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NO. I.

".Mnr, Ibeiseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences,

contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them : for they that are

such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ.''''—Rom. xvi : 17, 18.

In a former discourse, we labored to show the distinction

between pubhc and private offences ; and we hope we were
not unsuccessful in explaining the divine law in relation to

those who have trespassed against us, in our private capacity.

The offence was between us as individuals, and we had the

right, nay, it was our duty, to settle the matter between our-

selves. We may not, until every other expedient has failed,

introduce it before the public. To bring it into the church,
is the very last resort. The language of the " Baptist Con-
fession of Faith" is, "should any private matter be brought
into the church, before the previous steps (described in Matt,

xviii,) have been taken, the person that brings it in ought to

be severely reproved and admonished, and that publicly,

before the whole church, for his irregular and injurious con-

duct therein,"* (p. 22L) " Let all things be done decent-

ly and in order."

Having, therefore, disposed of private offences, we shall in

this, and the following discourse, invite your attention to

those that are public. To such, our text has allusion.
" Now, I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause

* " The Baptist Confession of Faith." This volume, of about 300 pages^
was first adopted in London, A. D. 1699 : and afterwards by the Charleston
Association, S. C, A. D. 1831 ; and as a summary of ' Faith and Practice,'

may be said to represent the views of the Baptist churches generally

:

although neither this, nor any other confession or formula, is considered
binding on the conscience of any, the Bible being the only acknowledged
standard.
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divisions and offences, contrary to llie doctrine which ye
have learned, and avoid them : for they that are such serve

not our Lord Jesus Christ." Or to use the paraphrasis of

the learned and pious Dr. Scott, on this place :
" those per-

sons must be marked with decided disapprobation and
avoided, who aim to prejudice believers against each other,

—

to draw them off from faithful pastors,—or to seduce them
into stran.^e doctrines and practices, contrary to the simple
truths of God's word."
The discipline of the church, in primitive times, was ex-

ceedingly strict. In the estimation of the apostle, who was
inspired to prescribe rules for the regulation of the house of

God, it was a sufficient ground of excommunication, that a
member was the cause of dissentions and factions in the

church: or that his deportment was calculated to bring

scandal and reproach upon the cause of the Redeemer. Nor
could it have been otherwise with him, who charged it, as a

crime, upon the Jews, that " the name of God had been
blasphemed through them." He who taught others, must
needs teach himself He who blamed the Jewish church

for so acting as to bring dishonor upon the divine glory,

could not allow such conduct in christian churches, as would
cause the name, and " the way of Christ to be evil spoken

of.

"

In the apocalyptic vision, the Spirit said to the Ephesian
church, by way of commendation, "thou canst not bear

them which are evil." (Rev. ii : 2.) This was honor enough
for one church : and it formed a striking contrast to the re-

buke which the same spirit administered to the church at

Pergamos. " I have a few things against thee, because

thou hast them there which hold the doctrine of Balaam,
who taught Balak to cast a stumbling-block before the child-

ren of Israel, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to

commit fornication. So hast thou also them that hold the

doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which things I hate." (v. 14,

15.) In this church were some base, mercenary souls,—of

a covetous, temporizing spirit, similar to ancient Balaam,

who, for the sake of gain, did not scruple to sacrifice the

best interests of the people of God. Also, were retained in

the communion, some, who, under the notion of " christian

liberty," did not hesitate to run into licentious indulgences

—

a set of anti-nomians, who " despised all rules and all au-
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thoiity"—or to use a modern phrase, who, because " they

were free, claimed the privilege to do just as they, pleased.^'

The retention of sucii characters in the church, the Son of

God said, " I hate." Such serve not our Lord Jesus

Christ." "Wherefore," said he, " repent, (that is, reform,

turn them out,) or else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will fight against them with the sword of my mouth."

It is a striking fact, which has doubtless occurred to every

one familiar with ecclesiastical history, that the periods of

the declension of pure and vital religion in the church, in

all ages, and in all countries, have been characterized by a
corresponding laxness in discipline; and that the revival of

religion, has been similarly characterized by a revival of the

wholesome discipline which God has instituted for the gov-
ernment of his house. An example of this, worthy of

attention, is recorded by Milner, the historian, in relation to

the condition of the church in the third century. " It de-

serves to be remarked," says he, " that the first grand and
general declension, after the primary effusion of the divine

Spirit, should be fixed about the middle of this century."

(Vol. 1, p. 165.) The cause of this declension, was the

neglect of church discipline, as the Decian persecution was
esteemed by Cyprian to be its chastisement. Cyprian was
elected bishop of Carthage, A. D. 248. He found the

church, at that time, in a wretchedly lapsed and declining

condition ; and in a treatise concerning the lapse, he said :

" If the cause of our miseries be investigated, the cure may
be found. The Lord would have his family to be tried.

And because long peace had corrupted the discipline divine-

lij revealed to us^ the heavenly chastisement hath raised up
our faith, which had almost lain dormant: and when, by our
sins, we had deserved to suffer still more, the merciful Lord
liath so moderated all things, that the whole scene rather

deserves the name of a trial, than a persecution." (lb. p.

165.) Here was the cause of the persecution ; and here

the consequences of inattention to the discipline of the

church. Let it be neglected, and a blighting and a mildew
will result, which will not fail, ere long, to induce the divine

judgment upon us.

If, therefore, the apostolic injunction—if the authority of

tlie Son of God—if the testimony of ecclesiastical history

—

if all these together, have any weight—then, by them,
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" I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions

and otFences, con(rary to the doctrine which ye have learn-

ed, and avoid them : for they that are such serve not our

Lord Jesus Christ."

We propose, in this discourse, to describe the characters

whom the scriptures represent as pubhc offenders; and in

the next, to inquire what discipline the scriptures prescribe

for such.

I. We are to describe the characters whom the scriptures

represent as pubhc offenders. In the text, a general descrip-

tion of two classes of these, is specified : those who produce
anti-scriptural schisms in the church, and those who oc-

casion scandal to the cause of Christ. ''Mark them which
cause divisions and offences, contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned."

1. Captious and contentious persons cause divisions con-

trary to the gospel, " Now the end of the commandment
is charity out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and
faith unfeigned : from which some having swerved, /i^ve

turned aside unto vain jangling, desiring to be teachers of

the law
; understanding neither what they say. nor whereof

they affirm." " If any man consent not to wholesome
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the

doctrine which is according to godliness, he is proud, know-
ing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words

^

whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, per-

verse disputings—froiTi such withdraw thyself." 1 Tim. i:

5—ib. vi : 4, 5.

Seest thou a man heady and high-minded ? Seest thou

one who refuseth to submit to the authority of the great

body ? Seest thou one whose whole spirit and deportment
are an everlasting protest against the decisons of the majori-

ty ? One who loveth to have the pre-eminence in all things,

who would sooner rend the peace of the whole body, than

yield the most trifling matter ? Such an one causeth divi-

sion, contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned.

The entire spirit and letter of the sacred volume, so far as

relates to the demeanor of christians, is that of mutual for-

bearance, concession and submission. In all questions of

mere opinion and education—of mere ix)licy and custom

—

of mere pleasure and expediency—in all questions where it

is perfectly immaterial to our irmocence wldch side we
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adopt : as whether we eat one thing or another—whether

we follow one fashion or any other, in our dress—whether

we worship God in a finely finished house or a log cabin

—

whether we adopt one mode or any other in the defrayment

of our church expenses—whether we assemble on Saturday

or any other day, for the transaction of the business of the

church—in all such questions as these, the laio of charity^

and the voice of the 7ncijoritij^ are to be the rule : and any
dissention from this, which is persisted in to die grief and
annoyance of the body, is a violation of the piinciples which
Christ has laid down for the regulation of his church. Yes,

we repeat it, to adopt any indifferent opinion or practice

:

that is, any opinion or practice which we may either hold or

let alone, and still be innocent, and to maintain and pursue

this, to the pain and injury of the church, is not only an
infringement of the laws of republicanism, which the Bible

teaches, but is in fact a sin against Christ. " Let not him
that eateth despise him that eateth not ; and let not him
which eateth not, judge (or condemn) him that eateth."
^' But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest

thou not charitably." " It is good neither to eat flesh, nor

drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth

or is offended, or is made weak." When ye sin so against

the brethien, and wound their weak consciences, ye sin

against Christ." " Let nothing be done through strife or

vain glory, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others

better than himself." " Submit yourselves one to another,

in the fear of the Lord." "But if any man seem to be
contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches

of God." (Rom. xiv: 3, 15, 21—1 Cor. viii : 12—Phil, ii

:

3—Eph. v: 21—1 Cor. xi : 16.)

2. There is a class of persons, a little dissimilar from
these, whom, for the sake of distinction, we denominate,

factious. All factious persons cause divisions^ contrary to

the gospel.

The distinction which we draw between a " captious "

and a " factious " person, is this : The one is a man of i\iere

prejudices and prepossessions—the other is a man of party.

The one would exclude himself from the society of the

faithful, on account of some favorite notion of his own

—

the other would lead away as many as possible with him.

To the latter, allusion is made in the Acts of the Aposdes,
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(xx : 29, 30,) ia these strong and impressive words :
^' I

know, that after my departure, shall grievous wolves enter

in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your ownselves
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away dis-

ciples after them.'' Not satisfied to occupy their position

alone, they will lead away captive as many souls as may
fall under their influence. They are men of sour and bit-

ter spirit, and who strive to infuse the same malaria into

other hearts also. Their work is discoid ; and unless re-

strained, they will diffuse " the leaven of malice and wick-

edness into the whole lump.'' Unless suppressed, their evil

communications will corrupt the entire body.

Perhaps a faithful minister is the object of their malig-

nancy. In this event, nothing will escape their observation,

which may serve to destroy his influence—render useless his

preaching—or weaken the force of his example. Haman
like, nothing can satisfy their hatred, until they have aliena-

ted all hearts, and even compelled the removal of the man
of God. Their distempered senses can see nothing good in

his best example, nor hear any thing good in his soundest

doctrine. Like certain contemptible birds, they pass over

all that is sound and wholesome, and alight only on such
putrid matter as best suits a vitiated appetite. Ever seeking

occasion, they delight to turn all hearts from the truths of

his lips. To such, the rebuke of St. Paul, to Elymas, the

sorcerer, is not too severe :
" O full of all subtihty and all

mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righte-

ousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the

Lord." (Acts, xiii : 10.)

Perhaps the wholesome discipline of the church is the

object of their rage. It may have fallen on them, as a

chastisement of their own wrongs: or it may have touched

some favorite friend. In either event, their malignant spirit

is aroused, as the lion in his den, and nothing can be satis-

factory but vengeance, wreaked in the injury of the church.

They can see no reason—no justice—no religion, in the

act. Their discontent is hastily communicated from soul to

soul. They devise mischief on their bed; when they awake,

they execute it. A faction to rescind that act, is the object;

and partly of weak members, and partly of men of the

world, a faction, if possible, they will create, and labor to

reverse the decision, at least in public sentiment. No expe-
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dient, that can be of the least avail, will be left untried, to

rend the peace of Zion, or to stain the fail escutcheon of the

church with disgrace.

My brethren, do not imagine that such men are the crea-

tures of our idle fears. Would to God this were so ! Would
to God this had always been so ! If you have no such char-

acters among you at present, you know not how long it

shall be e're such may arise. We have seen the church of

God bleeding at every pore, under the ungodly deeds of such

ungodly hands. We have seen the pious and faithful min-
istry crippled and cut down by such men. We have seen

the unity and the peace of God's house laid waste by such
unhallowed influence. Need you, then, be told that such
may arise again ? Need you be told that they are grievous

and dangerous wolves? Need you be told that you should

strictly mark and avoid them ? " Of your ownselves may
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples

after them." To retain such perverse speaker's in the bosom
of the church—to lend the weight of your fellowship to their

pernicious course, is to be partaker of their sin. No, my
brethren; mark them who cause such divisions, contrary

to the gospel, and avoid them.

But were we to confine this caution to those who are, or

have been, members of the same church with yourselves,

perhaps we should be unfaithful, both to you and to the

sense of the Apostle. Perhaps he would have you caution-

ed against the unhallowed influence of those without your
communion also, by whom it is attempted to alienate your
hearts from the right way. If the Aposde said, that of your
ownselves w^ould bad men arise to draw away many ; he
also said, that "grievous wolves would enter in among you,

not sparing the flock." Against such you need to be ad-

monished. For although they may not now infest your
fold, you can never tell how soon they may do so. These
are strange times on which we have fallen. The spirit of

party is rife in the land ; and it is the disgrace of the chris-

tian name, that it is so common in the church of God.
Every year attests instances, in which, from motives of jeal-

ousy or suspicion, or dread, some faithful minister is public-

ly or privately abused—the church of God abused—mem-
bers set against their pastor, or against each other, and even-

tually, the harmony, the strength, and the success of the
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whole, impaired and destroyed. Mark those who perform

sucli unholy deeds, and avoid them. " They zealously af-

fect you but not well
;
yea, they would exclude you, that

ye might affect ihem." (Gal. iv : 17.) It is not your good
which such seek; it is not the good of your church which
they seek. Yes, lay it down as a truth, when men whisper

a word to the disparagement of the pastor of your church,

when the drift of their words is to set brother at variance

with brother, w^hatever may be their pretensions toward you
or your church, they are insidious enemies to both. " Mark
them and avoid them." But

3. Our text has reference to heretics. Heretics cause di-

visions contrary to the gospel. By a heretic in this place,

wx mean those who would subvert the well known and es-

tablished doctrines and practices of the church.*

Every society of christians is formed upon the supposition

of a certain unity, in regard to some leading points, both of

faith and practice. "How shall two walk together, except

they be agreed? (Amos iii : 3.) And while, from the dif-

ference of education, and customs, and association, it can

hardly be expected, that all should precisely agree in every

little matter; yet, surely we have the right to expect those

wdio connect themselves with our communion, to adopt all

the leading, the essential and vital points, both of our practice

and our doctiines. Has the blessed God laid down the same
maxims for the whole human race—an innumerable multi-

tude, and required all, upon the severest penalty, to adopt

them ? And shall not we require, at least those who con-

nect themselves with our church, to adopt all the leading of

those maxims? Surely this is not too much. "If then,

any man come unto you and bring not this doctrine, receive

liim not into your house ; neither bid him God speed."

(2 John, 10.)

Let no man imagine that our peculiar form of goverment

forbids us to say, what a man sJiall hold, and what he shall

not hold to do. This is not so. True, ours is a republican

form of government; and we rejoice—we boast in it. But is

it any part of republicanism to have no laws—no system

—

*"It is worthy of notice," says the excellent Rev. A. Fuller, "that the

only passage in the New Testament, wherein heresy is introduced as an ob-

ject of discipline, makes no mention of any thing, but what relates to the prin-

ciples of the party.''''—(Works, vol. ii : p. 4G5.)
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no rule—no regulations ? Or, to allow its laws and regula-

tions to be disregarded? Our civil government is also repub-

lican : and if history is faidiful, it was formed after the

model of a Baptist church. But will any one say, it has no
laws—no constitution defining the limits and powers of all

the raembeis of the great confederacy ? That is not part of

republicanism, allow us to say, where every man makes his

own laws—where every man does just what he pleases

—

and where every man, whensoever it suits his private feel-

ings, or his private interest, protests against the will and the

voice of the majority. That is licentiousness—that is anti-

nomianisni—that is lawlessness—that is anarchy, confusion

and misrule—that is what we have heard the Son of God
say, " I hate." No sirs. Republicanism is the peaceable

submission of the minority, to the will of the majority—it is

the government where the people, the great body of the

people rule—where the wisdom of the mass is the stand-

ard*—where the many decide what is right, and wheie all,

both the many and the few, adopt and do it. And as we
say in civil matters, let that hand wither and die, which
shall dare demolish a principle which the majority shall es-

tablish—let that tongue cleave to its jaws, which shall

attempt to move against it—and let the man go a despised

leper from the camps of the faithful, who shall presume to

resist what the great body shall decree : so we say in eccle-

siastical things, note that man, who, taking advantage of the

republicanism of the church, shall claim the privilege to

speak to the injury of its doctrines, or in contempt of its es-

tablished practices. "Now, I command you, brethren, in

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw your-

self from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after

the tradition which ye have received of us." " As we said

before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other

gospel unto you, than that ye have received, let him be ac-

cursed." (2 Thes. iii: 6—Gal. i: 9.)

Beloved brethren, I know not how I shall sufficiently im-

press this point upon your minds. If our mode of govern-

ment does tmi in fact afford no plea for licentiousness, on

*It is evident, from the general tenor of this discourse, that tlie author
does not intend to deny, that majorities in church, as in State, may err. In

all such cases, redress is to be sought, constitutionally. A majority has no
more right, than an individual, to oppress. Ed.

22—Vol lY.
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the one hand, it surely does lay us very liable to abuses, on
the other. Under its wide waving banner, not a few find a
crouching place, and sometimes to our injury ; and nothing
but your sleepless vigilance can protect the church, in the

peaceable enjoyment of those " heaven born " doctrines and
practices, which the Son of God bequeathed to us from the

cross, as his last will and testament : and which aposdes and
martyrs have died to propagate. Innumerable multitudes
find an asylum in the bosom of our Zion; and giving

a loose rein to their heated imaginations, ma}^ gather up any
set of whims and notions, and upon the broad basis of our
republicanism, may claim the privilege to diflfuse the poison

of their dogmas. Nor are we wanting in striking examples
of this. As there were false prophets in olden times—as

there have been false teachers in our times—so there may
aiise " false teachers among you, who shall bring in damna-
ble heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and
bring upon themselves swift destruction : and many shall

follow their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the way of

truth shall be evil spoken of." (2 Pet. ii : 1, 2.) Shall we
allow this ? Surely it cannot be right to do so. Not right

to allow men to think ? We said no such thing. To think,

is a right which heaven has bestowed on man, nor would
we dispossess him of it. But because he has the right to

think, has he the right to disturb others with his thoughts ?

Shall he be allowed to rend the peace of Zion, under the

pretence of liberty? Man has the light to think, and to

speak too, ivhat he pleases; but he has not the right to speak

ivhere he pleases. The abolitionist has the right to think

:

but let him not think to the injury of the South. He has

the light to speak : but let him not speak fire-brands into the

civil and social institutions of whole communities. Let him
think, and let him give utterance to his thoughts : but let

him not impose them upon those who claim to be as en-

lightened and as liberal as himself. Let the heretic think

and speak what he pleases : but will he demand our pulpits

in which to do it? Will he require us to hear him? Will

he ask the influence and authority of our communion, to

give weight to his pernicious words? Surely he cannot ask

all this.

Another thought presents itself here, which may well serve

to impress upon your minds the importance of vigilance on
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this subject : it is the present condition of our churches.

Large multitudes are joining us every year; some from
other societies, and some from the woild. Many of these

bring with them certain peculiarites, which we do not admit
into our creed, and which would be fatal if they were ad-

mitted into it. Not a few of our members are but partially

instructed—some of our ministry, either for the want of ed-

ucation, or time to devote to it, fail, sufficiently to expound
and establish some of the leading points held by us—we
have, comparatively, but a few copies of our " Confession
of Faith,'' where, in a small compass, an inquirer may learn

what we hold, with the reasons of it—some there are who
would destroy even those few: and from all these facts together,

it must appear obvious that our whole body lies bare to here-

sies.* Every man reads for himself, (oi rather, conjectures
for himself, for few read sufficiently,) with scarcely the
slightest aid, and with multitudes of prejudices and prepos-

sessions upon him. Under such circumstances, what but
the palpableness of our doctrines, together with the blessing

of heaven upon us, can account for the fact, that we have
not long since been riven to a thousand atoms ? But, breth-

ren, let us not presume too far upon the goodness of God.-
" Let us watch diligently, lest any root of bitterness spring-

ing up, trouble us." "An heretic, after the first or second
admonition, reject." " His words will eat as doth a canker."
" With good words and fair speeches, he will deceive the
hearts of the simple." " Many shall follow his pernicious

ways, by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil,

spoken of." " Mark them which cause divisions and of-

fences, contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and
avoid them : they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus
Christ." (Heb. xii: 15—Tit. iii: 10—2 Tim. ii: 17—Rom.
xvi: 18—2 Pet. ii : 2.

*The utter incompetency of v/ritten formularies, to secure denomina-
tional unity, is attested by universal experience. Within a few years past,

the Presbyterians and the Methodists, in this country, have proved their in-

efficiency ; and the Episcopal church, in England, is now passing through
the same ordeal : while the Baptists in both hemispheres have been com-
paratively united, with the Bible alone as their umpire. But these instru-

ments, in the sense of our author, may not only be harmless, but useful.

The Baptist churches in Pennsylvania and South Carolina, with their Con-
fessions, and those in Virginia and Kentucky, without them, are equally

free, and equally united. Those put upon paper as statutes liable to be
amended or abolished, what these class with the common law. Ed.
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Permit us, beloved brethren, before we dismiss this branch
of our discourse, to call up again, to your recollection, the

positions we have assumed, and the declarations we have
made. We said that cautiousness should not be indulged in

members of the church : and that however trifling or indif-

ferent might be the requisition of the church, if its peace
and happiness depend upon it, the law of charity requires

each and all of its members to comply; and that- an
obstinate refusal of any member to do so, would be cen-
surable offence. We said also, that factiousness must be
guarded against : and that in all or every instance, either in

the church or out of it, that person must be " marked " and
" avoided," who should labor to prejudice the members of a
church against their pastor, or against each other. And,
lastly, w^e said we should use all diligence to suppress any
heresies that may appear among us, whether they respect

our established usages, or our doctrines: that no confidence

—

no friendship which we may entertain for the person, the

motive, or the ability of the offender, can justify a neglect of

duty in these things.

II. Let us now proceed to the consideration of the se-

cond general description of offenders, specified in the text.

They are such as bring scandal upon the cause of Christ.

They are such as cannot be retained in the communion, but
at the sacrifice of the reputation of the church. Whatever
may seem to be the present and immediate bearings of such
persons, on the cause of religion, they serve not our Lord
Jesus Christ—their ultimate bearings are against Christiani-

ty. The immediate and particular consequence of their

retention, may be a larger number in the church, or sontie

worldly influence to the denomination : but the general and
remote consequence, will be the practical abolishment of the

principle which requires all church members to live humbly,
holily, and unblamably—to " let their light so shine before

men, that others may see their good works and glorify their

father which is in heaven." Therefore, mark them which
cause offences, (scandals) also, contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned, and avoid them.

Under this general description, are included all those who
openly and intentionally violate the principles contained in

the decalogue. The ten commandments embrace all the

fundamental articles of the moral government of God. They
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are the basis—they are the rule and measure of all the

moral and religious conduct in the universe. Hence they

can never be abrogated. As a rule of action, they can never

be abolished. Although the law is not the terms of salva-

tion, still, all those who are redeemed, and those who are

not, will be under perpetual obligation to observe it. Never
can it be right to do what it forbids, or neglect to do what it

requires. It can never be right to worship idols—to profane

the name of God—to lie—to steal—to kill—to commit adul-

tery—to desecrate the Sabbath— to covet that which belongs

to another. These principles are equally binding on chris-

tians, as on others : and equally binding on all now, as

though Jesus Christ had never come into the world to re-

deem mankind. No redemption price which heaven has
bestowed on man—no price of redemption which heaven can
bestow on man, can purchase for him the privilege to violate

them. It were presumption— it is not piety, to say, that " in-

asmuch as we are not saved by works of the law, therefore

we are under no obligation to keep the law." To assume
the liberty to sin, because "we are not under the law, but

under grace," is to " turn the grace of God into lascivious-

ness." Shall we sin because grace hath abounded, or in

order that grace may yet more abound ? This w^ere ini-

quity to be reproved."* " I have written unto you," said

* " The ten commandments," says a distinguished author, " being the
substance of the law of nature, a representation of God's image, and a
beam of his holiness, behooved forever, unalterably, to be a rule of life to

mankind in all possible states, conditions and circumstances. Whatever
covenant was introduced, whether of works or of grace, or whatever form
be put upon them, they behooved still to remain as a rule of life." (Boston's
Works, p. 854.)

Says the learned and celebrated Vitringa :
" WTien Paul affirms that be-

lievers, being under grace, ' are free from the law,' he must not be under-
stood as asserting that they are loosed from obligation to observe the
precepts which constitute the substance of those moral laws, which are
contained in the writings of Moses." (Observ. Sac. Tom- II, Ivi. c. 18, §1.)

*' If the moral law be not a rule of life to believers," says the Rev. Abra-
ham Booth, " either there is some other and a new rule given in its stead,

or there is not. If anotlier, it may be presumed, that it is more or less per-
fect, than that contained in the moral law. Bat more perfect it cannot be,

"without supposing that the old, the eternal law, was imperfect; to suppose
which, is absurdly blasphemous. If it be less perfect, the consequence is

plain. It is not a complete system of duty. It admits of imperfections. It

connives at sin. But for any one to imagine that infinite wisdom would
contrive, and that infinite holiness would give such a rule, for the conduct
of rational creatures, is absolutely inconsistent with the divine character,
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the apostle, not to keep company, if any man that is a
brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer,

or a drunkard, or an extortioner : with such an one, no not
to eat." (1 Cor. v: 11.)

By the terms of the law, then, we are forbidden to wor-
ship idols. " Thou shalt have no other gods before me,"
saith the Lord, (Ex. xx : 3,) and this coincides with the

apostolic decree, addressed to the gentile christians, from the
council at Jerusalem :

" that they should abstain from the

pollutions of idols." (Acts, xv : 20.) By this command we
are required to give to God the supreme place in all our
affections, in all our purposes, in all our conduct. To love

—

to delight in—to desire—to expect good from any forbidden

indulgence—to suffer any, the most valuable and excellent

of creatures, to rival the Divine Being in our affections, is

an infringement of this law—is to give the glory to the crea-

ture, and not to the Creator. Whensoever such condition of

heart becomes manifest—whensover it is admitted—when-
soever it becomes the scandal of the church—it then calls

for your action as promptly, and as loudly, as if images were
set up in the house of the offender.

Profane swearing is also forbidden by the decalogue.
" Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in

vain : for the Lord will not hold him guiltless, that taketh

his name in vain." (Ex. xx : 7.) This law is violated, by
all that light, thoughtless and irreverent use of the titles and
attributes of the Deity, which we hear in common conver-

sation : and it requires that w^e abstain from their use, except

in the most solemn and religious manner.
Again, the law demands, that one-seventh of our time be

set apart to the exclusive worship of the great God : and al-

though the wretched disregard of the Sabbath, in this coun-

try, would almost lead one to think it a virtue to violate this

command, still, until it can be shown conclusively, when,
and where, and how, the fourth commandment has been
abrogated, we should continue to protest against such prac-

tices; and maintain, that it is not less binding upon us thaa

and pregnant with blasphemy. Such a rule, therefore, condemns itself, and
sinks of its own weight. But if not another^ then it follows, necessarily, that

there is no rule to regulate the conduct of believers : they can neither obey
nor disobey. Sin and duty are unmeaning names and empty words." (Death
of Legal Hope, pp. 72, 73.)
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the others among which it stands—and that the scandalous

sin of transgressing it, is not less than is the transgressing

the fifth, the sixth, the seventh and the eia^hth command-
ments. God is not man, that we may make our interests,

our feelings, or our pleasure, a pretext for the violation of

his law: and if such pretexts can be allowed in one case,

we see not why they may not be allowed in any other. If,

because our interest requires it, we may break the Sabbath,
then, when our interest requires it, we may steal or tell a
lie. If, because we feel like it, we may disregard the Lord's
day, then, when we feel like it, we may kill, or commit
adultery. If our pleasure can justify us in a violation of

the fourth commandment, then, our pleasure will justify us
in violating any law that God has given. No. To break
the Sabbath is a crime—a crying sin—a scandal upon the

church of God : and whether the offender can be reached
by any authority, civil or ecclesiastical, still, it is a crime,

which will not fail to meet condign punishment ere long.

The law, again, requires lhat children should honor their

parents—that they attend to them when old and infirm

—

that they provide for them when poor and in distress—that

they forbear to use to them any unkind or insulting lan-

guage—that they obey them in every reasonable and just

command. " Children obey your parents." "Honor thy
father and thy mother,which is the first command with pro-

mise." " If any provide not for his own, and especially for

those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is

w^orse than an infidel."* (Eph. vi : 1 Tim. v: 8.)

Another article of the law is, " thou shalt not kill." (Ex.
XX : 13.) Murder, fighting, quarreling, and causeless anger,

*It is because this text has been so wretchedly perverted and abused, that

we ask the privilege to append the following note from the able pen of that

inestimable prize essayist, the Rev. John Harris :
" The sacred writer is

giving directions relative to the maintenance of widows, and distinguishes

between such as the church should relieve, and such as should be supported
by their own relatives : and concerning the latter he makes the statement in

question. Whence it follows, first, that the provision contemplated by the

apostle, is not the laying up beforehand, for future contingencies, but a pre-

sent supply of present necessaries, a simple maintenance of needy relatives,

from day to day. And secondly, that instead of countenancing parents in

the accumulation of great fortunes for their children, is speaking of the

maintenance, which children, if able, should afford to their aged and desti-

tute parents. With the subject of providing for families, the text in question

has nothing to do. Rightly interpreted, we see that it enjoins, not accumu-
lating hut giving.''^ (Mammon, p. 104.)
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or anger clierisliecl in the heart, are modes hy whidi it is

violated. " Whosoever is angry with his brother, is a mur-
derer, and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life.''

(I John, iii: 15.)
" Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor."

^' Lie not, one to another." " Speak every man the truth,

with his neighbor." (Ex. xx: 16—Col. iii: 9—Eph. iv: 25.)

Such also is the requisition of the law. It looks at perju-

ry—at prevarication—at detraction—at deception. It forbids
" double dealing"—it forbids dishonesty in our business

transactions : it requires that we excite no expectations

which we do not intend to satisfy—that we leave no impres-

sions on the mind of another, which we will not comply
with—to make no promises—no appointments, which we do
not strive to fulfil. It is violated when these things are neg-

lected. It is transgressed by neglecting to pay our debts, if

possible : and to pay them punctually and promptly. No
laws which Congress or any other authority can enact, can
render just and honest, a refusal to pay any debt we may
create, if we ever become able, by industry and economy,
to do so. Congress may, if she pleases, pass " bankrupt
laws," and men may avail themselves of them, and call it

lawful ; but we ask, what power has Congress to repeal the

divine law, which still thundereth, pay what thou owest."
" Owe no man any thing." " See that no man go beyond
and defraud his brother in any matter." (Rom. xiii : 8—
1 Thes. iv: 6.)

Lewd and lascivious practices, in our intercourse one with

another, are also forbidden by the decalogue. If these

crimes are not so common among christian people, as some
others, yet they have been too frequent, in some places of

late, to be passed in entire silence. This was the leading

sin of the Nicolaitanes, " which thing," said the Son of

God, " I hate." Fornication and adultery are crying sins,

which it behooves every christian and every good man, in

the community, to frown down in the most uncompro-
mising manner. Such offenders have no inheritance in the

kingdom of heaven. ^' Therefore, put away that wicked
person from among you." (1 Cor. v : 13.)

Drunkenness is another public offence, that must not pass

unnoticed. " Drunkenness," said the excellent Anihew
Fuller, "is a sin which involves in it, a violation of the
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whole law, which requires love to God—to our fellow-men

and to ouiselves. The first^ as abusing his mercies. The
second^ as depriving those who are in want of them, of the

necessaries of life, as well as of setting a bad example. The
third, as depriving ourselves of reason—of self-respect—and
common decency." (On Gen. ix : 20-3.)

Idleness, laziness, neglect of business, is also a violation

of the divine law. That law which requires us to do no
work on the Sabbath, we nor our son, nor our daughter, nor

our man-servant, nor our maid-servant, also commands that

six days we shall work and do all our business. (Ex. xx

:

9.) Under the i^ew dispensation, the principle was repeat-

ed, thus :
" Be not slothful in business." (Rom. xii : 11.)

It has been quaintly said, ''an idle man's brain is the devil's

work shop"—and every body knows the truth of the old

adage, "idleness produces want, vice and misery." Hence,
in the apostolic style, to be an idler was to be " disorderly."

We hear," said he, " that there are some which walk dis-

orderly among you, working not at all, but are busy bodies.

Now, them that are such we command and exhort, that with
quietness they work and eat their own bread." (2 Thes. iii:

11, 12.) It is true the Bible does not define the particular

employment which each must pursue. This is left to every

man's choice, and to every man's necessities. But it does re-

quire that every man, adopting some honest and moral pur-

suit, should " be diligent in business." " Let him labor,

working with his hands, the thing which is good, that he
may have to give to him that needeth." (Eph. iv : 28.)

Once more : extortion is a public offence, which requires

the act of excommunication. Extortion is to take advantage
of a fellow-man's necessities, and compel him to pay more
than is lawful for money, or to part with his property for less

than its value. It is to take of thy neighbor without giv-

ing him an equivalent for that which you receive. It

is " to grind the face of the poor"—" to oppress him in his

cause," whether by usury or other means. The apostle says,

" if there be a man who is a brother, and guilty of such an
act, class him with idolaters, railcrs and drunkards, and have
no company with him, no not to cat." (I Cor. v : 11.)

Such, then, are the public offences which the moral law,

and the whole christian economy, regard as sinful. Which
of them is there, which a religious man may commit, and

23—Vol. IV.
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not brin^ scandal upon the cause of Christ? Is it idolatry?

profanity? lying? stealing? murder? lewdness? dishonesty?

drunkenness? extortion? Which is it, that is not disgraceful

to the christian name? Mark them which cause such of-

fences, contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and
avoid them.

Nor is it necessary that all these sins should be found
upon any one member of the church. If any one of them
attach to his character, it is sufficient for all the purposes of

discipline. Note how the apostle speaks :
" I have written

you not to keep company, if any man that is called a broth-

er, be a fornicator, or covetous, or a railer, or a drunkard, or

an extortioner, with such an one, no not to eat." This is

the general style of the scriptures. When they enumerate
the virtues necessary to Christianity, they connect them by
copulative conjunctions : but when they describe the vices

to be avoided, they connect them by disjunctives. To be a
good man, one must add all that is good in his composition

:

but to be a bad man, one evil is sufficient.

Nor is it even necessary that one offence be habitual. As
in common life, one criminal act is enough to convict a
man, so in religion. To kill once, to lie once, to get drunk
once, to steal once, to commit any scandalous offence once,

is sufficient to demand your action. The Bible no where
rests the excommunication of a gross and willful transgressor,

upon habitual wickedness. But throughout, it inculcates

the sentiment of the text: "Mark them which cause divi-

sions and offences, contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned, and avoid them : for they that are such serve not

our Lord Jesus Christ."
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" tAW, I beseech yoib, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences^

contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them : for they that are

such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ.^''—Rom. xyi : 17, 18.

It has been said, that "it is the utility alone, of any moral
rule, which constitutes the obligation of it." Although this

may not be strictly true, either philosophically or morally

considered, yet, the idea of utility ought not to be left out

of the account. It is an important item in the calculation.

This seems the sentiment of the apostle, in the text before

us. Do you ask why we should sedulously " avoid " those

who perpetrate the offences described in the preceding dis-

course ? Do you inquire why we should separate them
from our communion ? We will tell you, the cause of

Christ requires it
—" they that are such serve not our Lord

Jesus Christ."

It seems to have been a settled maxim in the mind of St.

Paul, that whoever ivas not decidedly beneficial to the cause

of the Redeemer^ was decidedly prejudicial to it: that there

is no middle ground which a man may occupy—that the

church of Christ can better prosper without the encum-
brance of an unholy member, than with it. The reason

was, he regarded the maintenance of the principle which
requires true piety in members of the church, as an indis-

pensable desideratum. He felt that its success in the world,

depended, not so much on human agency, as on the divine

power: that it had favor with men, not so much because of

the paraphernalia thrown round about it, as because the un-

seen arm of Almighty God rightly disposed the hearts of

men towards it : and that, if we would propitiate the divine
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favor, and secure the divine agency on our behalf, it must
be done by carefully maintaining the spirit of piety in ihe

church. And who has not seen this abundantly exempli-

fied? Who has not seen the influence of even a solitary

man of stern, uncompromising piety ? Who has not wit-

nessed tlie gradual, but steady enlargement of a small

church, \\ liich was careful to avoid all evil ? " The king-

dom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took

and hid in three measures of meal until the whole was
leavened." (Matt, xiii : 33.) Keeping free of alloys, its

purifying influence will be onward and continuous, until

" a small one shall have become a thousand, and a little one
a great nation." The strength of the church does not con-

sist in her numbers—nor in her wealth—nor in her talents

—

nor in any worldly accomplishments : but in the depth and
fervency of her piety.

It is, perhaps, our weakness, that we are so apt to look at

things in a diilerent light : and to fancy our condition great-

ly improved by the addition, or greatly injured by the exclu-

sion, of this man, or that, of influence in the world, although

it is most evident, that he is not decidedly beneficial to the

cause of Christ. Yes, we too frequently identify the abun-
dance of what the church possesseth, with the very life and
power of Christianity. We suffer ourselves to feel too de-

pendant on these things for success. The evil consequence

is, we seize hold on all these with too much avidity, and
hold on to them with too great tenacity. We receive almost

all who apply for admission to our communion; and let

none go, so long as the least possible pretext remains. For-

getting that a bad member will prove seriously injurious

—

" that a little leaven leavenetli the whole lump"—"that

evil communications corrupt good manners," we sometimes
cleave to diose whom inspired wisdoni cautions us to " mark "

and " avoid," and that to the lamentable detriment of reli-

gion. " Now, I beseech you, brethren, mark them which
cause divisions and oflences, contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned, and avoid them : for they that are such

serve not our Lord Jesus Christ."

I. We are in this discourse to inquire :
" What is the dis-

cipline which the scriptures prescribe for public oflJ'cnders?
"

And here permit us to remark, that the solution of this ques-

tion must be sought, partly in the peison: pardy in the

ofl^ence : and partly in the objects of discipline.
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Firsl. Who is the offender ? This is the first ciucstioii

lliat bears on the mode of disciphne—this is the first which
tlie scripture rule would teach us to ask.

Oiniiibus paribus," that is, all things being equal, the

scriptures lecognize no distinctions between persons. But
all things are not equal in the conditions of men. Religious

servants have not the same opportunities to perform the du-

ties requiied by religion, w^iich their masters enjoy. Child-

ren in Christ, have not always the intelligence which their

seniors possess. Wives are sometimes influenced by their

liusbands. Differences of education induce a liability to re-

gard the same act in a different manner.
This inequality in the condition and circumstances of the

different membeis of the same church, would render the

same discipline, on some oppressive and intolerable, and on
others, light and trifling. " Unto whomsoever much is given,

of him shall much be required." (Luke, xii : 48.) A neg-

lect of his family, on the part of a religious master, would
be a highly censurable offence : whereas, the same neglect

on the part of the servant, should be treated with less sever-

it}^ For a pious wife, or mother, to frequently remain from
the house of God, might be excusable : but for the husband
to do so, would be without excuse. An ignorant christian

should frequently receive our pity, where one of intelligence

should be seriously reproved. In all cases, therefore, let the

age—the intelligence—the opportunities—and the condition

of the offender, be calmly and deliberately considered. "And
on some have compassion, making a diffeience: and others

save with fear, pulling them out of the fire: hating even
the garment spotted with the flesh." (Jude, 22, 23.)

" The siun of our instructions on this subject, (says the

Rev. Jos. S. Baker, than whom no man stands higher

among us, as a writer,) appears to be this: that gross, willful

and obstinate offenders, are to be promptly excluded from
the church : while such as have been misled by them, and
have sinned inadvertently—not through a settled purpose to

do wrong, or any perverse disposition of the heart, but

through the weakness of their frail natures and the infatua-

tion of the moment—should be treated with greater lenity.

If they are tractable and can be made sensible of their

faults—if they are ingenuous enough to confess their faults,

and honest enough, not only to reform their conduct, but
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also to seek to make some adequate reparation for the

^vrongs they have done—they should be retained in the com-
munion. But even in such cases, it is necessary that the

church proceed in such a manner, as to clearly evince, that

while she retained the offender in fellowship, she held his

sin in utter abhorrence." (Bap. Chronicle, vol. 1^ no. 5.)

Secondly. The character of the offence should have an
influence upon the mode of discipline.

If there is great inequality in the circumstances of differ-

ent offenders, the dissimilarity in their crimes is still greater;

and this renders necessary, a careful discrimination of the

class of offences under consideration at any given moment.
In all cases where the offensive act arose, not so much out
of an evil intention, as out of some extraneous influence:

as ignorance, erroneous education, &c. ; or where the act

concerns a thing about which the Bible is silent, and there

may be a difference of private judgment: as in attending a
ball, a theatre, a circus, playing at drafts, or playing on a
violin; or where the act has been so common in the com-
munity, as hardly now to be esteemed a fault: as traveling

on the Sabbath, or otherwise desecrating the Lord's day

—

the neglect of the conference, or other days of public wor-
ship—the moderate use of ardent spirits, or the refusal to

sustain a proper proportion of the church expenses; or where
the evil consequences of the act may be easily remedied by
a diligent use of the proper method : as in the case of false,

or otherwise injurious doctrines, started in the congregation ;

or lastly, where the fault is so novel, and so unlikely to be-

come common, as not soon to affect others.: as in the case of

idleness, neglect of parents, &c.,—in all such cases as these,

the church should first labor to better instruct her members,
and thus, if possible, to reclaim them. If by this means
they are reformed, let the past be forgiven, and let the of-

fender be retained in the communion. If, however, he
refuse to receive instruction, let him be seriously rebuked
before the whole church, for an obstinate persistence in a

course which is at once injurious to the peace of God's

house, and derogatory to the cause of the Redeemer. If

still he refuse, let the church proceed to publicly excommu-
nicate him from the society of the faithful. " If he will

not hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen

man and a publican." " An heretic, after the first or second
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adrnoniiion, reject." ''If any man consent not to whole-

some words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and

to the doctrine which is according to godliness, he is proud,

knowing nothing: .... from such withdraw thyself."

" Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear."

(Matt, xviii : 17—Tit. iii : 10--1 Tim. vi : 3-5—ib. v : 20.)

You will, we hope, distinctly remark the class of offences

which we have specified : for there is a different description

of crimes, where a widely dissimilar mode of discipline is

indispensably necessary. There are acts which are highly

scandalous, and w^hich every one the least familiar with the

subject, is obliged to know are at variance with the whole
spirit and genius of the christian religion. Murder, fighting,

lying, stealing, drunkenness, adultery, and such like, are so

palpably wrong, that no age—no education—no condition in

life, can be pleaded as their excuse. Were it possible that

the Bible should be blotted out of existence, and yet man
be a christian : still he would know and feel that such prac-

tices arc criminal. The implantation of the " divine na-

ture" in the heart, is the obliteration of such feelings from
the soul. The christian carries a heavenly monitor within,

which reminds him that the opposite of such conduct is the

path for his feet. There is no compromise between such

acts and religion. They are the antipodes of each other.

They are as irreconcilable as light and darkness. When,
therefore, a man that is called a brother is detected in such
scandalous offences, the church is called upon at once to

express her decided, and most uncompromising detestation

of them. Delays in such cases, and least of all, apologies,

excuses and confessions, as are sometimes received, are un-

questionably wrong and injuiious. They are injurious to the

offender, and to the cause of Christianity : and at the same time

a violation of the laws of Christ's kingdom, as laid down by
the apostle. " Mark them which cause divisions and of-

fences, contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and
avoid them." In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when
ye are gathered together with my spirit, and the power of

our Lord Jesus Christ, deliver such an one to satan for the

destruction of the flesh." " I have written unto you not to

keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a for-

nicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard,

or an extortioner, with such an one, no not to eat." "There-
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fore, put away from among you that wicked person.'^ "Now
I command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ, that ye withdraw yoinselves from any brother that

walketh disorderly, and not after the traditions which ye
have received of us.'' " If any man obey not our word by
this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him."
(Rom. xvi: 17,18—1 Cor. v: 4,5,11,13- 2 Thes, iii

:

6, 11.)

Such are the words of an inspired apostle. They were
littered with divine authority, and with exceeding emphasis.

And permit us to say, beloved brethren, they look with a

frowning face upon much of our conduct in the discipline of

the church. Do they afford any precedent for that tardiness

which characterizes so much of our action? When the

apostle says, with so great solicitude and tenderness, "in the

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are assembled with

my spiiit, and (he power of our Lord Jesus Christ, deliv-

er" the scandalous offender to " the kingdom of satan " in

this world, did he intend that the Church should meet and
adjourn from week to week, and from month to month, and
yet not exclude him from the communion? Or, when he
so frequently commanded, exhorted, and admonished, in the

name and with the authority of the Lord Jesus, " to with-

draw from/'—"to avoid,"—" to put away," and " have no
company with the wicked person," did he mean that we
should set all these laws aside with apologies, excuses, con-

fessions, &c. ? Is there in the context where any of these

commands occur, a solitary word about apologies and such

like? No: not one syllable.

We said, tliat delays in the case of notorious scandals

^

are decidedly wrong and injurious : and in this judgment
we are sustained by our best authorities. John Angel

James, whose " Church Member's Guide " has received so

wide a circulation among us, says :
" Where the crime is

highly scandalous, and very notorious, it is necessary for the

honor of religion—for the credit of the society—and for (he

good of the ofiender, to proceed immediately to excommu-
nication^ as soon as the fact is proved.''^ (p. 155.) In pre-

cise coincidence with this, is the direction laid down in the

"Baptist Confession of Faith," to which we made a former

reference. It says: "Where a member has been found

guilty of some gross act of immorality, and which is noto-
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rioiis and scandalous, the church should proceed to this cen-

sure (excommunicatiofi,) in the first place^ (i. e.) xoithout

the previous steps of admottition and reproof, in order to

vindicate the credit of their holy profession, and to manifest

their abhorrence of such abominations." (p. 223.)

What language can be more to the point than this? It is

perfectly plain and simple, and easy to be understood. It

is the testimony of those whose praise is in all our churches,

and it precisely harmonizes with the declaration of the apos-

tle, that when we are first assembled after the perpetration

of the act, ^' as soon as the fact is proved," " by the power
of our Lord Jesus Christ," put away that wicked person."

We said also, that least of all should confessions, acknoio-

ledgments and hasty professions of repentance, be received

as a satisfaction for public offences. In this position also,

we are supported by the judgment of the wise and the good.

The language of the Rev. Jos. S. Baker, whose piety and
abiUty entitle him to a high place in the confidence and af-

fection of the churches, is :
" This practice which is very

prevalent, seems to us to savor of the Romish practice of

forgiving sins, granting indulgences, <fec. If there be any
difference, we know not but that it is in favor of the Roman-
ist : for he receives an actual compensation, something sub-

stantial, for the injury done his church: but we receive

nothing but a wordy acknowledgment. We would have it

established as a general principle in our churches, that every
member guilty of public, scandalous offence, should be ex-

cluded, and kept out until he had sufficient time to evince

the sincerity of his professions of penitence, and restore

himself, in some degree at least, to the confidence of the

community." (Bap. Chron. vol. I, no. 6.)

To the opinion of Mr. Baker, let us add that of the Rev.
Andrew Fuller, of England. The name of Mr. Puller de-

servedly stands among the first authorities of the christian

world. He was the Paul of modern times, and in all cases

of question, we rejoice to have his judgment.
In 1779, Mr. P. wrote the "Circular Letter" for the

Northamptonshire Association, on the " Discipline of the

Primitive Churches," &c., which letter was published with

the authority, and under the sanction of that body. Prom
that " Circular," we extract the following language: " We
cannot but consider it an error in the discipline of some

24—Yol. lY.
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churches, where persons liave been detected of gross and
aggravated wickedness, that their exclusion has been sus-

pended, and in many cases omitted, on the ground of re-

pentance.'' " Allowing tiiat repentance, in such cases is

sincere, it is not of such account as to set aside the necessity

of exclusion." " The end to be answered by this measure,
is not merely the good of the party, but the clearing of a
christian church from every appearance of conniving at im-
morality, which cannot be done by repentance only.'^ (Ful-
ler's Works, vol. 2, p. 466.)

Again : we ask what is proven by these authorities, from
which no appeal will probably be made by any Baptist

church? We have seen the most positive, emphatic and
unqualified declaration of the apostle. To this we have
added the judgment of the wise and the good, whose names
are held in high and tender esteem among us—names
brought from different centuries and from different countries,

and all conspiring to prove the same, the identical point, viz:

that the good of the offender and the credit of religion, de-

mand an immediate exclusion of a public offender from the

church : all concurring to say, do not postpone your action

from week to week and from conference to conference : all

concurring to say, that no apologies, excuses and repentance,

however sincere, are a sufficient satisfaction for the injury

done to the cause of Christ, by a public offence. Brethren,

if we will not hear all these, neither would we be persuaded

though one should arise from the dead. But,

Thirdly. The objects of church discipline Qnust be alloiu-

ed to have an injluence upon its mode.
The discipline of the church is not a matter of whim and

of caprice. As it rests on the divine authority, so it contem-

plates high and holy purposes. The good of the offender

—

the good of the innocent—and the honor of Christianity, are

the objects which it is to subserve.

It is designed to benefit the offender. Yes, we repeat it,

it is to promote, not so much the momentary gratification

—

so much the short-lived worldly advantage—not so much
the imaginary, as the real, the spiritual and eternal good of

him, who has fallen into the snare of the devil. It is to

teach him " not again to blaspheme "—it is " that the spirit

may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." (1 Tim. i:

20—1 Cor. V : 5.)
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The good of the innocent is another object lohich it con-

templates. It is at the same time to be admonitory to those

wlio are also in the liesh, and to deliver them from the in-

fectious influence of a notorious transgressor. Evil com-
munications corrupt good manners." "Know ye not that a
Httle leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Therefore, purge
out the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump." " Them
tiiat sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear." (1 Cor.

XV : 33—ib. v : 6—1 Tim. v : 20.)

We said also, that the honor of religion generally must
be sought in the discipline of the church. This is, perhaps,

the highest, as it certainly is the ultimate object which is to

be secured by it. As the apostle said, " let God be true, but
every man a har:" so we say, let the honor of Christ's

cause be secured, though every man on earth should stand

condemned. This is to be the alpha and omega, the first

and the last," in all our actions. Since men are to form
their estimate of religion, by the conduct of the church, "let

your light so shine before them that they may see your good
works, and glorify your father which is in heaven." " In
all things walk xoorthy of the Lord unto all pleasinc:." (Matt,

v: 16—Col. i: 10.)

Beloved brethren, it is impossible that we should impress

this observation upon your minds with too much point or

emphasis. We fear it is too frequently lost sight of, in our
discipline. In our overweaning anxiety for the offender, we
sometimes fail to do what his real good, and the glory of the

church require. When we throw open the doors of our
communion to unworthy and scandalous workers—when,
from motives of private friendsliip, of popularity or worldly
advantage, we fellowship those who bring reproach upon the

cause of Clrrist—those to whom the world can point as evil

doers—those " disorderly walkers" who trample the laws of

God and religion beneath their feet, do we in all this seek the

good of the church and the honor of Christianity? We fear

it might sometimes be said of us, with too much propriety,

" the name of God is blasphemed through you, as it is

written."

Let no one imagine, that we are not to be influenced in

our action, by what the world will say or think. This
might be so, if public sentiment were opposed to religion

—

and if men were to speak agairrst you falsely, for righteous-
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ness' sake. It is praise-worthy if a man, for conscience to-

ward God, endure grief, suffering wrongfully. But what
glory is it, if when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall

take it patiently." If the church of God shall faithfully

discharge her duty, and this shall be the occasion of mal-
treatment from the world, let her rejoice—let her not care

for it. But no such indifference is justifiable where duty is

neglected : and least of all, may such indifference be plead-

ed as a pretext for the neglect of duty. Where the whole
moral tone of society is in favor of religion, and where
every man, if from no other consideration, than because his

parents and friends are its members, supports and advocates

the cause of pure religion and the church, it cannot be right

to disregard public sentiment. In fact, if as a church we
may do so, then we may, in like manner, as individuals.

Nay, it is infinitely worse, in our church actions, to contemn
the opinions of the public, than to do so as individuals: be-

cause, in the one case, we act in a private capacity : while
in the othei, we do so as a public, organized body. When
men, as individuals, act, they do so upon their own private

responsibility : but when they act as a church, they do so

upon the responsibility of religion—of the Bible—and, (if

I may so say,) upon the responsibility of God and of

heaven. It is because we act in the name, and under
the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, that it is said,

" whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in

heaven : and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven." (Matt, xvi : 19.) It is this which gives

such weight—which gives such awful sacredness to the ac-

tions of a church. It is this which renders circumspection on
the part of the church, so infinitely momentous—it is this

that gives eternal weight to the apostolic exhortation, " walk
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing." Shall our responsi-

bilities be abused? Shall the authority vested in us, be em-
ployed to sanction that which God has forbidden ? Shall we,
clothed upon with the vestments of divinity, connive at sin?

Shall we, in the habiliments of the great God, wink at iniqui-

ty ? Shall we so act that men shall not see the distinction

between the good and the evil—that men shall regard sin to

be only a trifle? It does appear to us, that, if in the world

of despair, there be one place deeper and more wretched,

than any other, it must be the appointment of that church

which shall so abuse the divine authoiity. No, brethren :
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let us ever remember, tliat when in the capacity of a cluircli

we act, we are called upon by every consideration of reason

and religion, so to act^ as to honor the cause of Christ in

the world.

From the objects of church disciphne, which we have
stated, we learn : First ^ that great tenderness should be

used toioards the offender. We do not mean by tenderness,

that effeminate weakness, which cringes and shrinks from a

faithful discharge of duty : but the faithful performance of

duty, in a mild, gentle and affectionate manner. Love, on
the one hand, prompts to fidelity : and on the other, checks
rashness and precipitancy. It forbids us to accuse and con-

demn without sufficient evidence: but when this is pro-

duced, requires that we dispose of the offence according to

the law of righteousness. It cautions us not to provoke to

resentment, or drive to despair, him whom we would save

:

but while we would censure the offence, to do it in such a
manner as to evince that we love him who hath done wrong.
" Let us not do evil that good may come." Let us be guilty

of no wrong ourselves, while we would correct it in another.

Let us bear in mind, that he is a brother, perhaps a truly con-

verted man, but in this instance, luifortunately^ guilty. Let
us not seek his destruction, but his timely restoration : and
let meekness and gentleness characterize our whole action..

The maxim of St. Paul, to his " son Timothy," affords a
delightful rule in all such cases :

" The servant of the Lord
must not strive: but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach,

patient; in meekness instiucting those tliat oppose them-
selves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to

the acknowledging of the truth ; and that they may re-

cover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken

captive by him at his will." (2 Tim. ii : 24, 5, 6.)

Another lesson, suggested by the objects of discipline, is,

that it must be conducted in perfect concert on the part of
the church. It is not the business of one man, or of two
men : it not the business of the pastor, nor the pastor and
deacons conjointly, to transact such important affairs of the

house of God. It is the business of the church, the whole
church. The duty is equally imperative on one, as on any
other: on all, as on any, to see to it, that " the old leaven

be purged from the lump"—to see to it, that " the wicked

person be put away " from the body. No luan may, from
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a mere indisposition to act—no man may, from feelings of
delicacy—no man may, from considerations of private friend-

ship, of interest or populaiity—no man may, from motives
of moral cowardice and fear, neglect to co-operate with his

brethren. There is no excuse which can be pleaded for a
neglect of duty in this place, which would not prove fatal

if admitted as a principle. If the good of the offender, and
the glory of God, are reasons sufficient to justify any one in

a prompt and decided action, they are sufficient to justify

all ; and if any worldly consideration is a proper excuse for

one, it is no less so for every one. But least of all, are par-

ties to be admitted for or against the offender. To bring

private animosities, or private advocacies, into the discipline

of the church, would be to subvert all order and all rule

—

would be to subvert all the beneficial purposes which it con-

templates. That moment it ceases to promote the good of

the off'ender—the good of the innocent—or the glory of God

:

that moment the church ceases to be the habitation of order,

and harmony, and love : and becomes the theatre of strife,

and malice, and ill-will. In the language of the Rev. Mr.
Fuller: "Beware, brethren, of both these extremes, which,
instead of assisting us in our work, would be doing the

utmost to counteract us. We may almost as well abandon
discipline entirely, as not to act in concert." (Works, vol. 2,

p. 474.)

Again : we are taught by the objects of discipline, to oh-

ser^ve the strictest impcn^tiality in all our actions. In the

church, we are to " know no man after the flesh." (2 Cor.

V : 16.) " There is neither Jew nor Greek ; there is neither

bond nor free ; there is neither male nor female ; but all are

one in Christ Jesus." (Gal. iii : 28.) Here all are alike

—

here all stand on equal footing—here all have equal rights

and privileges. In the chuich of God, we are to know
neither father nor mother; neither husband nor wife; neither

son nor daughter ; neither brother nor sister. (Deut. xxxiii

:

9.) As no man should fear he will be condemned, if he
remain innocent : so no one should expect he will go free,

if he commit transgression. No one is too high, and no one

is too low—no one is too honorable, and no one is too

dishonorable, to avoid censure, if he be guilty of sin

against the laws of Christ. No age—no position in socie-

ty—no sex—no condition in life, can throw sanctity enough
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around the offender to cover his sin, or protect him in it.

The rich and the poor, the male and the female, the white

man and the blacic, the old and the young, are all alike

amenable for their acts; and pursuing the pioper method in

their arraignment and trial, should receive the same treat-

ment. We may bear with none, where we would not bear

with all ; and we should condemn none, where we would
not condemn all. To depart from this rule, also, is to de-

stroy all the beneficial effects of church discipline. It then

ceases to be a terror to the innocent, or to be a punishment
for transgression. Nay, it then ceases to promote the good
of the church, or the glory of God.
But once more : The objects of church discipline require,

that the excommunicating act* be ijronounced against the

offender publichj^ (i. e.) in the presence of the whole con-

gregation. Excommunication is a recognition of gross and
aggiavated wickedness, in the actions of church members:
and is at the same time, the church's censure of such crimi-

nality. If, then, the honor of Christianity is a suffrcient

reason why we should censure the offence at all, it is a no
less sufficient reason why we should censure it publicly.
^' Let your light so shine before men^ that they may see

your good works and glorify your father which is in heaven."
(Matt, v: IG.)

The language of the " Baptist Confession of Faith," on
this subject, is :

" If the offence be private, the censure may,
and in some cases ought to be laid on before the church
only : but i/" the crime is public and very notorious^ the

honor of Christ calls for the censure to be public.^'' (p. 150.)

This, too, is the judgment of the Presbyterian church. In

the " Form of Government for the Presbyterian church of

the United States, adopted by the General Assembly, in

Philadelphia, A. D. 1S40," we have the following decision:
" When any member has been adjudged to be cut off from
the communion, it is proper that the sentence be publicly

pronounced against him. (p. 122.) To these authorities,

from the "Baptist" and "Presbyterian" churches, let us
add one from the "Methodist" church. Says Dr. Martin

Ruter, of the Methodist Episcopal church, "from the His-

torical Works of Dr. Gregory," of the Church of England

:

" Ecclesiastical censures^ (in the 2nd cent.,) which are so

necessary for the honor—the order—and even the preserva-
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lion of the reg-iilai* society, ?/;ere publicly denounced against
the offender, who had relapsed into idolatry, or fallen into

gross sin." (History of the Church, p. 43.)

Such, then, is the concurrent judgment of all the leading

denominations of christians, in this country. Let it be dis-

tinctly remembered, that the two former are from "official

documents," and that the last, while it is both Methodist and
Episcopal authority, is at the same time, evidence adduced
from the practice of the churches in the first ages—the prac-

tice of Ignatius, Polycarp and Justin Martyr, who received

the management of the aflfairs of the house of God, at the

liands of the apostles. If to such accumulated testimony,

any thing more is necessary, to give divine authority to this

practice, it is only the apostolic command which we have so

frequently quoted, '^ them that sin rebuke before all, that

others also may fear.^^ (1 Tim. v : 20.)

Is it difficult, beloved brethren, to see what influence this

practice would have upon the objects contemplated by the

discipline of the church? Do we seek the good of the

offender? How can this be secured, but by annexing such
penally to transgression as shall at once impress his mind
with the magnitude of crime, and at the same time humble
his proud and rebellious spirit under it? Do we seek the

good of the innocent ? How can this be secured but by
throwing the terrors of a public censure before them? Do
we seek the honor of Christianity ? Then let all men see

distinctly, that " we have no fellowship with the unfruitful

works of darkness, but rather reprove them." (Eph. v: 11.)

When this practice shall be ligidly pursued in the case of

notorious and public offences ; if men become more careful

how they connect themselves with the church
; they will be,

also, much more careful how they act after they have
joined it.

What objection then can there be alledged against it? Is

it novel ? No. We have seen that it was practised in the

early ages of christitmity. Is it without divine authority?

No. We have seen the apostolic declaration in regard to it.

Is it peculiar to us? No. We have seen that Presbyterian,

Methodist and Episcopalian authorities all sustain it. Will

it be injurious? No. We have seen that it will subserve

all the beneficial purposes of church discipline.

It is a great, a pitiable weakness of ours, beloved brethren,
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when we fear to do our duty, lest it should be injurious.

What have we to do with such consequences as that ? Duty
is ours ;

consequences belong to God. To adopt again the

language of Mr. Fuller: " with regard to the neglect of dis-

cipline, lest it should injure the cause ; what cause must
that be, which requires to be thus supported ? Be it our

concern to obey the law of Christ, and leave him to sup-

port his own cause. If it sink by a fulfilment of his com-
mandments, let it sink. He will not censure us for not

supporting the ark with unhallowed hands." (Works, vol.

2, p. 465.) Seek the will of God in the scriptures; in the

practice of the apostolic churches; in the judgment of the

wise and the good ; and faithfully discharge it; fear no evil.

" God's ways are not as our way ; and God's thoughts are

not as our thoughts." He will accomplish his purposes

only by his own ways. Be faithful and he will do it.

" Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause

divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned, and avoid them : for they that are such serve not

our Lord Jesus Christ."

From the principles stated and advocated in these dis-

courses, we deduce the following reflections :

It is an error in our discipline, that we look not so much
at the general, as at the paiticuJar bad consequences, of the

conduct of church members. We regard them as individ-

uals, and their actions as isolated, instead of considering that

a principle is involved in every instance. The particular

bad consequence of overlooking any of the offences which
we have specified, may be a trifling matter: but this cannot

be done in a solitary case, without being done in every case,

except upon the principle of partiality ; and then it becomes
disastrous and fatal. To permit one member to speak con-

temptuously of the doctrines and practices of the church

—

or to detract from the standing and influence of the pastor
'—or to neglect the conference or other days of public

worship, might be, so far as his case extends, a comparative

trifle : but it cannot be allowed in one without being allowed

in all ; and who can estimate the evil wliich would then

result? Hence, the force of tlie rule we have stated, viz :

" We should bear with none where we would not bear with

all." We should allow no conduct, in any case, which we
would not allow in every case. Whatever we should con-

25—YoL IV.
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demn in all, we should condemn in any. Whatever would
be injurious and destructive, if permitted as a general tiling,

is too injurious in a particular case to pass unnoticed.

Again, it is an error in our discipline, that we have too

few criminal laws. That is to say, we regard too few things

worthy of the censure of the church. Disregarding the

apostolic injunction, " now I command you, brethren, in

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw your-

selves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not

after the tradition which ye have received of us." (2. Thes.
iii : 6.) ^' If any man conseiit not to iDholesome words,

even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine

which is according to godliness, from such withdraw thy-

self." (L Tim. vi : 3, 5.) Overlooking these directions,

we have decreed by our usages, that no man is to be excom-
municated, except for most notorious and aggravated wick-

edness: nor even then, except upon certain sweeping condi-

tions. Although it is most manifest that his general deport-

ment is most unlovely; that his influence is in no wise

favorable lo the cause of religion, if he avoid certain specific

scandals, he is to be retained a deathly incubus upon the

vitals of the church. This is decidedly an eiror. It was a

sullicient reason with the aposde, why we sliould " avoid" a
'

man, that he " served not our Lord Jesus Christ."

Again, it is an error, that w^e place too many acts, which
are criminal in themselves, under the head of acts indifferent.

Indifferent acts, it will be recollected, we have said, are

such as a man may either perform, or let alone, and still be
innocent They are such as the Bible neither commands
nor forbids: and which have no criminality in them, except

when they occasion injury to others. This, however, cannot

be said of Sabbath breaking—of coveteousness—of extortion

—of neglect of the church—neglect of family piety—the
habitual use of ardent spirits—a refusal to support the gos-

pel, &c. In all such cases there is a moral and religious

obligation resting upon every church member. They arc

connnanded by the Bible, and enforced by considerations of

an eternal character. To regard such acts as indifferent;

to say to all our brethren, you may cither do them or let

them alone ; to hold no man accountable for the violation

of the numerous passages of scripture where they are taught,

is unquestionably an error, a grievous error. It is to recind
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very many commands of the great God. To do such things

is not to serve our Lord Jesus Christ.

Another error is, that we observe too much ceremony and
formality with notorious offenders. However scandalous

may be their sin, our custom is never to touch the case

until the next regular conference. If then, perchance, he
is not there, '^a committee must be appointed to cite him to

appear at the next, &c.'^ And sometimes through divers

causes, the case receives not the action of the church for

months. It is impossible, brethren, that we should express,

the deep sense of pain which we feel at the recognition of

this error in the churches. Such custom had no existence

in primitive times. Says Mosheim, the historian, " It is

worthy of particular notice, that the custom, of excluding
had characters from the society of christians , ivas at first

a simple process, or attended with very little formality

^

(Vol. 1, p. 160.) It was a short work. *'As soon as the

fact was proved ;
" when they were first assembled after the

commission of the offence, he was excluded.

Another error is, that of pardoning a public ofTender, on
the ground of repentance. In addition to what has been
said on this subject, allow us to instance one other authority

from the history of the church in the first ages. Dr. Ruter,

says, " whatever the excuses of the pubhc ofTender miglit

be, he was deprived of every part in the oblation ; avoided

by the whole church ; and excluded from the assemblies of

the faithful. In vain did he implore even for /^e-admission

into the society, until by a public confession of his sins, he
had given solemn assurances of his intention to conform to

the christian laws, and undeniable proofs of the sincerity of

his repentance.'' (His. of Ch., p. 43.)

Again, it is an error that we do not act with sufficient con-

cert. To say nothing of the want of uniformity in the

discipline of different churches, by which circumstance we
greatly enfeeble each other: and to say nothing of the occa-

sional culpable interference of members of other churches
in their private capacity, by which the good effects of disci-

pline are sometimes lost : it frequently happens, that squeam-
ishly sensitive members of the same church remain frona the

conference, lest they should be compelled to act in what
they feel to be a painful case : otiiers again remain silent,

lest they should be thought to act against the offender : and
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others still, as though nothing had taken place, carry it so

freely toward the offender, even after the action of the

church has been had, as to lender the censure of none effect.

Those persons, saj^s the excellent Andrew Fuller, who
behave in this manner, will be considered by the party as

his friends, and those who stand aloof, as his enemies, or at

least as being unreasonably severe ; which will work confu-

sion, and render void the best and most wholesome discipline.

We must act in concert, or we had as well do nothing.

Members who violate this rule, says he, are partakers of

other men's sins, and deserve the rebukes of the church for

counteracting her measures. (Works, vol. 2, 465.) But,
Finally : it is an error, that we are not sufficiently strict

in our discipline. We allow too many things to pass imno-
ticed. As the strength and success of an army depend
largely upon the strict and systematic discipline which it

observes—as the health and prosperity of the body, require

a strict and careful regimen—as the order and happiness of

the community demand a close and vigilant observance of

the laws and regulations prescribed for the government of its

members : so the strength and success—the health and pros-

perity—the order and happiness of the church, call upon us

to have a strict and constant watch over the deportment of

all its members. Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them
which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine

which ye have learned, and avoid them."
Beloved brethren, the reason for this injunction, is pecu-

liarly pertinent and impressive. For they that are such

serve not our Lord Jesus Christ." The Apostle, with

exceeding jealousy, seemed to watch the principle which

had been laid down long before by his blessed master.

" He that is not with me, is against me ; and he that

gathereth not with me, scattereth abroad : (Math, xii : 30 :)

and he reasoned logically upon the ultimate bearings of a

man's influence upon the cause of Christ. He never

seemed to think that every name that could be added to the

church book, was so much clear gain ; and that every name
blotted out, was so much dead loss to that best of causes. He
seemed to consider, that the abolishment of the principle,

which required true piety, as an indispensable condition in

members of the church, would prove more fatal in tlie end,

to the cause of the Redeemer, than the present advantages^
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derived from the retention of a bad member woidd be worth.

When he contemplated a man in connection with the

chutch, he did not look at his influence for this year, or for

this congregation alone ; but he looked at his influence for

life; and as it bore upon the principle which requires all

church members to be Iioly, unblamable and unreprovable,

I fancy he reasoned thus: "If he is admitted or retained

in the communion, it is true he will do something flne, so

far as the size of the congregation is concerned ; or so far as

building a meeting house, or supporting the pastor goes:

and on the contrary if he is turned out, we shall lose all

this, and perhaps have a great deal to suffer from his excited

spleen. But, then, if he is retained, it must be at the sacri-

fice of what is most vital and dear to the cause of Christ;

at the sacrifice of the principle of piety in the church. The
consequence will be, that we shall eventually have a church
full of men, professing to be christians, but really not so.

Either there will be none pious, or those who are will go oflf

and set up anew. What now shall I do? Why, I will

mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to

the doctrine which I have learned, and avoid them : because
they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ."

Allow us to enforce it upon your minds, beloved brethren

that when you receive a member into the church, or when
you retain one, to ask yourselves this question : not how far it

will affect our list of names ; not how far it will promote
some sectarian purpose ; or subserve some ambitious design :

but how far it will advance the cause of Christ. How
much of the salt of true piety ; how much of the savor of

godliness does he bring with him. He may have a name ;

he may have a family ; he may have wealth ; he may have
influence in the world : and if to these he add piety, rejoice

and be exceeding glad, that so much is sanctified to the

Redeemer. But if the piety is wanting, he will be a
dangerous acquisition. By how great may be his influence,

if this is not for Christ—if it is against him—by so much
will he prove rather a curse than a blessing. I tell you, my
brethren, the apostle looked at this subject with inspired

wisdom, when he said, "mark them which cause divisions

and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned,

and avoid them : because they that arc such serve not our

Lord Jesus Chiist.



THE APOSTLES WERE MISSIONARIES.

Deplorable, indeed, was llie slate of llie world when the

apostles, in the name of the Lord Jesus, commenced their

holy labors. The nations were sunk in the depths of idola-

try the most gross, and of superstition the most abominable.
The gods, they professed to adore, varying in power and
office, and restricted to particular elements or nations, were
exhibited in lights too human, too fallen, to secure from
degradation and neglect the common dictates of morality.

Mysteries were cherished too obscene for description. The
heavenly orbs and departed heroes were worshipped with
extravagant honois; and the absurd religion of pagan
Rome was spread through the nations which her arm had
vanquished. Religious observances, if they deserve the

name, originated in the policy of States, as with the Egyp
tians and Persians ; or in an appetite for war, as with the

Cells, the Germans, the Britons, and the Goths. If into the

popular mythology a supreme deity w^ere admitted, his char-

acter was dishonored by his committing the foulest offences,

and his authority ever considered as controllable by an
eternal necessity.

For removing these evils tlie efforts of pliilosophers w^ere

feeble and unavailing. If occasionally they presented

sublime ideas, more frequently they offered notions too

subtile for general comprehension, or too absurd to secure

belief. Some doubted w^hcther gods existed at all ; others

supposed the doctrine of the immortality of the soul a fable;

and a third class represented it as uncertain whether vice

or virtue were more favorable to the best interests of man.
The philosophers themselves w^ere corrupted; and it were

as vain to expect that corruption would puiify itself, as that

a fountain should rise higher than its source.

But "after that, in the wisdom of God, the world by
wisdom knew not God, it please God by the foolishness of

preaching, to save them that beheve.'' The apostles went
forth without wealth, without arts, without influence. Sus-

tained by divine qualifications, by the force of truth, and by
the spirit of Christ, they accomplished wonders, which in
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the history of our race are without a parallel. Unassuming
in their manners, plain in their atlire, with the idiom of

Galilee, they were sent as sheep into a forest of wolves.

The prejudices of the Jew, the craft of the heathen priest-

hood, the policy of rulers, and the higotry of the people,

were in array against them. It is said that in the arsenal of

Bremen there are twelve pieces of cannon, which are called

the twelve apostles, as if to insinuate that by such means
men are to be convinced. But the aposlles of Christ knew
nothing of weapons that are carnal. They employed such
only as are mighty through God. To their hearers they
could promise no earthly emoluments and honors. Con-
tempt, persecution, confiscation, banishment, martyrdom,
attended an acceptance of the gospel. Yet modest, fearless,

incessantly they pursued their course, gloriously turning the

world upside down, until Rome, the arbitress of the nations,

bowed to the doctrine of the Cross. They preached the

gospel on the veiy soil which had been stained by the blood
of their master; entered the largest cities, disputed with the

most insidious and malignant adversaries, and loved not their

lives even unto the death.

Little luore than a century had passed, when Justin Mar-
tyr declared, " there is not a nation, either of Greek or Bar-

barian, or of any other name, even of those who wander in

tribes and live in tents, amongst whom prayers and thanks-

givings are not offered to the Father and Creator of the

universe, by the name of the crucitied Jesus." Tertullian,

who succeeded Justin, says: " We were but of yesterday,

and we have filled your cities, islands, (owns and boroughs,

the camp, the senate, and the forum." This victory of

holy truth was the more surprising, inasmuch as the apos-

tles and their fellow christians were everywhere calumniated.

They were represented as enemies to government. Earth-

quakes, pestilences, calamities of any kind, were ever

charged on them, and considered as indicating the anger

of the gods that such monsters as christians were permitted

to live. Because they worshipped without temples, images,

priests and sacrifices, they were contemplated as a class of
atheists, and such as killed them imagined themselves ren-

dering a public service.

Had Mahomet, with his followers, been called to conflict

with difficulties such as the apostles surmounted, his religioji
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could never have prevailed. It must have been blasted in

its bud. With all tlic advantages which family connections,
liches, assuasive manners, and courtly policy supplied him,
only fourteen followers were the fruit of the first three years
of his mission. The labor of seven years scarcely augment-
ed his disciples to the number of a hundred. Perceiving
no possibility of advancing his religion and reputation by
the tedious process of pei suasion, in the thirteenth year of

liis mission he declared that he had received an order from
heaven to propagate the doctrines of the Koran by the
terrors of the sword. To these he had recourse, and his

system spread in proportion to his victories. To become
Christians, was to become exposed to " deaths oft,"—to

become a Mahomedan, was to avoid them.

—

Lat. Day Lurn.

" Touch me not, for I am not yet ascended to my Father.''^—John xx : 17.

This translation supposes the body of Christ will be more
susceptible of touch in heaven, than on earth after his resur-

rection ; or that to touch him before his ascension was im-

proper : neither of which can be true. The word aptomai,

means not only to touch, but to lay hold of, to embrace, to

cling to. With such a translation, the passage is beautiful

and afiecting. " Do not cling to me ; you will have other

opportunities to embrace me; for I am not yet ascended

;

my brethren are anxious respecting my fate, go to them and
aiuiounce that I am risen.

—

Ibid.


