly with this year's Adrian

Faculty Excellence Award, which
recognizes teachers who have had
pronounced beneficial influences on
their students — teachers who suc-

cessfully inspire students to work to-

ward reaching their full potential.

Reilly, a professor of biology and
:hair of the Biology Department,
jarned her doctorate at the State Uni-
versity of New York at Stony Brook.

Dr. Sheila Reilly

Carolina Raptor Center, rehabilitat-

ing injured birds of prey.

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert M. Adrian

Jr. established the Adrian Faculty

Excellence Program at Belmont Ab-
bey College in 1984 to recognize and
reward outstanding performance by

faculty members at the college.

23rd annual
GOLF TOURNAMENT

to benefit

CHARLOTTE CATHOLIC HIGH &
HOLY TRINITY MIDDLE SCHOOLS

I

Monday, April 26
Carolina Golf Club

Registration at 1 ! am and lunch is on your own.

Shotgun start: 12:30 pm.
Four-person captain's choice. Singles are welcome.

I

$1 15 PER person; $460 per team - INCLUDES GREEN FEES,
RANGE BALLS, ON-COURSE REFRESHMENTS, DOOR PRIZES
AND DINNER.

LIMITED TO 108 PLAYERS SO PLEASE RESPOND QUICKLY TO:

Bob Betters (704) 847-3049 (H) or (704)854-4657, OR
email: rbetters@watsoninsurance.com

Businesses and individuals are invited to donate $125 to
sponsor a tee or hole, or to donate prizes for drawings.

The A'B'Cs of college life

Courtesy Photo

Students from Holy Trinity Middle School In Charlotte, Sacred Heart School In

Salisbury, St. Michael School in Gastonia, Immaculata School in Hendersonville,

Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro and St. Leo the Great School in Winston-

Salem were among 600 students treated to a day of tours, athletics, a cookout and

questions and answers at Belmont Abbey College's Third Annual Catholic Schools

Day April 1.

Catholic middle schoolers experience

bag's Catholic Schools Day

BELMONT — They may be too

young to drive. They can't register to

vote yet. And alcohol is definite out ofthe

question.

But college is what they can begin

to plan for — that's something more
than 600 middle school students are

found out.

Students from across North and
South Carolina attended Belmont Ab-
bey College's Third Annual Catholic

Schools Day Celebration April 1. The
middle schoolers got a taste of what

college life is like at one of the only

private, Catholic liberal arts college in

the southeast.

Students from Holy Trinity Middle

School in Charlotte, Sacred Heart School

in Salisbury, St. Michael School in

Gastonia, Immaculata School in

Hendersonville, Our Lady of Grace
School in Greensboro and St. Leo the

Great School in Winston-Salem were

among the schools treated to a day of

tours, athletics, a cookout and questions

and answers.

"Each year we really look forward to

celebrating our Catholic heritage and

reaching out to the younger members of

the community with this event," said

Rebecca Hethcox, the college's assistant

director of admission.

"Ideally, this is a great way to tran-

sition students and prepare them to ulti.-

mately attend Belmont Abbey College,

but we're also very happy to get them in

the mindset of going to college in gen-

eral," she said.

Hethcox, who organized the

event, said students got a glimpse

into the wide range of benefits and
activities Belmont Abbey College of-

fers its students and the Catholic

community.
The visit included Mass in the ba-

silica; a brief history of the college with

President Abbot Placid Solari, OSB; a

discussion on student life with Karen

Van Norman, dean of student life; and

a talk about Abbey athletics with

Eliane Kebbe, athletic director.

The day also includes a cookout at

lunch where students can mingle and

talk about their experiences.

Belmont Abbey College, named
one of the country's leading, private

liberal arts colleges by U.S. News and

World Report, was founded in 1876

and celebrates its heritage and is in-

spired by the Benedictine monastic

tradition. Listed on the National Reg-

ister of Historic Places, the College and

Abbey Basilica greet thousands of visi-

tors each year.

t, ort e

Consolidate

High-interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

Low interest

& Interest-only

Programs

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

ITPICAL COMPARISON:

Mortgage Rate Current Pavinent

$200,000 6.50% $ 1.264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT

$200,000 3.75% $625

No Payment
until

loy 200a!

NO
Out-of -Podiet

Ciosing Costs

I'll Mpyou nalize your home ownmhip dreams.

^ *Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

"^Intcrt^st rate shouTi is Prime (4%), minus 1 /4%. based on 80% or less LT\'. Subject to undeiwn-iting conditions.
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RAISING THE ROOF

Courtesy Photo

Principal Georgette Schraeder dons a student uniform and attends class at St. Leo

the Great School in Winston-Salem March 30. Two students became principals for

the day as the result of the school's silent auction March 13.

Students, principal switch

roles for a day
WINSTON-SALEM — Principal

Georgette Schraeder did her best not to

show up late for class at St. Leo the

Great School.

She wasn't teaching the class. She
was attending it as a student.

Wearing a school uniform,

Schraeder became a student for a day
— and even took a few tests — while

fourth-grader George Freiberger and

sixth-grader Lucy Freiberger shared

principal duties March 30.

"It was very interesting," said

Schraeder. "And the (sixth-grade) sci-

ence test was hard."

The swap was the result of a

fundraising event staged by the

school's Parent Teacher Organization.

To help offset the debt for repair-

ing and replacing roofs at St. Leo the

Great Church and School, the PTO
put on an elaborate event at the NC

School of the Arts in Winston-Salem
March 13. Funds raised exceeded

$30,000.

Part of the event included a silent

auction, with items including golf les-

sons, dinner parties hosted by teachers,

trips to the beach, platters decorated by

students, book shelves decorated to rep-

resent a special theme for each of the

school grades, and a chance to be prin-

cipal for a day.

George and Lucy started their day

as principals by leading the student

body in prayer in the gym. The siblings

spent the day visiting and observing

classrooms, overseeing tornado and fire

drills, checking uniforms and having

special visitors in the office.

Schraeder said the acting princi-

pals enjoyed their duties for the day,

but "they really enjoyed me taking

their tests."

Courtesy Photo

Fourth-grader George Freiberger and sixth-grader Lucy Freiberger wore professional

attire for their turns as principal at St. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem

March 30. Principal Georgette Schraeder became a student for the day as the

result of the school's silent auction March 13.

MARIANIST FAMILY MINISTRY RETREAT CENTER DIREQOR
TOPSAIL ISLAND, NORTH CAROLINA

The Marianist Family Ministry seeks a dedicated, practidng Christian, supportive of the

Roman Catholic tradition and committed to the mission of MFM to manage Family Retreat

Center located on the ocean on Topsail Island. The Christian Family Living program is

dedicated to the development and growth of Christian families.

The Director will lead the continuing development of the Retreat Center:
* Work collaboratively with the Board, staff and volunteers.

* Coordinate volunteers providing retreat experiences for families

* Manage rental of Center when not in use for family programs.
* Lead the ongoing fund-raising program.
* Manage the physical plant and property.

Candidates must possess strong interpersonal, communication skills; experience and/or

education in fund raising; knowledge of computer word processing, accounting,

spreadsheets; a college degree and/or experience in fadlities management, business,

accounting.

Salary $35,000 - $50,000

Send cover letter, and resume by May 15 to:

Marianist Family Ministry, Search Committee

Joyce O'Toole

107 Kinloch Drive

Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
PRE K TO 8TH GRADE

St. Michael Catholic School in Gary, NC is seeking an energetic principal

to lead our four-year-old, state of the art, Pre K through eighth grade

elementary school. Gary is located near the renowned Research Triangle

Park and the major university cities of Raleigh, Durham and Chapel Hill.

The successful candidate will be a practicing Catholic and currently

principal of a Catholic elementary school with at least three years

experience and with at least five years of teaching experience in Catholic

elementary schools. Must have at least a master's degree and be

eligible for a North Carolina license. Academic focus, caliber of student

body and emphasis on use of current technology demands high

proficiency in use of computers in an elementary school environment.

Compensation will include salary, commensurate with experience, and

an excellent benefits package.

So if you are seeking a Catholic parish and school environment where,

you can lead, nurture and challenge, please submit your resume, with

salary requirements, to: Principal Search Committee, St. Michael the

Archangel Catholic Church, 804 High House Road, Cary, NC 27513.

Or by email to: principalsearch@stmichaelcary.org. The closing

date for receiving resumes is April 23, 2004.

DIDYOUKNOW?
NO POPE PETER
The tradition of popes changing their names upon election traditionally dates from

Sergius IV (1009-1012). The story retold is that his name was Peter di Porca and he

changed it, deferring to St. Peter, considering it unseemly to style himself Peter II.

Actually, prior to this, some popes had changed their names to drop a name of pagan

origin. The tradition allows pontiffs to show esteem for a predecessor, signal a vision or

style and demonstrate a total commitment to the office.
,

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVERS: CAREGiving is a Joy! Join

us in making a difference in the lives of the

elderly. Non-medical companionship and home
care. Flexible, part-time, day, evening and

weekend hours available. Car needed. Home 1

Instead Senior Care. Call 704.344.9739.
|

FOR SALE 1
f

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans >^

at best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 845- f
1416. I

f
CATHOLIC BOOKSTORE: Operating al- .

most 15 years. For information call 3.'}G-7()0- i

1673.
'

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 liomes!

Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ci<feerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:.

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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Introducing Pennybyrn

Along the wooded cove of

High Point City Lake,

God's handiwork is everywhere.

Worship in our

Meditation chapel

Discover nature's

beauty v/hile

walking our trails

Learn a new craft

in our

woodworking shop

On-site

maintenance brings

fast repairs

Pets are always

welcome

Choices of flexible

financial options

The new Pennybyrn at Maryfield will offer an exciting,

customizable retirement lifestyle unlike any other in the

Piedmont Triad region. New and elegantly-appointed

apartments and cottages spread amidst 66 acres of

magnificent trees and rolling hills! To reserve or learn more,

Call (336) 886-4103.
Toll Free t-(866)-627-9343.

pgNKIVBVKKIMARYFIELD
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of Cod.

Pope, liturgies set ttie mood
wlien bishops visit Rome

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Pope John Paul II poses with U.S. bishops at the Vatican April 2. Bishops from the

states of Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina and the Military

Archdiocese were wrapping up a week of activities at the Vatican for their "ad

limina" visit. Seated are Military Archbishop Edwin F. O'Brien, left, and Miami

Archbishop John C. Favalora. Standing from left are Bishops Peter J. Jugis of

Charlotte, N.C.; Robert N. Lynch of St. Petersburg, Fla.; F. Joseph Gossman of

Raleigh, N.C.; Robert J. Baker o f Charleston, S.C.; Victor B. Galeone of St. Augustine,

Fla.; Thomas J. Wenski, coadjutor of Orlando, Fla.; J. Kevin Boland of Savannah,

6a.; and Gerald M. Barbarito of Palm Beach, Fla.

Bishop ]ugis calls meeting good exercise in 'communio'

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY— While bishops

making their "ad limina" visits to Rome
spend more time meeting than praying,

the mood of the visits is set by
concelebrated Masses and individual

time with Pope John Paul II, several U.S.

bishops said.

Whether ordained a bishop 20

years ago or five months ago, the bish-

ops agreed that the visits they are re-

quired to make to Rome every five years

underscore the fact that they are

"brother bishops" and not branch man-
agers of a global corporation.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte

said the others helped him relax before

his March 29 private audience with the

pope.

"I wasn't intimated because the

other bishops put me at ease," he said.

"They told me it is not a quizzing (about

the diocesan report), but that it is a

fi"iendly conversation."

The 47-year-old bishop said he was
"very much in awe" at being alone with

Pope John Paul, but the pope set the tone

by commenting on his age.

"He asked when I was ordained,"

Bishop Jugis said, and the pope ex-

plained how he became a bishop in Po-

land at the age of 38.

"It was a tender moment of sharing,"

Bishop Jugis said.

The bishop also told the pope that

the pontiff had ordained him to the

priesthood in 1983.

"It was a very human excliange and

conversation," Bishop Jugis said.

At the same time, he said, the

Masses and prayers, the meetings with

the pope and Vatican officials also make
it clear that "the church is a divine insti-

tution and that Christ is the head of the

body."

The "ad limina" visit, he said, "is a

good exercise in 'communio'— it under-

lines the communion of the pope, the

Vatican officials and the bishops. We are

all drawn together under the power of

the Holy Spirit to further the mission of

the church."

Archbishop John F. Donoghue of

Atlanta, a former bishop of Charlotte,

was making his fourth "ad limina" \'isit.

"All of the bishops would tell you the

same thing: The Masses create a sense of

community and of supporting each

other," he said.

He presided and gave the homily at

the March 31 Mass, concelebrated by

the bishops fi-om North Carolina, South

Carolina, Georgia, Florida and the U.S.

Archdiocese for the Military Services.

In his homily, Archbishop Donoghue
spoke of the apostle Paul's courage in

preaching the Gospel and living his faith

even in the face of martyrdom.

"Christ is the only one who can fi-ee

us to be brave, to be courageous for his

sake and to make us worthy to teach and

defend the church and the souls who
shelter in her care," the archbishop said.

"We bishops want to have that kind of

courage, and we want our people and all

the people in the church to pray to tlie Holy

Spirit to send this courage into our hearts

because there is so much in this world

which rises against our faith," he said.

Contributing to this story was John

Thavis at the Vatican.
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A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Easter duty
Q. I am in my 70s and go to Mass

whenever I'm able. I want to make my
Easter duty by going to Communion, but

can I do that without going to private

confession? I know I have not committed

any serious sins, but I still don't go to

Communion as often as I'd like because I

cannot go to confession easily; sometimes

it's months or years. (Florida)

A. First let's clear up your "Easter

duty" obligations. According to Catholic

Church laws, all the faithful who have

received first Communion should re-

ceive Holy Communion at least once a

year. Unless something serious stands in

the way, that should be done during the

Easter time, which lasts from the begin-

ning of Lent to Pentecost (Canon 920).

The obligation for sacrament ofpen-

ance during this period is binding only if

it is necessary for an individual to receive

the Eucharist. The Code of Canon Law
(989) states that all who have reached

the age of reason are obliged to confess

any serious sins once a year.

In this law, as in past similar rules,

the church does not intend to impose a

new obligation for confession, but

merely prescribes a time within which

mortal sins should be confessed so that, if

for no other reasons, the Eucharist

might be received. Thus the law about

annual confession does not apply to

someone who is not aware of an uncon-

fessed mortal sin.

I realize many Catholics are under

the same misconception as you seem to

be about yearly confession being an Eas-

ter duty for all Catholics. The present

regulations that I just quoted, however,

are nothing new. They go back at least

to the Fourth Lateran Council (1215;

Chapter 21), which makes clear it is

speaking of mortal sin.

The Baltimore Catechism (official

revised edition No. 2), from which many
older Catholics studied their faith, asks

what is meant by the church command-
ment to confess our sins once a year.

This commandment, it responds, means
that we should make a good confession

each year "if we have a mortal sin to

confess" (Question 293).

The Catechism of the Catholic

Church refers to Canon 989 in its expla-

nation of the obligation for annual con-

fession (No. 2042).

You realize, I hope, that this is not

what the church recommends; it is sim-

ply the bare minimum required. Any
Catholic who understands that the sac-

rament of reconciliation does much more
than forgive serious sin, how it helps us

repair our sinfulness and other weak-

nesses, and how it reconciles us to God
and our fellow members of the human
family will normally receive this sacra-

ment more than once a year, mortal sin

or not.

Please reconsider and start receiv-

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

ing the Eucharist whenever you go to

Mass. From what you told me, nothing

prevents you from doing that ri^ht now,

even if some time goes by between your

opportunities to go to confession.

Meaning of crucifix letters

Q. What do the letters INRI stand

for at the top of the crucifix? Sometimes

the letters are IHS. I've been told that

means "I have suffered". Is this true?

(Ohio)

A. The Gospel of John (19:19) tells

us Pilate placed an inscription on the

cross of Jesus which read "Jesus of

Nazareth, King of the Jews." The first

letters you mention are an abbreviation

of those words in Latin, "lesus

Nazarenus Rex ludaeorum."

The symbol IHS (I've never seen

them on a crucifix, incidentally) are the

first three letters of the name Jesus in

Greek. The symbol was in Christian use

long before the English language devel-

oped, so it could not have an English

meaning.

Easter triduum provides

time to turn iieart to Christ,

pope says
BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — The Easter

triduum is an opportunity for Christians

to relive the mystery of their salvation

and to turn their hearts toward Christ,

said Pope John Paul II.

The three days before Easter —
Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy
Saturday— mark a time of "preparation

to relive the great mystery of our salva-

tion" and "make more alive the turning

ofour heart toward the one who died for

us out of love," he said April 7 at his

weekly general audience.

Before his address, the pope was
driven in his open-air jeep through the

square. The pope seemed tired and his

speech was badly slurred, causing him
to skip many portions of his prepared

text.

Quoting a passage from the Letter

to the Philippians, the pope said, Jesus

Christ "humbled himself, becoming obe-

dient to death, even death on a cross.

Because of this, God greatly exalted

him."

"These words succinctly show us

the mystery of the passion and death of

Christ as well as let us catch a glimpse of

the glory of the Easter of resurrection,"

he said.

The pope underlined some of the

Easter triduum traditions the church

celebrates every year.

The pope said on the morning of

Holy Thursday every diocese celebrates

I

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

the chrism Mass during which th

bishop blesses the oils used throughou

the year for the sacraments of baptisn;

confirmation, ordination and the anoinf

ing of the sick.

"That evening the Last Supper i

remembered with the institution of th

Eucharist and the priesthood," he said.

"On Good Friday, the church recall

the passion and death, of Christ .

marked by penitential processions an
the pious practice of the Stations of th'

Cross, which help internalize the mys
tery of the cross," he said.

"The evening of Holy Saturda;

marks the start of the solemn Easte
'

Vigil," he said.

In a portion of his speech not rea

aloud, the pope said this event entails th

lighting of the paschal candle that syrr

bolizes "Christ who illuminates ever

person."

By meditating upon the word (

God, "the ecclesial community reflect

upon the great promise of definitive free

dom from the slavery of sin and froi

death," said the pope's written address, i imces
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View of Believers
Those in the following countries that hove a favorable view of...

CHRISTIAN!

France

Russia

Turkey

Pakistan

84%

84

-•93

MUSLIAIIS

•31;

24 S

Morocco ^23
From surveys conducted February 1 9 to March 3 under

Princeton Survey Research Associates international

Source: Pew Global Attitudes Project
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The Easter challenge
To identify Easter with beautiful

lilies and colored eggs may not be the

best way of capturing the wonder of

Easter. I'd rather look at Easter as a

challenge for greatness and a gigantic

leap of faith.

There is no doubt that Easter is

connected to happiness, which is not a

3ne-day event, but a lifetime event.

V^ou've heard the Chinese proverb: "If

you want happiness for an hour, take a

nap; if you want happiness for a day, go

ishing; if you want happiness for a year,

nherit a fortune; if you want happiness

or a lifetime, help someone."

Jesus' promise of happiness rests on

fou. If you want heaven on earth, you

;an have it. You can also make hell out of

;he daily hardships, conflicts and disap-

iointments.

Did you know that Niagara Falls is

;alled "the parable of a beautifying disas-

;er"? Here is why:

Niagara River is not one of the great

ivers of the world. Running from Lake

Irie to Lake Ontario, it is only a few

niles long. But what makes the river

iignificant is that at Niagara Falls there

s a tragedy in the channel— a break in

he even flow of the stream, so the waters

nake a stupendous leap into the gorge

)elow. As they are shattered and bruised

)n the rocks beneath the falls, however,

:here is cast up into the sunlight the

!xquisite rainbow of the Niagara, which

Newway to read an old book

Guest

Column

FATHER JOHN
AURILIA,
OEM Cap

is one of the best wonders of the world.

Life is like that. The challenges of

Easter are making a blind leap of faith

into an overwhelming abyss of suffering,

believing in life when we experience

death, knowing that defeat will be vic-

tory. The sunlight of God's love makes a

rainbow out of the rain.

To say that Jesus beautified disaster

is not completely wrong. To live a great

life, we need a great cause to which we
can connect the meaning of our
struggles, a cause to live by or, if needed,

to die by. At Easter, we hear the familiar

story of Christ's triumph, his death and

resurrection, and we feel in part of the

story, however, there is a difference be-

tween the conviction of the historical

event of the resurrection and the faith in

the risen Christ.

The famous tightrope walker,

Blondin, on one occasion carried a man
across a tightrope stretched perilously

above an admiring crowd. In the fore-

front of the crowd was a boy, gazing in

wonderment with his open mouth.
Blondin noticed the lad and said: "Do
you believe that I could carry you across

that tightrope?"

The boy replied, "I'm sure you
could."

"Well, then," said Blondin, "jump up

and I will do so."

The boy promptly reacted: "I said 'I

believe.' I didn't say 'I would do it."'

Poor boy, he never experienced the

thrill of being carried by a star!

The challenge of Easter is that it is

not enough to believe Jesus has risen and

is alive today. Faith involves taking a

further step and translating our faith

into action.

An empty tomb, so says the cynic, is

a poor foundation on which to establish

a world religion. It may be so, but our

faith has gone beyond that event; it has

left the empty tomb 20 centuries ago.

The message of Easter is not written in

the past tense; it is indeed written as we
go about our daily activities and encoun-

ter Christ where we least expect.

The Easter story is simple and pow-
erful, and we should not forget that

Jesus' victory came after Jesus' tragedy.

Lilies and Easter eggs are indeed part of

our Easter legend; life and love are the

real challenges of the Christian Easter.

Stay tuned — more to come: He
came singing love, he lived singing love,

he died singing love. If the song is to

continue, we must do the singing!

Father Aurilia is the pastor of Im-

maculate Conception Church in

Hendersonville.

9

)i Did you ever have one ofthose expe-

iences where a question sends you hur-

ling through time and space back to a

; hildhood memory? I was recently in a

onference room at the Pastoral Center

Charlotte wlien I took one of these

ivoluntary time trips.

The occasion was a meeting with

he Education Vicariate, which coordi-

ates the functions of seven diocesan

gencies that educate the faithful. It in-

iudes campus ministry, schools, evan-

elization, faith formation and youth

nd young adult ministry. As the newly
ppointed director of communications, I

k^as getting oriented to the offices and
gencies of the diocese.

After explaining some ofmy commu-
ication goals in the meeting, Mercy Sister

atricia Durbin of the diocesan Media
^nter asked me if I was studying the

atechism. The question took me back

ore than 40 years to Holy Family School

New Rochelle, N.Y., where I was asked

bat question many times by my fifth-

ade teacher. Sister Paula Marie. As I

ecall, I wasn't the best of students and her

uestion was meant to get me to spend

lore time on my schoolwork and a little

:ss on daydreaming, baseball and recess,

'hich were my priorities.

Sister Durbin's question, although

sked in a much more kindly way, got to the

are ofwhatmyjob for the diocese is all about

A big part ofwhat I do is to respond to

alls from the news media. During the first

tvo months of the year— as the diocese's

ompliancy audit was released in January

and the John Jay Study ofclergy sex abuse

in February— dozens of reporters called

with questions about everything from sex

abuse data in our diocese to the Catholic

Church's view on celibacy.

They also asked about the ordina-

tion of women, homosexuality and the

church, the crucifixion and the proper

pronunciation of Bishop Peter J. Jugis'

last name. (It's "jew-gis," not Jungis,

Junkin or Jurgis as some reporters have

called him.)

In a typical public relations setting,

a person in my position often gets an-

swers to complex questions from a CEO
or some other leader. Business condi-

tions often dictate rapid changes in di-

rection that often aren't recorded in writ-

ing. Sister Durbin was trying to tell me
it's different in the Catholic Church. An-
swers to complex questions from report-

ers can often be found in the catechism.

The "Catechism of the Catholic

Church" is far different than the old "Bal-

timore Catechism" that I studied under

Sister Paula Marie's guidance. You may
remember the first question and answer

in that book: "Wlio made us?" "God made
us." The current edition of the catechism

was published in 1997 and is a system-

atic presentation ofthe faith and ofCatho-

lic doctrine. But at more than 900 pages,

it can be a little daunting for the layperson

and even more so for reporters who are

working on deadline.

Fortunately we have the Internet.

One Web site in particular,

www.scborromeo.org, has a very useful

Catholics &

the Media

DAVID HAINS
Guest Columnist

search engine that allows you to get

answers easily to your questions. The
Web site belongs to St. Charles

Borromeo Church in Picayune, Miss.

Webmaster John Meyer went through

the painstaking chore of breaking down
the entire catechism into separate para-

graphs, allowing the search engine util-

ity to quickly zero in on a topic.

Let's say that you have been seeing

and reading news stories about same-

sex unions and you are wondering what

the church has to say. If you enter the

word "homosexual" into the search en-

gine, you come up with four matches

that will explain church teaching on the

subject. Enter the word "marriage" and

you come up with 73 hits.

In an age when media accounts

gloss over complex subjects or present

arguments that make you wonder
where your faith stands on the issue, you
can now get answers. Church teaching

has never been so easy to access; it is

literally at our fingertips.

Sister Paula Marie, wherever you
may be, I am finally reading my catechism.

David Hains is director of communica-

tionsfor the Diocese ofCharlotte. Contact him at

dwhains@charlottediocese.org.

What do Muslims

believe?

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS Columnist

Jesus broke from tradition in the

Sermon on the Mount and thereafter

was considered an outcast. Presenting a

higher standard, he said, "You've heard

it said, love your neighbor and hate your

enemy, but I say unto you, love your

enemy" (Mt 5: 43, 44).

How is it possible to love an enemy
in today's world?

Keep this in mind: Muslim terror-

ists who want to kill us are a tiny faction

of Islam. They are to Islam what the Ku
Klux Klan was to Christianity. We
shouldn't paint all Muslims with the

same brush. The Islam religion teaches

people to live in peace and to worship the

one true God, Allah.

Muhammad was born in Saudi

Arabia in 570 A.D. He become a travel-

ing merchant but he was haunted by

God's presence. With the help of a rich

patroness, he retired to pursue spiritual

goals. Going daily to Mount Hera, he

prayed alone for hours.

He said God spoke to him through

an angel and the Koran, the bible of

Islam, was dictated to him on that

mountain by the angel Gabriel.

As a traveling merchant, he become
fajniliar with the Jewish Bible and the

New Testament, and was well aware of

Mary, Jesus' mother. In fact, Mary is

mentioned with reverence in the Koran.

In 622 A.D., when Muhammad
emerged from his retreat, he began

preaching his new religion. Mecca's

people rejected him violently. Escaping

cruel beatings, he fled to Medina, a city

270 miles north ofMecca, and continued

preaching: "There is only one God, his

name is Allali, and Muhammad is his

greatest prophet."

During his first three years in

Medina he only managed to attract

about 40 followers, but then things

turned around. He eventually was able

to return to Mecca with an army large

enough to destroy all the pagan shrines

and establish Allah as the one, true God.

Muhammad died in 632 A.D., leav-

ing a monumental legacy.

There are now nearly 1 billion de-

vout Muslims in the world. The Five

Pillars of Islam give an insight into the

spirituality of Islam: faith, pray, fast,

give alsm, make a pilgrimage to Mecca
at least once in your lifetime.

Our Muslim neighbors in America

are good people. They are our fellow

citizens. The activities of the terrorists

fi"ighten them. They fear reprisals, even

though they are innocent. They are not

our enemies.

Let us love them. They deserve it
—

not to mention the fact that Jesus com-
manded us to love them.
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LIVING THE FAITH
April 9, 200^

Bishop, priests celebrate chrism Mass

CHRISM, from page 1

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Priests of the diocese join Bishop Peter J. Jugis on the altar during the chrism Mass

at St. Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte April 6.

identification with Christ, which
Christ has willed," said Bishop Jugis.

"It makes it possible for his priest-

hood to continue personally in the

church."

"We are blessed by his consecra-

tion of us into his sacred priesthood,"

he said.

The bishop said priests must
"nurture this union with Christ in a

practical way by prayer every day."

"It's an intentional choice that we
make to seek union with Christ in

holiness and in constant conversion,"

said Bishop Jugis. "Our priestly min-

istry of sanctifying, reconciling,

preaching, teaching and shepherding

draws all of its power and its mean-
ing from him."

"We have got to be familiar with

him, and always strive for personal

bot of Belmont Abbey; Abbot Patrick

Shelton, pastor of St. James Church in

Hamlet; and other clergy of the dio-

cese, gathered with about 100 priests

and many of the permanent deacons

who minister in the diocese to cel-

ebrate the liturgy with the people of

faith whom they serve.

Bishop Jugis said the sacrament

of Holy Orders "already conforms our

lives to Christ in holiness. The sacra-

ment marks us with a special charac-

ter and indefectibly unites us to

Christ, the high priest."

This union is a "sacramental

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

Cath#lic"^MM^Company
Loke Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.CatholicCompany.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

Unique gifts

& cards

Statues

• Books, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
Mon. thru Sat.

10 am -6 pm

19905 west Catawba Ave,, Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28
uohnsburv Square - next to Goodwill)

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis pours into tlie

chrism oil the fragrant balsam, a

naturally derived aromatic essence,

which was then consecrated.

friendship with him," he said.

Bishop Jugis discussed his recent

visit with Pope John Paul II at the

Vatican.

"... In his address to the bishops of

Region 14 making the 'ad limina'

visit to Rome, the Holy Father
touched on a theme that is appropri-

ate for us to take to heart as we renew
our priestly promises today," said

Bishop Jugis. "The Holy Father ad-

dressed the topic of renewal that is

needed now in the church in the

United States."

The Catholic Church is undergo-

ing a "purification," said the bishop,

"and is now in need of healing, re-

building and reconciliation."

"All of this, the Holy Father says,

will lead to a 'holier priesthood, a ho-

lier episcopate and a holier church,"'

said Bishop Jugis.

Bishop Jugis said the pope alsc

discussed "a disturbing loss of th(

sense of the transcendent and an affir-

mation of a culture of the material" ir

American society.

"But we know Christ is transcen-

dent and ever present," said Bishof

Jugis to the priests. "Our pastora

ministry makes the grace of Chris'

present in the lives of his holy people

Our pastoral ministry makes the lov<

of Christ present in our society."

"Let this chrism Mass be a tru<

renewal of our love for the sacrec

ministry and our love for Jesui

Christ.

The recommitment ceremony
which followed the Liturgy of th<

Word, included the priests' renewal o

dedication as ministers of Christ

striving to be more like Christ am
being faithful to the sacred mysteriei

and sacramental life of the church.

Also during the Mass, Bishoj

Jugis blessed three oils used in sacra

mental and liturgical practices for al

of the faithful throughout the cominj

year.

The oil of the sick, used to anoin

the ill and dying, was blessed first

Next came the blessing of the oil o

catechumens, which is used durin|

the rite of baptism. The consecratioi

of the chrism — a duty that belong;

to the bishop alone— took place nea"

the close of the Mass. Chrism — per

fumed with balsam, an aromatic oi^

derived from trees — is an oil of con

secration used after baptism and dur

ing confirmation, the ordaining o

bishops and priests, and the blessinj

of churches and altars.

Vials of the oils are dispensed ti

every parish and mission church i}

the diocese. With the sacred oils

and having recommitted themselve

to the mission they share with thei

bishop— the priests returned to thei

parishes rededicated in spiritua

union with the diocesan faithful.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray I

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-ma,

kemurray@charlottediocese. org.
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Now Your Parents Can IJve At Home!

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
704 549 4010

VUidt/t^ Angels.^^

E-maii us at Jill.Stewart® VisitingAr]gels.com
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FIGHTING FOR LIFE

Trial testimony said to show

truth behind abortion support

f

BY NANCY FRAZIER
O'BRIEN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Editor's note: This story con-

tains some graphic descriptions of
. abortion procedures.

I WASHINGTON — The
graphic and often disturbing

testimony about abortion at

trials in San Francisco, New
York and Lincoln, Neb., "pro-

vides a telling backdrop" to the

scheduled April 25 demonstra-

tion in Washington in support

of legal abortion and other is-

sues affecting women, accord-

ing to the U.S. bishops' chief

pro-life spokeswoman.

"This demonstration is not

for some abstract notion of

'choice,'" said Cathy Cleaver

Ruse, director of planning and

information in the bishops'

Secretariat for Pro-Life Activi-

ties.

"As the testimony shows,

it is for a very real, very cruel

and very painful way of killing

See ABORTION, page 9

Living the faith

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

-ranciscan Sister Andrea Inkrott, director of diocesan Hispanic

Ministry, works witli Lourdes Toribio, who lives at tlie Franciscan

Discernment House in Charlotte. The house allows women to

eside with and experience the lives of the Sisters of St. Francis

tvhile considering a vocation to the religious life.

SEE COVERAGE ON PAGES 10-11.

MINISTERING TO THE MASSES

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Rev. Mr. Edwin Rodriguez and Rev. Mr. Jesus Reyes, followed by Father Christopher Roux and Bishop

Peter J. Jugis, lead the recessional following the dedication of the Our Lady of Lourdes Church April

18. The new church features seating for more than 700 worshippers, providing much-needed space

for the 1,200-family Monroe parish.

Our Lady of Lourdes Church

dedicates newworship space
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

MONROE— One would
think that a brand-new sanc-

tuary would provide some
growing room, but Our Lady
of Lourdes Church's new
sanctuary was overflowing on
the day of its dedication.

Enthusiastic worshippers

filled the pews, aisles and an

additional seating area in the

vestibule for the dedication of

the new church building, cel-

ebrated by former pastor

Bishop Peter J. Jugis April 18.

Four years of fundraising

and planning, which had be-

gun under previous pastors,

continued during the two-

year tenure of then-Father

Jugis and concluded under

the administration of Father

James Cassidy, culminated

with the dedication on Divine

Mercy Sunday.

The parish has qua-
drupled in size over the last

dozen years, said Austin
Doherty, chairman of the par-

ish council.

"Ten or 12 years ago,

there were 300 registered

families," he said. "Now there

are about 1,200." About 840

of these families are Hispanic.

For the past few years,

Mass has been celebrated four

times each weekend, including

twice in Spanish, in the activ-

See DEDICATION, page 17
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

NEW LIFE FOR KNEELERS

CNS PHOTO BY Karen Calwway, Northwest Indiana Catholic

Damian Bond! adds a piece of wood to a stack gleaned from old kneelers at St. John

the Baptist Church in Whiting, Ind., in late March. Volunteers were fashioning the

salvaged wood into shelves and coatracks to be sold to raise money for the parish

school.

Indiana parish finds inventive

use for oid itneeiers
WHITING, Ind. (CNS)— St. John

the Baptist Church in Whiting is under-

going a major facelift. So are the 73-

year-old church's kneelers.

As the church undergoes a restora-

tion, its old kneelers are undergoing a

transformation to become shelves and

coatracks by parishioners Tom
Dabertin and Damian Bondi.

Last December, Precious Blood Fa-

ther John Kalicky, pastor at St. John,

offered a kneeler to Dabertin, who took it

home and made it into a shelf When
Dabertin returned with the shelf, several

parish workers said they would like one.

That led to an idea to raise money for the

church.

Dabertin and Bondi have begun
transforming the 300 kneelers. Bondi

dismantles them, removing screws and

nails. Dabertin then picks up the pieces

and runs the boards through a planer,

removing the old finish and any
scratches. He guides the pieces through a

shaper that produces curved edges and

then he assembles the main section and

the side legs into shelves.

Left behind were the kneelers'

metal hinges, but the restoration

crews recommended Dabertin and
Bondi attach the hinges to leftover

wood to make coatracks.

Dabertin figures he has enough ma-
terial for 250 shelves and 50 coat racks.

He and Bondi have already received or-

ders for 50 shelves. They plan to con-

tinue working until the orders or materi-

als run out.

Each man averages six hours a

week on the project.

The two volunteers are also pres-

sure-stamping the back of each product

with this message: "St. John the Baptist

Catholic Church 1931-2003."

Each shelf costs $25; a coatrack

costs $10. Length ranges from three to

four feet, depending upon the size of the

original kneeler and the condition of the

wood. In some cases, the wood is chipped

or has suffered salt damage. In other

cases, nails have prevented cracks from

spreading. All proceeds benefit the par-

ish school, where Dabertin and Bondi

each have two children.

"It's an opportunity to make a few

bucks for the parish," said Bondi, a re-

tired steelworker. "Some of the older

people might like a memento. Other

people have had kids at the school."

Father Kalicky, himself a carpenter,

said the shelves and racks are a "nice

reminder, a nice souvenir of the church."

Study: Hundreds of U.S, parishes help

poorer sister parishes

WASHINGTON (CNS) — About
1,350 U.S. parishes say they support a

poor parish in the United States or

abroad, said a Center for Applied Re-

search in the Apostolate (CARA) report.

Of the parishes supported abroad,

83 percent are in Latin America. Par-

ishes in 55 foreign countries receive sup-

port from U.S. parishes.

The report was based on responses

from a survey of 5,831 parishes across

the United States conducted in 2001 by

CARA, which specializes in social science

research for Catholic organizations.

Of the parishes CARA surveyed,

4,670 responded to questions about sup-

porting another parish. Of that number
a total of 1,350, or about 30 percent,

reported such partnerships.

There are about 19,000 parishes in

the United States.

U.S. parishes involved in "sister" re-

lationships are larger and more affluent

than those parishes without such a rela-

Diocesan.
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

SWANNANOA — St.- Margaret Mary
Church, 102 Andrew Place, offers Adoration

ofthe Blessed Sacrament on the first Friday of

each month following the 12 p.m. Mass with

Benediction at 5 p.m. For information call

(828) 686-8833.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory of Divine hove Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 1 p.m. Call (336) 372-8846

for more information.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Theology on Tap is a

speaker series for young adults providing a

casual forum for "straight talk, hard facts, and

real answers" on the Catholic faith and how it

applies to daily life. The final meeting will be

April 26, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Pepperoni's at

Park Road Shopping Center.

HUNTERSVILLE — The Newcomers
Women's Ministry of St. Mark Church invites

women who are new or stUl feel new to the area

to a 10-week course entitled, "After the Boxes

are Unpacked" based on the book by Susan

Miller. We will talk about the spiritual, emo-
tional and practical needs associated with mov-
ing. Classes will meet through June 23 in Room
200 of St. Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown
Rd., 10:15 -1 1:45 a.m. followed by lunch. Call

Gerry Phillips at (704) 895-2388 or Colleen

Siadak at (704) 987-7920 for more information.
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tionship, said the CARA report.

Those parishes that support other

U.S. parishes average 1,400 registered

households and average $470,000 an-

nually in weekend Mass collections, said

the report.

U.S. parishes that support foreign

parishes average more than 1,000 regis-

tered households and $380,000 annu-
ally in weekend Mass collections, it said.

In contrast, parishes with no sister

relationships average about 800 regis-

tered households and $260,000 annu-

ally in weekend Mass collections, it said.

U.S. parishes also provided food, cloth-

ing, educational materials and religious

supplies, said the report.

An area that gets the least support is

sponsorship of immigrants to the United

States, it said. "Fewer than a tenth of

partnering parishes ever do this."

The survey was commissioned by

the U.S. bishojjs' Secretariat for the

Church in Latin America.

CHARLOTTE— All women are invited to join

fVomen in the JVord for weekly gatherings for

prayer, reflection on Sunday scripture, music

and sharing experiences of Christ in daily life.

The group meets each Thursday, 9:45-11:45

a.m. in the family room of St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd. For details, call Linda

Flynn at (704) 366-9889. For childcare reserva-

tions, call Jurga Petrikene at 704) 907-0205.

CHAR,^OTTE — St. Peter Church, 507 S
Tryon St., will offer Adoration of the Blessed^

Sacrament on the first Friday of every month> ho/

following the 12:10 p.m. Mass and Benedictiorii msor

at 1:30 p.m. .fit lie

CHARLOTTE — Christians in Career Transi-

tion is a ministry of St. Matthew Church, 8015
Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., devoted to helping

people in career crises. The meetings take place'

on the first and third Monday ofeach month 7-9' Iff

p.m. in the conference room. For more informa- Kadai

tion, call Rev. Mr. Jim Hamrlik at (704) 576-

0456. i

CHARLOTTE — The Cancer Support Grou^

for survivors, family and friends meets the firsi

Tuesday ofeach month at 7 p.m. at St. Matthew
Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. For

more information, call Marilyn Borrelli at (704 ist

542-2283.

atii

ar
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CHARLOTTE — The St. Maximilian KolU im

Fraternity of tlie Secular Franciscan Order gath-l

ers the first Sunday of each month at 2 p.m. a'

Our Lady of Consolation Church, 230!i

Statesville Ave. Those interested in learninji fi

more about the SFO and the Franciscan way o

life are invited to attend. For more information' i

call Skyler Harvey, SFO, at (704) 545-9 13,S.

inl

ISBU

CHARLOTTE— The Happy Timers ofSt.

Church meet the first Wednesday ofeach mon
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ROM THE VATICAN

Pope appeals for release of

hostages In Iraq, decries violence

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II appealed to radical

groups in Iraq to show "feelings of

humanity" and release the hostages

they are holding.

At the same time, the pope de-

plored the "inhuman" violence in the

Holy Land, the day after the leader of

the Palestinian militant organization

Hamas was assassinated in an Israeli

missile attack.

"I am following with great sad-

aess the tragic news coming out of the

Holy Land and Iraq/' the pope said

^pril 18. "May the bloodshed among
Drothers end. Such inhuman acts are

lontrary to the will of God."

The pope said he joined in the

Drayers of families "who are fearful

ibr their loved ones, especially those

>vho have been taken as hostages."

"I invite the kidnappers to have

vitli a luncheon and program at 1 p.m. in the

)arish activity center, 3635 Park Rd. All adults

ige 55 and older are welcome. For more infor-

nation, call Charles Nesto at (704) 398-0879.

HARLOTTE — Thank God It's Friday

TGIF), a weekly support group for separated

ind divorced women, meets every Wednesday,
.30-8:30 p.m. in the New Life Center building,

oom 114, of St. Matthew Church, 8015
?allantyne Pkwy., including a potluck dinner,

divorced men are invited every third Wednes-
lay of the month. TGIF is a healing ministry

ponsored by Catholic Social Services, Char-

otte Regional Office and St. Matthew Church.

or details, call Karen Wepasnick at (704) 541-

891 after 3 p.m.

IICKORY VICARIATE

IICKORY— A GriefSupport Group meets the

econd and fourth Wednesday ofeach month at

::30 p.m. in the parlor of St. Aloysius Church,
12 1 Second St. NE. For more information, call

he church office at (828) 327-2341.

ALiSBURY VICARIATE

:ONCORD — Discover how beautiful God's
Ian for marriage really is! Natural Family
Planning classes are being offered at St. James
'hurch, 251 Union St., Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.

-earn a natural method that is just as effective as

he Pill and is in accord with Catholic teaching,

bntact Susan Chaney at (704) 720-0772 for

lore information or email questions to

ujo94@aol.coiTi.

ALISBURY— Sacred Heart Church, 128 N.
"ulton St., celebrates a Charismatic and Healing
iass the first Sunday of each month at 4 p.m.

'rayer and worship with prayer teams will be

vailable at 3 p.m., and a potluck dinner will

feelings of humanity. I implore them
to return to the families the persons

who are in their hands, while I pray

to the merciful God for the population

of the Holy Land and Iraq, and for all

those working for reconciliation and

peace in those regions," he said.

Armed groups have held civilians

from several countries, including the

United States, Japan, the Czech Re-

public, Australia and Denmark; some
have been released.

Four armed Italians working for

private security operations in Iraq were

abducted and one was killed execution-

style, an act that shocked many in Italy.

Negotiations were continuing for the

release of the remaining three.

The groups also were holding at

least one U.S. soldier and apparently

wanted to trade him for prisoners be-

ing held by U.S. forces.

follow the Mass. Father John Putnam, pastor,

will be the celebrant. For further information,

call Bill Owens at (704) 639-9837.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE— St. John the Evangelist

Church, 234 Church St., offers Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament the first Friday ofevery

month following the 9 a.m. Mass until 4:15

p.m. For information, call the church office at

(828) 456-6707 or Christine Ryan at (828)

926-1331.

SYLVA— St. Mary Church offers Adoration

of the Blessed Sacratnent the first Saturday of

every month following the 9 a.m. Mass until 3

p.m. For information, call (828) 586-9496.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

CLEMMONS— Holy Family Church, 4820
Kinnamon Rd., offers Eucharistic Adoration

every Thursday- Exposition begins at 6 p.m.

and benediction is at 9 p.m.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing Com-
panions is a grief support group for the be-

reaved that meets the first and third Thurs-
days ofthe month in conference room B at St.

Leo the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave.

For further details, call Joanne Parcel at (336)

924^9478.

Is yourparish orschool hawngan event? Please

submit noticesforthe Diocesan Planner at least

1 5 days priortothe eventdate in writing to Karen

A. Evans at l<aevans §charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382'

Papal calling: daily message now

available for U.S, cell phones

piscopal
calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

pril27— 7 p.m.

acrament of Confinnation

it. Mary Church, Shelby

pril 29— 7 p.m.

acrament of Confinnation

acred Heart Church, Salisbury

lay 2 -12 p.m.

edication of new/ church

I. Joseph Vietnamese Church, Charlotte

May 3— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Holy Trinity Church, Taylorsville

May 5 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. John the Baptist Church, Tryon

May 6— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Jude Church, Sapphire Valley

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
words of Pope John Paul II — if not

his voice — are now available on

most U.S. cell phones.

Through a service called "The
Pope's Thought of the Day," an Ital-

ian firm is making the pope's message
available to cell phone users.

The service began April 7 to

Cingular and Verizon Wireless cus-

tomers. After a test was conducted

April 14 on AT&T Wireless' system,

the papal message service became
available to AT&T Wireless custom-

ers and is to be made available to

other wireless service providers soon.

In all, the estimated 105 million

cell phones that have text-messaging

technology, or about 70 percent of all

U.S. cell phones currently in use, will

eventually be able to access the ser-

vice.

"The Pope's Thought of the Day"
is selected by the Vatican press office,

according to Acotel USA, the U.S.

branch of the Italian company Acotel.

The messages are culled from his

speeches, homilies and writings.

The service began a year ago in

Italy, and subsequently expanded to

Ireland, England and Malta.
Tarantino said Acotel is working
with the Vatican to provide Spanish-

language messages.

The messages are available at

noon Eastern time each day.

The texts aren't long, given the

somewhat confined screen of cell

phones.

For example, the April 5 message

read: "May Christ, the way, the truth

and the life renew you so that you will

be his friends and witnesses in the

world." The message from the day
before that read: "Mary teaches us

that to pray we must enter our own
room and, after closing the door,

speak to the Father in secret."

There is a 30-cent fee charged for

each message.

To subscribe, cell phone users can

send a text message saying "Pope on"

to the number 24444. To
unsubscribe, callers use the same
number to send the text message
"Pope off"

Decrees of sainthood

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Pope John Paul II meets with members of the Congregation for Saints' Causes in

Clementine Hall at the Vatican April 19. The pope issued decrees relating to the

causes of 15 individuals, including U.S. Mother Marianne Cope of Molokai. Mother

Cope, now considered venerable, can be beatified once a miracle is attributed to

her intercession. The Franciscan nun, who lived from 1838 to 1918, ministered to

patients with Hansen's disease in the Hawaiian Islands.

NOTICE TO READERS
Nope, your paper is not late. We did not publish on April 16 due to Easter. We apologize

for any inconvenience.
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Phoio by Kevin E. Murray

Twelve priests celebrated anniversaries of priestly ordination and two retired priests

were honored during the annual chrism Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral April 6. Pictured

are (from left): Abbot Placid Solari, OSB; Msgr. Joseph Kerin; Father Michael Buttner;

Msgr. Thomas Walsh; Father C. Morris Boyd; Bishop Peter J. Jugis; Father Andrew

Latsko; Msgr. Mauricio W. West; Father James Hawker; Father Edward Sheridan; and

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin.

Priest anniversaries,

retirements honored at

chrism Mass
CHARLOTTE — Several priests

celebrated anniversaries of their ordina-

tion during the annual chrism Mass at

St. Patrick Cathedral April 6.

Celebrating 50 years of service were

Msgr. Thomas Walsh, retired; Father

Joseph Kelleher, retired; and Father

Patrick Gavigan, retired.

Celebrating 40 years of service

were Father Edward Sheridan, pastor

of St. Aloysius Church in Hickory; and

Father James Hawker, pastor of St.

Luke Church in Mint Hill and vicar of

the diocesan Education Vicariate.

Celebrating 25 years of service

were Father C. Morris Boyd, adminis-

trator of St. Francis of Assisi Church in

Jefferson and St. Frances of Rome
Church in Sparta; Father Michael
Buttner, pastor of Holy Family Church

in Clemmons; Father Conrad
Kimbrough, retired; Father Michael

Klepacki, Father Carl Kaltreider and

Father William Farrell, all working
outside the diocese; and Msgr.
Mauricio W. West, diocesan vicar gen-

eral and chancellor.

Priests who retired in 2003 were

also honored. They were Father Andrew
Latsko and Msgr. Joseph Kerin.

Now Your Parents Can IJve At Home!

V^e Build Friendships With Families

Wc know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
"704 549 4010

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@VisitingAngels.com

Discussing refugees
Officialsmeet with Charlotte-area

refugees, exploreresettlementissues

Photo by Kevin E. Mum

level

Marlene Myers, N.C. State refugee coordinator, and Dr. Nguyen Van Hanh

director of the Office of Refugee Resettlementfor the U.S. Department of Health arii

Human Services, chats, with Elizabeth Thurbee, executive director of Catholic Socic ^
Services in the Diocese of Charlotte, and Cira Ponce, director of CSS's Refuge

Resettlement Office.

While in Charlottefor the national Hmong conference, Myers, Van Hanh and othe

officials toured Hmong and Montagnard refugee communities around the Diocese i

Charlotte.

During the Vietnam War, Hmong were used as secret forces by the Centri

Intelligance Agency. Theyfled persecution in their home country ofLaos to Thailam

and thousands have been living there since. Thailand no longer wants to keep them, an

the U.S. government agreed to resettle them here, with as many as many as 500 Hmon

refugees expected to resettle this year to parts of the Charlotte region, including ti

Catawba Valley.

North Carolina has the third largest Montagnard population in the United State

23rd annual
GOLF TOURNAMENT
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CHARLOTTE CATHOLIC HIGH 8c

HOLY TRINITY MIDDLE SCHOOLS
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Monday, April 26 — Carolina Golf Club
Registration at 1 1 am and lunch is on your own.

Shotgun start: 12:30 pm.

FOUR-PERSON captain's CHOICE. SINGLES ARE WELCOME.

$1 15 PER person; $460 per team - INCLUDES GREEN FEES,

RANGE BALLS, ON-COURSE REFRESHMENTS, DOOR PRIZES

AND DINNER.

LIMITED TO 1 OS PLAYERS SO PLEASE RESPOND QUICKLY TO:

BOB BETTERS (704) 847-3049 (H) OR (704)854-4657, OR

email: rbetters@watsoninsurance.com

Businesses and individuals are invited to donate $125 to

sponsor a tee or hole, or to donate prizes for drawings.
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ONE TABLE, MANY CULTURES

Catholic responsibility to welcome
others, speaker says

BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

MAGGIE VALLEY — "There's

only one table and that's God's table,"

Elizabeth Dudas said, "and the sym-
bol of that is the eucharistic table."

Dudas, ministry consultant with

Glenmary's Department of Pastoral

Services in Nashville, Tenn., presented

"Making Room at the Table," April 1

7

at Living Waters Catholic Reflection

Center. The Smoky Mountain Vicari-

ate sponsored the program.

"There's a lot of pain out there in

our communities, and it's our respon-

sibility as Catholics to welcome every-

one God sends to us," Dudas said.

"God has always used immigration to

bring about his kingdom."

Augustinian Father Francis J.

Doyle, pastor of St. Margaret of Scot-

land Church, saw another dimension.

"This is a pro-life issue, yet this is

never addressed," he said. "We have to

bring the same passion of respect for

those already here as for the life com-
ing into the world."

The program looked at immigra-

tion and described ways to provide

hospitality to immigrants, migrants,
visitors, tourists and seasonal parish-

ioners. That includes making efforts to

welcome everyone, learning about
other cultures, welcoming people not

just to the parish but to the wider

community and avoiding assumptions

about others.

For instance, some immigrants
rarely had access to the sacraments in

their own countries because a priest

may have visited their villages only

once or twice a year. Eduardo Bernal,

MOVING?
Take us with you!

Please help us reduce postal fees and
give us your NEW address (or cancella-

tion notice) BEFORE you move.

Ifyou have your address label,

include that, too.

Name

Old address

Old city zip

NEW address

NEW city/state zip

Date of move/cancellation:

.

Mail changes to:

The Catholic News & Herald

Address Changes
1123 S. Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Or e-mail this info to:

catholicnews@ charlottediocese.org

Thank you.

A M- Ne:aenbach

Elizabeth Dudas explains ways to welcome people during "Making Room at the

Table" at Living Waters Catholic Reflection Center in Maggie Valley April 17.

Hispanic ministry coordinator for the

Smoky Mountain Vicariate, said im-

migrants with that background often

don't understand the importance of

sacraments and attending Mass.

"Don't assume that people who
come from other countries live the

faith the same way you do," he said.

"Get to know them first, and then help

them adjust to the new reality."

Welcoming immigrants is not op-

tional for Catholics, said Dudas.

"Our bishops say that as a Catho-

lic Church, we have a moral obligation

to do all we can to help immigrants,

reminding us that we were once immi-

grants, too," Dudas said.

This help, Dudas suggests, applies

to everyone and includes greeting oth-

ers, inviting them to be part of the

parish's regular community-building,

encouraging seasonal visitors to take

part in parish activities, and "sensi-

tively considering visiting migrants in

their camps and temporary homes."

It also means, Dudas said, becom-

Your Child's Education...

An Important Decision!

We offer:

Grades K-5

Small class size

Foreign languages, music & art

A classical curriculum with

emptiasis on traditional Catholic

teachings

Affordable tuition

itic1eit1t*1t1e1tit1t1t***-k*****1c-k1e1t-k**ic1t*1c*ic*ie**1e1i:
*

We welcome all families who wantan |

academic & spiritual education in an |
environment thatpromotes learningand *

formation of virtue and character J
1e*1e***1c*it1c1c1t**if1e*it1t*it1fkititieiticiti(it1t**it1eitie1eie

Centered on Christ
Focused on Excellence

Call nowto guarantee your child's enrollment . Space is limited!

704-841-2292

Visit us on the web at/ www.blessedsacramentacademy.org

Conveniently located behind Windsor Square in Matthews, NCwith easy access from 1-485

A private academy independent of Charlotte diocesan schools

ing aware of the plight of migrants

through educational programs, creat-

ing opportunities for immigrants to

tell their stories, being host for a pro-

gram with an immigration attorney

on inmiigration rights, and celebrat-

ing National Migration Week, spon-

sored by the U.S. Conference of Catho-

lic Bishops in January each year.

According to the USCCB Web
site: "National Migration Week, as en-

visioned by the National Conference of

Catholic Bishops, presents the entire

Church with an opportunity to 'open

wide the doors' to welcome newcom-
ers, to educate others about the harsh

realities faced by immigrants, mi-

grants, and refugees, and to motivate

each community to act in solidarity

with people on the move."

Although the week following the

feast of the Epiphany is designated

National Migration Week, the USCCB
Web site says dioceses are "free to

choose the specific date on which to

mark their own observance."

Parishes and individuals can help

immigrants, migrants and refugees

feel at home, Dudas said, by collecting

and distributing items they need such

as school supplies, warm clothing and

household items; and supporting
youth activities that promote accep-

tance and understanding among
young people.

"God Wouldn't give us this chal-

lenge if he didn't think we were up to

it," Dudas said. "God's time is always

the right time."

anic

istems
IXC

Call 7<>'--'i^+-'5727 today ( /

We care for your environment naturally!

THEOMIDRt'
434 Ctxjriotfe Avenue, P O. Box 11 586

Rock Hill, SC 2973M 586

(803) zn-iwi

VISIONS IN FAITH

7:30 pm - Sunday, June 1

3

through

Wed., June 16

Tom Richstatter,OFM

Topic: "Spirituality of the

Sacraments"

Father Tom is professor of liturgy and

sacramental theology at St. Meinrad School

ofTheology.

Cost: $120 tuition

$ 150 room and board
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Loose change helps Angels

Courtesy photo

Principal Walt Przygocki (right) joins Darren Sorrels and his fourth-grade class,

the winners of St. Mark School's Loose Change Drive to benefit Holy Angels, a

nonprofit ministry that provides services for children and adults with varying degrees

of mental retardation. The students presented a check for $1,800 to Holy Angels

in mid-February.

THIS MONTH IN -2000

OLG STUDENTS PLACE FIRST IN NASA COMPETITION
• An eighth-grade science class at Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro was awarded first place

in the NASA Student Involvement Program's (NSIP) 1999-2000 competition. NSIP is a national

program that stimulates math, science, technology and geography excellence through five competition

categories designed for students in grades three through 1 2. More than 360 students submitted more

than 1 ,200 entries to be judged at NASA Centers by teams of scientists, engineers, educators,

journalists and other professionals.

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" Wi? have been very pleased with the readers' response to our ad in

The Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number

ofpublications and none has produced the interest and response we've received

from Tlie Catholic News & Herald."

— Jill B.Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angels

Catholic ^^^^ today for low rates to ten over 1 25, 000 readers

NEWS GERALD cvcty wcek about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

KTC Transportation Co. inc

CALL 704-532-7605

Superstar
Coach Systems

Convention Services

Airport

Hotel

City Tours
Groups

Long & Short Tours
Beach Vacations

Games
Sports
Special Events

Fax 704-552-7661 www.ktctransportation.com

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship
• Light housel<eeping ' Errands & shopping

• IVIeal preparation • Medication reminders
SENIOR CARE*

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

704-344-0801 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated.

^Home
instead

TIMELESS JOURNEY

Courtesy Photo

Second-graders at St. Matthew School in Charlotte display their projects for

Communities in Civilization April 5.

Second-graders at St Matthew
School explore ancient, present-

day communities
CHARLOTTE — Second-grade

students at St. Matthew School re-

cently took a stroll through time.

Teacher Elaine Giglio's class com-
pleted their projects on Communities
in Civilization April 5. Under Giglio's

guidance, the students researched,

wrote and presented projects ranging

from ancient Egypt to present-day

communities.

Some students built castles, model
airplanes and volcanoes, and they even

learned how to make perfume.

Giglio said the assignment helped

the children understand how civiliza-

tion has progressed in areas such as

education, home life, work life and reli-

gious life. .

BECAUSE THERE IS NO
7TH mPilPiG STRETCH...

What: Men's Conference

Who: Steve Wood

When: Thursday, May 13 7-9;30ptn

Where: St. Barnabas

109 Crescent Hill Dr.

Arden, NC 28704
828.684.6098

Price: $20
Info: Randy Warrick
828.890.0501

Directions: Off 1-26, take Exit 40

at Arden Airport. Go east 2 nniles

to Hwy 25. Turn right at signal.

Proceed 1/2 mile. Turn right at

Sunbeam Bakery.

MEN'S CONFERENCE
"Passing the Torch:

The Four Quarters of Fatherhood"

Fathering during the first quarter:

- Keys to fathering during the early years

- How discipline works

Fathering during the second quarter:
- How to raise your sons to be real men
- Successful fathering of daughters

Feathering during the third quarter:
- Motivating older teens

- Keeping teens out of trouble

- Creative alternatives to the dating scene

Feathering during the fourth quarter:

- How to help your daughter avoid a big

mistake in choosing a husband
- How to prepare your son to be a great

husband and father
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Courtesy Photo

!-oly Trinity Middle School eighth-grader Kristen Keane stands with Jerry Healy,

>rincipal of Charlotte Catholic High School. Keane was recently named the winner

of the 9th Annual Megan Healy Washington Scholarship at Holy Trinity. The

scholarship, named after Healy's daughter, was presented by Janice Ritter, assistant

uperintendent of diocesan schools, and Holy Trinity Principal Carole Breerwood

and will be used by Keane for her class trip to Washington, D.C. this spring.

tteSpart
Leadership Trainingfor

Lay Leaders and Volunteers

PARTI: KEEPING THE
SPARK ALIVE

• Motivating Volunteers

• Avoiding Burnout
• Time Management
• Pastoral Collaboration

PART II: UNITY IN DIVERSITY
• Communicating with Campassion
• Collaborating with Consideration:

Dealing with Differences

• Christian Conflict Resolution

• The Cultural Challenge

Saturday, May 1

9:30AM - 4 PM
St Paul the Apostle Catholic Church
2715 Horse Pen Creek Road
Greensboro

Sponsored by the Diocesan Education Vicariate

Information and registration (704) 370-3244

ONE LAST KISS OF YOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

'"Last Kiss' by Richard Staley is the superbly written story of Patrick,

an ordinary man who is always busy...perhaps too busy to give one last

kiss to one near and dear to him. Yet an extraordinary angel shows him
the importance of never taking people for granted in this often chaotic
and ever-changing world. 'Last Kiss' is commended as an especially

thoughtful, original, and heartwarming novel.

"

$13.95
plus S2.50 shipping—James A. Cox, Editor-in-Chief, Tlie IVIidwest Bool< Review

To order, mail check or money order to: Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, NC 28277

Courtesy Photo

The Ancient Order of Hibernians, Sons of Erin Division, donated books on Irish

history and culture to Charlotte Catholic High School March 17. Pictured are Linda

Meckes, school librarian; John Eury, Sons of Erin project chairman; Jerry Healy,

school principal; and Tim Lawson, Sons of Erin president.

AOH donates books, funds

on St. Patrick's Day
CHARLOTTE — A local divi-

sion of the Ancient Order of Hiberni-

ans spent St. Patrick's Day celebrat-

ing Irish culture and following a tra-

dition of helping others.

The AOH Sons of Erin Division

donated books on Irish history and

culture to the Charlotte Catholic

High School library March 17. This

is the second year the Sons of Erin

Division has donated books to the

high school's library on the Irish

saint's feast day.

The Sons of Erin Division plans

to continue donating similar books

eventually to merit a library shelf

called the Hibernian Collection.

They also presented a check in

support of seminarians to Father
John Allen, director of the diocesan

vocations department. The AOH
hopes to make the support an annual

event on St. Patrick's Day.

The Sons of Erin upheld another

St. Patrick's Day tradition by attend-

ing Mass at St. Patrick Cathedral

March 17, with AOH brother and Ceol

na Gael Pipe Major Mike Holian play-

ing the bagpipes outside the cathedral

before and after Mass.

The Sons of Erin Division also

participated in the annual Charlotte

St. Patrick's Day Parade March 13

with its marching unit and Ceol na

Gael Pipe Band Parade. The group

has served corned beef sandwiches at

the accompanying festival for the

past two years. Funds raised support

the group's Hiberian charities and di-

vision projects throughout the year.

-\ S€NIORS' ^ ^
SPRING FLING

'

Sponsored hy CSS Elder Ministries

Thurs., May 13th - St. Aloysius, Hickory

Deadline: Mav 5th
J

9 - 3:30 (coffee and danish from 9 - 9:45)

Your day will be filled with fellowship, ^ yi
Mass, lunch with friends, Tai Chi and yoga,

line dancing, crafts, bingo, door prizes and more!

Call Sandra Breakfield (704) 370-3220

Cost: $10 includes lunch. Limited space available.

Register NOW!
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Parishioners with autistic children seek

inclusive worship atmosphere
BY IRENE VOTCH
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

BERTHA, Minn. — Most parents

who bring their children to Mass can

tell at least one story of when their

child's behavior became disruptive:

The baby suddenly cried inconsolably,

the toddler threw a tantrum, the

preschooler loudly insisted on a bath-

room break or refused to leave her sister

alone.

For most parents, it is the story of

an isolated incident or two. But for par-

ents of autistic children, like John and

Carol Race, their stories are of ongoing

disruptive behavior by their children

and of rejection and chastisement by

those around them at Mass.

Among the Races' five children is

an autistic son. They are members of St.

Joseph Parish in Bertha.

One Saturday evening, they at-

tended Mass in St. Paul at the Cathe-

dral of St. Paul and received a negative

reaction from a person seated nearby

who asked them to move.

At another parish, the pastor chas-

tised Carol Race after Mass for her

son's behavior.

"People at first think it's a discipline

problem and assume that a good
spanking would clear everything up,"

she told the St. Cloud Visitor, newspa-

per of the St. Cloud Diocese.

While a "good spanking" might be

the worst treatment for a child with

disruptive behavior, it is especially in-

appropriate for autistic children.

Autism is a lifelong, complex condi-

tion in which a child has problems to

varying degrees with language, social-

ization and learning. Those with severe

problems are referred to as "low-func-

tioning." Those with less severe prob-

lems are referred to as "high-function-

ing." Many are somewhere in between.

The Autism Society of America es-

timates that 1.5 million — or one in

every 200 — people in the United

States have some degree of autism.

Adam Race has been determined to

be low-functioning. He is now 9 years

old and large for his age, requiring the

Races to take specific measures so that

the whole family can participate in

Caring for Charlotte Areo Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

CNS PHOTO BY DiANNE ToWALSKI
,
St. ClOUD VISITOR

Carol Race offers an encouraging smile to her 9-year-old son, Adam, during Mass

at St. Joseph Church in Bertha, Minn. Adam, who has been diagnosed with autism,

requires much of his parent's attention during Sunday services.

Mass together. They sit in the last pew,

reserved for them, and use a tether that

keeps Adam close to his mother or fa-

ther.

The Races provide Adam with a

supply of wrapped candy with which

he busies himself during Mass. But
none of this guarantees Adam will not

be disruptive.

He generally hums during each

hymn while picking up and dropping

his candy on the pew. Sometimes he

throws the candy. Sometimes he

throws himself

To their credit, St. Joseph's parish-

ioners do not frown or whisper at the

situation in the back pew. In fact, one

12-year-old parishioner offers her help

each Sunday, often taking the other

Race children into her pew so Adam's
parents can more easily respond to his

needs.

Some might think the family

should not insist on bringing a child

who is persistently disruptive to Mass.

But Carol Race thinks it is important

that the family worships together.

The U.S. bishops have said that

Serving the Carolinas
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children with persistently disruptive

behaviors have a right to be at Mass.

In their 1995 document on "Guide-

lines for Celebration of the Sacraments

with Persons with Disabilities," the

bishops wrote: "By reason of their bap-

tism, all Catholics are equal in dignity

in the sight of God and have the same
divine calling." They also wrote
"Catholics with disabilities have a right

to participate in the sacraments as fully

functioning members of the local

ecclesial community."

"It's more than a right," said Father

Ron Damico, a priest of the Diocese of

Columbus, Ohio. In his 2002 bopk,

"The Joy ofWorshiping Together," Fa
ther Damico wrote that every member
of a Catholic parish has a duty to be

present to the other members in parish

liturgies.

"Everybody has something to con-

tribute," he said when he learned of the

Race family's efforts to include Adam ifl

their family and parish worship.

"I see all kinds of ways that this

person is a gift to the community," he

said, adding that Adam may have the

responsibility "of teaching people how
to love."

"We're often self-focused so we
don't see people like this as gifts," he

said. "We think they're keeping us from

getting anything out of Mass. But we
have to find ways. We have to get used

to one another."

Father Tom Knoblach, pastor of the

Bertha parish and St. Edward's Parish

in Henning, said he believes people with

disruptive disabilities present "impor-

tant lessons for us to learn. They reveal

to us something of the brokenness of tht

human condition."

Describing their inclusion as "j

kind of countercultural sign in the life o:

the church," Father Knoblach saic

people with disabilities are a remindei

that it is "human imperfection that ii

the mark of membership in the king-

dom of God."

Advertisement

TWO WEEK VACAVOH DEPARTS AUGUST 13»

Join Two Missouri Priests on a

Nova Scotia
Cruise from Boston to IVIontreal

Plus Tour the Northeast!
Once again Your Man Tours has teamed up with Holland America Line to offer a unique two

week vacation package including a one week deluxe cruise and a one week motor-coach tour. On

August IS*" Catholic Newspaper readers will fly from throughout the country to Boston for one

night, with an included city tour, before boarding your deluxe 5-STAR ship the ms Maasdam. You'll

be joined, for this entire two week vacation with your Spiritual Directors Father Robert Liss, pastor

of St. Stephen Roman Catholic Church in Richwoods, Missouri; and Father C. Robert Dorhauer

(Father Bob) pastor of St. Richard Roman Catholic Church in St. Louis, Missouri.

Mass will be celebrated daily on board ship for those in the group who wish to participate.

Your cruise will take you "way-up-north" to a cooler climate. Highlighte include Boston Harbor;

Bar Harbor, Maine; a day in Halifax and another day in Sydney, Nova Scotia; Charlottetown, Prince

Edward Island; the Saguenay Fjord (the largest in Eastem North America); The St. Lawrence

River; Quebec City, Quebec; and the "Paris of the Americas" Montreal, Quebec. Your Man Tours

will then help you disembark the ship, and take you on a city tour of Montreal before checking you

in to your hotel (for one night) in Montreal. In the days to come you'll visit the Adirondack and

Catskill Mountains; Hyde Park Mansions; Mystic Village, Connecticut; and enjoy city tours of

Philadelphia and New York City before one last night in Boston before flying home.

Prices (per person, based on double occupancy) start at only $2387 including all taxes, port

charges and airfare from Chariotte. Friends and family are welcome.

Space is limited. Reservations are confirmed with $50 deposits on a first received basis.

For brochure with detailed itinerary and Fathers' letter with their phone numbers call:

•YOUR MAN' TO\iRS 1 800-968-7626
Providing carefree vacations since 1967!
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Abortion testimonies provide telling

backdrop' for pro-life supporters

ABORTION, from page 1

nearly viable and even post-viable un-

born children," said Ruse.

The "March for Women's Lives" is

sponsored by groups that include

Planned Parenthood Federation of

America, the plaintiff in the San Fran-

cisco trial.

U.S. District Judge Phyllis J.

Hamilton heard closing arguments
April 16 in Planned Parenthood vs.

Ashcroft, the San Francisco challenge

to Congress' ban on the partial-birth

abortion procedure. But similar trials

aimed at overturning the Partial-Birth

Abortion Ban Act continued in Lincoln

and New York.

Hamilton gave no indication on
when she might rule. But she told attor-

neys in the case that she would not

issue an injunction with nationwide ef-

fect.

"I would have some hesitance to do

that" while the other two cases were

pending, she said.

The U.S. District Court judges in

the other two cases are Judge Richard

Conway Casey, who is hearing Na-
tional Abortion Federation vs. Ashcroft

in New York, and Judge Richard G.

Kopf, who is presiding at Leroy
Carhart vs. Ashcroft in Lincoln. Both of

them issued nationwide injunctions

against enforcement of the partial-birth

abortion ban when they agreed to hear

the cases, but Hamilton issued a pre-

liminary injunction that applied only

locally.

No matter what the outcome in

each case, the Partial-Birth Abortion

Ban Act is likely to end up before the

U.S. Supreme Court.

The law bars a type of abortion

that is usually performed in the second

or third trimester. In it, a live fetus is

partially delivered, then the skull is

punctured to sever the brain stem be-

fore the whole body is delivered.

Under the law, doctors who per-

form such abortions, which are also

known to physicians as "intact dilation

and extraction," are" subject to up to two
years in prison.

Testimony at the three trials cov-

ered not only the partial-birth proce-

dure but other abortion methods.

The testimony has come mostly

from medical professionals and has cov-

ered such issues as what women are

told before their abortions, whether the

partial-birth procedure is ever medi-

cally necessary and whether unborn
children can feel pain.

" In New York, Dr. Gerson Weiss,

chairman of the department of obstet-

rics, gynecology and women's health at

New Jersey Medical School in Newark,
spoke in graphic detail about the diffi-

culty of counting the fetal parts after a

dilation and extraction abortion involv-

ing dismemberment.

"You can count there is a limb here,

I can see feet and hands, I can see skull

fragments, I can see trunk," he said

April 7. "But when you see little pieces,

if there are little pieces left behind that

are torn off, you can't fully reconstruct

and you cannot fully count the small

pieces."

In San Francisco, Dr. Katharine

Sheehan, medical director of Planned

Parenthood in San Diego and Riverside

Counties, testified about the use of

Digoxin "to cause fetal demise" before

an abortion.

""We like to prevent an eventuality

of a live birth, and because it seems to

make the procedure move along a little

bit easier on the day of the procedure,"

she said.

Testifying in New York, Dr.

Carolyn Westhoff, a professor of obstet-

rics and gynecology at Columbia Uni-

versity in New York and attending

physician at New York Presbyterian

Hospital, said she did not tell women
undergoing dilation and extraction

abortions that the child's skull would

be crushed and his or her brain

suctioned out.

"Those are details that would be

distressing to my patients and ... infor-

mation about that is not directly rel-

evant to their safety," she said.

Westhoff also talked about how
stabbing the head with scissors or her

finger causes it to look "a little wrinkly

and collapsed, but the facial structures

are not disturbed at all by that proce-

dure." She said there are "small coffins"

and "little hats" available to parents

who wish to see, photograph or bury

their child.

Dr. Kanwaljeet Anand, a Univer-

sity of Arkansas pediatrician, testified

in Lincoln that his research on pain in

infants and children had convinced him
that there would be "severe and excru-

ciating pain caused to the fetus" by the

partial-birth abortion procedure.

But some of the testimony provided

information about the humanity of the

unborn child.

Anand talked about studies that

looked at the senses of taste and smell

experienced by unborn children.

"For example, if you put a sweet

substance, say saccharine, into the am-
niotic fluid, ultrasound studies showed
that the fetus starts swallowing the am-
niotic fluid much faster than before this

sweet substance was introduced," he

said. "And if you introduce a bitter-

tasting oil into the amniotic fluid, the

swallowing stops. So from early on, the

fetus seems to have a sweet tooth."

Ruse said the trial transcripts

"should be required reading for every

politician who voted" to keep partial-

birth abortion legal and will provide "a

permanent public record" in the words

of abortion providers themselves.

"From this day forward, Americans

will judge abortion by its chief propo-

nents— in their own words," she said.

Have you been

putting an important

call on hold?

He's reaching out to YOU!

Find the answer at www.mercvnc.org
or speak with a Sister of Mercy at

1-866-HAV-MERCY
(428 - 6372)
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DISCERNING THE CALL

Women contemplate religious life

in discernment houses
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Hush. Listen.

God may be calling you.

"Many people miss God's call —
either they're too busy or they misinter-

pret it," said Franciscan Sister Andrea

Inkrott, director of diocesan Hispanic

Ministry. "Sometimes they hear the call

but say 'that's asking too much.'"

But when people determine to what

God is calling them, "that's their sure

way of being happy," said Sister Inkrott.

Everyone has a vocation, "a call

from God to respond in some way," said

Sister Inkrott. "And there are many dif-

ferent ways — we have vocations to

religious life, to priestly life, to the single

life and to the married life."

To help women discern a call to the

religious life, Sister Inkrott's order —
the Sisters of St. Francis of Tifiin, Ohio
— have established a discernment house

in Charlotte, staffed by Sister Inkrott

and Franciscan Sister Joan Ann
Gilsdorf.

'There are a lot of people who don't

have contact with sisters," said Sister

Inkrott. "So a house of discernment

would be one way that women could ask

questions, see firsthand what a vocation

to the religious life is and ask, 'Is this for

me?'"

Life in discernment

Going to a discernment house is not

necessarily a first step toward becoming

a nun, said Sister Inkrott.

"It's not becoming a candidate or

novitiate, but it's something to help a

person discern whether or not God is

calling them to this life."

"It's been very helpfiil and I'm en-

joying it," said Lourdes Toribio, the

Franciscan Discernment House's first

resident. "It's a lot different than what I

thought."

The Sisters of St. Francis consider

Toribio to be an "associate," someone

who shares the journey and dream of St.

Francis of Assisi. Toribio's residency is

one of three associate options offered by

the order — to live at a discernment

house for a year or more and be involved

in the ministry of the sisters.

Other associate options include one

of a spiritual nature, with prayer, faith-

sharing and reflective opportunities; and

another characterized by a deeper in-

volvement in the life and ministries of

the sisters, but without living in resi-

dence at a local house.

Toribio, 22, originally from Mexico,

has been living at the discernment house

since September 2003. When she's not

cooking or praying with the sisters,

Toribio assists Sister Inkrott with His-

panic ministry and tutors at Our Lady

of the Assumption Church in Charlotte.

She also is starting a sacramental

preparation class for Spanish-speaking

parishioners at St. Vincent de Paul

Church in Charlotte, said Sister Inkrott,

"with dreams of doing even more."

A discernment house is not a first step, but a way to investigate

a calling, said Franciscan Sister Andrea Inkrott.

Courtesy Photos

Above: Lourdes Toribio and Franciscan

Sister Joan Ann Gilsdorf help with the

cooking at the Franciscan Discernment

House in Charlotte.

Left: Discernment houses aren't all work

and prayer. Toribio takes a break from

her studies to help a friend clean her

car.

and preparation.

After the novitiate, the next step is to

make a temporary profession for a num-
ber of years, followed by final profession

with permanent vows.

"If people don't try it, don't make

any steps toward investigating a calling,

they'll have that hanging over their

heads all their lives," said Sister Inkrott.

"I've heard people say they've had a

drawing toward religious life, and for

whatever reason they didn't follow it."

Inspirations ofMercy
The Franciscan Discernment House

in Charlotte, which can accommodate up

to four associates, has been in the "idea

stage" for several years, said Sister

Inkrott. While conceptualizing the house,

Sister Inkrott met with the Sisters of

Mercy who run the McAuley discern-

ment house in downtown Belmont.

There are currently three women—
college students from Charlotte,

Toribio was among the Hispanic

youth, ages 16-27, to participate in the

second session of Taller Pascua (Easter

Workshop) 2004 at Immaculate Con-

ception Church and Immaculata School

in Hendersonville in November 2003.

The group finalized chapters for the

book, "A Life Project Towards Happi-

ness: Your Calling," published by the

Southeast Pastoral Institute this year to

help Hispanic youth discern vocations.

"I'm learning a lot about the differ-

ent cultures — both Anglo and His-

panic," said Toribio. "I'm looking to

learn more, and continue to follow the

call I have received."

If Toribio decides to pursue her in-

terest in becoming a Sister of St. Francis,

her next step is to become a pre-candi-

date and then candidate, when she be-

comes a canonical member of the order.

This is followed by two years as a novi-

tiate, with one year spent in prayer and

spiritual study and one year in ministry

AshevOle and South Carolina — at the

inquiry level with the Sisters of Mercy.

"The inquiry level is the first time a

woman contacts us — either by phone,

letter or e-mail— with an interest in the

religious life," said Mercy Sister Mary
Cabrini Taitano, vocations minister for

the Sisters of Mercy in North Carolina.

"The discernment begins there, with

informal conversations to get to know
each other ... to form a relationship and

introduce her to religious life," she said.

If a woman chooses to pursue a life

as a Sister ofMercy, the next step is pre-

candidacy, said Sister Taitano. This in-

cludes providing an autobiography, rec-

ommendations, sacramental documents,

work history and submitting to a back-

ground check.

The idea, said Sister Taitano, is to

determine the candidate's values— does

she have a sense of calling? A pattern of

personal prayer? An active sacramental

life in church? An idea ofcommunity and

the personal responsibility of living in

community?
Mercy Sister Virginia, a 24-year-old

novice from the island of Tamatam in

the Federated States of Micronesia, is

currently in her second-year novitiate at

the Sisters of Mercy in Belmont. She is

preparing to make her first vows in

Guam in September.

"The discernment continues until

she makes final vows," said Sister

Taitano. "It's a long engagement."

See HOUSE, next page

WOMEN RELIGIOUS IN THE

DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Religious orders represented by sisters

in the Diocese of Charlotte:

Sisters of St. Vincent de Paul

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas,

Regional Communities of N.C.

— Dallas, Pennsylvania

— Watchung, N.J.

— Detroit, Mich.

—Cincinnati, Ohio

School Sisters of St. Francis

Dominican Sisters of St. Catherine of

Sienna

Sisters of St. Joseph, Chestnut Hill, Pa.

Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet,

Minneapolis, Minn.

Sisters of St. Joseph, Rochester, N.Y.

Sisters of the Society of thetloly Child

Jesus

Sisters of Notre Dame

Maryknoll Missioners

Sisters of St. Francis, Rochester, Minn.

Sisters of St. Francis, Tiffin, Ohio

Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph

Sisters of Charity

Poor Servants of the Mother of God

Sisters of Our Lady Help of the Clergy

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

Anyone interested in contacting any of

the above communities may call the

Mercy Sister Mary Timothy Warren,

vicar for the diocesan Office ofWomen

Religious, at (704) 370-3213.
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FAITHFUL ASKED TO PRAY FOR VOCATIONS

It's not a vocations crisis

but a commitment crisis,

priest says

Courtesy Photo

Virginia Raymond is in her second year

novitiate at the Sisters of i^ercy

motherhouse in Belmont.

HOUSE, from previous page

Religiouslife

During Bishop Peter J. Jugis' "ad

limina" visit to the Vatican March 29,

Pope John Paul II asked him about vo-

cations in the Diocese of Charlotte.

"He also was interested in vocations

to the religious life, especially to the sis-

terhood," said Bishop Jugis. "He asked

me on two different occasions, 'Are there

any women interested in joining the reli-

gious life?'" So I did say, "Well, yes."'

"Persons seeking to follow God's call

to become a member of a religious com-
munity have many opportunities in the

Diocese ofCharlotte to experience the life

and works of several orders of women
religious," said Mercy Sister Mary
Timothy Warren, vicar for the diocesan
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Office ofWomen Religious.

There are currently 17 orders of

women religious working in various ca-

pacities throughout the Diocese of Char-

lotte.

'These women are engaged in min-

istries of pastoral care, medical fields,

social outreach, catechetics, education,

Hispanic outreach, administration, visi-

tation to the sick, bereavement counsel-

ing and hospital chaplaincy," said Sister

Warren.

Although many religious orders

have age limits for consideration, there

are a variety ofwomen entering discern-

ment houses.

"We're trying to meet the people

where they are," said Sister Inkrott. "We
have people coming in who are older,

some have been working for a long time.

Some communities are seeing grand-

mothers coming in."

"One of our sisters is a grand-

mother," said Sister Taitano. "We have

accepted women who are divorced with

annulled marriages, and women who
are widowed."

"We can have a variety of careers—
teachers, nurses, pastoral associates,

cooks," said Franciscan Sister Margaret

Slowick, director of diocesan campus
ministry for the Diocese ofToledo, Ohio.

"It's not a career that defines us, it's the

call to be a sister."

"It's a life choice, like the married or

single life," said Franciscan Sister

Leanne Kerschner, vocations director for

the Sisters of St. Francis at Tiffin. "What
I do, I can do anywhere."

But the religious life isn't always an

easy one, the sisters agreed.

"There are some sisters in our com-
munity who had to work hard and give

up a lot in order to follow what they felt

their calling was," said Sister Inkrott.

"It's a continuing challenge," said

Sister Taitano. "It's a journey that's

never really done. For example, people

make marriage vows and then have to

live them out."

Some women explore the religious

life for the wrong reasons, such as to

escape childhood or abuse issues.

"The convent is not an escape from

the problems of the world," said Sister

Slowick. "Women in religious life are

often more aware of what's going on in

the world; we're involved in a lot of social

justice issues."

Vocations directors help interested

women sort out their calling before they

join, said Sister Kerschner.

"Somehow you know where God is

calling you, ifyou take the time to listen,"

said Sister Slowick.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charhttediocese.org.

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The Catholic

Church throughout the world will cel-

ebrate the 41st World Day of Prayer for

Vocations on Sunday, May 2, the

Fourth Sunday of Easter.

The purpose of the day is for "all of

the faithful join in fervent prayer for

vocations to the priesthood, to the conse-

crated life and to missionary service,"

said Pope John Paul II.

"Indeed, our primary duty is to pray

to the 'Lord of the harvest' for those who
already follow Christ very closely in the

priesthood and religious life, and for

those whom he in his mercy continues to

call to such important ecclesial service,"

said the pope.

The day will "provide an opportu-

nity for the local church to mobilize the

many people in the diocese dedicated to

vocation efforts — vocation personnel,

priests, religious, teachers, parents, as

well as all the faithful in the diocese— to

discuss the need for vocations, to pray

for an increase in vocations and to con-

sider participating in creating a positive

atmosphere surrounding church voca-

tions," says Father Edward J. Burns,

executive director of the U.S. bishops'

Secretariat for Vocations and Priestly

Formation.

"A lot ofpeople say that religious are

dying out. I don't think that's necessar-

ily true," said Franciscan Sister Andrea

Inkrott, director of Hispanic Ministry in

the Diocese of Charlotte. "We're fewer,

but not dying out."

Sister Inkrott resides at the Sisters

of St. Francis' new discernment house

in Charlotte. The home was established

to help women discern a possible voca-

tion to the order by observing and living

with the sisters.

Father Burns said the church in the

United States is not suffering fi-om a

vocations crisis. Rather, he said, modern

culture is suffering from a commitment
crisis.

"It's not easy to make a commitment

these days," said Father Burns, ke3mote

speaker at the 2004 Evening with the

Bishop event to benefit the Vocations

Investment Partnership for the Diocese

of Jefferson City, Mo.
"But that is exactly what we are

called to do," he said.

All of the faithful must "rally around

those who do make commitments to the

church, to five a holy life," said Father

Burns. "We need to support all vocations

in all ways and in all seasons. It's so vital

for us as church, in order to express the

mission of Christ."

All the church must help create

what he called a "vocation culture"— "a

culture whereby young men and women
may courageously respond to God's call,

and to live out a life of commitment —
commitment to the Gospel message, to a

life of service, and life in the church."

Recent polls in the United States

have indicated this generation of young
people is "more spiritual than ever," said

Father Burns.

"Compared to the generation of

World War II, the spirituality they pos-

sess is one that needs further nurturing

and further formation," he said. "It is a

spirituality of young people so dedicated

to their relationship to God, and so hun-

gry for the truth and the Gospel mes-

sage — the truth that is proclaimed in

the church."

He talked about how important it is

for every Catholic to stand in solidarity

with people who are engaged in minis-

try and mission. "We do have the capac-

ity and ability to support one another in

all of our ministries, in our vocations, in

all that we give to the church and one

another," he said.

He urged his listeners to stand up to

the mass media when reporters or come-

dians only talk about the church in

terms of priests who have sexually

abused children. Such references, he said,

ignore the breadth of the Catholic

Church's many ministries.

Father Burns said everyone in the

church must be clear about his or her

mission. Religious communities must be

clear about their unique charisms, and

diocesan priests must be clear about

their priestly identity.

Parents, he said, have a responsibil-

ity to create an environment in the home
that enables the entire family to pray for

vocations. Parents and grandparents

must ask themselves whether they dis-

cuss vocations at home and encourage

their children to pray for them. Teachers

must be aware of how vocations to or-

dained ministry and the consecrated life

are presented in textbooks and in the

classroom.

Religious sisters and brothers. Fa-

ther Burns said, must be asked whether

the way they live out the charism of their

community makes young women and

men want to inquire about religious life.

Priests, he said, must ask them-

selves whether their prayer life and per-

sonal example and the way they preach

and celebrate the Eucharist properly

nourish and nurture young people, so

that they might also reflect on a call to

vocation.

"All of us," he said, "are called to

nurture, to mentor, to teach and to invite,

to create this vocation culture."

"Ultimately, as we look at the tasks

that lie ahead of us, we come before the

Lord, repeating the words of the psalm-

ist in all that we do in vocation ministry

and all we do in inviting young men and

women to respond to priesthood and

religious life: 'Lord, bless our endeavors'

and 'give success to the work of our

hands.'"

Jay Nies ofCatholic News Service con-

tributed to this story.

Catholic Gift & Book Store

Hours:

9am - 5pm
Mon- Fri

1st Communion — veils, missals, rosaries, gifts

Confirmation— special, unique gifts

Daily and Sunday missals

(336) 273-2554 233 N. Greene St. Greensboro, NC 27401
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

left Behind' series called

'overtly anti-Catholic'
BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The popular

"Left Behind" series of Christian apoca-

lyptic novels denies a number of Catholic

teachings and "is both subtly and overtiy

anti-Catholic," says an article in The Liv-

ing Light, a quarterly publication of the

U.S. bishops' Department of Education.

The quarterly's winter 2003 issue

devoted articles to "Left Behind," the fun-

damentalist "rapture doctrine" behind it,

a Catholic understanding of the end

times when Christ will come again, and

the large gap religious educators see be-

tween what Catholics know and what

they should know about church teach-

ing in that area.

The articles' authors warned Catho-

llMlAliAYE

lies could easily be drawn into such fun-

damentalist teachings if they have not

received solid formation in Catholic

teaching about the last things — death,

judgment, heaven and hell.

The issue appeared before the 12th

and final novel in the series, "Glorious

Appearing," hit bookstores March 30.

Since authors Tim LaHayes and

Jerry Jenkins began the series in 1995,

its first 1 1 novels have sold more than

40 million copies, with a spinoff' youth

serie# kicking the number of copies to

around 60 million.

"While they appear to be based on

the Bible, the 'Left Behind' books actu-

ally promote a nonbiblical fear in opposi-

tion to Catholic teaching about a hope-

filled end time," wrote religious educator

Joyce Donahue in an article analyzing

the theology of the series in relation to

Catholic teaching.

She gave a synopsis of the first 1

1

books, starting with the first, when
"mysteriously, all over the world, all

small children and 'good' adults sud-

denly disappear." The central characters

learn those who disappeared were taken

up to heaven in the "rapture" before the

seven years of global tribulation that —
according to rapture belief— will pre-

cede Christ's second coming.

Donahue cited key conflicts between

theories propounded by LaHaye and

Jenkins in the novels and Catholic teach-

ing, including their approach to the

Book of Revelation and other apocalyp-

tic passages of Scripture.

"Any fundamentalist reading of

apocalyptic Scripture is not Catholic

teaching," she said. "A seven-year tribu-

lation between the 'rapture' and the re-

turn of Christ is not biblical. Scripture

teaches that Christ will come after a

period of tribulation and that all believ-

ers will at that time be taken up to

heaven to be with him."

Rapture theology relies on St. Paul's

First Letter to the Thessalonians where

he says when Christ comes a second

time, "the dead in Christ will rise first.

Then we who are alive, who are left, wUl

be caught up together with them in the

clouds to meet the Lord in the air."

The word "rapture" comes fi"om the

Latin verb "rapere," used in St. Jerome's

Latin translation of that passage to ex-

press the notion of the just being "caught

up" with the Lord.

But as Donahue and the author of

another article, theologian Paul

Thigpen, pointed out, rapture theology

teaches about a third coming of Christ

— first in his birth in Bethlehem, second

in his secret coming to snatch away the

just before the tribulations of the end

time, and third at the end of the world to

reign in glory.

Catholic and mainstream Christian

teaching holds that when Christ comes

in glory at the end of this age, it will be

his second coming, not his third.

Donahue commented, "A 'second

chance' at salvation (for those not taken

up in the second coming) is not biblical.

... We wUl all, at the same time, receive

the final judgment— Mt 13:37-43. The
postrapture, prejudgment scenario in

the 'Left Behind' books borders on
Pelagianism because characters seem to

be working to redeem themselves."

An early heresy in Christianity,

Pelagianism held that grace depended on

human initiative, not on God's initiative.

The "Left Behind" books also

present a "harsh and judgmental" image

of God, offer a theology of suffering that

is not Catholic — the rapture saves the

good from the trials of the end time —
and "deny the efficaciousness of bap-

tism," wrote Donahue.

On the nonbaptismal approach to sal-

vation, "people in the series are saved at a

specific moment by saying a verbal for-

mula," and in the children's series "a minis-

ter describes this to the kids as a 'transac-

tion ... a deal,'" she wrote. "Salvation takes

place only when a person tells Jesus Christ

that he or she accepts salvation."

"In contrast," she wrote, "the Catho-

lic Church teaches that salvation is a

process effected and celebrated in the

sacraments of initiation and continuing

through Christian life."

She described ways in which the se-

ries is anti-Catholic, including the por-

trayal of "a self-centered, obese American

cardinal" becoming pope in an election

rigged by the Antichrist and then leading

"the Antichrist's new one-world religion."

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MAY 2, 2004

May 2, Fourth Sunday

ofEaster

Cycle C. Readings:

1) Acts 13:14, 43-52

Psalm 100:1-2, 3, 5

2) Revelation 7:9, 14b- 17

3) John 10:27-30

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Tears flow in many forms, sprung

fi-om a thousand different causes.

They come as fat, salty droplets run-

ning down the face of a child stung by

the unfairness of life; streaks in the

makeup of a woman showing fi"iends the

quUt her recently deceased mother made
for her 50th birthday; wet smears on the

blotchy, wrathful face of a man whose
job has been exported to another coun-

try in order to punch up the share prices

of company directors; glittering pools

flooding the eyes of a heartbroken young
couple making their long goodbyes at

the airport.

Sometimes they are hidden, percep-

tible only in the crushing headache, the

dark mood, the angry words of those

who hide their tears fi-om fear of vulner-

ability.

Tears come to mind on hearing the

promises made to us in Sunday's read-

ing fi-om the Book of Revelation. When
we shine the light of that passage on our

experience of all the different kinds of

tears arising fi-om the human condition

two truths stand out.

The first is that God's commitmeni
to vindicate all those who remain faithfii

to him does not eliminate the fact thai

tears are part of the human story. Dis-

cipleship in Christ cannot be lived witlv

out compassion, and compassion opens

us up to all the sadness of the world

fi"om the shallow and momentary to th(

deep and lasting. To attempt a Itfe with-

out tears is to condemn ourselves to livt

only on the surface. ,

The second truth here is that God's

compassion and fidelity are so greal

that every tear — from the mosi
fleeting and inconsequential to th(

longest flowing and most deeply felt

will be wiped away by God's tendei

and loving hand.

Loss, anger, disappointment, fear

desolation, physical pain — in the end

they are all provisional. Nothing car

outlast the love and mercy of God.

Questions:

What is one time someone helpec

you to experience God's consolation

Is there someone in your life whost

tears might need to be acknowledgec

and wiped away?

Scripture to Illustrate:

"For the lamb ... will shepherc

them and lead them to springs of life

giving water, and God will wip<

away every tear from their eyes'

(Revelation 7:17).

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 25 MAY 1

Sunday (Third Sunday of Easter), Acts 5:27-32, 40-41 , Revelation 5:11-14, John 21:1-19; Monday

Acts 6:8-1 5, John 6:22-29; Tuesday, Acts 7:51 —8:1 , John 6:30-35; Wednesday (St. Peter Chanel

St. Louis de Montfort), Acts 8:1-8, John 6:35-40; Thursday (St. Catherine of Siena), Acts 8:26-40

John 6:44-51
;
Friday (St. Pius V), Acts 9:1-20, John 6:52-59; Saturday (St. Joseph the Worker)

Genesis 1 :26—2:3, l\/latthew 13:54-58

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 2 - MAY 8

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Easter), Acts 13:14, 43-52, Revelation 7:9, 14-17, John 10:27-30

Monday (Sts. Philip and James), 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, John 14:6-14; Tuesday, Acts 11 :1 9-26, Joht

10:22-30; Wednesday, Acts 12:24—13:5, John 12:44-50; Thursday, Acts 13:13-25, John 13:16-20

Friday, Acts 13:26-33, John 14:1-6; Saturday, Acts 13:44-52, John 14:7-14

Consolidate

High-Interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

Low Interest

& Interest-only

Programs

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI;

1YP1C:AL COMPARISON:

NO Payment
until

July 20041

NO
Out-of -Pocltet

Closing Costs

Mortgage Rate Current Payrnent

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT

$200,000 3.75% S625 !!!!

/'// help \'ou realize your home oiDnership dreams.

*Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486
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Marquette University studies

newspaper coverage of 'Passion' fiim
^Biir sequel still bad

CNS PHOTO FROM Miramax

Uma Thurman stars "Kill Bill — Vol. 2." While not as bloody as its predecessor,

the superficiality of its highly stylized savagery promotes a video-game attitude

toward violence and is fueled by a revenge-driven theme incompatible with the

Christian understanding of forgiveness. Recurring gratuitous scenes of violence,

much rough and crude language and drug content. The USCCB Office for Film &

Broadcasting classification is 0 — morally offensive. The Motion Picture

Association of America rating is R — restricted.

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — An analysis of

newspaper coverage of the movie "The

Passion of the Christ" conducted by Je-

suit-run Marquette University in Mil-

waukee showed there was more positive

than negative coverage in news stories,

although news stories with neutral cov-

erage outnumbered the positive and

negative coverage.

William Elliott, dean of Marquette's

College of Communication, said level of

coverage extraordinary and that the

study's results, released April 8, con-

firmed his own instincts of what he saw

in the press.

The first phase of the Marquette

study covered the 10 highest-circulation

U.S. newspapers. The second phase will

cover at least one newspaper in each of

the 50 states.

Under analysis were stories pub-

lished between Jan. 1 and March 20; the

film was released Feb. 25. The 10 news-

papers averaged 35 stories each over

that time period, or close to one story

every other day.

Other movies, Elliott said, may gen-

erate newspaper coverage, but in the

case of a series such as "The Lord of the

Rings," it would be "directed to a small

group of Tolkien readers, and appears a

lot on the entertainment pages."

News articles made up 42. 1 percent

of all newspaper coverage of "The Pas-

sion." Of the 146 articles, 50 were judged

to be positive and 21 negative, but 75

were considered neutral.

Letters to the editor accounted for

23.3 percent of the coverage of the film,

making them the next largest portion of

"Passion" newspaper coverage. Of 81

letters, 31 were judged to be negative, 27

positive and 23 neutral.

Of the 47 feature stories, which ac-

counted for 13.5 percent of all newspaper

coverage, 29 of the stories were neutral,

1 1 were negative and seven were positive.

Reviews of "The Passion of the

Christ" were almost evenly split, with 1

1

being neutral, 10 positive and 10 nega-

tive. Of editorials about the movie, 13

were negative, 1 3 were neutral, and only

four were positive.

The Marquette study also exam-
ined what the newspaper articles dis-

cussed about the movie. The religious

nature of the film was the most prevalent

topic, with 197 stories referencing it. The
other subject touched upon in a majority

of the articles that were studied was
whether the film could be seen as anti-

Semitic.

"While anti-Semitism was fi-equently

discussed, it was considered a major issue

in only 30.4 percent of the articles," the

study's executive summary said. "The
most fi-equent interpretation was that the

issue was a minor part of the story and

one side of the issue was presented."

Other topics found in the coverage

were, in descending order: the film's vio-

lence, its historical accuracy, the movie's

production and promotion efforts, and

the quest of director Mel Gibson.

Regarding stories about the film's

violence, the study said, "violence was

not only a significant theme of the cover-

age, the results ... show that the issues

surrounding violence often come in the

form of negative articles."

Scott & Kimberly Hahn Are Coming to Charlotte !!

June 11 & 12, 2004
Scott

Hahn

Featured Speakers:
Scott & Kimberly Hahn
Alice von Hildebrand, PhD
David Dorondo, D.Phil.

Duncan Stroik, LLC

Rev. M. Kauth

Rev. W.R. Williams

Rev. PJ. \X/inslow

Very Rev. J. Putnam, JCL

Rev. M. Buettner - Masterof Ceremonies

Charlotte Catholic High School Gymnasium
7702 Pineville-Matthews Rd. (Hwy. 51)

Charlotte, NC

To register &
purchase tickets:

nilail in form,

visit

www: cuf.org/conference.htm

or call 704-888-6050

to receive a faxed form.

^

Please Print

Name:

1^
Corpus Christ! Conference Registration Form

Tickets are $20 each & Include a HoneyBaked Ham boxed lunch.

Address:

Phone: Email:

Please specify choice of sandwich:
Ham Turkey Veggie.

Make checks payable to:

Gail Buckley
& mail to:

Corpus Christi Conference
2737 Lemon Tree Lane
Charlotte, NC 28211

Number of Tickets Total Amount Enclosed:
If purchasing more than onp ticket, please send list of names of all ticket holders .

This is important. If a ticket is misplaced we will have the names on file as Dfoof of ourchase.

Schedule of Events

Kimberly

Hahn

Friday, June 11, 2004

6:00pm Registration (For anyone not

pre-registered)

7:00pm Vespers

7:15pm General Introduction to Conference -

Fr. M. Kauth

Opening Address - Dr. Alice von Hildebrand7:30pm

Saturday,

8:00am

9:30am

10:30am

11:30am

12:30pm

1:30pm

2:15pm

3:15pm

4:30pm

5:30pm

7:30pm

8:30pm

9:30pm

Jurte 12, 2004

Holy Mass—Fl R. Amsparger, Celebrant

Art & Our Lady - Fr. M. Kauth

The Holy Eucharist—Fr. P.J. Winslow

The Roman Liturgy - Fr. W.R. Williams

Reformation History - David Dorando, D.Phil.

Ecclesiastical Architecture -

Duncan Stroik, LLC

Priest Panel Q&A -

The Friends of St. John Vianney*

Repeat of all 9:30 am ta^s

Lunch

Rosary and Benedic^on—Fr. C. Gober

Swear to God, The Bible S The Sacraments-

Dr Scott Hahn

The Eudiarist as Life-GMng Love -

Kimberly Hahn

The Holy Mass- Fr. P.J. Winslow, Celebrant

Dinner Break

Lord Have Mercy - Dr. Scott Hahn

Q8A Sesson- Scott & Kimberly Hahn

General Conclusion of Conference

*TheFriendsofSt John Vianney is an informal gathering of

Diocesan priests
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EASTER
April 23, 2004

EASTER S.T.A.R.S

Courtesy Photo

Father Carmen Malacari, members of S.T.A.R., the Easter Bunny and Msgr. John

McSweeney gather during an Easter luncheon at St. Matthew Church April 7.

Kindergarten students from St. Matthew School gave cards and sang songs for the

S.T.A.R. members.

Kindergarteners, senior

citizens celebrate Easter
CHARLOTTE — Kids and adults

at St. Matthew Church and School

proved Easter is fun for any age.

Approximately 115 kindergarten

students and 160 members of the

parish's S.T.A.R. group (Seniors That
Are Retired) enjoyed an Easter lun-

cheon at the church's New Life Center

April 7.

The students made Easter cards for

the seniors, who baked cupcakes and

provided Easter candy for the children.

The students then sang for the seniors

after lunch.

The Easter Bunny and helpers from

Charlotte Catholic High School also

joined the festivities. Msgr. John
McSweeney, pastor of St. Matthew
Church, and Father Due Duong and

Father Carmen Malacari, parochial vic-

ars, judged the seniors' Easter bonnet

contest. >

Celebrating Seder

CouRTEsr Photo

Benedictine Father David Draim, parochial vicar; Claudio Carrizosa, parishioner;

Benedictine Abbot Patrick Shelton, pastor; and Veronica Netwono, parishioner, take

part in the parish's annual Seder dinner at St. James Catholic Church in Hamlet

April 6. The Seder is a meal and prayer service in Jewish homes on the eve of the

first day of Passover. Some Christian parishes hold modified Seder observances

because the Last Supper, at which Jesus instituted the Eucharist the night before

his death, is traditionally believed to have been a Seder meal.

Portraying passion

Courtesy Photo by David Ramsey

Hispanic Ministry members portray Jesus and Roman soldiers during a living Stations

of the Cross performance at St. Mary Church in Sylva on Good Friday, April 9. The

Stations of the Cross, a traditional Lenten devotion also known as the Way of the

Cross, reenact Christ's passion and crucifixion. In brief remarks at the end of the

Vatican's torch-lit Way of the Cross service in Rome's Colosseum April 9, Pope John

Paul II prayed, "May the mystery of the Way of the Cross of the Son of God be for all

of us a source of unending hope. May it comfort and strengthen us even when our

hour of death arrives."
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Introducing Pennybyrn

Along the wooded cove of

High Point City Lake,

God's handiwork is everywhere.

Worship in our

Meditation chapel

Discover nature's

beauty while

walking our trails

Learn a new craft

in our

woodworking shop

On-site

maintenance brings

fast repairs

Pets are always

welcome

Choices of flexible

financial options

The new Pennybyrn at Maryfield will offer an exciting,

customizable retirement lifestyle unlike any other in the

Piedmont Triad region. New and elegantly-appointed

apartments and cottages spread amidst 66 acres of

magnificent trees and rolling hills! To reserve or learn more,

Call (336) 886-4103.
Toll Free l-(866)-627-9343.

pgNKlVBVRKI
M A Y F E L

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Sei-vants of the Mother of God

Abbey's alumni magazine

wins awards
BELMONT — He wore a green

flight suit, dark shades and had a daz-

zling smile.

At first glance, you could have eas-

ily mistaken the attractive flight sur-

geon who graced the Winter 2003
cover of CROSSROJDS, Belmont Ab-
bey College's alumni magazine, with a

famous actor from the movie
"Top Gun."

The similarities, of course, were all

coincidental.

But it certainly couldn't have hurt

when judges for the Communicator
Awards read about 1968 graduate Ed
Antosek's journey from Belmont Ab-
bey College to Iraq. They also got to

know others such as NBC Television

personality and 1967 graduate Dr.

Kevin Soden; they experienced Abbey
events firsthand through photos such

as Homecoming 2003 and New Jersey

Day at the Races; and learned about

exciting news and discoveries Uke Fa-

ther Abram Ryan, and La Casa's

grand opening on campus.

It was this that judges based their

decision to award Belmont Abbey
College's alumni magazine, CROSS-
ROADS, with five Communicator
Awards in its 2004 Print Media com-
petition. The College won Awards of

Distinction for its Winter 2003 issue

in the following categories; Writing/
Magazine; Magazine/Educational In-

stitution; and Most Improved Maga-

C
C

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 MonroeM Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.caroiinaftineral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

zine. Belmont Abbey also won Honor-
able Mention in the following catego-

ries; Photography/Magazine; and De-
sign/Magazine Interior.

"We're all very proud of this

achievement," said Teresa Sowers
McKinney, director of public rela-

tions at Belmont Abbey College and

the magazine's editor-in-chief. "But I

think we all feel the magazine's im-

pact would not have been possible

had it not been for the amazing sto-

ries the Abbey's alumni bring to the

table."

The Communicator Awards is an

international awards competition
that recognizes outstanding work in

the communications field with entries

judged by industry professionals.

Belmont Abbey College was chosen

from among 3,743 in this year's com-
petition from advertising agencies,

corporate communications depart-

ments, educational institutions, gov-

ernment entities, designers, writers,

video production professionals,

broadcast and cable operations and
other businesses throughout the

country.

"There's no better reward than

seeing everyone's hard work — from

someone in the office taking time to

write an extra article to a student tak-

ing some extra time out of his or her

day to pose for a picture— every little

bit adds something special to the

magazine," said McKinney.

CROSSROADS is published bi-

annually by the Office of Public Rela-

tions with assistance from the Alumni
Office and the Development Office.

The magazine features success stories

of alumni and current students of the

Abbey and includes news, sports, arts,

calendar events, alumni news and
open letters from the abbot and alumni

president.

"I think no matter what, whether

it's events or publications, as an insti-

tution— we need to bring them to the

next level and make sure the alumni

feel welcome," said 1999 graduate

Fran Kirk Pifieros. "We need to con-

tinue to reinforce that connection

alumni have with the Abbey."

Belmont Abbey College, named
one of the country's leading, private

liberal arts colleges by U.S. News and
JVorld Report, is home to nearly a

thousand students with diverse reli-

gious and cultural backgrounds who
represent more than 18 countries and

34 states.

Can you answer "YES" to any of these questions?

1. Do you need a good buyerfor a car, house, property, etc. ?

2. Do you need a renterfor a vacation place, house, or other property?

3. Do you need qualified employees for your business?

4. Does your church or organization need good employees?

If SO, put THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD to work for YOU!
Over 125,000 READERS could see your classified ad in this paper

every week - for only 60 cents per word ($12 minimum)!

CALL Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 today!
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= Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVERS: CAREGi\ ing is a Joy! Join

us in making a difference in the lives of the

elderly. Non-medical companionship and

home care. Flexible, part-time, day, evening

and weekend hours available. Car needed.

Home Instead Senior Care. Call

704.34'i.9739.

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION:
Dynamic and welcoming faith community

seeking experienced Director of Faith For-

mation with master's degree in religious edu-

cation. Send resume and a statement ofyour

vision of Faith Formation to: St. Paul the

Afwstle Catholic Church, Faith Formation

Search Committee, 2715 Horse Pen Creek

Road, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (336) 294-

6149; e-mail

jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org.

SOCIAL WORKER: Room At The Inn, a

Catholic maternity home located in Charlotte

is seeking a full time Lead House Manager.

Position requires strong managerial, organi-

zational, and interpersonal skills with a mini-

mum of a BSW and 5 years experience. Re-

porting directly to the Program Director,

this position is responsible for the daily op-

eration, organization, and management of the

6 mother/6 baby group home and supervi-

sion of two house managers. Fax resume to

Executive Director at 704-521-2751. Visit

our website at www.rati.org.

YOUTH MINISTER: Dynamic and wel-

coming faith community seeking experienced

Youth Minister with bachelor's degree. Send

resume and a statement ofyour vision of

Youth Ministry to: St. Paul the Apostle

Catholic Church, Youth Minister

Search Committee, 2715 Horse Pen Creek

Road, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax

(336) 294-6149; e-mail

jmalmielt@stpaulcc.org

FOR SALE

CATHOLIC BOOKSTORE: Operating al-

most 15 years. For information call 336-760-

1673.

FOR RENT

VACATION RENTAL: New rustic log

cabin in mountains - Yancey county. Over-

looks trout pond. Call owner for brochure

and prices. 828-682-9250

WANTED TO BUY

ORGAN: Looking for older model
Hammond organ. 704-641-1910

PRAYERS & PETITIONS

Thank you, St. Jude. DL

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

PRINCIPAL WANTED

St. Mark Catholic School, Wilmington, NC, is seeking a principal to lead

our K-8 school. Successful candidate will be a practicing Catholic with

vision, proven leadership & administrative skills, & the ability to work

collaboratively & maintain educational excellence. Applicant must hold

or be eligible for a North Carolina Principal License, & have prior

administrative experience. Salary commensurate w/ exp. Send resume

& letter explaining philosophy of Catholic education, description of

leadership & management style, salary requirements & references to:

Principal Search Committee, St. Mark Catholic School,

1011 Eastwood Rd., Wilmington, NC 28403.

Fax (910) 392-6777

Email: secretary@stmarkcatholicschool.org

DONT PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!

!

125,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rutcs - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, tool n n:

CATHOLIC
Call (704) 370-3332 now! —

- NEW&'--HF.RAl.D

ONE STEP CLOSER

Hundreds walk to fight AIDS
BELMONT — An estimated 250

walkers participated in the 11th An-
nual Walk for AIDS April 4.

The three-mile jaunt through his-

toric Belmont raised awareness of the

HIV/AIDS problem in the region

and funds to cover operating ex-

penses of the House of Mercy, a non-
profit residential living facility serv-

ing persons with advanced AIDS.
Founded by the Sisters of Mercy,

the House of Mercy is the region's

only facility providing 24-hour com-
passionate care for persons living

with advanced AIDS. More than 200
men and women have resided at

House of Mercy, which is in its 13th

year of operation.

"Some view House of Mercy as a

somber, sad place. Yes, there is death

here, but there is also good fellowship,

laughter and joy between the resi-

dents and staff," said Stan Patterson,

president of the House of Mercy. "In

some cases, they come from dysfunc-

tional relationships. Here, there is an

opportunity for families to reconcile."

After the walk, The South Fork
Boys, a local bluegrass band com-
prised of three Belmont teens, per-

formed for the walkers at a picnic

reception at House of Mercy.

Worldwide, 20 million persons

have died from AIDS and more than

40 million are estimated to be living

with HIV. Southern states, with a

Courtesy Photo by Marjorie Stor(|[

An estimated 250 people participate in

the 11th Annual Wall< for AIDS to benefit

House of Mercy in Belmont April 4.

third of the U.S. population, account

for approximately 46 percent of afl

new HIV/AIDS cases, according t©

the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention. Twenty-one hundred
cases of HIV disease were reported ta

the N.C. Division of Public Health i|

2003.

The N.C. Division of Health &
Human Services estimates at least

21,000 North Carolinians are living

with HIV/AIDS, with one-quarter to

one-third of this number unaware of

their status.

ALL ARE INVITED!
With praise and thanksgiving

to Almighty God,

you are cordially invited to the

DEDICATION MASS OF OUR NEW
ST. JOSEPH VIETNAMESE CATHOLIC CHURCH

4929 Sandy Porter Rd., Charlotte, 28273
704-504-0907

by Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis

Bishop of Charlotte

Sunday, May 2, 2004
12 o'clock noon

Festival Schedule:

Friday, 4/30: 4 - 8 pm
Saturday, 5/1: 10 am - 8 pm

We would be honored to have you join us for the festival and also

for the reception immediately following Mass where winners ofour

raffle will be announced. Ifyou would like to help support our new

church, you may purchase raffle tickets at the reception.
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Congratulations to

Our Lady of Lourdes

Church

Monroe

Thankjoufor allomng us to be a

part ofjour new church project.

JOHN S. CLARK
COMPANY, INC.

• MT, AIRY
• WINSTON-SALEM
• HIGH POINT

JARK
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

and
Design, Inc.

Monroe church dedicated

Photos by Karen A. Evans

Above: Bishop Peter J. Jugis prepares to anoint the new altar of Our Lady of Lourdes

Church with the sacred chrism. Below: The bishop anoints the candleholder above

the entrance of an alcove with chrism as part of the anointing of the church.

DEDICATION, from page 1

ity hall, the parish having outgrown
the 120-seat church.

This growth necessitated the con-

struction of a new 11,955 square-foot

church adjacent to the original structure,

where Mass had been celebrated for

much of the past 60 years in Monroe.

The new church will seat 719
people for Mass, six times that of the

old building, which will continue to

serve the parish as a space for bap-

tisms, funerals, weddings and daily

Mass.

The centerpiece of the new sanc-

tuary is the 6-foot corpus of Christ,

which hangs on a 10-foot cross over

the altar. Eventually, statues will fill

two alcoves in the front of the church

and Stations of the Cross will adorn

the walls, said Lucille Jackman, a

member of the building committee.

"It is with a sense of overflowing

joy and profound gratitude to God
that we celebrate this Mass of dedica-

tion of the new church of Our Lady of

Lourdes parish," said Bishop Jugis in

his homily.

The bishop gave his homily in

both English and Spanish, out of re-

spect for the large number of Hispan-

ics in attendance.

The bishop thanked the priests

and deacons in attendance: Abbot
Placid Solari, OSB, of Belmont Abbey;

Augustinian Father Cassidy, pastor;

Msgr. William Pharr, pastor from
1965-69; Msgr. John McSweeney,
pastor of St. Matthew Church in

Charlotte; Father Christopher Roux,
parochial vicar of St. Mark Church in

Huntersville; and Rev. Mr. Edwin
Rodriguez and Rev. Mr. Jesus Reyes,

deacons for Our Lady of Lourdes
Church.

During the nearly three-hour
Mass, more than 700 parishioners

and special guests watched as Bishop

Jugis blessed the church with holy

water, holy chrism oil and incense, "to

signify the superabundant grace and
holiness of the sacrifice of Christ."

"But the anointing with sacred

chrism and incense only symbolically

represents what is the real consecra-

tion of this place by Christ himself—
the presence of the eucharistic sacri-

fice, the sacred banquet with Christ

our king," he said.

At the conclusion of the Mass,

parish council chairman Doherty pre-

sented a visibly moved Bishop Jugis

with the crucifix that had hung in the

church's rectory. The bishop selected

this same crucifix as the model for the

cross on his episcopal coat of arms
when he was ordained in October
2003.

Remarkably, the new church was
completed both under budget and
early, said Jackman. Thanks to a rela-

tively mild winter, construction pro-

ceeded quickly from its

groundbreaking until completion in

late March. The building was first

used for the Palm Sunday Masses.

According to Doherty, the major-

ity of the capital needed for the new
church was raised over the past four

years. He expects the balance to be

paid off by the end of 2005.

"Today salvation has come to this

house," said Bishop Jugis. "May
Christ fill up our hearts and fill out

this place with his divine presence."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

For more on the history of Our Lady

of Lourdes, please see the Parish

Profile on page 20.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

The best place to find

the bishop
A recent editorial in the Winston-

Salem Journal criticized Bishop Peter J.

Jugis for not making himself available to

news reporters for interviews.

The editorial, entitled, "A Bishop's

Silence," said it was time for the bishop

to talk. But, as most Catholics know,

the bishop has been talking regularly

and often since his installment in Octo-

ber. In addition, when he speaks, he

invites the news media to cover what he

has to say.

Bishop Jugis is the pastoral leader

of our diocese and, as such, the most
appropriate way for him to speak is

from the pulpit, which he does in

churches throughout the diocese every

Sunday. The editorial writer from the

Winston-Salem Journal, and any other

reporter, is welcome to listen and learn

at any one of these Masses.

The bishop understands that news
organizations have an interest in some
topics more than others and has accom-

modated those needs. For example, on
Ash Wednesday at St. Patrick Cathe-

dral in Charlotte, the bishop addressed

a topic that the secular news media has

a great deal of interest in: the sinful

crime of clergy sex abuse. The news
media was given advance notice of the

homily, written copies of it were dis-

tributed to reporters and a video and

audio feed of the service was available.

Audio of the homily can still be found

on the diocesan web site,

www.charlottediocese.org.

Coverage was widespread with ra-

dio, television and newspapers all car-

rying stories. The bishop also spoke out

about sex abuse in a lengthy op-ed

piece that editors of The Charlotte Ob-

server, the Asheville Citizen-Times and

the Winston-Salem Journal, found worth

publishing.

Most importantly, the bishop's

messages to the faithful are covered in

The Catholic News & Herald. The bishop

publishes this newspaper; it is first to

report his official comments and has the

authoritative and most thorough cov-

erage of his activities.

Granted, the audience for The
Catholic News & Herald is not as large

as some newspapers in the diocese, but

there is a trade-off for anyone who is

quoted in the secular news media. In

return for the notoriety that comes with

being quoted, you have to be willing to

have your words and ideas filtered and

condensed. Filtering occurs because ev-

erything from the bias of a reporter to

the point of view of a given publication

affects how a story is portrayed.

Condensing is the squeezing of ten

pounds of information into a five-pound

bag. There is rarely enough room in a

newspaper or time on television to give a

subject a complete airing. News stories

Catholics &

the Media

DAVID HAINS
Guest Columnist

are abridged versions of reality.

Most people who are quoted by
news organizations, such as politicians,

don't have much choice: either they

work with reporters or they fall off the

public's radar. It's different for the

bishop. He can connect with Catholics

via this newspaper or the Internet. But

more importantly, he has the pulpit, a

place where he can comment on our

spiritual welfare, God's plan for our

salvation and topics such as commu-
nity justice.

"These topics and others should be

far more important for Catholics and

non-Catholics than the fast-changing

and often whimsical agenda of the news
media.

David Hains is director ofcommunica-

tionsfor the Diocese ofCharlotte. Contact him

at dwhains@charlottediocese.org.

God offers faithfiil a safe

haven from evil and chaos,

pope says
BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY— God offers the

faithful a safe haven from chaos and evil,

said Pope John Paul II.

"The Lord surrounds the faithful

with a horizon of peace that keeps out

the uproar of evil. Communion with

God is a source of serenity, joy, tranquil-

lity; it is like entering an oasis of light

and love," he said at his weekly general

audience.

Looking refreshed and happy in the

warm Rome sunshine, the pope read

brief passages from an otherwise long

audience address. He spoke slowly and

deliberately though his speech was
slurred. He also gave short greetings in

10 different languages to the some
40,000 pilgrims gathered April .2 1 in St

Peter's Square.

In his catechesis, the pope focused on
the image of the house or temple ofGod
as a refuge that offers peace and serenity

to those who place their trust in him.

He said those who are faithful to

God may become isolated or be con-

fronted by hostUe forces because of their

faith.

They know their belief "creates iso-

lation and provokes even contempt and

hostility in a society that often chooses

personal advancement, outward success,

wealth and unhindered pleasure as its

standard," he said.

He said those who believe in God
are never alone and a "surprising peace

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

is kept in their heart because ... the Lord
is my light and my salvation; whom
should I fear?"

In a portion of the speech he did not

read aloud, the pope wrote, "inner calm,

fortitude of the soul and peace are gifts

that are obtained while finding refuge in

the temple, while resorting to personal

and community prayer."

In his greeting to Polish pilgrims,

the pope made mention of the impor-

tance of Christianity for a united Europe.

April 23 marks the feast day of St.

Adalbert, one of Poland's patron saints,

whose life and death "became the foun-

dation of the nation and Polish identity,"

the pope said.

St. Adalbert "reminds us once again

that only with Christ is it possible to

build a solid, common, European home,"

he said.

Predominantly Catholic Poland wiU

be the largest nation to join the Euro-

pean Union May 1 together with nine

other Central European and Mediterra-

nean countries.

The structure of pastoral councils

Editor's note: This is the second of a

series ofcolumns on pastoral councils.

While the parish pastoral council is

the thinking, planning and reflection

group for the parish, the commissions

are made up of the people who actually

help to make the plans become realities.

The members of the commissions

are individuals in the parish commis-

sioned by the pastor to carry out a par-

ticular ministry in the parish that is

particular to his role as pastor. They are

spiritually called to this ministry. It falls

to the pastor, pastoral council and the

commission to imitate the Twelve
Apostles, prayerfully discerning those

persons in the faith community who
may have a calling to a particular minis-

try. This same discernment should occur

every time there is a need to fill positions

in the faith community, including the

pastoral council.

Existing organizations or commit-

tees relate to the pastoral council

through the appropriate commissions.

It is common in parishes across the

Diocese of Charlotte to delegate com-
missions to the level ofanother commit-

tee. This is contrary to the intent of the

diocesan policy.

Commission members are called

and are the principal body responsible

for overseeing the proper carrying out of

the ministry in accord with the pastoral

plan. The pastor, pastoral council and

the faith community should recognize

this calling. Commission members
should be installed in their ministry dur-

ing Sunday liturgy.

Commissions are established within

every parish with size and membership

dependent upon the size of the parish.

Each commission is responsible for es-

tablishing a working plan, including a

mission statement, goals and objectives,

the recommendation to the pastor of

policies concerning matters pertaining

to the commission, evaluating programs

and policies, and approval of its budget.

The commissions should endeavor

to become the experts in the parish con-

cerning the ministry that they carry out.

For example, the Community Life Com-
mission should be trained in all pertinent

aspects of social justice and commission

members should take their obligation to

be educated in the subject seriously.

Canon law specifically requires that

individuals in a particular ministry be

trained in that ministry (Canon 229 §l).

The pastor and pastoral council must

Guest

Column

GEORGE K.

COBB
Guest Columnist

also take -seriously this obligation that

all engaged in ministry must be trained

and insure that opportunities are pro-

vided for proper formation. Money must

be budgeted annually to insure that the

laity are properly trained.

The commission structure is: Lit-

urgy, Community Life, Family Life,

Ecumenism/Evangelization, Educa-
tion, Administration/Communication.

With the completion of the strate-

gic plan of the diocese, "Crossing the

Threshold with Christ," it was recom-

mended Ecumenism to be a separate

commission with Communication be-

ing added to Evangelization. In this

way, the commissions better reflect the

nature of Evangelization and
Ecumenism as understood in the

Catholic Church today.

George Cobb is the director ofthe dioc- ^
esan Office ofPlanning.
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David Robinson— Beyond the image
Stories on the sports pages these

days are as likely to be about sex, drugs

and money as they are about who won
and who lost, so it's a pleasure to. read

about an athlete who's as much a hero in

real life as he's been in a gym. Meet
David Robinson, basketball star— who
may one day be better remembered as

David Robinson, humanitarian.

Robinson, 38, retired last year after

a glittering career with the San Antonio

Spurs, where he helped win two NBA
titles and once reigned as the league's

Most Valuable Player. Already named
one ofthe 50 top players of all time, he's a

sure bet for the Hall of Fame. And what

has he been up to since retiring?

Starting a school, for one thing —
and putting $9 million of his own money
into it. The Carver Academy — named
for George Washington Carver, Afri-

can-American scientist and social leader

(and Robinson's personal hero)— is not

just any school. Faith-based, with a 15-1

student-teacher ratio and a schedule that

begins with chapel each day, the acad-

emy stresses integrity, service, leader-

ship and discipline.

I read about the Carver Academy,

and about the incredible generosity of the

man who started it, in a New York Daily

News story written by Wayne Cotfey.

And quite a story it is. Robinson and his

wife, Valerie, decided to launch the school

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

as the kind ofplace they wanted their own
boys to attend. Robinson's good friend

Red McCombs, former owner of the

Spurs, tried to talk him out of the idea,

warning him of all the problems he'd face

and pointing to the scholarships he'd es-

tablished through the David Robinson

Foundation.

"I told him he was already doing a

lot," McCombs explained.

But McCombs was hardly sur-

prised when Robinson persisted in go-

ing ahead with his plans. After all, he

knew the man.

"People from coast to coast ask me,

'Is this guy really as good as his image'?"

McCombs says. "My response is, 'No,

he's better.'"

Academics has always been a prime

concern for Robinson, who majored in

math during his under^iduate days at

the U.S. Naval Academy. But so is excel-

lence in general, not to mention the de-

velopment of solid values. Robinson

serves as a minister at large for the Oak
Hills Church in San Antonio, where he

leads a weekly Bible study session. He
tries to pass his ideas on faith along to

the students at Carver, because to him

they're what matter most in life.

"Everything in life is not dictated by

money," Robinson told Wayne Coffey.

"It's dictated by what kind of legacy

you're going to leave, and what kind of

man you are going to be."

Robinson's academy, now two years

old, has brightened up a once run-down

neighborhood in San Antonio. Set in a

modest building on a six-acre site, it houses

83 children up to grade 4. Each year a

grade will be added, and a $6-million ex-

pansion plan is already in the works.

"The kids are happy here," he said.

"They love coming here. You know
you're impacting young liyes, and that's

the best part of it."

Parents of Carver Academy stu-

dents couldn't agree more. "David

Robinson is a phenomenal man," said

one mother. "I feel blessed every day that

my son goes to this school."

For afree copy ofthe Christopher News
Note, "Good Neighbor, Good Citizen,"

write: The Christophers, 12 East 48th Street,

New Tork,^NT 10017; or e-mail:

mail@christophers.org.

Do Catholics believe in the Eucharist?

Several times I have heard speak-

ers tell us that most Catholics don 't believS

in the Eucharist anymore. They say it is

because priests do not urge old andyoung
parishioners to be reverent and especially

because Catholic education classes do not

teach true doctrine.

One priest gave the same ideas in a

talk just the other night, quoting surveys

that he says show Catholics do not accept

the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Is

that true? Do surveys really prove that?

(Pennsylvania)

A. I've heard the same claims,

though it seems to me they were more
vocal several years ago than they are

now. I too find such accusations hard to

accept. In my 50 years as a priest, I

have certainly experienced nothing to

support them.

Schools in every parish I have
worked with or known of are clear and
thoroughly Catholic in their teaching

about the Eucharist. There is always

unevenness and need for improvement
in education, including religious educa-

tion. These broad accusations, however,

undermining and defaming Catholic

schools around the country, contribute

nothing helpful to the faith and life of

Catholic people.

As for the surveys, I'm not at all

sure they indicate a decline in eucharis-

tic faith. For one thing, there were no
such surveys in earlier times to mea-
sure against.

Second, I have read a few of these

studies. They prove that, no matter
how fair their authors may think them

to be, it is impossible to capsulize our

beliefs about the Eucharist in a few

brief questions that people could an-

swer without leaving room for serious

confusions.

It took the church centuries to de-

velop satisfactory eucharistic language.

The 16th-century Council of Trent
(Session 13) summarized that develop-

ment in describing the true and sub-

stantial eucharistic presence of our

Lord. Yet even that language is being

refined and clarified to this day, as the

Catechism of the Catholic Church, for

example, demonstrates.

Our belief in the real presence of

Jesus Christ — "body and blood, soul

and divinity," as the older catechisms

put it — needs to be carefully under-

stood. It can be, and often has been,

misinterpreted. From former times

even to the present, people not of our
faith sometimes mistook what we
mean by eating the body of Christ,

seeing it as implying some sort of

cannibalism.

Thoughtful Catholics may not
know all the technical theological ter-

minology, but they know what they

believe. They tend to be cautious of

language that could be open to a cari-

cature of our faith. We are, after all, as

the church teaches, dealing here with a

profound mystery that no human
words will ever adequately express.

Finally, it is simple reality that

some Catholics feel an urgent need to

deplore what they see as a crisis of

faith so they can lay the blame on
whatever it is they currently dislike in

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

the church: English liturgy, women
lectors, Latin Masses, lay eucharistic

ministers, celibate priesthood and so

on.

Various factors always affect the

quality of people's faith — in the Eu-
charist as in everything else. Fortu-

nately, the Eucharistic Prayers at

Mass express plainly what the Eucha-

rist is and why. From the words of

institution (consecration) to the calling

down of the Holy Spirit and the many
expressions of thanksgiving, when
these are proclaimed clearly and lis-

tened to carefully the true faith is

present and alive.

When the faithful make their act of

faith at Communion time by saying

"Amen" — I affirm it — after being

offered "the body of Christ," they de-

clare quite well what they believe. It is

worth remembering that for centuries,

when the Mass was once before in the

language people understood, the Mass
— the word and the Eucharist — was
the primary place where faith was
planted and nourished.

Maybe we need to look there a

little more closely.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

One nation

'Under God'

The Human

Side

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS COLU.MNIST

A carnival-like atmosphere devel-

oped as reporters, protesters and onlook-

ers descended upon the U.S. Supreme
Court March 24 to hear the atheist

Michael A. Newdow's case that his

daughter should not be subjected to re-

citing the words "under God" in the

Pledge ofAllegiance.

How should Catholics and others

steeped in the Judeo-Christian tradition

react when such an effort is undertaken

by someone like Newdow? Do we start a

a religious war against atheists?

Not with soldiers or bombs, obvi-

ously. Of course, there's always the pos-

sibility of letter-writing, an e-maO blitz,

phone calls and other efforts to support

the nation's Judeo-Christian heritage.

But do we undertake a relentless

battle to destroy the illogical and de-

structive thinking of such people? Fol-

lowing the same line of thought, do we
resort to character assassination? The
aging Newdow is undoubtedly beyond

his prime. Is he going through a mid-life

crisis and making this his last hurrah?

Do we respond to Newdow on his

own terms and argue that there is no such

thing as an atheist because if you say you

don't believe in God, you are admitting

there is a God? You can't disbelieve what

doesn't exist in your mind.

Or do we just dismiss the whole

affair as one more carnival to which the

Supreme Court has opened itself? Will it,

like most carnivals in the past, quickly

pass and be forgotten? Is no reaction the

better course?

As Christians, we have the responsi-

bility to evangelize others. Should we
react to an effort such as Newdow's with

evangelization, trying harder to share

the good news and bring about a change

of heart in people like him?

I believe that the best way to deal

with atheists is to imitate par excellence

the God they deny. There is an evening

prayer that priests in particular recite

that captures God's attitude beautifully:

"Grant Lord, that we may see in each

person the dignity of one redeemed by

your Son's blood so that we may respect

the freedom and the conscience of all."

No matter how deeply we feel about

making war, promoting character as-

sassination, making people eat their

words or sending them to oblivion,

God's way encourages us always to

maintain respect of the person's con-

science and freedom.

God never forces us, but always

leaves us to our own designs, knowing

that justice always will win out. This

must be our disposition in heated debates.

Living as truly as we can as Chris-

tians is the best way to make Christians.
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Our Lady ofLourdes Church home
to diverse Catholic congregation

Courtesy Photo by Terry Montler

The new 719-seat church of Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Monroe dominates the

original 120-seat building. The thriving parish fills the new building for the four

Masses celebrated each weekend. The original church will continue to be used for

the celebration of baptisms, weddings, funerals and daily Mass.

MONROE — The fortunes of

World War II put the Catholic Church

on the map in Union County and are

responsible for the founding ofOur Lady

of Lourdes Church.

In 1941, a priest from St. James

Church in Hamlet offered monthly Mass
to the few Catholics living in Monroe at

a local's house. The establishment of

nearby Camp Sutton as a training site

for servicemen preparing to enter com-
bat overseas resulted in an influx of sol-

diers descending upon the normally

quiet area. These soldiers were from all

over the country and many ofthem were

Catholic.

A U.S. Army chaplain offered Mass
at the camp and shortly thereafter two

priests of the Congregation of Priests of

Mercy arrived from Brooklyn, N.Y., to

establish a church in Monroe.

Mercy Father James Hudson be-

came the first pastor of Our Lady of

Lourdes Church, officially established

May 10, 1942. The first Sunday Mass
was celebrated in the Center Theatre on

Main Street May 31, 1942. More than

500 soldiers, their wives, relatives and

the few local Catholics celebrated solemn

high Mass in the Monroe High School

auditorium on Christmas, 1942.

At war's end in 1945, the exodus of

Catholic soldiers fi-om the area signifi-

cantly reduced Mass attendance, but

some of those who had married local

women decided to settle in Monroe. From
this seminal group, mostly comprised of

men from Tennessee, New York, Wiscon-

sin and Indiana, the Catholic presence in

Union County grew.

Through the efforts of the Priests of

Mercy and the generosity of benefactors

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCatholic"^MM^Company
Lake NormQn Book Store
LakeNorman.CatholicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

• unique gifts

& cards

• Statues

• Books, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
Mon. thru Sat.

10 am - 6 pm

19905 west Catawba Ave., suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28

(Johnsburv square - next to Goodwill)

OUR LADY OF LOURDES

725 Deese Street

Monroe, N.C. 28112

(704) 289-2773

Vicariate: Albemarle

Pastor: Augustlnian Father James
Cassidy

Deacons: Rev. Mr. Jesus Reyes,

Rev. Mr. Edwin Rodriguez

Number of Households: 1,200

n
Augustlnian Father

James Cassidy

from Brooklyji, Boston and across the

Northeast, a new church building was

dedicated by then-Bishop Vincent S.

Waters of Raleigh April 24, 1946.

The Priests of Mercy faithfully

served Our Lady of Lourdes Church
and its missions, St. Joseph in Monroe
and later Sacred Heart in Wadesboro,
dedicated in September 1947, for sev-

eral years. The parish rectory for Our
Lady of Lourdes Church was built in

1955, and priests from the Diocese of

Raleigh assumed the spiritual care of

the growing parish and its missions

in 1960. Father Robert Shea became

the first diocesan pastor.

When the Diocese of Charlotte was

established in 1972, then-Bishop

Michael J. Begley invited the Oblates of

Mary Immaculate to assume the pastor-

ate of Our Lady of Lourdes Church. In

1973, Oblate Father Donald Joyce be-

came pastor, followed by Oblate Father

George Waggert in 1976 and Oblate

Father Paul McCartin in 1978.

A parish hall was built during these

years to accommodate the growing con-

gregation, which had reached 154 fami-

lies by 1981. In 1984, during the pastor-

ate of Oblate Father Martin Walsh, it

became necessary to buUd an education

buUding for the growing number of ch

dren in religious education.

In 1988, the Oblates transferred:

charge of the parish to priests of the Con-
gregation of the Holy Ghost. Holy Ghost
Father ExIward Vilkauskas became pas-

tor to approximately 250 families.

Our Lady of Lourdes Church con-

tinued to grow, with a number of pa-

rishioners increasing almost weekly.

Approximately 650 people of the,

1,000-member parish celebrated their

50th jubilee anniversary with an out-

door Mass celebrated by then-Bishop

John F. Donoghue May 10, 1992. By
February 1996, as then-Bishop Will-

iam G. Curlin and the parish celebrated

the church's 50th anniversary, a fund

for the new church building had al-

ready been established.

Over the next decade, the Spanish-

speaking population ofMonroe grew ex-

ponentially, and with it the parish ofOur
Lady of Lourdes Church. By 2004, more
than 1,200 families were worshipping

each weekend at the church, including at

least 840 Hispanic families.

Along with the Women's Guild,

Men's Club and Knights of Columbus,

parishioners became actively involved in

RCIA, faith formation and a Bible study

group.

The parish provides monthly evalua-

tions for Hispanic schoolchildren to assess

their progress and needed areas of im-

provement. An active Hispanic young
adults group serves the growing Span-

ish-speaking population in Monroe.

Father Vilkauskas and parishioners

broke ground for the new church Aug. 12,

2000, with a bilingual ceremony reflective,

of the community's faithfiil optimism ana

multicultural heritage.

In 2000, Father Carlo Di Natale

Tarasi arrived as pastor, and newly

ordained Father Luis Salvador Osorio

became parochial vicar. In July 2001,

then-Father (now Bishop) Peter J. Jugis

became pastor.

AAer nearly two years at Our Lady

of Lourdes Church, Father Jugis was

elected the fourth bishop ofthe Diocese of

Charlotte. In September 2003, Augus-

tlnian Father James Cassidy assumed

the position of pastor of the church.

On April 1 8, 2004, Bishop Jugis re-

turned to celebrate the dedication of the

new Our Lady of Lourdes Church.

The new 1 1,955-square-foot church

features seating for 719 worshippers. In

the near future, statues will fill two al-

coves in the front of the church and Sta-

tions of the Cross will adorn the walls.
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A journey toward God

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Molly DIPaola studies a reading along the path of the prayer labyrinth at St. John Neumann Church

April 24. Labyrinths can be found in many medieval cathedrals, the archetype being the pattern

used at Chartres Cathedral in northern France.

Catholics explore ancientform ofprayer

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — In the

semi-darkened room, several

confirmation students lay scat-

tered along the path of the

prayer labjrrinth. Quiet, spiri-

tual music played in the back-

ground, but they couldn't hear

it.

Each student was wearing

a set of headphones— a famil-

iar sight for eighth-graders —
but instead of listening to

Eminem or No Doubt, they

were enjoying Christian music

by artists such as Michael W.
Smith.

In a new take on an ancient

style of prayer, 80 students

from St. John Neumann
Church journeyed along a

labyrinth as part of their con-

firmation retreat.

The lab3n-inth used was a

contemporary version of a ca-

thedral labyrinth, which com-
bines ancient Christian tradi-

tion with contemporary music,

meditations, art, media and ac-

tivities at 1 1 stations along the

path.

Patrick Tylicki, an eighth-

grader at Mint Hill Middle
School, said he expected a

maze.

Whereas in a maze a par-

ticipant can run into dead ends,

a labyrinth has only one twist-

ing path that weaves its way to

the center and back out again.

There is only one entrance and

exit, no dead ends, and no
crossing of paths with a choice

of which way to turn.

See LABYRINTH, page 8

U.S. bishops receive new
liturgy instruction; few

changes seen

BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON— The
head of the U.S. bishops wel-

comed a new Vatican in-

struction aimed at curbing

liturgical abuses, and a lit-

urgy expert predicted it will

require few changes in most
U.S. parishes.

The instruction,

"Redemptionis Sacramen-
tum" ("The Sacrament of Re-

demption") was issued April

23 by the Vatican Congre-

gation for Divine Worship
and the Sacraments.

The document's 60-plus

pages are devoted almost en-

tirely to explaining what

should be done and listing

abuses to avoid in the cel-

ebration of Mass and the

conduct of eucharistic devo-

tion outside Mass. Its sub-

title is "On Certain Matters

to Be Observed or to Be
Avoided Regarding the

Most Holy Eucharist."

Msgr. James P.

Moroney, executive director

of the bishops' Secretariat

for the Liturgy, said the

most significant change the

document will bring to most
U.S. parishes is the removal

of flagons or pitchers of wine

from altars at Masses where

See LITURGY, page 12

Panda-monium at

St. Mark Church
Seniors enjoyannualSpringFling

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

HUNTERSVILLE— Se-

niors of the Diocese of Char-

lotte descended upon St.

Mark Church for a day of en-

richment and entertainment

at the 18th Annual Spring

Fling April 22.

Nearly 200 seniors, from

as close as St. Mark and as far

away as St. Benedict the Moor
Church in Winston-Salem,
gathered for line dancing,

safety and health presenta-

tions, yoga, crafts and more.

As at past Spring Flings,

bingo reigned supreme as the

See SENIORS, page 7

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Frank Czelusniak, a

parishioner from St. Matthew

Church, gets some help from

his panda, which he won in an

earlier bingo game.
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Diocesan Youth Conference

Youth 'Fan into Flames' faith at

annualgathering

I PAGE

5

Stewards of the Lord

Catholics challenged to

nurture God's gifts

I PAGE

6

Culture Watch

Bosco book, BillMurray's

sistersister
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard
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Betsy Lamb, a coordinator of formation programs for the Baltimore Archdiocese, is

pictured March 21 at her home in Columbia, Md., before beginning her six-month

sentence at a federal prison in Connecticut.

Church worker going to

prison for protest says

Gospel her motivation
COLUMBIA, Md. (CNS) — Betsy

Lamb, Baltimore archdiocesan coordi-

nator of formation programs, went to

prison in April, convicted for her con-

victions.

"I would do it again, if that seems

like the thing to do," she said shortly

before traveling to Danbury Federal

Correctional Institution in Connecticut

to begin her six-month sentence for

trespassing in a protest last year at

Fort Benning, Ga.

Lamb said she was "a little appre-

hensive" about going to prison but does

not regret what she did to sentence her

to spend 180 days and nights in a low-

security, concrete prison where most of

the inmates are doing time for drug

crimes.

During last November's annual

protest aimed at closing an Army train-

ing school for Central and South

American military personnel at Fort

Benning, Lamb and 26 other protesters

crossed a police line and were arrested

as they tried to climb the Army base's

eight-foot fence topped with barbed

wire.

The Army school used to be called

the School of the Americas, but in 2001

it was closed briefly and then reopened

as the Western Hemisphere Institute

for Security Cooperation. Protesters

want it closed permanently, citing some

of its alumni who have been implicated

in torture, murder and other human
rights violations.

A 1990 congressional task force

found five of the training school's

graduates were among the nine soldiers

arrested for the murder of six Jesuit

priests, their housekeeper and her teen-

age daughter in El Salvador in Novem-
ber 1989. Every year since, large pro-

test demonstrations have been held at

the gates of Fort Benning on the anni-

versary of those murders.

The activist organization SOA
Watch has compiled lists of dozens of

former students the group says have

been implicated in some of Latin

America's most notorious human
rights crimes. The U.S. government

says only a small number of students

were involved in criminal activities and

that the program's focus has changed

over the years.

But Lamb, 65, said stories she has

heard convince her otherwise, and

that's why she crossed the line last No-

vember.

"The people I talked to in Latin

America said, Tlease, when you go

back, try to close the SOA,"' she said,

"and that really affected me."

Because her November arrest was

her fourth, she was given a prison term

rather than probation or a fine.

Pro -lifers offer largely silent witness

at March for Women's Lives

WASHINGTON (CNSy —
Vastly outnumbered by the hundreds

of thousands taking part in the April

25 March for Women's Lives in

Washington, pro-life groups con-

ducted a largely silent witness along

the march route.

"Today we're being silent," said

Georgette Forney, founder of SUent No
More Awareness. "It won't do any good

to engage them. This is not the forum."

About 90 members of the organi-

zation lined one sidewalk near the

start of the march route bearing signs

and wearing T-shirts with a pro-life

message.

Holding a sign that read, "I regret

my abortion," Forney said one March
for Women's Lives participant told

her, "Have another baby." "Like some-

how I can substitute one for another,"

Forney added.

Diocesan.
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

SWANNANOA — St. Margaret Mary
Church, 102 Andrew Place, will host a weekly

film viewing and discussion group beginning

May 4. The first film in the series, "Jesus," will

be shown following the 7 p.m. Mass. Bever-

ages and snacks will be provided.

SWANNANOA — St. Margaret Mary
Church, 102 Andrew Place, offers Adoration

ofthe Blessed Sacranunt on the first Friday of

each month following the 12 p.m. Mass with

Benediction at 5 p.m. For information call

(828) 686-8833.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory of Divine Love Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Tuesday

of each month at 1 p.m. Call (336) 372-8846

for more information.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — St. Vincent de Paul

Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd., will celebrate the

56th semi-annual Family Rosar)/ DayMay 2 at

3:30 p.m. Father Matthew Buettner, paro-

chial vicar for St. Gabriel School, will be the

featured speaker. For more information, con-

tact the church office at (704) 554-7088.

CHARLOTTE— A Mass in celebration of

the National Day ofPrayer be held May
6 at iO a.m. in the chapel of Holy Trinity

Catholic Middle School, 3 100 Park Rd., and

will be followed with a light reception. The
Mass will be hosted by the Mecklenburg

Other gibes directed at the group

included "Why don't you go play out

in the street," "I didn't regret my
abortion," "You should see a therapist

about that," and "Choose Satan. He'll

give you eternal life."

At a second location along the

march route, close to 100 pro-lifers

lined the curb at an intersection.

There, Andrea Staargaard, 19,

talked about the abortion she had at

16 at a Pennsylvania abortion clinic.

State law required parental consent,

and Staargaard wanted to avoid tell-

ing her family.

"A doctor even suggested that I

use a fake name," she said.

In the three years since the abor-

tion, "I never stop thinking about it,"

Staargaard said. One source of solace

after her abortion was joining the

Catholic Church.

Area Catholic Schools Moms In Touch
groups. For information, contact Lisa

Kallander at (704) 849-2043.

HUNTERSVILLE— Has your Lenten journey

brought you a new desire to draw closer to God,

but you're not sure how to respond? If so, join

the "Love in Action" prayer group for a Life in

the Spirit seminar. This seminar will help you

yield to the poet an action of the Holy Spirit in

your life and will be a rewarding preparation for

the celebration of Penteco.st. The group will

meet Wednesday evenings through May 2 1 at

7:30 p.m. in the chapel at St. Mark Church,

14740 Stumptown Rd. For more information,

call Paul Fitzgerald at (704) 593-0973.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host a Chris-

tian Coffeehouse May 15 at 7:30 p.m. Single and

married adults are in\'ited for an e\'ening of

contemporary Christian music, food and fellow-

ship. For more information, call Kathy Bartlett

at (704) 400-2213.

CHARLOTTE— The Happ)' Timers ofSt. Ann
Church meet the first Wednesday ofeach month

with a luncheon and program at 1 p.m. in the

parish activity center, 3635 Park Rd. All adult.s

age 55 and older are welcome. For more infor-

mation, call Charles Nesto at (704) 398-0879.

CHARLOTTE — The 50+ Club of St. John

Neumann Church, 845 1 Idlewild Rd., meets the

second Wednesday of each month at 11 a m
with a program and lunch in the parish center

The March 1 0 program will feature a fashior

show. For more information, call Lucillt

Kroboth at (704) 537-2189.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — All Irish-Catholic womei

are invited to participate in the Ladies Ancien
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope says democracy could

deteriorate, disappear if not buiit

on etiiics, values
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — De-

mocracy is in danger of deteriorating

and disappearing if its foundations are

not built on ethics and Christian values,

said Pope John Paul II.

Politicians today must "cultivate

those human and Christian values

which make up Europe's rich, ideal

heritage," he said.

This heritage "gave life to a civili-

zation which over the centuries fostered

the rise of an authentically democratic

society," the pope said April 26.

"Without ethical foundations, de-

mocracy risks deteriorating over time

and even disappearing," he said.

The pope gave his address to some
200 people gathered to mark the 100th

anniversary of the birth of Giorgio La
Pira, a Sicilian-born professor, politi-

Order ofHibernians, a social, cultural and chari-

table group for an ongoing series of fun and
informative activities. LAOH meets the first

Thursday ofeach month at 7:30 p.m. at St. Pius

X Kloster Center, 22 1 0 N. Elm St. Please join us

for refreshments and to learn more about our
group. RSVP to Elaine McHale, president, at

(336) 292-1 118.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY — The 18th Annual Spring Fling

will be held at St. Aloysius Church, 92 1 Second
St. NE, May 13, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. The day will

feature music, games, bingo, door prizes and
more. Father Ed Sheridan will celebrate the

closing Mass. Spring Fling is hosted by Catho-
lic Social Services Elder Ministry. For registra-

tion information, please call Sandra Breakfield at

(704) 370-3220,

HICKORY~ A GriefSupport Group meets the

second and fourth Wednesday ofeach month at

6:30 p.m. in the parlor of St. Aloysius Church,

92 1 Second St. NE, For more information, call

the church office at (828) 327-2341.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

CONCORD — Discover how beautiful God's
plan for marriage really is! Natural Fainily

Planning classes are being offered at St. James
Church, 25 1 Union St., Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Learn a natural method that is just as effective as

the Pill and is in accord with Catholic teaching.

Contact Susan Chaney at (704) 720-0772 for

more information or email questions to

sujo94@aol,com.

MOORESVILLE — A Support Groupfor Par-
ents JVlio Have host a Child of any age meets the

second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at St,

Therese Church, 217 Brawley School Rd. We
draw strength from others' experience of loss

and grief For more information, call Joy at

(704) 664-3992.

MOORESVILLE— Seniors ages 55 and up are

cian and former mayor of Florence

known for promoting peace and disar-

mament during the nuclear arms race.

The pope said La Pira's life re-

flected an "extraordinary" example of

"a politician and a believer, able to

unite contemplation and prayer with

social and administrative action, with

special attention paid to the poor and
suffering."

The pope urged his audience to fol-

low in the foo;tsteps of "this prophet of

peace." He said La Pira applied "the

methodology of the Gospel" in political

theory and practice, drawing inspira-

tion from "the commandment of love

and pardon."

Giorgio La Pira died in 1977. His

sainthood cause is being prepared at

the diocesan level in Florence.

invited to St. Therese Church, 2 1 7 Brawley
School Rd., the second Saturday of each

month following the 5:30 Mass for Senior

Games Night, featuring games and a potluck

dinner. Call Barbara Daigler at (704) 662-

9752 for details.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

SYLVA— St. Mary Church is in the initial

stage of forming a court of the Catholic

Daughters of America. Women from neigh-

boring parishes, ages 1 8 and older, are wel-

come to join. For more information, contact

Angle Erst at (828) 488-6560 or Pat
Pickering at (828) 497-4999.

WAYNESVILLE — The Catholic Women's
Circle of St. John's Catholic Community
meets the second Monday ofeach month at 7

p.m. in the church hall. For more information,

call the church office at (828) 456-6707,

FRANKLIN — The fVomen's Guild of St,

Francis of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St.,

meets the second Monday ofeach month at 1

p.m. in the Family Life Center. The meetings

feature guest speakers and special events pe-

riodically. For more information, call Claire

Barnable at (828) 369-1565.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

MT. AIRY— Holy Angels Church, 1 208 N.

Main St., offers Eucharistic Adoration every

Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m., and every
Thursday, 10-11 a.m. Adoration concludes

with Benediction.

Is your parish or school having an event?

Please submit notices for the Diocesan

Planner at least 1 5 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704) 370-3382.

Pope beatifies six, including

Colombian nun, Polish prince

Episcopa l

calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

May 2 — 12 p.m.

Dedication of new church

St. Joseph Vietmanese Church, Charlotte

May 3 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Holy Trinity Church, Tayiorsville

May 5 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St, John the Baptist Church, Tryon

May 6 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Jude Church, Sapphire Valley

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Faith

in God can transform people into heroes

of love and sacrifice. Pope John Paul II

said as he beatified four religious

women, a Polish prince who became a

priest and a Portuguese laywoman.

"They are eloquent examples ofhow
the Lord transforms the existence of be-

lievers when they trust in him," the pope

said during the April 25 Mass in St.

Peter's Square. They demonstrate that

'love for Christ is the secret of holiness."

The four religious beatified included

Mother Laura Montoya, the first blessed

to be born, live and die in Colombia.

Blessed Montoya, who lived

1874-1949, founded the Missionaries

Sisters of Immaculate Mary and of St.

Catherine of Siena, to work among
the indigenous peoples of Colombia.

The pope established Oct. 21 as her

feast day.

The Polish prince, Father August
Czartoryski, was born in 1858 in Paris.

He joined the Salesians in 1887 and died

in 1893, a year after being ordained to

the priesthood. His feast day is Aug. 2.

The pope said he hoped that like

Blessed Czartoryski today's young
people, "who look for the way to discern

the will of God for their lives," will dis-

cover their vocation through prayer and

with the help of "wise guides."

Beatifying Alexandrina Maria da

Costa, the Portuguese laywoman, the

pope focused on how she offered her

suffering for the salvation of sinners and

on her devotion to the Eucharist, "which

became her only food for the last IS

years of her life."

She suffered progressive paralysis

after having jumped out of a window at

age 14 "to save her purity" when three

men broke into her house. By 19, she

devoted her life to prayer and began

having mystical experiences; every Fri-

day for four years, she mystically "lived

the sufferings of the Passion," according

to a Vatican biography.

In his homily, the pope said her life

offered Christians an example of how
they could "make more noble everything

that is painful and sad in life" by offering

everything in love for God.

The pope declared Oct. 13 as her

feast day.

He also beatified:

— Mother Lupita Garcia Zavala,

also known as Mother Maria
Guadalupe, the Mexican co-founder of

the Congregation of the Servants of St.

Margaret Mary and the Poor. The feast

day of the nun, who lived 1878-1963, is

April 27.

— Italian Sister of Chai'ity Giulia

Nemesia Valle, who lived 1847-1916.

Her feast day is June 26.

— Spanish Salesian Sister Eusebia

Palomino Yenes, who lived 1899-1935.

Her feast day is Feb. 9.

Marine Mass

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

U.S. Marines from Gulf Company, 2/7, a part of the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force,

pray during an open-air Mass at a military base near the town of Fallujah, Iraq,

April 25.

THIS MONTH IN -1994
INSTALLATION OF BISHOP CURLIN

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin was installed as the third bishop of the Diocese of

Charlotte at St. Gabriel Church April 13, 1994. Approximately 1,600 dignitaries from

across the country, friends and well-wishers from the Diocese of Charlotte and Archdio-

cese of Washington attended the ceremony. The procession included about 28 arch-

bishops, bishops and abbots; 180 priests; and scores of seminarians, men and women
religious, ecumenical representatives and laity.
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Belmont Abbey celebrates

Catholic heritage with

Founders' Day
Monastery, collegepresentMercy SisterPicot with

honorarydegree

BELMONT — Mercy Sister

Rosalind Picot received an honorary de-

gree during Belmont Abbey College's

Founders' Day celebration April 21.

The program, which celebrated 128

years of Catholic heritage at Belmont

Abbey, began with solemn vespers in

the Abbey Basilica, where an honorary

doctorate of humane letters was pre-

sented to Sister Picot, regional president

ofthe Sisters ofMercy ofNorth Carolina.

A native ofWilmington, Sister Picot

entered the Sisters ofMercy in 1955. She

sen ed as director of formation before

joining the council. She became vice

president and then president of the re-

gional community of North Carolina in

the Sisters ofMercy of the Americas.

She has served also as a delegate to

the governing chapters of both the re-

gional community and the Institute of

the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas.

During her career. Sister Picot made
an impact on young minds throughout

the Charlotte region, teaching at Sacred

Heart Grade School in Belmont, St.

Michael School in Gastonia, Charlotte

Catholic High School and Our Lady of

Mercy High School in Charlotte

She also served as a leader in the

community and in education as princi-

pal at the two high schools.

After completing her doctorate. Sis-

ter Picot served in administration at Sa-

cred Heart College in Belmont and was

vice president for academic affairs at the

college when it ceased academic opera-

tion in 1987.

Sister Picot has served on various

civic, social service and educational

boards. Through the years, she has con-

ducted numerous studies and analyses

of educational programs, as well as

workshops on adult development, spiri-

tual development, secondary school ad-

ministration, leadership, organization

and the functioning of boards of direc-

tors.

Sister Picot is one of four recipients

to receive an honorary doctorate from

the Abbey this year.

Others include Bishop Peter J. Jugis;

Jim Palermo, executive in residence at

Johnson & Wales University in Char-

lotte; and Dr. Richard Boyce, professor of

preaching and pastoral leadership at

Union PSCE at Charlotte, all ofwho will

receive honorary degrees during the

college's commencement exercises on
May 8.

Sister Picot received her degree

early because a scheduling conflict pre-

vented her from receiving it during the

May commencement.

Courtesy Photo

Abbot Placid Solari, OSB, and Dean de la Motte applaud as Mercy Sister Rosalind

Picot accepts her honorary doctorate of humane letters during Belmont Abbey

College's Founder's Day celebration April 21.

Catholic Gift & Book Store

1st Communion— veils, missals, rosaries, gifts

Confirmation— special, unique gifts

Daily and Sunday missals

(336) 273-2554 233 N. Greene St. Greensboro, NC 27401

Conveying catechesis

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Pat Onaindia, administrative assistant for the diocesan Office of Faith Formation,

and Franciscan Sister of St. Joseph Ann Lyons, southern regional coordinator of

faith formation, hold tfie new Spanish translation of the "Catechist Recognition

Process." Part of a $7,500 grant from the Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph was

used to translate six English modules of the "Catechist Recognition Process," a

competency-based catechist formation process; and to purchase a complete set of

"Ecos de Fe," a video series in Spanish for catechist formation.

Church victimized by break in

CHARLOTTE — St. Thomas
Aquinas Church in Charlotte was bro-

ken into during the night on Sunday,

April 25.

Thieves forced open a door and

broke into a safe where the offertory

collection from weekend Masses was
kept. Sound equipment used by the

choir was also taken in the robbery. A

Jpolice report placed the value of the rol

bery at $18,000.

In a letter to parishioners, Capuchir

Father Ignatius Zampino, pastor, saic

the church has insurance to cover thff"

loss of the cash and equipment and thf

parish was working with police and di-

ocesan officials to ensure that security w
the church is tightened.

Itio
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DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" Ofall tiie advertisingfor my store, the biggest return for my money has been

from The Catholic News & Herald. I track the success xoith a coupon and

receive more customers loitti CN&H coupons tlian from all otiter advertising

sources combined. It's great!"

— Tony Gagliardo, President, The Catholic Company at Lake Norman
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CALL TODAY for low rates to tell over 125,000 readers

every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332 i

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship

• Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping

• Meal preparation • Medication reminders
SENIOR CARE"

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

704-344-0801 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated

^Home
instead
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Seniors fling into spring

SENIORS, from page 1

activity of choice for most of the seniors.

Each year since 1986, diocesan of-

fice of Elder Ministry has hosted the

Spring Fhng as a day where seniors

can forget the demands of life and join

others in the spirit of oneness and

friendship, said Sandra Breakfield, di-

rector of Elder Ministry.

Elder Ministry, a division of

Catholic Social Services, provides guid-

ance to parishes within the Diocese of

Charlotte in order to enhance the well-

being of older adults. Annual events

such as the Spring Fling and Fall Day
of Reflection provide an opportunity for

senior citizens to gather for entertain-

ment, camaraderie, education and spiri-

tual enrichment.

"Our goal is that the seniors enjoy

being together and participating in the

activities," Breakfield said. "The spirits

and faces of the people spoke volumes

everyone seemed to enjoy them-
selves."

Many of the attendees took advan-

tage of the opportunity to participate in

several of the recreational activities, in-

cluding music trivia and a sing-along

on the piano led by Mary Finlayson, a

parishioner at Our Lady of Assumption

Church in Charlotte; and a presenta-

tion on cooking with herbs and con-

tainer gardening by Marta Carlson of
Paradise Gardens.

Aside from an abundance of recre-

ational activities, the seniors had sev-

eral opportunities to focus on their

health and well-being. Participants

could have their blood pressure
checked by Carole Cloer, a registered

nurse from Interim Healthcare.

Cloer outlined the major concerns

of senior citizens: health conditions

such as high blood pressure, cardiac

problems, stroke, arthritis and type II

diabetes; medication costs; making
their savings last; and not becoming a

burden on their families.

Participants could also attend a

Isafety seminar presented by Ron
McKinney, chief of police in Cornelius.

I There is a major difference between

(the generations, McKinney said. Se-

niors don't think in terms of being de-

ceived. He cautioned the participants to

be more aware when interacting with

Photos bv Karen A. Evans

Above: Peter Ferrara of Holy Spirit

Church in Denver has his blood pressure

checked by Carole Cloer, RN.

Right: Seniors try some line dancing at

the Spring Fling.

home-repair technicians and when
using a credit card in public, and
reminded them to inform the police de-

partment when going on vacation.

More health information came
from Judy Fryer and Bob Sterr of Foot

Solutions, who provided facts about

choosing the proper footwear to pro-

vide stability, care of arthritic and dia-

betic feet and tips for healthy feet.

"We try to offer opportunities for

fun and fellowship, but also add a learn-

ing component to the day," Breakfield

said. "That way, there's something for

everyone."

A planning committee, consisting

of parishioners from five churches,

meets each year to plan the Spring

Fling, Breakfield said. They evaluate

previous years' programs and decide

which activities to include for the up-

coming event, always trying to provide

a variety of programs.

Breakfield said she could not coor-

dinate the Spring Fling without the

generosity of the presenters, all of

whom volunteered their time, and the

Knights of Columbus from St. Mark
Church, who set up the church and
classrooms for the event and cleaned up

afterwards.

Contact Staff' Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

ATENCION JOVENES!
Attention all YOUTH and YOUNG ADULTS!

CORPUS CHRISTI CELEBRATION
with Bishop Jugis

Saturday, June 12 9:30 am - 6:30 pm
Belmont Abbey College

Celebrate the day with music, prayer,
workshops, lunch as well as a keynote
address and Eucharistic liturgy with
Bishop Peter Jugis,

$10 includes lunch
Transportation available

legister with your parish youth minister or call (704) 370-3243
Sponsored by diocesan offices serving youth and young adults

WANT TO GO?

The next Elder Ministry Spring Fling

will take place at St. Aloysius Church

in Hickory on May 13, 9 a.m. -3:30

p.m. For more information, call

Sandra Breakfield at (704) 370-3220.

Anyone interested in being a part of

the planning committee for Spring

Fling 2005 should call Breakfield.

SAFETY TIPS FOR SENIORS

As people grow older, their chances of be-

ing victims of crime decreases dramati-

cally. But a lifetime of experience, coupled

with the physical problems associated with

aging, often make older Americans fearful.

Though they're on the lookout constantly

for physical attack and burglary, they're not

as alert to frauds and con games — the

greatest crime threat to seniors' well-be-

ing and trust.

Want to conquer fear and prevent crime?

Take these common-sense precautions.

Be Alert When Out and About

• Go with friends or family, not alone.

• Carry your purse close to your body, not

dangling by the straps. Put your wallet in an

inside coat or front pants pocket.

• Don't carry credit cards you don't need or

large amounts of cash.

• Use direct deposit for Social Security and

other regular checks.

• Whether you're a passenger or driver,

keep car doors locked. Be particularly alert

in parking lots and garages. Park near an

entrance.

• Sit close to the driver or near the exit while

riding the bus, train or subway.

• If someone or something makes you un-

easy, trust your instincts and leave.

li/lake Your Home Safe and Secure

• Install good locks on doors and windows.

Use them! Don't hide keys in mailboxes

and planters or under doormats. Instead,

leave an extra set of keys with a trusted

neighbor or friend.

•Ask for photo identification from service or

delivery people before letting them in. If you

are the least bit worried, call the company
to verify.

• Be sure your street address number is

large, clear of obstruction, and well lighted

so police and other emergency personnel

can find your home quickly.

• Consider a home alarm system that pro-

vides monitoring for burglary, fire and medi-

cal emergencies.

Watch Out for Con Artists

• Don't fall for anything that sounds too good

to be true — a free vacation; sweepstakes

prizes; cures for cancer and arthritis; a low-

risk, high-yield investment scheme.

• Never give your credit card, phone card,

Social Security or bank account number

to anyone over the phone. It's illegal for

telemarketers to ask for these numbers to

verify a prize or gift.

• Don't let anyone rush you into signing

anything — an insurance policy, a sales

agreement, a contract. Read it carefully and

have someone you trust check it over.

• Beware of individuals claiming to repre-

sent companies, consumer organizations

or government agencies that offer to re-

cover lost money from fraudulent

telemarketers for a fee.

• If you're suspicious, check it out with the

police, the Better Business Bureau or local

consumer protection office. Call the Na-

tional Consumers League Fraud Informa-

tion Center at (800) 876-7060.

Get Involved in the Community

• Report any crime or suspicious activities

to law enforcement.

• Form a neighborhood watch to look out

for each other and help the police.

• Work to change conditions that hurt your

neighborhood. Volunteer as a citizen pa-

troller, tutor for children, office aide in the

police or fire departments, mentor for teens,

escort for individuals with disabilities.

Source: Philadelphia, Penn., Police

Department



6 The Catholic News & Herald

AROUND THE DIOCESE
April 30, 2004

STEWARDS OF THE LORD

Catholics challenged to nurture

God's gifts at conference

Designing excellence

DULUTH, Ga. — More than 340

parish representatives from through-

out the Southeast, including the Dio-

cese of Charlotte, recently attended

the Regional Stewardship Conference

to gain insight on vN ays to make stew-

ardship a way of life.

The conference, held at the At-

lanta Marriot Gwinnett Place March
27, was sponsored by the dioceses of

Charlotte, Raleigh, Charleston, S.C.,

and Savannah, Ga.

Five people attended from Our
Lady of Lourdes Church in Monroe,

including Mary and John Pollick.

Mary Pollick, chairwoman of her

parish's stewardship commission,

said the conference allowed her group

to exchange suggestions and contact

information with others.

"We pulled ideas from other

places that had successful ministries,"

she said.

Keynote speaker Bishop Robert

Morneau, auxiliary bishop of Green

Bay, Wis., talked about "Stewardship:

An Expression of Our Christian Life."

The author of several books and

essays, Bishop Morneau discussed

the questions that he said kept him
awake at night — "What have you

done with the garden entrusted to

you?" and "What return can I make
to the Lord for all he's done for me?"

Stewardship, said the bishop,

consists of "four unsplit infinitives,

including gratefully receiving God's

gifts."

"We are so blessed to have so

many gifts," said Bishop Morneau.
"And if I am to be a eucharistic per-

son, then I have to give thanks to

God for all he has given me."

Stewards must also responsibly

nurture and tend God's gifts, said the

bishop.

"You should not stay out of your

gifted area too long," he said. "My
biggest fear is getting to the gates of

heaven and being told I was an eight-

cylinder car but I only used two cyl-

inders."

The bishop said stewards must
also justly and charitably share

God's gifts and return them abun-

dantly.

In the Diocese ofGreen Bay, there

CouRTKY Photo

Auxiliary Bishop Robert Morneau of

Green Bay speal«;s about stewardship as

an expression of Christian life at the

Regional Stewardship Conference in

Duluth, Ga., March 27.

are 380,000 Catholics in 186 par-

ishes, he said, but one-third of those

Catholics give "nothing — no time,

no talent, no treasure."

"The concept of stewardship has

the power to change the answer to the

question: 'Who am I and what am I

doing here?'" said Bishop Morneau.

The bishop spoke of a friend, a

44-year-old man who is quite

wealthy. One day the man told the

bishop that he was simply a "trustee"

of his wealth, and that it all belonged

to God.
"Stewardship is inclusive," said

Bishop Morneau. "It's a way of life.

It's not just finances, though that's a

big part of it. It's impossible to have

joy without generosity."

"All of us are stewards of our

church and faith," said Pollick. "We
need to take ownership of our par-

ishes. When we do, we need to be

good stewards of what we've been

given and use our time, talent and

treasure."

"We are radiators of God's love

and light. We are revealers of God's

beauty," said Bishop Morneau. "May
we do that well."

SAFETY MEDICAL
ALERT SYSTEMS

Are You or a Loved One Living Alone?
ResponseLink is your answer for enhanced independence and safety!

Respo
Enhancing Your Safety— Emuring Your Indepcntfer

* 24-hour emergency &
non-emergency

state-of-the-art system

* medication/health reminders

* lightweight, waterproof wrist

or necl< pendant

Local offices open 24 liours a day to assist your immediate needs.

Local owners are parishioners of St. Mark Catholic Church, Huntersville, NC

(704) 875-8473 1-877-333-8866 TOLL FREE
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The eighth-grade yearbook staff at St. Leo the Great School in Winston-Salem

received the Excellence Award for Elementary School Yearbooks by Walsworth

Publishing Company, a yearbook company, in Marceline, Mo, for the yearbook's

theme "Where's Leo?" and artistic completion of the theme. Above: Jo Ann Mount

of Walsworth Publishing presents the award to eighth-grader Ryan Krysiak, yearbook

cover designer, and Terri Coppola, yearbook coordinator, during a special assembly

April 8.

Are you Buying

or Selling o
Honne?

Do you wont a
Discount fronn

your Realtor?

(704) 321-2859

Deer Park Realty

www.deerpa rkrea Ity. net

Volt Full Service Real Estate Firm for the Carolinai

Marys Garden
Catholic Books and Gifts

Books and special gifts

for ALL occasions!!

704-823-7244
866-823-7244

Tues - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm
3816 South New Hope Rd - Gastonia

(New Hope Small Business Center - Unit #27)

5 miles south of i-85- Exit 20

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home! \

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to pro^nde homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiring Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care;. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
704 549 4010

l/isitin^Angels}^
E-mail us at Jill. Stewart@ VisitingAngels. com
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Youth 'Fan into Flames'
Hundreds ofyouth learnpower, love, selfcontrol

BY KATHY SCHMUGGE
CORRESPONDENT

LAKE WYLIE, S.C. — The flames

of faith were stoked among Catholic

youth.

With beautiful weather and Lake

Wylie as the backdrop, Camp
Thunderbird was the perfect stage for

hundreds of high school students to

"Fan into Flames" their fervor for God
at the 27th Annual Diocesan Youth
Conference AprQ 23-25.

"We are very impressed to see that

these 300 youth and their leaders are

such faithful and on fire Catholics," said

Peg Ruble, associate director of diocesan

youth ministry and an adult mentor of

the Diocesan Youth Advisory Council,

who helped organize the event.

The DYC is the largest annual dioc-

esan gathering, bringing together high

school youth from around the Diocese of

Charlotte for a theme-centered weekend

of keynote speakers, entertainment,

daily Mass and reconciliation, and
workshops led by youth and young
adults.

This year's "Fan into Flames"
theme was chosen by the Diocesan

Youth Advisory Council, which consists

of youth from all 10 vicariates of the

diocese. The theme evolved after the

youth read II Timothy (1:6-7): "For this

reason, I remind you to stir into flames

the gift of God that you have through
the imposition of my hands. For God
did not give us a spirit of cowardice but

rather of power and love and self-con-

trol."

The weekend's workshops showed
youth how to fan that flame through

power, love and self-control.

"Timothy for Today," facilitated by

Brendan Budlong, youth minister from

the Diocese of Raleigh, covered the sub-

headings of the event's theme. He com-
pared spiritual strength to physical

strength, and told the youth they had to

exercise their spiritual muscles by

studying Scripture, learning their faith

and attending other, similar conferences.

When he asked his audience to list

ways the Catholic faith is unique, they

responded with answers such as the Eu-

charist, Marian devotion, the papacy

and priesthood and church tradition.

Budlong also explained the impor-

tance of prayer and how the Catholic

Church has many different ways to con-

verse with God, describing the Augus-

tinian, Franciscan, Ignatius and
Thomist prayer styles.

The "Wow! Now It Makes Sense"

workshop was facilitated by Carl

Brown, a licensed counselor, parishioner

of Good Shepherd Church in King and

adult mentor of the Diocesan Youth Ad-
visory Council.

Brown empowered youth with in-

formation they could use to explain their

faith in a simple and clear way.

"Now I will know what to tell people

when they ask me questions about my
faith," said Megan Peeters from St. John

Neumann Church in Charlotte.

In "The Seven Deadly Sins" work-

shop. Rev. Mr. Mike Langsdoft of Holy

Family Church in Clemmons explained

and clarified the various sins, including

lust.

"Lust is a desire for something for

your own pleasure, disregarding the

feelings of another," said Rev. Mr.
Langsdorf "God calls us into a relation-

ship with him that is unbelievable. Put

your vices aside, recognize them and

seek forgiveness; then you will be free to

live as God wants you to live."

Langsdorf s daughter, Beth, who
started participating in diocesan youth

conferences as a teenager, now works as

an adult member on the Diocesan Youth
Advisory Council. She was impressed at

the program the youth put together and

said that it was much more spiritual

than what she remembered from her

earlier experiences.

"The conference answered a lot more

advertisement HOLLAND AMERICA LINE SPECIAL advertisement

Indiana Priest to Host Catholic Group on This

Panama Canal
17-Day Repositioning Cruise

Join your Spiritual Director, Father Charles Kline (Pastor of St. Francis Xavier, in Attica, Indiana) on this

18<lay vacation departing October 13, 2004. Your group will fly to Los Angeles for one night. On
October 14, Your Man Tours will take you on a city tour of L,A., Hollywood and Beverly Hills plus a

scenic drive to San Diego where you'll board your deluxe five-star ship, the luxurious ms Veendam.

Mass will be celebrated daily on board ship for those in the group wishing to participate. You'll

first sail along the sun drenched Mexican Riviera. Ports include Cabo San Lucas, Acapuico, Santa Cmz
plus a stop in Puntarenas, Costa Rica. Next is the highlight, the day-time Panama Canal crossing wrtiere

you'll be raised and lowered by giant locks. You'll slowly float through the lush jungle and cross the

aigged continental divide via 45 miles of canals and the largest manmade lake in the world, Gatun Lake.

Additional ports include Cartagena, Colombia; Grand Cayman Island; and Cozumel, Mexico. On
October 30>^ you'll arrive in Tampa. Prices start at only S3038 for inside cabins, $3363 for outside

cabins, and $4138 for outside balcony suites. Prices are per person, based on double occupancy and

include taxes, port charges and round trip airfare from Chariotte. Cabins at these prices will sell out fast.

$50 deposits are now due. Family and friends welcome.

For information, reservations, brochure, and Father's letter call 7 days a week:

T0(;/?M4A/' TOURS Providing carefree vacations since 1967! 1-800-968-7626

Photo by Kathy Schmugge

Youth from St. John Neumann enjoy a break with oversized pixie sticlts after a

worl^shop at the Diocesan Youth Conference April 23-25.

questions that the teens have about their

religion," said Beth Langsdorf "It also

made learning the faith a fun and posi-.

tive experience."

Friday evening Mass was
concelebrated by Father Dean Cesa,

pastor of St. John the Baptist Church in

Tryon, and Father Frank Seabo, admin-

istrator of St. Margaret Mary Church in

Swannanoa.

Saturday morning Mass was
concelebrated by Augustinian Father

James Cassidy, pastor of Our Lady of

Lourdes Church in Monroe, and Capu-

chin Father Stan Kobel, parochial vicar

of St. Thomas Aquinas Church in Char-

lotte.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis; Father John

Putnam, judicial vicar and pastor of Sa-

cred Heart Church in Salisbury; and

Father Kobel concelebrated Mass for the

youth on Sunday.

In addition to daily Mass and work-

shops, the weekend included a high

ropes course challenge, a concert by the

contemporary Christian band Silar's

Bald and adoration of the Blessed Sacra-

ment.

INTERESTED IN HELPING?

The Diocesan Youth Advisory Coun-

cil is accepting applications. For

more information, please contact Peg

Ruble, associate director of diocesan

youth ministry, at (704) 370-3359 or

pcruble@ charlottediocese.org

DYC imparts youth ministry awards

Awards were distributed to recog-

nize outstanding efforts on behalf of

youth ministry at the 27th Annual Dioc-

esan Youth Conference April 23-25.

Youth ministers were recognized

for five and 10 years of service with

certifications and pins. Other awards in-

clude:

The Bishop William G. Curlin

Award for Outstanding Pastoral Minis-

try went to the youth group of Sacred

Heart Church in Salisbury for their re-

sponse to an accident involving two 15-

passenger vans in Rowan County in fall

2003.

The Bishop Michael J. Begley
Award for Outstanding Service to

Church, Community and Family went

to Zachary Carter of St. Barnabas

Church in Arden.

Carter was selected for his participa-

tion in numerous parish and community
groups and activities, fundraisers con-

ferences and retreats, including his work
as a youth representative on the parish

pastoral council.

The Eagle and Cross Award for Ser-

vice and Justice, a national recognition

by the Federation for Catholic Youth

Ministers, was presented to Michelle

Lail of St. Mary Church in Shelby.

' Lail assists in teaching more than

20 third- and fourth-grade students in

St. Mary Church's faith formation pro-

gram and has organized her school's

Operation Christmas Angel program
for less-fortunate children.

The For God and For Youth
Award, a national recognition for adult

leaders committed to executing holistic

and healthy youth ministry, went to

Father John Putnam, judicial vicar and

pastor of Sacred Heart Church in

Salisbury.

"Over the past 10 years, Father

Putnam has always done what he could

to promote youth ministry," said Paul

Kotlowski, director of diocesan youth

ministry. "He has an ecclesial mind, a

sense for the broader church."
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CathoKcs explore ancient form of prayer

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Confirmation students move along the path of the labyrinth. Contemporary labyrinths

combine ancient Christian tradition with modern music, meditations, art, media

and activities at intervals along the path.

LABYRINTH, from page 1

A traditional labyrinth is a circle 30-

42 feet in diameter that is divided into

quarters. These sections are interconnected

so that when a traveler seems to be close to

the center, an abrupt turn takes him or her

on a longer meditative journey.

There has been a recent re-emer-

gence of the labyrinth as a prayer tool

within the Christian community.

According to Jacqueline Messick of

St. Paul the Apostle Church in Greens-

boro, who coordinated a lab3Tinth walk

for the parish in April 2003, the laby-

rinth is divided into three stages.

The walk to the center is the first

stage and meant to be spent as a time of

cleansing. The traveler tries to elimi-

nate things that separate him or her

fi-om the divine; things like anger, self-

pity and prejudice must be discarded

along the way.

"This is accomplished through
prayerful centering, which clears and

prepares one to meet God," said Messick.

The second stage is at the center,

where the traveler — having been

cleansed of worldly encumbrances •

—

opens his or her heart and mind to the

Holy Spirit. It may be as simple as feel-

ings of peace and calmness or as eye-

opening as a sudden insight, said

Messick. One must allow the Holy Spirit

to speak to the soul.

The journey out is the third stage of

the labyrinth. The traveler moves out

into the world renewed in faith to do the

work of Jesus and his church.

The contemporary version used by
St. John Neumann Church was designed

to explore several themes: journey, let-

ting go, centering and incarnation.

Each station of the lab3Tinth ex-

plored an aspect of one of these themes,

accompanied by a song, reading and
activity.

For example, the third station, "Let-

ting Go" encouraged participants to let

go of their concerns by imagining that

their worries were held in a stone, which

they then dropped into a basin of water,

imagining them falling into God's lap.

The exercise was designed to help

students learn to turn to God in times of

difficulty and realize they are a part of

God's creation.

Other stations explored listening to

God, seeing one's "true image" and reflect-

ing on one's relationships with others.

"It is a different type of praying

experience that gently reminds us

that we are all pilgrims on a journey

to the sacred center where God is,"

said Messick.

"(Walking the labyrinth) taught me
more about forgiving people and
brought me closer to God," confirmation

candidate Tylicki said.

Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay contributed to

this story.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.
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LABYRINTHS: AN ANCIENT TRADITION
Labyrinths and mazes

Mazes and a range of lab3Tinth de-

signs are found all around the world in

many cultures and civilizations. They
are found carved in rock, ceramics, clay

tablets, mosaics, manuscripts, stone pat-

terns, turf hedges and cathedral pave-

ments. The earliest known designs are

about 3000 years old.

The significance ofthem for the vari-

ous cultures of which they were a part

and the story of how they developed

from one place to another (or simulta-

neously appeared in several) is often

mysterious and hard to fathom. The
most ancient and widespread design

looks complicated but can be drawn
quite easily if you know the method.

The labyrinth has since ancient

times been associated with the legend of

the Minotaur, the monster half-man,

half-bull that dwelt in the heart of a

labyrinth on the island of Crete. Theseus

was able to get to the center of the laby-

rinth, slay the Minotaur and find his

way out again by following the thread

he had trailed behind him on the way in.

But the story has caused confijsion

ever since, because clearly the

Minotaur's lair was a maze in which you

could get lost, whereas a labyrinth, how-

ever confusing it looks, has only one

twisting path that weaves its way to the

center and back out again. There is only

one entrance and exit, no dead ends, and

no crossing of paths with a choice of
which way to turn.

CNS PHOTO BY Robert Bunch, Texas Catholic

Parish prayer labyrinth
Parishioners at Prince of Peace Church in Piano, Texas, walk along a labyrinth as

a contemplative form of prayer. The 36-square-foot canvas is modeled after a

labyrinth on the floor of Chartres Cathedral in France.

Cathedral Labyrinths

The Romans adapted the ancient

labyrinth symbol as a decorative floor

pattern, and the Christian artists and

thinkers of early medieval times devel-

oped the Roman pattern into a new and

beautifiil form, which was used as a fea-
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ture in many medieval cathedrals. It was
marked out on the floor in colored stone

or tUes and usually between 10 and 40

feet in diameter.

A range of designs were explored,

but the pattern used at Chartres Cathe-

dral in northern France is the archetype

and perfection of all medieval labyrinths.

Fortunately it has been weU-preserved,

and in recent times pilgrims have taken

to traveling to Chartres specificaUy to

walk it.

While we cannot be exactly sure

what the lab3Tinths were used for, they

were clearly a symbol of the Christian

way, representing the path of the soul

through life. Medieval pilgrims re-en-

acted this, foUowing the path of the laby-

rinth in the cathedral on their knees as a

means of prayer, or to symbolize the

journey to Jerusalem, or as a ritual to

mark the end of a pilgrimage.

People walked it on the eve of their

baptism or confirmation, as an aid to

contemplative prayer in Holy Week, and

as an illustration both of the life of the

Christian and of the life of Christ. But

after medieval times the spiritual uses of

labyrinths were forgotten, and they feU

into disuse. Many were destroyed be-

tween the 17th and 19th centuries.

Contemporary Labyrinths

In recent years, labyrinths have

been rediscovered as a Christian spiri-

tual tool, most notably through the work
of Dr. Lauren Artress at Grace Cathe-

dral in San Francisco, which has had

worldwide influence. The lab3Tinths of

the current revival have mostly been

based on the Chartres pattern, although

often adapted to suit circumstances.

Many of the new wave of "alternative

worship" groups in the United King-

dom, Australia and New Zealand have

incorporated labyrinths into the forms of

worship that they are pioneering.

The result is a contemporary ver-

sion of a cathedral labyrinth, which com-

bines ancient Christian tradition with

contemporary music, meditations, art,

media and activities at intervals along

the path. Several features are unique to

the design:

- It is a new labyrinth pattern rather

than one of the old patterns, with

straight lines instead of curves, which

make it much easier to mark out.

- It incorporates "stations" and ac-

tivities en route.

- To walk it, the participant listens

to a series of music tracks with spoken

meditations on a personal CD player.

- It blends the ancient practice of

labyrinth walking with contemporary

popular culture — music, televisions,

computers and things from everyday

life. This use of what might be termed

"icons of the present" suggests that the

holy can be represented in the language

of the here-and-now, of which popular

culture is a significant part. God meets

us in the stuff" ofeveryday life, in the real

world.

The result is not, in any normal

sense, a church service, but an interac-

tive environment resembling a contem-

porary art installation, self-evidently

constructed and playful, with visitors

coming and going as they please during

opening hours. However, this instaUa-

tion offers more than an aesthetic experi-

ence — it wiU take you on a spiritual

journey.

- by Kevin & Ana Draper, Steve

Collins and Jonny Baker,

web.ukonline.co.uk/paradigm
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A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

By Catholics for Catholics
Writers Bosco and Weigelgive testimonyon theirfaith

REVIEWED BY MITCH FINLEY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

In the midst of the controversy

and record-breaking attendance for the

film "The Passion of'the Christ," which *

focuses on Jesus' suffering and death,

it's exciting to read a book that focuses

on a relationship with the risen Christ.

In "One Day He Beckoned: One
Woman's Story of the Difference Jesus

Made," author Antoinette Bosco — an

award-winning Catholic writer, a vet-

eran Catholic News Service columnist

and my fi-iend — tells the story of how
the risen Lord has been the central in-

fluence in her life.

Bosco begins by telling how Jesus

brought himself to her attention when
she was 13 years old and hasn't left her

heart since. Along the way she tells true

stories from her own life, stories that

eschew the sweetly inspirational pious

messages of some religion writers.

Instead, Bosco tells us real stories

about how Jesus entered her life

through a failed marriage, through the

suicide of one son and murder of an-

other, through time spent praying in

her home cathedral or reading the lives

of the saints, through the influence of

her father and of The Christophers

founder Maryknoll Father James
Keller, and last, but far from least,

through her work over the years as a

journalist.

Bosco writes about her past— her

history with Jesus, if you will — but

her book also focuses on contemporary

issues. For example, she declares

rightly that Jesus "respected women,
and bypassing male attitudes of the

day, regarded them as intelligent

people who were as privy to his teach-

ings as were men. ... He beckons us with

a hard offer. You follow me and I'll give

you a heart transplant so you can be

me."

"One Day He Beckoned" is more
than the author's personal story. It's an

account of a life lived as a faithful, think-

ing Catholic, a story of one woman's life

with Jesus that will reinvigorate your

own faith a hundred-fold.

George Weigel is the best-selling

biographer of Pope John Paul II, a theo-

logian and a prolific writer who rarely,

if ever, disappoints. In "Letters to a

Young Catholic" Weigel aims to ex-

plain for "young Catholics — and not-

so-young Catholics, and indeed curious

souls of any religious persuasion or

none— what it means to be a Catholic

today."

Weigel chose as his method "to take

an epistolary tour of the Catholic world,

or at least those parts of the Catholic

world that have shaped (his) own un-

derstanding of the church, its people, its

teaching and its way of life."

Join Weigel, then, as he travels

from Baltimore, Md., to MilledgevUle,

Ga., St. Peter's in Rome, Jerusalem, the

Olde Cheshire Cheese pub in London
and other noteworthy locations on the

Catholic map. Taking each place as his

inspiration, he explains Catholicism not

as an abstraction but as a real way of

life for real people who live in the real

world.

Along the way, Weigel makes ev-

erything from history to. Christian doc-

trines and traditional Catholic devo-

tional practices come alive. If Weigel's

take on being Catholic is sometimes a

tad too far right of center for some
readers, his breadth and depth of

knowledge demand to be taken seri-

ously.

Weigel does a first-rate job of in-

jecting new life into what it means to be

Catholic, and both younger and older

readers will appreciate his clarity of

insight.

Noteworthy is the way he packs

abundant insight into relatively few

words on the role of the mother ofJesus

in Catholicism: "Mary is the first dis-

ciple of the son she bore and nursed and

raised; because all Christians are

grafted onto Christ in baptism, Mary is

the Mother of the Church, the mystical

body of Christ extended into history.

Through Mary's 'fiat' we glimpse one

of the primary lessons of discipleship, a

lesson it takes a lifetime to learn. And
the lesson is that we are not in charge of

our lives — God is in charge of our

lives."

"Letters to a Young Catholic" is

guaranteed to keep you turning the

pages. Though you may not agree with

all that Weigel says, you'll find yourself

struck again and again with the wis-

dom of his insights.
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WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MAY 9, 2004 r

SundayScripture

Readings: May 9, 2004

May 9, Fifth Sunday ofEaster
Cycle C. Readings:

1) Acts 14:21-27

Psalm 145:8-13

2) Revelation 21:l-5a

3) Gospel: John 13:31-33a, 34-35

BY JEFF HENSLEY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Seldom do any particular

Sunday's readings line up so beauti-

fully to give an overview of the life of

the church as they do this particular

day. The psalm reminds us of God's

mercy and compassion, admonishing

us to make his dominion known to all

the generations.

In the Gospel, Jesus admonishes

us to love one another with the same
love with which he has loved us so

that those who see our love for each

other will know we are his disciples.

In Acts, Paul (after being revived by
the prayer of his disciples after a ston-

ing) goes about encouraging the

church and establishing church com-
munities, raising up presbyters. And
in Revelation we have the establish-

ment of a new heaven and a new
earth, and the presentation of a new
Jerusalem in which God shall dwell

among his people, wiping away every

tear. It's a pretty complete picture.

It helps us answer the question,

How did we accumulate so much hi-

erarchical structure and order? How
did we come so far from simply lov-

ing each other? Furthermore, where

is all of this leading?

Each part is necessary. We must
hear God's promise of mercy and

compassion to all generations. We
must hold fast to the central message
of living out our love in the flesh as

Jesus did. We need structure and or-

der to be able to carry the message
forward to the generations, and we
must know that, in the end, God him-

self will finish the story, bringing

about the perfection of all things in

love.

For 200 years, after the Westerrte

ers were driven out of Japan, thei||

was no visible church there. A c

plex system of catechists and prayer

leaders was established by the rem^

nants of the Japanese Catholic
Church to keep the faith alive in the

absence of priests. One leader would

be in formation for five years while

another was leading the community
in covert prayers and instruction

Then the leader in formation would

take over while forming another

prayer leader under his instruction.

When Japan was reopened to

Western contact in the mid- 1800s af-

ter two centuries of intense persecu-

tion, the faith that tells us to love with

the love of Jesus had survived. Faith

fulness of God; love of one another

with Jesus' love; structure to carry it

forward. God brings the ultimate

things to pass. It is a pattern we can

trust.

Question:

How can keeping in mind tha|

love of other believers is one of the

last things Jesus told his disciples to

do help to clear away distractions

from living out your faith?

1
Scripture to Illustrate:

*

"I give you a new commandment
Love one another" (John 13:34a).
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WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 2 - MAY 8

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Easter), Acts 13:14, 43-52, Revelation 7:9, 14-17, John 10:27-30;

Monday (Sts. Philip and James), 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, John 14:6-14; Tuesday, Acts 11:19-26,

John 10:22-30; Wednesday, Acts 12:24—13:5, John 12:44-50; Thursday, Acts 13:13-25, John

13:16-20; Friday, Acts 13:26-33, John 14:1-6; Saturday, Acts 13:44-52, John 14:7-14

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 9 MAY 1

5

Sunday (Fifth Sunday of Easter), Acts 14:21-27, Revelation 21:1-5, John 13:31-33, 34-35;

Monday (Bl. Damien Joseph of Moloka'i), Acts 14:5-18, John 14:21-26; Tuesday, Acts 14:19-28

John 14:24-31
;
Wednesday (Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, St. Pancras), Acts 15:1-6, John 15:1-8;

Thursday, Acts 15:7-21, John 15:9-11; Friday (St. Matthias), Acts 1:15-17, 20-26, John 15:9-17;

Saturday (St. Isidore), Acts 16:1-10, John 15:18-21

Come join us for fun, food and treasures!

ART AUCTION—PLUS estate jewelry and sports memorabilia!

Sponsored by Knights of Columbus #1 0852 May 1 5, 7 - 10 pm

Framed artwork by Wyeth, Moses, Rockwell and

others provided by Ross Galleries of Holbrook, NY

$10 - includes hers d'oeuvres
and a drink

St. Matthew Church — New Life Center

801 5 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., Charlotte

Info: Greg (704-844-6663)

Gene (704-542-6417)
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Movie Capsules

"Man on Fire" (20th Century Fox)

Dark and depraved revenge tale

about an ex-soldier of fortune turned pro-

fessional bodyguard (Denzel Washing-

ton), who unleashes his lethal fliry on a

ring of Mexican kidnappers after they

abduct the little girl (Dakota Fanning) he

has been hired to protect. As directed by

Tony Scott, the film poses interesting

questions concerning sin and forgiveness,

but its superficial theological pretensions

quickly give way to a grisly procession of

torture and death, which, though unbear-

able to watch at times, ends on a redemp-

tive note. Excessive graphic violence, a

rationalization of vengeance, much rough

and crude language, and a suicide. The
USCCB Office for FUm & Broadcasting

classification is O — morally offensive.

The Motion Picture Association of

America rating is R— restricted.

"Johnson Family Vacation" (Fox

Searchlight)

Tiresome comedy in which a family

patriarch (Cedric the Entertainer) pUes

his wife (Vanessa WUliams) and kids and

travels cross-country fi-om California to

Missouri for a family reunion, on the way
sidelined by several obstacles. Director

Christopher Erskin's film runs out of gas

before it backs out of the driveway with

contrived scenarios, jokes about as funny

as a flat tire and an underused cast lost on

the uneven script's road. A few sexual

references, some scatological humor and

fleeting drug content. The USCCB Office

for Film & Broadcasting classification is

A-II — adults and adolescents. The Mo-
tion Picture Association ofAmerica rating

is PG-13 — parents are strongly cau-

tioned. Some material may be inappro-

priate for children under 13.

Spring Fever?

We've got just what
the doctor ordered...

1 551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

Come take a breath of fresh air on

our front porch. With fifty comfortable

hotel style lodging rooms, six meeting

and break-out areas, delicious meals

and snacks, miles of beauty on woodland

pathways and reflective areas, you'll be

feeling like spring through and through.

Call to plan your special event and

renew your spirit!
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Many Annuity Owners
Lose Money.
Will YOU?

Some annuity owners lose money because they didn't know
what questions to ask when they bought, and their salesperson

did not volunteer any information.

If you own an annuity or are considering taking advantage of

their many benefits, my FREE report, "Using Guaranteed

Annuities to Help You Survive Your Retirement, " will tell you

what questions to ask.

The report is FREE and shows you how to get more benefits

from your existing assets and help preserve your annuity value.

Call 800-800-4960, ext. 7405 (24 hours)

for your FREE report!

Dr. Richard Pucciarelli

Certified Senior Advisor

Member ofAsset Protectors and Advisors Group

N Sisters

Dominican Sister Nancy Murray performs a one-woman show about St. Catherine of

Siena at the Adrian Dominican Sisters campus in Adrian, Mich. The nun, sister of

the Oscar-nominated Bill Murray, plans to take the play to the Philippines, East

Timor, South Vietnam, Peru and Italy.

Dominican who is sister of

comedian Bill Murray is

performer, too
BY KATE OATIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

TOLEDO, Ohio — There's one

more actor in the famed Murray clan

that begat Oscar-nominated Bill

Murray and Brian Doyle-Murray: their

sister, Dominican Sister Nancy Murray,

who does a one-woman show on St.

Catherine of Siena.

St. Catherine was a woman of her

time but also a woman who transcended

her time, according to Sister Nancy.

"In reading her letters, I found this

feisty, spirited woman who was both

affectionate and straightforward," she

told the Catlwlic Chronick, Toledo's dioc-

esan newspaper.

"She would start a letter to a prosti-

tute, for example, very formally, like, 'I

implore you in the name of Jesus Christ

and his holy mother to act your age, take

to heart what it means to be an example

to young people.' Then she'd write 'You

must not forget that you have a good
heart,' ending with a loving, warm affir-

mation," Sister Nancy said.

It's obvious she has an appreciation

of her subject and for her subject's hard-

ships and her humanity.

Sister Nancy said more than 400 of

the saint's letters exist.

"Some are to her mother who's com-
plaining that none of her children —
Catherine was the 24th of 25 — visit

her. And some letters are to her brother,

admonishing him for not visiting their

mother. There were difficult issues in her

life, too," she said.

Sister Nancy to date has done more
than 200 performances of the one-

woman show on the saint. Her schedule

this spring included stops in Ohio, Wis-
consin, New York, New Jersey and

Georgia.

This summer she will take the play

to the Philippines, East Timor, South

Vietnam, Peru and Italy.

"Some Italian sisters have invited

me to perform, saying, "We want to give

this saint back to the youth of this coun-

try. They don't have a clue about her,'"

Sister Nancy said.

"There is a personality here no one

had told us about," she said of St.

Catherine. As they watch the play,

"people have found in her this fire and

spark, and it has resonated across the

world," she added.

It's no surprise the energetic Sister

Nancy could play the feisty saint to such

acclaim. Indeed, being the oldest daugh-

ter in a large family sharpened her sense

of the absurd, she said.

In her years as a religious Sister

Nancy has had many jobs, including

high school drama teacher, director of

vocations and campus minister.

She entered the Dominicans in

Adrian, Mich., in 1966 at age 18 and

received her bachelor's degree in theater

from Barry University in Miami. Her
master's degree in pastoral studies is

from Lxjyola University of Chicago, her

hometown.

Combining love of theater and love

ofpeople with her spirituality is reward-

ing. Sister Nancy said.

"I always knew I had to do some-
thing that involved people, some-
thing with a lot of variety. I was 12

years old when I told my father I

wanted to meet everyone in the

world," she said. "He told me, 'Nance,

you won't like them all.' And I told

him that wouldn't matter."

Traveling the world to introduce St.

Catherine to others has been a journey,

she said. "People can have a stereotype of

a sister's life. This helps give them a

realistic picture."

Sister Nancy added, "We must not

be afraid of the influences in the world.

We have to believe that God continues

to call individuals to himself and that he

can work with it. He has redeemed the

world, and that redemption is ongoing."
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Bishops receive new liturgy

instructions

LITURGY, from page 1

Communion is given under both
kinds, that is under forms of both

bread and wine.

The instruction says the wine is

to be poured into different chalices

before it is consecrated, to avoid spill-

ing consecrated wine during the

transfer from one vessel to another.

Msgr. Moroney said the wine
could still be brought up to the altar

in a larger container at the presenta-

tion of the gifts, but then it should be

distributed into the chalices during

the preparation of the gifts, not just

before Communion when it has al-

ready been consecrated.

Father Ronald Krisman, a former

executive director of the Secretariat

for Liturgy, raised the objection that

the U.S. practice of distributing the

consecrated wine into separate chal-

ices at the time of the breaking of the

bread has been adopted as particular

law in the United States, in a provi-

sion approved by the Holy See March
22, 2002. It is a principle of church

law that where there is a conflict be-

tween approved law and an instruc-

tion, the approved law prevails, he

said.

But Msgr. Moroney said the

Vatican congregation decided that

change was needed after hearing con-

cerns from around the world about

occasional accidents that resulted in

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVERS: CAREGiving is a Joy! Join

us in making a difference in the lives of the

elderly. Non-medical companionship and
home care. Flexible, part-time, day, evening

and weekend hours available. Car needed.

Home Instead Senior Care. Call

704.344.9739.

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION:
Dynamic and welcoming faith community
seeking experienced Director of Faith For-

mation \\ ith master's degree in religious edu-

cation. Send resume and a statement of your
vision of Faith Formation to: St. Paul the

Apostle Catholic Church, Faith Formation

Search Committee, 2715 Hor.se Pen Creek"

Road, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (3.S6) '294-

6 1*9; e-mail

jmalmfeltrttjstpaulcc.org.

SOCIAL WORKER: Room At The Inn, a

Catholic maternity home located in Charlotte

is seeking a full time Lead House Manager.

Position requires strong managerial, organi-

spilling the sacred species while
transferring it to the chalices at Com-
munion time.

Another instruction says any col-

lection money or symbolic gifts for

the poor brought up at the presenta-

tion of gifts "should be placed in an

appropriate place which should be

away from the eucharistic table."

Msgr. Moroney said parishes

with deacons would have to look at

an instruction that suggests deacons

wear the dalmatic, an outer vestment

similar to the priest's chasuble, when
he is assisting at Mass.

The instruction reiterates the

norm in the new General Instruction

of the Roman Missal that all priests

at a Mass should either concelebrate

or "wear their proper choir dress or a

surplice over a cassock," setting them
apart from the laity in attendance.

Before the new general instruction, it

was not uncommon for priests at-

tending Mass in the United States to

sit in the pews in street dress if they

were not concelebrating, he said.

The document insists laity called

upon to distribute Communion
should be called "extraordinary min-
isters of holy Communion." It says

"Communion" must be used because

only the priest can properly be called

a "minister of the Eucharist" and it

rejects "special" as a substitute word
for the technical term "extraordi-

nary." In church parlance, priests and
deacons are "ordinary" ministers of

Communion because it is one of the

zational, and interpersonal skills with a mini-

mum of a BSW and 5 years experience. Re-

porting directly to the Program Director,

this position is responsible for the daily op-

eration, organization, and management ofthe

6 mother/6 baby group home and supervi-

sion of two house managers. Fax resume to

Executive Director at 704-521-2751. Visit

our website at www.rati.org.

YOUTH MINISTER: Dynamic and wel-

coming faith community seeking experienced

Youth Minister with bachelor's degree. Send

resume and a statement ofyour vision of

Youth Ministry to: St. Paul the Apostle

Catholic Church, Youth Minister

Search Committee, 2715 Horse Pen Creek

Road, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax

(336) 294-6149; e-mail

jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org

FOR SALE

CATHOLIC BOOKSTORE: Operating al-

most 1 5 years. For information call 336-760-

1673.

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans

at best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 845-

1416.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/worcl per issue ($1 2 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailedtockfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 1 23 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

CNS FILE PHOTO FROM CrOSIERS

Sacred vessels used at Mass include, clockwise from left, a chalice, ciborlum and

paten. According to the new Vatican document on liturgy, vessels for the Lord's

body and blood "must be made In strict conformity with the norms of tradition and

of the liturgical books." Common vessels, those lacking In quality or devoid of all

artistic merit, those made from glass, earthenware, clay, or other materials that

break easily, should not be used, according to the document.

rights and duties attached to ordina-

tion; by calHng the others "extraordi-

nary" the church simply means that

their participation in this ministry is

not ordinary.

The instruction says even if ex-

traordinary ministers are regularly

used, whenever an extra priest or

deacon is present he should be the

first to be called upon; extraordinary

ministers should be used only when
all available ordained ministers are

brought up and there is still addi-

tional need.

Msgr. Moroney said one of the

abuses cited in the instruction as par-

ticularly serious is pouring the re-

c
cc

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral .com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

mainder of the Precious Blood after

Mass into the sacrarium, the special 1

sink in a church sacristy that feeds'

directly into the ground instead of

into the waste-water system.

The instruction says anyone who
throws away the consecrated wine or

bread is automatically excommuni-
cated under Canon 1367 of the Code
of Canon Law, and pouring the sa-

cred species into the sacrarium vio-

lates that canon.

Elsewhere the instruction says

that all consecrated wine left over af-

ter Communion is to be consumed by

the priest or another minister. The
chalice is then to be cleaned and dried

with the purificator, a linen cloth.

USCCB Publishing, the bishops'

publishing office, said April 23 that it

will publish the new instruction. It

suggested visiting the bishops' Web
site, www.usccb,org, for ordering in-

formation.

Serving the Carolinas
for more than 23 years!

Confirmation &
First Communion Veils,
Cards 8c Special Gifts

ii
== CARpUNA CATHOLIC ^

m BOOKSHOPPi: m
y

704-342-2878
FAX (704) 334-33 13

44 1 0-F MONROE Road,
Charlotte, 28205

We welcome mail orders
and special orders!

MON-FR! 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

WWW.CAROLINACATHOLICBOdKS.COM
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Straight talk about wills
BY GINA RHODES

Special to

The Catholic News &. Herald

If you die without a will or other

such document, the state will decide how
to disburse your estate. And if you have

minor children, the state will decide who
will raise and care for them.

Ifyou want to leave certain assets to

specific persons or make charitable gifts

to various causes, then you must have a

will. If you die without a wUl, the state

will foUow its own agenda.

Each state has its own written poli-

cies for the distribution ofyour estate. So

much will go here and so much there—
places and persons for whom you may
not want to provide. The state will as-

sign someone to oversee the administra-

tion ofyour estate.

It will all be done "by the book." No
special gifts to your parish, the diocese,

the Foundation, Catholic school, agency

or other causes you would want to

honor. No special gifts to people outside

your family. No concern for your
thoughts on the size of any bequests.

Just imagine the difficulties this may
cause for your family and fi-iends. Imag-

ine the added expense for this oversight.

Imagine people you never knew making

decisions on your behalf

There are many reasons people

never prepare a will: fear of death, uncer-

tainty about estate distribution, family

conflicts, difficulty doing an estate inven-

tory, inconvenience, expense, procrasti-

nation, no lawyer and so forth. However,

the plain fact is, every excuse is a bad one

if it causes you to die without a will.

You don't need all the answers to

get a will started. You can start with

what you know and make changes and

additions later. It's better to have some-

thing workable in place that reflects

your wishes than nothing at all.

To help you create a valid wUl, I have

put together a "Will Information Kit" that

includes brochures and suggestions to

prepare you for a conference with your

attorney. This kit is interesting and infor-

mative, and it is fi-ee for the asking.

Do you have an estate-planning at-

torney who can assist you? Talk to your

trusted friends and see whom they use.

Another possibility is to contact a local

bank for their recommendations. In any

case, I urge you to get legal assistance so

you can have peace of mind, knowing
your wiU has been drafted properly.

For more information regarding

wills, please contact me, Gina Rhodes, at

(704) 370-3320 or

gmrhodes@charlottediocese.org. I look

forward to hearing fi-om you soon.

Gma Rhodes is tlie director ofplanned

givingfor tJie Diocese ofCharlotte.

ORB feeds local projects
CHARLOTTE — Each Lent, par-

ishes and schools in the Diocese of

Charlotte participate in Operation Rice

Bowl (ORB), the Catholic Relief Ser-

vices (CRS) program of prayer, fasting,

learning and giving.

The majority of funds fi-om the ORB
collection go to the national CRS office for

anti-poverty programs worldwide, with

the balance remaining in the diocese.

From this share, the diocesan CRS com-
mittee sponsors a mini-grants program
for local initiatives on international issues

or projects. The project or program can be

part of a larger initiative.

Grants of up to $500 will be
awarded to projects that cover a range

of international, immigrant or migrant

issues; reflect a social justice or empow-
erment component; represent a range of

approaches (e.g., education, advocacy,

media, linking faith and justice); and
will be incorporated into parish, school

or organization life.

To be eligible for a grant, a project

must satisfy the following criteria:

1. It must be carried out under the

auspices of a Catholic organization.

such as a parish, parish faith formation

program, school, campus ministry or

vicariate organization.

2. It must undertake an initiative

dealing with Catholic social teaching

and action on issues of international

justice and peace, or with local immi-

grant or migrant issues.

3. At the end of the grant cycle,

grant recipients wUl submit a one- to

two-page typewritten evaluation de-

scribing the project, its accomplishments

and how well the group or organization

met its goals with the grant money.

Applications must be postmarked

by May 15, 2004. Mail to: Terri Jarina,

Program Director, Parish Social Minis-

try, Office of Justice and Peace, CSS,

Diocese of Charlotte, 1123 South
Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203-

4003.

Any questions about the grant process

should be directed to:

Terri Jarina at (704) 370-3234 or

thjarina@charlottediocse.org, or Joseph

Purello at (704) 370-3225 or

jtpurello@charlottediocese.org.

Your Child's Education...An Important Decision!

We offer:

Grades K-5 with small class size

Foreign languages, music & art

A classical curriculum w/emphasis on traditional Catholic teachings

Affordable tuition

Call nowto guarantee your child's enrollment. Space is limited!

704-841-2292
Visit us on the web at.- vnm.Uessedsaaam&itacadany.o/g

Located behind Windsor Square In Matthews, NC A pnwate academy Independent of Charlotte diocesan schools.

Sister Elizabeth Berry, former

Greensboro resident, dies
EMMITSBURG, Md. — Daugh-

ter of Charity Sister Elizabeth Berry

died April 11, 2004 at Villa St.

Michael, the province's retirement

residence. She was 91.

Born Mary Elizabeth as one of 13

children in Middlesboro, Ky., Sister

Berry moved to Greensboro with her

family. She graduated fi-om St. Joseph's

High School in Emmitsburg, Md., in

1930. She attended the University of

North Carolina's Business College in

Greensboro and the Catholic University

of America in Washington, D.C., where

she received a bachelor's degree in nurs-

ing in 1948.

She earned a master's degree in hos-

pital administration fi-om St. Louis Uni-

versity in St. Louis, Mo., in 1951.

Sister Berry worked as her father's

bookkeeper and secretary in the family

business, the Berry Coal Company (later

known as Berico Fuels, Inc.) for several

years before entering the Daughters of

Charity in 1938.

After completing her seminary in

1939, she worked as a bookkeeper and

in healthcare for many years in New
York, Missouri and Washington, D.C.

In 1952, she was appointed administra-

tor and local superior of Providence Hos-

pital in Detroit, Mich., where she re-

mained until she was sent to DePaul
Medical Center in Norfolk, Va., and
served in the same duty there until

1962.

Ever mindful of social justice. Sister

Berry requested permission to serve in

the missionary field. She left for Bolivia

in February 1962 and ministered there

for 23 years.

After her return to the United States

in 1985, Sister Berry served briefly at

Our Lady of the Valley Church in Lan-

gley, S.C., before being assigned to the

pastoral care department at Providence

Hospital in Washington, D.C, where she

remained for 11 years. In 1997, when
her health began to decline. Sister Berry

returned to Emmitsburg and became a

resident of the Villa.

Memorial contributions may be

made to the Daughters of Charity Sup-

port Fund for the Elderly and Infirm

Sisters, 333 S. Seton Avenue,
Emmitsburg, MD 21727.

'Partners in Hope'

Courtesy Photo by Ann Kilkelly

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlln speaks with Skip Prosser (right), head basketball

coach at Wake Forest University, and another gentleman at the "Partners in Hope"

fundraiser for Catholic Social Services Piedmont Triad Office In WInston-Salem April

1 5. Prosser spoke on the topic "Winning In Life Both On and Off the Court." Bishop

Curlln co-chalred the event with St. Joseph Sister Dennis Eileen Gamber, minister

to the sick at St. Leo the Great Church In WInston-Salem.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Not without a doubt
After all the weeks of a solemn Lent,

what a wonderful relief to embrace the

joy of the paschal season. We think of

Lent, and certainly Holy Week, as a time

of prayer and penance, but it occurs to

me that we sometimes ignore the range

and depth of emotions revealed in the

Gospel stories of the Passion of Jesus.

Consider the wild enthusiasm of the

crowds who cheered Jesus as they wel-

comed him triumphantly into Jerusa-

lem. Consider the depths of agony he

endured in the garden on the Mount of

Olives. He anticipated the betrayal of

Judas, his friend, and the denial of Peter,

the rock of his church.

Consider not only the brutal physi-

cal pain of the passion that Jesus faced,

but also the fear and despair of his dis-

ciples.

And their doubt. After all, Jesus' fol-

lowers had heard about God's loving

mercy, after all the miracles they had

seen, how could their hopes end in the

most ignominious death the Roman
Empire could impose? Surely, the faith

of the disciples was as shaken as, I think,

mine would have been.

But then came Sunday morning.

The faithful women went to the tomb to

finish anointing Jesus — and it was

empty. What happened next not only

shook them but also changed our world

forever.

"Suddenly two men in dazzling

robes stood beside them ... (and) said to

them, "Why do you look for the living

among the dead? He is not here, but has

risen.'" (Luke 24:4^5)

And the women believed it. But not

everyone would accept it when they

heard the news.

"Now it was Mary Magdalene ...

and the other women... who told this to

the apostles. But these words seemed to

them an idle tale, and they did not be-

lieve them." (Luke 24:10-11)

I can imagine these guys thinking,

"Poor women. They're just imagining

things. Of course, we'd love to believe

them, but it can't be true!"

So God, as usual, came to the rescue.

"Jesus came and stood among them

and said, 'Peace be with you.' After He
said this, He showed them His hands and

His side. Then the disciples rejoiced when

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

they saw the Lord." (John 20:19-20)

Then came the incident that has

been synonymous with doubt ever since:

"But Thomas ... was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told

him, We have seen the Lord.' But he

said to them, 'Unless I see the mark of

the nails in His hands, and put my finger

in the mark of the nails and my hand in

His side, I will not believe.' A week later

his disciples were again in the house, and

Thomas was with them. ... Jesus came
and stood among them and said, 'Peace

be with you.' Then He said to Thomas,
Reach out your hand and put it in my

side. Do not doubt but believe.' Thomas
answered him, 'My Lord and my God!'

Jesus said to him, 'Have you believed

because you have seen me? Blessed are

those who have not seen and yet have

come to believe." (John 20:24^29)

Many people have doubts at differ-

ent times. And that uncertainty can be

frightening. Certainly, God wants us to

believe, just as he wants us to hope and

to love. But he understands us better

than we do ourselves. After all, God
created us with reason and free will. He
expects us to use our minds as well as

our hearts. Never be afraid to think

about God.

There's a quote that's said to have

been found cut into the walls of a Nazi

concentration camp: "I believe in the sun

even when it is not shining. I believe in

love even when I feel it not. I believe in

God even when He is silent."

Peace be with you!

For afree copy oftlie Christopher News
Note, "Gifts of tlw Spirit, Gifts from the

Soul" write: The Christopliers, 12 East 48th

Street, New York, NT 10017; or e-mail:

mail@christophers. org.

WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR

7776 Catholic News & We/a/dwelcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters

be originals of 250 words or less, and pertain to recent newspaper content or

Catholic issues.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address

and phone number of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be

condensed due to space limitations and edited for clarity, style and taste.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, ore-mail catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

Trust in God brings comfort 1^

in times of ioss, ioneiiness,

pope says
BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — During times

of loneliness or loss, trust in God brings

comfort, said Pope John Paul II at his

weekly general audience in St. Peter's

Square.

On a warm and sunny spring day

April 28, the pope reflected on Psalm 27,

which he said illustrates the psalmist's

trust and hope in God despite his facing

much tribulation.

The psalm shows that "there is an

aggressive evil in the world which has

Satan as its guide and inspiration," the

pope said.

Yet despite the threat of adversaries

and even abandonment by his parents,

the psalmist displays "the serene faith of

the believer," he said.

"Even in solitude and with the loss

of one's dearly beloved, the psalmist

never is completely alone because merci-

ful God kneels before him," he said.

The pope said this particular psalm

has special meaning for those people

who have been forgotten or abandoned

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

by family and society.

"To all the elderly, the sick, those

forgotten by all, to those who will never

be caressed by another, let us remember
these words by the psalmist and
prophet, so that they may feel the pater-

nal and maternal hand of the Lord si-

lently touch with love their suffering

faces, perhaps lined with tears," the pope

said.

The pope spoke in a clear voice as he

read small portions of a one-and-a-half-

page catechesis. Before praying the

"Regina Coeli," he offered greetings in 10

different languages to the tens of thou-

sands of pilgrims gathered in the square.

TEEN LIFE
Nearly 90 percent of U.S. teens under 1

8

say there is an overall purpose to their life

Percent of those who think that purpose is to...

be a good Christian

make a difference, help people

be a good person

have a good job or career

be happy, enjoy life, have fun

HI4

Source: 2004 Gallup Youth Survey © 2004 CNS Graphics
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Mothers never die
There is something special about a

mother. More than any other person, she

lends herselfto sentimentality and poetry.

That's not surprising, because she

brought us into existence and cared for us

in our helpless years called infancy.

When we made the first leap of faith

called the first fearful step, she was there.

She was also there when we uttered the

first word, chopping up consonants and

vowels at the same time. The list may go

on endlessly. We feel that our mother is

always alive in our lives, even when her

body lies in the grave and her soul en-

joys heaven. ^
Abraham Lincoln has been quoted

as saying: "All that I am or hope to be, I

owe to my angel mother." It is right to

give thanks and praise to our mothers

with the jo3^ul celebration of Mother's

Day, which has a long and interesting

history.

The Encyclopedia Britannica in-

forms us that ancient Greeks as well as

Asians were honoring Rhea, the mother

of all gods. That tradition was
christianized and became the Mother
Church. The "she" pronoun used to des-

ignate the Catholic Church is not an

accident.

In the United States, Mother's Day
began in 1872 with Julia Ward Howe.

The least we can do is to dedicate one

day a year to the most important person

in our lives: our mother. The best we can

do is to honor our mother every day of

our lives.

As I think of Mother's Day, I find

myself facing a difficult question: What
can be said about mothers that has not

been said a thousand times or more? The
answer is: probably nothing. However,

things need to be said not because they

are new, but because they are true.

I wish to make clear that mothers

are very important, but they are not all

angels or saints (mine is!). Mothers are

Guest

Column

FATHER JOHN
AURILIA,
OEM Cap

people too. We are inclined to idealize

mothers to the point of making them

unreal. The mother for me is the person

who meets our needs and she herself has

needs as well. Mothers get lonely and

need friendship, they get tired and need

rest, they get hurt and need healing,

they are misunderstood and they need

love.

There is a beautiful description of a

mother recorded in the Second Book of

Kings. The title is "The Shunammite's

son restored to life." About the upcoming

year, Elisha said, 'Tou will hold a son in

your arms."

"No, my Lord," she objected. "Don't

mislead your servant, o man of God!"

But the woman became pregnant,

and the next year about that same time

she gave birth to a son, just as Elisha

had told her. The child grew, and one

day he went out to his father, who was
with the reapers.

"My head! My head!" he said to his

father.

His father told a servant, "Carry

him to his mother."

After the servant had lifted him up

and carried him to his mother, the boy
sat on her lap until noon, and then he

died. " (II Kings 4:14-18)

Fortunately, the sad story has an

happy ending: Elisha brought her son

back to life, but the picture of that

mother, who held her son for hours, is

the perfect statue of courage and hero-

ism. We are not talking here about

muscle and brawn. We are talking about

character and strength. This life is no

bowl of cherries, but the ability to keep

on going when everything inside of you

wants to quit.

Just like the son who did not want to

get up and go to school. His mother said:

"Rise and shine. Don't be late for your

first day back to school."

The son answers: "I don't want to

go, I have a stomachache, my head hurts

and I think I have a fever. Anyway, give

me two reasons why I should go to

school."

The mother promptly replies: "First,

you are 42 years old. Second, you are the

principal of the school."

Don't forget; Mother knows best

and she deserves our love, our attention,

as well as the best gift.

John Whitehall, a wealthy Texan,

wanted to send his mother an unusual,

expensive gift for Mother's Day. The
owner of a pet shop told him of a mynah
bird worth well over $10,000.

"What makes this bird so valuable?"

asked Whitehall.

The owner responded, "This m3nah
bird is the only one in the world that can

recite the Lord's Prayer, the 23rd Psalm

and 1 Corinthians 13."

"I'll take it," said the Texan. "I don't

care how much it costs. Mother is worth

it and will get so much comfort hearing

it recite Scripture."

So he wrote a check and had it

shipped off to his mother. The Monday
after Mother's Day, he called her long

distance. "Did you get my present?"

"I certainly did, and thank you."

"And how did you like the bird?

"Oh son, it was delicious!"

My friends, there are two special

people in our lives; your mother
and mine.

Fatlier Aurilia is tlie pastor ofImmacu-

late Conception in Hendersonville.

Christian debt after banltruptcy

Q^. Seven years ago I filed bank-

ruptcy, and my debts were discharged.

Am I required to pay these debts in order

to forgive the sin of being careless with

God's blessings?

I will not likely have the money to pay
them off; it amounts to a great sum, and
my salary now is just enough to live on.

Other people in my life think I have an

obligation to go back and take care ofthese

debts. (Ohio)

A. First, if you took reasonable care

of your finances before your bankruptcy

and did not plan to defraud your credi-

tors, there is no sin to forgive. Recent

years have seen a great increase in per-

sonal and commercial bankruptcies. I'm

sure in most of them the individuals

responsible say to themselves, with

hindsight: "If only I had done this, or

that, results would have been different."

Harsh as it may sound, however,

bad financial judgments, incompetence

or just "bad luck" may result in a lot of

pain, but they are not sins.

After bankruptcy is declared, all

possessions are disposed of according to

the requirements of civil law. These dis-

positions, including any properties the

insolvent individual is allowed to retain

for personal and family support, for ex-

ample, are morally binding, as long as

there is nothing intrinsically sinful in-

volved.

In the United States, the common
juridical opinion is that all debts are

contracted with the implied condition

that they will be canceled in case of an

honest bankruptcy. In other words, a

voluntary forgiveness of the person's

debts is assumed.

The common language in the law is

that "a discharge in bankruptcy shall

release a bankrupt from all his provable

debts." This language, and the practice

of our courts in applying it, gives solid

basis for the moral opinion that after a

legitimate bankruptcy all debts are can-

celed in conscience as well as in law.

Again, malicious or "arranged"

bankruptcy that deliberately defrauds

Question

Comer
FATHER JOHN

DIETZEN
CNS Columnist

someone else does not excuse from resti-

tution. Such sinful intent, however, is

never to be presumed without weighty

evidence.

Homemade wine

for Mass?
May homemade wine be used at

Mass? (New York)

A. Yes. Wine for the Eucharist

should be pure, natural, unadulterated

grape wine, that is, with no preserva-

tives, flavoring or other additives. As
long as it is made this way, it makes no

difference whether it is produced com-
mercially or at home. (General Instruc-

tion of the Roman Missal, 322)

Don't postpone

ioy|

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS Columnist

We've all heard this slogan before;

Don't- postpone joy! But does it mean
don't put off your next expensive vaca-

tion? Or don't forget to shop for a new
outfit?

Obviously, it must mean more than

acquiring things or experiences.

Happiness is not something that

comes from the outside world, like a

martini on New Year's Eve. Eating,

drinking and acquiring temporal goods

can be uplifting for a time. Getting

money and power will surely lift your

spirits temporarily, but when you lose

your job, or your big car, or your house,

that kind of happiness evaporates.

There is a deeper happiness —
which comes from within — called joy.

It is a way of life! Joy is more the

byproduct of a meaningful life than a

temporary state of euphoria.

What does "Don't postpone joy"

mean to someone like Mother Teresa?

She taught us so much by her own
example because she listened attentively

to Jesus who said: "Seek first the king-

dom of God, and everything else will be

given to you.... I tell you this that your

joy may be full." She followed him.

Jesus taught us that joy will come
by forgiving when you feel resentful, by

being kind when you want to be mean,

by persevering when you want to quit,

by beginning again when others have

ruined your plans, by giving your best

when no one pays the slightest attention

to your best efforts.

Mother Teresa put it more poetically:

"People are often unreasonable, il-

logical and self-centered;

"Forgive them anyway.

"If you are kind, people may accuse

you of selfish, ulterior motives;

"Be kind anyway.

"If you are successful, you wiU win

some false friends and some true en-

emies;

"Be successflil anyway.

"If you are honest and frank, people

may cheat you;

"Be honest and frank anyway.

"What you spend years building,

someone could destroy overnight;

"Build anyway.

"If you find serenity and happiness,

they may be jealous;

"Be happy anyway.

"The good you do today, people will

often forget tomorrow;

"Do good anyway.

"Give the world the best you have,

and it may never be enough;

"Give the world your best anyway.

'Tou see, in the final analysis it is

between you and God;

"It was never between you and them

anyway."
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St. Barnabas Church celebrates decades

of growth for Arden Catholics

File Photo

St. Barnabas Church in Arden expanded its facility in 1994 to accommodate parish

growth, 10 years after the dedication of a new church building.

ARDEN — The history of St.

"IBarnabas Church began in 1964, when
a structure in Arden was purchased

from local Baptists for use as a Catholic

church. The first Mass was celebrated in

November of that year, and the new
church was dedicated by then-Bishop

Vincent S. Waters of Raleigh a month
later. Thirty-six families made up that

early church community.

Originally designated as a mission

of St. Lawrence Church in Asheville, St.

Barnabas Church was first served by

Msgr. George Lynch, who later became

auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of Ra-

leigh. The congregation of 50 families

later welcomed Oblate Father Joseph

Maule as the first pastor when the

church attained parish status in early

1966. Oblate Father Joseph Cutter be-

came pastor in 1968, and St. Barnabas

Church continued to flourish in both

spirituality and in numbers.

The parish not only saw its first

holy Communion and confirmation

classes receive their respective sacra-

ments, but it also soon formed a pastoral

committee, ladies' guild and musicians

group, all of which became vital to the

church community.

Long-range planning took place

during the 1970s to coincide with a

continuing influx of Catholics settling in

the Arden area. Meanwhile, efforts to

pay off the church mortgage were com-

pleted by 1976, thus allowing the parish

to attend more closely to expansion

projects. A residence for the pastor was

purchased, and in 1980, land transfers

brought the construction of a new
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church facility a step closer to reality.

The original building was sold, and

the parish celebi-ated Mass under a tent

and in a roller skating rink during the

construction of a new church.

The parish welcomed its third pas-

tor, Jesuit Father Frank Bourbon, in

June 1982, and four months later then-

Bishop Michael J. Be'gley of Charlotte

granted permission to proceed with

building plans. A groundbreaking cer-

emony took place Sept. 19, 1983.

In 1984, the parish saw the comple-

tion of the new St. Barnabas Church,

which was dedicated by Bishop Begley

on July 22. With a church featuring a

native stone sanctuary wall, a locally

crafled crucifix and educational facilities,

the parish now had a spiritual home
reflecting the beauty ofboth faith and the

North Carolina mountains.

Father Bourbon was reassigned in

September 1984 and Jesuit Father Jo-

seph Newell became the fourth pastor of

St. Barnabas Church. As the years

passed, the St. Barnabas Church reli-

gious education program was enhanced.

During the 1980s came the expansion of

the parish's CursUlo and Knights of Co-

lumbus council (named after Father

Maule).

During this period, the church also

celebrated the ordination of its first dea-

con. Rev. Mr. Art Kingsley in July 1988

and the ordination and first Mass of one

of the parish's own. Father Joseph Mack

in May 10, 1989. When Father Newell
was reassigned. Father John Schneider

became the church's pastor in July 1990.

By that time, the parish had grown to

300 families.

For the next several years, Father

Schneider continued the devoted work of

his predecessors, forming and develop-

ing an enthusiastic youth ministry com-
prised of middle and high school stu-

dents.

Ever-increasing in size and partici-

pation, the parish began to explore the'

possibility of again expanding the facil-

ity in February 1990. After a lengthy

series ofmeetings, the project was under-

way. New classrooms, ofl[ices, meeting

rooms and an expanded hbrary high-

lighted the augmentation of the church.

In July 1994, then-Bishop William G.

Curlin blessed the expansion, 10 years

after the dedication of the new St.

Barnabas Church.

Father Schneider served as pastor to

some 620 households that made up the

religious, educational, social and, in part,

administrative strengths of St. Barnabas

Church. With its enthusiastic variety of

committees, ministries, groups and
projects, the parish offered a spirited af-

firmation of service as a faith commu-
nity.

Father Roger Arnsparger was as-

signed as administrator in July 1999.

On Oct. 24 of that year, the church doors

were symbolically "sealed" as St.

Barnabas Church began its Jubilee 2000

celebration, getting a head start on a

similar ceremony that took place in the

Vatican on the first Sunday in Advent.

The doors of St. Barnabas Church and

St. Peter's Basilica in Rome both were

unsealed on Christmas Eve of that year:

Father Arnsbarger, now pastor, blessed

the parish's "Jubilee Doors."

In November 1999, parishioners

made 15 quilts and sent them to victims

of Hurricane Floyd in Goldsboro, N.C.

The parish continued expansion of

religious education to youth and adults.

Each year has seen "Parish Vision Meet-

ings" to assist parishioners with effective

evangelization of the parish. The
church's Respect Life Committee has in-

creased its pro-life apostolate through

prayer, direct services, education and

legislative efforts.

The church hosts two Rachel's Vine-

yard Post-Abortive Healing Retreats an-

nually and sponsors "Triumph of the

Cross," an annual Catholic conference,

and a Catholic Men's Conference. On
March 10, 2003, the church began per-

petual adoration of the Eucharist.

The parish now consists of 760

families. Because of projected future

growth, the parish has purchased five

acres of adjacent land and plans are be-

ing made for improved access and addi-

tional facilities for the church's work.
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FIGHTING FOR LIFE

New poll shows

growing shift

toward pro-life

position

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The
results of a new poll indicate

increasing support for a pro-

life position, according to rep-

resentatives of several pro-life

organizations.

The April 15-17 poll con-

ducted by Zogby Interna-

tional showed that 56 percent

of those responding said that

abortion should never be legal

or be legal only when the

mother's life is in danger or in

cases of rape and incest.

Forty-two percent of the

respondents said abortion

should be legal for any reason

See ABORTION, page 4

PRAYERS RISING LIKE INCENSE

Photos by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis incenses the altar of St. loseph Vietnamese Church in Charlotte during the

dedication Mass May 2.

Crossing the chasm

CNS PHOTO BY Jason Unge

U.S. agents patrol the border as travelers migrating north make
camp on the Mexican side April 9 near Tijuana. Some workers

find an open door, meals and a bed at Casa del Migrante, where

they can stay for up to two weeks in their search for work in

Tijuana or the United States. See story page 8.

COVERAGE OF DIOCESAN HISPANIC MINISTRY AND OUTREACH. PAGE 9.

New home,
old traditions

Xletnamese

celebmtenew

church, freedom

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The
Vietnamese Catholic popula-

tion of Charlotte now has some
more room to grow.

Almost 2,000 people

crowded the new St. Joseph

See DEDICATION, page 5

A child regards the crowd that

overflowed into the church's

vestibule during the Mass.

Catholics,

Lutherans look

back, forward

as dialogue

ends one phase

BY CANDY CZERNICKl
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WAUWATOSA, Wis.
— As Lutheran and
Catholic scholars com-
pleted five years of work
on a document about their

churches' structures and
ministries, they looked
back on the 10 rounds of

dialogue that began in

1965 and ahead in antici-

pation of the 1 1th topic for

discussion.

"In working toward
church unity, the chal-

lenge is to find a common
lens that bypasses old dif-

ferences," Susan Wood, a

dialogue participant and
professor at St. John's
University in Collegeville,

Minn., told the Catholic

Herald, the Milwaukee
archdiocesan newspaper.

"In the past, things
have been seen through ju-

ridical eyes — that didn't

get us very far," said

Wood.
The end of the lOth

round of dialogue between
the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America and the

Roman Catholic Church
was announced at Re-
demption Lutheran
Church in Wauwatosa
April 22.

The dialogue is co-

chaired by Catholic Auxil-

iary Bishop Richard J.

Sklba of Milwaukee and
retired Lutheran Bishop
Charles Maahs.

The group's agreed

See DIALOGUE, page 13
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

SEEING THROUGH CHRIST'S EYES

CNS PHOTO BY Kate Oatis, Catholic Chronicle

Father Richard Saelzler, a counselor at St. Thomas More University Parish in Bowling

Green, Ohio, poses at his computer, which has software that speaks to him. The

priest, who lost his sight two years ago after undergoing surgery for cancer of the

esophagus, says blindness has made him a better counselor.

Blind priest says own

suffering lias made liim

better counselor
TOLEDO, Ohio (CNS) — Father

Richard Saelzler, who lost his eyesight

two years ago, is a firm believer that

those who are "willing to share in the

blessings" have to also be "willing to

share in the cup" and endure struggles.

"I'm struggling to take up my
cross every day, just like everybody

else," Father Saelzler told the Catholic

Chronicle, newspaper of the Toledo
Diocese.

The priest, known to most as Fa-

ther Ric, is in residence at St. Thomas
More University Parish in Bowling
Green. He works at the parish as a

counselor.

He went blind when he suffered

complications following surgery for

cancer of the esophagus. He almost

died when his blood pressure dropped

dramatically and he "crashed," he said.

His doctors saved his life, but a

lack of oxygen to his optic nerve de-

stroyed his eyesight. He was in a coma
in intensive care for days.

When he lost his sight. Father

Saelzler said, his immediate reaction

was to ask, "What am I going to do?"

"My world was so visual. My fa-

vorite hobbies were gardening, watch-

ing movies, photography. After I left

the hospital for the nursing home, I

started praying that I would die," he

said.

But now he has a different outlook,

and even though there are still some
depressing times he does not give in to

despair. The priest said he has felt

lonely, but never angry.

"Anger is useless. I saw my blind-

ness as a part of nature," he said.

"There's no one to be angry at. I could

be angry at the world for spending

money on war but ignoring AIDS in

Africa. No, anger's not it."

What has carried him through, he

said, has been uniting his suffering to

that of Jesus. And he is quick to point

out that his faith isn't just a crutch to

get him through the rough times.

"In the midst of suffering, there is

redemption, transformation. If there

isn't resurrection, this is, indeed, a

curse," he said. "There is a constant

transformation going on in me."

Father Saelzler said the transfor-

mation has made him "more positive

when counseling people."

"I listen better now. I encourage

people to celebrate their victories and

not beat themselves up over failures,"

he added.

Repression of Christians in Vietnam

'grave concern/ U,S, bishop says

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
violent repression of tbe Montagnard
people in Vietnam is a matter of "grave

concern," the head of the U.S. bishops'

international policy committee said in a

letter to Vietnam's ambassador to the

United States.

In his-April 28 letter to Ambassador
Nguyen Tarn Chien, Bishop John H.

Ricard of Pensacola-Tallahassee, Fla.,

also called for the release of Father

Thaddeus Nguyen Van Ly, who was
sentenced to 15 years in jail following his

2001 testimony to the U.S. Commission
on International Religious Freedom.

Bishop Ricard told the ambassador

that by imprisoning Father Ly, "an oth-

erwise obscure human rights advocate,

your government has converted him
into one of the world's better-known

prisoners ofconscience and given greater

reason for criticism of Vietnam's record

on human rights and religious freedom."

Human Rights Watch reported that

Diocesan.
planner

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

HUNTERSVILLE — St Mark Church,
1474-0 Stumptown Rd., will host a Festi-

val of Praise May 22, 8-10 p.m. The
evening will feature praise and worship
music by St. Mark's LIFE TEEN band in

addition to Adoration of the Blessed Sac-

rament. All are welcome. For details, call

Debra Lemmon at (704) 948-1306.

CHARLOTTE — The music ministry of

St. Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne

Commons Pkwy., will host a Christian

Coffeehouse May 22 at 7:30 p.m. Single

and married adults of all ages have found

this to be a great place for entertaining

and warm spiritual messages, evangeli-

zation and an opportunity for praise and

worship music in a Christian environ-

ment. There is no charge to attend. To
reserve a table for a group of six or more,

call Kathy Bartlett at (704) 400-2213.

CHARLOTTE — The 50+ Club of St.

John Neumann Church, 8451 Idlewild

Rd., meets the second Wednesday of each

month at 1 1 a.m. with a program and

lunch in the parish hall. The May 12

meeting will honor those couples cel-

ebrating 50 years of marriage. For reser-

vations and more information, call

Lucille Kroboth at (704) 537-2189.

HUNTERSVILLE — The Newcomers
Women's Ministry of St. Mark Church
invites women who are new or still feel

new to the area to a 10-week course en-

titled, "After the Boxes are Unpacked" based

on the book by Susan Miller. We will

Montagnards, mainly Protestants, were

beaten and some killed during Easter

Week demonstrations in Vietnam's Cen-
tral Highlands, and the Montagnards
were seeking to "peacefully press for reli-

gious freedom and return of ancestral

land in the Central Highlands."

The Vietnamese government
charged that antigovernment elements

are inciting the Montagnards to seek a

separatist state. Human Rights Watch
said.

"Vietnam's policy of repression on
Montagnard Christians is only fueling

the unrest," said Brad Adams of the Asia

Division of Human Rights Watch.

Human Rights Watch said it

"continues to receive credible reports"

of Vietnamese officials forcing
Montagnard Christians to "abandon
Christianity and cease all political or

religious activities in public self-criti-

cism sessions or by signing written

pledges."

talk about the spiritual, emotional and
practical needs associated with moving.
Classes will meet through June 23 in Room
200 of St. Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown
Rd., 10:15 -11:45 a.m. followed by lunch.

Call Gerry Phillips at (704) 895-2388 or

Colleen Siadak at (704) 987-7920 for more
information.

CHARLOTTE — All women are invited to

join Women in the Word for weekly gather-

ings for prayer, reflection on Sunday scrif>-

ture, music and sharing experiences of

Christ in daily life. The group meets each

Thursday, 9:45-11:45 a.m. in the family

room of St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Provi-

dence Rd. For details, call Linda Flynn at my

(704) 366-9889. For childcare reservations,

call Jurga Petrikene at 704) 907-0205.

CHARLOTTE — The hadies Ancient Order

of Hibernians, St. Brigid Division l, an

Irish-Catholic group of women dedicated to

their faith, country and Irish heritage, will

meet at St. Ann Church, 3635 Park Rd.,

May 19 at 7:30 p.m. Anyone interested in

membership, call Jeanmarie Schuler at

(704) 554 0720.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE ^

GREENSBORO — Lucy Wellmaker, pa-

rishioner and life coach, will lead a follow-

up session on Rick Warren's book "The Pur-

pose-Driven Life" May 19, 10-11:30 a.m. and

6:30-8 p.m. Both sessions will be held in the

Kloster Center at St. Pius X Church, 2210 N.

Elm St. These sessions are open to anyone

who has read the book. For more informa-J

tion e-mail IwellmakerfStriad.rr.com.
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GUILFORD COUNTY — The Ancient Or-

der ofHibernians Guilford County Division/
\^

the oldest and largest order of Irish Catho-
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican official cails on Cliristians,

Buddliists to lielp children
VATICAN CITY (CNS) —

Christians and Buddhists must ad-

dress the needs of children, especially

those who have been abandoned,
abused by adults, or are affected

by HIV/AIDS, said a top Vatican

official.

"As religious believers, we must
turn our gaze to the needs of children,

in our own families and in society as a

whole," said Archbishop Michael
Fitzgerald in an annual message to

Buddhists.

The Vatican released the message
April 29 as Buddhists worldwide pre-

pared for the May 4 feast of Vesakh,

which commemorates the principal

events in the life of Buddhism's
founder, Siddhartha Gautama.

Archbishop Fitzgerald, who heads

the Pontifical Council for Interreli-

gious Dialogue, said children must be

lie men, is looking for more Irish Catholic

men to join them for meetings, educational

seminars and social events. Contact
Michael Slane at (336) 665-9264 for time

and location.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY— The 18th Annual Spring Fling
will be held at St. Aloysius Church,. 921
Second St. NE, May 13, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
The day will feature music, games, bingo,

door prizes and more. Father Ed Sheridan
%vill celebrate the closing Mass. Spring
Fling is hosted by Catholic Social Services

Elder Ministry. For registration informa-

tion, please call Sandra IBreakfield at (704)

370-3220.

HICKORY — A GriefSupport Group meets
the second and fourth Wednesday of each

month at 6:30 p.m. in the parlor of St.

Aloysius Church, 921 Second St. NE. For
more information, call the church office at

828) 327-2341.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

CONCORD — Discover how beautiful

God's plan for marriage really is! Natural

Family Planning classes are being offered at

St. James Church, 251 Union St., Tuesdays
at 6;30 p.m. Learn a natural method that is

ust as effective as the Pill and is in accord
with Catholic teaching. Contact Susan
Chancy at (704) 720-0772 for more
nformation or email questions to

sujo94@aol.com.

MOORESVILLE — A Support Group for
Parents Who Have Lost a Child of any age
neets the second Monday of each month at 7

p.m. at St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley
School Rd. We draw strength from others'

"protected, loved and educated."

However, many children lack a

stable and loving family, he said.

"Even worse, there are little ones

who have been profoundly hurt by

the violence of adults through sexual

abuse, prostitution, forced begging,

involvement in the sale and use of

drugs, conscription, etc.," said Arch-

bishop Fitzgerald.

The tragedy of HIV/AIDS also

has brought immense suffering to

many children's lives, he said.

The archbishop said Buddhists

and Christians should mobilize their

"forces and resources," and if Bud-
dhists and Christians help children

"governments, civic bodies and all

people of good will, through our own
example, can be inspired to greater

involvement in the welfare of all

children."

experience of loss and grief For more in-

formation, call Joy at (704) 664-3992.

MOORESVILLE — Seniors ages 55 and

up are invited to St. Therese Church, 217
Brawley School Rd., the second Saturday

of each month following the 5:30 Mass
for Senior Games Night, featuring games
and a potluck dinner. Call I3arbara

Daigler at (704) 662-9752 for details.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

SYLVA — St. Mary Church is in the

initial stage of forming a court of the

Catholic Daughters of America. Women
from neighboring parishes, ages 18 and

older, are welcome to join. For more in-

formation, contact Angie Erst at (828)

488-6560 or Pat Pickering at (828) 497-

4999.

WAYNESVILLE— St. John the Evan-
gelist Church, 234 Church St., offers Ado-
ration ofthe Blessed Sacrament the first Fri-

day of every month following the 9 a.m.

Mass until 4:15 p.m. For information,

call the church office at (828) 456-6707

or Christine Ryan at (828) 926-1331.

SYLVA— St. Mary Church offers Adora-

tion ofthe Blessed Sacrament the first Satur-

day of every month following the 9 a.m.

Mass until 3 p.m. For information, call

(828) 586-9496.

Is your parish or school having an event?

Please submit notices for the Diocesan

Planner at least 1 5 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704)370-3382.

Pope calls for renewed missionary zeal

based on love for Eucharist

Episcopal
calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

VlayS— 9 a.m.

Baccalaureate Mass

BelmontAbbey College

Way 10— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confinnation

3t. Aloysius Church, Hickory

i/lay 12— 7 p.m.

5acrament of Confinnation

Holy Spirit Church, Denver

May 14— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confinnation

St. Therese Church, Mooresville

May 16— 12 p.m.

Sacrament of Confinnation

St. John Neumann Church, Charlotte

May 17— 7:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Queen of the Apostles Church, Belmont

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
John Paul II called for renewed mis-

sionary zeal based on a "constant re-

lationship" with the Eucharist.

In his message for World Mission

Sunday 2004, the pope said the

church's mission of evangelization

was "still only at the beginning" even

after 2,000 years of service.

"The social and religious chal-

lenges facing humanity in our day
call believers to renew their mission-

ary fervor. Yes. It is necessary to re-

launch mission 'ad gentes' with cour-

age," he said in his written message,

released by the Vatican April 29,

ahead of World Mission Sunday,
which will be celebrated Oct. 24 in

most dioceses.

Addressing this year's theme,
"Eucharist and Mission," the pope fo-

cused on the importance of the Eu-
charist in sparking and sustaining

the call to spread the Gospel.

He asked, "How could the church

fulfill her vocation without cultivat-

ing a constant relationship with the

Eucharist, without nourishing herself

with this food which sanctifies, with-

out founding her missionary activity

on this indispensable support?"

The keys to helping the church

fulfill that vocation are dedicated

priests — "apostles who are 'experts'

in the celebration, adoration and con-

templation of the Eucharist," he

wrote.

The pope said that the Eucharist

is vital for men and women mission-

aries.

"The Eucharist is the comfort and

the pledge of final triumph for those

who fight evil and sin; it is the 'bread

of life' which sustains those who, in

turn, become 'bread broken' for oth-

ers, paying at times even with mar-
tyfdem their fidelity to the Gospel,"

he said.

The pope made an appeal to the

faithful to help support "spiritually

and materially" the church's apostolic

activities by the pontifical mission so-

cieties so that "through their contri-

bution, the proclamation of the Gos-
pel may reach all peoples of the

earth."

Through the stained glass

CNS PHOTO BY Mike Crupi, Catholic Courier

Amanda Zielinski of Pike Stained Glass Studios in Rochester, N.Y., carefuliy removes

lead from a window that is being restored for Sacred Heart Cathedral in Rochester.

Windows were being re-leaded and cleaned by the studio this spring as part of the

cathedral's renovation. According to studio owner Valerie O'Hara, stained-glass

windows are low-maintenance but should be restored about every 100 years to

maintain structural integrity.

THIS MONTH IN -1917

OURLADYOFFATIMA
Beginning May 13, 191 7, three Portuguese children received apparitions of Our Lady. Mary

asked them to pray the rosary and gave them three secrets. The ifirst concerned devotion to the

Immaculate Heart of Mary. The second was a vision of hell.

Pope lohn Paul II directed the third secret to be revealed in 2000; it spoke of a 'bishop in

white' being shot with bullets and arrows. Many people linked this to the assassination attempt

against the pope May 1 3, 1 981

.



4 The Catholic News & Herald

FIGHTING FOR LIFE
May 7, 2004

New poll shows growing shift

toward pro-life position

ABORTION, from page 1

for the first, first and second, or all three

trimesters of pregnancy.

Asked if they considered them-

selves "pro-life" or "pro-choice," 49 per-

cent said pro-life while 45 percent said

pro-choice. By a 61-34 percent margin,

poll respondents said abortion should

not be permitted after the fetal heart-

beat has begun.

Zogby interviewed 1,209 Ameri-

cans by telephone. The poll's margin of

error was plus or minus 2.8

percent. It was made public April 23

in Washington.

By even greater margins:

— Sixty-five percent agreed that

abortion should not be permitted after

fetal brainwaves are detected; 28 percent

disagreed with that statement.

— Seventy-four percent said tax dol-

lars should not be used to pay for abor-

tion, whOe 22 percent said they should.

— Seventy-seven percent favored

laws requiring that before they have an

abortion, women who are 20 or more
weeks pregnant be given information

about fetal pain caused by an abortion.

Sixteen percent disagreed.

Carol Tobias, political director for the

National Right to Life Committee, which

commissioned tlie poU, said "only 13 per-

cent of the public" supports the "extreme

position" taken by leaders of the April 25

March for Women's Lives of"abortion on

demand throughout pregnancy."

She made her comments at a Wash-
ington press conference where the poll

results were released.

In the poll, 25 percent of those sur-

veyed favored abortion for any reason for

the first trimester; 4 percent approved of

abortion for any reason during the first

two trimesters; and 13 percent favored

abortion at any time during pregnancy.

PoU results also indicate a greater

pro-life stance among Afiican-Americans,

Hispanics and young people.

Twenty percent of those polled were

ages 18-29. Of this group, 60 percent said

abortion should never be legal or be legal

only when the mother's life is in danger or

in cases ofrape and incest, as opposed to 39

percent who favored abortion for any rea-

son during the first trimester, the first and

second trimester, or all three trimesters.

Of all those surveyed, Afi-ican-Ameri-

cans accounted for 1 1 percent of respon-

dents; Hispanics made up 8 percent.

Of the African Americans, 62 percent

said abortion should never be legal or be

legal only when the mother's life is in

danger or in cases of rape and incest; 38

percent favored abortion for any reason

during the first trimester, the first and

second trimester, or all three trimesters.

Among Hispanic respondents, the mar-

gin was 78 percent to 2 1 percent.

"A poll released last year by UCLA
showed that just a slim majority of 54

percent of college students support abor-

tion, down from 67 percent a decade ago,"

said Cathy McLeod, mid-Atlantic re-

gional coordinator for Ainerican CoU^
gians for Life.

'The abortion lobby has failed to cap-

ture the hearts and minds of college

women my age because they offer us one

choice: abortion," she said.

Cathy Cleaver Ruse, director ofplan-

ning and information for the U.S. bishops'

Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities, talked

about other numbers related to abortion

that have not yet been quantified.

"After 31 years we know almost

nothing about abortion's impact on
women's health, on marriages, or on sur-

viving siblings. We don't even know with

certainty how many children have died,"

Christian falhcrhood St. Joseph's Covenant Keepers

What: Men's Conference

Who: Steve Wood

When: Thursday, May 13 7-9;30pm

Where: St. Barnabas

109 Crescent Hill Dr.

Arden, NC 28704
828.684.6098

Price: $20
Info: Randy Warrick
828.890.0501

Directions: Off 1-26, take Exit 40

at Arden Ajrport. Go east 2 miles

to Hwy 25. Turn right at signal.

Proceed 1/2 mile. Turn right at

Sunbeam Bakery.

BECAUSE THERE IS NO
7TII INNING STRETCH..

MEN'S CONFERENCE
"Passing the Torch:

The Four Quarters of Fatherhood"

Feathering during the first quarter:
- Keys to fathering during the early years

- How discipline works

fathering during the second quarter:
- How to raise your sons to be real men
- Successful fathering of daughters

Fathering during the third quarter:
- Motivating older teens

- Keeping teens out of trouble

- Creative alternatives to the dating scene

Feathering during the fourth quarter:
- How to help your daughter avoid a big

mistake in choosing a husband
- How to prepare your son to be a great

husband and father

PRO-LIFE STANCE
Recent polling shows a greater pro-life stance

among young adults and Hispanics

abortion should be illegal...

all adults

adults 1 8-29

26 ''>>'

IHI160"/°

Hispanics

40

in all coses except when the mother's

life is in danger or in

coses of rape or incest

From April 2004 survey of 1,209 Americans with

an error margin of plus or minus 2.8 percent.

Source: Zogby International © 2004 CNS Graphics

Ruse said. "Legalized abortion has been

an unchecked, unstudied experiment."

She cited a 2003 study by the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Prevention

showing that "multiple abortions are now
the norm."

Ruse added, 'The survey didn't ask

why these abortions occurred," but she

referred to an Alan Guttmacher Institute

study from the late 1980s that suggested

some reasons.

"The two overarching reasons that

women have abortions are a lack of finan-

cial and emotional support," she said. "In

other words, women abort their babies

because they need practical help and

emotional support, and no one will give

it to them."

Come /o/n us for fi/n, foo(i and treasures!

ART AUCTION—PLUS estate jewelry and sports memorabilia!

Sponsored by Knights of Columbus #1 0852 May 1 5, 7 - 1 0 pm

Framed artwork by Wyeth, Moses, Rockwell and

others provided by Ross Calleries of Holbrook, NY

$10 - includes hors d'oeuvres
and a drink

St. Matthew Church — New Life Center

80 1 5 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., Charlotte

info: Greg (704-844-6663)

Gene (704-542-6417)

Icol

le

ltdic

Cathouc
SOCIAl

1 123 South Church St.

Charloitp, NC 28201

www.rssiK .org

Executive Director:

Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227
Refugee Office:

Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930
justice & Peace:

Joe Purello(704) 370-3225
Special Ministries:

Gerard A. Carter (704) 370-3250

Charlotte Region: 1123 South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203
Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801
Area Director: Sister Marie Frechette (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 62 1 W. Second Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27108
Area Director: David Harold (336) 727-0705
Greensboro Satellite Office: (336) 274-5577
High Point Hispanic Center: (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.
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NewVietnamese
church dedicated

AROUND THE DIOCESE
The Catholic News & Herald 5

DEDICATION, from page 1

Vietnamese Church dedicated by Bishop

Peter J. Jugis during a special Mass May
2. The celebration included fireworks

and a festival featuring Vietnamese mu-
sic and food.

"Even "though the culture may be

foreign to some Catholics in the Diocese

of Charlotte, the parish of St. Joseph

Vietnamese is another wonderful ex-

ample of God's presence in our world,"

said Bishop Jugis.

"The growth ofthe Vietnamese com-

munity and this church is testament that

wherever the seed of Jesus Christ is

planted, good things will grow," he said.

Concelebrating the Mass with

Bishop Jugis was Father Peter Tan Van
Le, pastor; Msgr. Mauricio W. West,

vicar general and chancellor; Capuchin

Father Stan Kobel, parochial vicar of St.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

A colorful procession makes its way to

the churcli's entrance before tfie

dedication Mass May 2.

Thomas Aquinas Church; visiting

clergy Msgr. Francis Pham Van
Phuong; Msgr. Peter Nguyen Van Tai;

and other Vietnamese priests.

The dedication was a visyal pag-

eant, featuring native Vietnamese dress,

music and expression of worship. Wide-

eyed children peered around parents for

glimpses of the procession to the church.

Smiling men and women donned tradi-

tional costumes of celebration. Balloons,

banners and drums accentuated the din

ofexcitement.

After Bishop Jugis cut the ceremo-

nial ribbon across the church's entrance,

firecrackers exploded as parishioners

and guests filed into the modern church

that features a tabernacle, altar, baptis-

mal font, Stations of the Cross and furni-

ture fi-om Vietnam.

The $1.8 million facility, which in-

cludes offices and an education center,

totals almost 22,300 square feet. The
worship space can accommodate 725

people, more than double the existing

church that connects to the new facility.

Despite all the room, worshippers

overflowed into the church's vestibule,

the cry room and the old church, where

the Mass was shown on closed-circuit

television.

The Vietnamese Catholic commu-
nity began in 1981 as a mission pro-

gram of three churches. Our Lady of the

Assumption, Our Lady of Consolation

and St. Ann. The 20 or so original Viet-

namese families were political refugees,

resettled in North Carolina by a number
of humanitarian organizations including

Catholic Social Services.

Many of the Vietnamese Catholics

had been imprisoned by the Commu-
nists for their beliefs prior to coming to

Charlotte in search ofjobs and religious

fi-eedom, said Father Tan Van Le.

The priest, who was imprisoned for

13 years and had to celebrate Mass in

secrel, came to Charlotte fi-om the Dio-

cese ofVinh Long in Vietnam via a dioc-

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship
• Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping

• Meal preparation • Medication reminders

^Hoine
instead
SENIOR CARE*

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

704-344-0801 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated.

Jha 3'JuimiMjan Cmisih
Catholic Gift & Book Store

Hours:

9am - 5pm
Men- Fri

1st Communion— veils, missals, rosaries, gifts

Conrirmation— special, unique gifts

Daily and Sunday missals

(336) 273-2554 233 N, Greene St. Greensboro, NC 27401

Bishop Peter J. Jugis prepares to cut the

ribbon across the entrance of St. Joseph

Vietnamese Church before the

dedication Mass May 2.

esan sponsorship.

The parish continued to grow and

purchased a Baptist church in 1998.

Then-Bishop William G. Curlin dedi-

cated the church and cultural center in

November 1999.

The church's congregation has since

blossomed to 385 families. The Viet-

namese community in the 46-county

Diocese of Charlotte is now estimated at

9,200 people.

"We have the first Vietnamese
church in Charlotte, and our community
is growing," said Neilson Chung, a pa-

rishioner. "We are very proud of what

we have done."

"The church allows Charlotte's Viet-

namese community to have a place of

worship, a place of education for young
people and a place for us to preserve the

mother language, tradition and morals

of our culture, " said Father Tan Van Le.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray hy

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.

Photos by Kevin E. Murray

Children cover their ears while

processing Into the church as

firecrackers explode In celebration of

the dedication Mass May 2.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more on the history of St. Joseph

Vietnamese Church, please see the

Parish Profile on page 16.

Please pray for the

following priests wtio

died during the month
of May:

Rev. Henri Blanc 1972

Rev. William McSliea 1 973

Rev. Francis J. McCourt 1 982

Rev. Edward C. Smith 1 983

Rev James A. Stuber 1 985

Rev. James E. Noonan 1 992

Rev. Msgr. Micliael O'Keefe 1 994

Rev Edmund Kirsch 2001

Rev Ramon Berg 2003

Sponsored by the Kriights of Columbus
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PRECIOUS CARGO

Week to appreciate

school bus drivers

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The best part of

Patrick Lxjftus' day is seeing the kids.

"I greet them every morning by

name," he said.

A school bus driver for

Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools for

almost two years, Loftus and the other

drivers will be honored during School

Bus Driver Appreciation Week May 10-

16.

'The drivers are a big asset," said Ty
Canipe, MACS transportation director.

'They're the first and last person the

students see every day. If the driver

starts the students' day positive, their

whole day may be positive."

Canipe oversees 14 school buses for

the eight MACS schools and a half a

dozen for Bishop McGuinness Catholic

High School in Kernersville. The drivers

"all take their jobs very seriously," he

said.

'They take pride in their job respon-

sibilities, including keeping the bus clean

inside and out," said Canipe. "But most

of all they take a very professional ap-

proach when it comes to dealing with the

parents, school staff and the students."

"Being on time is very important,"

said Regina Horne, a driver of eight

years. "Many parents depend on it."

The drivers begin their day at 5:30

a.m. by reporting in and checking their

buses for mechanical problems. They
complete morning runs by about 8:30

a.m.

They return around 2:30 p.m. and

most drivers finish between 5-5:30 p.m.

"However, on many days if the traf-

fic is not cooperative, the last bus may
not return until well after 6 p.m.," said

Canipe.

The drivers also are called upon to

transport classes on field trips, an aver-

age of four a day, "from the mountains to

the zoo," said Canipe. "The motto for the

department is 'you call, we haul.'"

During the spring and fall, the num-
ber of field trips can get as high as 10-12

per day, he said.

Because of the traffic congestion and

pollution in Charlotte, the MACS trans-

portation department encourages par-

ents to utOize the school buses.

"Yearly cost is $650, a bargain con-

sidering the cost of fuel and time spent

on the road," said Canipe.

Gov. Michael Easley proclaimed

School Bus Driver Appreciation Week
because "every month of the year,- in

darkness and daylight, bitter cold and

brutal heat. North Carolina's school bus

drivers travel thousands upon thou-

sands of miles on everything from dirt

paths to multilane highways in order to

deliver our precious school students to

their places of learning and then home
again."

Easley proclaimed AprU 25-May 1,

2004 to celebrate the week, but Canipe

said MACS chose to celebrate their bus

drivers the second week of May.
"We're having a lunch for them on

May 1 1 , and a little something special

planned each day," he said. "The schools

are welcome to do something for them,

too."

Loftus likes to do kind things for the

students — such as give them good
news.

"On Friday, or before a holiday, I

tell them the bus will not be in opera-

tion tomorrow," he said. "That usually

gets a cheer."

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese. org.

MACS SCHOOL BUS FACTS

13 full time drivers. 1 part-time substitute.

850 MACS students ride buses each day:

— 550 at Holy Trinity Catholic Middle

School;

— 150 at Charlotte Catholic High School;

— 1 50 at St. Mark School, Our Lady of the

Assumption School, St. Ann School and St.

Patrick School.

MACS buses travel an average of 1 00 miles

each day.

t, ort e
PRIMF, RA TE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

/'// help malize your home m)tiershif) dreams.

No Payment
until

July 20oai

NO
Out-of -Pocket

Closing Costs

Consolidate

High-Interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

LOW Interest

s Interest-only

Programs

ft

.ittJ/L tS} "Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

'interest niie shown is Prime (-1%), minus l/'IX, based on H0% or less t.TV. Subject to uiirlenvriling conditions.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Driver Regina Horne welcomes students aboard her school bus outside St. Patrick

School in Charlotte May 4.

Pickups are as far away as Rock Hill, S.C.;

Weddington; and Davidson ( Lake

Norman). Possible future pickups may in-

clude Gastonia and Belmont for Charlotte

CatholicHighSchool.

The average experience of the 14 MACS
drivers is 7.5 years. Nearly 25 percent of

the drivers are retirees. Many go the whole

school year without an absence.

Each driver is CPR certified. Workshops

are held quarterly to keep drivers up to

date on vital safety issues. All drivers are

certified by the state of North Carolina.

|

OHE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley WfUl's's!

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as If it were your last!

"A treasure trove ofheavenlyperceptions! LUSCIOUS, TENDER, ATTUNEDTOTHE
EAR OFTHE SPIRIT. Last Kiss gives lasting pleasure to allages and every walk of life!"

—Rev. James Sheehan, author of The Father Who Didn't Know My Name

To order, mail check or money order (no credit cards) to:

Pilgrim Puhlisljing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, NC 28277

$13.95
plus $2.50 shipping

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E* Independence Blvd., CfaarloUe

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

Driverswanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing CouldBe Finer" Members ofSt. Gabriel

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer,sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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Crossing the border

Migrants regroup at Tijuana

cliurcli-run slielter
BY JASON LANGE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

TIJUANA, Mexico — As darkness

descended, Juan Balerio nervously went

over his plan to cross an arid stretch of

mountains into the United States.

First, he would buy a gallon of wa-

ter and several boxes of crackers. The
hike can take anywhere from eight

hours to two or three days, so food and

water were important.

Then, at 8 p.m., he planned to take a

bus to the outskirts ofTijuana to a moun-
tainous slum caUed "Nido de las AguUas,"

or the Eagle's Nest. That's where the

border fences end as rolling hUls give way
to dusty crags. Balerio said that with a

little patience and luck he would be in San

Diego the next afternoon.

"If I survive," he said with a smUe.

The 22-year-old has illegally crossed

the border near Tijuana three times since

he left his impoverished home town in

central Mexico at age 15 in search of

work, and he is aware of the dangers.

Speaking from the staging ground

of his plan, a Catholic migrant shelter in

Tijuana called Casa del Migrante, he

said: "It can get very cold or very hot,

and there are many snakes. You hear

stories about people dying."

By the hundreds.

Deadly crossings

Last year alone, more than 400 mi-

grants perished trying to cross the 2,000-

mile border that divides the United States

and Mexico, according to migrant groups

that keep tabs on the deaths.

Most died ofexposure as they braved

deserts and mountains. Others suffocated

after migrant smugglers locked them in

sweltering truck traDers. Many drowned
swimming the Rio Grande.

The deaths amount to a small por-

tion of the estimated 300,000 Mexicans
that cross illegally every year.

C
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Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbtis
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Above: Migrants chat in the courtyard of Casa del l^igrante in Tijuana, (Mexico,

April 19. The center, run by Scalabrinian missionaries, offers temporary shelter to

travelers migrating to the United States through the Tijuana border crossing. Below:

Migrant workers pray before the evening meal at Casa del Migrante April 19.

Around Balerio, some 30 men with

worn clothes and tired faces walked
about the migrant shelter's central

courtyard. Most of them had traveled

hundreds of miles to cross the border

before running out of luck in Tijuana.

"Many were robbed and were sleep-

ing on the streets before coming here,"

said Scalabrinian Father Luis

Kendzierski, who runs Casa del

Migrante.

Desert shelter

Casa del Migrante, run by
Scalabrinian missionaries, provides hot

meals, showers and a place to sleep for

about 80 migrants each night. Since its

founding in 1987, Casa del Migrante

has sheltered some 130,000 migrants.

Residents can stay for two weeks.

Father Kendzierski knows many plan

their next move— usually an attempt to

cross the border.

Doctors come to the shelter twice a

week, usually to treat blistered feet or

Serving the Carolinas
for more than 23 years!

Confirmation &
First Communion Veils,
Cards & Special Gifts

h ==\\— CAR^OLINA CATHOLIC ~
m BOOKSHOPPE m

I' —'i

704r342-2878

FAX (704) 334-33 13
44 1 0-F Monroe Road,
Charlotte, 28205

We welcome mail orders
AND special orders!

Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 5:30 pm
Sat 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

www.carolinacatholicbooks.com

wounds from a beating.

"Thugs here know all too well mi-

grants arrive with money to pay the

coyote," or migrant smuggler, said Fa-

ther Kendzierski.

The shelter's staff also works to edu-

cate the migrants on sexually transmit-

ted diseases and drug addiction, ills often

not found in their home communities

but more common along the border and

in the United States.

Father Kendzierski and another

priest offer spiritual guidance to the mi-

grants, who are mostly Catholic.

Originally founded to assist Italian

migrants arriving in the United States

and South America in the late 19th cen-

tury, the Scalabrinians now operate mi-

grant shelters in 25 countries, including

France, Australia, the Philippines and

the United States.

Searching for work
Most of the migrants who pass

through Casa del Migrante hope to cross

the border, said Father Kendzierski. The
shelter also assists migrants from other

parts of Mexico drawn to work in

Tijuana's many factories.

Julian Toledo, 23, said at least

Tijuana has electricity and jobs, some-

thing his home town in the mountains of

southern Oaxaca state does not have.

"I dorCt want to leave my country,"

Toledo said.

The young men sharing the bench

with Toledo do not hesitate to ridicule him.

"In Tijuana you'll earn .$10 or .$1,'5 a

day," Franci.sco Santiago, a one-time

construction worker in San Francisco,

told Toledo. "Up there (in America) you

can make that in an hour."

Jobs are relatively plentiful in

Tijuana, where the North American
Free Trade Agreement triggered a

boom in low-wage, low-skill factory jobs

in the 1990s.

The factories send vans to the mi-

grant shelter every morning looking for

people to work their assembly lines.

Oscar Sandoval earned 150 pesos

(US$13) earlier in the day at a food

processing plant. That money wOl not

go far in Tijuana, where living expenses

are higher than in the rest of Mexico.

"They tell us that should be enough

to rent a room, buy food and pay for bus

fare to work," Sandoval said.

A week earlier, Sandoval was earn-

ing $ 1 8 per hour as a truck driver in Los

Angeles. He was deported after police

discovered he did not have a valid

driver's license.

"If I return and they catch me, the

border patrol agents said I'd do two
years in a federal prison," Sandoval said.

High stakes

About 16,000 foreign migrants, or

10 percent of the U.S. federal prison

population, are currently locked up for

migration offenses— namely illegal bor-

der crossings, according to statistics

from the U.S. Federal Bureau of Prisons.

U.S. migration authorities said

Sandoval could re-enter the United

States after one year; the Sonora state

native plans to do his best in Tijuana

until then.

Father Kendzierski said about 40

percent of the migrants who come to

Casa del Migrante are deportees,

dropped off by U.S. Border Patrol agents

in Tijuana.

Those with family in the United

States try to convince relatives there to

pay a migrant smuggler's fee— usually

$1,000-$ 1,500.

Those who cannot raise the money
might try to cross anyway, although

they risk jail time if caught on multiple

occasions.

"I'm going to try one more time

tomorrow," said 31 -year-old Caspar
Torres after returning from the food pro-

cessing plant.

The money he earned during the

week would be enough for food and

water for his hike from Nido de las

AguOas and for a bus to Los Angeles, if

he is not caught.

"I'll be praying that they don't catch

me," he said.

LOCAL OUTREACH

For Hispanic outreach efforts in the

Diocese of Charlotte, see coverage

on pages 8-9.
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Diocese of Charlotte reaches out

to Hispanic immigrants

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Misael Vacca Ramirez of Yopal, Columbia, and Father Jose Juya, Hispanic

apostolate at St. Michael Church in Gastonia, lead a procession honoring the Lady

of the Rosary of Chiquinquira outside the church Sept. 13, 2003. Many parishes

are finding different ways to reach out to the diverse Hispanic cultures In their

churches.

WELCOMING THE STRANGER'

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — As Hispanic

ministry in the Diocese of Charlotte

moves forward, ministry leaders and His-

panics are looking back and reassessing

their needs.

The diocese's three-year Hispanic

Pastoral Plan is being reviewed to ensure

its success in light of the U.S. bishops'

November 2002 document, "Encuentro

and Mission: A Renewed Pastoral

Framework for Hispanic Ministry."

'That document has some very im-

portant aspects of Hispanic ministry that

the bishops are asking us to focus on and

take into consideration," said Franciscan

Sister Andrea Inkrott, director of dioc-

esan Hispanic Ministry.

"We're also halfway through the plan

and we wanted to stop and see how we
were doing, and what we can be doing

with the new focus that the bishops asked

us to consider," said Sister Inkrott.

The Hispanic Pastoral Plan 2002-

2005, an updated and diocese-focused

version of three previous national His-

panic pastoral plans developed by the

National Conference of Catholic Bishops,

was adopted by the Diocese of Charlotte

in November 2002 after almost a year of

meetings of Hispanic ministry coordina-

tors, social service personnel, vicars

forane and Hispanic community leaders.

With the growing number of His-

panics in the Diocese of Charlotte— esti-

mated to be more than 203,000 — the

Hispanic Pastoral Plan addresses their

ever-developing pastoral, health and hu-

man services needs. Diocesan members
will review the plan at the Catholic Con-

ference Center May 19.

'The immigrants who are arriving in

North Carolina are bearers of gifts," said

Sister Inkrott. "If I look at persons who
are different from me as objects of fear or

suspicion, I will miss seeing the gifts that

they offer and I will be the poorer for it."

An idealhome
Hispanic Catholics are quickly be-

coming the majority in the 46-county

Diocese ofCharlotte.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis discussed the

Hispanic growth with Pope John Paul II

during a private audience March 29, part

of the bishop's "ad limina" weeklong visit

to the Vatican.

Bishop Jugis described the warm
reception Catholics in the diocese

have given to the Hispanics living in

western North Carolina. The pope ex-

pressed surprise that so many had

come to the diocese.

"I told him that there are many
people moving into our area f)ecause of

the job opportunities and the quality of

life," said Bishop Jugis. "I also told him of

the efforts of diocesan priests to minister

to the Latino population."

In order to help meet the growing

needs of the Hispanic population, Father

Julio Cesar Dominguez and Father Jose

Enrique Gonzalez-Gaytan, both natives

Jugis in September 2003, a month before

his ordination as bishop. The meeting

allowed the bishop to become famUiar

with the priests and their needs, and dis-

cuss the Hispanic Pastoral Plan.

Parishes with strong Hispanic con-

gregations throughout the diocese have

begun Spanish-language Masses and

Hispanic ministries. Recent church dedi-

cations have featured bilingual Masses

and celebrations.

But the Catholic Church is chal-

lenged to develop ministries that respond

to the needs of Hispanics coming from

different countries with different tradi-

tions despite their common heritage.

"A mariachi Mass is not for Sal-

vadorans or Argentines or Chileans,"

said Ronaldo Cruz, executive director

of the U.S. bishops' Secretariat for

Hispanic Affairs.

In January 2003, the U.S. and Mexi-

can bishops issued their first joint pasto-

ral letter pledging cooperation on pasto-

ral care ofmigrants. Within the Diocese of

Charlotte, parishes are finding ways to

welcome the diverse Hispanic cultures.

Gastonia has a strong Colombian

presence, according to Sister Inkrott. Fa-

ther Jose Juya, Hispanic apostolate at St.

Michael Church, invited Bishop Misael

Vacca Ramirez of Yopal, Colombia, to

lead a special Mass for Colombians hon-

oring the Lady of the Rosary of

Chiquinquira at the Gastonia parish in

September 2003.

"Every Latin American country has

a version ofMary," said Juan Garcia, a St.

Michael parishioner. He likened the Lady

of Chiquinquira to the Lady of

Guadalupe, who helped convert millions

chance to draw strength fi-om each other

in their faith."

To coincide with an annual fiesta

honoring the Lady of the Incarnation, the

patron saint of Aquacatan in Guatemala,

the large Guatemalan population of St.

Charles Borromeo Church in Morganton

held a weekend celebration April 30-May
2. Father Kenneth Whittington, pastor,

and Father Luis Ixcoy, a priest from the

Diocese of Huehuetenango in Guatemala,

participated in the celebrations.

"It's important to serve the people in

your parish and increase our awareness

of what the church really is, which is

unity," said Father Whittington.

The Diocese of Charlotte and
Belmont Abbey provided grants to help

Lissette Westover, a St. Michael parishio-

ner, establish La Casa Latinoamericana

de las Carolinas at Belmont Abbey in

2003. La Casa provides interpretation,

translation and other services, as well as

doctor and job referrals.

Continuing efforts

Diocesan offices of Catholic Social

Services continue to address the needs of

Hispanics around the Diocese of Char-

lotte.

Since 1990, Casa Guadalupe, a CSS
program with offices in Winston-Salem

and Greensboro, has provided critical

services and information to the Pied-

mont-Triad Hispanic community, includ-

ing helping immigrants achieve legal,

permanent residency and citizenship.

Between the two offices, Casa

Guadalupe assists an estimated 60O-700

people per week, according to Lisa Re3ma,

program director.

"Immigration, interpreting, translat-

ing — anything where language is a

barrier, we help with," said Re3Tia. "We
defend the rights of those who can't speak

for themselves."

For its efforts, in 2002 Casa
Guadalupe was honored with a Defend-

ers of Justice Award in the Grassroots

Empowerment category, given by the

North Carolina Justice and Community
Development Center.

Casa Guadalupe participated in N.C.

United Power's First Statewide Assem-
bly in Durham April 25. More than

1,400 delegates from across North Caro-

lina, representing more than 30 countries,

discussed issues including a repeal of the

new DMV policy restricting driver's li-

censes to immigrants and expanded bi-

lingual services.

The Hispanic Center ofHigh Point,

a CSS program originally located in

Christ the King Church, provides

classes, counseling, individual and
group therapy, victim assistance and

child and youth services.

Program Esperanza, a program of

the CSS Charlotte Regional Office that

grew out of a partnership with United

Way of Central Carolinas in 1997, helps

link Hispanics to community resources

and services such as English classes,

health care, employment, immigration

services, school and legal representation. .

Uniting overdividing

'The right to emigrate also certainly

exists," said Pope John Paul II in a De-
cember 2003 message for the 2004 cel-

ebrations ofWorld Day for Migrants and

Refiagees.

Marked by Catholics on different

days in different countries, the United

States celebrated National Migration

Week Jan. 4^10 of this year.

The earth and its resources belong to

all people, the pope said, and while gov-

ernments have a right to regulate migra-

tion, people have the right to seek safety

and dignified lives for themselves and

their families abroad.

While people may be afraid of the

impact immigrants will have on their

country and economy, overcoming the

fear and welcoming newcomers (as

brothers and sisters) is a contribution to

peace all are called to make, he said.

"If the dream of a peacefial world is

shared by many and if the contribution of

migrants and refugees is valued, human-

ity can become increasingly the family of

all and our Earth (can become) a real

common home," the pope said.

"If one promotes a gradual integra-

tion of migrants while respecting their

identities and safeguarding the cultural

patrimony of the population welcoming

them, one reduces the risk that immi-

grants will concentrate in one area, creat-

ing real ghettoes," he said.

Isolation fi"om one's neighbors and

from the culture of the host country, he

said, "sometimes ends up increasing the

desire for a gradual conquest of the terri-

tory," which creates further tension.

When peoples of different races, reli-

gions and cultures live side by side and

work or study together, the pope said,

they have an opportunity to discover

"values common to every culture capable

of uniting rather than dividing."

Catholic News Service and Karen A.

Evans contributed to this story.
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BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS

Task force forming to

address Hispanics' needs
BY JOANITA M.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Catholics are con-

tinuing to reach out to Hispanics in

western North Carolina.

"The Western Region Office of

Catholic Social Services (CSS/WRO) is

spearheading a task force which is the

outgrowth of a Latino Steering Commit-
tee (LSC) that has met monthly for net-

working," said Debra Braese, CSS/
WRO's area director.

The LSC meets, Braese said, "in re-

sponse to concerns expressed by par-

ishes about Hispanic needs and is the

Western Region Office's way to explore,

collaborate and find solutions."

LSCs May 19 meeting at St. Eu-

gene Church will include the steering

committee plus pastors, parishioners

and anyone else who is a member of or

interested in working with the Hispanic

community in CSS/WRO's service area:

western North Carolina, from
Alleghany, Wilkes, Caldwell, Burke and

Rutherford counties to the Tennessee

border.

"The meeting May 19 will be to see

if we want to move fi-om networking to

advocacy and, if so, how Catholic Social

Services can help that," said Ada
Volkmer, CSS/WRO immigration spe-

cialist. The meeting is for anyone "who
wants to get together to brainstorm

about creating ways to break down bar-

riers that Latinos face."

The meeting will explain what the

LSC does and where there are gaps in

services to western North Carolina's

Hispanic population.

"The Latino Steering Committee
has always been hosted and moderated

by CSS," Volkmer said.

LSC is made up of western North

Carolinians who want to work with His-

panics. Included are health department

employees. Realtors, Girl Scout leaders,

legal aid staffers. University of North

Carolina at Ashville students and educa-

tors, among others.

LSCs database contains about 250

names, with 25-30 people attending

meetings the third Wednesday of each

month at CSS/WRO's office at 50 Or-

ange St. in Asheville. They network and

share concerns and event announce-

ments. Sometimes guest speakers

present programs, such as updates in

various areas of the law.

Concerns include the need for more
education about the fact that Hispanics

in western North Carolina come from

many countries, not just Mexico.

"Community advocates have re-

ported that Puerto Ricans (who are U.S.

citizens) have been asked for their Mexi-

can birth certificates," Volkmer said. "Or

birth certificates from countries other

than Mexico are regarded as fake."

No reservations are required to at-

tend the May 19 meeting. Anyone want-

ing to stay after the meeting to mingle

and get acquainted should bring a bag

lunch and something to drink. For more
information, call Ada Volkmer at (828)

258-2617, ext. 22.

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or e-

mailjnell@4net.net.

WANT TO GO?
The Latino Steering Committee's first

meeting is IVlay 19, 10-11:30 a.m. at

St. Eugene Catholic Church, 1

Culvern St., Asheville. Directions: Exit

5 off 1-240, turn right at end of exit. Go
about 1 1 stoplights to intersection of

Beaverdam Road. Turn right, then

make the first left. The church is at

the end of the street.

Migration en masse
The U.S. Census Bureau estimates

that 52 percent of the nation's 32.5 million

foreign-born population in 2002 came
rom Latin America. While the entire for-

;ign-born population comprises only 11.5

jercent of the U.S. total, the massive flow

rom Latin America is radically changing

Jie demographics of the U.S. church.

Hispanics are estimated to constitute

ibout 40 percent ofthe current U.S. Catho-

ic population and their number is pro-

ected to continue growing. Latin Ameri-

ans plus U.S.-bom Latinos make Hispan-

cs the fastest growing ethnic group in the

J.S. church.

The church's attitude toward immi-

^ants is expressed by a 2000 document

)y the U.S. bishops: "Welcoming the

Jtranger Among Us: Unity in Diversity."

The infusion ofso many Latinos, espe-

ially clandestine flows across the U.S.-

(4exican border, has raised concerns
imong some groups — accelerated since

he terrorist attacks of Sept. 11 — for

tighter border controls.

The Center for Immigration also

raises the issue that so many Spanish-

speaking immigrants may form a closed

community hindering "assimilation and

integration of immigrants by creating a

critical mass necessary to foster linguistic

and spatial isolation."

Ronaldo Cruz, executive director of

the U.S. bishops' Secretariat for Hispanic

Affairs, discounts such concerns. Immi-
grants are highly motivated, coming to

better their lives and they know that they

have to learn English to succeed, he said.

'They will become English-speaking.

If the first generation doesn't, the next

generation wUl speak English," he said.

The same is true of adapting to U.S.

ways of doing things and to incorporating

U.S. values, said Cruz.

"People are born in different countries,

but their kids are as American as can be,"

he said.

— Catholic News Service

ELDIADELOSNINOS

Children's Day celebrated in Canton

BY JOANITA M.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

CANTON — Just for the kids,

Immaculate Conception Church held

its first El Dia de los Ninos.

El Dia de los Ninos (Children's

Day) is celebrated in Latin American
schools on April 30. (Several Asian

countries also celebrate Children's

Day.) Immaculate Conception's El

Dia de los Ninos roared into action

May 2, with 31 preteen children,

their parents and older siblings piling

into the balloon-festooned church hall

after Father Shawn O'Neal celebrated

a Hispanic Mass.

The day is especially tailored for

children up to sixth-grade age.

Rainy weather put a crimp in the

planned outdoor games, but everyone

enjoyed chocolate cake and Neapoli-

tan ice cream in the church hall. The
children also received small bags of

sweets and toys.

A story in the Idaho Press-Tri-

bune last year, shortly before Idaho

became the first state to have an offi-

cial Children's Day, noted that, "El

Dia de los Ninos began in Latin

American countries as a day to recog-

nize youth. It is widely celebrated in

Mexico, where movie theaters show
free movies, ice cream flows freely and
kids dress up in costumes and parade

through town."

Martha Calderon was at Im-
maculate Conception with her chil-

dren. She recalls that in her native

Mexico, teachers also dressed in cos-

Photo Br Joanita M. Nellenbach

Nicole Castro, 3, collects a bag of toys

and treats from the other kids during

the El Dia de los Nifios celebration at

Immaculate Conception Church April 30.

tumes the children chose. They de-

molished pinatas and played musical

chairs and hide-and-seek. There was
a special lunch, with sweets later in

the afternoon.

"It was a whole day from begin-

ning to end devoted to the children—
games and food," she said. "The whole

day was nothing but for the kids."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

Photo by Joanita t^. Nellenbach

Veronica Martin feeds chocolate cake to her 10-month-old son Alexander, held by

his father, Aristeo Martin, during the El Dia de los Nifios celebration at Immaculate

Conception Church April 30.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Spanish Benedictines'

'Cliant' CD returns
BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The music

world has had to deal with its share of

pop stars who would just as soon make
their music and then be left alone.

But nobody takes it to the level of

the Benedictine Monks of Santo

Domingo de Silos in Spain, who re-

corded their Gregorian chants between

1973 and 1979 while maintaining their

cloistered lifestyle.

It took more than a decade, but the

monks' chants caught on. The first wave

of success came from their native Spain.

That was followed in 1994 by top- 10

status for "Chant" on Billboard's pop

charts for eight weeks; it spent 25 weeks

atop Billboard's classical music chart.

Before the phenomenon subsided,

"Chant" had sold 3 million copies over

two years. And it's still selling at a clip of

about 300 copies a week, according to

Mark Forlow, vice president of classics

for EMI Classics and Virgin Classics,

which distribute the monks' recordings

on the Angel label.

In a telephone interview from New
York, Forlow told Catholic News Ser-

vice that at the peak of the "Chant" craze

"I remember there were reporters who
were showing up at the door of the mon-
astery, and the monks just wishing

they'd go away."

Also, Forlow recalled, "there were

certain monks who were no longer with

the order who came out of the woodwork
and said, "We want to be paid!"'

Forlow said the craze was fueled by

an Associated Press story about the

Spanish success of the monks' music

"that seemed to run simultaneously in

every newspaper available."

The "Chant" success story resulted

in three additional CDs of chant music

that also was recorded during the 1970s

by the Santo Domingo de Silas monks. A
feminine counterpart to the monks' mu-
sic was released, also by Angel, called

"Vision: The Music of Hildegard von

Bingen" by Emily Van Evera and
Benedictine Sister Germaine Fritz.

And before it was all over, popular

greeting card artist Sandra Boynton,

who had studied Latin at a Quaker day

school, put together the Ad Hog
Camerata for a gentle porcine spoof

called "Grunt: Pigorian Chant from
Snouto Domoinko de Silo."

Now, the monks' original music is

returning. EMI-Virgin's Spanish sub-

sidiary, which started the "Chant" mad-
ness, developed a "greatest hits" compi-

lation of sorts for European audiences—
selling 300,000 copies — and offered it

to EMI-Virgin in the States.

Forlow said EMI-Virgin tweaked it

somewhat, using new liner notes and

cover art, and has named it "Chant: The
Anniversary Edition," a two-CD set. It

was to be available in record stores May
4, retailing for the cost of a single CD.

"We've got almost everything from

the original 'Chant' as well as material

from the last three albums," Forlow told

CNS. He added that only the original

"Chant" and its immediate successor,

"Christmas Chants," are still available,

but the other two albums are not.

Forlow said the first "Chant" ben-

efited from the "stress-busting" trends at

the time. He added the 10th anniversary

edition will be marketed to religious

bookstores as well as publications that

focus on meditation and healing.

'We're certainly going to look to the

Christian community to get the word
out again," he said.

But any sales that come will have to

be generated by the quality of the music.

The Benedictine Monks of Santo
Domingo de Silos continue to be un-

available for interviews.
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WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MAY 16, 2004

MsY 16, Sixth Sunday
ofEaster

Cycle C Readings:

1) Acts 15:1-2, 22-29

Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8

2) Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23

3) Gospel: John 14:23-29

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

About 1 5 years ago when I was
pregnant with our second child, I was
completing a master's thesis— no small

feat with a husband, a household, a 4-

year-old, a job and no word processor.

What made it all possible was the tre-

mendous .support I received from family

and friends.

A sister-in-law stepped in with child

care one day a week, friends gave me a

key to their house so I could use their

computer day or night and my husband

took over household chores. They lifted

numerous burdens so that I could finish

my degree before baby No. 2 came
along.

It's hard to overestimate the positive

impact of burdens lift:ed, whether those

encumbrances are physical, psychologi-

cal or social. A person freed from unnec-

essary burdens is one free to dream, to

create, to achieve and to love.

Both the readings from Acts and

from the Gospel of John highlight the

presence of the Holy Spirit as having

this effect. The apostles are prompted by
the Spirit to reduce religious restrictions

for the gentile converts. Jesus gives the

Spirit to free our hearts from the burden

of fear.

Every time you or I lighten the load

ofanother human being, we are acting in

the power of the Spirit. The amazing
truth is that oft:en what we perceive as

small, inconsequential words or actions

have great capacity to make another's

life less burdensome. I'm sure that my
colleagues don't realize how much their

words of encouragement and their daily

acts of kindness free me to be my best

self, and yet this happens daily.

St. Paul says in Galatians 6:2: "Bear

one another's burdens, and so you will

fulfill the law of Christ." The law oi

Christ is life in the Spirit and the lifting

of burdens in a variety of life-giving

ways.

Questions:

How has someone lifted a burden for

you, and in what way did that free you?

What is one burden that you can lift for

another today?

Scripture to Illustrate:

"It is the decision of the holy Spirit

and of us not to place on you any burder

beyond these necessities" (Acts 15:28).

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 9 - MAY 15

Sunday (Fifth Sunday of Easter), Acts 14:21-27, Revelation 21:1-5, John 13:31-33, 34-35; Mon

day (Bl. Damien Joseph of Moloka'i), Acts 14:5-18, John 14:21-26; Tuesday, Acts 14:19-28, Johi

14:24-31
;
Wednesday (Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, St. Pancras), Acts 15:1-6, John 15:1-8; Thurs

day, Acts 15:7-21, John 15:9-11; Friday (St. Matthias), Acts 1:15-17, 20-26, John 15:9-17; Saturda

(St. Isidore), Acts 16:1-10, John 15:18-21

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 16 MAY 22

Sunday (Sixth Sunday of Easter), Acts 15:1-2, 22-29, Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23, John 14:23-31

Monday, Acts 16:11-15, John 15:26-16:4; Tuesday (St. John I), Acts 16:22-34, John 16:5-1

Wednesday, Acts 17:15, 22—1 8:1, John 16:12-15; Thursday (Ascension of the Lord), Acts 1:1-1'

Ephesians 1 : 17-23, Luke 24:46-53; Friday (St. Christopher Magallanes and Companions), Act

18:9-18, John 16:20-23; Saturday (St. Rita of Cascia), Acts 18:23-28, John 16:23-28
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'Laws' breaks rules

ofattraction

CNS PHOTO FROM New Line Cinema

Two rival divorce lawyers (Julianne Moore and Pierce Brosnan) wake up married

after a drunken evening and must continue as opposing attorneys on a bitter

court case while carrying on a spousal charade in the underwhelming romantic

comedy "Laws of Attraction." Implied sexual encounters following inebriation,

Impersonation of a cleric, a few crude expressions and an instance of profanity.

The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-lll — adults. The

Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG-13 — parents are strongly

cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children under 13.
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SftCoach Systems

Convention Services

Airport

Hotel

City Tours
Groups

Long & Sfiort Tours
Beach Vacations
Games
Sports

Special Events

Fax 704-532-7661 www.ktctransportation.com

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

'

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into yom home to pro\'ide iiomecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened. ir\ A c An Ar\^ r\
/U4-D4V-4UiU

E-mail us at Jill. Stewart@ VisitingAngels. com

'Godsend' is anything but

Cloningdilemma lostin standard

ghost-storydevices

BY DAVID DiCERTO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — When a tragedy

takes their young son's life, a couple strikes

a Faustian bargain to get him back, with

unforeseen consequences, in the cautionary

thriller "Godsend" (Lions Gate).

Fueled by the debate surrounding ad-

vances in reproductive technologies, the film

touches on important issues concerning bio-

ethics and the moral implications of artifi-

cially creating human life. But while tlie

questions raised are thought-provoking, tlie

only thing tlie movie itselfprovokes in view-

ers is the urge to check their watches.

Greg Kinnear and Rebecca Romijn-

Stamos star as Paul and Jessie Duncan, a

couple whose lives are shattered when
their 8-year-old son, Adam (Cameron
Bright), is killed in a traffic accident. Robert

De Niro plays Richard Wells, an enigmatic

geneticist with the incredible offer to clone

Adam and give them back their happy life.

The couple resettles near Wells' God-
send Fertifity Clinic, and they sever all ties

with their former life to keep the illegal

procedure secret. Jessie is fertilized with

stem cells carrying Adam's DNA, and

soon after gives birth to second "Adam."

As Adam reaches his eighth birthday— the age his duplicate died — things

begin to take an ominous turn. He starts to

have vivid nightmares, and his lovable

personality darkens, revealing a sinister

streak.

Adam's cryptic references to "another

boy" spark fears that he is somehow "re-

membering" things fi-om the first Adam's

life, forcing Paul and Jessie to come to

terms with their decision and setting in

motion a series ofchilling revelations about

Wells' shadowy past.

Kinnear and Romijn-Stamos both

convincingly convey the devastation of

losing a child, allowing viewers to empa-

thize with their pain-prompted decision.

However, Catholics should be careftjl not

to interpret such emotional commi.seration

as justification for condoning their course

ofaction.

The film wisely relies on subtlety and

suggestion to create an atmosphere ofpsy-

chological suspense. The movie is fijU of

allegorical references and images that un-

derscore the themes explored. Adam, an

obvious allusion to Genesis, is the first

child ever successfiiUy cloned.

Unfortunately, after an intelligent

setup, the story's philosophical pretensions

quickly give way to spooky atmospherics

and standard ghost-story devices which

detract fi-om the central moral dilemma

posed. The rickety script's emotionally un-

satisfying ending leaves too much unre-

solved.

The church teaches that medical sci-

ence does not have the moral right to do

something simply because that something

is now doable — especially when that

something denies the sacred dignity of the

human person, and reduces humans to

mere objects which can be manipulated.

Due to a sexual encounter, a problem-

atic theme of cloning, recurring profanity,

sporadic crude language and some scary

sequences, the USCCB Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is A-III —
adults. The Motion Picture Association of

America rating is PG-13 — parents are

strongly cautioned. Some material may be

inappropriate for children under 13.

DiCerto is on the staff"of the Officefor

Film & Broadcasting ofthe U.S. Cotference

ofCatholic Bishops.

Your Child's Education...

An Important Decision!

We offer:

Grades K-5

Small class size

Foreign languages, music & art

A classical euniculum with

emphasis on traditional Catholic

teachings

Affordable tuition

We welcome allfamilies wlio wantan

academic& spiritualeducation in an

environment thatpromotes learningand *

fonnation ofvirtue and character.

*ieieie*ie*itie*ie1t*it*1rieieieitkit*****it*ie*******ieit*

Centered on Christ
Focused on Excellence

Call nowto guarantee your child'^s enrollment . Space is limited!

704-841-2292

V\s\X us on the mbsX:m¥iv.d/esseefs3crsme/rt3cademy. org

Conveniently located behind Windsor Square in Matthews, NC with easy access from 1-485

A private academy Independent of Charlotte diocesan schools.
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THIS MONTH IN -1994
BISHOP BEGLEY CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY
Bishop Michael J. Begley celebrated the 60th anniversary of his priestly ordination in May 1 994. As

a young man in Massachusetts, Bishop Begley mentioned to the parish assistant that he "might want

to become a priest ... to take care of the (Catholic) Church." That very weekend, he met Bishop

William J. Hafey of North Carolina. Eight years later, the future bishop was a priest serving in the

mission territory that would become the Diocese of Charlotte.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL
SEEKING PRINCIPAL

St. Joseph Catholic School in Columbia, S.C., is accepting applications for

principal of the parish elementary school, grades K4-6. With 360 students

and a staff of 33, St. Joseph is well supported by its parish family and

enjoys an excellent student to teacher ratio. The school has provided its

students with a strong foundation in academics and Catholic spiritual beliefs

for 47 years and has an active parent-feacher organization, family events,

athletics and after school activities. Located in a pleasant neighborhood, the

school and church were recently renovated to accommodate parish growth

and expanded activities. Successful candidates should possess:

• A Master's degree in School Administration (or Administration courses)

• Eligibility for South Carolina elementary principal's certificate

• At least five years teaching experience

• A philosophy of inclusiveness

• Active and practicing Catholic

• Elementary School Experience

Applications are due May 21, 2004.

Please send a letter of introduction, resume and three references to:

Rev. Msgr. Charles Rowland, St. Joseph Church

3600 Devine St., Columbia, SC 29205 • StioeCHR@aol.com

Salary is negotiable, visit www.stjosdevine.com

For additional information, contact: Mary Kay Rushman, 803-254-7646 ext.8

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CAREGIVERS: CAREGi\ing is a Joy! Join us

in making a difference in the lives of the elderly.

Non-medical companionship and home care.

Flexible, part-time, day, evening and weekend
hours available. Car needed. Home Instead Se-

nior Care. Call 704.344.9739.

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION: Dy-
namic and welcoming faith community seeking

experienced Director of Faith Formation with

master's degree in religious education. Send
resume and a statement of your vision of Faith

Formation to: St. Paul the Apostle Catholic

Church, Faith Formation Search Committee,
2715 Horse Pen Creek Road, Greensboro, NC
27410; fax (336) 294-6149; e-mail

Jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org.

PRE-K TEACHER: Asheville Catholic School

is seeking an experienced, NC certified Pre-K

teacher for the 2004-2005 school year. A prac-

ticing Catholic with Catechist certification is

preferred. Please mail resume and copies of your

teaching certificate and diploma to: Principal,

Asheville Catholic School, 12 Culvern Street,

Asheville, NC 2SS04

SOCIAL WORKER: Room At The Inn, a

Catholic maternity home located in Charlotte is

.seeking a full time Lead House Manager. Posi-

tion requires strong managerial, organizational,

and interpersonal skills with a minimum of a

BSW and 5 years experience. Reporting directly

to the Program Director, this position is re-

sponsible for the daily operation, organization,

and management of the 6 mother/6 baby
group home and supervision of two house man-
agers. Fax resume to Executive Director at

704-521-275 1. Visit our Web site at

www.rati.org.

YOUTH MINISTER: Dynamic and welcom-
ing faith community seeking experienced
Youth Minister with bachelor's degree. Send
resume and a statement of your vision of

Youth Ministry to: St. Paul the Apostle Catho-

lic Church, Youth Minister Search Committee,

2715 Horse Pen Creek Road, Greensboro, NC
27410; fax (336) 294-6149; e-mail

jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org.

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans

at best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 845-1416.

VAN: Dodge 99 Maxi - 1 ton. Church or school

van. 65,00O miles. Front-rear air. Stereo. Full

power. White. Super clean@ 704-309-5666.

FOR RENT

CONDO: Hilton Head, 2 BR/2 BA Condo,
roof-top pool, steps from beach, Coligny Plaza

area. (502) 454-4324.

WANTED TO BUY

ORGAN: Looking for older model Hammond
organ. 704-641-1910.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($1 2 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 1 23 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

DIRECTOR
OFFICE OF CHILD AND YOUTH PROTECTION

The Archdiocese of Atlanta is seeking a Director for the Office of Child and

Youth Protection. The responsibilities of this position include providing

education, resources and support on child abuse and its prevention

throughout the Archdiocese of Atlanta. The qualified candidate will hold a

Master's degree or equivalent in counseling or social work. Experience

working with victims and survivors of abuse is needed. Knowledge of the

Catholic teachings and of community resources and referrals for child abuse

required. Please submit resume to:

Cathy Hood, Secretary for Human Resources

Archdiocese of Atlanta

680 W. Peachtree Street, NW
Atlanta, GA 30308

Fax # (404) 885-7497 or e-mail: catholicjobs@archatl.com

PRINCIPAL - IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY SCHOOL
HIGH POINT, NORTH CAROLINA

The Catholic Community of Immaculate Heart of Mary in High Point, NC seeks

an energetic, highly motivated individual with vision and initiative. Founded in

1947, Immaculate Heart of Mary is a K-8 parochial school with a long-standing

tradition of excellence. At a current enrollment of 255, IHM is literally bursting

at the seams with students and excitement. We pride ourselves on being one of

the most technologically advanced Catholic educational facilities in the

Diocese of Charlotte. We look forward to seeing the construction of a new

school on the grounds of our new church in the future.

Applicants must be practicing Catholics possessing or pursuing a master's

degree, preferably in educational administration or curriculum instruction.

The successful candidate will have at least 5 years' experience in a

Leadership position, and have experience with school management, human

resources, and instructional leadership. This candidate should currently hold

or be capable of attaining a NC Principal's Certificate. Of utmost importance

is a commitment to excellence through dedication to the school community.

We seek a compassionate, caring individual with the leadership skills

necessary to inspire his/her faculty, parents, and students. Contract start

date is July I, 2004.

We offer a comprehensive benefits package which includes medical, dental,

and life insurance, 403B retirement incentives, and paid vacation and

holidays. Salary is commensurate with education and experience. Interested

candidates should send a resume, written philosophy of education, and

references - ASAP to Principal Search Committee, 605 Barbee Ave, High

Point, NC 27262. Resumes may also be faxed to (336)884-1849 or sent via

e-mail to nachter@ihmchurch.org.

ASSISTANT CAMPUS MINISTER

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, located in the TRIAD area of Nort;h

Carolina, is searching for an additional full-time campus minister to work

with an established yet growing ministry. If you are a Catholic adult with a

degree in liberal arts including some course work in education, scripture and

spiritual development and/or two years or more of practical experience as a

youth or campus minister, please consider this opportunity.

BMCHS has an established campus ministry program, which is responsible for

supervising all liturgical activities, retreat programs, community service and

peer ministry programs.

We need an energetic, highly motivated and deeply religious person to help

direct our young people toward a meaningful, life-affirming journey with Christ.

The position's starting salary is competitive. We also offer life insurance and

an exceptional health benefits plan, plus paid holidays. If interested, please

contact George Repass, Principal, Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School,

1725 NC Highway 665, Kernersville, NC 27284. Phone: (336)564-1010
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Introducing Pennybyrn

Along the wooded cove of

High Point City Lake,

God's handiwork is everywhere.

Worship in our

Meditation chapel

Discover nature's

beauty while

v/alking our trails

Learn a new craft

in our

woodworking shop

On-site

maintenance brings

fast repairs

Pets are always

welcome

Choices of flexible

financial options

The new Pennybyrn at Maryfield will offer an exciting,

customizable retirement lifestyle unlike any other in the

Piedmont Triad region. New and elegantly-appointed

apartments and cottages spread amidst 66 acres of

magnificent trees and rolling hills! To reserve or learn more,

Call (336) 886-4103.
Toll Free l-(866)-627-9343.

73eKIMVBVRKl
Y F I L D

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God.

Catholic-Lutheran dialogue

ends one phase

DIALOGUE, from page 1

document on "The Church as

Koinonia of Salvation: Its Structures and

Ministries"— which includes 10 recom-

mendations to the churches— was to be

made public May 5.

At a joint celebration and worship

service April 23 at the Cathedral of St.

John the Evangelist in Milwaukee,
Bishop Maahs said the adoption of the

document "really is kind of a culmina-

tion. In many ways, (it is) buUding on

the foundation of the work that has been

done in the past by theologians and

scholars of both of our communions."

He reiterated earlier comments by

Bishop Sklba about the friendships that

have developed fi"om the dialogue.

"Those who work so closely to-

gether (are) kind of a model of the way in

which the two faiths can celebrate our

oneness in Christ and our understand-

ing of the Gospel which is so similar,"

Bishop Maahs said.

Wood said the basic church struc-

ture is the congregation for Lutherans

and the parish for Catholics. The congre-

gation or parish, in turn, belongs to a

regional structure, such as a synod (for

Lutherans) or a diocese (for Catholics).

While Lutherans have no equiva-

lent to the Catholics' national structure,

such as the U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops, both have worldwide struc-

tures — the Lutheran World Federa-

tion, defined as a communion of

churches, and the "universal church" un-

der the direction of the pope.

For Lutherans, Wood said, "the con-

gregation is considered to have the full-

ness of church." In Catholicism, the dio-

cese is the basic unit of church.

LEARN
ROSARY MAKING

Call for catalog & introductory offer

or visit

www.rosaryparts.com

LEWIS & COMPANY

800-342-2400

P.O. Box 268-K, Troy, NY 12181

"Lutherans don't have a well-devel-

oped theology of the episcopacy, and

Catholics don't have one of the parish,"

she said.

Michael Root, a Lutheran seminary

professor, said while some might say the

10th round of dialogue "deals with inter-

nal structures rather than the needs of

the real world" the talks were changed

by the signing in 1999 of a Lutheran-

Roman Catholic declaration on justifica-

tion, in which both churches agreed that

people are saved by grace alone.

"How does a Christian stand before

a righteous God? That was 'the' issue of

the Reformation," Root said. "Now this

needs no longer divide Lutherans and

Catholics."

Root added that "the remaining

problems deal with church ministry and

authority. Lutherans and Roman
Catholics can't share Eucharist because

of differences over appropriate eucharis-

tic ministers. The ministry issue is at the

heart of what divides Lutherans and

Roman Catholics nationally and inter-

nationally."

"These questions seem trivial, lower

in the hierarchy of truths, not essential to

the faith yet in some ways more diffi-

cult," he said. 'TSTot being able to solve it

is more of a rub. Ecumenism is about

relationships between churches — con-

crete communities, real people."

Structural questions about people

and actions they take, he said, require "a

certain minimum agreement about

structure. It's where the ecumenical ruh-

ber meets the institutional road."

Bishop Maahs said the next step in

the dialogue is to recommend a topic for

the 1 1th round to both traditions' advi-

sory boards, but "we're still in the pro-

cess ofworking on that right now. I can't

tell you what that might be."

Previous rounds included discus-

sions of Mary and the saints, Eucharist,

papal primacy, baptism, teaching au-

thority. Scripture and tradition, justifi-

cation by faith, and the Nicene Creed.

anic

istems
LLC

Call 70+->>+-?7i7 todatj

Wc care for t^our environment rsaturallt)!

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We have been very pleased with the readers' response to our ad in

The Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number

ofpublications and none has produced the interest and response we've received

from The Catholic News & Herald.
"

— Jill B.Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angels

OlTHQLIC
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CALL TODAY for low rates to tell over 125, 000 readers

every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332
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Perspectives

Resurrection of

the body

A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Body to be .

respected, not

worshipped

During a recent retreat in

Toronto, I perused a local newspaper
and was struck by an article about a

woman "nipped, tucked for 18 years."

Indeed, the woman "has spent as

many years creating a new body as

she did living with the old one."

The article catalogues the

woman's 18-year quest to achieve

happiness with her appearance from
her first plastic surgery at 18 years

old (breast reduction). Since then, she

has undergone the following proce-

dures: "a brow lift, Botox injections

for forehead frown lines, laser vision

surgery, blepharoplasty (eyelid tight-

ening) for droopy eyelids, carbon di-

oxide laser beam treatments for dark

under-eye bags, electrolysis for upper

lip hair, adult braces, dental bleach-

ing, microdermabrasion (skin sand-

ing) for acne scars, liposuction under

her chin, upper abdomen, stomach,

upper buttocks and inner thighs, a

tummy tuck, cellulite treatments and
varicose vein removal."

In all, the woman admits to

spending "somewhere in the ballpark

of $40,000 on cosmetic surgery,

about what her ... degree in business

administration cost." And, if asked,

she would say that "reshaping her

body has been worth more to her

than training her mind."

This story is not all that unique

in our western society. The article

states "new statistics show 2003 was
a banner year for the [plastic sur-

geryj profession, with double-digit

increases in everything from facelifts

to fat injections to plump up sunken

skin. And the upward curve shows no
sign of falling." Indeed, the prevailing

secular culture, which is so often

dominated by trends and fads, sees its

disfigured image in the mirror and is

attempting to perfect it at all costs.

Such is the popularity behind the

"reality" television show "Extreme
Makeover" (which I have not seen,

but is mentioned in the newspaper
article). Considering that plastic sur-

gery itself is not intrinsically evil,

what is fundamentally wrong with

this obsession with appearance?
Rather than delivering a theological

treatise on the resurrection of the

body, I seek to demonstrate the prac-

ticality of the Catholic belief in the

resurrection of the body and life ever-

lasting, a timely topic for the Easter

Guest

Column

FATHER
MATTHEW
BUETTNER

Guest Columnist

season, a timely topic for our world.

Let us begin with the truth that

has been professed since the Twelve
Apostles: "I believe in the resurrection

of the body and the life everlasting."

In the fifth century, St. Augustine

commented, "On no point does the

Christian faith encounter more opposi-

tion than on the resurrection of the

body" (Catechism of the Catholic

Church, 996). This fundamental, yet

controversial belief has informed and

shaped Catholic faith and practice for

2,000 years. Belief in the resurrection of

the body is rooted deeply in the cleans-

ing and restorative power of baptism.

But we must first take into account the

state of man before baptism.

Created in the image and likeness

of God, man is an integral union of

body and soul (CCC 362). The whole

human person, body and soul, dam-
aged by original sin, is afflicted by sin

and death and in need of redemption

by Jesus Christ through the sacra-

ments of the Church (CCC 405; 1122-

1130). Beginning in baptism, the body
and soul are cleansed of original and

personal sin and are therefore, per-

fected, consecrated, set-apart; hence,

the body becomes a "temple of the

Holy Spirit" (CCC 1265).

Consequently, the baptized per-

son, body and soul, continues to be

sanctified throughout life by the other

sacraments: anointed with sacred

chrism in Confirmation, nourished by

the body and blood of Christ in Holy
Communion, forgiven in the sacra-

ment of penance, healed in the sacra-

ment of anointing of the sick, etc. Both

the body and the soul are redeemed
and sanctified by God in the sacra-

ments. It is this truth that governs

Catholic doctrine and practice. It is

this truth that forms the basis for the

Catholic "golden mean" (navigating

safely between two extremes).

In the Catholic "golden mean," the

body is considered good, consecrated

and therefore, must be respected. We
are stewards of our bodies, since they

are a divine gift. We ought to eat and

drink and exercise in moderation,

carefully avoiding extremes.

Less than 100 years ago, journal-

ist G.K. Chesterton wrote a prophetic

Humans, all creation are

part of God's plan for

salvation, pope says

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Human be-

ings are not bits of dust randomly
scattered in the universe, but were
created by a loving God and are des-

tined for salvation in Christ, Pope
John Paul II said.

At a May 5 general audience
threatened by rain, the pope offered

what he said would be the first of

several reflections on the hymn to

Christ in St. Paul's Letter to the

Calossians.

The canticle proclaims that all

things created in heaven and on earth

were created in Christ and that

Christ reconciled all creation to him-
self through his sacrifice on the cross.

"In the hymn," the pope said,

"there emerges the great figure of

Christ, Lord of the cosmos."

The canticle proclaims that God
is at work in every aspect of creation

through his Son, the pope said.

"He also is the lord of the history

of salvation, which is manifest in the

church and is accomplished by 'the

blood of his cross,' the source of peace

and harmony for humanity," he said.

Pope John Paul said the canticle

reassures believers that everything in

creation and everything in history is

subject to God's power and that Christ

will triumph no matter what happens.

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

"In this way, the hymn paints a

stupendous fresco of the universe and
of history, inviting us to trust," he

said.

"We are not a useless speck of

dust lost in a senseless space and
time, but we are part of a wise plan

flowing from the love of the Father,"

the pope said.

Speaking in Polish, the pope said,

"The whole world that surrounds us,

and especially the human person, car-

ries in itself the fingerprint of the eter-

nal word of God and, simply by its

existence, it witnesses to God and his

love."

At the end of the audience, the

bishops of Michigan and Ohio joined

Pope John Paul in blessing an esti-

mated 12,000 people in St. Peter's

Square.

The bishops were in Rome for

their "ad limina" visits, which bishops

make every five years to report on the

status of their dioceses. I

WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Heraldwelcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters

be originals of 250 words or less, and pertain to recent newspaper content or

Catholic issues.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address

and phone number of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be

condensed due to space limitations and edited for clarity, style and taste.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, ore-mail catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

A

statement for our day: "The true reli-

gion of today does not concern itself

with dogmas and doctrines. It con-

cerns itself almost entirely with diet."

Many people are religious about

their diet and appearance. With tre-

mendous zeal and fervor, many even

"evangelize" about the benefits of

their respective diets. And certainly

we have sufficient examples of this

extreme in our society (thank you
multimillion dollar diet industry, et

al). So, the obsession with the body's

perfection is tempered by the belief

that the body is created to be per-

fected by grace in this life and enjoy

final perfection in heaven.

But the opposite extreme is to be

avoided as . well. The body is indeed

sacred and has an eternal destination

and purpose. We should avoid ex-

tremes of food and drink and smok-

ing, which often increase our attach

ment to bodily pleasures.

Indeed, the body, though deeply

wounded by original sin and imper-

fect in appearance, is perfected and

sanctified by our Lord. As a result,

the body is considered good and is to

be respected; the body is not, how-

ever, a god and is not to be wor-

shipped.

Putting t\\e belief of the resurrec-

tion of the body into practical appli-

cation means avoiding two extremes;-

obsession with appearance or health fkaij

on the one hand and blatant disre-

gard on the other. Only by following

the "golden mean" will we ensure

eternal happiness and possibly savf

ourselves $40,000 in the meantime.

Father Buettner is parochial vicar 4]

St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte.
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The strangers among us
"Him? Been here a few days I guess.

Not from around here; I couldn't under-

stand a word he said. The clerk down at

the builder's supply said he heard the

guy was trying to get work as a carpen-

ter."

What kind of a reception did Joseph

get when he and his family showed up in

some Egyptian town? We don't know
from Mattliew 2:13-15 what their refu-

gee lives were like.

I like to think their neighbors helped

the family settle in, helped Joseph find

work.

But what if they had a terrible time

in their new home? Maybe one of their

neighbors, another refugee from Israel

and one who'd learned to speak the local

language, said there'd been talk: "Just

what we need, another one moving in to

take our jobs," he'd heard someone say.

'Why don't these people stay home?
They don't have any right to be here."

"Both the Old and New Testaments

tell compelling stories of refugees forced

to flee because of oppression,"

Franciscan Father Thomas Betz writes

in "A Guide to Understanding Catholic

Social Teaching on Immigration and the

Movement of Peoples" (hereafter.

Guide), which the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops published in 2003.

Guide, based on the USCCB's
Welcoming the Stranger Among Us:

Unity in Diversity," published in

2000, is a resource your parish can use

Working

Matters

JOANITA M.
NELLENBACH
Guest Columnist

"as a study guide, discussion starter,

and guide to action

Oppression can be political or eco-

nomic. Whatever the reason. Catholic so-

cial teaching makes these points: migra-

tion is a right, nations can regulate their

borders and the regulation must be just.

As defined in Guide, the first prin-

ciple is that "People have the right to

migrate to sustain their lives and the lives

of their families."

Because we are all equal in God's

sight, we all have the same rights, as

Guide says, to "what is necessary for life

— food, clothing, shelter. Moreover, every

person has the right to education, medical

care, religion, and the expression of one's

culture."

"In many places people live in fear,

danger, or dehumanizing poverty,"

Guide continues. "Clearly, it is not God's

will that some of his children live in

luxury while others have nothing ....

When a person cannot achieve a mean-

ingful life in his or her own land, that

person has the right to move."

In a perfect world, ofcourse, all of the

earth's resources would be equally di-

vided and none of us would be scarfing up

more than our share (we would even be

willing to do with less so that others could

have more) but, since that hasn't hap-

pened yet, we have immigration.

However, the second principle states,

"A country has the right to regulate its

borders and to control immigration."

Guide explains that, "while people have

the right to move, no country has the

duty to receive so many immigrants that

its social and economic life are jeopar-

dized."

So, do these principles cancel each

other out? Not if read in the context ofthe

third principle: "A country must regulate

its borders with justice and mercy."

For instance, "A merciful immigra-

tion policy will not force married couples

or children to live separately from their

families for long periods." Yet, as Eliza-

beth Dudas said in "Making Room at the

Table," it normally takes five years for an

immigrant with residency status to bring

his or her family to this country.

How would similar immigration

policies have affected Jesus, Mary and

Joseph? Would they have been consid-

ered criminals because they didn't have

legal permission to live in Egypt? Would
they have had to live apart for years as

they struggled to establish residency?

Would they have been exploited because

they feared that if they complained they'd

be deported? What would their lives have

been like as "undocumented aliens"?

A column for dummies
I used to breeze by the section of the

bookstore that displays the "For Dummies"
books.

I'm sure you've seen the familiar black-

and-yellow covers with the words "For

Dummies" in a yellow chalk-like font to give

you the impression that you are in grade

school. Since the mascot ofthe book, "Dum-
mies Man," has a triangular face that looks

like an upside-down dunce cap, I assumed

the books weren't for me. That is until J
came across "Catholicism For Dummies."

At first glance it looks a littie insulting,

because as anyone at Mass will tell you,

Catholicism isn't for dummies. But two
priests, Father John Triglio and Father

Kenneth Brighenti, authored the book, so

surely it wasn't making flin of our religion.

And the book carries an Imprimatur, mean-
ing a church authority has reviewed it and it

is free ofdoctrinal error.

"Catholicism for Dummies" makes un-

derstanding the faith far easier than any
book I've ever read. The 'Tor Dummies"
books are written so that a casual reader can

find information fast The table ofcontents is

eight pages, the index runs for 19. You
know you are reading a good reference book

when you flip to a page and find something

that interests you and then leads you to

another topic. That happened to me several

times while glancing through the book.

The book is also flill of icons with titles

such as "From the Bible" and "Remember"
that direct the reader to important points.

Some of the catchy chapter and subchapter

tides border on blasphemy: "The Official

Scoop on Mary" describes the Blessed

Mother; the section on cefibacy is called

"Flying Solo for Life." Despite the attempt at

mirtli, the scholarship beneath the titles is

solid.

Father Trigifio of Marysville, Pa, and

Father Brighenti of Raritan, NJ., wrote the

book after being approached by an agent

The two, who have been friends since semi-

nary in the mid 1980s, are celebrities to

anyone who watches Eternal World Televi-

sion Network (EWTN), where they are

featured on the program "Council on Faith."

Their goal was to write a book that was

similar to the "Catechism of the Cathofic

Church," but was easier to read.

You'd be surprised at who is reading

the book. Although it was written for non-

Cathofics and non-practicing CathoUcs, the

two priests &ad that many Cathofics enjoy

the easy-to-read prose. The book is also

being used as a college textbook at Seton

Hall University and in RCIA courses

around the country.

"We've gotten very positive feedback

on the book especially from the parents of

fallen-away Catholics who say the book

helped their adult children come back to the

faith," said Father TrigUo.

'Part ofbeing a priest is to be a teacher,"

said Father Brighenti. "It's nice to live in a

technological age where we can useTV and

books to get out tlie good news of Christ."

The book has sold well. The "ForDum-
mies" series is one of the most successfijl

brands in book pubfishing with more than

950 tides in print The authors of "CathoU-

cism for Dummies" say tlieir book has sold

49,000 copies in its first year. The publisher,

Catholics &

the Media

DAVID HAINS
Guest Columnist

Wiley Publishing, won't discuss specifics

about sales but says the book is doing very

well.

Father Brighenti finds it all very hum-
bfing. "I'm just doing my job as a priest," he

said.

Father Trigifio feels the book is part ofa

renaissance. "In an uncertain world, with

the war and the economy as they are, people

seem to want to know the content of their

faith as well as the practice of it"

Both men donate their proceeds from

the book and others they have co-authored

— Father Brighenti to the Refigious Teach-

ers Fifippini, Father Trigifio to Sister An-

gefica and EWTN.
"Cathoficism for Dummies" has trav-

eled far. Father Trigilio sent a copy to Pope

John Paul II and received a note from the

pope's oSice congratulating the priests for

their ministry.

The next book tiiey are thinking about

has a working title of "The Papacy for

Dummies." I wonder how the Holy Father

would react to thatf

David Hams is the director ofcommu-

nicationsfor the Diocese ofCharlotte. Contact

him at dwhains@charlottediocese.org.

The intersection

of prayer and

fitness

Our Turn

THERESE J.

BORCHARD
CNS Columnist

Prayer gradually has been re-enter-

ing hospital rooms and doctors' offices

over the past decade. A number of recent

studies are stacking up in favor of faith

and spirituality in the healing process

and in the treatment of many illnesses,

diseases and psychiatric disorders.

But now prayer is going even fur-

ther into the world of health. Yoga stu-

dios and gyms are beginning to "see the

light," incorporating faith into various

fitness and wellness programs.

The most obvious -example is The
Lord's Gym. Founded in 1997 as an

alternative to the "meat market" envi-

ronment of most fitness centers, the

Lord's Gym fosters an "environment

where men and women can exercise

, without the discomfort of gawkers and

those flaunting their bodies openly."

Aiming to be a "morally wholesome" '

environment, the gyms play Christian

music, feature huge murals of Jesus car-

rying a cross, and include Scripture

cards on the treadmills, stationary bikes

and weight benches.

Members can participate in Chari-

ots of Fire (spinning), Praise and
Stretch, Stairway to Heaven (step aero-

bics) or Karate for Christ, among several

exercise programs. A cycling class takes

participants on a virtual trip through

the streets of Jerusalem.

Another example, the Ridgely Re-

treat facility in Annapolis, Md., began as

a place where people with arthritis could

exercise. However, now it offers every-

thing from Candlelight Yoga to retreat

rooms to a Creative Playhouse with

group activities for children.

The intersection of prayer and fit-

ness doesn't surprise me and many in

my generation. As a runner from the

time I was a^high school freshman, I've

always used that quiet time to pray (and

to distract me from the pain I feel at the

second mile). I'll either have a casual

conversation with God, recite the prayer

of St. Francis or say a novena.

When I ran around the University

of Notre Dame campus as a student, I'd

visit the grotto as my last water stop,

pause to say a prayer and sometimes

light a votive candle for a special inten-

tion. There I'd see a half dozen students

'doing the same at the beginning, middle

or end of their runs.

As a Catholic I've always befieved in

the power of prayer to heal. As someone

who enjoys food too much, I've always

exercised. And when I put the two to-

gether I feel twice as empowered. In an

age when we desperately need prayer

and exercise, it makes sense to combine

the two.
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St. Joseph Vietnamese Church
symbolizes religious freedom for

growing community

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

The new St. Joseph Vietnamese Church in Charlotte was dedicated by Bishop Peter

J. Jugis l^lay 2. The 22,300-square foot facility includes a new church, offices, an

education center and the original worship space.

CHARLOTTE— Many at St. Jo-

seph Vietnamese Church have
crossed oceans of water and endured

unbehevable hardships to build their

new church.

Immediately following the evacu-

ation of U.S. troops from Vietnam in

1975, some 135,000 Vietnamese —
mostly ex-military and government
officials who had worked for the

United States during the war, and
their families — fled to America.

In the nearly 30 years since

Saigon fell to the Communists, Viet-

namese have come to comprise the

largest population of Southeast Asian

refugees to have settled in the United

States. With their American-born chil-

dren, they number nearly 1 million.

Through worldwide humanitarian

efforts and sponsorships from Ameri-

can individuals and organizations, in-

cluding Catholic Social Services, Viet-

namese refugees received opportunities

to come to North Carolina.

Ministry to Vietnamese immigrants

developed in the Diocese of Charlotte

during the early 1980s, with the small

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinos

ST. JOSEPH VIETNAMESE
4929 Sandy Porter Road

Charlotte, N.C. 28273

(704) 504-0907

Vicariate: Charlotte

Pastor: Father Peter Tan Van Le

Parochial Vicar: Father Peter Pham
Number of Households: 385

Father Peter Tan Van Le

community gathering for Mass at Our
Lady of the Assumption Church, Our
Lady of Consolation Church and St. Ann
Church in Charlotte.

Charlotte's Vietnamese Catholic

community numbered about 20 fami-

lies when they chose St. Joseph as

their patron in May 1981. By 1988,

the community was 400 strong and

growing.

Through a diocesan sponsorship.

Father Peter Tan Van Le arrived to

serve as chaplain to the Vietnamese

community in April 1993 from the

Diocese of Vinh Long, which was
home to some 300,000 Catholics

south of Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.

Many members of the Vietnam-

ese Catholic community had been im-

prisoned by the Communists for their

beliefs prior to coming to Charlotte in

search of jobs and religious freedom,

said Father Tan Van Le.

Having been imprisoned for 13 years

and celebrating Mass in secret, Father Tan
Van Le came via a diocesan sponsorship.

In September 1994, the St. Jo-

seph community began meeting
weekly for Mass and other activities

at St. Ann Church. In May 1995, the

community received permission from
then-Bishop William G. Curlin to

build its own church.

Almost three years of enthusiastic

fund-raising activities ensued, and in

February 1998, the community pur-

chased the former Steele Creek Bap-
tist Church, a nearby house and the

surrounding property. The first Mass
was celebrated Aug. 30 of that year.

The 300-seat church served as a

cultural center for the 1,500 Vietnam-

ese Catholics in the Charlotte area at

the time, as well as the locality's

greater Vietnamese population of

close to 10,000.

The Vietnamese Catholic commu-
nity of Charlotte dedicated its new
church and cultural center Nov. 29,

1999. Then-Bishop Curlin
concelebrated the Mass with Father

Tan Van Le. The dedication Mass
and festivities, attended by some
2,500 people, crystallized a dream
which had been almost 20 years- in

the making.

The liturgy highlighted two days

of celebrating the dedication of St.

Joseph Vietnamese Church. Youth
activities, the sacrament of reconcilia-

tion and a Mass honoring Vietnamese

saints added to the weekend occasion.

Regular Masses celebrated in

Vietnamese continued over the years,

with Vietnamese-language classes be-

ing taught to children and catechism

classes in Vietnamese and English of-

fered to both children and adults.

Almost 2,000 people crowded the

new St. Joseph Vietnamese Church
dedicated by Bishop Peter J. Jugis

May 2, 2004. Like the previous

church's dedication, the event in-

cluded a weekend-long celebration

with traditional music, food and ex-

pression of worship.

The $1.8 million facility, which

includes offices and an education cea

ter, totals almost 22,300 square feet.

The worship space, featuring rell

gious items from Vietnam, can ac

commodate 725 people, more than

double the existing church that con-

nects to the new facility.

Masses in Vietnamese are cel-

ebrated daily, with perpetual adora

tion of the Blessed Sacrament Mon
day through Saturday.

The Vietnamese community ir

the 46-county Diocese of Charlotte i

now estimated at 9,200 people.
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Swiss Guard keep peace, protect pope

Corps unveils

plans forjubilee

celebration

BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY —
Don't be fooled by their de-

signer duds. Under those

bright, baggy bloomers and a

tilted beret stands a lean, mean
fighting machine as well as a

courteous helper oflost or curi-

ous tourists.

He is a Swiss Guard. He
stands at least 5 feet 8 inches

tall, is an ironclad Catholic of

irreproachable" character,

young and single, has clocked

in at least 19 birthdays and

usually no more than 30, and

he is Swiss.

He also has completed rig-

orous entrance requirements

and Swiss army training,

making him a member of an

elite guard who is ready at any

See SWISS, page 9

II

CNS PHOTO BY Alessia Giuliani, Catholic Press Photo

Swiss Guards fall into formation following Mass in St. Peter's Basilica May 6 at the Vatican. The

elite corps has begun marking 500 years of service. Established in 1506, the guard Is the oldest

still-active military force.

FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE

CSS brings orphaned

sisters to new family

Courtesy Photo

Marina and Olivia, sisters born and orphaned in Russia, show
their smiles. Through Catholic Social Services Western Regional

Office in Asheville, a midwestern couple adopted the sisters last

year.

By DAVID HAINS
Special to

The Catholic News & Herald

ASHEVILLE — The
smiles on their faces seem to

say it all.

Two giggly little girls,

arm in arm and happy. All ap-

pears to be right in their

smiley world. Their story, al-

though it has a beautiful end-

ing, isn't quite as simple.

The girls, Marina and
Olivia, are sisters who were

both born in Russia. Orphaned

after a house fire killed their

parents, one girl was seven, the

other five. As older children in

a country with hundreds of

thousands like them, their

See SISTERS, page 5
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Out of the shadows

CSS learns to spot trafficking

victims

I
PAGE'

Field of dreams

BMHS hosts Special

Olympics
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Journey into heritage

Black Catholics

commemorated, celebrated
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Pro-life official

praises FDA denial

on 'morning-after piir

BY NANCY FRAZIER
O'BRIEN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON —
"The voice of reason pre-

vailed" in the Food and
Drug Administration's May
6 decision to withhold per-

mission for over-the-counter

sales of the "morning-after

pill" marketed as Plan B, ac-

cording to the U.S. bishops'

chief spokeswoman on pro-

life issues.

"A drug which can de-

stroy human embryos and

increases health risks to

women and girls does not be-

long on the drugstore shelf,"

said Cathy Qeaver Ruse, di-

rector of planning and infor-

mation for the bishops' Secre-

tariat for Pro-Life Activities,

in a May 7 statement.

See PILL, page 17

Immigration

bili said to go

far in repairing

inadequate

system

LEGISLATION WILL

HELP CREATE LEGAL

AVENUES FOR MIGRANTS

BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON —
House and Senate Democrats

introduced a bUl May 4 that

the chairman of the U.S. bish-

ops' Committee on Migration

See BILL, page 14

Standing on faith

Woman helps migrants

live as amputees

I

PAGE 15
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SIGNS OF STIGMATA?

CNS PHOTO COURTESY OF DaVID IrION

David Irion observes the crucifix at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Marshall,

Alaska. Some parishioners claimed the crucifix began to bleed from the nail markings

during the Easter Vigil April 10. Bishop Donald J. Kettler of Fairbanks sent a

representative to investigate and later said the person "couldn't see any changes"

on the crucifix.

Reports of bleeding crucifix

bring piigrims to Alaslta
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (CNS) —

Reports that a crucifix started bleeding

fi-om classic stigmata points has drawn

visitors to a remote Alaskan village

church.

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church

in Marshall, an Eskimo village of about

360 people, has been abuzz since the

Easter Vigil, when a group of parishio-

ners say the church's main crucifix be-

gan to bleed from the feet, hands and

side.

Anna Polty, 73, and her friend

Sophie Shorty claim they saw some-

thing happening to the crucifix during

the April 10 Easter Vigil. A closer in-

spection after the vigil revealed the cru-

cifix was bleeding.

"Where they nailed his hands, and

on his feet and on that cut on his side it

was starting to bleed," Polty said. "His

knee starting to bleed too, and his elbow

too. Started sliding down, all that blood."

Polty and Shorty asked three re-

maining parishioners and the visiting

priest — Marshall does not have a resi-

dent pastor— to go look at the crucifix.

Everyone agreed something
strange was going on, Polty said. The
visiting priest was unable to be reached

for comment, but Polty said the priest

couldn't explain why the crucifix was

bleeding.

By Easter morning, the village was

astir with the reports, and locals poured

into the church to see for themselves.

Some noticed a change in the crucifix

and others didn't, according to Immacu-

late Heart parish administrator Clara

Shorty.

Over the next few days, people fi-om

surrounding villages started showing

up to pray and study the crucifrx. Clara

Shorty estimated that in the three weeks

after Easter, at least two dozen visitors

had flown into Marshall— there are no

roads to the village — some from hun-

dreds of miles away.

Bishop Donald J. Kettler of

Fairbanks, whose diocese includes

Marshall, sent a representative to check

out the crucifix a few days after Easter.

He said the representative "looked care-

fully and couldn't see any changes." But,

the bishop added, that report does not

mean that nothing happened.

"As long as people are using it to

strengthen their faith and are staying

within the message of Jesus Christ, we
can see it as a blessing, whatever it is,"

he said.

The bishop sent a letter about the

crucifix to the parishes of his diocese,

saying he will "continue to gather infor-

mation and will proceed slowly, care-

fully and prayerfully."

Judge overturns feeding tube law;

court battles likely to continue

CLEARWATER, Fla. (CNS) —
Despite a Florida judge's May 6 rul-

ing overturning Terri's Law as

"unjustifiable state interference" with

constitutionally protected privacy

rights, the court battles over brain-

damaged Terri Schiavo's feeding tube

were likely to continue.

Schiavo, 40, was left brain-damaged

in 1990 after a heart stoppage and has

received nutrition and hydration

through a feeding tube. But her es-

tranged husband, Michael, has been bat-

tling in court to have the feeding tube

removed, saying Terri would not want

to be kept alive artificially.

Six days after Terri's feeding tube

was removed in October 2003, the

Florida Legislature approved a bill

allowing Florida Gov. Jeb Bush to

issue an executive order that tube-

feeding be resumed.

In his May 6 decision, Pinellas Cir-

cuit Court Judge Douglas Baird of

Diocesan,—planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — The St. Martin De Poms
Dotninican Laity Chapter meets the fourth

Monday ofeach month at 7 p.m. in the rectory

building at the Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97

Haywood St. Inquirers are welcome. For
more information, contact Beverly Reid at

(4>2,3) 6338-4744 or bebereid@adelphia.net.

HENDERSONVILLE — The St. Francis of

the Hills Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan

Ordermeets the fourth Sunday ofeach month
3-5 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church,

208 7th Ave. West. Visitors and inquirers are

welcome. For more information, call Helen

Gillogly, SFO, at (828) 883-9645.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory of Divine Love Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Tuesday

of each month at 1 p.m. Call (336) 372-8846

for more information.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

HUNTERSVIU>E — St. Mark Church,

14740 Stumptown Rd., will host a Festival of

Praise May 22, 8-10 p.m. The evening will

feature praise and worship music by St.

Mark's LIFE TEEN band in addition to Ado-

ration of the Blessed Sacrament. All are wel-

come. For details, call Debra Lemmon at

(704) 948-1306.

CHARLOTTE— The music ministry of St.

Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy., will host a Christian Coffeehouse May
22 at 7:30 p.m. Single and married adults of ail

Clearwater said the Florida Constitu-

tion "guarantees to every citizen the

right to be the master of his or her own
personal private medical decisions." i

But the new law allows "unjustifi-|

able state interference witTi the privacy

'

right of every individual without any

semblance of due process protection,"

he added.

Gov. Bush plans to defend the

constitutionality of the law, and the

issue is expected to reach the Florida

Supreme Court.

Burke Balch of the Robert Powell

Center for Medical Ethics, a depart-

ment of the National Right to Life Com-
mittee, said he hoped Baird's decision

would be reversed on appeal. He also

expressed support for the Florida Star-

vation and Dehydration of Persons|

with Disabilities Prevention Act, a

more comprehensive version of Terri's

Law that failed to pass in Florida's re-

cently ended legislative session.

ages have found this to be a great place for

entertaining and warm spiritual messages,

evangelization and an opportLinity for praise and

worship music in a Christian environment.

There is no charge to attend. To reserve a table

for a group of six or more, call Kathy Bartlett at

(704) 400-2213.

HUNTERSVILLE — The Newcomers
Women's Ministry of St. Mark Church invites

women who are new or still feel new to the area

to a 10-week course entitled, "After tJu Boxes are

Utipacked" based on the book by Susan Miller.
'

We will talk about the spiritual, emotional and

practical needs associated with moving. Classes

will meet through June 23 in Room 200 of St,

Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd., 10;15 -

1 1:45 a.m. followed by lunch. Call Gen-y Phillips

at (704) 895-2388 or Colleen Siadak at (704)

987-7920 for more information.

CHARLOTTE— All women are invited tojom

Women tn the IVord for weekly gatherings tor

prayer, reflection on Sunday scripture, music

and sharing experiences of Christ in daily hfe.

The group meets each Thursday, 9:45-11:45

a.m. in the family room of St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd. For details, call Linda

Flynn at (704) 366-9889. For childcare reserva-

tions, call Jurga Petrikene at 704) 907-0205. •

CHARLOTTE — Thank God It's Friday

(TGIF), a weekly support group for separated

and divorced women, meets every Wednesday,

6:30-8:30 p.m. in the New Life Center building,

room 114, of St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Pkwy., including a potluck dinner.

Divorced men are invited every third Wednes-

day of the month. TGIF is a healing ministry

sponsored by Catholic Social Services, (!!har-

lotte Regional Office and St. Matthew Church.

For details, call Karen Wepasnick at (704) 541-

1 89 1 after 3 p.m.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Iraq abuse stories belie

work of 'great democracy'
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

abuse of Iraqi prisoners by U.S. soldiers

represented an "unequivocal and inad-

missible contrast with the principles of a

great democracy," the Vatican newspa-

per said.

The report May 6 in L'Osservatore

Romano was the first Vatican comment
on the scandal over revelation of alleged

torture and abuse of Iraqi captives at the

Abu Ghraib prison in Baghdad.

'The detailed revelations about the

torture — in some cases deadly — in-

flicted on prisoners by forces engaged in

Iraq and Afghanistan are affecting

world public opinion and especially

public opinion in the United States," the

newspaper said.

Beyond global criticisms, it said, "it

is precisely the U.S. people who have

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — Notre Dame Catholic High
Sc/iool is planning an alumni reunion for Aug.
l*, 2004. For more information, call Nicholas

Schnyder at (336) 333-3456 or e-mail

nicholas.schnyder@bellsouth.net.

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 512 Montlieu Ave., offers free "Gentle

Fitness" classes Wednesdays and Fridays, 1:30-

2:30 p.m. The classes are structured to the fit-

ness levels of seniors and anyone wanting low-

impact aerobic workout. For more information,

call Deana Collis at (336) 885-7029.

GREENSBORO— Lucy Wellmaker, parishio-

ner and life coach, will lead a follow-up session on
Rick Warren's book "The Purpose-Driven Life"

May 19, 10-11:30 a.m. and 6:30-8 p.m. Both
sessions will be held in the Kloster Center at St.

Pius X Church, 22 1 0 N. Elm St. These sessions

are open to anyone who has read the book. For
more information e-mail
lwellmaker@triad.rr.com.

HICKORY VICARIATE

NEWTON— The Little Flowers Catholic Girls'

Group is for all Catholic girls ages five and up.

The group meets the fourth Monday of each

month at St. Joseph Church, 720 West 13th St.,

at 4 p.m. in the Holy Family Hall. For more
details, call Debbie Vickers at (828) 495-2039.

HICKORY— A GriefSupport Group meets the

second and fourth Wednesday ofeach month at

6:30 p.m. in the parlor of St. Aloysius Church,

92 1 Second St. NE. For more information, call

the church office at (828) 327-2341.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE — St. John tlie Evangelist

Church, 234 Church St., will hold three days of

been most wounded in learning that this

disfigurement of the human person, rep-

resented by torture, could be perpetrated

under its flag."

It said the photos of the Iraqi pris-

oners, "humiliated physically and mor-

ally in order to weaken their resistance

to interrogators," have rightly triggered

widespread indignation.

The scandal erupted after CBS re-

leased pictures showing grinning U.S.

soldiers allegedly abusing and humiliat-

ing prisoners, some ofthem naked, in the

Iraqi prison.

Administrative and criminal inves-

tigations have begun and President

George W. Bush, in interviews broad-

cast on Arab TV stations May 5, prom-

ised that the soldiers responsible would

be punished.

prayer in honor of St. Rita ofCascia, Augus-
tinian nun, May 20 and 21 at 7 p.m. and May
22 at 1 1 a.m., followed by brunch. Augustin-

ian Father Richard Cannuli will be this year's

director. The talks will focus on different as-

pects of St. Rita's life and how her life has

meaning for us today. For more information,

call the pari.sh office at (828) 456-6707.

WINSTDN-SALEM VICARIATE

MT. AIRY— Holy Ang;els Church, 1208 N.

Main St., offers Eucharisttc Adoration every

Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m., and every
Thursday, 10-11 a.m. Adoration concludes

with Benediction.

CLEMMONS— Holy FamUy Church, 4820

Kinnamon Rd., offers Eucharistic Adoration

every Thursday. Exposition begins at 6 p.m.

and benediction is at 9 p.m.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing Com-
panions is a grief support group for the be-

reaved that meets the first and third Thurs-
days ofthe month in conference room B at St.

Leo the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave.

For further details, call Joanne Parcel at (336)

924-9478.

Is your parish or school having an event?

Please submit notices for the Dixesan Plan-

ner at least 1 5 days prior to the event date in

writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or

faxto (704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

May 16— 12 p.m.

Sacrament of Confinnation

St, John Neumann Church, Charlotte

May 17— 7:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Confinnation

Queen of the Apostles Church, Belmont

May 18— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Immaculate Heart of IVIary Church, High Point

May 19— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Francis of Assisi Church, Lenoir

May 22 — 5 p.m.

Ordination to the priesthood of Jesus Guadarrama

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Charlotte

May 24 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Monroe

Pope urges U.S. bishops to be close

to their priests, encourage them
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Bish-

ops must love, listen to, support and

correct the priests in their diocese. Pope

John Paul II told bishops from Michi-

gan and Ohio.

"As a spiritual father and brother to

his priests, the bishop should do every-

thing in his power to encourage them in

fidelity to their vocation and to the de-

mands of leading a life worthy of the

calling they have received," the pope told

the bishops May 6 as part of their "ad

limina" visit.

The bishop, he said, must be close to

all the people in his diocese, and built up

the unity and communion of the church

"in faith, hope and love" by establishing

"an ever-closer relationship with your

priests."

Pope John Paul said each bishop

should relate to his priests "as a father

and brother who loves them, listens to

them, welcomes them, corrects them,

supports them, seeks their cooperation

and, as much as possible, is concerned

for their human, spiritual, ministerial

and financial well-being."

The pope said the "bonds of fraternal

unity" with and among priests must be

strengthened, particularly through rein-

forcing the spiritual life and identity they

share and their "life of celibate chastity."

Pope John Paul urged the bishops to

take seriously their personal responsibil-

ity for the seminaries in their dioceses

and for the training of candidates to the

priesthood to produce men with "mature

and balanced personalities, men capable

of establishing sound human and pasto-

ral relationships, knowledgeable in the-

ology, solid in the spiritual life and in

love with the church."

Bishops also must ensure that ongo-

ing formation programs are in place for

men who already have been ordained.

"In this way, they will grow ever

more fully into 'men of the church,' im-

bued with a truly catholic spirit and

authentic missionary zeal," the

pope said.

The towering Mary

CNS PHOTO BY Karen Callaway, Northwest Indiana Catholic

Residents of Hammond, Ind., view a 33-foot statue of the Virgin Mary outside Van's

Industrial Sheet Metal May 9. The giant statue was to have its first cleaning since

its completion. Named Our Lady of the New Millennium, the piece was created by

Wilmington, Del., sculptor Charles Cropper Parks for a Chicago man. It has traveled

throughout the United States since its unveiling during Pope John Paul ll's 1999

visit to St. Louis.

CORRECTION
Several paragraphs were inadvertently omitted from the story "Welcoming the Stranger: Diocese of

Charlotte reaches out to Hispanic immigrants" on page 8 of the May 7 issue. The complete story can

be downloaded from the diocesan Web site at http://www.charlottediocese.org/catholicnews.html.
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OUT OF THE SHADOWS

CouRitsv Phoio by Joseph Purello

Lauri Latuda, grants and programs administrator for the U.S. bishops' Office of

Migration and Refugee Services, spealcs to 70 Catholic Social Services employees

during an in-service training day at St. Aloysius Church in Hickory April 22.

CSS learns to spot

traffickingvictims
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

HICKORY — Catholic Social

Services of the Diocese of Charlotte is

continuing its efforts to bring the hid-

den problem of human traflTicking out

of the shadows.

Seventy CSS employees learned to

identify the signs and symptoms of

human trafficking and how to assist

victims during an in-service training

day at St. Aloysius Church in Hickory

April 22.

The day's featured presenter was
Laurie Latuda, a grants and programs
administrator with the Office of Refu-

gee Programs in the U.S. bishops' Mi-
gration and Refugee Services (MRS).

"Oftentimes the only contact that

people who have been trafficked have

with the outside world is through reli-

gious ministers," said Latuda.

While those who profit from the

trade in human beings often keep their

victims under close watch, attending

weekly Mass might be the only activ-

ity that the trafficker allows them to

do alone.

"In almost all cases, language bar-

riers, lack of contacts in the new land,

beatings and fear of reprisals on family

members left behind combine to keep

the victims silent and unable to flee to

safety," said Joe Purello, director of the

diocesan Office of Justice and Peace of

CSS.

An estimated 18,000 to 20,000
victims of human trafficking — most
of them women and children — enter

the United States each year. The num-
ber of people brought across interna-

tional borders worldwide for the sex

trade or other forced labor is placed at

anywhere from 400,000 to a million or

more annually.

These victims "often believe they

are coming here to find the American
dream," said Latuda. Instead, she said,

many victims find forced labor, sexual

exploitation or other contemporary
forms of slavery.

Because of the lack of legal immi-

gration options, they sometimes pay
people to smuggle them into the

United States "and sometimes (the

smugglers) turn out to be traffickers

who enslave them," she said.

"It's quite profitable," Latuda
added. "There are networks ... who
traffic in people, just like there are net-

works of drug traffickers or arms traf-

fickers."

"We must do all we can to fight

our culture's overwhelming trend to

turn sexual activity into a commodity
to be bought and sold," said Purello,

adding that, "the trend to turn sex into

a commodity (on TV, in movies, in

popular music) often involves packag-

ing sex with violence."

"We are also called to be much
more conscious of the working condi-

tions of laborers who make and pro-

vide the goods we buy," he said. "If a

serious dent can be made in the de-

mand side of the human trafficking

business, then we -will also see a sig-

nificant fall in the number of people

being trapped and exploited."

Anyone who suspects a trafficking

situation that has not yet been re-

ported or investigated should start by

calling the Justice Department's Traf-

ficking in Persons and Worker Exploi-

tation Task Force complaint line at

(888) 428-7581, advised Latuda.

'That will initiate a federal investiga-

tion into the matter.

People also can help the trafficked

person obtain free or low-cost legal

services from an attorney familiar

with the provisions of the federal law.

Latuda and others like her at

MRS, who can be reached at (202)

541-3385, can help the trafficked per-

son connect with local social service

agencies that will help them before and

after they are certified as trafficking

victims.

Nancy Frazier O'Brien of Catholic

News Service contributed to this story.

CSS welcomes new
area director
BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH

CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — Making the

Catholic Social Services Western Region

Office (CSS/WRO) very visible and
better known so that it's a place where

people "can come and get help when
they're hurting" is one of Debra Braese's

goals.

Braese has succeeded Sister Marie

Frechette as CSS/WRO's area director.

Sister Frechette, of the Missionary Ser-

vants of the Most Blessed Trinity, is now
heading the order's mission advance-

ment office in Philadelphia.

"I saw this as an opportunity to

work in an environment that supported

my faith belief," said Braese, a parishio-

ner at St. Andrew the Apostle in Mars
Hill.

"I don't think that opportunity

comes along very often, so it was a good

mix ofmy experience and my faith," said

Braese. "This position includes all the

parts of social work and ministry that I

like: counseling, outreach to the commu-
nity, working with parishes and pro-

gram development."

Braese has been a social worker for

24 years. She has worked in child pro-

tective services in the Buncombe County

Department of Social Services (DSS), as

a children's outpatient therapist in a

mental health center in Burlington, as

assistant director of Haywood County
DSS and as program manager for Bun-

combe County DSS.

Braese holds a master's degree in

social work fi-om the University ofNorth

Carolina at Chapel HiU.

She said that it's "important ... that

CSS not be seen as a nonprofit agency

that stands on its own, but that it is an

extension of God's light, that there's

hope and healing and outreach in the

services that we provide. If parishes can

embrace us as an agency that can help

take care of our community, that's a

unique position to be in."

Located in Asheville, WRO/CSS
serves western North Carolina from
Alleghany, Wilkes, Caldwell, Burke and

Rutherford counties to the Tennessee

border.

Staff members, in addition to Braese,

who provides individual counseling, are

Lori Gilcrist, office manager; Ada
Volkmer and Jerry Tudela, immigration

Debra Braese

specialists; Svetlana Gundorin, refugee

specialist for people from the former So-

viet Union; Carol Meyerriecks and
Michele Sheppard, international and do-

mestic adoption workers; and Shelly

Kilgore, adoption administrative assis-

tant. Sheppard also handles pregnancy

support.

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nelknbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or e-

mailjnell@4net.net.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information about services and

any applicable fees, call (828) 255-0146.

How to Identify a Trafficked Person

1 . Why andhow did theperson come into

the country?

Many trafficking victims are

smuggled into the U.S. or come on legiti-

mate visas with the promise of a good job.

Once here, they may be forced into a

different job and/or work off their travel

"debt."

2. How was the person recruited?

Many victims are recruited by ac-

quaintances/people in their ethnic group

who offer "success stories" in the U.S.

Terms of their contract before departure

are vague and they are surprised to learn

they owe exorbitant debts for travel,

lodging, food, etc.

3. Does the person have identification

papers?

Many victims have their documents

seized upon arrival by their traffickers or

employers.

4. Does the person owe money to his/her

employer?

The person may have been promised

a good job with pay but learned he/she

must work off his/her travel debt. Wfiile

doing so, he/she is charged exorbitant

fees for rent, food and clothes leading

them into a cycle of debt to his/her em-

ployer.

5. Does theperson getpaid afair wage?

How many hours does he/she work.^

Does he/she receive compensation or

does it go directly to the employer?

6. Where does the person live? Is their

freedom restricted in any way?

Victims may be forced to live in the

same place where they work. They may
not be allowed to leave the premises and/

or may be fi-ightened into staying inside

due to their immigration status and lack

of documents (if the employer is holding

them).

7. Has the person been threatened to pre-

vent him/herfrom leaving?

In addition to physical harm, the per-

son may be subject to psychological in-

timidation and/or coercion through

threats to family members if he/she tries

to leave.— Migration and Refugee Services^.

Office ofRefugee Programs I

I
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Orphaned sisters find new home
through CSS

/

Courtesy Photo

Marina and Olivia traveled more than 6,000 miles from southeastern Russia to the

United States to live with Randy and Rita Ward. The adoption was made possible by

the Western Region Office of Catholic Social Services in Asheville.

— SISTERS, from page 1

prospects for the stability and love of an

adoptive home weren't good.

But thanks to Catholic Social Ser-

vices (CSS) and a loving couple from

Minnesota, Marina and Olivia traveled

more than 6,000 miles from southeast-

ern Russia to the Midwestern prairie of

die United States. They now have a new
country, a new home and new parents.

The story of the sisters and the

adoptive parents. Randy and Rita Ward
of Eden Prairie, Minn., is heartwarming

and typical for the International Adop-

tion Program, based in the Western Re-

gional Office of Catholic Social Services

in Asheville.

"We are the only Catholic agency in

the country with a direct placement pro-

gram in Russia," said Carol Meyerriecks,

international adoption director.

Direct placement means the CSS of-

fice deals directly with Russian authori-

ties in placing children in U.S. homes,

usually making the adoption faster and

less expensive than an agency that does

not have direct placement capability.

Still, adoption is expensive; accord-

ing to Meyerriecks, the average cost of

an international adoption is $24,000.

The Wards, married for 16 years,

decided several years ago that they

wanted to adopt.

Are you Buying

or Selling a
Honne?

Do you wont a
Discount fronn

your Realtor?

(704) 321-2859

Deer ParkReaity
www.deerparkrealty.net

Vou Full Service Reol Ertote Firm fof the Cgrolinai

Mary's Garden
Catholic Books and Gifts

Books and special gifts

for ALL occasions!!

704-823-7244
866-823-7244

Tues - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm
3816 South New Hope Rd - Gastonia

(New Hope Small Business Center - Unit #27)

5 miles soutn of 1-85 - Exit 20

"Our lives forever changed after

Randy's parents died and then my 20-

year-old son died," said Rita Ward. "All

we could do was turn to God and trust

God to hold us through each day. When
we thought about older kids who have

lost parents, we knew that grief and loss

was something we had experience with."

The Wards are somewhat unusual in

that they are older than the typical adop-

tive parents. Randy is 50, Rita is 46.

"Because of our ages, we wanted to

adopt sisters so that the children would

l\4ake the right move to

finding your dream home.
See Chase first...

because home
ownership matters.

TAILORED MORTGAGE PROGRAMS"

• Chase mortgage programs are
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always have someone they could to cling

to, no matter what happens to us," said

Rita.

"I prayed for this for a long time. My
husband thought we would never get

what we wanted, but every day I got on

the Internet and sent out a few e-mails,"

she said. 'X,ast summer, I found a list of

agencies certified for adoption by the

Russian government, and that's when I

wrote to Carol."

The Wards have never met
Meyerriecks in person, although they've

talked on the telephone and exchanged

e-mails many times. Usually in an adop-

tion, the initial contact is followed by a

home study, which is an in-depth back-

ground check that certifies an applicants'
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fitness to be adoptive parents.

Since a home study had already

been completed for the Wards, their

adoption of the girls, which began in

August, was completed by the fall.

"International adoptions usually go
quickly because there is a tremendous

need for adoptive parents and the

Wards were willing to take older chil-

dren," said Meyerriecks.

The CSS staff in Asheville arranges

happy endings, like the Wards and their

new children, all the time. But
Meyerriecks would like to do more.

"Most couples prefer infant adop-

tions," she said. "There are lots of great

older kids out there who need a home."

In October 2003, the Wards trav-

eled to Kirov, a five-hour drive from

Moscow, and met their daughters-to-be.

"Everyone was so very nice to us. It

was very emotional for the orphanage

since ours was their first adoption," said

Rita. "On the first night, we stayed in a

hotel with the girls and got to know one

another. They got very giggly and we all

had a great time."

As with most adoptive parents, it

was love at first sight, even though there

was a language barrier. Neither of the

Wards speaks Russian.

"Randy and I have gotten very good

at charades and sign language," said Rita.

'The girls always laugh whenever I try to

pronounce something in Russian."

Marina and Olivia, who are in the

second grade and kindergarten respec-

tively, are adjusting to life in the United

States with ease; they make regular trips

to the nearby Mall of America and are

learning about the Catholic faith at the

Pax Christi Catholic community in

Eden Prairie.

Marina and Oliva wUl be baptized

over the Memorial Day weekend.

"They had no experience with

church or prayer before coming here.

They are celebrities at our parish," said

Rita. "Olivia gets mixed up sometimes

and thinks Father Tim Power is Jesus,

to which he responds 'I'm a close per-

sonal fi-iend.'"

David Hains is director ofcommunica-

tions for the Diocese of Charlotte. Contact

him at (704) 370-3336 or e-mail

dwhains@charlottediocese.org.

/owe your JailJi

Be affirmed in your present ministry.

Upgrade your certification as a catechist and religion teacher.

Fulfill the prerequisite for the Permanent Diaconate.

Grow in your faith.

IayL

Ifyou have these desires, the Diocesan Office ofLay Ministry

offers a txvo-year program designed to help you understand more

fully your baptismal call to minister to yourfamily, to others in

the Church, and to those in your daily life.

TrainingProgram
For more information call

Classes will be held in Arden. yo^fyt '"yr.T-'tnai,

Charlotte and Greensboro favillaronga@Gharlottediocese.org



GRADUATION DAY

Nearly 200 Abbey seniors join in 126th

commencement exercises

BishopJugis receives honorarydegree

BELMONT — Graduating seniors

bid a final adieu to tiie Abbey during

Belmont Abbey College's 126th com-
mencement exercises May 8.

The college presented to 193 gradu-

ates Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of

Science degrees.

Faculty achievement^ were also rec-

ognized, including Dr. Sheila Reilly as

the recipient of the 2004 Adrian Award.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis was one of three

leaders in the Charlotte community to

receive honorary doctorates during the

ceremonies.

Ordained bishop of the Diocese of

Charlotte at St. Matthew Church Oct.

24, 2003, Bishop Jugis previously

served as pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes

Church in Monroe and judicial vicar of

the diocesan tribunal.

A native of Charlotte, Bishop Jugis

is a graduate of South Mecklenburg
High School and earned a bachelor's

degree in business administration from

the University of North Carolina at

Charlotte before he entered Pontifical

North American College, a seminary in

Rome.

He was ordained in 1983 by Pope

John Paul II in St. Peter's Basilica in

Rome. In 1993, Bishop Jugis received

his doctorate in church canon law from

Catholic University of America in

Washington, D.C.

Other recipients of honorary doctor-

ates were Rev. Richard Boyce, professor

Courtesy Photo

Bishop Peter J. Jugis receives his honorary doctorate during Belmont Abbey College's

commencement ceremonies May 8.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Homel i

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll intervic-«' and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers arc thoroughly screened.

704 549 4010
VUiJtm^ Angels^^'

E-mail us at Jill. Stewart@ VisitingA ngels.com

Courtesy Photo

Almost 200 seniors receive degrees during Belmont Abbey College's commencement

ceremonies May 8,

of preaching and pastoral leadership at

Union Theological Seminary and Pres-

byterian School of Christian Education

in Charlotte, and Jim Palermo, executive

in residence at Johnson & Wales Univer-

sity in Charlotte.

Belmont Abbey College was named
one of the country's leading private Ub-

eral arts colleges by U.S. News and
World Report. The 650-acre campus
consists of the college, the monastery

and the Abbey Basilica.

Nearly a thousand students call

Belmont Abbey home. The students,

with diverse religious and cultural back-

grounds, represent more than 18 coun-

rganic

LLC

Call 7CH--53>'1-?727 today

V\/c care for ijourcnvironmcnt naturally!

tries and 34 states and pursue under-

graduate degrees in a number of liberal

arts course offerings.

Founded in 1876, the college

celebrates its heritage and is inspired by

the Benedictine monastic tradition.

Listed on the National Register of

Historic Places, the college and Abbey
Basilica greet thousands of visitors

each year.
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FIELD OF DREAMS

Courtesy Photo by Kernersville News

An athlete makes a long jump during the Forsyth County Special Olympics Spring

Games held at Bishop McGuinness High School in Kernersville April 19-21.

Approximately 600 athletes from schools throughout the county participated.

Bishop McGuinness iiosts

Special Oiympics

600Olympians compete in SpringGames

KERNERSVILLE — Special ath-

letes ages eight and up walked, ran,

raced in wheelchairs, long-jumped and

threw balls for winning ribbons during

the Forsyth County Special Ol3TTipics

Spring Games held at Bishop
McGuinness Catholic High School.

The games, held on the school's field

AprQ 19-21, were part of the count)rwide

Special Olympics program.

The program allows children and
adults with mental retardation or other

closely related developmental disabili-

ties to train and compete in a wide array

of sports. It allows winning athletes to

advance to international competitions.

Approximately 600 athletes from
schools throughout the county competed
in the Spring Games, which were at-

tended by approximately 1,200 parents,

volunteers and athletes, according to

Lisa Kiser, Forsyth County Special

Olympics volunteer coordinator.

"Every student in our school partici-

pated in some way," said Ann Lynch,

Bishop McGuinness director of ad-

vancement. "Bishop McGuinness has a

long history of being involved with the

Special Ol3TOpics as volunteers."

According to Shirley Shaw, Bishop

McGuinness Spanish teacher, who coor-

dinated the event and has been involved

with Special Olympics for the past 10

years, this year's Spring Games were

held at the school rather than at Wake
Forest University, their regular location,

because of construction at the university.

"Our folks loved it and would like to

do it again," said Shaw. "It just turned

out really well and was really exciting."

Kiser said Bishop McGuinness' long

history of involvement made it a great

choice for the Spring Games.

"They are heavily involved," said

Kiser. "A quarter of their students are

involved with Special Olympics some-
time during the year."

Shaw said the volunteers have
found through the years that by being

involved, they receive even more than

the athletes do.

"The fact that they care so much and

work so hard is really inspiring to us,"

said Shaw.

According to L3Tich, although stu-

dents had classes on Monday and
Wednesday, the entire day Tuesday was
devoted to volunteering at the games.

Tuesday, which was the day the el-

ementary-age Olympians competed, the

school hosted a carnival, complete with

games, food and drinks, a Pvrispy Kreme
doughnut decorating machine and over

5,000 prizes, all of which were donated.

BMHS student to join

Radford basketbaii team
Highlanders sign Smith in late signingperiod

RADFORD, Va. — Radford Uni-

versity men's basketball coach Byron
Samuels announced his first signing of

the late signing period, inking Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School stu-

dent Branden Smith to a National Letter

of Intent April 29.

A senior at Bishop McGuinness in

Kernersville, Smith will add more
athleticism to Radford's perimeter game.

The 6-3, 180-pound combo-guard aver-

aged 21.0 points per game and 5.0 re-

bounds per game. Smith also tallied 4.4

assists and 4. 1 steals per game at Bishop

McGuinness.

Smith has a 43-inch vertical leap,

giving him the ability to play under the

basket, but he also has skill from beyond

the arc, shooting 46 percent from three-

point land.

"Branden Smith is a difference

maker. He's an excellent shooter and

strong athlete. His size and strength

help us immediately," said Samuels.

"What sets Branden apart are his

love for playing and his love for compet-

ing. I'm 100 percent confident in

Branden as a person, student and bas-

ketball player," he said.

In addition to his athleticism and

shooting ability, Samuels is also excited

about what role Smith, a native of

Chesapeake, Va., will play for the High-

landers.
'

Courtesy Photo

Radford University Men's Basketball

Coach Stan Kowalewski watches as

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School

senior Branden Smith signs his National

Letter of Intent to attend Radford

University.

"I envision him ... giving us one of

the best backcourts in the Big South

Conference and beyond," said Samuels.

"Branden can flat-out play, and I'm

proud to have him in the Radford bas-

ketball family."

Smith will join Radford University

this fall as a freshman with four years of

eligibility. Smith is the third committed

recruit the Highlanders have in place.

The games began on Monday with

an opening ceremony, at which all the

elementary, middle, high school and

adult competitors were present.

Athletes were able to compete in vari-

ous categories, including motor activities,

jumps, shot puts, Softball and tennis ball

throws, relays, dashes, walks and wheel-

chair races. Game winners were awarded

ribbons throughout the event.

Brittany Shoemaker, 13, who has

competed in Special Olympics for the

past two years, said she enjoys every-

thing about the event.

"Everything is fun about it," said

Shoemaker. "I especially like running

and swimming, and we only get like one

minute of school."

Courtesy Photo

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School students volunteered at the Forsyth County

Special Olympics Spring Games held at Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School

April 19-21 From left: Thomas Porter, Brittany Bohannon, Jillian Smith, Marleny

Ruiz, Ashley Moore, Marc Russel and Ashley Payne.
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AFTER AFRICA

Priest returns to

discuss mission

work in Zambia
CHARLOTTE — From Charlotte

to Zambia and back again, Capuchin

Father Steve Hoyt is living his dream.

Father Hoyt, former chaplain at

Charlotte Catholic High School, de-

parted for Zambia in September 2002.

His journey was the fulfillment of a

dream to serve as a missionary since

joining his order almost 20 years ago.

Father Hoyt will return to the school

to discuss his work in Zambia on Sun-

day, May 16. The free event will include

presentations about issues facing young

Zambians and how they can be assisted

through prayer, service and awareness.

Father Hoyt first got a taste of mis-

sion life in February 2002, when his or-

der arranged a visit to the Capuchin mis-

sion headquarters in Zambia's capital. He
described the experience as humbling.

"So many Zambians expressed their

honor and pleasure to meet me," he said.

'They gave me so much more than I

could possibly give them. I witnessed

their endurance, suffering and the

beauty of their faithfulness and love

stemming from the family."

When he left for Zambia in Septem-

ber 2002, he was one of 35 Capuchins

working at three mission sites separated

by 30O-4O0 miles.

Capuchin mission work in Zambia,

which is about the size of Texas, origi-

nated in 1932 when the Irish Capuchins

established the first mission in Loanja.

In 1965, U.S. Capuchins took over mis-

sions in Chin3angi and Zambezi. They
have continued to expand their reach

and establish new missions.

WANT TO GO?

The "meet and greet" with Capuchin

Father Steve Hoyt will take place in

the chapel of Charlotte Catholic High

School on Sunday, May 16. Mass is

at 1 p.m.; Father Hoyt's presentation

is at 2 p.m.

c
cG

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafTuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Holy Angels honors volunteers

at annual banquet

Courtesy Photo

Missy Tiber, Dr. Richard Rankin, Lora Grant and Brittany Hampton display their

awards at Holy Angels' 14th Annual Volunteer Appreciation Banquet April 22.

BELMONT — Holy Angels pre-

sented volunteer awards during the

14th Annual Volunteer Appreciation

Banquet April 22 as part of Volunteer

Appreciation Week celebrations.

Founded in 1956 by the Sisters of

Mercy, Holy Angels is a nonprofit cor-

poration providing residential services

programs for children and adults with

varying degrees of mental retardation

and physical disabilities, some of whom
are medically fi-agile.

Volunteer of the Year went to Brit-

tany Hampton of Stanley.

Hampton has been a volunteer in

the Oakcrest Fox Run ICF/MR (Inter-

mediate Care Facilities for the Mentally

Retarded) since September 2003. A jun-

ior at East Gaston High School, Hamp-
ton developed an interest in volunteer-

ing following a presentation on Holy

Angels at her school.

Volunteer Group of the Year went

to Gaston Day School in Gastonia.

This past year, Holy Angels and

Gaston Day School formed a unique

partnership. The two organizations

have similar goals for the students they

serve — to help each individual reach

his or her highest potential through cre-

ative programs and services.

Both organizations were committed

to making this a most interesting and

innovative partnership, filled with oppor-

tunities for the students to participate in a(>

variety of educational and service activi-

ties. The students were offered opportuni-
J

ties with the potential to change the way
they view the community and accept the

differences of the people who live there.

The Holy Angels residents enjoyed

soccer, basketball and volleyball games
— many for the first time. Several stu-

dents volunteered during their after-

school hours.

Gaston Day School students also

raised over $9,000 during the Hands

Around Our School fundraiser.

The Ed Sabatini Advocacy Award
went to Lora Grant of Belmont.

Named in honor of the late Ed
Sabatini, the award recognizes an indi-

vidual or group .who serves as an advo-

cate of Holy Angels.

Grant has been a creative, enthusi-

astic and driving force behind many
Holy Angels programs. She was often an

ambassador to recruit volunteers for ac-

tivities for Holy Angels, such as the An-

gel Bowl, and worked to promote Holy

Angels' Cherubs Cafe & Candy Bou-

quets in Belmont.

The Dennis McClain Volunteer of

the Year Award went to Missy Tiber

of Cramerton.

Dennis McClain was a classroom

volunteer at the former Maria Morrow
Center who signed up as a volunteer

after learning he had a terminal illness.

McClain came with his wife, Maria, two

hours each week to assist students with

a variety of classroom activities. His last

visit was just days prior to his death.

Tiber, Belmont Abbey College's

women's basketball coach, has been a

volunteer since August 2003. She has

accompanied residents on field trips, as-

sisted the Holy Angels Foundation with

the Hands Around Our School project,

and recently ran for Holy Angels in the

"Run for the Money" race where she

won second place in her division.

434 Charloffe Avenue, P O. Box 11 586

Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

(803) 327-2097
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3
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Protecting the pope
Swiss Guard to celebrate 500 years ofservice

SWISS, from page 1

moment to sacrifice his life for the pope.

The papal Swiss Guard tradition

has been marching on for nearly 500

years — making it the oldest, continu-

ally active military corps in history.

On May 5, the corps unveiled plans

for its 2006 jubilee celebration. Events

will include a commemorative march

from Switzerland to Rome to re-enact

the Guard's entry into Rome half a mil-

lennium ago and to reaffirm that the

corps' spirit and dedication to protect the

pope have never dimmed.

Poised and ready

Many people, however, do not see

that side of the guards as they stand

duty at one of the Vatican's entrances.

Most tourists see them as the perfect

setup for a souvenir snapshot.

"They're not just buttoned up, ready

for show; they're very highly trained for

any emergency," said Msgr. Charles

Burns, a church historian who spent

more than 25 years as an official of the

Vatican archives.

"And they're not sloppy guards.

You won't see them slouching or hang-

ing around smoking a cigarette like the

carabinieri," he said, referring to the Ital-

ian mOitary police.

The Swiss Guards "take their job

very seriously and bring great commit-

ment to it," he said.

Pope John Paul paid tribute to that

centuries-old commitment in a May 6

address to 33 new recruits before they

took their oath of allegiance later that

day in the Vatican.

"Thank you for your service to

the successor of Peter and his col-

laborators here in the Vatican. It is a

demanding commitment and per-

haps sometimes tiresome, but God

will reward you," he said.

Enduring 24-hour shifts, most
Swiss Guards find their greatest battle

is putting up with thousands of tourists

asking the same questions: "Is there a

bathroom?" "Which way to the mu-
seum?" and "Why can't I see the pope?"

The Swiss Guards attend to the

same questions day after day with poise

and sometimes even a smile.

The pope's speech to the new re-

cruits came on the day the Vatican hon-

ored the 147 Swiss Guards who lost

their lives defending Pope Clement VII

in the sack of Rome in 1527. Only 42

guards survived.

On this anniversary the Vatican

holds a swearing-in of all new guards to

help remind them of the seriousness of

their commitment.

History ofloyalty

The sack of Rome marked the

bloodiest day in Swiss Guard . history.

After that, no other combat deaths have

been recorded.

Wielding nothing but Renaissance

weaponry, this tiny army kept Nazi sol-

diers out of Vatican City as Germany
occupied Rome during World War II.

The last time the Swiss Guard ever

lost to an invader was in 1798 when
Napoleon swept through, disarmed and

disbanded the corps and abducted two
popes in two years. One of those popes,

Pius VI, died in captivity.

After that, the guard's record is im-

peccable, keeping popes and papal terri-

tory safe and protected since their troops

regrouped in 1800.

It was an undercover Swiss Guard
who helped shield Pope John Paul II

during the assassination attempt
against his life May 13, 1981, in St.

Peter's Square.

Perhaps the darkest moment in the

Guard's history occurred in 1998 when
its former commander. Col. Alois

Jhsi J-Jtamhcjon Csinisth

Catholic Gift & Book Store

Hours:

9am - 5pm
Mon- Fri

1st Communion— veils, missals, rosaries, gifts

Confirmation— special, unique gifts

Daily and Sunday missals

(336) 273-2554 233 N, Greene St. Greensboro, NC 27401
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Swiss Guards stand in formation at the Vatican May 6. The elite corps has begun

marking 500 years of service. Established in 1 506, the guard is the oldest still-

active military force.

headed on foot for Rome.
One hundred and fifty Swiss sol-

diers arrived at the Vatican Jan. 22,

1506, the day that marks the official

founding of the corps.

Now, nearly 500 years later, the

Swiss Guard is gearing up for a full

year-and-a-half of jubilee celebrations.

Lt. Gen. Beat Fischer, commander
of the Swiss Army Corps and president

of the Swiss Guard jubilee committee,

said at a Vatican press conference May 5

that at least 100 former guards will

leave from Bellinzona, Switzerland, in

early April 2006 and head to Rome on

foot. After Milan, Italy, they will follow

the historical pilgrims' route, the Via

Francigena.

By leaving in April, the modern-day

marchers will avoid trekking across the

Alps in the winter. They will also make
just 26 stops along the way — repre-

senting Switzerland's 26 cantons — to

arrive in Rome a month later in time for

the annual swearing-in ceremony for

new guards May 6, 2006, in the Vatican.

Any likelihood of there someday be-

ing a Miss Swiss Guard? Nixed.

"Not under my command," said Col.

Elmar Mader, commander of the Swiss

Guard.

"It's a very ecclesial environment"

and "60 percent of our corps is under the

age of 25; women in the same barracks

(as the men) would create big problems,"

he said.

Avoiding the battle of the sexes just

might be their riskiest campaign yet.

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

A Swiss Guard stands near as Pope John

Paul II prays during a special audience

at the Vatican April 3.

Estermann, and his wife, were murdered

by a disgruntled corpsman, Cedric

Tornay, who then turned the gun on

himself

Today, numbering 110 men, the

Swiss Guard may still be the world's

smallest army.

The longmarch
Pope Julius II formally requested

the service of Swiss mercenaries —
famed for their courage and loyalty

— in June 1505. Just three months
later, a regiment left Switzerland and
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Revival energizes biacl( Catiiolics

attending nationai convocation

By Mary Ann Wyand
Catholic News Service

INDIANAPOLIS — An hour of

praise and worship and a nearly-two-

hour revival energized participants

at the National Black Catholic Con-

vocation April 20 at St. Rita Parish in

Indianapolis.

During the revival, Father
Patrick Smith, pastor of St. Teresa of

Avila Parish in Washington, chal-

lenged black Catholics to grow in

faith and to reach out to young people

who desperately need to hear about

the good news of Jesus Christ.

His talk was based on Ezekiel's

vision of dry bones that are brought

to life by God, as described in chapter

37, verses 1-14.

"What God wants to do is change

the lyrics ofyour life. We need to take

the time to listen to the word," Father

Smith said.

"We need to talk about teen preg-

nancy and abortion, stuff we don't

talk a whole lot about sometimes," he

said. "But, realistically, why talk

about the teen pregnancy rate or the

abortion rate or the divorce rate or

the illiteracy rate or the teacher turn-

over rate in inner-city schools or the

crime rate or the homicide rate or the

unemployment rate? Why talk about

all that if there is no solution?"

The priest added, "Unless we
bring this stuff into the light, we'll

never be healed of it. Things change
when they get brought into the light.

But I think we're just basically

afraid."

God brings life to dry bones, he

said, referring to Ezekiel.

"He wants you to see just what it

looks like when he's not present," Fa-

ther Smith said. "He wants you to see

the mess as it really is. He wants you
to know that you can't fix it yourself

... I can't revive anybody. That's not

my job. It's God's job. The question

is: Are we ready to be revived by

him?"

After the revival, Father Smith
said "young people are ready for the

radical Gospel, of truly imitating

Christ. They're waiting for the

(church) leadership to say, 'OK. Let's

go.' They need to hear it."

Msgr. Ray East, director of the

Office of Black Catholics for the Arch-

diocese of Washington, led the praise

and worship.

After the revival, Msgr. East said

many teenagers and young adults are

very involved in ministry and mis-

sion outreach. The challenge is to in-

volve all youths in church ministries.

"They're today's church leaders,"

he told The Criterion, newspaper of

the Indianapolis Archdiocese. "All we
need to do is give them the micro-

phone. The Lord is already using

them. They're already in ministry."

During the National Catholic

Youth Conference last November in

Houston, Msgr. East said, he heard

teens share powerful mission stories.

"Young people had already gone
on mission trips," he said. "They had

already been to Guatemala, Hondu-
ras, El Salvador and Haiti, and they

were sharing their mission stories.

They were trained missioners, and
they were only 14 and 16 years old. I

couldn't believe it.

"

"What we need to do is highlight

what they're doing and support them
in the ministry that God has already

given them," he said. "I think they

have so much to teach us. It's like

God speaks to us through the young
people and, with open minds and
open hearts, we'll learn from them. I

believe that our young people will

lead us."

CNS PHOTO BY Mary Ann Wyand, The Cbiterion

JOURNEY INTO HERITAGE

Black Catholics com i

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

BALTIMORE — Forty-seven

Catholics made a heritage pilgrimage to

Baltimore and Washington, D.C., April

30-May 2, the second such trip sponsored

by the African American Affairs Ministry

(AAAM) ofthe Diocese ofCharlotte.

"We selected sites that were of par-

ticular interest to black Catholics and

those interested in the contributions of

blacks to our faith and our society," said

Rev. Mr. Curtiss Todd, vice-chancellor

of the diocese and vicar for the AAAM.
The AAAM was established in

1985 "to coordinate the efforts of

black Catholics in the Charlotte Dio-

cese," wrote then-Bishop John F.

Donoghue. "This coordination would
give visibility to the work of black

Catholics in the diocese and educate

various diocesan groups to the needs

and contributions of black Catholics

in the church."

The pilgrims, most ofwhom are pa-

rishioners of Our Lady of Consolation

Church in Charlotte and of St. Benedict

the Moor Church in Winston-Salem,

first visited the National Shrine of the

Immaculate Conception in Washington,

where the highlight of the tour was Our
Mother of Africa Chapel.

A gift ofAfrican-American Catholics

under the leadership of the Black Bish-

ops of the United States and the National

Black Catholic Congress (NBCC), the

chapel was dedicated by Cardinal James

Hickey Aug. 30, 1997.

The pilgrims were notably excited

when they reached the chapel, several

murmuring, "Here's our chapel," and

'This one is ours."

A few members of the group took a

moment to pray at the foot of the bronze

statue of Mary and the infant Jesus,

while others snapped photos of the

sculptures of the four gospel writers,

each depicted with African features.

According to the NBCC Web site.

Our Mother of Africa Chapel is charac-

terized by the term "sacred conversa-

tion"— the integration of sacred persons

into a single scene, illustrated by a nar-

rative bas-relief sculpture chronicling

the African-American odyssey. A black

ebony Christ was created using a centu-

ries-old African carving tradition.

The marble inlay at the threshold of

the chapel shows the "Henrietta Marie,"

a 17th-century slave ship. The ma-
hogany vault ceiling is reminiscent of

the hulls of such sailing vessels.

Saturday afternoon was devoted to

visiting the Great Blacks in Wax Mu-
seum in Baltimore. Committed solely to

the study and preservation of Afncan-

American history, the museum contains

more than 100 wax figures depicting

nearly 3,500 years of black history, from

the pharaoh Akhenaton, who ruled

Egypt 1380-1362 B.C., to current U.S.

Secretary of State Colin PoweU.

A somber mood overtook the group

as they walked through the slavery ex-

hibit depicting the inhumane conditions

slaves endured on 'The Middle Passage"

— the crossing ofthe Atlantic Ocean from

West Africa to the Americas— as well as

the horrible conditions of their captivity.

However, the museum focuses pri-

marily on the contributions blacks have

made to the world— from the writings of

Alexander Pushkin and Phyllis

Wheatley to the space exploration ofDr.

Mae Jemison and Dr. Ronald McNair. It

also celebrates the achievements of

Harriet Tubman; Frederick Douglass;

educators George Washington Carver

and Booker T. Washington; Bishop Rich-

ard AUen, founder ofthe African Method-

ist Episcopal Church, and many others.

Sunday morning the pilgrims at-

tended Mass at St. Francis Xavier

Church, the first Catholic church in the

United States officially established for

blacks. The church was founded in 1863

by a group of black Catholic San
Domingo refugees and the Sulpician Fa-

thers, who had fled the French Revolu-

tion and settled in Baltimore.

The pilgrimage concluded with a

visit to the motherhouse for the congre-

Musician Roscoe Hager from the Leon C. Roberts Liturgical Institute drums during

the National Black Catholic Convocation revival at St. Rita Church in Indianapolis

April 20. He is a member of St. Augustine Church in Washington.
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norated, celebrated
jation of the Oblate Sisters of Provi-

lence, the first order of black nuns. Led

)y Mother Mary Lange (nee Elizabeth

Illarissa Lange), four fi-ee black Catholic

vomen founded the Oblates in 1828.

Despite being a free black in a slave-

lolding state, a woman in a male-domi-

lated society, Catholic at a time when it

vas not popular to be Catholic and

Tench-speaking in an American city,

^ange was determined to serve the

IJatholic Church and to serve her people,

rhrough her leadership, the Oblates of-

ered vital services to blacks in the Balti-

nore area, including educating children

ind providing homes for orphans.

Today, Oblate sisters work in the

ireas of parish planning, administration,

idult education and retreats, with edu-

;ation continuing to be their primary

focus. They can be found in ministries in

seven states, the District of Columbia,

Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic.

When Our Lady of Consolation

Church in Charlotte had a parochial

school, it was administered by Oblates

sisters, so several of the pilgrims re-

ceived an enthusiastic welcome from

their former teachers and principal.

Rev. Mr. Todd said he hoped the

pilgrims came away fi-om the trip with a

sense of pride and a deeper knowledge

and appreciation of what early black

Catholics endured. For example, the Ob-
late sisters faced severe prejudice and

discrimination, and still do today.

He also hoped the pilgrims gained a

sense of gratitude and a deepening of

their own faith and commitment as a

result of the trip.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Cheyenne Lipscomb prays before the statue of Mary and the infant Jesus in the Our

Mother of Africa Chapel at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in

Washington, D.C. May 1.
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l^TICAL COMPARISON:
Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

No Payment
until

July 20041

No
Out-of -Pocket

Closing Costs

I'U help you realize your horru; ownership dreams.

*Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

iTiterosl rate- shown is Prime (-1%). minus 1/1%, based on 80% or less l.TV. Subject lo undenvritiiig conditions.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Amidst the scaffolding set up for the renovation of the church, Catholics from the

Diocese of Charlotte listen to the homily during Mass at St. Francis Xavier Church

in Baltimore May 2.

Black Catholics in history
THE POPES

Pope St. Victor I

Born in Afi"ica, St. Victor served as

pope from 189 until 198. St. Victor con-

demned and excommunicated Theodore

of Byzantium for his denial of the divin-

ity of Jesus Christ. He was buried near

the body ofthe apostle Peter in St. Peter's

Basilica. Some reports relate that St. Vic-

tor died of natural causes, while other

accounts state he suffered mart3T-dom.

Pope St. Melchiades

St. Melchiades occupied the papacy

from 311 to 314. St. Melchiades decreed

that none of the faithful should fast on

Sunday or on the fifth day of the week,

because this was the custom of the pa-

gans. St. Melchiades led the church to

final victory over the Roman Empire.

Pope St. Gelasius I

St Gelasius occupied the papacy from

492 until 496. He delivered the city ofRome
from the peril offamine. He was known for

his austerity of life and liberality to the poor.

THE SAINTS

St. Augustine

St. Augustine was born in Tegaste,

Africa. The Christian training by his

mother, St. Monica, influenced his entire

life. He was highly educated and used his

great abilities to lead men to love God.

His letters, sermons, tracts and books

instructed the early church and have

relevance for the church today. Two of

his most famous books are his autobiog-

raphy, "Confessions," and "City of God."

St. Benedict the Moor
St. Benedict the Moor was born in

Sicily in 1 526. The son of African slaves,

he was freed at an early age. When he

was 21, he was insulted because of his

color, but his dignified bearing caused a

group of Franciscan hermits to invite

him to join their community. In 1564, he

joined the Franciscan friary in Palermo

and worked in the kitchen until 1578,

when he was chosen superior of the

group. He carried through the adoption

of stricter interpretation of the

Franciscan rule.

St. Martin de Porres

At age 1 1, St. Martin took a job as a

servant in the Dominican priory and was

later placed in charge of the infirmary,

where he became known for his care ofthe

sick and his miraculous cures. In recogni-

tion of his deep- devotion, his superiors

dropped the stipulation that "no black

person may be received to tlie holy habit

or profession of our order." On May 16,

1962, Pope John XXIII made Martin de

Porres the first black American saint.

St. Monica
Through her patience, gentleness

and prayers, St. Monica converted her

pagan husband. She gave thorough reli-

gious training to her son, only to see him

later scorn all religion and live a life of

disrepute. Before her death, St. August-

ine had returned to God and was using

all his energies to build Christ's Church.

Source:

Congress

The National Black Catholic
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

New Jersey nun writes

coloring booli on iife

of Pope
BY JOHN THAVIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME — Of the myriad books —
pro and con— written about Pope Pius

XII in recent years, "Pius XII: The
Children's Pope" is certainly one-of-a-

kind.

It is a coloring book with a narrative

text that touches on the late pope's

ecclesial career, his assignment as nuncio

to Germany during the Nazi rise to

power, his actions during the Holocaust

and his relations with the United States

— all in 28 pages.

Written by Sister Margherita
Marchione, a member of the Religious

CNS PHOTO BY Alessia 61ULIAN1, Cathouc Press Photo

New Jersey Sister Margherita Marchione

displays a portrait of Pope Pius XII in

St. Peter's Square in early December.

The member of the Religious Teachers

Filippini order recently wrote "Pius XII:

The Children's Pope," a 28-page coloring

book with a narrative text that touches

on the late pope's ecclesial career, his

assignment as nuncio to Germany during

the Nazi rise to power, his actions during

the Holocaust and his relations with the

United States.

Teachers Filippini order in Morristown,

N.J., the coloring book has been released

in two bilingual editions: English/Span-

ish in the United States and Italian/

English in Italy.

"I took a copy to (Pope John Paul

II's) secretary, and he was delighted. I

told him we should have it translated

into Polish, too," Sister Marchione said

during a visit to Rome in late April.

Sister Marchione has been one ofthe

staunchest defenders of Pope Pius XII

against the accusation of "silence" during

the Nazi persecution of Jews. In several

books, she has presented evidence that

the pope quietly worked to help save the

lives of Jews and others.

Her coloring book, not surprisingly,

takes a sympathetic tone and avoids any

hint of controversy. Written in very

simple language, it describes the pontiff

as a gentle, caring soul who battled ad-

versity all his life.

"I think it's important that children

discover the goodness of this man. By
getting the children interested, you'll get

the parents interested," she said.

In a page titled "The Holocaust," the

book says, "In Germany, Adolf Hitler

killed thousands of Jewish people and

others. The pope saved many by hiding

them in the Vatican and in convents and

monasteries. He also provided them
with money, food and clothing."

It cites a letter fi"om Jewish concen-

tration-camp survivors thanking the

pope for his actions. Elsewhere, it relates

that as a young priest he helped a Jewish

famQy flee to Jerusalem when they were

treated badly by Italians.

The coloring book recalls how Pope

Pius once found an injured bird in the

Vatican Gardens and nursed it back to

health. It would perch on his shoulder

during mealtimes, hopping down to eat

fi-om its own dish of seeds and keeping

him company.

Sister Marchione said these are hu-

man touches that risk being overlooked

in the debate about the pope's wartime

role.

The nun said Paulist Press is pub-

lishing this book in the United States at

the price of $ 1

.

The Vatican is in the early stages of

considering the sainthood cause of Pope

Pius XII, which involves the drafting of

a "positio" or dossier with thousands of

pages of evidence and testimonials.
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WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MAY 23, 2004

May 23, Seventh

SundayofEaster

Cycle C Readings:

1) Acts 7:55-60

Psalm 97: 1-2, 6-7, 9

2) Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20

3) Gospel: John 17:20-26

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

The Easter Season that we antici-

pated through the long weeks of Lent

is itself drawing to a close. For me,

the Vigil this year began on a cold

wet Saturday night that seemed more
like November than early April.

Outside the church the Boy
Scouts, not deterred in their efforts to

build the Easter fire, proudly stood

watch over the Easter flames. Our
priest prepared the candle with an-

cient words of prayer that mark the

passage of another year of our Lord;

then the great paschal candle began

its journey into the warm darkness of

the church.

"Christ Our Light!" the deacon

chanted at the threshold of the

church. Our community responded

with joy, "Thanks be to God!" Once
the paschal candle reached its desti-

nation by the baptismal font, the

words of the Easter Proclamation

filled the darkened church, reminding

us with each verse that this holy

night was like no other in the year.

"This is our Passover feast." The
repetitive "This is the night" contin-

ued rhythmically through the

Exultet, bringing home the truth of

God's love for us and the important

of remembering the stories of salva

tion history.

In the candlelight, I looked int(

the faces of our candidates for bai

tism and of those who had been ba]

tized in other Christian communitie
and soon would be received into thi

church. Joy and expectation fillec

their faces. Here were ordinan
people, both young and older, wh<

had stories of how the God of th<

universe somehow had invited each o

them to this very moment.
I have been blessed this past yea)

because I have come to know each o

them and have been entrusted witl

their stories of struggle and coming

to faith. In the life of each persot

there, listening to the Easter Procla

mation and waiting to receive the sac

raments for the first time, there wen
people who pointed the way to Jesus

Some, in fact, may never know hov

important they have been ir

someone's journey of faith.

In John's Gospel, Jesus prays no

'just for the disciples "but also foi

those who will believe in me througl

their word so that they may all b<

one, as you, Father, are in me."

In the long continuum of time

men and women wish to be one witl

the Father and Son because someom
passed on the faith. Someone becami

a beacon of light in a dark world

Questions:

Who are some of the people wh(

have pointed the way to Jesus fo

you? How have you helped light th

way in someone's journey of faith?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 16 - MAY 22

Sunday (Sixth Sunday of Easter), Acts 15:1-2, 22-29, Revelation 21 :1 0-1 4, 22-23, John 14:23-29

Monday, Acts 16:11-15, John 15:26—16:4; Tuesday (St. John I), Acts 16:22-34, John 16:5-11

Wednesday, Acts 17:15, 22—18:1 , John 16:12-15; Thursday (Ascension of the Lord), Acts 1:1-11

Ephesians 1:17-23, Luke 24:46-53; Friday (St. Christopher Magallanes and Companions), Act

18:9-18, John 16:20-23; Saturday (St. Rita of Cascia), Acts 18:23-28, John 16:23-28

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 23 - MAY 29

Sunday (Seventh Sunday of Easter), Acts 7:55-60, Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20, John 17:20-26

Monday, Acts 19:1-8, John 1 6:29-33; Tuesday, Acts 20: 1 7-27, John 1 7: 1 -1 1 ;
Wednesday (St. Phllij

Neri), Acts 20:28-38, John 17:11-19; Thursday, Acts 22:30; 23:6-11, John 17:20-26; Friday, Act

25:13-21, John 21:15-19; Saturday, Acts 28:16-20, 30-31, John 21:20-25

DONT PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!!

You could be singing too after more titan

125,000 readers see YOUR company's
ad liere!

LOW ad rates - easyfor mall businesses and

indmduals, tool tiie

Q.THQLIC
Call (704) 370-3332 now! NEW^^ERALD
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'Fog ofWar' makes clear the mind

offormerdefense secretary
BY ANNE NAVARRO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — Director Errol

Morris' documentary "The Fog of War"
is a riveting look at a man, a government

and a turbulent time in a country's his-

tory that both examines the past and

contemplates the present.

Morris peers into the mind of Rob-

ert McNamara, the U.S. secretary of de-

fense under Presidents John F. Kennedy

and Lyndon B. Johnson, and what is

revealed is at turns intimate, anticipated

and surprising.

StUl full of energy and opinions at

age 85, McNamara is a fine subject, an

entertaining character as well as a man
of substance. He seems like a man trying

to make amends, but on his own terms.

It is as if he wants to reshape his image

into one of a more gentle, thoughtful

man, even during the time of his ap-

pointment.

It is easy to see why 'The Fog of

War" won the Academy Award for Best

Documentary. Morris tightly weaves

varying elements into his story, from

history to personalities to morality, us-

ing McNamara as a guide. Yet Morris

clearly conveys to the audience the

guide's biases and inclinations.

(McNamara fully admits he has learned

to answer not the question that was
asked, but the question he would have
wanted asked.)

It is a film as much about
McNamara as a high-powered govern-

ment official attempting to balance

power, ambition and moral responsibil-

ity as it is about the Vietnam War and

Cold War.

On its surface, the film is visually

slick, using precise editing, gripping

wartime footage and clever illustrations

to drive home a point. All of this is tied

together with a synergetic score that

punctuates the film's theme that humans
are fallible creatures and war is messy

business.

McNamara, eyes twinkling, imparts

lessons he has learned along the way
about human nature and the nature of

warfare. Morris divides these into 1

1

title cards, encapsulating each tutorial

succinctly with headings such as "No. 1,

Empathize with your enemy," 'TSfo. 8, Be

prepared to re-examine your reasoning,"

and "No. 9, In order to do good, you may
need to engage evil."

Although it is not closely examined,

the morality of going to war weighs

heavily in the air. McNamara describes

World War I as a celebration in the

belief that the world could now avoid

war among great nations. There is no

.

need to elaborate any more on the irony

of his point. He declares, "War is so

complex, we can't comprehend all the

variables," a thought that resonates with

Americans, especially now.

It is in his revelations of closed-door

discussions that the viewer can begin to

grasp the machinations of engaging the

enemy. And given our own turbulent times,

the viewer anticipates that McNamara will

comment on the war in Iraq, which he

disappointingly does not do.

"The Fog of War" engages with

its pitch-perfect tone and finely

crafted storytelling, leaving the

viewer wanting more.

Because of some frightful scenes of

war and a few instances of profanity,

the USCCB Office for Film & Broad-

casting classification is A-II — adults

and adolescents. The Motion Picture

Association of America rating is PG-13
— parents are strongly cautioned.

Some material may be inappropriate

for children under 13.

Many Annuity Owners
Lose Money.
Will YOU?

Some annuity owners lose money because they didn't know
what questions to ask when they bought, and their salesperson

did not volunteer any information.

If you own an annuity or are considering taking advantage of

their many benefits, my FREE report, "Using Guaranteed

Annuities to Help You Survive Your Retirement, " will tell you

what questions to ask.

The report is FREE and shows you how to get more benefits

from your existing assets and help preserve your annuity value.

Call 800-800-4960, ext. 7405 (24 hours)

for your FREE report!
A memberof ilic

]

Dr. Richard Pucciarelli

Certified Senior Advisor

Member ofAsset Protectors and Advisors Group

^Minute' is double-trouble fun

CN S PHOio FROM Warner Bros. Pictures

Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen star in "New York Minute," a cotton-candy comedy

about twin sisters with polar opposite personalities who wind up being pursued

around Manhattan by a bungling gangster and an overzealous truant officer.

The frothy but forgettable fluff keeps Its screwball silliness sanitary while

promoting a family-value message, that, compared to harder-edged teen fare,

most parents would take in a New York minute. Some slight sibling issues and

mild sensuality. The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-II

— adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture Association of America rating

is PG — parental guidance suggested.

Movie capsules

"Mean Girk"
Catty teen comedy about an inse-

cure 15-year-old, home-schooled for

most of her life and raised in the African

bush, who gets a crash course in the law

of the social jungle when she is thrust

into a public high school and gets stung

by its reigning queen bee.

The film explores the psychological

minefields navigated by many young
girls and imparts a positive self-esteem

message, but its hard-edged sexual ref-

erences make it unsuitable for the 'tween

and teen audience it seems aimed at.

Recurring crude language and hu-

mor, some drug references and implied

underage drinking. The USCCB Office

for Film & Broadcasting classification is

A-III— adults. The Motion Picture As-

sociation of America rating is PG-13 —
parents are strongly cautioned. Some
material may be inappropriate for chil-

dren under 13.

"Van Helsing"

Dreadful action adventure about a

notorious monster hunter sent to

Transylvania by a secret Vatican

agency and charged with helping a local

vampire slayer rid the world of Count

Dracula and other fiendish creatures in-

cluding werewolves and Frankenstein's

monster.

Despite stylishly gothic atmospher-

ics, this long, loud and ludicrous monster

mash amounts to little more than over-

wrought special-effects sequences with-

out any thought given to story — let

alone characters to sink your teeth into.

Incessant comic-book violence, an

implied sexual encounter, some innu-

endo and frightening images. The
USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting

classification is A-III— adults. The Mo-
tion Picture Association of America rat-

ing is PG-13 — parents are strongly

cautioned. Some material may be inap-

propriate for children under 13.

SAFETY MEDICAL
ALERT SYSTEMSm

c

Are You or a Loved One Living Alone?
ResponseUnk is your answer for enhanced independence and safety!

ymJ^,^ * 24-hour emergency &
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Local offices open 24 hours a day to assist your immediate needs.
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IN THE NEWS
May 14, 2004

Immigration bill to fix system

BILL, from pagel

said would go far to repair an inad-

equate immigration system.

The Safe, Orderly Legal Visas and

Enforcement, or SOLVE, Act would al-

low people who have entered the coun-

try illegally to apply for legal residency if

they have been here for more than five

years and held jobs. It also would break

through backlogs in applications for

family reunification visas and create two

programs for workers in low-skilled,

temporary jobs.

In a statement the same day, Coad-

jutor Bishop Thomas G. Wenski of Or-

lando, Fla., offered his support for the bill

as chairman of the migration committee.

The bill reforms "crucial areas ofour

immigration system in a way that pro-

tects the rights of U.S. and foreign work-

ers; promotes family unity; and grants

migrant workers and their families in

the United States the opportunity to be-

come permanent residents, and if they so

choose, U.S. citizens," Bishop Wenski
said in the statement.

In introducing the bill in the Senate,

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., said

much of the nation's economy depends

upon immigrant labor, yet millions of

those workers lack the legal right to be

in the country.

"These workers and their families

live in constant fear of deportation and are

easy targets of abuse and exploitation by

unscrupulous employers and by crimi-

nals," he said. "Many risk great danger

and even death to cross our borders."

Bishop Wenski said the legislation

will help create legal avenues for mi-

grants to come to the United States and

join their families.

"It will significantly repair an immi-

gration system which is inadequate to

meet the migration flows of the 21st

century and which all too often under-

mines the basic rights and dignity of the

human person," his statement said.

The U.S. bishops "witness almost

daily the exploitation and abuse of mi-

grant workers who seek to support

themselves and their families; the dis-

cord in local communities, especially

along our southern border, which are

impacted by immigration; and, most
disturbingly, the deaths of migrants, in-

cluding women and children in remote

areas of the American Southwest,"

Bishop Wenski said.

Kennedy said the legislation would

benefit both workers and businesses by

improving wages and woTking condi-

tions, and would strengthen national se-

curity by encouraging people without

legal documentation to come forward

and legalize their status.

A statement from the National

Council of La Raza said it is unlikely

that the SOLVE Act would pass this

legislative year, but that it offers the best

approach to immigration reform of the

several bills introduced so far.

"It neither increases nor decreases

immigration," said the statement from

council president Raul Yzaguirre.

"Rather, it makes legality the norm
by bringing hard-working immigrants

out of the shadows and allowing them to

earn their legal status, and by creating

the necessary legal channels for needed

workers to enter the United States in the

future," he said.

The bishops of the United States

and Mexico in 2003 issued a joint pasto-

ral letter in which they called for the

governments ofboth countries to change

policies, including making it easier to

legally immigrate to the United States,

creating a system for illegal immigrants

to legalize their status and better pro-

tecting the civil rights of migrants.
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Bill would require hospitals

to report Illegal Immigrants
WASHINGTON (CNS)- Legislation that would

require hospitals to report on patients' immigration

status would create a new role for hospital per-

sonnel, "that of border patrol agents," according

to the Catholic Health Association.

The bill, HR 3722, would require hospitals to ask

patients about their immigration status, get finger-

prints or photos of those who cannot prove their

legal residency if asked, and send the information

on to the Department of Homeland Security's Im-

migration and Customs Enforcement bureau.

Compliance with the reporting law would be a

requirement for hospitals to be reimbursed by the

federal government for treating illegal immigrants

who have no medical insurance and cannot af-

ford to pay their bills.

In a letter Congress urging them to oppose the

legislation, the Catholic Health Association and six

other hospital groups said the bill "would virtually

ensure that illegal immigrants will avoid getting the

appropriate and timely life-saving health care they

need, when they need it."

The bill's sponsor. Rep. Dana Rohrabacher, R-

Calif., said the bill would help address "the great-

est threat to the American people ... the still uncon-

trolled flood of illegal immigration into our society."

Marcela Urrutia, of the National Council of La

Raza, said HR 3722 "will create such fear among

immigrant families it will lead to deaths," because

people will not seek medical care for fear of being

deported.
i

Current federal law requires hospitals to provide

treatment to anyone seeking it and prohibits asking

patients about their immigration status. If passed,

Rohrabacher's bill would supercede that provision.

Would a woman in labor have to be sure she

takes her immigration papers with her to the hos-

pital to avoid triggering an inquiry as she is giving

birth? asked Eliseo Medina, vice president of the

Service Employees International Union.

"Will everyone be asked for their documents or

only some people? On what basis? Skin color?

Last name?" Medina asked.

"It's a quagmire the health system doesn't need,"

he said. "It's baffling that Congress would waste

time on this."

The bill also would require hospitals to ask illegal

immigrants for information about their employers,

who would then be billed for the patients' treatment.

Bishop Wenski's statement said the

new bill would make necessary reforms

in those areas.

Besides commending the sponsors

of the bill, Bishop Wenski also credited

President George W. Bush's proposals

to reform the immigration system and

said the bishops look forward to work-

ing with him and member of Congress

"to enact legislation which provides a

measure ofjustice to the migrant, while

also serving the common good of all."

DOMINICAN SISTERS o
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• Daily Mass • Group Discussions

• Holy Hour with Exposition and Benediction

• Individual Conferences

• Personal Prayer Times

June 4, 5 and 6

at our Motherhouse,

Hawthorne, New York

easily accessible by train or car

and approximately 45 minutes

from major New York area airports

Reservations required.

Contact: Sr. Teresa Marie

at: (91 4) 769-4794

e-nnail: SrTeresaM@aol.conn

Website: hawttiorne-donninicans.org

Rose Hawthorne,

Servant of God,

Foundress

Cause opened in

February 2002

II
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IN THE NEWS

STANDING ON FAITH

Mexican woman helps migrants deal with

life as amputees

CNS PHOTO BY Ju*N OE Dios Garcia Davish

Undocumented workers from Central America hop rail cars in an attempt to escape

Mexican authorities in the state of Chiapas, Mexico, in autumn 2003. Hopeful of

finding work, immigrants board trains headed for the United States, but some lose

their limbs in accidental falls or from train-gang violence. The Good Shepherd

Shelter run by Olga Sanchez in Tapachula, Mexico, provides physical and spiritual

care for amputees.

BY JO TUCKMAN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

TAPACHULA, Mexico — Wilmer
Dubon said every day he thanks God he

is still alive after members of a violent

youth gang pushed him off a freight

train laden with hundreds of Central

American migrants heading for the

United States.

Dubon, who lay for eight hours on

the track before he was taken to a hospi-

tal to have his left leg amputated at the

thigh, said learning to feel grateful has

not been easy.

"At first I wanted vengeance. I

wanted to kill the people who had done

this to me," said the 25-year-old Hondu-
ran farmer who left his tiny village for

the United States because it was the only

hope he felt he had to pull his family out

of poverty.

"I didn't feel like living any more,"

Dubon said, telling ofa feeling of useless-

ness after waking up from the anesthesia

to discover he had lost a leg. "But now
things are getting a bit better."

Dubon has found some solace in a

threadbare charity shelter for Central

American amputees in the sticky low-

land Mexican city ofTapachula, near the

Guatemalan border where the train be-

gins its journey north.

The Good Shepherd Shelter was set

up by a Mexican charismatic Catholic,

Olga Sanchez, who promised God to

dedicate her life to others 13 years ago
after she recovered from cancer. She de-

cided to concentrate on helping the

train's victims after witnessing their

struggle to come to terms with their

broken bodies and shattered dreams.

"I know what it is like to feel that

everything is over, to feel helpless,"

Sanchez said. "I tell them my experience

and I tell them that you don't need arms

or legs to live and do God's work."

I Sanchez, 46, recounted her own de-

pression when doctors told her she had

six months to live. She said she was close

to committing suicide when a woman
she met in church persuaded her to visit

a herbalist she now credits with her re-

covery.

"I believed in God before, but not the

way I do now," said Sanchez, who runs a

prayer meeting in the shelter every

night. "He rescued me."

Sanchez said there are three t3q5es of

amputees who end up in her shelter:

those who fell while trying to jump onto

a train, those who slipped off from ex-

haustion and those, like Dubon, pushed

off by gangs.

"They all come traumatized, and

many don't want to live, especially the

ones who have lost their legs," said

Sanchez before cleaning out the wounds
of a recent amputee.

"They are ashamed to go back to

their own countries; they think that they

cannot work anymore," she said.

Dressed in white with her black hair

flowing down her back and a heavy

crucifix swinging around her neck, CNS PHOTO BV Jo TuCKMAN

Honduran Wilmer Dubon, his leg

amputated after he was pushed off a

freight train headed for the United

States, regains his life at the Good

Shepherd Shelter in Tapulcha, Mexico,

April 23.

Sanchez seeks to keep the atmosphere

positive in the shelter she set up five

years ago after running out of space to

tend to the patients in her own house.

With 25 to 30 amputees at any one

time, the shelter is at capacity; Sanchez

said she dreams of building a larger

shelter on the outskirts of Tapachula.

Sanchez said the Good Shepherd

Shelter is run entirely from donations

garnered from knocking on doors and

selling second-hand clothing. She re-

cently received a more substantial gift

from a Swiss benefactor for the purchase

of artificial limbs for her guests to take
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with them when they are deported by

the Mexican authorities.

Massive migration from Central

America to the United States dates back

to the region's civil wars of the 1980s.

Now migrants are striking out for eco-

nomic reasons.

Enough make it for the risks to seem

worthwhile, even though it is common
knowledge that their chances of being

caught and deported are high and the

possibOity of mutilation or death is real.

Last year, Mexican authorities de-

tained 155,000 undocumented Central

Americans, sending the vast majority

home within hours. During the first

three months of 2004, they detained

nearly 65,000 — 50 percent more than

during the same period in 200.3.

The huge increase reflects not only

the rising tide of Central American mi-

gration, but also a Mexican crackdown

along traditional routes such as the

freight trains that start just before

Tapachula and crisscross the country,

headed for the northern border 1,300

miles away.

More and better-organized raids

are pushing migrants to take more risks.

Each day, for the hundreds who take the

train, this means constantly leaping on

and olf moving train cars.

The migrants also are frequent vic-

tims of a violent Salvadoran and Hondu-
ran gang, Mara Salvatrucha, which uses

the railways in southern Mexico as its

new domain.

The vast majority of the current

wave of Central Americans heading

north are from Honduras, Guatemala
and EI Salvador. The contingent from

Honduras is growing particularly fast as

Hondurans give up hope that their

economy will recover from the devastat-

ing blow dealt by Hurricane Mitch.

Most of the patients in the Good Shep-

herd Shelter are Honduran.

This has prompted Sanchez to be-

gin exploring the possibility of setting

up a workshop for the amputees from

that country so that they might have

some job skills once they return home.

"Honduras is a difficult place for

them," said Sanchez.

She said she has driven many of her

patients back to their tiny hillside ham-
lets where moving around with artificial

limbs or in wheelchairs poses particular

challenges.

Leticia Melia looks with suspicion at

her two new legs lying on her bed in the

shelter. She set out from Honduras a few-

months ago with a cousin and a friend,

leaving her baby and two young chil-

dren with her mother.

The threesome traveled througli

Guatemala with relatively little trouble,

but once in Mexico Melia bungled her

jump onto the train near Tapachula and

lost both her legs as a result.

"Sometimes I don't want to go,"

Melia says of her impending return

home, weighing the desire to see her

children again with the shame she feels

at the manner of her return. "I went to

work to help my family, and now I am
just going to be a burden."

Editor's Note: Olga Sanchez
may be contacted by e-mail at:

olgasanchezmartinez@hotmail.com or

vraselli@gmx.ch.- The address for Good
Shepherd Shelter is: 1 1 privada sur, No.

303, Tapachula, Chiapas, Mexico.

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-^336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
(Xfii

Lowest
Selecticm vAy Prices

Drivers wanted.

"Nothing Could Be Finer" Members ofSt. Gabriel

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas
for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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BAC NAMES NEW ASSOCIATE DEAN

AROUND THE DIOCESE
May 14, 2004

Dr. Elaine Sipe to head adult

and continuing education

program

BELMONT — Belmont Abbey
College has appointed Dr. Elaine Sipe

to the newly created position of associ-

ate dean for adult and continuing edu-

cation.

Sipe, who is currently dean of Uni-

versity College and a professor of educa-

tion at Concordia University, had previ-

ously served as director of the Adult

Degree Program at Belmont Abbey Col-

lege.

"I am preparing with eager antici-

pation to return to Belmont to continue

my profession as an adult educator,"

said Sipe, who is now planning for her

Abbey homecoming.

"I look forward to listening to

members of the Belmont Abbey com-
munity and local citizens regarding

their educational dreams and to mak-
ing those dreams a reality," she said.

As associate dean for adult and con-

tinuing education, Sipe will oversee all

aspects of the Adult Degree Program at

Belmont Abbey College. She will be re-

sponsible for working closely with the

academic dean, faculty, ADP staff and

local businesses and organizations in

conducting a thorough review of the

program, evaluating the needs of the

greater Charlotte region and developing

a long-range plan to strengthen and pro-

mote continuing adult education.

Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION: Dy-
namic and welcoming Faith community seeking

experienced Director of Faith Formation with

ma.ster'.s degree in religious education. Send
resume and a statement of your vision of Faith

Formation to: St. Paul the Apostle Catholic

Church, Faith Formation Search Committee,
271.5 Hor.se Pen Creek Road, Greensboro, NC
27410; fax (336) 294-6 149; e-mail

jmalmfelt®stpaulcc.org,

TEACHING POSITIONS: K-8. Immaculate
Heart of Mary School has openings for two
primary school teacliing positions, a full-time

Art teacher, a part-time Spanish teacher and
Teacher's Aids positions for the 2004-2005
Academic year. Teachers must be North Caro-

lina certified - minimum successful three years'

experience preferred. Please fax resume, cover

letter and references to (336) 884-1849) or

email to Nachter@ihmchurch.org or mail di-

rectly to Immaculate Heart of Mary School,

605 Barbee Avenue, High Point, NC 27262 -

ATTN: Principal. Deadline is May 21, 2004.

YOUTH MINISTER: Dynamic and welcoming
faith community seeking experienced Youth
Minister with bachelor's degree. Send resume

Dr. Elaine Sipe

"Given the highly competitive and

dynamic nature of adult and continu-

ing education, Dr. Sipe's expertise and

familiarity with the mission and values

of Belmont Abbey will serve us ex-

tremely well," said Dr. Dean de la

Motte, academic dean at Belmont Ab-
bey College.

"I am thrilled that after being so

involved in the Adult Degree Program
in its early days at Sacred Heart (Col-

lege) and here at the Abbey, she has

agreed to return at this moment in our

history," he said.

and a statement of your vision of Youth Minis-

try to: St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Church,

Youth Minister Search Committee, 2715 Horse
Pen Creek Road, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax

(336) 294-6149; e-mail

jmalmfelt@stpaulcc.org

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 845-1416.

VAN: Dodge 99 Maxi - 1 ton. Church or school

van. 65,000 miles. Front-rear air. Stereo, full

power. White. Super clean. 704-309-5666.

FOR RENT

CONDO: Hilton Head, 2 BR/2 BA Condo, roof-

top pool, .steps from beach, Coligiiy Plaza area.

(502) 454-4324

SERVICES

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING: Marie's Multi-

Cleaning Services. Interior Vacuuming and
Dressing. Comprehensive hand washing. Expert
waxing and ptjlishing. At YOUR convenience.

Call 704-392-4617.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads maybe E-mailedtockfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 1 23 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

ASSISTANT CAMPUS MINISTER

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, located in the TRIAD area of North

Carolina, is searching for an additional full-time campus minister to work

with an established yet growing ministry. If you are a Catholic adult with a

degree in Liberal arts including some course work in education, scripture and

spiritual development and/or two years or more of practical experience as a

youth or campus minister, please consider this opportunity.

BMCHS has an established campus ministry program, which is responsible for

supervising all liturgical activities, retreat programs, community service and

peer ministry programs."

We need an energetic, highly motivated and deeply religious person to help

direct our young people toward a meaningful, life-affirming journey with Christ.

The position's starting salary is competitive. We also offer life insurance and

an exceptional health benefits plan, plus paid holidays. If interested, please

contact George Repass, Principal, Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School,

1725 NC Highway 66S, Kemersville, NC 27284. Phone: (336)564-1010

DIRECTOR
OFFICE OF CHILD AND YOUTH PROTECnON

The Archdiocese of Atlanta is seeking a Director for the Office of Child and

Youth Protection. The responsibilities of this position include providing

education, resources and support on child abuse and its prevention

throughout the Archdiocese of Atlanta. The qualified candidate will hold a

Master's degree or equivalent in counseling or social work. Experience

working with victims and survivors of abuse is needed. Knowledge of the

Catholic teachings and of community resources and referrals for child abuse

required. Please submit resume to:

Cathy Hood, Secretary for Human Resources

Archdiocese of Atlanta

680 W. Peachtree Street, NW
Atlanta, GA 30308

Fax # (404) 885-7497 or e-mail: catholicjobs@archatl.com

PRINCIPAL - IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY SCHOOL
HIGH POINT, NORTH CAROLINA

The Catholic Community of Immaculate Heart of Mary in High Point, NC seeks

an energetic, highly motivated individual with vision and initiative. Founded in

1947, Immaculate Heart of Mary is a K-8 parochial school with a long-standing

tradition of excellence. At a current enrollment of 255, IHM is literally bursting

at the seams with students and excitement. We pride ourselves on being one of

the most technologically advanced Catholic educational facilities in the

Diocese of Charlotte. We look forward to seeing the construction of a new
school on the grounds of our new church in the future.

Applicants must be practicing Catholics possessing or pursuing a master's

degree, preferably in educational administration or curriculum instruction.

The successful candidate will have at least 5 years' experience in a

leadership position, and have experience with school management, human

resources, and instructional leadership. This candidate should currently hold

or be capable of attaining a NC Principal's Certificate. Of utmost importance

is a commitment to excellence through dedication to the school community.

We seek a compassionate, caring individual with the leadership skills

necessary to inspire his/her faculty, parents, and students. Contract start

date is July I, 2004.

We offer a comprehensive benefits package which includes medical, dental,

and life insurance, 403B retirement incentives, and paid vacation and

holidays. Salary is commensurate with education and experience. Interested

candidates should send a resume, written philosophy of education, and

references - ASAP to Principal Search Committee, 605 Barbee Ave, High

Point, NC 27262. Resumes may also be faxed to (336)884-1849 or sent via

e-mail to nachter@ihmchurch.org.
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Pro-life official praises FDA

denial of 'morning-after pill'

PILL, from page 1

Plan B, marketed by-Barr^ Pharma-

euticals, is designed to be taken within

'2 hours after unprotected intercourse,

t involves a large dose ofprogestin-only

rirth control pills, which are available

)nly by prescription.

Ruse said Plan B is "marketed and

idvertised as a 'contraceptive' but its

)wn proponents admit tliat it works be-

bre and after conception."

"The Plan B distributor may argue

hat it's all the same, but preventing

luman life from beginning is not the

iame as destroying life that has already

)egun," Ruse said. "Women deserve to

mow the truth about drugs that are

narketed to them, and teenage girls

ihould not be sold potentially dangerous

ibortifacient drugs off the shelf"

In its decision, the FDA left the door

)pen for approval of over-the-counter

sales of Plan B in the future.

"You have not provided adequate

lata to support a conclusion that Plan B
:an be used safely by young adolescent

ATomen for emergency contraception

without the professional supervision of a

practitioner licensed by law to adminis-

ter the drug," said Dr. Steven Galson,

acting director of the FDA's Center for

Drug Evaluation and Research, in a let-

ter to Barr.

The letter suggested that Barr "pro-

vide additional data demonstrating that

Plan B can be used safely by women
under 16 years of age without profes-

sional supervision" or submit a revised

application for approval of over-the-

counter sales only to those 16 and over,

whDe keeping a prescription-only option

for those under 16.

Bruce Downey, chairman and CEO
of Barr, said the company was encour-

aged by the FDA's suggestions, and

looked forward "to working with the

agency toward approval of Plan B for

over-the-counter use."

"It is frightening to think that

young women could potentially be able

to obtain this drug over the counter,"

said Maggi Nadol, program director of

the diocesan Respect Life office.

"Even more fi"ightening is the way it

is attempting to pretend that actions have

no consequences— just pop a pill and all

Editor Diocesan Magazine
The Catholic Diocese of Raleigh is seeking an editor to be responsible for the

local editorial content, photography and the overall quality of the magazine.

The editor will review all general articles to ensure consistency with the

teachings of the Catholic Church. The editor will write articles, features and

recruit columnists. Supervises magazine staff and oversees free lancers.

Candidates must have B.A. in Journalism or equivalent, 5 years magazine
experience and be in full communion with the Church. Bi-lingual (Spanish)

helpful. EOE. Send resume and salary requirements to:

Director of Human Resources

Catholic Diocese of Raleigh

715 Nazareth Street

Raleigh, NC 27606

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY
St. Raphael, a diverse Jesuit parish of 4,000 families in Raleigh, NC seeks a

dynamic practicing Catholic as full-time director of Youth Ministry for grades

6-12. Responsibilities include the development and implementation of a

comprehensive ministry and sacramental program, the recruitment of youth

and adult leaders, as well as the development of young leaders. Successful

candidate will collaborate with the pastoral staff and lay leaders. Must have

youth ministry experience with a Bachelor's degree in Theology/Religious Ed

(Master's degree preferred). Spanish a plus. Competitive salary and benefits.

For more information, see our parish website @ www.saintraphael.org.

Send resume, statement of your vision of youth ministry and 3 letters of

reference by May 30, 2004 to:

St. Raphael Catholic Church
Attn: Ron Luciani

5801 Falls of Neuse Road
Raleigh, NC 27609

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Haring

Amanda Gilbert, 26, walks away from an anti-abortion demonstrator pleading his

position during the March for Women's Lives April 25 in Washington. "The voice of

reason prevailed" in the Food and Drug Administration's May 6 decision to withhold

permission for over-the-counter sales of the "morning-after pill," said the U.S.

bishops' chief spolceswoman on pro-life issues.

traces of having sex are removed," said

Nadol. "What about the emotional reper-

cussions, the possibility of sexually trans-

mitted diseases and the most ignored is-

sue, the moral implications?"

The FDA's decision also drew com-
ment from officials of the American Life

League and the Population Research In-

stitute, among other groups.

"While we are quite pleased" with

the FDA action, it "is far from being

totally satisfactory," said Judie Brown,

president of American Life League, in a

statement.

"There are no studies indicating

the long-term side effects of these pills

when used by adolescents, nor are

there studies to help us understand

what will happen to a young woman
who relies solely on the megadoses
these pills dump into her system each

time she takes the pills," she said.

"The best thing the FDA can do

now for American women and their

progeny is to take the next logical step

and remove these pills from the market

altogether," Brown added.

Stephen W. Mosher, president ofthe

Population Research Institute, said ap-

proval of over-the-counter sales of Plan

B "would be an act of almost unprec-

edented recklessness where women's
lives are concerned — especially the

lives of very young women."

"The law has a teaching role," he

added. "How many people — especially

teenage girls — are inclined to think,

'It's legal, so it must be OK; if it weren't

safe, they wouldn't legalize it'?"

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed

to this story.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL
SEEKING PRINCIPAL

St. Joseph Catholic School in Columbia, S.C., is accepting applications for

principal of the parish elementary school, grades K4-6. With 360 students

and a staff of 33, St. Joseph is well supported by its parish femily and

enjoys an excellent student to teacher ratio. The school has provided its

students with a strong foundation in academics and Catholic spiritual beliefs

for 47 years and has an active parent-teacher organization, family events,

athletics and after school activities. Located in a pleasant neighborhood, the

school and church were recently renovated to accommodate parish growth

and expanded activities. Successful candidates should possess:

• A Master's degree in School Administration (or Administration courses)

• Eligibility for South Carolina elementary principal's certificate

• At least five years teaching experien^ce

• A philosophy of inclusiveness

• Active and practicing Catholic

• Elementary School Experience

Applications are due May 21, 2004.

Please send a letter of introduction, resume and three references to:

Rev. Msgr. Charles Rowland. St. Joseph Church

3600 Devine St., Columbia, SC 29205 • StJoeCHR@aol.com

Salary is negotiable, visit www.stjosdevine.com

For additional information, contact: Mary Kay Rushman, 803-254-7646 ext.8
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Pope, at audience, encourages

faithful to aiways trust in God
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — In the face of

serious trouble and even death, believers

are called to trust in God, "who remains

ever faithful to his promises" to save

those he created and loves. Pope John

Paul II said.

At his May 12 weekly general audi-

ence, the pope said Psalm 30 "demon-

strates that we must never let ourselves

be entrapped by the dark snare of des-

peration when it appears that all is lost."

The human longing for God's help

in overcoming trials and death is, in the

end, an expression of a hope for eternal

life, he said.

'The satisfaction of this powerful as-

piration was fully assured with the res-

urrection of Christ, for which we can

never thank God enough," the pope said.

The crowd of 15,000 people at the

general audience in St. Peter's Square

included some 900 religious women
from more than 65 countries participat-

ing in the assembly of the International

Union of Superiors General, as well as a

handful of Polish children who received

their first Communion in Rome.

Speaking in Polish, the pope said, "I

entrust to God all of the children who, at

this time of year, are receiving Christ in

their hearts for the first time."

"May they learn to love Jesus with

their whole lives and, with the help ofthe

mother of God, may they always perse-

vere in the faith," he said.

Pope John Paul also prayed that as

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

children receive first Communion their

parents and siblings will grow in faith.

The pope also welcomed 180 mili-

tary officers participating in courses at

the Rome-basedNATO Defense College,

which offers programs on political, mili-

tary and security issues and prepares

officers for NATO command positions.

Speaking in English, the pope of-

fered the college personnel "prayerful

good wishes for their efforts to promote

international peace and security."

Also attending the audience were

residents and supporters of Rondine-

Cittadella della Pace, an experiment in

building a model town dedicated to

peace education and hospitality.

'To them and to everyone present, I

renew my call to pray for peace in the

world, especially in Iraq and in the

Middle East," the pope said.

"With the support of the interna-

tional community, may those beloved

populations set out with determination

on the path of reconciliation, dialogue

and cooperation," he said.

An emotional connection

with God? i

"1 liked your article on contempla-

tion," a reader wrote, "but there is still

something nagging at me. Why is it so

hard for me to connect with the ever-

present, loving, pure, brilliant Supreme
Being?"

Alas, St. Augustine had the same
problem. He said, "Our hearts are rest-

less until they rest in Thee O Lord."

We all feel the same frustration, yet

the Holy Spirit is dwelling within us.

Some ask in exasperation: "Is he really

there? If so, why doesn't he make his

presence felt?"

Good people from the beginning of

time have done everything from sacrific-

ing their young to almost starving

themselves to death in order to connect

with their Creator. We all wonder about

it. If you love someone and that person

loves you, shouldn't there be some way
to experience that person's presence?

Shouldn't there be an emotional connec-

tion with God?
With human relationships, the an-

swer is yes, but in the realm of the super-

natural we have to do it God's way.

Occasionally he does lift someone up to

mystical heights, but only rarely. More
often than not, prayer can be terribly

dry. Disappointment is inevitable, un-

less you persevere.

Why not begin to approach prayer

differently? Why not freshen it with joy?

"Choose" to be joyful. "Believe" deeply in

God's love, and "rejecf those negative

thoughts and feelings.

When Mary and Martha com-
plained to Jesus about his not being

there when their brother Lazarus died,

he answered, "Your brother will rise

again."

Martha didn't like that answer: "I

know that he will rise again in the resur-

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

1(

rection at the last day."

Jesus interrupted: "I am the resur

rection and the life. Those who believe I

me will live, even though they die, aii'

everyone who lives and believes in m
will never die" (Jn 11:25).

This is a strange way of sayin

"Trust me." He doesn't apologize. H
doesn't offer an excuse. He simply chal

lenges Martha. He is telling her to disrt'

gard her feelings of confijsion and doub
He wants her to make a leap of faith.

Here's a little test for you:

When Jesus says, "The kingdom
God is within you," do you believe him

This belief is not a matter of feelings; it';

a matter of intellectual acceptance. Fait

is knowledge given by someone yo
trust. Either you believe or you don't

God is present to your soul no mar

ter what you may be feeling at any give

moment. When you say yes to this trutJ

you come alive. Listen to these words (

the Pscdms: "In your presence there

the fullness ofjoy; in your right hand

pleasures forevermore." "You make
glad with the joy ofyour presence." "Yo

turn our mourning into dancing.

These are all expressions of exubei

ance. Such feelings are repeated over an

again in the Bible. Usually they ai

manifest within the context of commi
nal prayer. When you have a who'

community around you singing praise;
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Coming

ofAge

KAREN DIETLEIN
CNS Columnist

Vote me off" the island, please. This

particular Average Jane has had quite

enough of the bachelors, big brothers, idols

and survivors that have come to rule our

cultural roost the past few years.

I was standing in line at the drug-

store with aspirin and Altoids, killing

time by paging through a magazine. On
the cover was a picture of a square^jawed,

handsome man — the new "Bachelor,"

the caption said. Behind me, two women
were engaged in an anti-Trump tirade,

cursing out the real-estate czar for sack-

ing Kwame. Over the speaker system,

"American Idol" finalist Clay Aiken sang

about invisibility.

It was too much. I hojx'd to find a

refiige from the reality-show onslaught in

my car, where a local DJ took calls from

Vote me off the island, please
listeners defending American Idol contes-

tant LaToya London.

'Yo, vote for Fantasia! Ifs more im-

portant than the presidential election!" he

joked.

After hoping desperately that people

don't actually believe him, I conceded that

the DJ may be partially right. My drug-

store experience only goes to show how
omnipresent reality shows are and how
much influence they've had on pop culture

and the way we look at the world.

And I'm not sure that's a

good thing.

On MTVs 'The Real World" each

season— come on, you know the drill—
eight strangers are picked to live in a house

together. Their every move is filmed and

aired once a week to millions who watch

them fight, talk on the phone and spill their

secret confessions to MTV cameras.

While I enjoyed the show, there was

nothing "real" about it. The houses were

huge, with amenities the average 20-

something couldn't hope to own: private

docks, new furniture, backyard Jacuzzis

and gourmet kitchens. And interactions

sometimes rang hollow due to the blatant

black-and-white stereotypes that ruled

over a few seasons — the ultrareligious

Christian girl, the punk-rock atheist, the

fashionista, the homophobe, the gay man,

the macho jock.

To win on "Survivor," you have to

outfox people intent on stabbing you in the

back while you attempt to do the same to

them. Never mind that if I were stranded

in the middle of nowhere with only a

bathing suit, a set of brains and eight other

people, I'd probably want them around to

help me hunt, gather and construct some

decent shelter.

For many world cultures, commu-
nity ties— helping each other out, creat-

ing a better world for one another— are

crucial to an individual's very existence.

For our TV survivors, having those ties

and loyalties are signs of weakness.

Scrambling to the top on the backs of

others, forsaking friends and betra3nng

neighbors are cardinal virtues.

"Survivor" is not the kind of world

want to live in.

I watched "The Bachelor" for a litti A
while, only to succumb to a sense ofnausi

watching him smooch, snog and woo
girls at once. (They really want a guy wH j^npi

goes from girl to girl like that? Ugh!) Tl

girls change who they essentially are

survive the rose ceremonies and stay (

the Bachelor's good side, sublimating th(

own special qualities in order to mo
themselves into the Bachelor's ide

woman.
Whatever happened to loving som

one for who he or she is?

I think there's very little truth in tli

backstabbing and bickering of "Survive

in the forced "love'of"Tlie Bachelor" and

the homes ofthe "Real World." Yet, it's si

everywhere: in our conversations, o

books, our schools, our music and o

philosophies.

And, in the process, they are becomii

our reality.
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How much is a parish secretary worth?

One of the tew pieces of practical

oastoral advice I got in the seminary

^as, "When you get to the parish

nake friends with two people, the cook

jnd the secretary."

Since our parish does not have a

:ook, there is one crucial person to

nake friends with: the secretary.

People not intimately connected

vvith parish life probably don't have an

ippreciation of how essential a parish

secretary is to a healthy parish. She—
generally a she — is often the first

joint of contact for people with our

Darish. If she is friendly, the parish is

jerceived as friendly.

Our parish secretary is unfailingly

riendly, greeting people with sympa-

:hy and kindness.

The parish secretary is also, in

nany ways the repository of the par-

sh memory. She keeps the sacramen-

:al records and the parish rolls. She

•emembers who is coming and who is

yoing; who has had a baby, wedding,

funeral or tragedy.

The parish secretary, in many par-

ishes, outlasts the pastor. Our secretary

nas served three pastors here and un-

derstands the different styles and plans

jfeach one. In my case we have worked

together for nine years, and she still

knows more about the community and

the families than I ever will.

Parish

Diary

FATHER
PETER J. DALY
CNS Columnist

Like the pastor, the parish secre-

tary has to be skilled at a variety of

tasks and has to have seemingly con-

tradictory or at least "contrasting"

skills. She has to be a detail person,

recording Mass intentions and paying

bills with accuracy.

She also has to be a people person,

ready to stop and talk with the people

who come in about a funeral or a sick

loved one.

Being a parish secretary often calls

for long hours, low pay and hard

work. Our parish secretary works six

days per week. We pay her for five, but

she donates each Saturday as her gift

to the parish as part of her tithing of

her time, talent and treasure.

People sometimes presume too

much of her. They always presume
that she will be there to unlock the

door whenever they arrive. They pre-

sume that she will not only reserve a

room for their group but find them
trash bags, set aside a can of coffee for

them and put up signs advertising

their meeting.

She does all those things, besides

getting the bulletin out, running ofT

inserts and recording all the contribu-

tion records.

Secretaries in parishes always are

working under deadlines. They have

the liturgical season, with feasts that

require programs to be run off and
schedules to go out for all the various

ministries.

They also have the endless details

that people expect to be exactly right.

Each year our secretary has the huge
task of getting out about 1,000 state-

ments of contributions so that people

can take deductions on their taxes.

That means she has to record all their

gifts every week. People sometimes

presume she should know that the un-

marked $20 in the collection should

have been attributed to them.

This past week, I certainly found

out how much our parish secretary

does. Ours was out sick for her first

sick day in 18 years. That is an unbe-

lievable record. With the constant flow

ofpeople on the phone and through the

door, I realized how indispensable she

really is and how much any pastor

depends on a secretary.

I am happy to do my own cooking,

but I know I could never replace our

parish secretary.

The forms of absolutions
Q. At my parish before Easter, we

havefive priests in different locationsfor
the sacrament of penance. After some
Scripture, prayers and music, people line

up by each priest to confess their sins and
receive absolution.

Since there is such a shortage of
priests, why can 't one priest give a gen-

eral absolution to everyone? (Iowa)

A. The Catholic Church's Rite of

Penance provides three forms for

ministering and receiving this sacra-

ment. The first is the one-on-one en-

counter with the priest, which was
^he exclusive form most of us older

Catholics grew up with.

Second is the form you describe.

The ritual prescribes a ceremony of

Scripture readings, homily, examina-
tion of conscience and prayers, and
usually some music, with all peni-

tents present and participating.

The pastor tries to recruit a suffi-

;::ient number of priests from the sur-

rounding area who provide opportu-
nity for individual confession and ab-

solution. This way of celebrating the

sacrament of penance is common and
popular in many parishes today.

Among other advantages, as the

DfFicial ritual notes, it emphasizes the

fact that none of our sins are "pri-

vate." They all involve other people,

^m fact the whole church community,
in some way. Admitting our sins and

j
asking absolution together empha-
size that critical aspect of sin and
forgiveness.

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

The third official form for the rite

of penance is the one you suggest. All

the first part of the ceremony re-

mains, but after necessary explana-

tions one priest ministers absolution

to everyone at the same time.

By church regulations, this third

rite may now be used only on certain

very limited occasions, to be deter-

mined, if necessary, by the bishop of

the diocese.

The Holy Land village

of Ein Karem
Q. I am searching for information

about a village in the Holy Land called

Ein Karem. I am Lebanese American,

and our family name is similar. We've
been told that it comes from that little

town, where supposedly the visitation of
Mary to Elizabeth took place. We'd be

gratefulfor any information you can give.

(Ohio)

A. Ain Karem (the name means
spring of the vineyard) is a lovely

village about five miles from Jerusa-

lem, surrounded for thousands of

years by olive trees and vineyards.

Since the time of St. Helena
(fourth century), tradition has identi-

fied it as the home of Zechariah and
Elizabeth, and birthplace of John the

Baptist. It would thus have been
Mary's destination when she "set out

and traveled to the hill country of

Judah, where she entered the house of

Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth" (Lk

1:39-40).

For centuries the town was
mostly Arab, predominantly Muslim,
but about 10 percent Christian. It has

changed dramatically, however, in

the last two generations. Since 1948

it has been part of the Palestinian

territory occupied by Israel, and the

population is mostly Jewish. Some
monasteries and convents still exist

however.

The ancient Church of the Visita-

tion was totally rebuilt during the

last century. It, along with the

Church of St. John the Baptist, are

two jewels of the Holy Land.

More information than you will

want to absorb is available by an
Internet Google search for "ain

karem."

A free brochure answering questions

Catholics ask about the sacrament ofpen-

ance is available by sending a stamped,

self-addressed envelope to Father John

Dietzen, Box 325, Peoria, IL 61651.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jJdietzen@aol.com.

The selling

of religion

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK
CNS Columnist

During a visit to Malta, I took a

liking to the Maltese Cross. Its two cross-

bars are even in length, with two points at

each of their four ends. The eight points

on a Maltese Cross represent the eight

Beatitudes.

I thought, "What a wonderful gift

this would make for friends." I bought

several ofthe crosses and later was sorry I

hadn't purchased more.

Most people would think my desire to

buy crosses was normal, perhaps even

thoughtful. But after reading Vincent

Miller's book "Consuming Religion: Chris-

tian Faith and Practice in a Consumer
Culture," I am revisiting that question.

MUler encourages readers to reflect

on the pros and cons of a consumer age

glutted with commodities, and the effect

this has on religion. He asks whether in

selling religious goods, religion makes
itself all too much like other marketers.

The Maltese Cross symbolizes noble

knights who fought for religious prin-

ciples. More important, it symbolizes a

way of life according to Christ that is

antithetical to the way people usually live.

Did those to whom I gave this cross see it

as jewelry that would be admired or was

it cherished as a reminder of how they

should live?

Miller raises other soul-searching

questions. For example. Pope John Paul

II is a celebrity whom people will travel

thousands ofmiles to hear. When he is on

television, they make it a point to watch

him. As a commodity. Pope John Paul II

sells well. But when people hear him, do

they hear his message and act upon it.^

Miller gives another example of reli-

gion as a best-selling commodity. Before

and during Holy Week, there were a

number of Scripture scholars on televi-

sion commenting on variations in the

Scripture accounts of the Passion. How,
for example, did a large crowd appear to

condemn Christ, especially since this was

a high Jewish feast time when they would

be busy preparing their sacrifices?

I don't mean to be crass, but pro-

grams of this type sell weU. People need

religion. Marketers know this and also

know how to package it. But in consum-

ing such programs, are people con-

sciously or unconsciously seeking the bi-

zarre or are they searching for a way to

better know Christ?

We live in an era ofnew needs. There

is the need for therapy and things that

both soften and invigorate our lives,

bringing comfort and energy. It is an era

that also challenges us to take a better

look at how consumerism sells religion

and about our intentions and goals in

purchasing what is sold.



INCBCC
North Carolina Black Catholic Conference

June 25-27, 2004
Sheraton Hotel Four Seasons

Joseph S. Koury Convention Center

Greensboro, INC

Sponsored by

Office of African Ancestry Ministry & Evangelization

Diocese of Raieigli

and

Diocese of Charlotte

African American Affairs Committee

Opening Keynote Speaker

Monsignor Raymond East

Archdiocese of Washington, DC

Closing Liturgy with

Bishop F. Joseph Gossman ~ Diocese of Raleigh

Bishop Peter J. Jugis - Diocese of Charlotte

For More Information please contact:

Deacon Curtiss Todd at cptodd@charlottediocese.org

Martha Carter-Bailey at martha.bailey@raldioc.org

or call 919-821-9762

ROOTED IN FAITH

TMIISFORilEDBYTHESPIRIT

EMPOWERED FOR MINISM

Please Print Clearly

Please Check One:

Name

Ministry Position

Parish

Diocese

Address

City

Phone ( )

INCBC Conference 2004 Registration Form

Youth (age 11-18) Age

Gl Young Adult (age 19-35) Age

State

Email

Make Checks Payable to:

Mail to:

Adult

Zip

NCBC Conference

Registrar. Suzanne Smith

715 (Nazareth Street; Raleigh, MC 27606-2187

email: register@raldioc.org

Full Conference includes:

• Attendance to all sessions/workshops

• Vendor exhibits

• Conference materials

• Breakfast buffet Saturday and Sunday

• Recognition Banquet Saturday

NCBC Conference Registration Fees
Please check appropriate items:

Ul Full Conference per Person $ 100.00

Ql Saturday Only with Banquet $ 90.00

Participant in Young Adult Forum
during lunch (please checl^

Total Registration Fee Enclosed $

For Office Use Only: Date Received: Check Number Check Amount $
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Pope's birthday

like any otiier day,

butwitii cake,

spolcesmansays

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Al-

though there was a birthday

cake and a special lunch, Pope

John Paul II's birthday also

was "an ordinary day of work,"

the Vatican spokesman said.

The pope celebrated his

84th birthday May 18.

"For the Holy Father it

will be an ordinary day of

work and, especially, of thank-

ing God for the gift of life," said

Joaquin Navarro-Valls,

Vatican spokesman.

See BIRTHDAY, page 4

NEWS^fMERALD
SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

SEALED WITH A GIFT

Parish Profile:

St. Benedict the Moor

Church helps shape

Winston-Salem

Vicariate

I
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Confirmation

recalls,

reinforces

baptismal grace

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

Editor's Note: This is the

sixth story in a series on the seven

sacraments.

BELMONT — "Michael,

be sealed with the gift of the

Holy Spirit," said Bishop Peter

J. Jugis as he confirmed Miguel

Maldonado at Queen of the

Apostles Church May 17.

Within a span of several

weeks, hundreds of eighth-

See CONFIRMATION, page 7

Arm in arm

CNS PHOTO BY Debbie Hill

hafijeh Khalifeh, Arabic and Islamic religion teacher, and Sister

laria Goreth, catechism teacher, walk together during recess at

Latin Patriarchate parish school in the West Bank May 4. The

chool teaches catechism to Catholic students and Islam to Muslim

tudents, and helps foster peaceful values in an area where they

re sometimes not accepted. For the comf^ete stmy. see page 9

MARY, QUEEN OF HEAVEN AND EARTH

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Second-graders Anna Tonseth and Max Barrios crown a statue of Mary with a wreath of flowers.

Father John Putnam, pastor of Sacred Heart Church in Salisbury, celebrated the Children's Mass in

honor of the Blessed Mother May 14 for the students and faculty of Sacred Heart School.

SacredHeartstuden ts crown the BlessedMother

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAI F WRITER

CHARLOTTE — In a

month closely associated with

honoring mothers, Catholics

choose May to honor Mary as

the mother of Jesus and of the

church.

Following the Ecumenical

Council of Nicea II in 787,

public veneration of icons and
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'Crossroads of humanity'

Airportchaplainsgather, discuss

ministry

I
PAGE

4

images of Jesus, Mary and tlie

saints was no longer perse-

cuted by some in the church as

a form of idolatry. Conse-
quently, the tradition arose of

crowning a statue of Mary in

recognition of her position as

Queen of Heaven and Earth.

Coronation ceremonies
have been a tradition in the

Catholic Church since the 16th

Prayers in tlie air

Greensboroprayergroup

thrives for three decades

I
PAGE 5

century. Today, young girls

and boys who have recently

received their first Commun-
ion are typically selected to

crown a statue of Mary during

a special Mass in the month of

May.
Contact Staff Writer

Karen A. Evans by calling

(704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Culture Watcli

In book, pope wonders ifhe

was strictenough leader

I PAGES 10-11
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

BULLETING HISTORY

CNS PHOTO BY DiANNE ToWALSKI, St. ClOUD VISITOR

Joy Ebnet, a secretary at Five Saints Faith Community in Bowlus, Minn., adjusts the

tray that catches parish bulletins as they come off the copier in late April. Bulletins

can be a source of historical records for some parishes.

Bulletins seen as

communications tool but

also historical record
ST. CLOUD, Minn. (CNS) —

These days, it is rare for Catholics to exit

weekend Mass without a bulletin in

hand.

"It's valuable in that it's bringing

something tangible home — a souvenir

of the Mass, so to speak," said Father

James Hahn, pastor of Christ the King

Church in Cambridge.

James Thoennes, archivist for the Dio-

cese of St. Qoud, said he recaUs that when
taking Communion to the homebound he

would "bring along the bulletin, and that

was like a letter fi"om home."

Bulletins are an important vehicle

for communication between the pastor

and congregation and within the con-

gregation itself But for some parishes,

bulletins are a source of important his-

torical records.

The bulletins at Holy Spirit Church

in St. Cloud recently became an invalu-

able source of information when some-

one stole the parish safe. Lx)sing $4,000

in checks and cash was bad, said Father

Virgil Helmin, pastor, but so was losing

the parish documents.

While records of baptisms, mar-

riages and deaths were copied to the

chancery archives, Father Helmin said

what was printed in the bulletins about

parishioners' deaths, baptisms, wed-

dings, first Communions and confirma-

tions serves as the only record of those

events from November 1999 to the

night of the burglary.

The most important bulletin feature

was— and still is— the listing of Mass

times and intentions, Thoennes said, and

these are usually the first items to go

onto the page. As bulletins became more

common, they began to feature times for

confessions as well as requests for

prayer, he said.

With the growth of parish organiza-

tions. Father Hahn said bulletins elimi-

nate "the need of rattling off a lot of data"

in verbal announcements and "help

people focus more on the Mass, espe-

cially the Liturgy of the Word. It frees

up the Mass itself for a better worship

experience."

To those who ask that their event be

announced fi-om the pulpit "because no-

body reads the bulletin" — a highly

mistaken assumption, according to

many — Father Hahn has this rule of

thumb: Only those events that follow

immediately after Mass are announced

during Mass.

Bishops' official calls for recomtnitment

to just educational system
WASHINGTON (CNS) — On the

50th anniversary of the Supreme Court's

Brown vs. Board of Education desegrega-

tion ruling, the U.S. Catholic bishops' edu-

cation secretary said the Supreme Court

decision should "renew our commitment

to a just educational system."

"Without the Brown decision, it is

hard to imagine any serious efforts to

improve education for all children in the

United States," said Dominican Sister

Glenn Anne McPhee May 17.

She noted that the ruling, with its

declaration that "separate educational fa-

cilities are inherently unequal," repre-

sented what was a "long-overdue vic-

tory" at the time and also shows "how far

our nation has come" in the 50 years

since it was issued.

She said the May 17, 1954, decision

— which said that segregation had no

valid purpose and was also unconstitu-

tional— "benefits all American children,

regardless of race."

Diocesan,
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — The St. Martin De Porres

Dominican Laity Chapter meets the fourth

Monday ofeach month at 7 p.m. in the rectory

building at the Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97

Haywood St. Inquirers are welcome. For

more information, contact Beverly Reid at

(-taa) 6338-4744' or bebereid@adelphia.net.

HENDERSONVILLE — The St. Francis of
the Hills Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan

Ordermeets the fourth Sunday ofeach month
3-5 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church,

208 7th Ave. West, Visitors and inquirers are

welcome. For more information, call Helen

Gillogly, SFO, at (828) 883-9645.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

HUNTERSVILLE — St. Mark Church,

14740 Stumptown Rd., will host a Festival of

Praise May 22, 8-10 p.m. The evening will

feature praise and worship music by St.

Mark's LIFE TEEN band in addition to Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament. All are wel-

come. For details, call Debra Lemmon at

(704) 948-1306.

CHARLOTTE— The music ministry of St.

Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy., will host a Christian Coffeehouse May
22 at 7:30 p.m. Single and married adults of all

ages have foimd this to be a great place for

entertaining and warm spiritual messages,

evangelization and an opportunity for praise

and worship music in a Christian environ-

ment. There is no charge to attend. To re-

serve a table for a group of six or more, call

Kathy Bartlett at (704) 400-2213.

Sister McPhee noted that although

"many implementation struggles ensued

in the years following Brown, and many
continue today, the spirit of hope cap-

tured in the Brown decision lives on."

She also referred to a 1995 docu-

ment, prepared by the U.S. bishops' edu-

cation committee and approved by their

Administrative Board, titled "Principles

for Educational Reform in the United

States*"

"We have a deep concern that all

children will be provided with a means

to attain a quality education that will

prepare them to be good citizens, lead

productive lives, and be socially and

morally responsible," it said.

In a reformed educational system, it

said, parents, teachers, administrators

and government policy-makers fully ac-

cept their responsibility to students, who
are "the central focus of all education."

The bishops also advocated policy deci-

sions that would allow school choice.

CHARLOTTE— All women are invited to join '"I

JVomen in the IVord for weekly gatherings for

prayer, reflection on Sunday scripture, music

and sharing experiences of Christ in daily life.l ffl

The group meets each Thursday, 9:45-11:45

a.m. in the family room of St. Gabriel Church.i

3016 Providence Rd. For details, call Linda

(

Flynn at (704) 366-9889. For childcare reserva-i

tions, call Jurga Petrikene at 704) 907-0205. I

Cf

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

HIGH POINT— To mark 10 years ofperpetua,

Eucharistic adoration at Maryfield Chapel, 1315,

Greensboro Rd., Bishop Peter J. Jugis will eel

ebrate Mass June 13 at 3 p.m. with a Corpus

Christi procession and blessing of the sick. Al

are welcome to attend. Father Frank O'Rourke

pastor of Our Lady of Grace Church, will b«|

master ofceremonies. For more information cal

(336) 886-2444.

GREENSBORO — Notre Dame Catholic Higi

School is planning an alumni reunion for Augj

14, 2004. For more information, call Nicliola;

Schnyder at (336) 333-3456 or e-mai

nicholas.schnyder@bellsouth.net.

itaci

''i rei

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mar;
,^|,

Church, 512 Montlieu Ave., offers free "Gentl,

Fz'Znm" classes Wednesdays and Fridays, l:SO|

2:30 p.m. The classes are structured to the fit

ness levels of seniors and anyone wanting low

impact aerobic workout. For more informatior

call Deana Collis at (336) 885-7029.

GREENSBORO — All Irish-Catholic womelTj
are invited to participate in the Ladies Ancie7\

Order ofHibernians, a social, cultural and chan

table group for an ongoing series of fun an ^
informative activities. LAOH meets the firs

Thursday ofeach month at 7:30 p.m. at St. Pit,

X Kloster Center, 22 10 N. Elm St. Pleasejoin ii

end
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope praises pontifical mission

societies as 'autlientic missionaries'

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II said the pontifical mis-

sion societies represent a solid point of

reference for those searching for truth

in a troubled world.

'Tou offer a message of love and

hope" as "you help bring the good news

to the ends of the earth," he said May 1

1

in an audience address to heads of the

four pontifical mission societies.

"In these tumultuous times that

humanity is living, the pontifical mis-

sionary societies ... represent a reliable

reference for those who are seeking the

truth which saves," the pope said.

Because their message is one of

hope, "you must pay special attention

to the people of the world where their

uffering is greater and their needs are

nore acute: the people of the so-called

Third World," he said.

Some 1 1 7 national directors of the

i

or refreshments and to learn more about our

jroup. RSVP to Elaine McHale, president, at

386) 292-1 118.

IICKORY VICARIATE

ilCKORY— A Charisinatic Mass is celebrated

he first Thursday of each month in Sebastian

'hapel ,of St. Aloysiiis Church, 921 Second St.

iE, at 7 p.m. For further information, contact

oan Moran (828)-327-0487.

iEWTON— The Littk Flowers Catholic Girls'

Iroup is for all Catholic girls ages five and up.

Hie group meets the fourth Monday of each

lonth at St. Jo.seph Church, 720 West 1.3th St.,

t 4- p.m. in the Holy Family Hall. For more
Jjetails, call Debbie Vickers at (828) 49.'>-2039.

nCKORY— A GriefSuffort Group meets the

nd and fourth Wednesday ofeach month at

p.m. in the parlor of St. Aloysius Church,

21 Second St. NE. For more information, call

ie church office at (828) .327-2.3'l-l.

ji

? MISBURY VICARIATE

ONCORD — Discover how beautiful CJod's
' Ian for marriage really is! Natural Family

'lanning classes are being offered at St. James
. hurch, 2.5 1 Union St., Tuesdays at (>:30 p.m.

" earn a natural method that is just as effective as

* ie Pill and is in accord with Catholic teaching.

3iontact Susan Chaney at (704) 720-0772 for

•.ore information or email questions to

ijo94@aol.com.

\LISBURY — Sacred Heart Church, 128 N.
* ulton St., celebrates a Charismatic and Healing
" fass the first Sunday of each month at 4 p.m.

rayer and worship with prayer teams will be

ailable at 3 p.m., and a potluck dinner will

How the Mass. F'ather .lohn Putnam, pastor,

«^ill be the celebrant. For further information,

11 Bill Owens at (704) 639-9837.

tOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

..JI/TiJVA— St. Mary Church is in the initial stage

world's pontifical mission societies met
with the pope at the Vatican May 1

1

during their May 6-14 general assem-

bly in Rome.
The pope called them "authentic

missionaries in a globalized world
where suffering for truth and justice

surpassed every national border."

By their concern for the suffering

of others and working to help those in

need, mission society workers are also

working "to help one's own people es-

cape from narrow selfishness, suffocat-

ing abundance and from emptiness

and behavior which are at times un-

worthy of human beings," the pope

said.

Performing works of mercy and

charity is not a matter of simple

almsgiving, but is "fulfilling the duty

inherent in one's Christian identity in

helping the other in need," he said.

offorming a court ofthe Catholic Daughters of
America. Women from neighboring parishes,

ages 18 and older, are welcome to join. For

more information, contact Angie Erst at

(828) 488-6560 or Pat Pickering at (828)

497-4999.

WAYNESVILLE— St, John the Evangelist

Church, 234 Church St., •ffers Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament the first Friday ofevery

month following the 9 a.m. Mass until 4:15

p.m. For information, call the church office at

(828) 456-6707 or Christine Ryan at (828)

926-1.'531.

SYLVA— St. Mary Church offers Adoration

of the Blessed Sacrament the first Saturday of

every month following the 9 a.m. Mass until 3

p.m. For information, call (828) 586-9496.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

MT. AIRY— Holy Angels Church, 1208 N.

Main St., offers Eucliaristic Adoration every

Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m., and every

Thursday, 10-11 a.m. Adoration concludes

with Benediction.

CLEMMONS— Holy Family Church, 4820

Kinnamon Rd., offers Eucharislif Adoration

every Thursday. Exposition IjLgiiis at 6 p.m.

and benediction is at 9 p.m.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Healing Com-
panions is a grief support group for the be-

reaved that meets the first and third Thurs-
days ofthe month in conference room B at St.

Leo the Great Church, 335 Springdale Ave.

F"or further details, call Joanne Parcel at (336)

924-9478.

Is your parish or school having an event?

Please submit notices for the Diocesan

Planner at least 1 5 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A, Evans at

kaevans@char1ottediocese.org orfaxto (704)

370-3382,

ipiscopa l

calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

ly 22— 5 p.m.

" Snation to the priesthood of Jesus Guadanama

ir Lady of Guadalupe Church, Charlotte

ly 24— 7 p.m.

ament of Confirmation

iLady of Lourdes Church, Monroe

May 26— 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Our Lady of Grace Church, Greensboro

May 27— 7:30 p.m.

Baccalaureate Mass for Bishop McGuinness

Catholic High School

Our Lady of Grace Church, Greensboro

June papal trip features meeting with

Swiss youth, open-air Mass
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope at the Bea Bern Expo sports aiVATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II's schedule for his June 5-6

trip to Switzerland features a meeting

with the country's Catholic youths, an

open-air Mass and smaller encounters

with Swiss civil and church leaders.

The program calls for the pope to

deliver one sermon and four short greet-

ings during the weekend visit, his third

to Switzerland and the 103rd foreign

trip of his pontificate.

Here is the Vatican schedule for the

pope's trip to Switzerland. Times listed

are local; Eastern Daylight Time is in

parentheses.

Saturday, June 5 (Rome, Payerne,

Bern)
— 9:45 a.m. (3:45 a.m.). Departure

from Rome's Leonardo da Vinci Airport

for Switzerland.

— 11:30 a.m. (5:30 a.m.), Arrival at

airport in Payerne. Meeting with Joseph

Deiss, president of the Swiss confedera-

tion. Greeting by the pope.

— 1:15 p.m. (7:15 a.m.). Arrival at

Bern's Viktoriaheim residence, a home
for the sick and aged run by the Sisters

of Charity of the Holy Cross (Ingenbohl

sisters.)

— 6:15 p.m. (12:15 p.m.). Encoun-

ter with young Catholics of Switzerland

at the Bea Bern Expo sports arena.

Greeting by the pope.

— 7:30 p.m. (1:30 p.m.). Arrival at

Viktoriaheim residence.

Sunday, June 6 (Bern, Payerne,

Rome)
— 10 a.m. (4 a.m.), Arrival at the

AUmend meadow on the outskirts of

Bern.

— 10:30 a.m. (4:30 a.m.), Mass at

the Allmend meadow. Sermon by the

pope. After the Mass, recitation of the

Angelus and greeting by the pope.

— 1:45 p.m. (7:45 a.m.). Meeting

with bishops of the Swiss bishops' con-

ference and with cardinals and bishops

of the papal entourage in the

Viktoriaheim residence in Bern.

— 4:45 p.m. (10:45 a.m.), Departure

from Viktoriaheim residence.

— 5:15 p.m. (11:15 a.m.), Meeting

with the association of former Swiss

Guards in the building facing the

Viktoriaheim residence. Greeting by the

pope.

— 6:45 p.m. (12:45 p.m.). Arrival at

airport in Payerne. Departure ceremony.
— 7 p.m. (l p.m.), Departure for

Rome.
— 8:45 p.m. (2:45 p.m.). Arrival at

Rome's Ciampino airport.

Have shells, will travel

CNS I'HOTO BY Barry James

Seashells adorn the bicycles of Dutch pilgrims Henk de Muynck, Wim Vermeulen,

Peter Uipl<es and Kees Langejan, who stopped in Chartres, France, in early May on

their journey to Santiago de Compostela. They had at that point traveled 400

miles from their homes in the southern Netherlands and had just more than 1 ,000

miles to go. The scallop shell has long been associated with pilgrims making their

way to the shrine of St. James.

THIS MONTH IN -1997

ST. MARK PARISH FORMED
Due to growth in north Mecklenburg County, then-Bishop William G. Curlin announced the establish-

ment of St. Mark Parish in Huntersville May 13, and named Msgr. Joseph Kerin as its pastor. The

Diocese of Charlotte opted to utilize a 23-acre tract on Stumptown Road that was purchased in 1 990.

A home purchased across from the property was designated to serve as the parish rectory.
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AT THE 'CROSSROADS OF HUMANITY'

Airport chaplains gatlier,

discuss ministry

IN THE NEWS
May 21, 2004

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

WASHINGTON — Catholic air-

port chaplains from across the country,

including one from the Diocese of Char-

lotte, con\'erged in Washington, D.C., to

discass their unique ministry to people

on the move.

The 1 8th annual meeting of the Na-

tional Conference of Catholic Airport

Chaplains (NCCAC), who staff airport

chapels and provide pastoral care to

travelers and airline workers, was held

April 27-30.

Participants included Rev. Mr. Ben

Wenning, chaplain to Charlotte-Dou-

glas International Airport and coordina-

tor of the permanent diaconate for the

Diocese of Charlotte; Archbishop
Agostino Marchetto, secretary of the

Pontifical Council for Migrants and

Travelers; and Dominican Father An-
thony Chinh quang Dao, executive di-

rector of the U.S. bishops' Office for the

Pastoral Care of Migrants and Refugees.

Archbishop Marchetto's keynote

address, "Challenges for the Pastoral

Care of Civil Aviation," echoed Pope

John Paul II's description of the airport

as "a true crossroads of humanity,"

where the airport chaplain, offering pas-

toral assistance, especially in the celebra-

tion of the Eucharist, "reminds travelers

of God's loving presence and bears wit-

ness to the fundamental truths affecting

all human life."

Since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks,

more travelers and staff have sought out

airport chapels and chaplains, according

to Father John Jamnicky, coordinator

for the Human Mobility Apostolate of

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

"More and more people ... are taking

advantage of time in chapels, participa-

tion in services, time to talk with chap-

lains, whether there are security issues

or not," said Father Jamnicky.

Rev. Mr. Wenning, who has been

Charlotte's airport chaplain since 1988,

said airport chapels and chaplains do

much for travelers.

"Within the hustle and bustle of the

airport, the chapel is a physical place to

come that's relatively quiet for prayer

and meditation," he said. "Associated

with that is the office of the chaplain,

where we can meet with people if needed."

However, said Rev. Mr. Wenning,
the chaplain is often out in the con-

courses to assist with emergencies and

be available for airport employees and

travelers, from helping those who have

'lost their tickets or lost their way" to

those looking for a place to eat, the bath-

room, a "German newspaper," and so on.

"It's not so much a ministry of faith

as it is helping others," said Rev. Mr.

Wenning.
"Many times people are traveling

due to grief, such as a death in the family,

and you can spot them sitting in the

waiting areas," he said. 'Tou sit next to

them, usually a seat apart, introduce

yourself and see what you can do for

them. Many times you are met with

dead silence, and sometimes they open

their hearts."

At the recent gathering, chaplains

heard presentations on "The Mission of

the NCCAC" and "Airport Ministry is

Ecumenical and Interreligious," . which

dealt with how to have a Catholic pres-

ence in a multireligious chapel open to

people of all faiths.

There was also a presentation en-

titled "Boundaries" by Dr. Kathleen

McChesney, executive director of the

U.S. bishops' Office of Child and Youth

Protection, and Father J. Cletus Kiley,

director of the U.S. bishops' Secretariat

for Priestly Life and Ministry.

The presentation dealt with the issue

of sexual abuse of minors and the liability

to which priests and deacons are subject,

even at airports, said Rev. Mr. Wenning.

"Many children travel alone, and we
try to be of assistance to them," he said.

Catholic News Service contributed to

this story.

CNS PHOTO B Y Martin Lueders

Msgr. William Charbonneau celebrates

Sunday Mass at the chapel at Ronald

Reagan Washington National Airport in

September 2002.

OWE MSTmS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"An inspiration! 'Last Kiss' is a powerfui novel that explores the human heart

and brings to light those in our lives who mean so much. Staley's tender look

at life has the power to restore our faith in both God and man. "

—Msgr. John J. IVlcSweeney Pastor, St. Matthew Catholic Church, Charlotte

To order, mail check or money order (no credit cards) lo:

Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, NC 28277

$13.95
plus $2.50 shipping

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Youths present Pope John Paul II with a birthday cake during a special audience at

the Vatican May 15. The pope turned 84 on May 18.

Birtliday ordinary day, but

with calie

BIRTHDAY, frompage 1

Pn

The only cl^nge fi-om the pope's

normal schedule, he said, was that the

pope had invited "his closest collabora-

tors ft-om the Curia" to lunch.

The spokesman said birthday greet-

ings from heads of state and from indi-

viduals around the world had arrived in

the pope's mailbox.

During the ordinary part of his

workday. Pope John Paul met with

Portugal's prime minister and witnessed

the signing of a new treaty regulating

relations between the Catholic Church

and the country. The treaty, guarantee-

ing the juridical status of the church and

religious freedom, updated a concordat

signed in 1940.

The visiting delegation sang

"Happy Birthday" to the pope in Porta

guese. The same tune was used a short

time later, when members of the Pontifi-

cal CouncQ for Migrants and Travelers

sang their birthday greetings at an audi-

ence with the pope.

The pope also met with four U.S

bishops making their "ad limina" visits

"I did take the occasion to extenc

birthday wishes to him," said Arch-

bishop Eusebius J. Beltran of Oklahomi;

Cit, who was making his sixth "a(|tt(

limina" visit. "He had a big smile, wai

very gracious and very happy."

c
c
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus,

THEORTOFY
434 Charlotte Avenue, R O. Box 1 1 586

Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

(803) 327-2097

SUMMER BIBLE

INSTITUTE

7:15 pm Sunday, July 18

to

noon, Friday, July 23

Michael Guinan,OFM—
mornings

Old Testament: "Biblical

Images of Creation"

John Pilch— evenings

New Testatment:

"Cultural World of Paul"

Cost: $150 both

$85 New OR Old Testament

$200 room and board

icrei

linBt
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Fun in the sun

AROUND THE DIOCESE
The Catholic News & Herald 5

PRAYERS IN THE AIR

Rev. Mr. Gerald Poikay

Caleb Kulla rolls a ball to claim a prize at the "Boardwalk at St. Pius X" stewardship

carnival in Greensboro May 16.

Parishioners explore mintistries, enjoycarnival

BY REV. MR. GERALD POTKAY
CORRESPONDENT

GREENSBORO — The "board-

vvalk" was bustling at St. Pius X Church.

After being inspired by Bishop J.

evin Boland of Savannah during a di-

x:esan stewardship program in Char-

otte, parishioners crafted the "Board-

.valk at St. Pius X" stewardship carnival

It the church May 16.

"We actually have two goals today,"

aid Patti Dinning, head of the parish

tewardship committee. 'The first and

)rimary reason for this carnival is to

crease the awareness of our church

nini.stries. The .second is to do a better

ob of following up on all those who
olunteer time and talents."

The event was designed to bring

ogether the parish community in order

0 discover those who are capable and
villing to contribute their time and tai-

nt, according to Pat Spivey, pastoral

ssociate.

In preparation for the "Boardwalk,"

ackets were mailed to each family in the

arish. Each packet contained a letter

om Msgr. Anthony Marcaccio, pastor;

list of all parish ministries; a list of the

.<ills parishioners might offer the par-

h; and a card indicating how much of a

jnancial commitment a family was will-

jl
I'g to offer to the parish.

As the ^ards were turned in, the

larishioners received free food or activ-

y tickets to the carnival. In addition,

Irishioners were given a "passport" to

k punched at each ministry table vis-

d for a chance to win door prizes do-

ted by each of the ministries.

One of the joint ministries featured

the carnival was Mobile Meals and

nior Wheels, headed by parishioner

lolores Ahrens. Both are outreach min-
ries to the elderly of the community—
e brings meals to the di.sabled and
erly, while the other transports those

Phoio by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

Clown Jennifer Otter hands Luke Proia

a balloon during the "Boardwalk at St.

Pius X" stewardship carnival in

Greensboro May 16.

who need transportation.

Rev. Mr. Bill Shaw and wife Ann
greeted parishioners in front of their

booth for Adult Faith Formation. The
adult clas.ses, which take place between

Masses on Sundays, offer discussions on
contemporary topics. There is an aver-

age of 35 adults in attendance at any

given session.

"I am fairly new to the parish and I

think this is a fantastic way to go," said

Scott Voegele. "I am finally being in-

formed about the opportunities for stew-

ardship within the church."

'This is a great way for new parish-

ioners to get involved," agreed Emily

Voegele. "Even our two children are get-

ting a sen.se of volunteerism."

'The best part of the day's activities

is the friendliness and fellowship," .said

Clifford Barr, a greeter. "The idea is good

for recruiting other parishioners to par-

ticipate and get involved in the parish

activities."

Greensboro prayer group

thrives for three decades
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

GREENSBORO — It was the

summer of 1973 when Hannah Ham-
mer received a call from her daughter

about a prayer group forming at St.

Pius X Church in Greensboro. Al-

though wary at first, she decided to

give it a try.

"After Msgr. (Hugh) Dolan said

Mass, they sat in a circle and prayed

for about an hour," recalled Hammer.
"I did not pray nor did I sit in the

circle. I sat outside and listened. The
whole thing seemed a little odd to me

Yet Hammer felt drawn to the

group and continued going week after

week. She finally asked the purpose of

the meetings.

The reply, said Hammer, was,

"Only to worship and pray. We have a

special devotion to the Holy Spirit."

That devotion has helped the

group to thrive for almost 31 years.

Eighty-five people attended the

group's 30th anniversary in October

2003, including half a dozen of the

original prayer group members.

"Almost 3 1 years — that's a lot of

prayers," commented Hammer, who
wrote about the group's history for its

30th anniversary celebration.

"Our group is the mother group

for prayer groups that meet in other

parishes— we've helped others get

started," said Hammer. "Almost every

year, we have a get-together and invite

prayer groups from other parishes."

The St. Pius X group met for 21

years before someone suggested they

come up with a name, she said.

"Everyone had a different name.

After a lively discussion, we prayed

about it for a few minutes and then

everyone voted unanimously for the

same name: St. Joseph's Intercessors,"

said Hammer. "This in itself was a

miracle."

The Intercessors have met in ev-

ery Catholic Church in Greensboro
through the years, said Hammer, and

they picked up some "rules" from the

priests who joined them.

"Father (Thomas) Burke told us to

stay close to the church, so we have.

Father (now Msgr.) Bill Pharr told us

to end at 9 p.m., so we do. Father

Larry Dunn told us not to limit the

prayer time for any reason, so we
don't," said Hammer.

Despite the modifications in rules

and location, the format of the prayer

group has remained consistent and
simple, said Hammer. Although they

had to omit Mass due to the consider-

ation of priests' schedules, the group

still focuses on what they consider

their "main work" — prayer.

"We pray for the church, priests,

deacons, all religious, those who are ill,

wounded and bruised, our country

and government," said Hammer. "It is

our privilege to pray for any needs

that Msgr. Anthony (Marcaccio) or

anyone else gives us during the week."

Often the group will have a "soak-

ing prayer" session — they will gather

outside the normal meeting time and

pray for two hours for one person, one

intention. Earlier in the week, more
than a dozen people spent two hours

praying for a parishioner with cancer.

"It's good to have 14 people stop

what they're doing to go and pray for

someone they don't necessarily know,"

said Hammer. "We soaked that person

with prayer. We asked God to do a

miracle."

Those who attend the weekly
gatherings vary in number and pur-

pose, said Hammer. Some come for a

spiritual "pick me up," some come
when they need prayer for themselves

or a loved one.

"We have had hundreds of hurting

people of all denominations move
through the group," said Hammer.
"Everyone is welcome to come and go

as they wish."

The "regulars," she said, are there

every week.

"Weekly attendees believe inter-

cessory prayer to be an important part

of their stewardship ministry," said

Hammer. "Prayer develops an inti-

macy with Jesus. A prayer group is

one way to avail yourself of the power
that is available."

Pope John Paul II has often

stressed the importance of prayer.

"We encounter Our Lord, espe-

cially in the liturgy and in personal

prayer, as we journey toward that day

when we shall see him 'face to face,'"

said the pope during his weekly audi-

ence at the Vatican April 28.

"We've seen a lot of answered
prayers. We have been a part of many
wonderful signs and wonders," said

Hammer, "but we know that no mzftter

how hard, long and fervently we pray,

the results are in the hands of our wise

and merciful God."

Can you answer "YES" to any of these questions?

2. Do you need a good buyer for a car, house, property, etc.?

2. Do you need a renterfor a vacation place, house, or other property?

3. Do you need qualified employees for your business?

4. Does your church or organization need good employees?

If SO, put THE CATHOLIC NEWS & HERALD to work for YOU!
Over 125,000 READERS could see your classified ad in this paper

every week - for only 60 cents per word ($12 minimum)!

CALL Cindi Feerick at (704) 370-3332 today!
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WELCOME SMILES

Down syndrome students

visit Pastoral Center,

uptown Charlotte

Pilotprogram atSt Patrick Schoolproduces

progress

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — With smUes on

their faces, three students moved eagerly

through the diocesan Pastoral Center.

"Nice to meet you," said one student,

shaking hands with staff members. "My
name is Matthew."

Matthew Isley, 13, was joined by

Morgan Grier, 17, and Jenna Clayton,

13, all of whom have Down syndrome, a

congenital condition characterized by

moderate to severe mental retardation.

They are all students in the Mat-
thew-Morgan Pilot Classroom at St.

Patrick School. Linda Cherry, superin-

tendent of diocesan Catholic schools, of-

fered the students and their teachers a

tour of the Pastoral Center before treat-

ing them to lunch in uptown Charlotte.

Kitty Cypert, special-education

teacher, and Heleen Hogan, teacher's as-

sistant, joined the students on their tour.

Named for its original students,

Matthew and Morgan, the program —

now in its second year— teaches basic

academic curriculum as well as life skills

based on the students' levels of ability.

Cherry was especially impressed

with the progress the students have

made since joining the program. They
were very outgoing and able to interact

with adults, such as at the restaurant

and on the Gold Rush trolley bus, she

said.

"Matthew sat at the front of the bus

and greeted everyone who came
aboard," said Cherry.

"Since the beginning of the year,

there's been a lot ofprogress especially in

social skills," said Cypert. "We've taught

them that when they meet people, they

should say hello and shake their hands."

Those with Down s3mdrome often

like to hug'people, she said.

"Getting them out in the commu-
nity, teaching them the appropriate

skills and hopefully getting the world

to accept them — that's what it's all

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Students and staff from the Matthew-Morgan Pilot Classroom at St. Patrick School

visfted the diocesan Pastoral Center May 13. From left: special-education teacher

Kitty Cypert; superintendent Linda Cherry; career day visitor Milea George; student

Matthew Isley; Caroline Thomason; student Morgan Grier; teacher's assistant Heleen

Hogan; and student Jenna Clayton.

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We have been very pleased with the readers^ response to our ad in

The Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a nurjiher

ofpublications and none has produced tlie interest and response xoe've received

from The Catholic News & Herald."

— Jill B.Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angels

Catholic ^^^^ today for low rates to ten over 125, 000 readers

.\Ews^"«ERALD every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

Taking it to the field

Courtesy Ph(^

Approximately 300 fifth-graders from all the elementary Mecklenburg Area Catholli

Schools were invited for a Field Day at Charlotte Catholic High School May 10. Hi(

school seniors led the fifth-graders in groups through various field activities.

about," said Cypert.

Hogan, a parishioner of St. Matthew
Church, was influential in instituting the

pilot program. She has 1 7 years of expe-

rience working with chUdren, the last 10

of which have been spent with special-

needs children.

"The parents and I wanted a Catho-

lic-based education, one with a Christian

emphasis including prayer, in a loving

atmosphere," explained Hogan.

Both Hogan and Cypert praised

the students and faculty of St. Patrick

School for their inclusion of Jenna,

Matthew and Morgan. Students often

assist them in their studies and other

classroom work.

"When we go into the lunchroom

students always ask Jenna, Morgan an(

Matthew to sit with them," said Cypert

"They feel very included, and are reall

happy to be here."

"Catholic education should be fo

all children, incorporating all types

students into mainstream society

said Angela Montague, principal of S

Patrick School. "They are a part of ou

community, and we would be los

without them."

Staff" Writer Karen A. Evans contrii

uted to this story.
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Confirmation reinforces baptism

CONFIRMATION, from page 1

graders in the Diocese of Charlotte will

be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit

as they receive the third sacrament of

initiation: confirmation.

According to Father John Triglio,

Jr. and Father Kenneth Brighenti, co-

hosts of the EWTN program "Council of

Faith," "Confirmation ... builds on what

was begun in baptism and what was

nourished in holy Eucharist."

"It completes the process of initia-

tion into the Christian community and it

matures the soul for the work ahead,"

said Father Triglio.

Having been gifted with the Holy

Spirit, confirmed Catholics are assisted

in fix ing their faith with a greater degree

of intensity and integrity, said Father

James Hawker, vicar of education for the

Diocese of Charlotte.

"When we talk about the Holy
Spirit, we should be sensitive to the gifts

of the Holy Spirit and the fi-uits of the

Holy Spirit," he said.

One of the premier fi-uits of the Holy
Spirit is peace, said Father Hawker.

"If there is anything we need in our

world today, it is internal peace, as well

as peace around us and peace in our

world."

It is also extremely important, said

Father Hawker, to be gifted with the

gifts of wisdom, understanding, courage

and fortitude in any culture.

One sacrament, two traditions

"Confirmation, in one sense, is one of

the more intriguing sacraments in the

(Catholic) Church," said Father
Hawker, "because there have been tradi-

tionally two approaches to the celebra-

tion of the sacrament."

In the theological approach, which

is intended to be the norm, confirmation

and communion are received at the same
time as baptism. The Eastern Catholic

churches celebrate the three sacraments

of initiation in this manner.

In the Rite of Christian Initiation of

Adults, candidates within the Roman
Catholic Church also receive the sacra-

ments together during the Easter Vigil .

"It should be remembered that the

.sacrament is looked at as being a great

gift of God through the Catholic

Church," said Father Hawker. 'There is

Are you Buying

or Selling a
Honne?

Do you wont a
Discount fronn

your Realtor?

(704) 321-2859

Deer Parkpeaity
\AWw deerparkrealty net

Voix Full S«rult« RtO Eitatd Firm tor tht CorclifiQi

no need for the recipient to be aware of

having received the sacrament as an in-

fant. His or her response will be mani-

fested as life unfolds."

According to Father Hawker, the

second approach — the psychological

school— emphasizes that the sacrament

should be received after the age ofreason

(seven years old) or older. Therefore, the

recipient of the sacrament is aware of the

wonder, gift and grace of the sacrament

at the time of baptism.

A sacrament with a past

The sacrament of confirmation is, in

reality, a reconfirmation of the gift of the

Holy Spirit to the person within the

community of believers.

'There's no question that the recipi-

ent of the grace and the wonder of bap-

tism receives the Holy Spirit at that

time," said Father Hawker.

The faith given in baptism is made
stronger in confirmation as a Catholic

accepts the responsibility for his faith

and destiny. The gifts and fi-uits of the

Holy Spirit give Catholics the courage to

practice their faith, according to Father

Triglio and Father Brighenti.

Therefore, the sacrament is a recon-

firmation of what has happened previ-

ously in a person's life, and a tool for

living out one's- faith in the future.

Rooted in the birth ofthe church

Confirmation is traditionally cel-

ebrated near the time of Pentecost, when
Catholics celebrate the coming of the

Holy Spirit upon the Apostles as "a great

wind and tongues of fire resting on the

head of each, and that beautifully sym-

bolizes the church," said Father Hawker.

"We are a community of spirited

people, and the Holy Spirit rests on each

one of us personally," he said.

'The church has a responsibility to

be faithful to the Gospel ofJesus," Father

Hawker said. "Each one of us has the

responsibility to be faithful to the Gospel

and to be witnesses of that Gospel and of

Jesus Christ."

A new name
According to Father Hawker, "The

significance of taking a name in confir-

mation is so that we might be reminded

of some person within the tradition of

the church who was faithful to the Lx)rd

Jesus, to his or her identity as a follower

ofJesus and to the mission he or she had

within the context of his or her own
contemporary situation."

"So the taking of the name of this

person reminds us of our calling to be

faithful, to be disciples of Jesus just as

that person was," he said.
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Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Peter J. Jugis calls down the Holy Spirit upon Nick Woods, 14, during the

confirmation Mass at Queen of the Apostles Church in Belmont May 17.

GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:

Traditional, according to

Isaiah 11:2-3

Wisdom
Understanding

Counsel

Fortitude

Knowledge

Piety

Fear of the Lord

According to Paul;

Corinthians 12:8-10

Expression of wisdom

Expression of knowledge

Faith

Healing

Miracles

Prophecy

Discerning spirits

Speaking in tongues

Interpretation of Tongues

FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:

Traditional:

Charity

Joy

Peace

Patience

Benignity

Goodness
Long-suffering

Humility

Fidelity

Modesty

Continence

Chastity

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Oblate Father Joseph Zuschmidt, pastor

of Queen of the Apostles Church in

Belmont, watches as Bishop Peter. J.

Jugis anoints Cecily Tindall, 14, with

chrism oil during the confirmation Mass

May 17.

New Revised Standard Version:

Love

Joy

Peace

Patience

Kindness

Goodness
Faithfulness

Gentleness

Self-control

Source: The Catholic Source Book

Home is still the BEST place to be.
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instead
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Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

TOLL FREE: 877-713-2445 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated



8 The Catholic News & Herald

AROUND THE DIOCESE
May 21, 2004

Food and fashion in

Salisbury
SALISBURY — St. Ann's Circle,

a women's group at Sacred Heart

Church in Salisbury, held a Spring

Lunch and Fashion Show May 5.

One hundred women attended

the event to honor St. Ann, grand-

mother of Jesus, preview fashions

from Mary Elizabeth's of Salisbury,

and enjoy food prepared by chefs

Mary Frances Roueche and Angle
Mooney.

Roueche received an award for

outstanding leadership in guiding the

event to completion. Charlotte Taylor
received an award for marketing and

selling tickets to the affair.

Female students from Sacred
Heart School donned white aprons to

serve ice tea during the luncheon. Fa-

ther John Putnam, pastor of Sacred

Heart Church, was the only man al-

lowed at the "girls-only" event to ac-

cept a check for the new church build-

ing fund.

Courtesy Photo

Members of St. Ann's Circle, a woman's group at Sacred Heart Church in Salisbury,

enjoy food and fun at their Spring Lunch and Fashion Show May 5. One hundred

women and one man. Father John Putnam, attended the event.
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A private academy independent of Charlotte diocesan schools

Aslieviiie resident earns

distinguised graduate

award
ASHEVILLE — Donald

Hathaway, a parishioner of St. Eugene
Church in Asheville, was the recipient

of the 2004 Distinguished Graduate
Award from St. John the Baptist

Catholic School in New Haven, Ind.,

presented May 2.

The award is presented by the

elementary school board in conjunc-

tion with the National Catholic Edu-
cation Association to alumni who dis-

tinguish themselves as outstanding

Catholic citizens.

After graduating St. John the

Baptist school in 1944, Hathaway
earned Bachelor of Science degrees,

both in geology, from St. Joseph Col-

lege in Rensselaer, Ind., and the Uni-

versity of Tennessee in Knoxville.

Now an Asheville business
owner, Hathaway earned the award
by attaining national prominence as a

geologist. He spent years in explora-

tion and has had his findings pub-
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Donald Hathaway

lished in numerous geological and
scientific journals.

He also has spent time lecturing

high school and college students

about geology and the opportunities

of a career in science.
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Pineville 704-544-1412
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Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'U interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!
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Catholics, Muslims work

together on peaceful values
Intifada impacts schools, patriarchate determined togo on

CNS PHOTO BY Debbie Hill

Nida Hijazi listens to Muslim student Firas Wahsh read from the Quran in a classroom

of a parish school in Beit Jalla, West Bank.

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

BEIT JALLA, West Bank —
Schools in the Latin-rite Patriarchate of

Jerusalem provide Islamic as well as

Christian religious instruction in an ef-

fort to help educate all their students, a

schools official said.

"Our schools are an opportunity to

gi\ e (Muslims) an insight into our values.

We don't want them to become Christian,

but we want to spread our peaceful values

in a world where peaceful values are not

accepted," said Father Majdi al-Siryani,

director of the patriarchate schools in the

Palestinian territories.

"We ... need to educate them in their

religion. We make sure they get the

right teachings; otherwise, someone else

will teach them the wrong Muslim
teachings," he said.

The Latin Patriarchate parish

schools have come a long way since be-

ing founded 150 years ago in the Holy

Land with a handful of students and a

group of determined priests.

Father al-Siryani said in those days

it was difficult to recruit students, be-

cause families needed their sons to work.

"The schools were established

mostly in remote villages where schools

didn't exist," said Father al-Siryani.

Growing together

Today the patriarchate runs 41

schools — including 30 high schools —
in Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian terri-

tories. The schools have 20,000 students

and 15,000 teachers and staff, he said.

Father al-Siryani said the main mis-

sion of the schools is to teach catechism to

Catholic children. The schools also serve

as a way of helping the Muslim commu-
nity get to know the Christians since

many students are Muslim, he said.

The patriarchate aims to maintain

the Christian character of the schools

even when Christian students are in the

minority, he said. The parish priest is

always director of the school, parish

nuns are always involved in some way,

and many of the teachers are Christian.

Until the outbreak of the intifada.

Father al-Siryani was responsible for

the patriarchate schools in Israel, but the

closures and Israeli checkpomts have

made travel difficult and time-consum-

ing. Now, schools in Israel are overseen

by a priest in northern Israel.

The schools' students normally re-

flect the religious ratio of their communi-
ties. The school in Beit Sahour is 90

percent Christian and 10 percent Mus-
lim; the school in Nablus is the opposite.

In the village of Aboud, most of the

students ai'e Muslim, Father al-Siryani

said. School officials are hoping to expand

the school into a high school, he added.

In Jifna, the parish elementary

school is the only school. One-third ofthe

students are Muslim, many from a

neighboring refugee camp, said Father

Rick van de Water, the parish priest.

'There are a lot of children from the

refugee camp in the school, and it is one

main way we establish good relations

with the people around us," Father van

de Water said.

Alumni from the Latin Patriarchate

schools include Suha Arafat, wife of Pales-

tinian leader Yasser Arafat. Suha Arafat

was raised Greek Orthodox and con-

verted to Islam to marry Yasser Arafat.

Other alumni are political and reli-

gious leaders, including Ramallah
Mayor Ayoub Rabah, a Catholic; Parlia-

ment member Razi Hanania; and
Lutheran Bishop Mounib Younan.

"It helped build my personality," said

Rabah, who graduated in 1964. "Com-
pared to the others schools in Ramallah at

the time, it was one of the best in town. It

helped me prepare for college."

Intifada impact

Last year, because of dwindling en-

rollment in some schools due to emigra-

tion and the checkpoints, the patriarch-

ate laid off 100 teachers and will lay off'

another 20 teachers at the end of this

school year, said Father al-Siryani.

The Nablus school has seen its en-

rollment slashed in half from 800 to 4O0

because of all the intifada-related issues.

Father al-Siryani said.

Aside from the decline in enrollment,

many families cannot affbrd to pay the

$150 annual tuition; the cost to the

school is $789 per student. Father al-

Siryani said.

Many Palestinian communities
have unemployment rates of at least 70

percent, so the patriarchate has to

scramble to find supporters. Funding
comes from the Knights of the Holy Sep-

ulcher, the Vatican and other sources.

Some schools were in danger of

closing because of a lack of resources.

Father al-Siryani said.

"We still have to be there and edu-

cate them. If we don't assume this re-

sponsibility, nobody will," he said.

Educating the masses

The patriarchate scliools in Israel

and Jordan function under a more nor-

mal situation, he said.

"In Israel it is different; their life is just

about nonnal; they don't have the finan-

cial problems we have. Most schools are

subsidized by the (Israeli) government.

BY CAROL GLATZ
CA l'lIOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Pope John

Paul II said dialogue and respect must

underpin Catholics' relations with immi-

grants, especially Muslims.

It is vital "to approach all cultures

with a respectful attitude in which one is

aware that he doesn't just have some-

thing to say and offer, but also much to

listen to and receive," he said.

The pope made his remarks May 18

to the Pontifical Council for Migrants and

Travelers during its May 17-19 plenary

meeting at the Vatican.

"In every culture, an approach can be

found to the mystery of mankind even in

its religious dimension and that explains,

as the Second Vatican Council affirmed,

why some facets of truth are found even

outside the revealed (Christian) message,"

he said.

But integrating people of different

cultures and religions is "never without

unforeseen events or difficulties," espe-

cially when it comes to Muslim immi-

grants "v.'ho pose specific problems," said

the pope.

"Fraternal dialogue and reciprocal

and the (Israeli) Ministry of Education

follows up on the schools. Here we don't

have government follow-up, we have cur-

fews," Father al-Siryani said.

The first schools were established in

the West Bank between 1854 and 1858.

A photograph from 1870 shows the Beit

Sahour parish priest. Father Jean
Moretain, in a school picture with his

four students.

In 1866, the patriarchate decided to

allow girls at a school in Jordan, but it

was not easy to get girls to enroll. Father

al-Siryani said.

"The parents believed education

was not good for the girls; they would

learn how to write romantic letters," he

said. "It took some time (to catch on) in

the remote villages; they were Bedouin

communities. It was not an easy job to

direct a school."

respect are never a limit or hindrance in

proclaiming the Gospel. Rather, love and

welcoming constitute the first and most

effective form of evangelization," he said.

Priests must take the lead in helping

the faithful pay authentic Christian wit-

ness to their Muslim brothers and sis-

ters, the pope said.

"It is, therefore, necessary that indi-

vidual churches open up to welcoming

(these newcomers) even with pastoral

initiatives aimed at meeting and dia-

logue, but above all helping the faithful

overcome prejudices" and teaching them

to be missionaries at home, he said.

The pope said respect for all cultures

is not just necessary because communi-

ties are more ethnically diverse than be-

fore, but also because such respect "is

necessary so that the Gospel message

can reach all people."

He said globalization makes it nec-

essary to more actively engage in cul-

tural exchange and interreligious dia-

logue.

""Social integration and cultural in-

teraction have become a necessary pre-

requisite for peoples and nations to live

together in true peace," he said.
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migrants, Muslims, pope says
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In new book, pope wonders

if he has been strict enough

as a leader
BY JOHN THAVIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

ROME — In a new autobiographi-

cal book, Pope John Paul II says he thinks

he may have been too lenient as a pastor.

"The pastor's role also includes ad-

monishing. I think that, in this category,

I have perhaps done too little," the pope

wrote in "Get Up, Let Us Go," a book

distributed in Italian and other lan-

guages May 17.

"There's always a problem of bal-

ance bet\veen authority and service. Per-

haps I should rebuke myself for not hav-

ing tried hard enough to command," the

pope said.

"In a certain sense, that's a result of

my temperament," he added.

The book reviews his 20 years as a

bishop in Poland and includes reflections

on activities following his election as pope

in 1978. An English edition was expected

to be published in coming months.

The pope reflected on his authoritar-

ian shortcomings in a chapter that re-

called his ordination as bishop in 1958.

He said how to wield episcopal author-

ity is a question faced by every bishop.

All bishops try to keep Christ as a

model, who spoke in terms of serving his

flock and not ordering them around, he

said.

'TsTaturally, authority belongs to the

bishop, but a lot depends on how it is

exercised. It the bishop depends too much
on authority, people think that he only

knows how to command," the pope said.

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

A nun passes a shop window displaying

a new book by Pope John Paul in Rome

May 18. "Get Up, Let Us Go" focuses on

his 20 years as a bishop in Poland.

"A certain balance is needed. If a

bishop says: 'Here I alone command,' or

'I'm only here to serve,' something is

missing. He should serve by governing

and govern by serving," he said.

The pope said that, despite his tem-

perament, he had tried to strike that

balance over the years.

"Notwithstanding the inner resis-

tance I felt in reprimanding, I think I

made all the necessary decisions," he said.

He said that in discussing important

issues, he always liked to ask two ques-

tions of his collaborators: What truth of

faith sheds light on this problem, and

who can we find to help us?
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WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: MAY 30, 2004

May30y Pentecost

Sunday

Cycle C Readings:

1) Acts 2:1-1

1

Psalm 104: lab, 24ac, 29bc-30,

31, 34

2) 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13

3) Gospel: John 20:19-23

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Paul and Shirley live in the country

between a small city and Appalachia —
close enough to both to have a foot in each.

Paul is a retired forester, and their house

is on the edge of the national forest where

he worked for many years. He knows the

region and its people very well.

Paul's neighbor Pearl is an 86-year-

old mountain woman who still prefers

the Spartan life she's always lived, with

no electricity or running water in her

house. She chops wood for heat and daily

carries in water fi-om a well.

Paul sometimes helps with her

harder chores, but when he noticed she

needed some big repairs she could nei-

ther afford nor do herself, he asked his

parish youth group to help.

The ensuing project was a perfect

model of Pentecost— the Holy Spirit of

God working through a community
.

with a power and effectiveness greater

than the sum of its parts.

• On an early fall morning, 20 sleepy

teenagers arrived with 10 accompany-

ing adults and assembled on the dewy
grass in Pearl's front yard. Their youth

minister, wondering how the rag-tag

group possibly could accomplish the

daunting array of tasks Paul had
planned, gave a pep talk and prayed for

the Spirit's guidance.

One could almost see the tongues of

spiritual fire parting as Paul divided the

youths into small crews and instructed

them.

Throughout the morning Pearl

talked with her helpers as they worked

together, sharing tools, jokes, water and

a glorious day.

Within five hours they had painted

three outbuildings, screened in her bacl<

porch, replaced a door, painted her fi-onl

porch, replaced all her gutters, trimmed

her trees, cut a winter's worth of fire-

wood and buUt a crib to hold it.

Also established, as the Spirit natu-

rally will, was a bond oflove and care. As

they finished the lunch that Shirley pro-

vided. Pearl told them, "You are all m}
family." Hugs— the sign of peace.

That's the message of Pentecost —
God working as community. One God
but one with the Son, one with the Holj

Spirit and one with us, God's people

God's Spirit is poured out on each on<

and gathers strength as we join togethei

to breathe life and love into the world.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 23 - MAY 29

Sunday (Seventh Sunday of Easter), Acts 7:55-60, Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20, John 17:20-26

Monday, Acts 19:1-8, John 1 6:29-33; Tuesday, Acts 20:1 7-27, John 17:1-11; Wednesday (St. Phill|

Neri), Acts 20:28-38, John 17:11-19; Thursday, Acts 22:30; 23:6-11, John 17:20-26; Friday, Act

25:13-21, John 21:15-19; Saturday, Acts 28:16-20, 30-31, John 21:20-25

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 30 JUNE 5

Sunday (Pentecost Sunday), Acts 2:1-11, 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13, John 20:19-23; Monda

(The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary), Zephaniah 3:14-18, Lul<e 1 :39-56; Tuesday, 2 Pete

3:12-15, 17-18, Mark 12:13-17; Wednesday (Sts. Marcellinus and Peter), 2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-15

Mark 1 2:1 8-27; Thursday (St. Charles Lwanga and Companions), 2 Timothy 2:8-15, Mark 1 2:2f

34; Friday, 2 Timothy 3:10-17, Mark 12:35-37; Saturday (St. Boniface), 2 Timothy 4:1-8, Mai

12:38-44

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

Driverswanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing Could Be Finer'

I
Members ofSt. Gabriel

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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Introducing Pennybyrn

Along the wooded cove of

High Point City Lake,

God's handiwork is everywhere.

Worship in our

Meditation chapel

Discover nature's

beauty v/hile

walking our trails

Learn a new craft

in our

woodworking shop

On-site

maintenance brings

fast repairs

Pets are always

welcome

Choices of flexible

financial options

The new Pennybyrn at Maryfield will offer an exciting,

customizable retirement lifestyle unlike any other in the

Piedmont Triad region. New and elegantly-appointed

apartments and cottages spread amidst 66 acres of

magnificent trees and rolling hills! To reserve or learn more,

Call (336) 886-4103.
Toll Free l-(866)-627-9343.

peNKIVBVKKI
M A R Y F E L

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

Sponsored by the Sisten of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God.

Return of the ogre

CNS PHOTO FROM DreamWorks Pictures

Shrek, the big green ogre, appears in a scene from the computer-animated comedy

"Shrek 2."

'Shrek' sequel is solid

summer fun
BY DAVID DiCERTO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — Everyone's fa-

vorite green ogre is back in "Shrek 2,"

the whimsical sequel to 200 1's smash
storybook send-up.

Dishing out the same blend of

clever pop culture references and
double-layered dialogue as the origi-

nal, the film is an enchanting animated

fairy tale farce that should leave view-

ers feeling happily ever after.

The new film opens with Shrek

(voiced by Mike Myers) honeymoon-
ing with his new ogre bride, Fiona

(voiced by Cameron Diaz), the not-so-

fair princess whose hand — and heart

— he had won in the original.

Returning home to their swamp
love nest, the newlyweds receive an

invitation to visit Fiona's parents

(voiced by John Cleese and Julie

Andrews), the king and queen of the

comically coined kingdom. Far Far
Away.

Against Shrek's better judgment,

the lovers set off", with Shrek's jive-

talking burro buddy, Donkey (voiced

by Eddie Murphy), tagging along for

the ride.

As feared, the joyous homecoming
turns sour when the royals catch sight

of their ogrefied daughter and new
ogre-in-law son.

Apparently, Fiona was supposed

to have been rescued by Prince
Charming (voiced by Rupert Everett),

a narcissistic ninny whose kiss would
have returned her beauty by breaking

the curse which keeps Fiona in her

troll-like state. Instead, Shrek beat

him to the smooch.

In an effort to write his own
storybook ending, the king, in cahoots

with a scheming Fairy Godmother
(voiced by Jennifer Saunders), hatches

a plot to undo Shrek and Fiona's

chances of living happily ever after.

"Shrek 2" raises the bar for cut-

ting-edge computer animation set by

its predecessor. But it is the actors'

voices that truly bring the cartoon

confections to life, especially the re-

turning trio of Myers, Diaz and
Murphy.

Joining the cast is Antonio
Banderas as Puss-and-Boots, a Zorro-

like feline who, without letting the cat

out of the bag, serves as a cat-alyst for

much of the make-believe mischief

With its welcome mix of adven-

ture, romance and satire, "Shrek 2"

echoes both the wit and charm, if not

the freshness, of the original — a rare

achievement in the world of sequels.

The film is driven by an irreverence

that spoofs and subverts the very fairy

tale conventions it celebrates; fairy

godmothers used to grant happy end-

ings, not try to sabotage them.

The wall-to-wall humor will keep

young viewers laughing, with the

bawdier zingers above their heads.

Adults will also have fun spotting the

parodies of both current and classic

Hollywood fare, including an amusing

takeoff of the famous surf-and-sand

kiss in "From Here to Eternity."

And while the follow-up's message

of self-acceptance is somewhat re-

cycled from the earlier installment, it is

one well worth repeating, especially in

our superficial society which puts such

a premium on surface appearance at

the exclusion of inner worth.

This is one summer movie that

will cast a spell over young and old

alike and should leave the competition

green with envy.

Due to some mildly crude and

suggestive humor, the USCCB Office

for Film & Broadcasting classification

is A-II — adults and adolescents. The
Motion Picture Association of America

rating is PG — parental guidance

suggested.

DiCerto is on the staff" of the Office

for Film & Broadcasting of the U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops.



12 The Catholic News & Herald May 21, 2004

PRINCIPAL - SAINT MARK CATHOLIC SCHOOL
HUNTERSVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

Position: Principal of Saint Mark Catholic School

Huntersville, North Carolina

Grades K-7 expanding to K-8 in 2005-2006

Position to Begin: July 1, 2004

Terms: 1 2-month contract

Salary: Negotiable

Qualifications: Must be a practicing Catholic

Must have or be eligible for NC certification

Must have experience in a Catholic school, preferably in

a leadership position

Must possess excellent communication skills

Must have proven administrative successes

Submit resume and completed application to:(applications can be secured at

www.charlotttediocese.org/catholicschools)

Linda L. Cherry

Superintendent of Schools

Diocese of Charlotte

1123 South Church St.

Charlotte, NC 28203 Or fax to: (704) 370-3291

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY
St. Raphael, a diverse Jesuit parish of 4,000 fannilies in Raleigh, NC seeks a

dynamic practicing Catholic as full-time director of Youth Ministry for grades

6-12. Responsibilities include the development and implementation of a

comprehensive ministry and sacramental program, the recruitment of youth

and adult leaders, as well as the development of young leaders. Successful

candidate will collaborate with the pastoral staff and lay leaders. Must have

youth ministry experience with a Bachelor's degree in Theology/Religious Ed

(Master's degree preferred). Spanish a plus. Competitive salary and benefits.

For more information, see our parish website @ www.saintraphael.org.

Send resume, statement of your vision of youth ministry and 3 letters of

reference by May 30, 2004 to:

St. Raphael Cathoh'c Church

Attn: Ron Luciani

5801 Falls of Neuse Road
Raleigh, NC 27609

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL
SEEKING PRINCIPAL

St. Joseph Catholic School in Columbia, S.C., is accepting applications for

principal of the parish elementary school, grades K4-6. With 360 students

and a staff of 33, St. joseph is well supported by its parish family and

enjoys an excellent student to teacher ratio. The school has provided its

students with a strong foundation in academics a^9d Catholic spiritual beliefs

for 47 years and has an active parent-teacher organization, family events,

athletics and after school activities. Located in a pleasant neighborhood, the

school and church were recently renovated to accommodate parish growth

and expanded activities. Successful candidates should possess:

• A Master's degree in School Administration (or Administration courses)

• Eligibility for South Carolina elementary principal's certificate

• At least five years teaching experience

• A philosophy of indusiveness

• Active and practicing Catholic

• Elementary School Experience

Applications are due May 21, 2004.

Please send a letter of introduction, resume and three references to:

Rev. Msgr. Charles Rowland, St. joseph Church

3600 Devine St., Columbia, SC 29205 • StJoeCHR@aol.com

Salary is negotiable, visit www.stjosdevine.com

For additional information, contact: Mary Kay Rushman, 803-254-7646 ext.8

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

Immaculate Heart of Mary School, 605

Barbee Avenue, High Point, NC 27262 -

ATTN: Principal. Deadline is May 28, 2004.

TEACHING POSITIONS: K-8 Immacu-
late Heart of Mary School has openings for

two primary school teaching positions, a full-

time Art teacher, a part-time Spanish teacher

and Teacher's Aids positions for the 2004-

2005 Academic year. Teachers must be

North Carolina certified - minimum success-

ful three years' experience preferred. Plea.se

fax resume, cover letter and references to

(336) 864-1849) or email to

Nachter@ihmchurch.org or mail directly to

FOR SALE

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans

at best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 845-

1416.

FOR RENT

CONDO: Hilton Head, 2 BR/2 BA Condo,

roof-top pool, steps from beach, Coligny

Plaza area. (502) 454-4324

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 iiomes!

Rates: $.60/word per issue ($1 2 minimum yer issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailedtockfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

PRINCIPAL - IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY SCHOOL
HIGH POINT, NORTH CAROLINA

The Catholic Community of Immaculate Heart of Mary in High Point, NC seeks

an energetic, highly motivated individual with vision and initiative. Founded in

1947, Immaculate Heart of Mary is a K-8 parochial school with a long-standing

tradition of excellence. At a current enrollment of -255, IHM is literally bursting

at the seams with students and excitement. We pride ourselves on being one of

the most technologically advanced Catholic educational facilities in the

Diocese of Charlotte. We look forward to seeing the construction of a new

school on the grounds of our new church in the future.

Applicants must be practicing Catholics possessing or pursuing a master's

degree, preferably in educational administration or curriculum instruction.

The successful candidate will have at least 5 years' experience in a

leadership position, and have experience with school management, human

resources, and instructional leadership. This candidate should currently hold

or be capable of attaining a NC Principal's Cert:ificate. Of utmost importance

is a commitment to excellence through dedication to the school community.

We seek a compassionate, caring individual with the leadership skills

necessary to inspire his/her faculty, parents, and students. Contract start

date is July I, 2004.

We offer a comprehensive benefits package which includes medical, dental,

and life insurance, 403B retirement incentives, and paid vacation and

holidays. Salary is commensurate with education and experience. Interested

candidates should send a resume, written philosophy of education, and

references - ASAP to Principal Search Committee, 605 Barbee Ave, High

Point, NC 27262. Resumes may also be faxed to (336)884-1849 or sent via

e-mail to nachter@ihmchurch.org.

ASSISTANT CAMPUS MINISTER

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, located in the TRIAD area of North

Carolina, is searching for an additional full-time campus minister to work

with an established yet growing ministry. If you are a Catholic adult with a

degree in liberal arts including some course work in education, scripture and

spiritual development and/or two years or more of practical experience as a

youth or campus minister, please consider this opportunity.

BMCHS has an established campus ministry program, which is responsible for

supervising all liturgical activities, retreat programs, community service and

peer ministry programs.

We need an energetic, highly motivated and deeply religious person to help

direct our young people toward a meaningful, life-affirming journey with Christ.

The position's starting salary is competitive. We also offer life insurance and

an exceptional health benefits plan, plus paid holidays. If interested, please

contact George Repass, Principal, Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School,

1725 NC Highway 66S, Kernersville, NC 27284. Phone: (336)564-1010
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CHARLOHE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL AND BISHOP McGUINNESS CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

PROUDLY PRESENT THEIR GRADUATING SENIORS AND INTENDED COLLEGES

CCHS Eton University Flores, Mary Catherine McNealy, Matthew

Harlman, Jessica Gaeckle, Daniel Stewart, Brooke

Alabama, Univ. of Gomes, Corey Withers, Sarah

Braun, Avery Emory & Henry College Klocke, Sarah

Green, Sumner Koury. Michael McDonald, Kevin Notre Dame, Univ. of

Hopper, Jackson Temes, Daniel Florack. Michael

Emory University Varela. Steven Mason, Ashley

Appalachian State U. Andresen, Catherine Wayer, Amanda
Barnes, Christopher Makande, Lydia Queen's U. at Kingston

Blair, Jennifer UNC Ashevilie McGroarty, Megan
Carpenter, Corey Florida State U. Allen, Laura

Diugos, Margaret Geppert, Nicholas Donald, Ashley Queens University

GilewskI, Thomas Lee, Serena Fletcher, Caitlin

Golder, Thomas Francis Marion U. Platte, Stephen Shell, Meghann
Hennessy, Ryan Harceg, Chanelle

Kearney Paula UNC Chapel Hill Roanoke College

Kenna. Paul George Washington U. Becker, Brian Byrnes, Morgan
Kientzel, Bridget Alexander, Michelle Chow, Eric Pilon. Madeline

LaBrosse, Elizabeth Danahey Brittany

Martin. Kellie Georgia, Univ. of DeLuca, Michael Saint Peter's College

Miller, Jessica Binetti, Patrick Dest. Anthony Dury. Marjory

Morrissey, Brendan Dunaway, Anne Dickson, Laura

Rebich, Katherine Morgan. Allison Francis. Troy St. Andrews Presbyterian

Stretch. Christopher Spegal, Melissa Gaiser, James Bethea, Robert

Tobin, Rebecca Griffin. Amanda
Utterback. Sara Georgia Tech Gurdian. Robert South Carolina, Univ. of

Vidal. Pedro Fitschen, Keith Herford, Patrick Boward, Jenna

Gant, Mitch Lamoureux. Amanda Carey Sean
Bates College Knish, Sarah Mcry, Ashley Coffey, Brandon

Schwartz, Alison Mazzucca. Stephanie Cox, Ashley
Hampden-Sydney College McMahan. Kathleen Crumpton, Elizat)eth

Belmont Abbey College Mascavage, Gregory Norris, Stephen Grubba, Jonathan

Anello, Danielle Osborn, Keiley Keating. Caitlin

Bayes, Molly High Point University Pierman, Marie Krull. Kyle

Kennedy, Kieron Morrison, Megan Queen, Alexander Lindsay, Austin

Shaia, Kathryn Mayer, Jonathan
Boston College Illinois, Univ. of Spence. James Ohnstad. Emily

Hanson, Laura Galis, Ryan Strauss, Krislen Poutier. Bryan

Torres. Christina Priester, Preston
UC Santa Barbara Johnson & Wales Verney Andrea Valeri, Christina

KokosinskI, Madeline Nunes, Mary Walanasiriroch. John Wiggins. Anne
Presby Christopher Yartirough. Daniel

Campbell University Wright, Andrew Tennessee, Univ. of

Adamczuk. Tristan UNC Charlotte Bragg, Matthew
Iran. Linh Loyola Marymount U. Alvarez, Madeline Coughlin, Amelia

Kramer, Lauren Beard. Nolan Driscoll, Kaitlyn

Central Piedmont C.C. Brazas. Alisha Scobey, Laura

Arena, Mk;hael Loyola U. New Orlearts Brown, Michael Wagstaff, Andrew
Contes. Richard Hines, Eric Clements. Dominique

Cook. Justin Donoghue, Meghan U. S. Military Academy
Fenley John Mars Hill College Duong, Bang Kossier. Brian

Graham, Adam Cecere, Lauren Farley, Devon
Holder, Dustin Friedman, Jakob Virginia Tech

Matthews, Dwayne Methodist College Griffith, Matthew Dries, Michael

Ospina, Santiago Ketchum. Matthew Grist, Martin Eichorn, Betsy

'

Valdez, Hugo Groves, Anne Farrelly Stephen
Miami, Univ. of Hitselberger, Daniel Hubbell, Scott

Charleston Souttiern Bernard, Richard Miller, Natalie Kopfle, Patrick

Felts, Johanna Sholler, Geoffrey Nguyen, Mark Ruff. Devin

Ohihaut, Martin Shearer, Danielle

Clemson University Miami Univ. (Ohio) Piraino, Gianni Stringer, Nan
Lascara, Paul Hughes. Anne Marie Ruth, Christopher Vero, Aimee
Nguyen. Jeannie Poff, Meredith Sequeira, Chris Wentz, Allison

Peer, Mary Kate Stewart. Nina

PIrko. Brittany Michigan State U. Suttoni, Jacob Washington College

Werth, Rachel Bednar. Andrew Turner, Rebecca Kimball, Shane
Westover, Carta

Coastal Carolina U. Mississippi, Univ. of Wiesehan, Justin Western Carolina U.

Gullick, Helen Llberto. Christine Witzen, Jennifer Blanken, Chrisopher

Hobbs,Marsheill Gruber, Michael

Van Hoy, Kathryn Mount Saint Mary's UNC Greensboro Keuten, Christie

Vance, Alice Presslmone, Jonathan Calabria, Christine Kimble, Christopher

Reiser. Alyssa Misenar, Ryan
Dallas, Univ. of NC A&T State Univ. Sadek. Manuel
Stocker, Lara Simmons, Rotjert UNC Wilmington

Ailiff, Patricia Winthrop University

East Carolina U. NC State University Federal, Ashley Eichorn. Patricia

Aderhold, Mary Barnobi, Christopher Hale, Kira Greene. Stephanie
Bristow, Joseph Bondra. Alexandria Harkins. Kevin

Gipe, Matthew Brown, Armand Herron, Constance Xavier University

Jardine, Marissa Cashman, Joseph Kincaid, Brian Burns. Kimberiy

Mareski. Lindsay Dawson. Kelly Martin. Mary
UndecidedVeltri, Craig De Castro. Laura Martindale, Lauren
Madden. Allen

Slecher. Matthew

BMCHS
American University

Dunia Fleihan

Appalachian State Univ.

John Patrick Delaney

Laura Lee Howell

David Michael Laux

Louis George Luempert

Patrick James Parcell

Michael Leith Sage

Bellarmine University

Byron Mark Lemberg

Belmont Abbey College

Michael Richard Schneider

Bennington College

Sarah Burton Whicker

Campbell Univ.

George Leonard Wyatt

Catholic Univ. of America

James William Russell

Davidson College

Gregory Thomas Means

East Carolina Univ.

Jordan Marrin Armstrong

Martha Kate Bright

Margueritte Byrne McCurry

Christopher Joshua Meyers

Forsyth Tech C.C

.

Ana Angela Vascellaro

Jon Mtehael Wrobleski

Gardner-Webb Univ.

James Christopher Spinder

Georgia Inst, of Technology

Kyle Jordan Barbour

John Michael Keiley

Guilford College

Erica Marie Lawrence

Matthew Thomas Ostler

Guilford Tech C.C.

Amanda Leigh Melvin

Nicole Leigh Parker

Claudia Pavone

Hampden-Sydney College

Alexander Stephens Hogsette

High Point University

Lauren Michelle Croughan

Jeffrey Frederick Kinzie

James Madison Univ.

Brittany Blair Banaslk

Lees-McRM College

Matthew James Ingersoll

Charies Fernand Schlaeppi

Lenoir-Rhyne College

Sadie Marie Zitta

Meredith College

Andrea Marie Devillers

Middle Tennessee State U.

Scott Christopher Stevens

NC School of the Arts

Riley Griffin Morgan

NC State Univ.

Natalee Rene's Anderson

Natasha Bosch

Daniel Jason Brooks

Garrett Brandon Butler

Christopher Colin Cekuta

Catherine Margaret Fischer

Frances Rose Heckman
Whitney Ann McGuinn

Chelsea Elizabeth Merrill

Laura Elizabeth Phelan

Patrick Fanning Wheeler

Meghan Mary Witzke

Radford Univ.

Jessica Ann Jonczak

Branden Gabrielle Smith

U S Air Force Academy
Jaclyn Michelle Taylor

U S Military Service

Alexander Steven Perdue

University of Georgia

Megan Nash Good

University of Miami

Amanda Jo Nurse

UNC at Chapel Hill

Kimberiy Marie Burke

Kelly Lauren Istock

Michael Joseph Lee

UNC at Charlotte

Leslie Ana Mendez
Andrew Ryan Palmer

Jessica Leigh Pope
Matthew Dennis Sechrest

William Joseph Tharrington

Teresa Anna Villalon

Jane Marin Williams

UNC at Greensboro

Noruwa Stephanie Asemola
Daniel Edward Englebretson

William Russell Graban

Elizabeth Claire Hurley

Jeffrey Joseph Pubantz

UNC at Wilmington

Amanda Brooke Chase

Univ. of Tennessee-Knoxville

Andrew Nelson Heberiing

Virginia Technology Institute

Patrick Hamilton Nolan

Walce Forest University

Jane Mane Hammond

Western Carolina Univ.

Igor Tatarinov

Nicholas Andrew Zamzes

Undecided

Samantha Marie Daniel

Sarah Arthur Finch

James Yancey Hunter ">

Carter FX. Jackson

Nathaniel Lee Osborne

Katherine Mary Preske

Kaylan Leah SzafranskI

Mtehael Thomas Wade

Charlotte Catholic High School Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School
7702 Pineville-Matthews Road 1 725 NC Hwy 66 South
Charlotte, NC (704) 543-1 1 27 Kernersville, NC (336) 564-1 01

0
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Pope, at audience, says

God's mercy breaks cycle

of sin, punisiiment
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — In God the

human cycle of sin and punishment is

replaced by a cycle of sin and forgiveness

that gives a sense of peace and hope to

believers.'Pope John Paul II said.

"God is not indifferent to the evil

perpetrated by his creatures because he

is the guardian ofjustice and truth," the

pope said May 19 during his weekly

general audience.

Some 15,000 pilgrims from around

the world gathered with the pope in St.

Peter's Square to hear his reflections on

Psalm 32 and to continue offering him

best wishes for his 84th birthday, which

was May 18.

A small group of Polish war veter-

ans who had. fought at Monte Cassino,

Italy, during World War II were
present for the audience.

The battle, in which 860 Polish sol-

diers died and some 2,800 Poles were

injured, "opened the way for the Allies to

reach Rome," the pope told the veterans.

'This has become a symbol of the

noblest values of the Polish spirit and,

especially, of the courage and readiness

to give one's life 'for our freedom and

theirs,'" the pope said.

"After the end of the war, Poland

had to wait a long time before this hope

was fulfilled," he said, referring to the

years of communist domination.

"Today, however, we can thank

God for the great grace which is the

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

freedom of the Polish people. It is a gift

and a task for today's generation," he

said, praying that the Polish people

would cultivate their freedom in love

and respect for their traditional moral

values.

In his main audience talk, the pope

said Psalm 32 is a h3TTin ofpraise to God
for his mercy and willingness to forgive.

The psalmist initially lacks the cour-

age to acknowledge his errors, but when
he finally says, "I confess my faults to the

Lord," God responds "immediately with

generous forgiveness" and the sinner is

filled with peace, the pope said.

When Catholics approach the sacra-

ment of confession, he said, the same
thing occurs.

In the sacrament, the pope said, "one

experiences an awareness of sin — fre-

quently obscured in our day— together

with the joy of forgiveness."

"The strict logic of sin-punishment

has been replaced, through God's grace,

by the joyful reality of sin-forgiveness,"

Pope John Paul said.

FAMILY CONTENTMENT
When asked how content they were with aspects of life,

Americans chose family first

Percent of those who said they were "highly satisfied" with...

family 62

friends

religion

career 26

money ]4

47

46

From telephone interviews with 1,01 1 adults

notionwide conducted Dec. 11-14, 2003.

Source: Goilup ©2004CNS6rouhic

A story missed

ConAontingevil

with love is a story

worth covering

The old slogan, "no news is good
news," is appropriate when you are

waiting for a jury verdict or for the IRS
to ask you questions about your tax

return. But a situation in AshevUle over

a recent weekend unfortunately shows
that the opposite is also true, "Good
news is no news."

The good news is how a group of

churches in Asheville reacted to a recent

demonstration outside their doors as

Sunday services were starting. Six

churches, including St. Eugene Church,

were picketed by a group call "God
Hates Fags" (GHF).

GHF is the deluded battle cry of a

group of people from the Westboro
Baptist Church in Topeka, Kan. After

visiting the group's Web site, it's diffi-

cult to describe them as a church, which

is a place of love and worship, or as

Baptists, who in my experience are

people who love the Lord deeply and

demonstrate their faith with countless

acts of witness and charity.

To show how little connection the

picketers have with mainline Baptists,

one of the churches where picketers

showed up was the First Baptist Church

of AshevUle. Other denominations tar-

geted by the group included Presb3rte-

rian, Lutheran, Episcopal and Methodist.

GHF travels the country picketing

churches, schools and any organization

that has anything positive or nurturing

involving homosexuals. The Asheville

churches were targeted because of out-

reach programs that minister to the gay

community.

The demonstration, ifyou can call it

that, consisted of a few people who got

out of a car, marched outside St. Eugene
Church for a few minutes and then left.

One television station, WLOS, did a

story on the gathering, quoting both the

demonstrators and the churchgoers in

equal measure. This is the standard

journalistic approach that presents both

sides of a story and lets readers or view-

ers decide about the message. Other than

that, there was no coverage.

At first blush, it would look like a

wacko fi-inge group got the lack ofcover-

age that its strange ideas deserve. And

Catholics &

ttie Media

DAVID HAINS
Guest Columnist
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maybe that's OK. But there was a far

more compelling story that occurred in

response to GHF— a story of interfaith

cooperation that exemplifies the biblical

call to turn the other cheek and to love

your brother.

Here's what happened upon learn-

ing of the impending demonstration.

The six churches that were targeted for

picketing got together and wrote a letter

to their parishioners responding to the

demonstration. The letter, much of

which was written by Father Frank
Cancro, pastor of St. Eugene Church, is a

model of ecumenism and a faith-based

response to an adversarial event. It was
evident in the news quotes from the

people who walked past the protestors

on their way into Sunday service that

the message in the pastor's letter got

through.

"We, the pastors of the six churches |::

targeted for protest here in Asheville,

have come together to show our solidar-

ity in the faith," the letter states. It goes

on to say that "hate can never be used as

a means to describe the actions ofGod in

relation to people."

That's a polite way of saying that

the loathsome slogan, "God Hates Fags,"

is a contradiction, since God is a being

filled only with love. God's love is the

basic message of every Mass and service

celebrated at Christian churches. We
hear this message in the pews over and

over; seeing it in action in response to a

hate group is further proofofthe spirit of
jfj

God's love.

Newsrooms take note: confronting

evD and hatred with love and good will

is a story worth covering.

The pastor's letter ends by inviting
Jtjitj

"all people of faith and good, will to pray
i

with us as we gather peacefully in
j^j

prayer and song, as every Sunday, withi
jjtr

our congregations.

"

Amen.
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David Hains is the director ofcommu-

nicationsfor the Diocese ofCharlotte. Contact\
(ore

him at dwhai?is@charlottediocese.org.
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WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & HeraWwelcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters

be originals of 250 words or less, and pertain to recent newspaper content or

Catholic issues.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address

and phone number of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be

condensed due to space limitations and edited for clarity, style and taste.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, or e-mail catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
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The story of a family
When Amy Biancolli, an enthusias-

tic college student, came into my office

one day back in the early 1980s, I had

no way of knowing this would be the

beginning of a friendship I forever shall

cherish.

I was editor of a Connecticut news-

paper, and she was a college student

asking if she could be an intern reporter.

Hov\- could I refuse someone so enthusi-

astic, already committed to this profes-

sion? Her father, Louis BiancoUi, after all,

had been music critic for the World Tele-

grain and Sun, a much respected New
'ork ne\\ spaper, for some 40 years.

WTiat I could not have known that

day was how connected I was to become

to Amy and her family— especially her

mother, Jeanne Mitchell, the renowned

violinist of the '50s, and her sister Lucy,

with striking violet-blue eyes and fin-

gers that made everything she touched,

3e it a grand piano or typesetter keys,

;end a perfect offering into the world.

But my lifelong connection to Amy
md her family is not because of their

ncredible talents. It is because ofthe love

ind faith we shared (all the Biancollis

were converts to the Catholic Church),

^he pain we endured together and the

alessings we acknowledge.

As Amy developed into an out-

The Bottom

Line

ANTOINETTE
BOSCO

CNS Columnist

standing writer, accepted into the Co-

lumbia School of Journalism, I got to

know her mother and her sister very

well. Her mother and I had become
instant sisters in our faith and our

motherhood. We were united in pain,

as we both faced parallel illnesses that

afflicted her daughter Lucy and my
son Peter, both of whom had contem-

plated suicide. We had high hopes for

their progress in health, but their

beautiful brains gave out.

A year after Peter's suicide, Lucy
killed herself

Unbelievably, Amy, newly married,

was all too soon to face the deaths of her

father and, not too long after, her mother.

Jeanne's death was a blow to me for she

had become my best friend as we sup-

ported each other after the suicides ofour

beloved children.

This month I received a gift from

Amy, now a mother of three— a book

she has written about her loss, being the

only survivor of her family, lovingly

titled "House of Holy Fools: A Family

Portrait in Six Cracked Parts." She said

she wrote the book for her children so

that they will know her sister and par-

ents through her words, memories and

pictures framed with love.

I read Amy's book the week after I

came home from burying my son Ster-

ling, my third son to die. I was so moved.

Her pain was my pain, too, especially her

words that no one knows better than the

living the excruciating pains of death.

She writes: "I know where to find

[jny loved ones^ because I find them in

myself... I love them still; and still, for-

ever leaving, they remain."

Amy writes about the tragedy of

Lucy's suicide, and my heart was pierced

again: "Suicide is always senseless be-

cause the suffering that leads to it makes

no sense at all.... Only God knows why
Lucy had to kill herself; only God knows
why her brain waged war against her."

This memoir by a daughter of a

family that loved music, laughter and

joy so much is a memorable love story.

Amy Biancolli writes ofthem and speaks

only of blessings— especially ofher own
conversion to the Catholic faith, which

has led her to say, "I was given so much.

I can't doubt anything in my life."

Teens and their first jobs
Hard work, but earned pride

I've mentioned in previous columns
low my first jobs taught me so much
ibout working with people, being re-

sponsible and having a good time while

orking. But I failed to mention some-
hing else: cash.

Those jobs provided cash for my
iocial life— cash for gas, cash for mov-
es, cash for clothes, cash for cash —
•elieving my parents of the expense.

First jobs are not glamorous. They
ire not cushy. They do not provide

lealth benefits, and they usually do not

K)ast titles such as "executive director."

irst jobs do not pave the way to an

llustrious career once you depart their

loors. I made shakes. I scrubbed cars. I

jot dirty.

Thesejobs were not the world's best.

Standing on blacktop, baking in the

I nore than lOO-degree weather, waiting

or a car to come out to wipe down, then

vaiting again for the customer to com-
plain about the job I had done and walk
way without tipping, is not fabulous.

4any times I hated my first jobs and.

oathed going to work to get bossed

round by an uptight manager: "Mop
he floor, clean the ashtray and clean the

Till."

High .school or junior high students

lave — and had — no experience to

and a nice officejob with a computer, the

ntemet, e-mail and paid vacation. So,

ve need to push those ideas straight out

he f)ffice door of our heads.

Talking with a young man recently,

heard something fly from his mouth I

ouldn't believe. "I want an office job

from 3 to 5 in the afternoon and will

work around my practice."

I thought, sure, there are a lot of

good positions for teens in

telemarketing, and they pay pretty good
money.

"I don't want to do telemarketing. I

want a real job," he added.

At this point I had to burst his

bubble. He was above fast food. He was
above car washing. He was above
manual labor. I told him, "Good luck."

There is nothing wrong with fast-

food jobs or manual-labor jobs. They are

very respectable and honorable. The
paychecks from these jobs buy the same

Coming

ofAge

KASE JOHNSTUN
CNS Columnist

clothes as office jobs.

First jobs are just that, first jobs,

and they offer one important thing that

teens need: cash. They also offer the

many issues and responsibilities that go

along with having $20 in your pocket

from serving people slaw on Saturday

night or $40 from filling gas tanks Fri-

day afternoon. With the money come
many things, including budgeting skills

and bank account management, both

important skills to learn young.

But the most important thing that

comes from holding $50 in your hand

from working late into the night on

Thursday — when everyone else is at

the game — is pride. This is not the

pride that hurts people or takes from

others. It is not the pride that gloats. It is

not the pride that makes your head ex-

pand to a point that makes it difficult to

fit it through the door.

It is the pride that gives a little

upbeat step as you leave your work
knowing that your first job is a pain but

that you mopped the floor or filled the

drink or built a .solid frame the best that

you could. Then with cash in pocket you

have more freedom to buy the extra

hamburger without worrying about

giving your parents the change at the

end of the night.

That's nice, and it's worth it.

Importance

of church

unity

Spirituality

for Today

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR

CNS Columnist

The word "inculturation" refers to

the way different cultures around the

world affect our Catholic faith. There is

need for dialogue in each country where

serious differences exist. Those devoted

to protecting the faith are usually at

odds with those defending local customs.

Pope John Paul II offered these

criteria for true inculturation:

—The teaching must always be

compatible with the Gospel, and the

teacher must always be in communion
with the universal church.

—^Accepting the morality of each

culture can damage the integrity of the

faith. It can also shatter the universal

church's unity.

'W^e Americans, like others, tend to

assume that the church should govern

herself by the processes to which we are

accustomed in our political and industrial

life," said Cardinal Avery Dulles. 'The

Catholic Church has thus far remained

resistant to such absorption. Her stable

traditions and worldwide organization

enable her to be in some respects counter-

culture, and to speak out against certain

values and practices that are generally

accepted in the secular culture."

At what point does the church refuse

to be absorbed by the secular culture?

How are Catholics supposed to remain

ecumenical in these circumstances?

Is it a matter of reaching agree-

ments through compromise or a process

of mutual enrichment where each Chris-

tian church offers something in the inter-

est of church unity? The Catholic

Church offers the papacy as a symbol of

universal unity and as a faithful de-

fender of doctrinal integrity against the

popular culture. This is an exceedingly

important point.

In the recent controversy over gay

and lesbian marriages, we know these

are our brothers and sisters in Christ. As
Americans, they deserve to be treated as

equal citizens under the law.

Vatican II's Declaration of Religious

Freedom teaches us that "the human
person has a right to religious freedom.

This freedom means that all men are to

be immune from coercion on the part of

individuals or of social groups, and of

any human power.... No one is to be

forced to act in a manner contrary to his

religious beliefs."

But as a group they can't redefine

the church's traditional teaching on the

sacrament of matrimony.

There are principles at stake, and

they cannot be tossed aside in the name
ofpeace.
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St. Benedict the Moor Church helped

shape Winston-Salem Vicariate landscape

Photo by George K.

St. Benedict the Moor Church was established

of Winston-Salem Catholics.

in 1940 to serve the spiritual needs

WINSTON-SALEM— The parish

of St. Benedict the Moor was estabhshed

in 1940 to serve the spiritual needs of

Winston-Salem Catholics. Now one of

four Winston-Salem parishes, it has

helped shape the Catholic landscape in

the Winston-Salem Vicariate.

Bishop Eugene McGuinness of Ra-

leigh established St. Benedict the Moor
Church in response to the needs of Afri-

can-American Catholics living in the

Winston-Salem area. Placing it under

the direction of the Franciscans, the

bishop welcomed Franciscan Father

Ronald Scott as the founding pastor.

About a dozen local African-Ameri-

can Catholics made up the original par-

ish family. The first Masses were cel-

ebrated in the home of a lawyer, Hosea

Price, and his wife. Working closely with

Father Scott, parishioners began search-

ing for a site on which to build a church.

Property for that church, along with a

parish hall and rectory, was purchased

in AprQ 1940 from a bishop of the AME
Zion Church. The site is that of the

present St. Benedict the Moor Church.

As construction proceeded, the con-

gregation continued gathering for Mass
at the Price home and, in November
1940, in a local funeral home. Bishop

McGuinness dedicated the new church

the following year.

Father Scott continued as pastor,

and in August 1943 he welcomed an

associate pastor to assist in developing

the parish. Parishioners found spiritual

and social opportunities in a number of

parish groups and organizations, includ-

ing the Legion of Mary, Third Order of

St. Francis, St. Monica's Guild and St.

Benedict's Men's Club.

To enhance the educational aspect of

the faith, the Sisters of St. Francis of

Allegany, N.Y., arrived in Winston-Sa-

lem, and in early September 1946

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCatholicCompany
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.Catholiccompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Cathollc store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent
• Priests for

Life materials

• unique gifts

& cards

• statues

• Bool<s, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
Mon. thru Sat.

10 am - 6 pm

19905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28
(Johnsburv Square - next to Goodwill)

St. Benedict the Moor Church
1625 East 12th Street

Winston-Salem, N.C.

(336) 725-9200

Vicariate: Winston-Salem

Pastor: Jesuit Father Lawrence Hunt

Pastoral Associate: Mercy Sister

Larretta Rivera-Williams

Number of Families: 160

Jesuit Father Lawrence Hunt

opened St. Anne Academy. Later that

month. Bishop Joseph Waters of Raleigh

dedicated the academy, a convent and a

residence for girls.

In Septeml^er 1950, the Sisters of St.

Francis helped found a parish grammar
school, enrolling 116 students in its first

year. In addition to education and spiri-

tual nourishment, the school also turned

out championship basketball teams
throughout the 1950s, '60s and '70s.

The school continued operation until

1979.

St. Benedict the Moor Church as-

sumed responsibility for its first mission.

Our Lady of Fatima Chapel in down-
town Winston-Salem, in 1969. The fol-

lowing year, the Catholic community to

the east in Kernersville became a mission

of St. Benedict the Moor Church and

continued as such until 1973. Catholics

to the north in King were also ministered

to by St. Benedict the Moor clergy. That

community, now known as Good Shep-

herd Church, remains a mission of St.

Benedict the Moor Church, while Our
Lady of Fatima Chapel is now a mission

of Our Lady of Mercy Church in Win-
ston-Salem. The Kernersville congrega-

tion was given parish status in 1973,

when Holy Cross Church was founded

St. Benedict the Moor parishioners

observed the 50th anniversary of their

church in November 1990 with a Mass
celebrated by then-Bishop (now Arch-
bishop of Atlanta) John F. Donoghue.
Among the concelebrants were Jesuit

Father Lawrence Hunt, pastor; and Fa-

ther Francis O'Rourke and Father Tho-
mas Gaunt, former pastors.

Parish formation continued through

the 1990s under the pastorate of Father

Hunt, who has served at St. Benedict the

Moor Church since 1990. Parishioners

continue to be involved in an active

prayer group, altar servers group, youth

group, religious education, choir and a

variety of commissions.

The parish also places a high prior-

ity on community involvement. Local

groups and efforts such as the Crisis

Control ministry. Red Cross donor pro-

gram and Samaritan Soup Kitchen have

benefited fi-om St. Benedict the Moor pa-

rishioner support. The church building

is host to Narcotics Anonymous and

Community Watch meetings.

Parishioners are also actively in-

volved with the diocesan African Ameri-J

can Affairs Ministry. Several parishio-

ners joined members of Our Lady ol

Consolation Church in Charlotte for a

heritage pilgrimage to Baltimore anc

Washington, D.C. in May 2004.

The parish family of St. Benedict th(

Moor celebrated the church's 60th anni-

versary with a retreat, spring picnic, fal

festival and a dinner celebration for 15(

parishioners in December 2000.

In the past year, the Community
Knowledge Center was established a

the church. Sponsored by Winston-Sa

lem State University, the center feature

10 computers and offers classes for se

nior citizens, tutoring for middle-schoo

students and a tax-filing service for His

panics.

As pastor of St. Benedict the Moo
Church in Winston-Salem and Goo(|Hfri

Shepherd Church in King, Father Hun
ministers to hundreds of Catholics

Forsjrth and Stokes counties.

list

Advertisement 15 DA Y RELAXING VACATION Advertisement

"Autumn Leaves" Tour

Visits Historical East
Depart September 18th. 2004 with other Catholic newspaper readers and

combine a New England & East Coast historical tour with fall foliage.

Fly round trip from Charlotte NC. to Philadelphia and travel on your comfortable motor coach,

through the mountains offering spectacular and colorful vistas. YMT will meet you at the airport and

take you on sightseeing in Philadelphia; New York City; IVIitford, New Haven and Mystic, CT. You'll

visit gorgeous mansions of Newport, Rl; tour Boston including the Old North Church, The Boston

Common, Bunker Hill and USS Constitution. There's even one free day in Boston with an optional

tour to historic Concord, Lexington, Gloucester, and "bewitching" Salem. Next, travel through the^

White and Green Mountains to French Canada: Quebec and Montreal, both with city tours, ani

travel along the St. Lawrence River in "upper NY" to Niagara Falls. YMT will also take you to

Gettysburg, Amish Country, Valley Forge, Hershey World and other attractions before flying home.

Prices per person, double occupancy, start at only $1548 including taxes and airfare from Charlotte.

$50 deposits now due. Space is limited. Family and friends are welcome.

For Information, reservations and detailed itinerary call 7 Days a Week: ij

'YOUR MAN' JOURS 1-800-968-7626
"

Carefree Vacations Since 1967!
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BRINGING TWO WORLDS TOGETHER

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Sister Pat Beyrau wraps Tyler Anthony in a traditional Kenyan cloth as part of her presentation to

students of Our Lady of the Assumption School May 20. Through their "OLA Builds a School in

Africa" project, students collected $1,700 to help furnish rural schools in Kenya.

Charlotte students raise money
for African schools

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— W^hen
fifth-grader Hunter Smith
took over as the student
council president of Our
Lady of the Assumption
School last September, she

dreamed of helping other

schoolchildren.

So she paid a visit to her

principal, Patricia Murphy.
"Hunter approached me

with the idea of collecting

donations to help children in

Africa," said Murphy.
Into the picture came

Caroline Glickman, whose

sister is a Daughter of Char-

ity of St. Vincent de Paul. For
the past 18 months, Sister

Pat Beyrau has worked with

three other Daughters of

Charity to build and equip

schools in W^est Pokot, a re-

See AFRICA, page 5

Southern bishops call for

prison alternatives

Catholic leaders issue fourth criminal

justice statement

BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

MARTIN, Ky. — The
fourth in a series of criminal

justice statements from the

Catholic bishops of Southern

states calls for alternatives to

incarceration to be used when-
ever possible.

"Prisons, like wars, are

public admissions of defeat for

humanity," said the statement:

"'I Have Come to Heal ..." Re-

storative Justice."

Alternatives to imprison-

ment "must be searched for

and implemented," it said, ex-

plaining that the criminal jus-

tice system was created in the

face of violence, as a way to

provide public safety.

The statement issued in

AprU is part of a planned six-

part series on criminal justice

issues from the bishops of 12

Southern states.

See PRISON, page 13

U.S. prelate wonderswhy no

one heeded warnings of torture
Cardinal says earlysupportproduced no outcry

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY —
More than a year ago, U.S.

Cardinal J. Francis Stafford

warned that the "war on ter-

rorism" was leading to im-

plicit acceptance of torture

See TORTURE, page 9

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

An Iraqi woman waits to learn about a relative held at the Abu

Ghraib prison near Baghdad May 1 1

.
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Under the Sea
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These kids have kick

Catholic siblings among

top karate experts
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Perspectives

Sacramentallyconfessing a

crime; happiness is a choice
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HONORING HEROES

CNS PHOTO BY Paul Haring

A quote from President Harry S. Truman appears on a granite wall at the new

National World War II Memorial in Washington May 19. The memorial, which will be

formally dedicated May 29, is located between the Washington Monument and the

Lincoln Memorial on the National Mall. Its design and features pay tribute to the

16 million who served in the U.S. armed forces and the more than 400,000 who

died in the war.

Catholic World War II vets on

new memorial: It's about time
WASHINGTON (CNS) — World

War II veterans say it's about time a

memorial honoring their service and

that of their fallen comrades be built.

After years of wrangling over its

design and the site for it, the memo-
rial will be dedicated May 29. The
structure lies east of the Reflecting

Pool in the shadow of the Washing-
ton Monument on the National Mall.

Three Catholic veterans of the

.
war residing at the Armed Forces Re-

tirement Home in Washington hoped

to attend the dedication.

"It's about time" for a monument,
said Jewell Miggins, 80, who served

stateside in the Women's Army
Corps in Illinois while her late hus-

band fought in the Pacific theater.

Joseph Kuhar, 87, served in Eu-
rope in the Special Service unit of the

armed forces that mounted entertain-

ment for the troops. Performers he

worked with included Marlene
Dietrich, Dinah Shore, Eddie Cantor

and Mickey Rooney.

Kuhar's job wasn't cushy. Sol-

diers received five points for every

battle they were in, and one point for

every area they were in where there

was fighting. Kuhar received 65

points before he left the Special Ser-

vice unit.

He said he remembered how chap-

lains would offer Mass in Europe to

meet soldiers' hunger for the divine.

"We'd come from four miles

around at night to see Father say

Mass in the back of a Jeep if we had

to," he noted.

"I think it should have been built

a long time ago," Kuhar said of the

memorial.

Robert Cooper, 81, stayed out of

combat as a Navy mechanic fixing

airplanes, first in Florida and then at

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

"I never had a shot fired at me,"

he said, but "I saw plenty of dying—
21 people in one day in Pensacola,"

Cooper said. "I lost a number of fairly

good friends" in crashes during train-

ing exercises.

Cooper learned about the Catho-

lic faith from a priest, a Navy chap-

lain, while stationed in Florida. He
became a Catholic in 1949.

The memorial, built on a new
plaza on the Mall, features 24 has

relief panels depicting America's war
years. Two 43-foot arches serve as

markers on the memorial's north and

south ends. Each state, the District of

Columbia, and every U.S. territory at

that time will be represented by a 17-

foot granite pillar — 56 in all — to

symbolize national unity during
World War II.

Missouri to vote on constitutional

amendment to define marriage
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (CNS)—

Catholic officials in Missouri will sup-

port a proposed amendment to the Mis-

souri Constitution defining marriage as

a union between one man and one
woman.

Missourians will vote on the pro-

posed amendment at either the August

primary election or the November gen-

eral election.

'This is not a vote against people

who are homosexual," said Rev. Mr.
Larry Weber, executive director of the

Missouri Catholic Conference, which

lobbies the state General Assembly.

"It is a vote in favor ofpreserving the

traditional family unit in this state.

Families are and always have been the

foundation of our society. We believe

that without stable families, our society

will collapse," he said.

State law already defines marriage

as existing only between one man and

one woman. A constitutional amend-

Diocesan.—planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

SWANNANOA — St. Margaret Mary
Church, 102 Andrew Place, offers Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament on the first

Friday of each month following the 12

p.m. Mass with Benediction at 5 p.m. For
information call (828) 686-8833.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA— St. Frances ofRome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors

the Oratory ofDivine Love Prayer Group in

the parish house the second and fourth

Tuesday of each month at 1 p.m. Call

(336) 372-8846 for more information.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— The 50+ Club ofSt. John

Neumann Church, 8451 Idlewild Rd., will

meet June 9 at 10:30 a.m. with entertain-

ment and lunch in the parish hall. For res-

ervations and more information, call

Lucille Kroboth at (704) 537-2189.

CHARLOTTE — St. Peter Church, 507

S. Tryon St., will offer Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament on the first Friday of

every month following the 12:10 p.m.

Mass and Benediction at 1:30 p.m.

CHARLOTTE — Christians in Career

Transition is a ministry of St. Matthew
Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy., devoted to helping people in ca-

reer crises. The meetings take place on
the first and third Monday of each month
7-9 p.m. in the conference room. For more
information, call Rev. Mr. Jim Hamrlik

at (704) 576-0456.

ment would prevent state courts or law-

makers from striking down that law.

"Marriage between persons of the

same sex, and full faith and credit of that

marital status entered into in another

state, will not be recognized as marriage

in Missouri," the bill said.

Missouri's Catholic bishops wrote

and urged lawmakers to send to the

voters a constitutional amendment de-

fining marriage.

"If our laws redefine marriage to

include same-sex unions, then marriage

simply becomes a menu for choosing a

variety of relationships," the bishops

said. "If that is all marriage is, then

there is no reason why polygamy and

other relationships cannot be added

along with same-sex unions to the ban-

ner of 'marriage.'"

"Our laws can uphold traditional

marriage or they can attempt to validate

a variety of sexual relationships, but

they cannot do both," the bishops said.

CHARLOTTE — The Cancer Support
Group for survivors, family and friends

meets the first Tuesday of each month at 7

p.m. at St. Matthew Church, 8015
Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. For more in-

formation, call Marilyn Borrelli at (704)

542-2283.

CHARLOTTE — The Happy Timers of St.

Ann Church meet the first Wednesday of

each month with a luncheon and prograrh at

1 p.m. in the parish activity center, 3635

Park Rd. All adults age 55 and older are

welcome. For more information, call

Charles Nesto at (704) 398-0879.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

HIGH POINT— To mark 10 years per-

petual Eucharistic adoration at Maryfield

Chapel, 1315 Greensboro Rd., Bishop Pe-

ter J. Jugis will celebrate Mass June 13 at 3

p.m. with a Corpus Christi procession and

blessing of the sick. All are welcome to

attend. Father Frank O'Rourke, pastor of

Our Lady of Grace Church, will be master

of ceremonies. For more information call

(336) 886-2444.

GREENSBORO — Notre Dame Catholic

High School is planning an alumni reunion

for Aug. 14, 2004. For more information,

call Nicholas Schnyder at (336) 333-3456 or

e-mail nicholas.schnyder@bellsouth.net.

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of

Mary Church, 512 Montlieu Ave., offers

free "Gentle Fitness" classes Wednesdays
and Fridays, 1:30-2:30 p.m. The classes are

structured to the fitness levels of seniors

and anyone wanting low-impact aerobic

workout. For more information, call Deana
CoUis at (336) 885-7029.
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ROM THE VATICAN

Parents obligated to control

what children see In media,

pope says
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Par-

nts have a serious obligation to control

what their children are allowed to watch

or see on television, at the movies and on

the Internet, Pope John Paul II said.

But government authorities also

have a duty to ensure that the media,

specially those using public air-

waves to communicate, "are always

respectful of the truth and the com-
mon good," the pope said.

Pope John Paul spoke about the

media during his midday "Regina
Coeli" address May 23, the church's

World Communications Day.

The pope said the church looks

toward communications profession-

als "with attention, kindness and a

desire to establish with them a frank

and open dialogue in order to encour-

age a commitment on behalf of the

authentic progress of humanity."

Pope John Paul said the media
offer individuals and families "the

vast resources of communication and
information" that can contribute to

"education, cultural enrichment and
spiritual growth."

But the media also can cause "se-

rious damage to the family when they

present an inadequate or even dis-

torted vision of life, of the family itself,

of religion and of morality," he said.

"Therefore, one must learn to use

them with wisdom and prudence," the

pope said.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY — A Charismatic Mass is cel-

ebrated the first Thursday of each month in

Sebastian Chapel of St. Aloysius Church,
92 1 Second St. NE. at 7 p.m. For further

information, contact Joan Moran (828)-
327-0487.

HICKORY — A Grief Support Group meets
the second and fourth Wednesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. in the parlor of St.

Aloysius Church, Second St. NE. For
more information, call the church office at

(828) 327-2341.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

CONCORD — Discover how beautiful

God's plan for marriage really is! Natural
Family Planning classes are being offered at

St. .James Church, 251 Union St., Tuesdays
at 6:30 p.m. Learn a natural method that is

just as effective as the Pill and is in accord
with Catholic teaching. Contact Susan
Chaney at (704) 720-0772 for more
information or email questions to

sujo94@aol.com.

MOORESVILLE — A Support Group for
Parents fVho Have Lost a Child of any age
meets the second Monday of each month at

p.m. at St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley
School Rd. We draw strength from others'

experience of loss and grief For more infor-

mation, call Joy at (704) 664-39.92.

MOORESVILLE — Seniors ages .^.O and
up are invited to St. Therese Church, 217
Brawley School Rd., the second Saturday of

each month following the .0:30 Mass for

Senior Games Night, featuring games and a

potluck dinner. Call Barbara Daigler at

(704) 662-9752 for details.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE— St. John the Evan-
gelist Church, 234 Church St., offers Ado-
ration ofthe Blessed Sacrament the first Fri-

day of every month following the 9 a.m.

Mass until 4:15 p.m. For information,

call the church ofVice at (828) 456-6707
or Christine Ryan at (828) 926-1331.

SYLVA— St. Mary Church offers Adora-

tion ofthe Blessed Sacrament the first Satur-

day of every month following the 9 a.m.

Mass until 3 p.m. For information, call

(828) 586-9496.

WAYNESVILLE — The Catholic

IVomen's Circle o(St. John's Catholic Com-
munity meets the second Monday of each

month at 7 p.m. in the church hall. For
more information, call the church office

at (828) 456-6707.

FRANKLIN — The m>mens Guild of St.

Francis of Assisi Church, 299 Maple St.,

meets the second Monday of each month
at 1 p.m. in the Family Life Center. The
meetings feature guest speakers and spe-

cial events periodically. For more infor-

mation, call Claire Barnable at (828)
369-1565.

Is your parish or school having an event?

Please submit notices for the Diocesan

Planner at least 1 5 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704) 370-3382.

Episcopal
C el 16nda r Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

May 29 — 5 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Philip the Apostle, Statesville

May 30 — 12:30 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St Patrick Cathedral, Charlotte

June 1 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St James Church, Concord

June 2 — 7 p.m.

Baccalaureate Mass for Charlotte Catholic

High School

St Matthew Church, Charlotte

June 5 — 11 a.m.

Ordination to the Priesthood of Rev. Mr. Robert

Conway, Rev. Mr. Timothy Reid,

Rev. Mr. John Starczewski

Our Lady of the Assumption Church, Charlotte

June 6 — 2 p.m.

Fiftieth Anniversary Parish Mass
Immaculate Conception Church, Canton

June 7 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Andrew the Apostle Church, Mars Hill

June 9 — 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. John Baptist de la Salle Church, North Wilkesboro

Pope pleads for interreligious

effort for Middle East peace
ROME (CNS) — As Rome's Jew-

ish community celebrated the 100th

anniversary of its monumental syna-

gogue. Pope John Paul II pleaded for

new interreligious efforts to bring

peace to the Middle East.

"The God of justice and peace, of

mercy and reconciliation calls us to

collaborate without hesitation in our

modern world, which is lacerated by

confrontations and hostility," the

pope wrote to the community.
The pope's message was read at

the May 23 anniversary celebration,

which the city's Jewish community
marked by renewing its commitment
to dialogue with .Christians and Mus-
lims.

The synagogue, built between
1901 and 1904, replaced the five

small synagogues of Rome's Jewish

ghetto, where the city's Jews were
forced by papal order to live begin-

ning in 1556.

When the pope visited the syna-

gogue in 1986, it was considered a

breakthrough gesture that did much
to strengthen the bonds of friendship

between Christianity and Judaism. It

was the first time a modern pope had

entered a synagogue.

Pope John Paul recalled the

church's condemnation of anti-

Semitism and its request for forgive-

ness for the times when church mem-
bers have harmed the Jewish people.

"Nevertheless, while it is obliga-

tory, it is not enough to express dis-

approval and condemnation of the

hostility toward the Jewish people

that frequently marked history. We
also must develop friendship, esteem

and fraternal relations with them,"

the pope said.

The pope said Christians and
Jews couldn't help but worry about

the continuing violence in the Holy
Land where "too much innocent
blood" has been shed by Israelis and

Palestinians.

"For this, we want today to raise

a fervent prayer to the Eternal in

faith and in hope, to the God of 'sha-

lom' so that hostility will no longer

overwhelm with hatred those who
call Abraham father — Jews, Chris-

tian and Muslims," the pope said.

"If we learn to unite our hearts

and our hands to respond to the di-

vine call, the light of the Everlasting

will draw near to enlighten all

peoples, showing us the path of

peace," the pope said. "We all want to

follow it with one heart."

Boxcar stampede

CNS PHOTO BY Karen Callaway, Northwest Indiana Catholic

Elijah Gomez, with his version of a racecar, runs ahead of his preschool classmates

at St. Casimir School in Hammond, Ind., during the school's first "Baby 500" event.

The cliildren raced mock cars in celebration of the running of the Indianapolis

500, which was to take place May 30.

THIS MONTH IN -1995

DEDICATION OF KOREAN CHURCH
Then-Bishop William G. Curlin dedicated the new St. John Lee Korean Church in

Charlotte May 7, 1 995. The 80 families of the parish raised $285,000 to build the 5,000-

square foot church with seating for 240. The church is located on 4.5 acres, purchased

by the Korean community for $100,000.
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COMMITTED COUPLE

Courtesy Photo

From left: Father Matthew Kauth, administrator of St. Francis of Assisi Church in

Franklin; Jerry Hoffart, grand knight of Council 8363; Gertrude and Jacob Bohres,

parishioners; and Rosario Sulsenti, district deputy No. 15. The Bohres were recently

recognized for their years of service during a reception in their honor.

Franklin couple honored

for service
FRANKLIN — Jacob and

Gertrude Bohres were recently hon-

ored for their long-standing service to

St. Francis of Assisi Church in

Franklin.

Father Matthew Kauth, adminis-

trator, held a surprise reception for

the couple in the church's Family Life

Center April 25.

Knights of Columbus Council

8363 presented awards for Family of

the Month, Family of the Year and an

Appreciation Award honoring the

couple for their years of service to the

church, community, Operation
L.A.M.B. (Least Among My Breth-

ren) and the Knights council.

At a following Knights meeting,

Jacob Bohres was honored with a rec-

ognition plaque.

KOFCA^

Please pray for the

following priests who
died durmg the month
ofJune

Rev. Msgr. Roueche
Rev. Guy E. Morse

2000

2000

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

Catholic Gift & Boo/( Store

Hours:

9am - 5pm
Mon- Fri

1st Communion— veils, missals, rosaries, gifts

Confirmation— special, unique gifts

Daily and Sunday missals

(336) 273-2554 233 N. Greene St. Greensboro, NC 27401

Celebrating a

committed catechist

(VII

Courtesy Photo

Becky Treadway (left), 17, stands with her family after receiving an Exemplary

Catechist Award from the Asheville Vicariate Leadership Team during the

appreciation banquet at Immaculate Conception Church in Hendersonville May 7

Becky has been conducting faith formation classes since she was 12 years old. Her

parents, Pam and Tim, drove her 80 miles each week from Greenville, S.C., to

Hendersonville every week for five years. Also pictured Is Becky's brother, Andrew.

0

So what if a few

innocent people

get executed?

Mistakes happen.

HE WOULDN'T SAY THAT, SO WHY WOULD YOU?
Nortli Carolina currently has 190 prisoners on death

row. For everj' seven executed, another is found

innocent. Don't let a North Carolinian be e.\ecuted for

a crime they didn't cornniil. Take action now, go to

www.ncmoratorium.org.

I

li
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Students raise money for Africa schools
AFRICA, from page 1

mote mountainous region of Kenya in

east Central Africa.

Thus began the "OLA Builds a

School in Africa" campaign.

Students gave up buying pizza,

ice cream and CDs to contribute their

savings to the fund. Teachers asked

for donations instead of Christmas

presents. Quarter by quarter, dollar

by dollar, the fund gradually grew to

$1,700.

Sister Beyrau paid a visit to Our
Lady of the Assumption School May
20 to accept the check and to share

her experiences in Africa with the

fourth- and fifth-grade students.

The monies collected by the stu-

dents will help fund the work of the

Daughters of Charity by allowing

them to purchase "Trunks on the Go"
— trunks filled with a variety of

school supplies s-uch as charts and

numbers and letters made of wood,

which can then be used in several

different schools.

School buildings in this area of

Kenya are made of mud and sticks

and have little or no furniture. Sister

Beyrau explained to the students. As
many as 80 students crowd into a

single unfurnished classroom, sitting

on benches fashioned out of logs.

They attend school from 8 a.m. until

.5 fv-m., learning without books, paper
or pencils.

Sister Pat Beyrau shows an African carving

of the Assumption School May 20.

Even in these crowded condi-

tions, discipline is never a problem,

Sister Beyrau said, because the chil-

dren all want so badly to learn.

"The most glorious time is when
they're in school," she said, explaining

Photo by Karen A. Evans

to the students and faculty of Our Lady

how difficult the children's lives are

outside of school.

Children are expected to work at

home, helping to take care of the

family's animals and land. West
Pokot girls typically begin their days

at 4 a.m. to haul water for the family.

Students then walk as far as two
miles to school.

Attending school is a new concept

to many Kenyans, Sister Beyrau said.

In 2003, the current president, Mwai
Kibaki, decreed that education would
be provided free to all students

through the eighth grade. Hundreds
of children are taking advantage of

this opportunity and attending
school for the first time.

This opportunity for Kenyan
children means more work for teach-

ers and missionaries such as Sister

Beyrau. The Daughters of Charity,

along with Kenyan mothers, are

building a child development center

in the village of Chepenyal, which
will prepare three- to six-year-old

children to attend primary school.

This is an example of children

helping other children. Murphy said.

"It's good for the students to learn

how to gather their resources in

school to directly benefit children in

Kenya," she said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A.

Evans by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-

mail kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Your Child's Education...An Important Decision!

We offer:

Grades K- 5 with small class size

Foreign languages, music & art
^

A classical curriculum w/emphasis on traditional Catliolic teachings

Affordable tuition

Call nowto guarantee your child's enrollment. Space is limited!

704-841-2292

Visit us on the web at/ www.Uessedsacmmentacad&ny.org

Located behind windsorSquare in Matthev'/s, NC A pnvate academy independent of Charlotte diocesan schools

ST. JOSEPH VIETNAMHSE CATHOLIC CH URCH
MAY 02, 2004 RAfFEE RESULTS

GRAND PRIZE: 085522
1ST PRIZE: 15803
2ND PRIZE: 10276
3RD PRIZE: 12629

FOR INFO: (704) 504 0907

10 GOOD LUCK PRIZES ARE:
02732, 095180, 14639

07982, 058088, 092994
085534, 065721, 07865

03158

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Hunter Smith, student council president, presents a ceremonial check for $1,700

to Sister Pat Beyrau to support the work of the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent

de Paul in West Pokot, Kenya.

SMITH & SMITH, PA
/ \ Timothy M. Smith, Attorney Jacquelyn A. Smith, Attorney

Members of St. Mark's Church

EXPERIENCED -

CRIMINAL LAW

Traffic Tickets (Meek, only)

DWI
Expunctions

Felonies & iviisdemeanors

NO FEE UNTIL WE
WIN ON PI CASES

FREE INITIAL

CONSULTATION
convenient free parking

I07( off attorneyfee— 107c of net fee donated to Cathoik Social Services Food Pantry

704-331-3092 www.smithandsmithpa.com 900 Baxter St., suite 109, Charlotte

AGGRESSIVE - CARING
PERSONAL INJURY

Auto Accident

Workers' Compensation
Wrongful Death

Whiplash - Back, Neck, Head injuries

SAFETY MEDICAL
ALERT SYSTEMS

Are You or a Loved One Living Alone?
ResponseLink is your answer for enhanced independence and safety!

ym2mamM * 24-hour emergency &

ReSpOn^l/irAr nonemergency

Inh^mrinK ViHir Sjlely-lmmmg riuirlndep^ndence StSte-Of'the-Sft SyStCm

* medication/health reminders

* lightweight, waterproof wrist

or neck pendant

Local offices open 24 hours a day to assist your immediate needs.

Local owners are parishioners of St. Mark Catholic Church, Huntcrsvilie, NC

(704) 875-8473 1-877-333-8866 TOLL FREE
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Tales of Wonder' at

St. Ann School
Studentbodyperforms annualspringmusical

BY PEGGY ANDERSON
Special to The Catholic News &

HER.ALD

CHARLOTTE — Students sang

and danced their way through stories of

the Catholic faith during St. Ann
School's annual spring musical May 22.

The entire student body came to-

gether to celebrate God's gifts with the

musical 'T^ales of Wonder." Approxi-

mately 240 students in kindergarten

through fifth-grade, dressed in brightly

colored T-shirts, formed a rainbow of

voices offering praise to God.

'To my knowledge, this is the first

time an elementary school has per-

formed a musical of this caliber," said

Karen Charlton, school choir director

and parent of two students.

Songs included "I Say 'Yes,' My
Lord" in both English and Spanish,

along with a rousing rendition of "All

You Works of God" that had the audi-

ence on their feet, clapping and singing.

The school choir, which consists of

students in grades three, four and five,

participated in leading many of the songs.

Marty Haugen, a composer of litur-

gical music for both Catholic and Protes-

tant congregations, developed "Tales of

Wonder" after he observed a small vil-

lage community in Hawaii. He has spent

20 years presenting workshops and con-

certs around the world for those inter-

ested in the renewal of worship.

'Tales ofWonder" was recently per-

formed at St. Eugene Church in Asheville.

"It was appropriate for St. Ann
School, because we, too, are a close-knit

community," said Charlton. "Everyone

in the school worked together as a vil-

lage to pull the show together."

The program was directed by
Charlton; Maryanne Jackson and
Shelley Earnhardt, parents of St. Ann
School students; and school music

teacher Harry Booth.

"So many people volunteered hours

and hours of their time to make this

happen," said parent Dottie Sue Fowler.

"It was just phenomenal. The choice of

music and the children's voices were in-

credibly moving."

Bill Ballard, a grandfather of a stu-

dent, and guidance counselor Nancy
Russo served as storytellers. Musicians

were teacher Kari Jenkins and members
of the professional group Bethany from

St. Luke Church in Mint Hill.

In addition, every teacher partici-

pated, encouraging the students and
helping the show to run smoothly.

All areas of the St. Ann School cul-

tural arts curriculum were represented

in the show. Spanish teacher Maritza

Ortiz-Romero worked with students on

the Spanish song. Students in the Art

Club, led by teacher Angle Olle, created

artwork and props, including blooming

sunflowers, bolts of lightning and a huge

rainbow on the stage.

"It was flin," said Sarah Loesch, a

kindergarten student. "I got to be a bird."

"Marty Haugen's vision of a global

village was truly exemplified Saturday

night as people of all ages and many
nationalities joined together to sing the

songs of our faith," said Charlton. "It is

this diversity and community that make
St. Ann School such a special place."

Courtesy Photo

The entire student body of St. Ann School perform in the school's annual spring

musical May 22.

race
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

1401 Patton Ave. 72 l ong ShoaLs Road

Asheville, NC Anlen, NC
(828) 252-3535 (828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

The buddy system

Courtesy Phot

At Our Lady of Mercy School in Winston-Salem, eighth-graders and kindergarter

students work together on laptop computers May 13. The older students are assignee

as buddies at the beginning of the school year and they mentor to the kindergarter

students on different projects throughout the year.

Please come andjoin us

Tenth Anniversary Celebration

Eucharistic Adoration

at

Maryfield Chapel, High Point

Bishop PeterJugis, presiding

Corpus Christi Sunday

June 13th beginning at 3 PM.

Marking ten years of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration,

our bishop will celebrate Holy Mass with the traditional

Corpus Christi Procession and blessing of the sick.

All are welcome to come and give thanks to God for this

great gift of His Son in the Blessed Sacrament. Especially

invited are the children, including first communicants in

Sunday best or First Communion dress.

Informadon: 336-886-2444

Maryfield Chapel, 1315 Greensboro Road, High Point

Hosted by the Poor Servants of the Mother of God Communit)'
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UNDER THE SEA

Student mural adds ocean

view to Bishop McGuinness
BY REV. MR. GERALD POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

KERNERSVILLE — Life under

the sea just got a little clearer at Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School.

To help liven up the school hall-

ways, senior Jackie Taylor led a team of

students in painting a giant mural de-

picting an ocean ecosystem.

"This type of project gives the kids a

chance to showcase their talents," said

Rick Eklund, biology teacher.

Eklund was instrumental in getting

the project underway. When students

and faculty moved into the new high

school in 2001, the building seemed

rather "clinical." So Eklund and other

faculty got together to determine what

could be done to "liven up" the place.

"We recruited art students who
would be willing to paint a 1 2-feet-by-9-

feet mural of a rainforest on the staircase

landing leading up to the science depart-

ment," he said.

'The concept of painting murals ...

humanizes the school by making it more
than just a building," said Leslie Hiatt,

art teacher.

It was junior Megan Witzke who
volunteered to head up a team of students

to add character to the school last year.

This year, Eklund encouraged his

students to leave a positive memorial of

their years at the school. Once Eklund

approved Jackie's ocean design, she or-

ganized a new team of artists — senior

Erica Lawrence and freshmen Melissa

Taylor, Teri Walsh and Jessica Hogan.

The students worked on the mural

after school^ often 10-12 hours each

week. In order not to become over-

whelmed with the massive project, the

students worked for several weeks and

then took a week or so off until the mural

was finished.

In order to cover the staircase wall,

located a level below the rainforest mural,

the students utilized a lift from the drama

department to reach the high spots.

'The ocean scene is real nice," said

sophomore Richard Dudley. "I espe-

cially like how the forest is above it. It's

like going under water as you go down
the stairs."

"WhOe I thought the ocean was a

cool idea, painting it became very mun-
dane," said Jackie. "What I thought

would be very difficult was the best part,

because it included painting a variety of

multicolored fish."

Exklund wasn't surprised that Jackie

volunteered to head up the project.

"She is very dedicated and indepen-

dent," he said.

Now available

The complete ordination Mass of Bishop Peter ]. jugis

Is available for purchase on VHS and DVD.

Experience the diverse and historic celebration in your

own home.

VHS - $10
DVD - $15

Call (704) 376-2010 between 9am-7pm, Mon-Satonly.

(Checks or money orders only)

Photo by Rev, Mr. Gerald Potkav

From left: Bishop McGuinness Catliolic High School students Melissa Taylor, Teri

Walsh, Jackie Taylor and Erica Lawrence stand before the mural of an ocean ecosystem

they painted in the stairwell leading to the science wing of the school.

Described as an in-charge person

with an upbeat outlook on school and

life, Jackie — a black belt in karate —
was recently appointed to the U.S. Air

Force Academy in Colorado.

"I am looking forward to getting a

pilot's license," said Jackie.

"The Air Force Academy did not

make a mistake in appointing her," said

Hiatt. "She is and will be an excellent

student there."

Students and faculty are pleased

with the new mural.

"It is edifying to see these students

express themselves through the medium
of art," said Loretta Bednar, head of the

religious studies department.

"(The mural) allows students to look

at something in the morning and get a

sense ofjoy," said Richard. "It's a morale

booster, knowing that someone was
willing to put that much time and effort

into it."

Contact Correspondent Rev. Mr.
Gerald Potkay by calling (336) 427-8218 or

e-mail gpotkay@triad.rr.com.

Students to journey down under
KERNERSVILLE — Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School stu-

dents are preparing to go "down under"

this summer.

Forty students and parents will

spend 14 days exploring the South Pa-

cific in mid-June. Students travel to the

South Pacific every second year.

An educational and adventure field

trip, the "Journey Down Under" begins

in New Zealand with a visit to Rotorura

and the Maori culture. The group then

travels to Sydney, Australia, and on to

Cairns in Queensland, where they will

spend a day on the Great Barrier Reef

and become familiar with the Tjapuki

aboriginal culture.

Next is a trip north to Cape Tribula-

tion to spend two days deep in the

rainforest spotting and learning about

the importance of environmental issues.

Students will visit several animal habi-

tats, do an early morning climb of the

Sydney Harbor bridge and immerse
themselves in cultures thousands of

years old.

The tour will end with two days in

Honolulu, Hawaii.

anic

istems
LLC

Natural Ot^nic Turf fer ^*3^mb CI^^c

Call70+-55+-5727to<Jau ( ^*'>A /

Wc care foryour environment naturally!

Marys Garden
Catholic Books and Gifts

Books and special gifts

for ALL occasions!!

704-823-7244
866-823-7244

Tues - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm
3816 South New Hope Rd - Gastonia

(New Hope Small Business Center - Unit #27)

5 miles south of 1-85 - Exit 20
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Courtesy Photo

Ryan and Alex Kilmartin stand with some of their awards and trophies at their

home. Both second-degree black belts in tae kwon do, the brothers rank among the

top two in the world in their respective age brackets.

These kids have kick
Catholic siblings are among top karate experts

CHARLOTTE — Ryan and Alex

Kilmartin have lofty goals in life —
Ryan, 13, wants to be a marine biologist

specializing in sharks; Alex, 1 1, wants to

become a doctor.

In the meantime, the brothers are

both second-degree black belts who
rank among the top two in the world in

their respective age brackets for tae

kwon do.

Tae kwon do, a 2,000-year-old Ko-

rean martial art, was introduced to the

Olympics in Korea in 1988, according to

the Tae Kwon Do Network.

Ryan, a student at Holy Trinity

Catholic Middle School, and Alex, a stu-

dent at St. Matthew School, both started

tae kwon do when each was around four

years old. Between them, they have won
27 AAU national championships and

gold medals. Plaques, clippings and
magazine covers of their achievements,

and 400 trophies — half of which are

taller than both boys — decorate their

recreation room walls.

"In team sports, there's always

someone to lean on, someone to cover

your mistakes," said the boys' father,

Sean Kilmartin. "In this sport (tae kwon
do), it's just you. What they learned at a

young age was if you want to win, you

have to do it yourself"

"And their success was their own,"

he said. "They've competed against some
of the best."

Ryan has won as the overall top

competitor in U.S. Junior Karate.

Alex was the youngest person in

America ever to participate in the Junior

Olympic Games when he was 5 years

old. He competed in the 8-and-under

division; he didn't win that first year but

came back to win the next three years.

When he turned 8, he moved to the 10-

and-under division and won that com-

petition as well.

During their careers, Ryan and Alex

have competed in the Battle of Atlanta

and the U.S. Open. Last year, they fin-

ished the North American Sports Karate

Association Tour with Alex ranked No.

1 in the world and Ryan No. 1 in the

United States and No. 2 in the world.

Kilmartin said discipline and respect

involved in tae kwon do have done much
for his children.

"It reinforces a lot of the basic prin-

ciples and consistencies that we as par-

ents and as Catholics want to instill in

their lives," he said. 'They have never

raised their hands to anyone outside of

the sport."

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:

"Of all the advertisijigfor my store, the biggest return for my money Ims been

from The Catholic News & Herald. I track the success with a coupon and

receive more customers with CN&H coupons than from nil other advertising

sources combined. It's great!"

— Tony Gagliardo, President, The Catholic Company at Lake Norman

Catholic CALL TODAY for low rates to tell over 125,000 readers

every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

Celebrating

first Communion

Courtesy Photo

From left: Oscar Mendez, Violeta Padron, Jamil Wrlgfit, Cara Adeimy and Carlos

Mendez celebrated their first Communion at St. James CKurch in Hamlet May 16.

The Anglo and Hispanic children prepared for the sacrament together under the

direction of Cecilia Wilson.

Scott Hahn
Renowned Catholic Author and Convert

is coming to Charlotte!

Corpus Christi Conference
Friday, June 11 7-9 pm
Saturday, June 12 8 am - 9:30 pm
Come for all or anypart - at your convenience!

Charlotte Catholic High School

7702 Pineville-Matthews Rd (Hwy 51)

Additional speakers include Kimberly Hahn, EWTN's Dr.

Alice von Hildebrand and many others. Join us

In fostering and encouraging Catholic identity and culture!

Tickets $20— includes boxed lunch of your choice

Priests and Religious receive free admission.

Information and registration form:

www.cuf.org/conference.htm

Or call: 704.544.1 230

I
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Forture warnings not heeded,

says prelate

TORTURE, from page 1

)y the United States.

Today, in the wake of Iraqi pris-

)ner abuse, Cardinal Stafford wonders

vhy others did not see it coming.

"All of this outcry by the Demo-
rats in Congress, the Republicans in

he White House and by the press is

leceitfiil in light of the silence that took

)lace when torture was being talked

ibout in 2001, 2002, 2003," Cardinal

Stafford said in an interview with the

Zatholic magazine, Inside the Vatican.

In a February 2003 statement re-

X)rted by Catholic News Service, Car-

dinal Stafford said, "The government

jf the United States has compromised
ts own basic principles by implicitly

indorsing the use of torture since Sept.

11, 2001."

At that time, the cardinal was con-

cerned that political leaders of both

major parties, as well as some leading

legal experts, supported the torture of

terrorist suspects and that media re-

ports of their statements had produced

no outcry.

"What's incredible is that nobody
at that time made any comments about

these articles," he said in his latest inter-

view, published on the magazine's Web
site in mid-May.

"If American soldiers and superiors

in Iraq had known that there had been

an explicit, absolute refusal to go along

that route, that fatal choice of torture ...

then they would have thought a long

time before allowing it," he said.

Cardinal Stafford said the revela-

tions and photos of prisoner abuse will

infuriate Arabs and raise fundamental

questions about the type of democracy

the United States is trying to export.

"Muslims are outraged and de-

ceived because Americans appear to be

imposing the same type of life upon
Iraqi society that we said we were go-

ing to rescue them from. It's the very

opposite ofwhat we said we were going

to do," he said.

"Not only have we humiliated the

Iraqi people, but we've deceived
them. We've deceived the Arab
peoples," he said.

"Is this what American democracy

is producing? Men and women who,

just below the surface, are barbarians.

Just below the surface ofAmerican civi-

lization, of American popular culture,

we are becoming barbaric. Is that what
American democracy is producing to-

day?" he said.

In early 2003, Cardinal Stafford

was a strong critic of the U.S. decision

to go to war, saying there appeared to

be no hard evidence of weapons of mass

destruction in Iraq. He now says the

fact that no such weapons were found

represents an intelligence failure and a

moral failure.

"Why did the president, the vice

president and the secretary of defense

say there was an immediate danger to

the peace of American society by the

proximate use of weapons that would

come from Iraq, either directly or

through al-Qaida? Why did they say

that when they didn't have the docu-

mentation to back it up?" he said.

BUYING a
Home?
Want a

REBATE from
your REALTOR?

(704) 321-2859

Deer Park Realty

\/vww.deerparkrea Ity. ne t

Vour Full Service Reol Estate Firm for the Carolina^

CNS PHOTO BY Michael Swan, Catholic Register

Cardinal J. Francis Stafford, shown here

speaking at a 2002 press conference,

warned more than a year ago that "war

on terror" would lead to the torture of

Iraqi prisoners.

"They tried to convince an intelli-

gent citizenry, an enlightened citizenry

who are ultimately responsible,

whether a government should remain

or not remain, but we were not pre-

sented with the real reasons," he said.

"I think the real reason was to try

to create this democracy in the

Middle East, and I think it was wish-

ful thinking. But nevertheless, that

was their intention, as we found out

once they got in there," he said.

Serving the Carolinas
for more than 23 yearsl

Special Cards, Religious Articles,

Unique Gifts

l i ==t1— CARPUNA CATHOLIC —
_ BOOKSHOPPE _

I' 'I

704r342-2878
Fax (704) 334-33 1

3

44 1 0F Monroe Road,
Charlotte, 28205

WE WELCOME MAIL ORDERS
AND SPECIAL ORDERS!

Mon-Fri 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

www.carolinacatholicbooks.com

Jo/oe your ^aiiJi

Be affirmed in your present ministry.

Upgrade your certification as a catechist and religion teacher.

Fulfill the prerequisite for the Permanent Diaconate.

Grow in your faith.

Ifyou have these desires, the Diocesan Office ofLay Ministry

offers a txuo-year program designed to help you understand more

'uUy your baptismal call to minister to yourfamily, to others in

the Church, and to those in your daily life.

NISTRY
Training Program
Classes will be held in Arden,

Charlotte and Greensboro

For more information call

Frank Villaronga,

704-370-3274 or E-mail

favillaronga@charlottediocese.org

Create a winning event
Having your meeting
or conference at the
center makes you a
winner every time!

We can help you turn an ordinary

conference, meeting retreat, or banquet

into a special event! You plan the event,

we'llprovide the environment!

^NThe Catholic
r-i

I
— Conference

VJI Center

1551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC
(828) 327-7441 or roll-free at

(888) 5.36-7441

info@catholicconference.org

www.catholicconference.org

Consolidate

High-Interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

LOW Interest

S interest-onlv

Programs

PRIME RATE FOR I IFK

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL C:OMPARISON:

e

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

Mp yon realize your bonu' nuunskij) dreams.

NO Payment
until

JUlY 20041

No
Out-of -Pocket

Closing costs

*Call Andrew Smith (704) 96.5-7486

Inlcrcst. rai<' shown is Prim<* (4%), miiiu.s I /'\%, based on 80% or l<'s.s I.TA''. .Sul)jt'<:t to undcnvriiins r.ondiiiiHis.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Living Light cateclietical

journal to cease publication

40-year run ends due to low circulation^

rising production costs

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The Living

Light, a quarterly catechetical journal

published by the U.S. bishops' De-
partment of Education, will end pub-

lication with its summer issue after a

40-year run.

The Living Light was established

in 1964 by the National Center for

the Confraternity of Christian Doc-
trine of the National Catholic Welfare

Conference, forerunner to today's U.S.

Conference of Catholic Bishops. In

1966, it became a publication of the

education department.

Over the years. Our Sunday Visi-

tor, William H. Sadlier Inc. and Mer-
cer University Press produced and

distributed The Living Light. For the

last decade, USCCB Publishing had

produced it and distributed it.

The journal was projected to lose

$44,000 in the coming year.

"The decision to close the journal

is strictly a financial one. We simply

could no longer underwrite the

journal's expense," said Dominican
Sister Glenn Anne McPhee, USCCB
secretary of education, in a statement.

Circulation of The Living Light

was 1,500, according to the 2004
Catholic Press Directory, although

Conventual Franciscan Father
Berard Marthaler, executive editor,

said it was "less than 1,000."

Subscriptions sold for $29.95,

and individual issues cost $8.

Mary Perkins Ryan served as ex-

ecutive editor for the first 10 years of

The Living Light. For the last 30
years. Father Marthaler, now a pro-

fessor emeritus at The Catholic Uni-

versity of America in Washington,
served as executive editor.

Father Marthaler told Catholic

News Service the professional journal

nearly closed down after its first two
years of operation, "then Our Sunday
Visitor came to the rescue." But no

publisher or distributor could stem
ongoing losses to produce it, he said.

"We changed the format almost

every time we changed publishers,"

he said, adding, "Anything that's a

money loser they're not going to

make a top priority."

He told CNS he had first men-
tioned stepping down from his

editor's post two years ago. Recently,

he added, "I finally said, 'We've got to

do something.'"

Although Father Marthaler said

he would step down and some pos-

sible successors were considered. Sis-

ter McPhee said that played no part

in the decision to close the quarterly.

Father Marthaler said The Living

Light's subscription base was strong

in European libraries, but weaker in

U.S. libraries.

"That reflects what's happening

in diocesan religious education," he

added, alluding to staff cuts in indi-

vidual dioceses.

Still, "it was a good run. I think

we served the field well. It was an

exciting time," Father Marthaler
said.

In the wake of The Living Light's

closing, books that cull articles from
back issues are being considered. A
book on adolescent catechesis taken

from the journal's articles has already

been published.

WATERFORD FINANCIAL SERVICES

Do you need a loan with
— NO closing costs or
— a NO mortgage insurance

We'll also help you with:

• 100% purchase programs

• 100% refinance programs

' Debt consolidation

' Home equity lines of credit

' Goo'd credit or bad credit

FREE, NO OBLIGATION analysis!

Mike Eller

888-457-1219
eller@waterfordmortgageinc.com

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JUNE 6, 2004

June 6, FeastofMost
Holy Trinity

Cycle C Readings:

1) Proverbs 8:22-31

Psalm 8:4-9

2) Romans 5:1-5

3) Gospel: John 16:12-15

byDANLUBY
catholic news service -

"Why is grass green?"

Parents of curious pre-school age

children are not surprised by such ques-

tions. Most will have enough basic scien-

tific information to offer a cogent answer.

But knowledge of facts is one thing; wis-

dom is another.

Parents who are merely knowledge-

able wUl sit young questioners down
and launch into their best imitation of

Mr. Wizard, speaking earnestly about

chlorophyll and sunshine and the

miracle of photosynthesis. They will

draw colorful diagrams. And after

they've finished their carefully detailed

explanations, they'll be frustrated at

their children's uncomprehending
stares.

Wise parents, on the other hand,

will tailor their response to the age and

capacity of the children. They won't try

to turn preschoolers into botanists, but

wUl give them just enough information

to lay some groundwork for later devel

opmental stages when the children wi
be capable of embracing more of th

detaUs and grasping more fully the con

cepts behind the facts.

In the Gospel for Trinity Sundaj

Jesus takes the wisdom approach witi

his disciples: "I . have much more to tel

you, but you cannot bear it now." H
knows they haven't the capacity to fe

ceive a fuller explanation of his identit

and mission. That's why Jesus sends hi

Spirit— to "guide you to all truth.

The mystery of the Trinity, of thi

inner life of Father, Son and Holy Spiril

celebrated this Sunday, is at the heart o

that truth to which we are led over time

But even the church's understanding o

this mystery wasn't clearly expresse<

until almost 300 years of controversy

and reflection and dialogue and praye:

had taken place.

The challenging news is that we ar(

called to embrace truths and mysterie

utterly beyond our capacity to compre
hend. The good news is that we have th

patient testimony of the Spirit to lead ui

deeper and deeper into their truth

I
Questions:

What is one area of truth which yoi

have come to understand more deepl}

over time? Through whom has th(

Spirit helped you grasp more fully th<

mystery of God's presence in the world;

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE " f

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 30 JUNE 5

Sunday (Pentecost Sunday), Acts 2:1-11, 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13, John 20:19-23; Mondaj

(The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary), Zephaniah 3:14-18, Luke 1:39-56; Tuesday, 2 Pete

3:12-15, 17-18, Mark 12:13-17; Wednesday (Sts. Marcellinus and Peter), 2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12

Mark 12:1 8-27; Thursday (St. Charles Lwanga and Companions), 2 Timothy 2:8-1 5, Mark 1 2:28

34; Friday, 2 Timothy 3:10-17, Mark 12:35-37; Saturday (St. Boniface), 2 Timothy 4:1-8, Marl

12:38-44

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 6 - JUNE 12

Sunday (Most Holy Trinity), Proverbs 8:22-31, Romans 5:1-5, John 16:12-15; Monday, 1 Kings

17:1-6, Matthew 5:1-12; Tuesday, 1 Kings 17:7-16, Matthew 5:13-16; Wednesday (St. Ephrem), 1

Kings 18:20-39, Matthew 5:17-19; Thursday, 1 Kings 18:41-46, Matthew 5:20-26; Friday (St

Barnabas), Acts 11:21-26; 13:1-3, Matthew 5:27-32; Saturday, 1 Kings 19:19-21, Matthew 5:33-37

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 £. Independeiice Blvd., Charlotie

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

Driverswanted^

Lowest
Prices

I

"Nothing CouldBe Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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'Raising' some lauglis

Film inRises laughter with endearingmoments

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE —Helen Harris

(Kate Hudson) has it all — she's mov-
ing up the ladder at the model agency

where she works for fashionista Domi-
nique (Helen Mirren), she lives in a

stylish one-bedroom apartment in

Manhattan and she dates male models.

On top of that, she has five ador-

ing nieces and nephews, who live just

close enough — two taxi rides and a

train ride away — to not interfere

with her swinging single lifestyle.

But her perfect world crumbles

when her oldest sister, Lindsay (Fe-

licity Huffman) and Lindsay's hus-

band, Paul (Sean O'Bryan), die in a

car accident.

After the funeral, Helen hides in

the closet, comforting Lindsay's kids,

Audrey (Hayden Panettiere), Henry
and Sarah (played by real-life sib-

lings Spencer and Abigail Breslin),

while pregnant middle sister Jenny
(Joan Cusack) makes sure there are

enough three-ply blue dinner napkins

for the guests.

It's obvious Jenny will be the

logical choice to raise the Davis chil-

dren, so it comes as a shock to both

sisters when the estate lawyers in-

form them Lindsay and Paul have
chosen Helen as guardian.

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafiineral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Suddenly, Helen's perfect, easy-

going lifestyle is turned upside down.

She and the kids move into the only

apartment she can afford — in

Queens. She enrolls them in a

Lutheran school by pretending to be

followers of the faith. Pastor Dan
Parker (John Corbett), the school's

principal, informs her that, like most
religious schools, the school enrolls

non-Lutherans.

Helen finds herself on the outs

again when her child-phobic boss,

Dominique, fires her for bringing the

children to a fashion show, then ruin-

ing a photo shoot when Sarah's kin-

dergarten class gives the model a

makeover — using permanent mark-
ers. Unable to get a job at another

modeling agency, a neighbor helps

Helen find work as a receptionist at a

used-car dealership.

Attracted to the lively blond. Pas-

tor Dan sets off to woo Helen. One of

the film's funniest moments happens

when he asks her out on a date and

Helen exclaims, "I've made you break

your vow!" Set straight again, Helen
nevertheless rebukes the handsome
pastor's advances — for the time be-

ing.

"Raising Helen" does an excellent

job interspersing the serious with the

fun, as Helen and the kids adjust to

their new lives while mourning the

loss of Lindsay and Paul.

A particularly poignant moment

"The Serpent's Tooth"
By John V. Doyle, St. Luke Parishioner

"A timely, provocative novel about a crisis

of faith. Written with talent, knowledge
and sensitivity."

—Fr.Jim Hawker, Pastor, St. Luke, Charlotte

Scandalized by worldwide atrocities

committed in God's name, Steven

Dennison abandons his faith and

conscience. When tragedy strikes, grief

and guilt force him to seek his pastor's

counsel. Readers will share the pair's

penetrating discussions and judge the

manifesto in which Steven asserts new
beliefs and objectives for the rest of his life.

Order online at iUniverse.com for $18.95

plus S&H. Or send check or money order

for $18.95 to: J.V. Doyfe, 8051 Sultana

Circle, Charlotte, NC 28227.

ADD ELEGANCE TO YOUR CORRE/PONDENCE,
CARD/, CERTIFICATE/ AND /O MUCH MORE!

-offering both hand scribed and computerized
calligraphy for your special occasion!

And more!!!
Invitations Menus Certificates

Envelopes Place cards Seating charts

CALL TODAY AND WE'LL HELP YOU WITH YOUR EVENT!

dpcinc@ailtel.net www.danaspci.com

DTC, PMC

704-846-2120

comes when Henry admits that he no

longer plays basketball because he

doesn't think it's fair that he should

be having fun when his parents are in

heaven. Helen explains that his par-

ents would want him to do the things

he loves, and that doing so honors

their memory.
All seems to be going smoothly

for a while, until Helen and Jenny
catch 15-year-old Audrey at a motel

on prom night.

Convinced she is not cut out for

motherhood, Helen relinquishes

guardianship to Jenny and goes back

to her old lifestyle. She soon discovers

that dancing all night no longer ful-

fills her and she retrieves the children,

ready to leave behind the fun-loving

aunt she once was for the tough but

loving mom Audrey, Henry and Sa-

rah need her to be.

"Raising Helen" showcases how
effective parenting is executed with

equal parts discipline and love, and
how experienced parents can help

guide the novices through the de-

manding job of parenting in the 21st

century.

Because of brief, mild sexual in-

nuendo, implied underage drinking

and a few instances of crass language,

the USCCB Office for Film & Broad-

casting classification of "Raising

Helen" is A-II — aduks and adoles-

cents. The Motion Picture Associa-

tion of America rating is PG-13 —
parents are strongly cautioned. Some
material may be inappropriate for

children under 13.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A.

Evans by calling (704) 370-3334 or e-

mail kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Photo bv Ron Batzoorff

FamilyDEVO-tion

Audrey (Hayden Panattlere, left), Helen (Kate Hudson, center left), Lindsay (Felicity

Huffman, center right) and Paul (Sean O'Bryan, right) let loose with a dance to a

tune by the 1980s musical group DEVO in a bonding moment.

Many Annuity Owners
Lose Money.
Will YOU?

Some annuity owners lose money because they didn't know

what questions to ask when they bought, and their salesperson

did not volunteer any information.

If you own an annuity or are considering taking advantage of

their many benefits, my FREE report, "Using Guaranteed

Annuities to Help You Survive Your Retirement, " will tell you

what questions to ask.

The report is FREE and shows you how to get more benefits

from your existing assets and help preserve your annuity value.

Call 800-800-4960, ext. 7405 (24 hours)

for your FREE report! ~X member orrlir

Dr. Richard Pucciarelli

Certified Senior Advisor

Member ofAsset Protectors and Advisors Group
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CULTURE WATCH
May 28, 2004

Movie Capsules

"THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW"
Visually spectacular doomsday

drama about a scientist (Dennis
Quaid) trying to reunite with his son

(Jake Gyllenhaal) during a world-

wide environmental catastrophe trig-

gered by global warning which, in

addition to unleashing monstrous
hurricanes, killer tornadoes and bibli-

cal-proportion floods, threatens to

rapidly plunge Earth into a new
ice age.

The film is brimming with eye-

popping special-effects sequences; di-

rector Roland Emmerich plays fast

and loose with scientific facts to craft

a high-concept rollercoaster ride full

of escapist thrills but without much of

a story beyond its nature-gone-mad

premise.

Intense scenes of natural disas-

ters. The USCCB Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is A-II —
adults and adolescents. The Motion
Picture Association of America rating

is PG-13 — parents are strongly cau-

tioned. Some material may be inap-

propriate for children under 13.

"SAVED!"

Tart teen comedy about a senior

(Jena Malone) at an evangelical high

school, who, after her boyfriend
(Chad Faust) tells her that he thinks

he is gay, sleeps with him in an at-

tempt to "cure" him and winds up
getting pregnant, sending her into a

spiritual tailspin and putting her at

odds with her sanctimonious best

friend (Mandy Moore).

PRINCIPAL - SAINT MARK CATHOLIC SCHOOL
HUNTERSVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA —

Position: Principal of Saint Mark Catholic School

Huntersville, North Carolina

Grades K-7 expanding to K-8 in 2005-2006

Position to Begin: July 1 , 2004

Terms: 12-month contract

Salary: Negotiable

Qualifications: Must be a practicing Catholic

Must have or be eligible for NC certification

Must have experience in a Catholic school, preferably in

a leadership position

Must possess excellent communication skills

Must have proven administrative successes

Submit resume and completed application to:(applications can be secured at

www.charlotttediocese.org/catholicschools)

Linda L. Cherry

Superintendent of Schools

Diocese of Charlotte

1123 South Church St.

Charlotte, NC 28203 Or fax to: (704) 370-3291

Classifieds
each lease: TAX FREE!!! Only $289,900. That's

$79.42/ sq. ft, and we pay $5000 closing costs.

Call 336-882-8867.

EMPLOYMENT

RETAIL POSITIONS: In Charlotte. School

Uniform retailer .seeking high energy part-time

employees, summer and year round positions

available. Call 704-372-9595.

SALES REPRESENTATIVES: J S Paluch Co
(est. 1913), the nation's oldest Catholic Pub-

lisher, is now interviewing for the position of

Sales Representatives for parish church bulle-

tin.s. Realistic earnings potential of 40K+,
health insurance, paid vacation, 40lK. Some
travel required. Self motivation a must. Bilin-

gual helpful in some areas. To arrange an inter-

view call Les Black at 800-432-3240. Seniors

welcome to apply.

FOR RENT

CONDO: Hilton Head, 2 BR/2 BA Condo,
roof-top pool, steps from beach, Coligny Plaza

area. (502) 454-4324

HILTON HEAD VACATION RENTAL
HOUSE: 12 Jacaca St. New rental, new furni-

ture, pool, hot tub. 4 BR, 4 bath, less block to

beach. Walk to restaurants & shops! Great for

multi-families. Info and PICTURES on website

www.seacoasthv.com or call 1-800-654-7101

FOR SALE

MODEL HOME: Award 'Winning Model
Home with all the extras!!! High Point, NC. 3650
sq. ft. Great income potential for Furniture

Market. Rent House 7-10 days in April and
October and earn between $2800 - $4000 for

SERVICES

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING: Marie s Multi-

Cleaning Services. Interior Vacuuming and

Dressing. Comprehensive hand washing. Expert

waxing and polishing. At YOUR convenience.

Call 704-394-4617.

PRAYERS & PETITIONS

St. Jude, thank you for your many intercessions

on my behalf KAE

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($1 2 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 11 23 8. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Directed by Brian Dannelly, the

film uses satire to offer a scalding

critique of hypocrisy and pufTed-up

piety, but its wall-to-wall bashing of

conservative Christians, which at

times stoops to irreverent lows, dis-

plays the same sort of insensitivity

which the movie purportedly decries.

Religious stereotypes, an implied

teen sexual encounter, homosexual
references, recurring rough and crude

language, profanity and several sacri-

legious jokes. The USCCB Office for

Film & Broadcasting classification is

L — limited adult audience, films

whose problematic content many
adults would find troubling. The Mo-
tion Picture Association of America
rating is PG-13 — parents are

strongly cautioned. Some material

may be inappropriate for children

under 13.

PRINCIPAL—Hilton Head, SC
Seeking principal for Pre-K4 - 8 for 2004-5 year. Must have experience as

Cathoh'c school administrator and be in full communion with the Church.

Qualifications: strong background in instruction and curriculum; excellent

organizational, communication and public relations skills; knowledge of

current technology; eligible for administrative certification in SC. St. Francis

School enjoys strong, growing support for Catholic education. Send letter of

interest, resume and 3 recommendations to:

Fr. Martin Laughlin, Pastor - St. Francis by the Sea

45 Beach City Rd., Hilton Head, SC 29926

PRINCIPAL - IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY SCHOOL
HIGH POINT, NORTH CAROLINA

The Catholic Community of Immaculate Heart: of Mary in High Point, NC seeks

an energetic, highly motivated individual with vision and initiative. Founded in

1947, Immaculate Heart; of Mary is a K-8 parochial school with a long-standing

tradition of excellence. At a current enrollment of 255, IHM is literally bursting

at the seams with students and excitement. We pride ourselves on being one of

the most technologically advanced Catholic educational facilities in the

Diocese of Charlotte. We look forward to seeing the construction of a new

school on the grounds of our new church in the future.

Applicants must be practicing Catholics possessing or pursuing a master's

degree, preferably in educational administration or curriculum instruction.

The successful candidate will have at least 5 years' experience in a

leadership position, and have experience with school management, human

resources, and instructional leadership. This candidate should currently hold

or be capable of attaining a NC Principal's Certificate. Of utmost importance

is a commitment to excellence through dedication to the school community.

We seek a compassionate, caring individual with the leadership skills

necessary to inspire his/her faculty, parents, and students. Contract start

date is July I, 2004.

We offer a comprehensive benefits package which includes medical, dental,

and life insurance, 403B retirement incentives, and paid vacation and

holidays. Salary is commensurate with education and experience. Interested

candidates should send a resume, written philosophy of education, and

references - ASAP to Principal Search Committee, 605 Barbee Ave, High

Point, NC 27262. Resumes may also be faxed to (336)884-1849 or sent via

e-mail to nachter@ihmchurch.org.

ASSISTANT CAMPUS MINISTER

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, located in the TRIAD area of Nort:h

Carolina, is searching for an additional full-time campus minister to work

with an established yet growing ministry. If you are a Catholic adult with a

degree in liberal arts including some course work in education, scripture and

spiritual development and/or two years or more of practical experience as a

youth or campus minister, please consider this opportunity.

BMCHS has an established campus ministry program, which is responsible for

supervising all liturgical activities, retreat programs, community service and

peer ministry programs.

We need an energetic, highly motivated and 'deeply religious person to help

direct our young people toward a meaningful, life-affirming journey with Christ.

The position's starting salary is competitive. We also offer life insurance and

an exceptional health benefits plan, plus paid holidays. If interested, please

contact George Repass, Principal, Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School,

1725 NC Highway 66S, Kernersville, NC 27284. Phone: (336)564-1010
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Prayers in prison

Helen Day, 87, discusses the value of the rosary with three inmates at the Onondaga

County Justice Center in Syracuse, N.Y. Day, who is devoted to the Blessed Mother

and the rosary, volunteers her time doing jail ministry along with others who offer

spiritual support to the incarcerated.

DON'T PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!
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Bishops call for alternatives

to imprisonment
PRISON, from page 1

Previous statements have dealt with

juvenile justice, the privatization of the

prison industry and an overview of crimi-

nal justice problems in the South.

The newest statement said the cur-

rent criminal justice system "is based on

retribution — those who cause suffering

by committing crime are to be punished

by the government for what they have

done wrong."

But many people, including crime

victims, think that system simply is not

working, the bishops said. One option is

to allow the legal system to consider re-

storative justice programs.

Unlike the criminal justice system,

"restorative justice focuses first on the vic-

tim and the community harmed by the

crime," it explained.

'This shift in focus affirms the hurt

and loss of the victim, as well as the hann
and fear of the community, and insists

that offenders come to grips with the con-

sequences of their actions," the bishops'

statement said.

Such approaches are not "soft on

crime," because offenders are brought to

face their victims and communities —
and in a way that "offers victims a much
greater sense of peace and accountabOity.

Offenders who are willing to face the hu-

man consequences of their actions are

more ready to accept responsibility, make
reparations and rebuUd their lives."

Not all victims or all perpetrators are

ready for a restorative justice approach,

the bishops said. The idea is not to replace

the current court system, but to offer, for

example, programs such as mediated vic-

tim-offender community conferences.

In such conferences, victims and of-

fenders seek reconciliation and resolution.

If the parties are unwilling or unable to

reach a resolution, the case goes back to

regular criminal court.

In some communities, victims, repre-

sentatives of the community and law en-

forcement officers meet with an offender,

. the statement explained. The programs

require that the harm to the victim and

the community be repaired somehow,
that the offender demonstrate under-

standing of how his or her behavior

banned the community, and that a plan

be drafted for the criminal to avoid such

behavior in the future.

A goal of restorative justice is to find

an alternative to putting so many people

in jail. "We have a higher percentage of

our people in prison than any country in

the world," noted the statement.

The bishops said while they recog-

nize a role for prisons and that sometimes

offenders must be imprisoned to protect

society, such incarceration "should be

about more than punishment."

"Our society seems to prefer punish-

ment to rehabilitation, and retribution to

restoration, thereby indicating a failure to

recognize prisoners as human beings," it

said. "A Catholic approach never gives up

on those who violate laws. We believe

that both victims and offenders are chil-

dren of God."

Prisons should be places where of-

fenders are challenged, encouraged and

rewarded for efforts to change their be-

haviors and attitudes, it said.

"Programs in jails and prisons that

offer offenders education, life skills, reli-

gious expression and recovery from sub-

stance abuse greatly reduce recidivism,

benefit society and help the offenders

when they reintegrate into the commu-
nity," the bishops' statement continued.

FOLLOW THIS DIET

AND NO ONE
GOES HUNGRY.

Skip the latte. Eat in for lunch. It's amazing how just a

Uttle tightening of your belt can feed so many hungry

people in your community. So please, trim a little fat

from your budget and send it to help your neighbors in

need. Visit us online at www. cssrvc.org.
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Fairness needs

community
support

Several years ago, I received a

call from a group of workers in an

industrial laundry in eastern Ken-
tucky. The 65 workers had voted for

union representation 10 months ear-

lier, but negotiations had stalled in

securing a first contract. The union

wanted some church people to listen

to the workers because it recognized

the Catholic teachings on workers'

rights.

The plant launders bed linens

and uniforms from hospitals and
nursing homes, plus fire-retardant

garments from heavy industry.

Started as a, family business, it was
sold years before to a national firm.

The family atmosphere of the early

days changed to more standard and
impersonal work rules.

The testimonies at the hearing

ranged from wages to work condi-

tions. One worker after more than 40

years at the laundry still made only

$6.25 an hour, a wage that kept a

family of three in poverty. Another
worker testified that when summer
temperatures outside reached 90 de-

grees, she recorded a 1 1 8-degree tem-

perature at her workstation in the

plant.

Other workers complained of

rigid work rules, crowded conditions

and unclean bathrooms. After two
hours of roundtable discussion, I

puzzled over my next step.

Labor laws currently favor the

employer. Nationally, one-third of the

workplaces that unionize never nego-

tiate a first contract, and one-fourth

more never get a second contract. The
law requires employers to bargain in

good faith, which essentially means
meeting on a regular basis. The only

correction for bargaining in bad faith

— however defined — is a flimsy

order to bargain in good faith. No
fines, no penalties, no punitive dam-
ages.

As a sympathetic listener, I had

no legal power. But, as a person of

faith, I could use moral suasion. I

discovered that the owner of the laun-

dry business was a devout Catholic

living in New York, so I wrote a letter

outlining the social teachings of the

church, emphasizing the dignity of

every worker and the right to a just

wage.

Next, I contacted his bishop and

asked him to hand deliver the letter,

which he did — on the golf course.

Faith

and the

Marketplace

GLENMARY
FATHER JOHN

S. RAUSCH

Ten days later, the negotiating team
came to the meeting, letter in hand,

and negotiated a contract giving ev-

eryone a $l-an-hour raise.

The hearing that I and the other

church representatives convened, in-

stinctively, at the industrial laundry

reflects a major program of Jobs with

Justice (JwJ), a community organiza-

tion dedicated to improving workers'

standard of living. JwJ organizes

Workers' Rights Boards composed of

community and religious leaders,

academics, elected officials and other

prominent members of the commu-
nity to review workers' complaints.

With no legal authority, yet with

great moral authority coming from
upright community members, these

boards invite employers to the public

hearings, then seek follow-up meet-

ings with management to discuss the

findings. If talking and mediation

prove ineffective, the Workers' Rights

Boards may pursue publicity

through letter writing to customers,

newspapers and stockholders, or

more direct action through picketing

and demonstrations.

These boards are operating in 20

cities and have helped janitors and
factory workers, food service folks

and immigrant laborers affirm their

dignity in labor struggles.

Maintaining a vibrant middle
class depends on protecting and ad-

vancing workers' rights. Unfortu-
nately, anti-union sentiment appears

pervasive and the right to organize

must fight an increasingly hostile le-

gal system. Union busting represents

a $500 million industry that plays

the system to ensure property rights

over human rights.

Workers' Rights Boards offer com-
munities a way to affirm justice until

labor laws are reformed. No workplace

is off limits or a "none-of-your-busi-

nes.s" situation. Developing a just soci-

ety demands involvement, and fairness

needs community support.

Pope says even in times

of triai Cliristians must

praise God

^1

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Even in

times of trial. Christians must con-

tinue giving praise to God, whose vic-

tory over sin and evil already has been

won, Pope John Paul II said.

Praise fills the hearts of "those who
await in hope the coming of the Lord
to fill with light human history, so

often immersed in the darkness of sin,

injustice, lies and violence," the pope
said May 26 at his weekly general

audience.

Under a cloudless blue sky. Pope
John Paul continued his series of audi-

ence talks about the psalms and can-

ticles used in the church's evening

prayer, focusing on a hymn about

God's justice from the Book of Revela-

tion.

The pope described the last book
of the Christian Bible as a "book of

struggle and of hope."

Revelation's hymn to "the Lord
God almighty" underscores the "just

and resolute judgment" of God, the

pope said.

As the hymn emphasizes, he said,

God's justice and judgment do not rely

on condemnation alone.

"Yes, he is the judge, but he is also

the savior; he condemns evil, but he

rewards fidelity; he is justice, but most
of all he is love," the pope said.

While the Book of Revelation

takes seriously the figure of Satan and

his attacks on the faith of believers, it

also makes clear that the victory al-

ready has been won by the death and

resurrection of Christ, the pope said.

"May the victory of the Lamb-
Messiah over sin and evil be a source

for our joy as well and an encourage-

ment to persevere amid the trials that

mark our earthy existence," he said.

At the end of the audience, a del-

egation from St. John's University in

Collegeville, Minn., presented Pope

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

John Paul with a copy of the Gospels

and the Acts of the Apostles from The
Saint John's Bible.

The Bible, a work in progress, is

being written and illuminated by a

team of calligraphers under the artistic

direction of Donald Jackson, a master

calligrapher.

The New Testament facsimile was
presented to the pope by Jackson and
his wife, Mabel; Benedictine Abbot
John Klassen of St. John's Abbey; and

Benedictine Brother Dietrich Reinhart,

president of the university.

The university said theirs is the

first handwritten and illuminated

Bible to be produced since the early

1500s. The calligraphers and artists

are writing on vellum, using quills,

natural handmade inks and hand-
ground pigments and gold leaf

When group members gave the

pope his copy of the Gospels and Acts,

they held it open to a full-page paint-

ing of Jesus with the words "And the

word became flesh" written in gold

and platinum. The painting faces the

first page of the Gospel of St. John, the

source of the quote.

Jackson said he chose that page

"because it is the beginning, it's big

and it's quite dramatic."

Abbot Klassen said when the pope

saw it "his eyes lit up."

While the abbot explained the

project to the pope, Jackson remained

silent.

"I let the book speak," he said later.

WRITE A LEHER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Hera/cfwelcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters

be originals of 250 words or less, pertain to recent newspaper content or

Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address

and daytime phone number of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may

be condensed due to space limitations and edited for clarity, style and factual

accuracy.

The Catholic News & HeraWdoes not publish poetry, form letter or petitions.

Items submitted to The Catholic News & Herald become the property of the

newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole or in part, in print, electronic

formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, ore-mail catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.
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hoose to be happy
Browsing through some Christo-

her files from a while back, I came
pon a wonderful story based on a

Juddhist koan. A koan is a paradox

ised for meditation and to gain en-

ightenment. This tale is about happi-

less — and about attitude.

There were two Buddhist monks,

me somber and one joyful. The first

nonk prayed all day in deep, motion-

ess silence. The second sang and
lanced his praise of God near a great

ree in the monastery garden.

One day an angel appeared to the

irst monk, saying, "I have come from

jod and you have been given per-

nission to ask him one question.

A^hat is your question?"

The somber monk quickly asked,

How many more lives must I live

jefore I will attain self-realization?"

The angel then went to the second

nonk and gave him exactly the same
nessage. And the second monk asked

he angel exactly the same question.

A week later, the angel returned

0 the first monk and said, "I have

/our answer. You must live three

nore lives before you will attain self-

ealization." The first monk started to

weep and moan, "Three more lives.

Oh no! Three more lives."

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

The angel went to the second

monk and said, "I have your answer.

You must live as many more lives as

there are leaves on that tree before

you will attain self-realization."

The second monk looked up at

the tree and said, "Why there must be

10,000 leaves on that tree! Only
10,000 more lives!" And he began to

sing and dance joyfully.

Suddenly, a voice spoke from
heaven, saying, "My son, this day you
have attained self-realization."

They say it can take years to get

all the wisdom from a koan. But it's

certainly obvious that while attitude

may not be everything, it can be

pretty close.

How many people do you know
who go though life always seeing a

glass that's half empty? What are

their lives like? I'll bet they are the

negative, critical, pessimistic folks

that you go out of your way to avoid.

On the other hand, there are the

"half full" sort of people who exude
optimism and positive thinking.

These are the men and women we
enjoy being around. More impor-
tantly, I suspect these are people who
enjoy their own company, as well.

Beyond that, while most of us say

we want to be happy, too many of us

spend more time pursuing the things

we think will make us happy rather

than simply choosing to be happy
wherever and whatever we are. If we
decide that such-and-such will make
us happy, then how can we possibly

be happy without it — whatever "it"

may be.

So what's the relationship be-

tween attitude and happiness?

A wise man named Abraham Lin-

coln put it this way: "Most people are

about as happy as they make up their

minds to be."

Have you made up your mind
yet?

For a free copy of the Christopher

News Note, "Half Empty or Half Full
— It's All in Your Attitude, " write:. The
Christophers, 12 East 48th Street, New
York, NY 10017; or e-mail:

mail@christophers.org.

Sacramentallyconfessinga crime
Q. I'm a recent convert to Catholi-

cism, but am stymied by one aspect of the

sacrament of reconciliation. A priest, ex-

plaining the procedure on television, said

he once had to refuse absolution because

the penitent wouldn't promise to "come

clean" with the law about a crime he

committed.

Though I haven't committed any
crime, I'd still like to know whether a

priest in confession can require, as a con-

dition of absolution, a promise that some

incriminating action must be taken by a

penitent who has gotten himself into a

jam. Could I have misunderstood? (Penn-

sylvania)

A. Normally, a person who has

committed a sin that is also a crime

punishable by law is not required to

confess that crime to civil authorities to

obtain absolution. If the usual require-

ments for sacramental absolution (sin-

cere contrition and firm purpose to

avoid sin in the future) are present,

absolution should be given.

If the priest has good reason to do
so, he might suggest that the penitent

'come clean" as you say, but that would
not be required. Proces.ses of discovery

and prosecution of the offender are left

in the hands of the proper civil authori-

ties.

The situation changes drastically,

however, if someone else, an innocent

person, is being punished for the crime.

One condition for genuine contrition in

the sacrament is that the penitent is not

planning, or is not in the process of

doing, something that is in fact another

Question

Corner
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serious sin.

Let's suppose a person commits a

crime, the sentence for which is a long

prison term. If another innocent person

is charged with the crime and sen-

tenced to prison, the real offender would
be seriously obliged to confess to the

appropriate authorities or in some
other way save the innocent person

from suffering for the crime he himself

committed.

Not to do so, to simply walk away
and ignore the terrible injustice to

someone else, would be a serious sin

against charity.

If such an offender goes to confes-

sion and deliberately intends to allow

another person to suffer imprisonment
for the sin he himself committed, he has

by his own admission the intention to

remain in mortal sin, a sin against the

virtue of charity. A priest would be

correct to withhold absolution until

that intention changes.

All this and possibly other circum-

stances of the case must, of course, be

weighed by both the priest and the

penitent carefully, honestly and com-
passionately at the time of the celebra-

tion of the sacrament.

Perhaps this is the kind of confes-

sional experience the priest you heard

was referring to.

Definition of

basilica
Q. fVhat is a basilica? Is a church built

as such or is it designated a basilica later?

(Wisconsin)

A. A basilica (the word comes from

Greek for a royal hall) is simply a

church that has been so designated be-

cause of its historical, liturgical or cul-

tural significance. A variety of spiritual

privileges (indulgences, special bless-

ings, etc.) are granted to pilgrims and

other visitors to basilica churches.

Some ancient governmental Ro-
man structures were built in a distinc-

tive "basilica" style, which has since

been adopted in many Christian

churches.

The exact status of many basilicas

is confusing, but among what are called

"major" basilicas are St. Peter's, St.

Paul's on the Ostian Way, St. Mary
Major and St. John Lateran, all in

Rome; and the church of St. Francis in

Assisi, where St. Francis is buried.

Popes have named hundreds of "mi-

nor" basilicas around the world, approxi-

mately 45 of them in the United States.

The most noted, the Basilica of the Im-

maculate Conception in Washington, the

largest Catholic church in North and

South America, was designated a basilica

by Pope John Paul II in 1990.

Rghting

sows seeds

Coming

ofAge

KASE JOHNSTUN
CNS Columnist

Seeing four fights in four days, I

witnessed the lowest common denomi-

nator of human behavior.

Waiting to interview someone at a

local park, I sat on a bench and relaxed.

Mid-spring air streamed through can-

yon onto the surface of the pond.

A rumble came from the parking lot.

A truck pulled up, and out of the back

jumped six high school students. I went

back to trying to escape the world out-

side the tree-fenced park.

Another car pulled up and five high

school students jumped out. Like a flock

of geese averting a dog, the students

began flailing around the park until two
of them met in the middle and within

seconds blows were thrown and red

blood stained the green grass.

Startled, I jumped up and walked in

a seemingly calm manner to my car to

call the police. Taunts flew. Chants from

supporters spat from their mouths.

Again, the boys interlocked. One
pulled away for a slight second and

within that second a punch landed on his

nose releasing a crackling sound.

I picked up my cell and began to call

when I noticed the fight had ended. Both

of the boys were walking and heading

back to their cars.

I thought, "Well at least it was a fair

fight, one on one, no weapons."

This was my relieP One on one? No
weapons?

I hung up the phone because the

cops would never make it in time.

Fighting. It's just a way high school

kids get out their aggressions, I tried to

convince myself It's harmless. Both

boys walked away just a little bloody.

The other three fights were between

grown men in public places.

—Finishing my run, I noticed two
men on the corner calling each other on,

and then the first punch flew.

—At a baseball game, one guy
turned to another and said, "'Life,' re-

member that word before you talk to me
again," and they proceeded to bump
chests and scream.—^The last happened at the pool in

my apartment complex. One man stood

at the pool and yelled up to the other,

and after half an hour of cursing and

taunting, the man at the pool headed up

the stairs to confront the man on the

balcony, kids standing around and
watching, learning from their fathers.

I would be tempted to say that the

fight in the park is inconsequential be-

cause no one really got hurt, but I am
guessing those same grown men spent

some time with their friends in the park

when they were young.
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Christ the King Church celebrates

diversity, unity ofCatholic faith

Photo by George K. Cobb

Christ the King Church has ministered to the needs of Catholics in High Point since

its founding by the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement in 1940.

HIGH POINT — Christ the

King Church was founded in 1940 to

serve the African-American Cathohcs.

in High Point, and has since become a

multi-ethnic parish celebrating both

the diversity and unity of the Catho-

lic faith and tradition.

Then-Bishop Eugene F.

McGuinness of Raleigh invited the

Franciscan Friars of the Atonement
of Graymoor, N.Y., to staff the new
church in High Point in 1940. Father

Bernardine Watson served as the first

pastor, originally celebrating Mass in

a funeral home.

Through the generosity and per-

severance of Father Watson and sev-

eral benefactors, a clothing shop was
acquired for use by the church. While
Mass continued to be celebrated there

during much of 1941, the parishio-

ners turned their attention to build-

ing a new church and rectory on
Kivett Drive.

The new colonial-style church
was dedicated by Bishop
McGuinness Dec. 14, 1941.

During the 1940s and into the

'50s, the Christ the King parish com-
munity continued to grow. A school

building and convent were built in

1949, and in 1950 the Franciscan

Handmaids arrived from New York
City to staff the school. The African-

American communities, both Catholic

and non-Catholic, of High Point,

Thomasville and Greensboro were
served by the new Christ the King
School, which opened its doors to 50

students in September 1950.
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Number of Households: 450

Est

)i

Father Philip Kollithanath

The friars continued their pastor-

ate in High Point for the next several

decades, cultivating a faith commu-
nity that became continually more
culturally diverse over time. A
stained-glass window behind the

church's choir loft depicts that diver-

sity, with Jesus surrounded by four

individuals representing the African,

Asian, European and Indian blood-

lines that make up much of the parish

community today.

Lowering enrollment, financial dif-

ficulties and the recalling of the sisters

to New York forced Christ the King
School to close in 1981. The diocesan

office of education converted the school

for use as a day care center, which

began its operation in August 1981.

Upon the friars' leaving High

Point in 1991, Christ the Kinj
Church became a diocesan parish ii

December of that year. Fathers Mar<
tin Madison and John Hoover serve<

the parish until December 1994
when Father Philip Kollithanath
present pastor, was appointed t<

Christ the King Church.

In 2000, 10 members of the Con^

gregation of Sisters of Charity of St

Vincent de Paul arrived at Christ th<

King Church to conduct the religiou!

education program and other minis-

terial work, including operating th<

day care center. DePaul Academj
serves as a multicultural preschoo'

and after-school for the local comm
nity, particularly Hispanics.

In January 2004, Bishop Peter

Jugis dedicated a new gymnasium t

serve as a multicultural center ani

host activities for children and youth]

programs which are funded by a vari

ety of local foundations.

Assisting in the advancin
growth of the Christ the King com-

munity have been many commissioni

and ministries focusing on the spi:

tual, educational, multicultural anii

evangelical dimensions of the parish

Parishioners gather to engage in

Bible study, to learn English as a Sec-

ond Language, to put their faith inti

action in the local community and t

celebrate their ethnicity. A bilingual

religious education program provides

sharing and learning opportunities

for English- and Spanish-speaking

parishioners, and the parish African-

American Ministry offers outreach

programs benefiting the local region^

The Women's Guild, Altar Guild?

55+ Club and Young & Spiritecl

Group are active in parish and com-

munity services, and the evangeliza-

tion commission provides for the spiri-

tual needs of homebound parishioners

through its Visitation Ministry. ' M
The community of Christ the King' lOy

Church looks ahead to expansion and ---

renovation projects that will accon>

modate the needs of a growing parish.

More than 450 families currently

make up the parish community.

Now Your Parents Can IJve At Home I

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.
704 549 4010

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@ VisitingAngels.com

leir
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Diocese gifted witii tiiree new priests

BISHOP PETER J.

JUGIS ENCOURAGES

THEM TO INSPIRE

GOD'S PEOPLE

Phoio by Kevin E. Murray

jishop Peter J. Jugis watches as priests lay hands on the three ordinands during the ordination Mass

Our Lady of the Assumption Church in Charlotte June 5.

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Bishop

Peter J. Jugis called it a "day of

great rejoicing for the church

of Charlotte" as he welcomed

the diocese's three newest
priests.

Before a church filled with

clergy, seminarians, the three

candidates' families and other

parishioners, Bishop Jugis or-

dained Robert Conway, Tiino-

thy Reid and John Starczewski

during a Mass at Our Lady of

the Assumption Church June 5.

The men were the first

priests to be ordained for the

Diocese of Charlotte by Bishop

Jugis since his ordination as

bishop in October 2003. The

See PRIESTS, page?

ireshold of our future'

BISHOP MCGUINNESS
GRADUATES LOOK
BACK, FORWARD
DURING
COMMENCEMENT

BY REV. MR. GERALD
POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

WINSTON-SALEM —
lighty-one students walked

Iross the stage and toward
leir futures after

Igh school.

Commencement exer-

See GRADS, page 10

More Coverage

page 8 I St. Leo the

Great School celebrates

graduations

page 9 I Our Lady of

Grace School unveils

book

page 12 I Asheville

Catholic School honors

graduates

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Graduates of Charlotte Catholic High School toss their caps into

the evening sky following commencement ceremonies June 3. For

the Charlotte Catholic graduation story, see page 1 1

.

Help for Haiti

St. MatthewChurch

donates 20 tons offood to

islandnation

I
PAGE 5
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JUBILEE FESTIVITIES

Immaculate

Conception

Church

celebrates

50 years
BY JOANITA M.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

CANTON — Nick
Bonarrigo remembers arriv-

ing in Canton in 1942, when
there were only seven Catho-

lics there.

"We didn't have a church,"

he said. "We met in people's

homes. The Champion (Inter-

national Paper Company)
YMCA gave us space for ser-

vices."

More Catholics moved to

Canton. Eventually, property

See JUBILEE, page 6

Pope pays

tribute to

Ronald Reagan,

cites role in fall

ofcommunism

HY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

BERN, Switzerland —
Pope John Paul II paid trib-

ute to the late President

Ronald Reagan, noting his

important role in the fall of

European communism.
A papal spokesman said

the pope was saddened to

learn of Reagan's death June

5 and had prayed for the

"eternal rest of his soul."

The pope was visiting

See REAGAN, page 16

Culture Watch

HanyPottermovie darker but

delightM

I PAGES 14-15

Mother Teresa award

St. Francis ofAssisiparishioner

embodies nun's traits

I
PAGE 17

Perspectives

A look at the death penalty

moratorium

I PAGES 18-19
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

SPELLING SUCCESS

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

David Scott Tidmarsh of South Bend, Ind., expresses relief before winning the 77th

annual Scripps National Spelling Bee contest in Washington June 3. The 14-year-

old won in the 15th round of the contest by correctly spelling the word

"autochthonous," which means indigenous.

Spelling bee champ says he

was nervous but likes spotlight
SOUTH BEND, Ind. (CNS) — Be

forewarned, future young spellers of

the United States, that David Scott

Tidmarsh, the 2004 national spelling

bee champion, may bequeath his tal-

ents to younger brother Kevin.

Besides admitting he probably
will pass on his word lists to his sib-

ling, Tidmarsh, 14, said June 7 he' is

enjoying his time in the spotlight fol-

lowing his besting 264 other spellers

June 3 at the 77th annual Scripps

National Spelling Bee in Washington.
He spelled 39 words correctly

and won the competition with the

word "autochthonous," meaning in-

digenous.

"The place just exploded" with

enthusiasm, he said in an interview

with Today's Catholic, newspaper of

the Fort Wayne-South Bend Diocese.

He came home, he thinks, with

$18,000 and plaques, one for him
and another for his school, Edison

Intermediate Center, a South Bend
public school.

Among his strong supporters was
English teacher and spelling bee coach

Brian Ginzer, who said he was so ner-

vous he had to stay home to watch the

nationally televised competition.

To be a good speller, Ginzer said,

"a person has to be an avid reader.

David reads and reads and reads. I

gave him 'Dracula' at the beginning

of the year; it was a difficult read ...

but he pummeled through it.

"He did read the dictionary. He
has a photographic memory and can

commit it to memory. He not only

sees the word but also its pronuncia-

tion and origin and part of speech and

definition," he said.

Since the third grade, he said,

Tidmarsh has shown he is a "raw

talent and continued to improve."

Tidmarsh, whose parents and
three siblings belong to Little Flower

Church in South Bend, said besides

really liking to read, he also enjoys

"playing board games, chess, check-

ers. Monopoly, things like that."

"And I like sports, like soccer and

baseball, and I like to swim. I play the

piano," he said, with a little laugh,

and although he began seven years

ago, "I'm not very good at it."

He isn't sure who or what trig-

gered his interest in spelling.

"It's just something I always
liked to do. When I had spelling bees

in elementary school, I thought it

would be fun," he said.

With no more spelling bees ahead

for him, he thinks he might get more
involved at his parish. Until now, "I

just haven't had time to do more," he

said.

Bush cites Catholic programs as examples

of faith-based success
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Presi-

dent George W. Bush recognized Migra-

tion and Refugee Services of the U.S. Con-

ference of Catholic Bishops as an example

of faith-based initiatives that work.

Speaking at a White House confer-

ence on faith-based and community ini-

tiatives June 1, Bush cited the cases of

two refugees whose resettlement in the

United States has been handled
through Catholic agencies as examples

of people whose lives have been
changed through their association, with

faith-based organizations.

Operating on a contract basis for the

federal government, the Catholic Church

has for decades resettled more refugees in

the United States than any other entity.

Like people with addictions or children

with parents in prison, refligees are among
those who benefit from social service

programs run by people whose motivation

comes from religious faith. Bush said.

'That's what the faith-based and com-

munity initiative is all about," Bush said.

Diocesan.
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — The St. Martin De Porres

Dominican Laity Chapter meets the fourth

Monday ofeach month at 7 p.m. in the rectory

building at the Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97

Haywood St. Inquirers are welcome. For
more information, contact Beverly Reid at

(^SS) 6338-4744 or bebereid@adelphia.net.

HENDERSONVILLE — The St. Francis of
tfie Hills Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan

Ordermeets the fourth Sunday ofeach month
2:30-4:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception

Church, 208 7th Ave. West. Visitors and in-

quirers are welcome. For more information,

call Joanita Nellenbach, SFO, (828) 627-9209

orjnell@dnet.net.

BOONE VICARIATE

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church,

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory of Divine Love Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 1 p.m. Call (336) 372-8846

for more information.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— All men are invited to join

the Saint Joseph Society ofCharlotte June 1 8 at 8

p.m. in the reception room of St. Vincent de

Paul Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd, Father

Patrick Winslow will serve as guide on the path

to holiness. The fulfillment ofvocation can only

be attained through knowledge and awareness.

For more information contact Michael Kitson

at paxetbonum@mindspring.com.

CHARLOTTE— All women are invited to

The Bush administration's faith

based initiatives have included creating

centers in federal agencies to assist small

community and religious organizations

provide social services through federal

government programs. It also has fo-

cused on eliminating administrative

barriers that previously might havf

kept faith-based organizations from par-

ticipating in federal programs.

"I fiilly understand it's iinportant tc

maintain the separation of church anc

state. ... But I do believe that groups shouk

be allowed to access social service grants

so long as tliey don't prosel3^e or exclude

somebody simply because they don't shan

a certain faith," Bush said.

Bush said there is a way to accom^

plish the separation of church and stat<

"and at the same time, accomplish th-

social objective of having America be

come a hopefiil place and a loving place,'

which he said faith-based institution;

are better equipped to do than govern

ment acting on its own.

join Women in the Word for weekly gathering

for prayer, reflection on Sunday scripture, nui

sic and sharing experiences of Christ in daii

life. The group meets each Thursday, 9:451

1 1:45 a.m. in the family room of St. Gabriii

Church, 3016 Providence Rd. For details, ca'

Linda Flynn at (704) 366-9889. For childcar|""

reservations, call Jurga Petrikene at 704) 90

0205.

CHARLOTTE — St. Peter Church, 507 !

Tryon St., will offer Adoration of the Blesst

Sacrament on the first Friday of every mont
following the 12:10 p.m. Mass and Benedictip

at 1:30 p.m.

CHARLOTTE — The Cancer Support Grot

for survivors, family and friends meets the fir;

Tuesday ofeach month at 7 p.m. at St. Matthe
Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. F(

more information, call Marilyn Borrelli at (70'

542-2283.

CHARLOTTE — The Charismatic Prayt|

Group ofSt. Matthew Church will host a Pray

Servicefor the Sick at St. Matthew Chapel, 80!;

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., the third Mondii

of each month at 7:30 p.m. For more inform

tion, contact Barbara Gardner
chlt5nc@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE — The 50+ Club of St. Jol

Neumann Church, 8451 Idlewild Rd., meets tl

second Wednesday of each month at 11 a.

with a program and lunch in the parish hall. T!

May 1 2 meeting will honor those couples a
ebrating 50 years ofmarriage. For reservatio

and more information, call Lucille Kroboth

(704) 537-2189.

CHARLOTTE — The St. Maximilian Ko
Fraternity ofthe Secular Franciscan Order gat

. ers the first Sunday of each month at 2 p.m.

Our Lady of Consolation Church, 23i

Statesville Ave. Those interested in learnij

more about the SFO and the Franciscan way
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ROM THE VATICAN

Vatican official: Arms spending

robs citizens of basic needs
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Arms

spending robs citizens of their basic

needs, said the Vatican's secretary of

state.

Bringing a dignified standard of liv-

ing to all people would do more in guar-

anteeing greater stability and peace than

the latest weaponry, Cardinal Angelo

Sodano said to members of the Organi-

zation of American States, who held

their general assembly June 6-8 in

Quito, Ecuador.

"Even today, so much wealth con-

tinues to be wasted on procuring ever

more sophisticated instruments of war

whUe that which is necessary for full

human development is lacking," Cardi-

nal Sodano said.

The cardinal noted that the OAS'
commission on security in the Americas

defined peace as being based on "democ-

racy, justice, respect of human rights.

solidarity, security and respect for inter-

national law."

These foundations of peace are*

based upon the fundamental right to life

that cannot be fiiUy realized in condi-

tions where there is a lack of food, hous-

ing, education, health care, work and

fi-eedom, he said.

"In order to guarantee these condi-

tions, huge economic resources are

needed, but they unfortunately are often

lacking," Cardinal Sodano said.

Cardinal Sodano urged donor coun-

tries and financial institutions to "make a

generous effort" in offering help to those

countries in dire economic straits or in

need of financing for development
projects.

"A donation made today may result

in substantial savings tomorrow and

help contribute toward peace and secu-

rity," he said.

m
life are invited to attend. For more information,

call Skyler Harvey, SFO, at (704) 545-9133.

CHARLOTTE — Thank God Ifs Friday

TGIF), a weekly .support group for separated

and divorced women, meet.s every Wednesday,
30-8:30 p.m. in the New Life Center building,

room 114, of St. Matthew Church, 8015
Ballantyne Pkwy., including a potluck dinner.

Divorced men are invited every third Wedne.s-
Jay of the month. TGIF is a healing ministry

ponsored by Catholic Social Services, Char-
tte Regional Office and St. Matthew Church.

For details, call Karen Wepasnick at (704) 541-

1891 after 3 p.m.

REENSBORO VICARIATE

4IGH POINT— To mark 10 years ofperpetual

Eucharistic adoration at Maryfield Chap>el, 1315

reensboro Rd., Bishop Peter J. Jugi.s will cel-

brate Mass June 13 at 3 p.m. with a Corpus
hristi procession and blessing of the sick. All

ire welcome to attend. Father Frank O'Rourke,

stor of Our Lady of Grace Church, will be

naster ofceremonies. For more information call

.-56) 886-2444.

REENSBORO — Jim McCullough, director

f faith formation ofOur Lady ofGrace Church,

SiO.i W. Market St., will pre.sent "Key to the

>cripturcs," a new way to read the Bible with

mderstanding. Classes will meet Tuesdays 7-9

m. beginning June 1
'> in the library. To regis-

er, leave your name, address and phone number
vith Mary-Ann DipPaola at (336) 274-6520,

xt. 33.

IICKORY VICARIATE

JEWTON— The Little Flowers Catholic Girls'

'iroup is for all Catholic girls ages five and up.

"he group meets the fourth Monday of each

aonth at St. Josepli Church, 720 West 13th St.,

!• p.m. in the Holy Family Hall. For more

details, call Debbie Vickers at (828) 495-

2039.

HICKORY — A GriefSupport Group meets

the second and fourth Wednesday of each

month at 6:30 p.m.- in the parlor of St.

Aloysius Church, 921 Second St. NE. For

more information, call the church office at

(828) 327-2341.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

SYLVA — The North Carolina State Court

cordially invites you to attend the institution

of Court St. Mary, Mother of God Catholic

Daughters ofthe Aintricas at St. Mary, Mother
of God Church at 22 Bartlett St., June 27

during the 1 1 a.m. Mass.. For more informa-

tion, e-mail Rita Goffinet at springtyme

71@aol.com.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

MT, AIRY— Holy Angels Church, 1208 N.

Main St., offers Eucharistic Adoration every

Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m., and every
Thursday, 10-11 a.m. Adoration concludes

with Benediction.

CLEMMONS— Holy Family Church, 4820
Kinnamon Rd., offers Eucharistic Adoration

every Wednesday. Exposition begins at 6

p.m. and benediction is at 9 p.m.

Is your parish or school having an event?

Please submit notices for the Diocesan

Planner at least 1 5 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@chariottediocese.org or fax to

(704) 370-3382.

fpiscopal
calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

June 12

Corpus Christi Celebration

with Youth and Young Adults

Belmont Abt)ey College, Belmont

June 13 — 3 p.m.

Corpus Christi Mass and Procession

Maryfield Chapel, High Point

June 14-19

Spring General Meeting of the USCCB
Denver, Colo.

June 21-24

Convocation of Priests

Asheville

June 27

North Carolina Black Catholic Conference

Greensboro

Pope urges U,S, bishops to counter

acceptance of abortion, gay unions

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II urged U.S. bishops to

counter "erroneous yet pervasive think-

ing" that has paved the way for accep-

tance of social evils like abortion, por-

nography and homosexual unions.

The pope said that over the last 40

years in the United States, human rights

have become detached fi-om the search

for truth and have sometimes turned

into "self-centered demands."

The pope made his critique June 4 to

bishops from Arizona, Colorado, New
Mexico, Utah and Wyoming who were

making their "ad limina" visits to the

Vatican.

The theme of the pope's speech was

"evangelization of culture," which he

said touched upon the fundamental dy-

namic of the church's activity, enabling

people ofevery culture to be transformed

by the power of the Gospel.

But he said this essential task is

challenged today by a loss of transcen-

dent values and goals. He cited a "grow-

ing reluctance to acknowledge that all

men and women receive their essential

and common dignity from God and

with it the capacity to move toward

truth and goodness."

"Detached ft-om this vision of the flin-

damental unity and purpose of the whole

human family, rights are at times reduced

to self-centered demands: the growth of

prostitution and pornography in the

name of adult choice, the acceptance of

abortion in the name of women's rights,

the approval of same-sex unions in the

name of homosexual rights," he said.

This is a sign that "false secularist

forms of humanism" can turn into a

"veritable idolatry" in the modern age,

the pope said.

In the face of such a mistaken ap-

proach, he said, bishops should "do ev-

erything possible" to encourage lay

Catholics to take seriously their respon-

sibility for evangelizing culture, and to

teach that human dignity is tied to cre-

ation by God and redemption by Christ.

"So again I say to the people of the

United States, it is the paschal mystery

of Christ that is the only sure point of

reference for all of humanity on its pil-

grimage in search of authentic unity and

true peace," he said.

'God speed, Smarty Jones'

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Sister Patricia Friel of Queens Village, N.Y., a Little Sister of the Poor, holds a sign

that reads "God Speed, Smarty Jones" for 2004 Kentucky Derby and Preakness

winner Smarty Jones, as she and other nuns visit Belmont Park in Elmont June 3.

They were out to support the horse, which was attempting to become the first since

1978 to win horse racing's coveted Triple Crown by winning the Belmont Stakes

June 5. The much-favored horse lost to longshot BIrdstone.

CORRECTION
Father John Trigilio's name was misspelled in a May 21 story.

NOTICE TO READERS

The Catholic News & Herald is now on its bi-weekly publishing schedule for June, July

and August. Our next issue will be June 25.
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Praise for a protector
OfficerBazluki receives employee award

CHARLOTTE— Detention Officer

Matthew Bazluki of the Mecklenburg

County Sheriff's Office Special Services

was the recipient of the May 2004 Em-
ployee of the Month Award.

Bazluki, a parishioner of St. Patrick

Cathedral in Charlotte and a graduate of

both St. Patrick School and Charlotte

Catholic High School, received a plaque,

a day oft' with pay, a denim shirt with

the sheriff's office logo, $300 from the

Quality Achievement Awards (QAA)
Program for his exemplary work, a

QAA pen and a cominemorative pen.

Bazluki was commended for leading

an acti\ e and professional law enforce-

ment Exploring post, overseeing a child

identification program that serves

nearl}' 10,000 children annually and

conducting chQd passenger safety seat

inspections throughout the county. This

is in addition to spearheading
the intern program between Charlotte-

Mecklenburg Schools, Central

Piedmont Community College and the

sheriffs office.

Bazluki has also served as a mem-
ber and past vice-president of Charlotte

Catholic High School's alumni board of

directors and as chairman of "Safe Kids

Charlotte-Mecklenburg."

It was also noted during the presen-

tation that Bazluki had not missed a day

ofwork during his six years as an officer.

Bazluki has the distinction of being

named as the 2002 Law Enforcement

Community Service Officer of the Year

for the state of North Carolina by the

state chapter of Mothers Against Drunk
Driving.

Courtesy Photo

Chief Deputy Daniel E. Bailey presents Detention Officer Matthew Bazluki of the

Mecklenburg County Sheriff's Office Special Services with the May 2004 Employee

of the Month Award.

Your Child's Education...

An Important Decision!^

We offer:

Grades K-5

Small class size

Foreign languages, music & art

A classical cuniculum with

emphasis on traditional Catholic

teachings

Affordable tuition

A**************************************-*

/ t \

We welcome allfamilies who wantan

academic Se spiritual education in an

environment thatpromotes learningand

formation of virtue and character

*ieitie1eieieit**ieieieie**ieieie*ie**ie**it********ie**it1e

Centered on Christ
Focused on Excellence

Call nowto guarantee your child's enrollment . Space Is limited!

704-841-2292

Visit us on the web at/ www.blessedsacramentacaclemy.org

Conveniently located behind Windsor Square in Matthe^o/s, NCwith easy access from

A private academy independent of Charlotte diocesan schools.

485

BREAKING GROUND

Photo by Joanita M. NellenbaoI

Parish holdsgroundbreakingfornewchurchl

Senior parishioners Cristlna Ammons and Harry Robbins dig In as Augustinian Fathe l

Dennis McGowan, pastor, and other parishioners watch during the groundbreaklnc]

ceremony May 30 for the new St. John the Evangelist Church In Waynesvllle. Th(j

new church will stand adjacent to the present facility, with construction expecte((

to begin within the next few months. The current church, built in 1941 with seatinn

for nearly 200 people, will be converted to classroom and meeting space. Seatiml

capacity In the new church will add about 100 more seats and the facility will bd

handicap accessible.

Order and save up to 80% on
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HELP FOR HAITI

St. Matthew Church donates 20 tons of food,

supplies to Caribbean nation
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE—As the paUets were

loaded into the truck, weeks of hard work

were finally coming to a close.

"\Ve had such a great turnout fi-om

the parish," said Joe George. "We hope it

will turn into an annual event"

George coordinated the five-week

food drive during which parishioners of St.

Matthew Church amassed 20 tons of food

and supplies for the people of Haiti.

The pallets were loaded June 9 onto a

truck bound for Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

From there, they will venture via cargo

ship to the Cape Haiti^ mission of the

Missionaries of the Poor, an order of

Catholic priests and brothers who care for

the homeless and destitute.

Cape Haitian, home to about 1.8 mil-

lion people, is in the heart of a ghetto

surrounded by often-impassable moun-
tains. The Missionaries ofthe Poor will use

the food and supplies in their mission and

to help feed hungry residents.

Haiti, a Caribbean nation where 85

percent of the residents are illiterate, has

long been a country of crisis.

A drought last year was followed by

flash floods in December. In February of

this year, a violent insurgency by rebels

forced out the country's first fiwly elected

president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, leaving

the country in shambles.

May brought several days of heavy

rain, resulting in floods that have killed

more than 1,000 people and left more than

50,000 homeless and hungry.

In Baltimore, Catholic Relief Services,

the U.S. bishops' international relief and

development agency, announced it would

provide emergency funds to assist flooded

Courtesy Photo by Mark Sartori

A youth does his part to help pack items

for the St. Matthew Church's ifood drive

for Haiti.

communities in Haiti and the Dominican

Republic.

The people of St. Matthew wanted to

do their part to help, too.

"It emanated fi"om an ongoing rela-

tionship with the Missionaries of the

Poor," said George.

Tlie parish has been involved with

the Missionaries of the Poor in Kingston,

Jamaica since February 1998. In October

2002, a group from the parish visited

Haiti.

"As a result ofthat trip, we decided we
needed to do something to help out and

Many Annuity Owners
Lose Money.
Will YOU?

Some annuity owners lose money because they didn't know
what questions to ask when they bought, and their salesperson

did not volunteer any information.

If you own an annuity or are considering taking advantage of

their many benefits, my FREE report, "Using Guaranteed

Annuities to Help You Survive Your Retirement, " will tell you

what questions to ask.

The report is FREE and shows you how to get more benefits

from your existing assets and help preserve your annuity value.

Call 800-800-4960, ext. 7405 (24 hours)

for your FREE report!

Dr. Richard Pucciarelli

Certified Senior Advisor

Member ofAsset Protectors and Advisors Group

Courtesy Photo by Mark Sartori

Parishioners of St. Matthew Church in Charlotte sort items for the church's food

drive for Haiti. The parish collected 20 tons of food and supplies.

collect food," said George.

Last year, the parish collected and do-

nated 10 pallets offood and supplies for the

Haitian mission. Haiti's recent troubles in

the news helped this years tbod drive

double that amount.

A banner was hung outside of the

church; flyers were distributed calling for

needed items, including white rice, corn-

meal, dry pinto beans and pasta, flour,

powdered milk, peanut butter and tuna.

"It's a neat project because people

could help on different levels," said Sandy

Farrelly, head of the parish mission board.

Parish priests spoke of the food drive

fi-om the pulpit. Volunteers attended week-

end Masses to hand out empty banana

boxes and lists of where to purchase

Serving the Carolinas
for more than 23 years!

Special Cards, Reugious Articles,

Unique Gifts

ii ===n= CARPUNACATHOUC =
m BOOKSHOPPE ll

i' —'I

704.342-2878
Fax (704) 334-33 13
441 0-F Monroe Road,
Charlotte, 28205

We welcome mail orders
and special orders!

Mon-Fri 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

WWW.CAROLINACATHOLICBOOKS.COM

needed items. Some parishioners went

shopping, others did packing. St. Matthew

School students brought in food, and

many wrote and drew cards of love and

support for the Haitians.

The result was 40,000 pounds of aid

lining the church's gymnasium for people

the majority of the 5,000-household par-

ish had never met.

'The response was so enthusiastic,"

said Farrelly. "What impressed me the

most was the spirit the people had— they

were so excited to help out."

The response was an example of

Catholics living out their faith, said

George.

"It was rewarding and encouraging to

see all the people getting involved," he said.

And the students who participated

learned the importance ofhelping others in

need, said George.

'That will benefit them later on, and

the people of Haiti benefited from their

efforts," he said.

The shipment of food wUl last about

three to four months, said George. St. Mat-

thew Church has partnered with Catholic

churches in New Jersey and Georgia to

rotate drives and keep food going to Haiti

on a regular basis.

"I think it was a very nice way to do

something," said parishioner Beth

Pannenberg, who delivered food tor the

drive June 3. "It was a very worthy cause."

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charbttediocese.org.
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Bishop Peter J. Jugis exchanges confidences with 2-year-old Vanessa Games during

Immaculate Conception Church's 50th anniversary celebration June 6.

Immaculate Conception

Church celebrates 50 years

JUBILEE, from page 1

was purchased and Immaculate Con-
ception Church became a reality. The
first Mass was celebrated in June 1954.

"Bishop (Vincent S.) Waters was

here," Bonarrigo said. "It was a very

moving experience. We finally had a

church. It was a great thing to drive past

the church and say 'That's our church.'"

For the church's 50th anniversary

celebration, held June 6, Bishop Peter J.

Jugis was principal celebrant. Since Im-

maculate Conception seats only about

80 people, the Mass was held in the

Colonial Theater in downtown Canton.

Some 200 people nearly filled the

theater's main seating space; a few more
watched fi-om the balcony.

An embroidered white cloth covered

the folding table that served as an altar

on the theater stage decorated with

palms in woven baskets. At the rear of

the stage. Immaculate Conception

Church's combined Anglo and Hispanic

choirs sang, the congregation joining in.

"On this solemn feast of the Holy

Trinity, we give thanks for this Catholic

presence in the mountains," Bishop Jugis

said in his homUy.

He emphasized that, 'The source of

our unity is the Eucharist. Regardless of

our country of origin or the first Ian-

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independlenf^ Blvd.^ Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection W

Drivers wanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing Could Be Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

guage we speak, when we partake of the

Eucharist, we become one body in

Christ."

Concelebrating were Augustinian

Father Dennis McGowan, pastor of Im-

maculate Conception Church and of St.

John the Evangelist Church in

Waynesville; retired Father James
Cahill, former pastor of St. Mary Church

in Sylva; and Father C. Morris Boyd,

administrator of St. Francis of Assisi

Church in Jefferson and St. Frances of

Rome Church in Sparta.

Before going on a Spanish-immer-

sion sabbatical in Mexico in 2002-2003,

Father Boyd, then pastor of St. Francis

of Assisi Church in Franklin, drove to

Canton every Sunday for a year to cel-

ebrate Hispanic Mass at Immaculate

Conception Church.

Father McGowan celebrates the En-

glish-language Mass each Sunday morn-

ing for the parish's 33 Anglo families. On
Sunday evenings, Father Shawn O'Neal,

administrator of St. Joseph Church in

Bryson City and Our Lady of Guadalupe

Church in Cherokee, celebrates Hispanic

Mass about once a month, ofiien with 100

or more Hispanic worshipers. The crowd

is smaller when a communion service is

offered rather than Mass.

June 6 was the parish's second
Mass that Anglos and Hispanics at-

tended together.

Following Mass, the Immaculate

Conception Dancers performed on the

theater stage. Then six of the church's

original parishioners were recognized:

Bonarrigo, Mildred Pharr, Lucille and
Steve Czarnicke, and Edna and Morris

Kelley.

Bishop Jugis commended the forti-

tude that brought people to the moun-
tains in the past and still brings them
there today.

"How blessed you are to have found-

ing parishioners still with you," he said.

"As the current bishop of Charlotte, I

want to thank you for your pioneer

spirit .... I think it's a good sign, that the

parish is growing so much that yon

could not even have the celebration m
the church."

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For nrrare on the history of Immacu-

late Conception Church, please see

the Parish Profile on page 20.

Photo by Joanita M. NELLENBAcBpiest

Six- and 7-year-old members of the Immaculate Conception Dancers perform in the

post-Mass program at Immaculate Conception Church's 50th anniversary celebration

June 6.
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The ordinands lie prostrate before the altar while the Litany of the Saints is sung

during the ordination Mass at Our Lady of the Assumption Church in Charlotte June 5.

Three priests ordained

PRIESTS, from page 1

bishop ordained the men to the transi-

tional diaconate at St. Vincent de Paul

lurch Dec. 21, 2003.

During his homily, the bishop en-

-ouraged the priestly candidates to use

peir ministry to tell the people the truth

I )t Christ.

I
"St. Peter reminds us that Chri.st

pade all his people a royal priesthood, a

lioly nation, a people set apart," said

l^ishop Jugis in his homily. "Yet our Lord

llecided to establish a priestly office in his

rhurch, and to do this he chose certain

Inen, Apostles, .so that he could continue

l isibly to exercise his office of teacher,

|)riest and shepherd in the church."

1 The bishop said that through the

lacrament of holy orders, the new priests

Ivill be "configured to Christ through a

lacramental identification with the Eter-

lial High Priest."

I Teaching, sanctifying and

shepherding in the name of Christ are

sacred duties, said Bishop Jugis.

"By your ministry, the spiritual sac-

rifices of the Christ's people will be made
perfect, as they are united to the sacrifice

of Christ which you will offer," he said.

"May the holiness of the sacrifices

you celebrate consecrate you interiorly

so that you can put to death whatever is

not of Christ, and the life of the risen

Christ may shine in you," he said.

The bishop told the new priests that

Christ's people would look to them for

direction.

"Strive to bring Christ's people to-

gether into one family in unity, and lead

them together to God the Father," said

Bishop Jugis. "Through your living

ministry of this holy gift of priesthood,

which you receive today, may God
make you true pastors who nourish the

faithful with the world of life and with

the body of Christ, the bread of everlast-

ing life."

Concelebrants of the Mass included

Msgr. Mauricio W. West, vicar general

Newly-ordained Father Timothy Reid

offers Communion during the ordination

Mass June 5.

and diocesan chancellor; Father Philip

Scarcella, administrator of Our Lady of

the Assumption Church; Father John

Allen, diocesan vocations director; and

other priests serving in the Diocese of

Charlotte. In attendance was Bishop

Emeritus William G. Curlin.

During the rite of ordination, the

candidates made their promises to fulfill

the office of priesthood. Kneeling, each

man placed his hands between Bishop

Jugis' hands in a promise of obedience to

the bishop and his successors.

The congregation was invited to

join in prayer for the candidates, the

church and its people as the candidates

lay prostrate before the altar.

During the rite's most solemn mo-
ment, the candidates knelt in silence be-

fore Bishop Jugis, who laid his hands on

their heads. The celebration of the sacra-

ment of holy orders was completed as

the bishop extended his hands over the

kneeling candidates and prayed the

prayer of consecration.

Each new priest was vested with a

stole and a chasuble — outer garments

ofthe priestly office. The bishop anointed

their hands with sacred chrism and each

was then presented with a chalice and

paten signifying his role as celebrant of

the Eucharist.

The newly ordained Father
Conway, Father Reid and Father
Starczewski then joined their brother

priests to concelebrate the Mass, thus

opening new chapters in their lives.

"They each bring unique gifts and

very generous hearts to the service of

God's people," said Father Allen. "I'm

sure their diverse gifts and professional

backgrounds will equip them to be very

effective priests."

The road to the priesthood is

marked by a series of milestones: lector,

acolyte, candidacy, transitional deacon

and priestly ordination.

"Now the real journey begins," said

Father Reid.

Father Reid was employed in the

Office ofMigration and Refugee Services

of the United States Conference of

Catholic Bishops in Washington, D.C.

prior to his acceptance as a seminarian

for the Diocese of Charlotte.

"I hope to be an instrument of God's

mercy," said Father Reid, "to love people

as Christ loved them and to help sanctify

them."

"It's the fulfillment of a dream that

I've always had to serve God's people,"

said Father Conway. 'Through the grace

of God, I'll be v^rthy to serve them."

Widowed in 1988, Father Conway
worked as a corporate accountant in New
Jersey before entering the seminary.

"He's going to be a priest of the

people," said Msgr. James J. McGovern,
pastor of Our Lady of Good Counsel in

Morristown, N.J., and Father Conway's

former pastor. "He's really extends his

heart to people."

"It's a wonderful power of God that

he can take any one of us and use us for

his will," said Father Starczewski.

A native of Utica, N.Y., Father

Starczewski worked for several years in

manufacturing research and develop-

ment in western North Carolina before

entering the seminary.

"I would like to do what all good

clergy are called to do — to bring the

compassion of Christ to all people," he

said.

Editor's note: More photos

available at www.charlottediocese.org/

catholicnews.html.

PRIEST ASSIGNMENTS
EFFECTIVE JULY 6

Father Robert Conway will be parochial

vicar at St. Gabriel Church in Charlotte.

Father Timothy Reid will be parochial vicar

at St. Mark Church in Huntersville.

Father John Starczewski wilibe parochial

vicar at St. Vincent de Paul Church in

Charlotte.
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Another step in

the journey

St Leo students celebrategraduations

CLASS OF 2004
June 11, 2004

WINSTON-SALEM — Students

at St. Leo the Great School are cel-

ebrating big changes in their lives.

The eighth-graders bid a fond

farewell to the school at their gradua-

tion ceremony June 1.

The students were treated to

memories of distinguished alumna
Karen Wiggins Jacobsen, a 1984
graduate. Jacobsen said that, while

the school's appearance may have

been changed and expanded over the

years, its core is still built upon a

strong Catholic foundation.

Several academic awards were
presented during the ceremony. Sis-

ter of St. Joseph Dennis Eileen

Gamber, minister to the sick at St.

Leo the Great Church, presented a

$1,000 scholarship award to Casey
Moore that will go toward her first

year's tuition at Bishop McGuinness
Catholic High School in Kernersville.

Sister Dennis Eileen said that in

Courtesy Photo

The eighth-grade class of St. Leo the Great School participates in its graduation

ceremony June 1.

J3we yourJaiiJi
Be affirmed in your present ministry.

Upgrade your certification as a catechist and religion teacher.

Fulfill the prerequisite for the Permanent Oiaconate.

Grow in your faith.

Ifyou have these desires, the Diocesan Office ofLay Ministry

offers a two-year program designed to help you understand more

fully your baptismal call to minister to yourfamily, to others in

the Church, and to those in your daily life.

IMISTRY
Training Program
Classes will be held in Arden,

Charlotte and Greensboro

For more information call

Frank Villaronga,

704-370-3274 or E-mail

faviUaronga@charlottediocese.org

One last gathering
St Michaelgrads readyforhigh school

Courtesy Phoi

Eighth-grade graduates gather outside St. Michael School in Gastonia for a grou{

photo May 5. Back row (from left): Rex Woodvllle-Price, Mary Beth Moore, Jonathai

Ramirez, Melissa Sherrlll, Robbie Frye, Jenny Collier, Jonathan Elkin, Vanesa Henac

Andrea Valedon, Samantha Capps, R J. Accurso. Front row (from left): David Strenc

Jonathan Hinson, Elizabeth Black, Brittany Adams, Kaley Falls, Allison Scott, Kelse

Abernathy, Manuel Carvajal, Robert Stover and Sarah Geyer.

her mind the award stands for the

"three Cs" — consideration, cour-

tesy, and cooperation.

The graduates made two presen-

tations. The first was a class gift to

the school of a new cross for the front

entrance and restored lettering of "St.

Leo School." Second, as a sign of their

love and gratitude, the students pre-

sented their parents with red roses.

Seventh graders saluted the

graduates by singing "We're the Fu-

ture of Tomorrow" and "May the

Road Rise to Meet You."

Father Thomas Kesslef, pastor o

St. Leo the Great Church, blessed thi

graduates and their families, am
wished them well as they begin thei

new educational and life journeys.

Father Kessler also bestowed a spe

cial blessing upon the kindergarten clas

during its graduation ceremony May 2i

The students sang a song to th

tune of "New York, New York" to sa

"goodbye" to kindergarten and "hellc

to the first-grade.

Advertisement
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Grandest of days

CouRTESv Photo

:St. Gabriel School celebrated its annual Grandparents Day April 30. Pictured are

'(from left) Nancy LeFlore with grandsons Hank (fifth grade) and Sam LeFlore (third

grade), and Roger and Nancy Schmidt with grandsons Hunter (fourth grade) and

Alex Brawley (kindergarten).

DOMINICAN SISTERS
OF HAWTHORNE
New York • Ohio • Pennsylvania • Georgia • Minnesota

Considering a
Religious

Vocation?

Consider... Tine Dominican Sisters of

Hawthorne , an American congregation

founded in 1900 by Rose Hawtliorne,

daughter of the American novelist,

Nathaniel Hawthorne.

We live in Community and take vows

of chastity, poverty and obedience.

Daily prayer, and our apostolate of car-

ing for incurable cancer patients are

integral parts of our offering to God.

All care is free. Many who enter our Community have no prior

nursing experience.

For more information contact:

Sr. Teresa Marie, vocation Director

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne, 600 Linda Avenue, Hawthorne, NY 10532

(914) 769-4794 or 769-0114

e-mail: SrTeresaM@aol.com www.hawthorne-dominicans.org

Rose Hawthorne,

Servant of God
Cause opened in

February 2002

'G is for Grace'
School unveils anniversarybook atceremony

BY REV. MR. GERALD POTKAY
CORRESPONDENT

GREENSBORO — Students, fac-

ulty and staff at Our Lady of Grace
School proclaim, "G is for Grace."

"It was the jubilee year for Our
Lady of Grace and we wanted to do

something very special to celebrate our

50th birthday, so we decided to write a

book," said Shirley Kinlaw, assistant

principal.

During the past school year, the stu-

dent body— with help from faculty and

staff— has planned, written, drawn and

colored numerous poems, articles and

pictures based on the alphabet for the

book "G is for Grace — An A to Z
Celebration."

An unveiling ceremony of the fin-

ished book for the students, faculty, par-

ents and invited guests was held in the

school gymnasium May 27. Afterward,

Father Francis O'Rourke, pastor of Our
Lady of Grace Church, blessed the

books.

'The words and work that went into

this book bring the alphabet alive while

expressing the thread and fabric of the

faith," said Father O'Rourke.

According to Kinlaw, all of the

school's 415 students, from kinder-

garten through eighth grade, have
had some of their work incorporated

into the book, which opens with a

poem from Celia McMullen's kinder-

garten class:

"A is for angels

Who guard you at night.

If you ask them to help

They come with great might."

Each class worked with a different

letter of the alphabet — students and

teachers collaborated to create a four-line

poem based on the assigned letter for

each page of the book. Working with

church historian Jim Patton and using

materials available in the school library,

each class developed appropriate histori-

cal text for its page that tied its assigned

letter into important elements of the

school's 50-year history and school life of

its students.

With help from artists from
ArtQuest, part of the Greenhill Art Gal-

lery in Greensboro, graphics depicting

each letter and using different media

were created to illustrate the book.

"We had to brainstorm our ideas.

We all made (the poems and letters) and

put it together. We all drew pictures,"

said fifth-grader Stephen Marrujo.

"We wrote poems and essays, then

put them all together," said sixth-grader

Mary Kate Young. "One of the poems
went into the book. That's what I liked

best."

After receiving a grant to offset

some of the production costs, the school

contacted Carole Crane, author of alpha-

bet books such as "T is for Tarheel" and

"P is for PUgrim."

Crane held a faculty workshop de-

tailing the "how-tos" of creating an al-

phabet book, then met with each class to

explain to the students what was needed

for their projects.

"It was fun because we were one of

the only schools to publish a book," said

seventh-grader Sandra Merlini.

"It's a good book because it's inspir-

ing," added seventh-grader Tommy
King.

Contact Correspondent Rev. Mr.
Gerald Potkay by calling (336) 427-8218 or

e-niad gpotkay@triad.rr.com.

Phoio by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

Students Anna Peterson and Zachary Yokeley present the letter "C" during the

unveiling ceremony of the book "G is for Grace" at Our Lady of Grace School in

Greensboro May 27.
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Bishop McGuinness

holdscommencement

CLASS OF 2004
June 11, 2004

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

GRADS, from page 1

Graduates of Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School in Kernersville leave the

Stevens Center in Winston-Salem after the commencement ceremony May 29.

The original Bishop McGuinness
High School was located in Winston-
Salem. The Kernersville school

opened in August 2001; the old

Bishop McGuinness facility is now
used by Our Lady of Mercy elemen-

tary school.

The event was also notable, said

Repass, becuase the two salutatori-

ans, Kyle Jordan Barbour and
Michael Joseph Lee, were separated

by 1/ 10,000th of a point.

"Tonight is a celebration of all of

the experiences of our high school

years," said Barbour during his salu-

tatory address. "It is a time to look

back ... to remember those times we
enjoyed with each other ... and every-

thing we did."

"Our decisions have molded us

into what we are today," said Lee.

"High school is a lot of work and
stress, but is also filled with fun and

cises for Bishop McGuinness Catholic

High School in Kernersville took
place at the Stevens Center in Win-
ston-Salem May 29.

"Tonight we are on the threshold

of our future," said Kimberly Marie
Burke, valedictorian. "Four years ago
we were little ducks in a big pond.

But we rose to every occasion .... This
rite of passage has been earned by all

those special moments that got us to

this point."

"This year's graduation is most
notable because this graduation class

is the last class that has any connec-

tion whatsoever with the old Bishop

McGuinness (school)," said Principal

George Repass.

DONT PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!

!

125,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, tool the

CVTHQLIC
Call (704) 370-3332 now! NEW^jHERALD

happiness ... to which we must seek a

good balance. We have spent four

years developing, now we must move
on."

The guest speaker at the event

was Daniel Morrison, a 1985 gradu-

ate and member of Secretary of State

Colin Powell's speech writing staff.

"In a world which has changed
from my class to yours, you have the

privilege of growing up as Ameri-
cans," said Morrison.

He urged the graduates to write

their own stories, their own plots and

their own dialogue.

"The story must read like you ...

Be original to be successful," he said.

"You must walk out (of here) with the

obligation to show the difference

Bishop McGuinness has made for

you."

The graduating class, which
earned $1 million in scholarships,

was honored during a baccalaureate

Mass at Our Lady of Grace Church
in Greensboro May 27.

"Watching the baccalaureate Mass
with Bishop (Peter J.) Jugis and the

many parish priests concelebrating

brought forth the real purpose of our

schools— our Catholic faith," said Linda

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

Bishop McGuinness salutatorian Kyle

Jordan Barbour addresses fellow

graduates and others during the

commencement ceremony at the Stevens

Center in Winston-Salem May 29.

Cherry, superintendent of diocesan

Catholic schools.

"When the seniors presented
roses to the mothers or mother-fig-

ures in their lives, it was done with

the honor that is associated with the

Blessed Mother," said Cherry. "No-
where else at a graduation ceremony
this spring would you have experi-

enced this occurring, except at our
Catholic high schools."

During the commencement cer-i

emony, graduates were excited yet

apprehensive about graduating.

"I'm speechless. It still hasn't hit

me yet," said graduate Lauren
Michelle Croughan.

"I'm happy and very sad at the

same time because I will probably not

see my friends again," said graduate

Leslie Bowen. "I loved Bishop
(McGuinness), especially the rela-

tionships that existed between the

teachers and the students."

"In the name of the Diocese of

Charlotte, I acknowledge the dedica-

tion of the faculty, administration and

the families for the students at Bishop

McGuinness," said Msgr. Mauricic

W. West, vicar general and chancel-

lor of the diocese. "We congratulate

these graduates and leave them o\i\

love and support."

Contact Correspondent Rev. Mr
Gerald Potkay by calling (336) 427-

8218 or e-mail gpotkay@triad.rr.com.
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FINAL FANFARE

Chariotte Catholic graduates celebrate

lessons learned In and out ofthe classroom
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITEK

CH.\RLOTTE — Spring inevita-

bly brings with it warms days, summer
vacation and, for many ecstatic teenag-

ers every\vhere, the culmination of 12

years of school.

There was no deviation from this

schedule as the 228 seniors of Charlotte

Catholic High School's class of 2004
proudly walked across the stage of Ov-

ens Auditorium to receive their diplomas

June 3.

The Charlotte Catholic Band played

the traditional "Pomp and Circum-
stance," graduates clad in navy robes

filled the center section of the auditorium

while proud family and friends watched.

The diplomas were conferred by

Mgsr. Mauricio W. West, vicar general

and diocesan chancellor; Linda Cherry,

superintendent of diocesan Catholic

schools; and Gerald Healy, principal of

Charlotte Catholic High School.

'The diploma I receive tonight wOl

be hung up on a wall somewhere ... but

in time, the ink will fade," said Alex

Queen, salutatorian. "But the imprints

you won't see on it, the lessons you can't
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Graduates applaud at the conclusion of commencement exercises held at Ovens

Auditorium June 3. More than 200 seniors participated In the 49th annual ceremony.

learn with your mind but with your
heart, those will last me a lifetime and

beyond."

Soon these close-knit students will

take their first steps into the world be-

yond high school. In the fall, they will

attend universities as diverse as the

members of the class of 2004— includ-

ing University of Georgia, Appalachian

State University, Loyola Marymount
University, several of the University of

North Carolina campuses and both Mi-
ami University (Ohio) and University of

Miami (Florida).

Seventy-seven members of Char-

lotte Catholic's class of 2004 were
awarded scholarships totaling more
than $4.3 million. Scholarships were be-

stowed by institutions as prestigious as

Vanderbilt University, Catholic Univer-

sity of America and University of North

Carolina-Chapel Hill. Four students —

Saying goodbye

Courtesy Photo

St. Ann School fifth-graders were honored during an awards ceremony and Mass

June 4. The school gymnasium was lined with parents, students, teachers and others

who cheered the graduating students as they bid farewell to the school. Linda

Cherry, superintendent of diocesan Catholic schools, and Carol Breerwood, principal

of Holy Trinity Catholic Middle School, shook hands with the fifth-graders and

welcomed them to Holy Trinity in the fall.

valedictorian Michael Florack, Sarah

Knish, Stephen Norris and Geoffrey

Sholler — were among 8,000 National

Merit Scholarship finalists.

"There are so many gifts and talents,

so much faith and courage among the

seniors," said Mary Jayne Dawson, cam-
pus minister.

The commencement exercises for

Charlotte Catholic High School reflected

the Catholic faith that is taught along-

side French, American history and alge-

bra.

"From the baccalaureate Mass with

Bishop Jugis to the opening and closing

prayers by seniors at the actual gradua-

tion, our Catholic faith was evident," said

Cherry.

"Watching some little kindnesses at

the baccalaureate Mass and graduation

ceremony ... assures me that these se-

niors will carry forth their Christian at-

titudes and Catholic faith as they go out

to the many corners of the world," she

said. "I wish them much success and

happiness."

"I have been privileged to listen as

they shared their stories on retreats and

offered so much of their time reaching

out among the community," said

Dawson. "When help has been needed,

they are there without question, without

complaint, with enthusiasm and effort."

"I look forward with pride to what

this generation, specifically these seniors,

will do to help make the world a better

place," she said.

In his salutatory address. Queen
listed the twelve most important lessons

he learned as a student at Charlotte

Catholic High School.

Lesson Four, he said, was "Some-

times, it's best to plan ahead in life. Other

times, live for the moment."

"You need to work hard to accom-

plish your goals, but remember to play

hard also," he said was Lesson Two.
"Life is much tougher than any

course you could ever take. ... There is no

set syllabus telling you exactly what you

need to do," said Queen. "And you can't

take it over again when it's done. Luck-

ily, you have more than one teacher to

guide you along the way."

"God didn't give us a world free of

fear, pain and suffering, but what he did

give us to make these things bearable is

each other," said Queen.

Following the closing prayer, the

euphoric graduates marched out into the

open green space outside the auditorium.

After tossing their caps into the air

against a sofl evening sky, young inen

and women embraced each other as if for

the first time and the last.

Queen's sixth lesson: "It's great to

get hugs. It's even better to give them."

Contact Staff' Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Jhsi J'Juinjd&can Csmisoi
Catholic Gift & Book Store

Over 700 Book Titles, plus Bibles, Rosaries, Statues,

Medals, Tapes, CD, Plaques, & much, much more!

Hours: 9am -5pm Monday - Friday

(336) 273-2554 fax (336) 273-2441 233 N. Greme Si. Grmisbow, NC 2740 J

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship

• Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping

• Meal preparation • Medication reminders
SENIOR CARE'

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

TOLL FREE: 877-71 3-2445 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated

jHome
instead



12 The Catholic News & Herald

CLASS OF 2004
June 11, 2004

SEIZING THE DAY

Pre-K, eighth-graders celebrate

graduations at Asheville Cathoiic School
BY CAROLE McGROTTY

CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — During the

school year, Asheville Catholic

School's eighth-graders devoted some
of their time to the school's pre-kin-

dergarten class as part of the Big

Friends/Little Friends program.

The older students acted as men-
tors, helping with arts and crafts,

projects and assignments. After

school, they ensured that the pre-K

students were safe in the car pickup

line. Throughout the year, they

forged memories and made friends.

On May 28, the Big Friends/

Little Friends shared another
memory — both classes held gradua-

tion ceremonies.

In the morning, the pre-K students

marched to the front of St. Eugene
Church for their graduation ceremony.

Teacher's assistant Tracey Stage held a

picture that each student had drawn as

he or she came forward to talk about

what each had learned that year. Top-
ics ranged from bugs and dinosaurs to

space shuttles and planets.

After singing "You Are My Sun-

shine," the students presented yellow

roses to their parents. Diplomas were
awarded, and the students moved the

tassels around on their caps. During a

reception following the ceremony,
eighth-graders gave gifts to their

Little Friends.

Later that evening, 20 eighth-

graders — many who had been class-

mates since their own preschool days
— marched into the church for their

baccalaureate Mass and graduation

ceremony.

"Don't ever stop appreciating and
giving thanks to God for what he has

Courtesy Photo

To celebrate the upcoming summer Olympics in Athens, Greece, St. Patrick School

in Charlotte held an Olympic Field Day on the last day of school, June 4. The event,

organized by Candace Mazze, physical education teacher, involved each class picking

a country to represent and creating a flag to display for that country on the field.

The students also made T-shirts or wore colors of that country

ONE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

"Last Kiss' by Richard Staley is the superbly written story of Patrick,

an ordinary man who is always busy...perhaps too busy to give one last

kiss to one near and dear to him. Yet an extraordinary angel shows him
the importance of never taking people for granted in this often chaotic

and ever-changing world. 'Last Kiss' is commended as an especially

thoughtful, original, and heartwarming novel.
"

—James A. Cox, Editor-in-Chief, Tlie Midwest Book Review

$13.95
plus S2.50 shipping

To order, mail check or money order to: Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, NC 28277

accomplished in each and every one of

you," said Father Francis Cancro,

pastor of St. Eugene Church, to the

graduates.

Father Cancro, Principal Vir-

ginia Hutton and teacher Sue Banks
presented class awards and certifi-

cates. Honor graduate Caitlin Brad-
ley, who received attendance and first

honors awards, delivered a message
to her fellow graduates. She encour-

aged her classmates to believe in

themselves and "seize the day," say-

ing each graduate was "like the piece

of paper that waits for the poet to

write on it."

Like their Little Friends, the

eighth-graders presented yellow
roses to their parents. The faculty

then came forward and placed their

hands on the graduates' shoulders as

Father Cancro offered a prayer and a

blessing for the outgoing class.

Portraying Olympians

Photo by Carole McGrotp

Asheville Catholic School pre-klndergarten students move their tassels during their

graduation ceremony at St. Eugene Church May 28.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Homel
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E-maii us at Jill.Stewart@VisitingAngels.com
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Introducing Pennybyrn

Along the wooded cove of

High Point City Lake,

God's handiwork is everywhere.

Worship in our

Meditation chapel

Discover nature's

beauty while

walking our trails

Learn a new craft

in our

woodworking shop

On-site

maintenance brings

fast repairs

Pets are always

welcome

Choices of flexible

financial options

The new Pennybyrn at Maryfield will offer an exciting,

customizable retirement lifestyle unlike any other in the

Piedmont Triad region. New and elegantly-appointed

apartments and cottages spread amidst 66 acres of

magnificent trees and rolling hills! To reserve or learn more,

Call (336) 886-4103.
Toll Free l-(866)-627-9343.

peNMVBVRKI
M A R Y F E L

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of Cod

Matching wits and wizards

Courtesy Photo

Fourth-graders at Our Lady ofMercy School in Winston-Salem play their

versio7i of a Quidditch Match June 2 in preparationfor "Harry Potter and the

Prisoner of Azkaban," released June 4. The two teams of Ravenclaw and

Gryffindor, based on houses at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry,

faced off riding broomsticks (pool noodles) while their respective Seekers looked

for the Snitch (a gold-painted golf ball withfeathered wings). The ideafor the

game was taken from a Family Fun Magazine article, "Bringing Books to

hife." Daria Wooten, mother of student Carly Wooten, hosted the event as

Madame Hooch, Hogwarts'flying instructor.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Calligrapher transcribes Psalms

into illuminated manuscript

BY JOSEPH YOUNG
CATHOLIC NE\\ S SKKX lCt;

ST. CLOUD, Minn. — Donald

Jackson had a special hand in producing

the "Book of Psalms." It's an artistic

hand that used a quill and flowing ellip-

tic motions to produce an illuminated

manuscript version of the biblical text.

The "Book of Psalms," 150 songs

traditionally ascribed to King David, is

the third volume to be completed of the

Saint John's Bible. Six pages of the 80-

page volume were unveiled in late April

at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts.

The completion of Psalms marks

"the midpoint of this great endeavor,"

said Benedictine Brother Dietrich

Reinhart, president of St. John's Univer-

sity, which commissioned the project in

1998. The illuminated Bible is scheduled

to be completed by 2007.

Jackson is artistic director of the

Saint John's Bible and a former longtime

scribe to Queen Elizabeth's Crown' Of-

fice at the House of Lords in London. In

the field of calligraphy and illumination,

Jackson is also regarded as royalty.

Calligi-aphy is beautiful handwrit-

ing. Illumination is decorating a page

with gold, silver, copper, platinum and~

brilliant colors, or with elaborate designs

or miniature pictures.

"As the page turns, what is drawn

there captures light, delighting the eye,"

Jackson said. "That's what it means to

illuminate."

Jackson is not illuminating and do-

ing calligraphy for all 1,150 or so

calfskin pages of the seven volumes. A
team of 14 calligraphers and artists is

creating this Bible, directed by Jackson

from his scriptorium in Monmouth,
Wales.

It will be the first handwritten and

illuminated Bible since the early 1500s.

Jackson said he created a font with a

lighter weight script for the "Book of

Psalms" which befits their more poetic

and melodic nature compared to the text

of the other completed volumes: "Go.s-

pels and Acts of the Apostles" and the

"Pentateuch," the first five books of the

Hebrew Scriptures.

Each volume measures about 16-

by-'24 inches.

The content ofthe "Book ofPsalms" is

not prose, "not even poetry. This is song,"

Jackson said as he demonstrated calligra-

phy by making a huge blue cursive "R"

on an easel, his arm arcing elliptically like

a blade on an eccentric windmill.

"The psalms are so powerful," he

said. "In them there is anguish, fear, love,

joy, regret that type of thing. Yet, they

are contained within the page. It is pas-

sion contained."

Jackson, however, finds it difficult to

contain his passion for his artistry, a

passion fashioned when his aunt, to keep

her precocious young nephew occupied,

propped him at a table with a pen and

CNS PHOTO FROM Catholic Press Photo

Pope John Paul II views illuminated

works of art that illustrate The Saint

John's Bible May 26.

bottle of red ink.

"I was just a little kid, but I still can

feel the joy of dribbling that red wet stuff

all over the page," said Jackson, 66.

The bulk of the work of the Saint

John's Bible, using the text of the New
Revised Standard Version, requires less

flourish and more nourishing one's con-

centration and attention to textual detail.

To hint at how handvvritten fonts

are fashioned, Jackson drew an "o" on the

easel, then drew over it successively, pro-

ducing an "a," "c" and "g."

"Inside that 'o' live an 'a' and 'c' and
'g'," he said. "People are used to type,

they're not used to calligraphy. We're not

trying to sell beer on a highway billboard

here. People are not going to be driving

past this Bible at 70 miles per hour."

St. John's plans to make available

trade reproductions of each volume of

the Saint John's Bible, as well as limited-

edition, full-size facsimiles, fine art prints

and a CD-ROM computer version for

worldwide distribution.

Undertaking a project that has been

his. lifelong dream has made a difference

in Jackson's life, but in subtle ways.

"Has it made me more spiritual? No.

But my spirituality has more of a work-

out than that of the average guy," said

Jackson, who said he goes "to an Angli-

can church because it's nearby, but I'm

not a regular churchgoer."

Jackson admits, however, to being

moved by what he renders artistically.

"My soul thirsts for the Lord like a

deer thirsts for flowing streams," he said,

alluding to Psalm 42. "How can you

remain unaffected when you're playing

with words like this? You're writing like

God with words that are megaphonable,

mega-explosive."

The remaining volumes of the Saint

John's Bible are "Prophets," scheduled

for completion in February 2005; "Wis-

dom Books and Poetry," scheduled for

completion in November 2005; "Histori-

cal Books," scheduled for completion in

August 2006; and "Letters and the Book

of Revelation," scheduled for completion

in July 2007.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JUNE 20, 2004

June 20, 12th Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Zechariah 12:10-11, 13:1

Psalm 63:2-6, 8-9

2) Galatians 3:26-29

3) Gospel: Luke 9:18-24

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Then Jesus said to them, "But who
do you say that I am?" (Luke 9:20)

At certain ages, it is not uncommon
for human beings to take stock of their

lives and assess what they are really all

about. For many of my friends, it is the

"women in their 50s" syndrome: Chil-

dren are grown (or at least less depen-

dent), parents often have passed away
and long-cherished or habitual roles are

shifting.

Most of the time a wisdom born of

surviving life's challenges enables one to

assess what is most important and what

is peripheral in the larger scheme of

things. When all the roles, accomplish-

ments and possessions are stripped

away, one naturally asks, "Who am I

really?"

Jesus' disciples are called upon in

today's Gospel to answer this question,

not about themselves but about their

friend and teacher. When Peter finally

gets it right, Jesus warns him to remain

silent, explaining that much suffering

and rejection must occur before his

messiahship can be affirmed.

Most of the persons I know who are

"finding themselves," in the truest sense,

are those who have suffered loss, rejec-

tion and heartache. An older gentleman

in an adult confirmation class describes

the awakening that came with his wid-

ower status; an aunt whose children are

grown goes back to school to acquire a

degree that no one thought was practical

or possible.

Even among the young, the cru-

cibles of lack or tragedy, like the refiner's

fire, often create a clearer self-identity

and a stronger sense of direction. While

none of us are messiahs in the way that

Jesus is, we are in fact "anointed" (the

meaning of the word "Messiah") in bap-

tism and confirmation to recognize and

fulfill our God-given purposes. Emptied

of our false selves through trial and

trouble, losing our lives for Christ's sake,

we find our best — and blessed —
selves.

Questions:

What experience of loss or broken-

ness has enabled me to recognize my
true self more clearly? What have I

learned about myself and my purpose

through that experience?

Scripture to Illustrate:

"But you — who do you say that I

am?" (Luke 9:20a)

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 13 - JUNE 19

Sunday (Body and Blood of Christ), Genesis 14:18-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Lul<e 9:11-17;

Monday, 1 Kings 21 :1-16, Matthew 5:38-42; Tuesday, 1 Kings 21 :17-29, Matthew 5:43-48; Wednes-

day, 2 Kings 2:1, 6-14, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18; Thursday, Sirach 48:1-14, Matthew 6:7-15; Friday

(Sacred Heart of Jesus), Ezel<iel 34:11-16, Romans 5:5-11, Lul<e 15:3-7; Saturday (The Immacu-

late Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary), 2 Chronicles 24:17-25, Luke 2:41-51

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 20 - JUNE 26

Sunday (Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Zechariah 12:10-11; 13:1, Galatians 3:26-29, Luke

9:18-24; Monday (St. Aloysius Gonzaga), 2 Kings 17:5-8, 13-15, 18, Matthew 7:1-5; Tuesday (St.

Paulinus, Sts. John Fisher and Thomas More), 2 Kings 19:9-11, 14-21, 31-36, Matthew 7:6, 12-14;

Wednesday, 2 Kings 22:8-13; 23:1-3, Matthew 7:15-20; Thursday (Nativity of St. John the Bap-

tist), lsaiah49:1-6, Acts 13:22-26, Luke 1:57-66, 80; Friday, 2 Kings 25:1-12, Matthew 8:1-4; Satur-

day, Lamentations 2:2, 10-14, 18-19, Matthew 8:5-1

7

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas
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'Camel' carries tender tale

"The Story of the Weeping Camel" is a captivating docudrama set against

spectacular expanses of the Gobi Desert about a family of nomadic Mongolian

herders who summon a musician from a far-off village to perform an ancient

ritual, which they hope will coax a mother camel into nursing the newborn calf

which she rejected at birth. Though it doesn't sound like much of a plot, the

film is a tender tale — beautiful both cinematically and narratively — whose

message of family bonds, the importance of tradition and the centrality of love

for survival is both heartbreaking and heartwarming. Subtitles. Thematic

content. The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-ll —
adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is

PG — parental guidance suggested.

Now available

The complete ordinarion Mais ol bishop Peter.]. Jugis is available

for purchase on VHS and DVD.

To ex])crience the diverse and historic celebration in your own
home, fill out the order fomi below and mail (with check, or money
order made payable to American Video) to: SO 1 Bromley Road,

Charlotte, NC 28207

Delivery may tatte up to 4 weeks.

Information: (704) 376-2010 (Mon-Sat, 9 am • 7pm only)

Please send video tapes @ $10 each (total $ )

DVDs @ $15 eacli (total $ )

(Postage/handling included)

Daytime piione no.Name

Address City Zip

Harry, Hogwarts and

Hippogrifs
NewHarryPottermovie darker yet delightful

BY GERRI PARE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEV^ YORK— With a new direc-

tor at the helm of "Harry Potter and the

Prisoner of Azkaban," the franchise

forges forward.

This is the third adaptation of J.K.

Rowling's wildly successful Harry Pot-

ter fantasy novels about the boy wizard.

Chris Columbus, who directed

"Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone"

and "Harry Potter and the Chamber of

Secrets" in 2001 and '02, switches to a

producer's hat this time, as Alfonso

Cuaron ("A Little Princess") slips into

the director's chair.

Cuaron brings a more cinematic

sensibility to the tale just as Steve

Kloves' screenplay is less concerned with

a literal translation of Rowling's novel.

The resulting visuals are impressive,

sometimes glorious — and occasionally

frightening. In other words, too intense

for young children unable to distinguish

between reality and fantasy, for whom
nightmares about snapping monsters

would be a natural aftermath.

Tlie story opens as wizard Harry
(Daniel Radcliffe), now 13, is seething

under the insulting remarks made by his

Uncle Vernon's cruel sister (Pam Ferris)

about his tragically murdered parents.

Unable to rein in his temper or his prom-

ise not to perform magic outside his

Hogwarts Scliool ofWitchcraft and Wiz-
ardry, Harry bloats her and floats her up

and away like a giant blimp.

This is a scene of comic delight

that precedes the darker emotional

territory Harry is headed for.- Storm-

ing out of the house, he's picked up by

a magical purple bus and taken on a

warp-speed ride eventually ending up

with his best buds, Hermione (Emma
Watson) and Ron (Rupert Grint),

back at school.

Danger lurks there as prison es-

capee Sirius Black (Gary Oldman), ac-

cused of killing Harry's folks, is in the

area, and said to be set on adding

Harry's scalp to his belt. Just as fearful

are the Dementors, black-hooded spirits

who can suck the soul from their prey

and have Harry in their sights.

On the plus side, giant Hagrid
(Robbie Coltrane) has been promoted to

teacher status and the new Defense

Against the Dark Arts teacher, Professor

Lupin (David Thewlis), helps Harrv de-

fend himself against the Dementors
while harboring a shocking secret.

There are fewer classroom scenes,

although Emma Thompson as a heavy-

goggled, clueless soothsayer, contributes

periodic comic relief Nor does the

swooping game of Quidditch figure

much in the telling of this tale. Overall,

the film is visually enthralling and dis-

plays an equally -intoxicating sense of

fun and of danger.

The three teen leads are showing
growth in their acting skills and
Cuaron has especially been able to

tone down Grint's tendency to make
Ron hammy. More seasoned perform-

ers such as Maggie Smith and Michael

Gambon (replacing the late Richard

Harris' Professor Dumbledore) do well

in their small roles and the ever-reli-

able Alan Rickman's sinister Snape
does not disappoint.

But all is not goodness and light as

the story centers on Harry's learning

about those involved in his parents'

deaths and coping with a deep desire

for revenge.

It's seen as sheer fantasy when
Harry makes the arrogant aunt inflate

(she's rescued later and none the worse

for wear) but his wish to destroy Black is

grounded in reality, just as it's problem-

atic when Hermione is cheered and con-

gratulated when she slugs her class-

mate-tormentor, Malfoy.

Happily, Harry gradually ma-
tures through the narrative as he un-

covers the truth, stays loyal to his

friends and gleans lessons in living

from his experiences. To its credit, this

is accomplished in well-paced, pol-

ished fashion, and — as in the two
previous movies — it remains very

clearly a fantasy, in no way a textbook

for teaching black magic, and thus is

no threat to Catholic teaching.

"The Prisoner ofAzakaban" is likely

to hold a worldwide audience captive.

Due to soine frightening images and

scenes of intense menace, the USCCB
Office for Film & Broadcasting classifica-

tion is A-II — adults and adolescents.

The Motion Picture Association of

America rating is PG— parental guid-

ance suggested.

Pare is thf director ofthe Officefor Film

& Broadcasting of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bis/tops.

race
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

140 1 Patton Ave. 72 Long .Shtials Road

Asheville, NC Aidcn, NC
(828) 252-.3535 (828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

A.shevilles Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-ltne at www.grocefuneralhome.com
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CNS PHOTO BY Brad Reynolds

Former U.S. President Ronald Reagan meets Pope John Paul II at the Fairbanks

International Airport In Alaska May 2, 1984. The former president was on a return

trip from Thailand and the pontiff was en route to Seoul, South Korea. Reagan,

president from 1981 to 1989, died June 5 at his home in Bel Air, Calif., after a long

struggle with Alzheimer's disease. During eight years in office, he drew Catholic

support on abortion issues and aid to private schools. He was 93.

Pope pays tribute to Reagan

REAGAN, from page 1

Switzerland when Reagan, president

in 1981-89, died at age 93. He had

suffered for more than a decade from

Alzheimer's disease.

"The pope recalled the contribu-

tions of President Reagan to the his-

torical events that changed the lives

of millions of people, especially in Eu-
rope," Joaquin Navarro-Valls, the

Vatican spokesman, told reporters.

The pope also noted Reagan's

contributions to U.S. society,

Navarro-Valls said. The spokesman
said the Vatican would send a repre-

sentative to Reagan's funeral, which

was to take place June 11 in Wash-
ington.

The spokesman said that when
President George W. Bush visited the

Vatican June 4 the pope knew Reagan
was very sick and sent a warm mes-

sage to the late president's wife,

Nancy.
Reagan met with the pope four

times as president — twice at the

Vatican and twice in the United
States.

It was under Reagan that the

United States finally established full

diplomatic relations with the Vatican

in 1984.

The president and the pope, along

with former Soviet leader Mikhail

Gorbachev, are considered by many
to have been the main protagonists in

the disbanding of the Soviet empire

and the fall of communist govern-
ments throughout Eastern Europe.

In unpublicized visits and
through diplomatic channels, Reagan
administration officials provided in-

formation to the pope and his aides on

events in Eastern Europe, particu-

larly in the pope's native Poland.

While Reagan oversaw an arms
buildup in the United States and
Western Europe aimed at pressuring

the Soviets, the pope pressed for re-

spect for human rights throughout
Soviet-bloc nations.

Despite their agreement on the

bankruptcy of the Soviet system, the

pope and Reagan sometimes dis-

agreed over tactics. For example, the

pope and other church leaders

opposed U.S. economic sanctions im-

posed against Poland during the

1980s, on the grounds that they took

a bigger toll on the country's people

than its leaders.

ante
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Call 5^/27 today

We care for i^our environment naturallu!

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

Natural Family Planning Program Director

The Family Life Office of Catholic Social Services is seeking a part-time director for our

Natural Family Planning program. The program director is responsible for

coordinating the activities of this ministry and teaching NFP courses. The program

director will be employed for approximately 7 hours per week and can reside in any

location within the Diocese of Charlotte. Position requires successful completion of

teacher certification from a nationally recognized NFP methodology. Expected

starting date is July 15, 2004. For more information please contact Gerard Carter at

(704) 370-3250 or submit a resume to:

Gerard Carter

Catholic Social Services

1 1 23 South Church Street

Charlotte, North Carolina 28203-4003

ASSISTANT CAMPUS MINISTER

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, located in the TRIAD area of North

Carolina, is searching for an additional full-time campus minister to work

with an established yet growing ministry. If you are a Catholic adult with a

degree in liberal arts including some course work in education, scripture and

spiritual development and/or two years or more of practical experience as a

youth or campus minister, please consider this opportunity.

BMCHS has an established campus ministry program, which is responsible for

supervising all liturgical activities, retreat programs, community service and

peer ministry programs.

We need an energetic, highly motivated and deeply religious person to help

direct our young people toward a meaningful, life-affirming journey with Christ.

The position's starting salary is competitive. We also offer life insurance and

an exceptional health benefits plan, plus paid holidays. If interested, please

contact George Repass, Principal, Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School,

1725 NC Highway 66S, Kernersville, NC 27284. Phone: (336)564-1010

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND FOR-
MATION COORDINATOR: Dynamic and

energetic person wanted to co-ordinate

"Whole Community Catechesis" in the small,

diverse cominunity of St. .loan of Arc
(Asheville). Part-time position beginning im-

mediately. Will work on a pastoral team with

primary area of responsibility grades K-12.

Coordinator must be a practicing Catholic

with a firm commitment to the Church and its

teachings. Job description is available. Please

send resume to: St. Joan of Arc Parish, c/O

Fr. John Pagel, 919 Haywood Road,
Asheville, NC 28806.

RETAIL POSITIONS: In Charlotte.

School Uniform retailer seeking high energy

part-time employees, summer and year round

positions available. Call 704-372-9595.

SALES REPRESENTATIVES: J.S. Paluch

Co. (est. 1913), the nation's oldest Catholic

Publisher, is now interviewing for the posi-

tion of Sales Representatives for parish

church bulletins. Realistic earnings potential

of 40K+, health insurance, paid vacation,

40 iK. Some travel required. Selfmotivation

a must. Bilingual helpful in some areas. To
arrange an interview call Les Black at 800-

FOR RENT

HILTON HEAD VACATION RENTAL
HOUSE: J 2 Jacaca St. New rental, new furni-

ture, pool, hot tub. 4 BR, 4 bath, less block to

beach. Walk to restaurants & shops! Great

for multi-families. Info and PICTURES on

website www.seacoasthv.com or call 1-800-

654-7101

SERVICES

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING: Marie s

Multi-Cleaning Services. Interior Vacuum-
ing and Dressing. Comprehensive hand
washing. Expert waxing and polishing. At
YOUR convenience. Call 704-394-46 17.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.60/word per issue ($12 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to cldeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

432-3240. Seniors welcome to apply.

TEACHERS: Asheville Catholic School has

the following positions open for the 2004-

2005 academic year: MUSIC teacher (liturgi-

cal and general music) for grades Pre-K

through 8th; Ten (10) hours per week; flex-

ible schedule. RELIGION teacher for grades

6th,. 7th, & 8th; twelve (12) to fifteen (15)

hours per week. Requirements; must be a

practicing Catholic with Catechetical Creden-

tials; experience with middle school students

preferred. We are an EOE. Please send cur-

riculum vitae to: The Principal, Asheville

Catholic School, 12 Culvern Street,

Asheville, NC 28804 .
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BUYING a
Home?
Want a

REBATE from
your REALTOR?

(704) 321-2859

Deer Park Realty

www.deerparkrealty.net
Vour Full Service Heal Estate Firm for the Carollnoi

THIS MONTH IN - 1996

St. Therese Church in Mooresville cel-

ebrated two milestones with a parish party

and picnic June 2, 1996.

More than 450 people attended the cel-

ebration, which honored both the founding

of the church in 1946 and then-pastor Je-

suit Father Bob Wiesenbaugh's ordination

to the priesthood in 1971.

Among the event's attractions was a pot-

luck dinner, an inflatable slide, a dunking

booth, volleyball games, a water balloon

toss, horseshoes and a cake walk.

MOVING?
Take us with you!

Please help as reduce jxjstal fees and
give us your NEW address (or cancella-

tion notice) BEFORE you move.

Ifyou have your address label,

include that, too.

Name

Old address

Olddty

NEW address

NEW city/state

Date of move/cancellation:

Mail changes to:

The Catholic News & Herald

Address Changes
1123 S. Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Or e-mail this info to;

catholicnews@ charlottediocese.org

Thank you.

THEOR!TOKY'
434 Charlotte Avenue, P O. Box 1 1586

Rock Hill, SO 29731-1586
(803) 327-2097

SUMMER BIBLE

INSTITUTE

7:15 pmSunday, July 18

to

noon, Friday, July 23

Michael Guinan,OFM—
mornings

Old Testament: "Biblical

Images of Creation"

John Pilch — evenings

New Testatment:

"Cultural World of Paul"

Cost: $150 both

$85 New OR Old Testament

$200 room and board

SAFETY MEDICAL
ALERT SYSTEMS

f

Are You or a Loved One Living Alone?
ResponseUnk is your answer for enhanced Independence and safety!

xi^^mM * 24-hour emergency & * medication/health reminders

l\^SOOT\^0I^nt[ non-emergency * lightweight, waterproof wrist

f»(unrt. You, uiHy-tm^,ii, indtp^nd^ state-of-the-art system or neck pendant

Local offices open 24 hours a day to assist your Immediate needs.
Local owners are parishioners of St. Marie Catholic Church, Huntersville, NC

(704) 875-8473 1-877-333-8866 TOLL FREE

ST. JOSEPH VIETNAMESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAY 02, 2004 RAfFEE RESULTS

GRAND I'RIZE: 085522
1ST PRIZE: 15803
2ND l>RIZE: 10276
3RD I'RiZE: 12629

FOR INFO: (704) 504-0907

10 GOOD LUCK PRIZES ARE:
02752, 095180, 14639
07982. 058088, 092994
085534, 065721, 07865

03158

Courtesy Photo

Bernadette Zimmerman receives tlie Mother Teresa Memorial Award at St. Francis

of Assisi Church in Jefferson June 6. Front row (from left): Father C. Morris Boyd,

parish administrator; Bernadette and her husband Zel<e Zimmerman; and Olga and

Burton Zimmerman, her sister-in-law and brother. Back row (from left): John Harrison,

Knights of Columbus state chairman; Dave Onofrio, state deputy; and Bob Grabasky,

state secretary.

Jefferson parishioner receives

Mother Teresa Memorial Award

ZIMMERMAN BEST EXEMPLIFIES

NUN'S MOTTO TO 'DO SMALL

THINGS WITH GREAT LOVE'

JEFFERSON — Father C. Morris

Boyd, administrator of St. Francis of

Assisi Church, presented Bernadette

Zimmerman with the 2004 Mother
Teresa Memorial Award June 6.

The N.C. State Council of the

Knights of Columbus, who selected

Zimmerman for the award, also pre-

sented a $500 check to New Beginnings,

a program that works to enhance the

lives of Ashe County children in foster

care or in crisis situations. Zimmerman
is the program's director.

The Knights of Columbus created

the award in 1998 to be given annually

to two parishioners in North Carolina

(one in each diocese) who best exemplity

one of Mother Teresa's mottoes, "Do
small things with great love."

The Knights ask pastors in the dio-

ceses to submit nominations for the

award. Recommendations are judged on

the nominee's dedication to serving the

Catholic Church, community, families

and God with true humility and love.

The institution of the award was
approved by Sister Nirmala Joshi, supe-

rior general of the Missionaries of Char-

ity. In her letter she accepted, with grati-

tude, the Knights' request "as a token of

love for our dearest Mother."

In addition to helping found New
Beginnings in 1997, Zimmerman has

been instrumental in arranging meal de-

liveries to homebound parishioners, as

well as transportation to doctors' ap-

pointments and other treatments.

She speaks on behalf of children of

Ashe County at local churches and orga-

nizations, on radio shows, at business

and civic clubs. Her other accomplish-

ments include various fundraising ef-

forts for community organizations and a

phone card drive for Ashe County mili-

tary personnel who are serving overseas.

The Knights of Columbus, the

world's largest Catholic service organi-

zation with nearly 1.7 million members
in over 12,000 local councils, provides

members and their families with volun-

teer opportunities in service to the

Catholic Church, the community, fami-

lies and young people.

In 2002, the last year for which

figures are available. Knights of Colum-

bus at all levels of the organization

raised and distributed a record $125
million to charitable causes and volun-

teered 60 million hours of service. There

are over 12,000 knights in 116 local

councils in North Carolina.

SMITH & SMITH, PA
Timothy M. Smith, Attorney Jacquelyn A. Smith, Attorney

Members of St. Mark's Church

EXPERIENCED
CRIMINAL LAW

AGGRESSIVE
PERSONAL INJURY

CARING
NO FEE UNTIL WE
WIN ON PI CASES

FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION
convenient free parking

70% off attorneyfee—10% of net fee donated to Catholic Social Services Food Pantry

704-331-3092 www.sniithandsmithpa.com 900 Baxter St., Suite 109, Charlotte

Traffic Ticl<ets (Meek, only)

DWI
Expunctions

Felonies & Misdemeanors

Auto Accident

Workers' Compensation
Wrongful Death

Whiplash - Back, Neck, Head injuries
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Seeking justice and fairness

A look at the deathpenaltymoratorium

A Death Penalty Moratorium Bill

(Senate Bill 972) was passed by the N.C.

Senate in AprU of 2003. Members of the

N.C. House of Representatives will likely

have the opportunity to vote on this bill

during the current legislative session in

the General Assembly.

The moratorium bill calls for a

two-year halt on executions so that

there can be a comprehensive review of

the administration of the death pen-

alty. The bill's primary concerns are to

investigate whether bias exists in the

way the death penalty is applied and

whether the death penalty process ad-

equately safeguards against sentenc-

ing and executing the innocent.

The Catholic Church's social

teaching does not consider the use of

the death penalty, against those for

whom culpability for serious crimes

has been conclusively established, an

intrinsic moral evil. The church teach-

ing, however, does state that if the

death penalty must be applied to pro-

tect the innocent in society, albeit ex-

tremely rarely, it must be imple-

mented only against those for whom
no doubt of culpability exists. In the

Revised Catechism of the Catholic

Church, Sec. 2267, one finds the

church's position on the death penalty

clearly stated as follows:

"Assuming that the guilty party's

identity and responsibility have been

fully determined, the traditional teach-

ing of the Church does not exclude

recourse to the death penalty, if this is

the only possible way of effectively

defending human lives against the un-

just aggressor. If however, non-lethal

means are sufficient to defend and pro-

tect people's safety from the aggressor,

authority will limit itself to such

means, as these are more in keeping

with the concrete conditions of the

common good and more in conformity

with the dignity of the human person.

"Today, in fact, as a consequence of

the possibilities which the state has for

effectively preventing crime, by render-

ing one who has committed an offense

incapable of doing harm— without defi-

nitely taking away from him the possi-

bility of redeeming himself— cases in

which the execution of the offender is an

absolute necessity are very rare, if not

practically non-existent."

Our society might very well have

already executed some innocent persons.

Such a possibility is difficult to prove,

given the destruction ofevidence and the

closing of files after executions. Yet the

high number of innocent people who
have been released fi"om death row in the

United States after having been duly

convicted of capital crimes — at least

1 13 to date since 1976 in 25 states; four

in North Carolina— certainly begs the

question whether only those truly guilty

Guest

Column

JOE PURELLO
Director, Office of

Justice & Peace

of capital crimes have been executed.

In his March 26, 2004 letter of sup-

port for the death penalty moratorium

bill in the N.C. General Assembly,

Bishop Peter J. Jugis wrote:

"Another fundamental principle of

the Church's teaching on the death

penalty (expressed in the very first

sentence of the catechism's statement

on the death penalty) is that this most
severe and final of all punishments is

to be used only when the guilty party's

identity and responsibility have been

fully determined ....

"Even assuming that there may be

a limited and just reason to use the

death penalty to protect society, the

death penalty process must ensure

that innocent persons are not executed.

Since the evidence clearly suggests

that we are not sure thafThis will

always be the case, further study of the

death penalty process is warranted. It

only seems prudent that executions

should be halted while a study of the

death penalty process takes place ....

"The church's opposition to the use

of the death penalty in modern society

and the church's current concern that

the death penalty process needs to be

studied (to eliminate bias and errors in

its application) in no way diminish the

Church's heartfelt concern for the vic-

tims of terrible acts.

"I call on all the faithful to reach out

to those who have experienced the vio-

lent death of loved ones. Let us pray for

their healing and for the souls of their

departed loved ones."

The death penalty moratorium
has received support from both those

who oppose the death penalty in all

circumstances and those who believe

capital punishment is a justifiable re-

sponse to particularly heinous acts of

violence. Even supporters of the death

penalty want to make sure the death

penalty is only imposed on the truly

guilty and applied without bias

against those who are poor and mem-
bers of minority groups.

An April 2004 survey of North
Carolinians indicates that public sup-

port for a moratorium is strong, with 63

percent of state residents supporting a

temporary suspension of executions so

that the capital punishment process can

be studied. (Read a press release on this

survey at http://www.ncmoratorium.org/

site/pr_05 1 72004.asp.)

Young people sliouid

discover harmony between

faitli, life, pope says
BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Young
people should discover the harmony
between faith and life in order to be

ready to fulfill God's plan with joy.

Pope John Paul II said at his weekly

general audience.

In his June 9 address to pilgrims

gathered in St. Peter's Square, the

pope reflected on his June 5-6 visit to

Switzerland.

He said he encouraged young
people there to answer God's call

with enthusiasm.

"This message, which is very dear

to me, can be summed up in three

words: 'rise,' 'listen,' and 'follow him.'

It is Christ himself, risen and alive,

who offers these words to every
young man and woman of our time,"

he said.

Following Christ "gives full

meaning to one's life," he said.

"Only Christ, redeemer of man-
kind, can help young people 'rise

again' from negative experiences and

mentalities in order to grow to their

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

full human, spiritual and moral stat-

ure," he said.

The pope extended this message
to all young people around the world.

"May the young people of Swit-

zerland and the whole world discover

the wonderful harmony between faith

and life and so prepare to carry out

the mission which God calls them to

with enthusiasm," he said.

Looking rested and alert, the

pope read almost all of his one-page

statement. He gave greetings in seven

different languages to some 10,000

pilgrims — many of whom sought
respite from the scorching sun under

colorful umbrellas and handkerchiefs.

ASK THE BISHOP

Do you fiave a question for Bishop Peter J. Jugis? The Catholic News & Herald

is starting a new feature in wliich Bishop Jugis will answer questions that are

submitted via regular mail or e-mail.

Questions about the faith and the Diocese of Charlotte that have a broad appeal

will receive priority consideration for response in the newspaper. Unfortunately,

due to the anticipated volume of questions, individual responses will not be

possible.

When submitting a question, please include your name, address and a daytime

telephone number Questions may be condensed due to space limitations and

edited for clarity, style and factual accuracy.

Send your "Ask the Bishop" question to Ask the Bishop, The Catholic News &

Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Charlotte, NC 28203, or e-mail

askthebishop@charlottediocese.org.

TO LEARN ABOUT SOME SIMPLE STEPS TO TAKE TO ADVOCATE FOR THE MORATORIUM

AND FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE CHURCH'S POSITION ON THE DEATH PENALTY

CONTACT THE OFFICE OF JUSTICE AND PEACE, CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES, AT (704

370-3225 OR E-MAIL JUSTICEPEACE@CHARL0TTEDI0CESE.ORG.

YOU CAN READ BISHOP JUGIS' MARCH 26, 2004 LETTER IN ITS ENTIRETY Al

WWW.CSSNC.ORG/JUSTICEPEACE. I

SOME FACTS ON THE DEATH PENALTY IN NORTH CAROLINA

On North Carolina's death row, 191 men and

women await execution, more than 5 percent of

the total U.S. death row population.

In 2003, North Carolina executed seven people,

a number exceeded only by Texas and Okla-

homa. In 2003, North Carolina's rate of execu-

tions increased, while nationally the execution rate

has dropped significantly in the last 10 years.

Neariy every person on North Carolina's death

row is a person without means, with more than 90

percent defended by court-appointed attorneys.A

recent Columbia Law School study, "A Broker

System: Error Rates in Capital Cases," found tha

71 percent of all death penalty convictions in Nortl

Carolina between 1973 and 1995 involved sen

ous error at the trial court level.

A 1989 study in North Carolina showed that i

defendant's chances of receiving the death pen

alty were 3.5 times greater if the victim was whit

than if the victim was a member of a minority group

no matter the race of the defendant.



June 11, 2004

\

The Catholic News & Herald 19

The Internet: A new addiction
Just when I think I have licked all

my addictions, my husband tells me
that I am obsessed and need help.

Cigarettes? I used to smoke so-

cially — until I was socializing all the

time. Caffeine? My daughter's irregu-

lar heartbeat (arrhythmia) that my
obstetrician detected when I was seven

months pregnant put a quick end to

full-leaded lattes. And alcohol has been

out of the picture since before high

school graduation.

So now, sober as I can be this

hour, I battle yet another foe: e-mail

and Internet addiction.

Yes. It keeps me up at night. I

can't stop checking the sales rank of

my last book on Amazon.com and

BarnesandNoble.com. I can't resist

clicking on "Receive Messages" when
the last thing I need to read is an e-

mail from a stranger who claims to be

my secret admirer (or my husband's?),

or information on losing 60 pounds in

five weeks.

But I scan and delete when I

should be praying, or cleaning, or

reading, or something other than star-

ing at pixels on a screen that only

make me dizzy.

I thought this loopy behavior

didn't haunt normal people, but I was
pleasantly surprised to read that

many young adults (and people in

Our Turn

THERESE J.

BORCHARD
CNS Columnist

general) suffer from the same neurosis.

In fact, this condition is so prevalent

that computer scientist David Levy
has organized a conference in Seattle

called "Information, Silence and Sanc-

tuary" for those like me, who, unable to

escape their virtual office, can't resist

using their cute laptops even if the

information overload is robbing them
of inner peace.

Much like environmentalists

gathered and lobbied their causes in

the 1960s, Levy is leading a move-
ment to fight for something just as

valuable as endangered wetlands that

is at risk of becoming extinct: quiet

time.

An observant Jew, he literally un-

plugs on the Sabbath. No e-mail,

Internet, telephone or television for

him from Friday's sundown to

Saturday's sundown. And although he

acknowledges that the primary re-

sponsibility for quiet times lies with

the individual, he is encouraging busi-

nesses and government to offer more
paid vacation time hours to do, well,

nothing.

I can't go that far right now. Just

last weekend I told myself the com-
puter was staying off for a day. I made
it one hour before I had to check the

weather forecast, and since I was
logged on I might as well check how
my book was doing.

An hour later, my fingers were
still doing the walking, as I sipped on
a decaffeinated coffee, needing some
kind of distraction to drag me away.

Thankfully, as a mom I get that

about twice a minute: God's subtle

way of directing me to dirty diapers

and spilled apple juice, which
are much better for my soul than

junk mail.

Drinking to tlie point of sin
Q. IVhen drinking alcohol, how do you

know whenyou have committed a serious sin?

fVhat is the line you cross, making drinking

mare thanjust a "little" sin? (Missouri)

A. The line, as you call it, isn't that

hard to tell in theory, but in practice a lot

of common sense and personal honesty

is necessary.

As everyone knows, any use of alco-

hol affects our thinking and emotional

processes somehow. It's sometimes
called social drinking because people ex-

'

pect it to 'loosen us up" and make social

activities a bit freer and more congenial.

Any drinking, however, that delib-

erately causes loss of reason is a serious

sin. One can know when the use of rea-

son is lost, for example, if one cannot

later remember what he or she said or

did while under the influence of alcohol.

The 'lost weekend" syndrome is not un-

usual for people who drink heavily.

Hours, or in some instances days,

may become a fog. People cannot re-

member where they were or what they

did. Everything is a haze the next morn-
ing when they find themselves at home
and wonder how they got there.

Others will drive long distances,

even travel to other cities, or visit friends

and never remember a minute of what
occurred during the.se episodes.

Another sign is that one cannot dis-

tinguish between right and wrong, good
and bad, while under the influence.

Those who drink heavily frequently dis-

cover later that they have done things

while drinking that they wouldn't think

of doing otherwise.

Inhibitions are lost, moral com-
passes cease to exist, people are violated

or injured— all, we realize, as a result of

the fact that we were "drunk." Eventu-

ally, if this tendency isn't caught, one will

almost inevitably end up inflicting ter-

rible physical, emotional and spiritual

damage on oneself or someone else.

Of course, the usual three conditions

for mortal sin apply here as anywhere

else: serious matter, sufficient reflection

and full consent of the will. The first time

one drinks to intoxication there may not

be real consent. The individual just

doesn't know how that amount of alco-

hol will affect him.

After a bit of experience, however,

the person knows that drinking a certain

quantity of alcohol will render him or

her out of touch, unable to judge right

from wrong, unable even to remember
what happened during the drinking

binge. The resulting intoxication is then

not "accidental," but deliberate and sin-

ful. When this point is reached, one can

know she or he is in heavy sin territory.

It should go without saying that

these dangerous circumstances do not

normally arise suddenly, though they

may do so, especially in younger
people who have no experience of al-

coholic intake but whose initial expe-
rience is so severe it causes critical

trauma, even death.

Usually, warning signs are

present long in advance, signs that tell

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

us we're headed for trouble unless we
change the track we're on. It's when
we ignore those signs that we end up

in serious loss of ability to control our-

selves and in serious sin.

Obviously other important factors

may enter the picture as well, how
one's use of alcohol affects one's family,

work and personal health, to mention

only three.

Two more points are appropriate.

First, to deliberately cause another per-

son to come under the influence of alco-

hol or other dangerous drug is also

gravely sinful, a serious sin at least

against charity, love of neighbor.

Second, we all have seen movies of

frontier days when injured people were

deliberately made drunk with whiskey

in preparation for painful surgery. Here,

as in more modern forms of general an-

esthesia, the physical good of the patient

justifies rendering him or her partially

or fully unconscious during surgery.

Afree brochure describing basic Catholic

prayers, beliefs and moral precepts is avail-

able by sending a stamped, self-addressed

envelope to Father John Dietzen, Box 325,

Peoria, IL 61651.

Tlie newly

ordained

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS Columnist

As I concelebrated with a newly or-

dained priest at his first Mass, my
thoughts drifted back to all the unex-

pected happenings I experienced when I \
was newly ordained.

I knew I would be sent to a parish,

but never expected to be with a pastor

who was a model of kindness. From my
first day on the job, he was there to help

me as best he could. He could be firm,

but he was never overbearing.

He was concerned that I keep up my
studies, take my day off and stay healthy.

The parish had a school and two
full-time assistants. Never did I expect

that one assistant would become a good
friend and support me throughout my
4 1 years of priesthood. We still call each

other on a regular basis, even though I

am hundreds of miles away from him.

Other priests helped us on a regular

basis because of a heavy Mass schedule.

They were the first priests truly to teach

me about the fraternity of the priesthood.

We debated theology, competed in golf

and were forever chiding each other.

As a newly ordained priest, I re-

ceived lessons from them that I still fol-

low and pass on to other priests:

—Don't overextend yourself

—Keep a sense of humor!

—Don't neglect prayer!

—Get away every so often!

—Shorten, simplify your homilies!

Our honesty with each other was

fraternal correction at its best because

we cared for each other.

What deeply touched me was hear-

ing first confessions and experiencing

how seriously the laity lived their spiri-

tual life. Often I felt nowhere near their

level of spirituality. In fact, the more I

ministered to parishioners and saw the

deep faith they had when suffering, the'

more I realized that here were theologi-

cal lessons you can't find in textbooks.

The celebration of Mass was and is

an awesome experience for me. At age
'

25, giving a homily was also awesome.

Many of the parishioners were much
older than I and knew much more about

life and God's place in it for them. Yet

they came to listen to a young priest and

his view of God and life.

This May and June, many newly

ordained priests are beginning a life of

new, unexpected experiences. I pray

their first pastor is a model pastor, that

they experience the fraternity of the

priesthood in its fullness, that they are

awed by the spirituality of those they

serve and they fully appreciate all that

ordination gives them and empowers
them to do.
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Immaculate Conception Church ministers to

small, dedicated Catholic community

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Immaculate Conception Church in Canton, founded in 1954, celebrated its 50

anniversary June 6, 2004.

CANTON — Immaculate Con-
ception Church traces its beginnings

back to the 1940s, when CathoUcs in

the area gathered for Mass in private

homes. Father Ambrose Rohrbacker,

then-pastor of St. John the EvangeUst
Church in Waynesville, celebrated

those liturgies; later a mission was es-

tablished in Canton.

During the gasoline-rationed

World War II years, a school bus

transported Canton Catholics through

the mountains to Waynesville for

Mass. The local Catholic population

increased when veterans, Catholics

among them, returned home after the

war. Catholics were also included in

the workforce who gained employ-

ment at a new paper mill in town.

Through the 1950s, the clergy of

St. John the Evangelist Church began

ministering to more and more Catho-

lics throughout North Carolina's

westernmost counties. From 1951, St.

John the Evangelist Church became
responsible for missions in Fontana,

Murphy, Franklin, Canton and Sylva.

Several became parishes in later years,

with Immaculate Conception Church
staying on as the Waynesville
church's only mission.

In Canton, Mass was celebrated in

the YMCA building during the early

'50s. An altar was set up on a bare

floor, and parishioners sat on slatted

wooden chairs. A hallway served as

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more
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Immaculate Conception Church
42 Newfound Rd.

Canton, N.C. 28716

(828) 456-6707

Vicariate: Smoky Mountain

Pastor: Augustinian Father Dennis

McGowan
Number of Households: 34

Mission of St. John the Evangelist

Church, Waynesville

Augustinian Father

Dennis McGowan

the confessional. The visiting priest

brought a makeshift altar: a suitcase

containing vestments and altar fur-

nishings, which folded out and was
propped on legs.

Father (later Msgr.) Lawrence
Newman was pastor of St. John the

Evangelist Church when one of his

parishioners, Mrs. R. E. Davis, in-

formed him that suitable property for

a church in Canton was for sale. The
lot was purchased, the house on it was
torn down and a parking lot was con-

structed.

All this activity made way for con-

struction of the new Immaculate Con-
ception Church to begin. A church hall

and kitchen were included on the lower

level of the new building. The redbrick

structure is simple in design, with a

native pine ceiling and ornate stained-

glass windows highlighting the

church's nave.

In 1954, the 54 members of the

Canton mission gathered with Bishop

Vincent S. Waters of Raleigh, Father
Newman and more than 20 other
priests during the dedication service.

The event had added significance for

one group of parishioners, who re-

ceived the sacrament of confirmation

during the Mass.

Like many churches in the Diocese
of Charlotte, Immaculate Conception
Church serves an ever-increasing His-

panic population. Before embarking on
a Spanish-immersion sabbatical in

Mexico in 2002-2003, Father C. Mor-
ris Boyd, then pastor of St. Francis of

Assisi Church in Franklin, drove to

Canton every Sunday for a year to

celebrate Hispanic Mass at Immacu-
late Conception Church.

Presently, Father Shawn O'Neal,

administrator of St. Joseph Church in

Bryson City and Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church in Cherokee, cel-

ebrates Mass in Spanish about once a

month for about 100 Hispanic wor-
shipers in Canton.

Immaculate Conception Church
celebrated its 25th anniversary in

1979 with a Mass concelebrated by
Bishop Michael J. Begley, the Diocese
of Charlotte's founding bishop, and a

dozen priests who had served the

area's Catholics.

More than 200 Anglo and His-

panic parishioners gathered at the

Colonial Theater in Canton to cel-

ebrate the church's 50th anniversary

June 6 with a special Mass
concelebrated by Bishop Peter J.

Jugis; Augustinian Father Dennis
McGowan, pastor of Immaculate
Conception Church and of St. John
the Evangelist Church in

Waynesville; retired Father James
Cahill, former pastor of St. Mary
Church in Sylva; and Father C. Mor-
ris Boyd, administrator of St. Frances

of Assisi Church in Jefferson and St.

Francis of Rome Church in Sparta.

Immaculate Conception Church
continues to maintain a close relation-

ship with St. John the Evangelist

Church. Father McGowan, pastor of

the two congregations, celebrates

Mass each Sunday in the Canton
church.

Registered membership in the

mountain mission has both declined

and swelled since those early years.

Retirees now make up a significant

percentage of today's parish and Mass
attendance goes up each summer as

Catholic visitors flock to the area to

take in Haywood County's cool moun-
tain air and slow-paced lifestyle.
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Bishops approve 2004 child

sex abuse policy audits

BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

DENVER — The U.S.

bishops have approved on-site

audits this year of all U.S. dio-

ceses and Eastern-rite

eparchies to monitor compli-

ance with child sex abuse pre-

vention policies.

The vote was 207-14 in

favor with one abstention, ac-

cording to a June 15 news re-

lease issued in Denver by the

U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops.

The vote was taken during

the bishops' June 14-19 closed-

door spring meeting, held this

year in a Denver suburb.

Kathleen McChesney, ex-

ecutive director of the bishops'

Office of Child and Youth Pro-

tection, which conducts the au-

dits, said the vote leaves

enough time to do the 2004

audits.

"Last year's audits began

at the end of June. This leaves

us approximately the same
amount of time," she said.

The hierarchy also di-

rected its all-lay National Re-

view Board to prepare, in con-

junction with the bishops' Ad
Hoc Committee on Sexual

Abuse, proposals for a study

See AUDITS, page 12

Guiding Christ

Photo Br Rev, Mr. Gerald Potka*

Bishop Peter J. Jugis carries the monstrance during a eucharistic

3rocession on the 10th anniversary of perpetual adoration at

'^aryfleld Chapel in High Point June 1 3. For more on this story and
other Corpus Christ! coverage, please see pages 8-9.

HELPING HANDS

Courtesy Photo bv Carol Rasmussen

Mark Sinclair, a parishioner of St. Aloysius Church in Hickory, helps repair a roof during the parish's

adult mission trip to western North Carolina June 6-11.

Parishioners build up homes,

hope in western N.C.
BY THEA SINCLAIR

Special to The Catholic
News & Herald

HICKORY — While
many parishes sponsor mis-

sion trips to far-away places

such as Jamaica, Mexico and

Africa, St. Aloysius Church
hosted its first adult mission

trip to the western borders of

the Diocese of Charlotte.

Seventeen parishioners

and Father Edward Sheridan,

pastor, spent June 6-1 1 assist-

ing people in Clay and

Cherokee counties.

"You don't need to leave

our state to find many people

who live in substandard hous-

ing," said Rev. Mr. Thomas
Rasmussen, permanent deacon

at St. Aloysius Church, who
helped organize the trip.

Ranging in age from 30 to

75, the group members
worked in two teams — one

team installed vinyl siding on

the home of a 75-year-oId

See MISSION, page 16

INCOME STATISTICS
(U.S. BUREAU OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS, 2000)

CHEROKEE COUNTY

POPULATION: 24,298

PER CAPITA INCOME: $19,193

CLAY COUNTY

POPULATION: 8,775

PER CAPITA INCOME: $22,057

NORTH CAROLINA

POPULATION: 8,049,313

PER CAPITA INCOME: $27,308
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'A great devotion'

Parishionerendows funds for

Sc.Joseph Church
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Culture Watch

Priests are happy, says book

I PAGES 10-11

Perspectives

Combating violence and

pom; Caring forrefugees

I PAGES 14-15
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own baci^yard

DEPARTING PRAYERS

CNS PHOTO BY Don Blake, The Dialog

Father Robert Cannon is one of two chaplains serving the U.S. military mortuary at

the Dover Ahr Force Base in Delaware. In the last 15 months, the facility has taken

in the remains of nearly 800 people — most of them U.S. soldiers who died in Iraq.

Chaplain says military

mortuary work deepens his

respect for life

DOVER AIR FORCE BASE,
Del. (CNS) — Father Robert Cannon
confronts "the face of evil" every day

as he prays over the remains of U.S.

military personnel being returned

from Iraq and ministers to mortuary
workers as they prepare those bodies

for a final trip home.

Amid the horrific results of war
that he sees, Father Cannon said he

maintains his mental and spiritual

health by approaching his work "as

a man of faith."

"It is very easy for anyone to recoil

fi-om the face of evil; I see the wounds of

war as part of the reflection of the evil of

our day and time," he said. "I confront

that with prayer, with Scripture."

The priest, 52, is a lieutenant colonel

and a reservist who was called to active

duty 18 months ago.

Father Cannon is the only Catholic

chaplain at the base's Charles C. Carson

Center for Mortuary Services, the De-

fense Department's only mortuary in the

continental United States.

The center handles remains of U.S.

troops from around the world. Over the

past 15 months most of those remains
— nearly 800 bodies — have come
from Iraq.

While Father Cannon deals with

death, he said his work has deepened his

re.spect for life.

"Life is a gift," said the priest, a con-

sultant to the U.S. Catholic bishops' pro-

life office. 'Tou understand how fleeting

life is and how precious it is."

Father Cannon views his ministry

as putting the spiritual works of mercy

into action, especially the admonition to

pray for the living and the dead. He said

it was his vocation to pray for those who
have died.

"And to pray for the families, that

the Lord's peace and consolation will

come upon them in their grieving, that

they can find some consolation and some
hope in the sacrifice that has been made
for our country, for peace in the world,"

he said.

Recently, Father Cannon's phone

rang — it was Base Operations, tell-

ing him that a plane with remains

would arrive in 25 minutes. As he got

up and prepared to start the cycle

again, to board a plane and pray over

the remains of dead soldiers, he of-

fered a final tribute.

"It is an absolute honor and a sacred

privilege to serve our men and women
who are defending our freedoms, and to

contribute a little something back to

them for the freedoms I enjoy," he said.

"To be able to worship freely in this

country comes at a cost. I am grateful to

those in the past and present who defend

my freedom to worship freely."

Conference lauds women religious' role

in fighting human trafficking
ROME (CNS) — The Catholic

Church and especially women religious

are playing a crucial role in the global

battle against human trafficking, said

participants in a June 1 7 conference spon-

sored by the U.S. Embassy to Holy See.

Between 600,000 and 2 million

people each year are smuggled across

international borders as cheap labor, sex

workers, child soldiers and organ do-

nors, according to the International Or-

ganization for Migration. A dispropor-

tionate number of victims are women
and children, the organization said.

Religious orders offer "spiritual, ma-
terial and social support to victims of

human trafficking, whose psychological

and physical health has been jeopardized"

by the experience, said Stefano Volpicelli

of the organization's Rome bureau.

"Religious play an important role" in

exposing trafficking networks, protect-

ing victims' rights and giving victims a

way out of forced labor, Volpicelli said.

Diocesan,
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE
^

SWANNANOA — St. Margaret Mary
Church, 102 Andrew Place, offers Adoration

oftlie Blessed Sacrament on the first Friday of

each month following the 12 p.m. Mas.s with

Benediction at 5 p.m. For information call

(828) 686-8833,

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Adoration of tlie Blessed

Sacrament is offered in the chapel of St. Mat-

thew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy., each Friday following the 9 a.m. Mass

until Saturday at 9 a.m. Adorers are needed,

particularly during the hours of midnight-6

a.m. For more information, call Charles and

Bernice Kish at (704) 8 46-7387.

HUNTERSVILLE — Elizabeth Ministry is

forming a group at St. Mark Church, 14740

Stumptown Rd. Elizabeth Ministry offers

confidential, one-to-one contact, information,

comfort and healing for women who have ex-

perienced miscarriage, stillbirth or early in.-

fant death. Please call Sandy Buck at (704)

948-4.'587 for more information.

CHARLOTTE — Fun and Fitness after 50

classes are being offered at St. Gabriel

Church, 3016 Providence Rd. This program

of gentle exercise promotes joint flexibility

and muscle strength. Registration is not nec-

essary. For more information, call Maureen

Benfield at (704) 362-5047, ext. 221.

CHARLOTTE — Perpetual Adoration of the

Volpicelli works with religious su-|

periors in training nuns who alreadyl

have had experience in social work and
human trafficking.

Italian Sister Eugenia Bonetti, who
was honored recently by the U.S. State

Department for her work in the fight

against trafficking of sex workers, said

men religious felt uneasy talking about

an issue that mostly affects women.
"They don't feel they can get in-

volved because they have ideas that this

is a woman's problem," said Sister

Bonetti. "But instead it is a man's prob-

lem, too ... trafficking in human beings is

destro3Ting families," she said.

"It's logical bishops' conferences or

other faith-based religious structures

should be involved" in the battle, said

Sister Mary Ellen Dougherty, a School

Sister ofNotre Dame and project admin-

istrator for the U.S. bishops' Migration

and Refugee Services grant on human
trafficking.

I
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Blessed Sacrament is available for all members of

the clergy and laity in the Diocese ofCharlotte

at St. Gabriel Church, 30 16 Providence Rd. Any
parishioner interested in the Apostolate and

who would like to make a firm commitment to

adoration for one hour a week is welcome to join

the Perpetual Adoration Society. For details,

call Kathleen at (704) 366-5 1 27 or e-mail Terri

at terridugan@earthlink.com.

CHARLOTTE— The Happy Timers ofSt. Ann
Church meet the first Wednesday ofeach month

with a luncheon and prograin at 1 p.m. in the

parish activity center, 3635 Park Rd. All adult.'-

age 55 and older are welcome. For more infor-

mation, call Charles Nesto at (704) 398-0879.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — Jim McCuilough, directoi

of faith formation ofOur Lady ofGrace Church

2205 W. Market St., will present "Key to tk

Scriptures," a new way to read the Bible wit!

understanding. Classes will meet Tuesdays 7-i

p.m. in the library. To register, leave youi

name, address and phone number with Mary-

Ann DipPaola at (336) 274-6520, ext. 33.

GREENSBORO — Notre Dame Catholic Higi

School is planning an alumni reunion for Aug

14, 2004. For more information, call Nichola;

Schnyder at (336) 333-3456 or e-mai

nicholas.schnyder@bellsoutli.net.-

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mar;

Church, 512 Montlieu Ave., offers free "Gentli

F/<n«i" classes Wednesdays and Fridays, 1:30! '"'^

2:30 p.m. The classes are structured to the fit:

ness levels of seniors and anyone wanting low

impact aerobic workout. For more information

call Deana CoUis at (336) 885-7029.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope: God is refuge, especially

in times of danger and fear
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — God

is always with us to help us, espe-

cially at times of great danger or fear,

said Pope John Paul II at his weekly

general audience.

The pope focused his catechesis June

16 on Psalm 46, which he said "ex-

presses an indestructible faith in God
who 'is our reflige and our strength, an

ever-present help' in our distress."

The psalm celebrates the city of

Jerusalem as "the city of God, 'the holy

place where the most high dwells,'" he said.

It is God's presence there that reaf-

firms the psalmist's conviction that de-

spite any chaos or trouble, "Jerusalem

'will not be disturbed; God will help it,'"

the pope said.

"Despite the turmoU which makes

peoples shudder and kingdoms totter,

the faithful find in Zion the peace and

serenity that come from communion

ASHEBORO — Franciscan Father Jude

Winkler will spyeak on Negative Gifts in\y 26 at

9:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. .lo.seph Church, 512

W. Wainman St. We think ofgifts as our talents,

our best qualities and the best times, but more
often it is our struggles, both those within our-

selves and the difficult circumstances of our

lives, that bring us closer to God. We learn to

see these struggles as gifts and allow God to use

even our weakness. Father Jude has written

hundreds ofarticles and books on Sacred Scrip-

ture for adults and children. He conducts mis-

sions and retreats throughout the U.S. and

Europe. Call (.S.'3f>) 629-022 1 or email

stjoe@triad.rr.com for more information.

HICKORY VICARIATE

LENOIR— Sumimr Faith Formation Catechesis

will be offered each Sunday, 10:20-10:50 in the

school building of St. Francis of Assisi Church,

S28-B Woodsway Ln. NW. There will be an

opportunity for discussion of the day's Go.spel.

All are invited to share their thoughts. For more
information, call the church office at

(828) 75-1-5281.

NEWTON — A Pastoral Care Training pro-

gram will be offered July 24, 10 a.m.-2:.'30 p.m. at

St. .Joseph Church, 720 W. 13th St. The pro-

gram is designed to train parish volunteers to

provide pastoral care to the elderly in a variety

of facilities. Volunteers will be exposed to the

following concepts: parish ministry, eucharistic

ministry, senior sensitivity and confidentiality/

compliance/consistency. Deadline for registra-

tion is July 20. Call Sandra Breakfield at (704)

370-3220 or Kathy Mott at (828) 322-2397 to

register.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

SALISBURY — Our Lady Rosary Makers of

Sacred Heart Church, 128 N. Fulton St., are

making cord rosaries for the missions and the

military. The group meets the first Tuesday of

each month in the church office conference room,

10-11 a.m. For more information, call Cathy
Yochim at (704) 636-6857 or Joan Kaczmarezyk

at (704) 797-8405.

with God," he said.

The pope read only a small portion

of his one-and-a-half-page catechesis to

the more than 10,000 pilgrims gathered

in St. Peter's Square.

With God, wars end in peace and

"wartime instruments of death turn into

tools for the development of mankind,"

he wrote.

'The Lord from his throne in Zion

intervenes with great vigor against wars

and establishes the peace that all people

long for," the pope said.

The Christian tradition then turns

to Christ as "our peace and liberator

from evil through his death and resur-

rection," the pope said.

At the end of the audience, the pope

gave his greetings in eight different lan-

guages and spent more than an hour

offering his blessings to the long line of

people who came to greet him.

CONCORD — Discover how beautiful

God's plan for marriage really is! Natural

Family Planning classes are being ofiered at

St. James Church, 25 1 Union St., Tuesdays at

6:30 p.m. Learn a natural method that is just

as effective as the Pill and is in accord with

Catholic teaching. Contact Susan Chaney at

(704) 720-0772 for more information or

e-mail questions to sujo94@aol.com.

MOORESVILLE — A Support Group for

Parents IVho Have Lost a Child of any age

meets the .second Monday ofeach month at 7

p.m. at St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley

School Rd. We draw strength from others'

experience of loss and grief For more infor-

mation, call Joy at (704) 664-3992.

MOORESVILLE— Seniors ages 55 and up

are invited to St. Therese Church, 217

Brawley School Rd., the second Saturday of

each month following the 5:30 Mass for .S'^-

nior Games Night, featuring games and a pot-

luck dinner. Call Barbara Daigler at (704)

662-9752 for details.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

HAYESVILLE— The Cherokee and Catholics

conversation will continue July 20 at Immacu-
late Heart ofMary Church, U.S. Highway 64

West. Tribal archeologist Russ Townsend
will discuss the history of the Cherokee. For

more information, call the church office at

(828) 837-2000 or (828) 389-3758.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

CLEMMONS— Holy Family Church, 4820

Kinnamon Rd., offers Eucharistic Adoration

every Wednesday. Exposition begins at 6

p.m. and Benediction is at 9 p.m.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event? Please submit notices for the

Diocesan Planner at least 15 days prior to

the event date In writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704)370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

June 27

Mortfi Carolina Black Catholic Conference

Greensboro

July 5-8

Meeting of the bishops of the Atlanta province

Atlanta, Ga.

Pope urges people to give 'gift of

life' and donate blood
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II urged people worldwide
to give "a gift of life" and donate

blood.

At the end of his Angelus prayer

June 13, the pope said blood donors

perform an act of "great moral and
civic value."

"Donating one's own blood vol-

untarily and without compensation is

a gesture of great moral and civic

value," he said. "It's a gift for life."

"May blood donors, to whom all

are grateful, increase in every part of

the world," he said.

The pope made special mention
that June 14 marked World Blood
Donor Day — an event organized in

part by the World Health Organiza-

tion, the International Federation of

Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

and world blood donor organizations.

A large majority of the world's

people have no access to safe blood

supplies, according to the World
Blood Donor Day Web site. Of the

millions of units of blood donated ev-

ery year, 38 percent of them are col-

lected in developing countries where
more than 80 percent of the world

population lives, it said.

World Blood Donor Day is meant
to pay tribute to the anonymous do-

nors who give blood voluntarily and
with no compensation. According to

the Web site, voluntary unpaid blood

donors offer the safest blood supplies

as they have shown to be less likely to

carry potentially life-threatening vi-

ruses such as HIV and hepatitis.

Cruz-ing toward Athens

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Brazilian Olympian Joaquim Cruz poses with the Olympic torch atop Corcovado

Mountain in front of Brazil's famous "Christ the Redeemer" statue June 13 in

Rio de Janeiro. The Olympic torch relay made its 10th stop in the Brazilian city

while crossing through five continents en route to the 2004 summer games in

Athens Aug. 13-29. Cruz won the gold medal in the 800-meter run at the 1984
Los Angeles games.

DIOCESAN REQUIREMENTS FOR REPORTING MINISTRY-RELATED

SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR

1. Any individual having actual knowledge of or reasonable cause to suspect an

incident of ministry-related sexual abuse is to immediately report the incident to the

Chancery.

2. The Chancery will then report the incident to the proper civil authorities. The
individual reporting the incident to the Chancery will be notified of the particulars

regarding the Chancery's filing of the incident with civil authorities.

3. This reporting requirement is not intended to supersede the right of an individual to

make a report to civil authority, but is to ensure proper, complete and timely reporting.

Should an individual choose to make a report to civil authority, a report is still to be

made to the Chancery.
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NCCC presents service award to

Greensboro parishioner

JOHNSON EXEMPLIFIES
DIVERSITY, RICHNESS
OF COUNCIL

GREENSBORO — The North
Carolina Council of Churches presented

a distinguished service award to Bridget

Brown Johnson, a parishioner of St. Paul

the Apostle Church.

Given in recognition of an excep-

tional and extended record of service to

the council, the award was presented at

the council's house of delegates' annual

meeting in Greensboro. Johnson and fel-

low former council president Rev. Joseph

Brown, pastor of the AME Zion Church

in Wilmington, were honored with the

award.

"I'm glad that we can recognize

Bridget and Joe together. They embody
many of the diversities that contribute to

the richness of the N.C. Council of

Churches — differences in church, race,

gender, geography, even in leadership

styles," said George Reed, the council's

executive director.

"They have in common a strong

personal faith, a deep commitment to the

CouncU's work for Christian wholeness.

and a rich longing for justice — racial

justice, economic justice, gender justice,"

said Reed.

Johnson served as president from

1999 to 2001. Her service included

work with the Caring Program for Chil-

dren, which was a precursor to the

state's Health Choice program, and ser-

vice on the Equal Rights Amendment
Committee and on the advisory board

for Jubilee. She worked for several years

for Catholic Social Services in Greens-

boro.

Previous recipients of the award in-

clude Father George Kloster, pastor of

St. William Church in Murphy and Im-

maculate Heart of Mary Church in

Hayesville; and Christian Community
Sister Evelyn Mattern, founder of the

Diocese of Raleigh's Peace and Justice

Department.

The North Carolina Council of

Churches is a statewide organization

representing 15 Christian denomina-
tions and committed to the twin goals of

ecumenism and social justice. More than

1.5 million North Carolinians are mem-
bers of congregations under the

Council's umbrella.

Leading catechesis

Photos by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkav

Franciscan Sister Bernadette Svatos, northern region coordinator of diocesan faith

formation, hands out materials during a parish catechetical leaders' meeting at

the Franciscan Center in Greensboro June 10.

ST. JOSEPH VI ETNAMESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
MAY 02, 2004 RAff EE RESULTS

GRAND PRIZE: 085522
1ST PRIZE: 15803
2ND PRIZE: 10276
3RD PRIZE: 12629

FOR INFO: (704) 504-0907

10 GOOD LUCK PRIZES ARE:
02732.095180,14639
07982, 058088, 092994
085534. 065721, 07865

03158

Painting on Pentecost

Courtesy Photo by Father Ioseph Maq

A boy patiently waits while his face is painted at Asheboro's Frazier Park during St.

Joseph Church's annual picnic May 30. Almost 650 people attended the parish's

7th annual bilingual Mass for Pentecost and picnic, which featured multicultura

food, music, games and face painting. The event, designed to bring the English-

and Spanish-speaking cultures together, is staffed by the parish Knights of Columbus

council, the Hispanic youth group and other parish volunteers.

WATERFORD FINANCIAL SERVICES

Do you need a loan with
— NO closing costs or
— NO mortgage Insurance

We'll also help you with:

• 100% purchase programs

• 100% refinance programs

• Debt consolidation

• Home equity lines of credit

> Good credit or bad credit

FREE, NO OBLIGATION analysis!

Mike Eller

888-457-1219
eller@waterfordmortgageinc.com

itti

wti

SAFETY MEDICAL
ALERT SYSTEMS

Are You or a Loved One Living Alone?
ResponseUnk is your answer for enhanced independence and safety!

y^'jL.-, * 24-hour emergency &
ReSpOn^p£llif/C non-emergency

Cnhaimitg Vom Sifely- [muring Ytuir IndependejKe State-Of'the-art SyStSm

medication/health reminders

lightweight, waterproof wrist

or neck pendant

Local offices open 24 hours a day to assist your immediate needs.

Local owners are parishioners of St. Mark Catholic Church, Huntersville. NC

(704) 875-8473 1-877-333-8866 TOLL FREE
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Outstanding outside the classroom
Charlotte Catholic students serve homeless, special-needs athletes

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Students at

Charlotte Catholic High School spend

hours in the classroom, on athletic

fields and at extracurricular activi-

ties. They also spend hours helping

their fellow Charlotteans in a variety

of ways.

Throughout the winter months,

students work the first and second

Tuesdays of each month at Charlotte's

Emergency Winter Shelter.

Since 1981, Emergency Winter
Shelter (EWS) has operated from De-
cember through March, serving as the

overflow from the Uptown Men's Shel-

ter on North Tryon St. As many as

1,400 men receive food and shelter at

the EWS each winter.

"The students are our main
workforce (of the volunteers ft-om St.

Patrick Church)," said Dick Kelly, a pa-

ishioner of St. Patrick Church and
volunteer at the shelter. "They have a

;trong Christian faith and devotion to

his work."

The students work serving food,

2ntering identification information into

the computer for recording purposes,

distributing blankets and other miscel-

laneous duties.

'These students should be praised

or all their good work," he said. "Work-
ng with these young people has been,

ind I hope will continue to be, the great-

st satisfaction of my life."

In addition to their on-going work
it the shelter, 75 students spent the first

hree days of their summer vacation

olunteering at the Special Olympics
\thletic Retreat (Camp SOAR), held at

he Jewish Community Center in south

"harlotte June 9-11.

More than 180 athletes of all ages

jarticipated in the fourth annual SOAR
^ames. The event gives people with spe-

SOAR campers and volunteers, many of

whom are students at Charlotte Catholic

High School, enjoy a dance to conclude

the fourth annual Camp SOAR at the

Jewish Community Center in Charlotte.

cial needs an opportunity to try activi-

ties they don't normally participate in

during Special Olympics games, in-

cluding golf, tae kwon do and horse-

back riding. Participants also enjoyed

cheerleading, arts and crafts and bingo.

A dance for athletes and volunteers con-

cluded the days' festivities.

The camp also emphasizes that all

participants are winners, regardless of

how fast they run a race.

Camp SOAR is the dream and vi-

sion of Bob Bowler, Special Olympics

volunteer, coach and "jack-of-all-trades"

Courtesy photo by Ai Tinson

A Camp SOAR athlete and volunteer share an enthusiastic "high five" during the

three-day event designed to expose Special Olympics athletes to a variety of sports

and activities.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecarc.

You'U interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers arc thoroughly screened. nr\A c ac\ Ar\A r\/U4-d4v-4UiU
VUitin^ Angels.^^

E-ma\\ us at Jill. Stewart@ VisiiingAngels.com

for more than 20 years.

"(The athletes) deserve a camp of

their own, and they deserve to be the

stars of the camp and have a good time,

meet new friends, meet new families,"

said Bowler.

Some of those "new friends" were

the volunteers from Charlotte Catholic

High School.

"At first I was really nervous, but

over the days, I had a lot of fun," said

Chris Needham, a rising sophomore.

"It was a great experience to help

other kids," said Megan Reynolds, a

rismg senior.

. "All of our volunteers were terrific

this year and the more than 50 students

from Charlotte Catholic ... they not only

had a great experience but were a credit

to their school with the exemplary way
they pitched in to do whatever needed

to be done," said Al Tinson, media rela-

tions volunteer for Special Olympics

Mecklenburg County.

Cotitad Staff" Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

SMITH & SMITH, PA
Timothy M. Smith, Attorney Jacquelyn A. Smith, Attorney

Members of St. Mark 's Church

EXPERIENCED
CRIMINAL LAW

AGGRESSIVE
PERSONAL INJURY

CARING
NO FEE UNTIL WE
WIN ON PI CASES

FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION
convenient free parking

10% off attorneyfee—10% of net fee donated to Catholic Social Services Food Pantry

704-331-3092 www.smithandsmithpa.com 900 Baxter St., Suite 109, Charlotte

Traffic Tickets (Meek, only)

DWI
Expunctions

Felonies & Misdemeanors

Auto Accident

worl<ers' Compensation
wrongful Death

Whiplash - Back, Neck, Head injuries

ONE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"A gorgeous work...AN ILLUMINATING, REVELATORY BOOK.

"

—Basil Sharp, Author of The Adventure of Being Human

To order, mail check or money order (no credit cards) to:

Pilgrim Publishing. P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte. NC 28277
$13.95
plus $2.50 shipping
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Students enriched by unusual pen pal
Long-haul trucker sends cards, letters to OurLady ofMercy School

WINSTON-SALEM — Fourth-

graders at Our Lady of Mercy School

have been "traveling" the highways and

byways of the United States without

leaving the classroom.

The class has been corresponding

with Lee Tibbets, a truck driver, as part

of the Wal-Mart Trucker Buddy Pro-

gram for the last five years.

Tibbets, also known as "Lost Navi-

gator" over citizens band (CB) radio, has

sent more than 100 postcards and letters

to the fourth-graders, allowing them to

track his travels throughout the coun-

try. On several occasions, Tibbets has

driven to the school to visit the class.

Barb Burke, fourth-grade teacher,

said the pen pal experience has enriched

the lives of her students by not only

allowing them to see the world as a long-

haul trucker, but by opening the eyes of

the students "to the immense size of the

United States."

"He has been very dedicated to the

children," said Burke. "He has been very

influential in broadening the students'

horizons."

Burke said Tibbetts recently joined

the -National Guard and may be joining

the U.S. Armed Forces in the Middle

East. The class with stay in touch with

him and pray for him, she said.

Out and about

Courtesy Photo

Third-graders from St. Gabriel School in Charlotte enjoy a walking tour of downtown

Matthews May 25. The students visited the library, government center, Post Office,

community center, a hardware store and then picnicked In Stumptown Park.

Advertisement

Two Indiana Priests Host

Rose Parade
& Las Vegas Tour

Join your Spiritual Directors Father Donald Eder, pastor of St. Patrick Roman Catholic Church in Oxford,

Indiana and Monsignor Fred Potthoff from Lafayette, Indiana, on this ever-popular 'Your Man' Tours

Rose Parade Golden West Vacation. Get away from the colder weather during the first week in

January, avoid the post holiday blahs, and enjoy the best New Years Eve and New Years Day you

have had in years! Included is six nights in Los Angeles; three nights in Las Vegas, Nevada on the strip;

ENJOY RESERVED GRANDSTAND SEATS AT THE ROSE PARADE; YMTs city tour of L.A.

including Hollywood and Beverly Hills, Calico Ghost Town; baggage handling, hotel transfers and

optional sightseeing tours including the "Pageant of Christmas" at the Crystal Cathedral in Garden

Grove, California. You have seen the parade on TV for years; now see the excitement and hoopla

of the most famous parade in America live and up close! The sights, the sounds, and especially the

smells all make being there truly spectacular. As a bonus, enjoy three nights in the entertainment

capital of the world, exciting Las Vegas, Nevada. You will not believe how it has changed in the last

several years, making Las Vegas one of the fastest growing cities in America. Your price, including

taxes and airfare from Baltimore or Charlotte, NC, is only $1348 (per person, double occupancy).

Friends and family are welcome, $100 deposits are now due.

For information, brochure, and Fathers' letter call today:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626
Providing Carefree Vacations Since 1967!

Graduation blessing

Courtesy Photi

Eighth-graders offer a blessing to their parents during a graduation awards assembly

at Our Lady of Grace School In Greensboro June 2. Members of the graduating das;

were: Tiffany Ngoc Diem Bui, Lloyd Cheek III, John Cochran, John Curnes, Brenm
Currie, Mary Donahue, Leiand Evans, Ryan Farrlngton, Delia Farthing, Leslee Villalu;

Flores, Tyler Frankenberg, Lauren Hill, Heather Hofmann, Melissa Home, Christophe

Jackson, Andrew Justice, Benjamin KIrby, Kyle Kraslcky, Alexandra Leonard, Jonathat

Leonard, Laura Luempert, Tracy Martin, Christina McDonald, Kelly McGee, Elli

Merrill, Neil Miller, Mary Mooney, Travis Murphy, Bruce Murray, Jordan Nunez

Patrick Oechsli, Ashley Chinasa Oha, Kenneth Pagliei, Valentiria Pavone, Jose Ricard<i

Ruiz-Hernandez, Mariamme Sadri, William Scott Jr., Conner Sherwood, Corinne Smith!

Bryan Spencer, Daniel SpottI, John Valitutto and Samuel Wharton. 1

JJw J'Aanid&can CfmJteA
Catholic Gift & Book Store

Over 700 Book Titles, plus Bibles, Rosaries, Statues,

Medals, Tapes, CD, Plaques, & much, much more!

Hours: 9am -5pm Monday - Friday

(336)273-2554 fax (336) 273-2441 233 N. Greene St. Greenshrrro, NC 27401

©Husqvarna viking
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE

* Adult and youth classes * Notions, software, threads and moret

* Fabrics galore! * Easy financing!
^

* Repairs -all makes and models
|

Sharing the Joys of Sewing
Winston-Salem Greensboro

336-766-8271 336-834-0230
1329 Lewisviile-Clemmons Rd. 4604 W. Market St.

www.sewinglyyours.com cnh

I

i
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'A great devotion'
Parishionerendows Rinds

forStJoseph Church

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

NEWTON — Charles Harold
Carpenter was a self-described "true

Southern gentleman."

Many who knew Carpenter, a pa-

rishioner of St. Joseph Church in

Newton before his death on June 4,

2003, adored him.

"He was the last of the aristoc-

racy," said Denny Schell, a fellow pa-

rishioner and friend.

Descendant of a pioneer family in

Lincoln County, Carpenter had an-

cestors who participated in both the

Revolutionary and Civil wars. As
such, the former professor in higher

education had a great love of and
respect for history — he was ^ mem-
ber of Sons of the Revolution, Sons of

the Confederacy, Organization of

American Historians and Catawba
County Historical Association,

among others.

Born in 1924 and a lifelong bach-

elor. Carpenter converted to Catholi-

cism at age 70 at an Easter Vigil

Mass in 1994. It was then that his

love of Catholicism truly began to

blossom.

"He had a great devotion to the

Blessed Mother and the rosary," said

Schell.

It was Carpenter who was instru-

BUYING a
Home?
Want a

REBATE from
your REALTOR?

(704] 321-2859

. Deer Park Realty

\Sky www.deerparkrealty.net
Voir FiJt Service Real Eiate Firm for the Corollnai

mental in establishing a monthly ro-

sary service after the Sunday Mass.

"He initiated it before I came to

St. Joseph and even though he's gone,

it still continues today," said Father

Jim Collins, pastor. "He was a great

motivator, and he will definitely be

missed because he made his presence

very known."

Carpenter also served as a lay

minister, a Prime Timer (seniors

group) and as a greeter in the parish.

"He took his role as greeter at St.

Joseph very seriously," noted Schell.

Carpenter also supported numer-
ous Catholic organizations, including

the Catholic League for Religious and

Civil Rights, the Legion of Christ in

America, the Church of St. John in

New York City, the Salesian Mis-
sions of the World and the Society of

St. Jude (his patron saint).

Carpenter's love of his church
motivated him to continue assisting it

after his death.

"In his will, he instructed that

$200,000 of his assets be used to set

up a trust for the benefit of St. Joseph

Church," said Schell, whom Carpen-

ter named executor of his will.

"The endowment was very gener-

ous," said Father Collins. "I never ex-

pected it. I was very surprised."

"He lived in a humble home and
drove a simple car," said Schell. "The
only sign of his being well-to-do was
his generosity."

The Alma Mae Hoover Carpenter

and Charles Harold Carpenter En-
dowment Fund for the Benefit of St.

Joseph Parish was soon established

through the Foundation for the Dio-
cese of Charlotte.

The endowment was named after

both Carpenter and his mother. Alma
Mae, who died in 1995. The

anic

istems
LLC

flwit lieilMi C*n: «r Inlc^leJ Teat Man^iCMent

Call 70+-5!K-?727 today

Wc care foryour environment nabjrally!

Please pray for the

following priest who
died during the month
ofJuly

Rep. Bertrand Pattison

1992

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus

endowment's name "was his way to

honor his mother," said Schell.

An endowment is a permanent
fund placed in the diocesan founda-

tion that earns income over time. The
original amount is not spent, but the

income can be used in a manner
stipulated in a person's estate plan or

in an endowment agreement, accord-

ing to Jim Kelley, foundation director.

Currently, the diocesan founda-

tion has 118 endowments.
The Carpenter endowment will

assist in the general, non-budgeted
needs of the parish, said Schell.

"We hope to use proceeds from
the endowment for things like re-

pairs, maintenance or other non-bud-

geted items, or for outreach programs
to help the community," said Father

Collins.

"Anyone from the parish can con-

tribute to the endowment, and
thereby continue to give perpetually

to the needs of the parish," said Schell.

The foundation is a non-profit or-

ganization established to provide en-

dowments for the Diocese of Char-

lotte and its parishes, schools, agen-

cies and organizations.

People in the diocese are giving

not only of their current income, said

Kelley, but more and more people are

taking another step in stewardship

by giving their cumulative assets to

take care of the church.

Carpenter's endowment will con-

tinue to take care of St. Joseph
Church for a long time to come.

"He left his mark on the church,

and we will not be able to forget him,"

said Father Collins.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kem urray@charlottediocese.org.

ENDOWMENTS AND PLANNED GIVING

In addition to a bequest in a will— in which

you can stipulate that the diocesan founda-

tion or named endowment receives a spe-

cific amount, a percentage of your estate,

or remainder after other bequests are filled

— there are five other primary ways to

donate an endowment to the diocese, ac-

cording to Gina Rhodes, diocesan director

of planned giving. They are:

— Gifts of cash, securities or real estate.

— Gifts of life insurance, which allow you to

make a gift that might be larger than if you

were to give an asset outright. You can

donate a paid policy that you already own

or you can purchase a policy to donate.

— Life income arrangements, which allow

you to make a gift during your lifetime while

retaining and even increasing your income

from those assets for the remainder of your

life. These include trusts and charitable gift

annuities.

— Gifts from retirement plans, which you

can designate your endowment as the re-

mainder beneficiary of an IRA, 401 K, or

annuity to receive what is left in your retire-

ment plan after your death.

—Agift of life estate in real property, which

allows you to enjoy your home or vacation

property during your lifetime, while giving

you the satisfaction of knowing your church

will benefit from the gift after your death.

To learn more about planned

giving or to set up an endowment, callJim

Kelley at (704) 370-3301 or e-mail

jkkelley@charlottediocese.org, or Gina

Rhodes at (704) 370-3320 or e-mail

gmrhodes@charlottediocese.org.

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at fiome that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship
• Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping

• IVIeal preparation •IWIedication reminders
SiNIOIt CARE*

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

TOLL FREE: 877-713-2445 Bonded - Insured - Trained
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A decade of devotion
Ten years ofperpetualadoration celebrated

atMaryReldChapel

BY REV MR. GERALD POTKAY
CORRESPONDENT

HIGH POINT— The feast of Cor-

pus Christi, tliis year celebrated June 13,

marked the 10th consecutive year of per-

petual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

in Maryfield Chapel at Pennybyrn at

Marytield, a continuing care retirement

community founded by the Sisters of the

Poor Serx ants of the Mother of God.

"It is truly unbelievable that 10

years have passed since perpetual adora-

tion started here at Maryfield," said Sis-

ter Lucy Hennessy, chiefexecutive officer

of Maryfield Inc.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis celebrated

Mass in honor of the feast of Corpus

Christi and the anniversary of perpetual

adoration in the Maryfield Chapel.

Perpetual adoration is a practice in

some parishes and religious communi-
ties ofexposing the Eucharist 24 hours a

day in a chapel for continuous adoration.

Communities that establish perpetual

adoration of the Blessed Sacrament are

expected to assure that there is always

someone present in prayer before the

exposed Eucharist.

The sisters, staff and residents of

Pennyburn at Maryfield and laity fi-om

the Triad area spend at least 720 hours

per month in sUent prayer and devotion

to Jesus, who is present in the Eucharist.

The volunteers are present both day and

night, including the early hours of the

morning.

"Perpetual adoration has drawn
people fi-om the surrounding Triad area

to greater prayer life," said Sister

Hennessy.

"Adoration has been a blessing to

Maryfield. People have opened up to the

spiritual side of what we have to offer,"

she said. "Maryfield is more than a care

center. It is, more importantly, a prayer

center."

'The body and blood of Christ is,

indeed, the center of the Catholic faith,"

said Bishop Jugis. 'That is why the tab-

ernacle (the repository for the Eucharist)

is placed in a prominent place in the

church."

The bishop said the Eucharist was

bom out ofJesus' suffering and death, and

Mary's Garden
Catholic Books and Gifts

Books and special gifts

for ALL occasions!!

704-823-7244
866-823-7244

Tues - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm
3816 South New Hope Rd - Gastonia

(New Hope Small Business Center - Unit #27)

5 miles south of 1-85 - Exit 20

it is the living memorial to his sacrifice.

"This is my body' connects the sac-

rifice with the words 'which is given up

for you,'" said Bishop Jugis. '"This is my
blood' connects the sacrifice with the

words 'which will be shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins.'"

"Jesus wanted all of his followers

from then (the Last Supper) until the

end of the world to share his sacrifice.

Through the Eucharist, we are all

present at the cross," he said.

The paschal mystery is the mystery

of Jesus' death and resurrection, said

Bishop Jugis.

"Jesus said, 'He who eats my body

and drinks'my blood has eternal life.' This

shows that eternal life begins now," said

the bishop, "yet it comes to fullness on the

last day at the Resurrection. Through the

Eucharist, we look forward to the fialfill-

ment of the promise of eternal glory."

After the Mass, Bishop Jugis led a

eucharistic procession around the

facility's rose garden. He was accompa-

nied by Rev. Mr. Joseph Smith, perma-

nent deacon at Immaculate Heart of

Mary Church in High Point; Rev. Mr.

David King, permanent deacon at

Pennyburn at Maryfield; Msgr. Joseph

Showfety, retired; Father Robert Ferris,

pastor of St. Benedict Church in Greens-

boro; Father Andrew Lasko, retired; Fa-

ther Patrick Gavigan, retired; Father Jo-

seph Kelleher, retired; Father Francis

O'Rourke, pastor of Our Lady of Grace

Church in Greensboro; and Father

Jonathan Hanic, parochial vicar at St. Leo

the Great Church in Winston-Salem.

Following the procession was a

blessing of the sick and infirm, as well as

a Benediction, a service consisting of

prayers and h3Tiins with the Eucharist

displayed.

Contact Correspondent Rev. Mr.
Gerald Potkay at (336) 427-8218 or e-

mail gpotkay@triad.rr.com.
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Steven Kuzima
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Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

Bishop Peter J. lugis blesses residents of Pennybyrn at Maryfield during the 10th

anniversary celebration of perpetual adoration at Maryfield Chapel In High Point

June 13.

Pope announcesyeardedicated

to the Eucharist for2004-2005
YEARLONG DEDICATION FOR FAITHFUL TO 'START AFRESH FROM CHRIST

ROME — Pope John Paul II an-

nounced a special year dedicated to the

Eucharist, saying the church needs to

highlight its importance for spiritual life

and missionary tasks of the 21st century.

The eucharistic year will begin with

the International Eucharistic Congress

in Guadalajara, Mexico, this Oct. 10-17

and will end with the Synod of Bishops

on the Eucharist in Rome Oct. 2-29,

2005.

The pope made the announcement

June 10, the feast ofthe Body and Blood of

Christ, during a Mass at the Rome Ba-

sUica of St. John Lateran. Afterward he led

a traditional eucharistic procession

through the streets ofRome, while seated

in the back of a modified flatbed truck.

The pope last year wrote an encycli-

cal on the Eucharist, emphasizing its

centrality for every aspect of church life.

At the Rome Mass, he said there

was a close connection between the Eu-
charist and announcing Christ. To enter

into communion with Christ in the Eu-
charist means becoming missionaries of

the message of his sacrifice, he said.

"All those who come worthily . for

nourishment at his table become living

instruments of his presence of love,

mercy and peace," he said.

At his noon blessing June 13, the

pope said the eucharistic year was part

of a pastoral project for the whole
church, in which he was inviting the

faithful to "start afresh fi-om Christ."

A better understanding of Christ's

presence in the Eucharist will lead to a

better prayer life, which in turn will fa-

vor evangelization, the pope said.

^^The Catholic
=: =f Conference
\l I Center

www.cathoiicconference.org

1 551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

jnfo@catholicconference,org
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Courtesy Photos by Tom Stocker

Billy Stocker leads the eucharistic procession to the Abbey Basilica during the

diocesan Corpus Christ! celebration at Belmont Abbey College June 12.

Eucharist unites Christians

to Jesus, says bishop
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

BELMONT— Youth from around

the diocese and as far away as Lexing-

ton, N.C., learned they all make up the

body of Christ.

The diocesan offices of youth minis-

try, campus ministry, young adult min-

istry and Hispanic youth and young
adult ministry sponsored a Corpus
Christi celebration at Belmont Abbey
College June 1 2.

More than 100 youths participated

in the bilingual celebration, which fea-

tured a keynote address from Bishop

Peter J. Jugis, workshops in English and

Spanish, games, a eucharistic procession

and a Benediction.

During the opening prayer, partici-

pants brought together pieces of a banner

to form a giant image ofJesus. The banner

was then displayed on the gymnasium
wall as Bishop Jugis gave his address.

The bishop said he was delighted to.

attend the event, "especially considering

the beautiful theme we have chosen for

the day — Corpus Christi."

'The body and blood of Christ is the

center of our lives as Catholics," said

Bishop Jugis. "It is the center of the life of

our parishes. Even physically speaking,

the tabernacle is placed at a prominent

place in the church where the body of the

Lord is reserved for adoration."

The bishop said it was Jesus who
made the Eucharist the center of the

church's life.

"He told the Apostles at the Last Sup-

per, 'Do this in remembrance of me,' and

in that way indicated that he wanted this

sacred rite to be the principal worship of

his church," said Bishop Jugis.

"Here, in the sacrament, his real

presence remains in the church in a

physical, tangible, substantial way —
Jesus remaining in his church all days

until the end of time, uniting all of us in

himself and uniting in himself all the

generations of Christians who have re-

ceived the holy Eucharist since the first

century," he said.

Bishop Jugis said, "Holy Commun-
ion wipes away venial sins, increases

Christ's grace in us, makes us grow in

our union with Christ, preserves us from

future mortal sins and is the promise of

eternal life."

'This is the love of Christ in which

we are allowed to participate in a most
profound and personal way — a love

that goes to the end, a love that knows
no measure," said the bishop.

Southern italu
pilgrimage witK

pa.stor, (jabnel, Qharlotte

November 1-12, 2004-

A unique pilgrimage to Southern Italy featuring

San Giovanni Rotondo - shrine of Padre Pio;

Ban and the shrine of Saint Nicholas;

The Benedictine Abbey of Montecassino;

Sicily and two days in Rome including

Vatican City and the weekly Papal Audience.

toA/ng the route south from Rome, visit

beautiful cathedrals arid basilicas

where Mass will be celebrated daily,

soak up the history and beauty of the

rich Italian countryside

Full details and registration available on line: www.catholictravel.org
or call 704.553.9065 to request pilgrimage details via mail.

This twelve day pilgrimage, @ $3, 110. /per person based on double occupancy,
includes round trip air from Charlotte, NC, hotels, the services of a professional guide

plus local guides, admission fees, land transportation, and two meals daily.

UNITED IN CHRIST

Corpus Christi conference

educates, nourishes Catholics
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Catholics in

the Diocese of Charlotte celebrated

the feast of Corpus Christi with the

Corpus Christi Conference June
11-12.

The event, the first such confer-

ence held in the diocese, was spon-

sored by Catholics United for the

Faith, Catholic Scripture Study and
The Friends of St. John Vianney, a

group of diocesan priests.

More than 800 people attended a

day and a half of worship and presen-

tations at Charlotte Catholic High
School. Many of those in attendance

were young married couples and
families with young children.

Two of the featured speakers for

the conference were Catholic apolo-

gists Dr. Scott Hahn and Kimberly

Hahn.
The purpose of the Corpus

Christi Conference is "to educate,

nourish and fulfill," said Gail

Buckley, sponsor and organizer of the

conference.

Specifically, organizers of the

conference wanted "to proclaim the

Gospel and to bring into a mission

territory (the Diocese of Charlotte) a

Catholic conference to help shape the

culture here in the South," said Fa-

ther Patrick Winslow, parochial vicar

of St. Vincent de Paul Church in

Charlotte.

Father Matthew Kauth, adminis-

trator of St. Francis of Assisi Church
in Franklin, said one of the initial

goals of the conference was to create

"counter presence."

"You can't simply denounce the

evil going on in the world," he said.

"You have to offer an alternative."

"Rather than just condemning the

present culture, (the conference) is an

attempt to lift the people up by the

beauty of their Catholic faith," said

Father Kauth.

Other diocesan priests involved

in the initial planning of the confer-

ence were Father John Putnam,
diocesan judicial vicar and pastor of

Sacred Heart Church in Salisbury;

Father Ray Williams, pastor of St.

Mary Church in Sylva; Father Chris-

topher Roux, parochial vicar of St.

Mark Church in Huntersville; Father

Christopher Gober, administrator of

Saint Lucien Church in Spruce Pine;

Father Matthew Buettner, parochial

vicar of St. Gabriel Church in Char-

ce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

'imm

1401 Patron Ave. 72 Long Shoals Road

Asheville, NC Arden, NC
(828) 252-3535 (828) 687-3530

VreHtrrangements and obituaries

lotte; Father Roger Arnsbarger, pas-

tor of St. Barnabas Church in Arden;

Father Frank Seabo, administrator of

St. Margaret Mary Church in

Swannanoa; and Father John Allen,

vocations director for the Diocese of

Charlotte.

"We are called to faithfulness ...

first and foremost in our relationship

with Jesus and because of that, our

relationship with the Catholic

Church," said Kimberly Hahn, who
addressed the subject of "The Eucha-
rist as Life-Giving Love."

"The greatest discovery for us (in

becoming Catholics) ... was the idea of

family — that God is our father,

Christ is the firstborn among many
brothers and sisters, and that

through the Holy Spirit, the Blessed

Virgin Mary becomes our mother,"

said Scott Hahn, who spoke on the

topic of "Swear to God, the Bible and

the Sacraments."

"The flesh and blood of Christ

united us (with the saints and Chris-

tians)," he said.

Father Winslow, Father Kauth
and Buckley all hoped participants

left the conference with a great confi-

dence in the veracity of their Catholic

faith and a renewed interest in Catho-

lic Scripture study.

"This weekend has been an abso-

lute joy," said Father Winslow.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A.

Evans by calling (704) 370-3334 or e-

mail kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Dr. Scott Hahn speaks to participants

at the Corpus Christi Conference at

Charlotte Catholic High School June 12.

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Ashcville's Catholic Funeral Directors
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iDWw.grocefuneralhome.com
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Surprise! Priests are hapijy
Book compiles research onpriesthood

REVIEWED BY

FATHER DAN DANIELSON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Catholic priests in the United States

are "on average happy, mature and self-

fulfilled men." They like being priests

and doing what priests do. And the vast

majority would do it again if they had to

do it over.

Those are sociologist Father An-
drew Greeley's conclusions in "Priests: A
Calling in Crisis."

Father Greeley has been a contro-

versial writer and opinion-giver on
Catholic issues for decades. But to my
knowledge, no one has ever disputed his

justified reputation as a sociologist.

"Priests: A Calling in Crisis" is

above all a book of sociology. Those
looking for inspiration, spirituality or

personal testimony will be disappointed.

While there are plenty of Father
Greeley's tentative conclusions and rec-

ommendations — enough to stimulate

controversy— above all, he establishes

a scientifically verifiable view of the

priests of the United States today, one

that is not drawn fi-om anecdotal evi-

dence or personal opinions.

In the light of the scandals created by

the sexual abuse crisis, all sorts of theories

of causation are trotted forth, focusing

usually on the clergy's low morale. Fa-

ther Greeley takes a carefial, critical look

at those untested assumptions and, as a

social scientist, finds them wanting.

Using research data fi-om as far back

as 1970 and as recent as the two Los

Angeles Times studies in 1993 and 2002,

he establishes the church sexual abuse

scandal's cause is not the celibacy re-

quirement for priests nor homosexuality.

He dwells on some related matters,

such as the laity's dissatisfaction with

the clergy's professionalism, especially

with their sermons and liturgy. He also

notes the clear majority of the lower

clergy and laity hold views that are at

considerable variance from the official

Roman position on such matters as the

ordination of married men, artificial

birth control and the election of bishops

by the people.

He makes a number of recommenda-
tions that have some basis in the data.

They touch on seminary and ongoing

formation programs, on the appointment

of bishops and on the vocation shortage.

Father Greeley does an admirable

job of giving objective data fi-om which

to discern the appropriate responses and

actions regarding the fiiture of priestly

ministry in the United States.

Along the way, he offers his sugges-

tions, all of which deserve to be consid-

ered, though they need to be balanced by

other factors that Father Greeley does

not consider. There are also many issues

regarding multiculturalism among
priests and parishioners that have a ma-
jor impact on priestly ministry today.

There is no simple set of answers,

but Father Greeley has contributed

an important piece of the framework
within which the answers need to be

worked out. For that we can only be

grateful.

On Friday, July 9, from 1-2 PM,

lUST SECOND FRIDAYS
presents

Crossroads Charlotte: For Charlotte, For Each Other—
Building Social Capital and Building Community

Presented by Ms. Dianne English, Exec. Director, Community Building Initiative

St. Peter Church— Annex Atrium Room (off College Street)

How do we envision Charlotte will look in the future? Do we want

to shape this fiiture or just let it happen? Crossroads Charlotte is a

project designed to engage the community in building a future based

on intentional choices and creative foresight. On July 9, we will

examine four scenarios for the Charlotte metro region based on

current demographic, social and economic trends. It is hoped that

participants will reflect on the scenarios and respond.

CSS
( ;atholk; .Social -Sfrvkx^s

DI(,K.c*c ot Clwrkxtc

Sponsored by the Office of lustice & Peace, CSS, in partnership with St. Peter Church.

Doors open at 12:30. Cold drinks provided. For info call 704-370-3225.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JULY 4, 2004

July 4, Fourteenth

Sundayin

Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Isaiah 66: 10- 14c

Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20

2) Galatians 6:14-18

3) Gospel: Luke 10:1-12, 17-20

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

It gives one pause in reading this

week's Gospel to see the Lord — the

one to whom we look for protection

and care — saying, "Behold, I am
sending you like lambs among
wolves."

Why? Why would Jesus pur-
posely send his beloved disciples

among the wolves? But then, having

just emerged from another season of

high school and college graduations, I

see the same scenario: parents, fami-

lies, close friends sending their inno-

cents like lambs among wolves —
and seemingly pleased to be doing it!

(I remember the words of my
daughter: "Mom, if Dad says 'Wel-

come to the NFL' one more time I'm

going to scream.")

Why do we send them? Because
it's the next step in their journey
through human life. The wolves are

out there, and it's time to go.

The notes I wrote on graduation

Icards to my young friends this yea
spoke to each one's responsibility to

her or his own giftedness, values andl
faith:

"You are going to do grea
things," "You will touch man
people," "You have a lot going for

'

you," "You will make a difference in,

the lives of those you meet," "Stand by
what you know to be true and right,"

"Be attentive to the needs of people

around you," "You will be a role

model for your peers."

Why did I say these things? Be-

cause that's who they are and that's

who we, their community, need them
to be — because they are going
among the wolves.

God's abundant harvest awaits.

But the laborers are few. Jesus needed
his disciples to grow up and take the

next step, to continue the work for

which he'd prepared them. His advice

suggested that they would be OK if

they followed it.

It was much the same as what we
tell our grads: Carry no money bag,

no sack, no sandals (you're good; be

yourself— no need for pretense). Go
in peace. If people reject your values,

stand by those values anyway — but

don't hang around. Stay where you
find welcome, accept what God will

provide there and care for everyone in

need.

Show people God's love, and let

them know it is theirs to have. And
you'll be happy.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 27 - JULY 3

Sunday (Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), 1 Kings 19:16, 19-21, Galatians 5:1, 13-18, Luke

9:51-62; IVIonday, Amos 2:6-10, 13-16, IVIatthew8:18-22; Tuesday (Sts. Peter & Paul), Acts 12:1-11,

2 Tinnothy 4:6-8, 17-18, IVIatthew 16:13-19; Wednesday, Amos 5:14-15, 21-24, IVIatthew 8:28-34;

Thursday (Bl. Junipero Serra), Amos 7:10-17, IVIattliew 9:1-8; Friday, Amos 8:4-6, 9-1 2, IVIatthew

9:9-13; Saturday (St. Thomas), Ephesians 2:19-22, John 20:24-29

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 4 - JULY 10

Sunday (Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 66:10-14, Galatians 6:14-18, Luke 10:1-12,

17-20; IMonday (St. Anthony IVIary Zaccaria), Hosea 2:16-18, 21-22, Matthew 9:18-26; Tuesday

(St. Maria Goretti), Hosea 8:4-7, 11-13, Matthew 9:32-38; Wednesday, Hosea 10:1-3, 7-8, 12,

Matthew 10:1-7; Thursday, Hosea 11:1-4, 8-9, Matthew 10:7-15; Friday (St. Augustine Zhao Rong

and Companions), Hosea 14:2-10, Matthew 10:16-23; Saturday, Isaiah 6:1-8, Matthew 10:24-33

Caring for Charlotte Area Cotholit

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hili 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

Serving the Carolinas
for more than 23 years!

Special Cards, Reugious Articles,

Unique Gifts

li =n= CARpUNACATHOUC ~
^ BOOK5HOPPE g
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704-342-2878

FAX(704)334r33t3
44 1 0-F Monroe Road,
Charlotte, 28205

WE WELCOME MAIL ORDERS
AND SPECIAL ORDERS!

Tues-Fri 9:30 am - 5:30 PM
Sat 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

Closed Mondays thru Labor Day

WVWV.CAROLINACATHOLICBOOKS.COM



June 25, 2004 The Catholic News & Herald 11

The Notebook' sparks poignant love story
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— 'The Notebook,"

North Carolina-based author Nicholas

Sparks' best-selling first novel, is the

latest to be translated into a major mo-
tion picture.

Like the previous two films, "Mes-

sage in a Bottle" and "A Walk to Re-

member," 'The Notebook" is an endear-

ing love story.

'"The Notebook' is a very simple

story," said Sparks, a Catholic, in a tele-

phone interview. "It's a story about a

couple who fell in love, and then stayed

in love through thick and thin through

the rest of their lives, no matter what life

threw at them."

The film opens in a nursing home
with an elderly man (James Garner)

visiting a fellow resident — an

Alzheimer's patient (Gena Rowlands).

Reading from a well-worn notebook, he

tells her the story of Noah Calhoun and

Allie Hamilton, who meet as 17-year-

olds in the small town of Seabrook,

South Carolina.

Switching between past and
present. Garner's character narrates this

extraordinary love story throughout the

film.

Noah (Ryan Gosling) is instantly

attracted to Allie (Rachel McAdams),
who is spending the summer in

Seabrook. When they meet at a carnival

in early June 1939, he sets off to win her

heart.

Despite their differences — Allie is

the daughter of a refined Southern fam-

ily and Noah works in a lumberyard —
they begin the kind of whirlwind court-

ship of which romantics dream —
laughing, arguing, kissing in the Atlan-

tic surf —- and Noah and Allie seem

destined for a happy ending.

Allies parents and World War II

step in, however, and drive the young
couple apart.

After Allie's mother forbids her to

see Noah, the teen-agers argue over

whether they are right for each other or

if it is just a summer romance.

Before Noah and Allie can reconcile,

the Hamiltons return home to Charles-

ton. A heart-wrenching scene shows
Allie rushing to the lumberyard to see

Noah, only to learn that he is not there.

Later, a heartbroken Noah drives into

the locked gate of the Hamiltons' now-
deserted home.

Allie tries to forget Noah by im-

mersing herself in studies at Sarah

Lawrence College. Noah does the same,

moving to New York City to find work,

then enlisting in the army to fight on the

European front in World War II.

Soon after the war, Allie finds herself

swept into a relationship with Lon
Hammond (James Marsden). As a mem-
ber of a well-to-do Southern family, Lon,

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., Charlotie

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
ISeleeition

Drivers wanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing Could Be Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!

c. t, ort
ComoHdate
Hlgh-lntere$t

Debt

100% Financing

ProgranK

LOW Interest

t intereit-onlv

Programs

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

e

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

No Payment
until

September 2004!

NO
Out-of -Pocket

aosing costs

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$ 1,264.14

NEW PAYMENT
S200,000 6.50%

Mortgage _ Rate

5200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

/'// helpymi realize your how ownership dreams.

^ *Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

^l i ,ilr ^howii IS I'nitir (4% ). iiiiniis l/V/t . basrd on Wl% or lcs« l.TV. Siibjecl lo uncltTWriting conditions.

unlike Noah, is quickly accepted by

Allie's parents.

Although Noah and Allie each fill

their lives with distractions, the other is

never far from mind. Just weeks before

her wedding to Lon, Allie seeks out

Noah.

Seven years after they first met, their

passions reunite. Allie is faced with a

difficult choice — return to Charleston

and marry the man who fits so well into

the life she had always known, or stay

with the man who has never left her

heart.

Relative newcomers to film. Gosling

and McAdams create a convincing on-

screen chemistry and transition well

from their portrayals of naive 17-year-

olds to worldly young adults. Equally

captivating are veterans Garner and

Rowlands, as well as Joan Allen and Sam
Shepard as Allie's mother and Noah's

father.

Ultimately, "The Notebook" is about

everlasting, unconditional love, says

Sparks.

"It's a relevant story, because it's

universal," Sparks said. "It's a story that

will be timeless a hundred years from

now."

Sparks said he believes that dating

in the 21st century is not different from

the past and that it is realistic for people

to look for a love story like Noah and

Allie's in their own lives.

"People have changed less than

people think they have," he said.

Sparks said his Catholic faith affects

his writing in a number of ways.

"It impacts the things I will write

and the things I won't write," he said. "I

won't write stories of adultery ... or sto-

ries I think are wrong — an older man
and a young girl, for instance."

"If I do include a love scene, it's very

tame," Sparks said. 'There is always a

sense that the couple is going to end up

together."

"Film is an entirely different me-
dium (from novels)," said Sparks. "There

are certain things that, although I could

try to capture them with words on pa-

per, they're not quite strong enough to

resonate as well as any picture could."

The Motion Picture Association of

America rating is PG-13 — parents are

strongly cautioned. Some material may
be inappropriate for children under 13.

Contact StaffWriter Karen A. Evans by

calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

Photo courtesy of New Line Cinema

Allie Hamilton (Rachel McAdams) and Noah Calhoun (Ryan Gosling) stroll down the

streets of Seabrook, South Carolina in the film adaptation of Nicholas Sparks' "The

Notebook." The film tells the story of Allie and Noah, who reunite seven years after

their summer romance, on the eve of Allie's marriage to another man.

Your Child's Education...An Important Decision!

We offer:

Grades K-5 with small class size

Foreign languages, music & ait ^
A classical curriculum w/emphasis on traditional Cattiolic teachings

Affordable tuition

Call nowto guarantee your child's enrollment. Space is limited!

704-841-2292

Visit us on the web at/ www.Uessedsaaam&itacademy.ofg

Located behind WindsorSquare in.Matthews, NC, A private academy independent of Charlotte diocesan schools
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Natural Family Planning Program Director

The Family Life Office of Catholic Social Services is seeking a part-time director for our

Natural Family Planning program. The program director is responsible for

coordinating the activities of this ministry and teaching NFP courses. The program

director will be employed for approximately 7 hours per week and can reside in any

location within the Diocese of Charlotte. Position requires successful completion of

teacher certification from a nationally recognized NFP methodology. Expected

starting date is July 15, 2004. For more information please contact Gerard Carter at

(704) 370-3250 or submit a resume to:

Gerard Carter

Catholic Social Services

1 1 23 South Church Street

Charlotte, North Carolina 28203-4003

positions. Benefits. Bonuses. Training. (704)
219-0338 or JLPavlish@Carolina.rr.com"

TEACHERS: Asheville Catholic School has the

following positions open for the 2004-2005
academic year: MUSIC teacher (liturgical and

general music) for grades Pre-K through 8th;

Ten (10) hours per week; flexible schedule. RE-
LIGION teacher for grades 6th, 7th, & 8th;

twelve (12) to fifteen (15) hours per week. Re-

quirements; must be a practicing Catholic with

Catechetical Credentials; experience with
middle school students preferred. We are an
EOE. Please send curriculum vitae to: The
Principal, Asheville Catholic School, 12

Culvern Street, Asheville, NC 28804.

SERVICES

AUTO DETAILING: Maries Multi-Cleaning

Services. Interior Vacuuming and Dressing.

Comprehensive hand washing. Expert waxing
and polishing. At YOUR convenience. Call 704-

394-4617.

TUTOR: Licensed, experienced Elementary &
Special Education teacher. Advocacy services

for special needs students also available. Mem-
ber of COPAA. (704) 449-2992.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Many Annuity Owners
Lose Money.
Will YOU?

Some annuity owners lose money because they didn't know
what questions to ask when they bought, and their salesperson

did not volunteer any information.

If you own an annuity or are considering taking advantage of

their many benefits, my FREE report, "Using Guaranteed

Annuities to Help You Survive Your Retirement, " will tell you

what questions to ask.

The report is FREE and shows you how to get more benefits

from your existing assets and help preserve your annuity value.

Call 800-800-4960, ext. 7405 (24 hours)

for your FREE report!

Dr. Richard Pucciarelli

Certified Senior Advisor

Member ofAsset Protectors and Advisors Group

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION: Our
growing parish community of 1500 families is

seeking a full-time Director of Faith Forma-
tion. Candidate must be experienced with

master's degree in theology, religious education

or a related field. Send resume and a statement

of your vision of Faith Formation to: Faith

Formation Search Committee, St. Paul the

Apostle Catholic Church, 2715 Horse Pen
Creek Road, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (336)

294-614-9; e-mail sbarnes@stpaulcc.org.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COUNSELOR:
Needed to begin August 20O4. s/5 tinie posi-

tion. Send letter of application and resume
ASAP to: William Meehan, Principal,

Immaculata Catholic School, 711 Buncombe
St., Hendersonville, NC 28791

RETAIL POSITIONS: National Sandwich
Shop opening inside major retailer in Forest

City and Shelby. Management and part-time

Bishops approve audits

AUDITS, from page 1

on the causes and context of the clergy

sex abuse crisis. The study is called for

by the bishops' policies contained in the

2002 "Charter for the Protection of Chil-

dren and Young People," but the financ-

ing has to be approved by the bishops.

"The National Review Board is

pleased with the decision to move for-

ward with the audits and to begin fur-

ther research into the causes and context

of these crimes," said Justice Anne M.
Burke, interim chairwoman of the re-

view board.

"The message is clear: Children wUl

be safe from harm in the Catholic

Church and the bishops and lay people

will work together on this," said Burke,

an Illinois Appellate Court judge.

The 2004 audits will be the second

yearly report on- how dioceses and
eparchies are complying with policies.

The 2003 audits showed 90 percent

compliance.

The bishops' Office of Child and

Youth Protection has been directed to

conduct this year's audits and any future

national audits pending the outcome of

the policy review.

Praising the vote was Archbishop

Harry J. Flynn of St. Paul-Minneapo-

lis, chairman of the sexual abuse ad

hoc committee.

The bishops' actions were "a clear

indication of our commitment to the

charter and to the protection of children

and young people," said Archbishop
Flynn.

Agreeing was Cardinal Roger M.
Mahony of Los Angeles, who had previ-

ously supported 2004 audits and said

that opponents were a minority among
the bishops.

In a separate news release, the cardi-

nal said that the audit vote "indicates

that the bishops are serious about con-

tinuing the important task of making
sure that our church is safe for everyone,

especially for chQdren and youth."

Burke said the bishops also agreed

to do further studies with the John Jay

College of Criminal Justice in New York
based upon the data the college collected

last year for its massive statistical study

on the nature and scope of the crisis

during the years 1950-2002.

John Jay researchers, using detailed

questionnaires sent to dioceses and
eparchies, reported last February that

4,392 priests and deacons were credibly

accused of child sex abuse involving

10,667 people during the time period.

Burke said that the review board

will meet June 27-28 to chart its future

work, make suggestions for the bishops'

November policy review and prepare

guidelines for new members.

~" DIRECTOR OF
~

PARISH FINANCE/OPERATIONS

This position is responsible for financial operations of St. Leo

the Great Catholic Church and School, including

managing a $2,000,000+ budget, staff and facilities. The qualified

individual will have 10+ years related experience. CPA/MBA

preferred. Competitive salary and benefits. No telephone calls.

Reply in confidence to PO Box 5855, Winston-Salem, NC 27113.

ASSISTANT CAMPUS MINISTER

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, located in the TRIAD area of North

Carolina, is searching for an additional full-time campus minister to work

with an established yet growing ministry. If you are a Catholic adult with a

degree in Liberal arts including some course work in education, scripture and

spiritual development and/or two years or more of practical experience as a .

youth or campus minister, please consider this opportunity. ;

BMCHS has an established campus ministry program, which is responsible for

supervising all liturgical activities, retreat programs, community service and "

peer ministry programs. 2

We need an energetic, highly motivated and deeply religious person to help ^

direct our young people toward a meaningful, life-affirming journey with Christ.

The position's starting salary is competitive. We also offer life insurance and

an exceptional health benefits plan, plus paid holidays. If interested, please

contact George Repass, Principal, Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School,

1725 NC Highway 66S, Kernersville, NC 27284. Phone: (336)564-1010
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Introducing Pennybyrn

Along the wooded cove of

High Point City Lake,

God's handiwork is everywhere.

Worship in our

Meditation chapel

Discover nature's

beauty while

walking our trails

Learn a new craft

in our

woodworking shop

On-site

maintenance brings

fast repairs

Pets are always

welcome

Choices of flexible

financial options

The new Pennybyrn at Maryfield will offer an exciting,

customizable retirement lifestyle unlike any other in the

Piedmont Triad region. New and elegantly-appointed

apartments and cottages spread amidst 66 acres of

magnificent trees and rolling hills! To reserve or learn more,

Call (336) 886-4103.
Toll Free l-(866)-627-9343.

73eKlKlVBVRKl^'MARYFIELD
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of Cod

Works of Mercy

Photo by Susan DeGuzman

Youth from Saint Leo the Great Church in Winston-Salem don safety vests and rubber

gloves to join city workers in cleaning up the river and streets surrounding Hanes

Park June 9. Other youth passed out flyers throughout the neighborhood informing

residents of the effects that trash and storm drainage have on park. This activity

was part of the "Works of Mercy Week" organized by the parish's youth ministry for

middle school-age youth. Delivering Meals on Wheels, visiting shut-ins, working at

the local food kitchen and providing free babysitting were other helpful projects of

the week. Several teens from the senior high youth group assisted John Egan, parish

youth minister, in organizing and supervising the weeklong activities. Father Thomas

Kessler, pastor, celebrated Mass for the group toward the end of the week.

/oiue yoarC^ai'/Ji

Be affirmed in your present ministry.

Upgrade your certification as a catechist and religion teacher.

Fulfill the prerequisite for the Permanent DIaconate.

Grow in your faith.

Ifyou have these desires, the Diocesan Office ofLay Ministry

^ offers a two-year program designed to help you understand more

fully your baptismal call to minister to yourfamily, to others in

tfie Church, and to those in your daily life.

TrainingProgram
Classes will be held in Arden,

Charlotte and Greensboro

For more informatiot) call

Frank Villaronga,

704-370-3274 or E-mail

favillaronga@charlottediocese.org

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCath#lic— MM%BCompany
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.catholicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

• Unique gifts

& cards

• Statues

• Books, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 70a-655-g090
Mon. thru Sat.

10 am - 6 pm

19905 West Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28

(Johnsburv Square - next to Goodwill)
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Caught in a cyclone
In September 1989, I was a tele-

vision reporter assigned to cover a

hurricane. I thought I was going to

have an easy couple of days because I

was sent to Charleston, S.C. The
storm was projected to make landfall

farther north. A little wind, a couple

of nights in a hotel and I would re-

turn home.

But Hurricane Hugo was a mon-
ster Category 4 storm. It would ham-
mer both Charleston and me before

heading inland.

Around 11:30 p.m., the worst
winds of the storm came ashore— 140

miles per hour and I unfortunately

found myself out of doors, trying to find

my hotel after a failed attempt at doing

a live report for my station. I had just

crossed Market Street in the heart of

Charleston and thought my hotel was a

few feet to my right.

The hotel was hard to find be-

cause I couldn't see — there was no

electricity and it was pitch black. Be-

cause of the wind, the rain was falling

horizontally and pummeling my eyes

shut. No matter what direction I

turned, I could not open them wide

enough to orient myself I was help-

lessly caught up in something that

overwhelmed me.

I thought of that terrible night

recently when I was introduced to an

information campaign of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops called "Re-

newing the Mind of the Media"— the

topic of this year's campaign is por-

nography and violence in the media.

Thanks to things like cable televi-

sion and the Internet, America is be-

ing overwhelmed with violent and

pornographic images. We are sur-

rounded, pounded and shocked to

numbness on a daily basis- by media-

delivered images of sex, sex and more
sex. Like the hurricane, the images

come at us from every direction —
network television presents images of

hotel heiress Paris Hilton mockingly

seducing a boy; "Sex and the City," a

raunchy HBO show, is celebrated as

it moves to a more widely available

tier of cable TV.
These examples are the rule, not

the exception. The development of the

Internet and cable television are the

two horns on this Satan that have

moved pornography from the back

alleys of America to its living rooms.

Remember the day of the seedy

"adult" bookstore? Cesspools of crime

and perversion, they were raided

regularly by police who donned rub-

ber gloves to remove videotapes and

magazines while leading small-time

owners away in handcuffs.

The stores, for the most part are

gone. But pornography is far more
pervasive than it ever was. Why do

we have fewer porn shops but more
pornography? Because our country is

Catholics &

the Media

DAVID HAINS
Guest Columnist

woven with the wires of cable and the

Internet and is now sprayed with

wireless access that puts the images

of violence and porn at our fingertips

on computers and TVs, anytime we
get bored with surfing the 150 or so

other channels.

How far down this slippery slope

have we gone? The touchstone of

modern porn is the magazine "Hus-

tler." Larry Flynt, the magazine's

publisher, once said in an interview

that the kind of images that were
appearing in his magazine in 1974

could now be found on network TV.
Whom do we blame? AOL Time-

Warner, AT&T and General Motors
are a few of the companies that built

the cable, Internet and satellite infra-

structure that delivers this garbage.

Should the CEOs of these corpora-

tions, who make millions in profits

from porn, be dragged away in hand-

cuffs like the adult bookstore owners?

It's tempting to point a finger of

blame, but first maybe we should

look at ourselves. How much porn is

in our lives because it is just so easy,

so convenient and so private? How
often do we breeze by designer cloth-

ing ads that debase women and
young girls?

The "Renewing the Mind of the

Media" campaign is a good place to

start. Check out the video and other

information at www.renewingmedia.org

and consider signing the pledge.

No one can stop the force of na-

ture that is a hurricane, and I was
lucky the night I was trapped by

Hugo to find the shelter of my hotel.

Thankfully, there are things we can

do to stop the twisted cyclone of vio-

lence and pornography that comes at

us from every direction. We can stop

watching TV shows and avoid offen-

sive, pornographic Web sites. We can

write the sponsors and the above-

mentioned mega-corporations and
tell them to stop spreading smut.

Yes, you may feel like a candle in

the wind, but given time a positive,

prayerful force that is an example of

the Lord's love will prevail. The alter-

native, to simply live with these sad

images that confront us on a daily

basis, is simply unacceptable.

David Hains is director ofcommunica-

tionsfor the Diocese ofCharlotte. Contact him

at dwhains@charlottdiocese.org.

Only Christ fulfills humanity's

thirst forjustice, truth,

pope says
BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Justice,

truth and love are desired by all cul-

tures and religions, but only Christ

can fully satisfy those needs, said

Pope John Paul II.

"All the nations will come and
worship before the Lord" to recognize

his "righteous acts or rather the inter-

ventions throughout history of

staunching evil and praising good,"

the pope said at his June 23 general

audience.

Some 8,000 pilgrims from all

over the world packed into the Paul

VI audience hall, where the weekly

audience is held during Rome's hot

summer months.

The pope focused his catechesis

on Chapter 15 of the Book of Revela-

tion. He said the book's canticle was
"beautiful" in its "universal breath of

religiousness and hope."

The chapter speaks of the seven

last plagues through which "God's

fury is accomplished." The pope said

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

the plagues symbolize "a judgment
upon evil, oppression and violence in

the world."

"For this reason it is also a sign of

hope for the righteous" who are "the

just of this earth who stand before the

risen Lamb of God," he said.

Having conquered the beast, the

enemy of God, the chosen ones raise

up to the Lord a hymn of praise, the

pope said.

"True prayer, in fact, other than

asking for something, is also praise,

thanks, a blessing, celebration, a pro-

fession of faith in the Lord who
saves," he said.

COMING TO AMERICA

Foreign-born residents in the United

States number 33 million,

or 12 percent of the population.

SouKe: U.S. Cansus Bureau

Philippines
30,487

ASK THE BISHOP

Do you have a question for Bishop Peter J. Jugis? The Catholic News & Herald

is starting a new feature in which Bishop Jugis will answer questions that are

submitted via regular mail or e-mail.

Questions about the faith and the Diocese of Charlotte that have a broad appeal

will receive priority consideration for response in the newspaper.

When submitting a question, please include your name, address and a daytime

telephone number. Questions may be condensed due to space limitations and

edited for clarity, style and factual accuracy

Send your "Ask the Bishop" question to Ask the Bishop, The Catholic News &

Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Charlotte, NC 28203, or e-mail

askthebishop@charlottediocese.org.

pi

i
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Care ofrefugees— a faith-based response
According to U.N. High Commis-

sioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers,

there are 17.1 million refugees, asylum

seekers and internally displaced per-

sons worldwide. Though this number
reveals a horrendous level of suffering,

it is 22 percent less than three years

ago. Part of the decrease is that relative

peace has come to once war-torn areas

(e.g. Sierra Leone, Liberia, the Balkans)

and refugees are returning home.

The decrease may appear as just a

statistic in what seems to be an endless,

unsolvable problem; yet Lubbers re-

cently stated that the decrease repre-

sents for more than 4 million people "the

end oflong years in exile and the start of

a new life with renewed hope for the

future."

The theme of World Refugee Day
(June 20) was "A Place to Call Home."
It honors both the considerable efforts

to improve some pressing refugee situ-

ations (such as the lengthy ordeal of the

Sudanese "Lost Boys," many of whom
have found a new home in North Caro-

lina) and challenges wealthier nations

that much work is left to be done to aid

refugees seeking "a place to call home."

After Sept. 1 1, 2001, refugee admis-

sions into the United States and other

nations slowed dramatically, with U.S.

admissions falling fi-om approximately

70,000 per year to fewer than 30,000

per year. This drop is one of Sept. 1 1's

terrible aftereffects, as tens of thousands

of refugees in camps throughout the

\v orld saw their dreams of finding a new
home crushed as the United States and
other governments grew more cautious

about whom they admitted.

While our government is bound by
the 1951 U.N. Convention Relating to

tlie Status of Refugees to assist refugees,

Guest

Column

JOEPURELLO
Director, Office of

Justice & Peace

the non-profit work of faith communi-
ties receives inspiration to care for refu-

gees fi-om a standard higher than any

international agreement. The dignity

and value of people transcends any
governmental policy, for all people are

created in the likeness of God.

The prophets of the Hebrew Scrip-

tures call the people of Israel to care for

the "anawim"— a Hebrew word mean-
ing the "little ones," or those without

power. Traditionally, "anawim" is used

to identify "the widow, the orphan and

the stranger."

That the Hebrew people were once

strangers in foreign lands is used as a

teaching point by Moses and the

prophets: "You shall treat the alien who
resides with you no differently than the

natives born among you; have the same
love for him as yourself; for you too

were once aliens in the land of Egypt."

(Leviticus 19:33-34)

The Gospel parable of the Good
Samaritan teaches us to reach out in

kindness to those not of our land. The
Holy FamUy, seeking safety in Egypt
to escape King Herod's wrath, knew
firsthand the fear and struggles of those

fleeing for their lives and what it meant
to depend on the kindness of strangers.

In Matthew 25, Jesus says our eternal

fate will be determined by how we treat

The crowningof Maiy
Q. A local Catholic high school is

embroiled over a May crowning that some

parents want to observe with the students.

The head of the religion department ob-

jects that this ceremony started in the

Middle Ages to entice nonbelievers into

adoration of Mary and that this ritual

was denounced at Vatican Council II.

What is the church's position? Is

there a reason not to have them? (New
York)

A. I realize this response will not

reach you during May, but I have no
idea why this woman would think

Vatican II "denounced" May crowning
ceremonies. Just the opposite. If it is a

form of devotion to the mother of
Christ that enhances honor for him,

the rite is encouraged.

The Council of Ephesus (431) de-

fended the teaching that Mary is the

Mother of God, not first to honor Mary
but to clarify Catholic belief that Jesus is

one (divine) person with two natures,

human and divine.

Following this council. Catholic
honor of Mary increa.sed greatly, a fact

which the church generally saw as ful-

filling her words in the Magnificat,

"From now on will all ages call me
blessed; the Mighty One has done great

things for me, and holy is his name."

Through the centuries certain forms

of devotion to Our Lady tended to cloud

the vital distinction between her role and
the role of her Son. Some prayers ap-.

peared, for example, seeming to place her

on an equal footing with Jesus as re-

deemer of the world.

So it is true that Vatican II told

theologians and preachers to be alert

to treat correctly the unique dignity

of the Mother of God. They should,

said the council, "equally avoid the

falsity of exaggeration on the one
hand, and the excess of narrow-
mindedness on the other" (Constitu-

tion on the Church, No. 67).

It insists, however, that traditional

practices and exerci.ses of devotion to-

ward her be treasured, as approved by
the church through the centuries, since

"Mary shines forth on earth ... as a sign

of sure hope and solace for the pilgrim

people of God" (No. 68).

If there's a problem with Mary be-

ing called, or crowned as, queen, that too

those who suffer— "as you do to these

little ones QanawimJ you do unto me."

The Catholic Church resettles nearly

one-fourth of all refugees admitted to the

United States each year, a ministry of-

fered regardless of the race, nationality or

religion of the refijgee. The Refugee Re-

settlement Office (PIRO) ofCatholic Social

Services is the largest provider of refugee

resettlement services in the area served

by the Diocese of Charlotte.

Over the past two "years, the RRO
has resettled more than 300
Montagnard refugees from Vietnam.

This summer, the RRO is preparing to

receive more than 100 Hmong refugees

from Laos and an additional 1 10 Bantu

refugees from Somalia (51 Bantu refu-

gees have already arrived). Some of

these refugees have only known life in

camps circled by barbed wire, even

raising families in confinement.

Please remember refugees in your

prayers, and especially consider

prayers for the Montagnard, Hmong
and Bantu refugees currently resettling

in our diocese. May our prayers help us

to see in the struggles of our refugee

brothers and sisters the struggles of the

Holy Fainily fleeing to Egypt.

WANT TO HELP?

In addition to your prayers, newcomers to

our diocese will need different types of as-

sistance: furniture, household items, food

vouchers, English language training and

employment opportunities that offer ben-

efits. Those interested in making financial

or other types of donations, or willing to

offer volunteer assistance, please contact

the Refugee Resettlement Office at (704) 370-

3283 or (704) 370-3277.

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

is unfounded.

The concept of Mary as Queen
Mother, a prestigious title often given to

the mother of a king in ancient times to

signify her particular influence with her

son, has good scriptural and traditional

roots. (See, for example, Solomon and his

mother Bathsheba.)

The church, of course, has a feast of

the Queenship of Mary, celebrated riow

on Aug. 22.

There is no need, therefore, to see

May crownings as anything more than

a legitimate form of paraliturgical

prayer, a way of appropriately honoring

the mother of Jesus.

Almost any devotions, from the Sta-

tions of the Cross to novenas, can be

abused, distorted or misunderstood. But

that is only a reason to be thoughtful and

careful that these celebrations fit within

authentic Catholic tradition and teaching.

It is not a reason to forbid them.

Moment
shared with

bishop a

biessing

Guest

Column

VERONICA
ANTHONY

Guest Columnist

I am a parishioner of St. John Bap-

tist de La Salle Church in North
Wilkesboro and have been for more than

three decades. I attended the ordination

of Bishop Peter J. Jugis in Charlotte in

October 2003, and our vicariate Mass in

Boone with the bishop in November
2003. Both the ordination and vicariate

Masses were spiritually uplifting experi-

ences for me and they strengthened my
faith in the Catholic Church.

I requested a few minutes after the

vicariate Mass to speak to the bishop,

and he very kindly talked to me for

several minutes. I told him about my
mom, Razia Anthony, who converted

fi-om Islam to Catholicism and sacrificed

a lot for her faith. My mom is ailing and

is in a nursing home, and I requested the

bishop pray for her. He listened very

attentively and asked for her name and

assured me of his prayers.

After a confirmation Mass at St.

John Baptist de La Salle Church June 9,

2004, I saw Bishop Jugis and he asked

me about my mom. I do not have the

words to express my happiness and
pleasant surprise that the bishop re-

membered her, despite the fact that he

meets thousands ofpeople in the Diocese

of Charlotte.

After the confirmation reception.

Bishop Jugis visited my mom at the

nursing home in Wilkesboro. He prayed

the rosary and gave her the most holy

blessing. I deeply appreciate that Bishop

Jugis took time from his busy schedule

to make an unplanned visit to bless my
mom — we are very fortunate to have

had this unique experience. The director

of nursing commented that this was the

first time a bishop had visited the nurs-

ing home.

I later shared my experience with

parishioners of St. John Baptist de La
Salle Church before the Saturday Mass.

They thanked me for narrarating this

story; one parishioner commented that it

renewed his faith in the Diocese of Char-

lotte.

I regretted not having a camera to

capture the image of the bishop blessing

my 84-year-old mother, but I am sure

the spiritual image, as well as Bishop

Jugis' piety, meekness, humility and
simplicity, will interminably be embed-
ded in my mind. I will never forget

Bishop Jugis and will always remember
him in my prayers.

God bless Bishop Jugis, now and

always.
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Parishioners build hope, homes

MISSION, from page 1

widow; the other team stained and
sealed a wheelchair ramp and installed a

new roof on the home of an 84-year-old

widow.

The group's efforts were inspired by

the youth of St. Aloysius Church, who
have made mission trips for the past five

summers. The adult group wanted to

stay in North Carolina, and Father

George Pvloster, pastor of St. William

Church in Murphy and Immaculate

Heart of Mary Church in Hayesville,

recommended the Hinton Rural Life

Center in Hayesville.

A mission agency of the United

Methodist Church, the center is a re-

source and advocate for rural and smaller

membership churches in the Southeast.

For 10 weeks of the summer, adult and

youth groups come to the center to repair

80 to 90 houses in Clay and Cherokee

counties in North Carolina and Union

Towns County in Tennessee.

The Office of Economic Opportu-

nity, a program of the diocesan Catholic

Social Services' Office of Justice and

Peace, partners with the center on a

number of grants and projects.

The St. Aloysius Church group be-

came more aware of the economic prob-

lems in western North Carolina. During

the trip, they met with Joan Furst, pro-

gram director of the Office of Economic
Opportunity; Father Kloster; and a cen-

ter representative and learned about the

collaborative efforts of the above agen-

cies and projects undertaken in some of

the poorest counties of North Carolina.

The group shared their experiences

during a prayer reflection on the last

workday of the trip. Many felt they had

left a loving legacy in the homes that

were rehabilitated and the lives of their

inhabitants.

"I got so much more out ofthis week
than I gave," said parishioner Carol

Rasmussen.

"It was a privilege to be literally the

hands, feet and eyes ofJesus in service to

others," said parishioner Mark Sinclair.

"I believe that these mission trips

are a wonderful opportunity for urban

Catholics in our diocese to see what the

Catholic Church is doing in Appalachia,"

said Furst.

"We hope that Catholics from
around the diocese will continue to visit

this beautiful region and volunteer their

time serving others," she said. 'There is

much to be done in these poverty

stricken counties and the volunteers'

hours are so very much appreciated by

the people out here."

Thea Sinclair is a parishioner of St.

Aloysius Church in Hickory. Staff Writer

Karen A. Evans contributed to this story.

CONSIDERING AMISSION TRIP?

If your parish is interested in a mission trip in far

western North Carolina, contact Joan Furst at

(828)835-3535.

Courtesy Photo by Thea Sinclair

Michael Richard and Carol Monohan, parishioners of St. Aloysius Church in Hickory,

apply siding to a house during the parish's adult mission trip to western North

Carolina June 6-11.

ADD ELEGANCE TO YOUR CORRE/PONDENCE,
CARD/, CERTIFICATE/ AND SO MUCH MORE!

-offering both hand scribed and computerized
calligraphy for your special occasion!

And more!!!
Invitations Menus Certificates

Envelopes Place cards Seating charts

CALL TODAY AND WE'LL HELP YOU WITH YOUR EVENT!

dpcinc@alltel.net www.danaspci.com

'PTC, Lnc

704-846-2120

Ad Altare Dei emblems

Courtesy Photo

After two years of study, five Catholic Boy Scouts from St. Aloysius Church in Hickory

received their Ad Altare Dei emblems at Mass May 22. Pictured above are: Matthew

McDonald, Phillip Corsi, Miles Dunning, Max Karaffa and Peter McAnulty. The Ad
Altare Dei (to the altar of God) program, developed by the National Catholic

Committee on Scouting, helps Catholic Scouts develop a fully Christian way of life

in a faith community. Dick McDonald, adult Scout leader and parishioner at St.

Aloysius Church, served as counselor for the program that is organized in chapters

based on the seven sacraments. Rev. Mr. James Johnson, diocesan Scout chaplain,

presented the emblems to the scouts. A special reception honoring this achievement

was held at St. Aloysius Church following the Mass.

|

Now available

The complete ordination Mass of Bishop Peter J. Jugis is available

.

for purchase on VHS and DVD.

To experience tlie diverse and liistoric celebration in your own

home, fill out the order fomn below and mail (with check or money

order made payable to American Video) to: 801 Bromley Road,

Charlotte, NC 28207

Delivery may take up to 4 weeks,

information: (704) 376-2010 (Mon-Sat, 9 am - 7pm only)

Please send video tapes® $10 each (total $

„ DVDs @$15eacii (total $

(Postage/handling Included)

Name Daytime phone no.

Address City Zip
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Vatican looks

to speed up

processing of

sex abuse

cases
BY JOHN THAVIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY —
Two U.S. canon lawyers are

expected to arrive this fall

for work at the Vatican's

doctrinal congregation, part

of an effort to speed up pro-

cessing of sex abuse cases,

church officials said in early

July.

The move responds to

See CASES, page 13

Putting faith into action
TEENS VISIT CHARLOTTE
AREA FOR VOLUNTEER WORK

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

BELMONT — Hun-
dreds of teen-agers recently

traded a week ofsummer vaca-

tion for volunteer service

around the Charlotte area.

A dozen teens volunteer-

ing at Holy Angels in Belmont

were among more than 400

high school students from
Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky,

Pennsylvania, New York and

See HEART, page?

Empowering leaders

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Participants in the Faithful Servant leadership program engage
In the laying on of hands during the closing commissioning June

25. Faithful Servant is a weeklong leadership institute blending

Catholic theology, spirituality and leadership skills sponsored by

the diocesan Office of Youth Ministry See story page 9.

Spreadingsmiles
Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Sandra, a resident at Holy Angels in Belmont, enjoys a visit from teen-agers participating in the

Catholic HEART Workcamp 2004 in the Diocese of Charlotte June 27-July 2. Charlotte Catholic High

School served as one of the 24 Catholic HEART (Helping Everyone Attain Repairs Today) camps

throughout the United States and Jamaica.

ROOTED IN FAITH

Black Catholics gather for

interdiocesan conference
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

GREENSBORO — Black

Catholics from Asheville to

Wilmington gathered for the

first North Carolina Black

Catholic Conference at the Jo-

seph S. Koury Convention
Center in Greensboro June

25-27.

The purpose of the confer-

ence was to bring together

Catholics ofAfrican descent for

inspiration and collaboration

and to promote and accom-

plish on a local level the goals

set by the National Black

Catholic Congress, according

to conference organizers.

A secondary goal was to

empower and encourage
Catholics of Aii"ican descent to

See CONFERENCE, page 5

Photo by Karen A. Evans

A display with the Book of the

Gospels placed on kinte cloth

at the first North Carolina

Black Catholic Conference in

Greensboro June 25-27.
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Cleansing spirits

College students spread

God's love in Costa Rica
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Culture Watch

'Fahrenheit 9/11,'

WWIIchaplains
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Perspectives

Abortion vs. war,

baptizingchildren
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

'STARVIN' FOR JUSTICE'

ay.

"EQUAL

CNS PHOTO BY Bob Roller

Marianist Brother Brian Halderman demonstrates against capital punishment in

front of the Supreme Court building July 1. Brother Halderman and 30 other

abolitionists participated in the annual "Starvin' for Justice '04" fast and vigil.

Marianist brother protests

deatli penalty with fast at

Supreme Court
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Just as

"Mary stood at the cross as Christ was

killed in a state-sanctioned execution,"

Brother Brian Halderman said he was at

the Supreme Court to stand with those

on death row who face what he feels is a

violent and unjust death.

"The death penalty creates more
victims," said the Marianist brother

June 30, after he had begun a four-day

fast in front of the court to protest the

death penalty.

Brother Halderman, along with

about 30 other abolitionists, began the

annual fast and vigil, "Starvin' for Justice

'04," with songs, prayer and sharing of

stories at midnight June 29.

The abolitionists carried large signs^

with quotes from former Supreme Court

justices, and handed out educational

pamphlets. They also were selling ball

caps and T-shirts and talking with hun-

dreds ofWashington residents and tour-

ists as they passed by the Supreme
Court.

Brother Halderman said he was
"asking people, 'Hey, look at this for

yourself,'" because he thinks too often

news accounts present a sterilized ver-

sion of executions.

The Abolitionist Action Committee
organized the vigil in association with

other sponsoring groups, including

Journey of Hope, an organization

founded by relatives of murder victims

who oppose the death penalty.

Brother Halderman, a jsoard mem-
ber ofJourney of Hope, began protesting

the death penalty while he was a student

at the University ofDayton after a "pow-

erfril experience" he had at a vigil outside

an Ohio penitentiary on the eve of an

execution.

He counts the inspiration of Sister

Helen Prejean, a Sister of St. Joseph of

Medaille and prominent death-penalty

opponent, as one of his reasons for join-

ing the Society ofMary and for opposing

capital punishment.

People's reactions to the fasters were

varied, Brother Halderman said. "Some

people pat you on the back and stop and

thank you." As for those in favor of the

death penalty who stopped to talk, he said,

"It's good that people want to debate."

He said his goal is to educate people

and let them know that he believes the

death penalty is a violent solution that

contributes to evil in the world.

The dates of the vigil, June 29-July

2, mark the anniversaries of two land-

mark Supreme Court cases, in 1974 and

1976, that required states to rewrite

their death penalty laws and resulted in

sentence reductions for about 600 death-

row inmates.

Jewish leaders fear anti-Semitism

among Hispanic immigrants
ROME (CNS) — U.S. Jewish lead-

ers met with Vatican officials in late June

to raise what they consider a growing

problem: anti-Semitism among Hispanic

immigrants to the United States.

According to surveys, new Hispanic

arrivals in the United States are "44

percent infected" with anti-Semitic atti-

tudes, reflecting lower sensitivity to the

problem throughout their Latin Ameri-

can countries of origin, said Abraham
Foxman, national director of the U.S.-

based Anti-Defamation League.

The rate of anti-Semitism among
the immigrants is more than twice that

of U.S.-born Hispanics, Foxman said. A
high percentage of the immigrants be-

lieve the Jews were responsible for

Christ's death, he said.

"For us, this is very important, be-

cause the Hispanic community is grow-

ing in the United States. And at the end

of the day that will also have an impact

on the Catholic Church," Foxman said.

Foxman and other ADL leaders

Diocesan.
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

HENDEIISONVILLE— Everyone is invited

to attend a Conference for Catholic

Laity "JValking in the Footsteps ofJesus: Living

as Eucharistic People" Aug. 21, 10a.m.-3p.m.

at Immaculata School, 7 1 1 Buncombe St. Fa-

ther Frank Doyle, pastor of St. Margaret

Church in Maggie Valley will give the keynote

address. Workshops will be offered on using

the.lectionary; prayer and skills and theory for

catechists. For more information or to regis-

ter contact Elizabeth Girton at (828) 252-88 1

6

or faithfonnation@bellsouth.net.

ASHEVILLE — The St. Martin De Porres

Dominican Laity Chapter meets the fourth'

Monday ofeach month at 7 p.m. in the rectory

building at the Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97

Haywood St. Inquirers are welcome. For

more information, contact Beverly Reid at

(423) 6338-4744 or bebereid@adelphia.net.

HENDERSONVILLE— The St. Francis of
the Hills Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan

Order meets the fourth Sunday ofeach month
2:30-4:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception

Church, 208 7th Ave. West. Visitors and in-

quirers are welcome. For more information,

call JoanitaNellenbach, SFO, (828) 627-9209

orjnell@dnet.net.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— Where is your faith jour-

ney taking you? Join Dorothy, the Scarecrow

and friends for this grand adventure on "The

Yellow Brick Road" featuring music by Kathy

and David with Redeemed, food and coffee. St.

spoke with reporters after meeting
with Vatican officials. Foxman said

he believes anti-Semitism is more
prevalent in Latin America in part

because of poverty and lack of educa-

tion, and in part because the church

hasn't promoted its recent
pronouncements on Judaism as effec-

tively as it could.

Because the vast majority of His-

panics coming into the United States are

Catholic, the ADL believes the church

can use its leverage to sensitize these

communities to the strong teaching

against anti-Semitism that has come out

of the Vatican over the last 40 years.

The Jewish leaders think a par-

ticular teaching moment in Latin

America may be offered by next year's

40th anniversary of the landmark de-

cree of the Second Vatican Council,

"Nostra Aetate," which condemned all

forms of anti-Semitism and affirmed

the continuing validity of God's cov-

enant with the Jews.

I

Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy., will host a Teen Coff'eehouseixAy 24, 7:30-

9:30 p.m. All high school teens are invited to

join us for this very special evening. Please call

Erin Dunne at (704) 543-7677 for details.

CHARLOTTE — The Diocesan Ministryfor

Gay and Lesbian Catholics invites family and

friends to celebrate the annual LBGT Mass J uly

28 at 7 p.m. at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon
St. for Mass with a reception afterwards in Biss

Hall. For more information, call Kevin Melody
at (704) 596-3845.

CHARLOTTE— Christians in Career Transi-

tionis a ministry ofSt. Matthew Church, 8015

BallantyneCommons Pkwy., devoted to helping

people in career crises. The meetings take place

on the first and third Monday ofeach month 7-9

p.m. in the conference room. For more informa-

tion, call Rev. Mr. Jim Hamrlik at (704) 576-

0456.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO— Jim McCullough, director

offaith formation ofOur Lady ofGrace Church,

2205 W. Market St., will present "Key to tli£

Scriptures," A new way to read the Bible with

understanding. Classes will meet Tuesdays 7-9

'

p.m. in the library. To register, leave your

name, address and phone number with Mary-
Ann DipPaola at (336) 274-6520, ext. 33.

ASHEBORO — Franciscan Father Jude

Winkler will speak on Negative Gifts July 26 at

9:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. at St. Joseph Church, 5 1 2 W.
Wainman St. We think ofgifts as our talents, our

best qualities and the best times, but more often it

is our struggles, both those within ourselves and

the difficult circumstances ofour lives, that bring

us closer to God. We learn to see these struggles
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope praises transfer of power in

iraq, expresses liope for peace
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II praised the transfer of

power to an interim government in Iraq

and expressed hope that peace, freedom

and prosperity would soon come to the

nation.

The message capie in a telegram

sent on behalf of the pope by the

Vatican's secretary of state, Cardinal

Angelo Sodano. It was addressed to

Iraq's new president, Ghazi al-Yawer.

"On the happy occasion of the trans-

fer of power to the interim government

of the state of Iraq, the Holy Father

sends his cordial greetings to your excel-

lency and to the citizens of your coun-

try," the telegram said.

The pope said that, "as a new chap-

ter begins in the life ofthe nation," he was

praying that "the hopes of the Iraqi

people for peace, freedom and prosperity

will soon be ftilfilled."

as gifts and allow God to use even our weakness.

Fr. Jude has written hundreds of articles and

books on Sacred Scripture for adults and children.

He conducts missions and retreats throughout

the U.S. and Europe. Call (336) 629-0221 or

email stjoe@triad.rT.com for more information.

HICKORY VICARIATE

LENOIR— Summer Faith Formation Catechesis

will be offered each Sunday, 10;!20-10:50 in the

school building ofSt. Francis ofAssisi Church,

328-B Woodsway Ln. NW. There will be an

opportunit)' for discussion of the day's gospel.

All are invited to share their thoughts. For more
Information, call the church office at (828) 754-

5281.

NEWTON — A Pastoral Care Training pro-

gram will be offered July 24, ID a.m.-2:30 p.m. at

St. Joseph Church, 720 W. I3th St. The pro-

gram is designed to train parish volunteers to

provide pastoral care to the elderly in a variety

of facilities. Volunteers will be exposed to the

following concepts: parish ministry, eucharistic

ministry, senior sensitivity andconfidentiality/

compliance/consistency. Deadline for registra-

tion is July 20. Call Sandra Breakfield at (704)

370-3220 or Kathy Mott at (828) 322-2397 to

register.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

HAYESVILLE — "Cherokee History and the

Trail of Tears: Catholics and Cherokees Continu-

'

ing Dialogue"WM host Russ Townsend, arche-

ologist, interim director ofthe Tribal Historic

Preservation Office of the Eastern Band of

Cherokee Indians and member ofthe Cherokee
Nation ofOklahoma. Townsend will share the

story ofthe Cherokee people before the coming
of the Europeans, what was happening in Eu-
rope before Columbus and others began their

explorations, and the events leading up to the

Trail of Tears and the impact it still has on
people today. Following the presentation, there

will be an opi)ortunity to discuss ways to apply

Catholic social teachings and address justice is-

The U.S.-led coalition government

formally handed over power June 28 to

an interim government with limited

powers led by Prime Minister lyad

Allawi. Elections slated for January will

install a transitional government
charged with drawing up a constitution

before fliU elections are held by the end of

next year.

As the new caretaker government

and the president take up their offices,

the pope said, "the Catholic Church
throughout the world offers you every

support and encouragement in the task

of building a new Iraq."

He said he was "confident that all

religious groups within the country will

be able to make their voices be heard and

to play their rightful part in forging a

new society committed to true freedom

of conscience, to justice for all and to

peacefiil dialogue."

sues ofthe Cherokee people today. The work-

shops will take place July 20 at 7 p.m. at

Immaculate Heart ofMary Catholic Church,

37 Sunrise Place, Hwy. 64 in Hayesville and

Aug. 7 at 1 p.m. at St. Joseph Catholic

Church, 3 1 6 Main Street in Bryson City. For

more information or to register, call Mary
Herr at (828) 497-9498 or email

maryherr@dnet.net.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM— Do you want to fol-

low the Church's teaching on contraception?

Learn Natural Family Planning with The
Couple to Couple League. Its philosophy is in

full accord with Catholic teaching and the

method is as effective as the Pill with none of

the side effects ofunnatural methods. A four-

part series ofclasses will start Aug. 15, 1:30-

3:30 p.m. in the Bishop Begley Parish Center

of Saint Leo the Great Church, 335
Springdale Ave. For more information and

registration, call Todd and Stephanie Brown
at (336) 765-2909.

KERNERSVILLE — Holy Cross Church,

616 S. Cherry St., celebrates Adoration ofthe

Blessed Sacrament e^ery Friday until 7:00

p.m. Call the church office at (336) 996-5 109

for more information.

KERNERSVILLE — Holy Cross Church,

6 1 6 S. Cherry St. , hosts a Senior Coffee House

the first and third Monday ofeach month, 10

a.m.-l 2 p.m. in the DeSales House behind the

church. Call the church office at (336) 996-

5 1 09 ext. 1 2 for directions or information.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event? Please submit notices for the Dioc-

esan Planner at least 15 days prior to the

event date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

l<aevans@char1ottediocese.org orfax to (704)

370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar B/shop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefoUowing event:

Summer days: No signs of slowdown as

pope prepares for vacation

July 11 —12 p.m.

Mass of dedication for new parish center

St. Mary Church, Greensboro

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
John Paul II may have been packing his

bags for a summer vacation, but events

at the Vatican showed no sign of wind-

ing down in late June and early July.

From ecumenical encounters to litur-

gical celebrations, from political pro-

nouncements to pastoral messages, the

Vatican was bubbling over with activity.

Passing through the Vatican were

groups ofU.S. bishops, Jewish leaders, the

Spanish prime minister, a Spanish royal

couple, the Maltese president and others.

The pope welcomed Ecumenical Or-

thodox Patriarch Bartholomew of

Constantinople to the Vatican, where the

two professed the faith and shared a

sermon during a liturgy for the distribu-

tion of palliums to new archbishops.

Meanwhile, the Vatican released a

papal letter on sports, a message on glo-

balization, a message on the family and

massive documentation from the

Vatican's World War II archives. It also

issued an unusual public complaint

about the arrest of bishops in China.

At the Vatican Observatory, some
- 13 scientific and theological experts

gathered for a major conference on evo-

lution. Creationism didn't even come up;

these experts view religion and science

as complementary, not rivals, and were

looking for a balance between scientific

discoveries and metaphysics.

The pope was to head for a two-

week stay in northern Italy's Aosta Val-

ley on July 5. No public activities are

planned,' and no stream of visitors will

be visiting his wood-and-stone chalet.

Then the pope returns to his sum-
mer vQla at Castel Gandolfo untQ the

end of September. In Castel Gandolfo,

aides try to keep his audiences to a mini-

mum, but it's not unusual for the pope to

meet with three or four sets ofpeople in a

single morning.

Forty-one Ferraris on the Fourth

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

A Ferrari circles St. Peter's Square at the Vatican July 4. Pope John Paul II blessed

a group of 41 Ferrari cars after his Sunday Angelus prayer. In the United States,

July 4 celebrations marked the anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of

Independence in 1776.

A SAINT YOU SHOULD KNOW
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha (1656-1680) was the first person born in North America to

be beatified. The daughter of a Christian Algonquin woman, Kateri was moved by the

words of missionaries and at age 19 converted to Christianity. She was always in dan-

ger, for her conversion and holy life created great opposition. For three years she grew

in holiness giving herself totally to God in long hours of prayer, charity and strenuous

penance. She practiced extremely severe fasting as penance for the conversion of her

nation. She died the afternoon before Holy Thursday and was beatified in 1980. Her

feast day is July 14.

DIDYOU KNOW?
In 1968, Pope Paul VI issued his landmark encyclical letter Humanae Vitae ("Human

Life"), which reemphasized the church's constant teaching that it is always intrinsically

wrong to use artificial birth control — contraception — to prevent new human beings

from coming into existence. This includes sterilization, condoms and other barrier

methods, spermicides, coitus interruptus (withdrawal method), the Pill and all other

methods of artificial contraception.
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RESOUNDING WITH FREEDOM

Courtesy Photo by G.G. Hampton

Marge Thomas (left), state secretary for the Catholic Daughters of the Americas,

presents a check to Michael Keleher (with mother Jann), a parishioner of St. Joan

of Arc Church in Asheville, for placing first in the Catholic Daughters' Education

Contest in May.

Teen's artworkwins Catholic

Daugliters education contest
ASHEVILLE— Michael Keleher, a

13-year-old parishioner of St. Joan of

Arc Church in AshevUle, knows how to

let freedom ring.

In May, Michael's pencil-drawn

artwork won first place on both the local

and state levels for "Let Freedom Ring,"

a theme of the Catholic Daughters of the

Americas Education Contest. Court St.

Joan ofArc No. 247 1 sponsored the con-

test on the local level.

"He really did capture the essence of

the theme," said G.G. Hampton, vice

regent and education coordinator of

Court No. 2471. 'Tou can tell he put a

lot of thought and effort into it."

The court awarded Michael $25 for

winning the local contest. Marge Tho-
mas, state secretary for the Catholic

Daughters, presented Michael with a cer-

tificate for winning the state competition.

Michael's artwork has been submit-

ted for the national contest. Ifhe wins, he

will receive a $100 prize.

"This young man has a gift, and I

hope he'll pursue it," said Hampton.
"Maybe by being in and winning this

contest, he'll be encouraged to do so."

Southern |ta
a pilgrimage witK

K4onsignor f^icliarcl £)ellow

pastor, ^3t- Mark, Muntersville

November 1 - J 2, ZOO-t

A unique pilgrimage to Southern Italy featuring

San Giovanni Rotondo - shrine of Padre Pio;

Bar! and the shrine of Saint Nicholas;

The Benedictine Abbey of Montecassino;

Sicily and two days in Rome including

Vatican City and the weekly Papal Audience.

Visit beautiful cathedrals and basilicas

where l^ass will be celebrated daily,

soak up the history and beauty of the

rich Italian countryside

Full details and registration available on line: www.catholictravel.org

or call 704.553.9065 to request pilgrimage details via mail.

This twelve day pilgrimage includes round trip air from Charlotte, NC, hotels,

the services of a professional guide plus local guides, admission fees,

land transportation, and two meals daily.

SAFETY MEDICAL
ALERT SYSTEIVIS

Are You or a Loved One Living Alone?
ResponseLink is your answer for enhanced independence and safety!

yjg'ji.^ * 24-hour emergency &
ReSpOn^pUm nonemergency

state-of-the-art systemBnhaocing Ytwr Safely— Fmuring Your Indepcwlence

medication/health reminders

lightweight, waterproof wrist

or necl( pendant

Local offices open 24 tiours a day to assist your immediate needs.

Local owners are parishioners of St. Mark Catholic Church, Huntersville, NC

(704) 875-8473 1-877-333-8866 TOLL FREE

SOUL FOOD

Catholic women teach children about

Eucharist, sacraments at retreat
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE— Think "summer"
and "food" and most people probably

picture hot dogs, watermelon and ice

cream cones. The sons and daughters of

members of the Charlotte Catholic

Women's Group (CCWG), however,

were thinking about food for the soul,

specifically the Eucharist, during a re-

treat June 24.

"The Eucharist is the center of our

faith," said Mary Summa, president of

the CCWG. 'W^e start there to teach the

other sacraments."

Margaret Gustafson, chair of the re-

treat, wrote the entire program, which

linked the biblical events of the Hebrews
receiving manna in the desert to the Last

Supper.

The mothers of CCWG put new
twists on old games to teach the children

about the Ten Commandments and the

sacraments, especially the Eucharist.

They participated in races, hopscotch

and a "fill-in-the-blank" Ten Command-
ments relay.

In addition to the physical activities,

the children learned about the origins oJ

the Eucharist by making "manna" and

"pots" out of clay.

"

"Manna is the pre-figuration for the

parable of the Loaves and Fishes and
Christ's statement 'whoever eats this

bread wiU live forever' in the Gospel cSftw

John," said Summa.
Also on hand to offer spiritual guid* i'^

ance and the sacrament of reconciliatioiiF

were Father Paul Moreau and Father

Eamonn Shelly, members of the Legion-

aries of Christ. CCWG has been associ-

ated with Legionaries of Christ priests|

since the group's inception in 2000. The!

priests visit monthly to provide '£

catechesis and spiritual direction to thei

'

members of CCWG.
"We're teaching the children tc

know and love Christ and how to usei

their knowledge to serve Christ," saidf*

Summa.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evaru

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mai

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

ipti

ft

Photo by Karen A. EvAj

Mary Summa, center, demonstrates how to make "pots" and "manna" from modelirii

clay during the children's retreat held by the Charlotte Catholic Women's Grou,

June 24. \

©Husqvarna viking
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE

iico

* Adult and youth classes * Notions, software, threads and more!

* Fabrics galore! * Easy financing!

* Repairs • all makes and models

Sharing the Joys of Sewing
Winston-Salem Greensboro

336-766-8271 336-834-0230
1329 Lewisville-Clemmons Rd. 4604 W. Market St.

www.sewinglyyours.com
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Black Catholics gather for interdiocesan conference

CONFERENCE, from page 1

jecome more invoh ed in their parishes

ind diocesan programs.

The conference, which drew 250

)lack Cathohcs from the dioceses of

harlotte and Raleigh, featured keynote

iddresses, workshops. Mass and other

iturgical activities.

Keynote speaker Nancy J. Mays, an

ntem with the Catholic Campaign for

-luman Development in the Archdiocese

)f Cincinnati, said it is the right and

esponsibility of black Catholics to

make sure our black Catholic culture is

iresent in our churches."

"Our faith lies in the cotton fields,

)icket lines, sit-ins and at home with our

nothers and fathers," said Mays, echo-

ng the theme of the conference, "Rooted

n Faith — Transformed by the Spirit

Empowered for Ministry."

Mays, who also works with the

irchdiocesan offices of youth ministry

ind Afi-ican American ministry, spoke of

transformation in the midst of

lardship."

"Transformation ofthe Spirit tells us

w must not only be rooted in the faith

)ut be ready to move when God says

move."'

'Toung Catholic adults need to af-

irm themselves as young people in the

^^atholic Church, so that they will not

inly stay in the church, but take leader-

hip in the church," said Father Charles

imith, administrator of St. Rita Church
n Indianapolis, who, with his brother,

"ather Chester Smith, conducted a

vorkshop on building a church of lead-

rs and empowering Catholics of all

ges to active church leadership, parish

ife and stewardship.

"We must take ownership in thp

hurch and feel good about who we are,"

aid Father Charles Smith.

Msgr. Raymond G. East, director of

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Keynote speaker Nancy J. Mays, an intern with the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, addresses the participants of the

North Carolina Black Catholic Conference June 26.

The conference was designed "to bring together Catholics

of African descent for inspiration and collaboration and to

promote and accomplish on a local level the goals set by

the National Black Catholic Congress."

the Office of Black Catholics in Wash-
ington, D.C., led an afternoon workshop
addressing the issue of "Incorporating

your Culture and Traditions into

the Liturgy."

"Culture was the first thing to be

eliminated when Afi-icans were brought

to America," he said. "Is culture some-

thing to be checked at the door when you
come to worship?"

Msgr. East encouraged the partici-

pants to incorporate their cultures into

the Catholic liturgy through language.

SMITH & SMITH, PA
Timothy M. Smith, Attorney Jacquelyn A. Smith, Attorney

Members of St. Mark's Church

EXPERIENCED
CRIMINAL LAW

AGGRESSIVE -

PERSONAL INJURY

CARING
NO FEE UNTIL WE
WIN ON PI CASES

FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION
convenient free parking

10?c off attorney fee—10% of net fee donated to Catholic Social Services Food Pantry

Traffic Tickets (Meek, only)

DWI

Expunctions

Felonies & Misdemeanors

Auto Accident

workers' Compensation
Wrongful Death

Whiplash - Back, Neck, Head injuries

704-331-3092 www.smithandsmithpa.com 900 Baxter St., Suite 109, Charlotte

dress and music.

"Merging is good, but we've lost our

cultural identity and tradition and (the

Catholic Church) has lost people because

of it," said Lettie W. Polite, a parishioner

of the Basilica of St. Lawrence in

Asheville. Polite was one of 12 individu-

als who received a recognition award for

outstanding contributions to black

Catholics in the dioceses of Charlotte

and Raleigh.

The conference emphasized how
black Catholics can be a more integral-

part of the Catholic Church.

"The Catholic Church has to be in-

clusive in her evangelization and in her

personnel and programs," said Msgr.
Thomas P. Hadden, vicar for African

Americans in the African Ancestry Min-
istry of the Diocese^ of Raleigh. Msgr.

Hadden was also a recognition award

recipient.

"The church has to present an invit-

ing appearance to people seeking a

church home," he said.

"It's nice to see so many black

Catholics in the state of North Carolina

— from both the dioceses — put on a

conference together," said Veronica

Sartor, a parishioner of the Basilica of St.

Lawrence.

"All God needs from us is a willing

spirit," said Mays. "As long as we say

'yes,' he will always transform us."

Outstanding contributions

Twelve individuals received recognition awards

for outstanding contributions to black Catholics in

the dioceses of Charlotte and Raleigh. They were:

Diocese of Charlotte

IVIary lUlcDonald Turner

St. Benedict the Moor Church, Winston-Salem

Willis Joseph

Our Lady of Consolation Church, Charlotte

Lettie W. Polite

Basilica of St. Lawrence, Asheville

Carl 0. Foster Jr.

St. Mary Church, Greensboro

Barbara Gregory Gardin

St. Helen Church, Spencer Mountain

Msgr. Mauricio W. West
Vicar General and Chancellor,

Diocese of Charlotte

Diocese of Raleigh

Bishop F. Joseph Gossman,

Bishop of Raleigh

Mariebeth Banks

Roosevelt Elivert

Msgr. Gerald Lewis

Judith Nixon

Msgr. Thomas P. Hadden

ONE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"A treasure trove of heavenly perceptions! LUSCIOUS, TENDER, ATTUNEDTOTHE
EAR OFTHE SPIRfT. Last Kiss gives lasting pleasure to all ages and every walk of life!"

—Rev. James Sheehan, author of The Father Who Didn't Know My Name

To order, mail checli or money ttrder (no credit curds) lo:

Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Bo.v 49544. Cliarlotte, NC 28277

$13.95
plus $2,50 shipping

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the v\^ay

• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas

Consolidate

High-Interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

Low interest

& Interest-only

Programs

entrai (^c^uiti^ ov*t

PRIME R/\TE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% I 1,264.14

Mortgage Rate NEW I^\YMENT

$200,000 3.75% $625 !!!!

/'// hi'lp yoH renlizeyovr home ownmhip drrams.

No Payment
until

September 2004!

No
Out-of -Pocket

Closing Costs

*CalI Andicw Smith (704) 965-7486

*Imcrcsl nikf sliimn is I'rime (1%). miriiis 1/1%, ImsccI on or less I'rV. Siibjrcl to iiiulcnvtiiiiig rondiiioiis.
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Pastoral Assignments
Bishop Peter J. Jugis, bishop of the Diocese of Charlotte,

announces the following pastoral changes, effective July 6, 2003:

APPOINTMENTS OF PASTORS

Rev. Msgr. Richard M. Bellow

From: Pastor, Si. Gabriel Church, Charlotte

To: Pastor, St. Mark Church, Huntersville

Rev. James W. Cassldy, OSA
From: Administrator, Our Lady of Lourdes Church,

Monroe

To: Pastor, Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Monroe

(effective March 3, 2004)

Rev. Robert M. Ferris

From: Administrator, St. Benedict Church, Greensboro

To: Pastor, St. Aloysius Church, Hicl<ory

Rev. Peter Fitzglbbons

From: Administrator, Our Lady of the Annunciation

Church, Albemarle

To: Pastor, Our Lady of the Annunciation Church,

Albemarle

Rev. Kurt M. Fohn
From: Administrator, St. Philip the Apostle Church,

Statesville, and Holy Trinity Mission, Taylorsville

To: Pastor, St. Philip the Apostle Church, Statesville

and Holy Trinity Mission, Taylorsville

Rev. Christopher IVI. Gober
From: Administrator, St. Lucien Church, Spruce Pine,

and St. Bernadette Mission, Linville

To: Pastor, St. Lucien Church, Spruce Pine, and

St. Bernadette Mission, Linville

Rev. Matthew K. Kauth

From: Administrator, St. Francis of AssisI Church,

Franklin

To: Pastor, St. Francis of Assisi Church, Franklin

Rev. Mari< S. Lawlor

From: Administrator, St. Vincent de Paul Church,

Charlotte

To: Pastor, St. Vincent de Paul Church, Charlotte

Rev. Matthew Leonard

From: Administrator, St. Francis of Assisi Church,

Lenoir

To: Pastor, St. Francis of Assisi Church, Lenoir

Rev. Shawn O'Neal

From: Administrator, St. Joseph Church, Bryson City,

and Our Lady of Guadalupe Mission, Cherokee

To: Pastor, St. Joseph Church, Bryson City, and Our

Lady of Guadalupe Mission, Cherokee

Rev. M. Manh Nguyen, CM
From: Administrator, St. Mary Church, Greensboro

To: Pastor, St. Mary Church, Greensboro

Rev. Adrian Porras

From: Parochial Vicar, Holy Family Church,

Clemmons
To: Pastor, St. Andrew the Apostle, Mars Hill, and

Sacred Heart Mission, Burnsville (effective July 27,

2004)

Rev. William J. Ruhl, OSFS
From: Assignment in Diocese of Raleigh

To: Pastor, St. Paul the Apostle Church, Greensboro

Rev. Frank Seabo
From: Administrator, St. Margaret Mary Church,

Swannanoa
To: Pastor, St. Margaret Mary Church, Swannanoa

Rev. Edward J. Sheridan

From: Pastor, St. Aloysius Church, Hickory

To: Pastor, St. Gabriel Church, Charlotte

Rev. Joseph C. Zuschmidt, OSF
From: Administrator, Queen of the Apostles Church,

Belmont

To: Pastor, Queen of the Apostles Church, Belmont

APPOINTIWENTS OF PAROCHIAL VICARS

Rev. C. Morris Boyd
From: Administrator, St. Francis Church, Jefferson,

and St. Frances of Rome Mission, Sparta

To: Parochial Vicar, Basilica of St. Lawrence,

Asheville

Rev. Matthew R. Buettner

From: Parochial Vicar, St. Gabriel Church, Charlotte

To: Parochial Vicar, St. Dorothy Church, Lincolnton

Rev. Robert R. Conway
Newly ordained

To: Parochial Vicar, St. Gabriel Church, Charlotte

Rev. Joseph L. Dinh

From: Parochial Vicar, Basilica of St. Lawrence,

Asheville

To: Parochial Vicar, St. Matthew Church, Charlotte

Rev. Due H. Duong
From: Parochial Vicar, St. Matthew Church, Charlotte

To: Parochial Vicar, St. Pius X Church, Greensboro

Rev. Timothy S. Reid

Newly ordained

To: Parochial Vicar, St. Mark Church, Huntersville

Rev. John F. Starczewski

Newly ordained

To: Parochial Vicar, St. Vincent de Paul Church,

Charlotte

APPOINTMENTS OF ADMINISTRATORS

Rev. Jose Antonio Juya

To: Administrator, St. Dorothy Church, Lincolnton,

while continuing as Hispanic Ministry Coordinator for

the Gastonia Vicariate

Rev. Msgr. Anthony J. Marcaccio

To: Administrator, St. Benedict Church, Greensboro,

while continuing as Pastor of St. Pius X Church,

Greensboro

Rev. Philip J. Scarceila, PhD, JCD
To: Administrator, Our Lady of the Assumption

Church, Charlotte

Rev. Patrick J. Winslow
From: Parochial Vicar, St. Vincent de Paul Church,

Charlotte

To: Administrator, St. Francis of Assisi Church,

Jefferson, and St. Frances of Rome Church, Sparta

OTHER ASSIGNMENTS

Rev. David T. Brzoska

From; Administrator, St. Andrew the Apostle Church,

. Mars Hill, and Sacred Heart Mission, Burnsville

Released to: St. Vincent Seminary, Latrobe, Pa., as

Director of Pastoral Formation and Director of Hispanic

Ministries

Rev. Thomas Murphy, OSFS
From: Pastor, St. Paul the Apostle, Greensboro

To: Assignment by Oblates of St. Francis de Sales

MEDICAL LEAVE

Rev. Richard P. Hokanson

Rev. Thomas D. Stott

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCatholic"^mi^Company
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.CatholicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

• Unique gifts

& cards

• statues

• Books, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
Mon. thru Sat.

10 am - 6 pm

19905 west Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28

(jonnsburv Square - next to Goodwill)

CELEBRATING THE CALL

Three sisters commemorate
milestones in ministerial service

Jubilee ceremonyheld at

St. Gabriel Church

CHARLOTTE — Three Sisters of

Mercy recently celebrated milestones as

women religious.

Mercy Sisters Mary Louise

Wiesenforth, Bessie McCarthy and
Patricia Ann Pepitone celebrated their

respective platinum (70), golden (50)

and silver (25) jubilees at St. Gabriel

Church June 26.

Bom Mary Ann Wiesenforth in Troy,

N.Y, in 1913, Sister Wiesenforth decided

upon finishing high school that she wanted

to become a sister to serve God.

"I kept tr3Tng to teU myself I didn't

have a call," she said. "It was hard to think

that I wouldn't have my own family."

After listening to what seemed to be

a persistent call from God, Sister

Wiesenforth said the most profound mo-
ment of her life was her profession of

vows Feb. 3, 1939.

She began teaching in parochial

schools in North Carolina in the early

1940s until she was assigned to help

form a community of sisters in Guam in

October 1946. Within a year of arriving,

Sister Wiesenforth, serving as director of

postulants and novices, helped receive

10 young women as postulants and had

10 more applicants waiting to be re-

ceived as Sisters of Mercy. She also

taught religion, church history and

home economics.

She returned to the convent in

Belmont 19 years later, where she served

as principal of Sacred Heart Elementary

School.

Sister Wiesenforth returned to

Guam for her 50th anniversary in 1996.

She is now retired.

Born Bessie Florence McCarthy in

Newport News, N.J, in 1933, Sister

McCarthy entered the Sisters of Mercy
in August 1953. While earning nursing

degrees in the 1960s, she was known as

Sister Mary Camillus. Following

Courtesy Photos bv Kris Reich

Mercy Sister Bessie McCarthy, Mercy

Sister Mary Louise Wiesenforth an(

Mercy Sister Patricia Ann Pepitone

celebrate jubilees June 26.

Vatican II, she became known as "Sister

Bessie."

She has spent 50 years with her

heart dedicated to helping the poor, sicfe

and uneducated. She's hoping to learn

Spanish with the possibility of minister-

ing in a Spanish-speaking country.

Born in Jamaica, N.Y., in 1955, Sis-

ter Pepitone heard God's call while at-

tending Sacred Heart College with thj

Sisters of Mercy. J

'The idea gnawed at me and when 1

would lean toward entering [^the con

vent]], it gave me a sense of peace," sh<

said.

She entered the Sisters of Mercy ir

August 1977 and currently serves

principal of St. John the Evangelic

School in Pensacola, Fla. She givei

workshops on discipline and teacher ob

servation, oversees a popular children':

choir and is one of the first five principal:

in Florida to be involved in the Oppor

tunity Scholarship Program.

Peace, Tranquility

Toll free 888-536-7441

(Hickory residents: 828-327-7441)

You've heard about our attributes,

but have you experienced them?

Call the Catholic Conference Center

today and get in on what you're missing!

^|VThe Catholic
Conference

\JI Center

Checkout ourweb^e
www,catholicconference,org

info@cathoiicconference.org

I
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THESE KIDS HAVE HEART

Courtesy Photo

Nineteen teens from St. Pius X Church in Greensboro participated in a Catholic

HEART Worl(camp in Atlanta, Ga., June 6-12.

Teens travel to Georgia for

Catholic HEART workcamp
GREENSBORO — While some

teen-agers went on vacation, a group
of Greensboro teens spent a week of

their summer sleeping on the floor

and helping the needy.

Nineteen youths from St. Pius X
Church participated in a Catholic

HEART Workcamp in Atlanta, Ga.,

June 6-12. The workcamps, which are

held in dioceses around the United

States, were established to offer service

projects and evangelical programs for

Catholic youth, and typically involve

helping improve low-income families,

children and the elderly within the

host diocese.

The St. Pius X group helped raise

the money to attend the workcamp by

offering carwashes and babysitting

services and assisting at parish events.

Projects during the workcamp
included painting, yard work, home
maintenance, helping at daycare cen-

ters for low-income families and dis-

tributing food to the needy. In the

evenings, the youth attended pro-

grams featuring personal testimo-

nies, motivational speakers and skits

to inspire them in their efforts.

Many in the group felt the week
was a positive, faith-filled and com-
munity-building experience.

Advertisement

Two Indiana Priests Host

Rose Parade
& Las Vegas Tour

Join your Spiritual Directors Father Donald Eder, pastor of St. Patrick Roman Catholic Church in Oxford,

Indiana and Monsignor Fred Potthoff from Lafayette, Indiana, on this ever-popular 'Your Man' Tours

Rose Parade Golden West Vacatior). Get away from the colder weather during the first week in

January, avoid the post holiday blahs, and enjoy the best New Years Eve and New Years Day you

have had in years! Included is six nights in Los Angeles; three nights in Las Vegas, Nevada on the strip;

ENJOY RESERVED GRANDSTAND SEATS AT THE ROSE PARADE; YMT's city tour of L A.

including Hollywood and Beverly Hills, Calico Ghost Town; baggage handling, hotel transfers and

optional sightseeing tours including the "Pageant of Christmas' at the Crystal Cathedral in Garden

Grove, California. You have seen the parade on TV for years; now see the excitement and hoopla

of the most famous parade in America live and up close! The sights, the sounds, and especially the

smells all make being there truly spectacular. As a bonus, enjoy three nights in the entertainment

capital of the world, exciting Las Vegas, Nevada. You will not believe how it has changed in the last

several years, making Las Vegas one of the fastest growing cities in America. Your price, including

taxes and airfare from Baltimore or Charlotte, NC, is only $1348 (per person, double occupancy).

Friends and family are welcome $100 deposits are now due.

For information, brochure, and Fathers' letter call today:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626
Providing Carefree Vacations Since 1967!

Teens visit Charlotte area for

volunteer work
HEART, from page 1

Maryland who participated in Catholic

HEART Workcamp 2004 in Charlotte

June 27-July 2. Charlotte Catholic High

School served as one of the 24 Catholic

HEART (Helping Everyone Attain Re-

pairs Today) camps throughout the

United States and Jamaica.

Based in Orlando, Fla., the summer
camps are in more than 20 states with

between 300 and 500 teens at each camp.

The camps offer service projects for

Catholic youths by working with local

agencies in needy neighborhoods.

This was the fifth year the Diocese of

Charlotte hosted a camp. Service

projects around Charlotte included

working with agencies such as Holy An-
gels, House ofMercy, Catherine's House,

Love Inc., Room at the Inn and Catholic

Social Services, among others.

Evenings were filled with sharing,

prayer, skits, games and fun.

At Charlotte Catholic, the students

were divided into 58 teams that painted,

built wheelchair ramps, and assisted

with daycare and yard work, among
other duties.

At Holy Angels, a nonprofit organi-

zation providing services for child and

adult residents with varying degrees of

mental retardation, the 12 youths, ages

15-17, and two adults spent the week
offering much-needed manual labor; pri-

marily, emptying storage buildings to

prepare for upcoming construction

around the facility.

"They've been extremely helpful in

getting that done," said Mercy Sister

Nancy Nance, community relations di-

rector for Holy Angels. "They're an awe-

some group with a lot of energy."

"What we did in three days saved

anic

stems
LLC

Natural Orffinic Turf 6<^hmb CLare

fTantMealAO"''-*'

VVc care foryour environment naturallij!

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

IEwe:
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

them important time with the resicjents,"

said Kristen Espinoza, 15, from
Woodbridge, Va. "I've had so much fun.

The hard work really pays off"

Sister Nance said it's a common mis-

conception that teen-agers are lazy and

self<:entered. "For them to come in and do

hard labor is very impressive," she said.

The group also provided classroom

help by interacting with the residents,

some of whom have physical disabilities

and are medically fi-agUe. Sister Nance

said the residents benefited from having

personal contact with the teen-agers.

"I was at first discomforted and inse-

cure (around the residents), but I knew
God wanted me to be there," said Erin

French, 15, from Woodbridge. "It was a

worthwhile experience. I realized they're

like me, but we have different needs."

"They have special talents like any-

one else," said Tom Bennington, 14, from

Annapolis, Md. "I wish we had more
time with them."

"The residents gave me a better ap-

preciation for life, and not to take things

for granted," said Kristen.

Sister Nance said the group shared

their experiences during lunch hours.

"They're a very spiritually-based

group," she said.

"The experience has exceeded my
expectations," said Kristen.

"I thought this would be a good way
to spend my summer vacation," said

Erin. "It definitely helped my relation-

ship with God."

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Teen-agers construct a crucifix out of

clothespins at Holy Angels In Belmont

during the Catholic HEART Workcamp

2004 In the Diocese of Charlotte June

27-July 2.

Serving the Carolinas
for more than 23 years!

Special Cards, Religious Articles,

Unique Gifts

l i ==n— CARPUNA CATHOLIC —
E= BOOK$HOPPE =
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704-342-2878

Fax (704) 334-33 13
44 1 0-F Monroe Road,
Charlotte, 28205

We welcome mail orders
and special orders!

Tues-Fri 9:30 am - 5:30 pm
Sat 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

Closed Mondays thru Labor Day

www.carolinacatholicbooks.com
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CLEANSING SPIRITS

College students spread God^s

love in Costa Rica

BY JULIE OSTERGAARD
SPECIAL TO

THE CATHOLIC NEWS &. HERALD

ALAJUELITA, Costa Rica —
While many college students relaxed at

home for the Christmas holidays, sev-

eral collegians from the Diocese of

Charlotte ventured to make a diflFerence

in Costa Rica.

Eleven students from Wake Forest

University in Winston-Salem helped re-

furbish and improve the neglected

Tejarcillos Elementary School Jan. 2-11.

The school serves more than 1,000 chil-

dren of undocumented immigrants to

the Central American country.

The trip was conceived by Catholic

students at Wake Forest University

who wanted an international service trip

with a Catholic flavor. Participating stu-

dents were required to help raise fijnds

for the trip and ask 30 people to pray for

them while away. A Catholic Relief Ser-

vices' Operation Rice Bowl mini-grant

from the diocesan Office of Justice and

Peace helped purchase supplies.

Operation Rice Bowl is the Lenten

program of Catholic Relief Services.

Accompanying the students were

their Catholic campus ministers, Conven-

tional Franciscan Father Jude DeAngelo
and Julie Ostergaard, along with Karen

Anderson, a parishioner of Our Lady of

Mercy Church in Winston-Salem.

Alcoholism, domestic violence and

family abandonment are common
among Alajuelita's population of 10,000,

which consists mostly of undocumented

immigrants from Nicaragua. Homes in

the area are mainly shacks of corrugated

metal and scraps.

"I saw just a glimpse of how much
poverty and suffering there is in the

world and how easy, and how much fian,

it is to put a smile on so many people's

faces," said sophomore WUl Brown.

The students learned that Nicara-

guans are largely looked down upon by

Courtesy Photo

Julie Ostergaard, a Catholic campus

minister at Wal^e Forest University in

Winston-Salem, holds a child during the

ministry's mission trip to Costa Rica.

the Costa Rican population. They felt

that working at the school was a good

way to make a positive difference in the

immigrant children's lives.

"There were graffiti-riddled bath-

rooms where the sanitary conditions

were unfathomable," said Jim
Fitzpatrick, who graduated from Wake
Forest University in May. "Sinks did

not ftinction, toilets were broken, gutters

were filled with dirt and trash. The walls

looked like they hadn't been painted in

decades."

"It was our goal to do what we could

for this school," he said.

Despite the daunting task,

Fitzpatrick said no one in the group

complained about the work.

The students cleaned and painted

three sets of bathrooms and walls,

cleaned out gutters and cut grass.

'We left; the school looking nothing

like the place we entered," said

Fitzpatrick.

The true testament to their work, he

said, was the principal's reaction.

Toce
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

1401 Partoii Ave. 72 I^ng SlioaL Road

Aslicvillc, NC Arden. NC
(828) 252-3535 (828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

Asheville's Catholic Funeral Directors

DaleGroce'* John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-arrangements and obituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

Catholic Gift & Book Store

Over 700 Book Titles, plus Bibles, Rosaries, Statues,

Medals, Tapes, CD, Plaques, & much, much more!

Hours: Sam -5pm Monday - Friday

(336) 273-2554 fax (336) 273-2441 233 N. Gtw.rie Si. Grmisbom, NC 27401

"As she looked around at the work
we had done, she was astonished," said

Fitzpatrick. 'TJnable to contain her emo-
tions, she cried."

In addition to fixing up the school,

the college students colored, painted and

played soccer with the children on an

uneven field called los Pinos ("the Pines").

Pedro, the first child encountered on

the walk from Tejarcillos to los Pinos, led

the group to the central area in the

Verbana Community, where kids burst

out of their shacks to play soccer.

"I don't know exactly how it will

affect my future plans, but that trip defi-

nitely planted a seed in the back of my
mind," said Brown. "I will never forget

those kids."

Evenings on the trip were spent in

prayer, reflection and celebrating the

Eucharist.

"Those things, coupled with the ex-

periences at the school and with the kids,

made me feel so intimate with God," said

Fitzpatrick. "I have never felt more inti-

mate with God than during those 10

days."

Wake Forest's Catholic Campus
Ministry plans to return to Costa Rica

with another group of students in Janu-

ary 2005.

"There are so many people out there

that need help. It can get overwhelming

at times when you think about how
much poverty is actually out there," said

Fitzpatrick. "Those kids in Tejarcillos

were not looking for money, but they

need help. They need someone to believe

in them, to love them, to let them know
that they are special."

"I never thought I would find an

abundance oflove in Alajuelita, Costa Rica,

but that is exactly what I found," he said.

'lx)ve opened my eyes and my heart"

Julie Ostergaard is a Catholic campus

minister at Wake Forest University. Editor

Kevin E. Murray contributed to this story.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on the GRS Operation

Rice Bowl program, contact Terri Jarina at (704)

370-3234, e-mail thjarina@charlottediocese.org

or visit www.cssnc.org/justicepeace.

2004 ORB MINI-GRANT RECIPIENTS

Each Lent, diocesan parishes and schools participate In

Operation Rice Bowl (ORB), the Catholic Relief Ser-

vices' program of prayer, fasting, learning and giving.

The majority of funds distributed from the ORB collec-

tion goes to the national CRS office for anti-poverty

programs worldwide, and a smaller portion remains In

this diocese, which the diocesan CRS committee spon-

sors a mini-grants program for local Initiatives on inter-

national issues or projects. The project or program can

be part of a larger Initiative.The 12 recipients received

$500 each for a total of $6,000.

Hispanic Bibie Study Youtti Group

Hispanic Center, Ellerbe

Bible study materials for youth of migrant families.

"Go Wtiere Tiiey Are" Hispanic Faitti Formation Program

St. James Church, Hamlet

Materials for faith formation and sacramental preparation

classes to serve the children of Hispanic families where

they live.

"Go Where Ttiey Are" Hispanic Faitti Formation Program

Sacred Heart Church, Wadesboro

Materials for faith formation and sacramental preparation

classes to serve the children of Hispanic families where

they live.

English as a Second Language Program

Our Lady of the Assumption School, Charlotte

ESL materials for Our Lady of the Assumption School^

students.

Jornada Juveniies (Youth Evangeiization Retreat)

Hispanic Ministry, Salisbury and Albemarle vicariates

Supplies for faith retreats for Hispanic youth. i

Spanish Faith Formation Programs

Sacred Heart Church, Salisbury

Bible study materials for Hispanic youth and adults.

iLa Mariposas Cathoiic Outreach

St. Andrew the Apostle Church, Mars Hill

Educational and social opportunities for Hispanic women,

Vicuna Project in Campo del Rosario

St. Pius X Church, Greensboro

Supplies to build a fence to contain vicuna animals for

members of the sister parish in Mandzo, Peru.

After School Tutoring Program

St. Joseph Church, Asheboro

Educational supplies for Hispanic children's tutoring program.

Pastoral Spanish Immersion Course Preparation

Diocesan Hispanic Ministry

Preparation materials for a Spanish Immersion Course

for priests and deacons.

Costa Rica Mission Trip

Wake Forest Catholic Campus Ministry, Winston-Salem

Supplies for service project conducted by university

students during mission trip.

Medical Terminology and Cultural Sensitivity Prep

Course

St. Michael Church, Gastonia

Course materials for Hispanic participants Interested in

a medical field job.

RememLer God^'s

In IJ^iirs

You can lake care of your family and your

cliurck tlu-ougk your will. You can express your

commitment to your Ckurck \ry making a Request

to tke Diocese of Cliarlolie or to your parisk.

Simply kave tke foilowang statement included in

votu- will: "/ leave to the Roman Catholic Diocese

of charlotte (or parish, city) the sum of

$ (or percent of the residue of my estate)

for its religious, educational and charitahle works."

of the

Roman Catftolfc Otocwe of CharloRo

To receive a free lookht "How To Make A Will That Works" contact Oina RlioJes, Director of PlanncJ Oivina,

704-370-3320, 1123 S. Chinch Street, Charlotte, A'C 23203, gmrhoJcs(<i:charlotfcJiocesc.or^
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BECOMING FAITHFUL SERVANTS OF CHRIST

Youths, young adults

immersed in Catholic

leadership institute
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — The Catholic

leaders of tomorrow spent an intense

week of work and worship at the

"Faithful Servant" retreat held at

Queens University June 20-25.

Fifty-eight youths, young adults

and adults from the dioceses of Char-

lotte, Raleigh and Johnson City,

Tenn. participated in the annual re-

treat, which was sponsored by the

dioceses, of Charlotte and Raleigh.

'"Faithful Servant' is an institute

blending Catholic theology and spiri-

tuality with universal, secular leader-

ship skills," said Paul Kotlowski, di-

rector of diocesan youth ministry.

The retreat is designed "to pro-

vide an opportunity to develop lead-

ership skills through an intense week
of experiential learning within the

context of Christian community,"
Kotlowski said.

The Diocese of Charlotte is a pio-

neer in the creation of the weeklong

leadership conference, said Kotlowski.

The conference originated as the

Christian Leadership Institute about

27 years ago.

Participants were divided into

seven small "communities" that fo-

cused on skills such as organization,

communication, leadership styles,

group dynamics, planning, diversity

training and consensus seeking.

Members then exercised those

skills through the planning of Chris-

tian experiences for the large group,

Kotlowski said.

"The leadership qualities work-
shops were amazing," said David
Robertson, a rising junior at North

Durham High School and a parishio-

ner of St. Matthew Church in

Durham. "I learned so much to take

back to my youth group."

"Faithful Servant" is rooted in be-

ing Eucharist, said Kotlowski.

"At the center of the week stands

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers'^ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care •Companionship ^{{omC
• Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping ^TVicf^aaH
• Meal preparation • Medication reminders XllolC^ClVJ

SENIOR CARE*

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

TOLL FREE: 877-71 3-2445 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated

ADD ELEGANCE TO YOUR CORRE/PONDENCE,
CARD/, CERTIFICATE/ AND /O MUCH MORE!

-offering both hand scribed and computerized
calligraphy for your special occasion!

And morel!!
Invitations Menus Certificates

Envelopes Place cards Seating charts

CALL TODAY AND WE'LL HELP YOU WITH YOUR EVENT!

dpcinc@alltel.net www.danaspci.com

DTC, I.nc

704-846-2120

Catholic

Social

Services

1 123 South Church Si.

( harlodp. N( 28203

www.t .orj,!

Executive Director:

Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227
Refugee Office:

Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930
lustice & Peace:

Joe Purello(704) 370-3225
Special Ministries:

Gerard A. Carter (704) 370-3250

Charlotte Region: 11?^ South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203
Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asbeville, NC 28801
Area Director: Sister Marie Frechette (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27108
Area Director: David Harold (336) 727-0705
Greensboro Satellite Office: (336) 274-5577
High Point Hispanic Center: (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

Courtesy photo by Jim Richmond

Participants in the adult community assemble a poster representing individual

personalities coming together to form a community of faith for the week during the

opening evening of the Faithful Servant leadership program June 20.

a theological session on the body of

Christ," he said. "Just as the Eucha-

rist stands at the center of our lives as

Catholic Christians."

"I grew closer to Christ and
learned how to become a better leader

in ministry," said Jonathan
Bradburn, a rising junior at Science

Hill High School and a parishioner of

St. Mary Church, both in Johnson
City, Tenn.

Kotlowski said the purpose of the

retreat is "to assist young people in

realizing the beauty, rights and re-

sponsibilities of their baptism."

"It is also constructed to equip

them with skills that will enhance the

quality of their lives when they utilize

them," he said.

"Even though everyone is from

different places, in coming together,

we are whole and stronger," said

Kiersten Shelton, a rising senior at

University of North Carolina-Char-

lotte and a parishioner of St. Thomas
Aquinas Church.

Contact Staff fVriter Karen A.

Evans by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-

ma il kaevans@cha rlottediocese.org.

come and Le filled!

"Prayer is a Hunger" -
a retreat witk world-renown Paulist Fatker Tkomas Ryan

Friday, Aug. 6th - Sunday, Aug. 8th

(extension possible through Wed., Aug. 11)

Sevensprings Center, Maggie Valley, NC

fl This retreat, with Mass celebrated daily, will focus on how
^^L^^H a Christian prays and will both teach and practice fresh

^^^^^^H approaches to praying with Scripture, beads, intercessions,

daily examination of consciousness and the body. Fr. Tom
also will enhance your appreciation for the historical evolution of the

contemplative tradition expressed in Christian meditation and Centering

Prayer, and provide practical instruction. The broader the range of "tastes"

we develop, the better we can respond to our hunger in a variety of ways.

As director of the Paulist North America Office for Ecumenical and
Interfaith Relations, Fr. Tom leads Prayer of Heart and Body retreats

around the country. Come and let him help you make the connection

between the valuable disciplines and the tools hidden in your own
"treasure chest."

Weekend only: $75 single or $95 couple

With extension: $95 individual or $135 couple

Limited number of partial scholarships available.

On-site lodging available. Please coll for information.

800-864-3258

Sevensprings Center www.sevenspringscenter.com
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

The story of four chaplains who
died together in World War II

REvrewED BY MAUREEN E. DALY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

"No Greater Glory" is the story of

four World War II U.S. Army chap-

lains who died together when their

troop ship sank in the freezing North

Atlantic.

The Dorchester, a U.S. Army troop

ship, was carrying 900 men to

Greenland from Nova Scotia when it

was torpedoed by a German U-boat

near midnight on Feb. 3, 1943. More
than 600 men died that night — some
from wounds but most from drowning

or freezing in the cold, rough seas.

Many of the survivors witnessed

the calm bravery of the four chaplains

— Catholic, Methodist, Dutch Re-

formed and Jewish — who helped oth-

ers to safety and were last seen stand-

ing together and praying as the ship

went down.

The four men came to symbolize

interfaith understanding, selflessness

and heroism. They were commemo-
rated on a postage stamp issued shortly

after their deaths, while the vC^ar was
still going on. It read: "These immortal

chaplains: Interfaith in action."

Dan Kurzman, former foreign cor-

respondent for The Washington Post,

interviewed dozens of witnesses who
saw what happened that night as well

as friends and families of the four

chaplains.

He brings alive the truly admirable

qualities of these four men. All four

were educated and gifted; they had

spent years preparing for their profes-

sions and then years in ministry, with

little financial reward. They had
bunked together only a short time, but

the character that showed when they

were in crisis was the result of a lifetime

of preparation.

The four immortal chaplains were

a Methodist minister, the Rev. George
Lansing Fox, 41, from Gilman, Vt.;

Rabbi Alexander Goode, 31, of York,

Pa.; a Dutch Reformed minister, the

Rev. Clark Poling, 32, from
Schenectady N.Y.; and a Catholic

priest. Father John Washington, 33, of

Kearney, N.J. The rabbi and the two
ministers were all happily married

with children. Father Washington, a

gifted musician, was close to his re-

cently widowed mother. He was one of

three sons she lost in the war. She
never recovered from her grief over his

death.

The book also includes photos of

the four chaplains and survivors, the

U.S. and German ships, the postage

stamp and church stained-glass win-

dows memorializing the men. Most
striking is a photo of a reconciliation

ceremony between German and Ameri-

can veterans who survived that night.'

The now elderly survivors were
brought together in 2000 by the Im-

mortal Chaplains Foundation, a fitting

end to an inspiring story. ,

Daly is book review editorfor Catho-

lic News Service.

Your Child's Education...

An important Decision!

We offer:

Grades K-5

Small class size

Foreign languages, music & art

A classical cuniculum with

emphasis on traditional Catholic

teachings

Affordable tuition

*****************************************

We welcome all families who wantan

academic & spiritual education in an

environment thatpromotes learningand %

formation of virtue and character Centered on Christ
Focused on Excellence

Hieie***1r*ititie**lr*ie**ieieieie*ie**ititititieit**ie*it**ie

Call nowto guarantee your child's enrollment . Space Is limited!

704-841-2292 ,

Visit us on the web at; www.bfessedsacramentacademy.org

Conveniently located behind Vi/indsor Square in MatthBA/s, NC v/ith easy access from 1-485

A private academy independent of Charlotte dioc^an schools

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: JULY 18, 2004

July 18, Sixteenth Sunday

ofOrdinary Time

Cycle B Readings.

1) Genesis 18:l-10a

Psalm 15:2-5

2) Colossians 1:24-28

3) Gospel: Luke 10:38-42

BY JEFF HENSELY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

I've been blessed to know people who
possessed a tremendous sense of hospital-

ity and generosity, like that displayed by

Abraham in the Genesis reading.

Scripture doesn't tell us why
Abraham begged the three strangers

passing by to stop so he could refresh

them. But they acquiesced and one guest, •

identified in the passage collectively as

God, offers a prophecy.

In a year, when he passes that way
again, Sarah will have a child. This is an

impossibility in the eyes of men, but very

much possible if your guest and prophet

happens to be God himself

So have the rules changed in the

Mary and Martha story? Is Martha
doing wrong by doing right; Mary doing

right by neglecting the duties of hospital-

ity? No, ifs a matter of timing, discern-

ment and recognizing who the guest is.

Mary, who takes "the better part," sitting

at Jesus' feet, listening to him, basking in

his presence, is doing the right thing at

the right time.

Perhaps that's why the Colossians

reading points us to the centrality of

Jesus. Paul speaks of his suffering for

Christ on behalf of his body, the church,

and makes it clear how important, how
central, Jesus and his incarnation are.

Martha missed out on an opportu-

nity to attend to Jesus, God's Word made
flesh, instead of cooking for him.

Perhaps the next time we entertain

guests, we'U get more out of their visit if

we use at least part ofour time to seek out

the presence of Jesus in them. Perhaps it

was recognizing and honoring that di-

vine presence in the wanderers that,

moved Abraham to his great acts of hos-

pitality in the first place.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCfflPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 11 - JULY 17

Sunday (Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Deuteronomy 30:10-14, Colossians 1:15-20, J.uke

10:25-37; IWonday, Isaiah 1:10-17, Matthew 10:34—11:1; Tuesday (St. Henry), Isaiah 7:1-9, Mat-

thew 11 :20-24; Wednesday (Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha), Isaiah 10:5-7, 13-16, Matthew 11 :25-27; Thurs-

day (St. Bonaventure), Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19, Matthew 11:28-30); Friday (Our Lady of IMount

Carmel), Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, Matthew 12:1-8; Saturday, Micah 2:1-5, Matthew 12:14-21

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 18 - JULY 24

Sunday (Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Genesis 18:1-10, Colossians 1 :24-28, Luke 1 0:38-42

IWonday, Micah 6:1-4, 6-8, Matthew 12:38-42; Tuesday (St. Apollinarius), Micah 7:14-15, 18-20,

Matthew 12:46-50; Wednesday (St. Lawrence of Brindisi), Jeremiah 1:1, 4-10, Matthew 13:1-9;

Thursday (St. IMary IWagdalene), Jeremiah 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13, John 20:1-2, 11-18; Friday (St. Bridget

of Sweden), Jeremiah 3:14-17, Matthew 13:18-23; Saturday (St. Sharbel IVIakhluf), Jeremiah 7:1 -11,

Matthew 13:24-30

Many Annuity Owners
Lose Money.
Will YOU?

Some annuity owners lose money because they didn't know

what questions to ask when they bought, and their salesperson

did not volunteer any information.

If you own an annuity or are considering taking advantage of

their many benefits, my FREE report, "Using Guaranteed

Annuities to Help You Survive Your Retirement, " will tell you

what questions to ask.

The report is FREE and shows you how to get more benefits

from your existing assets and help preserve your annuity value.

Call 800-800-4960, ext. 7405 (24 hours)

for your FREE report!

Dr. Richard Pucciarelli

Certified Senior Advisor

Member ofAsset Protectors and Advisors Group

i
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Introducing Pennybyrn

Along the wooded cove of

High Point City Lake,

God's handiwork is everywhere.

Worship in our

The new Pennybyrn at Maryfield will offer an exciting,

customizable retirement lifestyle unlike any other in the

Piedmont Triad region. New and elegantly-appointed

apartments and cottages spread amidst 66 acres of

magnificent trees and rolling hills! To reserve or learn more,

Call (336) 886-4103.
Toll Free l-(866)-627-9343.

peNKIVBVRKl^'MARYFIELD
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of Cod.

'Fahrenheit 9/11'

generates heat, little light
BY DAVID DiCERTI
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — Michael Moore's

documentary "Fahrenheit 9/ 11" is a

scathing indictment of the Bush
administration's domestic and interna-

tional policies leading up to and following

the terrorist attacks of Sept. 1 1, 2001.

Unabashedly biased in its inflam-

matory assertions, the controversial film

is certain to provoke strong reactions

from bashers and backers alike of Presi-

dent George W. Bush.

However, in mounting such a one-

sided ad hominem attack, director Moore
walks a perilous line between investiga-

tive journalism and partisan propaganda.

And, though artflilly packaged, as a politi-

cal polemic the case made by Moore ulti-

mately falls short of convincing.

The terrain covered by "Fahrenheit

9/ 11" is as sprawling as it is contentious.

The film revisits the events surrounding

the hotly disputed presidential election of

2000, then rushes into a relentless pillory-

ing of Bush, who is caricatured through-

out as a lazy, incompetent buffoon.

Moore's li\id litany consists mainly

of warmed-over accusations, leading him

to investigate territory already charted in

exposes by Bush insiders like Richard

Clarke and Paul O'Neill. While Moore
lands some body blows on Bush, his rant

offers little in the way of new information

or stop-the-presses revelations.

In a nutshell, Moore contends that

Bush sought to capitalize on Sept. 1 1 by

fanning the flames of fear in order to stifle

dissent and hoodwink the American pub-

lic into an immoral war with Iraq. Moore
also rehashes allegations that Bush both

profited from and was influenced by his

family's financial ties to prominent Saudi

oil sheiks, including members of the ultra-
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wealthy bin Laden clan.

The film soon loses focus, unravel--

ing into a shapeless and discursive dia-

tribe that goes everywhere and nowhere.

The accompanying analysis is superficial

at best. Its title notwithstanding, while

the film has certainly generated much
heat, it provides little light.

Moore hits viewers over the head

with an angry screed of statistics, jetti-

soning any pretense of impartiality. No-
where is this lack of objectivity more
evident than in his choice of

interviewees, all ofwhom are in lockstep

agreement with the film's overriding

thesis. Such an unbalanced approach

mutes the credibility of his arguments, a

pitfall that could have been avoided by a

more evenhanded inclusion of voices

from both sides of the political divide.

The film unfairly subscribes to a

blame-Bush-for-everything attitude that

fails to take into account wider geopoliti-

cal realities, including the foreign-policy

missteps of previous administrations.

Moore buttresses his version of the

story with carefully selected images and

sound bites — strung together without

context or, in some cases, even sources—
which conveniently support his oversim-

plified conspiracy theories, resulting in a

misleading, manipulative and at times

self-contradicting interpretation of facts.

Viewers will most likely leave

with the same political baggage that

they came in with. To critics of Bush,

Moore's hoop-jumping is simply
preaching to the choir. However, the

question remains: Will the choir loft

become more crowded as a result?

From a filmmaker with his evi-

dent passion and satirical skill, one

would have expected more.

Due tofootage of battlefield violence,

graphic images of combat casualties in-

cluding children, and some rough lan-

guage, the USCCB Office for Film &
Broadcasting classification is A-III —
adults. The Motion Picture Association

ofAmerica rating is R — restricted.
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SO LONG, FAREWELL, ADIEU

Three diocesan principals embarlion newjourneys
- BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — The princi-

pals of three diocesan Catholic

schools have bid farewell to their stu-

dents, faculty and staff as they seek

new challenges and opportunities.

Bob Wehde, principal of Immacu-
late Heart of Mary School in High
Point, left the post to become princi-

pal of Bishop Kelly High School in

Boise, Idaho, the state's only Catholic

high school.

Boise will be a homecoming of

sorts, as Wehde earned his master's

degree from Idaho State University

and an educational specialist doctor-

ate from University of Idaho.

Wehde said the greatest asset to

his job as principal was "the people

that I was blessed with, to work with

supporting parents, parishioners and

the loving students and families of

Immaculate Heart of Mary."

As principal of Immaculate Heart

of Mary, Wehde initiated a collabo-

rated curriculum for the Triad Area
Catholic Schools.

"Bob left his mark here, even after

only one year with the diocese," said

Linda Cherry, superintendent of dioc-

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION: Our
growing parish community of 1500 families is

seeking a full-time Director of Faith Forma-
tion, Candidate must be experienced with
master's degree in theology, religious education

or a related field. Send resume and a statement'

of your vision of Faith Formation to: Faith

Formation Search Committee, St. Paul the

Apostle Catholic Church, 2715 Horse Pen
Creek Road, Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (336)

294-6149; e-mail sbarnes@stpaulcc.org.

RETAIL POSITIONS: National Sandwich
Shop opening inside major retailer in Forest

City and Shelby. Management and part-time

positions. Benefits. Bonuses, Training. (704)
219-0338 or JLPavlish@Carolina,rr,com"

SPANISH TEACHER: Immaculate Heart of

Mary School has an opening for a part-time

middle school Spanish teacher. Needs to be

either NC Certified or open to obtaining

Lateral Entry. Please fax resume and cover

letter to (336)-887-261 3 or email to

nachter(ajihmchurch.org or mail directly to Im-
maculate Heart of Mary School, 606
Barbee Ave., High Point, NC 27262 — ATTN:
Principal.

TEACHER AND COUNSELOR: Immaculata
School announces two openings to begin with

the 2004/0.5 school yean I) Elementary School

Counselor: S/5th time and 2) First Grade
Teacher - Full-Time. Send letter of application

and resume ASAP to William Meehan, Princi-

pal, Immaculata Catholic School, 711 Bun-
combe St., Henderson\ille, NC 28791,

esan Catholic schools.

Walt Przygocki, principal of St.

Mark School in Huntersville, left the di-

ocesan schools after 35 years of service

as a teacher, administrator and coach.

In June, he had a manuscript ad-

dressing teacher retention in Catholic

schools published in the research

journal Catholic Education: A Jour-

nal of Inquiry and Practice.

This accomplishment led him to

make the decision to pursue a full-

time writing career, while continu-

ing to teach at University of North
Carolina at Charlotte.

Przygocki earned his bachelor's

degree in history from Belmont Ab-
bey College and a master's degree in

educational administration and a

doctorate in education leadership

from University of North Carolina at

Charlotte.

"We have wonderful students here

at St. Mark School," he said. "That's

been the real joy— to see the halls fill

up with 470 students who are excited

to be here."

Ginny Hutton, principal of

Asheville Catholic School, is depart-

ing after a lifelong career in Catholic

TEACHERS: Asheville Catholic School has the

following positions open for the 2004-2005
academic year: 1) 3rd GRADE TEACHER: We
seek a dynamic, experienced NC certified

teacher to teach all academic subjects. 2) PT
GENERAL & LITURGICAL MUSIC
TEACHER: For grades Pre-K through 8th,

Flexible schedule. We are an EOE. Please send

curriculum vitae to: Mrs. Donna Gilson,

Asheville Catholic School, 12 Culvern Street,

Asheville, NC 28804.

YOUTH MINISTER: Needed for vital, active,

growing suburban parish near Charlotte. Part-

time; hours and benefits negotiable. Team
builder, organizer, good communications
needed. Degree or commensurate experience;

certification in youth ministry or desire to cer-

tify. Send applications to Fr. Jerry McAndrews,
St. Therese Catholic Church, 217 Brawley
School Rd., Mooresville, NC 28117;
email jmcandrews@sainttherese.net or fax 704-

660-6321.

SERVICES

AUTO DETAILING: Marie's Multi-Cleaning

Services. Interior Vacuuming and Dressing.

Comprehensive hand washing. Expert waxing
and polishing. At YOUR convenience. Call 704-

394-4617.

TUTOR: Licensed, experienced Elementary &
Special Education teacher. Advocacy services

for special needs students also available. Mem-
ber of COPAA. (704) 449-2992.

FOR RENT

MOUNTAIN CABIN: Enjoy the quiet of the

NC mountains in a newly renovated 150 year

old cabin on the New River in Jefferson, NC.
Sleeps 8, 2 cable TVs, foosball, fireplace, cov-

ered deck and all amenities. Call Patti or Bill for

details: 336-286-2050.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailedtockfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S, Church St„ Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

education to enter "semi-retirement."

"I'll be spending the summer in

Florida with my seven grandchil-

dren," she said. "After that, I'll look

for a position in lay ministry, such as

in faith formation or as a pastoral

associate."

"I am truly impressed by and
amazed by (Asheville Catholic School

teachers') love, dedication, experience

and their strong academic back-

grounds," she said. "We have tremen-

dous support and involvement of the

parents, who bring a wealth of gifts,

talents, enthusiasm and joy."

"I now look forward to working
with adults and children of all ages,"

Hutton said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A.

Evans by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-

mail kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

DIRECTOR OF
~

PARISH FINANCE/OPERATIONS

This position is responsible for financial operations of St. Leo

the Great Catholic Church and School, including

managing a $2,000,000+ budget, staff and facilities. The qualified

individual will have 10+ years related experience. CPA/MBA

preferred. Competitive salary and benefits. No telephone calls.

Reply in confidence to PO Box 5855, Winston-Salem, NC 27113.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Centro Latino of Caldwell County

seeking Executive Director. Must have administrative experience, fluency

in English/Spanish, college degree. Salary $28,000-$32,000 with health

benefits.

Send e-mail inquiry to

clatincc@beUsouth.net, or send resume to:

Centro Latino of Caldwell County

PO Box 693

Lenoir, NC 28645

ASSISTANT CAMPUS MINISTER

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, located in the TRIAD area of North

Carolina, is searching for an additional full-time campus minister to work

with an established yet growing ministry. If you are a Catholic adult with a'

degree in liberal arts including some course work in education, scripture and

spiritual development and/or two years or more of practical experience as a

youth or campus minister, please consider this opportunity.

BMCHS has an established campus ministry program, which is responsible for

supervising all liturgical activities, retreat programs, community service and

peer ministry programs.

We need an energetic, highly motivated and deeply religious person to help

direct our young people toward a meaningful, life-affirming journey with Christ.

The position's starting salary is competitive. We also offer life insurance and

an exceptional health benefits plan, plus paid holidays. If interested, please

contact George Repass, Principal, Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School,

1725 NC Highway 66S, Kernersville, NC 27284. Phone: (336)564-1010
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Vatican looks to speed up

processing of sex abuse cases

CASES, from page 1

concern by both U.S. bishops and

Vatican officials that more manpower
is needed to break through the logjam

of abuse cases at the Vatican.

Since new norms went into effect

last year, hundreds of cases have ar-

rived at the doctrinal congregation,

which has oversight responsibility

for all priestly sex abuse cases involv-

ing minors. The congregation has

added some staff, but the workload

has been described by some as over-

whelming.

The result is that it may take

months to remove even an acknowl-

edged abuser from the priesthood,

and longer if an extensive investiga-

tion or church trial is involved. U.S.

This stunning sacramental ^

is perfect for use in your private''

devotions... or as a great gift
'

for someone special. / ^

• Heart-shaped beads
^

with blue pearl finish. ^ ^
• Centerpiece medal contains '

^
healing waters from the ^
Lourdes Grotto in France. >,

• Finely etched silver-

tone crucifix. \

• Blessed by the Discalced

Carmelite Friars. '

You may request the Lourdes Rosary

withjour gift of$12 or more in support qf
Discalced Carmelite ministries.

Catholics should be aware that as the

cases are reviewed and investigated,

the priests are not in active ministry.

Archbishop Sean P. O'Malley of

Boston was the latest U.S. prelate to

express frustration at what he called

the "very slow" pace of processing

abuse cases. Speaking to Boston me-
dia in Rome, he cited two causes for

the lag: lack of Vatican personnel, and

reluctance by alleged victims of abuse

to share their allegations with church

investigators.

Archbishop O'Malley told Catho-

lic News Service that the plan to

bring over U.S. canon lawyers should

help address the problem.

"I think that will be a big help,

because they're understaffed," he said

of the Vatican congregation.

The archbishop said the Vatican

was very open to the idea of sending

the U.S. experts, and that it looked

like it would happen this fall.

A Vatican official confirmed that

two church U.S. canon law experts

were expected in Rome this fall to

help prepare clerical abuse cases for

processing. They were likely to be as-

signed for an 18-month period.

"We are getting extra help, and

we are doing everything we can to

handle these cases fairly. It is impor-

tant that we do things as quickly as

possible; it is also important that we
ensure protection of everyone's

rights," said another informed
Vatican source.

The source emphasized that because

of the nature of the abuse cases, many
cannot be handled quickly. Allegations

often are made many years after the

abuse occurred, making it difficult to

gather evidence and interview witnesses,

and the allegations sometimes are denied

— by an accused priest or, more rarely,

by a victim.

Review board^s

interim head sees

more cooperation

with bishops

BY AGOSTINO BONO
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The outgoing

interim chairwoman of the bishops' Na-

tional Review Board said that she expects

more collaboration between the lay board

and the bishops now that the board has

demonstrated its independence.

Another aid to cooperation is that

the board has shown the high quality of

its work in helping the bishops imple-

ment policies to prevent clergy sex abuse

of minors, said Justice Anne M. Burke.

Burke, an Illinois Appellate Court

judge, spoke to Catholic News Service

aft:er the review board met June 27-28 to

plan future activities.

Because the board was appointed by

the president of the U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops, "we worked hard at

autonomy" from the hierarchy to estab-

lish credibility, she said.

Initially, the board needed a wall

between it and the hierarchy "to avoid

the view that we are a rubber stamp for

the bishops," said Burke.

"The board wQl remain independent

but be more collaborative," she said.

Burke said that in a June 1 1 letter to

her. Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head of

the Vatican Congregation for the Doc-

trine of the Faith, praised the work done

by the board as an example of lay coop-

eration with the bishops.

The cardinal's letter came in re-

sponse to her offer for board members to

hold a second meeting with the cardinal

to discuss the U.S. situation, she said.

The doctrinal congregation has

overall church authority in clergy sex

abuse cases.

She quoted the cardinal's letter as

saying: 'Tour offer is most generous and

is also appreciated, especially in light of

our conviction regarding tlie benefit to

be derived fr-om a close collaboration be-

tween bishops and the lay faithful on

issues such as those dealt with in the

National Review Board's two reports."

The two reports were a statistical

study on the nature and scope of the

crisis and a report on some of the pos-

sible reasons behind the scandal.

At its June meeting, the review

board discussed future activities such as

the planned study on the "causes and

context" of the crisis. Burke said.

The study will include an in-depth

look at "what was the nature of the envi-

ronment that allowed victims and perpe-

trators to come together," said Burke.

She estimated that the study would

take three to four years and involve inter-

views with numerous victims and perpe-

trators as well as control groups such as

priests not guilty of abusing children.

The board is working with the bish-

ops' Ad Hoc Committee on Sexual Abuse

to have a detailed proposal for the study

ready in September so that qualified re-

search centers can bid to do the report,

she said.

The study also aims to inform the

general public about child sex abuse that

Burke called "a public health crisis" and

"not just a Catholic Church problem."
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ASK THE BISHOP

Do you have a question for Bishop Peter J. Jugis? The CatholicNews & Herald

is starting a new feature in which Bishop Jugis will answer questions that are

submitted via regular mail or e-mail.

Questions about the faith and the Diocese of Charlotte that have a broad appeal

will receive priority consideration for response in the newspaper.

When submitting a question, please include your name, address and a daytime

telephone number. Questions may be condensed due to space limitations and.

edited for clarity, style and factual accuracy.

Send your "Ask the Bishop" question to Ask the Bishop, The Catholic News &

Herald, P.O. Box 37267, Charlotte, NC 28203, or e-mail

askthebishop@ charlottediocese.org.

Abortion vs. War
Targetingof
innocentlifemakes
all the difference

This column requires extra effort

to explain what it is not. It is not an

evaluation of the war in Iraq or of any

national leaders.

It is, however, an observation, on

the level of moral principle, about the

relationship between abortion, war
and being pro-life. And even there, I

am limiting myself to a couple of very

simple and specific points and not an

exhaustive analysis.

In his historic speech to the United

Nations in 1965, Pope Paul VI cried

out, "War never again, war never

again!" The world must heed these

words. They don't just mean, "Don't

fight." They mean that we have to

make justice and human rights so se-

cure that the need to fight disappears.

Many ask whether one can be a

good Catholic or be pro-life and sup-

port the war. The answer is yes, which

is to say that Catholic and pro-life

teaching do allow for circumstances in

which war is justified, because some-

times war has to be waged precisely

for the defense of life.

Even when war is justified, life is

always lost in the process. But innocent

life is never targeted, and that makes all

the difference in the world. How many
innocent lives, and how many children,

have been deliberately targeted for de-

struction in the current war?

By comparison, every abortion de-

liberately targets and destroys a child;

otherwi.se, it isn't even an abortion.

The purpose of war is not to kill

the enemy, but rather to deprive the

enemy of his ability to wage war and

to destroy others' rights. There's a big

difference between targeting military

Guest

Column

FATHER FRANK
PAVONE

Guest Columnist

and communications equipment to

disrupt the operations of the enemy
and just trying to kill as many people

as we can.

No doubt, some will read this col-

umn and begin arguing with me that

the war in Iraq is not justified. The
column is not arguing with them, but

precisely pointing out that it is OK for

them to come to that conclusion. It is

also OK for someone else to come to the

conclusion that the war is justified.

What is not OK is for someone to

say, "You are not pro-life because you

support the war." In fact, one may
support the war precisely because he

or she is pro-life and concludes that in

this case, force is the only way to pro-

tect human life, human rights and hu-

man freedom from the hands of those

who would destroy it. Others may dis-

agree, which is fine — but don't deny

the other person's right to come to a

different conclusion.

And do not miss the profound dif-

ference with abortion. There is no

room for interpretations or evalua-

tions of whether abortion may be justi-

fied. It cannot be, because its very es-

sence is the deliberate targeting and

destruction of a child. In war, we do
not target a single child, whereas ev-

ery abortion targets a child.

Catholic teaching allows more
than one position on war, but it does

not allow more than one position on

abortion.

Father Pavone is the national director

ofPriestsfor Life.

Pope begins northern

Italian vacation, says all

need time for rest

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Editor's note: There will be no

weekly general audiences while the pope is

on vacation until July 1 7.

INTROD, Italy — Pope John
Paul II began his mountain vacation

in northern Italy under heavy secu-

rity, stopping briefly to listen to local

schoolchildren recite a poem of wel-

come.

After a flight from Rome, the pope
arrived July 5 in Les Combes, near

Introd in the Aosta Valley. His chalet-

style residence was fenced off and
dozens of Italian police guarded the

perimeter.

Passing through the village, the

pope's car stopped briefly so he could

accept flowers, listen to the mayor's

greeting and hear the children's

poem. Other than recital of the Ange-
lus July 11, the pope had no public

activities planned before his return to

Rome July 17.

Before leaving Rome, the pope
wished everyone a happy vacation,

saying people need an annual period

of "serene, relaxation." He said those

who cannot take a real vacation

should at least be able to break up

their work schedule to include recre-

ation and leisure activities.

, Speaking at his noon blessing

July 4, the pope also reflected on the

three-day visit to the Vatican of Or-

thodox Ecumenical Patriarch

Bartholomew of Constantinople.

The pope said his various en-

counters with the patriarch, includ-

ing a major liturgy in St. Peter's

Square, had "confirmed and advanced

the commitment of Catholics and Or-

thodox to the service of the great

cause of full communion among
Christians."

He said they had both agreed to

continue and intensify doctrinal dia-

logue and practical cooperation.

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

Their encounters, he said, represented

an example of "how Christians can

and should always cooperate, even in

the presence of divisions and con- a.

The pope said their talks were
especially fruitful on the issue of

Catholic-Orthodox cooperation in

Europe, a continent that "should not

forget its Christian roots."

The pope did not give other spe-

cifics of his talks with the patriarch,

but he ended his reflection by saying:

"May God bring to fulfillment the

proposals formulated in these meet-

ings."

In his final major audience before

beginning his vacation, the pope met
July 3 with European church leaders

^

meeting to discuss Catholic education

on the continent.

The pope said he was concerned

that the increasing focus on scholastic

formation and professional training

was leaving too little space for the

"full development of young people."

This has left many young Europeans

confused, he said.

He said Europe has a rich hu-

manistic tradition that should not be

sacrificed in an age when educational

programs are often driven by eco-

nomic interests. Europe's educational

traditions also have strong Christian

elements, he said. By emphasizing

"being" and not just "having," the tra-

ditional Christian approach helps

young people mature, he said.

Letter to the Editor

Roosevelt quote unfairly edited

In the politically correct climate that

continues to wreak havoc on our nation

and in our families and churches, here is

but another flagrant example of our ef-

forts not to offend anyone.

Part of Roosevelt's speech is en-

graved on the Pacific side of theWW II

memorial in Washington ("Catholic

World War II vets on new memorial:

It's about time," .May 28), but in our

country's grandiose efforts to be tolerant.

the final words of his proclamation have

not been included— Roosevelt's speech

to the nation ends with "so help us God."

Roosevelt's words are engraved on

the hearts of those who heard them but

each year there are fewer of them. How
long will we rewrite history to the detri-

ment of our children and our nation?

— Mary Pat Arostegui

Matthews
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The center of God's will'

Anytime I'm able to pass along a

complimentary word about a fellow

priest, I'm glad to do so even when I

don't personally know the priest in

question. In this case, though, I do

know people who know him well, and

they've convinced me that he's the kind

ofpriest, and the kind of man, who rates

a special mention.

I can't think of a better time to do

this than right now, as the country is

about to come together to celebrate the

Fourth of July. It's a wonderful time to

salute this priest and his special calling,

and what it means to every one of us.

His name is Father Tim Vakoc, a

priest of the St. Paul-Minneapolis Arch-

diocese. More important, for our con-

sideration at the moment, he is an

Army chaplain. His men have known
him as Father Tim, or Maj. Vakoc, and

just plain "Padre." Late in May, he was

seriously wounded in Iraq, the first

chaplain to suffer that fate.

He was returning to his barracks

after celebrating Mass for some of the

troops. He was driving his Humvee
when a roadside bomb went off, leaving

him with some terrible wounds. He
came home to the United States early in

June, but those who tried to visit him at

Walter Reed Medical Center in

Bethesda, Md., were frustrated. He was
still heavily sedated, and early attempts

at communication were not successful.

This is a man— a priest, a hero—

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

who needs our prayers. By all accounts

he will continue to need them for some
time to come.

One thing that Father Tim Vakoc
said stands out above all others, and

helps me to explain why I'm singling

him out here. In a letter to his sister

during an earlier deployment in

Bosnia, here's what Father Tim, the

Padre, had to say: "The safest place

for me to be is in the center of God's

will — and if that is in the line of fire,

that is where I will be."

What a testimony of faith that is,

and what an eloquent expression of ser-

vice. Here's how the Wall Street Journal

treated this all-embracing commit-
ment: In our sardonic age, the Journal

reflected, "the phrase Tor God and
Country' may be greeted in some quar-

ters with cynicism. But we take the

measure of Father Tim and fellow

chaplains by their willingness to put

their lives on the line for these words.

Where others see a mass of troops, they

see individuals with souls and troubles

that need tending."

And that, of course, is what' mili-

tary chaplains are all about. Arch-
bishop Edwin F. O'Brien of the U.S.

Military Archdiocese, which oversees

the spiritual care of Catholic men and

women in the armed forces and those

who serve them as chaplains, said Fa-

ther Tim is a perfect example of what a

good chaplain should be.

"I've known him fairly well from

his earlier assignments," Archbishop

O'Brien said. "He impresses you as any

good parish priest would. He loves his

work and he loves the people assigned

to his care. He's mature and he's agree-

able. To sum it up, he's perfectly at

home in the role that God gave him."

Maj. Vakoc is part of a tradition

that goes back to the earliest days of

this nation, when the Continental Con-

gress authorized a corps of chaplains to

serve the newly formed Army. Then as

now, chaplains of all faiths would re-

mind soldiers and sailors at war that

they were still responsible to a higher

calling. As the Wall Street Journal put

it, the chaplain is the unarmed soldier

who^e job it is to serve those who serve.

Maj. Vakoc is one of those chap-

lains, and as it happens he is one of the

very best. He and others like him have

been serving with distinction ever

since the United States came into be-

ing. As once again we prepare to cel-

ebrate all that our nation's indepen-

dence has meant to us, that's a thought

worth remembering.

Pastors' decisions on baptizing ciiiidren
Our pastor gave a beautiful hom-

ily recently on baptism, saying children

have a right to baptism as soon as possible

after birth. However, this seems to vary

from pastor to pastor.

Certain pastors refuse baptism to an

innocent child if they judge parents are

not "Catholic" enough. Others welcome

infants with open arms, even if their par-

ents are out in leftfield oftheirfaith. How
do you explain this? (Illinois)

A. I think we need first to clarify

the church's policy on the matter.

When Catholic parents (or a Catholic

partner in an interfaith marriage) are

seriously deficient in their Catholic

practice, the pastor is obliged to delay

baptism until he can help the parents

rethink their faith.

True, children should be baptized

"within the first weeks" after birth

(Canon 867). The law assumes, how-
ever, that parents are practicing their

faith, prepared to raise their children

as faithful Catholic men artd women.
Thus, the same law requires that

immediately after birth or before, the

parents go to their parish priest to

request the sacrament of baptism and
to be properly prepared for it. A
priest may not, in fact, lawfully bap-

tize a child unless he has a solidly

founded hope that the baby will be

raised properly as a member of the

Catholic religion.

If evidence for this hope is lack-

ing, he should delay the baptism and

explain the reason to the parents

(Canon 868).

The ritual for baptism emphasizes

the point. At least twice during the cer-

emony, Catholic parents profess adher-

ence to the faith in which the child is

being baptized and promise to give the

example needed for the child to be

raised in their faith.

Normally, this promise cannot be

made unless the Catholic parents them-
selves are faithful in their Catholic prac-

tice and are not simply bringing the

child for baptism because of family tra-

dition or a vague feeling that "it's the

right thing to do."

In other words, the church is con-

cerned that parents not be placed in the

position of making a profession of faith

they do not honestly believe.

But— and this is a crucial point—
the story does not end there. The parish

priest is obliged to help parents who are

not yet ready genuinely to profess their

faith, to assist them in assuming re-

sponsibility for the religious education

of their children and then to decide the

right time for baptism.

I realize this may startle some
Catholics. But being realistic, our situa-

tion is vastly different from when we
almost automatically baptized children

of baptized Catholic parents.

Anyone familiar with Catholic his-

tory of the last few centuries knows that

by automatic baptisms, first Commun-

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

ions and confirmations, whole popula-

tions of people remained at an almost

primitive level of faith. One generation

of baptized, nonpracticing Catholic

parents succeeded another. Few were

called to open themselves to the possi-

bility of growth to a fuller Christian

Catholic life.

As someone put it well, a church

which never says "no" to parents who
are seriously deficient in their belief

and practice of their faith never will

allow them to become deeply believ-

ing parents.

Obviously various subjective judg-

ments come into play here, which could

be one reason for the differences you

experience. It's also possible that some-

times these concerns of the church are

neglected. .

It remains vital that Catholic par-

ents desire in their own hearts that the

baptism of their child will be what it

was meant to be, an earnest recommit-

ment of all their family to the faith they

hope to share with their child.

Wliatistlie

rightwayto

reconciie

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK

CNS Columnist

During the Prayers of the Faithful

at daily Mass two days before the April

25 women's pro-choice march on Wash-
ington, a woman prayed in a vengeful

tone: "May this weekend's march end in

disaster! Let us pray to the Lord."

There was dead silence among those

present. Then a few parishioners quietly

whispered, "Lord hear our prayer."

The next morning another woman
prayed, "Let us pray that those march-

ing, for purposes contrary to God's will,

wQl have a change of mind and heart."

The response from the congregation was
a loud, "Let us pray to the Lord!"

In the book "The Idea of a Univer-

sity," Cardinal John Henry Newman
gave a profound definition of a gentle-

man as a person who avoids all venge-

fulness, cutting remarks or anything

that will discomfort another. This re-

flects Christ, the Suffering Servant.

When Christ stood trial and saw the

injustice of it all, he could have lashed out

and brought the curse ofGod down upon

the Romans and Jews. Rather, he re-

mained silent and suffered injustice out of

love for us. He turned the other cheek and

in doing so taught us the peaceflil way of

bringing about reconciliation.

Christ is a martyr who witnesses to

what he believes and loves, and because

of that belief and love our hearts have

been changed forever.

In the proverb, "You can attract

more bees with honey than with vinegar."

Ifwe substitute the words "love" and "self-

sacrifice" for "honey," we have the model

ofreconciliation that Christ foremost used

to bring about our salvation.

Yet, the Scriptures tell us to be vigi-

lant, not to put our light under a bushel

basket and to stand steadfast.

In baptism we receive the gift of

prophecy, and like the prophets we are

expected to speak out boldly when we
experience people ignoring God's will. In

his public life, Christ often spoke out

boldly when people were breaking God's

law. In fact, he was rather ferocious with

the money changers in the Temple.

One of the biggest challenges the

church faces in catechizing its people is

understanding when we all are called to

be Christ the Suffering Servant and

when we are called to be Christ the

vigilant, bold prophet.

We need to better reconcile these

two approaches, an important challenge

for the church in a society where citizens

hold such diverse views on matters of

great concern.
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Mourners, including former U.S.

president, remember Mattie Stepanek
BY HENRIETTE GOMES
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WHEATON, Md. — Former
President Carter told the congregation

at a Wheaton church June 28 that he

had met kings and queens, presidents

and prime ministers, but the "most ex-

traordinary person I have ever known
in my hfe is Mattie Stepanek."

Thirteen-year-old Mattie, who died

June 22 in Washington after battling a

rare form of muscular dystrophy, was

remembered as a peacemaker, poet and

philosopher during his flineral Mass at

St. Catherine Laboure Church in the

Washington suburb of Wheaton.
Included among the hundreds of

mourners were two of his friends and

heroes, Carter and talk-show host

Oprah Winfrey.

Mattie met the former president as

one of his final wishes three years ago

on television's "Good Morning
America." The two of them had an "in-

stantaneous bond," said Carter.

Knowing the boy, he said, "literally

changed my life for the better." When
Carter received the Nobel Peace Prize,

he said, he remembered feeling that

Mattie had shared in the award.

Mattie suffered from dysautonomic

mitochondrial myopathy, a rare form of

muscular dystrophy that disrupts

heart rate, digestion and breathing. He
used a motorized wheelchair with an

attached ventilator to assist his breath-

ing.

He gained international acclaim as

a peace advocate and captured the

hearts of many with his "Heartsongs"
— a five-book series of poetry. Three of

the books reached The New Tork Times'

best-seller list.

In his homily. Father Isidore

Dixon, pastor of Most Holy Rosary

Parish in Rosaryville, where Mattie

and his mother, Jeni, were longtime

parishioners before moving to

Rockville, said, "Mattie gave us a great

example of embracing the cross."

Mattie shared, he said, in the suffer-

ings of Christ and made many sacri-

fices. The priest told the crowd, which

included hundreds of firefighters, some

CNS PHOTO COURTESY MuSCULAR DYSTROPHY ASSOCIATION

Mourners gathered at St. Catherine Laboure Church in Wheaton, Md., to honor 13-

year-old Mattie Stepanek, who died June 22 after battling a rare form of muscular

dystrophy. He was remembered as a peacemaker, poet and philosopher during his

funeral Mass. Mattie Is pictured with one of his five best-selling books of poetry.

Harley Davidson riders and people

from all walks of life, that Mattie "gave

us a great example of what it means to

be a believer."

While at Most Holy Rosary Parish,

Mattie had served as a lector and mem-
ber of the choir along with his mother.

Mattie also raised awareness of

muscular dystrophy and appeared on

the "Jerry Lewis MDA Telethon" to

help raise money for the Muscular Dys-
trophy Association, which named him
good-will ambassador two years in a

row. Displayed at the front of the

church near the bouquets of flowers

were pictures of Mattie smiling from

ear to ear.

Winfrey said when she first met
Mattie, as a guest on her show three

years ago, "I fell in love with him."

"I found him to be magical," she

said. He appeared on her show to

spread the message of peace and hope,

as the second of his final wishes.

Continuing their friendship

through e-mail, they discussed, among
other things, their feelings about death.

She told the standing-room-only crowd
in the church that Mattie had taught

her a lot and had given her a lot of

advice.

Those who were lucky enough to

have met Mattie, said Winfrey "wQl feel

the glow." She added, "His heart song
has left a heart print in my life."

One of Mattie's most important

philosophies was to "always remerpber

to play after every storm."

"He had adult thoughts, but he was
a child," said Murray Pollack, chairman >

of the Division of Pediatric Services at

Children's Hospital in Washington.

He said Mattie was a "world-class

prankster." At his request, Mattie had
with him in his casket a favorite stuffed

animal and his remote-control whoopee
cushion.

In his remarks. Carter noted that,

just as Jesus was fully human and fully

divine, Mattie had the character of an

adult but was still a child.

"Mattie was an angel of God," he

said.

The youngster, who believed in

peace, justice, humility, service, compas-

sion and love, was concerned about a

legacy. Carter said. "His legacy is forever

because his heart songs will resonate in

the hearts ofpeople forever."

In one poem, Mattie wrote he
would continue to be a peacemaker in

heaven.

Instead of a hearse, a fire truck car-

ried Mattie's body to the cemetery as he

had requested and was escorted by bik-

ers he had met at the Muscular Dystro-

phy Association telethon.

Mattie was buried at Gate of

Heaven Cemetery in Silver Spring next

to his siblings, Jaime, Katie and Stevie,

who as toddlers died of the same disease

Mattie had. His mother suffers from the

adult form of the disease.

After the service at the cemetery,

family and friends gathered at the

Montgomery County Fairgrounds for

a reception to celebrate his life.

NOTICE TO READERS
THE PARISH PROFILE WILL RETURN.
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Harvesters of sorrow
MIGRANT CAMP VISITS

EXPOSE 'HORRID LIVING

CONDITIONS'

BY JOANITA M.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

WESTERN NORTH
CAROLINA — Soon the 10

empty trailers would fill with

Hispanic migrant tomato
pickers.

Located in a "park" in

Bryson City, a couple of trail-

ers had boards piled inside and

looked as if they were getting

new floors. Others weren't that

fortunate. In at least one
trailer, rat droppings littered

the floor and the kitchen ceiling

was falling in.

'These (trailers) are among
the worst I've ever seen,"

said Hector Rodriguez, execu-

tive director of the Catholic Mi-

grant Farmworker Network
(CMFN), an Idaho-based
organization of farmworkers

and their pastoral agents.

Rodriquez toured camps
in Bryson City, Cullowhee and

See CAMPS, page 7

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach
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Phoio by Joaniia M. Nellenbach

Chickens penned behind the

trailers in Cullowhee are

slated for migrants' dinners.

Hector Rodriguez (right), executive director of the Catholic Migrant Farmworker Network, chats

with Rafael Guido (left) who transports tomatoes from Hendersonville to markets elsewhere. With

them are Capuchin Franciscan Father John Salvas, parochial vicar of Immaculate Conception Church

in Hendersonville and Antonio Garcia, Hispanic Ministry Coordinator for the Asheville Vicariate.

PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN

Assistance cooridinators rea(dy

to help in Diocese of Charlotte
BY DAVID MAINS

SPECIAL TO THE CATHOLIC NEWS

&. HERALD

CHARLOTTE — As a

part of its commitment to sup-

port the "Charter for the Pro-

tection of Children and Young
People," the Diocese of Char-

lotte has appointed three coor-

dinators to assist survivors of

sexual abuse.

The charter, adopted by

the U.S. bishops in 2002, calls

for every diocese to have
proper procedures and person-

nel in place for handling allega-

tions of child abuse, to reach

out to survivors, to remove
abusive clergy and to adopt

comprehensive safe-environ-

ment programs.

The assistance coordina-

See HELP, page 8

Photo illustration by David Mains

Nancy Miller-Campbell is one

of three assistance coordinators

in the Diocese of Charlotte.

Nurses in the house

Parish nursesprovide vital

links
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Marriage

amendment
fails first

Senate vote

CATHOLIC LEADERS RALLY

SUPPORT FOR THE

TRADITIONAL FAMILY'

BY PATRICIA ZAPOR
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON— The
Senate's attempt to approve a

constitutional amendment
banning homosexual mar-
riages July 14 lost a first round

on a 48-50 procedural vote, 12

short of what was needed to

keep the measure open for dis-

cussion and a vote on the legis-

lation itself

The Federal Marriage
Amendment had been en-

dorsed at press conferences

earlier in the week by the gen-

See MARRIAGE, page 13

Pope says relaxing

part of observing

Lord's day

'SILENCE' ISAWAYTO

HEAR GOD'S WORDS,

SAYS POPE

BY CATHOLIC NEWS
SERVICE

CASTEL GANDOLFO,
Italy — While attending Sun-

day Mass is the most impor-

tant part of observing the

Lord's day, moments of rest,

reflection and recreation with

friends and family also are

helpful, Pope John Paul II said.

'Tistening to the word of

God is the most important

See SILENCE, page 16
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

SHORTS? NO SERVICE

CNS PHOTO BY Valerie McGuire

A visitor wearing shorts looks over the dress requirements for entering St. Peter's

Basilica at the Vatican in mid-July. Adults wearing shorts or those with uncovered

shoulders are not permitted in the basilica.

Vatican conference

underscores universal

issues of tourism industry
VATICAN CIT\^ (CNS)— As long

lines of tourists were waiting to clear

security to get into St. Peter's Basilica, a

Vatican office was discussing short

pants.

The Pontifical Council for Migrants

and Travelers' Sixth World Congress on

the Pastoral Care of Tourism, held July

5-8 in Bangkok, Thailand, included

talks about paid annual leave as a benefit

or a right, the human need for rest and

relaxation, the benefits of traveling

abroad, the obligation to respect local

laws and customs, and the responsibility

of host communities to be welcoming.

But a much-discussed Vatican cus-

tom, but one which still takes many
visitors by surprise, is that people want-

ing to enter St. Peter's Basilica as sight-

seers or pilgrims must dress appropri-

ately.

The long-standing rule is that

adults are not permitted to enter wear-

ing shorts and that shoulders must be

covered — no tank tops or spaghetti

straps.

Those responsible for preserving the

decoration as well as the decorum in the

basilica, however, have rescinded a 2003

decision that, for women, "shorts" in-

clude the mid-shin-reaching slacks

known variously as capris or pedal

pushers.

'This year short pants are OK, as

long as the knees are covered," an official

at the basilica said. Men are still asked to

wear full-length slacks.

Three young nurses visiting from

Denver were disappointed that the one

wearing shorts could not go into the

church, but as Michelle Lancaster said,

"I don't want to offend anyone. When
you travel, you should try to blend in as

much as possible."

At the Bangkok conference, retired

Indian Archbishop Raul N. Gonsalves of

Goa and Daman identified a lack of

modesty as one of the chief offenses of

individual tourists visiting his diocese's

famed beaches.

Too often, he said, "the permissive

lifestyle of foreign tourists, nudity, mas-

sages on the beaches, infatuations and

drug use induce local youths to experi-

ment with drugs and sex."

The archbishop said that in sending

and receiving tourists, in working with

local officials and in cooperation with the

World Tourism Organization, Catholics

should promote a "renewed tourism in

which people can enrich themselves cul-

turally by promoting the dignity of oth-

ers, respecting their differing cultural

baggage, protecting and promoting the

safeguarding of the earth, thereby en-

couraging harmony and peace."

Another topic at the Bangkok con-

ference was the human need for rest and

relaxation, the development of paid leave

policies and the consequent expansion of

foreign travel among people who are not

seriously rich.

Pro-life official praises vote on funds
f

for U,N, population agency

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
defeat in a House committee of a pro-

posal to give $25 million in U.S. funds

to the U.N. Population Fund was "a

victory for women and children around

the world, and for the U.S. taxpayer,"

said the U.S. bishops' chief spokes-

woman on pro-life issues.

Cathy Cleaver Ruse, director of

planning and information in the bish-

ops' Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities,

praised the July 12 vote in the House
Appropriations Committee on an

amendment proposed by Rep. Nita

Lowey, D-N.Y.

The committee vote was 32-26

against Lowey's amendment.

"The United States should remain

out of the business of financing the ex-

ploitation of women~-through coercive

programs supported" by the U.N.
population agency. Ruse said in a July

Diocesan.
planner

BOONE VICARIATE

NORTH WILKESBORO — If you have a

special need for prayers, or would like to offer

your time in prayer for others' needs, please

call the Rosai-y Chain at St. John Baptist de La
Salle Church. The Rosary Chain is a sizable

group and all requests and volunteers are

welcome. For details, call Marianna de

Lachica at (3S6) 667-9044.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— Just Second Fridays (JSF)

will take place Aug. 13, 1-2 p.m., in the

Atrium Room of the Annex Building of St.

Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St. Rev. Dr. Ben

Bushyhead, director ofcommunity and recre-

ation services for the Eastern Band of Chero-

kee Indians, will speak on "Myths, Misconcep-

tions and Stereotypes ofNative Americans. "JSF

is a monthly lunchtime speaker series spon-

sored by the Office of Justice and Peace,

Catholic Social Services, in partnership with

St- Peter Church. Parking is available in the

underground garage next to the church.

Bring your lunch; cold drinks are provided.

Call (704) 370-3225 for further information.

CHARLOTTE— Where is your faith jour-

ney taking you? Join Dorothy, the Scarecrow

and friends for this grand adventure on "The

Yellow Brick Road" featuring music by Kathy

and David with Redeemed, food and cofl'ee. St.

Matthew Church, 80 1 5 Ballantyne Commons
Pkwy., will host a Teen Coffeehouse July 24,

7:30-9:30 p.m. All high school teens are in-

12 statement.

She pointed out that in July 2002
Secretary of State Colin Powell said the

U.N. Population Fund's support of

China's population planning activities'

"allows the Chinese government to

implement more effectively its program
of coercive abortion."

As long as the U.N. agency "sup-

ports these barbaric policies imposed
on families, it must remain ineligible for

U.S. funding, period," said Ruse.

Gail Quinn, executive director of

the pro-life secretariat, had asked com-
mittee members in a letter to oppose the

amendment.

"Current federal policy ... reflects a

broad international consensus among
member nations of the United Nations"

which have "condemned 'forced steril-

ization and forced abortion' as 'acts of

violence against women,'" Quinn wrote.

vited to join us for this very special evening.

Please call Erin Dunne at (704). 543-7677 for

details.

CHARLOTTE — The Diocesan Ministry fot

Gay and Lesbian Cat/iolics invites family and

friends to celebrate the annual LBGT Mass July

28 atjj p.m. at St. Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon

St. for Mass with a reception afterwards in Biss

Hall. For more information, call Kevin Melody

at (704) 596-3845.

CHARLOTTE —The Toung JVidowed Grou}

meets at 7 p.m. on the second Tuesday of eacl

month in the Fellowship Hall of St. Gabriel

Church, 3016 Providence Rd. For more infor-

mation, contact facilitator Sister Therest

Galligan at (704) 362-5047, ext. 216.

CHARLOTTE— Kdoration of the Bkssed Sac-

rament is offered in the chapel of St. Matthew

Church, 80 1 5 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., eacl

Friday following the 9 a.m. Mass until Satiuxiaj

at 9 a.m. Adorers are needed, particularly dur-

ing the hours ofmidnight-6 a.m. for more infor-

mation, call Charles and Bernice Kish at (704) i

46-7387.

HUNTERSVILLE — Elizabeth Ministry ii

forming a group at St. Mark Church, 1474(

Stumptown Rd. Elizabeth Ministry ofiers confi-

dential, one-to-one contact, information, com^

fort and healing for women who have experi-

enced miscarriage, stillbirth or early infan

death. Please call Sandy Buck at (704) 948-458'

for more information.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope offers prayers for victims

of scliooi fire in india
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II offered prayers for the vic-

tims of a school fire that killed 90 chil-

dren and left another 100 injured in

southern India.

In a telegram sent to Indian au-

thorities in the pope's name, the Vatican

secretary of state, Cardinal Angelo
Sodano, said, "The Holy Father was

deeply saddened to learn of the devastat-

ing school fire in Kumbakonam which

has taken the lives of so many young
children and has left so many others

injured."

Told of the tragedy while vacation-

ing in the Alps, Pope John Paul "was

particularly struck and prayed" for the

children, spokesman Joaquin Navarro-

Valls said.

Police said the July 16 blaze at the

Lx)rd Krishna Middle School started in a

makeshift kitchen and quickly spread

CHARLOTTE — Perpetual Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament is available for all members of

the clergy and laity in the Diocese ofCharlotte at

St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd. Any
parishioner interested in the .\postolate and wlio

would like to make a tirm commitment to adora-

tion for one hour a week is welcome to join the

Perpetual Adoration Society. For details, call

Kathleen at (704) 366-.51'27 or e-mail Terri at

terrid ugan(^earthlink.com

CHA RLOTTE— The Caiu er Support Group for

sur\ivors. family and friei;ds meets the first

Tuesday ofeach month at 7 p.m. at St. Matthew
Church, 801.5 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. For

more information, call Marilyn Borrelli at (704)

542-2'28.'J.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — All middle and high school

youths are welcome to join Dennis Teall-

Fleming for Adoration of .the Blessed

Sacrament every Tuesday, 5-6 p.m. in the Ado-
ration Chapel at Belmont Abbey College for an

hour ofprayer and devotion. For details, contact

Dennis at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26 or e-mail

teallfleming@yalioo.com.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — All young adults in their

20s, .'iOs and 40s, single or married, are invited

to Theology on Tap, a speaker series for Catho-

lics. Theology on Tap is a casual forum where
people gather to learn and discuss the teachings

of the Catholic Church. Sessions consist of a

social hour at 7 p.m. and speakers beginning at 8

p.m., Aug. 17, 24, ?A and Sept. 7 at Anton's

Restaurant, 1628 Battleground Ave. For more
information, e-mail greensborotot@yahoo.com
or call Deb at (.'S.S6) 286-.S6H7.

GREENSBORO — Notre Dame Catholic High
School is planning an alumni reunion for Aug.
11-, 2004. For more information, call Nicholas

Schnyder at {SSCy) .'i.').'j-.<j456 or e-mail
nichola.s.schnydcr^f^lM-! lsouth.net.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE — The fVido-ws Lunch
Bunch, sponsf)red by Immaculate Con<:(-ption

Churc h, meets at a diflcn-nt restaurant on tiic first

Wednesday of each month at 1 l:.SOa.m. Reserv a-

tions are necessary. For more information and
re,ser\ ;itions, call Joan Keagle at (828) 69.'3-47.'i.'j.

through the school. More than 30 of the

victims were burned to death, while the

others were killed in a stampede. A wit-

ness said the school's main door was

locked when the blaze began, but was

unlocked by the escaping teachers. Most
primary schools in India keep the main

door locked to keep children from run-

ning out into the street. The Associated

Press reported.

In a July 1 7 statement, the Catholic

Bishops' Conference of India asked for

"more safety measures for schools, espe-

cially in the rural areas of the country." It

said government should provide the

best facilities for education "so that a

similar tragedy may not be repeated."

The school students came from all

faiths. Some Catholics said they enrolled

their children there because church

schools had refused them admittance,

UCA News reported.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

SALISBURY— Elizabeth Ministry is a peer

ministry comprised of Sacred Heart Church

parishioners who have lost babies before of

shortly after birth. Confidential peer minis-

try, information and spiritual materials are

offered at no cost or obligation to anyone who
has exf>erienced miscarriage, stillbirth or the

death of a newborn. For details, call Renee

Washington at (704) 637-0472 or Sharon

Burges at (704) 633-0591.

SALISBURY — Our Lady Hosaiy Makers of

Sacred Heart Church, 128 N. F'ulton St., are

making cord rosaries for the missions and the

military The group meets the first Tuesday
ofeach month in the church office conference

room, 10-1 1 a.m. For more information, call

Cathy Yochim at (704) 636-6857 or Joan

Kaczmarezyk at (704) 797-8-405.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

HAYESVILLE — "Cherokee History and the

Trail of Tears: Catholics and Cherokees Con-

tinuing Dialogue" will host Russ Townsend,

archeologist, interim director of the Tribal

Historic Preservation Office of the Eastern

Band ofCherokee Indians and member ofthe

Cherokee Nation of Oklalioma. Townsend
will share the story of the Cherokee people

before the coming of the Europeans, what was
happening in Europe before Columbus and

others began their explorations, and the

events leading up to the Trail ofTears and the

impact it still has on people today. Following

the presentation, there will be an opportunity

to discuss ways to apply Catholic social teach-

ings and address justice issues of the Chero-

kee people today. The workshop will take

place Aug. 7 at 1 p.m. at St. Joseph Catholic

Church, 316 Main Street in Bryson City. For
more information or to register, call Mary
Herr at (828) 497-9498 or email

maryherr@dnet.net.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a

free event? Please submit notices for

the Diocesan Planner at least 15

days prior to the event date in

writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or

fax to (704) 370-3382.

Vatican seminar looks at ways to meet

UN, anti-poverty goals by 2015
VATICAN CITY (CNS)— In suj^

port of the U.N.-defined millennium de-

velopment goals, Pope John Paul II en-

couraged efforts to drastically reduce

poverty, debt and poor health conditions

in Third World nations by 2015.

The pope's backing for the U.N.

objectives came at a time when many
were questioning whether achieving

the millennium goals 1 1 years from
now was realistic.

The pope's remarks, in a letter to Car-

dinal Renato Martino, president of the

Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace,

were made public during a July 9 Vatican

seminar, "Poverty and Globalization: Fi-

nancing for Development, Including the

Millennium Development Goals."

The Vatican's minisummit brought

together government leaders, represen-

tatives of nongovernmental organiza-

tions, U.N. development directors and

financial strategists who discussed ways

of financing the development goals.

The millennium development goals,

endorsed by world leaders at the U.N.

Millennium Summit in September
2000, set several concrete objectives to

be achieved by 2013; they included re-

ducing by half the number of poor
around the world and improving health

and education in the developing world.

Cardinal Martino said the pope's

support of the project would spark

greater international support at a time of

growing skepticism that the U.N. goals

can be met.

In his letter, the pope said that while

much work has been done to reduce the

debt ofpoor countries, "more is needed if

developing nations are to escape from

the crippling effects of underinvestment

and if developed countries are to fulfill

their duty of solidarity with their less

fortunate brothers and sisters in other

parts of the world."

"In the short to medium term, a com-
mitment to increase foreign aid seems the

only way forward," the pope said.

Other solutions discussed at the

seminar included plans to create an in-

ternational tax on the trade of arma-

ments and high technology, a strategy

balked at by some, such as Germany,
Japan and the United States.

Cardinal Martino, citing a remark

made by Pope John Paul on another

occasion, said that "to make promises to

the world's poorest and then break them
is unpardonable." He said the U.N. goals

should be reassessed every 15 years af-

ter 2015.

Unholy weather

CNS PHOTO BY Rick Musacchio, Tennessee Register

Mother Rose Marie Masserano, left, Sister Mary Justin Haltom, center, and Sister

John Mary Fleming, who are Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia, examine the damage

to their motherhouse in Nashville, Tenn., after a storm ripped a section of a newly

installed roof from the building July 13. No one was injured when debris crashed

into the roof section of the structure, which was built in 1887.
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JOURNEYING DOWN UNDER

High schoolers explore ancient

cultures in South Pacific
KERNERSVILLE — For many in

the group, it was the trip of a lifetime.

"I climbed' the Sydney Harbor
Bridge, surfed at Bondi Beach and scuba

dived in the Great Barrier Reef," said

Teddy Lynch, a sophomore at Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School.

"When will I ever get to do that again?"

Teddy was one of 38 Bishop
McGuinness students and parents to

take the "Journey Down Under" June

16-July 2, an educational adventure trip

that included stops in New Zealand,

Australia and Hawaii.

The group first explored the Maori

culture at Rotorura on New Zealand's

North Island. Attending a Maori
"hangi," the travelers enjoyed a tradi-

tional feast while experiencing the Maori

creation story in song.

Later, the group attended Mass at St.

Michael's, a predominantly Maori parish.

A lasting impression was a Maori Com-

munion song, sung by congregation

members, said Mike Streich, a history

teacher at Bishop McGuinness who was

on his fourth South Pacific toiir.

The trip continued to cosmopolitan

Sydney, Australia, where the group
toured the world-famous Opera House
and enjoyed a harbor cruise. Students

also scaled the landmark Harbor Bridge

and learned to surf at Bondi Beach.

The tour continued to tropical

Cairns, Australia, where the Great Bar-

rier Reefmeets the rain forest. The group

spent two days at the remote Fern Tree

Resort and explored the aboriginal com-
munity at Kuranda and Tjapukai near

Cairns.

They then departed for Honolulu,

Hawaii, where they visited Pearl Harbor

and the USS Arizona Memorial.

Tentatively, the 2006 South Pacific

sojourn will include Raratonga, Cook
Islands.

Courtesy Photo

Students and parents from Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School in Kernersville

pose atop the Harbor Bridge in Sydney, Australia, a stop on their "Journey Down

Under" June 16-Juiy 2.
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Lounging at the luau

Courtesy Photos

Although once thought to be the domain pf only Protestant Churches, Vacation

Bible Schools are now common in Catholic parishes and teach children about their

faith through Bible stories. At St. James Church in Hamlet (above), forty children

entertained their parents with Bible verses and songs at the July 9 luau closing of

the Lava Lava Island Vacation Bible School. At Holy Family Church in Clemmons

(below), more than 160 children (and 70 volunteers) participated In this year's

Vacation Bible School.

Pictured above are: (back row, from left) Brad Bradley, Isle Castellanos, Alicia

English, Michael Whitley; (middle row, from left) Gabrielle Stephens, Hayley Wilson,

Kathie English; (front row, from left) April Whitley, Segio Chappero, Kristopher

Phillips, Angeliz Hernandez and Daniel Lucero.

Pictured below are (from left) Victoria Murray, Joanna Shaw, Tim Sharp, Nick Griffin

and David Griffin.
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Is there a nurse in the house?
Parish nursesprovide vitallink betweenparishioners, health services

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — In the earliest

days of the Catholic Church, members of

the community would first go to their

parish priest for healing.

Throughout the centuries, as medi-

cal practices improved and became more

accepted, people turned to physicians for

health services.

Over the past 20 years, churches

have begun to return to their historical

status as a link between parishioners

and the healthcare community through

parish nursing programs, also known as

congregational nursing.

As a member of a church's ministry

team, a parish nurse combines profes-

sional nursing expertise with faith con-

cepts to facilitate the healing mission of a

congregation. A parish nurse is also a

pastoral connection between faith and

health, helping people connect what they

believe with life choices.

Several churches in the Diocese of

Charlotte have parish nurses, most of

whom are not paid for their time. Most
parish nurse programs are funded

through hospital grants and parish as-

sessment.

"We serve as educator, advocate and

facilitator," said Linda Sheridan, parish

registered nurse for St. Francis of Assisi

Church in Jefferson. The church is one of

1 2 members of the Ashe Congregational

Health Ministry Program.

Sheridan said she works with pa-

rishioners to counsel them about medi-

cations, to educate them on healthcare

issues and to connect them with various

health and service agencies.

Another major part of her parish

nurse ministry is home and hospital vis-

its to the sick and dying, for whom "I

facilitate the administration of the sacra-

CNS PHOTO BY Karen Caluway, Northwest Indiana Catholic

Parish nurses act as personal health counselors to discuss health concerns with

parishioners and make home/hospital/nursing home visits.

ments of anointing of the sick and the

Eucharist by a priest," she said.

"Our role (as parish nurses) is to

promote healthy lifestyles and disease

prevention based on the whole person—
body, mind and spirit," said Christine

Judge, parish registered nurse at St. Pius

X Church in Greensboro.

Established in 1998, the Congrega-

tional Nurse Program in Greensboro

initially had 10 churches as members.

Today, 31 faith communities, including

the Jewish congregation, are members.

Ten more communities will begin par-

ticipation in 2005.

Because they do not operate under

the supervision of a physician, parish

nurses do not perform "hands-on" nurs-

ing care, such as providing wound care

or injections. Rather, they serve as a

health educator to promote an under-

standing of the relationship between

lifestyle, attitudes, faith and well-being.

Nurses in the parish setting also are

referral sources to help people utilize

community resources and services and

are facilitators to recruit and coordinate

volunteers and support groups within

the congregation.
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Cheryl Fleming is the parish regis-

tered nurse coordinator for the Belmont

parish nurse ministry and serves as the

parish nurse for three Belmont-area

churches including Queen of the

Apostles Church.

Fleming sees herself as a "champion

of the underdog" for people having a

difficult time navigating the increasing

complex healthcare system.

"(Parish nurses) wear many hats —
we're not just educators, not just counse-

lors — we do a bit of everything," she

said.

Fleming's work as a parish nurse

extends beyond the church into the com-
munity at large. With a $2,000 grant

from the diocesan development office,

she has organized a health and safety

fair for the Belmont community to be

held July 31.

"We hope to find ways to build

bridges between faith and ethnic com-
munities," said Lelia Moore, congrega-

tional nurse coordinator of Moses Cone
Health System.

Moore said she is tr3ang to make
connections within the Hispanic,

Montagnard and Korean communities

to serve their medical needs.

One way to accomplish this bridge

building is events such as the Festival of

Health and Hispanic Culture, held at

Our Lady of Grace Church in Greens-

boro in October 2003. The festival fea-

tured cultural exhibits and activities as

well as health and wellness exhibits.

According to Caring Congrega-
tions, Inc., an educational nonprofit

organization whose mission is to edu-

cate and support parish nurses and
other health ministers, the goal of

parish nursing is "to allow God to

comfort another person through the

nurse, to put the person being cared

for in a position to be conscious of the

presence of God in his or her life and

current situation."

"In the early Christian Church, the

Catholic community took care of its own
people," Judge said. "Now, we're getting

back to those roots."

Contact Staff" Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.
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Sisters of St. Joseph set priorities,

elect congregational leaders

PHILADELPHIA — More than

400 Sisters of St. Joseph, including sev-

eral from the Diocese of Charlotte, gath-

ered at Chestnut Hill College for sessions

of Chapter 2004.

Every five years, the sisters convene

a Chapter of Affairs and Chapter of Elec-

tions to establish priorities, set directions

for the foreseeable future and elect con-

gregational leaders.

During the June 25-July 4 sessions

at the Catholic liberal arts college, the

sisters adopted a five-point chapter

document, calling themselves to realize

its goals over the next five years through

processes involving contemplation, edu-

cation, conversion and courageous ac-

tion.

Attending from the Diocese ofChar-

lotte were Sister Joan Pearson, Hispanic

ministry coordinator for the Hickory Vi-

cariate; Sister Mary Karalis, a teacher at

Our Lady of Mercy School in Winston-

Salem; and Sister Helene Nagle, princi-

pal of St. Ann School in Charlotte.

During the gathering, delegates

elected Sister Patricia Kelly to a second

term as congregational president. Sisters

Anne Myers, Mary Barrar, Mary Dacey
and Dorothy Urban were elected to

serve on the General Council of the Con-

gregation.

Sisters who are residents of Saint

Joseph Villa, the congregation's nursing

home, adopted delegates as prayer part-

ners and, bearing the "wisdom of the

elders," five residents attended a morn-
ing session to address the delegates. Sis-

ter Florentine Scanlon, who at 101

claims the title of "Eldest Resident,"

shared her words of wit and wisdom in

an endearing, handwritten letter.

Graduating cheers

Courtesy Photo

Graduates receive their certificates during the diocesan Lay Ministry Program

graduation and commissioning ceremony at the Catholic Conference Center in Hickory

June 6. Pictured are (from left) Marie Cordero, Robin Brooks, Susan Britt and Bill

Barr and Randal Romie.
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Sisters ofMercy elect

leadership team, set goals
BELMONT — With the conclu-

sion of their Chapter of Assembly July

24, the Sisters of Mercy have an-

nounced their new leadership team and

its 2004 Chapter Actions to be imple-

mented over the next four years.

A Chapter ofAssembly is conducted

and attended by Sisters of Mercy del-

egates once every four years. They
prayerfully consider actions that will call

the community to specific action as well

as elect its new leadership team for the

next four years.

Those elected to the Sisters ofMercy
Regional Community of North Carolina

Leadership Team for 2004-2008 include

Mercy Sister Paulette Rose Williams as

president and Mercy Sister Pauline

Mary Clifford as vice president.

Three councilors were also elected to

the leadership teaiji: Mercy Sisters

Mary Angela Perez, Donna Marie
Vaillancourt and Jill Katherine Weber.

The new team will assume office

Sept. 24.

Sister Williams, a native of Concord,

spent much of her life within the Catholic

educational system. She has served as

vice president of the regional community
and at Charlotte Catholic High School as

assistant principal and principal.

A native of Ireland, Sister Clifford

served as president fi-om 1988 until 1996

and as vice president from 1996 until

2000. She recently worked in Ireland at

Mercy International Center.

Sister Perez, a native of Guam, has

taught in North Carolina and Guant
and served in Guam as a councilor. In

1996, she was elected president of the

Guam Region of the Regional Commu-
nity of North Carolina.

Sister Vaillancourt was born in

AsheviUe and has served in many minis-

tries, including education, director of for^^

mation, novice and vocations director,

and co-director of a spiritual sanctuary

for adults.

A native of Mount Vernon, N.Y.,

Sister Weber has served as a teacher

and principal. She later began minister-

ing as a home health physical therapist

in addition to her primary ministry at

Holy Angels. She also serves as co-chair

of Life Development and Life Planning

for her regional community. i
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died during the month
ofAugust
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Rev. John F. Parsons 1993

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus



July 23, 2004

FROM THE COVER
The Catholic News & Herald 7

Tourexposes 'horrid' camp conditions

CAMPS, from page 1

Hendersonville July 7 to assess the situ-

ation faced by migrant farmworkers.

The group on tlie tour in Bryson City

and Cullowhee included Augustinian

Fatlier Francis J. Doyle, pastor ofSt Mar-

garet Church in Maggie Valley;

Franciscan Sister Andrea Inkrott, director

of diocesan Hispanic ministry; and

Eduardo Bemal, Hispanic ministry coor-

dinator for the Smoky Mountain Vicariate.

Escorting the group was Josie Ellis,

a registered nurse with Vecinos

Incorporados (VI), which provides

healthcare and advocacy for migrants.

VI ministers in five counties and

camps throughout the area that are just

as bad as these, Ellis said.

"We've done clinics in these trailers

and actually had rats running across the

floor," Ellis said. "We asked the landlord

to put screens in the windows last year

because so many of the babies were cov-

ered with flies, and he said, "We don't

beautify.'"

Ellis had high praise for Father

Shawn O'Neal, pastor of St. Joseph

Church in Bryson City and Our Lady
of Guadalupe Church in Cherokee.

He's willing to go to the camps, she

told Rodriguez.

"(Fatlier Shawn) came out here and

sat on the floors of these nasty trailers and

talked to them and talked to the children

cind gave them all the instruction they

needed (to be baptized)," Ellis said.

Critical conditions

Last year, Ellis said, 147 men stayed

in the 10 trailers. The landlord charged

$600 to $800 per month per trailer.

At a park in Cullowhee, the few

people already in residence were away or

staying indoors. Other trailers, now un-

occupied, would soon house migrant to-

bacco pickers. Those trailers — with

broken, screenless windows — looked

just like they did last year, Ellis said.

"They're just hardworking, nice

people trying to survive," Ellis said. "It's

Photos by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Hector Rodriguez (left), executive director of the Catfiolic Migrant Farmworl<er

Network, chats with year-round residents in Hendersonville July 7. Roberto Morales

(sitting nearest the wall) is a gardener; Ruben Lopez works in construction.

"The lack of healthcare, the horrid living conditions,

the degradation of the human spirit, it's the most immoral
situation I've ever seen ..." — Josie Ellis

F^ • '
.
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Trailers with broken windows, just as they were when migrants lived in them last

year, will soon house migrant tobacco pickers in Cullowhee.

profound. It's really profound."

Ellis was sometimes moved to tears

as she described to Rodriguez the condi-
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tions faced by migrants.

"The lack of healthcare, the horrid

living conditions, the degradation of the

human spirit, it's the most immoral situ-

ation I've ever seen, and I see it 12 hours

a day," Ellis said. "We're all culpable.

Everyone who eats is culpable."

Meeting the needs
Founded in 1986, CMFN works to

bring the Catholic Church's pastoral

presence to thousands of migrant
farmworkers throughout the country.

Rodriguez will add what he learns

at camps in the Diocese ofCharlotte (and

later in the Diocese of Raleigh) to data

collected by CMFN.

"In 1995, the network had its first

national consultation," he said. "We had

done a survey to assess the needs of

migrants. One of the needs was for pas-

toral formation."

CMFN is conducting surveys of di-

ocesan Hispanic ministry directors and

migrants to develop its next national

gathering.

"The data will serve as the basis for

reflection on the migrant reality today

and for planning how to address those

needs," said Rodriguez.

Welcoming the stranger

Although it was his first visit to

North Carolina, Rodriguez said he al-

ready had a "very favorable impression of

Hispanic ministry in this diocese."

"I'm fascinated by all these coordina-

tors," he said. "In many dioceses, it's a

one-person office. So, we have these lead-

ers ... and they have leaders (that they are

developing in the Hispanic community)."

The Diocese of Charlotte has nine

Hispanic ministry coordinators who
serve its 10 vicariates; but helping mi-

grants is a job for all, not just the

diocese's coordinators, Rodriguez
pointed out.

"It's l^everyone's^ vocation as bap-

tized Christians," he said. "It's their vo-

cation as a Christian to love their neigh-

bor; that's straight from Jesus' mouth,

not from me."

"Welcoming the stranger is what

true religion is all about, and as people

who consume food, it wouldn't be a bad

idea for them to know who puts it on

their plates," he said.

That evening. Capuchin Franciscan

Father John Salvas, parochial vicar of

Immaculate Conception Church in

Hendersonville, escorted Rodriguez to

visit migrant fieldworkers and perma-
nent residents in Henderson County.

Father Salvas said that there are

about 10,000 permanent Hispanic resi-

dents in Henderson County. Mid-July

through October each year, 5,000 mi-

grants arrive to pick apples, peppers,

string beans and tomatoes.

Workers, some of them as young as

15 or 16, were unloading boxes of toma-

toes at a distribution point in another

area of the county. Two of the men asked

Father Salvas for a blessing. They
dropped to their knees on the loading

dock while he extended his hands and

prayed over them.

"The overall challenge is church be-

ing church," Rodriguez said later. "We
need to be who we would be to any ofour

brothers and sisters, and yet these folks

are so hidden that for the most part we
pay them no mind because we don't

know they're there."

"It is up to (Sister) Andrea and

Eduardo and others to educate us;

they're the facilitators to help us get out

ofour pews and into the camps," he said.
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Assistance for victims
HELP, from page 1

tors are located in each of the three re-

gional offices of Catholic Social Services.

David Harold is the assistance coordina-

tor for the Winston-Salem region,

Michele Sheppard serves the Asheville

area and Nancy MUler-Campbell works

out of the Charlotte office.

So far, each assistance coordinator

has worked with two victims — some
have reported incidents that took place

within the diocese; others said they

were abused elsewhere and later moved
to the diocese.

In either situation, the assistance co-

ordinators work to help the survivors of

sexual abuse — they ensure both civil

and diocesan authorities review their

cases; coordinate appropriate therapy,

for which the diocese pays; and help the

survivors cope with their experiences.

"It takes a tremendous amount of

courage to come forward, because there

is such confusion about sexual abuse,"

said Miller-Campbell.

Survivors are revisiting a crime, she

said, and at the same time many feel "they

are speaking out against their church."

But the assistance coordinators

want to assure any survivors who have

not come forward that their cases will be

handled with: confidentiality, to ensure

privacy; thoroughness, to assure that the

case is properly investigated; and resolve

that will bring reconciliation and the

proper therapeutic solution to the victim.

Harold has counseled hundreds of

sexual abuse survivors during his ca-

reer as a counselor, although none have

been victims of sexual abuse at the

hands of clergy.

"I guess that gives you an idea of

how rampant the problem is for our

society and not just the church," he said.

Although all three assistance coordi-

nators are qualified to counsel victims of

sexual abuse, their role as an assistance

coordinator prohibits them fi-om offering

Photo illustration by David Hains

Assistance coordinators worl< with

victims of sexual abuse to ensure both

civil and diocesan autliorities review

their cases; coordinate appropriate

therapy; and help the victims cope with

their experiences.

counseling. MUler-Campbell said there

is often a fine line between assisting and

counseling.

"When we are contacted, we offer

counseling services through a non-dioc-

esan counselor. We also ask the victim to

give us a written statement ofthe incident

that took place. This is then presented to

the chancery, the (diocesan) Review
Board and to civil authorities," she said.

"Some people just need to be told

'I'm sorry,"' said Sheppard. 'We are here

to stand by them and help them get the

services they need. Some people just

need someone to listen to them. They
have been afraid to step forward, they

are worried that no one will listen."

'The good news is that there are

therapies available that are very effec-

tive" in helping survivors cope with

their trauma, said Harold.

Cognitive behavior therapy, for ex-

ample, teaches survivors to relax when
they recall traumatic events, he said. The
technique removes the pain and suffer-

ing associated with the event.
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"A third to one half of the survivors

are able to achieve significant relief after

four to six sessions with a therapist,"

said Harold.

The assistance coordinators agree

that the diocese puts the concerns of the

survivors first and acts quickly to investi-

gate allegations that are made. But they

also worry that there are other's out there

who are suffering needlessly because they

are afi-aid to come forward.

"Sex abuse is a taboo subject to be-

gin with, but these people often feel they

are speaking out about a priest who
tends to be put on a pedestal," said

Miller-Campbell. "And so it takes a tre-

mendous amount of courage for them to

come forward when the dynamic of reli-

gion is included."

The Diocese of Charlotte reported

no incidents of sexual abuse at the hands

of clergy during the 2003-04 fiscal year.

Future plans to remain vigilant in the

protection of children and young people

include the publication of a guide for

victims and survivors. This guide will

be distributed to churches in the diocese.

David Hains is the director ofcommu-

nicationsfor the Diocese ofCharlotte. Contact

him at (704) 370-3336 or e-mail

dwhains@charhttediocese.org.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

The assistance coordinators are located in

diocesan offices in Charlotte, Winston-Sa-

lem and Asheville. They can help

survivors ofabuse whether the incident took

place in the Diocese of Charlotte or in

another diocese. If you want to contact an

assistance coordinators, call ore-mail:

Charlotte: Nancy Miller-Campbell,

(704) 370-3217 or

nmcampbell@charlottediocese.org;

Asheville: IVIichele Sheppard,

(828) 255-1970 or

mmsheppard@charlottediocese.org;

.

Winston-Salem: David Harold

(336) 714-3202 or

dwharold@charlottediocese.org.

Catholic efforts to

prevent child sex abuse

needed in public

schools, says educator

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Be-

cause of the prevalence of child sex

abuse, public schools must develop pre-

vention programs that include educat-

ing staff, parents and students, said an

educator who prepared a federally man-
dated study for Congress on the issue.

Sex abuse of students by teachers

and other adults in the public school

system "is a problem that needs to be

taken care of," said Charol Shakeshaft,

professor of educational policies at

Hofstra University in Hempstead, N.Y.

Her study, commissioned in June by

the U.S. Department of Education, esti-

mated about 4.5 million public school

students have been abused by public

school employees or adult volunteers.

When informed of child sex abuse

prevention programs that involve edu-

cating children, parents and employees

in Catholic dioceses, Shakeshaft praised

these as a "good idea" and a "good step"

toward curbing child sex abuse.

Her study showed that 9.6 percent of

public school students from kindergarten

through 11th grade reported unwanted

sexual harassment or abuse by public

school employees. Students listed teachers

and other educators as being responsible

for 57 percent of the incidents.

Shakeshaft hopes her report will

lead to a national survey devoted exclu-

sively to gathering data on child sex

abuse in public schools.

Bishop Wilton D. Gregory of

Belleville, 111., president of the U.S. Con-

ference of Catholic Bishops, has said that

child sex abuse is a national problem

and has expressed hope that efforts to

curb it in the church will spur similar

efforts by other organizations. i
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AUTONOMOUS ENTITIES

As some U.S. dioceses face financial crisis,

Vatican lias own problems
Church hierarchyprevents intervention in diocesan budgetaryaffats

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — When the

Archdiocese of Portland, Ore., filed for

bankruptcy in early July, some people

wondered why the Vatican didn't bail

it out.

The head of a sex abuse victims

group in Portland said the Vatican needs

to "sell a few paintings if they think they

can't aiford to pay for this." The archdio-

cese had been hit hard by sex abuse settle-

ments totaling more than $50 million.

But the Vatican is highly unlikely to

start selling its paintings or statues in

order to rescue a diocese from financial

ruin. The Vatican does not see its role as

that of overseeing diocesan budgets or

financial crises.

And besides, the Vatican doesn't

think it's rich.

"I wish we were. If we had so much
money, we wouldn't have to go around

holding out our hands to the world's

dioceses," said ' Cardinal Sergio

Sebastiani, head of the Prefecture for the

Exonomic Affairs of the Holy See.

As for selling part of its artistic patri-

mony, the cardinal said, 'The Vatican's

paintings have no commercial value.

There are a lot of fables about the riches

of the Vatican ... but the reality is much
more prosaic."

In fact, a popular saying among

CNS PHOTO BY Ed Unglois, Catholic Sentinel

Archbishop John 6. Vlazny of Portland, Ore., along with his cabinet and advisers,

announces July 6 that the Archdiocese of Portland is filing for bankruptcy. It is the

first U.S. Catholic diocese to seek the legal protection of Chapter 1 1

.

Vatican number crunchers is one attrib-

uted to a Latin American archbishop: "I

can do more with one dollar than the

pope can do with Michelangelo's 'Pieta.'"

While the universal church's hierar-

chical structure can mean direct Vatican

intervention in pastoral and dogmatic
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affairs, budget problems are left to the

local church to resolve. The Vatican does

not assume responsibility for diocesan

financing in nonmissionary countries,

although it may be called upon to ap-

prove major sales of church properties.

Even the budget for the Diocese of

Rome — the pope's own diocese — is

managed independently of the Vatican.

The Portland bankruptcy was being

followed by some Vatican offices, but not

with a view toward financial intervention.

"The Vatican would never get in-

volved in the budget affairs of a diocese.

Financially, a diocese is an autonomous
entity. If it were a case of gross misman-

agement by a bishop, the Vatican could

intervene, but not to resolve a budget

crisis," said one Vatican official.

The Vatican has enough problems

managing its own budget these days. In

2003, the Holy See ran a sizable deficit

for the third straight year, despite cut-

ting back costs. It blamed the falling

dollar and sluggish investment markets

for the shortfall.

What's often overlooked when the

Vatican discloses its annual financial fig-

ures is the size of the total numbers. The
Vatican has only a yearly operating

budget ofjust $260 million.

That's less than half the budget of

major universities like Notre Dame, and

about one-third the budget of U.N. spe-

cialized agencies like the Food and Agri-

culture Organization.

The Vatican's net worth is difficult

to gauge, but has been estimated at close

to $ 1 billion. That would be less than the

endowment funds of many major uni-

versities in the United States.

In the wake of huge settlement pay-

ments on abuse cases, a few U.S. dioceses

have announced plans to sell off property.

At the Vatican, property sales are never

seriously considered. Most of its choice

property lies inside the Vatican walls; the

buildings used tor institutional purposes

are listed as having no commercial value.

The pope's six-story Apostolic Pal-

ace, with its gilt ceiling and frescoed

walls, is entered as a debit, reflecting

cleaning and upkeep costs.

The perennial problem at the Vatican

is generating income, so the Vatican asks

dioceses to pitch in. Despite the abuse

scandals, donations fi'om Catholics, dio-

ceses and religious orders in the United

States have remained steady in recent

years, Vatican officials said.

To spur more generosity, the

Vatican in the 1980s began publishing a

consolidated financial statement, detail-

ing,expenses and income.

The Holy See financial statement

covers the costs of running the Roman
Curia — congregations, councils, tri-

bunals, commissions, media, and sev-

eral educational and cultural institu-

tions, along with 118 nunciatures

around the world.

But figured separately are the bud-

gets for Vatican City State, the adminis-

tration of St. Peter's Basilica, the Vatican

bank, the Vatican's missionary aid soci-

eties, and several other institutions con-

nected with the Holy See.

There is one major oversight body

for all the Vatican's financial operations,

the 15-member "Council of Cardinals for

the Study of the Organizational and Eco-

nomic Problems of the Holy See." Pope

John Paul II established it as a type of

"wise men" panel to provide guidance on

a host of issues, including the Vatican

bank scandal of the early 1980s.

In early July, the council met to

review the Vatican's latest deficit fig-

ures and suggest ways to resolve the

problem.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Priest's decade of research yields

book on Motlier Henriette Deliiie

Sisters ofthe HolyFamilyfoundermaybecome
£rstAfrican-American saint

BY FLORENCE L. HERMAN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW ORLEANS — Henriette

Delille, a free black woman born in New
Orleans around 1810 and descended

from a long line of free black women, set

aside the life expected of her and made a

courageous choice to live for God, said

her biographer.

She founded the Sisters of the Holy

Family, a religious community for

black women.
Researching and writing the biog-

raphy of Mother Henriette Delille was

like putting together the pieces of a jig-

saw puzzle, said Benedictine Father

Cyprian Davis.

His forthcoming book, "Henriette

Delille, Servant of Slaves, Witness to the

Poor," chronicles her life.

Father Davis, a professor of church

history at St. Meinrad School of Theol-

ogy in Indiana, said he wanted the book

to be a "serious scholarly work" and has

spent the past 10 years assembling the

various pieces of Mother Henriette's life.

In 1994 the Sisters of the Holy Fam-
ily chose Father Davis to write the biog-

raphy of their foundress, whose canoniza-

tion cause was accepted in 1988 by the

Vatican. If her cause advances, she could

become the first African-American saint.

Because there were few letters or

diaries. Father Davis found his infor-

mation in civil records, church records

and financial records, and in the archives

of the Sisters of the Holy Family.

In the middle of some bookkeeping

records. Father Davis found Mother
Henriette's rules for the sodality or con-

fraternity that she was planning to form.

The DelOle family became free be-

cause Mother Henriette's great, great

grandmother, Nanette, who was
brought to America as a slave, was freed

after the death of her owner. Years later,

Nanette had amassed enough money to

buy her daughter and two of her grand-

children out of slavery.

In about 1 836, Henriette underwent

a religious experience during which she

wrote, "I wish to live and die for God."

"She was active in baptizing slaves

and encouraging marriages among
them," said Father Davis.

Additionally she was active in the

St. Claude School, an establishment for

the education ofyoung girls of color.

During the 1840s, Mother
Henriette began assembling the group of

women who would become the Sisters of

the Holy Family, who received full eccle-

siastical approval in 1851.

Judging by the sisters' library and

archives. Father Davis concluded that

the fledgling group was made up of edu-

cated and literate women.

Mother Henriette had been sick pe-

riodically during her life. In 1852, she

drew up a will in which she left a gift to

help "continue the charitable works that

I have founded."

Mother Henriette died in 1862,

probably of tuberculosis, Father
Davis said.

Father Davis said he enjoyed doing

the research for his book.

'Trying to put it all together was
more difficult," he said. "I don't think of

this as definitive, because I think others

can continue digging and go further."
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WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: AUG. 1, 2004

Aug. 1, Eighteenth Sunday

in Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23

Psalm 90:3-6, 12-14, 17

2) Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11

3) Gospel: Luke 12:13-21

BY BEVERLY CORZINE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Pausing in the midst of a busy day

to go to lunch has become part of the

fabric of American life. For harried

workers, lunch, though it may be quick,

provides a bit of peace in an otherwise

hectic day. Friends who infrequently see

one another find that lunch provides a

time to catch up on each other's lives.

Whether the eatery drips with high-

dollar elegance or caters to those living

on a shoestring, meeting for lunch, has

the ability to nourish the body and, sur-

prisingly, sometimes the soul.

Two of my friends and I meet fi-e-

quently. On any one day our luncheon

discussion can lead to side-splitting laugh-

ter, a time to safely vent or misty, tear-

clouded eyes. Sometimes the thread ofcon-

versation leads us into little trips down
memory lane where we begin to shed light

on the persons we have become.

One of us grew up in a middle-class

Texas family, one grew up in poverty.

one grew up with everything money
could buy. During this particular meal

we came around to discussing our diver-

gent backgrounds and what life had
been like for us as children who had

everything or its opposite.

Out of such divergence we discov-

ered that in each of our lives there was a

person of wisdom who mentored us]f

laughed with us and loved us when we
were impressionable children. The lov-

ing wise one in each of our lives was a

grandparent who took the time and had

the patience to help us discover the kind

of treasure that lasts forever.

In the Gospel reading for this Sun-

day, we find a member of the ever-

present crowd trying to get Jesus to

settle an inheritance dispute between

two siblings. Jesus removes himself fi-om

the argument, but also uses this feud

over possessions to teach a greater les-

son with the familiar parable of the

wealthy farmer whose only solution for a

bountiful harvest is to build bigger

barns rather than to share his wealth.

This familiar parable is sandwiched

between two admonitions, one from
Jesus to the crowd and one from God to

the rich farmer: "Life does not consist of

possessions," but "in what matters to

God."

Both of these admonitions found

their way into the wisdom that our

grandparents shared with us long ago.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 25 - JULY 31

Sunday (Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Genesis 18:20-32, Colossians 2:12-14, Luk?

11:1-13; IVIonday (Sts. Joachim and Anne), Jeremiah 13:1-11, Matthew 13:31 -35; Tuesday, Jeremiah

14:17-22, Matthew 13:36-43; Wednesday, Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21, Matthew 13:44-46; Thursday (St.

Martha), Jeremiah 18:1-6, Luke 10:38-42; Friday (St. Peter Chrysologus), Jeremiah 26:1-9, Mat-

thew 13:54-58; Saturday (St. Ignatius of Loyola), Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24, Matthew 14:1-12

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 1 - AUGUST 7

Sunday (Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Ecclesiastes 1 :2; 2:21-23, Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11

,

Luke 12:13-21; Monday (St. Eusebius of Vercelli, St. Peter Julian Eymard), Jeremiah 28:1-17,

Matthew 14:13-21; Tuesday, Jeremiah 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22, Matthew 14:22-36; Wednesday (SL

John Vianney), Jeremiah 31:1-7, Matthew 15:21-28; Thursday (The Dedication of the Basilica of

St. Mary Major in Rome), Jeremiah 31:31-34, Matthew 16:13-23; Friday (Transfiguration of the

Lord), Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, 2 Peter 1:16-19, Luke 9:28-36; Saturday (St. Sixtus and Compan-

ions, St. Cajetan), Habakkuk 1:12—2:4, Matthew 17:14-20

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. Independence Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

"Nothing Could Be Finer'

Lowest
Prices

Members ofSt. Gabriel

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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Survey: Impact of 'Passion'

doesn't match viewers^

enjoyment of it

ONLY 18 PERCENT OF MOVIEGOERS SAID FILM CHANGED
RELIGIOUS BEHAVIOR

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — A telephone

survey examining the attitudes of mov-
iegoers who saw "The Passion of the

Christ" found that while a solid majority

liked the film seeing the movie brought

about few changes in individuals' faith

or beliefs.

"The Passion" has become the

eighth-biggest domestic-grossing film of

all time, with receipts of $370 million.

Nine out of 10 viewers rated "The

Passion" as either excellent or good,

according to a survey conducted by

the Barna Group of Ventura, Calif.

Barna called 1,618 adults chosen at

random; of those, 646 respondents had

seen the movie.

But only 18 percent of the movie-

goers said they had changed their reli-

gious behavior as a result of the film;

16 percent said they had changed their

religious beliefs because of the movie's

content; and 10 percent said they had
done both.

"Among the most startling out-

comes drawn from the research is the

apparent absence of a direct evange-

listic impact by the movie," the sur-

vey said. "Despite marketing cam-
paigns labeling the movie the 'great-

est evangelistic tool' of our era, less

than one-tenth of 1 percent of those

who saw the film stated that they

made a profession of faith or accepted

Jesus Christ as their savior in reac-

tion to the film's content."

The survey added, "Equally sur-

prising was the lack of impact on
people's determination to engage in

evangelism. Less than one-half of 1 per-

cent of the audience said they were moti-

vated to be more active in sharing their

faith in Christ with others as a result of

having seen the movie."

Only 6 percent of those surveyed

said they had seen a movie in the past

two years that led them to change
something they believe about the

Christian faith. Of that group, "The
Passion of the Christ" was cited by 53

percent, while "Left Behind," "A Walk
to Remember" and "Joshua" all regis-

tered 7 percent or less.

According to the survey report,

when "pressed to describe specific

shifts in their spiritual perspectives,"

those who said their religious beliefs

changed because of the film listed: the

perceived importance of how they

treat other people; more concern
about the effect of their life choices

and personal behavior; and a deeper

understanding of, or appreciation for,

what Christ had done for them
through his death and resurrection.

Those who said their religious be-

havior changed said they prayed more
often, attended church services more of-

ten and/or became more involved in

church-related activities.

"Immediate reaction to the movie
seemed to be quite intense," said Barna

Group research director George
Barna in a statement, "but people's

memories are short and are easily redi-

rected in a media-saturated, fast-paced

culture like ours."

"The typical adult had already

watched another six movies at the time

of the survey interview, not including

dozens of hours of television programs
they had also watched," he said.

The Center is centrally

located in the Piedmont

ofNorth Carolina. Ixwated

only an hour's drivefrom

three major cities assures

meetingplanners and

attendees a meeting that

is more accessible than

ever Being accessible to

the country and a peaceful

setting is a meetingplace

only we can offer!

1551 Trinity Lane

Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441

Toll-free (888) 536-7441

info@catholicconference.org

www.cathollcconference.org

A supreme film is 'Bourne'

CNS PHOTO FROM Universal

Matt Damon and Julia Stiles star in "The Bourne Supremacy," a frenetic film

about a CIA amnesiac assassin struggling with disturbing memories of a violent

incident in which he may have played a part. Fine performances but extremely

fast editing take this a couple of notches below the excellence of the first film,

"The Bourne Identity." Scenes of intense action violence and a brief instance

of crude language. The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is

A-lll — adults. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG-13 —
parents are strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children

under 13.

But Barna added, "Don't lose sight

of the fact that about 13 million adults

changed some aspect of their typical

religious behavior because of the

movie and about 1 1 million people

altered some pre-existing religious be-

liefs because of the content of that film.

That's enormous influence."

Of those surveyed who saw "The
Passion of the Christ," 53 percent said

they were born-again Christians. If

those numbers are reflective of the

moviegoing public, the Barna survey

said, then 36 million born-again

adults saw the movie, as did 3 1 million

adults who do not define themselves as

born-again.

According to the survey, 68 percent

of Catholics who saw "The Passion"

rated it as excellent, as did 78 percent of

born-again Christians. The movie was

judged excellent by 67 percent of all

surveyed who saw it.

The survey, conducted during the

last week of May, claims a 2.4 percent

margin of error among all respondents,

and a 3.9 percent margin of error among
"The Passion" viewers.

©Husqvarna viking
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE

* Adult and youth classes * Notions, software, threads and more!

* Fabrics galore! * Easy financing!

* Repairs • all makes and models

Sharing the Joys of Sewing
Winston-Saiem Greensboro

336-766-8271 336-834-0230
1329 Lewisville-Clemmons Rd. 4604 W. Market St.

www.sewinglyyours.com cnh
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Farewell blessing

Photo by Carole McGrotty

Father Joseph Long Dinh offers a blessing to Rupert and Donna Muana during a

farewell brunch in his honor July 4 at the Basilica of St. Lawrence, where he had

served as parochial vicar for two years. Father Dinh was assigned as a parochial

vicar of St. Matthew Church in Charlotte July 6. Father C. Morris Boyd was assigned

TEACHER AND COUNSELOR: Immaculata
School announces two openings to begin with

the 2004/OS school year: 1) Elementary
School Counselor; 3/Sth time and 2) First

Grade Teacher - FuU-Time. Send letter of ap-

plication and resume ASAP to William
Meehan, Principal, Immaculata Catholic

School. 711 Buncombe St., Hendersonville,

NC 28791.

YOUTH MINISTER: Needed for vital, active,

growing suburban parish near Charlotte. Part-

time; hours and benefits negotiable. Team
builder, organizer, good communications
needed. Degree or commensurate experience;

certification in youth ministry or desire to cer-

tify. Send applications to Fr. Jerry McAndrews,
St. Therese Catholic Church, 217 'Brawley

School Rd., Mooresville, NC 28117;
email jmcandrews@sainttherese.net or fax

704-660-6321.

SERVICES

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 845-

1416.

TUTOR: Licensed, experienced Elementary &
Special Education teacher. Advocacy services

for special needs students also available. Mem-
ber of COPAA. (704) 449-2992.

PRODUCTS

HOT TUB/SPA: 04 Luxury model in factory

wrapper, 6 person, 31 jets, ozonator, chrome
jets, redwood cabinet, aromatherapy, never

used, warranty. Cost $6700, sell $3625.
(704)651-7977.

FOR RENT

MOUNTAIN CABIN: Enjoy the quiet of the

NC mountains in a newly renovated 150 year

old cabin on the New River in Jefferson, NC.
Sleeps 8, 2 cable TVs, foosball, fireplace, cov-

ered deck and all amenities. Call Patti or Bill for

details: 336-286-2050.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick{gcharlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

as parochial vicar of the basilica.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

COUNSELING SUPERVISOR: Catholic So-

cial Services Charlotte Regional Office. Re-
quirements: master's level degree in social work,

counseling, or other human resource field with

3 years' post-graduate counseling experience,

including administrative or supervisory respon-

sibility. Send resume to: Geri King, Catholic

Social Services, 1123 S. Church Street, Char-

lotte, NC 28203.

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION: Our
growing parish community of 1500 families is

seeking a full-time Director of Faith Forma-
tion. Candidate must be experienced with

master's degree in theology, religious education

or a related field. Send resume and a statement

of your vision of Faith Formation to; Faith

Formation Search Committee, St. Paul the

Apostle Catholic Church. 2715 Horse Pen
Creek Road, Greeijsboro, XC 27HO; fax (336)

294-6149; e-mail sbarnes^stpaulcc.org.

SPANISH TEACHER: Immaculate Heart of

Mary School has an opening for a part-time

middle school Spanish teacher. Needs to be

either NC Certified or open to obtaining Lateral

Entry. Please fax resume and cover

letter to (336)-887-26 1 3 or email to

nachter^ihmchurch.org or mail directly to Im-

maculate Heart of Mary School, 605 Barbee
Ave., High Point, NC 27262 — ATTN:
Principal.

TEACHER, GIFTED AND TALENTED:
Saint Patrick School needs a Gifted and Tal-

ented teacher. The teacher must have experi-

ence teaching students who are gifted and tal-

ented. A master's degree is preferred. Please send

resume to: Angela Montague, Principal, 1126

Buchanan St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Abbey honors former N.C.

senator and local artist
MarshallandJeanne Ranch receive 2004 GraceAward

BELMONT — Belmont Abbey
College presented its annual 2004 Grace
Award to Marshall and Jeanne Rauch in

a special ceremony celebrating their ac-

complishments May 27.

More than a hundred guests at-

tended the event at the college, including

members of the Rauch family; Abbot
Placid Solari, OSB, then-interim presi-

dent of the college; and Msgr. Mauricio

W. West, vicar general and chancellor of

the Diocese of Charlotte.

Named for Charles L. "Chuck"
Grace, president of Cummins Atlantic,

Inc., of Charlotte and a longtime sup-

porter of Belmont Abbey College, the

Grace A'ward honors an individual in

the Gaston/Mecklenburg County area

who has made significant contributions

to the college and the community.

The Rauches were selected by the

Belmont Abbey College Associates

and the Belmont Abbey College Board

ofAdvisors in recognition of their pub-
lic service and commitment to the

community.
Recipients of the Grace Award in-

clude Bishop Emeritus William G.
Curlin and Msgr. West.

Loyal and devoted friends of the col-

lege, the Rauches have dedicated their

lives to improving not only ties between

Gaston County and the greater Char-

lotte area, but also communities across

the state. From the N.C. Senate floor in

Raleigh (where Marshall served as a

senator for the 25th District for 23

years) to the Country Art and History

Museum (where Jeanne served as its

first president in 1976), Marshall and

Jeanne Rauch continue to leave their

mark and make a difference.

As spiritual leaders, the couple

serves as examples with their committed

ministry and service to their Jewish

faith.

ASSISTANT CAMPUS MINISTER

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, located in the TRIAD area of North

Carolina, is searching for an additional full-time campus minister to work

with an established yet growing ministry. If you are a Catholic adult with a

degree in liberal arts including some course work in education, scripture and

spiritual development and/or two years or more of practical experience as a

youth or campus minister, please consider this opportunity.

BMCHS has an established campus ministry program, which is responsible for

supervising all liturgical activities, retreat programs, community service and

peer ministry programs.

We need an energetic, highly motivated and deeply religious person to help

direct our young people toward a meaningful, life-affirming journey with Christ,

The position's starting salary is competitive. We also oi¥er life insurance and

an exceptional health benefits plan, plus paid holidays. If interested, please

contact George Repass, Principal, Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School,

1725 NC Highway 66S, Kernersville, NC 27284. Phone: (336)564-1010

Advertisement

HOLLAND AMERICA LINE SPECIAL

Indiana Priest to Host 17-Day

Panama Canal Cruise
Travel with your Spiritual Director, Father Charles Kline

Daily Mass Provided On Board Your Ship, the ms Veendam

Join your Spiritual Director, Father Charles Kline, Pastor of St. Francis Xavier, in Attica, Indiana, on this

18-day vacation departing October 13, 2004. Your group will fly to Los Angeles for one night. On October

14, Your Man' Tours will take you on a city tour of L.A., Hollywood and Beverly Hills plus a scenic drive

to San Diego where you'll board your five-star ship. You will first sail along the sun drenched Mexican

Riviera. Ports include Cabo San Lucas, Acapuico, Santa Cruz plus a stop in Puntarenas, Costa Rica.

Next is the highlight, the daytime Panama Canal crossing where you will be raised and lowered by giant

locks. You will slow/ly float through the lush jungle and cross the rugged continental divide via 45 miles of

canals and the largest man-made lake In the world, Gatun Lake. Additional ports include Cartagena,

Colombia; Grand Cayman Island; and Cozumel, Mexico. On October SO'"' you will fly home from Tampa.

Prices start at only $3038 for inside cabins, $3363 for outside cabins, and $4138 for outside balcony suites.

Prices are per person, based on double occupancy and include taxes, port charges and round-trip airfare

from Chariotte, NC. Cabins will sell out fast. $550 deposits are now due. Family and friends are welcome.

For information, reservations, brochure, and Father's letter call:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-968-7626
Providing Carefree Vacatbns Since 1967!
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Introducing Pennybyrn

Along the wooded cove of

High Point City Lake,

God's handiwork is everywhere.

Worship in our

Meditation chapel

Discover nature's

beauty while

walking our trails

Learn a new craft

in our

woodworking shop

On-site

maintenance brings

fast repairs

J*
Pets are always

welcome

Choices of flexible

financial options

The new Pennybyrn at Maryfield will offer an exciting,

customizable retirement lifestyle unlike any other in the

Piedmont Triad region. New and elegantly-appointed

apartments and cottages spread amidst 66 acres of

magnificent trees and rolling hills! To reserve or learn more,

Call (336) 886-4103.
Toll Free l-(866)-627-9343.

peMNVBVRKlMARY I E L
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of Cod.

Marriage amendment fails

MARRIAGE, from page 1

eral secretary of the U.S. bishops' confer-

ence and a panel of clergy and activists.

"Marriage is not an arbitrary social

arrangement that can be altered by either

the church or the state," said Msgr. Will-

iam P. Fay at a July 12 Capitol event.

"It is God's will for humanity and

the keystone of every human commu-
nity," he said.

Msgr. Fay was among a dozen
speakers, including Christian and Jew-

ish clergy. But even supporters of the

amendment had conceded it was un-

likely to pass on its first hearing.

'The protection ofmarriage is essen-

tial to the health and well-being of our

nation, and the vast majority of Ameri-

cans know it," he said. "The truths about

marriage that we seek to .protect are

truths that are present in the order of

nature and can be perceived, even with-

out faith, by the light of natural reason."

After the vote July 14, Bishop
WUton D. Gregory, president ofthe U.S.

bishops' conference, said the bishops

were disappointed that the Senate failed

to keep discussion open and ultimately

hold a vote on the legislation itself

Senate backers of the bill said they

would bring the issue back at a later date.

Many of the speakers at the July 12

event said the marriage amendment is

not about legislating discrimination

against homosexuals, as some oppo-
nents of the effort have said.

Defining a marriage
In a July 6 letter to U.S. senators.

Bishop Gregory said preserving mar-

riage as the union of one man awd one

woman "is not simply a Catholic con-

cern" but "part of the common moral

heritage of humanity" shared by "believ-

ers and nonbelievers. Christians and
non-Christians alike."

"It is precisely this moral heritage

that must be protected today from the

small but vocal minority that would
alter the definition of marriage by mak-
ing same-sex unions the legal equivalent

of marriage," he said.

"A same sex union is not equivalent

to marriage," added Bishop Gregory. "It

is not based on the natural

complementarity of male and female; it

cannot cooperate with God to create new

life; it cannot be a true conjugal union."

"The institution of marriage has

been weakened and eroded by many
forces," he wrote. "The social cost is al-

ready too high."

Support of the amendment is neces-

sary, he had told the senators, in order

"to preserve and protect this vital insti-

tution that undergirds the well-being of

spouses, children, families, communities

and society itself"

Defending traditional families

Last September, the bishops' Ad-
ministrative Committee issued a formal

statement calling for efforts at all levels

of government to support traditional

marriage, including a federal constitu-

tional amendment.

Bishop Gregory encouraged other

bishops to use that statement, "Between

Man and Woman: Questions and An-
swers About Marriage and Same-sex
Unions," as an educational resource in

dioceses and as a source of background

information for pastoral leaders.

In a July 2 statement. Supreme
Knight Carl Anderson called on all

Knights of Columbus to contact their

senators and express support for the

proposed marriage amendment.

"Amending the Constitution is

something that we should never take

lightly," Anderson said. "But the recent

same-sex marriage decision by the Mas-
sachusetts Supreme Judicial Court
leaves no alternative. The danger that

other state or federal courts will adopt

their reasoning and strike down laws

protecting traditional marriage is now
very great."

In the Diocese of Charlotte, the

Family Life Office of Catholic Social Ser-

vices will explore ways to encourage

advocacy aimed at state and national

levels for the preservation of traditional

marriage.

"As we do on a variety ofother issues,

an iinportant part of the mission of the

Family Life Office is to support the advo-

cacy efforts of the church," said Gerard

Carter, Family Life Office director.

"In this case, we will be involved in

ensuring that parishioners are made
aware of the church's statements on the

threat to traditional marriage posed by

recent judicial decisions on same-sex

marriage," he said.

Editor Kevin E. Murray and Nancy
Frazier O'Brien contributed to this story.

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte, NC • (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas
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The problem with

being first

Church scrutinyleads lightagainstabuse

The first time a human solo and
non-stop flew across the Atlantic Ocean,

it was a news event of epic proportions.

Everyone knew how lucky Lindy was

and for the rest ofhis life, based on a single

33-hour airplane flight, Charles

Lindburgh was a cultural icon.

Today, crossing the great pond that

separates us from Europe is as newswor-

thy as a sunrise. It happens every day.

Who was the next person to make
that flight? Who knows? Who cares?

It is a given with the news media

that being first is noteworthy and that

being second doesn't matter because rep-

etition is boring. Nowhere is this "star

factor" for being first more amply dem-
onstrated than the recent release of a

report about the sexual abuse of minors

at the hands of adults.

I'm not referring to the February

release of the John Jay study that de-

tailed sexual abuse in the Catholic

Church over a 50-year period. This new
study was released on June 30. Its find-

ings are far more shocking than those of

the John Jay study and its application is

much broader, but it has received very

little attention from the media. The
Charlotte Observer buried the story on

page three; the article did not show up in

an archive search of newspapers in Win-
ston-Salem, Greensboro and Asheville.

The study, entitled "Educator
Sexual Misconduct: A Synthesis of Ex-
isting Literature," was ordered by the

U.S. Congress. The author, Charol

Shakeshaft of Hofstra University in

Hempstead, N.Y., reviewed hundreds of

scholarly reports on sexual abuse of mi-

nors by adults in the public schools.

Using accepted statistical practices,

she found that 4.5 million children— 10

percent of all who are in public schools

— have been abused by public school

employees or adult volunteers. The ma-
jority of abuse, 67 percent, takes place at

the hands of teachers and other educa-

tors with the remainder of the offenses

committed by adult volunteers.

The abuse includes inappropriate

language and touching, pedophilia and

sexual activity of every description. By
contrast, the John Jay study found ap-

proximately 10,600 cases of abuse in-

volving clergy.

This would be a good place for

Catholics to say something like, "See, I

told you it wasn't only our problem."

Some might assume that the lack of

coverage is proof of a media plot to pro-

tect public .schools or degrade Catholics.

But all of that overlooks the greater good

that was accomplished through the

Catholic Church's commitment to the

Catholics &

the Media

DAVID HAINS
Guest Columnist

"Charter for the Protection of Children

and Young People"— it brought a seri-

ous social problem into the open.

Even though the findings of the

Shakeshaft study are shocking, they

may be only a peek beneath the covers.

One of its recommendations is that a

more comprehensive, nationwide study

be undertaken to determine the full

scope and nature of the problem. If that

sounds like the description of a John Jay

study for public schools, it's because the

John Jay report is the beacon that lights

the way to other institutions investigat-

ing the serious problem of the abuse of

children. Presumably, the public schools

will also take the bold steps necessary to

root dut the sinful crimes.

Scouting, organized sports, private

schools and summer camps, to name a

few, are likely to have sordid stories in

the closet that should, for the sake of the

children, be brought into the light ofday.

In the coming years, these institutions

either will examine themselves or be

called upon to do so.

As Catholics, we can be proud of the

fact that our church led the way in iden-

tif^ng and removing a serious problem

that affects defenseless children. Because

the church was first to be so forthcoming

about this problem, it will be remem-
bered more than the second or the third

institution that does the same.

But don't expect the media or the

public to forgive or forget the sins that

were uncovered in the John Jay study.

Given the media preference for titillation

over a substantive response to a serious

problem, Catholics are likely to be re-

minded over and over of the sin and not of

the reconciliation. Being first may make
the Catholic Church the brunt of crude

jokes on late night television for years to

come, but that is a small price to pay for a

world in which children are safer.

Something good arising from suffer-

ing — that has a familiar ring to it,

doesn't it?

David Hains is the director ofcommu-

nicationsfor the Diocese ofCharlotte. Contact

him at (704) 370-3336 or e-mail

dwhains@charlottediocese.org.

Following God'sword brings

strength, serenity, says pope
BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Following
God's word faithfully and consistently

brings strength and serenity to one's

life, said Pope John Paul II.

The Lord's teachings and com-
mandments are "clear and give light" to

the faithful as they face the sometimes

dark moments in life, he said in his July

21 weekly general audience.

By being "wholly faithful to the will

of God ... one will find peace in one's

soul and will be able to overcome the

dark entanglements in life's trials and

reach true joy," he said.

The large number of people re-

questing free tickets to this week's gen-

eral audience prompted the pope to

briefly leave his summer residence of

Castel Gandolfo and hold his weekly

catechesis back in Rome.
The courtyard of his summer resi-

dence— some 1 8 miles southeast of the

capital — holds about 1,000 people.

More than 5,000 people packed into the

Vatican's Paul VI audience hall to hear

the pope give his July 21 address and

blessings.

The Vatican said other Wednesday
audiences also may be held in the air-

conditioned auditorium as the need

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

arises.

Pope John Paul focused on verses

105-112 of Psalm 119, which gives

praise to God's law.

The psalmist swears to accept, safe-

guard and follow God's commands,
saying, 'Tour decrees are my inherit-

ance forever; the joy of my heart they

are," the pope said.

The pope said this "peaceful con-

science is the strength of the believer;

his consistency in obeying divine de-

crees is the source of serenity."

Just as a father's "bidding is a lamp
and teaching a light," God's laws* are "a

lamp for one's feet and light to one's

path," he said.

Christ, too, offered this same image
when he revealed, "I am the light of the

world. Whoever follows me will never

walk in darkness but will have the light

of life," the pope said.

ASK THE BISHOP

Do you have a question for Bishop Peter J. Jugis? The Catholic News & Herald runs a feature in

which Bishop Jugis answers questions that are submitted via regular mail or e-mail.

Questions about the faith and the Diocese of Charlotte that have a broad appeal will receive priority

consideration for response in the newspaper.

When submitting a question, please include your name, address and daytime phone number.

Questions may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for clarity, style and factual accuracy.

Send your "Ask the Bishop" question to Ask the Bishop, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, ore-mail askthebishop@charlottediocese.org. j

Children's

status after an

annulment

Q. Recently I had a conversation with

a 42-year-old divorcedfriend who never

receives Communion. I asked if she ever

thought ofseeking an annulment. She an-

swered, "No. I love my children [both

grownj, and was told by 'others' that they

would be labeled illegitimate. " Is this

true? (Wisconsin)

A. No, it is not true. If the couple

were free to marry in the first place,

children born during their legal

union are considered legitimate, even

after an annulment.

Even in civil law, such a union is

called a "putative marriage." That is,

everyone thought it was a marriage,

and there was no overt reason to

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

think otherwise. The fact that some
condition was present that enabled

the marriage to be annulled years

later does not change the fact that this

couple was thought to be married by

everyone, including even themselves.

'Their children are legitimate for

all purposes of church law.

A free brochure describing basic

Catholic prayers, beliefs and moral pre-

cepts is available by sending a stamped,

self-addressed envelope to Father John

Dietzen, Box 325, Peoria, IL 61651.

Questions may be sent to Father;]

Dietzen at the same address, or e-maih ii

Jjdietzen@aol.com.
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What is greatness?
The death of President Ronald

Reagan has begun an animated dis-

cussion about his life and legacy. The
coverage of his passing was monu-
mental. In fact, it put so much empha-

sis on his administration and his style

of leadership that many have been

reminded of what they lived through

but had forgotten.

At so many levels, this was a re-

markable man. Reagan's childhood

was difficult. His father struggled

with alcohol. Money was never plen-

tiful. As Reagan himself said: "I guess

we'd be called poor people, but we
truly didn't even know that we were."

He was blessed with a "can do"

spirit and eternal optimism, and
much is now being written about his

strong faith and dedicated American-

ism.

Ronald Reagan's success in get-

ting the former Soviet Union to con-

sider a change of structure and ap-

proach would seem to be his high

point as president. Surely his efforts

for a lasting peace did work to alter a

world too long on the brink of nuclear

annihilation.

But with all due respect to his

many national and international ac-

complishments, I'd like to focus on

one central strength that, for me,

made Ronald Wilson Reagan a truly

great person. He was someone who

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

made mistakes. And some of them
were sizable.

For example, as governor of Cali-

fornia, Reagan signed into law one of

the most permissive abortion stan-

dards ever. But rather then defend his

mistake, or simply blame it on being

badly advised by others, he did some-
thing remarkable. He owned up to the

wrong decision.

And more to the point, he spent

the rest of his life proclaiming the

absolute sacredness of human life. He
was, for his eight years as president,

unapologetically pro-life.

The same trait revealed itself

when it came to deficits. Reagan had

been elected based on a platform of

shrinking government, lowering
taxes and balancing the budget. But,

in truth, of the three goals, he only

achieved the lowering of taxes. Gov-
ernment grew under his leadership

and the deficit soared.

Again, others might have blamed

those around him, but not Reagan.

His farewell address as president was
notable for its honesty. The president,

after outlining his successes, also

voiced his sorrow over his failures.

On a personal level, Reagan lived

more of the same. Being a champion

of family values doesn't mean that

living those values is easy. Clearly,

Reagan had a difficult time relating to

his own four children. That's not un-

common in any family. But what he

did to correct the estrangement is, I

believe, uncommon.
We're told that Reagan spent his

early retirement years rebuilding

bridges to his children. Before
Alzheimer's Disease incapacitated

him, he worked at trying to fix that

which had been broken. In other

words, he accepted the failure and

then saw to it that it was never too

late for reconciliation.

In each of these situations we find

a remarkable leader. We find some-

one who can admit error, attempt to

heal the problem, and keep on learn-

ing and growing until the end. For
me, more then any international acco-

lade, this is where the greatness of

President Ronald Reagan is most
clearly reflected.

Ronald W. Reagan, R.I. P.

For a free copy of the Christopher

News Note, "All in the Family," write:

The Christophers, 12 East 48th Street,

New York, NT 10017; or e-mail:

mail@christophers.org.

Life Issues

Forum

The problem of pain

Babies feelity abortion doctors dont

CATHY
CLEAVER
RUSE, Esq.

Guest Columnist

In the 17th century. Philosopher

Rene Descartes was notorious for be-

lieving that animals do not feel pain.

Some Descartes scholars argue that

what he denied was not the animal's

ability to be conscious of pain, but

rather its ability to be self-conscious

about it — that is, to sense that the

feelings are associated with that

animal's own self

In America today, there are fed-

eral animal welfare laws because we
recognize that animals do feel pain,

regardless of whether they experience

what some call existential suffering.

There are laws on the humane
slaughter of farm animals and on how
research laboratory animals may be

treated, among others.

But this compassion does not
reach the unborn human baby. One
( ulprit here is the U.S. Supreme
Court's 1973 ruling in Roe v. Wade,
which requires the U.S. government to

be blind to the unborn child's claim on
lite where abortion is concerned. This
has encouraged many to be blind to

the child's pain and suffering as well.

Every year 20,000 unborn chil-

dren are killed in abortions done at 2

1

weeks' gestation or beyond, according

to the Alan Guttmacher Institute and

the Centers for Disease Control.

Yet testimony from recent federal

trials regarding the Partial-Birth

Abortion Ban Act made known to the

general public a fact that has been
known to researchers for years: that

unborn children can experience pain

at 20 weeks, if not before. Pain expert

Dr. Kanwaljeet Anand testified that

abortions at this stage will cause pain

to the unborn child, and "it will be

severe and excruciating pain."

Witnesses from the abortion in-

dustry made it clear they didn't know
the research on fetal pain, and what's

more, they didn't care.

Judge Richard Casey asked Dr.

Stephen Chasen, a plaintiff in a New
York lawsuit, "Does it hurt the

baby?" He answered, "I don't know."

Later in the exchange. Judge Casey
asked, "I asked you if you had any
care or concern for the fetus whose
head you were crushing." His answer:

"No."

Testimony also revealed that the

very women making the decision to

abort are kept in the dark about this

important information. An exchange
between Judge Casey and Dr.

Marilynn Fredriksen is illustrative:

THE COURT: Do you tell [the

women] whether or not it will hurt

the fetus?

THE WITNESS: The intent [is]

that the fetus will die during the pro-

cess of uterine evacuation.

THE COURT: Ma'am, I didn't

ask you that. You will deliver the

baby partially and then insert a pair

of scissors in the base of the fetus'

skull. ... Do you tell them whether or

not that hurts the fetus?

THE WITNESS: I have never

talked to a fetus about whether or not

they experience pain.

Thankfully, Senator Sam
Brownback and Congressman Chris

Smith have begun efforts to right this

wrong by introducing the Unborn
Child Pain Awareness Act, requiring

that mothers be notified about the pain

caused by abortions at 20 weeks. If the

United States has enough compassion

to pass laws on the well-being of ani-

mals, surely it can find the compassion

to acknowledge the pain that abortion

causes to human children.

Cathy Cleaver Ruse, Esq. is the

director ofplanning and information for
the Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities,

United States Conference of Catholic

Bishops.

Catholic

commitment

to Ciirist

BISHOP
PETER J. JUGIS

Bishop of

Charlotte

Q: Thirty years ago, I responded to a

call at a Billy Graham Crusade and
made a commitment to Christ. Are Catho-

lics given a similar opportunity to re-

spond to the full Gospel via a personal

commitment to Jesus Christ? (Ronald

Schuck, Cornelius)

A: Our commitment to Christ and

our response to him begin at our bap-

tism.

"The Catechism of the Catholic

Church" (CCC) reminds us that

through baptism we are freed from
sin and reborn as children of God.
Baptism configures us to Christ, and

seals us with the indelible spiritual

character of belonging to Christ.

(CCC 1213, 1272)

At baptism, we first become com-
mitted to Christ. The grace of bap-

tism accomplishes in us this unique

belonging to Christ.

Confirmation, in turn, completes

baptism and seals us with the Holy
Spirit. The grace of confirmation

unites us even more firmly to Christ,

and thus strengthens our belonging

to Him. We receive a special strength

from the Holy Spirit to be a witness to

Christ and to our faith. Our commit-
ment to the Lord and his teaching is a

lived daily reality. (CCC 1303, 1304)

Holy Eucharist further increases

our belonging to Christ, for in the

holy sacrament is the real and sub-

stantial presence of Christ himself

When we enter into sacramental com-
munion with the Lord, we share in a

most intimate way in Christ's life.

It is a belonging to Him, and a

being with Him, which Christ prom-
ised at the Last Supper: "Whoever
eats my flesh and drinks my blood

remains in me and I in him." (Jn.

6:56)

These are the sacraments of ini-

tiation, which establish and increase

the life of grace in us. These and the

other sacraments root us in Christ.

Each day, our commitment to

Christ is also nurtured through
prayer, spiritual reading, works of

charity and sacrifices. Our commit-
ment to Christ is demonstrated in a

most public way by our participation

in the celebration of the Eucharist

every Sunday.
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THE SOUND OF SILENCE

SILENCE, from pagel

CNS PHOTO FROM Catholic Press Photo

Pope John Paul II looks out at the view of Mont Blanc from northern Italy July 16.

The pontiff described the area where he spent 1 2 days of vacation as an "enchanting

place." During his holiday, the pope preached on tlie value of silence.

Pope, back from vacation, says

relaxing part ofobserving Lord's day
time until late September.

The pope will leave Castel

Gandolfo Aug. 14-15 for a trip to the

Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes in

France.

Before leaving his vacation spot in

Les Combes, a village in the Aosta
Valley, the pope met with the local

mayor and city council and with a

variety of police and forest service

agents.

He told the law enforcement per-

sonnel, "you have been like guardian

angels, who with efficiency and discre-

tion" ensured the vacation went
smoothly.

In his remarks to the mayor and

city council, the pope thanked the

area's residents for the care and con-

cern they showed him.

Describing the area as "an en-

chanting place," the pope prayed that

"the Lord, whose omnipotent provi-

dence is very evident in these Alpine

landscapes, continue to protect the

community."

thing in our lives," the pope told hun-
dreds of visitors gathered July 18 in

the courtyard of his summer villa

south of Rome.
The pope arrived at the villa in

Castel Gandolfo July 17, after a 12-

day vacation in the northern Italian

Alps. The pope spent his days there

taking drives through the mountains

and putting the finishing touches on a

book about philosophy.

He also spoke to some 6,000
people who gathered in a field near Les

Combes, and told them the communi-
cations overload of modern society has

reduced the space for silence and con-

templation.

It sometimes reaches the point of

"making people incapable of reflecting

and praying," he said.

"In reality, only in silence can man
listen deep in his conscience to the

voice of God, which truly makes him
free. And vacations can help people

rediscover and cultivate this indis-

pensable inner dimension of human
existence," he said.

Reciting the midday Angelus
prayer with pilgrims at the villa July

18, the pope said, "Christ is always

among us and wants to speak to our

hearts."

"We can listen to him by meditat-

ing with faith on the sacred Scriptures,

gathering ourselves in private or com-
munity prayer and pausing in silence

before the tabernacle where he speaks

to us of his love," the pope said.

The commandment to keep the

Lord's day holy, he said, must include

participating in a Sunday liturgy, "but

other moments of prayer and reflec-

tion, of rest and brotherhood can con-

tribute to sanctifying the day of the

Lord."

Pope John Paul told the visitors he

was happy to be at Castel Gandolfo,

where he will be spending most of his

C
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Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.caroIinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2ima
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member Si. Maithew Church and

Knights ofCulumlnis

REVIVAL
Sponsored by

African Americaii Affairs Ministiy
of the Diocese of Charlotte
To be held at: Our Lady of Consolation Church

2301 Statesviile Ave., Charlotte, NC

niur^ay, August 12
through

Sunday^ August 15
The Revival is an opportunity to publicly worship our God
In the spirit of the black church while at the same time

breaking down traditional misconceptions of Catholicism

by our Protestant brothers and sisters.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
WEEKEND SCHEDULE

TT:
. A,U:£,. 12

7pm
Gospel Concert

Mus/c by:

First Baptist
Church West
Charlotte, NC

8pm
Preaching
Sr. Patricia Haley, SON
Diocese of

St. Petersburg, Florida

7pm
Gospel Concert

Mus/c by;

Emmanuel Baptist

Church
Winston-Salem, NC

8pm
Preaching
Sr. Patricia Haley, SON
Diocese of

St. Petersburg, Florida

7pm
Gospel Concert

Mus/c by;

St. Mark United
Methodist Church
Charlotte, NC

8pm
Preaching
Sr. Patricia Haley, SON
Diocese of

St. Petersburg, Florida

11 am
Closing worship

Mus\c by;

The Perpetual Hope
Gospel Choir

Charlotte, NC

Celebrant and Homilist

Msgr. Maurlcio W. West
Chancellor and Vicar General
Diocese of Charlotte

Rh- fiM^e Informalioii, please caH 704-370-3339



www.charlott«cliocese.or3

Roman Catholic

Diocese of Charlotte

Established Jan. 12, 1972

by Pope Paul VI
NEWy^RALD

Catholic

Daughters
Thirty-nine womenjoin

new court in Sylva

I
PAGE 5

AUGUST 6, 2004 SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE VOLUME 13 NO 39

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the

Diocese of Charlotte,

This week, two other bishops of the

South and I are jointly issuing a statement

entitled, "Worthy to Receive the Lamb:
Catholics in Political Life and the Reception

of Holy Communion." In this statement, we
are addressing the question of pro-abortion

Catholic politicians and the reception of Holy

Communion.
The consistent support of abortion legisla-

tion by some Catholic public officials is a

gravely sinfiil act. This public stance precludes

the politicians from being admitted to Holy

Communion as long as they persist in their

pro-abortion stance. The reception of Holy

Communion by pro-abortion Catholic public

officials is a scandal to the Catholic faithfijl,

which risks leading them into error regarding

the true teaching of the Church on the intrinsic

evil of procured abortion.

At our Special Assembly in June, the bish-

ops of the United States discussed the topic of

"Catholics in Political Life." In that statement,

we reminded Catholic politicians of the moral

teaching of our church in regard lo abortion:

The killing of an unborn child is always

intrinsically evil and can never be justified."

We also appealed to pro-abortion Catholic

politicians to have a change of heart and stop

supporting abortion legislation:

"It is with pastoral solicitude for everyone

involved in the political process that we will

also counsel Catholic public officials that their

acting consistently to support abortion on

demand risks making them cooperators in

evil in a public manner. We will persist in this

duty to counsel, in the hope that the scandal of

their cooperating in evil can be resolved by

the proper formation of their consciences."

I ask that you pray, as I do, for all those

involved in the political process, and that you
pray also for a greater respect in our country

for the dignity of the life of the unborn child.

Wishing God's blessings upon each ofyou,

I promise you a remembrance in my prayers.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis

Bishop of Charlotte

'WORTHY TO RECEIVE THE LAMB"

TO READ THE STATEMENT, "WORTHY TO
RECEIVE THE LAMB: CATHOLICS IN

POLITICAL LIFE AND THE RECEPTION OF
HOLY COMMUNION," PLEASE SEE PAGE 8.

Bishops offer 'Faithful Citizenship'

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

A Miami man casts his vote in the 2000 elections. To summarize the Catholic Church's

teachings on public policy issues that have moral and ethical dimensions, the U.S. bishops

released the document, "Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call to Political Responsibility."

Document to

serve as guide for

party platforms

STATEMENT PROMPTS
HOW BASIC VALUES
SHOULD SHAPE
POLITICAL CHOICES

BY NANCY FRAZIER
O'BRIEN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. bishops offered guidance

to the committees drafting

election-year platforms for the

Democratic and Republican

parties in the form of their

2003 document, "Faithful Citi-

zenship: A Catholic Call to Po-

litical Responsibility."

The document, approved

by the Administrative Com-
mittee ofthe U.S. Conference of

Catholic Bishops, "summarizes

the Catholic Church's teaching

on public policy issues that

have important moral and
ethical dimensions," said Msgr.

William P. Fay, USCCB gen-

eral secretary, in nearly identi-

See FAITHFUL, page 9

FINDING CHRIST

Salisbury youths

work with

Jamaica's poor
SALISBURY — Members

of Sacred Heart Church's youth

group and their chaperones
worked to help change people's

lives in Kingston, Jamaica, as

part of an annual mission trip

June 24-July 1.

"Some of us, not fully un-

derstanding what we were go-

See JAMAICA, page 6

Courtesy Photo

Sacred Heart Church's youth group made their annual

mission trip to Kingston, Jamaica, June 24-July 1.

Members pictured are (clockwise from top) Michael

Vaeth, Gregory Hicks, Brynne Beal and Erin Dinse.

Vatican says battle

ofsexes not part of

God's design

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — The
battle of the sexes and, particu-

larly, the subjugation of

women are the result of origi-

nal sin and not of God's origi-

nal design for creation, said the

Congregation for the Doctrine

of the Faith.

Attempts to advance the

See BATTLE, page 12
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after 40 years
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PROCESSING FOR PEACE

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Bishop Misael Vacca Ramirez of Yopal, Colombia, and Father Jose Juya, Hispanic

ministry coordinator for the Gaston Vicariate, lead a procession at St. Michael

Church in Gastonia Sept. 13, 2003. Bishop Vacca was recently kidnapped but freed

unharmed July 27 by a leftist group in Colombia.

Kidnapped Colombian bisliop

released unliarmed by captors
Bishop Vacca attempted to foster unityin

Colombia andDiocese ofCharlotte
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — A Co-

lombian bishop, who visited the Diocese

of Charlotte last year, was kidnapped by

armed rebels in Colombia but freed un-

harmed by his captors the same day

Pope John Paul II appealed for his re-

lease.

Bishop Misael Vacca Ramirez of

Yopal was set free July 27 after he was

taken prisoner three days earlier by .

members of the leftist rebel group, the

National Liberation Army, known by its

Spanish initials of ELN.
"I was treated well and there was

never any lack of respect," said the

bishop, according to a July 28 report.

Bishop Vacca walked for three

hours after he was released to reach the

Diocese of Trinidad. Bishop Vacca was

then flown by helicopter to his residence

in Yopal and, after a medical examina-

tion, was found to be tired but in good

health.

The bishop thanked all those who
worked for his release, including

Colombia's church leaders and Pope
John Paul, who had urgently appealed

for his immediate liberation.

In September 2003, Bishop Vacca

visited St. Michael Church in Gastonia

to help promote unity among Colombi-

ans and other Hispanic parishioners and

to encourage prayers for Colombia,

which has struggled with civil war for

decades.

The Vatican had called the bishop's

capture "an unjustifiable criminal act."

In a July 27 written statement, the

Vatican said it was "extremely distress-

ing and objectionable" for a bishop to be

"impeded from freely exercising his pas-

toral ministry in such a despicable man-
ner."

Bishop Vacca and two other priests

were kidnapped by ELN members July

24 while on a pastoral visit in the town

of Morcote, northeast of Colombia's

capital, Bogota.

The mayor of Nunchia also was kid-

napped by the same group of armed
abductors.

After the two priests and the city

official were released the next day, the

priests said the rebels planned to release

the bishop after giving him a message

for the government.

The National Liberation Army is

Colombia's second-largest rebel group

with at least 3,500 guerrillas. They and

the larger Revolutionary Armed Forces

of Colombia have been locked in a 40-

year armed struggle against the govern-

ment and right-wing death squads.

In June the government offered to

stop operations against the ELN and

restart stalled negotiations if the groups

called a cease-fire. The Catholic Church

has long acted as a channel for dialogue

between left- and right-wing groups and

the government. It has helped negotiate

previous peace deals and guarantee the

release of civilian hostages.

Bishop Vacca had been involved in

peace efforts among rebels, paramilitary

groups and the government that are vy-

ing for control of the petroleum-rich re-

gions of Casanare and Boyaca.

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed to

this story.

New program provides

Catholic priests on two
cruise lines

V/ASHINGTON (CNS) — A new
program under the Apostleship of the

Sea's direction is providing approved and

certified Catholic priests on board two

cruise lines operating in the United States

— Celebrity and Holland America.

An announcement of the program
said the two companies "can now prom-

ise their guests and crews that they will

have an approved Roman Catholic

priest on every one of their cruises."

Other cruise lines are being, encour-

aged to join the priest program for cruise

ships "so that they too can provide the

best quality of Catholic pastoral care and

ministry to guests and crews," the an-

nouncement said.

Priesthood Sunday set

for Oct. 3 1 this year
CHICAGO (CNS) — Priesthood

Sunday, a celebration of the American

Diocesan,
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

HENDERSONVILLE— Everyone is invited

to attend a Conference for Catholic

Laity "Walking in the Footsteps ofJesus: hiving

as Eucharistic People" Aug, 21, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

at Immaculata School, 7 1 1 Buncombe St. Fa-

ther Frank Doyle, pastor of St. Margaret
Church in Maggie Valley will give the keynote

address. Workshops will be offered on using

the lectionary; prayer and skills and theory for

catechists. For more information or to regis-

ter contact Elizabeth Girton at (828) 252-8816

or taithfoniiation@bellsouth.net.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— St. Matthew Church, 80 1

5

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., will host a

Christian Coffeehouse Aug. 7 at 7;30 p.m.

Single and married adults are invited for an

evening of contemporary Christian music,

food and fellowship. For more information,

call Kathy Bartlett at (704) 400-2213.

CHARLOTTE— Just Second Fridays (JSF)

will take place Aug. 13, 1-2 p.m., in the

Atrium Room of the Annex Building of St.

Peter Church, 507 S. Tryon St. Rev. Dr. Ben
Bushyhead, director ofcommunity and recre-

ation services for the Eastern Band ofChero-

kee Indians, will speak on "Myths, Misconcep-

tions and Stereotypes ofNative Atnericans. "JSF

is a monthly lunchtime speaker series spon-

sored by the Office of Justice and" Peace,

Catholic Social Services, in partnership with

St. Peter Church. Parking is available in the

underground garage next to the church.

Bring your lunch; cold drinks are provided.

Call (704) 370-3225 for further information.

HUNTERSVILLE — Women's Catholic

priesthood set for Oct. 31 this year, will

be marked in Catholic parishes through-

out the United States with prayer, dia-

logue and social events.

Father Robert J. Silva, president

of the Chicago-based National Fed-
eration of Priests' Councils, said the

purpose of the, day is to engage "a

national conversation about the

priesthood."

Priesthood Sunday was first ob-

served in October 2003 as a reaction'

to the shadows cast over all priests by
the sex abuse crisis.

Ten percent of U.S. parishes took

part in the event last year, but as

many as 25 percent are expected to be

involved this year.

Lay people at each parish and
school are asked to develop their own
way of marking the day and honoring

both the priesthood and their own
priests. A Web site —
www.priestsunday.org — offers ideas.

There are about 44,000 priests in

the United States, and only 4,000 of

the 19,000 U.S. parishes currently

have more than one priest.

Scripture Study will have an informational meet-

ing Sept. 1 at 9:30 a.m. at St. Mark Church,

14740 Stumptown Rd. The class will focus on

the book ofExodus and will meet Wednesdays,
9:30-1 1:30 a.m. Sept. 8 through May 2005. For

details, call the church office at (704) 948-0231.

HUNTERSVILLE. — The Newcomers
Women's Ministry of St. Mark Church invites

women who are new or still feel new to the area

to a 10-week course, "Moving On," based on

Susan Miller's book "After the Boxes are Un-
packed," We will talk about the spiritual, emo-
tional and practical needs associated with mo\ -

ing. Classes begin Sept. 1 5 in Room 200 of St,

Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd,, 10:15 -

11:30 a,m. Call Gigi at (704) 895-3310 or

Merry at (704) 947-9547 for more information.

CHARLOTTE— All couples married 25 or 50

years this year will be honored at an Anniversary

Mass Oct. 24 at 2:30 p.m. at St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd. Please call your church

office ifyou wish to be included.

CHARLOTTE — A support group for

caregivers of a family member with memory loss

meet the last Monday of each month, 10-1 1:30

a.m. at St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd.

For more information, contact Suzanne Bach at,

(704) 376-4135. •

GREENSBORO VICARIATE
|

GREENSBORO — Notre Dame Catholic Hi^
School is planning an alumni reunion for Aug.'-

14, 2004. For more information, call Nicholas

Schnyder at (336) 333-3456 oi^ e-maU
nicholas.schnyder@bellsouth.net.

HICKORY VICARIATE

LENOIR — Summer Faith Formation CatechesB

will be offered each Sunday, 10:20-10:50 in the

school building of St. Francis of Assisi Church,

cart

Sun
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FROM THE VATICAN

Pope calls on Muslims, Christians

to unite after Iraqi church attacks
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — De-

ploring a string of deadly car bomb at-

tacks on five Catholic churches in Iraq,

Pope John Paul II called on Muslims

and Christians to unite against "all

forms of violence" and to work together

to bring peace and stability to the coun-

try.

The pope said Aug. 2 he was sad-

dened and "deeply struck" upon hearing

the news of the Aug. 1 attacks that left at

least 1 1 people dead and 50 others

wounded.

A wave of explosions ripped

through churches in Baghdad and the

northern city of Mosul early Aug. 1 just

when parishioners were attending or

leaving their places of worship. Iraq ac-

cused a terrorist group linked to al-

Qaida with the attacks.

"At this time of trial, I am spiritually

close to the church and the Iraqi people,"

read the pope's message, which was sent

to the head ofthe Assembly ofthe Catho-

lic Bishops of Iraq, Chaldean Patriarch

Emmanuel-Karim Delly.

The pope renewed his "heartfelt soli-

darity with priests and the faithfijl," as-

suring them of his prayers and "constant

commitment to a climate of peace and

reconciliation being established in this

beloved country, as a soon as possible."

He called on Muslims and Chris-

tians, "all believers in the one compas-

sionate and merciful God, to unite and

deplore every form of violence and to

cooperate for the return of harmony on

Iraq's tormented soU."

Vatican and Iraqi church leaders

condemned the latest attacks. A top

Iraqi church official in Rome said those

responsible for the blasts were intent on

"demolishing the new Iraq and its new
fi"eedoms."

m
328-B Woodsway Ln. NW. There will be an o(>-

portunity for discussion oftlie day's gospel. All are

invited to share their thoughts. For more Informa-

tion, call the church office at (828) 754-528 1

.

HICKORY— A GriefSupport Group meets the

second and fourth Wednesday ofeach month at

6:30 p.m. in the parlor of St. Aloysius Church,

92 1 Second St. NE. For more information, call

the church office at (828) 327-2341.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

CONCORD — Di-scover how beautiful God's

plan for marriage really is! Natural Family
Planning clas.ses are being offered at St. James
Church, 251 Union St., Tuesdays at fi:3() p.m.

Learn a natural method that is just as etlective as

the Pill and is in accord with Catholic teaching.

Contact Susan Chaney at (704) 720-0772 for

more information or email questions to

sujo94@aol.com.

MOORESVILLE— Seniors ages 55 and up are

invited to St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley
School Rd., the second Saturday of each month
following the 5:30 Ma.ss for Senior Games Night,

featuring games and a potluck dinner. Call Bar-

bara Daigler at (704) 662-9752 for details.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MAGGIE VALLEY— Rac/iel's Fineyard after-

care/fbllow-up meetings are held on the third

Sunday of each month. The.se meetings are for

anyone who has attended a Rachel's Vineyard
retreat for post-abortion healing, and are de-

signed to help us continue on our healing jour-

ney and to grow spiritually. The next meeting is

scheduled for Aug. 15, 2-4 p.m. Please call

Shelley at (828) 684-4330 or (828) 230-4940

for details-

MAGGIE VALLEY— Ifyou are struggling

with the emotional or spiritual pain of abor-

tion, there is help. Rachel's Vineyard fVeekend

Retreats for healing after abortion are a beau-

tiful opportunity to help you experience the

mercy and compassion of God. The weekend
will help ycJUr soul find a voice and transform

the pain of the past into love and hope. The
next retreat is scheduled for Sept. 17-19.

Confidentiality is strictly maintained. Please

call Shelley at (828) 68'f-4330 or (828) 230-

4940 to register.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM— Do you want to fol-

low the Church's teaching on contraception?

Learn Natural Family Planntns; with The
Couple to Couple league. Its ])lnl()sophy is in

full accord with Catholic teaciiing and the

method is as effective as the Pill with none of

the side effects ofunnatural methods. A four-

part series of classes will start Aug. 15, 1:30-

3:30 p.m. in the Bishop Begley Parish Center

of Saint Leo the Great Church, 335
Springdale Ave. For more information and
registration, call Todd and Stephanie Brown
at (336) 765-2909.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event? Please submit notices for the

Diocesan Planner at least 15 days prior to

the event date in writing to Karen A. Evans

at kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704)370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar Bishop Peter J, Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

Aug. 7— 5:30 p.m. Mass
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre

of Jerusalenn

St. Patrick Cathedral, Chariotte

Aug. 9— Priests' Continuing Education Day
St. Barnabas Church, Arden

Aug. 10— Priests' Continuing Education Day
Holy Fannily Church, Clemnnons

Aug. 11 — Priests' Continuing Education Day
St. Gabriel Church, Chariotte

Aug. 14 — Lighting the Fires of

Faith Conference

Bishop McGuinness High School, Kernersville

Aug. 15— 11 a.m. Mass
St. Patrick Cathedral, Chariotte

Aug. 21 —6 p.m. Mass
Dedication of new church

Divine Redeemer Church, Boonville

Bishop says pope to visit Lourdes to

praise God, not seek healing
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II will make an Aug. 14^15

pilgrimage to Lourdes, France, not to

seek physical healing but to praise God
for his great gifts, including the gift of

the Blessed Virgin Mary.

"Lx)urdes is not just a place to seek

healing, it is a place where people dem-
onstrate their faith in God and their

devotion to Mary," said Bishop Renato

Boccardo, the papal trip organizer.

The 84-year-old Pope John Paul has

billed his trip to the shrine in the French

P3T-enees as part of his commemoration

of the 150th anniversary of the solemn

proclamation of the dogma of the Im-

maculate Conception.

"The Holy Father is not going to

Lourdes because he is sick," Bishop

Boccardo said. "He is going because he is

the pope, and he will carry the whole

churcb with him to offer adoration to

Mary and to God."

In 1858, 14-yeai'-old Bernadette

Soubirous claimed she had seen Mary 18

times in a grotto near Lourdes. When
Bernadette asked her name, Mary re-

plied, "I am the Immaculate Conception."

In the Lourdes apparitions, Mary
called for prayer and penance, and
she told Bernadette to drink the water

of the small spring in the grotto. Five

days later, a friend of Bernadette's

bathed her injured arm in the spring

and was healed.

The pope will drink water fi-om the

Lourdes spring upon his arrival at the

grotto Aug. 14.

"The water is a sign of reconciliation

and of baptism," the bishop said.

Bishop Boccardo said that Pope
John Paul will not bathe in the waters of

the spring, which is a ritual of faith and

hope carried out by more than 300,000

ailing people each year.

"I can exclude that the pope is

going to ask for healing" while at

Lourdes, the bishop said. "Rather, he

will praise God for his great works,

one of which was Mary."

According to the shrine's official

Lourdes Magazine, 66 healings have

been recognized as miraculous since the

time of the apparitions.

Ride of a lifetime

CNS PHOTO BY Jbi F Roach/DeFab is Photograph

Franciscan Sister Rita Vukovic prepares to take a ride in an Indy car at the

Indianapolis Motor Speedway. The venture was made possible when supporters of

Cardinal RItter High School had the winning $2,000 bid for the ride, donated by

Sinden Racing, during a school benefit. The fund-raiser brought in money for

scholarships and financial aid for the Indianapolis interparochial high school. Sister

Rita has taught English and religion classes at Cardinal Ritter for 35 years.

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCath#licCompany
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman CathoiicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent
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Life materials

• Unique gifts

& cards
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• Books, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 70a-655-g090
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10 am - 6 pm
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MANY MINISTRIES

Sister Schmidt ieaves Nortii Carolina after

four decades of service

Photo bv'Kevin E. Murray

Mercy Sister Antonette Schmidt chats with diocesan personnel during her farewell

party at the Pastoral Center July 27.

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

BELMONT — After nearly 40

years in North Carolina, Mercy Sister

Antonette Schmidt is moving on.

Sister Schmidt, director of diocesan

young adult ministry, is beginning a

new ministry as vice president for mis-

sion and values at Mercy Suburban

Hospital in Norristown, Pa.

'The Catholic Church has a specific

mission in health care — caring for the

poor and those who can afford to pay,"

said Sister Schmidt. "It's a constant bal-

ancing act, and attention between caring

for the poor and making sure the mis-

sion endures."

Sister Schmidt, who will be chairing

the ethics and bio-ethics committee at

the hospital, looks forward to ensuring a

respect for life fi-om conception to death.

Her new duties in Pennsylvania are

similar to those she had at St. Joseph

Hospital in AsheviUe in the 1990s.

"You have ethical directives that

must be applied to sometimes very diffi-

cult medical decisions," she said. She will

also be responsible for ensuring the "re-

spect for the dignity of each.person —
staff and patients. You treat everyone

with dignity."

'

Sister Schmidt said she would miss

the sense of community among Catho-

lics in the Diocese of Charlotte.

'The interconnectedness has been a

wonderful gift," she said. 'Tou get to

know people who are as committed to

the Kingdom of God as you are."

Moving up North will be "very ex-

citing. It will be different working in a

diocese that's old and established," said

Sister Schmidt. "But it is my home— it's

where I came from."

A "great deal" of her family still re-

sides in Pennsylvania.

"It (the transition) is not as unset-

tling as going somewhere where there is

no family present," she said. "But I will

miss my sisters in community. I'll miss

the proximity to the sisters I have liter-

ally become an adult with."

Growing up in Berwyn, Pa., Sister

Schmidt heard her calling to the life of a

woman religious in the form of a whisper

in her head at the age of 10 or 11. She

was at Benediction and looking at the

monstrance when she heard the words,

"I want you."

As a child, she was aware of the

meaning of the words, but did not un-

derstand their significance for her life.

She heard the call again in high school.

"I was sitting there, and the thought

came, uninvited and intrusive," she said.

"I said, 'go knock on someone else's door.'

I was clear about wanting to be married

and wanting to have children."

She became a Catholic schoolteacher

but could not ignore her calling. After

serious soul-searching, she spoke with a

sister in a local community.

"She told me to look for a community

that had teaching as a ministry, and I

happened to be working with the Sisters

ofMercy at the time," said Sister Schmidt.

In 1965, Sister Schmidt entered the

Sisters of Mercy of the Aniericas Re-

gional Community in North Carolina

when she was 21.

"I remember being homesick only •

once. I had the feeling that I was home; it

was where I was meant to be," said

Sister Schmidt, who professed her final

vows in 1971 at her chUdhood parish.

Living and working in the Diocese

of Charlotte has been a great experience,

she said.

"Service in a rnission diocese is filled

with possibilities for spreading the Word
and ministry," she said. "I've been blessed

in being able to serve in many ,ministries."

She continued with her first love of

teaching for more than 22 years. She

earned a bachelor's degree in education

from Sacred Heart College in Belmont in

1973 and a master's degree in religious

studies from LaSalle University in

Philadelphia in 1980.

She studied for a year in Rome and
received an advanced certificate in Scrip-

ture and theology and had diocesan
~

training for spiritual direction.

She worked as a retreat director at

Living Waters Catholic Reflection Cen-
ter in Maggie Valley during the .sum-

mers fi-om 1986 to 1991, and as a hospi-

tal chaplain at St. Joseph Hospital in

Asheville from 1990 until 1998 after

receiving certification in clinical pastoral

services fi-om Carolinas Medical Center.

In 2000, she became a member of

the American Red Cross' Spiritual Re-

sponse Team for national incidents in-

volving mass casualties.

In addition to her work in young
adult ministry, she served as co-direc-

tor of McArthur Spirituality Center

for youth and young adults and House
of Hospitality for young adults, both

in Belmont.

She said that she can see a con-

tinuous thread throughout her work
and ministry.

"I have always tried to communicate

the wonder of God's love through my
ministry. I really believe that's my mis-

sion," she said.

The diocesan Education Vicariate

gave a farewell party for her at the Pas-

toral Center July 27.

'The Diocese of Charlotte has been

blessed greatly by her spiritual leader-

ship in relation to the young adults of the

diocese," said Father James Hawker,
vicar for education and pastor of St.

Luke Church in Mint Hill.

"As she leaves for new areas of min-

istry, we are so deeply grateful for her

unique contribution here in the diocese

by her generous, gracious, competent

and consistent service to the young
adults," he said.

"I hope I leave behind the impres-

sion that one can be a woman who
thirsts for God and enjoys life," said Sis-

ter Schmidt. "No matter what I did, I

hope that would be what I leave behind.'^

\

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray 6)1

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mait

kemurray@charlottediocese.org. j
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Catholic Daughters add new court
ThirtY'-nme women from threeparishesjoin nationalorganization

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

SYLVA — The North Carolina

Catholic Daughters of the Americas re-

cently added to its roster with the insti-

tution of a new court at St. Mary
Church.

Thirty-nine women from three

churches — St. Joseph Church in

Bryson City, Our Lady of Guadalupe

Church in Cherokee and St. Mary
Church — have joined the new court

since its inception June 27.

During the June 27 ceremony, 30

women were received by Joyce Rachid,

state regent, into the national organiza-

tion of Catholic Daughters. Father Ray
Williams, pastor of St. Mary Church,

became the court's first chaplain.

Additionally, two women were in-

ducted July 4 and seven women were

inducted July 1 1

.

"There was a very generous re-

sponse fi-om the women in the parishes,"

said Father Williams. "It shows there is

real need for women in a cooperative

role. They've launched something that is

going to take off"

Many benefits

The new court, Court St. Mary,
Mother of God, joins a dozen other

Catholic Daughters courts (chapters) in

North Carolina; there are now six courts

in the Diocese of Raleigh, seven in the

Diocese of Charlotte.

"We meet to see what is needed at

the three parishes," said Sandy
Beauchemin, court regent. "Many ladies

were already helping with their church's

needs, but now we have an umbrella

under which to operate."

"We have a group of women who
are organized," she said. "With an orga-

CouRTESY Photo

Thirty women from three parishes were inducted into the newly established Court

St. Mary, Mother of God during a June 27 ceremony at St. Mary Church in Sylva.

Father Williams, center, is the court chaplain.

nized group, you can do so much more."

Both Beauchemin and Father Will-

iams said that the court, in addition to

assisting the parishes, offers socializa-

tion for women.
"It's something we did for the

churches and something we did for our-

selves," she said. "Since the court's incep-

tion, the women are so motivated."

Beauchemin credits Rita Goffinet,

the court's recording secretary, for Court

St. Mary's existence. After attending the

funeral of a local Knight of Columbus,

Goffinet, whose mother was a Catholic

Daughter, thought it would be ideal to

have a local court to support grieving

widows.

"She decided it needed to be done and

she did it, with my blessing," said Father

Williams. "She's done a marvelous job."

Many Annuity Owners
Lose Money.
Will VOU?

Some annuity owners lose money because they didn't know
what questions to ask when they bought, and their salesperson

did not volunteer any information.

If you own an annuity or are considering taking advantage of

their many benefits, my FREE report, "Using Guaranteed

Annuities to Help You Survive Your Retirement," will tell you
what questions to ask.

The report is FREE and shows you how to get more benefits

from your existing assets and help preserve your annuity value.

Call 800-800-4960, ext. 7405 (24 hours)

for your FREE report!

Dr. Richard Pucciarelli

Certified Senior Advisor

Member ofAsset Protectors and Advisors Group

"She was instrumental in getting the

38 women together," said Beaucliemin.

A court needs 15 members before

it can be founded, but GofFmet didn't

stop there.

"She was always shooting for more,"

said Beauchemin.

Recruiting and retaining members
were topics discussed during the North
Carolina Catholic Daughters of the

Americas' leadership seminar at the

Catholic Conference Center in August
2003. The seminar was not part of their

biennial convention — since 1956, the

state's Catliolic Daughters have met ev-

ery other year for a conference that is part

business meeting, part spiritual retreat.

"(The) seminar was something new
to try and get new members," said Ruth

Carlisle, a parishioner of St. Patrick Ca-

thedral in Charlotte and Catholic

Daughters state treasurer.

Helping others

From its inception in 1903, Catholic

Daughters of the Americas has grown

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member Si. Matthew Church and

Knights ofC.ohimbus

and developed into the largest organiza-

tion of Catholic women in the Americas.

Headquartered in New York with

100,000 members in the United States,

Guam, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Do-
minican Republic and Mexico, Catholic

Daughters of the Americas' purpose is to

help the church in its religious, chari-

table and educational works.

The organization, open to Catholic

lay and religious women 1 8 years of age

or older, supports Covenant House,

which provides shelter and services to

homeless and runaway youths; Support

Our Aging Religious, a national agency

that helps religious orders meet retire-

ment needs; Holy Cross Family Minis-

tries; the U.S. bishops' Apostleship of the

Seas; Teachers of Exceptional Children

in conjunction with the National Catho-

lic Educational Association; Morality in

Media; Catholic Relief Services; and
Habitat for Humanity.

It also provides scholarships and

support for seminarians.

The Junior Catholic Daughters of

the Americas, the national program for

girls ages 6-18, was founded in 1925.

Court St. Mary, Mother ofGod will

be having a luau and auction as a

fundraiser in late August, but

Beauchemin was looking forward to the

court's first official charitable work, a

local Habitat for Humanity project that

was held June 3 1

.

"We're providing lunch for the

workers and homeowners," she said.

"We got the call and we responded. It's

all falling into place."

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.
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YOUTH REVOLUTION

Courtesy Photo

Teens from St. Leo the Great Church in Winston-Salem ride on the bus to the

"Rise Up: A Catholic Revolution" high school youth conference in Steubenville, Ohio,

June 25-27.

Teens ^rise up' at

conference
WINSTON-SALEM — The Life

Teen youth ministry from St. Leo the

Great Church in Winston-Salem re-

cently participated in "Rise Up: A Catho-

lic Revolution," the high school youth

conference held June 25-27 on the cain-

pus of Franciscan University of

Steubenville, Ohio.

Fifty teens and adults from St. Leo

the Great Church were among 2,300

participants from the United States and

Canada who experienced speakers, mu-
sic and skits. Their weekend was high-

lighted with a procession and adoration

of the Blessed Sacrament.

A growing number of participants

from St. Leo the Great Church have

been attending the Steubenville confer-

ences for six consecutive years. The teens

say they come back home on fire for their

love of God and ready to live their faith

every day.

(H)Husqvama viking
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE
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Youth help Jamaican poor
JAMAICA, from page 1

ing to do, had yet to experience this

wonderful opportunity to reach out to

others in need," said Brynne Beal,

youth group member. "However,
many of the boys that went in years

past have continued to attend this trip

every year, fund raising and saving

their money in order to go."

The group spent the week living at a

.Franciscan Sisters of Allegheny convent

while working during the day with the

M^issionaries of the Poor, an interna-

tional monastic order of brothers started

in 1981 by Father Richard Ho Lung.

The group worked in teams at four

of the five centers run by the brothers;

the shelters were mainly for homeless

men, women and children, while one was
for the homeless and AIDS patients and

children.

"We had a chance to see them all,

and spend time where we felt most
called," said Brynne.

The days began with a Mass cel-

ebrated by Father John Putnam, pastor

of Sacred Heart Church.

"For me, the highlight of the day

was Mass and receiving the grace neces-

sary to fulfill what was asked of us

throughout the day," said Chris Beal,

parish youth minister.

Brynne said her first day at

Bethlehem House was overwhelming.

"As we walked in the door children

surrounded us. They were longing for

attention and glowing from ear to ear,

extremely happy to see us," she said.

"...Seeing the children brought a tear to

my eye. They embraced us and even

called some of us women 'mommy."'

Teams reported similar experiences

at all the shelters.

"Everyone wanted to play a game
with you, hold your hand and talk to

you," said Brynne. "... You wanted to be

there with all of the people doing what-

ever they needed."

Needed tasks at the centers include4

bathing, clothing, diapering, feeding, ap-

plying lotion, clipping nails and dress-

ing wounds.

"You end up doing things you never

imagined you could or would do," said

Brynne. "It is a lot of hard work that

cannot be accomplished without
prayer."

"One of the brothers told me, 'In

whatever you do, remember that you are

doing it for Jesus, and do it to the best of
f

your ability,"' said Brynne. 'This stuck i

with me and it was in the back of my
mind the whole trip."

Each night, group members would

share the day's events and how they saw ,

Christ in the people and each other.

"I found out many things about

myself I went to Jamaica on a mission

trip to help others, but in reality I was

the one that was helped," said Brynne.

"I was humbled by my experience,"

she said.

You re Invited!
to

Room At The Inn's

Tenth Annual Banquet

Charlotte Convention Center

Thursday, October 14, 2004

1

ff

Featured Speaker

Jennifer O'Neill
Internationally acclaimed actress,

film and television star

Jennifer O'Neill became a household name with her sarring role in the cla-ssic film, "Summer

of '42," and as the spokesperson for Qwer Girl C<asmetics for an unprecedented thirry years.

A post-abortive woman herself, she is the celebrity spokesperson for die National Silent No More

Awareness Campaign. Ms. O'Neill makes regular pro-life, pro-family appearances on national

television shows such as "ITie O'Reilly Factor" and "The View."

Registration/Reception: 5:30pm
Dinner: 7:00pm

Reservations arefree, but required.

To makeyour reservation or to host a table ofeight, contact Megan Kimmel

(704) 525-4673 ext. 10, iroomattheinn@carolina.rr.com by September 30th.

Room At The Inn is a pro-life Catholic maternity homeproviding

an alternative to abortionfor single pregnant women.
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FIGHTING FOR LIFE

Rachel's Vineyard leaders

attend conference
Post-abortion ministryhelp healingprocess

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

GREENSfeORO — Helping
women who have had abortions

receive forgiveness and healing is an

important ministry in the fight for life.

Approximately 100 people from

the United States, including the Dio-

cese of Charlotte; Ireland; and Canada
spent five days in June receiving

in-depth training, learning how to

minister to women and men who have

been affected by abortion and how to

continue the fight for the unborn.

The Rachel's Vineyard-Rachel Net-

work Leaders in Ministry Conference

was co-sponsored by the diocesan Re-

spect Life Office and Rachel Network
and took place at Greensboro College

June 20-25. The event provided train-

ing sessions for pastors, lay ministers,

Christian counselors, pregnancy care

center volunteers and peer counselors

involved in respect life ministries.

"The conference was primarily de-

signed to help leaders of post-abortion

ministries be better leaders," said Dr.

Martha Shuping, a volunteer with

Rachel's Vineyard and a member of its

board of directors. "It also helped post-

abortive women be better equipped to

speak publicly about their abortion if

they want to."

Five simultaneous tracks offered

specialized training for various minis-

tries: those new to post-abortion

ministry or to Rachel's Vineyard;

therapists and other clinicians; those

wanting training in team development;

those wanting to learn how to speak' to

groups, write a press release or conduct

a press conference; ^and childbirth educa-

tors, doulas and nurses.

Key topics discussed at the confer-

ence included abortion and post-trau-

matic stress disorder; men and
abortion; the effects of trauma; the

"disenfranchised grief of abortion;

forgiveness; after-care resources; "telling

your story"; and managing the media.

"There are so many, both men and

women, suflfering from the emotional,

spiritual and physical damage caused

by abortion," said Maggi Nadol, dioc-

esan Respect Life director. "Rachel's

Vineyard is a beginning in the journey

to forgiveness and healing."

DONT PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!

!

125,000 people will read
these words this week!

Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, tool < im.

Catholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now! \m\ j^ERALD

Your Child's Education...An important Decision!

Blessed Sacrament Academy offers:

Grades K-5

Excellent scores on standardized tests

Foreign languages, music & art

A classical curriculum w/emphasis on traditional Catholic teachings

Call nowto guarantee your child's enrollment. Space is limited!

704-841-2292

Visit us on the web at/ www.blessedsaaamentai^demy.oig

Located behind Windsor Square in Matthews, NC A private academy independent of Charlotte diocesan schools

OHE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
T4Sr/C/SS"byRicliStaley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"An Inspiration! 'Last Kiss' Is a powerful novel that explores the human heart
and brings to light those In our lives who mean so much. Staley's tender look
at life has the power to restore our faith In both God and man.

"

—Msgr John J. McSweeney, Pastor, St. Matthew Catholic Church, Charlotte

To onler, null check or money order (no credil cards) to:

Pilgrim PublttUng, POBox 49544, C.barlolte,SC 28211

$13.95
plus S2.50 shipping

Courtesy Photo

Participants use sign language to sing during a worship and praise session at the

International Rachel's Vineyard Leadership Conference at Greensboro College

in June.

"People often do not realize that

men are affected by abortion'as well as

women," Shuping said. For that rea-

son, a workshop was presented by two
men who shared their stories about

their involvement in abortion.

Rachel Network is a ministry set

up to provide a range of post-abortion

services. Rachel's Vineyard retreats

are centered around Scriptural medi-

tations, called "Living Scriptures,"

during which people listen to a pas-

sage of Scripture, imagine themselves

in that story and then are directed to

the healing it represents.

"As people of faith, we are fortu-

nate to be able to turn to a loving God,

who calls us to healing," said Nadol.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

LEARN
ROSARY MAKING

Call for catalog & introductory offer

. or visit

www.rosarfpaits.com

LEWIS & COMPANY

800-342-2400

P.O.Box 268-K, Troy, NY 12181

Caring for Charlotte Area Catholic
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Charlone 704-334-6421

Pinevllle 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

SAFETY MEDICAL
ALERT SYSTEMS

Are You or a Loved One Living Alone?
ResponseUnk is your answer for enhanced independence and safety!

y^2mamM * 24-hour emergency &
ReSpOn§01/ilWr nonemergency

state-of-the-art systemf.r^tMKing Your Safely—Ensuring Your Im/rpendenct

* medication/health reminders

* lightweight, waterproof wrist

or neck pendant

Local offices open 24 hours a day to assist your Immediate needs.

Local owners arc parishioners of Si. Mark Catholic Church, Hunlersville, NC

(704) 875-8473 1-877-333-8866 TOLL FREE
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Bishops warn

politicians wlio

consistentiy bacli

legal abortion

BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Politicians

who act "consistently to support abortion

on demand" risk "cooperating in evil and

sinning against the common good," the

U.S. Catholic bishops said in a June state-

ment released in Washington.

'Those who formulate the law" are

obUged in conscience "to work toward

correcSng morally defective laws," they

said in a 1,000-word statement titled

"Catholics in Political Life."

'The killing of an unborn chUd is

always intrinsically evil. ... To make such

intrinsically evil actions legal is itself

wrong," they said.

Noting that "the question has been

raised" whether it is necessary to deny

Communion to Catholics in public life

who support abortion on demand, the

bishops said that "all must examine their

consciences" about their worthiness to

receive Communion, including with re-

gard to "fidelity to the moral teaching of

the church in personal and public life."

They added that "given the wide

range of circumstances involved in ar-

riving at a prudential judgment" in that

matter, the bishops "recognize that such

decisions rest with the individual bishop

in accord with established canonical and

pastoral principles."

"Bishops can legitimately make dif-

ferent judgments on the most prudent

course of pastoral action" in confronting

individual cases, they said, but the bish-

ops share an "unequivocal commitment
to protect human life and dignity."

They urged Catholics in pubhc life

to oppose legal abortion "lest they be

guilty of cooperating in evil"— which in

Catholic teaching is itself sinful.

The statement said respect for the

Eucharist "demands that it be received

worthily and that it be seen as the source

for our common mission in the world."

They cited the First Letter to the

Corinthians, in which St. Paul warns

that "whoever, therefore, eats the bread

or drinks the cup of the Lord in an

unworthy manner will be guilty of pro-

faning the body and blood of the Lord."

WANT MORE INFO?

"Catholics in Political Life" can be found on

the USCCB Web site at http://

www.usccb.org/bishops/
catholicsinpoliticallife.htm.

'Worthy to Receive the Lamb: Catholics ia Political Life

and the Reception ofHoly Communiori

As bishops, we have the obligation to teach and guide the Catholic Faithful whom we shepherd in the Body of Christ. A
fundamental teaching of our Church is respect for the sacred gift of life. This teaching flows from the Natural Law and

from Divine Revelation. .

Life is a gift bestowed upon us by God, a truth underscored by the commandment: "You shall not kill" (Deut 5: 17). The
Old Testament also teaches us that human life in the womb is precious to God: "...I formed you in the womb..." (Jer 1: 5).

The right to life is a value "which no individual, no majority and no State can ever create, modify or destroy, but must only

acknowledge, respect and promote" (Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, 71a).

A law, therefore, which legitimizes the direct killing of innocent human beings through abortion is intrinsically unjust,

since it is directly opposed to the natural law, to God's revealed commandments, and to the consequent right of every

individual to possess life, from the moment of conception to the moment of natural death.

Catholics in political life have the responsibility to exemplify in their public service this teaching of the Church, and to

work for the protection of all innocent life. There can be no contradiction between the values bestowed by Baptism and the

Catholic Faith, and the public expression of those values. Catholic public officials who consistently support abortion on

demand are cooperating with evil in a public manner. By supporting pro-abortion legislation they participate in manifest

grave sin, a condition which excludes them from admission to Holy Communion as long as they persist in the pro-

abortion stance (cf Canon 915).

Holy Communion is where Catholics meet as a family in Christ, united by a common faith. Every Catholic is responsible

for being properly prepared for this profound union with Christ. Participation in Holy Communion requires certain

dispositions on the part of the communicant, namely, perseverance in the life of grace, and communion in the faith of the

Church, in the sacraments, and in the hierarchical order of the Church (Pope John Paul II, Eeclesia de Eucharistia, 35-38).

The Church also recognizes that there is a manifest lack of a proper disposition for Holy Communion in those whose

outward conduct is "Seriously, clearly, and steadfastly contrary" to the Church's moral teaching (Eeclesia de Eucharistia,

37b). A manifest lack of proper disposition for Holy Communion is found to be present in those who consistently support

pro-abortion legislation. Because support for pro-abortion legislation is gravely sinful, such persons should not be

admitted to Holy Communion.

We also take this opportunity to address all Catholics whose beliefs and conduct do not correspond to the Gospel and to

Church teaching. To receive the great gift of God — the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ— we
must approach Holy Communion free from mortal sin. Those who are conscious of being in a state of grave sin should

avail themselves of the Sacrament of Reconciliation before coming to Holy Communion. To partake of the Eucharist is to

partake of Christ Himself, and to enter into sacramental communion with our Lord we must all be properly disposed.

Because of the influence that Catholics in public life have on the conduct of our daily lives and on the formation of our

nation's future, we declare that Catholics serving in public life espousing positions contrary to the teaching of the Church

on the sanctity and inviolability ofhuman life, especially those running for or elected to public office, are not to be admitted

to Holy Communion in any Catholic church within our jurisdictions: the Archdiocese of Atlanta, the Dioceses of

Charleston and Charlotte. Only after reconciliation with the Church has occurred, with the knowledge and consent of the

local bishop, and public disavowal of former support for procured abortion, will the individual be permitted to approach

the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.

We undertake this action to safeguard the sacred dignity of the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar, to reassure the faithful,

and to save sinners.

Most Reverend John F. Donoghue

Archbishop ofAtlanta

Most Reverend Robert J. Baker

Bishop of Charleston

Most Reverend Peter J. Jugis

Bishop of Charlotte

ce
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Taithful Citizenship' to guide platforms

Statementpromptshowbasic values shouldshapepoliticalchoices

FAITHFUL, from page 1

cal letters to party leaders.

The letters were addressed to Bill

Harris, convention chairman and CEO
for the Republican National Committee,

and Rep. Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn., who
chairs the platform drafting committee

for the Democratic National Committee.

Msgr. Fay said the church teachings

summarized in "Faithful Citizenship" are

"rooted in a commitment to defend the life

and dignity of every human being and to

further the common good."

"We believe they can inform the

choices of all people who share our com-
mitment to justice and peace in our na-

tion and world," he added. "We ask that

you review the statement, including the

final section which focuses on specific

issues, and take these ideas into consid-

eration as you carry out your work."

The 8,500-word document, designed

to offer a blueprint for electoral decisions

based on Catholic social teaching, calls on

American Catholics to "participate now
and in the future in the debates and

choices over the values, vision and leaders

that wUl guide our nation."

A similar document has been issued

before every presidential election for the

last 28 years.

In his letter, Msgr. Fay said "hun-

dreds of thousands of copies" of "Faithful

Citizenship" have been distributed in

Catholic parishes and organizations and

downloaded from the USCCB Web site

since last fall.

'Through the introduction of 'Faith-

/oiue your'JaiiJi

Be affirmed in your present ministry.

Upgrade your certification as a catechist and religion teacher.

Fulfill the prerequisite for the Permanent Diaconate.

Grow in your faith.

Ifjou. have these desires, the Diocesan Office of Lay Ministry

offers a truo-yearprogram desigtied to help you understand more

fully your baptismal call to minister to yourfamily, to others in

the Church, and to those in your daily life.

MlMISTRY
Training Program
Classes will be held in Arden,

Charlotte and Greensboro

For more information call

Frank VUlaronga,

704-370-3274 or E-mail

favillaronga@charlottediocese.org

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home! !

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

(Xir caregivers are thoroughly screened.

704 549 4010
VUitUl^ Angels.^^

E-maii us at Jill. Stewart@ VisitingAngels,com

ful Citizenship' in classrooms, work-

shops and other events across the coun-

try, we are prompting Catholics and

non-Catholics alike to contemplate how
basic values should shape political

choices," he added.

ReOecting values

In the document, approved unani-

mously by the 47-member Administra-

tive Committee, the bishops said the U.S.

Catholic Church must be "engaged but

not used."

"We welcome dialogue with political

leaders and candidates, seeking to en-

gage and persuade public officials," they

said. "But we must be sure that events

and 'photo ops' are not substitutes for

work on policies that reflect our values."

The Administrative Committee —
made up of the executive officers of the

USCCB, elected committee chairmen

and elected regional representatives —
is the highest policy- and decision-mak-

ing body of the bishops apart fi-om the

entire body when it meets twice a year in

general assembly.

Much of the docuhient is devoted to

a discussion of issues that church leaders

would like to see taken up in the presi-

dential campaigns.

"As bishops, we do not wish to in-

struct persons on how they should vote

by endorsing or opposing candidates," it

said. "We hope that voters will examine

the position of candidates on a full range

of issues, as well as on their personal

integrity, philosophy and performance."

The document described "a consis-

tent ethic of life" as the "moral frame-

work" from which Catholic voters

should address all issues in the pohtical

arena. It quoted extensively from the

"Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Re-

garding the Participation of Catholics in

Political Life," issued in January 2003

by the Vatican's Congregation for the

Doctrine of the Faith.

"For Catholics, the defense of human

life and dignity is not a narrow cause, but

a way of life and a framework for action,"

the bishops said. "As Catholics, we need to

share our values, raise our voices and use

our votes to shape a society that protects

human life, promotes family life, pursues

social justice and practices solidarity.

These efforts can strengthen our nation

and renew our church."

Table oflife
The bishops asked Catholics to look

at the political arena in light of the ques-

tion: "Who has a place at the table of

life?"

"Where is the place at the table for a

million of our nation's children who are

.

destroyed every year before they are

born?" they asked. "How can we secure a

place at the table for the hungry and

those who lack health care in our own
land and around the world? Where is

the place at the table for those in our

world who lack the fi^eedom to practice

their faith or stand up for what they

believe?"

The document reviewed Catholic

social teaching on a wide range of topics

— abortion and assisted suicide, same-

sex marriages and school vouchers, af-

fordable housing and foreign aid, work-

ers' rights and the Middle East.

The bishops said some Catholics,

looking at the array of issues, "may feel

politically homeless, sensing that no po-

litical party and too few candidates

share a consistent concern for human life

and dignity."

"However, this is not a time for re-

treat or discouragement," they said. "We
need more, not less, engagement in po-

litical life. We urge Catholics to become
more involved — by running for office;

by working within political parties; by

contributing money or time to cam-
paigns; and by joining diocesan legisla-

tive networks, community organiza-

tions and other efforts to apply Catholic

principles in the public square."

WANT MORE INFO?

To read the entire statement, and

for more information on "Faithful

Citizenship," visit the USCCB Web
site at http://www.usccb.org/

faithfulcitizenship/index.htm.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and mdre

Poetry as a way to prayer
REVIEWED BY

JEFF JOHNSON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Contemporary poetry is a form of

prayer in these two recent books from St.

Anthony Messenger Press.

Poetry ofters "a way to hope in vio-

lent times," writes Peggy Rosenthal in

"Praying Through Poetry: Hope for Vio-

lent Times."

Rosenthal, a Catholic convert who
holds a doctorate in English literature,

offers a method of poetry-based prayer

developed in response to the violent ter-

rorist attacks of Sept. 1 1 , 200 1 . Her four-

step method is modeled on "lectio

divina," an ancient method for reading

and meditating on Scripture.

Rosenthal's prayer method consists

1

XT
MIDN ICHT

of four movements.

Upon first reading the poem, she

asks, "How does the poem lead me to

hope?" Next, she enters into a more re-

flective mode by suggesting "And so I

might pray—." Third, she moves to the

invitation: "And, finally, I might ponder
—." The fourth step brings Rosenthal

back to the original poem as she looks

for images or phrases that offer them-

selves up for contemplative reflection.

By Vvay of 10 example poems,

Rosenthal demonstrates her prayer

method. Rosenthal provides the full text

of poems by Daniel Berrigan, Scott

Cairns, Denise Levertov, Jane Hirshfield,

Yehuda Amichai and others. She gives

an account of her own interior, spiritual

reactions to each poem, followed by ex-

planations of where these poems "took"

her spiritually and literarily.

Rosenthal's method for meditation

on poetry could be very useful for indi-

viduals or groups who seek new ways of

praying. While I know that response to

poetry is highly subjective, I felt that her

examples were not as helpful as they

could have been.

Her choice of poems is also disap-

pointing. Rather than selecting poetry

for quality, she opted to let content and

subject take precedence.

Meanwhile, Franciscan Father

Murray Bodo's collection, "The Earth

Moves at Midnight and Other Poems,"

provides a generous sampling of accom-

plished poetry in the tradition ofsome of

America's best confessional poets. The
poems, written over the past 20 years,

are dedicated to Denise Levertov and

show her influence in both style and

subject.

The poems are chiefly about loss

and the experiences of faith, change and

growth. Father Bodo primarily uses fi"ee

verse as he directly engages nature and

his childhood home ofNew Mexico. The
strongest poems in the collection are

those speaking of loss— deeply interior,

l3Tical elegies.

Combined with Rosenthal's prayer

method. Father Bodo's poems would

serve well those who grieve loss and are

looking for a way to develop their

prayer. Father Bodo's treatment of his

deeply personal experiences of faith and

loss, although at times a bit wordy, are

never sugarcoated.

There are plenty of good poems out

there that would work well with

Rosenthal's method. Poems that ably

offer transformative visions stand ready

to clear or, better yet, till the interior

ground, leaving it open for prayer.

Begin with Seamus Heaney's

"Glanmore Sonnets," whose opening line

best explains how poetry can lead to

prayer: "Vowels ploughed into other:

opened ground."

Johnson is a Jesuit scholastic and a

graduate student in English at Fordhami

University in New York.
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WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: AUG. 15, 2004

AugA5, The

Assumption ofthe

Virgin Mary

Cycle C Readings:

1) Revelation 11:19a, 12:l-6a, lOab

Psalm 45:10bc, ll-12ab, 16

2) 1 Corinthians 15:20-27

3) Gospel: Luke 1:39-56

Mary's assumption gives hope in

Christ's victory over death

BY DAN LUBY •

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

When picking a girl for the coveted

role of Mary in my childhood parish's

annual re-enactment of the Christmas

story, the director instinctively ruled out

talkers, the brash girls, the challengers of

the status quo. She wanted a placid girl

who knew how to be sUent.

The incompleteness of this image of

Mary, reinforced through centuries of

artistic representations, is evident in

Sunday's Gospel for the Feast of the

Assumption.

The feast honors Mary's unique

role in human salvation, and it glori-

fies the fidelity and saving power of

God which freed her "from the corrup-

tion of the tomb" so that "when the

course of her earthly life was finished,

\^she] was taken up, body and soul,

into the glory of heaven" (Pius XII,

"Munificentissimus Deus," 1950).

The doctrine of Mary's assumption

gives us hope in Christ's absolute vic-

tory over death through resurrection

and the prornise of an entirely trans-

formed way of living, not only in the

spiritual dimension of our lives, but in

our totality— "body and soul."

It is noteworthy that the church

chooses for this feast a passage stressing

not only Mary's humble receptivity, but

her triumph and victory over injustice

as well: the mighty cast down, the lowly

lifted up; the rich sent away empty, the

poor gathered in and fed.

Some might call such language an

example of "class warfare." Catholic tra-

dition recognizes it as the truth, the

"good news" about God's priorities,

about faithfulness to his promises of

mercy.

It is a topsy-turvy world Mary
proclaims here, and it reflects power-

fully the revolutionary hope of

Christ's Gospel and the kingdom of

God which his coming inaugurates.

There, not only do the blind see and

the deaf hear and the imprisoned

walk free, but death itself becomes a

pathway to life for the whole person,

body and soul. „

4
Questions:

In which aspects of your life do you

relate to the poor, the humble, the down
trodden? In which do you relate to tl

rich, the privileged, the proud?

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 8 AUGUST 14

Sunday (Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Wisdom 18:6-9, Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19, Lul<e

12:32-48; IVIonday (St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross), Ezekiel 1:2-5, 24-28, Matthew 17:22-27;

Tuesday (St. Lawrence), 2 Corinthians 9:6-10, John 12:24-26; Wednesday (St. Clare), Ezel<iel 9:1^

7; 10:18-22, l\/latthew 18:15-20; Thursday, Ezekiel 12:1-2, IVlatthew 18:21—19:1; Friday (Sts. Pontlan

and Hippolytus), Ezekiel 16:1-15, 60, 63, Matthew 19:3-12; Saturday (St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe),

Ezekiel 18:1-10,13, 30-32, Matthew 19:13-15

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 15 AUGUST 21

Sunday (Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary), Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6, 10, 1 Corinthian^

15:20-27, Luke 1:39-56; Monday (St. Stephen of Hungary), Ezekiel 24:15-24, Matthew 19:16-22;

Tuesday, Ezekiel 28:1-10, Matthew 19:23-30; Wednesday (St. Jane Frances de ChaQtal), Ezekiel

34:1-11, Matthew 20: 1-1 6; Thursday (St. John Eudes), Ezekiel 36:23-28, Matthew 22:1-14; Friday

(St. Bernard), Ezekiel 37:1-14, Matthew 22:34-40; Saturday (St. Pius X), Ezekiel 43:1-7, Matthew

23:1-12

Consolidate

Highlnterett

Debt

100% Financ'ms

Programs

LOW interest

g inter«st«ntY

Programs

PRIME R/VTE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 3.75%*
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMl)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

Mortgage Rale Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% $ 1,264.14

Mortgage Rale NEW PAYMENT

$200,000 3.7.5% $625 !!!!

No Payment
until

September 2004!

NO
Out-of -Pocket

Closing costs

I'll Iwlpym realivyour lumw (rwrwrship dreams.

*Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

*InU'ic-M laU- shown is Pi imc (4%). mimis I/4%. bast-ti on 80% or less LTV. Subject lo underwriting conditions.
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A near-perfect 'Candidate'

CNS PHOTO FROM Paramount Pictures

Denzel Washington and Meryl Streep star in "The Manchurian Candidate," a

pulse-pounding political thriller involving a conspiracy about a soldier running

for U.S. vice president. The film is a tautly paced tapestry of spine-tingling

suspense that falls short of the 1962 original film's masterpiece status.

Several scenes of graphic violence and torture, as well as some crude language

and profanity. The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-lll

— adults. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is R — restricted.

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship
• Light housekeeping • Errands & shopping

• Meal preparation • Medication reminders
SENIOR CARE"

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

TOLL FREE: 877-713-2445 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated

^Home
instead

Advertisemefil

Two Indiana Priests Host

Rose Parade
& Las Vegas Tour

Join your Spiritual Directors Father Donald Eder, pastor of St. Patrick Roman Catholic Church

in Oxford, Indiana and Monsignor Fred Potthoff from Lafayette, Indiana, on this ever-popular

'Your Man' Tours Rose Parade Golden West Vacation. Get away from the colder weather

during the first week in January, avoid the post holiday blahs, and enjoy the bes\ New Years Eve and

New Years Day you have had in years! Included is six nights in Los Angeles; three nights in Las

Vegas, Nevada on the strip; ENJOY RESERVED GRANDSTAND SEATS AT THE ROSE PARADE;
YMT's city tour of L.A. including Hollywood and Beverly Hills, Calico Ghost Town; baggage

handling, hotel transfers and optional sightseeing tours including the "Pageant of Ctiristmas"

at the Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove, California. You have seen the parade on TV for

years; now see the excitement and hoopla of the most famous parade in America live and

up close! The sights, the sounds, and especially the smells all make being there truly

spectacular. As a bonus, enjoy three nights in the entertainment capital of the world, exciting

Las Vegas, Nevada. You will not believe how it has changed in the last several years,

making Las Vegas one of the fastest growing cities in America. Your price, including taxes

and airfare from Baltimore or Charlotte, NC, is only $1348 (per person, double occupancy).

Friends and family are welcome. $100 deposits are now due.

For information, brochure, and Fathers' letter call today:

'YOUR MAN' lOURS 1-800-968-7626

Providing Carefree Vacations Since 1967!

Rim industry chiefs legacy

will be movie ratings system

Valenti, a Catholic, to step down in September

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — If anything,

Jack Valenti will be remembered as the

man behind movie ratings.

Valenti, a Catholic, is stepping down
Sept. 1 as head of the Motion Picture

Association of America after spending

38 years at the helm of a fractious indus-

try that has survived not only occasional

congressional and consumer revolts

over content and regulation, but plenty

of infighting from its member studios.

The ratings took shape in 1968.

The concept of ratings, Valenti said,

was "to put the authority of which kid

goes to which movie in the hands of

parents, and not anyone else, because

parents are responsible for the behavior

of their children, not the government. I

think the school and the church have a

lot to do with that, but in the end parents

make that decision."

Valenti, 82, managed to get virtu-

ally all Hollywood studios to voluntarily

submit their films for ratings, and to get

the National Association of Theater

Owners to enforce the system's guide-

lines and keep children from seeing cer-

tain movies unaccompanied by adults or

from seeing them at all.

One of the people Valenti consulted

in constructing the ratings system was
Father Patrick J. Sullivan, liead of the

old National Catholic Film Office (now
known as the Office for Film & Broad-

casting ofthe U.S. Conference ofCatholic

Bishops). The film office, like its succes-

sor,* evaluated movies in terms of their

moral suitability, a role first taken on by

the Legion ofDecency.

The Legion of Decency may best be

known by its "C" rating, which stood for

"condemned."

"Wlien I was a small boy growing up

Catholic and going to Mass in Houston,"

Valenti said, "I have to teU you that when
the priest said a certain picture was con-

demned, that made me want to see it."

Valenti said the indispensable need

of the rating system is to have integrity.

"I have no problem with a misjudg-

ment where people think we gave a film

the wrong rating," he said. "But I want

no mistakes to come from malfeasance or

pressure or something that has a nefari-

ous ring to it."

A recent study by the Harvard Uni-

versity School of Public Health, which

examined 1,906 movies between 1992

and 2003, criticized "ratings creep," the

phenomenon whereby more violent and

sexual content and racier dialogue are

getting into more leniently rated films.

Valenti said he hadn't seen the

methodology behind the study.

"Has the society changed in the past

15 to 20 years? I think it has," he said. "I

think that you're seeing things on televi-

sion today that 15 or 20 years ago you

didn't see. I don't know whether that's

good or bad. All I know is that it's

change, and I don't fight change. I try to

live with it and adjust to it."

The USCCB has been joined by sev-

eral other organizations in issuing their

own ratings based on a movie's content

and quality.

"I have no problem with that,"

Valenti said. "I always say find out all you

can about a movie from anybody else.

Expand your knowledge of movies."

Valenti, who got a job at age 15 at a

tiieater in Houston doing a little bit of

everything, noted that at movies, "I eat

popcorn. I'm like Pavlov's dog. I salivate

every time I go into a movie theater. I

need popcorn."

Is Tnat l^ur Filial Answer?

'^When Im gone, who will

receive the gifts God gave me?"

A will is your final answer to the question. 60-70%

of Americans die witlioiit a valid will. \{ you die witliout

a will, llie laws of tlie state you live in will delermiue

how your assets are divided including assets to your family

''OCllKoul a will or otker cliarilaUe estate plan, cliarilaUe

desires you may kave for your parisK, CatKf)lic school,

agency, diocese or (lie diocesan fouiulation will .he ignored.

Don 't let your final answer he silence.

ofiha
Roman CailioBc DIocaaa of Chailane

7» m'v;r;c' ,1 /";«' Uwlil:! "Be.lU-r I'.fUiU: I'lannimj" twilm! Gina KhoJc., Dyrcdor of PL,)iu-J Clilini,

704-370-3320, 1123 S. Church Street, CharlotU, NC 28203, gwrliJesCaJiarlotK'Jicccsc.orj
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Vatican: Battle of sexes not

part of God's design
BATTLE, from page 1

cause ofwomen by seeing men as enemies

to be defeated or by claiming that no real

difference exists between male and female

have had 'lethal effects," particularly on

the family, the congregation said.

The congregation's "Letter to the

Bishops of the Catholic Church on the

Collaboration ofMen and Women in the

Church and in the World" was released

July 31.

Rather than compete for power or

ignore the God-given differences be-

tween men and women, "the church, en-

lightened by faith in Jesus Christ, speaks

instead of active collaboration between

the sexes," said the document, approved

by Pope John Paul II.

In the United States the same day.

Bishop Wilton D. Gregory, president

of the U.S. Conference of Catholic

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Roswell, Georgia

Exciting opportunity awaits the Director of Music in a young, dynamic parish of 1,600+

families. The selected candidate will build on existing music program that includes

adult and youth choir, children's choir, cantors, contemporary ensembles and youth

band. Position requires excellent keyboard/organ and vocal skills, experience in

choral music, ensemble leadership, as well as administrative, budgeting and

communication skills. Proficiency on a secondary instrument such as guitar

considered a plus.

Qualified candidate must have a good working knowledge of Catholic liturgical

services, and the ability to maintain a traditional worship repertoire while building a

contemporary music program, A music degree is preferred. Competitive salary

commensurate with experience and benefits included.

Send cover letter, resume, salary requirements and references to Fr. Frank

McNamee, Pastor, St Peter Chanel Catholic Church, 11330 Woodstod^ Road,

Roswell, GA 30075 or email to fmcnamee@stpeterchanel.org.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

COUNSELING SUPERVISOR: Catholic So-

cial Services Charlotte Regional Office. Re-
quirements: master's level degree in social work,

counseling, or other human resource field with

3 years' po.st-graduate counseling experience,

including administrative or supervisory respon-

sibility. Send resume to: Geri King,' Catholic

Social Services, 1123 S. Church Street, Char-

lotte, NC 28203.

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION: Our
growing parish community of 1500 families- is

seeking a full-time Director of Faith Forma-
tion. Candidate must be experienced with

master's degree in theology, religious education

or a related field. Send resume and a statement of

your vision of Faith Formation to: Faith For-

mation Search Committee, St. Paul the Apostle

Catholic Church, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Road,

Greensboro, NC 27410; fax (336) 294-6149; e-

mail sbarnes@stpaulcc.org.

TEACHER, GIFTED AND TALENTED: St

Patrick School needs a Gifted and Talented

tea( lier.The teacher must have experience

teaching students who are gifted and talented. A
master's degree is preferred, Plea.sc send resume

to: Angela Montague, Principal, 1125
Buchanan St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

TEACHER AND COUNSELOR: Immaculata

School announces two openings to begin with

the 2004/05 school year: 1) Elementary School

Counselor: .'3/5th time and 2) First Grade
Teacher - Full-Time. .Send letter of application

and resume ASAP to William Meehan, Princi-

pal, Immaculata Catholic School, 711 Bun-
combe St., Hender.sonville, NC 28791.

YOUTH MINISTER: Needed for vital, active,

growing suburban parisli near Charlotte. Part-

time; hours and benefits negotiable. Team
builder, organizer, good communications
needed. Degree or commensurate experience;

certification in youth ministry or desire to cer-

tify. Send applications to Fr. Jerry McAndrews,
St. Therese Catholic Church, 217 Brawley
School Rd., Mooresville, NC 28 117; em,ail

jmcandrews@sainttherese.net or fax 704-660-

6321.

YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR: Parish of

1500 families seeks dynamic, qualified appli-

cant as Youth Ministry Director. Seeking spiri-

tual, creative, motivated, organized, compa.s~

sionate, excellent communicator to build and

lead vigorous, diverse ministry — grades 6-12

youth. Salary/hours flexible, commensurate to

applicant's availability, qualifications, vision.

Send; Letter explaining interest in youth minis-

try; resume including education history, leader-

ship experience; and references to: Holy Family

Catholic Church, Faith Formation Office, PO
Box 130, Clemmons, NC 27012. Application

deadline: October 1, 2004.

SERVICES

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at.

best rates! Call Mike 'Wilkinson (704) 845-

1416.

PRODUCTS

HOT TUB/SPA: '04 Luxury model in factory

wrapper, 6 person, 3! jets, ozonator, chrome
jets, redwood cabinet, aromatherapy, never

used, warranty. Cost $6700, sell $3625.

(704)65 1-7977.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick(gcharlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

. Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Bishops, called the letter "a timely

reminder of both the equality of men
and women and also of the distinctive

difference between them with which
God endowed them in creation."

Washington Cardinal Theodore
E. McCarrick, who heads the U.S.

bishops' Committee on Domestic
Policy, said that "too often in our con-

temporary society the diflferences be-

tween men and women are minimized in

the apparent belief the sexes must be the

same to be equal."

He said an "us versus them" attitude

and an emphasis on the individual and

individual rights above all else also are

addressed by the letter.

Cardinal McCarrick said the letter

reminds the world that "God created

men and women as equals, not to oppose

each other, but to collaborate and work
together in mutual respect for the good

of each other and of society."

Only by embracing, valuing and

respecting the differences between men
and women "do we have the humanity

that is in the 'image of God,"' he said.

"It is through respect for and col-

laboration with each other that we can

best develop social policies to eliminate

sexual discrimination, support the gifts

of all people and, in particular, support

women who, as the givers of life, are sq

often caught trying to successfully bal-

ance family and work," the cardinal said.

Collatxaration is needed in the world,

particularly in formulating political and

social policies to help the poor and advance

the cause of peace, the document said.

The church, too, needs collaboration in

order to bring "feminine values" of listen-

ing, faithfulness, humility, understanding

and caring more to the forefront, it said.

While reaffirming church teaching

that only men can be ordained priests,

the doctrinal congregation said the role

of women in the church is not "a passiv-

ity inspired by an outdated conception of

femininity."

The Blessed Virgin Mary, held up in

the document as an example ofdiscipleship

for all Christians, is a model of the proper

power of femininity, it said.

The document said attempts to con-

vince people that differences between men
and women are simply cultural have in-

spired ideologies "which, for example, call

into question the family in its natural two-

parent structure of mother and father."

The affirmation that differences are

only social constructs also "make homo-
sexuality and heterosexuality virtually

equivalent in a new model of pol)TTior-

phous sexuality," it said.

The doctrinal congregation also said

that although potential motherhood is a

key part of a woman's identity "this does

not mean that women should be consid-

ered from the sole perspective ofphysical

procreation," an attitude which often is

"accompanied by dangerous disrespect

for women."

By upholding the vocation of virgin-

ity, it said, Christianity "refutes any at-

tempt to enclose women in mere biologi-

cal destiny."

WANT MORE INFO?

The document can be found on the

Vatican's Web site at: http://

www.vatican.va

JOIN US FORA GREAT CATHOLIC CONFERENCE!

The Third Arniual

TRIUMPH OF THE CROII
Buildins Catholic Famlllet - Building a Catkollc Culture

Friday evening, Sept. 10 - Sat., Sept. It

St. Barnabas Church in Arden (near Asheville airport)

Main Speaker: Come and hear Paul Thigpen, author of several books including The

Rapture Trap, nationally-known speaker on the Catholic faith and apologetics, and the

newly-appointed editor of Our Sunday Visitor's "The Catholic Answer."

Workshops: Also offered will be a wide variety of workshops taught by priests and lay

experts covering prayer, sacraments, inculturation, marriage and family life, post-

abortion healing, faith and fundamentalism — and much more!!

Music: AND, don't miss Friday evening's IVIass and powerful musical celebration with

local musicians and choirs!

REGISTER BEFORE 9/3 AND SAVE $5!!

For more information, call: St. Barnabas Church 828-684-6098

Name

Address

Ph. No.

Cost: Save $5 with early registration:

Before 9/3: $10 Adult After 9/3: $15 Adult ***TEENS are FREE II

Lunches (sub sandwich, chips, fruit, cool<ie, soda) may be ordered in advance for $5 each.

Please check preference(s); Turkey sub Ham sub Tuna sub

No. of adults X fee = -

No. of teens - FREE

No. of meals x $5 =

Total enclosed .

Mail registration form and checb payable to:

Nazareth House, PO Box 432, Asheville, NC 28802.

Confirmation will be mailed upon receipt.

1

i
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Introducing Pennybyrn

Along the wooded cove of

High Point City Lake,

God's handiwork is everywhere.

Worship in our

Meditation chapel

Discover nature's

beauty while

walking our trails

Learn a new craft

in our

woodworking shop

On-site

maintenance brings

fast repairs

Pets are always

welcome

Choices of flexible

financial options

The new Pennybyrn at Maryfield will offer an exciting,

customizable retirement lifestyle unlike any other in the

Piedmont Triad region. New and elegantly-appointed

apartments and cottages spread amidst 66 acres of

magnificent trees and rolling hills! To reserve or learn more,

Call (336) 886-4103.
Toll Free l-(866)-627-9343..

P6KIKIVBVKKIMARYFIELD
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God

Breaking new ground

Courtesy Photo

Father Michael J. Buttner, pastor (center right), and Father Adrian Porras, former

parochial vicar (center left), break ground for the new Holy Family Church in

Clemmons June 5. Joining the priests in manning the shovels were Rev. Mr. Jerry

Schumacher; Rev. Mr. Guy Piche, diocesan property manager; Bill Lawler and Ray

Miller representing the Capital. Campaign committee; and Jerry Long, chairman of

the Building Committee.

Father Buttner and Father Porras concelebrated a Mass of thanksgiving to celebrate

the progress towards the new church prior to the groundbreaking. The Knights of

Columbus led a procession at the beginning of the Mass; escorted the offertory

gifts to the altar, including a gold shovel and a hardhat; and led the procession out

to the site of the new building for the groundbreaking ceremony.

Parishioners of Holy Family Church brought small, decorated stones that will become

the part of the building's foundation under the altar in the completed church.

(omiHC IN ^;PKm^«...

CATHOLIC SCRIPTURE STUDY FEATURING

mm
Join thousands of Catholics around the world who will be delving into

the exciting book of Exodus this fall. You'll never again think the Old

Testament is boring!

Exodus Is an amazingly eye-opening book, especially for Catholics!

Learn how the Eucharist is prefigured by the Passover, the symbolism

of the parting of the Red Sea, and more! This book has it ail - murder,

betrayal, plagues, Idolatry, miracles - and it's all true! Best of all, it is

life-changing. It Is the Word of God.

Classes will be held at St. Vincent's parish in Charlotte. Wednesday

morning classes begin September 22nd. Thursday evening classes

begin September 23rd.

For info, contact Gail Buciiley at (704) 965-0953.

Visit www.cathoiicscripturestudy.com

for info on Catholic Scripture Study.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

A call to prison

ministry?
Why would we go to visit someone

in jail or prison — a criminal, a person

who broke the law and deserves what-

ever punishment the court gives them?

What if we caught something from one

of them? What if they tried to hurt us,

hold us hostage or, heaven forbid, tried

to rob us? You know how "they" are.

We are too busy doing God's work
to be bothered with "them." Let some-

one else do it. After all, they have chap-

lains that are paid to take care of them.

We don't know what to say to one of

them. We hear that some of them can-

not speak English.

Do any of these thoughts come into

your mind when you are asked to visit

or minister to someone in prison? Mat-
thew tells us what Jesus expects from

US: "I was in prison and you visited me.

Whatever you did for one of these least

brothers, of mine, you did it for me."

We cannot all be actively involved

in prison ministry. For many, our
schedules do not allow us to take on

additional ministries. Many people

have indicated that they would go to a

prison if needed but not regularly. This

would definitely fill a need that occurs

fi-om time to time and can make a differ-

ence in someone's life.

My prison ministry began more
than 16 years ago at the request of a

brother deacon. Rev. Mr. Tim Rohan.

He asked me to visit the son of a fellow

parishioner who was in the youth
prison in Morganton. This young man
was a joy to visit each week. Both of us

looked forward to the visit.

I did not catch anything from him
and he did not rob me. I did not solve

any of his problems, but I did a lot of

listening. I think that the most impor-

tant thing I did was just be present for

him. The person I was when visiting

the young man was not me but Jesus

ministering through me.

I have learned things through the

years at the prison. I have learned that

each inmate is a unique person; all are

on faith journeys, are at different points

in their lives and have different needs.

Guest

Column

REV. MR. JIM
JOHNSON

Guest Columnist

Some are satisfied having a visit once a

month; some would like a Bible and a

rosary and know that if they wanted a

visit, someone would come. Some
would like to be baptized and/or con-

firmed, while others would like a visit

from a priest.

In some inmates, I have planted

seeds; in others, I have watered and

nourished seeds that were planted by

others; and in some, I have been there

for the harvest. I think it is not so

important, although it is very satisfy-

ing, to be a harvester. I think that more
of us are seed planters and waterers.

In our work, many young inmates,

14-18 years of age, seem to just want
someone to give them some attention

and show some concern. This is some-

thing that many of the young men have

never had in their lives.

In this ministry, I have been fortu-

nate to have the support and encour-

agement of Father Ken Whittington,

pastor of St. Charles Borromeo Church

in Morganton. There are several volun-

teers from the parish who teach Bible

studies and share their faith with pris-

oners. In addition, Hispanic volunteers

minister to the Spanish-speaking in-

mates by offering a weekly Bible study

for them.

The chaplain at the prison has be-

come a good friend and is very coopera-

tive and supportive in our Catholic

ministry at the prison. And last, but not

least, we have the blessing, support and

prayers of our bishop.

Rev. Mr. Johnson is the permanent

deacon at St. Charles Borromeo Church in

Morganton.

Pope, at audience, adapts to

relaxed pace of August in Italy

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy —
Pope John Paul II welcomed an esti-

mated 3,500 visitors to the courtyard

of his summer residence, hosting a

shortened, almost intimate version of

his weekly general audience.

For the Aug. 4 audience, the

courtyard of the villa at Castel
Gandolfo, south of Rome, was packed.

While the pope continued his series of

talks about psalms and canticles used

in the church's evening prayer, the

Vatican decided to shorten the gath-

ering by skipping the usual summa-
ries of the pope's talk in French, En-
glish, German, Spanish and Polish.

In his audience talk, Pope John
Paul offered a meditation on a canticle

from the Letter to the Philippians

about Jesus, "who, though he was in

the form of God, did not regard
equality with God something to be

grasped. Rather, he emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave, coming in

human likeness."

The pope told his guests that the

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

canticle shines a light on the Chris-

tian understanding of who Jesus is:

He is "recognized and proclaimed our

brother in humanity, but also Lord of

the universe."

While he truly was God, the pope
said, Jesus "stripped himself and al-

most emptied himself of that glory,"

becoming "similar to human beings

and going so far as to assume ^hat

sign of limitedness and finiteness

which is death."

But through his cross and resur-

rection, Jesus ascended "from humili-

ation to exaltation," offering all hu-

man beings a chance to be saved, the

pope said.
^

Letters to

the Editor

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Catholic News & Hera/dwelcomes letters from readers. We ask that letters be originals of250 words

or less, pertain to recent newspaper content or Catholic issues, and be in good taste.

To be considered for publication, each letter must include the name, address and daytime phone number

of the writer for purpose of verification. Letters may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for

clarity, style and factual accuracy

The Catholic News & Herald does not publish poetry, form letter or petitions. Items submitted to The

Catholic News & Herald become the property of the newspaper and are subject to reuse, in whole or in

part, in print, electronic formats and archives.

Send letters to Letters to the Editor, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box.37267, Charlotte, N.C.

28237, ore-mail catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

Hardball would better

benefit harvesters

Regarding the "Harvesters of sor-

row" story (July 23), rather than telling

about what a great ministry the church

has for the migrants, would it not have

been more productive to expose those

responsible for the "horrid" conditions?

— John O'Malley

Pisgah Forest

Editor's note: We shared the details of
"Harvesters ofsorrow" with other newspa-

pers in the region and encouraged them to

pursue this worthy story.

History won't be kind

David Hains' guest column
("Church scrutiny leads fight against

abuse," July 23) seeks to compare the

February release of the John Jay study

detailing sexual abuse in the Catholic

Church with a June study on sexual

misconduct by educators.

Hains says the church's

acknowledgement of this "serious social

problem" will be remembered more than

that of subsequent institutions because

the church was "first to be so forthcom-

ing about this problem." And he says,

"As Catholics, we can be proud of the fact

that our church led the way in identify-

ing and removing a serious problem

that affects defenseless children."

Indeed, the church will be remem-

bered more — not because it was first

but because it was supposed to be better

In this sorry scandal, Mr. Hains

there is absolutely nothing of which oui

church can be proud.

— Joan LaU

Hickory

|||

War in Iraq not justified

In regard to Father Frank Pavone';

column ("Abortion vs. War," July 9), I d(

agree that every abortion does in fac

target innocent life and is always morally

unacceptable. However, I cannot agre(

with him on the point that it is "OK foi

someone else to come to the conclusiot

that the war (in Iraq) is justified."

Faithful Catholics need to look m
farther than the Catholic Church'

teachings on just war to see "the Churcl

has raised serious- moral concerns anf

questions about preemptive or preventa.

tive use of force" (pg. 19 of "Faithfu

Citizenship: A Catholic Call to Politica

Responsibility," by the USCCB).

I would urge every person in ou

community to read No. 2309 in ou

Catholic Catechism to plainly see th|

the rigorous conditions for moral legin

macy have not been met.

— Linda Flynn ' i

Charlotte I

iiia,

leci

nei
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The vineyard of the church
Rachels Vineyard offers Christ s healingpowerfor abortion

"I cannot think of another work of

this kind so well done," Father Benedict

Groeschel has written of Rachel's Vine-

yard. "A most difficult and painful hu-

man problem is engaged with faith, psy-

chological insight and trust."

Having been involved for years in

these retreats for people wounded by

abortion, I could not agree more with the

above assessment. That is why I was so

pleased when Theresa and Kevin Burke,

the founders of Rachel's Vineyard, ap-

proached me at the end of last year with

the request that this retreat program
become a ministry of Priests for Life.

As such, it is now becoming even

better known by the priests of the nation

and provides yet another way for them
to extend the healing power of Christ

through the sacrament of reconciliation,

through counseling and through
preaching. Moreover, the Rachel's Vine-

yard retreat can also be conducted in an

ecumenical format, allowing Christians

of all denominations to take part in a

way that is consistent with their own
background.

Rachel's' Vineyard is a weekend re-

treat experience for women and men
who have lost children through abor-

tion. With the assistance of counselors

and clergy, they explore the emotional

and spiritual pain of their abortion in the

Guest

Column

FATHER
FRANK
PAVONE

Guest Columnist

presence ofthe Lord and in a confidential

and supportive atmosphere.

Because the wound of abortion is

compounded by its secrecy and in fact

consists of a destructive isolation of the

individual, the person on the retreat

finds a new fi-eedom by sharing his or

her pain with the others on the retreat,

who have all had similar experiences,

and benefits from their understanding,

acceptance and additional insight.

One of the most powerful and
unique aspects of the retreat is the use of

"Living Scriptures." This is essentially a

group reflection on various Scriptural

events, utilizing a traditional method of

meditation on Scripture by which a per-

son imagines him- or herself present at

the event and involved in it.

But instead of having this reflection

within oneself and only in thought, the

group dramatizes it together, again uti-

lizing a very traditional Catholic ap-

proach; namely, using signs, symbols

and gestures to make spiritual realities

more tangible.

A simple example of this is the heal-

ing of Bartimaeus in chapter 10 of

Mark's Gospel. At Rachel's Vineyard,

this passage is read in the presence of all;

the priest then goes to each person, along

with a team member, who says, "Have

courage, he is calling you." The person

says, "Jesus, Son of David, have pity on

me." The priest then says Jesus' words:

"Wliat do you want me to do for you?"

The person then makes her request, in

his or her own words. The priest be-

stows an individual blessing.

Thousands of Rachel's Vineyard re-

treats are taking place around the

United States and around the world.

Many dioceses have officially adopted

this program for their abortion healing

ministry. As more and more people come
forward, breaking out of their guilt and

shame-filled isolation, let us welcome
them together to the Vineyard of the

Church!

See related story on page 7.

For more Information, visit

www.rachelsvineyard.org.

Communities of joy
Jesus challenges us to accepthisgift

Since joy is the infallible sign of

the presence of the Holy Spirit, creat-

ing a community of joy should be the

goal of every parish. Every pastor

should do his best to foster this atmo-
sphere of joy and emotional comfort,

so that his people can worship God
joyfully. In the Holy Spirit, we pray
with one voice.

Joyful worship is the best way to

participate in the life of the Trinity. By
sharing in God's Trinitarian life, we
become an "Easter people, and Alleluia

becomes our .song" (St. Augustine).

Second Vatican Council docu-
ments teach us that the church is the

people of God. It is not primarily an
institution or a group of buildings.

The church is essentially a commu-
nity of joy,- a community different

from all other human groupings be-

cause the joy of the Holy Spirit in-

forms and inspires it.

The mystery of the church tran-

scends human life. Two of the three

branches of the church are already
living joyfully. The members of the

church who are in heaven and purga-
tory lift us up to greater heights.

The church triumphant consists

of those who have attained the bliss of
heaven, namely, the beatific vision.

The church suffering consists of

Spirituality

forToday

FATHER JOHN
CATOIR
CNS Guest
Columnist

^1

those in purgatory. This title is a mis-

nomer because those in purgatory
have the deep joy of knowing that

they are exceedingly close to the be-

atific vision. They experience God's
presence as never before, and are con-

firmed in grace.

Though they still await the full-

ness of joy, they know a happiness
that they have never known before.

St. Thomas Aquinas said that the

worst day in purgatory is better than
the best day anyone could spend on
earth.

We on earth are called the church
militant. We know we are saved by
the sacrificial death of Jesus, but we
are not yet free of the woes of this

world. We are still capable of sin. The
tensions we experience in trying to

combat evil is a constant source of

pain, emotional and physical.

Jesus said, "I am the Way." When
we follow him, we receive in us a joy
that this world cannot give.

The people ofjoy consist of those

in heaven, in purgatory, as well as

those on earth who participate in

God's life. The church militant must
live in a sea of human hatred and
violence. Jesus predicted it, "In this

world you will have many troubles

but cheer up, take heart, for I have
overcome the world."

All three parts of the church share

in the life of the blessed Trinity,

which is a life of intense love and joy.

As members of the church militant we
do not as yet have the fullness of joy,

but by faith we can claim a greater

share of it.

Jesus told us that he wants our
joy to be full. We must rise to his

challenge and accept his gift. And we
can do a better job by not trying to go
it alone — by forming little cells of

joy we can make progress. Prayer
groups can find prayers and read-

ings, which lift the spirits.

By forming little communities of

joy, we can become carriers of Divine
Joy. This is our goal: to choose joy

over sorrow because joy is our voca-

tion and our destiny.

Openly

discussing

anotlier's

wrongdoing

Question

Comer
FATHER JOHN

DIETZEN
CNS Columnist

Destroying Si

personsgood
name is sinful

Q. I'm an old senior, still typing on

my manual typewriter, but I am concerned

about some "forgivers" who insist on tell-

ing others about the persons and deeds

that need forgiveness. Twice this has

happened recently that the one doing the

forgiving tells friends about it, and the

offender's reputation is destroyed.

Even if you're willing to forgive,

isn't it wrong to expose someone'sfaults?

Perhaps the person who has been hurt

feels better" emotionally after talking

about the problem, but it still sounds like

pure gossip to me. (Illinois)

A. Your instincts are correct.

There is something wrong with a per-

son who feels that willingness to for-

give bestows the right to discuss

what happened with everyone else.

It is true that forgiving and for-

getting are not the same. If someone
deliberately injures us or someone we
love, it is possibly beyond our power
to totally forget. Despite our best in-

tentions, the memory may resurface

often, especially if later circumstances

create the opportunity for a repeat of

the injury.

An essential element of authentic

forgiveness, however, is willingness

to give up resentment and ill will, to

let go of the desire to "get even" and

take revenge on the person who has

done us wrong. To willfully destroy

another's good name is a serious in-

jury and sinful. The fact that the

other person has done harm to us

doesn't change that.

A free brochure describing basic

Catholic prayers, beliefs and moral pre-

cepts is available by sending a stamped,

self-addressed envelope to Father John

Dietzen, Box 325, Peoria, IL 61651.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.
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Up to the challenge
ybuth ministers toreceive trainingresource

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Diocesan youth

ministers now have a comprehensive

resource to aid them in their ministries.

Promulgated by Bishop Peter J.

Jugis in April 2004, 'The main purpose

of the new 'Youth Ministry Hand-
book' is to have a resource for every

youth minister, whether they are experi-

enced or new to the job," said Peg Ruble,

associate director for the diocesan Office

of Youth Ministry.

More than three years ago, realizing

that the need for such a resource was far-

reaching in the diocese, Paul Kotlowski,

director for the diocesan Office ofYouth

Ministry, and Ruble set about forming a

team of volunteers to compile the re-

source for all youth ministers in the Dio-

cese of Charlotte.

A team of youth ministers consist-

ing of Marilyn Kravitz, Mary Herr,

Steve Bernardi, Marie Martino, Debbie

Kovachik, Connie Cupello and Maryann
Poll set about to develop the handbook.

Although each volunteer took

charge of one section of the book, Ruble

said it was a collaborative effort as they

critiqued the work-in-progress, every-

one adding their own input.

According to Ruble, Sister Mary
Timothy Warren, vicar for women reli-

gious in the Diocese of Charlotte, also

provided valuable editorial support.

After countless hours of writing, dis-

cussion and editing by the team of vol-

unteers, the "Youth Ministry Hand-
book" was completed in Spring 2004.

"In part, what Bishop Jugis pro-

mulgated for the Diocese of Charlotte is

a ministry formation process which

adopts the recently published "National

Certification Standards for Lay Ecclesial

Ministers,' approved by the U.S. bish-

ops' Commission on Certification and

Accreditation," said Kotlowski.

The national standards were devel-

oped by the National Federation for

Catholic Youth Ministry, the National

Association of Lay Ministers and the

National Conference of Catechetical

Leadership, three organizations
which advocate and support Catholic

ministry on the national, diocesan and

local levels.

The National Federation has devel-

oped a code of ethics for youth ministry

leaders that outlines the obligations of

youth ministers, including their ministe-

rial role, liability, accountability and

conduct.

Each parish within the diocese

will receive a handbook for use by

tfieir youth minister. The book will

also be available online on the diocesan

Web site and the learning platform

Blackboard.com.

The handbook will serve as a learn-

ing tool to help youth ministers meet
the national standards, Kotlowski said.

The handbook may be the first of its

kind, in that it contains the compe-
tency-based formation.

Kotlowski said the basis of youth

ministry training and formation is de-

rived from the Code of Canon Law 23 1

,

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Paul Kotlowski, director for the diocesan

Office of Youth Ministry, and Peg Ruble,

associate director for the diocesan

Office of Youth Ministry, examine the

new "Youth Ministry Handbook."

which states, "Lay persons who devote

themselves permanently or tem.porarily

to some special service of the church are

obliged to acquire the appropriate for-

mation which is required to fulfill their

function properly and to carry it out

conscientiously, zealously and dili-

gently."

"What's exciting about compe-
tency-based formation and certification

based on nationally approved stan-

dards is that it introduces accountabil-

ity born through evidence as people

demonstrate their proficiency and
knowledge," said Kotlowski.

'This is the dawn of a brand-new

era in the area of ministry formation for

the Diocese of Charlotte and the United

States," he said. "We're happy to be a

part ofthis emerging formation process."

"Heretofore, having a degree (in

ministry) has been good enough, with-

out demonstrating the ability to assimi-

late that degree into ministerial prac-

tice," said Kotlowski.

What these competency standards

call for is a demonstration of skills, not

just a diploma, said Ruble.

"Youth ministry is challenging,"

said Kotlowski. "All too often people are

asked to take part in youth ministry

with little or no training."

"This is a learner-driven practice

that calls people to national standards,"

said Kotlowski. "Ministers will be able to

set their own pace as they work toward

achieving the standards."

"I welcomed the opportunity to pro-

mulgate the 'Youth Ministry Hand-
book,'" said Bishop Jugis. "It is a rich

resource that addresses three vital areas

of ministry to youth: the call to and

promotion of holiness; the creation of a

safe and secure environment; and the

formation of the ministers as persons

commissioned to teach the truth in love."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charhttediocese.org.

REVIVAL
Sponsored by

African American Affairs IVIinistry

of tlie Diocese of Cliarlotte

To be held at: Our Lady of Consolation Church

2301 Statesville Ave., Charlotte, NC

Thursday, August 12
through

Sunday, August 15
The Revival Is an opportunity to publicly worship our God
In the spirit of the black church while at the same time

breaking down traditional misconceptions of Catholicism

by our Protestant brothers and sisters.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
WEEKEND SCHEDULE

Thursday, Aug. 12

7pm
Gospel Concert

Music by:

First Baptist
Cliurcli West
Charlotte. NC

8pm
Preaching
Sr. Patricia Haley, SON
Diocese of

St. Petersburg, Florida

Saturday, Aug. 14

7pm
Gospel Concert

Music by:

Emmanuel Baptist

Church
Wfnston-Salem, NC

8pm
Preaching
Sr. Patricia Haley, SCN
Diocese of

St. Petersburg, Florida

Friday, Aug. 13

7pm
Gospel Concert

Music by:

St. IVIark United
iViethodist Church
Charlotte, NC

8pm
Preaching
Sr. Patricia Haley, SCN
Diocese of

St. Petersburg, Florida

Sunday, Aug. 15

Ham
Closing worship

Music by:

The Perpetual Hope
Gospel Choir
Charlotte, NC

Celebrant and Homilist

Msgr. Maurlcio W. West
Chancellor and Vicar General
Diocese of Charlotte

A

For more information, piease call 704-370-3339
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Feedback, support for bishops'

Communion statement

Statementinsptes

discussions o£

church teaching

By KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE— Priests,

laity and pro-life advocates

throughout the Diocese of

Charlotte are applauding

Bishop Peter J. Jugis' stance on

Catholic teaching and abortion.

The bishop has joined

with Archbishop John F.

Donoghue of Atlanta and
Bishop Robert J. Baker of

Charleston in a statement that

Catholic politicians or candi-

dates who persistently sup-

port abortion may not be ad-

mitted to holy Communion in

their dioceses.

See STATEMENT, page 8

Uncovering faith

CNS Photo by Reuters

*rcheologists working west of lerusalem have discovered a cave

.hat may have been used 3t. John the Baptist. The entrance

leads to an underground cistern, where pottery shards believed

to be remnants of small water jugs used for baptism were

discovered. For the full story, see page 7.

A BANNER YEAR

DSA may reacli $4 million mark
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — The
2004 Diocesan Support Ap-
peal (DSA) will likely raise

$4 million by the year's end,

according to Barbara Gaddy,
associate director of diocesan

development.

The goal for the 2004

See DSA, page 4

REVIVING THE SPIRIT

Power, love of God affirmed

during annual revival

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Above: Gospel music and song filled Our Lady of Consolation Church in Charlotte during the annual

"Revival of the Spirit" Aug. 12-15, inspiring many to stand, c|ap their hands and sing along. Below:

Sister Patricia Haley, this year's revivalist, speaks about the power of the Holy Spirit Aug. 12.

Allare carriers ofthe divine^ says speaker

By KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — The
"breath of life" resonated in the

music and people at Our Lady
of Consolation Church.

'The breath of life — the

spirit of God — was breathed

into us. We are carriers ofGod's

spirit, carriers of the divine,"

said Sister Patricia Haley.

The Sister of Charity of

Nazareth was the featured

speaker at "Revival of the Spirit

2004," the fifth annual revival
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Lighting the Fires of Faith

Hundreds brave weadierfor

annual event

I PAGE

5

sponsored by the diocesan Afri-

can American Affairs Ministry,

held at Our Lady of Consola-

tion Church Aug. 12-15.

"It is a time of encourage-

ment and a renewing of our

commitment to service," said

Sister Haley, coordinator of the

Black Catholic Ministries office

in the Diocese of St. Peters-

burg, Fla., and a faculty mem-
ber of that diocese's adult

formation program.

See REVIVAL, page 6

Fighting for Life

Pro-life standdoesn 'timpede

religious freedom

I PAGE

9

Culture Watch

Vatican book; Passion tops

Pro-Catholic films

I PAGES 10-11
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own bacl<yard

SYNCHRONIZING IN ATHENS

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Amanda Laird and Leonie Nichols of the Australian synchronized swimming team

perform during a training session at the Olympic swimming complex in Athens,

Greece, Aug. 8. Pope John Paul II urged that the Olympics be used "to promote

peace and understanding among all peoples" during his Sunday Angelus message

delivered at Caste! Gandolfo, Italy, Aug. 8.

Pope says Olympics can show

good relations among nations
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II invoked God's blessings on

Olympic participants and said the inter-

national games can show the world that

violence does not have to mark relations

among different nations.

In an Aug. 1 1 telegram to President

Constantinos Stephanopoulos of Greece,

host of the Aug. 13-29 Summer Games,

the pope invoked "divine blessings" on

everyone participating in or watching

the games, including television viewers

around the world.

"I hope these games will be an occa-

sion of fraternity between peoples and

cultures, because sports are a universal

language of human relations," the pope

wrote in the telegram released Aug. 12

at the Vatican.

Through international sporting

events, he said, people can develop "a

familial spirit," which can help "over-

come the violence that marks the mod-
ern world."

The athletes' Catholic chaplains

gathered in Athens' Roman Catholic ca-

thedral Aug. 1 1 for a concelebrated

Mass before the games began.

Archbishop Nikolaos Foscolos of

Athens told Vatican Radio Aug. 10 that

he hoped that, at least during the games,

"all people would feel like brothers and

sisters and that throughout the world

there would be an armistice as there was
during the ancient Olympic Games."

The archbishop said the Olympic
Village includes an ecumenical chapel

where Orthodox and Catholic priests

will celebrate their liturgies each morn-
ing and evening and where Anglican

and Protestant ministers will offer ser-

vices.

Separate rooms alongside the Chris-

tian prayer space have been set up for

Muslim, Jewish and Buddhist athletes,

he said.

Msgr. Carlo Mazza, director of the

Italian bishops' office for leisure, tourism

and sport, traveled to Athens as Italy's

official Catholic chaplain.

He carried with him 1,500 copies of

a special booklet developed just for Ital-

ian Catholic athletes.

The booklet, he told the Catholic

newspaper Awenire, contains a copy of

a papal prayer from the 2000 Jubilee for

Athletes, the Scripture readings for the

last three Sundays of August and five

prayers for "spiritual accompaniment."

"Entrusting yourself to God during

a sporting competition is both human
and spiritual," Msgr. Mazza said. ."Dur-

ing all our human adventures and,

therefore, even in .sports, as God's crea-

tures we entrust ourselves to the Father

who created us."

He said even missing a bronze, sil-

ver or gold medal could bring spiritual

benefits: "It is experiencing our weak-

ness and our need for God."

San Francisco gay

marriages 'misguided,'

says archbishop

SAN FRANCISCO (CNS) — The
California Supreme Court said Aug. 12

that the nearly 4,000 same-sex mar-
riages performed in San Francisco ear-

lier in the year were void because the

city's mayor lacked statutory authority

to approve them.

AH seven justices said that in autho-

rizing the city to issue marriage licenses

and perform ceremonies, San Francisco

Mayor Gavin Newsom violated a 1977

California law that defines marriage as a

union between a man and a woman.
San Francisco Archbishop William J.

Levada in February called the mayor's

recognition of gay marriage "misguided."

"To extend the meaning of marriage

beyond a union ofman and woman, their

procreative capacity, and their establish-

ment of family represents a misguided

understanding of marriage itself," the

archbishop said Feb. 12.

Lawsuits over the constitutionality

of same-sex marriages in California are

Diocesan.-—planner

BOONE VICARIATE

NORTH WILKESBORO — If you have a

special need for prayers, or would like to offer

your time in prayer for others' needs, please

call the Rosary Chain at St. John Baptist de La
Salle Church. The Rosary Chain is a sizable

group and all requests and volunteers are

welcome. For details, call Marianna de

Lachica at (336) 667-9044.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — The diocesan Office of

Faith Formation will present "Hearts on

Fire," a catechist enrichment day, Aug. 28, 8

a.m.-3 p.m. To register, call Pat Tomlinson at

(704) 541-8362.

CHARLOTTE—A fFmnm S Talkwm be held

Sept. 15 at 7 p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul Church,

6828 Old Raid Rd. Father John Starczewski

will be the guest speaker. For more informa-

tion, call Peggy at (704) 588-731 1.

CHARLOTTE— Pathfinders, a peer support

group for separation and divorce, will host an

open house at St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Provi-

dence Rd. Sept. 7 at 7:30 p.m. Since 1992,

Pathfinders has offered support, education and

fellowship for anyone experiencing separation

and divorce. Please call Nancy Cardo at (704)

752-03 1 8 for more information.

CHARLOTTE—The Toung Widowed Group
meets at 7 p.m. on the second Thursday of

each month in the Fellowship Hall of St.

Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd. For

more information, contact facilitator Sister

Therese Galligan at (704) 362-5047, ext. 2 1 6.

working their way through the state

courts.

Priest, former congressman

gets ABA honor
ATLANTA (CNS) — Jesuit Father

Robert F. Drinan, a Georgetown Univer-

sity Law Center professor and former

Congressman, received the American Bar

Association's 2004 ABA Medal, the

association's highest honor, Aug. 9.

The medal, which recognizes excep-

tional distinguished service to the cause of

American jurisprudence, has been given

since 1929 to some of the most important

legal figures in American history, includ-

ing eight Supreme Court justices.

"In an amazing career that has

spanned more than half a century. Fa-

ther Drinan has never faltered in his

extraordinary humanitarian efforts and
support for justice under the law," said

ABA president Dennis Archer.

A professor at the Georgetown Uni-

versity Law Center since 1981, Father

Drinan represented the Fourth District

of Massachusetts in the House of Repre-

sentatives from 1971 to 1981.

GASTONIA VICARIATE
|

BELMONT — All middle and high school"

youths are welcome to join Dennis Teall-

Fleming for Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament every Tuesday, 5-6 p.m. in the Ado-
ration Chapel at Belmont Abbey College for an

hour of prayer and devotion. For details, con-

tact Dennis at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26 or e-mail

teallfleming@yahoo.com.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

HIGH POINT— A Healing Massfor Genera-

tionalHealingwill be celebrated Sept. 3 at 7 p.m.

at Maryfield at Pennybyrn 1315 Greensboro

Rd. At this Mass our prayer is to heal the impact

that the actions ofour ancestors has had upon us

for healing of generational predispositions, etc.

Alumni of the School of Healing Prayer should

review Lesson XII in the workbook. Prepare the

family tree and bring to the Mass to put on altai-.

For more information, call Maryfield at (336)

886-2444.

HIGH POINT— The Evangelization Commis- ;

sion at Immaculate Heart ofMary Church, 4 1 45

Johnson St., will offer ^-ee Spanish classes Sept.

9-Nov. 11. Classes meet Thursday evenings 7-

8 p.m. All materials will be provided. To regis-

ter, call Nancy Skee at (336) 884-0522 or Larry

Kwan at (336) 882-7204.

GREENSBORO— Catholic Social Services El-

der Ministry and St. Pius X Church will sponsor

"Pastoral Care Training for the Elderly" Aug.

28, 10a.m.-2:30p.m. at St. Pius X Church, 2210

N. Elm St. The Pastoral Care Training Pro-

gram is designed for parish volunteers who
provide pastoral care to the elderly in retire-

ment facilities, assisted living facilities, nursing

home.s and the homebound. Through this one-

day workshop volunteers will be exposed to the
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FROM THE VATICAN

Cardinal says Vatican

ready to heip mediate

end to iraqi standoff
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Vatican said it was ready to help medi-

ate a solution to a standoff between U.S.

troops and Shiite militants in the Iraqi

holy city of Najaf

"If it is asked of us, the pope wUl

very wUlingly agree to (support) a me-
diation," whose "aim is for all sides to

come round the table to talk," said the

Vatican's secretary of state, Cardinal

Angelo Sodano.

The Vatican "is always available.

The pope would certainly never back

away" from helping disputing parties sit

down to talks, he said Aug. 15.

Since Aug. 5, U.S. troops backed

by Iraqi government forces in Najaf

have been locked in intense fighting

with militants supporting Shiite

following concepts: pari.sh ministry, senior sen-

sitivity, confidentiality, compliance and consi.s-

tency. Register by Aug. 24 by calling Glenn
Spivey at (336) 272-4681, ext. 106 or Sandra

Breakfield at (704) 370-3220.

GREENSBORO — All young adults in their

20s, 30s and 40s, single or married, are invited

to Theology on Tap, a speaker series for Catho-

lics. Theology on Tap is a casual forum where
people gather to learn and discuss the teachings

of the Catholic Church. Sessions consist of a

social hour at 7 p.m. and speakers beginning at 8

p.m., Aug. 24, 3 1 and Sept. 7 at Anton's Restau-

rant, 1628 Battleground Ave. For more infor-

mation, e-mail greensborotot@yahoo.coni or

call Deb at (336) 286-3687.

GREENSBORO — All Irish-Catholic women
are invited to participate in the Ladies Ancient

Order ofHibernians, a .social, cultural and chari-

table group for an ongoing series of fun and

informative activities. LAOH will meet Sept. 2 at

7:30 p.m. at St. Pius X Kloster Center, 2210 N.

Elm St. Plea.se join us for refreshments and to

learn more about our group. RSVP to Elaine

McHale, president, at (336) 292-1 118.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

SALISBURY— Bring a Fnend to Mass! Do you
have friends that a.sk you questions about the

Catholic Church or know someone who used to

attend? Invite them to Mass at Sacred Heart

Church, 128 N. Fulton St., Aug. 22 at 4 p.m.

Reception following in Helfrich Hall.

SALISBURY — What is the meaning of life?

What happens when we die? Why does God allow

suffering? Are you searching for answers to the

questions of life':' Sacred Heart Church, 128 N.

cleric Muqtada al-Sadr.

Much of the fighting has centered on

the Shiite Imam Ali Shrine, where many
of the militants have been hiding; al-

Sadr is also believed to be inside the

shrine. The Shiite Muslim cleric called

for followers to rise up and fight against

what he has called the U.S. occupation of

Iraq.

The Imam Ali Shrine represents one

of the holiest places for Shiite Muslims,

who consider Ali the true successor of

the prophet Mohammed. For centuries,

Shiites have flocked to Najaf and All's

tomb to pay their respects.

Meanwhile, the U.N.'s special envoy

to Iraq also said the United Nations is

willing to help negotiate a solution to the

fighting in Najaf if all sides agree.

Fulton St., is .spon.soring ALPHA course be-

ginning Aug. 25. Contact Lee and Peggy
Fisher (704) 633-3594 or Gary and Ricki

Mancil (704) 279-9 1 26 for more infonnation.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MURPHY — Father Paul Vuturo will lead

the 2004 summer mission at St. William

Church and Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Hayesville Aug. 23-23. The theme
of the mission will be 'Parables: Windows into

the Kingdom of God. " Services will alternate

between the two churches at noon and cel-

ebration of Mass in the evening. For more
information, contact Howard Platz at (828)

389-0335 or Judy Lott, (828) 835-3359.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

KERNERSVILLE — Holy Cross Church,

616 S. Cherry St., hosts a Senior Coffee House

the first and third Monday ofeach month, 10

a.m.-12 p.m. in the DeSales House behind the

church. Call the church office at (336) 996-

5109 ext. 12 for directions or information.

MT. AIRY— Holy Angels Church, 1208 N.

Main St., offers Adoration of the Blessed

Sacratnent tvery Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m.,

and every Thursday, 10-11 a.m. Adoration

concludes with Benediction.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event? Please submit notices for the Dioc-

esan Planner at least 15 days prior to the

event date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@ char1ottediocese.org or fax to (704)

370-3382,

Episcopal
calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

\ug. 21 —8 a.m. Mass
i/lissionaries of Charity, Chariotte

\ug. 21—6 p.m. Mass
Dedication of new church

Divine Redeemer Church, Boonville

Vug. 22 — 10 a.m. Mass
5t. Helen Church, Spencer Mountain

Vug. 24— Presbyteral Council meeting

)iocesan Pastoral Center, Charlotte

Aug. 26— Foundation for the Diocese of

Charlotte meeting

Catholic Conference Center, Hickory

Aug. 27— 10 a.m. Mass
Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School, Kernersville

Aug. 28 — 2 p.m. Mass
Catechist Conference for the Southern Region

St. Matthew Church, Chariotte

Aug. 29— 10 a.m. Mass
Our Lady of Consolation Church, Chariotte

Pope shares physical weakness of

pilgrims while praying at Lourdes
LOURDES, France (CNS)— Shar-

ing the physical weakness of thousands

of his fellow pilgrims at the Shrine of

Our Lady of Lourdes, Pope John Paul II

prayed for comfort for those who suffer,

for the protection of every human life

and for peace in the world.

Although fine for most of the Aug.

14-15 pilgrimage, when temperatures

tipped toward the 90s, the pope's initial

visit of the weekend to the Massabielle

grotto, where the Blessed Virgin Mary
appeared to St. Bernadette Soubirous,

was emotional and difficult.

Pushed in his wheeled throne to the

grotto and helped to his knees, the pope

was able to stay erect for less than a

minute. He began to slump over, and his

private secretaries came to his assis-

tance, lifting him back into his chair.

In his text read by retired French

Cardinal Roger Etchegaray, the pope

said he always has relied on and ben-

efited fi-om the prayer offerings of those

who suffer. He asked the sick to join him

"in offering to God, through the interces-

sion of the Virgin Mary, all the inten-

tions of the church and the world."

During Mass Aug. 15, the pope
struggled through his long homily, even

gasping "help me" in Polish at one point

and muttering, "I must finish." When the

pope seemed to run out of breath, the

crowd estimated at 250,000 applauded

their encouragement.

In his homily, Pope John Paul asked

others— especially women— for signs

of faith and courage.

"Appearing here, Mary entrusted

her message to a young girl, as if to

emphasize the special mission of women
in our own time, tempted as it is by

materialism and secularism: to be in

today's society a witness of those essen-

tial values which are seen only with the

eyes of the heart," he said.

"I appeal urgently to all of you,

brothers and sisters, to do everything in

your power to ensure that life — each

and every life— will be respected from

conception to its natural end," he said.

"Life is a sacred gift, and no one can

presume to be its master."

The pope emphatically repeated the

phrase calling on people "to ensure that

life— each and every life— be respected."

Tragic embrace

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Angel Sampson, left, hugs her mother-in-law, Helen, after seeing the damage to

their mobile home In Windmill Village in Punta Gorda, Fla., Aug. 16. At least 19

people were killed in southwest Florida and thousands left homeless after the storm

ripped through the area Aug. 13.

Fund to assist hurricane recovery efforts

CHARLOTTE — CathoUc Chari-

ties USA is collecting financial donations

to help communities recover from devas-

tation brought on by Hurricane Charley.

Donations will be used to fund local

Catholic Charities agencies' emergency

and long-term disaster recovery efforts

in areas hit by the Category 4 hurricane.

Catholic Charities USA, commis-
sioned by the U.S. bishops to represent

the Catholic community in times of do-

mestic disaster, responds with emergency

and long-term assistance as needed. Its

Disaster Response Office connects the

church's social service agencies and disas-

ter planning offices across the nation.

Catholic Charities USA is unable to

accept contributions of food, clothing,

blankets and other relief supplies. The
Diocese of Charlotte is accepting finan-

cial contributions to the Hurricane

Charley disaster relief fund, which will

be forwarded to Catholic Charities USA.
To contribute, make checks payable

to the Diocese of Charlotte (with Hurri-

cane Charley Disaster Response on
memo line) and send to:

Diocese of Charlotte

Hurricane Charley Disaster Response

1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, N.C. 28203
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High notes in High Point

Courtesy Photo by Ann Kilkelly

Children play violins during for parents at St. Mary's Episcopal Church's Music

Academy in High Point. The performance was the culmination of a three-week summer

camp sponsored by St. Mary's and Catholic Social Service's Hispanic Center in High

Point July 12-July 31. During the camp, 40 Hispanic children spent two weeks learning

academics and social skills, and one week of music instruction on the violin, guitar

and piano. Tania Castillero, Hispanic Center director, said the camp will need

volunteers next summer; those interested may contact her at (3-36) 884-5858.

Many Annuity Owners
Lose Money.
Will YOU?

Some annuity owners lose money because they didn't know

what questions to ask when they bought, and their salesperson

did not volunteer any information.

If you own an annuity or are considering taking advantage of

their many benefits, my FREE report, "Using Guaranteed

Annuities to Help You Survive Your Retirement, " will tell you

what questions to ask.

The report is FREE and shows you how to get more benefits

from your existing assets and help preserve your annuity value.

Call 800-800-4960, ext. 7405 (24 hours)

for your FREE report!

Dr. Richard Pucciarelli

Certified Senior Advisor

Member ofAsset Protectors and Advisors Group

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship
• Light housel(eeping • Errands & sliopping

• Meal preparation • Medication reminders
SENIOR CARE*

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

TOLL FREE: 877-71 3-2445 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated.

Home
Tnstead

Diocesan SupportAppeal

mayreach $4 million mark

DSA, from page 1

DSA campaign was $3,775,000. As of

Aug. 16, $3,992,168 had been
pledged.

"Being over our goal indicates

that more people are embracing stew-

ardship as a way of life beyond theii»

own parish," Gaddy said.

To date, 18,137 people within the

Diocese of Charlotte have contributed

to the DSA campaign.

Fifty-two parishes and missions

have surpassed their goal in pledges.

Seventeen more churches have
reached at least 90 percent of their

goal in pledges and actual contribu-

tions.

"A few parishes in the diocese

have gone over their goal for the first

time in several years," said Gaddy.
According to Gaddy, those par-

ishes that had a layperson coordinat-

ing their DSA campaign had "great

success" in meeting or surpassing

their goal.

"A major advantage to putting a

layperson in charge of the campaign
is that it frees the pastor to shepherd

the parish and focus on the spiritual

health of his parishioners," she said.

The DSA provides partial fund-

ing for the 36 outreach ministries of

the diocese, including multicultural

ministry, education, vocations and
social services.

"DSA monies have a direct im-

pact on our brothers and sisters in the

diocese," said Gaddy. "Good things

are happening in the diocese right

now because of the DSA — programs
like Hearts on Fire catechist training

and the Lighting the Fires of Faith

educational program."

"Being part of the Catholic
Church calls us to look beyond our

own personal and parish needs and

respond with prayer and generosity

to everyone in the diocese," Gaddy
said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A.

Evans by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-

mail kaevans@charlottedtocese.org.
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Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dimity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofCo/umbtcs

Come with us to NEDJUGORJE
October 18-26, 2004

Visit FatherJozo Zovko, Medjugorje visionaries, Podbrdo,

Apparition HiU, Mt. Krisxvac andMUCHMORE

$1764 per person

Price includes flight from Greensboro (based on availability), airport taxes,

accomodations at Santa Maria House and breakfast and dinner daily.

aitli

rail

New Covenant Bookstore

rdveruird PSattl Oameron 336-760-1673
''Bookdore newcovenantbookstore.com
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Your Child's Education...An Important Decision!

Blessed Sacrament Academy offers:

Grades K-5

Excellent scores on standardized tests

Foreign languages, music & art

A classical curriculum w/emphasis on traditional Catfiofic teachings

Call nowto guarantee your child's enrollment. Space is limited!

704-841-2292

Visit us on the web at.- www.UessedsacfBmentacad&ny.oig

Located behind Windsor Square in Matthews, NC. A pnvate academy independent of Charlotte diocesan schools.
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Lighting the Fires ofFaith
Hundredsbmve weatherforannualevent

BY REV. MR. GERALD POTKAY
CORRESPONDENT

KERNERSVILLE — With the

threat of Hurricane Charley looming

oft' the Eastern coastline, nearly 200

faithful and determined catechists still

gathered at Bishop McGuinness
Catholic High School for the 10th an-

nual Lighting the Fires of Faith con-

ference Aug. 14.

"I wanted to be here and the hurri-

cane couldn't stop me," said Faby
Solis, a parishioner of Our Lady of the

Highways Church in Thomasville.

Solis, who teaches fourth- and

fifth-grade faith formation students,

said she came to the event "to learn

more about Jesus so I can teach my
:hildren better"

Lighting the Fires of Faith, a bi-

ingual event sponsored by the dioc-

san Office of Faith Formation, was
designed to bring easy means for ob-

aining certification and commission-

ng as required by the Diocese of Char-

otte for people serving Catholic youth

md children. The event was also open

0 all interested adults.

"The purpose of the Fires of Faith

two fold," said Franciscan Sister

Bernadette Svatos, northern region co-

ordinator of faith formation. "First, it

wrings us into compliance with the

general directive, which says the

people should be prepared for their

vork. Then, we give easy access to

liose who need courses that are rec-

ommended for their certification in

"aith formation."

The keynote speaker, Oratorian Fa-

her David Valtierra of The Oratory in

lock Hill, S.C., said he was impressed by

he dedication of the participants who
)raved the possible hurricane.

"Those who are lifted up in the

pirit are both affirmed and challenged

)y their life experiences," he said.

During his talk on adult spiritual-

ty, Father Valtierra tied life experi-

nces — such as the Olympics, the

Caster vigil and the burning bu.sh ex-

lerienced by Moses — into the effects

nd symbolism of fire and water.

"Jesus is tran.sparent in all of what
ve do (and) when we see the light of

faith through the eyes of a child," said

Father Valtierra.

Tlie Word of God inspires, espe-

cially through the sharing of faith and

in the central sacramental rituals, he

said.

"The Word of God is fuel to fire

our faith," he said.

Thus, the catechist, so inspired,

lights the fire of faith in those who will

carry on the truth after we are gone, he

said.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis, who ad-

dressed the participants in both En-
glish and Spanish, said they, as Catho-

lics and catechists, were stewards of

God's gifts. Catechists are responsible

for forming children and their con-

sciences as they become better ac-

quainted with the faith, he said.

"You are assisting the bishop in

his duty," he told them.

Bishop Jugis reaffirmed his Aug. 4

statement, "Worthy to Receive the

Lamb: Catholics in Political Life and

the Reception of Holy Communion,"
which he signed with Archbishop
John F. Donoghue of Atlanta and
Bishop Robert J. Baker of Charleston.

"As Catholics, we must speak -

clearly about good and evil," said

Bishop Jugis. "That when distance is

placed between public life and teach-

ings of the church ... this is a contradic-

tion."

Bishop Jugis said that his public

announcement gives the youth in the

diocese a means to learn more about

their Catholic faith.

"It is an opportunity to share our

teachings and to evangelize," he said.

The event also featured work-
shops on ecumenism, the sacraments,

contemporary moral issues and other

topics. Mercy Sister Larretta Rivera-

Williams conducted a workshop on
"The Call to be a Catechist."

"I especially liked the way that

Sister Laretta included how we can

encourage children when we give

classes by incorporating different as-

pects of the faith, like the Stations of

the Cross, while being open to the fact

that they may not even know what the

Stations are," said Carol Leach, a cat-

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. independence Blvd., CharloUe

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

I Biggest
Selection

Driverswanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing Could Be Finer" Members ofSt. Gabriel

Photos by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkav

Nearly 200 people participating in the Lighting the Fires of Faith X conference at

Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School in Kernersville Aug. 14.

echist at Holy Infant Church in

Reidsville.

"At the same time she stressed

that, as catechists, we cannot go
against the magisterium (the teach-

ing authority of the Catholic

Church)," she said.

The Office ofFaith Formation is one

of36 ministries that benefitsfrom the Dioc-

esan Support Appeal.

DO ADS WORK? LISTEN TO THIS:
" We liave been very pleased with the readers' response to our ad in

The Catholic News & Herald. We advertise our caregiver services in a number

ofpublications and none has produced the interest and response ive've received

from Tlie Catholic News & Herald."

— Jill B.Stewart, Owner, Visiting Angeis

Catholic ^^^^ today for low rates to ten over 1 25, 000 readers

\[:vv?f +ti KAi I) every week about YOUR company! 704-370-3332

OWE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich stale/

"'Last Kiss' by Richard Staley is the superbly written story of Patrick,

an ordinary man who is always busy...perhaps too busy to give one last

Wss to one near and dear to him. Yet an extraordinary angel shows him
the importance of never taking people for granted in this often chaotic

and ever-changing world. 'Last Kiss' is commended as an especially

thoughtful, original, and heartwarming novel.
"

plus S2,50 shipping—James A. Cox, Editor-in-Chief, The Midwest Book Review

To order, mail check or money order to: Pilgrim Publishing, P 0 Bo.x 49544, Charlotte, NC 28277

$5 OFF any purchase of $50 or more

TheCatholic~ I t^Company
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.catholiccompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
Clothing

Videos to rent

Priests for

Life materials

Unique gifts

& cards

statues

• Books, rosaries,

medals
• Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
Mon. thru Sat.

10 am - 6 pm

19905 west Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28
(Johnsbury square - next to Goodwill)

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas
for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why! \,



6 The Catholic News & Herald

AROUND THE DIOCESE
August 20, 2004

Reviving tlie spirit

REVIVAL, from page 1

"It's also an opportunity to get reju-

venated to stay in the ministry and give

thanks and praise for God's good gifts,"

she said.

The revival is designed to be remi-

niscent of the early days of outdoor

preaching and is an opportunity to pub-

licly worship in the spirit of the black

church, according to Rev. Mr. Curtiss

Todd, vice chancellor and vicar for Afri-

can American Affairs Ministry.

'The revival is open to all people,

regardless of ethnicity or religious pref-

erence, to break down existing miscon-

ceptions about the Catholic faith and

black Catholic worship," he said.

In addition to three nights of preach-

ing by Sister Haley, the revival featured

invigorating gospel music by Our Lady

of Consolation Church's Perpetual Hope
Gospel Choir and choir members from

A choir member from First Baptist

Church West performs during "Revival

of the Spirit 2004."

First Baptist Church West in Charlotte

and other Protestant churches.

Msgr. Mauricio W. West, diocesan

vicar general and chancellor, was the

celebrant and homilist of the closing

Mass on Sunday.

Sister Haley said everyone was a

divine image of God.

"In the divine image we are made.

Precious in God's sight we are," she said.

As such, each and every person has

been promised and been given the Holy

Spirit. "That spirit will renew your

strength," said Sister Haley.

People need the Spirit's strength to

endure and be saved, she said.

"The Word enables us to remain

strong on this journey we call life. It is by

faith that we are able to move so that

new graces, blessings and possibilities

can happen to us," said Sister Haley.

"Every moment in our lives is a new
opportunity to be blessed."

Jesus suffered and died for all our

sins, she said.

"By the power of the spirit, ifwe were

not worth it, he (Jesus) wouldn't have

come," said Sister Haley. "Jesus died for

good folks, for our essence is good."

"Christ left us with his spirit, know-
ing we have the power and authority to

live a more Christ-like life," said Rev.

Mr. Todd.

Good people sometimes perform ac-

tions that are not good, said Sister Haley.

"But any behavior less than good is not

worthy of God's image."

Because we are endowed with the

Spirit, we can reject Satan, who provides

choices, said Sister Haley.

"If we sin, it's by choice. God's spirit

is better than an3^hing. If we'd listen to

that spirit, it would give us the power to

tell Satan no,'" she said. 'There's nothing

the devil can offer us that God hasn't

already promised us."

DIOCEIE OF CHARLOTTE
PRISON MINIITRV APPRECIATION DAV

Septemiser 11, 2004 10 am - 2 pm
Catholic Conference Center, Hicbory NC

A day of sharing and appreciation for those in

prison ministry and those interested in ministry

to our incarcerated brothers and sisters.

Free luncheon served so please reserve your space soon:

bwwenning@charlottediocese.org or (704) 370-3344

consolklate
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Photos by Kevin E. Murray

Choir members from First Baptist Church

West perform during "Revival of the

Spirit 2004" at Our Lady of Consolation

Church Aug. 12.

"In the Bible, the first definition of

power is the ability to make change. And
we, through the power of the Spirit, can

change," said Sister Haley. 'TSTo matter

what we have done in or with our lives,

we can change. Any moment, we can

change, and that's the grace."

"You can run this race called life,

reach landmark after landmark, mo-
ment after moment, fi-om grace to grace,"

she said. "In this hope is our salvation."

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.

Prayer and reflection are part of tl

annual revival.
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UNCOVERING FAITH

Archaeologists say John the Baptist

might have used israeii cave
Carvings, foot-washingstone constitutes evidence, says expert

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

JERUSALEM — Archaeologists

believe a cave they uncovered in the

Judean Hills south of Jerusalem may
have been the cave used by St. John the

Baptist, The Associated Press reported.

Although some scholars dispute the

claim, the archaeologists say it is at least

the oldest baptismal site yet discovered.

'T^he site we've uncovered is seem-

ingly the connecting link between Jew-

ish and Christian baptism," British ar-

chaeologist Shimon Gibson was quoted

as saying in the Israeli Ha'aretz newspa-

per Aug. 1 7.

Gibson is the director of the private

Jerusalem Archaeological Field Unit

and supervises the dig. The University

of North Carolina at Charlotte helped

sponsor the dig.

Though the cave houses a huge wa-

ter cistern decorated with Byzantine-era

wall carvings that the excax'ation's ar-

chaeologists believe depict John the Bap-

tist and others, some archaeologists say

there is no actual proof John the Baptist

ever used the cave, said Ha'aretz.

The carvings include the image of

what the archaeological dig team says is

John the Baptist and a cross-shaped

carving, reported Ha'aretz.

Among the findings was an imprint

of a foot which archaeologists believe

CNS PHOTO FROM ReUIERS

Archeologists working west of Jerusalem recently unearthed this cave they believe

was used by St. John the Baptist. The entrance, shown in this Aug. 16 photo, leads

down 28 steps to an underground cistern. Archeologists uncovered about 250,000

pottery shards from the cave, which British archeologist Shimon Gibson, who headed

the dig, believes are remnants of small water jugs used for baptism. Wall carvings

of a man with a staff and wearing animal skin also point to John the Baptist.

would have contained oil and where
early Christians would have placed their

right foot for cleansing after descending

28 stone steps, said Ha'aretz.

Gibson told AP that the carvings,
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the foot-washing stone and other finds,

taken together with the proximity of

John's home town, constituted strong

circumstantial evidence that the cave

was used by St. John.

The cave is located some 2.5 miles

from Ein Kerem, tlie traditional birth-

DID YOU KNOW? JOHN THE BAPTIST

—Also known as John the Baptizer

— Cousin of Jesus Christ; son of Zachary, a

priest of the order of Abia, and of Elizabeth,

a descendent of Aaron and kinswoman

of Mary.

— As Zachary was ministering in the

Temple, an angel brought him news that

Elizabeth would bear a child filled with the

Holy Spirit from the moment of his birth.

Zachary doubted and was struck dumb until

John's birth.

— John lived as a hermit in the desert of

Judea until about A.D. 27. He began his

ministry around age 27, wearing a leather

belt and a tunic of camel hair, living off lo-

custs and wild honey, and preaching a

message of repentance to the people of

Jerusalem. He converted many, and pre-

pared the way for the coming of Jesus.

— He baptized Christ, after which he

stepped away and told his disciples to

follow Jesus.

— He was imprisoned by King Herod and

died a victim of the vengeance of a jealous

woman. He was beheaded and his fiead

brought to her on a platter.

— Feast day is June 24.

place of John the Baptist. The French

Catholic monastery of St. John in the

Wilderness is also located nearby.

Archaeologists also pulled about

250,000 pottery shards — the appar-

ent remnants of small water jugs used

in the baptismal rite — from the cave,

AP reported.

Gibson said the cave— 80 feet long,

13 feet wide and 13 feet deep — was

originally formed in the Iron Age, some-

where between 800 and 500 B.C., and

was apparently first used by the Israel-

ites as an immersion pool.
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Charlotte and Greensboro

For more information call

Frank VUlaronga,
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Communion statement inspires

discussions on church teaching

STATEMENT, from page 1

In a joint letter issued Aug. 4, "Wor-

thy to Receive the Lamb: Catholics in

Political Life and the Reception of Holy

Communion," the bishops said that only

after the politician's "public disavowal of

former support for procured abortion"

and "with the knowledge and consent of

the local bishop" can the politician be

admitted to holy Communion.
"We undertake this action to safe-

guard tlie sacred dignity of the most holy

sacrament of the altar, to reassure the

faithful and to save sinners," they said.

"It's a good teaching moment for the

bishops," said Father Mark Lawlor, pas-

tor ofSt. Vincent de Paul Church in Char-

lotte. "It's a very courageous statement

because not everyone in the church and

the general public will understand it."

As of Aug. 1 7, the diocesan Pastoral

Center had received numerous phone

calls and nearly 200 letters and e-mails

— 1 1 2 in support of the bishops' state-

ment and 8 1 opposed.

Bishop Jugis said he also has re-

ceived numerous personal expressions of

support from lay people and clergy

around the diocese where he has been

attending Masses, meetings or other

gatherings since the statement's release.

In his homily at St. Patrick Cathe-

dral in Charlotte Aug. 7, the bishop said

he was grateflil for the responses.

"Some people have also reminded

me not to forget the other important

moral issues — euthanasia, embryonic

stem-cell research, death penalty, pre-

emptive war, health care," said Bishop

Jugis. "I assure you the church will con-

tinue to speak on all these moral issues,

while realizing that not all moral issues

have the same moral weight."

"Procured abortion is always intrin-

sically evil and can never be justified. It

is a direct attack on an innocent human
life," he said. "The pope wrote in the

encyclical on the Gospel of Life in 1 995

that today many people have lost a sense

of how grave abortion is."

"Because it is accepted in the popular

mind, in behavior, and in the law, people

are losing the ability to distinguish be-

tween good and evO, even on so funda-

mental an issue as the right to life of the

Reception of Communion

As stated in "Worthy to Receive the

Lamb: Catholics in Politics and Re-

ception of Holy Communion," Catho-

lic politicians or candidates who
support keeping abortion legal will

be admitted to Communion after their

"public disavowal of former support

for procured abortion" and "with the

knowledge and consent of the local

bishop."

unborn," said the bishop.

State ofgrace
Father Herbert Burke, pastor of Im-

maculate Conception Church in Forest

City; Father Christopher Davis, pastor

of Holy Infant Church in Reidsville; and

Father Lawlor reported mostly positive

feedback and support fi-om their parish-

ioners regarding the statement.

"A few people didn't understand it. I

think they were listening to the secular

media or didn't read the statement," said

Father Lawlor.

In their letter, the bishops admon-
ished "all Catholics whose beliefs and

conduct do not correspond to the Gospel

and to church teaching" that they "must

approach holy Communion free from

mortal sin."

"Those who are conscious of being

in a state of grave sin should avail

themselves of the sacrament of recon-

ciliation before coming to Communion,"
they added.

"The statement is not a penalty,"

explained Father Lawlor. "Communion
means a union with Christ. The state-

ment-addresses that all Catholics need to

be in a state of grace ... fi"ee fi"om mortal

sin ... prior to receiving Communion."

"Certain people have chosen to be

outside of the union," he said, "but the

church has reconciliation to help people

reconcile with past errors."

"Catholics in political life have the

responsibility to exemplify in their pub-

lic service" the church's teaching against

abortion, "and to work for the protection

of all innocent life," the bishops' state-

ment said.

"It is the Catholic politician's choice

to accept or deny basic Catholic teach-
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ing," said Diane Hoefling, Respect Life

coordinator at St. Vincent de Paul

Church. "Denying the Eucharist is a last

resort after attempts to counsel."

Some critics of the statement ac-

cused it of being political.

"It's not about politics, it's about

church teaching," said Father Burke.

"In the eyes of the world, there's a

difference between the killing of a 5-

year-old girl and a 5-month-old in the

womb," he said. "In the eyes of God,

there is no difference. It's our job to take

this stand."

'The bishops, as successors of the

Apostles, stand up for life as a precious

gift from God," said Father Lawlor.

"The problem with the United
States is that we are so individually-

minded. We don't want people telling us

what to do or think," said Father Davis.

"This leads to a breakdown of morality

in society."

"In a world where we don't see the

sand, the bishop's statement draws the

line in it. And that's a good thing," he said.

Cooperating in evil

"For over 30 years, pro-abortion

Catholic politicians have strongly sup-

ported partial-birth abortion, abortion

for minors without parental consent,

abortion-funding worldwide and, most

recently, embryonic stem cell research

and human cloning, to name a few of

their positions contrary to church moral

teaching," said Hoefling.

"As a Catholic pro-life activist, I

have witnessed the confusion and dis-

cord among Catholics caused by allow-

ing these politicians to continue their

anti-life leadership without public repri-

mand," she said. "I greatly appreciate the

courage of Bishop Jugis, Bishop Baker

and Archbishop Donoghue who now
want this deadly scandal to end."

At their June meeting near Denver,

the U.S. bishops approved a statement

on Catholics in political life that said

politicians who act "consistently to sup-

port abortion on demand" risk "cooper-

ating in evil and sinning against the

common good."

In that statement, approved by a

183-6 vote, the bishops said that "all

(people) must examine their own con-

sciences" about their worthiness to re-

ceive Communion, including with re-

gard to "fidelity to the moral teaching of

the church in personal and public life."

But decisions about any sanctions to

be imposed rest with each bishop in his

own diocese, the statement concluded.

"In the cases of Iraq and the execu-
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tion of criminals, these are gray areas,"

said Father Burke. 'Tou can't compare a

guilty criminal being executed or the

Iraqi war, where you can possibly apply

the just-war theory, with the murder of

an innocent child. That is always a black-

and-white issue and always wrong."

"Because of the bishops' leadership,

Catholics are beginning to realize that,

while many issues are important, the

right to life is the foundational issue mak-
ing all others conditional," said Hoefling.

"The destruction of human embryos |f

for stem-cell research is also intrinsically

evil, as is euthanasia, and can never be

justified because all these directly target

and destroy innocent human life," said

Bishop Jugis.

'The encyclical on the Gospel ofLife

reminds us: The death penalty may be

justified in very limited instances: 'in
':

cases of absolute necessity ... when it {

would not be possible otherwise to de-

fend society ... (and today) such cases are

very rare, if not practically nonexistent
'

(Gospel of Life, 56)," said the bishop.

"War also may be justified under certain

defined conditions (Catechism, 2309)."

"But procured abortion may never be

justified. Euthanasia may never be justi-
"

fied. Destruction of human embryos for

stem-cell research may never be justified,"

said Bishop Jugis. 'There is a lot of work
for the church to do on many fronts."

"I'm proud of the bishop for taking a

stand when so few people are wUling to

stand up for what's right," said Father

Davis. "It says much for the kind of

leader he is and the example he wants us

to follow."

Catholic News Service contributed to

this story.

Want More Info?
Please see Bishop Jugis' Ask the

Bishop column on page 14.

Organic

Systems
LLC

fremium Q.orc Aeration and Overaeeding

Natural O^S*"'^ Turf r«rtilization

10% off

when you schedule

core aeration

before August 31

1

Core aeration creates

a healthier, lusher, disease-

resistant lawn by

breaking up compacted soil

for better air and

water circulation.

All natural treatments • Safe for pets and people

Wf care for i)our environment naturally!



August 20, 2004

FIGHTING FOR LIFE

The Catholic News & Herald 9

Vatican official says pro-life stand

doesn't impede religious freedom
PARIS (CNS) — A pro-life stance

does not infringe on the freedom of reli-

gion; rather, all governments have a

duty to protect life from the moment of

conception to its natural end, said a top

Vatican official.

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head of

the Vatican Congregation for the Doc-

trine of the Faith, said protecting human
life "is not a position of faith"; it is an

obvious fact born from reason. His re-

marks appeared Aug. 13 in a magazine

of the French newspaper Le Figaro.

However, anyone opposed to pro-

tecting the right to life also would be

acting against the Catholic faith, said the

cardinal.

"A politician who takes a different

position, who does not respect the image

of God (in man) and the inviolability of

the human person, is also in opposition

to the rational elements of faith" and to

the "fundamental elements of the Chris-

tian conscience," he said.

Cardinal Ratzinger's comments fol-

low an ongoing debate within the

Catholic community on whether a priest

or bishop should deny Communion to a

Catholic politician who supports public

policies that stand in opposition to

church teachings — particularly on

right-to-life issues.

In June, U.S. bishops approved a

statement that said politicians who act

"consistently to support abortion on de-

mand" risk "cooperating in evil and sin-

ning against the common good."

They determined that "all must ex-

amine their consciences" about their

worthiness to receive Communion, in-

cluding with regard to "fidelity to the

moral teaching of the church in public

and private life."

The bishops also added that deci-

sions about any sanctions to be imposed,

such as denying Communion, rest with

each bishop in his own diocese.

Cardinal Ratzinger's congregation

published a document in January stat-

ing that Catholics must not promote or

vote for any laws that would lead to

attacks on human life.

The "Doctrinal Note on Some
Questions Regarding the Participation

of Catholics in Political Life" said that,

while the freedom of conscience leaves

Catholics free to choose among political

parties and strategies for promoting the

common good, they cannot claim that

freedom allows them to promote abor-

tion, euthanasia or other attacks on hu-

man life.

Cardinal Ratzinger said that docu-

ment and its teaching do not seek to

infringe on political or religious freedom,

but favor pluralism.

He added that the church is "con-

vinced that faith is a light for reason"

and that the Catholic politician must
shed that light in the political realm.
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CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Pope John Paul II smiles at a child after delivering ills Sunday Angelus prayer at

Castel Gandolfo, Italy, Aug. 8. The pope greeted five mothers who decided against

abortion and their children after the prayer.

Pope meets withwomen who decided

against abortion, kept chiidren

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy

(CNS) — Pope John Paul II met with

five women who decided against an

abortion and chose to deliver and keep

their babies.

Before thousands of pilgrims gath-

ered at his summer residence at Castel

Gandolfo, the pope gave an "affectionate

greeting" to "some mothers who refused

an abortion and to their children."

After the pope's Aug. 8 Angelus

prayer, the five women and their tod-

dlers were part of the procession of well-

wishers who lined up to greet the pope.

The women — two from Albania

,and one each from Ukraine, Kazakhstan

and Italy — were part of the "Opera

Mater Dei" community in Castel

Gandolfo.

With the encouragement of the

pope, the community was asked by its

bishop four years ago to help pregnant,

disadvantaged women.
While the number of Italian women

requesting an abortion has steadily de-

clined over the years, the number of

foreign women in Italy requesting the

procedure is on the rise.

The Italian news agency ANSA re-

ported the number of women undergo-

ing an abortion in Italy has dropped

more than 44 percent since 1982. For

the past decade, the average number of

women terminating their pregnancies

has hovered around nine out of 1,000

women each year.
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, fiims and more

Blackouts to vaccinations:

Bool( records Vatican activities
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — Most of what

happens at the Vatican never makes the

newspapers, but a lot of it is published.

The "inside story" about the

Vatican and its operations is reported

and put on sale each summer in the

"Attivita della Santa Sede" ("The Activ-

ity of the Holy See").

The tome summarizing the work of

every Vatican congregation, council, of-

fice and tribunal in 2003 ran to more
than 1,400 pages — excluding the 31-

page, full-color "photo chronicle" in-

serted in the middle.

The 25th anniversary of Pope John

Paul II's election, the beatification of

Mother Teresa of Calcutta and the nam-
ing of 30 new cardinals dominated the

book's introduction as well as the re-

ports of 2003 activities of the master of

papal liturgical ceremonies and the

Vatican press office.

Big news of the year included the

Sept. 28 electrical blackout that left all of

Italy iii the dark and cut offpower to the

Vatican. The Vatican's backup systems

have since been reinforced.

The first 6 1 1 pages of the book are

devoted to a day-by-day account of the

activities, meetings and appointments of

Pope John Paul.

The book also includes reports on

documents published or being worked

on by Vatican offices, major restoration

work on Vatican buildings and art, and

reports on roadwork, telephone traffic

and visitors' passes.

The 2003 edition, unlike some ear-

lier volumes, did not provide figures for

the liters of milk produced by the cows

at the papal villa in Castel Gandolfo or

the tons of garbage collected within

Vatican City State.

The following information gleaned

from the book includes:

— The Congregation for the Doc-

trine of the Faith continues to consult

with local bishops and bishops' confer-

ences about "presumed 'apparitions' and

'supernatural' phenomena."

'The first case that comes to mind,"

the report said, is that of Medjugorje,

Bosnia-Herzegovina, where the bishops

have said, "it is not possible to affirm" that

the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared there

and, tlierefore, parishes or dioceses should

not organize pilgrimages to the site.

On the other hand, it said, the congre-

gation has worked with the Rwandan
dioceses of Butare and Gikongoro, and

the local bishops have recognized as au-

thentic the apparition of Mary to three

young women in the town of Kibeho.

— The Congregation for Divine

Worship and the Sacraments confirmed

the designation ofOur Lady of the Street

(in Italian, "Madonna della Strada") as

the patron saint of Rome's street sweep-

ers and taxi drivers.

No mention was made about a pa-

tron saint for taxi passengers, and noth-

ing was reported about the ongoing

search for a patron of the Internet.

— In addition to witnessing the can-

onization of 12 saints and the beatification

of 21 other holy men and women, the

Congregation for Saints' Causes received:

39 formal diocesan reports on miracles

attributed to a candidate's intercession;

seven diocesan investigations of presumed

martyrdom; and 48 diocesan reports on

the life and heroic virtues of men and

women being considered for sainthood.

— Three Oblate Sisters of the Holy

Child Jesus clean, mend and iron the

pope's liturgical vestments and the lin-

ens used for papal Masses. Members of

the order began offering the service to

Pope Innocent XI in 1688.

— Experts responded to a "biologi-

cal attack"— described only as leaving a

white film over frescoes — in the Cata-

combs of St. Callistus. The catacombs

are part of a major international study

on treating bacterial attacks on rocks in

underground burial places.

— In St. Peter's Basilica and the

Vatican parish of St. Anne, 658 baptisms

were celebrated during the year, 391

people were confirmed, and 105 wed-

dings were performed.

— The Vatican telephone service

registered 3.9 million calls within

Vatican City State, 3.6 million telephone

calls to Rome and 1.7 million long dis-

tance calls during the year.
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WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: AUG. 29, 2004

Aug. 29, Twenty-
'

secondSundayin
Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29

Psalm 68:4-7, 10-1

1

2) Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a

3) Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14

BY SHARON K. PERKINS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Last summer I was invited to be the

vocalist at the out-of-town wedding of a

cousin. After the wedding liturgy, we all

adjourned to the reception hall for the

dinner and dance.

Because of the large crush of guests,

my family and I had to scramble to

secure seats at the same table. I was kept

busy for the next several minutes fetch-

ing beverages and appetizers for my
parents and aunts.

Just as I was sitting down to en-

joy my own plate, I was startled by

an invitation to join the wedding
party at the head table. Much to my
surprise, I was ushered to a place

near the bride and groom and served

by a waiter — something I hadn't

experienced since my own wedding
years earlier.

My hosts' intent was to "exalt" me to

a place of honor, but my introverted self

was challenged by the move. I would be

surrounded by people I had never met
or barely knew. How could I push ber

yond my comfort zone and make con-

versation when the people I was most
comfortable with were seated several

tables away?

The situation presented a dilemma

that was both pleasant and problematic.

Eventually I was able to relax, so-

cialize with my tablemates, and make
some new acquaintances in the process— a reward I had not expected.

In today's Gospel, Jesus relates a

parable set in the context of social situa-

tions common to people of his place and

time. He emphasizes that simplicity and

humility are desirable traits for the dis-

ciple— if for no more noble reason than

to avoid social embarrassment!

Even more importantly his story

points out the importance of the virtue^
hospitality toward those you don't nor-

mally associate with. This kind of hospi-

tality requires you to move beyond your

comfort zone and extend yourself with-

out expectation of return.

of course, the ultimate outcome pf

such generosity is repayment at tl]|

"resurrection of the righteous." But ask

anyone who invites displaced college

students to Thanksgiving dinner or

takes in foster children or serves the

poor, the infirm, and the marginalized

in their own surroundings, and thej

will tell you that the reward begins

here and now. k

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 22 - AUGUST 28

Sunday (Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time), Isaiah 66:18-21, Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13, Li

13:22-30; IVionday (St. Rose of Lima), 2 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 11-12, Matthew 23:13-22; Tuesd

(St. Bartholomew), Revelation 21:9-14, John 1:45-51; Wednesday (St. Louis, St. JosepI

Calasanz), 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10, 16-18, Matthew 23:27-32; Thursday, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, Mai

thew 24:42-51; Friday (St. IMonica), 1 Corinthians 1:17-25, Matthew 25: 1-1 3; Saturday (St. Aug

tine), 1 Corinthians 1:26-31, Matthew 25: 14-30

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 29 - SEPTEMBER 4

Sunday (Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time), Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29, Hebrews 12:

19, 22-24, Luke 14:1 , 7-14; Monday, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, Luke 4:16-30; Tuesday, 1 Corinthians 2:1

16, Luke 4:31 -37; Wednesday, 1 Corinthians 3:1-9, Luke 4:38-44; Thursday, 1 Corinthians 3:18-23

Luke 5:1-11; Friday (St. Gregory the Great), 1 Corinthians 4:1-5, Luke 5:33-39; Saturday, 1 Corinthiara

4:6-15, Luke 6:1-5

Please pray for the

following priests who
died during the month
of September

Rev. Edward F. O'Doherty 1998

Rev. James King 1978

Rev Msgr. Hugh Dolan 198

1

Rev John J. Murray 1997

Rev Msgr Arthur Duncan 2002

Rev Msgr Thomas Burke 2001

Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
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Introducing Pennybyrn

Along the wooded cove of

High Point City Lake,

God's handiwork is everywhere.

Worship in our

Meditation chapel

Discover nature's

beauty while

walking our trails

Learn a new craft

in our

woodworking shop

On-site

maintenance brings

fast repairs

Pets are always

welcome

Choices of flexible

financial options

The new Pennybyrn at Maryfield will offer an exciting,

customizable retirement lifestyle unlike any other in the

Piedmont Triad region. New and elegantly-appointed

apartments and cottages spread amidst 66 acres of

magnificent trees and rolling hills! To reserve or learn more,

Call (336) 886-4103.
Toll Free l-(866)-627-9343.

pgKll^lVBVRKI"'MARYFIELD
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of Cod.

Gibson's 'Passion' tops readers'

iist of 'pro-Catliolic' fiims

Anti-Catholicmovies ratedpooratboxolHce,

saysNCR editorial

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NORTH HAVEN, Conn. — Mel
Gibson's movie 'The Passion of tlie

Christ" topped a list of "pro-Catholic"

films submitted by readers of Faith &
Family magazine and the National

Catholic Register newspaper.

Readers of the two publications,

sponsored an online poU, which garnered

responses from more than 1,000 people,

according to Father Owen Kearns, a

priest of the Legionaries of Christ who is

publisher of the t^vo periodicals.

An eight-member panel of critics

was also asked to nominate what it felt

were the most "anti-Catholid' movies.

The panel's top choice was last

year's 'The Order," a thriller about in-

trigue at the Vatican over an arcane

medieval ritual known as "sin eating," a

heretical rite by which a person takes on

the sins of another.

For readers to nominate a film for

the pro-Catholic list, guidelines stipu-

lated that the film had to "explicitly

show Catholic customs and beliefs and

had to be unambiguously positive," ac-

cording to a National Catholic Register

editorial. The editorial also pointed out

that the poll was "unscientific."

"The Passion of the Christ" received

more votes from readers than the next

three films on the list combined: "The
Sound of Music," "A Man for All Sea-

sons" and "The Song of Bernadette."

Rounding out the 10 most pro-

Catholic movies were "It's a Wonderful

Life," "The Ten Commandments," the

made-for-TV movie "The Scarlet and the

Black," the TV miniseries "Jesus of

Nazareth," "Schindler's List," and 'The

Bells of St. Mary's."

Anti-Catholic films following 'The

Order" was "The Magdalene Sisters,"

"Sister Mary Explains It All,"

"Chocolat," "Stigmata," "Dogma," "Eliza-

beth," 'The Last Temptation of Christ,"

"Priest" and "Agnes of God."

"Look at the list ofpro-Catholic mov-
ies, and you'll see some ofthe top-grossing

movies of all times," the National Catholic

Register editorial said. "Look at the list of

anti-Catholic movies, and you'll see films

moviegoers largely rejected."

Of the anti-Catholic films on the list,

six were classified O for morally objec-

tionable by the U.S. bishops' Office for

Film & Broadcasting. The office had

given three films A-IV classifications,

for adults, with reservations — indicat-

ing films that, while not morally offen-

sive in themselves, are not for casual

viewing because they require some
analysis and explanation to avoid false

impressions and interpretations.

Five of the pro-Catholic films were

given A-I classifications, for general pa-

tronage; one was classified A-II, for

adults and adolescents; two were clas-

sified A-III, for adults.

"A Man for All Seasons," "It's a

Wonderful Life" and "Schindler's List"

also made the Pontifical Council for So-

cial Communications' list of the top 45

films of the century deemed to have spe-

cial artistic and religious merit. The list

was issued in 1995 to mark the 100th

anniversary of cinema.

CHILDREN'S FALL CONSIQNMEFT SALE AX
St. Paul the Apostle Church
2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd., Greensboro

SEPT. 9-^11
THURS.. 6-7PM (VOLUNTEERS ONLY)

7-9FM {C0NSI6N0RS ONLY)
FRL, 9AM - 6pm - OPEN TO ALUt

SAT., 6am - 1PM - OPEN TO AUt

FAUytflNTER CLOTHES
(SIZE INFANT TO 20)

TOYS AND BIKES
GAMES AND BOOKS

BABY EQUIPMENT
6ENTLY-ltfORN SHOES
IN-SEASON MATERNFTYWEAR
HOMECOMINS/SADIE HAWKINS DRESSES

** CONSIGNORS NEEDED: You keep 60% of the sale price!

Call Jennifer Egloff for info: 336-668-7945 orjpe6313@earthlink.net.

SMITH & SMITH, PA
Timothy M. Smith, Attorney Jacquelyn A. Smith, Attorney

Members of St. Mark's Church

EXPERIENCED -

CRIMINAL LAW
AGGRESSIVE
PERSONAL INJURY

CARING
NO FEE UNTIL WE
WIN ON PI CASES

FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION
convenient free parking

10% offattorneyfee—10% of netfee donated to Catholic Social Services Food Pantry

704-331-3092 www.smithandsinithpa.com 900 Baxter St., suite 109, Charlotte

Traffic Tickets (Meek, only)

DWI
Expunctions

Felonies & Misdemeanors

Auto Accident

worl<ers' Compensation
wrongful Death
Whiplash - Back, Neck, Head Injuries
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Secular Franciscans elect new council

Courtesy Photo by pRANcisaN Sister Andrea iNKRon

Members of the Brother Francis Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order met

and elected their new executive council at St. Francis of Assisi Church in Lenoir

Aug. 8, New council members are: (standing, from left) Bill Borst, vice-minister;

Carole Marmorato, secretary; Marilyn Dunphy, formation director; Ruth Thoni,

minister; Dr. John Martin, treasurer; (seated) Becky Snow and Frank Cogger,

appointed members to the council. Fraternity meetings are usually held 2-4:30

p.m. on the second Sunday of each month at St. Aloysius Church in Hickory.

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Roswell, Georgia

Exciting opportunity awaits the Director of Music in a young, dynamic parish of 1 ,600+

families. The selected candidate will build on existing music program that includes

adult and youth choir, children's choir, cantors, contemporary ensembles and youth

band. Position requires excellent keyboard/organ and vocal skills, experience in

choral music, ensemble leadership, as well as administrative, budgeting and
communication skills. Proficiency on a secondary instrument such as. guitar

considered a plus.

Qualified candidate must have a good working knowledge of Catholic liturgical

services, and the ability to maintain a traditional worship repertoire while building a

contemporary music program. A music degree is preferred. Competitive salary

commensurate with experience and benefits included.

Send cover letter, resume, salary requirements and references to Fr. Frank

McNamee, Pastor, St Peter Chanel Catholic Church, 11330 Woodstock Road,

Roswell, GA 30075 or email to fmcnamee@stpeterchanel.org.

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION: Our
jrrovving pan.sh community of 1,500 families is

set-king a full-time Director of Faith Forma-
tion. Candidate must be e.xpcrienced with

master's de<;rec in theology, religious education

or a related field. Send resume and a statement of

your \ision of taith formation to: Faith Forma-
tion Search Committee, St f^aul the Apostle

Catholic Churcl), 271.) Horse Pen Creek Road,

(ireensboro, N.C. i!7H0; tax (.'i:',f>) l!;m~6'149; e-

mail sbarnes(g;s tpaulcc.org.

YOUTH MINISTER: Needed for vital, active,

growing suburban parish near Charlotte. Part-

time; hours and lienefits negotiable. Team builder,

organizer, g(K)d communications needed. Degree

or commensurate experience; certification in

youth ministry or desire to certify. Send applica-

tions to Fr. Jerry McAndrew.s, St, Therese Catho-

lic Church, 217 Brawley School Rd., Mooresville,

N.C. 28117; email jnicandrews@saintthere.se.net

or fax 704-660-6.'J21.

YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR: Parish of

\,oOO families seek.s dynamic, qualified appli-

cant as Youth Ministry Director. Seeking spiri-

tual, creative, motivated, organized, compas-
sionate, excellent communicator to build and

lead vigorous, diverse ministry — grades 6-12

youth. Salary/hours flexible, commensurate to

applicant's availability, qualifications, vision.

Send: Letter explaining interest in youth nuni,s-

try; resume including education history, leader-

ship experience; and references to: Holy Family

Catholic Church, Faith Formation Office, PC
Box 1;J0, Clemmons, N.C. 27012. Application

deadline: October 1, 2004.

SERVICES

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 845-1416.

PRODUCTS

HOT TUB/SPA: 04 Luxury model in factory

wrapper, 6 person, 31 jets, ozonator, chrome
jets, redwood cabinet, aromatherapy, never

used, warranty. Cost $6700, sell $3625.
(704)651-7977.

CLEANING THE ATTIC! Buying WWI and

WWn US, Japanese, German Military Uni-
forms, Helmets, Guns, Daggers, Swords, Shot-

guns, Flintlocks SOO-337-4571.

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($1 4 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@ charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

JOIN US FORA GREAT CATHOLIC CONFERENCE!

The Third Annual
TRIUMPH OF THE CRO$l

Bnilding Catholic Pamlliei - Building a Caliiolic Cnllura

Friday evening, Sept. 10 - Sat., Sept. 11

St. Barnabas Church in Arden (near Asheville airport)

Main Speaker: Come and hear Paul Thigpen, author of several books including The

Rapture Trap, nationally-known speaker on the Catholic faith and apologetics, and the

newly-appointed editor of Our Sunday Visitor's "The Catholic Answer."

Workshops: Also offered will be a wide variety of workshops taught by priests and lay

experts covering prayer, sacraments, inculturation, marriage and family life, post-

abortion healing, faith and fundamentalism — and much more!!

Music: AND, don't miss Friday evening's Mass and powerful musical celebration with

local musicians and choirs!

REGISTER BEFORE 9/3 AND SAVE $511

SCHEDULE
Friday Evening:

5:45 Registration

6:15 Marian Procession/Rosary (Squires)

6:45 Mass

7:30 To The Glory of God: Catholic

Music through the Ages

Church musicians and choirs

from Western North Carolina

Saturday

7:30

7:45

8:30

9:30

9:45

10:45

Registration

Mass ^

Evangelization by the Ounce Paul Thigpen

Coffee and doughnuts

First workshop session

Diocesan priests speak on various Fathers Williams, Kauth, Gober,

topics, including the sacraments, Buetttner, Seabo, Winslow

prayer, and inculturation

Second woricshop session (Life Hour)

Family Honor: An Introducton Brenda Jurkis, Chair

Rachel's Vineyard: Silent No More Shelley Gianton & Vicki La Brecque

Marriage Preparation

The Battle For Life

Panel for teens

11:30 Lunch

12:30 The Rapture Trap

1 :30 Third workshop session

Called to Pray

Church State Relations:

Fundamentalism was not Enough

A Look at Catholic Literature

Saturday Matinee: Catholic Film

2:45 Saints' Guide to Fishing For Men

3:45 Closing remarks

Nazareth House of Asheville

Maggie Nadol, Diocese of Charlotte

Paul Thigpen

Cynthia Blum

Tom Ascik

Richard Edwards

John Keats, Christendom College

Jeff Minick

Paul Thigpen

For more information, call: St. Barnabas Church 828-684-6098

Name Ph. No.

Address

Cost: Save $5 with early registration:

Before 9/3: $10 Adult After 9/3: $1 S Adult ***TEENS are FREE II

Lunches (sub sandwich, chips, fruit, cookie, soda) may be ordered in advance for $5 each.

Please check preference(s): Turkey sub Ham sub Tuna sub

No. of adults X fee =

No. of teens - FREE
No. of meals x $5= _

Total enclosed

Mail registration form and ched? payable to:

Nazareth House, PO Box 432, Asheville. NC 28802.

Confirmation will be mailed upon receipt.
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Staubach CEO announces massive

Belmont Abbey development plan
New collegepresidentpresents award to formerNFL quarterback

BELMONT — The Staubach

Company has announced a plan for a

large complex mixed-use development

on property adjacent to Belmont Abbey
College.

Roger Staubach, chairman and
CEO of The Staubach Company, offered

details of what will be one of the largest

land development projects in the South-

east at the college July 29.

It was the result of a six-month

study by the Southern Benedictine Soci-

ety of North Carolina, Inc.; Pharr Yarns,

Inc.; Parkdale Mills, and R.L. Stowe
Mills, Inc. The study examined land

along Interstate 85 in Gaston Cbunty

that is adjacent to Belmont Abbey Col-

lege and runs from the Catawba River to

McAdenville.

The Staubach Company, a global,

full-service real estate advisory firm,

said the development could ultimately

include up to a million square feet of

office space and more than a million

square feet of retail space, with the re-

mainder dedicated to residential and
medical development. The magnitude of

the project will place it as one of the

largest developments in the Charlotte/

Gastonia region.

The development project also is ex-

pected to help bring jobs and property

tax revenue sources to the local economy.

"It has always been important for

us, as the Southern Benedictine Society

and as Belmont Abbey College, to con-

tinue our careful stewardship of the land

entrusted to us, but also to be good
members of the community, with an im-

portant commitment in mind — to keep

the members of the greater Gaston/

Mecklenburg community updated on
our efforts," said the Abbot Placid Solari,

abbot and chancellor of Belmont Abbey.

The land, consisting of connected

tracts of about 1,100 acres, has belonged

for generations to the four member orga-

nizations, which represent some of

North Carolina's most respected historic

corporate citizens.

Staubach said it has been important

for him to sit down with the group to

discuss the regional and national impor-

tance of this key property.

"We are committed to assisting

these great organizations in the creation

of a development which will be a strong

benefit to the area and region," said

Staubach. "We are excited about the

strategy and look forward to great suc-

cess with this project."

Belmont Abbey College also took

the opportunity to honor the former

Dallas Cowboy quarterback with a spe-

cial award. The Pope Pius XII Sport at

the Service of the Spirit Award, pre-

sented by Dr. William Thierfelder, col-

lege president.

"We're trying to recognize some-

thing often neglected in today's society,

an individual who is actually living

today's virtues," said Thierfelder. "It

may be hard to believe Mr. Staubach

could surpass his greatness off the field

as a role model — a father, a husband, a

business professional. But remarkably

he's done exactly that."

Caring for Charlotte Areo Catholic

Fomilies in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

EWEN
FUNERAL SERVICE, INC.

Charlotte 704-334-6421

iilii
Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hiil 704-545-4864

Derita 704-596-3291

Serving the Carolinas
for more than 23 yearsi

Special Cards, Reugious Articles,

Unique Gifts

h i l— CARpUNACATHOLIC —
— BOOKSHOPPE —

704-342-2878

FAX (704) 334-33 13
441 0-F Monroe road,
Charlotte, 28205

WE WELCOME MAIL ORDERS
AND SPECIAL ORDERS!

Tues-Fri 9:30 am - 5:30 pm
Sat 9:30 am - 3:00 pm

Closed Mondays thru Labor Day

www.carolinacatholicbooks.com

iJ staubac:h
A World of Real E,state Knowledge

AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, North Carolina

18,929 Square Feet

t* Ideal South End Location

t* Easy Access to interstates,

public transportation & Uptown

The Staubach Company- Carolinas, 121 W. Trade Street, Suite 2800 Charlotte, NC 28202 www.staubach.com
Oa(a conlamwl hem has been galherad from sources deemea mliable: however. The Staubach Company does not guarantee the accuracy ot this data.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Catholic and

Protestant crosses
g. fVhy do Catholics have crucifixes,

with the image ofJesus on the cross, and
Protestants have plain crosses? Some
friends told me this is because Protestants

emphasize the resurrection of Jesus, and

Catholics emphasize the suffering and
death ofJesus. Is that true? (Michigan)

A. I don't think so. The answer to

your question involves a bit of history

about how veneration of the cross was
viewed by Christians through the centu-

ries.

We Catholics are so accustomed to

having crucifixes that we assume it was
always that way. This is not true. For

most of the Christian era, until about

800 years ago, Christian art and devo-

tion rarely showed the suffering Jesus on

the cross. In fact, during the first 500

years or so after Jesus' death and resur-

rection, the body of Christ in any form

was almost never portrayed on crosses.

Crucifixion was a shameful death,

and remained so for centuries in the

cultures in which Christians found
themselves. In spite of St. Paul's claim

that we are proud of, we boast in, the

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ

(Galatians 6:14), willingness to embrace

that truth, especially to publicly depict

Christ crucified in art and worship,

didn't come easily or quickly.

The conviction that our Lord's pas-

sion and death were part of the whole

paschal, or Easter, event was so deeply

imbedded in the church that heaviest

emphasis was placed on the resurrection.

When crosses finally came to be

more widely used, in the late fifth and

sixth centuries, they were adorned with

color orjewels (the "crux gemmata," jew-

eled cross) for the same reason. Jesus is

risen, our faith climaxes in the glory of

the resurrection.

When the body of Christ itself did

begin to appear more frequently on

crosses, it was usually some portrayal of

the risen Lord, rather than the dying or

dead Christ that became common later.

Around the 1200s, the suffering of

Christ came dramatically more to the

front in European theology and spiritu-

ality. The wars, crusades, plagues and

other sufferings of that period brought

Christianity to a greater awareness of

their share in the suffering and death of

Jesus, an awareness that showed itself in

all forms of Christian art and devotion,

including the way they saw the cross.

From then on, crosses displaying

the suffering Christ with stark realism,

often in grisly detail, were widely popu-

lar, and remained so until our own time.

With today's renewed emphasis on

the resurrection and its focal place in the

history of salvation, .something like jew-

eled crosses and crucifixes with the body

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

of the risen Lord are again seen more in

Catholic Churches.

I'm not sure anyone has a final an-

swer to your question. Perhaps the rea-

son you give is part of it, in light of the

long tradition of the cross without the

body, which I just described. The em-
phasis on the intensity and horror of the

suffering of Christ was certainly at least

as strong, however, in the theologies of

the Reformation as in the Catholic

Church of those days.

Probably the feelings of many early

Protestants against the presence of any

statues or other images in church build-

ings had something to do with it, along

with a perhaps inevitable tendency of
' leading Protestant figures at that time to

define themselves in opposition to the

traditional faith, contrasting their beliefs

and practices to those of the Catholic

Church.

Crucifixes are not completely un-

known in Protestant churches even to-

day. Some Lutherans and parts of other

Protestant communities habitually still

use the crucifix.

A free brochure describing basic

Catholic prayers, beliefs and moral pre-

cepts is available by sending a stamped,

self-addressed envelope to Father John

Dietzen, Box 325, Peoria, IL 61651.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

Who is 'Worthy to Receive

the l^mb'?
Editor's note: Bishop Peter J. Jugis

responds to readers' questions regarding

his recent statement, "Worthy to Receive

the Lamb: Catholics in Political Life and
the Reception ofHoly Communion.

"

Q. Why does the statement only deal

with abortion? What about the other

sanctity-of-life issues, such as capital

punishment, euthanasia and pre-emptive

war?

A. The statement intentionally

addresses only a very specific issue:

pro-abortion Catholic lawmakers and
holy Communion. It is the result of

reflection that Archbishop John F.

Donoghue, Bishop Robert J. Baker
and I engaged in after the June meet-

ing of the U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops.

The matter of pro-abortion
Catholic lawmakers and holy Com-
munion was discussed by all the bish-

ops at that June meeting. After the

meeting, the USCCB issued a state-

ment, "Catholics in Political Life," in

which the U.S. bishops noted that the

decision not to admit pro-abortion

Catholic lawmakers to holy Com-
munion was to be left to the indi-

vidual bishop.

Archbishop Donoghue, Bishop
Baker and I decided to address, by
means of our own statement, only the

specific issue that was brought up at

the June meeting, namely pro-abor-

tion Catholic lawmakers and holy

Communion.
There are many moral issues

which our Church is addressing in

our society today. We wish to bring

our teaching on the inviolable dignity

of all innocent human life, from con-

ception to natural death, into the pub-

lic arena for the betterment of our

society.

The killing of an unborn child is

always intrinsically evil and can
never be justified. Likewise, euthana-

sia and the destruction of human em-
bryos for stem cell research are al-

ways intrinsically evil and can never

be justified. Each of these practices

involves a direct attack on innocent

human life. They are directly con-

trary to the moral law.

Capital punishment, however,
may be justified under certain clearly

defined conditions, even though such

instances "are ver^ rare, if not practi-

cally non-existent" today (Gospel of

Life, 56). War, for instance, may also

be justified under certain clearly de-

fined conditions (CCC 2309).

Ask the

Bishop

MOST REV.
PETER J. JUGIS

Bishop of

Charlotte

Not all moral issues have the

same moral weight as abortion and
euthanasia and destruction of human
embryos for stem cell research.

The Church has a lot of work to

do on many different fronts.

g. If this is an important church

teaching, why didn 't it come from the

Vatican?
|

A. In November 2002, the

Vatican did issue, with the approval

of the Holy Father, a document en-

titled, "Doctrinal Note on Some Ques-
tions Regarding the Participation of

Catholics in Political Life." This docu-

ment was issued by the Congregation^

for the Doctrine of the Faith.

The document addressed the

matter of Catholic lawmakers in po-

litical life, stating that "those who are

directly involved in lawmaking bod-

ies have a 'grave and clear obligation

to oppose' any law that attacks hu-

man life" (n. 4). The document drew
upon the 1995 encyclical, The Gospel

of Life, in which the Holy Father ad-

dressed the same problem of support

for abortion legislation (n. 73).

Canon 915 of the Code of Canon
Law provides that those "who obsti-

nately persist in manifest grave sin

are not to be admitted to Holy Com-
munion." This canon applies to the

situation of pro-abortion Catholic

lawmakers: they "obstinately persist"

in promoting evil in a very public

way by their support for abortion

legislation. Their public support for

what is objectively a grave sin, i.e.

abortion on demand, is the reason for

the application of canon 915 to their

particular situation.

The teaching on the absolute in-

violability of innocent human life, of

course, does come from the Vatican. It

is the teaching of the universal

church. It is the responsibility of the

bishop to apply the teaching to par-

ticular situations in his diocese.

ASK THE BISHOP
Do you have a question for Bishop Peter J. Jugis? The Catholic News & Herald runs a feature in

which Bishop Jugis answers questions that are submitted via regular mail or e-mail.

Questions about the faith and the Diocese of Charlotte that have a broad appeal will receive priority

consideration for response in the newspaper.

When submitting a question, please include your name, address and daytime phone number

Questions may be condensed due to space limitations and edited for clarity, style and factual accuracy

Send your "Ask the Bishop" question to Ask the Bishop, The Catholic News & Herald, P.O. Box

37267, Charlotte, N.C. 28237, ore-mail askthebishop@charlottediocese.org.
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The beginning of a new academic

year is never routine: somebody is

new, the students of last year will be

challenged by a higher grade and new
frontiers wUl be explored.

Education, after all, is not simply

an academic exercise of knowledge; it

is, most of all, a growing process in

knowledge, wisdom and faith. We are

engaged in changing the world; other-

wise the world will change us.

When looking at our world, I

never cease to be amazed at its beauty

and grandeur. While I strongly be-

lieve in the magnificence of this world,

I also recognize that this world is still

in the process of being redeemed, so

there is some misery, sin, pollution,

drugs, child abuse, murder, rape, war

and terrorism somewhere.

Our youngsters are actively en-

gaged in returning the original beauty

to this ugly world. The institutions of

school and church have the specific

mission to engage the world, recogniz-

ing all the while that it is a world that

belongs to God. He possesses it by

virtue of being its creator. God loves

Back to school: Engaging the world

Guest

Column

FATHER JOHN
AURILIA,
OEM Cap

this world, even though sinners have

turned beauty into ugliness and mag-
nificence into misery.

This world is in desperate need of

better education and stronger faith.

The school has the task of freeing from

prejudice, delivering moral values and

releasing the power of knowledge to

recover the lost treasures.

How do we do that? By learning

from our glorious and sometimes hu-

miliating history of the world, by lov-

ing and forgiving, and by setting pri-

orities not according to selfishness, but

according to goodness.

Students know that good schools

teach us that this is still a beautiful

world, and when it is made ugly by

terrorism, we don't want to react with

terrorism, of worse, with hatred.

When life closes in or gets blocked by

hatred, we open it up with love.

The walls of cynicism, prejudice,

hatred, fear, must crumble or be

jumped over. Labels, divisions, intoler-

ance, ignorance will engage our new
generation of student to change all of

the^bove into hope and success. Do we
engage in discrimination every day?

Yes we do and we should not.

I remember the lovely lady who
went to the U.S. Post Office to buy
stamps for her Christmas Cards. She

says to the clerk, "May I have 50

Christmas stamps?" The clerk says,

"What denomination?"

The woman says, "God help us.

Has it come to this? Give me 6 Catho-

lics, 12 Presbyterians, 10 Lutherans

and 22 Baptists."

Capuchin Father Aurelia is pastor of
Immaculate Conception Church in

Hendersonville.

From PIA to OSA
Augustinian friarleads Rghtonmanyfronts

Counterterrorism analyst turned

Augustinian friar studying for the

priesthood. Brother Joseph Narog has

undergone a major career change.

Known as Brother Joe to parishio-

ners of St. Margaret of Scotland
Church in Maggie Valley, he's spent

this summer at the church in a pasto-

ral internship required for his master

of divinity degree at Washington
Theological Union.

"I didn't know what to expect," he

said of the parish, "but from the day I

got here I've been overwhelmed by how
warm and spirit-filled this place is."

Shadowing Augustinian Father
Francis Doyle, pastor. Brother Joe's

observed "the amount of things you
have to be conversant in, everything

from keeping the budget to minister-

ing to the sick to being involved in the

broader community. If you're really

going to put your heart into it, you'll

find things to become involved in, be-

cause you're not in a little enclave."

Brother Joe, 45, holds degrees in

international relations and foreign af-

fairs. During 15 years with the De-
fen.se Intelligence Agency (DIA) and
the Joint Special Operations Com-
mand, Joe became a counterterrorism

analyst, then a training manager for

the DIA's counterterrorism training

project. Worldwide, he trained ana-

lysts from the military services and
civilians from the FBI and CIA.

"I loved what I was doing,"
Brother Joe said. "I'd studied foreign

jffairs. I got to apply my degree. I got
to work at the (1996 Atlanta)

Olympics, but when I came back

from that trip I had this nagging
feeling that something was missing,

that I wasn't doing what I was sup-

posed to do."

Raised Catholic, "I'd always go to

church on Sunday; I always prayed.

People told me I would be a priest, but

I'd say, 'No, no way. This is what I

studied for. I'm doing my thing.'"

He met with an Air Force chaplain

for guidance and spiritual direction,

who told him, "If I didn't know better,

I'd think you were being called to the

priesthood or religious life."

"I thought, 'Oh, my God, I'm 38.

What does this mean?" he asked him-

self

Hiking in the Rockies, he found

out.

"One day in the mountains," he

said, "I had one of those aha moments:
God is incredible — look at all these

mountains. Look at all God has done
for me. How can I not respond?"

A friend put him in touch with

friars at Augustinian College, the

house of formation of the Province of

St. Thomas of Villanova in Washing-
ton, D.C. Joe began attending Mass
there and getting to know the friars.

He entered the Order of St. Augus-
tine in 1998.

It hasn't been all smooth sailing.

In his third year of formation, he

learned that his mother was dying of

cancer and took a leave of absence to

be with her. She died the day after her

54th wedding anniversary. Joe re-

mained at home with his father, who

Working

Matters

JOANITA M.
NELLENBACH
Guest Columnist

became ill three weeks after the funeral

and died 1 1 months later.

One ofJoe's deepest memories is of

his mother's commitment to her mar-
riage — so strong that she refused to

remove her wedding ring, even in the

hospital. It never left her finger until

the day of her funeral. As a symbol of

his own vocation commitment, Joe had

his mother's ring incorporated into the

ring he receive at his solemn profes-

sion of vows last October.

In counterterrorism, he said, "I felt

that I was helping people, protecting

lives, but what was missing was the

spiritual dimension. If I was going to

work with people, I wanted it to be on
the spiritual level. Working in

counterterrorism, I was working with

the negative — bombings,
kidnappings and threats. Even then I

couldn't help believing there was
goodness in people."

He's bringing that vision to his

Augustinian life.

"More than anything," he said, "I

want to help people see the goodness in

themselves and others. We are part of

the body of Christ and are there not

only to help one another but to reach

out to the broader community, and to

be with people in the sacramental life

of the Church, to be with them in bap-

tism, Eucharist, marriage, death —
the key moments in people's lives."

Pope thanks

God for allowing

him to make

pilgrimage

to Lourdes

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy —
Pope John Paul II offered God thanks

for allowing him to make a pilgrim-

age to Lourdes, France, and offered

special thanks to his fellow Poles for

"having supported me with your
prayers" during the Aug. 14-15 trip.

The pope, appearing a bit tired,

read only about a quarter of the main

Italian text prepared for his Aug. 18

weekly general audience, although he

did read the entire texts of his messages

of thanks in French and in Polish.

The audience was held in the

courtyard of the* papal summer villa

at Castel Gandolfo and, as in weeks

past, did not include the usual multi-

lingual summaries of the pope's main
address.

Greeting French speakers, the

pope said, "This morning I want to

give thanks to God who, in his be-

nevolence, allowed me to go on pil-

grimage to Lourdes," the town in the

French Pyrenees where the Blessed

Virgin Mary appeared in 1858 to St.

Bernadette Soubirous.

Pope John Paul also thanked
Mary for "the climate of profound rec-

ollection and intense prayer" that sur-

rounded his visit.

He told an estimated 3,500 people

gathered for the audience that he

would remember "with emotion" the

huge crowds that joined him, espe-

cially the sick, "who came seeking

comfort and hope."

The pope also remarked on the

thousands of young people present at

Lourdes as volunteers and as pil-

grims and prayed that they would
use the experience "to draw the

strength to become free men and
women in Christ."

"May the Virgin Mary, the Im-

maculate Conception, watch over

each one of you, accompany you and

guide your journey to the encounter

with her son," he told the French pil-

grims.

Addressing Polish pilgrims, the

pope said, "I thank you for having

supported me with your prayers dur-

ing my pilgrimage to Lourdes. From
the first day of my pontificate, I have

asked you for them, and I know I can

always count on them."
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St Lucien Church epitomizes Catholic

Church in N.C- mountains
SPRUCE PINE— A small number

of Catholics lived in the Spruce Pine area

during the 1920s, but one of the faithful

in particular, who had family ties in

Tennessee, was indirectly responsible for

bringing regularly scheduled Masses to

the mountain town.

Margaret Wilson Tappan, a resi-

dent ofJohnston City, Tenn., and grand-

mother of Spruce Pine citizen Jack

Tappan, suggested to a local priest to

make weekly train trips from Tennessee

to Spruce Pine to celebrate Mass. Tlie

priest began in 1928, celebrating Mass
at a hotel in town. On a monthly basis, a

Jesuit priest from Revere, N.C., also cel-

ebrated Mass at the hotel.

In March 1935, Bishop William J.

Hafey ofNorth Carolina received a gift of

property from Ella Clapp Thompson, an

Episcopalian from New York, on which

the present church stands. A house on the

property was remodeled to ready it for a

chapel and priest's residence.

Originally named St. Bernadette, it

became the first Catholic church to serve

Mitchell, Avery and Yancey counties.

The first Mass was celebrated there June

28, 1935, by Father Thomas Carney, the

administrator appointed by the bishop.

When Father Stephen Sullivan as-

sumed the pastorate at St. Bernadette

Church, he began making plans to build

a new church and rectory. Construction

began in November 1939, and the

church was completed in April of the

next year.

At the order ofthe bishop, the church

was renamed St. Lucien because the prin-

cipal donors placed as a condition of their

gifts that the church be christianed in

memory of their daughter, Lucien Price.

The new church and rectory were dedi-

cated and blessed Aug. 17, 1940.

No sooner than Spruce Pine had its

church, a 30-seat chapel was being built

in nearby Linyille. In March 1942,

Linville's new St. Patricia became a mis-

sion of the Spruce Pine parish.

Father Walter Higgins was named

ST. LUCIEN CHURCH
695 SummitAvenue

Spruce Pine, N.C. 28777

(828) 765-2224

Vicariate: Boone

Pastor: Father Christopher Gober

Number of Households: 85

Mission: St. Bernadette Church, Linville

Father Christopher Gober

pastor of the Spruce Pine and Linville

churches in 1951, and was celebrating

Mass in Burnsville by mid-decade.

Glenmary priests took responsibil-

ity for the churches in 1956. An ener-

getic period of evangelization and build-

ing followed: Sacred Heart Church was

constructed in Burnsville; St. Lucien

Church was renovated; and catechetical

classes and preaching took place in com-

munities throughout the area.

The Glenmary priests remained un-

til 1968. Diocesan priests have served

the Spruce Pine parish since.

The church was again remodeled in

the late 1960s, and in the years follow-

ing catechetical classes were begun and

expanded. Two years later. Father John

Pagel was appointed to the parish and

he immediately expanded the faith for-

mation programs and other parish and

community-level activities.

Increasingly larger crowds at Mass
— both residents and visitors— led to a

building program in 1985, which in-

Spring Fever?

We've got just what
the doctor ordered...

1 551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28502

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

Come take a breath of fresh air on

our front porch. With fifty comfortable

hotel style lodging rooms, six meeting

and break-out areas, delicious meals

and snacks, miles of beauty on woodland

pathways and reflective areas, you'll be

feeling like spring through and through.

Call to plan your special event and

renew your spirit!

^NThe Catholic
4p;p= Conference
%i I Center

Check out our websitB

wwwxatholicconference.org

info@catholicconference.org

St. Lucien Church, dedicated in 1940, has experienced both growth in parishioners

as well as expansions and renovations over the years, doubling its seat capacity.

volved the construction of a new rectory

and an expansion of the church. Ground
was broken for the rectory in 1987 and it

was completed within six months. The
former rectory was transformed into the

parish social hall, complete with" offices

and classrooms.

Meanwhile, Father Pagel also

turned his attention to building a new
church in Linville. The diocese pur-

chased land facing Grandfather Moun-
tain in November 1984, and three years

later construction was begun. The first

Mass at the new 300-seat church named
St. Bernadette was celebrated on New
Year's Eve in 1988.

The Spruce Pine pastorate assumed

responsibility for the new Linville mis-

sion. Burnsville's Sacred Heart Church

was elevated to parish status in Septem-

ber 1986, while the St. Patricia facility,

which no longer adequately provided for

Catholics in the area, was returned to its

. donating family by the diocese.

St. Lucien Church experienced con-

tinued growth over the next decade. Ex-

pansion and renovations to the church

more than doubled its seating capacity

and improved the facility. Also, a house

adjacent to the property was purchased

and the parking lor was paved.

During the pastorate of Father

Aloysius D'Silva in the 1990s, an active

faith formation program was developed

and continues today — every fourth

Sunday, the parish youth lead a pro-life

rosary to pray for an end to abortion and

a deeper respect for the gift ofhuman life

Other active ministries include a Ro
sary Makers Group and a Women's
GuUd, and many parishioners assist with

Habitat for Humanity. St. Lucien Church

also offers adoration of the Blessed Sacra-

ment and First Friday devotions.

Father Christopher Gober became

administrator of St. Lucien Church in

July 2003 and was appointed pastor by

Bishop Peter J. Jugis July 6, 2004.

Nearly 80 years have passed since a

Tennessee priest celebrated those first

Masses in Spruce Pine. Since then, St.

Lucien Church has both epitomized and

promoted evangelization of the Catholic

Church in the North Carolina mountains

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not waWs]

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or bu^
• We irTstall

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. • Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St Thomas Aquinas
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American nurse

sees other side of

Abu Ghraib prison

NEWS^*IERALD

'Faithful Service ...

Grateful Hearts'

Upcomingcollection to

heneRtpriests'retirements

I
PAGE 5

VOLUME 13 N9 41

TIME IN IRAQ SHOWS HOPE,

COMPASSION ON BOTH
SIDES OF WAR

BY MONTE MACE
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Editor's note: This story con-,

tains descriptions ofwar wounds.

KANSAS CITY, Kan. —
While world headlines, have

blared the mistreatment of

Iraqi prisoners by U.S. guards

at the Abu Ghraib prison out-

side Baghdad, Iraq, there's an-

See NURSE, page 17

SERVING CATHOLICS IN WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA IN THE DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE

Home away from home
DivinoRedentorprovides spiritual cultxiralhomecomingforMexican immigrants

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

BOONVILLE — A late

afternoon rain shower soaked

the new church just minutes

before its dedication, but the

rain clouds soon parted, re-

vealing a rainbow in the dis-

tant sky.

Following two decades of

Masses celebrated in a former

hardware store and a former

restaurant, and 18 months af-

ter the church's completion.

See DEDICATION, page 12

Santore's shoes

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Bishop Peter J. Jugis celebrates the dedication Mass for Divino Redentor Church, the only Catholic

church in Yadkin County, Aug. 28.

BACK TO SCHOOL

Students retum to new,

expanded Catholic schools

Courtesy photo by Debbie Santore

Kelly Santore and a young parishioner of Our Lady of the Americas

Church show off a new pair of athletic shoes July 29. Santore

collected 142 pairs of new shoes for the members of the Biscoe

church. FOR STORY SEE RftGE 7

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — For
students across the Diocese of

Charlotte, it's that time of year

again.

More than 7,000 students

donned uniforms and back-

packs for the start of another

year at the 18 diocesan Catho-

lic schools by Aug. 16.

"As I visit the schools, I

realize more and more the im-

portance of Catholic schools in

the Diocese of Charlotte," said

Linda Cherry, superintendent

See SCHOOLS, page 8

Courtesy Photo

Students return to Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High

School In Kernersville.
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Setting faith ablaze

Catholics explore faith at

conferences
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Summer's over

More back'tO'Schoolcoverage

from around the diocese
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Labors of faith

Scout earns award for work

at bishop emeritus'house
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

ALTERNATIVE ALTAR BREAD

CNS PHOio BY iot Cory, Caihomc Key

Benedictine novice Kathy Becker prepares low-gluten hosts at the Benedictine Sisters

of Perpetual Adoration convent in Clyde, Mo., in March. The U.S. bishops' liturgy

secretariat said the convent provides the only "true, low-gluten altar bread ...

approved for use at Mass in the United States."

Gluten-Free Livingendorses nuns'

iow-gluten Communion liosts

WASHINGTON (CNS)— A maga-

zine devoted to people with celiac disease

has endorsed a low-gluten Communion
host made by Catholic nuns in Missouri as

"perfectly safe" for celiac sufferers.

Gluten-Free Living came out

shortly before a public controversy

emerged over a New Jersey mother's

fight this summer to change the Catholic

rules for such hosts. The church requires

bread made from wheat, containing at

least some gluten, for the celebration of

the Eucharist.

Gluten is a protein in wheat, rye,

barley and oats that binds the baked

bread. In people who have the genetic

disorder known as celiac disease or celiac

sprue, gluten causes an immune reaction

that can lead to severe damage of the

intestinal lining and a number of other

health problems.

In the magazine, a nun-pharmacist

wrote that she analyzed the low-gluten

hosts produced by the Benedictine Sis-

ters of Perpetual Adoration in Clyde,

Mo. Her conclusion: "On average, a

whole host could contain no more than

37 micrograms of gluten."

Two experts from the University of

Maryland's Center for Celiac Research

told the magazine that a celiac sufferer

could consume that much gluten daily

with no ill effects.

The article's author. Sister Jeanne

Patricia Crowe, is a member of the Ser-

vants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
and professor at Immaculata University

in Pennsylvania. She is a doctor of clini-

cal pharmacy and is on Gluten-Free

Living's editorial advisory board.

In an editorial on Sister Crowe's

article, Gluten-Free Living editor Arm
Whelan said she easily understands the

concern of Catholics with the disease,

and especially parents of children who
have it, about the church's insistence on

at least some gluten in hosts.

'To help Catholic celiacs keep their

concern in perspective, I went to the

experts to ask them if it would be safe to

consume a host that might contain up to

37 micrograms of gluten," Whelan
wrote.

"It's the daily exposure to gluten

that counts" for those with celiac disease,

the editorial said. "The best current in-

formation shows that 10 milligrams a

day should be safe."

Since 10 milligrams is 10,000 mi-

crograms, someone consuming no other

gluten would have to eat 270 of the low-

gluten wafers a day to reach that thresh-

old, it said.

Sister Crowe described the low-glu-

ten hosts as "very, very light" wafers,

about an inch in diameter, yellowish and

weighing a little more than one-quarter

gram each. 'They remind you of a bub-

bly potato chip," she said.

The Benedictine convent's hosts are

the only ones the U.S. bishops' Secre-

tariat for Liturgy has approved as a true

low-gluten wheat bread suitable for li-

turgical use.

Respect Life program kits ready for

dioceses, parishes

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
U.S. bishops' Secretariat for Pro-Life Ac-
tivities has published the 2004^5 Re-

spect Life Program kit materials in En-
glish and Spanish for use in Catholic

dioceses, parishes and organizations.

The theme for this year's obser-

vances is "Made in His Image," or, in

Spanish, "A imagen de Dios los creo."

Most U.S. Catholic parishes observe the

first Sunday of October — Oct. 3 this

year— as Respect Life Sunday.

The 2004-O5 kit includes a poster in

English and Spanish, fliers on the theme

in English and Spanish, six educational

essays on life issues, clip art for church

bulletins or newsletters, a liturgy guide

and a catalog of pro-life publications and

resources.

The fliers, essays and liturgy

guide are also available online at

www.usccb.org/prolife, along with

Diocesan.
^planner

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — Pathfinders, a peer support

group for separation and divorce, will host an

open house at St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Provi'-

dence Rd. Sept. 7 at 7:30 p.m. Since 1992, Path-

finders has offered support, education and fel-

lowship for anyone experiencing separation and

divorce. Please call Nancy Cardo at (704) 752-

0318 for more information.

HUNTERSVILLE — The Newcomers
Women's Ministry of St. Mark Church invites

women who are new or still feel new to the area

to a 10-week course, "Moving On," based on

Susan Miller's book "After the Boxes are Un-
packed." We will talk about the spiritual, emo-

tional and practical needs associated with mov-
ing. Classes begin Sept. 15 in Room 200 of St.

Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd., 10:15 -

1 1 :30 a.m. Call Gigi at (704) 895-33 10 or Merry
at (704) 947-9547 for more information.

CHARLOTTE— A Women's Talk will be held

Sept. 1 5 at 7 p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul Church,

6828 Old Reid Rd. Father John Starczewski will

be the guest speaker. For more information, call

Peggy at (704) 588-731 1.

HUNTERSVILLE— Women 's Catholic Scripture

Study meets Wednesdays, 9:30-1 1:30 a.m., at St.

Mai k Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd. The class

will focus on the book of Exodus and will meet

through May 2005. For details, call the church

office at (704) 948-023 1

.

CHARLOTTE — The S0+ Club of St. John

Neumann Church, 845 1 Idlewild Rd., meets the

second Wednesday of each month at 1 1 a.m.

with a program and lunch in the parish hall. For

reservations and more information, call Walt

(704) 535-7723.

electronic versions of essays and other

resources from past programs going
back to 1996.

Essay topics are suicidal behavior by

youth, advances in surgery for unborn

patients, a critique of assisted reproduc-

tive technologies, effective strategies for

pro-life advocacy, the human dignity of

those in a "vegetative" state and a discus-

sion of sex and marriage from sociological

and theological perspectives.

The printed kit includes the essays

only in English, but they are available

online in English and Spanish.

In addition to homily tips and
sample intercessions for life for use at|

Mass, this year's liturgy guide includes

a novena to Sts. Anne and Joachim and

offers rosary meditations on the five

"mysteries of light," based on events in

Christ's public life, that Pope John Paul

II introduced in 2002.-

CHARLOTTE — The Happy Timers of St. Ann
Church meet the first Wednesday of each mont
with a luncheon and program at 1 p.m. in th«j

parish activity center, 363_5 Park Rd. All adults aga

55 and older are welcome. For more information

call Charles Nesto at (704) 398-0879.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT— Faithful Citizenship Sessions will be

held at Queen of the Apostles Church, 503 N, i

Main St., Oct. 7, 7-8:30 p.m.; Oct. 16, 6-7:30 p.m.;

and Oct. 17, 12:30-2 p.m. in the Parish Family

Center. Each session will cover politics, elections,

candidates and issues. No pre-registration or fees,

just bring yourself, and a friend, too! For details,

contact Dennis Teall-Fleming, director of faith

formation, at teallfleming@yahoo.com or (70 1

1

825-9600, X 26

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO —
- The Greensboro Council of

Catholic Women annoiuices the start of its 2004-

2005 fiscal year with a luncheon on Sept. 22 at

1 1:30 a.m. at Cardinal Country Club. The speaker

will be Jan Laughinghouse, clinical director at

Mary's House. All ladies are welcome. For more
information, please contact Marie VanKleef at

(336) 644-1142.

HIGH POINT — The Evangelization Commis-I

sion at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 1'14S''!

Johnson St., will offer free Spanish classes Sept. 9 -

Nov. 1 1 . Classes meet Thursday evenings 7-8 p.r

All materials will be provided. To register, c:

Nancy Skee at (336) 884-0522 or Larry Kwan al

882-7204.

GREENSBORO — Jim McCullough, director

faith formation of Our Lady of Grace Church

2205 W. Market St., will present "Key to the Scrip

tures, " a new way to read the Bible with underl

standing. Classes meet Tuesdays 7-9 p.m. in th|

library. To register, leave your name, address an<l
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican refuses to comment on
reports itwon't be terrorist target

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Vatican press office would not comment
on repprts that a terrorist group linked to

al-Qaida allegedly said the Vatican would

not be a target when it attacks Italy.

The Vatican, while declining com-

ment Aug. 30, pointed to an Aug. 28

statement by Cardinal Angelo Sodano,

Vatican secretary of state, saying that he

hoped everyone would recognize that

Pope John Paul II has been an untiring

supporter of peace and of human rights

for all peoples.

In a statement posted on an Islamic

Web site Aug. 29, the Abu Hafs al-Masri

Brigades-European Battalion — the

same group that claimed responsibility

for the March train bombings in Madrid
— repeated its earlier threats to turn

Italy "into hell" unless the government

withdraws its troops from Iraq.

"We declare that the Vatican will

phone number with Mary-Ann DiPaola at (336)

274-6520, ext. 33.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY— St. Aloysius Church, 92 1 Second St.

NE, is offering a weekly Catholic Scripture Study

beginning Sept. 15. Catholic Scripture Study is a

program whose members not only learn the Scrip-

tures, but come to a deeper understanding of their

faith in a setting that builds Christian fellowship.

Evening and daytime classes will be held each at

the church, Wednesdays, 6:+5-8:S0 p.m., and

Thursdays 9:30-1 1:15 a.m. For more information,

call Ann Miller at (82H) 44l-2'i05, or email

stalscss@charter.net.

HENDERSONVILLE— The fVidvwsLunch Bunch,

sponsored by Immaculate Conception Church,

meets at a different restaurant on the first Wednes-
day of each month at 1 1:30 a.m. Reservations are

necessary. For more information and reservations,

call Joan Keagle at (828) 693-4733.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE — St. There.se Church, 217
Brawley School Rd., will offer a program designed

to provide encouragement for women who have

relocated. This is an opportunity to meet others

and exchange insights. The 10-week session, con-

taining biblical advice and clear-headed counsel, is

based on the book 'After the Boxes are Unpacked"hy

Susan Milk-r beginning Sept 8. Both morning and
evening sessions will be offered with baby-sitting

provided at the morning sessions. For further in-

formation, contact, contact Lois Yaniero at (704)

892-4326 for morning sessions and Connie Evans
at (704) 658-052 1 or Tori Springate at (704) 662-

9122 for evening sessions.

MOORESVILLE — Seniors ages 55 and up are

invited to St. Therese Church, 2 1 7 Brawley School

Rd., the second Saturday of each month following

the 5:30 Mass for Senior Games Night, featuring

games and a potluck dinner. Call Barbara Daigler

never be one of our targets," said the

posting, translated from the Arabic by a

French news agency.

It was impossible to verify if the

Abu Hafs al-Masri Brigades really

posted the message.

While it is Vatican practice not to

comment on security matters, Vatican

officials have said the Italian govern-

ment keeps the Vatican informed when
threats are received.

The Vatican increased security dur-

ing the 2000 Holy Year celebrations,

making visitors who attended large cer-

emonies with Pope John Paul pass

through airport-style metal detectors.

The scanning became a fixture for public

events after Sept. 11, 2001.

Since late 2003, all visitors to St.

Peter's Basilica have had to pass

through the metal detectors whether the

pope was present or not.

at (704) 662-9752 for details.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

MAGGIE VALLEY — If you are struggling

with the emotional or spiritual pain of abor-

tion, there is help. Rachel's Vineyard Weekend

Retreats for healing after abortion are a beautiful

opportunity to help you experience the mercy

and compa.ssion of God. The weekend will help

your soul find a voice and transform the pain of

the past into love and hope. The next retreat is

scheduled for Sept. 17-19. Confidentiality is

strictly maintained. Please call Shelley at (828)

684-4330 or (828) 230-4940 to register.

WAYNESVILLE — The Catholic JVonuns
Circle of St. John s Catholic Community meets

the second Monday of.each month at 7 p.m. in

the church hall. For more information, call the

church office at (828) 456-6707.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — In celebration of the

World Day of Peace, Sister Kathy Ganiel and

David Harold, director of Catholic Social

Services, will lead prayer and reflection on the

Assist Decalogue. The Decalogue is a 10-point

commitment made to work together for peace.

The 10 -Statements read by the leaders in 10

different languages are a moving framework for

prayer, reflection and discussion. Come join us

at 6 p.m. on Sept. 21 at Our Lady of Fatima

Chapel, 211 W. 3rd St., for a light meal, prayer

and reflection. For more information, call

Joanne Jacovec at (336) 765-8892 or e-mail

sfojiiij@aol.com.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event? Please submit notices for the Dioc-

esan Planner at least 15 days prior to the

event date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org or fax to

(704)370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

Sept. 8-19 -
Colloquium for newly appointed bishops

Rome, Italy

Sept. 23 — 9 a.m. Mass
Our Lady of the Assumption School, Charlotte

Sept. 25— 5 p.m. Mass

Sacrament of Confimiation

St. Lawrence Basilica, Asheville

Pope condemns wave of tenrorism, says

violence unworthy of any cause

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope
John Paul II condemned a wave of ter-

rorist actions in Iraq, Russia and Israel,

saying recourse to violence was "unwor-

thy" of any cause.

The papal appeal was read at a gen-

eral audience Sept. 1 as another hostage

drama was unfolding in southern Rus-

sia, where armed attackers seized a

school fuU of children and teachers.

The pope said he was pained at the

recent bombings in Russia and Israel,

which left many "defenseless and inno-

cent" victims. Russian authorities sus-

pected Chechen rebels were behind the

explosion of two passenger jets in late

August and a suicide bombing outside a

Moscow subway stop Aug. 31.

Officials said the attack on the

school in the southern Russian republic

of North Ossetia also bore the hallmarks

of Chechen rebel actions. More than 15

attackers, some strapped with explo-

sives, were believed to have mined the

school and threatened to kill those inside.

The Itar-Tass news agency said the

militants were demanding the release of

imprisoned Chechen fighters.

In Israel, two suicide bus bombings

in Beersheba Aug. 3 1 left 1 8 people dead.

The Palestinian militant group Hamas
claimed responsibility for the blasts.

The pope said that in Iraq there has

been no end to the "chain of blind vio-

lence that prevents the return to civil

harmony." He condemned the "barba-

rous execution" of 12 Nepalese workers

kidnapped in late August in Iraq and

expressed worry for the fate of two
French journalists seized by militants

there.

"I make a pressing appeal that ev-

er3rwhere there be an end to the recourse

to violence, which is always unworthy of

any good cause, and that the two French

journalists be treated with humanity
and returned unharmed to their loved

ones as soon as possible," he said.

The executed Nepalese were report-

edly were working for a Jordanian ser-

vices company; Nepal does not have

armed forces in Iraq.

Pope blesses Salisbury couple

Courtesy Photo

Chris and Brynne Beal, parishioners of Sacred Heart Church in

Salisbury, receive a blessing from Pope John Paul II during his

weekly audience at the Vatican June 16. Chris, director of religious

education at Sacred Heart Church, and Brynne, a fifth-grade

teacher at Sacred Heart School, were married at Belmont Abbey

College June 12. The couple had recently returned from a parish

youth group mission where they worked with the poor in Kingston,

Jamaica, June 24-July 1.

DIDYOUKNOW?
Angels are spirits without bodies who are sometimes sent as messengers from God. The feast of the

Archangels is Sept. 29, which honors the three archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. Michael is

revered as the leader of the angelic army. He has always been the warrior angel, fighting first Satan

and his demons and then in the course of time all enemies of God's people. Gabriel is the messenger

angel who appears in the Old and New Testaments; he announced the birth of John the Baptist and

later told Mary she would become the mother of Jesus. Raphael cured the Old Testament hero Tobit

of his blindness. Raphael acted as a guide to God's people and healed others.
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N.C. Catholic Daughter

visits convention, memorial

Members called to femininegenius^ .

TACOMA, Wash.— A local Catho-

lic Daughter recently ventured across

the country on a trip of exploration and

affirmation.

Marjorie Thomas, N.C. state secre-

tary and past regent of Court St. Joan of

Arc, attended the 50th Biennial Na-
tional Convention of the Catholic

Daughters of the Americas. Nearly

1,000 members, speakers and guests

from 4€ U.S. states, Guam and Puerto

Rico attended the organization's con-

vention July 18-23 in Tacoma.
Resolutions adopted by delegates to

the convention expressed support for

keeping the phrase "under God" in the

Pledge of Allegiance; affirmed that mar-

riage is between a man and a woman
only; agreed to promote breast cancer

awareness during October; backed the

U.S. bishops' "Faithful Citizenship" pro-

gram for political action by Catholics;

and supported the National Safe Kids

Campaign to prevent accidental deaths

and injuries among children under 15.

Invoking the words of Pope John

Paul II, Archbishop Alex J. Brunett told

the Catholic Daughters July 22 that ev-

ery woman's mission "is to recognize

and live her vocation offeminine genius."

The Seattle archbishop spoke at a

Mass at St. Anne Church in Tacoma
marking the installation of new offic-

ers for the Catholic Daughters, which

describes itself as the oldest and larg-

est organization of Catholic women in

the Americas.

In his homily at the convention's

opening Mass at St. Charles Borromeo

Church in Tacoma, Cardinal Edward M.
Egan of New York, the organization's

national chaplain, urged the Catholic

Daughters to be like Martha and Mary in

the New Testament.

'Today's Gospel reading of Martha
and Mary is right on target with the

CDA," he said. "Mary is often remem-
bered as a sinner, which troubles some
people. Martha is not as controversial,

but we all know Marthas— upset, com-
plainers, pointing fingers, but they get

things done."

Reminding the congregation that

"if we say we have no sin we deceive

ourselves," the cardinal added. "The
greatest heroes in the church are sin-

ners who repent."

During a post-convention trip to

Hawaii, Thomas, a World War II vet-

eran and charter and lifetime member of

the Catholic War Veterans Post in

AshevUle, visited the' USS Arizona Me-
morial. The USS Arizona was sunk dur-

ing the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor

Dec. 7, 1941.

Cathglic News Service contributed to

this story.

CouRrESY Photo

Marjorie Thomas (right), N.C. state secretary for the Catholic Daughters of the

Americas, visits the USS Arizona Memorial in Hawaii after attending the Catholic

Daughters biennial convention in Tacoma, Wash., In July. Pictured with Thomas are

(from left) Joan McKenna, national regent from Boston, and Claudia Busch, national

first regent from Dickinson, N.D.

Your Child's Education...An Important Decision!

Blessed Sacrament Academy offers:

Grades K-5

Excellent scores on standardized tests

Foreign languages, music & art

A classical curriculum w/emphasis on traditional CaUiolic teachings

Call nowto guarantee your child's enrollment. Space is limited!

704 841-2292
Visit us on the web at/ mm.Nessedsacmaiantacademy.o/g

Located behind WindsorSquare in Matlhev/s, NC A private aGademy independent of Charlotte diocesan schools.

Officers installed

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

Father Francis O'Rourke, pastor of Our Lady of Grace Church in Greensboro, and

Ruth Carlisle (right), N.C. state treasurer of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas,

stand with newly inducted officers of local Court 1199 after Mass Aug. 29. Officers

pictured are (back row from left) Mary Jane Wheaton, secretary; Alice Schmidt, vice

regent; Alice Gottschalk, treasurer; (front row from left) Maryann Grabosky, regent;

and Laurene Kerivan, financial secretary. The court also inducted two new members,

Carmella Scutti and Martha Stepkowski (not pictured).

Friday, Sept. 10, from 1-2 PM

JUST SECOND FRIDAYS
• presents

"Looking at the HIV/AIDS Epidemic through

the Lens of Catholic Social Teaching"

Presented by

Rev. Robert
J.

Vitillo

Executive Director, Catholic Campaign

jm Human Developmmt (CCHD) and

Special Advisor on HIV/AE)Sfor

Carilas Intmiaiionalis

Atrium Room, Amiex Bldg, St. Peter Church (behind the church on. College Street)

Fr. Robert Yitillo has been the Lxecutive Director ofCCHD sinceJanuary of 1997. CCHD is the domestic anti-

povertv' program of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. As a Special Advisor on HIV/AIDS for

Caritas Internationalis (a federation of Catlwlic social service and development organizations in 203 countries),

Fr. Vitillo represents this federation at the World Health Organization in Geneva.

CSS
t ^aUnjlk SotiiJ 5»ei'vkx '.v

Also, on Saturday evening, SepL 1 1, from 7 - 8:30 PM, Fr. Vitillo will lead a CCHD information

session at St. PiusX Church in Greensboro. The non-profit CEANGE, a CCHD National Grant

fimded group, will also present dieir work. Each November, diocesan parishes hold a special

collection to fund the work and grants of CCHD. Come and learn more about CCHD and its

fight against poverty in the USA. The 2004 CCHD Collection will take place on Sunday,

Events are sponsored by die Office ofJustice and Peace, in partnei-ship widi St. Peter Church

andSt.PiiisXOiurch. Cold driiib are provided. For info call 704-370-3225.

J
*
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Taithful Service ...

Grateful Hearts'

Upmmingcollection toheneitphests^retirements

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Catholics in the

Diocese of Charlotte soon will have the

opportunity to show they care about the

priests who have faithfully served the

Diocese of Charlotte.

The annual Priests' Retirement and

Benefits Collection will be taken up in

every parish the weekend of Sept. 1 1-12.

The collection helps provide

monthly benefits for the 26 retired dioc-

esan priests, including Bishop Emeritus

WilUam G. CurUn.

"These men have served us for

years, they've given their fives to us, so

it's important for us to support them,

now and in their retirement," said Fa-

ther Tim Reid, who was ordained by

Bishop Peter J. Jugis at Our Lady of

Assumption Church in June this year.

Father Reid appears with Msgr.
William Pharr on this year's poster and

brochure promoting the collection.

"The collection is a tremendous
help," said Msgr. Pharr, who was or-

dained in May 1960 and retired in July

2001.

"It's important for retired priests so

they can take care of their needs in retire-

ment," he said. "It gives us a sense of

independence and ability to do things we
were unable to do in the past due to lack

of time or finances."

Since retiring, Msgr. Pharr has been

ranicOrg
Systems

premium CLon /deration and 0^'^*«''"S
Natural Organic Turf fertilization

10% Off

when you schedule
core aeration before

September 301

Core aeration creates

a healthier, lusher, disease-

resistant lawn by

breaking up compacted soil

for better air and
water circulation.

m
All natural treatments • Safe for pets and people

c»rr. for your environment naturally!

involved in chaplaincy work and assist-

ing parishes, as well as a travel study

program.

"It also helps us be charitable to

parishes and institutions that we'd like

to help out," he said.

Contributions also help provide for

the fiiture retirements of the 82 diocesan

priests currently involved in active min-

istry, as -well as the retirement funds of

the 53 religious order priests serving in

the diocese.

"I have been privileged to serve as

parochial vicar, deacon or seminarian

under many of our retired priests," said

Bishop Jugis. "Others have served as

pastor in my own home parish during

my childhood and youth. They are all

very dear to me."

The campaign's goal is to collect

$1,120,000 — $782,500 to fund the

diocesan priests' retirement and benefits

plans; $320,000 to support the retire-

ment funds of religious order priests cur-

rently serving in our diocese; and

$17,500 to cover campaign expenses.

Each parish is assessed 3.5 percent

of its annual offertory collection to raise

funds needed to support the Priests' Re-

tirement and Benefits Collection. In most
parishes, that amount is slightly less

than two times the regular Sunday offer-

tory.

Proportionate contributions on the

weekend of Sept. 11-12 wifi help par-

ishes pay the assessment.

'The people of the diocese have been

very generous," said Msgr. Pharr. "We
do feel that we've been appreciated."

Photo by Tim Faragher

Msgr. William Pharr, retired diocesan priest, and Father Timothy Reid, parochial vicar

at St. Mark Church in Huntersville, are seen here in the photo used for the poster and

brochure promoting the annual Priests' Retirement and Benefits Collection. The

collection will be taken up in every parish this year the weekend of Sept. 11-12.

Capturing clergy
Priests becomemodels forphotoshoot

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Two men in

black suits walked back and forth, back

and forth outside the diocesan Pastoral

Center in early July.

The men were priests, but they were

posing for a camera.

"Okay, that's great, but can we try it

DIOCESE OF CHARLOTTE RETIRED PRIESTS

Msgr. Richard Allen

Father James Cahill

Father Francis M.Cintula

Father Thomas Clements

Father Francis Connolly

Bishop Emeritus William G. Curlin

Father AloysiusD'Silva

Father Vincent Erb

Father Patrick Gavigan

Father Raymond Hourihan

Father Joseph Kelleher

Msgr. Joseph Kerin

Father Conrad Kimbrough

Msgr. Anthony Kovacic

FatherAndrew Latsko

Father Bernard Manley

Father Richard McCue

Father Gabriel Meehan

Msgr. William Pharr

Father Charles Reese

Msgr. Joseph Showfety

Father James Solari

Father Edward Sullivan

Father John Tuller

Msgr. Thomas Walsh

Father Joseph Waters

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts. .

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the v^/ay

• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. . Charlotte. NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St Thomas Aquinas

a little slower this time?" asked the pho-

tographer.

Despite the sweltering heat July 8,

the two priests nodded and got back into

position for another take.

"I'm thinking, 'It's hot out here.

Can't we do this inside?'" joked Father

Timothy Reid, parochial vicar at St.

Mark Church in Huntersville.

Father Reid, ordained in June 2004,

and Msgr. William Pharr, who retired

in July 200 1 , were modeling for a poster

and brochure to promote the annual

Priests' Retirement and Benefits Collec-

tion. The collection will be taken up in

every parish this year the weekend of

Sept. 11-12.

The poster, depicting a new priest

passing a retired priest, was sent to par-

ishes across the 46-county Diocese of

Charlotte.

"I had some people mention they

saw it and that it came out nicely," said

Msgr. Pharr, who mused about his new
"modeling career."

"They took so many pictures, I fig-

ured one or two would have to come out

decent," he said.

"My parishioners are having a good

time with it, and I'm getting calls from

other priests in the diocese," said Father

Reid of the feedback. "But as a newly

ordained priest, it's nice to help out our

retired priests any way that I can."

Contributions also help provide for

the future retirements of the 82 diocesan

priests currently involved in active min-

istry, as well as the retirement funds of

the 53 religious order priests serving in

the diocese.

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray fry

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.
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IN JESUS' FOOTSTEPS

Catholics explore strengths ofEucharist,

liturgy at annual conference
BY CAROLE McGROTTY

CORRESPONDENT

HENDERSONVILLE — Catholics

in western North Carolina were encour-

aged recently to walk in the footsteps of

Jesus.

Approximately 60 people attended

the "Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus:

Living as Eucharistic People Confer-

ence" held at Immaculata School Aug.

21. The Asheville Vicariate Faith For-

mation Leadership Team sponsored the

annual conference.

"We hoped everyone could find in

their. daUy lives a way to live as Jesus

did," said Elizabeth Girton, a team

member and faith formation director at

the Basilica of St. Lawrence in AsheviUe.

"We looked at ways to become like

Christ and gather our strength from the

Eucharist," she said.

Augustinian Father Francis Doyle,

pastor of St. Margaret of Scotland

Church and a staff member of Living

Waters Catholic Reflection Center in

Maggie Valley, gave the keynote ad-

dress on walking in Jesus' footsteps.

"In living our daily lives, we are

living sacred lives that play a roll in

fulfillment of God's promise that all

would be one," said Father Doyle.

The Eucharist is the "source and

summit of Christian life," said Father

Doyle, and a "sense of fullness and

completion is achieved" when a person

heads toward this summit.

Workshops were also held for the

conference participants.

Ann Stowe, an Asheville Vicariate

Faith Formation Leadership Team
member and parishioner of St. Andrew
the Apostle Church in Mars HUl, led a

workshop on prayer.

Prayer has "a healing effect because

we cannot meet the living God and not

Photo by Carole McGRom

Elizabeth Girton, an Asheville Vicariate Faith Formation Leadership Team member,

speaks during the "Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus" conference at Immaculata

School Aug. 2L

be affected," she said.

Elaborating on the types of prayer

— praise, petition, intercession and con-

trition— Stowe said the most important

aspect of prayer is to remember that "we

are on a journey to God."

Girton offered a session on the lit-

urgy.

"I spoke about how the Catholic lit-

urgy is framed and the history ofhow it

developed into its present form," she

said.

Through proclamation of the Word,
Christ is encountered in the liturgy of

the Word, one of four signs of God's

Many Annuity Owners
Lose Money.
Will YOU?

Some annuity owners lose money because they didn't know

what questions to ask when they bought, and their salesperson

did not volunteer any information.

If you own an annuity or are considering taking advantage of

their many benefits, my FREE report, "Using Guaranteed

Annuities to Help You Survive Your Retirement, " will tell you

what questions to ask.

The report is FREE and shows you how to get more benefits

from your existing assets and help preserve your annuity value.

Call 800-800-4960, ext. 7405 (24 hours)

for your FREE report! A mcmEiiu dT£e "
1

Dr. Richard Pucciarelli

Certified Senior Advisor

Member ofAsset Protectors and Advisors Group

presence, said Girton.

'The other signs are creation, the

liturgy of the Eucharist and the ecclesi-

astical community," she said.

Girton said it is Christ who speaks

when Scriptures are read, and he is al-

ways present, especially at liturgical cel-

ebrations. For example, she said, when
someone is baptized, it is Christ who is

baptizing.

"We get grace even when we are not

aware of it. If you open up your heart,

you get more grace," said Girton. "We
can choose to just get by or fill up the

whole room with grace. Christ is there

whether we put anything in or not."

In addition to the conference,

Asheville Vicariate Faith Formation
Leadership Team also sponsors an an-

nual catechist reflection day in January

and a catechist appreciation Mass and

dinner in May.

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed to

this story.

SETTING FAITH ABLAZE

Workshop educates,

enriches diocesan

catechists
BY KAREN A. EVANS

STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — More than 400
catechists in the southern region of the

Diocese of Charlotte attended- the

"Hearts on Fire" workshop at St. Mat-
thew Church Aug. 28.

Sponsored by the southern region of

the diocesan Office of Faith Formation,

the workshop provided catechists and
other ministers with enrichment and

education for adult education, youth

ministry and RCIA ministries.

"The workshop provided spiritual

enrichment, creative approaches and
sound methods for enriching our faith

formation programs in our parishes," said

Franciscan Sister Ann Lyons, southern

region coordinator of faith formation.

Breakout sessions addressed topics

including teaching religion and the

Bible; fostering a Catholic identity in

young people; helping adults learn about

and live out their faith; multiculturalism;

and prayer labyrinths.

Norbertine Father Alfi-ed McBride
presented the keynote address, "A Sea-

son of New Beginnings: Bringing Faith

and Love to Your Faith Formation Pro-

grams." Father McBride teaches homi-

letics at Pope John XXIII Seminary and

is the author of several books.

Bishop Peter J. Jugis celebrated the

closing liturgy.

"The day served as ah energizing

force and gave catechists information for

the new school year," said Sister Lyons.
|

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Cathy Rusin speaks to participants at

the "Hearts on Fire" worl^shop held at

St Matthew Church Aug 28.

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E. l]idependeiif*e Blvd., Charlotte

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-:2336

Biggest
Selection

Driverswanted^

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing Could Be Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

#1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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How she spent her summer
Teen-ager collects shoes forBiscoeparishioners

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

MATTHEWS — WhUe her class-

mates worked at fast food restaurants or

sunned themselves on Myrtle Beach,

Kelly Santore spent her summer collect-

ing 142 pairs of shoes.

Most didn't fit her feet. Many
weren't her style. And none ofthem were

added to the 20 pairs already in her

closet

Instead, Kelly and her family sorted

each pair by size and style, packed them

in the family car and drove to Our Lady

ofthe Americas Church in Biscoe Aug. 8.

Kelly, a sophomore at Piedmont

THEORTOPY
434 Chariotle Avenue. P O. Box 11 586

Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

(803) 327-2097

Contemplative Prayer —
A Continuing Silence

8 pm Friday - 3pm Saturday

Sept. 10-n, Dec. 3-4,

March 4-5, June 3-4

A continuing community of prayer support

gathers every quarter at The Oratory. Arrive

on Friday evening for a quiet, private evening

to prepare for Saturday. Or come as a

commuter on Saturday.

Cost: $35 - commuter

$65 - overnight

Perinatal Loss:

Remembrance
and Healing

7:30 pm Fri.,Sept.24—
4 pm Sat., Sept. 25

Cathy Connelly

and Martha Beahm

For mothers and fathers who have lost a child

during pregnancy or early infancy, whether 30

days or 30 years ago. Martha is an ordained

minister; Cathy is a chaplain and registered

nurse who has experienced this loss.

Cost: $45 - commuter (lunch included)

$65 - overnight

Centering Prayer:

An Introduction

7 pm Fri.,Oct.22—
Noon Sun., Oct. 24

Joan Ricci Hurst

This weekend Is for those who want to learn

and/or renew the method of Centering Prayer

as presented by Thomas Keating. Joan is a

commissioned presenter for Contemplative

Outreach Ltd.

Cost$ 70 - Satlunch and supper included

$120 - overnight

High School and a parishioner of St.

John Neumann Church, decided in mid-

June to collect shoes for the children of

Our Lady of the Americas Church, most
of whom are Hispanic.

'They don't have what we have —
many of them can't go back-to-school

shopping," Kelly said.

When she first considered the idea

for a shoe drive, she asked Father Tho-
mas Meehan, pastor of St. John
Neumann Church, if she could ask the

parishioners for donations of new shoes.

Father Meehan encouraged Kelly to

"go for it" said Debbie Santore, Kelly's

mom.

"He was proud that a teen-ager

would want to do something like that,"

Kelly said.

Initially, she made 60 shoe-shaped

tags and posted them on a bulletin board

in the church. Within a week, all the tags

were gone and Kelly made 50 more.

When those disappeared as well, her

aunt made a sign for the church saying

that although the tags were all taken,

Kelly was still taking donations.

Connie Milligan, director of reli-

gious education at St. John Neumann
Church, was impressed that Kelly took

the initiative to start the shoe-drive

project.

Courtesy photo by Debbie Santore

Kelly Santore sits among the 142 pairs of new shoes she collected for Our Lady of

the Americas Church during the summer. "I knew they needed shoes when they went

back to school," she said of the school-age parishioners of the Biscoe church.

Check out our new ideasfor school andfaithformation!

Serving the carounas for over 23 years !

Tl

CARpUNA CATHOIIC
m BOOKSHOPPE m—«

Special Cards, Religious Articles,
Unique Gifts

Mon.-Fri. 9:30 AM - 5:30 pm Sat. 9:30 am - 3 pm
WWW.CAROLINACATHOUCBOOKS.COM

4410-fMonroe Road, Charlotte NC 704-342-2878 FAX 704-334-3313

OFFICE PRODUCTS
& FURNITURE

Huge Discounts

Negotiable Pricing
On-Line Ordering

FREE Delivery

FREE 'RUSH" Delivery

349-E West Tremont Ave.

Charlotte, NC 28203
Mobile: (980) 721-8112

Fax: (704) 342-1904

tationers

tar

Lynn Murphy (704) 375-3206 ext. 20, or (800) 832-6218
lynnmurphy@starstationers.com

KEEP YOUR $ IN LOCAL BUSINESSESI

"I hope that other

teen-agers will be

inspired to follow

Kelly's example an(d

take steps toward

helping others."

Connie Milligan

"I hope that other teen-agers will be

inspired to follow Kelly's example and

take steps toward helping others," said

Milligan.

Kelly is planning on collecting shoes

again next summer, and hopes to accu-

mulate even more pairs by including her

neighbors as well as the parishioners of

St. John Neumann Church.

"I'd like to get 150 or even 200 pairs

next year," she said.

"They were so grateful," said Kelly of

the approximately 200 parishioners

who came to Mass early to select a pair

of shoes. "A bunch of the kids thanked

me for them and their parents were so

happy."

Contact Staff' Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

C
C
c

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 MonroeM Charlotte, NC28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Ku2;ma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

k'nij^hn of(^nlumhus

BUYING a
Home?
Want a

REBATE fronn

your REALTOR?

' (704)321,-2859

Deer Park Realty

www.deerparkrealty.net
Vou Full S«ruke Real Eitote Finn for the Carollnai
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Back to school in diocese

SCHOOLS, from page 1

Numerous staff meetings were held

o\'er the summer for new principals, new
teachers and all teachers' assistants. Ad-
ditionally, all new teachers attended a

religious in-service day with Mercy Sis-

ter Maureen Meehan, director of reli-

gious education in schools.

"When meeting so many of the new
teachers in the diocese in early August,

you can't help but be re-energized by

their enthusiasm," said Cherry.

"Overall enrollment is up in the dio-

cese again, and we expect this trend to

continue," she added.

Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools

saw its highest enrollment in its 14*-year

history, with Charlotte Catholic High
School at more than double its enrollment

when the MACS system began in 1992.

Other Catholic schools in the diocese

are growing also. A pre-kindergarten

class has been added to Our Lady of the

Assumption School in Charlotte and a

seventh-grade class has been added at

St. Mark School in HuntersvUle.

"What a privilege it is for our com-
munity to ensure that Catholic schools

continue to flourish as centers of faith,

hope and love within the Diocese of

Charlotte," said Father James Hawker,

vicar of education and pastor of St. Luke
Church in Mint Hill.

"Our Lady ofMercy School has got-

ten off to a wonderful start," said Sandra

McMonagle, principal. "Open houses

were well-attended, orientation of new
parents eased the transition into their

new school community and a second

second-grade class was opened."

The new school year also features

three new principals to the diocesan

school system.

Asheville Catholic School has Donna
Gilson, formerly a teacher at Asheville

Catholic; Immaculate Heart of Mary
School in High Point has Wanda Garrett,

formerly a music teacher at the school;

and St. Mark School has Debbie Butler,

who was previously assistant principal at

St. Gabriel School in Charlotte.

Broadening horizons

The National Catholic Educational

Association (NCEA) reports 34 new

Catholic schools opened during the last

school year, while 123 were closed or

consolidated for a net loss of 45 schools.

Although the national Catholic enroll-

ment declined by 2.7 percent during last

year, 2,801 Catholic schools — more
than one-third of the total— have wait-

ing lists.

Michael Guerra, NCEA president,

said that the closings come at a cross-

roads in the history of Catholic schools.

"This past year, NCEA marks its

centennial celebration and is observing

100 years of U.S. Catholic education," he

said. "For more than a century, Catholic

schools have been a force in the nation,

providing a strong academic and Chris-

tian education for students. The loss of

these schools is a significant loss for our

country."

"The Charlotte Diocese is proud of

our increase in enrollment and no
school closings on the horizon," said

Cherry. "The Catholic community con-

tinues to grow in the diocese and that is

reflected in a growing interest in our

Catholic schools."

Catholic education

Catholic schools in the Diocese of

Charlotte "propose to create an environ-

ment in which the teachings of Jesus are

promoted and proclaimed as the basis of

values they teach and uphold," as stated

on the diocesan Web site.

"It is important in today's society for

students to have a safe haven to practice

their religious beliefs," said Roberta

Hutchcraft, principal of Our Lady of

Grace School in Greensboro. "A Catholic

school offers such an opportunity within

an environment of excellent academic

education."

'The Catholic school is a graced en-

vironment in which the participants are

invited and enabled to grow in their

knowledge and love of God," said Father

Hawker.

"At the same time, students are as-

sisted to cultivate their talents and gifts

even as they are challenged to respond to

the needs of others," he said. 'There is no
doubt, then, that the Catholic school con-

tributes uniquely to the educational mis-

sion of the Catholic Church."

Contact Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese. org.

CATHOLIC WOMEN'S DAY CELEBRATION:
A Day to Rejoicel

Satiirclay Sept. 25 9 am - 3 pm
St. Galiriel Cliurcli, Cliarlotte

All Catkolic women are invited, to join us for
*

prayer and laughter— plus music provided ty

tlie nationally-known trio "Perfect Blend:

A Little Jazz - A Little Swin^." ^

Info: 704-364-5431
.

Cost: $10 includes fcreaUfast & luncK

REGISTRATION REQUIRED - DECLINE is Sept. 20

Don't wait as space is limited!! Register NOW^!
Please make checks to: St. Gabriel/Women's Day and mail to:

St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd., Charlotte, NC 28211

School smiles

Courtesy Photo

Sully Alvis and Anita Parker, first-graders at St. Ann School in Charlotte, pose for

a photo during their first day back to school Aug. 16.

BiSHOP MC;iliNNE
School ^||{|

1

Catholic High

College preparatory program of the

highest quality

Spiritual life focused on personal growth

grounded in meaningful values

State-of-the-art facility conveniently

located in the heart of the Triad

Low Student/teacher ratio

Extensive athletic, technology and fine

arts programs

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, November 1 7th, 7:30 p.m.

For more information call: 336-564-101

1

or visit our website at www.bmhs.us

1 725 NC Hwy 66 South • Kernersville, NC 27284

i
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PREPARING FOR GLASS

New teachers learn

Scripture, Catholic identity

at in-service days

BY SUSAN deGUZMAN
CORRESPONDENT

WINSTON-SALEM — Prepara-

tions for the 2004-05 Catholic school

year recently brought new teachers in

the diocese together.

In-service workshops for teachers

on Scripture and Catholic identity were

held at St. Leo the Great School in Win-
ston-Salem Aug. 5 and Holy Trinity

Catholic Middle School Aug. 6.

Linda Cherry, superintendent of di-

ocesan Catholic schools, joined the gath-

ering of 1 7 teachers at St. Leo the Great

School.

"Mrs. Cherry encouraged teachers

in their responsibility to share the

Catholic faith," said Georgette
Schraeder, principal.

Danita McDonald, a workshop pre-

senter and religion teacher at Bishop

McGuinness Catholic High School in

KernersvUle, felt that Cherry was the

real "star of the show."

"How many superintendents of

school systems took the time to attend

their new teacher meetings?" asked

McDonald. "It was a great blessing that

Mrs. Cherry could be there with us."

The in-services, organized by
Mercy Sister Maureen Meehan, director

of diocesan religious education in

schools, featured presentations by
Mercy Sister Mary Hugh Maudlin, as-

sociate professor of mathematics and re-

ligion at Limestone College in Gafiriey,

S.C.

"Sister Maureen arranged a very in-

formative program for beginning teach-

ers to our Catholic school system, espe-

cially for those who are not Catholic,"

said Mercy Sister Emma Yondura.

Sister Yondura, first-grade teacher

and religion coordinator at St. Leo the

Great School, addressed the primary

grade teachers about the Sadlier Reli-

gion Program.

Similar workshops were offered at

both in-services by McDonald at St. Leo

the Great and by Mary Jane Dawson,

campus minister at Charlotte Catholic,

at Holy Trinity.

The workshops addressed sixth-

through 12th-grade teachers on the

Spirited maneuvers

Photo by Susan deGuzman

Father Johnathan Hanic (background), parochial vicar at St. Leo the Great Church

in Winston-Salem, joins students in the Chicken Dance between a students vs. priests

volleyball game at St. Leo the Great School Aug. 20. The match was part of the

school's "Olympic Spirit Games" during the first week of classes.

diocese's youth ministry model for

working with adolescents. McDonald
and Dawson outlined the characteristics

of the "Net generation" and augmented it

with examples of a student-directed

model for learning.

Sister Meehan will hold additional

workshops for Catholic schoolteachers

throughout the school year, including

several simultaneous workshops with

nationally known speakers at various

locations in the diocese Sept. 17.
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WELCOME BACK MASS

Photo by Carole McGrotfy

Hands are extended during a blessing of Ashevilie Catholic School's faculty and

staff during a welcome back Mass at St. Eugene Church Aug. 20.

Students learn importance

ofbeing 'blessed and happy'
BY CAROLE McGROTTY

CORRESPONDENT

ASHEVILLE — The back-to-

school buzz was evident at Ashevilie

Catholic School's "welcome back" Mass
for students, faculty and staff Aug. 20.

During the evening Mass, the con-

gregation extended their hands to join in

the blessing of the school's faculty and

staff Each class also chose a symbol and

placed it before the altar to be blessed by

Father Francis Cancro, pastor of St. Eu-

gene Church. The symbols will be kept

in each classroom to remind the students

of God's love for them.

The new school year's theme is the

beatitudes — students will explore 'the

eight beatitudes both in and out of the

classroom.

In his homily. Father Cancro urged

the students "to begin the school year

knowing that work is blessed and
happy."

"You will learn more about your-

selves, your teachers; have new opportu-

nities; make new friends; learn new
things and how to show others God's

presence by showing how blessed and

happy God makes all of us," said Father

Cancro.

After Mass, students, parents, fac-

ulty and staff adjourned to the school

cafeteria for a catered dinner.

IHM student essays win
LAOH competitions

HIGH POINT— An essay written

by Austin Grant, a student at Immacu-
late Heart ofMary School, recently rep-

resented North Carolina at the national

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians

(LAOH) Irish history competition.

Grant's essay on Maureen O'Hara

won first place in the middle school

category at the LAOH's state competi-

tion earlier this year.

Elizabeth Sheffield, also a student

at Immaculate Heart of Mary School,

won third place in the middle school

category of the state competition for

her essay on Anne McCaffrey, which

was also presented at the national

competition.

IHM Students' poetry

published
HIGH POINT — The poetry of

seven students from Immaculate
Heart of Mary School has been
selected for publication in the 2004

edition of the Anthology of Poetry by

Young Americans.

Submissions are selected based on

originality, rhythmic sounds, rhymes

and audience appeal. This is the 14th

year the book has been printed by An-
thology of Poetry, Inc.

The students are Christa Dolan,

Elizabeth Gooding, Hope GriflTin, Katie

Shank, Zachary Scott, Kara Walker and

Liza Watkins. All are students of Lynn
Hamilton, sixth-through-eighth-grade

English teacher.

Best wishes for the 2004 - 2005 school year

ACT 11515VanstoryDr.-#110A

Huntersville Business Park

Huntersvllie, NC 28078

(704) 875-0432 (800) 345-6392

Fax (704) 875-8128

OFFICE CITY

America's Office Supplier • Serving the Charlotte area since 1 970

IHM athletic director

receives DSA
HIGH POINT — The North

Carolina Athletic Officials Associa-

tion has honored Kathy Brasiskis

with its 2004 Distinguished Service

Award.

Brasiskis, physical education and
athletic director at Immaculate Heart
of Mary School, is a member of the

Triad Volleyball Officials Associa-

tion. She received the award for her

more than 10 years of officiating

middle and high school volleyball

matches throughout the Triad area.

Catholic school cookout I

Courtesy Photo

The first day of classes at Immaculate Heart of Mary School In High Point let out

early for a back-to-school cookout for students, parents and staff at Immaculate

Heart of Mary Church Aug. 18. The cookout, sponsored by the Parent-Teacher

Organization, offered a chance for all involved to reconnect and share fellowship.

Chariotte Catholic High School (9-12)

7702 Pineville-Matthews Road • Charlotte

Holy Trinity Catholic lUlddle School (6-8)

3100 Park Road -Charlotte

St. Ann Catholic School (K-5)

600 Hillside Avenue • Charlotte

St. Gabriel Catholic School (K-S)

3028 Providence Road • Charlotte

St. Mark Catholic School (K-7)

14750 Stumptown Road • Huntersville

St. Matthew Catholic School (K-S)

11525 Elm Lane -Charlotte

St. Patrick Catholic School (K-5)

1125 Buchanan Street -Charlotte

Our Lady ofthe Assumption Catholic School (PK-5)

4225 Shamrock Drive - Charlotte

The tradition of Charlotte's Catholic Schools

dates back to 1929 with the operiing ofour first

school— continuing a strong tradition of

academic excellence for over 75years.

Giveyour child the opportunity to experience

what a faith-based education can mean.

M«cUinbiii« Ana Cathofe SclBdli

Faith. Tradition. Academic Excellence.

www.diariottediocese.org/cathoiicschools

or call the Admissions Office 704-370-3273

I
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Parochial play

Courtesy Photo

Debby Heaton's kindergarten students enjoy their first day back at school with

some fun on the playground at Our Lady of Mercy School in Winston-Salem Aug. 20.

iOLM student accepted to leadership conference
WINSTON-SALEM — One stu-

dent at Our Lady of Mercy School will

soon experience a unique enrichment

opportunity.

Sixth-grader Amanda Gavin has

been accepted to participate in the

Congressional Youth Leadership
Council in Washington, D.C., Oct. 16-

21. The conference offers education

leadership conferences for outstanding

young people from across the country

who exhibit strong scholastic merit,

maturity and responsibility.

Amanda was nominated by her

fifth-grade teacher, Jean Degnan, for

her academic achievements and poten-

tial leadership ability. Amanda will

spend the week at the program for

rising sixth- and seventh-graders and

have the opportunity for leadership

development, educational experiences

and personal growth. She will also be

able to visit national monuments and

museums.

You re Invited!
to

Room At The Inn's

Tenth Annual Banquet

Charlotte Convention Center

Thursday, October 14, 2004

Featured Speaker

Jennifer O'Neill
Internationally acclaimed actress,

film and television star

Jennifer O'Neill became a household name with her starring role in the classic film, "Summer

of "42," and as the spokesperson for Clover (lirl Cosmetics for an unprecedented thirty years.

A post-abonivc woman herself, she is the celebrity spokesperson for the National Silent No More
Awareness Campaign. Ms. O'Neill makes regular pro-life, pro-femily appearances on lutional

television shows such as "The O'Reilly Factor" and '"fhe View."

Registration/Reception: 5:30pm
Dinner: 7:00pm

Reservations arefreey but required.

To makeyour reservation or to host a table ofeight, contact Megan Kimmel

(704) 525-4673 ext. 10, iroomattheinn@carolina.rr.com by September 30th.

Room At The Inn is a pro-life Catholic maternity homeproviding

an alternative to abortionfor single pregnant women.

OLG teacher bears witness to anti-Semitism
GREENSBORO — A middle

school teacher at Our Lady of Grace

School recently got an eye-opening look

at anti-Semitism.

Bobbie Gaski, an arts and literature

teacher at the school, participated in the

five-day 2004 Bearing Witness Summer
Institute in Washington, D.C., June 25-30.

The institute is offered to Catholic

schoolteachers to help them become bet-

ter equipped to teach not only about the

Holocaust, but also about the evils of

prejudice, hatred and bigotry. The

program's objectives include under-

standing the core components of anti-

Semitism after the Holocaust, acquiring

tools to recognize anti-Semitism and un-

derstanding the continued need to fight

anti-Semitism.

Gaski and all other Bearing Wit-

ness participants were invited to

travel to Poland to visit the concentra-

tion camp sites and to participate in

the Holocaust Memorial March on
May 3, 2005. The trip is fully funded

by the institute.

Olympics, song and fi

during OLG's first weeli
GREENSBORO — It was a busy

back-to-school week at Our Lady of

Grace School.

Middle school students held an

Olympic celebration Aug. 25. Teams
dressed in the colors of the Olympic

rings and enjoyed an afternoon of toss-

ing Frisbees, softball, relays and other

tests of athletic prowess.

The Olympic torch and United

States flag were brought into the

gymnasium by eighth-graders Ross

Diachenko and Matthew Armstrong
to the cheers of the participants and

spectators.

The school choir, composed of sec-

ond-graders and higher, performed dur-

ing the opening Mass of the school year,

celebrated by Father Frank O'Rourke,

pastor of Our Lady of Grace Church,

Aug. 29. The liturgy for the Mass was

provided by the eighth-grade class.

Students and parents enjoyed the

film "Finding Nemo" during Back-to-

School Movie Night in the cafeteria

Aug. 20. A highlight of the evening,

sponsored by the school's Parent-

Teacher Organization, was a drawing

for "Nemo's cousin," Nomo, a fish swim-

ming in his own fishbowl.

Middle-school students dress in the colors of the Olympic rings, which they form in

the gymnasium of Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro Aug. 25.

Come with us to MEDJUGORJE
October 18-26, 2004

Visit FatherJozo and visionaries (ifavailable), Podbrdo,

Apparition Hill, Mt. Krizevac andMUCHMORE

$1764 per person

Price includes fUglit from Qreensirara, alrpoit taxes, accommodations

at Santa Maria House and breaiifast and dinner daily.

^y^/^^ new Covenant Bookstore

rOVenuni PiattI Oameron 336-760-1673
''Baaisiore newcovenantbookstorc.com



12 The Catholic News & Herald

AROUND THE DIOCESE
September 3, 2004

Divino Redentor dedicated in Boonville

DEDICATION, from page 1

Divino Redentor Church was dedi-

cated by Bishop Peter J. Jugis Aug. 2 1

.

"It's a blessing to dedicate our

church to the holy Eucharist," said Fa-

ther Fidel Melo, pastor.

The establishment of Divino

Redentor (Divine Redeemer) unites the

mission churches of La Iglesia del

Sagrado Corazon de Jesus in Dobson
and Christo Rey Hispanic Center in

Yadkinville.

"(This church) is very important

for this area," said Gabriel Carvajal, a

seminarian for the Diocese of Charlotte

and a native of Mexico. "It is a great

opportunity for Hispanics to express

their faith while keeping the values of

their culture."

During the two-hour bilingual

Mass, more than 600 parishioners and

special guests watched as Bishop Jugis

blessed the church with holy water, holy

chrism oil and incense, "to signify the

superabundant grace and holiness of the

sacrifice of Christ."

By the early 1980s, a significant

number of Hispanics had arrived in

Yadkin County to work in the tobacco

and textile industries.

This population was predominately

Catholic, and the Diocese of Charlotte

responded by establishing a migrant

ministry, eventually named Cristo Rey
(Christ the King), in Yadkinville in the

summer of 1982.

In 1985, La Iglesia del Sagrado

Corazon de Jesus (Sacred Heart of Jesus

Church) was established 20 miles north

in Dobson. The local community con-

verted a former housing facility for mi-

grant workers into a church.

"We are very happy and humbly
proud to be here and to be part of the

pioneers in this area as Catholics and

Hispanics," said Father Melo.

Photos by Karen A. Evans

Above: More than 600 parishioners gath

Boonville dedication Mass Aug. 28. Below:

er outside Divino Redentor Church in

Bishop higis annoints a church door.

Within a few years, the Hispanic

population had grown so significantly

that the parishioners of Sagrado
Corazon de Jesus and Christo Rey had

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll inten-iew and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up tf) 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers arc thoroughly screened.
y04- 549 4010

E-mail us at Jill.Stewart@VisitingAngels.com

outgrown their facilities. By 2000,

plans were underway for a new
18,000 square-foot facility that would
serve as worship, educational and
gathering space for Yadkin County's

Catholics. Twenty acres of land were
purchased in Boonville, at the mid-

point between Cristo Rey and Sagrado

Corazon de Jesus.

The $1.5 million facility was com-

pleted in January 2003 and Father Melo
began celebrating Mass soon after. Fol-

lowing the episcopal ordination of

Bishop Jugis in October 2003, the pro-

cess of selecting a name for the new
Hispanic center was underway.

To keep in line with the largely His-

panic population, the Spanish name Di-

vino Redentor was chosen for the

church.

Father Melo said the new church

was designed to make the Hispanic pa-

rishioners, most of whom are natives of

Mexico, feel at home. The exterior fea-

tures stucco walls and a red tile roof The
crucifix and altar that adorn the church

were crafted in Mexico.

"We have a heavy responsibility to

be a strong presence of the Catholic

Church, especially by showing what is

UPCOMING PILGRIMAGES

2004
Ne4jugoije - Oct. 18-26

Shrine of Elizabeth Ann Seton
Emmitsburg, Nd. - Nov. 5-7

New Covenant Bool&store

Winston-Salem, NC
336-760-1673

2005
Lourdes, France - February

(off season prices)

Shrine of Max. Kolbe - July

Call for details

NewCovenantBookstore.com

the essence of us as Catholic Christians,"

said Father Melo. "We must communi-
cate the kindness of God to each of us

through the way we behave within our

relationships with others."

Contact Staff" Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

WANT MORE INFO?

For more on the history of Divino

Redentor, please see the Parish Pro-

file on page 20.

Survey: Hispanics
*

want to keep culture i

while integrating into I

US. life I

WASHINGTON (CNsj — Manf
Hispanics believe that they can be a part

of the U.S. mainstream and still retain a

distinctive culture and language, accord-

ing to a national survey.

The poll of 2,288 Hispanic citizens

and noncitizens showed that 83 percent

view the United States as made up of

many cultures. Only 10 percent agree(^

that "the United States has a single cor6

Anglo-Protestant culture."

Regarding assimilation, 38 percent

said it is very important for "racial and'

ethnic groups to change so that they

blend into the larger society, as in th4

idea of a melting pot of cultures" and 3J

percent said that such blending is som^
what important. i

However, 66 percent said that it iS

very important for Hispanics to main^

tain their distinct culture and 63 percent

said that it is very important that future

generations of U.S. Hispanics speak

Spanish.

The national survey, conducted by

the Pew Hispanic Center and the Kaisar

Family Foundation to report on Hii^

panic political views, was based on tel#

phone interviews conducted April 21-

June 9. The survey had a margin of error

of plus or minus 2.83 percent.

Roberto Suro, Pew Hispanic Cente^

director, said the results indicate a

"seeming paradox" in the willingness to

blend in and the desire to maintain a

distinctive culture and preserve Spanish,

But these are not perceived as mutu-

ally exclusive by Hispanics, said Suro.

"There is a perception that this is a

country where it is possible to be in the

mainstream and maintain a distinct!

identity," he said.

Regarding what an immigrant has

to do to be part of U.S. society, 79 per-

cent said an immigrant has to believe ir

the Constitution; 65 percent said vote ir

elections; 55 percent said speak English

and 54 percent said be a citizen.

A parallel survey of all Americans

showed that 92 percent believed th<

United States is made up of many cul-

tures and only 5 percent said it has «

single Anglo-Protestant culture. .

toe

teni|

p!ac

Cur;
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LABORS OF FAITH

Courtesy Photo

Clayton Strickland, a member of Boy Scout Troop 174 at St. Gabriel Church, and his

father, Erving, stand in front of the prayer garden patio they constructed at Bishop

Emeritus William G. Curlin's house.

Scout earns award for work

at bishop emeritus' liouse
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — Clayton
Strickland, a member of Boy Scout

Troop 174 at St. Gabriel Church, earned

his Eagle Scout award by doing some
unique handiwork at Bishop Emeritus

William G. Curlin's house.

"My Eagle Scout project was to

build and construct a prayer garden pa-

tio, including an arbor to house a statue

of Mary," said Clayton, 17, a Charlotte

Catholic High School senior.

In late 2002, Clayton approached

Msgr. Richard BeUow about doing work
at the parish to earn the award. Instead,

Msgr. Bellow spoke about the "perfect

project" at Bishop Curlin's house, said

Clayton.

Clayton and his father, Erving, then

met with Bishop Curlin.

'Tlie bishop was very open to ev-

erything. He had a few suggestions and

we went from there," said Clayton.

The Scout took photographs and
measurements of the backyard. In addi-

tion to doing research, Erving advised

his son to discuss the project with his

troop's leaders who had assisted other

Scouts with their service projects.

Clayton also researched the Char-

lotte area to find other grottos and arbors

to measure and photograph for reference.

"I looked in magazines and land-

scaping books for inspiration and ideas

on the design and layout of patios and
arbors," he said. "From our initial meet-
ing and through my research, I at-

tempted to incorporate in my design and
plan the wishes and ideas of Bishop
Curlin."

Clayton compiled the ideas and for-

mulated a plan.

"I developed a three-dimensional

computer generated model of the project

and presented it to Bishop Curlin for his

approval," .said Qayton. "From there, I

set out to compile a li.st of materials and

contact people to assist on the project."

The enterprising teen-ager gathered

volunteers at troop meetings. "I sought

the advice of Eagle Scouts from our

troop, whom I have helped previously,

for assistance with my project," he said.

With his team assembled, Clayton

served on the project as organizer and

leader of the other Scouts, making sure

everyone was assigned a task that fit his

ability.

"I was responsible for making sure

that the tasks were being completed in a

safe, satisfactory and efficient manner,"

he said.

Clayton had planned to complete

the project by September 2003. But the

project's scale increased along with other

challenges, such as coordinating sched-

ules. In the end, the project, completed in

January 2004, cost almost $2,000 and

involved more than 300 hours of labor.

Clayton, who plans to become an

officer in the U.S. military, didn't mind
all the hard work.

"My life purpose is to help others,"

he said. "I have learned from firsthand

experience that a strong faith and family

on which you can depend are most criti-

cal to personal happiness and the inner

strength to face all of life's challenges."

Cla3^on is proud of his project, and
said the bishop has received many com-
pliments on his handiwork.

'The final appearance of the grotto

has greatly added to the beauty of the

backyard," he said. 'The project is the

focal point of the backyard and can been

seen from any of the windows at the

back of the house, especially the living

room through the glass doors.

"It is very durable and will last for

many years," he added. "It turned out

better than we could have imagined."

Contact Editor Kevin E. Murray by

calling (704) 370-3334 or e-mail

kemurray@charlottediocese.org.

"We've always made smart
decisions. Movmg to Pennybym

is one of them."

" Wefound their

refundable progtnm

to be terrific. For

instance, you can

choose to have 50% or

90% ofyour investment

returned toyour estate,

depending on how much
you put down. We like

having that kind of
financialflexibility.

"

Call today and learn

how you call share in our

unique retirement lifestyle.

Call 1-336-886-4103 or

toll free 1-866-627-9343.

Chuck and Marilyn Whitcomb

are among the many fiiture

residents of Pennybyrn at Maryfield.

Located on 66 magnificent acres

in High Point, Pennybyrn will be

a new, independent retirement

community offering an easy,

maintenance-free lifestyle plus

the security of a)ntinuing care.

Featuring new, elegandy appointed

apiu^tments and cottages, superior

amenities and friendly walking

trails through wooded vistas,

Pennybyrn didn't just appeal to

Chuck and Marilyn's aesthetic

sense, it also appealed to their

financial sense.

peMKlVBVRKI
a' MARYFIELD

A Continuing Care Retirement Community
Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servaits of the Mother of God
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Irish cardinal says action needed

to preventenvironmental disaster

BY CIAN MOLLOY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

DUBLIN, Ireland — Effective ac-

tion must be taken soon at the interna-

tional, national and local levels to pre-

vent an environmental catastrophe and

growing interracial conflicts, said retired

Cardinal Cahal Daly of Armagh, North-

ern Ireland.

Speaking at the launch of his new
book, "The Minding of Planet Earth," in

Belfast Aug. 23, the cardinal said: "Much
of what has been done up to now is mere

tokenism, given the scale of looming cri-

sis. There must be changes of life and

lifestyle, and these do not come without

cost."

'X,ife in accordance with the Gospel

ofJesus Christ is relevant to the survival

of life on this planet, as much as it is

relevant to the salvation of souls," he

said. "Christian conversion and ecologi-

cal 'conversion' converge."

The book has been in development

for a long time, the cardinal said in a

telephone interview with Catholic News
Service.

'TVly interest began when teaching

philosophy in Queens," he said, referring

to the 2 1 years he spent as a lecturer in

scholastic philosophy at Queen's Uni-

versity, Belfast, before becoming a

bishop in 1967.

"My interest increased when I be-

came bishop, because of my pastoral du-

ties," he said. "I was very concerned dur-

ing my ministry about the problem of

poverty and the link between poverty

and violence in Northern Ireland."

The cardinal said poor people are

not violent, but when people perceive

themselves as excluded fi"om society or

that society is hostile or an enemy to

them, it is easier for those who wish to

foment violence to find an audience.

The cardinal said he takes Pope
John Paul IPs 1990 World Day of Peace

message as a call for "positive action,"

and that message motivated him to

write his book. He said he could not

begin writing regularly until his retire-

ment in October 1996.

"There was a great deal of reading,

preparation and reflection required," the

cardinal said.

In his book, the cardinal argues that

religion and science are not incompat-

ible.

"Contemporary culture has inher-

ited a centuries-old mind-set, to the effect

that religion, and specifically Christian-

ity, is inherently hostile to science," he

said at the book launch. "My book ques-

tions this mind-set. It contends that, on

the contrary, Christianity made a vital

contribution to the birth of modem sci-

ence."

The cardinal said the last chapter of

his book challenges the idea that hu-

mans have been given dominion over

the planet.

"Men and women are stewards, not

masters, of the universe. They are given

.

a duty to care for the planet, not a

plunderer's license. Stewardship implies

justice within and between nations, and

especially between rich and poor na-

tions, and between rich and poor citizens

within the same nation," he said.

ENGLISH EDITION OF POPE'S BOOK DUE

IN U.S. BOOKSTORES SEPT 28

NEW YORK (CNS) - "Rise, Let Us Be on Our

Way," the English edition of Pope John Paul ll's

latest book, is due in U.S. bookstores at the end of

September.

The book is an autobiographical reflection on the

pope's 20 years as a bishop in communist Po-

land, from 1958 to 1978.

Released in the original Polish and several other

languages on the pope's 84th birthday May 18,

the book's title was originally translated into En-

glish as "Get Up, Let Us Go."

The book goes on sale Sept. 28.

ONE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Staley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with °Patricl<" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if it were your last!

"A gorgeous work...AN ILLUMINATING, REVELATORY BOOK. "

—Basil Sharp, Author of The Adventure of Being Human

To order, mall check or money order(m credit cards) to:

Pilgrim Publishing. P 0 Box 49544, Charlotte, .\C 28277

$13.95
plus $2.50 shipping

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: SEPT. 12, 2004

Sept 12, Twenty-

fourth Sundayin

Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14

Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19

2) 1 Timothy 1:12-17

3) Gospel: Luke 15:1-32

BY JEAN DENTON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

I hadn't thought much about
John since he dropped out of the con-

firmation program months ago. But
when I saw his mom after Mass the

other day, the mixed emotions he'd

left me with, the parish youth direc-

tor, all came back.

For the first two years of high

school, John had been excited about

his growing relationship with God.

He was active in youth ministry and

emerging as a leader among his peers.

Encouraged in his faith journey by

both adults and youth, who described

him as "on fire" with his faith, he was
chosen for the leadership team of a

diocesan retreat program. Then he

slipped away.

He dropped out of religious edu-

cation class and quit the retreat team

because of work (to pay for a car) and

athletics. Then he decided he didn't

need to be confirmed. He never talked

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCath#lic= Mi^Company
Lake Norman Book Store
La k ^ - -I - n .CatholjcCompany.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

• Unique gifts

& cards

• statues

• Books, rosaries,

inedals

• Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
Mon. thru Sat.

10 am - 6 pm

19905 west Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28

(Johnsbury square - next to Coodwiil)

to me about it — he e-mailed. In his

chip-on-the-shoulder complaint
about confirmation, he said he didn't

need the church's approval of his faith

or the tiresome classes in which he

learned nothing new.

I immediately fired back that he

hadn't learned anything in class be-

cause obviously he'd never listened to

the discussions about sacrament and
church, as his ill-informed comments
demonstrated.

I deleted the message without
sending it.

It was just emotion, written out of

my angry disappointment that we
had failed to reach him.

Not two days later, another youth
minister asked about him, and we
wondered what had pulled John
away from our community. As I said

jia

the words, "I don't think we'll get him ™
back," I had the feeling I was aban-

^
doning an innocent young man.

And when I said, "At least not i , ,

anytime soon," I sensed that I was
i

failing to trust God's desire for John's
j

companionship.

Today, I read the Scripture pas-

sages for this commentary and saw
the angry, disappointed Old Testa-

ment God at first desiring to punish

his people for giving his invitation a

cold shoulder. Then I saw Jesus, the

,

New Covenant, lovingly doing what-

ever it takes to bring in the lost sheep.

Finally, I saw the senior class, and me
— going to find John.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 5 SEPTEMBER 11

Sunday (Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time), Wisdom 9:13-18, Pliilemon 9-10, 12-17, luke^

14:25-33; Monday, 1 Corinthians 5:1-8, Luke 6:6-11; Tuesday, 1 Corinthians 6:1-11, Luke 6:12-19;
"

Wednesday (Nativity of Mary), iVlicah 5:1-4, IVIatthew 1:18-23; Thursday (St. Peter Claver), 1
«

Corinthians 8:1-7, 11-13, Luke 6:27-38; Friday, 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-27, Luke 2:39-42; Satur-

day, 1 Corinthians 10:14-22, Luke 6:43-49

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 12 - SEPTEMBER 18

Sunday (Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14, 1 Timothy 1:12-17,

Luke 15:1-32; Monday (St. John Chrysostom), 1 Corinthians 11:17-26, 33, Luke 7:1-10; Tuesday

(Exaltation of the Holy Cross), Numbers 21:4-9, Philippians 2:6-11, John 3:13-17; Wednesday

(Our Lady of Sorrows), 1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13, John 19:25-27; Thursday (St. Cornelius, St.

Cyprian), 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Luke 7:36-50; Friday (St. Robert Bellarmine), 1 Corinthians' 15:1 2-

20, Luke 8:1-3; Saturday, 1 Corinthians 15:35-37, 42-49, Luke 8:4-15
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A 'Hero' of a movie Rim calls Bush presidency 'most

faith-based' In history

CNS PHOTO FROM Miramax

Zhang Ziyi stars in a scene from "Hero," a stunning tale set in war-torn andent China. Combining

spectacular martial arts sequences with multilayered storytelling, "Hero" is dramatically involving

and imparts a strong anti-violence message. Recurring martial arts violence, an implied sexual

encounter and a ritual suicide. Subtitles. The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification

is A-lll — adults. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG-13 — parents are

strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children under 1 3.

BY TRACY EARLY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

NEW YORK — A new film about

the religious life of President George W.
Bush calls his presidency "the most faith-

based administration - in American his-

tory."

"George W. Bush: Faith in the White
House," offered for preview by reporters

and delegates at the Republican National

Convention in New York, is advertised as

"an alternative program" to Michael

Moore's "Falirenheit 9/ 11."

At a press conference and showing

Aug. 30, producer/director David W.
Balsiger of Loveland, Colo., said he de-

cided to do the film because Bush "seemed

to be walking the talk of his faith more
than others." He did not consult anybody

in the Bush administration, he said.

Balsiger said people in the Christian

community wanted to know if Bush actu-

ally lived the faith he professed, and felt

more comfortable when they learned the

president was a man who began his day

Join the Carmedte Friars

in Prayer as We Honor ^
Saint Theresej The Little Fiower

"Love attracts Cove, .

.

"

In celebration of the Little Flower's life and
spirituality, we would like to include your
intentions in two Novena Masses
from October 2-10 at the National

Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
in Middletown and the Basilica of

Saint Therese in Lisieux, France.

During this special time of prayer,

you may want to honor and petition

Saint Therese by using this lovely

Little Flower Rose Petal Chaplet.

• Made of genuine rose petals,

compressed into rose-

scented beads.

• Silver-lone Saint Therese
medal and chain.

• Comes v^th a helpful prayer card.

Novena Prayer to Saint Therese

J* (To be said eveiy day for nine days.)

O Saint Therese, to you all life was a miracle!

I pray to you. Powerful Intercessor, to lighten my
burdens by asking the Lord for miraculous intervention.

You have promised to let a "shower of roses fall from

Heaven." Please pray with me for His love to wash over

me and heal me—physically emotionally and spiritually

When 1 am alone, reach into my heart v^th peace and

comfort, and when I am afraid, bring me new hope and

strength in the l-ord With confidence, I place in your

hands this special favor (state petition). ~ Amen.

National Shrine of Our Lady of Mount CarmeF"*^

P.O. Box 868 • Carmelite Drive

Middletown, NY 10940-0868 • (845) 344-0876

(Calling Hours: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EST Mon.-Fri.)

Dear Father John,

Please include my intentions in your devotions

honoring Saint Therese beginning October 2:

Please check boxes to receive items

My gift to support CarmeUte mmistries is:

$12 $20 $50 $
My offering is $12 or more. Please send me the

Blessed Rose Petal Chaplet. (The suggested offering

is $12 for each Chaplet requested.)

Please send a FREE Blessed Scapular

My check is enclosed.

Please charge my gift of $ to my:

Exp. Dale /

Acct. #:

Signature

Name

Address
(picjbse pnnl)

Citv State Zip

Phone ( )

Email

Please allow 3-6 wccki for delivery- of items.

Your gi/i is (ax drdudihlc lo the c.xHtM of the law. CNH-TH04

with prayer and Bible reading, and who
was a "caring and compassionate person."

Janet Parshall, a Washington-based

talk-show host, narrates the film, and de-

clares Bush's view of the role of religion is

"right in line with the Founding Fathers."

The official release date is Oct. 5, but

Balsiger said the film would be shown at

the American FUm Renaissance film festi-

val Sept. 10-12 in Dallas. It is also avail-

able for sale in DVD and VHS formats.

Balsiger, who said he had done 85

biblical programs as well as other "fam-

Uy-friendly shows," described himself as a

"secular commercial" producer. But he

said he attended Resurrection Fellow-

ship, a congregation of the Assemblies of

God, and an independent congregation.

Crossroads Church.

Financing for the film, estimated at

nearly $400,000, was put up by Ted and

Audrey Beckett, land developers in Colo-

rado Springs. There, Balsiger said, he at-

tends New Life Church, a congregation

led by the Rev. Ted Haggard.

Rev. Haggard, president of the Na-
tional Association of Evangelicals, is

among numerous individuals .the film

shows commenting favorably on Bush's

religious life.

Balsiger said that although some
presidents had depended on one religious

adviser. Bush drew on the counsel of

many, including Rev. Haggard.

Expressing a desire to maximize im-

pact on the election, Balsiger said the film

would be shown on Christian TV stations

in September and October, and a market-

ing effort was under way to get it into

each of the nation's churches for viewing

in connection with the presidential cam-

paign. He expects to sell a million DVDs,
he said.

It was produced under the auspices

of Grizzly Adams Productions, a com-
pany named for an NBC-TV series it once

produced and plans to revive.

The film emphasizes the change in

Bush from the time he was a heavy

drinker to his later decision to give up

that and other bad habits such as cursing.

But it also stresses his inner religious

change.

In an opening scene, "George W.
Bush: Faith in the Wliite House" shows

candidate Bush sa3ang his favorite phi-

losopher was Christ and explaining that

"he changed my heart."

According to the film, a 1984 meet-

ing with a visiting evangefist in Midland,

Texas, was the beginning of Bush's

"born-again Christian experience."

The experience culminated the fol-

lowing year, the story continues, in a

meeting with the Rev. Billy Graham at

the Bush family home at Kennebunkport,

Maine.

During a walk on the beach. Rev.

Graham reportedly asked Bush, "Are you

right with God?" and got the answer,

"No, but I want to be."

Calling Bush's religious commitment
today a "tough faith," Parshall concludes

in the film that Christians should engage

in the religious and cultural conflicts of

the 2 1st century, and will prevail "ifwe all

join our faith to his."
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Depiction of reiigion on TVgoes in

cycies, says newspaperTV critic
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Multicultural parish community of 3000 families is seeking a

Director of Religious Education to develop, organize and

implement religious education programs for adults and children.

The successful candidate must be a practicing Catholic with an

appropriate degree and several years of religious education

experience and credentials.

Excellent communication & leadership skills and able to work a

flexible schedule. Bi-lingual desired (English/Spanish).

Competitive salary and benefits. Relocation assistance.

Please send resume to

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church,

PO Box 619, Burlington, NC 27216

or e-mail to www.catholic@netpath.net

THIS MONTH IN -1992
Nine churches in the Asheville Vicariate celebrated 500 years of evangelization in the Americas

during a special prayer service and veneration at St. Lawrence Church Sept. 13,1 992. The service

featured the Quincentenary Cross, a replica of the cross that Christopher Columbus planted in San

Salvador in 1 942, and which subsequently was canied to every island and the mainland by Spanish

explorers and missionaries.

YOUTH MINISTER

Multicultural parish community of 3000 families is seeking a Youth

Minister to develop, organize and implement a parish-based youth

program for middle and high school age children.

Candidate must be a practicing Catholic who is energetic and can

work well within a collaborative environment. A degree and 2-3

years of religious education and youth ministry are required.

Must be able to communicate effectively with both adults and children

and able to work a flexible schedule. Bi-lingual prefen-ed

(English/Spanish). Competitive salary and benefits. Relocation assistance.

Please send resume to

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church,

PO Box 619, Burlington, NC 27216

or e-mail to www.catholic@netpath.net

Classifieds

SERVICES

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 845-

1416.

FOR SALE

TOWNHOME: Steele Creek area; 2-story, 2

bedrooms, 15 baths; 1008 sf. Former model
feature.s lots of extras/upgrades; e.stablished

natural areas with tall trees; fridge conveys; ideal

for new grad, road warrior or single. $8S,500.

Show by appointment. 704-252-0922.

REAL ESTATE

TELL US WHAT YOU WANT! We can find

your mountain vacation/retirement

home in Maggie Valley/Waynesville.

Contact Merry Jo or Dick. Four Seasons
Realty Group. 800-554-6356 or email:

rgorham@fourseasonsrealtygroup.com. Enjoy
peaceful mountain living!

BY CHUCK MOODY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

PITTSBURGH — Everything in

television goes in cycles, and that includes

the depiction of religion and the religious

lives of TV characters, said Rob Owen,
TV editor of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.

"Sometimes we can find it in the

most unlikely of places," said Owen of

religious content on series.

"For instance, that episode of The
West Wing' ... entitled Two Cathedrals,'

where President (Josiah) Bartlet is curs-

ing at God inside the National Cathedral

in Latin," he said. "A powerflil scene."

"It dealt with religion in a way that

real people deal with it," Owen said.

"Real people get angry at God. Real

people have doubts about God. But too

often on television you don't see that

depicted. Instead, you see the saccharine

Touched by an Angel' quasi-spiritual

element of purported relationships with

God."

'There are ways that religion deals

with TV that are both obvious and sim-

plistic, and perhaps not as obvious and a

little more complex," he said.

Owen, who also is the lead TV
writer for Scripps-Howard News Ser-

vice, said TV shows tend to deal more
with spirituality and less with religion.

"'Joan of Arcadia' doesn't really deal

with a religion specifically," he said. "It

deals more with an idea of God that

comes out of probably Judeo-Christian

tradition, but it deals more with God

than it does with the idefe of organized

religion certainly."

"'Joan,' though, is a show that actu-

ally has a little of both ways," he said.

"It's often a feel-good show, but it's not

saccharine sweet like 'Touched by an

Angel.' Therefore, because ofthat, I actu-

ally think that makes it a little more
relatable. The idea of seeing God's influ-

ence on people's lives is more in line with

what some people actually can experi-

ence than (to) have someone appear to

them claiming to be an angel."

In addition to "Joan of Arcadia" and

'The West Wing," Owen said other tele-

vision series that have had at least some-

what of a religious theme from time to

time include: "7th Heaven" on the WB,
"The Sopranos" on the HBO pay-cable

channel, "The O.C." on Fox and "NYPD
Blue" on ABC.

He said he knew of no new series on
the fall schedule in which religion is a

recurring theme.

Owen said he tends to pay more
attention to how prime-time entertain-

ment shows cover religion than how
broadcast network news shows do.

However, the news media in general

tend to cover religion more from a

"what's wrong" rather than a "what's

right" perspective, he said.

"To some degree, that's the defini-

tion of news," Owen said. "When,
something's right, you don't report it

When something's wrong, that's what

makes it news."

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Rosweii, Georgia

Exciting opportunity awaits the Director of l\^usic in a young, dynamic parish of 1,600+

families. The selected candidate will build on existing music program that includes

adult and youth choir, children's choir, cantors, contemporary ensembles and youth

band. Position requires excellent keyboard/organ and vocal skills, experience in

choral music, ensemble leadership, as well as administrative, budgeting and
communication skills. Proficiency on a secondary instrument such as guitar

considered a plus.

Qualified candidate must have a good working knowledge of Catholic liturgical

services, and the ability to maintain a traditional worship repertoire while building a

contemporary music program. A music degree is preferred. Competitive salary

commensurate with experience and benefits included.

Send cover letter, resume, salary requirements and references to Fr. Frank

McNamee, Pastor, St Peter Chanel Catholic Church, 11330 Woodstock Road,

Roswell, GA 30075 or email to fmcnamee@stpeterchanei.0r9.
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PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 4.25%
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Mortgage Rate NEW PAYMENT
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Out-of-Pocket

Closing Costs
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1^ *Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486
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Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
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Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.
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Nurse sees other side of Iraq prison

NURSE, from page 1

other story as well, says 1st Lt. Deanna

Steinmetz, an Army nurse stationed

there.

The Abu Ghraib story that every-

body knows, ofcourse, is that ofAmerican

soldiers, some ofwhom now face prosecu-

tion, taunting and abusing naked prison-

ers. Photos ofthe abuse shocked the world

when they were published in May.

Steinmetz, 24, who comes from Holy

Angels Church in Basehor, Kan., said

there are also stories of hope from Abu
Ghraib. She is part ofTask Force Oasis, a

medical unit from the 67th Gsmbat Sup-

port Hospital in Wurtzburg, Germany,

which was deployed to Iraq early this

year to serve the medical needs of the

prisoners and guards at Abu Ghraib.

While many Iraqi prisoners openly

express their hatred of Americans,

Steinmetz said in an e-mail interview

with The Leaven, Kansas City

archdiocesan newspaper, that she went to

Iraq with a commitment to treat those

prisoners just as she would any other

patient— with concern and professional-

ism.

She said it wasn't easy at first, espe-

cially since she knew that many of the

prisoners had possibly targeted — and

maybe even killed— U.S. soldiers.

"My Catholic faith definitely has

guided me through this experience," said

Steinmetz, a nursing school graduate of

Jesuit-run Creighton University in

Omaha, Neb.

She said that afi:er she arrived in Iraq

she had many talks with her chaplain

and e-mail discussions with her former

pastor at Holy Angels, Father Anthony

Williams, reflecting on her work with the

prisoners.

"I realized that it is not my position to

judge these people," she said.

And it's paid surprising dividends.

iJSmJBACH
A Wurld of Real Estate Knowledge

AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, North Carolina

She recalled the time an Abu Ghraib

prisoner was brought to the intensive

care ward vomiting blood.

"I got a washcloth, started dabbing

his forehead, and wiped the tears from his

eyes — as my mom would do for me
when I was sick," Steinmetz said. 'The

patient started sa3ang, 1 will never forget

this. ... No, no, I will not forget.'"

In mid-June, she said, a 30-year-old

Iraqi man injured by U.S. troops was

brought to the prison's hospital with

wounds to his abdomen, back and left:

arm. Despite the fact that the surgery was

not yet completed when the anesthesia

wore off", the Iraqi profusely thanked

Steinmetz and her fellow nurses for the

good care he had received.

"He kept sa3fing, 'I love America,' and

'America is good,'" Steinmetz said. "Just a

few weeks ago, he disliked the United

States enough to harm us, but now he's

praising us. It is knowing that I'm able to

change the views of a few that keeps me
going out here."

One of her worst experiences was on

AprO 20, when insurgents hit the prison

with a mortar attack. She and her fellow

doctors and nurses escaped injury, but 22

detainees were killed and 93 injured. "I

have never seen so much blood in my life,"

she said.

Steinmetz admits to being homesick,

but sees continued importance in her

work in Iraq.

"It's imperative," she said, "to stay

and finish the job we started."

"Americans do not realize all that is

being done out here because the media

only focuses on the bad," she said. "They

need to realize that the Iraqis are finally

getting a choice. ... We need to provide

support for the Iraqis until they are ready

to do that for themselves."

Her parents, Tom and Debbie
Steinmetz, said their daughter has al-

ways been compassionate and quick to

put empathy into action. They said she

spent her first summer after nursing

school as a nurse in the Dominican Re-

public, helping provide health services to

those without any.

"Her feeling is that the Iraqis are

human beings and need to be cared for,"

her father said simply.

MOVING?
Take us with you!

Please help ils reduce postal (ee.s and
give us your NEW address (or cancella-

tion notice) BEFORE you move.

Ifyou haveyour address label,

include that, too.

Name

Old address

Old city zip

NEW address

NEW city/state zip

Date of move/cancellation:.

Mail changes fo:

The Catholic News & Herald

Address Changes
1123 S. Church Street

Charlotte, NC 28203

Or e-mail this info to:

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org

Thank you.
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Jesus, Father Wally and

Auntie Mame
On this mountain the LORD of hosts

willprovidefor allpeoples afeast ofrichfood

and choice wines, Juicy, rich food and pure,

choice wines. On this mountain he will de-

stroy the veil that veils all peoples, the web

that is woven over all nations; he will destroy

deathforever. Isaiah 25: 6-8

I would venture to say that few of

you have heard of Father Wally
McGowan. Father Wally, who died

Aug. 14 at the age of 81, was both a

friend and a mentor to me when I was

living in Miami.

He was a man of unconventional

wisdom who had a spirituality which,

though seemingly simple, revealed a

remarkable depth. He was a man who
enjoyed life and found beauty in all

things. On Gaudete and Laetare Sun-

day, he wore not only a rose chasuble,

its removal would reveal a pink liturgi-

cal shirt and a pair of pink socks.

There are many things I will re-

member about him, but the one that

stays in my mind deals with a hom-
ily he once delivered. When preach-

ing on the heavenly banquet passage

from Isaiah, he opened with a line

that Rosalind Russell delivers in the

film "Auntie Mame": "Life's a ban-

quet and most poor suckers are

starving to death!"

So what does this have to do with

evangelization? Everything.

For me, this line captures not only

the spirit of a dear priest friend who
embraced life in all its artistic splendor,

it also captures one of the great, yet

easily ignored, truths about our faith:

God's overabundant love is truly good

news for everyone, yet so many people

don't realize this.

Our challenge is to bring this good

news to everyone — but first we must

believe it ourselves.

For me, evangelization is about

sharing the joy of our faith; relishing

the fact that God's inclusive love is

unconditional, and inviting others to

experience the fullness of joy God
offers us. Yet so many people choose

to starve.

We can begin to look at these

"starving suckers" in our pews and I

bet we will find many who are there

out of duty or obligation, worship-

ping a God who is "keeping tabs" on
what we do and waiting to punish

our minute faults, instead of one
who, as Jesus proclaims in John
10:10, offers us fullness of life. As
Pope Paul VI affirmed and Pope
John Paul II has echoed, "the church

begins the work of evangelization by
evangelizing herself"

We can then look outward to those

who have not fully heard the good news

of the Gospel message. Perhaps they

have not heard of God's love through

Evangelization

IVIatters

FRANK
VILLARONGA
Guest Columnist

the divine plan of salvation. More im-

portantly, perhaps they have not wit-

nessed the inclusiveness of God's love

because all they have seen or heard

from the church or its members is con-

demnation.

Our task is to mirror the compas-

sion we have received while staying

true to Gospel values. Evangelization,

in this case, consists not only of preach-

ing, but also of living out our faith.

We can continue to look and find

those who are unable to live the abun-

dant life of the good news because they

are enslaved through some of the many
evils and injustices in society. In this

case, our task is to remove those shack-

les which society itself creates.

Put another way, the goals of evan-

gelization, as stated by the U.S. bishops

in the document "Go and Make Dis-

ciples," include: to bring about in all

Catholics such an enthusiasm for their

faith that, in living their faith in Jesus,

they freely share it with others; to invite

all people in the United States, what-

ever their social or cultural back-

grounds, to hear the message of salva-

tion in Jesus Christ so they may come

to join us in the fullness of the Catholic

faith; to foster gospel values in our soci-

ety, promoting the dignity of the hu-

man person, the importance of the fam-

ily and the common good of our society

so that our nation may continue to be

transformed by the saving power of

Jesus Christ.

At times the task may seem daunt-

ing; however, it makes sense when one

remembers Jesus' parable about the

king who gives a feast in which the

invited guests turn down the invitation

and refuse to attend. He then orders his

servants to invite all those out in the

streets. I often wonder why someone

would turn down the invitation, yet

marvel at how the banquet is not can-

celled, but rather other guests are

sought out and found.

Such is the love of God — he does

not want all those "poor suckers" to

starve, but, rather, to enjoy the fullness

of life which he offers. It is a lesson that

Jesus taught, Auntie Mame proclaimed

and Father Wally lived.

Frank Villaronga is the director of

evangelization and ministryformation in the

Diocese of Charlotte.

Pope says people lose

human dignity by

worshiping false idols

BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY— Anyone who
worships the idols of wealth, power
and success loses human dignity, said

Pope John Paul II.

"He who turns to the vanity of

idols is transformed to become like

that which he worships, becoming
stone," the pope said Sept. 1 at his

weekly general audience.

The pope was driven from his

summer residence of Castel Gandolfo

to hold the audience in the Vatican's

air-conditioned Paul VI hall. The
Vatican hall allows for more pilgrims

to attend the public audience while

the smaller, outdoor courtyard in

Castel Gandolfo holds just a few

thousand people.

In his catechesis, the pope focused

on Psalm 115, which speaks of "the

greatness and goodness of the true

God."
.

The psalm compares the pagan
gods which "speak not ... see not ...

and hear not" with the living God of

the people of Israel.

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

Lifeless idols do not intercede to

help their believers while those faith-

ful to the Lord "know they have in the

living God their help and their

shield," the pope said.

The Lord is "the omnipotent cre-

ator" of heaven and earth, "love and

truth" are his virtues, and "the cos-

mos and history are under his sover-

eignty of love and salvation," he said.

Even though "idolatry is a temp*j^

tation for all of humanity in every

place and at every time," those who
look to the one true God "receive the

characteristics of the divine and the

strength to reject the enticement of

worldly idols," said the pope.

CRISIS IN SUDAN
Fighting between Khartoum and rebels erupted in Darfur over a year ago.

Since then, the government-funded "Janjavi/eed" militias have forced

200,000 Darfurians into Chad. An estimated million or more are displaced

within the Darfur region.

L2 miiiion people have been forced from tlieir

hiomes. Many reside in tamps in Chad, many
others are h'ving along the Sudan-Chad border.

1^

"Janjoweed" is the locol term for the militfos thot hove been oftocking villages throughout Dorfur.

An estimated 30,000 people have died in militia attacks or from starvation or other couses.

Source: CNS reporti ©2004-CNSGfophicsj
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A crisis ofawareness
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is at

the forefront of keeping our nation's

leaders aware of the atrocities and hu-

manitarian crisis taking place in the

Darfur region of western Sudan (go to

www.catholicrelieforg for up-to-date in-

formation).

CRS estimates that this crisis has

displaced 1.2 million people and that

total deaths exceed 50,000. The death

toll could increase exponentially if the

refugees do not receive essential food

supplies and medicines, clean water and

shelter, and if the killing does not stop.

The horror that is taking place in

Sudan is racist, systematic and targets

the innocent. The situation threatens to

destabilize the entire region of north-

central Africa. The nation ofChad, one of

the poorest nations in the world, has

already received nearly 200,000 refu-

gees.

Even though the crisis in Darfur has

been raging for many months, as ofmid-

July 2004, a majority of Americans were

unaware of the situation. A national poll

cojiducted July 9-15 by the Program on

International Policy Attitudes at the

University of Maryland revealed some
startling results. Asked how much they

had heard about the situation in Darfur,

Sudan, "where there is a conflict between

the local black Aii-ican Darfuris and the

central government, dominated by Ar-

abs," only 14 percent said "some or a lot,"

28 percent said "not very much" and 56

percent said "nothing at all."

Another crisis facing Africa is the

epidemic of HIV/AIDS. Nearly 30 mil-

Guest

Column

JOE PURELLO
Director, Office of

Justice & Peace

lion Africans are infected with HIV/
AIDS (70 percent ofpeople infected with

HIV/AIDS worldwide) and the disease

kills more than 2 million people a year in

Africa. Medicines widely available in

well-to-do nations are financially out of

reach for most African nations. The dis-

ease has decreased economic production,

created a demographic surge in orphans

throughout Africa, and exhausted gov-

ernment resources that could have been

spent on education, sanitation, and other

public ser\'ices.

While most Americans are aware

that AIDS in Africa is a very serious

problem and agree that the United

States should offer support to address

HIV/AIDS there, a June 13-23, 2002

poll by the Kaiser Foundation/Wash-

ington Post/Harvard Poll revealed that

50 percent of Americans feel the United

States is spending either too much (16

percent) or about the right amount (34

percent) to address the HIV/AIDS crisis

in developing countries (with 20 percent

saying they did not know).

This same poll reported that 56 per-

cent ofAmericans also believe the United

States spends too much on overall for-

eign aid, and 22 percent think the right

amount of foreign aid is being distrib-

uted. Given the need for a far greater

response to address the extent of pov-

erty, disease, suffering and conflict in

Africa, the wealthier nations of this

world must raise their awareness .of the

cry for help from Afi-ica.

The September Sunday Gospel
readings have the common theme that,

in order to be faithful disciples and gain

God's favor, we must use our posses-

sions in a just and compassionate fash-

ion. In the Gospel parable of Lazarus

(Sunday, Sept. 26), Jesus teaches us that

our surplus resources are to be used in

service to the poor as called for by the

Law of Moses.

On Sept. 10, Father Robert J. Vitillo

will speak at the Just Second Fridays

program at St. Peter Church in Char-

lotte. In addition to being the executive

director of the Catholic Campaign for

Human Development, Father Vitillo

serves as the special advisor on HIV/
AIDS for Caritas Internationalis (a fed-

eration of Catholic social service and de-

velopment organizations).

He will speak on the topic "Looking

at the HIV/AIDS Epidemic through the

Lens of Catholic Social Teaching." Please

come, and learn more about the HIV/
AIDS crisis in Africa.

Joe Purello is the director ofthe Office of
Justice and Peace ofCatholic Social Services

in the Diocese ofCharlotte.

WANT TO GO?
September's Just Second Fridays will be 1

p.m. on Friday, Sept. 1 0, at St. Peter Church

(Annex) in Charlotte.

The fifthcommandment
Q. Is the proper translation of the

fifth commandment "Thou shalt not kill"

or "Thou shalt not murder"? An evange-

list was answering a question of whether

God condones war or not. The actual

commandment, he said, was not to mur-
der. I never heard that, but thought about

it much when I was in the Marines. (Illi-

nois)

A. The commandment, as passed

down in Hebrew tradition, probably
does mean murder, the deliberate im-

moral killing of another human being.

First of all, to claim it prohibits all

killing would fly against what were un-

derstood as the teachings of God
throughout Old Testament times. Kill-

ing animals (ritually or for food) and
sometimes even humans (in war, tribal

retribution, etc.) often was seen as not

only approved but required.

There is more to it than that, how-
ever. The Decalogue (Ten Command-
ments) did not make up the whole body
oflaw for the Jews. For example, they do
not touch on many personal moral re-

sponsibilities. Rather they focus on ac-

tions that protect the needs and good of

the community, the violation of which
could injure the covenant between God
and his people or between the people

themselves.

Thus, apart fi-om the obligation to

keep the Sabbath and the prohibition of

images, the commandments are in fact

similar to the general human experience

we find echoed in the laws of other an-

cient communities. A society whose
members routinely lie, murder, violate

marriages, steal or destroy another's

property or reputation will soon destroy

itself

The fifth commandment must be

understood in that context. When an-

cient Hebrews killed a rebellious slave,

for example, or killed another in revenge

for killing one's relative, it was not con-

sidered immoral. Just as the command-
ment itself was meant to protect human
life in Israelite society, so murder was
not a private affair; it weakened the

whole Hebrew community, and in the

name of that community could be

avenged.

Wliat is forbidden, therefore, is all

killing that is not explicitly authorized

within the framework of God's com-
mands. The commandment has no di-

rect connection, for example, with killing

animals, killing enemies in war or capital

punishment.

I hope it doesn't need saying that

our attitude, at least as Christians, to-

ward these latter killings has gone far

beyond ancient Israel. The teaching, ex-

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

ample and laws imposed on us by Jesus

Christ drastically change the way we see

our obligations to our human brothers

and sisters as common children of God.

In addition, we have learned much
in human society over the centuries

about other, more humane and effective

ways of dealing with human wrongdo-
ing than resorting to "an eye for an eye."

It is revealing that the United States is

now the only country in the developed,

civilized world that still imposes the

death penalty. It is, others have discov-

ered, not only inhuman, but counterpro-

ductive.

As you likely have discovered, there

are several forms of enumerating the

Ten Commandments, mostly based

rather loosely on the two major listings

in the Hebrew Scriptures, Exodus 20:1-

17 and Deuteronomy 5:6-21. In Roman
Catholic tradition the prohibition

against killing is No. 5. For other Chris-

tians, including most Protestants and
ancient and modern Greek churches,

that commandment is No. 6.

The pain of

painkillers

Faith &the

Marketplace

GLENMARY
FATHER JOHN

S. RAUSCH I
Danny knew pain most of his life

from a chronic ear disease. He found

relief with antibiotics, but he lived with a

dull pain inside his head. In 1990, he

suffered a gunshot wound and his doctor

prescribed a pill containing tlie' opiate ^

oxycodone to treat the pain. The pain-

killer unwittingly gave Danny his ticket

to a life-long roller coaster ride.

When the medicine wore off^ the pain

returned, and with it came Danny's eight-

year quest for more and better painkillers.

As his addiction advanced, Danny
visited doctors seeking painkillers for one

malady after another— stomach trouble,

insomnia, ear pain, the gunshot wound,

vertebrae or nerve problems. In his final

hours, Danny locked himself in the bath-

room and snorted OxyContin, a potent

time-released oxycodone hydrochloride.

Then with a single blast from his

hunting rifle, Danny administered his

last painkiller.

Nearly a half million people in 2000
— 43 percent of those coming to hospital

emergency rooms fi-om drug overdoses

— were treated for misusing prescrip-

tion drugs. Federal statistics in 2002

estimated that 6.2 million Americans

misused prescription drugs, compared

to 2 million misusing cocaine and
700,000 misusing ecstasy.

Part of the increase of prescription

drug use lies with the pharmaceutical

firms whose relentless marketing creates

an appetite for the promised nirvana of

pain-fi-ee living. The largest drug com-
panies now spend nearly three times

more money marketing and promoting

their products than doing basic research

and development.

In today's medical climate, patients

expect a pUl to relieve their pain. The
culture of instant gratification seizes on

the allusion of pain-fi-ee living to deny the

life struggle from birth through death.

Given that harsh pain might require

chemical intervention, an increasing

number of folks are seeking holistic alter-

natives to drugs with their unwanted side
'

effects and possible addiction.

Judy, a woman with severe allergies,

quit western medicine for acupuncture

and herb therapy. Jeanie, with lupus,

found pain relief through foot and hand

massage. Agnetta, suffering acute pain

from lymphadema, abandoned mor-
phine for reflexology, the application of

alternating pressure causing a physi-

ological change in the body.

Alternative folks train themselves to

accept the daily pain of life by visioning

a serene place without pain rather than

sedating themselves with chemicals.

Treating pain apparently requires a bal-

ance between mind, body and spirit.
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Two united churches serve growing

Catholic community

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Divino Redentor Church, the only Catholic church in Yadkin County, is the spiritual

home for Yadkin County's 2,100 Catholics, as well as a cultural "home away from

home" for its 1,800 Hispanic parishioners.

During the 1980s, a significant num-
ber of Hispanics arrived in Yadkin
&)unty, northwest of Winston-5alem, as

migrants working in the tobacco industry.

This population was predominately

Catholic, and the Diocese of Charlotte r^
sponded by establishing a migrant minis-

try, eventually named Cristo Rey (Christ

the King), in Yadkinville in the summer of

1982 to serve families in Yadkin and south

Surry counties. The four Catholic parishes

ofWinston-Salem— Our Lady ofMercy,

St. Leo the Great, St. Benedict the Moor
and Our Lady of Fatima — founded the

ministry in a joint effort

In 1985, La Iglesia del Sagrado

Corazon de Jesus (Sacred Heart of Jesus

Church) was established 20 rrules north in

Dobson. The local community converted a

former housing facility for migrant work-

ers into a church. Although the structure

had no running water and relied on kero-

sene heater for warmth, it was utilized as

the church for eight years.

Father Joseph J. Waters, a pioneer in

ministry to Hispanics in the Diocese of

Charlotte, was appointed director of dioc-

esan migrant ministry in 1982. He led a

search for Spanish-speaking priests to cel-

ebrate Mass for the Hispanic communities

in the western Piedmont.

For several years, the Hispanic com-

munity of the Yadkinville area gathered in

the American Legion Hall in nearby East

Bend for Masses.

By 1986, the growth of Hispanics in

the area prompted the Diocese ofCharlotte

to purchase a former hardware store just

south of Yadkinville to provide a perma-

nent pastoral center for the local commu-
nity.

Father Joseph Mack, then-pastor of

St. Joseph Church in Asheboro, celebrated

the first Mass in the hardware-store

church July 8, 1990. In August,

Franciscan Sister Andrea Inkrott was

DIOCEIE OF CHARLOTTE
PRISON MINIITRV APPRECIATION DAY

September 11, 2004 10 am - 2 pm
Catholic Conference Center, Hicbory NC

A day of sharing and appreciation for those in

prison ministry and those interested in ministry

to our incarcerated brothers and sisters.

Free luncheon served io please reserve your space soon:

bwwennlng@charlo1tediocese.org or (704) 370-3344

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide

help at home that includes:

• Alzheimer's care • Companionship
• Light housel<eeping • Errands & shopping

• Meal preparation • Medication reminders
SENIOR CARE*

Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

TOLL FREE: 877-71 3-2445 Bonded - Insured - Trained
Each Home Instead Senior Care office is independently owned and operated

^Home
instead

Divine Redentor/Dlvine Redeemer

Catholic Church

209 LonAve.

Boonvllle.N.C. 27011

(704) 531-8471

Vicariate: Boone

Pastor: Father Fidel Melo

Deacon: Father Mr. Harold Markle

Number of Parishioners: 1,500

Father Fidel Melo

hired as dira;tor of the center, and in De-

cember then-Bishop John. F. Donoghue
blessed the facility, giving it the name
Cristo Rey.

The number of migrant families per-

manently settling the Yadkinville area

continued to rise. By 1995, the number of

people attending Sunday liturgies was

such that some worshippers were forced to

stand on the porch or outside on the prop-

erty.

Cristo Rey served as a church and as a

place of assisting Hispanics by offering

interpretation and translation needs, En-

glish classes and cultural and practical ori-

entation.

Franciscan Sister linda Scheckelhoff

joined the Cristo Rey staff in August 1992,

and also assisted in Hispanic ministry with

Father Waters in nearby Dobson and

Wilkesboro.

For the next several years, they pro-

moted lay leadership, participation in lay

ministry and formation of small Christian

communities.

An acre of land and a building that

once housed a restaurant were purchased

along Route 601 south of Dobson. The
Hispanic community renovated the build-

ing, and on Dec. 12, 1993, members gath-.

ered for the first Mass celebrated there.

Msgr. John McSweeney, then-dioc-

esan administrator, blessed and dedicated

the chapel in January 1994. Mass atten-

dance increased with the dedication of the

new church facility, and a faith formation

program was begun for children.

Father Waters worked diligently

with migrant settled families in the area,

traveling to Dobson to celebrate Saturday

evening Mass, visiting families, preparing

parishioners for the sacraments and trans-

porting members to and from the church.

Soon, the Hispanic population ou

grew both the Sagrado Corazon de Jesi

and Cristo Rey facilities. Both communitii

commenced plans to unite the>two parishes'

and construct a new church between the

two existing centers of worship. ;

By 2000, plans were underway for a|

new 18,000 square-foot facility that wouldl

serve as worship, educational and gather-*

ing space for Yadkin County's Catholics.

Twenty acres of land were purchased in

Boonvile, at the midpoint between Dobson
and Yadkinville.

The new church was designed to

make the Hispanic parishioners, most of

whom are natives of Mexico, feel at home
The exterior features stucco walls and a red^

tile roof The crucifix and altar that adomj|

the church were crafted in Mexico. ^
The $1.5 million facility was com-' -

pleted in January 2003 and Father Fidel

Melo, pastor, began celebrating Mass soon

after. Following the episcopal ordination of'

Bishop Peter J. Jugis in October 2003, the^

process of selecting a name for the nev(«

Hispanic center was underway.
]

To keep in line -with the largely His-

panic population, the Spanish name Di-

vino Redentor (Divine Redeemer) wa:

chosen for the church. On Aug. 21, 2i

Bishop Jugis formally dedicated the churcl

in the presence of nearly 600 worshipper

during a Mass celebrated in English andi

Spanish.
*

Father Melo says^Divino Redentor

will strive to be a spiritual home to Yadkin

County's 2,000 Catiiolics as well as mak~
]

ing its Mexican parishioners feel at home'-

in North Carolina

TAKE YOUR EVENT
somewf^ere unusmL.

1 551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC 28602

(828) 327-7441 or Toll-free (888) 536-7441

The Catholic Conference Center offers the

exuberance of nature in a celestial environment

unlike any you've ever been to before. Eight

meeting rooms. Fifty hotel-style lodging rooms.

Bountiful dining and a staff ready to serve you

in style! All this and more on 1 72 beautifully

landscaped acres offering that special "retreat"

environment in a modern conference setting.

^^[>j^The Catholic

^1 . Confer

Check out oar website

www.catholicconference.org

info@catholicconferehce.org

a
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Bringing faith to a new liome
VisitingnunsspreadGospel toNorth Carolina Hispanics

SMALL CHRISTIAN

COMMUNITIES INVITE

FAITH INTO LIVES, HOMES

BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

ANDREWS— Nearly 20 people

crowded into Daniel Hernandez's

living room, filling two white-sheet-

covered sofas and a love seat and

overflowing into the trailer's kitchen.

An Our Lady of Guadalupe wall hang-

ing, covering the front of the television, was

anchored to the TVs top with tall glass

votives depicting religious figures. As the

service began, Jose Martinez played his

guitar and everyone sang of God's mag-
nificent love.

It was the evening of Aug. 21, and

the people had come for a prayer service

led by Mother Maria Trinidad Villaran,

mother superior of the Franciscan Mi.s-

sionaries of Mercy.

Eduardo Bernal, Hispanic ministry

See VILLARAN, page 7

Photo by Ioanita M. Nellenbach

Mother Maria Trinidad Villaran, mother superior of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mercy,

visits with Hispanics in Andrews during a prayer service Aug. 21. Mother Villarin and

another nun from El Salvador spent several weeks in August ministering in western

North Carolina.

SOMETHING TO SQUAWKABOUT

OEO assists many in

western N*C-

Photo bv Joanita M. Nellenbach

Debi Gaffey communes with a green-cheeked conyer. Enrolled in the

Office of Economic Opportunity's ABLE matched-savings program,

Gaffey expanded her business of selling jewelry and birds.

Center to celebrate

Bfth anniversary

thismonth

BY JOANITA M.
NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

MURPHY — Debi
Gaffey's independence is

growing.

"When 1 was down and

out, people didn't treat me very

well," she said. "It was almost

like they wanted me to be

needy and to ask for help. As I

get more independent, they're

much nicer."

• Her change is based on

her own initiative and the

help she's receiving through

See OEO, page 9

Scroll Mass
Equestrian Orderof

HolySepulchre

welcomesmembers

I
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TERROR OF WAR

Vatican official

says terrorism

has unieaslied

'fourtli worid war'

Christian to respond

with God's love, says

cardinal

BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

MILAN, Italy — Defin-

ing the Cold War as the "third

world war," Cardinal Renato

Martino said terrorism ap-

pears to have unleashed the

"fourth world war" in a way
that touches almost everyone

in every part of the globe.

See TERROR, page 13

Suffering

in Sudan

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

A Sudanese child reaches for a

medicine bottle in a refugee

camp in Sudan's Darfur province.

Thousands of Sudanese children

suffer from malnutrition because

obstacles are delaying vital food.
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Celebrating heritage

Hibernians convene,

elect officers

I
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In Our Schools

Asheville teacher to visitJapan;

programs benefitschools

I
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Perspectives

Bible's 'hidden' books; value

talk

I
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

MOURNING AFTER

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Local residents walk past flowers Sept. 6 and view the gym where heavily armed

rebels held hostage hundreds of school children and adults in the town of Beslan in

the Russian province of North Ossetia. At least 335 people were killed in the siege

that ended Sept. 3 in a firefight between the hostage-takers and police. The pope

called the school takeover a "vile and heartless act."

Pope prays for siege victims,

calls deaths 'cruel epilogue'
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope

John Paul II prayed for the more than

330 victims of the Russian school

siege, calling their deaths a "cruel epi-

logue" to a savage attack.

In a telegram Sept. 4, the pope

said the takeover of the school in the

North Ossetia province town of

Beslan was a "vile and heartless act of

aggression against defenseless chil-

dren and families."

The pope once again condemned
"every form of terrorism" and said he

hoped that a "spiral of hatred and

violence would not prevail."

The school siege ended Sept. 3 in

a shootout between police and the

hostage-takers, believed to be

Chechen rebels. More than 700
people were injured and some 450
hospitalized. About half of the dead

and injured were children.

Some feared the tragedy could set

off revenge attacks in the area. Most
residents of North Ossetia are Ortho-

dox Christians, while the neighbor-

ing breakaway republic of Chechnya
is predominantly Muslim.

The papal telegram offered

prayers for the eternal repose of the

victims and words of comfort for the

families. He also expressed his affec-

tion for the Russian people "in this

moment of anguish."

He prayed that the Virgin Mary,
"so deeply venerated by the Chris-

tians of Russia," would inspire wis-

dom and efforts toward reconciliation

in the region.

At a papal Mass in Loreto, Italy,

Sept. 5, the pope and others offered

prayers "for the Russian people,

stricken by the inhuman violence of

this tragic hostage-taking, for all the

dead, for the wounded, for the many
innocent young victims, and for the

families so sorely tried."

When reports of the death toll

began to arrive at the Vatican Sept. 3,

the pope, who was staying at his resi-

dence outside Rome, went to a private

chapel to pray, a spokesman said.

In Milan, Orthodox Bishop Teofan

of Stravropol and Vladikavkaz, the

Russian Orthodox diocese that includes

the town of Beslan, described to hun-

dreds of religious leaders from around

the world how he personally carried

wounded and dead children away from

the school.

The bishop spoke Sept. 5 at a

meeting on religions and peace spon-

sored by the Rome-based Commu-
nity of Sant'Egidio.

"How can they claim to be fight-

ing for freedom when they kill chil-

dren?" he said.

The bishop asked all people of

good will to unite "against the evil of

terrorism, which can strike in New
York as well as in Madrid or in

Beslan or anywhere."

CORRECTIONS FROM SEPT 3 ISSUE

Rev. Mr. Harold Markle was incorrectly identified as "Father."

The Aug. 21 dedication of Divino Redentor was misdated in photo captions.

The date when Christopher Columbus planted a cross in San Salvador should have read 1 492.

Election materials available for

students, parishes, individuals
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Three

religious organizations have produced

nonpartisan materials to educate voters

about political responsibility.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic

Bishops, Catholic Relief Services and the

Interfaith Alliance each has made elec-

tion-related materials available recently.

The USCCB released a bulletin in-

sert that summarizes the bishops' teach-

ings on the role of Catholics in the public

arena, drawn from their document:
"Faithful Citizenship: A Catholic Call to

Political Responsibility."

It can be ordered by calling USCCB
Pubhshing at (800) 235-8722 or online

at www.usccb.org/publishing.

CRS is offering a 12-week program

to guide college students through politi-

cal issues addressed in "Faithful Citizen-

ship." The program includes election is-

sues such as trade and foreign aid and

how they relate to church teaching.

Diocesan,
^HH^^HHs^^HPlanner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE— Join us as we pray the rosary

and support our sidewalk counselors wlio of-

fer real lielp to women going in for abortions

at FEMCARE in Asheville, at 62 Orange St.,

Wednesdays and Fridays at 9 a.m., Saturdays

at 8 a.m. No prayer is ever wasted. The Cul-

ture ofLife needs you. Call (828) 689-9544 for

more information and directions.

ASHEVILLE — The St. Martin De Porres

Dominican Laity Chapter meets the fourth

Monday ofeach month at 7 p.m. in the rectory

building at the Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97

Haywood St. Inquirers are welcome. For
more information, contact Beverly Reid at

(423) 6338-4744 or bebereid@adelphia.net.

BOONE VICARIATE

NORTH WILKESBORO — If you have a

special need for prayers, or would like to offer

your time in prayer for others' needs, please

call the Rosary Chain at St. John Baptist de La
Salle Church. The Rosary Chain is a sizable

group and all requests and volunteers are

welcome. For details, call Marianna de

Lachica at (336) 667-9044.

SPARTA — St. Frances of Rome Church.

Hendrix and Highlands Rds., sponsors the

Oratory of Divine Love Prayer Group in the

parish house the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 1 p.m. Call (336) 372-8846

for more information.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE— For Better, For Worse— a

marriage enrichment workshop to

The online sessions are designed for

students, campus ministers or univer-

sity faculty and staff Materials can be

printed from the Web site, at.

www.crscampusconnection.org. Infor-

mation also is available by calling Kevin

Kostic, CRS campus ministry coordina-

tor, at (410) 951-7430.

The Interfaith Alliance, a nonparti-

san, grass-roots public advocacy organi-

zation of more than 75 faith traditions,

has produced an election year program,

"One Nation, Many Faiths. Vote 2004."

It offers five questions for candidates

about faith, religious liberty and plural-

ism. There also are guides for candidates

and houses of worship on how churches,

synagogues and mosques may be in-

volved in the election process without

violating U.S. law and tradition.

Information can be found online at

www.interfaithalliance.org or by calling

(202) 639-6370.

strengthen healthy marriages will be offered byj

Catholic Social Services Oct. 9, 9 a.m.- 12 p.m. atl

St. Luke Church, 13700 Lawyers Rd. Contact

Sherry Luc at (704) 370-3232 to register or for

additional information.

CHARLOTTE — A Women's Talk will be held

Sept. 15 at 7 p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul Church,

6828 Old Reid Rd. Father John Starczewski will

be the guest speaker. For more information, call

Peggy at (704) 588-731 1.

CHARLOTTE — New Creation Monastery will

host a four-session Spiritual Growth Seminar
this fall. The sessions will meet Sept. 30, Oct. 7

and 28 and Nov. 4, 7-8 p.m. For more informa-

tion, call Father John Vianney Hoover at (704)

541-5026.

HUNTERSVILLE — Elizabeth Ministry is

forming a group at St. Mark Church, 14740

Stumptown Rd. Elizabeth Ministry offers confi-

dential, one-to-one contact, information, com-
fort and healing for women who have experi-

enced miscarriage, stillbirth or early infant

death. Please call Sandy Buck at (704) 948-4587j

for more information.

CHARLOTTE — Fun and Fitness after &o\

classes are being offered at St. Gabriel Church,

3016 Providence Rd. This program of gentle

exercise promotes joint flexibility and muscle

strength. Registration is not necessary. For

more information, call Maureen Benfield at

(704) 362-5047, ext. 221.

CHARLOTTE — Perpetual Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament is available for all members of

the clergy and laity at St. Gabriel Church, 3016
Providence Rd. Any parishioner interested in

the Apostolate and who would like to make a

firm commitment to adoration for one hour a

week is welcome to join the Perpetual Adoration

Society. For details, call Kathleen at (704) 366-

5127 or e-mail at terridugan@earthlink.co'm
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FROM THE VATICAN

Vatican official says, especially on

kids, assisted suicide is murder
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The

Catholic Church believes assisted sui-

cide is murder, especially when discuss-

ing patients under the age of 1 2 who, in

no way, can be said to make an informed

request for help in dying, a Vatican offi-

cial said.

Bishop Elio Sgreccia, vice president

of the Pontifical Academy for Life, wrote

an article for L'Osservatore Romano, the

Vatican newspaper, Sept. 3 condemning

attempts to extend the Netherlands' as-

sisted suicide law to patients under the

age of 12.

Italian newspapers in late August

reported a judge had authorized a pedi-

atrics clinic to extend assisted suicide to

children, something outlawed under

Dutch law enacted in 2002.

The current law allows assisted sui-

cide for patients 12-16 years old suffer-

ing from an incurable disease or uncon-

trollable pain if the patient and the

patient's guardians formally request it.

Bishop Sgreccia said children under

age 12 are not capable of making an

informed request, nor are they "capable

of evaluating or defining 'unsupportable'

suffering."

When doctors and parents find a

child's level of pain to be too much, "is it

not perhaps their suffering" and not the

patient's that they find overwhelming?

he asked.

In the case of children. Bishop

Sgreccia said, "one cannot talk about

'helping them to die' or of 'assisted sui-

cide,' but rather death inflicted to 'free

them from pain,' which is precisely eu-

thanasia" and not assisted suicide.

Extending the assisted suicide laws,

he said, is a misguided attempt to deal

with suffering "with the violence of an

early death."

- The Charis:

Group of St. Matthew Church will host a Prayer

Servicefor the Sick at St. Matthew Chapel, 8015
Ballantyne Common.s Pkwy., the third Monday
of each month at 7:30 p.m. For more informa-

tion, contact Barbara Gardner at

chlt5nc@aol.com.

CHARLOTTE — The Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians, St. Brigid Division I, an Irish-

Catholic group of women dedicated to their

faith, country and Irish heritage, meet the third

Wednesday ofeach month. Anyone interested in

membership, call Jeanmarie Schuler at

(704) SS-t 0720.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — All middle and high school

youths are welcome to join Dennis Teall-

Fleming for Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament every Tuesday, 5-6 p.m. in the Ado-
ration Chapel at Belmont Abbey College for an
hour ofprayer and devotion. For details, contact

Dennis at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26 or e-mail

teallfleming@yahoo.com.

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 512 Montlieu Ave., offers free "Gentle

Fitness' classes Wednesdays and Fridays, 1:30-

2:30 p.m. The classes are structured to the fit-

ness levels of seniors and anyone wanting low-
impact aerobic workout. For more information,

call Deana Collis at (336) 88.5-7029.

HICKORY VICARIATE

NEWTON — The Little Flowers Catholic Girls'

Group is for all Catholic girls ages five and up.

The group meets the fourth Monday of each

month at St. Joseph Church, 720 West 13th St.,

at 4 p.m. in the Holy Family Hall. For more
details, call Debbie Vickers at (828) 495-2039.

HICKORY — A GriefSupport Group meets the

second and fourth Wednesday of each month at

6:30 p.m. in the parlor of St. Aloysius Church,
921 Second St. NE. For more information, call

the church office at (828) 327-2341.

SALISBURY •— Elizabeth Ministry is a peer

ministry comprised of Sacred Heart Church
parishioners who have lost babies before of

shortly after birth. Confidential peer minis-

try, information and spiritual materials are

offered at no cost or obligation to anyone who
has experienced mi.scarriage, stillbirth or the

death of a newborn. For details, call Renee
Washington at (704) 637-0472 or Sharon
Burges at (704) 633-0591.

CONCORD — Discover how beautiful

God's plan for marriage really is! Natural

Family Planning classes are being offered at

St. James Church, 251 Union St., Tuesdays at

6:30 p.m. Learn a natural method that is just

as effective as the Pill and is in accord with

Catholic teaching. Contact Susan Chaney at

(704) 720-0772 for more information or

email questions to sujo94@aol.com.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

KERNERSVILLE — Holy Cross Church,
616 South Cherry St., will hold their annual

parish picnic Sept. 19 at 3 p.m. There will be

entertainment for the kids and adults with

plenty of great food for all. We will gather on
the picnic grounds. The Stewardship commit-
tee will have tables set up so that they can

share information with the parishioners.

CLEMMONS— Holy Family Church, 4820
Kinnamon Rd., offers Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament every Thursday. Exposition be-

gins at 6 p.m. and benediction is at 9 p.m.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event? Please submit notices for the Dioc-

esan Planner at least 15 days prior to the

event date in wanting to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese,org orfax to (704)

370-3382.

nil

Episcopa l

calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

Sept 8 -19
Colloquium for newly appointed bishops

Rome, Italy

Sept 23 — 9 a.m. Mass
Our Lady of the Assumption School, Charlotte

Sept 25 — 5 p.m.

Sacrament of Confimation

St. Lawrence Basilica, Asheville

Not on the radar: No one at Vatican

asks about Bush, Kerry

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — With
the race for the White House under way,

U.S. bishops at the Vatican for their "ad

limina" visits found it strange than no

one asked them for their opinions on

who the next president will be.

"It's just not on their radar," said

Bishop John B. McCormack of

Manchester, N.H., Sept. 2, the last day of

the Republican National Convention in

New York.

"I'm really surprised no one is ask-

ing," said Ukrainian Bishop Basil H.

Losten of Stamford, Conn.

While the presidential race did not

come up with Vatican officials, the bish-

ops from Maine, Vermont, New Hamp-
shire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and

Connecticut did talk about it among
themselves. Bishop Losten said.

Although specific candidates were

not named during their Sept. 1 visit to

the Congregation for the Doctrine of the

Faith, the bishops did discuss publicly

denying the Eucharist to Catholic politi-

cians who support abortion.

'The Holy Office thinks the state-

ment the U.S. bishops made (in June)

does agree with and complement the

statement of Cardinal (Joseph)

Ratzinger, even though some people

want to believe it doesn't," Bishop
McCormack said.

Cardinal Ratzinger, congregation

prefect, sent the bishops a letter before

their June meeting outlining the circum-

stances under which a bishop or priest

could deny Communion to Catholic poli-

ticians who consistently support abor-

tion.

A few days later, the U.S. bishops

approved a statement saying that politi-

cians who act "consistently to support

abortion on demand" risk "cooperating

in evU and sinning against the common
good."

While making it clear that those

who cooperate with evil should not

present themselves for Communion, the

bishops said that the decision to publicly

impose sanctions on a person, such as

denying Communion, rests with each

bishop in his own diocese.

While the Republican convention

and politics topped the news at home,

the New England bishops were focused

on prayer, their meetings with Pope
John Paul II and their discussions with

Vatican officials.

"We are not here to give a business

report, but to express our faith, have

our faith strengthened by the succes-

sor of Peter and to return home, in

turn, to strengthen the faith of others,"

said Bishop William E. Lori of Bridge-

port, Conn.

Remembering a missionary

. CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Orphaned children cared for by the Missionaries of Charity walk past a portrait of

Blessed Mother Teresa in Calcutta, India, Sept. 5, the seventh anniversary of her

death. Mother Teresa was beatified by Pope John Paul II last October.
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Members of the LAOH's St. Brigid Division in Charlotte meet with Father Joe Pierce,

the organization's new chaplain. Pictured are (from left) Julie Byrne, financial

secretary; Janice Donaghue, president; Father Pierce; Jeanmarie Schuler, vice

president; and Mary Kay Crotty, mistress at arms.

Hibernians meet in

Philly, re-elect officers
BY KEVIN E. MURRAY

EDITOR

PHILADELPHIA — Several

members of the Diocese of Charlotte

attended the Ancient Order of Hiberni-

ans' 92nd biennial convention in Phila-

delphia in July.

"It was quite an experience," said

Jeanmarie Schuler, vice president of the

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians' St.

Brigid Division 1, based in Charlotte.

Schuler attended the convention

with women from her division and the

Our Lady of Knock Division in

Greensboro.

'The sisterhood among the members

was evident," said Schuler. "Although I

came home exhausted, I am also inspired

to try and live up to our motto: Friend-

ship, Unity and Christian Charity."

The AOH, founded in 1836, de-

scribes itself as the oldest lay Catholic

organization in the United States. The
organization promotes Irish culture and

defends the Catholic faith.

Held every two years, the Hibernian

conventions include business meetings,

elections and other social activities.

'This wonderful gathering of over

1,200 Irish Americans ... was truly an

inspiration to me and to the other officers

to continu"^ our work," said Ned
McGinley of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., who
was re-elected as AOH president.

The LAOH, a nonprofit organiza-

tion comprised of Catholic women of

Irish descent, was founded in 1884 as

the Daughters of Erin to protect young

immigrant Irish girls. The group offi-

cially became the LAOH in 1984.

Schuler was one of the original

founders of North Carolina's first LAOH
division in June 1998. The St. Brigid

Division 1, which meets at St. John

What's Tke RoaJ
Lilee Alieail?
flic road we Iiave to travel

is Jiffereni for eacK of us.

Tlie only certainty is

tna t we all must end tke

jt)iirney some day.

if you lalze tlie lime lo

prepare for tliat journey's

end now, your family,

favorite parisli, school and

cliocesan ministr\' will l>e

supported. A will is an

essential part of tkat

o\'erall plan for your life'i

jouimey.

RwMn CaUtoMe OtsewMi of ChairliMia

To raceioe a froa hocklci "Hew To Make A Will That Works " contacl Cina Rhodes, Director of PlanmJ Giving,

704-370-3320, 1123 S. Church Str^l, CharlolU; ,VC 28203, Qr»rhoJ(is(lijclun!oUed;tx-i:s«.c>rg

Neumann Church, has more than 20

members from around the Charlotte area.

The convention was overshadowed

in part, however, when Father Patrick

Healy, senior priest at St. Mary of the

Assumption Parish in Scranton, Pa., and

deputy national chaplain of the Hiberni-

ans, became ill July 8, the first day of the

convention, and died the next day. He
had been a priest for 53 years.

'That naturally put a bit of a sad-

ness on the convention," said Schuler.

Two former mayors of Belfast,

Northern Ireland, attended the meeting

to praise the work ofFather Aidan Troy,

chairman of the board of governors of

Holy Cross School in North Belfast, who
received the Hibernians' JFK Medal.

At the convention, delegates ap-

proved resolutions opposing Senate rati-

fication of the proposed extradition

treaty between the United States and the

United Kingdom and reaffirming the

organization's opposition to abortion.

The closing Mass in the Cathedral

Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul was
concelebrated by more than a dozen

priests and followed with the installation

of both the AOH and LAOH national

officers.

Catholic News Service contributed to

this story. I

Gathering of faith

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Bishop Peter J. Jugis offers Communion to Bill Tennant during thefirst Mass on

the new properly ofSt Joan ofArc Church in AsheviUe Aug. 1. Some 150parishionen

lined up with theirfolding chairs on the 13.3-acre site heated on Asbury Road.

In his hxmily, Bishop Jugis reflected on the day's readingsfocusing on the necessity to

"seek what is above.

"

"Keying busy about matters ofthe spirit, and that's exactly what we're doing today

as we celebrate thefirst Mass on this new property," Bishop Jugis said. "The Eucharist,

will be the centralfocus oflfe on this newproperty. ... Everything we do as aparishfamily'

flows outfrom this altar into our daily lives, in everything we do. And everything is
^

brought back to the altar ofthe Lord, the center ofour spirituality.

"

Concelebrating Mass was Father John Pagel pastor. Assisting was Rev. Mr.

Triana, permanent deacon.

For more on St Joan ofArc Church, read the Parish Profile onpage 16.
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Steven Kusjma
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Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

THEOMDFY
434 Charloffe Avenue. R O. Box 11 586

Rock Hill. SC 29731-1586
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Liturgy Workshop

9 am -3 pm Sat, Oct. 9

FATHER PATRICK COLLINS

This day of renewal is open to all

parish liturgical ministers. Fr. Collins

travels the world leading retreats

and workshops, preaching and

performing his music for worship.

Cost: $20



September 10, 2004

AROUND TH E DIOCESE
The Catholic News & Herald 5

Long-standing order
HOLY ROLLING

Knights and Ladies of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem

gather Aug. 7 for a Mass and reception welcoming and honoring members. Bishop

Peter. J Jugis, Father Paul Gary and Father John Putnam concelebrated the Mass.

All are members of the order.

ScrollMass confirms membership into Equestrian

Orderofthe HolySepulchre ofJerusalem

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — ScroUs were re-

cently presented to seven Knights and

Ladies of the Equestrian Order of the

Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem.

The scrolls are significant in wel-

coming and honoring members in the

long-standing lay order.

The Scroll Mass at St. Patrick Ca-

thedral Aug. 7 was concelebrated by

Bishop Peter. J Jugis; Father Paul Gary,

( tor of the cathedral; and Father John

i 'utnam, pastor of Sacred Heart Church

in Salisbury. Bishop Jugis, Father Gary
and Father Putnam are all members of

the Holy Order.

Bishop Jugis and Lieutenant John

Piunno presented four scrolls from
Rome confirming admission to Kerney

and Jane McNeil of Asheville and
Raymond and Lois Paradowski of

Salisbury.

Promotion to the rank of com-
mander was confirmed to General
Albert Esposito and Theresa Esposito of

Winston-Salem; and Joseph A. Tronco,

Jr. of Charlotte.

Thirty-five area Knights and Ladies

attended the Mass and reception, as well

a.s the '2004 nominees for investiture, Wil-

liam Augerot, Jane and Michael Balbirnie

and Philip Witt, all of Charlotte.

The history of the Equestrian Order

of the Holy Sepulchre dates to 1099,

when the Knights were established by

Godfrey de Bouillon to guard and pro-

tect the Holy Sepulcher, the tomb in

Jerusalem in which Jesus is believed to

have been buried.

According to Alice Cella, regional

representative for the Diocese of

Charlotte, the Order, whose members
must be invited to join, continues its

work in the modern world. The weapons

of today are prayer and funding aimed

at supporting and aiding the church and

the Catholic faith in the Holy Land. The
propagation and preservation of the

faith are coupled with assistance to the

Catholic missions in that area.

It sustains the efforts of Catholic

working to exist in a land torn by strife

and bloodshed, laboring to make their

lives more tolerable. Generous aid to the

weak and those without protection,

striving for justice and peace are the

characteristic virtues of the Order of

Holy Sepulchre.

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevam@charlottediocese.org.
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7800 E. Independence Blvd., Charlotte
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"Nothing Could Be Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

Donated cart allows Holy
Angels to cruise the outdoors

BELMONT — Holy Angels now
has a new set of wheels.

A specially designed wheelchair-ac-

cessible limousine golf cart has been do-

nated to Holy Angels, a nonprofit corpo-

ration that provides programs and ser-

vices for child and adult residents with

varying degrees of mental retardation.

The cart, named "Holy Rollers" and

donated by Carolina Golf Cars, will take

residents for trips around the campus
while enjoying the built-in radio system.

Gary Babcock, president of Caro-

lina Golf Cars and longtime supporter of

Holy Angels, worked on this cart since

before Christmas 2003. He, his family

and staff took the time and effort to

ensure the comfort and safety of the resi-

dents in the cart.

He also wanted to make sure they

have a great time and experience unique

opportunities.

'WTien I was in college, I visited a

place for children with disabilities. Ever

since then, it is important for me, my
family and company to do something

special for people that are less fortunate,"

said Babcock.

AAer meeting with Regina Moody,
president and CEO of Holy Angels, and

the staff and residents, Babcock said he

conceived a "stretch golf cart designed

for wheelchairs that would be fun and

something different."

'To have the kids get outside and

have an opportunity to ride around and

see a few different sights appealed to me
and hopefully to all the people and staff

of Holy Angels," he said.

"We are so grateful to Mr. Babcock

and his family and staff for their dedica-

tion and personal commitment to the

residents of Holy Angels," said Moody.
"He has demonstrated a generous and

kind spirit with his donation of this cart

and his attention to every detail about

the cart."

"Holy Angels is dedicated to provid-

ing unique opportunities for our resi-

dents to experience the highest quality of

life regardless of disability," she said.

'W^e are able to do this because of the

generosity and thoughtfulness of our

fi-iends such as Mr. Babcock who under-

stands our mission."

Holy Angels was founded in 1956

by the Sisters of Mercy. Holy Angels'

residents have var3dng degrees of men-
tal retardation and physical disabilities,

and many are medically fragile.

Programs include the Holy Angels

Residential Center, four Community
Group Homes, four Intermediate Care

Facilities for the Mentally Retarded

group homes. Little Angels Child Devel-

opment Center, Great Adventures,

Camp Hope and Cherubs Cafe & Candy
Bouquets in downtown Belmont.

Courtesy Photo

Residents and staff of Holy Angels in Belmont enjoy a spin on the new "Holy Rollers"

wheelchair-accessible limousine golf cart.
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Asheville Catholic

teacher to visit Japan
ASHEVILLE — Pamela Budd, li-

brarian at AshevTlle Catholic School, wUl

be among 200 educators from across the

United States to attend a three-week

program in Japan this November.

"I can't wait. It's something that I've

been preparing for," said Budd. "I read

every night about the country."

Budd was selected from a national

pool of more than 2,000 applicants by a

panel of educators to take part in the

Fulbright Memorial Fund (FMF)
Teacher Program, which allows distin-

guished primary and secondary educa-

tors in the United States to travel to

Japan in an effort to promote greater

intercultural understanding between the

two nations.

In total, 600 educators from all 50

U.S. states and the District of Columbia

will visit Japan (in groups of 200) in

June, October and November this year.

Upon their return, the educators will

share what they have learned about

Japan with their students and commu-
nities through a variety of outreach

programs.

"I feel this is such a great opportu-

nity for me professionally, as well as for

personal growth," said Budd.

Beginning in Tokyo, Budd and her

group will receive a practical orientation

to Japanese culture and meet officials

and educators. Next, they will travel in

groups of 20 to prefectures (states) out-

side ofTokyo to meet with local teachers

and students at primary and secondary

schools.

"When I return, I'll target the sev-

enth-grade, which is studying Japan,"

said Budd. "I hope to make Japan more
real because I've been there."

She plans to compare and contrast

U.S. schools and Japanese schools, reli-

gion, food and other cultural aspects. She

said she also would take "hundreds of

photos" to "give the students a sense that

Japan is a real place as opposed to a

faraway place."

Budd's group is scheduled to visit

cultural sites and local industries; in ad-

dition the educators will spend a night

with Japanese families.

"I'll be taking Japanese at a local

community college, so hopefully I'll be

able to communicate with the family,"

said Budd.

The program is sponsored by the

Japanese government and was launched

in 1997 to commemorate the 50th anni-

versary of the U.S. government

ce

FREE MONEY

Courtesy Photo

Pamela Budd, librarian at Asheville

Catholic School, discusses a quilt with

student Jessica Kuehl. The quilt is

similar to one third-graders will make

for Budd to present as a gift to a third-

grade class in Japan during Budd's

three-week visit in November as part of

the Fulbright Memorial Fund Teacher

Program.

Fulbright Program, which has enabled

more than 6,000 Japanese citizens to

study in the United States on Fulbright

fellowships for graduate education and

research.

The program is administered by

the Japan-United States Educational

Commission. The Institute of Interna-

tional Education, the nation's largest

nonprofit educational and cultural ex-

change agency, coordinates FMF in the

United States.

To date, more than 4,000 pri-

mary and secondary educators have

visited Japan through the FMF
Teacher Program.

Educators throughout the United

States can apply to take part as

guests of the Japanese government in

one of the three scheduled trips to

Japan in 2005. Teachers and admin-
istrators of all disciplines are encour-

aged to apply. Applicants are not

required or expected to have prior

knowledge of Japanese culture.

WANT TO GO?
Educators may apply online at

www.liee.org/fmf, or call (888) 527-2636.

FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

1401 Patton Ave.

Asheville, NC
(828) 252-3535

72 Ix^ngShcxils RiMti

Ardai, NC
(828) 687-3530

Assuring
Absolute
Integrity

AsheviUe's Catholic Funeral Directors

Dale Groce • John Prock

Toll-free (888) 874-3535

Pre-armngements and €>bituaries on-line at www.grocefuneralhome.com

Community programs provide valuable

supportfor Catholic schools

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Candles, maga-
zines, wrapping paper. For almost as

long as children have attended school,

their loving parents, grandparents
and even cash-strapped aunts and
uncles have been asked to purchase

such items during annual fundraising

campaigns.

There are many items people can

purchase to help schools, including

bread, milk, cereal and juice.

Bread, milk, cereal and juice?

Through programs such as Har-
ris Teeter's Together in Education,

Bi-Lo's A+ for Schools, Food Lion's

LionShop & Share, Campbell's Labels

for Education and General Mills' Box
Tops for Education, contributing to

schools can be as easy as buying a

loaf of bread or a gallon of milk.

"It's a simple way to make a do-

nation without opening your check-

book," said Lisa Kehoe, a parent of a

second-grade student at St. Patrick

School in Charlotte.

Through the store-sponsored

programs, every time a customer
purchases certain products, the store

contributes a portion of the proceeds

to the schools that customer has reg-

istered to support.

These programs are available to

schools throughout the Diocese of

Charlotte, but individual schools

must register with each store to re-

ceive contributions.

Customers need not live in the

same city as the school they are sup-

porting. For instance, someone shop-

ping in Boone, where no Catholic

school exists, can sign up to support

Sacred Heart School in Salisbury.

Customers can also collect the la-

bels from Campbell's products and
box tops from General Mills products

and turn them into the school they

want to support. Schools then redeem
Campbell's labels for supplies to be

used in the classroom. For each box
top received. General Mills contrib-

utes 10 cents directly to the school.

In the six years since it instituted

the Together in Education program,

Harris Teeter has donated
$5,049,604.

Each supermarket program
works differently in terms of how
many schools a customer can spon-

sor, how long each enrollment period

lasts (from three to nine months) and

which products qualify for donations.

Harris Teeter contributes a por-

tion of the sale of select non-perishable

Harris Teeter products. Customers
can designate up to five schools they

want to support by "linking" their VIC
card to those schools and must re-link

their VIC cards annually.

Each time a customer shops at

Food Lion and uses the MVP card,

LionShop & Share donates a portion

of the total grocery purchase to the

school, church or other local not-for-

profit organization the customer se-

lected. Customers may register for

one organization per quarter, but

have the option to change the organi-

zation they wish to support before

each new quarter begins. There is a

limit of $350 per organization per

quarter.

Bi-Lo customers can support up

to three schools using their Bi-Lo

BONUSCARD. Like Food Lion, Bi-f

Lo contributes a portion of the total
j

grocery purchase. "

Customers can designate their;

schools for Together in Education in

the store or online. Enrollment fo^

LionShop & Share and A-l- for Schools

can be done online or by calling a toll-

free phone number.

Angela Montague, principal of St.

Patrick School, estimated they re-*

ceived $3,500-$4,000 from the vari-

ous programs during the 2003-04
school year. This school year, their

goal is to collect $8,000.

Joe Puceta, principal of St.

Michael School in Gastonia, said the

school's Parent-Teacher Organiza-

tion uses the donations to purchase

science equipment and materials for

teachers.

"These programs provide an un-

expected income that always helpSj

especially for enrichment activiti

for our students," Puceta said.

Contact Staff Writer Karen .

Evans by calling (704) 370-3334 or

mail kaevans@charlottediocese. org.

WANT TO HELP?
To enroll in Harris Teeter's Together In

Education program, visit your local store

orwww.harristeeter.com. To enroll in the

Bi-Lo A+ for schools program, call (800)

862-9293 orvisitwww.bi-lo.com. To eriroll

in the Food Lion's LionShop & Share, call

(704) 633-8250 orvisitwww.foodlion.com.
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P O Box 1 1 586
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586
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"The need for outreach to our own people and to

others who speak Spanish is very great."

Photos by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Mother Maria Trinidad Villaran leads a small faith community prayer service in

Andrews Aug. 21. Jose Martinez plays guitar for the opening hymn. Also attending

are Claudia Huerta and her son Guadalupe.

Mother Villaran listens as Claudia Huerta makes a point during a discussion of the

story of Jesus and Zacchaeus at a prayer service Aug. 21.

El Salvador

nuns spread

Gospel to N.C.

HIspanlcs

VILLARAN, from page 1

coordinator for the Smoky Mountain
Vicariate, invited Mother Villaran and

one of her nuns, Sister Maribel Ruiz,

from El Salvador to work in western

North Carolina Aug. 4-23.

Mother Villaran spent her time in

Andrews in Cherokee County. Sister

Ruiz worked in Cashiers, Sapphire

Valley and Glenville Lake in Jackson

County. They visited several families

or groups each day.

"We announce the Gospel of

Jesus," Mother Villaran said. "It's a

very good experience for me (here)

because this is my work in El Salva-

dor — to announce the Gospel, the

salvation from Jesus Christ."

"The need for outreach to our own
people and to others who speak Span-
ish is very great," said Father Carl T.

Del Giudice, pastor of Sacred Heart

Church in Brevard and its mission,

St. Jude Church, in Sapphire Valley.

The small faith communities in

the United States engage mainly in

faith sharing, but in Latin America,

they also train people for various

ministries such as music and Eucha-
ristic ministers.

"Everything is guided by the

church," Mother Villaran said.

In El Salvador, a nun from the

Franciscan Missionaries of Mercy
visits a community for a week to in-

vite the residents to start a small

Christian community (SCC), a par-

ish-based group that meets to pray,

study Scripture and help others. The
nuns spend about 15 weeks establish-

ing the community, after which they

have a conversion-to-Christ retreat.

Following that retreat, SCC members
can evangelize others.

While Martinez and others at the

prayer service attend Holy Redeemer,

many feel having an SCC is important.

Martinez explained that people

are in church for an hour a week, but

the small faith community is where
they live their faith the rest of the time.

"In the small communities, we are

here to hear not only the word of God
but to hear the needs of others," he said.

"It's a way to bring people's faith

and their relationship to Jesus right

into their homes," said Father Michael

Kottar, administrator of Holy Re-
deemer Church in Andrews and Prince

of Peace Church in Robbinsville. "It

makes it very personal."

The Franciscan Missionaries of

Mercy, an order formed three years

ago, have seven sisters, who work in

Santa Tecla and Mizata, El Salvador.

They minister to the very poor, in-

cluding war refugees and
farmworkers looking for urban jobs.

They give food and clothing to the

unemployed, but their main work is

evangelization.

During the Aug. 21 meeting,

Martinez read the story of Jesus and

Zacchaeus (Luke 19), while the oth-

ers followed along in their Bibles.

They reread the story in silence, then

discussed it.

Mother Villaran explained that

it's not enough to hear God's word,

but that one must act upon it.

Zacchaeus, she said, didn't keep Jesus

to himself but invited others to share,

so those present at this meeting
should not keep Jesus just for

themselves but should invite others

to the community.

Claudia Huerta said she did not

read the Bible much in Mexico be-

cause she didn't understand it, but

the discussions she has heard in the

small faith community have helped

her to understand it more.

The small Christian community,
she said, is a unique experience and

has a spirit she hasn't felt before.

"It was a great help what (Mother

Villaran) was doing with the evange-

lizing, visiting the trailer parks and

bringing God's word (to people)," said

Father Kottar.

"It was nice to see the presence of a

Spanish-speaking nun, and she

worked with some ofour core people in

the Hispanic community," he said.

The prayer service concluded with

everyone joining hands in a circle,

praying for special intentions and say-

ing together the "Our Father," "Hail

Mary" and "Glory Be to the Father."

Afterward people stayed to chat

and share a meal of roast pork and

spicy refried beans.

This SCC started on the feast of

the Immaculate Heart of Mary, cel-

ebrated on June 19 this year, so the

community took that as its name. An-
other SCC, composed of about a dozen

men, has formed since Mother
Villaran's visit.

"When Mother comes back," said

Guadalupe Martinez, Jose's uncle, "I

hope she will find two or three commu-
nities established."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or e-
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In northeastern Chad^s heat and
rain, refugee graves are added daily

Thousands£ee

war, devestation

BY STEPHEN STEELE
CATHOLIC NEXX'S SERVICE

FARCHANA REFUGEE
CAMP, Chad — About 100 graves of

Sudanese refugees line the cemetery of

the Farchana refugee camp in north-

eastern Cliad.

New bodies are added every day,

with most of the deceased being young
children or the elderly who have suc-

cumbed to the harsh conditions of the

African desert. The young adults buried

there are women.
Missing are the young men: The

bodies of those who were killed are bur-

ied or rotting throughout the Darfur

region of neighboring Sudan, where
government-backed Arab militias have

waged a campaign of ethnic cleansing

against the black Africans who inhabit

the region.

'This cemetery is the s)TTibol of our

suffering," said Abdullah Abdulaye.

In northeastern Chad, tempera-

tures reach 130 degrees. Dirt roads

washed away by unrelenting rains pre-

vent food and other supplies from
reaching the refugees.

In Farchana and Bredjing, the refli-

gees say they do not receive enough food

and that their children suffer from chronic

diarrhea and other maladies. Their tents

are no more than 8-feet-by-lO-fe^t, with

new arrivals— families as large as 1 1
—

placed in 4-foot-by-6-foot tents.

U.N. officials describe conditions in

Farchana as "good."

One Doctors Without Borders official

said 30 percent of the 1,200 patients the

agency sees each week in Bredjing suffer

from chronic diarrhea. The official said

those numbers were "alarming" and
could indicate a potential for more serious

maladies, such as dysentery or cholera.

"We want to give them more food, but

we can't," said Couldjim Madibe, camp
director of Farchana. "We have to work
within the (U.N.) guidelines," he said.

Those guidelines include per-per-

son-per-day servings of 425 grams of

UPCOMirHG PILGRIMAGES

2004
Ne<yugoije - Oct. 18-26

Shrine of Elizabeth Ann Seton
Emmitsburg, Nd. - Nov. 5-7

New Covenant Boolcstore

Wnston-Salem, NC
336-760-1673

2005
Lourdes, France - February

(off season prices)

Shrine of Max. Kolbe - July

Call for details

newCovcnantBookstore.com

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

Sudanese refugees wait for aid near the Kounoungo camp in Chad Aug. 30. About 200,000

refugees have fled from western Sudan into Chad to escape Arab militias who have killed

more than 30,000 non-Arab Africans.

cereal; 50 grams of beans; 25 grams of a

corn-soy mix; 25 grams of oil; 15 grams
of sugar; and 5 grams of salt.

More than 12,000 refugees are in

Farchana. In Bredjing, the numbers
have swelled to more than 40,000, with

new refijgees arriving every day.

About 200,000 Sudanese refugees

are in Chad, with a million more dis-

placed within Sudan. The United Nations

estimates that about 30,000-50,000

people have been killed since early 2003.

The World Health Organization said

Aug. 31 that in Darfur hepatitis cases

have increased due to insufficient clean

water and poor sanitary conditions, with

more than 2,400 cases and more than 40
deaths reported since late May. In Chad,

about 30 deaths have been linked to

hepatitis, the U.N. agency reported.

Sudan is under intense international

pressure to control the Arab militias,

known as the Janjaweed. A U.N. dead-

line to improve the situation in Darfiir

expired Aug. 30, leaving Sudan facing

international sanctions.

Mortgage Place Lending
Consolidate

Higti-interest

Debt

100% Flnntcing

Programs

LOW interest

t Interest-only

Programs

PRIME RATE FOR LIFE

Interest Rate: 4.25%
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMPARISON:

Mortgage Rate Current Payment

$200,000 6.50% .f 1,264.14

Mortgage Rjite NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 4.25% $708.33

NO Payment
until

Nov. 20041

No
Out-of-Pocket

Closing Costs

/ '// help you realize your home mmership dreams.

*Call Andrew Smith (704) 965-7486

Interest rate shown is Prime (4.50%), minus 1/4% Lased on 80% or less I.'A'. Sutject to underwriting conditions.

jCAJHOUC
1 Social

112? Soiitti C hurrh St,

Charbtlc, NC 28203

www.rssnr.org

Executive Director;

Elizabeth Thurbee (704) 370-3227
Refugee Office:

Cira Ponce (704) 370-6930
justice & Peace:

Joe Purello(704) 370-3225
Special Ministries:

Gerard A. Carter (704) 370-3250

Charlotte Region: 1123 South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203
Area Director: Geri King (704) 370-6155

Western Region: 50 Orange Street, Asheville, NC 28801
Area Director: Sister Marie Frechette (828) 255-0146

Piedmont-Triad: 621 W. Second Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27108
Area Director: David Harold (336) 727-0705
Greensboro Satellite Office: (336) 274-5577
High Point Hispanic Center: (336) 884-5858

For information on specific programs, please call your local office.

The United Nations says Darfur is

the world's worst humanitarian crisis.

Farchana was the first refijgee camp
for Sudanese in Chad. Now 1 1 camps
are under the direction of the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees, and other

unofficial camps have been established

along the Chad-Sudan border.

Abdulaye said he arrived at

Farchana in late May. He fled his village

of Guerendi in February during a late-

night ambush by the Janjaweed and
government forces.

He drew lines in the sand to describe

how Sudanese soldiers in vehicles sur-

rounded his village while the Janjaweed

on camels attacked. Government air-

craft shot at fleeing villagers.

"If you succeed in escaping, the

planes foUow and shoot at you," he said.

His story is similar to the stories

other refugees and the displaced have

told humanitarian aid workers for

months. Sometimes the government air-

craft dropped bombs on villages, fol-

lowed by a militia raid. Others say the

Janjaweed arrived first, with govern-

ment aircraft finishing the job.

Many of the Farchana refugees said

they wanted to return home, but realized

it might be a long time before peace is

restored to Darfur.

"How do we forget what we wit-

nessed? People killed by planes, women
and children shot. How do we forgive

such a thing? It is clear in my mind; I

want revenge," he said.

"Every day we are dying as a people,"

Abdu Gammar said Aug. 28 as he
pointed to the grave of a young mother
buried earlier that morning in Farchana.

stems
LLC

fremium Qjorti Aeration and O^c^ccding

Natural Qf^an't Turf f'ertilization

10% off

when you schedule

core aeration before

September 301

Core aeration creates

a healthier, lusher, disease-

resistant lawn by

breaking up compacted soil

for better air and

water circulation.

t

jca:

All natural treatments • Safe for pets and people

(

VVc care for your environment naturally!
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OEO assists many in western N,C.

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Debi Gaffey feeds baby jenday conyers. Handfeeding makes the birds easier to

handle. Enrolled in the Office of Economic Opportunity's ABLE matched-savings

program, Gaffey expanded her small business by saving money and completing training

programs.

OEO, from page 1

the diocesan Office of Economic Oppor-

tunity (OEO) at the Bishop Begley Cen-

ter for Economic Development in

Murphy.
Gaffey is enrolled in the OEO's As-

sets Building Matched Savings Pro-

gram (ABLE), which will help her to

expand her small businesses: selling sil-

\-er jewelry at a local flea market and

buUding an aviary to house the cock-

atiels, macaws and conyers she raises

and sells.

ABLE— which promotes economic

self-sufficiency through training and sav-

ings programs for schools, businesses and

housing— is just one way that the OEO
reaches out to residents of Cherokee,

Swain, Graham and Clay counties.

Since Catholic Social Service's Office

of Justice and Peace in the Diocese of

Charlotte founded it in 1999, the OEO
has given grants totaling $101,000 to

47 nonprofit and faith-based organiza-

tions and community groups.

The OEO will celebrate its fifth an-

niversary this year with a festival in the

pavilion behind St. William Church in

Murphy Sept. 24-25.

Granting community
The OEO, said Father George

Kloster, pastor of St. William in Murphy
and Immaculate Heart of Mary in

Hayesville, is "a visible sign by the

Catholic Church that we are concerned

about the people in this area, especially

the poor, who have been left behind in

many ways."

The OEO, he said, shows that the

Catholic Church wants to partner with

people to help them achieve better lives.

'This region is being forced to make
an adjustment from a traditional wage
labor economy to a service-oriented '9 to

5' career track," an ABLE brochure

states. "Without some assistance

through this transition period, families

are left behind."

The "adjustment" is forced by the

fact that there is little industry in the

four western counties.

'The growth areas (now) are small

entrepreneurs and heritage tourism,"

said Joan Furst, the OEO's director.

"OEO does a wonderful job," said

Claudie Burchfield of the Graham
County Travel & Tourism Authority

(GCTTA). "Joan (Furst) and (Father)

George (Kloster) are really involved. It

makes a difference in these small western

communities."

The GCTTA in RobbinsvUle and

the Cherokee County Cooperative Ex-
,tension Service in Murphy received

grants this year toward fairs that help

preserve the area's heritage and bring

needed dollars into the community.

A $2,500 grant helped revive the

Graham County Heritage Festival, held

July 4. More than 1,000 people attended,

some from as far away as Florida.

Events included logrolling, Appalachian

music and dance, vendor booths and

booths focused on activities of local com-
munity organizations, a Native Ameri-

can exhibit and a "taste of Robbinsville,"

with tickets sold to allow purchasers to

sample food at various restaurants.

Any money taken in, over and
above festival costs, went back into the

community, this time to buy beds for

Emergency Medical Service workers to

use during their long shifts.

"We've really "had nothing that's used

to grow community," Burchfield said. "It

was just a wonderful event. It brought

people together, and we've already had a

spinoff. We've having a festival of trees,

which wiU be held in conjunction with our

Christmas parade."

During the three-day tree festival,

people will buy and decorate trees for dis-

play in the town. Tree-purchase proceeds

will buy Christmas gifts for needy children

and groceries for the local food pantry.

"People were really skeptical about

what the festival could be — until after

the event," Burchfield said. "Now,
everybody's talking about how much
bigger and better it can be next year."

A $1,700 grant helped the contin-

ued revival of the Cherokee County
Heritage Fair, held Sept. 4.

"We're trying to rekindle what we
used to have," said Jessica Roberson,

family and consumer agent with the

Cherokee County Center of the North

Carolina Cooperative Extension Service.

"I remember growing up here in the '70s

when we had a county fair."

In the early 1980s, the fair was dis-

continued. Last year, though, it re-

turned, combined with the county's

third annual heritage walk. More than

3,000 people attended the combined
event.

At least as many came this year.

Ribbons went to the best vegetables and

canned goods, flowers, needlework and

woodcarving. A Cakewalk and auction

were held; clubs and homemaker groups

were exhibited.

"It went very well," Roberson said.

"Everybody seemed to like the fair and

the walk. People kept pouring in."

Gaffey hopes that people will pour

into the businesses she's expanding
through ABLE. When an ABLE partici-

pant has saved $1,000 — to start or

expand small businesses, build a house,

or further his or her education— ABLE
doubles that with another $2,000. Par-

ticipants can save more but only $1,000

is matched.

Matching success

Gaffey, divorced and raising a 12-

year-old daughter, suffers from
fibromyalgia and mild lupus.

Nothing has stopped her entrepre-

neurship, however. Despite setbacks, in-

cluding the driver who crashed into her

front yard about 1 8 months ago, taking

out her car, well and pump and damag-
ing a storage shed, she's forging ahead.

"I make jewelry and I'm planning

things all the time that I would like to do
if I had the resources," she said.

Tliose resources would include a com-

puter so that she could expand her jewelry

business. At present, she has to use the

computer at the local public library to

order her materials. She could advertise

her products if she had a Web site.

Gaffey enrolled in ABLE, began

saving and completed the small-busi-

ness training program through the Con--

sumer Counseling Service of Western
North Carolina Inc. that ABLE requires

of all participants. The course teaches a

variety of skills, including budgeting

and money management, and each par-

ticipant completes a business plan.

Those who don't complete the training

get back their savings but without the

matching funds.

The materials Gaffey acquired during

her training have helped her organize her

businesses. "I know where I am at any

time," she said. "I never did that before."

ABLE requires participants to save

at least $20 a month. Gaffey is saving

$20 a week and will finish saving in

March 2005, just in time to buy birds

for spring breeding.

"There have been a couple of weeks,"

she said, "when I thought, 'I can really

use that money for something else, but I

haven't taken it; I've put it in (the bank)."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-ma iljnell@dnet. net

WANT TO GO?
The Office of Economic Opportunity will

celebrate its fifth anniversary in the pavil-

ion behind St. William Church in Murphy

6-9:30 p.m., Sept. 24, and 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.,

Sept. 25. The event, free and open to the

public, will include storytelling, music, arts

and crafts, children's games, face painting,

food and drink.

Directions: Tal<e Hwy. 64 to Murphy Turn

off Hwy. 64 on Bulldog Drive (road be-

tween Murphy High School and the BP
station). At the bottom of the hill, turn left at

traffic light. Go about 300 feet and tum right

into the church parking lot. Follow the signs

to the rear of the church.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home!

We Build Friendships With Families

NX'e knrw it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to pnnnde homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

.\t-Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened.

704 549 4010
VUiik^ Angels.^^

E-mail us at Jiil.Stewai1@VisitingAngels.cow
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

U.S. bishops back FCC
bid to malie stations tape

theirshows
Procedure tohelp£ghtindecency

in television broadcasts

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — A represen-

tative of the U.S. bishops said the bish-

ops back a Federal Communications
Commission proposal to compel radio

and TV stations to keep tapes of what
they've broadcast in case citizens

make complaints against them for air-

ing indecent material.

"The current procedure for inde-

cency complaints, which puts the ini-

tial burden on listeners and viewers to

obtain a transcript from the broad-

caster of the program at issue but does

not require the broadcaster to provide

it when requested by the listener or

viewer, inhibits the appropriate en-

forcement of indecency rules," said

Katherine Grincewich, assistant gen-

eral counsel to the U.S. bishops, in

testimony delivered Aug. 27.

"Absent a transcript or tape, the

(Federal Communications) Commis-
sion is forced to make its initial deci-

sion based on a listener's or viewer's

memory alone, a situation unfair to the

complainant, the broadcaster and the

commission," Grincewich added.

"The fleeting nature of indecent

broadcast programs — and the need

for the proposed new program ar-

chives — has, of course, been known
from the incipiency of the

commission's regulation of indecent

broadcasts," she said.

Archiving programs would help

community groups determine whether

to challenge the renewal of a

broadcaster's license, Grincewich said.

She asked for rules to be developed "so

that citizens will have much-needed
information" on which to base such a

challenge.

In its drive to deregulate broad-

casting, the FCC in 1981 and 1983

"eliminated much of the documenta-
tion formerly required of broadcast re-

newal applicants," according to

Grincewich. Since then, she said, "the

public must rely instead on time-con-

suming and elaborate viewer — or

listener — logs of programs or on

broadcasters' vague quarterly pro-

gram/issues lists."

The FCC itself, Grincewich added,

"has recognized that licensees can eas-

ily defeat petitions to deny based on
the quarterly lists by providing infor-

mation they did not include on those

lists."

Should the FCC approve the new
archiving rule, Grincewich suggested

"on-air, primetime announcements and

notices on station Web sites are two

methods of educating the public of its

right to acquire copies of programs."

Grincewich asked the FCC to

"take the next necessary step by defin-

ing what 'program content' will satisfy

the statutory requirement that broad-

casters serve the public interest."

"The commission must move deci-

sively ... to establish clear, enforceable

requirements that broadcasters deter-

mine the needs and interests of their

communities of license, air at least a

minimum amount of public affairs,

news and independently produced
programs which meet those needs and

interests, and report to the public their

actions," she said.

In a July interview With Catholic

News Service, FCC Commissioner
Michael Copps said the proposed rule

became necessary because broadcast-

ers did not respond to an FCC request

to voluntarily make and keep tapes.

"The industry could do so much
more if it would voluntarily step up to

the plate," he said.

. SMITH & SMITH, PA
/ \ Timothy M. Smith, Attorney Jacquelyn A. Smith, Attorney

Members of St. Mark's Church

EXPERIENCED
CRIMINAL LAW

AGGRESSIVE -

PERSONAL INJURY

CARING
NO FEE UNTIL WE
WIN ON PI CASES

FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION
convenient free parking

10% off attorneyfee—]0% of net fee donated to Catholic Social Services Food Pantry

704-331-3092 www.smithandsinithpa.com 900 Baxter St., Suite 109, Charlotte

Traffic Tickets (Meek, only)

DWI
Expunctions

Felonies & Misdemeanors

Auto Accident

Workers' compensation
wrongful Death

Whiplash - Back, Neck, Head injuries

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: SEPT. 19, 2004

Sept 19, Twenty-fifth

Sundayin Ordinary

Tune,

Cycle C. Readings:

1) Amos 8:4-7

Psalm 113:1-2, 4-8

2) 1 Timothy 2:1-8

3) Gospel: Luke 16:1-13

BY DAN LUBY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Political candidates all seem to

want voters to see them as champions

of the middle class. Since most Ameri-
cans consider themselves part of this

socio-economic group, it's

unsurprising when candidates situate

themselves as tireless defenders of

middle-class rights and privileges.

Most of us have worked hard for

what we have, and a candidate who
makes defense of our hard-won com-
fort is appealing.

But that's not the kind of thinking

that motivates the Hebrew prophets,

especially not Amos, tree-surgeon-

turned-incendiary prophet, who
speaks in the first reading of Sunday's

liturgy.

For Amos — as for Jesus and an

unbroken line of his followers up to the

present day pope — those needing

courageous and plainspoken defense

against the depredations of unjust and
corrupt power are the most voicelesi

among us. In Amos' time, about 7

years before Christ, the scandal of I

rael was the heartless treatment

widows, children, servants, tenai

farmers, laborers, peasants. Sud
people had no voice in the corridor]

of power.

Those who held the reins of eco-|

nomic and social and religious influence^. I

had grown so deaf to the cries of the

poor that they not only ignored their

plight, but actively exploited their pow-
erlessness. Even the byproducts of agri-

cultural production — chaff from
threshed wheat — were denied the

hungry, for the sake of profit.

Amos' fiery prophecy aimed to

shake the privileged from their compla-

cency and confront them with the God
who is the champion not of the comfort-

able and secure, but of the poor.

In the remaining days of the^ pi

litical campaign, let Amos shake u

from our complacency as well. Let ui

mirror God's passionate concern fo:

the defenseless — children (born an

unborn), the elderly poor, the mentally

handicapped, all those with little or no

access to political and economic clout.

Let us challenge candidates at every

level to be champions of those most
in need.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR^THE WEEKOF SEPTEMBER 12 - SEPTEMBER 18

Sunday (Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14, 1 Timothy"

1:12-17, Luke 15:1-32; IVIonday (St. John Chrysostom), 1 Corinthians 11:17-26, 33,

Lul<e 7:1-10; Tuesday (Exaltation of the Holy Cross), Numbers 21:4-9, Philippians 2:6-

11, John 3:13-17; Wednesday (Our Lady of Sorrows), 1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13,

John 19:25-27; Thursday (St. Cornelius, St. Cyprian), 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Lul<e-

7:36-50; Friday (St. Robert Bellarmine), 1 Corinthians 15:12-20, Lul<e 8:1-3; Saturday,

1 Corinthians 15:35-37, 42-49, Lul<e 8:4-15

ISCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19 - SEPTEMBER 25

Sunday (Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Amos 8:4-7, 1 Timothy 2:1-8, Lul<&'^

16:1-13; Monday (St. Andrew Kim Taegon, St. Paul Chong Hasang & Companions),

Proverbs 3:27-34, Lul<e 8:16-18; Tuesday (St. Matthew), Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13, IVIat-

thew 9:9-13; Wednesday, Proverbs 30:5-9, Lul<e 9:1-6; Thursday, Ecclesiastes 1:2-11,

Lul<e 9:7-9; Friday, Ecclesiastes 3:1-11, Lul<e 9:18-22; Saturday, Ecclesiastes 11:9—

12:8, Luke 9:43-45

Cardiac Arrest may strike someoneyou know

*^^^Are youprepared to /i^^?--*.^.''*^*'^^''^^

Automated External Defibrillators are simple and easy to use

• Minimal Training Required, designedfor the lay user

• Peace ofmindfor your: Church, Home, Office and more

• The latest technologyfrom the world leader in defibrillation

9 Complete Solutions to assist with the oversight ofyour AED Program.

9 New Leasing options are now availableforyour Church or business

Southern First Aid
Serving Nor^ Carolina

( 704) 53 1-2686 avww. soiithern-firs t-aicl.com
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These 'Clouds' are dreary

CNS PHOTO FROM Sony Classics

Stuart Townsend and Charlize Theron star in "Head in the Clouds," about the

unorthodox relationship of a free-spirited photographer, a Cambridge graduate

and a Spanish model in Europe in the 1930s and '40s. Overall freewheeling

attitude toward sex, a fleeting orgy tableau, intense sexual encounters, some

rough and crude language, nudity, sadomasochism, torture, a gory shooting

and a crude episode of urination, the USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting

classification is 0 — morally offensive. The Motion Picture Association of

America rating is R — restricted.

CATHOLIC MTOMEN'S DAY CELEBRATION:

A Day to Rejoicel
Saturday Sept. 25 9 am - 3 pni

St. GaKriel C-liurcli, Cliarlotte

All Catholic women are invited to join us

for prayer and lau^kter— plus music

provided. Ly tke nationally-known trio

"Pei^ect Blend:

A Little Jazz; - A Little Swing.

Tkis musical group, wkick includes

Steav Conddon, music director at

St. Gakriel, kas performed in ^ . ^ ^

New York's second largest statewide ^

|lHH|||BMh^^ celekration and kas entertained tke

' Clintons — plus all tkree musicians

^^^^i^/L^ kave sung at Carnegie Hall!

Info: 704-364-5431
Cost: $10 includes breakfast & limck

REGISTRATION REQUIRED - DEADLINE is SEPT. 20

Don't wait as space is limited!! Register NOW!
Please make checks to: St. Gabriel/Women's Day and mail to:

St. Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd., Charlotte, NC 28211

Missionary's fight against Mexican

drug dealers made into film

BY GEORGINA STARK
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas —
Prayer was often all Oblate Father Ted
Pfeifer could fall back on while working

as a missionary among poor communi-

ties in the mountainous state of Oaxaca

in southern Mexico.

When he arrived in 1963, he never

imagined the area would be taken over

by gun-toting drug traffickers, who
forced his dirt-poor parishioners to grow
heroin poppy and marijuana.

His defiance of their violence and

manipulation eventually led to the drug

traffickers, known as "narcos," turning

their AK-47s on him.

He survived the attack. "Only the Eu-

charist and prayer are what kept me go-

ing. I had nothing else," said Father

Pfeifer, now 71.

Father Pfeifer's story has been made
into an independent film, "The Oath,"

which was shown in a private screening

Aug. 6 at the Texas Independent Film-

makers Festival in San Antonio.

Father Pfeifer began working with

the poor Zapotec Indians in the town of

San Pedro Martir di Quiechapa in

Oaxaca a few years after his 1959 ordi-

nation in San Antonio as an Oblate of

Mary Immaculate priest.

The area was home to around
25,000 Catholics, scattered in small vil-

lages across a large mountain range. The
villagers had never seen electricity or

running water, and had not had a priest

in more tlian 40 years.

More than 30 missions "needed to

be visited, by mule or on foot because

there were no roads at that time and

they were scattered," said Father Pfeifer.

The residents had no health care

facility or doctors, so he became a para-

medic and set up a clinic. He eventually

lost count of the hundreds of babies he

delivered and baptized.

"We saved a lot of lives, especially

infants who often suffered from diarrhea

which could kill them in hours," he said.

In 1975, the priest started noticing

visits from northern Mexicans looking

forv families to grow the red heroin poppy.

The priest said the families did not

know what they were involved in by

growing the drugs, except that it paid

them 10 times what they could make

fi-om their vegetables and beans.

The traffickers had confiscated the

Indians' choicest lands, leaving them
little acreage to grow the food they sub-

sisted on. The traffickers used violence

against those who complained, whose

drug crop was not up to par or who
disagreed over payinent.

In an area with no police force and no

telephones, they abused the women and

started assassinating the local people.

Father Pfeifer began keeping a

record of his murdered parishioners —
up to 150 names in 10 years.

Father Pfeifer turned in information

of the murders to the attorney general in

Mexico City and the district attorney in

Oaxaca. He even turned in the names of

traffickers believed to be responsible, but

complained that officials did little.

In 1987, six traffickers attempted to

assassinate the priest on a mountain

road. Word had already gone around

the villages that the "narcos" had a con-

tract out on the priest.

Father Pfeifer wondered how the

townspeople would react to the shooting.

His answer came when the parish called a

meeting to ask their priest what they

could do for him. He offered to leave,

knowing that they might also be targeted

just to get to him. But they begged him to

stay, and he did for eight more years.

The violence continued, along with

Father Pfeifer's efforts to bring the per-

petrators to justice.

But he saw little being done. He
suspected many of the officials to whom
he turned in names were involved in the

drug trade or had been bribed.

The stress, paranoia and lack of

sleep from living in fear took its toll on

Father Pfeifer's health. "My blood pres-

sure shot way up and I'm like a walking

pharmacy with all the stuff I have to

take," he joked.

Maria Luisa Zapata, the director

and writer of the film, "The Oath," said

she was inspired after hearing him give

an account of his missionary work in

San Antonio. Plans for release of the

movie are still in the works.

"It's an exciting story of someone
who truly believes in the Gospels, of

God working through a dedicated mis-

sionary," said Father Pfeifer's brother.

Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer ofSan Angelo.

SAFETY MEDICAL
ALERT SYSTEMSm

Are You or a Loved One Living Alone?
ResponseUnk Is your answer for enhanced Independence and safety!

Respon^^lj^lWr
liih»TKing ViMN- Ssirty—tfminng Your imhpmdtiKv

24-hour emergency &
non-emergency

state-of-the-art system

* medication/health reminders

* lightweight, waterproof wrist

ornecit pendant

Local offices open 24 hours a day to assist your immediate needs.

Local owners are parishioners of St. Mark Catholic Church, Huntcrsville, NC

(704) 875-8473 1-877-333-8866 TOLL FREE
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Catholic Gift & Bool< Store

Over 700 Book Titles, plus Bibles, Rosaries, Statues,

Medals, Tapes, CD, Plaques, & much, much more!

Hours: 9am- 5pm Monday - Friday

(336)273-2554 fax (336) 273-2441 233 N. (hrme Si. Gremshoro, NC 27401

Classifieds

SERVICES

features lots of extras/ upgrades; established

natural areas with tall trees; fridge conveys;

ideal for new grad, road warrior or single.

$85,500. Show by appointment. 704-252-
0922.

INSURANCE: Best Health Insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson {70-t) '845-

1416.
REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

TOWNHOME: Steele Creek area; 2-story, 2

bedrooms, 1.5 baths; 1008 sf Former model

TELL US WHAT YOU WANT! We can find

your mountain vacation/retirement home in

Maggie Valley/Waynesville. Contact Merry Jo or

Dick. Four Seasons Realty Group. 800-554^356
or email: rgorham@fourseasonsrealtygroup.com.

Enjoy peacefiil mountain living!

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

DONT PROCRASTINATE! CALL NOW!!

You could be singing too after more tlian

125,000 readers see YOUR company's
ad iiere!

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, tool
.^h^.

Catholic
Call (704) 370-3332 now! NEWS'-HERALD

©Husqvarna viking
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE

* Adult and youth classes * Notions, software, threads and more!

* Fabrics galore! * Easy financing!

* Repairs - all makes and models

Sharing the Joys of Sewing
Winston>Saienn Greensboro

336-766-8271 336-834-0230
1329 Lewisville-Clemmons Rd. 4604 W. Market St.

www.sewinglyyours.coni cnh

THIS MONTH IN -1995
Little Flower blossoms in Charlotte

The Little Flower assisted living residence had its groundbreaking ceremony in

Charlotte Sept. 6, 1995. The Little Flower residence, named for St. Therese of

Lisieux, was the first Catholic-oriented assisted living residence in the Diocese of

Charlotte. It was opened to accommodate senior adults who could no longer live

comfortably on their own or as safely as they would like, but did not require 24-

hour medical care of a nursing home.

YOUTH MINISTER

Multicultural parish community of 3000 families is seeking a Youth

Minister to develop, organize and implement a parish-based youth

program for middle and high school age children.

Candidate must be a practicing Catholic who is energetic and can

work well within a collaborative environment. A degree and 2-3

years of religious education and youth ministry are required.

Must be able to communicate effectively with both adults and children

and able to work a flexible schedule. Bi-lingual prefen-ed

(English/Spanish). Competitive salary and benefits. Relocation assistance.

Please send resume to

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church,

PO Box 619, Burlington, NC 27216

ore-mailtowww.catholic@netpath.net

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Roswell, GeoriS'^

Exciting opportunity awaits the Director of Music in a young, dynamic parish of 1 ,600+

families. The selected candidate will build on existing music program that includes

adult and youth choir, children's choir, cantors, contemporary ensembles and youth

band. Position requires excellent keyboard/organ and vocal skills, experience in

choral music, ensemble leadership, as well as administrative, budgeting and
communication skills. Proficiency on a secondary instrument such as guitar

considered a plus.

Qualified candidate must have a good working knowledge of Catholic liturgical

services, and the ability to maintain a traditional worship repertoire while building a

contemporary music program. A music degree is preferred. Competitive salary

commensurate with experience and benefits included.

Send cover letter, resume, salary requirements and references to Fr. Frank

McNamee, Pastor, St Peter Chanel Catholic Church, 11330 Woodstock Road,

Roswell, GA 30075 or email to fmcnamee@stpeterchanel.org.

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Multicultural parish community of 3000 families is seeking a

Director of Religious Education to develop, organize and

implement religious education programs for adults and children.

The successful candidate must be a practicing Catholic with an

appropriate degree and several years of religious education

experience and credentials.

Excellent communication & leadership skills and able to work a

flexible schedule. Bi-lingual desired (English/Spanish).

Competitive salary and benefits. Relocation assistance.

Please send resume to

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church,

PO Box 619, Burlington, NC 27216

or e-mail to www.catholic@netpath.net

I
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Vatican official: Terrorism has

unleashed 'fourth world war'

TERROR, from page 1

The cardinal, president of the Pon-

tifical Council for Justice and Peace,

spoke Sept. 6 at an interreligious meet-

"ing for peace sponsored by the Rome-
based Community of Sant'Egidio.

Terrorism on the scale seen since

Sept. 11, 2001, has become a type of

war outside the bounds of "all of the

political and juridical canons consoli-

dated by a very long tradition" for

defining war and regulating combat,

he said.

The reaction, the cardinal said, par-

ticularly in the "preventative war" on

Iraq proclaimed by the United States

and its coalition partners, is also outside

the bounds of traditionally accepted

definitions of national self-defense.

Cardinal Martino previously has

said that the war on Iraq was not

justified, but that once the coalition

forces invaded they had an obligation

to stay and to provide security while

the new Iraqi government is formed

and consolidated.

The cardinal said two aspects of

"the war of terrorism and the war on

terrorism" are completely new.

The first regards the ability of ter-

rorists to strike in one place, yet make
an "interruption" into the daily lives of

people around the globe, he said.

The immediacy of news coverage

brings images of the attacks into

UISTAUBACH
A World afReal Estate Knowledge

AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
1123 South Church Street

Charlotte, North Carolina

18,929 Square Feet

t* Ideal South End Location

Easy Access to interstates,

public transportation & Uptown

Floor Plan

For Monttfformation, phase call

704.943.2300

Mark Ajers

CAROUNASREGIOi

CORPORATESERVICES

M
ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCCSE

The Staubach Company- Carolinas, 121 W. Trade Street, Suite 2800 Charlotte, NC 28202 www.staubach.com

^
Data coniairmdh«re has b»engnltier0d from mircesi/^^

"The war ... is

particularly

disturbing

because these acts

sometimes are

committed in the

name of God."

Cardinal Renato Martino

everyone's homes, the cardinal said,

and the unexpected and horrifying acts

make people feel that they may not be

safe anywhere, including their offices or

their schools.

"With terrorism, war is no longer a

far-off event, but is terribly close," Car-

dinal Martino said.

The cardinal also said that, while

war always has been horrible and has

"sinisterly shone, light on the abyss"

of human hearts, "the war we are liv-

ing through at this moment is par-

ticularly disturbing because these

acts sometimes are committed in the

name of God."

Cardinal Martino said neither poli-

ticians nor people of faith could afford to

be simplistic when looking at what
triggers or contributes to terrorism.

The new world tensions combine

more than one motivation: historical

tensions among peoples, "economic re-

criminations caused by great poverty,"

the search for new political assets, "the

vindication of cultural diversity," or

other factors, he said.

The cardinal said people also can-

not ignore the fact that the interna-

tional arms trade makes it easy for dis-

gruntled groups to get weapons, fre-

quently using them against the country

that provided them.

Because the factors contributing

to terrorism' are so complex, he said,

the response must be as well. Because

the causes are complex, "they can be

removed only with joint action by a

number of local and international ac-

tors," he added.

The Christian contribution, he said,

must be a more concerted effort to teach

and live the truth that God is love and

demands that those who believe in him

love all men and women.

Caring for Charlotte Area Cotholic

Families in Their Hour of Need Since 1926

FUNERAL SERVICE, INC

Charlotte 704-334-6421

Pineville 704-544-1412

Mint Hill 704-545-4864

Derito 704-596-3291
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Cathedrals and
stadiums

Modemstructures

sharesimilarities with

andentdiiwdies

The Bank of America football sta-

dium is a short punt from the diocesan

Pastoral Center in Charlotte. Driving

by its concrete and steel majesty makes
me wonder: What does this building

remind me of?

Maybe it is elegance on a grand

scale, like an ocean liner that has some-

how docked itself in the center of a city,

ready to take on passengers for a

weekly excursion into a fantasy war
game. Other times, when I am hungry,

it looks more like a giant cereal bowl,

waiting for its breakfast of champions.

And then I thought of a cathedral.

Whoa! Now there's an interesting com-
parison.

In the Middle Ages when Europe
went on a church construction binge,

cathedrals were the stadiums of the

day. Cathedrals represented the collec-

tive wisdom and state of the art engi-

neering skill of people who wanted to

create a monument to the most impor-

tant thing in their lives — their rela-

tionship to God. Inspiring spires built

by puny men and women, without the

benefit of a sky crane or a welding

torch, soared hundreds of feet to the

heavens. A cathedral was at the center

of a community. It was its most impor-

tant structure.

If you look at the skyline of a mod-
ern American city, the monuments are

made of steel, glass and concrete, nearly

all ofthem erected to further commerce.

Thanks to media hype, community
pride is literally and figuratively built

upon the foundation of these structures.

Like the cathedrals of yore, the sta-

diums of today are built with large

amounts of donated funds. In modern
times, we refer to these contributions as

taxes and municipal bonds.

But then the similarities between

the two structures drift. Craftsmen of-

ten labored a lifetime without seeing

their cathedral completed. Modern
work crews erect a stadium in 30
months after condemning the houses,

usually of poor people, to "progress."

But the big difference between the

two structures is, oddly enough, the

chief reason for the existence of each.

Both were built for worship. It is a

fitting tribute to our Lord that as soon

as humans had the wherewithal to en-

vision something as grand as a cathe-

Catholics &

the Media

DAVID HAINS
Guest Columnist

dral, they were being built. Cathedrals

are a way of saying, "Thanks, God, for

giving me the brains to dream this up

and pull it off"

On the other hand, a stadium only

says, "Let's have a tailgate party and

then watch some wealthy muscular
men beat the stuffing out of one an-

other." Sports, unfortunately, are a reli-

gion for many.

Perhaps the best thing about our

faith when comparing cathedrals to the

frenzy of the new religion of sports is

the fact that the cathedrals have with-

stood so much. Stone statues of the

Apostles are built into the facade of the

front entrance of Salisbury Cathedral in

England. Peter, James and John and all

the rest are weathered by time but they

stm peer out to all who enter. And once

inside a cathedral, what did the people,

whose lives were short and hard, do?

They knelt and prayed.

On the other hand, to be admitted

to a stadium you must first pass

through a metal detector. Once inside,

video screens flicker images that

change every few seconds. Your space

within is a comfortable seat complete

with its own cup holder.

Perhaps the trump card in this dis-

cussion is the fact that the cathedrals

have survived. Salisbury Cathedral is

more than 775 years old. Most stadi-

ums are described as hopelessly out-

dated after 20 or 30 years and the

wrecking ball is called.

I like football and tailgate parties

and the Carolina Panthers. But an awe-

some game isn't even close to the awe I

feel when I attend Mass at St. Patrick

Cathedral a mile and a half away or

even at the gymnasium that serves as a

church at St. Mark in HuntersvUle.

So if your plans this fall include

attending a big game, enjoy the

weather and the spectacle that unfolds

before you. But don't forget that every

church in the Diocese of Charlotte is a

cathedral to God's glory. Don't miss

out on the awesome miracles taking

place there.

David Hains is the director ofcommu-
nicationsfor the Diocese of Charlotte. Con-

tact him at dwhains@charlottediocese.org.

Pope says slaughter of

children 'cannot leave

anyone indifferent'
BY CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The slaugh-

ter of Russian schoolchildren and the

countless examples of the killing and
exploitation of children around the

world "cannot leave anyone indiffer-

ent," Pope John Paul II said.

Marking the Sept. 8 feast of the

Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the

pope called on Catholics to stand be-

fore her cradle and take seriously "the

obligation we all have to safeguard

and defend these fragile creatures and
to build for them a future of peace."

The pope turned his weekly gen-

eral audience into a prayer service for

the more than 320 children and
adults killed Sept. 3 at a school in

Russia's North Ossetia province and
for all children around the world who
suffer at the hands of adults.

Celebrating Mary's birth, he said,

"How can we not think of the many
defenseless little ones from Beslan,

Ossetia, who were barbarously taken

hostage and tragically slaughtered?"

"They were in a school, a place for

learning the values that give meaning
to the history, culture and civilization

of peoples: mutual respect, solidarity,

justice and peace," he said.

"But, instead, within those walls,

they experienced abuse, hatred and
death — tragic consequences of a

ruthless fanaticism and of an insane

contempt for the human person,"

Pope John Paul said.

The pope asked the estimated

7,500 people at his audience at the

Vatican to be mindful of "all the inno-

cent children who, in every part of the

world, are the victims of the violence

of adults."

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

He prayed for children who are

forced to take up weapons "and edu-

cated to hate and to kill," for children

forced to beg, for those who are physi-

cally or sexually abused, for those

who are abandoned, for those killed in

war and for those who die of hunger
each day.

An official of the Vatican Secre-

tariat of State then led the assembly
in prayers, first for the children killed

in Beslan, for their parents and
friends. More than 1,200 people were
taken hostage in the incident, and
more than 700 were injured.

Audience participants also

prayed that "the Lord would soften

the hardness of heart" of those who-

make children suffer.

They also prayed for the increas-

ing number of civilians kidnapped in

Iraq, including two 29-year-old Ital-

'

ian women working for a volunteer

organization who were kidnapped j

Sept. 7 in Baghdad. I

The pope closed the service with]

his own prayer: "God, our father, you|
created men and women to live in

communion with each^ther. Make us

understand that every child is a rich-

ness for humanity and that violence is

a dead end that does not lead to the"

future." '\

jai't

k

otl

cai'

U.S. CHURCH NUMBERS
The gap between Catholics and priests continued to broaden as

the number of parishes dropped shghtly in the last 1 4 years

CATHOLICS 21

PRIESTS 43
in thousnnds

PARISHES 14

1950 1960 19 1990 2000 2004

Sources; Official Catholic Directory anei Catholic Almanoc © 2004 CNS Grophics

Scr

iBOt

:
tra(

! Juc

|Ma

. (Ec

'

Dai

hh

iCat

Uai;

icani



September 10, 2004 The Catholic News & Herald 15

All this talk about values!
First it was George Bush, then John

Kerry, and then it was just about every

media commentator. Doing what? Talk-

ing about values.

I was maybe one of the few listening

Americans who rather liked the idea that

candidates for the nation's highest office

were talking about values. I have long

taken that word, in its spiritual mean-

ings, quite seriously.

On the other hand, in the term's

material definitions, like "value invest-

ing," or monetary worth— such as "this

house, furniture, jewelry, etc, has a value

of...," I have been left quite cold. There's a

simple reason why. It's because such

% alue can change with the wind. What
was valuable one day might be trash the

next.

Not so with spiritual values. These

are enduring, and, boy, do we need en-

during values like honesty, respect for

others, justice, forgiveness, nurturing

care for the earth and praise for the God
who gave us life and everything needed

to maintain it.

In the presidential cainpaign now
entering its final weeks, we're probably

going to hear less about values. My
guess is that the media has made such

fun of the presidential candidates' use of

that word that they won't want to take

the risk. We'll probably hear about

The Bottom

Line

ANTOINETTE
BOSCO

CNS Columnist

"American values" a few times because

that sounds patriotic. But t doubt we'll

hear anyone get up and say, "Hey, values

are important because the quality of our

lives depends on the values of the society

we live in."

I really got interested in this matter

of values back in the late '60s when
society was undergoing quite a shake-

up. The question of values was coming
up then in high volume. Family life was

shaken by what was called the "author-

ity crisis" resulting fi-om the "generation

gap."

Teens were "rebellious," many be-

coming "hippies," and no one knew where

the "new sexual fi-eedom" was taking us.

Anti-Vietnam war protesters were chal-

lenging national leaders and the whole

political system, and seriously question-

ing what many felt were the overwhelm-

ing material values of our society.

Aa a reporter for the Long Island

Catholic, I did some major stories on the

question of what values are and why we
should be concerned about them.

I interviewed a university student

who said, "You have to question the

material values of a society where mil-

lionaires get off tax fi-ee and the poor get

the basics of life slashed to an impossible

minimum, as in the recent New York
state welfare cuts. It'^human sacrifice all

over again for the preservation of the

'haves.'"

That was written 35 years ago.

Back then I asked a philosophy pro-

fessor, Stephen Pepper, why we should

be concerned about values. We "had bet-

ter" study them, he said, because the

basic question always challenging hu-

mans as we confi-ont each new situation,

indi\'idually and in society, is, "What is a

more just and moral society, and how
are we going to get it?"

That's a values question.

Columnist Sidney Harris once
wrote about values, saying that the cru-

cial questions are ""What does it mean to

be a human person?' And, 'What kind of

society will best fit the needs of this

person?'... Unless these two [questions]

are worked out, society will extinguish

itself by the ignorant mishandling of the

very tools technology has provided us

with."

I hope our candidates are equally

insightful when they speak of values.

Examining the Bible's 'hidden' boolcs
Q. In our interfaith Bible-study

group, we frequently run into problems

with the apocrypha, books that are in the

Catholic Bible but not in the Protestant

Bible. If one of us refers to the book of
Maccabees,for example, someone else will

say that'^ not really part of the Bible.

What exactly are these books? Why
do some Bibles have them and others

don't? (Florida)

A. Catholic Bibles contain all or

part of several books in the Hebrew
Scriptures (Old Testament) that are

not recognized in Protestant biblical

tradition. These books include Tobias,

Judith, Baruch, First and Second
Maccabees, Ben Sirach

(Ecclesiasticus), Wisdom, and parts of

Daniel and Esther.

Typically, Protestants refer to

them as apocryphal ("hidden") books.

Catholic biblical literature generally

calls them deuterocanonical, or second

canon, books.

Most of the Old Testament was, of

course, written in some idiom of He-
brew. Eventually a Greek translation

was needed because of the growing
presence of Greek people and culture

in .Jewish territories.

Probably around 130 B.C., the

most influential translation of the Old
Testament into Greek, called the

Septuagint, was completed in Alexan-
dria, North Africa, and it included the

so-called apocryphal books. This was
the version widely accepted by the

early Christian church. Most quota-

tions from the Old Testament in the

Question

Comer
FATHER JOHN

DIETZEN
CNS Columnist

Gospels, for example, whether spoken

by Jesus or someone else, are based on
the Septuagint.

The aprocryphal books were not

accepted, however, by the Pharisees,

who, about the year 100 A.D., estab-

lished the list of canonical books for

dispersed Jewish communities. Be-
cause they were written in Greek and
because they originated rather late in

the Old Testament period, perhaps

150 or 200 years before Christ, it was
not considered proper to include them
in the Jewish Scripture.

The history of these apocryphal

books in Christianity is long and com-
plex. Eventually, however, in the 16th

century, the Protestant reformers de-

sired to return as much as possible to

biblical purity. Accepting only the He-
brew canon of the Old Testament,
without the books in the Greek ver-

sion, seemed one way to do that. Thus
began this difference between "Protes-

tant" and "Catholic" Bibles.

Interestingly, the aprocrypha of-

ten found their way into Bibles pub-
lished under Protestant auspices. Mar-
tin Luther himself included them as an

appendix to his translation, noting

that they "are useful and good to be

read."

Early English Bibles, including

the King James version, regularly con-

tained the apocrypha at least in a sepa-

rate section between the Old and New
Testaments. Only in 1644, under Pu-

ritan influence, were these books ex-

cluded.

All the books discussed above are

considered apocryphal by Protestants

and recognized as authentic Scripture

by Catholics.

It is important to distinguish

these, however, from a host of other

writings which both Catholics and
Protestants view as nonbiblical, apoc-

ryphal literature. A number of them
originated in the centuries before our

Lord, but many were written by early

Christians. Some are Gospels (the

Gospels of Thomas, Peter, Nicodemus,

James, for example), some are Acts

(Acts of John, Paul, Andrew, Peter,

purporting to portray certain aspects

of Christian life and teaching); others

are letters or apocalyptic writings.

Nearly all of these apocryphal

writings betray the influence of gnosti-

cism or other heretical tendencies

which beset early Christianity. While
they often provide valuable windows
into conditions under which the first

Christian generations lived, they are

not part of Scripture.

Questions may be sent to Father Dietzen

at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.

What? No
special place

for campers

at Mass?

Uncle

Dan

DAN MORRIS
CNS Columnist

If you are an inveterate camper like

myself you have probably wondered the

same thing I have: If parishes can have

"crying rooms" for families with young-

sters prone to tantrums during Mass,

why could we not also have a "Campers'

Room "?

They could be equipped with things

like bandages, fish-lure resistant pews,

Handi Wipes and breath mints.

I was wondering that last Sunday
when an unfamiliar family arrived at

our church. I suspected they had come to

Mass during a camping vacation in that

the 5-year-old's hair was matted with

burned marshmallow, and there was a

slight scent of campfire smoke and mos-
quito repellent surrounding the group.

The father's eyes looked like two
tiny pepperoni pizzas and the mother's

hair was tied into a ponytail with 10-

pound fishing leader. The toddler was
playing with a plastic tent peg, doing his

best to stick it into his brother's ear.

It sure took me back to the days

when we camped with our children. We
would desert life's comforts for the thrills

of sleeping with small boulders jammed
against our kidneys, cooking-kerosene

flavored pancakes and slapping mosqui-

toes on our foreheads. It was great.

The family sat in front of us.

"Daddy," whispered the 10-year-

old, "Jason's breath smells like fish guts."

"Does not," responded the accused.

"Shh you two," said the mother.

"Mommy," said Miss Marshmallow,

"is it OK to say 'fish guts' in church?"

"Only if you're the priest," said dad.

"Be quiet and pray."

Three seconds of silence, then: "I

pray that Killer doesn't get sick in the

van like he did when we left him in there

the last time we went to church when we
were camping," one of the kids said.

"Is that him I hear barking?" the

mother whispered.

"Does the priest really say 'fish

guts'?" giggled Miss Marshmallow.

"Jason, go check on Killer," in-

structed the father.

"But don't breathe on him or you'll

make hun sick," said his sister.

"Can I go with Jason?" asked 'Miss

Marshmallow.

"No" and "Yes" said mom and dad

simultaneously.

I loved it. Maybe a Campers' Room
would not be such a good idea after all.

Oh, Killer was just fine.
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St. Joan of Arc Church celebrates 76

years of Catholic ministry
ST. JOAN OF ARC CHURCH
919 Haywood Road

Asheville, N.C. 28806

(828) 252-3151

Vicariate; Asheville

Pastor: Father John Pagel

Number of Households: 252

Father John Pagel

ASHEVILLE— In its 76th year, St.

Joan of Arc Catholic Church is breaking

the mold.

On Aug. 1, 2004, Bishop Peter J.

Jugis came to a farm field west oftown—
the site for a new St. Joan of Arc Church
— to both celebrate Mass and lend his

support to what the parish calls "Our

Journey of Faith."

The first Catholic churches in the

eastern United States and their attendant

parochial schools were built in the urban

centers by first- and second-generation

European immigrants.

As these families worked their way
up into the suburbs, they rebuilt their

churches where they lived. The continu-

ing inigration of Catholics meant over-

crowded parishes had to expand or relo-

cate— a process that continues today.

The difference with St. Joan of Arc

Church is that it is moving in advance of

the demographic wave. The reasons lie

rooted in the history of the parish.

In 1927, to serve the growing Catho-

lic population in west Asheville, a group of

St. Lawrence Church parishioners, under

the leadership of Father Louis Bour, pur-

chased the 12-room Gardner House at

Blue Ridge Avenue and Ha)rwood Road.

One room was remodeled as a chapel;

the rest served as the first parochial

school in western North Carolina. Bishop

William J. Hafey of Raleigh named it for

St. Joan of Arc. About 70 youngsters

comprised the student body.

Photo by George K. Cobb

St. Joan of Arc Church In Asheville began as a 12-room house purchased In 1927.

A year later, Father Frank
Gallagher was appointed as St. Joan of

Arc Church's first pastor.

In 1936, St. Joan of Arc Church built

an auditorium that became the temporary

chapel, the plan being to build a permanent

church "within a year or two." But the

remodeled and expanded "auditorium" re-

mains the worship area today.

In 1950, the first part of the present

brick building— four classrooms and an

auditorium — was built.

In 1955, St. Lawrence Church opened

its own parochial school in north Asheville.

The bishop decided to split the St.

Lawrence parish, establishing St. Eugene

Church next door to the school and chang-

ing the school's affiliation to St. Eugene.

In 1960, Bessie Prime, an elderly

St. Joan ofArc parishioner who lived in

a stately home, bequeathed her resi-

dence to the church. The house, a block

from the church and school, became a

convent for the sisters teaching at St.

Joan ofArc School.

During the 1962-63 school year, St.

Joan of Arc School buUt a brick addition

that housed additional classrooms, a

kitchen and gymnasium/cafeteria to

serve the 210 students in kindergarten

through eighth grades. The Gardner
House was demolished for a parking lot.

In 1968, the Franciscans could no

longer shoulder the financial strain of op-

erating St. Anthony School in south

Asheville for African-American children.

St. Joan of Arc School accepted all the

children who wanted to continue with

their parochial education.

A decline in religious available to teach

in the parochial school led to St Joan ofArc
School's closing in 1980; students trans-

ferred to the renamed AsheviUe Catholic

School at St. Eugene Church.

The convent became offices for Catho-

lic Social Services after the school closed

and later became the church's rectory

when CSS moved their offices in 1997.

Although St Joan of Arc Church was
the smallest ofAsheville's three parishes, it

continued its tradition ofreaching out— to

Hispanics and other minority Catholics, to '

seniors, to gay and lesbian Catholics and to

AIDS and HIV-positive individuals —
through its Caring Hearts ministry.

Father John Pagel, assigned as St

Joan ofArc Church's 23rd pastor in 1998,

balanced the parish budget but discov-

ered that the former school buildings con-

stituted a large and continuing financial;;

drain on the parish. %

A parish planning committee orga-

nized "listening" sessions to discern the

hopes of the parishioners and launched an

evaluation of the optifons facing the parish,
i

Doing nothing meant the eventual,!

demise of the parish, but money was not o

available to renovate the obsolete build-
'

ings or rebuild in place.
'

Although there is a great deal of^

affection for the 'little brown church," th^
parish agreed that relocating was thel

only viable option. It will become afford- .

able with help from the diocese and the*

sale of the commercially valuable prop-y

erty on Haywood Road.

By moving 10 minutes to the west,

St. Joan of Arc Church will be centrally

located to serve what the diocese expects

to be an explosive growth in Catholig^

families, making it one of those rare par^^'

ishes that is ahead of the demographic|

wave rather than swamped by it. A
The parish's "Journey of Faith" capi-

tal campaign kicks off this fall.

$5 OFF any purchase of $30 or more

TheCatholicCompany
Lake Norman Book Store
LakeNorman.CathoiicCompanv.com

Your COMPLETE Catholic store for
• Clothing

• Videos to rent

• Priests for

Life materials

• Unique gifts

& cards

• statues

Bool<s, rosaries,

medals

Artwork

CALL 704-655-9090
Men. thru Sat.

10 am - 6 pm

19905 west Catawba Ave., suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28
Uohnsburv Square - next to Goodwill)

Advertisement

Priests Host May or July 2005
Departures for a 2-Week

Cruise
And Pacific Northwest Vacation

On May 24, 2005 join your Spiritual Director Father Mel Bennett, pastor of St. Bernard

Catholic Church in Crawfordsville, Indiana, on this 15-day vacation including a seven-day deluxe

Alaska Cruise with Holland America Line and a seven-day Pacific Northwest vacation. Or travel

during the peak season for $300 more departing July 22, 2005 with your spiritual Director Msgr.

Kenneth Steffen co-pastor of six parishes in the Springfieid, Illinois Diocese. Mass will be

celebrated daily on board ship for those in the group who wish to participate.

Your group viflll fly into Seattle for a night before a scenic motor coach drive to Vancouver

where you'll board your five-star Holland America Line cruise ship. Next, travel through a

wondrous maze of forested island and glacier carved fjords, past charming coastal villages,

migrating whales and calving glaciers to Juneau, Skagway, Ketchikan and spectacular

Glacier Bay. After the cruise you'll start a six-night motor coach tour visiting British Columbia, the

Cascade Mountains; Washington; the Grand Coulee Dam; Lake Coeur d'Alene; Montana;

Yellowstone (Old Faithful) and Grand Teton National Parks; Jackson Hole, Wyoming; Idaho Falls;

Utah; the Great Salt Lake; Mormon Tabernacle; and more. You'll fly home after a night in Salt

Lake City. Prices for this 15-day vacation start at only $1698 (per person, double occupancy)

including port charges and taxes, and includes lots of escorted motor coach sightseeing throughout

the Pacific Northwest, the seven-day deluxe Alaska cruise, seven nights in quality hotels, transfers,^

and baggage handling. Add $500 for round trip airfare from Charlotte, NC.

$100 deposits are now due . Friends and family are welcome.

For information, reservations, brochure, and Father's letter call:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1 "800-968-7626
Carefree Vacations Since 1967! Open 7 days a Week
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Secular Franciscan Order

discusses Eucharist,
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gathering
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PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN

New facilitators

ready to train

empioyees,

voiunteers

Program instituted to

prevent childsexual

abuse in diocese

BY KEVIN E. MURRAY
EDITOR

CHARLOTTE — New
facilitators have been trained

to help others protect children

in the Diocese of Charlotte.

Susan Chestnut, a consult-

ant for VIRTUS, led an inten-

sive two-day training session

at the diocesan Pastoral Center

tor the lacilitators Sept. 9-10.

The twelve facilitators

are now certified to present

See TRAINING, page 4

Bringing foith

behind bars

PRISON MINISTERS
ATTEND INAUGURAL
GATHERING

BY REV. MR. GERALD
POTKAY

CORRESPONDENT

HICKORY — Those
who bring God to prison in-

mates recently gatliered to re-

flect and share.

'Today we see the fruits of

our ministry," said Rev. Mr.

Ben Wenning, coordinator of

the diocesan permanent
diaconate. 'This is the first of

many times we will get to-

gether. We are here to share

our stories."

More than .'30 permanent

deacons and others involved in

See PRISON, pages

•AGLOBAL EMERGENCY'

CCHD director spealcs

onHIVandAIDS
Disease aifects entireplanet, sayspriest

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Father Robert Vitillo speaks on

HIV and AIDS at Just Second

Fridays in Charlotte Sept. 10.

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Since

the first case of AIDS was di-

agnosed more than 20 years

ago, some 20 million people

have died of AIDS-related ill-

nesses and 37.8 million more
are living with the disease.

"The spread of the pan-

demic continues at an un-

abated pace and destroys the

lives of individuals and fami-

lies as well as causes serious

See AIDS, page 9

STUDENT STORM TRACKERS

Photo bv Kevin E. Murray

A student tracks Hurricane Ivan on St. Ann School's WeatherNet computer system Sept. 1 3. St. Ann

School is one of two schools in Mecklenburg County to become a WeatherNet reporting station.

Catholic students use technology

to monitor hunicanes
DATA COLLECTED
HELPS LOCAL TV
NEWS, NATIONAL
WEATHER SERVICE

BY PEGGY ANDERSON
SPECIAL TO THE CaTHOLIC

News & Herald

CHARLOTTE — As
remnants of Hurricane
Frances whipped through
Charlotte Sept. 7, students at

St. Ann School tracked the

storm on the school's

WeatherNet computer site.

On the roof of the south

Charlotte school, a sophisti-

cated set of instruments col-

lected weather data and trans-

mitted it to the American
Weather Service (AWS), the

world's largest private

weather network.

A year ago, St. Ann School

and Providence Day School in

southeast Charlotte became the

only two elementary schools in

Mecklenburg County to install

AWS WeatherNet reporting

stations.

"My fourth grade students

were able to follow Hurricane

Frances and see how it

changed from a hurricane to a

tropical storm," said Lisa

Horton, St. Ann School com-
puter science teacher. "They
were so excited. It gives them
real, hands-on science that

they can touch and feel. You
can't get that from a book."

The weather instruments

at St. Ann School measure
temperatures, wind speeds,

rainfall amounts, humidity

and air pressure. Data is col-

lected automatically and fed

See WEATHER, page 7
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In Our Schools

CCHS teacher visitsNASA;

Catholic students help Florida school

I
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Common faith

Polish priest visitsArden

parish, celebrates feastday

I
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Remembering 9/11

Catholic schoolspay tribute

to victims, heroes

I
PAGE 16
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In Brief
Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own baclcyard

THE WRATH OF IVAN THE TERRIBLE

A ciiild stands near his family home destroyed by Hurricane Ivan outside Kingston,

Jamaica, Sept. 12. At least 68 people lost their lives to the violent storm as it

made its way across the Caribbean.

Grenada bishop says after

Hurricane Ivan diocese

must be rebuilt
PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad

(CNS) — The bishop of the Caribbean

island of Grenada said the entire diocese

will have to be completely rebuilt after

being devastated by a powerful hurri-

cane churning its way toward the

United States.

Bishop Vincent Darius of St.

George's in Grenada said all church

structures there had been damaged fol-

lowing the passage of Hurricane Ivan,

the most powerful stonn to hit the re-

gion in a decade.

"Like all the other buildings here,

our churches, presbyteries, convents and

schools have received structural dam-
age," he said Sept. 12.

Ivan, traveling through the Carib-

bean, killed at least 68 people, including

19 in Grenada and 19 in Jamaica. Ninety

percent of Grenada's buUdings were flat-

tened or badly damaged, and the Red

Cross estimated 60,000 of the island's

90,000 people were left homeless.

Bishop Darius said the roof of the

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

in St. George's had caved in. The eye of

"Ivan the Terrible" — as the hurricane

has been dubbed by locals — passed

directly over the capital Sept. 7.

More than 200 inmates of the

island's prison escaped during the hurri-

cane as its roof blew away; some were

recaptured. Looting of businesses and

homes persisted, and a dusk-to-dawn

curfew was imposed.

Bishop Darius said few parishes cel-

ebrated Mass Sept. 11-12 because of the

damage, but many hoped to resume ser-

vices the weekend of Sept. 18-19.

He described the situation as "cha-

otic" because electricity, water and com-

munications had not yet been restored.

"I think people are still in a state of

shock," he said. "Many are concerned

about what will happen tomorrow in

terms of their survival."

Bishop Darius said he was cur-

rently working on putting together a

diocesan disaster relief committee to co-

ordinate the distribution of incoming

relief to parishes on the predominantly

Catholic island.

He said residents might be shaken

but "we have not lost our faith."

'L,ife has changed, and people are

now talking about living as one in com-

munity," he said.

After leaving Grenada in its wake as

a Category 3 hurricane with winds in

excess of 100 miles per hour, Ivan gath-

ered strength over the Caribbean Sea

and clipped Jamaica Sept. 11. On Sept.

13, it had strengthened to a Category 5

hurricane and was headed for western

Cuba and, eventually, the United States.

Judge's decision against partial-

birth abortion ban called ^callous'

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Term-
ing it a "callous opinion," a spokeswoman

for the U.S. bishops criticized a federal

judge's Sept. 8 ruling that the law pro-

hibiting the procedure known as partial-

birth abortion is unconstitutional.

U.S. District Judge Richard Kopf
in Nebraska said the 2003 law should

have included an exception allowing

that type of abortion to be used in

cases where the woman's health is in

danger. The only exception to the ban

is when the mother's life is at risk.

In a statement, Cathy Cleaver

Ruse, director of planning and infor-

mation in the U.S. bishops' Secretariat

for Pro-Life Activities, said Kopf s deci-

sion shows the reach of an

"abortionist's veto" that she said was

established by the Supreme Court in a

ruling four years ago.

In a 5-4 decision June 28, 2000,

the high court struck down

Dioeesan.—
-planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

ASHEVILLE — The St. Martin De Poms Do-

minican Laity Ciiapter meets the fourth Moitday

of each month at 7 p.m. in the rectory building

at the Basilica of St. Lawrence, 97 Haywood St.

Inquirers are welcome. For more information,

contact Beverly Reid at (423) 6338-4744 or

bebereid@adelphia.net.

HENDERSONVILLE — The St Franas of tlie

Hills Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order

meets the fourth Sunday of each month 2:30-

4:30 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church,

208 7th Ave. West. Visitors and inquirers are

welcome. For more information, call Joanita

Nellenbach, SFO, (828) 627-9209 or

jnell@dnet.net.

CHARLOHE VICARIATE

CHARLOTTE — The Women's Guild of St.

Vincent de Paul Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd., will

host its Annual Tea Party Sept. 21 at 7:30 p.m. in

the Msgr. Pharr Center. For For more informa-

tion, contact the church office at (704) 554-

7088.

CHARLOTTE — The S7th Semi-Annual Fam-

ily Rosary Day will be held Oct. 3 at 3:30 p.m. at

St. Vincent de Paul Church, 6828 Old Reid Rd.

Father Philip Scarcella, pastor of Our Lady of

the Assumption Church, will be the speaker.

For more information, contact the church of-

fice at (704) 554-7088.

HUNTERSVILLE — The Newcomers
Women's Ministry of St. Mark Church invites

women who are new or still feel new to the area

to "Moving On," based on Susan Miller's hoo\

"After the Boxes are Unpacked." We will talk

about the spiritual, emotional and practical

Nebraska's law banning partial-birth •

abortion.

She said with their majority deci-

sion, the five justices ruled "that the

Constitution will allow no legal pro-

tection for children from the violence of

partial-birth abortion, as long as there ;

are abortion doctors who favor it.
*

Judge Kopf s ruling shows this

'abortionist's veto' in action."

She said the Supreme Court
"should be untainted by abortion ideol-

ogy and respectful of the right to life of

every human being without exception."

Kopf is the third federal judge

this summer to declare the law uncon-

stitutional.

The partial-birth abortion cases

are expected to be appealed eventually

to the Supreme Court. The Supreme t

Court typically declines to take

appeals where lower courts are in

agreement.

needs associated with moving. Classes meet

Wednesdays through Nov. 17 in Room 200 of St

Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd., 10:15 -\

1 1:30 a.m. Call Gigi at (704) 895-3310 or Merry at

(704) 947-9547 for more information. <

HUNTERSVILLE — fVomens Catholic Scripture

Study meets Wednesdays, 9:30-11:30 a.m., at St.

Mark Church, 14740 Stumptown Rd. The class

will focus on the book of Exodus and will meet

through May 2O05. For details, call the church

office at (704) 948^0231.

CHARLOTTE — A support group for caregivers of^

a family member with memory loss meets the last
|

Monday of each month, 1 0-1 1:30 a.m. at St.

Gabriel Church, 3016 Providence Rd. For more';

information, contact Suzanne Bach at (704) 376-

J

4135.

CHARLOTTE— Adoration of the Blessed Sacramenl

is offered in the chapel of St. Matthew Church,

8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., each P'riday J
following the 9 a.m. Mass until Saturday at 9 a.m. ^
Adorers are needed, particularly during the hours

of midnight-6 a.m. for more information, call

Charles and Bernice Kish at (704) 8 46-7387.

CHARLOTTE — Thank God Ifs Friday (TGIF), a
'

weekly support group for separated and divorced

women, meets every Wednesday, 6:30-8:30 p.m. in

the New Life Center building, room 1 14, of St.

Matthew Church, 8015 Ballantyne Pkwy., includ-

ing a potluck dinner. Divorced men are invited

every third Wednesday of the month.- TGIF is a

healing ministry sponsored by Catholic Social

Services, Charlotte Regional Office and St. Mat-

thew Church. For details, call Karen Wepa-snick at

(704) 541-1891 after 8 p.m.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT — Faithfid Citizenship Sessions viiW be|

held at Queen of the Apostles Church, 503 N.i

Main St., Oct 7, 7-8:30 p.m.; Oct. 16, 6-7:30 p.m.;-|
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FROM THE VATICAN

Nuncio says resumed Israeli-Vatican

negotiations result in progress
ROME (CNS) — StaUed negotia-

tions between Israel and the Holy See

resumed in Jerusalem and resulted in

"considerable progress," said the region's

papal nuncio.

"A few difficulties persist, but I hope

the willingness to fijlfill the 'fijndamental

agreement' fuUy continues," Archbishop

Pietro Sambi said Sept. 10.

Israel and the Holy See signed the

"fundamental agreement" in 1993; they

established diplomatic relations in 1994.

Concordats within the agreement

were to foUow to guarantee the rights and

freedom of the Catholic Church in Israel,

f but Israel has not enacted the agreement.

Further negotiations over the bilat-

eral accord came to a standstill when
Israel withdrew its delegation from talks

in August 2003.

Archbishop Sambi, the pope's repre-

sentative to Israel and the Palestinian

territories, headed the Vatican delega-

tion in the resumed talks with Israel's

Foreign Ministry Sept. 6-9. But two

major sticking points stLU persist: guar-

anteeing church property rights and tax

exemptions.

"All the Catholic Church wants is for

the agreement to include a sentence that

says, as a property owner, the church has

the right to access to the courts" to protect

any of its property, said Franciscan Fa-

ther David Jaeger, an expert on church-

state relations in Israel.

U.S. government officials helped

persuade Israel to restart negotiations

with the church this year, and Father

Jaeger said the United States must con-

tinue to encourage Israel to resolve the

current impasse.

The next round of talks between the

Holy See and Israeli delegates is sched-

uled in late October.

and Oct. 17, 12:30-2 p.m. in the Parish Family

Center. E^ch .session will cover politics, elections,

candidates and issues. No pre-registration or fees,

just bring yourself, and a friend, too! For details,

contact Dennis Teall-Fleming, director of faith

formation, at teallfleming@yahoo.com or (704)

825-9600, X 26

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

GREENSBORO — The Greensboro Council of
Calholk H'omen announces the start of its 2004-

200,5 fiscal year with a luncheon on Sept. 22 at

W.iQ a.m. at Cardinal Country Club. The speaker

will be Jan Laughinghouse, clinical director at

Mary's House. All ladies are welcome. For more
information, please contact Marie VanKleef at

(336) 644-1142.

GREENSBORO — Terry Aiken will present a

'Prolecling God's Children' workshop Sept. 25, 9

a.m.-2 p.m. at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,

605 Barber Ave. "Protecting God's Children" is a

^Jrogram designed to heighten awareness of the

issue of child sexual abuse. Participants will be

informed of potentially dangerous situations with

.specific suggestions to reduce the risk of children

becoming victims of such abuse. To register for this

free workshop, visit www.Charlottediocese.org and

click on "Protecting God's Children."

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY — The Fraternity ofBrother Francis will

present two spiritual events in the life of St.

Francis of Assisi — the stigmata and transitus —
Oct. 3 at 3 p.m. at St. Aloysius Church, .921 Second

St. NE. Refreshments and a biographical video will

follow. For more information, contact Ruth Thoni
at (828) 466-1664.

HICKORY — St. Aloysius Church, 921 Second St.

NE, is offering a weekly Catholic Sr'nfiture Study begin-

ning Sept. 1.0. ('atholic Sn-ipture Study is a program

whoso members not only learn the Scriptures, but

come to a deeper understanding of their faith in a

.setting that builds Christian fellowship. Evening and

daytime clas.ses will be held each at the church,

Wednesdays, 6:4.0-8:30 p.m., and Thursdays 9:30-

11:15 a.m. For more information, call Ann Miller at

(828) 441-2205, or email stalscss(a;charter.net.

mmSALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE — Beginning Sept. 8, St.

Therese Church, 2 1 7 j^rawley School Rd., will

offer a program designed to provide encourage-

ment for women who have relocated. This is an

opportunity to meet others and exchange in-

sights. The 10-week session, containing bibli-

cal advice and clear-headed counsel, is based on

the book "^Jler the Boxes are Unpacked" by Susan

Miller. Both morning and evening sessions will

be offered with baby-sitting provided at the

morning .sessions. For further information, con-

tact, contact Lois Yaniero at (704) 892-4326

for morning sessions and Connie Evans at (704)

658-0521 or Tori Springate at (704) 662-9122

for evening sessions.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Secular

Franciscans will host the Blessing of the Animals

at Winston Square, adjacent to the Sawtooth
Building, 226 N. Marshall Street, on Oct. 2 iriMlH

a.m. All family members and their pets

welcome to attend. For more information, call

(336) 725-3751 or email p-lstudio@webtv.net

KERNER.SVILLE — Holy Cross Church, 616 S.

Cherry St., celebrates Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament every Friday until 7 p.m. Call the

church office at (336) 996-5109 for more infor-

mation.

MT. AIRY — Holy Angels Church, 1208 N.

Main St., offers Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament every Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m., and
every Thursday, lo-ll a.m. Adoration con-

cludes with Benediction.

is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event open to the general public? Please

submit notices for the Diocesan

Planner at least 1 5 days prior to the event

date in writing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@chariottediocese.org or fax to

(704)370-3382.

Episcopal
calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

Sept. 23 — 9 a.m. Mass

Our Lady of the Assumption School, Charlotte

Sept. 25 — 5 p.m. Mass

Sacrament of Confirmation

St. Lawrence Basilica, Asheville

Remembering Sept, 11, Vatican says

enemies of humanity won't prevail

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Under
the banner headline, "Darkness in the

history of humanity," the Vatican news-

paper remembered the Sept. 11, 2001,

attacks in the United States and subse-

quent terrorist attacks around the world.

"But the enemies of humanity can

never prevail," said the subheadline in

the Sept. 11 edition of L'Osservatore

Romano, the Vatican newspaper.

The newspaper, distributed to jour-

nalists Sept. 10, called for acts of coura-

geous peacemaking and reconciliation

around the globe.

"Hope is the only real force that can

lead the world toward a future of peace

where terrorism is only a sad memory,"

the front-page editorial said.

"Now more than ever, there is a need

for authentic peacemakers, for men and

women who have the courage to buQd

bridges and not to dig ditches between

peoples. It is a courage that only hope

can increase," the newspaper said.

"On Sept. 11, 2001, a threatening

shadow was spread over humanity,

darkening it," the newspaper said.

In addition to the attacks .on New
York and Washington, the newspaper

highlighted later terrorist attacks: the

October 2002 bombing in Bali, Indone-

sia, which left 202 people dead; the

March bombing of several trains in

Madrid, Spain, in which 191 people

died; and the deaths of more than 320

people, mostly children, Sept. 3 after

they were taken hostage in a school in

Russia.

To the terrorists, "it matters little if

the victims are tourists or commuters on

their way to work," the newspaper said.

'The important thing, in the terrorists'

perverse strategy, is to spread a general-

ized feeling of panic."

The newspaper quoted what Pope
John Paul II said at his general audience

the day after the U.S. attacks: "Even if

the forces of darkness seem to prevail,

believers know that evil and death will

not have the last word."

The certainty that goodness will tri-

umph, the newspaper said, must be the

force that 'sustains humanity at this

troubled moment of history."

Ranger Rosaries

CNS PHOTO BY Don Buke, The Dialog

Father Steven McDermott from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia blesses the men
and women of the 945th Service Company at the Army National Guard Armory in

Milford, Del., Sept. 8. Members of the 945th received rosaries from the Ranger

Rosaries group before leaving for Iraq Sept. 10. More than 100 people from nine

parishes joined forces recently to put together what are called Ranger Rosaries —
they are made of parachute cord and plastic beads and crosses.

ASAINT YOU SHOULD KNOW
MATTHEW THE APOSTLE
Matthew was probably born in Galilee and was working as a tax collector when Christ called to him,

"Follow me." He became one of the chosen Twelve Apostles and author of the first Gospel. It is said

that he preached in Judea and then in the East. Matthew is venerated as a martyr, although the

circumstances of his death are unknown. His feast is Sept. 21

.
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Facilitators to train adults to

protect God's children

TRAINING, from pagel

three-hour Protecting God's Children

awareness programs, mandatory for all

employees and volunteers in the diocese.

The course is designed to strengthen

faith communities through education,

awareness and training on sexual inis-

conduct prevention.

"Our goal is to train our diocesan em-

ployees and volunteers, especially those

who work with children," said Rev. Mr.

Curtiss Todd, vice chancellor and director

of diocesan Human Resources. "We want

the people of tlie Diocese of Charlotte to

take steps, recognize, report, prevent abuse

and ensure it doesn't happen."

"We teach the warning signs of an

offender, and teach adults how to protect

children through a five-step process,"

said Chestnut.

That process, she said, involves:

knowing and recognizing warning
signs related to sexual abuse of a minor;

knowing who has access to children;

monitoring programs attended by chil-

dren; encouraging people to communi-
cate with children; and communicating

concerns to children.

VIRTUS is affiliated with the Na-
tional Catholic Risk Retention Group,

an insured, not-for-profit insurance com-
pany of which the diocese is a share-

holder. Chestnut said it was important

to note that VIRTUS' Protecting God's

Children program began in the late

1990s in an effort to further the work of

God's kingdom.

"It was not established as a result of

difficulties befallen on the Catholic

Church in the last two years," she said.

And, she said, the Diocese of Char-

lotte was one ofthe first dioceses to insti-

tute the program.

It was the fulfillment of a promise

made by then-Bishop William G. Curlin

who, in April 2002, announced the

implementation of the nationally recog-

nized program to train all diocesan em-
ployees and volunteers to identify and

correctly address aspects of sexual mis-

conduct.

In June and July 2002, priests and

principals serving in the Diocese of

Charlotte were the first to receive the

training. Then in August 2002, the first

group of diocesan facilitators, comprised

of 30 diocesan employees and volun-

teers, was trained and certified; they in

turn began training the more than 7,000

clergy, volunteers and employees of the

Diocese of Charlotte.

VIRTUS' training raises awareness

in the adult community, "so it's not on

the children to protect themselves but on

the adults," said Chestnut. "If we know
the signs of an offender, as a faith com-
munity we are all better informed and

can better protect children."

'Those who work with children, no

matter what age, must be aware of the

signs and the things that can happen to

them," said Mercy Sister Emma
Yondura, newly trained facilitator and

first-grade teacher at St. Leo the Great

School in Winston-Salem.

"The training will help people to

think deeper and not take things for

granted (when it comes to children's

safety)," she said.

During the first day of training, vid-

eos and in-depth discussions helped the

facilitators learn about VIRTUS' pro-

grams, history and online continuing

education for employees and volunteers.

"After the three-hour awareness ses-

sion, people can get more information

(on VIRTUS' Web site) about how to

protect children," said Chestnut.

On the second day, the group cov-

ered policies and procedures, challenges

that may be encountered during an

awareness session and how to present

VIRTUS' online continuing education

components.

"One of the great things about this

training is we now have people in key

locations around the diocese to train oth-

ers," said Shannon Ganoe, a Protecting

God's Children program facilitator and

human resources assistant with the Dio-

cese of Charlotte.

"By having more facilitators in the

parishes, it will make a big difference,"

said Barbara Kohler, newly-trained fa-

cilitator and coordinator for kindergar-

ten-through-eighth-grade faith forma-

tion at St. Matthew Church in Charlotte.

"It's imperative and most appropri-

ate for all people who work with children

to take this class," she said. "It's a won-
derful awareness program and one fr-om

which we can all benefit."

"We needed a facilitator in our area,"

said Migdalia Ortiz, newly trained fa-

cilitator and director of religious educa-

tion at St. Mary Church in Greensboro.

Ortiz, who is bilingual, will be able

to present the training for both English-

and Spanish-speakers.

"We have lots ofvolunteers who need

the class. Now, we can hold the training

here at St. Mary Church," she said.

Chestnut, a non-Catholic with a

master's degree in counseling psychol-

ogy, has seen first-hand how abuse can

affect people. She believes the Catholic

Church is setting the standard when it

comes to combating sexual abuse of

minors.

C
Cc

Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Affordability

Simplicity

5505 MonroeM Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneral.com

Steven Kuxma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Matthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

Digging faith

Bishop Peter J. Jugis breaksgroundduring a ceremonyfor a new communi

center at OurLady of Consolation Church in CharlotteAug 29.

Bishop Jugis concelebrated the outdoor Mass with Msgn Mauricio JV. ff^stM

vicargeneralandchancellor; Capu£hin FatherJuxieDicffy,pastor; Capuchin Father^

VincentFortunato,provincial ministerof theProvinceof Stigmata of St. Francis;

and Capuchin Friars servingImmaculate Conception Church in Hendersonville and

St. Thomas Aquinas Church in Charlotte. Diocesan representatives and city and

countygovernment officials were in attendance. m
The M,000-square-footfacility will be usedfor community outreachprogram^

such as English as a SecondLanguage, Boy and Girl Scouts, senior citizens ' events, ^

Bible study and other educatiormland cultural enrichment activities.
|

To be completed in July 2006, the building will houseparish offices, a gymna-^i

sium, kitchen,youth lounge and meeting rooms.
|

"In five years, the Catholic Church

will be a model for protecting children,"

she said.

In a Feb. 19, 2004 letter to members
of the Diocese of Charlotte, Bishop Peter

J. Jugis pledged his ongoing determina-

tion to stamp out the sexual abuse of

children.

'Please be assured that I am person-

ally committed to the safety ofchildren," he

wrote, "and that our diocese is adhering to

the Charter for the Protection of Children

and Young People that was adopted by

the (U.S.) bishops in June of 2002."

!

WANT MORE INFO?

More information about Protecting God's Chil-

dren can be found on the diocesan Web site

at www.charlottediocese.org by clicl<ing on

the link "Protecting God's Children.

Carolina Volkswagen
7800 E* Lndependenee Blvd., CharlotiiB

(704) 537-2336 • (800) 489-2336

Biggest
Selection

Driverswanted.

Lowest
Prices

"Nothing CouldBe Finer' Members ofSt. Gabriel

# 1 Volkswagen Dealer in Charlotte and all the Carolinas

for customer sales and service satisfaction!

C'mon in and see why!
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GATHERING OF FAITH

Secular Franciscans discuss

Eucharist, spirituality

Councilelectedduringannualgathering

BY JOANITA M. NELLENBACH
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLOTTE— Singing T Shall

Praise the Savior's Glory," 170 Secular

Franciscans followed the Blessed Sac-

rament to the adoration chapel.

Although the Brothers and Sisters

of St. Francis Region (BSSF) of the

Secular Franciscan Order had had

meditation chapels at previous Annual

Regional Gatherings, this was the first

year for around-the-clock adoration.

Conventual Franciscan Father
Linus DeSantis, regional spiritual as-

sistant, placed the Eucharist, in its

golden monstrance, on a white-cov-

ered table for adoration during this

year's gathering held at the

Wyndham Garden Hotel in Charlotte

Sept. 10-12.

The twelve folding chairs in front

of the Eucharist were often full, both

with those who had signed up for spe-

cific hours and others who dropped in

to spend some time. Many visited

more than once.

"Franciscan spirituality is marked
by a great devotion to Jesus present in

the Eucharist," said Father DeSantis.

TSt. Francis'] love for the Eucharist

was rooted in his admiration for the

humility of God. He was overwhelmed

that God would deign to humble him-

self and to become present to us under

the form of simple bread and wine."

"I think that the Blessed Sacra-

ment has been neglected in many of

our churches for too many years," said

Rev. Mr. Dennis Arcand, SFO (Secu-

lar Franciscan Order), chosen leader of

St. Benedict the Moor Reactivating

Fraternity in Macon, Ga.

"We as Secular Franciscans
should start here and move from here

to changing that in our parishes," he

said. "I hope we do this every year."

During the gathering. Father
DeSantis spoke about the Eucharist's

power and as the basis of community.

"The Eucharist is what truly al-

lows us to live in community," he said.

"All things are capable of making
Christ present. The bread and wine

are transformed into the body, blood,

soul and divinity of Christ Jesus. ...

When we receive the body and blood

of Christ, we are transformed. We
must proclaim that transformation."

In a breakout session, the Secular

Franciscans divided into 12 groups to

discuss the Eucharist and other key

points of Franciscan spirituality: In-

carnation, love of Scripture, reliance on
the Holy Spirit, devotion to the mother
of God, dedication to prayer, commu-
nal life, poverty and simplicity, humil-

ity, joyful spirit, peacemaking and
solidarity with all creation.

The BSSF region encompasses all

of North and South Carolina and areas

of Alabama, Georgia and Tennessee.

BSSF has 328 professed Secular

Franciscans, 71 candidates and 70 in-

quirers among 24 established fraterni-

ties, a reactivating fraternity, an

emerging community and six newly

forming groups.

Six fraternities are in the Diocese

of Charlotte: St. Clare, Asheville; St.

Maximilian Kolbe, Charlotte; St.

Francis of the Living Waters,

Many Annuity Owners
Lose Money.
Will VOU?

Some annuity owners lose money because they didn't know
what questions to ask when they bought, and their salesperson

did not volunteer any information.

If you own an annuity or are considering taking advantage of

their many benefits, my FREE report, "Using Guaranteed

Annuities to Help You Survive Your Retirement, " will tell you

what questions to ask.

The report is FREE and shows you how to get more benefits

from your existing assets and help preserve your annuity value.

Call 800-800-4960, ext. 7405 (24 hours)

for your FREE report!

Dr. Richard Pucciarelli

Certified Senior Advisor

Member ofAsset Protectors and Advisors Group

Photo by Joanita M. Nellenbach

Minister-elect Judy Haupt lights a candle for Flossie Stewart while Bill Stewart

waits his turn during the annual gathering of the Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis

Region of the Secular Franciscan Order in Charlotte Sept. 10-12. The candlelighting

was part of a presentation on apostolates. The Stewarts are members of the St.

Francis of the Hills Fraternity in Hendersonville; Haupt is from Sacred Hearts of

Jesus and Mary Fraternity in Hilton Head Island, S.C.

Franklin; Franciscan Family of

Greensboro; St. Francis of the Hills,

Hendersonville; Fraternity of Brother

Francis, Hickory.

At the annual gathering, the

group celebrated their Franciscan

spirituality and community through
Eucharist, prayer and fellowship by

learning more about apostolates and

through spiritual talks. Candles were

lighted in honor of 1 1 Secular

Franciscans who had died within the

last year and for 31 others who had

made their perpetual professions since

last year's annual gathering.

Talking about the Franciscan vir-

tues of poverty, simplicity and humil-

ity, Father DeSantis compared Jesus'

and Franciscan poverty.

"The purpose of your promises,

my vows, is so that nothing gets in the

way (of focusing on God)," he said.

"Jesus blesses poverty. We empty our-

selves so that we can keep a keen eye

on what's really important. Jesus

comes to the shepherds because the

shepherds are the lowliest. Who did

Francis meet? The leper."

Franciscan spirit in encountering

"the poor, the fragile, the leper," he added,

"provides an opportunity to know God
through a genuine caring presence.

Francis mirrors Christ. He sees the

beauty, the we^th of each person."

Father DeSantis; Franciscan Fa-

ther Louis Canino, director of the

Franciscan Center in Greensboro; and

Conventual Franciscan Father Terry
Pescatore, spiritual assistant to Our
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Frater-

nity in Burlington, concelebrated

Mass on Saturday and the Mass of

installation of the newly-elected re-

gional council on Sunday.

This year's gathering included

election of the new BSSF council. Ev-

ery three years, the region elects a

minister (president), vice minister, sec-

retary, treasurer, formation director

and area councilors. Voters are the fra-

ternity ministers or their designated

representatives.

From the Diocese of Charlotte,

Skyler Harvey, SFO with the St.

Maximilian Kolbe Fraternity, was
elected to a second term as regional

secretary, and Pat Cowan, SFO with

the St. Francis of the Hills Fraternity,

was elected as an area councilor.

"It's a chance to serve my family,"

Harvey said. "Franciscans believe in

servant leadership."

"I think that holding us up to the

Blessed Sacrament has made all the

difference in the world," Rev. Mr.
Arcand said. "I think this will be a

momentous start for the new leader-

ship that's coming in."

Contact Correspondent Joanita M.
Nellenbach by calling (828) 627-9209 or

e-mailjnell@dnet.net.

Your Child's Education...An Important Decision!

Blessed Sacrament Academy offers:

Grades K-5

Excellent scores on standardized tests

Foreign languages, music & art

A classical curriculum w/emphasis on traditional Catholic teachings

Call nowto guarantee your child's enrDllment. Space is limited!

704-8412292
Visit us on the web at/ www.Uessedsacmmentacademy.org

Located behind WindsorSquare in Matthews, MC A prtvate academy independent of Charlotte diocesan schools
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SHOOTING FOR THE STARS

Courtesy Photo

Libby Lerner, a math teacher at Charlotte Catholic High School, meets Barbara

Morgan, who was teacher Christa McAullffe's backup In 1986 and Is now expected

to be the first teacher in space when she rides the space shuttle in 2005. Lerner

placed among the top-ranking applicants for the NASA Educator Astronaut position.

CCHS teacher earns top marks

atNASA
CHARLOTTE— A math teacher

at Charlotte Catholic High School has

caught the attention of the National

Aeronautics and Space Administra-

tion.

Libby Lerner placed among the

top-ranking applicants for the NASA
Educator Astronaut position and also

participated in the NASA Educator

Astronaut Program's first Network of

Educator Astronaut Teachers
(NEAT) workshop in June.

"The workshop was a wonderful

experience," said Lerner. "There were
some of the top teachers in the coun-

try. We had a lot of sharing of ideas."

NASA launched the Educator As-

tronaut Program in January 2003 to

recruit and select the best educators

from around the United States to be-

come full-fledged astronauts.

"These Educator Astronauts will

use the combination of their educa-

tional background and astronaut ex-

perience to truly ignite the curiosity

and desire to learn within our stu-

dents," said Adena Loston, NASA
chief education officer.

"I would like to get students ex-

cited about mathematics, science and
technology, and show them the op-

portunities that are there," said

Lerner.

A team of experts reviewed the

credentials of thousands of applicants

against specific criteria exhibited by
exemplary educators, said Loston.

Lerner was among the 197 applicants

referred to the NASA Johnson Space

Center Astronaut Office to be evalu-

ated by the Astronaut Selection

Board for consideration.

Three of the 197 applicants were

selected in May for the Educator As-
tronaut position. While Lerner and
the other 193 applicants remain in

the "top tier of applicants," Loston
said they are not alternates for the

position and would have to reapply

during additional selection phases to

be considered for a future class of

astronaut candidates.

NASA began its first NEAT
workshop at Johnson Space Center in

Houston, Texas, June 15. The event

provided Lerner and the other appli-

cants with knowledge of NASA re-

sources, special access to NASA facili-

ties, strategies for utilizing NASA
content in the classroom, components
of astronaut training and other
NASA mission and education activi-

ties.

"During the NEAT workshop,
educators also exchanged strategies

and ideas with representatives from
NASA field centers across the coun-

try," said Loston.

Upon completion of the training,

the teachers become active NEAT
members.

"The active NEAT teachers have

expressed a willingness and commit-
ment to share the NASA information

they have acquired with their col-

leagues and communities," said

Lofton. "They have the potential to

foster a remarkable collaborative re-

lationship with NASA Education
Specialists that will benefit their as-

signed schools, school districts and
communities."

"We'll be working with NASA to

develop curriculum for teachers who
want to bring NASA into their class-

room," said Lerner.

Dressingdown to help out
Catholic students raise Rinds forFlorida school

devastatedbyhurricanes

CHARLOTTE — Students at St.

Gabriel School in Charlotte recently

raised funds to help 'a Catholic school

in Florida.

Hurricane Charley hit the Florida

peninsula Aug. 13 as a Category 4

storm, with winds reaching 145 mph
and a surge of sea water 13 to 15 feet.

It devastated the communities of

Punta Gorda and Port Charlotte.

St. Gabriel School students gave

voluntary donations totaling $541 to

wear clothes of their choice instead of

their uniforms on a dress-down day

Sept. 14. Money raised will go to St.

Charles Borromeo School in Port

Charlotte, just eight miles from Punta
Gorda.

"The devastation hit close to

home," said Sharon Broxterman,
principal of St. Gabriel School, refer-

ring to Michele Snoke, a new first-

grade teacher.

Snoke just relocated to North
Carolina from Punta Gorda. Her
daughter had attended St. Charles

Borromeo School in Port Charlotte.

"They lost half the school," said

Snoke. "Many books, teacher resource

materials and classrooms were de-

stroyed."

Snoke shared the devastation
with her class; her daughter, a stu-

dent at St. Gabriel School, shared it

with her teacher and class.

"By putting names and faces with

the situation, the students know whi

they are helping and it makes a big

ger impact for them," said Snoke.

She said the students' donation

will go a long way at St. Charl
Borromeo School.

"Many of the teachers lost thei

homes but came back to work rig]

away to help set up makeshift classic

rooms," she said. "The students' dona-

tions will help the school get back up
and running."

^

Is your Catholic school or Catholic

student doing something to help hurrica.

victims? We want to know. E-ma
catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

BUYING a
Home?
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REBATE from
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704] 321-2859

(^^\ Deer ParkReaity
yjk/' www.deerparkrealty.net

Vour Full Service Reo^ Estate Firm for the Gs'ol^Kn ?

Home is still the BEST place to be.
Our CAREGivers™ provide
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Call for a FREE, No-Obligation Appointment

TOLL FREE: 877-713-2445 Bonded - Insured - Trained
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1551 Trinity Lane, Hickory, NC
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info@catholicconference.org
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or conference at the
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winner every time I

We can help you turn an ordinary

conference, meeting, retreat, or banquet

into a special event! You plan the event,

we'llprovide the environment!

^NThe Catholic
^ P- Conference
VJi Center
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Students track hurricanes

WEATHER, from page 1

through a computer to AWS, which

shares the information with more than

6,000 school sites and 100 television

.stations across the country, including

WBTV in Charlotte.

"We use the data from St. Ann
School several times a day during our

broadcasts," said Al Conklin, WBTV
meteorologist.

"During the heavy rain with

Frances, we were able to gauge how
much rain was falling in different parts

of the city," said Conklin. "Charlotte is

such a huge place, these school sites help

us fill in the gaps."

AWS also has weather stations at

WBTY, the University of North Caro-

lina at Charlotte and Charlotte Douglas

International airport.

St. Ann School applied for a grant

fi-om the Mecklenburg Area Catholic

Schools Foundation to cover the $5,000

cost of the WeatherNet equipment.

Along with the measuring equipment,

the WeatherNet program offers a wide-

ranging curriculum of on-line activities

for students of all ages.

"I've used it with all our classes,

from kindergarten to fifth grade," said

Horton. "It's notjust for teaching science,

either. We work on math, computer

skills, history, geography, graphing. It's

a wonderful tool."

Last week, a group of third-grade

anic

fretnium Qore Aeration and Qversceding

Natural Qi^anic T"i^ rertilization

10% off

when you schedule

core aeration before

September 30!

Core aeration creates

a healthier, lusher, disease-

resistant lawn by

breaking up compacted soil

for better air and

water circulation.

All natural treatments • Safe for pets and people

We care for your environment naturally!

students were eager to share their expe-

riences with a visitor.

"We've learned a lot about hurri-

canes," said third-grader Nicole Balas.

'The wind and water start spinning and

it picks up speed and makes a hurricane."

Classmate Ella Little pointed to

rainfall estimates on the computer
screen.

"You can see where the storm took

water from the ocean and left it some-

where else," she said.

Since AWS coordinates efforts

with the National Weather Service,.the

WeatherNet station also provides an

opportunity for St. Ann School to as-

sist the U.S. Homeland Security De-
partment in the event of a national

emergency, such as a chemical/bio-

logical airborne attack.

"In an emergency, our weather

station will feed our wind coordinates

to the police and ^re department, so

they can create evacuation routes

based on wind speed and direction,"

said Horton.

St. Ann School flies a flag below

the American flag, which identifies it

as a member of the Homeland Security

WeatherNet Network.

Last week, as the tornado warn-

ings were cancelled for Mecklenburg
County, students at St. Ann were
watching and learning.

"You can see that the storms are

moving to the north," said third-

grader Caroline Bryson.

Scott Moore, another third-grade

student, checked the screen and nod-

ded his head.

"I like knowing that I'm safe," he said.

Peggy Anderson, a Charlotte-based

freelance writer, has two sons at St. Ann
School.

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Lisa Horton, computer science teacher, works with St. Ann School students on the

school's WeatherNet computer system.

High school students invited to enter poster contest

More than $2,000inprizes to he awarded

NEW YORK— Attention all teens!

The Christophers invite all high

school students to share their unique

ideas and creative talents by entering the

Fifteenth Annual Christophers Poster

Contest for High School Students.

Students are asked to interpret the

theme 'You Can Make a Difference" in an

original poster.

SP9n89red bv Cathglis Sgcial Sgrvlcgg. Slder Ministrigg

Shareyour day and lunch with fiiends!

VNO DATES & LOCATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM! 9:30-3:30

Thursday, Oct. 21— St. Mark, Huntersville

Deacf//ne.- Oct. 14th

k^i^ r/»ursday, Oct. 28— Catholic Conference Center Hickory

Deadline: Oct. 18th
[VxcM- of Ch^uioor

For more information, call Sandra Breakfield (704) 370-3220

To register, send form andSIQ.OQfee (includes lunch) to:

Sandra Breakfield, Cattiolic Social Seiv/ces
1123 South Ctiurch Street, Charlotte, NC 28203

Name Phpnc

Addram.

City ParLsh

/ Will attend: [~] St Mark. Oct. 21 OR Catholic Conference Center Oct 28

SEE REGISTRATION DEADUNES ABOVE
$10.00 fee per person— Make checks payable to Catholic Social Services

Group registration /onus and directions to the Conference Center are

available at chtmh offices and tvith Chth leaden.

Last year's contest drew a record-

breaking 2,752 entries fi-om public, pri-

vate and parochial schools across the

United States and around the world, in-

cluding Uganda, Bulgaria and Hong
Kong. Winning posters included paint-

ings, photographs and computer-gener-

ated work.

'This contest is a great opportunity

for young people to express themselves

creatively and, we hope, think about The
Christophers' message," said Dennis

Heaney, president of The Christophers.

"Each year, the obvious work they put

into their entries shows us that they really

want to make the world a better place."

Students in grades nine through 12

are eligible to enter. Posters must be 15

by 20 inches and include the words, 'You

Can Make a Difference." They will be

judged on overall impact, effectiveness in

conveying theme, originality and artistic

merit. Eight prizes will be awarded, with

a first prize of $1,000.

Entries must be received by Jan. 21,

2005. Winners will be announced April

22, 2005. Posters become the property of

The Christophers and will not be re-

turned.

The Christophers, a nonprofit or-

ganization founded in 1945, uses mass
media to encourage all individuals to

recognize and use their unique abili-

ties to raise the standards of public life.

The Christophers' motto Is: "It is bet-

ter to light one candle than to curse the

darkness."

WANT TO ENTER?

Complete rules and entry forms are available

by writing to: High School Poster Contest, The

Christophers, 12 East 48th Street, New York,

NY 10017; by calling (212) 759-4050; or online

atwww.christophers.org/contests.html.
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Prison ministers hold

inaugural gathering

PRISON, from page 1

prison ministry gathered for the inaugu-

ral Prison Ministry Appreciation Day
held at the Catholic Conference Center in

Hickory Sept. 1 1

.

During the gathering, the new prison

ministry logo was unveiled and the Dea-

con John Gallen Award was presented.

'This ministry is about never ever

turning your back on any prisoner be-

cause they are not Catholic," said Rev.

Mr. Jim Johnson, permanent deacon at

St. Charles Borromeo Church in

Morganton and coordinator of diocesan

Prison Ministry.

Prison Ministry was established in

the Diocese of Charlotte by then-Bishop

John F. Donoghue in February 1991.

Ongoing services and programs include

the distribution of Bibles, reading and

writing materials and greeting cards to

inmates imprisoned throughout the dio-

cese; as well as Bible studies and Com-
munion services.

Bill Matevie, who serves as a full-

time chaplain in the Mecklenburg
County Jail and as a liaison between the

diocese and the North Carolina Division

of Prisons, spoke about the various as-

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Potkay

Bill Mativie, a Catholic lay chaplain for the

Mecklenburg County Jail, presents the first

John Gallen Award to Mary Ann Sullivan

for her work in prison ministry at the

Catholic Conference Center Sept. 1 1

.

pects of diocesan prison ministry for

both inmates and their families, includ-

ing meeting their spiritual needs, creat-

ing and expanding educational opportu-

nities, and one-on-one visits.

Rev. Mr. Johnson, who has served

for about 10 years at both the Western

Youth Institute and the adult Foothills

Correctional Institute in Morganton,

has a range of duties as diocesan prison

ministry coordinator, including: acting

as conducting ongoing training semi-

nars for Catholic clergy and volunteers;

assisting in resolving issues involving

Catholic inmates, clergy (including per-

manent deacons involved in prison min-

istry) and prison administrators; and

soliciting funding for and distributing of

inmate resource materials.

During his presentation, Rev. Mr.

Johnson shared a letter he received from a

young inmate who expressed appreciation

for the deacon's presence at the prison. Rev.

Mr. Johnson emphasized that one of the

most important aspects of prison ministry

was being Jesus to those in need.

"We can bring something positive

(for the inmates) to hold on to as they leap

into the unknown," said Rev. Mr. Scott

GOfillan, permanent deacon at St. Joseph

Church in Newton, who has been visiting

prisoners at Newton's Catawba Correc-

tional Center for more than three years.

Rev. Mr. Gilfillan said he meets

with inmates on a weekly basis and, as a

lead sponsor, is permitted to take out

prisoners with 'leave passes" to attend

Mass and have breakfast afterward. He
also teaches 40-hour re-entry classes to

inmates who are ready for release. Top-

ics include interviewing skills, filling out

applications and setting career goals.

He also preaches on Sunday nights

at prison religious services.

"You cannot go in and not be

changed by those you minister to," he

said. 'Tou become intertwined in their

lives. You are there with them."

"We cannot meet every need," said

Rev. Bill Hall, chaplain at the Western

Youth Institute in Morganton. "Our main

goal is trying to help the inmates to under-

stand who they are in relation to God."

The John Gallen Award was pre-

sented to Mary Ann Sullivan of St. Pe-

ter Church in Charlotte for her work

in prison ministry.

Rev. Mr. Gallen, explained Matevie,

had dedicated his ministry to promoting

the development of the diocesan prison

ministry before his death in 1991.

"His ministry is best described as

one called to minister to the unloved, the

ONE LAST KISS OFYOUR LIFETIME
"LAST KISS" by Rich Slaley

Curl up on the couch and get ready to laugh, cry and think about your own mortality

as you travel with "Patrick" on the journey to discover faith, love and how to

appreciate each day as if It were your last!

"A treasure trove of heavenlypercepbonsi LUSCKMS, TENDER, ATTUNED TOTHE
EAR OFTHE SPIRTT. Last Kiss gives lasting pleasure to allages and every walkofllfel"

—Rev. James Sheehan, author of The Father Who Didn't Know My Name

To order, mall check or money order (no credit cards) to:

PllgHm Publishing. P 0 Box 49S44, Charlotte, NC 29277

$13.95
plus $2.50 shipping

Newly elected

Bishop Peter J. Jugis, center, stands with the newly elected officers of his presbyteral

(priests') council at the diocesan Pastoral Center Aug. 24. From left: Oblate Father

Joseph Zuschmidt, council chair and pastor of Queen of the Apostles Church in

Belmont; Father John Putnam, secretary, pastor of Sacred Heart Church in Salisbury

and vicar forane of the Salisbury Vicariate; Bishop Jugis; Father John Schneider,

treasurer and pastor of St. Elizabeth Church in Boone and Church of the Epiphany -

in Blowing Rock; and Father Francis O'Rourke, vice-chair, pastor of Our Lady of

Grace Church in Greensboro and vicar forane of the Greensboro Vicariate.

unwanted, and the unknown," said

Matevie.

Present at the award ceremony
were Mary Gallen, Rev. Mr. Allen's

widow, and his sons and daughters.

"This is very humbling," said

Sullivan. "It is not easy to try to bring

the love of God and hope into the lives

of these men and women. You are spe-

cial and each of you merits this award

and eternal awards for choosing to

serve God in this ministry."

Rev. Mr. Wenning unveiled the

new prison ministry logo, which is in

the shape of a shield and designed by

inmate Sergio Gomez to expresses the

essence of the prison ministry. The
logo includes prison walls; praying

hands symbolizing the ministers who
meet the spiritual needs of the prison

ers; a dove symbolizing God's grace

an altar symbolizing the presence of

the Catholic Church to the inmates

broken chain symbolizing the freedom

gained through God's Word; and <

cross with a heart in the center shoW'

ing that God loves all peoples, includ-

ing inmates.

Now Your Parents Can Live At Homel

We Build Friendships With Families

We know it Isn't easy to imate someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light hou.scwork, companionship.

Our caregivers are thoroughly screened. _
"J04- 549 4-010

E-mail us at Jill. Stewart@ Visitir)gAngels,com
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AIDS affects entire planet,

says priest

2.5 million

15 or younger living

with AIDS worldwide

34 million

AIDS

500,000^
Child AIDS deaths

Source: Joint U.N. Progrom on HiV/AIDS
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AIDS, from page 1

tears in the very fabric of society," said

Father Robert Vitillo at the Just Sec-

ond Fridays event at St. Peter Church

Sept. 10 in Charlotte regarding "The

Human and Pastoral Challenges of

HIV and AIDS."

Father Vitillo is the special advisor

on HIV and AIDS to Caritas

Internationalis, a confederation of 162

Catholic organizations working to im-

prove living and working conditions

in more than 200 countries and territo-

ries. He also is the executive director of

Catholic Campaign for Human Develop-

ment, the U.S. bishops' domestic anti-

poverty, social justice program.

An epic pandemic
In sub-Saharan Africa, 10 percent of

the world's population is home to nearly

two-thirds of all people living with AIDS.

So great is the pandemic that two genera-

tions of orphans have been created, Father

Vitillo said. Twelve million children have

lost one or both parents to the cilsease.

"In many cases, these children are

cared for by grandmothers, but these

women themselves often suffer from

severely limited resources," said Fa-

ther Vitillo.

Although AIDS affects every socio-

economic segment of the world popula-

tion, the poor and hungry suffer most,

Father Vitillo said.

"In Southern Africa and Zambia,

studies of AIDS-affected households

found that monthly income fell by 66 to

80 percent," he said. "In Thailand, house-

holds that saw the AIDS-related death of

one of their members showed an overall

lifetime income loss of 20 percent."

HIV and AIDS also have a signifi-

cant impact on the educator and health

care worker populations of Africa.

According to the newspaper The
Correspondent, 30 percent of all Zimba-

bwean teachers are living with HIV;
such rates in Zimbabwe and other sub-

Saharan nations will severely affect the

future supply of trained teachers in the

region. If Namibia continues to train

teachers at its current rate of 1,000 per

year, it will have a shortfall of more than

7,000 teachers by 2010.

HIV and AIDS have similarly af-

fected the health sector, said Father

Vitillo. AIDS-related illnesses have
caused 19 to 53 percent of all deaths

among health care workers in several

African countries.

God's unconditional love

Father Vitillo expressed his con-

cern at the stigmatization and
marginalization of HIV-infected people.

"Attempts to cast out those affected

by the disease ... have been experienced

in virtually all parts of the world and

among all racial and ethnic groups, as

well as in all social and economic classes,"

he said. "Sadly, some priests and minis-

ters have refused pastoral care and
church burial to the HIV-infected."

Such discriminatory behavior creates

fear and secretive activity. Father Vitillo

asserted. In some countries with a high

prevalence of HIV, women refijse to be

tested, or fail to return for their test results.

Research conducted in Nigeria

showed that one in 10 care providers

refused to serve HIV-positive patients.

Father Vitillo said. In addition, 20 per-

cent believed that many people living

with HIV had "behaved immorally and

deserved to be infected."

"Pope John Paul II has made fre-

quent and emotional appeals to avoid

discriminatory treatment of people liv-

ing with HIV and AIDS," he said. "In his

1989 visit to AIDS patients in the

United States, he held out the uncondi-

tional love of God himself as the guide-

line to be followed: 'God loves you all,

without distinction, without limit. ... He
loves those of you who are sick, those

suffering from AIDS. He loves the

friends and relatives of the sick and those

who care for them.'"

Bishops of the Southern Africa

Catholic Bishops' Conference stated in

2001, "AIDS must never be considered

as a punishment from God. ... It is for us

a sign of the times challenging all people

to inner transformation and to the fol-

lowing of Christ in his ministry of heal-

ing, mercy and love."

"Despite the fact that the rejection

and scapegoating of people affected by

HIV and AIDS finds no basis in theo-

logical scholarship, such incidences con-

tinue to occur," said Father Vitillo. "I

believe that members of the hierarchy,

clergy and laity alike have the responsi-

bility to stop such poor pastoral prac-

tices as soon as they occur."

Turning the tide

While HIV and AIDS are spreading

most rapidly in Africa and Asia, 40,000

Americans are infected each year. Father

Vitillo said. Many of these newly in-

fected are young, heterosexual and/or

African American. African Americans

are infected at 1 1 times the rate of their

representation of the general population.

Although scientists have long advo-

cated the use of latex condoms to prevent

the spread of HIV, Father Vitillo empha-

sized that the sole guaranteed method of

prevention is abstinence outside of a mar-

riage between two uninfected spouses.

"The strong and public positions

taken by the (Catholic) Church against

promoting condom use have led to a mis-

taken perception among AIDS educators,

some governments, health care profes-

sionals and the media that the church is

obstructing HIV and AIDS prevention

efforts and therefore might be a 'promoter

of death,'" said Father Vitillo.

'The fact is that the Catholic Church
sponsors some excellent educational

programs designed to prevent the

sexual transmission of AIDS," he said.

"Chastity is the only safe and virtu-

ous means to put an end to the tragic

plague of AIDS," Pope John Paul II told

Ugandan youth during a 1993 visit.

Recent research indicates the most
effective means of reducing the preva-

lence of HIV and AIDS are methods in

line with Catholic teaching: partner re-

duction, delayed onset of sexual activity

and, most importantly, abstinence out-

side of marriage.

'The Catholic Church has taken a

tremendous leadership role in respond-

ing to HIV and AIDS," said Father

VitQlo. "In many countries, the Catholic

Church is responsible for up to one-half

of the health care (provided)."

According to Father Vitillo, the

Catholic Church has been on the fore-

front of providing home care and or-

phan care programs; helping families

to take of people with AIDS; helping

HIV-infected people, many of whom
have lost their jobs, to start their own
businesses; and, most recently, helping

to get anti-retro-viral medications into

developing countries.

Global epidemic, local conse-
quences

"With our globalized world, no mat-

ter how much some Americans want to

have this 'island mentality' — 'who

cares about those other people?' — ev-

erything that is done anywhere in the

W^KKKKMttmm 10 am - 6 pm

world affects other parts of the world,

including us," he said.

"The more the worliforces in those

countries are affected (by AIDS), the less

they're going to be able to produce for

us," he said.

An example of the effect of this

workforce depletion can be found in

Zambia, whose population of copper

miners has the highest infection rate in

the country. With copper extraction as a

primary economic source, the economy
has been shattered.

Father Vitillo said Americans
should lobby pharmaceutical companies

to work toward making anti-retroviral

medications more affordable and more
widely available, especially in the poorer

nations of the world.

"We must dedicate more of the

Church's economic and human resources

to eliminating poverty as ,well as the

tragic consequences of HIV and AIDS,"

said Father Vitillo. "Individual Chris-

tians and church institutions must, in the

words of Pope John Paul II, give not just

of their 'surplus' but of their 'substance.'"

19905 west Catawba Ave., Suite 106, Cornelius

west off 1-77 exit 28

(Johnsburv square - next to Goodwill)
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Culture Watch A roundup of Scripture,

readings, films and more

Catholics aim to inform voters by

Web sites, booltiets, advertisements
BY CAROL ZIMMERMAN

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — This year's

election campaign, with religious issues

frequently front and center, has

prompted a variety of voter guides,

booklets and advertisements which aim

to inform Catholics on topics they

should consider in the voting booth.

For starters, the U.S. Catholic bish-

ops' document, "Faithful Citizenship: A
Catholic Call to Political Responsibil-

ity," outlines the bishops' teachings on

the role of Catholics in the public arena.

The bishops have also recently released

bulletin inserts summarizing key issues

of contemporary politics in the forrn of

10 questions for Catholics to consider

during the campaign.

Meanwhile, a lay group in San Di-

ego called Catholic Answers published

a lOpage booklet, "Voter's Guide for

Serious Catholics." The booklet, which

is also available online at

www.catholic.com, identifies five issues

the group describes as non-negotiable

— abortion, euthanasia, fetal stem-cell

research, human cloning and homo-
sexual marriage.

If a candidate supports any of these

issues, according to the guide, that per-

son should not be considered. A copy of

the voter guide ran as a full-page ad-

vertisement in the Aug. 3 1 issue of USA
Today.

In some races, the guide points out,

"each candidate takes a wrong position

on one or more of the five non-
negotiables." When this occurs, the

guide suggests that voters choose the

candidate "who takes the fewest such

positions or who seems least likely to be

able to advance immoral legislation, or

you may choose to vote for no one."

Jimmy Akin, director of apologetics

and evangelization for Catholic An-
swers, said the voter's guide has gener-

ated a lot of interest and has been pur-

chased in bulk by parishes and a few

dioceses.

The guide has been criticized by
some who say it does not comply with

the Internal Revenue Service guidelines

for voter materials that are provided by

nonprofit groups.

Akin told Catholic News Service

Sept. 3 that Catholic Answers had
sought legal advice for this matter and

had determined that the guide is "well

within U.S. laws and regulations."

He said the group had never pro-

duced a voters' guide before, but did so

this year to help educate Catholics

about the need to elect candidates who
support "fundamental human rights

and values."

Another Catholic voter guide be-

came available online Aug. 30 at

www.votingcatholic.org. The guide,

produced by the Catholic Voter Project,

a nonpartisan group of lay Catholics,

shows how the pre.sidential candidates

match up with Catholic social teaching

and public policy issues outlined by the

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

The ^ite includes a quiz to help

users evaluate how their views com-
pare with the candidates and the U.S.

bishops on a wide range of issues in-

cluding abortion, the death penalty,

war, global trade, nuclear weapons,

health care, worker rights, immigration

and poverty. It also has a forum to

encourage discussion about the upcom-
ing election.

Chris Korzen, a spokesman for the

Catholic Voting Project, told CNS that

this kind of guide could play an impor-

tant role in helping Catholics determine

how they might vote.

He said it is clear from the bishops'

"Faithful Citizenship" document that

"the decisions Catholics face in deter-

mining how to vote are incredibly com-
plicated," and trying to narrow down
Catholic doctrine to only a few issues

"ignores the integrity and fullness of the

Catholic faith."

John Hartz, who also worked on
the Web site, stressed that what they

have done with a handful of volunteers

provides a "resource for Catholics ev-

erywhere in the United States — to

help them make sense of this election."

Religious views in politics have
also been appearing in recent full-page

newspaper advertisements. The same
day USA Today ran the full-page ad by

Catholic Answers, The JVashington

Times published an advertisement

sponsored by the American Life League

that accused some Catholic politicians

of "fraudulently claiming Catholic

faith" while supporting laws favoring

abortion.

And on Aug. 30, a full-page ad with

the headline "God is not a Republican

or a Democrat" appeared in The New
Tork Times.

The advertisement was sponsored

by Sojourners, a Christian organiza-

tion based in Washington that pub-

lishes a monthly magazine and is dedi-

cated to social justice issues. The ad-

vertisement stressed that Christians

and people of other faiths were not

single-issue voters, but instead were
concerned about poverty, the environ-

ment, war, human rights, the response

to terrorism and a consistent ethic of

human life.

It said religious leaders who called

on Christians to re-elect President

George W. Bush were promoting "bad

theology and dangerous religion."

It also published hundreds of

names of the 50,000 people who have

signed the advertisement, including

Franciscan Father Richard Rohr, di-

rector of the Center for Action and Con-
templation in Albuquerque, N.M., and

Benedictine Sister Joan Chittister,

founder and head of Benet Vision, a

spirituality center in Erie, Pa.

WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: SEPT. 26, 2004

Sept 26, 26th

Sundayin

OrdinaryTime

Cycle C Readings:

1) Amos 6:1a, 4-7

Psalm 146:7-10

2) 1 Timothy 6:11-15

3) Gospel: Luke 16:19-31

BY JEFF HENSLEY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

I Stood by the coffin of a good and

godly man last night. Cycil Adrian was
a Nazarene pastor of a small church on
the West Side of Fort Worth.

Above his casket was a Bible, and it

was open to a passage in Timothy— it

may have been the one in this week's

reading; the tone and message were, at

the least quite similar. The passage con-

sisted of Paul's instructions to his dis-

ciple and fellow minister to God's peopl

Timothy.

Cycil had underlined a portion

the Scripture and claimed it for his owi

More importantly he had lived out

service to God and his people in his lii

church, a life of fervent devotion, preaci

ing of the Gospel, and attending to th
needs, physical and spiritual, of the^

people he pastored, all the while not

neglecting his love for his wife and chil-

dren.

It is being said by those who knew

'

him and his ministry that Cycil wQl be

impossible to replace, that he "spoiled"

his people, rushing to their bedsides .

whenever illness laid them low.

May we all have the privilege of.

"spoiling" those we love and serve.
7j

May we all at our own deaths find that^j

we have been worthy of the instructions

Paul gave to Timothy: "Fight the good
fight of faith. Take firm hold on the

everlasting life to which you were called

when, in the presence ofmany witnesses,

you made your noble profession of faith."^|

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPT 19 - SEPT 25

Sunday (Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Amos 8:4-7, 1 Timothy 2:1-8, Luke 16:1-13;

IVIonday (St. Andrew Kim Taegon, St. Paul Chong Hasang & Companions), Proverbs 3:27-34,

Luke 8:16-18; Tuesday (St. Matthew), Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13, Matthew 9:9-1 3; Wednesday, Prov-

erbs 30:5-9, Luke 9:1-6; Thursday, Ecclesiastes 1 :2-11 , Luke 9:7-9; Friday, Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 , Luke

9:18-22; Saturday, Ecclesiastes 11 :9—12:8, Luke 9:43-45

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPT. 26 - OCT 2

Sunday (Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Amos 6:1 ,4-7, 1 Timothy 6:11-16, Luke 16:19'

31; Monday (St. Vincent de Paul), Job 1:6-22, Luke 9:46-50; Tuesday (St. Wenceslaus, St

Lawrence Ruiz and Companions), Job 3:1-3, 11-7, 20-23, Luke 9:51-56; Wednesday (Sts. Michael,|

Gabriel and Raphael), Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, John 1:47-51; Thursday (St. Jerome), Job 19:21-27^

Luke 10:1-12; Friday (St. Therese of the Child Jesus), Job 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Psalm 139:1-3

10, 13-14; Luke 10:13-16; Saturday, (Guardian Angels), Exodus 23:20-23; Psalm 91:1-6, 10-11

Matthew 18:1-5, 10
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presents German

director with spiritual

fiimmaliing award
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VENICE, Italy — A top Vatican

official presented German director Wim
Wenders with a spiritual filmmaking

award during the annual Venice Film

Festival.

U.S. Archbishop John P. Foley, head

ofthe Pontifical Council for Social Commu-
nications, praised "the director's courage in

asking the essential questions about man's

existence," as he presented Wenders with

the annual Bresson Prize Sept 8.

Wenders' films "offer a starting

point for constructive reflection" and

"show that cinema is an appropriate in-

strument for spreading values and cul-

ture," the archbishop said in his speech.

The 59-year-old cinematographer is

best known for the films "Paris, Texas"

in 1984, "Wings of Desire" in 1987, and

the "Buena Vista Social Club" in 1998.

Wenders was attending the north-

ern Italian film festival to present his

recent film, "Land of Plenty," which

deals, Wenders said, with "poverty.

paranoia and patriotism" in present-

day America.

Archbishop Foley told Vatican

Radio Sept. 8 it was "important the

church take part in a showcase like the

one in Venice."

"It is even more important to recog-

nize the role film directors play in cin-

ema, since they can touch people's

hearts," he added.

In his speech, the archbishop said

Wenders' work helps "people reflect

upon the needed task all people are

called upon to spread — the universal

values which humanity still requires" for

its progress.

The Bresson Prize, named after

French director Robert Bresson, was es-

tablished in 2000 to recognize artists

who "give significant witness" in the

spiritual meaning of life.

The award is organized by the Ital-

ian Magazine of Cinematography and

the pontifical councils for Culture and

Social Communications.
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Back by popular demand!

TREASURES FRON YOUR TRUDK
Come sell anything and everything from the trunk or back of

your car, van or SUV. Cost for your space is just $20 and

YOU KEEP ALL the proceeds of your sales.

Info or to reserve space: 704-843-0525 or 704-849-7077

Saturday, Oct. 2 8 am - noon
St. Matthew Church — 8015 Ballantyne Commons Parkway, Charlotte
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JOIN OTHER ROMAN CATHOLICS ON THIS

2-WEEK VACATION DEPARTING APRIL 2.2005

Arizona & California

Golden West Tour
Fly from your closest major airport to Los Angeles. Meet "your man" at the baggage claim

center for your hotel transfer. Tour includes 14 nights in quality hotels, baggage handling,

airport transfers, and escorted motor coach sightseeing. Visit Barstovi/ Station; Primm,

Nevada; Las Vegas City Tour (no overnight); Laughlin, Nevada on the Colorado River; Grand

Canyon; Painted Desert; Flagstaff, AZ; scenic drive south through Oak Creek Canyon and
"Red Rock Country" including Sedona; and have two days in Phoenix, AZ. Next take a scenic

drive to San Diego with a lunch stop in Yuma, Arizona. In San Diego your city tour includes

Mission Bay, Balboa Park, Coronado Island Mission San Diego de Alcala, and more! On your

free day in San Diego optronal tours include either Tijuana, Mexico or the San Diego Zoo.

Both optwnal tours include a nan'ated cruise of San Diego Harbor. On your scenic drive back

to Los Angeles stops include the Mission of San Juan Capistrano and the breathtaking Crystal

Cathedral! Also included is the Your Man Tours city tour of L.A., Hollywood and Beverly Hills.

Price, per person, based on double occupancy is $948 including all taxes. Add $500 for

airfare from Charlotte, NC. Limited space on our bus.

Family & friends welcome. $100 deposits now due.

For your brochure wrth a day-to-day itinerary, information and reservations call:

'YOUR MAN' TOURS 1-800-736-7300
Providing carefree vacations since 1967!
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Film and television director Sean McNamara has made his living appealing to young

viewers. McNamara, a Catholic, said it's possible, despite the target age of 9-12

for most of his TV series and movies, to present relevant issues in understandable

ways. He is pictured on a movie set.

Catholic TV director says

touchy topics can be made
relevant to youth

BY MARK PATTISON
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Film and
television director Sean McNamara
has made his living appealing to

young TV viewers and moviegoers.

McNamara, a Catholic, said it's

possible, despite the target age of 9-

12 for most of his TV series and mov-
ies, to present relevant issues in un-

derstandable ways.

He said he's been able to tackle

prejudice, junk food and body image
on different episodes of the current

Disney Channel series "That's So
Raven."

In a telephone interview with

Catholic News Service from his car in

Hollywood, McNamara pointed out

that TV and film can tackle sensitive

subjects "by couching it in a way
people can understand."

One episode of "That's So Raven,"

he said, featured kids congregating in

a mall's food court and chowing down
exclusively on its fast-food fare. By
episode's end, they were sick — and
sick of the fast food. McNamara said

he was inspired by the recent docu-

mentary, "Super Size Me," in which
its filmmaker-subject ate every meal
for 30 days at McDonald's restau-

rants.

McNamara got his start in this

line of work 20 years ago as a pro-

ducer on a series called "Kids Incor-

porated." Nearly a decade later, he

said, "we did a pilot called 'The Secret

World of Alex Mack' (for) Nickel-

odeon. And it's just taken off from
there."

He's also been associated with the

kids' series, "Even Stevens," which
gave Shia LaBeouf his start, and "Phil

of the Future." He's part of the cre-

ative team of Brookwell McNamara
Entertainment, which creates and
produces TV series for kids on vari-

ous cable channels.

McNamara also gave current

teen sensation Hilary Duff her first

starring role six years ago in the

movie sequel "Casper Meets Wendy."
Now, they've teamed up again in the

upcoming feature film, "Raise Your
Voice."

He waxes enthusiastic about the

young star, saying she's come a long

way in just six years.

When he first directed her, she

was just learning to act, he recalled.

"I would give her direction in one
scene to 'hug the couch and hit your

mark,' and every time she did, she'd

fall out of the (camera) frame,"

McNamara said. "When I got out

from behind the camera to see what
was going on, I found that she would
kneel down and hug the couch, liter-

ally," not walking really close to it as

he h^d meant.

Another scene in "Casper Meets
Wendy" called for a goat. The goat's

real name was Meaner. When the

goat was in the same scene as Duff,

McNamara tried to give the goat di-

rection by calling its name, he said.

But when he called out "Meaner,
Meaner" about five times, he said, "I

turned to Hilary and she's got this

scrunched-up, mean look on her face!"

Back then, McNamara said. Duff
"was so cute, she got by on that."

Now, as an established singer and
actor, he added, "I think she's going
to be like Sally Field and win an

Academy Award one day."

McNamara is a member of St.

Agatha Church in Los Angeles, which

is also the parish of fellow director

Tom Shadyac ("Bruce Almighty").

McNamara said he knew Shadyac
first through the parish, then later as

a fellow filmmaker.

Shadyac's latest venture isn't

movie-related, but a fund-raising

venture, McNamara said. Shadyac
sells "H to O" (Help to Others) bottled

water, with proceeds going to dig wa-

ter wells and combat AIDS in Africa.
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Assistant Director of Elementary Faith Development

Preschool to 6th Grade

St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church, a vibrant parish of over 5,000

families in Cary, NC, is seeking an energetic, organized person to fill the

position of Assistant Director of Elementary Faith Development. Cary is located

near the renowned Research Triangle Park and the major university cities of

Raleigh, Durham, and Chapel Hill.

The successful candidate will be a practicing Catholic with at least three years

experience as a parish religious education director. Must have a Bachelor's

Degree in Education or Pastoral Studies. Master's Degree or equivalent is

preferred. Must have a working knowledge of basic computer applications.

Duties will include supervision of a Faith Development program for nearly 1,500

children from Pre K through grade 6 including parent and child preparation for

the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist. The successful candidate will

also be responsible for working with a three-person staff, supervising alternate

forms of religious education including intergenerational catechesis, Catechesis of

the Good Shepherd, and Latino Catechesis, and planning training and support

for a volunteer staff of nearly 250 catechists. Fluency in Spanish is a plus.

Compensation will include a salary, commensurate with experience and an

excellent benefits package.

If you are seeking a Catholic parish environment where you can both lead and

nurture the faith life of children, please submit your resume to:

Faith Development Search Committee, St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church

804 High House Road, Cary, NC 27513

Or e-mail to: faithdev@stmichaelcary.org

— MUSIC DIRECTOR
Rosweli, Georigia

Exciting opportunity awaits the Director of Music in a young, dynamic parish of 1 ,600+

families. The selected candidate will build on existing music program that includes

adult and youth choir, children's choir, cantors, contemporary ensembles and youth

band. Position requires excellent keyboard/organ and vocal skills, experience in

choral music, ensemble leadership, as well as administrative, budgeting and
communication skills. Proficiency on a secondary instrument such as guitar

considered a plus.

Qualified candidate must have a good working knowledge of Catholic liturgical

services, and the ability to maintain a traditional worship repertoire while building a

contemporary music program. A music degree is preferred. Competitive salary

commensurate with experience and benefits included.

Send cover letter, resume, salary requirements and references to Fr. Frank

McNanftee, Pastor, St Peter Chanel Catholic Church, 11330 Woodstock Road,

Rosweli, GA 30075 or email to fmcnamee@stpeterchanet.org.

lassifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS& EX-
PERIENCE CAREGIVERS: Warm and caring

for liofnc care a.ssignments. Fulltime and
partinie. Call 704-945-7177.

features lots of extras/upgrades; establi.slied

natural areas with tall trees; fridge conveys; ideal

for new grad, road warrior or single. $85,500.

Show by appointment. 704-2S£-0922.

PATIO HOME: Charlotte area 04. Beautiful 3

BR/2.5 BA. MBR downstairs. 1300 sf HOA fee

includes lawn maintenance/pool/tenni,s. Near
everything. $133,000. 704-707-9596.

SERVICES REAL ESTATE

INSURANCE: Best health insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkin.son (704) 845-1416.

FOR SALE

TOWNHOME: Steele Creek area; 2-story, 2

K bedrooms, 1.5 baths; 1008 sf Former model

I,

TELL US WHAT YOU WANT! We can find

your mountain vacation/retirement home in

Maggie Valley/Waynesville. Contact Merry Jo or

Dick. Four Seasons Realty Group. 800-551-6356

or email; rgorham@fourseasonsrealtygroup.com.

Enjoy peaceful mountain living!

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 12 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1 123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Development down under

Photo by Kevin E. Murray

Tony Sanders (center), fund manager for the Diocese of Wolhngong in Australia,

consults with Barbara Gaddy, associate director ofdevelopment, and Jim Kelky, director

ofdevelopmentfor the Diocese ofCharlotte, at the Pastoral Center Sept. 9. Sanders came

to learn about how Kelley and Gaddy conduct effective development and stewardship

efforts. The Office ofDevelopment serves parishes, agencies and ministries ofthe Diocese

ofCharlotte in their development efforts. Services reflect a spirituality ofstewardship as a

way ofUfe-— a response to Jesus' call to discipleship. Kelley and Gaddy have been keynote

speakers at stewardship conferences in dioceses in the United States, Canada, Australia

and Jamaica. They have abo spoken at variousfive-day stewardship institutes sponsored

by the International Catholic Stewardship Council, as well as every national stewardship

conference since 1986. Additionally, Kelley and Gaddy have Co-authored and co-edited

two ofICSC's stewardship publicationsfor adults and children.

You re Invited!
to

ff

Room At The Inn's

Tenth Annual Banquet

Charlotte Convention Center

Thursday, October 14, 2004

Featured Speaker

Jennifer O'NeiU
Internationally acclaimed actress,

film and television star

Jennifer O'Neill became a household name with her starring role in the classic film, "Summer

of '42," and as die spokesperson for Cover Girl Cosmerics for an unprecedented thirty years.

A post-abortive woman herself, she is the celebrity spokesperson for the National Silent No More

Awareness Campaign. Ms. O'Neill makes regular pro-life, pro-famiiy appearances on national

television shows such as "ITic O'Reilly Faaor" and "The View."

Registration/Reception: 5:30pm
Dinner: 7:00pm

Reservations arefree, but required.

To makeyour reservation or to host a table ofeight, contact Megan Kimmel

(704) 525-4673 ext. 10, iroomattheinn@carolina.rr.com by September 30th.

Room At The Inn is a pro-life Catholic maternity homeproviding

an alternative to abortionfor sin^pregnant women.
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Visiting Poiisii priest ceiebrates

feast day in Arden
ARDEN — St. Barnabas Church

recently celebrated the feast day of St.

Maximilian Kolbe with a little help

from a Polish priest.

Approximately 100 parishioners

celebrated the feast day with Mass
and breakfast Aug. 14. The breakfast

featured both American and Polish

foods in honor of Father Pawel Rytel-

Andrianik, visiting from the Diocese

of Drohiczyn in Poland.

Father Rytel-Andrianik, who is

studying sacred Scripture in Rome,
visited St. Barnabas Church June 28-

Sept. 3. Both Father Rytel-Andrianik

and Father Roger Arnsparger, pas-

tor, are involved in promoting the

canonization of Blessed Pier Giorgio

Frassati, a wealthy - Italian who gave

his money and goods to the poor but

maintained an active faith life with

his peers in early 20th-century Italy.

As Father Rytel-Andrianik's
bishop wanted him to practice En-
glish and experience pastoral life in a

U.S. parish. Father Arnsparger in-

vited Father Rytel-Andrianik to visit.

After breakfast, Father Rytel-

Andrianik gave a talk on St.

Maximilian, the Polish Conventual

The Catholic News & Herald 13
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Father Pawel Rytel-Andrianik, a visiting

priest from the Diocese of Drohiczyn in

Poland, enjoys Polish and American food

during a celebration on the feast of St.

Maximilian Kolbe at St. Barnabas Church

Aug. 14.

Franciscan who gave his life to save

another prisoner at the former Nazi-

run concentration camp of Auschwitz

in 1941, and founded in 1917 his

Militia of the Immaculate to work for

the evangelization and sanctification

of all peoples through the mediation

of Mary.
Father Rytel-Andrianik also ex-

plained the influence of St.

Maximilian on Pope John Paul II.

St. Maximilian's action had "a

profound resonance in the environ-

ment of that concentration camp
where every human being was
treated with deep contempt and was
trampled upon," said the pope to

some 10,000 youths and young
adults during a prayer vigil at the

Vatican April 1, 1999.

The Polish saint acted in imita-

tion of Christ, the pope said. But
while St. Maximilian's sacrifice saved

the life of one fellow Pole, Christ's

death on the cross brought life to all

men and women.
After his stay at St. Barnabas

Church and a visit with his family in

Poland, Father Rytel-Andrianik was
scheduled to return to Rome for his

second year of studies.

NOTE TO READERS
Have a story from your parish, or

photographs of parish events? Submit

them toThe Catholic News & Herald. To find

out how, call (704) 370-333 or e-mail

catholicnews@charlottediocese.org.

Serving the Carolinas
FOR MORE THAN 23 YEARS!

Special Cards, Reugious articles,

Unique Gifts

l i =n= CARpUNA CATHOLIC ^
_ BOOKSHOPPE _
! 'I

704r342-2878

Fax (704) 334^33 13
441 0-F Monroe Road,
Charlotte, 28205

We welcome mail orders
and special orders!

Mon-Fri 9:30 AM - 5:30 pm
Sat 9:30 am - 3:0O pm

WWW.CAROLINACATHOLICBOOKS.COM

AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
WSIAUBACH 1123 South Church Street
A World of Real Estate Knoii-I t(l<rr

Charlotte, North Carolina

18,929 Square Feet

t* Ideal South End Location

t* Easy Access to interstates,

public transportation & Uptown

The Staubach Company- Carolinas, 121 W. Trade Street, Suite 2800 Charlotte, NC 28202 www.staubach.com
Data contained hem has been gathered from aourws deemed reliable: however, The Staubach Company does not guarantee the accuracy ot this data.
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Despite evil, God's plan

leads toward people's

redemption, says pope
BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY — No matter

what destruction is brought about by

evil in today's world, God's plan

leads toward humanity's redemption,

said Pope John Paul II.

"The Lord has established his

reign, intervening in history with su-

preme authority," he said in his Sept.

15 weekly general audience.

Though God has entrusted man-
kind to be free "to generate good and

evil," history "has as its ultimate seal

the choice of divine providence," said

the pope.

No matter what "storms, wounds
and devastation" are wrought by evil,

"the book of the Apocalypse cel-

ebrates the end toward which history

is guided through the efficacious

work of God," he said.

For the first time since mid-June,

the pope's weekly general audience

returned to St. Peter's Square, where
some 10,000 pilgrims gathered under

dark clouds and a sprinkling of rain.

During Rome's hot summer
months, the Wednesday audience is

held either in the Vatican's air condi-

tioned Paul VI hall or in the small

outdoor courtyard of the pope's apos-

tolic palace in Castel Gandolfo, in the

hills south of Rome.
The pope focused his Sept. 15 au-

dience talk on a Book of Revelation

canticle that looks at the link between

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL 11

history and eternity.

Through the word "Alleluia," the

faithful on earth join their "song of

praise" of the Lord "with that of the

righteous" in heaven, said the pope.

"This establishes a channel of

communication between history and

eternity" that unites the earthly and
heavenly liturgies in a common song
of praise, he said.

With this "communion of praise,"

the faithful celebrate God's saving

power and glory, his "divine plan of

redemption" and the "nuptial meeting

of the lamb, who is Christ, and the

purified bride," which is humanity re-

deemed, said the pope.

During greetings in Italian at the

end of the audience, the pope recalled

that Sept. 15 was the feast of Our
Lady of Sorrows, "who faithfully

stood by the cross of Jesus."

He asked that people "be able to

find in her consolation and help to

overcome all the obstacles" in their

daily lives.

Reflections on maniage
and divorce

Boy, it's a bad time to be a newly-

wed, particularly if you're looking to

couples in the news for guidance on
how to make it to your silver or

golden anniversary. This summer
and fall have seen a flurry of pretty

horrific examples.

First Mark Hacking reportedly

confesses to family members that he

shot his wife in her sleep and dumped
her in a landfill.

Scott Peterson is accused of mur-
dering his wife Laci and their unborn
child while wining and dining his

mistress, Amber Frey.

Robert Howard, the Olympic
triple jumper, is believed to have
stabbed his wife, Robin Mitchell, be-

fore he jumped to his own death from
a window out of a University of Ar-
kansas dormitory.

And let's not forget New Jersey

Gov. Jim McGreevey's shocking an-

nouncement that he is, in fact, gay,

and had been involved with another

man whom he hired. The governor

confessed all this to the public with

his wife, mother to their children, by
his side.

Of course, you need not open the

papers or turn on the tube to learn

about cheating, lying and the other

rather big termites that eat into a

healthy relationship. About half of

American marriages end in divorce.

One need only show up at a high

school or college reunion to see those

statistics at work or talk to some
neighbors and friends.

"She changed into a different per-

son," one friend of mine told me when
I, being the nosy Barbara Walters

that I am, asked him why his mar-
riage fell apart.

How specifically did she change?

"She got lazy, fat and selfish," he

told me.

Another couple I know just split

Our Turn

THERESE J.

BORCHARD
CNS Columnist

because, immediately after uttering

the words "I do," he failed to hold a

stable job. They went to marriage
counseling, they prayed, but the dam-
age was done.

"It's scary. You roll the dice when
you marry," says a marriage psy-

chologist friend of mine who counsels

couples experiencing marital prob-

lems. "You don't know how that per-

son is going to change."

His words scare me because I

know how true they are. Just the

other day my husband and I dis-l

cussed the marriages of our friends

(since we ourselves are so perfect). We
classified them as "happy," "unhappy"

and "ask again in a few years."

We didn't predict any imminent
divorces, but then we realized that in

|,

most of the marriages at least one of;

the partners had been married before,

the first marriage lasting anywhereJt
from six months to three years. i|

There are those statistics again!

As products of two divorced fami

lies, my husband and I took our vows
pretty seriously. The words "until

death do us part" weren't spoken on a

whim but after a period of discern

ment and deliberation. For nowher
in the Catholic sacrament of marriagi

are these words written or under-

stood: "unless you or I change too

radically or we decide we want some-j

thing else in life."

What you see is fortunately or

unfortunately what you get.

Small is beautiful
FuMllmentf meaninggainedbytBldnglessforourselves

When I asked my German fi-iend

about his impressions of Americans, he

replied, "You have big appetites!"

This remark turned our conversa-

tion toward the philosophy of E.F.

Schumacker, who wrote "Small is Beau-

tiful," a book that challenges the ideas

that bigger is better, more is desired

over less.

It is very true that a great many
people strive for the bigger, the better

and more. How many, for example,

have a love affair with big cars, SUVs
and fast sports cars that guzzle gas? To
accommodate all this, we have the larg-

est highways ever experienced by hu-

mankind.

Our moderately sized homes that

once housed large families are now be-

coming tear-downs and being replaced

by luxury homes that house much
smaller families.

Shopping malls are glutted with

enormous inventories that never are

depleted.

Most restaurant food is twice to

three times what we should eat.

Sporting events are jammed by

thousands of fans, and each year's Su-

per Bowl outdoes the past in enormity.

TV screens are now wall size, and

their sound systems create noise louder

than our ears can endure.

The yearning for bigger, better and

more is not solely American. With the

exception of poor nations, most coun-

The Human

Side

FATHER
EUGENE HEMRICK
CNS Columnist

tries equal us in this category.

In light of this propensity, what

would philosophers like Schumacker
have us do?

We should first remember that

throughout history civilizations never

have been satisfied with the status quo.

They forever were expanding.

Even Christ spoke of expansion

when he pointed us to the mustard seed

that grows to great size. As it did, so did

the church, its monasteries and follow-

ers.

Philosophy would counsel us that

the quest for bigness is aij integral part

of human nature that, like a niew set of

tires, needs to be balanced lest they

vibrate and self-destruct.

The best way to maintain balance

is to block the quest for bigness and

more from possessing us and govern-

ing our lives. This must not be, the

primary factor giving meaning to our

lives. If it is, we, like so many before us,

will wake up and find that we have

lived an empty life.

True fulfillment and meaning are

gained primarily by taking less for our-

selves so that others less fortunate will

have more.

Philosophy would also counsel us

not to lose our sense oftrue satisfaction

Constantly striving for what is bigger,'

seeking to acquire more, never leaves us

time to be satisfied and enjoy what we
have.

Yes, small is beautiful when seen

through the eyes of philosophy and

lived in our everyday lives.
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Get out the vote
It's time to vote.

If that message seems to be a couple

ofmonths early, you're half right. Elec-

tion Day in the United States this year

falls on Tuesday, Nov. 2. However, as

you probably know, you can't vote if

you aren't registered.

What's gotten me excited about

this right now are some facts I came
across from the U.S. Census Bureau.

They concern the election of 2000 and

they really bother me. Only 60 percent

of eligible voters in this country regis-

tered to vote, and of that number only

86 percent actually went to the polls.

While I wish that 100 percent of

eligible Americans would vote (OK, 99

percent to allow for emergencies),

what amazes me is the 40 percent who
aren't even registered. I cannot for the

life of me figure out how people justify

that apathy.

Every vote counts, not just in the

so-called "swing" states, not just in

presidential election years. Every vote

counts in every election for every of-

fice. This is your chance to hire the

people who run our local, state and

federal governments. If that isn't

worth making a little time on your

schedule, I don't know what is.

Too busy? Don't like the candi-

dates? Just not interested? There is too

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

much at stake in your community, in

your country, in your world to excuse

your absence from any election.

If you're a regular voter, good.

Keep it up. If you need to register,

do it.

Most states have a deadline about

a month before each election. Your lo-

cal library is a great resource; so is the

League of Women Voters and the

Web, of course. And when you get the

information, spread it around. Surely,

you have relatives, friends or cowork-

ers who either boast about not bother-

ing to vote, or make excuses for not

voting. Not this year. This year you're

going to have your own "Get Out the

Vote" campaign.

Why?
Each of us has a personal respon-

sibility to be an intelligent, involved

and active voter. Educate yourself

about issues and candidates; make de-

cisions about what really matters. Ac-

cept your obligation to go beyond per-

sonal interests, to consider the welfare

of others, both now and in the future.

Whatever your political party, what-

ever candidates or issues you favor,

how you vote is between you and your

conscience, you and God. Yes, your

vote, your involvement as a citizen

does matter.

James Madison, fourth presi-

dent of the United States, known as

the Father of the Constitution, said,

"We have staked the whole future of

America, not on the power of gov-

ernment — far from it— but on the

capacity of mankind for self-

government."

If I sound a little like a cheerleader

for getting out the vote, so be it. But,

frankly, how can some people be only

too happy to express their opinions,

and then not take the time to reinforce

their words with a thoughtful decision

inside a voting booth.

It seems to me that no citizen has

the right to complain— or be complai-

sant —on Nov. 3, if he or she did not

exercise the right to vote on Nov. 2.

For afree copy ofthe Christopher News
Note, "Citizenship 101: Awareness, Commit-

ment, Action," write: The Christophers, 12

East 48th Street, New Tork, NT 10017; or

e-mail: nuiil@christophers.org.

Giving is an important part of every

Catliolic's life

Giving is an important part of

every Catholic's life. It is through
giving that we grow as Christians

and are able to carry out Christ's

work in the world.

Many people don't feel they have

the financial resources to give as

much as they would like, while also

carrying out their responsibilities to

their loved ones and others.

If you have ever felt this way, I

believe you will be interested in infor-

mation and assistance offered by the

Diocese of Charlotte's Office of
Planned Giving. In fact, every Catho-
lic interested in making the best use

of his or her resources will want to

know more about gift planning.

What is gift planning?

Quite simply, gift planning is a

process that helps you identify ways
of giving that suit you best. Some
methods are familiar, such as giving

by cash or check, while others may be

new to you, such as giving through
life insurance or in your will.

The gift-planning process helps

you form a giving strategy so that

you, your loved ones and others for

whom you care will be provided for as

you desire. At the same time, you may
discover new ways of giving to your
parish, Catholic schools, Catholic
agencies, the diocese or the foundation

Guest

Column

GINA RHODES
Guest Columnist

that you never realized were possible.

For example, by giving through

your will, you can fulfill a desire to

make a special gift without diminish-

ing financial security for yourself or

your loved ones. A bequest can be

arranged as part of the will-making

process. That simple addition can

speak volumes about your faith.

A stronger mission

Why does the diocese offer infor-

mation and assistance with gift plan-

ning? First, as people grow in their

stewardship life, they realize that lim-

iting their stewardship of treasure to

just their income doesn't really reflect

all that they have. Hence, more and
more people are including their assets

in their long-range plans related to

stewardship of treasure.

Second, the diocese hope to pro-

vide information that will be helpful

to you and your loved ones as you

make plans for your future security.

Third, we are ever mindful of the

needs for future financial stability to

carry out the church's mission in our

diocese and know that gift planning

can help strengthen the base of finan-

cial support for parishes, Catholic

schools, Catholic agencies, the diocese

and the foundation.

Ready to help

The diocese also has a responsi-

bility to Catholics in our area to pro-

vide information about ways to en-

hance their stewardship. The Office of

Planned Giving will be happy to an-

swer questions you may have about

methods of giving (at no obligation,

of course). We can also work with you
and your attorney or other financial

advisor as you consider a particular

method of giving.

The size of a gift to the church is

not what is important. But all believ-

ers are called upon to participate in

the act of giving and the exercise of

good stewardship. Our gift-planning

program can assist you to that end.

You may discover surprising

benefits for yourself and Christ's mis-

sion.

Gina Rhodes is the director of
planned giving for the Diocese of
Charlotte.

The length of

time Christ is

present in

the Eucharist

Question

Corner

FATHER JOHN
DIETZEN

CNS Columnist

Tour article several weeks ago

concerning how long Christ is present

with us after Communion was some-

what similar to what a priest told me
last year.

After Communion, he said, Christ

continues present with usfor 15 or 20
minutes. This must have been personal

conjecture on his part. I had always

assumed our Lord remained in us until

we lost sanctifying grace by mortal sin.

Is there a church teaching on this?

(Louisiana)

A. Your priest was talking about

how long the sacramental presence of

Jesus remains after Communion, not

how long grace endures'

Catholic doctrine is that when
bread and wine become the body and

blood of Christ in the celebration of the

Eucharist, our Lord's Eucharistic pres-

ence remains as long as the species (ap-

pearance) of bread and wine remain.

This means that whenever, for

whatever reason, the consecrated

bread and wine no longer look or

taste like bread and wine, Christ is no

longer present as a sacrament.

Obviously, once we receive the

consecrated wine and bread in Com-
munion, our digestive processes affect

them just as other food, until they are

no longer identifiable as the bread

and wine we consumed. When that

happens, after maybe 15 or 20 min-

utes, Christ is no longer present as a

sacrament.

However, the relationship with

the life and person of Christ, which

we call grace, is greatly enhanced by

our celebration and reception of the

Eucharist. It is a major way God
invites and unites us to an ever

greater friendship with him.

This intimate presence of Jesus,

which grows also through the other

sacraments, prayer, charitable works

and a good life, does not cease when
the sacramental presence of our Lord

ceases. It continues to develop unless

it is diminished or lost by sin, which

is a deliberate turning away and re-

jection of that relationship.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol. com.
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Churches, schools commemorate Faith and freedom

anniversary of terrorist attacks

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Memorial ser-

vices in churches across the country

Sept. 1 1 marked the third anniversary of

the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

New York Cardinal Edward M.
Egan concelebrated a Mass at St.

Patrick's Cathedral in New York in re-

membrance of firefighters who died

while attempting to rescue people in the

rubble of the World Trade Center,

brought down when terrorists crashed

two planes into the center's twin towers.

The same day, Washington Auxil-

iary Bishop Kevin J. Farrell told the

congregation at the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Concep-

tion in Washington that the Gospel in-

vites people to create "a new culture of

peace."

'The challenge before us is to bring

peace back into the world," he said.

He also said that terrorism exists

because of "terrible situations of injus-

tice" and that terrorism will cease when
there is equal distribution of benefits in

Parochial pledge

the world.

But he added that no matter how
great the injustice, it does not justify

violence, pointing out that "violence en-

genders more violence."

Bishop Farrell called on individuals

to seek peace in their daily lives and in

their relationships and to remain toler-

ant and respectful of views that differ

fi"om their own.

The Knights of Columbus called on
people of all faiths to join in making Sept.

11a Worldwide Day of Prayer for

Peace. The Catholic lay fraternal organi-

zation sponsored full-page ads in Time
magazine and The Washington Post that

showed hands folded in prayer. With the

image was a message calling Sept. 1 1 "a

day we can all pray for peace."

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

said the 2001 terrorist attacks "produce

many emotions, ranging fi-om anger to

profound sorrow. But as we recall the

losses of that awfld day and honor those

who died, we should aJso remember that

peace and understanding, not revenge and

Courtesy Photo

Elizabeth Green, student council president, and Mythily Isaac, science teacher,

recite the Pledge of Allegiance during St. Leo the Great School's Sept. 1 1 memorial

ceremony. Faculty, staff and students gathered around the Winston-Salem Catholic

school's flagpole to pay tribute to the victims of the 2001 terror attacks and all

who fight to protect the United States. Several students, as representatives of

each grade, carried handmade flags. Principal Georgette Schraeder led the gathering

in prayer and Elizabeth Green led them in singing "God Bless America."

Let stairs be our

problem... not yours!
Ask about our Stairway lifts.

• Easily attached to steps (not walls)

• Folds out of the way
• Fits most stairways (straight & curved)

• Very affordable (rent or buy)

• We install

Chair & Equipment Rentals & Sales, Inc.

800 Central Ave. • Charlotte, NC . (800) 333-8431

Member of St. Thomas Aquinas

Faculty and students of Our Lady of Grace School in Greensboro held an outdoor

"remembrance ceremony" marking the third anniversary of the terrorist attacks that

killed 2,985 people in New York, Pennsylvania and Washington, D.C. Sept. 11, 2001.

retribution, must be our ultimate goal."

"We can best achieve that goal," he

said in a statement, "by raising our

voices to God, reminding him that we
share his deep and abiding desire for

peace on earth, and asking his divine

guidance and help."

L'Osservatore Romano, the Vatican

newspaper, remembered the Sept. 1

1

attacks in the United States with the

banner headline, "Darkness in the his-

tory of humanity."

The front-page editorial called for

acts of courageous peacemaking and rec-

onciliation around the globe, saying that

"hope is the only real force that can lead

the world toward a future ofpeace where

terrorism is only a sad memory."

In addition to the attacks on the

United States, the newspaper also high-

lighted other terrorist attacks including:

the October 2002 bombing in Bali, Indo-|

nesia, which left 202 people dead; the

March bombing of several trains in

Madrid, Spain, in which 191 people died;

and the deaths of more than 320 people,

mostly children, Sept. 3 after they were

taken hostage in a school in Russia.

To the terrorists "it matters little

the victims are tourists or commuters on

their way to work," the newspaper sai

"The important thing, in the terrorists'

perverse strategy, is to spread a general'

ized feeling of panic."

NOTICE TO READERS
The Parish Profile will return.
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STANDING FIRM

Canonist

says bishops

must deny

Communion
to dissident

politicians

SEMINAR EXAMINES

MERITS OF TOPICS,

CHURCH LAW

BY JERRY FILTEAU
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Ac-

cording to a canonist and other

theologians, Bishop Peter J.

Jugis' recent statement on
Communion is in hne with

church law.

Franciscan Father John J.

Coughhn, a civil and canon

lawyer, said church law
obliges bishops to deny Com-
munion to politicians who ob-

stinately refuse to budge from

a public position upholding le-

gal abortion despite warnings

and efforts to educate them on

why their view is contrary to

church teaching.

Bishop Jugis, along with

Archbishop John F. Donoghue
of Atlanta and Bishop Robert

See ABORTION, page 8

More Coverage

page 9 I Memo on

politicians touches nerve

in U.S. campaign

page 9 I Believing unborn

are of less value bears

'false witness' at altar

Courtesy Photo

A member of the Montagnard community carves a totem pole in preparation for Dega Days on Sept.

18, the Montagnard's cultural memorial day.

A hand up, not a handout
CCHD-Rindedprojects empower thepoor, refugees

BY KAREN A. EVANS
STAFF WRITER

CHARLOTTE — Ac-
cording to the Gospel of John,

Jesus said, 'Tou always have

the poor with you."

"That doesn't mean that is

what God wants or Jesus

wants," said Father Robert
Vitillo. "It's due to our own
sinfulness."

"It's not until we all look

deep into our own behavior

and see how we benefit by
keeping other people poor that

we will make changes," he said.

Father Vitillo, executive

director of the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Develop-

ment (CCHD), recently spent

four days in the Diocese of

Charlotte visiting projects

funded in part by CCHD and

speaking to various groups.

CCHD is the domestic
anti-poverty, social justice pro-

gram of the U.S. Catholic bish-

ops. Its mission is to address

the root causes of poverty in

the United States through pro-

motion and support of com-
munity-controlled, self-help

organizations and education.

While Father Vitillo does

not believe CCHD alone can or

will make significant changes

in eliminating poverty alto-

See CCHD, page 5

Back to basics:

Pope begins

renewed focus

on Eucharist
BY JOHN THAVIS

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY— After

an intense quarter-century of

teaching, writing and travel-

ing, Pope John Paul II is going

back to the basics with a re-

newed focus on the Eucharist.

He has convened a special

eucharistic year that begins in

October. Last year he wrote

an encyclical extolling the Eu-

charist as the source and cul-

mination of the church's life.

He has convened a Synod of

Bishops on the same topic for

the fall of 2005.

And more frequently he

speaks of the importance of the

Eucharist in the life of each

Catholic.

The Eucharist has a "trans-

forming power" that provides

the courage to live the faith and

to spread the Gospel, the pope

said in June before leading a

eucharistic procession through

downtown Rome.

See EUCHARIST, page 7

CNS PHOTO FROM Catholic Press Photo

Pope John Paul II celebrates

the feast of the Body and Blood

of Christ at the Rome Basilica

of St. John Lateran June 10.
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Current and upcoming
topics from around the

world to your own backyard

REGULATING RELIGION

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

U.S. Muslim pilgrims pray at Mount Arafat, Saudi Arabia, in this March 15, 2000,

file photo. The U.S. State Department's International Religious Freedom Report

cited Saudi Arabia for severe abuses of religious freedom.

Saudi Arabia, Vietnam, Eritrea

cited for religious freedom abuses
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Saudi

Arabia, Vietnam and Eritrea were
among the countries singled out for

the first time by a U.S. State Depart-

ment report for severe abuses of reh-

gious freedom.

Myanmar, China, Iran, North Ko-

rea and Sudan again were designated

as "countries of particular concern" in

the State Department's sixth Interna-

tional Religious Freedom Report, is-

sued Sept. 15.

Under the International Religious

Freedom Act, a "country of particular

concern" designation can lead potentially

to sanctions or other penalties.

"Millions ofpeople around the world

live under totalitarian regimes where re-

ligious belief and practice are tightly

controlled," the report said.

It said states use varjdng methods

of restricting religious freedom, from en-

forcing discriminatory laws and policies

or by forcing religious adherents to join

"state-approved" churches.

The report said that Saudi Arabia

denies religious freedom "to all but those

who adhere to the state-sanctioned ver-

sion of Sunni Lslam."

"Freedom of religion does not ex-

ist" in Saudi Arabia, with the govern-

ment prohibiting all public non-Mu.s-

lim religious activities, the report

said. Mosque preachers, whose sala-

ries were paid by the government,

were cited for frequently using vio-

lent anti-Jewish and anti-Christian

language in their sermons.

Preeta D. Bansal, chairwoman of the

U.S. Commission on International Reli-

gious Freedom, said that since 1999 the

commission has recommended that the

State Department cite Saudi Arabia for

its abuse of religious fi-eedom.

'This has been based not only on the

Saudi government's violations of reli-

gious fi-eedom within its own borders,

but also on reports of its propagation

and export of an ideology of religious

hate and intolerance throughout the

world," Bansal said in a statement.

Walt Grazer, the U.S. bishops'

policy adviser for religious liberty and

human rights, said the report focuses

needed attention on religious liberty.

"It's helpful to have these types of

reports because it keeps the issue of

religious liberty in the forefront and

holds it up as a foundation for human
rights," he said.

Grazer said that, although the

United States has never acted against

countries cited in its own report for vio-

lations of religious liberty, he believed

that the U.S. report influences offending

nations to improve their record on reli-

gious rights.

"The report moves religious lib-

erty to an international norm," he

said. "Countries don't want to be la-

beled 'countries of particular concern'

or seen that they don't respect human
rights, even as they're violating those

same rights."

Appeals court judges reject attempt to

reopen Roe vs. Wade decision
NEW ORLEANS (CNS) — A fed-

eral appeals court has rejected an attempt

to reopen Roe vs. Wade, the 1973 Supreme

Court decision that legalized abortion.

The case was brought before a three-

judge panel in the 5th U.S Circuit Court

of Appeals in New Orleans Sept. 14 by

Norma McCorvey, the woman known
as Jane Roe in the Supreme Court case

31 years ago, who now publicly speaks

out against abortion.

A law firm representing McCorvey
filed a motion last year asking the federal

courts to overturn the Roe decision, say-

ing it was not "fair or just" and submit-

ting evidence claiming that abortions

harm a woman's mental "and physical

health, including nearly 1,000 affidavits

from women who had abortions and

claim they've suffered emotional damage
and impaired relationships as a result of

their decision.

In its ruling, the court said

McCorvey's appeal was moot because it

Diocesan,
planner

ASHEVILLE VICARIATE

SWANNANOA— St. Margaret Mary Church,

102 Andrew Place, offers Adoration ofthe Blessed

Sacrament on the first Friday of each month
following the 12 p.m. Mass with Benediction at

. 5 p.m. For information call (828) 686-8833.

BOONE VICARIATE

NORTH WILKESBORO— Ifyou have a spe-

cial need for prayers, or would like to offer your

time in prayer for others' needs, please call the

Rosary CImin at St. John Baptist de La Salle

Church. Tlie Rosary Chain is a sizable group and

all requests and volunteers are welcome. For
details, call Marianna de Lachica at

(336) 667-9044.

CHARLOTTE VICARIATE

HUNTERSVILLE— The Living Creed a four-

week series about the Catholic faith, will begin

Sept 29, 7:1.5-8:30 p.m. Registration is free but

required. For details, call the church office at

(704) 948-0231.

MINT HILL — "Protecting God's Children"

workshops will be presented Oct. 2, 12-3 p.m.

and Oct. 19. 6:30-9 p.m., at St. Luke Church,

1 7300 Lawyers Rd. "Protecting God's Children"

is a program designed to heighten awareness of

the issue of child sexual abuse. Participants will

be informed of potentially dangerous situations

with specific suggestions to reduce the risk of

children becoming victims of such abuse. To
register for this free workshop, visit

www.charlottediocese.org and click on "Pro-

tecting God's Children.

"

CHARLOTTE — New Creation Monastery will

host a four-session Spiritual Growth Seminar

was based on the case challenging Texas
law that made abortions illegal, but that

law no longer exists.

Judge Edith Jones, one of the panel

judges, concurred with the ruling, but

acknowledged that McCorvey's appeal

brought up some legitimate issues and

she noted that the U.S. Supreme Court

may one day re-evaluate its Roe decision.

Jones said that if the courts were to

"delve into the facts underlying Roe's bal-

ancing scheme with present-day knowl-

edge, they might conclude that the

woman's 'choice' is far more risky and less

beneficial, and the child's sentience far

more advanced, than the Roe court

knew."

She concluded that the "perverse re-

sult of the (Supreme) Court's having

determined through constitutional adju-

dication of this fundamental social

policy, which affects over a million

women and unborn babies each year, is

that the facts no longer matter."

this fall. The sessions will meet Sept. 30, Oct. 7 and

28 and Nov. 4, 7-8 p.m. For more information, call

Father John Vianney Hoover at (704) 541-5026.

CHARLOTTE—The Maximilian Kolbe Frater-

nity ofthe Secular Franciscan Order invite all to join

them in the transitus, the passing of St. Francis of

Assisi, Oct. 3 at 7 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas

Church, 1400 Suther Rd. For more information,

call Jenny Taylor Johnson, SFO, at (704) 319-

5343.

CHARLOTTE— The Life Cham will form in front

of St. Ann Church, 3635 Park Rd., Oct. 3. English

and Spanish signs will announce tlie Catholic

Church's stand against abortion. For details, call

the church office at (704) 523-4641.

CHARLOTTE — St. Matthew Church, 8015

Ballantyne Commons Pkwy., is offering Catholi-

cism 101, a free yearlong course for adults covering

the basics of the Catliolic faith, including the

sacraments, scripture, tradition, prayer and moral-

ity. Classes meet Mondays at 7 p.m. and Tuesdays

at 6:30 p.m. in the New Life Center. For details,

call the church office at (704) 543-7677.

CHARLOTTE — The Cancer Support Group for

survivors, family and friends meets the first Tues-

day of each month at 7 p.m. at St. Matthew
Church, 8015 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy. For

more information, call Marilyn Borrelli at (704)

542-2283.

GASTONIA VICARIATE

BELMONT— All middle and high school youths

are welcome to join Dennis Teall-Fleming for

Adoration ofthe BlessedSacrament every Tuesday, 5-

6 p.m. in the Adoration Chapel at Belmont Abbey
College for an hour of prayer and devotion. For

details, contact Dennis at (704) 825-9600, ext. 26

or e-mail teallfleming@yahoo.com.
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FROM THE VATICAN

Fight against poverty needs greater

funding, Vatican official says
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — More

funding is needed in the global fight

against hunger and poverty, the

\'atican's secretary of state told world

leaders at the United Nations.

Cardinal Angelo Sodano said there

i> a 'lack of sufficient funds for a world-

\\ ide food security program to make
headway" during a Sept. 20 gathering

of government leaders who met to dis-

iss ways to eradicate hunger and pov-

ty in the world.

In September 2000, all 191 U.N.

member states pledged to cut by half the

number of people suffering from hunger

and living on less than $ 1 a day.

In order to implement these goals

by 2015, nations promised to provide

0.7 percent of their gross national prod-

uct as development aid to poor nations.

But out of 24 donor nations, only

Sweden, Denmark, Norway, the Neth-

erlands and Luxembourg actually

GREENSBORO VICARIATE

HIGH POINT— The Evangelizarion Commission
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, 4145
Johnson St., will offerfree Spanish classes Sept. 9 -

Nov. 1 1. Classes meet Thursday evenings 7-8 p.m.

All materials will be provided. To regi.ster, call

Nancy Skee at (336) 884-0522 or Larry Kwan at

(336) 882-7204.

HIGH POINT — Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 5 1 2 Montlieu Ave., offers free "Gentle Fit-

ness" classes Wednesdays and Fridays, 1:30-2:30

p.m. The classes are structured to the fitness levels

of seniors and anyone wanting low-impact aerobic

workout. For more information, call Deana CoUis

at (336) 885-7029.

GREENSBORO— All Irish-Catholic women are

invited to participate in the Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians, a .social, cultural and charitable group
for an ongoing .series of fun and informative activi-

ties. LAOH will meet the first Thursday of each

month at 7:30 p.m. at St. Pius X Kloster Center,

22 10 N. Elm St. Pleasejoin us for refreshments and
to learn more about our group. RSVP to Elaine

McHale, president, at (336) 292-1 1 18.

HICKORY VICARIATE

HICKORY— The Fraternity ofBrother Francis will

present two spiritual events in the life of St.

Francis of Assisi — the stigmata and transitus —
Oct. 3 at 3 p.m. at St. .Aloysius Church, 92 1 Second
St. NE. Refreshments and a biographical video will

follow. For more information, contact Ruth Thoni
at (828) 466-1664.

HENDERSONVILLE— The M'idows Lunch Bunch,

sponsored by Immaculate Conception Church,

meets at a different restaurant on the first Wednes-
day of each month at 1 1:30 a.m. Reservations are

neces.sary. For more information and reservations,

call Joan Keagle at (828) 693-4733.

, HICKORY— A Charismatic Mass is celebrated the

first Thursday of each month in Sebastian Chapel
of St. Aloysius Church, 92 1 Second St. NE, at 7

p.m. For further information, contact Joan Moran
(828)-327-0487.

SALISBURY VICARIATE

MOORESVILLE— A special Holy Hour includ-

ing the ChapUt ofDivine Mercy will l)e held 3-4 p.m.

reached or surpassed the 0.7 target.

Cardinal Sodano reminded na-

tions of their funding commitments,

and said that while world efforts to

alleviate hunger caused by natural di-

sasters and wars were "praiseworthy,"

the problem of hunger was "much
more vast."

The fight against food insecurity

must include investments in health care,

education, technology and in "guaran-

teeing fair international trade," he said.

In a separate ceremony the same day,

Cardinal Sodano was presented with the

2004 Path to Peace Award, presented by

the Path to Peace Foundation.

Archbishop Celestino Migliore,

Vatican nuncio to the United Nations,

said Cardinal Sodano was being hon-

ored as a way of "recognizing the im-

portant contribution that papal diplo-

macy has made to the international

community."

Oct. 2 at St. Therese Church, 217 Brawley

School Rd. For further information, call the

church office at (704) 664-3992.

MOORESVILLE— The St. Therese Book Club

meets the second Wednesday of each month at

9:45 a.m. October's book will be "Eden Found"
by Steve Hart. For details, call Joan Fesko at

(704) 664-9722.

SMOKY MOUNTAIN VICARIATE

WAYNESVILLE— St. John the Evangelist

Church, 234 Church St., offers Adoration ofthe

BlessedSacrament the first Friday ofevery month
following the 9 a.m. Mass until 4:15 p.m. For
information, call the church office at (828) 456-

6707 or Christine Ryan at (828) 926-1331.

SYLVA— St. Mary Church offers Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament the first Saturday ofevery

month following the 9 a.m. Mass until 3 p.m.

For information, call (828) 586-9496.

WINSTON-SALEM VICARIATE

WINSTON-SALEM — The Secular
Franciscans will host the Blessing ofthe Animals

at Winston .S<|uare, adjacent to the Sawtooth
Building, 226 N. Marshall Street, on Oct. 2 at 1

1

a.m. All family members and their pets are

welcome to attend. For more information, call

(336) 725-3751 or email p-lstudio@webtv.net

KERNERSVILLE— Holy Cross Church, 6 16 S.

Cherry St., celebrates Adoration of tlie Blessed

Sacrament every Friday until 7 p.m. Call the

church office at (336) 996-5 109 for more infor-

mation.

MT. AIRY — Holy Angels Church, 1208 N.

Main St., offers Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament every Wednesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m., and
every Thursday, lO-ll a.m. Adoration con-

cludes with Benediction.

Is your parish or school sponsoring a free

event open to the general public? Please

submit notices for the Diocesan Planner at

least 15 days prior to the event date in writ-

ing to Karen A. Evans at

kaevans@charlottediocese.org orfax to (704)

370-3382.

Episcopa l

calendar Bishop Peter J. Jugis willparticipate in thefollowing events:

Cbmmission warns new technology

threatens human biological integrity

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In a

new document on the created world, the

International Theological Commission

warned that science and technology to-

day offer the dangerous ability to "alter

man himself and destroy the biological

integrity of human beings.

The 46-page document, "Commun-
ion and Stewardship: Human Persons

Created in the Image of God," said the

biblical call to "stewardship" over the

natural environment extends in a spe-

cial way to safeguarding human life,

which is created in God's image. This

understanding clearly rules out human
cloning, destruction ofembryos, genetic

enhancement, abortion or euthanasia, it

said.

The International Theological

Commission is headed by Cardinal Jo-

seph Ratzinger, the Vatican's chief doc-

trinal official.

In discussing people's relationship

with creation, the document emphasized

Christian teachings against unre-

strained economic development and en-

vironmental damage. It also said evolu-

tionary explanations of biological devel-

opment were acceptable as long as they

did not exclude God as a transcendent

cause or exclude the universe as a setting

for "a radically personal drama" involv-

ing God and man.

Addressing the question, "How far is

man allowed to remake himself?", the

document said while human beings are

agents and not just passive subjects of

evolutionary development, they do not

have a "right of full disposal" over their

biological natures, it said.

"Man is created in the image of God,

but he is not God himself," it said.

The document cited several areas

where the biological integrity of human
beings may be threatened, including:

— Human cloning is "an infringe-'

ment of the identity of the person."

— Genetic engineering aimed at

producing a "superhuman" is radically

immoral.
— Assisted suicide, direct euthana-

sia, and direct abortion — however
tragia and complex the personal situa-

tions may be— wrongly sacrifice physi-

cal life for a "self-selected finality."

— Birth control and sterilization

render "incomplete" the mutual gift of

men and women.
The document views these issues

through the lens of "imago Dei," a theol-

ogy that affirms that humans are created

in "the image of God" in order to enjoy

personal communion with God and

among themselves and in order to exer-

cise responsible stewardship of the cre-

ated world.

This theology emphasizes that man
is not an isolated individual and that he

cannot be made subservient to systems

that are of this world only.

Sweeping away Ivan

Sept. 27 — 10 a.m.

St. Mark School, Huntersville

Sept. 28 — 11 a.m. Mass
St, Matthew School, Charlotte

Oct. 1 — 9 a.m. Mass
St. Mark Church, Huntersville

Oct. 2 — 10 a.m. Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Church, Mocksville

CNS PHOTO BY Douglas Kaup, Pittsburgh Catholic

Morgan Pogel, a fifth-grader from All Saints School In the Diocese of Pittsburgh,

cleans up the mud that accumulated in the classrooms after the remnants of

Hurricane Ivan swept through the area Sept. 17. More than 100 people lost their

lives in the violent storm as it made its way across the Caribbean and into the

United States.
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Computer grandpa honored
by Catholic students

WINSTON-SALEiM— St. Leo the

Great School recently celebrated a spe-

cial grandparent.

Joe Carella, a grandfather of three

students, was honored during the

school's Grandparents Day Sept. 9.

Carella maintains the school's comput-

ers and computer network.

"If not for Joe's computer expertise,

our school might still be technologically

behind the times," said Donna Birkel,

administrative assistant.

Students presented Carella with

three gifts: a golf shirt embroidered

with the St. Leo lion head and the

words "St. Leo Computer Grandpa"; a

certificate recognizing his many hours

of selfless dedication and a chain

adorned with a computer mouse; and a

photograph of all of the St. Leo the

Great School students holding a large

sign that read "Thank You."

Sharing the faith

Joe Carella is honored during Grand-

parents Day Sept. 9.

Cathoiic student's short

story to be pubiished
Elliotjoins seven otherIHMstudents to feature works

HIGH POINT — Immaculate
Heart of Mary School will soon have

another published writer in its stu-

dent body.

A short story by seventh-grader

Donna Ashley Elliot has been selected

for publication in the 2004 edition of

the Anthology of Short Stories by
Young Americans. Elliott's story,

"Haunted Mansion," was selected as

"one of the most creative submissions."

Now in its third year, the Anthol-

ogy of Short Stories by Young Ameri-
cans was created by Anthology of Po-

etry, Inc. in Asheboro in response to

requests by teachers in almost every

state to assist in the development of

young writers, according to the

organization's Web site.

The publications of Anthology of

Poetry, Inc. are "a forum for young
poets to see their work and the work
of other young poets published in an

actual book," the site states. "The en-

couragement and confidence gained

by seeing their work published will

help fuel the enthusiasm needed to

develop the writing skills so neces-

sary in adult life."

As reported in the Sept. 3 issue of

The Catholic News & Herald, seven

other students at Immaculate Heart of

Mary School will be published in an-

other company publication, the 2004
edition of the Anthology of Poetry by

Young Americans. They are seventh-

graders Christa Dolan, Elizabeth
Gooding, Hope Griffin, Katie Shank,

Zachary Scott, Kara Walker and Lynn
Hamilton.

Donna Ashley Elliot

J/t£ J-Jutwdican Qsunisui

Catholic Gift & Bool< Store

Over 700 Book Titles, plus Bibles, Rosaries, Statues,

Medals, Tapes, CD, Plaques, & much, much more!

Hours: Sam -5pm Monday • Friday

(336)273-2554 fax (336) 273-2441 233 N. (Wefiw St. Cmensboro, NC 2740

1

Photo by Carole McGro^!

Elizabeth Girton, director of faith formation at the Basilica of St. Lawrence in

Ashevilie, explains about baptism during the monthly Catechesis Sunday meeting

Sept. 5. After the children and parents watched a video about baptism, Girton

explained the significance of the baptismal candle, holy water, stole and sacramental

oils, allowing the children to touch the items and smell the oils.

Breaking into small aroups, the parents and children chose symbols that represented

their love for Jesus. Each group designed a small square to be added, along with a

square depicting the basilica, to baptismal stoles to be given to babies during their

baptisms at the basilica. x

ADD ELEGANCE TO YOUR CORRE/PONDENCE,
CARD/, CERTIFICATE/ AND /O MUCH MORE!

-offering both hand scribed and computerized
calligraphy for your special occasion!

And more!!!
Invitations Menus Certificates

Envelopes Place cards Seating ciiarts

CAU TODAY AND WE'LL HELP YOU WITH YOUR EVENT!

dpcinc@alltel.net wvvw.danaspci.com

DTC, I:nc

704-846^120

advertisement

JOIN OTHER ROMAN CATHOLICS ON THIS

2'WEEK VACATION DEPARTING APRIL 2, 2005

Arizona & California

Golden West Tour
Fly from your closest major airport to Los Angeles. Meet "your man" at the baggage claim

center for your hotel transfer. Tour includes 14 nights in quality hotels, baggage handling,

airport transfers, and escorted motor coach sightseeing. Visit Barstow Station; Primm,

Nevada; Las Vegas City Tour (no overnight); Laughlin, Nevada on the Colorado River; Grand

Canyon; Painted Desert; Flagstaff, AZ; scenic drive south through Oak Creek Canyon and

"Red Rock Country" including Sedona; and have two days in Phoenix, AZ. Next take a scenic

drive to San Diego with a lunch stop in Yuma, Arizona. In San Diego your city tour includes

Mission Bay, Balboa Park, Coronado Island Mission San Diego de /^cala, and more! On your

free day in San Diego optional tours include either Tijuana, Mexico or the San Diego Zoo.

Both optional tours include a narrated cruise of San Diego Hartwr. On your scenic drive back

to Los Angeles stops include the Mission of San Juan Capistrano and the breathtaking Crystal

Cathedral! Also included is the Your Man Tours city tour of L.A., Hollywood and Beverly Hills.

Price, per person, based on double occupancy is $948 including all taxes. Add $500 for

airfare from Charlotte, NC. Limited space on our bus.

Family & friends welcome. $100 deposits now due.

For your brochure with a day-to-day itinerary, information and reservations call:

TOUR My^A/' TOURS 1-800-736-7300
Providing carefree vacations since 1967!
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"When poor people get together and they learn how to

advocate for themselves, they do tremendous things."

CCHD projects

empower the

poor, refugees

CCHD, from page 1

gether, he said the funding CCHD pro-

vides does break the cycle of poverty for

many families.

'These programs form poor people

into leaders in the community — they

teach them how to analyze the problem,

to research lawsUnd policies and to pro-

pose and advocate for solutions," said

Father Vitillo. "CCHD works with the

poor, rather than for the poor.

"

CCHD supports local groups as

they create jobs, improve neighbor-

hoods, train adults for employment at a

living wage, keep schools safe and en-

riching for children and raise leaders for

the future.

Father Vitillo and members of the

diocesans committee for the CCHD vis-

ited the Montagnard Agricultural

Project south of Asheboro and the Boys
and Girls Club of Asheboro Sept. 1 1

.

The Montagnard Agricultural

Project, which received a $1,500 CCHD
local grant in 2004, consists of 101

acres of land south of Asheboro. Volun-

teers teach Montagnard refugees to use

modem farming techniques on land pur-

chased by veterans of the U.S. Army
Special Forces, who were aided by
Montagnards during the Vietnam War.

"Our goal is to teach them to be self-

sustaining by raising crops and poultry

and sell to other Montagnards," said

George Clark, president of Save the

Montagnard People, the organization

that established the Montagnard Agri-

cultural Project.

"We're emfx)wering them to run the

Courtesy Photo

Father Robert Vitillo and members of

George Clark, president of Save the

Agricultural Project Sept. 11.

property," he said. "Ultimately our job is

to put ourselves out of a job."

Clark regards other important

goals of the project to be the preserva-

tion of the Montagnard culture and

mutual cooperation among the vari-

ous tribes.

During its 30-year history, CCHD
has funded more than 4,000 self-help

projects developed by grassroots groups

of poor persons. Each year CCHD dis-

tributes national grants to more than 300

community-based projects. In addition,

hundreds of smaller projects are funded

through the 25 percent share of the

@Husqvarna viking
AUTHORIZED SALES & SERVICE

* AduH and youth classes * Hotions, software, threads and more!

* Fabrics galore! * Easy financing!

* Repairs • all makes and models

Sharing the Joys of Sewing
Winston-Salem Greensboro

336-766-8271 336-834-0230
1329 Lewisville-Clemmons Rd. 4604 W. Market St.

www.sewinglyyours.com CNH

the diocesan CCHD committee speak with

Montagnard People, at the Montagnard

CCHD collection retained by dioceses.

The success of CCHD is due to

Catholic parishioners whose contribu-

tions to the annual parish appeal have

made possible meeting CCHD's
objectives over the years. Eighty-five

cents out of every dollar received by

CCHD goes directly to community em-
powerment, economic development and

education programs that work to break

the cycle of poverty.

In the United States, -33 million

people, or 1 1 percent of the total popula-

tion, live below the poverty line, earning

less than $18,100 a year for a family of

four, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

"When poor people get together and

they learn how to advocate for them-

selves, they do tremendous things," said

Father Vitillo.

While in Randolph County, Fa-

ther Vitillo also visited the Boys and
Girls' Club of Asheboro. The East

Side Improvement Association, Inc.,

which sponsors the club, received a

$2,000 CCHD local grant to help de-

fer the operating costs of this safe

haven for at-risk youth.

"This program is desperately

needed," said Addie Luther, a retired

teacher and social worker who was in-

strumental in the forming of the East

Side Improvement Association. "These

teen-agers have nowhere else to go."

For a yearly $2 membership fee,

Boys and Girls' Club members can take

advantage of a variety of enrichment

activities — "Power Hour," which pro-

vides tutoring; programs to teach lead-

ership skills and self-sufficiency; "Smart

Moves," a pregnancy prevention pro-

gram; and physical fitness activities.

"I was very pleased with the work of

volunteers and staff at both projects,"

said Patricia Vasil, a member of the dioc-

esan CCHD committee who accompa-

nied Father Vitillo on his visits. "They

have used their resources very wisely."

"It was affirming of the importance

of the good work going on in the world,

and CCHD is a big part of that," said

Mark Siler, another member of the dioc-

esan CCHD committee. "There aren't

many funds like the CCHD that see the

importance of a community taking

charge to solve their own problems."

Contact Staff Writer Karen A. Evans

by calling (704) 370-3354 or e-mail

kaevans@charlottediocese.org.

Want More Info?

Terri Jarina, CCHD diocesan direc-

tor: 704-370-3234

Catholic Campaign for Human De-

velopment: www.usccb.org/CCHD

Save the IVIontagnard People: (336)

879-5014 or www.montagnards.org

East Side Improvement Association:

(336) 626-6077

C
C
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Carolina
Funeral &
Cremation
Center

Dignity

Ajfordability

Simplicity

5505 Monroe Rd. Charlotte, NC 28212

704-568-0023

www.carolinafuneraJ.com

Steven Kuzma
Owner/Director

Privately, Locally Owned
Member St. Mtitthew Church and

Knights ofColumbus

CHILDREN'S CONSIGNMENT SALE
hosled by St. Gabriel Christian Mothers' Group

CONSIGNORS NEEDED!
Quality baby and children's clothing, toys,

furniture. Maternity clothes welcome, too.

Saturday, Oct. 16th 8 am - 2 pm
St. Gabriel Church, Providence at Sharon Lane, Charlotte

E-mail or call Cathy Jeffries cathyjeffries@bellsouth.net or

704-367-4369 for a consignor number and drop off time.
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Hispanic ministry a 'great

pastoral challenge/ says priest

FatherBrzoska to overseepastoralformation,

Hispanic ministrya tseminary

LATROBE, Pa. — Father David

Brzoska, former administrator of St. An-

drew the Apostle Church in Mars HiU and

Sacred Heart Church in BurnsviUe, has

been named director of pastoral formation

and director of Hispanic ministries at St

Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pa.

Father David Brzoska

Father Brzoska was ordained to the

priesthood in June 2000 after earning a

master's degree in theology with a con-

centration in Sacred Scripture in 1999

and a master of divinity degree in 2000

from St. Vincent Seminary.

He was the recipient of the Honor-

able Judge Bernard F. Scherer Award
from the seminary in 1999.

"I'm excited to join the staff of St.

Vincent Seminary and to be directly in-

volved in the priestly formation of the

seminarians," said Father Brzoska. "I

had a very enriching experience at St.

Vincent and I hope to contribute to a

similar experience for those currently in

formation."

"I believe that an important role in

the formation of future priests is their

gaining practical experience and their

implementing this, along with their

learning, into their priestly and pastoral

identity," he said.

Many dioceses such as the Diocese

of Charlotte are experiencing rapid

growth in Hispanic Catholics, which

poses a "great pastoral challenge," said

Father Brzoska, whose parish and mis-

sion in North Carolina included signifi-

cant Hispanic communities.

"One challenge is to be able to

minister to their particular needs and

situation and to find ways to integrate

this community into the existing com-
munity," he said. "Therefore, pastoral

formation in Hispanic ministry is a

great necessity."

125,000 people will read
these words this week!

i Shouldn't they see YOUR COMPANY'S name here?

LOW ad rates - easyfor small businesses and

individuals, too! the

Qthqlic
Call (704) 370-3332 nowl NEW^|^ERALD

Now Your Parents Can Live At Home! i

VVf Build Friendships Wilh Families

We know it isn't easy to invite someone into your home to provide homecare.

You'll interview and select any caregiver who we refer to you.

At Visiting Angels, character matters in caregivers!

Up to 24 hour care. Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.
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704- 549 4010
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U.S. Air Force Band to perform free

concert at Charlotte Catholic I
CHARLOTTE— One of the most

traveled musical organizations in the

world will perform soon in Charlotte.

The U.S. Air Force Band will appear

in a fi-ee concert at Charlotte Catholic

High School Oct. 17. The performance is

in cooperation with Mecklenburg Area

Catholic Schools Education Foundation

and the MACS Band Program.

The band, comprised of the U.S. Air

Force Concert Band and the Singing Ser-

geants, has represented the nation as

"America's International Musical Ambas-
sadors" in 55 countries on five continents

during 12 international goodwill tours.

The 65-member concert band is a

world-class s)miphonic wind ensemble;

the Singing Sergeants is a 23-voice chorus

performing a variety of musical selections.

The band is conducted by Col. Dennis

Layendecker, who joined the band in

1983. After being commanding the U.S.

Air Force's Europe Band at Sembach Air

Base in Germany in 1995, Col.;

Layendecker returned to command the Aii^

Force's "musical ambassadors" in 2002.

Want to Go?
The concert is at Charlotte Catholic High

School at 3 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 17. Tickets

are free. Send a self-addressed, stamped

envelope to Air Force Band Tickets, 901

3

Raintree Lane, Charlotte NC 28277, ore-

mail stanmichjr@aol.com.

YOUTH INVITED TO HELP ANIMAL BLESSINGS
WINSTON-SALEM — A Bless-

ing of the Animals will take place in

Winston Square Park Oct. 2.

The Secular Franciscans' Frater-

nity of St. Clare, which is hosting the

event, is looking for local youth to help

plan and assist with the event.

"We are looking for young artists,

actors and helpers of all kinds who like

photography, animals, and assisting our

priests and faith community," said Betti

Longinotti, one of the organizers.

Third Order Regular of St. Francis

Father Andrew Draper, pastor of St.

Francis of Assisi Church in Mocksville,

will perform the blessings. All people

and their pets are welcome to attend.

Each year on the>feast day of St

Francis, Oct. 4, churches around the

world hold pet blessing ceremonies. St.

Francis, patron of ecology, lived in cen-

tral Italy in the 12th century. His love of-

animals and all of creation has endeared /

him to people of many faiths. ,'

Want to Go?
The blessing will be 11 a.m. on Saturday,

Oct. 2, at Winston Square Park, N. Marshall

St. . For more info or to assist, contact Betti

Longinotti at (336) 725-3751 or e-mail p-

lstudio@webtv.net.

CATHOLIC
COLLEGE

Georgia's first Catholic College is now
accepting applications for Fall 2005!

• 1 50 dynamic freshmen to comprise the inaugural class

• Liberal Arts education nestled in the beautiful

North Georgia Mountains

• Faithful to the Roman Catholic Church

• Join us for Preview Day on October 24*

For more information about the exciting progress being made,

please visit our website at www.southerncatholic.org

or call us toll-free at 866-722-2003.

Southern Catholic College -

Where Great Things Are Happening

www.southerncatholic.org
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Pope refocuses on Eucharist

EUCHARIST, from page 1

"There's a very close connection be-

tween the Eucharist and announcing

Christ," he said.

In fact, said Cardinal Jozef Tomko,
who heads the Vatican's committee for

international eucharistic congresses, the

pope is convinced that unless Catholics

have a firm understanding of the Eucha-

rist, the church's many missionary and

social activities lose meaning.

"More and more, the Holy Father is

turning back to the central mysteries of

the faith," Cardinal Tomko said in an

interview Sept. 8.

"He is focusing now on the Eucha-

rist as the special presence of Jesus

Christ among us. But this is a mystery
— the idea that Christ has given his own
body for us to eat. It is a very hard

language for people to accept," he said.

Cardinal Tomko will be the pope's

personal representative at the Interna-

tional Eucharistic Congress in

Guadalajara, Mexico, Oct. 10-17, when
the eucharistic year is inaugurated. The
pope would have liked to go, but his

poor health makes the trip impossible.

Instead, he'll speak to the assembly via a

TV link.

In the United States, most discussion

of the Eucharist this year has revolved

around the controversy over Catholic

politicians who disagree with church

teaching on abortion. Some bishops have

said they would refijse to give Commun-
ion to such politicians, including Bishop

Peter J. Jugis, who in August, along with

Archbishop John F. Donoghue of Atlanta

and Bishop Robert J. Baker of Charleston,

issued "Worthy to Receive the Lamb:
Catholics in Political Life and the Recep-

tion of Holy Communion."

Despite the risk of politicizing the

Eucharist, many observers in Rome and

at the Vatican are not unhappy the

Communion issue has been raised.

"The whole question of being in a

proper disposition to receive the Eucha-

rist is something that's been practically

untouched for decades in many parts of

the world," said U.S. Father Thomas D.

Williams, a member of the Legionaries of

Christ who teaches at Rome's Regina

Apostolorum University.

"In the aftermath of the political d^
bate, I think the coming year will be an

opportunity for instruction on what this

means'," he said.

Father Williams said he also ex-

pects deeper reflection on other questions

— for example, what the host is made of

Controversy was stirred in August
when a New Jersey bishop said a local

girl's first Communion was invalid be-

cause it used a no-gluten wafer made of

rice instead of wheat.

After reading blogs — Web jour-

nals — full of people slamming the

church on this issue. Father Williams

said, "There's a lot of ignorance out

there, and I think this will be a year of

instruction."

Of course, the pope's focus will go

beyond liturgical details. He is most con-

cerned that Catholics understand how
the Eucharist embodies fundamental

truths for the church, including Jesus'

redemptive sacrifice and his continued

presence in the world.

"It's part of his continual hammer-
ing of the theme: 'The world needs Jesus

Christ, and Jesus Christ comes to us in

an exceptional way through the Eucha-

rist.' I think he sees this as essential,"

Father Williams said.

Archbishop .John J. Myers of New-
ark, N.J., said his archdiocese has begun

preliminary planning for the eucharistic

Photo by Rev. Mr. Gerald Pofkay

Bishop Peter J. Jugis leads a eucharistic procession during the 10th anniversary of

perpetual adoration at Maryfield Chapel in High Point on the feast of Corpus Christi

June 13.

year. He said most of his parishes al-

ready have regularly scheduled eucha-

ristic adoration, and some have per-

petual adoration. It's part of a U.S. trend

that owes something to the pope's con-

sistent teaching on this issue, he said.

During a visit to Rome, Archbishop

Myers said that in his experience the

more the Eucharist is integrated into

parish and diocesan life "the more fruit-

ful the vocations, the more confessions

are heard and the more the life of the

church is enriched."

The Eucharist in all its implications

seems a perfect theme for the final years

of this papacy, but it's been dear to the

pope his whole life.

As an archbishop in Poland, he

would complain loudly and publicly ev-

ery year that authorities had kept the

annual Corpus Christi procession out of

Krakow's central square. It wasn't right,

he said, that the Eucharist— the body of

Christ — should be carried over the

"uneven and potholed roads" of the city's

periphery.

And, addressing a vast crowd at the

procession in 1978, he deftly linked the

Eucharist with a call for recognition of

the church's legal status. The church "is

building itself on the Eucharist," he said,

and the nation's authorities cannot deny

that truth.

Father WUliams predicted the 2004-

2005 year of the Eucharist would have a

ripple effect throughout the church. He
said it's very much in keeping with the

pastoral style of this pope, who has dedi-

cated years to Mary, the rosary and the

family, among other things.

"He just keeps throwing out the net,

and every time these things affect a lot of

people positively," he said.

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed to

this story.
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Church law: Bishops may deny holy

Communion to dissident politicians

ABORTION, from page 1

J. Baker of Charleston, issued in August
2004 "Worthy to Receive the Lamb:
Catholics in Political Life and the Recep-

tion of Holy Communion," a letter stat-

ing that Catholic politicians who persis-

tently support abortion may not be ad-

mitted to Communion in their dioceses.

Franciscan Coughlin was one of

several speakers at a daylong confer-

ence, "Public Witness/Public Scandal,"

on "the controversy over Catholic politi-

cians who consistently advocate and
vote against pro-life positions." The con-

ference was held at the National Press

Club in Washington Sept. 16.

Father Coughlin, who teaches law

at the University of Notre Dame, said

that while bishops should deny Com-
munion to pro-abortion politicians, there

might be good pastoral reasons for not

doing that during an election campaign.

The question has led to a national

controversy this year, sparked in large

part by the candidacy of the Democratic

presidential nominee, Sen. John F.

Kerry, a Catholic who supports keeping

abortion legal.

Father Coughlin said the relevant

law for most Catholics is Canon 915 in

the Code of Canon Law, which says that

Catholics "obstinately persevering in

manifest grave sin are not to be admitted

to holy Communion."

Documenting church law
Father Coughlin said recent Vatican

documents make it clear that Catholic

politicians are in "manifest grave sin" if

their voting record "shows a definite pro-

abortion or pro-euthanasia position."

He cited this summer's statement of

principles, 'Worthiness to Receive Holy

Communion," by Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger, prefect of the Vatican Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,

as a key document spelling out the theo-

logical and canonical principles for the

determination that Catholic politicians

who support legal abortion are in mani-

fest grave sin, as well as the procedures

to be followed by church authorities for

dealing with those politicians.

The cardinal sent the statement in a

confidential letter to Cardinal Theodore

E. McCarrick of Washington, head of a

task force of U.S. bishops examining that

issue, shortly before the bishops' June

special assembly, at which the question

was discussed.

At the June meeting near Denver,

the U.S. bishops approved by a 183-6

vote a statement on Catholics in political

life that said politicians who act "consis-

tently to support abortion on demand"
risk "cooperating in evil and sinning

against the common good."

"In that statement, we reminded
Catholic politicians of the moral teach-

ing of our church in regard to abortion:

The killing of an unborn child is al-

ways intrinsically evil and can never be

justified,"' said Bishop Jugis.

In 'Worthy to Receive the Lamb,"

Bishops Jugis and Burke and Arch-

CNS PHOTO BY Bob Roller

Father Richard John Neuhaus discusses

Catholic politicians and church teachings

at the National Press Club Sept. 16.

bishop Donoghue said that only after the

politician's "public disavowal of former

support for procured abortion" and
"with the knowledge and consent of the

local bishop" can the politician be admit-

ted to Communion.
'We undertake this action to safe-

guard the sacred dignity of the most holy

sacrament of the altar, to reassure the

faithfijl and to save sinners," they said.

Turningpoint forAmericans
During the conference Sept. 16, Fa-

ther Richard John Neuhaus agreed that

Catholic politicians who persist in sup-

porting legalized abortion should be de-

nied Communion.
Father Neuhaus, a New York priest

and editor in chief of First Things maga-

zine, described the current debate over

how bishops should deal with Catholic

politicians who dissent from church teach-

ings in public policy stands on fiandamen-

tal issues "a turning point of considerable

consequences in American history."

How the bishops handle the issue

with have significant implications for

"the future of Christian witness to the

Gospel of Jesus Christ" in the United

States, he said.

Father Coughlin said Cardinal

Ratzinger's "Worthiness to Receive

Holy Communion" presents an "authori-

tative protocol" for pastors to follow in

Serving the Carolinas
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confronting politicians who publicly dis-

sent from church teaching on abortion or

euthanasia, seeking to persuade them to

change their views, but ultimately deny-

ing them Communion if they obstinately

persevere in their position.

Both Fathers Coughlin and Neuhaus
praised Archbishop Ra3Tnond L. Burke

of St. Louis who last winter, when he was
stUl bishop of La Cross, Wis., communi-
cated with three local politicians whose
voting records he judged to be pro-abor-

tion. Wlien the politicians declined to

change their positions, he issued a formal

canonical notification, made public in

January, that they should not present

themselves for Communion and must be

denied the sacrament if they did present

themselves to receive it.

Those who disagree with Arch-
bishop Burke's position "disregard

church law," Father Coughlin said.

When politicians who publicly oppose

church teaching on abortion are permitted

to receive Communion, "it is a source of

scandal for all devout believers," he said.

Always theprominent issue

Father Neuhaus noted that some
people have accused those bishops who
have followed Archbishop Burke's lead

of "speaking recklessly" by addressing

the issue in the midst of a presidential

campaign.

But with Kerry, who supports keep-

ing abortion legal, as the first major-

party Catholic presidential nominee in

44 years, the priest said, "it is precisely

because of this moment that this issue

needed to be addressed now."

"Rome has made it clear. ... It's in-

trinsically evil to take innocent human
life," he said,- adding that the abortion

issue "is singular and it does have prior-

ity" over issues like the minimum wage,

capital punishment or the war in Iraq.

Among the U.S. bishops "the center

has moved dramatically," he said.

'The issue now is not whether this

will be publicly addressed," he ex-

plained, but how to address it and to

make policy decisions "in the case of

persistent, unrepentant, public and scan-

dalous defiance of the church's teaching

that will range from urging the person

not to present himselfor herselffor Com-
munion to publicly refusing Commun-
ion (to that person). That is a great move
on the part of the bishops. That is the

range of discussion. That was not true a

year ago."

Father Neuhaus said he has "great

sympathy for the politicians and other

public figures who are asking the question,

'Why, all of a sudden, is it a big deal?"'

'The answer, of course, is that it was
always a big deal," he said. "But the

bishops were negligent, and in some
cases timorous and in some cases, per-

haps it is not kind to say, cowardly."

Father Coughlin offered several ob-

servations in defense of bishops who
may not seek to bar dissident politicians

from Communion immediately.

"Canon law was never intended to

influence an election," so it might be pasto-

rally prudent to wait until after the current

elections to begin the process of educating

and warning dissenting politicians. He re-

minded the audience that when Arch-

bishop Burke acted in Wisconsin, it was

not during an election period.

"A bishop must consider the effect

on his diocese," he said.

Noting that Kerry comes from Bos-

ton, he said that with the church in

Boston embroiled in two years ofturmoil

over the clergy sexual abuse scandal, he

said, Boston Archbishop Sean P.

O'Malley "could reasonably conclude

that it was not realistic at this time" to

begin the process to bar the Democratic

candidate from Communion.
He suggested bishops might begin to

give dissident politicians notice that "after

a certain time" they are going to begin

enforcing the provisions ofCanon 915—
"outside the context ofan election contesf

and in the pastoral context of seeking to

get dissenting politicians to understand

and accept the church's teaching.

In an August letter, Bishop Jugis

asked the people of the Diocese of Char-
^

lotte to "pray, as I do, for all those in-

volved in the political process, and

also for a greater respect in our country

for the dignity of the life of the unborn

chUd."

Editor Kevin E. Murray contributed

to this story.
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Vatican dismay: IVIemo on

politicians touciies nerve in

U.S. campaign

Bishops struggle to

preserve church teaching

BY JOHN THAVIS
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — When
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger sent out a

brief memo in June about politicians and

Communion, he probably never imag-

ined it would ignite a heated discussion

about Catholics and voting.

The document, leaked to an Italian

reporter but never officially acknowl-

edged by the Vatican, focused on the

grounds for denying Communion to

pro-abortion Catholic politicians.

Almost as an afterthought, it added

two sentences about Catholic voters:

First, it said, a Catholic who delib-

erately voted for a candidate precisely

because of the candidate's pro-abor-

tion (or pro-euthanasia) stand would
be guilty of "formal cooperation in

evil" and should exclude himself from
receiving Communion.

Second, when a Catholic does not

share a candidate's stand in favor of abor-

tion but votes for that candidate for other

reasons, it is considered "remote material

cooperation," which is "permitted in the

presence of proportionate reasons."

Reaction to those two sentences has

been simmering all summer, fueled in

part by election-year politics.

One self-styled "traditional" Catho-

lic publication criticized Cardinal
Ratzinger, who heads the Congregation

for the Doctrine of the Faith, saying his

words would be taken as a 'license to

vote for pro-abortion politicians."

In a New York Daily News column
headlined "Catholics can vote for Kerry,"

Father Andrew Greeley said Cardinal

Ratzinger had correctly underlined that

Catholics should not be single-issue vot-

ers, but should weigh all the issues.

Other conservative Catholic Web
sites have criticized Father Greeley's col-

umn and disputed the idea that Cardinal

Ratzinger has given a green— or at least

yellow — light to Catholic voters who
intend to vote for pro-abortion candidates.
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Vatican officials are dismayed be-

cause a private communication was
leaked. Moreover, they say, the ensuing

discussion has mixed up two very differ-

ent issues— the public actions ofCatholic

politicians and the private moral deci-

sions faced by Catholic voters.

Vatican officials also are concerned

that the discussion of 'leeway" in voting

for pro-abortion candidates may eclipse

a more important point Pope John Paul

II and others have been hammering
home for years: That Catholics are mor-

ally obligated to try to limit the evil of

abortion and euthanasia, and that those

life-and-death issues should have unique

moral weight with Catholic voters.

"Moral object' ofvoting
The one-page memo that started

the discussion was sent with a letter

from Cardinal Ratzinger to Cardinal

Theodore E. McCarrick of Washington,

who heads the U.S. bishops' Task Force

on Catholic Bishops and Catholic Politi-

cians. Sources described the memo as an

unsigned "staff document" aimed at

summarizing basic principles.

They said it did not begin to explore

the complexity of voting and sin, which,

in the words ofone official, is pretty much
"terra incognita" for moral theologians.

"The memo was certainly not in-

tended to clear the way for Catholics to

vote for candidates who are in favor of

laws permitting abortion or euthanasia,

but rather to clarify that the simple act of

voting for such candidates might not per

se justify one's exclusion from holy Com-
munion," said U.S. Dominican Father

Augustine DiNoia, undersecretary of the

Vatican's doctrinal congregation.

The problem is that it's difficult to

determine the purpose, or "moral object,"

of an act of voting. Father DLNoia said.

"The only thing we could say is, a

person might come to be in the state of

mortal sin and therefore unworthy to re-

ceive Communion if they voted precisely

with the moral object of extending abor-

tion or the provision of abortion," he said.

Formal vs. material cooperation

For the church, there's no question

about the sinfulness of abortion, but

there are serious questions about how
far culpability extends beyond those di-

rectly involved in abortion.

That's where the concepts of "for-

mal" and "material" cooperation come in.

These are traditional terms in theology,

although their application to the act of

voting is quite new.

Cooperation in evil concerns people

who are drawn into the bad act of an-

other person. In general, "formal" coop-

eration means culpability, whereas "ma-
terial" cooperation— being more remote— does not, Father DiNoia said.

In the case of abortion, the church

considers as the principal agents the per-

son procuring it and the doctor performing

it. In his 1995 encyclical, "Evangelium
Vitae," Pope John Paul II spoke at length

about cooperation in acts against human

CNS PHOTO FROM Reuters

lenni Login, right, demonstrates with a

small group in front of St. Patrick's

Cathedral in New York City lune 16. The

group was asking Cardinal Edward M.

Egan of New York and other bishops to

withhold giving Communion to

Democratic presidential candidate lohn

Kerry, a Catholic, due to his support of

efforts to keep abortion legal.

life— but did not mention voting.

"Christians, like all people of good
will, are called upon under grave obliga-

tion of conscience not to cooperate for-

mally in practices which, even if permit-

ted by civil legislation, are contrary to

God's law," the pope said.

"Such cooperation occurs when an

action, either by its very nature or by the

form it takes in a concrete situation, can

be defined as a direct participation in an

act against innocent human life or a

sharing in the immoral intention of the

person committing it," he said.

'Proportionate reasons'

The recent doctrinal memo's mention

of "proportionate reasons" has led some
people to suggest a set ofreasons that could

justify voting for pro-abortion politicians

— or to argue that no "proportionate rea-

son" can exist in such a case.

Father DiNoia said one obvious pro-

portionate reason would be when, as often

occurs. Catholic voters must choose be-

tween two candidates who support legal-

ized abortion but to widely differing d^
grees. In that situation, not to vote at all

would seem to go against a Christian's

responsibility to participate politically.

But further defining what may or

may not be "proportionate reasons" in

these cases is extremely difficult, Father

DiNoia said. The situation of individual

Catholic voters is different, so it's impos-

sible to have a standard list of acceptable

reasons, he said.

In the end, theology is not able to say

categorically in every circumstance when a

Catholic voter sins or does not sin. What it

can do — and what the recent memo
attempted to do— is offer principles that

are applied to the different situations.

Vatican officials have been reluctant

to comment at all on the voting issue,

sa3dng it is a complex question that is

easily muddled. They say the best thing

that could come out of the recent discus-

sion is that Catholics in general think

more seriously about their worthiness

for Communion.

BeUeving unborn
are of less value

bears ^felse

witness' at altar

FATHER FRANK
PAVONE

Guest Columnist

An important perspective to consider

on the question of whether pro-abortion

politicians should receive Communion is

Jesus' teaching about the need to reconcile

with our brothers and sisters before com-
ing to the altar.

'Therefore, ifyou are offering your gift

at the altar and there remember that your

brother has something against you, leave

your gift there in front ofthe altar. First go

and be reconciled to your brother; then

come and offer your gift." (Mt 5:23-24)

Those who allow abortion are not

reconciled with their unborn brothers and

sisters. To fail to see the equal dignity of

children in the womb with children outside

the womb is prejudice. To consider the

unborn as "non-persons" and unworthy of

Constitutional protection is an insult. And
to consider one's unborn brothers and sis-

ters as "tissue" or "parasites" is name-call-

ing of the worst kind.

Those who do this must first be recon-

ciled with their unborn brothers and sisters

before they can present their gifl at the altar.

Communion is bestowed in the con-

text of the Sacrifice of the Mass. That
sacrifice is not only the sacrifice of Jesus,

but ofeach ofus along with Jesus. We offer

him everything— our thoughts, our opin-

ions, our choices. At the altar, we want to

be reconciled to God, but we must be one

with our neighbors— aU of them.

To do so, we first have to recognize

them. The command"Love your neighbor

as yourself actually means, "Love your

neighbor as a person like yourself" Recog-

nize that no matter how different your

neighbor may seem, he or she has equal

dignity to you, and therefore demands
your respect and love. Failure to protect

the unborn is rooted in the failure to recog-

nize them, which is the most fundamental

kind of failure to love.

We have to respond appropriately to

our neighbor's needs. "How can God's

love survive in one who has enough of this

world's goods but turns his back on his

brother when he sees him in need?" (l Jn.

3:17) Is there anyone more in need than

the child in the womb?
To be reconciled to our neighbors, we

must avoid false witness. To hold that the

unborn are of less value than the rest of us,

is to "bear false witness against your neigh-

bor." Ifwe are doing that, we are not ready

to present our gift at the altar.

Communion means union, which re-

quires reconciliation. How much more
does it apply to those who, as public offi-

cials, have die opportunity to pass laws

that either grant or remove protection

from their most vulnerable neighbors?

Father Pavone is the national director of
Priestsfor Life.
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'The Da Vinci Code' banned in

Lebanon based on Catiiolic input
Best-sellingnovelattempts to destroychurch history,

says Maronitepriest

BY DOREEN ABI RAAD
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

BEIRUT, Lebanon — "The Da
Vinci Code," Dan Brown's best seller, has

been banned in Lebanon at the recom-

mendation of Catholic officials.

A government spokesman said that

"as a standard procedure, any book or

publication that may offend the Chris-

tian or Muslim faith is referred to the

religion's appropriate leadership for

commentary."

"We have the power, under the law,

to stop any book or publication from

coming into the country if it might pro-

voke any feelings against a religion," the

government spokesman added.

'The Da Vinci Code" was referred to

the Catholic Center for Information,

which serves as a clearinghouse for the

church in Lebanon.

Maronite Father Georges Rahme,

professor of theology at the Lebanese

and Antoine universities, said govern-

ment authorities asked him to read the

book and submit a report.

Father Ralime said that, after carefijl

review, the church recommended that

'The Da Vinci Code" not be sold in Leba-

non. The General Security Department's

office then issued an order to booksellers

to pull the book from their shelves.

"I gave my evaluation with all the

documentation to back it up after care-

fully reading the book, and we (the

church) are conscientious that, with Dan

Brown and other authors, there are sects

who are working in the world, even to-

day, to make Christ out to be an ordi-

nary man and to destroy the church,"

said Father Rahme.

"We must remember that we are in

an area (the Middle East) in which Mus-
lims are the majority," said Father

Rahme. "Meddling with the core of the

sacredness of Christianity in such a way
as this book does is blowing up the

foundation of Christianity.

"What has been said in Dan
Brown's novel is very far fi-om the his-

toric truth," said Father Rahme.

The Virgin Megastore in Beirut has

sold several thousand copies of "The Da
Vinci Code" in English, French and Ara-

bic, said Assaf Boulos, assistant manager

of the book department.

"This is censorship," he said. "People

should read what they want. It's fiction,

not a religious book."

"The Da Vinci Code" begins with

the premise that Leonardo da Vinci used

his art to communicate secret knowledge

about the Holy Grail. It then claims that

early Christians did not see Jesus as

divine and criticizes the church for keep-

ing secret thousands of texts that detail

Christ's humanity.

The book has been criticized for its

claims of historical accuracy.

As of Sept. 21, "The Da Vinci Code"

had been on the New Tork Times Best

Seller List for 78 weeks.

CD features Christian hymns in Native

American languages

WASHINGTON (CNS) — In

conjunction with the opening of the Na-
tional Museum of the American Indian,

the Smithsonian Institution's Folkways

Recordings has released a compact disc

of Christian music in native languages.

"Beautiful Beyond: Christian Songs

in Native Languages" includes 33 songs

performed by people from tribes across

North America, each recorded in the

group's native language.

It includes familiar songs, such as

"Rock of Ages," sung by three Oneida

women; "Silent Night," sung by the

Kykotsmovi Mennonite Church Choir

in the Hopi language; "In the Sweet By
and By," sung by the Ojibwe Hymn
Singers; and "Amazing Grace," sung in

Navajo by the TeecNosPos Gospel

Melody.

The CD is available for sale at the

museum's gift shop or on the museum's

Web site — www.nmai.si.edu — by

clicking on "bookshop," then on "CDs."
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WORD TO LIFE
SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS: OCT. 3, 2004

Oct. 3, 27th Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Cycle C Readings:

1) Hebrews 1:2-3; 2:2-4

Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9

2) 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14

3) Gospel: Luke 17:5-10

BY JEFF HENSLEY
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

My friend Carole and her husband

Frank have been d3Tiamos at the heart

of their parish for most of their adult

years. Their children are grown now,

and Frank has a degenerative muscular

disease, ALS, one of the most difficult

blows that can come to a human being

— and those close to him.

Carole and her hubby have re-

sponded with a courage that is inspiring

to all who know them. They laugh a lot,

and in the silence of their rooms, I am
sure, they cry a lot.

But the other day Carole was shar-

ing with a group of her co-workers how*
much she missed being active in the(

service ofothers in her parish. She had sof

internalized the message of Jesus in tha
passage from Luke in this week's read-j'

ings — "When you have done all yoU '

have been commanded to do, say "We
are useless servants. We have done no

more than our duty'"— that even in the

most stressful and stretched of circum-

stances, she was looking to serve hei

Lord in his people.

Little does she know that each timt

she opens her mouth, displaying her cour

age, she is living out the response t(

Timothy's exhortation from Paul in thi

week's reading from 2 Timothy: 'Tor thi!

reason, I remind you to stir into flame th(

gifl ofGod bestowed when my hands wert

laid on you. The Spirit God has given us ii

no cowardly spirit, but rather one tha<

makes us strong, loving and wise."

The call to service of God's people|

that comes to both the ordained and all^

the baptized comes with the anointing

with oil and the touch of the Holy Spirit.

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 26 - OCTOBER 2

Sunday (Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time), Amos 6:1,4-7, 1 Timothy 6:11-16, Luke 16:19

31; Monday (St. Vincent de Paul), Job 1:6-22, Luke 9:46-50; Tuesday (St. Wenceslaus, St,

Lawrence Ruiz and Companions), Job 3:1-3, 11-7, 20-23, Luke 9:51-56; Wednesday (Sts. Michael,

Gabriel and Raphael), Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, John 1:47-51; Thursday (St. Jerome), Job 19:21-27,,

Luke 10:1-12; Friday (St. Therese of the Child Jesus), Job 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5, Luke 10:13-16;

Saturday (Guardian Angels), Job 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-16, Matthew 18:1-5,10.

SCRIPTURE FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 3 - OCTOBER 9

Sunday (Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time), Habakkuk 1 :2-3; 2:2-4,2 Timothy 1 :6-8, 1
3-

14, Luke 17:5-10; Monday (St. Francis of Assisi), Galatians 1:6-12, Luke 10:25:37; Tuesday,
j

Galatians 1:13-24, Luke 10:38-42; Wednesday, Galatians 2:1-2, 7-14, Luke 11:1-4; Thursday (Our

'

Lady of the Rosary), Galatians 3:1-5, Luke 11:5-13; Friday, Galatians 3:7-14, Luke 11:15-26; Satur

day (St. Denis & Companions, St. John Leonardi), Galatians 3:22-29, Luke 11:27-28.
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conscience in Dachau

CNS PHOTO COURTESY OF PrOGRESS-FiLM VeRLEIH

August Diehl plays Gestapo Untersturmfuhrer Gebhardt and Ulrich Matthes plays

Father Henri Kremer in "The Ninth Day," a film based on the true story of Msgr.

Jean Bernard, a Dachau concentration camp survivor imprisoned for speaking out

against Nazi policies. Msgr. Bernard died in 1994.

BY MICHAEL SWAN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

TORONTO — The German-lan-

guage film "The Ninth Day" might seem

on the surface to be another film trying

to burn the memory of the Holocaust

onto celluloid, but it is really about a

man faced with temptation.

Director Volker Schlondorff said he

made the movie "not because it is mor-
ally important; it's just because the hu-

man story is so deep and so suspenseful."

The film is the true story of Msgr.

Jean Bernard, the prewar head of the

International Catholic Film Organiza-

tion and postwar editor of the Luxem-
bourg daily Ltiremburger fVort. In be-

tween, Msgr. Bernard was arrested and

sent to the Dachau concentration camp
in 1941.

He was one of nearly 2,600 priests

sent to Dachau as punishment for speak-

ing out against Nazi policies. More than

half of them died there.

The diary Msgr. Bernard kept of his

20 months in Dachau became a best

seller in Luxembourg in 1 945. A strange

episode from the diary forms the basis

for 'The Ninth Day."

Msgr. Bernard was released from

Dachau and sent home to Luxembourg
for nine days, during which Nazi occu-

pation forces wanted him to persuade his

bishop to endorse cooperation with the

occupying force and agree to Nazi policy

on the church.

If Msgr. Bernard went under-
ground, tried to escape or failed to per-

suade his bishop, the Gestapo promised

to start killing occupants of Dachau's

priest cellblock.

In the film, Msgr. Bernard be-

comes Father Henri Kremer. He is

tempted to violate his conscience by
Gestapo Untersturmfuhrer
Gebhardt, a baby-faced ex-seminar-

ian who forsook the priesthood for a

career in Nazi administration just

two days before his ordination.

Gebhardt combines Nazi ideol-

ogy with Catholic theology to

present an argument for accommo-
dating Nazi ideals.

Jesus may have been a Jew, but it

was his will to overcome his Jewishness

that makes Jesus a model for humanity,

Gebhardt says in dialogue scriptwriters

lifted from the writings of Nazi propa-

ganda master Joseph Goebbels.

, "By defeating the Jew in me, I am
doing the Lord's work," Gebhardt says.

Then he tries to persuade Father
Kremer to make Judas his model.

"I claim Judas was pious," he says.

Without Judas there would have been

no Catholic Church, according to the

Nazis.

The arguments form the basis of the

film. Will Father Kremer choose the

comfort of doing what he is told or the

uncertainty of following his conscience?

"The Ninth Day" is an intimate

movie that takes place mainly in conver-

sations between two men.

'The church as an institution is not

my subject," Schlondorff said after the

Toronto screening. "I think it's more
interesting to tell the story of individu-

als."

Schlondorff, a Protestant, was edu-

cated for three years in France by Jesu-

its, who encouraged the young man to

become a filmmaker.

For the film, Schlondorff went back

to his Jesuit friends for advice about how
to dramatize the theological puzzle of

temptation.

After seeing Alain Resnais' 1955

documentary on the death camps,
"Night and Fog," a young Schlondorff

vowed never to try to dramatize a con-

centration camp. He said that at the time

he thought, "This is one thing that is

beyond staging." Now he has made a

film that begins with a crucifixion in a

Nazi camp.

"Fifty years later you think better of

it," he said.

No North American distributor has

been announced for the film.

Schlondorff is known for directing

"The Tin Drum," which tied with

"Apocalypse Now" for the 1979 Cannes

Palm D'Or and won an Oscar for Best

Foreign Film in 1980.

THDEORTOKi'
434 Charlotfe Avenue, P O. Box 11 586

Rock Hill, SC 29731-1586

(803) 327-2097

Aging as a

Spiritual Journey

9 ann - 4 pm, Saturday, October 30th

Mary Miller

This one-day retreat looks at the

blessings, graces and opportunities

for spiritual growth as we embrace

our wisdom years. Mary has long

experience in religious education,

parish work and teaching prayer.

She is formally trained in Ignatian

Spirituality.

Cost: $35 - includes lunch

Crossing the Bridge from
Stress to Peace

7 pm, Friday, Nov. 5th —
4 pm, Saturday, Nov. 6th

Dr. Patricia Frisch, Ph.D.

This workshop explores ways we
can disperse the stress of daily life

with the focus on varieties of prayer

that relieve stress. Patricia is Director

of the Counseling and Spirituality

Association at Bon Secours St.

Francis MOB in Charleston, SC.

Cost $35 commuter - includes lunch

$65 overnight

ff

You re Invited!
to

Room At The Inn's

Tenth Annual Banquet

Charlotte Convention Center

Thursday, October 14, 2004

Featured Speaker

Jennifer O'Neill
Internationally acclaimed actress,

film and television star

Jennifer O'NeilJ became a household name with her starring role in the classic film, "Summer
of '42," and as the spokesperson for Cover Girl Cosmerics for an unprecedented thirty years.

A post-abortive woman herself^ she ii the celd)rity spokesperson for the Natiorud Silent No More
Aiuareness Campaign. Ms. O'Neill makes regular pro-life, pro-family appearances on national

television shtws such as "The O'Reilly Factor" and "The View."

Registration/Reception: 5:30pm
Dinner: 7:00pm

Reservations arefree, but required.

To makeyour reservation or to host a table ofeight, contact Megan Kimmel

(704) 525-4673 ext. 10. iroomattheinn@carolina.rr.com by September 30th.

Room At The Inn is a pro-life Catholic maternity homeproviding
an alternative to abortionfor single pregnant women.
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MUSIC DIRECTOR ~
Rosweli, Georgia

Exciting opportunity awaits the Director of Music in a young, dynamic parish of 1 ,600+

families. The selected candidate will build on existing music program that includes

adult and youth choir, children's choir, cantors, contemporary ensembles and youth

band. Position requires excellent keyboard/organ and vocal skills, experience in

choral music, ensemble leadership, as well as administrative, budgeting and
communication skills. Proficiency on a secondary instrument such as guitar

considered a plus.

Qualified candidate must have a good working knowledge of Catholic liturgical

services, and the ability to maintain a traditional worship repertoire while building a

contemporary music program. A music degree is preferred. Competitive salary

commensurate with experience and benefits included.

Send cover letter, resume, salary requiremente and references to Fr. Frank

McNamee, Pastor, St Peter Chanel Catholic Church, 11330 Woodstock Road,

Rosweli, GA 30075 or email to fmcnamee@stpeterchanel.org.

Assistant Director of Elementary Faith Development

Preschool to 6th Grade

St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church, a vibrant parish of over 5,000

families in Cary, NC, is seeking an energetic, organized person to fill the

position of Assistant Director of Elementary Faith Development. Cary is located

near the renowned Research Triangle Park and the major university cities of

Raleigh, Durham, and Chapel Hill.

The successful candidate will be a practicing Catholic with at least three years

experience as a parish religious education director. Must have a Bachelor's

Degree in Education or Pastoral Studies. Master's Degree or equivalent is

preferred. Must have a working knowledge of basic computer applications.

Duties will include supervision of a Faith Develoj)ment program for nearly 1,500

children from Pre K through grade 6 including parent and child preparation for

the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist. The successful candidate will

also be responsible for working with a three-person staff, supervising alternate

forms of religious education including intergenerational catechesis, Catechesis of

the Good Shepherd, and Latino Catechesis, and planning training and support

for a volunteer staff of nearly 250 catechists. Fluency in Spanish is a plus.

Compensation will include a salary, commensurate with experience and an

excellent benefits package.

If you are seeking a Catholic parish environment where you can both lead and

nurture the faith life of children, please submit your resume to:

Faith Development Search Committee, St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church

804 High House Road, Cary, NC 27513

Or e-mail to: faithdev@stmichaelcary.org

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT

CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANTS & EX-
PERIENCED CAREGIVERS: Warm and car-

ing for home care assignments. Fulltime and
partiiiie. Call 704-945-7177.

BR/2.5 BA. MBR downstairs. 1300 sf. HOA fee

includes lawn maintenance/pool/tennis. Near
everything. $133,000. 704-707-9596.

HOT TUB/SPA: 'O-t 'Luxury Model. In factory

wrapper; 6-person, 31 jets, all options. War-
ranty. Cost $6700. Sell $3625. 704.651.7977

FOR RENT

SERVICES

INSURANCE: Best health insurance plans at

best rates! Call Mike Wilkinson (704) 845-

1416.

FOR SALE

HILTON HEAD VILLA: Great location in Sea

Pines. Close to beach and Harbor Town. At-

tractively furnished and spacious with lagoon

view. 2BR/2BA. Pool/Tennis. Call Joe and
Kathy Redgate. 770-640-9883.
redgatel@beIlsouth.net

TOWNHOME: Steele Creek area; 2-story, 2

bedrooms, 1.5 baths; 1008 sf Former model
features lots of extras/upgrades; established

natural areas with tall trees; fridge conveys; ideal

for new grad, road warrior or single. $85,500.

Show by appointment. 704-252-0922.

PATIO HOME: Charlotte area 04. Beautiful 3

REAL ESTATE

TELL US WHAT VOU WANT! We can find

your mountain vacation/retirement home in

Maggie Valley/Waynesville. Contact Merry Jo or

Dick. Four Seasons Realty Group. 800-554-6356

or email: rgorham@fourseasonsrealtygroup.com.

Enjoy peaceful mountain living!

Classified ads bring results! Over 125,000 readers! Over 49,000 homes!
Rates: $.70/word per issue ($14 minimum per issue)

Deadline: 1 2 noon Wednesday, 9 days before publication

How to order: Ads may be E-mailed to ckfeerick@charlottediocese.org,

faxed to (704) 370-3382 or mailed to:

Cindi Feerick, The Catholic News & Herald, 1123 S. Church St., Charlotte, NC 28203.

Payment: For information, call (704) 370-3332.

Broadening horizons

Photo by Karen A. Evans

Kevin Murray, editor of The Catholic News & Herald, gives a

presentation to a group of visitorsfrom Kazakhstan at the diocesan Pastoral

Center July 28.

Visitorsfrom the Central Asian country deep in the Eurasian continent

visited Charlotte as part of the U.S. State Department's Community

Connections program and Charlotte's International House's Citizen

Diplomacyprogram.

The group visited the Pastoral Center to learn more about religious

diversity in the United States and toured the diocesan newspaper to learn how

a U.S. religiouspublication is managed andfinanced.

"Sacred Imagination"

(^orne and join us for th^— >

—

FIRE IN THE MOUNTAINS

gathering of Bad's people

November 20, Saturday

8 am - 3:30 pm
Lake Junaluska, Harrell Hall

At this one-day annual mountain retreat, we'll

focus on connecting to each other and to God
by faith sharing. Using metaphor, story and

symbol, we'll tap into imagination to discover its

essential role in faith development. Discussion

and exercises will help participants apply the

role of imagination in their own faithjourneys.

PRESENTERS:

Diane Lampitt, MRE, President, Harcourt Religion Publishers (English)

Dr. Dora Tobar, Professor, Catholic University and Northeast Institute for

Pastoral Formation, Washington, DC (Spanish)

Cost: $20 before Nov, 8; $25 after. Lunch and refreshments included

(scholarships available)

To register or for more info, call 828-667-4227,

or email fitm@dnet.net, or visit www.fireitm.org

i
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Pennybyrn offers the

independence I am looking for.

Bob

" The thin^ most

important to me are

to be near my children

and to maintain my

personal independence.

From everything I've

seen, Pennybyrn is

exactly the kind of

lifestyle I'm lookingfor.

"

Call today and learn

how you can share in our

unique retirement lifestyle.

Call 1-336-886-4103 or

toll fiee 1-866-627-9343.

Bob Callaghan is one of the many

future residents of Pennybyrn at

Maryfield. Located on 66

magnificent acres in High Point,

Pennybyrn is a new, independent

retirement community that will

offer an easy, maintenance-free

lifestyle plus the security of

continuing care.

Featuring new, elegantly appointed

apartments and cottages, superior

amenities and friendly walking

trails through wooded vistas,

Pennybyrn was the perfect answer

for a planner like Bob.

pgMKJVBVRKj
at M A R Y F I E L D

A Continuing Care Retirement Community
Sponsored by the Sisters of the Poor Servants of the Mother of God

Editor honored at awards dinner

CouRTESv Photo

Rev. Mr. Curtiss Todd, vice chancellor of the Diocese of Charlotte, presents Kevin Murray,

editor of The Catholic News & Herald, with a 2004 Irish in Media award during the

Inaugural Irish American Awards Dinner at the Palmer Building In Charlotte Sept. 16.

Eventraises funds for upcomingparside

CHARLOTTE — The editor of.

The Catholic News & Herald was hon-

ored recently for his work.

Kevin Murray received the Irish

in Media award during the inaugural

Irish American Awards Dinner at the

historic Palmer Building, also known
as Fireman's Hall, Sept. 16.

The dinner was held to recognize

local Irish Americans and raise funds

for Charlotte's annual St. Patrick's

Day Parade, which will be March 12,

2005.

"The parade is getting huge and
we thought this dinner would be a

nice way of helping raise money, and
honoring some of the leading Irish

Americans in our community," said

Linda Dyer Hart, an organizer of

both the dinner and parade.

Other award winners were Moira
Quinn, chief operating officer of Char-
lotte Center City Partners, as

Irishwoman of the Year; Jim Babb,

president of Babb Communications,
as Irishman of the Year; Pat
Mumford, Charlotte city councilman,

as Irish Civic Leader; Marty Hurney,

general manager of the Carolina Pan-
thers, as Irish in Sports; Tommy
Timmins and Kevin Devin, owners of

Connally's Irish Pub, as Irish Philan-

thropists; and Ronan Cleary, of

Connally's Irish Pub, as Irish Bar-

tender.

Charlotte Mayor Pat McCrory
received the Irish Hall of Fame
Award.

"I think the awards and dinner

are a great idea," said Murray, who
has been with the diocesan newspa-
per since February 2002.

"They show that there are a lot of

Irish in our area doing great things,"

he said. "I'm honored to be included

among them."

WANT MORE INFO?

For more information on Charlotte's

ninth annual St. Patrick's Day Parade

to take place March 12, 2005, visit

v\/ww.charlottestpatsday.com.

Mortgage Place Lending
ComoHdate
High-interest

Debt

100% Financing

Programs

Low interest

t Interest-only

Programs

PRIME RArE FOR L.IFE

Interest Rate: 4.25%
No Mortgage Insurance! (PMI)

TYPICAL COMP/\RISON:

No Payment
until

Nov. 20041

NO
Out-«f -Pocket

Closing Costs

Mortgage

$2()(),()0()

Rate Current Payment

6.50% $ L264.14

fcue NEW PAYMENT
$200,000 4.25% $708.33

/'// hflp you realizi' your Itomt' oummhip dmims.

.can ..„drcwS„,l* (704) 965-7486

interest rate shown '\» Prime (4,50%), minus 1/4% LftSfd on SO*^"!) or lete I. TV. Subject to underwriting conditioiie.
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Perspectives A collection of columns,
editorials and viewpoints

Of icons and
plagiarism

God's Word, spirit

shouldnotbe

copyrighted

It was front-page news recently

when the pastor of a non-denomina-

tional Christian church in Charlotte re-

signed his position. His crime was that

he admitted to plagiarizing someone
else's sermons. He borrowed the words

of other ministers and proclaimed them
without giving credit.

In a secular sense, the pastor had

committed the crime of plagiarism.

News organizations, which have a

vested interest in protecting the value of

the written word, are very sensitive to

this topic. Not surprisingly, a local edito-

rial said the resignation was justifiable

punishment.

But the incident raises the question:

Can anyone own the Word ofGod? The
Bible isn't copyrighted, but what about

the words and thoughts that are derived

from God's Word? Can man lay claim to

those? The answer can be found on an

icon.

Before the software giants co-opted

the word so we would know what to call

those little trash bins on our computer

screens, an icon referred to a piece of

religious art. Icons are traditionally as-

sociated with Russian and Eastern Or-

thodox churches. They may look like a

painting on a piece of wood, but they

aren't. Icons are a form of prayer that

connects the artist and those who gaze

upon the icons to the divinity of Jesus

and the spirituality of the Blessed Virgin

or the saints. As our prayers are conver-

sations with God, so too is an icon a

dialogue with the Almighty.

So how are icons connected to pla-

giarism? Icons are also beautiful works

of art; many are considered master-

pieces. Who painted them? Who should

-get the credit? Should icon artists, ico-

nographers, profit fi-om their work?

In most cases the artist of an icon is

unknown. Credit for an icon, a signature,

is purpo-sely left off the finished work.

The artist, knowing he or she was enter-

ing into a prayerful act when applying

the paint, accepted no credit for the in-

spiring work that followed. Occasion-

ally, a master iconographer might sign

with words such as "Through the hands

of meaning that the icon was not an

individual expression so much as it was
a representation of God's will.

And once an icon was created, doz-

ens, if not hundreds, of other iconogra-

Catholics &

the Media

DAVID HAINS
Guest Columnist

phers copied it. In the art world that is

considered forgery. In the church, re-

peating something that gives praise to

God is called prayer.

Icons and the way in which they are

freely copied are admissions that the

things we accomplish here on earth are

possible only because of the love of God.

Should commercial artists like Picasso

not profit from their work? What about

music composers, or structural engi-

neers? Shouldn't they benefit fi-om their

talent and their years of training, hard

work and experience?

You can make an argument that

God-given talent should praise God and

not an individual. But in an age in which

paintings sell for millions of dollars, you

would have a hard time convincing any-

one, other than an iconographer, of the

value of your argument.

Pope John Paul II made headlines

recently when he returned an icon to the

Russian Orthodox Church. The 18th

century relic. The Mother of God of

Kazan, was a copy of an icon created

hundreds of years earlier. It depicts the

Blessed Mother and the infant Jesus. The
original and the copies have been cred-

ited with working miracles, including

the repulsion of an invasion of Russia by

a Polish army.

How different is the work of an ico-

nographer fi-om that of a priest or pastor

or any layperson who reads Scripture,

contemplates God's sacred Word and

then writes about it in such a way that

the audience gains a better understand-

ing of God's will? Shouldn't we all ben-

efit from the gifts of wisdom that God
has given to the few who are able to put

that wisdom into words?

The person who has the courage to

repeat the words spoken by another, in

praise of God, shouldn't have to worry

about lawsuits and exposure as a thief

when the result of the act of repetition

gives praise to God.

Like copying an icon, sharing in-

sight into God's Word is an act ofprayer

that should be celebrated, not branded

as a criminal act.

David Hains is director ofcommunica-

tionsfor the Diocese ofCharlotte. Contact him

at dwhains@charlottediocese.org.

Justice is found through

rodemption by God, not

rovenge, pope says

BY CAROL GLATZ
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE -

VATICAN CITY — Broken by
violence or injustice, humanity can find

justice not through revenge, but by
trusting in God's saving power, said

Pope John Paul II at his weekly general

audience.

Christ walked toward "the fierce

path of his passion without objecting to

the injustice and violence, without re-

crimination and complaint, but by deliv-

ering himself and his painful circum-

stances 'to the one whojudges justly,'" he

said.

The pope's Sept. 22 audience in St.

Peter's Square centered on a canticle

fi-om the First Letter of Peter, which

presents "the suffering face of Christ"

and the Christian example in a hostile

world.

Before a crowd of some 13,000 pil-

grims, the pope struggled through the

reading of his catechesis, skipping over

large portions and gasping for air after

almost every word.

But his perseverance, despite the in-

creased difficulty in reading aloud, made
more poignant his message of God's

healing power.

Christ "endured our sufferings, he

bore our infirmities ... by his wounds we
have been healed," said the pope's writ-

ten catechesis.

The Pope

Speaks

POPE
JOHN PAUL II

Christ suflFering with patience did

not represent "blind and passive resig-

nation," but reflected "courageous trust,

destined to be an example to all disciples

who will travel the dark road of tribula-

tion and persecution," he said.

By being born of the Virgin Mary,

Jesus became our brother so he could "be

near us, share our pain," and "carry our

sins," the pope said.

Through Christ's solidarity, a poor

and weakened humanity is "snatched

from mistaken and evil pathways and

brought back to justice,' that is, to God's

beautiful plan" for our lives, he said.

At the end of the two-hour audience,

the pope offered his greetings in eight

different languages and met with hun-

dreds of pilgrims as is his practice.

He was later driven back to his

summer residence in Castel Gandolfo

outside of Rome, where he is scheduled

to remain until the end of September.

Faith and Voting
Those by race and faith who say religious

beliefs occasionally or frequently guide

their voting decisions

WHITE

PROTESTANTS

CATHOLICS

EVANGELICALS

BUCK

PROTESTANTS

24%

HISPANIC

CATHOLICS
24%

Suivey based on miephone interviews among q nationwide sample oi 2,002 odults, 1 8 years

or older, June 24 to July 8, 2003. Sonipling error was plus or minus 2.5 percentoge points.

Source: Pew Forum on Religion ond Public Life j. © 2004 CNSGrophits
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Gaining from gratitude

I find it remarkable that a person

can appear to have so much — family,

home, health, affluence, talent, success

— and it still isn't enough. Time and

again, people who should literally be

counting their blessings seem to be so

dissatisfied with their lives.

Yet every day I meet others who
have far less in many ways, but who
are obviously far happier. The only

way I can account for the difference is

that the second group has a spirit of

gratitude that the first lacks.

People who have a sense of entitle-

ment, as though they somehow de-

serve good things — either because

they earned them or because they are

innately worthy of being treated well

by life — strike me as having a sadly

immature attitude. It's a way of think-

ing which refuses to take into account

how much we actually owe to other

people — to say nothing of the grati-

tude we should fed for God's unceas-

ing generosity.

But it is the gratitude of those who
have little success by the world's stan-

dards or who have suffered greatly

that is truly extraordinary to witness.

Two spiritual writers I admire
have looked at what gratitude means
- and how it affects us. The first is the

late Rev. Henri Nouwen who wrote an

account of his experiences in Peru and

Boliv ia in Gracias: "A Latin American

Light One

Candle

MSGR. JIM
LISANTE

Guest Columnist

Journal." He found a great sense of

gratitude among people whose diffi-

cult, often destitute lives would seem

to give them every reason to feel de-

spondent.

"I saw thousands of poor and hun-

gry children, I met many young men
and women without money, a job, or a

decent place to live," he said. I spent

long hours with sick, elderly people,

and I witnessed more misery and pain

than ever before in my life. But in the

midst of it all, that word lifted me
again and again to a new realm of

seeing and hearing: Gracias! Thanks!"

Father Nouwen found that his

Latin American friends received as

gifts things that he took for granted.

Through them, he came to realize that

"everything that is, is freely given by

the God of love."

The second author also believes

that gratitude is "the fundamental reli-

gious emotion." In his latest book,

"The Lord Is My .Shepherd: Healing

Wisdom of the Twenty-third Psalm,"

Rabbi Harold Kushner says, "God
would have us develop the habit of

gratitude for all the blessings of our

lives, not because He needs our thanks

but because when we acknowledge

those blessings we come to feel differ-

ently about His world and live happier

lives as a result. ...

"Reading between the lines, we can

infer that the author of the Twenty-
third Psalm did not have a life free

from pain and problems. He has had to

confront enemies. He has known the

feeling of finding himself in the valley

of the shadow of death. He can praise

and thank God for all that God has

done for him, not because his life has

been easy but precisely because his life

has often been hard and God has seen

him through the hard times."

Rabbi Kushner concludes, "Our
ability to receive God's blessings with

thanksgiving will never outstrip

God's ability to bless us. For those

who have cultivated the habit of grati-

tude, no matter how large a bowl we
set out to. receive God's blessings, it

will always overflow."

Beyond every other gift God has

given us, he has given us himself If

each one of us were to truly believe

that "the Lord is my shepherd"— how
could we want for anything else?

For afree copy ofthe Christopher News
Note, "Gifts of the Spirit, Gifts From the

Soul, " write: The Christophers, 12 East 48th

Street, New Tork, NT 10017; or e-mail:

mail@christophers.org.

Stewards of God's gifts

Adultlearningshouldbe cultivatedin parishes

What an inspiring sight! Re-
cently, dozens of catechists from St.

Luke Church in Mint Hill gathered in

the parish family life center. Within a

matter of weeks, the children, youth
and young adults would be initiating

another year of catechetical forma-
tion. It was fitting, then, that their

teachers should meet for prayer, re-

flection and conversation.

What a privilege to be in their

presence. It was abundantly clear to

me that these people were open to

being touched and transformed by
the spirit of the Lord so that they

might be faithful to their calling to

teach as Jesus did.

In surveying this magnificent
mosaic of selfless stewards, the image
of those gathered in the upper room
on Pentecost came to mind. Those
disciples of the risen Christ were en-

veloped as by a great wind and
tongues of fire rested on each. As com-
munity, they were one in the Spirit,

one in the Lord. As unique, valuable

witnesses of Jesus, each was perme-
ated by the Holy Spirit so that all

might manifest by their words and
works that they were faithful friends,

devoted disciples and wonder-filled

witnesses of Jesus himself

Just as the spirit of God was
present in power in that upper room.

so is that same spirit with catechists

today to enrich and encourage, re-

fresh and renew,, strengthen and sup-

port each of them. Those who would
be stewards of God's gifts, as they

teach the truth in love, appreciate

that their strength is rooted in and
sustained by the spirit of the Lord.

There is no doubt that the chil-

dren, youth and young adults within

our parishes must be formed in the

vision and values proclaimed and
lived by Jesus Christ. Catechists,

then, are commissioned to echo the

message of our teacher both by the

fidelity of their words and the ex-

ample of their works. It is in that

manner that they teach with author-

ity. They are called and enabled to

proclaim a culture of life rather than a

culture of death, to share a message of

hope instead of despair, to be bearers

of light within a milieu of darkness.

When one considers the complex-
ity of contemporary society, is it any
wonder that the formation of adults

should be perceived as a priority

within the Catholic Church's
catechetical mission? Individualism

(all that really matters is the "I"),

relativism (there really isn't any ob-

jective morality) and materialism
(things are more important than
people) are all too present and perva-

Guest

Column

FATHER JAMES
HAWKER

- Guest Columnist

sive phenomena in the fabric of our

culture. It is essential, then, that ev-

ery parish incorporates adult educa-

tion in the faith as integral to its

catechetical experience.

One of the most fruitful adult

formation experiences at St. Luke
Church is entitled "Enrich." Society

of the Holy Child Jesus Sister

Veronica Grover, together with a

team of collaborators, meets weekly
with parents while the children are

attending their classes. During
these sessions the parents pray, re-

flect on Scripture and discuss the

relevance of church teaching to

their daily lives. The degree of en-

thusiasm manifested by the partici-

pants is truly inspiring.

As the leadership in each parish

exemplifies a commitment to being

stewards of God's gifts, surely the

creation and cultivation of a learning

environment for adults should be

viewed as an essential component of a

parish's catechetical program.

Father Hawker is vicar for educa-

tion in the Diocese ofCharlotte andpastor

ofSt. Luke Church in Mint Hill.

Caskets for

funeral

Masses and

cremation

Question

Comer
FATHER JOHN

DIETZEN
CNS Columnist

Q. In your recent column on crema-

tion, you said it is possiblefor the body to

be taken to church for the funeral Mass

before cremation. My husband died not

long ago, but in order to have the body

presentfor Mass in church I had to pur-

chase a "disposable" casket at a cost of
$600, which was then also cremated. The

funeral director told us this is state law. I

thoughtyou should know ofthis ramifica-

tion. (Ohio)

A. The law, in your state and most
others, states that the body being cre-

mated must be in a sturdy container

box that is burned during cremation.

Simple containers for this purpose,

usually cardboard of some sort, cost

anywhere from $50 to $200.

These containers, however, are

normally not appropriate for viewing

the body at a visitation or for presence

at a funeral liturgy in church. At least

two options are possible in this case. A
more attractive casket, which is

burned at the cremation, may be pur-

chased for several hundred dollars.

This apparently is what happened in

your case.

Or a more traditional coffin, spe-

cially designed to hold the simpler box
in which the body will be cremated,

may be rented for public viewing and

funeral services. Afterward, the body

with the box are removed for crema-

tion.

State laws generally call for 24 or

48 hours delay after death before cre-

mation can take place.

Those considering cremation for

themselves or a loved one should check

with a funeral director well in advance.

Options, procedures and costs may
vary and can get a bit complicated.

In addition, Catholics should
check with their parish priest about

arrangements for funeral rites, espe-

cially for Mass with the body or cre-

mated remains present.

A free brochure answering questions

Catholics ask about Mary, the mother of
Jesus, is available by sending a stamped,

self-addressed envelope to Father John

Dietzen, Box 325, Peoria, IL 61651.

Questions may be sent to Father

Dietzen at the same addres.% or e-mail:

jjdietzen@aol.com.
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Our Lady ofConsolation Church
serves spiritual needs in Charlotte

Photo by George Cobb

Our Lady of Consolation Church is the only African American Catholic parish in

Charlotte. The church was established when Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church

and St. Mary Church were combined in 1955.

CHARLOTTE— Our Lady ofCon-

solation Church, Charlotte's only African

American parish, was founded in 1955,

but the roots of the parish go back to the

1940s when the Redemptorist Fathers

came to Charlotte.

In those days, 13 black Catholics

made up the congregation of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Church. Years

passed and the number of Catholics in

the area grew to the extent that a

second church, St. Mary, was added to

the area. In 1955, Our Lady of Per-

petual Help and St. Mary were joined,

establishing Our Lady of Consolation

Church on Dec. 15 of that year.

In the spring of 1956, construction

began on the current parish buUdings,

consisting of the rectory, school, audito-

rium and convent for the Oblate Sisters

of Providence, who arrived the next

year. In attendance at the dedication of

the new church on March 25, 1957,

were Archbishop Amleto Giovanni
Cicogani, apostolic delegate to the

United States; Bishop Vincent S. Wa-
ters of Raleigh; Father Clarence

Howard, the first black North Carolina

native to be ordained a priest; and

Bishop James J. Navagh, auxiliary
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Pastor: Capuchin Father Jude Duffy
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Capuchin Father lude Duffy

bishop of Raleigh and the first pastor of

the church.

Of special note is the fact that three

bishops have come fi-om the Our Lady of

Consolation congregation. The founding

pastor. Bishop Navagh, later became

bishop of Ogdensburg, N.Y. and then

bishop ofPatterson, NJ. One ofthe parish's

assistant pastors. Father Moss Anderson,

became auxiliary bishop of the diocese of

Detroit. Another assistant pastor, Father

Joseph Howze, became auxiliary bishop of

the Diocese of Natchez-Jackson, Miss, and

later the first bishop of BUoxi, Miss, when
that diocese was established, making him

the first African American to fionction as

ordinary in the United States.

In 1999 the Capuchin Friars as-

sumed administration of the parish,

and Capuchin Father Jude Duffy was

named as pastor.

According to former pastor Father

Cecil Tice, one of the aspects of the par-

ish mission statement is to blend the

richness of the African American cul-

ture with that of Catholicism. Keeping

that goal in mind, and using the Afi-ican

principles of Nia (purpose) and Iman
(faith), the parish established Perpetua

Hope Gospel Choir in 1980.

Other activities in the parish thai

have large participation are the Afi-icai

Drum and Dance group Kabaka am
the Shepherd's Care Ministry, a pro
gram that addresses the needs of thos<

living with HIV/AIDS.
Our Lady of Consolation Church

also has active Boy and Girl Scouti

programs. Knights of St. John an<

Knights of Columbus, a food pantn
and St. Martin de Porres outreach t<

the poor.

Father Tice said these and othe

groups make the congregation unique.

"These groups have gone out in the

name of the parish to show not only th(

blending of the cultures, but also hov

they both become richer by proclaim

ing the name of Jesus, " he said. "We an

truly a blessed and grateful people."

In recent years. Our Lady of Con-

solation Church has hosted an annua

revival sponsored by the diocesan Airi

can American Affairs Ministry. De
signed to be reminiscent of the earl;

days of outdoor preaching, the reviva

is an opportunity to publicly worship ii

the spirit of the black church whiL

breaking down misconceptions abou

the Catholic faith and black Catholi

worship.

As the congregation grew, the p^
ish desperately needed more space

better serve its current 600 families.

"We have no facility where we car

adequately gather as a family or use

outreach to the community around us,'

said Father Duffy.

To meet these needs, the parisi

broke ground on a new 14,000-squar(

foot community life center Aug. 29

Bishop Peter J. Jugis; Msgr. Mauricii

W. West, vicar general and chancello;

Capuchin Friars serving Immaculat

Conception Church in Hendersonvilli

and St. Thomas Aquinas Church
Charlotte; diocesan representatives am

city and county government official;

were in attendance during the specia

outdoor Mass.

The building, expected to be com
pleted in July 2005, will be used foi

community outreach programs such a

English as a Second Language, Boy an

Girl Scouts, senior citizens' events

Bible study and other educational am

cultural enrichment activities.

With an ever-growing populatior

of more than 600 families worshipping

at Our Lady of Consolation Churc

each weekend. Father Duffy said the

parish hopes to build a new church ii

the near future.
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